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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907
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141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
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Introduction to volume 104

This volume is dominated by Tablets of encouragement, remembrance, and consolidation, but
several items also illuminate the doctrinal and polemical pressures of the later ‘Akka period. Much
of the material is addressed to individual believers or small circles, and repeatedly returns to the
same pastoral imperatives: steadfastness under trial, detachment from the world, active teaching,
and confidence that the revealed word contains both the ethical and social resources needed for
the reordering of human life. In this respect, BH0O0636 is representative but still noteworthy, since
its elaborate prolegomenon on the unknowability of the divine essence gives way to a striking
affirmation that the Tablets contain not only spiritual guidance but also “the subtleties of the
science of ethics and the mysteries of the ordinances of governance,” and that these are the basis
of concord, unity, and collective well-being. BHO00642 develops the same arc in a more urgent
apologetic mode: after a long prayer that God may bring forth in the world that which will draw
all people to the Promised One, it dwells on the bewildering heedlessness of contemporaries and
especially on the failure of many Babis to recognize Him Whom the Bab had heralded, while
nonetheless urging the recipient to respond not with grief but with wise and steadfast teaching.

A particularly revealing piece is BH00649, which links encouragement to a sharper historical con-
sciousness. It contrasts the world’s desire for enduring fame with the true permanence that comes
only through service to the divine Cause, and then turns to the fate of specific opponents, espe-
cially Ragsha, in language that explicitly cross-references the Lawh-i-Burhan, Suriy-i-Ra’is, Suriy-
i-Muluk, and Lawh-i-Fu’ad.

Alongside these exhortatory and polemical texts, the volume also preserves material of a more com-
memorative and affective kind. Most notable is BH0O1106, the Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Asiyih Khanum, a
memorial visitation tablet to Baha’u’llah’s wife whose retrospective sweep follows her companion-
ship with Baha'u’llah from Tehran to Baghdad, Adrianople, and finally the Most Great Prison. It
is valuable not only devotionally but historically, for the picture it gives of the family circle around
her deathbed and for the exalted place it assigns to her fidelity and suffering. Taken together,
the volume shows that even where the individual Tablets are occasional and addressed to named
believers, they collectively preserve a dense cross-section of late ‘Akka concerns: metaphysical
affirmation, pastoral reassurance, insistence on recognition of the Manifestation, warning against
internal defection, and the sanctification of loyalty through both service and suffering.

Equally significant is BH01252, which offers a compact but revealing interpretation of the “mystery
of the Great Reversal” There Baha'u’llah reads Shaykhi symbolic language as pointing to the
Manifestation and explains the “great reversal” as the overturning of inherited religious rank: those
who seemed highest fall lowest, while the obscure are raised to the highest heaven.

vii



The volume also preserves a piece whose literary and devotional texture stands out from the larger
mass of correspondence: BHO01380, a poem on love, is especially notable: it defines love as self-
effacement in the Beloved, the slaying of worldly selfhood, patience, discernment, sincerity, and
radiance that guides others without speech. The poem culminates by moving from the analysis of
love to the figure of the true lover whose transformed being itself becomes guidance.
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He is God — glorified be His glory, all-embracing His bounty.

Praise be unto Him Who, by the skill of the hand and the
movement of the pen, hath unveiled the mysteries of wisdom
and utterance, and hath lit, within the darkness of ink, the
shining constellations of knowledge and true understanding,
that all existence, both in secret and in open, may bear wit-
ness that greatness belongeth unto God, the All-Glorious, the
All-Praised; that might pertaineth unto God, the King, the
All-Loving; and that wisdom is His, the Most High, the One
worshipped and adored.

And praise be unto Him Who, by the light of certitude, hath
rent asunder the veils of the idle fancies of the deluded, and
hath caused the effulgences of the Sun of His manifest Cause
to shine in the blackness of ignorance and error, that they who
are endued with sight may behold His Most Great Horizon,
may hasten unto the quarter of His Most Luminous Presence,
severed from all that hath passed away and all that shall be,
clinging to the hem of His Most Holy, His Most Sanctified
Cause, and may testify that unto Him belong power and do-
minion, strength and choice. He, verily, is the One, the Single,
the All-Glorious, the All-Chosen.

And praise be unto Him Who, by His Most Exalted Word,
hath once again brought into being, through the breath of His
inviolable Command, His wondrous creation, and hath made
them to behold His exalted mystery in the Day whereon, in His
Most Great Name, He hath called unto Himself every noble
and every lowly one, and summoned, unto His Most Bountiful
Light, every suckling child and every full-grown soul, that the
knowers might bear witness to the perfection of His proof, that
the peoples might acknowledge the completeness of His favour,
and that the sincere might glorify Him in the realm of His
foreordained mercy.

Exalted is His mighty Cause! Exalted is His upright Light!
Exalted His ancient sovereignty! Exalted His straight and glo-
rious Path! There is no God but He, the One, the Single, the
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BH00636

O God, Thou by Whose Names the standards of wisdom and
knowledge have been raised aloft in the realm of existence, and
by Whose remembrance the banners of learning and exposition
have been planted among the religions! Every time the knowers
have plunged into the ocean of Thy knowledge, they have found
no pearl of comprehension wherewith to encompass the reality
of Thine Essence; and whenever the learned have sped across
the wilderness of seeking to grasp the secret of Thy Being, they
have failed to reach the City of knowledge and the homeland
of certitude, but have wandered in the darkness of impotence
and deprivation.

The loftiest thought of the mystic knowers and the highest
imagining of the thinkers embraceth not even an appointed
measure of understanding of but one trace of the evidences
of Thy supreme power. How then shall they apprehend the
inmost reality of Thine Essence, O my Lord, the All-Glorious,
the Self-Subsisting?

What relationship is there between this feeble bird and its at-
tainment unto the atmosphere of Thy might, and what kinship
between this impotent, insignificant creature and his standing
upon the heights of Thy sovereign power? For man possesseth
no way of knowing Thee save by recognizing Thy traces in the
world of being, and by inferring therefrom the existence of the
mysteries of Thine unseen Self in all that is. Whoso claimeth a
road unto the knowledge of Thee other than by Thy tokens is
verily veiled from Thee and hath failed to discern the realities
of the mysteries.

Glorified art Thou! Far be it from Thee to be known by the
knowledge of Thy creatures, or described by the tongues of Thy
servants, or encompassed by the perceptions of Thy bondsmen.
The very essence of oneness and of true knowledge is our con-
fession, in Thy presence, of our helplessness and annihilation
before Thy Face, O Lord of the Kingdom of might and eternity;
and the very kernel of remembrance and utterance is our ac-
knowledgment of our poverty and shortcoming when Thy light
shineth forth from the Sinai of Thy Revelation and the fire of
Thy Command blazeth high on the Day of Resurrection.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee to assist Thy loved ones to perform
those deeds whereby the realities of the denizens of the realm of
possibility may be the recipients of Thy gentle grace; that, with
the pinions of remembrance and the feathers of utterance, they
may soar into the atmosphere of knowledge and the firmament
of true understanding; that they may behold Thee manifest in
the Kingdom of power and might; and that they may witness
Thee resplendent in the Realm of glory and exaltation.
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Where is the seer, and where the wise and searching seeker?
Hast Thou any veil save light, or any covering save Thine own
manifestation? Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! From
everlasting Thou hast ever been revealed upon the horizons of
existence with the lights of vision, and unto everlasting Thou
wilt continue to dawn, from the rising-places of eternity, in the
plenitude of power, glory and majesty.

I entreat Thee, O Lord of pre-existence and King of names, by
Thy Greatest Name and Thy most perfect, most consummate
Command, to aid such as Thou hast illumined their hearts with
the lights of the Sun of Thy remembrance, and their breasts
with the effulgences of the Orb of certitude in Thy days, and
hast adorned their heads with the crowns of Thy bounty and
their temples with the robes of Thy grace and loving-kindness —
that they may exalt, with wisdom and utterance, the standards
of Thy Cause in the realm of being, and guide Thy creatures
unto the City of knowledge and true understanding.

Protect them, O my Hope, beneath the shade of Thy guardian-
ship from the evils of the wicked amongst Thy servants, and or-
dain for them that which Thou hast promised them in Thy per-
spicuous Book. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. There is no God but Thee, the All-Powerful, the
All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of love and whose
tongue is quickened with the remembrance of thy Lord, the
Lord of being! That which thy pen, dipped in ink, hath traced
hath reached Us, and it hath set forth what lay hidden in thine
heart of the subtleties of love and unity. I beseech God, the
Lord of names, to ordain for thee that which is best for thee in
this world and the next, to adorn thee in the world of creation
with the vesture of His bounty, and to confirm thee in His
remembrance, His praise, and the service of His Cause, even
as He hath confirmed thee in former days. Verily, He is the
All-Glorious, the All-Bestowing. There is no God but He, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

When I beheld thy letter and perused thy words, I entered the
court of the Divine Presence and laid what thou hadst writ-
ten touching the remembrance of thy Lord, the All-Forgiving,
before Him. Then did the fragrance of grace surge forth, and
from the fountain-head of bounty there streamed unto thee
that whereat the whole of existence was stirred. His word —
exalted be His utterance, magnified His loving-kindness — went
forth, saying:

In My name, the Compassionate, the All-Loving
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O Nightingale! Praise be to God, for thou hast attained unto
victory, unto service, unto remembrance and unto praise. Thou
hast been remembered by the Pen of the Most High with a
mention that no remembrance uttered by the peoples of the
world, nor any praise spoken by the tongues of the nations,
can rival. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this evident favour.

O Nightingale! Thy melodies, oft-repeated, have been heard,
and blessed art thou for that which thy tongue hath voiced in
glorification of God, the Lord of all worlds. We have heard
what thou hast set forth, and from it We have inhaled the
fragrance of thy turning, thy sincerity, and thy orientation unto
God, the Lord of the heavens and of the earth. That which
thou didst send hath come into Our presence and hath been
honoured with the robe of acceptance. We beseech God to
reinforce thee with the hosts of the invisible and the visible,
and to ordain for thee every good which He hath sent down in
His perspicuous Book.

Convey, on Our behalf, the cry of “God is Most Great!” unto
My loved ones, and illumine their hearts with the lights of
My guidance, and say: O my God, my God! Accept from us
that which our tongues utter in prayer before Thy Face and
in communion with Thee. Aid us to hold fast unto Thee and
unto what hath been sent down from Thy presence, and do
Thou enable this Thy servant to guide Thy creatures and to
lead them unto Thy straight Path. Verily, Thou art the All-
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O my Lord! Thou beholdest me standing at the door of Thy
grace, imploring the wondrous tokens of Thy bounty for Thy
loved ones. I entreat Thee that Thou wilt not deprive them of
that which Thou hast sent down in Thy Book; for Thou art, in
truth, the All-Powerful, at Whose single Letter the seas have
surged, the winds have blown, and the lights have shone forth.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Blessed art thou, O beloved one, for the words of grace which
thou hast spoken; upon thee hath the Sun of bounty shone
from the horizon of the utterance of the Lord of existence. I
beseech His transcendent favour that He may make thee a sign
of guidance in the lands and a pillar of steadfastness among
His servants. Verily, He is the Lord of creation, the Ruler in
the beginning and in the end.

By thy life, O beloved! Whenever I ponder the people and
their deprivation from the light of the Cause, I am bewildered
at this most great heedlessness and this grievous waywardness
— how they have forsaken that which would profit them in this
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world and the next, and have wandered in the deserts of self
and passion.

Say: O people! Reflect upon the ages that are past and med-
itate on the times gone by. Do ye behold a Cause more ex-
alted than that which hath now appeared in the world, or a
decree more gentle and more sublime than that which hath
shone forth from the Source of the command of the Lord of
pre-existence in this Most Great Manifestation?

Have ye any means for clothing yourselves with spiritual at-
tributes and attaining unto the qualities of the All-Merciful
greater than that which hath been sent down by the Most Ex-
alted Pen in this Most Glorious, Most Excellent Day? Nay,
by my Lord, the All-Glorious! Not a single letter of that
which hath been revealed in this supreme Manifestation can
be weighed against all that hath been sent down aforetime.

In this Most Blessed Day, from the Pen of pre-existence there
hath been revealed that which God hath made to be a ladder
whereby souls may ascend unto the Realm of the grace of the
Lord of the Dawn, and wings wherewith the spirits may soar
beneath the shadow of their Lord, the All-Glorious, the Most
Holy.

26 In the Tablets there have been sent down the subtleties of

the science of ethics and the mysteries of the ordinances of
governance. Blessed is he who apprehendeth their meanings
and recognizeth the marvellous structure of their words.

" By thy life, O beloved of the heart! They are the very cause of

salvation for the servants, the very means of life for the dwellers
of the lands, the foundation of repose, concord and unity, the
root of love, intimacy and friendship. A day shall come wherein
the heedless shall be awakened, the sleepers aroused, and they
will lay fast hold upon the commandments of God, the Lord
of what was and what shall be.

Blessed is he who, in this Day, apprehendeth the Will of God,
the All-Glorious, the Self-Subsisting, and followeth his Lord,
casting aside his own desires. He hath, verily, attained unto
good in his first life and in his last.

Convey, on behalf of this Servant, the cry of “God is Most
Great” unto those who have been drawn by the magnet of
the Most Exalted Word, who have attained unto the carpet of
intimacy and fidelity, and who have quaffed the draught of the
knowledge of God from the chalice of eternity.

Upon thee and upon them be the glory of God, the Lord of
existence and the King of the unseen and the seen. Praise be
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unto God; verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Glorious, the
All-Praised.

BHO00642

He is the Sanctified beyond the recognition of all created
things!

Praise be to God, Who manifests the jewels of knowledge and
wisdom through the divine and eternal signs, Who adorns the
hearts of the people of certitude with everlasting and tran-
scendent evidences, Who embellishes the tablets of contingent
being with enduring and perpetual traces, and Who inspires
the hearts of the faithful with mystic and unifying meanings.
He is the One Who has concealed within the darkness of words
the fountain of life, and has deposited within the mystery of
verses the realities of knowledge and wisdom, and has veiled
within the potentiality of evidences the subtleties of wisdom
and utterance. Glorified, glorified be His sovereignty and how
mighty is His proof! He created existence and made known
the path of attainment, and adorned His sincere ones in the
unseen and visible realms with the robes of nearness and ac-
ceptance. Blessed are they that attain, and joy be to them
that arrive! Prayer and peace be upon the Dawning-Places of
revelation and inspiration through whom the Way was made
manifest and the Proof became evident, and through whom ev-
ery seeker hastened to the court of the knowledge of his Lord,
the Mighty, the Beautiful. And upon those who gathered their
traces, who were guided by their lights, who walked by their
lamp, and who weighed their deeds with their balance. They
are among the people of the Crimson Ark sailing upon the sea
of grandeur. Upon them be the glory of the Lord of Names
every morn and eve.

Glorified art Thou, O Master of all necks and Ruler of the
beginning and the return! With what tongue can I mention the
signs of the might of Thy oneness, and with what utterance can
I explain what hath appeared in creation from the traces of the
sanctity of Thy unity? The lights of the sun of Thy singleness
have encompassed all directions, and the manifestations of the
outpouring of Thy mercy have enveloped all created things.
Blinded be the eye that is deprived of beholding the dawning-
places of the suns of Thy power on the horizons, and every
tongue that hath not spoken in praise of the manifestations of
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Thy might and power on the Day of Meeting. Perish the hearer
who heard not the striking of the trumpet of Thy Cause on the
Day of the Covenant, and destruction unto the rider who raced
not in the arena of Thy love on the Day of Manifestation and
Effulgence, and remoteness to the human who attained not
to the knowledge of the Manifestation of Thy Cause and the
Source of Thy Revelation in this Day wherein leg was wound
about leg.

O my God, my Lord and my Hope! Through the wonders of
Thy power Thou hast manifested in the world that which the
understanding of nations is powerless to comprehend, whereby
Thou hast made clear the Way and made evident the Proof,

and given the seekers to drink of the Kawthar and Salsabil.

There remaineth no symbol that Thou hast not revealed, no
word that Thou hast not interpreted, no verse that Thou hast

not made clear, and no evidence that Thou hast not expounded.

Yet despite all this, O my God, I witness that Thy servants
remained heedless in Thy days, recognized not the dawning of
the sun of Thy beauty, and perceived not the fragrance of Thy
garment which was diffused in the days of the manifestation of
the Exponent of Thy Self, the Dawning-Place of Thine Essence,
the Dayspring of Thy signs, and the Mine of Thy evidences.

Thou beholdest, O my God, Thy servants whom Thou didst
create for this Manifestation wandering in the wilderness of
heedlessness and delusion, and unmindful of that which hath
appeared through Thy grace of the hidden Mystery concealed
and the promised Symbol recorded in the Tablets and Scrolls. I
beseech Thee by Thy conquering power, Thy all-encompassing
mercy, and Thy all-pervading will, to manifest in existence that
which will draw all unto the Promised One, O Master of the
seen and unseen! Thou art He Whose mercy hath preceded all

created things and Whose bounty hath encompassed all beings.

Look not, O my Hope, upon the weakness of Thy servants and
the heedlessness of them that dwell in Thy lands. Aid the
receptive beings to attain unto Thy manifest Law proceeding
from the right hand of power and might. Verily Thou art the
Master of creation and the Sovereign of all beings. There is
none other God but Thee, the Single, the One, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

i O thou who art the object of the glance of favor and adorned

with the robe of bounty, who calleth out in the lands in the
name of thy Lord, the Possessor of existence and the Sovereign
of the unseen and the seen! What thou didst write with the
pen of love hath been received, and what was contained therein
of the verses of love and unity hath been read. I beseech God,
the Lord of the worlds and the Possessor of the Most Great
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Name, to preserve thee beneath His shadow and to assist thee
in teaching His Cause and spreading His signs, and to provide
thee at every moment with the bounty of His generosity and
the Salsabil of His grace. Verily, He is the Kind, the Generous.
There is no God but Him, the Most High, the Most Great.

Grieve not over the delay in sending the writing. By thy life!
My heart is occupied with thy remembrance and the remem-
brance of those who have remained steadfast in the Cause of
thy Lord. At every moment I desire to manifest what is in
the heart of the degrees of love, but for everything there is an
appointed time and for all things a season. Nothing moveth
except by the will of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful,
the All-Purposeful. Inasmuch as I relied upon what lay hidden
of the degrees of concealed love, I paid no heed to the delay
in reply until the time came when I moved the pen of love
to manifest what was in the heart. I beseech my Lord, the
Possessor of creation, to assist thee in that which shall endure
throughout the duration of His most excellent Names and most
exalted Attributes, and to make thee a standard of guidance
among creation and a sign of steadfastness among all beings.
There is no God but Him, the Most High, the Most Glorious.

O thou who art beloved! Reflect upon the manifestations of
the Cause and the heedlessness of the people of the earth. Man
is bewildered by the veiling of the people of the lands. I know
not in what valley they wander or to what thing they cling.
Do they not see the rising of the Sun of inner meanings from
the horizon of utterance, and do they not behold the dawning
of the Luminary of knowledge and wisdom at the pole of possi-
bility? Is there in their hands a greater proof than that which
hath appeared in the world, and have they a stronger argument
than that which the Sovereign of nations hath brought forth?
Say: O ye who are veiled! Come, let us together supplicate
concerning the Cause of God, the Possessor of what was and
what shall be. Should We find what ye possess to be stronger
than what We have, We shall be as We have been among the
fair-minded, and should ye find what We have to be greater
than what is in your hands, be fair and be not among the
heedless.

Hath there appeared in any cycle from among the cycles the
Cause of your Lord, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting, save as
it hath appeared today from the horizon of power and might?
Abandon what hath been woven by the hands of idle fancy
and turn ye toward the direction of your Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Reflect upon the past centuries and ages. Did
anything prevent the people of the Gospel from turning to the
Mighty, the Beautiful, in the days of the rising of the Sun of
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the Qur’an except these vain imaginings which were built by
the hands of heedlessness and forgetfulness? And were the peo-
ple of the Torah veiled from the light of the Sun of Oneness
on the day of the appearance of the Spirit except by what was
inscribed by the pen of conjecture upon the pages of ignorance
and heedlessness? It behooveth you in these days wherein the
world hath been adorned with the lights of the Most Great
Name and the body of contingent being hath been honored
by the Word of knowledge and wisdom, to weigh every mat-
ter with the balance of reason and to leave unto the deficient
what hath been uttered by the heedless and ignorant, and to
hasten with your heads to the source of bounty and grace. It
beseemeth not man to follow what others among his fellow men
have spoken. It behooveth all to reflect at every moment upon
spiritual progress and not to sully themselves with that which
preventeth them from ascending to the heights of knowledge
and wisdom. O thou who art beloved!

By Thy life! Man is astonished at the heedlessness of the peo-
ple of the Bayan, even more than the people of the Furqan.
They have veiled themselves from the light of the Cause af-
ter Our Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted, guided them
and perfected His proof unto them every morn and eve. Ver-
ily, he who sacrificed himself in His path for the Point of the
Bayan, and was engaged at all times in His remembrance and
praise, denied Him on the day of His manifestation and turned
away from Him when the sun of His beauty dawned, follow-
ing him who was veiled from the appearance of the light of
divine knowledge by the veils of heedlessness and forgetfulness.
How strange that they should content themselves with a mere
trickle and deprive themselves of the ocean of the knowledge
of their Lord, the Mighty, the Omnipotent!

Grieve not at what thou seest of the people in their error. Arise
to promote the Cause of thy Lord, the Self-Sufficing, the Most
High, with the wisdom which He hath sent down in His Tablets
and enjoined upon His loved ones. Ask thy Lord, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful, in all circumstances, not to deprive His ser-
vants of the ocean of His utterance and to guide them, through
His supreme power, to the dayspring of His revelation and the
source of His signs. Whenever thou turnest to the regions and
associatest with the righteous ones, convey unto them the greet-
ings from this Servant and remind them of the days of their
Lord, the Generous, Who showed them the straight path.

Say: O loved ones of the All-Merciful! It behooveth you to
stand firm in the Cause in these days wherein your Lord, the
Mighty, the Gracious, hath been manifested unto all creation.
Beware lest the tempests of trials and the storms of tribulations
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move you, or the doubts of the people of the Bayan veil you
from the Dayspring of bounty and benevolence. Regard them
as mere nothingness before the Command of your Lord, the
Ancient of Days and the Sovereign of nations. I beseech God,
your Lord, the Most Glorious, to protect you in His shadow
and ordain for you the best of what is in His Book, and make
you the standard of steadfastness in His lands and the sign
of guidance among His servants. Verily, He is the Kind, the
Generous. There is no God but He, the Most High, the Most
Great.

The Glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon you
and upon everyone who is firm, steadfast and upright, and
praise be to God, the Beloved of the mystics.
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In the name of our Lord, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the
Most Exalted, the Most Glorious!

Praise that is sanctified above the mention of all created things
and the description of all contingent beings befitteth the court
of the holy nearness of the Desired One, Who through His
blessed word “I loved to be known” brought the world of cre-
ation from nothingness into being, and with the fire of love set
aflame the sanctified and detached souls and the radiant and
receptive temples. That blessed Word became the dawning-
place of light and the source of fire. One of its effulgences
shone forth upon the Mount - its form appeared as fire, speak-
ing forth the exalted and blessed words “Verily I am God,”
and another effulgence turned toward the Mount - from it light
was made manifest and the meaning of the blessed verse “the
Mount crumbled to dust” was realized. Glory be to God! Ev-
ery possessor of power hath confessed his powerlessness and
every bearer of knowledge his ignorance. Through a single call
He so attracted the lovers in the wilderness of faithfulness that
they readily gave up their lives and all they possessed, hasten-
ing with utmost speed to the place of sacrifice. How many of
the weak ones, after hearing the call, were seen to manifest
such strength and power that neither the might and majesty
of the world nor the massed ranks of the peoples could prevent
them from turning to the Most Exalted Horizon.

Hallowed and glorified is that omnipotent Sovereign Who with
the finger of power unsealed the choice sealed wine and through
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the blessing of the Name of the Self-Subsisting bestowed it
upon the company of them that are nigh, the believers and
the sincere ones. I swear by the pearls of the divine ocean of
knowledge that whosoever attained unto a drop thereof forsook
the world and all that dwell therein, and set his face toward
the ultimate goal, the most exalted summit and the highest
horizon.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose Name the myster-
ies were revealed, the lights shone forth, and the trees yielded
their fruit! I beseech Thee by Thy Name the Self-Subsisting,
by Thy choice sealed wine, and by Thy binding decree, to aid
Thy loved ones to be steadfast in Thy Cause in such wise that
neither the vain affairs of the Pharaohs nor the might of the
oppressors - whom this vain life hath deluded and prevented
from turning unto Thee, O Lord of creation and Manifestation
of the light of oneness - may hinder them.

Then preserve them, O my God and God of all names, my
Creator and Creator of the heavens, from the arrows of the
deniers among Thy servants and the allusions of the wrongdo-
ers among Thy creation. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the light
of Thy manifestation and the fire of the Tree of Thy Cause
to open before the faces of the sincere ones among Thy ser-
vants, through the key of Thy grace, the doors of Thy bounty
and favors. Then cause them to know, O my God, that which
will so attract them to a station wherein neither the sorrows
of the world nor the clamor of the nations will affect them,
that they may take, through Thy name the All-Merciful, the
cup of knowledge and drink therefrom once through Thy Most
Great and Most Glorious Name and again through Thy remem-
brance, the Mighty, the Wise. O Lord! Illumine their hearts
with the lights of Thy knowledge, and ordain for them through
Thy Most Exalted Pen that which shall abide with them in ev-
ery world of Thy worlds. Verily Thou art the Almighty Whom
no power can frustrate and no strength can weaken. There is
none other God but Thee, the Powerful, the One, the Peerless,
the Mighty, the Luminous.

Furthermore, this servant hath heard thy sweet mention and
that wherewith thou didst praise God, the Lord of the seen
and the unseen. When he witnessed, saw, and drank from the
cup of thy utterance the pure and choice wine in praise of God,
the Lord of all names, he approached the praised station and
presented himself before His face. Thereupon the tongue of the
All-Merciful spoke forth in the kingdom of utterance - exalted
and mighty be His Word:

In My Name, the Witnessing, the All-Hearing

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

el 5 s s e Awn s psd !
b p Mo 2 BB o8 s Jyds
ca8 ol 5 Jle ) as 56 5131 G ek
Jdel 3l 5 U o5)5 4 (oa8) dade dad

258

5O o Sl e b S
el SO 08, 15N s
o el Sl s psdl S 5 gl
ole Je S0 Je malimaV) o Kol iy
Sl Saw ¥y wel Al OUgh gt N
R e LV PR 0% |

B V15 edie 5 %0 UL L S

,6;5,;@§\4\,é\gﬁzb\;s
5 Sile gr S gl e LN LD
St Oy ) Kals o B oLl
L}Ccﬂvdb Sl oy )by SHseh s
Sz Auic Sole o a0y
S L e b Sale 5 S Oy
WOl o 75 Y plae dI ode L
ol Sel sl r:\“ oo Y
T 3 N e e
o il S Al S5 A A
oA S S sl W’G);
o e B G e 05 L VI S
S ¥ ) Luil) il ) Sl
VAl Y 6 g 8 Sinn V5,8

e ol o) ds gl el el

@ﬁ\u,&w\fﬁr;u\g.\;.\w
J\&T)J ™ u\’ u;J.:Y by <.€{.L° Sy
W $3 G eV o I S 8 e 0
S 3 20 il S TN S
Ole & ol ol gk 13 an gl ST

s o 48 0Ll

@J\ SN

11

~



Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH00649

O thou who gazest toward the Most Exalted Horizon! All the
peoples of the world, of diverse parties, seek to grasp at some
means whereby they might establish a cause that would perpet-
uate their name and remembrance. Thus it hath been heard
how many souls in the western lands have sacrificed their lives
for vain and futile imaginings, though it is clear to every person
of insight that the deeds and acts of those heedless ones have
not borne, nor ever shall bear, any fruit. The perpetuation
of remembrance is praiseworthy when it is for God’s sake and
appeareth in His path, and its benefit returneth to all the peo-
ples of the world. Multitudes have clung to every vain fancy to
establish some cause or another, while this Most Great Cause
which hath dawned from the horizon of the heaven of God’s
Will - from this are the people of Persia heedless and veiled.

By the life of God! This is that Cause which the passage
of centuries and ages shall not alter, which extinction shall
not overtake, and whosoever attaineth unto it hath attained
unto God’s infinite bounties in all the worlds. The friends of
God, in whatsoever land they dwell, must have recourse to
wisdom and consultation, and must hold fast to whatsoever
will today draw the heedless to the ocean of awareness and
awaken the slumbering from the sleep of negligence, that all
hearts and minds may be illumined by the effulgences of the
Sun of Knowledge and be adorned with that which God loveth.
This is everlasting dominion and eternal wealth. Blessed is
he who hath attained unto that which shall profit him in this
world and the next, and woe unto the heedless.

The tokens of the favors of God, exalted be His glory, concern-
ing that honored person are known and evident. And his honor,
Name of God 66, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glo-
rious, had his petition reach the Most Holy Court, wherein was
mentioned that distinguished person, upon him be the Glory
of God. This servant presented the entire petition again before
His blessed countenance on the blessed night of Friday, the first
of the month of Rabi’u’th-Thani. By the lights of His counte-
nance! A word was heard from the blessed tongue concerning
that distinguished person which all the treasures of the world
could not equal. This evanescent servant beseecheth God, ex-
alted be His glory, that He may crown him with the diadem of
acceptance in this most mighty, most holy, and most exalted
Cause. Were but an atom of this station to be unveiled, ye
would behold all the honored ones of the world circling round
it. God willing, may they attain unto the preservation of this
supreme station and most exalted rank through the name of
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the Lord of Names. Verily, He guideth whom He willeth unto
His straight path.

Concerning what you wrote about Ragsha (upon whom be
God’s vengeance and wrath), that vile one, being heedless,
committed this most grievous sin and greatest error for the
sake of a few dirhams. Were the peoples of the earth to reflect
upon what befell him, they would all free and liberate them-
selves from the doubts of their suspicions and idle fancies, and
turn towards the horizon of certitude. In the blessed Tablet
of Burhan, one verse was specifically revealed concerning the
Wolf, and this shall soon become manifest and evident. If one
possessed of insight were to reflect upon the seizure of Raqgsha
and what was revealed in the Surih of Ra’is, as well as what
was revealed in the Surih of Kings and the Tablet of Fu’ad,
he would, in brief, gain some knowledge of the ocean of divine
knowledge and His power, might and ascendancy. How excel-
lent is the state of those souls who have drunk from the wine
of fairness and who have gazed with illumined eyes upon the
revealed verses and manifest, resplendent evidences. These are
accounted as the most exalted of creatures in the sight of the
Truth. However, the conditions of the world have, like dark
dust, seized all, such that they are barred from beholding the
lights.

O beloved of My heart! By the life of God, the consummate
wisdom of God has in certain matters caused delay, otherwise
you would have witnessed greater than what has transpired.
He, verily, is the Powerful, the Almighty. Praise be to God
that you have attained to the grace of God. Your mention and
the mention of those with you have been and continue to be in
the Most Holy Court, and this is a bounty that hath had and
hath no likeness or peer. Verily, He speaketh the truth and in
His grasp is the dominion of all things. There is no God but
Him, the Single, the One, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the
Wise.

Convey, if wisdom permitteth, My greetings to the friends in
that land on behalf of this evanescent one, and make mention
of them. Let not time slip away, and let not opportunity pass.
By the Beloved of all creation, a single moment of these days
cannot be equaled by centuries and ages. Today is the day
of mention and praise, and the day of obedience and service.
Time and again this evanescent servant hath submitted this
word to the divine friends and will continue to do so, through
God’s help and grace, until the manifest Truth shall come to
him. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

The Most Great and Most Exalted Branches - may my spirit,
my being, and my essence be sacrificed for the dust of their
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footsteps - have each shown loving-kindness towards you and

convey their greetings to you, as do those who circle round.

The Glory of God rest upon you and upon the loved ones of
God in that place, who have cast aside what the people possess,
hoping for that which is with God, the Lord of the worlds.
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In the name of our Most Holy, Most Great, Most Exalted and
Most Glorious Lord!

Praise and glory befit that Speaker to Whom all created
things owe their existence, Who hath renewed the entire world
through His Most Exalted Word that hath flowed from the
Supreme Pen, and Who hath commanded mankind to that
which shall profit them in all the worlds of His creation. He is
the All-Seeing One for Whose call all ears have been created,
and He is the All-Perceiving One for Whose dawning-place all
eyes have been brought from nothingness into being. Through
His Will and by His hand the kingdom of all things hath been
made manifest, and through His all-encompassing Purpose
whatsoever He willeth and decreeth doth shine forth. All
things testify to His power and the Concourse on High bear
witness to His grandeur. He is the Peerless One Who hath
ever been sanctified above all likeness and similarity and will
forever remain so. There is none like unto Him; He is the One
Who is manifest, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

I offer praise, salutations and glory unto those servants who
have tasted the sweetness of His utterance, who have hastened
to the ocean of life through His bidding and leave, and who
attained the choice wine when its seal was broken by His name
and His finger. These are servants who have cast away the
world and have taken hold of that which they were commanded

in His Book that hath descended from His dominion and might.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of the seen and the unseen! I
beseech Thee by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, through which
the foundations of every idolater were shaken and every denier
did lament, to aid those who have quaffed the Kawthar of Thy
love to remain steadfast in Thy Cause. Then make them, O
my God, the emblems of Thy Name in Thy lands and the
standards of Thy guidance in Thy realm. Thou art He Whom
nothing can frustrate and no thing can hinder. Thou givest
and withholdest, and Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful.
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Thereafter, thy letter was received which, praise be to God,
was illumined with the light of certitude and perfumed with the
fragrance of divine love. This utter nothingness and complete
nonexistence doth at all times beseech the True One, exalted
be His glory, that He may illumine all servants with the lights of
certitude. Today is the springtime of precious things. Tongues,
eyes, ears and hearts were created for this most holy and most
exalted Day, yet most of the servants are seen to be bereft and
deprived of this awareness. In the watches of the night and
throughout the day they are occupied with His remembrance,
yet remain veiled from Him. How strange is this talisman that
hath appeared and how wondrous this magic that hath been
made manifest! They spend their entire lives consumed in the
fire of search, yet when the Object of their quest appeareth
they turn away from Him. They are seekers, yet recognize
not their Goal. They are worshippers, yet remain deprived of
the Worshipped One. They possess ears, yet in the Book of
God are reckoned among the deaf. They have eyes, yet are
numbered with the blind.

The friends of God must at all times beseech and supplicate
the True One, exalted be His glory, for the deliverance of all,
that perchance the people of the world may not remain de-
prived of this supreme bounty and may not be kept back from
the Dayspring of the Light of Oneness by vain words, perish-
able ornaments, and transient colored conditions. The True
One, exalted be His glory, is gracious and His grace is all-
encompassing; He is merciful and His mercy is evident. After
becoming acquainted with thy letter, this evanescent nonexis-
tence did at a certain time repair to the eternal station and
presented himself at the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court.
This is what the Tongue of the All-Merciful uttered in the
Kingdom of Utterance. His word, exalted be His glory:

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great

O Muhammad-Qablil-Husayn! The servant in attendance has
come with thy letter and presented it before the Wronged One
in this remote spot. We have chosen exile out of love for God,
the Lord of all worlds, and have accepted imprisonment for
the manifestation of His firm and wise Cause. There hath
descended upon Us in the Most Great Prison that which hath
caused the Concourse on High to weep, and the dwellers of
Paradise and those who bear the Throne of thy Lord, the Most
High, the Great, to lament. And there descended upon Us
before this, in the Prison of Ta (Tihran), that which made the
eyes of the Messengers weep. We came for their deliverance and
upliftment, yet they have imprisoned Us time and again. The
curse of God be upon the wrongdoers! We summoned them
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to the supreme horizon, yet they barred Us from Our home
and confined Us to the most dilapidated of dwellings. Thus
was the matter decreed, and We are of those who give thanks.
Blessed is he whom the affairs of creation have not prevented
from turning, and he whom the power of the rulers hath not
frightened from arising. Thus have We sent down the verses
and dispatched them unto thee that thou mayest rejoice and
be of the thankful. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Your honor hath been and continues to be the recipient of
God’s favors. Today is the day of steadfastness, and today
is the day of goodly deeds. Through word and deed must all
peoples be guided. Blessed is the soul that hath attained to
the hearing of divine verses and hath perceived their sweetness.
God willing, may the friends of Truth be assisted to serve the
Cause and be enabled to do that which He loves and with which
He is pleased.

As to what thou didst write regarding the visit, it was submit-
ted, and He said that previously this word was revealed from
the Supreme Pen regarding this land: “Inwardly it is turbulent
while outwardly calm. Soon shall its inward state manifest
its outward condition, and its outward state its inward condi-
tion.” For this reason and others We have forbidden those who
drink from the Kawthar of meeting from turning towards this
land. The Sun of Justice is veiled behind the clouds of oppres-
sion, as every just and discerning one doth testify. The true
friends have been and are longing for attainment unto meeting,
and God, exalted be His glory, hath loved the meeting of His
friends, but countless veils have intervened. Your honor must
in all conditions observe wisdom and hold fast to the cord of
consultation. If wisdom permits and affairs are not hindered,
permission for presence may be obtained. If they visit, there
is and shall be no harm.

Praise be to God, they have been illumined by the lights of
the sun of permission, but in all conditions, as commanded,
they must observe the requirements of circumstances and wis-
dom. Verily, He aids whomsoever He willeth and ordaineth
for whomsoever He willeth the reward of attaining His pres-
ence. Verily our Lord, the Most Merciful, is the Almighty, the
Powerful.

Convey to the beloved Fuad who was mentioned in the letter -
upon him be all the Most Glorious Glory - this servant’s greet-
ings and salutations. Since they had written of their intention
to travel, I did not wish to impose any special burden. God
willing, in whatever land, station or realm they may be present,
may they be engaged in the mention of God, the praise of God,
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and service to God’s Cause. Praise be to God, they have been
and continue to be thus engaged - blessed are they! I request
that you convey greetings to all the friends on behalf of this
servant. If wisdom permits, God willing, may every possessor
of speech and utterance arise to teach and attain this most
exalted and glorious station. Every pure deed that is mani-
fested today from the friends of God is itself a teacher, and in
most Tablets this comprehensive and binding word has been re-
vealed. This evanescent servant beseeches and hopes from the
Exalted Truth that He may confirm the assured and steadfast
souls in that which today causes the exaltation of God’s Word.
Verily the All-Knowing Lord is the Witness, the Hearer.

You mentioned Haji Ahmad - upon him be the Glory of God
- and Aqga Mashhadi Ali and Aqa Khalil - upon them be the
Glory of God. Praise be to God, they are remembered in the
Most Exalted Court and have attained God’s favors. I request
that you convey special greetings to them on behalf of this
servant.

Regarding what you wrote about the reply to Ibn-i-Dhabih
- upon them be the Glory of God - this servant intended to
express to them the degrees of sincerity and send them a letter.
However, when mention was made of Jinab-i-Dhabih and his
ascension in the presence of the Beloved of all creation, there
was revealed from the Tongue of Grandeur that which diffused
the fragrance of favor and mercy. But now, since no command
has issued from the Source of Command, this servant has also
paused. God willing, whatever has been revealed from the
Supreme Pen regarding this great calamity will arrive together
with this servant’s letter. For now, convey greetings to them on
behalf of this servant. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to console
his family and enable them to be patient and forbearing. Verily
He is the Powerful, the Unconstrained. Glory be upon you and
upon him and upon those who have attained to this mighty and
wondrous Day. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Aga Buzurg

In My Name, the Sorrowful, the Stranger o Al Oy et

O Supreme Pen! I bear witness that Thou hast, at all times,
called out to all who are in the realm of creation, summoned
them unto God, and guided them to His straight Path. Not for
less than a moment did I pause, but rather did I speak forth in
the Kingdom of utterance that which drew the hearts of them
that know. Through thy shrill voice every soul that turned to
God, the Lord of all worlds, was drawn nigh, and through thy
movement were all created things stirred to motion in the days
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Through thee were
made manifest the hidden mysteries in the Books of God, and
that which was treasured in His all-encompassing knowledge
was unveiled.

O Pen! Make mention of that which was visited upon My
person by the hosts of the oppressors who turned away from
Us and rose up against Us without any clear proof from God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Say: O peoples of the earth!
The promised Day is come, and He Who was promised calleth
aloud with most exalted call. In every state doth He proclaim:
“There is none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.” Beware lest ye oppose Him through Whom every
Book was sent down, every Messenger dispatched, and every
wondrous Cause made manifest. Beware lest the cawing of the
crows and the turning away of the opposers debar you from
the Most Exalted Horizon and this clear and manifest Path.

By God’s life! My Pen lamenteth and saith: “O people of
the Bayan! Fear ye the All-Merciful, and say not that which
the idolaters said of old. Fear ye the Day whereon ye shall be
questioned concerning your deeds in this vain life.” He, verily,
is the Commander, the Almighty, the All-Wise. Say: If ye
oppose this Cause with any proof that would establish what
ye possess, then bring it forth, and be not of them that tarry.
This is the Cause of which the Bayan gave tidings, and before
it Muhammad the Apostle of God, and before him the Spirit,
and before him He Who conversed with God. The Point of the
Bayan standeth before the Throne, giving utterance to this
Name whereby the limbs of all names have quaked and the
foundations of the idolaters who cast the Book of God behind
their backs have been shaken, having followed every heedless
and remote one.
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O Pen! Leave the mention of such people and turn thy face to-
ward those who have turned unto God and believed in Him on
a Day wherein the learned ones of the earth and their divines
turned away, and those who followed them without My com-
mand before God - these are indeed among the abased ones.
Make mention of the martyr who sacrificed his spirit with joy
and fragrance in the path of My Name, the All-Merciful, with
such steadfastness as amazed the Concourse on High and the
dwellers of Paradise and those who circle round the Throne
at morn and eventide. Then make mention of him who was
named Buzurg, who heard the scratching of My Pen and soared
in My atmosphere and turned toward My face and spoke forth
My beauteous praise. We have made mention of him in numer-
ous Tablets and have revealed for him from My Most Exalted
Pen in the Crimson Book that which shall never cease to shed
its fragrance as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven en-
dureth. To this beareth witness He Who is established upon
the throne of grandeur with mighty sovereignty.

i O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Hear thou once

again the call from the Lote Tree raised up above the lumi-
nous spot, as a bidding from God, the Lord of Names and
Creator of the heavens. Verily, there is none other God but
Me, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. O Buzurg! The Ancient
Countenance hath turned toward thee from His Most Great
Prison, and remembereth thee with that which hath caused
the sweet savors of revelation to be diffused throughout the
world. Blessed is he who hath found and recognized and hath
said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Lords!” My Most Great
Branch hath presented before Me thy letter when the Wronged
One was seated upon the throne of sorrow by reason of that
which the hands of the deniers of God, the Lord of creation,
have wrought.

That which thou didst send through My Name, the Self-
Subsisting, hath come before the Wronged One. We have
heard thy call and have answered thee with that which shall
rejoice thy heart and the hearts of them that have turned
with spirit and fragrance toward My most exalted horizon.
At this moment the Tongue of Grandeur speaketh, and My
Branch writeth it as a token of grace from Me, and I am
the Powerful, the Unconstrained. We make mention of thy
sister, the consort of him who was martyred in My path, with
a remembrance from My Most Exalted Pen before which all
mention must bow down.

O My leaf and My handmaiden! By God, all things have
lamented for you, and the Most Exalted Pen, and the dwellers
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of the Most Exalted Paradise. Blessed art thou and blessed
every handmaiden who hath loved thee and attained unto thy
presence, and blessed thy mother whom We mentioned before,
and I am the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. We were with thee
and with her and witnessed what befell you both, and I am
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. Nothing whatsoever escapeth
His knowledge and with Him is the Mother Book. This is the
Day wherein the banner “He is God” hath been raised aloft
and the standard of divine power hath been hoisted upon the
highest mountains. Blessed is he who hath heard the Call from
the direction of the Throne, and blessed is he who hath beheld
My Most Great Sign when it shone forth from the horizon of
God’s Will, the Revealer of verses.

This is the Day wherein the ocean of My loving-kindness hath
surged, and the sun of My grace hath shone forth, and the
heaven of My mercy hath been upraised. Behold then, O ye
who are endued with vision! O Buzurg! Say: O people of God!
Beware lest the doubts of the divines or the allusions of them

that have denied the Beginning and the Return withhold you.

The Hidden Secret and the Treasured Mystery hath come, yet
the people are in doubt and dissension.

We have desired at this moment to make mention of My leaf
and My handmaiden whom We have caused to ascend unto
the Most Exalted Companion, that it may be a treasure for

her and a store with her Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

I bear witness that she turned unto God and hearkened and
responded to her Lord whilst the people were in a strange
sleep. By My life! The dwellers of the most exalted chambers
in the highest Paradise and the celestial garden welcomed her
- to this doth the Lord of Names bear witness at this moment,
He Who proclaimeth that there is none other God but Me,
the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Were her station to be revealed
even less than the eye of a needle, all the tongues of the world
would speak forth. Blessed is God Who hath preferred her and
honored her and exalted her to such a degree that the leaves
circle round her. The testimony of her Lord sufficeth her. By
My life! Nothing that is seen or witnessed can equal it. Blessed
are they who have recognized, and woe unto every obstinate
denier!

O Muhammad! The Wronged One makes mention of thee at
a time when the wicked have encompassed Him from every
direction. He speaks the truth before the faces of the world
even as He spoke before, in such wise that neither the clamor
of the peoples nor the might of the princes of the earth and
their divines could deter Him. Thus have We made manifest
the Cause with clear proof and evidence. Blessed art thou, O
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Muhammad, inasmuch as thou hast attained unto My days,
hast heard My call, and hast done that which was acceptable
in the sight of the Wronged One. Give thanks unto thy Lord
for this bounty which hath shone forth from the horizon of
thy Lord’s will, the Illuminator of all regions. Thou hast at
this hour attained unto a grace from Us and a pardon from
Our presence, and verily I am the All-Powerful, the Compeller.
Blessed are ye for having shown patience in the path of God
and borne that which none before you hath borne. To this
beareth witness the Mother Book which is with Him. Thus
have We purified you with the water of Our loving-kindness
and made mention of you through My utterance whereby the
horizons have been illumined. The glory shining from the hori-
zon of My Kingdom be upon you and upon those who love you
for the sake of God, the Lord of earth and heaven.

2 We make mention at this hour of My loved ones there who

have testified to that whereunto God Himself hath testified:
that there is none other God but Him, the Supreme, the Self-
Subsisting. O people of God! We counsel you to be trust-
worthy, religious, chaste and faithful, and to that whereby the
Cause of God, the Lord of all that was and shall be, may be
exalted. When ye have attained unto My verses and perceived
the breezes of revelation, arise from your seats, turning toward
the Wronged One, and say:

O God of earth and heaven, Lord of the world to come and
of this world! We testify to that whereunto Thy tongue hath
testified in the Most Exalted Horizon, and we acknowledge
that whereunto Thy Pen hath confessed. We beseech Thee
by the waves of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the stars
in the heaven of Thy wisdom to aid us to stand firm in Thy
Cause and to strengthen us in that which beseemeth Thy days.
O Lord! We are consumed by separation from Thee and our
hearts are melted in our remoteness from Thee. We perceive
the fragrance of Thy manifestation yet know not from what
place the fragrance of Thy garment wafteth, nor where the
rustling of the Tree of Thy Cause and the murmur of the waters
of Thy loving-kindness are heard.

We beseech Thee by Thy most great signs and by the mani-
festations of Thy power in the kingdom of creation to ordain
for us, by the pen of Thy bounty, the reward of attaining Thy
presence, of standing before Thy throne, and of appearing at
the door of Thy majesty. Thou art He by Whose generosity
all created things have testified and by Whose power all be-
ings have borne witness. We implore Thee not to deny us that
which is with Thee and that which Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones who have offered up their spirits in Thy path. By
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the Martyr whom the Concourse on High doth visit, we be-
seech Thee to ordain for us what Thou hast ordained for them.
Then protect us from the evil of those who croak and who hin-
der people from the ocean of Thy utterance, the sweet waters of
Thy bounty and the choice wine of Thy loving-kindness. There
is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the All-Conquering,
the Powerful. Thou art worthy to answer prayers, and Thou
art the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varqa)

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Glory!

Immeasurable praise befitteth the threshold of the Peerless One
Who, through the effulgence of the Sun of inner meanings, hath
adorned human hearts with the ornament of divine knowledge
and embellished the temples of human existence with the robe
of His recognition, rendering them distinguished thereby. The
tongues of the world are powerless to mention the wonders of
His bestowals, and the pens of all nations fall short in recording
the subtleties of His favors. His grace hath encompassed all
horizons, and His bounty hath pervaded all existence. Should
one gaze with the eye of insight upon the wondrous ordering of
creation, he would be astonished and bewildered by the subtle
favors of the Desired One towards him.

In the divine tradition He saith: “O son of man! I created
all things for thy sake, and thee for My own sake. Flee not
from Me.” Alas and regret that they are deprived of that for
which they were created, occupied with their own idle fancies,
and prevented from receiving the lights of the Sun of Truth.
In this spiritual springtime, when all the world is verdant and
flourishing from the divine breezes of knowledge, the trees of
human existence have not stirred nor become verdant. Glory
be to God! The heedless ones have not discovered that which is
the good of existence and the tranquility of humanity in both
the seen and unseen realms. All these trials and hardships are
for the sake of guiding people to eternal good and perpetual
ease, and for the elevation of the servants to spiritual realms
and their attainment to the luminous heights of holiness. Yet
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the possessors of selfish desires have prevented the people from
entering the precinct of acceptance and arriving at the city of
attainment. We beseech God—exalted be His glory and magnif-
icent His favors—to rend asunder, through His complete power,
the veils that hinder, and to guide all to the direction of guid-
ance and the dawning-place of knowledge and wisdom.

O thou who art turned towards the realm of immortality, who
drinketh from the pure waters of the Salsabil of reunion, and
who hath laid hold of the hem of faithfulness! Thy first and
second letters arrived in succession and brought the utmost joy
and delight. However, at that time, due to the frequency of
occupations, the sending of a reply was delayed. In these days,
while intending to write, thy third letter arrived and added joy
upon joy. After reading thy letters, thou wert present before
the Face and mention was made of thee. The Tongue of the
Divine Will, addressing thee, spoke these exalted words, His
word, exalted be His majesty:

5 In My Name that directeth the Tablet and the Pen

i O Leaf! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord of all names,

and the loving-kindness of God, the Creator of heaven, and
upon the ‘Ayn and the Ba who have attained unto the love of
God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, who have arisen
to serve the Cause and performed that which brought joy to
all hearts and souls. The river of names hath deprived people
of the ocean of inner meanings. At times the word ‘successor’
became a veil, at other times the word ‘mirror’, and yet at
other times words such as ‘chief’, ‘noble’, ‘learned’ and the
like. Although through the power of the Supreme Pen some
veils were rent asunder, others remain, for people are heedless
and veiled. Until now they have not found true unity and have
not comprehended the station of the Day of God. They cling
to vain imaginings, return to vain imaginings, and are oriented
towards vain imaginings. Praise and gratitude be to Him that
thou hast attained and beheld the Most Exalted Horizon, and
been honored to hear that for which ears were created. Strive
that perchance thou mayest, with joy and fragrance, illumine
the people of the world with the effulgent rays of the Sun of
true unity.

Say: O people of God! Wisdom is a mighty shield; hold fast
unto it and be occupied with rendering assistance to the Cause.
By the life of the All-Merciful! Victory is through wisdom
and utterance, and naught else is acceptable in the sight of
God, for the people of God are for the betterment of the world.
They must arise to that which will conduce to the exaltation
and advancement of governments and peoples. Convey My
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greetings to the loved ones in that land. Certain Tablets have
been revealed from the Supreme Pen in answer to some, and
have not yet been sent. We beseech God to confirm them in the
Greater Steadfastness, lest doubts and allusions prevent them
from the Source of verses and the Revealer of clear proofs. The
glory from Us be upon thee and upon those with thee and upon
My loved ones there.

We hope that you may ever be blessed with the favors of the All-
Knowing King and be confirmed and assisted in teaching the
Cause of the All-Merciful with wisdom and utterance. In truth,
if in this glorious Day one renders a service and becomes the
cause of guidance and enlightenment of one of his fellow beings,
the mention thereof shall endure throughout the kingdom of
earth and heaven. Say:

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of the world and Sovereign through
Thy Most Great Name! I beseech Thee by the dominion of Thy
power and the kingship of Thy might to make me steadfast in
Thy service and to aid me at all times to guide Thy creatures to
the source of Thy knowledge and the wellspring of Thy wisdom.
O my God, my Lord and my Hope! Thou knowest that I desire
naught but Thy mention and praise, and to arise in service to
Thy Cause in Thy lands. I beseech Thee to withhold not from
me Thy outpourings in Thy days, and to assist me in what
I have purposed in Thy path. Grant me, through Thy all-
encompassing grace upon all who dwell on earth and in heaven,
the Kawthar of bounty and the Salsabil of immortality.

O Lord! Thou seest the servants heedless of Thy manifesta-
tions in Thy days and veiled from the effulgence of the lights
of Thy oneness and the dawning of the Sun of Thy singleness.
Strengthen those whom Thou hast caused to recognize Thy
Self, whom Thou hast honored with Thy knowledge, and whom
Thou hast adorned with Thy acceptance, to do what befit-
teth Thy days of manifestation: to detach themselves from all
else and to confine themselves to that which endureth through
the permanence of Thy sovereignty and dominion - namely,
to guide creation to the paradise of Thy knowledge. Look
not upon the heedlessness of the servants and the veiling of
the lands, O Sovereign of the Beginning and the End, but
rather upon Thy grace, Thy mercy, Thy generosity and Thy
loving-kindness. Look not upon the weakness and impotence
of creation, but rather upon the might of Thy power and the
dominion of Thy strength. Preserve, O God, Thy loved ones
from the evil of Thine enemies who have remained heedless of
Thy Cause and have committed what they were forbidden in
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Thy Book. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Lord of abun-
dant grace. There is none other God but Thee, the Most High,
the Most Great.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord of Names and Sovereign of earth
and heaven! With what tongue can I thank Thee for the won-
ders of Thy bestowals, and with what utterance can I praise
Thee for the manifestations of Thy grace and bounty? Thy
mercy hath encompassed us from all directions, and Thy grace
hath preceded us, O Lord of earth and heavens!
nothingness describe the attributes of the Sovereign of eter-
nity? By Thy glory! I am bewildered in Thy remembrance
and astounded by the predominance of Thy kindness and the
succession of Thy generosity and favor. Were I to praise Thee
throughout the duration of the kingdom and dominion, I would
not be able to comprehend the least of Thy favors, nor could
I describe the smallest of Thy bestowals - how much less Thy
remembrance, Thy praise, and the attributes of Thy power,
might, majesty, glory and dominion! I beseech Thee to accept
from me what Thou hast commanded me in Thy Book, and
to look not upon my poverty, want, abasement and lowliness,
but rather upon Thy glory and power. Aid me to such remem-
brance as shall endure in Thy kingdom and shall be a cause
for my attaining, at all times, unto the heights of Thy near-
ness. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Bountiful. There is
none other God but Thee, the Gracious, the Munificent, the
Bestower, the Mighty, the Merciful.

How can

Convey to the honored Habib Ruhani ‘Ayn-Qaf-Ba sublime and
wondrous remembrances and glorifications. Likewise to M.H.,
may the glory of God rest upon them both. We beseech God to
strengthen them and grant them the good of the hereafter and
of this world. Verily, He is the One with power over whatsoever
He willeth. To the honored Aqa Mirza Mahmud, may the
glory of God rest upon him, I send most wondrous and sublime
glorifications, and I beseech and hope for God’s grace and favor
on his behalf. In the first letter, mention was made of the
honored Aqa Jalil - glorify him on my behalf and remember
him with beautiful remembrance. I beseech God to strengthen
him, preserve him and grant him what is best for him. Verily,
He is the Kind, the Generous. Remember all the friends with
gracious remembrances and most sublime glorifications. Glory
and praise be upon you and upon them all. As pressing tasks
were successive, this was sent in the handwriting of one of the
friends.

202 [Muhammad ‘Alj]
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Ziyarat-Namiy-i- Babu’l-Bab va Quddus

Tablet of visitation for the first to arrive and the last to attain,
may the souls of all on earth be offered up for them both.

In the name of Him Who is the Compassionate, the All-
Bountiful!

The peace that hath shone forth from the Dayspring of the Will
of God, the Lord of all being, and the light that hath dawned
above the horizon of His supreme mercy and His resplendent
signs rest upon you, O ye who are the hands of His power in
the kingdom of creation and the manifestations of His grandeur
between earth and heaven!

Ye are they who were awakened by the gentle winds of the
dawn of Revelation and were enraptured by the voice of Him
Who spoke on Sinai. Ye are they who inhaled the fragrance
of the All-Merciful when it wafted from the realm of divine
knowledge. By your guidance the thirsty hastened to the on-
rushing waters of everlasting life and the sinner to the vivifying
river of forgiveness and mercy. Ye are the signs of God and
His straight Path amongst His creation. Through you all faces
turned to the Most Exalted Horizon and every poor one sought
the Wellspring of wealth.

At your suffering all things lamented, and every atom cried
out between earth and heaven, and Adam forsook the Most
Exalted Paradise and chose for Himself a place upon the dust.
Ye are the dawning-places of power amidst the people and the
daysprings of might amongst the righteous. Through you the
springtime of inner meaning appeared in the world of utter-
ance and the All-Merciful shed His effulgent splendour upon
all created things.

Ye are the hands of His Cause in His lands, and the stars of His
bountiful care amidst His servants. Through you the daystars
of knowledge dawned forth, the heavens of all religions were
illumined, the lights of the sciences shone brightly amongst
the nations, and the sphere of the arts was expanded through-
out the world. Ye are the dawning-places of God’s Revelation
upon the earth and the daysprings of His signs in the world
of creation. By your arising did the people arise to serve the
Cause and the river of mercy flow out amidst humankind.

Ye are the pearls of the Hidden Sea and the letters of the Trea-
sured Book. Through your sublime word the Book of Names
was expounded and the portals of blessings were opened wide
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before the inhabitants of earth and heaven. Through you the
injunction “Be thou” was enforced, the Hidden Secret was di-
vulged, and the choice Wine was unsealed.

Alas, alas! By reason of your sorrow, the inmates of the all-
highest Paradise were overcome with grief and the denizens of
the kingdom of names were moved to lament. At your suffering,
trembling seized the inhabitants of the Verdant Isle on the
shore of the Sea of Grandeur, causing the sighs of such as are
wholly devoted to God to ascend and the tears of them that
are nigh unto Him to rain down. Ye are the books of God and
His scriptures, the epistles of God and His tablets. By virtue
of your gladness the faces of all beings were wreathed in smiles,
and by reason of your sorrow all things visible and invisible did
wail aloud.

Ye are the arks of God sailing upon the ocean of His Will, and
the people of God who have arisen to champion His Cause.
Through you the Most Great Announcement was proclaimed
and the limbs of all men were made to tremble. Through your
call every sleeping one was awakened, every seated one rose
up, and every reclining one rushed forth. Through that call
the negligent were raised from slumber, the ignorant were en-
lightened, the agitated were assured, and the tongue of every
stammerer was unloosed. Through your sweet remembrance all
people hastened to the Most Exalted Horizon and the Crimson
Ark sailed upon the sea of names.

Ye are the dawning-places of the Will of God and the
daysprings of His Cause, the embodiments of His command
and the sources of His might. Ye are the storehouses of His
knowledge and the treasuries of His secrets, the repositories of
His decree and the exponents of His behest. Ye are the pearls
of the ocean of His generosity and the gems of the mines of
His munificence, the suns of the firmament of His grace and
the moons of the heaven of His bounty. Through you the
banner “He, verily, is God” was hoisted upon the earth and
every stranger came to recognize his ultimate goal and his
true abode.

Through your allegiance did the pure in heart rush to the field
of martyrdom and offer up that which they possessed in the
path of God, the Lord of all names. Through you did they who
enjoy near access to God attain unto the living waters of im-
mortality, and the true believers unto that which hath flowed
forth from the Luminous Spot in the All-Highest Paradise be-
fore the Divine Lote-Tree.
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2 I testify that through you the breeze of the All-Merciful passed

over all created things and the sweet savour of the All-Glorious
wafted over all regions. Through you the Throne was estab-
lished upon the land of Za’faran and the God of Mercy seated
Himself thereupon. Through you the heaven of certitude shone
resplendent and all things were moved to proclaim, “The King-
dom is God’s, the Almighty, the Beneficent!” Through your
names the suns of inner meaning dawned above the horizons
of utterance, and the streams of divine wisdom flowed in the
gardens of true understanding. Ye are those inner meanings
that can neither be apprehended through words nor expressed
through speech.

Blessed is the poor one who hath set out towards the orient of
your wealth, the thirsty one who hath hastened to the shores
of the ocean of your favours, the lowly one who hath sought
the court of your glory, the ignorant one who hath looked to
the dawning-place of your knowledge, the distressed one who
hath drawn nigh unto the tabernacle of your majesty and the
pavilion of your grace, the ailing one who hath longed for the
heavenly river of your healing, the weak one who hath turned
to the kingdom of your might, and the friend who hath reached
the soft-flowing stream of reunion with you and been honoured
with your presence, which excelleth all that hath been fash-
ioned in the universe or appeared in the realm of creation.

Great indeed is the blessedness of the wayward one who hath
rushed to the dayspring of your guidance, the slumbering one
who hath been awakened through your remembrance, the dead
one who hath been stirred by the breezes of your utterance and
adorned with the ornament of life beneath your shadow, the
seated one who hath arisen in your service, the eloquent one
who hath celebrated your praise and turned to the fountain
of your generosity, and the rebellious one who through your
intercession hath reached the ocean of forgiveness.

Through the sweet call you raised did all things draw nigh unto
God, the Possessor of all names, and by your turning to the
Most Exalted Horizon did all faces turn towards the dawning-
place of the bounty of your Lord, the All-Glorious. Through
you the treasures of all names were brought forth amongst the
people. Through you the hearts of His ardent lovers were set
ablaze in the world of creation.

The glory that hath dawned from the horizon of Mine utterance
rest upon you and upon whomsoever hath turned towards you
and fixed his gaze on the court of your glory. Through you
the Dove of Eternity chanted and the birds of the Throne of
glory warbled amongst the peoples, the seas surged and the
winds blew, the lights were shed abroad and the skies were
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illumined. Through you the celestial Bird sounded its call, that
which had been hidden was disclosed, the irrevocable decree
was fulfilled, and the Hand of Mercy passed round the sealed
wine. Through you the morn of certitude dawned forth, the
lamp of vain imaginings was extinguished, and the gates of
inspiration were flung open. Through you the secrets of the
Book were divulged and the veils were rent asunder. Through
you the emerald-green Nightingale warbled upon the Crimson
Tree, testifying to that whereunto God Himself did testify ere
the creation of earth and heaven.

Ye are the waves of this Sea through which every other sea hath
surged and the mercy of God hath appeared in every land. I
bear witness that ye are rivers branching out from the Most
Great Ocean, luminous moons rising above the horizon of the
world, and radiant lights shining upon its peoples. God hath
made each of you a bough of this Ancient Root; an exponent
of this glorious, this veiled and weighty Secret; a manifestation
of His most noble Name; and a sign of His all-embracing grace.
Well is it with him that hath been blessed by your breath dur-
ing your lives and guided by your example after your deaths.
Through you God’s bounty was fulfilled, His mercy encom-
passed all things, His testimony was established, His heavenly
sustenance was sent down, His Word was perfected, His breeze
was wafted, and His proofs shone resplendent amidst all cre-
ation.

By your suffering, the kindreds of the cities of names were
seized with agitation, the Pen of the Most High wailed aloud,
the inmates of the loftiest Paradise were sorely vexed, the
leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree withered, the Maids of heaven
swooned away in their crimson chambers, the atoms of the uni-
verse cried out between earth and heaven, and the movement
of the Pen of the Most Great Name was stilled in the realms
of remembrance and praise.

Blessed is the one who hath been illumined with the light of
your faces, hath drawn nigh unto the precincts of your court
and circled round you, hath visited your resting-places and
taken refuge with you, hath cleaved to the cord of your grace
and held fast to the hem of your bounty, hath striven to the
utmost in your path and suffered martyrdom for the sake of
your love.

Through you the Supreme Horizon was illumined and all faces
turned to God, the Lord of all Names. Through you were
manifested His sovereignty and His might, His majesty and
His grandeur. Ye are the lights of the Kingdom, the secrets
of the Celestial Dominion, and the daysprings of the Cause of
God in this nether world. Through you the sun of utterance
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shone forth, the ocean of understanding appeared, the heaven
of certitude was upraised, and the throne of the All-Merciful
was established in the realm of being.

Blessed are ye—the origin of your beings and their end, your
outer temples and inner selves—and blessed is whosoever hath
drawn nigh unto you and visited your graves, held fast to the
cord of your favours, and clung firmly to the hem of the robe
of your bestowals.

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord of Being and Possessor of all
things visible and invisible! I beseech Thee by the showers
of Thy mercy, through which Thy bounties and favours were
manifested unto Thy servants, and by the mysteries of Thy
knowledge and the pearls of the ocean of Thy wisdom, to for-
give me, and my parents, and every servant who hath clung
firmly to this exalted station and hastened to this sublime habi-
tation.

I entreat Thee, O my Lord, by that Word wherewith Thou
hast subdued the hearts of Thy chosen ones, to satisfy my
needs and make me steadfast in Thy Cause, with my eyes fixed
upon Thy horizon, wholly rid of all attachment to such as have
disbelieved in Thee and in Thy signs.

O Lord! Thou seest Thy servant hastening to the ocean of Thy
forgiveness, desiring only that which Thou hast ordained for
them that love Thee. Thou art, in truth, that All-Powerful
One Whom the pursuits of Thy servants can never frustrate
nor the clamour of the people deter from Thy purpose. Thou
doest, through the power of Thy might, what Thou willest, and
ordainest as Thou pleasest. Thou, verily, art the All-Powerful,
the All-Subduing, the Almighty.
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He is God, blessed and exalted be His glory.

Praise be to God, Who hath made the path plain unto the peo-
ple of search, and hath made manifest His narrow way unto
the possessors of scrutiny and diligent inquiry; Who hath il-
lumined, by the effulgences of the Sun of divine knowledge,
the dawning-places of the hearts of them that truly believe.
Glorified and exalted be His sovereignty! By the magnet of
His Word He hath drawn the hearts of the people of concord
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unto the City of intimacy and unity; He hath illumined the
horizons and the lands with the wondrous splendours of His
shining light, and hath adorned the bodies of the people of
the Covenant, on the Day of Reunion, with the robes of His
bounty, His grace, and His loving-kindness.

And glory rest upon that Light which hath shone from the fir-
mament of majesty upon the Faith amongst humankind, and
upon the recipients of Revelation and inspiration in the world
of creation — those by whom the greatness of God, His might
and His all-subduing power, have been made manifest; by the
words that have proceeded from their mouths the books of exis-
tence have been embellished with the subtleties of wisdom and
utterance, and the scriptures of the religions have been broi-
dered with the jewels of knowledge and recognition. Through
their guidance hath every true seeker attained unto the City
of nearness, and every one that turned and was prepared hath
been invested with the raiment of acceptance. And peace be
upon those who have followed them and obeyed them, hear-
kened to their command and answered their summons, and,
through their guidance, have turned unto the shore of the
knowledge of their Lord, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O Lord of bounty, O Possessor
of the secrets of the unseen and the seen! Exalted art Thou
above my description and the description of the world, above
my mention and the mention of all nations. How shall T dare
to describe Thee, seeing that Thou art the King of might and
eternity? How shall I venture to extol Thee, whilst Thou art
the Lord of the Kingdom of power and independence? How
shall I praise and thank Thee, when Thou art sanctified above
all praise and glorification?

By Thy might! I see for myself naught but bewilderment in
Thy praise, and discern for my soul naught save powerlessness
in thanksgiving for the marvellous signs of Thy favours and the
subtleties of Thy bounties. Wert I, throughout the duration
of existence, to give voice to mine inability, my poverty, my
abasement and lowliness before Thy might, Thy wealth, Thy
glory and Thy exaltation, my heart would not find rest, nor
would my bosom be set at ease.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou Who, through our own impotence,
hast made known unto us the majesty of Thine omnipotence;
and glorified art Thou, O Thou Who, by our poverty of being,
hast guided us unto the Kingdom of Thine all-sufficiency and
Thy power. The deficiencies of the realm of possibility have led
us to the perfection of Thine Essence, O Lord of religions; and
the weakness of contingent existence hath pointed us toward
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Thy strength and Thy dominion, O King of the unseen and
the seen.

Exalted is Thy consummate wisdom, and magnified Thy per-
fect handiwork! Is there any seer to behold these clear signs?
Is there any man of understanding to ponder these manifest
tokens? None is able to know them save through Thy might,
Thy power, Thy sovereignty and Thy strength.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of mankind and Possessor of the myster-
ies of destiny, to aid us in the knowledge of this hidden mystery
and concealed symbol, and to make each one of us a tongue
eloquent in remembrance of Thee and in praise of Thee, and in
thanksgiving for the bounties of Thy beauty; and to enable us,
O Thou hope of all worlds and desire of them that know, to
exalt the standards of Thy Cause amidst Thy creatures, and
to spread abroad the traces of Thy Pen amongst Thy creation.
Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest. There is
no God but Thee, the Bestower, the Giver, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Glorious, the All-Knowing.

O thou who hast turned thy face unto the Blessed Lote-Tree,
who art beheld by the eye of the loving-kindness of the Lord
of creation, and who dwellest beneath the shade of bounty
and mercy! Thy letter, sealed with thine own seal, hath been
received, and I have read that which was inscribed therein of
allusions betokening the subtleties of thy love, and of words
expressing the essences of thy affection.

I entreat God, the Lord of being and the Sovereign of the
beginning and the end, to single thee out at all times with
the raiment of His tenderness and the robe of His bounty and
compassion; to make thee a banner of guidance among His
servants and a token of steadfastness in His creation; and to
protect thee, beneath the shade of His guardianship, from the
malice of His creatures. Verily, He is the All-Glorious, the All-
Generous. There is no God but He, the Most High, the Most
Great.

O Habib-i-Ruhani! After the perusal of thine honoured let-
ter, which bore a sealed seal, and likewise of the second letter
which thou hadst sent from Qazvin, both were presented in
the Most Sanctified, the Most Exalted Court; and the mention
of thine eminence was laid before the Countenance. There
then streamed forth from the fountain-head of the bounty of
the Lord of creation wondrous, exalted favours, and luminous
verses were revealed concerning thine honoured self and those
souls whose names thou hadst recorded in both letters. We
hope that, through their reading, they will be set aflame and
shall rejoice in the manifestations of divine grace.
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As to the enclosed letter which the honoured Mirza Muham-
mad had written, its answer, in accordance with his request,
was, through the intermediary of Jinab-i-Aslamu’llah — upon
him be the glory of God and His splendour — despatched to
him; and, previously, a Tablet in reply to his former letter had
also been revealed and sent. Doubtless it hath by now reached
him regarding some of the matters thou hadst mentioned.

The Tongue of the Divine Will hath spoken these luminous
words:

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory. Jinab-i-Mirza Haydar-
‘Ali — upon him be My glory — hath, for many a year, been
supplicating in the Holy Court, and hath mentioned Habib-
‘Ali-Haydar, that the bounties should reach him. They shall
indeed reach him, and none is able to transgress against him,
inasmuch as he is bound to foreign governments. For this rea-
son the Tablets and correspondence were sent to him that he
might deliver them. In the meantime, whatever Tablets were
destined for certain individuals have been entrusted to him for
transmission. Today, were one to look with the eye of fairness,
the tongue would be silenced and the pen stay its hand; and
these matters have been revealed in divers Tablets.

5 Jinab-i-Amin hath, in his own letter, made mention of thine

eminence and of Jinab-i-Muhammad-Rida and of those souls
who have appointed a monthly stipend for the aforesaid Mirza,
and he hath expressed, on behalf of all, his good pleasure, joy
and happiness.

As to what thou hast written regarding certain persons, the
right is with thine eminence; but God counselleth all through
His verses, and summoneth all unto His straight Path. Blessed
is the man and the woman who hold fast unto His straight way.

Were those souls who ascribe themselves to the Truth adorned
with that unique robe which becometh the Days of God, thou
wouldst, in this day, behold all the people of the earth illu-
mined.

O Jamal! Grasp thou the hem of the name ‘the Concealer’
and know, with assured certitude, that all matters are, in the
sight of God, evident and manifest. His concealment hath been,
and is, by virtue of His consummate wisdom. Forbearance is
needful, but in such wise that it lead not to boldness.

And regarding that which thou didst write about the honoured
Muhammad-Husayn — may the transcriber have set it as L. T.
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after it had been laid before the Most Sanctified Court, He
said:

“His case is known unto God; and all were commanded to
silence, and to leave his right to God. May the spirit of whoso
is in the Kingdom of command and creation be a sacrifice for
His loving care, and a ransom for His mercy.”

Such matters come to pass that all may know the reality of the
stations of the Shi’ih hierarchy, and the true nature of those
souls and the rank of the divines; that they may not again
occupy themselves with mere names, nor kindle anew the fires
of cursing and contention. These eyes and these ears have
seen and heard; nevertheless, the cawing ones are striving to
organize once again such a party. May God — exalted be He —
protect Us and you, O concourse of the people of unity, from
the evil of such as these.

Again, concerning the promised piece of land which thou didst
mention: it hath in no wise been forgotten; but, in view of the
all-embracing wisdom, its despatch is at present not possible.
Should they be content with another piece which is not con-
trary to wisdom, it will be sent; otherwise, they must needs
wait until the time is ripe and the sending thereof accordeth
with the exigencies of the hour.

The dwellers in the Pavilion of Infallibility, one and all, make
mention, in exalted terms, of thine eminence and thy house-
hold. Convey, on Our behalf, to Jinab-i-Habb’u’llah remem-
brance with tender, subtle praises, and magnify him with a
mighty, all-glorious glorification.

We beseech God to safeguard thee and thy family beneath the
canopy of His care, and to grant you, at all times, to quaff the

draught of His bounty and grace from the stream of Tasnim.
Verily, He is the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

Whensoever thou dost meet the joyful friends of God in any
land or station, remember them, on behalf of this Servant, with
wondrous glorifications, and convey unto them the cry of a
sublime, all-compelling “God is Most Great”.

i Peace, glory and praise be upon thee, O thou who dwellest

beneath the shadow of the grace of the Lord of names.
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To: J.S.

He is God, exalted be His glory. als Al A 5

Praise be unto God, the King, the All-Praised, Who hath
brought us forth into the realm of existence, and hath taught
us praise and glorification in the worlds of the seen and the
unseen. He, verily, is the Possessor of the reins of bounty and
grace. Every being and thing visible hath acknowledged His
sovereignty, and all have confessed His power and His proof on
the promised Day.

For the way unto any but Him is, in the sight of the knowing,
barred; and every proof, in the eyes of the lovers, save that
which establisheth His Cause, is rejected. His very verses are
His evidence, and His own being is His affirmation. There is
no God but He, the All-Glorious, the All-Loving.

And blessings and peace be upon the Manifestations of His
impregnable, blissful Cause, the dawning-places of His Reve-
lation — those who have summoned His servants to prostrate
themselves before Him, have guided the seekers to the court of
His knowledge, and have led the yearning unto the pavilion of
His love. Blessed is he who hath awakened from the slumber
of heedlessness, and woe betide the sleepers! Happiness be the
portion of him who hath arisen to serve the Cause, and utter
loss the lot of him who hath chosen to sit idle and remain un-
moved. Glad-tidings be to those who have been faithful to the
Covenant, have not broken the Testament of their Lord, and
have stood firm upon His outstretched Path.

O thou beloved of the heart, thou who, on the Day of Return,
hast clung to the Covenant of love! Thy first letter and thy
second have both come to hand; I have read what they con-
tained, and recognized the degrees of love and unity treasured
within thy heart, which hath been illumined by the shining of
the Word of thy Lord, the Lord of the Day of Summoning.

When I beheld what thou didst desire might attain the honour
of being presented and recited in the court of the All-Forgiving,
I entered the forecourt of majesty and laid thy remembrance,
and what thou hadst written of praise and glorification, before
His Face. Thereupon the fragrance of utterance was stirred,
the ocean of bounty and loving-kindness surged, and there was
sent down for thee and for those whom thou didst mention in
thy letter that which shall clothe you in the vesture of grace
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and adorn you with the robe of liberality. Verily, He is the
All-Glorious, the All-Loving.

It behoveth thee to give thanks for this Most Great Bounty
and to glory therein before the peoples and kindreds of the
earth. I beseech God, my Lord, the All-Glorious, to guard thee
beneath the shadow of the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost Heights,
to confirm thee in that which shall be best for thee in this
world and the next, and to make thee a banner of steadfastness
amongst the people of creation. Verily, He is the Most High,
the All-Exalted.

Glorified art Thou, O King of existence and Lord of the King-
dom of bounty and loving-kindness! Thou hast created the
world and hast made manifest the sovereignty of Thy Cause
amongst the nations. Whoso hath known Thee, and appre-
hended the Word of Thy command, and tasted the sweetness
of Thy love — he verily hath entered the Crimson Ark which,
by Thy behest, ploweth the ocean of majesty; he hath attained
unto the court of nearness and reunion beneath the shadow of
Thy Most Exalted, Thy Most Glorious Name.

But whoso hath remained afar from the gardens of Thy knowl-
edge, hath not been illumined by the Sun of Thy love, nor been
guided by the light of certitude in the Day of the appearance
of Him Who is the Manifestation of Thy oneness — such a one
hath wandered in the deserts of veils and hath strayed in the
wilderness of idle allusion, and hath debarred his own soul from
those favours which Thou didst ordain for such as draw nigh
unto the shadow of the Lote-Tree of Thy Cause.

O my Lord! I entreat Thee by the blood that hath been shed in
Thy path, by the necks that have been severed by the swords
of tyranny in the highway of Thy love, and by the sighs that
have ascended from the breasts of Thy loved ones under the
dominance of the fire of Thy affection, to aid Thy friends to
make mention of Thee and to praise Thee amongst Thy ser-
vants, to confirm them in the Most Great Steadfastness in the
midst of mankind, and to establish them in mighty constancy
upon Thy straight Path. Then ordain for them, O my Hope,
every good which Thou hast sent down in Thy Book and hast
promised to Thy lovers in Thy Scriptures and Tablets.

Do Thou, O my God, strengthen him who is designated by the
letter Jim preceding the letter Sin, in that which shall be for
his good in this world and the next. Give him, at all times,
to drink of the Salsabil of Thy bounty and the Tasnim of Thy
loving care. Make him a standard of constancy amongst Thy
servants, and protect him, O my Lord and my Desire, by Thy
Most Great Name from the malice of the wicked among the
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nations, that he may, at every moment, be a helper of Thy
Cause with wisdom and utterance. Verily, Thou art the All-
Powerful, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful. There is no God
but Thee, the Most High, the All-Sustaining.

2 O thou beloved one! Whenever I ponder the Manifestations of

the Cause and the might of the sovereignty of grace, and then
behold the veiling of the people, I am confounded, and exclaim:
“Glorified be He, the Ever-Abiding, the Unchanging!”

Say: O ye who raise objections! If ye deny this Cause, by what
cause will ye cling, and unto whom will ye turn? The traces of
this Revelation have encompassed the horizons, and its verses
have filled every region. If ye reject these most mighty signs,
by what thing will ye prove that which ye possess of Scriptures
and Books? And if ye repudiate these luminous testimonies,
how shall that which hath been recorded in former Books —
of the traces of Truth in the days of past Manifestations — be
known or established?

How long will ye sleep upon the couch of heedlessness and
blindness? Lo, the Sun hath risen in the zenith of immortality,
and its light hath illumined earth and heaven. Meditate upon
that which hath shone forth, in this Manifestation, of stead-
fastness and constancy in the days when the rains of trials and
afflictions poured down. Hath He not said — and His word is
the truth — “Then wish for death, if ye be truthful”?

By God! There hath appeared, from the people of faithfulness,
such constancy in the Cause of God, the Lord of all things, as
the scrolls of all that hath been written are powerless to reckon.
There is no land but hath been dyed with their blood, and no
air but hath been rent with the flame of their sighs. Upon them
there hath come that for which every atom lamenteth, yet they
stood firm in such wise as to bewilder all that are in heaven
and on earth. It hath been proven by conclusive argument that
they, verily, are a people of truth, that unto their Lord they
return, and that they have laid fast hold on the Sure Handle.

O beloved one — this is now set forth in the Persian tongue:

In truth, were men to ponder but this one sentence, they would
bear witness that such steadfastness, such constancy, such en-
durance and patience at the very time when trials and tribula-
tions rained down upon them, both in secret and in public, can
never have been save through a divine power. At no time, in
no age, hath such self-sacrifice in the path of the Well-Beloved
been witnessed.

These souls who, ere the appointed hour had struck, regarded
life with utmost tenderness, striving with all their might to
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shield themselves and preserve their ease, comfort and outward
well-being — suddenly, they manifested such constancy that the
joints of the heedless trembled, the limbs of the mighty shook,
and the pillars of nations and governments quaked.

Glorified be God! Until that station of “abundant good, sur-
passing gain and everlasting sovereignty” is, as it were, wit-
nessed with the very eyes, such contentment, such resignation,
such joy and such exultation cannot appear from them amid
those dire perils.

Say: greatness is God’s, and power is God’s, and majesty is
God’s, and might is God’s. He createth what He willeth, in
such wise as He willeth. There is no God but He, the All-
Subduing, the Most High, the Most Great.

By God, besides Whom there is none other God! If a soul
were to deny this Manifestation and these signs, he would be
unable, in any age, to establish the truth of any divine Cause
whatsoever. The verses of God have, like copious rain, been
sent down by night and by day from the Day of Dawn until now.
Tablets beyond number, and epistles and writings without end,
have been revealed and are extant.

Whatever the community of the Qur’an bring forth as proof for
the truth of their Faith, apart from the Qur’an itself, none hath
seen with his own eyes; and to be satisfied with mere hearing
is not permissible. The only clear, present, visible proof is the
Qur’an, and none other.

Let them now weigh and then judge with fairness: if the truth
of a Manifestation of God is established by a single Book, how
can it be that a Revelation whose Books are beyond all count-
ing should not be established?

By thy life, they are heedless, veiled from the Cause of their
Lord, sleeping upon the bed of negligence.

Say: “Bring then your proof — of whatsoever kind it be — that
we may enter the field of meanings and utterance, and beseech
our Lord, the All-Bountiful, for His succour. If ye find a proof
mightier than that which is in your possession, then deal in
fairness and be not of the wrongdoers.”

26 Convey, on behalf of this servant, a wondrous, all-glorious cry

of “God is Most Great” unto the friends of God, and bear to all
of them the glad-tidings of the grace of the All-Merciful. Our
hope is that from the dawning-place of steadfastness ye may
shine with the light of constancy and love; that at all times ye
may be made the recipients of the divine favours, be honoured
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thereby, drink deep from the Tasnim of His bounty, and be
nourished by the gifts of His grace and munificence.

7 The spirit, the glory and the cry of “God is Most Great” rest

upon thee and upon those who are with thee.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

Praise be unto Him Who speaketh, the Manifest, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Verily, We desire to remember and to recite that which We
revealed unto Muhammad, the Apostle of God: “Has not the
time come for those who believe that their hearts should be
humbled at the remembrance of God?” Glory be to God! In
the days and nights divine verses and celestial evidences de-
scend like the outpouring rain from the heaven of will. Never-
theless, all remain heedless save those whom the hand of divine
power hath seized and delivered from the mire of idle fancies.
Today hath appeared that which God’s Pen hath heralded and
mentioned as glad tidings in all the Books of the past and fu-
ture. What hath befallen the people that their ears are barred
from hearing and their eyes deprived of witnessing? The di-
vine Hand of bounty hath, in these luminous days, bestowed
the choice wine of utterance and the fountain of true knowl-
edge. No sincere seeker hath been denied a share of this most
great bounty and supreme favor.

O people of God! This is the Day of joy and delight. In
one of the Tablets these sublime words were revealed from the
Supreme Pen: We say the day is the day of joy and delight. Joy
from what? From the divine wine of the love of God in this
spiritual morn. Blessed is the soul that hath sanctified itself
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with the living waters of the utterance of the Lord of all worlds
and hath arisen with complete steadfastness in the Cause of
the Lord of all names—a steadfastness which neither the might
of the enemy nor the wealth of the wicked can shake or deter
from true constancy.

Say: O people of God! This Day is God’s Day. Cast behind
you that which the people possess—their glory, their wealth,
their power, their arts, their sciences, and their riches—and hold
fast unto that which hath shone forth, gleamed, and diffused
its fragrance from the horizon of the heaven of the Will of
God, the Lord of all worlds. In truth I say: should anyone
arise to promote the Cause solely for the sake of God, his
word shall undoubtedly penetrate all things, his remembrance
shall prevail, and his call shall encompass all. Verily, He is
the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Most Glorious, the All-
Bountiful.

O Ibn-i-Abhar! Upon thee be the Glory of God and His light!
His honor Asad, upon him be My Glory, is present and hath
repeatedly made mention of thee, seeking bounty from the
True Bestower, and hath forwarded thy letters to the Most
Holy Court. Every word thereof hath testified to thy devotion,
steadfastness and service. Thou didst mention the resolution
of certain matters - this hath been accepted and adorned with
the honor of His good-pleasure. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to assist thee to exalt His Word amongst His
heedless servants. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

; In these days, without veil or hindrance, without delay or post-

ponement, the Ship of Utterance moveth upon the sea of inner
meanings. Say: O people of God! Turn ye unto Him. The
Day is the Day of victory - deprive not yourselves. Glory be to
God! Some heedless souls who have turned away are deprived
of hearing the divine call and beholding the pearls and jewels
from the treasuries of the Most Exalted Pen. By what proof
and evidence did they believe in the Herald, while remaining
heedless and veiled from Him Who sent Him and from that
which He revealed? Today all the Messengers cry out from the
most exalted Paradise and the supreme Heaven, saying: “O
peoples of the earth! Purify yourselves from the promptings
of self and desire, and set your faces toward the Most Exalted
Horizon. Today He Who conversed on Sinai is seated upon the
throne of Revelation, and His call is raised from all directions.”

O Ibn-i-Abhar! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One.
Gird up the loins of service and occupy thyself with the men-
tion and praise of the Intended One, that perchance those who
are far may draw nigh, and those who are astray may find
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the path. That which hath appeared hath no parallel or like-
ness from the beginning of creation until now. Blessed is the
ear that hath heard the call of God, the Self-Subsisting, and
blessed the eye that hath beheld His Most Glorious, the Best-
Beloved Countenance.

The Book of God speaketh before all faces, walking and
giving glad tidings unto the servants concerning the horizon
from which hath dawned the Sun of thy Lord’s grace, the
All-Forgiving. Say: O company of the heedless! Leave what ye
possess. By God! The Promised One hath come with manifest
sovereignty. Through Him the ocean of utterance hath surged,
the breeze of divine knowledge hath wafted, and the mysteries
of what was and what will be have been revealed. Behold!
Behold! The river of proof hath flowed from His utterance,
and the hidden treasure of God, the Mighty, hath appeared.
By My life! Neither the doubts of those who have turned away
from His Face, nor the allusions of every heedless and veiled
one shall withhold Him.

Make mention of My loved ones on My behalf and give them
the glad tidings of My grace and mercy which have preceded
existence, both seen and unseen. Say: Is there any doubt
about God, or about that which hath been sent down from
the clouds of His Will, or about His sovereignty which hath
encompassed the hosts and ranks? Say: He desireth naught
save to manifest the Cause of God, the Self-Subsisting, and to
elevate your stations. To this testifieth He with Whom is the
knowledge of all things in His mighty, treasured Book.

Say: O friends of God and His loved ones! Rejoice that your
names have flowed from the Tongue of Grandeur and your men-
tion is preserved in His blessed, mighty and irrevocable Tablet.
Thus hath the sun of utterance shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of proof, as a grace from God, the Revealer of this
unfurled scroll. The glory that shineth forth from the horizon
of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon My loved ones
and friends, and upon all who are firm, steadfast and hold fast
to the cord of God, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

Thou didst mention certain ones who speak without under-
standing. In reply it must be said: Praise be to God that
among the people of truth there hath not been and is not any-
one like that heedless, oppressive and mendacious soul. This
is cause for gratitude, not complaint. His survival from the
beginning until now is evidence of his hypocrisy, deceit and
falsehood. For had he spoken with truthfulness, he would have
ascended like the two luminous lights and the chosen ones be-
fore and after. By the life of God! He spoke from the pulpit of
the land of Sad and in the presence of Ibn Shaykh Baqir that
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which inflamed the hearts of those near and sincere ones. Now
reflect upon the martyrdom, sacrifice, submission and content-
ment of the assured and sanctified souls, and likewise upon the
false and lying souls. Every day thou seest to what intrigues
they cling - before the opposer claiming opposition, before the
acceptor claiming faith. By the life of God! They have sul-
lied the realm of truth and sincerity. Each day through some
scheme he preserveth his troubled existence. Say: O friends!
Today the Sun of Truth hath appeared and is manifest and
speaking from the horizon of the heaven of the prison of Akka.
Neither the oppression of tyrants, nor the assault of Pharaohs,
nor the doubts of those who denied the Day of Judgment have
deterred It. Praise be to God! We have not concealed our-
selves for an instant. Without concealment or dissimulation
have we proclaimed the Cause of God. Whosoever wisheth, let
him believe, and whosoever wisheth, let him deny. Verily God
is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

In these days a new thought hath occurred to those false
[treacherous| souls. They have intended to steal and erase
the Book of God. Say: Woe unto you, O enemies of God
and His Manifestation and His Cause! Fear ye God and be
not among the oppressors. The Persian Bayan is a mighty
book, for it indicateth and proveth the manifestation of Truth,
exalted be His glory. In truth one is astonished. We beseech
God to seize them with His might and prevent them through
His sovereignty. O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance
with His eyes! Words were previously uttered like unto the
deluded faction who conversed with one of the companions.
The assured one held fast to the Bayan. The other party
mentioned that your Bayan is not correct. He said: Then
bring forth that Bayan which you have. He said that too is not
correct. He asked: Where is the correct Bayan? He replied:
On the intended island. Now observe what an offensive odor
emanateth from those words. We beseech God to aid them
to return and be truthful, and to prosper them in turning
towards the gate of His grace. Verily He is the Generous, the
Munificent.

Thou didst request mention of certain ones. God willing, it
shall be sent another time. Be thou confident in thy Lord’s
grace and be of the joyous ones.
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He is the Pre-Existent, without decline, the Eternal, without
change.

Praise be to God, Who hath set the orbs of existence in motion
through His Will, and adorned the pages of the books of the
seen world with the marginal glories of knowledge and wisdom
by His power, and in the darkness of non-being hath caused
the suns of life to dawn by His irrevocable behest.

He it is Who hath subdued the world through the sovereignty
of His majesty, and seized the reins of the nations through the
ascendancy of His might. At the movement of His Command
the cycles revolve; by the light of His knowledge the inner sight
is illumined; by His all-encompassing Will the inmost hearts
are tested and the hidden consciences laid bare — on that Day
whereon the Resurrection stood forth through the manifesta-
tion of His all-conquering, all-subduing Cause. Exalted be His
dominion, exalted His proof!

There is no proof for His Cause save His own Countenance,
and no evidence for His Manifestation save His very Self. All
that hath been set forth of arguments is but in consideration of
the weakness of His servants and the shortcoming of the minds
of those who dwell on earth; otherwise, exalted, immeasurably
exalted is He above being known save through the lights of
majesty shining from the Sun of beauty at the zenith of its
splendour.

Is the rising of the sun in the heavens known save by the vision
of its light and the diffusion of its rays? How then shall the
rising of the Sun of Reality be recognized save by that which
is beheld from its dawning-place of resplendent lights and its
streaming, luminous beams? Verily, he that seeth hath no need
of further proof, and he that is truly knowing turneth his gaze
to naught but the Manifestation itself in this path.

i Glorified art Thou, O my God, O Hope of all worlds, O Desire

of them that know, O Goal of them that love! With what
tongue shall I describe Thee, when I behold Thee exalted above
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the praises of all that praise? And with what speech shall
I remember Thee, when I witness Thee sanctified above the
mention of all that mention Thee?

Can this feeble, powerless one acquit himself of the duty of
Thy praise, O my God, Thou Lord of might and power, by
reason of the adorning of Thy beauty? And is this poor, lowly,
desolate creature able to depict the kingdom of Thy wealth, O
my Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the All-Informed?

By Thy might! I am incapable of any utterance save that which
Thou dost inspire in me, that perchance it may be befitting the
court of Thy peerless oneness and worthy of the threshold of
the gate of Thy singleness.

I beseech Thee to strengthen Thy loved ones in the exaltation
of Thy remembrance and praise amidst Thy creatures, and to
grant them, at all times, to partake of the outpourings of Thy
bounty and tenderness, and to enable them to stand firm in
Thy Cause with such constancy that the limbs of those who
have forgotten Thee — who have remained deprived of the out-
pouring of knowledge in the days of the Manifestation of Thy
revelation — shall be made to tremble, O my Lord, the All-
Glorious, the All-Bestowing.

O my Lord! Thou beholdest the world encompassed by the
darkness of ignorance and waywardness, and veiled by the
smoke of heedlessness and passion. 1 entreat Thee to open
the eyes of the nations that they may behold the Sun of Real-
ity shining forth, and see the stars of knowledge and wisdom
rising.

Thou knowest that man is powerless to attain unto true knowl-
edge save through Thine assistance, O Lord of the realm of be-
ing. How, then, canst Thou leave them to wander in the deserts
of forgetfulness and heedlessness, seeing that Thou didst create
them for Thine own knowledge, O my Lord, the All-Glorious,
the All-Merciful?

Look not, O my God, upon their lack of capacity and re-
ceptivity, but look unto Thy boundless mercy and Thy all-
embracing loving-kindness. Thou didst promise Thy loved ones
that through none but Thee wouldst Thou make the earth to
become a paradise; and Thou, verily, art the True, the Faith-
ful. I implore Thee to draw nigh the fulfilment of that promise,
that the breasts of Thy loved ones may be dilated in Thy days.

I bear witness that Thy promise is true and Thy command
effective; none doubteth thereof save such as are deprived of
knowledge and far removed from faith. Thou knowest what
is with Thy loved ones, whilst they know not what is with
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Thee. Ordain for them that which, in Thy knowledge, is best
for them, and make them banners of steadfastness among Thy
servants and ensigns of guidance in Thy lands. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do what Thou willest; there is no God but Thee,
the One, the Single, the All-Glorious, the All-Bountiful.

O thou who art illumined by the lights of the Sun of this Mani-
festation, and who shinest with the splendours of the Lote-Tree
of Sinai in this blessed, far-famed Day! What thy pen of loy-
alty hath traced hath reached Us, and I have come to know
what thou didst enshrine therein of the subtleties of love and
purity.

I beseech God, the Lord of the Kingdom of grace and bounty,
to ordain for thee the good of the hereafter and of this first life,
to assist thee in whatsoever He loveth and is well-pleased with
— namely, the proclamation of His Cause with the Most Great
Wisdom amongst the people — that thou mayest at all times be
a recipient of the gentle breezes of grace and loving-kindness
wafting from the fountain-head of the bounty of thy Lord, the
All-Glorious, the All-Bestowing.

i Blessed art thou, in that thou art quaffing the goblets of glad-

ness in this dawn-tide whereon the niche of the world hath been
illumined with the lights of the Lamp of the knowledge of thy
Lord, the Cleaver of the dawn; and happy art thou in that thou
pluckest the fruits of knowledge from the Lote-Tree of wisdom
and utterance in this paradise which hath been made manifest
by the behest of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and which God
hath exalted above all other gardens, inasmuch as the Sun of
this Manifestation hath shone forth from its zenith, and He
that discoursed with Moses upon Sinai hath called out, from
its trees, that which guideth the servants unto the garden of
love and unity and leadeth them unto the mine of guidance.

7 O thou beloved of the heart! When I beheld thy letter, I en-

tered the court of majesty and laid it before the Face of thy
Lord. Then did the fragrance of bounty rise up, and the ocean
of grace surge, and there was sent down for thee, from the
Kingdom of the utterance of the Lord of existence, that where-
from thou shalt inhale the perfume of the loving care of thy
Lord, the All-Glorious, the All-Loving.

Blessed art thou for having attained unto this great attainment,
and glad-tidings be unto thee for that which hath streamed
forth for thee from the fountain-head of the bounty of thy
Most Ancient Lord. I beseech God, exalted and glorified be
He, to make thee a standard of guidance in His lands and a
mountain of steadfastness among His servants, and to guard
thee, beneath the shadow of His protection, from the mischief
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of the wicked amongst His creatures. Verily, He is the Possessor
of the reins of bounty, enthroned upon the seat of grace and
justice.

Grieve not over the delay that came to pass in the sending
of the Tablet; for, with the lightning’s flash, the decreed com-
mand went forth from the source of the behest of thy Lord, the
Self-Subsisting — namely, that thou shouldst repair unto the
land of Fa after the despatch of thy letter. For this reason the
answer was withheld until tidings of thine arrival were received.
When that news did come, the heat of love and affection in the
heart was awakened, and the Pen, beneath the shadow of the
Lord of pre-existence, busied itself with thy remembrance.

Blessed is he who spendeth his precious days in the teaching
of the Cause of his Lord, the Lord of creation! By thy life! I
have found no joy in the visible world greater than this, nor
have I beheld any rank in the realm of existence higher than
this station. Happy is he who attaineth thereunto, who ariseth
for the Cause of his Lord, who proclaimeth His remembrance
in His lands; for he hath attained unto all good in this world
and the next, and hath won the loftiest rank among the people
of the world.

It behoveth man to ponder the world and its passing, and to
behold with the eye of reflection its transience and change. Can
he discern aught that endureth, or any affair that is lasting?
Verily, it proclaimeth its own perishing, and testifieth, with
the tongue of its state, unto the evanescence of all things.

Now that transference hath been made manifest and perma-
nence denied, how shall man find rest or his heart be at peace
in the ordering of worldly matters? Nay, by thy Lord, the
All-Glorious, the All-Forgiving! There is no true rest and as-
surance save in the service of the Cause of the All-Merciful,
and the breasts of them that know are not dilated save by the
remembrance of God, the Lord of the realm of being.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Hope! I beseech
Thee by Thy Name whereby Thou didst rend asunder the veils
of idle fancy and bring forth the hidden mystery, to strengthen
such as have arisen to spread abroad Thy traces in Thy lands,
and to protect them, beneath Thy shadow, from the mischief
of the wicked amongst Thy servants.

O my Lord! Loose their tongues with the subtleties of Thy
praise, and strengthen their hearts in the scenes of teaching,
that they may speak, in establishing Thy Cause, words before
which the tongue of every eloquent and articulate one is dumb-
founded; and ordain for their remembrance an effect, and for
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their rising up a fruit. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things
and ready to answer whoso calleth upon Thee.

O thou beloved one! Convey, on My behalf, the wondrous
accents of remembrance and magnification unto those who have
clothed themselves in the robes of steadfastness and have been
adorned with the vesture of wisdom in the land of Fa.

26 I beseech God to send down upon them, at all times, that which

shall rejoice their hearts and gladden their breasts. The glory
that hath shone forth from the horizon of utterance, and the
splendour that hath appeared from the essence of exposition,
rest upon thee and upon them, so long as the Names of God,
the Lord of the realm of being, endure.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting; exalted be His glory,
the Almighty.

Praise be to God, Who hath caused, in the midnight gloom of
idle fancies, the Sun of true knowledge to shine forth, and by
it hath guided those who wandered in the wilderness of vain
allusions, and hath, through its light, directed those who were
bewildered in the deserts of doubts. Exalted and glorified be
His sovereignty! Magnified be His proof! His is the might, the
majesty, the power, the exaltation, the ascendancy and the
dominion.

There is no eloquent one but hath confessed his impotence
to fathom the majesty of His sovereignty; there is no fluent
tongue but hath acknowledged its shortcoming in setting forth
the subtle tokens of His power and proof. He is exalted above
whatsoever the people of reflection may ponder, and hallowed
above all that the people of understanding may ascribe unto
Him.

His bounties are numberless, His loving-kindness cannot be
reckoned, His favour knoweth no end, His grace and tender
mercy are without limit. Hath He not said in His mighty tes-
timony: “If ye would count the favours of God, ye could not
number them”?

If the man of insight were to gaze with the eye of the heart, he
would behold the grace of his Lord, the Lord of being, encom-
passing His servants and encircling His lands. And, verily, the
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greatest of His favours is the dawning of the Word of knowl-
edge upon the people of utterance, and the rising of the Sun
of certitude upon the people of wisdom and exposition. This
is a favour whereof He gave His chosen ones glad-tidings in the
Books and Scriptures, foretold its appearance in ages long gone,
and announced it unto the trusted bearers of His Revelation
in former times and bygone centuries.

i It behoveth the people of faithfulness to give thanks unto the

Lord of creation for this grace with which the King of bounty
and bestowal hath distinguished them, and to arise for the
service of their gracious Lord in such wise that the doubts of
the suspicious and the swords of the oppressors shall not cause
them to slip and fall.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O Lord of bounty, O Sovereign
of existence, O Provider of all created things, in the realm of
the seen and the unseen! With what tongue shall I give Thee
thanks for the wondrous tokens of Thy bounties, and with
what speech shall I extol Thee for the manifold manifestations
of Thy gifts? Whenever I ponder the evidences of Thy grace,
I am bewildered, and exclaim: “Glorified be He Who abideth
and never shall pass away!”

By Thy might, O Lord of mankind and Ruler of destiny!
Whoso hath known Thee and hath beheld the greatness of
Thy grace and loving-kindness shall never be encompassed by
despair, for with Thee is the Kingdom of hope; nor shall he
fear extinction, for Thou art the King of everlasting life, the
Lord of the realm of bounty and munificence.

Blessed is he who hath recognized this station and attained
unto the knowledge of Thy favour in these days, O Lord of
all created things! Glad-tidings be unto him who hath clung
to the hem of Thy generosity and turned his face toward the
quarter of Thy grace and Thy gifts.

Verily, O my God, Thou hast, by Thy power, rent asunder
for Thy loved ones the veils of idle fancy and false conjecture;
Thou hast guided them to the knowledge of Thy hidden Name,
disclosed unto them Thy treasured secret and Thy hoarded
mystery.

I beseech Thee, by Thine all-subduing power and Thy might,
to protect them beneath the shade of Thy guardianship and
Thy care from the malice of the wicked amongst Thy creatures,
to confirm them — O my Hope — in guiding Thy servants unto
the mine of guidance, and in leading Thy creatures unto Thee
with wisdom, O Lord of being and Sovereign of the beginning
and the end.
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Send down, O my God, upon them, at every moment, the show-
ers of Thy bounty, and vouchsafe unto them, each day, fresh
tokens of Thy grace. Make them to dwell, beneath the canopy
of Thy tenderness, upon the couches of might and majesty, re-
clining upon the couches of Thy power and exaltation; for in
Thine hand is the Kingdom of bounty and bestowal, and in
Thy grasp the realm of liberality and munificence. There is no
God but Thee, the Most High, the All-Glorious.

O thou who drinkest the limpid draught of reunion and restest
upon the couch of nearness and communion, thou who hast
arisen to serve the Cause of God, the Lord of the beginning
and the return! That which thy pen of love and ink of unity
hath adorned hath reached Us. When I read it, and came to
know the degrees of love for the Lord of being treasured in
thine heart, I entered the court of majesty and laid what thou
hadst sent before the presence of the Lord of names.

Thereupon the Tongue of Grandeur uttered these words, ad-
dressing thy noble person. Exalted be His bounty, magnified
His proof:

5 He is the True, the Speaking, the Faithful.

O Jamal! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most High. The Greater Branch hath presented and sub-
mitted that which thou didst send. In what thou hast now
heard from the Tongue of Grandeur and what hath flowed from
the Pen of the Most High let there be no doubt in thine heart.
My mercy hath outstripped thee, My loving-kindness hath en-
compassed thee, and My grace is with thee — at all times the
sighs of mercy ascend, and the lights of the true oneness shine
forth from the horizon of the Will of God, exalted be His glory,
manifest, resplendent and revealed.

Ponder thou upon this word; for until this hour the servants
have not recognized the Day of God, nor have they compre-
hended its greatness and station, and they remain deprived of
the true oneness. Say: This is the Day of God, wherein naught
is mentioned save God alone.

From among the people of the Bayan a paltry gnat hath now
appeared, like unto the faction of former times, and desireth
again, by his idle imaginings, to bring the heedless beneath his
sway. Blessed is the soul whose chains of fancies and vain imag-
inings have not kept him back from the Lord of all mankind,
who beholdeth all else as non-existent. He it is who is worthy
of this court, and who, in the sight of God, is of the people of
true unity.

Your names have repeatedly reached Us, and all of you have at-
tained unto the honour of His merciful gaze. Ye have ever been
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remembered and shall ever be so. Convey unto the party of
God the cry of Allah-u-Akbar. Those souls whose names were
recorded in thy letters have each attained that from which the
fragrance of everlasting life is diffused. When once the Word
of God hath been twice sent down for any soul, his abidingness,
in the realms of both dominion and the Kingdom, is assured.
This is a favour from thy Lord bestowed upon thee and upon
them.

Convey Allah-u-Akbar to Habb’u’llah on Our behalf. His letter
hath been considered. Convey also to the bearer of the Leaf
— upon her be My glory — a glorification. They have not been
forgotten.

O Jamal! Reflect thou upon the trials of this Wronged One.
Call thou to mind those days when, from every direction, the
standards of dissension were raised, and princes and divines,
one and all, arose to harm this Wronged One. Alone, and be-
fore their very faces, did We rise up and call them all unto the
truth in such wise that nothing withheld Us, nor did any vio-
lence deter Us. We bore what caused the eyes of the Concourse
on high to weep and the dwellers of Paradise to lament.

2 And since somewhat of the lights of the traces of the Pen of the

Most High are, in some measure, manifest and shining amongst
the servants, the people of the Bayan, above all others, have
arisen to harm this Wronged One.

By the life of God! These differences have prevented the ser-
vants from the Most Great Ocean, the Supreme Horizon, and
the loftiest Height. Glorified be God! They describe but a
drop and are yet beheld as deprived of the Ocean.

Beseech ye God to confirm all and to bestow upon them their
recompense, that haply they may not remain debarred from
the outpourings of the true Bestower.

5 Convey the cry of Allah-u-Akbar from Us unto the loved ones

of God in every land, and hearken ye to the call of the Wronged
One of the world; and strive that the idle fancies of former days
be not renewed, nor the people be again ensnared in the chains
of vain imaginings.

Verily, He speaketh the truth and guideth the way. There is
no God but He, the All-Glorious, the All-Fair.”

7 The glory that hath shone forth from the heaven of the utter-

ance of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, rest upon thee and upon
those that are with thee and hearken unto thee and love thee
for the sake of God, the Lord of this great Day.

O Habib-i-Ruhani! Although, outwardly, some delay hath oc-
curred in the sending of a written reply, yet God, the Inac-
cessible, is witness and knower that the hearts of these pillars
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have at all times been busied with the remembrance of thine
eminence and the other near ones; and the flames of the fire
of love and affection have so encompassed the heart that no
tongue can recount nor any pen describe it. The cause of the
delay hath been naught but the constant succession of preoc-
cupations.

From the Lord — exalted be His glory — we beseech and entreat
that, at all times, He may confirm this loved one in the ser-
vices of the Cause, may protect and preserve him, beneath the
canopy of His custody and care, from worldly afflictions, and,
at every moment, may adorn both thine outward and thine
inward being with the robe of His tender grace and loving-
kindness.

A few days ago, Jinab-i-Afnan-i-Chin — upon him be the Most
Great Glory — attained unto the Presence. From the Tongue
of the Interpreter the mention of thine eminence flowed forth,
and infinite favours, from the fountain-head of the Most
Great Loving-kindness, were vouchsafed this cherished friend.
Blessed art thou and again blessed art thou, thou who dwellest
beneath the shadow of bounty and restest upon the couch of
munificence through the loving care of thy Lord, the Lord of
existence and King of the unseen and the seen.

Whenever Jinab-i-Amin — upon him be glory — hath written a
letter, he hath presented thine eminence, and thy mention hath
been laid before the Presence. In very truth, at most times and
by most means, the remembrance of this beloved one hath been
submitted in the Holy Court, and countless favours have been
made manifest.

O thou dear one! Convey, on behalf of this Servant, wondrous
glorifications unto the loved ones of thy Lord in every land,
and remind them of the days of Him Who holdeth the reins of
might. Say:

By God, this day is your day. It behoveth you that, after
having heard the call from the direction of majesty and having
attained the knowledge of the Lord of names, ye should arise for
the service of the Cause amidst the people of creation, should
proclaim unto the people of the earth, with wisdom and utter-
ance, and should guide them unto the realm of knowledge and
true understanding. This beseemeth him who holdeth fast unto
the Sure Handle and clutcheth the hem of the robe of majesty
and glory in this springtime of disclosure and encounter. Leave
the world unto its people, and spend not your precious days
in pursuit of that which perisheth, save to such extent as is
needful and prescribed. Exert, rather, your utmost endeavour
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in vindicating the truth and effacing false imaginings through
the power of your Lord, the All-Glorious, the Self-Subsisting.
The dwellers in the household of inviolable sanctity make men- \: By ca el Ol Caas Cy !

tion, one and all, of thine eminence and thy family, each by
name, with exalted and wondrous praises. The outpourings of
the household of grace have, in every wise, been the cause of
thy remembrance. We beseech God that He may grant unto
her her recompense in both worlds — though, indeed, of His
favour, He hath already given her before her asking, in that
He enabled her to attain to His knowledge and honoured her
with the meeting of His Presence. Blessed is she, and blessed
are the men and women that have attained!

Convey, likewise, on Our behalf, unto Jinab-i-Habb’u’llah, ten-
der and wondrous remembrances, and magnify him with a
mighty, exalted glorification. It is some time since any sure
news hath been received concerning thine eminence and thy
turning toward those lands. It behoveth thee, therefore, at fre-
quent intervals, to set down in detail your circumstances, with
mention of those persons to whom special favours should be
directed, and to send them hither.

God willing, an answer to the matters thou hast set forth shall,
ere long, be despatched.

The spirit, the glorification, and the glory rest upon thee, upon
thy household, and upon the loved ones of thy Lord.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of wisdom and ut-
terance.

Praise be to God, Who hath alone been singled out by majesty,
and hath been made one by might, power and beauty; Who,
by the very essence of His Being, is sanctified above likeness
and comparison. He hath fulfilled the promises, shattered the
limitations, and brought forth proofs and testimonies in con-
firmation of His manifest Cause. Exalted is His sovereignty,
exalted His proof, exalted His greatness, exalted His power!
By His Most Exalted Word He quickeneth whomsoever He wil-
leth, and guideth whom He desireth unto the ultimate goal and
unto the Sure Handle. None can stay His command, none can
hinder His decree, none can alter His Word; there is none like
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unto Him in power and might; all are held captive in His grasp.
He is the Most High, the Omnipotent.

Thou, verily, O Lord of Names and Fashioner of earth and
heaven, hast exalted Thine Essence above likeness and oppo-
sites, and hast hallowed Thy Self from peers and rivals. Oth-
erwise, what relation hath man to the hallowing of Thy Self,
O King of being? What fitness hath the feeble and helpless
one to describe the sovereignty of Thy power, O Lord of the
Kingdom of judgement and exposition? We know naught save
that which Thou teachest us through Thy wisdom, and we are
able to do naught save that unto which Thou dost enable us
by Thy might. Thou hast bidden us to praise and glorify Thee;
we do praise Thee and sanctify Thee according to the measure
of our understanding and the compass of our thoughts. Other-
wise, who is there that can describe even the least of the works
fashioned by the hand of Thy power? How, then, shall we set
forth aught of Thy transcendent Essence, Thy attributes and
Thy most beauteous Names?

I beseech Thee, O Lord of all existence and Sovereign of the un-
seen and the seen, to accept from us that which these tongues
utter in Thy remembrance and Thy praise, and to aid us, O
God of mankind and Lord of destiny, that we may guide Thy
servants unto the shore of Thy knowledge, and lead Thy crea-
tures into the garden of Thy nearness and Thy presence. Make
us the instruments wherewith Thy traces may be spread in Thy
lands, and Thy banners of knowledge uplifted in Thy countries.

Thou art He Who hast described Thyself as the Possessor of
power, might and majesty, and Thy Self as endowed with glory,
greatness and everlastingness. Look not, O my Hope, upon our
weakness and our poverty, but upon Thy power, Thy might
and Thy wealth. Enable us, in all conditions, to do that which
Thou hast enjoined upon us in Thy Books, Thy Scriptures and
Thy Tablets. Thou art the All-Powerful, Whom no onslaught
of the world can frustrate, nor the combined strength of nations
hinder from fulfilling His Will. Thou grantest and withholdest,
Thou abasest and exaltest. There is no God but Thee, the
Bestower, the All-Bountiful, the Giver, the Most High, the
Most Great.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of love, and who hast
turned thy face toward the shore of the mercy of thy Lord, the
Lord of being! That which thou didst adorn with the trace
of thine ink hath reached Us, and it hath given utterance to
that which lay hidden in thine heart of the degrees of love and
unity. Blessed is thy tongue, for it hath busied itself with the
remembrance of thy Lord; and blessed thy pen, for it hath
moved in the praise of Him Who created thee and fashioned
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thee; for thy letter was adorned, from its very beginning, with
the remembrance and glorification of the Lord of all things and
the Sovereign of earth and heaven.

We entreat God, exalted and glorified be He, to confirm thee
and His loved ones in His remembrance and praise within the
realm of His creation, to make of you beacons of guidance
among His servants and ensigns of victory in His lands, and to
guide, through you, such as have strayed in the deserts of vain
allusion and have been heedless of the knowledge of the Lord
of names and attributes.

Behold the people and their heedlessness, their veiling and ine-
briation! They distinguish not between the dross and the pure,
nor do they discern the left from the right. Day by day they
increase in naught but heedlessness and dissension, and man-
ifest naught but wretchedness and hypocrisy. The Supreme
Pen summoneth them, at every moment, unto the supreme
Paradise, and calleth them to cling unto the Sure Handle; yet
they wander, drunken in their stupor, and know it not.

Say: O people! Unto whom do ye turn? In which valley do
ye roam? If it be signs that ye seek, lo, the suns thereof have
risen; their orbs have appeared; their traces have encompassed
all regions; their lights have illumined all horizons.

Consider with the eye of fairness and abandon oppression!
Hath there appeared, in any cycle amongst the cycles of the
past, that which hath been made manifest in this Revelation
of heavenly splendour? Nay, by the Lord of His servants and
the Subduer of the countries!

Verses have been sent down in such wise that the pens of the
world are powerless to record them, and the books of the na-
tions are too small to contain them. Reflect upon this Cause
and upon its greatness. Can ye find for yourselves any place
of escape or refuge? Behold ye any salvation or haven? Nay,
by the Lord of existence and King of the unseen and the seen!
There is no escape save unto God; there is no refuge save in
His direction. All are captives in the grasp of His power, all
are needy at the threshold of His bounty.

O people! Ponder, with the eye of insight, upon this Dispen-
sation and upon the cycles of the past. Weigh every matter in
the balance of reason, and cast behind you the fancies born of
heedlessness, error and ignorance. Have ye been bidden, in this
Manifestation, aught save that which delivereth you from the
depths of ignorance and vain glory? Have ye been summoned
unto aught save the dawning-place of light?
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Verily, the perspicuous Book calleth you, at all times, and
enjoineth upon you that which shall exalt you unto the station
of nearness and reunion, and shall raise you to the loftiest
summit of holiness and abiding life. Turn ye unto that which
shall profit you in the world to come and in this first life, and
leave behind you whatsoever debarreth you from attaining unto
the garden of the knowledge of your Lord, the Most High, the
All-Glorious.

All that wherein ye glory of the trappings of this fleeting life
shall pass away; what shall endure is that which the Lord of
creation desireth for you. Busy not yourselves with that which
perisheth; deprive not your souls of that which abideth as long
as the most excellent Names of God shall endure. Ponder upon
the bygone ages and vanished centuries. Hath the honour of
the honoured endured? Hath the abasement of the abased
remained? Do ye behold for any soul an abiding trace or lasting
name, save beneath the shadow of the Name of your Lord, the
Most High, the Most Great? Nay, by Him Who quickeneth the
bones though they be crumbled dust!

Where are now the Pharaohs with their arrogance, the Caesars
with their palaces, the Nimrods with their rule, the Chosroes
with their diadems? Where are the tyrants with their oppres-
sion and the giants with their pride? They have all descended
from palaces to graves. Take ye warning, O people of heedless-
ness and vain glory!

As for thee, O thou who hast set thy face toward God and cut
thyself from all save Him: if thou beholdest a near one, make
known unto him the Cause of his Lord; and if thou findest a
soul prepared, cast upon him that which shall guide him unto
Him unto Whom thou shalt return and before Whom thou
shalt abide. Otherwise, turn aside from the ignorant, and put
thy trust in God, the Lord of all worlds, the Lord of the heavens
and of the earth.

When I beheld thy letter and read thy words, I entered the
court of majesty and made mention of thee in the presence
of thy Lord. Then was the fragrance of grace stirred, and
the tongue of the bounty of the Lord of the unseen and the
seen gave utterance to that which causeth the world of being
to tremble. He — exalted be His sovereignty, magnified His
utterance — saith:

O Aba’l-Fadl! Upon thee be My glory, My loving-kindness and
My mercy.

The Greater Branch hath attained the divine Presence, and be-
fore the Countenance thy remembrance was made. We made
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mention of thee in such wise as became a light unto the righ-
teous, a Kawthar of everlasting life unto the well-favoured,
a fire unto the wicked, and a glory unto the people of Ba-
had€”those whom the serried ranks of the impious withheld
not from turning unto the Most Exalted Horizon, and from
attaining that which had been enshrined in the hearts of the
Prophets and recorded in the Books of God, the Lord of all
worlds. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast clung to My
cord, hast laid fast hold on the hem of My bounty, and hast
quaffed the choice wine of My loving-kindness from the hand
of My grace unto thee, and My mercy which hath surpassed
all who are in the heavens and on the earth.

Be thou, at all times, eloquent in My remembrance, with wis-
dom and utterance; steadfast in service to My Cause; and with
thine eyes fixed upon My horizon. Thus doth the Almighty
Ordainer command thee in this august and mighty station.
Blessed, then, and blissful art thou, O thou who hast turned
thy face toward the Quarter of everlasting being in this Revela-
tion of that grace which hath shone forth from the Dayspring
of the bounty of thy Lord, the Lord of Names. It behoveth
thee to render Him thanks under all conditions, and to mag-
nify Him at morn and eventide. We beseech God, exalted be
He, to strengthen thee in that which shall endure as long as
His most excellent names endure, and to aid thee to guide His
heedless servants unto the Most Exalted Paradise, and to or-
dain for thee every good in this world and in the world to come.
Verily, He is potent to do whatsoever He willeth.

From this servant, magnify thou the steadfast loved ones of
God, and remember them with such a remembrance as shall
draw the hearts of them that know.

And say: O ye servants of the All-Merciful!l This is your day.
Proclaim ye the Cause of God with wisdom and utterance.
Regard not the deeds of heedlessness and oblivion. Arise to
serve the Cause, putting your trust in your Lord, the Almighty,
the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily, He shall confirm you at all
times.

Be not troubled by the oppression of the tyrants, nor by the
injustice of those who have failed to attain the knowledge of
the Lord of creation. Soon shall there come a day whereon
they shall wail and weep, and shall find for themselves neither
friend nor helper.

As for thee, O thou who hast attained certitude in the Most
Great Name, place thy trust in thy Lord, the Lord of all worlds.

5 Mercy and Baha be upon thee at every moment.
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Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, and the Creator of
the heavens and the earth.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of majesty and glory.

Praise be to God, the First, without a first before Him, to
Whom priority hath never been ascribed; and the Last, with-
out a last after Him, of Whom finality can never be predicated.
Exalted is His very Essence above conjunction with accidents
and causes, and hallowed His primal Simplicity from the limi-
tations imposed by the bounds of human doctrines and imag-
inings.

The inmost reality of Him can in no wise be known by the
essences of minds and perceptions, nor can His true Being be
encompassed by the bare forms of thoughts and fancies. He is
He Who is seated upon the throne of absolute oneness, Who
shineth resplendent with the lights of abstraction, and from
Whose horizon the signs of divine unity have dawned.

Every being that can be described is subject to limitation, and
every object of knowledge is within the grasp of comprehension.
They that praise Him describe Him only with such words as
would be praise for a created thing within its own world and
station; and they that know Him apprehend Him but according
to that which they discern of their own attributes, in their own
rank and degree. Yet He — exalted be He — is sanctified above
whatsoever the people of thought may conceive, and hallowed
above all that the possessors of vision may ascribe unto Him;
for they but depict what they have imagined in the realms of
illusion, and argue from the attributes of the feeble creature to
the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing.

Where is the path, once the impotence of man hath been es-
tablished by clear proof? Exalted art Thou! Thou hast, of
Thine infinite grace, vouchsafed to accept from Thy creatures
their remembrance of Thee; otherwise, all remembrance falleth
short of the ocean of Thy glory. That Thou acceptest aught
from them is but a favour from Thy Presence; for Thou art the
Compassionate, the All-Bountiful. There is no God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Merciful.

i O my God, my God! Unto Thee be praise, inasmuch as Thou

hast deigned to accept from Thy servants their mention of
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Thee in Thy path, and their thanksgiving in the courts of
Thy bounty and the scenes of Thy grace. Thou art He Whose
favours none can describe, Whose bounty and generosity none
can reckon, Whose tenderness no end can circumscribe, and
Whose munificence and loving-kindness knoweth no limit.

Since one single attribute of Thine is exalted above beginning
and ending, lifted high above all mode and measure, and for-
bidden to the understanding of Thy creatures — how then shall
Thy very Essence be, in the Kingdom of might and the Realm
of glory and authority?

Strange and passing wondrous is the case of man! With all his
weakness and lowliness he desireth to know the sovereignty of
Thy power; with all his poverty and abasement he seeketh to at-
tain unto the comprehension of the King of Thy majesty; with
all his shortcoming and humiliation he would ascend unto the
loftiest degrees of the knowledge of Thy self-subsisting Essence;
and with all his nearness to the dust and his nothingness he
longeth to soar unto the heights of Thy most exalted oneness.

This, verily, is but a token of the marvels of Thy handiwork
and the greatness of Thy creation; for Thou hast, by Thy con-
summate wisdom, deposited in the lowest of beings the highest
measures of aspiration, O King of the unseen and the seen, and
hast lodged, in the weakest of receptacles, the most exalted of
capacities, by Thy power, O Lord of all that is. Yet no man
hath been content, in knowing Thy might, with this supreme
and most manifest sign — that he should be honoured with the
robe of attaining unto the recognition of the wondrous work-
manship of Thy hands in the realities of all things.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! How great is Thy power,
how lofty Thy station and awe! By Thy all-embracing wisdom
Thou hast laid, within the tiny atom, the lights of radiant suns;
within the small body Thou hast folded up the mighty world;
and within the blackness of ink Thou hast hidden worlds of
subtle and concealed meanings.

O Lord of creation, O Sovereign of the beginning and the re-
turn! I beseech Thee, O God, by Thy Greatest Name and Thy
most perfect Mystery, to strengthen Thy loved ones in Thy
remembrance and Thy praise, to adorn their frames with the
vesture of constancy in Thy Cause and steadfastness in the
path of Thy good-pleasure. Shield them, then, O my Lord and
my Hope, from such as have unfurled the standards of tyranny
in Thy lands and raised the banners of aggression in the realms
of Thy creation. And grant, O Desire of my soul, unto Thy
servant who is called Ashraf — upon him be Thy glory — every
good Thou hast ordained in Thy Book for Thy chosen ones.
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O my Lord! He hath attained unto Thy knowledge, been robed
in the vesture of Thy love, hastened unto the city of certitude,
and consumed his days in the teaching of Thy Cause, O Lord of
all mankind. Do Thou assist him with the sovereignty of Thy
power, and guard him beneath the shadow of Thy protection
and care. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Lord of bounteous
grace. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Merciful. O
thou who art enkindled with the fire of love, and turned toward
the shore of the Lord of being! That which thy pen of devotion
hath adorned with the trace of thine ink hath come before Us,
and We have discerned therein the degrees of thy purity in the
Cause of God, the Sovereign of the beginning and the end.

Blessed art thou, and again blessed art thou, in that thou hast
attained these days wherein the hidden secret, the treasured
unseen, and the concealed and guarded mystery have all been
made manifest. Grandeur be to God, the Lord of whatsoever
hath been and shall be!

When I beheld thy letter and pondered thy words, I entered
the court of nearness, holiness and majesty, and I laid thy name
and the names of those whom thou didst mention in thy letter
before the Presence. Then was the fragrance of bounty stirred,
and the ocean of generosity surged, and there was sent down
for thee and for them that whereby the sweet savours of the
gracious favours of thy Lord, the Lord of the unseen and the
seen, are diffused. Happy the one who drinketh from this soft-
flowing Salsabil, and blessed he who holdeth fast, in this path,
unto the Sure Handle.

And when thou beholdest that which hath shone forth from the
dawning-place of the utterance of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
and art honoured with that which hath been revealed for thee
from the Realm of knowledge and exposition, then say:

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all heads and necks, and
Sovereign of the beginning and the return, for that Thou hast
sent down for me that whereby the eyes of the sincere are
cheered and the hearts of the near ones made glad. I entreat
Thee to aid me and Thy loved ones in whatsoever draweth us
nigh unto Thee in every one of Thy worlds, and to cause us,
at all times, to partake of the Salsabil of Thy good-pleasure.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Generous; there is no
God but Thee, the Tender, the Compassionate.

O beloved of the heart! Say: O people of the lands! How long
will ye slumber on, and until what hour will ye speak not? The
Sun hath risen at the zenith of noon, and yet the radiance of
the Divine Majesty hath withheld the people — those who have
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clung to their sciences and veiled themselves thereby from the
knowledge of the Lord of all knowledge.

Say: If knowledge consisteth in that which is with you, then
hath He — may my soul be offered up for His sake — said:
“Knowledge is a single point which the foolish have multiplied.”
By God! Most of what is with them is but a fabric woven of
idle fancies and vain imaginings.

True knowledge is that which profiteth man upon earth, which
maketh him to know his Lord, the All-Merciful, and adorneth
him with the vesture of praiseworthy character and pleasing
deeds. Whatsoever is beside this is the greatest of veils, shut-
ting man out from the springs of the knowledge of the Lord of
destiny.

It behoveth the people to ponder this Day, and that which
hath appeared therein of the signs of their Lord, the Almighty,
the Self-Subsisting. Say: If ye deny these manifest signs and
these radiant, resplendent traces, by what proof then do ye
hold fast unto that which is in your hands? Bring forth a clear
and evident token!

And know, by thy life, O thou who hast turned unto God, that
they wander distracted in their error and know not what they
say or do. Leave thou those who have disbelieved to sport in
their idle talk; a day shall come wherein they shall awake, yet
find none to succour them.

2 Alas, alas! that they have not recognized what would avail

them, nor understood what would harm them. They have
abandoned that which is best for them in the world to come and
in this first life, and have wrapped themselves in the veils of self
and passion, debarred from beholding the suns of knowledge,
after that their loftiest signs and most excellent tokens have
been made manifest amongst mankind.

Grieve thou not at that which thou beholdest of the servants,
drunken with the wine of heedlessness and blindness. Rather,
beseech thy Lord, the Most High, that He may deliver those
who are prepared from the depths of remoteness, and cause
them to attain unto the proofs of nearness — the scenes where
the lights of glory and holiness shine forth. Verily, He is the
Compassionate, the Generous, the Lord of bounteous grace
and all-embracing mercy.

Convey, on behalf of this Servant, the cry of magnification unto
those who have been adorned with the raiment of steadfastness
in the Cause of their Lord, the All-Merciful; and give them
glad-tidings of the loving care of their Lord, the All-Bountiful.
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Glory and praise rest upon thee and upon those who are with
thee among the loved ones of thy Lord.
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To: Muhammad Husayn et al.

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

Praise be to God Who is unique in His majesty, singular in
His beauty, sanctified above all utterance, and Who is the Self-
Subsisting, the Most High, in the beginning and the end and in
all conditions. He has ever been sanctified above the mention
of all created things and exalted above the loftiest descriptions
of all contingent beings.

Through one of His names the ocean of knowledge surged in the
world and the Most Great Name spoke amongst the nations.
Through His exalted Word the Supreme Horizon appeared and
the Sadratu’l-Muntaha spoke between earth and heaven. Ex-
alted be His dominion through which the standards of guidance
were raised amidst creation and the banners of power upon the
lofty mountains.

By His sweetest call all things were attracted, and through
His manifestation the Speaker of the Mount spoke from the
highest station of Sinai. Exalted, exalted be the appearance
of this Light and the revelation of His Cause in this darkness.
He is the One through Whom appeared the decisive Word in
the final return. There is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

And the prayer that shines from the horizon of the heaven of
His Cause and the peace that appears from the mouth of His
will be upon His Prophets and His chosen ones who sacrificed
themselves in His path to manifest His Cause and exalt His
Word. They are the ones through whom the mysteries of the
Book were revealed and that which was recorded in the scrip-
tures and tablets.

Through them the decree of unity was set forth and the light of
oneness shone forth, and the Dove of the Cause warbled upon
the branches that there is none other God but He, the Mighty,
the Gracious.
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O Husayn, upon thee be the Glory of God! The letter which
Khalil, upon him be My loving-kindness, sent to thee was pre-
sented before the face of the Wronged One time and again.
Praise be to God, the sweet fragrances of the love of God waft
from it.

This is from a grace to which the people of hearing, sight and
heart bear witness, and beyond them whoever hath spoken and
speaketh in every condition that there is none other God but
He, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We make mention of him
as a favor from Us and give him the glad-tidings of the loving-
kindness of his Lord, the Generous. We have heard his call and
remembered him through this perspicuous Tablet. Blessed be
he and those who have arisen to serve the Cause and have said:

“The Promise hath come and the Promised One calleth from
the supreme horizon, saying: ‘By God! He Who is the Lord of
Names and Creator of the heavens hath come, through Whom
the hidden was revealed, the treasured was manifested, and
the Way hath spoken. The All-Glorious hath come and this is
His straight path. Indeed, the Guide calleth out and saith:”’

O Khalil, rejoice in thy Lord’s loving-kindness. He hath remem-
bered thee on a night wherein sorrows encompassed Him from
those who denied God’s proof and His evidence, who broke His
Covenant, who rejected His Cause, and who disputed His signs
whereby every mouldering bone was quickened.

We make mention of those whom thou didst mention in thy
letter and give them the glad-tidings of God’s grace and mercy,
and We counsel them with that through which the lights of
justice may appear in the world. Verily thy Lord, the All-
Merciful, is the Counselor, the Compassionate, the Generous.

O My loved ones in that land! Beware lest the conditions of
oppression frighten you. Hold fast unto the cord of wisdom,
placing your trust in God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the
All-Commanding. Those who desired to extinguish the light
of God are among the most lost in the Book of God, the Lord
of all worlds.

Say: O heedless ones! Where are your fathers and your an-
cestors? Where are earth’s tyrants and its pharaohs? Where
are the caesars of the kingdom with their ornaments and their
palaces? Take heed and be not of the heedless. Where are
those who turned away from God and His signs, who denied
God’s favor after its revelation, and who committed in their
fleeting days that which caused the dwellers of the pavilions of
the Kingdom to lament? God seized them with a mighty grip
from His presence. Verily, He is the Seizer, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Rejoice, O My loved ones, in My remembrance of you! By the
life of God, it cannot be equaled by all the treasures and riches
of the earth — to this beareth witness He with Whom is the
Clear Book. Take ye the chalice of salvation in the name of
your Lord, the Subduer of the winds, then drink therefrom in
defiance of those who denied Him Who came unto them with
verses that cannot be equaled by the books of old — to this
doth testify the Tongue of Grandeur in this exalted station.

5 Today the proof itself calleth aloud, and all evidence summon-

eth mankind to a Cause the like of which, from the beginning
of creation until now, hath never appeared. Such is the heed-
lessness of the people that they have turned away from Him
Who hath brought verses that equal all divine books past and
future, and have occupied themselves with souls who are not
worthy of mention.

Reflect now upon that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in
the Qur’an, where He clearly saith: “And there shall be a blast
on the trumpet, and all who are in the heavens and all who
are in the earth shall swoon away, save those whom God shall
please to exempt. Then shall there be another blast on it, and
lo! they shall rise and gaze around them. And the earth shall
shine with the light of her Lord, and the Book shall be set,
and the Prophets shall be brought up, and the witnesses; and
judgment shall be given between them with truth, and they
shall not be wronged.”

7 Today all are seen to have swooned away save a few letters

of the countenance of God, the Most High, the Most Great.
The steadfast souls who remain firm today are as pearls in the
ocean of existence — their station cannot be completed by pen
and ink. God shall soon make manifest that which was hidden
in His assured knowledge.

Reflect upon these two verses of the Qur’an — the oceans of
knowledge and recognition concealed in the first and second
trumpet blasts, and likewise upon the second verse which is
a mighty sign. Though today it is fully manifest and evident,
the heedless people remain unaware of it.

Ask ye God to cleanse the eyes of men from the dust of desire,
that they might perceive that for which they were created. The
verses are manifest and the evidence clear — that which was
never before seen or comprehended hath in this Most Great
Revelation been witnessed and heard without veil or conceal-
ment, explicitly and without interpretation. The divine trum-
pet soundeth amidst humanity, yet none is aware to hear it,
all being intoxicated with the wine of desire. Soon shall the
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world and all that is therein which they now behold return to
nothingness, and they shall find themselves in manifest loss.

O friends! Know ye the value of these days. In all ages and
centuries the pharaohs of the earth and tyrants of every land
have objected to the truth and have striven with utmost effort
and endeavor to extinguish the fire of the divine Tree and to
quench the light of divine oneness. But God drove them away
through His power and manifested what He desired through
His all-compelling sovereignty over His servants.

The foremost tyrants are the ignorant ones of the earth who
are known for their learning. These are the ones who cut off
the ways of God and His path. The guilt of all the people of
the world can be traced to these souls, for they are the cause
of prevention and the reason for denial. May God protect us
and you from the evil of these people.

We counsel all to fear God and to be righteous, to be patient
and steadfast, and to preserve the verses and words of God lest
they be touched by the idolaters. Praise be to God, the Lord
of what was and what shall be.

The glory shining from the horizon of eternity be upon thee and
upon My loved ones there who have attained unto the verses
of the Lord of the Kingdom and the Realm, the Possessor of
Glory and Might.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Husayn! Send thou this Most Great,
Most Holy, Most Mighty, Most Exalted Tablet to His Honor
Khalil, that his eyes might be solaced thereby, and the
eyes of those who have not differed regarding this momen-
tous Announcement. Praise be to God, the Forgiving, the
Generous.
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To: Muhammad Taqi et al.

The Tablet of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting
He is God, exalted be His station, the Benevolent, the Bestower

Praise be to God Who hath opened the gates of knowledge
and learning to the faces of His servants and revealed that
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which was hidden in the treasuries of His knowledge. He is
verily the All-Bountiful, Whose bounty hath encompassed all
created things, and the Munificent, Whose generosity hath en-
compassed all contingent beings. Exalted be His dominion and
exalted be His grace. There is none other God but Him.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Taqi! Hearken unto the call of thy Lord,
the Most Glorious, from the prison of ‘Akka. He verily ador-
neth thee with the ornament of utterance and guideth thee
to the path of God, the Lord of all lords. Thy letter hath
attained unto My presence. We have answered thee with this
Tablet through which that which was hidden from all eyes hath
been revealed. This is a day wherein the gate of munificence
hath been opened unto all who are in the world, and the gate
of bounty unto all who are in existence. Blessed is he who
hath found the fragrance of this Day which God hath made
the lord of days. Rejoice in that the Lord of the worlds hath
remembered thee in His Most Great Prison and hath revealed
for thee that which caused the Trumpet to be sounded and the
mountains to pass away.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Hadi! My Most Exalted Pen hath desired
to mention thee and to reveal for thee that whereby the atoms
cried out: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the
Day of Return!” Say: O people! The Day hath come and the
Call hath been raised from the Most Exalted Horizon. Fear
ye the Lord of all beings, Who hath come from the horizon
of might with power and sovereignty. Blessed is the soul that
hath attained unto My call and the servant that hath turned
unto the Dayspring of lights. O concourse of loved ones! There
hath been ordained for you from the Pen of Destiny that which
hath attracted the hearts of the righteous. Beware lest the
happenings of the world and the clamor of nations sadden you.
Cast away what the people possess and take what ye have been
given by God, the Lord of all beings. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to protect you and aid you in that which
will draw you nigh unto Him. He is verily the Almighty, the
Glorious, the All-Bountiful. Your mention hath attained Our
presence and We have revealed for you again and again that
whereby the trees have called out and uttered what the Tree
of Sinai uttered unto the son of ‘Imran. The Glory of God
be upon you from God, the Goal of all who are in earth and
heaven.

O Mihdi! Hearken unto My everlasting remembrance. It ver-
ily draweth thee nigh unto God and guideth thee unto the
right path. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having
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remembered me in Thy Most Great Prison and for having re-
vealed unto me that which will not change with the passing of
centuries and ages.

O Asadu’llah! The Lord of Names hath mentioned thee with
verses which, when revealed, caused the earth to be cleft asun-
der and the heavens to be rent. Rejoice that the Lord of the
world hath turned toward thee from the direction of His Most
Great Prison and hath revealed for thee that whereby the Call
hath been raised from every direction.

O Mirza Ghafur! Give thanks unto thy Lord for having turned
unto thee and mentioned thee with verses whereby the lands
have been illumined. Say: O people! Fear ye God and follow
not those who have denied His proof and His testimony, and
pursue not every heedless doubter.

O Mirza-Qabli-Nazir! The Glorious One hath turned unto thee
and given thee to drink, from the hand of His bounty, the
Kawthar of His utterance. Take thou in His Name, then drink
at His command, the Protector of all regions. Say: Praise be
unto Thee, O Lord of the world, for having mentioned me with
verses which, when revealed, caused all things to proclaim: “By
God! The gate of heaven hath been opened and the Lord of
Names hath come in the shadows of the clouds.”

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath
been named Mihdi, who hath turned towards the horizon of
Revelation and believed in God, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
We beseech for thee steadfastness, and for those who have be-
lieved in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. How many a
servant hath believed and claimed for himself the most great
steadfastness, then his foot hath slipped because of the doubts
of those who have denied the Witness and the Witnessed. Take
hold of the Book with a power that the ranks and hosts cannot
prevent.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Ja’far! Hearken unto My call from the
precincts of My prison. Verily it guideth thee unto God, the
Lord of existence. Blessed is the servant whom vain desires
have not kept back from the Lord of all men, and whom the
intimations of every heedless one that is veiled have not caused
to slip. Take what thou art bidden and set aside what the peo-
ple possess, as a command from God, the Mighty, the Loving.
O people! Observe God’s ordinances amongst you and that
which ye have been counselled in His praiseworthy station.

O Mirza-Qabli-Ghulamali! The Wronged One hath turned to-
ward thee from the prison precincts and hath made mention
of thee in such wise as to cause thy name to endure through-
out the kingdom of earth and heaven. Beware, beware lest the
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doubts of the people of the Bayan prevent thee from drawing
nigh unto God, the Lord of existence. Beware, beware lest that
which hath been revealed in the Bayan veil thee. Thus hath
the matter been decreed from the presence of the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen. Take hold of the hem of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of destiny, and say: I beseech Thee,
O Lord of mankind, to ordain for me that which shall make
me steadfast in Thy Cause and vocal in Thy praise amongst
Thy servants. Verily, Thou art the Commander, the Mighty,
the Beloved.

O Haji Majid! Thy name was presented before Us. We have
made mention of thee and have sent down for thee that which
draweth hearts unto themselves. Beware lest anything prevent
thee, or any power weaken thee, or any might frighten thee. Set
aside what the people possess and take what thou art bidden
by God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Verily, We
have manifested that which was hidden and have sent down
that which was treasured in God’s knowledge at this flourishing
station.

O Mihdi! The Commander hath come, yet the people know
not, and the Bestower hath come riding upon the clouds, yet
most men perceive not. Arise with utmost steadfastness in this
Cause, at whose appearance the herald proclaimed: “By God,
the Preserved Tablet hath appeared!” Give thanks unto God
for this most great favor and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O
Thou Who hast guided me unto Thy extended path.”

O Muhammad-Qabli-Taqgi! The Promise hath come to pass,
and He Who was promised maketh mention of thee in such
wise as hath caused the fragrance of God’s utterance to be dif-
fused throughout all possibilities. Blessed is he who hath found
and recognized, and woe unto every heedless one that is veiled.
When thou hast quaffed the choice wine of revelation from the
cup of bounty, say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of all men,
for having sent down unto me Thy verses and manifested unto
me Thy clear tokens. I beseech Thee by Thy binding command
and Thy sealed secret to aid me to be steadfast in Thy Cause.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Protector of the seen and
the unseen.”

O Muhammad-Qabli-Hadi! How many a servant hath turned
unto God and then turned away because he heard the utter-
ances of every rejected enemy. We have desired naught and
have called the servants purely for the sake of God, the Lord
of the hosts. Say: “My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the
light of Thy Cause and the fire of Thy Tree, and by the mys-
teries hidden in Thy knowledge, to ordain for me that which
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shall profit me through Thy name amongst Thy servants. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Almighty, Whom neither the clamor of Thy
servants nor the veils of those who have disbelieved in God, the
Lord of the mighty throne and the elevated seat, can prevent.”

O Muhammad-Qabli-Karim! He Who was promised in the
Books of God, the Lord of all worlds, hath turned towards
thee and hath sent down that whereby the eyes of them that
are nigh unto God have been solaced. The Day of God is come,
yet most of the people are sunk in heedlessness. Say: O people!
Fear ye God, and follow not them who have denied the Day of
Judgment. Have mercy upon yourselves and upon the souls of
men. Thus hath the Tongue of Revelation spoken forth from
this luminous horizon. Take thou the chalice of utterance in
the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, then drink therefrom
through this wondrous and glorious remembrance.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My King-
dom be upon My loved ones and My chosen ones who have not
broken My Covenant and My Testament, and who have acted
in accordance with that which was enjoined upon them in My
perspicuous Book.
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He is the All-Hearing, the All-Witnessing from the Most Ex-
alted Horizon

A Book We have sent down in truth, wherein We make mention
of the party of God who have held fast to My firm cord.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Hasan! We have seen thy name, made
mention of thee, and heard thy call and answered thee. We
counsel thee with that whereby the Cause of God, the Cleaver
of Dawn, may be exalted. The glory be upon thee, upon thy
wife, and upon those who have believed in God, the Lord of
Lords.

O Muhammad-Qabli-*Ali! The Lord of all beings makes men-
tion of thee from the prison precinct, even as He mentioned
thee before with clear verses. Give thanks unto thy Lord Who
created thee and aided thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of
His Revelation and the Source of His inspiration, Who speaks
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before the faces of all nations in the world: “Verily, there is
none other God but I, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.”

O Muhammad-Qabli-Isma’il! The All-Glorious makes mention
of thee when the heedless had imprisoned Him in the prison
of ‘Akka, inasmuch as He summoned all to the Most Exalted
Horizon. Blessed is he who hath cast away vain desire and
arisen to serve God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Ibrahim! Upon thee be the glory of God
and His mercy. Take hold of the Book of God with the power
that is from Him, then recite it unto those on whose faces thou
seest the radiance of the All-Merciful and on whose foreheads
is the seal “we are all God’s, the Mighty, the Loving.” Be thou
steadfast in such wise that the cawing of the ungodly who have
disbelieved in God, the Lord of the unseen and the seen, will
not cause thee to slip. The glory be upon thee, upon thy wife
and thy daughter, and upon those who have arisen and said:
“God is our Lord and the Lord of all that was and shall be.”

O Hasan! The Lord of the hidden and the manifest makes
mention of thee and informs thee of a cawer who shall appear
there through the promptings of those who have violated God’s
Covenant and His Testament and have disbelieved in this clear
proof. We have recognized what thou didst desire in My path
and have accepted thy deed, that thou mayest give thanks unto
God, thy Lord and the Lord of all that is seen and unseen, and
the Lord of the mighty throne. We have lifted the decree of
holy war and forbidden the people of God from fighting and
from that which might grieve the hearts of those who have
believed in God, the One, the Chosen.

We make mention of Muhammad-Qabli-Baqir and counsel him
to manifest great steadfastness, for the enemies have arisen
with a new scheme. Hold thou fast unto the sure handle and
cling to My luminous robe.

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who was named
Aqgajan and remind him of the days of thy Lord, His verses, His
clear proofs, and that which hath appeared from Him. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Blessed is he who
hath been set ablaze today with the fire of My love and hath
arisen to serve My wondrous Cause.

O Muhammad-Qabli-Sadiq! Hearken unto the call which
hath been raised beyond the crimson sea at the Lote-Tree
of the Utmost Boundary on the right side of the luminous
spot: “Verily, there is none other God but I, the Speaker, the
All-Knowing.” The people have acknowledged His sovereignty
and power through His word “He doeth what He willeth and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dwim 3 B S el 5 AR L
SV Al K es k& B e G ogbll
A aess Jo o6y g5l I b sk Y

Wl oy
;\;.wui\;;@ﬂaud,;isg
65 ol de 97 s e 5k il OB
Ul & per o 02 500 arirs &
Vols el o5 susdl ol &
Sl A 1y, ol o Al Gl SOy
5 Sakio Jo s Ko T sy 5 )

Oy ey 4l 196 5 1566 dj‘&)&fk

0SS by 0K L
Sz gl s dpe ST e L
A Bl 1 pdl) Oljags STla 5, ols
Lo Ls_s B el ol Ve 19,37 5 okgs
5 S Al S S U L 3 )]
Ll (:E’J‘ Jﬂ‘ <o LL&Y L‘; 6}.“ <
,dw\&pmg}w,;w;w)
S a1 L 1l il sl o 05 Lo

AtV a5 3l 15 42 556 G
Kaza o5 dde Ko o 150 eV OV
BN A P!

el o535 0Bl o oo 531 LV 8L

4 °'“‘O”J€J"L’}‘“\4;.;;“7§Tu S
Sk sl gt il b w51 JLad s

e i) R IR o Galo U3 2L
Y I PP IR T P S SN W fﬁ
5 b 31 318 Jalt GBI GI Q1Y
PR g,@uﬂé\ Ayt o))l

D i) gy e L8 Jea Y

69

10



11

13

16

Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH00839

ordaineth what He pleaseth, and shall not be asked of His
doings, and He is the Almighty, the Powerful.”

They acknowledge what hath been sent down in truth, yet
in every matter they say “why” and “wherefore.” They are
indeed among the perishing ones. Be thou steadfast in the
Cause in such wise that the hearts of the deniers may be made
to tremble.

O My loved one! Soon shalt thou hear the utterances of the
idolaters who have violated My Covenant and Testament, de-
nied My days, and disputed My signs. Cast them behind
thee, turning unto God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting.
Thus doth My Most Exalted Pen counsel thee as it moveth in
the arena of wisdom and utterance from the presence of the
All-Merciful. Blessed are they who understand.

O Pen! Make mention of him who was named Muhammad-
Qablih-Karim, and remind him of that which hath befallen
thee at the hands of the oppressors. They have denied Him
Who hath come unto them with that which equaleth all that
was revealed aforetime and thereafter. Verily, they are in mani-
fest doubt. Beware lest the doubts of the world hold thee back
from the Most Great Name. Leave behind what is with the
peoples, hoping for that which is with God, the Mighty, the
Great.

O Muhammad-Qablih-Baqir! The All-Bountiful remembereth
thee from the quarter of His Most Great Name, and counseleth
thee with that which will draw thee nigh unto God, the Lord
of creation. Blessed is the servant whom the veils of glory
have not withheld from God, the Lord of all beings. Woe unto
them who have turned away from the Countenance, fixing their
gaze upon idle fancies and vain imaginings. The glory of God
rest upon thee and upon thy son who hath been named Hasan
in this Spot which God hath made the Dawning-place of His
signs.

5 O Abu’l-Qasim! There hath come unto thee the Most Great

Book which hath been detailed from the Mother Book by God,
the Lord of Lords. Take it in My Name and remind the servants
of My days through My utterance, that the people may emerge
from darkness into light and give them the glad-tidings of the
days of God.

Say: O concourse of the earth! By God, the Day hath come
which was mentioned in the Books of God and inscribed by
the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is the servant who hath turned
unto Him and recognized his final abode and destination. Be
thou steadfast in such wise that neither the tempests of the
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divines nor the hurricanes of princes shall move thee. Thus
doth My Pen counsel thee at its beginning and its end.

7 O Fadlu’llah! Be thou firm as the mountain, steadfast as a

stake, and independent in thy Lord’s Cause, the Lord of the
Final End. Beware lest human affairs hold thee back from the
Lord of Destiny. Hold fast unto His cord.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who hast made me to
know Thee, taught me, and guided me unto Thy manifest and
evident path.

O Qasim-‘Ali! The Dayspring of inner meanings remembereth
thee from the horizon of utterance and counseleth thee with
that whereby the face of the Cause will be illumined amongst
the servants. Be firm and be thou of them that are steadfast.
Blessed is he who hath arisen to serve the Cause, and blessed
is the speaker who hath spoken in praise of God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful.

I close the Book with the mention of him who was named
Muhammad-before-Baqir, that he may thank his Lord, the
Forgiving, the Generous. Hear the call in the Return from
the Mother Book. He mentions thee with that which will draw
thee nigh unto the One, the All-Informed.

Say: This is the Day wherein the call hath been raised from
every direction, and the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no
passing hath spoken forth on the Mount of Knowledge: “Ver-
ily, there is none other God besides Me, the Mighty, the All-
Praised.” T have manifested My Self as a bounty from Me, and
fulfilled what I promised in My perspicuous Book.

We make mention of those whose names were not mentioned
before the Face, and We give them glad tidings of God’s loving
kindness and mercy, and of that which hath been ordained for
them by My Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson Book, which
none hath discovered save God, the Lord of this luminous Day.

O My loved ones! Be ye of such constancy that the clamoring
of the croakers shall not keep you back from God, the Lord
of the Day of Judgment. The croaking hath been raised from
every quarter, and this is what We foretold unto you in Zawra
and in the Land of Mystery and in this mighty Prison.

Ibn-i-Abhar hath appeared before the Greatest Scene and
made mention of those who have believed in the presence of
the Countenance, and We have revealed unto them the verses
of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. We have aided
him through Our command that he may draw men nigh unto
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God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Blessed is he who heareth
from him that which he uttereth concerning this momentous
Announcement and this noble Edifice.

O Ibn-i-Abhar! Remind My loved ones on My behalf and adorn
them with the ornament of steadfastness, lest their feet slip and
their hearts be troubled by the intimations of the ignorant ones
of the Bayan, even as the doubts of the divines of the Qur’an
held back those servants who turned unto God, the True King,
the Manifest.

26 Say: Take ye the chalice of eternity in My Most Great Name,

then drink therefrom, detached from the kingdom of names and
whatsoever hath been created in the realm of creation. Thus
doth command you He with Whom is the Mother Book and
that which was hidden from the eyes of those who are in the
heavens and on earth.

> The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy

be upon you, O people of God, and upon those whom the
scourge of the oppressors, the rifles of the deniers, and the
cannons of the idolaters did not frighten. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, exalted be His glory

All praise be to God, the rightful Sovereign Who encompasses
all souls and horizons. He hath revealed the lights of His coun-
tenance on the Day of the Covenant and hath shone forth
upon the daysprings of hearts, whereupon existence was thun-
derstruck, then recovered consciousness. He it is Who hath
caused the rains of grace to descend from the clouds of His
flowing Command, whereby He hath caused the roses of divine
knowledge to grow from the gardens of the hearts of the people
of unity.

The Sun of eternity hath dawned from the horizon of might —
blessed is he who hath attained unto this dawning. The lamp
of reunion hath been lit — blessed is he who hath been saved
by its light from the darkness of separation.

O people of creation! Ponder ye the Cause of the Lord of
Names. Have ye seen a day mightier than this Day wherein the
dawn of Revelation hath shone forth, the Speaker of Sinai hath
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spoken, and the darkness hath been illumined by the gleaming
of the Light from this conspicuous Station? The cups of joy
have been passed round by the hands of grace and bounty, and
the people of Baha, who are embarked upon the Crimson Ark
that saileth upon the sea of grandeur by the command of God,
the Creator of all things and the Lord of creation, have drunk
therefrom.

Beware lest the doubts of the people of error withhold you
from turning towards the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, or lest
that which hath been said before or will be said deprive you of
recognizing your Lord on the Day of Return. The Promise hath
come, and the Promised One hath appeared on this witnessed
Day, and all who dwell in the realms of the seen and unseen
have called to His glorious station.

Blessed is he who hath recognized his Lord, the All-Loving,
who hath detached himself from all that exists within the realm
of being, who hath remained steadfast upon His straight path,
opposing the desires of every rejected misbeliever. He hath
attained unto that which his Lord, the Worshipped One, or-
dained for him, and hath entered the gardens of Paradise by
the command of his Lord, the All-Merciful, and hath grasped
the handle of divine knowledge, and hath been saved from the
imaginings of the people of possibility, uttering the praise of
his Lord, the All-Bountiful.

This is the Day whereon God hath manifested Himself unto
all things through all names, and hath called the peoples of
the world to the direction of His Most Great Name, and hath
guided them to His Most Straight Path, and hath summoned
them unto Him through His most perfect and complete utter-
ance.

Blessed is he who hath rent asunder the greatest veil and hath
attained unto that which was ordained for him by the Lord of
Destiny, and hath turned towards His most luminous direction,
detached from all that pertaineth to the world of man, seeking
to recognize the hidden Mystery, hoping for the shade of his
established Lord, and content with that which hath been or-
dained and commanded for him. He, verily, hath been saved
from the depths of idle fancies, hath recognized the Hidden
Name, hath attained unto the Treasured Secret, and hath en-
tered the Protected Station beneath the shade of the Lord of
all that was and shall be.

This is the Day wherein the Sun of Guidance hath dawned
and the mystery of the Beginning hath been revealed at the
End, and the hearts of the people of understanding have been
illumined by the light of Revelation. Blessed is he whom the
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veils of glory have not prevented from turning unto and draw-
ing nigh unto the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, on the Day of
Return.

Glorified art Thou, O Thou Who cannot be described through
human utterance, nor mentioned by the tongues of all who
dwell within the realm of creation! How can I describe Thee
when I behold that the most precious gems of praise are unwor-
thy to approach the court of Thy glorified majesty? How can I
make mention of Thee when I witness that the most wondrous
expressions of remembrance cannot ascend to the kingdom of
Thy eternity?

Were the discerning and clear-sighted one to contemplate what
Thou hast deposited within existence from the traces of Thy
power, this would suffice as proof of Thee and as testimony
to Thy greatness. Verily, he who is experienced needeth not
descriptions and remembrances to know Thee, O Thou Who
art the Possessor of the Kingdom of Glory and Power! Should
he reflect upon himself and witness the greatness of his Lord’s
handiwork, he would be guided by these signs to the knowledge
of mysteries; the veils would be lifted and he would behold
Thee seated upon the throne of power and authority.

O my Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou
didst rend asunder the veils on the Day of Return and didst
guide Thy near servants to the direction of Thy Name, the
All-Bestowing, to assist those who have entered beneath the
shadow of Thy grace and have entered the gardens of Thy love
in such wise that their names may be exalted in Thy dominions,
their mention become renowned throughout Thy lands, and
their station be made manifest among Thy servants — namely,
to arise to serve Thy Most Great Cause amidst humanity and
to guide Thy servants through the subtleties of wisdom to Thy
most holy and most generous direction.

This is a bounty that cannot be equalled by aught in the king-
dom of earth and heaven, and a matter beside which nothing
can stand in the world of creation. Thou hast said — and Thy
Word is the truth — “Whoso quickeneth a soul is as though
he had quickened all mankind.” How much more so for one
who quickeneth prepared souls and guideth pure hearts to the
direction of Thy knowledge, O Lord of all created things! Nei-
ther pen nor ink can reckon what Thou hast ordained as the
reward for this exalted matter and wondrous station.

I beseech Thee to protect Thy loved ones beneath the shadow
of Thy protection and care from the evil of the wicked among
Thy creatures, and to strengthen them always through Thy
confirmations to stand firm in Thy Cause in such wise that
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neither the happenings of the world nor the oppression of na-
tions may prevent them from turning unto Thee, O Possessor
of the Most Great Name! Verily, Thou art the Powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest. Thou givest to whomsoever Thou
pleasest that which Thou desirest. There is no God but Thee,
the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Praisewor-
thy.

That which was adorned with the
traces of ink hath been received, making clear what was in thy
heart of the subtleties of love and affection. Days had passed
without the presence of thy letter and thy gracious address. I
take God, my Lord, as witness that at all times I was awaiting
the arrival of news and inquiring about thy circumstances from
all who came from various directions. I praise God for having
assisted thee in His days and enabled thee to make mention
of His loved ones. I beseech Him, exalted be He, to protect
thee in His shadow and to ordain for thee every good that He
hath promised in His Book. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous. There is no God but Him, the Most High, the
Most Great.

When I read thy sweet letter, I attended the court of the Lord
of Lords and presented it before His Face. Thereupon, the fra-
grance of grace was stirred and the ocean of bounty surged, and
there was revealed for thee that which shall endure through-
out the duration of attributes and names, and shall be with
thee in the hereafter and in this world. Thou shalt be honored
with its visitation on another leaf. Blessed art thou for hav-
ing been mentioned and for being remembered most often by
the tongue of grace and favor. This is a bounty that cannot
be equalled by aught that hath been created in the contingent
world. To this beareth witness whatsoever hath been created
by the command of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.

It behoveth thee to arise with joy and gladness to guide the
servants to the lamp of thy Lord’s resplendent Cause. I be-
seech God, the Lord of the worlds, to protect thee beneath the
shadow of His grace, by His Most Great Name, from the evil
of the wicked among the nations, and to strengthen thee at
all times to propagate His Cause with wisdom and utterance.
Verily, He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

O my God, my Lord and my Hope! I beseech Thee by the
cry of them that are nigh unto Thee, by the lamentation of
the sincere ones, by the yearning of the lovers, and by the
exultation of them that know Thee in Thy love, to preserve him
whom Thou hast aided to turn towards Thee and whom Thou
hast caused to enter the pavilion of majesty and given to drink
from the fountain of bounty and grace. Protect him beneath
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Thy sheltering care from the oppression of Thy creatures, and
grant him always the blessing of Thy tender mercies and the
pure waters of Thy loving-kindness. Verily, Thou art the All-
Bountiful, possessed of great favor.

Ordain for him that which is best in the hereafter and in this
world, and shelter him beneath Thy shade in all Thy worlds.
Exalt his station in service to Thy Cause and aid him to teach
Thy Faith throughout Thy lands in such wise that through
his utterance the ready ones may be guided, the seated ones
may arise, and the slumbering ones may be awakened. Verily,
Thou art the One, the Single, the Mighty, the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting.

O thou beloved! Convey on behalf of this servant the greetings
of God unto His steadfast loved ones and give them the glad-
tidings of God’s favor, the Lord of all worlds. The Spirit and
Glory rest upon thee and upon those with thee, and upon all
of them.
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In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy,
the Most Glorious

I have been blessed with receiving thy noble letter. I kissed it
and presented it before His Countenance. When I read what
thou hadst praised thy Lord with, through that which flowed
from the Most Exalted Pen, the Mouth of the Divine Will
opened, addressing thee: “Upon thee be My praise, My remem-
brance, My glory, My fragrances, My loving-kindness, and My
bounty, which hath ever been sanctified above mention of time,
seasons and moments. This is from the grace of thy Lord, the
Most Merciful, and verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient
of Days.” Thus did it end.

My spirit and my heart be a sacrifice for thee! This blessed
letter brought the greatest joy and bestowed boundless hap-
piness. Through beholding it, I attained complete union and
was sustained. And praise be to the Beloved of the mystics.

Concerning the mention of the supplication revealed from the
Horizon of the Will—God willing, it shall be sent down.

5 And concerning Ismu’llah al-Amin—upon him rest the glory

of God, the True King, the Manifest in Himself—we beseech
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God to grant him success, and to make him of those servants
through whom the earth hath been filled with the traces of
God, the All-Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting. Convey unto him,
from this evanescent servant, innumerable glorifications. And
the remainder of the blessed Suriy-i-Haykal which he hath re-
quested shall, God willing, be dispatched hereafter.

Regarding his honor Aqa Siyyid Baqir, upon him be the glory
of God, convey most elevated greetings, and what they have
intended is most praiseworthy, however they have said that its
time has not yet come. If in these days they would proceed to
those regions with Tablets and engage in teaching, it would be
closer to piety, and afterwards, God willing, numerous books
will be sent from the Seat of Revelation. Convey greetings to
them from God.

Regarding his honor Karbala’i Karim, it was mentioned in the
presence of His Countenance, and a mighty Tablet was revealed
for him from the direction of the Throne which, God willing,
will be sent. Convey infinite greetings to all from this servant.

And regarding what you had written and inquired about cer-
tain phrases - whatever is revealed of divine verses, this servant
mostly writes them in His presence, and often they are revealed
in such a manner that no one is capable of writing them, for
when once measured, one thousand two hundred verses were re-
vealed in an hour. In such case, all are powerless to write, and
this servant might possibly write eight hundred in an hour. For
half an hour the hand cooperates, and in the other half it moves
involuntarily. Therefore, sometimes they are revealed at a pace
that allows this servant to manage the writing, and whatever is
revealed is not reviewed by the Most Holy Gaze, though some-
times they are recited again in His presence. Hence, in some
instances there may be errors in spelling and letters.

Moreover, the scribes make many mistakes, for error and mis-
take have been and will be in human nature. Just as in these
days four copies of the Kitab-i-Badi’ have been written, and al-
though they were compared and checked, nevertheless one day
by chance one of those copies was present before His Counte-
nance. He looked at some of it and found several instances
where letters were mistaken, and likewise several places where
the spelling was wrong. Afterwards He commanded that it be
carefully examined and compared. It became apparent that in
most pages there were mistakes and omissions. Therefore it
is very necessary that they be attentive with care so that it
becomes correct.
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And your honor’s explanation regarding the mentioned words
was presented before His presence. From the mouth of the
Divine Will these luminous words shone forth:

“Excellent is what thou hast asked. Verily, He is with His
benevolent servants and answers the prayers of the supplicants.
And regarding what thou didst ask, hearken unto what hath
been revealed in truth from One mighty and all-knowing. The
word ‘shahidh’ with an unclean nature is permissible, and as
for ‘sadhij’ with ‘dhal’, it is known among the people, but the
Primal Point - may my soul be a sacrifice for all else besides
Him - wrote ‘sazij’, therefore I do not wish to change what-
soever hath appeared from my Beloved. Thus we referred it
to the pen of the scribes - whatever flows is correct, even if
different versions have flowed from their pens. Verily He is
the Establisher of orthography and words, He ordaineth as
He pleaseth. However, this station hath been and shall ever
be exclusively reserved for the True One, exalted be His men-
tion, not as observed from certain ignorant ones who have not
been vouchsafed a single letter of knowledge, yet write fabri-
cated words and attribute them to the True One, as the chief
of prevaricators wrote a letter to someone and sent it before
His presence - most expressions therein were erroneous both
in meaning and word, including writing ‘Umar and Zayd with
hamza. Would that people would ponder the words of that
misbeliever - most are nonsensical and meaningless. A fire for
those who have taken him as lord besides God.”

2 In these days, Tablets have been revealed from the Source of

the Cause in response to one of the opposers who had objected
to the letter of Aqa Mirza Jamalu’d-Din, upon him be the
glory of God. A copy thereof was sent from the Most Holy
Court as a favor to His servant. Specifically, Jinab-i-Aqai Aqa
Siyyid Mihdi, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God,
was commanded to write and send it to that person. And from
the Source of the Cause it was commanded that a copy of that
Tablet be sent specifically to the land of Kha to Jinab-i-Asdaq,
upon him be the glory of God. Since the original objection
was made by Haji Muhammad Karim Khan, it is therefore
very beneficial for the Shaykhis who have somewhat turned
towards the Truth. God willing, He may bring about through
this a matter.

Furthermore, in some Tablets it was observed that “qiba” was
written as “biga”. Surely in the Kitab-i-Badi’ too, which they
brought to that direction, it is ‘biqa” - He changed it. Similarly
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“hashim muhtazir” which should be written with “za”. In any
case, there are many differences in the writings of scribes. They
must observe with utmost care that it be written correctly.

And when previously the Blessed Book arrived, the names of
the people of Ya were mentioned therein, specifically all exalted
Tablets were revealed. It remains to be seen when it is destined
to be sent.

5 And another Most Holy command is that the Kitab-i-Badi’

should be sent to Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Mirza who is present in
the land of Ya. Send the books bound, for unbound is not
beloved. Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ja’far, upon him be the glory of
God, hath submitted to your presence that Jinab-i-Ismu’llah
al-Munir, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, [has
written] a copy of the Kitab-i-Badi’ [for this servant]. If com-
pleted, it should be sent specifically to Jinab-i-Qasim Khan.

And the remembrance and the glory and the might and the
grandeur be upon thee and upon those who are with thee
among God’s sincere servants. Convey endless greetings from
the servant to all the loved ones of God, and greetings be upon
thee and upon them.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of power and choice.

Praise be to God, Who hath set in motion the orbits of in-
ner meanings through the power of His Most Exalted Word,
Who hath brought forth the sun of wisdom and utterance upon
him who conformeth to His supreme utterance, and hath made
known unto us, through the essences of knowledge and gnosis,
His most beautiful Names and those attributes of His that are
exalted above the comprehension of the dwellers in the realm
of dust. Exalted is His rank above that He should be appre-
hended by thoughts and minds; hallowed is the court of His
knowledge above that hope should be conceived of attaining
unto it; and glorified is the orb of His mighty Cause above the
possibility of setting or eclipse.

From age to age the sun of His Word hath ever been rising,
the lights of His wisdom shining, the moons of His knowl-

edge ascending. He hath deposited within existence that which
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guideth the people of reflection to the meadows of inner vision,
and created, within the realm of possibility, that by which He
leadeth His creatures into the Paradise of knowledge. He hath
veiled His own Self by the lights of seeing and beholding, and
shrouded His Cause in the plenitude of its clearness and expo-
sition.

Just as the people cannot gaze upon the sun save by means that
shield the eye, and behold naught but its rays and effulgences
that have dawned and encompassed the two horizons, can man
deny the existence of the sun because his gaze cannot bear to
look upon it? Nay, by Him Who hath caused it to rise from
its dawning-place and illumined the world with its splendors!

Since this hath been established, it becometh evident that the
veil of the Sun of Reality is light itself, and that His only cover-
ing is manifestation. Otherwise, He hath neither concealment
nor veil, neither going nor coming. He is manifest through
the lights of glory, and shining from the horizon of might and
majesty, yet hidden from the eyes by reason of the very inten-
sity of His appearance and radiance.

i Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Hope! Exalted

art Thou above being compassed by the thoughts of men, or
known through the fancies of Thy creatures as Thy “Most
Great Outlook” [manzar-i-akbar]. Whatsoever the praisers
have described, and whatsoever the knowers have attained,
can never escape the limit of their own bounded station in
the world of being.

How can the weak, perishing, lowly creature attain unto the
knowledge of Thy power, O Thou the Eternal, the All-Powerful,
the Almighty? I beseech Thee, by the lights of the Sun of Thy
Unity and the radiances of the Luminary of Thy Detachment,
to aid those whom Thou hast guided to Thy straight Path
and made to recognize Thy Great Announcement, to remain
steadfast in Thy Cause and firm in the ways of Thy love. Or-
dain for them, O my God, every good Thou hast sent down
in Thy Book, and all Thou hast promised Thy chosen ones in
Thy Scriptures and Tablets. Verily, Thou art the Tender, the
All-Bountiful. There is no God but Thee, the Bestower, the
All-Munificent, the Giver, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

Thy noble, spiritual letter hath come, and through the perusal
thereof delight beyond count was attained; for it bespoke the
subtleties of affection and the degrees of love that lay hidden
and treasured in the inmost heart. We hope that thou wilt
ever abide under the shade of the divine bounty, at rest and
in tranquillity, and be made to attain and be sustained by the
blessing of nearness and reunion.
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Though the writing of the reply was, in outward appearance,
delayed for a few days, yet God is aware, and the whole world
beareth witness, that the measure of longing and love in the
heart of this Servant lieth beyond the reach of word and num-
ber. Only the succession of occupations is, at times, the cause
of postponement and delay; otherwise the heart findeth no
sweetness save in the remembrance of the people of love. Day
by day we beseech the Lord that the hidden subtleties of heart-
felt affection may increase, and that the dust-world may be il-
lumined with the lights of concord and unity among the friends
of God.

The book of the person already known to thee, which thou
didst send, hath been received, and the topics mentioned
therein were clearly understood. Such persons, in all ages,
have arisen to write and compile such meaningless words, and
will continue to do so. In truth, in the eyes of them that see,
and of those who look toward the Supreme Horizon, they are
not worthy of mention or consideration; for the falsity of their
utterance is proved by their very words.

How could a Cause whose fame hath encompassed the hori-
zons of the world, and the lights of whose Manifestation have
shone upon all peoples, be obscured by such phrases, or remain
doubtful to the people of insight? Had this man been just and
spoken from clear vision, he would never have been content to
utter such sayings; for he hath not yet investigated, nor be-
come aware of the root of the matter, and to speak in a Cause
before attaining unto knowledge thereof is, and ever hath been,
contrary to reason.

We beseech God to protect His loved ones from the whisperings
of deniers and the heedlessness of the heedless. Verily, He is
powerful over all things, and He is the Subtle, the All-Informed.

As to thy suggestion that a detailed answer be printed in reply
to the passages of that book: under no circumstances is it
worthy of any engagement or mention. “Forget it, leave it to
itself, and put thy trust in God, thy Lord, the Most High, the
Most Great.” In gatherings where mention of that book ariseth,
let it suffice that, according to the receptivity and capacity of
the hearers, a few words be spoken verbally to refute its idle
fictions.

It beseemeth not the friends of God to pay heed to such as
know not what they say. “Leave them to plunge in their vain
discourse and to play;” by thy life, “they wander distracted in
their drunkenness.”

Thy name, O beloved one, hath been presented in the Most
Holy Court; and this is what hath shone forth from the Source
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of bounty and grace — may my soul be offered up for His ten-
derness:

O Ha’, hearken unto the cry of the Wronged One! Praise be to
God, that whatsoever hath appeared in this Day hath made
truth distinct from falsehood, and right severed from wrong.
We hope that thou mayest be made a banner of the Sun of
His Name, and a standard of His remembrance; that, wholly
severed from all besides Him, thou mayest arise to serve His
Cause as is meet. The lying soul — his deeds are now laid bare,
his words made manifest.

" We beseech God, exalted and glorified be He, to assist the heed-

less to return, the slanderers to be truthful, the treacherous to
be faithful, and the deniers to turn in acceptance. Verily, He
is the All-Sufficient, the Most Exalted, the Oft-Returning, the
All-Bountiful.

Unceasingly hath thy remembrance been in the presence of
the Wronged One. Give thanks unto thy Lord for this manifest
grace. All that thou beholdest to-day shall pass away; but that
which hath flowed from the Most Exalted Pen, in the Scriptures
and the Tablets, shall remain ever thine. The glory be upon
thee, upon those who are with thee and thine household, and
upon every steadfast, upright soul, and every firm and loyal
one.

And finally: praise be to God! In all conditions thou art com-
memorated upon the tongue of grace and beheld with the eye
of loving favour. It behoveth thee, therefore, to thank Him at
all times, and to be filled with manifest joy and gladness.

Convey, on behalf of this Servant, wondrous praises and mighty
cries of glorification to each one of the friends who are adorned
with the vesture of steadfastness; and make mention of them.
The people of the household — thy household — do likewise
remember and magnify them with gracious praises.

The spirit and the glory rest upon thee and upon thy family.

2 Convey, moreover, delicate praises and exalted glorification to

Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad — upon him be His glory — and
peace be upon the sincere servants of God.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

slonlys 1 da B gy pllas 15 el

0358 polasy JH:./)‘D G odd Bl
Gl o pdel 5l de |y Old) &I sl
533 o il ale b 5 ie 53 U 3
S A e

by Il 21 e I

Jo obll gy o) ey ol al e
deoodldly Gadl e s gl
G e &l JBY e i alls wLY)

JUadl juall Ol pay el

St 03y pollie Cobuys O3 LY
el el Lo i ol il Vg chy S
IV G eV (Bl e i be N e
b 5 Jos claly dlas e oy el L)

& ) ool By Ky s

Mz Ol oLl die) &= A
Ol &l ay pshie ol Bl 5 o) S
o sa s A N 055y G (5 G0

-u,- Coalial 3 ey &1 5kys 5 &l p
Ayt Sy S35 dnte OLeSay any LKL
5513 amay SEBL L)y sl ) sl

5y

Al oy chile oLl C;)‘
. 0.' ) ) . “ 0' ..
ey & sle (BK:J\J .g}.i;&,zj

AW S Al k|

BLIB__Or15693.092

82

16

19

20

[}
w



Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH00907

BHO00907

He is God, exalted be His glory and universal His bounty!

> Praise be to God Who hath lit the lamp of knowledge in the
contingent world, illumined the horizon of the universe with
the lights of wisdom and utterance, and caused the streams of
science and certitude to flow from the depths of hearts. He it
is before Whose Name’s majesty all existence hath prostrated
itself, before Whose command’s source all necks have bowed.
Blessed is he who hath sought the precincts of His mercy and
dwelt beneath the shade of the Tree of His loving-kindness.
Glorified and exalted be His dominion, and mighty His proof!
He is unique in His command and will, and singular in His
unity and worship. He loved to be known, so He created; they
needed God, so He provided. He inspired man and taught him
utterance, and caused the jewels of wisdom to appear from the
tongue. From Him is the beginning and unto Him the return,
and He is the Judge at the beginning and the end. There is no
God but He, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O thou who circlest round the Tree of Knowledge, who comest
unto the carpet of certitude and arrivest at the stream of faith!
I have heard the melodies of the nightingale of thy utterance
upon the branches of the paradise of fidelity and the cooings
of the dove of thy exposition upon the twigs of the gardens
of praise. May God reward thee with the best of both worlds
and the eternal life of all the worlds, for thou hast remem-
bered those who were banished through the lands, whom the
servants denied, and whom the people of tyranny and enmity
persecuted. Grieve not at the delay in sending the reply. By
thy life, O beloved! The heart delighteth in naught save the re-
membrance of the loved ones, and the thirst of love is quenched
only through correspondence with those possessed of love and
unity. However, the press of occupations preventeth me some
days from mentioning the friends of my Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. I beseech God, the King of Eternity and the
Ruler by the Greatest Name, to protect thee and His loved
ones beneath the shadow of His protection and shelter, to give
you to drink continually from the Kawthar of His grace and
favor, and to aid you in that whereby your mention shall en-
dure in existence and your names be exalted in the worlds of
the unseen and the seen. Verily, He is the Single, the One, the
Mighty, the All-Loving.

As for what thou hast mentioned in thy letter concerning ar-
rival in the Land of Ta and the gathering of thy Lord’s loved
ones, the Lord of Names, it hath been proven with evidence
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that God’s Cause shall triumph over all possibility, and soon
shall the lights of the Sun of Knowledge encompass the whole
world and the radiance of the Orb of Unity prevail over all
nations. He hath said—and His word is most exalted—“Thou
shalt see the earth as the Most Glorious Paradise; on that day
shall those possessed of knowledge rejoice and the heedless shall
lament.” Whosoever perceiveth this manifest Cause with the
eye of certitude and beholdeth its firm and steadfast founda-
tion shall be assured that creation is beneath its shadow and
that there is no escape for anyone nor refuge for any soul-all
shall return unto Him and arrive at the path of love. It hath
been said aforetime that affairs are bound to their appointed
times. Soon shall they behold the sun of knowledge and its
lights, and shall comprehend its signs.

And as to what thou hast mentioned concerning the land of
Ha and Mim, and thy praise of the loved ones of thy Lord,
the All-Bountiful, from among the people of the Bayan and
the inheritors of Him Who conversed with God - blessed are
they for having cast away vain imaginings, shattered the idols,
and attained the recognition of their Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Wonder not at what thou seest of traces in the
righteous ones. Ponder upon the appearance of the Sun of
Truth, its effulgences, the spreading of its lights, and the man-
ifestation of its signs. It behooveth the peoples of the world to
immerse themselves in the seas of civilization and prosperity,
and to adorn themselves with the ornament of knowledge and
success. Hath there appeared in existence that which hath
shone forth in this manifest Day? Say: Glorified be He in
Whose hand is the dominion of all things and in Whose grasp
is the kingdom of names. We beseech God to manifest from all
that which indicateth His favors and to adorn His loved ones
with the ornament of His character and attributes, that the
mirrors of their hearts may reflect naught except the radiance
of the lights of the Sun of eternity, that their faces may show
forth naught but the freshness of fellowship and purity, and
that from their companionship naught may be witnessed save
the signs of love and fidelity. O thou beloved of the heart! Con-
vey wondrous remembrance and glorification from this servant
to the loved ones of thy Lord in Ta and those who dwell in
Mim after Ha. Glory and praise be upon them and upon every
steadfast soul who hath turned towards Him.

And regarding what thou hast mentioned about presenting thy
remembrance and the names of those thou hast mentioned be-
fore the face of thy Ancient Lord, and thy request for the out-
pouring of the favors of His Most Bountiful Name through His
abundant grace - when I saw thy letter and understood thy
message, | attained the presence of His court and presented
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[what thou hadst requested] before the face of the Lord of the
Day of Resurrection. There hath been sent down for thee and
for them from the heaven of grace and bounty that which will
move creation and which thou shalt receive in another leaf.
Blessed art thou and they through this most great favor and
supreme gift.

And concerning what thou hast mentioned about reflection
upon the world and the prevalence of doubts and intimations
among all peoples and their failure to turn to God, the Lord
of eternity - grieve not at what thou seest of the veiled ones
and the wanderers, but rejoice in the power of thy Lord, the
Master of the Day of Judgment. It behooveth the people of
Baha to exert their utmost in spreading the commandments
of the Lord of Names and not to look upon the deprivation of
those who are remote, but rather to the Source of their Lord’s
command, Who prevaileth over all things. Verily, the example
of one who desireth to teach in these days is like unto him
who planteth trees and looketh not to the length of time for
gathering the fruits, but is rather eager to plant that others
may benefit therefrom, even as he hath benefited from those
who preceded him. Doth anyone doubt the fruits of this mighty
tree? Nay, by our Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing! Should
nations and governments arise to extinguish this Light that
shineth from the horizon of Sinai, they shall never be able, nor
shall they have the power, even should they aid one another.

As to what thou hast mentioned regarding the verses of thy
Lord, and thy desire for that which hath been sent down from
the Source of Command concerning healing exhortations and
sufficient, complete counsels - I beseech God for confirmation
and success that thou mayest gather what hath been revealed
in this connection, and We shall send it to thee through the
grace of our Lord, the All-Bestowing. And I beseech God to
make thee a standard of guidance and a sign of steadfastness,
and to guide through thee those who are ready, and that thy
teaching may direct the seekers. Verily, He is powerful over
what He willeth, and He is the All-Subtle, the All-Informed.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord and my Hope! I
beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name and Thy most per-
fect Mystery to send down upon Thy loved ones that which
will strengthen their hearts, dilate their breasts, illumine their
eyes, and enable them to guide Thy servants to the meadows
of righteousness and lead humanity to the gardens of knowl-
edge. Thou art He Whose grace hath encompassed all exis-
tence and Whose mercy hath pervaded both the seen and the
unseen. I beseech Thee to protect Thy loved ones beneath the
shadow of Thy safekeeping, to ward off from them the evil of
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the wicked among Thy creatures, and to ordain for them the
good of both this world and the next beneath the shadow of
Thy Most Great Name, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious.
May the glory rest upon them through the permanence of Thy
most excellent names and Thy most exalted attributes.
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He is the Speaker before the faces of all parties

O My loved ones! In the Tablet of the World, these exalted
words have been sent down from the Dawning-Place of utter-
ance, the Lord of Names and Attributes. Praise and glory
befit the manifest Sovereign Who adorned the mighty prison
through the presence of His Holiness ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar and His
Holiness the Trustworthy One, and illumined it with the lights
of certitude, steadfastness and tranquility. Upon them be the
glory of God and the glory of all who are in the heavens and
the earth.

Light and glory, magnification and praise be upon the Hands
of His Cause, through whom the light of patience hath shone
forth and the ordinance of choice been established - God, the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Choosing. Through them the ocean
of bounty hath surged and the fragrance of God’s tender mercy,
the Lord of all beings, hath been wafted. We beseech Him,
exalted be He, to protect them with His hosts, to guard them
by His dominion, and to assist them with His power that hath
encompassed all created things. Sovereignty belongeth unto
God, the Creator of the heavens and the Lord of the Kingdom
of Names.

The Great Announcement proclaimeth: O people of Iran! Ye
have been the dawning-places of mercy and the daysprings of
compassion and love. The regions of the world were illumined
and adorned with the light of your knowledge. How is it that
ye have arisen to destroy yourselves and your friends? O Afnan
and O My loved ones! Know with absolute certainty that the
pavilion of God’s Cause is mighty vast, having taken in and will
continue to take in all the peoples of the world. The day is your
day. The Tablet is your witness. Arise to aid the Cause, and
with the hosts of utterance conquer the hearts and souls of the
people of the world. From you must appear that which shall
bring comfort and ease to the downtrodden. Strengthen your
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resolve that perchance the captives may be freed and attain
unto true liberty.

Today the cry of justice is raised high and the lamentation of
equity is uplifted. The darkness of oppression hath enveloped
the world and its peoples. I speak truly when I say that He,
exalted be His glory, hath appeared with the banner of ‘He
doeth what He willeth’ and hath come with the standard of
‘He ordaineth what He pleaseth.! Let steadfast and content
souls be attentive. O My loved ones! Whatsoever proceedeth
from the Most Holy, Most Exalted Threshold is the truth about
which there is no doubt. The Primal Point hath said that
should He pronounce the earth to be heaven or heaven to be
earth, none hath the right to question wherefore or why. We
have heard the words of men. The atoms testify that He is
the Truth, He heareth and seeth, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Seeing. Nothing whatsoever escapeth His knowledge,
to which the Tongue of God, the True, the Just, the Manifest
King, doth testify.

Say: O people! This is the Day of God, did ye but know it.
He Who conversed with God hath seated Himself upon the
throne of Revelation, despite those who have disbelieved in
God on the Day of Resurrection. By God’s life! The Hour
crieth out and the Resurrection proclaimeth: O concourse of
humanity! By God, the Lord of Power hath come, and through
His appearance the Supreme Horizon hath been adorned. Fear
God and be not of the heedless ones. O My loved ones! We
desired to bestow upon you mention of that which We have
concealed, that every soul may be convinced that with Him is
the knowledge of all things in a perspicuous Book.

This is a day wherein God eraseth what He willeth and con-
firmeth what He pleaseth, and with Him is the Mother Book,
yet most of the people are turning away. We make mention
of Our loved ones there and give them the glad-tidings of My
acceptance of them and of what hath been sent down for them
from the heaven of the Will of God, the Lord of the worlds. Be-
ware lest ye deprive yourselves of the rivers which have flowed
from My Most Exalted Pen, as a command from the presence
of One mighty and powerful.

We have turned from the most eloquent tongue to the luminous
tongue. The loved ones must be steadfast in the Cause with
such steadfastness that neither the doubts of the suspicious
ones, nor the intimations of the croakers, nor the onslaught of
the oppressors shall move them. Blessed is he who holdeth fast
unto it and taketh the chalice of steadfastness from the hand of
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the bounty of his Lord and drinketh in His Name, the Mighty,
the Wondrous.

The word of a certain soldier previously reached Our hearing,
wherefore the Temple of My loving-kindness lamented and the
Word of God, the Purpose of all who are in the heavens and
on earth, cried aloud. Their deeds have prevented My servants
from turning to the right hand of God’s justice, the Mighty,
the Great. We beseech Him, blessed and exalted be He, to aid
with victory that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to
sanctify it from all that is unseemly for the Day of God, the
Lord of the exalted Throne. We beseech God to preserve him
through His bounty and to protect him with His hosts and
to make him among those who have aided His Cause amongst
His servants, and We beseech Him to open unto him, through
the key of His name, the Most Merciful, the gates of wisdom
and utterance. Verily, He is the Powerful over whatsoever He
willeth through His binding and mighty command.

His Honour Muzaffar was in manifest doubt. With your Lord
is the knowledge of all things, were ye of those who know. His
deeds prevented him from the bounty of the Day of Reckoning,
to this his Lord, the Self-Sufficient, the Most High, doth testify
from this exalted station. Say: We desired naught for thee save
mercy from Our presence and bounty from Our side. To this
thy heart beareth witness, as doth every just and perceiving
one. We beseech God to aid thee to detachment from all else
save Him and to hold fast unto that which He hath revealed
in His Mighty Book, and to enable thee to turn unto Him and
to repent before His gate. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the
Oft-Returning, the True, the Faithful.

Beware lest the doubts of the world and the clamor of the
nations prevent you. Take hold of the hem of the robe of your
Lord’s mercy, which hath preceded all who are in the heavens
and on earth. The splendor shining from the horizon of the
heaven of My utterance be upon My loved ones and upon those
who have heard My call and said: “Here am I, here am I, O
Lord of Names!” and “Here am I, here am I, O Beloved of

those who are brought near!”

Previously from the Most Exalted Pen flowed this most exalted
word: “Believe not every speaker, nor trust ye in every new-
comer.” Divine bounty and mercy transcend the reckoning of
people. Verily We have purified him who ascended unto Us
aforetime with the Kawthar of My utterance and forgave him
as a bounty from My presence, and I am the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.

O My loved ones! Let not My mercy slip from your grasp. Soon
ye shall behold what hath been ordained from the Most Exalted
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Pen in the Crimson Tablet, which none hath comprehended
save God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Set aside what is
with the people, turning unto what is with God, your Lord
and the Lord of your forefathers of old.

I swear by the Sun of Truth which shineth resplendent from
the horizon of the prison of Akka that if this Cause were to be
spread in foreign cities, assuredly most of the inhabitants of
those regions would be seen turning towards it. In these days
news hath arrived from those parts that the light which the
people of Iran strive to extinguish, diverse parties are engaged
in causing to shine forth and radiate. Soon shall appear that
which is now hidden from the eyes of the world.

Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as a bounty from
His presence, and He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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...Know ye that during Our sojourn in the Land of Mystery,
sublime Tablets were sent down and dispatched to certain
monarchs in order to complete God’s testimony. Among these
was a Tablet revealed to the King of Paris who at that time
was foremost among sovereigns. The cause of this was that one
day in the presence of the Divine Throne, He stated that after
the Russo-Ottoman dispute, the King of Paris arose to aid the
Ottoman Empire, and following strife, conflict, bloodshed and
pillage, several monarchs intervened and a peace treaty was
concluded. Thereafter, the Russian Monarch inquired of the
King of Paris: “We both belonged to the same nation - what
caused you to dishonor those of your own faith and aid those
of another?” In reply he wrote that there was no reason save
that when some Ottoman subjects were suddenly attacked by
you in the Black Sea and many were drowned, the cry of those
oppressed ones awakened me from slumber and I arose to assist
them.

After relating this incident, He declared: “Now We shall send
him a Tablet and test him. If he arises to aid the oppressed ones
among the people of the Bayan, We shall confirm his words;
otherwise his falsehood in what he claimed and stated shall
become evident.” Thus a Tablet was revealed and sent to him,
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but no response was ever received, although one of his ministers
who secretly professed love for the Cause informed the Most
Holy Court that he had personally delivered the Tablet to the
king and verbally conveyed all details. Nevertheless, no reply
came. This is why, after receiving no response to that Tablet,
this second Tablet was revealed and sent, having been written
in French.

Now consider this Tablet - all that befell him was explicitly
foretold therein without any ambiguity. Blessed are they who
read! Blessed are they who ponder! Blessed are they who are
sincere! Likewise, reflect upon its wondrous creation and dis-
patch with power and majesty. Observe how, after the comple-
tion of God’s testimony and the manifestation of His might, af-
flictions of famine, scarcity and fear encompassed Persia. News
of these matters was revealed in numerous Tablets.

By God, besides Whom there is none other God! If souls were
to reflect upon its wondrous creation, its dispatch, its contents,
and all that subsequently transpired, it would suffice them all,
and God’s proof, more manifest than the sun, would become
evident and clear to all.
pied with their own realm, having neither gained nor will they
gain any portion of the divine breaths and the fragrance of
the verses of the All-Merciful, save whom God willeth. As is
observed, despite this most great proclamation, this supreme
manifestation, and these evident signs, certain servants have
chosen to follow souls who have always been and will remain
behind veils, and from whom no matter has ever become mani-
fest. What benefit is there when this servant lacks time, else he
would have presented all that has appeared and continues to
appear from God’s verses which have been revealed explicitly
without interpretation. We beseech God to aid the servants to
be fair.

But artificial entities remain occu-

5 Every one may be apprised of the verses of God which have
been revealed explicitly, without interpretation. We beseech
God to assist His servants to be fair and to dispel their vain
imaginings and what has been mentioned by those who came
before. How strange are those who followed the stinking ones
after the fragrance of the Beloved had been diffused through-
out the worlds! For instance, they remain veiled from the Most
Holy, Most Exalted Truth by following Siyyid Muhammad Is-
fahani and his utterances, though he was never aware of the
fundamental nature of the Cause and was perpetually engaged
in mischief.
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Though it is a common saying, yet it befits this station: “Be-
hold the blind leading the blind!”

By God! By God! Any person possessed of sight and smell
who beheld him but once perceived from his countenance the
effects of hell-fire and from his breath the stench of the people
of the deepest abyss. Each day he was occupied with some
new deception. When we arrived at the Most Great Prison, he
styled himself “Quddus Effendi,” imagining that a meaningless
name would exalt its bearer. Woe unto him and unto those who
followed him!

Similarly, he named Aqa Jan “The Chief of the ungodly, the
Sword of Truth” and promised him Iraq, as evidenced by Aqa
Jan’s own letter which still exists, written to the Chief of the
ungodly, pleading: “When will that promise you made be ful-
filled?” In short, in this land he declared to everyone: “I am
the Sword of Truth and shall soon conquer most lands.” Nay!
The curse of God be upon the liars!

At this point, verses were revealed from the heaven of divine
Will. His glory be exalted! He says:

He is the Most Holy, Most Great, Most Glorious! Verily, in the
tribulations of the Lord of all being, at every moment, there are
signs for them that dwell in all the worlds. He hath accepted
hardship for the ease of creation, and suffering for the repose
of all who inhabit the realm of existence. My soul be a sacrifice
to His bounty, my being to His mercy, and my spirit to that
loving-kindness which hath encompassed the horizons.

No morn dawned but that He was compassed about by the
darksome veils of insinuation cast by those who disbelieved in
God, the Revealer of verses. Yet naught can hinder Him from
whatsoever He hath purposed in the Cause of God, the Lord of
the Day of Calling. At one time He crieth aloud with His lucid
tongue; at another He pointeth with the finger of certitude,
and summoneth all unto God, the Lord of mankind.

Were We to recount that which befell Us, the heavens would be
rent asunder and the mountains fall down in ruin. They who
disbelieved waxed proud in the titles they had assumed. One
of the base among them named himself “the Most Holy” and
laid claim within himself to that which the whispering deceiver
had claimed; another called himself “the Sword of Truth” and
declared, “Verily, I am the conqueror of lands.” But God sent
forth one who smote him upon his mouth, that all might be
assured he was but the tail of Satan, severed by the sword of
the All-Merciful.
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He had awaited the days of his glory and appearance, in ac-
cordance with that whereunto he had been promised by one
who denied God, the Cleaver of the dawn. Thus doth God
seize him who turneth away from Him and ariseth to squander
His Cause amongst His servants. They have perished. The
breezes of spring have been commanded to blow, the gates of
heaven have been opened, and the clouds have rained down.
Blessed is he who hath attained unto the knowledge of God
in His days and severed himself wholly from all directions and
attachments.

Say: Is your Lord, the Lord of the heavens and of the earth,
not sufficient for you? Verily, He hath come with the truth in
His Name that holdeth dominion over all creation. Do thou il-
lumine thy heart with the Most Great Lamp which the Ancient
of Days hath kindled; then stand fast in the Cause through the
sovereignty of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Well-Beloved, the
Chosen.

ey & oyl 5 op Pl it O OF 5
A il SO AoV g dL
;M\@af\c\@'&rlé}wubf\-
Syl Cod C)\ CL*)‘ o) 1Ss
Qb 36 L b uw\jh»\; BN

u%\f&&é@w\)uué&\

B4 2N Ol Oy SIS ) 8
35 S AVl o gl el bl
r..\i” &La o..\Si\ L;JM VL.GY\ Clwﬁ-c &w.
Skt el Gy ol Y e (il £
|

(€od

MAS4.248, ASAT5.186x, MSHR4.266x

BHO00938

To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth

O beloved of my heart! For some time this has flowed from the
Pen of Divine Decree, yet its dispatch was delayed - this too
was ordained by another decree, for the servant is as one dead
between the hands of God’s power, glory be to His majesty.
He turneth him as He willeth, for He is the Omnipotent over
whatsoever He desireth, the Single, the One, the Comman-
der, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. By virtue of God’s all-
encompassing wisdom, this letter was not sent.

Your other letter, O beloved of my heart, which you dispatched
from Nablus, arrived. The arrival of this spiritual messen-
ger bearing tidings of your health and well-being, O spiritual
beloved, praise be to God, manifested both outwardly and in-
wardly signs of love, affection, submission and contentment.
After its reading and review, it was presented before the coun-
tenance of our Lord and was honored to be heard. He said:

“His honor Muhammad-Qabli-Rida, upon him be the peace
of God, the Lord of all beings, is confirmed and assisted in
performing good deeds and in the mention and praise of God,
glory be to His majesty. We beseech Him, blessed and exalted
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is He, to give him to drink at all times from the Kawthar of His
knowledge from the hand of His bounty, and to confirm him
in that which He loveth and is pleased with, and that which
manifests the stations of man among the peoples. Verily, He is
the Ruler in the beginning and in the end. We beseech Him to
send down upon him from the heaven of His generosity blessing
and care and mercy from His presence. Verily He is the All-
Bountiful, there is no God but He, the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High.”

Indeed, your mentions are joy-giving, for the fragrance of sin-
cerity and trust emanates therefrom. A guest like yourself and
a host like His Eminence Effendi, may God, blessed and exalted
is He, preserve him, who are in truth illumined and adorned
with the light of faith, assurance and knowledge - blessed be his
presence. Indeed, he is worthy of these stations, for he is of the
family of the Ansar and is himself counted among the Ansar,
having been and continuing to be a helper of the oppressed and
the distressed. We beseech God, glory be to His majesty, to
keep him adorned with this ornament in all conditions. Verily
He is the Omnipotent over what He willeth through His word
“Be” and it is.

Regarding your request, O beloved of my heart, to be confirmed
in sending that which yields fruit for the seekers of the paradise
of knowledge and manifests a resplendent bounty - indeed this
matter is confirmed and established by your intention. “The
intention of the believer is better than his deed,” it hath been
said. Regret over the loss of what is befitting of good and
charitable deeds - such regret in one station taketh precedence
over the deed itself. We beseech God, the Source of all causes,
to make our deeds and intentions adorned with the ornament
of His acceptance. Verily He is the Generous, possessed of
great bounty, and He is the Single, the Giver, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Beautiful.

Again mention is made that the apple of our eyes, Aqa Inay-
atu’llah, together with the honored mother and sister, upon
them be 9 66 [Baha'u’llah], are all well and are gladdened by
your mention. 152

Praise be to the Goal of all the worlds that the glad tidings
of the well-being of that beloved of spirit and heart arrive and
adorn the mind with the radiance of joy and delight. In truth,
the mention of the chosen ones and the loved ones is among
the great bounties of God, exalted be His glory. In any case,
through the successive bestowals of the one God, the reply to
the first letter was written, and before its dispatch another
letter arrived, after which attention was turned to its reply,
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and before the dispatch of the second, the light of the third ap-
peared. His is the praise and the glory, and His is the grace and
the bounty, for He illumines the hearts and minds of His chosen
ones with the effulgent rays from the heaven of love. Although
outwardly pen and paper and leaf are the means of connection
and expression of love and aspiration, yet in the eyes of those
endowed with insight, this is that universal connection which
has moved and continues to move the world. Exalted be His
grace and magnificent His favors.

As to the weakness and change of constitution that you men-
tioned, praise be to God that its mention and your health and
well-being arrived simultaneously. The light of health dispelled
the dust of mention of infirmity, giving no chance for anything
of it to manifest. This too is among the signs of the Lord of all
worlds’ grace and favor. At this moment mention of you was
made in His presence. The luminary of grace shone forth from
the horizon of will, mentioning that which is the cause of the
diffusion of the fragrances of boundless gifts. In all conditions,
I beseech God, exalted be His glory, to assist you in that whose
traces remain eternal and enduring in the world.

The apple of the eye, Inayatu’llah, and the honored mother
are, praise be to God, well and healthy. Inayatu’llah’s letter
arrived the day before. The servant beseeches his Lord to grant
him success and assist him and make him honored among His
servants. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer. Praise be to
God, your determination is evidence of the hidden intention
in your heart. Therefore, though your intentions from before,
after, and now may not be visible in the outer world, there
is no doubt that inwardly those saplings and trees have been
planted, have sprouted, have achieved complete growth, and
have been adorned with fruits and leaves. This is why He says:
“Good things are for the good ones.” In truth, good emerges
from good. Pure intentions have different influence and effects
in the world. Blessed is the soul between whose intention and
deed no difference is seen - whose intention is the very deed
and whose deed is the very intention. And this is the station
of the depths of the sea of oneness that was mentioned before.

Thus it was proven that your intentions regarding the grape
vine or the citron or other trees are as though they are seen now.
In any case, in all conditions, grace is from God, generosity
is from Him, and bounty is from His presence. A hundred
thousand souls be sacrificed for this exalted word revealed in
the Qur’an: “O people! Ye are the poor in your relation to
God, and God is the Self-Sufficient, the Praised One.”
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The honored apple of the eye, the servant of the chosen ones,
his honor Aga Mirza Mustafa, upon him be the peace of God,
the Lord of all beings, sends greetings. He was greatly pleased
by your mention and says: Would that eternal life were des-
tined so that I might arise to everlasting service and always
move according to the will of the chosen ones and attain to that
which is befitting. Verily, God is the Powerful, the Giver, the
Forgiving, the Generous. Peace and remembrance and glory
be upon you and upon God’s assured and sincere servants.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of majesty and do-
minion.

A praise whereby the hearts of the knowers are illumined, and
a thanksgiving whereby the breasts of the lovers are lit aglow,
for a Sun whose rays have shone upon the creation of existence,
and a Luminary whose traces have been diffused through the
cities of mystery and of vision; He, at Whose Word, proceeding
from the mouth of His Will, the orbits of meanings have been
set in motion within the firmament of utterance, and at a single
wave of the ocean of Whose Purpose the pearls of knowledge
and gnosis have been scattered throughout the realm of being.
Exalted is His lofty power, exalted His subduing Will! By His
all-embracing wisdom He hath planted, in the gardens of pure
hearts, the trees of knowledge and wisdom, and hath bestowed
their ripe fruits upon such among humankind as are prepared
therefor. Thereby hath He expanded their breasts, illumined
their hearts, adorned their frames with the vesture of true un-
derstanding and their brows with the diadems of wisdom and
utterance. He, verily, is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O my God, my Lord, my Stay and my Reliance! How shall
I make mention of Thee, when I behold the very essences of
praise powerless to wing their flight into the atmosphere of
the heaven of Thy hallowed glory? How shall I describe Thee,
when I clearly perceive the mere shells of description incapable
of attaining even to the court of the gate of Thy sanctified tran-
scendence? None can celebrate Thy holiness save with that
wherewith Thou hast celebrated Thyself in Thy Books, and
made Thy loved ones to recognize in Thy Scriptures. Verily,
Thou art God; there is no God but Thee. From all eternity
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Thou hast dwelt in the heights of glory and unapproachabil-
ity, and unto all eternity wilt Thou abide upon the summit of
power and exaltation. No partner hast Thou in Thy dominion,
no vizier in Thy decree. Thou doest what Thou willest, and
ordainest what Thou pleasest; Thou art the All-Sufficient, the
All-Praised.

Thou art He Who exerciseth judgement in the realm of exis-
tence, whilst whatsoever is other than Thee is, in the presence
of the manifestations of Thy power, as non-existence, and in
face of the tokens of Thy majesty, as utter nothingness. What
hath the weak and worthless thrall to do with the knowledge of
Thine immensity, O my Lord, the Almighty, the All-Glorious?
Whatsoever we ascribe unto Thee, in the tongue of limitation,
is itself limited as are we, and returneth therefore unto us;
whereas Thou art exalted above human limitations and acci-
dental attributes. Glory be to Thee that the tongues of the
feeble should hymn Thy praise, or the descriptions of those
who describe should compass Thy qualities, or the mention of
them that extol Thee should encompass Thy might!

5 No hand can repel Thy command, no barrier withstand Thy

will. Thou didst create man, Thou didst guide him unto the
path of salvation, Thou didst direct him unto the meads of life
and abiding being. Blessed is he who hath recognized Thy ut-
terance, and tasted the sweetness of the banquet of Thy knowl-
edge, and stood in awe before Thy majesty and sovereignty,
and acknowledged the clear evidence of Thy proof, and entered
the garden of certitude, and clung to Thy firm and mighty cord.
Verily, such a one is numbered among Thy sincere servants.

i O my Lord! I beseech Thee by a Light that hath shone forth

from the horizon of Thy power, and by a Fire that hath blazed
in the Lote-Tree of Thy knowledge and wisdom — that Tree
which Thou didst plant with the hands of Thy might upon
the Sinai of Thy grandeur — that Thou mayest illumine the
horizons with the lights of amity and unity, and lead the people
of the Covenant into the Paradise of concord and fellowship.
Do Thou, O my Hope, remove from the eyes of Thy creatures
the veils that debar them, that they may behold the radiance
of the Sun of Thy knowledge which hath risen, and may kindle
their lamps from its dawning splendors. Verily, Thou art He
Who is powerful to do what He willeth; Thou dost ordain for
whomsoever Thou desirest whatsoever Thou desirest. There is
no God but Thee, the One, the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

O thou who walkest the highway of love and dost tread the
path of friendship! That which had been embroidered with
the trace of ink hath reached Us, and it hath voiced love and
constancy. Now in the tongue of the House of Sasan, now in
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the language of the son of Qahtan, it flowed forth; and since
from both there breathed the fragrance of affection, the breasts
of the people of intimacy and harmony were cheered thereby.

. I beseech God, the Lord of creation, to give thee to drink of the
well-spring of knowledge and wisdom, to protect thee beneath
the shade of His loving care, to vouchsafe unto thee the tokens
of His tenderness, to raise thee, through His grace, unto the
heights of knowledge and gnosis, and to admit thee to the
gardens of wisdom and utterance.

Whenever thou beholdest the world and all that is therein, see
it as naught in face of the effulgent revelations of thy Lord’s
glory, and as lost in the radiance of the lights of the power
of thy Master. Glorified be He Who created existence, and
in Whom the hidden mysteries and concealed symbols have,
through His consummate wisdom, been treasured up within
the world.

If the man of insight would but ponder the power of his Lord,
the All-Informed, behold the signs of His might that are de-
posited in creation, and meditate upon the subtleties of work-
manship and wisdom, he would be seized with wonder and cry
out: “Glorified be He Who dieth not!” By God, O beloved!
Man standeth amazed at those who have wandered in the
deserts of privation, and have remained heedless of the knowl-
edge of their Lord, the All-Merciful.

Do they, for themselves, behold aught save weakness and de-
ficiency? Doth not their incapacity testify to the power of
their Lord, the All-Forgiving? Were they fair in judgement,
they would surely bear witness and confess. But today they
know not. Blessed is the man of vision whom naught debarreth
from the knowledge of his Lord, the All-Informed — though
the knowledge of Him, as He is in Himself, lieth not within
the bounds of possibility. Yet doth man infer from the signs
the All-Compassing Author thereof, that One Whose tokens of
power have encompassed the horizons, and Whose evidences
of greatness have overshadowed all regions.

O thou dearly-loved one of Paradise! Though, for a while, the
fingers refrained from taking up the reins of utterance and the
tongue was long withheld from voicing a reply, yet hath thy
remembrance been the intimate companion of the people of
love, and the adornment of the gatherings of the true-hearted. I
entreat my bountiful Lord to keep thee safe beneath the shadow
of His Most Exalted Name, and to ordain for thee that which
is best in the life to come and in this first life. Verily, He is
powerful to do what He willeth.
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It behoveth thee, and all who have hearkened to the Call from
the Most Exalted Horizon, to turn to naught of all that is; to
see the world and all that is therein as mere dust, to leave it
behind you, and to turn wholly unto your Lord, the Lord of
creation. Shall the man of insight put his trust in that which
he seeth, in every moment and in all conditions, to be passing
away? Nay, by my Lord, the Most High!

Blessed is he whom neither riches withhold nor vain hopes
debar from turning unto the Lord of the beginning and the end.
Reflect, O people of understanding, upon the perishableness of
this world. Where now are the ranks of the Kisras and the
hosts of the Caesars? Where is the might of the Pharaohs, the
tyranny of the Nimrods, the ascendancy of the ‘Amaliq, the
power of the Maraziba? They have abandoned all that they
amassed, and parted from all that they treasured. Their houses
stand empty, their lofty roofs are fallen, whilst our Lord, the
Most Exalted, hath made all that appeareth in the kingdom a
reminder unto the men of insight and a lesson unto the people
of discernment.

Blessed is he who pondereth the tokens, graspeth the mysteries,
and is not debarred from that which his Lord, the Almighty,
the Unconstrained, hath willed for him.

O thou beloved one! Convey, on the faces of the friends, the
wondrous praises and exalted thanksgivings, and make mention
of them in a manner befitting their rank and their turning unto
the Lord of Names. Peace be upon thee and upon them at all
times.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, exalted be His glory.

Praise be to God, Who hath made plain the pathways of guid-
ance, delivered His loved ones from the darkness of heedless-
ness and error, and, through His power and sovereignty, in
this latter day, hath fulfilled that which He promised unto His
servants, through the intermediaries of His Revelation, in the
beginning. He hath sent down in His Tablets that wherein lie
sufficiency and fullness for such as seek; through them have
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men of sound mind and insight been guided unto the desired
goal.
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He is the Ruler, without beginning or end. We hallow and
glorify Him with His praise, and entreat Him for grace and
protection.

O thou who hast won the light of inner vision, and art illumined
by the lamp of the knowledge of the Lord of all being in this
day, which is the Day of God!

5 Thy letter, adorned with the pen of loyalty and breathing the

subtleties of intimacy and purity, hath reached Us; and therein
We recognized the degrees of thy love for thy Lord, and the
ranks of thy humility before Him unto Whom thou shalt return
and in Whose presence thou shalt abide.

i I beseech God, the Lord of Names and the King of creation, to

confirm thee in those deeds whereby thy station in His King-
dom may be exalted, and thy name may remain remembered in
His Realm of might. I entreat Him further to keep thee under
the shade of His protection, and to give thee, at every moment,
to drink of the Kawthar of His bounty and grace. Verily, He is
the Gentle, the Gracious. There is no God but He, the Most
High, the Most Great.

When I had read thy letter, I attained the court of presence,
and laid thy name in the august presence of the Lord of the
Day of Resurrection. Then was the fragrance of grace stirred,
and there descended, from the Kingdom of the loving care of
the Lord of Names, a remembrance on thy behalf. Exalted be
His sovereignty, exalted His proof! He saith:

O Ha before S,

The Greater Branch hath been present and hath made mention
of thee. We beseech God that He may assist thee to achieve
that which is the very cause and reason of the continuance of
existence.

Praise be to God that thou hast quaffed from the Kawthar of
Life which floweth from the direction of the All-Merciful, and
hast inclined thine ear to the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree.
This remembrance and this favour shall remain, in the King-
dom of God, abiding and enduring. Ere long shall that which
hath flowed from the Pen of the Most High become outwardly
manifest.

We entreat God to strengthen thee in the safeguarding of this
most exalted station. Verily, He is the All-Powerful, the All-
Determining. At all times thy remembrance hath been, and
still is, present before Us. This is a bounty from thy Lord
bestowed upon thee.

Convey, on Our behalf, the cry of Allah-u-Akbar unto the
friends of God — that is, unto those souls who are illumined
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by the effulgent rays of the True Dawn; and for each one of
them We supplicate that which hath had, and ever shall have,
no peer or likeness.

The glory from Our presence rest upon thee, and upon such as
are with thee and give ear unto thy words in this Most Great
Cause and this Great Announcement.

Praise be to God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

In all circumstances the heavenly
favours have encompassed you, and on most days your name
hath been mentioned upon the tongue of grace, and ye have
been sustained by the bounty of remembrance. Blessed art
thou, and blessed are they that have attained!

As to what thou didst write regarding the letters: until this day,
whatsoever epistle hath been received from thee, an answer
hath been revealed and despatched, and, assuredly, they have
all been attained and received.

And concerning what thou didst set down about the send-
ing of letters: thou hast written that through Alexandria and
‘Aliyyih (the post) matters are in order and no delay hath been
observed. Henceforth, however, if possible, despatch them di-
rectly to Alexandria to the friends there; from this side also a
written recommendation will be sent on their behalf. At the
close of each letter do thou note its number, that, should any
delay occur on the way, it may become evident which missive
hath been held back.

As to the items formerly sent — namely, paper, ink and book-
binding — they have all safely reached their destination. We
entreat God to ordain for thee the choicest recompense in this
world and the world to come, to make thee a standard of guid-
ance amidst His creatures, and a sign of steadfastness among
His servants. Verily, He is nigh and ready to answer.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Master and my
Hope! Thou beholdest the eye of him who seeketh Thee turned
toward the shore of Thy bounty and Thy grace, and his heart
expectant of the appearance of Thy tenderness and Thy loving-
kindness.

I beseech Thee by Thy Greatest, Thine All-Glorious Name, and
by Thy loftiest, Thine all-exalted Remembrance, to ordain for
him the good of the next world and of this, and to adorn him,
amidst the realm of creation, with the robe of Thy favour.

O my Lord! Even as Thou didst confirm him in the knowl-
edge of Thy Self in the Day of Return, do Thou now guard
him, beneath the shadow of Thy Name, the Almighty, the
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All-Bountiful; and vouchsafe unto him that which Thou hast
decreed, in Thy Book, for the sincere.

2 Strengthen, O God, Thy loved ones in Thy remembrance and

praise amidst Thy servants; enable them to stand firm in Thy
Cause; make them arise in Thy service; and guide, through
them, Thy heedless creatures unto the shore of Thy knowledge.

O my Lord, deprive not Thy servants of beholding the lights
of the Sun of Thy knowledge; for Thou hast created them for
guidance, not for abandonment in the wilderness of heedless-
ness and error.

Thou art He Who hast described Thy very Self as the All-
Bountiful, and Thy mercy hath encompassed the world. T en-
treat Thee to ordain for all that which beseemeth Thy gen-
erosity and is worthy of Thy munificence. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do what Thou willest. There is no God but Thee,
the Bestower, the Giver, the All-Generous.

Make mention, on behalf of this Servant, with wondrous praises
and exalted cries of Allah-u-Akbar of those friends of God who
are adorned with the robe of steadfastness; and magnify them.

The spirit and the glory rest upon thee and upon thy house-
hold.
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To: Ismullah Ha’

He is God, exalted is His station in majesty and power!

My spirit be a sacrifice for You! Some time ago, a petition
was submitted in the company of Nabil-i-Qabli-*Ali, upon him
be the glory of God. This servant has again desired to cause
trouble and occupy Your presence with these words which in
truth express the limitations of this servant. Whenever one of
the friends sets out for the abode of that Beloved One, this
servant involuntarily clings to writing and composition, that
perchance through this means he may be mentioned in Your
exalted service. Although it has been long since the fragrant
breezes of Your pen have passed by, nevertheless this servant
has not paused for a moment, continuously and successively
sending petitions and correspondence from various directions.
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Again in these days when his honor Amin, upon him be the
glory of God, was setting out for Your presence, this petition
was submitted. As commanded, it was decided that the afore-
mentioned should remain in this land and his journey was ex-
cused. However, afterward he himself requested to make one
journey to return and arrange his affairs in that direction and
come back quickly. Since he departed suddenly, therefore sev-
eral Tablets were sent specifically for Your presence and for
those related to You and for a few of the loved ones of God.
God willing, more will be sent hereafter.

If you ask about the conditions of the prison, sufficient is what
hath been revealed concerning it. In any case, this servant is
bewildered day and night that while the ocean of bounties is
manifest, the sun of favor is shining, the horizon of generosity is
luminous, and verses are being revealed like torrential rain, how
is it that people remain heedless and veiled, and have not been
moved by the breezes of the days of God which are in truth
the essence of life for all worlds and the cause of the quaking
of all that is in the heavens and earth. We bear witness as
God hath witnessed concerning them that they are dead, not
living. Although in one sense this servant observes that just
as it is, is beloved, as was said before: “Nothing in creation is
more perfect than what is.”

Blessed are the sincere ones. Today is the day of the sincere
ones. Today is the day of those drawn nigh. They drink from
the cups of recognition despite the people of creation, and they
partake of the Kawthar of life, hidden from those who have
denied the All-Merciful. Surely those souls are content with
these conditions, for they stand at the highest station of jeal-
ousy and certainly do not accept unworthy rivals. Well is it
with them and pleasant it is for them. My spirit and my being
be a sacrifice for them.

By the life of God, were my Lord and Master to permit me,
I would manifest in the world through His name that which
would cause every atom to dance, every created thing to be at-
tracted, and every weighty thing to hasten. All these veils are
caused by numerous souls, and they are the ignorant divines
who are known among the people by the name of learning. Nei-
ther do they themselves attain, nor are they content with the
attainment of others. May God protect us and the company of
the believers from these satans. But they have conceived vain
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imaginings. In their fancy, each day they cling to something
that might be the cause of their glory among people, heedless
that the Supreme Pen has struck out the word of glory that
was associated with them. Never will they find glory nor will
they see it. Like Qarun (Korah), they sink into the earth at
every moment.

Those who are not detached and are not spiritual will never
attain loftiness, even if they should cling to every means. The
difference is that Qarun sank into the physical earth, while such
souls sink into the earth of self and desire. We beseech God
to protect His loved ones from their evil, their schemes, their
deceit, their guile, their pride and their vanity. Consider that
from the day the divines in Iraq rose up in opposition, most
were seen to be abased and cast down, and some returned to
their abode in hellfire. What more can this evanescent servant
say? In truth it is a pity - nay a hundred pities - that mention
of such souls should flow from the pen in such days as these.
Shame upon them and their loyalty! Sufficient unto them is
what hath been revealed concerning them. Verily our Lord,
the All-Merciful, is the Revealer, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Convey greetings on behalf of this evanescent servant to all the
friends, and say to them on behalf of this servant: O friends!
Such days as these have never been seen nor shall be seen again.
Know ye their worth and, with perfect fellowship and unity, oc-
cupy yourselves with the remembrance of the Lord of the Day
of Judgment, that perchance ailing souls may drink from the
sea of healing and distant servants attain to the Kawthar of
nearness. For whatsoever is manifested from any soul today
shall endure as long as the kingdom of earth and heaven en-
dure. God willing, may all be refreshed and gladdened by the
vernal breezes of the All-Merciful. These breezes are not like
the known breezes that pass in an instant and cease. Rather
these are breezes that shall never be cut off from pure and
holy hearts, for they waft from the direction of the garment
of the Beloved and pass from the Most Great Prison which is
the seat of the throne of the All-Merciful. Blessed is he who
hath found and known! Blessed is he who hath inhaled and
breathed in! Blessed is he who hath turned toward Him with
his breast stripped bare of coverings! And blessed is he who
hath turned wholly unto Him, sanctified from all directions!

Whatever I might say is in truth little, even though it be
much. Therefore brevity is best. Verily our All-Knowing Lord
is the Interpreter, the All-Informed. In any case, in these days
the honored Amin beareth witness that this servant hath not
had and hath not the opportunity to speak, for matters have
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reached such a pass that I am continuously present and occu-
pied with the revelation of verses, as petitions have arrived and
continue to arrive from all directions. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to assist me in that which I have been commanded. To-
day, although there remain many writings that must be com-
pleted today, nevertheless permission was obtained from the
Source of Grandeur and I became occupied with writing this
letter, out of my love for your honor, O thou who hast aided
the Cause of our Lord, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Ali, in Hazarj

He is God, exalted be He in wisdom and utterance

Observe what the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an:
“No Messenger cometh unto them but they did mock Him.”
Likewise He saith: “When Our clear signs came to them, they
said: ‘This is plain sorcery.”’ Adam came, and they denied
Him. When it came to Moses’ turn, the Pharaohs rejected Him.
The Son of Mary appeared, and the learned among the idol-
worshippers and the Jews objected and denied that Supreme
Grace in such wise that were it to be mentioned, the lamenta-
tions of the world would be raised. And when the sweet savors
of the All-Merciful wafted from the direction of Hijaz and the
Day Star of Manifestation - the Seal of the Prophets - dawned
from the horizon of Batha, the Jewish, Christian and idola-
trous divines rose up in opposition and issued the verdict for
the shedding of His most pure blood.

In every age and cycle when the Sun of Truth hath shone forth
from the horizon of the Divine Will, all have striven to extin-
guish its light, save whom God wished. And afterwards came
the Herald, Who gave the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God
to all. And when the appointed time arrived and the hidden,
treasured Secret, which had been recorded by the Supreme Pen
in all the divine Books, descended from the heaven of the Com-
mand with the banners of verses and standards of clear proofs,
all denied Him.

And the divines of Persia - the Shi’ih sect - perpetrated that
which no other sect had ever done, and committed that which
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caused the clouds to cry out and the heavens to wail. From
the beginning until now, He hath been in the hands of His
enemies - at times imprisoned in the land of Ta under chains
and fetters, at times in other lands under the claws of the
wicked. Finally, they carried Him as a captive from land to
land until they assigned Him to this Most Great Prison and

Most Mighty Stronghold.

I swear by the ocean of the All-Merciful’s utterance that in all
conditions We have been and are thankful. Divine love trans-
formeth hardship into ease and severity into relief. Tribulation
in His path is acceptable and beloved by the lovers and the
eager ones. The sincere and near ones have freely sacrificed
and continue to sacrifice their lives in the path of the Beloved
of the worlds.

Reflect upon his honor the martyr who was named ‘Ali in
the Kingdom of Names. By the life of God, he proceeded
to the place of sacrifice with such joy and eagerness that the
denizens of the Supreme Paradise and the Highest Garden all
proclaimed “Well done, O ‘Ali!” The holy ones of Paradise
came forth to welcome him, and all remembered him, saying
“Enter, enter, O ‘Ali!” Were this station to be revealed, all
would abandon the world and whatsoever is therein, and would
turn unto that which is with God.

O Siyyid ‘Ali, upon thee be My glory! Thy name hath been
mentioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and this per-
spicuous Tablet hath dawned for thee specifically from the hori-
zon of the grace of the Lord of the worlds. Give thanks to the
Desired One of the world for this great bounty.

Convey My greetings and praise to the loved ones of God and
say: O people of God! Today the call of the Divine Lote Tree
and the trilling of the Supreme Pen are raised. The ocean of
utterance surgeth before the faces of all peoples, and the sun
of knowledge shineth from the horizon of will. Hold fast unto
truth and be free from all else. The opposers and barking ones
have intended to lead the servants astray. Protect yourselves
through the name of Truth. It may well be that from this
land too there will arise one who barketh. We beseech God to
set ablaze the friends of that land with the fire of the divine
Lote Tree and illumine them with the light of His Cause, that
all may attain unto supreme steadfastness and pass by all else
save God like unto lightning.

O people of God! The Shi’ih sect counted themselves as the
most learned, the most enlightened and the most excellent
among all the peoples of the world, yet on the Day of Judgment
they were seen to be the most lost among the nations. This

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dg e ;}wg\ﬁ'f\) 4%7.\,;}:
S el s 53 G b (nl.i\ Jal 51 558
Il 5 Jodr 2 b (2 i 53 26
s lasl Qe od g2 ks 5 u‘K/i—tJ
Ol 0o b oy by Sbs Tl falig o 2L

Kok e J# Sl a5 il

se3n S s ! w55 o7 CJL:.J’.’-(w;
Q:X&),\;u&b\)@)’é\;f&@
&‘JQWJJ}J}«MM)A%L)‘)

)JOKJ‘)\waﬂ)wﬂJ&u’&uw‘
deles 5 055 Bl Ol Cp o

uﬁd&g‘s-\\‘&wubﬁ
Js‘-@Lw\ Gt 4l and 1216 K5 STV
fww;&‘w‘}h\{:}&‘bj\.\e
JW\JJJ)JA\OLL(}L;QW&
Qﬁ)u\h‘d}ﬂubf&_)w).&}}c
sph CatS el S5 e b ool ool
m,c&u@,x,;iﬁx&u,g;;\u{

LU 4y

el ol el Sl el d b

s ke B (e ERCEBLES
O A st GLA 5 pesaz Gl

Sz Job O 1 dle 5 ke
L& s Ol 55 Ol 1y (A Ol
#ﬁﬂ;@u‘gwé\x}'}/\ﬂé\g}

D) G\;‘ il oy plol Ol 2 5 w80 !

.\,‘Lé&iféédﬂwnb\@\)\écg\:ﬂ

A (paeliy o re S0 5 BB Ees )
Lis > wa Iy s Klosst sle Mol
by b o o) G 5l st Lt il
o3k 5l 1y 2,1 O s ey g ) 25
w&mbfl;)}.»fbr).xb)w

Gx Osr 4 S b ) g s S S
.a\:).&

s el Bl o et O Al O L

Cu i plask s sbe lael 5 053 55 § 4

106

ot



Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH00995

loss proceeded from the divines, for in ages past they educated
the people in vain imaginings, and even now they await the
emergence of an imaginary one from an imaginary city. Such
is the state of the divines of the past.

O Siyyid ‘Ali! When thou hast received My Tablet and inhaled
the fragrance of My utterance, say: My God, my God, my
Goal, my Beloved, my Worshipped One, my Hope, my Desire
and my Refuge! I beseech Thee by Thy Cause through which
the ocean of knowledge surged in the contingent world and the
horizon of utterance was illumined by the sun of proof, to aid
me in Thy remembrance, Thy praise and the service of Thy
loved ones.

O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thy most exalted
horizon, acknowledging Thy oneness and Thy singleness, O
Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens! T testify that
through Thy manifestation the decree of resurrection was re-
vealed, the Hour came to pass, the mountains were moved, the
Trumpet was blown, and all who are in the heavens and on
earth were thunderstruck, save those whom Thou didst deliver
through Thy bounty and shelter beneath the pavilions of Thy
grace.

O Lord! Separation from Thee hath caused my death, and my
liver hath melted from remoteness from the court of Thy near-
ness. I beseech Thee by the power through which Thou didst
transform remoteness into nearness and darkness into light, to
ordain for me by Thy Most Exalted Pen that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy chosen ones and trusted ones. Then cause
me, O my God, to be so set ablaze with the fire of Thy love
that Thy servants may be enkindled thereby.

O Lord! Thou seest mine eyes fixed upon the horizon of Thy
bounty, my outer and inner hands raised toward the heaven
of Thy mercy, and my heart turned toward Thy direction. I
beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Abraham prevailed
over Nimrod, Moses over Pharaoh, and Muhammad over Abu-
Jahl, to enable me to do that which befitteth Thy days and
beseemeth Thy Cause.

Then forgive, O my God, Thy loved ones whose hearts were
troubled in adversity and who were seized with fear in times
of trials. Then adorn them with the ornament of Thy pardon
and bounty, and ordain for them the reward of what they have
wrought in Thy path and that which beseemeth the heavens
of Thy favors and the suns of Thy gifts. Thou art, verily, the
One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth. There is
none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Compelling,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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At the end of the Book, We counsel the friends of that land to
love the kindred of the Martyr, upon him and upon them be
the glory of God, His light, and the glory of all who are in the
heavens and the earth. Blessed is he who acteth in accordance
with what hath been commanded in the Book of God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

He is the Most Wondrous, the All-Glorious

My spirit, my very being, and all that my Beloved hath be-
stowed upon me be a sacrifice unto Thee! Praise be to God
Who hath illumined our hearts with the light of Thy Holy Book
and our breasts with the radiance of Thy gracious utterance. It
is as though I have gathered choice and goodly fruits from the
Divine Lote-Tree at this moment, which have been presented
before Thy face. From the Source of Command was revealed:

O thou who bearest the name of Mihdi! May you ever be oc-
cupied with the remembrance of God and His service. I ask
of Him and beseech Him to answer, by virtue of His sovereign
might, as one of His servants who was related to the Son had
beseeched Him, that He may strengthen us in the face of op-
pressive onslaughts, for verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty,
and that He may shelter us in the fortress of His favors, boun-
ties and grace, and so forth.

Thy Lord hath answered all of this even before thy supplication,
inasmuch as He hath aided thee to serve Him, to promulgate
His Cause, and to mention His Name amongst His servants,
and hath protected thee from the insinuations of the sinful
and the doubts of the deniers, and hath made thee steadfast
in times of trial and test. For such a Lord befitteth glorifica-
tion, magnification and praise. He is, verily, the Mighty, the
Peerless.

That which you had written concerning the circulation of
copies of the Tablets was most pleasing. In truth, the divine
Word is like the vernal breezes of God’s tender mercy for all
creation - the more it bloweth and passeth by, the sweeter
and more excellent it becometh. This is of God’s grace unto
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them. Previously certain Tablets were revealed to you wherein
were recorded from the Pen of the Most High explanations
regarding the revelation of certain verses of the Qur’an and
some of the stories of the first believers. Those Tablets, nay
rather all that hath been sent to you, should be dispatched
to all lands, for they will prove most beneficial. Some of
the servants are aware of what hath come to pass but know
not what shall come to pass, therefore such Tablets will
prove beneficial. Those to whom copies are sent should make
copies thereof and send them to other regions. Although this
wondrous Cause is one that hath no likeness in all that hath
gone before or shall come after, blessed is he who beholdeth
it with his own eyes, detached from all that he hath heard
In any case, befitting service to the Cause is
expected of you; whatsoever you have done hath been and is
acceptable.

aforetime.

i Concerning what you wrote about sending to the land of KH-

R-T, by My life, We love to hear their call at all times. We have
not forgotten them, but rather remember them as befitting and
proper. Verily your Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful. God
willing, after the way is truly opened, We shall send to them
that which will cause their spirits to soar and their eyes to be
consoled.

And regarding what you wrote about F-A-R-S, his book was
presented at the Most Great Scene and an answer was revealed
and sent. However, they must act with perfect wisdom. They
must never explicitly speak of the Revealer and Sender. Most
people are immature and as infants. When a child is born from
its mother, it must be given milk, not meat and heavy foods, so
that step by step it may be nurtured and reach a stage where
it can partake of various fruits and manifold bounties.

You must greatly emphasize concealment of the Cause, wis-
dom, and tolerance with people. Although teaching was com-
manded in the Tablet, this is not intended or desired in these
days. They must act according to people’s capacity. The more
matters remain concealed in these days, the better. Previously
a Tablet was specifically revealed for them but was not sent.
We beseech God that he remain firm and steadfast. The ulti-
mate bounty regarding him is that his mention was recorded
by the Eternal Pen in the Divine Tablet. Blessed is he, again
blessed is he. If at any time he intends to turn towards this
land, you must surely prevent him. The explicit command is
that no one should turn towards this direction except with his
Lord’s permission.
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Convey greetings from the True One to N-S. Say: God has
seized him who cast you into the well. Verily He is the De-
liverer of the lovers and the Destroyer of the idolaters. Like-
wise convey sublime greetings to Khalil of the land of S and
Darvish and other loved ones of God, and especially to Aga
Muhammad-Rida who burns in the fire of separation, and con-
vey countless greetings to his family. The Glory be upon you
and upon those with you and your family.

My very being and essence be a sacrifice unto Thee. Thou
hadst expressed Thy deprivation from the Most Great Festi-
vals. This year, in this land as well, matters were not con-
ducted in accordance with the customary practice; the details
thereof were set forth in the former petition and shall attain the
blessed sight. Yet that blessed Person hath in no wise been,
nor is, deprived; for I bear witness that Thy remembrance
hath ever been present. God willing, we cherish the hope that
hereafter they may act in conformity with Thy longing and
desire—that is, that Thou mayest, at all times and in every
festival, quaff the limpid waters of nearness, meeting, presence,
and reunion. With mine eyes fixed upon the all-embracing
favours of that Beloved One, I supplicate that the mention of
the sincerity of this evanescent one, together with his respect-
ful salutations, may be conveyed to each of the loved ones of
that land who are present in the holy Presence. All the loved
ones, one by one, offer before that blessed Person their bound-
less expressions of devotion and fidelity; and likewise they send
unto those friends their earnest salutations. The Branches, the
Leaves, and the Offshoots of the Divine Lote-Tree convey won-
drous remembrance from God and lofty Baha’i greetings. The
dwellers within the pavilion of the sacred household utter and
convey unto that blessed Person and unto the holy household
the most exquisite and exalted salutations.

My soul be a sacrifice unto Thee. A petition was laid before
Him on Friday, the tenth of this month, together with a copy
of Thy Tablet which had previously been sent, and likewise the
weighty Tablet which had been revealed on the preceding night
and presented, the copy whereof Jinab-i-Jud—upon him be the
Glory of God—wrote and sendeth. The original of that Tablet
was dispatched, and the details were set forth. God willing, it
shall attain the most holy and most luminous presence.

The servant of God, dated Thursday 16 Safar, Ha ‘Ayn A’zam
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He is the All-Knowing Expositor, He is the Hearing, the An-
swering

Praise befitteth and is meet for the Desired One of the world
Who, through the grace of the Most Great Name, hath be-
stowed upon all peoples the Kawthar of knowledge and un-
derstanding, and through the Most Exalted Word hath raised
aloft before all faces the standard “The Kingdom is God’s.”
The might of the oppressors, the prohibition of the deniers,
and the clamor of the ignorant did not withhold Him. The
ocean of generosity is surging in such wise as to encompass
the realm of being and the kingdom of heaven, and the sun of
grace is shining in such wise as to illumine all the worlds of
sciences and arts. Glorious is His favor, exalted His dominion,
and mighty His proof!

The light shining from the horizon of the heaven of bounty and
bestowal be upon the hands of His Cause, who have taken hold
of His Book with a power that the hosts of rejection and the
manifestations of denial could not withstand. These are they
whom God hath described in His mighty Book, both aforetime
and in these days: “Men whom neither merchandise nor traffic
beguile from the remembrance of God,” and in another pas-
sage: “They speak not until He hath spoken, and they do as
they are bidden.” Through them hath God revealed His Cause
and His sovereignty, through them hath He guided mankind
unto His straight Path and His mighty Announcement, and
through them have His traces been spread abroad, His signs
been exalted, and His lights been manifested. Verily our Lord
is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth, and
in His grasp are the reins of all things, of the former and latter
generations.

Thereafter, on this blessed day, when four hours of the day had
passed, this servant proceeded to the Most Exalted Paradise
and the Supreme Garden, and after attaining the presence be-
fore His face, the tongue of grandeur spoke these decisive words
and manifest verses, He spoke and His word is the truth: “O
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Majd, His honor Khalil, upon him be the glory of his Lord, the
Glorious, hath sent a letter. Praise be to God, through His spe-
cial favors the friends of those regions have been blessed and
the fire of love hath been kindled in hearts and souls. We be-
seech God to aid them to remember and praise Him and to
serve His Cause, to rain down upon them from the clouds of
His mercy the showers of His bounty, and to give them to drink,
from the hand of His bestowal, the Kawthar of His utterance.
He is verily the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

“O Khalil!l At this moment the letter hath attained Our pres-
ence and this Wronged One hath personally read it. Blessed
art thou, inasmuch as We have inhaled from thee the fragrance
of steadfastness in this Announcement whereby the pillars of
them that have denied the Day of Judgment have been shaken.
Say: O people, fear the All-Merciful and be not of the wrongdo-
ers. The proof hath come, and the Day-Star of certitude hath
shone forth from the horizon of the heaven of utterance of God,
the Lord of the worlds. Beware lest the conditions of the wicked
and the deeds of the immoral grieve you. Leave them to them-
selves, turning unto God, the Single One, the All-Informed.
They have violated God’s Covenant and His Testament, and
have committed that which hath caused the Faithful Spirit to
lament. The oppressor in the land of Ya hath perpetrated that
which hath caused the hearts of the chosen ones to burn and
the livers of the sincere ones to melt, and there hath appeared
in the land of Ta that whereof We had forewarned you in Our
Most Holy Book. With Him is the knowledge of all things in a
clear Record. The wrongdoers shall soon find the recompense
of their deeds. Thy Lord, verily, is the Avenger, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

“Say: O people of God! Let not the manifestations of idle
fancies frighten you, nor the dawning-places of vain imagin-
ings sadden you - they who have denied God’s signs and His
testimony and have rejected this straight Path. We have an-
nounced to them Him Who conversed on Sinai, this Revelation
Who hath seated Himself upon the throne of utterance at the
heart of contingent being, despite every ignorant remote one
and every heedless doubter. When thou hast attained unto
the Euphrates of thy Lord’s mercy which hath flowed from His
Most Exalted Pen, and hast heard His most sweet call, say:

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me to the
horizon of Thy manifestation, given me to drink of the Kawthar
of Thy knowledge, and made me to know the Dayspring of
Thy verses and the Dawning-place of Thy clear tokens. I be-
seech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou hast subdued
all that was and all that shall be, to protect me from the evil
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of Thine enemies and to strengthen me to stand firm in Thy
love. Then I beseech Thee, O Lord of the worlds, by Thy Most
Excellent and Most Ancient Name, to assist His Majesty the
Sultan and his loved ones to turn towards Thee and to face
the lights of Thy countenance. O Lord! Aid him to protect
Thy sheep from the wolves of Thy earth. Then write for him
that which will draw him nigh unto Thee and give him to drink
of the Kawthar of Thy knowledge. Then make known to him,
O my God, the nature of Thy loved ones whose hearts Thou
hast purified from rancor and hatred, from corruption and con-
tention. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent, the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful. O Lord! Adorn Thy loved ones with beau-
teous patience and noble steadfastness, illumine them with the
light of Thy knowledge, and assist them to turn towards Thy
servants and guide them in Thy days. Verily, Thou art the
Compassionate, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Praise be to God! The Sun of proof hath shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of utterance with such brilliance that
those who would describe, remember, or speak of it all find
themselves powerless and wanting. Who can count the waves
of the ocean of His utterance, and who can encompass the ef-
fulgences of the light of His bounty? Each day a new scroll is
revealed and each night a book appeareth. Glory be to God!
Despite this supreme grace which hath encompassed both the
seen and unseen worlds, the people remain heedless and veiled.
What intoxication hath seized the world of knowledge? Despite
the raising of the call and the appearance of the banners of the
Lord of all beings, all remain asleep in the slumber of heedless-
ness. The cry hath not awakened them and the trumpet hath
had no effect. In all conditions one must hold fast to the cord
of grace and cling to the hem of bounty, that perchance the
servants may not remain deprived in this blessed Day.

This servant submitteth and saith: O my God, my Lord, and
my Support! Thou seest those who are near and those who
have turned towards Thee in the hands of such of Thy servants
as have turned away from Thee, and there hath befallen them
in their love for Thee that which hath caused the dwellers of
Thy Kingdom and Thy Realm to lament. O Lord! Assist them
to turn in repentance to Thy gate and to return to the court of
Thy holiness. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

As for the mention made of Aqa Khan and other loved ones,
upon them be the Glory of God, after their names were submit-
ted before the Most Holy Court, there was revealed for each
one that which the world and all that is therein cannot equal.
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This is what was revealed for Aqa Khan, upon him be the
Glory of the All-Merciful.

O BT old Iy b lde sl dolbes O
oA sl e
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BHO01044

To: Ismi et al.

He is God, Exalted be His Glory: Wisdom and Utterance

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! The letter from His
Honor ‘T’ which he sent to thee was received and the fragrance
of love and steadfastness wafted from it. Blessed is he and his
father and his mother whom We named ‘Mother of the Near
Ones’ in the Crimson Tablet from the Supreme Pen. Mention
was made of His Honor Ismu’llah Jamal, upon him be My glory,
that he had turned towards the land of M. Verily he is under
the gaze of his Lord’s grace, the Compassionate, the Generous.
We beseech God to strengthen him and assist him with hosts of
angels to help his Lord through wisdom and utterance. Blessed
is he and whoever loves him for My sake. We, from this station,
send Our greetings to the faces of My loved ones who have held
fast to the cord of My wisdom and acted according to what they
were commanded in My perspicuous Book.

O My Name! We have commanded and continue to command
all to wisdom. All must hold fast unto it and cling to it. In
these days the Supreme Pen is at all times occupied with the
mention of the loved ones. Despite the tribulations that have
descended and the afflictions that have befallen Us, the Pen
has not ceased. Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory, repeat-
edly mentioned in Our presence ‘I’ and the members of that
household, both male and female, upon them be the glory of
God and His grace. Each has been favored with special grace.
We beseech God that He may enable all to serve the Cause
and to that which will perpetuate their mention throughout
the dominion of the kingdom and the realm above.

And likewise thou hadst made mention of Umm-i-Haydar. Ver-
ily, We have remembered her as a grace from Our presence,
and no remembrance can equal My remembrance, neither all
the praises of the world nor whatsoever is possessed by the na-
tions. Blessed is he that attaineth thereunto, and woe betide
him that remaineth heedless; such a one is indeed numbered,
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in the Book of God, the Lord of all worlds, among the most
grievous losers.

5 In these days the travelers have arrived and abide beneath the

sheltering shade. Ibn-i-Ismi and Asdag—upon both of them be
the Most Glorious Beauty of God—have attained unto visita-
tion, presence, attentive hearing, and beholding. Thou hadst
made mention of that household, and each one of its members
hath anew been remembered in the Most Holy Presence. Well
is it with them! O My namesake! Upon thee be My glory.
Concerning the jewels and the collyrium thou hadst written:
We make reply that His honor (‘A. T.) hath attained unto his
reward, whether the collyrium prove effective or not.

O My namesake! Upon ‘Inayat and his sister be My glory.
They too have been remembered in the Most Holy Presence.
We convey exaltation unto the people of God in the land of
Ta’, and announce unto them glad tidings through the light of
favor and the fire of the Divine Lote-Tree. O people of God!
Know ye the worth of these days, and cleave unto that which
is meet and seemly. Today, righteous deeds and praiseworthy
virtues are accounted the hosts of God. Blessed are the souls
who have conquered hearts and minds through these armies.
O people of God! In all times fix your gaze upon this most
exalted word which hath shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of power: “He doeth whatsoever He willeth and or-
daineth whatsoever He pleaseth.” By the life of God! Within
this blessed word there lieth hidden the ocean of steadfastness
and assurance. Whoso attaineth thereunto and drinketh there-
from shall behold himself steadfast and composed. Strive ye,
that haply ye may attain unto this blessed word and find the
Beloved. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
My bounty be upon you and upon every steadfast and upright
soul. Praise be to God, the Mighty, the Great.

O My namesake! The letter of Muhammad-Hasan—upon him
be My glory—which he had sent unto thee, was observed. From
it We inhaled the fragrance of his turning unto My horizon and
his directing himself unto My countenance, and We beheld him
speaking My praise and arising to serve My Cause. We beseech
God to aid him, sustain him, and ordain for him the good of
this world and of the world to come. Verily, He is the Hearer,
the Answerer. Repeatedly hath his mention flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he, and blessed those with him,
and his mother and his sister. We bear witness that they both
attained unto My presence, stood at the door of My greatness,
beheld My horizon, returned by My leave, and uttered My fair
praise.
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O people of God! This Wronged One, in the year gone by, was
afflicted by the cruelty of a treacherous oppressor: on the one
hand by the wrongs of the wrongdoers, and on the other by
the ascension of Kalim, whom We adorned with the raiment
of acceptance and made one of the branches of My Lote-Tree.
Verily, the Cause is in the grasp of My power. We commemo-
rate whomsoever We will with whatsoever We will, and bestow
upon whomsoever We desire whatsoever We please. Yet tribu-
lations and sorrows have not withheld, nor shall they withhold,
the Most Exalted Pen. It moveth and circlest within the arena
of utterance, and He is the Speaking, the All-Knowing.

We make mention of Mulla Muhammad-Rida. O Muhammad-
Rida! The luminary of favor hath turned toward thee from the
horizon of the heaven of the Most Exalted Pen and shone forth
upon thee. Rejoice, then, and be thou of the thankful. Say: O
concourse of divines! Die in your wrath. The Hour hath come
while ye slept; the Cry hath been raised while ye remained
heedless. Say: The breeze of God passed over you while ye
were as dead. Say: Lift up your heads! The Sun shineth
from the horizon of the heaven of Revelation, would that ye
might perceive, would that ye might behold. The rustling and
the whispering have arisen, would that ye might hear. Say:
Deprive not yourselves of the Most Great Sea. Fear ye the
All-Merciful; He hath desired for you naught but good, did ye
but know.

And at this moment We make mention of him who was named
‘Ali-Muhammad, that he may rejoice and be of the thankful.
Verily, We remembered him when My handmaid—she who at-
tained unto My presence and turned unto My radiant horizon—
stood before My face. O ‘Ali-Muhammad! We have remem-
bered thee, and We remember thy father who ascended unto
the Most Exalted Horizon by a decree from God, the Lord of
all worlds. The breaths of My verses encompassed him before
his ascension and after it, and I am indeed the Compassion-
ate, the Generous. Blessed is the soul that ascended in My
days and attained unto the remembrance of My Most Exalted
Pen, at a time when the seat of the Throne was in this mighty
Prison. Praise be to God! All the souls mentioned have at-
tained, and have been illumined by the effulgent rays of the
Sun of My utterance. The glory be upon them and upon every
steadfast and upright soul.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of power and glory.

Praise be to God who hath kindled the lamps of utterance
within the crystal globes of knowledge and divine understand-
ing; who, by their light, hath guided the people of discernment
to the gardens of eternal life, and directed the possessors of
sound judgement to the paradises of intimacy and faithfulness.
By these same lights He hath caused the trees of existence to
yield the fruits of unveiling and inward vision, and from the
very blackness of ink hath He brought forth the Kawthar of
life immortal for the people of love and devotion.

Can His all-encompassing bounty be numbered? Can His out-
poured grace, so limitless and unconfined, be measured or re-
turned? Can any tongue reckon the wondrous tokens of His
loving-kindness, or the subtle favours of His tender mercy?

How shall non-existence set about counting what floweth from
the pure realm of pre-existence? How shall the feeble and
impotent creature attempt to enumerate the attributes of his
Lord, the Almighty, the All-Powerful? Verily He hath sanc-
tified His own Self from being compassed by knowledge, and
exalted His Essence above whatsoever the denizens of the realm
of limitation can attain or comprehend. Glorified and exalted
is He above that which the perceivers perceive, the describers
describe, and the praisers seek to extol.

5 From everlasting His power hath encompassed the world of be-

ing, and His irresistible Will hath dominated all peoples and
kindreds of the earth. He willeth, and He commandeth; He
desireth, and He decreeth; He bestoweth, and He measureth
out. For us, in describing Him, there is naught but sheer
impotence and restriction. We know His might through our
own weakness, His wealth through our poverty, His strength
through our frailty, His all-encompassing grasp through our
utmost striving.

; Thus do we come to know our Lord through the knowledge

of our own selves; and again, from another station, when we
behold the evidences of His power within us, the mysteries of
His handiwork in our inmost beings, the impress of the efful-
gence of the Sun of His knowledge upon our hearts, and the
tokens of the marvels of His wisdom in our bodies and souls,
by these signs do we infer that He is the Almighty, the All-
Subduing, the Unconstrained. Otherwise, no finite thing can
find a path unto Him who hath declared His very Being to be
the Necessary Existence, and no link or bond can be forged
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betwixt the world of limitation and Him who is exalted above
all limitation.

And peace and praise rest upon the well-springs of His wis-
dom, the dawning-places of His knowledge and power, the
Manifestations of His glory and might — those by whose guid-
ance the people of insight have attained unto that which up-
lifteth mankind to the pinnacles of wisdom and sound judge-
ment; through whose light the breasts have been expanded,
the hearts made glad, the souls exalted; and by whose rain
the servants have reached the meadows of amity, concord and
rectitude, and have been nourished with the fruits of love and
affection in the gardens of unity and fellowship. And upon
those also who are illumined by their lamp, who seek blessing
from their very breaths, who behold their radiance, follow in
their footsteps, and stand, night and morn, engaged in praise
and remembrance amidst the realm of creation.

And now, thy first and second letters have been received, and
I have become fully apprised of all that they contained. Al-
though a few days have elapsed ere this reply was penned, yet
God, exalted be He, is witness to state and word alike, that
the remembrance of the spiritual friends is continually present,
and that your memory is the very cause of joy and gladness,
and the source of the expansion of hearts and breasts. From
the manifold tokens of the divine favours and the wondrous
bestowals of the Lord of grace do we supplicate and hope that
thyself and the other friends may be sheltered beneath the
shade of His bounty, and that with the Salsabil of meanings,
welling forth from the springs of those luminous words, He may
render the soil of your hearts verdant and flourishing.

He is the All-Bounteous, whose grace hath encompassed the
whole world, and the All-Merciful, whose munificence hath
embraced all peoples and nations. Every being hath drawn
a portion from His bounty, and every true seeker hath par-
taken of the outpourings of His tenderness. Glory be to God!
What a banquet is spread in the realm of existence, and what
rapture and gladness stand revealed and manifest! Would that
the people might but know, and might turn themselves toward
their Lord!

Exalted be His glory! At all times hath He sent forth into
this world the Manifestations of His power and might, for the
uplifting of souls, the purification of hearts, and the ease and
well-being of His creatures. Them hath He made to appear,
through the subtleties of wisdom and the marvels of grace and
compassion, that they may, by spiritual qualities, by gentle
words and wondrous utterances, summon His servants to the
gardens of intimacy and love, to the paradises of unity and
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accord, and may guide them to the station of nearness and the
assemblage of holiness.

It is evident, unto the people of knowledge and insight, that
if the advent of the Manifestations of God proceeded not from
the command and Will of the Lord, exalted be His glory, never
would those sanctified Temples of Being have been able to bear
the manifold vicissitudes and ordeals that befell them, nor to
endure such calamities as were inflicted upon them by the peo-
ple of tyranny, aggression, injustice and transgression, nor to
be well-pleased, to this degree, with such tribulations and hard-
ships. Verily, their suffering in the days of adversity and afflic-
tion, and their constancy amid the onslaught of trials in the
path of the Lord of creation, bear a clear witness to the reality
of their Cause.

Blessed are the souls who, by following the traces of these well-
springs of mysteries, have entered the Paradise of knowledge,
have been sustained by the fruits of wisdom and exposition,
and have attained, through steadfastness and certitude, unto
the vesture of true victory. They, verily, are the triumphant,
the successful, the ones who have attained, and in the gardens
of nearness abide forever, delighting in the bounties of divine
grace.

Thy third letter also hath reached Us, and hath become the
cause of joy and gladness. By way of allusion thou didst voice
a gentle complaint at the delay in reply. Since thou art not
apprised of the circumstances of this land and of the perpetual
occupations that press upon Us, thou art excused. We hope
that thou mayest ever attain unto that which is best for thee
in the end and in the beginning, and be enabled to accom-
plish that which is the cause of salvation, of life, and of the
perpetuation of thy good name in the divine realms.

Look not upon this world and all that hath been created
therein, but rather upon the Kingdom of thy Lord, the Lord
of Names. Whatsoever is stamped with the seal of mortality,
whose transience and evanescence are clearly manifest, is
unworthy of regard or attachment. We beseech God to open
the eyes of humankind, that they may turn towards the Most
Great Outlook, behold with their own eyes the perishableness
of this dusty world, and, through His bounty, be raised up
into the everlasting and abiding realm.

Verily, He is the Most Generous, the All-Bountiful. There is no
God but He, the Bestower, the All-Giving, the Most Exalted,
the Most Great.

Glory and praise rest upon thee, and upon the steadfast lovers
of God. Praise be to God, the Lord of the knowers, the God
of the truly wise.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar et al.

He is God, exalted be His station, the Remembrance and the
Utterance

This is a Book from the Wronged One to him who has turned
and hastened unto God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. O
Muhammad! We testify that thou hast soared on the wings
of longing unto the Lord of the Day of the Covenant. Thou
didst arrive and present thyself before the Gate, and didst hear
the Call from the Dawning-Place of grandeur, and didst attain
that which the near ones have attained. Render thanks unto
God for this great bounty.

O Taqi! Hear My call once again. Counsel the people to fear
God and to that whereby His wondrous Cause may be uplifted.
Say: Beware lest the doubts of the people of the Bayan with-
hold you from your Lord, the All-Merciful. Leave them behind
you, turning unto the Tree of Revelation whereon the Inter-
locutor of the Mount doth speak: “Verily, there is no God but
Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

O son of Abhar! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord
of destiny. Be thou vocal in My remembrance, turn thy face
unto My countenance, take hold of My Book with the strength
bestowed by Me, arise to serve My Cause, and turn unto Mine
all-glorious horizon, at whose appearance the horizons pros-
trated themselves and the lights bowed down in humility. Thus
have We sent down the verses and expounded them in truth,
as a grace from Us upon thee, and I am the All-Bountiful, the
All-Generous.

Go forth with My Book unto My lands and remind My loved
ones and give them the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness and
My mercy. Say: God is with you under all conditions. We
hear and We see, and I am the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
Fear God, O people, and follow not those who have exchanged
the ocean for a drop and certitude for idle fancies. These are
among the most lost, as recorded in a clear tablet.

We testify that thou wert present and didst mention the people
of Qaf who fulfilled God’s Covenant and His Testament and
were among the steadfast. And thou didst mention the people
of Za who cast away vain imaginings, clinging to the cord of
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certitude. We testify that We heard from thee mention of the
people of Ta who believed in the Lord of Names and Creator of
the heavens, and the people of Qaf and Mim and Kaf. Rejoice
thou at My testimony and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Thou
the Goal of the mystics.

We make mention of Our loved ones in Sad and give them glad-
tidings of the signs of God, the Lord of the worlds. O people
of Sad! The Lord of creation hath turned toward you from the
prison quarter and beareth witness to your acceptance, your
devotion, your humility and your submissiveness to a Cause
before which the necks of the idolaters have bowed. There
hath befallen you in the path of God that which hath caused
the Holy Spirit and them that circle round My mighty Throne
to weep. Ye have been forced to leave your homes by reason
of what hath befallen you. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Nothing whatsoever es-
capeth His knowledge, to this every discerning mystic doth
testify. What aileth Me that I behold the wolf pursuing My
sheep? Say: Fear God, O people, and be not of the wrongdoers.
We counsel you to manifest the greatest steadfastness in this
Cause whereby the faces of the idolaters have been darkened.

O My loved ones in Abhar! The Wronged One hath turned
toward you from the prison quarter and hath mentioned you
in such wise as cannot be equaled by the wealth of the rich nor
by all that the kings and rulers possess. He who was present
before Us made mention of you; thus have We remembered you
in this clear Tablet.

O Qamsar! The breezes of the All-Merciful have wafted over
thee and thou hast attained that which most cities of the world
have not attained. Recognize thou this great bounty. We coun-
sel thee to preserve what thou hast been given by God, the
Mighty, the Praiseworthy. The crier hath cried out, the raven
hath croaked, and the Dove of the Throne hath spoken: “There
is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Beauteous.” We make men-
tion of Our loved ones in thee and bid them to be steadfast in
this momentous News. That which We foretold you hath come
to pass, when the Light was shining from the horizon of Zawra
and in the Land of Mystery and in this noble station.

We make mention of Our loved ones and friends in Mim and
Alif, and give them the glad-tidings of My mercy that hath
preceded all who are in the heavens and on earth. O My com-
panions there! We testify that ye have turned towards and
believed in God, the Lord of this wondrous Day. Blessed are
your homes wherein hath been raised the remembrance of God
and the remembrance of His loved ones, and ye have attained
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unto that which was written down in the tablets of your Lord,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

O My companions in Sin and Nun! The Wronged One remem-
bereth you and commandeth you to that which beseemeth this
Cause, from which every heedless doubter hath turned aside.
Take ye hold of the Book of God with the strength bestowed
by Us, and be ye among those who are firmly established. We
counsel you to preserve that which ye have been given. Ren-
der thanks unto your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
Ibn-i-Abhar hath appeared before the Most Great Scene and
made mention of you. We have remembered you in this Tablet
from whose horizon hath shone the sun of the loving-kindness
of your Lord, the All-Bountiful.

O Ibn-i-Abhar! Thou hast made mention of My male and fe-
male servants before the Countenance, and each servant and
handmaiden hath attained unto that which was mentioned in
the books of God and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in
a Tablet which none save He hath comprehended. Thus hath
the rustling of the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost End been raised
up in this exalted station. Say: O concourse of creation! By
My life, the All-Merciful! We have sent unto you the fragrance
of My sweetest utterance. Do ye perceive it, or are ye of the
heedless? The horizons have been filled with the breathings
of revelation. Do ye sense them, or are ye of those who slum-
ber? The fragrance of the All-Merciful’s robe hath been wafted
throughout the world. Blessed is he who hath recognized it,
found it, and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O Thou the Desire
of the worlds!” By God! The world hath been perfumed by the
fragrances of the Pen, yet the peoples are in strange drunken-
ness. Say: O people of the Bayan! The All-Merciful hath come
with the standards of divine knowledge, though it be against
your wishes. He is the One before Whose name the Point of the
Bayan and the Concourse on High and the angels brought nigh
have prostrated themselves. Say: The Faithful Spirit circleth
round the Throne, while the dwellers of Paradise abide beneath
the shadow of this glorious and wondrous station. Whoso tur-
neth away from this Name hath turned away from God in the
past and in the future. To this testifieth He with Whom is a
preserving Tablet. The mercy that hath flowed from My Most
Exalted Pen be upon thee and upon those who love thee and
hearken unto thy word concerning this mighty Cause, whereby
the limbs of the idolaters who cast the Book of God behind
their backs have quaked, turning instead to every heedless one
who hath turned away from God, the True King, the Manifest.
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In the Name of the Wronged One, the Stranger. o A ¢ gl )

O Pen of the Most High! Once again there hath reached thee
that for which the dwellers of the Supreme Paradise have raised
their lament, and whereby the pillar of knowledge hath been
shaken in the Kingdom of creation: the ascension of him who
was steadfast in the Cause of God, the Lord of Names; who,
morn and eve, walked in circumambulation about the Throne;
who, with myriads of the inmates of eternity, was ever voicing
the praise of God; and who soared in the air of the mercy of
his Lord, the Fashioner of heaven.

We bear witness that he turned unto the Most Exalted Horizon
and answered his Lord when the Call was raised; that he bore,
in the path of God, that which most of the peoples of the world
were unable to bear; that his heart was pierced by the arrows
of the mockery of the adversaries; and that there befell him
such woes as caused all things to cry out.

He it was that, when the Youth of divine knowledge came
to him with the cup of the Bayan, took it in his hand and
drank thereof in the Name of the Lord of the Hereafter and of
this world, until the wine of the divine draught so enraptured
him that he cast the world behind his back, and turned his
face unto the Most Great Name, till he reached the circuit of
the near ones and the sincere, came into the presence of the
Throne, and hearkened unto the call of God, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting.

I testify that, through him, the breath of faithfulness passed
through the cities of the names; I testify that he arose in the
Cause with the most great steadfastness, such that neither the
states and designs of the tyrants nor the might of the Pharaohs
could withhold him. He bore witness unto that unto which
the Lote-Tree of the farthest limit hath borne witness, and
acknowledged that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath pro-
claimed.

O Muhammad! As We were walking in this spot at the be-
ginning of the day, the tidings of thy ascent, thy flight, thy
turning and thy drawing nigh unto the Supreme Companion
reached Us. Thereupon the servant in attendance came before
Us and said: “The time of mention hath arrived, O Thou in
Whose grasp is the Kingdom of the Bayan.”

O ‘Ali! Thou art now in the Supreme Companion, and the
tongue of Baha maketh mention of thee whenever sorrows en-
compass Him round about — sorrows which none hath fathomed
save God, the Lord of all that is.
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Blessed art thou, O ‘Ali, for thou hast been faithful to the
Covenant and Testament of God. Neither the circumstances
of the people nor their injustice withheld thee from this Cause
—a Cause at which the feet of every learned one have stumbled,
and the hearts of every knower have been perturbed. I bear
witness that, at thy calamity, every soul that had turned unto
God lamented, every believer wept, and every possessor of joy
was steeped in grief.

O My Pen of the Most High! Since We have been debarred
from turning Our face unto him, go thou, on Our behalf, with
the breezes of Our loving-kindness, with the effulgences of Our
mercy, and with the wafts of Our tenderness. And when thou
dost arrive there, address that bodily temple from before the
Wronged One and say:

Blessed art thou, O thou whose deeds have been adorned with
the vesture of acceptance, and whose soul hath ascended whilst
the Desired One was well-pleased with thee, turning toward
thee, making mention of thee, and spreading abroad the tale
of what thou didst accomplish in His path, at a time when His
servants and His creatures turned away from Him.

Rejoice in the loving-kindness of God and His bounty, and in
that which He hath ordained for thee in His Kingdom and
in His Realm of might. I bear witness that thou hast attained
unto that which most of the servants, in all lands, have failed to
attain. When thy ascension was mentioned before the Throne,
the faces of the Branches were turned toward thee with the
breaths of the All-Merciful.

Thou art he who drank the wine of everlasting life from the
hand of bestowal, and attained the Kawthar of reunion on a
Day whereon the Ocean of nearness surged and the nightingale
was guided upon the branches. Long years didst thou dwell
beneath the shade of the mercy of thy Lord.

Blessed art thou, and blessed is he who maketh mention of
thee, who turneth his face unto thee, who consorted with thee
during thy days on earth, and who, after thy ascension, still
speaketh thy praise. I bear witness that thou didst expend
thyself, thy spirit, and all that thou didst possess in the path
of God; that thou didst turn away from those who denied His
verses, rejected His proof, and passed sentence against Him
and His loved ones without any evidence or Book.

Sufficient for thee is this — that the Lord of Decree hath man-
ifested His sorrow at thy tribulation, that thy mention might
be exalted, and that His tenderness, His care, and His bounty
toward thee might be made evident.
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O ‘Ali! Thou camest into this world to serve the Cause of thy
Lord, the Lord of Names, and thou hast returned unto Him
with such steadfastness that from it the Supreme Concourse
inhaled the fragrance of faithfulness. The splendour of Baha,
shining from the horizon of eternity, rest upon thy first and
thy last, thy outward and thy inward being.

Give thanks for this bounty which hath encompassed thee,
taken thee unto itself, and drawn nigh unto thee. By the life
of God! Wert thou to expend all the treasuries of the earth
and the hidden stores of heaven, thou wouldst not have at-
tained unto this Most Great favour and this most luminous,
most perfect remembrance. Thou didst win this exalted sta-
tion and this supreme bestowal in that thou didst traverse the
path, come into the presence of the Throne of thy Lord, the
Glorious, hearken unto His sweetest call, attain that which had
been inscribed in the former Scriptures, and abide in the neigh-
bourhood (of thy Lord) until thou didst surrender thy spirit
unto God, the One, the Chosen.

T announce unto thee yet another favour: the Desired One hath
bidden the servant in attendance to visit thee on His behalf,
O thou through whose appearing the horizon of fidelity was
illumined and the rains poured down. The command is God’s,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We entreat God, the Lord of Names and the Fashioner of
heaven, to ordain for His loved ones, His chosen ones and His
friends, that which He hath ordained for thee; to grant Me
the same confirmations as those vouchsafed unto thee; and to
provide them with that wherewith thou wast provided in the
days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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To: Aga Siyyid Mahmud who has attained

The Epistle of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting

He is the One Who calleth from the Most Exalted Horizon in
the Prison of ‘Akka
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God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him,
and that He Who speaketh this day amongst the people is in-
deed the Lord of the Kingdom of Utterance, the Hidden Trea-
sure, and the Concealed Mystery that was veiled from all eyes
and inscribed by the Pen of God, the All-Protecting, the Self-
Subsisting. Through Him hath the decree of the Book been
established, both in the beginning and at the end, and the
Tongue of Grandeur hath proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth
unto God, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Best-Beloved.

O Mahmud! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the
Loving. I bear witness that thou hast cast aside all things,
turning thy face toward the Kaaba of God, the Lord of what
was and what shall be. Thou didst leave thy home, seeking
the Lord of the House, until thou didst arrive and attain the
presence of the Countenance and didst hear the call of God, the
Lord of existence. We bear witness that thou hast attained
unto that which was recorded by the Most Exalted Pen in
this Prison, whereby the Cause of God, His sovereignty, His
majesty and His power have been upraised, and wherein every
hidden matter hath been revealed. Remind My brothers on My
behalf and give them the joyful tidings of that which hath been
ordained for them by the Pen of Decree from God, the Mighty,
the Powerful. We have remembered them, and do remember
them, with that which attracteth the hearts and souls. Say:
Be not grieved by the deeds of those whose idle fancies have
withheld them from reflecting upon the ultimate fate of things.
By the life of God! Their actions shall profit them not. Soon
shall they find themselves in the torment ordained for them by
God, the Lord of Hosts.

Hear thou the Divine Call in the Persian tongue! Some have
imagined that through the shedding of blood and the persecu-
tions visited upon the friends the wounds inflicted upon hearts
would be healed. Far, far from the truth! Rather, from every
drop a new creation is brought forth, and from every afflic-
tion countless bounties are made manifest. Today the lovers
have been so transported by the Word of the Beloved of the
worlds that they regard the world and all that is therein as a
handful of dust. Say: O people, by the life of God, this Call be-
stoweth eternal life and conferreth everlasting grace. Deprive
not yourselves thereof. Fear ye God, O people, and be not of
the heedless. Cast away what the world possesseth and take
hold of this Manifest Book which acquainteth you with the
Command of God, draweth you nigh unto the pavilion of His
glory, giveth you to drink of the Kawthar of His utterance, and
guideth you to His straight Path.
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Today the lovers have a melody, and the City of Love is illu-
mined and purified by the sweet and holy breaths of the friends
of God, exalted be His glory. In truth I say these wrongs shall
not be lost. The fire of hatred shall leave its traces until the end
that hath no end, that all may become aware of the tyrannies
perpetrated by the manifestations of iniquity and wickedness
against the dawning-places of righteousness and piety. Hath
any power been witnessed in the world, or will ever be seen,
that can withstand the power of God? Nay, by His own Self,
the True Onel!

O people of Iran! Beseech ye God that He may assist His
Majesty the Shah to do that which beseemeth his station
in this Day, and that He may not withhold from him the
outpoured bounties, the eternal offerings, and the everlasting
verses. Glory be to God! At times it hath been heard that
His Majesty hath declared: “We have hitherto shown no favor
to this community, nor manifested any mercy towards them.
However, We now desire to deal with them with justice and
equity.” Nevertheless it became clear that these words were
not from the Shah, or if they were, his blessed intention was
altered due to the whisperings of the tale-bearers of the world.

That which today is the cause of greatest astonishment is that
His Majesty the Shah hath made no distinction between friend
and foe, and hath regarded the true friends as enemies - God
forbid! O Shah! Reflection is needed; perchance thou mayest
become aware of those wicked souls who have been and are
lying in wait. The intention here is not to refer to outsiders,
but rather to one whose name none dare mention, yet whose
deeds and intentions are clear and evident to those possessed
of insight.

Glory be to God! What hath veiled the investigators! To
say more would exceed the bounds of wisdom, yet We beseech
God to assist and confirm His Majesty the Shah and grant
him the knowledge to perceive, for should he become aware,
he would hold fast to that which would ensure the perpetu-
ity of his sovereignty and the reformation and advancement
of his realm. That which is now the greatest means for His
Majesty the Shah from the King of all means is that he should
take a firm covenant from the Book that speaketh and from
the Kingdom of Utterance, for this sacred covenant is immune
from annulment and change; alteration shall not touch it nor
shall obliteration reach it. Besides this, no other means that
could ensure the exaltation and elevation of the standard of
sovereignty can be perceived. Verily, other means existed be-
fore, but their time hath passed. O Mahmud! Upon thee be
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the grace of God and His mercy, which hath preceded the un-
seen and the seen. Say: O my God, my God! Cast me not out
from the door of Thy bounty, and withhold me not from the
ocean of Thy generosity, and sever not the cord of my hope
through Thy might and power. O Lord! Thou seest the thirsty
one yearning for the stream of Thy mercy, and the essence of
nothingness seeking the word of Thy proof, and the river of
poverty desiring the sea of Thy wealth. I beseech Thee, O Pro-
tector of them that are near, O Deliverer of the sincere ones, O
Shelter of the sorrow-laden, to illumine the countenance of the
sovereign with the light of Thy justice, and to adorn him with
that which will draw him nigh unto the court of Thy bounty
and the seat of Thy favors. Then aid him, O my God, with
the hosts of earth and heaven, and the armies of the seen and
the unseen. Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest.
There is none other God but Thee, the Strong, the Almighty.
Within Thy grasp are the reins of all who are in the heavens
and on the earth.
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Ziyarat-Namiy-i- Asiyyih Khanum

He is the Comforter, the Consoler, the Counselor, the All-
Knowing!

O Pen! Time and again have sorrows come to pass that have
caused the people of Baha to grieve—they who have believed
in God, the Lord of Names and Creator of the heavens, who
have soared on the wings of recognition in the atmosphere of
certitude, and who have acknowledged that which the Tongue
of Grandeur hath spoken throughout creation. O My Most Ex-
alted Pen! Calamities have befallen thee that have caused the
dwellers of the most exalted Paradise and the highest Heaven
to lament, and those who circle round the Throne at morn
and eventide to weep. Hear My call, then make mention of the
calamity by which sorrows have encompassed My Name, the
Self-Subsisting, and whereby patience and forbearance have
fled and been scattered throughout the lands.

Say: O Most Exalted Leaf, mentioned in the Crimson Book!
Thou art she whom God created to arise for the service of His
Own Self, the Manifestation of His Cause, the Dawning-Place
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of His Revelation, the Dayspring of His signs, and the Source
of His laws. He strengthened thee in such wise that thou didst
turn wholly unto Him when the servants and handmaidens
turned away. Thou didst hear His most sweet call and didst
respond to it, and thou wert with Him in all conditions, until
thou didst migrate from the Land of Ta to Zawra, and from
Zawra to the Land of Mystery, and thence to this Prison which
hath been designated by every name by God, the Creator of the
heavens. Thou wert, during the nights and days, blessed with
His presence, gazing upon His countenance, circling round His
throne, hearing His call, dwelling in His house, clinging to His
cord, and holding fast to the hem of the robe of His bounty
and grace, until destiny overcame thee with that which was
written in the Book of God, the Lord of the former and latter
generations. Thou didst endure its hardships until thou didst
sacrifice thy spirit in His path before His face. Blessed art thou,
O My handmaiden, O My leaf, who art mentioned in My Book
and inscribed by My Most Exalted Pen in My Scriptures and
Tablets.

I testify that thou didst drink the choice wine of understanding
from the cup of utterance, and didst endure in His path what-
soever befell thee of hardships and trials. We bear witness that
thou didst believe in Him and in His Books and His Messengers
and in that which He hath sent down from the heaven of His
Will and the atmosphere of His Purpose. Rejoice thou at this
moment in the Most Exalted Station and the highest Paradise
and the most glorious Horizon, inasmuch as the Lord of Names
hath made mention of thee. We testify that thou didst attain
unto all good, and God hath raised thee to a station round
which circle all glory and every lofty station.

5 Thou wert lying upon thy couch while the Most Great Branch
stood in attendance upon thee, and beneath him the other
Branches, then the kindred and handmaidens who were among
the people of the pavilions of glory and chastity, then those
whom God hath made to be the leaves of the Tree of His Cause
and the fruits of the Tree of His bounty. The Branches would
enter thy presence with greetings and would leave with sighs
of anguish and sorrow. After the ascension of thy spirit, their
tears descended and their sighs ascended, and every possessor
of a heart and station lamented before thy Lord, the Lord of
the earth and the heavens. Alas, alas! By thy grief the people
of the pavilion of glory and the tabernacle of grace were grieved,
and the eyes of those who circle round the Throne shed tears
at thy calamity. The Most Great Terror appeared, and eyes
wept before the face of thy Lord, the Chosen One. And we, the
near ones, lamented in such wise that by our lamentation the
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people of the highest Paradise and the most exalted Paradise
and the most glorious Concourse who circle round the will of
their Lord, the Master of Origin and Return, in the eternity of
eternities. O Exalted Leaf! Thy grief hath today turned day
into night, joy into sorrow, and tranquility into agitation, until
sorrows encompassed all who dwell in the realm of possibility,
such that the Hidden Name, the Treasured Secret, and the Self-
Subsisting One - Who sacrificed Himself for the One standing
before all faces - were grieved. O Pen! Be patient, for sorrows
have overtaken both the seen and unseen. Set aside what thou
wert occupied with and say, turning to God, the Lord of Names
and Creator of Heaven:

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the grief of Thy chosen
ones, the tears of Thy leaves, and the sorrows that have melted
hearts throughout the lands, to forgive Thy male and female
servants who have remembered her according to what hath de-
scended from the heaven of Thy bounty and the mouth of Thy
will. O Lord! Thou seest how cares have encompassed the man-
ifestations of Thy Self-Subsisting Name, and sorrows have sur-
rounded the dwellers of the pavilion of Thy glory and grandeur.
I beseech Thee by their sighs and tears concerning what hath
befallen Thee in Thy days, to send down upon Thy household
that which may tranquilize their hearts and give rest to their
souls, lest they commit what would increase Thy sorrow in
Thy days. Then forgive every maidservant who hath entered
Thy house and lamented what occurred on this day which Thy
decree hath altered, and which hath grieved Thy friends and
chosen ones. Then assist Thy servant who is present, who hath
stood firm in Thy service, shared in Thy tribulations, and spo-
ken Thy praise. Then forgive, O my God, the maidservant who
journeyed and those who left their homes until they arrived
and heard, then returned, and those who sought Thy grace,
Thy gifts, Thy generosity and Thy bestowals. Verily Thou art
the One with power over whatsoever Thou willest. If Thou
shouldst desire, Thou wouldst turn grief into joy in Thy king-
dom, and the essence of care into delight among Thy servants.
There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous. Then I beseech Thee once again, O God of Names, by the
penetrating influence of Thy Command, the all-encompassing
nature of Thy Will, the mysteries of Thy Book, and what hath
flowed from Thy Most Exalted Pen in Thy Scrolls and Writ-
ings, to forgive on this day all Thy male and female servants
who have turned to Thee, attained to Thy remembrance, and
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arose to serve Thee. Verily Thou art the Generous, the For-
giving, the Kind, the Merciful. There is none other God but
Thee, the Most High, the Most Great.

TDH#064.4x, TDH#064.13x, TDH#064.16x
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

O My Name, Al-Mihdi! Your letter which you sent to My
servant who was present before the Great Throne has arrived.
Say: O people of the world! By God, neither your veils, nor
your words, nor your conditions, nor your manifestations, nor
that to which you have turned can prevent the Most Great
Name. He is verily the Truthful Speaker, the Manifest, the All-
Informed. He turns to the right and says: “There is no God but
Me, the Evident Truth,” and to the left: “There is no God but
I, the Chosen One.” Say: Through Him do all atoms proclaim:
“There is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the Powerful, the
Mighty.” Say: The Books have been adorned with My Name
and the Bayan with My wondrous mention. Whosoever denies
Me, say: Bring forth what you have, O heedless and remote
one! You have taken the pond and forsaken the Most Great
Ocean behind you. Arise in My Name and say: “I repent unto
Thee, O God of the worlds!” Say: Through My mention have
all mentions been realized, and through My manifestation it
has been established that there is no God but He, the Mighty,
the Great.

Say: Die in your wrath, then be consumed in the fire of your
rancor. By the True God, the Supreme Horizon has been illu-
mined by the Sun of My Most Glorious Name, and the Lord
of Names has come with an authority that neither your clamor
nor what is in your hearts can prevent. We speak at all times
and say: O people of creation! By God, this is He Who was
promised in God’s Books, and this is He but for Whom no
Prophet would have spoken, no Messenger would have been
sent, and no Book would have been revealed. He is verily the
Truthful, the Trustworthy.

Take the wine of certitude in My Name and abandon what
you possess of conditions and idle fancies. Say: Through My
fragrant breezes have the gardens been perfumed, and through
the lights of My countenance has creation been adorned. Turn
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and observe, and be not of the heedless ones. Beware lest you
act as you acted before, and beware lest you be of the ignorant
ones. Has not the Trumpet been sounded? Has not the Lord
of Manifestation appeared? Turn that you may hear what has
been raised from His Supreme Horizon on this Day which God
has announced in His mighty Tablet.

Observe and reflect upon those who have taken for themselves
idols besides God and followed them in what they commanded
them, and thereby went astray and led others astray until the
earth was reddened with the blood of the Beloved. Say: Be
fair and be not of those who turn away. We do not wish to
mention them by their names lest your clamor be raised. My
mercy has preceded My wrath, My grace My punishment, and
My loving-kindness those who are in the heavens and the earth.
There has befallen Me from the people of the Bayan that which
befell not Him Who revealed the Furqan nor My chosen ones
and My messengers before. To this bears witness whosoever
was in My days and was of the fair-minded ones.

5 Say: O people of the Bayan! Follow ye that which the All-

Merciful hath revealed, and draw not the sword of tyranny
against Him Whom ye invoke by night and by day. Fear ye God
and be not of the lost. Hold fast today unto the Most Great
Cord and follow not the idle fancies ye possess. With Us are
not the allusions of men; We speak and call out through that
which hath caused the fragrances of the All-Merciful to waft
throughout all possibilities. Thus doth My Pen speak and in-
form you of that which I possess, if ye be of them that hearken.
Know ye, then inform your likes that the gate of heaven hath
been opened through My Most Glorious Name, and the Hid-
den Mystery hath appeared through the Sovereignty of Names,
calling out with the most exalted call: “O people of creation!
By God, this indeed is the Existent One, this indeed is the
Promised One, this indeed is the Intended One, this indeed is
the Worshipped One, this indeed is the Witnessed One, this in-
deed is the manifest Truth, the Speaking One, the Impregnable
Mystery. Whoso denieth Him hath denied God throughout all
ages, and whoso acknowledgeth Him hath acknowledged God,
the Lord of all worlds.”

By God, ye have perpetrated that
which hath caused the Primal Point and the Concourse on High
and those settled in the Kingdom of Names to lament. Ye have
committed that which none in the world hath committed, and
perpetrated that which none among the peoples of the earth
hath perpetrated. To this beareth witness the tongue of My
grandeur and those who circle round My exalted Throne.
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O My Name! Remember when thou wert with Me on the moun-
tain and didst witness the moaning of My heart and became
acquainted with the ocean of My grief at what was inflicted
upon Me by those who dwelt round about Me and in My vicin-
ity. By the life of God! Were I to recount My tribulations, all
things would cry out and weeping would be raised between the
heavens and the earth. Say: None may enter this most exalted
station save with a pure heart, a sanctified mind, and a radiant
countenance. This is the station wherein was raised the call
of Moses when He said: “O Lord, show me Thy beauty,” and
heard: “Thou shalt not see Me,” and the station wherein was
raised the call of the Spirit and the call of them that are nigh.
Whoso entereth therein and doeth that which the All-Merciful
hath not permitted, the denizens of the pavilions of holiness
shall disavow him. To this testifieth every just and discerning
one.

How often have We seen some in error and grievous sin, and
concealed it as a grace from Us. Verily thy Lord is the Con-
cealer, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. Ask thou God
to grant them success in returning, or to make known to them
the way of departure. This is better for him who hath be-
lieved in God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. Say: Take hold
of the reins of your passions, then seek forgiveness that God
may forgive you as a grace from His presence. Verily He is the
All-Forgiving, the Mighty, the Merciful.

Thus have We expounded for thee, O My Name, that thou
mayest remember My tribulations and what hath befallen Me
at the hands of the heedless ones. Say: O My loved ones!
Reflect when We named the prison the Most Great Prison and
informed you of this at the beginning of Our arrival. Verily
He is the Knower of Truth, informing you of what is to come.
Verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Glory be upon the
people of Baha who have not broken God’s Covenant and His
Testament and have followed that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed in His perspicuous Book.
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To: Mirza Husayn Munajjimbashi Tafrishi, in Tihran

In the Name of the One that is holy above all names

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled Thy loved
ones and the leaves of the tree of Thy love to do that which be-
seemeth them in Thy days, namely to stand firm in Thy Cause
and to arise in a manner befitting their kinship to Thy Beauty
and the Manifestation of Thy Oneness. Blessed is he who hath
been named with the Name that hath borne tribulations in ev-
ery age and dispensation in the path of Thy love, and blessed
is the leaf whom Thou hast related to Thyself and mentioned
in the tablets of Thy glory from the Pen of Thy bounty.

Thou knowest, O my God, when her petition and letter reached
Us, wherein her cry and lamentation were raised concerning
Thy Cause and what befell the Beauty of Thy oppression, how
the fire of grief seized the very elements of this ephemeral one.
Yet, O my God, I was gladdened from another perspective
when I saw her steadfast in Thy love and firm in Thy Cause and
obedience. Blessed is she for having fulfilled Thy promise and
not broken the Covenant on this Day of Separation. Therefore,
O my God, assist him and that leaf in all that Thou lovest and
approvest, for verily Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the
Powerful.

The missive from that honored one, from whose words wafted
the fragrance of love for the Ancient Lord, reached this evanes-
cent servant, as did the petition of the leaf which had been
submitted to the threshold of the Divine Throne, together with
the letter she had written. Blessed and sanctified be that hon-
ored one and that leaf who were not prevented by the cawing
of the crows from the Beauty of the Lord of the Worlds, and
who were not veiled by the waters of the statements of rejected
souls from the sweet stream of the utterance of the Merciful
One and the flowing waters of the knowledge of the Glory of
the All-Glorious. This is naught but from the divine, invisible
confirmations and the hands of pure bounty which preserved
that honored one from that which befitteth not thy kinship to
Him, and confirmed thee in that which beseemeth the manifes-
tation of His favors unto thee.

5 Another supplication that the beloved leaf addressed to the

Most Holy Court, and a letter that they had written, were
both presented in full before His most exalted presence. The
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Wronged Beauty is witness that what heat was kindled in the
heart upon reading them, for whatsoever was written and spo-
ken was for God and for His sake. Every word that issues forth
from the mouth with sincerity for God’s sake has been and will
ever be effective throughout all existence. What more can I say
of how many manifestations of grace and appearances of the
favors of the Beauty of Unity I witnessed regarding your honor
and that leaf. By God! Were I to attempt to recount them,
the ocean would be exhausted ere I could complete mention of
what I witnessed of the Ancient Beauty’s favors toward you.
God willing, may they ever be confirmed by God’s special fa-
vors, which today are the confirmations of steadfastness in His
Cause, and be gladdened and rejoiced through His wondrous
favors. Verily He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving.

The Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet specifically for your honor
and that leaf hath been revealed from the Source of God’s
Will and sent. Convey infinite greetings from this evanescent
one to all the friends in that land, especially to the honored
friends Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah and Aga Mirza Ahmad, upon
them be the glory of God and His favors, whose mention hath
always been in your book and who have been mentioned at the
Divine Throne. Convey infinite greetings to them on behalf of
this servant. And regarding their request for a special Tablet,
it was presented and the utmost favor was shown regarding
them. God willing, hereafter a sublime Tablet specifically for
them will be revealed and sent. Since regarding this bearer’s
journey it was arranged that only replies to supplications would
be sent, therefore it was not sent this time.

And regarding the question about the blessed verse “Verily
the Ta’ hath entered and from the land of Fa’ My Herald hath
appeared,” there was no opportunity to specifically present
it before the Most Holy Court, but what this servant hath
understood from this blessed verse and other verses revealed
in the divine Tablets is that it refers to the appearance of
unacceptable souls in certain lands and is not specific to that
land. We beseech God to protect all from the schemes of the
schemers and the deceptions of the fabricators and liars.

And regarding what was written about the hidden matter, God
willing, details will be presented and afterwards an answer will
be sent.
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And regarding what was written about the non-receipt of those
funds, this servant was greatly surprised that Jinab-i-Amin
delayed in the matter of the Truth. This is extremely strange
from him. These days they have not yet arrived.

Furthermore, after these detailed submissions, Jinab-i-Aga
Hasan, upon him be the glory of God, arrived and delivered
your bundle of letters. God willing, the reply to that will also
arrive soon.

Convey infinite greetings from this evanescent servant to all
the friends who have drunk from the cup of love and assurance
and become free and detached from all else but God.

The Branches of the sublime, impregnable, exalted divine Lote-
Tree and the Twigs of the divine Tree remember, praise, glorify
and extol your honor with wonderful spiritual remembrances
and sublime, most glorious salutations, as do all the loved ones
of God, both those who circle round and those who are im-
prisoned - all convey infinite greetings to your honor. Con-
vey exalted and most glorious greetings and remembrances to
your children and household, all of them. Indeed remembrance,
glory and radiance be upon you.

The servant of God
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To: Siyyid Nasrullah Bagiruf Sadat Khams

He is God, exalted is He in Might and Power

O thou who hast turned thy face toward God! Upon thee be
the Glory of God and His peace. Hearken unto the Voice of
the Wronged One from the Most Great Prison. He hath de-
sired naught in the realm save reformation, as doth testify the
Lamp of the world, which hath taken neither glass, nor crys-
tal, nor veil for its protection. By God! The Glory hath not
spoken from desire, but rather that which draweth mankind
unto a station wherein their hearts may find tranquility and
their souls find rest. Thou knowest, and God knoweth beyond
thee, that I have taken no helper for Myself, and have aided

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl adiall 6ls Lo A e

ellie (o165 adle i) T e ALY

&u\éa\)\bg\j&rﬁa\fﬁj\b
L;JM gu\ CLW &J.»wcm\.ﬂ N

Sk Y, L,t,)uw il E L
J,L;)Muadlmb L?J\u\m\ﬁ.«)%l,
Jrf‘}k’ M(Uﬁd‘u‘u‘uﬂu
d‘“g“‘”é’“”"r*’”"“rw’““@“
B bl ol S g e gei) I Lo

136


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v018/?page=45

Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BHO01118

God’s Cause through a power before which the might of the
world and the dominion of the nations who cast off righteous-
ness and embraced lewdness without clear proof or evidence
have proven impotent.

Say: O servants! Hearken unto the counsels of the Wronged
One. The first of all things and of every mention hath been the
knowledge of God. He is the Sustainer of all and the Educator
of all. The first thing that proceedeth from knowledge is the
love and unity of the servants, for through unity are the hori-
zons of the world illumined and brightened. The purpose of
unity is association, and the purpose of association is mutual
assistance. The means that outwardly conduce to unity, fel-
lowship, guidance and love are forbearance and beneficence. In
one of the Tablets We have uttered this exalted word: Blessed
is he who retireth to his bed at night with a heart purified from
rancor and hatred. Glory is not for him who loveth his coun-
try, but for him who loveth the world. The fear of God hath
ever been a sure fortress for the protection of the commanding
self. It is the cause of the refinement and sanctification of one’s
being, both outwardly and inwardly.

Time and again have We said that the victory mentioned in
the Books, Scriptures and Tablets hath been through wisdom
and utterance, as well as through deeds and character. By the
life of God! The mightiest hosts of the world have been and are
goodly character and pure deeds. The sword of virtue is keener
than a blade of steel, were ye to understand. Without veil
or concealment have We mentioned the Cause of God before
the faces of the various peoples, and have enjoined upon all
that which will draw them nigh, preserve them and exalt them.
From the beginning of days until now, We have borne and
shown patience toward whatsoever hath befallen Us in the path
of the One True Friend. Through God’s grace and mercy, We
have been and are sanctified from that which containeth even
an atom’s weight of corruption.

Today, that which is worthy of mention is that which con-
duceth to the unity, harmony, elevation and exaltation of all.
A goodly deed is like unto a tree, from which delicious and
pleasing fruits immediately appear. This is the day of goodly
deeds and praiseworthy character. Let not the counsels of the
Wronged One pass from sight. We hope that the fragrance
of love and friendship may be diffused amongst the loved ones,
and that they may associate with one another in love and kind-
ness.
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In one of the Tablets We have uttered this exalted word: The
heaven of divine wisdom is illumined with two luminaries: con-
sultation and compassion. The tabernacle of world order is
upheld upon two pillars: reward and punishment. Such mat-
ters pertain to the monarchs of the age. They are the manifes-
tations of God’s power and the dawning-places of His divine
majesty. After recognition of the Lord, exalted be His glory,
it is incumbent to serve and obey the government and to hold
fast to wisdom. These two cause the elevation and exaltation
of existence and its progress.

We beseech the True One that He may illumine His Majesty
the Shah of Iran, may God strengthen him, with the effulgent
lights of the Sun of Justice. If the divines of the Shi’ih party
would permit, royal kindness and mercy would embrace all and
he would rule with justice and fairness. This Wronged One
has loved and continues to love fidelity, and that a king among
the kings of the earth would assist the oppressed ones of the
world. The path of truth and its balance has been justice and
fairness. We implore God, exalted be His glory, not to deprive
His servants from that which hath been mentioned. We counsel
once again the friends of God to be trustworthy, to be religious,
to be chaste, and to fear God, the Leader of the hosts of justice,
the One Who commandeth, the All-Wise.

My God, my God! Aid Thy servants to perform that which will
diffuse the fragrance of Thy good pleasure and will be adorned
with the glory of Thy acceptance. O Lord! Thou hearest their
sighing, beholdest their tears, and knowest what hath befallen
them without any evidence from Thee. Verily Thou knowest
what is in the hearts of Thy servants and nothing whatsoever
escapeth Thy knowledge. All created things have testified that
Thou art the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

Blessed is the soul that hath held fast unto the cord of pa-
tience and resignation in whatsoever hath befallen it in the
path of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne. The Pen of the
Wronged One hath, at all times, enjoined upon the servants
that which will profit them, draw them nigh, and exalt them.
We hope that God, exalted be His glory, will purify the ears
of the world that they may hearken with the ear of acceptance
to the counsels and exhortations of the Wronged One and act
upon them.

My God, my God! Aid Thy heedless servants to return unto
Thee, and the wrongdoers to turn toward the gate of Thy
bounty. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful,
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the All-Giving, the All-Pardoning, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Almighty.

Praise be unto God, Who hath made the proof to shine forth
and the path to be made manifest, and hath acquainted us
with His countenance, the All-Glorious, the All-Beautiful. He
it is Who hath taught the tongue the gems of wisdom and
utterance, and hath distinguished man with knowledge and
true understanding. Exalted is His all-conquering Word, His
resistless Will, His all-embracing Purpose, and His outspread
Mercy. By His might and wisdom He hath made existence one,
and by His loving care He hath revealed unto it the stations of
Divine witnessing, and hath enjoined upon it that which shall
deliver it in its first estate and in its last. Glorified, glorified is
He, exalted is His testimony! From everlasting His wont hath
been bounty and bestowal, and unto everlasting His way shall
be generosity and munificence. There is no God but He, the
Lord of Names, the Maker of earth and heaven.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Creator and my Hope!
Thou art He Who hath summoned Thine Own Self by the
name of grace, and Thy mercy hath encompassed the world,
and Thy supreme favour and Thine all-perfect, most complete
bounty have encompassed all existence. I beseech Thee by that
Name of Thine before which the limbs of princes have trem-
bled, and through whose manifestation the very foundations
of the learned have been shaken; by which Thou didst distin-
guish those who turned unto Thee from those who turned away,
and didst set apart the knowing from the ignorant, that Thou
mayest guard Thy loved ones in Thy lands from the evils of
the wicked among Thy servants.

O Lord! Even as Thou hast guided them unto Thy straight
Path and Thy great Announcement, leave them not in the
hands of Thy heedless servants. Vouchsafe unto them the
bounty of constancy upon Thy manifest Path, and suffer not
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their hands to be cut off from holding fast unto Thy firm and
stalwart hem. Adorn them with the robes of nearness and ac-
ceptance; deck them with the raiment of grace and attainment;
and, through them, guide Thy creatures unto Thy presence.
Make them a means whereby Thy beings may attain unto the
paradise of Thy knowledge; for Thou verily art the Most Boun-
tiful, the Gracious. There is no God but Thee, the Giver, the
Bestower, the Tender, the Most Merciful.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of love and sheltered
beneath the shade of the care of thy Lord, the Lord of Being!
That which thou didst embroider with the traces of ink, and
wherein thou didst set forth what was hidden in thy heart of
love and union, hath indeed been received. I entreat my Lord,
the Generous, the All-Endowing, to bestow upon thee at all
times the bounty of liberality and beneficence, and to ordain
for thee such things as shall rejoice thee in the days of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful.

Turn not thy gaze unto this world and its anxieties, nor be
saddened by the sorrows and darksome cares it revealeth. By
thy life! It is a realm of afflictions, and there is naught therein
to cheer the righteous or illumine the hearts of the pure in
spirit. Had it been worthy, God would never have abandoned
it to the wicked. It behoveth them who have attained the
court of knowledge and appeared before their Lord, the All-
Merciful, to divest themselves at all times of the robe of grief
and sorrow, and to clothe themselves in the garment of joy and
gladness, and to make mention, morn and eve, of their Lord,
the All-Glorious, the All-Forgiving.

Consider this world — its passing, its faithlessness, its changes
and vicissitudes. Hath the might of the mightiest endured, or
the abasement of the most abject continued? Hath the name
of any endured, save only the names of those who took shelter
beneath the shadow of God and cut themselves off from all
save Him? Meditate upon the grace of thy Lord, and the loving
care of Him unto Whose presence is thy return and in Whose
realm is thy abiding. His mercy hath outstripped thee, and
His solicitude hath encompassed thee. I beseech God to give
thee to drink of the Salsabil of His bounty, and to protect thee
beneath the shade of His Name, the Lord of Names. There is
no God but He, the Maker of all things, the Creator of earth
and heaven.

O spiritual Friend! Not only hath the perusal of thy letter
been honoured in the Most Inviolable, Most Exalted Court,
but mention of thy honoured person and of thy writing was
likewise presented. The tongue of grace uttered these exalted
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words: He is God, exalted is His glory, the All-Great, the All-
Powerful. Ever hast thou been remembered in the presence of
the Wronged One. From the earliest days until this very hour
He hath been making mention of thee, His gaze turned toward
the horizon on thy behalf, His face set toward thee, and He
Himself arisen to serve thee.

This testimony shall, in the fulness of time, be made manifest
as a treasure in the land of reunion unto Him, and the sayings
of men shall not avail to efface it. Be not grieved at that
which hath come to pass; it hath been spoken for the sake
of the Truth. That which the tongue is powerless to utter
is one and the same enduring Reality, and He hath enjoined
upon His chosen ones patience, comely and serene. The Most
Great Branch is present with the Wronged One, and he, in his
entirety, presented thy letter. We heard it, and now, in this
Most Holy Tablet, answer hath been graciously vouchsafed,
with the utmost joy and gladness and with supreme delight.

Be wholly occupied with thy affairs, and seek from God that He
may assist thee in the ordering of them. In very truth thou hast
fallen into hardship; nevertheless, with perfect steadfastness
arise to set thy concerns aright. Thus far the words of no
soul, with regard to thine affairs, have found a hearing with
acceptance. Convey my greetings to the friends, especially to
the two sons.

Say: O my God, my God! Unto Thee be praise, inasmuch
as Thou hast guided me, made Thyself known unto me, and
taught me Thy straight Path. I beseech Thee by Him at
Whose advent the ladders of knowledge and understanding
were adorned, by Whom the sweet savours of Thy Revelation
and the manifestations of Thy signs, the billows of the ocean
of Thy utterance and the lights of the orb of Thy bounty, were
made to cease from all save Thee and to appear in their true
splendour, that Thou mayest assist me to set aright mine own
affairs and the affairs of Thy servants.

O Lord! Thou beholdest me turning unto Thee and severed
from all beside Thee. I entreat Thee by the word of Thy One-
ness, by Thy resistless Will and Thy all-encompassing Purpose,
to ordain for me the good of the next life and of this. Verily,
Thou art the Lord of all that is. There is no God but Thee,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

All praise be to God! Through His endless grace thou hast
been exalted and mentioned by the tongue of the Well-Beloved
— may our souls be offered up for His sacred court. It behoveth
thee to render thanks for this clear, mighty favour, and to say
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at every moment: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds
and Desire of them that truly know!

Remember also the son of Jinab-i Akhavi — upon them both
be the glory of God — and Agqa Ahmad — upon him be His
remembrance — with wondrous, exalted supplications. Upon
you be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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To: Ismullah Ha’

In the Name of our Lord, the Most High, the Most Holy, tran-
scendent above all likenesses and peers!

This evanescent servant makes known that the traces of the
luminous Pen, adorned with the lights of love for the Lord
of Power, illumined both heart and sight. Praise be to God
that tidings of your outward well-being were heard from that
radiant leaf which was in truth a spiritual messenger, bringing
the utmost joy and delight. The original letter was written by
your honor in the name of the Name of God M.H. - upon him be
all the most glorious Glory. Therefore this evanescent servant,
in reply to your august letter, has troubled your fragrant mind
with these unworthy mentions. Regarding what you wrote that
they have forgotten you, this servant testifies by God that in
most gatherings when opportunity arose, they were occupied
with your mention and you have not been erased from their
view. Likewise in the Most Holy and Most Exalted Court your
mention has been and continues. Blessed are you for having
attained to the source of good, its beginning and its end.

As for what you wrote regarding the upheaval in the Holy Land
- by your life, no eye hath seen nor ear heard the like. This
servant has submitted a brief account of these matters to the
friends which is with the honored Name of God. God willing
it will reach the luminous gaze and you will be informed of the
details. How excellent is what flowed from your pen!
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You wrote that no error has produced such merit in the visible
world. Though outwardly it occurred without permission and
was the cause of great harm, yet for those evil souls it was pure
justice - their deeds were embodied and suddenly seized those
wicked ones. Upon them be the curse of God and the curse of
His chosen ones and the curse of the near angels.

As for the prisoners, praise be to God they have all been re-
leased, and those seven are free to move about except that
they return to their quarters at night. Every grave matter
with Him is simple and easy. Among the seven, one of them in
those early days when severity was at its height composed and
submitted an ode which has been sent to your radiant presence.
You will observe it. Since your honor had inquired about the
condition of the seven, therefore the ode was sent.

And regarding the friends of that land, His words, exalted be
His grandeur:

Say to My loved ones who have soared in My nights and have
turned with their hearts to the Ultimate Goal in My love and
remembrance: If ye differ in anything, refer it to God, your
Lord. He will judge between you with pure justice. He is
in truth the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. God willing, all
must gather on one plane and soar in one atmosphere. If they
differ in any matter they must inquire of the Source of the
Cause, for through God’s infinite bounty the Dawning-Place of
Revelation and the Dayspring of Command is manifest, evident
and visible. Glorify them on My behalf, then gladden them
with this noble Remembrance that they may gather as brothers
upon the thrones of their Lord’s command, the All-Merciful,
and be numbered among the successful ones.

Regarding your mention of the House of Justice, it is clear and
evident to you that the upheavals of this earth, its tribulations
and its afflictions have been revealed beforehand in the Tablets
of God. Therefore, whenever a decree was revealed, this ser-
vant strove to have copies sent to all regions lest the upheaval
and turmoil of this earth become a barrier between God’s ordi-
nances and His servants. Indeed, during these upheavals there
was fear that all that existed would be lost, but God preserved
it through His sovereignty and power. For this reason, a copy
of that Tablet was sent, and the intention was not for it to be
implemented in these days, for it is known that the loved ones
are few and the enemies many. Therefore, the disclosure of
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these matters has caused and would cause harm. For example,
if those souls were to be designated in every city now, it would
surely become known and the ungodly would rise up. In any
case, the Tablet was sent so that it may be preserved with the
loved ones of God until such time as circumstances permit. He
is, verily, the Ordainer, the All-Knowing.

Convey on behalf of this evanescent servant greetings to all
the friends, and God willing, may they gather in one meeting
where you shall host them to tea and recite that which hath
flowed from the Most Holy Tongue, that all may be adorned
with the new raiment of unity. I mentioned this matter in
the Most Holy Presence and He smiled, which indicates the
pleasure of my Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

Regarding what you wrote about Ismu’llah presenting himself
at the threshold of the Throne on your behalf whenever he
attains the presence - since he is not here, as was mentioned,
this servant attended the presence before the Throne on your
behalf: “I entered the Most Great Scene and presented myself
before the Throne and visited the Desired One on your behalf.”
Praise be to God Who enabled this evanescent servant and
honored him with this supreme triumph. His is the praise
and bounty in all conditions. I beseech God that the sweet
fragrances of your correspondence may ever continue to waft,
and that we may be gladdened and delighted by its wondrous
and sublime words. The glory be upon you and upon those
who are with you.
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To: Unknown, in Isfahan

In My Name, the Glorious, the Bountiful ‘qﬁ\ 2 et

O Land of Sad! Where is that Greatest Sacrifice for which
no ransom was accepted in the path of God, the Lord of all
beings? And where are they who were martyred for love of
this Youth, at Whose appearance the idols were shattered -
they who pronounced judgment against the trusted ones of
God, the Lord of the worlds? O Branch of My Tree! Where
is My Dove that warbled and cooed and sang? Hath it soared
to the Supreme Companion or have the wrongdoers seized it
with the talons of hatred between earth and heaven? Tell Me,
and be not of them that remain silent. Where are the brilliant
stars and the luminous planets and the known months and
manifest days and radiating lights? By God! They have set
and disappeared and been veiled and returned, yet the people
are in manifest dissension. O My Ridvan! Why do I not see
thy birds and hear their songs, and why do I not see My dove
and hear its melodies? Is it in this vain life or hath it flown to
the eternal Paradise? Tell Me and be not of the patient ones.

O Great Master! Long have been Thy sorrows, which have
bewildered the hearts of Thy chosen ones, and the people of
Thy pavilion have lamented. By Thy glory! Thy call hath not
ceased, nor Thy remembrance at dawn. I hear Thy yearning
in the morning and Thy moaning at sunrise and Thy cry and
lamentation at eventide. Have mercy upon Thy servants and
loved ones. I bear witness, O My Beloved, that martyrdom
in Thy path was the hope of Thy Prophets and trusted ones.
The Point of the Bayan, Who was martyred in Thy path, hath
testified to this, saying: “O Remnant of God! I have sacrificed
my all for Thee and have accepted revilement in Thy path,
and have desired naught save martyrdom in Thy love.” Verily,
he who attaineth unto this most exalted, most exalted station
hath attained unto all good in the world to come and in this
world, and Thou art the True Witness, and verily Thou art
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O thou who speakest! Hold thy tongue, for thou hast trans-
gressed thy bounds. Repent unto God and be of them that
return. Dost thou question the doings of Him Who should not
be questioned about what He doeth? Seek refuge in God Who
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created and fashioned thee, and be not of the heedless. Thou
hast not reached even the shore of one of the oceans of thy
Lord’s wisdom, how much less its depths and billows and what
lieth concealed in His knowledge, the Protector of all worlds.
He is the One by Whom was raised the banner of ‘He doeth
what He willeth” and unfurled the standard of ‘He shall not be
asked of His doings’ above every lofty flag.

O thou who seeketh the Spirit! Leave off His mention and
what is mentioned in the kingdom of creation, then set thy face
toward the Ultimate Goal and the Most Exalted Habitation,
the Station which is adorned with the lights of the Celestial
Realm and honored by the glances of God’s favor, the Sovereign
of the kingdom of earth and heaven. We desired thee to be the
first seeker and the first visitor. Go forth with the fragrances
of the garment from before the Dawning-Place of Sanctity to
the land wherein appeared the Most Great Martyrdom and the
supreme sacrifices. We counsel thee to be vigilant, for the wolf
howleth and the serpent hisseth. When thou approachest the
city and beholdest its traces, pause and say:

O City of the Beloved! Where is the ocean of God’s love and
the ships that sailed upon it? Where are thy flowing springs
and thy radiant, rising stars? Where are thy lofty, luminous
crowns and thy brilliant, shining moons? Tell of what the
oppressors did to them. Can the pen flow or are all pens pow-
erless to recount it? The matter is in the hands of God, the
Lord of all beings. O City of the Beloved! By God’s life, what
they endured from the oppressors shall not go unrequited. To
this beareth witness the Knower of the seen and unseen, Who
grieveth for His loved ones and chosen ones, manifesting His
grace, His faithfulness, His care and His favors. By His very
truth, they are in magnificent gain, though the people be in
evident doubt.

Then turn toward the sacred shrines and exalted stations, and
when thou hast recognized and found and attained their pres-
ence, pause and say:

May the first light that shone from the horizon of the face of
your Lord, the Creator of heaven, be upon you, O manifes-
tations of faithfulness and dawning-places of the names in the
kingdom of creation! I testify that through you were raised the
banners of victory and the standards of guidance, the horizon
of steadfastness was illumined and the breeze of God wafted
among all creatures. Through you was renewed the garment of
martyrdom and there appeared that which bewildered minds
and hearts. You are they who sacrificed what you possessed,
your souls, every member of your bodies, and every vein in your
flesh in the path of God, your Beloved and your Goal. You are
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they whom no oppressor’s tyranny, no censurer’s blame, nor
the power of any who turned away from God deterred, when
He came with sovereignty encompassing all in the heavens and
earth. I testify that by your tribulation the Concourse on High
lamented, and the dwellers of the Most Glorious Pavilion, and
the tongue of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, spoke
forth. Before all believers: “We are God’s, and to Him shall
we return.” And in all conditions, praise be to God, the Lord
of what was and what shall be.

Thereafter, ask of God whatsoever thou desirest of His bounty.
He is indeed the Mighty, the Loving....
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He is the Warbler

The servant has appeared with pen and tablet, desiring verses
to be sent down to him. We said: “They have filled the earth
and the heavens.” He says: “The ocean cannot quell my thirst
for knowledge. I desire that from the fountainhead of Thy Most
Exalted Pen there should flow forth oceans in remembrance of
Thy Most Glorious Name.” We say: “The lands would be
laid waste thereby and the people would drown therein.” He
says: “This would be better for them and for the lands, by Thy
dominion that overshadows the worlds.” We said: “Can fire
benefit the fish, or water the salamander?” He says: “Whatso-
ever appears from Thee, shouldst Thou so desire, is the most
great antidote for the nations and a healing for all ills” We
said: “Bring forth thy witnesses in proof” He says: “Thou,
Thou art the Dayspring of verses! Thou seest among the peo-
ple those who flee from the Most Great Name, and among
them are those whom God hath made the Kawthar of eternity.
Thus doth the Pen testify from the presence of One Who is
All-Knowing, All-Wise.”

Would that the people knew of the waves of this ocean and
what lieth concealed therein of the pearls of the knowledge of
their Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing!

O Pen! Days have passed while thou wert silent, uttering nei-
ther remembrance nor exposition. Because of this the realities
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and divine explanations have lamented. Revive all things once
again through thy sweet melody, that perchance thou mayest
behold one who will arise to serve thy Lord and aid Him, de-
tached from all else save Him. We testify that through thee
the fountains of wisdom have flowed in the hearts of creation,
and the Kawthar of life hath streamed forth for the people
of understanding, and through thee the breaths of inspiration
have wafted among mankind and the fragrances of revelation
among the followers of all religions.

With this conquering, prevailing power, and this all-
encompassing, penetrating sovereignty, canst thou speak
that whereby the gate of My Paradise might be opened - that
Paradise which lay hidden in the knowledge of thy Lord, the
Illuminator of lights - and whereby thou mightest behold
shining from its horizon the Sun of the beauty of thy Lord,
Who caused thee to speak a word from His presence to all who
are in the heavens and the earth? It is a Paradise wherein
are enumerated the bounties of divine knowledge, and around
which the Garden circleth at eventide and at dawn. Come,
O My Pen, that I may recount unto thee and thou mayest
recount unto Me. Nay, thou art powerless to do this and
findest thyself unable to describe that station and what hath
been ordained therein. Canst thou speak that whereby the
heart of thy Lord would be gladdened, or whereby the thirst
of him who hath stood at the gate might be quenched? This,
despite My knowledge that wert thou to send down verses to
the number of the drops of rain and fill therewith the tablets
of earth and heaven, he would still say: “Where is Thine other
favor, O Thou Who sendest down bounty from the heaven of
bestowals to all who are in creation?”

O Pen! This is thy Day. Move between the fingers of the
Beloved at His bidding, and captivate the dwellers of the King-
dom with thy melodies and the denizens of the Realm of Might
through the mention of this Beauty that hath shone forth from
the horizon of grace, and this Countenance that hath appeared
from the horizon of glory. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my
God, for having honored me with Thy presence and caused me
to speak forth Thy praise. I testify that this proceedeth not
from me, nor do I deserve it, but rather from Thy grace, O
Thou in Whose grasp are the reins of all created things.

This is a paradise wherein the sun is seen rising from its
dayspring, and it is the face of thy Lord, the Most Glorious,
and the light of its moon is from the brow of God, the Lord of
all return. From the murmur of its waters is heard: “There is
no God but Me, the Wondrous,” and from the rustling of its
trees: “There is no God but I, the Beauteous,” and from the
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whistling of its winds: “There is no God but I, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing.” Every creature therein is a spirit from
God’s Spirit, declaring: “I belong to God, the Lord of Lords.”
Whoso tasteth of its fruits findeth the sweetness of Paradise
and all its gardens. Glory be to God! All this is at the level of
description, while it existeth at a station beyond all mention.

Say: It is a station where the glance of vision cannot penetrate,
nor can the birds of fancy reach its heights. God hath made
it sanctified beyond the mention of creation and exalted above
the understanding of all on earth. To this testifieth every dis-
cerning mystic.

A Lote-Tree therein proclaimeth: “God hath testified concern-
ing Him Who hath appeared that there is no God but He, and
He is the Hidden Treasure, the Concealed Mystery, the Living
Ocean, and the Dayspring of the All-Merciful. Through Him
hath appeared the oneness of My Being and the sanctification
of My Self from all similitudes, and through Him have appeared
the names and attributes, and all things have proclaimed: The
Kingdom and the Realm, then Power and Divinity, then Might
and Dominion belong to God, the Dayspring of signs.”

And another proclaimeth: “God hath testified concerning Him
Who hath appeared that there is no God but He. Through Him
hath shone forth the Sun of generosity and the world hath been
adorned with the lights of antiquity. Through Him hath every
heaven been raised up, every fragrance wafted abroad, and the
ocean of knowledge and wisdom hath surged.”

The Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken in chambers built of the
essence of wisdom, bearing witness unto His own Self that there
is no God but He. Blessed be this dawn for having been hon-
ored by a Day wherein the Lord of destiny hath turned toward
the Most Great Scene and the Throne of the All-Merciful hath
been established in the garden named Ridvan. Thereupon the
trees swayed, the flowers smiled, the fruits stirred, the birds
sang, the branches were attracted, the boughs reached forth,
and the garden and all within it moved in yearning for the call
of God, the Sovereign, the Almighty, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Exalted.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or15696.102b
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of majesty and might.

2 O thou who art drawn by the magnet of love and who movest
in adoration about the Cause of thy Lord, the Lord of being!

That which was embroidered with the traces of ink hath indeed
come, and it hath spoken with utmost clarity of the degrees
of love and of union. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast
attained unto these days and entered beneath the shadows of
the mercy of thy Lord, the King of all names. Well is it with
thee, for thou hast rent asunder the veils of idle fancy and at-
tained unto the knowledge of the All-Known. Happy art thou,
for thou hast quaffed from the chalice of bounty the Kawthar
of eternal life; thou hast entered the gardens of intimacy and
faithfulness, and hast won that which was promised by the
tongues of the Prophets and chosen ones of God.

My heart calleth aloud unto My Pen and saith: “Make mention
of the subtleties of love that are treasured within me, for the
sake of him who dwelleth beneath the shadows of grace and
mercy, and expound unto him that which shall rejoice him in
the days of his Lord, the Lord of all creation.”

The Pen maketh reply, and confesseth its impotence in depict-
ing this station, saying: “There is no need for further disclo-
sure, after that which hath been established both in secret and
in open.” By thy life, O beloved! Well-nigh would the heart
soar away, out of longing for the loved ones of God, the Lord
of the final return. Were it not for the multitude of occupa-
tions and the preoccupation of the mind, night and day would
I be engaged in celebrating those souls who have taken wing,
through the pinions of detachment, unto the kingdom of the
knowledge of their Lord, the King of origination and the Lord
of invention.
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If, then, delay occurreth, it proceedeth from the intrusion of
outward hindrances; otherwise, the heart, the tongue, the ut-
terance and the fingers all bear witness that there is naught
with Me sweeter than the mention of the friends of God, nor
aught more delectable than correspondence with those who
have attained unto the knowledge of the Creator of all things.

I beseech God, the Lord of existence and the Educator of the
seen and the unseen, to ordain for His yearning ones that which
shall confirm them in intimacy and love, in concord and affec-
tion and unity. In this Day there is no station more exalted
than loving fellowship and purity of heart, nor any rank more
lofty than unity and faithfulness. This is that whereunto He
Who is the Lord of everlasting life hath bidden us. Blessed is
he who holdeth fast unto the cord of his Lord, renounceth his
own self and passion, and striveth for the unity of souls and
the union of hearts.

Say: O ye lovers of God! Ponder upon ages bygone and cycles
past. Never did the Cause of God in any age rise to ascendancy
save through perfect unity and pure, unalloyed love. Strive,
then, in this mighty Cause, and exert your utmost in this mo-
mentous task. He, exalted be He, hath, in all the Tablets,
enjoined upon you that which will guide you to the paths of
rectitude and lead you to the ways of true prosperity.

Contemplate His supreme bounty and that loving care the like
of which the eyes of the world have never beheld. Ye have
attained, in this Revelation, unto that whereunto none hath
attained before you; nay, for very longing after it the lovers
passed away in their sighing, and the horizons resounded with
lamentation at its mention. In the sight of God there is no
favour greater than this. It behoveth you to recognize its worth,
to arise steadfastly in His Cause, to strive to guide His crea-
tures unto the City of His knowledge, and to lead His servants
unto the gardens of His wisdom and His command.

Blessed art thou, O beloved, for that in all seasons thou hast
attained unto the Kawthar of bounty and beneficence. 1 en-
treat God, exalted be He, to shelter thee ever beneath His
protecting shade, to adorn thee continually with the robes of
His loving care and grace, to vouchsafe unto thee the supreme
constancy in His Cause, and to assist thee in the promulgation
of His teachings among His creatures. Verily, He is mighty to
do whatsoever He willeth. There is no God but He, the One,
the Peerless, the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Say: Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Hope! Upon
Thee do I rely, and unto Thy command do I submit. O Thou
unto Whom all hands are lifted up in supplication, O Thou
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Who art invoked in the end and in the beginning, and remem-
bered in palaces and in deserts! How shall I make mention of
Thee with words, whilst I behold Thee exalted above them all?
How shall T describe Thee by Thine effects, whilst I witness
Thee sanctified from them and the Author of their being?

That which existeth is described by what is greater than itself
in station, nobler in rank and more exalted in remembrance;
yet Thou art the Creator of existence and the Lord of the invis-
ible and the visible. How, then, shall things created describe
Thee, when they have no mention in Thy court and no being
within the precincts of Thy majesty? Whenever I ponder Thine
independence, O Lord of the kingdom of glory and wealth, I
am constrained to silence, lest I fall into an error graver still.

And yet, when I behold the going forth of Thy irrevocable
decree and Thy firm command that I should make mention
of Thee amongst Thy servants, I venture to extol and praise
Thee, turning not to my unworthiness and my lack of aptitude,
but to Thy bounty and Thy loving-kindness, O Creator of all
things and Lord of all being.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of existence and Master of the unseen
and the seen, by Thy Greatest Name and by Thy irrevoca-
ble decree, to protect Thy loved ones in the shadow of Thy
guardianship, to vouchsafe unto them the bounty of Thy lov-
ing care, to give them to drink of the Tasnim of Thy favour and
mercy, and to aid them, O my Lord, in the diffusion of Thy
traces throughout Thy lands and in guiding Thy servants unto
the City of Thy knowledge. Ordain for them that which de-
lighteth their hearts and expandeth their breasts; for Thou art
He Who hath named His own Self “the All-Bountiful”. There
is no God but Thou, the One, the Peerless, the Most High, the
Most Great.

And in the end of these words, O beloved of the heart, con-
fer the wondrous tokens of glorification upon the faces of the
steadfast lovers of God, and remember them, on behalf of this
lowly servant, with a remembrance more tender than any re-
membrance and loftier than any praise. Upon thee and upon
them be the mercy, the glorification and the glory of God, one
and all.

Praise be to God, the Aim of them that truly know and the
Lord of all the worlds.
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Revealed for the Most Great Festival

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having cast in this Day the
radiance of all Thy names upon all created things, O Thou
Who art the Lord of glory, majesty, and grandeur; of power,
might, and blessings! This is the Day whereon He Who is the
Mouthpiece of God, the All-Possessing, the Inaccessible, the
Most High, hath called out from the realm of eternity, saying:
“The Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!”

Lauded be Thy name, O Thou Who causest the winds to blow
and the dawn to break, Who revealest the verses and unveilest
the proofs! All things proclaim that Thou art God, and that
there is none other God but Thee, the Sovereign, the All-
Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most Great. Magnified be
Thy name, O Thou Who art the Fashioner of the heavens and
the Creator of all names, Who sheddest Thy splendour upon all
things through the power of Thy Most Great Name. This, ver-
ily, is the name whereby the Mystic Dove hath warbled upon
the celestial bough, proclaiming: “All dominion belongeth for-
ever unto God, our Lord, the Most Merciful!”

Glorified art Thou, O King of eternity, and Ruler of the na-
tions, and Quickener of every mouldering bone! Praise be unto
Thee, a praise that no earthly tongue can ever befittingly ex-
tol, a praise through which the outpourings of Thy mercy have
rained upon all created things and the light of Thy countenance
hath shone upon all who are in heaven and on earth. Praise
be unto Thee, a praise that hath unloosed the tongue of every
stammerer in Thy celebration, that hath drawn every remote
one nigh unto the seat of Thy mighty throne, and that hath
guided every thirsty one to the living waters of Thy bounty and
the soft-flowing streams of Thy favour. Praise be unto Thee, a
praise through which the fragrance of the robe of Thy mercy
hath been wafted upon all who are in heaven and on earth,
and the sweet smell of the roses of Thy Paradise hath been
diffused over the dwellers of the cities of eternity, and every
name hath been made to extol Thy remembrance and glory.
Praise be unto Thee, a praise that hath endued the hearts of
Thy loved ones with such constancy that no earthly veil can
hinder them from fixing their gaze upon the horizon of Thy
bounties, nor can the ascendancy of the oppressors deter them
from beholding the wondrous light of Thy countenance. Praise
be unto Thee, a praise that hath blotted out from the hearts
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of Thy servants the mention of aught else save Thee and aided
them to teach Thy Cause and to blazon Thy remembrance in
every region.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy most excellent names and
Thy most exalted attributes, and by them that have soared in
the atmosphere of Thy nearness and good-pleasure and taken
flight upon the wings of trust and detachment towards the
Dayspring of Thy name, the All-Merciful, and by the blood
that hath been shed for Thy sake, and by the sighs that have
been uttered for Thy love, to accept from us on this day all
our works in Thy path.

This is the Day whereon the All-Merciful shed the splendour
of His effulgence upon all names. All glory be to that which
God hath bestowed upon us!

This is the Day whereon He Who is the Hidden and the Unseen
appeared before the eyes of all creation. All glory be to that
which God hath bestowed upon us!

This is the Day whereon the Most Great Idol was shattered.
All glory be to that which God hath bestowed upon us!

This is the Day whereon the Lord of mercy revealed Himself
unto all creation. All glory be to that which God hath be-
stowed upon us!

This is the Day whereon Pharaoh was drowned and Moses
beheld Him Who is the Beauty of the All-Glorious Lord. All
glory be to that which God hath bestowed upon us!

) This is the Day whereon the false gods of idle fancy were over-

thrown through the power of our Lord, the Almighty, the All-
Knowing. All glory be to that which God hath bestowed upon
us!

This is the Day whereon the billows of the Most Great Ocean
were made manifest in the Scene of transcendent glory. All
glory be to that which God hath bestowed upon us!

This is the Day whereon all created things were summoned to
the presence of their Lord, the Inaccessible, the Most High. All
glory be to that which God hath bestowed upon us!

This is the Day whereon all things testified to that whereunto
the Tongue of Power hath testified before the Divine Lote-Tree.
All glory be to that which God hath bestowed upon us!
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To: Ali Askar father of Mihdi Yazdi et al.

He is God, exalted be He. His is the utterance, and He is that
bounty which, throughout all creation, hath had and can have
no peer.

O thou who circlest about the ocean of My knowledge, and
gazest upon the shining light of the horizon of My proof! Hear-
ken unto My call. Verily, it draweth thee unto such a station
that all things therein proclaim: “The sovereign Lord hath
come unto the Fashioner of earth and heaven.”

The letter of Jinab-i-*Ali-Qabl-‘ Askar attained the Divine Pres-
ence. Praised be God, the fragrance of the love of the Wronged
One was wafted therefrom. And whereas he hath written:
“Praised be God, through the grace of the one true God, ex-
alted be His glory, I have attained unto every blessing; yet
know I not wherefore my heart is not glad”—after these words
had been hearkened unto, this Most Great verse was revealed
from the Most Exalted Pen:

O ‘Ali-Qabl-‘Askar! Upon thee be the glory of God, the Lord
of destiny.

Be of good cheer, inasmuch as the Lord of the worlds hath, from
the Most Great Prison, turned His gaze toward thee. Rejoice
in thy soul, for thy Best-Beloved hath set upon His head the
crown of Manifestation and hath imparted unto thee this glad-
tiding. Be gladdened in thy spirit, for the Trustworthy Spirit,
together with a company of angels, is present and hath attained
unto the hearing of those words which, out of pure grace, have
descended from the heaven of bounty. Rejoice in thy speech, for
the Kingdom of utterance is occupied with thy remembrance.

O ‘Ali-Qabl-‘Askar! The causes of thy joy have ever been,
and still are, beyond all mention and expression, sanctified
above reckoning and the tongue’s recital. The first of these
is turning unto the Most Exalted Horizon; the second, the
recognition of the Lord of the kingdom of names; the third,
the hearkening unto the call from the mouths of His chosen
ones; the fourth, the beholding of His signs in the days of
God. In brief, the causes of gladness are many. It is Our hope
that henceforth thou mayest be happy of heart, joyous of soul,
and gladdened in spirit, for these are the days of the Most
Great Rejoicing. And should aught at times appear which, by
reason of the consummate wisdom of God, seemeth outwardly
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contrary thereto, assuredly that very thing is the cause of the
manifestation of heavenly blessings and celestial banquets.

Ponder thou the events that have come to pass in the land of
Ya. By My life! Every one of them hath served to exalt the
Word of God and to uplift His Cause. Whatsoever appeareth
in the days of the Manifestation—even though outwardly it be
abasement—hath a hundred thousand honors concealed within
it; and though it seem chastisement, a hundred thousand mer-
cies lie hidden therein. Did the heedless souls but know the
mysteries of martyrdom, never would they commit such deeds.
But God hath set a seal upon their mouths, their eyes, their
minds, and their understanding, inasmuch as they accounted
the mighty gain as loss, and, with their own hands, rendered
assistance unto the Cause, though they perceive it not. Verily,
He aideth His Cause at one time through His enemies, and at
another through His friends.

From the Most Exalted Pen there was revealed, concerning
those pure and blessed souls, that which the world and its trea-
sures and means can never equal. Ere long shall the heedless
and the unjust behold the recompense of their deeds. Whatso-
ever hath befallen the branches of the Blessed Lote-Tree and
His loved ones hath all been inscribed and recorded. Soon will
God exalt them through His grace and assist them with His
hosts. Praised be God, the honored Afnan are present in those
regions and have been, and continue to be, confirmed under
all conditions. Praised be God, Who hath exalted His noble
servant and made manifest whatsoever He hath willed. Verily,
He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful. The loved ones of that
land have each one attained unto the remembrance of God,
exalted be His glory.

And as to that which hath been mentioned concerning the
sorrow of some and the weeping of others in the land of Ya—
this act on their part is an error, for those holy souls have
attained unto the Most Great Martyrdom and have entered
the path of God and His love. It behoveth all to cry aloud:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the worlds!”

O God, O God! O Best-Beloved, O Best-Beloved! O Desire
of our hearts, O Desire of our hearts! We beseech Thee, by
Thine all-embracing bounty, to aid us to offer up our lives in
Thy path, and to lay down whatsoever we possess before Thy
coming. Thou art the Fulfiller of the needs of them that ask
and seek, and in Thy grasp are held the reins of all who are in
the heavens and on the earth.
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O thou who hast quaffed the choice wine of everlasting life!
Convey, on behalf of the Wronged One, greetings and glorifi-
cation unto Jinab-i-Mirza Mihdi. Repeatedly hath his remem-
brance been mentioned. God willing, he shall be confirmed
in spreading abroad the Cause of God. These are the days of
teaching, for the sign of triumph and victory hath appeared,
arisen, and shone forth from the horizon of the land of Ya.
This is the time—yea, the very time—for teaching. The friends
must arise and, with joy and fragrance, draw the heedless unto
the quarter of awareness. That deed which was performed in
that land for the sake of manifesting love was, in the sight of
the Wronged One, accepted and remembered. God willing, all
may cleave unto such deeds as lead the servants nigh unto Him.
This is the irrevocable command that hath shone forth from
the horizon of the Pen of the Most Great Name. Happy are
they that understand, and happy are they that act. Praise be
unto God, the Lord of all worlds.

Remember, on behalf of the Wronged One, all the people of
that house, every one, and illumine them with the lights of the
Word of God. Great is this Day, and mighty the grace thereof.
Blessed is he who hath turned unto the horizon of Revelation,
severed from all who are in the heavens and on the earth.

The glory be upon you all.
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To: Baha’is of Ardistan et al.

He is the Herald from His Most Glorious Horizon

A Book sent down by the King of the Kingdom to those who
have believed in God, the Single, the All-Informed. O My loved
ones in Alif and Ra, hear My call, for verily it draws you unto
a station wherein the Lamp speaks forth light and prosperity
for the party of God - those whom the veils of names have
not prevented from God, the Lord of all beings, and whom
the hosts of those who denied God’s proof and evidence and
disbelieved in the Day of Judgment did not frighten.

O My loved ones! We have mentioned you before in various
Tablets and We mention you at this time as a grace from God,
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the Kind, the Generous. Beware lest the clamor and opposi-
tion of those who have denied God’s Manifestation and His
sovereignty and who have uttered that which caused the an-
gels and the Spirit to lament, and those who appeared before
the Face and heard the Call and attained unto what was in-
scribed by the Supreme Pen in the books of the Prophets and
Messengers, make you sorrowful. Say: Beware lest you waste
your stations or deprive yourselves of what has been ordained
for you in the Most Exalted Paradise by God, the Lord of the
worlds.

Days and nights have passed, yet mention of your names has
not appeared before the Throne. Say: Fear God, O compan-
ions of Baha, and be not among the silent ones. This is a Day
wherein the Tongue of Grandeur has spoken amongst creation
and all things have called out. This is a Day the mention of
which the Lord of the world and sovereign of nations has sent
down in His clear Book. Take it with the hands of power and
might, then read it at all times, a command from God, the
Ordainer, the Wise.

5 We beseech God to assist you in that which draws the servants

near unto Him, to aid you with the hosts of wisdom and ut-
terance, and to protect you from the evil of the oppressors.
Observe the power and sovereignty of God, how He seized the
oppressors who shed the blood of His loved ones, denied His
proof, and cast aside His clear evidence. Earthquakes have
seized the tribes of the earth who broke God’s covenant and
His pact and cast aside what they were commanded in His
Mighty Book.

i We beseech God to strengthen His Majesty the Sultan and

protect him from the evil of those whom He raised up through
means, wealth, and gold which deluded them, and the resources
that made them among the most lost. These denied God’s fa-
vor after its descent, consumed people’s wealth unjustly, and
imagined themselves to be among the believers. The Mother
Book bears witness, as it moves in the palace which God has
made the seat of His mighty throne, that no party among
parties nor any host among hosts aided the Sultan, but My
Supreme Pen aided him with an unbreakable covenant. To this
testifies what has appeared from My loved ones in all regions,
then those who circumambulate the House in this exalted sta-
tion.

O son of Rafi’! Hear the call of thy Lord, the Most Glorious,
then recite among the servants that thy Lord’s Book may draw
them near to the horizon from which shone forth the luminary
of God’s utterance, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. By My life!
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Those who consume His bounties yet deny His grace have be-
trayed Him. Verily, they are among the treacherous in My
clear Book.

It behooveth every one who has turned unto God to remem-
ber His Lord for having aided him to recognize Him on a Day
wherein the clamor of those near unto God was raised. Say:
Glory be unto Thee, O God, Lord of Names, and glory be unto
Thee, O Lord of all beings! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Glo-
rious Name, Who bore hardships in Thy path and tribulations
in Thy love, to assist Thy loved ones in Thy remembrance and
praise and enable them to manifest Thy justice in Thy king-
dom. O Lord! Thou seest them silent in Thy days, content
with Thy decree. They desire naught save the reformation of
Thy earth and the extinction of the fire of hatred and animos-
ity in the hearts of Thy creation. Verily, Thou art powerful
over what Thou willest, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all
names. Thou doest what Thou pleasest and ordainest what
Thou desirest. There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Informed.

O Pen! Remember him who hath been named “The Most Great
Victory”, who hath quaffed the choice wine of immortality from
the chalice of Thy bounty, and who left his homeland, seeking
his most exalted home before the throne of Thy justice, until he
arrived at the spot wherefrom was raised My sweetest call and
the shrill sound of My Most Exalted Pen. We bear witness that
he hath attained unto that which was inscribed by the Pen of
Thy loving-kindness in Thy Books and Thy Scriptures and Thy
Tablets. O Lord! Aid them who are related to Thee to arise
to serve Thy Cause - they who have turned unto Thee with
radiant faces. Verily, Thou art the One Who ruleth through
Thy sovereignty, Who dominateth through Thy signs, Who is
manifest through Thy proof, Who speaketh through Thy Book,
and Who holdeth fast to Thy mighty cord. The Kingdom and
the Dominion belong to God, the Strong, the Conquering, the
Almighty.

O son of Rafi’! Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thy letter reached
the Prison, and thy Lord answered thee with such utterance
as hath enraptured the hearts of them who are nigh unto God
and the sincere ones. The glory shining from the horizon of
the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those
who have quaffed the choice wine of Mine utterance from the
chalice of My bounty and who have acknowledged that which
the Tongue of My grandeur hath spoken from the Kingdom of
My wondrous utterance.
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11 Thus doth the Most Great Spirit teach thee from His luminous
Station. He is, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.
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To: Aga Ali Zargar who has attained

1 He is God, exalted is He in wisdom and utterance

2 O Ali, upon thee be my Glory! The Most Exalted Summit, the
Utmost Goal, and the Supreme Horizon is a station whereof
the Mother Book doth testify and the Preserved Tablet doth
make mention, and wherein He Who conversed upon Sinai is
established upon the throne of Revelation. This is the Call
for the hearing of which the ears of the world were created.
Blessed is the soul whom neither the vicissitudes of the world
nor the ascendancy of the nations did hinder or deprive from
the Most Great Name.

3 Today all things are adorned and illumined with the lights of
true unity. Beseech ye God that He withhold not His servants
from His bounties and deprive not creation from the manifesta-
tion of His generosity. The glance of His loving-kindness hath
ever been and continueth to be directed towards His loved ones
- they who are detached from all else save God, who hold fast
unto the cord of divine love, who act according to that which
hath been sent down in the Book, and who are so steadfast in
the Cause that the deniers, the barking ones, and the deceivers
find no occasion to speak. They dwell beneath the shadow of
the standard “Verily I am God” and are quickened and glad-
dened by the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen. These are
the servants whose attributes have been recorded in the divine
Books of the past and present. They have quaffed from the
Kawthar of utterance and received their portion of the sealed
wine. The clamor of the world is to them more insignificant
than the buzzing of a fly. They speak for God’s sake and unto
Him do they return.

i Blessed art thou, O Ali, for having turned towards Him, mi-
grated, and directed thy steps until thou didst attain a place
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wherein was heard the rustling of the Blessed Tree, the flow-
ing of the waters of oneness, and the whistling of the eternal
winds. Verily He strengthened thee and enabled thee to attain
His presence, to stand before His gate, to hearken unto His call
and to behold His horizon. Give thanks unto God, by night
and by day, for this bounty wherewith thou, thy son, and those
with thee have been favored in the Most Great Prison. He, ver-
ily, is the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Say: Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

The letters of the people of Qaf which were sent to thee before
and after were presented by this servant before His presence
and were honored to be heard. We have remembered them
and do remember them and give them glad tidings of Our
loving-kindness and mercy, and We counsel them with that
which beseemeth them who are nigh unto God in these days
of God, the Beloved of the mystics. We make mention of them
through Our loving-kindness and remind them of Our verses
and show them the waves of the ocean of Our generosity and
the effulgences of the lights of the sun of Our grace. Verily thy
Lord is the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth. There is
none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Praised. Thus
have We sent down the bounty of Our recognition, the table
of Our utterance, and the fruits of the Tree of Our loving-
kindness. By the life of God! The Wronged One remembereth
His loved ones at all times and commandeth them to that which
will manifest their stations among the peoples of the world.

O people of God! Aid your Lord, the All-Merciful, through
wisdom and utterance, and through the hosts of goodly deeds
and character, that the fragrance of His good-pleasure may be
diffused therefrom. And I am the All-Knowing Expositor. At
dawn We remember the righteous ones, and neither by night
nor by day hath the Pen of the Unconstrained ceased to move.
Blessed is the servant who is attracted by its shrill voice and
turneth with his heart to its horizon, and woe unto every heed-
less doubter.

Mention hath been made of Samandar, upon him be the glory
of God, and of Qasim and Muhammad, upon both of them
be the glory of God. Their letters were previously received,
and all the names mentioned therein were adorned with the
remembrance of God, the grace of God, and the bounty of God.
We beseech God to aid them to preserve this most exalted
remembrance and most glorious station.

We make mention in this station of the wife of him who was
named ‘Abdu’l-Husayn in a Tablet that shone forth from the
horizon of the sun of her Lord’s loving-kindness, the Mighty,
the Wondrous. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to ordain for
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her that which beseemeth His generosity and grace. Verily,
nothing can frustrate Him, and no affair can prevent Him. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. We
make mention of My other handmaiden, the sister of Lutf-‘Alj,
who hath turned unto God and attained His presence. We give
her the glad-tidings that My Pen hath been moved to make
mention of her—the Pen through whose movement all created
things were stirred and all existing things were turned towards
the lights of My luminous and shining countenance.

We make mention, too, of My other handmaiden, the wife of
the late ‘Abdu’s-Samad who believed in God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. We beseech God, exalted be He, to forgive
them, to absolve them of their misdeeds, and to cause them to
enter the most exalted Paradise-the station wherein the atoms
cry out: “Enter ye, enter ye, O people of Baha and companions
of the Crimson Ark! We long to meet you, to remember you,
to praise you, to arise to serve you, and to circle round about
you. God hath created us to serve you all. Enter ye, enter ye;
enter ye all, enter ye all, in peace from God and mercy from

His presence and grace from His side and light from His realm.

Verily, He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones, the God
of all who are in the heavens and the earth, the Object of the
hearts of them that know, and the Beloved of the hearts of
them that long for Him.”

The glory that shineth resplendent from the horizon of the
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To: Rahmatullah Bunabi et al.

He is the One manifest through grace, and the Ordainer of
justice

Praise be to God Who hath sent down the verses and revealed
the clear tokens and fulfilled what He promised His servants
in His Book through the tongues of His Messengers. He is the
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One Who announced to all the tidings at which were agitated
the hearts of His creation who cast behind their backs His or-
dinances and denied His signs and disputed His proof. And
peace and blessings be upon the Hands of His Cause who have
detached themselves from all else save Him and have arisen
to serve His loved ones in His days and have summoned all to
the choice wine of utterance in His Name, the All-Merciful. Ex-
alted, exalted be His grace, and exalted, exalted be His bounty,
and exalted, exalted be His generosity which hath encompassed
all existence, both seen and unseen.

This is a mention from Us to him who traversed the path when
he heard the proof from God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. The
Day hath come while the people are in evident drunkenness
- they heard the call yet turned away from it, thus did their
souls entice them. Verily they are in manifest loss.

O Rahmatullah! The Supreme Pen hath testified for thee in
this Most Glorious Station that thou hast sought the ultimate
goal and the highest aim - the station wherein the call was
raised from the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
before the faces of all peoples: “God, there is no God but He,
the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” By its call
were all things attracted, and by its manifestation did all names
bow down, and by its mention were agitated the hearts of the
ungodly who denied God and cast aside His Book out of their
hatred for Him Who conversed on Sinai, Who is established
upon the throne of Revelation and speaketh with the most
exalted call: “By God, the Truth! He hath come at Whose
appearance the eyes of those near unto God were solaced.”

Blessed art thou for having turned toward the Dayspring of
Revelation and the Source of Inspiration whereby the ocean
of knowledge surged in the contingent world and the call was
raised from all directions: “He Who is the Lord of Names and
Attributes hath come with the kingdom of signs.” Blessed is
he who hath witnessed and seen, and woe unto the heedless.

i I bear witness that thou hast heard the shrill voice of My Pen

and hast attained unto My traces and hast drunk the choice
wine of revelation from the hand of My bounty in days wherein
the fire of oppression and corruption was kindled among the
servants who violated the Covenant and Testament of God, the
Lord of all worlds.

O Rahmat! We beseech God to send down through thee mercy
upon His servants there. Verily He is the Most Merciful of the
merciful. When the Kawthar of My utterance took hold of
thee and thou didst attain the choice wine of My knowledge,
say:
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“My God, my God! Thine is the munificence and the glory,
and Thine the grace and bounty, for Thou hast given me to
drink, from the hands of Thy favor, the Kawthar of Thy grace,
and hast ordained for me the blessing of recognition from Thy
Most Exalted Pen in Thy Book wherein that which is revealed
therein shall never be erased nor altered, throughout the dura-
tion of Thy sovereignty and Thy kingdom.

“O my Lord! I testify to the oneness of Thy Being and the sanc-
tity of Thy Self, and that Thou art the Omnipotent over what
Thou willest. The tyrants of the earth cannot prevent what
Thou hast willed by Thy sovereignty, nor can the pharaohs of
the lands prevent what Thy Will hath desired.

“O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one who hath hastened from
his homeland to the ocean of Thy riches, and whom the hand of
Thy bounty hath caused to enter the pavilions of Thy grandeur.
I beseech Thee, O Thou Who hast illumined the horizons with
the light of Thy manifestation and hast aided the servants
to draw nigh unto the depths of the ocean of Thy oneness
through the hidden pearls in the shells of Thy protection, to
open before my face and the faces of Thy loved ones the doors
of Thy generosity. Then grant us the blessing of attaining Thy
presence time and again. Thou art He before Whose power all
created things have bowed down, and before the dawning of the
Day-Star of Thy Cause all contingent things have submitted.
Ordain for us the good of this world and the world to come.

“O my Lord! Withhold not me and Thy loved ones in Banab
from the waves of the ocean of Thy knowledge, nor from the
effulgences of the sun of Thy mercy. Write down for us from
Thy Most Exalted Pen that which will draw us nigh unto the
court of Thy might and the carpet of Thy presence. Verily
Thou art the Omnipotent, the Mighty, the Most Generous.”

2 Mention is made at this time of the friends in Bunab, both men

and women. Praise be to God, they have attained unto accep-
tance and are illumined by the light of recognition. This is the
Day of God and the Covenant is His Covenant. The waves of
the ocean of bounty are manifest before all faces. Beseech ye
God that He withhold not His servants from this grace, nor
deprive them of this endless bestowal. The True One, exalted
be His glory, is seated upon the throne of ‘He doeth what He
willeth’ through His Most Great Name, and inviteth all to His
eternal favor and everlasting generosity. Gladden ye hearts
with His remembrance, then hasten with your hearts toward
His direction. By the Sun of Truth, there hath appeared from
God’s infinite grace that which hath had no likeness or equal.
Take ye the chalice of bounty in His Name, then drink there-
from with wisdom and utterance, in defiance of every remote
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oppressor through whom the fire of hatred hath been kindled
amongst mankind, and the realities of all things have cried
out: “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the Mighty, the Praise-
worthy.” O people of Bonab! Praise ye the Desired One of
the world, Who hath aided you to turn unto Him, to men-
tion Him, and to recognize His sacred Being, and Who hath,
in this night when darkness hath encompassed the world, il-
lumined you with the light of utterance. The glory from Us
be upon you, upon your first and your last, your outward and
your inward selves, and the mercy of God and His blessings.
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To: Asad

He wrote that one of the loved ones had inquired concerning
this blessed verse: “The mystery of the great reversal in the
sign of the sovereign hath appeared. Blessed is he whom God
hath aided to acknowledge the six that were raised up through
this Alif. Verily, he is of the sincere” These passages were
presented before the Most Holy and Most Exalted Presence,
and this what the Mother Book hath spoken:

O Asad! O thou who gazest upon the One, the Single!

These expressions are found in a letter which Shaykh Ahmad
Ahsa’i - upon him be the Glory of God - wrote to someone, and
all its explicit statements, allusions, intimations and symbols
refer to the Manifestation Himself. The purpose was to inform
people and make them aware of the days when the Sun of
Knowledge would rise from the horizon of Iraq.

The Shaykhis inquired about the Shaykh’s words, the begin-
ning of which is adorned with these sublime words: “Verily,
after the passing of the ALMS by the AMR, the Mihdi - peace
be upon Him - shall arise...” until he said “The letter Waw con-
sists of three letters making six, and Alif, and six, and six days
have passed, and the Alif is the completion, and there is no
more to be said, and how about the latter six days, otherwise
the return would not occur” - referring to the blessed verse “ye
shall return” because it is the the mystery of the great reversal
in the sign of the sovereign.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ol o ol ) b R g &
2 S il 5 038 Ul |y Sl
2 V) e e ol b )
o Al e &) VY GOV L i) )
\J».x&ubfwﬁ\éﬁ\&b); ol 2
S )y gl Lo

a5 B Ll b
k\é&t}f{g@,;&Jao\)L‘p@\ :
5 s 3 5 S Gl ade Sl
sseh ey 801 Olises 5 Ol 4
HET, b Sl b K5 paie &b
G 3lp 3 Je 5 Sl iz

Nk Jlsu | et OUE et O
Ll day 4 e Sl U ol O Ul
B 01 ) e e ougll g AL all
S by Ty ) 5 T O ) 30511
S o Y Bl LN, VI
L2 5l o WY 5 91 (LY 2
) oS BN Byt sl

)

165



Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH01252

The pronounced Waw has three letters - two Waws and one
Alif in between. The meaning is that six days passed and
ended, referring to the blessed verse in the Qur’an where He,
exalted be He, says: “We created the heavens and the earth
in six days.” He states that heaven was rolled up like a scroll,
and all that was with it, and likewise the earth. He speaks
of elevated heavens in the Qur’an with their suns, moons and
stars, which are the divines, mystics, laws and ordinances - all
established by the Alif between two Waws. And if someone
achieves recognition of the remaining six, meaning these new
and wondrous heavens, the Cause is completed through the
Proof - that is, he knows, acknowledges and recognizes the
Proof, and the Most Great Name appears.

And concerning His words “the mystery of the great reversal
in the sign of the sovereign,” this refers to the tradition “He
maketh their highest to be their lowest, and their lowest to be
their highest.” Observe how the chiefs who occupied the high-
est station descended to the lowest station - this is the mystery
of the great reversal, and this reversal appeared from the sym-
bols and intimations of the Sovereign. After the appearance of
the blessed word “He” in the garment of “I,” heaven was rolled
up, the sun was darkened, the stars fell, and the earth was cleft
asunder. How many divines who considered themselves oceans
of knowledge were, by the aforementioned word, returned to
the worst of stations, nay, were brought to naught, and how
many servants who were remembered in no gathering were, by
virtue of their acceptance, reckoned among the denizens of the
highest heaven. These are the leaves of the scrolls, the words
of the Psalms, and the letters of the Book. The jewels of the
world were extracted from the retort and alembic of wisdom
and utterance, which is the Supreme Pen, by His command -
and He is the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

For a long time this Wronged One has not been inclined to-
wards scholarly investigation, nor is He now, for in the early
years such learned matters were discussed as would suffice.
Now this brief exposition that hath been set forth was solely
out of consideration for you. Know thou the bounty of thy
Lord and render thanks unto Him at morn and eventide.

The Shaykhis themselves have mentioned that when the de-
parted and honored Haji Siyyid Kazim - upon him be the
Glory of God - was asked about the elevated one, no answer
was forthcoming, and likewise from other Shaykhis. And all
acknowledged that were the meaning of these passages to be-
come manifest, they would turn towards the Supreme Horizon.
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Nevertheless, they were seen to be as stones, having no move-
ment, or as those struck down, as God the Exalted hath said:
“And thou mightest have seen the people therein struck down
as though they were the hollow trunks of palm-trees.”

Beseech ye God to awaken the heedless ones, to guide the seek-
ers unto their goal, and to not deprive His servants of this
fragrance that hath perfumed the world. He is the Powerful,
the Mighty. His is the command, both in the past and in the
future.

O Beloved of My heart! The door of fairness is shut and the
path of justice is blocked. All are occupied with vain imagin-
ings unworthy of mention, and are veiled from the light of the
Sun of Revelation. Woe unto them and unto those who follow
them! Nevertheless, since it hath been commanded that all
hearts should show forth the utmost love and kindness unto
all who dwell on earth, We therefore beseech the Exalted Lord
in utter lowliness that He may guide His creation and hold
them back from oppression and tyranny. He is the Almighty,
the All-Powerful.

In the Book of Isaiah - may my spirit be a sacrifice for all
besides Him - there is a passage that hath previously testified
to that which hath been expounded by the Most Exalted Pen
concerning the meaning of the words of the revered Shaykh -
upon him be all the most glorious Glory of God. He saith: “For,
behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” (Chapter 65,
verse 17).
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To: Haji Mulla ’Ali, in Tabriz

He is the Speaker, the Rememberer, the Forgiving, the Gener-
ous.

The first light that shone forth and gleamed from the horizon
of the heaven of the mercy of our Lord, the Master of cre-
ation, and the first splendor that flashed and glowed from the
dawning-place of the will of the Lord of the Throne and earth
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be upon thee, O thou who hast turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Horizon when those who dwell in the realm of creation
turned away from it. I testify that thou didst take hold of the
Book of God with power from Him and might from His pres-
ence, and didst believe in it and hasten unto it until thou didst
enter and present thyself at the Gate.

Thou art he who recognized the Dawning-Place of God’s Cause,
the Source of His Revelation, the Manifestation of His Com-
mand, the Recipients of His Knowledge, the Fountainhead of
His verses and the Wellspring of His proof. Blessed art thou
for having drunk the Kawthar of meeting from the hands of
bounty, and for having sought the shore of the sea of reunion
in the end, and for having attained unto the Day wherein the
mountains were set in motion and the Temple of the Mani-
festation was established upon the throne of His Name, the
Self-Sufficient, the Most High.

God’s mercy be upon the servant who draweth nigh unto thee
and standeth before thy grave and visiteth thee in accordance
with what hath been sent down for thee from the Most Ex-
alted Pen. And blessed is the servant who hath recognized thy
station and remembered thy days and what befell thee in the
path of God, thy Creator, thy Sovereign, thy Originator, thy
Benefactor and thy Lord.

5 1 testify that God’s decree was the most beloved of all things

unto thee, and this is a station none have attained save those
near ones and sincere ones whom God hath described in His
perspicuous Book as honored servants who speak not until He
hath spoken and who act by His command.

i I bear witness that thou didst remain steadfast when the pillars

of the world were shaken, composed when the hearts of the
nations were troubled, and tranquil when limbs did tremble for
fear of the Most Great Name of God. Thou art he whom the
Call enraptured when it was raised betwixt earth and heaven,
in such wise that thou didst forsake the world and turn unto
the Countenance, after the passing away of all things.

Thou art he who didst rend the veils and the obscuring mists,
and shatter the idols of vain imaginings and subtle allusions,
holding fast to the Cord of God, the Revealer of verses and the
Manifestor of clear testimonies. Thou art he who didst inhale
the fragrance of the Breeze of God in His days, who didst arise
amidst the dead, and didst answer thy Lord when the wine
of bewilderment had overtaken all the dwellers of the earth,
save whomsoever God willeda€”He unto Whom is thy return
and thy habitation. Thou art he whom the repudiation of men
from God, the Lord of the latter day and the former, could not
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deter; nor did the cavils of those who broke the Covenant in
the Day of Meeting affright thee.

Thou art he who didst set thy face toward the loftiest summit
and the most exalted homeland, and didst attain that which
had been inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson
Scroll. I bear witness that thou didst behold, in the path of
God, such things as melted the livers of the people of Baha
and caused the dwellers of the mortal realm of creation to
lament. Thou didst hear, in the path of God, the gloating
of the enemies, and didst witness from the people of malice
that which filled with grief the denizens of the cities of the
divine names. Lost indeed are they who turned away from
thee, contended with thee, and disputed with thee concerning
the Cause of God, thy Creator and thy Fashioner.

Thou art he who didst aid the Faith of God through utterance
and exposition, and who didst give glad tidings unto them that
turned unto Him of that which was sent down in the Torah, the
Gospel, and the Furgan. I bear witness that thou didst inhale
the fragrances of these days and didst recognize that which had
been inscribed in the Tablets by the Pen of the Will of God.
Thou art he whose temple was adorned, amidst all creation,
with the robe of trustworthiness and with the adornment of
utter servitude unto God, the Dayspring of the light of divine
oneness.

O solace of the eyes of the yearning and companion of the sin-
cere! I bear witness that thou didst visit the two Houses: the
first, built by the All-Glorious with the hand of power and
might; and the second, built by the Friend, by the command
of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. Thou art he whom
none knew before thy ascent unto the loftiest height; and after
thy ascension the Most Exalted Pen made manifest thy sta-
tion, and commemorated thee with that whose fragrance shall
never cease so long as the most beauteous names and the most
exalted attributes endure.

Thou art he who didst leave thy homeland out of love for God,
the Lord of the seen and the unseen, and didst depart from
thy house in longing for His presence, until at last thou didst
surrender thy spirit in His love and good-pleasure.

Peace be upon thee, and upon thy first and thy last, thy out-
ward and thy inward, and the mercy of God and His blessings.

Glory be unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of heaven!
I beseech Thee by the shrill voice of Thy Supreme Pen and the
breezes of Thy Revelation, O Lord of the Kingdom of eternity,
and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and the rain-
showers of the clouds of Thy bounty, that Thou forgive me and
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my father and my mother and my kinsmen, and whosoever
hath held fast unto the cord of Thy loving care and clung to
the hem of Thy bounty.

O Lord! The poor one hath stood before the gate of Thy
riches, the sinful one hath hastened unto the dawning-place of
Thy bestowal, seeking the wondrous gifts of Thy favors and
grace. I beseech Thee, O God of the worlds and Object of the
desire of them that are near unto Thee, by this grave and by
him who lieth therein, that Thou disappoint me not of that
which is with Thee. Write down, then, for me the good of
this world and of the world to come. Then fulfill, O my God,
my needs and whatsoever draweth me nigh unto Thee, O Lord
of all men, Master of the Throne on high and of earth below.
There is none other God but Thee, the Most High, the Most
Exalted.
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To: Sabri Effendi

He is the One Who calleth betwixt earth and heaven!

This is a mention from Us unto him who hath attained the
presence of God and won His most sweet call and appeared
before the Throne and toward whom was directed the gaze of
God, the All-Subduing, the Self-Subsisting, and who circled
round the Cause for successive years - to this doth My Most
Exalted Pen bear witness in this glorious and beloved station.
Grieve thou not over aught; that which shall gladden thy heart
hath been ordained for thee. Verily thy Lord is the Giver, the
Mighty, the Loving. Remember when thou didst attain Our
presence before the Throne time and again and didst hear the
call of the Wronged One in this exalted Stronghold. Beware
lest the affairs of the world sadden thee. Remember thy Lord,
the Possessor of all names, at morn and eventide. He verily
will protect thee in truth. He is, in truth, the Knower of things
unseen.

Know then that thy letter hath come before Our face and hath
won the gaze of Him by Whose name every witness and wit-
nessed thing doth speak. Be thou assured of thy Lord’s grace.
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Verily He remembereth him who remembereth Him and de-
sireth him who desireth Him in His praiseworthy station. The
Sun of Permission hath dawned from the horizon of the will
of the Lord of Destiny, through Whose bidding the Greatest
Vision appeared and every stone and clod did speak: “The
Promised One is come and that which was recorded in the
preserved tablet hath appeared.”

The Most Exalted Pen declareth: Praise be to God that
through divine favor thou didst abide for numbered years
beneath the shade of the divine Lote-Tree, and now too
the Sun of Permission shineth upon that which thou didst
desire. He will verily aid thee in what He willeth. He is
indeed the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Thou
shouldst turn to the land of the All-Merciful with utmost joy
and radiance and, according to thy capacity, occupy thyself
with the mention and praise of the Beloved of the world,
that perchance the slumbering may awaken and the dead be
quickened by the living waters.

Say: O people of the world! The morn of hope hath dawned
and the sun of knowledge shineth from the horizon of insight.
While time remaineth, deprive not yourselves of the everlasting
bounty and strive that ye may not be deprived of the spiritual
waters in the divine days. Be not gladdened by the world and
whatsoever is therein. By the life of God! Every treasure hath
been and is the cause of sorrow, grief, and infinite regret. Never
hath any transient thing been the cause of independence, nor
shall it ever be. Ere long shall all be seen to be non-existent
save what God, the Mighty, the Forgiving, the Generous, hath
ordained. God willing, thou shouldst speak of the love of God
with utmost steadfastness, be occupied with remembrance of
the Peerless Friend, and conduct thyself with perfect wisdom.
He will assuredly assist thee through His grace, and He is verily
the Almighty, the Powerful.

i The tribulations of this Wronged One in the horizons have

been evident to thee. After successive years when the Ancient
Beauty opened the prison gate through the key of power and
turned toward the plain of Akka, how many vexations and
matters that would waste the Cause of God arose, to such an
extent that their mention is not permissible. Ask thou God to
enable His loved ones to do what He loveth and pleaseth and
to make them of those who move not except by His will, who
cling to naught but His hem, and who speak naught but His
beautiful praise.

Had this land been as God desired it, We would not have
given thee permission to depart. However, since upheavals
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are observed both outwardly and inwardly therein, We have
given thee permission to proceed to another land, that per-
chance some souls may become mindful and turn their gaze
toward the Most Exalted Horizon. He is verily the Ordainer,
the All-Knowing. The glory be upon thee and upon those who
have won this Cause and believed in God, the Single One, the
All-Informed. O thou who circlest round the Throne! Hear-
ken unto the call from the realm of bounty - verily there is
no God but Me, the Forgiving, the Generous. My Most Ex-
alted Pen desireth to make mention of thy mother who turned
toward the direction of the Throne and sacrificed herself in
the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. We testify that
she attained the presence of God and heard the call of her
Lord when the Desired One was seated upon the throne of His
mercy that hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and
on earth. Grieve not for her - verily she hath ascended unto
the Sadratu’l-Muntaha, the Most Exalted Horizon, and the
Supreme Companion. He beareth witness to this, by Whose
will all things move. Thy Lord is, in truth, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed. We have crowned her with the crown of re-
membrance in this exalted station. All things shall perish save
this remembrance which hath today flowed from the Tongue
of Grandeur and Power. Verily thy Lord is the Bestower, the
Bountiful, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed is she and
blessed are they who remember her after her passing, and the
splendor of God rest upon her from His presence, the Beloved
of them that know.

We make mention of the loved ones of God in that land and
We send Our greetings to their faces from this mighty and
wondrous station. When thou seest them, give them the glad-
tidings of My loving-kindness, My favors and My mercy that
have encompassed all things great and small. Say: Ye are
remembered before the Throne. Beware lest the signs of the
world make you sorrowful. Remember your Lord, the Most
Merciful, at morn and at eventide. The splendor of God be
upon you and upon those who love you and make mention of
you and hold fast unto the cord of God, the Lord of all worlds.
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In the Name of the Lord who is Powerful over whatsoever He
willeth!

The representation of this evanescent one before the Afnan of
the Divine Lote-Tree - may my spirit be a sacrifice for their
love - is that the blessed, radiant and manifest leaf from which
wafted the fragrances of the love of the Beloved of the worlds,
and from which emanated the perfume of the garment of the
All-Glorious’ affection, adorned with the name of His Holiness
Ismu’llah M.H. - upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious - reached this servant, this evanescent attendant. For
some days His Holiness has departed from before the Throne
to those regions, and since he was not present, it became in-
cumbent upon this servant to respond to your letter on his
behalf. Praise be to God that your letter became the cause of
boundless joy and gladness. We beseech God to gladden the
heart and ears at all times through the perusal of your noble
letter and exalted discourse, for verily He is the Mighty, the
Powerful.

Several days ago when His Holiness Aqay-i-Ismu’llah was
present, your letter which was written to him was sent to the
Most Holy Court, and in response to certain passages therein,
wondrous and sublime words were revealed from the heaven
of divine will and dispatched. God willing, they will have
reached you by now.

Concerning what you wrote about the severity in the prison-
city, that which was destined has come to pass, and praise
be to God, in these days the fragrance of security has wafted,
and the corruption, enmity and wickedness of those impure
souls has become evident and manifest to most of the people
of the city. Some of the prisoners have been released, and seven
specified individuals spend most of their time with utmost joy
and delight traversing the marketplaces and associating with
the companions during the day, except that they return to
prison at night. In brief, there has been and continues to be
perfect ease and expansiveness, though the people of this city
are by nature corrupt and hypocritical, as they are counted
among the people of Syria. This is the utterance of His mighty
grandeur where He says: “Its people are the most wicked of
men and its land the best of lands, except for the lands which
God hath specially ordained by His command - verily He is
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” However, at this time they
are quiescent.
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Regarding what you wrote about sending copies of the sublime
Tablets to the land of Sad, it is evident that your honor has
always girded up the loins of service and has made and will
continue to make mighty efforts in spreading the verses and
signs of God. Blessed are you and blessed is he who holds fast
unto you in the love of God.

Concerning what you wrote about the loved ones in the land
of Kha, it was presented at the Most Holy Court. This is what
the Tongue of Grandeur spoke: “It behooveth them to thank
God for having caused them to recognize the Dawning-Place
of His Self, the One Who dominates all who are in the heavens
and on earth. We beseech Him to aid them to serve Him and to
remain steadfast in His Cause. Verily this is a mighty matter
and a great bounty.” End quote.

Regarding what you wrote about the son of that distinguished
person, it was presented before the Throne. Verses have been
revealed for them both that are unequaled by anyone in the
kingdom, and the original revelation was sent.

Concerning what you mentioned about the base sinner and his
return to hell, this is what God promised in the Book - verily
our Lord is severe in punishment. For after that sublime Book
was sent to him, the divine proof was completed against him
from all directions, yet he remains in astonishing heedlessness.
Therefore there was revealed unto him from the Kingdom of
Power that which returned him to a wretched station. And
regarding what was written about Haji Husayn and the deeds
of that sinful one, upon him be the curse of God, it is evident
that this smoke arises from that fire. However, in that detailed
Tablet which was revealed to that sinful one himself, at its end
a passage was revealed indicating that a soul from among that
group would attain to the truth. In any case, each one acts
according to his way, and that which befell Haji Husayn was
in the path of God. We beseech God to assist him in all con-
ditions. The details concerning him were presented before the
Divine Throne. Expressions of loving-kindness have dawned
and become manifest from the Dayspring of Divine mercy in
relation to him, and it was stated that such known opposers
have no need of teaching, for after the wondrous account We
commanded all to observe supreme wisdom and to protect the
accepted souls.

In any case, convey countless greetings from this evanescent
servant to the aforementioned Haji and say that praise be to
God that there befell you what befell the loved ones of God in
this land. And further, it is requested that on behalf of this
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servant they convey wondrous and exalted greetings to each
and every one of the Afnan of God and His loved ones. May
my spirit be sacrificed for their love. We beseech God to assist
me in mentioning them in His Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most
Wondrous, Most Pure, Most Mighty and Most Impregnable
Court.
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To: Mirza Fokhru’ddin, in Zanjan

In the name of Him Who speaketh the manifest truth!

> We have arisen in this day extolling My praise and remember-
ing the ocean of My bounty, and counselling My loved ones
who have held fast to the cord of My grace and clung to the
hem of the robe of [...] detached from all who are in the heavens
and the earth. Blessed is the ear that hath attained unto the
Call when it was raised from the Most Exalted Horizon, and
the eye that hath beheld the Dawning-Place of the Revelation
of God, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

O thou who art mentioned before the Throne! We have desired
to make mention of thee through a remembrance whereby the
hearts of the servants have been attracted, and through an
utterance whereby the inhabitants of the graves, of ancient
times and more recent, have arisen. This is a Day wherein
all things proclaim: By God! The Hidden One, Who was
treasured in the knowledge of God, hath come, and that which
was concealed from the eyes of the mystics hath appeared. This
is a Day wherein the Cry hath been raised and the Rock hath
cried out, yet the people are in manifest error. They have
cast the Command of God behind their backs, clinging to the
whisperings of the satans.

Say: O people! This is the Day of God, were ye of them
that know, and this is a Day wherein He Who conversed with
God hath been established upon the throne of Revelation, as
a bounty from God, the Lord of this manifest Day. O people!
Fear God, and follow not them who have denied the proof of
God and His Cause, who have disputed His signs and have ut-
tered that which hath caused the dwellers of the Most Exalted
Paradise and the inmates of the Tabernacle of Glory to lament
in this exalted station.
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O Fakhr-ud-Din! The Lord of the Day of Judgment hath
turned toward thee with such turning as hath caused the reali-
ties of existence, of ancient times and more recent, to turn unto
God, the Mighty, the Most Praised. He hath made mention of
thee with such mention as hath caused the tongues of the king-
dom to speak forth the praise of God, thy Lord, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. Beware lest the affairs of men grieve thee.
Cast away what the people possess and take what We have sent
down for thee at this time, wherein the door of the kingdom
of thy Lord’s utterance, the Speaking, the Trustworthy One,
hath been opened.

Say: O Concourse of the Bayan! The All-Merciful hath come,
and there hath been raised on His right hand the banner “He
is God” and on His left the standard “He doeth whatsoever
He willeth.” Blessed is the hand that hath taken this Tablet
with such power as the hosts of the world and the tyranny of
them that have denied the right of God and His sovereignty
cannot weaken, and have perpetrated that which hath caused
the tears of the mystics to flow.

O My loved ones in Za! Hearken unto My most sweet call from
the direction of Akka, then remember Him Who hath borne
hardships and tribulations in the path of God, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have mentioned you before
through verses which the books of the past cannot rival, and
We have sent down for you at this time that which hath caused
the lips of the sincere ones to smile. When ye have attained
unto My Tablet and have drunk the choice wine of utterance
from the cup of My bounty, turn with radiant faces toward the
Most Exalted Horizon and say:

Praise be unto Thee, O God of the seen and the unseen, and
glory be unto Thee, O Lord of bounty and existence! We be-
seech Thee by the mysteries of Thy Book and the fruits of
the Tree of Thy utterance, and by the waves of the ocean of
Thy Most Great Name, and by the lights of the morn of Thy
Revelation, O Lord of Eternity, to make us steadfast in Thee
and in that which hath appeared from Thee. O Lord! Leave
us not to ourselves. Take the hands of Thy servants with the
hands of Thy power, then preserve them from Thine enemies.
Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest, and within
Thy grasp are the reins of all that are in the heavens and on
earth. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the
Strong, the All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.

O Fakhru’d-Din! Today the Most Luminous Pen hath been
manifested with such power that should all the hosts of the
world and all peoples oppose it, they would find themselves
impotent. Stand firm in the Cause of God and say: “O people!
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The Day which ye were promised in the Books, the Torah, the
Psalms, the Gospel and in the mighty Qur’an hath come.” Be-
seech God that He may assist the friends in that land and its
surroundings to champion His Cause through the hosts men-
tioned in the divine Tablets. We hope that you and the teach-
ers will arise to serve the Cause as befitteth and behooveth
you. The conditions of service are manifest and visible from
the horizons of the heavens of divine Tablets. Blessed is he
who heareth and acteth, and woe unto the heedless!

We have been informed that Jinab-i-Varqga, upon him be My
glory and My loving-kindness, hath turned towards those re-
gions. We beseech God that He may assist him with such
detachment as shall cause the detachment of the world, and
with such utterances as have been sent down and recorded in
the Book of God from the Pen of His eternal Will. Take hold
of the Book with the strength bestowed by Us, then speak
that whereby the hearts of the servants may be attracted. We
beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to make thy deeds
adorned with the embroidery of acceptance and illumined with
the light of His good-pleasure. Verily, He is the One Who hath
power over whatsoever He willeth through His binding and wise
command. The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven
of My Kingdom be upon thee and upon those who hear thy
words concerning this momentous News.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch et al.

He is the One established upon the throne of “He doeth what
He willeth”

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His
are the grandeur and power, might and authority. He doeth
what He willeth through His sovereignty and ordaineth what
He desireth through His command. He is indeed praised in His
deeds and obeyed in His decree. None can question His doings
and He is the One, the Single, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him and He
Who hath come from the horizon of power is verily the Hidden
Secret and the Treasured Symbol, and He is the One through
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Whom appeared God’s sovereignty and might, God’s grandeur
and command, and through Whom shone forth God’s proof
and evidence, and God’s Book and mysteries. Were it not for
Him, the ocean of bounty would not have surged, nor would
the decree of existence have been established, nor would the
nightingales of utterance have warbled upon the branches, nor
would the matter of the unseen have been confirmed among
religions. Through Him were God’s Books sent down aforetime
and thereafter, His messengers dispatched, His mercy made to
precede all else, His verses revealed, His clear proofs made
manifest, and the tongues of the Concourse on High and the
Supreme Paradise testified and proclaimed: O peoples of earth
and heaven! By God, He Who was hidden in the eternity of
eternities hath come! Come ye, come ye! Glorify, magnify, and
rejoice in the wafting of the breezes of care and kindness from
the direction of God, the Lord of the beginning and the end.

When the rustling of the Divine Lote-Tree was raised, it called
out saying: Praise be to God Who hath made marriage a portal
for the manifestation of the dawning-places of His name, the
All-Merciful, and through it have the cities of remembrance
and utterance been adorned. Verily it is the mystery of per-
petuity and the secret of destiny after decree for the people
of creation, and through it hath flowed the Salsabil of life for
those possessed of certitude. And praise be to God Who hath
made wedlock a means for the promotion of His Cause among
His servants and the proclamation of His Word throughout His
lands. Through it hath shone forth the Day-Star of Revelation
from the heaven’s horizon and the Hidden Temple appeared
from behind the kingdom of names, and the Holy Spirit called
out from the right side of the most exalted Paradise: This is
the day whereon the Sovereign of Religions hath commanded,
by reason of which the countenance of existence hath smiled
in both the unseen and the visible worlds.

And praise be to God Who hath made marriage the treasury
of prosperity and the dawning-place of success. Through it ap-
peared His greatest outpouring and His most upright, perfect,
and complete bounty, and He exalted its station to such a de-
gree that He Himself performed the ceremony upon the throne
of His bestowal. By this did the ocean of joy surge before His
Manifestation, through Whom all things spoke, and the Most
Exalted Paradise proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth unto
God, our Lord, the Lord of earth and heaven.

O people of Baha! Rejoice ye on this day, then recite what hath
been revealed from My Most Exalted Pen of the verses of joy
and gladness. These shall draw you to a station wherein neither
the happenings of the world, nor the smoke of heaven, nor
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what existeth in the realm of creation shall grieve you. Thus
hath shone forth the Day-Star of judgment from the horizon
of the heaven of God’s will, the Fashioner of the heavens and
the Lord of all names. Blessed is he who hath found what
hath today been diffused from the utterance of God, the Lord
of the hereafter and the former times, and hath heard what
the Tongue of Revelation hath spoken from the most exalted
station. Verily He is the Lord of all mankind and the Sovereign
of the Day of Resurrection.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, and thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my God, and glory be unto Thee, O my God, and
majesty be unto Thee, O my God, and generosity be unto
Thee, O Thou Goal of the nations, and bounty be unto Thee,
O Thou Lord of existence, and grace be unto Thee, O Thou
Manifestation of justice, and beneficence be unto Thee, O Thou
Lord of all humanity, and loving-kindness be unto Thee, O
Thou Worshipped One of all creation, inasmuch as Thou hast
made marriage a means for the unity of Thy creation and the
exaltation of Thy Word amongst Thy servants. Through it
Thou hast united hearts and manifested the tokens of Thy
Best-Beloved Name, and through it have been revealed the
hidden mysteries concealed behind the Qaf of Thy power, and
the earth and heaven have been illumined with the light of Thy
providence. O Lord! I beseech Thee by the Luminary of Thy
proof which hath shone forth from the horizon of the heaven
of Thy prison, to aid Thy loved ones to achieve unity and
harmony, that through them the horizons of Thy dominion may
be illumined. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent One Whom
the conditions of Thy creation cannot frustrate, nor can the
clamor of Thy servants dismay. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Conquering, the All-Powerful.

Thanks be unto Thee, O Thou Goal of them that know Thee,
and praise be unto Thee, O Thou Who art remembered in the
hearts of the sincere ones, and glory be unto Thee, O Glory
of the worlds, inasmuch as Thou hast bestowed one of the
leaves of Thy Lote-Tree, who was named after ‘Meeting’ in
the Kingdom of Names, unto Thy Most Great Branch, and
hast made her specially devoted to His service on this Day
whereon Thou hast manifested Thyself unto mankind through
Thy Name, O Thou Lord of destiny. I beseech Thee, O my
God, by Thy Name through which Thou hast illumined the
lands and united the hearts of Thy servants, to unite them
both, then send down upon them the blessings of Thy heaven,

then cause to appear from the earth Thy bounties and favors.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, possessed of great favor.
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There is no God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the Munificent,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

BRL_SWO#001x

BHO01337

He is the Ever-Mindful, the All-Knowing]!

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou knowest and seest what
hath befallen Thy chosen ones in the days of Thy Manifestation,
and Thou beholdest what they have borne for love of Thee and
for Thy good-pleasure. O Lord! The chronicles of the world
proclaim the abasement of Thy loved ones and the might of
Thy enemies, and the books of nations testify to the weakness
of Thy chosen ones and the strength of those who have denied
Thy signs. Thou hearest, O my God, in this hour my prayers
and my remembrance and my supplications through those who
are nigh unto Thee among Thy creation and the sincere ones
among Thy creatures.

By Thy glory, O Sovereign of the Kingdom of Might and Do-
minion! I am certain that abasement in Thy path is a glory
that cannot be compared with the glory of those in the world,
and that the fire of Thy love is a light that cannot be ob-
scured by the veils of nations. Even should I, O my God, at
every hour drink from the hands of the enemies the cup of
destiny, the thirst of my longing and my yearning would not
be quenched. Verily, he who hath drunk the choice wine of
Thy love and hath been seized with the intoxication of the
wine of Thy knowledge, nothing on earth can dismay him, nor
can any matter distract him from gazing toward the horizon of
Thy manifestation, Thy Most Glorious Beauty, and Thy most
exalted and sublime station.

My Most Exalted Pen desireth at all times to raise its whisper-
ing and its cry and its lamentation in this calamity by which
the denizens of Paradise and the dwellers of the highest Par-
adise have wailed, and it hath reached such a state that the
tongue of the Manifestation of Thy Cause, and the Ocean of
Thy knowledge, and the Dawning-Place of Thy revelation be-
waileth it, in manifestation of His grace and mercy and faith-
fulness.

5 O Letter Ha! Thou art in the most exalted Paradise, thy head
adorned with the crown of thy Lord’s favor, the Lord of all
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names, while Thy loved ones are in such grief that the clouds
weep for them night and day. Wilt thou unveil the face of
Thy Cause, or conceal it as thy Lord hath concealed it, in His
wisdom? Verily thy Lord is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.
Thou art the one through whom the Most Great Sacrifice was
manifested and its decree established among the nations. O
Letter Ha! By God, through thee the horizon of faithfulness
dawned and that was manifested whereby the Cause of God,
Creator of the heavens, was spread abroad. Blessed is the eye
that hath wept for thy calamities, and the ear that hath heard
thy praise, and the face that hath turned toward thee, and the
soul that hath hastened until it reached thy resting-place - the
spot honored by thy noble body and thy sacred and glorious
temple. By the life of God! Hearts have melted at thy calamity
and livers have been rent asunder at thy tribulation.

O Land of Sad! I adjure thee by the Beloved to tell me whether
the fragrance of the Beloved One hath been cut off from thee -
that fragrance whereby the scent of the garment was diffused
among the people of holiness - and whether He lieth cast down
beneath the talons of every oppressor who hath denied God
and His signs and turned away from His countenance and His
sovereignty. O Breeze of Sad! Hast thou come from the Beloved
to the loved ones with tidings whereby spirits are gladdened,
or with news whereby hearts are melted? O breeze of my land
and my soul! I find not in thee the fragrance of one who loved
Me, as though he hath soared from the branch of the world to
the Most Exalted Companion and the Most Glorious Horizon.

O My Name! Blessed is the eye that hath wept for thy calami-
ties, whereby the Letter Ha crieth out in the land of Taff saying:
“O Letter Ha! By thy life, through thy calamity my calamities
and my sorrows and my grief and my tribulation have been
renewed.”

O Land of the City! Remember what befell him and his brother
when they appeared before the gathering of the oppressors who
found not the fragrance of justice and rose up in tyranny. By
God! Through them was established the Word of God which
issued from the mouth of the Divine Will upon the throne of
manifestation. He spoke, and His word is the truth: “I and
those in Paradise, by the Most Great Truth, yearn for a soul
that hath been slain in His path.” Thus did the Truth speak,
and that which was hidden in God’s knowledge was revealed.
My tongue beareth witness in the kingdom of Mine utterance
that they were martyred in My path, and for them did My
heart and My Pen lament, as did those who circle round My
throne and soar in the atmosphere of My nearness and drink
the choice wine of My favors from the hand of My bounty.
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O My Name and My Name! Though the Concourse on High
and the dwellers of the Most Glorious Pavilion have lamented
your tragedy, yet doth the Wronged One praise and thank
God for having aided you to recognize the Dawning-Place of
His Cause and for having elevated your station to such a de-
gree that His Most Exalted Pen grieveth for you in this Most
Sublime Station. Blessed is the soul that hath turned unto
you, and the heart that hath won your love, and the seeker
who hath sought your abode, and the one who hath entered
your land and held fast unto your cord and visited your resting-
place. By the life of God! They are among the triumphant and
they are among those who are near unto God in His mighty
and exalted Book.

Praise be to God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.
Verily we are God’s, and verily unto Him shall we return.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, to Whom belong greatness
and grandeur!

By God’s might! O beloved of my heart! Were I to say “may
my spirit be a sacrifice unto thee,” I would be ashamed of
these words, for they befit not one who is evanescent, much
less as a sacrifice for God’s chosen ones and His trustees. Yet
in this shame, which none save God alone knoweth, I beseech
from the ocean of His bounty and the heaven of His generosity
that He ordain, manifest and send down unto your presence,
and upon you, that which befitteth His munificence, exalted be
He, in such wise that your heart and soul may rejoice therein,
and every tongue in existence may speak forth in praise of
His glorious and beauteous Self. Despite my shame, agitation,
powerlessness and shortcomings, I declare and say: may my
spirit be a sacrifice unto your presence.

The sealed packet containing the letter from Muhammad
Mustafa—upon him be all the most glorious Glory of God—and
from Mirza Muhammad, one of God’s captives, was received.
This servant was blessed to read the most luminous and pure
handwriting, praise and thanks be unto Him, whereby I drank
what the near ones drink. Likewise, two other letters were
perused. Praise and glory be unto Him for having aided him
to attain a station wherein he arose wholly to serve his Lord,
detached from all else, such that every week there emanates
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from him the fragrance of the garment of the love of God
among His devoted servants.

I beseech your beloved self to convey my expressions of sincer-
ity, self-effacement and nothingness to them. Their letter and
that of Aqa Mirza Muhammad were presented in their entirety
before the Most Holy and Exalted Presence. This is what was
revealed in reply:

“O My name Mihdi! A servant present submitted a letter from
Aqga Mirza Muhammad of the land of Sad before the Most Holy
Court. God hath ordained all matters to be resolved through
consultation. Although the loved ones of the land of Hadba
have permission to travel in various directions, except toward
the Prison and its surroundings, they must consult before un-
dertaking their journey. Their going was not advisable. More-
over, meeting with the letters Mim and Vav was necessary due
to prior and subsequent rights—one meeting sufficed. Multiple
meetings occurred outside the bounds of wisdom and contrary
to dignity. Let them not be saddened by what transpired.
They wrote that they were indebted thirty tumans from the
funds of Hadba. Let Jinab-i-Zayn settle that debt. We beseech
God, exalted be He, to send down for him and them that which
will gladden their hearts and bring joy to their breasts. Verily,
He is their Protector in this world and the next. There is no
God but Him, the Forgiving, the Generous.

God’s favors have been and will continue to be directed toward
the captives. It behooveth them not to be remiss or negligent
in preserving the station and dignity of the Cause and their
own selves. Verily, He is the Counselor, the Admonisher, the
All-Knowing.

As for what Muhammad Mustafa—upon him be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God-had written regarding the Prisoner—upon
Him be the Glory of God, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting—
having written that at the request of several who drink the
wine of the love of the All-Merciful, they intended to journey
toward the Most Great Prison, write to them that this matter
was and is not in accordance with wisdom. Be patient, O My
loved ones and friends! By My life, that which your Beloved
commandeth you is better for you, did ye but know. We have
written for the prisoner the reward of one who hath turned to-
ward My court, entered My prison, stood before My gate, and
heard My call; and for those who desired to attain the presence,
let them ask their Lord, the All-Merciful, to inscribe for them,
by the Pen of Revelation, the reward of one who hastened, at-
tained, and won the victory. Verily, He is the Omnipotent over
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whatsoever He willeth through His word ‘Be’ and it is.” End
quote.

Regarding the matter of taking fifty majidis and giving them to
Jinab-i-Haji Ali—upon him be the Glory of God—for his claim,
what was done was both beloved and desired. And concerning
what was written about not yet having given to Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad Ali Kabir—-upon him be the Glory of God—-and
intending to give later, this matter is not necessary at present,
as it would delay the work of that honored one. Let them
wait for now; perhaps on a future day this servant himself will
attend to your beloved presence.

Praise be to God, at all times you have been and continue to
be specially favored with the manifest and hidden bounties and
the concealed and visible favors of the Beloved of the worlds,
and mention of your beloved self is made in the most excellent
and beautiful manner in all remembrances. Upon you be the
remembrance of God and the remembrance of those in the
Supreme Concourse, and the glory of God and the glory of
those in the Divine Throne and Heaven, and the praise of God
and the praise of those in all the worlds.

The servant

The two letters sent have been forwarded.
beloved self may wish to write a reply.

Perhaps your
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To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini et al.
He is God, exalted is He! Sl &) 5n

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My glory! A servant present here
laid before the Divine Presence a letter addressed to thee, and

the lamentation of the Wronged One of the horizons was heard.

In truth, some among the people have, by their own hands,
purchased divine wrath. Some He hath seized, and others He
will seize. Verily, He hath power over all things. All things have
bewailed the oppression of the people of truth, and sorrow hath
encompassed all. The wrongs that have been inflicted in this
time without cause are like unto trees that the heedless have
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planted with their own hands - and soon shall they behold the
fruits thereof.

Sin Mim [Samandar], upon him rest My glory, hath ever been
the recipient of divine favours, and there hath befallen him in
the path of God that which His knowledge alone can encom-
pass. In regard to his affairs, let him repeat nineteen times:
“Thou seest me, O my God, detached from all save Thee and
cleaving unto Thee. Guide me, then, in all mine affairs unto
that which profiteth me for the glory of Thy Cause and the
loftiness of the station of thy loved ones.” Let him then re-
flect upon the matter and undertake whatever cometh to mind.
This vehement opposition of the enemies will indeed give way
to supreme prosperity.

O Ism-i-Jud! Some souls are observed whose grief hath been
and continueth to be the cause of God’s grief, exalted be His
glory, and likewise their joy the cause of His joy. The call of
the Two Alifs and Shin hath been raised from the Prison. As
for the first, he is the Nightingale, upon him be My glory, from
the direction of Ra and Shin. There hath befallen him what
befell My Herald in the prison. They imprisoned the Exalted
One - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed for His sake - in
the land of Ta with a group of others, and the might of op-
pression so seized the loved ones that they outwardly turned
away from Him, save one soul who declared: “O my Lord!
I desire to be with Thee in the Supreme Companion and the
Most Glorious Horizon.” Those same souls, after the passing of
certain months, returned with the utmost lowliness and suppli-
cation, and their repentance was accepted, and they attained
His supreme bounty. Happy are they! He knoweth how they
returned and how He sanctified them and wrote for them with
His Most Exalted Pen.

O Ism-i-Jud! Were it not for a decree that hath gone forth
from Us, We would have shown the heedless and the oppressors
which of us is more exalted and powerful. In this Most Great
Revelation, ye have observed how many enemies He seized with
mighty power; yet none became aware, all being intoxicated
with the wine of heedlessness and far removed from the court of
divine mercy. However, the world is pregnant with oppression.
Soon shall the oppressors behold what they have wrought in
the days of God, the Self-Subsisting, the All-Compelling.

O My Nightingale! Thou wert warbling openly upon the
branches in the springtime of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.
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Now thou mayest warble in prison secretly, until God shall
bring thee His relief, His mercy, His bounty, His grace, His
generosity, and His favor.

As for the second Alif and Shin, upon him be My glory, his call
hath reached Us from the land of Alif and Ba. The oppressors
have seized him and cast him into prison. Know ye that they
are in manifest loss. The heedlessness of these ignorant ones
hath reached such a pass that they reflect not upon the for-
mer and latter generations. They follow their vain desires and
imagine themselves to be among those possessed of knowledge.
All things testify to their fabrications, and beyond them the
Tongue of God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ism-i-Jud! His honor Sin Mim, upon him be My grace and
mercy, standeth at the door. Say: Lord! Pour forth patience
upon him who loveth Thee and whom Thou lovest. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful. Although, praise be to
God, he is adorned with the ornament of patience, yet this
mention is a token of the Wronged One’s loving-kindness to-
ward him. For some time, they must conceal the sending of
correspondence from both directions, such that even the house-
hold members remain unaware. And should they wish to write
details to his honor the Nightingale, they should likewise com-
mand him to maintain secrecy. Blessed is he who acteth in
accordance with what hath been commanded by the Wronged
One, and joy be to him who hath attained unto obedience to
God, the Lord of the worlds.

O Ism-i-Jud! His honor the Shaykh, upon him be My mercy,
hath fallen into hardship. However, since his purpose was for
God’s sake and occurred with acceptance and acquiescence,
it hath been and shall remain blessed. Write to him what We
commanded thee in person. God willing, they shall be assisted.
In all matters, what is necessary today is that they exercise
care in the sending and receiving of letters, and never let go of
wisdom. This is what We counseled before, and in this most
exalted and impregnable station.

BRL__APBH#10x, BLO__PT#069x, BLO__PT#070x
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To: Hallaj in Qaf

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy,
the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

May this servant of the loved ones be a sacrifice unto your
honor! Your blessed letter reached this evanescent atom, as
did another letter, and before that yet another letter. From
each one fresh joy and boundless delight were obtained, for
they were perfumed with the fragrant scents of the garment
of the mention of the Most Great Name and the spiritual
breezes of the Lord of nations. Blessed be they who inhale
them! And all that was mentioned concerning the stations and
ranks of the sanctification, purification, exaltation and tran-
scendence of that Most Holy, Most Glorious Being—exalted be
the sovereignty of His grandeur and His glory—was observed
with the eye of the head and of the heart. Blessed be thy
tongue, thy utterance, and thy pen in having flowed in praise
of Him Whose Being of Eternity hath testified to the eter-
nality of His Essence and the oneness of His Self, and hath
acknowledged the essential Identity through the uniqueness of
His reality and the transcendence of His remembrance.

We beseech God to make thee among those who, when they
drink from the chalice of divine unity and taste from the
Kawthar of oneness and detachment, stand firm in His Cause,
and are not prevented by any in creation from turning to the
Most Glorious Horizon and beholding the Most Exalted, Most
Glorious Outlook, whose gaze is ever fixed upon the court of
their Beloved, whose hearts are turned to the countenance of
their Goal, whose souls are forever stirred by the breezes that
waft from the direction of the Beloved, and whose spirits are
suspended upon the Name of God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting.

Praise be to the Beloved of all horizons and the Slayer of lovers,
that your honor is numbered among those who drink from the
Most Wondrous, Most Glorious chalice and the most delicate,
most pure wine at the Most Exalted Horizon, and are reck-
oned among the people of Baha. I beseech Him, exalted be
His glory, to adorn all with the ornament of steadfastness and
to preserve them from the whisperings that arise from heedless
souls, for the Cause is mighty, mighty indeed, and steadfast-
ness is even mightier than that. Blessed are they who are
steadfast! Blessed are they who are firm! Blessed are they
who are immovable!
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Furthermore, this evanescent servant was present before the
Throne, and whatsoever you had submitted in your letter to
the Most Holy, Most Glorious Court was presented. This is
what shone forth from the horizon of the utterance of thy Lord,
the All-Merciful. His words, exalted be His might: “Grieve not
over anything if thou remainest steadfast in the Cause of thy
Lord. This will render thee independent of all that hath been
created in the heavens and on earth. Those who have hurt
thee have followed their desires and walked in the ways of the
wrongdoers. We have protected thee in truth, and We shall pro-
tect thee as a favor from Us. Verily, thy Lord is the Almighty,
the Powerful. However, it behooveth thee not to turn to those
from whom thou perceivest the fragrance of aversion, nor to
draw near unto them, nor to associate with them. Thus have
We commanded Our servants who have believed in God, the
Almighty, the Most Powerful, the All-Wise. And should asso-
ciation occur, turn thy heart’s gaze toward God, thy Lord and
the Lord of thy forebears of old.

; Say: O my Lord! Protect me from those on whose faces is

seen the dust of hell-fire. Then aid me in Thy remembrance
and praise, and make me steadfast in such wise that neither
the veils of the peoples of creation nor the whisperings of the
evil ones shall prevent me. O my Lord! Thou hast guided
me to the Dayspring of Thy Cause and the Dawning-Place of
Thy inspiration. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name,
whereby Thou hast distinguished between the nations, to pro-
tect me beneath the pavilion of Thy mercy and the tabernacle
of Thy glory. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. Dost thou grieve over this world? It shall pass
away, by the Lord of the worlds! Rejoice in My love, which
nothing created in all existence can equal. Verily, thy Lord
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Be thou assured of thy
Lord’s favor. He is with those who love Him. He is, verily, the
Most Merciful of the merciful.” End.

Blessed art thou, for the Tongue of Eternity hath spoken in
thy praise and revealed unto thee the verses of His holiness
and His beauty, the Beloved. This is a bounty that nothing in
the worlds can equal.

Moreover, I conveyed your mention of glorification and praise
to the service of the Branches and Twigs of the Divine Lote-
Tree—exalted be their praise—and they especially conveyed most
wondrous, most glorious greetings. Regarding what you had
written about the receipts for the House, emphatic instruc-
tions have been given for their dispatch; God willing, they will
arrive. The mentioned person feels utmost embarrassment to-
ward your honor and offers endless greetings.
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And concerning your request for the most blessed and holy
photograph of His Holiness, the Most Great Branch—-may the
spirit of the worlds be sacrificed for Him—it is known to your
honor that in this land there is no access to that person who
took the blessed photograph. At present, obtaining it is not
possible. Perhaps in the future matters will proceed differently.
The Command is in God’s hands. And the glory be upon thee
and thy family.

The servant of God
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O Pen, interpreter of all our heart, Spread now thy wings where
breathings of the spirit start.

This is no hour for silence, still and cold; Make lovers of Love’s
ardour bright and bold.

Speak but a hint of love and lover’s fire, That saint from wretch
be parted by that pyre.

Love is to fade within the Well-Beloved; To slay the worldly
self, by trial proved.

5 Love is with the Beloved one in heart; Like the slain bird, to

tremble pierced by dart.

Love is but likeness unto Love alone; With base desire it never
can be one.

Love makes the lover patient in such wise That every root of
vain desire he dries.

Love gives the lover such discerning sight He finds fine mean-
ings in the densest night.

Love makes the lover so sincere and true That all the world is
opened by his view.

Love strips away all pleasures of the clay, And rends the soul
from lust’s impure array.

Love without the Beloved cannot stay; Its burning sets a world
itself ablaze.
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Love narrows all the world for hearts that yearn, Till from the
lover the Beloved’s pleasures turn.

O Pen, my heart is straitened by this sphere; Thou art the

solver of each doubt and fear.

Since thou hast told of love and lover’s art, Speak now of one
true lover, pure of heart,

5 Who tears the circling veil of self apart, And in sincerity uplifts

his standard high, apart;

So that whoever looks upon his face Is changed outright by but
one sign of grace;

So that whomever meets his states untold Is lit like candle by
his flaming gold;

3 So that his being, speechless though it be, May guide creation

to the Deity.

He dwells forever in the Loved One’s grace, By day and night
before his King in place.

O Pen, cry out to all that are and may be: Thus hath pro-
claimed the sovereign Lord of guidance free:

“O company of friends! Full thirty years have flown Since this
whole world became My seat and throne.

What woes for this poor frame have I endured! In what dark
pits have I been prisoned and immured!

Though power and wealth were Mine in full degree, Yet chain
and fetter grew familiar unto Me.

At times from Rayy, like captive of the West, We hastened on
to Baghdad, sore oppressed.

At times toward Rum We journeyed bound and worn, Though
lord of all the heavens was I born.

Now Adrianople, now ‘Akka, My abode— Like captives ever
homeless on the road.

7 Seven years it is that for the world I've borne The Most Great

Prison as My dwelling worn.

From no man did I seek support or aid, Nor to a soul My need
or pleading made.

Nay, day and night, with many a sigh and cry, Unto My friends
I sent My messengers on high:
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The Revelation of God, the Tablets of His light, Wherefrom
each lamp of truth was set alight:

‘O My beloved ones who bear My name, All of you cherished
are, and dear the same.

For your sake have I yielded Me to pain; For you I opened
gates long sealed in vain.

How much stainless blood was shed like rain! How many heads
were offered, free from fear or stain!

That this young Tree might rise in majesty, Till no opponent’s
stone could smite the Tree.

5 Yet those ascribed unto it, left and right, Now hurl their stones

upon it without fright.

This Tree from out its heart, like reed, doth moan: O company
of friends of many tones!

A while, though foes have left Me some release, From friends
themselves My body finds no peace.

Be ye aware, O friends, yea, be aware! Open the eye of warning
and take care.

Till now I bore with all your failings, kind; Like father round
your dust I moved, resigned.

I counselled you through love with all My might, And loosed
your limbs from many a grievous plight.

Your words unheard I still accepted all; I veiled Mine eyes from
each unseemly fall,

That ye might rise from out your heavy sleep And one another
by true faithfulness keep.

Another year—the time of patience ends; Another wine now
through the goblet wends.

Who is unfit for such a feast sublime Let him go forth in joy
and bide his time.

Let not the Act of God be stained with dust, For that Tree’s
long forbearance nears its dusk.

Henceforth whoever crookedly shall move with him, Or
through his ignorance tear off a leaf or limb,

Such fire shall strike upon his very soul That of his house no
trace shall yet remain whole.
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Tell those who now are present of the absent band, That they
may turn repentant from what they planned.

Let them be clothed in Baha’s splendor bright, And wordlessly
through deeds say ‘Yea’ aright.

Let them seek only Baha’s Cause and glory fair; Along His
path pursue His pleasure there.

If thus for but a while they keep the cord, They shall possess
abiding honor from the Lord.

If thus they seek the Friend with single aim, Soon over time
and space they’ll master all the same.

53 The Friend’s own message unto lovers hath been told; Each

soul retaineth now the choice within his hold.”
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He is the Speaker upon the Thrones of Hearts!

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath appeared is indeed the Manifestation of the Resur-
rection and the Herald of the Hour. Through Him hath shone
forth the Sun of wisdom and utterance, the Ocean of knowl-
edge hath surged, and the fragrance of the All-Merciful hath
wafted throughout all possibility. Through Him hath the hori-
zon of the world been illumined and the Most Great Name
appeared, and He is the One Who speaketh above all things
with the sweetest call: “Verily, there is none other God but
I, the Omnipotent, the All-Compelling, the Transcendent, the
Most Exalted, the Most Great!”

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and He
Who hath come with the truth is indeed the Lord of all creation.
He is the Caller from the Ascension and the Speaker in the Tree
that groweth upon the Mount in the Land of Manifestation.
Through Him hath the pure wine been passed round among
the manifestations of light. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto Him in the days of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, and woe
betide them who have kept themselves remote from the grace
of God, the All-Compelling, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Praise be to God Who is single in grandeur, might and majesty,
and peerless in glory, loftiness and grace. He hath created the
Most Exalted Pen and made it the Primal Cause for the unity
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of the manifestations of names. Through it hath the Dove
cooed upon the Ultimate Tree that there is none other God but
the Lord of the Beginning and the End, and through it hath
the Nightingale of praise warbled upon the Branch of eternity
that there is none other God but the Sovereign of earth and
heaven.

Praise be to God Who hath attracted hearts through His Best-
Beloved Name and unified all created things through His Name
that transcendeth all names and attributes, Who is established
upon the throne of ‘He doeth what He willeth’ and ruleth over
all who are in earth and heaven through His sovereignty that
encompasseth the worlds.

O ye Daysprings of names and Manifestations of might in the
Kingdom of creation! O ye who dwell in the depths of grandeur
and who inhabit the Most Exalted Paradise! Rejoice ye in this
Most Great Joy wherein the Lord of Eternity addresseth and
speaketh amidst the peoples. Then draw ye nigh with radi-
ant faces and illumined hearts, and take ye the crimson cup
from the hand of bounty of the Creator of earth and heaven.
Then drink ye thereof once in His Name that prevaileth over
all names, and again in His Name whereby all things are at-
tracted. To him that drinketh thereof We say: “Well is it with
thee, O thou who hast turned to God, the Lord of all men,
through Whom the faces of the sincere ones have been glad-
dened and the hearts of them that are nigh unto God have
been illumined!”

O people of the world! This is a day wherein the Countenance
of God hath smiled like unto one bewildered and amazed, for
He seeth Himself forsaken by the peoples and imprisoned in
this Most Great Prison. Yet He beholdeth the joy which they
who are around Him have established by His binding command.
Thereupon did all things cry out, and the very essence of be-
ing declared: “May our souls be a sacrifice for Thy bewilder-
We testify that Thou art the Ruler over whatsoever
Thou willest. The opposition of Thine enemies hath not pre-
vented Thee from that which Thou hast purposed in creation.
At one time Thou makest hardship the very essence of ease,
and each day Thou transformest the prison land according to
Thy Will that hath preceded and Thy Purpose that hath pre-
vailed, even as Thou hast this day, through Thy conquering
power, spread the carpet of joy and gladness that the people
of the Manifestation might rejoice therein, and hast adorned
the House of Him Who conversed with God with the light that
hath shone forth and beamed from the horizon of Thy Name,
the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.”

ment!
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Blessed is he who hath pondered this Day and what hath been
revealed therein from the command of his Lord, the Most Ex-
alted, the All-Wise, the Ancient of Days. Again, blessed is he
who hath remembered this Day and hath recited what hath
been sent down therein from God, the Lord of the worlds.
We have abbreviated the remembrance, for verily the Day re-
quireth no more than this. To this testifieth the Tongue of
Grandeur and Glory, and those who glorify their Lord, the Om-
nipotent, the All-Informed. Glorified art Thou, O my God! I
beseech Thee by Thy imprisonment and tribulation, by Thy op-
pression and affliction, to purify the people with the waters of
Thy bounty and favors, and the streams of Thy generosity and
gifts, that from them may be diffused naught but the fragrance
of the garment of detachment in the kingdom of creation. O
Lord! Sanctify the hearts of those who circle round me from
whatsoever is unworthy of Thy sanctification and glorification.
Then make their hearts horizons for the lights of Thy knowl-
edge and dawning-places for the manifestations of the Sun of
Thy loving-kindness. O Lord! Thy grace hath encompassed all
contingent things and Thy bounty hath pervaded all created
things. Take the hands of the weak with the arms of Thy might,
then deliver them through Thy power and sovereignty. Verily,
Thou art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and
this is a word to which all things bear witness. There is none
other God but Thee, the Counselor, the Manifest, the Compas-
sionate, the Generous. Then send down, O my God, upon Thy
loved ones in this day a blessing from Thy presence, and grant
them the good of this world and the world to come. There is
none other God but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. O Lord! Even as Thou hast this day transformed
the earth of Thy prison wherein Thou hast permitted joy and
gladness for the people of Thy unity and the repositories of
Thy oneness, do Thou transform the hearts of Thy servants
that there may appear from them that which Thou lovest and
approvest. There is none other God but Thee, the Munificent,
the Helper.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo b b el e 3 S L b
ﬁ&d,h;ﬁﬂ\ﬁg\gu\@,\
Oy sl o ad 5 Loy el Vs
=i Y sl OV S b sl U )
,w\ou&xw&syw
el Sl ol ol & LS
5 St Sul AL r@‘” Slomyur
S ol Sl Sl SN
(S e S, S e A
W&\)Y\wtww&‘f;
U oy 6‘ CJ@Y\ u;ﬁwdt&ww
Y Ybfuo&f-(_gu.\)\dbs\
\,\vb\ﬁ,\,d\»\(&fﬁ)&»m
¢ Sale uUé e ;ﬁ.:{m
sz b okl S bl 8 oy
&)e u"b.\a Opamaad) (6ol da UL&H
al K Kk 5 Sy N"J’ ¢
LFLKJ?&A«{WGAAJ;}ALA&; el
sasll gt 2 e VALY LY
el s G oz e AL ¢ K
FONIPRTR (IS reé);\}’uﬂ'&w'@
§ il gl Clagl W1 1Y
5 ) 43 i3l ko S 2l i)
J S o s S oY 5 )
WY (27 5 2 bl ) Sball

ol Jladl ot Y

AQATH#445 p.261

194


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf

Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH01406

BHO01406

To: Agqa Muhammad-Rida

He is God,

grandeur.

exalted be His station and magnificent His

Praise be to the Ancient Beloved, Whose glances of favor have
ever been directed towards His friends, and from Whom the
breezes of grace from the treasury of bounty have never been
cut off, and the ocean of generosity has never been restricted
from outpouring. At all times the Supreme Pen hath been
engaged in mentioning the loved ones and all who dwell in
creation, yet the people of the world are observed to be ex-
ceedingly heedless, deprived and bereft of this mighty bounty
and unmatched favor. Should one gaze with the eye of fairness
and reflect, one would observe with what kindness, compas-
sion, grace, mercy and benevolence the Truth summons these
ungrateful people to that which profiteth them. I swear by
the Creator of the world and its Educator that the pebbles
of the desert and mountains, the heavens and earth, the seas,
and whatsoever groweth from the earth - all are enraptured,
stirred, melodious and joyous from the attraction of the Day
of God, and are singing with a myriad tongues the verses of
Truth, while these unconscious people are still asleep, nay, they
are as the dead, save those who have been quickened and made
steadfast by the divine spirit, and who have attained unto a
wondrous, glorious, new life through the breezes of divine reve-
lation. What benefit, when no sight can be found in the world,
and no ear exists; otherwise, but a single melody from the
Supreme Pen would attract all and cause them to ascend to
the highest horizon. Blessed are they who have turned towards
God, hearkened, responded, and attained that which most of
mankind hath failed to attain.

Thereafter, your letter reached this servant, and the fragrances
of love, affection and faithfulness were inhaled therefrom. It is
evident that faithfulness hath ever been the attribute of God’s
friends, and they have always been successful in achieving and
practicing it. In truth, the fragrance of faithfulness wafted
from your letter. This servant, though unworthy to be men-
tioned before God’s friends or to be the object of their atten-
tion, yet they, out of their praiseworthy characteristics and
lofty qualities, make mention of the most insignificant of ser-
vants and gladden him with drops from the pen of affection.
Their reward is with Him Who created them and preferred
them above most of His servants. What you observed in your
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dream regarding this servant’s weakness and brokenness - the
matter is as you saw it, and now is as it was, and praise be to
God, my Lord and your Lord and the Lord of what will be and
what has been. In all cases, praise be to the Self-Sufficient, the
Eternal. If we are worthy of His trials, it is among His great
favors and mighty bounties, but the pain is that these heads
are not worthy of the noose of His trials, and these souls are
not fit to be the target of His decree. His is the judgment in
all conditions.

Furthermore, I conveyed your greetings and expressions of
evanescence and nothingness to the holy divine Branches -
may my spirit and the spirits of all the world be sacrificed
for the dust of their footsteps - and to the members of the
pavilion of chastity and sanctity, and each one sends to
you and those with you their greetings and most glorious
mention. Regarding what you wrote about the children,
God willing, the Truth has granted and will grant health.
Convey this servant’s greetings to the honored masters, the
two sons, his honor Aqa Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali and his honor
Aqga Lutfu’llah. A letter has been written to his honor Aga
Ghulam-‘Ali which you will observe. Convey greetings from
this evanescent servant to the mother of ‘Inayatu’llah and the
honored dear ones. The Glory be upon you.

The servant.

Previously, dried yogurt [kashk] was ordered through his honor
Aqa Lutfu’llah but was not fulfilled and they did not send it.
Now it has been written to his honor Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali. You
or Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali should look there at those who deal with
Nablus, whether muleteers or others, whichever is possible, tell
them to obtain ten rotls of very good pure dried yogurt from
there and bring it, and you or Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali should send
it, and write its cost so it may be sent. In Nablus all kinds of
dried yogurt can be found, better than Persian dried yogurt.
His honor Haji Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar the engraver sent some two
years ago. If you inquire properly, surely good and inexpensive
ones can be found. The Glory be upon you.
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As for what you wrote concerning Ahmad-i-Kirmani — upon
him be what he deserves — by God, the mind is bewildered and
astonished by such vain, obscure and fraudulent souls. Several
times now acceptance and then rejection have been manifested
from him. The evanescent one testifies that he has not believed
in anyone who speaks without consciousness and understand-
ing. Glory be to God! Through these words to which he has
clung and through which he has sought to prove the truth of
the dawning-place of conjectures - several years ago in the Land
of Ta he confessed to it just as he confessed to it in these days,
then repudiated it.

Praise be to God that your honor observed the fraudulent
words - would that you had seen him in person, for then the
unconsciousness of the people would have become even more
evident to your honor. Would that the expressions in those
infernal pages had coherence, or that some meaning could be
derived from them! Praise be to God, they are devoid and
bereft of all that is beloved. Some time ago, in the Tablets of
one of the friends of God, these decisive words were revealed:

“Behold, O chosen ones of God, what the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an: ‘Do these men imagine that they will
be raised again on a Great Day - the Day when mankind shall
stand before the Lord of the worlds?” Nay! Verily the record
of the wicked is in Sijjin. And what shall make thee know
what Sijjin is? It is a written record. Woe on that day unto
those who deny the truth! The croaking of a croaker shall be
raised, and the book of Sijjin shall be spread abroad. Blessed is
the soul that hath attained unto the Most Great Steadfastness,
and woe unto every lying doubter!”

1 Likewise in the Tablets of Iraq and the Land of Mystery, these
passages were revealed from the heaven of divine Will. The
writings of such fraudulent souls serve as their own exposure,
and every person of understanding and insight perceives the
degrees thereof. And when this detailed account was presented
before the Most Holy Court, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke
these words: “Souls who have been nourished by the fruits of
the Supreme Pen behold themselves free from vain imaginings,
confused dreams and fancies, and are so steadfast in the Cause
that all the books of the world cannot turn them away from
the Ancient Beauty, much less such delirious utterances.”

May the spirit of the world be a sacrifice unto His utterance!
It is most regrettable that on such occasions mention should
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be made of these utterances which have shone forth from the
Dayspring of verses, yet since it is mentioned to that beloved
of the soul, it hath been and shall ever be beloved.

i Another request is that you convey greetings from this evanes-

cent one to his honor Aqa Mirza Ata’u’llah, upon him be the
Glory of God. Praise be to God that the lights of steadfast-
ness have shone forth from him. Whosoever today hath drunk
from the living waters will surely not turn to the stagnant pool.
Would that you had written to Ahmad himself: “We know not
upon which path thou standest, nor which way thou walkest.
At times we find thee repentant, penitent and remorseful, and
at other times we see thee an unbeliever, a rejecter, a hypocrite
and doubter. Setting all else aside, where has thy fairness gone
that thou hast sent these fabricated words? This servant says,
purely for the sake of God: Open thine eyes that thou mayest
see, and give ear that thou mayest hear. What has happened
that thou canst not distinguish between the melodies of the
nightingale and the croaking of the raven? Return unto God
Who created thee and sustained thee; perchance He may for-
give thy misdeeds, though thou hast committed that which
caused the dwellers of Paradise to lament. Our All-Knowing,
All-Informed Lord beareth witness to this.”

Likewise I send greetings to his honor Aqa Mirza Ashraf, upon
him be the Glory of God, and I beseech and implore God that
He may aid him to serve the Cause, that there may appear from
him that which will gladden the hearts of those near unto God.
I likewise beseech God to adorn all the friends in that land
with the ornament of steadfastness. Would that people would
comprehend the Day of God! Whosoever attaineth unto this
station beholdeth all save God, exalted be His glory, as non-
existent and as naught. In one of the Tablets this exalted Word
was revealed, glorified be His grandeur:

“In the first year, from the shrill voice of the Supreme Pen
this blessed word was heard: Blessed are those souls who have
recognized the new Cause and have turned towards the new
Beauty, and this lofty and most exalted station is not attained
except through the effacement of all that was before and the
hearkening of attentive ears.”

Those who took the calf as their god instead of God were
several degrees more conscious than this croaker, for they at
least had found something to cling to. Woe unto the heedless!
Woe unto the lost! Woe unto those who lead others astray!
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga), in Tihran

In His Name through Whom God hath turned absolute evil
into definitive good!

Praise be to God Who hath transformed wrath and anger into
mercy and triumph, and hath ordained that from every drop
of His martyrs’ blood there should be created beings to aid His
firm and wise Cause. And praise be to God Who hath raised
aloft the standard of might, at one time through His trusted

ones and chosen ones, and at another through His enemies.

Verily, He is the Omnipotent One Whom the intentions of His
creation cannot deter from that which He desireth, and He is
the Ordainer, the All-Knowing.

Praise be to God, there hath befallen the loved ones in the Land
of Ya that which causeth the manifestations of victory and
triumph to appear. Were this station and what is concealed
therein to flow from the Pen, all the peoples of the world would
behold themselves circumambulating round about it. O thou
who art mentioned before the Throne! This day is the day of
triumph. Praise be to God, the hem of His Majesty the Sultan
hath been and is sanctified, holy and pure from the abominable
deeds and reprehensible acts of the oppressors. In truth, all the
loved ones should, as in the past, beseech God, glorified be His
majesty, for his protection.

My God, my God! I beseech Thee by Thy most great signs, and
the manifestations of Thy grandeur in the kingdom of creation,
and by the pearls hidden in the mines of Thy servants, and by
the fruits of the trees of Thy bounty in all lands, to protect His
Majesty the Sultan through Thy power and sovereignty. Then
aid him to manifest justice, that the horizons may be illumined
by its light. Then open before his face, O my God, the door of
Thy grace, Thy riches, Thy generosity and Thy bounty. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.

Thy letter mentioning certain unseemly matters from the
treacherous ones was read before My face. Blessed art thou,
and well is it with thee, for thou art at all times looking
toward the truth and speaking in praise of goodness. Courtesy

is a characteristic of man and is acceptable before God.

Beseech ye God not to deprive His servants of this blessed and
luminous adorning. Verily, He is the Hearer, the Answerer.

Today the loved ones and chosen ones must arise with complete
determination to aid the Cause of God, albeit through wisdom
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and utterance. This Wronged One, at all times, counseleth
those who are near to the gate of grace and bounty regarding
that reformation which is the cause of the world’s prosperity
and the refinement of the souls of nations. They must shun and
in no wise enter into matters from which the odor of corruption
is wafted. Now it hath become clear and evident to most of
the rulers of the earth that this community hath never looked
to aught save that which promoteth the advancement of the
government and the people, and His Majesty the Sultan himself
is aware of this matter, as is His Majesty the Viceroy, may God
assist him, though they have not deemed it expedient to declare
it,.

O thou who standest before the Face and circlest round the
Throne! In these days, special mention was made three times
of the martyrs of the Land of Ya. That which was revealed was
such that its fragrance shall endure throughout the duration
of the kingdom and the heavenly kingdom. There befell those
sanctified souls that which caused the Spirit of Faith and the
angels drawn nigh to lament. Blessed are they and well is it
with them. Such steadfastness was manifested by those sancti-
fied souls as to astonish the Concourse on High. One portion
of those three portions was sent, and afterward the other two
portions shall be sent. However, the reports that arrived each
contradicted the other regarding some of the oppressions in-
flicted, and from the Most Exalted Pen there flowed and was
revealed that which corresponded to what they had mentioned,
the signs and fruits of which have appeared and shall appear
every day. By the life of God! The enemies have rendered such
assistance as hath no likeness or equal. Glory be to God! They
have counted the supreme loss as the supreme gain. Beseech ye
God for consciousness, that perchance they may become aware
of their deeds.

Make mention of all the friends of God on behalf of the
Wronged One, that all may be illumined and mindful through
the light of divine remembrance. A Tablet hath also been
revealed especially for the Afnan, upon them be the glory
of God, His mercy and His loving-kindness, and the other
peoples of the world. God willing, it shall be sent. At all
times ye should be occupied with spreading the divine verses
and making the gatherings and meetings fragrant with the
musk-like perfume of utterance. Verily, He will aid thee and
make thee successful, and He is the Kind, the Generous.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
loving-kindness be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee and who hearken to thy words concerning this News at
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which the limbs of every stubborn infidel have quaked. Praise
be to God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

PRI B VN R JORS

(;J_\

INBA19:088, INBA32:081, HDQI.051x

BHO01436

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani ("Andalib)

He is the Hearer through Grace and the Answerer through
Justice.

Praise, glory, mention and splendor befit the Sun of Truth,
Who hath adorned the people of possibility with the ornament
of recognition and the crown of certitude through the lights of
the Luminary of proof. Exalted be His dominion, glorified be
His signs, and magnificent be His sovereignty!

O ‘A! Thy letter which thou didst send to Ism-i-Jud, upon him
be My glory and My loving-kindness, hath come. We have read
it and answer thee through this Tablet, whereby the horizons
of meanings and utterance have shone forth, and the mysteries
deposited in the Book of God, the Mighty, the Bestower, have
been revealed.

O N! Verily the letter Nun swimmeth in the ocean of utterance
and saith: “Blessed art thou, O ‘Andalib, in that thou hast
warbled upon the branches with diverse melodies!”

O D! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord of creation.
Hearken unto the Call which hath been raised from the
Supreme Horizon, the Station wherein the Caller proclaimed:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of the Beginning
and the Return!”

O L! The Most High, the All-Sufficient, giveth thee glad tidings
of that which God, the Lord of the Beginning and the End,
hath ordained for His loved ones. Blessed is the ear that hath
heard, the tongue that hath spoken, and the eye that hath seen
and attained unto the days of God, the Lord of Lords.

We have found from thy letter the fragrance of the garment
and have revealed for thee that whereby eyes and vision are
gladdened. This day is the day of supreme joy. The loved ones
must strive and guide the wayward to the divine path. Say: O
friends! Today is the day of service. Transform the garment of
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fear, silence, and stillness into utterance, expression, assurance,
and enthusiasm. All things are speaking in praise and glory.
This is the Day of God and the springtime of the flowers and
roses of wisdom and utterance. Blessed is the soul that hath
recognized, and the tongues that have called out and said: “O
people! The Day hath come with glory, power, majesty, and
authority unto God, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving!”

Concerning what thou hast mentioned about certain souls who
have attained unto the Kawthar of recognition and the Salsabil
of faith - this is through God’s grace. He confirmeth whomso-
ever He willeth to turn towards the horizon of His Manifesta-
tion and to face the lights of His countenance. Verily, He is
the Most Merciful of the merciful and the Illuminator of the
hearts of those who turn to Him and are unified in Him.

Regarding what thou hast mentioned about confirming the
teachers and those who have arisen in purity, detachment,
trustworthiness, religiosity, and in speaking that which hath
been revealed in the Tablets - these words of thine have been
adorned before the Throne with the ornament of acceptance
and good-pleasure. We beseech God, and are beseeching Him,
to assist the people of Baha in preserving the verses that are
the cause of the exaltation and advancement of the servants.
For if the revealed verses are recited in gatherings at every sta-
tion, ere long the world will turn from what they possess to
what is with God.

The honored Name of God “J” hath also submitted a word
in this regard which was favored with hearing and illumined
with the light of acceptance. He wrote that the regions of
Kurdistan are very receptive and need teachers, provided they
keep in view only the exaltation of the Cause and do not spread
their own carpet. In truth, some of the teachers should observe
and be mindful of this word and thy word, and hold fast unto
them, as a command from God, the Ordainer, the All-Wise.

Concerning what thou hast mentioned about Nayyir and Sina,
thou hast spoken with justice. We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to exalt them through His Name and make
them among the banners of His victory in His kingdom and
the standards of His guidance among His creation. From the
regions of the land of Kha, mention hath also been made of
them. Happy are they, and blessed are they! We testify that
they have taken the cups of utterance and drunk in the name
of their Lord, the Most Merciful, and have succeeded in serving
the Cause most of the time.
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That which is necessary today is that the Hands of the Cause
of God should guide the servants to the Dawning-Place of true
divine unity and fix their gaze upon the horizon of the One
Manifestation, and not, like the former people, take up a new
idol each day. This is My counsel to them, and We beseech
God, blessed and exalted be He, to confirm all in what He hath
revealed in His perspicuous Book.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones of that land on behalf
of the Wronged One. Then recite unto them what We have
revealed for thee in this Mighty Tablet. The Glory shining
from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and
upon those who hearken to thy words concerning this Great
News and who love thee for the sake of God, the Lord of the
first and the last.
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To: Muhammad et al.

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Glorious Horizon!

O Zayn! Upon thee be My glory and the glory of the Concourse
on High! We have seen and heard that which thou didst send,
and it hath attained unto Our presence. Praise be to God! The
fragrance of the love of His loved ones is diffused; they speak
with their tongues and are turned with their hearts towards
Him, and are steadfast in His service. Today one drop of deeds
is as an ocean, and an atom like unto the sun, inasmuch as these
are the days of the Most Great Manifestation. His pardon hath
preceded, His bounty hath preceded, His mercy hath preceded,
His generosity hath preceded. He concealeth that which is
manifest and revealeth that which is hidden. All the books of
old have held festivities in celebration of this blessed Day. In
truth, today the realities of the world are adorned with the
most great joy and the most great gladness. Blessed is he
who hath recognized the value of this Day and hath acted as
beseemeth it.

O Zayn! Thou didst make mention of Mulla Muhammad-Baqir,
upon whom be My glory. Verily God hath forgiven his mother,
then the one for whom she desired forgiveness, from the ocean

of thy Lord’s loving kindness, the All-Merciful, the Generous.
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Blessed is she! We found from her the fragrance of faithfulness
and have mentioned her with this clear mention. We make
mention of ‘Abdu’llah, son of him who was named with the
Truth. We beseech God to forgive him and forgive his father
and mother, as a token of His grace. He, verily, is the Most
Merciful of the merciful. We make mention of Muhammad-i-
Ja’far and bid him act according to what hath been revealed in
My Great Book. We beseech God to assist him in that which
He loveth and is pleased with. He, verily, is the Almighty, the
Powerful. We make mention of him who was named Nasru’llah,
son of Sadiq, and give him glad-tidings through this wise men-
tion. And of him who was named Rajab-‘Ali who hath believed
in God, the Single, the All-Informed.

O Zayn! Give glad-tidings to Muhammad-‘Ali whose name was
present before the face of the Wronged One at this time. We
have made mention of those who have cast away idle fancies
and vain imaginings and have taken hold of that which they
were bidden by an Ancient Commander. O Zayn! The glory
be upon thee and upon thy sister and upon her son from God,
the Lord of the worlds. We have mentioned those whom God
hath related unto thee with a mention that cannot be equaled
by the mentions of the world. To this beareth witness the
Book of God that speaketh in this exalted station. We make
mention of him who was named Muhammad-‘Ali, son of him
who was named Qurban, and We counsel him with that which
hath been sent down from the heaven of My Will, and give him
glad-tidings of that which hath been ordained for him by God,
the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

5 Give thanks unto God for having mentioned thee in His Most

Great Prison and revealed for thee from His Most Exalted Pen
that which the treasures of the world cannot equal. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Merciful, the Forgiving, the Compassionate. Be-
ware lest the happenings of the world sadden thee. Take hold
of the Book with the strength granted from Us. We shall verily
aid thee and protect thee from those who have disbelieved in
God and His signs, and turned away from Him when He came
with manifest sovereignty.

; We make mention of him who was named Isma’il, whose letter

was present before the Wronged One when He was in the gar-
den named after Him, and who was honored by His presence
and attained His meeting at all times. Verily thy Lord is the
All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. O Isma’ill He who loved
Me sent thy letter; the Wronged One read it and answered thee
with that which caused the hearts of those who have turned
towards Him to be attracted.
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Say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having made me
acknowledge Thy oneness and confess Thy singleness, and hold
fast unto what Thou hast revealed in Thy Book. I beseech Thee
by Him through Whom the standard of Thy unity was raised
in Thy lands and the banners of Thy remembrance among Thy
servants, and by His family and His companions, to ordain for
me through Thy bounty and generosity that which will solace
mine eyes and gladden my heart. O Lord! The ignorant one
hath sought the ocean of Thy knowledge, and the poor one the
kingdom of Thy bestowal. Disappoint him not, by Thy bounty
and generosity and Thy mercy which hath preceded all who
are in the heavens and on earth.

We make mention of him who was mentioned in his letter, that
he may give thanks unto his Lord, the All-Remembering, the
All-Wise. O Muhammad! We have heard thy call and have
answered thee with that which will draw thee nigh unto God,
the Lord of the Mighty Throne. Say: My God, my God! Praise
be to Thee for having made me one of the believers among Thy
servants who have acknowledged that which the tongue of Thy
power uttered before the creation of Thy earth and Thy heaven.
Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the Powerful. O Lord! Thou seest me turning toward Thee and
holding fast unto Thy Book which Thou didst reveal unto Thy
Beloved One. I beseech Thee by its verses and its mysteries
and his station and his glory and his splendor, to ordain for
me that which will draw me nigh unto Thee in all conditions.
Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Mighty,
the Most Bountiful.
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He is the Inaccessible, the Most Holy, the All-Glorious.

This is a Book of glory and of bounty, sent down in the Realm
of Grace with the word: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the
All-Merciful, the Compassionate.” It showeth unto contingent
beings that which draweth them nigh unto a Beauty of ancient
majesty, and remindeth them, with the most comely remem-
brance, in this Most Great Remembrance which hath appeared
in the temple of the Youth. Blessed be God, the King, the True,
the Manifest.
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At one time We behold Him seated upon the Throne, under
these two Most Exalted Names. Exalted is God, the Originator
of the worlds!

At another, We behold Him moving in the air in the form of
the spirit and the temple of light, as though by His movement
all existence were set in motion — yet none perceiveth this save
every one endowed with a seeing and radiant eye.

Yet again We behold Him as the Lote-Tree, whose root is
planted in the Supreme Paradise, the pivot of the heavenly
realms, and whose branches encompass the Concourse on high.
Blessed be God, the King, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the
All-Wise! That Tree hath put forth leaves — each leaf chanting
the praise of its Fashioner; but none heareth this save such
as have cleansed their ears from all that hath issued from the
mouths of contingent things. Thus hath the matter been de-
creed by the Pen of Revelation in a well-guarded Tablet. He
it is Who hearkeneth to the melodies of the leaves that hang
from the branches, all upon the secret veiled in the secret, in
this Hidden One, cloaked in mystery yet manifest with a clear
and evident mystery.

At another time We behold Him under the guise of fire, and
around it circle the dwellers of the Mount, bearing the ban-
ners of praise, and the people of light, upraising the tokens of
majesty and glory, followed by the hosts of the unseen whom
no denizen of the visible world hath ever perceived. Whoso
draweth nigh unto that fire, at one time heareth, from its
very flame, the voice of God describing this eternal, divine De-
cree which, when once revealed, causeth the Kingdom of the
Names to quake within the Lord of creation; and at another,
he heareth therein all that God hath made holy in the realms
of word and utterance, of wisdom and exposition, in the men-
tion of this Remembrance which, when the veil is rent asunder,
shattereth all other veils, and maketh the face to tremble with
longing for the meeting with Him and with ardent yearning
for His beauty, shining upon the worlds of being. This is the
station where the temple of meanings casteth off the sandals of
words and turneth toward this Most Holy, Most Mighty, Most
Exalted Seat.

At yet another time thou beholdest Him in the form of the heav-
ens, wherein are manifest signs most evident, suns resplendent,
moons radiant, and stars of dazzling splendour — each and all
acclaiming with praise this very Praise that hath appeared
through the Most Great Name amidst the nations, and hath
shone forth from the horizon of glory with a vesture where-
with the heavens and the earth have been illumined. And
when He willed to acquaint contingent beings with one of His

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oY e Gl e T ol 32
bl e dil Ll cleY)

25 Kns C;:J‘ e o LAl 3 A A0
e a3 S

oV g A G Lol Sy ol 30
e LoV Lol e 5y 0Lkl s
Glsk <855 ey (S sl Sl el
OIS s V1 dnet Wy sl ot 5
A 5 S OB ol e o Lo
St ot ) L S G S S
S e 0 e Sl Gl

Cb) 200 L ) ) s Gl

u})k.; LL? d} )U\ c)},a dc odalil a‘/J
4.«14&” ULL de}J\J ;L.J\ uL\J Q)L))H\

e ol Lol o LS,
G5 et W) i il el S
GOV N s Caey 3 il g Loh
TVl @K i) b O ) AV
3 Udie ) dwr Lo (g 1y sTHYT &l 3
OLal 5 AL VY5 5 oL, Ll b
i Sl s 3l d,o\f,m mﬁ
e buw) 4l b}w 4 4 Jua\j o=l
du\umd,ruﬁ o Al e 6 2L
sl e A s ) G e BLAYI

@L.'J\

ol alls ol s RV Je ol 50
by o2 APV (PCH SV
b ) ST e o Tl iy g
LS 3 e Vs o) s i1 L
ol >\)\wa)\(b u\}w!\ AP Y

206



Vol. 104: Writings of Baha'u’llah in ’Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part II

BH01430

effulgent revelations, God forthwith raised up the Primal, the
Wondrous One, and taught him all the Names. Verily, He is
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

And if thou turnest unto Him with yet another gaze, thou wilt
behold Him in the beauty of Abraham, and wilt see the fire
of Nimrod enkindled at His coming, and that he seeketh to
cast Him therein, seized as he is with hatred against that holy,
luminous Light.

Again thou wilt behold Him in the beauty of the Speaker on
Sinai, and wilt find Paran of holiness to be the Mount of God,
sanctified, ancient of days.

And yet again thou wilt gaze upon Him in the temple of Jesus,
while the cross moveth on, riven by the deeds of the wrong-
doers, and the hosts of the Jews encompass Him, even as there
was proclaimed, in the kingdom of creation between earth and
heaven, the cry: “Verily, there is no God but He, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.”

Then once more thou wilt see Him in the beauty of Muhammad,
and on His right the Abu-Jahl of hypocrisy with hosts from
among the people of dissension, and on His left the Abu-Lahab
of heedlessness, with the flame of turning away. Thus doth My
Most Exalted Pen unfold these images unto you, that ye may
be of them that truly understand.

And if thou directest toward Him the Eye of God, thou wilt be-
hold Him in the temple of the Bab, above all else besides Him,
while the dogs of earth encompass Him — those who imagined
in their own souls that they were true believers and deemed
themselves among the rightly guided.

Then wilt thou hear His cry when He was suspended in the air:
“O concourse of the Bayan! Fear the All-Merciful. I have sacri-
ficed My spirit, My soul, then My body and My very frame, for
him whom the signs have made to wonder, and before whom
every right-decreed Cause hath humbled itself. Beware lest
ye deal with Him as the people of the Furqan dealt with Me.
By God! One single glance at His beauty, at the hour of His
Manifestation, surpasseth the kingdom of the dominion of the
worlds of desire and earth, and the realms of command and
creation, and excelleth the worship of all beings. O people! 1
have offered up My own self in hope of His good-pleasure and
of attaining unto His holy, undefiled, inaccessible, exalted and
impregnable presence. Would that I had a thousand spirits, a
thousand souls and a thousand bodies, that I might sacrifice
them all in His path! This is the longing of My heart in all
seasons.”
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Thus hath the All-Merciful made Me to speak, if ye be of them
that know.

We have circumscribed this matter only according to the limi-
tations of your own selves; otherwise, were I to possess in every
instant a thousand lives, I would still offer them all in love for
His beauty, in quest of His meeting, in yearning for His good-
pleasure and in hope of His glory — and therein would I glory in
the Kingdom on high among the company of the Messengers.

W oo B 9 o G NS

S, o) sk VoY1 Vs s e Loy
45&/\;454”\/@)@‘&:?:{&&0}{1
Ay €1 Sty £15) 6,2, 4Tl L

St A o eV o Sle (3 5

BLIB_ Or15726.054

BHO01475

O Pen! Turn thy face towards him who hath been named
Mu’min, then make mention of him in such wise that the fra-
grance thereof shall never be cut off throughout the duration
of the Kingdom and the Realm.

He Who was hidden hath appeared, and He Who was con-
cealed from sight and eyes hath come. Blessed is the soul that
hath heard the Call and turned towards the Supreme Hori-
zon, and woe unto every heedless and veiled one. This is the
Day whereon the Herald hath called out from every direction:
“Fear ye God, O people, and follow not every forbidden idola-
tor.” This is the Day that hath gladdened the eyes of the Con-
course on High, and all things have proclaimed: “The Truth
hath come with manifest sovereignty.” Say: O people! Noth-
ing shall profit you this Day, neither any matter save through
this irrevocable Cause. Turn with radiant faces unto God, the
Lord of Names, then aid Him with the hosts of goodly deeds
and conduct, as commanded by the Truth, the Knower of the
unseen. Thus hath the Most Exalted Pen raised its shrill voice,
as a bounty from God, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

O [name]|! Upon thee be My Glory! Thou hast been men-
tioned in the presence of the Wronged One, and there hath
been revealed that which hath no peer or likeness. Say: My
God, my God! I testify to Thy greatness and bounty and glory
and splendor. Thou art that Sovereign Whom the clamor of
the people of the realm of possibilities did not prevent from
unity, and the conditions of the daysprings of conjecture and
idle fancy did not hold back from Thy will. The power of the
world did not weaken Thee, and the unbelief of nations did not
prevent Thee from the mention of Thy oneness. The opposi-
tion of servants did not conceal Thy bounty, and the discord
of the people of dissension did not prevent Thee from shining
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forth. O Generous One! All bear witness to Thy generosity.
Deprive not Thy poor ones from the ocean of Thy wealth, and
forbid not the needy from the Kingdom of Thy riches. Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, and Thou art the All-Knowing,
the All-Seeing.

O Pen! Make mention of him who hath been named Mihdi
Sadiq, that the attraction of the breaths of remembrance may
seize him and draw him nigh unto a station wherein naught
is heard save the mention of God and His praise, and wherein
naught is seen save the manifestations of the lights of the Lu-
minary of His Cause, the Mighty, the Wondrous. This is a
Book that speaketh the truth and summoneth all unto God,
the Lord of the worlds. They who have turned away this Day
from God and His sovereignty are in manifest error. We be-
seech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist His servants
unto that which He loveth and is pleased with, and to ordain
for them that which will draw them nigh unto Him at all times.

5 Say: My God, my God! The weak one hath clung to the cord

of Thy strength, and the abased one hath held fast to the hem
of the robe of Thy might, and the poor one hath stood before
the door of Thy bounty, and the heedless one before the ocean
of Thy knowledge and the heaven of Thy wisdom. I beseech
Thee to ordain for me that which will gladden my heart and
solace mine eyes. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-
Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee, both male and female. Remember them on My behalf
and gladden them with My verses and illumine them with the
light of My mercy which hath preceded all who are in the
heavens and on earth. We seal the Book with the two names
who were named Nabil before B and Mihdi, and We beseech
God to assist them through His power and sovereignty and to
teach them that which beseemeth His days, the Mighty, the
Wondrous. Repeated mention of them hath flowed from the
Most Exalted Pen. Some time ago the most unassailable and
most holy Tablet was revealed especially for them and was
sent forth, and they were blessed with the honor of beholding
it. Grace hath encompassed them, and mercy hath outstripped
all else.

The Supreme Pen hath been moved night and day towards
the friends and hath been directed heavenward. All must be
illumined by the light of certitude and attain unto the most
great steadfastness. From the time of the dawning of the Day-
Star of the horizons from the horizon of Iraq until now, all have
been informed. In one of the Tablets, this exalted word was
revealed: “In all cities and regions the cawing of the ravens
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shall be raised. Blessed is he who, steadfast, has cast behind
him all else, holding fast to the cord of God, the Firm, the
Strong.” The pretenders to the Cause and the liars of the
world have appeared and will appear to such an extent that in
all cities and villages the cawing of ravens will be raised. Thus
has spoken the tongue of the All-Knowing in this Clear Tablet.
Perhaps in Akka too the cawing of a raven has been raised.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist you to
achieve the most great steadfastness and to protect you from
the calumnies of the godless ones and the slanderers. Verily,
He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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In the Name of Him Who warbleth upon the branches!

The Book of the All-Merciful speaketh amidst all religions
and summoneth the peoples unto their Lord, the All-Merciful.
Blessed is the heart that hath turned unto Him and the coun-
tenance that hath been directed towards Him, and woe unto
him who hath denied and turned away when he heard the Call
from the Supreme Horizon. Thus hath the Pen spoken when
the Lord of Eternity was in this noble station.

Carmel hath smiled at the appearance of God, and Zion hath
cried out: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Lord of all worlds!”
This is the Day wherein the City of God hath descended from
the heaven of His command, yet most of the people are in
manifest obscurity.

Say: O Concourse of the Spirit! He Who was promised hath
come, and He Who was hidden hath appeared, and he who
was silent hath spoken, through the grace of God, the Lord of
the mighty Throne. O Concourse of the Spirit! He speaketh
among you, yet ye hear not, and He walketh before your faces,
yet ye know not. Your eyes have been dazed and your ears
prevented. Fear ye God and follow not your desires. Follow
Him Who was promised in the Books and mentioned in the
hearts and minds.

O Concourse of the Spirit! He hath come from heaven as He
ascended unto it the first time. Hasten unto Him and be not
of the heedless.

i O thou who hast emigrated unto God! Hear My call from this

luminous Spot. He remembereth thee and commandeth thee
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to that which attracteth the hearts of them who are nigh unto
God. Say: O Land of Ta! Thou hast come from the direction
of grandeur and glory with the tidings of God, the Mighty, the
Glorious, the Praiseworthy. The fragrance of the All-Merciful
hath been wafted throughout all contingent being. Draw nigh
with illumined hearts and be not of them that hesitate.

Thou art he whom God hath made the Dawning-Place of His
Revelation, the Dayspring of His signs, the Mine of His wis-
dom and the Treasury of the pearls of His wondrous utterance.
Blessed art thou, and blessed is he that dwelleth in thee, and
joy be unto thee and unto him who hath attained thy presence
and established for himself a seat within thee. We beseech God
to illumine all through the light of recognition and draw them
nigh unto His sacred and luminous Presence.

O Baqir! Hear My call. Verily it hath been raised from a
station whereunto cannot attain the mention of the mystics,
nor the praise of the chosen ones, nor the clamor of the seekers.
Remind in My name the Hands of My Cause there and give
them glad-tidings of My acceptance of them. Say: Grieve not
for that which hath befallen you from those at whose tyranny
the dwellers of the highest Paradise and the Manifestations of
the most exalted Heaven have lamented. God shall soon exalt
those who have believed and abase every heedless remote one.

We send Our greetings unto you, O My loved ones, and Our
salutations unto you, O My chosen ones. We have remembered
you before and at this time with a remembrance whereby the
Holy Spirit hath been attracted. Pass like the spring breezes
over the lands that their countenances may smile and they may
perceive from thee the fragrance of God, the Lord of the Day
of Judgment.

When thou arrivest in the Land of Sad, visit My loved ones
and chosen ones who were not prevented by the riches of the
world from holding fast unto the Most Great Name. They have
cast aside all else but God with a might that hath amazed the
Concourse on High. These are the people of Baha whose ap-
pearance, arising and advancement in the service of His mighty
and exalted Cause God hath promised His servants.

Say: O Land of Sad! Where are the showers of thy mercy,
and where are the stars of thy horizons? Where are God’s
trusts within thee, and where are thy light and thy radiance,
and where are those through whom the gate of heaven was
opened and that which was in God’s knowledge, the Lord of
the exalted Throne, was made manifest?

And when thou arrivest in the Land of Nun and Jim, give them
glad-tidings from the Wronged One, then recite unto them
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what hath been sent down from the heaven of the bounty of
thy Lord, the Speaking, the All-Knowing. Say: O loved ones
of God and His party! The realities of all things have lamented
due to your grief, to this testifieth the Lord of all beings in this
exalted station. By God! There hath been ordained for you
that which no eye hath seen the like thereof, to this doth testify
the Book of God, the Mighty, the Wondrous. We bear witness
that ye have attained unto acceptance when most men turned
away, and ye have drunk the choice wine of immortality from
the hand of the bounty of your Lord, the Compassionate, the
Generous, and ye have heard that which ears were prevented
from hearing, and ye have seen that which eyes have not seen,
to this testifieth He Who calleth with the most exalted call
between earth and heaven: “Verily there is no God but Me,
the Single, the One, the Powerful, the Mighty.”

We bear witness at the end of the Book that thou hast attained
unto that which was recorded in God’s Books and treasured in
the hearts of His Messengers. The resplendent Light shining
from the horizon of My utterance and the manifest and radiant
Glory from the heaven of My mercy be upon thee and upon
My loved ones who have heard and said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O God of all who are in the heavens and on earth!”
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)
He is the Most Holy, the Most Glorious @c‘y‘ uu\éﬁ\!\ »

O Thou at Whose most sweet call the spirits of the pure
ones were attracted, and through Whose spiritual melodies the
hearts of those who dwell in the Eternal Realm were filled with
rapture! Through the manifestation of Thy Most Great Name
the peoples were divided: the essences ascended to the loftiest
heights, while the accidents remained in the nethermost earth.
At the appearance of the mention of Thy Hidden Name, the
faces of the lovers are set ablaze, the hearts of those attracted
are enkindled, the hearts of those who love are moved, and the
eyes of the yearning ones overflow with longing. Then black-
ened are the faces of those who turned away from Thy Most
High, Most Great Beauty.
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Through the revelation of Thy Name, the All-Forgiving, the
dawn of manifestation broke forth and the breeze of forgiveness
wafted over all things hidden and manifest. Through the re-
moval of the veils of glory from the face of the Divine Exemplar
and the rising of the Luminary of Beauty from the horizon of
majesty, the people of Baha drank of the Kawthar of meeting,
then the purest nectar, then the crimson wine, then the water
of life, then the stream of grace and bounty, then the foun-
tain of eternity, then the crystal-clear waters from the hands
of bestowal, then the subtle darkness from the cup of healing,
then the hidden milk from the pearl of Thy Most Hidden, Most
Concealed Name.

Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the Throne and the Cloud, for
having caused these subtle, delicate, sweet, compelling, pene-
trating, flowing rivers to stream forth from the direction of the
throne of Thy oneness and the ocean of Thy Self-Subsistence
for Thy loved ones and the people of Thy Cause, who have
purified their eyes from gazing upon aught else but Thee and
have freed their hearts, their souls and their spirits for the rev-
elations of the Sun of Thy knowledge. Then praise be unto
Thee, above all praise, O my God, for having enabled them to
be steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy love, and submissive
to all that proceeded from Thee.

This one, O my God, who at Thy glorious throne was named
Nabil ibn Nabil - upon him be the waves of Thy favors and
whatsoever beseemeth the billows of Thy generosity and
bounty - hastened with his whole being to the court of Thy
mercy until he attained all the good Thou hadst ordained
in Thy Book. Therefore, O my God, I beseech Thee by
Thy two Most Great, Most Mighty Names, since Thou hast
honored him with arrival at the city of Thy presence and
the Ka’bih of Thy meeting twice, to distinguish him with a
third time as a favor from Thee, that the word concerning
him may be fulfilled and Thy blessing upon him perfected,
though Thou hadst already fulfilled Thy word to him and
completed Thy blessing upon him. Yet this is grace upon
grace, and favor upon favor. And if that be not ordained due
to outward impediments, then send down from the heaven of
Thy Will that which would establish its reward for him in Thy
mighty tablets, for verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou pleasest, and Thou art the Protector, the Mighty, the
Omnipotent.

O my God! Among Thy near ones who love Thee were those
who numbered there according to the letters of Thy Most High
Name. One of them departed and two remained. Therefore,
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strengthen them with their third, O my Lord, the Most Mer-
ciful, that the encompassing lights of Thy Word, which Thou
didst send down through the tongue of Thy Beloved before all
things, may take their station. Verily, Thou art the Ruler over
what Thou willest and the Doer of what Thou desirest. My
soul be a sacrifice for Thy love!

The letter adorned with mention of the Lord of Eternity, which
was inscribed by the firm, steadfast pen of certitude and assur-
ance, arrived and was beheld. And whatsoever was recorded
therein of the melodies of the birds of Paradise and the doves
of the celestial garden in praise and supplication to the Beloved
was presented and mentioned in the Most Holy Presence. The
blessed Word, which was the source, spring and mine of in-
finite bounties, appeared from the horizon of the Mouth of
Will, gazed with the glance of favor, and was directed toward
thee. Blessed is the letter that was read before the Throne and
whose praise of His mighty, beauteous Self was heard by the
Divine Ear. O my spirit be a sacrifice for thee, O beloved one,
for the Tongue of Grandeur spoke concerning thee that which
perfumed all existence, both seen and unseen.

Furthermore, whatsoever was expressed regarding the stations
of powerlessness and nothingness in the presence of the
Branches, Leaves and Twigs of the Divine Lote-Tree was
presented at their holy, glorious feet. They showed perfect
favor and spoke with wondrous, sublime mention and most
high, exalted glorification, which this servant is to convey
from their blessed tongue. Verily, He is the Bearer of mercy
and the Sender down of blessing to whomsoever He willeth
among His near servants.

Verily, the Glory be upon you, O people of Baha, and upon
those who love you in truth and certitude.

The servant
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Study guide to this volume

The second ‘Akka collection spanning the full breadth of the period is dominated by tablets of
encouragement, metaphysical orientation, and pastoral intimacy. Several items illuminate the doc-
trinal framework within which the late community was expected to understand both God and
itself: the divine Essence remains forever unknowable, and all knowledge of God flows through
His “tokens” in the world; the Tablets themselves contain not only spiritual guidance but the very
“subtleties of the science of ethics and the mysteries of the ordinances of governance” required
for the ordering of human life. The volume reaches its most affecting register in BH01106, the
memorial visitation tablet for Asiyyih Khanum — Baha’u’llah’s wife, Navvab, who died in 1886
after decades of companionship through exile and imprisonment — a text of extraordinary personal
pathos and historical specificity. The divine tradition cited in BH00692 — “I created all things for
thy sake, and thee for My own sake; flee not from Me” — stands as the theological center of the
whole: God is not the creator of human beings for His own use but the creator of all existence for
human flourishing, while human beings exist ultimately for divine relationship.

Divine Unknowability and the Knowledge of Tokens

Key Passages

The loftiest thought of the mystic knowers and the highest imagining of the thinkers
embraceth not even an appointed measure of understanding of but one trace of the
evidences of Thy supreme power. How then shall they apprehend the inmost reality of
Thine Essence?... For man possesseth no way of knowing Thee save by recognizing Thy
traces in the world of being, and by inferring therefrom the existence of the mysteries
of Thine unseen Self in all that is. Whoso claimeth a road unto the knowledge of Thee
other than by Thy tokens is verily veiled from Thee. — BHO00636

The very essence of oneness and of true knowledge is our confession, in Thy presence, of
our helplessness and annihilation before Thy Face... and the very kernel of remembrance
and utterance is our acknowledgment of our poverty and shortcoming when Thy light
shineth forth from the Sinai of Thy Revelation and the fire of Thy Command blazeth
high on the Day of Resurrection. — BHO00636

He is the One Who has concealed within the darkness of words the fountain of life, and
has deposited within the mystery of verses the realities of knowledge and wisdom, and
has veiled within the potentiality of evidences the subtleties of wisdom and utterance.
— BHO00642
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Context for Study

The opening tablets of this volume develop a sustained apophatic theology: God cannot be known
in His Essence by any created faculty, and the “essence of oneness” is not the intellectual com-
prehension of God but the confessed ignorance of the worshipper before the divine Face. This is
an important specification of what divine unity (tawhid) means in Baha'u’llah’s framework: it is
not primarily a metaphysical proposition (“there is one God rather than many”) but an experien-
tial posture — the total insufficiency of every human knowing before the transcendent Real. The
knowledge that is possible — knowledge of God through His “tokens” in the world of being — is
real and sufficient for salvation, but it is always indirect, always inferential, always mediated by
the Manifestation. BH00642 adds a further dimension: even the Tablets themselves, the revealed
words, contain their deepest meaning “concealed within the darkness of words” and “veiled within
the potentiality of evidences.” Revelation is not transparent but requires the eye of the heart to pen-
etrate its outward form. These positions belong to the ancient tradition of negative theology found
across the major traditions: Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite (“the divine darkness is beyond all
light”), Ibn ‘Arabi’s distinction between the unknowable divine Essence (Dhat) and the knowable
divine attributes (Sifat), Maimonides’ insistence that positive attributes can only be applied to
God through negation, and the Upanishadic neti neti (“not this, not this”).

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah declares that true tawhid consists in “the confession of helplessness” before God.
How does this understanding of divine unity compare with the philosophical monotheism of
Islamic kalam, with the mystical monotheism of the Sufis, and with Maimonides’ negative
theology? What is distinctive in this formulation?

2. If the only path to divine knowledge is through “tokens” in the world of being, what is the
status of the revealed scriptures? Are they the primary tokens, or are they themselves tokens
pointing to something that cannot be captured in words?

3. The passage says that “within the darkness of words” lies “the fountain of life.” How does this
image of scriptural darkness — rather than scriptural light — reframe the standard concept
of revelation as illumination? What spiritual disciplines does it require?

4. Compare the Baha’i apophatic position with the Christian tradition of kataphatic (positive)
versus apophatic (negative) theology as described by Pseudo-Dionysius and Meister Eckhart.
Is Baha’u’llah’s position closer to one of these than the other, or does it synthesize them?

5. What are the practical implications of holding that the divine Essence is absolutely unknow-
able for the practice of prayer, worship, and devotion? How does one pray to a God who
infinitely transcends one’s comprehension?
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“I Created All for Thee”: The Divine Love at the Origin of Exis-
tence

Key Passages

In the divine tradition He saith: “O son of man! I created all things for thy sake, and
thee for My own sake. Flee not from Me.” Alas and regret that they are deprived of
that for which they were created, occupied with their own idle fancies, and prevented
from receiving the lights of the Sun of Truth. In this spiritual springtime, when all
the world is verdant and flourishing from the divine breezes of knowledge, the trees of
human existence have not stirred nor become verdant. — BH00692

Hallowed and glorified is that omnipotent Sovereign Who with the finger of power un-
sealed the choice sealed wine and through the blessing of the Name of the Self-Subsisting
bestowed it upon the company of them that are nigh, the believers and the sincere ones.
I swear by the pearls of the divine ocean of knowledge that whosoever attained unto a
drop thereof forsook the world and all that dwell therein, and set his face toward the
ultimate goal, the most exalted summit and the highest horizon. — BHO00649

Context for Study

The hadith qudsi (divine saying) quoted in BH00692 is one of the most beloved texts in Islamic
mystical literature: “I created all things for thy sake, and thee for My own sake; flee not from Me.”
It appears in Baha'u’llah’s writings in multiple contexts, and its function is always the same: to
locate the origin of creation in divine love directed toward the human being, and the purpose of
human existence in a love directed back toward God. This is not a utilitarian account of creation
(God made the world for some purpose of His own) but a relational one: creation flows from
love and returns to love. The tragedy named in BH00692 is the tragic irony of creatures who
possess this extraordinary dignity — created by divine love, for divine relationship — yet find
themselves “occupied with idle fancies” and unable to receive what is freely given. The “spiritual
springtime” image — all the world “verdant and flourishing” from the divine breezes, while most
human beings remain unstirred — is one of the most poignant images in the late corpus. The
companion passage from BH00649, which recalls the unsealing of the “choice sealed wine,” adds
the experiential testimony of those who did receive: “whosoever attained unto a drop thereof forsook
the world and all that dwell therein.” These two passages constitute a philosophical meditation
on human possibility and human failure — on the gap between what divine love offers and what
human attachment allows to be received.

Questions for Reflection

1. The divine saying “I created all things for thy sake, and thee for My own sake” makes humanity
both the purpose of creation and the creature most called into divine relationship. How does
this claim relate to the Kantian categorical imperative, which holds that rational beings must
always be treated as ends and never merely as means? What do they share, and where does
the divine-love framework differ from the Kantian rational-autonomy framework?
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2. Compare the image of creation as a gift of divine love directed toward humanity with Christian
doctrines of agape as creative and self-giving love (Anders Nygren), with Jewish accounts of
the tzelem FElohim (image of God) as the ground of human dignity, and with the Hindu
concept of lila (divine play) as the motivation for creation.

3. What is the spiritual diagnosis implicit in the image of “trees of human existence” that “have
not stirred nor become verdant” despite the divine spring? Is this a counsel of despair, a
lament, a provocation to action, or all three?

4. The passage about the “sealed wine” says that those who taste it “forsake the world and all
that dwell therein.” How should this counsel of detachment be reconciled with Baha’u’llah’s
simultaneous insistence on social engagement, governance, justice, and the “betterment of the
world”? Is this a paradox or a coherent position?

5. What does it mean to “flee” from God? The divine saying commands “flee not from Me.”
What forms does flight from God actually take in human life, and how does the recognition
of the Manifestation constitute a return from that flight?

The Companion: A Memorial for Navvab

Key Passages

Say: O Most Exalted Leaf, mentioned in the Crimson Book! Thou art she whom
God created to arise for the service of His Own Self, the Manifestation of His Cause,
the Dawning-Place of His Revelation... He strengthened thee in such wise that thou
didst turn wholly unto Him when the servants and handmaidens turned away. Thou
didst hear His most sweet call and didst respond to it, and thou wert with Him in all
conditions, until thou didst migrate from the Land of Ta to Zawra, and from Zawra to
the Land of Mystery, and thence to this Prison which hath been designated by every
name by God, the Creator of the heavens. — BHO01106

The Branches would enter thy presence with greetings and would leave with sighs of
anguish and sorrow. After the ascension of thy spirit, their tears descended and their
sighs ascended, and every possessor of a heart and station lamented before thy Lord, the
Lord of the earth and the heavens. Alas, alas! By thy grief the people of the pavilion of
glory and the tabernacle of grace were grieved, and the eyes of those who circle round
the Throne shed tears at thy calamity. — BHO01106

Context for Study

The Ziyarat-Namiy-i-Asiyyih Khanum (Memorial Visitation Tablet for Navvab, Baha'u’llah’s wife)
is one of the most historically intimate texts in the entire Baha'i corpus. Asiyyih Khanum, known
as Navvab, had been with Baha’u’llah through every stage of His exile: from Tehran through
Baghdad, Adrianople, and finally ‘Akka. She died in 1886, within the walls of the prison city.
The memorial visitation tablet addresses her directly in the second person, tracing the arc of her
journey through the geographic stations of exile, and then pivots to describe her deathbed as a
scene of communal mourning. The Most Great Branch (‘Abdu’l-Baha) and the other sons stand in
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attendance; the family weeps; the lamentation rises to heaven. What elevates this text beyond mere
biographical commemoration is its theological register: Navvab is addressed as the one whom God
“created to arise for the service of His Own Self,” mentioned in the Crimson Book, who “turned
wholly unto Him when the servants and handmaidens turned away.” Her fidelity is presented as
the female counterpart to the martyrs’ fidelity — not death in the path of God but a lifetime of
companionship through every exile, a witness that endures. This is an unusual text in a corpus
not known for personal domestic detail, and it offers a rare window into the intimacy of the Baha'i
household and into the place that devoted women occupied within the emerging tradition.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does the memorial visitation tablet’s genre — a formal visitation text (ziyarat-namih)
applied to a member of the Founder’s household — say about who deserves such formal
commemoration in the Baha’i tradition? Compare with the Catholic tradition of canonization,
with Islamic forms of communal commemoration, and with Jewish Kaddish.

2. Navvab is described as created to arise for the service of the Manifestation, and as one who
“turned wholly unto Him when the servants and handmaidens turned away.” What is the
relationship between private, domestic fidelity and public prophetic witness? Is her fidelity
of the same kind as the martyrs’, or of a different kind?

3. The text traces her journey through the geographic stages of exile: Tehran, Baghdad (Za-
wra), Adrianople (the Land of Mystery), ‘Akka. How does this geographic narrative function
theologically? What does the movement from exile to exile to prison accomplish spiritually?

4. The deathbed scene is depicted as one of communal mourning in which the Most Great
Branch (‘Abdu’l-Baha) stands in attendance. What does this detailed scene reveal about the
Baha’i understanding of death, family, and the relationship between the earthly and celestial
communities?

5. How does this intensely personal and historically specific text relate to the more universal
and doctrinal tablets in the same volume? What does the juxtaposition of the cosmological
and the domestic reveal about the scope of Baha'u’llah’s revelatory ministry?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 104 holds together the highest speculative theology and the most intimate pastoral address.
The divine Essence is unknowable but approaches through tokens; the revealed texts contain wisdom
hidden “within the darkness of words”; God created all things for the human soul and the soul for
divine relationship; and yet the trees of human existence remain, for the most part, unstirred. In
Navvab’s memorial tablet these cosmic and personal registers converge: a life of fidelity through
exile becomes both a historical fact and a theological statement.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What is the relationship between
the highest theological affirmation — that divine love is the origin and purpose of all
creation — and the actual human experience of living in its light, or of failing to do so,
as revealed in the lives of those who were most closely present to the Manifestation
Himself?
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