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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 103

The dominant note of this second of four undated ‘Akka-period volumes is the voice of the “Wronged
One” from the prison of ‘Akka, proclaiming the advent of the Promised One, defending the suffi-
ciency of the revealed verses as proof, and calling the believers to steadfastness, wisdom, justice,
trustworthiness, and non-contention. Much of the collection consists of personal Tablets of remem-
brance addressed to individual believers, but these recurrently expand into universal claims about
revelation: the Manifestation has appeared despite the opposition of kings, divines, and especially
certain people of the Bayan; the earlier dispensations are reread as anticipations of this Day; and
the true response to persecution is neither retaliation nor disputation, but constancy, proclamation,
and moral transformation.

Several items are especially important. BHO00026 is the largest Tablet in the volume, weaving
together exhortations to the “people of God,” pointed addresses to the people of the Bayan, recol-
lections of martyrs and devoted believers, references to Badi‘ and his mother, and repeated insis-
tence that the proof of the Cause lies in the revealed Word itself. BH00138, BH00370, BH00447,
and BHO00533 further develop the same polemical theology of fulfillment: the Book “speaks,” the
Promised One has appeared, and the criteria by which the Bayan had directed its followers are
turned against those who rejected Baha'u’llah. BH00547 is notable for its reference to the Most
Great Branch and to events or opposition associated with Kirman, while BHO0561 offers a concen-
trated contrast between truth and calumny, trustworthiness and treachery, acceptance and denial.

The volume also contains several exegetical and doctrinal pieces of particular interest. BH00271,
the Tafsir-i-Va’sh-Shams or Commentary on the Surih of the Sun, is the most substantial explicitly
exegetical work here, combining Qur’anic commentary with a meditation on knowledge, language,
rhetoric, and the limitations of inherited learning before revelation. BH00380 similarly treats a
Qur’anic verse through the distinction between outer and inner meanings, placing scriptural inter-
pretation within a broader theology of the Manifestation’s appearing in human form. BH00481,
BH00482, and BH00577 are philosophically rich devotional-theological Tablets on divine transcen-
dence, the impossibility of comprehending the divine Essence, and the limits of all praise and
conceptual knowledge. BH02186 is distinctive for its retrospective comments on the Seven Valleys
and the spiritual stages, recasting them in light of the present Manifestation. Finally, BH00542
stands out for its wider social and political horizon: “the world is in turmoil,” and the “tabernacle
of world order” is said to rest upon reward and punishment, making it one of the volume’s clearest
expressions of Baha’u’llah’s later world-order language.
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BH00026 péﬂlFUlc-UMﬂb-
To: Baha’is of Kirman et al. S

7

He is the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise!

The Most Exalted Pen hath stirred and desireth to make men-
tion of His loved ones who have turned towards the Dawning-
Place of the Revelation of their Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Praised, that the fragrant breezes of remembrance may draw
them to the loftiest Summit and the ultimate Goal, and bring
them nigh unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

O people of God! There hath been sent unto you a Book in-
scribed by the Pen of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne.
Take hold of the Book with such steadfastness as shall not be
prevented by the doubts of those who claim knowledge with-
out clear proof or an enlightening Book. These are they who
have violated God’s Covenant and His Testament throughout
ages and centuries, as doth testify the Source of mysteries from
this glorious and impregnable station. They are those who de-
nied God’s favor after its revelation and pronounced judgment
against Him Whom they were wont to remember night and
day, at morn and at eventide.

The divines of various sects denied Muhammad, the Apostle of
God, and the doctors of the Torah denied the Spirit when He
came with manifest sovereignty. The Concourse on high and
the dwellers of Paradise have lamented their oppression, were
ye of them that know. Through them hath appeared sedition,
and unto them hath it returned, yet most of the people are
heedless. Observe, then remember when the Revealer of the
Bayan came, how the divines turned away from Him, denied
Him and His verses, until they pronounced judgment that His
most pure and holy blood be shed. They awaited the days of
God and His appearance, yet when the horizon of the heaven
of Revelation shone forth and the One Who conversed on Sinai
came, they unsheathed against Him the swords of hatred. Thus
did their souls prompt them to that which kindled the flames
of hell. Through their turning away, the princes and those
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who followed them in their deeds turned away. Verily, they
are among the most lost in the Book of God, the Master of
the Day of Judgment. They violated God’s Covenant and His
Testament, denied His right and cast His Book behind them.
They are assuredly among the oppressors.

O people of God! Hearken unto that which the Pen of God
uttereth in this exalted station. Beware lest ye be hindered
by the doubts of the divines, or the intimations of the mys-
tics, or the might of princes. Turn with radiant faces and
with supreme steadfastness, and take the cup of everlasting
life from the hands of the favor of your Lord, the All-Glorious.
Then drink thereof before the faces of men, once in My Name,
and again in remembrance of Me, the Mighty, the Wondrous.
Let not the clamor of the sects frighten you. The world and
all that ye behold today shall perish, but the sovereignty and
dominion shall remain with God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. How many a learned one hath been debarred from
the All-Knowing, and how many an unlettered one hath has-
tened and taken of My sealed wine and drunk in My Name, the
Self-Subsisting. Verily, he is among those who are near unto
Me in My mighty Book.

O people of Dal and Ha! We have caused you to hear the
shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen. Hearken once again to
the call of your Lord, the All-Glorious, from the divine Lote-
Tree raised upon the luminous spot. Verily, He acquainteth
you with the mystery of unity and guideth you to the straight
path. We have appeared and made manifest that which was
hidden in knowledge and treasured in the vaults of your Lord’s
protection, the Mighty, the Powerful. The pavilion of glory
hath been raised upon the most exalted standard, and the
banner of ‘Verily He is God’ hath been hoisted upon the most
sublime station, yet most of the people are turning away. Say:
If ye deny this Light and that which hath appeared from it, by
what proof do your souls find tranquility? Bring it forth then,
and be not of the patient ones. Say: This is the Day wherein
nothing from among all things shall profit you. Fear ye the
Lord of Names and be not among the abased ones. Observe,
then remember what the hands of the people of the Bayan have
wrought. They have written that which hath caused every
faithful friend and trusted messenger to cry out.

Say: O people of the Bayan! The Lord of all men hath come
on the Day of the Appointed Time and calleth you unto God,
the Master of the Day of Mutual Calling. Fear ye God and
be not of the lost. Say: Cast aside your idle fancies and vain
imaginings, turn ye unto God and then return unto Him. He,
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verily, is the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. Say: Do ye ob-
ject to Him by Whose acceptance the Bayan was conditioned
and God, the Mighty, the Beauteous, hath written? Say: The
books of the world shall profit you not this day, nor what all
peoples possess, except through this Book through whose rev-
elation the denizens of the Kingdom have proclaimed: “The
sovereignty belongeth unto God, the command unto God, the
greatness unto God, the Powerful, the All-Loving, the Gra-
cious!” Say: O people of the Assembly! Through you have the
pillars of justice been shaken, equity hath grieved and the eyes
of them that are nigh unto God have wept. Your tongues have
uttered what the tongue of Nadr spoke before the face of the
Messenger: “O God! If this be the truth from Thee, then rain
down stones upon us from heaven or bring upon us a grievous
chastisement.”

Verily, My Most Exalted Pen lamenteth and saith: “O people
of Kaf and Ra, be fair in the Cause of God and in what hath
appeared in this Revelation, and be not of them that turned
away from the Truth when it came with manifest sovereignty.”
This is He Who arose in the earliest days before the faces of
all men and summoned all unto God, the Goal of them that
know, and concealed not Himself nor preserved Himself for less
than a moment, whereunto every fair-minded and discerning
one doth testify. Is he who hath manifested himself better, or
he who remaineth behind the veil? Fear ye God and be not of
the transgressors. Blessed is he who speaketh the truth, and
woe unto every lying one who is moved by the winds of self
and desire and is stirred however they wish. Thus doth the
Wronged One recount unto you and counsel you as a token of
His grace, and He is the All-Counseling, the All-Knowing.

We mentioned you at the outset of the Book as a mercy from
Our presence and a command from Us, and We are the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. Blessed art thou, O My Name,
for having entered the Spot of Paradise, the place whereon the
lights of the Countenance have shone forth from the Dayspring
of Beauty with a clear command, and for having attained the
presence of God, the Most High, the Most Exalted, and for
having heard the call of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most
Compassionate. The breezes of revelation have wafted upon
thee from the direction of inspiration from God, the Almighty,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

O Ancient Beauty! Give glad tidings unto him who standeth
before the Throne of what hath been ordained for him by Thy
Most Exalted Pen in a preserved Tablet. Say: Verily, thy
arrival upon the shore of the Most Great Sea is better for thee
than whatsoever hath been created on earth. Thy Lord, verily,
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is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Take thy portion again
and again from this surging sea and deprive not thyself of what
hath been ordained for it by the Pen of the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing. Say: O party of God! Say “In the Name of God”
and “By God,” then take a handful from the Water of Life and
sprinkle it upon all created things, that they may be cleansed
from the veils of humanity and be brought nigh unto the Most
Sublime Vision, this hallowed and resplendent Station. Should
thou find one who turneth toward thee, impart unto him the
verses, then reveal unto him the pearls of wisdom and utterance
from the ocean of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the Wise. And
shouldst thou see one who turneth away, turn thou away from
him, placing thy trust in God, the Lord of all worlds. O party
of God! Object ye not unto them that object unto you. Leave
them to their idle talk, turning toward the Single One, the All-
Knowing. Whosoever openeth his lips today in remembrance
of this Most Great Remembrance, the Concourse on High shall
circle round him with standards of light. Thus hath it been
ordained from the presence of a Mighty, Ancient Ordainer.

Say: O people of the Bayan, know ye that behind the Mount
of Power God hath men who aid Him with the hosts of wisdom
and utterance in such wise that neither the might of the world
nor the opposition of the nations can deter them. They testify
to that which God Himself hath testified: “There is none other
God but I, the Ordainer, the All-Wise.” Blessed are they whom
the clamor of the people hath not saddened in the path of
God, the Lord of creation, nor have they been deterred by the
censure of the censorious.

O My Name! Give glad tidings to the loved ones concerning
the Tablet of God and its influence. Verily, We have revealed
for them that which giveth assurance to the hearts of the pure
ones and causeth the hearts of the ungodly to quake. Say: O
people! He hath come from the Supreme Horizon with God’s
momentous announcement, the Most High, the Most Great,
and in His hand is a proof: weigh it in the balance of truth and
by whatsoever proofs ye possess from the Prophets and Mes-
sengers. When it was made manifest, the proofs of the world
bowed down before it. Fear God and be not of the wrongdoers.
Beware lest ye reject the truth by that which ye possess. Fear
God and be not of the heedless. These are the verses of God
sent down through grace, through which the fragrance of ut-
terance hath been wafted throughout all possibility. Fear the
All-Merciful and be not of the transgressors.

Verily, We have made manifest the Hidden Scroll, determined
and sealed, which was inscribed by the Finger of Power and
concealed behind the veils of the unseen - a bounty from Us,
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and I am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Nothing escapeth the
knowledge of your Lord, nor doth any matter defeat Him. He
hath manifested and caused to appear whatsoever He willeth.
He, verily, is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

Say: The Last Turn hath come, and We have stretched forth
the Hand of Power and revealed from Our Most Great Mystery,
concerning the pure truth, a mystery less than what can be
counted. Thereupon did the dwellers of Sinai swoon away at
the Dawning-Place of this crimson Sign upon the Spot of Sinai.
Thus did the All-Merciful come upon the clouds of proof, and
all things proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Lord of Lords!”

Those who dispute God’s proof and His authority - these are
they whom their desires have overcome and returned them to
their abode in the fire - evil the abode of every denying infidel!
Blessed is he who hath turned to the Supreme Horizon, clinging
to His verses, holding fast to His robe, uttering His praise, and
arising to serve His Cause whereby feet have slipped.

When the Morn of Manifestation unfurled its standard and
the Interlocutor of the Mount came with the banners of signs
and the emblems of clear proofs, the people turned away and
opposed Him with tyranny whereat the clouds cried out: “Be-
ware lest ye shut the door of bounty in your own faces. Fear
God, O people of the Book! Beware lest ye do what the former
party did on the day when the Rock cried out, the Great Cry
was raised, and the mountains passed away.”

7 Say: Cast aside your vain imaginings. By God, they shall not

profit you! He Who was established upon the Throne in the
beginning of days hath testified to this. Blessed is he who hath
attained unto the day wherein the shrill voice of the Supreme
Pen was raised and the Tongue of Grandeur spoke: “Come ye,
come ye, O people of the earth! This is the day wherein He
Who was hidden in the eternity of eternities hath been made
manifest.”

We counsel you with that wherewith We counseled Our loved
ones aforetime: to be trustworthy, truthful, pure, chaste, loving
and faithful. Leave what the people possess, taking what ye
have been given from God, the Lord of all men.

We make mention of him who was named Ali-Akbar, who be-
lieved in God on a day wherein hearts melted with the fear of
God, the Lord of the Final End. We bear witness that thou
didst turn and hear the Call and respond to thy Lord when
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the people of the cities and lands turned away. Turn with thy
heart to the Most Exalted Horizon, then adorn thyself with
the ornament of godliness and thy heart with trust in God,
the Lord of humanity, and thy tongue with that which hath
been sent down in the scriptures and tablets. Walk the path of
divine good-pleasure with God’s dignity and tranquility, that
His signs may be manifested through thee in the world. This
is what thou hast been commanded by thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

Blessed is the soul that hath been enkindled by the fire which
the All-Merciful hath ignited in creation, from whose sighing
is heard “The Intended One hath come with a sovereignty that
neither the ranks of the divines nor the hosts of princes could
dismay.” He calleth out with the most exalted call before all
who are in earth and heaven: “The Promise hath come, and
this is what was recorded in the Book by the Pen of God, the
Revealer of verses.” Blessed art thou for having been mentioned
by the Pen of Revelation when the Wronged One was in the
hands of the wicked. Soon shall the world and all that is therein
perish, and there shall endure for thee what hath been sent
down from God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust.

O Moses! Hear the Call from the Blessed, Eternal, Ancient
Tree: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Cleaver of Dawn!” The tale
of the Mount and its Interlocutor hath returned, speaking in
this Revelation: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the Single,
the One, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.” The world hath been
set ablaze by the fire of thy Lord’s love, yet the people remain
heedless and veiled. Say: By God! The Revealer of verses
hath come with the standards of proof and utterance. Fear
God, O people of the Bayan, and be not of those who awaited
My days, yet when I manifested Myself, they denied Me. To
this beareth witness the Mother Book. Thus hath the ocean
revealed its waves and the light its radiance. Blessed is he who
hath seen and turned towards it, and woe unto every denier and
infidel. This is a day wherein the Point of the Bayan circleth
round the throne of his Lord, the All-Merciful, and the Point
of the Furqan giveth glad tidings to the world of the Lord of
Eternity. The Spirit, in the wilderness of longing, saith: “Here
am I, here am I, O Desired One of the nations! Here am I, here
am I, O Light of the horizons! Through Thee was manifested
that which was hidden in knowledge and recorded in the books
of God, the Lord of all men.”

O Abu’l-Hasan! The Wronged One, Who hath come from
the heaven of utterance with proof and testimony and hath
summoned all unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed,
maketh mention of thee. He it is for Whose path the gems
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of existence have sacrificed their souls and all they possessed.
Thus were hearts and souls attracted by the call of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Great.

Hearken unto the scratching of My Most Exalted Pen from the
right hand of the luminous Spot, from the Divine Lote-Tree
before the faces of all peoples. Verily there is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
We have created ears to hearken unto My sweetest call, and
eyes to behold the lights of the Countenance from the supreme
horizon, and tongues to make mention of Me and praise Me
in the kingdom of creation, and hands to grasp My Book and
hold fast unto My mighty cord.

The world hath appeared for My Self, and the ocean of knowl-
edge hath surged through My Name, and the sun of utterance
hath shone forth through My mention, the Mighty, the Won-
drous. Say: O concourse of the earth! Open your eyes, for We
have adorned the heaven of utterance with the stars of certi-
tude. Draw nigh with illumined hearts and radiant faces. By
God! The ocean of knowledge hath surged before the world,
and the fragrance of God, the Mighty, the Wise, hath been
wafted.

5 This is the Day whereon the Tongue of the All-Merciful hath

spoken in the kingdom of utterance, and the horizon of the
world hath been illumined by the Great Name, and all things
have testified that, by God, the Day hath come and the people
are in manifest doubt. Blessed is he who hath shattered the
idols of vain imagination and hath arisen to serve God, the
Lord of the Throne on high and of the dust below, with such
steadfastness as neither the hosts and ranks could hinder, nor
the battalions and legions could frighten. He spoke before all
faces that which was a light unto the righteous and a fire unto
the wicked. Verily thy Lord is the Omnipotent over whatsoever
He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Strong, the Powerful.

26 Give thanks unto God for having made mention of thee in

the prison and revealed for thee that which shall be a trea-
sure for thee in His mighty and lofty Kingdom. Grieve not
at anything. Convey the Cause of thy Lord with wisdom and
utterance. This is what thou hast been commanded by the
Omnipotent, the Ancient of Days. Thus hath the Treasury
revealed its secrets and the Lote-Tree its fruits. Blessed is he
who hath witnessed and seen and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou the Desire of the worlds!”

7 O Muhammad-Taqi! Hear the call from the supreme horizon

from God, the Lord of Names. Verily there is none other God
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but Me, the Forgiving, the Generous. Blessed is he who hath
testified to that which God hath testified, and hath acknowl-
edged that which His Tongue hath acknowledged when He was
seated upon the Throne and when the Light was shining from
the horizon of Zawra and in this mighty Prison. Take hold of
the Book of God with such strength from Him that the divines
of the age shall not prevent thee. Be thou vocal in thy Master’s
praise and steadfast in service to His Cause. Verily He hath
sent down for thee the proof and made clear His straight path.

This is a Day that cannot be equaled by centuries, and this
is a Cause before which the hosts of the heavens and earth
cannot stand. To this testifieth every truthful and perceiving
one. Say: My God, my God! Thou seest the poor one hath
sought the gate of Thy riches, and the sick one hath hastened
to the ocean of Thy healing, and the wronged one hath desired
Thy justice and favors. I beseech Thee by the lights of the morn
of Thy manifestation and by the Word whereby the hearts of
Thy chosen ones were attracted, that Thou deprive me not of
the outpourings of Thy days and the breaths of Thy verses.

O Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thy supreme horizon
and holding fast to Thy cord, O Lord of all being and Sovereign
of the hereafter and the first life. I beseech Thee not to dis-
appoint me of that which is with Thee and that which Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones who have not broken Thy
covenant and Thy testament, who have hastened to the place
of sacrifice out of longing to meet Thee, and who have offered
up their spirits in Thy path. I beseech Thee, O God of Names
and Creator of heaven, by Thy Most Exalted Name, to for-
give me and my parents and whosoever hath held fast to Thy
cord and clung to the hem of Thy robe. O Lord! Thou art
He through Whose generosity all creation hath testified, and
through Whose bounty all beings have borne witness. There
is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! The grace of thy Lord God hath encompassed
the horizons, yet most men do not understand. The hidden
Cause of God and His treasured Secret have been made man-
ifest, yet most of the people perceive it not. This is the Day
wherein all things proclaim: O peoples of the earth! The hori-
zon of the Revelation hath been illumined with the Light of the
divine utterance, and the All-Merciful hath come with manifest
sovereignty. When the Promise came to pass and the Promised
One appeared, the divines arose in opposition and perpetrated
that which caused the denizens of Paradise and the Concourse
on High to weep at eventide and at dawn. There hath be-
fallen Us in God’s path that which had never befallen anyone
before. To this testifieth He Who in every state proclaimeth:
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There is none other God but Me, the All-Protecting, the Self-
Subsisting.

O peoples of the earth! This is the Day of God, yet ye rec- 45 09 Y {;J\ 5 4l o5 | ds ubﬂ!\ e L 31

ognize it not, and this is the Day of divine utterance, yet ye
remain silent. Remember what the All-Merciful hath revealed
in the Qur’an: “The Day when mankind shall stand before
the Lord of the worlds.” This is the Day wherein We behold
the people of the Bayan drunken, though they be not drunken,
but severe indeed is the chastisement of God. This is the Day
wherein thy Lord hath come and the verses have encompassed
the Manifestations of Names and Attributes. Blessed is he who
hath attained, and woe unto them that have turned away. We
counsel thee and those who have believed to observe what be-
seemeth the days of God, the Lord of the mighty throne. The
discourse of idle fancies hath returned, and most of the people
are wandering distraught. O people! Fear God, and follow
not the desires of every froward oppressor. This is the Day
wherein that which was hidden from all eyes and treasured in
the knowledge of God, the Mighty, the All-Praised, hath been
revealed.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Hearken unto the call from the right side of the
vale, the station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur did speak:
“The Kingdom is God’s, the One, the All-Knowing!” Thy name
was mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and We
make mention of thee through this wondrous remembrance, at
whose appearance the remembrances of the world did humble
themselves and around which circled the Concourse on High,
bearing the banners of verses. To this doth the Mother Book
testify in this exalted station. When thou dost inhale the fra-
grance of utterance and art seized with the intoxication of the
Salsabil of knowledge, say:

“My God, my God! Thy separation hath destroyed me, Thy
remoteness hath consumed me, as have the tribulations that
have befallen Thee in Thy path. My God, my God! Mine
ear desireth to hear that for which it was created; withhold
it not from Thy melodies and Thy call. My sight desireth to
behold the effulgences of the lights of Thy most exalted horizon;
deprive it not of that which Thou hast manifested for it. My
God, my God! How is it that I hear the call of the servants
but hear not Thy call, and see Thy creation but see not the
Dayspring of Thy Revelation and the Dawning-Place of Thy
verses? Blessed is he who hath inhaled the fragrance of Thy
garment and hath been seized by the breezes of Thy days, until
he became detached from all else but Thee.

“I beseech Thee, O my Lord, the All-Merciful, by the kingdom
of Thy utterance, and by the ocean which the ships of the world
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cannot contain, and by the Ark which the waves of the malice of
the nations cannot hinder, to strengthen me in all conditions
as Thou didst strengthen me before and wilt strengthen me
hereafter. Then send down from the heaven of Thy mercy
upon Thy servants that which will draw them nigh unto Thee
and acquaint them with what Thou hast intended for them
through Thy bounty and grace, and guide them to Thy path
which calleth out with the most exalted call in the morning
and the evening: By God! T am the Straight Path and I am
the Balance whereby all small and great are weighed. O Lord!
Deprive not Thy servants of the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the
Uttermost End and the scratching of Thy Most Exalted Pen.
Thou art He Who hath testified through Thy generosity to all
created things and through Thy grace to all existing things.
There is none other God but Thee, the Revealer of verses and
the Lord of earth and heaven.”

We have revealed for thee what We have revealed for none other
of Our loved ones, as a grace from Our presence, that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.
Say: “My God, my God! If Thou shouldst prevent me from
drawing nigh unto Thee and from standing before Thy throne
and from presenting myself at the gate of Thy majesty, then
inscribe for me, with Thy Most Exalted Pen, the reward of
meeting Thee and of those who soared in the atmosphere of
longing and yearning until they attained Thy presence and
heard Thy sweetest call and beheld Thy most glorious hori-
zon. I beseech Thee, O God of existence and Lord of the seen
and unseen, by Thy imprisonment and Thy wrongs and what
hath befallen Thee at the hands of Thy creation, not to disap-
point me of what is with Thee nor to withhold from me that
wherewith Thou didst quicken them that are in their graves.
Thou art, verily, the Lord of the Manifestation, seated upon
the throne on the Day of Resurrection. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

O Husayn! The Wronged One remembereth thee for the sake of
God, the Mighty, the Beautiful, even as He hath remembered
the servants and called them to the most exalted horizon, the
station wherein the Tree exclaimed: “There is none other God
but Me, the Lord of the exalted Throne!” The All-Bountiful
hath come in the final abode; among the people are those who
denied Him, those who turned away, and those who manifested
great tyranny. Say: O people of the earth! By God, the All-
Merciful hath come with the kingdom of proof. Hasten, and
be not of them that hesitate. Beware lest the cup of names
prevent you from the Kawthar of eternity. Cast away what is
with the people, holding fast to that which is with God, the
Mighty, the Wise. Say: O people! Withhold not yourselves
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from the Dayspring of Revelation. By God, the verses have
been sent down, the evidences have appeared, and the Sun of
utterance hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of
proof. Fear ye the All-Merciful and be not of them that are far
removed. Come, come, O concourse of men, that I may show
you the Most Great Vision and cause you to hear the call of
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Thus hath the ocean of
knowledge manifested the waves of utterance and the heaven
of inner meanings its stars. Blessed are they that attain!

O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call from the direction
of My prison, when Mine enemies who denied the Resurrection
and its signs, and the Hour and its tokens, encompassed Me.
Verily, they are among the abased ones. Blessed is thy son who
ascended unto God and partook of the Choice Sealed Wine
when it was unsealed by the hand of power and might.

O ‘Ali-Rida! The Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens
makes mention of thee. Verily, He came with the banners of
verses and the standards of clear proofs on a Day wherein the
pillars of existence were shaken through fear of God, the Lord
of Lords. We bear witness that thou didst turn, believe, and
respond to thy Lord when He came with power and sovereignty.
Thou didst attain, before thy ascension, to the fragrance of the
knowledge of thy Lord, and after it to the verses of God, the
Lord of creation. Blessed is the soul that hath won mention by
My Most Exalted Pen, and the face that hath turned unto the
Countenance, and the heart that hath turned toward the hori-
zon whence shone forth the Luminary of proof and evidence.
O people of Baha! Take hold of the Book of God with the
strength that proceedeth from Him, and be not of them that
disbelieved in God, the Lord of all mankind.

O Siyyid Muhammad! Rejoice in the bounty of thy Lord. Ver-
ily, He maketh mention of thee from the direction of the Prison
with verses that the centuries and ages cannot alter. Hearken,
hearken! The Most Exalted Pen desireth to converse with thee.
Behold, behold! The Ancient Countenance hath turned toward
thee from His Most Great Prison. When thou hast heard and
seen, arise and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Desire of the world,
and glory be unto Thee, O Illuminator of the horizons! The
world hath been set ablaze by the verses of thy Lord, and utter-
ance is filled with wondrous doubt. Behold the Most Exalted
Horizon with thine eyes, then hearken unto its call with thine
ears. This is what thou hast been commanded in the Scrip-
tures and Tablets. Whoso regardeth it with other than His eye
shall never know it. This is what God hath made specific to
this Revelation, which when it appeared caused the limbs of all
names to quake, the heavens to be cleft asunder, and the lands

Ll 5 B2 5 Sl o eb 5 SUV o5
155N o sl Ol s B e
LY ) e b e s el
SISt BT Sl SN
L Gl sl OLIY gl 0l 2 bl

arW g b

bl 3 el e QI ae) el Lo37

5 sl 5 W) 5wl 1S ) Sl
SeY sk g bl e el Y b))
N el g Gy ) e sl

EREN IR

b TV Sl ST ey e b oss

Sl el 5 LI b, S 4l T
Lis e ol 0K Ce ey ad £ S
PRCEAIPRUIT I I I P
@3 6 Ollah 5 5508 G 5N STV oo
SLL odn 5 Ky b e O syl 13
B ST b i) b sle Y1 SOl Al
G I3 el U ey a5 Y
T el Lol 5 i s ae G5 @)
o 155N ke o bsh A O 1y

P Lo Bl 1y 587

W&Jﬁé‘ugj%t’ecﬁ‘-*;v\;lt 39
e bas 5 03,80 s ¥ ST o
ol il Son J6s 01y ) N300 e
rupw\wpy;g\;;(wmé\
;@g}\&ynsq@,w\s\
AW et 8 GBI e T (ST JL)
Sl Gl 0L ey O e
M (3l 8108 el ¢ Sy W1 Y
e NPT I RYCIER
13b Loyt ) sl Lo Lk Tl 6 )

3 L Gl ) gl 31 ol el
E IS GRS W I R PN R SO

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 11



42

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00026

to lament. Thus have We sent down the verses unto thee and
dispatched them to thee as a grace from Our presence, and I
am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Siyyid Ja’far! The Greatest Scene hath been adorned and
the Hidden Secret hath been revealed, and the Lord of Destiny
calleth out, saying: O concourse of humanity! The Hour hath
come and the moon hath been cleft asunder. Blessed is the
servant who hath witnessed and attained, and woe unto every
denying impostor. Beware lest the doubts of the people of the
Bayan prevent thee. Arise and say: O people, fear God and
be not of the companions of error. Say: O party of God! This
Day is your day. Remember your Lord, the Most Merciful,
with wisdom and utterance, and follow not every misbeliever
who hath disbelieved in God, the Revealer of verses. This is a
Day wherein the Way crieth out: Look ye, look ye, O people
of Baha! By God, I was created for you, despite those who
caused their people to dwell in the abode of perdition. And
the Guide crieth out and calleth: O party of God! God hath
manifested me for you. Turn ye unto Him and be not of those
who denied their Lord in the beginning and the end.

O Mahmud! The Promised One maketh mention of thee from
His glorious station and giveth thee glad tidings of God’s tender
care - thy Lord, the Lord of the Day of Reckoning. Hold thou
fast unto His grace, arise to serve His Cause, and voice His
praise at eventide and at dawn. We have sent down the verses
and revealed unto men that which draweth them nigh unto
the Most Exalted Horizon. Turn ye unto Him, O ye that are
endowed with insight!

Know thou that the Concourse of the Bayan have denied this
bounty the like of which the eye of creation hath never beheld.
These have followed their desires and disbelieved in Him Who
hath come from the Dayspring of Power with God’s verses - the
Omnipotent, the Unconstrained. Thus have their deeds been
made to seem fair in their eyes, and they are this day numbered
among the wayward before the Self-Sufficient, the Most High.
Say: Fear ye God! He hath come with verses that all the books
of the world cannot equal, as testifieth He in Whose grasp is
the Kingdom of proof and evidence. Say: Come ye, that I
may show you what hath been sent down from the Kingdom
of utterance and cause you to hear what the Dove of Paradise
warbleth upon the loftiest branches. By God! What the people
possess cannot this day compare with God’s verses. Ponder ye,
O men of understanding! By what proof can they who deny
this Cause establish their claims? Say: Produce it, O sources
of delusion!
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O Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar! He hath come from the heaven of Com-
mand bearing the banner of “He doeth what He willeth.” Doth
it beseem anyone to turn away? Nay, by My Self that over-
shadoweth the earth and the heavens! That which was never
manifested hath been made manifest, yet the people remain
in strange delusion. They worship vain imaginings and com-
prehend not; they worship idols yet perceive not. They have
adorned their heads with turbans - they are astray and lead
others astray, yet they know not. They have lost who denied
God’s verses after their revelation and turned away from Him
through Whom the letter K was conjoined with the letter N
and every hidden matter was revealed. Thank thou God, thy
Lord, that He hath aided thee to turn unto Him on a day
wherein men have turned away from God, the Self-Subsisting,
the All-Compelling.

We have desired to make mention of him who was named ‘Ali-
Akbar, who turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon and tra-
versed land and sea until he reached the shore of the Most
Great Sea and heard the Call from the Dayspring of his Lord’s
utterance, the Lord of Names, and beheld what no eye hath
beheld. We testify that he heard and turned and hastened un-
til he entered the right Valley - the place wherein the fragrance
of God, Lord of the seen and unseen, was diffused, and he tes-
tified to that whereunto God hath testified: that there is none
other God but Him, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
He heard the rustling and the whispering and beheld the Most
Great Sign from the Divine Lote-Tree beyond which there is
no passing, and that which hearts and minds have never appre-
hended. He believed in God on a day wherein the divines of
the earth and its doctors, and those who followed them without
clear proof from God, the Mighty, the All-Loving, disbelieved.
And We make mention of his son whom We named Badi’, and
his mother who heard and responded and took the cup of near-
ness and meeting, drinking therefrom in the name of her Lord,
the Lord of existence. O Mother of Badi’! Grieve not at any-
thing. We counsel thee to be patient and forbearing, even as
We have counseled Our handmaidens before thee. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Patient, the All-Appreciating.

5 O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Ja’far and re-

mind him of the days of God, lest the doubts of those who
have disbelieved in the Witness and the Witnessed prevent
him. This is a day wherein none save He should be mentioned.
Say: Fear ye the All-Merciful, O people of the Bayan, and op-
pose not Him Who hath come from the heaven of proof with
the standards of divine knowledge, would that ye might know!
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Say: O people of the Bayan! Slay Me not with the swords of
rejection. By God, I was sleeping when the hand of your Lord,
the All-Merciful’s will awakened Me and commanded Me to
raise My voice between earth and heaven. This is not of Mine
own accord, could ye but know it. Were He to find anyone
else speaking forth and standing up for this Cause, He would
not have raised Me up nor caused Me to speak a word, nor
would I have manifested Myself amongst these people. To this
testifieth the Book whose verses have been inscribed by the
Pen of God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. The
All-Chosen hath taken from My hands the reins of choice, and
raised Me up as He pleased and caused Me to speak as He
desired. He, verily, is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

O Pen! Blessed art thou for having rendered Me well-pleased
with thee, for thou hast spoken in such wise concerning the
stations of the servants. We beseech God to reward thee with
the most excellent reward and to strengthen His loved ones to
remain steadfast in this irrevocable Cause.

O Siyyid Husayn! There hath befallen Me in God’s path that
which hath caused the Concourse on High to lament, and the
dwellers of the Most Exalted Paradise, and those who circle
round God’s Throne, the Lord of the Kingdom. O peoples
of the earth! Fear God and deny not Him through Whom
God’s Cause was manifested from the Beginning that hath
no beginning, through Whom every Messenger was sent and
every Book was revealed. He hath spoken: “There is no God
but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.”

O My Most Exalted Pen! We bid thee be silent, for the people
of the Bayan are within thy hearing, that they might hear
that wherewith they object to God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be. We stood before all faces in days wherein skins
trembled from the might of princes and divines. Then, when
the waves of hatred subsided, there arose from behind the veil
the buzzing of flies, and they committed what none before
them had committed. Thus have We sent down the verses
and dispatched them unto thee that thou mightest thank thy
Lord, the Sovereign of all sovereigns. Beware lest anything
whatsoever prevent thee from the Lord of all names. Cast aside
what the people possess, holding fast to that which thou hast
been commanded by God, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Kindly.

O Ali! The Wronged One makes mention of thee and re-
mindeth thee of the verses of God, the Lord of the mighty
throne. My Name, upon Him be My glory, was presented with
a letter bearing thy name. We make mention of thee from
the precincts of the Prison, that thou mayest rejoice and be of
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them that render thanks. This is the Day wherein the ocean
of divine knowledge hath surged and the fragrance of the All-
Merciful hath wafted. Blessed is he who hath seen and found;
woe unto the heedless ones.

O Ali! Remember Ali who advanced to the place of sacrifice
in the Land of Ta, and offered up his spirit in the path of God,
the Lord of all worlds. How many a sacrifice hath offered up
his life in My path, and how many a learned one hath given
his soul for My Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. Say: O
people of the Bayan! Leave Me to deal with the people of the
Furqan. They have surrounded Me. Fear God, and be not of
the wrong-doers. Say: Can that which ye possess profit you
after ye have accepted My Cause? Be fair, and be not of them
that turn aside. All things have passed away, and this is the
face of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. How many
a learned one hath turned away, and how many an unlettered
one hath hastened, and drunk, and said: “Praise be to Thee,
O Thou the Goal of them that know Thee!” Be thou in all
conditions reliant upon God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy
forefathers. Say: My God, my God! Thou knowest what is
with me, and I know not what is with Thee. I testify that the
reins of knowledge are in Thy right hand, and understanding
is within the grasp of Thy power. I beseech Thee by the Word
whereby Thou hast subdued all who are in earth and heaven,
to ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen that which
shall profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Thou, verily, art
the Powerful, the Almighty.

O Ali-Asghar! Observe, then reflect upon the world and what
hath occurred therein. It will guide thee and lead thee to a sta-
tion wherein thou wilt find thyself detached from all else save
God and clinging to His sure cord. It showeth thee its passing,
its extinction, its changes, and what hath transpired therein
by the decree of the Mighty, the Powerful. Be thou steadfast
in the Cause, firm in thy love, truthful in thy speech, fair in all
matters, and trustworthy in financial affairs. Thus doth the
Most Glorious Pen counsel thee from this most exalted sta-
tion. Verily thy Lord is the Counselor, the All-Knowing. The
clamor hath been raised throughout all regions, and that which
We foretold you hath come to pass, when the Light was shining
from the horizon of Iraq, and in the Land of Mystery, and in
this mighty Prison. Nothing hath appeared from the Cause but
that We had informed the people of it in the Book. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. O people of Dal
and Ha! We counsel you to act in accordance with that which
hath been sent down from the Pen of the Command of your
Lord, the Almighty, the Mighty, the Great. Thus hath the
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sun of knowledge shone forth from the horizon of the loving-
kindness of your Lord, the Most Merciful. Give thanks and
say: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou the Goal of the worlds!”

O Hasan! We bear witness that he who hath turned and hear-
kened is assuredly among the sincere ones in a perspicuous
Book. The beginning of all things is the knowledge of God,
and its end is steadfast adherence to whatsoever hath been
sent down from the heaven of His Will that overshadoweth all
who are in the heavens and on the earth. Whoso hath on this
day quaffed the sealed wine of My Name, the Self-Subsisting,
he verily is of the people of Baha in the Book of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. And whoso hath turned away from
this Cause, he is assuredly among the companions of the Fire.
Say: O people of the Bayan! Were the matter in My hands,
I would not have revealed Myself. Fear ye God and oppose
not Him Who hath come with what ye possess of the tokens of
the Messengers. I was seated when your Lord, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful, raised Me up; I was silent when He caused
Me to speak through His firm and irrevocable command; I was
asleep when He awakened Me and revealed unto Me that which
no reckoner, however learned, can reckon. Say: Read ye what
hath been sent down from the Supreme Pen and what ye pos-
sess, then judge with fairness and be not of the transgressors. |
bewail My grief and sorrow unto God. O my Lord! Pour forth
upon Me patience and make Me victorious over the wrongdoing
people.

O Muhammad-‘Ali! The gate of heaven hath been opened
and the Lord of Names hath come with a company from the
Supreme Concourse. Blessed is he who hath advanced, and
woe unto them that have turned aside. Through Him hath the
pavilion of glory been raised up, and the Trumpet hath been
sounded, and all who are in the heavens and on earth were
thunderstruck, save them who have come unto the All-Merciful
with illumined hearts. By God’s life! Were anyone to become
aware of what hath befallen Me in the path of God, he would
lament with the lamentation of the bereaved ones. The people
of the Bayan have denied the proof of God and His testimony,
save them who have perceived the sweet savors of Revelation
and have testified to that whereunto God hath testified: that
there is none other God but I, the Forgiving, the Generous.
We have heard thy call and have answered thee with verses
that all thou beholdest today cannot equal. Give thanks unto
God, thy Lord, for this great bounty. This is a day wherein that
which lay hidden in the knowledge of God and treasured within
the hearts of them who are nigh unto Him hath been made
manifest. Say: This is God’s Book speaking in your midst;
hearken ye thereunto and be not of the heedless ones. God hath
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revealed Himself through His Name, the All-Merciful, unto all
who are in the realm of possibility. Among the people are
those who have advanced and attained, those who have turned
aside, and those who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. God hath men behind the Throne who aid Him
with the hosts of utterance and exposition. They, verily, are
among those who are brought nigh in a clear Book. Neither
the doubts of the worshippers of names nor the veils of the
transgressors can hinder them.

O Qasim! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He coun-
seleth thee with that which shall cause the Cause of God, thy
Lord, the Lord of the mighty throne, to be exalted. They who
have taken their vain imaginings as lords besides God, these
are the companions of the fire in the Book of God. Blessed is
he who hath recognized, and woe unto the deniers. When thou
hast gained access to My letter and discovered the fragrance
of Mine utterance, say: My God, my God! I testify that Thou
hast created me to know Thee and to enter the precincts of
Thy glory, to stand before Thy gate and to appear in Thy
presence. O my Lord! Prevent not mine ear from hearkening
to Thy call, nor mine eyes from beholding the Dayspring of
Thy Revelation, the Dawning-Place of Thy Cause, the Mani-
festation of Thy Self and the Source of Thy commandments. O
my Lord! Thou beholdest the tears of them that are nigh unto
Thee in their separation from Thee, and the sighs of the sincere
ones in their remoteness from Thee. Have mercy upon Thy ser-
vants and Thy creation, and withhold them not from that for
which Thou didst create them. Thou, verily, art powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest.

O my Lord! My heart hath melted by reason of the length of
days of separation from Thee. I beseech Thee by the breezes
of Thy Revelation, the mysteries of Thy Book, the waves of
the ocean of Thy knowledge and the effulgences of the lights of
the Orb of Thy manifestation, to ordain for me that which will
draw me nigh unto Thee. If Thou deniest me, O my God, that
which I desire through Thine irrevocable decree, then write
down for me from Thy Most Exalted Pen the reward of at-
taining Thy presence. Verily, Thou art He Whom nothing
whatsoever can frustrate, nor can any name among all names
hinder Thee. There is none other God but Thee, the Strong,
the Mighty.

O Muhammad-Bagqir! We have seen thy name and have made
mention of thee in this wondrous remembrance, that this re-
membrance may render thee steadfast and firm in such wise
that neither doubts may cause thee to slip, nor intimations
prevent thee, nor the power of the world weaken thee, nor the
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might of the nations frighten thee. Verily, thy Lord is the All-
Merciful, the Bountiful. By God! The pens have been hum-
bled when the Most Exalted Pen was set in motion, yet the
people understand not. They have turned unto the daysprings
of idle fancies, turning away from God, the Protector, the Self-
Subsisting. The verses pass them by at all times, yet they turn
aside therefrom. They worship idols and perceive it not, and
they say that which the ancients never said. Say: My God, my
God! T beseech Thee by the ocean of Thy verses, the heaven of
Thy bounty and the sun of Thy generosity, to aid me in that
whereby the sincere ones may inhale the fragrance of steadfast-
ness in Thy Cause. O my Lord! Make me not deprived of
the breezes of Thy days, nor prevented from hearkening unto
Thy verses. Ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen the
good of the world to come and of this world. O my Lord! I
testify that I am neither worthy of the wonders of Thy grace
nor deserving of that which Thou hast sent down unto me from
the heaven of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the ships of Thy
power and the oceans of Thy might - they whom neither the
might of kings hath prevented from drawing nigh unto Thee,
nor the power of monarchs from gazing toward Thy horizon -
O my Lord! to ordain for me that which beseemeth Thy gen-
erosity and grace. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Kind.

O Abdul-Rahim! The wolves and evil ones of the earth have en-
compassed the Wronged One. They have denied Him after He
came with verses that all the books of the world and whatsoever
the nations possess cannot equal, and with a proof whereby the
horizons of meanings and utterance were illumined. Blessed is
the soul that hath testified to that whereunto the Most Exalted
Pen hath testified. Woe unto every heedless one who hath dis-
puted the verses of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
How many a learned one hath been prevented by his learning
from the Known One, and how many an ignorant one hath
quaffed the wine of reunion from the cup of the bounty of his
Lord, the Possessor of the seen and unseen. We counsel all with
wisdom, even as We counseled the servants aforetime, and I am
the All-Knowing Counselor.

O concourse of the Bayan! Stretch forth your hands in suppli-
cation, for the Most Great Ocean is moved to cast upon you the
pearls of wisdom and utterance. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. Blessed is he who hath been illumined by
the lights of the Kingdom and by that which hath been cast
upon him from this Great Announcement - that which hath
been mentioned at one time as the Ocean, at another as the
Most Exalted Pen, and yet at another as the Speaker of Sinai
and the Divine Lote-Tree in the Crimson Tablet, and as the
Hidden Secret and the Treasured Mystery in the Books of God,
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the Mighty, the Beauteous. They that have turned away, these
have no portion in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! My Pen lamenteth and recounteth what
hath befallen Me at the hands of the oppressors. Verily, he
whom We sheltered for successive years beneath the wing of
grace hath risen in opposition and committed that which hath
caused the eyes of the knowing to weep. By God’s life! He
hath drawn against My face the sword of denial, having been
led astray by one of My servants, then raised his own voice in
protest - to this every truthful and trustworthy one beareth
witness.

O Concourse of the Bayan! Judge fairly, by God: who is it
that hath raised up the Cause and protected him whom ye
had taken as a friend unto yourselves? Fear God, and be not
of them that deny. We protected him from the sun’s heat
and winter’s cold; yet when he felt secure, he sought to shed
My blood - thus did his soul entice him, and he became one
of the transgressors. We have endured in God’s path that
which hath melted the hearts of the sincere. My kinsmen and
friends denied Me through the tyranny of princes and divines,
until they drove Us from the Land of Ta to Zawra, thence
to the Land of Mystery, and thence to this Most Great Prison,
wherein hath been kindled the fire of hatred, which no eloquent
tongue or swift pen can describe.

2 O Husayn! Accept what is good as a command from God, the

Lord of all worlds. Adorn thy head with the crown of trust-
worthiness and thy temple with the fear of God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. Forget not God’s favor - He hath mani-
fested the Dawning-Place of His signs and aided thee to recog-
nize Him on a day when lamentation arose between earth and
heaven through the deeds of the heedless. We counsel thee and
them that have believed to preserve that which ye have been
given by God, the Goal of them that know. How many a king
hath been deprived of recognition, and how many a bondsman
hath attained to his Lord’s grace! How many a seeing one
hath been forbidden to behold, and how many a blind one
hath seen and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who didst
remember me when I was in the hands of the oppressors!” How
many a mighty one hath been weakened by the power of the
Manifestation, and how many a weak one hath scattered the
hosts of vain imaginings in his Lord’s name, the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Powerful! Thus have We caused the weak to
inherit what belonged to the strong - a command from Us, for
verily We are powerful to do this.
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When thou hearest the Call, turn with thy heart to the Most
Sublime Horizon and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the
world, for having aided me, made me know Thee, and guided
me to Thy straight path. I testify that the Path is Thy path,
the Manifestation Thy Manifestation, and the Command Thy
Command, the Mighty, the Wondrous.”

O Muhammad-Qabli-Jim! The Dawning-Place of verses makes
mention of thee, that perchance the people may discover the
fragrance of their Lord, the All-Merciful, on a Day whereon
the Herald proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the One, the
All-Forgiving!” We make mention of thee for the sake of God,
that He may cause thee to be steadfast upon the straight path.
Be detached from all else save Him, fixing thy gaze upon His
horizon, and voicing His praise by night and by day. That
which the people possess will profit you not this Day. Cast
it aside at My bidding and take hold of that which ye are
commanded by God, the Lord of Lords. Say: O people of
the Bayan! Fear God and follow not idle fancies and vain
imaginings. Follow Him through Whose Name the Standard
of the Cause was hoisted upon the most exalted station. Say:
Have mercy upon yourselves and upon Him through Whom
the Most Great Luminary shone forth from the horizon of the
world, and through Whom the All-Merciful came with power
and sovereignty. Were it not for the Glory of God, who would
have raised up the Cause? Be fair-minded and be not of those
who denied the Proof and the Testament. Thou didst stand
before all faces, extolling the praise of God, the Lord of all
mankind. But when the Cause was elevated, clamor arose in
the cities and lands. Thus was the matter decreed, while the
people remained in wondrous doubt.

5 O Ibn al-Muhajir! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord which

is raised from the precincts of the Prison, summoning all unto
the Dayspring of verses. This is a Book from Us to all who
dwell on earth, that it may draw them to the horizon whence
the lights have shone forth, and remind them of that which
hath been sent down from the Supreme Pen in the Scriptures
and Tablets. That whereof We informed the servants aforetime
hath come to pass, when Zawra became the seat of the Throne,
and I am the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O peoples of the earth! Be fair in this Cause through which the
Dove of Paradise warbled upon the highest branches. There is
none other God but He, the Single, the One, the Mighty, the
Chosen. Through Him the path of God was made manifest
in the world and the decree of the Balance came forth. This
is a Day wherein the hidden Treasure hath appeared and the
mountains have passed away like clouds. Blessed is the soul
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that hath attained unto the ornament of justice; woe unto
every oppressive infidell O Supreme Pen! Say: O people of the
Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful and be not of the companions of
error. Weigh what hath been sent down from the Kingdom of
utterance with the balance of justice and fairness. By God’s
life! I desired not to manifest Myself, nor to utter a word,
but God’s Will overcame Mine, and He manifested Me as He
wished and desired. Through this there befell Me that which
caused the Supreme Paradise to lament, and those who circle
round the Throne at eventide and at dawn. Verily, he whom
We reared up sought to shed My blood. When the Cause was
made manifest, he raised an outcry within himself, clinging
to calumnies that have no standing with God, the Lord of all
men.

The Lord of Names makes mention of thee from
this Spot which God hath made the Dawning-place of His re-
membrance. My Most Exalted Pen lamenteth and weepeth by
reason of what hath befallen Me at the hands of those who
have denied the Beginning and the End. They make mention
of the Point of the Bayan, yet pronounce judgement against
Him Who sent Him. They recite the verses, yet deny their
Revealer. Take heed, O ye who are endued with insight! They
behold God’s bounty, yet deny it; they hear God’s verses, yet
turn away from them. These are assuredly the companions of
the fire. O peoples of the earth! By God, We have come only
to purify your souls from rancor and hatred. To this beareth
witness He with Whom is the Mother Book. The ocean of
utterance hath surged and the fragrances of the All-Merciful
have wafted. Turn ye, O people, with radiant faces toward the
horizon wherefrom the regions have been illumined. Thus have
We adorned the pages of the Book of Revelation with mention
of Him Who conversed with the One Who conversed with the
Fire. Blessed is he who hath recognized, and woe unto every
doubting ignorant one. O servants of the All-Merciful! When
a clamorer cometh unto you, leave him to himself, placing your
trust in God, the Source of inspiration. Oppose not any soul;
if ye detect from anyone the fragrance of animosity, leave him
to his devices, clinging to the hem of the robe of your Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Cleaver of the dawn. The qualities that
befit man are love, trustworthiness, forgiveness and faithful-
ness, and that whereby his being may be sanctified amidst all
peoples.

O Ibn al-Naddaf! He Who was rejected by the servants maketh
mention of thee, after having come from the Dayspring of the
Cause with a proof before which the proofs of those who clung
to their vain imaginings and idle fancies were brought low. O
son of the cotton-carder! Hearken unto the Call that hath been
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raised in truth - verily it guideth thee unto the straight path
and casteth upon all who dwell on earth the Word of God, the
Lord of what is and what hath been.

O people of the Bayan! By God, I was sleeping when the Will
of God, the Revealer of verses, awakened Me, and I was silent
when He made Me speak that which cannot be equalled by
what the servants possess, and I was seated when He raised
Me up through His power - and He is the Almighty, the Un-
constrained. If My transgression be My verses and My proofs,
indeed the Point of the Bayan preceded Me, and before Him
the Messengers of God, the Lord of the beginning and the re-
turn.

O people of the Bayan! If the Point charged you to turn away,
what have ye done to this Light that hath shone forth from
the horizon of justice? He charged you to turn towards it,
yet ye arose to reject it. The clouds cried out because of it,
and He commanded you to be submissive, yet ye advanced
against it with spears and swords. O followers of error! Ye have
turned away from Him at Whose recognition the Countenance
of Knowledge smiled throughout all possibility. Say: Hear, for
the sake of the All-Merciful, what the Point spoke in the Bayan:
“If ye help Him not, grieve Him not.” Ye cast the Command
of God behind your backs and committed that which caused
hearts to melt. By God, the Bayan was revealed solely for
My remembrance and gave glad tidings to the servants only
of My Manifestation, whereby the lights have shone forth. By
God, the Beloved was submissive to My remembrance, how
much more to My Self! Be fair and be not of the unjust and
tyrannical.

Say: If ye be in doubt, read the verses of God and what ye
possess, then judge fairly, O men of insight! By God, the
Wronged One desired not your faith - He summoned you unto
Himself for the sake of God, the Lord of all men. Behold,
then remember when I stood before all faces on a day wherein
souls were agitated and eyes were dazed. Verily He said: “If
He should come to you with a sign, oppose Him not,” yet ye
denied Him after He came to you with that which the Books
and Tablets cannot rival.

O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful and shed not
the blood of Him Who aided you through the nights and days
with the hosts of revelation and inspiration. When the Remem-
brance reached this point, I heard the lamentation of My Most
Exalted Pen, whereby arose the wailing of the Most Exalted
Paradise and the Crimson Ark, and the eyes of the righteous
shed tears. By God, I heard the cry of the Point of the Bayan
and His sorrow for My sake, and the outcry of the chosen ones
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in this grief whereby the Tree lamented and the pillars were
shaken.

O son of the cotton-carder! How many a learned one was
barred from the Goal, and how many an unlettered one was
seized by the wine of the Bayan, casting aside the world in his
longing to attain the presence of God, the Revealer of verses.
How many a scholar was kept back from the Most Great Ocean,
and how many a cotton-carder hastened, and drank, and said:
“Praise be to Thee, O Dawning-place of bounty and grace!”

Blessed is he who hath attained to the remembrance of the
Lord of the worlds in the Most Great Prison and hath testi-
fied to that which the All-Merciful hath testified in the most
exalted station. Blessed is the name that hath attained to
the movement of My Most Exalted Pen, and the stranger who
hath sought his Most Glorious homeland, and the distant one
who hath drawn nigh unto God, the Manifestor of clear to-
kens. Blessed is the knower who hath known the Known One,
and the seeker who hath attained and said: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all religions!”
Blessed is he who hath drunk the Kawthar of immortality from
the hand of bounty and bestowal, and he who hath inhaled and
perceived the fragrance of the garment as it was wafted abroad
through all regions. Blessed is the poor man who hath sought
the ocean of wealth, and the sick who hath turned towards
the Day-spring of healing, and the weak who hath drawn nigh
unto the horizon of power. Blessed is the blood that hath been
shed in My path, and the earth that hath been honored by My
footsteps, and the breeze that hath wafted from the direction
of My loving-kindness upon all who are in the lands. Blessed is
the sea upon which sailed the Ark of My Cause, and the moun-
tain whereon was raised the pavilion of My glory, and the face
that hath been illumined by the light of My days. Blessed is
the house wherein My remembrance hath been raised, and the
atmosphere through which the fragrances of revelation have
been diffused, both morn and eve.

The world hath been illumined by the Luminary of the Most
Great Name, yet the people remain heedless and astray. The
locusts of hatred have spread abroad; thus hath the Most Ex-
alted Pen informed you when the Light was shining from the
horizon of Iraq. O people of the earth! Hear My call from
around My throne, that it may draw you nigh unto God, the
Lord of all men. He Who was created to serve Me hath denied
Me - take heed, O ye who are endowed with insight! He whom
I sheltered beneath the wing of grace for successive years hath
sought to shed My blood. By God! The All-Merciful hath come
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with power and sovereignty. Say: O concourse of the earth! Is
there any among you who can contend with the Knight of in-
ner meanings in the arena of wisdom and utterance? Nay, by
My Self, the True One! To this testifieth He with Whom is the
knowledge of all things in the Book.

O Most Exalted Pen! Turn thy face toward Dal and Ha, then
make mention of Ali-Rida, whose name was present before the
Wronged One when He was in the hands of the wicked. We
have seen thy remembrance and have remembered thee, that
thou mayest rejoice and give thanks unto thy Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful. We have sent down the verses and mani-
fested the clear tokens. Blessed is he who hath heard and seen;
woe unto every denier and infidel! When the promise came to
pass and the Promised One appeared, the people rose against
Him with such tyranny as the eye of creation had never be-
held. Say: Die in your wrath! He hath come at Whose advent
the world’s foundations trembled and feet did slip, save those
who broke not their covenant and followed that which God had
revealed in the Book.

7 Say: O people of the earth! None hath the right to test God,

his Lord, or to try Him. Rather, it is His to test His servants.
He is the All-Powerful, the Unconstrained. Cast away what
ye possess and what the people possess. Fear God and follow
not your desires. Follow Him Who hath come with verses that
have encompassed the cities. We have sent down for the people
of Manshad that which will guide the fair-minded and direct
them unto God, the Cleaver of the Dawn. Whoso hath attained
unto My good-pleasure this day, he is of the people of God in
the Scriptures and Tablets. We desire naught from you. We
remind you for the sake of God. Whoso believeth, it is for his
own sake; whoso turneth away, verily God is the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. O people of the earth! Hearken! By God, this
is the call that was heard by the Beloved in His ascension,
and by Moses on the Mount of Joy, and by the Spirit when
He ascended unto God, the Revealer of laws and ordinances.
Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken, while the people
were in doubt and schism.

O son of Abu-Talib! The Wronged One makes mention of
those on earth in such wise as to remind them and draw them
nigh unto the Dayspring of divine inspiration. The Wronged
One hath come for the salvation of the world, yet the peoples
have risen against Him with such tyranny as hath caused the
horizons to darken. How many a night when sleep fled from
Mine eyes, and how many a day when I lay in chains and fetters.
They that dwell in the kingdom of creation and command have
lamented My tribulations - to this testifieth every fair-minded

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G sty Y 0L AR e 3 Gl

CRIG e K e oo oo I a2y

;;;m,d\imp&jﬂjd&\é;g—

S olal) g ae) i ol Loy e 53
S S5 LT, 2N gal o OF
5 Jlad) sl K, s A
s p b gk Sl gl oY)
;f}\,eﬁ,x)\é\ﬁ)ﬁfﬁa:@du
mewu)ugau\u@(u
d‘-"ﬂﬂw‘wﬂd’
s b ol Vo8 4 Ty J
SR G B A1 e a5 g

‘JQ 4 UM)\

&)d\&fd\byw\sw)y‘dﬂbdﬁ
J.ul\f:m\nufa:u\alubmﬁ}\
3! [ R N P
bt SUL G e \,,g\ Solyal Inds Y
i) Ay e slide JaY U1 58 JLasY)
edl 3B oo 2lo ¥ 6 B ) e
L Gl C\;‘\)\U}\ G A ol e &l Slo
il o op Bl ey B3 T2 S by
02N ol b dlell @ s 61 o2 ) e
5 Al G k) a0 Vs b L
B esgme G C;W)U e sk G (:K”
Ol gl SUET (1 L U

Bt 5% G podl OF 31 Akl

L o2 o o palal) 53 Gl o b 7

ALl 518 U1 G e 1 s o5y
o My e 1B N1 S0y QU 3l
;g&wrﬁ\dﬂbd—’w?d@‘“
AQJWY\}J.«M\JJV}’U"F
et G W oS o s b
op Ml s Lo Jle 7 5 o 8 ST

24



81

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00026

one and every learned one whom knowledge hath not kept back
from Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O Pen! An-
nounce unto the world this most great Revelation. Say: O
people! Fear ye God and be not of them that have denied
God’s proof and testimony when He came with the kingdom
of His signs. This is He of Whom Muhammad, the Apostle of
God, gave you tidings. Fear God, O concourse of factions! This
is He Whom ye have mentioned throughout centuries and ages.
Through Him every doer of deeds drew strength, every distant
one drew nigh, every lowly one was exalted, every speechless
one spoke forth, and every seated one arose. The world hath
been stirred with longing for His presence, yet most of the peo-
ple remain heedless and in dissension. Read ye what ye possess
and what hath been sent down from the heaven of the will of
your Lord, the Lord of the Day of Resurrection, that ye may
discover what hath been concealed from you. Verily, your Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

We make mention of him who was named Husayn, whose name
was present before the Wronged One, and We counsel him with
that wherewith We have counseled most of the servants. I
have come from the Dayspring of grace to reform the world.
Blessed is he who hath testified to that whereunto God hath
testified. Woe unto every denying deceiver. Blessed is he who
hath quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the gracious
hand of his Lord, the All-Merciful. Woe unto every one who
hath turned aside and risen in opposition. I swear by God!
I cannot recount what hath befallen Me at the hands of the
wicked doers.

O My Pen! Lament for My sake and for what hath befallen
Me from the tyrants among My creatures, and say: My God,
my God! I was sleeping, Thou didst awaken Me and raise
Me up and cause Me to speak. Then Thou didst leave Me
beneath the claws of hatred. Thou dost see and hear what
hath befallen Me and what they have said concerning Me. By
Thy might, O my God and O Thou Who art mentioned in my
heart! Were all who dwell on earth and in heaven to unite to
harm Baha, the mention of Thy praise would not cease to flow
from His tongue, nor would He pause for less than a moment
in revealing that which Thou hast commanded Him to reveal
amongst Thy servants.

By Thy grandeur and sovereignty! O Thou through Whose
nearness the lands were stirred and through Whose separation
hearts were melted! I would not exchange the abasement I
have suffered in Thy path for the glory of the world, nor this
weakness for the power of the nations, nor this poverty for the
wealth of all who are on Thy earth. All that hath befallen
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Me in Thy love is the desire of My heart and the beloved of
My soul. To this bear witness the dwellers in the cities of
Thy justice and the sincere ones among Thy servants and Thy
creation. O Lord! Thou knowest that I have desired naught
save the freedom of Thy servants and their deliverance from
the chains of idle fancy and vain imagining. Aid them, O my
God, in that which Thou lovest and art pleased with. Verily,
Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Abu’l-Hasan! How many a servant has been held back by the
world, and how many a servant has rent asunder the veils, turn-
ing with devotion unto God, the Lord of all worlds! Be thou
steadfast in the Cause and eloquent in proclaiming this momen-
tous News. A leaf hath been presented before the Wronged
One, adorned with the names of those who have believed in
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. We have sent down for
each one that which will draw him nigh unto the All-Knowing,
the One acquainted with all things. We counsel you once again
to observe justice and equity and to preserve this Book that
guideth you to the straight path of God. We make mention
of those whose names were not presented in the prison, and
give them the glad-tidings of the bounty of their Lord, the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. The beginning of all things
is the recognition of God, and its end is steadfastness in His
Cause. Thus hath it been ordained by the Powerful, the An-
cient of Days.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Your opposition cannot prevent
the waves of the ocean nor the sun from its radiance. Observe,
then be fair, and be not of the ignorant ones. God shall soon
raise up men who will aid the Wronged One with wisdom and
utterance. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the One acquainted
with all things. And We make mention of My handmaidens
in that land who have believed in God when He came with a
wondrous Cause, who have attained unto His days, who have
hearkened and turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon when
the heroes of the earth were in manifest doubt. He is with
you under all conditions, hearing and seeing, and He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing. Rejoice in that your mention hath
flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur while the Wronged One
was in a mighty prison. We beseech God to assist you, to grant
you success, and to ordain for you that which befitteth the
heaven of His bounty and the ocean of His grace. He, verily, is
the Most Merciful of the merciful. We make mention of Abu’l-
Husayn and counsel him with that which hath been sent down
in the Book of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Take hold
of the Book with the strength that cometh from Him - verily,
He loveth them that act. It is permitted unto thee and unto
those who have believed in that land to read that wherewith
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We have communed with God, the Lord of the Exalted Throne.
He is the Rememberer and the Remembered.

My God, my God! Thy separation hath consumed me, Thy
remoteness hath burned me, Thy distance hath melted me,
Thy remembrance hath kindled me, and Thy call hath stirred
me. By Thy might and Thy beauty! Were anyone to search
the hearts of Thy lovers, they would find them pierced by the
arrows of Thy separation, and their livers burned by the fire of
being kept from Thee. O my Lord! Isense the fragrance of Thy
manifestation, yet know not which spot hath been illumined by
the light of Thy knowledge, adorned with the splendors of Thy
countenance, and honored by Thy presence. I beseech Thee by
Thy beauty that shineth forth from Thy most exalted horizon,
and by the mysteries of Thy knowledge, O Thou Who art the
Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens, to ordain for
Thy servants the privilege of attaining unto Thy presence and
standing before the gate of Thy grandeur.

5 O my Lord! I testify that Thou hast created ears to hearken

unto Thy call in Thy Day, and eyes to behold the lights of the
Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation, the Dayspring of Thy signs,
and the Source of the manifestations of Thy power and favors.
O my Lord! Deprive not the ears of that for which Thou didst
create them, nor the eyes of that for which Thou didst fashion
them. Thou art He Whose mercy hath preceded all created
things and Whose grace hath encompassed all beings.

O my Lord! The sweet fragrances of the garment of Thy Reve-
lation have seized me, and the verses of Thy grandeur have so
attracted me that I have forgotten myself and my own being
and all that hath been created in Thy earth and heaven. Alas,
alas! I know not by what deed I may stand before Thy face
that might diffuse the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure. Nay, by
Thy might! Thy grace hath encompassed me and Thy bounty
hath emboldened me. This servant hath been assured of Thy
grace and bounty, and of the acceptance of whatsoever hath
proceeded from me in Thy days. By Thy might and majesty,
Thy power and Thy beauty! I long to lay my face and my
brow upon every spot of Thy earth, that perchance it might
fall upon soil honored by the footsteps of Thy chosen ones and
Thy messengers.

7 1 beseech Thee, O Creator of the heavens, by the Daysprings

of Thy power and might, to ordain for me that which shall
profit me in every world of Thy worlds. Then grant me that
which is best in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Generous, the Compassionate, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. And I beseech Thee, O Lord of eternity and Source of
bounty, by Thy Most Great Signs and by Thy Most Great,
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Most Glorious Name, to make me one who circleth around
Thy Throne and standeth before the gate of Thy grandeur in
every world of Thy worlds. Then adorn my temple, my heart,
and my breast with the lights of Thy knowledge and with the
ornament of acceptance, through Thy bounty and generosity.

O my Lord! This is a Day wherein the ocean of Thy bounty
hath surged and the horizon of the world hath been illumined
by the light of Thy grace. I beseech Thee not to withhold from
me that which is with Thee, and to ordain for me that which
beseemeth Thy mercy and Thy gifts, and which is worthy of
Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty. Verily, Thou art powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

And may blessings and peace and glory and splendor rest upon
Thy loved ones and Thy chosen ones who have not broken Thy
Covenant and Thy Testament, and who have acted according
to what they were bidden in Thy Manifest Book. These are
servants who have cast aside all association with others, hold-
ing fast to the light of unity, through Thy grace. Verily, Thou
art the Most Exalted, the Most Great.
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To: Nasrullah et al. or Karbalai Dadash Son Of Karbalai Ibrahim Miyanduabi

He is the Dawning-Place above the horizon of the heaven of
utterance!

This is the Day wherein the Book speaketh before the face of
all humanity: “There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Be-
stower!” My Name, upon Him be My glory, hath appeared
at the dawning of the Sun of Manifestation, and mentioned
are the names of those who have sought the Ultimate Goal,
the Supreme Summit, and the Highest Aim. Among them
are those who attained and drank and triumphed, those who
intended and hastened, those who acknowledged a single drop
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from the Most Great Ocean, and those whom the wine of recog-
nition so intoxicated that they soared in the atmosphere of
their Lord’s love, the All-Merciful, and were set ablaze with
the fire of their Lord’s Cause, the Compassionate, the Mighty,
the Gracious. Verily do We make mention of every name men-
tioned before His countenance, for He is the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful.

O Nasru’llah! The Wronged One hath mentioned thee afore-
time with a mention before which all mentions bow down. We
counsel thee and those who have believed to that whereby the
signs of the All-Merciful may be made manifest in all possibil-
ity, and His Cause be exalted amongst His servants. When the
morn of Revelation unfurled its standard and the Speaker of
Sinai came forth, the divines arose in opposition. Among them
were those who pronounced Him an infidel, those who turned
away, those who objected, and those who unjustly pronounced
against Him, whereby the veil of sanctity was rent asunder and
the eyes of the righteous shed tears. Thus did their souls entice
them. We bear witness that they are among the companions
of the Fire.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Cast aside your vain imagin-
ings. Beware lest ye act as they acted aforetime. Fear the
All-Merciful and be not of those who turned away from God,
the Lord of Lords.

O Qasim! Cast aside what the people possess, taking hold of
My Book with such strength that neither armies nor swords
shall deter thee.

Say: O people of the earth! We have shown you the evanes-
cence of all ye possess and caused you to hear mention of de-
parture at all times. Cast aside your surmises and idle fan-
cies; take what ye have been given from God, the Lord of all
mankind. Be thou steadfast in serving My loved ones, speaking
My praise, and holding fast to the cord of My loving-kindness.
Thus doth the Wronged One command thee from the most
exalted station.

We make mention in this station of Muhammad-Qabli-‘Ali,
whose flesh was mingled with the flesh of his Lord, his blood
with His blood, his body with His body, and his bones with
the bones of his Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. My Most
Exalted Pen beareth witness that he hath attained unto that
which none before him attained, and there befell him that of
which no ear hath heard the like. Upon him be My glory and
the glory of My Kingdom and My Dominion, and the peo-
ple of the cities of justice and fairness. Blessed art thou, O
Muhammad, in that thou hast attained unto the choice wine
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of utterance from thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Thus hath the
Sun of proof shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all beings.

O ‘Abdu’l-Karim! The All-Bountiful hath come, yet every pos-
sessor of doubts turned away from Him. The ocean of generos-
ity hath surged before all existence, yet most of the people are
in astonishing delusion. They have cast the Command of God
behind their backs. Verily, they are among the veiled ones in
the sight of God, the Revealer of verses.

Aqa Mirza Muhammad-i-Qazvini

O Muhammad! We have mentioned thee aforetime and at this
moment, and there hath come before the Wronged One what
thou didst send to My Name, the Mihdi. We answer thee again
through this Tablet which hath shone forth from the horizon of
thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the Subduer of the winds. Blessed
is the essence that opposition hath not prevented and the spirit
that bodies have not veiled from this horizon before which,
when it shone forth, the spirits prostrated themselves. And
blessed is he who hath attained unto the mention of his Lord
on this Day wherein the horizons have arisen in hypocrisy.

Aqa Mirza Abu-Talib

O Abu-Talib! Thou art he who hath sought the Most Exalted
Goal and traversed land and sea until thou didst arrive at
the Valley of the Noble One wherein was raised the call of
the Glorious One: “Verily, there is none other God but Me,
the Protector over what is and what hath been.” Thou wert
present and beheld what was hidden from the peoples of the
world and heard what the Primal Point heard. The Mother
Book that is with Him beareth witness to this. Remind the
servants of what thou hast seen and heard, and be so firm in
the Cause that neither the veils of the divines nor the power of
princes shall deter thee. Place thy trust in all matters in God,
the Lord of all men. Convey My greetings to the faces of My
loved ones who have turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and
testified to that which God hath testified at the beginning and
the end.

O Ali Ashraf! Give thanks unto God for having honored thee
with this Cause whereby the hearts of the idolaters were dis-
turbed and the hearts of the righteous were assured. We have
made mention of thee and those who have believed, as a to-
ken of grace from Us. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-
Bountiful.

O Aga Bala! The Lord of creation mentioneth thee from His
Most Great Prison in such wise as will draw thee nigh unto
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God, the One, the Peerless, the Mighty, the Forgiving. We
counsel thee and those who have believed with the wisdom We
have sent down through grace in the Scriptures and Tablets.
Take hold of that which ye are commanded and follow not
those who have violated God’s covenant and testament - they
are assuredly among the wayward. Thus doth the Pen of the
Most Merciful move in the arena of wisdom and utterance that
ye may be drawn to a station wherein naught is seen save
the signs of God, the Manifester of clear evidences. We make
mention of thy brother who is named Qasim and give him glad
tidings of God’s loving-kindness and grace, and counsel him
with that whereby the station of man is exalted in the realm
of possibility.

O Abdul-Khaliq! Behold and then remember when the Creator
came, the creation turned away with such rejection that the
clouds wailed. They turned away and denied until they pro-
nounced judgment against Him without any proof or evidence.
Set aside creation and what it possesseth, clinging to the Truth
that calleth from the highest horizon of the world: “There is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.” Most
people are playing with the clay of their vain imaginings. By
God! They are more contemptible than flies in the sight of
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High. Blessed are the people of
Baha who have mounted, in His Name, the crimson ark that
moveth over land and sea by His Name, the Protector over all
names. Be steadfast in My Cause, speaking My praise, soaring
in My atmosphere, and clinging to My robe which God, the
Lord of all raiment, hath ordained. We have found from thee
the fragrance of My love and have mentioned thee with a call
whereby the realities of remembrance were attracted. Say: By
God! The Hidden One hath appeared and those of Sinai were
thunderstruck save him whom God preserved as a grace from
Him and protected through the hands of power.

O Siyyid! The Lord of the world mentioneth thee from His
Most Great Prison that thou mayest rejoice and be in a state
of gladness and delight. Let not the affairs of creation sadden
thee. Fix thy gaze upon the Most Exalted Horizon and hold
fast to the cord of God, the Sender of rains. Say: O people
of the Bayan! Associate not partners with God and dispute
not about the verses whereby your faith in God, the Lord of
creation, is established. Say: Set aside what ye possess and
take what is with God. He verily guideth you to the straight
path. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
My loving-kindness be upon the people of Baha who have cast
aside all else, turning unto the Dayspring of lights.

Karbila’i Iskandar
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O My Pen! Make mention of him who is named Iskandar and
give him glad tidings of that which hath shone forth from the
horizon of the All-Merciful as the Day-Star of utterance, that
he may rejoice and be of them that are thankful. Thou hast
attained unto the mention of My Most Exalted Pen aforetime
and at this hour. Beware lest anything sadden thee or the
might of them that have denied the Lord of the Day of Judg-
ment cause thee to fear. Take hold of the Book with strength
from thy Lord and say: O people! Fear ye God and be not of
the wrongdoers. Behold what hath shone forth from the hori-
zon of proof, then hearken unto that which hath been raised
from the Lote-Tree of utterance: Verily, there is none other
God besides Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. This is
the Day whereon the Point of the Bayan crieth out, saying: O
people of the realm of possibility! By My life, the world hath
been honored by the lights of the Manifestation, and everyone
possessed of a sense of smell perceiveth the fragrance of His
perspicuous raiment. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves of the
outpourings of your bountiful Lord or be veiled by the veils
of the heedless. Blessed is the soul that hath cast the world
behind it out of longing for the presence of the Ancient of Days.
He is assuredly of the people of Baha in the Book of God, the
Lord of all worlds. We counsel all to manifest supreme stead-
fastness, lest the doubts of the people of the Bayan, who have
exchanged the grace of God for unbelief, cause them to slip.
They are indeed of them that have gone astray, as recorded
in a clear tablet. We beseech God to assist thee and aid thee,
that there may appear from thee that whose fragrance shall
never be cut off. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Mulla Sadiq

O Sadiq! We counsel thee with supreme wisdom even as We
counseled thee when thou wert standing before the door and
didst hear the call of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Say:
Wisdom is the head and master of deeds. Hold fast unto it, as
bidden by an ancient Commander. Remember My days and
what thou didst hear from My tongue and what thou didst
witness from this most exalted horizon. Thus doth the Lord
of Names command thee. Take hold and be of them that act.
Let not anything prevent thee. Remind thyself, then remind
the souls of the servants, that they may discover the fragrance
of utterance and be of them that are assured. The days shall
pass more swiftly than lightning, yet most of the people know
not. Say: Fear ye God and follow not your desires. Follow the
Book of God, for verily it hath been sent down in truth from
His presence, and He is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen.
Say: This is the Day of remembrance, yet ye are silent. Say:
This is the Day of service, yet ye are sleeping, and this is the
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Day of hearkening, yet ye are as dead. Blessed is the soul over
which the breezes of its Lord’s will have passed, and it hath
arisen saying: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds and
desire of them that have recognized Thee, for having awakened
me and guided me unto Thy straight path.”

Mirza Israfil Hakim

2 We make mention of thee and pronounce upon thee Our bless-

ing as a favor from Our presence, and I am verily the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous. O Israfill By the life of God,
We have sounded the Trumpet, whereupon all who are in the
heavens and earth have swooned away, save whom God, thy
Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers, willeth. By it earth-
quakes have seized the tribes of the earth, every learned one
hath been perturbed, every foot hath slipped, every wise one
hath lamented, every prince hath been struck with terror, every
mystic hath been bewildered, and every seeing one who sought
hath attained. How many a learned one hath been kept back
from the Cause, and how many an ignorant one hath hastened
and said: “I believe in Thee, O Thou Desire of the mystics!”
How many a maidservant hath heard and turned and attained,
and how many a hero hath denied and turned away from God,
the Mighty, the Beautiful. O Israfill Remember thy Lord at
all times, and hold fast in all conditions to His firm cord.

Iskandar Qap

O Iskandar! The Lord of Power has come for the life of hu-
manity, yet the people seized Him and imprisoned Him in this
remote place. Behold and remember when the Spirit came, the
divines of the Torah turned away from Him and pronounced
judgment against Him unjustly - every atom cried out at this,
as every fair-minded and knowing one will testify. The Com-
forter has come in truth, yet the people are in manifest er-
ror. You have not yet recognized Him who came to them with
a sovereignty that has conquered all who are in the heavens
and the earth, and with His mighty glory. I am indeed the
heaven whereunto the Son of Mary ascended, as the Tongue of
Grandeur bears witness, though most of the people are heed-
less. Give thanks unto God that He has made mention of thee
while the Seat of the Throne was in a mighty prison.

5 Iskandar Mulla-Ughli
i O Iskandar!

Behold and remember when Muhammad, the
Apostle of God, came - the divines of the Torah and the Gospel
turned away from Him. Among the people were those who de-
nied Him, those who turned away from Him, and those who
rose up to oppress Him, whereat the foundations of patience
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were shaken and the eyes of those near to God shed tears. The
divines pronounced judgment against Him as they had pro-
nounced judgment against the Spirit before Him. The Books
of God, both past and future, bear witness to this, as doth this
wronged and lonely One. When thou hast attained unto My
verses and found the fragrance of My utterance, turn thy face
toward God and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art
the Goal of the Prophets and the Messengers!” I beseech Thee
to make him steadfast in Thy remembrance and in the service
of Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful.

We make mention of thy brother who desired to drink from
the Kawthar of utterance from the hand of the bounty of his
Lord, the Generous. Give him My glad-tidings and greet him,
that he may rejoice and be of those who render thanks.

. Haji Muhammad Mihdi

O Muhammad Mihdi! The Lord of the worlds makes mention
of thee as a bounty from Him, and He is the All-Bountiful,
the Generous. Purify thine ear from what thou hast heard
that thou mayest hearken unto the call of God, the Lord of all
worlds. This is a Day wherein every confident one has been
shaken, every learned one has been terrified, every silent one
has cried out, and the Tongue of Grandeur has testified that
sovereignty belongs to God, the Most High, the Most Great.
Say: O people! Help your Lord, the Most Merciful, and be not
of the heedless ones. Know then that victory has been ordained
in the remembrance and utterance, even as was revealed at
the beginning of this Manifestation, and most of the people
are witnesses thereof. We have forbidden the servants to wage
war and to contend. Among them are those who committed
what We forbade and transgressed the bounds set by God, the
Master of the Day of Judgment, and among them are those
whom God has pardoned as a bounty from Him, for He is
the Forgiving, the Merciful. Say: Cast not the ordinances
of God behind you, and do what ye are commanded by One
All-Knowing, All-Wise. Those who have found the fragrances
of revelation are among the most exalted of servants before
God, the Hearing, the Answering. And he who is prevented is
among the most lost of servants before God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

Muhammad Hanifih

We make mention of thy brother and counsel him with what
befits the days of his Lord, the Master of this wondrous Day.
O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Muhammad, who
has drawn near to the Most Great Sea to drink and to be of the
thankful ones. Say: The Day has come, yet most of the people

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

2o do 151 STl ade 130 5 Al
oo 8 o A ST A
3 UL 5 131 SOy Al gl s 5
Jos A i uﬁ@?{w:b G @ Ol
Gl Al s paie 5 ) spate Lt S
Beds 5 S5 e Loites g 0l K

) Sl ) S5

O 2 ot ol sl el S 5T
QoS s 1 ot e e slhe e
Gl e 0S5 5 A des

S 3

5 oke oo Sk QW1 Lo S5 s 2L

poed s Lo (S531 gh 501 UL
sl b gy s ol Oy AN s
Cabo 8 o s dle 8 g5 5 0luabl 3
b g6 ol (W1 S il Ol 2
W o V55N e K 1 il 5
SIS og\,fmg,:\;.@ﬁmwgpfmg
oo @25 sl skl s dol 8 5
Asldl 5 2 L1 e bl L B i
&\:)J,)j\i)w&.;rbvﬁ)\ww
ﬁww&\‘}oaﬁa,@:ﬁ\u&b
Gor e N 5 ol ek e
Jol e Sl ) Sl Vydemy Gl O
‘-f‘é\@sj\,%\ CCA\ Al e sWal

) el B o sl s

.', '\;:

s oY G s aes s ST ST

ek o 53 5L ) ) s S
058 5 o eV ol I o sl

34

\V)
~



32

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00138

are at ease. The Light has appeared, yet most of the people
have turned away. Say: Take hold of the Book of God with
the power granted by Him and cast aside that which keeps you
from it. This is God’s command unto you, if ye be of those who
know. If your eye causes you to stumble in this, pluck it out
for love of your Lord’s Cause, the All-Merciful, the Generous.
Blessed is he who has attained unto My days, recognized My
path, hastened with his heart to My horizon, and arisen to
serve My mighty Cause. We have made mention of thee that
the remembrance might attract thee to a station wherein thou
wilt recognize My clear and straight path.

Aqa Mir ‘Allam

O Mir! The Prisoner remembereth thee from the prison-ward
with that which draweth thee nigh unto God, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting. In the earliest days We stood before the
faces of all the world, with the banners of verses on Our right
and the standards of clear proofs on Our left, and We called
all unto God, the Sovereign of what was and what shall be.
The factions rose against Us with swords of tyranny - among
them were those who claimed authority over God, and those
who turned away and denied what was sent down from God,
the King of Kings. Say: This is a light whereby the world
is illumined, and a fire whereby are consumed the hearts of
every ignorant outcast. Say: O people, judge fairly concerning
that which hath appeared in truth, and follow not every veiled
scholar. Thus surgeth the ocean of utterance before the face
of the All-Merciful, yet most of the people understand not.

Aqga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali

O ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali! The remembrance of God from the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing, before the face of the Lord of
all mankind, hath verily been upraised. Blessed is he who hath
heard the Call; he is indeed among the righteous recorded by
the Pen of Revelation in the Book of the Exalted Ones. Say:
O people of the Bayan, come ye, come ye, that He may show
you God’s most sublime horizon and cause you to hear His
sweetest call, at whose raising the Prophets and Messengers
stood forth, crying “Yea, verily, O Lord of Names and Cre-
ator of the heavens!” Blessed is the eye that hath beheld the
horizon of Revelation, the ear that hath heard the Call of Him
Who conversed on Sinai, and the heart that hath turned to
the Station illumined by the lights of His Countenance. Say:
Do ye deny the ocean and its waves, the sun and its radiance?
Fear ye the All-Merciful and be not of them who denied God’s
grace and favors, and follow not every denier who is far from
truth. Judge fairly, O people of the Bayan, concerning your

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o oS Y RV JURH /e
5ok o bgn Al OF ds 5 Cpi Al
ot A e Bl 1 Vs e Sk b Ipn
Dol plls oo S5 3 SUZ 01 05,00
Gblob ol b 25 sl 5 Y
do by Bldlada gy b oy
SH Spdond SUSS U il 50 e

Sl ) L S e )

oS e BT

S ool ot o eV STSTy o b
LE LY O3 3 U1 psdl el 1
B C)\f}” Qli‘) &L P éu\ Y= rLo\
A B bes 5 Sl pdlel sl e
Sl e o8 8 05 Ly 08 L Sl
de o) 41 JB e e Sl L
@l oo J5 b S PA o e s A
At Tzl 4 5 Vs 5 ST SOl
55 55 Jale 6 51 Cosml 4 b
F o Yy Gl b L ial e L
dry plel QLI 2 s SIS Gz pe
Oseais N @28 053 o)

ol 1 e 61

oy e, LK 5 oyl e
o O 8 odall O 3L e ) ST
o O Sle b B s L 51 8
A1 41 Rt 11 31 S e
B gk ) 5 0l p8 ) 131 sl
o b Ll b, T Sl L
3 05R e sli e pad 5 il 31
05 e w1150 08 plin ) 130
155 el 5 el 5 ol 055 o
J2 LS Gl e 155 Y 5 e ) 1
IR G oL S b Ll sy
)5 B2 Gl 2 el (:,L Ll

35

32

33

34

35



3

11

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00138

Lord’s Cause. Have ye not witnessed the waves of My ocean
of utterance and the effulgent lights of the sun of My wisdom’s
heaven? Fear God and refute not the truth with what ye pos-
sess. Soon shall ye return to your stations and be questioned
about your deeds in this world. Then shall ye find yourselves
in manifest loss.

Karbala’i Aqa Kishi

We make mention of thy brother and beseech God to
strengthen him that he may find for himself a path unto God.
O thou who hast turned to the Countenance! Hear the call of
the Wronged One from the prison-ward; verily He summoneth
thee to a station that hath been raised up in God’s name.
This is a Day wherein the Book calleth out with its most
exalted voice and summoneth all to a horizon radiant with
the lights of His Countenance.

O people! Cast aside that which keepeth you from the Lord of
Destiny, Who hath come from the Source of Command with
the banners of verses and with a sovereignty that encompasseth
all the worlds. Thus moveth the Most Exalted Pen when it was
between the fingers of thy Lord, that thou mayest give thanks
and remain firm and steadfast in the Cause.

Karbala’i Aga Dadish

O thou who art turned towards the Truth! Praise God for this
Most Great Remembrance which hath guided mankind to a
path raised up by God’s command. We counsel thee and those
who have believed in that which hath been sent down in a Book
inscribed by the Pen of Revelation in truth. Say: O peoples
of the earth! Weigh what We have against what ye possess.
Be fair and follow not every ignorant one who is deprived of
justice. Thus have the rains of knowledge and wisdom poured
down from this heaven which hath been raised up in truth, and
God is witness to what I say.

The friends of God

Verily We make mention of the friends of God in that place,
whose names have not been mentioned outwardly, and We
counsel them with that which We have counseled before, for
verily I am the Compassionate, the Bountiful. Take ye the
Book of God as a command from Him, then recite His verses
with the melodies of them that are attracted. Blessed is the
servant who hath turned unto Him and attained, and woe unto
them that turn aside! We counsel you to be steadfast lest your
feet slip through the hints of the learned and the doubts of the
babblers. These have denied God and rejected that which He
hath sent down from His glorious and wondrous Kingdom.
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Handmaidens of God: We make mention of My handmaidens
there and give them glad tidings of My mercy which hath pre-
ceded all and My grace which hath encompassed all existence.
We beseech God to assist them in that which He loveth and
approveth, and to ordain for them that which shall gladden
the eyes of the devoted ones who have attained in the early
days to the recognition of God, the Lord of the worlds.

Friends of God: We make mention at this time of the friends
of God in Kukachay and remind them of the verses of God,
the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained unto the mention of My Most Exalted Pen and
hath testified to that whereunto God Himself hath testified:
that there is none other God but Me, the Subduer of what was
and what shall be.

5 Ismail Bey

O Ismaill The Ancient Beauty hath turned toward thee from
His Most Great Prison and revealed for thee that which hath
perfumed the world of being with the fragrance of the All-
Merciful, that thou mayest rejoice and be of them that fear not,
neither are they grieved. Thy name was presented before Us
and We have remembered thee in this blessed and irrevocable
Tablet. We have adorned thee with the ornament of remem-
brance, and likewise My loved ones there who have not broken
God’s Covenant and His Testament, but have held fast unto the
cord of their Lord’s loving providence, the Mighty, the Loving.
Joy be unto you and blessed are ye for having attained unto
the remembrance of God and the traces of His Most Exalted
Pen, when the seat of the Throne was this glorious and forbid-
den station. Thus have the breezes of revelation been wafted
abroad when the Tongue of Grandeur did proclaim: There is
none other God but Me, the Mighty, the Beloved.

7 Tiflis Friends of God

O loved ones of the All-Merciful in Tiflis! Hearken unto that
which hath been raised from the right hand of the luminous
spot on the crimson earth from the Divine Lote-Tree, at whose
rustling all things proclaimed: The Desire of the world and
the Most Great Name is come, through Whom the gates of
meaning and utterance have been opened in the world of being.
Exalted be God, the Creator of what was and what shall be! By
God’s life! There is not a single verse but My Most Exalted Pen
hath revealed it, as attesteth His preserved Tablet. Blessed be
your faces for having turned, your hearts for having accepted,
your eyes for having beheld, and your ears for having heard
the Call of God, the Lord of the seen and the unseen. Thus
have We adorned the Kingdom of proof with My remembrance
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and the Heaven of exposition with that which My tongue hath
uttered in this exalted station.

Aqa Baba

O Aqa Baba! The Lord of the world maketh mention of thee
and giveth thee glad tidings of His turning toward thee from
this station wherein the Ancient Beauty hath been imprisoned
through that which the hands of the deniers of the Witness and
the Witnessed have wrought. Be thou at all times observant
of My most exalted horizon, attentive to My sweetest call, and
take hold of My Book, at whose revelation all the books of the
world have bowed down, as attesteth His inscribed Tablet.

Aqa Sattar

O Concealer! The Concealer makes mention of thee from this
station which hath been named by the Most Beautiful Names,
and He calleth and sayeth: This is the day wherein the Mount
was honored by the presence of its Interlocutor, and the Tree by
its Manifestation, and the Books by their Revealer, yet most
of the people understand not. By God! Every matter hath
been revealed and every mystery hath emerged, and rivers of

life have flowed from the rocks, yet the people perceive not.

They hear the verses of God and deny them, and they behold
His signs and then object to them. Say: Fear God, O people,
and follow not every rejected ignorant one. Thus have We sent
down the verses as a grace from Our presence that ye may give
thanks unto your Lord, the Sovereign of the Kingdom.

Aqa Mirza ‘Ali

O ‘Ali! Behold and then remember when We sent forth
the Spirit with clear signs; the Jews and their divines rose
against Him and unjustly condemned Him, whereat every

stone lamented and every clod cried out and eyes shed tears.

Behold and then remember the concourse of the Furqan who
wept in the mosques and upon the pulpits over its letters,
yvet when their Lord came they slew Him unjustly - an act
which erased all mention of joy and gladness from the Book
of Lovers. They condemned Him Whom they had mentioned
throughout ages and centuries. Thus did their souls prompt
them, and today they rejoice not. They surrounded the Bird
of the Most Exalted Paradise with the talons of hatred and
wrought that which caused the eyes to cease their flow and
the sun to withhold its radiance and the clouds their manifest
outpouring. By the life of God! The people of the Bayan
who turned away from the All-Merciful are more lost than
any faction, more remote than any remote one, and more
reprobate than any reprobate. They arose in opposition in

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

el g Gld 4 ghi k& 0L @
gp A
L 6

AL SR JW) Ay ST UL BT L
L padl Jlar 45 s ol Pl Vs e S
sl g dalall 1y S Gl gl cuiST)
PO - U SN B A e
0y o) el GB 13T, - Gis el
odkie o Sy dy QU (8 A Caias

s

)G«N BT 5

S sl Pl Vs e L) S B L o

ey s Jsa 5 (5ol 5 gud] :Lr'%ﬂb
N YRS SR PPN AT
45 B 5 Ok Y o) 03 5 Ui
BV ey ;KW;,,,/\ ¥
Ogmand Uy 2y Y = ol "’SJJ Ol
d};’jﬁl'ﬁlp}ié‘)tﬂ—d}ﬁ} \73};'1) 41!\ C)l;\'
33,0 Jole B Vi Y5 05 L I3
e bz e Sk U Uy SO

< S S ﬁ,

Je 1y e BT
Sl ST ) bl 315312 s Je
b s e 1315 o fle 5 syl e 8
Ol 2035 5 5 o s & K 4
sy Jo b ool 063 e S31 4 L
= IR N B Y SRR N
gy A 5 SLaal o s
a5 0p Al 5 eps3 sl e 153l
O N sl o8 5 el b g SUE
Tandl e UV s A1 b bl
el 5 0L A o Ol 4 e Lo 1A
o oyl aad e Oleddl y B2V e
Sl o e i 21 il L S
bl 8 or il s 0 (K e
b ols Jo p2eVl o 1l fb K e

38

54



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I BH00138
such wise as caused the denizens of the heavenly dominion to

lament.

Karbala’i Akbar (ST ENS) 5o

i O Akbar! He Who holdeth dominion over destiny maketh men-

tion of thee at a time when sorrows have encompassed Him
from those who disbelieved in the All-Merciful and denied this
bounty which hath shone forth from the horizon of the world
and this light which hath gleamed amongst the nations. Verily
thy Lord is the Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Nothing es-
capeth His knowledge. From His Most Exalted Pen have been
sent down the secrets of what hath been and what shall be.
Neither the clamor of the world nor the veils of the nations
can hinder Him. He hath come with the greatest of signs and
revealed what He willeth with power and sovereignty. Say: O
people of the Bayan! Fear God and refute not the truth with
what ye possess, and be not of them who denied God’s proof
and His testimony when He came unto the final goal. If ye deny
this Revelation, by what proof can ye establish that which ye
possess? Bring it forth and be not of the people of error. Fear
God, O people of the Bayan, and oppose not Him through
Whose command every Prophet hath spoken and every Mes-
senger hath uttered speech. Thus doth the Most Exalted Pen
counsel you from its most exalted station.

7 Aga ‘Abdu’r-Ra’uf
s O ‘Abdu’r-Ra’uf! The Kind One calleth thee, He Who hath

been imprisoned in the path of God, the Lord of lords. He it
is Who arose in the earliest days before the faces of all people
and summoned all unto God, the Lord of all men. Were it not
for Him, the decree of the Book would not have been revealed
and the Sun of Revelation would not have shone forth from
the horizon of the heaven of proof. Verily, He hath come with
the truth and mentioned that which He was commanded in
the Tablet. Whoso believeth, it shall be to his benefit, and
whoso turneth away, it shall be to his detriment. Verily He
is sanctified and exalted above mention and utterance. Thus
hath the ocean of My knowledge surged and the sun of My
proof shone forth and the rains have poured down from the
heaven of My grace.

Karbala’i Yusuf

O Yusuf! We made mention of thee before and make mention
of thee at this time as a grace from My presence, and I am the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Say: My God, my God! I perceive
the fragrance of Thy raiment and love Thy mention and praise
and nearness to the seat of Thy throne, whereon is established
the temple of Thy grandeur. Ordain for me through Thy grace,
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O my God, that which centuries and ages cannot alter, that it
may endure as long as Thy names endure and serve as a sign
of Thee amongst Thy servants and creation. O Lord! Thou
seest me turning toward Thee and speaking Thy praise. I
beseech Thee not to withhold from me the waves of the ocean
of Thy bounty and the effulgences of the sun of Thy generosity.
Thou art He Whom the affairs of the world cannot hinder, nor
can the clamor of nations prevent. He doeth what He willeth
through His power. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

O ‘Ali-Akbar! Hear what the Sun speaketh, to which the Book
hath borne witness: Verily there is none other God but Him,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Thou hast indeed attained unto
the waves of the ocean of My remembrance aforetime and the
effulgences of the Luminary of My utterance, as witnessed by
the Mother Book. Behold the creation and the weakness that
hath encompassed them. They have cast behind their backs
Him through Whose name every truth hath been manifested,
turning instead to the source of vain imaginings. By God!
The very atoms should weep for this Light that hath been
prevented from shining forth by reason of what the hands of
the wicked have wrought. They drink corruption while flee-
ing from the Living Waters that lie before their faces. Thus
hath Satan made their deeds seem fair unto them, and they
remain in doubt and schism. Neither their deeds nor their re-
membrance nor their turning profit them, as witnessed by all
things and those who circle round the Throne at morn and
eventide. Grieve not at anything, but trust in the One, the
All-Informed, throughout all days.

O My Name! There have come before the Wronged One the
names of those mentioned by the Truthful One. We make
mention of them as a grace from Us, for verily We are the
Mighty, the Glorious, the Bountiful. Blessed is he and those
whom he hath mentioned, and whoso hath held fast to the
cords of God, the Lord of all mankind.

O Kazim! Rejoice in My mention of thee. By God! Nothing
in all creation can compare with it, as thy Lord doth testify,
seated upon the throne of wisdom and utterance. Be steadfast
in the Cause and speak in praise of thy Lord, detached from
those who have denied the Beginning and the Return. Blessed
is the servant who hath attained unto the choice wine of My
utterance and the sweet waters of My mercy and My grace
that have encompassed all regions. When the Standard of
Revelation was raised to its loftiest station, the people denied it
- some rejected it, some turned away, some objected, and some
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approached with sword and spear. Were We to recount what
befell Us, all created things would lament and spirits would
be severed from bodies. Thus have We arranged the verses in
clear evidence and sent down from the heaven of knowledge
that which hath attracted the hearts of the righteous.

O Muhammad! Hear the call of the Single One from the prison
quarter. He mentioneth thee purely for the sake of God, the
Revealer of verses. By God’s life! Were anyone to hearken to
My sweetest call, the attraction of the verses would seize him
in such wise that he would leave all created things, turning
toward God, the Manifestation of clear evidences. Say: O
people! Fear God and commit not what the people of the
Furgan committed, nor what the Jewish divines and idolaters
committed before them.

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Muham-
mad, that he may give thanks unto his Lord, the Mighty, the
Glorious, the All-Seeing. Praise God that thy mention hath
flowed from the ocean of grace and thou hast been mentioned
by the Dayspring of Certitude. Hold fast to the cord of thy
Lord’s loving kindness and say:

O my God, my God! T have turned to Thee with my whole
being. I beseech Thee by the Ark which at times soareth in the
air with the wings of detachment, and at other times moveth
across the land by Thy power which holdeth sway over all hu-
manity, and traverseth the sea by Thy Name which exerciseth
dominion over all who are in the heavens and on earth, to
make me steadfast in Thy Cause whereby hearts have been
sorely troubled and feet have stumbled. O my Lord! Deprive
not Thy servants of the sweet savours of Thy days, nor keep
them back from the pavilions of Thy grace which have been
raised above the most exalted standards. The glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon you, O
My loved ones, and upon My handmaidens who have believed
in God, the Lord of creation. Praise be to God, the Lord of all
beings.

BRL__ATBH#84x, ADMS#069x
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All praise be to God Who caused the dove of utterance to
warble upon the twigs of the tree of exposition with diverse
melodies that there is none other God but Him. He hath
brought the worlds into being and created all possibility
through His Primal Will, whereby He hath created all that
was and all that shall be. And praise be to God Who hath
adorned the heaven of reality with the sun of meaning and
knowledge, whereon hath been inscribed by the Most Exalted
Pen: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Omnipotent,
the Overshadowing, the Self-Subsisting” - Who hath mani-
fested the Most Great Ocean gathered from the water flowing
from the Source of the letter Ha’, which leadeth to the Most
Ancient Name, wherefrom the Primal Point was differentiated
and the all-embracing Word appeared and Truth and Law
came forth, and whereby the believers have soared into the
atmosphere of revelation and presence, and the sincere ones
unto the manifestation of their Lord, the Mighty, the Loving.

And blessings and peace be upon the Dayspring of the Most
Beautiful Names and the Most Exalted Attributes, in every
letter of Whose name are treasured all names, and through
Whom existence, both seen and unseen, hath been adorned -
Who was named Muhammad in the Kingdom of Names and
Ahmad in the Realm of Eternity - and upon His family and
companions from this Day until the Day whereon the Tongue
of Grandeur shall proclaim: “The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, the One, the All-Compelling!”

Thy letter hath come before Us and We have taken note of
thine allusions therein. We beseech God to aid thee in that
which He loveth and is pleased with, and to draw thee nigh
unto the shore of the sea which surgeth in the name of thy
Most Exalted Lord, wherein every drop proclaimeth that there
is none other God but Him, and that He is verily the Creator
of names and the Originator of the heavens.

i ys OB e 0L By gl ) b ad) 2
gl VLAY 4l e OUV 0524 0L
b ) Y1 wag O gl 5 01!
ol A a0 L, O L gl
055 @ OB Ay Gl ety 222 ol
sl o) B ST VT L e e
U e pocsl a1 ) elsl (sl 0
e Y1 ) Bl ST e e ol
WS @ el i;\:);i)(\ bl el ae sl
b ey da 2y Waad) Oy dneld]
Ol 5 ik 5 223U cTon L) Opien b
33330 sl oy fate J

o) ST e ke oSl 5 adall 5 3
wl o B K G el U ol
s e ) a s eV o
»1,;@@\@&&%&;:@\
el Mo e 422 5 dll oy oWl Oy 3
do 1 S il LY sl 43y
B

b o Ll 5 S Ly oy > 6
oz b de Sy ol il JL Sl
ek sl ol 4 S s 2
va\uspfdm,&%/\_ﬁ)pr
Tecdl b, T U 4l VI A

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 42



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00271

O thou who asketh! When thou intendest to reach the sacred
precincts and the Sinai of nearness, purify thy heart from all
else but Him, then put off the sandals of idle fancies and vain
imaginings that thou mayest behold with the eye of thy heart
the revelations of God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust.
For this is the Day of revelation and witnessing - separation
hath passed and union hath come, and this is through the
grace of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved. Leave question and
answer to the people of dust. Soar on the wings of detachment
unto the atmosphere of the nearness of thy Lord’s mercy, the
Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

Say: O people! The Primal Point hath been differentiated, the
all-embracing Word hath been completed, and the sovereignty
of God, the Overshadowing, the Self-Subsisting, hath been
made manifest. Say: O people! Ye occupy yourselves with the
rivulet while the sweet sea surgeth before your faces - what
aileth you that ye comprehend not? Do ye speak of the knowl-
edge ye possess after He hath appeared Who stood at the Point
of Knowledge, from which all things have appeared and unto
which they have returned and reverted, and from which have
appeared the decrees of God and the knowledge which had
ever remained treasured within the protection of your Lord,
the Most High, the Most Great? Leave allusions to their peo-
ple and seek the station wherein ye shall find the fragrances of
knowledge from its atmosphere.

Thus doth counsel you this servant, whose every limb and vein
beareth witness that there is none other God but Him. He hath
ever been in the heights of grandeur and glory and the summit
of loftiness and majesty. And those whom He hath sent with
truth and guidance - these are the Daysprings of His revela-
tion among His creation, the Dawning-Places of His command
among His servants, and the Recipients of His inspiration in
His creation. Through them have the mysteries appeared, the
laws been ordained, and the Cause of God, the Omnipotent,
the Mighty, the Unconstrained, been made manifest. There is
none other God but Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O questioner! Know that people take pride in knowledge and
praise it, yet this servant complains of it. Were it not for knowl-
edge, the Beauty would not have been imprisoned in the Most
Great Prison of Akka, nor would He have drunk the cup of
tribulation at the hands of His enemies. Rhetoric has distanced
me, the science of meanings has brought me low, mention of
union has disjointed my limbs, brevity has become the cause
of prolixity in my hardship and tribulation, morphology has
turned me from rest, syntax has erased joy and delight from
my heart, and my knowledge of God’s mysteries has become
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chains around my neck. Despite this, how can I mention what
you asked about the verses sent down from the heaven of might
and grandeur, verses whose meaning has bewildered the minds
of the wise and to whose heights the birds of understanding
have failed to soar? The wings of this bird have been clipped
by the shears of envy and hatred. If this bird, whose primary
and secondary feathers have been cut, could find wings to fly
in the atmosphere of meanings and utterance, it would warble
upon the branches of the tree of knowledge and exposition such
melodies as would cause the hearts of the sincere to soar to the
heaven of longing and attraction, where they would behold the
effulgences of their Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.

But now I am prevented from revealing what is treasured, from
expanding what is condensed, and from disclosing what is hid-
den. Rather, we must conceal rather than reveal. Were I
to speak of what God has taught me through His grace and
bounty, people would disperse from around me and flee, save
those who have drunk from the Kawthar of life from the cups
of the words of their Lord, the All-Merciful. For every word
sent down from the heaven of revelation to the Prophets and
Messengers is filled with the pure water of meanings, utterance,
wisdom, and exposition. Blessed are they who drink thereof.

However, since We have perceived from you the fragrance of
love, We shall mention briefly what you have asked, that you
may detach yourself from the people of metaphor who have
turned away from the truth and its mystery, clinging instead
to their own suppositions and idle fancies, even after it was
revealed aforetime that “conjecture profiteth nothing against
truth” and in another place, “truly some suspicion is a sin.”

Then know that the sun mentioned in the blessed Surah has
diverse applications. In its primary rank, in the station of di-
vine unity and the ancient, heavenly sanctuary, it is a mystery
of God’s mysteries, a protection from God’s protections, trea-
sured in God’s treasuries, concealed in God’s knowledge, sealed
with God’s seal. None has comprehended it save the One, the
Single, the All-Informed, for in that station it is the Primal
Will itself and the dawning of Divine Unity, shining forth by
itself upon the horizons, illuminating whoever turns toward it.
Just as when the sun rises, its radiance encompasses the world,
except for lands that are veiled by some obstacle. Observe how
lands without roofs and walls are illumined by it, while those
with walls are prevented from its radiance. Similarly, behold
how the Sun of Truth shines forth with the lights of meanings
and utterance upon all creation. Whoever turns toward it is
illumined by its lights, and their heart is brightened by its radi-
ance and effulgence. But whoever turns away finds no portion
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thereof, for between them and it stands the veil of self and de-
sire. Thus they remain far from the manifestation of the Sun
of Truth that has dawned from the horizon of the heaven of
names.

Then in another sense it [the word “sun”] is applied to the
Prophets of God and His chosen ones, for they are the suns
of His names and attributes amidst His creation. Were it not
for them, no one would be illumined by the lights of divine
knowledge. As thou observest, each of the peoples of the earth
hath been illumined by one of these radiant Suns, and he that
denieth hath been deprived thereof. For instance, the followers
of Christ were illumined by the Sun of His knowledge until the
Orb of the horizons dawned from the horizon of Hijaz. Those
among the Christians and other peoples who denied Him were
deprived of that Sun and its rays. Their very denial became as
a wall between them and the Light that shone from the horizon
of the Cause of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Help in Peril.

And in another sense it is applied to the friends of God and
His loved ones, for they are the suns of divine guardianship
among all creatures. Were it not for them, darkness would
envelop the whole earth, save whom thy Lord willeth. And it
hath diverse other applications. If ten scribes were to appear
before Us and We were to dictate unto them for a year or two,
they would witness their own impotence. And were it not for
the denial of certain ignorant ones, We would extend the time
further and the Pen of God, the All-Praised, would transcend
all limitations.

Know thou that just as thou art convinced that there is no end
to His words, be likewise convinced that their meanings also
have no end - but this is known only to their Interpreter and
the treasurers of their mysteries. Those who look into books
and use them to oppose the Manifestation of divine authority
are dead, not living, even though they walk and talk and eat
and drink.

5 Alas! Alas! Were that which hath been treasured within the

heart of Baha, of that which His Lord, the Lord of all names,
hath taught Him, to be revealed, those whom thou seest on
earth would fall senseless. How many meanings are there that
words cannot contain! How many of them have no expression
and have been given neither statement nor allusion! And how
many of them cannot be uttered because their time hath not
come, as it hath been said: “Not all that is known can be
disclosed, nor is the time ripe for all that can be disclosed,
nor are the people capable of hearing all for which the time
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is ripe.” And there are those whose mention dependeth upon
knowledge of the Dawning-Places wherein We have expounded
the sciences and revealed what was hidden. We beseech God
to enable thee and assist thee to know the Source of knowl-
edge, that thou mayest become independent of those who claim
knowledge without clear proof or illuminating Book. Hold fast
to the Source of knowledge and its Mine, that thou mayest find
thyself independent of all who claim knowledge without clear
evidence or an illuminating Book.

And in another sense it is applied to the Most Beautiful Names,
whereby each Name of God, exalted be He, becometh a sun
shining upon the horizons. For instance, observe the Name
of God “the All-Knowing” - it is a sun that hath risen from
the horizon of the will of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, and its
lights, effects and splendors shine upon the temples of knowl-
edge. Know thou that any true knowledge thou findest with
the learned ones who follow not their own desires, who acknowl-
edge the Cornerstone of divine decree and hold fast to the firm
Handle - know that it is truth and its knowledge is a ray from
the rays of this Sun.

We have interpreted the Names and explained their myster-
ies, splendors, lights, outer and inner meanings, the secrets
of their letters, and the wisdom of their composition in the
Book We wrote for one of Our loved ones who asked about the
Names and what they contain. Know thou that the Word of
God, blessed and exalted be He, in its primary reality and first
station, comprehendeth meanings that most people are veiled
from perceiving. We testify that His words are perfect, and in
each word of His are concealed meanings that none hath under-
stood save His own Self and those endowed with the knowledge
of the Book. There is no God but He, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Bestower.

Know then that the interpreters who have interpreted the
Qur’an were of two kinds: those who neglected the outward
meaning and interpreted it according to the inner meaning,
and those who interpreted it according to the outward mean-
ing and neglected the inner meaning. Were We to mention
their statements and explanations, such weariness would over-
take thee as would prevent thee from reading what We have
written for thee. We have therefore omitted their mention in
this place. Blessed are they who have taken both the out-
ward and the inner meanings - these are servants who have
believed in the all-embracing Word. Know that whoso taketh
the outward meaning and abandoneth the inner is ignorant,
and whoso taketh the inner meaning and abandoneth the out-
ward is heedless, and whoso taketh the inner meaning while
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maintaining the outward meaning is a perfect sage. This is
a word that hath shone forth from the horizon of knowledge -
recognize its worth and value its price highly. We make men-
tion of Our purpose through allusions in Our signs and words.
Blessed is he who apprehendeth it, for he is of those who have
attained.

Say: O people! By God, the Dove hath warbled on the
branches, the Cock of the Throne hath crowed with wisdom
and utterance, and the wings of the Peacock have spread
in the Garden of Paradise. How long will ye slumber on
the couch of heedlessness and error? Arise from the beds of
passion and turn unto the dawning-place of the mercy of your
Lord, the Lord of eternity and the Revealer of names. Beware
lest ye object to him who calleth you unto God and His ways.
Fear God and be not of the heedless ones.

Then know that the Blessed and Exalted One hath sworn to
His Prophet by the sun of Divinity, the sun of Providence,
the sun of the Divine Will, the sun of Purpose, the sun of
Names, and by the lights of these suns and their effulgences,
their manifestations, their appearances, and their influences,
and by the visible sun that shineth from the horizon of this
exalted heaven.

“And by the moon when it followeth it” - and the moon is
the station of Providence which followed the sun of Prophet-
hood, that is, appeared after it to establish the Prophet’s Cause
amongst the servants. Were We to mention the stations of the
moon, thou wouldst find the book to be of great volume.

“And by the day when it revealeth it” - the intended meaning
of the day in its primary reality is every day wherein appeared a
Prophet from among God’s Prophets and His Messengers to es-
tablish His remembrance amongst His servants and to execute
His laws among His creatures, wherein the Manifestation of
the Cause revealed Himself to the manifestations of all things,
and on that day the lights of the sun appear and it revealeth
them in this sense, that is, in it and through it the sun of
Prophethood illumined and shone forth.

“And by the night when it enshroudeth it” - the intended mean-
ing of night is the veil of Oneness behind which was concealed
the Primal Point, which, after Its descent from Its station, be-
came established in the seat of Unity, the station of Primary
Unity, from which came the flexible alif, and beneath the veil
of Primary Unity It appeared with the moving alif, which is the
upright alif, and the enshrouding is the veil, and that which is
enshrouded is the Primal Point, which was the reality of the
sun of Prophethood.
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“And by the heaven and That which built it” - heaven hath
diverse applications among the people of truth: the heaven
of meanings, the heaven of mystical knowledge, the heaven
of religions, the heaven of knowledge, the heaven of wisdom,
the heaven of grandeur, the heaven of loftiness, the heaven of
glory - and That which built it means He Who created these
mentioned heavens and what thou seest outwardly.

5 “By the earth and its expanse” - The meaning of “earth” is the

earth of hearts, which is vaster than earth and heaven, for the
heart is the Most Great Throne for the establishment of thy
Lord’s revelation, Creator of nations and Fashioner of bones.
Verily it is the earth wherein God hath deposited the seeds of
His knowledge and love, that from it may spring forth the ears
of knowledge and certitude. Say: O people! Today is the day of
sowing. Sow ye in your hearts, with the hands of certitude, that
which ye have been given by your Lord, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. For “earth” there are countless meanings, and We
have chosen but one of them. “And its expanse” means: and
by Him Who spread it forth by His power and the sovereignty
of His command.

The soul hath many
ranks and diverse stations. Among them are the heavenly soul,
the celestial soul, the divine soul, the godly soul, the holy soul,
the assured soul, the content soul, the well-pleased soul, the
inspired soul, the reproving soul, and the commanding soul.
What is meant in that which was revealed is the soul which
God made comprehensive of all deeds, whether of acceptance
or rejection, of error or guidance, of faith or unbelief. “And
Him Who perfected it” means: and by Him Who created it
and established it.

“And inspired it with its wickedness and its righteousness”
means He taught it and informed it of its wickedness - that
is, the deeds which profit it not and distance it from its Lord
and Creator - and its righteousness - that is, He inspired it
with that which sanctifieth it from what is forbidden. In other
words, He created it and made known to it the path of guid-
ance and error, truth and falsehood, light and darkness. Then
He commanded it to abandon what was forbidden and to turn
toward what was commanded.

“Successful indeed is he who purifieth it” - this is the answer
to the oath, meaning that he hath prospered who purifieth
it, who cleanseth it from imperfections and desires and from
all that is forbidden in the Book. Consider those who have
purified their souls in these days. By My life! They are the
prosperous ones. They are men whom neither the world nor all
that is therein hath prevented from turning toward the Straight
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Path. They are the exemplars of this blessed verse, who have
made righteousness their garment and have clung to the hem
of their Lord’s grace in these days wherein feet have slipped.
We bear witness to that which God hath witnessed, and We
acknowledge that which hath been sent down from Him. Verily
He is the Truth, and after truth there is naught save error.

“And failed indeed is he who corrupteth it” means he hath lost
who hath corrupted it, who hath neglected it and hath not
purified it, who hath not restrained it from what was forbidden
and hath not commanded it to what was enjoined.

“Thamud denied through their transgression” - Thamud, as
mentioned in the Books, were a people to whom God sent
Salih, peace be upon him. They denied him after he com-
manded them to good and forbade them evil. They followed
not God’s command and obeyed not that which they were com-
manded, and abandoned God’s command and His ways until
they hamstrung the she-camel.

“So their Lord destroyed them for their sin” means God was
wroth with them and made them a lesson to the worlds. But
in truth, whoever turneth away from the Truth is of Thamud,
from whatever lineage he may be. Soon shall punishment en-
compass them even as it encompassed the factions of old. Ver-
ily thy Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful. And praise be to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

We have not mentioned what the commentators have said in
their interpretation of the blessed Surah, for their books of
interpretation are readily available among the people. Whoso-
ever wishes to examine their commentaries and explanations
may consult their books. They have interpreted the sun as the
visible sun, and likewise with the moon, and to the end of the
Surah they have followed the path of the literal meaning and
have contented themselves with what they possess. However,
We have interpreted it in ways not mentioned in the books.
We beseech God to make each letter of what hath been men-
tioned a chalice of meanings and knowledge, and to give thee
to drink therefrom that which shall sever thee from all that His
good-pleasure abhorreth and shall draw thee nigh unto the sta-
tion which He hath ordained for His chosen ones. Verily, He is
the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which all things proclaim Thy praise, to open the eyes
of Thy creatures that they may behold the manifestations of
Thy mighty oneness and the dawning-places of the Sun of Thy
bounty. O Lord! Leave them not to themselves, for they are
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Thy servants and Thy creation. Draw them, through the Most
Exalted Word, to the Dayspring of Thy most excellent names
and the Treasury of Thy most exalted attributes. Thou art,
verily, the All-Powerful over what Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Mulla Husayn Zavarih, via Zayn

In the Name of Him through Whom the Herald called out on
the Day of Return: “The Kingdom belongs to God, the Lord
of all beings!”

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My loving-kindness!
There hath come before the Wronged One the letter sent to
thee by him who was named Husayn in the Book of Names.
We testify that from this Most Exalted Horizon he hath at-
tained the choice wine of revelation and, through the grace of
his Lord, the All-Merciful, hath taken and drunk from the cup
of recognition in His name, the Mighty, the Wondrous. We
have read his letter and answered him with a remembrance
before which all remembrances bow down, with an utterance
around which all utterance circles, and with a Book that pro-
claimeth before the faces of the world: “The gate of heaven
hath been opened and the Lord of Names hath come with the
hosts of revelation and inspiration!” Blessed is he who hath
heard and attained, and woe unto the heedless!

O Husayn! Hear the call from the direction of the Wronged
One - verily there is no God but Him, the Peerless, the All-
Informed. He hath come for the salvation and life of the world.
To this testifieth He Who proclaimeth in every state: “There
is no God but Me, the Mighty, the All-Praised!” Thy letter
hath attained unto the hearing of the Wronged One, and He
hath sent down for every name mentioned therein that which
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beareth witness to His grace, His bounty and His mercy that
hath preceded all who are in the heavens and the earth.

Jinab-i-Mir Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be 66-9 [Baha’u’llah]:

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Muhammad-‘Ali,
that this remembrance may draw him near unto God, the One,
the Single, the Peerless, the Mighty, the Generous. Blessed
is the temple adorned with the ornament of detachment, and
blessed is the head honored with the crown of godliness from
God, the Lord of the worlds. Say: Shatter the idols of vain
desire through the name of the Lord of all humanity, and fol-
low not every deluded remote one. Say: O people! The Day
hath come, and the Self-Subsisting calleth out from the most
exalted horizon: Fear God and be not among the oppressors!
Cast aside the sources of idle fancies, turning unto the Self-
Subsisting Who hath come with an authority before which nei-
ther the hosts of Pharaohs nor the ranks of tyrants can stand.
Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Wronged One was estab-
lished upon this exalted station. Take hold of the Book of
God with the power from Him, then read what hath been sent
down therein from One All-Knowing, All-Informed. The glory
be upon thee, upon thy wife and thy son. We beseech God
to assist them in what He loveth and is pleased with, and to
ordain for them the good of the hereafter and of this world.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

Jinab-i-Mirza Abu’l-Qasim, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Abu’l-Qasim! He Who is encompassed by sorrows men-
tioneth thee that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the Master
of the Day of Judgment. By the life of God! The Most Ex-
alted Pen hath raised its shrill voice at all times, yet most of
the people are heedless. They have not heard the Cry, nor the
Call, nor the lamentation of those near ones who have lamented
for what hath befallen Us at the hands of the oppressors. We
counsel thee to fear God and to observe trustworthiness, which
God hath made a wealth for His servants and a treasure for
His creation. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Powerful. Give
thanks unto God for that the Wronged One hath mentioned
thee in this Great Prison. The glory be upon thee, upon thy
brother, and upon whoso is with thee and hath attained unto
the Kawthar of utterance from the hands of the bounty of his
Lord, the Kind, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Jinab-i-Ustad ‘Ali, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Ali! The world hath been illumined by a Light that hath
shone forth and gleamed from the highest horizon, yet the peo-
ple have turned away therefrom and opposed it, following the
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sources of conjecture and idle fancy - they who have broken
the Covenant and disbelieved in God, the Lord of all worlds.
This is the Day wherein the Mount calleth out: “My Inter-
locutor hath come!” and the Light proclaimeth: “My Creator
hath appeared!” The rapture of this Revelation hath seized all
things, and the highest Paradise hath trembled with longing
to attain the presence of God, Lord of the throne and of the
dust, and Sovereign of this wondrous Day. Take hold of the
Book of God with the strength that cometh from Him and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast remembered me, and
glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast honored me with the to-
kens of Thy Most Exalted Pen and remembered me when I was
heedless of Thee. I testify that Thou hast appeared and hast
manifested that whereby the dwellers of the graves have arisen,
and the Dove of Revelation hath warbled upon the branch of
the Mount. The appointed time hath come, and the abode of
signs hath appeared through a manifest command.”

Jinab-i-Ustad Hasan Sabbagh, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Sabbagh! Hear the call from the direction of Akka - verily
there is no God but Him, the Single, the All-Informed. He
hath created all things through a word from Him; He is the
Powerful, the Mighty. We have preferred white above all other
colors. Verily thy Lord doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth. It is the mother of colors in the Book of
God, the Mighty, the Great. Blessed is he who is dyed with
the dye of God, which is sanctification from the world and its
colors and all that is therein. Thus hath spoken the Tongue
of the Wronged One while in the hands of the oppressors. We
counsel thee and those who have believed to show forth the
utmost steadfastness in this Cause, whereby the feet of those
who claimed knowledge without clear proof or manifest Book
have slipped.

O My loved ones in Jowshagan! Hearken unto the call of the
Wronged One, Who hath borne all tribulations for the manifes-
tation of God’s Cause, the Lord of all worlds. We counsel you
to wisdom and utterance, and to those virtues which We have
made the hosts of the Cause in this mighty Announcement.
Aid your Lord through goodly deeds and through that which
We have revealed in a Tablet from whose horizon the light of
your Lord’s command, the Strong, the Powerful, hath shone.
The glory from Us be upon you and upon the handmaidens of
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O My loved ones in Badegan! We make mention of My loved
ones in Badegan that the remembrance may draw them to the
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highest horizon and bring them near unto God, the Mighty,
the Great.

Jinab-i-Mirza Mahmud, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Mahmud! We have heard thy call and have answered thee;
thy name was present and We mentioned thee with a wondrous
mention. Take hold of the Book of God with the strength that
cometh from Him and say: “Praise be to Thee, O Thou the
Goal of the world, for having caused me to hear Thy call and to
behold the tokens of Thy Pen, and for having guided me to Thy
path. I beseech Thee to aid me to be steadfast in this Cause
whereby the skin of the deniers who heard and turned away
when the All-Merciful came with a mighty proof hath quiv-
ered.” Let not the affairs of the world sadden thee, nor the
doubts of any heedless one far removed from God hold thee
back. Arise to serve My Cause with wisdom and utterance,
then give thanks to thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Gener-
ous. He hath guided thee to His path and hath mentioned thee
in His prison with the tongue of the Dayspring of His verses,
the Dawning-place of His clear tokens, and the Source of His
luminous, resplendent Command.

Ghulam-‘Ali, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Ghulam-*Ali! Hearken unto the call of Him Who standeth
before the faces of the world, speaking by the command of
God, the Lord of Religions. We have arisen and summoned the
servants unto that which thou wast bidden by the One True
God, the Chosen One. The happenings of the world and the
books of nations have not deterred Us, as doth testify He with
Whom is the Mother Book. We have manifested the Cause
and revealed the verses by the command of God, the Lord of
all men. Blessed is he who hath gathered the fruits of My Lote-
Tree and hath attained unto My Cause, at Whose appearance
all necks were humbled.

Muhammad Aga, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Muhammad! The Wronged One remembereth thee at this
hour when His sighs have ascended and His tears have fallen by
reason of what hath befallen the Cause of God from them that
denied Him when He came with power and dominion. They
awaited the days of the Manifestation, yet when the ocean of
utterance surged in the realm of possibility and the Dayspring
of the Cause appeared, they turned away and denied the proof
and the evidence. We counsel thee and them that have believed
in that which beseemeth the Lord of Days. Blessed is the
strong one whom the might of the people hath not shaken,
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and the steadfast one whom the power of the wicked hath not
deterred. Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Wronged One
was in the Most Great Prison through that which the hands of
the evil ones have wrought.

Muhammad Sadiq, upon Him be the glory of God:

O Muhammad-Sadiq! Hast thou heard the call of thy Lord
when it was raised in truth, and hast thou beheld His signs
when they encompassed the horizons? When thou findest the
fragrance of that which hath been revealed from My Most FEx-
alted Pen, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all beings
and God of the throne on high and of earth below, for having
enabled me to turn unto Thee and to acknowledge that which
Thy tongue hath uttered. I beseech Thee by Thy greatest signs
and the manifestations of Thy Will amongst all created things,
to make me and them that have believed to be among such as
hold fast unto the cord of Thy commandments and laws. Then
assist us, O our God, with the hosts of wisdom and utterance.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
Then ordain for us that which shall be a treasure with Thee.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the All-Munificent.

Badagan - And We make mention of the servants of God there
whose names were not mentioned before the Face, and We
remind them of My verses and give them the glad-tidings of
God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of Lords. The glory from Us
be upon them and upon the leaves who have clung to the Tree
which was planted by the hand of power in the midst of Par-
adise. Is there any with hearing to hear the melodies of My
Pen and the cooing of the Dove of My utterance upon the
branches? Blessed is the servant whom the ornaments of the
world have not kept back from the Lord of nations, and the
heart that hath been illumined with the light of faith.

Zavarih - O Husayn! Upon thee be the glory of Husayn. We
have heard thy call and what thou didst mention regarding
the enkindlement of God’s loved ones in Qaf. We bear witness
that they have attained when the All-Bountiful came with the
kingdom of utterance. We make mention of them with My re-
membrance and remind them of My verses and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s loving-kindness, the Lord of the final end.
Thou didst mention him who ascended to the Supreme Com-
panion, who was named ‘Abdu’r-Rahim in the Book of God,
the Lord of creation. He ascended with the light of certitude
and the Concourse on High received him with the banners of
verses, and We mentioned him before his ascension and after it
with that whose fragrance shall not cease to endure as long as
the Book of God, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing, shall endure.
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And We make mention of his sons at this time and We beseech
God to aid them to be so steadfast that neither the hosts of
the world nor the doubts of them that denied when the Desired
One came with might and power shall deter them.

To Aqa Mirza Mihdi, son of him who ascended unto God:

O Mihdi! Hear thou the call of the Wronged One. Verily He
hath appeared before all faces without veil or covering. Hast
thou not heard His call betwixt earth and heaven? Hast thou
not witnessed His power which neither the might of princes
nor the oppression of the divines who denied the Manifestation
when He came from the Mount of Knowledge with God’s proof,
the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, could weaken? Husayn
made mention of thee, and We too make mention of thee as a
token of Our grace, for I am verily the All-Knowing Remem-
berer. Blessed art thou for having turned toward the horizon
of the Cause when the Wronged One was in the most deso-
late of lands. We beseech God to aid thee to be steadfast and
to reinforce thee with the hosts of utterance that thou mayest
establish thy Lord’s Cause amongst all peoples. We make men-
tion of thy wife and give her glad tidings of her Lord’s mercy
which hath preceded the earth and the heavens.

O My loved ones! The Wronged One calleth unto you from the
Most Great Prison with that which shall exalt God’s Cause, the
Revealer of verses. I have witnessed in the prison that which I
love not to witness and have heard that which I love not to hear.
To this testifieth He with Whom are the treasuries of wisdom
and utterance. That hath befallen Me at which all things have
lamented, yet the people are wrapped in heedlessness and veils.

Aqa Siyyid Mahmud, upon Him be the glory of God:

He Who hath come with an irrevocable decree
from God, the Supreme Ordainer, the Self-Subsisting, maketh
mention of thee. Husayn made mention of thee, and We too
make mention of thee that thou mayest give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Arise to serve the Cause of thy
Lord, then remind the servants of that which hath appeared
and shone forth from the most exalted horizon. Thus hath the
Mother Book spoken forth in this praiseworthy station. When
the wine of My utterance hath taken hold of thee, say:

My God, my God! I testify that Thou hast manifested Thy
Cause, guided Thy servants, made known unto them Thy path,
shown them Thy horizon, and sent down unto them Thy proof.
Some have turned away and some have turned toward Thee. 1
beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds and Goal of all peoples,
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by Thy Most Great Name, to aid Thy servants to turn toward
Thee, to acknowledge that which Thy tongue hath uttered,
and to act according to what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book.
Verily Thou art the Omnipotent over what Thou willest. There
is none other God but Thee, the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen.

The loved ones in Hamadan: We make mention of the land
of Ha and Mim, that God’s loved ones who believed in Him
when He came with His choice-sealed wine may rejoice thereby.
O My loved ones in that land! We made mention of you be-
fore with a mention by which hearts were attracted, and We
make mention of you at this time when the Wronged One is
between the jaws of wolves through that which the hands of
every malicious oppressor have wrought. Aid ye your Lord
through utterance. We have lifted the decree of holy war by
the sword and have made it to be waged through refinement,
goodly character and knowledge. Blessed is he who hath cast
away his vain desire, taking hold of My preserved tablet.

O Exalted Pen! Make mention of My loved ones in Dawlatabad
and give them the glad-tidings of the loving-kindness of their
Lord, the Possessor of existence. O My loved ones in that place!
Hearken unto My call. Verily, there is none other God but He,
the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Loving. We
have mentioned you before and have sent down for you that
which caused the Most Exalted Paradise to be stirred. My
inscribed Tablet beareth witness to this. We have veiled your
names as a wisdom from Our presence and as a protection from
Us. We beseech God to aid you to champion His Cause through
remembrance and utterance, and to make you ensigns of love
amongst all people. Verily, He is the One Who has power over
whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is. We
behold those who have turned towards the Countenance and
We hear their mention of this Cause whereby hearts have been
perturbed and souls have lamented. The glory rest upon you
and upon those whom neither the ranks of the world nor the
cannons and armies have deterred.

2 The loved ones of God in Khalajabad: O Temple of Utterance!

Turn thy face towards My loved ones in Khalajabad, then bring
forth from the ocean of utterance the pearls of wisdom and
explanation. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest and within Thy grasp are the reins of all affairs. O loved
ones of God in that place! We have mentioned you before and
have acquainted you with God’s extended path, and We have
revealed for you that which has brought solace to the eyes of
the people of the cities of knowledge and wisdom. To this
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beareth witness He Who summons all to the horizon of the
Revelation from God, the Lord of the unseen and the seen.

Give thanks unto God for having aided you to turn towards
Him and for having sent down for you that whereby your men-
tion shall endure amongst His servants. Verily, He is the Pow-
erful over what was and what shall be. Nothing whatsoever
escapeth His knowledge. He witnesseth and seeth, and He is
the Speaker, the Hearer, the Mighty, the Beloved. Soon shall
the cawing be raised in that place. This is what We have in-
formed you of before, did ye but know. This is the Day which
Muhammad, the Apostle of God, and before Him the Gospel,
the Torah, and the Psalms have foretold. Blessed is he who
hath laid hold on the Most Great Cord and clung to the hem
of the mercy of his Lord, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.

The loved ones of God in Shahabad: We make mention of
My loved ones in Shahabad and counsel them to perform pure
deeds for God, the Lord of the worlds. Hearken unto My call.
Verily, it will draw you nigh unto God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy. Beware lest the doubts of the cawing ones debar you
from the straight path of God. Take hold of the Book of God
with the strength that proceedeth from Him and follow not ev-
ery heedless sinner from among those who have violated God’s
covenant and His testament by following the promptings of the
Evil Ones. Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Wronged One
was in His mighty prison. Blessed are ye for having turned to-
wards the Most Exalted Horizon when every transgressor and
doubter turned away. Ye have drunk the choice wine of ut-
terance from the hands of the bounty of your Lord, the Most
Merciful. We counsel you to be steadfast in this Most Great
Cause whereby the hearts of the deceivers have been perturbed.

The loved ones of God in Sultanabad: O Thou Who art
wronged! Make mention of Thy loved ones in the land of Sin
and Lam and give them the glad-tidings of the loving-kindness
of their Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous. O My loved
ones in that place! We have mentioned each one of you in the
Crimson Scroll by My Most Exalted Pen as a bounty from
God, the Powerful, the Mighty. We mentioned you before
with that which all the treasures of kings cannot equal. Ye
have attained unto the traces of the Most Exalted Pen, to this
doth testify He with Whom is the clear Book. Rejoice, then
give thanks to your Lord, the Most Merciful, for this great
bounty. We have mentioned the names as a command from
Us. Verily your Lord, the Most Merciful, is the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. We beseech Him to aid you in His remembrance
and praise, and in steadfastness in this wondrous Cause.
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O Husayn! We have made mention of the loved ones of God
in Nun and Jim in various Tablets. Their names were present
before the Wronged One, and We revealed for each one of them
that which brought solace to the eyes of the sincere ones. From
this station We send Our greetings to them and bid them to
deeds and virtuous conduct. Thus have We counseled Our
loved ones before and after. Blessed are they who act!

7 The glory from Our presence be upon His loved ones and cho-

sen ones who were moved neither by the tempests of hatred nor
the storms of adversity. They heard the Call from the Most
Exalted Horizon and said: “Here am I, O Thou Goal of the
mystics! Here am I, O Thou Who art worshipped by all who
are in the heavens and on earth!”
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He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High!

This is a remembrance from Us to those who have held fast to
the cord of God, the Sure, and have clung to the hem of the
robe of their Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

O Solomon! The fragrance of the All-Merciful hath been
wafted throughout creation. Turn unto Him with a luminous
heart. We have seen thy name and have revealed unto thee
this perspicuous Tablet that thou mayest give thanks unto

thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

O Judah! The Lord of Names in the prison of ‘Akka hath
turned toward thee with a countenance whereby the heavens
and earth were illumined. Blessed is he who hath seen, and woe
unto the heedless! O Solomon! We have seen thy name and
have made mention of thee with a remembrance from whose
horizon hath shone the sun of thy Lord’s loving-kindness, the
Mighty, the All-Wise. We counsel thee and them that have
believed with that whereby the Cause of God, the Lord of all
worlds, may be exalted.

O Mihdi! The Lord of inner meanings maketh mention of thee
with a remembrance whereby the fragrance of utterance hath
been diffused throughout all creation. Give thanks unto thy
Lord for this great favor. Beware lest the affairs of the world
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withhold thee from the Lord of Eternity. Cast away what the
people possess and take what thou hast been bidden by thy
Lord, the Commander, the Ancient of Days.

;O Chayim! We have turned toward thee from the precincts of

the Prison and have sent down unto thee that wherefrom those
near unto God perceive the fragrance of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. Take hold of the verses of God with the
strength that proceedeth from Him and say: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou Who hast remembered me in Thy Most Great
Prison and hast turned toward me from Thy far-distant sta-
tion.”

O Lalehzar! We make mention of those who have believed in
God and have turned unto the Most Sublime Horizon. Blessed
is he who hath seen with insight and heard with hearing ears
the call of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-Loving. Be-
ware lest human affairs grieve thee and withhold thee from the
Lord of Decree. Thus have We commanded thee. Act accord-
ing to what thou hast been bidden for the sake of God, thy
Lord, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

O Nasir! The Almighty hath heard thy call and hath answered
thee with exalted words and brilliant verses. By the life of
God! He shall suffice thee throughout the dominion of earth
and heaven. O Joseph! We make mention of thee even as
We made mention of thy father. Verily, thy Lord is the All-
Remembering, the All-Informed. Rejoice in My favor unto
thee and My remembrance of thee in My Great Prison.

O Isaac! The Lord of the Covenant maketh mention of thee
on this Day of Meeting. Give thanks and say: “Praise be unto
Thee, O Thou in Whose grasp is the dominion of existence.”
We counsel those who have believed to manifest deeds and
virtuous character. Verily, thy Lord doeth what He willeth
through His word “Be,” and it is.

O Joseph! Hear the call from the Most Exalted Word in
the prison of ‘Akka: “There is none other God but Me, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful” We have sent the Messengers

and revealed the Books as a grace from Us, and We are verily
the All-Bountiful, the All-Wise.

O Benjamin! The All-Wise maketh mention of thee from
this Most Exalted Station which God hath made as a canopy
for Himself, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Arise to serve the Cause with
supreme steadfastness. Say: “Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of
Names! I beseech Thee to make me steadfast in Thy Cause
and to hold fast unto Thy Most Great Name.”
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O Mihdi! The Promised One hath come and the Herald hath
proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of the Day of
Judgment.” Among the people are those who have turned away,
those who have denied, those who have pronounced judgment
against Us without clear proof or illuminating Book, and those
who have forsaken the world out of their longing for the Most
Great Name. Thus hath the matter been decreed, and most of
the people are among the ignorant.

O Jacob! The story of Job hath returned, and the Intended
One is in grievous affliction. Sorrows have encompassed Him
from all directions by reason of what the hands of the idolaters
have wrought. O people of God! Be not grieved by what hath
befallen Us. God shall soon exalt His Cause through His grace,
and He is verily the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O Mihdi! Verily We summon the world unto light while they
call Me unto fire. By this have the dwellers of the Most Exalted
Paradise wailed, yet most of the people are fast asleep. Reflect
upon the greatness of thy Lord’s patience despite His power
and His mighty dominion.

O Yari! We have mentioned thee before and at this hour with
that whereby thy remembrance shall endure in the Book of
God, thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefathers. Say: O people
of the earth! By God, the Friend from the Kingdom of utter-
ance doth call out: O peoples of the earth! The Glorious One
hath come with a manifest Cause. Cast aside the books of the
world and hold fast unto this wondrous Book. By God! Ver-
ily it is the Mother Book, speaking throughout the world and
calling all unto the Most Great Name. To this testifieth every
discerning knower. Arise to serve the Cause with a power that
the hosts of the world cannot weaken. Verily thy Lord is the
Ordainer, the All-Wise.

O Khudadad! Hearken unto that which the Lord of Creation
calleth out on the Day of Return: “Verily there is none other
God but Me, the Mighty, the Bestower.” Blessed is the servant
who hath turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon, and woe
unto every heedless and remote one. Take thou the chalice
of recognition in My Name, then drink therefrom through My
wise remembrance. Thus did My Most Exalted Pen move when
the Wronged One was in a mighty fortress.

O Solomon! The Lord of all creation mentioneth thee that the
rapture of remembrance might seize thee and bring thee to a
station wherein naught is heard save the verses of thy Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. Beware lest the clamor of the
divines hold thee back from the Lord of Names, or the might
of princes from the Creator of the heavens. Soon shall all thou
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seest today perish, and there shall remain for thee what hath
flowed from the Most Exalted Pen in this wondrous Tablet. We
make mention in this station of him who heard My call, turned
unto My face, attained unto My days, and ascended unto the
Most Glorious Companion, being among the triumphant. He
was named Aqgajan in the Tablet of the All-Merciful. Blessed is
he and blessed is he who remembereth him according to what
was revealed for him from the presence of a trusted Speaker.
We have remembered him before and after, and I am the All-
Knowing Rememberer.

O Moses! The Speaker of Sinai hath come, and the Temple
of Revelation proclaimeth, saying: “Look and thou shalt be-
hold Me, the One powerful over whatsoever 1 will through My
blessed, mighty, and great Word.” Be thou vocal in My remem-
brance, steadfast in the service of My Cause, turned toward My
face, and advancing toward My luminous horizon.

O Chayim! The Bestower hath come, riding upon the clouds,
yet the people behold and do not give thanks. He Who was
hidden in the Books of God and inscribed by the Most Exalted
Pen hath appeared, yet most of the people do not understand.
The divines have taken for themselves lords besides God. In-
deed, they are the ignorant ones, though they perceive it not.
Say: O people! The Self-Subsisting hath come and proffer-
eth unto you His sealed wine. Come ye, and be not among
the slumberers. The Most Great Name hath appeared for the
life of the world, yet most of the nations do not comprehend.
Blessed is he who hath laid hold on the Most Firm Handle and
clung to the hem of the robe of his Lord’s loving-kindness, the
Sovereign of all sovereigns. Be thou in such wise that neither
the ranks of princes nor the intimations of divines grieve thee.
Thus doth the Pen of Revelation counsel thee as it moveth
upon the Tablet.

O Rubin! This is the Day wherein the Call hath been raised
from the Most Exalted Horizon, yet the people do not hear.
That which was hidden in knowledge and treasured in the
repositories of thy Lord’s power, He Who overshadoweth what
was and what shall be, hath been made manifest.

O Aaron! Say: The Speaker (Moses) prostrated before the face
of God, and Aaron circled round His throne, and the Spirit pro-
claims: “The Object of all desire has come! The Kingdom is
God’s, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting!” We counsel thee
and those who have believed to show forth the supreme stead-
fastness in this Cause whereby the hearts of the men of insight
have been troubled and the foundations of those who denied
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the Witness and the Witnessed have been shaken. Say: O chil-
dren of the Friend! By God, the Glorious One has come and
calls you to a station wherein the call has been raised from
God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom. Grieve not at anything,
place thy trust in God in all matters. Verily He protects whom-
soever He willeth through His authority, and He is the Truth,
the Knower of the unseen.

O Moses! The Tree of the Cause has been raised up and calls
out to the world: “O Moses! Verily I am God, the Lord of the
worlds!” This is the right valley on the right side of the Gar-
den of Paradise, and it proclaims with the most exalted call:
“There is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Great!” When thou
hearest My call and findest the sweetness of My utterance and
knowest the mysteries of My Kingdom, arise and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Lord of the world and Educator of the na-
tions, for having made known unto me the Dawning-Place of
Thy signs and having manifested unto me Thy clear tokens. I
beseech Thee by the Most Great Sign and the manifestations
of Thy Cause in creation to make me steadfast in Thy remem-
brance and praise amongst Thy servants. Verily Thou art the
Omnipotent over what Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are
the reins of all who are in the heavens and on earth.”

O Solomon! Be wise in My days. Beware lest things pre-
vent thee from the Lord of Names or the might of princes veil
thee. Arise and say: “God is our Lord and the Lord of all on
earth and in heaven.” Thus doth thy Lord teach thee from the
Kingdom of eternity that thou mayest thank Him and be of
them that stand firm. Thus have We mentioned thee and sent
down for thee the verses and expounded them in truth and
dispatched them unto thee. Give thanks and say: “Praise be
to Thee, O Thou the Goal of the worlds!”

O Ishmael! Dost thou know what hath appeared in My age and
in My days? How many sacrifices have We sent to the place of
martyrdom who gave up their lives in this straight Path! We
have a sacrifice in Iraq who slept turning toward the House,
and his throat was cut in his longing to meet God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful. And We have a sacrifice in Sad - by the life of
God, the Concourse on high were amazed by him - and likewise
another sacrifice, and before them another sacrifice. Verily thy
Lord recounteth unto thee what hath appeared in His mighty
Day. And We have a sacrifice in Ta who was circled round
by the Concourse on high, who was named “The Wondrous”
in My Wondrous Book. And We have another sacrifice who
was named ‘Ali in the Book of God, the Lord of the worlds.
He advanced to the place of sacrifice with such steadfastness
as amazed the denizens of the highest Paradise and those who
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circle round the throne of God, the Great. He proceeded, and
with him proceeded the angels and the Spirit and the souls of
those brought near and the sincere ones. He reached the station
and took the cup of martyrdom in the name of the Lord of
Names and drank thereof with spirit and fragrance, with a love
that enraptured the dwellers of the highest Paradise and the
Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary. Blessed is he and pleasant
it is unto him and unto those who remember him through what
the All-Merciful hath revealed after his ascension. He verily is
the Rememberer, the Forgiving, the Generous.

By God the True One! The Spirit (Jesus) hath circled round
My Cause and the Speaker (Moses) calleth out before My face,
yet the people are among the dead. They were not awakened
by the Call nor by the Cry when it was raised in truth. Verily
thy Lord is the Expositor, the Mighty, the Praised. And I have
sacrifices in the land of Ta and Ya, to which testifieth the Lord
of Names and the Creator of heaven from His exalted station.

26 O ‘Aziz! The Mighty One remembers thee, He Who accepted

abasement in the path of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Say: By God, abasement in His path is glory, poverty is wealth,
mercy is comfort, and adversity is healing. Blessed is he who
attains unto that which My Most Exalted Pen hath uttered,
and woe unto the oppressors who have denied the rights of God
and His loved ones, and have wronged in such wise as caused
the dwellers of the cities of names and those who circle round
My mighty throne to lament.

O Solomon! Hearken once again to the call of thy Most Glori-
ous Lord, which hath been raised from the highest horizon, and
be thou of the thankful. He hath sent down for thee that which
shall endure as long as the kingdom and the realm endure. Of
this doth testify the Preserved Tablet in His presence.

O Elijah! The Lord of all creation remembers thee and counsels
thee to remember God in all conditions. Be thou steadfast in
the Cause and speak forth that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Book. Read what hath been sent down from
the Kingdom of Utterance. It will draw thee to the court of
nearness, of holiness, and of reunion. Grieve not over anything
and place thy trust in all matters in God, the Lord of Lords.

O Ezekiel! The Glorious One hath come, and the Friend is at
His right hand, calling: “O people of the Torah! The Revealer
of verses hath come with clear evidences. Beware lest what
ye possess prevent you from Him by one of Whose revelations
the dwellers of Sinai were thunderstruck and the limbs of the
righteous did tremble, save him whom the hand of power did
rescue and raise to the most exalted station.” Take hold of the
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Book of God with the strength that cometh from Him, then
make mention of Him amongst the servants with wisdom and
utterance.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Khudadad that
he may give thanks unto his Lord, the Lord of creation, Who
remembers him in His Most Great Prison - this station wherein
the Tongue of Grandeur doth proclaim: “The kingdom be-
longeth unto God, the One, the Chosen!” Thus have We sent
down the verses and manifested the evidences as a grace from
Us, and verily I am the Generous, the Bountiful. Blessed are
they who have not broken the Covenant of God and His pledge;
these are indeed the people of this station.

O Solomon! The Wronged One makes mention of thee and
counsels thee with that which will make manifest the station
of man in the contingent world. Hold fast unto the Most Great
Cord and cling to the hem of thy Lord, the Lord of the Return.
Thus hath flowed the river of knowledge from the Pen of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, that thou mayest give thanks and arise
to serve the Cause in the evening and at dawn.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
been named Mirza Aqa, and give him the glad-tidings of the
loving-kindness of his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. Say:
By the life of God! A single verse from among the verses of
God outweigheth the treasures of earth and heaven. Blessed
is he who hath attained unto His mention, hath turned unto
His horizon, hath arisen to serve Him, hath uttered His praise,
and hath soared in an atmosphere wherein naught can be heard
save the rushing winds of the mercy of his Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving. Thus hath the Dove of the Pen warbled upon
the branches, as a token of grace from God, the Manifestation
of all religions. Glory be unto you, O children of the Friend
and heirs of Him Who conversed with God, from One Who is
the Daybreak.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of those whose names were
not mentioned before the Face, and say: O people of God! We
counsel you with that which will draw you nigh unto Him, and
We strengthen you to remain steadfast in this Cause whereby
the feet of the mystics have slipped. We have heard your cries
and lamentations by reason of that which hath befallen you in
the path of God, the Lord of all lords. We have been with you
in all conditions. We bear witness and We see, and verily I am
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Grief hath seized you when ye heard the gloating of the ene-
mies. Rejoice ye now, for the Lord of all beings speaketh unto
you. He is with those who love Him and make mention of Him
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at eventide and at dawn. We counsel you to be trustworthy,
religious, to perform goodly deeds and to manifest praisewor-
thy conduct, and with that which will exalt you to the most
sublime station. That which ye behold shall perish, but that
which We have built with the hands of knowledge shall endure.
It changeth neither from the sun nor from the rains. Rejoice in
My remembrance of you. By the life of God! It is a treasure for
you with God, the Lord of all beings. The glory shining from
the horizon of the heaven of My Kingdom be upon you and
upon those who have held fast unto certitude, turning away
from idle fancies.

5 We make mention of My handmaidens and the sons and daugh-

ters of My loved ones, as a token of grace from Me, and I am
the Generous, the All-Bountiful. O handmaidens of God! The
Wronged One remembereth you from His prison cell and coun-
seleth you to manifest pure devotion unto God, the Lord of all
men. It behooveth you to hold fast unto the cord of God and
to cling to the hem of His mercy, which hath preceded all who
are in earth and heaven. O sons and daughters of My loved
ones! Rejoice in My remembrance, then give thanks unto your
Lord, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. Soon will there come
unto you one who will croak to lead you astray from the path.
Leave him behind you, turning unto God, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment.

Thus hath the Sun of loving-kindness shone forth from the
horizon of grace, and the verses have been sent down in truth.
Rejoice in this bounty which hath no equal in the possession
of His servants. He who hath attained My presence and soared
in My atmosphere and visited the Temple of the Ancient of
Days as your representative hath appeared, and this blessed
deed, whose decree hath been sent down in the Book of God,
the Manifester of clear evidences, hath been accepted before
the Face. The glory that hath dawned resplendent from the
horizon of My loving-kindness be upon you and upon those
who have cast away what the people possess, yearning for that
which is with God, the Revealer of verses.
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Praised be God, Who hath made Himself known unto us,
taught us His Cause, made plain unto us the paths of truth
and certitude, and manifested, for the sake of His bounty
unto all the worlds, that which it behoveth Him to bestow.
We thank Him in every state with that thanksgiving whereof
utterance hath been made in His Book and the knowledge of
which He, through His grace and sovereignty, hath imparted
unto us. And may exaltation and glory rest upon those who
have stood firm in His Cause, voiced His praise, attained
unto the honour of hearkening to His call, turned toward the
horizon of His bounty, and drawn nigh unto the ocean of His
Most Great Name.

Praised be God, Who hath distinguished the realms of creation
through the Most Exalted Word; through it have idle fancies
been made to ebb and the oceans of knowledge to surge. Ex-
alted is the Ever-Abiding One, Who hath illumined the world
with the Most Great Name and ordained for the nations that
which draweth them nigh unto the court of might, grandeur
and glory, and unto the dawning-place of power, strength and
majesty. From all eternity He hath been sanctified above men-
tion and praise, and He shall ever remain exalted above that
which the people of creation may speak concerning Him. Since
the path unto Him is cut off, and every proof and testimony
falleth short of His Reality, we describe Him only as He hath
described His own Self by His own Self for His own Self, and
we make mention of Him only with that wherewith He hath
made mention of Himself through Himself for Himself: verily,
no God is there but He, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.

And now: The servant hath attained unto the bounty of your
letter, which was a token of your love for the Beloved of the
worlds and of your turning toward the Object of the knowers. 1
lauded God for that whereby He hath confirmed you in making
mention of Him among His creatures and in your rising up to
diffuse His traces throughout His dominion. We entreat our
Lord, the All-Merciful, to cause us at all times to hearken unto
that wherewith the Dove warbleth betwixt earth and heaven,
and to ordain for you the good of the life to come and of this
first life.

The details of that honoured one’s correspondence were sub-
mitted in the Sacred Presence. He said: God willing, their
words will be such as draw hearts and cause souls to take wing
in the atmosphere of meanings and exposition. The substance
that enkindleth the world of the Divine Will and the Word of

£l 5 ol e 5w lize Gl & ab)
o35k Ui uﬁz\,w\,[,;\iuu
M,a,mwfwg@,;@u&u\&
Sl }Q\)A,M.qu-uc;m\{g
1396 5 6L 1akss 5o ol e yolizal Sl e
O oy dd 31 AV 131 &1 il

ﬁla.d\ a2

5 Ul 230U STEY) oy b (sl A ad)
el Qs ol 52 (26 5 s ) 2L L
Lo oS g 30 5 e VL U 5 s
5 DO el Sl b dI B
08 Js 4 4l eV 5530 5 5531 s
L}&jaﬂo,gij\ﬂ}:w) my@;\b
e ) Jod) OFT U L8N ol o, o
By 615 Sy 6 4has 530 4l 1A
4\\)4,\4“,5%@;1 aﬁ\;du\.,\ﬁ

el oaddl o VI

S Ve 06 1 OB ol 506 5 w5
3 Gl o pake d Sé;y'; AWl g
;‘.u THESMS S FYR P (RUNES
dﬁ)\L)M}ML}Q)L‘)LM\éC
By 4 e b oY K 3 ey 0L
s e Nk edl 5 o2V

SVl

8l Co-lw 9 ULJ-T ‘AM\/ J:M
[cF] b o AL Adgep AL 2 e
w2l GbU ol &[] 5 ol s
Jla! "o;Le Lb ol dl;w sl s

sl 5 Sl 5> s 5 g feslyl e\.c

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 66



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH02186

God is His Will and His Word themselves; they verily are the
red sulphur that hath been, and shall be, the cause of the ig-
nition of all things. God grant that the cold hearts of heedless
souls may, through this divine sulphur, be set aflame and turn
toward the Shore of the All-Merciful.

Thus far. As to what you had written regarding the Risali-
i-Suluk [The Seven Valleys], which hath been revealed in the
Persian tongue: this treatise was sent down, ere the dawning
of this Revelation, in the language of the people. The reason
for its revelation was that a certain person — learned and mys-
tically minded, and of the people of Sunni Islam — had, while
in Iraq, addressed a petition to the Sacred Court. Wherefore,
in accordance with divine wisdom, this treatise was revealed
in a form current among that people.

In this day, whosoever turneth his face toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon and becometh truly conscious of what is set forth
therein concerning the Seven Valleys or Seven Stages, hath at-
tained them all; for in this Manifestation the veils of idle fancy
have been rent asunder. All, once they have attained unto the
knowledge of the True One, are commanded to acquire sciences
that are profitable, and to abandon vain and illusory pursuits.
We beseech God to assist His servants to attain that which He
desireth for them of the wondrous tokens of His bounty, His
grace and His loving-kindness. Verily, He is the Protector of
them that turn unto Him and the Lord of the sincere. These
utterances have been heard from the tongue of Truth — blessed
are they that attain thereunto.

The honoured Muhammad-Mustafa is among those whom God
hath succoured to arise in His service; and erelong shall that
which he hath sown in Iraq spring forth in full verdure, for He
verily is the Wise Cultivator.

As for the shop and what concerneth it: that which hath come
to pass will, God willing, prove good, and we beseech the True
One to cause a goodly outcome to appear therefrom. It is in-
cumbent upon all the loved ones in that region to strive with
utmost earnestness and endeavour for the proper conduct of
your affairs. Although the True One hath ever been, and re-
maineth, all-sufficient, yet the merit of righteous deeds retur-
neth unto the very souls who perform them. We entreat God
to aid them in love for you and in whatsoever rejoiceth thy
tender and noble heart.

Moreover, this lowly, mortal servant hath had, and hath, no
knowledge of the condition of the honoured sister, nor hath
he heard from the Tongue of Eternity any word concerning her
that would bespeak her turning unto God or the reverse thereof.
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On one of the holy nights, while present before the Throne, a
Tablet, special to Jinab Mahmud, her esteemed brother, was
sent down; and in that Tablet this blessed verse was revealed
— His word, exalted be His majesty: “Verily We have made
mention of thee and do make mention of thee in truth, for
We love faithfulness, and We have made it one of the greatest
of Names. Ponder that which hath flowed from the Most Ex-
alted Pen, that thou mayest find therein the fragrance of the
Beloved.”

When this servant was, in the Holy Presence, engaged in tran-
scribing it, lo, a fire was suddenly enkindled within his heart;
for I called to mind the night when I was in the house of Jinab-
i-Dhabih — upon him be the glory of God — and she too was
there. It was from her that I first heard the mention of the
Beloved, as she was reciting those verses which had been sent
down from the Dawning-Place of the Bayan, the Revealer of
the verses: “Rashh-i-‘ama az jazbih-yi-ma mirizad ..” (‘Tis
from Our rapture that the clouds of realms above are raining
down) unto the end. With rapture, ecstasy, and inward at-
traction did she chant them, such that, from the wafts of her
melodies, it was as though the very mouldering bones were
stirred to motion by the attraction of the divine Bayan; and
this servant clearly beheld how the power of that voice encom-
passed all the people of creation and summoned them all to
the seat of the manifestation of guidance.

Convey, on behalf of this mortal servant, words of glorifica-
tion unto her, and say: What hath become of those wondrous
strains, those impregnable melodies, that yearning and that
burning in the love of the Luminary of the horizons? Since this
verse concerning faithfulness hath descended from the Source
of the Lord of Names, this servant, out of regard for faith-
fulness, hath ventured to make so bold, in the hope that, in
some wise, she may once again be drawn and enkindled by the
marvellous divine harmonies and the songs of the birds of the
crimson Ark, that she may attract all the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful and draw them unto the Friend.

And T further called to mind that day when she had taken up
a sword and, unveiled, had wished to leave the house, crying
aloud in the name of God, until the people of that household
seized and restrained her. Say unto her: Today is the day of
that same attraction and longing, for this is the Naw-Ruz of
days and the Prince of all seasons. O world, surge forth from
thy very soul; cry out from thy breast; bestir thyself with all
thy frame; and from thy lips quaff the wine of the remembrance
of the Beloved. Arise in His love and cry “drink and be ine-
briated”, that sense and consciousness may be carried away,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl g2 ) 2l Al
o C) ol 35 9 dib uL&l\ -l oF
S G &S Jo 48 b Sl 54l
o ot 5 B2 UYL ST
Y B e J5 Lop S ey olie!

GF 2l B o]

Blazal B spete 1 2y 5 de
el B § 4 plh e ) OB s
] VA ke b Ol s 8,
Iy cp 53 d;\; >y 2T 55 o3 [‘&\
e 0Ly allas 5| § ol ol pais ) )

Sl ) dagete B et 3k ol

Sl y Cand éﬂfjd\ Sy o P4 de
LS il Olnis 5 8 Kispete S
Saalg OS2 abl Ol e )l dae pllis
O o & 5geie odalive Ol 0y o)

Iy 5 5 sseme ablal 1) ol um@».;\j

Sgm e ulda ygel aC

o h g diluy ol 1SS 3B ae ol )
d\;w;;uu\}m,\:uu\u\.ua\,

ol O GBI s o s Blas 5 Bl
@Ugbwuss,f\,o,u?@\bj
Dt o2 Lhe b O G Ol

ety K opde )y oy sl e § a0

-'\::'Lt\{ Caw 92

S5 G 8\ O oyl bl s
Kgx Og ale Sl Ml gon Ol 5 Loy
@,mf\u\_;,ﬁo’\y\,mfﬂpaiu
Sy y e Ol 555 0 dile by K5
&) Calpl) d y layyy Jays 8 4
Tl u’)} w3l g Ol 31 Ol
ea Gl s 535 A0 K

soaale 3l Gk S Gsligy a1

;Jf L,LL u,;.ﬁx, stﬁugfu

68



13

14

16

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH02186

and that the hidden celestial Herald may, within the hearts,
become vocal with the mention of the Beloved.

These words have I set forth, having regard unto faithfulness;
for, since in the beginning I drank the wine of the Bayan of
the All-Merciful from the beaker of her mention, I have desired
now that she may taste, from this most wondrous, most exalted,
most holy and most sweet chalice, somewhat of the state of this
servant.

Strange it is that, on this Most Great Day, when all the world
is enkindled with the fire of the Word of the Ancient King,
no news is heard from that land, nor is any warmth made
manifest. Yet, God willing, that well-beloved one will kindle
the friends with the remembrance of the Lord of lords — that is,
those souls who, through the forged and “Ja’fari” breathings,
have been shut out from the shore of the Divine Oneness. Say
unto them: Ye apprehended not the Word of Truth, nor did
ye distinguish the Right from the wrong. Ye did not even
ponder so far as this: What became of those promises of Mulla
Ja’far, who, every three months, would assure his intimates of
a “Ja’fari” manifestation — that is, the manifestation of his own
self? All are aware of this matter, and yet they have remained
unawakened. O thou beloved, remind the people with these
utterances, that haply they may not, in this Most Great Day,
be deprived of the grace of the Ancient King.

The people are weak, and the veil is thick. Where is the hand
of certitude that, in the Name of the Lord of all the worlds,
will rend it asunder and cause the light of the heart to shine
forth from behind that veil? In any case, let that cherished one
not desist from teaching with wisdom and with utterance; for,
erelong, this world shall be ended and pass away. God willing,
ye must, through the confirmations of God, arise to serve, that
its effect may be made manifest in the realm of existence. We
beseech God to succour those who have turned, yet then have
halted, and not to debar them from the ocean which hath

encompassed whomsoever is in the heavens and on the earth.

Those hapless ones are unaware: false and lying traditions have
estranged those souls who had turned in receptivity. Yet we
hope that all may drink from the cup of nearness and quaff
from the crimson wine of certitude. Blessed are they, then
blessed are they! May it be well for them, then well for them!

In accordance with the command, it is that the will of the late
Jinab Haji — upon him be the glory of God, His mercy, His care,
His grace and His bounties — should be carried into effect; for
We desire not that, after him, aught be done contrary to his
good-pleasure. Thus shall the blessings be sent down upon you

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

i st 02 p B AITBL L U o)
b o ok 2 il s 0 1y by £ s
oy o ozl poitigol §5 2L

(éuj, sk Je 8 Cu\ gl sl )

g 8 kel en ol 55 8 ol (£
S O 51 detee o o 4k Sl dle
Al Ll ngf‘u{sm Gl s St S
Jrde LY O, i ol L?):;'T
4 dner Sader Dlomdty Koo T oy )5
LK et gy 2 sl bl
wE JBL S G 5 % Sl |y o>
Slaodey O & x¥ Ko oa szl 4ol
CAPES VPR i a0
osb & ol e b edey 3
dslde |y 0,8 ) 5 5 4d 4 ABL o
S b b st sl Sl g Sspe
o5 Sl e 5 als 8 s S S5
aele e V'E;‘ £ BiBE

G o) 5Lk OlE oy Lias G
E RS PESIIN gv PI g
3 s ) ()l Ais o By Ol
5 ol e b Wl 0Ly 5 OS82 &
ol et Al Ol Al bl L)
Al Jeud 55 ol plal s ol 71 s Kl
oA Y b5 ¢ ) ol 4 ol
o) 5 Slsedl & o Llad il )
s O 4 Ol A éﬁﬁ Lol of
NEE ool Sy 598 dom 1y diie
sl b slo O 5 g i A
bl f bl pt i

gl Sl p o oy ST oW
sﬁy&sw‘;%u;%)_ﬁﬁ\;——‘f@
3 sloy sl ) )N Sy § o
e JSJ\CQ\J:};\ Jy Sy 5,8 N5
M\o;ﬁgﬁh@;ﬂ\%’\).}jﬂﬂ\ﬁ)tﬁb

69

16



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH02186

from the heaven of the bounty of your bounteous Lord. And
in whatsoever he hath made no bequest, let recourse be had
to the Book of God — that is, the Most Holy Book — and let
men act in accordance with that which hath been sent down
therein.

Thus far. As to what ye had written — that, should circum-
stances so require, certain exalted utterances which would con-
duce to the education of the people and the encouragement
of souls might be set down and forwarded, that they may be
printed in the aforesaid paper — this servant would state: what-
soever hath, in very truth, been the cause of the training and
the means of the progress of mankind hath, from time im-
memorial and shall forevermore, flowed from the Pen of the
Most High. Yet the many have been, and still are, heedless of
it; and the mind of the world hath taken but scant share from
that rose-garden of meanings which is the source of order and
of moderation.

Now, with phrases that are the cause of trial, of tumult, and
of the constriction of the world, do they speak, and in them do
they glory. Even though, in these days, the face of the world is
set toward recklessness, licence and irreligion, yet erelong shall
there appear, in the world of the Kingdom, keen-sighted eyes
and attentive ears, and the wide-spread carpet shall be rolled
up, even as it hath been rolled up aforetime. Certain terms are
now current among the peoples in foreign lands and elsewhere,
and all alike, learned and unlearned, make mention thereof,
and each layeth claim to the qualities they imply — such words
as “civilization”, “freedom”, “humanity”, “love”, “unity”, “fra-
ternity”, “liberty”, “equality”, and the like. Lengthy and wide-
ranging explanations and commentaries on these expressions
are set forth in the newspapers of the world.

7 W

In such a station it behoveth the Tongue of Truth to utter but
this word: “Bring forth your deeds, if ye be of the truthful!”
What is witnessed today is this: that if a tree were to come
into the hands of the people beneath whose shade the tokens
of true humanity and whatsoever lieth above it might be set
forth, they would surely hew it down and burn it. We entreat
God — glorified and exalted be He — for the rising of the sun of
justice from the horizons of the hearts of men, that haply they
may speak the word of truth and act in accordance therewith.

And as to what ye have written concerning Jinab Mirza, may
God, exalted be He, aid him: God willing, through his loving
and compassionate counsels, the inmates of the hell of igno-
rance and oppression may attain unto the bliss of justice and
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equity. We beseech Him, exalted is He, that Akhtar may be-
come a mirror for the people of insight, that they may behold
therein the present condition and that which is veiled behind
the curtain of the future.

Moreover, the full text of your letter was submitted in the
Sacred Presence. He said: That which should appear from
the Pen hath already appeared; whatsoever should be spoken
hath been spoken; and whatsoever should be made manifest
in the assemblage of the world shall, if God so willeth, be
made manifest. For the present, patience and silence are most
beloved and are accounted among the most meritorious of all
deeds. Thus far.

2 He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

It is submitted that the book of that honoured one — which,
in very truth, was a volume of love for the Lord of creation,
and a scroll of affection and unity — illumined the eyes of this
most lowly servant, and refreshed and rejoiced his heart. The
wafting of its remembrances strengthened the inmost mind of
the soul, and the sweet breezes of its tidings bestowed glad-
ness upon the spirit. This servant had thought that, in reply
to that distinguished personage, he would set forth at length
a description that would indicate and attest the degrees of sin-
cerity, affection, unity and love; but, through lack of time, he
was deprived of this bounty. Hereafter Jinab Samandar — upon
him be the glory of God — will relate the details. By night and
by day this servant is occupied; therefore on this occasion only
this brief letter hath been submitted. Pardon is hoped.

Likewise the honoured master, Jinab Mulla ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq,
upon him be the glory of God, hath written an epistle to this
servant. Never was there opportunity to send him a separate re-
ply. The company who attained and entered the Sacred Court
are all witnesses thereto; wherefore, convey to him the glorifica-
tion, remembrance and greetings of this servant. God willing,
at all times may he be busied, with wisdom and with utterance,
in giving victory to the Cause of the All-Merciful.

Furthermore, the letter from the honoured Mirza Sami’ Khan
and Mirza Rahim Khan, upon them be the glory of God, hath
been received. Praise be to God, from the heaven of the divine
Will a Most Mighty, Most Holy Tablet, specially for them, hath
been sent down and despatched; and likewise a Tablet hath
been revealed especially for the loved ones of God who dwell
in Kakun. Let that honoured one recite it, in particular, for
the friends in that place.

26 Moreover, regarding the arrangement that was made there on

behalf of the travellers: it was laid before the honoured Ismu’l-
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it. It is evident that such matters as pertain to charity and
goodly deeds have ever been acceptable at the heavenly Throne;
and this particular provision — especially inasmuch as it hath
occurred in that honoured house — hath been, and will remain,
beloved. Yet, in accordance with the command, no soul among
the friends is to make any demand upon any one; whosoever,
of his own accord, hasteneth forward and attaineth unto this
bounty — blessed is he! God will richly recompense him with
twice what he hath expended in His path; verily He is the
All-Forgiving, the Most Bountiful.

Convey most fervent praise to all the friends, and, on behalf
of this mortal one, submit unto them: The Kawthar of life is
flowing — drink, drink thereof! The true bounty is descending —
partake, partake thereof! The ocean of favours is surging — boil
therewith, cry out therefrom! And, in the assemblage of the
people of Baha — who are enraptured with the crimson wine
of remembrance and praise, and are, by reason of the burning
of separation, in lamentation — gladden this poor servant and
thrall with a single draught.

Glory be upon you, O people of Baha.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar

In the Name of the One True God!

May my spirit and being be offered up as a sacrifice unto Thee!
From the intimations of the divine utterances, this servant
hath understood that with the emergence of a fresh ordeal, the
breezes of the All-Merciful have been cut off from the hearts of
most of humanity, and they have been deprived of the shore of
ancient glory, save those who have detached themselves wholly
from all things and have held fast to the Most Firm Handle
in these days wherein the standards of His decree have been
raised aloft and the cawing of the ravens hath been lifted up
between earth and heaven. These are they whose hearts God
hath sanctified from the winds of self and passion, and hath
made them to be numbered with the pure ones.

For a long time all paths were cut off and all ways were blocked.
Now that one of the friends is departing, I trouble you with
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these few words. You have observed that although in all the
Tablets the tribulations of these grievous days were foretold,
yet all were found to be disturbed. The purpose of these an-
nouncements from the Pen of the All-Powerful was that all
might be informed, lest on that Day they turn away from the
King of Oneness due to worldly events. Verily there is no es-
cape from divine destiny, and in the time when the winds of
tests blow, none shall find refuge. All are seen as dried leaves
before fierce winds, except those whom thy Lord willeth.

Although all were forbidden from causing corruption - by God
besides Whom there is none other God - such was the prohi-
bition that in some Tablets it was revealed that should harm
befall this servant, it would be more acceptable than for any of
those associated with the Truth to harm anyone. As you have
observed in all the Tablets, He says that victory is through
wisdom and utterance, not through contention, objection, war-
fare and conflict. Nevertheless what was destined came to pass.
Things reached such a point that these actions became an ex-
cuse for the deniers of the Bayan to cling to, attributing to
the Truth all that they had perpetrated during this long pe-
riod. Yet you know that in the books written by the deniers
previously, they explicitly and without ambiguity prescribed
the killing of all souls and issued such rulings.

From the first arrival in Iraq, the Ancient Beauty forbade ev-
eryone, especially in this land where after arrival He repeatedly
prohibited all from conflict, contention, bloodshed and other
reprehensible and unacceptable deeds. Nevertheless each per-
son committed, according to their own desires, things that were
forbidden in all the Tablets. Thus most unknowingly commit
all that is prohibited, and the harm of all returns to the Truth,
as all know that whatever occurs they say is from the Source
of the Cause. Especially in this wondrous Revelation which
is afflicted between internal and external enemies. I know not
what has happened that people have entirely forgotten all they
have seen and heard of the deeds of Truth, while the unseemly
actions of the deniers have become so prominent in their sight.
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Now observe the deeds of the True One and those of other
than He. You have been informed of the details of the Ancient
Beauty’s arrival in Istanbul and have heard from everyone how
He departed with such honor, wealth and independence, and
for four months associated with no one and made no demands,
such that His conduct was praised even by enemies, let alone
by the friends. For six months the one who associated partners
with God went to Istanbul on behalf of the Manifestation of
the Letter ‘Ayn and the Essence of Nun and the Primal F, en-
tering every door and beginning complaints until they inquired
from Istanbul from the Holy Presence what was being given to
these people in every city. He replied: Give these greedy souls
all that you send, that perhaps they may cease their disgrace-
ful behavior, and the fire of their greed would be stilled, and
they would not send women to beg daily, nor run about for
a morsel of bread. They sold the Truth and all that pertains
to it for a few dirhams. Although there were only nine per-
sons who had come to this land, Siyyid Muhammad and that
known person claimed, “We are twenty,” until they were given
fourteen tumans to Siyyid Muhammad himself and twenty-six
tumans to that mentioned person from the funds that were
specifically sent for the servants. Nevertheless, they write to
various places saying, “We have no bread and are destitute.”
By God, double what the government was sending was being
spent in every city and given to all. Now observe the deed of
Truth and the deed of its opposite. I know not what garment
they have clothed this deed in, that they mention it among the
people of the Bayan.

O my Siyyid and my beloved, you know not how deceitful and
crafty they are, and how confident they are that whatever they
say will be heeded. Thus one day, when one of his wives for-
bade him concerning certain matters, saying that it was not
befitting for him to commit certain acts, he replied, “Be as-
sured, whatever I write, the people of the Bayan will accept
it.” By God, besides Whom there is none other God, what I
have here submitted is the pure truth, and indeed he under-
stood correctly, as you observe how different these two deeds
are from each other - that one the path of the All-Merciful, and
this one the path of Satan. From the one wafts the fragrances
of divine detachment, and from the other emanates satanic ex-
halations. Yet no one is aware. He has denied the money for
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which he sent you the receipt and which is now in his posses-
sion. What more can I submit? And you know not what vile
accusations that impure soul made against the Ancient Beauty
in the great city. However, praise be to God, they are abso-
lute nothingness and utter non-existence. Although your grief
is known, and all matters are visible in the presence of the King
of Names and Attributes, still the heart awaits news from you
outwardly.

Say to his honor Dhib on my behalf to convey greetings, and in-
form him that these are the days mentioned in the Tablets, and
likewise the Point of the Bayan (may the spirit of all else be sac-
rificed for Him) foretold that all would turn away from the Most
Holy Shore, as now the clamor of the ungodly has been raised
and each soul has returned to his own station. In these days the
ungodly have spread new rumors, as someone has claimed that
verses are not proof, and likewise they have rejected miraculous
deeds and manifestations of grace, knowledge and perfection -
for their purpose has been to deny whatever has appeared from
the Truth. That misbeliever was asked what then constitutes
proof of the Truth, and he said something else. By God, they
have clung to such a vain imagination that the imaginings of
all nations and peoples of the earth are as nothing compared
to their fancy.

Now observe how the Point of the Bayan (may the spirit of
all in the kingdoms of existence be sacrificed for Him) removed
such imaginings, yet these ungodly souls have returned to them.
It seems they have taken stupidity, deceit, lies, calumny and
begging as proof, and counted hatred, rancor and hypocrisy
as evidence. Now passing over all this, say to the opposers
that if you have not seen that imaginary being, you have seen
Siyyid Muhammad Isfahani whom you have taken as a guide,
while turning away from the Truth through whom you have
witnessed and understood all divine proofs. O people of fair-
ness, say by what evidence have you taken as guide such a
one from whose countenance the signs of misbelief and error
are manifest? Although such a person is fitting for people,
as most inhabitants of earth from various sects are still idol-
worshippers.

Moreover, this much hath been known and witnessed: that this
servant hath not sought the things of this world, nor cherished
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any desire for leadership. Even so have I myself served the
people of the Bayan, and still do serve them; I have been the
servant of all. For fourteen years I have consorted, by day
and by night, with that veiled soul. Yet, notwithstanding this,
the word of this servant is held of no account, whereas the
word of Siyyid Muhammad Isfahani—who, at most, in ‘Iraq
met him but in two or three gatherings, and was never in the
least informed of any matter—is heard and accepted, although
they have ever disclaimed one another and held each other in
derision, as indeed most have witnessed during this journey of
exile.

Consider now this imaginary being. Reflect upon him: after
the corruption he wrought in the land of Ta, he fled and con-
cealed himself in ‘Iraq. By God, beside Whom there is none
other God! such was his fear that, when certain of the loved
ones came to ‘Iraq and, in the presence of the Ancient Beauty,
sought a meeting with him, he would say: “Whence is it known
that these souls are believers and bear love, and are not spies?
Perhaps they have come solely to discover my whereabouts and
report them unto mine enemies.” So it was that whenever the
slightest tale or rumor arose, he would take flight.

And now, throughout all this period during which, out of fear
for his life, he hath hidden himself in women’s garments, he
layeth claim to detachment, and ascribeth unto God all that
which he hath inwardly wrought. This, though the Ancient
Beauty hath remained manifest in the midst of enemies, and
all are aware that each year he would summon a virgin from
the outlying regions. By God, the Almighty! I have neither
heard nor seen that any soul hath passed his days in this world
in such ease and indulgence as he. Yet now he writeth what
he writeth and saith what he saith.

I cherish the hope that Your Excellency may wholly sever your-
self from this company and remain occupied with the praise of
the Self of God. By God! I have no aim save this: that I
long to admonish the loved ones of God, that haply the sincere
may not be veiled by the illusory coverings of these temples of
idolatry—beings whose true reality is made manifest by their
deeds.

Likewise convey my greetings to his honor N.S. and say that
this is a day wherein the breaths of steadfastness and certitude
must waft from pure hearts, for these are the days about which
they have foretold that soon a pack of wolves will emerge from
the thickets of hypocrisy. They have also foretold that Satan
will appear in different forms in every land - to some in the
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form of written sheets, to some in the form of messengers, and
to some in the form of letters. In short, he has appeared in all

forms until that which was revealed in the Tablets is fulfilled.

Furthermore, God willing, your honor should remain steadfast
in the Cause of Truth to such a degree that all are amazed. As
the way was blocked, no bold step was taken until now, and
even now only a brief mention is made until, God willing, a
detailed account can be presented later.

Convey my greetings to his honor Z.M. and say that by God,
besides Whom there is no other God, the Truth has informed
of what was sent to you and to the one who sent it to you from
the renowned city. One year ago, in a special Tablet addressed
to him - which your honor may have seen since copies of it
may exist in that land - some of the passages revealed in this
connection are these, exalted be His grandeur: “Soon there
shall come before you that which will cause the Youth to show
aversion, and you will be commanded by a command. Then
turn not towards it and leave it behind you by the power of
your Lord, the Everlasting, the All-Wise. This is of the tidings
of the unseen which We have informed you with truth that
you may act according to what you have been commanded by
the All-Informed Commander. All this is from My love for
you, and all things, of what has been and will be created, bear
witness to this, and then this Faithful Pen.”

Again, out of love for you, it is submitted that God willing, you
should remain firm in the Cause of God and not be deprived of
the breaths of the All-Merciful by Satan himself. By the Truth,
if you would reflect even briefly on recent events, you would

confirm this servant and become steadfast in the Cause of God.

Blessed are they who are firmly rooted. And if in these days
you would examine those Tablets that were previously revealed
and sent to your honor, it would be most beloved, for some
matters were foretold to your honor personally. Blessed are
they who read and who perceive.

Furthermore, convey infinite greetings to his honor J., upon
whom be the praise of God. The intention was to submit a
special letter to each of the gentlemen, but in consideration of
current circumstances, this has been postponed.
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And convey to the friends of God, both men and women, who
are today seated upon the cushions of steadfastness, the greet-
ings of this evanescent servant, particularly to your brother
and those who are related to your honor.

And further, two brief exalted Tablets have been revealed from
the Most Great Scene specifically for your honor and for J, and
have been dispatched. And the spirit and glory and might and
splendor be upon you and upon those who are today among
the steadfast in the Cause of God.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Baghdad

He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious

May my spirit be sacrificed for thee! The flowing pen of your
holiness has stirred all pillars and roots. Willingly have we
drunk from its cup the wine of love and joy. And since it
indicated the good health of your eminence, it brought the
utmost gladness and delight, and was presented before His face.
This is what the Tongue of Grandeur spoke: We beseech God
to strengthen him at all times, draw him near in all seasons,
and grant him what hath been ordained for him from the All-
Merciful. He is verily the Mighty, the Bestower.

Regarding what had been written inquiring about the divine
utterances in the assembly, that which remains in this ser-
vant’s memory is hereby presented: On the first night, at the
time of the evening prayer, He proceeded to the Pasha’s as-
sembly where a large gathering had congregated, all in utmost
trepidation and anxiety. The Ancient Beauty reclined at the
head of the assembly and remained entirely silent, as the at-
tendees were occupied in consultation and discourse among
themselves. None accompanied Him to that assembly save His
Holiness the Most Great Branch, may my spirit be sacrificed
for the dust of His holy steps. Then the Pasha arose and
stated that “You should proceed to another location, as we
now wish to interrogate these prisoners.” Thus did the Beauty
of Unity proceed to another place known as the administrative
chamber. In that place, the Two Most Great Branches, Aqay-
i-Aga Mirza Muhammad-Quli, Aqga Muhammad-‘Ali Isfahani,
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Aga Muhammad-Javad, and Aqa Muhammad-Husayn ibn Haji
‘Ali-*Askar were present before Him, along with some officers
and others from the palace. He remained there until the sev-
enth hour, continuously revealing verses of grandeur. Among
other things, He said to this servant, “Do you remember the
verses that were revealed the night before?” Then He recited
those verses in the most exalted tone, and those verses are:

In the Name of the Everlasting, the Eternal, the Mighty, the
Great

The ocean of tribulation hath surged, and its waves have
encompassed the Ark of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting. Fear not, O Mariner, the tempestuous winds,
for He Who causeth the dawn to break is with thee in this
darkness that hath enveloped the worlds. Put thy trust in
God under all conditions, and fear not the blasts of the winds
of hatred. Take refuge in God, thy Lord, the All-Powerful,
the All-Knowing. He protecteth whom He willeth through His
authority; He is verily the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

In the midst of darkness, the Face was radiant with a light
that encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth.
In that state, We summoned all creation unto God, and the
gathering of those who disbelieved in God when He came with
a wondrous Cause did not frighten Us.

The thief hath stolen what was revealed from the Throne and
presented it to those who rule over the servants. Thus did that
remote misbeliever. Say: Die in thy fury, O ignorant one! Dost
thou imagine that thou canst outstrip Us? Nay, by My Name
through which the fragrance of the Spirit hath wafted over all
things small and great! We delivered the Cause through Our
messengers, for verily We were powerful. Then We spread it
through the hands of those who turned away. The scheming of
schemers shall not harm it.

The slinking whisperer came with My Book before the peo-
ple, thinking thereby they would assault the Dayspring of the
Cause and thereby degrade the station of God before all else.
Thus did his soul entice him, and the word of punishment from
the presence of the Mighty, the All-Encompassing, was fulfilled
against him. Say: Thereby is His Cause exalted, His verses
spread abroad, and this Remembrance elevated, whereby ev-
ery wise matter hath been ordained.
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Would that the servants would gather against Us and shed
Our blood in this straight Path! We have sacrificed what We
possessed in the path of God, as attested by the tribulations
We are in, and behind them the Pen whereby the Cause of God,
the Mighty, the Wise, hath been established. Say: I await the
day wherein I shall behold Myself among the parties of the
armies of the oppressors. By God! Then shall they hear what
they have never heard before, and see what no eyes of those
gone before have seen. He is verily the Ruler over what He
willeth, and He is the Strong, the Mighty.

Say: O lowly gnat! Canst thou soar with the Dove in this
atmosphere wherein the birds of the world have never soared?
All that befalleth Us is a mercy unto Us, as every discerning
believer doth testify. The atoms weep at Our affliction, while
We are in manifest joy. We have manifested gladness from the
horizon of sorrows. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth

what He pleaseth.

At that time, they paid no attention whatsoever to the officials.
The Blessed Countenance was turned toward the Most Great
Branch and the Greater Branch, may my spirit be sacrificed
for them both, and some of the loved ones who were present in
service. Then the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance surged
forth. Among other things He said:

“God, the Blessed and Exalted, revealed to one of His Prophets
in His revelation: ‘By My glory and majesty! I shall surely cut
off the hope of every hopeful one who hopes in other than Me,
clothe him with the garment of disgrace before all people, and
remove him far from My grace and relief. Does My servant
hope in other than Me in times of hardship, while its key is
in My hand? What is wrong with Me that I see My servant
turning away from Me when I have given him what he has
not asked of Me? Should I be asked and not be generous?
Never! Does not generosity and munificence belong to Me?
Are not this world and the next in My hands? If everyone in
the heavens and earth were to ask Me the equivalent of the
heavens and earth, and I were to grant it, this would not di-
minish My dominion by even as much as a gnat’s wing.”’ And
similar utterances which are mostly not remembered continu-
ously flowed from the All-Merciful’s lips. “He partook of the
cups of utterance from the wine of thy Lord, the All-Merciful’s
mention.” What can I say of how the signs of power, grandeur
and sovereignty poured forth and descended on that blessed
night! “The Salsabil of utterance was bestowed upon all con-
tingent beings, the ocean of generosity sprinkled upon the na-
tions, and the mystery enshrouded in mystery was revealed to

all in the unseen and visible realms.” Many of the utterances
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have completely vanished from this servant’s memory. Some
that remain in mind have been presented.

Later, at the seventh hour, one of the officers came and took
away the Ancient Beauty, the two Most Great Branches, and
Aqay-i-Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Quli. The Ancient Beauty and
the Greater Branch were placed in a location adjacent to the
prison, Aqay-i in another place, and the Most Great Branch
in the prison under strict guard. This servant and the other
friends were imprisoned under strict guard in a very dark place
in the same building.

On the second night, a telegram came from the governor and
they changed the Ancient Beauty’s location to a high domed
chamber above the prison. This was at the time of the evening
prayer, and the Most Great Branch, the Greater Branch and
Aqay-i were also in the Most Holy Presence. The stay in the
dome was thirty-eight and a half hours. Then again on Thurs-
day, at the fourth hour after sunrise, they summoned them to
the building for questioning. While proceeding to the assem-
bly, the Tongue of Grandeur uttered these words repeatedly:
“You have taken hold of your own principles and cast the prin-
ciples of God behind your backs. What is wrong with you that
you do not understand?” After the Pasha and the members
of the assembly arrived, they apologized saying that they were
obliged to investigate since three people had been killed and all
the people of the city were frightened and terrified, therefore
the law must be followed. Apparently the poor man had no
knowledge even of the law.

When they inquired about His blessed name and homeland,
stating that according to law these questions must be asked and
recorded, He declared: “It is more evident than the sun.” When
asked again, He said: “It is not befitting to mention the name.
Look at the government decree which you have.” Then, with
utmost gentleness, they requested that He Himself declare it.
Thereupon, the Temple of Grandeur sat upright upon the chair
and spoke with the tongue of power and might: “My name is
Baha’u’llah and My dwelling place is Nur.” Then the Ancient
Beauty turned to the Mufti and said, may His grandeur be
exalted: “Had you known, We would have caused you to hear
the cooing of the Dove of Grandeur upon the branch of the
Divine Lote-Tree, that you might understand the meaning of
‘Servitude is a substance, the essence of which is Lordship.”’

Those present were stunned by this eternal Word of God. Then,
addressing all present, He said: “What is the purpose of this
gathering and these questions and answers? If you wish, I
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will acknowledge what is your intention and the desire of your
hearts, for I do not wish to remain in this world even for a
moment.” And He recited verses from the Surih of the Kings,
including this blessed passage: “I have never passed by a tree,
but My heart addressed it saying: ‘O would that thou wert
cut down in My name, and My body crucified upon thee in
My Lord’s way.”” During His utterance, the foundations of the
All-Merciful were seized with trembling. Then He arose and
the Beauty of the All-Knowing turned toward another place
outside the gathering.

O my master, what can I say? It was a wondrous day and
a wondrous time. In some souls the Sun of the Word of God
shone forth and they showed forth love. In truth, this servant
is incapable of mentioning the divine utterances. The author
of the Mathnavi has mentioned something appropriate to this
station:

That discourse which the Prophet spoke that day, If it should
strike the night, would turn it day;

That dark night would become bright as the morn, But I can-
not speak that sacred tongue now born.

You know what says the sun in Aries To herbs and plants in
gardens such as these;

You know what says that pure and flowing stream To plants
and flowers that on its borders gleam.

2 Verily, this servant was and shall ever be powerless to make

mention of the divine utterances and heavenly terms.

Subsequently the Pasha sent word requesting a return to the
house and sought pardon for what had transpired. They said
return to the original prison was preferable as some were impris-
oned there. Certain ones came into His presence and submit-
ted that the townspeople were in commotion and the prisoners
could not be brought out - it would be better to wait a few
days. Then they returned to the house at eleven o’clock in the
day.

From the beginning of departure from the sanctuary until the
final return thereto, sixty-nine and a half hours had elapsed:
five and a half hours’ stay in the serai the first night, eighteen
and a half hours in the prison adjoining the barracks, thirty-
eight and a half hours in confinement in the tower above the
barracks, and seven hours’ stay in the serai the second time. In
truth it was observed that this letter had become very lengthy,
therefore I have confined myself to this much, although the
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fire of love cries out “Is there more?” and by whatever means
possible seeks to make mention and cause trouble. We beseech
God to assist your honor and this servant and all the friends
to remember and praise Him. Verily He is powerful over all
things.

As to what you wrote concerning Muhammad Mustafa, upon
him be the Glory of God, having sent a copy of the Beirut
newspaper - its origin was not from Beirut but was printed
in London. The details are that some Europeans came and
strove earnestly to attain the presence but were not accepted.
They spent some days in the service of the Most Great Branch
- may my spirit be a sacrifice unto the dust of His sacred feet -
and after returning to their countries, they recorded the details
which were published in newspapers. In Beirut they translated
the London newspaper which was in English into Arabic and
printed some parts, while refraining from mentioning others for
fear of the government, as in the original newspaper which is
now in this servant’s possession they wrote of the afflictions as
well. Similarly newspapers came from Prussia where they also
gave details and questioned how the Sublime State had not
acted according to this matter but rather had arisen to cause
harm - all of these are in this servant’s possession. However,
after the recent events, a malicious person from this land sent
a letter to the director of the Beirut press, and that poor man
unknowingly printed it in Al-Najah. Although in his own mind
what he wrote was out of enmity, in reality he proclaimed the
Cause without understanding. Regarding this the blessed verse
was revealed: “Verily We have proclaimed the Cause through
the agency of Our messengers, for verily We were powerful.
Then We spread it through the hands of those who turned
away. Verily the scheming of the schemers shall not harm it.”

Furthermore I request that you convey the expressions of
evanescence, nothingness and sincerity of this transient servant
to each of the friends, especially to Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, Haji
‘Abdu’l-Majid, Aga Muhammad-Rida, Aqa Muhammad-Sadiq,
and Aqa ‘Abdu’llah - convey to all the Most Glorious and
Most Wondrous greetings. The Branches of the Divine
Lote-Tree remember your honor with wondrous and sublime
mention, and likewise the friends trouble you with expressions
of boundless sincerity.
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those with you and those who love you.

The servant 66 [of God] Dated 20 Safar

S Y su.jf [iﬁ\] W palE 28
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BHO00370

To: Hasan et al.

He is the All-Witnessing, the All-Informed.

This is a remembrance from Us for him who hath attained
the lights of the Divine Countenance and heard the call of the
Wronged One whilst He was in this great Prison. Hearken yet
again unto the summons, for it strengthens thee and draweth
thee nigh unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Siyyid Qabl-Mihdi! We have made mention of thee, caused
thee to hear, and disclosed unto thee a bounty from Our pres-
ence, that thou mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the One
Who ruleth over whatsoever is in the heavens and on the earth.
Say: By God! The dwellers of the Mount have circled round
the Manifestation; and when they awoke they exclaimed: “We
bear witness that Thou hast appeared, and hast brought forth
what was hidden in the Book and treasured in the hearts of
the Messengers.” Beware lest the turning away of the people
— those who have denied the Proof and testimony of God and
repudiated this Most Great Announcement — hinder thee.

O Siyyid Qabl-Hashim! When in this very hour the shrill voice
of My Pen is raised, the angels and the Spirit descend to hear-
ken to that which hath been sent down from the presence of
God, the Lord of all worlds. God hath made this station the
place of circumambulation for the Concourse on high, whilst
most men remain in heedlessness. They have cast the Book of
God behind their backs, clinging instead to the idols that are
in their hands. They have broken His Covenant and His Tes-
tament; verily, they are, in His perspicuous Book, among the
greatest of losers. Where are the ears that they may hear the
shrill of the Most Exalted Pen which hath been uplifted in this
lofty station? Where are the embodiments of steadfastness,
that they may arise to champion this mighty Message? Where
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are the eyes that they may behold the horizon of the Manifesta-
tion in this rank, wherein the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth:
“The kingdom is God’s, the One, the All-Informed”? Thus
have We made mention of thee, even as We made mention of
thee aforetime in the gathering. Give thanks, and say: “Praise
be unto Thee, O Desire of them that truly know!”

O Hasan! Say: O concourse of deniers from among the people
of the Bayan! By what proof have ye believed, and by what
evidence have ye turned away from this Cause, through which
the ocean of divine knowledge hath surged within the realm
of being before the faces of all religions, and the Lote-Tree,
planted in the Supreme Paradise, hath cried aloud: “Fear God,
O people, and be not of the rejecters”? He for Whom the Books
of God in former times gave glad tidings hath indeed come, and
of Whose mention the tongues of the Messengers have spoken.
O Hasan! Take hold of the Book of God with power. Let not
the might of the wrongdoers weaken thee — those who claim
faith in the Bayan yet deny its Revealer. Verily, they are among
the most abased. The Glory from Our presence rest upon thee
and upon thy brother. Remind him, on Our behalf, and give
him the glad-tidings of My mercy which hath outstripped every
lesser and greater thing.

i O Muhammad Qabl-Baqi! By God! The gate of heaven hath

been flung open, and the Lord of the Kingdom of Names hath
come forth, summoning all unto that which bringeth them near
unto Him. Verily, He is the Most Bountiful, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful. Hasan — upon him be My glory — hath
stood before My face and made mention of thee, whereupon
We, in turn, have remembered thee, that thou mayest give
thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Powerful, Whom neither the
wrong of the wrongdoers hath hindered nor the might of the
idolaters made afraid. He arose before all faces and cried: “O
people! Fear God, and be fair in this Announcement whereof
Muhammad, the Messenger of God, and, before Him, every
faithful Messenger, did give you tidings. He hath come for your
salvation and for the rectification of your affairs; verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Cast aside
your idle fancies in the days of your Lord, and then turn with
hearts made luminous toward the dawning-place of certitude.”
Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken in this most exalted
station, which God hath made the Greatest Outlook among
mankind and hath called, in His wondrous Tablet, by the Most
Beauteous Names. Glory be upon thee, and upon him who is
named Jawad. We counsel him and those who have believed
— through whom their stations have been exalted among the
peoples — for he is indeed a sincere counsellor, the All-Knowing.
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O Rida! Hearken thou unto My call. By the life of God!
Wert thou to hearken unto it as is meet and right, it would
uplift thee to a station wherein neither the winds of doubt nor
the hints of such as have disbelieved in the Day of Reckoning
could stir thee. Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, inasmuch
as the Wronged One hath turned His face toward thee from
this distant quarter. And when thou beholdest the billows of
the ocean of Thy Lord’s mercy and findest the sweet savours
of His utterance, then say: “O my God, my God! Unto Thee
be praise for that Thou hast opened the doors of hearts and
adorned them with the light of Thy knowledge, and unto Thee
be thanksgiving, O Lord of Names, for that Thou hast made
mention of Thy loved ones in Thy prison, before Thy servants
who heed Thee not. O Lord! By the breezes of the dawn of
Thy Manifestation, whereby the dwellers of the graves have
arisen at Thy command, make me firm in Thy love, that the
doubts of the people and the allusions of them that have denied
Thy Cause and repudiated Thy bounty may not withhold me.
Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Subduing, the Self-
Subsistent.”

O Zayn al-‘Abidin! The Wronged One maketh mention of
thee at this moment with that which draweth thee nigh unto
the City of Baha, in whose very atoms are heard the words:
sovereignty, power, might and choice. Unto God, the Desire of
the sincere, be all praise, whenever thou hearest the shrilling of
the Pen of the All-Glorious. Say: “O my God, my God! Unto
Thee be praise, inasmuch as Thou hast strengthened me to rec-
ognize Him Who hath manifested Himself for the quickening
of Thy servants and for their preservation from whatsoever de-
barreth them from drawing nigh unto Thee, from holding fast
unto Thy cord and clinging to the hem of Thy bounty. O Lord!
Thou beholdest the hungry at the gate of the kingdom of Thy
grace, the thirsty before the Euphrates of Thy mercy, and the
poor beneath the shadow of the canopies of Thy favour. I en-
treat Thee, by the ocean of Thy knowledge and the heaven of
Thy bounty, to make me, in all conditions, one who speaketh
Thy praise, gazeth toward Thy horizon, and is well-pleased
with what Thy Pen of decree hath ordained. Verily, Thou art
He Who, by His word ‘Be’; bringeth all things into being.”

O Ghulam Qabl-Husayn! The Kingdom of the Kingdom hath
descended, yet the people perceive it not. The Realm of Might
calleth aloud, but men lend not an ear. The Mother Book
speaketh, and the Mother of the Bayan lamenteth, and yet
most of the people understand not. He at Whose behest the
ocean of divine knowledge hath surged throughout the realm
of being, at Whose command the orb of the Bayan hath risen
from the horizon of proof, and by Whose revelation the verses
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have been sent down and the clear tokens made manifest —
Him have the people denied, for that they have followed idle
fancies and vain imaginings. Say: Were it not for the Glory —
Baha — of Him Who hath manifested the Cause in the mortal
world of creation; of Him Who speaketh before the faces of
princes and divines; of Him Who sendeth down that which
maketh the very limbs of those who disbelieved in God, the
Lord of the unseen and the seen, to quake and tremble — were
it not for this Baha, how would the truth of the Cause be made
known? The Glory from Our presence be upon thee and upon
thy brother. Magnify him on Our behalf, and remind him of
this mighty, wondrous Cause.

O Ahmad! Is there any soul who will renounce all save God
and lay hold of that which hath been enjoined in this irrevo-
cable Tablet? Is there one who will arise to make mention of
the Wronged One, severed from all that are on earth? Is there
any of might whom the doubts of the people of the Bayan —
those who have turned away from God, the Lord of existence
— shall not weaken? If thou drinkest the Kawthar of My ut-
terance, traced by My Pen, then say: “O my God, my God!
I entreat Thee by Thy might, Thy protection, Thy greatness
and Thy power, to guard me from the mischief of the doubts of
Thine enemies — those who have denied Thy proof and Thy tes-
timony, turned away from Thy signs that have encompassed
the world, and disbelieved in Thy Manifestation, Thy rising
and Thy sovereignty. Verily, Thou art powerful to do what
Thou wilt. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the
Tender.”

O Muhammad! The cloud of bounty longeth to pour upon
thee the showers of wisdom and utterance, that it may cleanse
thee from all else but Me and draw thee nigh unto Mine own
Self through such steadfastness as shall not suffer thee to be
hindered by the doubts of them that have turned away and
disbelieved in God, the Lord of the Kingdom. When thou dost
inhale the fragrances of My utterance, then say: “O my God,
my God! Unto Thee be praise, inasmuch as Thou hast given
me to drink, from the hand of Thy bounty, the chalice of Thy
knowledge, and hast guided me to the dawning-place of Thy
recognition, the day-spring of Thy Cause and the Manifesta-
tion of Thine own Self. I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and
King of the unseen and the seen, to inscribe for me, with Thy
Most Exalted Pen, that which will make me steadfast upon
Thy straight Path, one who speaketh Thy praise and standeth
before Thy servants in Thy service. O my God! I, who was
in truth non-existent, Thou by Thy grace hast brought into
being, through Thy favour, Thy might and Thy power. I be-
seech Thee that Thou wilt not deprive me, in Thy days, of that
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which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou
art the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Loving.”

Verily the Trumpet-blast hath been
raised, the Path hath been set up, the Balance hath been
established, the Book hath been sent down and the Cause
made manifest, and yet most of the people have disbelieved,
denied, turned away and cavilled. They have uttered against
this Wronged One that which no oppressor hath ever spoken,
and wrought that which no Pharaoh nor tyrant of the earth
ever wrought. Say: “O my God, my God! Unto Thee be praise
for having vouchsafed unto me the bounty of Thy verses and
the Table spread from Thy heaven, and for having sent down
to me that which none of the things of Thy earth can match. O
my Lord! Thou beholdest me turning toward Thee and setting
my face unto Thy horizon. I entreat Thee by Thy Will and
Thy Desire, and by those stations that were honoured by Thy
coming, to ordain for me that which shall profit me in the life
to come and in this first life. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all
that are; there is no God but Thee, the True One, the Knower
of things unseen.”

Say: O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who is
named Abu’l-Qasim in the Book of God, the Lord of all the
worlds, that he may rejoice and give thanks unto his Lord, the
Compassionate, the Gracious. The call hath been raised, the
dawning-place of the Names hath appeared, while the people
are sunk in manifest doubt. They have turned away from Him
Who hath come from the horizon of grace with a mighty proof;
they have denied the testimony of God and His Cause, for that
they have walked in the footsteps of the evil-doers. If thou
drinkest the wine of Revelation and hearest the call, then say:
“Unto Thee be praise, O Lord of all that are and King of earth
and heaven, for having guided me to Thy straight Path and
made mention of me in Thy Most Great Prison, when I was
amidst Thy heedless servants. I entreat Thee by the Lamp of
Thy Cause, which the winds have encompassed from every side,
to make me steadfast in Thy Cause, holding fast to Thy cord
and severed from all save Thee. Verily, Thou art powerful to do
what Thou wilt. There is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.”

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named Usta Haji, that he
may hearken to Thy call from the quarter of My prison, make
mention of Me and My praise amongst My servants, and be
of them that rejoice. By the life of God! The Wronged One
maketh mention of thee at a time when sorrows have encom-
passed Him because of those who have denied the proof and
testimony of God, and turned away from that Countenance
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unto which the faces of the chosen and the holy have been di-
rected. Thus have their souls prompted them; and to-day they
are sunk in vain imaginings. Take thou the Book with power!
Let not the doubts of the idolaters — such as have broken the
Covenant, clinging to what is in their hands of the idle fancies
of the suspicious — keep thee back. The Glory from Our pres-
ence be upon the people of Baha — those whom naught in the
realm of being, nor aught that hath been created in this world,
hath been able to withhold. These are they whose station God
hath described in the Qayyumu’l-Asma’. Blessed is he who
hath known their rank and attained to their service, and woe
betide the heedless!

O Muhammad-Bagqir! In this hour the Wronged One of the
world maketh mention of thee, that haply thou mayest at-
tain unto the Most Great Steadfastness, in such wise that the
doubts of the people of rancour and lewdness shall not shut
thee out from the Supreme Horizon. Shouldst thou meet such
as, from among the people of the Bayan, have turned away, say
unto them that in establishing this Cause he is in need of no
other proof. Is not His own Word, and the verses and clear to-
kens revealed from His presence, the supreme testimony? Fear
God, and be not of the wrong-doers. Hold fast unto this ex-
alted word which flowed from the tongue of the Herald. He
saith — and I have caused its gem to be recorded in his re-
membrance — that in the Day of His Manifestation, this one
(the Bab) shall not be consulted by His own indication, nor by
aught that hath been mentioned in the Bayan, and that in one
station He declareth: “Beware, beware in the Day of His com-
ing lest thou be veiled by the leaves of the Bayan; for all these
were created at His behest.” And again: “Beware, beware lest
thou be veiled by the words sent down in the Bayan...” and so
on, until His blessed saying: “By the extinction of the Point,
to-day the acceptance of this Wronged One is made the very
hinge upon which the mission of all the Messengers dependeth.
No soul should suffer himself to be veiled, by what is in the
Bayan, from Him Who sent it down and from its Revealer —
for all the Bayan is but His mention, and a single leaf among
the leaves of the Kingdom of His utterance.” From God, ex-
alted be His glory, I beseech that He may make thee steadfast
in such wise that the doubts of heedless souls shall not affect
thee nor become a veil between thee and Him. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the All-Seeing.

O Husayn! Upon thee be My glory. We are faithful to the
promise; and We have effaced the names that were mentioned,
each one of whom hath attained unto the writings of God.
Give thanks, and say: “Unto Thee be praise, O Desire of the
world! Unto Thee be thanksgiving, O Glory of all who are in
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the heavens and on the earth!” Say to the deniers of the Point:
If but a single verse be manifested, deny it not! Behold, all
the heavenly Books have been sent down, and yet the deniers
have uttered that which no tyrant hath ever uttered, and have
wrought that which the Pharaohs and the despots of the earth
never wrought. Beseech thou God to purify the hearts from the
doubts of the suspicious and the insinuations of the clamorous,
that they may become worthy of the effulgent splendours of
the lights of the Most Great Luminary. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

At this juncture We make mention of him who is called
‘Abdu’l-Husayn, that the breezes of remembrance may draw
him and bring him nigh unto God, the All-Subduing, the
Self-Subsisting. Magnify him, and My loved ones there, with
praises. We have made mention of those who have turned their
faces to this Countenance, with verses that have attracted
hearts and souls alike. Say: O company of God! This is the
Day of remembrance, of praise, and of service unto the Cause.
Strive that, for the sake of a few fleeting days, ye be not
debarred from the eternal, heavenly Kingdom of your Lord.

We make mention of thy wife, and give her glad-tidings of the
loving care of God, the Lord of existence. O My handmaid!
My call hath been raised in the Most Exalted Horizon, and
the Tongue of Grandeur proclaimeth: “The kingdom is God’s,
the Lord of whatsoever hath been and shall be.” How many a
people hath been kept back from drawing nigh, and how many
a nation hath come forward and attained unto the knowledge
of God, the Mighty, the Loving. We make mention of thy sister
as well, and give her glad-tidings in that We have remembered
her. Blessed is she, and every community that hath attained
unto the knowledge of God in the promised Day.

The Glory from Our presence rest upon those who have not
broken My Covenant, who have not denied My love and My
proof, who have hearkened unto My verses and taken hold of
My Book with power, whom neither the scriptures of the world
nor the clamour of them that have disbelieved in the testimony
of God, the Lord of the unseen and the seen, have been able
to withhold.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

My spirit and heart be a sacrifice unto thee! Thy gracious letter
hath reached this lowly servant, and I have attained unto that
which the dove of love for our Lord, the Mighty, the Invincible,
warbled upon the twigs of its letters and the branches of its
words. I have heard the sighs of the fire of thy longing in
separation from the Beloved of all horizons. O what a spirit is
that fire from which the lights of hearts are made manifest, and
by which the lamps of love are kindled in the hearts and breasts,
as though it were ignited in the tree of the heart, proclaiming at
every moment that there is no God but Him, the Inaccessible,
the Mighty, the Most Glorious.

The blessed letter, which was the breath of life itself, bestowed
new life and granted boundless spirit, for it was perfumed with
the fragrance of the garment of the love of the Beloved. Praise
be to God that the sweet-scented breezes from the Ridvan of
the mention of the Countenance of Glory and Majesty continu-
ally waft from the direction of sanctified hearts and pure souls,
and the banners of steadfastness and constancy are raised upon
We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to extend these musk-laden spiritual breezes through
winds that pass over the Ridvan of His glorious and beloved
Name, that all created things may be perfumed by these fra-
grant missives, and all birds may warble in the atmosphere of
meanings and utterance. Verily, there is no God but Him, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

the mountains of hearts and minds.

After the blessed letter was presented before the Most Holy
and Luminous Countenance, the Sun of inexhaustible grace
dawned and shone forth from the horizon of the favor of the
Lord of creation upon that essence of faithfulness, and the
water of divine mercy flowed from the right hand of the Celes-
tial Throne. Well is it with thee, for the glances of holiness
and the gaze of nearness have been directed towards thee, and
the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken thy name, and the Pen
of Power hath moved for thy sake. A Tablet of transcendent
glory hath been specifically sent down from the heaven of lofti-
ness and majesty. We beseech God to grant thee the bounty
of attaining His presence and contemplating Him.
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God willing, they should, through divine grace, be engaged at
all times in rendering assistance to the Cause of God. For the
sake of God, they should guide people to the Ancient Law. The
Tongue of God hath ever proclaimed this word: It behooveth
the sincere ones among the loved ones of God to nurture, with
utmost kindliness and compassion, the frozen earth with the
water of oneness, that there may grow from it that which God
hath purposed for it. They should not consider that some
are dormant or remote from the Fountain of nearness. They
should awaken every soul through goodly exhortations and ex-
ert mighty efforts to unite the hearts of the loved ones of God.
This matter hath been greatly emphasized, for all have ever
been commanded to manifest love and unity. Nevertheless,
certain matters are heard which are not pleasing in the sight
of God. The world is not worthy of attention, such that it
should cause conflict and contention among the loved ones. Ye
must surely give attention to this matter.

It hath been revealed by the divine Pen that in every city
several souls should gather specifically to consult about teach-
ing God’s Cause, determining what manner is most advisable
and proceeding accordingly. Wondrous and sublime utterances
have been specifically revealed from the Court of Divine Unity
regarding this matter. God willing, they shall be sent later,
for this is the most important of all matters. Likewise, it hath
been revealed from the Divine Throne that it is necessary to
guide, with wisdom and goodly counsel, any of the kindred
who have remained distant from the Fountain of Grace and
are occupied with worldly desires and passions, and also those
souls who were within the Bayan but later became veiled by
veils, for God desireth that none of these souls should remain
deprived. Verily, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Furthermore, it would be most praiseworthy if souls would,
purely for the sake of God, proceed to various regions such
as Gilan and other places to teach His Cause. However, the
teachers must possess those qualities which have been set forth
in the Arabic treatise on conduct revealed by the Pen of God
in Iraq. The purpose is that these souls should walk for God,
in God, and towards God.

The Divine Command hath issued that the loved ones of God
should walk among men with the character of Truth. As can
be seen, the greater the afflictions and the more severe the
calamities that befell Us, the more firmly did We engage in
the promotion of the Cause. Thus did We send forth the Call
in the form of a Tablet unto the Pole of all lands, even unto

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

i g 53 Glay alim b i1
ool Al aey desl Jate Al Oy
A0l JIBY abe s Vs e fn 2y
oY A sl 5 ol sbL 7
sdeme o2yl Chshe 5 cil, UK &
S e Sl aele Ca e s
Ly in® e § a2l b U A
Lol 1) s 2 Al dm 3 S5
Sl o b 5o e aioe e
Dbt bl sl Jadis CL o A
1y ok mem JBY S 4 eaz aSh
sl 2550 ot Sian wloat 5pele
b o ol W6 s osys oo dllie §
@\;,LLJJ\JQ.)C\;@\QL«&TW
Wl am g ) o o

Ak a0 8 Al E B
oyslie (Bl ol a3 5 Hpd a2 a2
R § s
Gy Ul G2 0B () 53 H)ls same
dry AT D36 gl e comla ) anie
PRSI (,A\L,.\ B -1 | WY
Comin 31 S5 36 e e ) (i
5 G s Mokle s b By 3 5 S
Lol 5 082 § ol 03V s s
e adl 2 ) ames o8 O A
day g Koy ol Jé—\: s wsle ey
Cnys G & o Hlodile ot Sl
O e oy 2 ks O 51 S § 2l
fﬁ‘)}iﬂ‘}

s 4 A LAl s §1 s
ol Os2 o i a5 °‘/&W~k~ SO
A ol oSy o (STl 5 0 Jee
4‘3\(&;;1 3l e 53 B Sk s & Glim
S8 ol 5 gio L2 Gt 0d (5 )l

dld gt b 1 NGy ab eyl
G et & sl Al pslo o odas )l
Sshs edaliv aflo U e 4y (nle
Al ST 5 kel Ly a2 §
b e 4l gl SR o a o
Ot AN Gkl st Dpms 5 By

92

ot



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00374

him whom We desired, and all who are in the heavens and
on earth were thunderstruck save whom thy Lord willed. Yet
in all circumstances wisdom must be observed, and one must
deal with people with kindness and compassion, for they are
weak. Had they known, they would have circled round the
Countenance. The heedless must have a wise counselor - such
is God’s decree. All must be seen in complete humility and
must, in truth, gird up their loins to serve. Had people heeded
the counsels of the Pen of the Divine Command, ye would have
beheld all on earth illumined with the lights of guidance and
adorned with the Most Glorious Beauty.

No sooner had some measure of tranquility been established
in the land than certain ignorant ones in every city laid claim
to divinity. Thus from the year when the Most Great Light
dawned above the horizon of Iraq until now, numerous souls
have cast aside piety and raised the standards of rebellion and
transgression. These souls have caused upheaval and revolu-
tion in the lands. Ere long ye shall witness that from every
land a calf will raise its call. All this We foretold at the time
of Our departure from Iraq. Observe how the previous Manifes-
tation informed all peoples of this Most Great Manifestation,
even as the son of Zachariah heralded the Son of Mary. They
have emphasized this to such a degree that they have said that
should anyone speak His verses, none would deny Him. It is
quite clear that they would not have uttered such words and
their like except after having knowledge of this Most Great
Manifestation; otherwise such words would never have been
sent down from the heaven of the Divine Command. For it is
observed that most people have spoken words and thereby fol-
lowed the path of pride and arrogance, and were not and shall
never be mentioned before God. They have regarded the Cause
of God as futile and have not reflected that were God’s Cause
to be of this nature, it would never become firmly established.

In brief, the Primal Point - may the spirit of all else be sacri-
ficed for Him - in those days, in view of the existence of this
Manifestation and Its dawning, concluded the entire Bayan
with this Most Great Remembrance, lest the people of the
Bayan be debarred from the All-Merciful. Otherwise, no pre-
vious Manifestation had ever foretold a subsequent Manifesta-
tion in such manner. If the intention of the Point of the Bayan
were what people have understood, then since most people
speak verses according to their own fancy, all of them should
be true. Any person of understanding would realize how far
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these people are from the fountain of knowledge and how they
have failed to grasp the meaning. By My life! That Point of ex-
istence had no purpose except to exalt this Divine Word. Some
time ago, the most ignorant of men came with two others like
himself from Iran to the great city and, according to his fancy,
uttered verses and made claims. He is but in manifest loss and
God willing, the loved ones of Truth must protect the
Sanctified House from the heedless hosts of the ungodly and
must counsel the pretenders.

error.

The Kitab-i-Badi’, which hath been revealed from the Source
of Divine Revelation through the tongue of one of the loved
ones, should be studied assiduously and promulgated among
the servants of God, that perchance they may turn from the
path of passion unto the way of guidance, and from the heights
of vainglory may seek refuge in the depths of humility and
submission.

It is evident that this Prisoner hath forsaken comfort, glory,
prosperity, life itself and the like for the life of the world, and
hath shown no compromise with anyone on earth in the Cause
of God, much less with others. Now must all unite to exalt
this all-embracing Word and, with the utmost diligence and
wisdom, engage in teaching God’s Cause with prudence and
forbearance. We beseech God to aid them in this. By My
life! Were they to become aware of this Revelation and its
sovereignty, they would be thunderstruck, let alone draw nigh
unto it. Most are ignorant to this day. None hath recognized
the divine Tree and its sovereignty, majesty and power, save
whom thy Lord willeth. Therefore an expounder is needed.
God willing, ye must occupy yourselves with serving the Cause
in a manner that befitteth and beseemeth it. We beseech God
to make thee a key to unlock the doors of hearts and minds,
and to aid thee to assist His Cause. He, verily, is the Mighty,
the Powerful. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken.

Likewise was revealed from the right hand of the Throne: O
Ali! From the day that the designated Tablet, which hath been
named the Cry, the Hour, and the Trump, was sent forth, the
idolaters and deniers have arisen with utmost scheming and
plotting. Though outwardly nothing is apparent, thy Lord
verily is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. With utmost de-
termination they have sought and continue to seek the Ancient
Beauty. In these days, each day witnesseth a fresh occurrence
in this land. By the truth of God, never hath there been, nor
shall there ever be, any grief from these matters and what-
With

soever hath occurred before or shall occur hereafter.
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such joy doth the Ancient Beauty sit upon the Most Great
Throne that were but a whiff thereof to waft over the inhab-
itants of earth, all would perish from delight, gladness and
ecstasy. However, the grief is that the servants are weak, and
the Truth, out of kindness and mercy, summoneth them to
the ultimate destination through an ocean of tribulations and
ordeal, yet these veiled souls perceive it not.

O Ali! Exert your utmost effort and protect the edifice of
the Cause from the thieves. Consider the physical house: if
its guardians be overcome by sleep, surely thieves will enter,
but if the guardians remain vigilant in their protection and
guard, they shall never gain access. Now it behooveth the sin-
cere ones among the loved ones of God to exercise the utmost
endeavor and protect God’s Cause and His edifice from the
thieves. Many a thief appeareth in the guise of a guardian. Be
ye vigilant and be not of the heedless. Say: Stand guard at
the gate, then drive away the evil ones with the flame of the
mention of My Name, the Mighty, the Impregnable.

And regarding the names that were mentioned, they were pre-
sented before the Throne, and supreme loving-kindness hath
shone forth from the Dayspring of the Cause specifically for
each one, and the Tongue of Grandeur specifically uttered
these words: “The glory of God be upon them.” However, in
these days, due to the severity of circumstances, the sending
of Tablets is forbidden. Yet I hope they will be revealed from
the Most Holy Court and dispatched. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

; Concerning what you wrote about Nabil, upon him be the glory

of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Glorious - it brought
much joy and gladness, for he is among those souls who spent
time in the presence of the Throne. Few are the souls who have
attained to that which he hath attained. By the truth of Truth,
this servant was much perplexed and saddened regarding his
situation, for there had been perfect fellowship and intimacy
with him. I greatly regretted the delay in mentioning him.
Praise be to God that after the arrival of your letter, sorrow
was transformed into joy. We beseech God to assist him to
make mention of Him, enable him to serve Him, and make him
a champion of His Cause among the worlds.

Convey infinite expressions of devotion and most glorious, most
exalted greetings from this evanescent one to Aga Muhammad
Hasan, his brother - upon them both be the glory of the All-
Merciful. I once heard specific mention of him from the Tongue
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of Grandeur, and from that time until now, mention of him
hath remained in the heart of this evanescent one.

As for what you wrote concerning the loved ones throughout
the inhabited earth, that all are steadfast in their love for God,
the Most Glorious - God willing, through your endeavors and
influence, they should be aflame at all times. Convey infinite
greetings to all from this evanescent one.

Regarding what you wrote about the daughter of His Name the
Luminous - upon him be the glory of God, the Most Glorious
- although that sanctified soul, upon him be the breezes of
intimacy, requested that she be counted among the servants of
the Most Holy House, this servant specifically presented this
matter before the Presence: “It behooveth that she be taken
by one who turneth unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”
Thus was the matter decreed by the Pen of Wisdom, and the
sun of permission shone forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s
utterance, the Most High, the Great.

Convey wondrous and sublime greetings specifically to the hon-
ored father and mother - upon them both be the mercy of God,
His blessings, His grace and His loving-kindness - and likewise
to the family members, upon them be the glory of God, His
remembrance, the radiance of God, His lights. And the spirit,
glory and splendor be upon you, O people of Baha and His
loved ones. May the spirit of the servant of Baha be a sacrifice
for you.
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 He is the Present One, He is the All-Seeing One!

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and mani-
fested the clear proofs and caused all things to speak of His
remembrance and praise. He it is Who revealed the Books and
sent forth the Messengers as a grace from His presence, and
made them guides for all people and lamps of guidance and
success. Through them the clouds poured forth their rain and
the earth yielded its fruits, and there appeared what had been
hidden in His knowledge and stored in the treasuries of His pro-
tection. We bear witness that there is none other God but Him,
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acknowledging His oneness and confessing His singleness. He
hath ever been in the heights of power, might and majesty, and
will ever abide in the exaltation of glory, grandeur and magnif-
icence. There is none other God but Him, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High.

And peace, shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of His
bounty, be upon His loved ones who were not held back by
the veils of the world from turning unto the Most Great Name,
and whom the might of nations did not frighten. They turned
with illumined hearts and radiant faces toward the supreme
horizon and uttered that which the Tongue of Grandeur had
uttered before the creation of all things: “Verily, there is none
other God but Him, the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.”

O people of God! The Wronged One remembereth you from the
precincts of the Prison and calleth you unto God, the Lord of
the worlds. He remembereth you with what hath been revealed
from His Most Exalted Pen and giveth you glad tidings of what
hath been ordained for you from the presence of a mighty and
ancient Lord. Hearken unto the call from the precincts of the
Prison, from the Lote-Tree planted in the land of saffron, from
the presence of the Most Merciful: Verily, there is none other
God but Him, the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Beware lest the veils of humanity hold you back from
the Lord of the Throne and Earth, or the conditions of those
who have denied the Day of Judgment cause you grief. Ye are
the hands of His Cause amongst His servants and the standards
of guidance in His lands. Know your stations, holding fast to
the grace of God, the Forgiving, the Generous. This is the Day
which was announced in God’s Books of old and of which every
trusted Messenger gave tidings.

O people of God! We counsel you with that whereby the
Cause of God shall be exalted among His servants and your
stations shall be made manifest among the peoples. Verily,
He is the Sincere Counsellor, the Compassionate, the Merci-
ful. Take hold of the Book of God with the power granted by
Him and follow not the desires of those who have turned to
the daysprings of idle fancies, turning away from His straight
path. This is He Who hath come with the Kingdom of Utter-
ance from the presence of the Most Merciful. Fear God and
be not of the heedless. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
unto My knowledge, soared in My atmosphere, and held fast
unto My strong cord. That which was promised in the Books
of God and concealed in His all-encompassing knowledge hath
appeared. Every secret hath been revealed and the ocean of
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knowledge hath surged among all possibilities. Exalted is the
Most Merciful, the Manifestation of this mighty Message.

O ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Muhammad! Hearken unto the Voice of the
Wronged One, and remind His loved ones of that which hath
been sent down from the heaven of the Will of their Lord, the
Master of this wondrous Day. Say: The Kawthar of life hath
flowed from the Pen of the All-Merciful. Draw ye nigh, O peo-
ple, and be not of the heedless ones. Beware lest anything
whatsoever debar you from the Lord of Names. Cast away
your idle fancies. By God! The horizon of the heaven of ut-
terance hath been illumined with the light of certitude. This
is a Day wherein naught shall profit you save this Name, at
Whose appearance all names have bowed down in submission,
whereupon the limbs of every heedless and remote one have
quaked. O people! Deprive not yourselves of the breezes of
the days of your Lord, the Mighty, the Great. The ocean of
knowledge hath surged, and the luminary of proof hath shone
forth from the horizon of the Will of your Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness that thou
hast turned towards God, the Lord of Names and Creator of
the heavens, and traversed land and sea until thou didst arrive
at a place wherein the remembrance of God, the Lord of all
who are in the heavens and on earth, was exalted, and didst at-
tain the presence of the Wronged One, and didst hear His call,
and didst succeed in reaching a horizon from which the Sun
of utterance hath shone forth by the command of One Who is
the Mighty, the Ancient of Days. Thou wert present, and didst
hear, and didst witness that which the divines and theologians
of Persia were prevented from attaining. Thus have We ex-
pounded the verses unto thee that thou mayest know and be
of the thankful ones. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having strength-
ened me, and made me to know Thee, and caused me to hear
and to see, and brought me near until I stood before the gate of
Thy bounty and grace, and attained unto that which most of
Thy servants were deprived of. O Lord! The light of Thy coun-
tenance drew me, and the fragrances of Thy Revelation seized
me, and separation from Thee weakened me, until Thou didst
bring me into Thy presence, and gave me to drink, and pro-
vided me with that which was inscribed by Thy Most Exalted
Pen in Thy Books and Tablets. O Lord! I beseech Thee by
Thy Most Great Signs, and Thy manifestations in the kingdom
of creation, and by the waves of the ocean of Thy utterance
amidst all possibilities, and the effulgences of the sun of Thy
proof upon all religions, that Thou deprive me not from at-
taining Thy presence and standing before the throne of Thy
grandeur. Then write down for me, O my God, that which
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Thou hast written for Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones,
whom neither the might of kings deterred from turning to Thy
Kingdom, nor the clamor of the peoples prevented from facing
the light of Thy dominion.

My God, my God! Thou seest me clinging to Thee, holding fast
to the hem of the robe of Thy grace, turning to Thy horizon,
and speaking Thy praise. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy
countenance to assist me to be steadfast in Thy love in such
wise that neither the doubts of Thy servants nor the signs of
those in the lands shall prevent me from drawing nigh unto
Thee and circling round Thy throne. My God, my God! I
know of a certainty that Thou didst create me to know Thee
and to exalt Thy Word and to arise to serve Thy Cause. I
beseech Thee in all conditions, O Thou the Most Exalted, the
All-Glorious, not to deprive me of that for which Thou didst
create me, and nurture me for its days, and strengthen me to
turn unto it.

By Thy might, O God of Names and Creator of heaven! Noth-
ing in the world gladdens me save the manifestations of Thy
grace, the tokens of Thy loving-kindness, the signs of Thy
mercy, and the evidences of Thy bounty and tenderness. I
beseech Thee, O Lord of Eternity and Sovereign of the world,
by Thy Most Great Name, to ordain for me all the good Thou
hast sent down in Thy Book. Verily, Thou art He Whom noth-
ing whatsoever can frustrate, nor can the Daysprings of Names
render powerless. Thou doest what Thou pleasest through
Thy sovereignty and ordainest what Thou willest through Thy
power.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by the fire in the hearts of Thy lovers
and the light of the countenance of Thy sincere ones to forgive
me and my father whom Thou hast caused to attain unto the
station Thou didst ordain for him. O Lord! Purify him through
that which hath flowed from the Pen of Thy grace. I testify
that Thy forgiveness hath encompassed all created things and
Thy mercy hath preceded all contingent beings. O Lord! This
is a day whereon the ocean of forgiveness hath surged before
Thy face and the clouds of bounty have rained the showers of
generosity and bestowal upon the hearts of Thy chosen ones. I
beseech Thee not to deprive him of the effulgences of the lights
of Thy generosity. Verily, Thou art He to Whose generosity all
things have testified. There is none other God but Thee, the
All-Bountiful, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.

O Ali-Muhammad! Give thanks to God for this supreme
bounty! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee from His
Most Great Prison and given thee tidings of that which all
the treasures of earth and all that the kings and rulers possess
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cannot equal. Give thanks to God by night and by day, then
make mention of Him at all times. He hath aided thee to turn
unto Him and hath made thee know His straight and manifest
path. Take thou the garment of utterance to the loved ones of
the All-Merciful, that they may discover from it the fragrance
of the bounty of their Ancient Lord, the All-Bountiful. Verily
He will aid them and will acquaint them with that which
most of mankind hath been prevented from knowing. To this
beareth witness the Truth, the Speaking, the Manifest One.

Make mention of Ha before Sin - upon him be My glory and
the loving-kindness of God, the Lord of the worlds. Say:
Thou wast mentioned before the Wronged One in the Most
Great Prison and hast attained that whose fragrance shall
endure as long as the Most Beautiful Names of God and His
supreme attributes endure. To this testifieth every discerning
one. Blessed art thou for having turned unto a station from
which the people have turned aside, though they were created
to serve His manifest Cause. They awaited My days through
centuries and ages, yet when the appointed time came and
I revealed Myself, they denied Me, rejected My verses and
turned away from My proof, until they pronounced sentence
to shed My blood with such injustice as caused the Supreme
Paradise and the dwellers of this exalted station to lament.
Hear thou the call, time and again, from the Supreme Pen:
Verily there is none other God but Him, the Speaking, the
All-Wise. Be thou steadfast in the service of My Cause and
vocal in My praise with the wisdom We have sent down in
the Holy Books and Tablets. Hold thou fast unto it in all
conditions, as bidden by the Mighty, the Bestower. Let not
the intimations and the power of princes sadden thee. Hold
fast unto the cord of the loving-kindness of thy Lord, the
Master of all creation. Soon shall the world and all thou seest
today perish, and there shall endure for thee that which hath
been ordained by the Pen of God, the Lord of Lords.

When thou hast attained unto My verses and found the breezes
of revelation, say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names, for
having mentioned me while Thou wert wronged at the hands
of them that disbelieved in God when He came with power
and sovereignty. Verily He will be with thee and will help thee
through His grace, and He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We have found the fragrance of thy love and thy turning unto
Him, and thy humility and submissiveness. We have mentioned
thee in verses that shall not be effaced throughout centuries
and ages. We beseech God to aid thee, make thee successful,
and grant thee the blessing of His presence. Verily He is pow-
erful over whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but
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Him, the One, the Chosen One. Thou didst desire to attain
the presence of the Wronged One, having been seized by the
breezes of revelation in the days of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. Give thanks unto God for having illumined the
horizon of permission with the sun of acceptance from thy Lord,
the Almighty, the Mighty, the Bestower. Fix thy gaze upon
the horizon of wisdom, as bidden by thy Lord, the Master of
the Day of Return.

5 We make mention of thy mother and give her the glad tidings

of God’s favors and bounty. Convey unto her face greetings
from the Wronged One. Verily, He is the Protector of every
servant who hath believed and every maidservant who hath
turned towards the Dayspring of Lights. O My handmaiden
and My leaf! Glorify thy Lord with praise, then make mention
of Him at eventide and at dawn. Verily, He hath made mention
of thee with a mention before which all mention hath bowed
down in humility. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for
having awakened me through the breezes of Thy Revelation
and enabled me to turn towards Thee, O Lord of Lords! I
beseech Thee not to withhold from me that which Thy Most
Exalted Pen hath ordained for Thy handmaidens who have
turned towards Thee in days when most of the inhabitants of
the land turned away from Thee.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! The Sun of loving-
kindness hath shone forth upon thee once again, as We desired
to make mention of thy wife, whose mention was made before
the Wronged One, Who hath called the people unto God, the
Lord of all men. O My handmaiden! Hearken unto My call.
Verily, He hath made mention of thee with a mention whose
fragrance shall endure throughout the duration of thy Lord’s
kingdom, the Subduer of winds. We beseech God to aid thee
and draw thee nigh unto Him at all times, and to ordain for
thee through His Most Exalted Pen the best of the hereafter
and of this world. Verily, He is the One with power over what-
soever He willeth. There is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the All-Forgiving.

7 O name of Ha and Sin! We have desired to make mention of thy

son, whom We mentioned before as a token of Our grace, and
I am the Mighty, the Compelling. We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to strengthen thee and enable thee to remember and praise
Him, and to ordain for thee that which befitteth His grace and
bounty. Verily, He is the Almighty, the Guardian over those
who are in the heavens and on earth.

And We make mention of thy daughter who hath attained the
honor of serving thee in the days of God, the Manifestor of clear
proofs. O My leaf! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee
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from the precincts of the Prison and calleth thee with the most
exalted call and summoneth thee unto God, the Dayspring of
verses. Blessed is the leaf that hath clung to the Tree of Proof,
and the servant who hath held fast to the cord of God, the
Lord of all religions.

And We make mention of thy other daughter and give her the
glad tidings of My loving-kindness which hath encompassed the
horizons. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to enable her and
ordain for her that which shall profit her in every world among
the worlds of her Lord, the Illuminator of lights. And We make
mention of My loved ones whom the doubts of the people have
not prevented from God, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.

This is a day whereon all things have spoken forth: “The ap-
pointed time hath come, and that which was hidden in God’s
knowledge, the Lord of existence, hath been made manifest.”
O people of God! His mercy hath preceded you as a bounty
from God, the Lord of the seen and unseen. Verily, He hath
aided you and drawn you nigh until He caused you to recognize
the ocean of His knowledge and the heaven of His grace and the
sun of His generosity, the Guardian over what was and what
shall be. Nothing whatsoever escapeth Him. He doeth what
He willeth by His sovereignty, and He is the Truth, the Knower
of things unseen. Not an atom’s weight in the heavens or in
the earth escapeth His knowledge. With Him is the knowledge
of all things in a Preserved Tablet. Take ye the chalice of salva-
tion in the name of your Lord, the Creator of all things, then
drink ye therefrom in defiance of those who have disbelieved
in the Witness and the Witnessed.

By God! The verses have been sent down and the signs have
appeared, yet the people do not understand. Rejoice in the
loving-kindness of your Lord and say: Unto Thee be praise and
glory, O Lord of Names, for having enabled us to recognize the
Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and guided us to Thy path
and drawn us nigh until Thou didst cause us to hear Thy most
sweet call which hath been raised betwixt earth and heaven.
We beseech Thee not to disappoint us of that which is with
Thee. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Loving, the All-
Forgiving. The splendor shining forth from the horizon of the
heaven of My dominion be upon you, O My loved ones, and
upon those whom neither ranks nor hosts have deterred from
turning to the Praiseworthy Spot.

O name of Ha and Sin, upon thee be My glory! We make
mention, at the end of the Book, of thy sister whose days in
this world have come to an end, and who remained subject to
the will of her Lord, the Sovereign of the Kingdom of Names
and the Ruler of all humanity. We beseech Him, exalted be
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He, to forgive her and purify her from the defilement of this
world, as a token of His grace. He, verily, is the All-Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Loving. Rejoice, O My handmaiden, in
that the Tongue of Grandeur hath made mention of thee in
this spot round which circle them that are nigh unto God. We
beseech Him to ordain for thee what He hath ordained in the
Most Exalted Paradise. He, verily, is the One Who has power
over whatsoever He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.
The glory be upon thee and upon those handmaidens who have
believed in God, the Lord of the Unseen and the Seen.
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In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be to God Who hath taught the art of exposition
through the mysteries of truth, caused to flow from the Pen
the symbols of knowledge and wisdom, and clothed in the
raiment of manifestation that which lay concealed within
existence. We praise Him with such praise as hath adorned
the preamble of the Primal Book and caused to shine forth
from the Daysprings of Reality the effulgences of the First
Creation, whereby the receptacles of being were immersed
in the depths of revelation and witness, and the essences
of things accepted the limitations of multiplicity, and after
testing and trial ascended unto the heights of understanding
and knowledge, forsaking their determined limitations and
soaring unto the heaven of sanctity on wings of detachment.

And blessings and peace be upon the Guarded Mystery, the
Hidden Symbol, and the Treasured Secret, Who in every world
among the worlds of God, the Mighty, the Exalted, is called by
one of the names of glory and majesty, and in every station is
described by one of the attributes of grandeur and magnificence
- He Who was honored by the address “But for thee, I would
not have created the celestial spheres,” and Who was adorned
with the words “When thou didst throw, it was not thou who
threw, but God who threw.” And peace be upon His family
and companions, an everlasting, eternal, ancient peace.

O God! O Thou through Whose Most Great Name every sick
one is immersed in the ocean of healing, and every abased one
is seated upon the throne of might and ascension! The mystics
and their hearts have been bewildered by the wonders of Thy
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manifest creation, and the wayfarers have wandered distracted
in the wilderness of knowing a trace of Thy firm wisdom. Thou
didst create existence from nothing by Thy Word of command,
and didst deliver them from the wilderness of the darkness of
ignorance through the radiance of the lights of Thy knowledge.
When Thou didst observe their inability to know what would
harm or benefit them, Thou didst send among them, by the
sovereignty of Thy power, pure spirits, luminous persons, and
spiritual temples in their form and likeness, that they might
teach them what would draw them nigh unto Thee and sanc-
tify them from all that beseemeth them not in Thy presence.
This was of Thy beauteous wisdom and Thy sublime grace and
compassion, for Thou hast never compelled anyone in anything,
but hast given all the choice of acceptance or rejection.

This being so, were the Manifestation of Thy Cause to appear
among them in His true spiritual reality and divine attributes,
none would have any excuse to reject His Cause, and all would
enter beneath the shadow of His Command without distinction
between the felicitous and the wretched, the spiritual and the
physical. Such acceptance would not be according to the seek-
ing and capacity inherent in the receptivities of the servants’
beings. Verily, Thy Name, the Just, must needs differenti-
ate between them in reward and recompense, for reward and
punishment are bound to deeds, and deeds are bound to inten-
tion, and intention is bound to the seeking of created things.
For this reason hath Thy consummate wisdom necessitated
the sending of Thy Prophets in human form, combining both
worlds, that the capacity, seeking and receptivity of existence
might be made manifest in accepting Thy grace and being il-
lumined by the lights of the Dawning-Place of Thy unity and
the Source of Thy singleness.

i I beseech Thee, O my God, to assist us to bear what Thou

hast entrusted to us of the trust of Thy love, and enable us
through Thy power and might to preserve it from the hands of
the thieves. Disappoint us not of Thy mercy, and drive us not
from the gate of Thy loving-kindness, for Thou hast named
Thyself the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate. There is
no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Generous.

O thou bird soaring in the atmosphere of love with the wings
of affection and the pinions of sincerity and unity! That which
was inscribed by the pen and traced upon the tablet in letters
from the book of the heart hath been received. When thy love
for the loved ones of thy Lord was confirmed, I was commanded
to write the reply. I have therefore complied with the decisive
decree, and God is He Who guideth to the path of truth.
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O thou beloved! T have seen thy letter and understood what
thou didst ask concerning the noble Qur’anic verse and the
true effulgence manifest in the mirrors of its holy words. Know
thou that for the verses of God, exalted be His glory, there are
meanings beyond counting and truths beyond reckoning. Were
one to desire to reveal that which lieth concealed within the
repository of utterance, all the pens in the world would prove
powerless to write, and all the scrolls of the nations insufficient
to record it. For those endued with knowledge and wisdom,
there is in every station an explanation.

Know thou furthermore that each letter of these sacred words
hath two aspects - one turning toward the inner meaning and
one toward the outer. Would that we could find attentive ears
and receptive hearts that could bear to hear the realities of
meaning contained within God’s Book and become illumined
by the lights of the suns dawning from the horizons of God’s
words! Alas! Alas! Due to the people’s lack of capacity, naught
appeareth upon the daysprings of the pages save a mere atom
of the effulgences of meaning contained within the verses of the
Lord of the Day of Judgment.

How can I reveal that which I have not been permitted to
disclose? Consummate wisdom requireth that explanation be
given only to seekers. Where is the seeking? And how can all
that is known be uttered when its time hath not come and its
people are not present? By thy Lord, the Lord of the heavens
and earth! The dove of utterance in this station hath melodies
that attract hearts and notes that cause souls to soar upon
hearing them. But alas! All regret! It cannot reveal its war-
bling for fear of the hunter of envy, the snare of malice, the
net of denial, and the arrows of objection and pride.

Since the tongue is fettered and utterance restrained, I shall
explain to thee one letter from the book of knowledge and
wisdom, leaving aside what is fundamental to the reality of
the Qur’an lest souls be disturbed and pillars shake, until the
time cometh and the steed of the Pen gallopeth in the arena
of exposition and explanation.

O thou questioner! Know that in these mentioned verses there
are multiple stations, from the blowing of the trumpet to the
illumination of the earth with light. With those possessed of
truth and knowledge, all these stations are established in every
world. Just as they confirm these in specific receptacles, so
too are they realized in absolute, abstract acceptances. As we
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believe these ranks in the return, we can determine them in
the beginning.

We say that the True One, exalted be His station, was alone
in His Essence and there was nothing with Him, as mentioned
in the sacred tradition: “I was a hidden treasure and loved
to be known, so I created creation that I might be known.”
When He loved to make Himself known and be described with
sanctification and transcendence, He created. He manifested
through the lights of His Name, the Creator, and the abstract
realities became determined in the world of the particles. In
that world, we interpret the first blast as the words “Am I not
your Lord?” and the swooning as from the grandeur of God’s
supreme Word. Then He blew a second time in the trumpet
of power with compassion and mercy, and lo! they arose [from
their graves] looking about.

O beloved friend! Know thou that created things, with their
varying degrees and diverse natures, accept manifestation and
visibility only in accordance with their receptivity, yearning,
and capacity. For among the essential and established divine
attributes is justice. Having affirmed this, we say: How can
existence be brought into being except in accordance with ac-
ceptance and acquiescence? For the matter resolves to one of
four possibilities: either compelling all to obedience, or com-
pelling all to disobedience, or compelling some to obedience
and others to disobedience, or giving each its due according to
the capacities of contingent beings.

5 The first two possibilities are invalid, for the purpose of creat-

ing contingent beings is the knowledge of God, exalted be His
station, and the intent of this knowledge is to convey benefit
and mercy to creation. Were we to assume compulsion in ei-
ther obedience or disobedience, free will would be eliminated,
and with its elimination obligation would be nullified, and with
its nullification reward and punishment would fall outside the
circle of righteousness. It befits not the Just and Wise One to
bestow paradise on one who has not performed what merits it,
or hell on one who has not done what warrants it. To grant
reward after compulsion to obedience is futile, for one has not
acted according to his capacity by choice but was compelled,
just as if you force someone to pray who would not have prayed
without compulsion - his prayer stems not from submission to
God’s command but from fear for himself. No rational being
would accept such superficial action, how much less the Just
and Wise One whose wisdom encompasses all atoms and whose
knowledge comprehends all contingent things.
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Similarly, compelling disobedience and then punishment dur-
ing the state of compulsion would be naught but miserliness,
and miserliness befits not the Merciful One whose mercy en-
compasses all and whose bounties overflow.

The third possibility is likewise invalid, for its existence would
establish preference, and preference without justification ac-
cords not with justice - glory be to the Just Ruler, that He
should favor some and deprive others.

Having invalidated these three possibilities, the fourth is es-
tablished: dealing with things according to their seeking, re-
ceptivity, station and capacity. This befits the Just and Wise
One, the Generous and Merciful One. If you desire clarifica-
tion of this truth, consider the lamp - suppose it represents
the Creative Word, and suppose the degrees of rays around it
represent determined essences. These rays, according to their
varying receptivities, are established in different positions of
proximity and remoteness - some in utmost nearness and con-
nection, some in furthest distance and separation, and some
in intermediate states. In the outpouring of the All-Bountiful
there is no disparity or increase or decrease; rather, the differ-
ences in degrees arise from variations in seeking.

This being the case, no argument remains for the remote one
against the Absolute Bestower, for according to his own accep-
tance and seeking has he settled in that station. Otherwise,
there is no suspension in the bounty of the Generous One, no
cause for distancing from the source of bounty and generosity,
no aversion of the Creator from the created without reason. As
God, exalted be He, has said: “Thou seest no imperfection in
the creation of the All-Merciful.”

When thou hast comprehended what We have mentioned and
understood what We have explained, thou wilt recognize the
dawning of the Divine Word upon the receptive vessels of cre-
ation in the world of the atoms, and thou wilt realize the first
blast in the forms of power and the second blast in the realm
of simplicity and mercy.

As for the swooning, except whom God wills, it is the swooning
of all contingent and determined beings except man, by the will
of the All-Merciful, as God the Exalted has said in the Holy
Qur’an: “We offered the Trust to the heavens and the earth
and the mountains, but they refused to bear it and were afraid
of it; but man bore it. Lo! he is unjust, ignorant.”
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And as for the mentioned rising, it is the response of all things
through their acceptance of what the Absolute Bestower has
given them according to their seeking, acceptance and capacity.

And as for the shining forth, it has manifold ranks and stations,
among them the manifestation of the Hidden Essence in the
realm of Divine Unity to Itself by Itself, and the contemplation
of Its Beauty and Majesty in that station by Its Own Being
unto Its Own Being without the existence of any of Its creation.
In this station “God was, and there was nothing besides Him,”
and now it is as it has ever been. And among them is the ap-
pearance of the true lights in the station of Divine Oneness in
the Muhammadan Reality, the First Determination and Mys-
tery of Eternity. He said, and His word is the truth: “But for
thee, I would not have created the spheres,” and “Thou didst
not throw when thou threwest, but God threw,” and He - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for Him - said: “I am He and He is
I, except that He is He and I am I,” and in another station:
“I was a Prophet while Adam was between water and clay.”
And among them is the appearance of the gleamings of light
upon the Tree of Sinai and the manifestation of His mighty
mystery to Moses, He Who spoke with God. Blessed be God,
the Mighty, the Wise. His bounty knows no cessation, nor His
mercy any delay.

O thou beloved! Whenever the Pen desires to reveal meanings
and wisdom, the exigencies of the time restrain its reins and
prevent it from revealing the realities of thy Lord’s verses. I
beseech God to make known to thee the reality of expression
without its appearing in the visible world. He is indeed the
Generous, the Bestower. There is no God but Him, the Gra-
cious, the Mighty, the Helper.

As for what is meant by “earth,” it is the earth of receptivity,
meaning that it shone with the light of the knowledge of its
Lord and perceived the manifestation of the Sun of Recognition
of its Creator according to its capacity and seeking. And as for
the rest of the blessed verse, it indicates the testing and trial in
this world, for this world is the world of experience and testing,
that the blessed may be distinguished from the wretched, light
from darkness, and the misguided from the guided. God the
Exalted has said: “And they did not become divided until after
clear evidence came to them - a Messenger from God reciting
purified pages.” Through the existence of tests, the balance
of justice is established, judgment is rendered among creation
with justice and grace, and His word is made manifest: “And
judgment will be rendered between them with truth, and they
will not be wronged.”
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O God! O Originator of existence and Sovereign of the unseen
and the visible! I beseech Thee by Thy all-encompassing mercy
and Thy prevailing and all-embracing compassion to open the
eyes of humanity that they may behold Thy Most Great Vi-
sion and turn toward Thy direction, detached from their desires
and holding fast to the cord of Thy commandments and ordi-
nances. Thou seest them in weakness and lowliness, O Thou
Who holdest the kingdom of might and power! Deliver them
from the depths of idle fancies and vain imaginings and guide
them to Thy path, O my Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Leave them not to themselves and their desires. Take their
hands with the sovereignty of Thy power, for in Thy hand is
the kingdom of grace and bounty. There is no God but Thee,
the Omnipotent over what Thou willest.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon the Mystery of Eternity, the
Bearer of the Most Great Name, and the Mystic Symbol con-
cealed and treasured, and upon his family and his companions,
with an enduring, eternal, everlasting, ancient peace.
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To: Haydar Qabl-i-Ali et al.

In My Name, Who speaketh in the midst of tribulations

True praise and the essence of glorification beseemeth and be-
fitteth the people of Baha, whom neither the riches, ornaments,
and colors of the world of creation prevented from turning to
the Most Exalted Horizon, nor were they hindered by the power
of tyrants and the authority of oppressors. Through the light of
piety and the penetrating influence of the Supreme Word, they
adorned the world with a new life and an enduring existence.
These are they whom the commerce of the world occupied not,
nor did it keep them from turning to the Ancient King. In
tribulations they are patient, and in adversities they are tran-
quil, inasmuch as they have detached themselves from creation
and clung unto the Truth. Exalted be their stations and sub-
lime their steadfastness! We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to elevate them among His servants and to adorn them
with the ornament of justice in His kingdom, and to ordain for
them that which will make them the letters of His Book and
the words of His Tablets. Verily, He is the Ruler over what
He willeth and the Commander of what He desireth. There is
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none other God but Him, the Possessor of all creation and the
Ruler over all lands.

O Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali, upon thee be My Glory! Thou hast ever
been and art still remembered in the presence of the Wronged
One. Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto that which
was recorded and inscribed by the Eternal Pen in the divine
Books. That which thou didst mention concerning the devo-
tion and enthusiasm of the loved ones in the Land of Alif and
Ra hath been heard. Praise be to God that from the earli-
est days the light of faith hath dawned, appeared and shone
forth from the horizon of that land’s heaven, and especially in
this time when from the heaven of bounty of the King of One-
ness wondrous and sublime verses have been sent down and
dispatched. We beseech God to give them to drink, from the
cups of His verses, the Kawthar of His knowledge, and from
the goblets of His utterance, the Salsabil of His love and good-
pleasure. And we beseech Him to aid them in that which will
cause the Cause of God to be exalted above all else.

A mention has been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen con-
cerning departure from the Land of Sad - the intention is that
prolonged stay is not permitted in a city wherein dwells the
Wolf. This word had previously issued forth from the King-
dom of God’s Command. Most princes and leaders outwardly
show love while inwardly they are engaged in stirring up op-
position. Glory be to God! Until now, the mighty deeds and
great favors of this Wronged One are not known and no one
is aware of them. For nearly forty years We have forbidden
the people of God from conflict, corruption, murder, plunder
and reprehensible deeds and actions, such that all would tes-
tify, were they to be fair, that the supreme grace hath been
manifested from this Wronged One. Previously, every year the
fire of war was ignited, as all have seen and heard. But after
this Wronged One’s arrival in Iraq, no one moved except as
this Wronged One desired. Despite the enmity of the heedless
and the hatred of the barking ones, not a soul arose to retaliate
or defend. The divine counsels and heavenly admonitions had
such effect that although they killed and martyred the friends,
the friends killed not but left matters to God. Nevertheless
neither government nor people showed satisfaction, as though
unaware of this deed and hitherto unconscious of this greatest
mercy and mightiest favor.

Ask ye God to grant awareness and bestow justice. In most
Tablets We have mentioned His Majesty the Shah - may God
assist him - and have beseeched protection and safeguarding for
him from God. In brief, the good deeds of this Wronged One
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remain concealed while manifestations of denial are countless.
What has happened that the ministers and princes pay no heed
to measures that would ensure the protection, preservation and
tranquility of the world and its peoples? Today one can hold
fast to matters that cause the permanence of government and
progress of nation, but future days shall not possess this virtue.
To this beareth witness He with Whom is the light of knowledge
and utterance.

;O Haydar-‘Ali! If thou wouldst for a few days repair to the

land of Kha and fix thy gaze upon wisdom, perchance there
might sprout and appear from the Sadratu’l-Muntaha a fruit
that would prove the means of mankind’s deliverance. The
revealed Tablet that was sent down in the name of His Honour
Nabil-i-Akbar, and likewise another Tablet specifically revealed
for His Honour Muhammad-‘Ali from the heaven of utterance
- if these are in thy possession, it would be well. In truth these
two Tablets are one and should be bound in a single volume,
along with such Suras and Tablets as are the cause of attraction
and joy, and the means of guidance and gladness. However, in
all circumstances the observance of wisdom is greater than all
else. Previously We wrote to thee concerning the preservation
of the Tablets, and there is no need to repeat it.

Two years ago in the verdant land, a certain person who was
known to this Wronged One sought to meet one of God’s loved
ones, his purpose being to understand and discover that which
was intended by this Most Great Revelation. He did meet with
one of the loved ones, yet from that meeting no fruit was gar-
nered, for the session ended in concealment and secrecy, and
due to wisdom the matter remained hidden. For wisdom there
is a known measure and limit, for if wisdom be observed to such
a degree, the people would remain deprived and excluded. In
all things moderation is necessary. Now if thou shouldst pur-
pose to journey to those parts to visit and meet the loved ones,
results would become manifest. Assuredly, a deed performed
for the sake of God will give rise to wondrous and sublime
effects and will be adorned with the ornament of influence.

Should some behold certain of the revealed Books, Verses and
Tablets, this would be well-pleasing and acceptable in the sight
of God, for most of the people, being unaware of the root of the
Cause, have been and continue to be held back from drawing
nigh unto God by the calumnies of the falsifiers and the claims
of the cawers. That which is incumbent upon all today is that
they should, for the sake of God, observe with their own eyes
that which hath appeared and been revealed, and should, in
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the path of God, be wholly devoted to protecting His servants,
that perchance the people of God may not be afflicted with the
vain imaginings of the Shi’ih faction. The names have become
idols of the people - these must be shattered and cast down by
the arm of power and might; and by power and might is meant
the power and might of wisdom and utterance. By the life of
God! This power hath been and remaineth triumphant, and
neither the ranks of the world nor the swords of the nations
can weaken or prevent it.

Verily thy Lord knoweth and declareth, but most people know
Ask thou of God that He may reveal the treasures de-
posited in the earth, and likewise men whom no power can
weaken, no strength can disable, and no veils or glories of the
earth can hold back. They aid the Cause through speech and
utterance. We testify that they are God’s loved ones in His
earth and His chosen ones in His lands. Blessed is he who
heareth and respondeth, and who acteth in accordance with
that which hath been enjoined in the Book.

not.

Concerning those souls for whom thou didst request Tablets,
some were sent previously, and now sacred Tablets have been
sent specifically for the souls A and R, sons of the late F,
and likewise for the sons of the departed R. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to aid them in His remembrance, His
praise and the service of His Cause. Verily, He hath power over
all things. The people of that land have ever been mentioned
in the presence of the Wronged One, but neither complete con-
cealment nor complete disclosure is desirable, for verily the
wolf howleth and the dog barketh. O Haydar-‘Ali! Supplicate
confirmation for all. In that land the seed of wisdom and utter-
ance hath been deposited. Soon will appear that which God,
the Lord of the worlds, hath purposed. In every land thou vis-
itest, make mention of the loved ones on behalf of the Wronged
One, that their hearts may be attracted by the remembrance of
God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. Make mention of
the loved ones of Shahrud. The glance of Our loving-kindness
is directed towards them.

We beseech God to preserve them all from the poisonous winds
of doubts. Consider the baseness of Hadi. He hath lately
uttered words which no discerning ear hath ever wished to
hear, nor will. Now “Mirror” and “Successor” and the like
have appeared. Say: Cast away these names that obstruct and
hold fast unto that which beseemeth the days of God. Today
the Speaker on Sinai is seated upon the throne of Revelation,
speaking forth, and the Tree is adorned with ripe fruits and
Say: O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by
Thy most great signs, by the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree,

is manifest.
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and by the shrill voice of Thy Most Exalted Pen, to assist Thy
loved ones to attain unto such steadfastness as shall not be
prevented by the hosts of doubts, nor by the ranks of allusions,
nor by names and attributes.

2 The people of Baha behold the truth and are detached and

free from aught else. The weak ones of the world have clung
to the calumnies of the past. They have turned away from the
ocean and cling to a pond. They are deprived of the rays of
the sun and have turned to the source of darkness. Justice and
equity have been laid to rest in Iran and are hidden from all
eyes and sight. O Haydar-‘Ali! These wronged ones were slain
in the land of Sad and ‘Ishq, yet they showed no opposition
nor raised a hand, but held fast to patience and resignation.
Nevertheless, the enmity of the people of Iran is observed to
be far greater and more complete than before. Upon return,
they did that which causeth the tears of those near unto God
to flow. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to adorn
His lands with His gifts, favors, bounty and loving-kindness.
Verily, He hath power over all things.

For forty years this Wronged One hath, by God’s will, exalted
be His glory, outwardly protected His Majesty the King. Yet
no fruit is visible and no trace is manifest. We thank and praise
and say: O Illuminator of existence and Concealer of matters! I
beseech Thee by the Dawning-Place of Thy Manifestation, the
Dayspring of Thy signs, and the Treasury of the pearls of Thy
knowledge and wisdom, to assist the heedless to turn toward
the ocean of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy grace. Then
ordain for them, O my God, that which Thou hast ordained
through Thy munificence and loving-kindness. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Unconstrained.

O Haydar-‘Ali! That which is needed today is to prevent the
servants from approaching the Most Exalted Horizon. In truth
I declare and with the tongue of reality I mention that every
lover who is enkindled with the fire of longing and attainment
must act according to what was previously mentioned. By the
life of God, in this case he will be recorded by the Supreme
Pen in the Crimson Book as one of those who have attained
His presence and meeting, and as one of the companions of wit-
nessing and hearkening. Give this glad tiding to the servants.
That which hath been revealed and flowed from the Pen of
God remaineth and endureth in such wise that neither efface-
ment shall overtake it nor change alter it. Verily thy Lord is
the Elucidator, the Compassionate, the Mighty, the Bestower.
The path is long and its hardships many. Today all must hold
fast to the Divine Word and cling to His Will. That which is
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revealed from the Kingdom of Command is beloved and to be
obeyed. Blessed are they that know and they that act.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to the loved ones of
that land, especially to him who soared in the atmosphere of
My love and shone forth from the horizon of detachment in My
days, and who drank the choice wine of revelation from the cup
of My bounty - he who was named ‘Ali before Haydar. Upon
him be the glory of God, the Lord of destiny and the Most
Sublime Vision. Indeed they have performed that which none
else hath manifested in this age. We beseech God to aid all to
that which befitteth this accepted and praiseworthy deed.

The letter of Jinab-i-Amin - upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness - arrived, but since outwardly there remaineth no
time, the answer is deferred to another occasion. They are
ever mentioned in the presence of this Wronged One and are
aided to serve. God willing, they may be as an ocean of bounty
unto all and as rivers of compassion and love towards every-
one. We have aforetime declared: “We have created souls in
various stages.” Therefore the Hands of the Cause must show
forbearance, for these are the days of Revelation when mercy
and kindness have preceded. His honor the Trustee hath shown
forbearance from his first arrival in the Most Great Ocean until
now. We beseech God to assist him and strengthen him with
the hosts of the seen and unseen to mention Him, praise Him
and serve His Cause, the firm, the impregnable.

Jinab-i-Ibn-i-Abhar shall remain in that land. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to make him a promoter of His
Cause in such wise that the tongues of all beings shall speak of
his mention, his arising, his steadfastness, and his humility and
submissiveness before God, the Lord of the worlds. We send
him greetings from this Most Exalted Station and give him the
glad tidings of what hath been revealed in this Clear Tablet.
O Ibn-i-Abhar! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of
destiny. The aforementioned household hath been mentioned
and hath attained unto the honor of acceptance. Give them
both My glad tidings and We beseech God to assist them and
ordain for them that which will draw them nigh unto Him.
Verily He is the Hearing, the All-Seeing. The glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My utterance be upon you,
O My loved ones, and upon My maidservants who have turned
unto God, heard, and believed in God, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Luminous.
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The Tablet of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting

He is the Rememberer, the Speaker, the All-Knowing

Praise be to God Who hath appeared from the Dayspring of
His signs, the Dawning-Place of His evidences, and the Source
of His commandments and ordinances. He is the One through
Whom mysteries were revealed, trees did speak, rivers did flow,
and oceans did surge. Blessed is he who hath attained unto His
knowledge, heard His call, and acted according to that which
was commanded in His Book. And woe unto him who hath cast
His Book behind him, disputed His verses, denied His proof,
and rejected His testimony whereby the doors of bounties and
favors were opened, and the Luminary of Justice shone forth
from all directions, and the Herald proclaimed: “The Kingdom
belongeth to God, the Lord of the Beginning and the End!”

The Light shining from the horizon of God’s will, the Lord
of Lords, and the Glory dawning from the horizon of Divine
Will and favors, and the glorification manifest from the tongue
of the Lord of creation be upon the hands of His Cause who
broke not His covenant and testament, who aided His Cause
amongst His servants, and who spoke His praise throughout
His lands. These are the keys to the doors of hearts and souls,
and the dawning-places of the names of God, the Sovereign of
sovereigns. Through them the clouds did rain, and the trea-
sures of the earth were revealed, and whatsoever was hidden
therein and concealed beneath its layers.

5 Glorified art Thou, O Lord of existence and the One Who

holdeth dominion over the seen and unseen! I beseech Thee
by Thy Most Great Name, through which the mysteries of the
Books and whatsoever was recorded in the Scrolls were made
manifest, to assist Thy loved ones to aid Thy Cause through
wisdom and utterance. O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy
power that hath encompassed all created things, and by Thy
might that hath surrounded all existence, to make me and Thy
chosen ones the standards of Thy guidance in Thy land and
the banners of Thy Cause amidst Thy creation.

Thou seest, O my God, what the oppressors and pharaohs have
wrought. O Lord! Take the reins of their pride in the grasp of
Thy power, and the bridles of their rebellion in the right hand
of Thy will. Aid the oppressed with Thy hosts, then protect
them from the evil of Thine enemies who have denied Thee and
Thy signs, and who have risen to frustrate Thy Cause. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and within
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Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens and on
earth. There is none other God but Thee, the Supreme, the
Most Exalted, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of My love! As to what
they have mentioned regarding the enthusiasm of the friends
in that land, praise be to God, they have drunk the choice wine
of utterance from the hands of the bounty of the Goal of all the
worlds, and have attained unto that which God hath revealed
in His Books. Illumine each one of them with the light of ut-
terance from the Wronged One. They are the primary temples
who have drunk the Kawthar of utterance from the hand of
the bounty of the Dawning-Place of the Light of Oneness, and
who have attained unto the station of maturity through the
aid of the Most Exalted Word. We have mentioned them be-
fore, and at this time with verses from each letter of which
have flowed the rivers of wisdom and utterance throughout all
possibility. Blessed are they and happy are they. We bear
witness that they have attained unto the hearing of My sweet-
est call and the rustling of My Most Glorious Pen. These are
servants whom God hath described in His Books of old and to
come. Verily, He is the Protector of those who do good, and
He wasteth not the reward of the doers of good.

We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid them to
achieve such steadfastness as cannot be shaken by the hosts
of the world nor the power of the nations. Verily, He is the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

Mention hath been made of him who remembereth and counse-
leth. Verily, he hath attained unto acceptance and hath spoken
in remembrance and praise. We beseech God, blessed and ex-
alted be He, to strengthen him with the hosts of utterance and
to guard him through His might and power which have encom-
passed all regions. O [...]! Verily We have heard thy call and
made mention of thee aforetime in a Tablet that hath shone
forth from the luminous horizon of God’s loving providence,
the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is the tongue that hath spo-
ken My remembrance, and the heart that hath attained the
warmth of My love, and the eye that hath been honored to
behold My traces, and the hand that hath taken My Book,
detached from the earth and its ornaments, its favors and its
wealth.

O Ta, the Wronged One maketh mention of thee from the
precincts of the Prison with that which shall assist thee to
quicken souls once again and to refine them. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Knowing Speaker. Say: O people, cast away what
ye possess of idle fancies and vain imaginings, and take what
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hath been given you from God, the Lord of the mighty Throne.
Say: My God, my God! Illumine the hearts of Thy servants
with the lights of Thy knowledge and adorn their heads with
the crowns of Thy love and their temples with the robes of
detachment in Thy days. Verily Thou art the Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise.

God willing, may His glory be glorified, may He ordain for
that honored one the living waters. O concourse of the dead!
May they attain unto new life through the breezes of utterance.
Verily He is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

2 Mention was made of Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn who hath intended

to attain the Most Exalted Horizon. Blessed is he and well is it
with him. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid
him to serve His Cause and to adorn him with the ornament
of steadfastness in such wise that the names shall not prevent
him from their Owner, their Quickener and their Ordainer.

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, hearken with the ear of thy soul to the call
of the Wronged One [...] The year the Shi'ih faction was de-
voted to mere names while heedless of the Truth [...] Pride
reached such a state that they [...]| When the dawn of the Day
of Manifestation broke, all inflicted upon the Dayspring of Di-
vine Revelation and the Fountainhead of heavenly inspiration
that which caused the white stone to lament |[...]

Say: My God, my God! I testify to Thy Manifestation and Thy
establishment upon the throne of knowledge at the midmost
heart of contingent being, and to Thy standing before the faces
of all religions. I beseech Thee, O Lord of the Kingdom and
Sovereign of might, by Thy Name through which Thou didst
subdue the hearts of the nations and by the light of Thy Cause
wherewith Thou didst illumine the world, to protect me from
the evil of the oppressors. O my Lord! I am Thy servant and
the son of Thy servant. I have turned to Thee, detached from
all else but Thee, and I desire from Thee the wonders of Thy
bounty and bestowal. O my Lord! Disappoint me not from the
ocean of Thy utterance and the sun of Thy generosity. Verily
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

5 Mention was made of his honor Ibrahim. We make mention

of him from this most exalted station and give him the glad-
tidings of that which hath been sent down for him from the
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heaven of God’s utterance, the Lord of all worlds. O Ibrahim!
Hear the call from the Most Exalted Pen - sovereignty be-
longeth unto God, the Mighty, the Wise. We beseech God
to grant thee the heavenly table that hath been sent down
from the heaven of the bounty of thy Lord, the Generous, for
it is His utterance through which the hearts of those who are
nigh and the sincere ones have been attracted. Say: Praise
be to Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink of Thy
sealed wine and for having made known to me Thy straight
path. I beseech Thee to adorn me with the ornament of trust-
worthiness amongst Thy creatures, then open before my face,
through the key of Thy Most Great Name, the doors of grace
and |[...]

Bounty and generosity are Thine, verily Thou art the One with
power over whatsoever Thou willest. There is no God but Thee,
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the Omnipotent. O Ghulam-
Qabl-Husayn! We have counseled the friends of God, both
past and present, in numerous Tablets concerning trustworthi-
ness, religious devotion and chastity. However, most heeded
not what God counseled and exchanged righteousness and god-
liness for [...] and wickedness. Soon shall they find themselves
The bounty of this Revelation has been be-
yond [...]. [...] what strife, contention and corruption have
been strictly forbidden in the Holy Books and Tablets. We
beseech God that He may aid thee in that which will cause the
sanctification of the servants and the exaltation of His Word.
Verily He is the Helper, the Counselor, the All-Wise.

in manifest loss.

O Rida-Qabli! He who loved Me made mention of thee, and
We make mention of thee with wondrous mention. The hori-
zons have been filled with the signs of thy Lord, the Master of
the Day of Meeting, yet the people are in evident doubt. We
beseech God to aid thee to rend all veils asunder and draw thee
nigh unto Him. Verily He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

We make mention at this time of him who was named ‘Ali, then
of him who hath raised in the edifice of God that which none
of My Branches hath raised - he who was named Badi’u’llah
in My perspicuous Book. We beseech God to protect them
both and aid them in that which befitteth this blessed, mighty
and wondrous Day. Verily He heareth that which proceedeth
from the mouths of His servants. Thy Lord is, in truth, the
All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

O My loved ones! This Day is the Day of assistance, albeit
through wisdom and utterance. We counsel all to such deeds as
will cause the peoples of the world to turn towards Him. Some
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in various regions have departed from wisdom. We beseech
God to grant them success and aid them in that which will
attract the hearts of His servants. Verily He is the Mighty, the
Omnipotent.

O Khalil! Upon thee be My glory and mercy. Each of the souls
mentioned hath attained unto the Most Great Remembrance
[...]. Today the station of the Word of God is not known to
some. Blessed is the affliction of one who hath attained unto
this with evident certitude. Know ye that every word [...] that
hath issued forth from the mouth of the Will in the name of
anyone is like unto a lofty, towering and blessed Tree, whose
fruits, signs and leaves are ever fresh and verdant. Blessed are
they that understand and they that have attained.

The glory that hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of
My Kingdom be upon you, O My loved ones, and upon those
whom the names have not prevented from drawing nigh unto
God, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Blessed art thou for that which We
have caused to appear through thee of the pearls of wisdom
and utterance, and that wherewith the ocean of exposition
hath surged throughout creation. Exalted is the All-Merciful
Who hath caused all things to speak even as the Tree of the
Mount spoke unto Moses, son of ‘Imran. Make mention of him
who loved Me and drank the choice wine of reunion from the
hand of My bounty when he was present before the Wronged
One with such humility as caused all directions to bow down
before it. Verily, he was named ‘Ali-‘Askar in the Book of
Names by God, the Revealer of verses. Blessed art thou for
having inhaled the fragrance of utterance and having set thy
face towards the Ultimate Goal and the Supreme Summit, until
thou didst attain His presence and win that which most of the
servants were debarred from. We made mention of thee before,
and We make mention of thee now with that which causeth
the hearts of them that are nigh to be attracted in the Tablet
of God, the Lord of lords. Be thou steadfast in the Cause of
thy Lord in such wise that the might of |...]

The Glory which hath dawned from Us be upon thee and upon
those who have turned towards thee and have said: “Praise be
unto Thee, O Lord of all mankind!” We make mention of Our
loved ones in Mim and Ya and give them glad tidings of that
which hath been ordained for them by the Most Exalted Pen
in the Books and Tablets. Blessed art thou, O Land of Mim
and Ya, by reason of that which God hath manifested in thee
through His beloved one who was named with Alif and Ha,
whose mention We have sent down in the Crimson Scroll from
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My Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he and blessed is he who
loveth him, as decreed by the Lord of creation.

Verily, We have mentioned and continue to mention Our loved
ones there who were not held back by swords from drawing
nigh unto God, the Dayspring of Inspiration. Take ye the cup
of steadfastness from the hand of bounty, then drink therefrom
in the name of your Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower. Grieve
not over that which hath proceeded from every lying impostor
who hath exchanged trustworthiness for treachery and truth
for falsehood. Indeed, they have cast the Book of God be-
hind their backs and have denied His verses, before which all
remembrances bow down when they are revealed. Rejoice in
My remembrance, then aid Me through deeds from which the
fragrance of acceptance is wafted. Thus hath the Pen spoken
while the Wronged One was in the hands of the wicked. The
splendor of the All-Merciful shall come upon you.

O friends of that land! We have made mention of you and
continue to do so. Blessed is the face that hath turned, the
heart that hath advanced, the tongue that hath spoken, and
the hand that hath taken hold of My perspicuous Book. These
are the days of revelation and He Who conversed on Sinai is
seated upon the throne of utterance. Strive ye, that haply ye
may attain unto that which is everlasting and enduring.

i Jinab-i-Amin - upon him be My glory and loving-kindness -

hath repeatedly made mention of the friends of that land and
its surroundings and hath sent word to the Most Holy Court.
We beseech God to assist you to remain steadfast in His Cause
and to adorn you with the ornament of His bounty. Today the
Pen is in joy, and the Tablet in rapture and delight. Blessed
is the soul that hath been awakened by the call of the Most
Exalted Pen and hath arisen to serve the Cause of God.

Give thanks unto your Lord for this great bounty and this
loving-kindness which hath no peer in all creation nor likeness
among His servants. Make mention of the devoted handmaid-
ens on behalf of the Wronged One and illumine them with the
lights of the utterance of Him Who is the Goal of all existence.
The resplendent and gleaming Light shining from the horizon
of the heaven of proof be upon you, O My loved ones, and
upon you, O My handmaidens, and upon all who are steadfast
in all regions in the Cause of God, the Lord of Names and
Attributes.
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To: Mulla Sadiq Kandi

He is the Compassionate, the Answerer, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise

Praise be to God Who hath opened wide the portals of arts
and knowledge through the key of His Most Holy, Most Great,
Most Glorious Name, whereby He hath pitched the pavilion
of glory at the most exalted station in the realm of creation,
and through which He hath caused the waves of the ocean
of utterance to surge, and the stars of the heaven of divine
knowledge to shine, and the sun of remembrance to shed its
radiance, and the earth of certitude to yield its treasures, and
the mountains their mines. Exalted, exalted is He Who hath
revealed through it the mysteries of His Book and that which
lay hidden in His knowledge and was veiled from the eyes of
His servants. Praise be to God Who hath opened upon the
countenance of His Glory the gate of His tribulation and des-
tiny, and sent down upon Him from the heaven of His bounty
the verses of His grace and the standards of His utterance. He,
verily, is the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Not a thing escapeth His knowledge. He adorneth whomsoever
He willeth with the ornament of His bounty and generosity,
and divests whomsoever He pleaseth of the garments of His
might and majesty. He, verily, is the Sovereign, the Mighty,
the Bountiful. There is none other God but Him, the Single,
the One, the Powerful, the All-Wise. We bear witness that
there is none other God but Him, and that He Who hath come
from the horizon of the heaven of utterance is the Hidden Secret
and the Treasured Mystery, at Whose manifestation all things
proclaimed: “The Kingdom is God’s, Lord of the Throne on
high and of earth below, the Lord of the world to come and of
this world.”

O thou who standest before the Gate and who, in thy final goal,
seeketh after God, the Lord of all men! Know thou that We
bear witness that thou hast drunk the choice wine of the love of
God, the Lord of the worlds, and hast turned toward His hori-
zon while most of the people were turning away. We beseech
Him, exalted be He, to strengthen thee with His sovereignty
and to aid thee in manifesting His Cause in such wise that
thou mayest arise before the faces of His servants and take
the chalice of utterance from the hands of the bounty of thy
Lord, the All-Merciful, and drink therefrom despite those who
denied Him Whom the Concourse on High and the dwellers of
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the Most Exalted Paradise have recognized, as well as those
who circle round the Throne of their Lord, the Mighty, the
Bountiful, at eventide and at dawn.

Say: O people of God! By the life of God, We had taken for
Ourself a brother and aided him to serve Our Cause before Our
face, and revealed for him that which diffused the fragrance of
God’s utterance throughout all else. We then raised him to a
station beyond which the stations of the servants and the reach
of those in all lands were cut off. But when he saw himself in
that most holy, most noble, most mighty, most exalted station,
pride seized him until he turned away from God, the Lord of
the Day of Resurrection and He Who conversed on Sinai. I
beseech Thee, O God of the world and Desire of the nations,
to aid him and those who turned away to return unto Thee
and to repent at the door of Thy mercy. Thou knowest that
I summoned him in all conditions unto Thee until he drew
against Me the sword of hatred and there appeared from him
that which caused the limbs of all things to quake. O Lord!
Help him to return to the door of Thy mercy, which Thou hast
opened through Thy Most Great Name unto all peoples. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

i O thou who gazeth toward the horizon of utterance and who

holdeth fast to the cord of the loving-kindness of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful! Know thou with certain knowledge that the
Wronged One desireth naught but the exaltation of the Word
of God and the manifestation of His Cause amidst His servants.
By this hath the fire of envy and hatred been kindled. Beseech
thou God, thy Lord, to quench it through the living waters
of His utterance. Verily, He is the One Who hath power over
whatsoever He willeth through His mighty and wondrous Word.
Blessed art thou, O Sadiq, in that God hath aided thee to turn
unto Him, to hold fast to His cord, and to cling to the hem of
His mercy.

Hear thou in the Persian tongue the divine call from the direc-
tion of the Prison of ‘Akka. Verily it draweth thee unto a sta-
tion wherein the ranks of the world and the doubts of nations
shall not prevent thee from drawing nigh unto the All-Informed
One. All created things bear witness that this servant’s pur-
pose in arising and bearing the wrongs of mankind hath been
that bonds might be loosened and the captive set free. Should
any soul deny or stray from its shelter, it mattereth not; nay
rather, we are grateful, for afterwards the difference will be-
come clear and distinction made between pearl and potsherd.
Say: O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy radiant light.
O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy all-embracing re-
membrance and by Thy dawning, gleaming Name to transform

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ESEYRPI POV
DSy Jee V1 G OB 5

o L bl B i) o il om b 3
A U5 5 VL’\ EAR PRy Y Y
ataéjffo\yl.«gﬁu\ Ok o ppm e
@bl o sl Slalas ae kil (U.» Jd!
¢LA\ J\Séwdi)a\é:ﬁ,ﬂéy
QI sl edst QN 2N o s s
K1 o, oy S & o ol Ol
O o1 3 ey Ll 1 Sl 00 G
WY, S e M el 2l Gl 505
fé“fJG‘éﬁ&‘&%)vlusﬂ
Lol G e Jo 01 IS UIY
LAV (1 p 4 Suml b e b
s Gl Saay 0L Al g ) o 4y
sl il S e (el Sl

Jladl 5l

bt Sl ol sl A BUI L)L 6

L pglall &) S do el o K ale
Ll ol el il 2 Sl I s
A el Tl aed | b el UG
Jdo sl s &) sl 7S K .C"_uizj
Bolo b S G5k ol ) i T Lo
e K3, Al ) el Sl L

oy Sl

Ko ookt 1, Al ln sl ol
Dsie Sat ¥ i I i 4l g
SA Al e e Sl 5 W
£y dade ©old Slsgr e o )
STpb b oy pl ) a3 pale
b o 335 ST 58S 5 558 5l b
Gt 2 255 o JUSIPIEY
Cile |y Gp M 5§ ar e O b
S dae Sl Sy 99 Cale s ot
P A bl Sy Sl A
o G2 Sl meld) ST S

122



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00436

the abasement of Thy loved ones into glory and their weakness
into strength. Thou art verily the Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the Wise. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by
the poverty of Thy lovers to open before their faces the gates
of Thy wealth. Thou art verily the Bountiful, the Generous. O
Lord! I beseech Thee by the Word whereby were attracted the
hearts of all things and the souls of all beings, and by the Light
whereby were illumined the hearts of the sincere ones, and by
Thy sovereignty wherewith Thou didst subdue all names, to or-
dain for me by Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall abide
with me in every world of Thy worlds. Thou art He to Whose
power testifieth all in existence, both seen and unseen. There
is none other God but Thee, the Bountiful, the Generous.

We beseech God to aid thee to serve His Cause and to enable
thee to hold fast unto whatsoever leadeth to the exaltation of
His Word and the manifestation of His Cause. Say: O people!
By God, the Promised Day hath come and the Book hath been
sent down and the Throne hath been adorned by the Lord of
all men, yet doubt stirreth in hearts. This is naught but a
wondrous matter. O people! The Day hath come and the
Self-Subsisting calleth out: The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord
of Lords! O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Should
anyone ask thee concerning the Ark of God, say: Verily it is
amidst the waves. Thus did My tongue speak aforetime in
the kingdom of My utterance, and at this moment: Verily My
brother whom We reared over successive years hath risen up
before the kingdom of utterance and committed that which
caused the near ones and the sincere to weep at eventide and
at dawn. Thus did the Wronged One suffer at the hands of
him whom We had raised to the most exalted station. Would
anyone deny what hath flowed from the Pen? Nay, by My life,
save he who casteth justice behind him, clinging to tyranny and
oppression. I beseech Thee, O Joy of the World, to transform
the sorrows of Thy servants into gladness. Thou art verily
the Kind, the Forgiving. Take once again the cup of utterance
from the hand of the bounty of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, then
drink therefrom in His Name through which He subdued the
kingdoms of wisdom and utterance. He is verily the Powerful
through His sovereignty and the Manifest through His signs.
There is none other God but He, the Commander, the Wise.

O Sad! This is a Book that calleth out from every direction:
O Manifestations of Names and Attributes! The Revealer of
Verses hath come with the standards of knowledge and wisdom.
Nothing escapeth His knowledge. He heareth the call of His
loved ones and answereth them through His grace and mercy.
He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. O thou
who gazest upon the Countenance! We bear witness that thou
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didst attain and win the choice wine of immortality from the
hands of bounty and what is in the Crimson Scroll from the
Pen of God, the Lord of all men. Thou art he whom God
did strengthen to turn towards Him in His days, and caused
to speak His praise, and revealed unto thee what was hidden
from all eyes and sight.

As to what was asked concerning the blessed word “He” ap-
pearing in the garment of “I,” and hidden in “I am the One
Witnessed,” and its restriction in this Revelation: For the
Daysprings of Divine Revelation and the Manifestations of His
Cause there is, in every station, an utterance, and at every
rank, a mention. At times they speak with “Verily, I am God,”
and at other times they utter “I am a servant who hath believed
in God.” Since this word hath been revealed in this Dispensa-
tion, it is specific thereto. For the birds of the Paradise of
inner meanings, it is a melody when they are seated upon the
throne of “I have with God a station,” speaking with an utter-
ance transcending the limited expressions current among men.
The aforementioned word is but a single word, yet in the eyes
of those endowed with insight, it hath been revealed from the
King of Words through the Dawning-Places of Divine utter-
ance, according to time and station, that which the world of
existence is powerless and incapable of comprehending.

O thou who dwellest in My vicinity and drinketh the choice
wine of My utterance! This Wronged One hath not attended
schools nor engaged in formal discourse. Out of pure bounty
to thee are these few words mentioned and shall continue to
be mentioned. In stations where they regard the purpose of
creation and its effects, they ask about all matters and man-
ifest the utmost servitude. And when they behold the signs
deposited within existence, they speak that which transcen-
deth comprehension and minds. Thus it is that in one station,
looking toward the expression of humility, submissiveness and
utter poverty, they utter “My Lord, show me,” and the pur-
pose of this word is to express powerlessness, nothingness and
evanescence before the manifestation and appearance of the
might and grandeur of God, exalted be His glory.

In brief, the Manifestations of God at times express power,
wealth and independence, and at times they express weakness,
poverty and evanescence. The purpose of these two stations,
two mentions and two utterances hath been and is to demon-
strate the power and might of God, exalted be His glory.

As to what was asked concerning the blessed verse about the
Son of Mary, this word is clear and evident. According to the
opinion of the learned ones, it is a rhetorical question meaning
“Didst thou say...?” Since the followers of Christ believe in the
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trinity, meaning the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, therefore the
purpose of the verse was to reject the statements and beliefs
of that people. In the innermost mystery He says: “Glory be
unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! Thou knowest what is in my
soul, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. I seek
Thy forgiveness for what the heedless say. Glory be unto Thee!
I am of those who repent.”

And as to what was asked concerning the verse “God forgiveth
not that partners should be set up with Him; but He forgiveth
anything else,” it is incumbent in this day upon this party to
beseech from the Truth that He may enable them to attain unto
true Divine Unity. Every soul who fixeth his gaze upon and
cleaveth unto God, glorified be His majesty, and Him alone, is
reckoned before God as one of the people of unity and is ac-
cepted; otherwise he is accounted among the idolaters. Thus
were the Shi’ih party idolaters while they counted themselves
believers; they were ignorant while they deemed themselves
learned. From the recompense of deeds on the Day of Judg-
ment, the stations of that party are manifest and evident as
the sun. And as to what thou didst mention concerning the
Unseen and the knowledge of the Prophets, there hath been
and is no doubt that knowledge of the Unseen is exclusively
reserved to the Ancient Being, glorified be His majesty, and
all the Prophets unanimously acknowledge this fact. “None
knoweth the Unseen save He” is established and proven. Like-
wise the blessed verse “No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp
is over all vision,” for the impenetrable Unseen hath been and
ever shall be hidden, and outward vision is powerless and inca-
pable of beholding and comprehending it. These outward eyes
have not been and are not capable of beholding even outward
things, much less that which is concealed behind the veils of
the Unseen.

The Wronged One testifieth with His outer and inner tongue
that “No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vi-
sion, and He is the All-Subtle, the All-Informed.” Both the
outer and inner eye are powerless and incapable of beholding.
If thou wouldst hear from Me, purify thy heart and pen and
tongue from that which beseemeth not the days of God, then
confine thy affairs to teaching His Cause and guiding His cre-
ation. And now that honored one should speak of that which
causeth eagerness and longing, and is the cause of ascent and
elevation in those immersed in the sea of sanctity. These men-
tions are the cause of pause. We beseech God to give thee to
drink of a cup whose effect shall sanctify thy being from the
words of them that are veiled, and purify thine essence from
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the doubts of the suspicious ones and the uncertainties of the
barking ones.

There hath been and is no doubt that in this Most Great Reve-
lation there hath appeared that which existed not before. The
Cause hath attained to such a station that the Primal Point -
may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for Him - hath spoken
“I am the first of the worshippers.” We beseech of the Truth
that He may sanctify that honored one through the Kawthar of
holy utterance. Verily He is powerful over all things. Say: My
God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having guided me unto
the horizon of Thy manifestation and caused me to hear Thy
sweetest call and the rustling of Thy Most Exalted Pen. My
Lord! Rear me according to Thy will and not my will. Then
make me a standard of Thy Name in Thy lands and an ensign
of Thy Cause amongst Thy servants. I testify to my poverty
and Thy wealth, my powerlessness and Thy might. T beseech
Thee by Thyself and by Thy signs and Thy standing before
the faces of Thy creation, to remember me in all conditions at
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Thy mention, O Thou through Whose Name the Mother Book
hath spoken in the final abode.
ABIE.362x, DAS.1913-09-27x
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May my spirit be sacrificed for you! Sl S s,y

The blessed letter that you had previously sent arrived later,
bringing joy to heart and soul. Praise be to God, once again the
holy spiritual breezes and true intimations of divine compan-
ionship were inhaled from the paradise of meaningful love. I
was blessed with the jewels of wisdom and utterance, and with
exquisite novel expressions and sublime words. That which you
confided in God, your Lord, was repeatedly presented before
the Throne, time and time again. Once more, countless suns
of favor have risen and shone forth from the horizon of grace
of the King of Names, specifically for your honor. Blessed be
your tongue for having mentioned the Beloved of the worlds
and for having spoken with the raptures of those attracted and
the melodies of the yearning ones. By God, through these the
hearts of the sincere were attracted and the souls of the lovers
were enthralled.

Regarding the names previously mentioned, unique and won-
drous Tablets were revealed and sent for each one. Blessed are
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they, for their names were mentioned by the Pen of Revela-
tion and the gaze of God was directed toward them from this
Great Prison. However, the names were not mentioned in the
Tablets, for wisdom’s sake. Your honor may dispense them
as appropriate, for each Tablet is specifically for one of those
names that were mentioned before the Throne, and their names
have been recorded in a mighty Tablet. As for the names of
the people of S that you wrote about in your subsequent letter,
God willing, they will be revealed and sent later. That beloved
one should not mention divine favors to all until the Tablets
arrive. And regarding the Tablets that you mentioned Aqa
Mirza ‘Ali-Naqi had requested, wondrous and sublime Tablets
were revealed and sent. Give him the glad-tidings and convey
infinite greetings from this evanescent one.

Again it hath been revealed from the right hand of the Divine
Command: Some people have been and are requesting special
worldly ornaments from the Most Holy Court, and this is ex-
ceedingly far from justice and fairness. From the beginning of
this Revelation until now, never have We made any intimation
to anyone regarding such matters - holy is the hem of the Cause
from the mention of such things, much less their practice. It is
incumbent upon all to counsel such souls and to declare unto
them what cometh from God. The Herald of Divine Unity pro-
claimeth from the realm of Godhead: O ye loved ones! Soil
not the holy hem with the clay of earthly things, and speak
not according to the promptings of self and desire. I swear
by the Sun of the horizon of the Cause, which shineth with
utmost brilliance and light from the heaven of the prison, that
they who have turned to the Qiblih of existence must today
be sanctified and detached from the seen and the unseen. If
they engage in teaching, they must do so with pure intent, in
a spirit of complete detachment and independence, with lofty
purpose and a sanctified nature, turning to all regions with
the fragrances of the All-Possessing. It behooveth such souls
to make their provision trust in God and their raiment the love
of their Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, that their
words may take effect.

5 Those souls who today fix their gaze upon the desires of self
and the ornaments of this vanishing world are seen to be ex-
ceedingly remote. In most times, there have been no outward
ornaments in the court of the All-Merciful, and those who cir-
cled round were in great hardship. Nevertheless, never hath
there shone forth from the Dayspring of the Supreme Pen any
mention of the world or word indicating it. And if any soul was
blessed to send a gift to the Most Holy Court, it was accepted
as a token of grace, although were We to desire all the riches of
earth and take possession thereof, none would have the right
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to question it. No deed hath been or will be more abhorrent
than to beg among people in the name of God. It is incumbent
upon that soul and the friends of God to summon the people to
the most great detachment and the most great sanctification,
that the fragrance of His most glorious Robe may be inhaled
from His loved ones. However, the wealthy must be mindful
of the poor, for the station of the patient among the poor is
great in the sight of God. By My life! No station can equal
it save what God willeth. Blessed is the poor one who is pa-
tient and concealing, and blessed is the rich one who giveth
and preferreth others.

God willing, the poor should strive and engage in crafts and
trades, for this hath been made obligatory upon everyone in
this most great Revelation and is accounted among good deeds
in the sight of God. And whoso acteth upon it, the hidden
assistance of God will assuredly encompass him. He enricheth
whomsoever He willeth through His grace. He, verily, hath
power over all things.

Likewise, from the Dayspring of the merciful Will, words have
shone forth concerning the protection of souls and the educa-
tion of the people of the nation and realm, the benefits of which
shall reach all who are on earth, were they to hearken to what
hath been sent down from the heaven of the Command. At
present it is not expedient that these be sent. They remain
suspended in the heaven of Will until such time as the divine
Purpose shall determine they be sent. The Command is in His
grasp. Strive earnestly in the education of souls, for this hath
been and shall remain among the most important of all things.

And glory be upon thee, O thou who hearest Our call in the
remembrance of thy Lord, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-
Possessing.

According to the Most Holy and Supreme Command, send
copies of this letter with haste to the land of [Ya] and Shin
and Sad and other countries. Furthermore, twenty tumans
have been allocated to be delivered to you for the children of
Ismu’llah-il-Munir-il-Anvar, upon him be the Most Glorious
Baha. Furthermore, that person has been given the choice;
He said: “If they follow the truth, what is on earth is theirs,
otherwise thy Lord is the best of inheritors.”

However, it is incumbent upon all to be attentive to their con-
dition at the time of acceptance. The Glory be upon thee and
upon those who have turned with radiant faces toward the
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Most Glorious Horizon and have detached themselves from the
worlds.

Likewise, from the Dawning-place of the utterance of the All-
Merciful, say to the loved ones of God that the first quality of
humanity is fairness, and all matters depend upon it. Let them
reflect somewhat upon the tribulations and afflictions of this
Prisoner, Who has spent His entire life in the hands of enemies,
and every day was afflicted with a fresh trial in the path of
divine love, until the Cause of God was raised up among the
servants. Now if someone should arise and, following his own
imaginings, occupy himself secretly and openly with causing
division among the people - is such a one to be accounted
among the fair-minded? Nay, by His Self, the One Who rules
over the worlds! By My life, My heart laments and Mine eyes
weep for the Cause of God and for those who say what they
understand not and imagine within themselves that which they
perceive not.

Today it behooveth all to cling to the Most Great Name. There
is no refuge or haven save Him. They must unite the people.
Should anyone, though he be dwelling in the highest heights
of grandeur, utter words that would cause division among the
people, divert them from the shores of the Most Great Ocean
and turn their attention to any direction save the praisewor-
thy station which is manifested within human limitations and
directions, all existence beareth witness that he is deprived
of the breezes of the All-Merciful. Say: Be fair, O people of
understanding. He that is unfair hath no humanity.

God is aware of all souls and what they possess. The forbear-
ance of God hath caused people to become heedless, for He
doth not rend asunder the veil before its time, and due to the
precedence of mercy, wrathful manifestations have been pre-
vented. Therefore most people, being engaged secretly in that
which they commit, have imagined God to be unaware of it.
Nay, by His All-Knowing and All-Informed Self! All is visible
and evident in the mirror of His knowledge. Say: Praise be to
Thee, O Concealer of the weaklings’ faults, and praise be to
Thee, O Forgiver of the heedless ones’ sins! We forbade the
people from following delusion that they might recognize the
sovereign Truth and that which appeareth from His presence.
Now they are seen to be afflicted with the vain imaginings of
their own selves. By My life, they themselves are the deluded
ones and perceive it not, and that which they utter is delusion
though they comprehend it not. We beseech God to assist all
and to make them know Him and their own selves. By My life,
whoso attaineth unto His knowledge soareth in the atmosphere
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of His love and detacheth himself from the worlds, turning not
his attention to all who are on earth, how much less to those
who speak according to their desires that which God hath not
permitted them.

Say: Today is the day of hearkening. Hearken unto the voice
of the Wronged One. Speak ye in the name of Truth, and
be adorned with the ornament of His remembrance, and illu-
mined with the lights of His love. This is the key to hearts
and the polish of existence. He who remaineth heedless of that
which hath flowed from the Finger of Will is in manifest er-
ror. Righteousness and uprightness are conditions of faith, not
difference and corruption. Convey that which thou hast been
commanded by the Trustworthy One.

5 The Glory be upon thee, O thou who rememberest My Name,

who gazeth toward My direction, and who uttereth the praise
of thy Gracious Lord.

At one time, I was present before the Throne, and He com-
manded: Write to Ali - O Ali! In certain places, some have
outwardly clung to one of the branches of this Divine Tree,
seeking thereby to lead weak souls from the shore of oneness
to the wilderness of misbelief and error. In truth, these peo-
ple’s secret purpose was never and is not the branch of the
Tree, but rather their own selfish desires. God will reveal what
is in their souls and what is hidden in their breasts. Verily,
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. People must be strictly
forbidden from entering such places, and every possible effort
must be made to protect the Cause from all directions, lest the
evil ones find a way to infiltrate.

7 O Ali! Strange indeed are the people who each day soar with a

different desire and wander in a wilderness. These souls never
truly sought the branch, nor will they; rather, they have made
him a means for attracting people to themselves. God protect
us and you from the evil of such as these. Out of consideration
for past mercy, We have not exposed the secret of these souls in
this instance, that perchance they might become aware and feel
remorse. They have also deceived some village folk with their
vain imaginings. If someone could, with wisdom and kindness,
guide these weak ones to the shore of the might of oneness, it
would be praiseworthy.

And the Glory be upon you and those with you.

This servant submits that since the veil has not been rent in
this instance and counsels of loving kindness have been sent
down from the Pen of Command to those souls, therefore, as
commanded, your honor should also not expose them but speak
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with perfect wisdom, that perchance they might become aware. .l 3 ;Q’ (-LE R w ¥ CasS 2 ol

OtherWlse, God will rend the veil. Verily, He is the Powerful, Lg A o JLWJ\ & i ‘y“‘} O J’J
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Your honor knows that it is now nearly ten months since this
petition was submitted, and likewise a petition to his honor
the illustrious Nabil (upon him be the remembrance of God,
the Mighty, the Beautiful), along with certain passages from
the Most Holy Court that needed - indeed, absolutely needed -
to be delivered. It was delayed all this time and did not arrive,
so it has been sent by a new route. We hope, God willing,
that it will arrive soon. Furthermore, two special cloaks have
been bestowed, one for his honor Nabil and one for your honor.
Upon you be the Glory of God and His remembrance.

As commanded, at least once every month, the friends of God
in whatever land they reside should, either collectively or indi-
vidually, read whatever divine utterances have been revealed
in this leaf and meditate upon them.
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To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin

In the Name of the Most Invincible, Most Exalted, Most Holy,
Most Glorious

God testifies that there is no God but Him and that ‘Ali-Qabli-
Nabil is His servant and His Glory. The days of servitude
have passed and the Glory has appeared with a sovereignty
that has encompassed all created things. Then the clamor
was raised from all who are in the heavens and earth except
those whom We protected from the depths of fire and whom
We saved through Our grace. Thus were We powerful over all
things and predominant over all in the kingdom.

Say: O people! The thunderbolt of the Cause has come to you,
then the breezes of torment. Beware that you show mercy to
[yourselves] and do not dispute with Him Who has come to
you with all the signs and Who speaks to you at all times that
which the Ancient Being spoke within His breast. The reins
of patience and forbearance have been taken from Him and
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He speaks as He wishes and is not questioned about what He
wishes, and verily He has power over all things. And whenever
I became powerless before Him: “O my Lord! Have mercy
upon my soul and leave me not in the hands of the wicked.
You witness how these wolves have surrounded me, yet He
does not hear from me and speaks in all things that ‘I am
God, there is no God but Me. I created all possible things for
the knowledge of My Self and brought beings into existence to
attain My presence’ And then I manifested My Self in truth
as a grace from Us, and thus was the matter decreed from the
direction of wisdom in truth.” Say: O people! By God the
Truth, verily He speaks now and utters what He wishes and
wills, and I am not able to prevent Him. And if I try to prevent
Him, by God He will not hear from me. Verily He is the Truth,
there is no God but Him, and He is wise over all things.

O people! You cannot slay me with the swords of your ran-
cor. By God, verily your Beloved has manifested me in truth,
and all created things bear witness to this, if you be informed
thereof. O people! If this be my sin, then ‘Ali came to you
before with what I have brought you, and before him Muham-
mad the Messenger of God, and before him the Spirit. Thus
has the matter been from time immemorial, if you be aware
thereof. Fear God and dispute not His signs, war not against
His Self, and deprive not yourselves of the mercy that encom-
passes the worlds.

Then know, O thou who gazest upon the Countenance, that
from the thicket of hypocrisy has emerged a band of wolves,
and among them is he who cried out within himself: “Is God
able to make sweet bitter, or black white?” Say: Yea, by my
Lord! Verily He is powerful over what He wishes. He changes
all things at every moment, if you be discerning thereof. Noth-
ing in the heavens and earth can frustrate Him. Rather, impo-
tence is an attribute of His servants, while He has ever been
sanctified beyond the description of His creation and powerful
over all things.

; And among them is he who said that this Manifestation has

appeared too soon, and this is not from God’s practice that has
gone before. Say: Yea, by my Lord! This is that innovation
the like of which the eye of creation has never witnessed, and
thus does the Tongue of Truth speak in the heaven of mighty
and lofty glory. Beyond that, say: Verily He has ever been
manifest above all things, but you did not recognize Him be-
cause the veils of fancy and desire seized you. Every possessor
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of knowledge beareth witness to this truth: If ye would judge
fairly within yourselves and ponder upon those days when the
Day-Star of the horizons shone forth from the quarter of Iraq
- by God! No eye there was but witnessed from Him what
none other had witnessed, and heard what none among all cre-
ated things had heard. Such indeed was the matter, did ye
but know it. God Himself walked among you and spoke unto
you with His holy tongue, yet ye knew Him not and remained
veiled from His presence. Say: By God! After Me no ear shall
hear what was heard from My tongue, nor shall any eye behold
what was witnessed in My beauty. But when We found you
veiled by fancy and desire, We concealed Our countenance and
manifested it not to you, though it was shining like the sun
from a glorious horizon.

Say: O people! Fear God and act not as did the people of the
Furqan towards ‘Ali. Be ye ashamed before God Who created
you for this Day and gave you glad tidings of this Manifestation
in all the Tablets through a sublime and exalted Pen. And
thou, O Zaynu’l-Baga, grieve not because of these people and
what proceedeth from their mouths. Leave their mention, their
selves, and all that pertaineth unto them, then turn thy face
unto thy Lord and be steadfast in His path. Take heed lest
thou be impatient in the Cause of thy Lord. Rather, speak
forth between earth and heaven as We commanded thee before
and now command thee again, as a token of Our grace unto
thee and unto those who hearken unto thy words concerning
God, thy Lord, and who take refuge in the shadow of thy Lord’s
protection, remaining faithful to the truth.

Be thankful unto God thy Lord for having purified thee from
the defilement of these people. Leave them and all their fol-
lowers - they are but as a handful of clay in thy Lord’s sight,
nay less than that, wert thou to know. Purify thine ear that
thou mayest hear what the Dove of the Cause warbleth in all
things. By the True God! Then wilt thou hear the call from all
that hath been created between earth and heaven. Thus have
We rent asunder the veil by Our command, for verily We have
power over all things. We have uttered a Word and suspended
it in the air - it verily attracteth the essences of all created
things while casting aside their accidents. It is the magnet of
divine attraction, remembered before the Throne. Through
it God separateth light from darkness, the fortunate from the
wretched, the rejector from the acceptor. Thus doth He what
He willeth by His command, and He is indeed wise over all
things.
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Know thou that what thou hast called unto God, thy Lord and
the Lord of the worlds, hath come before Us. We have heard
the sighing of thy heart and the lamentation of thy soul, and
We have accepted from thee both what thou hast done and
what thou hast not done, as a grace from Our presence, that
thou mayest be among the thankful. We have aided thee in
the Cause and shall continue to aid thee as We wish, by Our
command, for verily We are the Commander. We have distin-
guished thee among all creation through Our love, wherefore
thou shouldst glory among the concourse of the worlds. Be
thou steadfast in the Cause in such wise that thou seest naught
in existence save My hallowed, mighty and luminous Beauty,
and beholdest all else besides God thy Lord as dust kneaded
with brackish water. They have no mention or name with thy
Lord today, save those who have ascended unto God and at-
tained the riches of the heavens and earth, and verily it is for
the love of thy Lord. He who hath it not is indeed the poorest
of creatures - to this every discerning and fair-minded person
beareth witness.

Thou dost not ride upon the camel, nor dost thou disgrace thy
Lord, for We have forgiven thee before thy asking and clothed
thee in the robe of forgiveness before all creation. Therefore
keep this to thyself, then thank God thy Lord for having en-
abled thee to recognize His Self and to stand before His pres-
ence, and for having detached thee from all else besides Him.
Verily He is the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. Blessed
art thou for having entrusted thy affairs to the Best Bestower,
the Most Excellent Helper, and the Most Great Trustee. Be
thou therefore assured in thyself through God’s might and
power, then turn thy face toward the House and say: “O my
Lord! Praise be unto Thee for what Thou hast bestowed upon
me from the wonders of Thy favors and enabled me to en-
trust my affairs to Thy Self, the Almighty, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.” Thus doth God single out whom He willeth
through His grace and purify his heart from the defilement of
the idolaters.

As to what thou hast mentioned regarding Huquq and such
matters, We have verily appointed thee as a trustee from Our
presence over all the worlds. All that thou hast done, commit-
ted and performed, We have accepted from thee. Grieve not
within thyself but be assured through the grace of thy Ancient
Lord. There have shone forth from the horizon of thy Lord’s
fingers resplendent words and consummate wisdom, which We
have sent unto thee that thou mayest witness and be of those
who are well-informed. We desired in this Tablet to inform
thee of what hath befallen Us, but We have restrained the Pen
from mentioning sorrows lest thou be disturbed within thyself
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and grieve for what hath befallen the Self of God, the Supreme, 3,5 0% 3 Kt 3 o i S d\'f&\

the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: By God! There hath befallen Us what hath not befallen
any of the Manifestations of old, and I have been tried in the
mouth of the serpent, and none knoweth this save My mighty
and beloved Self. At first he desired to slay Me, but when
God frustrated his desire, he then arose to calumny, and there
flowed from his pen that which he himself witnessed, show-
ing no shame before Him Who created and nurtured him, and
taught him morning and evening. When he saw the people
were foolish, he committed this sin within himself and was
among those who play. Had people possessed illumined vision,
they would surely have witnessed in his calumnies his falsehood
and would have discovered what lay within his breast of hatred
for God and enmity toward Him. But the people do not under-
stand. Would that thou hadst been informed of the essence of
his affair, but We have veiled it as a wisdom from Our presence
which none comprehend save those who are endowed with un-
derstanding. Days passed during which no one could mention
what befell God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. We showed
patience and concealed matters until God should bring about
His purpose. Verily He is the Almighty over all things, doing
what He willeth through His command “Be” and it is.

Your letter has reached the Exalted Presence, and as to what
you mentioned regarding the transactions that have occurred
- what is done is done, be not troubled. You are trustworthy
in the sight of God. Arise at all times to aid the Cause. What
is beloved in the sight of God today has been and will ever be
the recognition of His Being. Whosoever guideth a soul shall
have ordained for him an infinite reward.

O Zaynu’l-Mugqarrabin! God, exalted be His mention, hath
not manifested such falsehood in any people as He hath in
the people of the Bayan. For in every people, a thousand
or more or less years would pass before one would appear by
whom the truthful could be distinguished from the false, and
the believer from the misbeliever. But since the people of the
Bayan regarded themselves as the most discerning among the
peoples of the earth and superior to all creation - to such extent
that they considered all others veiled while deeming themselves
as having recognized God and among those who had attained
His presence - therefore but one breath of test blew, and it
caused them all to fall back to the lowest station of previous
peoples. Thus they have argued against God with the same
arguments that the foremost among the followers of the Furqan
used at the time of the manifestation of the Point of the Bayan
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- may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - and
they inflicted upon the Truth what they inflicted. Away with
such wrongdoing people! Indeed, they have uttered words and
advanced proofs such as no people had ever advanced, even
though the veils have not yet been lifted, and what hath been
mentioned is less than can be counted in the sight of God.
Yet these immature servants have raised such objections as no
people had ever raised at the time of a Manifestation.

5 Soon will the tablets of fire spread to all regions. Leave them

behind you, then turn toward God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.
And regarding the names mentioned in your letter of those
who have ascended unto God, verses from the heaven of glory
have been specially revealed for each one and sent in a scroll.
God willing, it will have reached you and you will deliver them.
And the glory be upon you and upon him who hath occupied
the seat of independence in this firm and wondrous Cause.
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To: Abdullah et al.

He is the Hidden, the Manifest, the One Who speaketh forth
in this very hour.

The Most Great Book of God speaketh and saith: “O con-
course of earth! Fear God, and follow not the idle fancies of
those who have denied the grace of Him Who hath sent Me
down, and made Me a herald of His Name and a chanter of His
beauteous praise.”

The Mother Book crieth aloud and saith: “O company of hu-
mankind! Fear God, and follow not your passions. Follow
rather Him Who hath sent Me down from the heaven of His
wondrous Revelation.”

And the Mother of the Bayan, standing before the faces of all
religions, proclaimeth: “O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-
Merciful. He hath come for Whose sake the lovers of the earth
and its pillars offered up their lives. Be not of the heedless.”
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Rejoice, O concourse of earth, and then arise to aid your Lord
with the hosts of heavenly virtues. This is the Day whereon the
traces of delusion have been effaced, and the light of certitude
hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of the mercy
of your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thus hath there
appeared that which was treasured in the knowledge of God,
the Desire of them that truly know.

i O Pen! Turn thy face toward My people and say: “O people

of God! Blessed are ye, inasmuch as ye have cast aside vain
imaginings and laid hold upon the Book of God, the Lord of
all worlds.”

O ‘Ali-Qabl-Akbar! Thou hast been mentioned in the Most
Great Outlook, that station at the mention of which the oceans
of inner knowledge surged and the sweet savours of the All-
Merciful were stirred, and all things proclaimed: “The kingdom
and the dominion belong to God, the Desire of all who are in
the heavens and on the earth.”

O steadfast one, O ‘Ali-Akbar! Call to mind the days when
thou didst stand in Our presence and hear the call from the
tongue of the Wronged One, Who was imprisoned by reason of
what the hands of them that turned away had wrought. We
desired the honour of the people of the world, while they sought
My abasement. We bear witness that, with God, the Almighty,
the All-Praised, they are among the most great losers.

Say: O people of Nun and Jim! Ye have been remembered
before the Wronged One, and have attained unto that which
hath been withheld from most men. This is attested by the
Lord of creation, of Whom the Point of the Bayan gave tidings,
and before Him the Seal of the Prophets; to this bear witness
the Books of God, the Mighty, the All-Glorious.

He Who is named Zayn al-Mugarrabin hath inscribed your
names in His perspicuous Book. Once again have We sent down
for you that which hath caused the mouth of the Kingdom of
the Bayan to smile — a mercy from Us and a favour from Our
presence upon you and upon every soul who turneth unto My
Path and attaineth unto My great praise.

O Muhammad-Qabl-Baqir! Hear the cry raised in the quarter
of ‘Akka: it is from the champion in the arena of the Bayan,
at the mention of Whose name the very foundations of those
who denied the proof of God, His testimony, His greatness, His
sovereignty, His Manifestation and His might are shaken with
earthquakes. Soon shall they behold the recompense of their
deeds in this vain life — a decree from the presence of God, the
Just, the All-Powerful.
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Say: “O my God, my God! Unto Thee be praise and thanksgiv-
ing, and unto Thee be gratitude and glory, inasmuch as Thou
hast made mention of me and hast sent down for me that
wherefrom the fragrance of Thy proof hath in all the realms
been diffused, and the sweet scent of the testimony of God, the
Lord of this wondrous Day, hath been shed abroad.

“O Lord! Thou beholdest me turning unto Thee, holding fast
to Thy cord, and drinking the wine of Thy knowledge from
the cup of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the Spirit and his
longing at the hour of his ascension; by his rapture when Thy
command fell upon his ear; by his attaining unto the court
of Thy holiness and his standing before Thy Face; and by his
enkindlement with the fire of Thy love when he attained unto
Thy meeting — that Thou mayest ordain for me every good
Thou hast decreed for Thy chosen ones and Thy trusted ones.
Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the Bountiful.”

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and My loving care. The
page thou didst send hath reached the Wronged One; We have
made mention of My loved ones with a remembrance that hath
drawn the hearts of the righteous. Convey to My servants what
hath been sent down in the heaven of My Will, and give them
the glad-tidings of My Manifestation and My establishment
upon the throne of My majesty, and illumine their hearts with
the lights of My loving-kindness that have encompassed all
horizons.

O Pen! Make mention of him who is named ‘Abdu’llah, whose
name hath been honoured with the mention of God, the Lord
of all directions. Dost thou find an ear to hear My call which
hath been uplifted in this quarter, before which all quarters
have bowed themselves? Dost thou perceive an eye to behold
that which hath shone forth and gleamed from this horizon,
whereby earth and heaven have been illumined, and at whose
appearance the Mount hath proclaimed and the trees have
cried aloud?

Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast heard the call of the
Wronged One and hast quaffed His sealed wine in His Name,
the Self-Subsisting. We entreat God to strengthen thee and
My loved ones there with that which shall draw them nigh
unto the Day-Spring of lights, ordain for them the good of the
life to come and of this first life, and grant them in this Cause
that which shall rejoice eyes and hearts alike.

Say: “Unto Thee be praise, O my God, for that Thou hast
turned toward Thy servant and hast sent down for him that
wherefrom the fragrance of Thy mercy hath been diffused
amongst Thy servants. I entreat Thee by the blood that hath
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been shed in Thy path, by the cry of them that are nigh unto
Thee in their separation from Thee, and by the lamentation
of the lovers in Thy days, that Thou mayest confirm me
in steadfastness in Thy love, in such wise that neither the
misfortunes of this world, nor its assaults nor its might nor
its ingratitude, shall cause me to stumble. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do what Thou wilt. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Powerful, the Unconstrained.”

O ‘Ali! Give thanks unto God for that thou and My loved
ones have attained unto My Most Exalted Remembrance, unto
Whom belong the treasures and riches of earth. Thy Lord is,
in truth, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful; Him will not
withhold the clamour of the divines of Iran, who have taken
their idle fancies as lords beside God and have wrought such
deeds as have caused the denizens of nearness to lament in the
loftiest height.

We have, indeed, forgiven such as in My days turned their
faces toward the Countenance, and the hands of My grace have
brought them into the Paradise of My mercy and the Heaven
of My favour. Verily, I am the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

O party of God! Rejoice in My remembrance and My loving
providence. By My life! There hath been sent down for you
that whereby the supreme rejoicing hath seized the dwellers
of the cities of My love and the people of the pavilion of My
glory. This is attested by every tongue that hath spoken or
shall speak, for sovereignty and loving-kindness are both in
the grasp of My might. Blessed is he who doeth that which
hath been enjoined by My command; I verily am He Who
commandeth in all conditions.

We make mention of My loved ones who have carried out what
they were commanded in My Book, and We entreat God to
make the recompense of their deeds treasures with Him. Ver-
ily, He is powerful to do what He willeth, by His Name whereby
He hath subjected all who dwell in the lands. Let not the heed-
lessness of the heedless, the cruelty of the oppressors, nor the
turning away of every doubting rejecter grieve you. Rejoice in
that We have adorned your deeds with the robe of acceptance
— a mercy from before God, the Lord of streaming rivers.

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory, My care and My mercy.
Rejoice in My lovingkindness that shineth in this hour, then
give thanks unto thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Bestowing.

We entreat God — exalted and blessed be He — to cause to
descend upon His loved ones, from the heaven of grace and
bounty, that which shall exalt them amidst His servants and
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assist them, at all times, with the hosts of wisdom and utter-
ance.

O ‘Abbas! The Lord of men speaketh before all faces, yet
the people understand not. Verses are sent down upon them,
yet they are unaware. They have followed mere surmise, and
turned away from God, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting.
They behold, and yet deny; they hear, and yet turn aside. Ver-
ily, in the Book of God, the Lord of faces, they are accounted
among the dead. We counsel thee and My loved ones to trust-
worthiness, piety, resignation and contentment, and to what-
soever befitteth this Day whereof the realms of the seen and
unseen have been illumined by its light.

5 O ‘Abbas! Cast away all that men possess and lay hold upon

My Preserved Tablet. It was, in very truth, treasured in the
eternity of eternities and hidden in the realm of knowledge. To
this testify honoured servants.

26 God hath heard the call of His loved ones and hath answered

it, as a bounty from His presence, with that which shall cause
their names to endure so long as the kingdoms of earth and
heaven shall last.

Say: “O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Manifes-
tation, Thy appearance, Thy mounting the throne, Thy rising
up and Thy sitting down, and all that shineth from Thy pres-
ence, to make me steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause.
Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou wilt, and in Thy
grasp are held the reins of whatsoever hath been and shall be.”

O Tongue of Grandeur! Make mention of him who, time and
again, attained unto Thy presence, stood before Thy face, and
visited Thee in the prison, in the Mansion, and in yet another
place, that joy may seize him in whatsoever state he may be,
in this hour — a decree from before God, the Lord of lords.

We give thee glad-tidings, O youth, Qabl-‘Ali, of that which
hath been ordained for thee from the presence of God, the Lord
of the outpouring rains. Verily, He hath forgiven My servants
who have not broken His Covenant and have circled round His
Cause at eventide and at dawn.

We have made mention of thee aforetime with a remembrance
which God hath ordained to be a means for the exaltation of
His Most High Word, and a ladder for the ascent of such as
have set their faces toward the Most Great Goal, at morn and
at even.
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We praise and thank God on thy behalf, for that He hath
strengthened thee to confess when every tyrant, every arrogant
soul, denied My Cause.

Unto Thee be praise, O my God, my Lord, my stay and my
support, for that Thou hast aided Thy servant to turn toward
the lights of Thy Face and to appear before Thy Throne. I
bear witness that he hath sought the furthermost goal and the
loftiest height, and that neither the ranks of Thine enemies
nor the might of those who denied Thy right and disbelieved

in the Beginning and the Return have withheld him therefrom.

Thou hast inscribed for Me, with the Pen of Thy bounty, that

which hath drawn him nigh unto Thee in spirit and in fragrance.

Thus hath the matter been decreed from the presence of God,
the Lord of all peoples.

O Isma’il! Hear the call of the Most Great One. He hath made
mention of thee, and maketh mention of thee, in verses which
the treasures of the earth cannot rival. To this beareth witness
Him with Whom is the knowledge of the Book.

Ponder upon those who were seized by the attraction of this
call, so that they hastened to the place of sacrifice and offered
up their lives in My path, a path at whose mention every proud
and arrogant soul hath lamented.

5 Behold him who was named Isma’il in the city called Zawra’ in

the Kingdom of Names: he offered himself with his own hand
in the path of God, the Desire of all mankind. And another
sacrifice in another land, who turned his face toward the Most
Great Goal and laid down his life, in spirit and in fragrance,
in the path of the All-Merciful. Thus hath the matter been

decreed from the presence of God, the Lord of all religions.

There is no city but a sacrifice hath therein spent his life for
the love of God, subject to the winds that blow.

Say: “Unto Thee be praise, O my God, for that Thou hast
made known unto me Thy Cause, shown me Thy Path, sent

down Thine verses, and enabled me to turn toward Thy horizon.

I bear witness that Thou hast revealed Thyself and brought to
light that which was treasured in knowledge and hidden from
the eyes.”

Say: “O my God, my God! T bear witness to the sanctity
of Thy Cause and the purity of Thine own Self, and to the
blood that hath been shed in Thy love; to the hearts that have
been rent in Thy separation; to the livers that have melted in
Thy remoteness; to the hands that have been raised unto the
heaven of Thy bounty; to the ears that have readied themselves
to hearken unto Thy sweetest call, which hath been uplifted
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in the loftiest station; to the eyes that have attained to the
visitation of Thy presence and have beheld the horizon from
which the orb of Thy beauty hath shone; to the souls that
have waited for the wondrous tokens of Thy grace and mercy;
to the stronghold which Thou hast made a prison for Thine
own Self; to the lands that have been dyed red with the blood
of Thy chosen ones; to the hearts that have turned toward
the court of Thy glory and the carpet of Thy fellowship — that
Thou wilt strengthen Thy servant and Thy servants to perform
such deeds as Thou hast enjoined upon us in Thy perspicuous
Book. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, Whom naught can
hinder among created things nor any name or form restrain

from what Thou hast willed in the realms of earth and heaven.

Thou, in truth, art the Lord of might and power; there is none
other God but Thee, the Ordainer, the All-Wise.”

O ‘Ali-Qabl-Akbar! Remember My loving-kindness and My
mercy, even as We have remembered thy standing before Our
Face and thy service before the gate of Our mercy, and glorify
thy Lord by night and by day.

The glory that shineth from the horizon of the heaven of Thy
bounty be upon thee, upon whoso hath transcribed My Book
and made mention of My loved ones, and upon every steadfast
and upright soul.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting; exalted be His glory,
the Almighty.

Praise be unto God, Who hath caused the Sun of singleness
to dawn from the horizon of detachment, and hath cast the
flashes of its effulgent rays upon the mirrors of them that are
sanctified and glorify His Name.

He it is Who hath lit, in the deepest gloom of darkness, the
lights of His Most Great Name, and hath kindled the Lamp
of pre-existence in the very pole of the world. His is might,
and majesty, and grandeur, and eternity, and dominion, and
glory. His mercy hath compassed all things, His power hath
encompassed all things, His bounty hath been perfected, and
His loving care fulfilled.
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He created the realm of possibility for the sake of man, and cre-
ated man that he might know His own Self, the All-Merciful.
He hath commanded him to hallow His Essence, to render
thanks unto Him, to extol and praise His Name, to magnify
His majesty, His greatness and His beauty. Blessed is he
who attaineth unto His knowledge, obeyeth His command and
sovereignty, and beholdeth, with the eye of the heart, His proof.
And woe betide the heedless and the veiled!

Remembrance and praise, and the very essence of glory and
splendour, rest upon those by whom the tongue hath spoken
with wisdom and exposition, by whom the pages of existence
have been adorned with the margins of knowledge and under-
standing. Through them hath man come to know his Lord, the
All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful; through them hath every poor
one laid hold on the hem of the wealth of God, the Omnipo-
tent, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting; through them hath
every feeble one clung to the robe of the might of the Lord of
power and bounty.

O God, Thou Lord of mankind and Possessor of the mysteries
of destiny! With what tongue shall I describe Thee, and how
shall I befittingly set forth that which appertaineth unto Thy
greatness and Thy majesty, Thy might and Thy beauty, Thy
sovereignty and Thy perfection, Thy power and Thy indepen-
dence? Whenever I ponder Thine overwhelming strength, O
King of creation, I find my tongue powerless to render even the
description of the least of Thy handiworks and the weakest of
Thy creatures. How then shall I describe Thine Essence, ex-
alted above all attributes; Thy Self, uplifted above all mention;
Thy Reality, hallowed above all comprehension and thought?

By Thy glory, O God of the worlds and Lord of the heavens and
the earth! I am confounded, and the knowers are confounded; I
am bewildered, and the lovers are bewildered; I am astonished,
and all the peoples are astonished. For I behold that Thy
praise and Thy glorification are enjoined upon every one of Thy
servants, yet I witness that the highest of praises is unworthy
of the court of the majesty of Thy grandeur.

The mention which Thy creatures make of Thee and the de-
scriptions which they ascribe unto Thee are but their likening
Thee unto that which hath been imprinted upon their minds —
things unbefitting the sovereignty of Thy singleness — or their
comparing Thee with that which hath occurred to their fan-
cies — things unworthy of the kingship of Thy oneness. For
they apprehend naught save that which their imagination can
fashion, that which resembleth themselves and beareth affinity
unto them, being in the plane of their own rank and degree.
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Thou, however, through the sovereignty of Thy unity, art ex-
alted above likeness and resemblance and all similitude. How,
then, canst Thou be known by thoughts or described by words?
All that the praisers recount of Thee, in Thy loftiness and Thy
greatness and Thy majesty, they conceive as a limit in power
and might, commensurate with their own state, their own de-
gree, and the shortness of their own understanding. Thus all
that they say and remember remaineth confined within the
bounds of limitation, while Thou art exalted above the limita-
tions of men and the confines of contingent being.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! How great is Thy power
and Thy sovereignty! How exalted Thy station and Thy proof!
Verily, we are all prostrate before Thee; we tremble before Thy
dominion; we turn our faces toward Thy presence; we stand at
the threshold of the gate of Thy bounty; and we speak of the
wondrous tokens of Thy grace.

I beseech Thee, O Thou Originator of existence, Lord of the
unseen and the seen, to assist Thy loved ones to celebrate
Thy remembrance and praise, and to proclaim Thy Cause in
Thy lands. Make them, O my God, standards of steadfast-
ness among Thy creatures and signs of guidance amidst Thy
creation. Lead, through them, such as have wandered in the
wildernesses of allusions, and have withheld themselves from
knowing Thee, O Lord of earth and heaven.

O thou who drinkest from the goblet of certitude and dwellest
in the shadows of the love of the Lord of all being! Thy let-
ter hath reached this servant and I have read the sweet savour
of thy words. I entreat God, the Lord of existence and the
Sovereign of the unseen and the seen, to enable thee to that
which is best for thee in this world and the next, and to grant
thee supreme steadfastness in His Cause amongst mankind.
Verily, He is the Most High, the All-Glorious. All things be-
tween earth and heaven bear witness to the love of these noble
ones for you and your remembrance of them; and God is, ver-
ily, a witness unto that which I say. There is no God but He,
the All-Mighty, the All-Laudable.

O Thou beloved of the heart! Whenever I ponder the people of
the lands and their heedlessness of the Cause of their Lord, the
Fashioner of existence, in this Day of Reckoning, I am bewil-
dered. With the tongue of my inmost heart and of my outward
speech I cry: O my God and my Lord! Since Thou didst create
them for Thine own knowledge, how canst Thou leave them to
wander in the deserts of heedlessness, far removed from the
Sun of Thy knowledge that hath risen from the horizon of
power and might? It beseemeth Thy all-embracing grace and
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Thy boundless loving-kindness to gather all, through Thine ir-
resistible might, beneath the shadow of Thy Most Great Name,
and to make them to know, through Thy prevailing power, the
revelation of Thy most perfect Light.

I entreat Thee, O Thou Creator of the realm of possibility
and Revealer of the religions, that Thou withhold not Thine
outpourings from Thy lands, for in Thy hand are the kingdoms
of bounty and bestowal, the realms of grace and munificence.
No God is there but Thee, the Bestower, the Giver, the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Verily, O Thou who art the Beloved, say: O servants of the All-
Merciful! Are ye still slumbering? Are ye veiled from the Cause
of your Lord? The Sun hath risen and attained the zenith of its
noontide height, and from every direction the lights of majesty
and glory have encompassed you. If ye deny this Cause, to
what cause will ye cling, and unto which quarter will ye turn?

Will ye not reflect upon the ages past and the centuries long
gone by? If the hints and allusions of the divines have withheld
you — He hath spoken, and His word is truth: “Most of His
adversaries have ever been the divines.”

And if ye be veiled by the sayings of the jurisprudents, He hath
verily declared — and His word is the truth: “The divines of
that age shall be the most evil divines beneath the canopy of
heaven.” Have ye beheld among the contemporary doctors of
religion such as He — may my soul be offered up for Him — hath
described of the true divines? Nay, by the Lord of the heavens
and the earth!

He, exalted be He, hath said — and His word is truth: “As
to those divines who safeguard their own selves, preserve their
faith, oppose their passions and obey the command of their
Lord — upon such it is incumbent that the people should follow
them.”

By the Lord of existence and the King of the unseen and the
seen! I am bewildered, and the horizons are bewildered, at
your heedlessness and your remoteness from your Lord, the
Lord of the Day of Reunion. Have ye not seen the divines
hastening unto the obedience of lust and desire, and turning
away from the command of the Lord of all being? See ye in
their aim aught save love of this world? Do they seek aught
save leadership and the seizing of the reins of the masses for
personal ends and selfish passions?

If they glory in what they possess of sciences, know ye that
true knowledge is the knowledge of the Known; whatsoever
is beneath this is mere illusion and surmise. He hath spoken,
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and His utterance is truth: “Knowledge is a single point, which
the ignorant have multiplied.” And if they claim a proof other
than this, say: “Bring then your proof.” Verily, We are present
among you, that we may supplicate and call upon God con-
cerning His Cause, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

By thy life, O dearly loved one! They draw not nigh, but flee
from the scenes of trial, even as their likes fled aforetime in
ages and centuries past. Say: O servants of the All-Merciful!
Hath your love of the world, with its adornments and de-
lights, debarred you from turning unto the All-Glorious, the
All-Bountiful? Have ye not reflected upon its extinction and
passing-away, upon its slight endurance and fleeting stay?

2 Hath the glory of the Chosroes endured, or the wealth of the

Caesars, or the might of the Pharaohs, or the sway of the
tyrants? Where is their majesty and their splendour, their
graciousness and their comeliness? Where are their thrones
and their palaces, their wide dominions and their exultation?
Look now upon their graves! They have descended from the
loftiest stations to the lowest depths; they have been borne
down from the trellised gardens to the upturned tombs, from
exalted couches to pits that lie so near at hand.

Doth any glory abide save the glory that is within the shadow
of the Name of your Lord, the Most Great? Doth any remem-
brance endure save the remembrance of him who hath entered
beneath the canopy of the knowledge of your Lord, the All-
Glorious, the Most Generous?

Take ye heed, O people of insight, and be ye admonished, O
people of reflection! How often have We seen the most hon-
oured of men, by denying the Sun of Reality, falling to the
nethermost degree; and beheld the lowliest of servants, through
the knowledge of his Lord, the Fashioner of existence, ascend-
ing unto the loftiest heights! Mighty is he who seeketh shelter
beneath the shadow of God; abased is he who layeth hold on
aught else save Him.

Say: Make haste, then, unto the shadow of the mercy of your
Lord, the Most Exalted, and act in accordance with that which
He hath enjoined upon you in His Book. He, verily, will raise
you up unto the most sublime degree and the most exalted rank.
All good lieth in your following your Lord, the Omnipotent,
the All-Bountiful; and all loss is in your turning away from the
Almighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting, and in your
abandoning His commandments, which are the very cause of
life for them that are in the realm of being and the greatest
means of salvation for the people of true knowledge.
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Say: Busy not yourselves save with that which shall be an
adornment for man in the world; manifest naught save spiritual
qualities among the nations. Desire not for the children of men
that which ye would not desire for your own selves. Prefer not
your individual advantages and private gain above the common
good.

 Adorn your outer being with piety, and your inner being with

truthfulness, faith and loyalty. Cast not your souls into the
perils of lusts and vain desires; commit not that which ye have
been forbidden in the Book of God, the Lord of earth and
heaven. This is that which shall profit you in this world and the
next, if ye but hear it for your own sakes. Otherwise, He verily
is independent of your good and your evil, your association
of others with Him and your recognition of His oneness, your
disobedience and your worship.

Thou, O beloved one, pay no heed unto the people, their heed-
lessness and their veils. Rather, look unto the proof of thy Lord,
the Most Exalted, which shineth like the sun in the zenith of
Did but anyone, in the light of his inborn nature,
but turn his ear, he would hearken from every atom of the
atoms that “He, verily, is God; there is no God but He, the
All-Sufficient, the All-Praised”, and from every leaf among the
leaves that “He, verily, is the Victorious, the Powerful, the
All-Glorious, the Peerless.”

heaven.

In this great Day, it behoveth us to be as mountains, steadfast
upon the path of our Lord, the All-Glorious, the All-Wise, in
such wise that no storms of the allusions of the veiled, nor
tempests of the deeds of the heedless, shall move us. Let us
arise to serve the Cause, turning neither to left nor to right,
severed from all save God, the Lord of all worlds.

Convey, on behalf of this servant, exalted praise unto every
believing man and woman of the kindred, and announce to
them the loving care of their Lord, the Possessor of names. And
send forth glorification and splendour upon the countenance of
him whose name is signified by the letters Mim and Ha’, and
say:

“O thou dear one! The Name of God hath made mention of
thee and hath borne witness to the degrees of thy love for the
Lord of all things and to thy sincerity toward God, the Lord
of earth and heaven.”

I beseech God, the Lord of pre-existence and the Sovereign of
nations, to protect you by His Most Great Name, to grant you
the choicest good in this world and the next, and to confirm you
in that whereby your mention shall endure amongst the people
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of creation and your spirit be made to shine resplendent in the
Highest Horizon.

Glory and praise be upon you and upon the sincere servants
of God. The people of the Household magnify His Name over
thee and over thy household and all thy kindred. Praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds, and glory be unto God, the Lord

qu L) 3 ;fé o A bl ;\v

eV Y G
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of the heavens and of the earth! GVl Slsed
BLIB_ Or15693.122

BHO00482

He is God, the King, the True One, the Manifest. ol gl S & P

Praise be to God, Who standeth alone in majesty, Who is
unique in might and greatness and beauty; Who, in the sheer
simplicity of His Being, is sanctified above all likeness and simil-
itude, and, in the very essence of His Identity, is exalted beyond
the knowledge of them that are endowed with excellence and
perfection.

He it is Who hath brought existence forth out of non-existence,
and hath inscribed upon the tablet of the heart the mysteries
of knowledge and wisdom, and hath taught man that which
he knew not. The reality of His Essence the minds can never
fathom, nor can any path lead unto the knowledge of His very
Self. He is He Who revealeth Himself unto the world with the
lights of the Sun of His wondrous Cause, and Who ruleth over
the nations by His Most Great, His inviolable Name. Whoso
attaineth in these days unto the knowledge of Him hath verily
attained unto a station most exalted.

Exalted is His Essence above association with accidents and
causes; hallowed is the simplicity of His Being above limitation
by the boundaries of the thoughts of creeds. He sitteth upon
the throne of loftiness and imperishability, and resteth upon
the couch of grandeur, power and bounty. No one can bar
the course of His mighty command, nor can aught hinder the
outpouring of His all-embracing grace. He, verily, is the One,
the Single, the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Peace be upon that Manifest Peace which hath shone from the
dawning-place of majesty; and the radiant Light which hath
flashed from the horizon of the Cause of the Lord of names;
and the resplendent praise which hath risen from the dawn
of eternity — upon the Manifestations of the Cause of God in
the world of being, the recipients of His Revelation between
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earth and heaven; those through whom the veils of idle fancy
were rent asunder, the hidden Light of His Name was made
to shine upon the world, the nations were encompassed by the
rays of the Sun of His guarded Cause, and the rills of His
treasured favour flowed throughout existence. Through them
hath God guided the people of error unto the horizon of glory
and majesty; through them hath He drawn the yearning ones
nigh unto the garden of nearness and beauty. And upon those
also be peace who are guided by their lights, follow in their
footsteps, apprehend their mysteries, seek blessing from their
breaths, are illumined by the radiance of their lamp, and who
have forsaken the world and all that is therein out of longing
to meet their Lord, the All-Bountiful, and yearning to attain
the station of His reunion, exalted, all-glorious.

i O thou who hast been drawn by the magnet of love into the

realm of steadfastness! Thy letter, which the pen of affection
had adorned with the traces of ink, hath reached this servant,
and it hath given utterance to the subtleties of the love that
gloweth within thy heart. Blessed art thou, for thou hast laid
hold on the Sure Handle and hast attained unto the meeting
of thy Lord, the All-Glorious. Thou hast recognized that from
which the greater part of the people of the world have been
debarred.

This is a bounty which no created thing can equal, nor can
it be weighed against all that is in the hands of nations and
peoples. It behoveth thee — and all who in this most exalted,
most honoured, most glorious Day have laid hold on the Most
Great Name — to arise, at morn and even, to serve the Cause
of God; to guide, with wisdom and utterance, the hosts of
the erring unto the realm of grandeur and majesty; to lead
the servants, with the jewels of knowledge and understanding,
unto the gardens of the knowledge of the Lord of religions; to
direct the heedless, through the subtleties of spiritual qualities,
unto the presence of the Lord of all horizons, in this Day of the
Covenant and of thy Lord, the Most High, the All-Glorious.

There is, in this Day, no station greater than that of proclaim-
ing unto the people of the world the Word of the Cause of God,
the Possessor of names. Blessed is he whom God strengtheneth
in this mighty Cause and confirmeth in steadfastness upon this
straight Path.

Ponder thou upon this wondrous Day, and upon the heedless-
ness of the people of the earth with regard to this weighty, this
momentous Cause. How immersed are they in idle thoughts
and vain imaginings, and how veiled from the lights of the
knowledge of their Lord, the All-Knowing — He Who hath set
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in motion the circle of existence and planted the standards of
His proof in the visible realm!

The man of understanding is bewildered at the vehemence of
the denials of the rejecters, the multitude of the fancies of the
heedless, and the repeated veiling of the ignorant. How is it
that they have failed to discern their own salvation in this world
and the next, and have remained oblivious of that which would
profit them in the realms of their Lord, the Most Exalted?

Do they behold any station more glorious than this most no-
ble station? Do they witness any remembrance more exalted
than this most mighty remembrance? Do they descry any light
more luminous than this most upright Light? Say: all great-
ness belongeth unto God, all power belongeth unto God, all
sovereignty belongeth unto God, He Who hath manifested His
Cause, made plain His decree, shed abroad His light, and dis-
closed His revelation.

O thou beloved one! When I beheld thy letter and read thy
words, I entered the presence of the All-Glorious, and laid thy
remembrance before thy Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High. Then surged the ocean of bounty and heaved the fra-
grance of grace, and from the Source of bestowal there flowed
unto thee that whereat all existence was stirred. His word —
may the souls of them that yearn be offered up for Him — came
forth, saying;:

O noble one! Upon thee be My glory. Today, the third day of
the Feast of Ramadan, the Greater Branch hath, on thy behalf,
attained unto the court and visitation of Fa’id. We beseech
God to make this deed for thee a treasure in His presence;
verily, He is the Faithful, the All-Knowing.

Each one of the mentioned friends hath been commemorated
by the Pen of the Most High; they have quaffed the choice
wine of My utterance, the Kawthar of My remembrance, the
Salsabil of My favour and the ocean of My bounty, the All-
Glorious, the Wondrous. Convey to each of them, from the
tongue of this Wronged One, the cry of “God is Most Great!”
Say:

O My loved ones! This is the Day of remembrance and praise,
if ye but knew; the Day of steadfastness and faithfulness, if
ye but understood. Your names have been presented before
this Wronged One, and We have sent down for you that where-
with the fragrance of the utterance of the All-Merciful hath
diffused throughout the realm of existence. Blessed are ye,
and blessed is whoso drinketh of My sealed wine in My Name,
the Self-Subsisting. We beseech God to aid you with the hosts
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of utterance and to draw you nigh unto Himself. Verily, He is
the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

We desired, furthermore, to make mention of him who is en-
titled ‘Abdu’llah’, that he might rejoice and be among the
thankful. Say: O ‘Abdu’llah! Shatter the idols of the fancies
of men with the arm of certitude — a command from the pres-
ence of God, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
We beseech God, exalted and glorified be He, to assist thee,
to confirm thee, and to raise thee up in this Cause, that thy
name may be inscribed in His Mighty, His Wondrous Book.

O Muhammad Qabl-i-Rida! Hearken unto the call proceeding
from the direction of God, the Lord of all worlds. He hath ap-
peared and hath manifested whatsoever He willed, as a bounty
from His presence. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. We enjoin upon thee and upon such as have be-
lieved that whereby the Cause of God may be exalted amongst
His servants. Blessed is he who heareth and respondeth; and
woe betide the deniers!

O Ghaffar! Through thy mention of “the All-Forgiving” in this
perspicuous Tablet, say: My God, my God! I bear witness that
Thou hast appeared, and hast sent down Thy Book, and hast
manifested Thine evidences, and hast summoned the peoples,
from behind the veil, unto the dawning-place of Thy most great
signs and the manifestation of Thy most excellent names. I
beseech Thee to enable me to celebrate Thy remembrance and
to serve Thee. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

O Muhammad Qabl-i-Husayn! The Wronged One maketh men-
tion of thee and calleth thee, that He may draw thee nigh unto
the All-Informed. Cast idle fancies beneath thy feet in despite
of every ignorant and far-removed one. Say: The Day hath
come, and the people are holden within a thick veil. They
hear and yet deny; verily, they are of those who, in the Book
of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne, are accounted among
the most great losers.

O thou youth, Qabl-i-‘Ali! The promise hath come to pass and
the Promised One hath descended from the heaven of bounty
and hath revealed that which had been hidden from all eyes.
Beware lest the veils of the divines shut thee out from God, the
Lord of mankind. Say: O concourse of men! Deal in fairness,
for the sake of God, with regard to that which hath appeared
in truth. He it is Who created you for His Days. Turn ye,
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with radiant faces, unto the Most Exalted Horizon, whereon
the tongue of utterance proclaimeth: God, there is none other
God but He, the All-Bountiful, the Gracious. Blessed is he
who turneth, hearkeneth and cometh; and woe betide every
obstinate disbeliever!

O Muhammad Qabl-i-*Ali! The ocean of utterance hath surged,
the fragrance of the All-Merciful hath spread abroad, the mys-
teries have been disclosed, the rivers have flowed, and yet the
people, for the most part, remain in doubt and dissension.
They have denied the proof of God and His testimony and
have been ungrateful for His favour; verily, they are of the
people of error. Blessed art thou for having turned; and woe
unto every scheming opposer! Thus have We sent down unto
thee the verses and unveiled what had been treasured up in
the knowledge of God, the Lord of lords.

O Jabbar! Verily, the Almighty hath heard thy call and hath
answered thee with conclusive speech. The Hour hath come,
and its signs have appeared, and the Light hath shone forth
from the horizon of power. Blessed is he who fulfilleth the
Covenant and breaketh not the pledge of God when He cometh
with might and sovereignty.

O Ahmad! Recite that which the All-Merciful sent down in the
Furqan: “On the Day when men shall stand before the Lord
of the worlds.” That hidden treasure hath now been disclosed,
and He hath revealed what He willed, as a mercy from His
presence; yet most of the people are among the heedless. Say:
Fear God, and follow not every distant wrongdoer. Lay aside
the books of the people, and take firm hold of the Book of God,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.

And We make mention, in that place, of the handmaids of
God, and beseech Him to ordain for them that which He hath
decreed for the women of the Company on high. Verily, He is
powerful over all things.

5 The glory from Our presence rest upon you, O company of

the beloved, and upon every soul that is firm in the Cause and
steadfast on the Path. Praise be to God that the honoured ones
have been mentioned by the tongue of greatness, and that the
bounties of God have streamed forth from the fountain-head of
grace. The names of the friends of the earth that were recorded
in the letter of the one entitled “Name of Bounty” have all been
presented in the holy court, and individually have they been
lovingly commemorated. Convey unto them what hath been
sent down for them from the heaven of the bounty of their
Lord, the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.
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On behalf of this servant also, let each of them be remembered
with a wondrous remembrance and an exalted glorification.

Say: Glorified art Thou, O my God, O Lord of mankind, O Pos-
sessor of the mysteries of fate! I beseech Thee by the Light that
hath shone forth from the Most Great Horizon to strengthen
those who have arisen to serve Thee and who have laid hold on
the hem of Thy Cause, that they may exalt the standards of
remembrance and praise in the world of humanity, and guide
Thy servants, with wisdom and utterance, unto the realm of
firm conviction.

O my God! Thou hast manifested Thy Cause, made plain Thy
proof, sent down Thy verses and disclosed Thy clear evidences.
I entreat Thee, by Thy great bounty and Thy all-encompassing
grace and Thy ancient Name and Thy straight Path, that Thou
suffer not Thy servants to be debarred from the rays of the Sun
of knowledge in these days, wherein Thou hast embroidered the
horizon of existence with the rising of the Orb of wisdom and
exposition.

Look not, O my God, upon their heedlessness and their veils,
but upon Thy grace and Thy loving care; not upon their weak-
ness and poverty, but upon Thy power and Thy might. Draw
them — even if by chains — unto the horizon of Thy favour and
the paradise of Thy knowledge. Thou, verily, art He Whose
bounty hath encompassed all created things and Whose mercy
hath preceded all that are in the realm of contingency. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Powerful, the Almighty. Thou art
the One, the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

Protect, O my Hope, Thy loved ones beneath the shade of
Thy guardianship and Thy protection from the evils of the
wicked among Thy creatures, and clothe them in the robe of
steadfastness upon the path of Thy love. Verily, Thy Name
hath subdued the world and Thy sovereignty hath vanquished
the nations. In Thy grasp lieth the kingdom of destiny. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Glorious, the All-Powerful.

Send down, O my God, Thy blessings upon the recipients of
Thy Revelation in the world of being and the sources of Thy
Command, O Lord of names — those through whom the orbits
of existence revolve and through whom the decrees of creation,
in secret and in open, are ordained. And upon those also who
have kindled their lamps from the Light of their knowledge,
been guided by the sweet accents of their utterance, been led
by them unto Thee, bowed in submission before their behest,
and, through their counsels, have severed themselves from all
save Thee and arisen, even as they have arisen, to serve Thy
Cause.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PROp @«\s,ﬁ.b hp e ol sl ) 2

dh Sy 515 e

S ey 2 s L {;«,\I\ il 8
SR e 52 Ryt e,\b\,.u!\
Db | Kok y o Jo 150 ARy
Spls o1y SN p3el el ke _\,\
g )OI ARLL 5Ll 5Ll oLaiY

EYEWA]

5 kxSl Dl ol AL
Mas elial Sbly a2yl Sl Syl
bl oy gl el ponll Dy i
Sl ol e Dile rJi N ol (:2:..,1\
Ok L ) LY eds G 0bA

Ly AL g ¢ gy OBV 31

A bl odae A AL e Y
i el epine 31 Y Sl e
31 Q) gkl rr;’ iy 5 g U
s Lot Gl ol & jre Ty el
IV O sy iy LK)

)l 150 ity ) il

m}g@\g@g;@m%m

o VA}:JG 5 e oLasl o Saley
Gl il ) e blw e welimaY)
eiad b poV) Shllas gy JWI el e

Ll sl YA Y ) o e

s3bany LY G ey Ll lo gl o
PR SRR (I PN TR R
>%J\}fJ\ 3 UU—\ ol )..\m} s
aly o(Be 5 o sl cdl Jes
Lyl e Ll Al ('*'L' il
Nys oo aflar Vmhly b ool

) do el 15265

153

V]
~

28

29

31



Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I BH00533
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Compassionate. There is no God but Thee, the All-Watchful, Ly A Ul Q}}\ r""l‘)'\:m asgh) ]
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Thy loved ones, remember them with wondrous praises and gt oSy 15 S
subtle glorifications.
The spirit and the glory rest upon thee and upon them, one s mk.; e <Ll C;)\
and all. 7
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He is God, blessed and exalted be His glory. ale A 5 SHle & 5
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When the hidden secret was unveiled and the treasured sym- Jo! du:" éb J! o STy ) ISTESY
bol disclosed, the people of the Covenant hastened unto the & Szl Jal sl UL A1 3, Gl
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hearts were powerless to behold the effulgence of the lights of

concord shining from the horizon of intimacy and unity.

Glorified, glorified is He! Exalted is His Cause and His proof! &l J31 als ;s s o1 Jlw 5 sl gl
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the paths of rectitude and led them unto the meads of unity. v . il ') (2 ¢
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All-Knowing Lord have they been saved from the ancient error.
They are the dwellers in the pavilion of the Most Glorious,
the voyagers upon the Crimson Ark sailing upon the ocean of
majesty and anchored beneath the Verdant Dome upon the
shore of eternity.

Blessed are they, in that they have clung to the cord of faith-
fulness and entered the gardens of unveiling and reunion. May
God stablish their feet upon the path of His mighty Cause in
this Day whereon the limbs of the mighty have trembled before
the manifestations of Thy command, O Lord of names! Thou
art witness that they have forsaken the world out of longing to
meet Thee, and have fled from the concourse of the nations to
the shadow of Thine own knowledge.

i I beseech Thee, by Thy Most Great Name and Thy most po-

tent, most perfect proof, to guard them, beneath the shadow of
the Lote-Tree of Thy protection, from the malice of the wicked
among Thy creatures, and to assist them, at all times, to guide
Thy servants, with wisdom and utterance, unto the fountain-
head of knowledge and understanding. Deposit, through Thy
bounty, such power in their words that hearts may thereby
be drawn unto the shore of Thy knowledge and souls may be
guided unto the dawning-place of Thy science and Thy wisdom.

Thou art, O my Hope, my Lord, my Light and my Glory, He
Who hath created the realm of possibility and all that is therein
for man, and hath fashioned him to know Thine own Self and
to attain unto the loftiest stations beneath the shadow of Thy
Most Exalted Name. Cast them not away after Thou hast
summoned them unto Thee, nor deprive them after Thou hast
brought them forth to attain unto the mine of Thy bounty
and grace. Look not upon their weakness, their poverty and
their shortcoming, but upon the sovereignty of Thy might, the
kingship of Thy power, and the subtleties of Thy bounty and
Thy mercy. Thou art He Who hath named His own Self “the
All-Bountiful”. There is no God but Thee, the Most High, the
Most Great.

O thou who hast approached the river of love, and taketh thy
rest beneath the shadows of the Lote-Tree of the Cause of
the Lord of existence! What thy fingers of love and concord
and thy pen of yearning and longing have traced hath reached
us. I perused it with the glance of affection and perceived
the fragrance wafting from the blackness of its ink, for it was
compounded with the musk of tenderness.

I entreat God, the Lord of existence, the Possessor of hosts, the
Ruler in the realm of the unseen and the seen, to protect thee
beneath the shadow of His guardianship, to grant thee to drink
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of the heavenly draught of His bounty and favour, and to assist
thee, through the Most Great Wisdom, to guide His servants
unto the gardens of His knowledge. Verily, He is powerful over
all things; He is the Subtle, the All-Informed.

The letter from Abkhanab hath been received, and the degrees
of affection and the stations of love are therefrom evident and
manifest. The seed hath been cast upon the soil of the grace
of God — exalted be His station and magnified His bounty.
We beseech and hope that, through His encompassing favour
and His all-embracing mercy, He will preserve the people of
Abkhanab at all times, and confirm them in that which is best
for them in this world and the next. His bounty hath encom-
passed the world, and the Sun of His loving care hath risen
from the horizon of the Cause in the plenitude of its sweetness
and light.

Alas, alas for the souls and woe for the human hearts which
remain deprived of this Greatest Bounty and withheld from
this imperishable favour! For long centuries, one succeeding
another, they have been promised this Supreme Manifestation,
and they have ever exhorted one another to accept and enter
into it. And now, despite the manifest proof and the dawning
of the Sun of certitude, they are, as we behold, veiled and
bereft.

Consider: that which today hath become the cause of the peo-
ple’s waywardness is that very thing which, in former Man-
ifestations, withheld men from entering the precincts of ac-
ceptance and attaining unto the City of Reunion. It is one
and the same thing, which in every age hath been known by
a certain name and mentioned under a certain term. Thus,
aforetime, they said: “The hand of God is chained.” Now, this
same meaning they set forth in other words and in another
guise. In like manner have they limited the Manifestation of
the Promised One by conditions and restrictions, and have
regarded any other mode as impossible — although in the per-
spicuous Book it hath been stated: “He doeth whatsoever He
willeth and shall not be asked of His doings.”

Moreover, in every age it hath been witnessed that the di-
vine Manifestations have appeared in a manner contrary to
the expectations of the people. In truth, were the servants to
take former events as the measure for subsequent matters, they
would never remain, in any wise, shut out from recognizing the
Name “the Self-Subsisting” in this Day of God.

Consider: had all that the Jews were awaiting been fulfilled,
in the days of the appearance of the Spirit of God, Jesus, they
would assuredly not have remained, even until now, deprived.
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Likewise is it with the followers of the Gospel. And now be-
hold the people of the Qur’an: they too are afflicted with that
selfsame malady. Holy God! In what age and time have the
imaginings of the people been the measure for the appearance
of Him Who is the Manifestation of the very Self of the All-
Merciful? Exalted is He above all such limitations; glorified is
He above all that the heedless ascribe unto Him!

5 O thou beloved one! When thou beholdest the loved ones of

thy Lord in the land of Ba’, there, on behalf of this Wronged
One, convey unto them the cry of “God is Most Great” and
remind them of the days of their Lord. Say:

By God, the True One! This day is your day. It behoveth you,
after having attained unto the grace of God, the Lord of names,
and having entered beneath the canopy of the knowledge of the
Lord of earth and heaven, to arise for the service of the Cause,
throughout the realm of being, with wisdom and utterance,
with tenderness, bounty and loving-kindness.

All that hath been created in this world shall pass away; that
which endureth is your standing forth to serve the Cause
amidst mankind, and your service in the path of your Lord,
the Fashioner of creation. Look not upon the heedlessness of
the people, nor upon the veils of the dwellers in the lands; in
the sight of the power of the Ancient King they are as naught.

He, exalted be He, hath singled you out for the knowledge
of Him, hath adorned your bodies and your hearts with the
raiment of His grace and His love, and hath decreed for you
in His Kingdom that which shall remain as long as His Most
Beautiful Names endure. There is no God but He, the Most
High, the All-Glorious.

From the perusal of thy letter, O honoured one, in the Most
Holy Presence, and from the mention of thy name laid before
the Countenance, the tongue, enkindled, was directed toward
thee and gave utterance to these luminous verses. It is He —
exalted be His glory — Who speaketh from the Most Exalted
Horizon:

“O Sadiq! Thy letter, which thou didst send unto the Greater
Branch, hath come and hath been honoured by the glance of
this Wronged One in His great Prison. We have read it, and
have answered thee with these verses whereby the horizon of
the world hath been illumined and made to shine. Verily, thy
Lord is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.”

Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast turned, and heard,
and seen, and attained unto that which was inscribed in the
Books of God, the Lord of all worlds. We beseech God to
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strengthen thee to safeguard that which He hath vouchsafed
thee — verily, He is the Compassionate, the Gracious — and
to enable thee to celebrate My remembrance and praise with
wisdom and eloquence. Verily, thy Lord is the Ordainer, the
All-Wise.

Upon thee be My glory, and upon My loved ones in that land,
and upon every steadfast and upright soul.

O Sadiq! My glory be upon thee in all conditions. With wis-
dom gaze upon the hosts of God; be occupied, with the remem-
brance of the True One, among the people of God; and show
forbearance and consideration toward the heedless, lest clam-
our be raised and the hearts of the weak be perturbed. The
Rightful One — exalted be His glory — is bounteous; His mercy
hath in truth preceded, and His loving care hath encompassed
all. Thus must His loved ones also consort with His servants
in utmost love, compassion and tenderness.

If they find a land receptive, let them cast therein the precious
seed of the Word of God; otherwise, “
and unto them theirs.” Strife and contention are, in any wise,
wholly forbidden. In one of the Tablets, holy war with sword
and spear and such like hath been declared unlawful; the striv-
ing incumbent now is the striving with the utterance of the
All-Merciful.

unto you your religion,

5 By the life of God! The sword of the Word is sharper than

the sword of steel — this exalted word hath, again and again,
flowed from the Pen. In all circumstances look with the eye of
wisdom. Verily, thy Lord is the Counsellor, the All-Knowing.

26 As to the mention thou madest of Jinab-i-Mashhadi ‘Ali-Akbar

— he who hath ascended unto God — it was laid before the
Countenance.

O Sadiq! Blessed is he, in that his name hath been mentioned
before the Face, and for him there hath been sent down that
from which the fragrance of forgiveness hath shed its perfume
throughout the realm of existence. Exalted be thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, Who bestoweth and withholdeth and decreeth for
whomsoever He willeth that which He willeth. Verily, He is the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

Thou didst enquire concerning what he hath left behind.
Know thou that all such matters are entrusted to consultation.
Would that he had been enabled to discharge, with his own
hand, the Huququ’'llah! May God forgive him, as a favour
from His presence; verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Consult, then, regarding his affairs; whatsoever
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is in accord with wisdom, that do ye. He heareth and seeth;
verily, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Thou hast also mentioned Mashhadi Isma’il and Mashhadi
Yusuf. Each, through the grace of God, hath attained. For

each of them a word of forgiveness hath been sent down.

Blessed are they, and woe betide such as have denied the
proof of God and His testimony, disbelieved in His verses and
waged war against Him in person — they, indeed, are of those
who, in the Book of God, the Most Exalted, the All-Knowing,
are numbered among the most great losers.

Convey, on behalf of this Wronged One, the cry of “God is
Most Great” unto the friends of that land. All have attained
unto the grace of God. We entreat Him to adorn them all with
the Most Great Steadfastness, and to enable them to act in
accordance with that which hath flowed from the Pen of the
Most High in the Book.

In these days, letters have come from the land of Badar-Sayyid,
and the answers have been revealed and despatched. It is Our
hope that all may partake of their portion from the ocean of
the utterance of the All-Merciful. Verily, He speaketh the
truth and guideth to the straight path; He is, in truth, the
All-Glorious, the All-Fair.

Conclude thou by remembering the friends of God, from this
Servant, with a wondrous, exalted glorification, and bear unto
them all the glad-tidings of the loving care of the Well-Beloved
— exalted be His station.

And upon thee and upon the loved ones of thy Lord be glory
and praise.
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To: Jinab-i-Ha qabl-i-Sin, in Tihran

He is the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the Most Great,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O Pen! Make mention of him who turned towards the Most
FExalted Horizon in the earliest days, when all who dwell in
the realm of creation turned away from Him save those whom
God, the Lord of the worlds, did please. He it is who turned
towards Me and attained, who spoke My praise and soared
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in My atmosphere, who entered My prison and heard My call,
and bore witness unto that which shone forth from the horizon
of the kingdom of My wondrous utterance. We have verily
heard thy call and answered thee, and have seen thy letter and
remembered thee in this Perspicuous Tablet.

Say: O people! This is the Day of God wherein none save Him
shall be mentioned. Fear ye the All-Merciful, and be not of the
mischief-makers. All things have borne witness unto the Lord
of Names, yet most of the people remain sunk in slumber. Say:
O people of the Bayan! The books of the world shall profit
you not this day save through this Book which proclaimeth
before the faces of the nations that there is none other God
but Me, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
My Herald came unto you and informed you of My Revelation
and My sovereignty, and gave you glad-tidings of My bounty
and My mercy. Fear ye God and be not of them that turn aside.
Were it not for My Revelation, He would not have manifested
Himself, nor would the Bayan have been sent down from the
kingdom of the All-Merciful. Be fair, O people, and reject
not the truth through what ye possess, if ye be of them that
comprehend.

Say: Consider the people of the Furqan and their vainglory.
They regard themselves as the highest, most learned, most
excellent and most God-fearing of all parties, yet when the
appointed time came and the horizon of the world was illu-
mined by the Luminary of Revelation, they turned aside and
disbelieved, until they pronounced judgement against Him for
Whose separation they had lamented. Know ye that they are
in manifest loss. Say: O people of the Bayan! Abandon their
path and follow not in their footsteps. Thus doth the Most
Exalted Pen command you, if ye be of them that hearken. Op-
pose not Him Who hath come unto you with the kingdom of
verses, the standards of clear proofs, and the banners of names
and attributes. Leave behind what ye possess and take what
hath been given you from God, the Mighty, the Wise. Whoso-
ever hath recognized this Revelation hath attained unto the
Word of Unity and witnessed what God had witnessed ere the
creation of earth and heaven, that there is none other God
but Him, the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

5 Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee and My turning to-
ward thee from the precincts of the Prison, and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having remembered me in Thy
Most Great Prison. I beseech Thee to strengthen me with such
steadfastness as shall cause the hearts of the croakers to quake.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl oK B e 3211 A2 51 o
SE LT, 5 Sl (K1 Laee L) )
ol e e ST

3 Vb S Y ey s p5 L 5
Sd Byl o \;)Q Y ge?\
ijg\;.@yau\%gdsg.@\)\
opms plol gl sl CBI Vi Y1 W)
SSLI a5 41 61 Y A &l )
;L}MM;L@)@E{&?’U 6}?@-\3
ot 158N B gy 5 Gle S
Ve b hal el oS o 0L

Q;é)LJ\Op(‘J\C)\FJ;oLq:;A-\\,ba-,G

rr?‘ P2 s QB o G 1l B
5 Wil 5 Ldel 5 Y1 el ) S5
sl W 31,0 5 Sl §) s L
Gl sl e 1581 01 U1 387 1y o)
og\%g‘pwo\ﬁ&gﬁ”wuj\;
SIS plie) o 12E Y 5 oo e
Iy o ¥ gl o 1 01 e W1 L
otﬁg\rwbo@\ oS S s e
s Ss b s oladll y TN ol
&Bﬂjbdﬂ&\lﬂ\&\é.ﬂyﬁj\b
A Lol s e ) S 56w selall s
A VLAY 6Ty 2, sl ) A

A sall ) sl s A

i e SO AB SU S ol s
GES L ML ST e
aalizal o vy ol ol e S

el 308 L o i

160



11

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH02305

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My king-
dom be upon thee and upon them who have turned towards the
Most Great Sea, detached from the world. They are verily the
people of Baha and the companions of the Crimson Ark, whom
My Herald hath mentioned in the Qayyumu’l-Asma, and I am
the All-Knowing Witness.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of Thy servant Abdullah,
that the remembrance of the All-Merciful may draw him to the
horizon of certitude, that station wherein whoso attaineth unto
it, the hosts of the world shall not frighten him, nor shall the
powers of the nations weaken him. Thus hath the command
been sent down from the heaven of the will of the Lord of
eternity at this time wherein the world hath been illumined by
the lights of His resplendent countenance. Say: Hearken unto
the call from the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing.
Verily it shall raise thee up and draw thee nigh unto God, the
Lord of the worlds.

Thy letter hath been presented and that which thy tongue of
recognition hath uttered hath attained unto the hearing of thy
Lord, the Hearer, the Answerer. Be thou thankful unto God
for this most great favor, then preserve it through His Name,
the Preserver, the Powerful, the Mighty. We have heard and
answered thee with a Tablet from whose horizon hath shone the
day-star of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the Compassionate, the
Bountiful. When thou discernest the fragrance of utterance
and the breezes from the kingdom of knowledge, arise and say:

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having remembered me, and
made me known, and guided me, and taught me, and made
clear to me Thy straight path from which most of Thy servants
have turned aside, save those whom Thou hast rescued through
Thy power that encompasseth all who are in the heavens and on
earth. I beseech Thee by the vessels of meaning upon the sea of
Names, and by the mysteries of Thy enduring Book, O Creator
of heaven, to make me steadfast in this Cause whereby princes
have lamented and divines have cried out, and the hearts of
those who have taken lords beside Thee have been perturbed.
Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. There is none other
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

(Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn)

We have desired to make mention of him who hath desired
to drink of My sealed wine, sealed with My Name, the Self-
Subsisting. O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Coun-
tenance! Thy name was presented and from it We perceived
the fragrance of thy love. We have answered thee with an
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utterance whereby the world hath been adorned and before
which all mention hath bowed down. Verily thy Lord is the
Truth, the Knower of the unseen. Blessed is the soul that
hath turned unto God in His days, and the tongue that hath
spoken His praise, and the foot that hath arisen to serve His
invincible Cause. Say: By God! The ocean of knowledge hath
surged and the fragrance of the All-Merciful hath been wafted
throughout creation. Blessed is he who hath cast away the
world and turned toward this exalted station.

When thou hast attained unto His verses and His proof, say:
Praise be to Thee, O Thou the Goal of the world, for having
remembered me while I was in the hands of those who were
heedless of Thy Cause and desired to shed the blood of those
who turned unto Thee and dwelt in Thy presence and bore
witness to that which the tongue of Thy grandeur had testified
before the creation of Thy heaven and earth - that verily Thou
art God, there is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Loving. Say: I beseech Thee, O my God, to make me steadfast
in Thy Cause that there may appear from me that which shall
endure as long as Thine excellent names endure. Verily, Thou
art powerful over what Thou willest through Thy word “Be”
and it is.

O Ha before Sin! Hearken unto the call of God, the True
King, the Manifest. It hath been raised from the white spot
beside the crimson tree planted on the mount of knowledge,

the station of the manifestation of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.

Verily, there is none other God but Me, the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the Bestower. And We make mention of him whom
thou didst mention, who is named ‘Abdu’llah, that he may
rejoice in the bounty of God, the Lord of lords. O ‘Abdu’llah!
Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One and We have
perceived from it the fragrance of thy sincerity to God, the One,
the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. We have heard thy call and
thy yearning in the love of God and that wherewith thou didst

commune with thy Lord, the Lord of names and attributes.

The Wronged One hath heard and answered thee with verses
that neither the circumstances of the world nor the succession
of ages and centuries can alter. They shall endure as long as My
most excellent names and exalted attributes endure. To this
doth the Creator of heaven bear witness from the most sublime
station. Cast aside all else but Me, then take the cup of life in
My name, then drink therefrom the wine of divine knowledge
by My leave and bounty. Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the
Bestower. Thus have the heavens of bounty revolved in thy
Lord’s name. Be thankful and say:
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Praise be to Thee, O Dawning-Place of verses and Manifesta-
tion of clear signs! From the horizon of grace hath shone forth
the sun of permission as a mercy from Us upon thee, that thou
mayest thank thy Lord, the Lord of all mankind. Let not the
requirements of wisdom, wherewith We have commanded all
in the Scriptures and Tablets, oppose Him. Hold fast unto the
cord of wisdom in all conditions. Verily it shall profit thee by
the command of God, the Lord of all men. Glory be upon
the people of glory who were not disturbed by the cawing of
every lying impostor - they who violated God’s Covenant and
Testament and disbelieved when God came with the standards
of verses.

(Mirza Aqay-i-Shirazi)

; We make mention of him who has desired the Countenance

and hath spoken in praise of God, the Lord of existence. This
is the Day whereon mankind hath arisen before God, the
All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. This is the Day concerning
which God gave tidings and proclaimed unto His servants
through His words: “Lead forth the people from darkness into
light and remind them of the days of God.” Thus hath the
matter been decreed from God, the Lord of what was and
what shall be. This is the Day whereon the mountains have
been set in motion, yet most of the people understand not.

7 Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and We have

heard thy call to God, the Lord of the frequented House. Thy
yearning hath attained unto Our hearing, and We have re-
vealed for thee that which no earthly thing nor any treasure
among treasures can equal. Hold thou fast unto the Most Great
Name and cleave unto the hem of God, the Lord of the exalted
Station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken and sum-
moned all unto His praiseworthy habitation. Among the peo-
ple are those whom the attraction of their Lord’s verses hath
so seized that they have cast away the world, turning unto
God, the Lord of eternity. They came, heard, responded, and
attained unto that which was recorded in the hearts of the
Prophets and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in My Pre-
served Tablet.

I desired for thee the grace of forgiveness from the clouds of the
mercy of thy Lord, the All-Merciful. We, verily, have cleansed
thee, as a bounty from Our presence, with the waters of loving-
kindness and favor. Verily thy Lord is the Compassionate, the
Tender, the All-Bountiful. If thou inhalest the fragrance of My
words and attainest unto the traces of My Pen, make mention
of My days and of that which befell Me at the hands of Mine
enemies—those who cast the Cause of God behind their backs,
in that they followed every rejected divine and every forsaken
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ignorant one. They pronounced judgment against Us—those
very ones who, when Our name was mentioned, arose and spoke
in seeming reverence; yet when We manifested the Cause, they
turned away from Us and objected unto Us with such injustice
that the people of the Kingdom on high lamented thereat.

We exhort thee unto that whereby the Cause of God shall be
exalted. This beseemeth whoso hath turned unto the Most
Exalted Horizon in this promised Day. Glory rest upon the
people of Baha who have held fast unto the Covenant of God
and His Testament, and have wrought according to that where-
unto they were bidden in His perspicuous Tablet. Praise be to
God, the King of kings and Sovereign of the kingdoms of eter-
nity.

O bearer of the letter Ha! Hearken once more unto the Call
issuing from this Lote-Tree, before Whose manifestation the
Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary, the Heavenly Paradise, the
Most Exalted Paradise, and whatsoever hath been created
through the Word of God, the Lord of all worlds, have bowed
in adoration. Verily, in every state doth He summon mankind
unto the Lord of the Throne above and the earth beneath,
and doth remind them of the verses of God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy.

At this moment We have purposed to make mention of My
handmaid and My leaf, who turned unto God and believed
in Him at a time when the men of the earth turned away,
save those whom God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment, hath
willed. Rejoice thou in that I have remembered thee and turned
toward thee from the direction of the Prison. By My life! All
that is seen upon the earth can never equal this. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Blessed art thou,
and blessed the handmaid who turned, believed, and attained
unto the knowledge of the Best-Beloved, when the veil was
rent asunder and the All-Bounteous appeared invested with
manifest sovereignty.

Render thanks unto thy Lord, then remember Him in the night
seasons and in the days, for verily He heareth and seeth, and
He is the Hearing, the Seeing. How many a handmaid hath
heard the Call of God, and how many a servant hath turned
away and been numbered, in the Book of God, among the
ungodly. Bliss be thine, inasmuch as thou hast quaffed the
sealed wine in the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for
thee from His Most Exalted Pen that which He hath ordained
for His devout handmaids, and that which shall profit thee in
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this world and in the world to come. Verily He is the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

BHO00542

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Mighty, the All-Powerful

O Mihdi! The world is in turmoil and none has recognized its
cause. Tribulation and adversity have encompassed it. The
earth shall not find rest save through the call “Be thou calm!”,
yet in view of the foundation of divine policy and the princi-
ples of heavenly ordinances, there has been and continues to be
restraint in the utterance of the Word. Aforetime this most ex-
alted Word descended from the Supreme Pen: The tabernacle
of world order is upheld by two pillars - reward and punishment.
In view of the recompense for their deeds, mankind is seen to
be in loss and affliction. In these days, this servant, present
before the Wronged One, has, as bidden, written certain pages
wherein exalted words attributed to the Crimson Scroll have
been recorded as befitting the occasion, written in such wise
that should anyone desire to see them, there would be no harm
in this, for therein are not mentioned those things that would
cause clamor and excitement among men. Brief mention has
been made of various utterances from the All-Merciful. Send a
copy thereof to Afnan A. and H., glory be upon him. It would
be well-pleasing if, at each occasion, a Tablet or utterance from
the Mother Book could be sent, for the divine Word increases
the spirit and guides the heart to the ocean of joy and freedom.

O My Name Mihdi! Reflect upon the world’s upheavals. By
My life! They shall not cease but shall increase with each pass-
ing day. Thus doth the All-Informed apprise thee. The people
have been and continue to be deprived of the call of Truth
and its sweetness. Strange it is that they are even deprived
of the call of the world itself, for the world, by the command
of the Ancient Lord, continually raises its voice to the highest
pitch. One such call was the Chief of Iran who moved about
like lightning, at times in the West, at times in the East, South
and North, striving day and night to order the realm and in-
crease its wealth, yet in the end returned empty-handed. By
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the rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing!
Had he possessed but one word from God it would have been
better than all he saw and heard and spent his life pursuing.
However, in his final years he committed no act causing grief,
therefore naught but good should be spoken of him. And as
he was related to one of God’s loved ones, perchance the word
of forgiveness may descend for him from the kingdom of the
All-Merciful’s favors, [and] in certain instances good words did
proceed from his tongue. There is no God but He, the Forgiv-
ing, the Generous.

O Mihdi! Raise thy hands in supplication. Verily thy Lord
is the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Perchance the people of
the world may be aided to achieve that which He loves and
is pleased with, and become detached and independent from
vain and unprofitable pursuits. The servant in attendance here
laid before Him the letter from Afnan, glory be upon him, and
likewise your honor submitted some matters again. That he
has acknowledged his shortcomings and sought forgiveness -
blessed is he, and exalted is he who has been made to know
humility and supplication in the days of his Lord, the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High. The hardships they have endured
in God’s path and the services they have rendered are all re-
membered before God and recorded in the Book. The divine
days which all sought to comprehend were found, after their
dawning and shining forth, to find all asleep and heedless, save
whom God willed.

That which has been written concerning Mirza Badi’, upon
him be Baha’u’llah’s glory - may they ever be confirmed in
that which brings down divine mercy. From this station We
send Our greetings to him who is named ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali and give
him glad tidings of God’s favor, the Lord of all worlds. He
has attained to that which God desired. Today, whosoever
shows love to the relatives of the exalted martyr, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory and mercy and favor, and attends to their
affairs, is beloved and accepted before the Wronged One.

As for the matter of the horse trader, it would be better and
more fitting. However, that which has been or will be sent
as a gift cannot be sold, while that which is in the name of
Huquq may be sold without objection. This is what the Pen
has spoken from the presence of the Ancient Lord in His noble
station.

Concerning what was written about the Blessed Place, this
matter rests with the Afnan themselves, upon them be My
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glory. Let them proceed as they deem best. God willing, they
have been and will continue to be successful in their charitable
works. By My life, all that the people possess shall perish,
while that which has been ordained by the Mighty, the Powerful
shall endure.

Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali must also attend to this matter. In-
structions were given to him who bears the Name of Generosity
to write and summon him. The right of the sister of the King
of Martyrs, upon them both be My most glorious splendor,
must be discharged, and this matter is essential. The law of
Huquq is most great in God’s sight. Blessed are they whom
the perishable ornaments of the world have not deprived of
trustworthiness. Blessed is he whose head is adorned with the
crown of trustworthiness. What his honor “S”, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory, has written concerning the taking of the
ledgers - excellent is the news and excellent the deed. God
willing, may they be aided to achieve that which leads to ex-
altation, glory and prosperity. As for people’s property that
the government has seized, its payment is not incumbent upon
the heirs - that is, the martyr, upon him be My glory, is not
indebted.

Regarding the land, it is a praiseworthy deed. We have made
it a piece of Paradise and named it the Verdant Spot, as a
favor from Us. The choice rests with its owner. The burial
of others without permission is not allowed, unless it would
cause corruption. In such case, one must act according to the
requirements of wisdom.

Mention was made of Mulla Husayn in the Afnan’s letter, there-
fore he has attained to the Wronged One’s remembrance. God
willing, may they know the worth of God’s Word and its sta-
tion, and drink from the cups of the words of the Kawthar
of steadfastness, that they may not be deprived of the out-
pourings of the All-Bountiful. From this station We send Our
greetings to him and to those who have believed in God in
that place, and We give them glad tidings of what God, the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting, has ordained for them.

O My Afnan! The most important of all matters today is the
teaching of the Cause - with spirit and fragrance, wisdom and
utterance. Convey greetings to each of the friends in that land
as wisdom permits, and remind them of what has flowed from
the Most Exalted Pen, that perchance the clamor and might
of the people may not prevent them from the Truth. Great
is this Day. Blessed is the soul that has fulfilled its covenant
and has arisen to serve its Lord in such wise that the affairs
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of the world have not kept it back from God, the Lord of the
Promised Day. Glory be upon you and upon My Afnan and
upon those who have acknowledged that which has been sent
down from the presence of the Truth, the Knower of things
unseen.

O Mihdi! The Pen of the All-Merciful in this first dawn of
the blessed month of Ramadan turneth toward the Tablet and
saith: The leaf which the honored Afnan A. and H., upon
them be the Glory of God, sent in thy name was presented in
its entirety before His countenance. May they, God willing, be
ever assisted in serving the Cause. Verily this shall profit them
in the hereafter and in this life, and in the worlds of their Lord,
the Mighty, the Powerful.

Concerning what they wrote about Mirza Badi’u’llah, his com-
ing to this land is not permitted. The Most Exalted Pen hath
previously warned that the Prison Land is in turmoil beneath
its surface, though outwardly it appeareth calm. Know ye
the melody of God and ponder upon it, O people. Verily
He speaketh the truth, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Moreover, there is no space available, and most are
in great hardship and difficulty due to the cramped conditions.
Their affairs have been and continue to be looked after by the
Afnan. It behooveth everyone to care for them according to
their means. Thus hath the All-Merciful commanded, both
before and at this time.

They mentioned A. and S. Were he to hear what We have
commanded him, he would see what he seeth not today, from
One Who is All-Informed, All-Knowing.

5 Likewise was mention made of the son of the Lesser Martyr.

May he, God willing, attain the grace of the True One. The
fragrances of love are wafted from him. It behooveth him to
beseech God to protect him and make him steadfast in this
Great Cause and upon this Straight Path.

Regarding what was written about Mosul, Abu’l-Hasan from
the land of T., and Samandar from the land of Q., as well as
others from other lands, have submitted this matter. We have
commanded the servant in attendance to send to the Afnan a
copy of what was revealed from the heaven of God’s Will in
reply to Abu’l-Hasan, that they may consider it. What the
Afnan, upon them be the Glory of God, have done in this
regard is acceptable in the presence of God, for they acted for
God and in His path. The deeds of each are witnessed and
recorded in the Book. Let them give thanks to God for this
great bounty. O Mihdi! Praise be to God, through divine grace
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their mention hath been and continues to be made in the Most
Holy Court, and time and again they have been adorned with
and have attained the ornament of His favor. The Glory be
upon them.

- This is a copy of what was revealed from the Kingdom of Utter-

ance in reply to him who is named Abu’l-Hasan: Concerning
what you wrote about Mosul, they said it would have been
better had they heeded the glad tidings and “give thou good
news to the patient ones” after the blessed words “We shall
surely test you.” Although drought hath overtaken most lands
this year, yet the spreading of such matters by the friends
might cause certain incidents. The mention and spreading of
such matters should always occur with permission. Verily He
knoweth His servants better than they know themselves. He is
indeed the Single One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

And whosoever desireth with utmost willingness and yearning
to pay the Huququ’llah should give it to such as your honor and
the trustees, and obtain a receipt, so that whatever transpireth
may occur with God’s leave and permission. Verily He is the
Teacher, the All-Wise.

The servant
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He is the All-Hearing, the All-Answering!

O My Name! Upon thee be My Glory! The Most Great Branch
hath appeared before the Face. The letters of the friends
written to thee have each been mentioned in the Most Holy
Presence and recorded by the Supreme Pen. The letter of
Mirza Aga which he sent to thee attained the honor of being
heard. He made mention of the barking ones - from Kerman
appeared that which flowed from the Supreme Pen in the Most
Holy Book, and that which is now hidden shall be made mani-
fest. Those who in past ages and centuries counted themselves
among the righteous and deemed themselves the most learned
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of the earth’s scholars - on the Day of Manifestation the sta-
tion and rank of each became clear and evident. By the life
of God! The recompense of their deeds seized them and they
returned to hell.

The deniers among the people of the Bayan cling to the same
vain imaginings. Through their attachment to names they have
been deprived of the Dawning Place of the lights of inner mean-
ings. The verses have encompassed the world and the evidences
have shone forth like the sun from the horizon of the heaven of
will, yet still some remain deprived and veiled. Say: This is not
a Cause that can be prevented by the cawing of crows or the
clamor of divines. Its light hath shone forth from the horizon
of proof with such brightness that neither veils can conceal it
nor coverings prevent it.

Thus hath the Pen spoken when the Ancient Beauty was in
the Most Great Prison. Blessed is he who hath heard the call
and taken the wine of steadfastness from the hands of power
and bounty, and hath drunk, detached from all names. By the
life of God! He is indeed of the people of Baha, as hath been
testified by the Lord of all beings and the Lord of the throne
above and the earth below in this exalted station.

Verily We make mention of him who made mention of thee, as
a token of My grace, for I am indeed the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous. O Mirza Aga! Hearken unto the call of Him
Who hath been wronged. He hath made mention of thee before,
and doth so at this hour, by the command of God, the Lord of
all worlds. Thy letter which thou didst send unto My Name,
upon him be My glory, hath reached Us. We have seen it and
heard thy call, and have answered thee through this wondrous
Book. Say: O people of God! Be not grieved by hardship, for
after it cometh ease.

By the life of God, had people not risen up to deny God’s
blessing, His grace would now have encompassed all the world.
For blessings have infinite meanings and degrees. Among these
is the outpouring of the True Bestower which is manifest and
resplendent in His days. In one station, the blessing is God’s
verses themselves, which are the food of the spirit, and upon
which dependeth the primary education of the servants.
another station it is the love of God, glorified be His majesty
- that blessing whose measure and station the pillars of the
world are powerless to define. It is the cause of fellowship and
the source of unity among the servants, and it is that which
guideth people to the most exalted horizon. Were but one of
its effulgences to fall upon cities and lands, it would attract

In
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all and draw them to the place of sacrifice. It is the trans-
former and the director by God’s command, glorified be His
majesty. It is that which kindleth the fire in hearts and souls,
and through it the divine Lote-Tree uttereth the blessed Word.
Its description cannot flow from the pen nor be concluded by
the tongue. In another station the blessing is virtuous charac-
ter, an adornment that befitteth all forms. Blessed is the soul
that is adorned with this ornament - such a one is accepted be-
fore God and beloved among men. Were the Supreme Pen to
desire to describe this station as it truly is, numerous volumes
would result.

We shall be brief, as is the way of the righteous, and make men-
tion of the souls aforementioned, that haply they may drink
of the choice wine of utterance and become detached from all
else but God. In ages and centuries past they worshipped vari-
ous gods while considering themselves believers in the unity of
God. But when the Greatest Light shone forth from the Most
FExalted Horizon of the world, it became clear and evident to
all that they were idol-worshippers. They martyred the Lord
of the world, yet to this day have not become aware. Today
is the day of true belief in God’s unity. All have been created
by God’s Word. The Most Great Infallibility belongeth exclu-
sively to God, exalted be His glory - none shareth with Him in
this station. The Letters, whether of the past or future, are all
created beings, and the source of all is the Divine Word, and
the educator of all is His grace.

Blessed is the soul that today attaineth unto the lights of true
belief and comprehendeth the meaning of the blessed words
“Verily there is no God but Him.” Ponder, O people of insight!
Reflect, O ye who are endowed with vision, that perchance ye
may catch the fragrances of the All-Merciful. Though some
veils have been rent asunder by the finger of power, others
remain, for were all to be rent at once, the foundations of the
world would be shaken and all peoples would be seized with
trembling.

O Pen! Set aside these remembrances and mention those whose
remembrance one of My loved ones has desired, that he may
thank his Lord, the Compassionate, the Generous. We make
mention of Our loved ones who have gathered in the house
of him who was named Husayn, and We remind them of that
which befitteth the Day of God, the Lord of the worlds.

O My loved ones! One of My servants hath made mention of
you, and We have mentioned you in verses which nothing in all
creation can equal. Give thanks unto God for this great favor.
Rejoice in that your names have flowed from the Most Exalted
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Pen while the Wronged One was in His manifest prison. By
God! The Most Great Announcement, whereof Muhammad
the Messenger of God gave glad tidings, and which the Inter-
locutor foretold aforetime, and concerning which the Spirit of
Truth gave tidings, hath made mention of you. Be ye strong in
the Cause with a power that the conditions of creation cannot
weaken, nor the clamor of the babblers who have violated God’s
Covenant and His Testament and have denied Him in Whom
they formerly believed render ineffective. The Book of God,
speaking from this sublime station, beareth witness unto this.
From this station We send greetings to the faces of Our loved
ones and give them glad tidings of My favor which hath pre-
ceded existence. Blessed is he who standeth firm whom clamor
hath not caused to sit, and blessed is the speaker whom the
doubts of those who have denied God, the Lord of the seen
and unseen, have not silenced. Cast behind you idle fancies
and shatter the idols of vain imaginings in the name of your
Lord, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Thus hath the
shrill voice of My Pen been raised and the rustling of My Lote-
Tree. Blessed are they who hear.

O My Name! We have made mention of Our loved ones in Kaf.
Give them glad tidings of My grace, My mercy, My loving-
kindness and My favor which have encompassed all that was
and shall be.

And mention was made of Mirza Shukru’llah who hath turned
to the Most Exalted Horizon. Blessed is the soul that hath been
awakened by the breezes of the Revelation and hath risen from
the graves of heedlessness and idle fancies. O Shukru’llah! The
Wronged One maketh mention of thee. This is a most great
favor. Hold thou fast unto it and be of the thankful ones. Say:

My God, my God! This is Thy servant and the son of Thy
handmaiden who desireth to drink the choice wine of revelation
from the hands of Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by the fire of
Thy love whereby all created things were set ablaze, to enable
me to turn wholly unto Thee, detached from all else but Thee.
O my Lord! Aid me to stand firm in Thy Cause, then write
me down among Thy servants who believe in Thy unity. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful.

And We make mention of him who was named Muhammad-
Ja’far that he may rejoice and be of the thankful ones. Say:

My God, my God! I have turned unto Thee, detached from all
else but Thee and holding fast unto Thy cord. I beseech Thee
not to deprive me of the heaven of Thy bounty, the ocean
of Thy grace and the sun of Thy bestowals. O my Lord! I
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am the weak one who hath clung to the hem of Thy strength,
and the disturbed one who hath turned to the horizon of Thy
tranquility and Thy power. I beseech Thee not to disappoint
me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Exalted, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O My Name! We have observed the letter of the beloved one -
upon him be My Glory - which he sent in the name of Jud. The
fragrance of divine love was wafted therefrom. We beseech God
to confirm him and set his affairs aright - that is, whatsoever
is in accordance with wisdom. By the Sun of the horizon of
proof! He hath ordained and continueth to ordain that which
is best for His loved ones. Ask thou God to set His people
aflame in those regions. O people of God! Be not grieved.
God hath been and will ever be with you. Each one of you
must manifest such qualities as will cause the people to turn
and be attracted. O dear one! Convey My greetings to the
loved ones of God and say: This is the day of steadfastness
and the day of service. We beseech God to protect all.

7 O Ali! Upon him be My glory! You have ever been remembered

and still are remembered. Repeatedly have you been blessed
by the Most Exalted Pen. O Ali! You have been mentioned in
the presence of the Wronged One. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to send down upon you and His party from the heaven
of His bounty a blessing from His presence and a grace from
His side. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

We make mention of Ibn-i-Shahid, upon them both be My
glory, and bid him to steadfastness. O people of God! You
must manifest yourselves in such wise that no opportunity re-
mains for the barking ones - that is, their hopes may be trans-
formed into despair. Say: O Ali-Akbar! Fear God and follow
not vain imaginings and idle fancies. This is He but for Whom
the Books of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting,
would not have been revealed. Through Him was every Mes-
senger sent and every Book revealed. The Preserved Tablet
in His presence bears witness to this. Fear God and follow
not the people of idle fancy. We have previously commanded
you to manifest the Greater Steadfastness. With your Lord is
the knowledge of all things in a perspicuous Book. Nothing
escapes His knowledge. Verily, He is the Truth, the Knower of
the unseen.

We convey greetings to the people of God and give them the
glad-tidings of God’s favor. We beseech Him to aid all to that
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which causes the exaltation of His Cause and His Word. Cast
behind you all who are on earth and say: Praise be to Thee, O
our God, our Goal, and our Beloved, for having made known
unto us the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation, the Dayspring
of Thine inspiration, and the Manifestation of Thy Self, and for
having drawn us nigh unto Thee, and for having caused us to
hear Thy call, and for having shown us Thine all-highest hori-
zon, and for having given us to drink of Thy sweetest Kawthar.
O Lord! We beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou
hast subdued all names, to make us of those whom neither the
allusions of the divines nor the doubts of the theologians have
deterred. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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Praise be to the Goal of all the worlds, Who at all times hath
caused to be revealed and made manifest from the Most Ex-
alted Pen the mention of His loved ones and chosen ones. In
these days ye have surely heard what hath befallen the Choice
Wine through the tyranny of the aggressors and the calumnies
of the slanderers. By the life of our Lord and the Lord of the
Throne and earth! They have exchanged truth for falsehood,
trustworthiness for treachery, acceptance for rejection, justice
for tyranny, and fairness for oppression. Through this every
fair-minded one hath lamented, the sighs of every assured one
have ascended, and the tears of every seeing one have fallen. I
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist them to re-
turn unto Him, to turn in repentance at the door of His bounty,
and to stand before the throne of His justice. He, verily, is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Unconstrained. And this is what
was revealed for him who was named ‘Ibadu’llah. His word,
exalted be His glory and abundant be His favors:

O ‘Ibadu’llah! By the life of God, the Wronged One is in mani-
fest grief. My grief is not for My imprisonment and what hath
befallen Me from Mine enemies, but from those who claim to
love Me yet have wrought that which hath caused My sighs to
ascend, My tears to fall, and the Tablet and the Pen to lament.
The clear Book of God beareth witness unto this. We have
manifested the Cause and sent down the verses, yet most of
the people are heedless. Those who denied God’s proof and
evidence have fallen, and violated His covenant and testament.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

éé)\ d\f-\@e:):a{\) OLlle 5 5ms e
<.t;\ A A 5 3k Lawls Usl §3 98 Lol
Crenn Ml ) § 9% 0358 Lol b1 5F &)l
o0& 3)ly 4 pe G (AR DL Ak
Gaall 193y 5 1 5 Gl Oy g Ly ad
02 2V JBYI Ll 1LY, oL
Sy SNl Sl (w, Judl
3 G KONy Oden s Coain K
dlo s SO Il pem K Sle 25
bl AV, Al gl e eay O
S g 6l doe oo sl oL A
A ) sbay o b I Lo M Lkl 5l

Al (:9: 4 J»

G O Gl O Bl el sl L
Sl o e ys by s o dim o
Sl Lo 142 5 o 0l ol e
A C;U\ 4zl dle oI55 3135 4
5 oYl Bl ) B OB S gy
f:.\s‘;:léw\yﬁj{\pﬁu LYW
3 odge 1yl 5 alay 5 A @ LK1 )

174



ot

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BH00561

We beseech God to assist them to return. Verily, He is the
Forgiver, the Generous. The Herald hath called from every
direction, yet most of the people are transgressors. Blessed
art thou for having found the fragrance of revelation and rec-
ognized Him Who was mentioned in the Books of God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. In the establishment of Him Who
conversed on Sinai upon the throne of Revelation, and the ar-
rival of the Glory in the prison of ‘Akka are signs for those who
are discerning.

Say: O concourse of men! Cast aside what the people possess
and take My Choice Wine, sealed with My Self-Subsisting
Name. Then drink thereof despite every ignorant remote
one and every doubting learned one. Thus hath the light
of utterance dawned from the horizon of the heaven of thy
Lord’s mercy, the All-Merciful, that thou mayest rejoice and
be among the thankful ones.

O Hasan, son of Mirza! Behold what hath appeared and shone
forth from the horizon of God’s will, the Lord of this exalted
station. Then hear what hath been raised from this Most Sub-
lime Horizon and say: O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven!
I beseech Thee by the cries of those near unto Thee in their
separation from Thee, and the lamentations of the sincere ones
in Thy days, and by the ocean of Thy verses and the dawning-
place of Thy revelation and inspiration, to strengthen me in
such steadfastness as shall not be shaken by the hosts of the
heedless nor the ranks of the oppressors. O my Lord! T am
Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I desire naught but
to serve Thy Cause. I beseech Thee by the lights of the dawn
of Thy Manifestation not to disappoint me and Thy loved ones
in what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen ones in Thy per-
spicuous verses. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward
the horizon of Thy Cause and holding fast to the cord of Thy
grace. Ordain for me that which will draw me nigh unto the
court of Thy glory and the carpet of Thy holiness. Verily,
Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest through Thy
Most Exalted Word. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Bashir-
Muhammad in luminous language. Verily thy Lord doeth what
He willeth, and He is the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
Glory be to God! He hath believed and continueth to believe.
His likeness is as one who occupieth himself with a drop while
the ocean itself existeth. It is not known by what proof and
testimony he hath believed in the Primal Point and, before
Him, in the Prophets. By My life! He hath not recognized the
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fragrance of the Day of God. The Primal Point, with utmost
helplessness, proclaimeth with His most exalted call:

“O people of the Bayan! On that Day be ye not veiled from
Him by the Bayan and its verses, and commit not that which
the people of the Furqan committed.” Today the Divine carpet
is spread forth and the people of Baha are engaged in praise
and glorification with utmost joy and gladness. We beseech
God that He deprive not those who have turned towards Him
from the waves of the ocean of mercy, and withhold them not
from the lights of the Luminary of proof which hath shone
forth from the horizon of the heaven of will. Take hold of the
hem of grace with the hands of supplication and say:

“Unto Thee be glory, O Lord of earth and heaven! I beseech
Thee by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, through which the
backs of the manifestations of idle fancies and vain imaginings
were broken, and by Thy Command, whereby what was and
what will be were subdued, to ordain for me the reward of
those who heard Thy call, hastened to the door of Thy bounty,
and quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the hand of
Thy bestowal. Thou seest, O my God, what hath befallen
Thy loved ones, Thy chosen ones, and Thy trusted ones in
Thy lands. The oppressors have hamstrung Thy crimson She-
camel and devoured Thy sheep, O Lord of all beings, and have
committed that which hath caused justice to lament and equity
to cry out. O Lord! Thou hearest the sighing of the sincere
ones and beholdest what hath befallen them at the hands of the
oppressors. I beseech Thee by Thy power which encompasseth
all created things to protect Thy loved ones from the mischief of
Thine enemies. Then guard them with the hosts of Thy justice.
Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom neither the power of the
world nor the strength of nations can withhold. Then I beseech
Thee, O my God, to forgive me and my son, and whosoever
hath held fast to the cord of Thy bounty and clung to the
hem of Thy grace. Verily Thou art the Most Merciful of the
merciful, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the
heavens and on earth.”

O Pen of Eternity! Make mention of him who hath been
named Haydar-‘Ali, that the sweet savors of utterance may
draw him unto a station wherein he shall behold naught save
the sovereignty of God, His grandeur, His glory and His power.
Thus have We sent down the verses and set them forth in truth,
and He is the Mighty, the Commander, the Powerful.

We have verily witnessed thy devotion and heard thy call. We
have summoned thee to the right hand of the Garden of Par-
adise that thou mayest hear and see that which the learned of
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the earth and its mystics have been prevented from beholding,
save whom God hath willed, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

None should hesitate today regarding this momentous An-
nouncement. It behooveth every soul, upon perceiving the
divine fragrances and hearing the Call from the direction of
the Throne, to say: “Here am I, here am I, O Thou Goal
of the mystics and Beloved mentioned in the hearts of the
sincere!”

I beseech Thee by Thy radiant Light and Thy pervading, re-
splendent Cause to assist me in that which will exalt Thy Cause
and the station of Thy Word. O my Lord! T am Thy servant
and the son of Thy servant, and I desire naught save the won-
ders of Thy grace. Thou art He by Whose will the Supreme
Pen moved and that which was hidden and treasured in the
hearts of the chosen ones was revealed. I beseech Thee by Thy
Lamp which the winds have encompassed, and by Thy Name
through which Thou hast subdued all names, to enable me to
arise to serve Thee and to aid me in Thy remembrance and
praise in such wise that neither the onslaught of hatred nor
the roaring of enemies shall deter me. O my Lord! Ordain for
me through Thy bounty that which will draw me nigh unto
Thee and make me a champion of Thy Cause and a guardian
of what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O Isma’ill Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the
Beautiful. Remember what My Herald hath uttered in re-
membrance of Me and of My station, saying: “I have writ-
ten a gem in His remembrance - verily He cannot be known
through My allusion nor through what hath been revealed in
the Bayan.” With utmost clarity doth that Sovereign of exis-
tence and Lord of the seen and unseen declare that He cannot
be known through My allusion nor through what hath been
revealed in the Bayan. Time and again have We mentioned
this verse and other passages that have flowed from the Pen
of the Herald. Nevertheless, those who have turned away from
the Bayan do at the very first instance seek to adduce proofs
from the Bayan.... [two pages missing]

O Muhammad Qabl-i-‘Ali! The Supreme Pen at this moment
speaks these exalted words: O people of Tal He Who was
recorded in the Books, inscribed in the Scrolls, and mentioned
in the hearts, has come. We beseech God to aid Him through
you and through your steadfastness. Verily, He hears and an-
swers, and He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

These days have no likeness or similarity. Strive that perchance
ye may attain to that which is the cause of the guidance of
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creation. Today the Path calls out and the Balance counsels
all with justice and equity. Blessed are they who have attained
unto hearing and act accordingly.

Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne and
of the dust, for He hath made mention of thee in His Most
Great Prison in such wise that thy mention and thy name shall
endure in the Book of God, the Lord of this glorious station.

O Sadiq! Truthfulness and uprightness have ever been among
the great divine attributes. Blessed are they who have clung
fast thereunto. Such calumnies have reached Us as have caused
the Spirit to lament and every trustworthy and truthful one to
cry out. I do not complain of My grief and sorrow. I am
patient in tribulation and render thanks unto God, the Lord
of this wondrous Day. I have borne afflictions in His path and
witnessed that which none other hath witnessed. To this testify
all fair-minded ones possessed of knowledge and all the learned
that are endowed with insight.

Trustworthiness, religiosity, chastity, truthfulness and purity
are the distinguished garments of God, exalted be His glory.
Blessed is he who adorns his temple therewith. He is indeed
among the successful ones in the Book of God, the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Muhammad-
i-Qabl-i-Baqir and give him the glad-tidings of God’s loving-
kindness, the Mighty, the Beautiful. O Muhammad-i-Qabl-i-
Baqir! Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
made known unto me the Source of Thy commandments and
the Dayspring of Thy laws, Whom Thou hast established as
Thy station in Thy land. I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by
the lights of Thy Throne, and by the Scroll which none hath
known save Thyself, and by the showers of the springtime of
Thy grace, and by the mysteries of Thy Books, Thy Scriptures
and Thy Tablets, to make me so firm in Thy love, so steadfast
and resolute that neither the oppression of the idolaters, nor
the clamor of the heedless, nor the onslaught of those who have
disbelieved in the Day of Judgment may move me.

O Lord! T am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I
acknowledge my heedlessness and hesitation in Thy days. I
beseech Thee to enable me to make good what hath escaped
me, then ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted Pen the rec-
ompense of one who hath quaffed the choice wine of revelation
from the hand of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the One Who
hath power to do what Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

BSW#05.47x, GPB.190x
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib et al., in Baghdad

He is God, exalted be His glory in greatness and power!

My spirit be a sacrifice for Thy love! The noble and exalted
letter, which was a treasury of fragrant meanings and the
dawning-place of sufficient and healing utterance, illumined
the eyes of this evanescent servant and enlightened the heart.
Indeed, boundless joy was experienced, for its outward expres-
sions were sweet and its inner meaning indicated faithfulness
and firm establishment in the Cause of the Beloved of the
worlds. Praise be to God that at all times the breezes of the
mention of the Desired One of all things waft from thy heart,
tongue and pen in constant succession, appearance and mani-
festation. Well is it with thee and with us! That which thou
hadst written concerning the distribution of verses and their
dispatch to the known place is understood. Thou hast not
shown, nor dost thou show, any laxity in service to the Cause,
but rather carriest it out to the extent of thy capacity, nay
beyond that. Again, well is it with thee and pleasant it is for
us!

As for what thou hadst written about the person who came
from Europe and who had inquired about the nature of the
claim, the laws, and the primary purpose of this community, it
was presented at the Throne. He - exalted be His glory - saith:

O physician! The laws were indeed revealed in those days, but
We did not send them forth, in Our wisdom, nor is it permissi-
ble that he whom thou hast mentioned in thy letter should be
apprised of them. We verily see the days in travail. He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed. When the time cometh, We
shall send them forth in truth as a grace from Us to all the
worlds.

And as for what he asked thee about the foundation of the
Cause, say: Thou wouldst not hear from me even if thou hadst
an attentive ear. Turn with it to the rock and thou wilt hear
from it in the loudest cry: “By God! That which was hidden in
the treasuries of inviolability and power and in the repositories
of might and mysteries hath appeared with such sovereignty
as cannot be hindered by the veils of the evil ones nor by the
imaginings of the heedless!” Then turn to the thickets and thou
wilt hear from them: “The All-Possessing, the Most High hath
come!” Then hasten to the mountain peaks and they will say:
“The Lord of all creation hath come!” Thus do all things speak,
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if thou be of them that hear. Hast thou not heard that the
Spirit said that if these were to hold their peace, the very stones
would cry out? Thus doth He inform thee, with Whom is the
Preserved Tablet. Dost thou inquire about the sun after its
appearance at high noon, and seek after Him Whom the very
essence of understanding is ashamed to be associated with?
Wipe thine eyes with the fingers of submission, then look, and
thou wilt see Him at the center of possibility, speaking in the
name of God, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

i Say: This is He Who was promised to you in all the Tablets of

God, and of Whom Isaiah informed you. Return thy gaze to
the Torah and the Gospel that thou mayest know the decree
of this Day and detach thyself from what thou hast, turning
to the Kingdom of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

This is not the day of questioning. The Beginning hath
appeared in the End with the sovereignty of grandeur and
majesty, calling all to the Dawning-Place of the evidences
of your Lord, the Powerful, the Most High, the Mighty, the
Great. Beware lest thou be of those who awaited the days
of the Messiah, but when He came with the truth, they
pronounced His death sentence and were of the most lost.
The Dove, beneath the talons of the enemies, calleth out at
the highest pitch in such wise that the hosts of heedlessness
cannot frighten It, nor can what hath befallen It from the
wrongdoers prevent It. Reflect thou upon It and what hath
befallen It from the people of hatred, and what It uttereth in
the heaven of creation, that thou mayest leave creation behind
thee, turning to the Dayspring of lights, and say: “I believe in
God, O Thou Who art imprisoned and estranged!”

O physician! The mention of such remembrances is not permis-
sible today. It must have been evident to you that the Supreme
Pen has not yet moved according to its own motion, for it has
ever been mindful of people’s weakness and the need to be gen-
tle with them. Nevertheless, observe how great is that which
hath been sent down from His presence, and what lieth con-
cealed in the heaven of thy Lord’s will. Yet these unjust people,
despite these manifest proofs, sacred conditions, firm manifes-
tations, clear signs, and all-encompassing evidences, are still in-
toxicated. The vain imaginings of people have been forbidden
from the Most Exalted Horizon, and the person mentioned was
not truthful. His purpose was merely to send news, for Euro-
pean travelers are greatly desirous of new information to boast
about in their own lands. Indeed, there are groups specifically
assigned to travel to various regions and send back new reports
- this was his intention. In any case, give him no document, for
he will publicize it in that very land. In truth, this response
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that was revealed was out of kindness to you, not specifically
for the inquirer. End.

This servant submits that one of the leaders of this group, who
is very well-known, sent a petition to the Most Holy Court,
and a specific response was revealed for him, a copy of which
was sent. If deemed advisable, you may show it to him, but
interpretation is not permitted - let him understand whatever
he will. Be very vigilant regarding the Cause, for protecting the
Cause is today more necessary than all else. For many times
such persons have come specifically to investigate, having no
purpose except to discover what is hidden and then object to it
after gaining knowledge. In all circumstances be watchful, for
the malevolent ones have been and are engaged in sedition. In
all conditions, keep your eyes on wisdom. He is our Protector
and your Protector in this world and the next. There is no
God but He, the Forgiving, the Generous.

As for what you wrote concerning your brother, upon him be
the Glory of God, this is what was revealed for him from the
heaven of grace and favor: “O physician! The mention of thy
brother hath been made before the Throne...” to the end of
His mighty and exalted Words.

Regarding what you wrote about the land of Kerman, God

willing, a specific Tablet will be sent for the person mentioned.

However, it is incumbent upon the loved ones in that land and
elsewhere to strive themselves in such matters. In one instance,
these exalted words were revealed from the heaven of will: “The

loved ones must move like the arteries in the body of the world.

They must not remain deprived from serving the Cause for a
moment, nor be heedless of any of its members.” We beseech
God to give all to drink from the Kawthar of steadfastness in
such wise that the winds of the doubts of the ungodly may
not move them, and to purify the earth from the defilement of

those who have denied God and followed every ignorant rabble.

They are indeed the most lost of all creatures before God, the
Most High, the Great.

Concerning what you wrote about constantly instructing the
companions not to admit strangers or inform them of matters,
yet they neither listened nor listen - you are right, for firm
decrees have repeatedly been revealed from the Source of the
Cause regarding this matter. Nevertheless, some of the loved

ones have not heeded and have been deceived by the ignorant.
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We beseech God to aid them to follow that which they have
been commanded.

As to what was written about the wife of Aga Muhammad,
what his honor has done is certainly meritorious and appropri-
ate. The Book of Laws was revealed in the language of verses
in this land, and likewise some were revealed in Persian in the
Land of Mystery. However, permission for their dissemination
has not yet dawned. Since mention of the aforementioned wife
was made twice in his honor’s letter, this servant presented it
at the Most Holy Court, and afterwards extracted and sent
those verses concerning marriage from the Book of Laws. God
willing, they will reach their destination, otherwise the laws are
available. In any case, this is the decree as has been revealed
in detail from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s will. Blessed are
they who act upon them.

Since it was arranged that whatever is mentioned should be
responded to point by point in its entirety, it is therefore sub-
mitted that his honor’s letter dated the 10th of the month
of fasting was received. The petition of Sassoon and men-
tion of Khudadad and other letters and their contents were
all presented before the Throne. This is what was revealed for
Sassoon and Khudadad from the Lord of Creation: “Blessed
are they for having attained unto that which they were com-
manded in the Tablets of God...”

5 As to what was written in the previous and subsequent letters

that news had arrived of the Ancient Beauty’s intention to
proceed to Iran - yes, this matter is essentially correct. Several
consultative meetings were held and such was their intention.
This news caused alarm among the clergy, but they soar on
the wings of their own desires and are occupied with their
conjectures. The Command is in God’s hands - He doeth what
He willeth and ordaineth what He desireth. In any case, this
news has spread widely in Iran itself, reports have come from
all directions mentioning this matter, and someone specifically
came and gave details. If the incident of Badi’ (upon him
be the Most Glorious Beauty of God) had not occurred and
they had intended it, the Ancient Beauty would certainly have
proceeded, for He explicitly stated so in that Tablet. However,
after this incident the matter appears difficult - the Command
is in God’s hands. We shall see what God wills and what He
ordains.

Furthermore, the petition of his honor Mustafa (upon him be
the Glory of God, the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Most Glo-
rious) which contained mention of the loved ones of God and
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verses of Master ‘Abu’l-Hasan was presented at the Most Holy
Court and was accepted. They said its reply would be sent
after the second news.

They said to convey to all wondrous, sublime, most wondrous
and most glorious greetings from the True One. Soon We shall
send down for them from the heaven of Will that which their
Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Compelling, hath de-
sired.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of majesty and might.

Praise be to God, Who in this Day hath lifted the veil of con-
cealment from the face of meanings, and in Whose advent the
secret of the “twofold utterance” hath been disclosed. We
praise Him with such praise as shall illumine the dawning-
places of hearts, and make them ready for the shining of the
lights of the countenance of the Well-Beloved.

He it is Who hath kindled, amid the darkness of idle fancies,
the lamp of the knowledge of His beauteous, all-knowing Face,
and Who, in the wilderness of heedlessness and error, hath
made manifest the paths of approach and guidance. He hath
commanded the people of knowledge and understanding to un-
veil the veils of the followers of the religions, and hath spoken
with utmost clarity in expounding the realities of the verses, in
such wise that the light hath encompassed all directions, and
the effulgences of the Sun of everlasting life have prevailed over
all who are in heaven and on earth.

Exalted, exalted is His great bounty in this blessed Day! Glo-
rified, glorified is His firm and mighty Cause in this radiant
morn! The minds can never apprehend the essence of His
Cause, nor can they attain unto the knowledge of its reality.
Even as we hold His very Essence sanctified above knowing and
describing, so too is His Cause exalted above being compassed
by understanding or comprehension. How shall the thoughts of
men reach unto the court of the knowledge of Him? He hath
said — and His word is truth — “Vision comprehendeth Him
not.”

Glorified art Thou, O my God, Thou Who hast manifested
Thy mighty Cause, sent down Thy perspicuous Book, and com-
manded Thy servants by that which Thou didst reveal therein
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of Thine irrevocable and most firm decree! How can I remem-
ber and praise Thee, when I know with certitude that Thou
canst not be described by words, nor known by the essences of
minds and thoughts? And how can I keep silence in this station,
when I am well aware that the tongue hath been created for
remembrance and utterance, to celebrate the subtleties of Thy
praise, O Lord of the realm of being and King of all contingent
things?

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by the blood of the martyrs shed in
Thy path, by the burning of the hearts of Thy loved ones when
the winds of trials and tribulations blew in Thy love, by their
steadfastness in Thy Cause, their severance unto Thee, and
their lowliness before Thee, to strengthen me in that for which
Thou didst create my tongue, and to enable me to perform
that which Thou hast bidden me — that I may call upon Thee
in the nights and at the break of dawn, commune with Thee
at the extremities of the day, describe Thee with the highest
of praises, extol Thee in terms above the reach of minds and
thoughts, and glorify Thee with such glorification as shall cause
the breasts of Thy tried and faithful ones to dilate.

O my God, my Lord, my Hope! I praise Thee for that which
Thou hast bestowed upon Thy bond-slaves in this Most Great
Manifestation. Thou didst assist them to turn and to accept;
Thou didst aid them to direct themselves and to attain — after
they had been secluded in the corners of remoteness and abase-
ment. Thou didst clothe them in the vesture of nearness and
reunion — after they had wandered in the deserts of estrange-
ment and separation. Thou didst lead them to the cool waters
of guidance — after they had strayed in the wastes of heedless-
ness and error. Thou didst single them out for the subtleties
of Thy favours, and didst adorn them with the robes of Thy
bounty and loving-kindness.

This is naught but the outpouring of Thine abounding grace
and Thy mighty loving-kindness; otherwise, where would ca-
pacity and acceptance be found? None attaineth save by Thy
power and Thy might.

Glorified art Thou and exalted! Thou hast created, provided,
honoured, and enriched. There is no hindrance to Thy bounty,
no repeller of Thy decree, no limit to Thy generosity. Even as
Thy very Essence is exalted above beginnings and endings, so
too is Thy act hallowed above firstness and finality. Whatso-
ever is attributed unto Thee or proceedeth from Thee is sanc-
tified, even as Thyself, above the knowledge of Thy creatures
and the comprehension of Thy servants.

The very quintessence of oneness and knowledge is this: that
Thou canst not be known by minds nor commemorated by

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

hitly D53 S o) ol UK
Vo S35V Caes Y Sl Gl JC
el STy KON Juadl alg O
S G Ol O ely plll Vs G
ey OBV el L bl sl (3 0L\

Al

S G o by el Oy
Ll oy e s ok Gl
A Jo ey ckz G ol
G257 O bl eepiasy ) (el
Gl e @By d W Gl L e
S by eVl QLT ehobl &t o
& Sy SV el cliwly LU0 o bl
L‘: d’l.’:ﬁ\_} )Ké‘}/\) J}Zx“ 4{\).}\ Op ﬁ‘*f.

o EV YNyl s o - 2

Jo Canil L dusl Sl <5~C.-v Al
e W, <l eV el s 3 kG|
gy sl o rr":\:b Jsdlly JLBYI
Joly el Ly G (piSeme 1587 Ledw
\}:K Lﬂu\&g JL,o}]\} g')jﬁ\ df- r{,}c C,-'J&;
iy dLai¥)  al Sl G b
Al jolee (3 Vgels Lodny bl Y e
o3y Bl ol tassly INE,

el el ol

) oy M o oo VIS
Nz W dmY s ey 2B o Y
Jpo ) gy

;@5‘;&})}&3&-&.}@)&1}@.

e Wy ASE 1> Vs ellad sl ¥ o
Sl Ul e by can K s
e, o & Ul sl e el o3
S pp S s e glay o) S

e o)y Sils

S Y bl de e
oy Y EIY et 0L ST Y, Jaall

184



15

16

Vol. 103: Writings of Baha’u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part I

BHO00577

tongues. The loftiest of praises can but recount the marvellous
effects of Thy handiwork. The description of the possible world
must revert to what it perceiveth in the realm of contingency,
and the praise of the creature be limited to the wonders of Thy
creation and the evidences of Thy Cause and Thy power.

O Thou Revealer of the religions! This is a boundary beyond
which no soul can pass; no rank in knowledge hast Thou or-
dained for us higher than this. If Thou deign to accept our re-
membrance, Thou art the Best of those who are remembered;
and if Thou accept it not, still art Thou the Best of those who
are praised and thanked. Thy acceptance of the remembrance
of Thy servants is but a pure favour from Thee, O Lord of
the Day of Calling; and Thy non-acceptance is naught but the
consequence of lack of capacity and the deficiency of existence
when brought before the court of Thy majesty.

O Lord of the unseen and the seen! Since Thou hast com-
manded me to remember and praise Thee, I heed it not and
mention Thee amidst the peoples. I entreat Thee to protect
Thy loved ones beneath the shade of Thy guardianship and
Thy care, to adorn them with the lights of the Sun of Thy
tenderness among Thy creatures, and to grant them supreme
steadfastness upon the path of Thy love. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful; there is no God but Thee, the Giver, the Be-
stower, the All-Loving, the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of His love, who speakest
as did the Burning Bush, and takest thy portion from the lights
of the Lamp of this Manifestation in this hallowed, far-famed
Day! The breaths of the musk of affection have been diffused
from the traces thy pen hath inscribed, and the breasts of the
people of unity have been cheered by inhaling that fragrance.

Well is it with thee, thou who hast attained unto the position of
the favour of thy Lord, and dwellest beneath the shadow of the
care of Him unto Whom is thine ultimate return and abiding
place. It behoveth thee to soar with the wings of joy and
gladness, and to rise, with the pinions of delight and exultation,
in the firmament of the bounty of thy Lord, the Ordainer of
reunion and communion.

By thy life, O beloved! I marvel at what floweth from thy pen
— mention of griefs and sorrows in this Day whereon the world
hath been set in motion by the outpourings of the favours of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful. Such bounty hath appeared as the
tongue of remembrance is powerless to set forth, and the pen
of thanksgiving is unable to record.

I beseech God, exalted be He, to strengthen thee at all times in
the fulfilment of gratitude and thankfulness with a joy such as
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the tongues of the dwellers on earth are powerless to describe,
and to enable thee to write letters in such wise that no breath of
sorrow wafteth therefrom. For if joy and gladness be not made
manifest in this blessed Day, at what time shall the goblets of
rejoicing be quaffed, and when shall we arise, in gladness and
delight, to make mention of the Cleaver of the dawn, thy Lord,
the All-Glorious, the All-Forgiving?

This verily is the Day of gladness. Blessed is he who rejoiceth
in what it proffereth of the bounty of God, the Lord of existence
and the King of the unseen and the seen. And happy is he who
clotheth himself in the garment of joy in the days of his Lord,
the All-Glorious, the All-Loving.

O thou beloved one! When thy letter arrived, I laid it before
the countenance of thy Lord; and this is what hath shone forth
from the horizon of His exalted utterance. Exalted be His
grace:

He is God, exalted be His glory, the All-Wise, the All-Eloquent

O Jamal! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. Thou hast repeatedly recalled that which hath
already been mentioned. Verses have been sent down; clear
proofs have been made manifest; the light of favour shineth
from the horizon of bounty, and the radiance of grace is gleam-
ing forth.

Glorified be God! The sun of certitude hath risen from the
loftiest horizon of the world, and the dove of utterance singeth
upon the highest branch; yet, for all this, a people are busied
with calumnies and engage in lying words. Falsehood was con-
demned aforetime; nevertheless that which is more grievous
hath now been wrought by that veiled soul, Dawlatabadi, de-
void of fairness, who hath turned away from the sweet, reviving
waters of the Euphrates unto the foulness of corruption, and
from the revealed verses unto vain slanders. Without aware-
ness, he hath done that very thing which the people of a former
dispensation had done: at every moment a new discord is made
manifest and a new outcry raised.

For years the party of the former religion besought God —
exalted be His glory — for the appearance of His Manifesta-
tion. But when the gates of encounter were flung open, ye
beheld what they did and what they said. In truth, the pen
and tongue are ashamed to recount it. And now this heedless
man, Dawlatabadi, moved by idle fancies, raiseth his voice and
speaketh, and hath once more plunged these ignorant souls into
the same slanders of the past, causing them to be assailed anew
by those calumnies. It is unknown by what proof he professeth
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faith in the First Point, or on what basis he turneth away from
the path of God.

Such heedless souls are not worthy of mention. From God do
We implore that He may confirm His friends in whatsoever will
exalt the blessed Word.

We entreat God to open before thy face, and before the faces
of such as love thee for the sake of God, the gates of grace,
prosperity, bounty and bestowal. Verily, He is the Lord of
names, the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Say: O my God, my God! Thou beholdest me standing at the
door of Thy bounty, imploring the marvellous tokens of Thy
grace and favour. I beseech Thee by that command wherewith
Thou didst send down the Table from heaven upon Thy ser-
vants, and cause the rains of Thy mercy to pour upon Thy
creatures, to send down, from the cloud of Thy munificence,
upon this Thy servant, a favour from Thy presence, a blessing
from beside Thee, and a mercy from Thy side. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous, the Compassionate, the
All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

26 Convey, on My behalf, the cry of “God is Most Great” unto

him who is called Husayn, who came and attained, at the time
when this Wronged One was in the Most Great Prison, by
reason of what the hands of the heedless had wrought; and
unto My loved ones, who have not broken My Covenant and
My Testament.

 We make mention also of thine household in this station, and

announce to her My special care and My great bounty. This,
touching her, is that the hands of the divine Will have aided
and succoured her and enabled her to attain unto the En-
counter. Upon thee, upon her, and upon him whose name is
Habb’u’llah, it behoveth you all to give thanks unto your Lord
night and day. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

As for Jinab-i-Ibn-‘Attar and Jinab-i-Buzurg, upon them be
My glory and My grace; they circle, by permission, about the
Throne these days. Blessed are they! We beseech God to
confirm them in steadfastness in this mighty Cause.

The light of glory that hath shone from the heaven of My
utterance be upon thee and upon such as hearken unto thy
words in this Most Great Cause, at whose revelation the limbs
of the nations have trembled. Verily, thy Lord is He Who
speaketh, remembereth, expoundeth, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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Thy second letter hath likewise been received and perused, and
also a third; but the straitness of time hath occasioned some
delay in reply. Our hope is that thou mayest ever remain
dwelling and guarded beneath the shade of the protection of
God, and that each day thou mayest be adorned with the robe
of special favour and nourished by the bounty of grace.

Convey, on My behalf, a wondrous, exalted glorification unto
Jinab-i-Habb’u’llah and the members of his household, and
announce to them the glad-tidings of the loving care of the
Well-Beloved — exalted be His glory.

The spirit, the glory and the praise rest upon thee and upon
all who love thee for the sake of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.

O Ism-i-Jud! The letter which [person’s name] had written
to you - upon him be My glory and loving-kindness - was
presented at the Most Holy Court. Among its contents was
mention of Mirza Habibullah, who was guided to the Most
Exalted Horizon through the guidance of a Name of Beauty
and attained unto the straight path. Convey to him greetings
from the Wronged One and gladden him with the fragrances
of the garment of utterance wafting from the City of the All-
Merciful, that he may perceive the sweet scents of My grace
and the fragrant breezes from the garden of My luminous and
resplendent Revelation. Say: Be not grieved at separation, for
He ordaineth for whomsoever He willeth the reward of them
that have attained unto the ocean of reunion through His leave,
the Mighty, the Inaccessible.

Today all souls must regard themselves as between the fingers
of the All-Merciful and move according to whatsoever He wil-
leth. They must consider their own movement, will and desire
as non-existent. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this
most exalted station. Whosoever attaineth unto this lofty sta-
tion in this Day is accounted among the people of Baha in the
Tablet of eternity recorded by the Most Exalted Pen. Were
this station to be unveiled and made manifest to the peoples
of the earth, all would be seen circling round the Word of God.
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God speaketh the truth and guideth whom He willeth to His
straight path.

Rejoice, O Habib, in My remembrance of thee, then be content
with whatsoever hath been ordained by the Just, the All-Wise.
God hath loved and continueth to love His loved ones, but the
decree of prohibition hath been and will continue to be based
on wisdom. Verily He seeth, He informeth, He heareth and He
judgeth. He is, in truth, the Judge, the All-Informed.

O Ism-i-Jud! Among the contents was mention of [initials] F
and R in the letter of [person’s name] - upon him be My loving-
kindness and mercy. We make mention of him in truth as a
token of Our grace, that joy may so take possession of him
that he may soar on the wings of certitude in the atmosphere
of the love of the All-Merciful in the innermost mystery, that
none may hear the sound of his wings. Thy Lord, verily, is the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

God willing, may they soar with utmost joy and delight in the
atmosphere of the love of the All-Merciful and be mindful of
wisdom. For should the antagonists and unbelievers, whom
the intoxication of pride hath debarred from the fragrances of
these days, hear the sound of the wings of them that circle in
the atmosphere of the love of the Lord of the worlds, clamor
would arise and the clamorer would appear with a hundred
thousand wiles.

i In Iraq, a passage was revealed to one of the friends, namely

Haji Mirza Musa - upon him be My mercy and loving-kindness
- the purport of which is this: If thou drinkest the oceans of joy
in divine love and knowledge, let no trace of moisture appear on
thy lips, for people have not comprehended and will never com-
prehend exalted stations in one step. Therefore must the loved
ones of God manifest wisdom and engage in quickening souls
according to measure. Wisdom is, in all conditions, among the
greatest of divine commandments in the Book. Blessed is he
who holdeth fast unto it and acteth according to that which
hath been ordained by the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ali! By My life! Faryab perished in longing for these days
and attained not unto thy station. O Ali! Hearken with the ear
of thy heart unto the divine words and beseech God that thou
mayest find their sweetness. Through one “Say” the whole
world would find utterance and be adorned with the ornament
of expression, while through another “Say” the most great si-
lence would be made manifest, meaning it would never attain
unto the exalted station of utterance. Hearken thou unto My
call, then act according to what We have revealed in the Qur’an.
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Say: “God” then leave them to their vain disputes. Praise be
to God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

O Samandari! Convey My greetings to him and say: All praise
be to Thee, O my God and my Beloved, my Lord and my King!
I praise Thee, acclaim Thee, glorify Thee, sanctify Thee, mag-
nify Thee and exalt Thee by the perpetuity of Thine Essence,
Thy Being, Thy Kingdom, Thy Dominion and Thy Names, for
having awakened me by the traces of Thy footsteps as Thou
didst walk in Thy domains. When I awoke and arose, Thou
didst meet me, make me know Thee, deliver me, and guide me
through Thy bounty and generosity - though I deserved it not
- to this station for whose separation the near ones lament, O
my Lord, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Strive thou to be mentioned by the name of Truth in all the
worlds. Hold fast unto virtuous conduct and cleave unto that
whereby the attributes of thy Lord, the Most Holy, the Mighty,
the Wondrous, may be elevated. By My lifel Those souls
who have succeeded in achieving goodly deeds and praisewor-
thy character have been and shall ever be the helpers of God.
Blessed are they who have attained!

Thou didst seek permission to attain My presence. My love
desireth to grant permission, but My wisdom preventeth it by
My binding and wise decree. The glory of God rest upon thee,
O Jud, and upon Samandari and his brother, and upon those
who have shown forth the Greater Steadfastness in this mighty
Cause.

O Samandari! A letter addressing the Most Holy Court men-
tioning Abd and Jud - upon them be My glory - was sent by
Haji Nasir, upon him be God’s loving-kindness. The entire
letter was presented at the Most Holy Court and was honored
with acceptance. O Nasir! By the life of God, thou hast spoken
the truth, and the Truth hath heard thy call and confirmed
what thou hast manifested in His blessed, mighty and won-
drous love. What thou didst write hath attained unto God’s
testimony. The hand of grace hath taken thee and delivered
thee by the power from thy Lord. He is verily the Almighty,
the Powerful. Thy letter touched the hearts of the loved ones,
and its influence reached such a degree that the Supreme Pen
makes mention of it. Give thanks unto thy Lord, the Witness,
the Hearer, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing. Thou hast at-
tained unto My imprisonment, My presence, My meeting, and
My gracious mention.

In truth, no one hath been or shall ever be capable of offering
praise, thanksgiving and glorification to God as befitteth His
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station. How many among the learned who considered them-
selves as oceans of knowledge and counted themselves among
the heaven of wisdom have today failed to attain unto a single
drop of the most pure wine or to comprehend a single word of
divine knowledge. Although in every heavenly Book they were
promised the appearance of Him Who conversed on Sinai, the
cleaving of heaven, the raising of the cry, the establishment of
the path and the balance, the gathering together of all things,
and the seating of God, exalted be His glory, upon the throne
of oneness and His manifestation upon the seat of singleness,
yet when the Sun of Knowledge shone forth and the lights
of the dawn of utterance appeared, they were found in such
a state of heedlessness and ignorance that they could not be
likened to or compared with any creature. However, through
divine grace and mercy, thou hast drunk from the ocean of
recognition and partaken of the most pure wine, and hast at-
tained unto the knowledge of the Lord of Destiny. His is the
praise and the glory, His the greatness and the majesty, His
the thanks and the splendor, His the loftiness and the exalta-
tion, His the bounty and the favors. The grace is in His hand -
He singles out whom He willeth from among His servants. He
is verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

In the previous year several Tablets were revealed especially for
certain loved ones of God who dwell in those regions, but until
now their dispatch was delayed due to wisdom. And now in the
name of Jud, upon him be my Glory, We have commanded that
they be sent gradually. Some of those Tablets were revealed
in response to petitions, and some were not. God willing, may
all those souls attain unto this supreme bounty and this most
great mercy. And specifically for two well-known individuals,
two Most Holy and Most Exalted Tablets were revealed and
God willing will be sent. Verily We give them glad tidings of
what God hath ordained for them. Blessed are they and their
tongues. God shall soon make manifest what they have done
in His path. He verily is the Announcer of Glad-tidings, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Nasir! Thou didst send a gift and present a detailed account.
Be thou grateful that We accepted it as a token of Our grace.
The first attained acceptance and the second was honored with
the confirmation of thy Lord, the Giver, the Mighty, the Great.
The Glory be upon thee and thy two sons. We beseech God to
assist them to serve thee and to please thee, and to make known
to them thy station and rank. He verily is the Omnipotent over
whatsoever He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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O My Tongue in the heaven of My utterance! Make mention of
My servant who was named Javad in the Kingdom of creation,
and give him glad tidings of My grace, My loving-kindness and
My mercy that have preceded all created things.

O Ism-i-Jud! The matters of Jinab-i-Samandar, upon him be
the Glory of God, were mentioned in the Most Holy Court,
and specifically for the souls mentioned, exalted Tablets were
revealed and sent. God willing, may they attain unto them
and drink therefrom the water of everlasting life. We, from
this station, send Our greetings upon him and upon those who
have believed in God, the Single One, the All-Informed.

And We make mention of the Nightingale who warbled and
sang upon the branches of the Tree of Praise in the name of
the Lord of Names. Blessed is he and blessed is she who spoke
in praise of her Lord. That which he and she composed was pre-
sented before the Throne, and that which they both composed
was recited by the servant in attendance before the Face, and
attained the hearing of God, the Single One, the Most Exalted,
the Mighty, the Wise. He shall surely reward them both out
of His grace. He verily is the Giver, the Mighty, the Generous.

And regarding the journey of Jinab-i-Nabil-ibn-i-Nabil, upon
them both be the Glory of God, in these days delay is prefer-
able. Thus doth command him the Wronged One from His
exalted station. We, from this station, send Our greetings
upon the faces of My servants in those regions who have ful-
filled My Covenant, held fast unto My Testament, have arisen
to serve Me, and have drunk the choice wine of assurance from
the hand of My bounty. By the life of God! They are the ones
who have turned unto God and they are the sincere ones. Soon
shall their stations be made manifest from the presence of the
Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Haji Mirza Mihdi brother Of Tabasi

He is the Hearer, the Answerer! Y CL:J\ P

O Mihdi! Upon thee be My Glory and My loving-kindness!
From the Supreme Prison there hath flowed from the Pen in
thy remembrance that which caused the hearts of ardent lovers
to soar unto God, the Lord of the Day of the Covenant. Thou
hast been blessed with My call time and again, and with My
verses repeatedly. God shall soon raise up from every word that
which shall recount this most exalted station. Verily thy Lord
is the Omnipotent, the Unconstrained. Beware lest the veils
of the world prevent thee, or the oppression of those who have
denied God, the Lord of Lords, weaken thee. Say: O people of
the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful. Cast behind you the idols of
names, turning unto God, the One, the Alone, the Omnipotent,
the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. This is a Day wherein none save
Him is mentioned, as attesteth the Mother Book which is with
Him. Say: Fear God, O people of the Bayan, and deny not Him
Who hath come unto you with God’s signs and sovereignty.
Thus hath the matter been decreed from the presence of God,
the Lord of the beginning and the end.

We have desired to make mention of him who was named
Hashim, that he may rejoice in God’s loving-kindness, the Lord
of the worlds. O Hashim! Hear the call from the supreme
horizon, from the Ultimate Lote-Tree in the prison of ‘Akka:
Verily there is none other God but Me, the One, the Alone,
the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful. Cast aside vain imaginings,
turning to the horizon wherefrom hath shone the Sun of Cer-
titude from God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Beware
lest anything prevent thee from this Most Great Announce-
ment, or any matter grieve thee in this Straight Path. Say: O
people of the earth! I have forsaken the religion of a people who
believed not in God, the Lord of the Glorious Throne. Beware
lest the swords of the enemies frighten you, or the derision of
those who have denied the Day of Judgment grieve you. Thus
have We caused thee to hear the warbling of the Dove of Divine
Knowledge upon the highest branches. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he who hath turned and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Thou the Goal of all who are in the heavens and on earth!”

O Muhammad-Qabli-Isma’il! Hearken unto the call of God,
the Mighty, the Beautiful. He maketh mention of thee and
those who have believed, whereby the eyes of the mystics have
been gladdened. When thou hast drunk the choice wine of
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revelation from the cup of My bounty and hast heard My most
sweet call from the direction of My prison, turn toward the
Kaaba of God and say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having illumined
my heart with the light of Thy guidance and for having re-
vealed unto me from the treasuries of Thy Most Exalted Pen
the pearls of bounty and bestowal. I beseech Thee by the repos-
itories of Thy revelation and the Daysprings of Thy Cause to
ordain for this poor one, through the Pen of Thy bounty, that
which will exalt him through Thy Name. Thou art, verily, the
Omnipotent over what Thou willest, and within Thy grasp are
the reins of all things past and future.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Taqgi! We have made mention of thee
as a bounty from Our presence, and We mention thee as a
mercy from God, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Blessed is he
who hath drunk the choice wine of My utterance from the cup
of My bounty and hath heard My most sweet call from My
most exalted horizon on this blessed, mighty and wondrous
Day. Grieve not at the clamor of the wayward, and fear not
the might of the oppressors. Take hold of the Book with the
power proceeding from God, the Lord of the exalted Throne,
and say:

My God, my Lord, and my Support! I beseech Thee by the
lights of Thy countenance and the mysteries of Thy Book to
aid me to serve Thy Cause in Thy days. Thou art, verily, the
Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Ancient Beauty! Turn Thy face from the direction of the
Most Great Prison toward him who was named Rida in the
books of names, that he may give thanks unto his Lord, the
Rememberer, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O Rida! We make mention of him who was named Muhammad
- upon him be My glory and loving-kindness - whom the breezes
of Revelation stirred and whom the hand of might raised up to
serve this glorious and mighty Cause. We have made mention
of him and those with him through verses that all the books
of the world cannot equal, as doth testify the Mother Book in
this exalted station. O Rida, say:

Praise be to Thee, O Lord of all beings and Ruler of the King-
dom of Names, for having made me to speak Thy praise, to
turn unto Thy Kaaba, and to circle round Thy will. T beseech
Thee by Thy Most Great Throne and by Thy Most Ancient
and Most Mighty Name to make me steadfast in Thy love and
firm in Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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O Most Exalted Pen! Hear My sweetest call, then make men-
tion of him who hath turned unto Thy horizon and desired to
enter the depths of the ocean of Thy oneness - he who was
named Ahmad in the Kingdom of Names and whose name
hath flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur in this clear mo-
ment. Blessed art thou for having turned and heard the Call
when it was raised between earth and heaven, and for having
attained unto the mention of God and His signs that have en-
compassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. Beware
lest the veils of names prevent thee from drawing nigh unto
their Creator and their Manifestation. Take hold, with the
hands of resignation, of the hem of thy Lord’s mercy, and say:

My God, my God! Thou seest me turning unto Thee, enkin-
dled with the fire of Thy Sacred Tree, and attracted by Thy
verses. I beseech Thee by the lights of Thy throne and by that
which lay hidden and treasured in Thy knowledge, to aid me
to be steadfast in this Cause whereby all things have cried out
and proclaimed: “O concourse of earth and heaven! By God!
The Lord of all beings hath come with a sovereignty that hath
subdued all who are in the heavens and on earth.” To this
doth bear witness the Most Great Book of God in this mighty
Prison.

The Most Great Branch and My loved ones there have men-
tioned thee time and again, and he who was named Husayn,
who arose to serve the Cause in its earliest days, hath made
mention of thee. We have remembered thee through this won-
drous Book. We beseech God to assist His loved ones in
that which will cause the fragrance of the garment to be dif-
fused throughout all regions and the sweet savors of holiness to
spread among His servants. Verily, He is powerful over what-
soever He willeth. He is the All-Bountiful, the Ever-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful. We make mention of Our loved ones who
have not broken God’s covenant and His testament, and who
have acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath
spoken in His days. We ask for them divine success and confir-
mation in all conditions. Verily, He is the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted.

O My loved ones! Know ye the value of these days and hold
fast unto that which will cause the exaltation of the Word of
God. These days shall pass away, and whatsoever is seen and
shall be seen will return to nothingness. Therefore must they
who are immersed in the sea of oneness and have turned to
the Most Sublime Horizon arise to mention and praise God
and to serve His Cause throughout the nights and days. These
sublime words were previously revealed from the tongue of the
Wronged One:
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Death to the veiled ones, pain to the frozen ones; The King of
Days hath come, that Perfect Treasure hath come,

i That Hidden Mystery hath been revealed, Despite the will of

common folk.

And likewise in another place:

That divine Horseman with sovereign crown, With the diadem
of “I am God”, like dawn emerged from night

Say: O people! None can prevent the influence of the Most Ex-
alted Word and the Supreme Pen. By a power and might hath
the Cause been made manifest, the like of which the essence of
creation hath never witnessed. We beseech God to set ablaze
His loved ones with the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree - a fire
which neither the happenings of the world nor the oceans of
rejection and hypocrisy can extinguish or diminish. Ye are to-
day the daysprings of acceptance and the dawning-places of
the love of the Eternal Beloved. Ye must raise the hands of
hope toward the heaven of God’s generosity in such wise that
through them may be uplifted the hands of all created things,
and manifest such power that the might of all beings shall fail
to weaken it. Take ye the Book of God with the power and
sovereignty bestowed by Him. He is with you and will aid
you with His sovereignty. Verily, there is no power save His
power and no sovereignty save His sovereignty. He is the Sin-
gle, the One, the Mighty, the All-Conquering, the Commander,
the All-Wise. We were with you in your [gathering], aware of
your state, and We heard your mention and praise of God’s
Manifest, Speaking and Clear News. At this point We wish to
conclude this Tablet with mention of Mulla Ahmad-‘Ali.

O Ahmad-i-*Ali! We testify that thou hast drunk the choice
wine of thy Lord’s utterance time and again, and He hath given
thee to drink of the Kawthar flowing from the Supreme Pen.
Be thou thankful and numbered among the grateful. Thou hast
ever been beneath the glances of Our loving-kindness. Illumine
the loved ones of the City of Nun and Ya with the effulgent
lights of the Luminary of utterance, the Goal of all the worlds.
They have striven in God’s path and aided His Cause with
a power that neither the might of tyrants nor the assault of
pharaohs could withstand. Blessed are they in that the Goal
of the world hath, in the Most Great Prison, taken up the
chalice of utterance in their names and drunk therefrom in
remembrance of them in this hallowed, luminous, transcendent,
glorious and exalted station. Give them glad-tidings from Us
and remind them from Our presence. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Merciful, the Bountiful. We have mentioned thee in numerous
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Tablets and ordained for thee that which the treasuries of earth
cannot equal, as this clear Book doth testify.

The loved ones must, one and all, with spirit and fragrance,
with wisdom and utterance, awaken those who slumber and
deliver those who waver from the limitations of the ungodly.
The former people clung to [names| and were thus deprived
of their Goal. Therefore were they barred from the ocean of
mercy of the Ancient Lord Who hath appeared through His
Most Great Name, and they remain, like the Jewish people,
wandering in the wilderness of perplexity. O My loved ones!
Strive ye, perchance ye may preserve the world from the sup-
positions and imaginings of the past and bestow upon it the
living waters. Ye are the divine cup-bearers. Praise be to
God, His Holiness the Afnan is present in that land. Ye must,
in consultation with him, hold fast to whatsoever conduceth
to the exaltation of existence. God will soon manifest that
wherewith He hath given you glad-tidings in His Books, His
Scriptures and His Tablets. Verily He is the Omnipotent over
whatsoever He willeth, and He is the Ordainer, the Ancient of
Days.
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In the Name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the
Most Mighty, the Most Glorious!

My spirit and my being be a sacrifice unto Thee, O Spirit,
through Whom the breath of the Spirit hath wafted from the
direction of Thy nearness, and the fragrance of the garment of
Thy reunion hath been diffused, causing these decayed bones
to quiver. The glorious letter of that beautiful Countenance,
which was adorned with the crown of grandeur, magnificence
and glory to the name of our Lord, the Glorious, the Most
Glorious, came as a spiritual diadem adorning the head of this
ephemeral one, and the fragrances of the garment of sanctifi-
cation were inhaled from its holy words, free from incidental
allusions and the indications of vain imaginings.

Glory be unto God, then power, might and dominion be unto
God, Who, by a gesture of the finger of His power, rent asun-
der the all-encompassing veils of names, and were He to will
and make another gesture with His other sacred fingertip, He
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would raise up the entire kingdom of names and the heaven of
essences in their reality. Then would appear the word: “Im-
mortality belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Glorious, the
Most Glorious.” And furthermore, with this same exalted fin-
ger He created a new creation, such that were all the worlds
of origination and invention to become embodiments of names
and desire to utter or speak a single letter from the letters
of the Book of Creation other than that which hath been re-
vealed from the Most Glorious Pen of God, they would all be
considered absolute nothingness and sheer non-existence. Ex-
alted, exalted is the power of our Lord, the All-Compelling,
the Mighty, the Omnipotent!

Praise be to God that your honor is manifest before the Most
Great Scene as one of the powerful, steadfast souls, and is
adorned with the ornament of a new creation. We beseech God
that through the effect of thy steadfastness He may manifest
powerful souls and firm feet that may stand firm in the Cause
and aid the All-Merciful with the swords of utterance. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.

5 And regarding your previous request for permission to attain

His presence, this servant beareth witness that at all times
the decree of nearness and attainment unto His presence is
established concerning your honor. These are now the days
wherein we must all dedicate all affairs to the service of the
Cause and occupy ourselves with teaching. Praise be to God
that the True One, glorified be He, hath confirmed and assisted
your honor, and you have been and are engaged in services to
the Cause. May my soul be a sacrifice for thy devoted efforts!

i Concerning the beloved friends in the land of S and M, about

whom they have written both before and after, mention of all
has been made before the Divine Throne, and infinite expres-
sions of loving-kindness have dawned from their Source upon
all. All have been and are beneath the glance of mercy and
the gaze of loving-kindness, and the Tablets of God have also
been sent down from the heaven of His Will. God willing, they
will gradually be dispatched, and all shall be nourished from
the inexhaustible ocean of grace. Convey this evanescent one’s
expressions of devotion, self-effacement and glorification to all
of them. May my spirit be a sacrifice unto them for having
recognized, turned unto, believed in, and become certain of
God. We beseech God that they may remain steadfast in the
love of God and His Cause, and be among the firm ones. In
the Tablet addressed to your honor, all have been mentioned
by the Ancient Tongue.

Convey the glorification of the True One to all. The petitions
that were sent with Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh-‘Ali, upon him be the
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Glory of God, met with circumstance, and in the great city
all were destroyed, and indeed they acted with wisdom. Your
honor should write the details to the people of Kha.

Two Tablets specifically for Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Muhammad-
Rida and Aqga Siyyid Abu-Talib were revealed more than a year
ago but did not arrive. Now they have been sent and should be
delivered. A single number of exalted Tablets were revealed,
some sent without names. Your honor should consider them
and deliver them as appropriate, and gladden and illumine all
with the manifestations of God’s infinite bounties and the efful-
gences of the Sun of His most glorious mercy. The Branches of
the Divine Lote-Tree, its twigs, fruits and leaves, all remember
your honor with most wondrous and exalted praise, mention
and glorification. Furthermore, convey this evanescent one’s
expressions of devotion, love and glorification to your honored
father and mother, upon them be the glory of their Lord, and
likewise to all relatives and kin and all who attain your pres-
ence. I trouble all with expressions of devotion and countless
glorifications. God willing, may all remain firm and steadfast
in the path of the Cause through the influence of your holy
breaths and spiritual emanations, in such wise that the false
indications and ungodly allusions of the opposing souls may
neither prevent nor veil them.

By God! O my beloved! Verily the Cause is mighty, and
mightier than all that is mighty, nay mightier still than that,
and thy Lord is the Most High, the Mighty.

According to your command, you must act with great wisdom
in this journey, and strong emphasis has been laid on this
matter. God willing, this has been and will continue to be
observed.

Furthermore, among the incidents that have occurred is that
two individuals and their sister in the Land of Mystery exhib-
ited such behavior that, by God besides Whom there is no
other God, the like of it has never been heard of in creation.
When God forbade them from what they did, they turned away
and objected until they denied God, the Master of the Day of
Judgment. In all days and nights they engaged in what they
were forbidden from. They mocked God’s messengers and emis-
saries, and from them appeared that which caused the dwellers
of Paradise and those who circle around thy Lord’s throne, the
Mighty, the Generous, to lament. They were never truly fol-
lowers of my Faith, but in the Land of Mystery they secretly
engaged in opposition and objection until one saw the over-
whelming might of his Lord and repented at the time of death,
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and God forgave him - verily thy Lord is the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

2 After his passing, Rida-Quli came and repented - verily

thy Lord is the Ever-Forgiving, possessed of manifest grace.
Though his inner hypocrisy was known, due to the precedence
of mercy and the all-encompassing grace, it was concealed
until he arrived at this prison and openly began misleading
some, for he found the True One imprisoned and oppressed.
He drank wine openly and his sister would drink and appear
before the Countenance. Thus did it come to pass with
the Beloved. This has been mentioned that thou mayest be
informed. And this was among their better deeds - we seek
God’s refuge from their other acts. When their rebellion,
tyranny and ingratitude reached their height, God cast them
out and left them in the torment of hell. They departed and
said what none before had said. Fie upon them and their
faithlessness!

Whatever divine verses they possessed, they added some fab-
ricated ones and gave them to the people of this land, cre-
ating great mischief. But their efforts in this vain life came
to naught. Verily He is the ruler over what He wills. They
attributed all their reprehensible deeds to the True One. Ob-
serve how, despite God’s great mercy and all-encompassing
grace, they rebelled such that when they sought forgiveness it
was not accepted. Thus they returned disappointed and at loss,
and now they have united with Satan - God’s curse be upon
them. Those souls wrote such letters in the Land of Mystery
against Iblis and his followers and sent them in all directions.
In any case, O My loved one, they have manifested such ha-
tred the like of which has not been seen. They oppose all the
Prophets and Messengers. We beseech God to seize them with
His justice. Verily He is the Mighty, the Powerful.

Furthermore, for some time verses had not been revealed from
the heaven of divine will, the door of meeting was closed, and
the Countenance of the Desired One sat alone in the house.
For several days now the clouds of favor have risen and the
rain of mercy has descended. God willing, mighty tablets will
continue to be sent from the divine direction, that thy eyes
and the eyes of the knowing ones may be gladdened thereby.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Additionally,
regarding the outcast soul, a brief note has also been written
to Aqa Mirza Husayn, upon him be the glory of God - they will
observe it. Also, convey from this servant an exalted greeting
to Aqa Mirza Sayyid Husayn from the people of Ta and Fa,
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and write to them in detail so they may be informed. And the
spirit and glory and holiness and splendor be upon thee and
those with thee among the people of Baha.

In most of the revealed Tablets, whether Persian or Arabic,
the Pen of the Lord of Creation has, both implicitly and ex-
plicitly, forbidden the servants to turn towards this direction,
and there has been much emphasis, warning and admonition
in this binding commandment from the presence of the Mighty,
the Powerful One. You must specifically forbid this and not
allow anyone to turn in this direction, for manifest harm lies
therein. In one of the exalted Persian Tablets, these words
were revealed - exalted be His glory: “Forbid the loved ones of
God from turning towards this direction. Say: O friends! harm
will befall the very root of the Tree through coming and going.
Beware lest ye transgress that which hath been ordained in the
Book. He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

Similar blessed passages, and even more severe and emphatic
ones, have been revealed in numerous places, but we have con-
fined ourselves to this one passage. We must all beseech God,
exalted be His glory, to grant us the grace to act according
to His command and walk in the path of His good-pleasure.
Verily, He ordaineth naught for His servants save that which is
better for them than the kingdoms of earth and heaven. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

There are two petitions in the envelope which this servant has
submitted. Please deliver them to the two names, upon them
be the Glory of God.
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Study guide to this volume

This first collection of ‘Akka tablets spanning the widest possible date range — from the earliest
‘Akka imprisonment in 1868 to Baha’u’llah’s passing in 1892 — reveals the extraordinary breadth of
a single ministry: from dense cosmological commentary on the Qur’an (BH00271, the Tafsir-i- Va sh-
Shams), through elevated devotional praise of the Prophet Muhammad in his cosmic significance
(BH00380), to sharp polemical addresses to the people of the Bayan who refused to recognize
Baha'u’llah despite having been prepared by the Bab’s own writings (BH00547, BH00607), to
short pastoral notes of personal benediction. The dominant interpretive concern is the tragedy and
the logic of non-recognition: how it is that those who had most consciously awaited the Promised
One — the Babi community — should so largely have turned away. The answer the tablets offer
is repeatedly the same: attachment to names, forms, and inherited expectations proves a denser
veil than ignorance. Those who thought they already knew what the Manifestation would look like
could not see what stood before them.

The Primal Point and the All-Embracing Word

Key Passages

All praise be to God Who caused the dove of utterance to warble upon the twigs of
the tree of exposition with diverse melodies that there is none other God but Him. He
hath brought the worlds into being and created all possibility through His Primal Will,
whereby He hath created all that was and all that shall be. And praise be to God Who
hath adorned the heaven of reality with the sun of meaning and knowledge, whereon
hath been inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the
Omnipotent, the Overshadowing, the Self-Subsisting” — Who hath manifested the Most
Great Ocean gathered from the water flowing from the Source of the letter Ha’, which
leadeth to the Most Ancient Name, wherefrom the Primal Point was differentiated and
the all-embracing Word appeared and Truth and Law came forth. — BH00271

O thou who asketh! When thou intendest to reach the sacred precincts and the Sinai of
nearness, purify thy heart from all else but Him, then put off the sandals of idle fancies
and vain imaginings that thou mayest behold with the eye of thy heart the revelations
of God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust. For this is the Day of revelation and
witnessing — separation hath passed and union hath come, and this is through the
grace of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Beloved. Leave question and answer to the people
of dust. Soar on the wings of detachment unto the atmosphere of the nearness of thy
Lord’s mercy. — BHO00271
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Say: O people! The Primal Point hath been differentiated, the all-embracing Word hath
been completed, and the sovereignty of God, the Overshadowing, the Self-Subsisting,
hath been made manifest. Say: O people! Ye occupy yourselves with the rivulet while

the sweet sea surgeth before your faces — what aileth you that ye comprehend not? —
BH00271

Context for Study

The Tafsir-i- Va’sh-Shams (Commentary on the Surih of the Sun) belongs to the genre of Qur’anic
commentary developed by the Bab and taken further by Baha’u’llah: not the systematic legal and
grammatical analysis of classical tafsir but an interpretive meditation that opens each element of
the revealed text outward into metaphysical meaning. The opening hymn places the “Primal Point”
at the origin of divine creative action: from the divine Will, differentiated as the Primal Point, the
all-embracing Word appears, and from the Word, Truth and Law come forth. This ontological
sequence — Will, Point, Word, Law — is a compressed cosmogony in which Baha’u’llah positions
the Bab’s title (the “Primal Point”) within the most fundamental structure of divine emanation.
The counsel about removing one’s sandals echoes the divine command to Moses at the Burning
Bush (Exodus 3:5) and frames the approach to divine truth as a liturgical stripping away of all that
one brings from the world of dust. The challenge to those who “occupy themselves with the rivulet”
while “the sweet sea surgeth before their faces” is addressed to those whose attention was fixed on
inherited forms of anticipation rather than on the direct encounter with revelation. Throughout,
the cosmological and the personal are held together: the architecture of divine creative action and
the discipline of individual detachment are aspects of the same single movement.

Questions for Reflection

1. The opening passage traces creation from the divine Will through the Primal Point to the all-
embracing Word. Compare this cosmogony with the opening of the Gospel of John (“In the
beginning was the Word”), with the Islamic doctrine of the Nur Muhammadi (Muhammadan
Light) as the first creation, and with Lurianic Kabbalistic accounts of divine contraction
(tzimtzum) and emanation. What is shared, and what is distinctive?

2. The instruction to “put off the sandals of idle fancies” echoes God’s command to Moses at
the Burning Bush. What does this liturgical echo accomplish? Does Baha'u’llah position
Himself in relation to the Mosaic encounter, and if so, how?

3. The challenge — “ye occupy yourselves with the rivulet while the sweet sea surgeth” —
diagnoses a form of spiritual distraction that is particularly dangerous for the religiously
sophisticated. Compare with Jesus’ critique of the Pharisees (Matthew 23) and with the Sufi
critique of the externally observant but inwardly vacant zahid (ascetic). What makes this
failure especially common among the devout?

4. What is the difference between approaching divine truth through questions and answers
— “leave question and answer to the people of dust” — and approaching it through what
Baha’u’llah calls the “eye of the heart”? How does this distinction relate to the Kantian dif-
ference between theoretical reason and practical reason, or to the distinction between kalam
(theological discourse) and irfan (mystical knowing)?
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5. The phrase “separation hath passed and union hath come” appears in a context of prophecy
fulfilled. What kind of union is being announced, and how does it relate to the Sufi concept
of wasl (reunion with the Beloved) and to Christian eschatological imagery of the heavenly
wedding?

The Prophet as Hidden Mystery and Cosmic Mediator

Key Passages

Blessings and peace be upon the Guarded Mystery, the Hidden Symbol, and the Trea-
sured Secret, Who in every world among the worlds of God, the Mighty, the Exalted,
is called by one of the names of glory and majesty, and in every station is described
by one of the attributes of grandeur and magnificence — He Who was honored by the
address “But for thee, I would not have created the celestial spheres,” and Who was
adorned with the words “When thou didst throw, it was not thou who threw, but God
who threw.” And peace be upon His family and companions, an everlasting, eternal,
ancient peace. — BHO00380

Context for Study

BHO00380 opens with a sustained devotional invocation of Muhammad under a series of mystical
titles — “Guarded Mystery,” “Hidden Symbol,” “Treasured Secret” — that lift the Prophet far
beyond His historical particularity into the realm of cosmic mediation. The two Qur’anic and hadith
citations that follow are among the most beloved and theologically charged in Islamic mystical
tradition. The hadith “But for thee, I would not have created the celestial spheres” (lawlaka lawlaka
lama khalagtu’l-aflak) is not found in the canonical hadith collections but has been of enormous
importance in Sufi thought, where it grounds the doctrine of the insan al-kamil (Perfect Human)
as the cause and mirror of creation. The Qur’anic verse about the throw (8:17) — “It was not thou
who threw when thou didst throw, but God who threw” — was a key text for Sufi accounts of the
Prophet’s effacement in divine action: the human act is real but is simultaneously wholly God’s act.
Baha’u’llah cites these texts in a tablet that, while addressed to a specific correspondent, opens into
universal adoration. The passage represents one of the clearest examples in the late corpus of how
the Islamic devotional tradition of salawat (praise of the Prophet) is honored and deepened within
the Baha’i framework: Muhammad is not merely the Prophet of Islam but a “Guarded Mystery”
who “in every world is called by one of the names of glory” — the eternal dimension of prophetic
reality that transcends any single historical dispensation.

Questions for Reflection

1. Compare Baha'u’llah’s language about Muhammad as “Guarded Mystery” and “Hidden Sym-
bol” with Ibn ‘Arabi’s doctrine of the Hagiqa Muhammadiyya (Muhammadan Reality) as the
first and most perfect mirror of divine being. How does Baha’u’llah’s treatment differ from
or extend Ibn ‘Arabi’s metaphysics?

2. The hadith “But for thee I would not have created the spheres” makes a human being the
cause of creation. What theology of the Manifestation does this imply, and how does it relate
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to the Christian Logos theology (“through whom all things were made,” John 1:3) and to the
Kabbalistic concept of Adam Kadmon as the primordial human form of God?

3. The Qur’anic verse about the throw erases the boundary between human agency and divine
action. Compare this with Meister Eckhart’s claim that the soul’s action in God is God’s
action in the soul, and with Paul’s “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).
What is the relationship between human agency and divine agency in each case?

4. Why does Baha’u’llah, in a tablet from the ‘Akka period, open with an elaborate devotional
invocation of Muhammad? What does this say about the continuity of reverence for earlier
Manifestations within the Baha’i framework?

)

5. The phrase “in every world among the worlds of God... called by one of the names of glory’
suggests a multi-world ontology in which the Manifestation has a presence in every realm.
How does this cosmological claim relate to Christian doctrines of the resurrection body and
the cosmic Christ, and to Sufi accounts of the Prophet’s presence in the barzakh (intermediate
realm)?

The Locked Gate: The Tragedy of Non-Recognition

Key Passages

Those who in past ages and centuries counted themselves among the righteous and
deemed themselves the most learned of the earth’s scholars — on the Day of Manifes-
tation the station and rank of each became clear and evident. By the life of God! The
recompense of their deeds seized them and they returned to hell. The deniers among
the people of the Bayan cling to the same vain imaginings. Through their attachment
to names they have been deprived of the Dawning Place of the lights of inner meanings.
The verses have encompassed the world and the evidences have shone forth like the sun
from the horizon of the heaven of will, yet still some remain deprived and veiled. —
BHO00547

Say: This is not a Cause that can be prevented by the cawing of crows or the clamor of
divines. Its light hath shone forth from the horizon of proof with such brightness that
neither veils can conceal it nor coverings prevent it. — BHO00547

O people of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful. Cast behind you the idols of names,
turning unto God, the One, the Alone, the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

This is a Day wherein none save Him is mentioned, as attesteth the Mother Book which
is with Him. — BH00607

Context for Study
A significant strand of the ‘Akka tablets is directed at the Azalis — the followers of Mirza Yahya

(Subh-i-Azal), the Bab’s appointed nominal successor, who rejected Baha'u’llah’s claim and re-
mained adherents of the Bayan’s letter rather than its spirit. These tablets represent one of the
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most theologically acute arguments in the entire corpus: the claim that those who most consciously
awaited the Promised One were precisely those in greatest danger of non-recognition. The diagnosis
is sharp: their failure was not ignorance but “attachment to names” — the idolatry of forms that
were meant to point beyond themselves. The Bab had told His followers that the one the Bayan
pointed to would be “He Whom God shall make manifest”; He had warned them explicitly that
their expectations and interpretive frameworks would likely mislead them. Yet the historical record
shows that the majority of Babi believers turned away from Baha’u’llah. Baha’u’llah reads this
pattern as continuous with the history of prophetic religion: the learned of every age became the
primary agents of the new Manifestation’s rejection, while the “unlettered” often recognized more
readily. This argument is central to the Gospels’ account of the Pharisees’ rejection of Jesus; it is
implicit in Muhammad’s description of the learned who are like the donkey bearing scripture; it
recurs in Sufi critiques of ulama who mistake the letter for the spirit.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah diagnoses the failure of recognition as “attachment to names.” What precisely
does “attachment to names” mean in this context? How does it differ from legitimate respect
for tradition and inherited religious categories?

2. Compare this diagnosis with the Gospels’ account of why the scribes and Pharisees rejected
Jesus (Matthew 23), with Rumi’s repeated critique of those who worship the name of God
without reaching God Himself, and with Luther’s critique of those who elevate Church tradi-
tion above Scripture. Is there a common structure across these critiques?

3. The passages declare that the Cause “cannot be prevented by the cawing of crows or the
clamor of divines.” What kind of confidence does this express, and on what is it grounded? Is
it identical to, or distinct from, the millenarian confidence that has accompanied many new
religious movements?

4. How does the tragedy of Babi non-recognition of Baha'u’llah illuminate the broader epis-
temological challenge of religious recognition — the difficulty of identifying a genuine new
revelation when the available criteria are all drawn from the previous dispensation?

5. What does the repeated address “O people of the Bayan!” reveal about Baha’u’llah’s pastoral
relationship to those who had been closest to the Bab’s teaching and yet turned away? What
does it say about the possibility of return?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The first ‘Akka collection spanning the full breadth of the period (1868-1892) moves between a cos-
mological grandeur and an intimate pastoral urgency that are, in Baha’u’llah’s writings, always two
aspects of the same thing. The Primal Point generates the all-embracing Word; the all-embracing
Word must be recognized without the sandals of inherited expectation; and those who most expect
the Manifestation are often those who most fail to recognize Him when He arrives. The volume is,
among other things, a theology of the veiled eye.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does the recurring pattern
of non-recognition — in which those who most consciously awaited the Manifestation
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most consistently failed to recognize Him — reveal about the nature of spiritual readi-
ness, and what disciplines of detachment from “names,” forms, and expectations does

this pattern demand of any reader who wishes to approach revelation with genuinely
open eyes?
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