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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III
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Introduction to volume 100

This second volume of Baha’u’llah’s final dated writings is marked by a dual emphasis: on the one
hand, the universal social teachings of the mature revelation, now gathered and clearly restated
for the world at large; on the other, the ordering of the community’s future through covenant,
succession, and the clarification of authority in the final months before His ascension. Much of the
volume consists of letters, brief tablets, and recollections, many of them occasional, pastoral, or
administrative. Yet taken together they show a late ministry increasingly concerned both with the
public principles of world order and with safeguarding unity within the Baha’i community after His
passing.

The chief doctrinal centerpiece is BH00568 (Bisharat), which deserves to be read as one of the great
synoptic statements of Baha’u’llah’s social teachings. Introduced by BH02686, which explicitly
presents it as a gathering of ordinances earlier dispersed through works such as the Kitab-i-Aqdas,
Ishragat, Tajalliyat, and Tarazat, BH0O0568 recasts those teachings in the form of fifteen “glad-
tidings” addressed to “the people of the earth.” These include the abolition of holy war, fellowship
with the followers of all religions, adoption of a universal auxiliary language and script, loyalty to
government and service to just rulers, the establishment of the Lesser Peace, freedom in matters
of dress and beard, the abandonment of monastic seclusion, the prohibition of confession of sins
to other human beings, the abrogation of book-destruction, the praise of useful sciences and arts,
the elevation of work to the rank of worship, the condemnation of mendicancy, the entrusting of
social affairs to the House of Justice, the abrogation of special journeys to visit graves, and the
remarkable endorsement of a polity that combines republicanism with monarchy. In this volume,
therefore, BH00568 stands not merely as another late tablet, but as a concise charter of Baha’u’llah’s
vision of a future global civilization.

The other great centerpiece is BHO0003 (Kitab-i-‘Ahd), Baha'u’llah’s last will and testament, which
gives the volume its decisive covenantal gravity. Its importance lies not only in naming ‘Abdu’l-
Baha through the command that “the Aghsan, the Afnan and My Kindred” turn toward the “Most
Mighty Branch,” but also in coupling succession with an explicit ethic of unity: contention and
conflict are categorically forbidden, and the believers are warned lest the very means of order
and union become the cause of confusion and discord. The document therefore does more than
appoint a successor; it interprets the Revelation’s primary aim as the preservation of unity and the
betterment of the world, while establishing the authoritative center to which the community must
turn after Baha’u’llah. In the context of these final years, BH00003 is the indispensable complement
to the public legislation of BHO0568: the latter articulates principles for humanity, while the former
secures the line of fidelity by which those principles are to be preserved in history.

Among the smaller but especially important pieces, BH00902 has exceptional documentary value,
since it directly addresses the authorship of the many thousands of Tablets written in the voice of
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the amanuensis, Mirza Aqa Jan. It insists that “not a single word” came from the servant himself,
but that such replies were revealed from beginning to end by Baha’u’llah and merely recorded under
command. In so doing, it provides explicit evidence for understanding a significant stratum of the
late corpus and for interpreting texts voiced through attendants or secretaries without diminishing
their authority as Baha'u’llah’s own revelation. Other noteworthy items reinforce the volume’s
late atmosphere: BH10938 revisits Baghdad memories in order to lament the damage caused by
unwise or divisive conduct and to call the believers back to trustworthiness, righteousness, and wise
action; BHUO0009 offers a retrospective tribute to the burdens borne by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in ‘Akka and
strikingly foreshadows his future world-embracing role; and BHU0O078, reportedly spoken shortly
before the ascension, closes the volume with a poignant reflection on the comparative receptivity of
East and West to the Cause. Thus, even where many individual texts are brief or occasional, the
volume as a whole is of unusual importance: it gathers late universal teachings, seals the covenantal
future of the community, and preserves precious final clarifications on authority, succession, and
the transmission of revelation.
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This is the Call of the All-Glorious which is proclaimed from
the Supreme Horizon in the Prison of ‘Akka

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

God, the True One, testifieth and the Revealers of His names
and attributes bear witness that Our sole purpose in raising
the Call and in proclaiming His sublime Word is that the ear
of the entire creation may, through the living waters of divine
utterance, be purged from lying tales and become attuned to
the holy, the glorious and exalted Word which hath issued
forth from the repository of the knowledge of the Maker of the
Heavens and the Creator of Names. Happy are they that judge
with fairness.

O people of the earth!

The first Glad-Tidings which the Mother Book hath, in this
Most Great Revelation, imparted unto all the peoples of the
world is that the law of holy war hath been blotted out from
the Book. Glorified be the All-Merciful, the Lord of grace
abounding, through Whom the door of heavenly bounty hath
been flung open in the face of all that are in heaven and on
earth.

i The second Glad-Tidings

It is permitted that the peoples and kindreds of the world as-
sociate with one another with joy and radiance. O people!
Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friend-
liness and fellowship. Thus hath the daystar of His sanction
and authority shone forth above the horizon of the decree of
God, the Lord of the worlds.

The third Glad-Tidings concerneth the study of divers lan-
guages. This decree hath formerly streamed forth from the
Pen of the Most High: It behooveth the sovereigns of the world
— may God assist them — or the ministers of the earth to take
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counsel together and to adopt one of the existing languages
or a new one to be taught to children in schools throughout
the world, and likewise one script. Thus the whole earth will
come to be regarded as one country. Well is it with him who
hearkeneth unto His Call and observeth that whereunto he is
bidden by God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

The fourth Glad-Tidings

Should any of the kings — may God aid them — arise to protect
and help this oppressed people, all must vie with one another
in loving and in serving him. This matter is incumbent upon
everyone. Well is it with them that act accordingly.

The fifth Glad-Tidings

2 In every country where any of this people reside, they must

behave towards the government of that country with loyalty,
honesty and truthfulness. This is that which hath been re-
vealed at the behest of Him Who is the Ordainer, the Ancient
of Days.

It is binding and incumbent upon the peoples of the world,
one and all, to extend aid unto this momentous Cause which
is come from the heaven of the Will of the ever-abiding God,
that perchance the fire of animosity which blazeth in the hearts
of some of the peoples of the earth may, through the living
waters of divine wisdom and by virtue of heavenly counsels and
exhortations, be quenched, and the light of unity and concord
may shine forth and shed its radiance upon the world.

We cherish the hope that through the earnest endeavours of
such as are the exponents of the power of God — exalted be
His glory — the weapons of war throughout the world may be
converted into instruments of reconstruction and that strife
and conflict may be removed from the midst of men.

The sixth Glad-Tidings is the establishment of the Lesser
Peace, details of which have formerly been revealed from
Our Most Exalted Pen. Great is the blessedness of him who
upholdeth it and observeth whatsoever hath been ordained by

God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
The seventh Glad-Tidings

The choice of clothing and the cut of the beard and its dressing
are left to the discretion of men. But beware, O people, lest
ye make yourselves the playthings of the ignorant.

18 The eighth Glad-Tidings
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The pious deeds of the monks and priests among the followers
of the Spiritl — upon Him be the peace of God — are remem-
bered in His presence. In this Day, however, let them give up
the life of seclusion and direct their steps towards the open
world and busy themselves with that which will profit them-
selves and others. We have granted them leave to enter into
wedlock that they may bring forth one who will make mention
of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen, the Lord of the
Exalted Throne.

The ninth Glad-Tidings

When the sinner findeth himself wholly detached and freed
from all save God, he should beg forgiveness and pardon from
Him. Confession of sins and transgressions before human be-
ings is not permissible, as it hath never been nor will ever be
conducive to divine forgiveness. Moreover such confession be-
fore people results in one’s humiliation and abasement, and
God — exalted be His glory — wisheth not the humiliation of
His servants. Verily He is the Compassionate, the Merciful.
The sinner should, between himself and God, implore mercy
from the Ocean of mercy, beg forgiveness from the Heaven of
generosity and say:

2 O God, my God! I implore Thee by the blood of Thy true

lovers who were so enraptured by Thy sweet utterance that
they hastened unto the Pinnacle of Glory, the site of the most
glorious martyrdom, and I beseech Thee by the mysteries which
lie enshrined in Thy knowledge and by the pearls that are
treasured in the ocean of Thy bounty to grant forgiveness unto
me and unto my father and my mother. Of those who show
forth mercy, Thou art in truth the Most Merciful. No God is
there but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

3 O Lord! Thou seest this essence of sinfulness turning unto the

ocean of Thy favor and this feeble one seeking the kingdom
of Thy divine power and this poor creature inclining himself
towards the daystar of Thy wealth. By Thy mercy and Thy
grace, disappoint him not, O Lord, nor debar him from the
revelations of Thy bounty in Thy days, nor cast him away
from Thy door which Thou hast opened wide to all that dwell
in Thy heaven and on Thine earth.

Alas! Alas! My sins have prevented me from approaching the
Court of Thy holiness and my trespasses have caused me to
stray far from the Tabernacle of Thy majesty. I have commit-
ted that which Thou didst forbid me to do and have put away
what Thou didst order me to observe.
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I pray Thee by Him Who is the sovereign Lord of Names to
write down for me with the Pen of Thy bounty that which will
enable me to draw nigh unto Thee and will purge me from my
trespasses which have intervened between me and Thy forgive-
ness and Thy pardon.

26 Verily, Thou art the Potent, the Bountiful. No God is there

but Thee, the Mighty, the Gracious.
The tenth Glad-Tidings

As a token of grace from God, the Revealer of this Most Great
Announcement, We have removed from the Holy Scriptures
and Tablets the law prescribing the destruction of books.

The eleventh Glad-Tidings

It is permissible to study sciences and arts, but such sciences as
are useful and would redound to the progress and advancement
of the people. Thus hath it been decreed by Him Who is the
Ordainer, the All-Wise.

The twelfth Glad-Tidings

It is enjoined upon every one of you to engage in some form
of occupation, such as crafts, trades and the like. We have
graciously exalted your engagement in such work to the rank
of worship unto God, the True One. Ponder ye in your hearts
the grace and the blessings of God and render thanks unto Him
at eventide and at dawn. Waste not your time in idleness and
sloth. Occupy yourselves with that which profiteth yourselves
and others. Thus hath it been decreed in this Tablet from
whose horizon the daystar of wisdom and utterance shineth
resplendent.

The most despised of men in the sight of God are those who
sit idly and beg. Hold ye fast unto the cord of material means,
placing your whole trust in God, the Provider of all means.
When anyone occupieth himself in a craft or trade, such oc-
cupation itself is regarded in the estimation of God as an act
of worship; and this is naught but a token of His infinite and
all-pervasive bounty.

The thirteenth Glad-Tidings

The men of God’s House of Justice have been charged with
the affairs of the people. They, in truth, are the Trustees of
God among His servants and the daysprings of authority in His
countries.

O people of God! That which traineth the world is Justice,
for it is upheld by two pillars, reward and punishment. These
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two pillars are the sources of life to the world. Inasmuch as
for each day there is a new problem and for every problem
an expedient solution, such affairs should be referred to the
Ministers of the House of Justice that they may act according
to the needs and requirements of the time. They that, for the
sake of God, arise to serve His Cause, are the recipients of
divine inspiration from the unseen Kingdom. It is incumbent
upon all to be obedient unto them. All matters of State should
be referred to the House of Justice, but acts of worship must
be observed according to that which God hath revealed in His
Book.

O people of Baha! Ye are the dawning-places of the love of
God and the daysprings of His loving-kindness. Defile not your
tongues with the cursing and reviling of any soul, and guard
your eyes against that which is not seemly. Set forth that which
ye possess. If it be favorably received, your end is attained; if
not, to protest is vain. Leave that soul to himself and turn
unto the Lord, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Be not the
cause of grief, much less of discord and strife. The hope is
cherished that ye may obtain true education in the shelter of
the tree of His tender mercies and act in accordance with that
which God desireth. Ye are all the leaves of one tree and the
drops of one ocean.

The fourteenth Glad-Tidings

9 It is not necessary to undertake special journeys to visit the

resting-places of the dead. If people of substance and affluence
offer the cost of such journeys to the House of Justice, it will
be pleasing and acceptable in the presence of God. Happy are
they that observe His precepts.

The fifteenth Glad-Tidings

Although a republican form of government profiteth all the
peoples of the world, yet the majesty of kingship is one of the
signs of God. We do not wish that the countries of the world
should remain deprived thereof. If the sagacious combine the
two forms into one, great will be their reward in the presence

of God.

In former religions such ordinances as holy war, destruction of
books, the ban on association and companionship with other
peoples or on reading certain books had been laid down and
affirmed according to the exigencies of the time; however, in
this mighty Revelation, in this momentous Announcement, the
manifold bestowals and favors of God have overshadowed all
men, and from the horizon of the Will of the Ever-Abiding
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Lord, His infallible decree hath prescribed that which We have
set forth above.

5 We yield praise unto God — hallowed and glorified be He — for s 3 J51 b Je dlw 5 SHlo bl 4d a
whatsoever He hath graciously revealed in this blessed, this < A eLc = f | C‘:"\’M 2 SOU ¢ )
glorious and incomparable Day. Indeed if everyone on earth
were endowed with a myriad tongues and were to continually
praise God and magnify His Name to the end that knoweth no
end, their thanksgiving would not prove adequate for even one
of the gracious favors We have mentioned in this Tablet. Unto
this beareth witness every man of wisdom and discernment, of
understanding and knowledge.
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BHO02686

Prefatory letter and note to the Bisharat
To: Edward Granville Browne
Date: 1308-06-11 [1891-Jan-22]

In the name of Him, Who binds together the hearts, in the o543 0liie 5 Uyl cd) 8y las ae
name of Him, the Great, the Beloved vednd 48 o BE 5 A

Praise be to God, Who having increased the friendship of [His] CMB_F25.8
chosen ones and their love, caused a new remembrance and

a new word to appear every day from the treasuries of the

hearts in such manner that attracted prepared and faithful

souls. Exalted is His utterance and exalted is His argument,

and there is no God but Him.
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The letter of that spiritual friend overwhelmed the [whole] be-
ing and opened the gate of joy and delight. Indeed, exultation
and joy having assumed shape appeared in the form of a leaf of
paper. Its arrival is [the source of] exultation and its fragrance
is a blessing. We ask [God], the True One, that this blessing
will not change [or] be replaced and will not be withheld by
the Heaven of Will, because He is the Excellent, the Generous.
A letter from friend to friend is a great blessing. Its station
is so high that the gems of oceans cannot equal it. At certain
moments [lit. at one moment of moments| this most high Word
arises from the Dawn of the Utterance of the One Who is the
Desire of the denizens of the world. His Word [reflects] the
full grandeur of His Utterance. If there is a way to conceive
an analogy or parallel for the breezes of Revelation, it is the
breezes of the utterance of a true friend. The truth is God’s
[who is] the Most High and Great.

After the arrival of the letter, [its] consideration [lit. contem-
plation] and reading, it was directed to the Horizon of the
Heaven of Command and was reported on in His presence. He
decreed: ‘Praise God [Who] is embarked on a Cause which is
the means of the tranquillity of [His| servants and the peace of
the inhabitants of the lands. We testify that He planted the
lotus-tree of love with a mighty hand [lit. hand of firmness]
and watered it with the spring rain of closeness and benevo-
lence. This tree will soon be made manifest by visible and
invisible fruits. These ripe fruits are, by God’s grace, abiding
and everlasting.

Some of the Divine ordinances contained in sundry epistles
were sent to this spiritual friend a little while ago. After the
report on them in the Most Holy Realm, He decreed: ‘Write
down and send the ordinances and commands which have so
far been collected, to wit the commands which are the cause
of the grace of God, glorified be He! They have now been
collected, reported on [in His| presence and sent. [We| hope
that the inhabitants of the world will become aware of that
which profits them and will hold fast to it. We ask [God], the
True One: May He increase the light of love at any time. For
He is the All-Mighty and is quick in responding to prayers.
22nd January 1891 corresponding to 11th Jamadi uth-thani
1308

Badi’
[Prefatory note to the text of Bisharat:]

...These Divine ordinances and commands, formerly revealed
in sundry epistles, in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, in the ‘Illuminations’
(Ishraqat), ‘Effulgences’ (Tajalliyat), ‘Ornaments’ (Tarazat),
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etc., have, agreeably to the Supreme and Most Holy Command,
been collected, that all may become cognizant of the grace,
mercy, and favour of God (great is His Glory!) in this Most
Mighty Manifestation and this Great Announcement, and may
engage in praise and thanksgiving to the Desired Object of all
the inhabitants of the world. Verily He helpeth His servants
unto that which He willeth, for He is the Wise Ordainer.

BHO02600

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi, in Akka
Date: 1308-08 [Mar-Apr 1891]

He is God, exalted be His majesty, His greatness and His power.

Universal praise hath appeared from the Kingdom of divine
favor, and in this station thanksgiving from all things is nec-
essary, for from its rustling is heard the blessed word “Ver-
ily, I am God’s greatest handiwork”, though only sanctified
and refined ears can hear it - others have no share or portion
in this call. In the first station and primary rank, the hear-
ers of this sweetest call have been the chosen ones and near
ones, through whom God’s straight path and His mighty Cause
were made manifest, and through whom the Lamp of existence
spoke both eve and morn concerning that which was revealed
and appeared - that which had been hidden from sight. The
kingdom belongeth unto God, the One, the Chosen.

The letter of that beloved of the heart arrived after his return,
and after its perusal and reading it was taken to the Holy
Presence and submitted. He said: “O Rida! Upon thee be the
peace of God, the Lord of Names and Creator of heaven. We
have heard thy call. Praise be to God, thou art successful in
attaining unto contentment, reconciliation and goodness. This
is a testimony which this Wronged One hath given and giveth
before those possessed of hearing ears, penetrating vision, and
the gathering of the assured and sincere ones. Thou wert with
Us in thy childhood and grew to maturity beneath the shel-
tering grace of God, the Lord of the worlds, and thou didst
migrate with the Wronged One until imprisonment ended in
the Most Great Prison. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to
make thee and those with thee among those who have no fear
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and who do not grieve. Verily, we are God’s and unto Him do
we return.” Thus did it end.

Praise be to God, that beloved of the heart hath ever been en-
gaged in remembrance and steadfast in service. The greatest of
all great bounties is that from the beginning of days thou wert
nurtured in the shadow of thy Lord and didst grow and develop.
Thou wert with Him and art with Him, and assuredly the end
is too sacred for mention by this evanescent one and those like
him. By the testimony of the Beloved, the end hath been and is
good. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, that this most great
bounty may endure as long as the kingdom and the heavenly
realm endure. And whatever was commanded should be given
to the loved ones - take from the aforementioned amount and
give it. The blessed month of Ramadan hath come, assistance
to some is necessary. We beseech God to send down upon His
loved ones a blessing from His presence and a bounty from His
own Self. The receipt was also sent. Peace, mercy and glory
be upon you and upon those with you and upon His loved ones
and chosen ones.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1308-08 [Mar-Apr 1891]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Greatness and the Power!

Your letter, that opening word adorning the preface of the
book of love, illumined the heart with the light of joy. After
perusal it was brought to the Most Holy and Most Exalted
Presence and presented, that is, whatever had been mentioned
and submitted. He said:

He is the Preserver, the Helper!

O Rida, O thou who circlest round Me and gazest toward My
horizon and turnest thy face toward My countenance! The ser-
vant in attendance hath appeared and read that which thou
didst commune with God, the Lord of the worlds, and pre-
sented what was inscribed in another leaf. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to assist thee to attain continuous connection
in all conditions, in such wise that no separation may affect it,
nor any remoteness or severance overtake it. Verily, He is the
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Hearer, the Answerer. The Glory from Us be upon thee and
upon him who was named Habibu’llah in the Book of Names,
and upon his mother and his two sisters. Convey My greetings
unto them and give them the glad-tidings of My remembrance.

The mention of trustworthiness and faithfulness in your let-
ter proved touching. He said: God willing, may you ever be
and continue to be adorned with these two most precious and
radiant garments.

That which you sent attained the presence and was honored
with apportionment. In the words of Jinab-i-Ism-i-Jud, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, may it endure. The
servant beseecheth his Lord for your preservation, your con-
tinuance, and your steadfastness in what you are upon in His
mighty and impregnable Cause.
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1308-08-09 [1891-Mar-20]

... To the presence of the beloved of hearts, Jinab-i-Haji Siyyid
Javad, upon him be the glory of God and His grace, I convey
greetings and express my sincere devotion. His missive truly
caused the appearance of joy and gladness. The remembrance
of friends is auspicious to the Friend. At this moment there is
no more time, as it is the day of writing in His presence. We
beseech Him, blessed and exalted is He, to assist us and grant
us success in that which He has commanded in His perspicuous
Book. Peace, remembrance and glory be upon you, upon those
with you, and upon God’s friends and chosen ones there and
in every quarter, near and far.
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To: Mirza Naim Sidihi et al., in Tihran
Date: 1308-08-23 [1891-Apr-3]

He is the Manifest, the Speaker, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Praise be befitting unto the Lord of all beings, Who through
His Most Exalted Word summoned the dwellers of the mortal
realm to the highest horizon and bestowed upon them a portion
of the sealed wine. This Word is, in one station, the water of
life unto them that are dead through self and desire, and in
another station, it is a shining light for the guidance of the
inhabitants of earth and heaven. At times it appeareth in the
form of fire - it is the cause of divine love’s warmth appearing
in the hearts and minds of all peoples. And at times it is as
a sovereign seated upon the throne of bounty and grace. It is
the ocean of favor wherein are hidden the pearls of wisdom and
utterance. It is the heaven of justice from which the stars of
trustworthiness and religion are visible. Blessed is the soul that
hath, through this radiant and effulgent light, set out for its
true homeland, and joy be to the one who hath turned towards
the Most Great News. Exalted be the majesty of God and His
dominion, exalted be His remembrance and His utterance, and
mighty be His proof. There is no God but Him.

Glory be unto Thee, O God of the world and Goal of the na-
tions! Thou knowest and seest that one of Thy chosen servants
hath turned to Thy servant who was named Diya’ in the Book
of Names, and desired to mention him in the court of Thy
might and the sanctuary of Thy holiness. I beseech Thee, O
Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most Great Name through which
Thou hast caused the rain of generosity to descend upon the
nations, and by Thy sovereignty which hath encompassed all
existence both seen and unseen, and by the waves of the ocean
of Thy mercy, and by the splendors of the luminary of Thy
grace, to ordain for him and for those whom he hath men-
tioned in his letter that which will draw them nigh unto Thee
and give them to drink of the water of everlasting life from the
hand of Thy bounty, and attract them to the atmosphere of
Thy might and the heaven of Thy mercy. Then write down
for them, with Thy Most Exalted Pen, the reward of attaining
Thy presence, O Lord of all beings and Lord of the throne on
high and of the dust beneath. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Generous.

Thy letter was received, and as it was a bearer of a petition
intended for the Possessor of the Point of Existence and the
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King of the seen and unseen, after its presentation and permis-
sion before the Seat of Justice, all of it was presented and was
honored to be heard. Then the waves of the ocean of utterance
appeared and the sun of grace shone forth from the horizon of
the bounty of our Lord, the Most Merciful. He spoke, and His
word is the truth: In My Name, the Manifest, the Speaker, the
All-Knowing.

O Na’im! Upon thee be My glory! One of the Branches named
Diya’ appeared before Me with thy letter. Blessed be thy
tongue for having uttered the praise of God, and thy heart
for having turned unto Him, and thy face for having been di-
rected towards the light of His countenance, and thy pen for
having flowed with His remembrance, and thy heart for hav-
ing given birth to the maidens of remembrance and utterance.
We beseech God to aid thee and to assist thee, and to make
what hath flowed from thy tongue a treasure for thee with Him.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

This is a Day wherein all things have been stirred up by the
breezes of Revelation, yet most of the people are in evident
doubt. The Sun of Utterance hath dawned from the horizon of
the heaven of proof, and the Dove of Knowledge hath warbled
upon the highest branches. O concourse of creation! Your
Lord, the All-Merciful, hath come with power and sovereignty.
Beware lest ye deprive yourselves from drawing nigh unto Him.
Cast away what ye possess, turning unto God, the Lord of all
men. The treasures of the earth shall profit you not; cast them
behind you and take what hath been given you by God, the
Lord of Lords.

Blessed art thou, O Na’im, for having attained unto My bounty,
which is My favor in one station and My knowledge in another,
and My grace which We sent down aforetime and afterwards,
and on this Day which hath been named the Day of God in
the Scriptures and Tablets. Beware lest the happenings of the
world grieve thee or the clamor of the nations prevent thee
from My Choice Wine, whose seal We have broken with the
fingers of might and power. We have desired to give thee to
drink thereof cup after cup and chalice after chalice, that it may
take thee from thyself and attract thee to a station whereon
hath been raised the banner of grandeur by the command of
God, the Commander, the All-Wise.

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not the dawning-places of
idle fancies and vain imaginings. This is a Day wherein the Call
hath been raised in the prison of ‘Akka. Blessed is he who hath
heard and responded, and woe unto every heedless doubter.
We have adorned the preamble of the Book of Existence with
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this Name at which the limbs of the wicked have quaked. When
thou hearest My call and takest and drinkest the choice wine
of My utterance, turn with thy heart to the Dawning-Place of
inspiration and say:

Praise be to Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto Thee,
O my Aim, and glory be unto Thee, O Beloved of my heart, and
bounty be unto Thee, O my Adored One, for having guided me
unto Thy path, given me to drink of the wine of Thy bestowal,
and shown me Thy signs. I beseech Thee by the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing, and by its fruits and its
rustling, and by the flowing rivers and their murmuring, and
by the breezes of Thy Day and their whistling, to manifest
through me that which will draw the people nigh unto the court
of Thy grace and the threshold of Thy nearness. O Lord! Thou
beholdest me speaking Thy praise amongst Thy servants and
holding fast unto the cord of Thy bounty, O Lord of existence
and Sovereign of the seen and unseen! There is none other God
but Thee, the Bestower, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Verily, We desire at this time to make mention of him who
was attracted by My verses and achieved the spreading of My
writings throughout My lands and spoke My praise amidst My
servants - he who was named Sina in the Tablet of Names.
We testify that he turned, hastened, heard and answered his
Ancient Lord. O Sina! Hearken unto My Most Glorious call
from the horizon of the Prison of Akka. Verily, it attracts thee
and draws thee nigh unto God, the Lord of all worlds. We have
mentioned thee time and again, and answered thee repeatedly,
and revealed for thee that which shall be immortalized in My
perspicuous Book. We have heard thy call and that which
the tongue of thy heart hath uttered. Verily thy Lord heareth
and seeth, and He is the Hearing, the Responding. We testify
that thou didst turn to the Most Exalted Horizon when every
heedless and remote one turned away. Thou didst take hold of
the Book of God with a power from Him and didst convey His
Cause in such wise that neither the might of princes nor the
doubts of the divines could deter thee. Verily thy Lord was
with thee in all conditions. He is the Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Say: O concourse of the earth! The promised Day hath come,
and the Promised One calleth from His glorious station, sum-
moning all unto the straight Path of God. Beware lest the
world and whatsoever is therein prevent you from turning to-
ward the light of His Countenance. Turn ye, and be not of
the heedless ones. The ocean of utterance hath surged in cre-
ation before the faces of all religions. Hear! Hear! And be not
of them that hesitate. O Sina! This is the Day wherein the
lips of Sinai smiled at meeting its Interlocutor, and the Tree
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at its Speaker. Blessed is the ear that heard, called out and
said: “Thine is the praise, O Thou Who art the Goal of all who
are in the heavens and on earth!” We have mentioned thee in
numerous Tablets and preserved thee through a company of
angels drawn nigh.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Turn thy face toward him who was
named Nayyir in My Luminous Book, then make mention of
him in such wise as to attract the hearts of the sincere ones. We
have heard thy call and answered thee with a Tablet wherewith
God hath adorned the preface of His Preserved Book. We
testify that thou didst traverse the lands to spread the signs of
thy Lord, the Speaking, the All-Knowing. Say: O people! The
Day that was promised in the Books of God, the Mighty, the
Praised, hath come. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of that
which hath been manifested therein through truth. Fear God
and be not of the wrongdoers.

Your remembrances have been presented, and that which
dawned from the horizon of your hearts in praise of your
Creator, Who came with manifest sovereignty. We found
therein the fragrance of your sincerity and your turning
unto Him, and your steadfastness in this Cause whereby
the limbs of the servants trembled, save those whom the
hand of thy Lord’s power delivered - the Strong, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. This is the Day wherein
the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost End and the
flowing of the Kawthar of utterance in the Supreme Paradise

were raised high, yet the people remain behind a thick veil.

Blessed is the power that rent asunder the veils and cast away
names, turning unto the Ocean of Knowledge, from whose
waves one heareth: “The gate of heaven hath been opened
and the Lord of the Kingdom of Eternity hath come with a
Cause before which all the hosts of the heavens and earth
cannot stand.” Thus have We remembered thee and cast upon
thee that which attracteth thee once and again, raising thee
to a station beyond which the remembrances and descriptions
of the servants are cut off. To this testifieth He Who speaketh
in every condition that there is none other God but Me, the
Forgiving, the Merciful.

Praise be to God! The light of utterance hath dawned from
the horizon of the Will of Him Who is the Desire of all worlds
- a dawning that hath illumined all hearts and souls. Blessed
is this Day, for the hidden treasure hath been revealed and
the concealed mystery hath become manifest. I beseech God
not to debar or deprive His servants from the shore of the
ocean of mercy. Glory be to God! Despite the doors of divine
favors being flung wide, the Sun of Truth shining forth, and
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the rivers of bounty flowing, most are seen to be veiled and
debarred on this Day which is attributed to God, known by
Him, and recorded by the Eternal Pen in the divine Books as
the Day of God. Nevertheless, they remain occupied with their
own like and heedless of that which is with God. This Prisoner
declareth:

My God, my God! I testify to Thy sovereignty that hath en-
compassed all created things, to Thy power that hath subdued
all possibilities, and to the sanctification of Thy Being and the
exaltation of Thine Essence above the description of all crea-
tures. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Beloved of the
nations, by Thy Most Great Name through which the door of
the hidden treasure was opened and the pearls concealed in the
shells of the ocean of Thy hidden knowledge were revealed, to
assist Thy servants to draw nigh unto Thee and to turn unto
the lights of Thy countenance in Thy days. O Lord! Make
known to them Thy straight path and Thy mighty Message,
and enable them to return to the door of Thy mercy and to
draw nigh unto the court of Thy glory. O Lord! Deny them not
through Thy grace and bounty. I testify, and all things testify,
to Thy power, Thy sovereignty, Thy greatness and Thy might.
There is none other God but Thee, the Single One, the Unique,
the Protector of all that is in the heavens and the earth.

Mention was made of Master Ibrahim Saffar, upon him be the
Glory of God, the Chosen One. After being presented before
the Seat of Justice, these brilliant verses were sent down from
the heaven of the Lord of the Kingdom of Names. His word -
exalted be His utterance and mighty His proof:

He is the All-Knowing Expositor

O Saffar! The Wronged One of the world hath turned toward
thee from the Most Great Prison and maketh mention of thee.
Rejoice thou in this most great favor that hath encompassed
existence both seen and unseen. I testify to that which God
hath testified: There is none other God but He, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.

O Ibrahim! The Friend of all regions sent sacrifices to the
place of martyrdom, yet none took notice. These are souls who
gave their lives and uttered not an unseemly word. Indeed,
they manifested such power, might and detachment as had
no likeness or equal. The pens of the world and tongues of
nations are powerless to praise them and fall short of describing
them. Each one shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of
detachment like the sun, neither concealed by the clouds of idle
fancies nor veiled from light by the mists of vain imaginings.
Glorified be He Who aided them and brought them into being]!
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Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken at this moment from
His exalted station. The resplendent and manifest glory be
upon thee and upon thy son who turned toward God, the Lord
of the Mighty Throne, and attained recognition at a time when
ignorance had encompassed most of creation to such extent
that they turned away from the Speaking One, the Manifest,
the All-Knowing.

This is what was revealed for Mirza Husayn, upon him be the
Glory of God.

He is the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O Husayn! Upon thee be My Glory! This blessed Day is asso-
ciated with Truth and in it hath appeared that which no eye in
the world hath seen its like. The bounty of utterance is mani-
fest, the table of knowledge is descended, the ocean of generos-
ity is surging, and the sun of divine knowledge is shining from
the horizon of the heaven of proof. Yet the people remain heed-
less, for the veils of fancy have so seized them that they cannot
distinguish nearness from remoteness, nor knowledge from ig-
norance. Blessed is the soul that hath passed beyond tales
of doubt, allusions, conjectures and fancies, and hath turned
toward the horizon of certitude. Such a one is of the people
of Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark. When thou
findest the fragrance of utterance, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
my Lord, the All-Merciful, for having illumined my heart with
the light of Thy knowledge, enabled me to turn unto Thee,
and guided me to Thy path and to Thy Great Announcement,
whereby the limbs of Thy creatures have trembled, save those
whom Thou didst deliver by Thy power. O Lord! Thou seest
Thy servant turning unto Thee and clinging to Thee and to
Thy sovereignty. I beseech Thee to make me firm, steadfast
and upright in Thy Cause and in Thy love. Verily Thou art the
All-Powerful over what Thou willest, and Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.”

This Prisoner beseecheth God, exalted be His glory, to send
down especially for His loved ones that which is everlasting
and enduring, which centuries and ages cannot alter, and which
armies and hosts cannot erase. Thou art He Who is so powerful
that the denial and opposition of the wicked cannot prevent
Thee from Thy purpose nor hold Thee back from showing forth
Thy bounty.

Mention was made of Aga Murad-‘Ali-i-Kirmani, upon him be
the Glory of God. After being submitted before the Luminous
Countenance, these words shone forth from the horizon of the
Divine Will. He saith, blessed and exalted be He:
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He is the Single One, the All-Informed

26 O Murad! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of cre-

ation! Hear the call of the Desired One from the direction of
the Most Great Prison. Verily He will strengthen thee, prosper
thee, and bring thee nigh unto the Most Exalted Paradise, the
Station wherein the Call was raised and the mysteries of what
was and what will be were revealed, and whereby the Lote-Tree
of the Uttermost Boundary and the Green Tree in the Supreme
Paradise spoke, and the Dove of Utterance warbled upon the
branch of possibility. The dominion of earth and heaven be-
longeth unto God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. This
is a Day wherein every one possessed of ears hath heard the
mention of all things, and every one possessed of sight hath
beheld the horizon of Revelation. Grieve not over anything,
nor over the vicissitudes and changes of the world. Hold fast
unto that which beseemeth this Day wherein the Mount hath
been seized by the rapture of the utterance of thy Lord, the
Possessor of existence. Verily the Hijaz crieth out, and Batha
speaketh, and Yathrib hath exclaimed saying: “Glory be unto
thee, O ‘Akka, in that the Throne of Justice hath been estab-
lished upon thee and the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken:
‘Grandeur belongeth unto God, the Lord of the seen and the
unseen.”’” Thus have We sent down the verses and dispatched
them unto thee that thou mayest rejoice and give thanks unto
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

> And this is what was revealed for Aqa Muhammad, son of him

who attained the recognition of our Lord, the All-Merciful, in
these days. He saith, mighty be His utterance, great His verses,
and glorious His proof:

He is God, the Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Knowing

O Muhammad! Upon thee be My glory! We have mentioned
thee before in verses from which there flowed the rivers of wis-
dom and utterance throughout all contingent being. Exalted is
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, Who hath turned toward thee from
the precincts of the Prison and remembered thee in such wise
as to attract the hearts and souls. Blessed art thou and blessed
are they whom names have not kept back from their Lord and
Sovereign. Verily thy Lord is the Omnipotent over whatsoever
He willeth through His word “Be,” and it is. Say: O people
of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful and follow not your idle
fancies. Follow the Truth, the Knower of things unseen, Who
hath come from the horizon of power with the standards of
His signs. Read, then be fair, and be not of those who behold
the light yet deny it. That which was never manifest in the
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world hath appeared, and He hath come through Whose re-
membrance the Bayan was adorned, and before it the Qur’an,
and before it the Torah, the Gospel and the Psalms. Beware
lest ye deprive yourselves of that which hath been manifested
in truth. Cast away the people and what they possess, then
your conjectures and imaginings. Thus doth He command you
from Whose presence is a preserved Tablet. The resplendent,
effulgent light be upon thee and upon those who have hear-
kened unto the call and have said: “Here am I! Here am I! O
Thou Lord of the seen and unseen!”

This was revealed for Ustad Hasan of K. Upon him be the
Glory of God.

In My Name, the One with Power over all names.

O Hasan! Upon thee be My Glory! The Treasure hath ap-
peared and the mysteries have been revealed and the trees
have put forth leaves, yet the people hear not. This is the Day
wherein the Mount calleth out: “By God! The Lord of the
Manifestation hath come, and He is my Interlocutor through
Whom hands were raised toward God, the Mighty, the Lov-
ing, and through Whom the eyes of those near unto God were
gladdened, and all things proclaimed: ‘Glory and Dominion be-
long unto God, the Lord of the Promised Day!”’ O concourse
of kings! Turn with radiant faces toward the Supreme Hori-
zon, the Station wherein the Sovereign was established upon
the throne of utterance and spoke that whereby the dwellers
of the graves arose. O company of the heedless! Be fair before
God - by what proof did ye believe in God’s Messengers of old,
and by what evidence do ye turn away from Him at Whose
call all things have spoken and at Whose rising all within the
kingdom of creation have arisen to serve the Cause of God,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Kind? Read what ye possess and
We shall read what We possess, that ye may recognize the
Dawning-Place of God’s Manifestation and the Dayspring of
all matters.

This is the Day wherein the murmuring of the Water of Life
hath been raised throughout all contingent being, yet most of
the people comprehend not. They have cast justice aside and
taken injustice as their helper instead of God. Verily, they are
accounted among the most lost in My preserved Tablet. Say:
Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having sent down unto
Thy servant Thy greatest signs and manifested unto him Thy
mighty evidences. I beseech Thee to assist me in that which
shall cause my remembrance to endure among Thy servants,
and to aid me in deeds from which the fragrance of Thy good-
pleasure may be diffused. Thou art, verily, the Omnipotent,
the Mighty, the Beloved.
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This was revealed for Muhammad-Rida. Upon him be the

Glory of God and His loving-kindness.

5 He is the One Who ruleth over all names.

i We have made mention of thee time and again, and have sent

down unto thee that which hath diffused the fragrances of di-
vine Revelation throughout the world. To this beareth witness
the Mother Book in its ultimate retreat. We have made men-
tion of them that have believed when, as the Voice was raised
from the mouth of God’s Will, the Concourse on High cried
out: “O peoples of the earth! This is your Lord, the Most Glo-
rious, Who hath come from the heaven of bounty with power
and sovereignty.” This is the Day that hath been inscribed
by the Most Exalted Pen, in the Sacred Scrolls and Tablets.
Say: O people of the Bayan! Die in your wrath! The Hidden
Treasure hath appeared, and He Who was concealed in God’s
knowledge, the Lord of all men, hath been made manifest. Say:
The Sun hath risen, and the Light hath shone forth, and the
Fire in the Tree on Sinai doth call aloud and give glad-tidings
unto the people of this Revelation which was promised in the
Books of God, the Lord of Lords. Can anyone stand before
Him in the presence of all creation? Can any horseman gallop
with Him in the arena of wisdom and utterance? Fear ye the
All-Merciful, and follow not your desires. Follow Him Who
calleth you unto God, the Lord of all Religions. Thus hath the
Most Exalted Pen spoken in the prison of Akka, as bidden by
God, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful.

7 And this is what was revealed for His Honour ‘Ali-Muhammad,

upon him be the glory of God:

In My Name, the Compassionate, the Generous

O Muhammad! Thou hast been blessed by My mention time
and again, and by My favor repeatedly. O Tailor! Upon thee
be the glory of God, the Revealer of verses. Behold, then
remember what We revealed in the Tablet to His Majesty the
Sultan, may the All-Merciful assist him. We said: We were
sitting beneath a sword suspended by a thread, not knowing
whether it would fall soon or after a while. The matter is in
God’s hands, the Lord of the worlds. Remember My loved ones
on My behalf and say: The lamp is surrounded by winds, yet
it hath taken neither guardian nor protector. To this testifieth
the Mother Book which is with Him. The glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon
My loved ones who have turned unto My horizon, who have
attained unto My mention and My traces, and who have drunk
the choice wine sealed from the hand of My bounty. We testify
that they are My loved ones in the Hereafter and in this world,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ale

TV e el
bl SO US 5520 dw 320 STUSS LN
PRI S iy gl § ) i
P R S RN TR £ S U RTIRY
RN PSRN
3y s Laall T e G sj\@‘y\ﬂ, |da
5 N a g Oy Vs Sl
1ige Ol e b 5 100015 Gl
o 1 g S S i e 3
GJUJ)LJ\SJML;JG\}&J))B\}@LL
Glasye O ) sl Ve U 2
o5t O Al 5 Ja SV G Al
Ol Sl ) 1 ey r nd) Sl
oI K g 3 N W) gl SO
Ol sl sl

QT e a2 o QL J5 L s

(‘:ﬂ\ d“‘:'l\(_s“"’ :

55 rlim 5500 dm3oe 65 o B AR L
S Jse A Lr&clab-bef.sw
O 5 e o s L 5 ¢
uxcw_,;ut,tguuaf)\m

P LIS S IV W P A
Js“pw;u,\js\u&w;)‘&m
i) 1L 41 2N bl _— 5
c.\o.x.;y&),\:wm,\! Ll
S @y ele 31 o 321 L OR
S5 1530 5 B A3 el B! e 5
Sloe sy oo o5l o) 1y 3 5
B Jed 5 35V 552 G U vr‘-'\r@
5 Bl Jadl Sl wepers Jo i O

19

34

35

36

4

39



Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00162

and We beseech God to open before their faces the doors of
grace, favor, and bounty. Verily, He is the Lord of existence
and in His grasp is the dominion of all who are in earth and
heaven.

And this is what was revealed for His Honour Haydar, upon
him be the glory of God, the Lord of destiny:

He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous

O Haydar! Upon thee be My glory and My glorification. Hear
My call at this time when sorrows have encompassed Me from
those who have violated the Covenant and Testament. They
have cast the ocean of utterance behind their backs, turning
unto the daysprings of fancy and idle imagination. By My life!
They worship idols and know not. We testify that they are
among the most lost in God’s Book, the Lord of the Kingdom.
Say: O people of the Bayan! The Sun of Truth hath risen
from the horizon of Will and the rivers of wisdom and utter-
ance have flowed. Fear God, O daysprings of fancy! This is the
Day wherein the earth hath revealed its treasures, the heaven
its mysteries, the sun its radiance, and the Tree its fruits. Cast
away your vain imaginings, then hasten unto God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. We have mentioned thee before and
have sent unto thee that which hath diffused the fragrances
of utterance throughout all possibility. To this testifieth the
Book of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Glorify
My loved ones on My behalf, remind them of My verses, and
illumine them with the light of My favor. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the Forgiving. And We remem-
ber My handmaidens who have believed in God, the Lord of
this exalted station. Glory be upon thee and upon them from
God, the Knower of the unseen.

He is the Hearing, the Answering.

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Shaykh Muham-
mad, son of him who turned to My countenance, soared in
My atmosphere, migrated with Me and heard My sweetest call
when it was raised between earth and heaven. We testify that
he is among those near to God, the Lord of Hosts. Verily
he hath a station and rank with his Lord. Blessed is he who
maketh mention of him and readeth what We have revealed
for him in this praiseworthy station.

O Muhammad! When thou hast been blessed to hearken unto
My verses, say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having re-
membered me in Thy Most Great Prison and revealed unto me
that which the understanding of nations hath failed to grasp.
O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I have
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turned unto Thee, detached from all else but Thee. I beseech
Thee by the lights of the hearts of Thy loved ones and their
submission when reading Thy verses and Thy signs, and by the
hidden mysteries of Thy knowledge which were veiled from un-
derstanding and sight, to make me steadfast in Thy love such
that neither the mighty tempests of injustice nor the storms
of every rejected misbeliever may move me. O Lord! Ordain
for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will preserve
me from all else save Thee and draw me nigh unto Thee. Ver-
ily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is
none other God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the
Mighty, the Loving.

O Na’im! Upon thee be My glory! FEach of the mentioned
loved ones hath drunk from the cup of bounty and received his
portion from the effulgences of the light of the Sun of proof.
Say: My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee throughout the
everlasting dominion of the Kingdom, and glorification be unto
Thee throughout the eternal sovereignty of the Realm of Might,
for having turned toward Thy servant from the direction of Thy
Prison - he whom Thou didst aid to turn toward Thee in the
days of Thy Manifestation and gave to drink from the Salsabil
of bounty through Thy generosity and grace. I beseech Thee,
O Lord of the worlds, by the lights of Thy countenance and
by the Tree beyond which there is no passing, from which Thy
call was raised, to aid Thy servants and creatures to make up
for what hath escaped them in Thy days. Verily Thou art
the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The glory
shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon
thee and upon those who have believed in God and His signs,
and turned unto Him when His call was raised, and upon every
one steadfast, upright and trustworthy.

7 Glad tidings! Glad tidings! For the ocean of utterance hath

appeared in the pole of contingent being with such waves as
the eye of creation hath not seen from the beginning of the
first beginning until now, nor shall it see the like thereof. In
this luminous dawn, when granted audience, was heard that
of which each letter was a spirit for bodies and a light for the
lands. Glory be to God! The Sun of proof shineth from one
direction, the Sun of utterance riseth from another direction.
The tongues of the world fall short and are powerless to men-
tion that which was observed and witnessed.

. My God, my God! Withhold not Thy loved ones from drawing

nigh unto Thee and turning toward the court of Thy might. I
beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted Word, which the sincere
ones behold as the Water of Life for the renewal of contingent
being, and the near ones see as the light of the All-Merciful in
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the lands, and the detached ones as the Most Great Mystery
among the nations, and the believers as the healing medicine
for the sick - blessed is he who hath heard and seen, and happy
is he who hath drunk the water of immortality and been seized
by the rapture of the Call to a station wherein he seeth naught
save God, the Single One, the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

Make mention of each of the loved ones in that land on behalf
of the Prisoner and convey greetings, and illumine them with

the light of the utterance of the Desired One of the worlds.

Verily He loveth His loved ones and remembereth them with
that whereby their stations are exalted. He is the Protector
of the doers of good, the Helper of the sincere ones, and the
Master of the Day of Judgment. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds. The glory and the remembrance and the praise
and the light that hath shone forth from the horizon of God’s
will, the Lord of Names, be upon thee and upon God’s loved
ones there who have cast away the world, holding fast to the
Luminous Handle, by the command of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

Diya’, On the 23rd of the month of Sha’ban in the year 1308.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1308-08-2/ [1891-Apr-4]

..My God, my God! Withhold not Thy loved ones from the
ocean of Thy bounty, nor disappoint them of what lieth with
Thee of the wonders of Thy generosity and the sun of Thy
grace. I beseech Thee, O Illuminator of the horizons with the
light of the Covenant, to ordain for Thy loved ones every good
thing Thou hast sent down in Thy Book and destined for Thy
chosen ones. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the
All-Bountiful....
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Istanbul
Date: 1308-08-26 [1891-Apr-6]

Praise be to the Lord of creation Who, through His Most Ex-
alted Word, bestowed upon the people of the mortal realm the
Kawthar of divine knowledge. The water of life and the foun-
tain of existence have ever flowed and continue to flow from the
Divine Word. He is the Bestower of eternal life and everlast-
ing existence. Blessed is the soul that perceived His fragrance
and hastened toward His direction, in such wise that neither
the means of the world, nor its wealth and riches, nor its orna-
ments could deter him from his purpose. With complete power
did he turn and partake thereof. Glorified be the Creator, glori-
fied be the Originator, glorified be the Bestower Who, through
a single word, granted heavenly sustenance and true bounty,
which is the knowledge of God’s Own Self, exalted be His glory.
Like the spring showers of the All-Merciful, He caused the rain
of wisdom and utterance to pour upon the earth of the hearts
of them that are sincere and devoted, that all might attain
the fruits of their own being and become aware of the purpose
for which they were brought forth from nothingness into the
realm of existence. This bounty cannot be comprehended by
the understanding of the world, nor can the pens of nations
enumerate it....
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BH10938

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi et al., in Beirut
Date: 1308-08-27 7 [1891-Apr-7]

We love thee and those whom thou seest adorned with the or-
nament of trustworthiness and piety, and with that which they
have been commanded concerning truthfulness and chastity in
the Book of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Blessed is the
soul that hath found the fragrance of utterance and heard that
which hath been sent down from God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. God hath willed to aid His Cause through the
hosts of deeds and character. Blessed is he who hath recognized
and attained, and woe unto the heedless and the deniers....
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O servant in attendance! For twelve years We associated and
consorted with the people of Iraq with perfect love, harmony
and favor. At the time of Our departure from the house and
arrival in the garden which was named Ridvan, most of the offi-
cials and notables of the government and country were grieved
to witness it, and some of the princes wept. In truth, a new
resurrection arose....

We make mention of all Our loved ones and counsel them to ob-
serve trustworthiness, which is God’s trust amongst all things,
and righteousness, which God hath made a shelter for such of
His servants as are nigh unto Him and a stronghold for such
of His bondsmen as are sincere in their faith, and whatsoever
will exalt their stations among the peoples....

BRL_TRUST#13x, BRL_TRUST#23x, COC#2025x, COC#2035x
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BHUO0009

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-09 ca. [1891-Apr]

In the days of the Abode of Peace, we ourselves would sit in the
coffeehouse and meet with people, both familiar and strangers,
from within and without. The services and hardships of those
days—indeed far greater—in Adrianople, and now many times
more, the Most Great Branch has borne in Akka. For in Bagh-
dad we were not outwardly imprisoned, and the Cause of God
had not one-hundredth of its present fame, nor did its oppo-
nents number one-hundredth of what they do now. In the Land
of Mystery we would meet with some, but in the Most Great
Prison we have met with no one and have completely closed
the door of association. And all these burdens the Master has
borne for our comfort and ease. The Master has become an
impregnable fortress and a mighty shield before all peoples and
nations, and has given us rest. First He prepared for us the
Mansion of Mazra’ih where we stayed, and then the Mansion
of Bahji. And He has arisen to serve the Cause and been so
confirmed that He does not even have time to come to the
Mansion of Bahji weekly, while we commune with the friends
and are occupied with revealing verses and tablets, and He is
in hardship and difficulty, for association with these people is
more troublesome than anything else.
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On another day, speaking of something related, He said that
the eloquence of the Most Great Branch and His power, influ-
ence and dominion are not yet known or apparent. Later it will
become clear with what power, penetration and divine grace
He will raise the banner of the Most Great Name at the world’s
center, and how He will gather all who dwell on earth beneath
the pavilion of peace and tranquility. If it were possible for
anyone upon first arriving in the city of Akka to meet the
Most Great Branch, and then on departing to see some of the
sincere friends and leave the city, it would be more beneficial
for their spiritual condition, for they would not have observed
human thoughts and earthly deeds. If souls have eyes to see,
the signs of Truth would not be obscured from them.

BKOG.409-410, AFNAN.030-031

BHUO0019

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-09 ca. [1891-Apr]

Nasiri’d-Din Shah and ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz both transgressed against
Us and harmed the body of the Cause of God, but the tyranny
of ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz was by far the more severe, because he ban-
ished, without any reason, the Wronged One of the worlds to
the Most Great Prison. Nasiri’d-Din Shah, however, because
of the ignorant action of the believers in the early days of the
Cause, whenever he strokes his limbs and feels the pellets un-
der his skin, is roused in anger to commit these harsh deeds
and adopt tyrannical measures against the friends, spilling the
blood of innocent people. Notwithstanding all these injuries in-
flicted upon them by the Shah and the government, the friends
do not stop practicing their Faith openly and do not observe
wisdom. You cannot blame them, because two great festivals
have been joined into one, foreshadowing a brilliant future for
the Cause of God in all corners of the world.

BKOG.412-413, AFNAN.035
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1308-09-07 [1891-Apr-16]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to the One God, whose Call is matchless, whose men-
tion is matchless, and whose Revelation is matchless. Unique-
ness befitteth Him and peerlessness is the station of His loved
ones, how much more His own Essence, exalted be He — noth-
ing can be likened unto His likeness. There is no God but Him,
the Single, the One, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Light and radiance, glory and splendor be upon the Hands of
His Cause, who broke not His covenant and disputed not His
verses, who responded when they heard and turned towards
Him when the people were in manifest rejection. We beseech
God to guide all to the horizon of His grace and draw them
nigh unto Him. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

O beloved of my heart! The letters sent from the city of Qaf
arrived one after another like the spring rain. Praise be to God,
each of these letters was a clear book mentioning the Purpose
of all who are in the heavens and earth. After their perusal and
reading, they were presented before the presence of the Lord of
the Day of Resurrection. This is what the Tongue of Grandeur
spoke, exalted be His glory and mighty be His utterance:

O Amin! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of the worlds.
Praise be to the Purpose of the world Who granted thee suc-
cess in serving His Cause and confirmed thee in that which
its mention shall endure throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven. All that thou didst mention regarding the friends was
heard. We beseech God to enable all to achieve the most great
steadfastness, such that neither ranks and multitudes nor the
means and colors of the world shall prevent them from the
straight path. Say: O people of the earth! This is the Day
of God wherein none is mentioned save Him. Fear God and
be not of the heedless ones. Cast away what ye possess and
take what ye are commanded by God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O Amin! From the beginning of days until now thou hast stood
firm in service, held fast to the hem of trustworthiness, and
clung to the cord of steadfastness. This is from the bounties
of the Day of God which have encompassed thee. The affairs
of God are entrusted to thee. That which hath appeared from
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thee in service to the Cause thus far hath been attested to by
the Tongue of Grandeur. Blessed art thou and joy be unto
thee. We beseech God to enable all to achieve that which will
cause the exaltation of His Cause.

He who standeth in service hath indeed been blessed with spe-
cial favors. The Tongue of Grandeur in the most exalted sta-
tion beareth witness to his service and his turning unto God.
What thou didst mention regarding him is the truth, no doubt
therein. Divine success and confirmation are present at his
right hand and his left. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to exalt him through His Name, to assist him with His
hosts, and to strengthen him through His bounty. Verily, He is
powerful over what He willeth, and He is the Single, the One,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Amin! In all conditions, keep thy gaze fixed upon God and
His attributes. The purpose is that all should be pleased with
thee. The Most Exalted Pen hath testified concerning thee to
that which causeth the exaltation of the Word of God. How-
ever, following the example of God, exalted be His glory, in
all conditions is beloved, especially for thee who art associated
with Him, mentioned through Him, and known by Him. The
fragrance of thy character should be so diffused that no one
would find cause for discussion. Verily, He hath aided thee
and will aid thee and will be with thee, and He is the Compas-
sionate, the Trustworthy.

We behold the friends of that land with loving-kindness, re-
member them with grace, and turn to them with love. Praise
be to God, they are engaged in service and illumined with
the light of recognition. Soon shall they witness the rewards of
their deeds and what God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, hath
ordained for them. Due to the arrival of the Most Great Branch
and the coming and going of the friends, the response to Jamal
and ‘Ali-Akbar — upon them be My glory and loving-kindness
— was delayed. God willing, they shall attain hereafter to what
is befitting. Give them glad tidings, and to My friends, from
God, the Bestower, the Generous.

Praise be to God, the grace and loving-kindness of the True
One, exalted be His glory, hath ever been and continueth to
be directed towards His servants. The sincere ones and those
drawn nigh, by the testimony of God — exalted be His glory —
are present before the Seat of Justice. Happy are they!

Regarding what you wrote about Ghulam — upon him be the
glory of the All-Merciful — having allocated funds to be deliv-
ered over four months by him who serveth the Cause — upon
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him be the glory of God and His loving-kindness — they com-
manded that two months thereof be [delivered] to the teachers
— upon them be the glory of God, His loving-kindness and His
mercy. O Trustee! Those assured souls must be considered
until God openeth before their faces the gates of His blessings.
Verily, He is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

It is submitted that in the Most Holy Presence, unless funds are
needed they are not accepted. For some time no funds reached
this land until a debt of three hundred liras accumulated, hence
those funds were allocated. Yesterday Ism-i-Jud — upon him
be the glory of God and His loving-kindness — arrived and
mentioned the receipt of the allocated funds.

Regarding the purchase of land in Haifa previously mentioned,
most of the shares from various places, namely Egypt, Port
Said, Beirut, and Akka, were, according to instructions, re-
turned to their owners since no land was found to purchase.
The manager of this matter was our Master, His Holiness the
Blessed Branch, Aqa Mirza Badi’u’llah — may my spirit be a
sacrifice for his coming — therefore whatever they deemed ap-
propriate was done and the remainder is being returned these
days. After the arrival of your beloved letter, the command
was again issued to proceed to that land for some days that if
found, they may purchase it in your name. This is from God’s
grace upon you and upon the sincere ones and those drawn
nigh among His servants.

As for the Leaf — upon her be the glory of God — after sub-
mission to the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence, they
commanded that these matters and affairs pertaining to rights
revert to you. Thus it hath ever been and God willing shall con-
tinue to be. If she seeketh to attain the presence, you should
make arrangements and send her. If she proceedeth with ‘Ali-
Akbar it is acceptable, as he originally mentioned this matter,
or with another person who meets with his approval.

5 You should be engaged in the refinement of souls and the exal-

tation of the Word in all regions with perfect detachment. We
beseech God to assist you, to aid you, and through you to raise
the standards of His acceptable [virtues] among His servants.
Verily, He hath power over all things.

Other matters will be sent later, God willing. Five Most Holy,
Most Exalted Tablets along with papers have been received
and sent. God willing, may they reach their owners.
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I have been and am remembering all the friends, and I beseech
God for His grace and bounty towards all. Verily He is [the
Mighty, the Powerful]. Glory, remembrance and exaltation be
upon you and upon God’s friends and chosen ones there, and
upon every steadfast, faithful, firm and upright believer. Praise
be to [God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise].

The servant. On the 7th of the Blessed Month of Ramadan
1308.

Your honor should review the papers, as some may [again] be
sent.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Istanbul
Date: 1308-09-09 [1891-Apr-18]

Today the essence of praise is speaking “There is no God but
Him,” and the reality of thanksgiving is proclaiming “He is the
First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden....

O My Afnan! Today is the day for the revelation and mani-
festation of what lies within all existence. Read what the All-
Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an in the Surih of Lugman:
‘O my son! If there be the weight of a mustard seed and it be
in a rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth, God will bring it
forth.) The divine hand of power has revealed that which was
hidden. The secrets of hearts and the treachery of eyes are all
manifest and evident. Yet discerning ears, penetrating vision,
and enlightened hearts are rare. We beseech God to aid His
servants to justice and fairness. He is the Possessor of gifts and
favors....
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Date: 1308-10 [1891-May]

He is the True and Trusted Expounder

While We were pacing in the house and hearing the discourse
of the earth, suddenly there arose a call from the Most Exalted
Paradise: “O concourse of earth and heaven! Glad tidings, glad
tidings, for ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar hath turned towards the prison
for the sake of God, the Lord of Destiny!” Then the call was
raised again from the Most High Paradise: “O people of the
Crimson Ark! Rejoice, for the Trusted One hath arrived at a
mighty fortress and a manifest prison for the sake of God, the
Lord of all the worlds!”

Today is the day of joy and delight. By My life, in the Con-
course on High a feast of gladness hath been spread that shall
never be folded up, for on this day the lovers in the city of unity
and concord have, with utmost yearning, spent their souls in
the path of the Luminary of the horizons and sacrificed them
for the sake of the Peerless Beloved. The might of bloodthirsty
oppressors did not prevent them, nor did the fire of bestial
wrath deter them from their purpose. Today in the city of
lovers melodies are raised and spiritual, delicate whispers are
heard. Blessed are the ears that have attained to hearing and
have not been deprived of the Most Sweet Call and the rustling
of the Most Exalted Pen.

Fresh news has arrived from the land of Ta and Ya. His Majesty
the King (may God strengthen him) has seized a group of peo-
ple, including two souls from among the people of Baha and
companions of the Crimson Ark, even though all bear witness
that this community’s purpose has been and continues to be
the reformation of the world and the refinement of the peo-
ples’ souls. The reported cause of this seizure was that certain
letters and papers were found in inns and marketplaces that
were deemed contrary to the views of the government and na-
tion, and it was suspected that some of these were from this
community.

I swear by the Sun of Truth that today shines forth from the
horizon of the prison of Akka that this community has ever
been and continues to be sanctified and pure from unseemly
deeds and rejected actions. These matters and their like are
from the base elements among the people. The people of Baha
have, without any veil or covering, openly stated before the
faces of princes and divines whatsoever would cause the unity
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and accord of the servants of God, as well as the prosperity of
lands, hoping thereby to remove the foundation of corruption
and strife from the earth and to transform the world’s weapons
into means of reformation. God is witness and His Majesty the
King (may God strengthen him) can testify to what has been
mentioned.

For forty years this community has been subjected to the lash
of oppressors, to such an extent that even children have been
slain. How many sons have been beheaded before their fathers’
eyes! Homes and possessions have been plundered and pillaged.
Yet not one from this community has uttered a word of protest
or risen in defense. Among the incidents that occurred was the
event in Ishqabad, and likewise what transpired in the land of
Sad that caused the pen and paper to lament.

The most grievous matter that caused the greatest sorrow was
when a known person arrived in Akka from a prominent figure
and made certain statements - we seek refuge in God from such
statements, the mention of which is in no way permissible, for
the darkness of oppression has veiled, nay obliterated, the light
of justice. No soul can be found who would raise a breath for
the sake of God and hear the petitions of the oppressed ones of
the world. Is there any ear that would hear what has befallen
Us, and any eye that would behold Our tears? We beseech
God to adorn the rulers with the ornament of justice and the
learned with the light of fairness, and to aid them to turn unto
Him. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Oft-Returning.

And when that person’s demands were not accepted, he and his
sender rose up in enmity. They martyred an illustrious Siyyid
from among the descendants of the Prophet and the progeny
of the Virgin in the land of Sad, and afterward burned and
dismembered his luminous and pure body. Through this all
things lamented, but the people remain in heedlessness and
error. And from that day until now, matters have manifested
with utmost oppression and enmity. The properties of this
oppressed community have been seized each day under some
pretext. Now multiple deeds exist in hand, but they remain
concealed until God comes with His light of justice.

Among those apprehended in the land of Ta was Siyyah Ef-
fendi. When his master learned of this dire news, fear seized
his very being, dreading that hidden secrets would be revealed
and concealed animosities would become manifest. Glory be
to God! Despite His Majesty the King having maintained jus-
tice in every station and having striven to the utmost of his
ability for the development of his lands and the comfort of
his subjects, those who attained exalted positions and became
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treasurers through royal favors have plotted harm against him.
Yet His Majesty remained unaware of these enemies within. In
any case, when he heard the news of Siyyah’s arrest, he kindled
in the land of Ya such a fire of oppression as had no equal or
parallel, hoping perhaps through these actions to purify and
exonerate himself.

As for the account of the Land of Ya [Yazd], on the twenty-
third night of the blessed Ramadan, the governor of that land,
by order of the chief oppressor, moved against the friends of
God. They seized Aqga ‘Ali and Aqa ‘Ali-Asghar (upon them be
the glory and mercy of God) in the mosque of Shaykh Hasan-
i-Sabzivari. With utmost degradation, they were taken by the
governor’s deputy, Haji Nayib, into his presence. After the fire
of tyranny and wrath was kindled, they were sent to prison
where, as reported, they were relieved of their worldly posses-
sions and released. Later, by order of the governor, these two
along with several other innocent souls were seized again. The
names of these holy beings are recorded and inscribed by the
Pen of Justice in the divine ledger. At the place of their ar-
rest, these innocent ones were bound in chains, and along the
way the tyrannical people struck them with sticks, stones and
chains until they were brought before the governor, who was
greatly pleased. Then the clergy were summoned and incited.
Praise be to God, these holy souls showed forth the utmost
steadfastness - neither their power prevented them from the
straight path, nor did their wrath deprive them of the light of
certitude. To whatever they were asked, they gave complete
and sufficient answers.

Then the order for imprisonment was given, and in prison they
extracted payment. On Monday morning, the honorable gov-
ernor Jalal’'ud-Dawlih summoned Aga Shaykh Hasan and his
sons Shaykh Baqir and Shaykh Ja’far, as well as Aqa Siyyid
‘Ali the teacher with two other sons, and a group of other clergy.
They threw a rope around the neck of the innocent Aga ‘Ali-
Asghar in their presence, and took him and six others with
that most pure body, with trumpets, drums and music. Be-
hind the telegraph office, they beheaded the divine philosopher,
His Holiness Mulla Mihdi. While still alive, they cut open his
stomach and stoned him. Then they took his pure body to an-
other quarter and set it on fire. They also beheaded Aqa ‘Ali
at the door of one of the clergy’s houses, raised his head on a
spear, and made his pure body a target for stones of hatred.
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As reported, they brought the divine mystic Mulla ‘Ali-i-
Sabzivari to Shaykh Hasan’s door, but that one intoxicated
with the wine of “Am I not your Lord?” said to the people:
“In the land of Taff, the Prince of Martyrs (may my soul be
sacrificed for him) said ‘Is there any helper who will help
me?’ This servant says ‘Is there any observer who will observe
me?”’ Glory be to God! From these sublime words the light
of detachment dawned. We testify that he drank the wine of
immortality from the hands of his Lord’s bounty, the Kind,
the Compassionate. The sealed wine so overtook him that
he passed beyond the world and all within it, and sacrificed
his life - the most precious thing in existence - in the path of
the Friend. Him too they beheaded, and stoned his blessed
body. The attraction and longing of the lovers on that day
astonished the Concourse on High.

Can anyone be found in the world who would protect the sheep
from the wolves for the sake of God and in His path? Have the
kings of the earth reserved all matters for their own preserva-
tion? What answer will they give before the divine throne of
justice?

O Times! O bearer of words and source of news! Pause for
an hour over the oppressed ones of Iran and observe how the
dawning-places of justice and the daysprings of equity suffer
under the sword of the oppressors. Children are left without
milk, and families are captive in the hands of the wicked. The
earth is adorned with the blood of lovers, and the sighs of those
near to God have set the world of being ablaze.

O kings of the earth! Ye are but the manifestations of power,
and might, and the daysprings of glory, and grandeur, and au-
thority of God. Cast your eyes upon the state of the oppressed.
O manifestations of justice! The tempestuous winds of rancor
and hatred have extinguished the lamps of virtue and piety. At
daybreak the breezes of divine mercy passed over the charred
and scattered remains, and from their whispering were heard
these sublime words: “Woe, woe unto you, O people of Iran!
Ye have shed the blood of your friends, and ye perceive it not.
Were ye to become aware of your deeds, ye would flee to the
wilderness and lament your tyranny and cruelty. O misguided
people! What sin had the children committed? It is reported
that in those days some from among the followers of the Spirit
(Jesus) - upon Him be the peace and mercy of God - secretly
sent sustenance, and out of pure compassion aided those op-
pressed ones. We beseech God to aid all to do that which is
pleasing unto Him.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Solsn e 5*: Gl, ke 58T L1550
d‘ Qg.b JJ)J\:A u«,«> @.:l iata g..))J b
b 2] 5 e ds Gl Sl sol e
or B Nag ol a g b gy sl
G B o do 4K donsl e ool
a5 3 e Bl g Lo L) 51 lloboens
4:) s-—Ua.G L;.SLL‘ ‘Jﬂ :LEJ\ J::-) uJ.’I: 4:\
358 ) oy 52 G (‘.ﬂ‘ Gaddl
8 0k a8 Ol e 51 S
ﬁ\)}\}f\b@))&yﬂjéwb;w\
255 LK |y 2S5Le O 5 Ny
b del Do g O 5o Blie Gl 5 o

J}CW

Goa &8 suie il s s s U
S T ale L b3 50 1, plel
2yt 25 el it | ) mmn )
g.')\ﬁ L}\ Jdde :9’“; ogi.,y' BE l{:‘- .JJ\oJ)f
s Ko o

ol ol dlae 5 0l lyla b el
5 de Glte s SIS 0L sledes
S Sl ) i Sl s
Lasl Cws 5o ey dlesile p2 (3 Jlab!
S35 5w JES Blis 0 31 Gpe) !
0358 oo |y 50 dlo (e

Sl s o alae 1 S e |
i ey Sl O3 Gilte
Jae allie L afle Oboglas Jbs (g ks
b o8 5 1 prabian Linky 3 ks 45 slasly
dley cay (_«A &bgﬁ 3 sf Fyls
S s ssp dep ke fas s sl
2 ly @l o Sl SUSLT e
L2y |y s Olgs O Ol S e &
gt o1 g o8 51 aiy ol
s AU Ay JF WS ey e
o ax |y JUbl ol S O o) KL
S Ol laT JUb) 5 Jle  pb) 0T 55
O pam o O S 15 Sl eyt 0y
35 4y w5 Al S dle #y,
6ok Ulogdhe 2t jas , Aleskp
£l b (“m—"r)‘ K358

Sl 53 5l sl

33

14

15



16

19

Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00279

O newspapers of the cities and lands! Have ye heard the moan-
ing of the oppressed and their lamentations, or have these re-
mained concealed from you? We hope that ye will investigate
and proclaim that which hath occurred, that perchance your
wise counsels and admonitions may awaken the heedless ser-
vants and adorn them with the ornament of justice.

7 O Mihdi! Blessed art thou! We bear witness that God was

with thee when thou didst speak the truth. We testify that
thou didst drink the choice wine of martyrdom in His path
and didst sacrifice thyself for the exaltation of His Word. My
tongue and My Pen bear witness that thou didst champion the
Cause of God with true championship, and didst endure with
patience that which befell thee at the hands of His heedless
servants.

And they also beheaded Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Baqir at the
house of Sadr’ul-‘Ulama and stoned him. They took two broth-
ers to the Shah Square - they beheaded Aga Asghar and drove
Aqga Hasan with blows of clubs to the end of the square. One
of the prince’s attendants said to him, who was the youngest
of all, “Come and speak ill [of the Faith] and I will buy you
and give you money.” That sapling of the garden of divine love
replied, “What shall I say? You do what you are ordered and
carry it out.” At that moment, a cruel one struck his blessed
side with a sword, and several others with daggers cut that
sacred body into pieces, and another oppressor thrust a spear
into that breast which was a treasury of divine love. Then the
executioner came and severed the head, placed it on a spear,
and took it to the house of Aqa Shaykh Hasan Mujtahid. Then
they committed acts which no one before or since had done and
which the eye of creation had never witnessed. It is reported
that the Shaykh gave a reward to the executioner. Then they
paraded the head through the streets and dragged the pure
bodies on the ground while people struck them with stones
and sticks. They threw them into pits, and the Noble Prince
ordered the city to be illuminated and people to engage in
revelry and offer congratulations.

That night they repeatedly gathered at the doors of the mar-
tyred innocents’ homes playing music, while the families of the
oppressed locked their doors in fear and dread. God alone
knows what was said and done and what befell those inno-
cent ones. They released two of Jinab-i-Mulla Mihdi’s sons
to bring three hundred tumans. So far they have martyred
seven people and imprisoned several others. It is not known
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what they will do to those souls and other servants. Verily our
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. One of those souls
spoke words that were most touching - when the Noble Prince
Jalal’ud-Dawlih told one of the confident and assured believ-
ers to deny and repudiate [the Faith] to be freed, that elder
of the city of the Bayan said: “For forty years I have awaited
this day when my white beard would be stained with blood in
the path of God.” From these words his stations of love and
devotion became manifest and evident. Blessed are they that
understand.

According to what they have written, these abhorrent acts were
not from His Majesty the King of Iran, may God strengthen
him, and no order was issued from the government. In truth,
for several years His Majesty, may God strengthen him, has
dealt with the oppressed ones of the world with kindness and
mercy. This order and others like it were issued by the Noble
Prince Zillu’s-Sultan, and it is said that when he heard news of
the arrest of Siyyah [the wanderer|, he wanted through these
acts to dispel certain suspicions. God knows best. It is not
for us to mention what we know. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to make known to His Majesty the Sultan
what has been hidden from him. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer.

Some time ago, papers were discovered in homes and localities
and were brought to the sublime presence of His Majesty the
King - may God strengthen him. Certain enemies attributed
these to the Babis. His Majesty stated that no such actions had
ever been witnessed from this community, and that this deed
must be from a person who had taken refuge at the Shrine of
Abdul-Azim and resided there. He then commanded that this
person be seized and expelled from the borders of Iran. After
his expulsion, papers were again found daily in some homes
and marketplaces containing whatever would cause sedition
and corruption. After seeing these papers, orders were given
to arrest two members of this community. These two took
solemn oaths and submitted with utmost humility that, by
divine grace, the hem of this community is sanctified and pure,
for this community is loyal to both government and nation,
and is free and clear of such unseemly falsehoods.

In brief, through divine justice, the determination of His
Majesty, and the earnest efforts of loyal government servants,
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Date: 1308-10 ca. [1891-May]

The appearance of trials and tribulations in the Land of YA”
He is the Ever-Abiding Speaker.

The eye of justice weeps and equity laments. Glory be to God!
In Iran, pride is taken in tyranny, oppression, cruelty and the
behavior of savage beasts of field and prairie. The wolves of the
isles of ignorance have torn the divine sheep. Great loss they
count as mighty gain. Today the lamentation of all things is
raised in the land of Ya, and the cry and moan of the Josephs of
inner meaning ascends from the well of the oppressors’ station.
A grievous wound has been inflicted upon the breast of justice
and a mighty blow dealt to the temple of equity. The gazelles of
the wilderness of love and purity are pursued by the hunters of
malice, and shameless tyrants chase after the children in their
cradles. The station of justice and its hosts are established
through oppression and its armies. In Iran, mercy is like the
phoenix - known by name but without trace - and equity is
like the philosopher’s stone - mentioned but unseen.

On the twenty-third night of Ramadan, a great cloud of dust
and smoke arose from the hatred and malice of the deniers and
opposers, such that it veiled, nay obliterated, the effulgent rays
of the Sun of Justice. Two helpless and unaided souls, Aqa ‘Ali
and Aqga ‘Ali-Asghar - upon them be the glory of God and His
favors - were seized without cause or reason in the mosque of
Shaykh Hasan-i-Sabzivari. They were taken with utter humil-
iation by the deputy of the governor, Haji Na’ib, before His
Excellency, where they were subjected to various punishments
and then imprisoned. It is reported that they seized whatever
worldly goods they could and then released them. Thereafter
another smoke arose from the dawning-places of tyranny and
vice, and that was the seizure of sacred souls for a second time.
Seven souls were taken, among them the honored Mulla ‘Ali-i-
Sabzivari and likewise the honored Mulla Mihdi - upon them
both be the glory of God and His favors. His Excellency said to
one, “Recant and you will be freed.” That true seeker replied,
“For forty years I have awaited this day, and praise be to God,
today I have attained it.” And another, while being paraded
through the markets with executioners, attendants and foot-
men, proclaimed: “O people! The Lord of the Martyrs said ‘Is
there any who will help me?’ and I say, ‘Is there any who will
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behold me?”’ In brief, the fire of hatred was so intensely kin-
dled that the pen is powerless to describe it. These two blessed
souls and the others sacrificed their lives with complete stead-
fastness.

The blood of these souls has caused the people of Iran to
now hear certain utterances and remain silent, and even ac-
cept them. The people of Iran would not walk with any for-
eigner, for they regarded all, God forbid, as unclean and would
never consider speaking with them. Now through the grace of
this Most Great Revelation, the gates of knowledge have been
opened. That excessive savagery, rejection and protest have
been lifted, and He gave glad-tidings of His presence and meet-
ing to all and enabled them to attain it. The blood of the
lovers performed miracles throughout the horizons, dispelled
the causes of remoteness with the whips of utterance, and es-
tablished nearness in its rightful station and abode. Now most
associate with all parties and truly love them - indeed, such
love toward all has become manifest that its appearance was
considered impossible by the servants. Blessed be the Gener-
ous One, the Lord of great bounty. Now all have become sight
that they might see, and hearing that they might hear. The
hosts of acceptance have removed denial. Reflect upon the
penetrating power of the Supreme Pen and the potency of the
Most Exalted Word - how He transformed and drew near.

In any case, they martyred these souls with the worst torments
of the world. They put a rope around one and dragged him to
the edge of town while beating and driving the rest behind him -
some with stones, some with sticks, some with chains, and some
with weapons. They cut those holy temples to pieces, then
burned them and threw their bones into pits. It is reported
that a thousand fled to the wilderness - it is not known where
they went or what became of them. In those days, no one
inquired about the families and children of those oppressed
ones, nor approached them out of fear. Those wronged ones
remained without sustenance. It is said that some from the
community of Christ - may God strengthen them - secretly
assisted them without anyone’s knowledge and sent them daily
provisions.

O spiritual friend! Today the wailing of pebbles rises from the
wilderness and the moaning of trees is loud. That night, by
government order, the people celebrated and held a great fes-
tival as if they had conquered a territory. Glory be to God!
Oppression and ignorance reached such a degree as to astound
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all in the heavens and earth. Soon shall they see the recom-
pense of their deeds, for after every injustice the light of justice
dawns, and after every tyranny the sun of equity shines forth.
In all conditions, we beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to aid His servants to turn to Him and to make amends for
what has escaped them at all times. Verily, He is the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.
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To: Hasan Khurasani
Date: 1308-10-06 [1891-May-15]

...Praise be to God that in this luminous dawn the vernal show-
ers of mercy have, by the leave of the Most High, renewed and
adorned the world. This bounty and favor is especially evident
in the holy land. And the showers of the All-Merciful’s mercy,
descending from the clouds of the Supreme Pen, shall adorn
the lands of assured hearts and souls that are well-pleased and
acceptable with the flowers of inner meanings, utterance, wis-
dom and exposition. How great and boundless is this favor!
Well is it with them that understand. This blessing is such
that all the peoples of the world find themselves powerless and
incapable of rendering thanks for it....
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir), in Port Said

Date: 1308-10-07 [1891-May-16]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise be to God! Your letter was a true glad tiding, for it

conveyed the health and well-being of that beloved of the heart.

Today one must offer thanks for such tidings, for the world is
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in turmoil, the air is in upheaval, and affairs are scattered.
After its reading, We repaired to the Sacred Place where it
was presented, and the tongue of favor spoke these words:

O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance! The letters which
thou didst send to the Branches and to the servant who is
present were all laid before this Wronged One and their con-
tents were made known. Praise be to the Lord of existence
Who hath assisted and continueth to assist His loved ones in
all matters, and Who hath opened wide the gates of nearness
and reunion before their faces. This is among the great boun-
ties of the Truth, exalted be His glory. In the days when the fire
of the calumnies of the opposers and deniers was ablaze and
the doors of joy, gladness, delight and expansion were shut,
this Wronged One was and is occupied with the remembrance
of His loved ones.

O thou who art mentioned in the presence of the Wronged
One! Know thou with clear certainty that varying winds have
encompassed the Lamp of the world; nevertheless, It hath had
and hath no purpose save reformation. It behooveth that hon-
ored one and the friends to occupy themselves with the remem-
brance of God, the Most Exalted, by night and by day, and to
beseech Him to preserve the Lamp. However, in one station,
the Kingdom of utterance speaketh these words:

Thou seest, O my God, that the winds of hatred have encom-
passed Thy Lamp from all sides, and It declareth: O my God!
I have surrendered my will to Thy will and my desire to the
revelation of Thy desire. By Thy might! I desire not myself
and my survival except to arise to serve Thy Cause, and I love
not my being save for sacrifice in Thy path. O my Lord! Thou
seest and knowest that they from whom we desired justice and
fairness have arisen against us with tyranny and oppression.
Outwardly they were with me, but inwardly they aided mine
enemies who arose to violate my honor. My God, my God!
I testify that Thou didst create the princes and ministers to
champion Thy Cause and exalt Thy Word, yet they have aided
Thine enemies. I beseech Thee by Thy Cause that hath encom-
passed existence and by Thy Name through which Thou hast
subdued the seen and the unseen, to adorn the people of the
earth with the light of Thy justice and to illumine their hearts
with the radiance of Thy knowledge.

O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
testify to Thy unity and Thy singleness, and to the sanctity of
Thy Being and the detachment of Thine Essence. O my Lord!
Thou seest Thy trusted ones in the hands of the treacherous
among Thy creatures and the slanderers among Thy creation,
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and Thou knowest what hath befallen us from those of whom
Thou art more aware than we are. They have committed that
which hath rent asunder the veil of them that are nigh unto
Thee among Thy creatures. I beseech Thee to aid them to re-
gain what hath escaped them in the days of the Dawning-Place
of Thy Revelation and the Dayspring of Thine inspiration. Ver-
ily Thou art the Almighty over what Thou willest, and within
Thy grasp is the reins of all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

O thou who gazeth upon the horizon of Revelation! Upon thee
be My glory! We have beseeched and continue to beseech from
God good, blessing, attention, detachment, confirmation and
success for His loved ones. We hope that all may attain to that
which is the cause of the glory of existence and the exaltation
of the servants. Verily, He is powerful over all things. The
loved ones of that land have ever been and are beneath the
glances of favor. Convey to each one of them greetings from
the Wronged One. We beseech God to adorn them all with the
raiment of trustworthiness and righteousness and to illumine
them. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. There is none other
God but Him, the Most Exalted, the Most High.

Praised be God! His grace hath at all times encompassed and
continueth to encompass all things. We cherish the hope that
through His bounty the gates of mercy may be opened from
every direction, and all may be enabled to achieve that which
will exalt His blessed Word.

As regards what was written concerning the son of that de-
parted and exalted soul upon whom be the Glory of God and
His mercy, it was presented and gained the honour of being
heard. Thus hath the Kingdom of Utterance spoken. He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

O thou who gazest upon His countenance! The world hath
been encompassed by successive and interlinked tribulations.
I do not complain of My distress and sorrow to anyone. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to open before the
faces of His loved ones the gates of His grace and mercy, and
to confirm them in trustworthiness and religious devotion, and
in that which will draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He hath
power over all things.

They have surely heard of the affairs of the Afnan. Conditions
have become so unstable that when some of the friends make
drafts for the Huquq, the Afnan are unable to honour them.
This matter hath caused visible impediments. In these days, a
sum was owed on the house. Finally, matters reached such a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sale e oAl e 30 L 1,55
rugv;;o\;u&crm;am&m
Sl S Sl e 5 Sop B2
G o by Sead Gl L o il

! 5 g

G 3 Sle e 5t 31 B B0
5 plil gy CSa s Wil sl
STl Bl 5 0358 Clian G55 b
,gﬁ);\f\%ﬂfg’w};ju;{
Wyl B e 8 Je ol ol sle ;L'&S)l
Lws 5 035 Sule LU o2 Y 2,1 O
G 3 Ol e pilln 351 K,
,yu}@yuli.u,c,:bh\gjbfﬁm:ﬂ
QI Y b5 5 556 gl 505 550

o~ JeY

soay Jold Olal e o Sile aH) Ay
Sler o O s Oyl KTkl 5 ot
§ Tl 561 K 5w pla

Sl S3Ls 24 el

A ade g0 pm s Sl O o0k o &)
)),'a:-): Ai&) s (5)3/ Oy [4:3\ :—T.r] 11
O &S 4 gl b Vs 56 bl O 2

PRl el
5 gl e sl am gl A1 UL L
AV dm s & S Y 00§ abla) o5l e
Je ﬁv&w}u way g did Oyl €Uyl 0y

ch 8 Je ) e by L1, LY
PRy

e Sloid )l 1y 0l & am Ol
N SIS ) s San 35k0 otale
Obsl O e Ll Al (s B
Lol Olul 6 2anl 5 & 536 OF sl
b o2y 5 8 sy dlg 8 o2 s

41

{

10

11



14

Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00685

state that We had to request funds from the Land of Ta. Ac-
cording to the letter of the Trustee written in the name of Jud,
upon him be the Glory of God, he had collected from some
and in every city he must deliver profits to their owners. Now
affairs here are as described, therefore nothing can be drafted
to the Afnan, nor can they be charged with matters requir-
ing immediate payment. Thus is this Wronged One perplexed.
Aqa ‘Ali-Haydar and the Trustee have also been afflicted. The
honored Afnan Haji Siyyid ‘Ali has gone to ‘Ishqabad where,
as bidden, all properties have been put up for sale that per-
haps... Thus this Wronged One beseecheth God to grant relief
to all. He is the Bestower, the Almighty.

2 The Afnan have not, until now, squandered anyone’s property.

They have many claims of various kinds, but their collection
has been delayed. This Wronged One, and that soul, and all
the loved ones should beseech from God whatsoever will cause
the fragrance of trustworthiness and detachment to be diffused.
God, exalted be His glory, hath said: “Verily, with hardship
goeth ease” It is hoped that affairs will be set right. With
the generous, tasks are not difficult. That soul should not
be sorrowful. The affairs of the world have ever alternated
between hardship and ease, yet bounty is from God and gen-
erosity from Him. Assuredly these hardships will be followed
by mercy, and this difficulty by ease. Soon will He fulfill His
promise and manifest that which beseemeth His might, His
majesty and His generosity.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land. God will-
ing, may all be enabled to accomplish such deeds and actions
as will cause their eternal remembrance. Verily, He loveth His
servants, and He is the Forgiving, the Generous. End.

In truth, matters have been greatly disturbed, and that which
some have referred has remained delayed. However, now the
honored Afnan gentlemen—His Honor Haji Siyyid Mirza, His
Honor Haji Siyyid Muhammad, and His Honor Haji Siyyid ‘Alj,
upon them be the Glory of God-have firmly girded up their
loins to settle the debts, and the imperative command has been
issued from the Source of Authority that all properties should
be sold and the debts paid. Indeed, all have adhered to this
and there has been no laxity in carrying out the decree. They
have announced that they will sell whatever they possess in
‘Ishqabad, and seekers from every direction have come forward
for the purchase of the properties. Now, according to the news
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received, they are occupied with this matter day and night.
The servant beseeches His Lord to assist them and to open
before their faces the gates of His mercy and grace. Verily, He
is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

5 The loved ones of that land are, by God’s grace and mercy,

mentioned in the presence of their Lord, and the glances of His
loving-kindness are directed towards them. It is certain that
ere long that which shall cause the greatest joy will become
manifest, for their intentions are all pure, and God, exalted be
His glory, loves His servants, especially His trusted ones. If all
attain unto this station, divine relief will assuredly come and
encompass all. Verily, He has power over all things. Peace
and praise and remembrance and glory be upon you and upon
those with you and upon God’s loved ones there.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1308-10-20 [1891-May-29]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Almighty and the All-
Powerful

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. He doeth
whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.
He is the Almighty, the Most Glorious, the All-Praised. My
limbs and members bear witness that there is none other God
but Him. He guideth whom He willeth and leadeth astray
whom He pleaseth. He is the Omnipotent over all things, and
in His grasp are the reins of all affairs. Neither the turning away
of men, nor their deeds, nor the utterances of every heedless
and veiled one can hinder Him. He is the One Who created
creation for His knowledge, made known unto them His path,
perfected His proof, and manifested His clear evidence, the
Mighty, the Wondrous.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

[0 T] 17 4 4o mp i oY
le Qo il s VoA e dp2 e oY)

RN W]
b5 s Tl Jod oo VA1 Y 41 1) g
3 Gl Oad A ol il ey
das L e e s VALY &l G
w&;)‘)\b&)m‘ﬁjbuuﬁ
5 JLENIY 5 1 e W anig Y Y ol
G gl p o Bl oV Y
by e 1yl e s 4l G

e ol s,

43



Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00661

O beloved of my heart, thou who art mentioned in my inmost
being and reality! In all conditions there appeareth that which
beareth witness to your love, your turning to God, and your
arising to serve God and His loved ones - they who have cast
behind their backs all else but God and have committed what
their passions have commanded them. These, verily, are among
those who have gone astray.

The spiritual messenger and embodied temple of wisdom,
namely the honored Shaykh-‘Ali, hath arrived - an arrival
like water to the withered saplings in the garden of inner
meanings. Blessed be God Who hath aided His loved ones to
make mention of Him, to praise Him, to serve His Cause, and
to arrange what He hath willed through His bounty and grace.
Verily, He is the Most Generous of the generous ones and the
Most Merciful of the merciful ones.

The one mentioned was in truth like soil and the Euphrates
to that which was planted in the garden. At first his virtues
were concealed, but later they became manifest in such wise
as to cause wonderment among the dwellers of that place. A
hundred thousand thanks be unto the True Object of Worship
Who confirmed His loved ones in that which is the cause of
everlasting remembrance. Indeed, the person mentioned was
peerless in the science of cultivating palm trees and their off-
spring, as evidenced by clear and manifest proof, namely that
his service was rendered in such a station that every knowledge-
able scholar and wise sage would testify to it, both outwardly
and inwardly. Glory be to God! As his deeds were for the sake
of God, they illumined the world of deeds at this station. Now
is the station of the blessed word which declareth: “Verily, He
doth not suffer the reward of the righteous to perish.” It is
hoped that the fruits of his deeds will remain preserved in the
scrolls of glory. A testimony that testifieth to the truth and
uprightness of his deed is his attainment unto His presence be-
fore his desire. A good deed hath a pleasing reward, for the
Judge of Justice is God, exalted be His glory. Praise be to God,
the unexpected divine bounty encompassed him. Though he
is now unaware of it, the time will come when he shall become
conscious thereof. Verily, He is the All-Wise Teacher and the
All-Knowing Expositor.

The letter from your honor, which contained wondrous and
sublime mentions, brought joy to all limbs and members, for
it was adorned with that which all today behold. Should he
and all the pens in the world attempt to describe its virtues
and fruits, verily the pens would be exhausted while it would
remain steadfast in its station. However, I beseech God, ex-
alted be His glory, to perfume and illumine the world with the
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fragrance of love of that beloved of the heart. Verily, He is
powerful over all things. I ask and hope from the True One
that He may transform the difficulties of your honor into ease
and grant a portion thereof to the people of the earth. Verily,
He is the Munificent Bestower.

And after expressing greetings before His presence, He said:
O Muhammad! The sea and its waves, the sun and its efful-
gences, and the Kingdom of utterance and its verses are man-
ifest, radiant and shining before all faces, yet the blind hath
no share or portion thereof. This Wronged One hath, through-
out the nights and days, spoken forth loving counsels and wise
exhortations, and hath had, and hath, no purpose save the
manifestation of fellowship, unity, love and harmony. Never-
theless, from the beginning of His days until now, He hath
been afflicted in the hands of the heedless. Every possessor of
sight and hearing hath hearkened unto the call of the Wronged
One and beheld the horizon of Revelation. We beseech God
that through the endeavors of those endowed with sight and
hearing, He may guide and awaken the heedless to the holy,
pure and luminous City. O Muhammad! On this triumphant
day the attraction of the Call hath seized all things, and ere
long shall wondrous and exalted creatures, brought forth by
the Most Great Word in the All-Highest Paradise, adorn and
bless the earth with their footsteps. He, verily, is the Powerful,
the Mighty. The river of mercy hath encompassed all, and the
light of utterance hath illumined all creation. Blessed is the
soul that hath attained unto His recognition and freed itself
from all else. O Muhammad! Upon thee be the peace of God
and His loving-kindness.

Ere long shall the fruits of thy deeds become manifest in the
schools of the world and the gatherings of nations. Thy Lord,
verily, is the Almighty, the Powerful. Give the friends in that
land their portion of the flowing river of mercy and the efful-
gences of the new and wondrous Luminary, and gladden them
with exalted and decisive verses. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to aid and strengthen them to exalt His Cause
through wisdom and utterance. He, verily, is the Mighty, the
Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

That which is the cause and means of God’s infinite bounties
hath ever been mentioned and continueth to be mentioned, and
that dear one hath, with complete assurance and perfect devo-
tion, held fast unto that which is itself the cause of the opening
of all sealed doors. Our Lord is indeed the All-Bountiful, the
Gracious, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the Wise. I convey
greetings to the friends in that land and beseech God to grant
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each one such endeavor that their deeds and actions may be
accepted in the sight of all, though the essential purpose is that
deeds be adorned with acceptance by God, exalted be His glory.
Yet since in all things the means are present and their relation
to God is evident, whatsoever is spoken is beloved and accept-
able. We beseech God to aid them, assist them, and make
them of those who have achieved the supreme steadfastness in
His most holy, most luminous, most exalted Cause.

The beloved of the heart of ‘Abdu’l-B.H. hath ever been and
continueth to be remembered. In truth, their prayers, which
issued from the tongue of Truth, to this day remain sweet and
established in the soul. It is hoped that in all conditions they
may be assisted in raising aloft the Word and in exalting the
Cause of God, the Lord of all worlds. Verily our Lord is the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and in His
grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Glory and majesty belong unto God, the Mighty, the Most
Praised.

Praise be to God that the sent palms became the ornament
of the luminous garden with utmost honor. We moved them
with infinite prayers and salutations, and in the name of God
deposited them in God’s treasure which is the earth. This deed
was accomplished through His favor; its elevation, manifesta-
tion and fruits now rest with God, exalted be His glory. Praise
be to God, two palms were planted in the name of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, upon Him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, and it
is hoped that, as the intention was pure, their manifestation
will bestow a portion upon the realm of trees, and God, exalted
be His glory, will make them the dawning-place of the growth
of the world’s trees. Verily, He is powerful over all things. And
two more were planted in His name. The outward deed is com-
plete, and the inner manifestation is in the hand of God, Lord
of the mighty throne.

Furthermore, truly His Honor Aqga ‘Ali, upon him be 966
[Baha’u’llah], has labored greatly in this journey and his work
was evidently for the sake of God, therefore it was accepted,
as witnessed by his repeated attainment of the presence and
his being received once or twice at night, and his supplication
to God for the mention of good for all. And now that it is
the twentieth night of the honored month of Shawwal, their
mention flows from the tongue of the Beloved thus: This is
true bounty and eternal preceding mercy. Blessed be he, then
joy be unto him. He has attained the presence and returned
by leave of Him Who possesseth all, and this is the manifest
triumph. I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to cause him to
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attain that which befits the station of the believers and the
sincere ones. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.
Peace and praise and remembrance and glory be upon you
and upon those with you and those who love you for the sake
of God, the Goal of all worlds and the Beloved of all who are
in the heavens and the earth.

Lol plle 3 Jor G 51 adl 353
Cpale e g0 0L 1w b le 3 76
5T o £ LA s &) e
5 B J&J;’ﬂ’é“MU})ﬂ‘
G o w2 s AWl s paie di Ae)‘ﬂ%

o) 5 Slsand)

BLIB__Or15731.

175

BHO02558

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Istanbul
Date: 1308-10-29 [1891-Jun-7]

...O My Afnan! Upon thee be My peace and My glory! In
truth, justice hath vanished and oppression is manifest. From
every direction the fire of tyranny is ablaze while the light of
justice is concealed. God is My witness, and the Manifestations
of His names and attributes bear testimony, that the purpose
of raising the call was that the ears of all possibility might be
cleansed, through the waters of utterance, from false tales, and
become ready to hearken unto the blessed, supreme Word that
hath appeared from the treasury of knowledge. Blessed are the
fair-minded!

This Wronged One hath never had, nor hath, any desire of
His own. God is My witness, and the Manifestations of justice
bear testimony, that the purpose of mention and utterance
hath been the refinement of souls and the extinction of the fire
of hatred through wisdom and utterance. Your honor and the
other loved ones who are illumined with the light of detachment
and adorned with the ornament of fairness bear witness to the

truthfulness of this Wronged One and to His known character.

For nigh upon forty years We have forbidden the servants,
through compassionate counsels and wise exhortations, from
corruption, conflict and contention. This purpose, through
the absolute Divine Will and His aid, gained influence in the
realms of Persia, to such an extent that when they heard evil,
they spoke good; when they witnessed ugliness, they showed
forth beauty; when they were slain, they interceded on behalf
of their slayers. Nevertheless, neither from the government
nor from the people did anyone take notice. How many vain
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imaginings appeared by night and day, in word and writing,
while the wronged ones of the world clung to the cord of pa-
tience and held fast to the hem of resignation, uttering not a
word in response. The Seal of the Prophets and Guide of all
paths - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake -
hath said: “O Abu Dharr! For everything there is an evidence:
the evidence of intellect is contemplation, and the evidence of
contemplation is silence.” And likewise He hath said: “O Abu
Dharr! The most excellent worship is silence.” By God! In all
instances of oppression and tyranny, We have shown patience
and left matters to God....
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To: Siyyid Ali Afnan son of Afnan Kabir et al.,
Date: 1308-11-2/ [1891-Jul-1]

in Ishgabad

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to that Omnipotent Lord Who befitteth and de-
serveth all glorification, Who hath transformed the weakness
of His servants on the Day of Return into strength and hath
bestowed distinction in such wise that He hath sent forth,
through His conquering might and overwhelming power, with-
out any weapon, the Wondrous Name unto a realm adorned
with ranks of armies and successive multitudes. Indeed there
hath appeared a power that hath no likeness in the world nor
any peer among the nations. Were the servants to ponder upon
this, they would cast away all they possess, turning unto God,
the Lord of Lords. Prayers, peace, glory and splendor be upon
the friends of God and His chosen ones who have arisen to unite
the hearts of His servants and have acted according to what
they were commanded in the Book. He, verily, is the Mighty,
the Bestower. My spirit be a sacrifice unto your remembrance
and unto your service.

The exalted letters of Your Holiness arrived like showers of
mercy. Each was a key to the gate of joy and a gift for the glad-
ness of hearts. After reading and contemplating them, they
were directed to the Supreme Heights and were presented be-
fore the countenance of the Lord of all beings, attaining His
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presence and hearing. His utterance, mighty be His exposition
and glorious His proof:

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Fach of thy letters was a manifest glad-tiding and an evident
joy. Praise be to God that thou hast witnessed, with both
outer and inner sight, the waves of the ocean of utterance and
hast taken up thy station beneath the blessed Lote-Tree. This
bounty hath no likeness, and this grace hath had and hath
no equal. The world and its ornaments, its embellishments
and its colors shall by inevitable decree return to nothingness,
while that which hath been revealed from the Supreme Pen
and hath streamed forth from the clouds of mercy shall endure
and remain established. We testify that there is no God but
Him. His are the glory and the splendor, the grandeur and the
majesty. He giveth unto whomsoever He willeth whatsoever
He desireth, and He withholdeth. Verily, He is the Powerful,
the Unconstrained.

The worlds of dominion and kingdom have all borne and
continue to bear witness to this supreme grace that hath en-
compassed the world and its peoples, and hath manifested that
which the Daysprings of knowledge and the Dawning-places
of utterance are powerless to mention and describe. Nay
rather, all have acknowledged their impotence and confessed
their shortcoming. Blessed is the soul that hath held fast to
the Self-Subsisting Name, and hath taken and quaffed the
choice-sealed wine from the hand of divine bounty. Praise
be to God that that Afnan is the cup-bearer of the choice
wine and the bestower of rank and station. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to make thee a herald of His Name,
a harbinger of His Revelation, one who standeth in service to
His Cause and speaketh forth His praise, and to ordain for
thee that which will exalt thee through His Name and honor
thee through His glory. He, verily, is the One Whom the
conditions of men have not hindered, nor hath the might of
princes deterred. He hath come with a power before which
the power of the world stood powerless, and with signs at
whose appearance the signs of the nations were obliterated.
He, verily, is the Most Great Book, the Speaker, the One Who
remembereth before the faces of all who are in the heavens
and the earth.

i Your letters which were sent to this servant were each adorned

with the light of divine unity and aflame with the fire of the di-
vine Lote-Tree. Great is the station of this Day, for the Ancient
Lord hath appeared in manifest sovereignty, speaking and con-
versing upon the Mount of Knowledge. Blessed is the ear and
eye that hath attained to witnessing and hearing. The loved
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ones of that land are each remembered before the Wronged
One with a mention that is, with God, more memorable than
the most memorable mention, and hath been inscribed by the
Supreme Pen. Say: O people of God! Be not saddened by the
calumnies of the servants, the oppression of the oppressors, the
turning away of those who turn away, and the cawing of the
crows. Had people recognized the excellence of My Day, they
would have cast away the treasures of the world, turning to
My horizon from which hath shone forth the Day-Star of My
Revelation, whereby the heavens and earths were illumined.
Glory be to God! The Tongue of Utterance speaketh upon the
Mount of Knowledge before the faces of all religions, and divine
verses descend like the spring rains of God. Yet the servants
remain barred from drawing nigh and deprived of witnessing.
Glad tidings, O My loved ones, for how the Wronged One
hath turned toward you and mentioned you with a mention
whereat the Most Exalted Paradise and the Supreme Heaven
spoke forth: “O people of earth and heaven! The gate of gen-
erosity hath been opened and the Ancient Lord hath appeared
with a sovereignty before which all that the people possess can-
not stand - they who abandoned what they were commanded
and did what they were forbidden in the Book of God, Lord of
the Mighty Throne.”

In most pages the Pen that revealeth verses hath been occupied
with mentioning His loved ones. Happy are they and blessed
are they. All must hold fast to love, fellowship, unity and har-
mony, and must speak with the tongue of truth these exalted
words which were previously revealed from the Pen of Utter-
ance: “Death to the veiled ones! Pain to the frozen ones! The
King of kings hath come! That perfect Treasure hath come!
That hidden Mystery hath been made manifest! To the chagrin
of the base multitude!”

By the Sun of Truth! Today the oppressors, transgressors and
all they possess are as a handful of dust before the Lord of
Lords - nay, more contemptible still. Arise to promote the
Cause through heavenly power and divine might, but with wis-
dom and utterance. Wisdom consists in deeds and actions that
cause the people of earth to turn unto God. O My loved ones!
I do not wish for any of you to be tainted with the dust of
rancor and hatred. In truth I say: Your essential realities were
created from light. You must be radiant and effulgent before
all faces, in such wise that the people of East and West may
be guided by and attain unto that light. Verily your Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Forgiving, the Kind, the Compassionate,
the Generous, possessed of great bounty. In all conditions We
have beseeched and do beseech God, exalted be His glory, for
the protection of His loved ones. Verily He is the Hearer, the
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Answerer. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the All-Informed.

This day is specially dedicated to His Holiness the Prince of
Martyrs, Husayn ibn ‘Ali. A visitation tablet was revealed
from the Tongue of Grandeur, and Mirza Mihdi, glory be upon
him, had previously requested it. Now it is sent that the sin-
cere ones may recite it. Say: O My loved ones! The deed
of that holy one among the manifest deeds in the world is as
the sun among the stars. Blessed is the soul who, in the days
of ‘Ashura, mentioned that Essence of being with this Most
Great Remembrance and Most Perfect, Most Complete Word,
and who attained to its recitation. Say: Take the tablet of God
with a power from Him and a strength from His presence, then
do what ye have been commanded by One Wise in Command.

His letters are in truth eloquent harbingers of the fellowship
and unity of His loved ones, and likewise of the rectification of
matters that have occurred and become manifest through Him.
Such lofty and goodly deeds are truly befitting of Him. This
servant beseeches his Lord to manifest unto His Afnan that
which will cause them to appear among His servants like suns
in the horizons. One letter caused sorrow and grief, but praise
be to God, it was not long before the details became clear. A
soul like unto a spiritual beloved, his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-
Karim, upon him be the glory of God and His favors, who is
mentioned before the Throne and inscribed in the Book - surely
his grief becomes the cause of grief to the loved ones and friends.
One envelope from Him wherein you had written the details
did not arrive, but praise be to God, it arrived afterwards,
mentioning his deliverance and his sanctity, and this became
the cause of supreme joy after complete anguish, and evident
ease after great hardship. Praise be to God that the matter
did not become doubtful and there became manifest to all that
which was the cause of his success, triumph and sincerity of
deed. After this matter was presented before the Most Holy
Court, these exalted words were revealed:

“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory! Glorify on My behalf
the countenance of ‘Abdu’l-Karim - upon him be My glory -
and illumine him with the lights of My utterance. Then recite
unto him that which hath been sent down from the heaven
of My grace. It behooveth him to render thanks unto God
throughout the nights and days, inasmuch as He hath mani-
fested that which was the cause of supreme joy to the loved
ones of God and His chosen ones, and to them that are nigh
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unto Him among His creation. The Most Great Host and the
Manifest Helper! Today it is pure and goodly deeds - by My
life, through them God glorieth before His near angels. Blessed
is he and joy be unto him!

2 O ‘Abdu’l-Karim! The Tongue of the Ancient of Days at this

moment, on thy behalf, rendereth thanks unto Its own Self and
uttereth and maketh mention of the blessed word of praise,
for the praise that befitteth His Most Holy and Most Exalted
Court is the praise that appeareth from the horizon of the
utterance of the Goal of all the worlds. Say: Unto Thee be
thanks, and unto Thee be praise, and unto Thee be bounty,
and unto Thee be glory! Thou beholdest me, O my God, con-
fessing to my powerlessness and the powerlessness of all on
earth, acknowledging my poverty and the poverty of all in the
lands. I beseech Thee, O Ocean of Generosity, by the heaven
of Thy bounty and the Sun of Thy munificence, to aid me and
Thy loved ones in that which will exalt Thy Cause and man-
ifest the sanctification of Thy Being from all else but Thee,
and the detachment of Thine Essence from aught else save
Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Sweet Call and Thy Most
Beautiful Names, and by the manifestations of Thy power in
the kingdom of creation, and by Thy Announcement whereby
earthquakes seized the tribes of Thy earth and the limbs of
them that turned away from among Thy creatures trembled,
to make Thy loved ones in this station the manifestations of
Thy mercy, the dawning-places of Thy forgiveness, the sources
of Thy attributes and the daysprings of Thy bounty, that their
station may thereby be exalted among Thy servants. O Lord!
We are Thy servants and Thy creation. We have turned toward
Thee, detached from all else but Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy
Lamp which the winds have encompassed, and by the light of
Thy Cause which the doubts of the people of error have not
veiled, to open before the faces of Thy loved ones the doors of
Thy providence, and to ordain for them that which beseemeth
the Ocean of Thy generosity and the Sun of Thy glory. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.”

In truth I say the friends are at most times present before My
face and are adorned with the luminous ornament of divine
remembrance. We beseech God to manifest from them each
day that which will draw them nearer unto Him. Verily He is
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Afnan! You mentioned the Afnans, upon them be the glory
of God, His care, mercy and grace. At the moment of pre-
sentation before Him, the sun of joy rose and shone from the
horizon of the House. Blessed are they both and joy be unto
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them. They have done what was befitting of them in the days
of their Lord. At their mention, the river of God’s care flowed
and the ocean of His bounty and remembrance surged. We tes-
tify that they have done that which has diffused the fragrance
of sincerity and steadfastness among all creatures. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to inscribe for them from His
Most Exalted Pen that which nothing can equal - neither what
is treasured on earth nor what is seen in heaven. Thus has the
Pen of My loving-kindness moved in the field of My utterance,
as a bounty from Me, and I am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

5 Surely you too were pleased with what was manifested. This

Wronged One testifies that the mention of this praiseworthy
deed has attracted the people of the cities of love and detach-
ment. My tongue in My prison bears witness to this, as a
mercy from Me to all who are in the heavens and on earth.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Glory be to God! The mention of this matter caused joy to
those who circle round the Lord of all beings and the dwellers
of the Most Glorious Pavilion, and they all uttered: “Praise
be to Thee, O God of the world!” This bounty has no end
and this ocean no shore. It behooveth the people of God to
hold fast to the cords of the Lord of the world’s generosity, to
thank Him, praise Him, mention Him and describe Him for
having enabled them and aided them in that which is befitting
of His days. Verily He is the Helper, the All-Knowing, the
Confirmer, the Generous. That which has become the cause of
the exaltation of the station and elevation of the ranks of His
loved ones has been made manifest. I beseech Him to protect
them and to ordain for them that which will gladden their
hearts and tranquilize their souls. He is verily the Powerful,
the Chosen One, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

As for your mention of the payment of debts and the resolve of
the friends of that land and their assistance - all was presented,
and He made special mention of each one in such wise that the
very rocks of the world beseeched God for the power of hearing,
that they might attain unto that which was revealed. Verily
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, and worthy to answer. All
your deeds during this journey have been adorned with the
ornament of acceptance and the glory of His good-pleasure.
This is the greatest of all the world’s bounties, now and forever.
And all that you wrote regarding the dominion of this land was
presented before Him and was honored to be heard. The Most
Great Branch - may my spirit and being be offered up for the
dust of His footsteps - specifically commanded that what was
mentioned should be adhered to. He said the intention of the
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Afnan is in itself effective and beneficial. This is the truth,

there is no doubt therein.

The servant beseeches his Lord to ordain for His Afnan that
which will attract the hearts of the world and the souls of the
nations. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer. There is no
God but Him, the Single, the All-Informed.

After the submission of the petition, other tidings arrived —
verily, fresh glad-tidings were manifested — and these concern
the account of a banquet which Jinab-i-Hajji Alif and Ha, upon
them be the Glory of God, did offer unto the righteous and the
strangers alike. Blessed be he for this deed! This is indeed a
meritorious act, inasmuch as it is the cause of the turning of
souls toward God. After submission before the Sacred Thresh-
old of the Most Inaccessible and Most Holy, this utterance was
sent down from the Kingdom of Divine Knowledge, His Word
— exalted be His glory:

O Afnan! Upon thee be my glory! The aforementioned feast
was among the requirements of divine wisdom. This deed hath
been adorned with the ornament of acceptance. We testify
that it was indeed a crown upon the heads of deeds and a
sun in the heaven of actions. Convey my glad-tidings unto
him and remind him of what hath been revealed by my Pen.
By my life! He hath done what behooveth the days of his
Lord. I have illumined him with the light of my utterance
and my good-pleasure that he may rejoice and be among the
thankful ones. Such deeds are a mighty cause for the unity of
hearts and the turning of faces toward the Lord of all existence.
Today all must hold fast to that which causeth the nearness
and attraction of the peoples of the world. O Afnan! Glad-
tidings! Glad-tidings! In these days the Orator of utterance
ascended the pulpit in the City of Lovers and proclaimed with
the most exalted call: “O people of the Most Exalted Paradise
and O Manifestations of the Supreme Heaven! Rejoice and be
glad in that the lovers have hastened to the place of sacrifice
on the Day of the Covenant!” Then the Herald called from
another direction: “This is the day wherein the companions
of the Crimson Ark have attained victory through that which
befell the Lord of all creation in the Land of Ta. God, the Lord
of Destiny, hath illumined the prison-land through the arrival
of ‘Ali-before-Akbar.” Then the Herald called from the right of
the luminous spot: “O concourse of earth and heaven! This is
the day wherein the Trusted One arrived at a manifest prison
in the path of God, the Lord of all the worlds.”

Glory be to God! The oppressors imagine that through these
afflictions and the kindled fire, the divine light and the fire
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of the Lord’s Tree will be extinguished and destroyed. The
Wronged One testifieth that were all who are in the heavens
and earth to gather to extinguish the light, they would find
themselves utterly powerless. The Books of God have testified
to this, both in the past and future. Blessed are they who
understand.

2 The Afnan and the loved ones of that land all bear witness that

the people of God have never intended, nor do they intend, con-
flict, corruption or disputation with anyone. For nearly forty
years they have endured and resigned themselves to countless
hardships and tribulations. Nevertheless, the fire of hatred in
the breasts of the people of hypocrisy is observed to be greater
than before. God hath sealed their hearing, their sight, and
their understanding, for through these rejected satanic deeds
they earn everlasting punishment and perceive it not. Soon
shall perish the world and all that they possess, and they shall
find themselves in grievous torment.

The protection of His Majesty the Most Great Emperor, may
God assist him, hath become the cause of the inflammation
of the fire of hatred. For some time they have been secretly
engaged in instigation and zealously seeking means of oppres-
sion, until in these days the hidden contents of the breasts
of the oppressors have become manifest and evident. Surely
they have heard some of what hath transpired. Convey greet-
ings to the General of that land on behalf of these people who
are scattered throughout the world, and say: This people, in
view of the favor that hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of justice of His Majesty the Emperor, are all looking
unto him and holding fast unto his good-pleasure. For this
reason the oppressive souls have instigated a group against
this wronged people, and have again stained the soil of some
lands with blood shed in the path of God. We beseech God to
assist that Dawning-Place of justice and equity in protecting
this wronged band. Verily, He is powerful over all things. In
truth, the cause and reason for this hatred is the manifestation
of the favor that His Majesty the Most Great Emperor hath
shown toward these wronged ones. We beseech God to assist
His Majesty in protecting His flock. Verily, He is the Helper
of those who help and the Supporter of the just ones. There
is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the Mighty.
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Your Excellency should mention to the General all that has
transpired. It is hoped that His Honor will convey to His Im-
perial Majesty what will evoke His favor and ensure the pro-
tection of these oppressed ones. This servant, nay the world it-
self, is astonished that although these wronged ones have been
and continue to be more submissive and humble than all other
groups in Iran, and have obeyed whatever was commanded and
ordained, and in all circumstances and instances of oppression
and transgression did not raise a hand nor resort to defense - as
the General himself and the noble officers of the illustrious gov-
ernment (may God assist it) have known and know - yet every
day some evil from the wicked people becomes manifest. His
oppression of us is intense and evident; We have no recourse
save to make it known

Let us see what the justice of His Imperial Majesty requires and
commands. They have repeatedly stated that the purpose of
these declarations is to inform, so that all may become aware
and cognizant of the oppression of the tyrannical souls and
the patience of these wronged ones. In truth, the matter is in
God’s hands. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth. He is the Protector, the Helper, the Succourer.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

i The servant, in closing, beseecheth God, his Lord, to protect

His loved ones through the hosts of the seen and the unseen,
and to exalt them through His Name amongst all peoples. Ver-
ily, He is the Guardian of the doers of good and the Lord of
those who place their trust in Him. There is no God but Him,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

7 In all conditions, I beseech the True One, exalted be His glory,

to assist these wronged ones in that which is the cause of the
Most Great Steadfastness. Verily, our Lord is the Helper, the
Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Knowing. In these days, the
Throne is established in Haifa, together with a company of
those who circle round it, the emigrants, and the travelers.
Praise be to God, all are adorned with piety and illumined
with the light of detachment. Each day they attain the honor
of presence and meeting. This is a peerless, mighty grace. I
beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for His loved ones that
which befitteth the heaven of His bounty. Verily, He is the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

A further submission is that several months ago, a sacred
Tablet known as Nida [Proclamation] and Bisharat [Glad-
Tidings|, was dispatched according to the command of the
Lord of the Unseen and the Seen. This Tablet contains laws
that were scattered throughout the Most Holy Book and other

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ST o e oy omntie doms Ole i)
Ll o S adle 5 fapls ol 02
Slossé ol s K14 42| Akus 5 034 0L
5 0 e s dl) o s 5 002 ol
x;ﬁ&l& gy 5 N sl 5o s G
e s el s I & 555 4l
s “’QSC‘ Aslde 5 azadls ) sy
ol e ol s sl s 513

Ol 2 035 sl Loy s Ole

Lasl 4o (gyblpel & e b s
O S apake dgep s5e lep ax 5 Al
A s 1B Kb ol sl b lebl
Niféj;ﬁ;xﬁ°ﬁ¢}£ﬂ&?}"~‘wj
g,:w_uﬁxuuﬁ,m@;\g,
oy b adl ol U L) sy, L
SALA]
Jaa;.,a\éjm‘}qd,zﬁ\;\gr;wé\
Coy a7l b s o3l 5 o) 32 £y
VALY Gl Bge y cpmst] Ly &) 2l
SLI A o

A e Dl o G 5 e s
Coali) o & oL e p O i | pslls
alal) Sualt ol a3 o iy O ol (6
B 31 a8l i o S e o
PR f NESI L.LJEL‘"") axle s
7B a2 ey p e plhadl s
o del dely Sy bib S} 2 2
o al slae ST iy b 8U,Y K ol

il el

“&“:&‘C}s&ﬂiQME’su&f
W)){Jﬁ O\)wduwjr}wf (Y
G s as Jll syd s o S LY
Sy Bl OB s & sl CJJ

Ssgp pm Sl et 3y G 1))

o6

26



29

Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00340

Tablets, which the Blessed Being Himself gathered together.
In that Tablet it was mentioned so that all may know and
discover those laws that are the cause of tranquility for the
peoples of the world, the comfort of nations, the elimination
of discord and dissension, and the establishment of unity and
harmony, and that they may raise their voices in praise and
gratitude to the Goal of all the world’s peoples. In truth, the
most great favor hath been made manifest, but the unjust ones
of the earth have risen in such opposition that the Concourse
on high are engaged in lamentation and weeping. O my God!
O my God! Protect Thy servants, then aid them through Thy
power and might. Verily Thou art the Most Powerful of the
powerful and the Most Merciful of the merciful.

Until now, no news of the arrival of that most mighty, most
holy Tablet hath been received, and if it hath arrived, it must
needs be translated so that their Majesties the kings - may God
assist them - may become aware of its purpose and know of a
certainty that this Community hath had and hath no purpose
save the removal of corruption and the manifestation of jus-
tice and fairness. I beseech the True One to cause that Tablet
to reach its destination. Verily He is the Powerful, the Com-
mander, the All-Wise. Glory and remembrance and praise be
upon your honor and upon those who are present before you
and who hearken unto your words and your mention of the
Cause of God, our Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who
are in the heavens and the earth. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Istanbul
Date: 1308-12-19 [1891-Jul-26]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power!

Praise be to the Goal of the world Who hath revealed that
which was hidden in hearts and souls, Who hath distinguished
the righteous from the wicked like unto light from darkness,
and made them manifest. Exalted be His might and great be
His dominion! And blessings and peace be upon the Lord by
Whom was inscribed the decree of lordship among creation,
through Whom shone forth the light of unity and were raised
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the banners of victory and triumph amidst all created things,
and upon His family and companions whom God made the
shepherds of His flock and guides of His servants, and upon ev-
ery steadfast and upright one, and every knower who hath ut-
tered that which he was commanded in His perspicuous Book.

And then, my spirit be a sacrifice for your remembrance and
your utterance! Your esteemed letter was the source of true
joy and spiritual delight, for every word thereof testified to
the oneness of God, exalted be His glory, and to your health
and well-being. After reading and perusing it, I sought the
Presence, and after receiving permission to enter, I presented
it before Him. He said:

“O My Afnan! Upon thee be My peace and My glory! We
were walking in the house when We heard a call, as though the
caller were giving Me glad tidings of that which had befallen
the friends of God and His chosen ones. This is the day wherein
the Most Great Branch turned toward the Prison for the sake
of God, the Lord of destiny. Then We heard again from the
right side: ‘O people of the Crimson Ark! Rejoice in that the
Trustworthy One hath turned toward a mighty fortress and a
manifest prison for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.”’

In truth, this is a day of joy and gladness. By My life, in the
City of Lovers a feast of delight hath been spread that shall
never be folded up, for on this day the lovers in the City of
Unity and Concord, with utmost longing, sacrificed their souls
and offered them up for the sake of the One Beloved. The
might of bloodthirsty oppressors deterred them not, nor did the
wrathful tongues of the savage ones hold them back from their
purpose. How wondrous, nay doubly wondrous, that which
hath come to pass - the like of which the eye of time hath
never witnessed! Without cause or reason, suddenly the fire of
hatred was kindled. On the twenty-third of the blessed month
of Ramadan, the wolves of the earth set upon the divine sheep.
Without proof or evidence, such tyranny was unleashed that
caused the realities of existence to weep. Those possessed of
hearing can this day hear the lamentation of all things. They
seized those who were the dawning-places of virtues and the
daysprings of refinement. First they took all they possessed,
then with diverse torments put seven souls to death, in such
wise that every soul who heard of it wailed in grief.

One of those souls uttered these exalted words: “O people!
The Prince of Martyrs - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for His sake - cried out in the land of Taff, ‘Is there any who
will help me?” This lowly one declareth, ‘Is there any who
will behold me?”’ It is reported that some they hanged and
set ablaze, while others they cut to pieces and burned. One
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of those souls addressed these exalted words to the tyranni-
cal commander, saying: “For forty years have I awaited this
day, that this hair of mine might be dyed with my blood in
the path of God.” In brief, they first commanded them to
recant and curse this Wronged One. They refused, and with
supreme steadfastness acknowledged that which was written
in the divine Books of old and of recent times. These events
had no connection to the land of Ta. They wrote that when
Zillu’s-Sultan merely heard that the Wanderer had been seized,
fearing lest secrets be revealed, he commanded his son to do
what transpired, that perchance he might once again render
His Majesty the King - may God assist him - heedless, lest he
become aware of his internal enemy. After despairing of the
wronged ones of the world, he martyred Siyyid Ashraf in the
land of Sad with unprecedented tyranny. The purpose of all
these deeds was that the secrets of his breast and the treachery
of his eye might remain concealed.

O Afnan, upon thee be My glory! Thou knowest that this
Wronged One hath in all Tablets forbidden this party from
corruption, conflict and contention. The writing of anonymous
letters and casting them before houses and in streets is the way
of the ignorant and the base ones of the earth. By the blood
of the martyrs in the land of Ya, We have had and have no
purpose save the reformation of the world and the edification of
the souls of the peoples. This party hath, without concealment
or veiling, mentioned before the faces of rulers and divines
that which conduceth to the exaltation, elevation, comfort and
tranquility of the peoples of the world. By the life of God!
Their purpose is to serve the government and nation, not to
engage in that which would lead to corruption, conflict and
contention. To this testifieth every fair-minded and discerning
one, and every learned and informed one. Never hath any
incident or movement from these souls been witnessed in the
land. God is sufficient witness to this.

In the land of Ta [Tehran] they arrested two of these com-
panions, and likewise Sayyah and his associate. According to
reports, Sayyah threw himself from the window attempting to
escape, but broke his leg and was unable to flee. Praise be to
God for this - your honor knows in detail what his purpose
was. This Wronged One intended to send a few words to His
Majesty the King of Iran, may the All-Merciful strengthen him,
that perhaps contrary to what has passed, he might grasp those
things that ensure the perpetuity of his government and the
preservation of his glory, and in all conditions do what befits
his station. These are those words:
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O King! It behooveth, nay it is imperative upon Your Majesty
in such days as these that the justice of God’s shadow on earth
inquire of Sayyah Effendi, the true minister of the noble court:
What was the purpose of your journey to Akka in that known
year? By whose direction was it made? What was your objec-
tive? And what response did you receive? However, this has
not yet been sent, for it is not known whether Your Majesty will
hearken unto the petitions of the wronged ones of the world.
By My life! This Wronged One has ever held fast to that
which prevents corruption and preserves order. Though forty
years have passed, during which in every year the hosts of self
and passion have assailed the innocent and shed pure and holy
blood, yet none arose in defense. All have held fast to the cord
of divine commands and clung to the hem of His laws, and
continue to do so. This matter is as clear and evident as the
sun. Either His Majesty the King of Iran - may God preserve
him - and the ministers and princes of the government have
not noticed, or they have noticed and deemed it expedient to
turn a blind eye.

Would that someone could be found with whom this Wronged
One might make a firm and binding covenant that this com-
munity, so long as they exist in Iran, would arise to serve the
government - a covenant that the passage of centuries and ages
would not alter, and that time would not erase. However, since
there are many deceivers in the world, the acceptance of this
matter is difficult. God knows that whatsoever this Wronged
One mentions is adorned with the ornament of truth and is
sanctified from erasure and change. We beseech God to aid
the ministers of Iran to look upon matters with the eye of
justice and fairness. Verily, He is the Lord of gifts and favors.

This evanescent servant beseeches from the Eternal Truth that
which brings assurance to hearts and justice to souls. For forty
years this community has dwelt in the domains of this eternal
empire, and during this time no opposition has appeared from
any soul. If occasionally an outcry has been raised, its cause
has been certain Iranian officials, as in this year when they have
groundlessly harassed some in Baghdad, as though they under-
stood their own glory to lie in the abasement of the servants of
God. Nevertheless, none uttered a word, bearing tribulations
for the sake of God. And since they are commanded to pa-
tience, submission and contentment, they therefore hold fast
to the cord of trust and cling to the hem of resignation.
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From the day that His Majesty Sultan Abdul-Hamid Khan -
may God, the Blessed and Exalted, strengthen him - ascended
the throne of sovereignty, he has striven day and night in the af-
fairs of the realm and the comfort of his subjects. Upon merely
hearing that a place has caught fire, he personally rises to ex-
tinguish it. In truth, he is a sign of God’s mercy unto creation.
Wherever there appears the slightest famine, that blessed be-
ing immediately convenes an assembly under his leadership
and takes whatever measures are necessary for its relief. In all
hardships he is the helper of the nation, and in all matters the
well-wisher of his subjects. None denies his grace save the en-
vious deceiver. Indeed, among the Ottoman sultans none like
this blessed being has appeared - or if one has, this community
was not aware of it.

In any case, it is necessary and obligatory for this community to
beseech God, exalted be His glory, night and day for the might,
wealth, exaltation and health of that blessed being. Verily, God
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

This servant is greatly perplexed, for this time in Iran there has
appeared that which had no cause, and from what they have
done they had a purpose, which was to remove doubts and
conceal misdeeds. Every fair-minded person will understand
from what has been mentioned who and what was the source
and origin of these affairs. Now it has become necessary for
this servant to mention somewhat of what has occurred, that
perhaps the hand of divine power may raise up a soul who
would hold fast to justice and fairness.

This week these reports arrived: On the night of the 23rd of
the blessed Ramadan, they seized two souls in the mosque of
Shaykh Hasan Sabzavari and brought them before the governor.
After much torment and extraction of money, they released
them. Then they seized those two souls again along with five
others - each of whom was like a lamp illumined with proper
conduct and virtuous character - and in public thoroughfares
struck them with stones, clubs and chains until they reached
the presence of His Excellency, expressing joy and delight at
the abasement and humiliation of those friendless and helpless
souls, doing what no eye has seen nor ear has heard. Then they
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summoned the clergy and incited them until they issued a de-
cree, after which they placed a rope around one person in their
presence, dragging that innocent one forward and taking the
other six behind him. Some they beheaded in various places
and some they cut into pieces, and those pure and holy bodies
they burn with fire. Then they command the Jews to take
those bones and cast them into pits. God knows that tongue
and pen are ashamed of what they have done. And some have
written that they placed one person before a cannon.

In brief, oppression reached such a point that Justice itself
wept. At night they were occupied with revelry and merry-
making, the whole city was illuminated with lamps, and instru-
ments of pleasure were at hand. The rabble of the city went
about with drums and tambourines, uttering curses and impre-
cations. Such tumult ensued that the people of the city com-
plained of the chaos that occurred that night. The wives and
children of those martyrs remained that night without helper,
companion or sustenance. It is reported that subjects of foreign
powers, with utmost love and kindness, secretly sent provisions
and assisted the oppressed ones to the extent possible. And it
is reported that His Majesty the Shah of Iran was unaware and
uninformed of these matters, all of which occurred by order of
the governor of the Land of Sad [Isfahan], whose purpose was
to keep His Majesty - may God strengthen him - ignorant of
these hidden secrets.

Glory be to God! Such occurrences will precipitate the time
when, by the decree of the clergy, all people will rise against
the government itself. Great astonishment has overtaken me
that they were content to create such disgrace and chaos by
these manifestations of suspicion and fancy. God is witness
and aware that if there had been the slightest fault or miscon-
duct by those souls, this servant and his Master would not have
mentioned them. The peerless One God is witness that after
divine grace and heavenly favor, the attention of this people
is fixed upon royal justice. Now I beseech that Your Majesty
personally investigate what has occurred and make inquiries,
that what is hidden may be revealed and enemy distinguished
from friend, and that you may turn your attention to assist-
ing these oppressed ones of the world. This servant beseeches
his Lord to assist His Majesty the Sultan to look after his op-
pressed subjects and the just servants of God. Verily He is
powerful over what He willeth, and He is the Single, the One,
the Compassionate, the Generous.
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At this point the Master - may our spirits be sacrificed for
Him - uttered these sublime words: “What was the fault of
Mu’inu’l-Mulk that they dismissed him? He in no way ne-
glected his service and duties. Praise be to God that through
him and his name no harm occurred. If you reach his presence,
convey greetings from the Wronged One and say: ‘Patience,
O Mu'inu’l-Mulk, if adversity befalls, for the end of beautiful
patience is beautiful. After the darkness of night comes the
light of morning, and after the eclipse of the sun its radiance
and splendor become manifest” We beseech God, blessed and
exalted, to assist him and enable him to practice justice whose
fragrance and traces will not cease. Verily He is the Bestower,
the Commander, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” End quote.

Every day this servant has been and is anticipating news of
Your Honor’s health and well-being, and surely you will show
kindness and make it known. Peace, praise, remembrance and
glory be upon Your Honor and upon those who love you and
hear your word for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

) The servant 19 Dhi’l-Hijjih 1308
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To: Yuness Afroukhteh
Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

He is the Speaker before the faces of the world!

The gate of the Most Exalted Paradise hath been opened, and
there hath come forth therefrom one of the Countenances, and
she proceeded until she stood above the head and called out
with the most exalted call: “O concourse of earth and heaven!
By God, this is the Day whereof the Books of God, both past
and future, have given glad tidings!” And she pointed with
her finger and said: “This is the Promised One and the Lord
of Hosts, through Whose manifestation the Mount was blessed
by its Interlocutor, and the Lote-Tree by its Sustainer and its
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Purpose!” The rapture of the Revelation hath seized all things
- they celebrate, glorify and clap their hands. Thus hath the
call been raised from every direction. Blessed is he who hath
heard and responded, and woe unto every heedless doubter!

Thy name was mentioned before the Wronged One, and thou
wast remembered by Him Who loveth Me, who was named the
Beloved - upon him be My glory. We have turned unto thee
and revealed for thee that which hath diffused the fragrance
of bounties and favors. Beware lest the clamor of the heedless
sadden thee, or the might of those who have denied God, the
Lord of lords, frighten thee. Take the Book with strength
from Us, then read it with joy and delight unto the people of
creation. Say: O people, be fair for God’s sake and follow not
the imaginings of the people of error.

O Yunus! He Who was treasured in the eternity of eternities
hath appeared, and He Who was promised in the Books of God,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, hath come. We beseech God
to assist the heedless to return and repent before the gate that
hath been opened to all who are in the heavens and on earth.

When thou hearest My sweetest call and the rushing of My
Most Exalted Pen, turn with thy heart unto God, the Lord
of all beings, and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Revealer of
verses and Lord of names and attributes, for having given me
to drink the Kawthar of Thy utterance and guided me to Thy
path! I beseech Thee to make me so steadfast in Thy love that
neither the oppression of the Pharaohs nor the might of tyrants
shall prevent me. I beseech Thee, O Purpose of all creation
and Educator of all beings, by the ocean of utterance which
surgeth in Thy name, and by the fragrance of the All-Merciful
which was stirred by Thy command, and by the lights of the
dawn of Thy Revelation, and by the hidden mysteries in Thy
Books, to make me humble before Thy loved ones, speaking of

Thy remembrance and praise, and arising to serve Thy Cause.

I testify, O my God, that Thy Cause is great, great indeed!
Assist me, O my God, to hold fast unto it and cling to its
hem. Then ordain for me, O my God, from Thy Most Exalted
Pen the good of this world and the next. Verily Thou art the
Beloved of all beings and the Lord of the throne on high and
of the dust below.”

i We make mention of thy father and give him the glad tidings

of God’s loving-kindness, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We
mentioned him before and at this time in such wise that his
remembrance shall endure in My perspicuous Book. We testify
that he turned, attained the presence, and achieved that which
most of creation failed to achieve. He who speaketh “there is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing,
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the All-Informed” beareth witness to this. Glory, remembrance ﬁ\ 5oLl ) f:L'J\ VS JOg: | NI

and praise be upon thee and him from One mighty and wise.

MNYA.028-029, MNYA.398x, ADMS#159
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BHO02717

To: Mirza Javad (father of Tuba Mahbubi) et al.
Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

He is the Mighty, the Great

O Javad! The world hath been transformed, for the Kingdom
of utterance hath been renewed. All that existeth hath been
adorned with a new and wondrous attire. This Day, verily,
is unlike all other days, and this Revelation is the sovereign
of all revelations. The denizens of land and sea circle round
the Most Great Scene. The mountains cry out: “The All-
Possessing, the Most High hath come!” The birds of the all-
highest Paradise warble: “The Lord of the Kingdom of Names
hath been made manifest! The call is raised from the Prison
of ‘Akka. The virtues of the Day of God cannot be reckoned
or confined. Blessed are they who are endowed with sight and
hearing, who have attained unto vision and hearkening.” The
hearing saith unto the sight: “This day the Most Great Scene
is adorned - be thou aware!” And the sight saith unto the
hearing: “Hearken thou and bear witness that the Throne of
thy Lord hath established itself upon Carmel, and the Lord of
all being, the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen, is seated
thereon. A mighty festival hath been prepared, and a wondrous
celebration hath appeared. God willing, may you receive a full
portion of this eternal supreme bounty and everlasting joy and
gladness!”

O daughter of Mishkin! Upon thee be My manifest glory! To-
day the Truth hath appeared amongst creation without veil
or covering, and the light of Revelation hath illumined the
realm of Sinai, and the Sun of Truth the world of existence.
Strive that ye may not remain deprived. The ocean of divine
generosity is surging and the fragrance of the Word of God
is all-compelling. Glory be to God! The powers of sight and
hearing and understanding have been created for this Day, for
the Purpose is manifest, and the singing of the birds is raised,
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and the Countenances offer the chalice of immortality from
the hands of bounty, while the angels cry “Happy and wel-
come! Blessed is he who hath cast away the world and taken
what hath shone forth and appeared from the horizon of the
heaven of the Ancient of Days, Who speaketh before the faces
of the nations.”

O people of Sad! The lamp hath ever been and shall ever
be in the midst of winds. The peoples of the world exist to
aid the Wronged One, and yet they secretly busy themselves
helping His enemies. Thus hath the Pen spoken and the Herald
proclaimed: The Kingdom and the Dominion and the Glory
and the Grandeur and the Majesty belong unto God, the Lord
of the seen and the unseen. The Glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My mercy be upon you and upon those who
have hearkened and turned and have said: We have believed
in Thee, O Beloved of the hearts of them that know, and Goal
of all who are in the heavens and on earth!
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BHO05223

To: Mirza Ali
Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

He is the Manifest Book and the One Who speaks on the Day
of Judgment.

O ‘Ali! Do not despair of God’s spirit and mercy, and grieve
not over anything in the days of God, the Lord of the mighty
throne. Be content with what has been ordained and fix thy
gaze upon the Supreme Horizon from which the Mount received
its Interlocutor, and the Tree its Caller, and the Beloved at-
tained the presence of God, the Lord of the exalted throne.
When thine eyes are consoled by beholding My traces and thou
findest the fragrances of revelation from My Pen, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having turned toward
Thy servant and for having accepted him who hath turned to-
ward Thee. Thanks be to Thee for having caused me to hear
Thy most sweet call from the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and for having acquainted me with the Dawning-Place
of Thy verses, the Dayspring of Thy mysteries, the Treasury
of Thy knowledge, and the Source of Thy commandments and
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ordinances. O Lord! Verily Thy servant was standing before
the door of Thy bounty and awaiting the wonders of Thy gen-
erosity. I beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy mercy
and the splendors of the sun of Thy grace to make me in all
conditions steadfast in Thy remembrance and the service of
Thy Cause. O Lord! Praise be to Thee for having heard my
call and sent down for me that which shall endure through the
eternity of Thy names and attributes. I testify that Thy grace
hath encompassed existence both seen and unseen, and Thy
mercy hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth.
There is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.
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BHO05620

To: Aqa Shahzadih, in Tihran
Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

In My Name that overshadoweth all names

O My Leaf! T testify that thou hast attained unto My days
and turned toward My horizon, and hast drunk the choice
wine of revelation from the hand of My bounty, and hast
taken, with the hand of submission, My Tablet and My traces.
Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath attained unto
this Cause, the mighty, the wondrous, through which the light
hath shone forth from the horizon of manifestation and the
Sadratu’l-Muntaha hath given glad tidings unto all creation
that the Lord of the Kingdom of Names hath come with a
power before whose manifestation the power of the world stood
powerless, and with a sovereignty that hath conquered all who
are in the heavens and on earth. O My handmaiden! Hear-
ken, hearken unto the call of Him Who hath been wronged, as
He calleth thee from the precincts of the prison with an utter-
ance sweeter than sugar and more luminous than the sun and
moon. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiv-
ing be unto Thee, O my Beloved, and glory be unto Thee, O
Glory of those who are in the heavens and on earth, for hav-
ing caused me to turn toward Thee and to speak Thy praise
and to be attracted by Thy verses and to be detached from
all else besides Thee. O my Lord! T am Thy handmaiden and
the daughter of Thy handmaiden. Thou hast made me one of
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the leaves of the Blessed Tree in Thy days. I beseech Thee to
assist me in Thy remembrance and praise through the wisdom
which Thou hast sent down in Thy Books. Then ordain for
me that which beseemeth the ocean of Thy bounty and the
heaven of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the
Most Generous. There is no God but Thee, the Munificent,
and Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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BHO05493

To: Husayn Quli
Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

He is the Witness, the All-Hearing, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing!

This is a Book sent down by the Wronged One to him who hath
taken the Dawning-place of verses as his helper and turned
unto Him when the servants turned away, save him who drank
the choice wine of revelation from the hand that was mighty in
the name of God. We have heard thy call and turned toward
thee, and observed thy turning unto Us, and have sent down
for thee the heavenly table of utterance from a heaven that was
exalted in the name of God. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His
knowledge. He witnesseth and seeth, and He hath power over
all things.

When thou hearest My call and art illumined by the light of
My lamp, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
guided me and mentioned me, and glory be to Thee for having
caused me to hear Thy call and to behold the traces of Thy
Most Exalted Pen, whose rustling hath been raised up. I be-
seech Thee, O Lord of the kingdom of earth and heaven, and
Sovereign of grandeur and might, by Thy Most Great Book
whereby Thou hast guided the peoples, to make me one who
drinketh Thy choice wine, who gazeth toward Thy horizon,
who hearkeneth unto Thy call, who speaketh in Thy praise,
who holdeth fast to Thy cord, and who cleaveth to the hem
of Thy robe. O my Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant, turning unto Thee, detached from all else but
Thee. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of that which lieth
with Thee, and to ordain for me, O my God, that which will
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draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions. Verily Thou art the
Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

BHO05885

Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

This is a Book sent down in truth from God, the Lord of the
worlds, that He might draw the people to a station illumined
by the lights of the utterance of God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who
hath turned to the Countenance and responded when thy shrill
voice was raised throughout the world, and who hath believed
in God, the Mighty, the All-Informed. We have heard thy call,
We have turned toward thee and sent unto thee the fragrances
of revelation, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the
Lord of the Mighty Throne. This is a Day whereon the Dove of
Paradise warbleth and the Tongue speaketh in the kingdom of
utterance through a command from the presence of a wise Or-
dainer. When thou hast quaffed the choice wine of utterance
from the cup of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, say:
My God, my Master and my Support! I testify to Thy Manifes-
tation and to Thy Books which Thou hast sent down from the
heaven of Thy Will, and to the movement of Thy Pen whereby
Thou hast subdued the cities of hearts and souls. And I testify
to Thy oneness and Thy singleness. I beseech Thee, O Thou
Who art the Possessor of existence and the Forgiver of sins, by
the lights of Thy countenance through which the Sun of Thy
bounty hath shone upon existence, and by Thy Most Great
Name which hath encompassed the world, to assist me to be
steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that neither the oppres-
sion of tyrants nor the injustice of pharaohs may frighten me.
Then write down for me that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee in all conditions. Verily, Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted.

SLI A il 1

Gl Sy bl el e B JF OF 2
Aok sl el 41 )
A 31 or 531 eI B L
3 4G S a3 Ol 4yl
Lers SO Las Bl el sl iy o
v<:) sl ) Sles S ey!
Ble Sk by U il GO
T O @Kl 3 0L gl 5 ey Al
Gy Ca g 13 g f:ia /TO.G o
A B o) KT SE e oL
S s Sl k) g 64:#;
ﬁfﬁ,&:%w&y}pj\ El
Al ol g Y Slae o L )
Sl L Sl el by gl
L @‘ Sems 5k oyl sl 3 2
V.E&Y\&\U sl de S w34
de bl e 585 0l L) Ll ol
gﬁ&,s,,t,;,\s,lug;zv;ﬂﬁ,&,\
E oS Ga b d o1 el

Jlall ) il S iV

BLIB__Or15716.115b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 69



Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BHO08859

BH09404

To: Haji Mirza Asadullah et al.
Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glory be to Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of all beings and
the Ultimate Aim of all creation! I testify with the tongue of
both mine inner and outer being that Thou hast revealed and
manifested Thyself, that Thou hast sent down Thy verses and
demonstrated Thy proofs, and that Thou art independent of
anyone besides Thee and sanctified above all else except Thy-
self. T ask Thee, by the glory of Thy Cause and the power
of Thy Word, graciously to assist them that have arisen to
discharge what hath been enjoined upon them in Thy Book,
and to perform that whereby the fragrance of Thine accep-
tance may be shed abroad. Thou, verily, art the Powerful, the
Gracious, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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BHO08859

To: Haji Abdur-Rahim Yazdi father of Muhammad Yazdi
Date: 1308 [1890-1891]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of all beings and God of all things
that exist! I testify with my outward and inward tongue to
Thy manifestation and Thy revelation, to the sending down of
Thy verses and the demonstration of Thy clear signs, and to
Thy independence from all else and Thy sanctification above
all others. I beseech Thee by the might of Thy Cause and the
power of Thy Word to aid him who desires to carry out that
which Thou hast commanded him in Thy Book and to perform
that which will diffuse the fragrance of Thy good pleasure. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Mighty, the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the
Generous.

He is the Helper
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The letter of the beloved of the heart, AB, upon him be
the glory and loving-kindness of God, containing six English
pounds, has been received by this servant through his honor
the beloved of the heart who bears the two Most Exalted
Names, MH, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, in
the year 1308.
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BHUO0016

Date: 1308 [1890-1891]

[One day at three in the afternoon we were summoned. I had
a severe fever. He said, “You have a fever,” and in a jesting
tone added that fever was the fruit of this land - everyone
who arrives must have a fever. Tea was served in His presence.
I perspired profusely, such that my clothes were soaked. He
said, “Go change your clothes. You will not have fever again.”
During the nine months that we were blessed to be there, no
illness befell me.]

[It was during these days that the episode of the Seven Martyrs
of Yazd occurred in the year 308. The Blessed Beauty was so
affected and saddened by this event that for nine full days
no one was granted permission to attain His presence. On
the ninth day, He summoned the friends and gave a detailed
account regarding the Qajar dynasty, their deeds and conduct,
the events in Yazd, and the oppression of Zillu’s-Sultan and
his son Jalalu’d-Dawlih. Addressing us, He said:]

3 “Be not sorrowful, be not dejected, be not grieved. The sacred

tree of God’s Cause is watered by the blood of the martyrs.
Unless a tree is watered, it will not grow and will not bear fruit.

Soon you shall see that no trace of this group will remain on the
page of time, and the soil of Iran will be cleansed and purified
of their existence. Jalalu’d-Dawlih has committed such a deed
that the eyes of the Concourse on High weep blood.”
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Date: 1308 ? [1890-1891]

He is the Most High, the Most Glorious @(&\ Z}J\ 5

> We have desired to make mention of Our loved ones in that

land whose names were not mentioned before the Face, that
they may rejoice in the remembrance of God, the Mighty, the
All-Bountiful. O people of God! Blessed are ye, inasmuch as
ye have quaffed the wine of utterance from the chalice of the
bounty of the Lord of all Religions. The Wronged One counse-
leth you with that which will exalt your stations among men.
Take hold of the Book of God with such strength as cannot be
hindered by the hosts of the wicked. Verily, the Lamp calleth
out saying: Look ye, look ye in all conditions. Beware lest the
veils of the world withhold you from this Lamp which God hath
lit through His power and His might from His presence. He is
verily the All-Conquering, the Unconstrained. Glory be upon
you, O friends of God and His party, and upon My handmaid-
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To: Haji Ali Tihrani, in Beirut

Date: 1308 ¢ [1890-1891]

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed. PUHIRNEY »

O Al say: O my God and my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name, and by Thy Cause, and by Thy might, and by Thy
power, and by Thy sovereignty, and by Thy greatness, and
by Thy dominion, and by Thy majesty, that Thou aid me to
remain steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that neither the
oppression of the wicked ones nor the clamor of the enemies
shall hold me back. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

At the conclusion of this message, we make mention of thy wife
who hath turned unto God, attained His presence and visited
the House. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid her, to assist
her and to make her firm in His love and in His remembrance
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and in His praise. Verily, He hath power over all things and is
worthy to answer prayer.
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To: mother of Ali Afnan
Date: 1308 [1890-1891]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose grasp lie the reins of all
things! Glorified art Thou, O Thou in Whose right hand is
the kingdom of immortality! Glorified art Thou, O Thou by
Whose command the Names are made manifest! Glorified art
Thou, O Thou by Whose will all who are in earth and heaven
appeared!

3 I testify to Thy manifestation and Thy revelation and Thine
establishment upon the throne of “He doeth whatsoever He
willeth,” and to Thy power which hath encompassed the king-
dom of immortality. O my Lord! Thou seest one of Thy leaves
who hath sought the tree of Thy utterance and hath left her
homeland out of longing to attain Thy presence. The hands
of Thy might and the hosts of Thy invisible realm did aid
her until she arrived at Thy Most Great Prison and attained
Thy presence and heard Thy verses and beheld Thy horizon.
O my Lord! Assist her through Thy sovereignty and aid her
through Thy bounty and bestowal. Then send down unto her
that which shall endure as long as Thy names endure and the
manifestations of Thy attributes. Verily Thou art the Ruler
over whatsoever Thou willest and the Ordainer of whatsoever
Thou desirest. Moreover I beseech Thee by Thy generosity
which hath encompassed all existence to ordain for her every
good thing Thou hast ordained for Thy branches and every
grace Thou hast written down for Thy leaves. Then make that
which she hath sent be adorned with the ornament of Thy ac-
ceptance and the glory of Thy good-pleasure. Verily Thou art
the Mighty, the Most Bountiful, the Powerful, the Generous.
There is no God but Thee, the Supremely Powerful, the Most
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High, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And praise be unto Thee,
for verily Thou art the Goal of all worlds.

BH10831

To: Karbalai Sadiq
Date: 1308 [1890-1891]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O Thou Who art the Self-Subsisting One of
Names and the Possessor of the throne on high and the earth
below! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great, Most Impregnable,
Most Holy, Most Mighty, Most Glorious Name to ordain for
whosoever hath turned unto Thee and carried out what Thou
hast revealed in Thy Book the reward of every steadfast one
whom neither the tyranny of the servants nor the clamor of
the lands hath deterred. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous, and within Thy grasp lie the reins of all who
are in the heavens and on earth.
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BHUO0066

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

The Jalalu’d-Dawlih has done what has caused the eyes of the
denizens of the Supreme Concourse to shed tears of blood.
Do you perceive the reason for his doings? The motive is
that Mas’ud Mirza, the Zillu’s-Sultan, wrote Us a letter in
his own handwriting, and gave it to Haji Mirza [Muhammad-|
‘Ali Sayyah to bring.

Among the things he requested of Us was to aid him with the
Babis to destroy his Shah-Baba. “Should You do this,” he
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wrote, “I will give You liberty, I will give You authority, I will
support You, I will make amends for past atrocities.”

This Wronged-One wrote him, “Put away such thoughts. Pray-
ing for the Shah is obligatory for you, all Iranians, and Us. We
do not desire liberty, nor rule. Were We after leadership, what
authority could have been better than occupying the post of
minister in Tihran? For the sake of God, We have arisen to
improve the morals of a number of people, wronged in this
world. Never again write in this vein to Us. Never again put
such requests to this Wronged-One.”

Having despaired of such subversive imaginings, he has now
arisen against the friends and harms them thus. But the tale
of the wayward is not worth repeating. Ere long, however, he
will become that “which he was a thing not worthy of remem-
brance.” You will see the name of the Qajar obliterated, and
no trace of them or their rule will remain.

Consider this: In one single city and at the same location, two
persons dwell. One takes the path of waywardness, while the
other acts with equity. One becomes the Mushir, and the other
becomes the Qavam. From the dawn of the Cause in Shiraz,
the Mushir has had the temerity to arise against the Faith. Ere
long, that name will be eradicated from the realm of Fars. In
contrast, from the beginning of the Dispensation, the Qavam
Dynasty has caused no harm, nay, they have always supported
the friends and at all times have rendered assistance.

GEN.162, AFNAN.031x

BHUO0067

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

Islam was a good religion, but they destroyed it. Differences
arose from the beginning of the Dispensation and, after the as-
cension of the Prophet, the foundation of Islam was shattered.

Division first appeared in the house of the Prophet. When the
Messenger of God [Muhammad] was ill and His companions
gathered about His deathbed, He asked for a pen and paper to
write His Will. ‘Umar said, “He is delirious.” His Holiness ‘Ali
responded, “Sickness and fever have no effect on the condition
of the Prophets; they are always inspired. Present Him with
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writing materials and see what guidance He gives” ‘Umar
responded, “The Book of God is sufficient unto us.”

Those same words became the cause of division, and the world
and Islam have suffered since. The same words “the Book
of God is sufficient unto us” broke the back of the Prophet’s
daughter. The same words “the Book of God is sufficient unto
us” resulted in the slaying of ‘Uthman. The same words “the
Book of God is sufficient unto us” brought about the Battle of
Camels. The same words “the Book of God is sufficient unto
us” split ‘Ali’s forehead. The same words “the Book of God
is sufficient unto us” precipitated the episode of the land of
Taf and the martyrdom of Husayn ibn ‘Ali. The same words
“the Book of God is sufficient unto us” sent the House of Im-
maculacy into slavery and scattered it in all directions. The
same words “the Book of God is sufficient unto us” ultimately
assailed the holy breast of the Exalted One [the Bab].

[He then raised His hand and stated], “Our enemies are also in
Our sleeve.”

AFNAN.033-034

BHUO0068

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’'llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

When, with the support of Nasiri’d-Din Shah and Sultan
‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz, Shaykh ‘Abdu’l-Husayn strove mightily to
extinguish the light of God’s Cause, the radiance of God’s
Faith nevertheless illumined both East and West, and the
triumph and retribution of God’s religion caused the heads of
monarchs to bow in abasement. Ere long, you shall witness
all orders rolled up, and the peoples and nations of the world
gathered beneath the pavilion of the Cause of God.

On another day in Baghdad, a learned divine came to visit Us.
He was tall and heavily built, with a thick beard and corpulent
frame, and wore an enormous turban. He greeted Us with a
guttural voice and, upon being seated, began to recite intricate
and incomprehensible Arabic verses. We said to him, “Pray
introduce yourself that We might know something of you.” He
replied, “I am the seal of the ecclesiastics” We responded,
“God willing, God willing.”
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On that day, the Blessed Beauty was in a state of exceeding
joy and smiled frequently. He said: “Pray that God does not
create another sect like the Shi’ih.”

AFNAN.044-045

BHUO0069

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

Consider how unfair and truly void of faith they are. Because
of the Mu‘tamu’d-Dawlih’s supplications in Isfahan, the Pri-
mal Point took the sister of Rajab-‘Ali [Qahyir] as a wife so
that she could look after His household needs. After the great
Martyrdom and the most mighty Tragedy, notwithstanding the
explicit Text forbidding marriage with the Bab’s wives, with ut-
most impudence, Azal at first took her as a wife and then, hav-
ing absolutely no sense of shame or compunction, gave her to
Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahani. This act resulted in the mother
of the Bab refusing to give her allegiance to the Faith for some
time.

Do not grieve. Praise be to God, the mother of that Blessed Be-
ing came to believe at the end. Their station is well above the
conception of peoples and the understanding of Our servants.

AFNAN.042-043

BHUO0033

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

Several divines came to visit Us [during those days, and] one
of them inquired, “Where do You come from?”, to which
We replied, “We are from ‘Ama”’ [an allegorical reference to

Heaven]. He asked what kind of place it was and where it was.

We answered that ‘Ama’ has weather so pleasant as to be
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considered divine, trees laden with fruit, is green and verdant,
has flowing rivers,and is a gathering-place for spiritual people.
“Can we go there also?” asked one of the men, but I replied,
“No, it is not possible; such a place is not suitable for you.”

STOB.093 #124, AFNAN.043-044

BHUO0029

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1509 [1891-1892]

When We were about to depart from Baghdad, We moved to
the garden of Najib Pasha. We remained in that garden for
twelve days, and each day a group from among the inhabitants
of Baghdad would come to bid Us farewell. Among them, one
day came a group of religious scholars, and one of them said,
“We were awaiting the Promised Mahdi. Then a man from
Shiraz claimed to be the Mahdi, and a number of people fol-
lowed him. After that, we were awaiting the appearance of the
Husayni. Now you have claimed that station. Your duty is to
study Sharh-i-Lum’ih and Sibawayh until you finally return to
your proper place.”

STOB.093-094 #124, AFNAN.044

BHUO0070

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

[On another day, Baha'u’llah spoke of Mulla ‘Aliy-i Sabzivari,
saying:]

When Mulla ‘Ali was led to the place of his martyrdom, he
instructed the executioner to open one of his veins. When a
bit of his throat was cut, with his own sacred blood, he dyed
his white beard red, calling out to the crowd, ‘O people! On
the day of His martyrdom on the field of Karbala, Husayn
ibn ‘Ali spoke these words: “Is there anyone truly capable of
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dispensing victory who will come to aid me?” But I say unto
you, “O people, is there anyone truly capable of seeing who
will come to behold me?”’

[Baha'u’llah repeated several times:]

What weighty words did that man speak, and how he bore wit-
ness to the truth of this Faith with his precious blood! People
witnessed it but were not moved, and barbarously put to death
that innocent soul.

[He then added]

All these strange events support the greatness of this blessed
Cause. They will all be recorded in the pages of history and
future generations will feel proud of them.

[The late Haji ‘Abu’l-Hasan [Bazzaz| Shirazi was present and
asked Baha’u’llah, “After the martyrdom of Husayn ibn ‘Alj,
the sovereignty of Yazid lasted no more than three years. Why
is it that, 50 years after the martyrdom of the Exalted One,
Nasiri’d-Din Shah still rules with full powers, inflicting day
and night much injury on the Faith; and God has [seemingly]
spared him?” Baha'u’llah replied:]

God has given him this clemency because of the error of some
believers in the early days and their assassination attempt on
him. But he too will have his day. You will see.

AFNAN.045-046

BHUO0071

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

O flowers of the rose-garden of the honored Afnan! You are
welcome; you are welcome. Your departure from Shiraz was
very difficult and tiring. The divine will and the resoluteness
of the honored Afnan brought you to this threshold of holi-
ness. During your sea journey, dangers beset you and God
protected you. Consider, this very day several thousand peo-
ple are treading the ground between Safa and Marwih [on one
foot]. The Beloved of the world of being is present in this land,
but they are oblivious. All are heedless; all are unaware; all
are uninformed. You are the true pilgrims.
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[Three times He repeated:]
You are the true pilgrims!

[At that moment, as I sat enraptured and listening attentively
to the utterances of the Desire of the world, these lines of
Rami came to my mind: O pilgrims on pilgrimage, where are
ye, where are ye? the Beloved is here, come hither ye, come
hither ye. The Beloved is your neighbor, wall by wall; why
in the wilderness lost are ye all? At that very moment, the
blessed Countenance turned to this servant and said:]

The mystics have also had something to say on this matter.

AFNAN.028-029

BHUO0072

words recollected by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

The Master is Our shield and the shield of everyone else. All
live at ease, all know utmost comfort and tranquility. Associ-
ating with men such as these is very, very difficult. It is the
Master who stands up to everything and supplies the means
for the well-being and peace of all the friends. May God pre-
serve Him from the evil of the envious and inimical. One day
in Baghdad, a beggar asked for alms. We gave him one majidi
and he told Us: “Go in peace, young man; may His Holiness
‘Abbas give you support.” He prayed for Us — it was a good
prayer.

AFNAN.039-040
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BHUO0034

To: words to Abu’l-Qasim the gardener
Date: 1308-1309 [1891-1892]

[As the end of the Ancient Beauty’s earthly life was drawing
near, His talks often often made reference to the importance
of the Covenant. On that particular day, the Blessed Beauty
issued stern warnings about Covenant-breaking. Midway
through His address, He pointed towards the Greater Branch
[His son, Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, the future archbreaker of
His Covenant| and emphatically stated:]

Should one of our branches for a moment pass out from under
the shadow of the Cause, he surely shall be brought to naught.

[These statements were delivered with such power that every-
one present was overwhelmed with awe. The following day,
while we were in the presence of Baha’u’llah, Mirza Diya’u’llah
[one of His sons] came in to say: ‘Aqa [the Master| wishes to
know if You will permit us and some of the believers to visit
Junaynih’ Baha'u’llah assked him who had sent the request,
and upon hearing that it was the Greater Branch, in strong
and clear tones he said:]

There is only one Master — the Most Great Branch, He around
Whom all names revolve.

STOB.092 #123, PN__1901 p028, PN__ 1901 p035, AFNAN.041-042, RKS.025x

BH11699

Date: 1309-01-08 [1891-Aug-14]

In this Day the clear and manifest Book lifteth up its call,
summoning all mankind unto that which draweth them nigh
unto God. Well is it with them — yea, well is it with them
— who have caught the perfumed breeze that passed at dawn
from the dwelling-place of the lovers of the divine Court. This
breeze is able to quicken the dust of hidden mysteries and cause
the buried secrets to return unto life and manifestation.

Today the world is a field of sacrifice and a garden of detach-
ment; therein the signs of renunciation have appeared and
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the tokens of severance are made plain. The cloud of fleet-
ing existence hath been scattered, and the lote-tree of the
All-Merciful’s mercy hath cast its shade over all the worlds.
Blessed are the souls who have received their share of these
existing breezes and have thereby attained an everlasting tri-
umph.

The day is the day of the manifestation of the lovers of God,
and at every moment, throughout all horizons, from the City of
Detachment a cry is raised and deeds of sacrifice appear. Nei-
ther the oppression of the oppressors, nor the ascendancy of the
aggressors, nor the clamor of the deceivers, nor the proofs and
ordinances of the deniers, have been able to debar the lovers
from the light of longing, or to deprive them of the eternal
bounty. In sacrifice and in the ranks of yearning, how many
souls there are who have taken the lead and outstripped all
others.

Praise be to God that thou hast been kindled by the fire of
Divine love and hast attained unto the light of the Revelation
of Him Who conversed upon Sinai. Thy remembrance is men-
tioned in the arena of the lovers, and thou art seen adorned
with the most radiant and most holy robe of steadfastness. Thy
letter, which bore the jewels of love and unity, and was fraught
with the knowledge and affection of the Lord of creation, was
read in the assembly of the friends beyond the veil. Praise be
to God that its beginning was adorned with the mention of
the honored Afnan, and that its ending was illumined with the
seal of acceptance.

5 Blessed art thou and well is it with thee! The Wondrous One

beseecheth His mighty and bountiful Lord to open before thy
face a door such as the eye of creation hath never beheld, to
grant thee His presence and His meeting time after time and
again after again, and to make thee attracted by His verses,
severed from all save Him, and soaring in His atmosphere—
not with the wings of birds, but with that attraction of the
Manifestation by whose word the Concourse on high and the
dwellers of the exalted Paradise were drawn. He, verily, is the
friend of him who befriendeth Him, and He strengtheneth him
who cometh unto Him with a humble and sound heart.

At one of those times when His Holiness, the Desired One and
Beloved of Grandeur, was seated upon the throne of joy, this
servant submitted the petition into His presence. Praise be to
God, with full permission it was presented, and I attained the
honor of hearing the words of the Lord of mankind. At that
moment the sea of utterance was surging with such a majesty,
and the signs of proof were shining with such a moonlike splen-
dor and radiant light, that all the pens of the world and all
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powers of comprehension are unable to preserve or set it down
in writing. Your honored self hath yourself attained that pres-
ence and witnessed it; thus there is no need to describe it.

After that, these exalted words were uttered by the Desire of
the worlds. Exalted and glorified be He! He said: “O ‘Aziz!
Upon My Afnan be My glory and My loving-kindness. The
Branch was present before the Face and read that which thou
hadst sent unto Him. We answered thee with wondrous praise
and with a clear Book.”

In these days, lamentations arise from the land of Ridvan, for
causes that have brought sorrow and lamentation to the Con-
course on high. Glorified be God! The oppressors have spread
corruption through the horizons and have revealed deeds that
sadden the denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise. Yet today
the lovers, with utmost attraction and yearning, hasten to-
ward the presence of the King of all horizons and attain their
supreme desire. The melody of the lovers is raised through
the lands; blessed is he who hath heard and attained, and woe
betide the heedless.

The friends have been remembered, that they may not be de-
prived of the cup of detachment nor barred from the remem-
brance of the Possessor of creation; for the gate of utterance
hath been opened and that which encompasseth the throne of
the kingdom and of the Kingdom hath been sent down. Great
is His loving-kindness; His mercy hath preceded all things.

We beseech God — exalted and glorified be He — to make them
heralds of His Name, severed from all else but Him. Verily
He answereth the supplication of them that ask, and He is the
Beloved of all who dwell in the heavens and on the earth.

Convey greetings and salutations to the friends, and entreat for
them from the Lord that which is the cause of abiding existence
and the ornament of souls. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty.

These words are written not from self, but by reason of the
overflowing waves of divine mercy. We trust that His bounty
will not be withheld, and that His servants will not be deprived
of the most great effulgences. These days are precious, and
the opportunity is fleeting. Though from ‘Akka the means
of writing are constrained, yet there is hope that hereafter
the Hand of bounty will be outstretched, the sealed mysteries
will be disclosed, the hidden countenances will appear in their
chambers, and the veil will be lifted. By God! the kingdom of
the heavens and the earth beareth witness to this utterance.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

aéjf SJ@L:.») Y C..:Ib J_}.,'a> S &.)L>
23 3y ad) 5T 2l O

e OLle 5 5220 Oy OUle U O awy
clley Jb) lo oo b dly D)l 48 a8
by el el ppas o> 8 (5l Sl

G B s bt 4l )

Lot 45 zer 3y 02 by el o
Cae Sy ol Bigd £y Kyt A,
A e 5y Ll a3 o) Cpims oy
AUy el L) o) 2 Gl L
b Blisly ol I Glie 3y 00 44
wzS F spaicy dgst 361 e s
e e s plladl Ul o) Blie 4

B gy 5By e L b

S gl 48 ) ©egast 5355 sl

53 e § il 2y e plal Sl
Sp 8 4l az Jiby e Ok Ol oo
wle Cla oy bl oKyl

sy iy

aerl, Lokee oot O Jlesy ks Al e
Oy B L s al @y ym,

Caolisls gl e eSSy o |y Ol
tuJ‘J Sy i e f\) 4| g'i"“‘"”

Ol gyl 5 1 (i ol sl LS gl
J-{ Ob s & d1 55 dly (Al oy
(;L“‘J Ol Mo o 2)) by 03y 158
UL sl o sley wle C',a\ Jd O
dle el o) wly 55 g Glael i
A drs 2 Ko ) e 2shhe Cao by
dn O S sl & 87 o 1y 2 Ol
lally 358 4 Sy abe b Sls s
i8Sy pyn plb QK‘» S YIRS
Slyedl Ol O e A Ky Al Ol

355 gkl o2,V

83



16

V]

Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH01383

This Prisoner sendeth abundant salutations unto the Afnan,
upon whom be the glory of God. At all times, whether in
movement or in repose, they are remembered and singled out
for divine favour, illumined by the light of oneness and adorned
with the remembrance of the loved ones. Upon them be greet-
ing, magnification, and glory.

We ask of God — exalted be His glory — from the table of His
oneness and the bounty of His everlasting grace, that which
He alone can bestow. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Remembrance, praise, might, and glory be upon you, O friends
of God, and upon those who have attained that which the
sincere and the near ones have attained. Praise be to God, the
Possessor of whatsoever hath been and whatsoever shall be.

This Tablet was sent in a most holy and secure manner unto
the beloved friends.

Dated the eighth of Muharram, in the year 1309 of the Hijrah.
[the transcription of the original Tablet is uncertain]
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.
Date: 1309-01-14 [1891-Aug-20]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power

Praise be to God that the gates of attainment unto His pres-
ence are opened wide, their outward key being the pen and
ink, and their inner key being the grace of God, the Lord of
all creation. We praise Him and thank Him for having guided
us in days wherein the fire of oppression hath been kindled in
all regions through the doings of the manifestations of tyranny.
And blessings and peace be upon the Dayspring of existence,
the Lord of Revelation, and the Dawning-Place and Rising-
Point of God’s most excellent names, and upon His kindred
and companions who were the lamps of grace amidst all cre-
ation and the suns of bounty unto all beings - eternal blessings
whose fragrance shall never cease throughout the duration of
the manifestations of His attributes. My spirit be a sacrifice
unto your honour.
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Your blessed letter was received and after it was read before the
countenance of the Lord, He said: O ‘Ali-Akbar! The smoke of
tyranny hath darkened the world of justice and veiled the light
of equity. The heedless souls are encompassed by the hosts of
transgression, wickedness, self and passion, to such extent that
they have no purpose save their own desires and no beloved
save this world. Veils of denial have prevented their eyes from
recognizing what is right, and the lusts of passion have ob-
scured their faculty of understanding, to such degree that they
count loss as profit and abasement as glory. Heedlessness hath
reached such a point that they slay their own Lord with their
own hands and abandon their friend to the enemy. Glory be
to God! The oppressors of the earth have reached such a state
of tyranny that the Pharaohs and tyrants of the world seek
refuge in God from their deeds.

O Mihdi, upon thee be My glory! In the early dawn the breezes
passed over those pure and holy bodies, and from their whis-
pers these exalted words were heard: “Woe unto you! Woe
unto you! Woe unto you! Woe unto you! O people of Ya! Ye
have martyred your own masters with the swords of tyranny
and transgression, and ye perceive it not. Soon shall the rec-
ompense of your deeds encompass you. At that time ye shall
find neither helper nor supporter, neither protector nor friend.
Have ye grown heedless of the power of divine justice, or have
ye obtained a letter of immunity from His might? By God’s life!
All the concourse of the near angels and the cherubim lament
and shed tears of blood. O Mihdi! Who hath assisted the fam-
ilies and children of the martyrs? Who hath consoled them?
Who hath cared for them? Who hath given them bread and
water? The Pen lamenteth, the Most Great Name weepeth.”

5 Say: My God, my God! Thou seest what hath befallen Thy

chosen ones and loved ones at the hands of the oppressors
among Thy creatures. 1 beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty
which hath encompassed all existence, and by Thy Name
whereby Thou hast subdued both the seen and the unseen,
to assist the oppressors in achieving justice and equity, and
to make known to them what hath proceeded from them
throughout the nights and days. O Lord! Take the hands
of the oppressed ones through Thy power and might, then
protect them from the evil of Thine enemies. Verily Thou art
the Powerful, the Supreme, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

i Convey greetings and glorification from this Wronged One to

the people of that household. The glory from Us be upon them
and upon those who love them for the sake of God, the Lord of
the mighty throne. Praise be to God, all are mentioned in the
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presence of the Wronged One and are illumined by the light of
His utterance.

In these nights and days, mention of the martyrs of the land of
Ya hath been and is being heard from the tongue of Grandeur.
Thus far, they have been mentioned several times and recorded
in Tablets. Blessed are they, and joy and delight be unto them,
for they have attained unto that which hath been the ulti-
mate desire of the sincere ones and the ultimate will of those
near unto God. Although the oppression is beyond reckoning,
yet such bounty hath been manifested toward them that no
knowledgeable recorder could ever describe it. We praise God,
blessed and exalted be He, for the wonders of His generosity,
His favors, His grace and His gifts. Verily He is the Helper of
those in distress and the Succourer of the oppressed. There is
none other God but Him, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

I beseech God to preserve your honour forever and adorn you
with the ornament of health. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer.

Furthermore, I convey greetings and glorification to those re-
lated to your honour, and I beseech infinite favors and bound-
less grace for each one of them. Verily He is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous.

Regarding what you wrote about mentioning the petition, it is
known that your honour deliberately does not open the trusts,
and moreover, the favors of God, exalted be His glory, toward
your honour are beyond mention and reckoning. Therefore,
what occurred was submitted and was accepted.

And concerning what you asked about the oil, the amount
that was commanded was two rotls. Peace and praise and
remembrance and glory be upon your honour and upon those
who are with you and love you, and upon those who are assured
and unified, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 14 Muharram 1309 Five glasses were received.
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To: Aga Mirza Husayn, in Akka
Date: 1309-01-15 [1891-Aug-21]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and the Power

O beloved of my heart! The receipt of thy honored letter
brought supreme joy. May its fragrance perfume the realm
of love and fidelity, and may its sweet scent adorn the world
of remembrance and utterance. Glorified be our Lord and His
mercy that hath preceded all who are in the heavens and the
earth. After being presented before our Lord, may our spirits
be sacrificed for Him, He said: “O Husayn! Upon thee be the
grace of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.”

Convey mention to Haji Baha’i and My loving-kindness on
behalf of the Wronged One. We beseech God to give him to
drink, at all times, from the Kawthar of life from His hand of
bounty, whereby He hath cast down the banners of the idolaters
and taken hold of the reins of all in the heavens and the earth.

Nabil, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, is mentioned
and the answer to his letter hath been revealed and will be
sent. Give him the glad-tidings of My remembrance of him,
My turning toward him, and My loving-kindness unto him.

We make mention of his honor Siyyid, previously Javad, upon
him be the glory of God, the Lord of creation. His letter arrived
this night and the Most Great Branch presented it before His
presence. Praise be to God, it was adorned with steadfastness,
sincerity, acceptance and firmness. We beseech God to send
down upon him at all times a blessing from His presence and
a bounty from His own Self. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-
Bestowing.

Likewise ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of
Power, and the other friends, both men and women, are men-
tioned before the Wronged One and are adorned and illumined
with infinite favors. We beseech God to protect them through
His sovereignty and to guard them through His verses and to
ordain for them that which will exalt them through His name
amongst His servants. Verily He hath power over all things.

This servant also conveyeth greetings and glorification unto all
and beseecheth God to aid them in that which He loveth and
approveth. Verily He is the Lord of the Throne and earth and
He is the Helper, the All-Wise.
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The beloved of the heart, his honor Haji Siyyid Javad, upon
him be the glory of God, His loving-kindness and His grace, is
mentioned at all times before our Lord. This servant conveyeth
unto him greetings, glorification, remembrance and splendor,
and beseecheth for him that which befitteth His generosity,
exalted be His glory. Verily He is the Giver, the Munificent,
the Generous, the Bountiful.

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Mercy, loving-
kindness, grace and bounty be upon you and upon every ser-
vant who hath believed in God and His signs and acted ac-
cording to that which He hath commanded in His perspicuous
Book.
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To: Siyyid Aga Afnan
Date: after July 1891

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Forgiving, the All-Giving!

The honored Afnan, upon whom be the peace of the All-
Merciful: Thou hast repeatedly attained Our presence -
praised be God! - and art mentioned before the Wronged One
and hast been the recipient of special favors. With complete
determination thou must endeavor to guide all people and,
through the Most Great Name, conquer the hearts of all who
dwell on earth. This is not difficult for God to accomplish.
The assault of the oppressors and the clamor of the malicious
ones have somewhat subdued the friends in various lands. We
cherish the hope that through the light of the Manifestation
of Him Who conversed with Moses and through the fire of the
Blessed Tree, the world will be set ablaze.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory! Your station is to
guide the servants, that those who turn to God may drink from
the hand of bounty the water of everlasting life and thereby
quicken the world. Through God’s grace - exalted be His glory
- thou art mentioned and recorded in the Book as one of the
Afnans of the Tree and as one of the Hands of the Cause. The
flowing blood of the martyrs will surely awaken the world and
its peoples. By God’s lifel None can reckon its effects and
manifestations; pen and ink cannot venture into that realm.
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We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to make known
to the oppressors what they have wrought in this transient
world and to bring them near to the punishment that hath
been ordained for them in this world and the next.

We remember all the friends in that land and beseech God
on behalf of each one that which will cause the exaltation of
goodly deeds and praiseworthy character. Thou didst mention
Muhammad. Praise be to God, he hath attained recognition
and is illumined by the light of understanding. We beseech God
to ordain for him that which will cause him to speak His praise,

to arise to serve Him, and to turn his gaze toward His horizon.

Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer of prayer. May glory
and light rest upon his father, who attained My presence time
and again, and upon every steadfast and trusted one. Praise
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KHAF.221, MYD.810, MYD.817

To: Shaykh Abul-Qasim et al., in Antep
Date: 1309-02-10 [1891-Sep-15]

He is the Ever-Abiding that perisheth not

Praise and thanksgiving beseem the Lord of existence and the
Sovereign of the seen and unseen, Who hath made the tyranny
of oppressors and the dominion of rulers the cause and means
of exalting His Most Great Word. At times He exalteth His
Cause through the hands of the oppressors, and at other times
through the hands of His loved ones, who regard the heedless
as mere handful of dust and who speak that which the Supreme
Pen hath spoken in the Most Sublime Horizon. These are men
whom neither the ornaments of the world nor the treasures
of princes can distract from the remembrance of this News
wherewith God hath gladdened His Books, His Scriptures and
His Tablets. Blessed is he who hath clung fast thereunto and
hath turned toward the court of His glory, and woe betide the
heedless ones.

O spiritual friend! The letters sent by thee were received. One
of them was from his honor Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim, upon him be
the peace of God and His glory. Blessed is he and joy be unto
him, for from the words of his letter wafted the fragrance of
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love for the Lord of the Pen and the divine quill. By “Pen” is
meant and hath ever been meant the Most Exalted Pen. It is
the divine trumpet and the opener of the gates of the Lord’s
mercy and bounty. By its song have been enraptured the hearts
of them that are endued with understanding and are sincere.
Blessed is he who hath truly hearkened to its song, for he seeth
himself detached from all things and standing at the gate of
grace with such steadfastness as the hosts of rulers and divines
and the denizens of the earthly realm cannot deter him. After
perusal and review it was brought before His presence. This is
what was revealed from the tongue of the Lord, may our souls
be offered up for His sake.

He is the All-Hearing, the Answering.

Praise be to God Who hath opened wide the gate of true un-
derstanding before the faces of all created things through the
key of His Most Merciful Name, and hath guided all unto that
path. O Shaykh, peace be upon thee! Today these pages are il-
lumined with the light of justice, for His Majesty Sultan Abdul-
Hamid hath seated himself upon the throne of equity. Verily,
tyranny and oppression have no place therein. In truth, he is
occupied day and night with the affairs of both government
and people. Today the eye of the world is brightened by him,
and the equitable among God’s servants are well pleased with
his decrees. From the first day of Our imprisonment in the
Most Great Prison until now, no adverse action hath been wit-
nessed from His Majesty. Whenever the cry of the oppressed
hath been raised from any quarter, he hath personally attended
thereto and acted as befitteth his glory and might. All the
people of his realm repose beneath the shade of the tree of his
grace. Who is that lost one whom his favor hath not sought?

It therefore behooveth all of this community to supplicate the
Self-Sufficient Lord with utmost humility and devotion for his
protection and victory. Verily, He is the All-Powerful over
whatsoever He willeth, and in His grasp are the reins of grace
and bounty. He is God, the Strong, the Prevailing, the Mighty.

This Wronged One hath ever besought and cherished the hope
that God—glorified and exalted be He—may enable His loved
ones to attain unto that which shall cause the manifestations
of holiness and sanctity to appear among His servants. Praised
be God, corruption, contention, disputation, and warfare have
been forbidden—explicitly and in unmistakable terms—in the
Book. It is hoped that they who have turned unto Him will
hold fast unto whatsoever God hath willed and act in accor-
dance with that whereunto they have been commanded. Per-
chance the rancor and hatred that blaze within hearts and souls
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may, through the Kawthar of divine counsels and the Salsabil
of heavenly admonitions, be stilled, and mankind attain unto
that which is the cause of deliverance and assurance.

Unto the friends in that land We convey Our greetings, and
We exhort them unto righteousness and piety. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to strengthen them, to protect them
through the hosts of power and might, and to draw them nigh
unto Him under all conditions.

His honor ‘Akkash, upon him be the peace of God, the Lord
of all names, together with his kinsmen, is remembered in the
presence of this Wronged One. His honor Muhammad, upon
him be the peace and glory of God, hath been forwarding and
continues to forward letters from that quarter to this Wronged
One. Due to the sorrows that have befallen Us, replies are
sometimes delayed and at other times dispatched immediately.

The effulgences of the Sun of divine favor are of such intensity
that truly all the pens of the world and its peoples are powerless
to reckon them. Whenever mention was made of any one of
His loved ones before their Lord, the ocean of utterance would
surge in such wise as to astound the world of existence. Despite
encompassing sorrows and trials that have befallen Us, that
which is a Clear Book for the preservation of God’s servants
and the prosperity of lands hath been revealed in every instant.
This Prisoner beseecheth God that He may adorn the people of
that place with the ornament of trustworthiness and godliness,
and with that whereby their stations may be exalted in the
earth. As for his honor’s request for permission to attain Our
presence, after the setting of the Sun permission was granted
and made manifest. Well is it with him!

The letter from his honor Shams, upon him be the peace of
God, was received. Praise be to God, as it was adorned with
the mention and praise of God - exalted be His glory - and gave
voice to the blessed word of divine unity, its fragrance brought
forth joy and its words opened the gate of gladness. Thanks
be to the Goal of all the worlds that His loved ones are holding
fast to the recognition of His oneness and acknowledging that
which hath been sent down from His presence.

O God, my God! Thou seest Thy loved ones turning their
hearts to Thee, and holding fast unto the cord of Thy ordi-
nances and laws. I beseech Thee by the waves of the sea of
Thine utterance, and by Him through Whom Thou didst adorn
the heavens of Thy might, to graciously protect them by the
aid of Thy hosts. O God! Thou beholdest Thy lovers in Iran in
the clutches of hate and enmity. I beg of Thee, by Thy mercy
which hath preceded the contingent world, to raise up from
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the earth those who will be moved to aid and protect them,
and to preserve their rights and the restitution due to them
by those who broke Thy Covenant and Testament, and perpe-
trated such acts as made the inmates of the cities of Thy justice
and equity to lament. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Glory be to God! In the land of Ya (Yazd) in Iran, wolves have
attacked the friends and the faithful, and have committed that
which causeth the tears of those near unto God and the sighs
of the sincere ones to fall and ascend. That misguided party
showed no mercy to innocent children who remained without
sustenance for several days, and it is reported that the follow-
ers of His Holiness the Spirit of God (Jesus Christ), peace be
upon Him, provided assistance and secretly sent life-sustaining
provisions. Although these acts were committed to extinguish
the light, yet God hath made tribulations the cause of the ex-
altation of His Cause and the means for the upliftment of His
Word, despite their will. Verily, He is the Just, the Wise. Soon
will God raise up from the drops of the blood of the oppressed
men who will help His friends and loved ones. Assuredly, after
the darkness of tyranny, the light of divine justice shall shine
forth, and after oppression, the sun of equity shall cast its rays.
Verily, our Lord is the Just, the Compassionate, the Generous.

After reading and reciting the letter of his honor Shams, upon
him be the peace of God, we approached the court and it was
presented in the presence of the Lord and was honored to be
heard. He - may our souls be sacrificed for Him - said:

5 In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

O Shams, upon thee be the peace of God! His honor Muham-
mad, upon him be the peace of God and His care, forwarded
thy letter to the Wronged One, and His Holiness the Branch
Diya presented it. Blessed art thou for We have found from
thee the fragrance of steadfastness and of humility and submis-
siveness before God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Although
encompassing sorrows have descended, yet the door of mention
and utterance is open. We beseech God to write down for thee
and His loved ones, from the Pen of His grace, a bountiful re-
ward in His Book, to protect you from the evil of His enemies,
to illumine you with the lights of His oneness, to assist you in
performing the deeds which He hath sent down from the Pen of
His justice, and to ordain for you that which He hath ordained
for His chosen ones who have sacrificed their souls and their
wealth in His path, and to send down upon you from the clouds
of His grace the rain of His mercy. Verily, He is powerful over
all things.
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Mention of Akkas had previously flowed from the Pen, and We
desire to mention him once again at the end of the Book, that
he may rejoice and be among the thankful ones. O Akkas! Thy
call hath been heard and thy mention hath been made before
the Wronged One. The wolves in the land of Ya have torn the
divine sheep. Today the lamentation and wailing of all things
is raised. The manifestations of tyranny and wickedness, and
the dawning-places of self and desire, have wrought that which
hath no likeness or parallel. We beseech God to aid the enemies
to return unto Him and to turn repentant to the door of His
grace. Verily He is the Powerful over whatsoever He willeth
through His word “Be” and it is.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the men and
women servants in that land. Each one is mentioned and hath
attained a bounty. We counsel all to righteousness and forbid
them from evil, that all may be adorned with the ornament
of godliness and attain the acceptance of the Desired One.
Verily He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones and the
Most Generous of the generous ones.

In the city of Yazd the workers of tyranny and wickedness
wrought that which caused lamentation and wailing to arise
from the solid rock. Hearts that were treasuries of the pearls
of divine love were cut out, and temples that were illumined
with the light of steadfastness were cut to pieces, then burned
and cast into pits. And from the rushing winds of divine mercy
that passed over those burned bodies, these words were heard:
“Alas! Alas! O people of Iran! Ye have martyred your true
friends at the bidding of your enemies. O misguided party!
What was the sin of the children and families? Soon shall the
recompense of your deeds encompass you, and ye shall wail
and lament and find no helper, for ye have become deserving of
divine wrath. The hand of justice is manifest and evident, and
hath not and will not overlook the oppression of the oppressors.
Verily He is the Commander, the Just, the Wise.”

I convey greetings to the friends in that land, and I beseech
the Almighty Incomparable One to grant each one bounty,
wealth and glory. Verily He is the Giver, the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful. Glory and praise and honor be upon thee and
upon God’s loved ones there and in all regions, who have rec-
ognized that which God hath sent down in His perspicuous
Book.

10th of Safar 1309 Diya’

BRL_FIRE BH#11x
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To: Haji Mirza Abul-qasim Nazir (Jinab-i-Nazir) et al., in Port Said

Date: 1309-02-1/ [1891-Sep-19]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise and glory befit the Composer of hearts and souls Who,
despite the countless flames of hatred and enmity, did not de-
sist from His purpose, but through His Most Exalted Word
attracted and united. Praise be to God Who united hearts
and manifested from this unity what He desired. Verily, He is
the Master of creation in both beginning and end.

The flowing pen of that beloved of the heart somewhat con-
soled and brought solace to this grief-stricken heart from the
oppression of the earth. Were it not for the gentle breezes of
love for His loved ones, the heart would burst and existence
would not be sustained. After reading, proceeding toward the
supreme heights, it was presented before His face. His mighty
utterance states:

O thou who gazest toward the horizon of justice and turneth to
the lights of grace! In these days this Wronged One moveth in a
world of despair, for the labors of forty years and the manifest,
all-encompassing favors have all been observed to be wasted
and fruitless. How many saplings of hope We planted and cul-
tivated with hands of grace and bounty in various lands, yet no
fruit thereof is visible and no trace apparent, for the poisonous
winds intervened and prevented the waters of mercy. Night
and day the Supreme Pen moved in kind counsels and wise
admonitions, removing discord, contention, strife and enmity
through the power and might of the Kingdom of utterance.
Nevertheless, neither are the rulers content nor the divines
pleased. The toil of those mentioned years was scattered to the
winds, and now the lamp is observed amidst tempests. None
of the rulers of Iran comprehended why this Most Great Party
maintained such silence and stillness, and what caused their
lack of resistance and defense.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The nobles of that
land fell upon the pure and holy bodies like wolves of the earth
and committed that which caused the Most Great Sorrow. In
brief, the beasts of the isles of heedlessness have surrounded
the rulers. Beseech God to protect the rulers. By Thy life, O
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Observer! They have no helper and no champion; they cry out
for help but none assists them, for the darkness of oppression
hath seized the world. None with understanding is observed
who might comprehend. At every moment a new fire is kindled
and wailing and lamentation is raised. This Wronged One
beseeches God to transform the fire of oppression into the light
of justice, and tyranny into equity.

i My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the Dawning-Places of

Thy verses and the Manifestations of Thy Cause, and by the
Seat whereon He Who conversed with Thee on Sinai sat, and
by the Throne which Thou hast adorned through its connection
to the Dayspring of Revelation, to transform the turning away
of Thy servants into acceptance, their denial into acknowledg-
ment, and their oppression into justice. O my Lord! Thou
seest Thy chosen ones and loved ones in a position where from
all sides are heard the barking of the dogs of self and passion. |
beseech Thee to protect them through Thy sovereignty and or-
dain for them that which will make them powerful through Thy
might and wealthy through Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the Bestower, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O beloved of my heart! A year has passed during which, in
outward matters, disturbances have appeared. The evil ones
of the earth, due to their enmity towards the honored Afnan,
upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, have re-
sorted to calumnies that have caused delays in affairs. We
hope that this stillness will swiftly be transformed to motion
and this delay to movement - a movement and swiftness that
will attract the world and teach a new way.

In certain nights and days, mention of you has been and is
made in the presence of the Master. Repeatedly He has said:
“We beseech God to soon make manifest means that will cause
the elevation of the station of Nazir, glory be upon him.” This
servant states with clear certainty that assuredly after these dif-
ficulties and these complex and perplexing matters, and these
hindering doubts and suspicions, all shall be transformed - dif-
ficulties to ease, hardship to facility, and doubts and suspicions
to the light of certitude. Praise be to God Who has ordained
for His loved ones that which nothing can equal. Verily He is
the Powerful through His Most Exalted Name.

The hardship and constraints in your affairs have repeatedly
been mentioned. We hope that the Opener of Doors and
Turner of Hearts will manifest for His loved ones that which
brings peace and tranquility. I convey greetings and praise to
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the loved ones of that land, and I beseech God, exalted be His
glory, for bounty, generosity and grace for each one, whereby
the fame of His loved ones may be raised among His servants.
Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

In these days what has occurred is that His Excellency the
Ambassador Mu’in-ul-Mulk has made representations seeking
benefit in his affairs, as the Persian government has summoned
him, but having become aware of their intentions he has de-
layed his return and has sought counsel. For some time he has
been showing love and friendship. He [Baha'u’llah] said: “We
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to transform this outward
friendship into true love. He is the Powerful and the Mighty.”

Regarding what you wrote about proceeding to a certain place
for the supreme martyrdom, after it was presented He said:
“The honored Overseer, upon him be God’s peace and glory,
has repeatedly attained this bounty. In the path of God most
of his days have been spent in exile and hardship. How many
taunts he has heard and torments he has tasted! Each of
these instances is cause for martyrdom and reason for sacri-
ficing one’s existence. And if something appears that causes
a Tablet to be sent, we shall entrust it to that devoted one.
Praise be to God, that beloved one has attained to that which
has no equal. This mention of martyrdom is mighty. Assuredly
that beloved one knows and recognizes its worth and station.”
This servant also beseeches God to accompany and share the
same purpose, that perhaps he may succeed in sacrificing his
spirit in the path of his Lord and King. Verily our Lord is the
Helper, the Wise.

At this moment mention was made by the Master of the
spiritual beloved and apple of our eye, His honor Aga Mirza
Habibu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God. He said: “O
Habib! Upon thee be My peace and glory! God is witness
and the heart testifies that the gaze of favor has been and is
directed towards thee. We beseech God to manifest through
thee that which will cause the exaltation of the blessed, goodly
Word. Convey greetings to the leaf on behalf of the Wronged
One. We send greetings to all the loved ones of that place -
his honor Nuru’llah and Muhammad and the others - and we
counsel them to pure, holy and sanctified deeds.”

O my God, my God! I beseech Thee to gather Thy loved ones
beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy providence, then rain
down upon them from the heaven of Thy mercy the showers of
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Thy glory and bounty. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

This servant also conveys greetings, remembrance and glory to
that spiritual friend, and I beseech God, exalted be His glory,
to grant that delight of the eyes boundless grace. Verily our
Lord is the Bestower, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

Greetings, remembrance and glory be upon you and upon those
with you, and upon those who are sincere and devoted. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The servant 14 Safar 1309
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To: Aqa Siyyid Farajullah al-Husayni al-Kashani, in Eqypt
Date: 1309-02-1/ [1891-Sep-19]

He is God, exalted be His station, the Mighty, the Powerful

Praise be to God Who hath trained His loved ones in His path
through adversity and tribulation, that all may fix their gaze
upon Him and turn unto Him in all conditions, whether in
hardship or ease, in poverty or wealth. Thus hath He caused
that spiritual friend to be ever engaged in His praise and re-
membrance. In truth, this is a mighty station. The servant
beseecheth his Lord to enable all to attain unto this and to
assist them in that which beseemeth His Revelation and His
days. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

The letters of that spiritual friend have been received time and
again, and after reading each one, We presented them before
the Face of the Lord. He heard them and said - sweet are His
“O thou who drinkest the wine of My love! Hearken
unto My call from the direction of My prison. Verily it draweth
thee nigh unto God, the One, the All-Informed, even as it drew
thee nigh before. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Generous.”
Praise be to God, the inner matters are confirmed and known,
while the outward affairs are contingent upon the requirements
of consummate wisdom. Every time hath its effect and every

words:
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moment its fruit. Knowledge is with the Eternal God. We
beseech Him, exalted be He, to open before thy face, through
the key of His Name, the All-Giving, the gates of His grace,
mercy and bounty, and to rain down upon thee from the clouds
of His generosity the showers of His blessings and riches. He
is verily the Compassionate, the Generous, the Munificent, the
Merciful.

Recite what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an:
“And whosoever feareth God, He will make for him a way out,
and will provide for him from whence he expecteth not. And
whosoever putteth his trust in God, He will suffice him. God
will surely accomplish His purpose. God hath set a measure
for all things.” Recite this blessed revealed verse every day.
He is the Source of grace and bounty, the Dawning-Place of
mercy and glory. God willing, the closed door shall open and
suspended matters shall be set in motion.

O Siyyid Farajullah, upon thee be the peace of God. Thy
mention hath been made before the Wronged One, and We
beseech God to send down that which will exalt thy station.
In these days Iran is in turmoil, the fire of oppression is ablaze,
truthfulness, sincerity and justice are concealed, while tyranny,
corruption and oppression prevail. Glory be to God! Most
of the people of Iran are observed to be deprived of human
virtues. They have ever cursed and reviled the Sunnis while
praising themselves, but divine justice did not remain hidden
and shone forth like the sun from the horizon of will. This
Wronged One beareth witness that no party in the world hath
been more heedless, more rejected, and more foolish than the
Shi’ih party. They are sheer ignorance, yet consider themselves
the repository of knowledge. Their deeds testify to their station
and rank. They martyred the Lord of the world and all beings
in such wise that rocks cried out in lamentation, yet to this day
they remain unaware of their unseemly acts. They martyred
the King of the throne of faith in the name of infidelity, yet
they perceive it not. In any case, beseech and We beseech God
not to deprive any of His servants of His grace and favor.

i O Thou one God! Make the heedless aware, guide Thy poor

ones to the ocean of Thy riches, and cause Thy opposers to
taste the sweetness of turning unto Thee. Thou art the Pow-
erful One Whom the power of the world hath not and cannot
prevent. We testify that Thou art the Strong, the Triumphant,
the Mighty, and worthy to answer prayer.
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We make mention of the friends and beseech for each a mani-
fest bounty. Blessed is he who holdeth fast unto the Covenant
and fulfilleth his pledge to his Lord, the Master of the Day of
Separation. In these days tidings that are the cause and source
of grief have arrived continuously, but since they have come to
pass in the path of God, they were instantly transformed into
joy. In truth, the station of the lovers and their characteristics
have become and are becoming evident and manifest through
trials and tribulations, and that which hath no likeness or par-
allel hath been revealed by the Pen of Truth concerning them.

The servant beseecheth God that He deprive not His servants
of the wonders of His mercy and confirm them in returning
and repenting unto Him. He is the Powerful, He is the Uncon-
strained. I convey greetings and praise to the friends in that
land, and I implore God, exalted be His glory, to open a door
that shall never be shut. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the
All-Generous. As to what was written regarding the funds, ac-
cording to His command it will be mentioned to some, but its
receipt appeareth difficult, as this year the wheat trade in this
land hath greatly increased. The friends and others are each
occupied with acquiring it; most have been unsuccessful and
remain idle. If it be possible to receive it from someone in that
land, it would seem preferable. We beseech God to make easy
these most difficult matters and to keep that spiritual loved
one joyous in all conditions. Verily, He is near to the doers
of good and the One Who setteth aright the affairs of them
that are detached. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
Peace and praise and remembrance and glory be upon you and
upon God’s friends there, and upon the sincere ones and the
believers among His servants, and upon every steadfast and
firm one, and every faithful and trustworthy one.

The servant 14 Safar 1309
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To: Mirza Abdul-Husayn Javahiri et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1309-02-27 [1891-Oct-2]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance

Divine grace and mercy have ever encompassed and continue
to encompass His loved ones. Today is the day of mention and
praise, of service and faithfulness. It is hoped that this fresh
sapling of the garden of inner meanings may, beneath the shade
of the Blessed Tree, attain to the highest station which is the
ultimate growth of trees. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to preserve thee and cause thee to speak in His remem-
brance and praise, to draw thee nigh unto Him, and to open
before thy face the gate of pardon and bestowal, of blessing and
abundance. Verily He is the Lord of all creation. He ordains
as He pleaseth for His loved ones and chosen ones, whom He
hath raised up among His servants through His name and re-
membrance. Verily He is their Lord, their Beloved, their Goal,
their Helper and their Succourer, and He is the All-Bountiful,
the All-Generous. Peace and light and radiance be upon thee
and upon thy father who arose to serve humanity in the early
days, and upon all who are steadfast and upright. Praise be
to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Siyyid Ali Afnan son of Afnan Kabir et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1309-03-01 [1891-Oct-5]

Praise be to the Lord of existence who hath made manifest the
Path and guided His servants unto it....

My God, my God! Deprive not Thy servants of the wonders of
Thy bounty, and grant them their portion from the Kawthar of
Thy utterance in such wise that it may seize them from them-
selves and draw them nigh unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds
and Master of nations. There is none other God but Thee, the
Omnipotent over what was and what shall be....
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O Abul-Fadl! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of
Justice. Thou hast ever been and art still remembered. Blessed
art thou and joy be unto thee. We beseech God to protect thee
that thou mayest remember Him and be occupied with His
praise. We hope that in this Revelation the loved ones may
attain unto the lights of true Divine Unity, not like the Shi’ih
sect who each day would carve an idol with their own hands
and worship it. Among them was one who claimed to be the
Fourth Pillar, who every year would write a refutation of the
Primal Point and commit such acts as caused the dwellers of
the highest Paradise to weep and lament. We beseech God to
aid all to do that which He loveth and pleaseth. Verily He is
the Lord of creation, the Lord of the Last and the First....
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To: Aqa Mirza Ghulam-Ali
Date: 1309-053-11 [1891-Oct-15]

In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.

These are My days—days which, by the testimony of God,
have had, and have no, peer or likeness. All created things are
occupied in acclaim and exaltation through the call of the Lord
of Names, inasmuch as the banner of the Revelation of Him
Who spake on Sinai hath been lifted up and made manifest

upon the loftiest station of the world, plainly visible to all.

In truth, for no one, whether he be eloquent or speechless,
remaineth any room for denial or objection. Unto this beareth
witness every man of understanding and insight, and every soul
endowed with radiant vision.

And further: the letter of that spiritual loved one was received,
and it testified to his turning unto God, his receptivity, his
supplication, and his detachment. After it had been read and
its contents noted, it was raised toward the heaven of bounty
and laid before the countenance of the Lord—may my soul,
in the Kingdom of Command and of Creation, be a sacrifice
for His advent. After full permission had been granted, the
letter was presented. Thereupon was uttered by the Tongue
of Grandeur this word, as a grace from His presence—and He,
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verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Exalted and
glorified be He.

In My Name that overshadoweth all names

O Ghulam-‘Ali! This is a day wherein the Primal Point calls
out, the Mother Book cries aloud, and all things lament for
what has befallen the friends of God in the land of Ya. The
wolves have surrounded the dawning-places of divine gifts and
favors, and have committed that which has caused My heart,
My pen, My outer being and My inner being to weep. The
oppressor has denied God’s proof, His evidence, His greatness
and His sovereignty. At present he is beset on every side—beset
in such wise that sleep and repose have been taken from him.
The bearer of the Divine Tablet, namely Badi’, proceeded by
the command of God, exalted be His glory, yet, through the
treachery of the faithless one, he feared, received not the Tablet,
and was not enabled to chant and read it. Now letters, even as
deadly poison, are sent unto him from every quarter, and he
hath no remedy save to peruse them. Thus doth he, against his
will and under compulsion, drink the cup of foul corruption.

i Glorified be God! Is there to be found any fair-minded man,

any just soul, or any well-wisher of government and people,
who will acknowledge the favours set forth in the Tablet, that
haply he may arise to repair that which hath escaped him?
Yet alas, alas! Falsehood and vainglory have withheld him,
and still withhold him, from yielding to the Cause of God. We
bear witness that he is wrapt in a manifest veil. Nevertheless,
this Wronged One proclaimeth these exalted words.

My God, My God! Prevent not the Sultan from turning to
the ocean of Thy knowledge, and deprive him not from the
depths of the sea of Thy oneness which was the bearer of Thy
mysteries and the treasury of Thy wisdom and knowledge. O
Lord! Aid him to return unto Thy court and to acknowledge
his errors before the gate of Thy forgiveness. Verily Thou art
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. There is no God but Thee,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Ghulam-Qabil-‘Ali! The servant in attendance before Me
hath presented thy letter, and after permission was granted,
We have answered thee with this clear remembrance, that thou
mayest read and be of the thankful ones. Two most wondrous,
most mighty, most holy and most glorious Tablets, specifically
for those who have turned unto God, were sent in the hand-
writing of the Greater Branch, that they may bring forth from
the ocean of My words the pearls of My knowledge, as a grace
from Me unto thee and unto those who have turned and have
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said: “The Kingdom and the Dominion, and the Glory and
the Might belong unto God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.”
Make mention of the loved ones on behalf of the Wronged One,
then recite unto them what We have sent down from the heaven
of My will that encompasseth all who are in the heavens and
the earth. End.

Praise be to God that in this divine springtime the flowers
of wisdom and inner meanings have sprouted from the soil of
hearts. Blessed is he who hath recognized, and woe unto the
deniers! In truth, there hath been sent down from the heaven
of divine favor, specifically for thee and the two souls men-
tioned - upon them be 96 [Baha'u’llah] - that which hath had
and shall have no likeness, and shall endure for as long as His
most beautiful names endure. This servant conveyeth greet-
ings and glorification to each one. It is hoped that at all times
they will arise to serve the Cause and engage, with the utmost
endeavor, in teaching with wisdom and utterance. Verily our
Lord assisteth His loved ones to serve Him and enableth them
to make mention of Him, to praise Him, and to exalt His Word.
He, verily, is the Answerer of prayers and the Lord of all the
worlds.

Should ye meet the friends of God, convey on behalf of this
servant greetings and glorification. We beseech God to gather
His loved ones beneath the canopies of His grace and to grant
them His presence, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Glory and re-
membrance and praise be upon you and upon those who have
attained unto the Most Great Steadfastness in the Cause of
God, our Lord and the Lord of all who are in earth and heaven.
There is no God but Him, the Most Exalted, the Most Glori-
ous.

The servant 11 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1309
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1309-03-11 [1891-Oct-15]

...By the life of God, the Afnan possess a station whereby if
they hold fast unto it, whatever they desire will be realized
and made manifest....

The manifestations of the Luminary of bounty and the efful-
gences of the Sun of loving-kindness in relation to the Afnan
have appeared and been witnessed to such a degree that all
pens are powerless and incapable of enumerating them....
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar
Date: 1309-03-20 [1891-Oct-24]

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Give thanks to the Lord of Power, that He
confirmed thee and deprived thee not of the outpourings of
His ocean of knowledge. The divines of Iran throughout ages
and centuries clung to vain imaginings and held fast to idle
fancies, for they became manifestations of that which the All-
Merciful had not sent down in the Qur’an. His blessed and
exalted Word states: “And if there be the weight of a mustard
seed and it be in a rock, or in the heavens, or in the earth,
God will bring it forth.” The heedlessness and darkness that
lay concealed in the innermost reality of those souls became
manifest in the days of the dawning of the Sun of Truth, and
that darkness turned to lead and descended upon the Lord of
the world. We take refuge with God from the deeds of those
who broke the Covenant and committed that which caused the
Faithful Spirit to lament.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oS gl

L8 1,8 Sl o8 S 81 g8 e b
es2 e 2 Slosd 5l s ab
elasl slasl 5 053 5o Ol glle el
Ao allae & o ozl 04k 5 Slaze
Sl d$ wisS suslie OB 3 e
dﬁd:ﬁy@dﬁb&d\hﬁ\dw}
L <t u"ﬂ‘é;) Syl 35V 5 52 3
>j)}:..mwjiid—\ﬂJ>w;dibﬂ)\
28 g 5 pll S et G2 L
a8 5l dle -Cxﬂzjﬁu’b)éﬁj;
5 Gl Lpas Gl NVgs 1o e il 3y
ooV ) b L e

BLIB_ Or15726.098c, LHKM2.231

104

1

1

2


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/635.pdf#page=11
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH2/lh2-231.html

Vol. 100: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II BH11050

BH10009

To: Mirza Ghulam-Husayn
Date: 1309-03-20 [1891-Oct-24]

He is the Great, the All-Bountiful

The Great Announcement proclaimeth: O people of God! Do
not afflict yourselves as did the party of the Shi’ih, and deprive
not yourselves of the light of the Sun of true divine unity.

Whosoever ascribeth partnership or similarity to the Lord of
Batha (may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake), such
a one is deprived of the light of true divine unity.

The Imams (upon them be the peace of God) were created by
His Word, and received their portion and share from the ocean
of His grace and bounty before creation itself. To this beareth
witness the Mother Book in its final return. He, verily, is the
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To: Mirza Husayn

Date: 1309-03-20 [1891-Oct-24]

He is the Expositor, the All-Knowing! @L‘J\ J\J.\ 9

Praise be to the Lord of the Kingdom, Who illumined the world
with the lights of the Most Great Name and raised high the
pavilion of “Verily I am God” despite His enemies. Blessed
is the soul that hath attained unto true unity and become
detached and free from all else but God. Such a one is Our
friend and among the people of the Ark of Our grace.
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause) et al.
Date: 1309-03-24 [1891-Oct-28]

In the Name of Our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise befitteth and is worthy of the Everlasting Speaker Who,
at a time when the fire of hatred was ablaze in all regions
and directions, made mention of His loved ones through the
Kawthar of utterance and the Salsabil of exposition, and gave
them glad tidings. The instruments of abasement and the de-
vices of tyranny and heedlessness did not prevent the Sun of
Justice from shining forth - exalted be His station, glorified be
His utterance, and there is no God but Him. Blessed is this
day and most great is this Cause, for the Great Announcement
is established upon the throne of manifestation. I beseech and
implore God, glorified be His Majesty, that He protect and
preserve His servants from being tainted with falsehood and
calumny like the Shi’ih sect. Verily, He is powerful over all
things and worthy to answer prayers.

O beloved of my heart! Thy noble letter arrived like a spiri-
tual messenger and illumined the realm of existence with the
light of joy, for from each of its words wafted the fragrance of
humility, submissiveness, and complete turning toward God.
In truth, the mention of the Beloved has been and ever will
be the cause of love and unity among hearts. We hope that
this supreme grace will remain sanctified and holy, and not be
veiled by the dust of the vain imaginings of the former people.
Verily our Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful. After experiencing
this joy and delight, and reading and learning of its contents,
We turned toward the Kingdom of Utterance and presented
it before the countenance of the Lord of Religions, and it at-
tained the honor of His attention. His utterance, mighty be
His words and glorious His proof:

In My Name, the One Who standeth before all faces

O Son of My Name! Upon thee rest My glory and loving-
kindness. Thou must, in all conditions, gaze upon and hold fast
to this blessed verse revealed in the Qur’an: “He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.” In truth, this
blessed verse hath been and continues to be the hosts of divine
protection. Train the loved ones through this exalted word
and preserve them from vain imaginings that neither nourish
nor enrich. The word “He doeth what He willeth” is a mighty
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sign and an adorned and knowing teacher. Blessed is the soul
that truly cleaveth thereunto; such a one is, in all conditions,
protected and preserved.

;O Son of Asdaq the Most Holy! Thou must be occupied with

service to the Cause at all times, and be confident in the grace
of the Truth. He is thy Helper, thy Sustainer, and thy Pro-
tector. Know thou with clear certainty that every word that
shineth forth from the horizon of the heaven of divine knowl-
edge is established and verified in the heavenly scrolls and the
crimson tablet, of which the Mother Book is but a part. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist His servants to
achieve such steadfastness as cannot be shaken by vain imag-
inings and doubts, nor by the suspicions of those who have
denied God, the Self-Subsisting, the Guardian.

The manifest oppression that hath befallen in the land of Ya
hath grieved this Wronged One to such a degree that He find-
eth Himself powerless to make mention and utterance in that
realm. O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The Most
Great Calamity hath come to pass and the Supreme Affliction
is witnessed. Assuredly, the greatest portion of this sorrow
hath reached that honored one. Although through the cries
and lamentations of all things, domination and conquest were
transformed into triumph and victory, and through that which
came to pass, the Cause of God was exalted—exalted be His
power, His sovereignty, His Cause, and His dominion—yet man
remaineth bewildered by those souls who count the supreme
loss as the greatest gain and are unaware. What heedlessness
hath encompassed them and what deed hath become a barrier!

O thou who art mentioned at the Throne! Concerning the
martyrs, upon them be the Glory of God, the Most Mighty, the
Most Luminous, the Most Glorious, that which shall endure
throughout the perpetuity of God’s kingdom and dominion
hath been revealed. Happy are they and joy be unto them.
We have bidden Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin, upon him be My glory
and loving-kindness, to send unto thee some of that which hath
been revealed. We beseech God to assist him in that which He
hath commanded. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

For some time the Seat of the Throne was in the land of
Haifa, and in most times the voice of nature was raised. We
said: What aileth thee, O Nature, that We hear thy cries in
the nights, thy lamentations in the days, and thy moaning at
dawn? Thereupon she raised her voice, crying out and saying:
O Sovereign of existence! The idolaters have sunk Thy crim-
son ark and have hamstrung Thy white She-camel, and they
desire to extinguish Thy light. Therefore have my cries and the
cries of all things been raised, and my lamentations and the
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lamentations of those in earth and heaven. O Supreme Being!
I beseech Thee by Thyself and by Thy most sweet call and the
shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen to protect Thyself from
the cannons of the enemies and the swords of the wicked ones.
Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
in Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs of the first and the last.
Repeatedly was this cry heard when We were engaged in reveal-
ing a new tablet, and mention of it hath been recorded in that
blessed tablet. To this testifieth this Book that moveth and
speaketh: There is no God but Me, the Single, the Powerful,
the Commander, the All-Wise.

My God, my God! Thou seest me circling around Thy will
and gazing toward the horizon of Thy bounty. In truth, this
utterance and this will are the greatest of deeds and words in
the sight of God. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to give thee to drink at every moment from the cup of this
most exalted station and this highest rank. Verily, He is the
Lord of all beings, the Lord of the throne and the earth.

O thou who drinkest the choice wine of meeting before the
face of the Lord of Names! Convey to all the loved ones of
that land greetings from the Wronged One. Say: Today is the
day of service and triumph, and no triumph is greater than
the guidance of humanity, nor shall there ever be. All must
hold fast unto this and guide others to the straight path. Say:
Beware lest anything prevent you or any matter keep you from
turning to the station wherefrom the call is raised at all times.

O son of Asdaq the sanctified! Counsel everyone to justice,
fairness, steadfastness, and harmony. They must shun any
matter from which they detect even an atom’s weight of cor-
ruption. This is the divine counsel that hath been revealed
and sent down from the Pen of Command in scriptures and
tablets. Blessed are they that act, and blessed are they that
understand.

It is hoped that the loved ones will at all times drink from the
cup of the greatest steadfastness, for if they attain unto this,
the breezes of idle fancies and vain imaginings will not keep
them from the straight path, and each one will manifest such
power as to see the world as but a shadow. In these days it
hath been repeatedly stated that this is the day of triumph
and victory. Praise be to God, the hand of bounty hath been
so manifestly extended as to encompass the world. At all times
the chalice of utterance is present. Blessed are they that ask
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and they that drink. Whosoever turns, attaineth forthwith,
without delay or hindrance.

As to what thou didst write regarding the journey of the
beloved of hearts, Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the
Glory of God, the Most Glorious, and the beloved of hearts
Aqga Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious - the truth of the matter is this: From Khidra,
the spiritual friend Haji Muhammad Kazim, upon him be the
Glory of God, wrote that these two holy and well-pleasing
souls, upon them be the Glory of God, had arrived in that land
and the governor sought to meet them. However, as it was not
expedient in wisdom, they passed through without meeting.
After this matter was presented before the Most Holy Court,
it was commanded that that honored one, together with the
aforementioned person, should proceed to that land and, if
possible, meet him, so that through this meeting it might
become known and evident that the non-meeting of those two
souls was due to the requirements of wisdom, not cowardice
and fear. As for my beloved Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, upon him
be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, he went solely to
see his brothers, and two years ago the spiritual friend Mulla
‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God, specifically requested his
presence, but permission was not granted from the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Court, until this year when they specifically
sought permission to go see their brothers - nothing beyond
this matter was ordained.

As regards the Huquq, it was never mentioned in the Most
Holy Presence. That beloved of the heart is well aware that
some years ago the King of Martyrs, may our souls be sacrificed
for him, supposed that in the Land of Purpose the means of
livelihood were straitened. For this reason he instructed the
revered beloved, His Holiness Ismu’llah Jamal, upon him be
the Most Glorious Beauty of God, to proceed specifically to
the Land of Kha to collect Huqugq.

When this news reached the Most Holy Presence, He imme-
diately summoned this servant and revealed a wondrous and
most mighty Tablet forbidding that matter. Indeed, the most
severe prohibition was manifested therein, and at the time of
its revelation the verses were so overwhelming that none save
the Revealer Himself was aware of their import. Subsequently,
His Holiness Ismu’llah, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God, sent a petition to the Most Holy Presence expressing
dismay that this servant’s services were never accepted. Some
of the friends, including the sons of Khalil and the heirs of
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Kalim, upon them be the Glory of God, had out of love, sin-
cerity, eagerness and longing given a sum, which if rejected
would cause disappointment to all. They had restricted the
sum a thousandfold, and this servant submitted in the Most
Holy Presence that if it were accepted it would bring joy, hap-
piness and hope to all hearts. Thereafter the command was is-
sued to distribute that sum, and specifically fifty tumans were
designated for each of the friends. It was distributed in its en-
tirety, and the souls in those lands bear witness to what was
issued from the Source of Commands.

7 Likewise when the friends of Faran, upon them be the Glory of

the All-Merciful, intended to make pilgrimage and pay Huquq,
after their arrival their contributions were accepted and re-
turned to them. The honored lady Darvish-Khuda, upon her
be the Glory of God, appealed in the Most Holy Presence re-
questing that the funds be accepted as they had long since
been set aside from their own property. Nevertheless, with
boundless kindness and favor, He again accepted and returned
them, and not a dinar was taken except from His Honor the
Siyyid, upon him be the Glory of God, who was with them -
thirty-five tumans were accepted and distributed. Ten tumans
of this were bestowed upon Mishkin-Qalam, upon him be the
Glory of God, and the remainder was given to the friends of
the Land of Kha. Surely that beloved one is aware of this, and
moreover knows how many souls are gathered in the prison.
There have always been debts and still are, especially in these
days when a sum was requested by command from a desig-
nated source and went to pay debts. And if at times a small
amount was recorded as being available, it was given to the
friends of that land. Someone also gave a sum to His Honor
Afnan and His Honor Amin to deliver, which until now has not
been accepted but was not rejected, as modesty and embarrass-
ment prevented it. It remains available but has not been used.
That beloved one and others are aware of all that has been
mentioned. Yes, some years ago complaints from certain ones
reached the Most Holy Presence but were completely ignored
and no reply was sent. O beloved of my heart, reflect on the
bounties of God. The glances of His favor have ever been and
still are directed toward us.

Concerning His Holiness Ismu’llah Al-Asdaq, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, that which was revealed, every
letter thereof was indicative of loving-kindness, bounty and
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mercy. Repeatedly, when the deceased and elevated leaf, the
wife of the departed and exalted Haji Mirza Hasan, upon them
both be the Glory of God and His mercy, was present, the
Tongue of Grandeur would make mention of that beloved one
and of His Holiness Ismu’llah - a mention which, were it to be
cast upon the mountains, thou wouldst see them stirred by the
utterance of God, the Lord of the worlds. Together with the
blessed word “He doeth as He willeth,” outward considerations
were not lost sight of, in the hope that they would become
aware of that which hath been made manifest and convey unto
the servants of God that which would cause the exaltation of
the Word and the advancement of souls. And if at times there
be delay in sending replies to the letters of that beloved of the
heart, it hath been due to confidence and lack of opportunity,
as communications arrive continuously from every direction. In
truth, time hath become as scarce as the philosopher’s stone.

In these days certain news hath arrived from the land of Ta
that hath caused astonishment. Among these is the report
that Siyyid Jamalu’d-Din Afghani hath drawn the prominent
figures of Iran unto himself with the chains of fancy and vain
imaginings, to such extent that they have become partners
with him in corruption. That person, while in Egypt, mani-
fested the utmost enmity towards this community without any
cause, and wrote that which befitted himself alone. Likewise
in Beirut he wrote a letter and gave it to Butrus who was en-
gaged in publishing the encyclopedia, and that ignorant one,
unaware, printed it in his book and distributed it. Later he
went to Paris and in that city published a newspaper which
he named ‘Urvatu’l-Vuthqa. Every week he would send it to
His Holiness the Most Great Branch - may my spirit and being
be offered up for the dust of His most pure footsteps - and ex-
pressed friendship, requesting that whatever He wished would
be sent for publication. However this request was not accepted.
Afterwards he set out for Iran, and they have surely heard the
details of what followed. In any case, it is strange that such a
person should confirm noble souls in spreading his corruption.
Glory be to God! What happened to steadfastness? Where did
wisdom and knowledge go? However, 1 beseech God, exalted
be His glory, that He may assist him to return.

O my God, my God! Aid the heedless to return unto Thee
and to repent before the gate of Thy forgiveness. Then make
known unto them that which beseemeth Thy days. O my Lord!
Change their corruption into reformation, their hatred into
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love, and their calumnies into truth. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

As regards what you wrote concerning the wicked ones, the
corrupt ones, and the clamor of the agitators and deniers, it is
clear and evident. For they consider this community orphaned,
with no father to protect them and no mother to lament their
afflictions. Certainly a community without helper becomes the
target of the arrows of the ignorant and the swords of the op-
posers. In a land where justice is absent and equity is severed,
such a realm becomes an arena for the manifestations of rancor
and hatred. They do what they please and say what they de-
sire. This oppressed community has associated and continues
to associate with perfect love and firm kindness, and has never
intended aught but good for any soul. Nevertheless, what they
have done during the nights and days, and what they have
wrought! In any case, after these matters were presented be-
fore the Throne of Justice, these manifest and decisive words
shone forth from the Dayspring of Will - exalted be His utter-
ance and how glorious His might and mention: “O Son of My
Name! Upon thee be My glory! Reflect upon the heedlessness
of that party. They regard the greatest loss as profit and count
the most grievous tyranny as justice. By the life of God! Soon
shall they behold the recompense of their deeds, and punish-
ment shall seize them from every direction. They shall seek
victory but shall not be victorious, they shall cry for help but
none shall help them.” However, whatsoever tyranny hath been
inflicted in this Cause by the oppressors and the transgressions
of the opposers have caused the exaltation of the Word of God.
In the land of Ya, the enemies, according to their own belief,
have aided the resplendent Law. How evil is that which they
have imagined and how vain is that which they have done and
continue to do! Know thou with clear certainty that whatever
may occur shall cause the raising of the banner of victory and
triumph. Who is able to change that which God hath ordained
through His power and sovereignty? All are powerless before
the manifestations of His might and weak before the dawning
of the lights of His power. We beseech God to make known
to them that from which they are veiled in His days and that
which they have visited upon His chosen ones and loved ones.
He is verily the Helper, the All-Knowing, the Almighty, the
Most Glorious, the All-Wise.

We counsel the loved ones to such deeds and actions as will
cause the attention of people and result in the turning of souls.
Had they acted from the beginning until now according to what
was revealed, they would now witness the rulers and divines
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of that land circling round. But that which was decreed hath
been decreed, as a command from God, the Ancient Ruler.

Mention was made of the just ruler and the learned divine - may
God, the Blessed, the Most High, assist them both. Assuredly
their reward shall appear from God. Not a single atom’s weight
of deeds shall be left unrecompensed or erased. Verily our Lord
is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And after presentation in
the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, this supreme blessed
word was revealed from the Source of Utterance, the Lord of
all beings - glorified be His majesty:

“O servant in attendance! The Son of My Name who hath
arisen to serve My Cause hath beseeched for that learned one
that which shall cause the perpetuation of his name and men-
tion. This supplication is adorned with the glory of His good-
pleasure and illumined with the light of His acceptance. A
special Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet shall be revealed from
the heaven of favor and sent to him. Should the fragrance
of acceptance be inhaled, let him convey it, that perchance
he may attain unto eternal life through the divine utterances
that lie hidden and concealed within the words, and his men-
tion may be recorded by the Pen of the All-Bountiful in the
Book. Beseech thou God that He may, in a single hour, enable
the divines of that land to hearken unto the revealed verses.
Assuredly they would become detached from all that they pos-
sess and turn unto that which is with God, and would arise
to educate and guide the servants. Say: My God, my God! I
beseech Thee by Thy luminous verses, whereby the realities of
all things have been attracted, to assist Thy servants in that
which befitteth Thy days. Then kindle their hearts with the
fire of the Tree of Thy Manifestation, that it may set ablaze
the world and its peoples. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
All-Conquering, the Powerful, the All-Praised. End.

It is hoped that the light of the Cause may illumine all hearts
and souls, and guide all to the horizon of manifestation. If
His Excellency, may God, blessed and exalted be He, assist
him, would reflect even briefly upon what they possess con-
cerning the conditions of previous manifestations, they would
surely transcend what the people possess and seek from the
Self-Sufficient, the Transcendent, that which is without like-
ness or peer. Concerning what was previously written in the
green missive about Mirza Hadi Dawlat-Abadi having shown
him the utmost affection and having written to him that no
news had been received from you until now - what is mentioned
in this regard is correct and there is no doubt in it. Some of
the revealed verses should be sent to him that he may find
for himself a path to the Beloved. The One God is witness
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that there hath been and is no purpose save the teaching of
the servants and their guidance. Every fair-minded soul hath
testified and doth testify to this.

26 As for what was written concerning travel to various parts,

this matter is necessary, for heedlessness has been and contin-
ues to be present in man. Your travel to various parts will
surely cause awareness, steadfastness and firmness. After this
matter was presented before the Divine Throne, the Tongue
of Grandeur spoke this exalted word - His blessed and exalted
Word: “O son of My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! The very
act of moving for the sake of God has been and continues to
be influential in the world. In previous Books, the station of
the sincere ones turning to different regions for the guidance
of the servants has been recorded and inscribed. Attention to
the land of Ta is necessary, for the relatives associated with
you have rights and must attain their due. This Wronged One
has ever beseeched from God, exalted be His glory, that which
causes detachment from all else. How wonderful is this exalted
station!

7 “The teachers must be taught such utterances as will cause the

nearness, attraction and enkindlement of souls. In the revealed
Tablets, whatever they desire has been sent down. Regarding
detachment, mighty verses have been revealed, and likewise
concerning God-consciousness, attention and migration. Con-
cerning each virtue and attribute, that which has been revealed
would, if imparted, attract beings to the highest summit and
ultimate goal. You should strive to gather these so all may
attain that which causes the elevation of being and the exalta-
tion of souls. We beseech God, blessed and exalted is He, to
assist you in all conditions to attract hearts. Verily He is the
Hearer, the Answerer.”

Time and again was heard from the Tongue of Grandeur men-
tion of your attention to the land of Ta. What you wrote about
this matter is indeed correct and complete, and the Truth Him-
self, exalted be His glory, has confirmed their rights. Therefore
your attention is necessary - both meeting with relatives and
association with the friends and the reformation of souls. In
these days news from the land of Ta has repeatedly arrived,
and the prisoners remain in their original state. However, it
was understood from some petitions and correspondences that
His Majesty the Sultan, may God assist him, and the esteemed
Viceroy have testified to this community’s lack of corruption
and have outwardly shown love and consideration. The reason
for the delay in their freedom and release from prison is not
known. Praise be to God that those two steadfast, firm and
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upright souls are content and grateful in all conditions. We be-
seech God to manifest in His days that which befits His Man-
ifestation, His grandeur, His generosity and His sovereignty.
Verily He is the Answerer of those who ask.

Mention was made of the spiritual friend, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Habibullah, upon him be the Glory of God. After presentation
before the Seat of the Lord, these clear verses were revealed
from the heaven of grace - His blessed and exalted Word:

In My Name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

O beloved! Thou hast attained unto the presence, drunk from
the cup of immortality, beheld the supreme horizon, and hear-
kened unto the call of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Glori-
ous. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to make thee
a servant of His Cause, firm in His love, and steadfast in this
Cause whereby every heedless one hath lamented, every denier
hath cried out, every distant transgressor hath moaned, every
seeker hath found peace, every hearer hath achieved victory,
and every turning one hath been drawn nigh. Thus did the
Pen speak when the Wronged One was walking in this exalted
and glorious spot. All they that are related to My Most Holy
Name have been and are mentioned before the Throne, and
there hath been sent down for them from the heaven of grace
and bounty that which no earthly thing can equal. The Lord of
Names beareth witness to this, verily He is the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Convey My greetings from the Wronged One
unto them and give them glad tidings of that which hath been
sent down for them at this time.

This servant also conveyeth greetings and salutations unto
them and their kin, and likewise unto the loved ones of that
land, and I seek that which preserveth name and mention. Ver-
ily our Lord is the Helper, the Succourer.

Furthermore, convey on behalf of this servant greetings and
salutations unto the spiritual friend, His Holiness Mulla ‘Alj,
upon him be the glory of God. His previous letters and his
latest letter sent from ‘Ishqabad through the spiritual friend
Haji Muhammad Kazim, upon him be the glory of God, were
received. Any delay in reply is due to the press of work. I
beseech God to assist this servant in carrying out the service
with which he hath been charged. It is hoped that replies to
his letters will be sent later. Glory, remembrance and praise
be upon you, upon those with you, and upon the loved ones of
God who have fulfilled His covenant and His testament, and
who have acted according to that which they were commanded
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in His perspicuous Book. And praise be to God, the Lord of
the worlds.

The servant 24 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1309
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BHO04862

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Tabasi, in Yazd
Date: 1309-04 [1891-Nov/

...0 Muhammad-i-Qabl-i-Taqi! Upon thee be My glory and
My care. Today the lord of knowledge is the knowledge of
God. Whosoever acknowledges and confesses His oneness is
recorded in the Book of Names by the Supreme Pen as one
of the people of Baha and companions of the Crimson Ark.
In one of the revealed scriptures these verses have been sent
down: In the first step, one who turns to God must observe
and act according to this Most Great Verse: ‘Say: God; then
leave them to their vain disputes! And in the second step,
one must hold fast to this blessed verse and recite it: ‘I have
abandoned the religion of a people who believe not in God and
who are themselves disbelievers in the Hereafter” The meaning
of ‘step’ in these stations is ‘turning towards God. Blessed are
they that understand.

...the word that today takes precedence over all is the blessed
phrase ‘O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy most glorious
Beauty and all Thy Beauty is indeed glorious” Today the
world of utterance circles around this exalted word, for today
it is God’s touchstone and the dawning-place of divine trials.
In one station this word is the decisive statement, and it is the
firm and impregnable barrier between the true believers and
the idolaters. In another station it is the sharp sword that sep-
arates truth from falsehood. The ignorant one of the land of
Sad has forbidden the servants from reciting it. Woe unto him!
He has deprived himself and his people from the fragrances of
God’s Most Great Name. He shall soon see the recompense of
his deed, through a command from the presence of the wise
Commander....
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To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk et al., in Bushruyih
Date: 1309-05-09 [1891-Dec-11]

...Strange it is that the King of Iran hath not yet become aware
of the divine favor, patience and forbearance. We have be-
seeched and continue to beseech the Truth that He may en-
lighten the sovereign. His true enemy is his son Zillu’s-Sultan -
all know this. He sent the Wanderer to the Most Great Prison
specifically to bring about great mischief, and when prevented,
he rose in opposition. The King accepted his delusions and
calumnies and surrendered the cities and domains of God to
the greatest wolf of the world. In all the world none hath
matched or matcheth him in wickedness and hypocrisy. Some
time ago We uttered this most exalted word: “Verily, he hath
drunk of the blood of the loved ones what neither the Tigris
nor the Euphrates nor the Oxus nor the Jaxartes can equal.”
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To: Mirza Abdul-Husayn
Date: 1309-05-18 [1891-Dec-20]

He is the One Who calls out at the heart of the world!

2 Today the gates of utterance are opened wide, and the Lumi-
nary of divine knowledge has dawned from the heaven’s horizon
of the Lord of Religions. The seas of knowledge and arts are
surging, and the Sun of Truth is shining forth manifest from
the prison’s celestial horizon. Blessed is he who hath not de-
prived himself and remained not bereft of the bounty of these
days. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who hath quaffed
the choice wine of bestowal from the hand of the bounty of
his Lord, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. He is indeed
among the triumphant ones in His perspicuous Book.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China
Date: 1309-06 [1892-Jan]

Praise and glory be to the Beloved of all horizons, Who on this
day of separation seized the people of discord...

O Afnan! In certain lands they have forbidden the recitation
of the dawn prayer, for its first name is a manifest light in the
darkness of the earth and a cutting sword for the deniers and
the rejectors. They have denied that which they previously
took pride in acknowledging. The recompense of deeds lieth
in wait. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to seize
them through His sovereignty or to aid them to acknowledge
His Revelation and His Cause. Verily, He hath power over all
things....
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BHO00707

To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan, in Hong Kong
Date: 1309-06-27 [1892-Jan-28]

In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted,
Most Glorious Lord

Praise, glorification, thanksgiving and splendor belong exclu-
sively to the True Thankful One, Who through this Most Ex-
alted Word summoned His servants to the supreme heights, as
He, exalted be He, saith: “Be thankful unto Me and I will be
thankful unto you.” Were one to comprehend the sweetness of
this utterance, he would seek the True Intended One. Glory
be to God! What days are passing while the servants remain
heedless thereof. Today the gate of grace is opened wide and
the lights of the Luminary of utterance, the Desire of all worlds,
have embraced the world; yet despite this, they remain occu-
pied with vain imaginings and deprived of the effulgences of
the Sun of proof. The servant beseecheth his Lord to assist
His servants to turn towards the gate of His bounty. Verily,
He is the Mighty, the Powerful. My spirit be a sacrifice for
your orientation and your drawing nigh!
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The blessed letters, of which in truth every character was a key
to the gate of joy, arrived. God is aware how much gladness
and delight was attained. In truth, at this station the tongue
is forbidden to set limits. And after attaining unto it and com-
prehending the meanings concealed therein, it sought the most
exalted station and the Most Glorious Throne. After permis-
sion was granted, it was presented. His blessed and exalted
Word: “O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness!” By God’s life, thou hast been and art mentioned
in the Most Holy Court. Today the divine treasures and the
repositories of eternal wealth are present and visible, and at
all times, from the Treasury of the Supreme Pen, the pearls
of wisdom and utterance specifically for the Afnan are made
manifest. No thanks befitteth this most exalted station, and no
praise attaineth unto this most glorious rank. However, purely
through grace and loving-kindness, the Tongue of Grandeur
hath, on behalf of His Afnan, offered praise and thanks. Glo-
rious is His bounty and mighty His bestowal! There is none to
enrich save Him, and none to give save Him.

O My Afnan! In this year there occurred that which caused
the most great consternation, but God made it a support for
His Cause and an aid for the exaltation of His Word. Though
outwardly it was grievous, inwardly it contained incalculable
mercy and loving-kindness for those assured, steadfast and
firmly-rooted souls, and for all the peoples of the world. Soon
will its fruits become manifest and evident, and through it God
will elevate the stations of those who are near and sincere, and
abase the stations of the ungodly and the antagonists. Repeat-
edly have your letters attained the Most Holy Court, and from
them wafted the fragrance of love, steadfastness, submission
and contentment, especially in this year. Well is it with thee
and pleasant it is to thee! Say:

5 Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having caused one of Thy
Afnan to turn unto Thee, who hath believed in Thee and Thy
sovereignty, and hath quaffed the choice wine of knowledge
from the cup of Thy bounty and the Kawthar of life from the
chalice of Thy nearness and presence. I testify that Thou hast
raised me to a station which the hands of Thy creation can
never attain. I beseech Thee at this moment, by Thy manifest
light, Thy straight path, and Thy momentous announcement,
to ordain for me that which shall endure as long as Thy most
excellent names and exalted attributes endure. O Lord! Trans-
form the losses of Thy loved ones into the greatest gain, then
set right their affairs through Thy grace, O Thou Who art the
Lord of eternity and Who art manifest through the Most Great
Name. By Thy might, O God of all beings and Educator of all
created things, I love to stand at all times before the gate of
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Thy grandeur and the throne of Thy commandments and ordi-
nances, and to hear Thy most sweet call and the shrill voice of
Thy Most Exalted Pen before Thy face, O Lord of all human-
ity and Lord of the throne on high and of the earth below. O
Lord! Take my hand with the hands of Thy power, then pre-
serve me from the evil of Thine enemies who have disbelieved
in Thee and Thy signs, and who have denied Thy Manifesta-
tion and Thy proof. There is no God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Powerful, the Generous.

The servant who is present hath appeared and presented be-
fore the Face that which thou didst send. We have answered
thee through this sealed Book and have mentioned thee in this
witnessed Tablet. Today what is essential is the Afnan’s adher-
ence to that which preserveth their stations. Praise be to God,
the Word of God is mentioned and effective in all regions. The
rulers of the earth, may God assist them, have sought merely to
be informed of the laws of this Most Great Manifestation, and
they were sent. Although at present no matter worthy of men-
tion is evident, there is no doubt that hereafter the exaltation
of the Most Great Word and the elevation of the stations of
His loved ones will become clear and manifest to all like unto
the sun. This Wronged One hath never regarded any mat-
ter or thing except the manifestation of that which indicateth
detachment from all else save God. For this ocean there must
needs be ships, and for this heaven countless suns are ordained,
and for this Book innumerable books are recorded and written.
The Mother Book in this exalted and glorious station beareth
witness unto this. The glory shining from the horizon of the
heaven of My Cause be upon you and upon those who are with
you and upon those who love you and recognize your station
from God, the Ancient of Days.

The very utterance of the Desired One of all worlds is a true
testimony and an eloquent witness to the grace, favor, mercy
and kindness of God, exalted be His glory, towards the Afnan.
No expositor is needed. The Praiser and Describer hath been
and is God Himself, exalted be His glory. In truth, the people
of the world cannot be said to possess ears, for had they pos-
sessed them, they would not have remained deprived and veiled.
It is a cause for a hundred thousand regrets that despite the
descent of the heavenly food of wisdom and utterance and the
bounty of meanings and exposition, all are occupied with their
own treacheries and vain imaginings. Soon shall they see the
recompense of their deeds in this vain life. Verily our Lord is
the Just, the Wise. They have abandoned the station wherein
naught is seen save the mention of God and His verses and
evidences, and are circling round the dawning-places of heed-
lessness and ignorance. In all circumstances, I beseech God,
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exalted be His glory, to forgive all and not to deprive them of
the Salsabil of utterance and the Kawthar of knowledge in His
days. He is the Mighty Bestower.

Praise be to God, the Land of Purpose and its surroundings
remain tranquil until now. Although the followers of the Shi’ih
sect consider the people of these parts to be infidels, neverthe-
less they outwardly show love. His Majesty the Sultan of these
realms—may God, the Blessed, the Most High, assist him and
strengthen his government—has shown the utmost kindness to-
ward the great claimant of Iran. Twice were matters sent to
his presence, and both times he responded favorably and as
desired. Although his honor Afnan, Aqa Siyyid Ahmad—upon
him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God—counted the great
personage among the loved ones, his inner reality differed from
his outward appearance. Finally, from the Most Holy Presence
the secrets of his heart were revealed that they might be aware.
After his dismissal he showed love, even to the point of consult-
ing the Dayspring of Divine Knowledge regarding his affairs.
The dismissal of the governor took place and although he was
not, and is not, free from temporizing, yet he came to realize
the harmlessness and peaceful nature of this community. I be-
seech God, exalted be His glory, to assist all and confirm them
in that which is the cause of salvation for all. Verily, He is the
Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

The Branches of the Blessed Tree—may my spirit be sacrificed
for the dust of their footsteps—each showed kindness, and like-
wise the various groups and those who circle round all ex-
pressed that from which wafted the fragrance of love. Fur-
thermore, whatever was sent during this period has all arrived
and been graciously accepted. Well done to your honor, and
congratulations to your honor. To the presence of the hon-
ored Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree—upon them be, from every
direction, His most glorious splendor—I offer mention, praise,
glory and light, and I beseech God, exalted be His station, to
manifest through them that which will cause the exaltation
of His Cause. Verily our Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed, and the Fulfiller of the needs of every seeker who
takes refuge in Him. Glory, praise, mention and exaltation be
upon your honor and upon those who love you, remember you,
and through you draw near unto God, our Lord and your Lord
and the Lord of this noble station and the resplendent horizon.

) The servant 27 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1309
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri et al., in Mashhad
Date: 1309-06-29 [1892-Jan-30]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise befitting and worthy of the Lord of the throne on high
and earth below, Who by His conquering might transformed
the opposition of the ungodly into acceptance, and adorned
the calumnies of the slanderers with acknowledgment and re-
pentance. Exalted be His Cause and exalted be His proof! The
noble letter, like a spiritual messenger, illumined and adorned
the heart and soul with the light of remembrance and utterance.
In truth it brought joy and bestowed bounty. This bounty is
specific to the heart, and after gaining knowledge and under-
standing, and experiencing gladness, delight and joy, it sought
the most impregnable, most exalted, most holy, most elevated
station. It was presented before His presence, and these man-
ifest verses were revealed from the heaven of will. His word,
exalted be His utterance and mighty be His proof:

In My Name, the Speaker, the Trustworthy

This is a Day wherein the Mother Book calleth aloud, and
summoneth all unto the All-Glorious, the Bountiful. He, ver-
ily, is the Lord of all mankind and the Ruler in both the be-
ginning and the end. Blessed is the strong one whom neither
the happenings of the world nor the doubts of those who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of Lords, have weakened. Say: O
people, fear God and follow not every doubtful idolator. This
is a Day wherein the Light hath shone forth from the horizon
of Sinai, and the Temple of the Manifestation hath been estab-
lished upon the throne of divine knowledge by God, the Lord
of Religions.

O servant of God! We have heard thy call and have answered
thee with these verses which God hath sent down from the
heaven of grandeur and power. Beware lest the affairs of men
sadden thee or the veils of those who have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of all beings, hold thee back. We bear witness that
thou hast drunk the choice wine of reunion from the hand of
My bounty and hast attained unto My presence - a presence
which no words can equal, nor the deeds of those who have
not broken God’s Covenant, the Revealer of verses. We have
remembered thee and given thee glad tidings before, and at this
time, through My loving-kindness which hath encompassed all
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horizons. Soon shall all that thou seest today perish, but there
shall endure for thee that which We have adorned with His
mention in the Tablets. By My life! Thy grief hath grieved
Me, and that which hath befallen thee at all times. We have
been with thee in all conditions, have heard thy call, and have
sent down in thy name that which hath illumined the earth
and the heavens.

; Cast aside thy sorrows in My name and take the cup of joy

through My remembrance. Then drink thereof at eventide and
at dawn. Convey My greetings unto My loved ones and remind
them of that which beseemeth the days of God, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Say: O party of God! Beware lest ye follow vain
imaginings. Purify your hearts from the mention of aught else
but Me, that I may turn unto them at morn and eventide.

In Persian do I speak, that thou mayest understand and be of
the thankful in the days of thy Lord, the Master of the Day
of Reckoning. O servant of God! Upon thee be My glory and
My loving-kindness. At the beginning of night We were walk-
ing and communing with all things. The servant presented
thy letter and submitted all of it before Our face, and after
its completion, suddenly the gates of the treasuries of wisdom
and utterance were opened and the ocean of divine knowledge
surged. That which was revealed transcended the comprehen-
sion of the Manifestations of verses and the understanding of
the Dawning-places of clear signs.

I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist thee in that which
causeth the attention of the servants and the steadfastness of
all in the land. Gladden the friends through God’s bounty and
favor. Today is the day of mention and praise, of steadfastness
and adherence. Soon shall affairs be changed and skins shall
quiver - the recompense of those who have disbelieved in the
signs of God and denied what hath appeared from Him. By
My life! The breezes of chastisement shall encompass them
and their joy shall be changed to supreme sorrow. Thus hath
spoken the Lord of Destiny while speaking from His exalted
station.

Say: O party of God! Know ye with certain knowledge that
whatsoever occurreth is the cause of the exaltation of His Word
and the elevation of His Revelation. Who can prevent that
which God hath raised up in truth and manifested through
His sovereignty before the faces of all who are in the heavens
and the earth? Say: Know ye the value of these days and
recognize your station. The names of the party of God and
their remembrances have been and shall be recorded in the
books of the world. Blessed are the souls whose deeds have
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attained unto divine acceptance - these are they who are nigh
unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. And blessed is the
one who hath apprehended the station of the Day of God and
hath attained unto the mention of the Desire of the world.

Say: O people of the Furqan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and
arise to make amends for that which hath escaped you in the
days of your Lord, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. This evanes-
cent servant hath ever been and continueth to be turned to-
wards the direction of God’s loved ones. The remembrance of
the friends of God quickeneth the soul and refresheth and glad-
deneth the spirit. Glory be to God! In these days, once again
the gates of utterance have been unlocked by the intention
of the Lord of all beings, and the effulgences of the Day-Star
of Revelation are manifest from all directions. Nevertheless,
most remain dejected and sorrowful. God is My witness that
whenever this servant remembereth the martyrs of the Land
of Ya, he declareth with a myriad visible and invisible tongues:
“Would that I had been with them! Would that I had heard
their cry! Would that I had circled round them!” The fra-
grance of that shed blood hath perfumed the world of justice
and equity. The oppressors of the world have, by their own
hands, cut their own throats, and perceive it not. By the life
of Our Purpose! His promise is assured in the Book wherein
neither falsehood nor hypocrisy can enter. The Lord of the
Covenant beareth witness unto this in this luminous night.

For days and nights the mention of those martyrs hath flowed
from the Tongue of Grandeur in such wise that the Holy Spirit
was filled with longing and the Spirit of Utterance cried out
“Would that I had been!” What heedlessness hath seized the
world! We hope that sanctified and assured souls will hold
fast unto the Cause of God and remain detached from all else.
This year numerous differences have arisen, and from every
direction a clamor hath been raised. Some pure and truthful
souls have been sullied with vain imaginings. Most strange it
is that steadfast, assured and upright souls should cling to the
doubts and idle fancies of heedless apostates. The people of the
Crimson Ark must manifest such steadfastness that all upon
earth shall find themselves powerless to prevent them. We
hope that such souls will be raised up and become manifest in
these blessed, luminous and promised days beneath the shade
of the divine Lote-Tree of the Beloved of all worlds. These are
the pearls of God’s treasuries. Well is it with them that attain.

The loved ones of that land have been and are before Our gaze.
We beseech God to aid them in that which leadeth to steadfast-
ness, glory and assurance. Verily our Lord is the Almighty, the
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Powerful. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. This is the day to manifest love and affection. Say:
O friends, deprive not yourselves. Blessed a hundred thousand
times is the soul that at the time of utterance holdeth fast
unto the divine verses and reciteth them, for its effects are
unlike those of all who dwell on earth. The power of hearing
is lost. The Call of God is raised from the prison of ‘Akka,
yet the ears of the world and its peoples are prevented from
hearkening, save whom God willeth.

We beseech God, exalted be His glory, to manifest in these days
such souls from among His loved ones as shall set the world
ablaze and, detached from their own selves, occupy themselves
with teaching God’s Cause and exalting His Word. Verily He
is the Answerer. There is no God but Him, the Single, the One,
the All-Hearing, the All-Uttering, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy.

As to what was commanded that this servant should, on behalf
of Your Honor, attain unto the King of deeds and its possessors
- at this moment, when one hour and five minutes have passed
from the night of the twenty-ninth of Jamadiyu’th-Thani, hav-
ing turned towards the Most Exalted Horizon and the Supreme
Summit, after seeking permission and leave, he attained unto
that which is the hope of all peoples, first and last. Praise be
to God, he was honored with acceptance and adorned with His
good-pleasure. Well is it with your honor! But another peti-
tion is that mention of Your Honor has been and continues to
be made in the Most Holy Court, and assuredly its fruit and
effect will appear in the visible world. Praise be to God, they
have attained unto that which was the ultimate hope of all the
Prophets and Messengers - may the Glory of God rest upon
them. If outward matters are sometimes delayed in their or-
dering, this is assuredly due to the requirements of the wisdom
of God, exalted be His Glory. And we hope that the Tree of
your seeking will yield ripe and fresh fruit. We hold fast to a
Cause from which the fragrance of eternity wafts. Whatever
comes to pass is beloved to the soul and the purpose of the
spirit. We have placed our trust in Him and committed all
affairs unto Him. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Possessor
of Great Grace.

On one side was a letter in the handwriting of the spiritual
loved one, Jinab-i-Aqa Hasan Aqa, upon him be the Glory of
God. For a time there had been no outward news of him, but
praise be to God, this time that which is the cause of joy and
gladness appeared. After its reading and presentation before
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the Throne of the Lord, exalted be His glory, these brilliant
verses were revealed - His words, blessed and exalted is He:

O Hasan! We and thou and the world and nations have come
from the unseen to the visible realm, from extinction to immor-
tality, and from sheer nothingness to the world of existence for
the exaltation of the Word of God. Were it not for His service
and the service of His loved ones, by what means could the
hearts of servants find joy? By My life, gladness lies in His
remembrance, delight in the spreading of His traces and the
diffusion of His verses, joy in the mention of His manifestation,
and yearning is to arise to serve His chosen ones. We beseech
God, blessed and exalted is He, to assist the letter Nun and
thee in that which befits His days and is worthy of His man-
ifestation and sovereignty. Convey greetings and salutations
from the Wronged One to His loved ones.

The Glory in such days as these stands as a herald before the
faces of the world, speaking, remembering, standing, firm and
steadfast in the Cause of God, the Lord of nations. All must
become intoxicated with the Kawthar of the utterance of the
Goal of all the worlds and summon those who are in the realm
of possibility to the most exalted horizon. Say: Know your
worth and recognize your station. For years you have endured
hardships, heard reproaches, and borne difficulties. By My
life, this station is most precious. You must preserve it in
the name of Truth and, through the hosts of revelation and
inspiration which are the divine verses and heavenly evidences,
make the people aware and deliver them from heedlessness.
These are the counsels of the Most Exalted Pen recorded in
various Tablets.

These two days are not worthy of mention, let alone atten-
tion to them. The loved ones must protect the servants lest
they become afflicted with the vain imaginings of the former
party. By the life of God, this Wronged One had no purpose or
thought save the exaltation of the Word and the manifestation
of the Cause. The enemies are beyond counting. Now the peo-
ple of Baha must assist Him and turn from what they possess
to what God possesses. Know with clear certainty that they
have held fast and continue to hold fast to that which causes
the elevation and advancement of His friends. The loss of the
former party on the Day of Reckoning is most strange. Reflect,
O My loved ones, and be among those who are discerning and
steadfast.

O Hasan! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of the hid-
den and the manifest. Praise be to God that thou hast attained
the presence and thy name hath been mentioned from the
Tongue of Grandeur on this night. We beseech God, blessed
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and exalted is He, to assist thee and grant thee success in the
service of His Cause, and to give thee to drink, at all times,
the Kawthar of utterance from the chalice of certitude. Verily,
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

God is witness and testifier that thou hast ever been before
the sight of this servant. It is hoped that from that spiritual
loved one there shall appear in the divine days that which shall
never lose its fragrance. There is no doubt that these days and
all that is witnessed shall return to nothingness. Therefore, to
the extent possible, one must attain the good-pleasure of the
Beloved. That which appears from Him is everlasting and shall
not perish. In these days the people have become receptive
to the divine verses and heavenly words: therefore, one must
gird up the loins of service firmly and engage in that which
promotes the Cause of God. This servant beseeches from the
True One that He may aid the loved ones of that land and
its surroundings to be firm, steadfast and unwavering, to be
faithful and trustworthy, and to attain that which will elevate
their stations before God, our Lord and the Lord of all that is
seen and unseen, and the Lord of the mighty throne. Praise be
to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory, remembrance
and praise be upon the Presence of Light, and upon you, and
upon every assured believer who is firm and steadfast, who
has clung to pure servitude unto God, the True One, and has
arisen to promote the Cause of God, detached from all the
worlds. And praise be to God, our Lord and the Lord of all
who are in the heavens and the earth.

The servant 29 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1309
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Date: 1309-07-02 [1892-Feb-1]

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful

Praise be to the one peerless God Who, through the Most
Great Name, illumined the world and its peoples with the light
of true divine unity, and adorned and raised high the pavilion of
world order through the radiance of the Sun of Manifestation.
Exalted be His dominion and glorified be His power! The letter
of that honored friend arrived and, praise be to God, from every
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word of it wafted the fragrance of love, fellowship, affection and
unity. After its perusal and review, it was taken to the Most
Exalted Station and presented before the countenance of the
Lord of all beings. These are His mighty words: “We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to preserve him through His
hosts and guard him through His sovereignty and give him to
drink from the chalice of steadfastness and to rain down upon
him from the clouds of grace the showers of His mercy.” O
thou who gazest upon the Face! My branch Diya’ brought
thy letter to the Most Holy Court, and likewise the letter of
Husayn, upon him be My glory. We have answered thee with
this Manifest Tablet. Grieve thou not over anything. Put thy
trust in God, the Lord of all worlds, and commit thy affairs
unto Him. He will assuredly assist thee through His Name,
the All-Conquering, the Almighty. The glory from Us be upon
thee and upon those with thee who hearken unto thy words
concerning this Most Great Announcement and this Straight
Path.

We hope that matters will be set right, and if at times there
is delay, this is due to the requirements of God’s consummate
wisdom. When the time cometh and the hour arriveth, that
which hath been revealed from the Pen of God, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting, shall be made manifest unto thee.
Convey My greetings and praise to the loved ones in that land,
and for each I seek that which will cause them to turn unto
Him. Verily our Lord is the Answerer of prayers and the Goal
of the hearts of them that are nigh unto Him.

Written on the 2nd of Rajab 1309. Diya’
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Date: 1309-07-04 [1892-Feb-3]

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

Praise befitteth and is meet for the Lord of the Day of Judg-
ment, Who hath illumined the contingent world with the lights
of utterance and adorned it with the blessed word “The King-
dom is God’s.” Neither the might of the ungodly nor the clamor
of the heedless could prevent the penetration of His perfect
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Word, nor could the power of the aggressors weaken the au-
thority of His Most Exalted Pen. With but a single pen He
arose against the whole world, and gave glad tidings to all
of the Great Announcement which was among the irrevocable
promises of God, and guided them. Yet weak eyes were pre-
vented from beholding the horizon of manifestation, and ears
that heard not were deprived of hearkening to the Most Sweet
Call and the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen. Glorified
be His dominion and magnified be His proof. There is no God
but Him.

My God, my God, my Lord, my Support, my Goal, my Beloved
and the Ultimate Object of my desire! Thou seest the turning
of Thy loved ones to the horizon of Thy manifestation, their
orientation to the lights of Thy countenance, and their aris-
ing to serve Thy Cause. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by the
Call that was raised from Thy most exalted horizon, by Thy
Light wherewith the earth and heaven were illumined, and by
the Fire of Thy Lote-Tree whereby Thou didst guide Moses on
Mount Sinai, to ordain for whosoever hath turned unto Thee
in Thy days and made mention of Thy servant, the Wondrous
One, Who hath been imprisoned in the jail of Thine enemies,
that which beseemeth the heaven of Thy bounty and bestowal.
O my Lord! Thou knowest that he desired naught but to
demonstrate his love for Thee in this Day wherein the fire of
hatred hath been kindled in the breasts of the worshippers of
names. O my Lord! Guard him through Thy grace, then aid
him through Thy power and sovereignty that he may arise to
serve Thee among Thy servants and assist Thee through wis-
dom and utterance. Verily Thou art the Confirmer, the Mighty,
the Bountiful.

Then I beseech Thee, O God of Names and Creator of earth
and heaven, to ordain for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the
recompense of those who have aimed at the Ultimate Goal
and the Most Exalted Summit, and whom the attraction of
Thy verses seized in such wise that they turned to the place of
sacrifice and spent their wealth and souls in Thy path, O Lord
of all beings and King of the kingdom of names. Verily Thou
art powerful over what Thou willest and in Thy grasp are the
reins of all in the earth and the heavens.

Thy letter, which was as a lucid book, set forth in the mention
and praise of the Lord of the Day of Judgement, hath reached
this Wronged One, and through it the portals of joy and glad-
ness were flung open; for from its words there breathed the
fragrance of the love of God, exalted be His glory. Blessed is
the pen that moved upon the mention and glorification of Him,
and blessed the heart which God hath made the treasury of His
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love and the repository of His remembrance. Verily, there is
none other God but He. He doeth whatsoever He willeth and
ordaineth what He pleaseth. He, verily, is the Almighty, the
All-Lauded.

After it had been read, observed and pondered, it directed its
face toward the Most Exalted Station and the Most Sublime
Summit; then, after permission had been obtained, it was pre-
sented before the Face of the Lord of all being, and attained
to the honour of the Blessed Glance and the bounty of being
hearkened unto. This is that which God hath caused to issue
from the treasuries of His Most Exalted Pen:

In My Name, the Speaker, in the Kingdom of utterance, before
the faces of all religions!

Today, the Most Great Glad-Tidings, vouchsafed from the
Mother Book in this blessed Manifestation unto all the dwellers
of earth, is the effacement of the ordinance of holy war from
the Book. Blessed the ear that hath heard the Call of God,
the Lord of lords, and the tongue that hath spoken forth His
remembrance before the faces of them that are in the heavens
and on the earth. O thou who gazest upon the Face, and art
remembered in the presence of the Wronged One! Notwith-
standing all this, in the days of the Manifestation of the True
One — glorified be His majesty — certain of the servants have
arisen in aversion, in such wise that the Concourse on high
and the denizens of the cities of the Names are occupied with
lamentation and wailing.

In one of the Tablets this exalted word hath been sent down
from the heaven of the Will of the Lord of the Day of Recom-
pense: Were the entire power of the spirit to be transmuted
into the power of hearing, it might then be said that it is wor-
thy to hearken unto this Call which hath been raised from the
Supreme Horizon; otherwise, these ears, befouled with lying
tales, are, and have ever been, unfit and unworthy to hearken
thereunto. Today the Kingdom of utterance standeth expec-
tant, eager to hearken unto the exalted words that have shone
forth from the treasury of the knowledge of God.

Glorified be God! In this Most Great Manifestation, through
the attracting power of the Word of Him Who is the Desire
of the world, the lovers of all regions have arisen to expend
whatsoever they possessed of bodies and of souls, of honour
and of wealth. How many a sincere one and one nigh unto
God hath freely sacrificed life and substance at the foot of
the Friend! The sun of the world hath never witnessed the
like of that which hath appeared. The soul that turneth aside
beholdeth, in the mirror of its own being, naught save its own
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likeness. Never hath the arena of the severed ones and the
race-course of the near ones been the field of motion for such
souls.

According to the saying of Tumanski, the Russian, he regarded
the Book of God with the eye of his Muhammadan belief; today
the Primal Point proclaimeth: “Verily, I am the first of the
worshippers.”

In these days the Most Exalted Pen is engaged in the writ-
ing of a reply to the objections of the Shaykh of the land of
Sad, and, among other matters, the mention of certain mar-
tyrs hath been sent down in that lucid Book. In this station as
well their names are again commemorated, that perchance the
bond-slaves of passion and desire, of rebellion and lewdness,
may be awakened, and may turn from oppression unto justice,
and from tyranny unto equity. In this Most Great Manifesta-
tion the world hath been set in motion. Glorified be God! In
the days of the Point — may the souls of all else but Him be
offered up for His sake — what came to pass did so of necessity:
the adversaries rose up in cruelty and aggression, and this com-
pany likewise arose in self-defence. But in this Dispensation,
how many are the souls who, with utmost eagerness and long-
ing, have set their faces toward the seat of sacrifice and have
freely offered up their lives!

Say: Hast thou not heard the mention of Husaynayn — who, in
the land of Sad, despite honour, wealth, and worldly station,
were not shaken by the might and tyranny of the oppressors?
They expended, in the path of the one true Friend, their very
souls — spirit and sweet-scented life — which are the most pre-
cious and exalted of all things in the world.

And reflect upon that noble one, Siyyid Isma’il of Zavareh,
and what issued from him. So powerfully did the Word of God
attract him that, turban and all, in the early dawn he swept
the threshold of the House; and afterwards, on the bank of
the river, with his own hand he sacrificed his life. This deed,
though in outward seeming not acceptable, yet the attraction
of the Divine Utterance wrested all choice from his grasp, and
he performed that which filled the Concourse on high with
astonishment — how much more the people of the realm of
dust! Verily, the attraction of the Call laid hold upon Yathrib
and Batha, in such wise that Batha cried out and exclaimed:
“Blessed art thou, O ‘Akka, in that thou hast quaffed the cup
of reunion from the bounteous hand of thy Lord, the Lord of
all that is!”

5 This Prisoner also maketh mention of certain other martyrs.

Among them is that martyr, Mulla Kazim — upon him be the
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glory of God, the All-Glorious, the All-Praised — who, together
with a number of souls, before Husaynayn, attained unto the
supreme martyrdom in the land of Sad. By the command of
the tyrant of that land they hewed that most holy body limb
from limb and then consigned it to the flames.

And as to Hadrat Badi’, who was the bearer of the Tablet ad-
dressed to His Majesty the Shah, in whose honour this blessed
verse hath been sent down from the Most Exalted Pen: “Ex-
alted and blessed be He: When his creation was perfected and
his form made good, We despatched him as a ball of firea€|”
to the end of His exalted words — surely ye have heard in full
the story of that spiritual lover. The majesty of kingship and
its pomp did not withhold him. With power and might he
arose, directed his steps, and proclaimed the Cause of God, in
such wise that from the Supreme Paradise and the All-Glorious
Garden the cry “Grandeur belongeth unto God!” was raised
on high.

7 Likewise that knower of the Kingdom, Najaf-‘Ali, who turned

his face toward Mashhad and uttered these words: “We have
found Baha, and that for which our blood is the price.” Then,
with perfect joy and longing, he offered up his life.

And likewise that true attracted one and heavenly divine,
Mulla ‘Ali-Jan — upon him be the glory of God, His light and
His mercy — who with such ardour set out for the field of
sacrifice that the people of insight and they that behold with
the Most Great Vision are busied with his mention and praise.
In very truth, tongue and pen alike are powerless and fail to
depict that Light of Divine Oneness.

Glorified be God! The martyrs of this Most Great Manifesta-
tion are beyond all reckoning; if ye should attempt to number
the martyrs of God, ye would never be able to compute them.
The noble Ashraf and Aba Basir, in the land of Za’, freely
offered up their lives. There is no land but hath been crim-
soned with the blood of the lovers; the Lord of the Day of the
Covenant Himself beareth witness unto this truth. In the land
of Ta, in the land of Sad, and in other lands besides, there hath
repeatedly come to pass that before which the Pen hath wept
and the Tablet hath raised the cry of lamentation.

This servant, for the sake of brevity, hath been content with
that which hath already been mentioned. Assuredly that hon-
oured one hath heard thereof, and the soul that turneth aside
hath likewise heard and knoweth it full well — if so be he be
among the fair-minded. Today the Kingdom of the Bayan is
speaking forth, and the Cause hath been manifested in such
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wise that the very Essence of Invention hath beheld no likeness
unto it.

Should he turn unto the Writings, the Kawthar of the Bayan
would lay hold upon him in such a manner that, barefoot and
bareheaded, he would arise and set his face toward the seat of
martyrdom. Now, well-nigh a hundred volumes of resplendent
verses and weighty treatises have been revealed and are man-
ifest. Divers souls, by night and by day, are engaged in their
transcription; the emigrants and travellers are all well aware of
that which hath been recorded. Blessed are they that attain,
and every truthful, discerning soul!

Objections resembling those already mentioned were formerly
raised by one of the servants of Shiraz. The honoured ‘Andalib
sent the full account into Our presence, and from the heaven
of grace an answer was sent down and despatched. According
to command, I forwarded that reply, that it may be perused.

Convey My greetings and glorifications unto the loved ones,
especially unto him whom God hath exalted through His Name
and His sovereignty, and whom He guardeth by the hosts of the
unseen and the seen. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the All-
Able.

4th of Rajab, 1309 A.H.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Farajullah al-Husayni al-Kashani, in Eqypt
Date: 1309-07-15 [1892-Feb-1}]

... The grace of God knows no bounds, and His favors no end.
For His loved ones, after the severance of the means of nearness
and union, He ordained other means and named them pen and
ink. His is the praise in all conditions...
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Tablet to the Israelites
To: Abdullah Lavi
Date: 1309-08-27 [1892-Mar-27]

In the Name of God, the Lord of Hosts!

He hath come through Whom all things were revolutionized,
and the Call hath been raised from the horizon of the Prison
of ‘Akka. O son of Khalil, O ‘Abdu’llah, hear this call with
the ear of thy soul.

A new day hath appeared and a fresh morn hath come. Today
from the wilderness the voice of the Burning Bush is raised,
proclaiming “He Who is the Lord of the Kingdom of Names
hath come!” The Mount of Sinai is witnessed in supreme joy,
for it converseth with its Beloved and drinketh from one cup
and partaketh of one food with the Lord of its desire. The
Promised City hath descended from the heaven of divine will,
and the Ancient Beauty is seen in the desert, crying “Here am
I! Here am I!”

Today the Covenant of Israel is renewed, and We have made
firm covenants with your fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
It had drawn so near unto extinction that weakness and de-
cline were nigh to seize it, but through one exalted word it
was strengthened again and made firm. When His holiness
Abraham was suspended in the air, the great angel came to
him and asked “Hast thou any need?” He replied “Not from
thee!” This word set all ablaze - weakness was transformed to
strength, silence to speech, and muteness to utterance.

O Children of Israel and heirs of Abraham and Moses! To-
day Jerusalem crieth out with most eloquent speech “The All-
Merciful hath come!” and in the wilderness declareth “Here
am I! Here am I!” Deprive not yourselves.

i O ‘Abdu’llah, thy letter hath attained Our presence and been

adorned with the light of appearance. We beseech God to assist
thee in that which causeth the fire to appear in the Tree of thy
Being. Hearken to the cry of Zion which with loudest voice
giveth glad tidings to all, yet the servants are deprived of the
ocean of knowledge, being occupied with self and heedless of
the Worshipped One. The sighs of Palestine have moved the
world of being, yet its children are seen to be bewildered and
perplexed.
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Moses with but one staff struck the kingdom of creation - weak-
ness took no hold of him and laxity found no way, for the very
soul of his soul was gladdened and rejoiced by the light of the
divine presence. Arise through divine power and heavenly wis-
dom, that perchance from the trees of existence the fruit of the
Tree of Sinai may appear and become manifest.

We beseech God to assist thee in that which is the cause of
fellowship and truth. He is the Mighty One Who hath ever
caused, and will forever cause, the rain of His special mercy
to shower from the clouds of grace upon the children of Abra-
ham and the heirs of Moses. Arise in the name of God, the
Lord of Hosts, and strive for the betterment and elevation of
the world, that they may attain to that which is the cause of
abiding immortality and everlasting life. We beseech God for
that which is the cause of guidance for the Israelites. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.

Glory and peace be upon those who have turned to Him and
have said “Praise be to Thee, O God of all who are in the
heavens and earths!”
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To: Mir Muhammad Bayk Farans
Date: 1309-09 [1892-Mar]

In My Name, which speaketh before the faces of all people!

Praise be unto the Lord of all creation, sanctified from all men-
tion and description, Who, through His complete power and
conquering might, hath transformed the prison of ‘Akka into
the Most Exalted Paradise. Blessed is he who hath beheld,
and blessed is he who hath attained to hear the warbling of
the birds of wisdom and utterance in the garden of true knowl-
edge. Say: O people of God! Know ye the worth of this Day.
Today the Lord of Destiny, from the Most Great Scene, calleth
unto all and inviteth them to the highest horizon. Blessed is
the soul that hath not been deprived of the outpourings of the
All-Bountiful in these days.

O thou who gazeth toward My horizon! Some time ago a glori-
ous Tablet was revealed in thy mention, wherein was recorded
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in detail thine encounter with the Dayspring of the ignorance
of the world. Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee! We testify
that thou didst seek out the Kaaba of God, the Help in Peril,
the Self-Subsisting, and didst traverse land and sea until thou
didst attain the spot which God hath made the circling-place
of the Concourse on High, the Most Glorious Paradise, and
the Most Exalted Garden, and didst hear the call of God, the
Lord of existence and the Educator of the seen and unseen.

We beseech God to illumine the friends of those regions with
the lights of the Sun of true unity. Until now the former people
have been numbered among the ungodly in the arena of the
people of unity. And in this Most Great Revelation, despite the
signs that have encompassed the world and a power and might
the like of which hath never been witnessed, we observe that
some who count themselves among the learned and insightful,
and whose mention hath even flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen, are still somewhat afflicted with vain imaginings. Say: My
God, my God! Sanctify Thy loved ones from idle fancies and
vain imaginings, and illumine them with the lights of the Day-
Star of Thy Revelation. Then send down upon them from the
clouds of Thy grace that which will draw them nigh unto Thee,
and assist them to stand firm in the Greater Steadfastness, that
the doubts of the people and the idle fancies of the nations and
the vain imaginings of those who have denied Thy proof and
Thy testimony and have rejected Thy bounty may not cause
them to slip. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

While We were walking in the house and speaking of the mys-
teries of the Revelation, the Greater Branch entered with what
thou hadst sent to him and to Ism-i-Jud, and read them be-
fore Our face. We have answered thee with this clear Tablet.
Convey My greetings to all the loved ones. Say: Today it be-
hooveth all to protect the servants, according to their capacity,
from former superstitions. Today the ocean of grace is surging
and the sun of justice is shining and manifest. Blessed is the
soul that hath preserved itself through the Name of Truth and
hath arisen to aid the Cause. Such a one is of the people of
Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark. Say: O peo-
ple of God! This is the Day of assistance, and assistance hath
been and shall be through utterance. We beseech God to aid
all and illumine them with the lights of the Day-Star of Reve-
lation. He is the Powerful, the Mighty. There is no God but
Him, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious. The glory shin-
ing from the horizon of the heaven of My kingdom be upon
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thee and upon those who are with thee and who love thee and
hearken to thy word in this irrevocable and mighty Cause.

BH09604

To: Muhammad Ali Afnan son of Habib Afnan
Date: 1309-09 [1892-Mar]

In the name of Him Whom God hath made a proof unto all
who are in the heavens and on earth!

2 O son of My Afnan who soared in My atmosphere and attained
My presence and drank the choice wine of My utterance and
established for himself a station beneath My shadow! We bear
witness that he is among those who have attained in My per-
spicuous Book, and We have ordained for him that which the
treasuries of the world and all that the kings and rulers possess
cannot equal. Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Glorious Name, whereby the limbs of the
idolaters were made to quake, to ordain for me through Thy
Most Exalted Pen that which will profit me in all the worlds
of Thy worlds and preserve me from the evil of Thine ene-
mies. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the
All-Bountiful.
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BHO04472

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ¢ [1891-1892]

He speaks, and His word is the truth: Blessed is he and joy be
unto him, for he has attained unto My service throughout all
his days. Verily We make mention of him and My handmaiden
and My leaf who has attained unto her relationship to My
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Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. And We make mention of
the beloved upon him be My glory and those with him...

BH10542

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or11098.0317

BHO02460

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

Glorified be God! From one perspective, all things are seen to
be in motion, assisting and guiding; while from another view,
the greatest genus and highest species remain heedless and
veiled. A tree stands manifest and evident before the mansion
- by the life of our Purpose and your Purpose - its leaves moving
in such a way as to captivate the heart of every seeing one and
awaken every heedless one. A few years ago, two movements
appeared from it which were truly the cause of wonderment to
people of understanding. In one instant, it fell to the ground
from the force of violent winds, and in another instant, through
the confirmation of other winds, it rose up and leaned against
another tree. Glory be to God, again glory be to God! The
movements of things increase the blindness of those without
vision, while bestowing a new adornment upon the awakened
ones.

The cause and reason for this mention was the letter of that
spiritual beloved, for after its presence, perusal and reading,
I became aware of that beloved’s remembrance and my own
heedlessness, and I lamented. With lamentation and yearning
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it was presented before the Face and He said - may our spirits
be sacrificed for Him: “O Rida, upon thee be the peace of God,
the Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven. Thy letter arrived
and thy call was heard. Blessed art thou, and blessed be thy
cry and thy yearning in the love of God, thy Lord and the Lord
of thy forebears. We beseech God to protect thee and to aid
thee with the hosts of the seen and the unseen, and to send
down upon thee from the clouds of mercy the rains of blessing
and grace, and to ordain for thee the good of the hereafter
and this world, and to provide thee with what He hath written
for His chosen ones and His trusted ones. Verily He is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, and the Most Merciful of the
merciful. And We beseech Him to preserve the beloved and
those who love thee, and to exalt him through His Name for
His service. Verily He is powerful over all things.”

O beloved of my heart! The letter arrived and was presented.
Perfect kindness was manifest. In truth it brought this evanes-
cent one to the world of remembrance. Furthermore, God is
witness and aware of what the hosts of love accomplished and
how the banners of remembrance held sway. The servant be-
seeches his Lord to grant him your meeting and presence, and
to confirm him and you in what He loves and is pleased with.
He is the Purpose in the hereafter and this world. Glory and
praise be upon you and upon those with you and those who
love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds. And
praise be to God, the Purpose of the mystics.

5 They said that if Mirza Mahmud and Rida would come one
day with their father, it would be beloved. This is glad tidings
from the servant to you.
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BHO02602

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful

Praise be to the Lord of all mention and the Manifestor of
mysteries, sanctified above all remembrance and thought, Who
hath sent down the verse and made manifest the bounty. The
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purpose of this bounty hath been the appearance of mercy,
and from mercy the gathering of the community, and from
gathering and assembly the unity of hearts and oneness of souls,
and from this unity and oneness mutual assistance, that all
servants might become as one soul and all lands as one region.
May all spirits be sacrificed for His will, for there hath been
and is no purpose save unity, fellowship, accord and love. We
hope that all may attain to that which He loveth and pleaseth.

O thou who walkest with the Wronged One! The letter which
thou didst send to this servant was heard and attained the
honor of acceptance, and the promise of the Beloved’s bounty.
The matter of the garden of Na’mayn and the appointed day
depends upon that honored one. Convey on behalf of the
Wronged One greetings to the handmaiden of God, the Leaf,
his wife, upon her be the Glory of God. Say: Blessed art thou
and joy be unto thee. We beseech God to adorn thee with
that which will cause the devoted women in the most exalted
chambers to remember thee, and to exalt thee through His
Name amongst His handmaidens and leaves. Verily He is the
Almighty, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

The letter of the beloved, upon him be My Glory and
loving-kindness, was seen. From every word thereof wafted
the fragrance of sincerity and devotion. What he mentioned
somewhat lightened the sorrows that have befallen Us. None
knoweth what hath befallen the Wronged One save God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. That honored one is aware
what was the bounty from the Wronged One’s part and what
was the enmity from those people. In any case, the letter of
the beloved, upon him be My Glory, was read by all, and it
contained the glad tidings of the well-being of the emigrants
and of thy visitation which thou didst perform by proxy the
day before - this was accepted. Give him the glad tidings of
My remembrance of him and My turning toward him from this
distant shore. God willing, may he hold fast to the counsels
of the Wronged One and strive diligently in the acquisition of
sciences and arts, for knowledge and wisdom are two shining
ornaments for the head and brow. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to adorn him with that which will make
him honored among His servants. We make mention of all the
leaves and children of the household, and We beseech from
God bounty for each one. Taraz Effendi, upon him be My
Glory, hath been and is remembered. The Glory be upon you,
and the mercy of God, and His blessings.
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BHO09738

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

My Lord, my Lord! Thou seest Thy servant Rida standing
firm in Thy service and speaking forth Thy praise, and Thou
knowest that in the early days he was with the Wronged One
and emigrated with Him until he arrived in the prison. He
hath reached maturity beneath Thy shadow and in Thy service.
I beseech Thee to send down upon him from the heaven of
Thy bounty the grace of Thy generosity and the table of Thy
munificence. Then send down healing from Thy presence upon
my leaf and his daughter, and purify her from every disease
and illness. We testify that healing is by Thy command and
in Thy grasp. There is no God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Generous, and Thou art the Kind, the Merciful.
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BHO09821

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

He is God!

Regarding the stone - verily it is necessary that it be fashioned.
The Branch wrote “Glory be upon those who act and upon
those who have acted in the path of the Lord of the worlds.”

As for thy desire to attain the presence - thou art welcome, the
door is open and He Who is beseeched responds.

And concerning what thou mentioned about divine confirma-
tion, assistance and compensation for what hath passed - verily
He is the Protector of every beneficent one and every sincere
and trustworthy one. He will compensate for what hath passed,
for He is the Kind, the Generous.

As for the almonds - their time hath not yet come; let them
remain with thee.
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And as for the gaz - We have sent it to thee; use it as thou
pleasest, though the Wronged One preferreth it pure, without
almonds.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

O thou who hast dawned from the horizon of faithfulness! My
Branch hath appeared before Me and read what thou didst
send. We perceived from him the fragrance of devotion and
the most great steadfastness. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, that there may be manifested from thee and
from those who are with thee that which will guide the people
to the path of righteousness. They have sought permission to
attain Our presence. We beseech God to grant thee what thou
hast desired from the heaven of His bounty and the ocean of
His bestowals. He is the Mighty. Peace and remembrance and
glory be upon thee and upon those in thy household, from God,
the Lord of all men.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

He is God, exalted be He!

Praise be to God Who has aided His servant to be content
with His good-pleasure in service to His Cause, and enabled

him to circle round His precincts and dwell in His presence.

We beseech Him to open before his face and that of his son
the gates of grace, bounty and bestowal. Verily, He is the Lord
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of all beings, the Lord of the throne on high and of the earth
below.

BH10462

To: Aqa Siyyid Asadullah
Date: 1309 ? [1891-1892]

He is the One Who speaks before the faces of all men

2 O Siyyid Asadu’llah! We beseech God that He may aid thee to
be steadfast in this Most Great Announcement and enable thee
to achieve that which befits His days. Say: Praise be unto Thee
for having sent down to me from the heaven of Thy utterance
the signs of Thy generosity and grace. I beseech Thee by the
Light that shone forth from the horizon of Sinai and by the
Fire which Thou didst manifest from the Tree of Revelation,
to make me firm in Thy love, steadfast in Thy Cause, and
speaking in Thy praise. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Unconstrained.
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To: Haji Siyyid Javad Yazdi, in Ard-i-Sijn
Date: 1309-09-17 [1892-Apr-15]

All praise be to the one true God Who hath assisted His loved
ones to observe the Fast and hath aided them to fulfill that
which hath been decreed in the Book. In truth, ceaseless
praise and gratitude are due unto Him for having graciously
confirmed His loved ones to perform that which is the cause
of the exaltation of His Word. If a man possessed ten thou-
sand lives and offered them all to establish the truth of God’s
laws and commandments, he would still be beholden unto Him,
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since whatsoever proceedeth from His irresistible decree serveth
solely to benefit His friends and loved ones....

BRL_IOPF#1.18x

BHO00603

To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan, in Bombay
Date: 1309-09-19 [1892-Apr-17]

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

Praise be to God, that the bounty of verses hath been made
manifest and the feast of clear proofs hath been sent down.
Pure hearts and souls have been adorned with the wondrous
ornament of fellowship. Praise befitteth the Lord of existence
and the Educator of the seen and unseen, Whose remembrance
knoweth no pause and Whose utterance no barrier can restrain.
His Will is triumphant and His Purpose all-encompassing. Ex-
alted be His might, sublime be His majesty, glorified be His
sovereignty. There is no God but Him.

In these days, although news of the health and well-being of
your honor and the honored Afnans - upon them be the glory
of God and His favors - is manifest and evident in the realm of
the Lord of religions, yet fresh mention hath another sweetness
and delight. Some time ago your esteemed letter arrived like a
spiritual messenger. Indeed, both joy and sorrow were evident
from it. Its joy dispelled the melancholy of the realms of grief
and weariness, while its sorrow added to the sadness of these
days. However, since these tribulations, afHlictions, losses and
upheavals have occurred in the days of the Peerless Beloved and
in His most exalted path, they are in truth the dawning-place
of the world’s joy and the dayspring of the nations’ delight
- if the world and its peoples should attain, or if we should
attain, to the recognition of this station. The Command is in
God’s hand - He doeth whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth
whatsoever He desireth.

After reading and reviewing, we proceeded to the presence of
the Lord of creation. After permission was granted, it was
presented and achieved the honor of being heard by the Lord
of all being. This is what was revealed in reply from God, the
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Lord of the beginning and the end. Exalted be His utterance
and sublime be His proof:

In His Name, the One Who prevaileth over all names

i O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One and who

standeth before the Gate! Hearken unto that which the Lord
of Lords uttereth from His abode. Verily He attracteth thee,
draweth thee nigh, delivereth thee from the sorrows and vicis-
situdes of the world, and maketh thee one who speaketh His
praise, who turneth toward the lights of His countenance, and
who standeth firm in the service of His Cause both at eventide
and at dawn.

Today from the Dawning-Place of the Supreme Pen, the Sun of
steadfastness hath risen and shone forth, and from the Source
of utterance the river of divine knowledge floweth. Blessed is
he who hath found and partaken thereof, and woe unto the
heedless.

The True One, exalted be His glory, hath in this Most Holy,
Most Exalted Day manifested Himself through all names.
Blessed is the servant who hath inhaled the fragrance of His
utterance and attained unto that which was recorded by the
Pen of Revelation in the Scriptures and Tablets.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
This exalted Word was previously revealed from the tongue of
the Lord of the Kingdom of Names, and again at this manifest
hour it hath appeared. The Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree
were created for the service of the Cause. In all conditions
and circumstances they must hold fast unto that which will
cause its exaltation and elevation, and the manifestation of
that which is now hidden from minds and eyes.

O My Afnan! By the life of God! Soon shall be revealed that
which hath been inscribed by the Pen of the Ancient of Days.
The Mother Book beareth witness unto this. Today thou must
hold fast unto those means which cause the upliftment of the
Word and the advancement of existence, and which become
the cause of attraction and enkindlement and the eagerness of
those who have turned to God and are filled with longing.

In the Tablet of the World this exalted Word was revealed: “O
My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.”
The pavilion of God’s Cause is mighty. It hath encompassed
and will continue to encompass all the peoples of the world.
The day is your day, and a thousand tablets bear witness. Arise
to assist the Cause, and with the hosts of utterance occupy
yourselves with the conquest of the hearts and souls of the
people of the world.
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That Afnan must, in these days, hold fast unto that which
is the cause of joy and gladness to the peoples of the world.
Be not grieved by loss and the like, for the cause and occasion
thereof hath been failure to turn unto the command of the Com-
mander; and the cause of such failure to turn hath been the
pardon and bounty of the Desire of all the worlds. Thereunto
bear witness My books, My scrolls, My Tablets, and whatso-
ever We have sent down in this Prison which God hath made
the loftiest of stations.

And this loss likewise, since its source and causes have been
of this world, hath not been, nor is it, worthy of sorrow; for
perchance this very loss may prove the means of blessing and
the occasion of ease for the peoples of the world. Even as,
toward the close of the reign of the late king, Fath-‘Ali Shah—
may God have mercy upon him—some hurt and injury befell
My father each day, and none was aware of the wisdom and
mystery thereof, until at length the divine Purpose and the
lordly Will did, in some measure, rend the veil, and the reason
and cause thereof became manifest and clear as the light of
the sun; for had those conditions remained, the manifestation
of this Cause from the Dayspring of Proof would have been
difficult.

In brief, with thy Lord are the treasures of knowledge. Grieve
not, neither fear. Rejoice with My Most Great Gladness, and
be made glad through the joy of thy Lord, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. That which is needful today are such means
as have been and are the cause of the drawing nigh of men.
Had the servants of God in other lands acted according to
that whereunto the people of Baha in the Most Great Prison
have acted, by now the greater part of mankind would have
turned unto God and attained unto that which is the cause of
everlasting life in the Paradise of utterance.

5 In Muharram and in the blessed month of Ramadan, the True

One hath acted, and still acteth, in such wise as is meet and
seemly. Say: O people of Baha! Take hold of the Book of
God with strength derived from Him, and then act according
thereto. Verily, He shall protect you and guard you through
His sovereignty, and shall exalt you by His Name among His
servants. He, in truth, is the Mighty, the All-Bounteous.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the blood that hath
been shed in Thy path, and by that which hath befallen the
Manifestation of Thyself in the Land of Ta through the tyranny
of Thine enemies and the injury inflicted by the wicked ones
among Thy creatures, to aid Thy servants to turn unto Thee
and to arise to serve Thy Cause. Verily Thou art powerful over

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

NSVPPARNNI E O W IV TR
ol O ey [A3la] G932 u\ Jlal

)vd’j('“\c\/lcj°3j’f\fbd’)’

)5S S a 0Ll 5 pate slas
A”.' (5.).5\ u>v-»” [BF d on\ Lej u";”)
Pl el oo

Ls bl 5 s O - Sl o
A 8w ey oy O Y ooy
osire oLl dge Ayl s adlos ;;f é\c
£ EarP s G2 pn A Al a0l Lo
m\(\;ﬁﬂ,%&w;\@,\)w Ay
S A1 Ly Cade s M s ST
AL o5 dle o cle 5 w42 Wz
o5th Slwl OFsla L & 028 245

Y)dﬁyrﬂ\ L\}&)Aﬁ&&)b
uﬂbjﬂ‘; J\f\“u’ﬂcﬁ‘&
jb)sf\m)osjuﬂbujmwf

)JS&L.A:JMJ,«"&\JLGJ%
ulo)\éjf\d\odwbubw\ufvh;\

W))J)DW&L)-\JJNAD}‘J‘
"\‘J‘:‘{:‘ ;bw‘dlt

L G b Oliaes Sl ole s 02 0
Lo il o b 8 et 5 0358 JE 2
;ﬁaéé\@\,w”gmys;@myg
:“E‘ oole (g asly g*’bu wlaks ;“ﬁ;

PN

¢ Fadl Lol L A b
u")‘éM{db&—’»uJ&%‘
O Sds 12 2 5 Sl b e Sl
do ekl s S g o ol as
VT b e il ol K Sl dess

JLadl 5l ol VI 4

146



19

Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00603

whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the All-Munificent.

7 The Glory shining and gleaming from the horizon of the heaven

of My bounty be upon you, O My Afnans, and upon those who
have quaffed the wine of divine knowledge from the chalice of
My utterance and who hearken unto your words concerning
this manifest Cause and this mighty Announcement.

Praise, glory, remembrance and thanksgiving be unto God, for
in these days when the fire of sorrows was kindled from all
directions and the light of the Cause was concealed, the Lord
of all beings was occupied with the mention of His loved ones.
Such bounty hath appeared in the world as hath no peer or
likeness. In these blessed days, at all times, the tongue of
Grandeur speaketh and maketh mention of His pre-existing
mercy and all-encompassing favor, and He hath ordained for
His loved ones that which no tongue or pen can describe. The
servant beseecheth Him to protect His loved ones from the
oppression of the oppressors, the malice of the ungodly, and
the wrath of the transgressors. Verily, He hath power over all
things.

They had expressed anxiety over the vicissitudes of the times
and the straitening of circumstances. After these were pre-
sented, these exalted words were revealed from the Kingdom
of Utterance - exalted be His utterance and magnificent His
proof: O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Such matters are among the conditions of the days
of Revelation. A Cause of which all people were heedless in
its early days must needs give rise to clamor, discord and up-
heaval. However, afterwards all shall be transformed by the
command of the True Ordainer: tyranny into justice, agitation
into tranquility, remoteness into nearness, denial into accep-
tance, aversion into attraction, poverty into wealth, and want
into abundance. All this was decreed by thy Lord as an irre-
vocable fate. Didst thou but know what hath been ordained
for thee and for those with thee, thou wouldst soar on the
wings of longing and find thyself firmly established, steadfast,
well-anchored and joyous in this firm, mighty and wise Cause.

Ye should conduct yourself in such wise as to cause the hearts
and souls to be attracted and enkindled. Hearken unto the
counsel of the Wronged One: verily it will protect thee, deliver
thee, and exalt thy station both outwardly and inwardly. Thy
Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

At all times should ye rejoice in the special favors of God, ex-
alted be His glory. In every word of the Divine utterances is
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concealed the water of life. They have ever drunk and con-
tinue to drink therefrom. Henceforth, however, they must fix
their gaze upon His commandments and ordinances, and cleave
instantly to whatsoever is enjoined. God willing, may that as-
sembly ever be warmed and enkindled through your presence.
This servant hath repeatedly besought this from God, exalted
be His glory, and continueth to do so. Verily He is the Hearer,

the Answerer.

O honored one, his eminence the Afnan, the esteemed Haji
Siyyid Muhammad, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God! You have ever been and continue to be remembered.
This servant conveys greetings, glorification and radiance to
you and to all the other honored Afnans of the Sacred Tree
- upon them be all His most glorious splendor - and to the
friends of God and the friends of the friends of God. I submit
my petition and beseech from the Mine of Generosity, for each
one, that which is everlasting and eternal. Verily our Lord is
the Answerer and the Fulfiller of the needs of those who are
near and those who are sincere. Glory and remembrance and
praise be upon your honor and upon those who love you and
who hearken to your words concerning the Cause of our Lord
and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and
the earth.
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To: Abu’l-Fadail Gulpaygani
Date: 1309-10-29 [1892-May-27]

In the name of the one true God!

Praise, sanctified above mention and utterance, befitteth the
Purpose of all creation, Who with one blessed and most exalted
Word weighed and judged the world by the balance of justice.
From this Word at times floweth the Kawthar of eternity, and
at times the breathings of the Holy Spirit are diffused there-
from. It is the River of Life unto all who dwell in the realm of
possibility, and it is the Sign of the Ancient of Days amidst the
peoples and the Dawning-Place of inspiration for the attraction
of all beings. Exalted be its power, exalted be its sovereignty,
and all-encompassing be its light through its manifestation!
The trumpet was sounded and they that lay in their graves
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arose, and through its orientation all created things turned to
the lights of the Countenance, and through its movement all
contingent beings were moved in the precincts of the Throne.

O Fadl! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of Justice.
At all times in the Most Great Prison thou hast been and
art remembered by the Pen and Tongue of the Ancient Lord.
Praise be to God that thou hast drunk the choice wine of
utterance from the hand of bounty in the name of the Lord of
Religions. This is the day of assistance. Blessed is he whom
neither the pharaohs of the people nor the tyrants of the age
have prevented from rendering assistance. Thou art he whom
neither the clamor of the barking ones nor the might of the
oppressors deterred. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be
He, to make thee an assistant to His Faith, a guardian of His
remembrance, and one who standeth firm in service to His
mighty Cause. Thus hath the Tongue of Certitude spoken in
the Kingdom of Utterance, as a grace from God, the Lord of
this wondrous Day.

When thou receivest My Tablet and findest from it the fra-
grance of My utterance, say: My God, my God! Unto Thee be
glory, for having guided me unto the horizon of Thy manifes-
tation, illumined me with the lights of Thy grace and mercy,
caused me to speak forth Thy praise, and shown me the signs
of Thy Pen. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom of Names
and Creator of earth and heaven, by the rustling of the Divine
Lote-Tree and by Thy most sweet utterance whereby the real-
ities of all things were attracted, to elevate me through Thy
Name amongst Thy servants. I am he who hath sought at all
times to stand before the gate of Thy bounty and to attain
the presence before the throne of Thy justice. O Lord! Cast
not away him who hath clung to the cord of Thy nearness,
and withhold not him who hath sought Thy most exalted sta-
tion, the supreme summit, and the ultimate end - the station
wherein the atoms cry out with most eloquent utterance: “The
dominion, the kingdom, the grandeur and the might belong to
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower!”

5 O Fadl! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. In-
form the friends that this is the Day of Utterance. The people
of the world must be guided by the hosts of wisdom and proof,
and be led to the shore of the ocean of recognition. The Cause
of God is greater than every great thing. In the Tablet of
the World this most exalted Word hath been revealed from
the Most Exalted Pen: “Through the movement of the Most
Exalted Pen a new spirit of inner meanings was breathed by
the command of the True Commander into the bodies of words,
and its effects are visible and manifest in all things of the world.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o 511 A S g5 gt 5 55
A il O S 2 S 2

e o>l Sl il e b L
o8 Sl au,g;,-\ plisl o s JIp)
G s oy ) R s 5 02y S
S e el Sl Sl el Lok
s el Belp wn b ol b s
Do S bo ol ol gl 35k
5 SO A Jed B 5 Y el
A of3 Bl s ol Sag O Ul
O Ol sl SIS ol o ol B e
s Sl bl gl oo Shimb 0Ll & 50a

e esd

Sl e de Sday 5 msh 3 13 Rd
B s kLIS A A B
5 Samy 5 S sk Fos s S
St KB ) 5 S ikl
P ijv\ A eV oK Sl
Jo Y Sy 5 gl sy iz Lol
s O LV gl 4 4 el
5 QWG b Gl U Sl oy Sl
plel piadl 5 S b o pL ALY
&:mfysﬁ\(;)d\&x:sﬂf
&UAWLGJS‘C'-?V;&}&‘%
Pl gl W 5 Ul 500 eV
5 SO mal SUI sols 4
o) sl b gl Adaall 5 o S

oLl

T Wl Gle 5 Ol S Jab b 5
Jol Ol s CRo sy b Sy oy py
o\) lefﬁ k}m} _‘.}C C,:\.,\A b dKﬂ\
gswf;\djt&\és;\uc¢w@\ya
sleorl s i ol ol Glas dyder s
fle bl ma ) BT 5 as s LI
géj\fr.lé.p\ Oulay cudy ) T 5 all

paid ok odd ()l phel ol

149



Vol. 100: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka, year 1308-1309 A.H. (1890-1892) part II

BH00902

This is the Most Great Glad-Tidings that hath flowed from the
Pen of the Most Great Name. Blessed are they that are endued
with true understanding.”

i When thou perceivest the breathings of revelation and art

seized by the lights of the Countenance, say: Praise be unto
Thee, O my God, for having guided me unto the horizon of Thy
manifestation and made me to be mentioned by Thy Name. I
beseech Thee by the dawning of the lights of the Sun of Thy

Ksdsl gl Sl Doy 131 S
g\w»ué\uwgﬁyw\ \,\
4.4. ULD}C 9 &LE.P wﬁ" ‘)‘}a\ ung

S L\ 121 il \
bounty and the waves of the ocean of Thy generosity to ordain 2 g “i G 2o S5
in my utterance a trace of Thy most exalted Word, whereby il S ‘L‘“\j‘ u" f}ff"\’*‘] L’lf”
the realities of all things may be attracted. Verily, Thou art i ) &9"- Ll o ocall
the Powerful over what Thou willest through Thy mighty and BLIB Or15690.100., BLIB Orl15728.147.
wondrous Word. BRL DA#0( ADM3#133x  p.150,
BRL APBH#05x, BRL APBH#06x, ADJ.080x, SW_v14#06 p.166x, ADM37£134 p.151x, PYB7£122 p.04x
BLO_PT#072x, JHT__S#004
BHO00902
To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al., in Shiraz

Date: 1309-12-047 [1892-Jun-30]

In the Name of Him Who is seated upon the Throne of “He
doeth as He willeth!”

This is a Book from God, the Lord of Names, to the peo-
ple of Baha who speak not except that which the Tongue of
Grandeur and Glory hath spoken, and who follow not every
lying pretender. These are they who have quaffed the wine
of steadfastness through the bounty of their Lord, the Chosen
One.

Soon shall ye hear the call of a cawing crow; pay no heed to
him but rather leave him to himself, turning unto the Qiblih
of all horizons.

The proof hath been perfected through this proof which hath
appeared in truth, and the lights have culminated in this hori-
zon wherefrom hath dawned the Sun of grandeur and power.
Blessed is the soul that educateth the servants through the or-
dinances of God which have been sent down in the Scriptures
and Tablets.

Say: Were someone to appear every day, the Cause of God
would not be established in the cities and lands.
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This, truly, is a Revelation which revealeth itself only once
every five hundred thousand years. Thus have We removed
the barrier and lifted the veils.

Blessed is he who hath recognized the purpose of God - whoso
knoweth it, his heart rejoiceth and he remaineth steadfast in
the Cause in such wise that all creation cannot deflect him
therefrom. We have disclosed in this Tablet one of the mys-
teries of this Revelation, and have concealed that which is hid-
den lest the clamor of the ungodly be raised. By God! None
hath comprehended it save according to his capacity. Should
a soul discover the fragrance of this Raiment, he would be so
attracted as to soar beyond contingent existence. Were We to
expound what We have revealed in this Tablet, all the pens
would not suffice, nor would oceans of ink be adequate. De-
spite this condition which transcendeth thought, thou hearest
what the people of error speak concerning Me. We have un-
veiled unto thee a mystery from the mysteries as a grace from
Us upon thee, that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

O My Name! We have revealed in most of the Tablets that
the Cause is mighty, mighty indeed. Yet none hath reflected
upon its greatness save whom thy Lord, the Mighty, the Be-
stower, hath willed. We have left the people of idle fancies to
wander in the wilderness of self and passion, that they might oc-
cupy themselves with the vain imaginings they possess. Verily
thy Lord is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted. The banner
of “There is none other God but Him” hath been raised, yet
they speak that which they have heard from every ignorant
multitude. Thus have We given thee glad-tidings through the
Word which hath appeared in the raiment of innovation be-
tween earth and heaven. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
Who hast encompassed me with Thy grace and reminded me
of that wherewith Thou hast not reminded the chosen ones.

Know thou that the Tablet of Laws hath been sent down from
the Dayspring of the revelation of thy Lord. We shall soon
send it in truth as a command from Us. Verily thy Lord is
the Protector, the Chosen One. We have also revealed unto
thee a Tablet before this and sent it through another channel,
that thou mayest be assured that His mention hath preceded
all mention. We beseech God to assist thee in promoting His
Cause and to enable thee to do that which He loveth and which
pleaseth Him at all times. The glory be upon thee and upon
those who speak that which the Tongue of the Bayan hath
spoken at the midmost heart of creation. There is none other
God but Him, the Mighty, the Protector, the One, the Single,
the Powerful, the All-Compelling.
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In the Name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

I bear witness that He hath testified for His Own Self that He
cannot be known through aught else but Him, nor can He be
comprehended save through Himself. O God! With what face
shall I turn to Thy Kingdom of Abha, and with what tongue
shall T supplicate and implore Thee? O my God! This sinful
servant hath borne every transgression, sin and iniquity that
falleth within the compass and reckoning of Thy knowledge.
Yet with utmost boldness and assurance he standeth at the
door of Thy hope, seeking Thy pardon and forgiveness, and
beseeching Thy ancient and wondrous grace and bounty. Verily
Thou art the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, and verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Lord of surpassing grace.

O my God! In this state, having closed mine eyes to myself
- for verily I possess neither profit nor harm, neither life nor
resurrection for my own self - I make representation to Thy
chosen ones, Thy pure ones and Thy loved ones. Since in
God’s Most Holy Book, the Most Holy, and in the Tablets
revealed in Iraq, and in the wondrous and sublime Scriptures
and Tablets of this land, mention hath been made of the rising
of the croaking in the cities and regions, therefore that hidden
and treasured Tablet which some years ago was revealed from
the heaven of the Most Glorious Will - exalted be His glory
- in the name of His Holiness the Name of God, Mihdi, upon
him be all the most glorious glory of Abha, hath been written
and sent at the beginning of this letter, that the friends of the
All-Merciful may exert their utmost effort in preserving and
protecting the House of God’s Manifest Cause, the Lord of all
worlds, and may safeguard the weak ones. Verily our Lord is
the Helper, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Furthermore, a matter whose clarification is among the most
momentous and important of affairs is that this servant heard
a rumor that some of the friends in outlying regions have imag-
ined that the letters sent in the name of this servant to them
and other friends were - God forbid - jointly authored, mean-
ing that what was written expressly from the tongue of the
True One, exalted be His glory, was from the True One, while
the letter’s beginning, from the point of “In the Name of our
Lord”, and the opening exordium and prayers, up to the point
of [words such as] “what you had sent was presented to the
Supreme Horizon and Most Exalted Summit, and attained the
honor of being heard before the countenance of the Lord of
Names, and in response these exalted words were revealed from
the Source of verses, exalted be His glory and universal be His
favors” - that such passages were authored by this servant.
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I seek God’s forgiveness from this great idolatry! How could
one who is mute speak before the Kingdom of Utterance?
Glory be to my Lord that I should be among the idolaters!
Likewise, after the word “end”, the passages that were
recorded subsequently were all from the True One, exalted
be His glory. 1 briefly submit that not a single word was
from this servant - all were revealed from the Kingdom of
God, my Lord and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in
heaven and on earth. At all times, letters that were in this
servant’s name were, after permission, read in the Most Holy
and Most Exalted Presence, and He would command “Take
up the pen,” and all responses from beginning to end would
be revealed from the blessed mouth and recorded. And this
was not specific to this servant; rather, repeatedly there was
revealed from the Tongue of Grandeur, in the voice of those
circling round and about Him, that which was a clear book
for all the worlds.

Now we must all have mercy upon ourselves and the Cause
of God, lest any word be uttered that might again lay the
foundation of a new idolatry upon the earth. May God protect
us and you, O community of believers, from such thoughts
and imaginings. I am naught but a recording servant in His
presence, and the Speaker is God, my Lord, the Utterer, the
Revealer, the All-Knowing, the Ancient of Days.

The Glory and the Remembrance and the Praise be upon you,
O people of Baha and companions of the Crimson Ark, and
praise be to God, the Lord of the Throne and earth, and the
Master of the hereafter and the former times.

The servant On the 4th of Dhi’l-Hajjih al-Haram, in the year
1309.

BRL__ATBH#13x
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Words spoken shortly before His ascension
To: Nabil-i-A’zam
Date: 1309-10 ca. [1892-May]

Had this Cause been revealed in the West, had Our verses
been sent from the West to Persia and other countries of the
East, it would have become evident how the people of the Oc-
cident would have embraced Our Cause. The people of Persia,
however, have failed to appreciate it.

GPB.253x

BHUO0031

Words spoken to members of the household
Date: 1309-10-26 [1892-May-235]

I am well-pleased and satisfied with all of you, for you have ren-
dered service and labored strenuously. Morning and evening
you came and showed forth faithfulness. You endured every
oppression and bore every ordeal. God willing, may you be
assisted and confirmed. Rise up in unity and accord to exalt
the Cause of the Lord of creation, for divine confirmations are
with you and the power of the Holy Spirit sustains you. With
mine own hand I have written all that is required concerning
the duties and obligations of everyone and have entrusted it to
the Most Great Branch.

STOB.108-109 #143-144, GPB.222x
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Kitab-i-’Ahd (Book of the Covenant)

Although the Realm of Glory hath none of the vanities of the
world, yet within the treasury of trust and resignation We
have bequeathed to Our heirs an excellent and priceless her-
itage. Earthly treasures We have not bequeathed, nor have
We added such cares as they entail. By God! In earthly riches
fear is hidden and peril is concealed. Consider ye and call to
mind that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an:
‘Woe betide every slanderer and defamer, him that layeth up
riches and counteth them.” Fleeting are the riches of the world;
all that perisheth and changeth is not, and hath never been,
worthy of attention, except to a recognized measure.

The aim of this Wronged One in sustaining woes and tribula-
tions, in revealing the Holy Verses and in demonstrating proofs
hath been naught but to quench the flame of hate and enmity,
that the horizon of the hearts of men may be illumined with the
light of concord and attain real peace and tranquillity. From
the dawning-place of the divine Tablet the day-star of this ut-
terance shineth resplendent, and it behoveth everyone to fix
his gaze upon it: We exhort you, O peoples of the world, to
observe that which will elevate your station. Hold fast to the
fear of God and firmly adhere to what is right. Verily I say,
the tongue is for mentioning what is good, defile it not with
unseemly talk. God hath forgiven what is past. Hencefor-
ward everyone should utter that which is meet and seemly,
and should refrain from slander, abuse and whatever causeth
sadness in men. Lofty is the station of man! Not long ago this
exalted Word streamed forth from the treasury of Our Pen of
Glory: Great and blessed is this Day — the Day in which all
that lay latent in man hath been and will be made manifest.
Lofty is the station of man, were he to hold fast to righteous-
ness and truth and to remain firm and steadfast in the Cause.
In the eyes of the All-Merciful a true man appeareth even as a
firmament; its sun and moon are his sight and hearing, and his
shining and resplendent character its stars. His is the loftiest
station, and his influence educateth the world of being.

Every receptive soul who hath in this Day inhaled the fragrance
of His garment and hath, with a pure heart, set his face towards
the all-glorious Horizon is reckoned among the people of Baha
in the Crimson Book. Grasp ye, in My Name, the chalice of
My loving-kindness, drink then your fill in My glorious and
wondrous remembrance.
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O ye that dwell on earth! The religion of God is for love and
unity; make it not the cause of enmity or dissension. In the
eyes of men of insight and the beholders of the Most Sublime
Vision, whatsoever are the effective means for safeguarding
and promoting the happiness and welfare of the children of
men have already been revealed by the Pen of Glory. But the
foolish ones of the earth, being nurtured in evil passions and
desires, have remained heedless of the consummate wisdom of
Him Who is, in truth, the All-Wise, while their words and
deeds are prompted by idle fancies and vain imaginings.

O ye the loved ones and the trustees of God! Kings are the
manifestations of the power, and the daysprings of the might
and riches, of God. Pray ye on their behalf. He hath invested
them with the rulership of the earth and hath singled out the
hearts of men as His Own domain.

Conflict and contention are categorically forbidden in His Book.
This is a decree of God in this Most Great Revelation. It
is divinely preserved from annulment and is invested by Him
with the splendour of His confirmation. Verily He is the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

It is incumbent upon everyone to aid those daysprings of au-
thority and sources of command who are adorned with the
ornament of equity and justice. Blessed are the rulers and
the learned among the people of Baha. They are My trustees
among My servants and the manifestations of My command-
ments amidst My people. Upon them rest My glory, My bless-
ings and My grace which have pervaded the world of being. In
this connection the utterances revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas
are such that from the horizon of their words the light of di-
vine grace shineth luminous and resplendent.

O ye My Branches! A mighty force, a consummate power lieth
concealed in the world of being. Fix your gaze upon it and
upon its unifying influence, and not upon the differences which
appear from it.

The Will of the divine Testator is this: It is incumbent upon
the Aghsan, the Afnan and My Kindred to turn, one and all,
their faces towards the Most Mighty Branch. Consider that
which We have revealed in Our Most Holy Book: ‘When the
ocean of My presence hath ebbed and the Book of My Reve-
lation is ended, turn your faces toward Him Whom God hath
purposed, Who hath branched from this Ancient Root.” The
object of this sacred verse is none other except the Most Mighty
Branch [Abdu’l-Baha]. Thus have We graciously revealed unto
you Our potent Will, and I am verily the Gracious, the All-
Powerful. Verily God hath ordained the station of the Greater
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Branch [Muhammad Ali] to be beneath that of the Most Great
Branch [Abdu’l-Baha]. He is in truth the Ordainer, the All-
Wise. We have chosen ‘the Greater’ after ‘the Most Great’, as
decreed by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

) It is enjoined upon everyone to manifest love towards the Agh-

san, but God hath not granted them any right to the property
of others.

O ye My Aghsan, My Afnan and My Kindred! We exhort you
to fear God, to perform praiseworthy deeds and to do that
which is meet and seemly and serveth to exalt your station.
Verily I say, fear of God is the greatest commander that can
render the Cause of God victorious, and the hosts which best
befit this commander have ever been and are an upright char-
acter and pure and goodly deeds.

Say: O servants! Let not the means of order be made the
cause of confusion and the instrument of union an occasion
for discord. We fain would hope that the people of Baha may
be guided by the blessed words: ‘Say: all things are of God.
This exalted utterance is like unto water for quenching the fire
of hate and enmity which smouldereth within the hearts and
breasts of men. By this single utterance contending peoples
and kindreds will attain the light of true unity. Verily He
speaketh the truth and leadeth the way. He is the All-Powerful,
the Exalted, the Gracious.

It is incumbent upon everyone to show courtesy to, and have
regard for the Aghsan, that thereby the Cause of God may be
glorified and His Word exalted. This injunction hath time and
again been mentioned and recorded in the Holy Writ. Well is
it with him who is enabled to achieve that which the Ordainer,
the Ancient of Days hath prescribed for him. Ye are bidden
moreover to respect the members of the Holy Household, the
Afnan and the kindred. We further admonish you to serve all
nations and to strive for the betterment of the world.

That which is conducive to the regeneration of the world and
the salvation of the peoples and kindreds of the earth hath been
sent down from the heaven of the utterance of Him Who is the
Desire of the world. Give ye a hearing ear to the counsels of
the Pen of Glory. Better is this for you than all that is on the
earth. Unto this beareth witness My glorious and wondrous
Book.
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Ziyarat-Namih (Tablet of Visitation)

The praise which hath dawned from Thy most august Self,
and the glory which hath shone forth from Thy most effulgent
Beauty, rest upon Thee, O Thou Who art the Manifestation
of Grandeur, and the King of Eternity, and the Lord of all
who are in heaven and on earth! I testify that through Thee
the sovereignty of God and His dominion, and the majesty
of God and His grandeur, were revealed, and the Day-Stars
of ancient splendor have shed their radiance in the heaven of
Thine irrevocable decree, and the Beauty of the Unseen hath
shone forth above the horizon of creation. I testify, moreover,
that with but a movement of Thy Pen Thine injunction “Be
Thou” hath been enforced, and God’s hidden Secret hath been
divulged, and all created things have been called into being,
and all the Revelations have been sent down.

I bear witness, moreover, that through Thy beauty the beauty
of the Adored One hath been unveiled, and through Thy
face the face of the Desired One hath shone forth, and that
through a word from Thee Thou hast decided between all
created things, causing them who are devoted to Thee to
ascend unto the summit of glory, and the infidels to fall into
the lowest abyss.

I bear witness that he who hath known Thee hath known God,
and he who hath attained unto Thy presence hath attained
unto the presence of God. Great, therefore, is the blessedness
of him who hath believed in Thee, and in Thy signs, and hath
humbled himself before Thy sovereignty, and hath been hon-
ored with meeting Thee, and hath attained the good pleasure
of Thy will, and circled around Thee, and stood before Thy
throne. Woe betide him that hath transgressed against Thee,
and hath denied Thee, and repudiated Thy signs, and gainsaid
Thy sovereignty, and risen up against Thee, and waxed proud
before Thy face, and hath disputed Thy testimonies, and fled
from Thy rule and Thy dominion, and been numbered with
the infidels whose names have been inscribed by the fingers of
Thy behest upon Thy holy Tablets.

Walft, then, unto me, O my God and my Beloved, from the right
hand of Thy mercy and Thy loving-kindness, the holy breaths
of Thy favors, that they may draw me away from myself and
from the world unto the courts of Thy nearness and Thy pres-
ence. Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou, truly,
hast been supreme over all things.
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The remembrance of God and His praise, and the glory of God
and His splendor, rest upon Thee, O Thou who art His Beauty!
I bear witness that the eye of creation hath never gazed upon
one wronged like Thee. Thou wast immersed all the days of
Thy life beneath an ocean of tribulations. At one time Thou
wast in chains and fetters; at another Thou wast threatened by
the sword of Thine enemies. Yet, despite all this, Thou didst
enjoin upon all men to observe what had been prescribed unto
Thee by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

May my spirit be a sacrifice to the wrongs Thou didst suffer,

and my soul be a ransom for the adversities Thou didst sustain.

I beseech God, by Thee and by them whose faces have been
illumined with the splendors of the light of Thy countenance,
and who, for love of Thee, have observed all whereunto they
were bidden, to remove the veils that have come in between
Thee and Thy creatures, and to supply me with the good of this
world and the world to come. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty,
the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving, the
Most. Compassionate.

Bless Thou, O Lord my God, the Divine Lote-Tree and its
leaves, and its boughs, and its branches, and its stems, and its
offshoots, as long as Thy most excellent titles will endure and
Thy most august attributes will last. Protect it, then, from the
mischief of the aggressor and the hosts of tyranny. Thou art,
in truth, the Almighty, the Most Powerful. Bless Thou, also, O
Lord my God, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens who have
attained unto Thee. Thou, truly, art the All-Bountiful, Whose
grace is infinite. No God is there save Thee, the Ever-Forgiving,
the Most Generous.
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Study guide to this volume

If the first part of the 1890-92 writings is dominated by the Lawh-i-Dunya’s world-embracing social
ethic, this second part is shaped by a valedictory gravity. Two documents of foundational impor-
tance anchor the volume: the Bisharat (BH00568), Baha'u’llah’s final comprehensive statement of
His “glad-tidings” to the earth, and the Kitab-i-‘Ahd (BH00003), His Book of the Covenant — the
last will and testament in which He appoints ‘Abdu’l-Baha as His sole successor and Center of the
Covenant. Around these two centerpieces cluster shorter tablets that clarify matters of authority,
recordkeeping, and community discipline, together with oral recollections that give a vivid picture
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s role and anticipated world-mission. Written in the months before His passing in
May 1892, these texts carry a quality of finality and consolidation: the legislation is being assem-
bled, the succession is being secured, and the community is being prepared for the transition from
the direct presence of its Founder to its own governance under appointed authority.

The Fifteen Glad-Tidings: A Charter for Global Civilization

Key Passages

The first Glad-Tidings which the Mother Book hath, in this Most Great Revelation,
imparted unto all the peoples of the world is that the law of holy war hath been blotted
out from the Book. Glorified be the All-Merciful, the Lord of grace abounding, through
Whom the door of heavenly bounty hath been flung open in the face of all that are in
heaven and on earth. — BHO00568

The second Glad-Tidings: It is permitted that the peoples and kindreds of the world
associate with one another with joy and radiance. O people! Consort with the followers
of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship... The third Glad-Tidings concer-
neth the study of divers languages. This decree hath formerly streamed forth from the
Pen of the Most High: It behooveth the sovereigns of the world... or the ministers of
the earth to take counsel together and to adopt one of the existing languages or a new
one to be taught to children in schools throughout the world, and likewise one script.
Thus the whole earth will come to be regarded as one country. — BHO00568

The eighth Glad-Tidings: The pious deeds of the monks and priests among the followers
of the Spirit — upon Him be the peace of God — are remembered in His presence. In
this Day, however, let them give up the life of seclusion and direct their steps towards
the open world and busy themselves with that which will profit themselves and others...
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The ninth Glad-Tidings: When the sinner findeth himself wholly detached and freed
from all save God, he should beg forgiveness from God alone, since such confession
before the creatures leadeth to remorse and regret. God, exalted be His glory, is the
Forgiver, the Merciful, the Gracious. — BHO00568

Context for Study

The Bisharat (“Glad-Tidings”) was presented explicitly by Baha'u’llah as a gathering of ordinances
previously scattered across the Kitab-i-Aqdas, Ishraqat, Tajalliyat, and Tarazat — a deliberate act
of consolidation that gives the tablet a quasi-constitutional character. Each of the fifteen tidings
legislates a departure from established religious or social practice: holy war is abolished, monastic
seclusion is replaced by active engagement with the world, confession to clergy is replaced by di-
rect prayer to God, religious shunning is replaced by fellowships across traditions, nationalism is
replaced by world citizenship. This is a systematic dismantling of the institutional barriers that
have separated religious communities and legitimated religious violence. The first tiding — abo-
lition of holy war — is especially significant. In Islamic jurisprudence jihad has both inner and
outer dimensions; the outer dimension of armed struggle had been the legitimating principle for
centuries of religious expansion. Its categorical abolition in a text addressed to “all the peoples
of the world” announces a new dispensation in which religion’s relationship to political power and
violence is fundamentally reconceived. The eighth tiding’s address to monks and priests is compa-
rably bold: rather than condemning Christian monasticism, it praises its piety while redirecting
its energy from the cloister to the world. The ninth tiding’s abolition of sacramental confession
invites comparison with Protestant critiques of the confessional (Luther, Calvin) while arriving at
a different destination: the point is not to assert the priesthood of all believers but to insist on the
privacy and directness of the soul’s relationship to God.

Questions for Reflection

1. The abolition of holy war is placed first among the glad-tidings. What does this ordering
reveal about Baha'u’llah’s diagnosis of religion’s most dangerous failure? Compare with John
Howard Yoder’s The Politics of Jesus and with Islamic debates about the “greater” versus
“lesser” jihad.

2. The command to consort with all religions “in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship” is placed
immediately alongside the abolition of holy war. How do these two ordinances constitute a
single coherent vision of religious life in a pluralistic world?

3. Compare the ninth tiding’s abolition of confession to clergy with Luther’s sola gratia, with the
Eastern Orthodox tradition of startsy (spiritual fathers), and with the psychoanalytic practice
of confession in therapy. What is gained and what is potentially lost in each arrangement?

4. The eighth tiding praises the “pious deeds” of monks and priests while redirecting their voca-
tion to the world. Is this a supersession of monasticism, a transformation of it, or something
else? How does it compare with the Reformation’s dissolution of monastic institutions and
with Vatican II’s call for religious engagement with modernity?

5. How does the tablet’s structure as “glad-tidings” — announcements of liberation — reframe
the experience of religious obligation? What is the difference between receiving a law as a
command and receiving it as good news?
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The Book of the Covenant: Succession, Unity, and the Center of
the Faith

Key Passages

The aim of this Wronged One in sustaining woes and tribulations, in revealing the Holy
Verses and in demonstrating proofs hath been naught but to quench the flame of hate
and enmity, that the horizon of the hearts of men may be illumined with the light of
concord and attain real peace and tranquillity... We exhort you, O peoples of the world,
to observe that which will elevate your station. Hold fast to the fear of God and firmly
adhere to what is right. Verily I say, the tongue is for mentioning what is good, defile
it not with unseemly talk. God hath forgiven what is past. — BHO00003

O ye that dwell on earth! The religion of God is for love and unity; make it not the cause
of enmity or dissension. In the eyes of men of insight and the beholders of the Most
Sublime Vision, whatsoever are the effective means for safeguarding and promoting the
happiness and welfare of the children of men have already been revealed by the Pen of
Glory. — BHO00003

The Will of the divine Testator is this: It is incumbent upon the Aghsan, the Afnan and
My Kindred to turn, one and all, their faces towards the Most Mighty Branch. Consider
that which We have revealed in Our Most Holy Book: ‘When the ocean of My presence
hath ebbed and the Book of My Revelation is ended, turn your faces toward Him Whom
God hath purposed, Who hath branched from this Ancient Root.” The object of this
sacred verse is none other except the Most Mighty Branch [‘Abdu’l-Bahal... O ye My
Branches! A mighty force, a consummate power lieth concealed in the world of being.
Fix your gaze upon it and upon its unifying influence, and not upon the differences
which appear from it. — BHO00003

Context for Study

The Kitab-i-‘Ahd is one of the most consequential documents in Baha’i history: it is the text read
publicly after Baha’u’llah’s passing in May 1892, and it establishes the covenantal succession that
would shape the Faith’s history for the following century. Its appointment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha as the
“Most Mighty Branch” — “He Whom God hath purposed” — is not merely a matter of adminis-
trative succession but a theological act. The Covenant is framed as an extension of Baha’u’llah’s
entire mission: the aim of all His suffering and revelation was unity, and the document names the
institution through which that unity is to be preserved after His death. The explicit prohibition of
“conflict and contention” within the text of the succession document is itself significant: Baha’u’llah
anticipates the dangers of schism and preempts them by naming unity as both the goal and the
condition of legitimate authority. Students of religious history will recognize this structure from
other founding moments: Muhammad’s designation of ‘Ali at Ghadir Khumm (disputed) and the
subsequent Sunni-Shi’a split; Jesus’ naming of Peter as the rock on which the Church would be
built and the subsequent history of papal authority; the Buddha’s parinirvane and the councils
that followed. What is unusual about the Kitab-i-‘Ahd is the explicitness of the written appoint-
ment and the clarity of its anti-factional principle: focus on the “unifying influence,” not on the
“differences which appear from it.”
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Questions for Reflection

1.

The Kitab-i-‘Ahd declares that “the religion of God is for love and unity; make it not the
cause of enmity or dissension.” In the light of religious history, is this a realistic aspiration
or a tragic irony? What structural features of religious institutions tend to generate the very
divisions they were designed to prevent?

. Compare the appointment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha as “Most Mighty Branch” with the Christian

doctrine of apostolic succession, the Islamic debate over the Caliphate, and the Buddhist
dharma-transmission from master to disciple. What is similar in form, and what is theologi-
cally distinctive?

. The document commands its heirs to focus on the “unifying influence” and not on the dif-

ferences that arise from it. What spiritual disciplines and institutional arrangements would
be required to sustain this focus over generations? Where have other traditions succeeded or
failed at this?

Baha’u’llah declares that His entire mission of suffering and revelation aimed at “quenching
the flame of hate and enmity.” How does this retrospective framing of a prophetic mission as
fundamentally peace-making compare with the self-understanding of other prophetic figures?
Does it transform the meaning of the revelatory writings themselves?

. The text commands: “God hath forgiven what is past” What theology of forgiveness is

implicit in this declaration? Compare with Islamic ghufran, Christian absolution, and the
Jewish concept of teshuvah (return and forgiveness).

‘Abdu’l-Baha: Witness to an Anticipated World-Mission

Key Passages

In the days of the Abode of Peace, we ourselves would sit in the coffeechouse and meet
with people, both familiar and strangers... But in the Most Great Prison we have met
with no one and have completely closed the door of association. And all these burdens
the Master has borne for our comfort and ease. The Master has become an impregnable
fortress and a mighty shield before all peoples and nations, and has given us rest... He
has arisen to serve the Cause and been so confirmed that He does not even have time
to come to the Mansion of Bahji weekly, while we commune with the friends and are
occupied with revealing verses and tablets, and He is in hardship and difficulty. —
BHU0009

Later it will become clear with what power, penetration and divine grace He will raise
the banner of the Most Great Name at the world’s center, and how He will gather all
who dwell on earth beneath the pavilion of peace and tranquility. — BHUO0009

Context for Study

BHUO0009 preserves words spoken by Baha’u’llah and recorded by Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan, one
of the trusted Baha’i scribes of the period. Its testimony is exceptional: Baha'u’llah speaks of
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‘Abdu’l-Baha with unmistakable warmth and a forward-looking confidence that reads almost as
prophetic. The passage about ‘Abdu’l-Baha bearing all the “burdens” of external contact while
Baha’u’llah remained in the Mansion reveals the practical division of roles that characterized the
late ‘Akka period. ‘Abdu’l-Baha functioned as His Father’s public face, managing relations with
governments, hostile officials, and visiting inquirers — work described here as “more troublesome
than anything else.” The anticipation that He will “raise the banner of the Most Great Name at
the world’s center” and “gather all who dwell on earth beneath the pavilion of peace” is remarkable
for its scope: it points beyond ‘Akka, beyond Persia, toward a global mission that ‘Abdu’l-Baha
would eventually carry out in His travels to Egypt, Europe, and North America (1910-1913). Read
alongside the Kitab-i-‘Ahd’s appointment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha as Center of the Covenant, BHU0009
provides the personal and emotional texture behind the formal covenantal document: the succession
is not merely institutional but flows from a relationship of extraordinary mutual devotion and a
prophetic vision of future service.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does Baha’u’llah’s testimony about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hardships and His own gratitude
reveal about the emotional and relational dimensions of prophetic succession? How does this
personal dimension complement the formal authority of the Kitab-i-‘Ahd?

2. The passage anticipates ‘Abdu’l-Baha raising the banner of the Cause “at the world’s cen-
ter.” How should we understand such prophetic anticipations? Are they best read as literal
prediction, as spiritual designation, or as something else?

3. Compare the relationship between Baha’u’llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha described here with other
master-successor relationships in religious history: the Prophet and ‘Ali, Jesus and Peter,
Socrates and Plato, the Bab and Baha’u’llah. What patterns appear, and what is distinctive
in each case?

4. The document notes that Baha’u’llah “communed with the friends and revealed tablets” while
‘Abdu’l-Baha managed the world. What does this division of contemplative and active roles
suggest about the different kinds of spiritual authority required in a religious community?

5. How does the fact that BHUO009 is a recollection — oral, mediated, preserved by a third party
— affect its authority and interpretation within the Baha’i community? What methodological
questions does this raise for scholars of religious history?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This second part of the 1890-92 writings performs a double act of consolidation: the Bisharat
gathers the legislative glad-tidings into a single charter for a new civilization, and the Kitab-i-‘Ahd
binds the community’s future to a single appointed Center. Together they represent Baha’u’llah’s
final effort to secure, in documentary form, both the outward principles and the inward unity of
His revelation’s legacy. The valedictory quality of these texts is unmistakable: a founder is setting
His house in order, aware that the ocean of His presence is about to ebb.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does a prophetic founder
simultaneously legislate for the indefinite future of human civilization and secure the
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intimate unity of His own community’s succession — and what does the tension be-
tween these two scales of address reveal about the relationship between universal
vision and institutional faithfulness?
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