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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
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113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
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Introduction to volume 102

This second undated later-‘Akka period volume is especially notable for the way it juxtaposes
intimate Akka-period correspondence with sharply historical and even prophetic passages. Much
of the material is occasional and pastoral, addressed to named believers, relatives, or local groups,
yet again and again the volume opens outward onto questions of the future of the Cause, the
meaning of martyrdom, the disorders of the age, and the eventual emergence of a juster world. The
dominant texture is therefore not systematic exposition but a series of flashes: practical guidance,
consolatory remembrance, retrospective witness, and brief but arresting forecasts of future upheaval
and renewal.

Among the most striking items is BHU0024, which presents a compressed philosophy of modern
history: nations multiply their armaments, bloodshed spreads, prejudice is identified as the cause,
religion itself is then attacked as the source of that prejudice, and only afterward do people redis-
cover the necessity of religion and begin to examine existing faiths anew, at which point the Cause
of God becomes universal. Closely related is BH05695, which depicts the world as having turned
toward irreligion for a divinely measured period, after which “suddenly” the Cause of God will be
raised up and all souls will turn toward it. BH10673 belongs beside these as the volume’s most
explicitly geopolitical prophecy, linking the weakening of the Ottoman state to intervention by
other powers, a wider transformation of governments, worldwide oppression, and finally the rising
of the “sun of justice” after universal convulsion. Taken together, these three texts give the volume
a pronounced orientation toward the future, and toward a post-crisis vindication of religion on new
grounds.

Several other tablets deserve notice for different reasons. BH01365 is important for its social and
administrative implications: it discourages passive dependence, urges that people be engaged in
crafts and productive work, discusses the disposition of revenues, alludes to the future manifestation
of the law of Huququ’'llah after the establishment of the House of Justice, and thus offers a revealing
glimpse of Baha’u’llah’s concern with work, dignity, and institutional development. BHO01367 is
one of the volume’s most powerful martyrdom texts, interpreting a believer’s death not merely as
loss but as a disclosure of the moral structure of history, with repeated insistence that the effects of
oppression will become manifest in the earth. BHU0004, by contrast, looks backward rather than
forward, preserving a vivid recollection of the Siyah-Chal and the comportment of Babi prisoners
awaiting execution; in a collection otherwise dominated by Akka-period tablets, this retrospective
narrative gives the volume historical depth. Also noteworthy are BH01446, another martyrdom text
marked by intense pathos and exaltation, BH09304, which cautiously reflects on the transmission
of the Writings to a European seeker and on textual correctness, and BH05999, which is striking
for its favorable language about Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Hamid Khan as enthroned in justice, a notable
counterpoint to the much darker horizon of BH10673. Overall, the volume is less a repository of
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major doctrinal treatises than a rich assemblage of shorter pieces whose distinctive value lies in
these memorable prophetic, historical, and administrative moments.
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BH01367

BHO01367 QY
‘é:‘ /
To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan '.i\
(Muballigh) N
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He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

O thou, My friend! By the life of God! The tale of sacri-
fice hath returned, together with that which lay hidden in the
knowledge of God, the Lord of all worlds. The Bird of Fidelity
hath winged its flight from the branch of this world unto the
furthermost Lote-Tree, through that which the hands of the
unjust have wrought. We bear witness that he abideth in a joy
wherewith no joy in all creation can compare, while his loved
ones are plunged in grief, mourning for him such that all things
lament with them. Verily, thy Lord is He Who expoundeth all
things, the All-Knowing.

By God! They have profited in their commerce, whilst the
oppressors have suffered loss. Verily, they are indeed in mani-
fest perdition. Hath My name, Husayn, suffered loss because
he offered up his spirit in the path of God? Or rather they
who wronged him, in that they followed every depraved and
wayward soul? Oppression hath reached such a pass that the
tongue is powerless to describe it, though behind it standeth
One Who counteth all things and knoweth all things. They
have kindled a fire whose blaze shall not be quenched through-
out the world. Thus doth He in Whose presence is the knowl-
edge of all things inform thee in a perspicuous Book.

O Khalill Behold how plainly and manifestly the truth
of the True One and the waywardness of falsehood have
been revealed. All bear witness that from that Wronged
One there hath proceeded the utmost love, compassion, and
loving-kindness toward all peoples and kindreds, and that no
act contrary thereto—that is, no act that might be the cause
of sedition or the occasion of corruption—ever appeared from
him. And how many were the destitute abroad whom, in
days of dire distress, he did assist! To this every truthful soul
beareth witness, and beyond them thy Lord, the All-Informed.
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Should any soul reflect upon him and upon that which, through
the bounties of his Lord, became manifest from him, he would,
with the eye of certitude, perceive that in all that hath come
to pass there was, and shall be, a mighty wisdom. The Most
Great Sacrifice and the Supreme Immolation have been made
manifest in this mighty Cause. In ‘Iraq, when he attained the
Divine Presence, such loving-kindness streamed forth concern-
ing him from the Source of the Cause that certain souls, lost
in the wilderness of idle fancy, gave utterance to words. There-
upon did the True One, by His consummate power, raise up
that Lote-Tree unto a station whereof none is aware save His
own Self, the All-Knowing; and for him He sent down blessing
from His presence and mercy from His nearness. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

i Diverse letters from him reached the Throne, and in them he

besought God, his Lord, the Sovereign of the world to come
and of the world that now is, that He might ordain for him
the Most Great Martyrdom. By thy life, O Khalill Through
his calamity all other calamities have been effaced. To this
beareth witness thy Lord, the wronged and lonely One. We
have sent down for him from the heaven of grace that which
the kingdoms of earth and heaven can never equal. Ere long
shall God cause that which he hath sown in the land of Bayan
to spring forth. Verily, He is the Almighty, Whom neither the
hosts of the world nor the ranks of the oppressors can hinder.

O Khalil! That divine Lote-Tree which the hand of the
Sovereign Will hath planted in the blessed and goodly land
hath ever been, and shall continue to be, watered by the blood
of the sincere and the true believers in the divine unity. Soon
shall the effect of the deeds of the oppressors appear and be
made manifest in the earth. Did the oppressor imagine that
God was heedless of that which he hath wrought? Nay, by
His own Self, the Self that overshadoweth all worlds! By His
own true Self! He shall bring to pass in the earth, openly and
visibly, that which He hath revealed in the Book. To this
beareth witness whoso hath been endowed with insight from
God, the Lord of all worlds.

Peruse the Suriy-i-Ra’is and other Tablets. By the life of God,
thy heart and the hearts of the true knowers shall rejoice at
that which hath been revealed therein. Were He to so desire,
He could seize all who dwell on earth with but a single word
from Him; yet doth He manifest His Cause through the wis-
dom that lay hidden in His all-encompassing knowledge. By
the Sun shining above the horizon of power! Had this world
possessed any worth, the Ancient Beauty would not have dwelt
for long years within the Most Great Prison. Man, so long as
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he remaineth in this world, is in truth ever in the agonies of
death—save those empty and detached hearts that, through
the divine eye, behold all things.

God willing, it behoveth thy honor, according to thy capacity,
to cast the spirit of peace and assurance into illumined hearts,
that tranquillity may overtake them after their agitation, and
joy after their sorrow. Thus doth He Who remembereth thee
in this exalted station command thee.

O Khalil! A mighty event hath been brought to pass in the
world—though one greater than it hath already appeared, as
thou thyself art witness and testifiest. Yet because for a long
time the hand of power had preserved it, and thereafter this
irrevocable decree was suddenly made manifest, it hath be-
come the cause of lamentation, mourning, and trembling. But
with thy Lord there is that which shall rejoice hearts after this
grievous sorrow. Say: This is a martyrdom whose effects have
gone forth throughout the world, and God shall ere long make
it manifest in truth. Verily, He is powerful to do whatsoever
He willeth.

The glory be upon thee, and upon those who have hearkened
unto thy words in the Cause of God, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment.
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To: Aqa Mirza Sadiq et al.

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Nur! The Lord of Manifestation in the Mount of knowl-
edge, which is the prison-abode of the Desire of all worlds,
maketh mention of thee. The purpose is that the Divine Call
may attract His people and confirm them in that which will
cause the exaltation of the Word of God. Night and day We
have made mention of the loved ones and commanded them to
chastity, purity and trustworthiness. Some have become aware
and have drunk the Kawthar of knowledge from the hand of
the bounty of God, exalted be His glory, while others have de-
nied and opened their mouths in ingratitude for God’s favor.
They have done that which caused the sighs of those near unto
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God to ascend and the tears of the sincere ones to flow. Glory
be to God! The heedless servants are occupied with what they
possess and are negligent and veiled from what is with God.
The people of the Bayan have been seen to be the most oppres-
sive of all peoples. Woe unto them and away with them! They
have denied the verses of God after their revelation and have
rejected His favor after its manifestation. Say: Fear ye God
and invalidate not the Cause through what ye possess. Soon
shall ye return and find yourselves in the lowest depths of the
fire.

Thy letter which thou didst send to this servant was presented
at the Most Holy Court and attained the honor of being heard.
Blessed art thou, O Nur! Thou art he who hath attained unto
My days and dwelt beneath My shadow. Behold, then remem-
ber when thou didst stand before the Countenance and didst
attain unto the verses of God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed
art thou and thy father who believed in the Day wherein the
limbs of all names trembled for fear of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. We testify that he hath attained unto the Most
Exalted Station and the Most High Rank. We beseech God,
exalted be He, to send down upon him at all times that which
beseemeth the heaven of His mercy and the ocean of His bounty.
Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Mention was made in thy letter of several names, each of whom
hath been honored with the verses of the Most Exalted Pen
that they may give thanks unto their Lord, the Forgiving, the
Generous. This is what hath been revealed for his honor Mirza
Sadiq, upon him be the glory of God.

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

i A mention from Us to him who hath attained unto the lights

of the Countenance and believed in God, the One, the All-
Informed. O Sadiq! We make mention of thee in truth and
counsel thee with that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of
this wondrous Day, may be exalted. Say:

My God, my God! Thy most sweet call hath attracted me. I
beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs and the breaths of Thy
Revelation, O Lord of all beings, to assist me in that which
beseemeth Thy days, then cause me in all circumstances to
hold fast unto Thee and unto Thy verses. Verily Thou art the
Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

And We make mention of him who is named Muhammad, who
hath turned unto God, the Mighty, the Wise. O Muhammad!
Hold fast unto divine wisdom and cling unto His grace. Each
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day the Herald of Glory hath given and giveth tidings unto
the servants, and that which is acceptable and beloved today
is the teaching of God’s Cause. Blessed is he who hath, with
spirit and joy, guided the people of the world to the Purpose
of the worlds.

And We make mention of Javad who hath attained unto the
Most Exalted Horizon, and We counsel him with that which
beseemeth the days of God, the Lord of all worlds. And We
make mention of him who is named Muhammad-Baqir and
give him glad tidings of God’s tender mercy, his Lord. We
have made mention of them in numerous Tablets, one letter of
which cannot be equaled by all the treasures of the earth. To
this testifieth every discerning knower.

And We make mention of him who is named Muhammad-
Isma’il that he may rejoice in the remembrance of his Lord
and be of the thankful ones.

O ‘Abdu’r-Rahim! Hearken unto the call from the direction of
‘Akka. Verily, He hath made mention of thee in that whereby
the hearts of the Concourse on High were attracted and the
eyes of those near unto God were solaced.

2 O Mahmud! The Wronged One is in the Most Great Prison,

remembering His loved ones with a fragrance that will never
cease to endure throughout the Kingdom of God, the Mighty,
the Praised.

We make mention of him who was named Muhammad-‘Ali
and counsel him to manifest great steadfastness in this Cause
which hath made the limbs of all names to quake. Thus hath
the Tongue of Grandeur spoken, while established upon the
throne of utterance in this exalted station.

O ‘Abdu’l-Karim! The Countenance of the Ancient One hath
turned toward thee, counselling thee to be trustworthy and reli-
gious, and to that whereby the Cause of God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed, may be exalted.

We make mention of Muhammad-Husayn with a remembrance
by which hearts and souls are attracted. We beseech God to
make thee steadfast and firm in this Most Great Cause and
this Mighty Announcement.

O ‘Abdu’llah! Blessed is the ear that hath heard My call, and
the eye that hath beheld the traces of My Pen, and the face that
hath turned toward the lights of My luminous countenance.

O Darvish-‘Ali! Thy name was present before the Wronged
One. The Countenance of the Ancient One hath turned toward
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thee from the direction of His Most Great Prison, remembering
thee with a remembrance wherewith the books of the world
have been adorned. Blessed is he who hath witnessed and
recognized, and woe unto the heedless.

18 We make mention at this time of him who was named ‘Abdu’l-

Karim, and We cast upon him from the verses of his Lord that
he may be among those who are firm in this Cause whereby
feet have slipped and the hearts of the doubters have been
troubled.

O Ghulam-Rida! The Lord of Names maketh mention of thee
at this time, and of all the friends, and counselleth all to that
which will exalt the Word of God amongst His creatures. O
people of God! In Our Tablets We have commanded all to
unity and harmony, for harmony hath ever been and remains
the cause of the exaltation of the Word. The triumph of the
Cause cometh through the hosts of goodly deeds and character,
and through the fear of God, the Lord of all worlds. O people
of Baha! Hold fast unto that which hath flowed from the Most
Exalted Pen. God willing, through the grace of the True One,
exalted be His glory, all shall be and have been assisted in that
which is His good-pleasure.

O Nur! Convey greetings from the tongue of the Wronged One
to all the kindred. Give them the glad-tidings of My loving-
kindness and remind them of My verses. The kindred of the
Name of Kamal have always been and are before Our sight,
both before and after his ascension. After his ascension there
was revealed from the Most Exalted Pen, specifically for him,
that which hath no likeness or parallel. Verily, We purified him
at the time of his ascension and forgave him as a bounty from
Our presence, and drew him nigh unto Us and caused him to
enter the Most Exalted Paradise as a mercy from Our presence.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
All praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

In the name of the one true God B Asls ol

O My namesake! The letters from the Afnan which ye have
forwarded were received. This servant perused them all and
made mention thereof. Praise be to God, they have attained
through His grace and are gathered beneath the shadow of the
Divine Lote-Tree. Mention was also made of Jinab-i-Muballigh,
of Jinab Mirza Aqa, and of the other Afnan—upon them be My
glory. God willing, they shall be confirmed in remembrance,
in praise, and in service to the Cause.

As to what Jinab Afnan-i-Nabil—upon him be My glory—
had previously written concerning the matter of Jinab Mulla
Rajab—upon him be the glory of God—it was accepted. Let
half the revenues of that land be distributed among the poor
of that same land. Yet let them strive that all the people be oc-
cupied with some craft or undertaking; for from the heaven of
divine bounty there descendeth a blessing from Him. He, ver-
ily, is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Let them cling
firmly to this injunction. Other modes of apportionment, such
as had obtained aforetime, have not been, nor are they now,
worthy of the station of man. We desire to behold Our loved
ones engaged in work, not waiting in idleness. The Most Ex-
alted Pen hath enjoined upon all that whereby their honour,
their station, and their rank may be exalted. Ere long that
which hath shone forth from the ocean of the Divine Will shall
be witnessed upon earth. The command is in His grasp: He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth, and
He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

There is a prescribed ruling for the Huququ’llah. After the
House of Justice hath come into being, the law thereof will be
made manifest, in conformity with the Will of God.

Thou hadst mentioned Jinab A. and S. of the land of Sad. God
grant that they may attain unto the Most Great Steadfastness,
and that they may deal with the family of Sultanu’sh-Shuhada
with the utmost love. Their service before God is that which
hath been set forth. Well is it with them that give ear. A
Tablet hath been revealed especially for them and will be sent.
As to Jinab Mirza Sadiq, God willing, he shall be confirmed in
that which God loveth. Some time ago the mention of them all
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen, and hereafter also, if God
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so willeth, they shall attain thereto. Blessed is he who maketh
mention of Sad and of that which hath befallen therein.

Sorrows and calamities have compassed the world about, and
assuredly that which hath been spoken shall come to pass. Con-
sider ‘Ubaydu’llah the Second: verily he is one of the evil deeds
of the Wolf and of the Viper. How many lands and souls were
consumed and laid waste by the flame of the fire of his self! If
the servants attain not unto repentance and return, they shall
behold that which no eye hath seen. The end belongeth to the
God-fearing.

And that which was set forth by the wish of Jinab Afnan Sayyid
Qabl-Mim—upon him be My glory—was accepted. Blessed is
he! The True One beareth witness that in what they have spo-
ken they are sincere, and that their deed hath been, and still is,
for God. The divine Tablet which in former years was revealed
and sent especially for them standeth as witness and testimony
unto this. Verily, He is the Witness, the All-Informed. Yet
must they perform, with utmost joy and gladness, whatsoever
appeareth from the Dayspring of the Cause, that they may be
reckoned among those souls who have drunk from the ocean of
Divine good-pleasure. By the life of God! this station is exceed-
ingly exalted. Even as the Point of the Bayan hath declared,
all must strive to attain unto the word of contentment.

Their request was accepted: let it remain in their own posses-
sion, and let them engage in trade. Whatever profit is realized,
let one half thereof be for their own use, and let the other
half be expended according to whatsoever command shall be
issued. In truth, We have accepted this sum; and the sign of
its acceptance is this: that one hundred tumans thereof should
be sent to two places. One half should be sent to Alexan-
dria, unto Jinab Aqa Muhammad, and be set apart for the
orphans of Aga ‘Ali Qarabaghi—upon him be My glory—who,
in Egypt, ascended unto the highest companionship. The other
half should be delivered in the land of Kaf unto Umm-i-Haram,
for debts have been incurred; and regarding the remainder, let
them act according to that which hath been mentioned.

And as for the matter of Jinab Mirza Muhammad, one of the
Afnan—upon him be My glory—the decree hath gone forth,
and bounty hath reached its utmost, through the munificence
of his Lord, the Bestowing, the Generous.

O Mahdi! These pure deeds—their effects penetrate and per-
vade the earth, even as the deeds of corrupt souls are the cause
and occasion of the world’s afflictions and disasters. Likewise,
these holy and sincere acts, which are manifested for the sake
of God, have been and shall continue to be the cause of life
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and the source of beneficent outpourings. Unto all the Afnan
We convey Our glorification and bear unto them glad tidings.
God willing, they have been and shall remain assisted and
confirmed. It behoveth them to render thanks unto God in
the nights and in the days, inasmuch as He hath aided them
through His grace, made known unto them His path, caused
them to speak His praise, enabled them to witness that from
which the eyes of most men were withheld, and made them to
hear that whereunto none in all the lands hath attained save
whomsoever God, the Lord of the Day of Judgement, hath
willed.

The glory from Us rest upon them.
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Meet and befitting is the praise of the Most Great Name, inas-
much as by His most exalted Word He hath illumined the peo-
ple of the realm of dust with the light that distinguisheth truth
from falsehood, and hath encompassed the Sovereign of exis-
tence, both the unseen and the seen. The sealed wine is made
present, the Kawthar is manifest, the Salsabil is flowing before
all; and blessed is he who hath turned thereunto, who hath
taken and drunk thereof, in His Name — the All-Protecting,
the Self-Subsisting.

Glorified art Thou, O God of earth and heaven! I beseech
Thee by Thy Most Great, Most Exalted, Most Noble, Most
Mighty, Most High, Most Splendid Name, to confirm Thine
loved ones and Thy chosen ones in that whereby Thy Cause
may be exalted among men and Thy wisdom made manifest
throughout the lands. Verily Thou art the Possessor of cre-
ation, the Speaker at the beginning and at the end.

A gracious letter, fragrant and embodied with generosity, was
received — one that bore witness to steadfastness, attraction,
and love. After it was read and its meaning apprehended, the
intention was formed to attain the presence of the Possessor of
creation. The entire letter was submitted, and, by permission,
acceptance was attained.
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He — exalted be His utterance and mighty His proof — hath said:
“He is the Counsellor, the All-Knowing. O Mihdi! Upon thee
be My glory and My care. The noble Igbal — upon him be the
glory of God, His care and His grace — hath been remembered
repeatedly before the heaven of the loved ones of that land.
Praise be to God! All have, through supreme favor and the
remembrance of the Lord of mankind, attained success.”

At this moment the sacred Branch of the Blessed Lote-Tree
was admitted into the Presence, and mention was made of
thee. We beseech God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne and the
Exalted Seat, to confirm thee in the service of His Cause, and
to raise thee up by His Name among His servants. Verily He
is powerful over all things. Glory be upon thee, and upon thy
father and mother, thy sisters and brothers, and upon those
whose kinship God hath ordained with thee. Verily He is the
Mighty, the Generous.

; Convey abundant greetings unto all. O Mihdi! The friends

of God in that land have ever been remembered and are still
remembered. Hold thou fast unto the means whereby the ser-
vants are drawn nigh. Blessed is he who doeth that which he
is commanded in the manifest Book.

All grace is God’s; all bounty is God’s. He loveth His loved ones
and remembered them aforetime with verses whereby hearts
were drawn and mountains took flight. This Prisoner, in all
conditions, beseecheth God — exalted be His glory — to pre-
serve His loved ones. Ask thou, therefore, of the All-Generous
that which is sanctified, ordained, and exalted, even that which
transcendeth all understanding. Verily He is the Hearer, the
Answerer, the Most Bountiful, the All-Bestowing, the Compas-
sionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Mention hath been made of Jinabi Muhammad-Quli and of
Mashhadi ‘Ali — upon them be the glory of God. After their
names were submitted at the Most Holy Court, the radiant
light of assurance shone forth upon the horizon of the heaven of

the Will of God, our Lord and the Lord of the mighty Throne.

He — glorified be His Word and exalted His signs — hath said:
“O Mashhadi Muhammad-Quli! Thou hast been remembered
before My presence and before the most noble Branches. We
have remembered thee with verses whereat all who dwell in
the heavens and on the earth were thunderstruck, save such as
held fast unto My firm Cord and clung unto My shining hem.
Blessed art thou for having mentioned Me before the Wronged
One, through that which preserveth true knowledge by the
everlasting endurance of My Name, the All-Protecting, over
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the former and the latter. And let Mashhadi ‘Ali be likewise
remembered, that he may render thanks unto God, his Lord,
and be of the victorious.”

Hearken unto the Call! It hath been raised from the Pole of

the world: there is no God but Him, the One, the All-Knowing.

We bear witness and give glad tidings unto thee and unto Our
loved ones of that which hath been ordained for them by My
Most Exalted Pen in My mighty, wondrous Book.

In truth, this is a bounty greater and mightier than all else,
that the remembrance of God should conclude in serenity and
assurance, until hearing, sight, insight, and justice all bear
witness unto favors beyond all reckoning. Blessed is he who
hath attained unto His remembrance in His days; such a one is
numbered among the near ones in the sight of God, our Lord
and the Lord of the Exalted Seat.

The letter of Jinab-i-Dust-Karam Haydar-‘Ali — upon him be

the glory of God — hath been received and its veil removed.

It is hoped that by the splendors of these manifest signs the
worlds of hearts and souls may be illumined. Verily our Lord
is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

This Prisoner conveyeth greetings and magnification unto all
the loved ones, and is ever engaged in the remembrance of the
Lord and in invoking His sanctifying mercy. Remembrance,
glory, magnification, and praise be upon thee and upon the
friends of God in all regions. Praise be to God, the Possessor
of gifts and bounties.
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Words related on various occasions to Nabil-i-A zam

All those who were struck down by the storm that raged during
that memorable year in Tihran were Our fellow-prisoners in
the Siyah-Chal, where We were confined. We were all huddled
together in one cell, our feet in stocks, and around our necks
fastened the most galling of chains. The air we breathed was
laden with the foulest impurities, while the floor on which we
sat was covered with filth and infested with vermin. No ray
of light was allowed to penetrate that pestilential dungeon or
to warm its icy-coldness. We were placed in two rows, each
facing the other. We had taught them to repeat certain verses
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which, every night, they chanted with extreme fervour. ‘God
is sufficient unto me; He verily is the All-sufficing!” one row
would intone, while the other would reply: ‘In Him let the
trusting trust. The chorus of these gladsome voices would
continue to peal out until the early hours of the morning. Their
reverberation would fill the dungeon, and, piercing its massive
walls, would reach the ears of Nasiri’d-Din Shah, whose palace
was not far distant from the place where we were imprisoned.
‘What means this sound?’ he was reported to have exclaimed.
‘It is the anthem the Babis are intoning in their prison,’” they
replied. The Shah made no further remarks, nor did he attempt
to restrain the enthusiasm his prisoners, despite the horrors of
their confinement, continued to display.

One day, there was brought to Our prison a tray of roasted
meat, which they informed Us the Shah had ordered to be
distributed among the prisoners. ‘The Shah,” We were told,
‘faithful to a vow he made, has chosen this day to offer to
you all this lamb in fulfilment of his pledge’ A deep silence
fell upon Our companions, who expected Us to make answer
on their behalf. ‘We return this gift to you,” We replied; ‘we
can well dispense with this offer” The answer We made would
have greatly irritated the guards had they not been eager to
devour the food we had refused to touch. Despite the hunger
with which Our companions were afflicted, only one among
them, a certain Mirza Husayn-i-Matavalliy-i-Qumi, showed any
desire to eat of the food the sovereign had chosen to spread
before us. With a fortitude that was truly heroic, Our fellow-
prisoners submitted, without a murmur, to endure the piteous
plight to which they were reduced. Praise of God, instead of
complaint of the treatment meted out to them by the Shah,
fell unceasingly from their lips—praise with which they sought
to beguile the hardships of a cruel captivity.

Every day Our gaolers, entering Our cell, would call the name
of one of Our companions, bidding him arise and follow them
to the foot of the gallows. With what eagerness would the
owner of that name respond to that solemn call! Relieved of
his chains, he would spring to his feet and, in a state of uncon-
trollable delight, would approach and embrace Us. We would
seek to comfort him with the assurance of an everlasting life
in the world beyond, and, filling his heart with hope and joy,
would send him forth to win the crown of glory. He would em-
brace, in turn, the rest of his fellow-prisoners and then proceed
to die as dauntlessly as he had lived. Soon after the martyr-
dom of each of these companions, We would be informed by
the executioner, who had grown to be friendly to Us, of the
circumstances of the death of his victim, and of the joy with
which he had endured his sufferings to the very end.
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We were awakened one night, ere break of day, by Mirza Abdu’l-
Vahhab-i-Shirazi, who was bound with Us to the same chains.
He had left Kazimayn and followed Us to Tihran, where he
was arrested and thrown into prison. He asked Us whether
We were awake, and proceeded to relate to Us his dream. ‘I
have this night,” he said, ‘been soaring into a space of infinite
vastness and beauty. I seemed to be uplifted on wings that
carried me wherever I desired to go. A feeling of rapturous
delight filled my soul. I flew in the midst of that immensity
with a swiftness and ease that I cannot describe.” ‘To-day,” We
replied, ‘it will be your turn to sacrifice yourself for this Cause.
May you remain firm and steadfast to the end. You will then
find yourself soaring in that same limitless space of which you
dreamed, traversing with the same ease and swiftness the realm
of immortal sovereignty, and gazing with that same rapture
upon the Infinite Horizon.

That morning saw the gaoler again enter Our cell and call
out the name of Abdu’l-Vahhab. Throwing off his chains, he
sprang to his feet, embraced each of his fellow-prisoners, and,
taking Us into his arms, pressed Us lovingly to his heart. That
moment We discovered that he had no shoes to wear We gave
him Our own, and, speaking a last word of encouragement and
cheer, sent him forth to the scene of his martyrdom. Later on,
his executioner came to Us, praising in glowing language the
spirit which that youth had shown. How thankful We were
to God for this testimony which the executioner himself had
given!

BKOG.080-081+097, DB.631-634
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To: Abdul-Mihdi Falah (Hai) et al.

He is God, exalted is He in justice and bounty!

O friends of God and His party! Today the light of justice has
become veiled, nay obliterated, by the oppression of the world’s
oppressor, for grievous blows from the wicked ones have been
inflicted upon His blessed body. In the land of Ya, clamor has
been raised; pure and assured souls have been seized out of
sheer wickedness and for the taking of money, bound with ropes
in utmost humiliation, and the masses struck them with chains,
stones and clubs, and brought them before the exalted deputies
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- the dawning-places of tyranny and vice, the daysprings of self
and passion. After seizing whatever possessions they had, they
martyred them with the most grievous torment.

The Pharaoh of the age said to one of those blessed souls,
“Come, recant.” In reply he said: “For forty years I have
awaited this day, and praise be to God, today I have attained
unto it.” Another, while passing before the faces of the op-
pressors, uttered these exalted words: “O people! The Lord
of the Martyrs said ‘Is there any who will help me?’ and this
servant says ‘Is there any who will behold me?”’ His purpose
was that that oppressed one yearned for the draught of mar-
tyrdom rather than awaiting a helper. At these blessed words,
the tears of the denizens of Paradise descended and the sighs
of the people of Paradise ascended.

Glory be to God! In these days two mighty things have ap-
peared: from the right, the banquet of the friends, and from
the left, the battle of the wicked ones. The Wronged One of
the world would recite one verse befitting the pavilion of the
feast, and reveal another verse in remembrance of the martyrs.
And in these days the greatest glad-tidings was mentioned in
the Most Great Scene, and that was the ascension of one of the
friends to the Supreme Companion and the Most Glorious Hori-
zon. Exalted be His grace that hath encompassed the world
and all peoples, and exalted be His utterance whereby the Con-
course on High and the dwellers of the seat of the throne have
been enraptured.

He who was named ‘Abdu’llah in the Book of Names - we
testify that he turned to the Lord of mankind in the earliest
days when most in the land turned away, and we testify that he
acknowledged what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke in the prison
of ‘Akka and before it, and recognized God, His sovereignty,
His Manifestation, and His power amidst His world and His
creation. He it is who endured hardships and tribulations out
of love for God, the Lord of Names, and there befell him at
the hands of the enemies that which caused the people of the
pavilion of purity and chastity in the Most Exalted Paradise
to weep.

We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to send down
upon him in every moment mercy from His presence and loving-
kindness from His own Self. Verily He is the Mighty, the Be-
stower. And we beseech Him, exalted be He, to establish his
station in the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree and give him to
drink of the Kawthar of immortality from the hands of grace
and bounty. Verily He is the Powerful over what He willeth.
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There is no God but He, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous,
the Forgiver, the Mighty, the Bestower.

The Wronged One testifieth that at his mention the ocean
of forgiveness surged and the fragrance of his Lord’s loving-
kindness was diffused, and the Herald called out from the
Kingdom of Utterance: “O people of the earth! Hear, then
know that through his ascension and rising, the lips of the
Concourse on High and the people of the pavilion of glory in
the Most Exalted Paradise have smiled.” Blessed is he who re-
membereth him with what hath been revealed from My Most
Exalted Pen in this Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious
Station. We beseech God to comfort his sons, his family and
his loved ones, and to adorn them with the ornament of pa-
tience and composure. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Unconstrained.

We send greetings to the friends of that land and counsel them
with that which will exalt their stations amongst the servants.
O physician, upon thee be My salutation and My glory. We
beseech God to aid thee in that which He loveth and is pleased
with, and to assist thee in that which will draw thee nigh unto
Him in all conditions. Praise be to God! Mention of you hath
been and is before the Wronged One. We hope that henceforth
thou wilt hold fast unto that which will cause the world of ut-
terance to testify to the loftiness of thy station and thy exalted
rank. His honor Mirza Zaynu’l-Abidin, upon him be the peace
of God and His loving-kindness, must in all conditions fix his
gaze upon the Truth. Praise be to God! He hath spent all
his days in the love of God and hath been occupied in offering
praise unto Him. We beseech God to protect him and to open
before his face the door of His loving-kindness. Verily, He is
powerful over all things. All the friends are remembered in the
presence of the Wronged One. For each one We ask that which
is the cause of success and prosperity. The command is in the
hand of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Verily,
we are God’s, and to Him shall we return.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Shiraz

He is the Speaker, the Manifest, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Praise be sanctified above all expression and understanding, be-
fitting the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence of the Intended
One, Who has made manifest the hidden mysteries within
hearts and minds, and has confirmed the decree revealed by
the All-Merciful in the Qur’an: “Though there be the weight
of a mustard-seed and it be in a rock, or in the heavens, or
in the earth, God will bring it forth. Verily God is subtle, in-
formed of all things.” The secrets of breasts and treacherous
glances have been made so evident that none has any way to
deny.

O Afnan, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness! In days
which, through the tyranny of the oppressors and the rejec-
tion of the followers of religions, were like the darkest night,
this Wronged One arose before the faces of all to render assis-
tance, such that the effulgences of the light of the Luminary
of Revelation became manifest from every direction. None
can deny this save he who is deprived of justice and fairness.
Then emerged from behind the wine-jars the embodiments of
tyranny with swords of hatred, and there appeared from them
that which testified to their lies and to the calumnies of their
own selves, whereat the Tablet lamented and My glorious, won-
drous Pen cried out. One whom We had, from the beginning of
days, granted a place beneath the pavilions of grandeur and ap-
pointed watchful eyes to protect, at last united with others like
himself and issued decrees to oppress and seize people’s prop-
erty. Each day some falsehood appears and some harm arrives.
To whoever turns toward this spot they attribute something.
They seized money through theft and brought it to Akka, and
oppression reached such a point that they even attributed to
Aqa Siyyid Ahmad that which befitted their own selves.

God is witness, and the atoms of creation bear testimony,
that the Greater Afnan came to this land solely for seclusion,
not trade. They have written concerning him that which pro-
claimed their own heedless, idolatrous selves. But glory be to
Him - nothing among all things has prevented Him from what
He desired, nor any grief from among griefs. He has spoken and
continues to speak before all faces with a power that the hosts
of the world cannot weaken and with a sovereignty that the
ranks of nations cannot prevent. We beseech God to give all
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to drink from the Kawthar of His justice and bounty, to cause
them to return unto Him, and to aid them to turn repentant
to His gate. Verily He has power over all things.

To everyone the corruption of those souls has become evident
and clear. Glorified be He Who has manifested what was in
their breasts and hearts, and glorified be He Who has ascended
the throne of utterance and given glad tidings to all of the
appearance of their Lord, the All-Merciful. Verily He is the
Almighty, the Glorious, the Bestower.

i Your supplication arrived. Blessed be your tongue for having

uttered that which has diffused the fragrance of God through-
out all things, and blessed be your heart for having turned to
Him on a day wherein appeared what had been hidden from
all eyes. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to raise
you up through His sovereignty and draw you nigh through His
verses, and through you to raise up the standards of His vic-
tory and the banners of His might, and to ordain for you what
He has sent down in His Book for His chosen ones who were
not prevented by the world and its ornaments and colors, who
arose and said: “O concourse of earth and heaven! By God, He
Who created them both has come with a Cause before which
all in the kingdom of names cannot stand firm.” To this tes-
tifies the Most Great Book which speaks among the nations,
and He chose imprisonment for Himself for the salvation of the
world. Blessed is he who has turned, found, recognized and
said: “Praise be to Thee, O Beloved of the world, and glory be
to Thee, O Desired One of all in the heavens and earths.”

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the loved ones of
that land. Say: Hold fast to wisdom and occupy yourselves
with teaching. Say: This is the Day of God - recognize its
station and what has been ordained therein from the presence
of a Mighty, Powerful One. The glory shining from the horizon
of the heaven of My mercy be upon you and upon your family
and upon those who love you and hear your word concerning
this Most Great Announcement and this mighty Cause. Praise
be to Him, for He is the Goal of those who know.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s Slas ke S5 o K gt
(5] e ol ab s BV e oaa 5

£y

e s

o dr s e ke G L gl e
(2 sk S, ol B s e sl
SEL 5l il g &l e

kgl b Sl gub dey 1 Olabis
J31 KD 5 ol L ) 3o s i
a1y s O b gbad oy 3ol
Sl 50 ol K s Al S
ol €liny o8 G d b S0k 5 03
L1651 Ll s L2 5 Ll e Lo
Ahle b Gl s s T, 02,3
S ety s LV O e 3 o dne 2 ¥
PN U PP LIV R
5 U8 b b ) e ) i
sV 5 Slaeidl 3 o 3 gaie b T S

dbj}bﬁfﬂiﬂ 501 o2l of Uy
O opr 4 5 Lo g anlie 1 o) bl g Ms
Gy el 3l e 3l Sl 8 ke
S5 pot 5 St oo Sl o 5 S
IS R KR

ool 5 sae a3l

INBA51:538, LHKM3.266, MATA.223x

17

-~


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=541
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-264.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/mansuban-i-astan-i-talat-i-ala.pdf

V]

Vol. 102: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1873-1892, year unknown) part II

BH01667

BHO01667

To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)

He is the One Who calleth before the faces of all peoples.

O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance and standeth be-
fore the Gate! Hearken unto that which hath been raised from
the rustling of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha in the prison of ‘Akka.
Verily it attracteth thee and draweth thee nigh unto God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting. The mysteries have been re-
vealed, yet most of the people understand not. The verses
have been sent down, yet they hear not. We have manifested
that which was hidden. Verily thy Lord is the Omnipotent
over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

O son of My Name! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Thou hast ever been mentioned in the presence of
the Countenance. We beseech God that He may aid thee in
such deeds as are the cause of sanctification and the source of
detachment. The Son of Mary said unto His companions that
they should emigrate from any land for the sake of God and the
exaltation of His Word, taking nothing with them from that
land, not even its dust, meaning that neither their garments
nor their limbs should be soiled with dust. Praise be to God,
thou hast been favored with His special bounty and the gaze
of His loving-kindness hath at all times been directed towards
thee.

Say: My God, my God! Aid this Thy servant in that whereby
Thy Cause may be exalted amongst Thy servants and Thy signs
may be spread throughout Thy lands. O my Lord! Thou seest
me clinging unto Thee and detached from all else beside Thee.
I beseech Thee by the burning of the hearts of Thy lovers in
their separation from Thee, and by the yearning of those who
long for Thee in their remoteness from Thee, to aid me in that
whereby the hearts of Thy creation may be attracted and the
stations of Thy friends may be exalted. O my Lord! Thou
art the Generous, possessed of great bounty. Ordain for me in
all conditions that which will draw me nigh unto Thee. Verily
Thou art the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

Glory be to God! Although the veils of idle fancies and vain
imaginings have been rent asunder by the finger of divine Will,
and the Pen of the Lord of all mankind hath been engaged day
and night in counsels and admonitions, yet now it is observed
that veils greater than before have withheld the people. Hadi of
Dawlatabad, despite having mounted the pulpit and repeatedly

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SV oy plel gsldl o

o QU A a1 I LU o

E&yé@\@wq&y@,w
5 sl egd) B ) S 5 g o
5 Ot Y a1 U A el
ogwﬂmuoﬁwyﬁ,o@\&;
s T b e sl SO 1 g

SES S
) s Y Gle 5 Gl S 1 0L
PRI R U(;:)Lf’:?)‘ Gosg ysShe
o Sl 45 ey s e KL
@@ A Ak s ol e jie @
Ll &2 A eal el gl ) an )
Ol Sl 3 Ll i W L 25 01 )
Lasl 5 Pl &l s e 6 Y .3
4o a2 ol JF| A Sl 035 o LR
& Ol &3 Sle LU 5 05y Sb

dor o

g b Je Vs Sue al A1 A
G SO e 2 s Sole n Sl 4
i 5 KKz G5 Oy ) S
Saasle 381 Gl Sl Ky
O S G Sl o2, S 3
g S 38l 4 QI L e Jay
5 a) Sy 6l S bl 4
B S G L 4B )

Jlakl gl il S Jl )

plosl 5 05 Sl G4 ST o Dol
ebl 5 dU Do s ead Al feslyl mol
Jo Jprie Lielye 5 glasy ol S é;
Lol Js ) r.Ls.a\ Al ssine da>d
e & & @bty sols 0346 -

18

1

3



Vol. 102: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1873-1892, year unknown) part II

BH01667

uttered that which caused the hearts of them that are nigh
unto God to melt, is now again occupied with nurturing the
Shi’ih party. Not for a single moment did he turn with pure
intention to the divine verses. Time and again did We mention
him and summon him with kindly counsels and admonitions
to the straight path of God, yet no effect was manifest. It
is incumbent, nay obligatory, upon that honored one and the
other friends to protect the weak servants from the claws of
his hatred, lest they be afflicted as were the previous party.
Although these are the days of God, exalted be His glory, and
ears should at all times be turned to the supreme horizon that
they may hear that which appeareth from the Kingdom of
Utterance of God, the Lord of all worlds, yet some are observed
to be deprived of the Truth and clinging to vain imaginings
through a name among names or a word among words of the
barking ones.

i Say: My God, my God! Protect Thy friend whom Thou hast

mentioned in verses that are not equaled by the mention of the
world, from the whisperings of them that have turned away
from Thee. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the
Unconstrained.

The letter of Jinab-i-Fa’iz, upon whom be the glory of God,
His loving-kindness and His mercy, which thou didst send hath
attained the Most Holy Court, and the answer hath been sent
down from the heaven of favor. Let him rejoice and be of them
that are thankful. Say: Grieve not over anything. Soon will
God open before thy face the gate of joy and gladness. O son
of My Name! Great favor hath been shown towards him. We
have commanded him to that which is the cause of eternal life
and everlasting sovereignty.

Say: My God, my God! Aid him in that which beseemeth
Thy days, then assist him with the hosts of the unseen and
the visible, then open before his face the doors of bounties
and favors. Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Great.

Convey greetings from the Wronged One to the friends of that
land. The glory from Us be upon thee and upon him who
heareth thy word concerning this Most Great News.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar et al.

The Most Exalted One, He is God, Exalted be His Glory in
Wisdom and Utterance

O Ibn-i-Abhar! Upon thee be My peace, My loving-kindness
and My mercy. The letter thou didst send through Badi’u’llah
attained the honor of being heard at His presence. Praise be to
God, it was adorned with the mention of God, the All-Glorious,
the Most High, and was illumined with the lights of divine
love. We beseech God to confirm thee in service to His Cause.
Should thou turn, with wisdom and utterance, toward the land
of Za, it would be acceptable in the sight of God, and from
there to other lands. Verily thy Lord is the All-Explaining,
the All-Knowing.

Likewise, the letter thou didst via Ism-i-Jud, upon him be My
glory and loving-kindness, was mentioned before His presence.
These days are the days of God. Thou must engage in teaching
the Cause for the sake of God, that perchance the turning
away of the servants may be transformed into acceptance, their
unbelief into faith, and their misbelief into unity. The grace
of God hath been and ever will be infinite. How strange that
some souls, for the sake of the fleeting colors of this world and
a life of but two days, have remained deprived of God’s eternal
bounties and everlasting life. Beseech God that through the
finger of the Hands of His Cause-that is, souls who are firm,
steadfast, assured and well-pleasing—He may rend asunder the
veils, dispel the clouds of glory, and remove the intervening
barrier. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Thou didst mention Fakhru’d-Din, upon him be My glory. We
make mention of him at this hour with the verses of God, the
Lord of all worlds, and give him the glad-tidings of My grace
and My mercy, for I am the Gracious Herald. O Fakhru’d-Din!
He who loveth Me hath made mention of thee, and We make
mention of thee in this perspicuous Book. Verily He loveth
those who love Him and remembereth those who remember
Him, as a mercy from His presence, for He is the All-Bountiful,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Cast aside what the people pos-
sess and take what thou hast been given from God, the Pow-
erful, the Almighty. Beware lest what the servants possess
should prevent thee from the Lord of creation, or the gloat-
ing of the transgressors sadden thee. Take hold of the Book
with the strength from Us and the wisdom from Our presence.
Verily thy Lord is the Commanding, the All-Knowing.
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Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled
me to turn unto Thee and to face toward Thy horizon. I be-
seech Thee by the tabernacle of Thy glory and the pavilion of
[Thy protection], and by Thy Cause through which Thou hast
subdued Thy servants and Thy creation, to make me steadfast,
firm and upright in Thy Cause. Then write down for me, O my
God, by Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will draw me near
unto Thee in all conditions. Verily Thou art the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High.

O Ibn-i-Abhar! At this moment We make mention of thy
mother who turned unto God, heard and believed in God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful. We have previously made mention of
her in such wise that its fragrance will never cease to endure
throughout the eternity of My Best Names, and I am the Faith-
ful Witness Who speaketh. Blessed is she and joy be unto her
for having fulfilled her covenant and not having broken her
pledge. Blessed is she and those who love her for the sake
of God, the Mighty, the Great. Convey My greetings unto
her face and remind her of that which hath been sent down
from the heaven of bounty, and give her the glad-tidings of My
mercy that hath preceded all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

Thou didst mention the new believer. Make mention of her
on behalf of this Wronged One and say: O My handmaiden!
The world was created for the knowledge of God, glorified
be His majesty. Yet when the Purpose was made manifest
and the proof was perfected and the verses were revealed and
the evidences were resplendent, all turned away and occupied
themselves with denunciation and cursing. Praise be to God
Who, through His grace, saved thee and guided thee. Thou
hast attained unto that which hath no peer nor likeness. Give
thou glad tidings unto My handmaidens of My grace and re-
membrance and mercy and bounty which have encompassed
all existence both seen and unseen.

Convey on behalf of this Wronged One greetings to the uncle
and his namesake. Their mention hath been made in the pres-
ence of this Prisoner and each hath attained unto the verses
and favors of God. We beseech God to assist them and enable
them to celebrate His praise and glorification and to serve His
Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. The Glory be upon thee
and upon those who have hearkened and responded, and upon
those women who have believed in God, the One, the Peerless,
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, arrived and
brought a register containing the names of the people of God
and His loved ones from the servant, upon him be the Glory
of God. Among them was mentioned Afnan from the land of
Sh and China and H and B, upon them be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, as well as the friends of Sh and its dependencies,
men and women, upon them be the Glory of God, and the
loved ones of the land of T, upon them be the Glory of God,
and the land of K and the land of A and B and the land of
Q, and likewise the friends of Z and Baku, upon them be the
Glory of God, and the loved ones of the Great City and S and
M, upon them be the Glory of God.

And likewise was mentioned in that document Jinab-i-Haji
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali and Haji Mirza Husayn, upon them both be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, and Aqa ‘Ali Haydar, upon
him be the Glory of God, and mention was made of Jinab-i-
Aqa Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali and Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Bagqir, upon
them both be the Glory of God. And they desired that on be-
half of the aforementioned souls they might repeatedly attain
the presence and be honored with visitation.

Praise be to God that the people of God who dwell in the cities
and lands of God, exalted be His glory, have been blessed with
the effulgences of the Sun of Providence and adorned with the
traces of the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed are they and joy be
unto them.

5 And they have made Jinab-i-‘Ali and Muhammad-Bagqir part-

ners in their deeds of visitation and feasting and attention and
presence, and now they have again sought permission to attain
the presence by proxy and to hold several feasts with tea and
other things on behalf of the aforementioned loved ones. This
has been adorned with the ornament of acceptance and it was
commanded that they should engage in feasting and Jinab-i-
Amin in service.

The people of God must give thanks, for in days when the
standards of discord were raised in all regions and the fire of
hatred was ablaze in the breasts of most people, and the True
One was wronged and imprisoned in the Most Great Prison,
the hand of power was manifest and the blessing of the presence
was witnessed, and the aforementioned one arose to serve and
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feast on behalf of the loved ones. These are deeds that have
had and will have no equal. O Amin! Give him the glad tidings
of the acceptance of what he desired. Verily thy Lord is the
Compassionate, the Generous.

Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Wise. The Glory be upon
you and upon them and upon those who have acknowledged
that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken. Verily, there
is none other God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Again it is mentioned that they have sought permission for
themselves and the two aforementioned souls, upon them be
the Glory of God. This matter has been adorned with the
ornament of acceptance and the sun of permission has risen
and shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of God’s will.
However, they must in all circumstances be mindful of wisdom,
that nothing contrary to its requirements may occur. If it
accords, then attendance is beloved, and if not, the reward of
His presence is written for them. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

O Amin! Give the glad tidings to the servant that God hath
forgiven his father and mother and hath mentioned them in
such wise that the fragrances of grace and mercy shall endure
through the eternity of His most beautiful names. Verily He is
the Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China

He is God, exalted be His station in wisdom and utterance.

O My Afnan, upon thee be My glory! From the rustling of the
Divine Lote Tree in the Most Exalted Paradise this word is re-
vealed: “Be Mine that I may be thine.” Praise be to God, they
have attained and succeeded, and are illumined and adorned
with the lights of the Most Great Steadfastness.

O My Afnan, upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
Thy letter which thou didst send to the Afnan, upon him be My
glory and My loving-kindness, was seen. Every letter thereof
was illumined with the light of unity and voiced the words
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“there is none other God but Him.” Reflect upon God’s loving-
kindness - the letter hath attained to this most exalted station
and supreme height, while those who considered themselves the
most learned and knowledgeable among nations have deviated
from the Path and returned to their own abode. I testify that
the grace hath encompassed you, and the mercy is with you,
and the bounty is yours.

Regarding the matter mentioned to his honor Afnan Mubhsin,
upon him be My glory, that which is now intended was men-
tioned. From the first day that honored one hath arisen with
complete dedication to serve the Lord of all beings. This is
a testimony uttered by the Tongue of Grandeur in His Most
Great Prison. In truth, that honored one is numbered among
the inheritors of this Cause. Let him act in whatever way he
deemeth advisable. The purpose is that there should appear
in that land that which will cause the exaltation of the Word
of God. The Command is in His hand - He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. The glory and the
remembrance and the greatness be upon you and upon those
who are with you and who love you for the sake of God, the
Lord of the worlds.

O helper of God’s Cause! If wisdom permiteth, inform some of
that which befitteth not the days of God and is unacceptable
before His Presence. Some of the servants make their own
interpretations to justify certain things as lawful, without any
evidence from God. Until now no word hath been revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen exposing the deeds of such souls,
for the Name “the Concealer” hath ever clung to the hem of
grace. Therefore concealment hath taken precedence. Verily
He is the Concealer Who seeth and concealeth, and He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Although in these days the ocean of forgiveness is surging and
the sun of grace is shining from the highest horizon of the world,
yet for every deed there is ordained its own effect. Today those
servants who gaze toward the Greatest Scene must hold fast to
such deeds from which the fragrance of sanctity is wafted and
which cause the people of the world to turn towards God. Most
strange, utterly strange, are those souls who for the sake of a
moment’s pleasure deprive themselves of God’s good-pleasure
which is the cause of eternal life and everlasting bounty. We
beseech God to assist them to return and to adorn them with
the ornament of fear of God. Verily He is the Lord of all beings
and the Lord of the throne on high and of earth below.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

To be typed. BLIB_ Or15696.100
BHO02640

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

In the Name of God, the All-Merciful. o) -

The adorned letter, bearing the name of the Most Great
Branch, hath arrived and been perused. We beseech God—
exalted be His glory—that He may enable you to do that
which is conducive to the interests of the Cause.

Concerning trade, inasmuch as you wrote with wisdom in view,
We approve. Yet in that land the means requisite for profitable
commerce are not to be found, unless the Hand of power should
itself provide the necessary instruments. In this matter all
are commanded to engage in trade, and most especially the
Branches. No doubt He will manifest unto you that which is
best for you.

As to the matter of Jinab-i-Ashraf, the command had already
gone forth for his return to Iran, for the affairs of his son are
left pending there, and care for children and offspring is in the
divine Books enjoined and made obligatory.

Write another brief piece, and in like manner compose and
send certain short passages. The travellers are eager and hope-
ful to obtain whatsoever is possible, and no negligence should
be shown in acquiring it—that is, the useful sciences. This or-
dinance is set forth in the perspicuous Book, and is of universal
application.

Zayn al-Muqgarrabin had asked certain questions. The same
document was forwarded, and he hath requested from you an
answer; therefore send what hath been written.

As to Jinab-i-Nazir, God willing, through the grace of God he
may be blessed, gladdened, content, and thankful. Whatever
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arrived from that land in his name was forwarded—that is, it
had already been sent on.

During this journey a letter from Mirza Abu’l-Hasan arrived.
He had spoken therein of the despair arising from the conduct
of his family; that is, his letter did in some measure indicate
despondency. Yet from the Land of Mim a recommendation
was made. Beyond this, all dependeth upon divine confirma-
tion and upon what merit may require. Let Jinab-i-Nazir leave
the matter unto God and not be distressed.

Above all, permanence in this land is uncertain. In every case,
God willing, affairs shall come to pass in conformity with His
good-pleasure. The matter is in the hand of God: He doeth
whatsoever He willeth.

Convey greetings unto the friends—that is, unto the souls who
are present. Some time ago, something was sent especially
to the Afnan in reply to the petitions. God willing, it hath
arrived.

Peace be upon you, and the mercy of God, and His blessings.

Let not Jinab-i-Ashraf be sorrowful. Verily, He will assist him
through a grace from His presence. We beseech the Most High
that He may enable him to do that which is meet and seemly.

The honoured Afnan are present together with a number of
travellers, and all are seen to be in the utmost joy and gladness.
The Afnan had previously been in Beirut. Out of wisdom,
permission for the renewed presence of his son was not granted.
We have given leave to Hadrat-i-Kabir—upon him be the glory
of God—should he wish to remain, that is, to stay in Beirut.
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He is.

May the meadows and fields of the hearts of lovers ever be
illumined by the Sun of the Beauty of the Beloved, and may
the pools in the lands of yearning souls ever overflow and be
immersed in the Kawthar of the ruby-red lips of the Beloved.
We hope that as long as that Lamp of spiritual beauty shines
forth in the horizons of manifestation, these lamps of hearts
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will be set ablaze by it, and as long as that Living Water flows
in the inner realms of contingent being, these souls will be
refreshed by it.

God willing, may the rains of separation ever pour down from
the clouds of union upon the gathering places of loving hearts
and the stations of yearning souls, not through any merit of
their own, and may that Spring cause fragrant flowers to grow
in these gardens at all times, so that through the joy of this
atmosphere, the minds of spirits veiled by darkened forms may
become pure and clean, and behold themselves naked in the
presence of the Beloved. Indeed, each soul has an ordained
capacity and every thing has a fitting rank and station wherein
it is mentioned.

However, some are given a prescribed sustenance according
to a known measure and reckoning, while others receive an
undefined portion from the treasury of “Thou givest sustenance
to whom Thou willest without account.” One is brought to a
limited reward after traversing the stages of limitation and
annihilating the degrees of existence, while another is raised
up in his very place of sitting from the invisible and visible
realms and drawn to the ultimate goal and shown the bow-
length nearness of the Worshipped One.

What more can be said? How many brands have been placed
upon the faces of lovers, and how many yearning souls have
been consumed in separation! When the pen reached the de-
scription of this state, the power of expression withdrew and
the book of explaining this separation was rolled up.

The rest of this tale comes without words, To the heart of one
who possesses the light of soul

In any case, in all conditions praise with joy and give thanks
with delight, for you have been rewarded before the labor and
mentioned before remembrance, for He is the ever-Powerful,
the Doer without being questioned, the Ever-Living, the
Almighty, the All-Encompassing, the Most High.

To the travelers in the land of India, the arrivers at the Kaaba
of certitude, and the seekers of the face of the Beloved - to
each one by whatever name and title is fitting and suitable -
He makes mention in loving unity through the stages of oneness.
Although there was no previous connection or precedence, the
new custom caused the ancient covenant to be forgotten, as
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it is said: Love for You has abrogated mention of what came
before. And peace.
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To: Household of Baha’u’llah et al.

God, blessed and exalted, has said: “If ye would count the
favors of God, ye cannot reckon them.” Among these favors
are mention and praise, and utterance and expression....

To continue: the handwritten lines upon that exalted page
were submitted in the Holy Presence, and the bounties of the
Dawning-Place of clear tokens and the Day-Spring of verses —
their description, in truth, is exalted above all the stations of
this world, not for me alone, but for all the cherubim of the
celestial realm....

Write to Husayn Effendi to pray for matar [rain], that God may
send rain. Apparently, lack of rain hath become a barrier and
kept thee from the Source. God willing, rain will come, roads
will be adorned and closeness attained. Tabasha in ‘Akka may
not be less than tabasha in Haifa. We beseech God to protect
thee, aid thee, confirm thee, render thee successful and bring
thee close to Him. He is the Mighty and Powerful. He is the
Answerer of prayers...

Day and night We beseech God, glorified be His grandeur, to
send to this servant [Khadimu ‘llah] that bough of the Blessed
Tree, His honour the solace of the world Aqay-i Husayn Effendi,
upon him be peace from the All-Merciful, that the eyes of the
longing souls may be brightened and the hearts of the yearning
ones may be gladdened and assured. One cannot wish better
than this from an offspring. May the world be ever green and
verdant through his name, and may humanity rejoice and be
enamoured of his love. The beauty of the world is evident and
manifest. However, its adornments are trees, and trees are
adorned with leaves. Therefore, the exalted leaf, the fruit of the
Tree, her honour Diya’iyyih Khanum, upon her be God’s Glory,
serving the light of eternity, His Highness Husayn Effendi, upon
him be a thousand glories and a thousand praises, is engaged in
looking after essential affairs. Most certainly, he needs such a
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companion, and that is the Leaf of the Beauteous Tree, exalted
above praise....

LTDT.322-323x

BHUO0008

Words of Baha'u’llah to Haji Mirza Haydar ’Ali (version 2)
Date: after 1879

In the days we spent in the Abode of Peace [Baghdad], we
would sit in the coffee-house and meet with souls both familiar
and strange, from within and without. The services and hard-
ships of those days—which were far greater in Adrianople and
now several times more so in ‘Akka—the Most Great Branch
has borne, for in Baghdad we were not outwardly imprisoned,
and the Cause of God had not one-hundredth of its present
fame, nor did its opponents number one-hundredth of what
they do now.

In the Land of Mystery we would meet with some, but in the
Most Great Prison we have met with no one and have com-
pletely closed the door of association, while the Master has
endured all hardships for our comfort and ease. The Master
has become an impregnable fortress and a mighty shield be-
fore all peoples and nations, giving us tranquility. First they
secured for us the Mansion of Mazra’ih where we resided, and
then the Mansion of Bahji. And they have arisen to serve the
Cause and been so confirmed that they have not even the op-
portunity to come to the Mansion of Bahji weekly, while we
commune with the friends and are occupied with the revelation
of Tablets and verses, and they are burdened with trials and
tribulations, for association with these people brings greater
hardship than anything else.

[On another day, speaking of a related matter, He said that]

the eloquence of the Most Great Branch and His power, influ-
ence and ascendancy are not yet known or apparent—later it
will become clear how, single and alone, He will raise the stan-
dard of the Most Great Name at the world’s axis with what
power, penetration and mercifulness, and how He will gather
all who are on earth beneath the pavilion of peace and tran-
quility. If it were possible for every soul, upon first arriving in
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the city of ‘Akka, to meet the Most Great Branch, and upon
departure to see only some of the sincere loved ones before
leaving the city, it would be more beneficial to their spiritual
condition, for they would not have witnessed human thoughts
and earthly deeds. If souls possess vision, the signs of Truth
will not be obscured from them.
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Husayn

In the Name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Holy, the
Most Glorious

This evanescent servant has been blessed by the fragrant
breezes wafting from your noble letter, which diffused the
sweet-scented perfume of love and affection and the fragrance
of sincerity towards God, the Lord of creation. I beseech
and implore God, exalted and mighty be He, to perpetually
sustain your honor upon this pleasing path and exalted favor.
Some time ago, when your gracious letter was received by this
servant, a detailed response was submitted along with two
Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablets - one specifically for the Leaf
and another for the Wondrous Leaf, upon them both be the
glory of God - and these were dispatched from that direction.
Therefore, this time, due to complete preoccupation, there
was no opportunity to write in detail.

What can this evanescent servant say? In these days he is so
occupied that not a moment’s respite can be found. Outwardly,
I have not seen and do not see this weak existence capable of
performing this momentous task. Thus it is that divine confir-
mations provide assistance, otherwise how could this greatest
of tasks and this evanescent, weak and lowly servant be recon-
ciled? Likewise, this time Most Mighty, Most Exalted Tablets
have descended from the heaven of oneness specifically for that
beloved one and the honored and revered Aqa Aqa Mir Siyyid
‘Ayn Allah, and the Leaf, and the Wondrous Leaf, and the son,
and these were sent through Rafi’. God willing, they will attain
to their perusal.
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I request from your kindnesses that you convey to his honor
the aforementioned Aqa, upon him be the glory of God, expres-
sions of pure devotion and utter self-effacement, and the Most
Wondrous, Most Exalted, Most Sublime, Most Glorious salu-
tation on behalf of this servant. Her Holiness the Leaf, upon
her be the glory of God, and likewise the sons, upon them
be the glory of God - the conveying of wondrous and exalted
salutations depends on your kindness and favors.

The servant of God.

All the Branches and Twigs of the Blessed Tree and the mem-
bers of the pavilion of divine infallibility remember your honor
with wondrous and exalted remembrances and glorify you with
jewels of praise. Verily, glory be upon you and upon those with
you.
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To: Asad

He is the Guide to His Straight Path!

O Asad! Upon thee be My glory! The letter of His Honor
Abu’l-Fadl - upon him be My glory - which he wrote to thee
was present before Me and I gave ear to it. Praised be God,
every word of his words testified to his endeavor and service
purely for the sake of God. In the land of H, the luminary of
detachment rose and shone forth from the horizon of his deeds.
Verily thy Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

This year complaints have been received from some teachers
in various regions, despite what hath repeatedly been revealed
from the Supreme Pen concerning the qualifications of teachers
- that which hath perfumed the world of detachment with its
fragrance. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to
assist His loved ones in that which will attract the hearts of
His servants. Verily He is powerful over all things. The deeds
and actions of every soul reveal his station and rank. Blessed
are they who are endowed with insight! However, the arrival
of Abu’l-Fadl in any land hath been and is the cause of the
enkindlement of souls. Reports about him have repeatedly
arrived from the land of A, and an answer that would be the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

f:l".ﬂl\ bl o I ol g

e bl ol e Sl e
sls @\; u‘AL‘{J‘ dé\«{jﬁ .,\,%‘-\4»

uéJ\)JAM\b}]Lﬁjtoqu’)Jj

d‘éyﬁdf“wlid")\t&*\ﬂf°

M‘&‘ﬁ&)

S b gam ) S s )
Ll 5s el B a5 ST e Aoyt
plhsl e 25,0 51 & adToad J3b ol
45 O s J)mew,ﬁ”
Je &) osle U8l 4 OJF L L duL>-\
rwwwﬁdh‘\jﬂ\JJ@;SX

3508 Oy u.faf«U Gk Syl P4z,
il Caw sy 2 5o Jadls) Sl
oS 0l S G 5 03 sE
5 P e Kl 5 0y S 02
el Al B as dll el oS i

31

8]

6


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v018/?page=39

Vol. 102: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1873-1892, year unknown) part II

BH03100

cause of awareness and the key to wisdom was sent. All must
today hold fast to means that will cause the acceptance of those
outside the Faith, that they may come and find. Some deeds
and words are the cause of flight and denial, while others are
proof of nearness and acceptance. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to make him a guide to His creation in His
kingdom. Verily He is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

The souls whom they have mentioned have each attained unto
the waves of the divine ocean of utterance, and there hath been

revealed from the Supreme Pen that which shall not change.

We give glad tidings to Our loved ones there and make mention
of them with that which will remind them and draw them nigh
unto the Great Announcement of God. The glory from Us be
upon him and upon the loved ones of God who are there, and
upon those whom nothing whatsoever hath prevented from
God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Asad! One of My Branches who was named Badi’ presented
himself with the letter of His Honor Fadl - upon him be My

grace and My glory. He received an answer and sent it forth.

We beseech God to assist all in that which He loveth and is
pleased with. Verily He is powerful over all things.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali Afnan, in China

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the heaven of proof.

A mention from Us to him who attained to acceptance on a
day wherein the men who claimed knowledge without any proof
from God, the Lord of the worlds, turned away. Through their
turning away the people turned away, whereby there befell the
Lord of the world that which caused the Faithful Spirit to
lament.

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and My mercy and
My loving-kindness. The servant in attendance hath presented
that wherewith thou didst call upon God, the Lord of earth
and heaven and Lord of the mighty throne. He read it before
Our face. We found therein that which beseemeth thee in the
days of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have
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heard and answered thee. Verily He is the Hearing, the Seeing.

We bear witness that thou hast arisen to serve the Cause and
hast manifested that whose fragrance shall never be cut off

throughout the endurance of the names and attributes of God.

Verily thy Lord is the True, the Faithful.

Say: My God, my God! I desire to remember Thee in such
wise that from the very stones Thy remembrance and praise
might be raised up, and from the seas Thy glorification and Thy
celebration of unity. O my Lord! Aid me in such remembrance
whereby there might appear in all things a tongue speaking of
Thy verses and testifying to what Thou hast manifested in Thy
days. Thou art He to Whose power and might and grandeur
and dominion all created things have testified. Write down
for me then from Thy Most Exalted Pen what beseemeth Thy
grace and Thy favors and Thy generosity and Thy gifts.

5 O my Lord! How can I recount the wondrous tokens of Thy
loving-kindness? By Thy glory, O Thou Goal of the world and
Beloved of the nations! I see myself powerless to enumerate
them, much less to render thanks for them. Through Thy
grace Thou hast shown me what was withheld from Thy Moses
on the Mount of Rapture and caused me to hear what Thy
Beloved heard in His night ascent. I beseech Thee, O Lord of
Names and Creator of heaven, by Thy Name through which
the mysteries were revealed and rivers flowed from rocks, and
by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the splendors
of the lights of Thy countenance, to draw me nigh unto Thee in
the manifest exterior even as Thou hast drawn me nigh in the
interior. Then preserve me, O my God, from the evil of Thine
enemies who violated Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, who
disputed Thy verses and denied Thy proof. There is no God
but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Compelling.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa) et al.

He is Powerful over whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Pro-

tecting, the Self-Subsisting.

B ol 5 Tl el

2V e e s lee 16 iy M gy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 33


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=530

ot

Vol. 102: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1873-1892, year unknown) part II

BH03304

The Divine Day calleth out by itself and summoneth those
on earth to the most exalted horizon. This Day in one sta-
tion is a brilliant light that guideth those near unto God to
the straight path and bestoweth awareness of the momentous
announcement.

O Vav! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. At
this time one of My Branches, who was named Diya’ in the
Crimson Book, was present and We made mention of thee
with verses that have encompassed those in the heavens and
on earth.

And in another station this Day is the Water of Life for all who
dwell in the realm of possibility. It is the true Salsabil and the
spiritual Kawthar. From the hand of bounty It bestoweth upon
the thirsty that which is the cause of everlasting life. Say: Well
is it with them that drink!

O Ra! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness. The
whole world hath been created for the recognition of this
blessed Day, and yet most of the people of the world are
deprived, save whom God, thy Lord, willeth.

And in one station It possesseth the Book of the world and
with It are the secrets of all peoples. At one time thou seest It
seated upon the throne of utterance, teaching the people that
which draweth them nigh, causeth them to know, and profiteth
them. At another time thou beholdest It interpreting for all
the different groups. Thus hath My Most Exalted Pen spoken
at this blessed and manifest time. And were the mysteries
of this Day to be mentioned, thou wouldst see all rendered
unconscious save a few.

O Varqa! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of the
Kingdom of Names. Praise be to God that thou didst attain
and act upon that which was imparted in the presence. Blessed
art thou and blessed is he who hath heard thy call concerning
the Cause of thy Lord. Time and again in these days hast thou
been mentioned by the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God
to assist thee to conquer hearts through the name of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Beloved.

O thou who art dear at the Throne! Thou art mentioned and
hast attained unto grace. O Spirit of God! Give thanks unto
God for having assisted thee, granted thee success, brought
thee into His presence, and caused thee to hear His sweetest
call from His most exalted horizon. Glory be upon you and
upon those who love you and hearken to your words in this
mighty Book.
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To: Yahya Masihi Baha'i

He has dawned from the horizon of the heaven of utterance

This is the day wherein the attraction of the Call that was
raised from the direction of ‘Akka hath seized Mount Sinai.
Thereupon all things cried out: “At Thy service, O Lord of
Names and Creator of heaven! Blessed be the city that hath
attained unto Thy presence, and the land that hath been hon-
ored by Thy footsteps. Woe betide him who hath heard and
denied the announcement of God, the Mighty, the Wise.”

And Carmel called out: “Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the
world and Beloved of the nations, for having manifested Thyself
and honored me with Thy presence after the fire of separation
from Thee had well-nigh destroyed me. I testify that through
Thee was fulfilled that which was recorded in the Books and
inscribed by the Pen of God, the Lord of the worlds.”

Then the Call was raised from Bethlehem saying: “At Thy ser-
vice, O Thou through Whom the ocean of knowledge surged be-
fore the faces of all religions! At Thy service, O Thou through
Whom the gate of reunion was opened when Thou didst give
Thy lovers to drink, from the hand of Thy bounty, the Kawthar
of Thy presence! I beseech Thee by the breathings of Thy
verses and by that which hath been raised from the direction
of Thy prison, to aid Thy people to acknowledge Thy Manifes-
tation and to confess that which Thou hast revealed through
Thy grace. I testify that Thou hast fulfilled Thy Covenant
and that which Thou didst promise to Thy loved ones and ser-
vants in Thy Books and Tablets, and Thou hast come from the
horizon of power with Thy great glory.”

Hearken unto the Call of the Lord of all being in the luminous
tongue: Today Mount Sinai is gladdened by the presence of
its Beloved and with the most exalted call giveth the glad-
tidings unto all things, while Zion speaketh the word “Hasten
ye!l” Blessed is the soul that hath drunk from the imperishable
Kawthar and hath attained unto the hearing of the Call.

i O thou who hast turned unto Us! We have heard thy call and

from the direction of the prison have turned toward thee and
made mention of thee with verses that shall never change nor
be effaced. Say: My God, my God! Aid me to remember Thee
and to praise Thee amongst Thy servants with the wisdom
Thou hast sent down in Thy Book. I beseech Thee to enable me
to arise to serve Thee and to mention that which hath appeared
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in Thy days. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the
All-Bountiful.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praised be God, your letters have arrived in constant succes-
sion. Each one was a testimony to trust, turning unto God,
assurance, steadfast adherence, and supplication; and the bless-
ing of health hath in every condition been the key that opened
the door of joy and gladness.

Jinab-i-Afnan and the Afnan—upon them be the grace of God,
His bounty, and His splendour—have been and continue to
be with you; wherefore estrangement hath neither station nor
effect. This is of the bounty of God.

Concerning the printing of the pages and books, whatsoever
hath been done is good; yet it should be done in the name
of the Afnan, or of some other person, and not in your own
name. The mention of Badi’ was intended only in jest, and for
no other purpose.

As to the books, whatever needed to be said was mentioned;
Mishkin accepted it and hath begun the work. Mention
was also made to certain others. In these days petitions
have arrived in your name from Jinab-i-Mirza Hasan, the
calligrapher—upon him be Baha’u’llah’s glory. Until now
they have not become aware of your journey. This time a
reply is being sent, but hereafter it was commanded that
Jinab Muhammad and ‘Ali should send unto you paper, pen,
ink, and books. They arrived and were delivered.

With regard to the books, in whatsoever manner you acted,
you have attained the grace of acceptance; for the obtaining of
every book hath become easy. Whatever of the handwriting of
the Wronged One is in existence, preserve it separately.

We beseech God that He may confirm the honoured Afnan in
all conditions. Verily, He is powerful over all things. All are
at all times occupied in your remembrance. We ask God to
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ordain for you that whereby the ensigns of His Cause may be
raised amidst the signs of His might and sovereignty. Verily,
He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Glory be upon you and upon those who love you, circle around
you, and hearken unto your words in this great Announcement.

The latest news is this: on this night We gave his wife in
marriage to Jinab ‘Abdu’l-Karim. We beseech God, through
His bounty and loving-kindness, to bring harmony between the
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BH11587
Lawh-i-Bismi al-Mazzah (the Humorist)
To: Furughiyyih (daughter of Baha’u’llah) et al.
In My Name, the Humorist CE"U P
We are the lovers of Thy face, The dwellers in Thy dwelling- &z b g6 oSkl gy, olaile b
place, Enthralled by every tress of grace— 5 G

I seek Thy goodly pleasure’s light, I seek Thy presence day and
night, For Thee I yield my soul outright.

Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!

We are the gazelles of Thy plain, The fishes of Thy mystic
main, Who seek Thy law, Thy path attain.

I seek Thy beauty’s deathless ray, I seek Thy glory’s bright
array, Our souls for Thee we cast away.

Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!

We are the envoys of Thy court, The circlers of Thy sacred
fort, The servants of Thy high behest and port.

I seek reunion with Thy light, I seek Thy splendor burning
bright, For Thee I yield myself outright.

Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!

We are love’s slain ones at Thy door, The dead whom severance
wounded sore, In Thy Name selfless evermore.
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2 Iseek Thy trial and Thy pain, I seek Thy doom, whate’er befall

or reign, Our souls for Thee are gladly slain.
Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!

We are the birds ensnared by Thee, The fish enmeshed in Thy
vast sea, The cupbearers of Thine ecstasy.

I seek Thy faithfulness divine, Yea, even Thy cruelty as wine,
For Thee I yield this life of mine.

i Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!
" We are the circlers of Thy prison, The warders where Thy light

hath risen, The keepers of Thy secret vision.

I seek Thy call’s awakening fire, I seek Thy breath, The heart’s
desire, Our souls for Thee to dust retire.

Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!

We are the drinkers of Thy cup, The bearers of Thy heaven
up, The seers of Thy treasure deep laid up.

I seek Thy praise in every tongue, I seek Thy song forever sung,
For Thee my soul is loosed and flung.

Hey Hey—of Baha ask more! Hey Hey—of God implore!

We are the maddened by Thy glance, The guardians of Thy
hid expanse, The knowers of Thy mystic trance.

I seek Thy vesture and Thy sign, I seek Thy robe in every line,
Our souls for Thee in offering shine.

5 Hey Hey—of God implore! Hey Hey—of Baha ask more!
26 O Furughiyyih, this Tablet reached the honored lady and now

reacheth thee. Give thanks unto the Desired One of the world
that He hath crowned thee with the crown of nearness. Be
thou thankful unto thy Lord for this great bounty.

7 O honored lady! The Truth sometimes speaketh in the tongue

of the people. This very leaf is witness and proof thereof. We

commanded the servant in attendance to write and send it.

The glory be upon you and upon those who love you for the
sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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O Thou, the Creator of every wondrous creation oo :{ e b

This is what hath been revealed from the heaven of eternity,
and in it there is set forth the station wherein the Beauty of
god hath mounted the Throne of a Great Name. He verily hath
been promised in all the Scriptures under every name, if ye are
those who know. In the Bayan he was named as He who shall
be made manifest, and He shall appear in the Mustaghath with
evident authority.

Say: By God! This is the day the like of which the eyes of the
unseen have not witnessed; how much less the eyes of those
who have shut themselves out as by a veil. Blessed is he who
appeareth in utmost humility in this day in the presence of
God, and readeth this Tablet before his Throne, so that the
hearing of the Lord may listen to its melodies, which have
been altered in the past betwixt heaven and earth. In this
manner shall this Name be mentioned in a seat which god
hath sanctified beyond the description of the people of the
world. Our intention in whatever hath been revealed in this
Tablet is none other but My own Self which is supreme over
all creation.

Whosoever awaiteth a Manifestation after Me is indeed among
the lost. And He who shall be manifest after the thousand
years will speak in My Name. And He who shall come in the
time of the Mustaghath will bear witness unto Me, and pro-
claim that I am God, the Lord of heaven and earth. No one
hath wholly comprehended this Revelation, except to a pre-
scribed measure. He verily knoweth all things. Hold fast after
Me unto the Branches that have branched from this Ancient
Root. From them will the fragrance of My garment be shed
throughout the world, and none shall inhale it, save those who
turn their faces towards Him, and remain steadfast.

5 It behooveth you, O people of Baha, to be firm in the Cause of

god in all circumstances, and beware lest ye follow every igno-
rant transgressor. After the Aghsan, a lofty station hath been
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ordained for the servant in attendance before the Throne. It is
seemly that ye should revere the Kith and Kin among whom
was manifested the Beloved of the Worlds, and who believed
in God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Thus was it revealed in
the Bayan, and in this luminous Tablet. Whosoever turneth
away from them is of the disbelievers and who joined partners
with God, and is among the truly lost, unless he expresseth
repentance, for He is the All-Forgiving, the Compassionate.
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Words of Baha’u’llah to Haji Mirza Haydar °Ali

A good character and associating with people in a pleasant
manner - this is teaching. No matter how much one engages
the other party in presenting proofs, it ultimately leads to stub-
bornness and opposition, for they see themselves as subdued
and defeated, which increases their heedlessness and veiling.
One should mention: “This is correct; consider this aspect as
well - is it right or wrong?” Certainly with courtesy, love and
kindness the other party will listen and will not become pre-
occupied with formulating responses and creating arguments,
but will acknowledge the point. When they observe that the
intent is not contention and victory, but rather to uphold the
word of truth and sincerity and to manifest humanity and di-
vine mercy, they will surely be fair and the eyes and heart of
their innate nature will open. By God’s grace they will become
a new creation with keen vision and fresh hearing.

Many of the blameworthy and harmful consequences of argu-
mentation and conquest were mentioned. The Most Great
Branch would listen so attentively to any meaningless con-
versation that the other party would say “they wish to learn
from me,” and gradually, in ways they did not perceive, He
would bestow awareness and understanding upon them. He
took leave and departed, and was summoned again after noon.
After receiving special divine favors and kindnesses, he bade
farewell with reverence and prostration in his heart. As he
kissed the threshold, They drew near and softly said “We have
commended you to the Most Great Branch.” But They spoke
in such a way that the ascension and setting of the Most Holy
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Beauty and the Most Pure Sun occurred to his heart, and he
sought refuge at the Divine Threshold from such thoughts and
imaginings.

ABCC.027, STDH.109-110
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To: Muhammad Husayn

Concerning what you wrote about Jinab-i-Mulla Husayn and
his son, upon them be the Glory of God, a special Most Holy,
Most Exalted mention was made for them and sent; it is
strange that it has not arrived. Similarly, all your requests
have been answered one by one and sent. Instructions have
been given to bring funds to that region. After receiving
them, safeguard them and send word. Likewise, whatever
arrives from anywhere should remain in that land until word
is received.

Regarding agriculture, He has given a general ruling in these
matters, which is that it is obligatory for every soul to engage
in a profession, agriculture, or craft, and that very work itself
is worship in the sight of God, even if one tarries but a day in
any land. Thus, in the days of departure from Iraq, although
preparations were being made for migration, nevertheless they
were engaged in farming, and at the time of departure it was
commanded that the harvest be distributed among the friends.

This is what has flowed from the Pen of the utterance concern-
ing you:

O Nabil-i-Qabli Husayn! Upon you be the remembrance of God
and His praise. Grieve not over anything. Verily, He is with
whoever aids his Lord. Glorify thy Lord with praise at all times.
Affairs shall proceed according to what God hath willed. Some
of the friends in that land, due to hardship and difficulty, are in
need of solace. Be thou a comforter on behalf of this Prisoner.
They have not been and will not be forgotten. According to
the exigencies of the time, means, and consummate wisdom,
the outpourings of the All-Merciful from the heaven of mercy
shall be bestowed, both outwardly and inwardly.
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5 Convey My Great Glory unto thyself and unto them that are
with thee and unto those who have believed in God, the Single,
the All-Informed.

BRL__SOCIAL#201x
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He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

We have heard thy call and witnessed thy turning unto Me, thy
devotion and thy burning in separation from thy Lord. We had
previously made mention of thee in such wise that through it
the sweet savors of the All-Merciful were wafted throughout
all creation. We beseech God to aid thee and enable thee to
remember Him, to praise Him and to serve His Cause. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.

3 When thou hast quaffed the choice wine of revelation from
the cup of My utterance and found the fragrance of the All-
Merciful from My words, say: My God, my God! Separation
from Thee hath destroyed me, remoteness from Thee hath con-
sumed me, Thy Manifestation hath bewildered me, Thy verses
have enkindled me, and Thy clear tokens have attracted me. I
beseech Thee by the Word through which they that are nigh
hastened to the place of sacrifice, to ordain for me, by Thy Most
Exalted Pen, the reward of attaining Thy presence, of standing
before Thy countenance, and of appearing at the door of Thy
grandeur. O Lord! Thou seest me attracted by the breezes
of Thy Revelation and soaring in the atmosphere of Thy love.
I beseech Thee by the rain-showers of the dawn of Thy Man-
ifestation and by the lights of Thy countenance to cause me,
under all conditions, to hold fast to the cord of Thy grace and
to act according to what Thou hast commanded me in Thy
Book. Verily, Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Strong, the
All-Powerful.

He hath loved and continueth to love His chosen ones, and hath
come for their meeting and the manifestations of His bounty
and favor. However, the oppression of the oppressors and the
heedlessness of the heedless have become an obstacle. For some
time now, the prison-land hath been in turmoil, for one from
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among the people of hatred occupied the seat of government
for a period. Although he hath now returned to hell - meaning
he was dismissed - yet until now the land hath not become
settled. Therefore We have paused in giving permission to
utter the Word. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
the Forgiving, the Merciful. We beseech of Him whatsoever is
conducive to the good of this world and the next. Verily, He
is powerful over all things and worthy to answer.
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BHUO0011

Words of Baha'u’llah to Haji Mirza Haydar ’Ali (version 1)
Date: after 1879

In our days in Baghdad, we would go to the coffeechouse and
sit there, meeting with outsiders and insiders, strangers and
friends, those far and near. We would bring the distant near,
make the stranger a friend, bring the outsider in, serve the
Cause of God, aid the Word of God, and exalt the Name of
God. Those same services, troubles, hardships, trials and tribu-
lations of those days were endured to a far greater degree by
the Most Great Branch in Adrianople, and to an even greater
and better extent in Akka. For in Baghdad we were not out-
wardly imprisoned and confined, and the Cause of God had not
yet attained even one-hundredth of its present fame, nor did it
face even one-hundredth of its present opponents, adversaries
and enemies.

In the Land of Mystery too, we would meet with some and
grant audience to others. But in the Most Great Prison we
have met with no one and have completely closed the doors of
association. The Master has borne all the hardships for our
comfort and ease. He has become an impregnable fortress and
a mighty shield before the world and its peoples, bringing us
comfort. For us, they first obtained the Mansion of Mazra’ih
where we stayed, and then the Mansion of Bahji. He has arisen
to serve the Cause in such wise that He does not even have the
opportunity to visit Bahji weekly, while we are occupied with
[...] and the revelation of manifest verses, and they are beset
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with trouble, hardship and distress, for association with these
people is more troublesome than any other hardship.

ABCC.026, STDH.105-106
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To: Mirza Haji Aqa, in Tihran

He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Praise be to God that despite the flames of hatred burning in
the hearts of the heedless and oppressors, the light of grace
shines forth from the horizon of the heaven of His bounty. To-
day from the rustling of the leaves of the Lote-Tree beyond
which there is no passing was heard “The Glory has come,”
and from its branches wafted the fragrance of the All-Merciful.
Blessed is the servant whom the might of the people did not
deprive of the light of this Day, who detached himself from
what he possessed in hope of that which is with God.

O Haji Aqa! Thy letter which thou didst send to Muhammad,
upon him be My glory, was presented before the Most Holy
and Exalted Presence. It attained the honor of being seen
and was read by one of My Branches who was named Diya
in the Supreme Horizon. We have answered thee with this

Clear Tablet that thou mayest rejoice and be of those who are
thankful.

Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory, hath mentioned thee,
and likewise mentioned the book which his honor Zaynu’l-
Mugarrabin, upon him be My glory, is engaged in transcribing.
Say:

5 Praise be to Thee, O my God, my Lord and my Desire, for
having remembered me in days wherein sorrows have encom-
passed Thee from all directions. I beseech Thee by Thy mercy
which hath preceded all created things, by Thy bounty which
hath encompassed all contingent beings, and by Thy Name
through which Thou didst assist Thy loved ones and chosen
ones, to make me steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in Thy ser-
vice. O Lord! I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
have turned to Thee, detached from all else but Thee. I beseech
Thee by Thy generosity which hath encompassed existence and
by Thy Manifestation through which the Mount smiled, to en-
able me to perform such deeds as will diffuse the fragrance of
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Thy good-pleasure. Then ordain for me, O my God, through
Thy Name, that which will exalt me in Thy dominion. Verily
Thou art the Possessor of the kingdom and the realms above,
and in Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on earth. And praise be to Thee, O Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran

He is the Helper, the All-Wise!

O ‘Ali, O Akbar! Thou hast mentioned the opposers in the land
of Sad. The world is in upheaval. The Pharaohs of the past
have been resurrected. Dawlatabadi and his followers have
become afflicted with delusions that have had and have no
equal. The Shi’ih party stands in the first rank with that party.
It is not known to what they cling, to what they turn, and from
what they turn away. By the life of God, they have been and
are worshippers of idle fancies and names. The former party
arranged for themselves lords equal to the numerical value of
the name Javad, yet they still counted themselves as believers
in unity.

Your honor hath not fallen short in service, mention and teach-
ing, but heedless souls are not susceptible to guidance. Now
there exist the equivalent of all the books, nay more, yet they
have said what they have said. They have passed over the
station wherein the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else
be sacrificed for Him - declared “Verily I am the first of the
worshippers,” and have clung to a station of which they have
not been and are not aware. Would that the people knew who
exalted Him and who mentioned Him!

The requirements of wisdom in those days, for the protection
of the Source of the Cause from God, were manifest. After the
rending of veils, endless hardships, writing through nights and
days, and arising before the faces of all people, veils thicker
than before are seen to have appeared and become barriers.
It behooveth thee to beseech God to purify the ears for hear-
kening unto what hath been revealed from His presence, and
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the eyes for beholding His signs. Verily He is powerful over all
things.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the loved ones of
that land. The light from Our presence be upon thee and upon
those who love thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Haji Mirza Buzurg Afnan

In the Name of the One True Friend

We have risen this day through God’s bounty, mercy, grace
and bestowal, and We were speaking in remembrance when
My Greater Branch arrived and mentioned you and what was
manifested from you in My days and your days. We have
remembered you with a remembrance that no remembrance
can equal, and We have revealed for you that whose fragrance
shall never be cut off, and We have turned toward you with
a favor that all the treasures of the heavens and earth cannot
equal.

O Buzurg, O My Afnan! Upon you be My glory and My mercy.
The Tongue of Grandeur and the Most Exalted Pen bear wit-
ness that your days were adorned with service to the Cause of
God. In truth, you performed that which became the cause of
the Most Great Remembrance in God’s Book, and assuredly
the reward for what was manifested shall be made manifest.
Verily He is with you and heareth your call and seeth your
turning and orientation toward Him. He is indeed the Com-
passionate, the Generous, the True, the Faithful.

All that you sent arrived in days when the regions of the world
were darkened through the tyranny of the oppressors while the
Wronged One was established upon the Most Pure and Lu-
minous Throne in the prison of ‘Akka. The oppressors imag-
ined that what they had wrought would extinguish the light of
God’s Cause. How evil was that which they imagined! Soon
they shall witness its exaltation and ascendancy and the ap-
pearance of that which hath been ordained by the Pen of God,
the Lord of all worlds.
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Say: O people! By God’s life, that which never appeared in
the world hath appeared. Blessed are they who possess un-
derstanding. The resplendent, radiant Glory shining from the
horizon of My Most Exalted Pen be upon you and upon those
who are with you and who love you and hearken to your words
concerning this mighty and wondrous Cause.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Almighty

O Greater Branch! Due to your departure, the matter of the
Tablets has been delayed, the departure of Mulla Muhammad-
‘Ali has been postponed, the blessed Cause is in suspension,
and both Barkih and Barkih are in regret. Indeed, due to your
departure most matters are suspended and still, nay rather,
they appear disordered. How excellent was what was said -
that from its rising and setting two cities were turned upside
down.

Your letters from before and after arrived and the Most Great
Branch sent them and they were seen. According to what
was mentioned, the matter of the sale was not established on
a firm, solid foundation. The sale by some people appears
flimsier than a spider’s web. In any case, time is needed - it
must be made so firm that no thought of change would occur.
Then whatever is expedient, after reflection and consultation,
carry it out. Verily He is the Protector of the doers of good.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Now when five hours remain till sunset, his honor Diya has
come and beseeched that mention be made of you, and the
Supreme Pen intended to make mention after sleep, but due
to Diya’s insistence this Tablet was written before sleep.

5 May his honor Majd be preserved and joyous, God willing.

Glory be upon you and upon those who love you and mention
you and who are with you, and upon Husayn who attained to
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My service and emigrated with Me, and upon every insightful
one who has turned towards Me.

BHUO0014

To: words to Abu’l-Qasim the gardener

Do you see this Garden? Do you see all these stones? All
will be destroyed. But the time will come when these will be
renewed, and then they will be fixed for all time. But the
people will not be satisfied, but will bring marble. Even this
will not satisfy them. They will bring one brick of silver and
one brick of gold. But these stones, in My Eyes, are greater
than gold or silver the people will bring. And in that time the
people will weep and cry, and will say: ‘What a great time
was that when Abul Kasim used to serve in this Garden!” And
they will beg to be permitted to visit this Place.

SUR.281-282, PN_ 1901 p029, PN_ 1901 p041

BHO05250

For a number of years Huquq was not accepted... However, in
recent years We have, in view of the exigencies of the times,
accepted the payment of the Huquq, but have forbidden so-
licitation thereof. Everyone must have the utmost regard for
the dignity of the Word of God and for the exaltation of His
Cause. Were a person to offer all the treasures of the earth at
the cost of debasing the honour of the Cause of God, were it
even less than a grain of mustard, such an offering would not
be permissible. All the world hath belonged and will always
belong to God. If one spontaneously offereth Huquq with the
utmost joy and radiance it will be acceptable, and not other-
wise. The benefit of such deeds reverteth unto the individuals
themselves. This measure hath been ordained in view of the
necessity for material means, for “averse is God from putting
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aught into effect except through its means”. Thus instructions
were given to receive the Huqugq....

BRL HUQUQ#005x, COC#1125x

BHO05252

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is God, exalted be His glory.

From the time of your departure until now, it hath not become
known what ye have done, or what ye are doing. In every
matter, write daily and inform us fully of the affairs there and
of your own condition, that due knowledge may be obtained.
‘Abdu’l-Ghani hath arrived and brought no letter from you;
likewise several of the people of that place have come hither,
yet were without news of you. This matter became the cause
of sorrow to some.

In the dispatch of messengers, from both sides—that is, from
here and from there—megligence is in no wise permissible.
Jinab-i-Haji ‘Ali hath for some time been subjected to hard-
ship; yet the toil of the garden hath proved more beneficial.
God willing, he may remain preserved and occupied with the
necessary affairs. His Holiness the Most Great Branch made
mention that, despite what had been written, no report hath
arrived.

In brief, prolonged delay serveth no useful purpose. Accom-
plish speedily that which hath been intended, and come. And
write daily of your circumstances. Peace be upon you, and
upon ‘Abdu’r-Ra’uf, and upon Haji ‘Ali, and upon all those
with you among the sincere servants of God.

5 Some of the Afnan have arrived, and some have likewise come
to Beirut. In these days, your presence before the Countenance
is required. This servant, too, instead of planting the saplings
of men, is occupied with planting trees; and the necessary mat-
ters have remained suspended and deferred. The command is
in His hand.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is God. all s

> Praise be to God! The tree of the garden hath yielded its fruit,
and in the autumn ye have eaten and carried away the fruits
of the spring therefrom. This child, in a single night, hath
traversed a path of a thousand years. If ye did not partake
thereof, the labourers at least have eaten. God willing, ye too
shall yet partake. Your departure caused the swift world of
writing to come to a standstill. What God hath willed hath
come to pass. Haji ‘Abdu’llah—upon him be greeting—God
doth indeed confirm in service. Entrust unto him the planting
of the trees and saplings, for he, by the help of God, brought
forth brightness out of blackness, and transformed the mire
of the old garden into limpid water. These powers were of
God’s grace; otherwise, no profit would ever have come from
that black soil, nor would he have been able to endure the
hardships that befell Haji ‘Abdu’llah.

Unto every soul We assigned a service: unto you, attendance
and the writing of tablets; unto him, digging, lifting, and plant-
ing. Tomorrow, which is Monday afternoon, it would be well
if ye come, for many matters of writing have remained long
delayed and one to assist is needed. As for Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Musa, seize hold of Majd, and he in turn of ‘Ali, and tell him:
“The lemons of the palace have not arrived.” He will say, “They
are coming,” and will send them on. Let him send also a hun-
dred oranges.
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To: Niyaz

O Niyaz! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His radiance
and His light and His praise! Thy mention hath been made in
the assembly of the oppressed ones of the world. We beseech
God to assist thee in that which will cause the exaltation of His

Word and the advancement of existence. In truth, in these days
His Majesty Sultan Abdul-Hamid Khan—may the All-Merciful
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strengthen him—is established upon the throne of justice. In
his reign, oppression hath no place and tyranny no splendor.
His sovereignty hath excelled in justice and beneficence. We
beseech God, exalted be He, to assist the divines of Egypt—may
God strengthen them—and their Khedive in justice and fairness.
Verily, He is the Possessor of gifts and favors.

2 It is hoped that His Highness the Khedive-may God strengthen
him—will hold fast unto that which is the cause of the dawn-
ing and appearance of the light of unity amongst the servants.
Through God’s grace and favor, in the early days, signs of
goodness appeared from him and the light of justice shone
forth. O my God, my God! Ilumine his heart with the light of
Thy unity and assist him to carry out what Thou hast decreed
in Thy perspicuous Book. Glory and majesty and exaltation
and power be upon the friends of God and His chosen ones who
have not broken His binding Covenant and His firm Testament.
Praise be to God, for He is the Goal of all who know.
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Praise be to God! Tribulations are evident from every direc-
tion, and afflictions are countless and beyond reckoning....

Thou didst mention the treatise of Athim and its seizure. Well
done! That heedless violator was occupied until his final days
in rejecting his Lord. After claiming the utmost heights of
sciences and arts and spending his life in idle fancies and con-
jectures, what did he achieve? By the life of our Lord! Sinful
in name and precious among cattle. From the beginning of the
Cause, every year he wrote a treatise rejecting the Dawning-
Place of wisdom and the Repository of knowledge. It is not
known what he understood from the appearance of the hon-
ored Shaykh, may God’s mercy and care be upon him. He
attained not a drop of that ocean nor was he successful in
comprehending a single letter of that Book. And now he hath
realized what he hath done. Verily, the seeing one beholdeth
the sinner in the fire. Had he, for one hour, detached from self
and desire, reflected upon that which was manifested, he would
have attained that which is the cause of success and prosperity.
But he achieved not the deed that would lead to this station,
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and thus he returned to his origin. Verily, we are God’s and
to Him do we return....
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BHO05695

Date: after 1875

O Ali! The glance of favor hath been directed towards you.
Were it not for this, that which hath appeared from you would
not have appeared.

Concerning what you wrote about the weakness of the servants
and the heedless souls’ lack of attention to the exalted Truth -
verily you speak truly. Indeed, the face of the world hath been
turned toward irreligion. In all years, nay in all months, nay in
all days, it hath been far from faith, certitude and knowledge,
and close to conjecture and vain imaginings. For a time it shall
continue thus, even as the duration thereof hath been revealed
and recorded in the Book of God. But be not thou sorrowful,
for the effulgences of the Sun of Truth shall assuredly absorb
the superfluous moistures of nature and shall gather together
the scattered letters.

This matter is not confined to this age alone, but it hath ever
been thus from ancient times, even as a drop from the hidden
drops in the divine ocean of knowledge hath been revealed in
the holy Tablet of Wisdom.! Blessed is he who hath beheld
and read it and hath said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who
maketh clear to the world!”

After the passing of the time mentioned in the Book, suddenly
shall the Cause of God be upraised and all souls shall turn
unto it. Verily thy Lord is the True Informer, the Speaking
One, the Faithful Utterer.
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BHO05707

Date: after 1882

And concerning the blessed verse, they made mention that the
person in question had said: ‘They have altered the verses,’
and had written ya’ti Allah in place of ya’tihum Allah”: it is
clear and evident that no change was intended, rather it was
a reference to the meaning of the verse. The original verse
is “Do they wait for naught else than that God should come
unto them [ya’tihum Allah] in the shadows of the clouds.” This
meaning exists and has existed in previous books.

The purpose is that the servants should understand and dis-
cover the meanings and allusions of the divine verses. This
blessed book was revealed in Iraq and printed in India, but
before comparison and collation, his honor Mirza Haydar-‘Alj,
upon him be the Glory of God and His favors, requested its cor-
rection from the Land of Sad. According to instructions some
have engaged in collation and God willing after correction it
will be sent to that land as well.

This is the truth of the matter that was mentioned, but re-
garding the station of gathering and separation in that book
an explanation was given. Say: All is from God. I conclude
these words with what the All-Merciful has revealed regarding
knowledge: God blots out whatever He wills and confirms, and
with Him is the Mother of the Book.
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He is the All-Victorious, the Manifest One

> The lamentations of all things have risen up because of what be-
fell the people of Baha in the land of Ya. Verily, ‘Ali advanced
to the place of sacrifice and offered up his spirit in the path of
God, the Lord of all beings. He sacrificed his life in such wise
that the light of steadfastness shone forth resplendent from his
luminous brow. The Manifestations of God’s Most Beautiful
Names in the Most Exalted Paradise have gloried in his pres-
ence, his sacrifice and his steadfastness. The winds passed over
his blessed body and lamented, and from their howling these
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words were heard: “Woe, woe unto the people who with their
own hands martyred the Lord of existence!”

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance and soarest in His
atmosphere! There hath befallen the loved ones of God that
which no eye in all the world hath ever witnessed. We desire to
make mention of thee and give thee glad-tidings of that which
hath appeared from My loved ones and chosen ones. Blessed
is he who maketh mention of them and remembereth their re-
membrance and presenteth himself before their graves, saying:
“I testify that ye have attained unto that which none before
you have ever attained. Ye are the manifestations of detach-
ment in all creation and the dawning-places of sacrifice amidst
the people of hypocrisy. Upon you rest the Spirit and upon
your first and your last, your outward and your inward, and
God’s mercy and His blessings and His favors and His grace.”
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He is the Most Wondrous, the Most Wondrous!

There hath come before Us that wherewith thou didst com-
mune with God, the Lord of all worlds, and We have heard the
moaning of thy heart in separation from thy Lord. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have accepted
that for which thou didst supplicate the Lord of the throne and
of earth. Verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. We
have ordained for thee what We have desired and have decreed
for thee in the Book a mighty good. Thus hath the matter been
decreed from the presence of One All-Knowing, All-Wise.

They that object to you are themselves wrapped in a manifest
veil. Be not grieved by those who speak according to their
desires. Stand firm in that wherein ye are and put your trust
in God, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Among the people are those who worship their own desires
and imagine they worship their Ancient Lord, and among them
are those who cling to a name from among the names while
turning away from Him Who is named. By My life, they are all
in manifest error. Ye are under the wing of grace. Blessed are
ye and they that are with you and they that hear your words
concerning this Wise Remembrance.

Say: By the Lord of the signs! The Revelations have ended
with this mighty Announcement. Whoso layeth claim to a
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Revelation before the completion of a full thousand years, such
a one is assuredly a lying impostor. And whoso interpreteth
this verse differently, verily he is of those who have gone astray.
We beseech God to aid you to love Him and to grant you every
good from His presence. He, verily, is the Powerful, the Mighty.

oo 4 1 eds ol o gl o )
Séj,v,;w‘_}c;éxoh&\di.dwhm
A il b &) sk e e S

AYBY.027
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza

Regarding the agreed-upon sum about which was written be-
fore - the intention was that your honor should record whatever
has reached you, meaning the original capital, and also record
whatever amount has been given to people and spent by the
command of the Ancient Beauty, such as tea and household
expenses - record all of it. The intention is that you should
write the details.

And regarding this matter, you should not be grieved at all.
Concerning what actually occurred with the opium - He said
it was not permissible, but “Verily We have forgiven it, and it
is from Us.” With such a blessed word, it is not permissible for
your honor to be grieved. Praise be to God, the fragrances of
the good-pleasure of God, exalted be His glory, have been and
will continue to be wafting, and complete attention regarding
your honor has been and continues to be observed. Also record
whatever special funds were spent and lost in this transaction,
so that it may be known how much remains today. God willing,
may you be joyous at all times in the remembrance of God and
gladdened by the fragrances of His bounty.
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BHO06363

To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar

He says, exalted be His utterance and exalted be His proof:

O Samandar! Upon you be My glory! What you wrote regard-
ing Eliyahu was heard, but they sometimes appear as those
enraptured and at other times less than that. Without per-
mission they brought along another person. After arrival he
interceded for a group in this land, therefore We pardoned him
and he attained the honor of Our presence. Assuredly, had he
come with permission his station would have been different.

O Samandar! Most act according to their own will, but Jinab-
i-Mihdi who was with him appeared very poor, therefore for-
bearance was shown and the light of grace accepted him. We
beseech God to aid him to remain steadfast in this mighty
Cause. Blessed are those souls who act according to His will.
By the life of God! He is the One Who influences, He is the One
Who pervades, He is the Protector, He is the All-Encompassing.
Ask of God that He may aid all and cause them to attain His
good-pleasure, that all wills may be annihilated in His Will
and all determinations in His Determination, and that upon
the brow of the world may be witnessed the blessed words
“The Command is God’s, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”
The Glory be upon you and upon those with you.
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BHO06757
To: Mahd-i-Uliya (Wife of Baha’u’llah) et al.
He is God, exalted is He Sl A »

Mihdi had a special Tablet, which this servant suddenly took
to deliver to the travelers. Therefore the heading remained
without a name. As for recent news, on Friday night we arrived
unexpectedly at the house of Kalim, and on Saturday night
we intended to return. Aga Mirza Muhammad-Quli requested
that we stay, which was accepted. Now that it is Saturday
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morning, this letter is being written in his house, and your
place is very empty.

O Navvab! The climate of Haifa, according to what was men-
tioned, has not benefited you. We beseech God to assist you,
protect you and help you.

O Leaf of the Divine! This woman from Isfahan, that is Mu-
nirih, has forgotten your covenant and like the tick of Adri-
anople has clung to the Most Great Branch, having had and
having no attention turned to that direction. However, as
promised, we will send her.

5 O Diya’u’llah! Present a petition in your own handwriting.
May Badi’u’llah and his secretary dwell and rest beneath the
shade of the Divine Lote Tree of Mercy. Convey greetings to
all the men and women. The glory be upon you.
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Several Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablets have been gra-
ciously bestowed upon the Afnan who are present in that land.
God willing, they will attain unto them. And one Tablet has
also been revealed from the heaven of divine mercy and sent
especially for the son of his eminence Aqa Mirza Muhsin, upon
him be Baha’u’llah’s glory - let them deliver it. By the life
of God, there hath been revealed for him on various occasions
that which no eye hath seen nor mind conceived. And a Tablet
hath also been revealed from the right hand of the Throne
especially for his eminence Haji Siyyid Javad, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory. God willing, it will reach him and he will
attain everlasting life through its fragrant breaths.

Likewise, in response to the petition of Aqa Mirza Muhammad-
Taqi, a Tablet hath been revealed - let them deliver it to
him. And another Tablet for his eminence Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn, who was mentioned in your letter. Again regarding
the matter of the two hundred tumans that must be delivered
with utmost haste to the specified individual so that he may act
according to what God hath desired, that is, deliver it accord-
ing to the draft. Similarly, the Servant wrote acknowledging
receipt of some funds and this was sent.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thy handwriting reached the Blessed Lote-Tree. Praise be to
God, from it there breathed the fragrance of detachment and
of the fear of God. God willing, mayest thou be confirmed
under all conditions. I make mention of Shu’a’ of the horizon,
and beseech for him mighty confirmations. Convey greetings
unto the Afnan on behalf of the Wronged One.

Concerning the sacred writings, act in whatever manner is
deemed wise and conducive to their preservation. Keep with
thee the Bayan, together with whatever is in the handwriting
of Yahya, Mirza Ahmad, and Aqa Siyyid Husayn. It hath not
been, nor is it, expedient that the souls in that land should
turn their attention thereto, for considerations of wisdom’s
sake, since they are burdened with wives and children.

In the matter of the writings, We have granted permission that
thou act according to whatsoever thou deemest prudent. This,
too, is a second time that leave hath been vouchsafed.

The glory rest upon thee, and upon those who are with thee
and who serve thee for the sake of God.

i Concerning the funds, full particulars were set forth in another

letter. God willing, may they be aided unto that which is most
fitting and seemly—that is, the Afnan, upon him be My glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Almighty in His Most Exalted Homeland.

O My Branch! Upon thee be My glory. According to what
hath been written, a number have fallen afflicted with fever.
Therefore, on behalf of the Wronged One, inquire concerning
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the condition of Vahid and his mother, and write thereof. Like-
wise do We beseech the True One for the friends in that place,
that He may graciously bestow upon all a speedy healing.

Gawhar Khanum and her mother are remembered. For
Ruhiyyih Khanum in particular, two cloaks have been sent;
give them to her in this name, that she may be gladdened.

Make mention of Jinab-i-Haji ‘Ali, Aga Muhammad, Aqa
Siyyid Asadu’llah, Aqa ‘Ali, and Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali—upon
them be My glory. Likewise, convey glory and greetings to
the members of that honored household.

The glory rest upon thee and upon whoso loveth thee and
hearkeneth unto thy word. A quantity of apples hath been
sent; distribute them there. Peace and glory be upon Afnan
Aga Muhammad-Hadi—upon him be My glory and My mercy.
Praise be to God, they are remembered, and have attained
unto presence and meeting.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Almighty.

O My Branch! Thy letter arrived from Port Said. God willing,
may such letters ever continue to reach Us. From Egypt, gather
sweetness; from India, sugar; and from the world’s great school,
draw thy portion of knowledge and forbearance, of arts and
sciences, and of manifold attainments. Though thy separation
hath, indeed, caused the hearts and souls of the loved ones
of God to burn with anguish, yet perchance God will bring
thereby some new matter to pass, and the breezes of thy purity
for His sake may spread throughout those regions and perfume
their cities and their outskirts. Verily, He is potent over all
things. Peace be upon thee, and upon everyone who hath
turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon and believed in God,
the Lord of Names and the Fashioner of heaven.

And further: whatsoever may be needful, receive it from Jinab-
i-Siyyid ‘Ali. We send takbir unto the faces of the loved ones
of God who have held fast to justice, enjoined righteousness,
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and clung to the hem of trustworthiness, truthfulness, and fi-
delity. Thus doth the Wronged One remember everyone who
hath believed, feared God, and wrought that which he was
commanded by God, the Creator of all things.

Mustafa, God willing, is enabled and assisted. Peace be upon
you.
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To: Mirza Aga Jan Khadimullah et al.

He is the Commander, the All-Wise

O servant in attendance! God created thee and provided for
thee and nurtured thee and made thee a servant to His Own
Self, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-
Bountiful. He hath lavished His favors upon thee as a grace
from His presence, for He is the All-Bounteous, the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

Know thou moreover that God hath preferred the two Branches
above all My brothers and their sons, and above thee and
above those who have believed in Him and in His manifest
Book. Hold fast to the hem of faithfulness with the hands of
submission and contentment. This is My counsel to thee and
My bidding upon thee. Verily thy Lord is the Commander, the
All-Wise.

O sons of My brothers! God hath adorned you with the or-
nament of His kinship among creation. Know ye this mighty
station. Beware lest anything hold you back from God and
from that which ye have been commanded by Him. Verily He
is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. We beseech God to assist
you in serving My Cause and to ordain for you that which will
draw you nigh unto God, the Lord of all worlds. Forget not My
counsel and deny not My verses. Follow that which ye have
been commanded in this wondrous Tablet.
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To: Mirza Majdid-Din

He is. 5

> May the curse of God rest upon the people who interposed
themselves between Us and you; may God confound the ser-
vants who wronged you and became a veil between you and
the dawning of the lights of the Divine Face.

O My Majd! Grieve not that We have bidden thee desist from
arising in the gatherings, for therein lieth a wisdom which the
fettered souls cannot comprehend. Remember, at every mo-
ment, My exile, then My anguish, then the afflictions I have
borne amidst the dwellers of the graves — those who have not
arisen from their sepulchres, nor purified themselves from the
dross of ancestral tradition — even after the Bugle hath been
sounded, whereby all the denizens of nearness have risen from
behind the veils of light. Ere long will God draw you nigh
through the Manifestation of His own Self, whose countenance
shineth resplendent in these impenetrable, murky darknesses.

See thou, then, that thou dost not squander thy days, nor leave
thy soul idle therein. Strive to acquire knowledge and to perfect
thy hand in writing, for both are well-pleasing and acceptable
before thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Praised.
Beware lest thou transgress the ordinance of thy Lord; then
put thy whole trust in Him in all thine affairs. The Spirit be
upon thee from this Stranger — the solitary, the wronged and
sore-afflicted.

Coll sle i) 6 Sy Ly b Lg
Vg B2 s &Lt;: lasbes Fr\b

S bl oo gl K 02 Y a2 L Ol
35l a1 g m Y AKL I3 3 OV piad!
SONF G5 ¢ G e G50
Loy Slaa ¥l e 1506 Lo ol 5l Ol
Q;):;”ééﬁcsj\-\&@‘j‘yb;;—‘ﬂ
b ol B Ll e Al 84
G ars tgmi ol ek ghs B S8

sl SLE oda

£ ks b Jaws Yy Sl i Y Kl
Sy e O¥pde Logly By MV CIB G
S op 502 Y 01 A1 KAL)
Cjw)b oW K Gl e fiﬁ &by

25N I A I A s e e

BLIB__ Or15696.076f

BHO07272

To: Mirza Majdid-Din

The Most Great.

Majd saith, “Write.” 1 say, “I know not aught.” He saith,
“Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” He saith, “Behold
me.” 1 reply, “I see thee not.” He saith, “Thou art the All-
Seeing, the All-Informed.”
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It would seem that he hath, in some measure, apprehended
that which the True One hath uttered: from the blessed word,
“I know not,” he hath perceived the nothingness and futility
of vain and perishable sciences, which profit not; and from the
perfect word, “I see not,” he hath understood the meaning of
turning away from all save God.

O Majd! By My life! With Me is the knowledge of what hath
been and what shall be, and beyond them both that whereof
none hath been made aware save His own Self, He Who over-
shadoweth all that is seen and all that is witnessed.

5 Render thanks unto the Beloved of the worlds that thy dwelling
hath, this day, been made the Most Great Vantage-Point and
the seat of the Most Great Throne. Thou didst invite the An-
cient Beauty, and from dawn even unto eve wast occupied in
His service. Say: All praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the
worlds! We beseech God to enable thee to serve Him through-
out all days. Verily, He is potent over all things.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch, in India

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed

2 O My Branch! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness.
Thy letter was received. Thy compositions are indeed the most
great remedy for the sorrows of the world, and each one, corre-
sponding to a different clime, brought joy to many who perused
it. They have been and ever shall be a source of eternal glad-
ness. Nevertheless, thou shouldst not be sad. If some work or
occupation should arise that would keep thee busy, well and
good; otherwise thy writings are better and more acceptable
than any work or occupation. The one named after God is
exactly as thou hast mentioned - he hath both a family and a
shop. Thy missives are the highest and most excellent gifts in
all the world.

Until now no news hath been given to the mother. If the
affairs there truly bear fruit, very well; but if they are a source
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of sorrow and distress, return would be preferable. In any case,

the good-pleasure of the Afnan is best and most fitting.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.

When God desires a thing, He need but say unto it “Be” and

it is. Praise be to God, title [to the property] was obtained.

Blessed is he who has attained unto this Cause, whose decree
was established in the days of God, the Lord of the worlds.

At the beginning of arrival in the Most Great Prison in the
military barracks, His blessed word, exalted be He: “The River
Jordan has joined with the Most Great Sea..” Although for
this blessed verse which was sent down from the heaven of
divine will there are many meanings, yet one manifestation
from the sun of its meanings dawned after the acquisition of
this land, for this new land was adorned with the ornament of
God’s Name and is near to the River Jordan - and this is the
river that was recorded and mentioned in the divine Books of

old, and perhaps it will join [with the Sea] in the future as well.

All knowledge is with God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch
He is God. 4‘7\5\}@
Thy letter hath been received, and the account of thy circum- 1y % = oot Il 2 e s
stances is now known. Praise be to God: health is present. B
ot

In all conditions the loving-kindness of the True One — glorified
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the month, He departed from Qasr-Mazra’ih. Deprived of the
effulgent rays of the Sun of His presence, the Wronged One
turned His face toward the Garden; and from thence, on the
night of Sunday, He proceeded and entered the Ancient House.

As for the ladies, they have arrived in the land of ‘Akka; and
all, by night and by day, were and are awaiting news, and
sought tidings at every turn. Majdu’d-Din hath been sent in
particular, that he might be informed of thy state. The purpose
is this: delay not to send glad news, for a company of women,
in any case, are of little patience and tender of heart; to show
consideration unto them is, in the sight of God, accounted
among commendable deeds.

5 Peace and Baha be upon you, and upon those who are with
you and who love you for the sake of God, the Lord of the
worlds, the Most Great.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch
He is God, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing. ﬁu\),\;m 433\}@

2 O My Greater Branch! Today, if the cloud showeth forth any
favor, it must be considered before the writing of the Tablet,
for afterwards no remedy appeareth save reconsideration and
revision. In such revision there is indeed some toil, yet since it
proceedeth from the Supreme Pen, everlasting ease lieth hidden
therein.

We beseech the peerless God to preserve thee and those who
are with thee. Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad, Aga Siyyid Asadu’llah,
Aqa ‘Ali, and Aqa Husayn—we make mention of them all. God
willing, may Jinab-i-Aqa Ibrahim be enabled to render service
and to fulfill that which is meet and seemly.

The glory rest upon you and upon those who are with you.

A Tablet was sent; send word in writing. Inquire, on behalf
of the Wronged One, concerning the condition of the mother,
and likewise of Gawhar Khanum and those with her; also
Aqga Shu’a’u’llah, Aminu’llah, and Musa Effendi; and likewise
Baga’i, Aga ‘Ammu Quli.
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BHUO0022

Words to Haji Mirza Haydar °Ali

[One day the Blessed Beauty was relating accounts of the Siyah-
Chal prison, saying:]

“The chain around My neck was most painful, but worse and
more severe than that was when they would bind both thumbs
together behind the back. The hardship of this was far more
intense than the chain. The royal guards were watching over
Us, but the executioners showed kindness, and one of them
brought Me a cup of tea and a cluster of grapes. Since I was
in chains and My hands were bound behind Me, I was unable
to partake of them.

Wherever We went, at first it was like the early days of the
prison of ‘Akka, with the same hardships. But now, praise be
to God, circumstances have become such that the people of
these regions are submissive. It was like this everywhere - in
the beginning the Blessed Cause was unknown and the work
was extremely difficult and arduous, but afterwards all would
become submissive.”
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan

In My Name, the Caller between earth and heaven!

One of My Branches, who hath been named Badi’u’llah, hath
presented thy letter before Our Countenance. We answer thee
through this perspicuous Tablet. By God! There hath ap-
peared what hath never appeared in the world, and the Speaker
of Sinai hath spoken that which, were it to be cast upon the
mountains, they would take flight, and were it cast upon the
earth, its treasures would be revealed, and were it cast upon
the heaven, it would be cleft asunder instantly. Blessed art
thou, inasmuch as thou hast quaffed the choice wine of utter-
ance from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
and hast attained unto that which was inscribed by the Most
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Exalted Pen in the Crimson Tablet. Thus hath the Ancient
Beauty spoken from this exalted station. Take hold of the
Book with such strength that the power of the aggressors shall
not prevent thee.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon thee and upon those who have turned unto
the Most Sublime Horizon and have said: “Here am I, here
am I, O Lord of all beings!” and “Here am I, here am I, O
Thou Who art the Goal of those who are in the heavens and
on earth!”
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Your letter made mention of Nabil. Blessed are you for what
you mentioned of him. We testify that he attained to what was
revealed in the Books of God, and We testify that his tongue
was created for the remembrance of God, his sight for behold-
ing the signs of his Lord, the Possessor of Names, and his ear for
hearkening to His sweetest call. From the beginning until now
he has been speaking words of praise and glory. Great is the
reward of this station and this deed, and from the Tongue of
Grandeur he was named Nabil-i-A’zam. Blessed is he who has
recognized his station and mentioned him according to what
was revealed from the Pen of God, the Lord of all worlds.

After reading and reviewing this Tablet, you should visit the
resting place of Nabil, upon him be My glorious and resplen-
dent glory, that he may read what was revealed for him from
the Pen of God, the All-Knowing Speaker, and witness what
has been recorded in his name in this wondrous Tablet. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist His Cause
through him. Verily He is the Almighty, the Ancient of Days.
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He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed PRERALA 5

O servant in attendance! Thou didst mention that his honor
Javad, upon him be the Glory of God, had inquired about the
papers sent by Afnan, upon him be the Glory of God and My
loving-kindness. Whatsoever hath been sent from the first day
until now hath been pleasing and good, acceptable and beloved.
All that was sent hath been adorned with the ornament of
acceptance, through God’s grace, the Lord of all worlds. They
have sent every kind, and all are adorned with pure love.

The papers attributed to thee - two books from the inimitable
pen of the Greater Branch - have been written, and in this
there is abundant good which none can comprehend save the
All-Informed. Likewise with their other items - in truth they
have all been a form of sacrifice.

In these days when all stand in enmity save whom God willeth,
verily the heedless one seeketh to prevail over Us through op-
pression and armies, while We seek victory over him through
the Near One, the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful. Neither
the power of the powerful nor the fierceness of the wicked shall
deter Us.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Your letters were received, and each one was as a gate opening
upon joy and gladness. Every word thereof bore witness to
health and well-being. Praise be to Him in every condition.

According to what was written, ye have purposed to journey
unto Egypt, and your object is to meet with the friends and
to fulfill the promise made unto the honored one well known.
Convey to each of them loving greetings. God willing, may all
attain unto that which is the cause and the means of everlasting
life.

O My loved ones! Verily, the Wronged One remembereth you
at all times, and beseecheth God, the Lord of all worlds, to
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throw open before your faces the portals of mercy, grace, and
bounty. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous.

5 The glory rest upon Your Honor, and upon whosoever loveth
you, and hearkeneth unto your word, and is honored by meet-
ing you, and upon everyone who hath come into your presence,
and upon every steadfast and upright soul.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is God, the Dispeller of sorrows, the Bestower of joy, the
All-Generous.

Thy former letters were fraught with grief, inasmuch as they
betokened thy distress and troubled state. The world posses-
seth neither such worth nor station that souls like unto thee, or
the Afnan, should suffer themselves to be saddened by it, or by
its happenings and changing conditions. Praised be God, ye
have attained unto that which hath had, and can have, neither
likeness nor peer. Since ye possess this, what further seek ye?

Let the saying of the poet be fulfilled: this is best and best-
beloved of all. Having One such as Thee, O Bountiful Lord,
what need remaineth for aught beside Thee? Why then should
there be sorrow or dejection? These two brief days shall pass
away, and we shall enter a realm wherein the treasuries of grace
and bounty are laid up in store. All this is of the bounty of
God, the Lord of all worlds.

Convey, on behalf of the Wronged One, loving greetings and
takbir unto Jinab-i-Afnan. By My life! the True One is with
him under all conditions, and He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted.
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BH11038

To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My Glory! Two letters from Javad,
upon him be the Glory of God and His loving-kindness, which
he had written to thee were presented before the Divine Pres-
ence.... He is among those souls who, in the early days, turned
to the Countenance of God, at a time when the peoples of the
world were as though blown down by the blast of the trumpet
like hollow palm trunks, save those whom God willed other-
We beseech the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, in all
conditions to aid him at every moment to that which shall
endure throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.

wise.

Concerning what he wrote about Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be the
Glory of God - praise be to God, he hath been and is favored
by God’s grace. His is the right to cast the world behind him,
turning unto God, the Lord of Eternity, with such detachment
as to draw all beings to that horizon whereby every loftiness
hath been made loftier and every height more elevated - that
Station which God hath made the circling-point of the Con-
course on High and the Manifestations of His Names and At-
tributes. And I am the All-Commanding, the All-Wise. Some
time ago the sun of permission shone forth from the horizon
of grace and We summoned him to the Most Great Scene. We
beseech God, exalted be His glory, to enable him and deprive
him not of the Kawthar of His presence. However, his coming
was delayed; perchance another matter shall transpire....
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BHO08017

To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin et al.

...My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having given
me to drink the choice wine of Thy knowledge and guided me
unto the Dayspring of Thy verses and the Dawning-Place of
Thy inspiration. I beseech Thee by the most exalted Paradise
and what Thou hast ordained therein for Thy trusted ones and
chosen ones, and by the Tree which Thou hast planted by the
hand of Thy power, to make me steadfast, firm and upright
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in this Cause whereby the feet of the world have slipped save
those rescued by the hand of Thy power. O Lord! Withhold
not from me that which Thou hast willed of the wonders of
Thy bounty. Ordain for me that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful....
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar

O Samandar! Upon thee be the glory of God and His grace.
We bear witness that from the beginning of the Cause thou
didst turn to it and hast been occupied in service. Thy service
and mention and praise have reached such a station that it
is likely the noble scribes have become powerless to record it.
This is a great bounty. The letter which thou didst write to the
Greater Branch attained the honor of being heard, and these
few words have appeared from the divine ocean of knowledge
concealed within the Most Exalted Pen, and it hath testified
and doth testify on thy behalf. Convey greetings to all the
friends of that land on behalf of the Wronged One and give
them the glad-tidings of the loving-kindness of the Beloved of
the worlds. The glory be upon you from God, the Lord of the
worlds.

2 Ahmad, son of Shaykh Balqga, hath attained and now dwelleth
beneath the shade of the Tree. Verily thy Lord is the Compas-
sionate, the Generous.
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BHUO0023

To: words to Varga the martyr

In existence there is a sign which We have, in most of the
Tablets, designated as “the Most Great Elixir”. Should this
sign be present in any soul, all his movements and stillnesses
shall prove efficacious and potent in the world. Consider Jesus:
though the Jews put Him to death, that martyrdom seemed in
their eyes of such little consequence that no mention thereof
was made in their books. Yet because that aformentioned sign
was present in the being of Christ, He remained not buried
beneath the earth; and thou beholdest what a commotion it
stirred throughout the world.

Likewise, observe the Master, and with what forbearance and
loving-kindness He dealeth with all classes of men; and see
what mighty effects shall in time proceed from Him.
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BHO08205

He is God, exalted is He

A mention from Us to him who hath remembered Me and
attained unto My presence and heard My call and appeared
before My face by My leave. He hath been named Husayn
in My perspicuous Book. Upon thee be My glory and My
loving-kindness. Thou hast ever been remembered at the Most
Holy Court and continue to be so. Arise with utmost dedica-
tion to serve the Cause, that perchance the heedless servants
may become aware and arise to do what behooveth them. As
for what thou didst write regarding the Unity Company, the
Greater Branch presented it and it was graciously accepted.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to open before the
faces of His loved ones the gates of His bounty and mercy and
loving-kindness. Verily He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
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utterance be upon thee and upon him who loveth thee for the
sake of God, the Lord of the worlds.

BHO08639

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

2 Assuredly, take the funds, yet in such wise as is seemly and
agreeable—that is, let no cause of estrangement or ill-feeling
arise. If, in truth, a trade be found which may become the
means of ease and of expending in the path of God, then surely
to cleave unto it is accounted and recorded, in the sight of God,
among the most excellent of deeds; and, when means permit,
assistance will be forthcoming in due course.

Convey, on behalf of this Wronged One, greetings, glory, and
praise unto the honored Afnan, upon whom be the glory of
God. We beseech God to open before their faces the doors of
His bounties, and likewise those of all the other friends.

Glory be upon you. Replies to the petitions will hereafter be
sent. Do thou also forward the replies to the servants of God,
especially to Mirza Hasan—upon him be the glory of God.
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BH09021
To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch
He is the Most Holy, the All-Sanctified. o) ) e

All have attained the presence in the adornment of health and
well-being. Jinab-i-Amin arrived from the sacred Threshold
and, in accordance with the command, returned again unto
Iran. Glory be to God! Within the circle of the Persian gov-
ernment, tyranny is the ruler, while justice hath been deposed
and is nowhere to be found.
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O Greater Branch! Say: O my God, let the couch of oppression
be changed for me into the throne of Thy justice, and the seat
of wickedness and lewdness into the pavilion of righteousness
and piety. Verily, Thou art powerful to do whatsoever Thou
willest.

Outwardly they show forth love and support; inwardly—God
forbid!—a covetous design toward that government hath ex-
isted, and still existeth, beyond all doubt. Perchance, hereafter,
greed may be changed into moderation.

The Afnan are remembered and are before Our gaze. The

dissemination of these lines is not permitted at present.
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BHO08772

To: Mirza Diyaullah

He is the Remembering, the All-Knowing.

O His Eminence Diya’u’llah! God willing, through the ten-
der mercies of the All-Merciful and the outpourings of the
Almighty, thou and the household may be happy and rejoicing,
and may abide, under the shade of the blessed Lote-Tree, in
rest and tranquillity.

It is beloved that, even as the rays of the light which shine
from the horizon of guidance are all derived from the Sun of
Truth and as the temper of the air is altered by changing con-
ditions, ye should, without delay, direct your steps to the court
of the Beloved, and with your whole attention turn toward the
dawning-place of the lights of His Face. Your mention, in one
wise or another, is recorded in every book; nevertheless, this
special Tablet hath been sent down and despatched unto you,
that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord and be of them
that make mention of Him.

Convey, on My behalf, unto Majd, ‘Abd, Dhikr, Wahid, Ishraq,
Mustafa, Rida, Khalil and Dhabih, unto each and every one,
My remembrance and glorification, for His bounty hath encom-
passed all the worlds.
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BH09184

To: Husayn Effendi son of Abdul-Baha

He is God, exalted is the station of His wisdom and utterance.

Praised be God alone, and salutation be upon the One after
whom there is no prophet. O Husayn Effendi! Upon thee
be God’s peace and His favour. Yesterday We were in Ju-
naynih. Some pomegranate was found and sent. We instructed
Mustafa, should he find something else in the city, to procure
it and send it with the pomegranate. A small sum of money
was also sent.

We greet the chaste one, thy mother, Diya Khanum, Khanum
Effendi, Jamaliyyih, Habibih, Jani Bagum, and those residing
in the House. We commit them to God’s care, glorified is His
grandeur.

Remembrance, praise and salutation be upon all of you and
also His mercy and blessings.

LTDT.322

BHO08767

“Remind Jinab-i-Mim va Sin to succeed in paying the Huquq,
for some have not succeeded and do not succeed, therefore
God has made and makes their rights subject to strangers or
to children who have preference over them,” to the end of His
sweet utterance.

When I reminded them, they said: “Let these six hundred
ashrafis be held in trust with you, and give fifty tumans from
it as a draft to Haji Amin.” Since I had previously endowed the
crystal shop next to the mosque and the property of Zaman-
Abad and others, and according to the law of the Kitab-i-Aqdas
all endowments revert to the Huquq, therefore you must be
content with this. I submitted that these endowments would
revert later, and now something must be done that will serve
the needs of the Cause today.
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Regarding the carpet, a prominent Christian whose house is
now the seat of the Throne has requested that this carpet be
obtained for him, and he will pay for it himself. Therefore, the
measurements were given to Haji Mirza Ali Akbar to give to
Haji Amin so that he could purchase it when traveling to the
Most Holy Court and bring it back, receiving payment from the
aforementioned person. This is the essence of the matter, but
Haji Ali Akbar took it upon himself to complete this service
and was unsuccessful, and this delay did not sit well with the
Christian gentleman. The purpose is that these details should
be known to you.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch
He is God, exalted be He. Sl il g

It hath been some time since ye departed. God willing, ye will
return ere long. In all matters place your trust in God; He it
is Who helpeth and succoureth. Write each day of your condi-
tion. There is an intention to go to Mazra’ih, yet it remaineth
dependent upon your return. Convey My praise unto Jinab-
i-Badi’. It had been intended that he should come quickly
together with Jinab-i-Nazir; what was the cause of the delay?
A number have now turned their attention unto that region;
God willing, they shall attain unto safety.

3 Certain things were sent. We remember ‘Ali-Rida and
Dhikrullah. Convey My praise unto Janab-i-Nazir and Haji
‘Ali. That which We requested from Haji ‘Ali hath arrived;
may God reward him with the best of rewards. Baha be
upon you and upon those who love you. The members of the
household and Haji ‘Abdu’llah send greetings.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

O Greater Branch! SV g

Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of all worlds. The
servant in attendance here hath a fever; therefore this reply
hath been written. Let Majdu’d-Din write the Tablets. Thou
shouldst assuredly act in accordance with whatsoever the
physician hath prescribed. Suspend writing altogether. Let
Majdu’d-Din set down the account of the circumstances. As
for the medicine, though it possesseth efficacy, its use in these
days requireth caution. Inform the physician of the present
condition. If the physician insists, then use but a very little of
it. The favor of God hath been, and still is, with thee; it shall
not depart from you.

To all I convey greetings. Glory be upon you, and upon those
who are with you and love you and hearken unto your words.
Whatever may be needed, write, that it may be sent. As to the
rest, We beseech God to gather us together once again. Verily,
He is the Answerer of prayers.
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BHO09685

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

O My Branch! Upon thee be My glory, My mercy, and My
loving-kindness. Thy letter in thine own hand brought an in-
describable joy; all were made glad thereby. Concerning that
which thou didst write regarding the printing of the books, it is
hoped that these matters may be brought to completion with
delight and fragrance.

Convey to the Afnan My praise, My greeting, and My Baha.
All are remembered, and through the grace of the Lord are illu-
mined. This land hath been, and still remaineth, as in former
times. The honored Akhund, if he hold fast, shall assuredly at-
tain, in this world and in the world to come, unto that which
beseemeth him.
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There is no time. His Holiness Shu’a’ and Janab-i-Khavar are
remembered. The Tablets for Shaykh Salman will be sent here-
after. Say: We have forgiven thee; verily thy Lord is, in truth,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: words to Varga the martyr

The nations of the world will strive to increase their armaments
to such an extent that they will become like serpents, rushing
at one another, and much blood will be shed.

The wise ones among the nations will gather to investigate
the cause, and will become aware that the cause of bloodshed
is prejudices, the most severe of which is religious prejudice.
They will strive to eliminate religion so that prejudice, which
is a consequence of religion, might also disappear.

Then they will realize that humanity cannot live without reli-
gion. Therefore, they will gather and study the teachings of
existing religions to see which religion conforms to the exigen-
cies of the time. That is when the Cause of God will become
universal.
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Ask after that poor sister who left that house with several
ailments and has settled in the utmost joy, tranquility and
dignity in the home of His Honor Kalim, and by God’s grace
is in perfect comfort. You know that it is the nature of that
person in question that whatever he commits, after committing
it he spreads it around to others under a different name, and
soon it will become clear to all of you. Praise be to God,
the honored exalted sister is dwelling in perfect comfort under
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the shade of the Divine Throne, established in the station of
dignity, and truly these days that she is passing in her life are
the real days. Be completely assured and at peace regarding
all aspects.
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Regarding what was written about the foreign person from
Europe, it was submitted to Him, and He said that if such
souls take the Writings and send them to their own country,
there is no harm. However, if they spread them about in that
land, it will cause mischief.

Whatever is given must be correct. Some copies of the Iqan
that exist in this land have not all attained the standard of
correctness.

If the book which the Greater Branch recently sent to Zaynu’l-
Mugarrabin, containing the Tablets to the Kings, is given, it
would be best - but only after gaining confidence. And God
speaks the truth, and He mentions the proof, and guides the
way.
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Lawh-i-Abdu’l-Majid
He is God, exalted is He Jl & 5

O Nabil, My greetings upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Majid from
Maraghih has requested permission to come. He must seek
permission from his native land. Permission has not been
and is not granted for Alexandretta, Beirut, Jaffa, Haifa and
places near and far, except for their inhabitants. However, We
have pardoned him and We beseech God to assist him to visit
His House and draw him nigh unto Him and enable him to do
that which He loves and is pleased with. Let him turn to the
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Wronged One. O Nabil, let them come and be content with a
stay of a few days, and afterward pass like a breeze over the
friends and be the cause of joy to hearts.
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Lighthearted conversation with Nabil-i-A’zam and Muhammad Tahir Malmiri

[Most of the time we attained Baha’u’llah’s presence together
with Jinab-i Nabil-i A‘zam. One morning, after we had taken
tea, we were ushered into the presence together with Jinab-i-
Nabil. He said:]

Let the servant in attendance give tea to Nabil, but give none
to Aga Tahir.

[He then inquired:]

Do you drink tea in the morning or not?

[This servant did not give an answer. Jinab-i Nabil said, “Yes.”
He said:]

How many cups at each sitting?
[He replied, “Three cups.” Baha'u’llah said:]
Do you drink white tea, or not?

[He said, “Java tea” (chay-yi nimsih, a black tea). Baha'u’llah
said:]

Do you take it with bread, or on an empty stomach?

[He said, “I always drink it with bread, but Aqa Tahir always
drinks tea on an empty stomach.” Baha'u’llah said:]

The Europeans placed Java tea in the mouth of a snake, and
it slew it.

[Jinab-i Nabil said, “Then it is an antidote!” The Blessed

Beauty replied:]

What art thou saying? Its poison exceedeth the venom of the
serpent itself, seeing that it hath killed the serpent—yet dost
thou call it an antidote?
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[He replied, “From now on we are drinking white tea!”]
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BH10097

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Truth, the Knower of the Unseen

O Greater Branch! In truth, after your departure this scene
appears as the Most Great Prison. We beseech God, glorified
be His majesty, to make it blessed and to make the ultimate
consequences of the journey the greatest good. Always write
about your circumstances - mention and news are beloved, even
if they are already known.

Jinab-i-Nazir was delayed for several days due to changes in
the weather, and surely they have been saddened by separation
from your presence. According to the saying of those who came
before: in the spiritual path, whatever comes before the seeker
is for their good. Peace be upon you and upon those who are
with you and who love you and serve you for the sake of God,
the Exalted, the Great.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani

In My name the Oppressed, from my most great Prison.

By My life, My grief, My tribulation and My affliction, if from
this moment until the Day that hath no end the Supreme Pen
were to address itself as “O Wronged One,” it would be justi-
fied. Every manner and kind of oppression hath been inflicted
upon the Daysprings of Light and Dawning-places of Revela-
tion, both in the past and present, yet that which hath befallen
this Wronged One is without parallel or precedent....
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To: Hadrat-i-Afnan, in China

The exalted letter of the honored Afnan - upon him be all
remembrance and glory - was given by this servant to the ser-
vant who was present before the Throne. After beholding it
He conveyed unto that honored one innumerable expressions of
glorification and mentioned that a prayer from his honor had
been received. And at the time when the precincts outside
the prison were illumined by the lights of reunion, this servant
submitted it in the Most Holy Court, and it was graciously ac-
cepted. Blessed is his station, and again blessed is his station.
God willing, may he ever and always be eloquent in the praise
of God and speak in wondrous remembrances of Him.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Almighty.

Haji ‘Ali — may God preserve him — hath arrived, bringing with
him a letter from Majdu’d-Din. We inquired of him concerning
thee, yet he had no news. He spake at length, and then said: “A
man goeth forth; a messenger is resolved; the post is watched
and awaited.” Therefore was this word written, that ye may
be gladdened through the effulgent rays of the words, and may
turn your faces toward the Friend. Glory be upon you, and
upon them that are with you, and upon all who love you and
follow you.

Convey, on Our behalf, to His Honour Majd — upon him be
My glory — and to Mustafa, that poor soul, and to ‘Abdu’l-
Karim, the helpless one, and to Takbir, Our remembrance and
greeting.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Ever-Abiding, the Mighty, the Most Generous.

The appointed time hath been fulfilled, and the promise hath
come to pass — an ordinance from God, the All-Subduing, the
Self-Subsistent.

His Honour the Afnan — upon him be the glory of the All-
Merciful — hath attained the presence, hath turned his face
in devotion, and hath been privileged to meet [the Beloved].
Now must he set his steps toward his homeland with spirit
and fragrance; let him not tarry, for by My oath, the people of
that land shall be quickened anew by the Spirit of utterance,
and shall be kindled with an everlasting, deathless life.

Give him glad-tidings from My presence, and of that which
hath flowed in his behalf from the Most Exalted Pen. In truth,
the glance of loving-kindness is upon him. We beseech the True
One to preserve him from enemies, to keep alight his warmth
and ardour, and to protect him from every bane.

5 Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Praise be
to God, the Lord of all the worlds.

250 GUI

B Gd oo ) e Gl Sl F s o
£ (el

Wy x5 52 o)) e 0L3) Ol 3
O s o by it Wl dlsy a2 56
Ok sy 310k O ol Sy dild g
L Godo o & Ky Nsd 03

&Y\éﬁ\ydﬁ&ﬁk;&-\l&&oﬁ 4
Lis o 5l sl L il i i)
Ao p Oyl 52 el 31 ) el

AW Oy i b o f sl 4 5

BLIB__ Or15696.097f

BH10476

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the Self-Sufficing, the Most Exalted.

O Greater Branch! Upon thee be the peace of God and His
glory. We have become indebted. Aqa Siyyid Javad advanced
a sum of money, and We gave Our word that We would repay
it today. If thou bring with thee an amount of fifty tumans
from the trust funds, the promise will be fulfilled. Two days
later, if God so willeth, it will be restored. The matter is in
His hand: He doeth, ordaineth, and commandeth; He giveth
and withholdeth; and He, verily, is the Ordainer, the Ruler,
the Unconstrained, the Strong, the Almighty.
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Glory, and its very essence and secret, be upon you, and upon
whoso loveth you for the sake of God.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Greater Branch! O Diya! O Badi’! O Mahd! God willing,
through divine favor, turn ye with utmost joy and gladness
unto the Most Exalted Horizon. For these two days the weather
here hath been fair; thereafter, the matter resteth in His hand.
Assuredly, do not delay, but set forth and come. Thus hath
the Pen spoken in this exalted station.

Howbeit, the clouds have somewhat obscured the moonlight;
notwithstanding this, it is still very pleasant. If it be not possi-
ble for all to come at once in sufficient number, then let some
come today and others tomorrow. Upon you be My glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

O My Branch! Upon thee be My glory. All are well. Beneath
the shadow of the Blessed Lote-Tree they are occupied with the
remembrance and praise of the Lord of Names. Thy specimens
reached Us, and, God willing, from time to time others likewise
will arrive. They were accepted and found pleasing. We be-
seech God that, through thy being, He may bestow upon the
people of composition grace and blessing, honor and prosperity,
fair penmanship and perfection.

Glory and peace be upon you, and upon My Afnan, from the
presence of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Thy new script [khatt-i-jadid] is exceedingly fine. God willing, ., o 02 Ll Sl 5 bt W Lo 3
mayest thou be confirmed in all things. Ll 3y

BLIB_ Or15696.097b

BH10508

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim Afnan (Muballigh), in Ard-i-Ha’

Blessed the man who will read it [the Kitab-i-Aqdas], and pon-
der the verses sent down in it by God, the Lord of Power, the
Almighty. Say, O men! Take hold of it with the hand of resig-
nation...

By My life! It hath been sent down in a manner that amazeth
the minds of men. Verily, it is My weightiest testimony unto
all people, and the proof of the All-Merciful unto all who are
in heaven and all who are on earth
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To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi

...We have mentioned the sovereign - may God assist him - 3 1 55 1, &l aJ;\ Ol & aois
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali

He is the Mighty, the Wise!

We enjoin Our brothers and their sons to love My Branches
and to render them services. We have nurtured them and
protected them and guided those among them who were guided
to My straight path. O My kinsmen and sons of My brothers!
Fear God and dispute not about My verses and My Branches.
This is what We counseled you before and in this perspicuous
Tablet.
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He is the All-Seeing, the All-Informed

My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness unto the people of Baha
that there is none other God but Me, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting. God hath heard the cry of him who hath
turned unto His Face and perceived the fragrance of His gar-
ment in the days of his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Loving.
O people of God! Rejoice in this Most Great Remembrance
through which every hidden mystery hath been made manifest.
He remembereth and praiseth His own Self, and remembereth
His Afnan after His Aghsan, then those who have held fast
unto that which is praiseworthy. Glory be unto him who hath
shown justice in the Cause of God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be.
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And as to the question about items found along the way, God’s
decree is that if they are found in cities and villages, a crier
must make one proclamation and inform the people of that city
or village. If the owner is found, they shall return it and collect
the crier’s fee. Otherwise, they shall wait nineteen days. If the
owner is not found, it reverts to the finder. And if it occurs in
the wilderness, its limit is set at two units in the Book of God.
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BH10496

O Nazir! The Greater Branch was present and made mention of
thee. Praise be to God that for years thou hast dwelt beneath
the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree, and this Wronged One hath
been with thee in all conditions. We beseech God to open
before thy face the portals of His bounty and bestowals, to
give thee to drink from the Kawthar of His utterance, and to
ordain for thee all the good that He hath sent down in His
Book. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Peace and
glory be upon thee and upon thy son Habibu’llah. We beseech
God to assist him to remember and praise Him, and to aid him
in that which will draw him nigh unto Him. Verily He is the
Ever-Flowing, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

Today the sacred precinct of the garden is adorned by a com-
pany; yet that noble place is empty, inasmuch as the Wronged
One is not present. Diya’u’llah—upon him be the Baha of
God—was present and discharged the office of representation.
This servant, upon him be glory, and the others as well, in-
wardly and outwardly, in heart and in manifest form, send
their greetings, and have been and remain expectant of thy
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coming. We send greetings also to Majd and Rida—upon them
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both be glory—and likewise to Haji ‘Ali and the others. Ly ke s
BLIB_Or15696.097a

BH10714

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. ) f:ln)\ »

O Greater Branch! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of
the Throne, and the peace of God, the Lord of the Seat. Thy
letter hath reached Us; We have read it and have answered
thee with this manifest Tablet.

We beseech God to enable thee to perform a deed that shall
endure through the abiding of the kingdom of earth and of
heaven. Glory be upon thee, and upon all who love thee, who
circle round thee, and who hearken unto thee to learn that
which draweth them nigh unto God, the Lord of all the worlds.

Convey, on Our behalf, to His Honour Majdu’d-Din and to our
Amir ‘Ali Zahir-ul-Islam, the glory of God be upon them both.
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He is the One with power over whatsoever He willeth through
His word “Be” and it is!

Verily, this evanescent servant proclaimeth before the face of
the world that regarding the conflict between the two powers,
the Will of God hath ordained thus: after the complete weak-
ening of the Ottoman state, other powers shall intervene and
establish peace.

After a time all the governments on earth will change. Oppres-
sion will envelop the world. And following a universal convul-
sion, the sun of justice will rise from the horizon of the unseen
realm.
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Thus hath spoken the Tongue of manifest truth. Ot B Ol sl SIS
PDC.191x AVKA4.462-463
BH11905

In truth, the Naddafs have attained unto the fruit of existence.

My Pen beareth witness to their detachment, My tongue to
their acceptance, and My heart to their steadfastness in the
Cause of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling. They
are among those souls who from the earliest days until now
have been occupied with His praise and glorification and have
been assisted in unity in His path, exalted be He. Today is the
day of deeds and not of words, and their deeds are a truthful
witness and faithful testimony to their love, detachment and
service. They have been created through the conquering Will
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of God and are related unto Him. Well is it with them and joy QUM.074.16x
be unto them.

BH10749

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is God fu\}a

The means for selling are not available, and in no wise would it
be deemed advisable at present. Even if something should be
found now, matters more necessary and more important than
that are at hand. Command resteth in the hand of God: He
doeth whatsoever He willeth and is not asked of that which
He willeth. He is the ordainer of what He chooseth. Glory be
upon thee and upon those who love thee for the sake of God.

Convey our greetings to Amr—namely Mahd-i-‘Ulya—and to
the others as well. Today the intention was to turn in this
direction; why then did they defer it?
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is God. 4‘7\5\}@

The climate of those regions is hot; one should avoid eating
what is unsuitableA€”namely hot and heavy foods. God, ex-
alted be His glory, is the Protector and the Helper; yet He
hath ordained means and hath commanded recourse unto them.
Whatever effort is exerted in the acquisition of useful sciences
is beloved. As for the means of trade, up to the present no
suitable means for that have appeared; thereafter, God will do
whatsoever He willeth. All are enjoined unto thisa€”that is, to
be occupied with some manner of work.
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Upon arrival in the city of ‘Akka, should it be possible for every
soul to meet the Most Great Branch, and upon departure to
see some of the sincere loved ones before leaving the city, it
would be more beneficial to their spiritual state, as they would
not have witnessed human thoughts and earthly deeds. If souls
possess insight, the signs of Truth will not be obscured to them.
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BH10899

O Ism-i-Jud, upon thee be My glory! The letter of Mulla Ali,
upon him be My glory, was considered. Write a reply to him
and on behalf of the Wronged One show loving-kindness to
him and the other people of that land. He asked about two
matters. First, regarding the washing of the feet in winter and
summer - both have one ruling. In both cases lukewarm water
is preferable, though there is no harm in using cold water.
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BH10796

To: Aga Mirza Ghulam-Ali

Regarding the letter of Mirza Ghulam-‘Ali:

> Concerning what they wrote about marriage - it is not permis-
sible to forgo it, for it is among God’s traditions established
among creatures, as has been revealed in detail from the Holy
Kingdom in the Most Holy Book. All must act according to
it.

And regarding that honored one’s journey to the Most Holy
Court, permission is granted to journey for a few days and
return.
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To: Aga Muhammad Bagir Nabil Musafir

Likewise, We have enjoined upon all to engage in some occupa-
tion. Blessed is he who beareth burdens but causeth none to
bear his own. Let him engage in craft and profession - a single
coin earned thereby is, in the sight of God, more beloved than
the treasure that is gathered unrightfully and made ready.
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BH10800

He is the Mighty, the Beloved

According to the utterance of Zarangiz, Aqa Diya came, and
through the words, “We strengthened them with a third,” even
so was it with Aqa Badi‘. Therefore was this Tablet, which hath
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of loving-kindness,
sent down. God willing, ye have attained, and shall attain,
unto every good. Should ye cast off indolence, ye shall be
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made recipients even of “We strengthened them with the alif.”
The glory be upon you, and upon such as are with you and
love you.
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BHUO0038

From the recollections of Haji Muhammad Tahir-i-Malmiri

One day, as Nabil-i-A’zam and I were in His presence, the
Ancient Beauty was seated upon a chair while we both stood
before Him. Turning to me, He said: “Let Me recite for thee
a poem by Hakim Sana’i:

Whatsoever thou beholdest save God is an idol - shatter it;
Whatsoever thou seest save His good-pleasure - engrave it as
true religion in thy heart.”
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

Your mention was submitted before the Most Holy Court. In
reply He hath said: “There hath appeared, in this very hour,
from the treasury of the utterance of God, the Lord of all the
worlds, this Most Exalted Word: Glory from Our presence,
and peace from Us, be upon My Greater Branch, and upon
My Afnan, and upon those who are with them from among
the loved ones of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.”
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BH11138

He is the All-Knowing.

O My brethren! We admonish you, your children, and all who
are in the world, concerning My Branches: beware lest ye op-
pose them, or commit that which grieveth them. Unto them
belongeth the most exalted station and the loftiest rank among
you. Fear God, and be not of the wrongdoers.

Hearken unto that whereunto God hath enjoined you, and be
not of the heedless.
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O concourse of servants! The Wronged One announceth unto
you, from the presence of the Lord of creation, that the ordi-
nance of holy war hath been lifted from the Book. Thus hath
the Lord of all mankind decreed in the world to come.

We have committed the reins of attire and of beards into your
own hands: do ye as ye please. Thus hath the luminary of
permission dawned from the horizon of the Most True One,
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

He is God, exalted is He &l A & »

A letter addressed to the people of Ta was written and sent.
Should it be deemed expedient, its details may be communi-
cated orally to Vakil-i-Akhtar—whether by Jinab-i-Ha and Sin,
or by some other person; otherwise, let it be.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

To be typed. BLIB_ Or15696.104b

BH11247

By His power He seized the Liar - that is, Sadiq of the Land of b (2} Gslo sn |y O3 55 @yua
Ta - and no one became aware of it, and He seized the second  js| I 3k, as ;M Gl 5 0348 Jxl 1
one (meaning Haji Mulla Ali Mujtahid-i-Kuni), and likewise (cwl &S a2 e Mo sl sl ) a4
before these two, the Wolf and the She-Serpent. i\ A—:’ZS‘) J.\S‘ legs oo SIS,
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BHUO0047

Words spoken in the presence of Nabil-i-A’zam

Sultan ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz banished Us to this country in the great-
est abasement, and since his object was to destroy Us and
humble Us, whenever the means of glory and ease presented
themselves, We did not reject them.
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BH11443

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

O Greater Branch! God willing, matters stand in a state of rec-
titude. Come today, for four Tablets must be written; therefore
make haste and present thyself without delay.

By the Pen of Nazir. Baha be upon thee, upon the men, and
upon the women as well.
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According to the Command, before detailing the minimum tax-
able limits of things, they should act according to what was
revealed in the Qur’an - meaning that for whatever is subject
to zakat, they should act according to what was revealed in
the Qur’an.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

The resplendent, brilliant, radiant Peace from God, exalted be
His glory, be upon thee, O Greater Branch, and His mercy.
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BH11505

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

The Greater Branch and Nabil are specially designated for the
person of the visitor. In accordance with your promise, you
had requested a Tablet; accordingly, it was sent.
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May his honor Diya’, glory be upon him, attain to that which
is beloved and pleasing.
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Date: after 1880

He who visiteth Ukht and Masih in Rayy, it is as though he
hath visited Me.
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Lawh-i-Band-i-Man

To be typed.
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Lawh-i-Shaykh Abdu’l-Husayn

To be typed. LEID.Or4970 item 9

BH11584

Lawh-i-Afnan-i- Yazd va Shiraz

To be typed.
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Study guide to this volume

Where the first undated ‘Akka collection centered on the conditions of individual recognition and
spiritual authenticity, this second collection turns outward toward the larger pattern of history —
its disruptions, its trajectory, and the eventual emergence of divine justice after what Baha’u’llah
calls “universal convulsion.” The volume contains some of the most explicitly prophetic and geopo-
litical passages in the late corpus: a compressed philosophy of modern history in which the spiral
from armaments to bloodshed to religious crisis to spiritual renewal is traced in a few sentences
(BHUO0024); an overtly predictive tablet about the decline of Ottoman power and the subsequent
transformation of world governments (BH10673); and a striking declaration that the world has
been turning away from religion for a measured period, after which “suddenly shall the Cause
of God be upraised” (BH05695). Around these prophecies cluster intimate commemorative texts,
including the Siyah-Chal recollections preserved by Nabil-i-A‘zam (BHU0004) — a vivid tableau
of Babi prisoners singing in the dark — and several martyrdom tablets that interpret individual
deaths as indices of the moral structure of an age.

The Philosophy of Modern History: From Arms to Revelation

Key Passages

The nations of the world will strive to increase their armaments to such an extent
that they will become like serpents, rushing at one another, and much blood will be
shed. The wise ones among the nations will gather to investigate the cause, and will
become aware that the cause of bloodshed is prejudices, the most severe of which is
religious prejudice. They will strive to eliminate religion so that prejudice, which is
a consequence of religion, might also disappear. Then they will realize that humanity
cannot live without religion. Therefore, they will gather and study the teachings of
existing religions to see which religion conforms to the exigencies of the time. That is
when the Cause of God will become universal. — BHU0024

The face of the world hath been turned toward irreligion. In all years, nay in all
months, nay in all days, it hath been far from faith, certitude and knowledge, and
close to conjecture and vain imaginings. For a time it shall continue thus, even as the
duration thereof hath been revealed and recorded in the Book of God. But be not thou
sorrowful, for the effulgences of the Sun of Truth shall assuredly absorb the superfluous
moistures of nature and shall gather together the scattered letters... After the passing
of the time mentioned in the Book, suddenly shall the Cause of God be upraised and
all souls shall turn unto it. — BHO05695
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Context for Study

BHUO0024 is one of the most striking brief texts in the entire corpus: a five-step philosophy of
modern history compressed into a paragraph. The sequence it traces — arms buildup leading
to mass bloodshed, which leads to the diagnosis of religious prejudice as the cause, which leads
to attempted elimination of religion, which leads to the rediscovery of religion’s necessity, which
leads to comparative study of existing religions, which leads to the universalization of the Cause
of God — reads less as a prediction of abstract possibilities than as a compressed map of the
intellectual history of modernity. The critique of religion as the cause of violence was already a
central argument of the Enlightenment (Voltaire, Hume, Gibbon); the twentieth century’s wars
of nationalist and ideological fanaticism, which killed more people than all previous religious wars
combined, would both confirm and complicate this critique. BH05695 adds a temporal qualifier: the
period of irreligion has a fixed “duration” recorded in the divine Book, after which “suddenly” the
Cause will be universally recognized. Together, these two texts present a philosophy of history that
is at once diagnostic of modernity’s spiritual crisis and prophetically confident about its resolution
— not through the triumph of existing religious institutions but through their replacement by a
Faith that “conforms to the exigencies of the time.”

Questions for Reflection

1. The passage traces a spiral from armaments to atheism to the rediscovery of religion. Does
this sequence describe the actual trajectory of modern history? Where does it seem prescient,
and where does it seem to have been confounded by events?

2. Compare Baha'u’llah’s argument that the age of anti-religion has a fixed, divinely ordained
duration with Hegel’s account of the movement of Spirit through contradiction toward reso-
lution. What is similar in form, and what is theologically different?

3. The prediction that wise people will seek the religion that “conforms to the exigencies of the
time” implies a pragmatic criterion for religious truth. Is this compatible with a claim to
revelation? What would it mean for a religion to genuinely conform to the needs of a given
historical moment?

4. Compare BHU(0024’s claim that religious prejudice is “the most severe” cause of bloodshed
with contemporary social-scientific accounts of religious violence (e.g., those offered by Karen
Armstrong, Scott Atran, or Rene Girard). How are these accounts similar to and different
from Baha’u’llah’s diagnosis?

5. What is the spiritual significance of the word “suddenly” in BH05695’s prophecy of the
Cause’s universalization? Compare with the Greek parousia (sudden appearing), the He-
brew peta‘om (suddenly, without warning), and the Sufi concept of the unexpected tajalli
(divine self-disclosure).
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Prophecy and the Transformation of World Governments

Key Passages

Verily, this evanescent servant proclaimeth before the face of the world that regarding
the conflict between the two powers, the Will of God hath ordained thus: after the
complete weakening of the Ottoman state, other powers shall intervene and establish
peace. After a time all the governments on earth will change. Oppression will envelop
the world. And following a universal convulsion, the sun of justice will rise from the
horizon of the unseen realm. Thus hath spoken the Tongue of manifest truth. —
BH10673

Context for Study

BH10673 is the most explicitly geopolitical prophecy in the volume, presented with a gravity that
its brevity belies. Written during the period of Ottoman administrative control over ‘Akka, it
predicts the “complete weakening” of the Ottoman state, intervention by other powers to establish
peace, a subsequent transformation of all governments on earth, a period of worldwide oppression,
and finally, after “universal convulsion,” the rising of the “sun of justice.” This arc — decline of
the existing order, worldwide crisis, eventual emergence of justice — is structurally parallel to the
pattern already seen in BHU0024 but now applied specifically to the political structures of nations
and empires. The Ottoman Empire did indeed collapse after World War I; the “intervention
of other powers” to establish peace could be read as referring to the post-war settlement and
the League of Nations; the transformation of all governments was thoroughgoing in the twentieth
century. The “universal convulsion” anticipates the two World Wars and the Cold War’s existential
threat of nuclear annihilation. What the text adds to this historical observation is a prophetic
confidence: the convulsion is not the end but the precondition for justice, and “the sun of justice”
will rise from “the horizon of the unseen realm” — a phrase that carries cosmological resonance,
linking political transformation to divine Providence in a way that secular historiography cannot
accommodate. This mode of prophetic political interpretation has precedents in Daniel’s vision of
successive empires giving way to the eternal kingdom of God (Daniel 2), in Revelation’s account of
Rome’s fall preceding the New Jerusalem, and in Islamic eschatological traditions about the end of
the age of injustice.

Questions for Reflection

1. Reading the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the World Wars, and the emergence of in-
ternational institutions as partial fulfillments of BH10673’s prophecy: what methodological
care is required in such retrospective interpretation? What distinguishes legitimate prophetic
reading from eisegesis?

2. Compare Baha’u’llah’s prophetic sequence (decline, convulsion, justice) with Daniel’s vision of
the four kingdoms giving way to God’s eternal reign, with Marx’s prediction of capitalism’s
collapse preceding communist justice, and with Spengler’s theory of civilizational decline.
What do these structures share, and what distinguishes a prophetic from a merely cyclical
theory of history?
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3. The text speaks of a “sun of justice” rising from “the horizon of the unseen realm.” What
does the insertion of the “unseen” into political prophecy accomplish theologically? What is
the relationship between divine justice and human institutional justice in this framework?

4. How does the acknowledgment that “oppression will envelop the world” before justice arrives
shape the spirituality of those living through the period of oppression? Is this framework
enabling, consoling, or potentially dangerous?

5. Baha’u’llah speaks “before the face of the world” as one who proclaims divine will. What
kind of authority does this prophetic voice claim, and how should its claims be assessed by
those who cannot determine in advance whether they will prove accurate?

Singing in the Dark: The Siyah-Chal and Collective Witness

Key Passages

We were all huddled together in one cell, our feet in stocks, and around our necks
fastened the most galling of chains. The air we breathed was laden with the foulest
impurities, while the floor on which we sat was covered with filth and infested with
vermin... We had taught them to repeat certain verses which, every night, they chanted
with extreme fervour. ‘God is sufficient unto me; He verily is the All-sufficing!” one row
would intone, while the other would reply: ‘In Him let the trusting trust.” The chorus of
these gladsome voices would continue to peal out until the early hours of the morning.
Their reverberation would fill the dungeon, and, piercing its massive walls, would reach
the ears of Nasiri’d-Din Shah, whose palace was not far distant. — BHUO0004

By God! They have profited in their commerce, whilst the oppressors have suffered
loss. Verily, they are indeed in manifest perdition. Hath My name, Husayn, suffered
loss because he offered up his spirit in the path of God? Or rather they who wronged
him, in that they followed every depraved and wayward soul? Oppression hath reached
such a pass that the tongue is powerless to describe it, though behind it standeth One
Who counteth all things and knoweth all things. They have kindled a fire whose blaze
shall not be quenched throughout the world. — BHO01367

Context for Study

BHUOQ004 preserves one of the most affecting scenes in Baha’i historical memory: the prisoners
of the Siyah-Chal, chained in darkness, singing antiphonal chants of trust in God until the early
hours of the morning — the sound reaching even the Shah’s palace. The scene is significant on
multiple levels. The antiphonal structure — one row calling, the other responding — transforms
the dungeon into an involuntary liturgical space. The words themselves are from Islamic devotional
tradition, yet they are chanted here in a setting that transforms their meaning: the conventional
expression of trust becomes, in the context of imminent death, a radical act of spiritual defiance.
This is the Siyah-Chal remembered and interpreted, not merely reported. BHU0004 is recollection
in the full theological sense: it is told to show what kind of thing the inception of revelation was,
and what kind of community it formed. The companion passage from BHO01367, a martyrdom
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tablet for a later believer, offers the cosmic verdict on this pattern of suffering: the martyrs have
“profited in their commerce” while the oppressors have “suffered loss.” This is the language of the
market — the very arena in which the Persian Baha’i community actually lived and worked —
applied to the deepest structure of spiritual reality. The reference to “My name, Husayn” invokes
the proto-martyr of Shi’i Islam, positioning the Baha’i martyr in a line of sacred suffering that runs
from Karbala through to the present day.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is the spiritual and political significance of prisoners singing hymns in the dark? Com-
pare with the singing of psalms by early Christians in Roman prisons (Acts 16:25), with
the freedom songs of the American civil rights movement, and with Paul Celan’s poetry as
resistance to the silence of the Holocaust. What does music accomplish that speech alone
cannot?

2. The passage describes an antiphonal liturgy created in a dungeon — a liturgical form born
from extremity rather than from institutional design. What does this tell us about the
relationship between suffering and the formation of religious community?

3. BH01367 declares that the martyrs “profited” while the oppressors “suffered loss.” This is
a striking inversion of ordinary economic logic applied to spiritual realities. Compare with
Jesus’ Beatitudes (the poor are blessed, the mourning shall be comforted) and with the Stoic
argument that virtue, not fortune, is the only real good. What metaphysics of value underlies
each of these inversions?

4. The fire kindled by oppression will not be “quenched throughout the world,” Baha’u’llah
declares. Is this a warning to the oppressors, a prophecy of the Faith’s spread, or both? How
do these two readings relate to each other?

5. BHUO0004 is preserved as oral recollection by Nabil-i-A‘zam. What is the relationship between
oral testimony, historical memory, and theological narrative in the formation of a religious
community’s founding stories? How does this differ from the formation of canonical scripture?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The second collection of undated ‘Akka writings finds Baha’u’llah thinking on the scale of world
history — diagnosing modernity’s spiritual crisis, prophesying the transformation of governments,
and placing both individual martyrdoms and civilizational upheavals within a single providential
framework that resolves, after “universal convulsion,” in the sunrise of justice. The Siyah-Chal
recollection and the martyrdom tablets ground this grand historical vision in a specific community’s
experience: the dungeon, the chains, the antiphonal song, the death of a named believer. Together
they show that prophetic history is also, always, intimate history.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What kind of hope is required to
interpret the systematic oppression of one’s own community, and the gathering crisis
of an entire civilization, as the necessary prelude to the sunrise of divine justice — and
how does such hope differ from denial, from resignation, and from the revolutionary
confidence that human action alone can bring justice about?
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