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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 105

This third volume of undated ‘Akka-period Tablets (1868-1892) is especially revealing of the way
Baha’u’llah moves between exalted proclamation and the practical governance of an embattled
community. On one side stand public texts that present the Prison as the new locus of divine
address to humanity: BH01495 summons the peoples of the earth from the “Prison of Akka,” while
BHO01562 similarly casts the Most Great Prison as the source of a universal call and a renewing
social ethic. At the same time, the volume is marked by repeated awareness of strain within the
community itself: several tablets refer obliquely or directly to disorder, to “cawers,” to stains upon
“the hem of the Cause,” and to the need for steadfastness, unity, wisdom, and disciplined speech.

Among the most noteworthy doctrinal items is BH01538, a substantial meditation on knowledge
of God through the Manifestation that moves from natural theology to the necessity of embodied
divine “Temples,” and then turns outward in a striking plea that the communities issuing from the
Muhammadan dispensation abandon their divisions and receive “the light of unity.” This tablet
is one of the clearest texts in the volume for Baha'u’llah’s attempt to address Islam not merely
polemically but as a religious civilization capable of reintegration through recognition of the new
revelation. Also notable is BH11727, whose counsel on loyalty to the “just government,” restriction
of teaching according to circumstance, rejection of oaths, and gratitude toward political protec-
tors gives concrete expression to the late-Akka ethic of prudence, political quietism, and strategic
wisdom.

Other tablets deserve notice for the particular windows they open onto late Baha’i communal
life. BHO01550 is a rich administrative piece, dealing with fabrics, huquq funds, support for the
“Two Luminous Lights,” provision for captives and travelers, and even the acquisition of property
or income-bearing land for the needs of the community in ‘Akka. BHO01562 complements it by
explicitly commanding the believers to engage in crafts and trades, a valuable reminder that the late
writings do not oppose spirituality to labor but increasingly integrate livelihood into the religious
life. BHO01557 is less institutional but still important, for its insistence that grief must yield to
thanksgiving, that teaching remains the highest work, and that action should proceed through
consultation and wisdom. Finally, texts such as BH02206, with its warning against new false
doctrines and renewed communal fragmentation, show how insistently Baha'u’llah was trying to
secure doctrinal cohesion in precisely these years. Taken together, the volume is one of the stronger
witnesses to the mature ‘Akka synthesis of universal proclamation, anti-sectarian vision, communal
discipline, economic realism, and obedience to prudent political order.

vii
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To: Mas’ud
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In the Name of Him Who is the Lord of the earth and heaven!

This is the Day whereon the Book speaketh, wherein the Sun
discourseth, and wherein the Moon proclaimeth: “Dominion
belongeth unto God, the Lord of the Throne and of the dust!
Glory be to God, the Lord of all creation! And sovereignty is
God’s, the Lord of both the past and future!” Blessed is he
who hath turned unto Him, and joy be unto him who hath
hearkened, and woe betide every heedless doubter and every
remote ignorant one.

O peoples of the earth! Hearken unto the Call from the Most
Exalted Horizon. Verily, it draweth you unto a station whereon
the Throne of God, the Lord of all worlds, hath been estab-
lished. We have sent down the verses and manifested the evi-
dences, yet most of the people are wandering distraught.

O concourse of loved ones in Rustaq and its surroundings! Hear
ye the Call from the Prison of Akka. Verily, it hath been
raised between earth and heaven, and it is the Sealed Wine
which hath appeared and flowed forth through My Name, the
Self-Subsisting, and it is the Salsabil of divine knowledge for all
creation, and the Symbol of Oneness amidst humanity. Blessed
is he who hath turned and partaken and drunk through this
Name, whereby the limbs of the heedless have trembled.

O My loved ones there! Cast aside vain imaginings and their
manifestations, idols and their likes, and conjectures and their
Thus have We revealed the Cause and sent down that
which hath attracted the hearts of those who are nigh unto
God.

sources.

O concourse of loved ones! Can any among you cast behind
him all names and set aside all that the people possess, turning
unto the Kaaba of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy? Say:
Nay, by Thy very Self, except through Thy might and power
and sovereignty which have encompassed the first and the last.
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O thou who art present before the Face and who drinketh the
wine of revelation! Give glad tidings unto My loved ones of
My remembrance, My loving-kindness, and My mercy which
have preceded all things. Verily their Lord, the All-Merciful,
is the Compassionate, the Generous One. He loveth His loved
ones and remembereth them with that which shall cause their
names, deeds, and remembrances to endure in the Books of
God, the Goal of all who know.

O Mas’ud! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the
Loving. We bear witness that thou hast attained the ultimate
goal and hast appeared before the Face, and hast witnessed
the signs from their Dawning-Place and their Revealer, and
the evidences from their Source. Know thou the station of this
testimony which hath descended from the heaven of bounty
as a favor from Him unto thee. Blessed is he who hath at-
tained unto that which hath been revealed from the Lord of
the Mighty Throne.

This is a Book that guideth mankind unto the Most Great Path
and draweth them nigh unto the All-Knowing, the One. Say:
O people! Take hold of the Book of God with His strength in
such wise that neither all worldly things prevent you, nor the
cawing of the cawers who have cast the Most Great Sea behind
them, clinging to their own vain imaginings. Verily, they are
among the most lost.

In this Book which speaketh before the faces of the servants,
manifestation belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty.
Read thou the Tablet unto My loved ones, then send it unto
him who hath soared in My atmosphere and drunk the wine of
reunion from the hand of My bounty, whom We have named
in the Book as Javan-i-Ruhani. Upon him be the everlasting
Glory of God, that his eyes may be solaced by witnessing the
traces of his Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O Ruhani! Sorrows have encompassed Us, and there hath ap-
peared from those who claimed to love Me and to hold fast unto
My cord that which hath caused the Most Exalted Paradise to
lament, and every fair-minded, clear-sighted one. Thy letter
hath come before the Wronged One and hath attained the
glances of favor, as attesteth that which hath flowed from My
mighty and wondrous Pen. Thy remembrance hath not ceased
from My Most Great Prison. We have mentioned thee and have
revealed for thee in the Tablets that which hath attracted the
hearts of the sincere ones. We recall the days when thou wert
present before the Face and didst hear the Call of God, the
Lord of the worlds. The Wronged One, under the swords of
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the enemies, calleth thee and remembereth thee. Know thou
the station of this bounty and be of the thankful ones.

2 We have been with thee in all conditions when thou wert

speaking this wise Remembrance whereby the limbs of every
remote misbeliever have trembled. Say: O people! By God!
Through His remembrance the world hath been perfumed, and
through His arising the people have arisen to serve God, the
All-Knowing, the Wise. Grieve not over anything, but trust in
God, the Almighty, the Powerful. Blessed is the house wherein
My remembrance is raised, and the place honored by the hear-
kening of My verses, and the heart that hath turned unto this
luminous horizon. We have mentioned those with thee, both
before and after, and We mention them at this time with verses
that equal not the books of the people nor the treasuries of
kings and rulers. Blessed is the ear that hath heard thy men-
tion in this Great Announcement. Convey My remembrance,
then deliver unto them what hath been sent down from the
heaven of thy Lord, the Ancient Sender.
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To: Karbalai Ahmad, in Birjand

He is the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

A remembrance from Us unto him who hath sought the Most
FExalted Station and traversed land and sea until he arrived at
the luminous Dome, the Station wherein was raised the call of
the Lord of Names and the Creator of Heaven. By the life of
God! He entered and attained unto that which was recorded
in the Books and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the
Scriptures and Tablets. O Ahmad! Give thanks unto God
for having aided thee and prospered thee and granted thee
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His presence, which nothing in the Kingdom or in the Realm
of Might can equal. To this testifieth the Tongue of the All-
Merciful in the Kingdom of Utterance.

We bear witness that thou wast present and didst hear and
recognize that which most of the servants were prevented from
recognizing. We have revealed for each one whom thou didst
mention in the presence of the Countenance a Tablet that hath
testified to God’s grace and loving-kindness. Blessed art thou
and blessed is every servant whom the oppression of those who
denied the Beginning and the Return hath not deterred. We
showed thee Our horizon and caused thee to hear Our call and
aided thee to accomplish a deed before which all deeds bow
down.

Grieve not for what hath befallen thee. There hath befallen
Us in the path of God that which caused the rocks to cry out
and the trees to lament. We were with him at the time of his
ascension. By My life! The Concourse on High welcomed him
and found from him the fragrance of his Lord, the All-Glorious.
Thus was the matter decreed by God, the Lord of Lords. He
fulfilled God’s Covenant and His Testament and testified to
that whereunto God had testified before all things: that there
is none other God but Him, the One, the Chosen One.

The Light shining from the horizon of the heaven of grace and
the fragrance wafting from the garment of the Dayspring of
justice be upon thee, O thou who hast believed in God and
His signs and who didst migrate in His path until thou didst
attain unto that which was hidden in God’s knowledge and
inscribed in His books. To this testifieth He with Whom is the
Mother Book. We bear witness that thou didst hear the Call
and didst answer thy Lord and didst turn unto Him, despite
those who cast the verses behind their backs and denied God
when He came with power and sovereignty. Upon thee be My
glory and the glory of those in My Kingdom and the glory of
those in the pavilion of My grandeur and the glory of every
steadfast one whom the power of princes hath not weakened,
who arose and proclaimed: “God is our Lord and the Lord of
the earth and the heavens!”

O Ahmad! Praise thou the Beloved of the worlds Who hath
aided thee in that which was mentioned in His Book and in-
scribed by the Most Exalted Pen. At the beginning of Our
imprisonment We sacrificed a Branch from the Branches for
a matter none knoweth save God, thy Lord. The world hath
no worth, neither had it any. That Branch, in the prime of
youth, laid down his life and sought another station. I swear
by the Sun of the horizon of inner meanings that were there

Aty Sl Gl Y5 oSG L Aol
O S 3 o ) ol Sy

C’.&b&f}g’)ﬁ”}&ﬂ;—gﬁ\w :
O53 e KU B sl ) b e e
sk s A1 Lk 4 ) el s
el 1,387 ol s e Lo e 05 SO
5 O Sty Bl STyl sl

eV o Cnias Je e STha)

B e B e 55 8 S5y LE 032 Y
E OV 4 cob 5l 4 colo b
JeVI S dizal B (g e 03 gm0 (g 4o
o5 SIS oW 4y e ae ey
Sl Gy 4 Y o) Bl g p Y
8 ST U8 a3 4 g s A

B PN NN

nddl 5 Jad) e Bl e 3l
yk&dw\dbuaﬁy&c;hﬂ\
O Q) daw 3 Oals 5 all 5 Al ol
3 loghs 5 1 Jo 6180 067 ke 0
At ORI o) ek e Sy ey 45
3l S o) 5 il Cane S
LA™ 5 ol U s ol Uy ol
e Gl Ko Olalw 5 5503 3151 Al
;L;&j:}-"ﬂéyim;éﬁkjég
1o TV 858 atinsl Lo i KT

Slgandl 5 ey oy 5 by 116

sy 545 7 L 0Ll g 5 am anll 6
3 e o) 515 5500 MK eI
g5t 1 1y Obasl 31 gab 2 05y
w3l (658 Ls S, BV b1 Y
Sty Ole Gl Jl s gt 0T 5 55000
S Bl b 550 p Ko plie A 5 540

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 4



Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BH01519

to be revealed less than a needle’s eye of thy son’s station who
ascended unto God, all would be thunderstruck with joy.

The world should be abandoned to the heedless nations; for a
station unto which all things bear witness as doomed to per-
ish hath never been, nor shall it ever be, worthy of repose.
The sanctified, assured, and pure souls, however, yearn at all
times to take their flight; yet, by virtue of the exigencies of con-
summate wisdom, they endure with patience for a few fleeting
days. The reins of command are in His grasp, and the judg-
ment resteth within His hand.

Grieve not. God hath been with thee and will ever be with thee.
With utmost joy and gladness, occupy thyself during these
evanescent days with the service of God. Verily, He speaketh
the truth, guideth the way, and He, in truth, is the Mighty, the
Beauteous.

Convey My greetings to the friends and gladden them with
God’s loving-kindness. The promised Tablets were sent with
Jinab-i-Amin, that is, Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be the glory of
God. God willing, those worthy of them shall attain unto
them and drink from the living waters of the All-Merciful’s
utterance. Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee. Today is not
a day of grief. Let not time slip away. Thou hast been and art
remembered in the Most Holy Court. I counsel My loved ones
to deal with the heedless people with wisdom. God’s mercy
hath preceded His wrath. Speak according to the requirements
thereof. People are like earth - some barren, some blessed. If
good soil is found, the planting of the tree of inner meanings
and utterance is permitted; otherwise silence is preferable. The
glory which is manifest, evident, and shining forth from the
horizon of the heaven of My loving-kindness be upon thee and
upon My loved ones who have held fast to My firm cord.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir

Regarding the 40-yard pieces and the white fabrics that were
sent, all arrived exactly as specified in your esteemed letter
and were accepted with honor. However, as commanded, if at
some point four rolls of high quality thick 40-yard fabric could
be sent, that would be appreciated. Praise be to God that your
honor is engaged in service to the Cause.

Regarding the Huquq funds that you had written about, you
sent the exact copy of this servant’s note to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Ahmad, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty, and likewise
regarding the hundred tumans which your honor, even though
the Huquq funds had not arrived, wrote to Jinab-i-Afnan, upon
him be the Most Glorious Beauty, asking them to deliver - all
these matters were presented to the Most Holy Court. His
word, exalted be His mention and His utterance: “Blessed are
those Afnans who have attained to My recognition and heard
My call and have arisen to serve My holy, mighty, magnificent
Cause. They are under the gaze of their Lord’s mercy and He
has ordained for them that which shall profit them in the next
world and in this one. He is verily the Deliverer, the Preserver,
the Bestower, the Generous.”

3 If one observes with an illumined eye what has transpired, he
will testify that the oceans of divine mercy, favor and kindness
have encompassed the Two Luminous Lights. He has preserved
them and honored them and exalted them, and in these latter
days they have attained to what their Merciful Lord desired
of His favor. What you have written to Jinab-i-Afnan A. and
H., upon him be the glory of God, and what you have rec-
ommended, is acceptable before the Throne. Today all the
friends of God should look to the matter of the Two Luminous
Lights and carry out what is beloved, especially the Afnans of
the Divine Lote-Tree and particularly those Afnans who have
arisen to serve the Cause - what they have done has been and
is beloved.

1 And regarding the hundred tumans that you wrote about, if
permission is granted and it is accepted, the hundred tumans
will not be deducted from the Huquq funds and the full amount
will be sent, so that the Truth may have accepted these hun-
dred tumans from this non-existent one. This matter was also
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presented and accepted. He said the Afnan wished to achieve
this service which is truly one of the great services to the Cause
of God, and We accepted it, for whatever pertains to the Two
Luminous Lights is counted among the services to the Truth.
By the life of God, theirs is an excellent beginning and end. We
have restrained the Pen from mentioning what is concealed to-
day. Were We to loose its reins, there would appear from it
that which would cause every living thing to hasten to the
place they both turned to. Thus has the Tongue of Grandeur
spoken at this hour.

The remainder of the Huquq funds, if they arrive, have been
allocated for the captives and travelers of this land. After re-
ceipt they should be sent, as was detailed previously according
to instructions. The mention you made of the attention of the
honored Afnans, upon them be from all glory its most glorious,
was presented to the Most Holy Court. He said We have pre-
viously given permission and that permission is now adorned
with a new ornament, but in all conditions they should be mind-
ful of wisdom which is one of the divine commandments. He is
verily the Helper, the Preserver, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,.
Hold fast to the cord of wisdom and trust in God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. He is your Preserver and your Helper
and your Bestower. He is with you in all conditions. Rejoice,
O My Afnans, in the mercy that has preceded you from One
who is All-Knowing, All-Seeing.

i The various funds that you had written should be sent to the

Most Holy Court were presented. Praise be to God, they were
adorned with the ornament of acceptance. He said the small
debts should be paid and with the remainder a property should
be acquired, as the matter of housing in this land has become
very difficult due to the large population and small size of the
city, or lands should be purchased so their yields may be an
enduring fruit for the one who sent them.

This servant submits that this matter is among the great divine
favors, for it has occurred by God’s command in the days of the
Truth. We praise Him through the duration of the kingdom
and the realm. And truly this is cause for rejoicing.
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To: the beloved of God

To the friends of God in all lands
He is the One Who speaks in the Kingdom of Names!

This is the Day wherein the Call of God has been raised from
the direction of the Most Great Prison, calling out to the na-
tions that there is no God but Me, the Sovereign, the Self-
Subsisting. Every ear has been blessed by the call of its Lord,
and every eye by the Most Exalted Horizon, and every heart
by the love of God, the King, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved,
except those who cast behind them their God and followed
their desires in that they followed those who disbelieved in God
throughout all ages and turned away from Him when the Most
Great Book appeared and what was inscribed in the preserved
tablet.

O friends of God! By God, darkness has drawn its veil, and
that which has sullied the hem of the Cause has appeared.
Thereupon the Concourse on High laments, and then those
who soared in the atmosphere of the love of their Lord, the
Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-Loving.

5 Amin was before the Throne for a year, and subsequently We

commanded him to return and engage in what he desired. Ver-
ily his Lord is the Commander, the Mighty, the All-Wise.

We have commanded all to engage in crafts and trades, and this
is from God’s grace unto His creation, but most of the people
are heedless. He was before the Throne and heard the call of
his Lord morning and evening and between them. Thus was it
ordained for him from the Supreme Pen. Verily his Lord, the
All-Merciful, is the Bestower, the Generous. Blessed is he and
blessed is he who hears the call of his Lord and follows what he
has been commanded in the Book which God has made a light
unto those on earth and a proof from Him to all the worlds.

The Supreme Pen in this blessed Tablet conveys greetings to
all the friends and commands all to that which God has willed
in the Book, for verily that which descends from the heaven of
the Divine Will is in truth the water of life for receptive souls
and healing for the world’s ills. By the life of God! Every soul
that acts upon it will assuredly be preserved from afflictions
and will be encompassed by God’s infinite favors. All must be
focused on the Dawning-Place of grace and the Dayspring of
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revelation, awaiting to hear God’s call from the direction of
the Prison. This is the most great bounty, this is the divine
gift among creation, and this is the heavenly feast. For if the
loved ones act upon what has been revealed from the Supreme
Pen of kindly counsels, goodly conduct, and pure deeds, the
fragrances of divine mercy will embrace all the earth, and all
will become detached from all else, turning with heart and
soul to the horizon of the loving-kindness of the All-Merciful.
Beseech God that He may assist all through His favors and
lift the concealing veils, that all may soar in the heaven of the
All-Merciful’s love on the wings of certitude. He is verily the
Bestower, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Various matters have appeared in this land which, although
they have caused apparent distress since the dust of these mat-
ters that have transpired have [soiled] the hem of the Cause,
yet God manifests what He willeth and bestoweth upon whom
He willeth what He willeth. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the
Mighty, the Generous. The Most Great Prison in these num-
bered years has been, through God’s grace, a place of security
and safety and the source of bounties and blessings. But it
changed when they changed. He is verily the All-Seeing, the
All-Knowing, the All-Perceiving. God will soon transform it
as He transformed it the first time, as was decreed by His Pen
in a mighty tablet.

We make mention at the end of the Book of him who turned
towards the direction of the Throne, who was named Abu’l-
Hasan in the Book of God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.
He left his land, turning towards God and gazing toward the
horizon of His grace, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. He entered
the land of Rum when the fires of war were blazing therein
and tribulations surrounded him from all sides. Then God
delivered him by a sovereignty from His presence and preserved
him in truth. He is verily the Preserver, the Generous. This
continued until he entered the Prison Land and attained the
presence of the Countenance and heard what the Tongue of
Grandeur spoke in his mighty, lofty station. He is among those
who fulfilled the Covenant, and the breezes of revelation took
hold of him in such wise that he cast away desire and turned
unto guidance. Verily his Lord is the Helper, the Almighty, the
Exalted, the Mighty, the Most High.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of majesty and glory.

Praise be unto God, Who hath caused the sun of true knowl-
edge to dawn from the horizon of the world of being, and hath
through it flung open the doors of guidance, illumining thereby
the dawning-places of the hearts of them that are endued with
certitude, both in the beginning and in the end. By it He
hath delivered the wanderers lost in the wilderness of heedless-
ness and error, and hath guided the blind ones that roamed
the wastes of ignorance unto the homeland of knowledge and
understanding. FExalted is His sovereignty, dominant over all
the world, and exalted His proof, which cleaveth the midst of
nations.

Inasmuch as He is sanctified above likeness and similitude, and
exalted beyond the comprehension of the people of perfection,
He hath deposited the signs of His might within the realm of
existence, and hath bidden us ponder that which lieth within
the compass of perception, that by the traces we may be guided
to the knowledge of the mysteries, once the veils have been rent
asunder.

And as we were powerless to attain unto true knowledge and
acceptance, He, through His consummate wisdom and resist-
less Will, manifested bodily Temples endowed with spiritual at-
tributes and tokens of all-encompassing mercy, that by Them
we might be guided unto the meads of witnessing, before the
effulgence of the Presence of the Adored One, and that there
might appear from us that which lay treasured within the in-
most reality of being.

O my God, my Lord, and my sole Reliance! I bear witness that
Thy wisdom is unerring and Thy handiwork perfect. Thou hast
made known unto Thy servants that which Thou didst desire
by the tongue of one who resembleth them in outward form,
yet in his life and ways proclaimeth the majesty of Thy glory.
Wondrous is this Cause, and strange this decree — consummate
wisdom and all-embracing mercy!

i I beseech Thee, O Thou the Almighty, the Lord of majesty,

with the tongue of lowliness and entreaty, to assist the com-
munities that have branched forth from the Muhammadan Law
— exalted be its Revealer, and glorified its command — to aban-
don the dissensions that have sprung from idle fancies, and to
receive, in these days, a portion of the light of unity. Thus
may they come to recognize that which will raise them to the
pinnacles of abiding life, protect them from the sudden onsets
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of extinction, lead them, through Thy grace, into the gardens
of knowledge and wisdom, and bring them back to that Law
which hath branched from the Most Great Ocean.

Thou art in truth the All-Bountiful, the Lord of surpassing
grace. Deprive not Thy servants of that for which Thou didst
create them. Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou wilt,
and of the secrets of hearts Thou art fully informed. Thou,
verily, art the Subtle, the All-Seeing.

O thou who hast come to the limpid spring of divine knowl-
edge, who drawest from the rivulet of wisdom and utterance,
and who drinkest from that cloud, driven over the horizons,
which sheddeth upon all regions the gentle rain of intimacy
and unity! That which had been embroidered by the Pen of
love and the ink of fellowship and union hath reached this ser-
vant who confesseth the oneness of God and clingeth to the
hem of detachment.

From the blossoms of the gardens of its meanings there wafted
the sweet savours of affection, and the heart rejoiced in pluck-
ing the fruits from the trees of its noble themes. Exalted be
He Who hath enabled thee to know Him and hath expanded
thy breast with the light of His utterance! Exalted be He Who,
by the magnet of His Word, hath drawn forth the receptive re-
alities from the mine of possibility unto the sunrise of the Sun
of His knowledge and wisdom!

Were the discerning and clear-sighted man to ponder what
hath been concealed within existence of the evidences of the
might of the All-Expounding Presence, such wonder would
seize him that he would cast aside all that is visible and, with
the pinions of longing, take his flight unto a praiseworthy sta-
tion.

Say: O servants of God! Meditate upon the traces of His
handiwork treasured in all things, that they may make known
unto you the path leading to the knowledge of the Lord of
creation, and may usher you into the kingdom of everlasting
life. Let not riches veil you from the All-Possessing, the Most
Exalted.

Ponder upon bygone ages and vanished centuries. Where is
the lord of the throne? Where is the builder of Khawarnaq
and as-Sadir? Where are the lords of palaces and pavilions?
Can ye distinguish them in the dust of their graves? Did their
might, their wealth and their glory avail them aught? Did not
extinction overtake them, whilst abidingness remained with
the True, the Most High?

Can ye look for permanence in a realm of utter evanescence?
Reflect upon the page of creation, read the chronicles it
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beareth, fathom the mysteries it enshrineth, and be assured
that abiding life and eternal continuance are found in the
shadow of your Lord, the All-Glorious, the All-Knowing.

As for thee, O dearly-beloved friend! Turn not thy gaze unto
the people and their heedlessness, but unto the Truth, His
sovereignty, His power and His proof. It behoveth thee and
such as thou to exert your utmost in upholding the Cause of
Truth with wisdom and utterance, and in destroying falsehood
in the realm of being. By thy life! In this world there shall
remain naught save this most glorious station. Blessed is he
who layeth hold upon this all-embracing good and this mighty
gain. Through it is his name exalted amidst creation, and
through it doth his soul endure in the abode of eternity.

5 I beseech God, the Lord of existence, to assist thee, both in

private and in public, to whatsoever shall exalt thy name in the
cities and raise thy remembrance among His servants. Verily,
He is powerful to do what He willeth, and He, of His servants,
is the Gentle, the All-Informed.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting; exalted be His glory,
the Almighty.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Hope and my
Desire, for having revealed Thy promised Day, for having man-
ifested Thyself unto the world through the Sun of Thine appar-
ent Beauty, and for having illumined the horizon of existence
with Thy prevailing, all-manifest Name.

Praise be unto Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast delivered us from
the depths of idle fancies and vain imaginings, and hast brought
us, through Thy manifest yet hidden Name, unto the shore
of true knowledge and recognition. Praise be unto Thee, in
that Thou hast singled us out, amongst all created things, for
the knowledge of Thine Own Self, the All-Glorious, the All-
Bountiful, and hast adorned us with the vesture of Thy grace,
O our God, the All-Merciful.

By Thy might! Were we to thank Thee for as long as existence
itself shall endure, and to extol Thee with the tongues of the
unseen and the seen, we would still remain impotent to render
Thee thanks for the least of Thy favours, nor could we discharge
that which Thou hast made incumbent upon us in return for
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the revelation of Thy gifts — even for the smallest of them, that
none can reckon. How then can we hope to praise that grace
of Thine which hath encompassed all things, or that loving-
kindness of Thine which hath overshadowed earth and heaven?

5 I beseech Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Desire and my

Beloved, with the tongue of my secret and my open praise,
with my outward and my inmost utterance, to assist me and
Thy loved ones to exalt the standards of Thy remembrance and
Thy praise in the cities of Thy creation, and to adorn, both
outwardly and inwardly, our beings with the robes of stead-
fastness in Thy Cause, through a station at which the limbs
of them that deny Thee shall quake, the pillars of those that
hate Thee shall be shaken, and the very members of Thine
adversaries tremble.

Thou, verily, art He Who hath named His own Self “the
All-Bountiful”, and called His very Essence “the All-Merciful”.
There is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O spiritual Friend! Thy letter hath reached this servant, and
a joy beyond all measure hath thereby been vouchsafed. We
supplicate the Lord — exalted be His bounty — that He may
ever cause thine honoured person to dwell in peace beneath the
shade of the Lote-Tree of His grace, and that He may nourish
thee with the blessings of nearness and abiding, of union and
attainment unto His presence.

At the beginning of thy letter thou didst express some sad-
ness and grievance; this servant was indeed astonished, for the
divine favours that have been witnessed in regard to thy per-
son are beyond all counting and number. With such bounties,
neither sorrow nor vexation should find any place or station.
True, at the close of the letter thou didst seek pardon for this.

O beloved one of both worlds! In these days, when the grace
of the Lord of all being hath encompassed the realm of the
seen and the unseen — nay, the entire reality of these servants —
what grief can have any meaning? It behoveth us, with utmost
resolution and entire endeavour, to arise in thanksgiving and
praise. That which is lost today can in no wise be retrieved on
the morrow.

We must strive that the hearts grown cold and the souls well-
nigh dead may, through the spirit of the Word of God, be made
fresh and quickened. Today, in the world of being, there is no
deed more exalted, more sublime, or more meritorious than the
teaching of the Cause — yet with wisdom and with utterance,
as hath been enjoined upon us by our Lord, the All-Glorious,
the All-Merciful.
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Whenever thou desirest to turn thy face toward any quarter, if
there be people of consultation present, take counsel with them,
as commanded; otherwise, consult thine own reason and rely
upon God, thy Lord. The essence of all things is the observance
of wisdom. Whithersoever thou mayest direct thine attention,
there is no harm, provided wisdom be duly observed.

We entreat God to confirm thee in the promulgation of His
Cause and the diffusion of His traces throughout His lands.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

With regard to the matter of the trust which thou didst men-
tion, the fundamental ruling concerneth it hath been sent down
in the Blessed Tablet. When thou becomest aware thereof,
thou wilt be informed. As for the specific trust named in thy
letter, let it, in accordance with the Blessed command, remain
in the keeping of this cherished friend.

Moreover, the Most Holy, Most Inviolate Tablet which had
been requested hath been revealed and wrapped, and hath
been sent. Deliver it unto its destined recipient, and convey,
on behalf of this servant, wondrous and exalted greetings.

The promised book, which had been despatched in the care
of a,xaji Ahmad — upon him be glory — hath arrived. In
truth, it containeth many matters. In these lands as well there
exist numerous such volumes, held in esteem by the friends.
But where is fairness to be found, and where true seeking?
Were a man indeed a sincere searcher and a just soul, many
a writing would bear fruit, and countless reports would yield
their harvest.

Beseech thou the Lord to enable the people and to bestow
upon them the grace of seeking. Verily, He is powerful over all
things.

7 And now, in view of the narrowness of time and the limitation

of opportunity, brevity hath been observed in this letter. Upon
thee, thy son, thy household, and the loved ones of thy Lord
be the glory and the Spirit.
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He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon

This is a Book which the Most Merciful hath sent down to all
who dwell within the realm of possibility, summoning all to a
station wherein the Light hath shone forth and where He Who
conversed on Sinai hath been established upon the throne of
Revelation, and the Tree hath proclaimed: There is none other
God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Say: This is
the Promised Day, did ye but know it, and this is the Day
whereof God’s Books of old have given tidings, and this is the
Preserved Tablet.

Say: O concourse of earth! Deny not the signs of God after
their revelation, and reject not Him Who hath come unto you
from God, the Lord of what was and what shall be. Cast away
your vain imaginings, then turn with your hearts toward the
horizon of God, the Sovereign of existence.

Say: O servants! By God, the Day of Reckoning hath come,
and the Lord of Creation hath spoken forth from the Most
Great Prison, calling all to the Frequented Fane. The heedless
have caused Us to dwell in the most desolate of houses, yet
God hath designated it as His Frequented Fane, to their utter
shame - if they but understood. Had they known what they
had wrought, they would have wept both night and day, at
eventide and at morn. Thus have We lit the lamp of proof
within the niche of utterance. Blessed is he who hath attained,
and woe unto every heedless one who remaineth veiled.

5 O thou servant who hast turned toward the Most Exalted Hori-

zon! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One. He hath heard
thy call and hath answered thee through this Hidden Tablet
which was treasured in God’s knowledge from time immemo-
rial. To this testifieth he who hath perceived the fragrance of
the All-Merciful when He came with manifest sovereignty.

The servant who was present came before Us and presented
what was in thy letter. Thereupon the ocean of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness surged, and He revealed for thee that which
shall bring solace to all eyes. Take hold of the Book of God
with the power that proceedeth from Him. He shall assist thee
in every world among the worlds of thy Lord. To this testifieth
He Who proclaimeth in every matter that there is none other
God but Him, the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.

When the fragrance of Revelation was wafted abroad and the
breezes of God wafted forth at the dawn of His Promised Day,
the people rose up in opposition, save those whom God willed -
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thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. Among them were those who
followed the divines of the age who violated God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and pronounced judgment against Him
with such tyranny as caused those in the unseen realm and
in the visible world to cry out. Give thanks unto God for
having revealed unto thee that which nothing on earth can
equal. Verily thy Lord is the Almighty, the Most Kind, the
All-Forgiving.

Say: Glorified art Thou, O Thou through Whose Name all
things were attracted and through Whose love the hearts of
them that dwell in the kingdom of names were consumed! I
beseech Thee by the tears of them that are nigh unto Thee
in their separation from Thee, and by the sighs of the sincere
ones in Thy days, and by the ocean of Thy knowledge and the
heaven of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy grace, to make me
detached from all else save Thee, holding fast unto the cord of
Thy loving providence, steadfast in Thy remembrance and in
the service of Thy Cause in such wise that the hosts of denial
shall not prevent me from turning unto Thee and clinging to
the hem of the robe of Thy generosity.

O Lord! T am he who hath turned toward Thy horizon and set
his face unto the lights of Thy countenance. I beseech Thee
not to disappoint me of that which Thy Most Exalted Pen
hath ordained for Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones. O
Lord! Kindle me with the fire of Thy love in such wise that
all the seas of the earth shall not quench it. Then make me
so steadfast that neither the ascendancy of the nations nor the
hosts of the world shall deter me. Thou art He through Whose
Name the Resurrection came to pass and the Hour was made
manifest. Nothing whatsoever can frustrate Thee, nor can the
clamor of the enemies prevent Thee. Thou doest what Thou
willest by Thy sovereignty and ordainest what Thou pleasest
through Thy power and might.

Thou knowest and seest my turning unto Thee, my humility,
my submissiveness, my poverty, my need, my powerlessness
and my lowliness, and Thou hearest my sighing, my crying,
my appeal and my lamentation. I beseech Thee by the power
of Thy Most Exalted Pen and its crackling in the kingdom
of creation to send down upon me from the heaven of Thy
bounty that which will draw me nigh unto Thee and profit me
in the world to come and in this one, through Thy bounty and

mercy. Thou knowest what I possess and I know not what
Thou possessest. Verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed.

Furthermore I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of
existence and the Sovereign of the seen and the unseen, to
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make me in all conditions hold fast unto Thy Will, content
with Thy good-pleasure, and speaking Thy praise. Verily Thou
art the Almighty Whom they that are in the heavens and on
earth cannot weaken. Thou art, in truth, the Strong, the All-
Conquering, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Ismi

Regarding what was written about the land of Kha, it was sub-
mitted to the Most Holy Presence. This is what was revealed
in reply:

Alif, Ha. Praise be to God that through the grace of the All-
Merciful thou hast been adorned with the ornament of recog-
nition and hast quaffed from the choice wine of utterance in
the days of God. On a day that was mentioned and recorded
in all the divine Books, Tablets and Scriptures, thou didst at-
tain unto His recognition, at a time when most of the divines,
mystics and men of learning remained veiled from recognizing
Him. Night and day they busied themselves with countless
proofs and clear expressions to establish His truth, power and
sovereignty, yet on the Day of His Manifestation they remained
veiled from the very Object of their proofs. Not every soul is
worthy of this living water.

All the Afnan must at all times be mindful of and thankful
to the All-Merciful Lord, for they have attained unto a great
bounty. Although its true station is not evident now, God
will assuredly make it manifest in truth - a promise from His
presence. He is verily the Rememberer, the Informer, the All-
Knowing.

O My Afnan! Ask thy Lord, the All-Merciful, to aid all to
turn towards Him and arise to serve Him. He is verily the All-
Bountiful, the Mighty, the Most Exalted. Thy efforts in the
Cause of God have not been and will not be forgotten. What-
ever thou hast done is acceptable. The Afnan who are here
have mentioned and continue to mention thy services to God’s
Cause. He will assist thee in His service even as He assisted
thee to believe in Him. By My life! Thou hast attained unto
the Kawthar and Salsabil from God, the Mighty, the Beauti-
ful. Preserve what thou hast been given by God. Soon what
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We have concealed today will be revealed. He is verily the
Powerful, the Mighty.

Thou hast been and will continue to be watchful over God’s
Cause in all conditions. By the life of thy Beloved! That in
which the servants glory and of which the people of the lands
are proud shall perish, but that which is attributed to thy Lord,
the Mighty, the All-Wise, shall endure.

Regarding what was written about S, it was submitted. Ac-
cording to His command: Deal with him with patience. He
rises at one time and falls at another. Thus doth the Lord of
all being inform you from the precincts of His remote prison.
But God may make him steadfast in His Straight Cause and
guide him to the right path.

O My Name! Write to the Afnan that ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar hath
ascended unto God and that he speaketh from the Supreme
Horizon, saying: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of the worlds!”
Blessed is the soul that remembereth him and remembereth
what the All-Merciful hath revealed for him in a mighty Book.
God willing, the Afnan of the Tree should attend to his affairs
to the extent possible. This is Our command unto them. He
is verily the Commander, the All-Wise.

As for what was written about Jinab-i-Amin and Jinab-i-Aqa
Mirza Abu’l-Hasan - upon them be 96 [Baha'u’llah] - it was
submitted. They stated that Abu’l-Hasan himself had also ex-
pressed this matter to the servant. In any case, permission for
trade was given to them from before. Let them act in whatever
way the Afnan deem advisable. According to His command,
send one hundred tumans from the funds of the land of Kha
to the land of Sad to Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Isma’il, and write to
them that this sum has been sent as a gift from one of the
friends to serve the two honored descendants of the Twin Lu-
minous Lights, and they have requested this servant to deliver
it, hence it is being sent. The trouble of delivering it rests with
your honor. And according to His command, fifty tumans from
that sum should be delivered to the son of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali-i-Qa’ini - upon him be 96 [Baha'u’llah] - and
thirty tumans should be delivered to the mother of Jinab-i-
Sulayman Khan in the land of Ta. A portion has also been
designated for the poor of this land, as some are in utmost
hardship. Therefore, whatever remains of that sum should be
sent to the Land of Purpose.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.

He is the Answerer VY RN

> O My Name! The letter from Husayn, upon him be the Glory
of God, which he wrote to you was presented by this servant.
God willing, may he ever dwell secure and at rest beneath the
shade of divine favor. Verily He ordains for whomsoever He
wishes whatsoever He wishes. He is indeed the Mighty, the
Powerful. Some time ago a most holy, most exalted Tablet
was revealed and sent especially for him. The gaze of favor has
been and God willing shall continue to be directed towards
him. We have commanded and continue to command all the
friends to unity and harmony, yet still the fragrance of this
most exalted station has not been detected. We beseech God
to assist a company of souls to arise for this greatest of services.

Mention was made of Mulla Muhammad-Rida. As requested,
a Tablet was revealed especially for him and sent. God willing,
they will deliver it to him that he may drink from the living wa-
ters concealed in the utterance of the All-Merciful, turn wholly
to the most exalted horizon, and arise to aid the Cause with
wisdom and eloquence. Those souls in the land of Kaf who are
gazing toward the horizon of the Cause are all remembered in
the presence of the Wronged One. God willing, may they all
manifest the most great steadfastness in such wise that neither
human conditions deter them nor the allusions of those who
have denied God, the Lord of all worlds, cause them to slip.

We previously announced the appearance of the cawers in the
cities and regions. God willing, they must preserve the pearls
of divine love in His name and keep them hidden from treach-
erous eyes. O Husayn! Remind them on My behalf, then
send them this clear Book. Say: Should anyone come to you
with the book of hell, know that he is of Satan’s hosts and is
the cawer promised in My clear Book. Cast behind you the
tablets of fire, turning to God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
God willing, most holy, most exalted verses shall continue to
be revealed and sent especially for the friends. He is indeed
the All-Bountiful, the Generous. Praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds.

O My Name! Give him the glad tidings of My mercy, My grace
and My favor. We mentioned him before and sent him that
from which wafted the fragrance of My favor that has preceded
all worlds. Praise be to God, they were assisted in transcribing
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the divine verses. Blessed is the pen that moved, the ink that
flowed, and the tablet that bore His mighty, exalted remem-
brance. This servant mentions him before the Wronged One
and visits the Desired One on behalf of himself and of him who
was named Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God.

i O Mihdi! We address you at one time, and at another time

him whose letter was read before the Throne. Verily your Lord
does what He wishes and ordains what He desires. Mention was
made in that letter of two of the loved ones of God. We send
Our greetings to them both from this most exalted station and
counsel them to show forth the most great steadfastness in the
Cause of God, the Lord of the Throne and earth. Thus has
the Tongue of Grandeur spoken in this luminous station.

And We make mention at the end of the letter of the letter Mim
and Nun before Shin, and We send Our greetings to him and
make mention of him in such wise that his remembrance shall
endure in the lands, that he may thank his Lord, the Forgiving,
the Merciful. The Glory be upon the people of Glory from the
Glory.

And likewise mention was made that he attained the presence
of the two brilliant lights, the King of Martyrs and his brother.
Blessed is he, again blessed is he and those who have intended
that destination. By the life of God! We detect from the
dust of that spot the fragrance of Paradise - He with Whom is
the decisive Word bears witness to this. We send Our prayers
upon those who have turned to them both, visited their resting-
places, and uttered that which the All-Merciful has revealed in
the Book. He who visited the sister, upon her be My favor, My
mercy and My grace, and the Christ in Ray - it is as though
he visited Me. Thus has the Most Exalted Pen spoken from
the most exalted station. We make mention of them at this
time and say: Upon you be the Glory of God, and the Glory
of those in the most exalted Paradise, and the Light shining
from the horizon of the favor of their Lord, the Mighty, the
Bestower. Praise be to God, the Lord of the beginning and
the end.
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan et al.

In the Name of the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing bls #ouy VL'”'

Praise be to the Beloved Who is worthy and deserving, Who
hath quickened and sustained the hearts of the sincere ones
and them that are nigh unto Him with the Kawthar of divine
knowledge. These are days the like of which have never been
witnessed nor recorded in the divine Books, for the Hidden
Mystery doth, with hands of bounty, summon all who are in
creation to the Most Exalted Wine. Blessed are they who have
drunk deep of this call and who have attained with complete
certitude and assurance to the revelation of God. The Supreme
Pen hath ever called and continueth to call the loved ones to
the most exalted horizon at all times. Beseech ye God, exalted
and glorified be He, that ye may remain firm in this Cause
and not be deprived of this divine table which hath been sent
down from the heaven of grace. At all times take your portion
through the Name of the Lord of the Day of Judgment. Well
is it with him who hath recognized and turned unto Him and
hath attained unto the grace of God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting.

Thereafter, thy letter reached the Holy Land and attained unto
the Most Great Vista. Concerning what thou didst mention
regarding the divine Tablets, that it appeareth therefrom that
victory belongeth to the enemies - the intent is other than what
thou hast mentioned. Should the loved ones act in accordance
with the divine wisdom that hath been revealed in the Tablets,
no one would ever prevail against them. Thus hath it been sent
down from the Pen of Command, did ye but know it. Praise
be to the Beloved of the world that thou hast attained unto
His love and thy mention hath flowed from the Supreme Pen.
He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

You have mentioned taking a further wife while already mar-
ried to two. God’s commandment on this matter is what has
already in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, been revealed by the command
of Him Who is the Lord of all Names, from His Exalted King-
dom. Cling ye unto whatsoever hath been revealed therein of
the laws of God, the Mighty, the Self Subsisting. Whosoever
performs this in this day will attain to peace, prosperity, and
steadfastness in this world, and to the most exalted Paradise in
the next. Blessed are those who act accordingly and happy is
the soul who performs that which will bring comfort to himself
and to his partner. Verily, your Lord the compassionate has
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ordained for you that which will profit you both in this world
and in the next. He verily is the All-Knowing the Omniscient.

O Supreme Pen! Make mention of the loved ones in that land
who have cast aside all else but Me and hearkened unto My
call and turned unto My face and drunk the choice wine of
My revelation and directed their hearts to the horizon of My
beauty and held fast to the hem of My bounty and clung to the
cord of My favors and soared in the atmosphere of My love and
were honored by My commandments and were stirred by the
breezes of My days and caught the fragrance of My garment
and arose to serve Me and to aid My Cause and spoke My
praise and held fast to the wisdom that was sent down from
the heaven of My command in the kingdom of My will. Blessed
are ye, O loved ones of God! Know ye the value of this mention
that hath flowed from the Supreme Pen on this wondrous and
glorious Day. By My life! This is a mention that cannot be
equalled by what ye have reckoned or what any reckoner may
reckon. Rejoice ye therein and place your trust in God, the
Mighty, the Wise. Beware lest what is with the people prevent
you. Drink ye the wine of steadfastness with the hands of
the bounty of your Lord at all times. Should anyone turn
with the eye of innate vision toward My most exalted horizon,
by God! neither the happenings of creation nor the might of
them that have drunk the Zagqqum of vainglory from the cups
of heedlessness and passion shall prevent him. They are indeed
among the abased ones.

We then make mention of those women who were stirred by
the Word of God, and We make mention of their names before
the Throne every year, nay every month, nay every hour, nay
every moment. He is with them and heareth their cry and
seeth what they do in the path of God, the Most High, the
Most Great. O people of the letter Kha! By God! The Tongue
of Eternity speaketh your mention from this Most Glorious
Horizon. Rejoice ye in this joy around which circleth the joy of
all in creation. Your Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed,
beareth witness unto this. All glory be upon you from God,
the Lord of all the worlds.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Lord of majesty and glory.

Praise be unto God, Who hath raised aloft the standard of
divine knowledge upon the summit of learning and utterance,
and hath adorned it with the embroidery of wisdom and exposi-
tion. He it is Who taught the Pen the mysteries of pre-eternity,
and, through the power of His Most Great Name, brought forth
within the world that which had been hidden. He it is Who
drew forth the essence of meanings from the human temple,
and made the spiritual mystery to shine resplendent in the
corporeal realm.

To Him belong majesty and glory, might and perpetuity, do-
minion and beauty. He willed, and forthwith He commanded;
He desired, and lo, He revealed; He stood forth in the midmost
heart of all things, and subdued them; He unveiled Himself,
and was made manifest. Verily, He is the Holder of the reins
of destiny.

And may blessings and peace rest upon the repositories of reve-
lation and inspiration, the spiritual intermediaries among men,
through whom the banners of knowledge and wisdom were up-
raised upon the loftiest heights, and toward whose City every
soul endowed with capacity turned in quest of the knowledge
of his Lord, the Almighty, the All-Knowing; and upon such
as have been illumined by their lights and have followed their
traces — an enduring, everlasting, ancient salutation.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O Thou Who hast brought
creation into being, O King of the unseen and the seen! Should
I seek to describe Thee as Thou art, in Thine exalted greatness
and Thy glory, Thy might and Thine eternal being, I find my
tongue dull and powerless in making mention of Thee, and my
speech utterly incapable of praising Thee. Yet, if I keep silence
concerning the sweet accents of Thy remembrance, my thirst
would never be quenched, nor would the burning of my heart
abate, nor the trembling of my limbs — enkindled as they are
by the fire of longing and yearning for the subtle tokens of the
remembrance of Thy oneness and Thy majesty. Amazement
hath seized me, and the knowers are bewildered; they that
love Thee have wandered in the wilderness of their passion
and yearning.

Thou, by the sovereignty of Thy loving care and the kingship of
Thy tender mercy, dost accept from Thy servants their mention
of Thee amidst the wondrous tokens of Thy power, and their

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

LSy el wle s il e

M %\c do OB a8y ol b
Jo s 0Ly a5 55 0y
sl b QUG bty )l L)
Slabl s bl gl V.E.&‘}(\ a 552

RIS Gloms 1N 5ty LAY KA1 e
Glewd|

solacdly +lly 5,udly ol SNy dakidl 4
d;_)j@:é Lk.w} j.@Jab ;Lijw ‘/-b J\)\w :-LKJ\}
o4 @l e ) glas

Ly piNly g Bl e 1ty Jo
IS i) o el pUYI gy 3l
detn K amg y o3V ol Jo 3K
Al des o Al 4y OB s s U
Gl Lo 2Bl 1adly )l 15 i

s 1

ol Olaby 5l dege b ol Sl
o e Sl b e il O sl ) syl
du 6)‘ ;LE.:J\) S‘fj\ B ;Lﬁ\_} LL:;J\
Jp 2l Gl Gl 453 .0 K
ke S Y VIS dly e Sl
3 G sl Sl s B ol
iy Srisl pu8 K3 il LA,

o dw el ey lale Olaly S
S ﬁ;fv &y 8 é\u\f 3 r.aﬁ ﬂ;L&
Seon Wbl

23



11

Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BH01675

thanksgiving, encompassed as they are by the plenitude of Thy
bounties.

I beseech Thee, O Lord of mankind, O Master of the Day of
Reckoning, O Manifestation of the secrets of destiny, to confirm
Thy loved ones in Thy remembrance and Thy praise, and in
the exaltation of the standards of Thy glory throughout the
kingdoms of Thy creation. Guard them, O my Hope, from
the mischief of such as have been heedless of Thee and have
failed to apprehend the outpourings of Thy days; and ordain
for them, through Thy grace and Thy loving providence, in
every one of Thy worlds, every good Thou hast sent down
in Thy Book, and every promise Thou hast recorded for Thy
chosen ones in Thy Scriptures and Thy Tablets.

Verily, Thou art He Who is potent to do what He willeth.
Thou bestowest upon whomsoever Thou pleasest whatsoever
Thou desirest. There is no God but Thee, the Bountiful, the
Munificent, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Peerless.

O spiritual Friend! Thy letter hath reached this servant, and
the degrees of love and stations of affection which had lain
hidden and concealed in the inmost heart of the words became
clear and manifest. It sowed in the soil of the heart the seeds
of joy and gladness, and bestowed upon the soul the utmost
happiness and cheer.

We cherish the hope that at all times thou mayest abide in
peace and repose beneath the shade of the protection and
guardianship of the All-Knowing King, and that thou mayest
be invested with the robe of His grace and loving kindness, and
be nourished from the Tasnim of His favour and His bounty.

Jinab-i Mirza ‘Ayn Mim, upon him be the glory of God,
through the confirmations of the All-Merciful, hath attained
unto the shore of reunion, and hath quaffed from the Salsabil
of grace. Blessed is he and all who have drawn nigh and
attained! We supplicate the Lord — exalted be His glory and
magnified His grace — that He will not suffer receptive souls
to be debarred from nearness to the spiritual City, nor hearts
endowed with capacity to be deprived of the rays of the Sun
of Reality. He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful; His
grace hath encompassed the world, and His loving care hath
embraced all nations.

In truth, whatsoever falling short hath appeared, or shall ap-
pear, in the degrees of knowledge and the stations of wisdom,
cometh from the paucity of men’s capacity and the failure of
the people of the world to exert true endeavour. Otherwise,
His grace is boundless, and His loving-kindness without limit.
Excellent is that word which hath been uttered: “All that is
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amiss proceedeth from the stature of the wearer; otherwise the
robe of Thy bounty was never ill cut for any soul.”

Beseech ye God to vouchsafe unto all that which is best for the
beginning and the end, and to allot unto every one a portion
of that Table wherewith He hath nourished His loved ones,
that all may gather round the carpet of detachment, and with
perfect unity and concord be engaged in the remembrance of
the Lord of the Day of Resurrection.

Convey, on behalf of this servant, wondrous and exalted greet-
ings to all who are related to thee and to all the friends of God,
and remember them in terms of glorification.

5 The Spirit, and magnification, and the glory rest upon thee

and upon those who are with thee.
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He is God, blessed and exalted be His glory.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God, Thou Master of mankind,
Sovereign of destiny, and Revealer of the hidden Mystery! The
knowing ones stand bewildered before the manifestations of
Thy dominion and Thy power, and the thoughtful are amazed
by the effulgences of Thy might and Thy grandeur. Whenso-
ever I reflect upon that which Thou hast made manifest in the
realm of existence from the tokens of Thy sovereignty, and be-
hold the powerlessness of Thy servants to praise Thee and the
inadequacy of Thy creatures to render befitting thanksgiving
and gratitude unto Thee, I am filled with wonder and exclaim:
Glorified art Thou, O Thou Whose reign shall never pass away!

Thou hast created man and commanded him to bear the trust
of Thy love — that trust which the heavens and the earth and
the mountains were unable to bear. O my God, how can the
weak and powerless one bear it save through Thy strength and
Thy power? I beseech Thee to confirm those in whom Thou
hast created the capacity for acceptance, that they may bear
this Most Great Trust, O Sovereign of all mankind, O Ruler
of this world and the next! Grant them success, O my God,
to turn toward the Dayspring of the Sun of Thy unity and the
Dawning-Place of the Light of Thy oneness. Thou knowest
that the weak can accomplish naught save through the succor
of the hands of Thy power, and the powerless can achieve no
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purpose save through the confirmations of the Sultan of Thy
might.

Deliver, O Lord of all men and Ruler in the beginning and
the end, Thy servants from the chains of self and passion, of
heedlessness and blindness, and guide them to the path of Thy
knowledge through the refinements of Thy grace and Thy prov-
idence. Confirm, O my God, Thy loved ones in raising the
banners of utterance at the center of existence, and in guiding
Thy servants through the decisive verses which Thou hast sent
down in Thy Tablets, O Sovereign of creation and Ruler of be-
ginning and return! Preserve them beneath the shadow of the
Tree of Thy protection and guardianship from the evils of the
wicked among Thy creatures, and send down upon them that
which will gladden them and refresh their eyes, rejoice their
hearts, and dilate their breasts. Verily, Thou art the Bounti-
ful, the Generous! No God is there but Thee, the Bestower,
the Munificent, the Compassionate, the Merciful!

5 The spiritual beloved’s epistle, eloquent of the stations of love

and the degrees of affection and unity, hath been received, and
praise be unto God that His honored servant hath entered the
City of Nearness and partaken of the Kawthar of bounty. No
greater favor is there than this — that the True One, glorified
be His glory, hath adorned the temple of relationship with the
robe of spiritual proximity and admitted the precious one to
the law of gnosis and the table of certitude. The Kingdom of
grace is in His hand, and the Realm of munificence and provi-
dence floweth from His right hand. He giveth unto whomsoever
He willeth whatsoever He desireth, and He chooseth for whom-
soever He pleaseth whatsoever He pleaseth. No God is there
but He, the Mighty, the Praised!

; The one true God beareth witness that these servants are ever

occupied with mention of the beloved ones, and we hope for
the good of this world and the next for all. May ye ever remain
preserved beneath the shadow of protection, and be sustained
from the Salsab 1 of grace, and dwell in the paradise of nearness
and reunion. Concerning the hardship and distress that had
been mentioned, the True One, glorified be His glory, hath
declared both before and after: ‘Verily, with hardship cometh
ease.’

We supplicate the Exalted One that He may provide the means
of comfort for His loved ones, and through sheer grace and prov-
idence adorn them with joy and spiritual delight and tranquil-
lity. Be ye not sorrowful in any wise! The True One, glorified
be His glory, from the beginning that hath no beginning hath
been known by the Most Great Name, and unto the end that
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hath no end He is characterized as the Compassionate and Mer-
ciful. ‘Despair ye not of the mercy of God. In all conditions
be ye adorned with the ornament of resignation, and cleave ye
unto the cord of patience. Well hath it been said: Patience
and victory are both ancient friends — following upon patience
cometh the turn of triumph.

Remember ye the revered and honored mother with wondrous
remembrances and refined glorifications, and likewise the sis-
ters. The Spirit and Glory rest upon you and upon those who
have remained steadfast in the Cause and have not broken the
Covenant in the Day of Meeting.
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To: Baha’is in "Urumiyyih

O people of the Ocean of Oneness in Urumiyyih! Hearken unto
the call of the Lord of all creation, a call that hath been raised
in this wilderness which God hath made the seat of His mighty
Throne. This is the desert wherein the cry of the Prophets
and Messengers hath been uplifted, wherein the Spirit, with
a company of angels, hath circled round and borne witness to
that which shone forth from the horizon of the Hijaz — yet the
people, for the most part, are among the heedless.

This is a station which God hath ordained as the place of
circumambulation for His chosen ones on earth, and the out-
look of the Supreme Concourse and the angels nigh unto God.
Blessed is the soul that hath arisen to serve God and His Cause,
that hath spoken that which My Most Exalted Pen hath spo-
ken, and borne witness unto that whereunto the Tongue of
God, the All-Subduing, the Most High, the Most Great, hath

borne witness.

O beloved of the All-Merciful in that land! Rejoice that the
Wronged One maketh mention of you, even while He seeth
Himself in the hands of the heedless. How many a day have
I borne trials in the path of God, the Lord of all the worlds!
How many a night have I been delivered into the hands of Mine
enemies by reason of that which the hands of the idolaters
have wrought! By the life of God! In all circumstances I have
summoned all unto the Most Exalted Horizon, and have cast

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A5 Vgl O a0y 3 Bam VI AL Jal L
o )% ods b iyl o) 290 s
A8 b i) T odn Ll 42 e e &
o de ) Ol ady s
553 A B e G U sy S

) e V.ajf\ ol

G2V G €U Oollae i) dor plis Vs
i) 3 s e A ST 5 eV U i
L&dbu&m}o/\ja&‘%d’&@u
) (5l A1 0L 43 g ady LY

S50 ke 0 Al G e )l Tl L s
o f BB sl Gy ek s 31 pgllal)
AW Oy Bl e 3 L) 4 e gy
i TV o oS W e 5
s AV K Gl add 55 2L ol
o ol bl eV 31l S

FEPET NN

27



Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BH01709

upon them that which I was commanded from the presence of
One all-powerful, almighty.

Thus have We recounted these things unto you, that the af-
fairs of the world and what it containeth of tribulation and
distress may not grieve you. Verily, He is the Counsellor, the
All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

5 In every state hold fast unto wisdom, and cling unto that where-

unto ye have been bidden in the Book from the presence of your
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Wise. We have heard your call and
beheld your turning. We have made mention of you in this
Book, which announceth unto you the Ocean of the loving-
kindness of your Lord, the Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Be ye united in the Cause of God; thereby will the Cause
be exalted and the standard of remembrance be raised upon
every lofty height. Shun whatsoever ye have been forbidden
in the Book. Fear God, and be not as those who have cast
the ordinances of God behind their backs and followed every
doubting, heedless soul.

Hold fast unto the cord of trustworthiness and truthfulness,
and unto whatsoever will manifest the sanctity of His holy, His
exalted, His inaccessible Cause. We have, in very truth, forbid-
den rancour and hatred and whatsoever breedeth corruption
in the land of God, and have enjoined upon all that which re-
vealeth the radiant countenance of the Cause and guideth all
unto His straight Path.

Blessed is the one who speaketh in the Cause of God, who
beareth himself towards the people with forbearance, and con-
sorteth with them in a spirit of joy and fragrance. Thus hath
God commanded you in His mighty Book.

Ye are they who have turned unto the Most Exalted Horizon,
have received the goblet of the Bayan from the hands of the
loving-kindness of your Lord, the Bestower, the Mighty, the
All-Praised, have hearkened unto the Most Sweet Call and an-
swered it whilst the people, for the most part, were sunk in
slumber.

Know ye, then, your stations before your Lord; thereafter
guard them in His Name, the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.
Beseech ye God to vouchsafe unto you the Kawthar of stead-
fastness in this Cause — a Cause at which the feet of the know-
ing have faltered, inasmuch as they followed their idle fancies
and cast away that which the All-Merciful hath sent down in
His perspicuous Tablet.

Be ye not grieved at what ye have seen and heard in God, your
Fashioner. Erelong will God, in His dominion, bring to light
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whatsoever He willeth and desireth; verily, He is powerful to
do what He willeth by His irrevocable, His all-wise command.

2 Your names have been mentioned before the Throne, and for

each one of you there hath been inscribed in the Tablet that
which no effacement shall ever follow. Thus doth the Guarded
Tablet from His presence bring you glad-tidings.

The glory of God rest upon you and upon such as love you and
hearken from your lips unto the fair remembrance of God.

And We make mention of My handmaidens in that land — those
who have cast away idle fancies and turned unto the Dawning-
Place of certitude.

Rejoice, O My handmaidens, in My remembrance and in that
which My Most Exalted Pen hath decreed for you in a Book
which none but the All-Informed can comprehend. The glory
of God be upon you and upon such as have followed the Cause
of God, the Lord of all the worlds.
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I am the Hearer and I am the Answerer.

O Jamal! Upon thee be My glory and upon those who love thee
and make mention of thee for My sake and praise thee accord-
ing to what hath been revealed from the Pen of My Command
upon the Tablet of My bounty. Thou wert present before the
Face [...] before the Throne and the Light was shining from
the horizon [...] Be as thou hast been. Give thanks unto thy
Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Let not the doings of
the heedless ones and the allusions of the opposers grieve thee.

Say: O concourse of princes! By God, We have not come to
create disorder in the land but rather to reform it. To this
beareth witness the Lord of the Kingdom of Names. Fear ye
God and be not of the wrongdoers. God hath forbidden in
this Revelation whatsoever causeth grief to hearts - how much
more the shedding of blood and that which beseemeth not
the station of man. To this testifieth that which hath been
sent down from the Most Exalted Pen and beyond it He Who
speaketh in this glorious and wondrous station.
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Blessed art thou and happy art thou for having traveled
through the lands to exalt My Word, and there befell thee in
My path that which caused every fair-minded and discerning
one to weep. We were with thee when thou wert speaking
in the cities and domains of God, purely for His resplendent
Face. Rejoice in My remembrance in these days wherein the
idolaters have risen against Us without any clear proof from
God, the Lord of the worlds.

Say: O concourse of divines! Fear ye God and be not of the
transgressors. Behold ye and remember what hath proceeded
from you and from your like against Muhammad the Apostle
of God, and before Him the Son of Mary, and before Him He
Who conversed with Me on the Mount of Knowledge - there is
no God but Me, the Manifest, the Speaking, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

O Jamal! The glances of God’s loving-kindness - exalted be
His glory - have been and are directed towards thee. In all
conditions observe wisdom and hold fast unto wisdom. In the
blessed Tablets that which is revealed is contingent upon wis-
dom and limited by time. For instance, it is revealed: Say: O
people of the world! The purpose is proclamation, not action
thereon in these days, for the transgressors and oppressors are
witnessed to be in the utmost pride and heedlessness. They
have no ears. Beseech God that He deprive not His servants
and withhold them not from the ocean of His bounty in the
days of His manifestation.

Under all conditions must [...] qualities emanate from man.
The trustees are dawning-places of names and attributes |...]
Whosoever hath been heedless of this station hath wronged
himself. To this beareth witness thy Beloved and thy Goal
and the Goal of all who are in the heavens and the earth. Be
thou confident in the grace and bounty of God. If there be
delay in sending Tablets, there is no harm, for bounty is of
such a degree that no matter can veil it. Verily thy Lord is the
Forgiving, the Bountiful.

The Glory, manifest and resplendent, shining from the horizon
of My Kingdom, be upon thee and upon those who love thee
for My sake and make mention of thee for My glorious and
wondrous Name. Remember thy family on My behalf and give
them the glad-tidings of what hath been revealed for thee in
this glorious Tablet. Praise be to God, all are remembered
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and have attained unto God’s bounty and are and have been
beneath the glances of mercy in all conditions.

Convey remembrance to her from God. The first command
is belief in God and the last is submission unto Him. What-
ever hath befallen you, its grief hath penetrated even unto the
prison. However, whatsoever occurreth is assuredly according
to the requirements of consummate wisdom. We beseech God
to bestow the good of this world and the next, that her eye may
be solaced, her heart gladdened and her soul find rest. Verily
He is powerful over all things and worthy to answer. The joy
[...] returneth unto God. By the life of God, [...] cannot be
equaled by this wise remembrance. Give thanks unto thy Lord,
the Ancient Revealer. Glory be upon her and upon those with
her and upon every maidservant who hath believed in the Lord
of the worlds.
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Praise be unto God, Who hath ever been sanctified above what-
soever hath been and whatsoever shall be; exalted beyond all
that hath been said and shall be said; immeasurably lofty
above all that hath been mentioned or shall be mentioned —
by me or by any other. Glory be to Him Who hath made
the Pen the expounder of His will throughout the realm of be-
ing, and hath taught it the mysteries of utterance. Verily, He
is the Champion by Whose revelation the banners were cast
down and the idols overthrown, and mankind turned toward
the horizon of the Revelation of God, the Lord of all the worlds.

Glory, shining forth from the horizon of knowledge, be upon
those peoples who have attained unto the knowledge of God,
turned unto Him, spoken His praise, and arisen to serve His
Cause, in such wise that no tyrant hath withheld them and no
heedless one hath hindered them. These are the servants whom
the Faithful One, in His justice, hath described as His loved
ones — souls whose station no tongue can worthily portray.

I testify that there is none other God but Him. From ever-
lasting He hath been and shall be; He commandeth and shall
command; He acteth and shall act. Who is there that can
prevent Him from accomplishing His purpose? He speaketh
even as He spoke in the presence of enemies, at the time when
the heedless and doubting gathered against Him with leveled
spears and drawn swords. Verily, He is He Whom neither all
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created things can exhaust nor all contingent beings can con-
found. There is none other God but Him, the All-Powerful,
the Omnipotent.

And now: the servant hath received that which ye sent, and
hath inhaled therefrom the fragrance of the praise of my
Beloved and your Beloved — the Beloved of all who are in the
heavens and on the earth.

Arise — God helping thee — to the horizon of His favour. The
handwriting you have sent in these days was a tender and
gracious breath. I read it and hearkened, and from it I breathed
the fragrance of the singular love of the Cause. One writing
bore the blessed name of a, xamud — upon him be the Most
Glorious — and another was inscribed in the name of Ahmad.
Each was presented before the Countenance again and again.
He said: “We have perceived in his words the scent of sincerity.
Woe unto the wronged one! Yet he shall, by the wondrous
grace of his Lord, behold amazing deeds.” Praise be to God
— the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious, the Most Holy, the
Most Great! God willing, their branches shall appear and shall
prevail; the command is wholly His; verily, He is Witness over
all things.

God — One, the Knowing, the Witness — beareth testimony
that my tongue is far too feeble to recount the words of the
Cause which were spoken — words whereof the Pen itself is
powerless to make mention. God willing, be ye ever occupied
in the remembrance of God, and arise to praise Him.

Recall ye those days when from the Blessed Tongue a single
word was uttered, and hearts were awakened. This is, in truth,
the Cause of God — how lofty are the stations it revealeth!
Happy are they that know.

s After the presentation of that supplication, a Tablet was sent
down from the heaven of Will. Blessed are they that attain
unto it. As to the marginal notes: they were especially pre-
sented before the Countenance. What you did beforehand has
been acknowledged and brought to fulfilment.

Convey greetings from this lowly servant to the friends of that
land. God willing, be ye all, in perfect love and tenderness
and compassion, intent upon the good-pleasure of the Most
Exalted Springtime of God, that ye may become of those who
testify and are adorned with radiance.

Blessed are they, and blessed is every one who hath attained
unto the knowledge of the Beginning and the End.
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Glory be upon you, and upon all who have turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon in this wondrous Day.
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In the Name of our Lord, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

My God, my God! Thou seest mine eyes fixed upon the horizon
of Thy grace and the hands of this poor one raised to the
heaven of Thy bounty. Whenever I contemplate Thy justice,
O my God, my limbs tremble, my heart is agitated, my joints
quiver, my sighs ascend and my tears fall. Yet whenever I
contemplate Thy grace and Thy dealings with Thy loved ones,
my spirit soars, my heart is assured and my soul finds rest.
By Thy glory, O God of Names and Creator of heaven! My
heart has melted from shame and my being is aflame with the
fire of my sorrow. In my days I have done that which Thou
didst forbid in Thy Books and through the tongues of Thy
Messengers. I confess, O my God, to having wronged my soul.
I have forsaken what was meet and proper and have committed
that which hath caused the dwellers of the cities of Thy justice
to lament.

My God, my God! My transgressions have prevented me from
turning to the lights of the Orb of Thy grace, and my trespasses
have come between me and the revelations of Thy names and
attributes. O Lord! Thou seest the sinner yearning for the
ocean of Thy forgiveness, and him that is far removed longing
for the court of Thy nearness. I beseech Thee by the waves of
the ocean of Thy bounty and the effulgences of the Day-Star
of Thy bestowal, and by Thy Prophets and Messengers whom
Thou hast made the lamps of guidance among Thy creatures
and the dawning-places of piety amidst Thy creation, to aid
me in Thy remembrance and praise and in that which Thou
hast commanded in Thy Book. I am Thy servant and the son
of Thy servant. I have turned to Thee, detached from all else
but Thee, acknowledging Thy unity and Thy singleness, and
assured of Thy grandeur and Thy sovereignty, Thy might and
Thy power.

Alas, alas! My heedlessness hath destroyed me and my dis-
obedience hath weakened me. I know not, O my Purpose and
my Adored One, with what countenance to turn toward Thee,
with what heart to approach Thy most exalted horizon and
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supreme height, and with what tongue to offer excuses before
the manifestations of Thy justice, O Lord of all being! My sin
hath kept me back from drawing nigh unto Thee, and my deeds
have intervened between me and Thy bounty and generosity.
I have done what Thou didst forbid and have neglected what
Thou didst command. Therefore, alas, alas! I am he who cast
aside the ordinances of Thy Book and took the book of my
own self, and committed that which hath deprived me of the
pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and barred me from the
sweet waters of Thy mercy and Thy bounty.

Behold, O my God, my evil plight, my agitation and my con-
fusion! My God, my God! My hope is in Thy grace and my
desire is Thy generosity. The ocean of rebellion hath turned
toward the ocean of Thy forgiveness, and the mountain of er-
ror toward the heaven of Thy bounty. Should Thou cast me
far, who will draw me nigh, and should Thou deny me, who
will call me unto Thee? By Thy power, O King of the visible
and invisible realms, and Sovereign of grandeur and might! I
find for myself no helper save Thee, no protector besides Thee,
and no one merciful other than Thee. The fire of heedlessness
and passion hath consumed me - where is the water of Thy
mercy, O Purpose of them that have recognized Thee? The
hosts of idle fancies and vain imaginings have removed me far
from Thee - where is the light of Thy nearness, O God of the
heavens and the earth? The thirst of disobedience hath de-
stroyed me - where is the ocean of Thy forgiveness, O Thou
in Whose remembrance the hearts of them that are nigh unto
Thee delight?

I beseech Thee, O God of earth and heaven, by the Ark that
hath sailed at Thy bidding, and by Him through Whom the
sweet savors of Thy Revelation were wafted and the celestial
spheres of Thy heaven were honored by His advent, and by
them through whom Thy traces were spread abroad, Thy stan-
dards were raised up, Thy commandments and laws were re-
vealed, and the horizons of Thy realm were illumined, not to
disappoint me of that which Thou hast ordained for Thy loved
ones. O Lord! Thou seest the feeble one seeking the kingdom
of Thy utterance, him that is far removed yearning for the
precincts of Thy mercy, and the sinful one desiring the ocean
of Thy bounty and forgiveness. Thou art God, the One, the
Single, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O God! Send down Thy blessings upon Thy Messengers and
Thy chosen ones, and upon Thy loved ones who have cham-
pioned Thy Cause, raised the banners of Thy Faith and the
ordinances of Thy Book, and strove until they laid down their
lives in Thy path. Verily, Thou art powerful to do as Thou
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pleasest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Speaker, the Manifest,
the All-Knowing

We make mention of him who was named Farajullah and who
emigrated with his Lord, the Mighty, the Supreme, the Wise,
the All-Knowing. By the life of God, verily thy Lord’s grace
hath encompassed the world. Every atom beareth witness to
His generosity, as do they who circle round His mighty throne.
By the face of God, He hath come with a mercy that hath
preceded all created things. To this all things bear witness,
yet most people are heedless. And by the Word of God, His
bounty hath encompassed existence itself. The tongue of the
Adored One hath testified to this as He was established upon
the throne and spoke: “There is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the All-Praised.” And the Beauty of the Beloved - His
loving-kindness hath encompassed all who are in the heavens
and on earth. To this bear witness all trees and leaves, and be-
yond them the mountains and the seas, yet the people remain
behind a mighty veil.

We have mentioned him whose name We have recalled, who
turned to God, and We have immortalized his remembrance
in Our perspicuous Tablet. We now make mention of what
was presented before the Throne when his residence was in
this Prison, which is circled by the Concourse on High and
the near-stationed angels. We were seated upon the carpet
when the servant in attendance appeared and mentioned that
which had saddened his Lord, the Speaker, the All-Informed.
O Farajullah! Hearken unto the call from this exalted Prison:
“There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Inaccessi-
ble” Let not what hath befallen thy handmaiden sadden thee,
for she hath ascended unto God, the Lord of all worlds. Rather
rejoice that she turned toward God when she departed from
the Land of Bounty, advancing toward the Land of Mystery -
that place wherein the Herald proclaimed: “The Kingdom be-
longeth unto God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Wondrous!”
She directed herself, hastened, entered in, attained, and heard
the call of her Lord, the Almighty, the Powerful. She was with
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her Lord in the Land of Mystery, abided beneath the shade
of His mercy, heard His call, was honored to hearken unto His
verses, and was gladdened by what she witnessed of the traces
of her Lord’s mercy, the Generous.

We make mention of her on this day and give thee these glad-
tidings that thou mayest thank thy Lord, the All-Bountiful,
the Ancient of Days. By My life! My grace hath preceded
the world and nothing in the heavens or earth can prevent it.
Thus have We mentioned her that she might attain unto the
remembrance of her Lord, and We have sent this unto thee
that thou mayest be among the thankful. Hast thou witnessed
any greater bounty than this? Nay, by the Self of Truth -
yet most people remain heedless. The call hath been raised
between earth and heaven, and the sun of grace shineth from
the horizon of generosity, yet most nations are among the lost.
Blessed is the eye that no veil of desire hath prevented and the
face that hath turned toward God, the Mighty, the Wise.

5 Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken as He walked in this
mighty Prison. And the glory rest upon him and upon all who
have preferred the love of God to all else on earth and who have
remained firm in His Cause. O Pen Most High! Make mention
of the loved ones of thy Lord who circle round the Throne
and have entered this Prison which hath been named the Most
Great Prison by God, the Mighty, the Great. We beseech God
to make you such that nothing on earth may come between us
and you. Verily your Lord, the All-Merciful, is the Answerer,
the Generous. You are there and We are in this spot, yet We
make mention of you as a bounty from Our presence, that ye
may be among the thankful. By the life of God! You are
beneath the glances of My loving-kindness and before Mine
eyes. To this My mercy and My tenderness bear witness, as
do they whom We have acquainted with this wise Cause. We
beseech God to assist you in that which will exalt your station
and God’s station, and to aid you in that which will cause your
remembrance to endure throughout the kingdom of your Lord,
the Ordainer, the Faithful. And praise be to God, the Lord of
all worlds.
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To: Ghulam-Ali son of Dhabih et al.

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

The meanings have soared for a thousand years to attain unto
the station of this Word which hath been uttered by the Tongue
of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. The Spirit
hath soared through centuries which none can reckon save God,
that it might visit this Body which walketh in the Most Exalted
Paradise that hath been named, by the Tongue of God, the

Lord of the invisible and the visible, as the Most Great Prison.

God beareth witness unto His Own Self that He hath appeared
in truth and speaketh in this Castle wherein all matters have
been confined to the mention of this Most Great Remembrance
through which the greatest joy hath appeared in the world and
every heedless and veiled one hath lamented.

3 O youth! The Lord of all beings remembereth thee and calleth
to thy mind when thou wert standing before the Presence at
the gate which was opened by the finger of divine power unto
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Thus hath the Ancient
Beauty spoken in this exalted station. Behold and remember
when thou didst hear the call of thy Lord and He conversed
with thee with tenderness and care. Thy Lord is, verily, the
Mighty, the Loving.

And We remember thy father who attained unto the ornament
of certitude and bore witness unto that which God did bear
witness and uttered that which was recorded in My Preserved
Tablet. We testify that he wavered not in this Cause and
when he heard the call from the direction of his Lord, the
Lord of Names, he said: “Here am I, here am I, O God of the
unseen and the seen!” He heard and responded and submitted
when the Command came to him from the Dayspring of the
revelation of his Lord, the Lord of existence. We adorned the
heaven of his heart with the luminary of My love, the Mighty,
the Beloved. He attained unto the most pure wine when Iraq
was My greatest horizon. He took and drank in My blessed
Name, the Mighty, the Inaccessible. Once he attained in Iraq
and again when the heedless ones drove Us from the Land of
Mystery. Thus doth the Ancient Beauty speak before the face
of the world, but most of the people understand not.

O Dhabih! Thy Lord remembereth thee in connection with
that which befell thee in this path wherein the Guide Himself
hath been guided by reason of what hath been ascribed to God,
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the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. I testify that thou didst
believe in God when He appeared in truth, and neither the
veils of learning nor the imaginings of those who disbelieved
in God, the Lord of the worlds, did hinder thee. Thou didst
cast away what was with the people and took what was with
God, thy Lord and the Lord of the mighty throne, and thou
didst turn away from the people, advancing toward My Self-
Subsisting Name, and didst abandon all things out of thy love
for the meeting with God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Thou
art he whom the howling of wolves did not frighten, nor the
barking of those who turned away from the truth, clinging to
their vain imaginings. Lo! They are in manifest loss.

O Dhabih! The Goal of the world hath turned toward thee and
remembereth thee with that which quickeneth every moulder-
ing bone. He remembereth thee and remembereth thy days
and what thou didst utter in this glorious and wondrous path.
Thou art he who took hold of the Book with the power of thy
Lord and cast the book of the evil ones into the lowest hell.
Thou art he who acknowledged that which God acknowledged
and drank the wine of steadfastness on a day wherein the limbs
of all names trembled and all who dwell in the kingdom of cre-
ation were shaken. Verily thy Lord is the All-Remembering,
the Compassionate, the Generous.

For God’s sake thou didst hear the gloating of every oppressor
and didst bear from the aggressors that which caused every just
and discerning one to weep. Blessed art thou and blessed is he
who draweth nigh unto thee and remembereth thee with that
which the Most Great Remembrance hath uttered, through
Whose name the gate of heaven was opened and the sea of
names surged and the fragrance of God, the Forgiving, the
Merciful, was wafted.

The peace which hath dawned from the horizon of the Abode
of Peace and the glory which hath shone forth and appeared
from the horizon of eternity be upon thee and upon him who
hath uttered thy remembrance and praise and hath visited thy
grave by the command of the Ordainer, the All-Informed.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

O Amin, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. Praise
be befitting unto the Desired One Who, through His perfect
power, all-encompassing will and penetrating decree, raised up
the banner of “Verily I am God” between kings and subjects,
erected the pavilion of glory in the most exalted places of the
earth, and through the power of the Pen and the influence of
the Word took possession of the realm of hearts. Unto Him be
praise and glory, unto Him be gratitude and splendor.

Thereafter the Most Great Branch writes, as the servant in
attendance had no time due to excessive writing. This is of
God’s bounty unto thee and unto him.

Tablets specifically addressed to Muhammad-‘Ali and Yusuf
Khan were sent - deliver them to Bahram-Abad. Beseech God
that He may assist all to truly turn to Him and drink from the
ocean of the utterance of the All-Merciful.

The sum that you collected was received and sent to Khadra.
Do not forget about the teacher’s cloak - if a good Na’ini cloak
can be found it would be better and more suitable.

; The Tablet for the prince was sent, but act according to the con-

sultation of Varqa, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness.

In these days special favor was shown to Aqa Siyyid
Faraj’u’llah, upon him be the glory of God - that is, manifest
verses were revealed and sent to him. Mention was made of
you and the friends of that land and the companions at the
gate of Isfahan whom you had mentioned in His presence -
this flowed from the Most Exalted Pen. Blessed art thou, O
Amin! Unceasingly hast thou mentioned the friends and loved
ones of God and sought for each that which hath no likeness.

Likewise specifically for Aqa Zaynu’l-‘Abidin in the great city
a Tablet was revealed and sent.

Aqa Hashim Aga Qadir from the land of K also sent a letter in
the name of God expressing his intention to pay the Huquq. It
was commanded that it be given to Aqa ‘Ali-Haydar who would
deliver it to you - act as previously mentioned and deliver it.
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O Amin, the glance of favor is ever directed toward [the poor].
Whatever arrives and is commanded, surely deliver it. In this
divine age some of the wealthy ones have, praise be to God,
been successful, but some have been deprived. Blessed is he
whom God has enabled to serve His Most Great Cause and His
Mighty Announcement.

Convey greetings to the loved ones of God wherever they may
be. Say: Know ye the value of these days and in this spiritual
age and divine century adorn yourselves with goodly deeds and
praiseworthy character, and arise to serve the Cause of God for
which all have been created.

We send greetings to Varga, upon him be My glory and loving-
kindness, and likewise to Abu’l-Fadl, upon him be the glory of
God. Replies to Varga’s petitions from before and after will
arrive, and We likewise make mention of the other loved ones
of that land and give them the glad-tidings of God’s favor,
exalted be His glory.

Glory be upon thee and upon those who have believed in God,
the Single, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Wherever you meet [Jinab-i-‘Ayn-Ba], upon him be the glory
of God, convey greetings and give him the glad-tidings and
assurance of God’s favor. And whatever you can deliver to
them in these days is very beloved, acceptable, praiseworthy
and rewarding. We beseech God to assist thee and him to serve
His mighty Cause.
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He is the Faithful Herald

O Land of Sad [Isfahan]! Where are they who loved God and
His chosen ones? Where are they who stood firm in His service
in all conditions? Where are they who shone forth from the
horizon of faithfulness like the sun rising from the horizon of
heaven? Where is My trust in thee - didst thou deliver him
into the hands of enemies, or did he sacrifice his spirit in the
path of God, the Lord of Names? Tell Me what the people
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did to him through whom God’s Cause was manifested among
the servants and the horizon of love dawned in all lands. Be
truthful with Me - where is the Most Great Trust? Where is
he who circled round God, the Lord of the Throne and earth?
Where is the Spirit who appeared in human temple to serve
God, the Lord of Destiny? O Land of Sad! Where is the Tree
of Love with its branches, boughs, leaves and fruits? It cries
out, saying:

“By Thy beauty, O Lord of Glory and Beloved of Ha! I cannot
mention what I witnessed from the enemies. By Thy might, I
am ashamed to present what the people did to their Lord, Mas-
ter, Helper and Strengthener. How can I speak of that which
saddens Thy heart, O Thou Desire of earth and heaven? When-
ever I intend to mention it, weeping prevents me, and Thou art
the Knower of both speech and whispered thought. By Thy
might, O my Sovereign! If Thou were to decree my extinction,
it would be dearer to me than to mention and relate before
Thee that which causes grief in days Thou madest dawning-
places of joy for Thy loved ones and daysprings of happiness
for the people of Thy realm - and this despite my certitude in
the ocean of Thy knowledge, the heaven of Thy will, the pen-
etration of Thy purpose and the encompassing nature of Thy
power. Would that I had never existed and never seen Thee
grieved, O Lord of nations and Sovereign of eternity!”

O Region of Sad! Why do I see and hear thy birds and their
song, but see not My she-camel nor hear her cry? Is she in
the garden above the earth or beneath it? O gardens of that
city! Where is the breeze of God that wafted over thee, and
where is God’s fruit within thee? Has it been cut off or has it
fallen? By God, the people are in manifest error. They have
hamstrung her after she gave them to drink the purest milk
from the breast of God’s wisdom, the Lord of all worlds.

O My Name Ha! We concealed thy station while thou wert
in this world due to the weakness of the servants. But when
thou didst ascend, We unveiled thee and revealed what thou
truly wert and what God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, had
bestowed upon thee. Blessed is he who loved thee, found so-
lace with thee, heard thy call, thy remembrance and thy praise,
sought thy resting-place, and turned his face toward thy coun-
tenance for the sake of God, thy Beloved, thy Goal and thy
Manifestation. Blessed is every seeker who seeks thy most ex-
alted station and thy most glorious abode, who stands before
thy tomb and visits thee with what hath been revealed from
the Supreme Pen and uttered by the Tongue of Grandeur in
the prison of Akka. Joy be to him who remembers thy days
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and what appeared from thee in the love of God, thy Lord, and
who relates to people what befell thee in thy Lord’s Cause. By
the life of God, he is among the people of Baha in a preserved
tablet.

O My Name Ha! Thou wert a stranger in thy homeland, a
captive in thy dwelling-place, and oppressed and alone among
the servants. Blessed is the land God made the resting-place
of thy body, and the city from whose horizon thou didst shine
forth in thy Lord’s days. It behooveth every lover to remem-
ber thee with what God hath remembered thee in His tablets.
We beseech Him by thee to send down upon His loved ones
that which will draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He is the
Forgiving, the Kind.
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In the Name of the Peerless Lord!

Your letter reached this Wronged One in the Most Great Prison
and was seen. The Cause of Truth has ever shone like the
sun from the horizon of glory - the eclipse of people’s vain
imaginings has not and will never overtake it. Colocynth has
never been confused with honey. Every possessor of hearing
and smell can perceive the song of the nightingale and the
fragrance of the rose.

You wrote that your letter went unanswered and was delayed.
Know this much: the purpose of this servant is that all on earth
should gather together in perfect love and unity at the divine
stream of His Cause. Pride and vainglory have no place here.
For God’s sake have We spoken what We have spoken, and for
His sake have We been afflicted with countless imprisonments
and tribulations. If you would reflect a little on what has come
to pass, you would testify to what is recorded in this leaf.

And as for what you wrote about this servant considering those
not his followers to be unbelievers - God forbid! Rather, those
souls who are heedless of Truth and turn to other than Him
are, by the testimony of the divine Books, unbelievers and ever
shall be. Consider what the All-Merciful has revealed in the
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Qur’an that you may be assured I speak only what God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, has spoken.

5 You also wrote that if the matter rests on imitation, Abu Dharr

and Salman the Persian are more worthy of being imitated
since their excellence is universally acknowledged. If you follow
this reasoning, you should not go beyond the scroll of Adam
and cling to him, for all peoples - Jews, Christians, Muslims
and most of the world’s communities - accept him. And after
him you should cling only to Moses and the Torah, for most
people on earth have agreed upon them. But as for Salman
and Abu Dharr, none but the Islamic sect accepts them. Now
consider by what proof you passed beyond that which all agree
upon - what was that proof and which path did you take? We
say no more. He has said: “An hour’s reflection is better than
seventy years of worship.”

This is the Day of the appearance of the blessed Word that
says: “Say: God; then leave them to their vain discourses.”
Hear the counsel of this Wronged One Who speaks for God’s
sake and has no purpose save this, for most of His life He has
been afflicted and has sought no helper save God. Were you to
turn to things with the ear of innate nature, you would hear
their sighing, their crying and their weeping. Reflect on the
state of the world and its changes and extinction. Ask God to
guide you to a matter whose traces will endure permanently
on earth.

Be not distressed at the delay in reply. Affairs have their
appointed times. Moreover, no obligation rests upon a bird
imprisoned in a cage. God willing, you will rend asunder the
veils of fancy and attain the station of certitude. This is the
station where the imagined is effaced and the known appears.
The Cause is in His hand - He gives what He wishes to whom
He wishes and withholds from whom He wishes what He wills.
He is verily the Protector, the Mighty, the Transcendent, the
Glorious, the Praiseworthy.
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He is the Comforter, the Consoler, the Exalted, the Most Glo-
rious

Glory be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the King of names, for
that Thou hast converted joy into vexation, and pitched the
tent of sorrows during Thy festival of Ridvan. I swear by Thy
glory! I repine not at that which hath befallen Me in Thy
path. By Thy name, O Thou Who art the Lord of all names!
Tribulation borne for love of Thee is, verily, My cherished wish,
the goal of My desire, and the solace of Mine heart; yet do I
long to announce unto the world that from the Lote Tree of
Fidelity the Most Exalted Fruit hath fallen, inasmuch as it was
compassed by tempestuous winds blowing from the right hand
of Thy decree, and smitten by the assault of Thine appointment
as inscribed by the Pen of Thy behest.

O My Lord! The sea of troubles hath surged during the days of
Thy happiness, and the fragrance of sorrows hath wafted even
in the day of Thy blissful joy. Hath the refulgent orb of Thy
Name Ha’ set beneath the horizon of Sad, or is he still in the
clutches of the enemies, who have cast away Thy Testament,
O Thou Who art the Possessor of all names?

O Land of Sad! Doth My Name yet walk upon thy surface,
or hath there reposed within thy womb a trust from Me? O
insensate land! How canst thou be still, when the very ocean is
concealed within thee? And how canst thou be illumined, when
the refulgent orb hath set beneath thy horizon? O Land of Sad!
Where is thy lamp, and where thy straight path? Where is
God’s overflowing fount within thee, and where the Lote Tree
whose shade God had made a shelter unto all that resorted
thither, or sought it out, or chanced upon it in their travels?

I swear by God! O My Name Ha’! By reason of thine agony the
Pen of the Most High hath halted; the dwellers of the Cities of
the Names of God have lamented; and the hearts of His chosen
ones have melted. Thou art he who accepted not a ransom in
the love of God, the Lord of this world and of the next; and
repeatedly craved of God that which actually befell him. Thou
art the Most Great Ransom in the Crimson Book.

; Did the people think that they had gained by their transaction?

Nay, by Him Who is the King of Names! God is My witness
that they suffered a loss such as hath had no equal in the
knowledge of God, the Lord of the throne above and of earth
below. The Tongue of Grandeur testifieth that it is thou who
hast gained by this transaction. Nay by My life! All gain is
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thine, inasmuch as thou hast quit the earth, whose every atom
beareth witness unto its evanescence; hast set thy face towards
the dawning-place of eternity; and hast yielded thy life in thy
yearning for the love of God, the Creator of the heavens and
the Lord of all names.

By thy life, O My Name! By reason of thine agony the afflic-
tions of the saints have been effaced, and the eyes of God’s
chosen ones and the Celestial Concourse have run down with
tears. It hath reached such a pass that He Who is the Manifes-
tation of God’s Ancient Beauty among the nations hath been
sorrowed. Wert thou present before this Wronged One in thine
outward temple, and didst behold in what condition the Pen of
the Most High recounteth thine afflictions, thou wouldst wail
even as a bereaved mother in the kingdom of creation.

Alas, alas, O My Name Ha’! And again alas, alas, O My Name
that shineth above the horizon of fidelity! And yet again, alas
I cry, with a fervour such as to cause oceans to well forth
from the eyes, and the hearts and souls to melt. Thou art he
through whom the tale of the Sacrifice (Ishmael) hath been
retold, and that which had been hidden in the knowledge of
God, and written in His Mighty Book, hath come to pass.

O Land of Sad! Speak true, I prithee, and tell Me, Where is
the She-Camel of God, that trod thy byways and grazed in
thy fair pastures? Doth she still graze today, or hath she been
hamstrung by the enemies of God, and by the enemies of His
chosen ones and His servants? Then tell Me, did she drink
and ascend, or did she suffer martyrdom whilst parched, and
so ascend unto the Abha Horizon and the realms above?

Then tell Me, left she anyone behind to guard her home; to
gather together her kin; to calm their trepidation; to fortify
their hearts; to comfort them in their distress; and to console
them in their grief and sorrow? Thou must needs in such a
case, and at this very moment, repeat: The Kingdom is God’s
the Lord of the worlds! Verily, we are God’s, and unto Him
shall we indeed return.
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To: Unknown, in Qazvin

He is the Consoler, the All-Merciful, the Generous £ szl ‘_;..i\ P

O My handmaiden and My leaf! Upon thee be My glory! We
have heard thy call and have answered thee with this luminous
Tablet which We have made the bearer of My grace that hath
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth. We make
mention of the leaf whom We named ‘Izziyyih, who attained
Our presence and won victory in the days of God, the Lord of
the worlds. We make mention of her and of those handmaidens
who have believed in God, the Peerless, the All-Informed. We
make mention of all My handmaidens at this hour wherein the
tongue of grandeur hath spoken before the faces of the people
that there is none other God but Him, the Single, the One, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of the leaf who heard
My call and responded, who beheld My verses and turned unto
them. We testify that she believed in God and His verses, ac-
knowledged that which hath been sent down from His pres-
ence, and confessed His manifestation, His emergence and His
sovereignty. We testify that she was attracted by the call of
God in the earliest days, responded and was set ablaze by the
fire of the Divine Lote-Tree in such wise that the reins of her
free will were taken from her grasp. We have heard her crying
out in the days and her yearning in the morning hours.

O My Pen! When thou desirest to make mention of her and
to visit her, turn thy face toward God’s loving-kindness and
say: The first light that shone forth from the horizon of the
heaven of bounty and the first utterance that was voiced by
the Tongue of Grandeur - upon thee, O leaf of the Tree of
Faithfulness! I bear witness that, due to thy remoteness from
the court of nearness, thy liver was consumed, thy joy was
turned to sorrow and great was thy calamity. Blessed art thou,
O My handmaiden and My leaf, and blessed is the handmaiden
who draweth nigh unto thee and visiteth thee, by virtue of that
which the Most Exalted Pen hath spoken on this dark night.
We beseech God to ordain for all who visit thee the reward of
him who hath winged his flight from his homeland, seeking the
most exalted homeland beneath the canopies of the grandeur
of the Lord of all men. Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee!

5 We testify, and the near ones and the sincere ones bear witness,
that separation hath consumed thee, such that thy sighs have
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ascended and thy tears have fallen at all times. The heat of love
hath encompassed all thy limbs. Thou art she who hath taken
the cup of love and drunk therefrom in the name of God, the
Possessor of Creation. We beseech God, blessed and exalted
be He, to send down upon thee at every moment a mercy from
His presence and a blessing from His own Self. He is verily the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

i O My handmaiden and My leaf! Thou art in the Most Exalted

Paradise while the Lord of all men maketh mention of thee
in the prison of ‘Akka. By the life of God! Through My re-
membrance of thee the ocean of thy Lord’s mercy hath surged
and the fragrance of loving-kindness and favors hath wafted - a
bounty from God, the Possessor of this sublime station. Joy be
unto thee, O My handmaiden, and peace be upon thee, O My
leaf, and mercy be upon thee, O thou whose liver was melted
in separation from Me! We beseech God to inscribe for thee in
the Tablet, by the Most Glorious Pen, the reward of attaining
His presence. He is verily the Creator of the heavens and the
Possessor of the Kingdom of Names. There is none other God
but Him, the Hearer, the Answerer.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all names, my
Goal and the Goal of all who are in earth and heaven! I beseech
Thee by the resplendent Light and by Thy firm, penetrating
Command to forgive me and my parents. O Lord! I beseech
Thee by the blood of the lovers in the land of Ya and by their
patience and steadfastness in Thy good-pleasure, and by this
most pure Shrine, to fulfill my needs and the needs of Thy ser-
vants who have turned unto Thee and have taken hold of Thy
Book. Thou art verily the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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To: Muhammad Rida Qaini, in Khurasan

He is the Rememberer and the Helper, He is the All-Loving
and the All-Bountiful.

O Muhammad-Rida, upon thee be the Glory of God, the
Lord of all beings! Thy letter which thou hadst sent to Aga
Muhammad, upon him be my glory, was brought before Us
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by Badi’u’llah and was heard. Praise be to God, from every
word thereof wafted the fragrance of divine love, and from the
horizon of every letter shone forth the light of affection.

O Muhammad-Rida, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Lord
of Names! Know thou with absolute certitude that thou hast
attained unto that which hath no peer or likeness, and that is
the Word of God, which it was and is. Time and again from the
treasury of the Most Exalted Pen have pearls of wisdom and
utterance been revealed especially for the loved ones. Whoso-
ever hath attained unto these and remained firm in the Cause
hath attained unto all good. God shall soon exalt his mention
in the world and his name among the peoples.

We have mentioned thy father before in such wise that
through it the fragrance of the garment of utterance was
wafted throughout all creation. Through My mention of
him the ocean of forgiveness surged and the sun of pardon
and bounty shone forth from the horizon of the world. Give
thanks unto God, thy Lord, for this great favor. And We have
mentioned thy brother as a grace from Us. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Convey on behalf of the Wronged One greetings to the kinfolk.
Each one is blessed with the effulgences of the light of the Sun
of divine favor, exalted be His glory. Give them glad-tidings
from Me and remind them of My verses. The loved ones of
that land are remembered in the presence of the Wronged One.
By the life of God! That which no treasures or riches can equal
hath been ordained for them. Verily thy Lord is the Truth, the
Knower of things unseen.

i Say: O people of God! This day is your day. Be as fire in

your love for the Chosen One, as light in your mention of Him
Who conversed on Sinai, as mountains in your steadfastness
and firmness, and as the Kawthar in giving life to the dead.
This behooveth him who hath laid hold on this mighty cord.

In these days the letter of the spiritual youth, upon him be
My glory and My loving-kindness and My mercy, arrived, and
likewise the letter of Ahmad, upon him be My glory and My
grace, and they were heard. We beseech God to aid them and
enable them to assist His Cause through wisdom and utterance,
and to send down upon them from the heaven of bounty that
which will draw them near unto Him in all conditions. Verily
He is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

Say unto Abdullah Ahmad: Hearken unto My call from the
precincts of My prison. Verily there is no God but Him, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We counsel thee to be forbearing.
If thou shouldst hear an unseemly word from thy brother, thou
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must conceal it and prefer forgiveness over retribution. Con-
sider what hath befallen him in this Cause. Verily he hath
heard in the path of God that which caused the denizens of
Paradise to lament. In all matters, silence and quietude con-
cerning him are most fitting and beloved. This is what the
Wronged One hath decreed in His mighty prison.

Thou didst mention Ali and his mother, upon them both be
the Glory of God. A Tablet hath been specially revealed from
the heaven of grace for him. Deliver it unto him that he may
rejoice and be among the thankful. If the Huququ’llah is found
in that land, deliver one vahid to the mother or the son.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
mercy be upon you and upon My servants and My handmaid-
ens who have quaffed the choice wine of revelation from this
manifest ocean.

24 55 a0 ('-w*iﬂ plaz) 11y sae 5 LU
3@‘ %) .,\;\.Cﬂﬁ"/\ Ol oo edd 5yl
Jo a ys (o 4l ‘_}A\@Cljb‘&\&w
M oty dyl 0Ky s ) 20l s

gl e G psllall @ S L

a5 1y T Lde el 5 o Ol 53

Ailo s b D36 Syl eler 51 o) o a2 (5
23 @ Gy SV oSN e 0 A
Sb b el aly s sl o)) O
Ale

b S g e 8 o BT
o 39 e a2 ol Sl esle
el edl s

INBA44:142
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To: Muhammad Javad, in Yazd

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High.

This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down; it is,
verily, the proof of God among His creatures and His testi-
mony amidst His servants. Thereof testifieth the Tongue of
Grandeur in this station, each and every atom thereof pro-
claiming: “Verily, there is no God but Me, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting.”

They who have attained unto the Days of God and borne wit-
ness unto that whereunto the Beauty of Pre-Existence hath
borne witness among the nations — these are the people of
Baha in the Kingdom of creation, and the companions of the
Crimson Ark which the Pen of the Most High did mention ere
this sweetest Call was raised in the visible realm of My mighty,
inaccessible dominion.

We created the souls for these very days, the mention of which
hath adorned the Books and Tablets. Yet when the dawn of
the Day of Manifestation broke, and He Who held converse on
the Mount spake forth, the servants turned aside from Him:
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among them were those who pronounced Him an infidel, and
among them those who devised against Him calumnies without
any proof or written testimony.

We, in very truth, summoned all unto the supreme Paradise,
while they decreed that My blood be shed. Thus was the mat-
ter decreed; but the people, for the most part, understand not.
The Call hath been raised, the Trumpet hath been sounded,
yet most men comprehend it not. They have cast behind their
backs the bounty of God and have taken for themselves the em-
bodiments of idle fancy as lords and protectors. Thus doth My
Most Exalted Pen recount these things unto thee as a favour
from His presence; verily, He is powerful to do what He willeth:
He but saith “Be,” and it is. By God! The Ocean of knowl-
edge hath surged before all faces, yet the people have turned
away therefrom, in that they have followed images and vain
imaginings.

i O Muhammad-Qabl-i-Javad! Rejoice, then give ear unto that

whereunto the Lord of being summoneth thee — a remembrance
upon which decay shall never work, by reason of the eternity of
the realms of earth and heaven. We stayed the Pen concerning
thy mention in accordance with a wisdom from Our presence;
thy Lord doeth what He willeth and decreeth what He desireth
by virtue of His sovereignty that overshadoweth whatsoever
hath been and shall be.

The gaze of God hath been directed toward thee in this most
exalted station. Give thanks, and say:

“Praise be unto Thee, O God of the unseen and the seen! Thou
hast ever held me under the watchful eye of Thy tender mercy.
Thou seest and beholdest, and Thou art the One, the Most
Exalted, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved.”

Thy letter hath come and from it We perceived the fragrance
of thy love for God, the Lord of all being. Blessed art thou,
in that thou hast turned unto the Desired One whilst every
heedless and veiled soul hath turned away from Him.

Say: “O Thou Lord of the Throne and of the dust, O Sovereign
of the world to come and of this first life! I beseech Thee by Thy
Most Glorious Name, through which the limbs of the Names
have trembled and Thy Call hath been lifted up in the luminous
Spot, that Thou mayest succour me to remember and praise
Thee, and enable me to do that which beseemeth the days
that are Thine. O my Lord! Thou seest me turning toward
the heaven of Thy bounty, directing myself unto the ocean of
Thy grace, and holding fast unto the cord of Thy Command.
Send down, then, from the heaven of Thy munificence upon
this Thy servant that whereby my remembrance may endure
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in Thy Kingdom and in Thy Realm of might. O my Lord! T am
he who hath clung to the Ark of Thy Cause, that Ark which, by
Thy power and Thy sovereignty, hath sailed upon both land
and sea. O my Lord! Suffer me not to be deprived of that
which is with Thee and of that which Thy Most Exalted Pen
hath destined for Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones. Verily,
Thou art the All-Powerful, Whom nothing can frustrate; no
matter can hinder Thee. Thou givest and Thou withholdest;
and Thou, in truth, art the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted,
the Mighty, the All-Loving.”

Thus have We taught thee and made thee to know, that thou
mayest give thanks unto thy Lord, the All-Subduing, the Self-
Subsisting.

The glory of God rest upon thee, and upon such as have held
fast unto the Cord that is mighty and unbreakable, and who
have voiced His praise — this Wronged, this Stranger.
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To: Nabil-i-A’zam (Nabil-i-Akbar?)

He dawns from the horizon of utterance

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Who speaketh in the Most Great Prison is verily the Ob-
ject of all tribulation and harm, and the Recipient of afflic-
tions. There hath befallen Him that which hath caused the
Concourse on High to lament, and the dwellers of the pavil-
ions of Grandeur and Majesty to weep. Blessed is the soul
that hath heard His call and hath arisen to serve His Cause
and aid it through wisdom and utterance, and woe unto him
who hath denied the proof of the All-Merciful and was among
the heedless ones.

O thou who soarest in My atmosphere! Hearken unto My call,
for verily I am in the ocean of sorrows and I make mention of
thee with that which causeth the spirit of life to stir within the
body of contingent being. Thy Lord is verily the All-Merciful,
the Bountiful. We have heard thy call time and again, and
thy letter was read before the Wronged One repeatedly, and
We have answered thee with this Tablet, which when it was
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sent down, all the tablets of the world bowed down before it.
Rejoice thou and be of the thankful ones.

And We have heard thy sighs in the love of God and witnessed
thy tears in separation from Him. To this hath testified what
thou hast presented in this Station before which every station
hath prostrated itself and around which every House attributed
to God, the Lord of the worlds, hath circled. Thus hath the
Tongue spoken in the Kingdom of Utterance that the rapture
and longing may seize thee to such a degree that thou wilt
cry out among the concourse of names through this Name, the
Mighty, the Wondrous.

Be thou vocal with that which will cause the spirit of the world
to soar and the hearts of them who are nigh to be attracted.
Warble upon the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree with di-
verse melodies that the followers of all religions may be set
ablaze thereby. By My life! For this wast thou created and for
this wast thou commanded at this time wherein the Tongue
of Grandeur proclaimeth: The Kingdom belongeth unto God,
the One, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

i God willing, through divine favor you will appear and speak in

such wise that frozen hearts and cold souls and cast-out stony
temples will attain unto a new spirit and fresh vitality.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward My countenance and
gazed toward My horizon! The Suriy-i-Hikmat which was spe-
cially revealed for thee from the divine Kingdom of utterance
is in truth like unto a treasure, and precious pearls lie con-
cealed within each word thereof. Should anyone recite it, with
each reading he will behold a door opened. That honored one
must recite this perspicuous Tablet for the friends with the
most wondrous melodies. By My life! It guideth the people
unto the truth and maketh them to recognize the Balance that
calleth out betwixt earth and heaven, “Verily, I am the Distin-
guisher, the All-Knowing!”

Speak ye with My words that will bestow the essence of life
upon every particle of dust and grant the wings of assurance,
that they may soar in the atmosphere of the love of the All-
Merciful with the utmost joy and attraction. Previously this
word was revealed from the Most Exalted Pen: Different ef-
fects are witnessed from words in the kingdom of names and
attributes. Thus hath it been ordained from the presence of
One Who is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Therefore that honored
one must at all times be occupied with educating the servants
through wisdom and utterance. Verily He is with thee and will
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aid thee to make mention of Him and praise Him and serve His
Cause, the Mighty, the Perspicuous.

And We make mention in this station of My loved ones in that
land who have cast aside all else save Me and have taken hold of
that which they were commanded by One Who is All-Knowing,
All-Wise. The Glory be upon thee and upon thy wife. Verily
We make mention of her and of My handmaidens who have
turned toward God, the Lord of all worlds.
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In the Name of our Most Holy, Most Exalted, Most Glorious
Lord

May my spirit be a sacrifice for Your Presence. The intensity
of the heat this year affected my body and caused weakness,
but the water of life from Your Presence, which flowed from the
Pen of love and favor, provided the most excellent remedy for
it. How pleasant and refreshing it was for me! When I drank
from each cup of Your favors and each goblet of Your kindness,
it so intoxicated and enraptured me that I was transported, as-
cended, entered, attained presence, and made my supplication.
When Your prayer was offered before the face of our Beloved
and your Beloved, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke forth that
which diffused the fragrance of His favor, mercy and kindness
toward your honor, and He said, exalted be His glory:

O My Name Mihdi! Praise be to God, thou hast attained to
divine favor. This most exalted Word was previously revealed
in the Crimson Book. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
unto the Word of God in His days, for that Word hath been
and shall ever be like a lamp before his face in all the worlds.
Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto this most exalted
station, this highest rank and ultimate goal.

Praise be to God, you have attained, time after time, nay lim-
itless beyond reckoning by century, age, epoch, eternity or pre-
existence, to divine verses, signs, allusions, expositions, tablets
and scriptures. Even if but a single word appear in a single
moment, it is not and never shall be bounded by temporal lim-
itations, for a single word shining forth in less than a moment
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from the Mouth of the Will of the King of Oneness manifests
its radiance, its decree and its revelation clearly and evidently
in all worlds, and like an artery in a body, it appears and
moves through all times from the beginning that hath no be-
ginning to the end that hath no end. Blessed is the soul that
hath drunk from this ocean and gained knowledge of this Book.
Likewise this blessed word appeared from the Dawning-Place
of the Tongue in the Kingdom of Utterance - exalted be His

glory:

God willing, divine favor, mercy and blessing are directed to-
ward you, and He will grant you deliverance from troublesome
and wearisome matters. Every difficulty is easy for Him and
every hardship simple. Verily He is the Powerful One Who
doeth what He willeth in creation and judgeth as He pleaseth
through His firm and mighty command. During this utterance
the table was spread, and mention was made of your honor
while partaking of what was present: Give thanks unto thy
Lord, the Generous Giver.

The Glory be upon your honor and upon those who have at-
tained to what God desired when He appeared in truth through
His wise command. Regarding Haji Mulla Ali, upon him be
966 [the glory of God], if it does not conflict with wisdom or
cause notoriety in that land, there is no objection. The letter
of Muhammad Mustafa, upon him be the glory of God and
His favors, which was sent to that beloved one, has been for-
warded. If your honor writes anything, please convey greetings
of evanescence and nothingness from this ephemeral one. It is
repeated that the letter was sent.
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Another section in answer:

That which His Holiness the Exalted One - may the spirit of all
existence be sacrificed for Him - has ordained regarding inher-
itance is thus: Whatever remains from the deceased should be
considered as two thousand five hundred and twenty portions,
for this is a number whose foundation is from nine, and in
its final digits that same nine appears, which is the numerical
value of the Blessed Name Baha, and it contains nine frac-
tions, namely: one-tenth, one-ninth, one-eighth, one-seventh,
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one-sixth, one-fifth, one-fourth, one-third, and one-half. The
children’s portion is nine-sixtieths, the spouses’ portion eight-
sixtieths, the fathers’ portion seven-sixtieths, the mothers’ por-
tion six-sixtieths, the brothers’ portion five-sixtieths, the sis-
ters’ portion four-sixtieths, and the teachers’ portion three-
sixtieths.

This was what was intended by the Book of Ta, Ha, Za, Vav,
Ha, Dal and Jim. And in this Dispensation, since the An-
cient Beauty, out of pure grace and bounty, has designated
the children’s portion, which was nine-sixtieths, to be eighteen-
sixtieths, and has reduced nine-sixtieths from those other six
categories, now the division must be made in this way: from
each of those six categories of heirs, one and one-half sixtieths
should be reduced, which totals nine-sixtieths. The spouses’
portion, which was eight-sixtieths, becomes six and one-half
sixtieths, which equals three hundred and ninety. The fathers’
portion becomes five and one-half sixtieths, the mothers’ por-
tion four and one-half sixtieths, the brothers’ portion three
and one-half sixtieths, the sisters’ portion two and one-half
sixtieths, and the teachers’ portion one and one-half sixtieths.
When all these numbers are added together, they equal that
same hidden number which is two thousand five hundred and
twenty.

The year has been fixed at nineteen months, and each month
at nineteen days. All of these total three hundred and sixty-
one. Since the solar year has three hundred and sixty-five days,
and in some years three hundred and sixty-six, there are five
extra days. It has been ordained that these five days, which
are called the Days of Ha and the Days of Giving that precede
the Fast, should be placed before the month of fasting, and the
month of fasting is the last month of the year, while Naw-Ruz
is the first day of the year.

As for the names of those nineteen months, they are as follows:
First, the Month of Splendor; Second, the Month of Glory;
Third, the Month of Beauty; Fourth, the Month of Grandeur;
Fifth, the Month of Light; Sixth, the Month of Mercy; Seventh,
the Month of Words; Eighth, the Month of Perfection; Ninth,
the Month of Names; Tenth, the Month of Might; Eleventh,
the Month of Will; Twelfth, the Month of Knowledge; Thir-
teenth, the Month of Power; Fourteenth, the Month of Speech;
Fifteenth, the Month of Questions; Sixteenth, the Month of
Honor; Seventeenth, the Month of Sovereignty; Eighteenth, the
Month of Dominion; Nineteenth, the Month of Loftiness.
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Likewise, these nineteen names are also applied to the days of
each month. For example, the first day of each month is the
Day of Splendor, the second day of each month is the Day of
Glory, and the third day of each month is the Day of Beauty.

As for the names of the week, they are as follows: Saturday is
the Day of Glory, Sunday is the Day of Beauty, Monday is the
Day of Perfection, Tuesday is the Day of Grace, Wednesday is
the Day of Justice, Thursday is the Day of Majesty, and Friday
is the Day of Independence.
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To: Mirza Abdul-Karim, in Ishqabad

In His Name, exalted be His station of grandeur and power!

This binding and irrevocable decree hath at this hour been
revealed from the direction of the Most Great Prison. Verily
ye were for God, and there is no doubt that He is with you.
O Abdul-Karim, upon thee be My Glory and My favors. Thy
letter attained the presence of the Wronged One. Blessed art
thou and blessed is he who hath held fast to the cord of patience
and acted according to that which was ordained in the Book of
God, the Lord of the worlds. Thy deeds and thy steadfastness
in adversity have brought Me joy. Ye were slain yet did not
slay - well is it with you. Ye have done that which hath caused
the fragrance of oppression to waft among all created things.

In truth, the glorious government - may God strengthen it -
hath manifested justice, and justice is the cause of the elevation,
majesty and power of kings. Blessed is he who is adorned
therewith, who drinketh from its chalice and is illumined by
its effulgences. This party must ever fix their gaze upon this
station. God, exalted be His glory, hath ever loved and still
loveth faithfulness, and in diverse Tablets hath commanded all
to observe it. As to entering beneath its shadow, there is no
harm in this for the settlement of affairs and the quelling of
the fire of sedition. If they accept, a few will suffice.

This assistance from the glorious government and this manifes-
tation of justice and fairness will, God willing, obliterate the
oppression and tyranny of the world. We counsel this party
never to forget this justice and to beseech God with all their
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hearts to perpetuate the traces of the Bearer of the Standard
of Justice throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven, for He
hath purely for the sake of God assisted the oppressed ones of
the world and hath judged with justice. This is the first assis-
tance that hath been manifested toward these oppressed ones
through the will of the great Emperor and the noble General -
may God, exalted be He, strengthen them both. This station
is most great.

My God, my God! Thou seest the oppressed ones among the
wicked among Thy creation, and Thou witnesseth their sighs
and tears in what hath befallen them at the hands of those who
have made tyranny their practice in Thy land and oppression
their characteristic in dealing with Thy servants. O Lord! I
beseech Thee by the waves of the ocean of Thy bounty and the
effulgences of the sun of Thy grace to aid the oppressed ones to
patience and steadfastness in what hath befallen and will befall
them in times of hardship and tribulation. O Lord! I beseech
Thee by the rustling of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is
no passing and the manifestations of Thy justice among all
humanity to ordain for them from Thy Most Exalted Pen relief
from Thee, a helper from Thy presence, and a protector from
Thy side to guard them from the evil of their enemies and those
who hate them. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest. There is no God but Thee, the All-Compelling,
the Self-Subsisting.

It is most clear and evident that this assistance from the glo-
rious government - may God, exalted be He, strengthen it - is
the cause of all hearts turning toward it from all directions.

My God, my God! Aid him who desireth to help the oppressed
ones among Thy servants, then exalt him through Thy bounty,

Thy power and Thy sovereignty. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

We wish to seal this Tablet with mention of Fadil, upon him be
My Glory and My favors. My Pen and My tongue bear witness
to his sincerity, his service, his steadfastness and his presence
at this time before the gate of God’s mercy, the Lord of the
worlds. The Glory be upon him and upon those who have
attained unto justice and fairness and have acted according to
that which they were commanded by the Ordainer, the All-
Wise.
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To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-Powerful, the
Most Exalted, the Most High!

O Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of him who hath ascended
to the loftiest heights, and say: The first fragrance that wafted
from the garment of thy Lord’s mercy, the Lord of all names,
be upon thee, O thou star shining from the horizon of heaven!
I testify that through thee the Most Exalted Horizon did shine
forth, the Divine Lote-Tree did speak, the Most Great Word
appeared, the Luminous Pearl and the Primal Point were made
manifest - through which the hidden Secret and the treasured
Symbol were revealed, the knowledge of what was and what
would be was detailed, the breeze of God wafted throughout
the world, the proof was perfected for all peoples, and the
bounty was completed through the diffusion of the fragrance
of the Bayan in celebration of the Most Great Name.

I testify that through you the seas surged, the rivers flowed,
the trees brought forth leaves, the signs appeared, the myster-
ies emerged, the faces of the righteous were illumined, and in
you the ocean of knowledge surged, the fragrance of the All-
Merciful wafted, and the gates of Paradise - around which all
gardens circle - were opened. In you dawned the Daybreak
whereby the lamp of idle fancies was extinguished, the Sun of
Revelation shone forth and the Moon of inspiration gleamed.
Through you the Living Waters overflowed to quicken all con-
tingent beings.

I bear witness that in you was raised the standard of “There
is none other God but I, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting”
and was hoisted the pavilion of “Verily I am God, there is none
other God but I, the Mighty, the Beloved.” The nightingale of
divine knowledge warbled in the Kingdom of utterance: “The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the All-Glorious,
the All-Loving.” He is indeed the Most Great Book, the Most
Exalted Word, and the Greatest Sign. Through Him appeared
God’s pervading Will, His all-encompassing Power, His endur-
ing Sovereignty and His all-prevailing Might. He is indeed the
Countenance that shone forth from the horizon of eternity after
the passing of all things. Through His appearance, the Maid-
ens of inner meaning emerged from the palaces of the Bayan,
the mysteries deposited in the Qur’an were revealed, the signs
became manifest, and every stone bore witness to the Revealer
of verses.
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He is indeed the One at Whose appearance the mountains
passed away and all things spoke in remembrance of God, the
Lord of grandeur and might. Through Him every poor one
turned toward the Kingdom of wealth, every bewildered soul
toward the lights of guidance, and every thirsty one toward the
Kawthar of eternity. I testify that in you appeared the Known
Beauty, the Speaker before the Self-Subsisting spoke forth, the
Sealed Wine was unsealed, and every destined matter was ful-
filled.

I bear witness that thou art he who was assured of meeting
thy Lord, the Lord of all names, and wast illumined by God’s
lights when the Most Great Luminary shone forth from the
horizon of Zawra - a station none among all created things have
surpassed save whom thy Lord, the Creator of the heavens, did
will. Thou art he who didst drink the choice wine of certitude
while people were in doubt and discord, and didst attain the
meeting of that Day which the All-Merciful revealed in the
Qur’an - His word is the truth - “The Day when mankind
shall stand before the Lord of the worlds.” Blessed art thou
for having fulfilled the Covenant when the people of the earth
broke it, and for having turned to the Countenance when the
limbs of the servants trembled from the assault of the people
of hypocrisy. Blessed art thou and blessed is he who visiteth
thee, by virtue of what hath flowed from the Pen whereby the
Bridge was erected, the Balance was set up, the Hour appeared,
and the Bayan was sent down.
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To: Baha’is of Qazvin et al.

A mention from Us to My loved ones who have acknowledged
God and recognized His sovereignty and turned to the Coun-
tenance when it shone forth from this manifest horizon. By
the life of God! They are the ones who turned to the Dawn-
ing Place of inspiration when they heard the call of God, the
All-Possessing, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

O people of Qaf! We desire to make you hear the melody of
God and give you to drink of the Kawthar of utterance from
this Hand that was dominant over all who are in the heavens
and earth. Turn with the ears of your hearts that you may
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hear the call of God from this far-off spot. Blessed are you
in that you have cast away vain imaginings and taken the cup
of certitude through this manifest Name. By God! Were you
to discover what hath been ordained for you, you would soar
on wings of joy and arise to serve the Cause of your Lord, the
Mighty, the Wondrous. Grieve not over anything. Rather, re-
joice in that God remembers you from His Most Exalted Pen in
this sublime station. Blessed are you in that you have turned
to the Most Exalted Horizon and faced toward the Qiblih of
all horizons when every misbeliever turned away from it. Thus
have We adorned your temples with the ornament of remem-
brance and illumined your hearts with the light of the utterance
of your Lord, the Forgiving, the Generous. Say: Arise to serve
the Cause with wisdom and hold fast unto it - this is better
for you, did you but know.

O Samandar! Your letter which you sent to Ism-i-Jud hath
come before the Throne and the servant in attendance hath
read it, and We make mention of you that you may rejoice
within yourself and be of the thankful. Turn with the ear of na-
ture that you may hear the melody of God, the All-Possessing,
the Self-Subsisting, and turn with the eye of nature that you
may behold the scene of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Say: O people of the Bayan! By God, the horizon of certitude
hath been illumined and the Countenance of the All-Merciful
giveth you to drink of the water of life. Beware lest you deprive
yourselves of that which your Lord, Who is dominant over
every witness and witnessed one, hath brought. Say: By God!
This is the Most Great Day and the Lord of Destiny hath by
His own Self arisen to His Cause - He to Whose manifestation
all in the unseen and visible worlds have bowed down. Gather
ye together in remembrance and praise of God, then make
mention of Him in such wise as to attract minds. Do you
slumber upon your couches while He standeth at your heads
giving you glad tidings of what hath been ordained for you
in a preserved Tablet? Beware lest sorrows overtake you or
the imaginings of those who have denied God, the Mighty, the
Loving, prevent you.

The land of the Prison hath cried out and lamented - were you
to ask it why, it would say because the hem of sanctity hath
been sullied by what the hands of those who have believed
in God, the Single One, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, have
wrought.

;O thou servant who art present! Hold back the Pen lest there

flow from it that which would cause the Concourse on High to
wail and the eyes of those near unto God to shed tears. Turn
away from what thou wert occupied with and make mention
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of My loved ones who are there with My beautiful remem-
brance. Say: Upon you be glory, then praise, then immortal-
ity in that you turned when every hypocrite turned away, and
drank when every transgressor was prevented, and knew when
every doubter remained ignorant, and faced toward the Dawn-
ing Place of faith when the All-Merciful came with manifest
sovereignty.

Doth not suffice you what hath flowed this night from the Most
Exalted Pen? Say: By Thy life, O Beloved of the worlds! We
are satisfied with what we see and witness from the horizon of
Thy grace - nay rather, we acknowledge that all this is naught
but a token of the wonders of Thy bounty and favor. Thou art
He to Whose grace the whole creation hath testified, and to
Whose sovereignty all in the worlds have borne witness.
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This is what hath been sent down from My Most Holy Pen to
My sanctified name whom We have deposited in the land of
Ha and Mim - upon him be the glory of God, the Lord of the
worlds.

In His Name through Whom the ocean surged and the fra-
grance wafted!

The Glory shining and gleaming from the horizon of the heaven
of the providence of the Lord of eternity and the Most Great
Name be upon thee, O Name of God, the Most Truthful, the
Most Ancient, and His remembrance among the nations. I
testify that thou didst not hesitate for less than a moment
when the Call was raised between earth and heaven - thou didst
turn, hear, respond and hasten until thou didst attain unto
that which was recorded by the Supreme Pen and mentioned
in the Books of God, the Lord of all beings.

O My Name! Rejoice in the Supreme Horizon, for unto thee
hath turned the face of the Lord of Names and the King of
the Kingdom of eternity, Whom neither the hosts of princes
nor the opposition of divines could frustrate. We remember
at all times the loved ones of the All-Merciful who were not
weakened by the power of the mighty nor frightened by the
onslaught of the enemies - they arose and said: “God is our
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Lord and the Lord of the Throne and earth, and the Master of
the hereafter and of the former times.”

O My Name! We remember when there shone upon thee the
Sun of Permission from the horizon of the heaven of My Com-
mand, and thou didst turn toward My Kingdom with a face
wherewith all created things turned, and with such humility
that all contingent things became humble before it. I testify
that thou didst leave thy home, turning toward the Heaven of
eternity and the Supreme Height, and didst traverse land and
sea until thou didst present thyself before the Gate and didst
hear the call of thy Lord, the Bestower, in that place for the
hearing of which ears were created, and hearts and minds for
its comprehension. Thou didst behold His horizon and didst
attain the presence of Him Who denied the same to Moses
when he said “Show me Thyself that I may look upon Thee.”

Thou art the one who took the Sealed Wine in My Self-
Subsisting Name, and the oppression of the people did not
prevent thee from the remembrance of this Day. Thou didst
take the cup of thy Lord’s love, the Creator of all things, and
didst drink thereof before the faces of all people. Because of
this there came upon thee that which caused the denizens
of the realms of might and the dwellers of the cities of the
Kingdom to lament. We testify that by reason of thy calamity
the Pen of thy Lord, the King of the Kingdom of Names, was
stilled, and the rivers in the Most Exalted Paradise became
motionless.

Through thee God guided His servants to His Straight Path,
the Mighty News and His firm, unshakeable Command. God
have mercy on the servant who drank the choice wine of thy
utterance, heard thy mention, hastened to thy dust, visited
thy grave and recited before the tomb that which the Supreme
Pen hath spoken in the prison of Akka. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he who held fast unto thee in the path of God, the
Lord of the worlds and the Master of the Day of Judgment.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my Lord, my Support and God
of the Kingdom and the Realm, and Master of the cities of wis-
dom and might! I beseech Thee by the finger of Thy power and
will whereby the spheres of utterance revolved amidst the Con-
course of creation, and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowl-
edge and the manifestations of Thy grandeur in the kingdom of
creation, and by this grave which Thou hast made the point of
circumambulation for Thy servants and creatures, that Thou
forgive me and my father and my mother and whosoever hath
hastened to the gate of Thy grandeur and before the throne
of Thy manifestation. Verily Thou art He Whom the clamor
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of the servants and the might of the pharaohs of the lands do
not prevent. Thou ordainest what Thou willest through Thy
firm, unshakeable command. There is no God but Thee, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Sadat, in Rasht

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great, the All-
Powerful, the All-Knowing

This is a Book which the All-Merciful has sent down from
the Kingdom of Utterance, that the people may recognize this
Path which hath been made manifest in truth. By the life of
God! The Balance hath been established, the Hour hath come
in truth, the Path hath appeared, and the Bestower hath come
with a Cause that encompasseth all the worlds. Blessed is the
strong one who hath cast away allusions and taken what he
was commanded in a Tablet that was blessed by the Finger of
God.

O Rida! Hearken unto the shrill voice of the Most Exalted Pen.
Verily, it calleth between earth and heaven and summoneth all
to a station that hath been raised up through the name of God.
We have heard thy cry in the love of God and seen thee turning
toward the horizon of the Cause. We make mention of thee and
have sent down for thee that whereby thy remembrance shall
endure throughout the duration of My most beautiful names.
Thy Lord is, verily, the Witness and the Helper.

We make mention of him who was named ‘Ali before Naqi and
give him the glad-tidings of a bounty that hath been made
visible in truth from the horizon of glory. Take hold of the Book
with a strength from Us and a power from Our presence, and
abandon those who remained far from the waters of nearness.
We have heard thy lamentation in the love of God and have
sent down for thee this Tablet which hath been sent down from
the heaven of justice.

O Mahmud! Hearken unto that which the Lord of Hosts calleth
thee from this Praised Station that was inscribed by the Pen
of the All-Merciful in the Qur’an. We have heard thy cry and
make mention of thee with that which cannot be equaled by
the treasures of earth. Thy Lord is verily witness to what I
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say. Rejoice thou in this Most Great Remembrance and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of eternity, for having turned
toward this servant of Thine and mentioned him with verses
that all on earth have failed to comprehend. Thou art, of a
truth, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.”

i O Asadu’llah! The Wronged One maketh mention of thee from

the precincts of the Prison and counseleth thee and those who
have believed to uphold the Most Great Trust among the con-
course of creation. Thus hath the matter been decreed in thy
Lord’s Book. He is, verily, wise over all things. We send greet-
ings from this Station to My loved ones who have attained
unto My days, turned to My horizon, drunk the choice wine of
My utterance, held fast with mighty constancy to My Cause,
and performed that which they were commanded in My Book.
By the life of God! They are among the Concourse on High in
the Book of Names and the companions of the Crimson Ark
that was inscribed by the Pen of Command. Hold ye fast to
the cord of the Cause and cling to the hem of grace in this Day
which hath been illumined by the lights of the countenance.

O Nasru’llah! The Most Exalted Pen maketh mention of the
loved ones of God and His chosen ones, and commandeth them
to that which shall profit them in every world of the worlds of
their Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We have heard
thy mention and make mention of thee and those who have
believed with My beautiful remembrance. Give thanks unto
God for having aided you to recognize Him Who was promised
in the Books of God, the Lord of the worlds. How many learned
ones were heedless, and how many unlettered ones hastened,
drank, and said: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are
in the heavens and on earth!” Your letter hath come and that
which ye sent hath been honored with acceptance, as a bounty
from His presence. He is verily the All-Bountiful, the Most
Generous. Blessed is he who hath adorned himself with the
ornament of deeds which God hath revealed in His perspicuous
Book. Praise be unto God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Haji Mirza Kamalid-Din Naraqi

In the Name of Him through Whom the horizon of utterance
was illumined and the Pen of the All-Merciful spoke!

O Kamal! Thou hast heard the call of thy Lord when it was
raised in truth, and drunk from the ocean of reunion when the
Most Great Luminary was shining from the horizon of Bagh-
dad. Blessed be the eye that hath seen, the ear that hath
heard, and the tongue that hath spoken My Beloved Name.

O Kamal! Thou hast been mentioned before the Throne time
and again, and this is yet another time. Be grateful and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O God of the seen and unseen!” He
remembered thee when He was in Iraq and remembereth thee
in this forbidden fortress. Thus hath the Wronged One spoken
that thou mayest give thanks to the Beloved of the world and
hold fast to the hem of God, the Lord of existence.

Leave the people and what they possess behind thee. By My
lifel What thou seest shall perish, but what hath been sent
down from this Pen, before which all pens have bowed down,
shall endure for thee. Thy Lord is, verily, the Truth, the
Knower of the unseen.

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not those who have dis-
believed in God and clung to vain imaginings. Open your eyes
and turn toward the Most Exalted Horizon. By God! He hath
appeared in truth and hath shone forth from that upraised
Horizon. Beware lest ye take for Him a partner or likeness. Be
fair in His Cause and be not of those who have disbelieved in
God, the Lord of what was and what shall be.

i Say: Unite in God’s Cause and His sovereignty, and follow not

every rejected transgressor. Say: This is the Day whereof ye
were promised in God’s Books, and this is a Cause before which
every fair-minded one who hath spoken with justice and every
believer who hath drunk My choice sealed wine hath bowed
down.

O Kamal! By God, wert thou to learn of the sorrow of My heart
and what hath befallen Me in this Prison which We named,
upon Our arrival, the Most Great Prison, thou wouldst weep
for My sake. Thus doth thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Seeing,
inform thee. Be thou not disturbed by what We have related
to thee. Be patient, then be steadfast. Thus doth the Wronged
One command thee. Be firm in the Cause of God and in His
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love in such wise that the hosts of the world shall not deter
thee. Thus doth the Most Great Name command thee from
this glorious station.

Say: O people! Adorn yourselves with the ornament of servi-
tude unto God, the True One. By God, the True One! This is
its day, did ye but know.

We make mention of My handmaiden who believed in God and
bowed before His countenance when He was walking. Thy Lord
is, verily, the All-Forgiving, the Kind. Convey My greetings
unto her face and give her the glad-tidings of My remembrance
of her, and unto the faces of thy children who have believed in
God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

The Glory be upon thee and upon thy brother who hath been
mentioned before the Throne. Blessed are ye both in that ye
have heard and turned toward the Most Exalted Horizon. Thus
doth God reward His servants who have spoken the truth and
believed in Him when every rejected transgressor turned away.

Then convey My greetings unto My loved ones there, that they
may drink from My words the wine of My loving-kindness, soar
in the atmosphere of My love, turn with their hearts unto My
countenance and My horizon, and rejoice in what hath been
sent down to them from My Pen. Upon them be My remem-
brance, My praise, My mercy and My forgiveness. Verily, thy
Lord is the Bestower, the Compassionate, the Generous, the
Mighty, the Loving.
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To: Abdu’llah Rubin

Jehovah is His name, the God of all who are in the heavens
and on the earth

O heir of Moses! Hear the call of the Lord of Hosts which hath
been raised in the world of creation from the prison of Akka,
summoning you to His most glorious horizon. Blessed is he
who hath cast away vain desire and laid hold on guidance, and
woe unto every heedless doubter.
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O Abdullah! The attraction of this Revelation hath seized the
regions of the earth and their surroundings. Give thou the
glad-tidings to the world of the God of Israel, through Whose
manifestation the seas have yielded up the pearls of utterance
from their shells, and the heaven of proof hath been adorned
with its stars, and the mountains have brought forth their trea-
sures and whatsoever was hidden within them by command of
their Creator, and the earth its repositories and whatsoever
was stored in its layers.

O Abdullah! On this day Sinai is filled with joy, and Carmel is
delighted, and Jerusalem crieth out saying: “The gate of hope
hath been opened and He Who was the goal of the former
and latter generations hath come.” The earth hath presented
its treasures as an offering, and likewise the seas their pearls,
and Jerusalem its mysteries, and the heaven of proof its orna-
ments. Blessed is the soul that hath attained unto the divine
fragrances on this luminous, spiritual day.

5 Today the cry of Zion is raised aloft and the Holy City hath

descended from the heaven of the grace of the One True God.
Say: O Children of Israel, deprive not yourselves. The promise
of God hath appeared, the light of His Word hath encompassed
the world. Cast aside the weak cord and take hold of the
mighty staff. Thy service and recompense have been recorded
by the true scribes in the eternal book with the everlasting
Pen. This is the glad-tidings for which the spirits of all else
but God yearned and whose time of appearance they sought.

Hold fast to the Most Great Name wherein lie concealed all
powers. He is the Deliverer, He is the Revealer of the hidden
Cause and the Discloser of every mystery.

O Children of Israell The God of Hosts declareth: This is the
day of the Most Great Manifestation. Arise to serve. Power
and might, glory and grandeur circle round about. Know ye
its worth and recognize its station.

O Abdullah! The recompense of thy deeds, actions and words
hath been inscribed by the divine Pen in the crimson scroll.
Now must thou arise in the Name of Truth and stand firm in
His love. This is the day of triumph and the day of service.
The mention of this service shall never be erased from the
Book - it is everlasting and eternal. I swear by the God of
the world its fragrance shall never be cut off. That promised
tabernacle hath been raised up in the name of the Lord of
Hosts - visible and manifest. It hath not been changed or
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altered, for God the Lord hath raised it up. As thy service
and labor are great in the sight of God, He hath therefore
willed that thou shouldst enter and attain unto that blessed,
mighty and glorious tabernacle and gain that which in God’s
knowledge hath no peer or likeness. Take up the staff of trust
and turn thy face toward the gate of Palestine, that perchance
thou mayest hear and become intimate with the melodies of
the birds of Paradise.
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To: Shah Jahan
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To: Haji Muhammad Javad, in Yazd

In My Name, the Wronged One.

Divine decree confirmeth that which God’s Will and Command
hath ordained. The ledger of the world testifieth to His irrevo-
cable decree. The palace of Chosroes which was the seat of the
King of Kings is now the dwelling place of owls and spiders.
Take heed, O ye who are endowed with insight! How many
souls dwelt in palaces at dawn only to return to the grave at
night! Yet graves are the treasuries of existence and tokens of
divine bounty.

Divine decree is beloved by the wise, and all are content with
it, nay rather thankful. The complainant is not and hath never
been acceptable. “Whoso is not content with My decree, let
him seek another Lord.” Should a soul become aware of but one
fruit from the tree of divine decree and comprehend it, joy and
gladness, delight and expansion, submission and contentment
would never depart from him.
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5 The Command is in God’s hands.
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Extinction is the gate to immortality, and immortality the gate
to extinction. Non-existence is the door to existence, and exis-
tence the door to non-existence. The blessed word “All things
shall perish save His Face” is a source of patience and solace
for the peoples of the world. After this death there is life, and
after this concealment there is revelation. Blessed are the dead
who become the gates of the supreme Paradise and the cause
of unveiling and meeting! Destruction itself betokeneth con-
struction, and ruin indicateth prosperity. Death and life are
requirements of the consummate wisdom. Neither hath been,
nor shall ever be, without effect or fruit.

He doeth what He wil-
leth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. We testify that He
is praiseworthy in His acts and is to be obeyed in His com-
mands. There is none other God but Him, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. The Book of God declareth that
tribulations descend like torrential rain upon His loved ones,
and this Wronged One in ‘Akka is caught in the talons of ha-
tred. Yet in all conditions We are joyous and glad. The life of
this world in the sight of them that are endued with vision is
reckoned as but a moment, therefore neither its hardship nor
its comfort is worthy of mention.

; O Muhammad-Javad! We desired to console thee and comfort

thee in what hath come to pass through thy Lord’s decree. He,
verily, is the Counselor, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
Hold fast unto the cord of patience. Verily, He is the All-
Patient and enjoineth upon thee gracious patience. Grieve not
over anything. Arise to serve My Cause, speak forth My praise,
and act according to that which We have commanded thee
and those who have believed in My perspicuous Book. Beware
lest anything prevent thee from turning toward the Supreme
Horizon. Soon shall the world and all that is therein perish,
and there shall remain for its people that which the ears of the
unifiers are unable to hear. Hold fast unto the cord of justice
and righteousness, that there may appear from thee that whose
fragrance shall endure throughout the eternity of My glorious
and wondrous remembrance.

The splendor shining from the horizon of the heaven of My
utterance be upon those whom affairs have not occupied from
the Dayspring of Revelation, and whom the world hath not
prevented from the Lord of mankind. They have advanced and
said: “We believe in Thee, O Thou the Desire of the worlds
and the God of all who are in the heavens and all who are on
earth.”
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To: Muhammad Ardikani, in Shahrud

A praise that is sanctified beyond the recognition and under-
standing of created things befitteth the most exalted and holy
court of the Desired One, Who hath fulfilled His promises
through a single exalted Word. Through Him the Path is
made manifest, the Balance is established, and the Reckon-
ing is complete. When the Trumpet was sounded and the Cry
was raised, hearts were thrown into commotion and mountains
were moved. After the exalted Word was raised between earth
and heaven, whosoever turned towards it, his deeds were ac-
cepted, his reckoning complete, and he attained unto all that
was manifested from God at the Hour of Resurrection and the
appearance of the Day of Judgment. And whosoever turned
away was deprived of all that was mentioned, his evil deeds
increased and his good deeds diminished. Exalted, exalted is
He Who weighed all things by a word from His presence and
revealed on the Day of Resurrection that which was hidden in
the breasts and concealed in the hearts and minds....

Today the Kingdom of utterance is stirred by the verses of the
Desired One of all worlds, and the ocean of utterance surges
with the breezes of the All-Merciful. Blessed is the soul whom
the intimations of men have not prevented from the Sovereign
of Power, nor kept back from the most luminous horizon. A
group of the worthless ones of the age have arisen in opposi-
tion, though they were created to serve this Cause. Observe
the deeds of the people of the Furgan, that thou mayest be-
come aware and informed of what was wrought against the
All-Merciful. For twelve hundred years or more they were oc-
cupied with discourse and study, in the nights and days they
clung to the reading of books, beseeching and hoping from
God, exalted be His glory, for the days of His manifestation.
Yet when the Day-Star of the Cause dawned from the horizon
of the Divine Will, all that anticipation and all those books
and readings appeared as swords, and there befell the Beloved
of the worlds that which caused the rocks to cry out and the
clouds to wail....

The Supreme Pen counsels the friends to manifest supreme
steadfastness, such that the limbs of the people of doubt and
fancy may tremble for fear of the friends, and they may behold
the light of steadfastness shining from the brow of each one. O
thou who hast turned to My horizon! Until now they have
not comprehended the Day of God, but are occupied with the
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games of the past, sometimes mentioning the successor, some-
times the guardian, sometimes the mirror, sometimes the noble
one and chief and the like. Say: This carpet has been rolled up;
the Day is the Day of God, none is mentioned but Him. Say:
O heedless ones! What fruit have the Shi’ih party gathered
from their words and deeds and beliefs? All they sowed was
consumed by the poisonous winds of self and passion. The re-
sult of their deeds and fruits was that they martyred the best
of creation with the worst of torments. Verily, the curse of
God be upon the wrongdoers! Now the friends must protect
one another and inform each other of the tricks and deceits
and stratagems....

Croe® -UM ) LSL(c}li) ok Klos g8
5% A ds Sk AE s Sh 26
OV dlsl o o 5 ot Sh 26 o
\)Cﬁw\ﬂ)\rirxo-\&o.\gubwa\ﬁ
O et o il o) Ko VI 5Ty
Aé\ Klazdls ;5 - Slslae 4 d\.«"\j d\}\
Sy (S0 5 ol *amger byl 51 s
b gl e & olal R JLe1 Jols
doodl i VI wost s Olde iuy
Al L 1y SO Al Oligs b oLl
relad 5 oS 5 ol 3 sle Sl

AYT2.046x, AY12.132x, AYI2.133x
BHO02240
To: Bahais of Ardistan et al.
To be typed. BLIB_ Or15726.143
BH11610
In the Name of the All-Glorious, the Most Holy! @C&Y\ uué%/\

Mention hath been made by Us of him who desireth to know
the Purpose when He Who was hidden appeared with a
sovereignty that conquered all possibility, that the fragrance
of certitude might seize him in the days of his Lord, the All-
Merciful, and draw him nigh unto the Dayspring of assurance.
The signs have appeared, the Hour hath been troubled, and
the verses have been sent down in such wise as to fill the
horizons. The fingers of the All-Merciful have proffered the
cup of life - whoso drinketh therefrom findeth the delights
of the rivers flowing in Paradise. The horizon of Revelation
hath been illumined in such wise that the earth and the
heavens were lit thereby, while those nigh unto God circle
round the Throne and the sincere soar in this atmosphere
which God hath sanctified from vain imaginings. Hearts have
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been attracted and minds have taken flight from the breezes
of the days of God; they that were debarred are in doubt and
schism. The atoms have testified to the Revealer of verses,
and knowledge hath been effaced when the Self-Subsisting
appeared with power and sovereignty. The Preserved Tablet
hath appeared through My Hidden Name, and every hidden
secret hath been revealed through this Name whereby the
standards have been raised.

Say: O people! How long will ye follow vain desires? Cast
them behind you, turning unto guidance. Verily it hath shone
forth like the sun from the horizon of bounty and grace. Say:
This Day shall profit you not that which the learned possess,
nor that which the wealthy own, but rather that which hath
been sent down from God, the Lord of all men. Where are the
palaces of the Caesars, where the pyramids of the Pharaohs,
and where are they who barred the way and turned aside from
the Guide, and where are they who warred against and dis-
puted with God? They have been cursed for what they uttered.
Verily thy Lord is the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Say: Turn ye, O people, to the Supreme Horizon, the sta-
tion wherein the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
doth speak. Beware lest the world debar you from the Lord
of Names. Hasten unto Him with radiant faces and illumined
hearts - this is better for you, did ye but understand. Remem-
ber when the Messengers of God and His Emissaries came unto
them, they denied and disbelieved in them and in what was
revealed unto them of scriptures and tablets. When We found
the fragrance of thy turning unto the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High, We revealed unto thee this Tablet and sent it to thee,
that thou mightest soar on the wings of utterance in the at-
mosphere of wisdom and mystical knowledge, and deliver unto
the people the Cause of thy Lord, that they might perchance
be awakened and turn unto God, the Lord of religions.

Hearken unto the call of this Prisoner - verily He mentioneth
thee for the sake of God, that there might appear from thee
that which shall perpetuate thy remembrance in the Book of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Act according to
what thou hast been counselled in the Tablet, and take the
cup of life in the name of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, then give
to drink thereof unto those who wander in the wilderness of
forgetfulness, that it may bring them nigh unto God, the Lord
of all mankind. Thus have We illumined the horizon of mystical
knowledge with the sun of remembrance and utterance. When
thou hast attained unto it, arise and say: Praise be unto Thee,
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O Thou in Whose hand is the kingdom of all things and in
Whose grasp is the dominion of the earth and the heavens.

BHO02297

To: Muhammad Javad Qazvini

He is God, the Manifest, the All-Knowing!

O Ism-i-Jud! Upon thee be My Glory! The letter from Jinab-
i-‘Andalib, upon him be God’s Most Exalted Glory, reached
Our presence, was heard and beheld. Praise be to God, by
permission of the Self-Subsisting Lord, they are cupbearers of
the choice sealed wine. With eloquent tongue and attentive ear,
they are engaged day and night in the remembrance of God,
the Lord of Lords. How blessed and pleasing it is for him! We
testify that he hath attained the lights of the Revelation and
heard what the Speaker of the Mount uttered from this exalted
Station. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to assist
him and confirm him to arise to serve Him in such wise that
his standing shall not be changed to sitting.

O Ism-i-Jud! They have become saddened by the word of one of
the servants. Say: Verily thou art mighty through the might
of God. His Tablets have borne witness to thee, and that
which hath proceeded from the tongue of His grandeur. None
can withhold what God hath bestowed upon thee through His
grace, generosity, bounty and bestowal, and none can remove
from thy temple the robe of thy Lord’s tender mercy, the
All-Bountiful. God willing, with complete steadfastness they
shall be occupied with guiding the wayward and awakening
the heedless. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the Helper, the
All-Knowing, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Thou hast made mention of the loved ones. Jinab-i-
Muhammad-Qabli-Rida hath attained the divine favors. We
testify that he hath witnessed what God witnessed before
the creation of earth and heaven - that there is none other
God but Him, the Lord of all beings and the Master of the
hereafter and the former times. He was mentioned before the
Face, and We testify that he heard, hastened, attained the
presence, and won that which was recorded by the Supreme
Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets. And We make mention of
his brother who drank the wine of revelation from the cup of
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his Lord’s bestowal, the King of the kingdom of the heavens
and earths. We beseech God, exalted be He, to preserve him
and ordain for him that which will make him a herald of
His name among His servants with the wisdom We have sent
down in the Book. We had sent down for him before that
which caused the mountains to move. They both attained
the Kawthar of My wondrous utterance and reached a station
wherein neither names nor all that exists in the realm of
creation could hinder them. Thus hath the Tongue spoken in
the kingdom of utterance, as a command from the presence of
the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

5 To those souls who have newly intended the Most Great Goal,

convey the greetings of the Wronged One and illumine them
with the effulgences of the Day-Star of proof. Say: My God,
my God! Thou seest me clinging to Thee and detached from
all else save Thee. I beseech Thee by Thy most sweet call and
the movement of Thy Most Exalted Pen, and by Thy hidden
mysteries in the Crimson Scroll, to assist me and Thy loved
ones who have not been hindered by the doubts of the people
nor deterred by veils from turning to Thee and drawing near
to the court of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

; The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon them and upon

those who love thee and hearken to thy word in this Great An-
nouncement. Glory and power, grandeur and authority belong
unto God, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Forgiving.
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On the four festivals (by Nabil-i-A’zam?) 7.
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In the Book of Aqdas, the Most Exalted Pen has ordained four
festivals for all the peoples of the world, wherein the followers
of Baha should meet and associate with one another with love
for God, to such extent as does not contravene the wisdom
revealed in the Tablets of God. On other days they should
engage in occupation and the earning of livelihood, and should
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regard such occupation itself as worship of the Self-Sufficient
Lord, so that through this means mankind may be delivered
from the idleness and sloth that has overtaken most regions.

The first is the Day of Baha of the month of Baha, which is
the ancient Naw-Ruz and the Festival of the Fast, marking the
beginning of months and years, wherein the bounties of God
are made manifest on that day beloved of all worlds.

The second is the Most Great Festival, which is the king of
festivals, being those days when the Ancient Beauty emerged
from the Most Great House and illumined the Najibiyyih Gar-
den with the light of His countenance. This is also called the
Festival of Ridvan and the Festival of Roses, comprising twelve
days from the Ancient Beauty’s first entry into that garden at
the afternoon hour of the thirty-second day after Naw-Ruz,
until His departure from the garden at noon of the forty-third
day after Naw-Ruz. Work is forbidden on three days of this
blessed festival: the first day, from afternoon to afternoon; the
ninth day; and the final day. On the remaining days they may
engage in their occupations.

The third festival is the fifth day of Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1260,
near the evening hour when the Exalted One - may the spirit
of all worlds be sacrificed for Him - by command of the
Sovereign Who doeth what He willeth, made His declaration
to the Babu’l-Bab, upon him be the glory of God. Therefore
that night and day are of supreme greatness before God, and
honoring this blessed festival is among God’s commandments
binding upon all the people of Baha.

The fourth festival is the Birth of the Ancient Beauty, who at
the second dawn of the month of Muharram 1233 illumined
all the world with the light of His beauty. Concerning the
date of that blessed nativity, in that poem which I composed
in the Land of Mystery by command of the Mighty Sovereign,
tracing events from the beginning of creation until the day of
that Most Great Luminary’s birth, this verse flowed from the
tongue to the pen: “Be ready, O friends, be ready indeed, The
Hidden Day [1233] has come - no child was born before.” That
blessed day is among the most noble and greatest of festivals.
The first of Muharram, being the birth of the Herald of the
All-Glorious Beauty, the Most Exalted Lord - may the spirit of
all worlds be sacrificed for Him - is joined to this festival, and
both constitute a single festival. However, the blessed birth
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of the Most Exalted Lord occurred at midnight on the first of
Muharram 1235.
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Words of Baha’u’llah as remembered by Nabil

One day, as the Blessed Beauty was traveling from Kazimayn
to Baghdad, He remarked how far removed the Shi’ih people
were from proper conduct, for despite their belief in the tra-
dition “The believer is alive in both worlds,” they would en-
ter holy places with mouths reeking of garlic and onions and
wearing unclean attire. He said that He was not affected by
such unpleasant odors to a degree that could be expressed.
Shuja’u’d-Dawlih used to say that His reverence for the Imams
of Guidance was beyond imagination.

He then continued, saying that one day He entered the Qumri
Mosque (which stood by the river near the Blessed House) and
saw someone engaged in reciting one of the Surihs of the glori-
ous Qur’an, unveiling divine mysteries without any covering or
veil. He wished to stop him but saw that neither the speaker
nor the listener was aware, and that Sealed Wine, though ever
in people’s hands, remained sealed such that none had touched
it save the pure ones, and none had inhaled its sweet fragrance
save those drawn nigh unto God. The Imam of the mosque
asked Him from which city He came. He replied that His city
was called ‘Ama. The Imam asked what kind of city it was,
and He responded:

“Its suns are ever-shining, its moons ever-rising, its stars ever-
gleaming, its lands ever-verdant, its rivers ever-flowing, its
trees ever-fruitful, its flowers ever-blooming, its bounties ever-
lasting, and its blessings ever-enduring.” The Imam of the
mosque was astounded and said that they had never heard of
such a city with these attributes, and wished they too could
be among its inhabitants. He saw that in his utter simplicity,
the Imam thought such a city actually existed on earth.
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This Imam would frequently visit us. He was a sound indi-
vidual, well-versed in the outward sciences, named ‘Abdu’s-
Salam, and taught at the school of Shaykh ‘Abdu’l-Qadir. It
was arranged for him to meet with the Most Great Branch
morning and evening to discuss scholarly matters. One day he
mentioned that despite thirty years of study and teaching, he
still needed to consult books when questioned, yet this distin-
guished son of Yours expresses points that had never occurred
to my mind. The Blessed Beauty said that the nature of the
Most Great Branch reflected the nature of God, and that with
but slight attention, He could comprehend sciences and arts
that others could not master. Just as the Bab, though having
practiced writing for only a few pages, possessed such sweet
penmanship, and though attending school for just a few days,
had such divine knowledge flow from His blessed heart. Thus it
was that the Most Great Branch, upon merely hearing certain
outward sciences, became such that no scholar had the power
to challenge Him.
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To: Jinab-i-Afnan

As for the instructions that Jinab-i-Ism’ullah Mihdi should
write to them: First, they should cease purchasing for the shop;
second, they should endeavor to sell, even if it be with the as-
sistance of those who peddle goods in the streets and bazaars;
third, they should strive to collect any scattered debts they
may have; fourth, if possible they should auction all the goods
at once, or gradually over a specified period; fifth, they should
not sell on credit, meaning they should not give goods to any-
one to sell later and send the payment - it would be better and
more prudent to sell everything for cash, even if at a small loss.
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2 The statements that flowed from your pen regarding the afore-
mentioned matter, expressing embarrassment and sadness, and
the lack of success in service in that matter, were all presented
at the Most Holy Court. He says, exalted be He: “O My Afnan!
Do not grieve over anything. You have been and will forever
remain under the glance of your Lord’s loving-kindness, as long
as the kingdom of earth and heaven endures. The fragrance
of the love of God that emanates from you cannot be equaled
by anything created on earth. With the utmost assurance and
joy, remain occupied with the remembrance of God. Verily,
He will protect you, assist you, and send down upon you from
the heaven of His bounty whatsoever He desires. He is, verily,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.”

This servant submits that your honor should never be saddened
by these matters, for truly if several times that amount were
at your service and were all lost in transactions, not an atom
would be diminished from your station at the Most Holy Court.
For the Most Pure, Most Luminous, Most Holy gaze has not
been and is not directed to such matters, and losses in trade
and commerce have no bearing on your honor. I hope that that
blessed heart will not be troubled by such matters, although it
is known that your concerns have been for God and in service
to God. However, the service to which God’s gaze is directed
has been and continues to be manifested from you.

Regarding what you wrote about determining the expenses of
travelers, this matter is very difficult as the number of souls
cannot be determined, and the original ruling was what was
submitted. Now, whatever arrangement your honor decides
upon is beloved, and it is certain that it will be acceptable in
God’s sight. After deducting expenses and losses, the remain-
der should be determined for commerce either there, or partly
here and partly there. Whatever is gained should be spent on
the aforementioned matter. This too depends on your opinion
- if you arrange it there, it would certainly be better, as there
is no specific trade in this land.
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To: Aqa Lutfullah, in Nazareth

He is the Expositor, the Speaker, the Proclaimer, the Teacher
between earth and heaven!

Praise be to God Who is singular in His grandeur and great-
ness, and unique in His power and transcendence, Who hath
illumined the horizon of the world with the Day-Star of His
Most Great Name, and adorned all regions with the rays that
have shone forth from the horizon of His Most Exalted Coun-
tenance, and caused the nightingale of eternity to warble upon
the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree, and the dove of glad-
tidings in the midst of the heavens, and the bird of joy in
the Kingdom of Names. By God! The world hath been per-
fumed through the opening of the door of the Desired One,
and the beauty of the Promised One hath appeared with a
sovereignty that hath encompassed the heavens and the earth.
Thus hath the matter been decreed by God, the Almighty, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of what hath been
ordained by the command of thy Lord, the Lord of Names, in
these days wherein the Throne hath been adorned by the es-
tablishment thereon of its Lord, and the world by the advent of
its Creator. Verily thy Lord is the All-Wise, the All-Informed.
Say: We have ordained marriage for him who was in the pres-
ence of the Throne and circled round it for a number of years,
that he may act in accordance with what We have commanded
him in the Most Holy Book, through which the breezes of the
Command have wafted over all who are in the heavens and on
earth.

O Lutfu’llah! Give thanks and praise unto Him Who hath, of
His own accord, given permission for rejoicing on this Day, that
the hearts of His loved ones may be gladdened - they who have
soared in the atmosphere of His nearness and circled round
His throne and spoken His praise and quaffed the choice wine
of certitude from this manifest cup. We beseech God to make
known to thee His grace and to ordain for thee that which shall
profit thee in all the worlds of His worlds. He, verily, is the
Munificent, the Generous. By the life of God! If thou wert
to know and become aware of thy Lord’s favor, thou wouldst
thank Him throughout thy days and make mention of Him
amongst His servants in such wise as to attract the hearts of
the heedless. We make mention in this place of thy father
who emigrated unto God, the Lord of the worlds. We had
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mentioned him before with such mention as caused all things
to tremble and the trees to burst into leaf and the breeze of
God to waft over the lands. Thy Lord is verily the True One,
the Faithful. Blessed is he in that he fulfilled God’s Covenant
and His Testament, and turned with his face toward the face
of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment. He attained the
presence of and heard the voice of the Wronged One in this
mighty Prison. We make mention of him in truth and say:

Blessing be upon thee, O thou who didst believe in God when
most of His servants turned away from Him, and remained
steadfast in His Cause when the feet of them that dwell on
earth did slip, and didst drink the choice wine of certitude
when all in creation were overturned save whom God willed,
the Numberer, the All-Knowing. Thou didst hold fast unto
the cord of steadfastness and cling to the hem of God, the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Praised. Say: Praise be to
Thee, O God of Names and Creator of heaven, for having
caused me to turn unto Thee and to be detached from all
else save Thee, and to attain Thy presence and to hear Thy
most exalted call in Thy Most Great Prison. I beseech Thee
to assist me in all conditions to remember Thee and to praise
Thee and to serve Thy Cause. Thou art, verily, powerful to
do what Thou willest, and Thou art the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting.
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To: Baha’is in Bahramabad

In the Name of the Speaker, the Manifest, before the faces of
the world

A Book sent down by the Ancient King to draw the peoples
near to the Most Exalted Horizon, the Station wherein was
raised the Call of God, the Lord of Lords. O Manifestations of
the Names and their Dawning-Places! Hearken unto the Call
of the Wronged One. Verily it hath been raised in the prison of
‘Akka, and He announceth unto the people the glad-tidings of
God, the Lord of Religions. This is the Day wherein the Proof
hath appeared and the Testament hath been perfected and the
Grace hath been sent down as a bounty from His presence - and
He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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O My loved ones in all lands! Hearken unto the Call of the
Revealer of Verses. Verily He summoneth you unto that which
will draw you nigh unto a station wherein the atoms cry out:
“The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Bounteous!”

O My Most Exalted Pen! Make mention of My loved ones
in Bahram-Abad and give them glad-tidings of My loving-
kindness which hath encompassed the horizons. O loved ones
of God in that place! Rejoice ye that the Countenance of the
Ancient Beauty hath turned toward you from the direction
of His Most Great Prison, and that the Mother Book hath ad-
vanced unto you from this Most Exalted Station and Most Sub-
lime Summit. He maketh mention of you through His verses,
giveth you glad-tidings of the ocean of His bounty, illumineth
you with the lights of His countenance, and teacheth you the
path of God, the Lord of all men. We have been with you and
have heard your mention in remembrance of this Cause when
its light shone forth and before it bowed down all remembrance.
Blessed is the one possessed of vision who hath drawn nigh and
seen, and the one possessed of hearing who hath heard the Call
of God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower. Nothing what-
soever escapeth His knowledge - He heareth and seeth, and He
is the Powerful, the Unconstrained.

Blessed be your tongues for having spoken the truth, and your
ears for having heard the signs of God, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving. By God! The ears were created for these days
wherein the Call of the Intended One hath been raised from the
Most Sublime Station, and eyes were brought forth to behold
the lights in this Day wherein speaketh the Lote-Tree beyond
which there is no passing before the faces of humanity in the
prison of ‘Akka - the Kingdom belongeth unto God, the One
Who causeth the rivers to flow!

Beware lest the happenings of the world or the veils of the na-
tions sadden you. Cast behind you your vain imaginings, turn-
ing unto the horizon from which the lights have shone forth.
Blessed is he who hath cast away what the people possess and
hath taken from the hand of My bounty My Sealed Wine and
hath drunk thereof in My Name, the Self-Subsisting, at Whose
appearance the dawning-places of vain imaginings were thun-
derstruck. Thus hath warbled the Dove of Utterance upon the
branch of clear proof by command of God, the Revealer of
verses.

O Bahram! Blessed be thy land for having been honored by the
footsteps of My loved ones, and thy trees which God hath made
a vista for My chosen ones, and thy houses wherein hath been
raised the call of My sincere ones whom the hosts of opposition
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have not frightened and whom the might of those who denied
this bounty that hath encompassed all created things and this
mercy that hath preceded all who are in the heavens and the
earth hath not weakened. Say: This is a Day wherein the Pen
hath moved by the will of the Ancient King and there hath
appeared what was hidden in knowledge and treasured in the
sanctified repositories of your Lord, the Revealer of mysteries.
Blessed art thou, O thou who art mentioned before the Throne
and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Scriptures and
Tablets. Joy be unto thee for having drunk the choice wine
of utterance from the hands of the bounty of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower.
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The Will of God, like unto a lamp, has illumined the world of
existence. We hope that all may attain to this radiant light,
find their way to the Dawning-Place of verses and the Source
of evidences, and turn towards Him. Verily our Lord is the
Helper, the All-Wise.

2 Mention was made of Jinab-i-Varqa, upon him be the Glory
of God and His loving-kindness. After being submitted to the
Most Holy Court, these manifest verses were revealed - exalted
be His utterance: “O My loved ones in the land of Ta! We
have made Varqa one who makes mention from Our presence,

that he may guide the people to the Straight Path of God.

He attained to recognition in the earliest days, arose to serve
the Cause, and guided the people to this luminous horizon. He
desired naught from My mention save service to the Cause and
the performance of that which won the acceptance of God, the
Lord of the worlds. We beseech God to preserve him through
the hosts of the unseen and guard him by His sovereignty that
overshadows all in the heavens and earth. And We ask Him to
enable him to maintain this glorious and exalted station.”

Furthermore, the Most Holy Tablet specially dedicated to
Jinab-i-Mir Ali Asghar and Jinab-i-Haji Ali Asghar, upon
them be the Glory of God, was revealed and sent. We beseech
God to strengthen them that they may drink from the cups of
bounty the wine of immortality. Verily He is the All-Bountiful,
the Compassionate, the Generous.
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Likewise a Tablet was revealed and sent specially for Jinab-i-
Mashhadi Ali, upon him be the Glory of God. Grace, mercy
and favors have encompassed all. Each of those who have
turned to Him has received their portion and share from the
ocean of His mercy and has taken from the breezes of revela-
tion that which has no peer or likeness. We beseech Him at
all times to increase the recognition, attraction, steadfastness,
trustworthiness, love and kindness of His loved ones, so that
through their influence all the peoples of the world may at-
tain to that which is the greatest means for the order of the
world and the tranquility of nations. Verily our Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous, the Mighty, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

5 To the honored friend Haji Nabil-i-Akbar and likewise Jinab-i-

Mirza Mihdi, upon them both be the Glory of the All-Merciful,
I convey greetings and praise, and I beseech from God on
their behalf that which befits the heaven of His generosity and
bounty. Indeed, that which was mentioned was magnificent re-
garding Jinab-i-Khalil, for he submitted mention of the loved
ones to the Most Holy Court and sought bounty for all. The
door of bounty is open and accessible to all - His is the praise
in all conditions and His the gratitude through the duration
of His earthly and heavenly dominion. Verily He is the Self-
Sufficient, the Most High.

The glory and the remembrance and the praise be upon you
and upon God’s loved ones there who were not prevented by
the clamor of the world from turning to God, the Mighty, the
August, the Praiseworthy.
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He is the Remembering, the Sorrowful One

O Land of Sad (Isfahan), remember what the people did to
the family of the Messenger and what befell the children of the
Chosen One at the hands of thy people. O Land of Sad, the Sun
of Hijaz asks thee about His family, and the Virgin, the Chosen
One, about her sons and daughter. Did the oppressors place
her grave in a dark well, or did they drag her out with ropes
of hatred to another calamity? By the life of the Beloved, the
powers of heaven were shaken by this dire catastrophe! Alas!
Alas! The Luminary of Batha wailed among the Concourse
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on High for what befell His family from the manifestations of

hatred.

O people of Sad! By God, ye have committed that which hath dllg,a 4 u,& Lo (las 5 A sl de

caused the dawning-places of vainglory and the daysprings of
tyranny in all creation to be bewildered. Be fair - by what
proof did ye slay those through whom the Cause of the All-
Merciful was spread in the East and West of the earth? Alas!
Alas! Through you the Ark of the Messenger was broken and
the progeny of the Chosen One were drowned. Through you
joy was transformed into sorrow and darkness encompassed all
in creation, save whom the All-Merciful willed.

O people of Sad! Hearken unto what Muhammad, the Mes-
senger of God, calls out to you from the highest horizon: “O
people of hatred and wickedness! Where is my Hasan who was
aflame with the fire of God’s love in the kingdom of creation
and was adorned with the ornament of faithfulness between
earth and heaven? And where is my Husayn who accepted
no ransom in the path of God, the Lord of all beings? By
My life, O company of evil ones, no excuse or justification re-
mains for you despite My words ‘The righteous are Mine and
the wicked are Mine.! Did ye imagine faith for yourselves and
consider yourselves people of the Furqan? Nay, by the Self of
the All-Merciful! Every learned one who donned the robe of
grace hath wailed at your deeds, and every knower adorned
with justice hath cried out at your actions. The lamentations
of the Concourse on High have risen from your tyranny and
the cry of all things from what your hands have wrought. Ye
read the Qur’an yet deny its Source and He Who revealed it,
and ye acknowledge My Messengership yet slay My children
and turn away from Him Who sent Me. O company of hatred,
ye have bewildered Me - nay, all that was created by the Word
of God, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.

5 O Mariner of the Sea! Where are thy ships? Have they been
broken by the rocks of unbelief and discord? Or have they been
drowned by the winds of oppression and hypocrisy? Or have
they sailed from the cities of bodies to the gardens of spirits?
Or have they migrated from the wilderness of separation and
remoteness to the station of nearness and holiness and reunion?
O Lord of the worlds! By Thy might and sovereignty, I cannot
mention what befell them from the winds of oppression. By
Thy Self, I am ashamed to disclose what I have seen and known.
Thou knowest what I have and I know not what Thou hast,
for Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. But I present a
word to show my submission to Thy binding command and my
adherence to Thy decisive decree: The croaking hath risen for

Lyl O 0K G Olall wLMJ)L,,J\
3 u"")‘ o) 8 U.ﬂ\ (J.e Ola , LgL
e & Sl ST 0B e b5 02,Y1 62
e das &5 s 35 288 5yl
VO & e 1l bl Ol

‘;,e:)\ "T":O‘

dﬂ)ﬁa,;;uu\ﬁwa\ LAl sl L
Teond) 5 1 gl b e Y1 o

3&\¢$JLMOKL§-\HWJ‘
u@‘y‘wéw‘)‘kﬂ:/}‘uw “’{Q‘
3 sl 5 b el e 5 T
LU L (g padd () ST 1) o
LAl gk NIy Ll J2 S B
5 O Y b g 4 oD g

s ¥ OB gl e K 0pd s
o [s35] o 8 b oo £ 8 o)
o _})ufpw che 5 Jad
5 s o QNS o ) 5
A 0515 Sool) i e T2V 2 o
5 @lex 05 5 451 A 5 dool 055
uf;.\eskw\u«‘uyoﬁ; Sl osks
W28 e P b Tl S L S
p5d) rosgl!

) o o n S T Sli o el 23 L
gl sl & cs e pl glatll il
sl Fle e @3l ¢! Sl (@‘
bl e Ol ¢! C\J)‘Y\ Sl dI
dlodl 5 il 5 O3l J1 GLA
5B G Sl 5 Sy W |
Sy W ALl o e 25 Lo 5310
ot S i s b & e o
ﬁ\a\&\,&wb#\‘ﬂ;a“@
LY bl 18 o el S, S

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 84



ot

Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BH02392

the Nightingale hath taken flight. Command belongeth unto
God, the Single One, the All-Informed.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran

He is the Speaking Witness, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

The essence of praise and glorification befitteth the Lord of the
heaven of names, Who hath bestowed true joy upon the peoples
of the realms of knowledge and insight through the sealed wine
and the preserved nectar, and illumined them with the light of
divine unity. Exalted be His dominion and mighty His proof.
There is none other God but Him.

O servant, before named Karim! Upon thee be My glory and
My loving-kindness. Today the Most Sweet Call and the shrill
voice of the Most Exalted Pen are raised from the horizon
of the Prison of ‘Akka. Blessed is he who hath heard and
turned unto it and attained, and woe unto the heedless. Say:
O servants! The wine of utterance of the Lord of Religions hath
another exhilaration and another joy. While time remaineth,
arise to conquer hearts and minds with the hosts of wisdom and
utterance. Verily God will aid you with His sovereignty and
protect you with His hosts and exalt you through His bounty.
Give thanks unto your Lord, for He is the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.

His honor Asad, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness,
mentioned you repeatedly and sent your letter to the Most
Holy Court. We have heard your call and answered you with
a Tablet from whose horizon shineth the light of thy Lord’s
loving-kindness, the Lord of all men. Grieve not over anything.
Trust in God in all matters, the Lord of Lords. He will aid
thee as He aided thee before, and He is the All-Powerful, the
Unconstrained.

Be occupied with service to the Cause at all times. We previ-
ously stated that Peter was a fisherman who became possessed
of divine wisdom. Today that honored one and all the friends
must arise together in complete unity to teach God’s Cause
with wisdom and utterance. Great is the Day and great is the
Cause. We beseech God to assist thee in that which will cause
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its fragrance to endure in the world. Soon shall the world and
all therein perish, and there shall endure for thee what hath
been ordained for thee by the Most Exalted Pen in the Crimson
Book.

Thus have We expounded the verses and sent them down from
the heaven of Will and dispatched them unto thee, that thou
mayest give thanks and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God
of all contingent beings and Goal of all existence! And glory
be unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Attributes, for having
remembered me in Thy Prison and enabled me to turn unto
Thee and face the lights of Thy countenance. I beseech Thee
by Thy Name through which appeared at one time the ocean
of light and at another the mountain of fire, and at times Thou
showest it as a sun and at others as the heaven of grandeur and
power, to grant me success in that which will cause my name
to be exalted among Thy servants and my mention in Thy
lands. O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one turning to the
heaven of Thy riches and the weak one to the horizon of Thy
power. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him of what Thou
hast ordained for Thy chosen ones and trusted ones in Thy
lands. Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Bountiful, the
Ever-Flowing, the Compassionate, the Generous.”
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To: Abu’l-Fada’il Gulpaygani et al., in Russia

He is God, exalted be His glory! Wisdom and utterance.

According to the Command, those beloved ones and chosen
ones must act in whatever way brings joy and gladness to
the designated just government. All must be oriented towards
goodly deeds. Teaching in that land must not extend beyond
Muslims, and even then only if they are from Iran, meaning
subjects of the Iranian government. It must not go beyond
matters of character and that which leads to the elevation and
advancement of stations. In truth, your deeds are the cause of
the awakening of souls. If they are not aware now, they will
surely acknowledge it later.
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Another matter that must be considered is that copies of the
Tablets sent, as well as the letter specifically dispatched to the
maternal uncle, should not go to Iran, for the oppressors of the
world secretly harass the oppressed. They know and recognize
the divines of Iran.

Regarding the matter of oaths - excellent is what you have said
and done. In truth, oaths are not acceptable. That which has
repeatedly been revealed by the Supreme Pen in the Tablets
was intended to exalt the Word, so that it might draw the
attention of the hearer and then convey that which causes el-
evation and ascendancy. Thus did the Tongue of Grandeur
speak before and at this time.

The actions of the glorious government in this matter have been
for the sake of God. For one thousand three hundred years, the
people of Iran have been occupied with cursing certain servants,
reviling some among the people of various lands, and awaiting
the appearance of imaginary forms. And when the Divine Tree
grew and the Light shone forth, they busied themselves with
cutting it down and extinguishing it. This supreme grace was
bestowed upon the glorious government, which has surpassed
the kings of the world in assisting the oppressed. We beseech
God to strengthen it, preserve it, and ordain for it what He
willeth. Verily, He is the Powerful, the Mighty, and worthy to
answer prayers.

Read the sacred Tablet that was revealed in the name of
Husayn and keep it concealed from the people of hypocrisy.
And if a time comes when it is appropriate, with regard to
proving loyalty, mention its contents to those princes who
have specifically manifested assistance and the appearance
of justice and fairness in that land. This is beloved before
God, for it is incumbent upon all to preserve the right of the
Helper and the station of the Trustworthy One, and to show
gratitude. God willing, that which occurred in the beginning
and was hidden in the soil of hearts will, through the waters
of divine will and the rains of the All-Merciful’s grace, bring
forth therefrom refined, wondrous and sublime fruits. The
Command is in the hand of the Planter and the Cultivator,
and He is God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar

He is the Wise Commander

O thou who standeth at the Gate! The All-Bestowing hath
come to convey to the peoples that which will draw them near
to the Lord of all men. Thy letter was received and heard. We
beseech God to assist thee in that which is befitting His days.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.

That which thou didst mention evidenceth love, humility, sub-
missiveness and steadfastness. The honored believer and the
Leaf who attained His presence in the days when the Luminary
of Manifestation shone forth from the horizon of Iraq - praise
be to God - have attained unto that which was recorded and
inscribed by the Supreme Pen in God’s Book. Blessed be they
both! Verily, the Leaf hath drunk from the hand of bounty
the wine of immortality, and for the believer hath been writ-
ten the reward of attainment from the Self-Sufficient, the Most
Exalted.

Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, hath
repeatedly mentioned them in presence and absence. In truth,
the one mentioned hath ever been occupied with the remem-
brance of God’s friends. Blessed is he! Concerning the House,
that which they mentioned diffuseth the fragrances of the love
of God, and these fragrances have not ceased nor will they
cease. However, in previous years another will took precedence
over your will and attained this service. Your House too hath
been adorned with the ornament of acceptance through bound-
less grace and mercy.

The Exalted Herald - may the spirit of all else be sacrificed
for His sake - saith: All is that they might attain unto the
word of contentment. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God,
for having adorned this deed of mine with the ornament of
Thy acceptance and Thy good-pleasure. I beseech Thee to
ordain for me and those with me that which will draw us near
unto Thee in every world of Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

As to Rasul, upon him be My glory and loving-kindness, in
recent years he hath been engaged in service, ever holding fast
to the transcription of verses and the teaching of the Cause.
We beseech God to send down upon his burial place the rains
of His mercy. Verily, He is the Most Merciful of the merciful
ones and the Most Generous of the generous ones. Praise be to
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God, he attained Our presence and dwelt for a time beneath
the canopies of grandeur. We beseech God that He may cause
all those who arose for His sake to serve and arrange his affairs
to attain unto His grace, bounty, glory and generosity.

As for what was mentioned concerning the estate of that de-
parted and elevated one: if there be no heir, it should be given
through consultation to the poor of this party. We convey Our
greetings to all the friends of that land, both men and women,
and We gladden and remind them through the effulgences of
the lights of the Word, the Goal of all the worlds.

The Glory from Us be upon you, O party of God, and His
mercy and His glory and His bounty. The Most Great Branch
will send from His direction the answers to previous petitions.
As commanded, this servant wrote in His presence.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan son of Afnan Kabir

He is the Comforter, the All-Knowing.

O Afnan! At the Throne was read, time and again, that
which thou didst send unto Our name, al-Mahdi, and therefrom
We inhaled the fragrance of sorrows in this affliction, through
which the Temple of Grandeur hath been clothed with the rai-
ment of grief. Verily thy Lord, He indeed is the One Who
remembereth, the All-Knowing. In this most great calamity
hath My Most Exalted Pen lamented, whereunto beareth wit-
ness that which the Creator of heaven hath revealed in His
perspicuous Book. Blessed is he that maketh mention of them
who were martyred in the path of God, whether in former
days or in later times, and in these very days, and reciteth
that which hath been revealed for them from God, the Lord of
all worlds.

O Afnan! The Divine Lote-Tree hath wailed and the Rock hath
cried aloud, yet the ungodly lie fast asleep. Soon shall they be
awakened by the lashes of the wrath of thy Lord. He, in truth,
is the One Who informeth, the All-Knowing.

O Afnan! Although it behoveth every soul that hath quaffed
the choice wine of Divine love to share, in this most great
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calamity and this grievous loss, with the denizens of the Con-
course on high, who are the true companions in bereavement—
for the countenance of the Wronged One is manifest and evi-
dent in the utmost sorrow, as a token of His grace, His faith-
fulness, His mercy, and His loving-kindness; verily He is the
All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days—yet it behoveth thyself
and the other friends of God to be seen in complete submis-
sion and acquiescence, in patience and holy resignation. This
blessed verse hath in these days descended from the heaven of
the Divine Will: “We have adorned Our head with the crown
of forbearance, and Our temple with the armor of patience,
upon this straight Path.” Yet do We beseech God to protect
Us from the wrath of the Forbearing.

5 It was formerly said: “Be thou assured in the bounty of thy

Lord, and be of them that give thanks.” And from the Most
Exalted Pen there hath in these days been revealed that which
betokeneth the loftiness of rank and exaltation of station of the
martyrs. A portion thereof We commanded to be written out
and sent, in thy name, unto Mahdi, that haply ye may attain,
through the reading thereof, unto this grace.

i O Afnan! We offer Our condolences unto you and unto such

as have believed concerning that which befell My Name Ha’,
through whom the horizon of fidelity was illumined, and like-
wise concerning those who were martyred with him in My man-
ifest path. By the life of God! Not a single atom of the deeds
of the ungodly shall be passed over, but thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Omnipotent, shall recompense them therefor. We have,
moreover, aforetime revealed in the Mizan that whereby the
hearts of them that know may be assured. Verily thy Lord is
the sovereign Protector over all things, and with Him is the
knowledge of all things in a Book encompassed by none save
His all-embracing knowledge. Verily the Requiter walketh be-
fore the eyes of men, and the discerning beholdeth and seeth.
He, truly, is the Hearing, the Seeing.

From Me, magnify ye My loved ones who have remained faith-
ful to My Covenant and have held fast to My mighty Cord. The
glory be upon thee, and upon the Afnan, and upon them that
have attained unto the choice wine of My wondrous utterance.
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To: Jamal Burugjirdi

O My Name Jamal, upon thee be My glory! The leaf, thy wife,
hath attained Our presence and been honored with visiting on
behalf of the handmaidens of God who dwell in Hadba. Ask
God, exalted be His glory, to illumine all with the splendors
of the Sun of unity and adorn them with the robe of oneness.
You should give the friends of God the glad tidings of this most
great bounty and supreme favor.

As for the daughter of Rasul, upon him be the glory of God,
We had previously commanded her to patience and forbearance
until her husband’s fate became known. Thus was the matter
ordained by the All-Knowing Ordainer. The husband’s fate
had outwardly been concealed but later it was confirmed that
he had attained martyrdom. Blessed is he and those who have
attained this most exalted station. We send Our greetings to
the daughter and her mother. We testify that she heard My
word and showed patience after My command, and He is the
All-Wise Witness.

Remember her on My behalf and give her the glad tidings
of God’s mercy and grace which have encompassed all in the
heavens and earth. She may choose as she wishes according to
God’s Book, the Lord of the worlds. The law of waiting was
revealed when the husband’s fate was concealed, but after its
discovery to act according to what is revealed in God’s Book
was and is beloved. Praise be to God, through this means she
attained the mention of God, exalted be His glory. Verily He
mentions whom He wishes and ordains for His near servants
the good of the hereafter and this world. He is the Forgiving,
the Generous.

Regarding the daughter of Muhammad-i-Sadiq, upon him be
the glory of God, as commanded the servant in attendance
before the Face has written, you also should write. God willing,
may the men and women of that land succeed in all conditions
in that which is befitting and appropriate. If they act according
to the command, the gates of blessing and joy will be opened
to all. Verily He has power over what He wishes through His
word “Be” and it is.

5 We make mention in this station of him who was named Hasan

who emigrated with Me and give him glad tidings of My re-
membrance of him. And We remember him who was named
Muhammad-Taqi for whom I desired his Lord’s favor, and We
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ask God to forgive him as a grace from Him and remit his sins.
We counsel him in what befits every name that is attributed
to God, the Lord of the seen and unseen.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of mercy
be upon thee and upon God’s servants and handmaidens in
Hadba and Zawra and in the cities of God, the Mighty, the
Loving. And We remember My Name the Oppressed who was
imprisoned in God’s path, then those with him from among
God’s friends, the Lord of what was and what will be.
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He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance!

Praise be to God Who opened the closed doors and guided
His chosen ones and friends, leading them to the straight path
and the mighty announcement. The days which through the
tyranny of the oppressors appeared as darkest night were illu-
mined and made radiant through His special grace and favor.
The mountains of hatred, rancor, envy and corruption proved
no obstacle. The prevention of the preventers, the calumnies
of the calumniators, the turning away of princes and the objec-
tions of divines had no effect. The Hand of Power with celestial
might removed all barriers. Witness to these matters has been
the presence of the new traveler, upon him be my glory and
loving-kindness. Praise be to God, in the days of adversity
he turned to the Dawning-Place of verses and through divine
power and the means of the heavens and earth obtained the
greatest portion and mightiest share from the ocean of attain-
ment and the river of meeting. We beseech God, blessed and ex-
alted be He, to aid him with the hosts of His might and power,
to guard him with the ranks of His dominion and grandeur,
and to ordain for him that which will exalt him among His
servants and benefit him in all the worlds of His worlds. He is
indeed the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

As for what thou didst mention regarding consultation and
movement, whatsoever the Most Great Branch hath approved
is approved. We beseech God to make the outcome blessed
and to adorn it with the glory of His approval and acceptance.
Verily, He is powerful over all things.
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Concerning the turning of Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be
my glory, that too must end in consultation. Verily He hath
sent down consultation and its wisdom in numerous Tablets
and in His Mighty Book.

They mentioned gifts. Let them obtain a copy of the Tablet
of Gifts which was previously revealed concerning Afnan ‘Alj,
upon him be my glory and loving-kindness. The sincere shall
find from it the fragrance of the gift of God, the Lord of the
worlds and the Master of the mighty throne. Whatever is pos-
sible shall also be bestowed. Within His grasp is the control of
all things. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He
pleaseth. He is the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Praised.

; We make mention at the end of the Tablet of Darvish

Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be my glory. Praise be to God,
he is illumined with the light of recognition and is steadfast in
service to the Cause. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be
He, to confirm him in manifesting His Cause throughout the
land and spreading His signs among the servants. They must
make firm the foundation of endeavor and occupy themselves
with conquering hearts and souls through the hosts of wisdom
and utterance. This is a matter which the Commander hath
ordained from the presence of God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

The glory shining forth from the horizon of the heaven of My
Tablet be upon My loved ones there who have taken for them-
selves a station beneath the canopies of the grandeur of God,
the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
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He is the All-Knowing, the All-Bountiful

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God and the God of all that
are in the heavens and on earth! And thanksgiving be unto
Thee, O my Sovereign and the Sovereign of all who are in the
kingdoms of Revelation and creation, for having awakened me
when I was asleep, and raised me up when I was seated, and
caused me to speak when I was silent, and taught me when I
was ignorant, and made me aware when I was heedless. Unto
Thee be glory and bounty, unto Thee be grace, O Lord of earth
and heaven, for having shown me Thy Beauty and caused me

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

a5 gl o

,u\,;ngwm,é\t.\é\&y
dwd%;d&bb@‘&;u@ﬁ‘
\.\9\) ;\G.L.m\uuu\),mu;_u
L»hawf;\e.gb\)\.\cbwf;\e.ﬁ\)
WEJ;\SJfJMLJ;\GAp)
S b skl STy Ty Jadl ST
)y Sl gl STl o2,V
5 Kl 52y Ky b 20 5 SO

93

ot

N

1

5.151,


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v015/?page=171
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v026/?page=173
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/427.pdf#page=54

Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BH02411

to hear Thy verses and made me know the Dawning-Place of
Thy Revelation and the Repository of Thine inspiration, and
guided me to the horizon whence shone forth the Sun of Thy
knowledge and appeared the Manifestation of Thy Cause Who
spoke that which Thou hadst foretold in Thy Books and Thy
Scriptures and Thy Tablets.

O Lord! The poor one hath risen before the ocean of Thy
wealth, and the stranger hath turned toward his most exalted
home in the precincts of Thy great mercy. O Lord! Withhold
not from him the glances of Thy care, and deprive him not of
the heaven of Thy bounty and the sun of Thy bestowals. O
Lord! I have sacrificed in Thy path what Thou didst give me
through Thy bounty, and have spent in Thy love what Thou
didst grant me through Thy grace. I beseech Thee, O Master
of the kingdoms of names and Sovereign of the kingdom of
eternity, to confirm me in sacrificing my spirit in the path of
Thy good-pleasure and love. By Thy glory, O Lord of the world
and Lord of the nations, Who hath appeared with the Most
Great Name! If Thou confirmest me not in this, I will complain
of Thee unto Thee and will cling with the hands of the world
to the hem of Thy generosity, that Thou mayest grant what
I desire through Thy bounty and decree what I have asked
through Thy grace and favor.

O my God and the God of all things, my Purpose and the
Purpose of all things! Verily I am a supplicant who returneth
not disappointed and a seeker who turneth not back dejected.
Thou seest him cleaving to Thy door and knocking upon it,
hoping for Thy ancient bounty and anticipating Thy wondrous
favor.

O Lord! This is a day wherein Thy Cause hath appeared and
Thy sovereignty hath come forth and Thy power hath prevailed
and Thy greatness hath been exalted. Ordain for every one
who hath attained the honor of visiting Thy countenance and
hearing Thy call and entering the luminous spot and the most
exalted Paradise by Thy leave and command, the recompense
of them that have attained.

i O Lord! This is a day wherein I behold that the very essence of

fasting hath fasted out of longing for Thy Cause, having tasted
the sweetness of Thy call which was raised from Thy most ex-
alted station and Thy most resplendent horizon. O Lord! I be-
seech Thee by Thy Self to ordain for every one who hath fasted
that which beseemeth Thy loftiness and Thy bounty and Thy
generosity. Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest,
and verily Thou art the Bestower, the Mighty, the Bountiful.

O Lord! My eagerness hath increased when I heard that Thou
hast named Thyself the Bountiful, and my yearning hath grown
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when I became certain that Thou art indeed the Generous, the
Merciful. I beseech Thee to forgive those who have believed in
Thee and in Thy signs, and to adorn their fathers and mothers
with the ornament of Thy pardon and beneficence. Verily Thou
art the Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Abdul-Husayn Khan
He is the Qayyum after the Qa’im ELZJ\ Ay (-}:Id\ P

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! Upon thee be the Glory of God, the True,
the Manifest King. Hearken unto the Call from the Lote-Tree
beyond which there is no passing, planted by the hand of the
Lord of Names in the Most Exalted Paradise. God! There is
no God but Him, the One Who rules over all who are in the
earth and heaven. Verily He hath come for the salvation of the
world and hath manifested what He desired as a grace from
His presence, and He is the Mighty, the All-Bountiful. We
have sent down the blessing of proof and the table of utterance
from the heaven of grace and bounty. Blessed is he who hath
attained unto them, and woe unto every ungrateful denier.

We have heard thy call and have turned toward thee from the
direction of the Prison, and have revealed for thee that whereby
the Sun of thy Lord’s loving-kindness hath shone forth from
the horizon of the heaven of His Name, the All-Merciful. This
is the Day wherein that which was recorded by the Supreme
Pen in the Scriptures and Tablets hath been made manifest,
and wherein the betrayal of the eyes and the secrets of the
hearts have been unveiled.

Say: Fear God, O peoples of the earth, and deny not that
which hath been sent down from the heaven of the bounty of
your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

5 In the Persian tongue, hearken unto the call of the Wronged
One. This Day is the Day of Resurrection, and all that was
hidden and concealed in hearts and breasts hath been and is
being made manifest. Blessed is the one whom the veils of
names prevented not from the Lord of all beings, and who
hath drunk the choice wine sealed from the hand of divine
grace. Such a one is of the people of Baha and the companions
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of the Crimson Ark which God described in the Qayyumu’l-
Asma’, a command from His presence, and He is the Almighty,
the Unconstrained.

i We beseech God that He may assist thee to serve His Cause

and enable thee to achieve that which will exalt His Word
amongst His servants. Night and day We are occupied with
the remembrance of the Goal of all the worlds, and when the
effulgences of the lights of manifestation and the call of Him
Who spoke on Sinai were raised from the Sinai of knowledge,
all the divines of Persia arose in rejection and denial, and un-
wittingly pronounced judgment against the very Manifestation
Himself, whereat all things raised their lamentations. By the
lights of the Sun of Truth! They perpetrated such an injus-
tice as hath never appeared in the world, and committed that
which causeth the denizens of the Most Exalted Paradise and
the Supreme Heaven to weep and wail, while the perpetrators
remain heedless and veiled. We beseech God to assist thee
that thou mayest arise to help His Cause with wisdom, love
and kindliness. He is the Hearer, the Answerer, and He is the
Single, the One, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon those who have believed in God, the
Lord of this wondrous Day.
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To: Asadullah
He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful f;ﬂ\ saill g

O Asadu’llah! The heart is aflame and the Luminary of the
horizons is saddened by the tyranny of the people of discord
and hypocrisy. By the life of God! They have held a fly up
against the Lord of Lords. Have hearing and consciousness
departed from the world, or have justice and fairness vanished?
One who was unable to speak in the presence of others has,
through his vain imaginings, surpassed the Lord of all beings.
The Kingdom of Utterance is stirred today by the Word of
the All-Merciful, yet the shameless people are afflicted with a
hundred thousand ulterior motives and diseases.
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O thou who hast migrated in My path! Upon thee be My glory.
Hearken unto My call and remind My loved ones on My behalf.

Then make them hear My lamentation, My cry and My appeal
from the prison, because of what hath befallen the Cause of
God through the whisperer who whispereth in the breasts of
men.

Say: O friends! Arise with a mighty resolve and powerful
determination to serve the Cause, and stand firm. Perchance
tyranny, corruption, strife and contention may be eliminated
from the world. Show mercy to yourselves and others, and fix
your gaze solely upon the most exalted horizon. This is the day
of the manifestation of true divine unity. Blessed is the soul
that hath recognized and laid hold on the hem of Him besides
Whom there is none other God. In past ages and centuries
this blessed word hath issued from the tongues of people, yet
they remained heedless of its meaning and reality. In these
days the Sun of unity hath dawned, the ocean of knowledge is
surging, the Point of Truth is manifest, the mystery of existence
is revealed, and the Hidden Lord is seated upon the throne of
manifestation.

Consider this time a precious opportunity and act as behooveth
you. Take what We have commanded you, forsaking what the
people possess. Thus have We commanded you before and
after, and at this moment.

You mentioned Mulla Rida, upon him be the Glory of God.

We heard this. We beseech God to strengthen him in the
greatest steadfastness, in such wise that he may see naught in
the kingdom save the countenance of the Ever-Present Lord,

and may speak naught except this Most Great Announcement.
Permission to turn toward the Desired One hath been granted.

We counsel thee and the people of God, together with the
mentioned handmaiden, to that which hath caused and will
cause the exaltation of the Word. You must pass over the
servants and lands like the breezes of spring, that the flowers
of divine love may spring forth from all gardens. Today the
breezes of the All-Merciful are blowing and the Hidden Mystery
is revealed. Strive that you may succeed in rendering a service
from which the fragrance of eternity may be wafted.

Convey My glory to My loved ones and friends who have not
broken My Covenant and who have drunk the choice wine of
My love through My Name, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth

He is God, exalted is He L, & 9

Praise be to God that through the outpourings of the cloud of
divine mercy and the effusions of the clouds of eternal grace,
they are verdant, flourishing, joyous and delighted in the gar-
dens of love and good-pleasure. They have ever been and con-
tinue to be under the glances of His unfailing grace and the
dawning rays of the Sun of bounty, adorned and honored with
the crown of divine favors. We beseech Him, exalted is He, to
cause the breezes of His generosity and the winds of His grace
and bestowals to waft upon you at all times from the Sheba of
His bounty, and from the heaven of His glory to shed upon you
the lights of His gifts and favors. Verily He is the All-Bountiful,
the Bestower, the Mighty, the Generous.

And now, a few days ago your esteemed letter, from which
wafted the fragrance of divine love and affection, arrived and
what you sent was received. Since it was intended that some
work should be sent for the honored lady, the reply was some-
what delayed outwardly, for praise be to God, through His
grace and favor you have been and continue to be mentioned
in all nights and days in the Most Luminous Presence. Two
most pure garments of the Twin Resplendent Lights - may my
spirit and the spirit of all the worlds be sacrificed for them -
were sent specifically to comfort the heart of the honored lady,
along with one tailored harkay garment for Inayatu’llah, Hi-
batu’llah, Vaffagahu’llah and Ayyadahu’llah, and thirty-seven
pieces of almond candy. We beseech God to grant you its inner
sweetness just as He has granted you its outer sweetness.

Furthermore, convey pure greetings and radiant salutations
to that honored beloved, namely the esteemed Khalil - upon
him be 966 [Baha'u’llah], Lord of nations. His mention has
ever been and continues to be in heart and tongue and has
never been effaced for a moment. Praise be to God that they
have attained to His love, are manifest through His Name and
are speaking His praise. Likewise convey pure greetings and
boundless salutations to that spiritual father, namely this ser-
vant’s true dear father, and to Aqa ‘Abdu’r-Rahim and Aqa
Asadu’llah - upon each one of them be the grace and mercy
of God. And likewise remember the female believers and Aqa
‘Abdu’s-Samad and the children with goodly mention from this
servant. Mention to the esteemed Khalil: May God protect us
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and you and then the company of those who drink this ac-
cursed tea! In truth if one dirham of it were to be sprinkled
over all of China it would transform all of it. The tea that was
first sent by that honored one bore no resemblance or relation
whatsoever. Surely that beloved one has also partaken of it
himself. May mercy be upon you, O people of the pavilion
of glorification, one and all are remembered. The basket and
handkerchief were sent.
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To: Abu’l-Fadail Gulpaygani
In the name of the All-Knowing, the Peerless One! & sbils Vl:f

O Abu’l-Fadl, upon thee be My glory! God is aware and
the sun and moon bear witness that the King Who doeth
what He willeth and the Sovereign Who ordaineth what He
pleaseth, in days when the foundations of the world trembled
from the onslaught of tyranny and the pillars of justice and
equity were shaken, summoned all, without veil or hindrance,
to God, exalted be His glory. However, the deeds of the di-
vines of Iran prevented and deprived them from the horizon
of the All-Merciful, and the rejection by the ignorant divines
became the cause and reason for the rejection of the people of
that land.

Say: My God, my God! I beseech Thee by the exaltation of
Thy Most Great Word and the power of Thy Most Exalted
Pen, and by the earth honored by Thy footsteps, and by the
trees over which passed the breezes of Thy Revelation, and by
the springs that flowed before Thy face, and by the mountains
that attained the fragrance of reunion with Thee, and by the
tabernacles of Thy glory raised by Thy command for Thyself,
to assist Thy servants to return unto Thee and to repent before
the door of Thy grace, and to that which will benefit them
and elevate their stations. Verily Thou art the Bestower in the
beginning and in the end.

O Abu’l-Fadl! Ali Haydar, upon him be My glory, forwarded
thy letters to the Most Holy Court, and each attained the honor
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of being heard, and from their words wafted the fragrance of
the love of the Beloved of the worlds. Praise be to God, thou
art confirmed and successful in serving the Cause in the days
of God. Blessed are they whom the veils of idle fancies have
not deprived of the ocean of light.

Make thou the Persians aware of the endless bounties of the
one true God. Say: That which was hidden hath been revealed.
Today the trees are singing, the fruits are manifest, and the
signs are evident. This is the day of joy and gladness. Ye
must cleanse yourselves from the darkness of earth that ye
may attain unto everlasting light.

; O Abu’l-Fadl! The All-Bountiful Lord hath been and is with

thee. This is that Word which the near ones and the sincere
ones have longed to hear. Give thanks unto God for this great
favor and say: Praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in
the heavens and on earth. Convey My greetings to the people
of God. Today the Book hath attained unto its home, and
Sinai unto He Who conversed upon it, and the Tree unto its
Caller. The people of God must be set ablaze with the light
of manifestation and the fire of the Tree - a blaze that will
set the world aflame. Say: This is the day of deeds. Strive
ye, that there may appear from you that which shall endure
throughout the kingdom of earth and heaven.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon them that hearken unto thy words
concerning the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)

In the Name of the Beloved, exalted be His Name and elevated
be His station!

Praise be to the Lord of all creation and the King of all realms,
Who caused to flow from the outpourings of His Command-
bestowing Pen the rivers of eternal life and the everlasting
Kawthar of immortality amongst humanity. And He made the
holy souls and the abstracted temples from among His loved
ones to be the source, place and channel of this universal divine
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outpouring amidst creation. Through them is the existence
given to drink what descends from the clouds of grace and
bounty, and through them is adorned the preamble of the Book
of Creation and embellished the Kingdom of Heaven with the
lights of God, the Lord of the Throne and earth. Through
the warmth of their love and the delicacy of their spirit and
the sign of their tranquility and steadfastness in God’s Cause
have grown from the soil of hearts the plants of knowledge and
wisdom, and the trees of understanding have been raised in
the paradise of human realities. Blessed be the All-Merciful
for having manifested from His wondrous craftsmanship and
His mighty innovation a noble person whom He named with
this name before His glorious throne, and filled his heart with
the jewels of His love and his inner heart with the pearls of
His knowledge, and caused his tongue to speak with wondrous
utterance in remembrance of His mighty and bountiful Self.

The letter of that soul-friend who, like a spiritual bird soar-
ing in the heaven of inner meanings and singing with vari-
ous melodies in the branches of remembrance and utterance,
stirred this evanescent temple and drew it with the right hand
of attraction and rapture, and gave it to drink from the pure
water of enduring love which, through divine confirmations,
was flowing in the rivers of words. Therefore I said: “Praise be
to God for having assisted His loved ones in that which causes
the lights of the morn to shine and the fragrance of musk to
waft [among] the near ones.”

The supplication which was previously submitted was read be-
fore the Face. After the Most Pure Hearing listened and hear-
kened, these gracious words were revealed: “O Nabil-i-Qabli-
‘Ali! We have heard your call. Excellent is that which you
have supplicated from God, the Goal of the worlds. It was
read before the Throne and We found from it the fragrance
of sincerity and devotion and your turning to the Purifier of
the world. Blessed art thou for having moved thy tongue in re-
membrance of God and adorned thy heart with the ornament
of His love and thy breast with His shining, radiant lights. We
beseech God to confirm thee in that whereon thou art and to
grant thee at all times that which descendeth from the heaven
of wisdom and utterance. Verily He is the Forgiving, the Gen-
erous.”

5 The Most Great Branch and the Greater Branch, may the
spirit of the worlds be a sacrifice unto them both, remember
that honored one with the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious
remembrance and with mighty, sublime greetings. The Glory
be upon thee, then remembrance and praise be upon thee.
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The servant of God 3 Jumada ath-Thani

GBIl ¥ faspe [A1] 1l 6

AYBY.169b

BH11730

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad

In the name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Holy!

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Him Whom
Thou hast manifested and made His Revelation the very Reve-
lation of Thyself, and His concealment the very concealment of
Thyself; and through His primacy Thou hast confirmed Thine
own primacy, and through His finality Thou hast established
Thine own finality; and through His power and dominion every
possessor of power hath testified to Thy power, and through
His grandeur every possessor of grandeur hath testified to Thy
grandeur and Thy majesty; and through His self-subsistence
Thy self-subsistence and all-encompassing nature have become
known; and through His Will Thy Will hath been manifested;
and through His countenance Thy Face hath shone forth; and
through His command Thy Command hath become manifest;
and through His signs the horizons have been filled with the
wondrous signs of Thy sovereignty, and the heaven with the
revelations of the glory of Thy unity, and the seas with the
pearls of the sanctity of Thy knowledge and wisdom; and the
trees have been adorned with the fruits of Thy knowledge;
and through Him all things have glorified Thee, and all things
have turned toward the court of Thy mercy, and all faces have
turned to the splendors of the light of Thy countenance, and
all souls to the manifestations of the glory of Thy oneness.

How transcendent is Thy power, how transcendent Thy
sovereignty, how transcendent Thy might, how transcendent
Thy greatness, how transcendent Thy majesty which was man-
ifested through Him and which Thou didst bestow upon Him
through Thy bounty and generosity! I testify, O my God, that
through Him Thy most great signs appeared and Thy mercy
preceded all things. Were it not for Him, the Dove would not
have cooed, nor would the Nightingale of Praise have warbled
in the heaven of destiny. And I testify that with the first word
that proceeded from His mouth and the first call that was
raised by Him through Thy Will and Purpose, all things were
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transformed—the heaven and all that is therein, and the earth
and all that is thereon. Through it the realities of existence
were transformed, separated, divided, distinguished, joined
together and unified. Through it appeared the creative words
in the world of dominion and kingdom, and the manifestations
of unity in the world of might, and the signs of oneness in the
realm of divinity. Through that call the servants were given
the glad-tidings of Thy most great Revelation and Thy most
perfect Command.

When He appeared, the nations were thrown into confusion,
upheaval appeared in earth and heaven, the pillars of all things
were shaken. Through Him appeared the great tribulation and
the Most Great Word was differentiated, whereby appeared the
distinction between every atom of all created things. Through
it was the Fire kindled and Paradise made manifest. Blessed
is he who hath turned unto Thee, and woe unto him who hath
turned away from Thee and denied Thee and Thy signs in this
Revelation wherein the faces of the idolaters were darkened
and the faces of the sincere were illumined.

5 I beseech Thee, O my God, by this Revelation, to ordain for
us the good of this world and the world to come, and to send
down upon us from the heaven of Thy bounty that which will
render us independent of all except Thee and detached from all
save Thyself, holding fast unto the cord of Thy loving care and
clinging to the hem of Thy tender mercies. There is no God
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the All-Merciful.
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He is the Almighty! a2 e

> O thou who dwellest in the precincts of thy Lord’s mercy! We
have seen thy letter and read what was therein. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Seeing Witness.

As for what thou didst ask regarding him who turned away
from God - verily We concealed thereby the source and origin

of the matter, as a wisdom from Us, and He is the All-Wise.

He is mentioned as the Mirror in the language of the people,
and this is a name that applies to all things. Verily thy Lord
hath ever been sanctified above this name and its like and
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what transcendeth it, as every person of illumined vision doth
testify. Should anyone discover the interpretations of My Book
and the allusions of My words, he would bear witness that from
the beginning of the Cause I made mention of him according to
his station and rank, but the people are in manifest ignorance.

Today, should any soul reflect even slightly and be fair-minded,
he will surely distinguish truth from falsehood and comprehend
it. The light of the sun cannot be confused with darkness. The
point is that he was mentioned by the name of Mirror, but
those who have denied God and His verses in this Revelation
utter words at every moment and speak according to their vain
imaginings.

The person of insight and knowledge speaketh not through im-
itation but rather through investigation which surrounds him.
Before the Revelation, every soul was firm in his belief in the
Point of the Bayan and ascended. He is reckoned with God
as being immersed in the ocean of mercy. Whatever skilled
physicians and surgeons do regarding a patient is valid and
executable, but they must be adorned with the ornament of
justice. If they know the truth, this is assuredly preferable
and more beloved.

Question: If one of the followers of the Calf, meaning one of
the friends of him who turned away from God, should utter
unseemly words about the Branches, and it be possible to bring
him to justice in such a way that no harm would come to the
Divine Cause - is this permitted or not?

Answer: This is absolutely not permitted. In all scriptures,
books and tablets this reprehensible act, which is killing, has
been strictly forbidden in the Book. Blessed is he who heareth!
Woe to the heedless! Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!

As for the final matter mentioned regarding the betrayal by one
whom you had trusted with your family - this matter and its
ruling depend on its manifestation in the visible world. O thou
who hast turned to God! Today the bird of justice is caught
in the talons of oppression. The dark clouds have prevented
its light from shining. If the people of the world become ready
and capable of receiving this most great bounty and supreme
gift, in that very moment the lights of the Sun of Justice will
shine forth from behind the veil of clouds, and the darkness of
oppression by treacherous souls will return to nothingness, like
a shadow when the sun shines forth. The glory be upon thee.

COC#1014x
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He is God, exalted be His glory, His is all grandeur and majesty

All glory and praise and might and grandeur and loftiness and
sublimity and transcendence belong to God, the Possessor of
all names and Creator of earth and heaven, and to His chosen
ones and trustees and friends whom He has singled out for
Himself and elected for His days and chosen for the service of
His Cause and the exaltation of His remembrance among His
creatures. There is no God but Him, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Beautiful.

And then, may my spirit be a sacrifice for your honor. Your
esteemed letter arrived and this evanescent servant was blessed
with it. After visiting, reading and learning its contents, it
attained the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence and all of it
was presented.

Regarding the letter of the beloved Muhammad Mustafa, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory, and what he mentioned about
the Khan, it was presented. He said: “We beseech God to for-
give him and remit his sins and ordain for him what will benefit
him.” Ten majidis were allocated to be given, and afterwards,
for as long as they are occupied with treatment, one quarter
majidi should be given daily to his family, and from the time
this letter arrives, give them for one full month.

And regarding what you had written about some old belong-
ings of the departed Aga Muhammad Hadi being given to
Mulla Muhammad Ali, and one majidi being given as payment
- the command is that Mulla Muhammad Ali should deliver
that one majidi to the heirs of the departed one, and in ex-
change one majidi will be given here to the aforementioned
gentleman.

i Furthermore, the skullcap and letter addressed to Haji Siyyid

Javad, upon him be the glory of God, arrived. And regarding
what you had written about the tea that was sent causing
embarrassment to that beloved one - that honor should never
have any thought about such matters that might cause the
slightest sadness to the heart, for it has been and is very clear
that that honor exercises the utmost care and consideration in
all related matters, and desires that whatever is most exalted
and glorious of everything should be present, and none who
looks with the eye of justice can deny this. This evanescent
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one’s submission was entirely about the tea itself, that it is of
this kind.

And regarding what you had written about relief from outward
impurity, it was presented. He said: “Now they are involved;
God willing, they will gradually be freed.” In conclusion, upon
you be the glory of God and His remembrance and praise at
all times, before all times and after all times. And praise be
to the Lord of the Day of Judgment.

The servant
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To: Jalal
He is the Answerer from His Most Exalted Horizon éc;\/\ v N NE Y[

Praise be to God Who assisted His servants to turn unto
Him on a day wherein most of His creation turned away, and
united the hearts of His loved ones through one of His names,
and revealed unto them what was hidden in His knowledge,
and taught them His straight and manifest path. O thou
who gazest upon the Face! Thy letter hath come before the
Wronged One and attained the honor of being heard, as a
We have answered thee with a
Tablet that calleth out with the most exalted call, saying:

favor from Him unto thee.

O peoples of the earth! He hath come, Whose advent was
heralded in God’s Books, from the Self-Subsisting unto the
Most Great Name. We beseech God to assist all to draw nigh
unto Him. He, verily, is the One Who doeth what He willeth
through His word “Be” and it is. We rejoiced to find in thy
letter the fragrance of thy love and thy turning unto Him, and
thy humility and submissiveness before God, the Lord of the
Throne and of the dust, and the Master of this Day. Say: Glory
be to Thee, O my God and the God of earth and heaven, my
Lord and the Lord of the Kingdom of Names! T praise Thee
and thank Thee for having guided me to Thy path and caused
me to recognize the Dayspring of Thy signs in Thy days.

I beseech Thee, O Bestower of bounties and Creator of nations,
by Thy Most Great Name through Whose revelation the Names
were thunderstruck and the people of the kingdom of creation
were shaken, except such as were seized by the hand of Thy
grace and delivered through Thy bounty and generosity from
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the clay of idle fancies - O Lord! Thou seest that I have turned
unto Thee and placed my trust in Thee. I beseech Thee to
make me one of them that stand firm in the service of Thy
Cause and to enable me to perform such deeds as may be
adorned with the glory of Thy acceptance. Then ordain for me,
O God of all beings and Educator of all created things, that
which shall accompany me in every world of Thy worlds and
preserve me from the evil of Thine enemies who have violated
Thy Covenant and Testament, who have disputed Thy signs
and warred against Thy Self. Enable me in all conditions to
remember Thee, to glorify Thee and to serve Thy Cause. Thou
art, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O Jalal! Thy name hath come before the Wronged One and
the glances of the loving-kindness of thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
have been directed towards thee. We beseech Him, exalted be
He, to make thee illumined with the light of His Cause and
adorned with steadfastness in all conditions. He, verily, is the
Self-Sufficient, the Most Exalted.

O ‘Ata’u’llah! Thou art in the House while the Wronged One
remembereth thee in His Most Great Prison and prayeth God
to ordain for thee that which beseemeth the heaven of His grace
and the sun of His bounty. He, verily, is the Ever-Forgiving,
the Merciful.

At the end of My Tablet I make mention of My handmaidens
and My leaves, and give them the glad-tidings of God’s grace
and mercy and of His remembrance and His signs which have
been revealed at this time from My perspicuous Pen. The glory
be upon you all from God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar

In My Name that overshadoweth all names!

O son of Abhar! He Who is the Lord of Destiny makes men-
tion of thee from this spot whose every atom and every cre-
ated thing proclaims: The Promise hath been fulfilled and the
Promised One hath come from the heaven of the Divine Com-
mand with the standards of His signs.

Forget not My favor unto thee and My loving-kindness towards
thee when thou wert present before My face and We caused
thee to hear My sweetest call whereby all created things were
attracted. Rejoice in that We have answered thy prayer and
supplication and forgiven those for whom thou didst seek for-
giveness from the ocean of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing. We have indeed cleansed them of transgression
as a bounty from Our presence. Verily thy Lord’s mercy hath
preceded and His loving-kindness hath encompassed all who
are in earth and heaven.

Be thou turned toward the Face and draw nigh unto Him,
speaking His praise and arising to serve His Cause, remem-
bering what We showed thee in the Prison in the most ex-
alted station. We have permitted those whose presence thou
didst desire before the Prisoner, and We counsel them to ob-
serve wisdom lest their departure raise the clamor of those who
have denied God, the Lord of all mankind. Say: O people of
Baha! Take ye wisdom from Us and transgress not beyond it.
Thus have We commanded you in the Scriptures and Tablets.
We have accepted thy presence and thy visitation on behalf of
God’s loved ones and companions. Blessed is the servant who
hath attained unto My verses and found the fragrance of My
robe and arose to serve My Cause whereby feet have slipped.

5 Say: O peoples of the earth! Do what ye have been commanded

in the Book of God, the Lord of all men. Beware lest anything
prevent you or the hosts of those who have turned away from
God frighten you when He came with the hosts of revelation
in the final return.

i O son of Abhar! Pass through the lands like the breezes of

dawn that all who are receptive may find from thee the fra-
grance of thy Lord’s mercy, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
Convey My greetings to the faces of My loved ones and friends.
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Say: O party of God! The clamor hath been raised in all
regions. This is what We foretold you when Zawra was the
seat of the throne of your Lord, the All-Merciful, and in the
Land of Mystery and in this spot which God hath made the
point of circumambulation of the righteous. Beware lest the
doubts of the divines or the intimations of the jurisprudents
prevent you, or the might of those who were heedless of God
frighten you when He came with power and dominion.

The splendor [of Baha] hath shone forth from the horizon of
the heaven of My mercy upon My loved ones and friends who
were not held back from the Truth by the affairs of creation.
They arose and said: “God is our Lord and the Lord of the
Throne and earth, and the Lord of the hereafter and of former
times. He is indeed the Lord of all names and Creator of the
heavens. There is none other God but He, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving.”
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He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Glorious Horizon.

O my leaf! Hearken unto My call from the precincts of My
prison, for verily it will draw thee nigh unto God, the Lord of
the Mighty Throne. We testify that thou hast attained unto
the presence of God and stood before His countenance and
heard that which was uttered [by the Wronged One] concerning
His Great Announcement. Praise be to God that thou didst
turn toward the prison in days when the fire of rejection was
ablaze in all directions, and thou didst partake of the choice
sealed wine from the hand of the Self-Subsisting at a time
when most of the men of earth were observed to be bewildered
and perplexed in the wilderness of remoteness. Know thou the
value of this most great favor. He confirmed thee and guided
thee to the shore of the ocean of His bounty.

Convey My greetings to the handmaidens in those regions. We
beseech God to aid all to that which will guide the handmaid-
ens of the earth, and give thou glad-tidings to each of them
of God’s bounty and grace, exalted be His glory. All have
been and are mentioned in the Most Holy Court. How excel-
lent is the state of those handmaidens whom the doubts and
intimations of the barking ones and the transgressors, and the
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oppression of the tyrannical, did not withhold from the Mani-
fest Truth. These are the dwellers of the most exalted Paradise
and the countenances of the most high Heaven. How many are
the claimants to knowledge, grace, mystical insight and certi-
tude who today are not and were not mentioned before the
Throne, and how many are the souls who had no access to any
gathering, yet attained to the hearing of the call and became
joined to the Truth.

O my leaf, say:"My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having
given me to drink from the cup of Thy love and the Kawthar of
meeting Thee, and for having honored me with attaining Thy
presence and causing me to hear Thy call. T beseech Thee by
Thy Most Great Book and Thy Most Ancient Light to ordain
for each one of Thy handmaidens the reward of meeting Thee
and standing before Thy face. O my Lord! Disappoint them
not of the ocean of Thy bounty, nor of the Kawthar of reunion
with Thee, nor of the fragrances of nearness in Thy days, nor
of the sweet-scented breezes of utterance at the dawning of
the lights of the sun of Thy countenance. Thou seest, O my
God, Thy handmaidens and leaves turning toward the lights
of Thy face, dawning from the horizon of the heaven of Thy
love, holding fast to the cord of Thy favors and clinging to the
hem of the robe of Thy mercy. Ordain for them, O my God,
through Thy generosity, that which will cause the fragrance
of Thy sanctity and detachment to be diffused through them.
Verily, Thou art the One with power over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Generous.”

5 O my handmaiden! We give thee yet another glad-tiding, and
that is thy name which hath been sent down from the heaven
of thy Lord’s favor, and We have named thee “Mardiyyih” in
the Tablet Verily thy Lord is...
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To: Agqa Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth

He is God, exalted be His glory, His majesty, His holiness and
His splendor

Praise sanctified from mention and utterance befits and is wor-
thy of the peerless Beloved Who, with a single breath from
the Most Exalted Pen, adorned sheer nothingness with the
garment of existence, and after bringing into being and mani-
festing all contingent things and created beings, set apart man
for Himself, breathed His spirit into him, and deposited within
him the gems of His mysteries and the wonders of His lights.
Blessed is he who has arisen and continues to arise through the
Spirit of God, and remains steadfast in His Cause, His love, His
remembrance and what He has commanded in His Book, and
preserves what he has been given from his Lord, the Mighty,
the Ancient.

And further: your letter arrived and from it was inhaled the
fragrance of love and affection, which has been the primary
cause for the creation and appearance of all things. Blessed art
thou, O beloved, in that thou hast attained unto that which
is beloved of the hearts of them that are nigh, and the object
of desire of the hearts of them that are sincere and devoted.
I presented before the pavilion of grandeur mention of your
praise and glorification and that of your family. All convey
mention and glory to you and your family. Praise be to God
that most times mention of you has been made outwardly and
the Sun of special favor has dawned. After your letter reached
this servant, it was presented before the Most Holy, Most Fx-
alted Presence. After submitting mention of you repeatedly,
He expressed His favor, saying “Blessed art thou, again blessed
art thou.” Convey on behalf of this servant greetings and glori-
fication to the true friends, namely Aga Ghulam-‘Ali and Aga
Ghulam-Husayn and Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar and Aqga Lutfu’llah, upon
them be the glory of God, and to whomever thou findest de-
voted to assisting the Beloved. And likewise remember the
family with most wondrous mention.

Glory be upon thee and upon them. I convey special greetings
and salutations to ‘Inayatu’llah. God willing, through divine
favor they shall grow up and attain to lofty stations. Every
great one was small before the manifestation of His grandeur,
except these little ones who are great in the divine Kingdom
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and whose station is mighty, to such a degree that the Pen of
Command and Decree is raised on their behalf.

He is God.

i As commanded, you should come and bring ‘Inayatu’llah’s

mother. Peace be upon you and God’s mercy and His favor.
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Lawh-i-Kimiya 3
To: Ali Akbar

He is the All-Knowing Expositor.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! The servant in attendance here presented
thy letter and laid it before the Most Sublime Vision. It be-
came known that thou art [distressed] over the non-appearance
of imagined matters and [thinkest] that divine assistance is
through gold and the exaltation of the Word is through silver.
God forbid!

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! Thou art among those souls who have
dwelt for years beneath the shade of the Lote-Tree, and after
the intoxication of things and the thunderstruck state of most
people, thou didst turn thy face toward the Countenance and
didst bear hardships in the path of God. All these matters
have been revealed and sent down from the Most Exalted Pen
in the Book of Names. I swear by the Sun of the horizon of
Divine Glory that the treasures of the first and the last, and
whatsoever existed in and is now visible upon the earth, cannot
equal these aforementioned stations. Preserve this station. Let
not ugliness seize this good name. This hath ever been and
shall ever be acceptable in the sight of those who possess the
Most Great Elixir.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! The Most Great Elixir hath been the
Word of Truth, which the Hand of Power hath manifested from
the Hidden Mine through the Hidden Name. Nurture it in the
retort of the heart with the fire of love, and after its effect
appeareth in all the pillars, if but an atom thereof be bestowed
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upon the people of the world, thou shalt behold all the copper
of existence transformed into pure gold. This is the Most Great
Elixir, with whose mention the Pen of the Ancient of Days hath
been and is occupied.

O ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar! From thy words, constriction of breast
and heart was observed - that is, they indicated thy grief and
distress. This is most strange. This was and is certainly not be-
fitting thy station. Thy heart must be illumined by the Name
of Truth and thy breast must appear more vast than the king-
dom. This beseemeth thee and those souls who have, in the
path of God, drunk from the cup of hardship and tribulation.
Water at all times the tree of hope with the water of divine
bounty, that it may remain verdant and flourishing and its ef-
fect may become manifest in creation. This is the counsel of
the Wronged One, the advice of the Wronged One, and the ut-
terance of the Wronged One. God willing, thou art accounted
among those who hearken in His presence. Blessed art thou,
and those with thee, and those who have believed in God, the
Lord of the worlds.

We make mention of thy wife who was enkindled with the fire
of love and affection.
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To: Aqa Shahzadih, in Tihran

He is the Manifest, the Speaking, the Compassionate, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise

O My leaf and My handmaiden! Upon thee be My glory!
Praise be to God that thou hast been illumined by the lights
of the Manifestation of Him Who conversed with the Burn-
ing Bush. All the handmaidens of the earth, be they queens
or princesses or others, would sacrifice their all to hear the
blessed word “O My handmaiden,” yet in this age of Divine
Manifestation and diffusion of the fragrances of Divine Revela-
tion, all were deprived save a few. Give thanks to the Purpose
of all worlds that thou hast attained this most great bounty
and supreme station.
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What is now necessary and obligatory is to preserve this sta-
tion, by this Name through which the Trumpet was sounded,
the treasures were revealed, souls were thunderstruck, and that
which was hidden and treasured from all eternity was man-
ifested. This is the day of sight and hearing, yet most are
heedless and veiled. The travelers who left their earthly home-
land seeking the divine true homeland attained to presence,
hearing and witnessing.

And Ruhu’llah, upon him be the glory of God, repeatedly men-
tioned you in the Most Holy Court and beseeched from the
Truth that which would forever remain immortalized in the
book of the world. Therefore these hidden pearls and trea-
sured gems which were in the ocean of the utterance of the
Purpose of the worlds have been revealed and sent that thou
mayest attain unto them. Were all the peoples of the world to
sanctify their ears from doubts and allusions and tales of the
people and attain to hearing this supreme Word which hath
been mentioned, all would hasten body and soul to the Most
Exalted Horizon and the prison of Akka.

5 We make mention at this moment of My loved ones who at-

tained the presence of My countenance and were blessed with
what was revealed in My perspicuous Book. Thou art men-
tioned before the Face and art the recipient of special favors.
His honor Varqa, upon him be My glory, mentioned most of
them and requested a word from the Mother Book for each one.
We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to aid all to do
what He loveth and is pleased with, and to make mention of
His male and female servants through the Pen of Grace with
what beseemeth His generosity, bounty and bestowal. Verily
He is the Hearing, the Responding One.

We promised Ruhu’llah this wondrous and mighty Tablet.
Say: Praise be unto Thee O my God for having fulfilled Thy
Covenant and accomplished Thy Promise. Thy handmaiden
testifieth to Thy grace, Thy loving-kindness, Thy generosity
and Thy bestowal. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
Noble. There is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.
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To: Aqa Shaykh Ghulam-Ali

In the Name of God, the All-Knowing bl Wolus VL'”'

O Ghulam! Upon thee be My glory! Hearken unto My call, for
verily it will draw thee nigh unto the One, the All-Informed.
This Day hath another station and another significance, inas-
much as the Concourse on High and the dwellers of the Most
Exalted Paradise have ever awaited, lest they be deprived of
the outpourings of the True Bestower in the Divine Day. On
this blessed Day there hath appeared that which had been hid-
den from all eyes and sight. Today mercy hath preceded all
else and the divine bounty hath encompassed all, such that
there hath been revealed for every soul among those who have
turned towards Him that which the servants are powerless to
comprehend.

Say: O servants of God! He hath come with the knowledge of
“He doeth what He willeth.” Should He prefer an atom to the
sun, or a drop to the ocean, all must accept it, for none knoweth
the requirements of divine wisdom. Today the servants must
bear witness to the sovereignty of God, glorified be His majesty,
and submit to whatsoever hath been revealed and recorded by
the Supreme Pen, which is the Self of Truth. The Exalted One
hath said: “The entire Bayan is but a leaf among the leaves of
His Paradise. Should He accept it, verily He is to be praised
in His deed, and should He reject it, verily He is to be obeyed
in His command.” Whosoever holdeth fast to that which hath
been mentioned shall be preserved from the terror of the Most
Great Day.

Say: O servants! Know ye the value of these days and deprive
not yourselves of the outpourings of the Most Great Name. Fix
your gaze upon the divine signs that perchance ye may drink
from the cup of utterance of the Goal of all existence that
which bestoweth eternal life and everlasting existence. Praise
be to the Lord of existence and the Sovereign of the seen and
the unseen, Who hath mentioned thee through His supreme
grace - a mention that is eternal and everlasting. If thou hast
attained unto this Tablet and drunk the choice wine of proof
from the wellspring of its words, enlighten the people and send
a copy of this most mighty, most holy Tablet to the friends
of God, that they may drink of the Kawthar of utterance and
receive their portion from the choice wine of grace.
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5 O Shaykh! Hearken with the ear of thy heart to the call of the
Wronged One, and arise to reform the world - an arising that
no hindrance in the world can prevent or influence. This is
the call of the Peerless Friend that hath been raised from the
prison of ‘Akka. Blessed are they that turn towards Him, and
blessed are they that drink! Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.
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He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Say: O my God, my God! I am Thy servant and the son of
Thy servant. I acknowledge the oneness of Thy Being, that
Thou art without peer or equal, and that Thou art God; there
is none other God but Thee. Thou hast ever been seated upon
the throne of Thy grandeur and glory. I beseech Thee by Thy
Will that hath encompassed all created things, by Thy Purpose
that hath prevailed over all creation, by the effulgent rays of
Thy grace’s sun, and by the pearls concealed within Thy knowl-
edge’s ocean, to adorn my head with the crown of detachment,
my temple with the robe of godliness, my tongue with Thy re-
membrance, my heart with Thy love, my eyes with the vision
of Thine exalted horizon, and my ears with hearkening to the
rustling of Thy Most Luminous Pen.

Alas, alas, O Lord of all beings and King of earth and heaven,
for my heedlessness and hesitation! Thou art He Who remem-
bered me when I was silent in Thy remembrance, and turned
toward me from the direction of the prison when I was occupied
with other than Thee. I beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the
Goal of all nations and Who hast been made manifest through
the Most Great Name, to make me a banner of Thy remem-
brance amidst Thy servants and an ensign of Thy guidance
in Thy lands. Then ordain for me to attain Thy presence, to
stand at the gate of Thy majesty, and to remain steadfast in
Thy Mighty Message, whereby the limbs of the idolaters have
quaked.

Alas, alas, for my remoteness from the court of Thy nearness
and my banishment in Thy days! I know not, O my Goal
and my Beloved, what Thou hast ordained for me by the Pen
of Thy decree. Hast Thou ordained for me what Thou didst
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ordain for Thy chosen ones who soared in the atmosphere of
Thy love and circled round Thy Will, or hast Thou deprived
me of the wonders of Thy gifts and favors? Thou seest, O my
God, that this destitute servant hath turned toward the waves
of the ocean of Thy riches, this thirsty one toward the Kawthar
of Thy knowledge, and this weary one toward the Kingdom of
Thy utterance. I beseech Thee by Thy might and power, Thy
grandeur and all-encompassing sovereignty, not to disappoint
this servant of what lieth with Thee. Thou, verily, art the
Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest. Nothing escapeth
Thy knowledge, nor can any affair hinder Thee. Thou art, in
truth, the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the Most Generous.

By Thy glory, O Thou Who art mentioned in all hearts, the
thirst of my separation can only be quenched by attaining Thy
presence, my soul findeth no rest save in hearkening to Thy
call, and my being cannot find tranquility except by beholding
the lights of the horizon of Thy manifestation. Thou seest me,
O my Lord, clinging to Thy cord and detached from all else
but Thee. I beseech Thee by the Word through which the
sincere hastened to the place of sacrifice and offered up their
souls and bodies in Thy path, to send down upon me from the
heaven of Thy grace a mercy from Thee and a blessing from
Thy presence. Thou art, verily, the Strong, the Triumphant,
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To: Mirza Murad

In the Name of God, the One, and prayers upon Him after
Whom there shall be no Prophet.

O Murad! The Guides to the paths have ever been the Messen-
gers, and they are the Manifestations of Truth among creation,
the Daysprings of Names in the kingdom of creation, and the
Sources of Command and the Wellsprings of the revelation of
God, exalted be His glory. He has ever been and continues
to be hidden, His path closed off, and seeking in this station
forbidden. And since the gate of attainment was closed and
people were debarred from knowledge of the hidden treasure,
He chose pure essences and holy souls and sent them from the
higher realm to the kingdom of creation, that they might guide
all and lead them to the straight path. Each of these holy souls,
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for God and in His path, bore infinite tribulations and made
people somewhat aware. Some denied, others turned away,
while a group became assured and believed, and a band be-
came unbelievers and hypocrites. Blessed are those souls who
were illumined by the lights of the dawn of truth and turned
toward the highest horizon.

All these Prophets and Messengers were commanded to wis-
dom - that is, each spoke and revealed the Cause according to
the capacity and measure of the people. Now We counsel thee,
and take as witness the Concourse on High and the denizens
of Paradise, that all may testify in the most great scene: Hold
fast to the cord of servitude unto God, the Truth, then men-
tion Me as befits. Beware lest thou utter what We have not
permitted thee. Today the honored community is seen to be
weak, as ye have seen and heard. It is incumbent and oblig-
atory upon all to hold fast to the sure handle and, with the
utmost lowliness and supplication, to beseech from the mighty
Truth the protection, glory and exaltation of the white com-
munity. Verily, He has power over all things. Act according
to what was mentioned in thy presence; transgression beyond
that is not permitted. God willing, ye shall be assisted in all
We beseech God to aid thee and ordain for thee
from the Supreme Pen the good of the hereafter and of this
world. Verily, He has power over all things.

conditions.

Convey greetings from this Wronged One to His Honor Ahmad.
We beseech God to assist him to act according to what has
been revealed in the Book and to grant him shelter under the
shade of the Tree of Providence in all worlds. Verily, He is the
Powerful over what He willeth through His word “Be” and it
is. Verily we are God’s and to Him we return.
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BHO02690

To: Muhammad Hadi son of Rida

In My Name, dawning from the horizon of utterance

This is a mention sent down by the All-Merciful for him who
has turned to the Countenance on a day wherein the gath-
ering of the world was scattered and lamentation was raised
between the heavens and the earth, that he may rejoice in
My remembrance, which God has made the choice wine of life
for all contingent beings, the Most Great Spirit amongst the
nations, and the supreme gift to all creatures. Exalted is the
Lord of Religions Who has come from the heaven of grace with
manifest justice.

O Hadi! We sent forth the Qa’im, Whom all the divines of
the age denied, save whom God, the Lord of the worlds, willed.
Then when successive years had passed, We manifested Our
Self with Our Name the Self-Subsisting, yet the people turned
away until they pronounced judgment against Us with such
tyranny as caused the Faithful Spirit to lament. They seized
Us time after time and imprisoned Us again and again - once
in the land of Ta, and again in Mim, and yet again in Ta, and
in the Land of Mystery, and in this mighty prison. We give
thanks to God in all this and We accepted what befell Us at
the hands of those who were heedless of God, the Almighty,
the Powerful.

We make mention of thy father, through whom the lips of
mystical knowledge smiled in all creation and who attained
the presence of God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We make
mention of him with that which nothing on earth can equal,
and We remember him throughout the duration of the kingdom
and the heavenly kingdom. And I am verily the Compassion-
ate, the All-Bountiful.

O Rida! Rejoice in that the Lord of Names makes mention
of thee from the precincts of the prison with such mention as
draws to it the Concourse on High and the dwellers of Paradise
and those who circle round the Throne at morn and eventide.
Blessed is he who turns to thee and visits thee, by virtue of
what hath been sent down from My Most Exalted Pen, and
presents himself before thy noble resting-place. Thou art he
who turned to God’s horizon and faced Him on a day wherein
every heedless one remote from Him turned away.

The first mention uttered by the tongue of the Lord of Eter-
nity among the nations is upon thee, O thou who spoke in
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remembrance of God and turned to His Face after the passing
of all things. I testify that thou didst drink the Choice Wine
that was sealed from the hand of His Name the Self-Subsisting,
and cast behind thee all idle fancies, and took hold of the
Book of Certitude through a power from God, the Strong, the
Triumphant, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Blessed art thou
in that thy head was adorned with the crown of acceptance
and thy temple with the ornament of God’s favor in His won-
drous Day. The glory and the remembrance and the spirit
and the peace and the fragrances wafting from the garment of
thy Lord’s mercy be upon thee, O thou who hast attained the
tender mercy of the All-Merciful when He came with manifest
sovereignty.
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To: Baha’is of Nayriz

He is the One Who gazeth from His Most Exalted Horizon.

We convey greetings to the friends of God and give them glad
tidings of the ocean of the grace of God, exalted be His glory. O
people of Nun, blessed are ye and joy be unto you, for from the
beginning of the Cause ye attained unto that of which all on
earth were heedless. There befell you in the path of God that
which caused the Concourse on High to grieve. Whatsoever
hath happened and whatsoever will happen in the path of God
- all hath been recorded and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen
in God’s Book. This is a great glad tiding for you. No deed
hath been lost, and its reward is preserved with God. Soon
shall the recompense and reward of all be made manifest and
evident.

Jinab-i-Amin hath made mention of you. Ye have been and are
blessed with the divine remembrance, both before and after.
We counsel you to that which will cause the exaltation of the
Word of God. With perfect unity and harmony, be ye engaged
in the remembrance of God and in His service. The service
of God, exalted be His glory, hath been and ever shall be to
teach His Cause and guide the people. This cannot be achieved
except through goodly character, pure deeds, and kindness and
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love. We beseech God to aid all to do that which is pleasing
unto Him.

Some time ago a Tablet was specifically revealed and sent to
Mulla Muhammad-Shafi’, as well as a Visitation Tablet for His
Holiness Vahid and the favored ones of God, exalted be His
glory. This is the Day of joy and gladness, for God is manifest,
His call is raised, and the horizon of the world is illumined
and adorned with His light.
Soon shall the croaking of the raven be silenced. This is the

news which the Most Exalted Pen hath given before and after.

Some of the people of the Bayan are engaged in plagiarizing
divine verses, while others lie in wait with feigned humility
and submissiveness, assuming various guises that they might
perchance ensnare His loved ones. We beseech God to adorn
all with the ornament of steadfastness in such wise that the
people of the world shall be powerless to prevent them. Take
ye hold of the Book of God with the strength that proceedeth
from Him. He shall suffice you in truth. Beware lest anything

prevent you from this Straight Path and this Mighty News.

Praise be to God, the Powerful, the Bestower, the Bountiful.

5 That which hath reached Amin is acceptable in the presence
of the Wronged One.

NYR#001

Implore God for steadfastness.
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To: Ismi

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful

O My Name! Upon thee be My glory! The matters are known
and what has occurred is evident. However, thou must walk in
the footsteps of the Wronged One and engage in dispute with
no one regarding any matter. For example, if someone asks a
question and thou mentionest a word in reply, if it is accepted,
well and good; otherwise silence is preferable, lest there proceed
from thee that which would sadden hearts. Observance of this
station is most essential for thee. The protection of the Cause
is incumbent upon thee. For instance, God forbid, if someone
were to revile thee, thou must remain grateful. By the life of
God! Through silence in this station all things will speak. It
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behooveth Us not to disclose more than what We have disclosed
unto thee as a token of Our grace. Verily thy Lord is the All-
Merciful, the Helper. In all conditions, the exaltation of the
Cause must be kept in view, and this cannot be achieved except
through wisdom, and wisdom is not attainable except through
meditation and patience. Be patient, verily thy Lord is the
All-Patient, the All-Grateful. The glory from Us be upon thee,
upon thy beginning and thy end, thy outward and thy inward.

Another matter: The leaf, daughter of His Holiness the Afnan
the departed, [and] the honored Aqa Siyyid J-‘A, upon him be
all the most glorious glory, insisted with utmost persistence on
remaining in this land and serving in the Sacred Household. In
truth she is most rational and virtuous, but they did not ac-
cept, for one day His Holiness the Greater Afnan, upon him be
all the most glorious glory, was present and this servant was
also present, and addressing the Afnan he said: “We would
like Sughra to join Mahmud and be content with his compan-
ionship.” At first they demurred but later agreed to whatever
proceeded from the Source of Lordship.

Another matter: That which several years ago Her Holiness
the Most Exalted Leaf, upon her be all the most glorious glory,
had requested and was promised, they also intend to bring from
potentiality into actuality. Verily He fulfilleth His promise,
there is no God but Him, the Bestower, the Compassionate,
the Mighty, the Generous. And it is likely that the honored
matron, mother of His Holiness the Afnan Aga Siyyid M, upon
them both be all the most glorious glory, has specifically settled
in Beirut for this matter. Knowledge is with God, our Lord
and your Lord and the Lord of all who are in the heavens and
earths. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad

He is the Speaker before the faces of princes and of divines.

Praise be to the Lord of grace and bounty, unto Whom all laud
and glorification are meet and worthy, inasmuch as, through
His exalted and blessed Word, the ocean of generosity hath
been stirred to its depths, the Dayspring of Manifestation hath
ascended and established Itself upon the throne of justice, and
the light of mercy hath shone forth and compassed all cre-
ated things. Happy are the souls whom the promptings of
self and desire, and the manifestations of rebellion and inig-
uity, have not debarred from turning unto the Most Exalted
Horizon; who, by the power of God and the might of the Self-
Subsisting, have cast behind them all that is in the realm of
being, and have lifted up the Book of God with a strength be-
yond all reckoning. These are the servants whom neither the
divers hues of the world, nor the ascendancy of nations, nor
the hosts of princes, nor the opposition of the learned, have
been able to deter. We beseech God to preserve them through
His power, to guard them through His sovereignty, and to send
down upon them at all times the signs of His bounty and the
clear tokens of His mercya€”those mercies that have preceded
all existence, whether of the unseen or of the visible world.

O ‘Ali-Akbar, upon thee be My glory! My Name, upon him be
My glory, hath sent to the Most Holy Court thy letter which
was adorned with mention of the martyrs of that land. Al-
though what transpired hath caused grief to the Concourse
on High, the Supreme Paradise and the Most Glorious Pavil-
ion, yet in its inmost essence there appeared from it a mighty
By the life of God! In
its inmost essence is concealed and treasured the Most Great
Glad-Tidings which God shall manifest as a bounty from His
presence, for He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

exaltation and manifest ascension.

We cherish the hope that all the friends of God will arise to
champion His Cause and in all conditions remain detached
and free from corruption, conflict and contention. Today all
things are speaking and making mention of what hath come to
pass. Were the oppressors to hearken to but one line thereof,
they would, by their own hands, bring about their destruction.
Would that the veil might be lifted from before their eyes, that
they might recognize what they have wrought in the days of
God, the Mighty, the All-Praised.
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Muhammad-Kazim, upon him be My glory, previously sent
that which testified to the acceptance and steadfastness of the
friends, upon them be the glory of God, in that blessed land.
The Wronged One beseecheth God to ordain for them the good
of this world and of the next and to draw them nigh unto Him
in all conditions. He is verily the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

The light shining from the horizon of the heaven of My loving-
kindness be upon thee and upon My loved ones and My chosen
ones who have not been deterred by the might of the world from
drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Port Said

He is the Mighty, the Great!

Praise be to God Who hath adorned the Mount with His In-
terlocutor, and the Tree with its Planter, and the Fire with its
Kindler, and hath revealed that which was hidden in knowl-
edge and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in the Scriptures
and Tablets.

The letter of the Afnan, upon him be my glory and my loving-
kindness, which was sent to this servant was presented before
the Face of the Wronged One and was perused. Praise be to
God, the entire letter was illumined with the light of divine
love and aflame with the fire of godly attraction, speaking and
testifying of the ocean of sincerity. We beseech God to or-
dain for thee that whose mention and traces may be spread
throughout the world. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

And concerning what thou didst write about ‘Abdu’l-Hamid,
upon him be my glory - three petitions arrived from him and
from Mulla ‘Abdu’llah, entitled Rafi’-i-Badi’, upon him be my
glory, and another person. And afterwards two petitions ar-
rived from the honored Afnan Haji Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali,
upon him be my glory and loving-kindness, and from ‘Abdu’l-
Hamid. Twice there was revealed from the heaven of the Di-
vine Will especially for them that which hath no likeness or
parallel. Before thy letter, by the space of several days, it was
sent. One Tablet was also revealed in reply to the petition of
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Muhammad-Hashim and was sent to the honored Haji Mirza
Husayn to deliver. We beseech God to assist them to serve
the Cause and to give them to drink at all times from the cup
of His loving-kindness that by which the Most Exalted Par-
adise and the Supreme Heaven may be attracted. Verily, He
is powerful over all things.

Blessed art thou, O My Afnan! Thou hast held fast to the
teaching of the Cause of the Divine Lote-Tree. This is thy
station, and it beseemeth thee and is worthy of thee. To this
testifieth My tongue and My pen and My Tablet, of which
none hath knowledge save God, the Lord of all worlds.

i Convey on behalf of the Wronged One greetings to Ibn, upon

him be My glory and loving-kindness. He hath ever been and
still is remembered. And We make mention of Nuru’llah and
Muhammad and counsel them to patience and forbearance and
to that whereby their stations may be elevated among the peo-
ple. And We beseech God to send down upon them a blessing
from His presence and a mercy from His side. Verily, He is the
Most Generous of the generous ones and the Most Merciful of
the merciful ones.

The Glory shining forth from the horizon of grace be upon
thee and upon those who are with thee and who hearken to
thy words concerning this firm and mighty Cause.
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To: Mirza Mihdi son of one who ascended

In the name of the one, the compassionate God

O Mihdi! God willing, through the grace of the Cherisher of
nations and the Lord of the world, thou shalt abide, sheltered
and at rest, beneath the shadow of the Most Great Name,
and shalt remain occupied with the remembrance of the one
Beloved. The Beloved of the worlds declareth: The world hath
possessed neither permanence nor fidelity, nor doth it now pos-
sess them. Though some have complained, and still complain,
of its faithlessness and instability, yet in truth it hath ever been,
and remaineth, beloved, inasmuch as Divine wisdom hath so
required, and without His command and His will not a leaf
of the leaves hath stirred, nor will it ever stir. Whatsoever
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hath come to pass is in conformity with wisdom, and all must
needs be content therewith—nay rather, cherish hope in it. Yet
in certain matters, when after the sweetness of reunion there
cometh the bitterness of separation, and when after nearness
and meeting the decree of remoteness is pronounced, it is for
this reason that sighs of sorrow and grief are raised and the
tears of the eyes are made to flow. Otherwise, the matter is
even as some among the wise have borrowed from the words
of Idris and have set down: “In all possibility there is nothing
more wondrous than that which already is.”

That which befell you hath in truth befallen all the people of
Baha, for he was among those souls who, in the earliest days
of this Revelation, attained unto the honor of turning unto it
and was adorned with the ornament of true recognition. We,
verily, make mention of him at this moment as a grace from
Us, and We are, in truth, the All-Knowing Remembrancer.

O Muhammad, son of Husayn! This Husayn remembereth
thee—that Husayn by whose will the Most Exalted Pen was
moved, and the kingdom of names was adorned—and He saith:
Upon thee be My glory, My remembrance, My mercy, the re-
membrance of the Concourse on high, and the splendor of the
inmates of My exalted Paradise. Thou art he who didst remain
faithful to the covenant of God and to His testament, and who
didst turn unto Him when every heedless soul turned away
from Him and every clamorous crier rose up in protest against
Him. Thou didst stand firm in the love of thy Lord when the
trees of existence were seized by tempestuous winds, and thou
didst utter the praise of thy Lord when He came invested with
the banners of signs. In this world thou wast one who spoke in
His remembrance and attained unto His love, until thou didst
ascend unto the Supreme Companion, unto that station the
pens of the people of creation have faltered to describe. Thus
doth God reward him that laboreth in His path with the fairest
of rewards. He, verily, is the Lord of the world to come and
of the world that now is, the Sovereign of the throne and of
the dust beneath it. There is none other God but Him, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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He is God, exalted is He! Sl 4l 5
My God, my God! I testify to Thy manifestation and Thy , &;S\J,J 5 S a2l A A
oneness and Thy singleness, and to that which the tongue of S s Sekie 0L & i ¢ _{;:;\;J;

Thy grandeur hath spoken before the creation of Thy heaven
and earth, and to that which hath been sent down from the
heaven of Thy Will and the atmosphere of Thy Purpose. O my
Lord! Grant me complete detachment from all else save Thee,
that T may wholly cling to the cord of Thy bounty and hold
fast to the hem of the robe of Thy generosity.

My God, my God! I have witnessed the waves of the ocean
of Thy forgiveness and have hastened toward them with my
grievous sins and mighty transgressions. I have beheld the
effulgences of the Sun of Thy wealth and have turned toward
them in my poverty and need. O Lord of the Throne and of
earth, Master of the Hereafter and of this world! O Lord of
the world and Beloved of nations! Thou seest the ignorant one
standing before the gate of Thy knowledge, and the destitute
one before the kingdom of Thy riches.

I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Signs, whereby the dead
were raised and the Manifestations of Names and Attributes
appeared, to make me one of those through whose mention Thy
Most Exalted Pen was moved in the kingdom of creation, and
through whom Thou didst aid Thy Cause and manifest Thy
sovereignty, and through whom Thou didst raise the banner
of “Verily Thou art God” and the standard of dominion for
Thyself in Thy kingdom and Thy realm of might.

O Lord! I long to be detached from all else save Thee and
attracted by Thy verses, in such wise that I move not ex-
cept through the winds of Thy Will, nor speak except by that
which Thou hast sent down in Thy Book. O Lord! Thou seest
the hands of hope upraised toward the heaven of Thy favor -
strengthen them in such work as will promote Thy Cause and
from which the fragrance of Thy good-pleasure will be diffused.
O Lord! Adorn my deeds and aspirations with the light of Thy
acceptance.

I am Thy servant and the son of Thy servant. I acknowledge
my heedlessness and forgetfulness in Thy days. O Lord! Send
down from the heaven of Thy mercy that which will set right
my affairs, then enable me to make good what hath escaped
me during the dawning of the lights of the Day-Star of Thy
Revelation. O Lord! Look not upon my failings, but upon
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Thy bounty, and not upon the hosts of my disobedience, but
upon the waves of the ocean of Thy pardon and forgiveness.

Blessed is the heart that hath melted in Thy love, and the liver
that hath been consumed in its remoteness from the shore of
the ocean of Thy nearness, and the eye whose tears have flowed
at the sight of Thy tokens, and the breast whose sighs have
risen in longing for Thy presence.

Alas! Alas! O my Lord and my Beloved! If Thy binding
decree should prevent me from turning toward the lights of
Thy countenance, ordain for me through Thy Most Exalted
Pen the reward of attaining Thy presence and entering Thy
prison and appearing before the throne of Thy manifestation.
Verily Thou art He Whom nothing whatsoever can frustrate.
Thou givest through Thy Will and takest through Thy Purpose.
There is none other God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Bountiful.
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To: Qasim Khan, in Shiraz

In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of the King-
dom of Utterance!

This is a Day wherein the Mother Book proclaimeth: “The
Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Ruler of all necks,” and the
Mother of the Bayan declareth: “The dominion belongeth unto
God, the Lord of lords,” and the Mother of the Tablets calleth
out, saying: “O people! By God, the Day hath come, and
sovereignty and dominion, might and power belong unto God,
the Lord of the Day of Return!” Blessed is he who hath heard
the Call and found the fragrances of Revelation as they wafted
from the Most Exalted Horizon in the prison of ‘Akka. Woe
betide every heedless doubter! Glorified be He Who hath sent
down the verses and manifested the evidences and summoned
all to this Horizon from which the lights have shone forth.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! Hear the call of
the Wronged One. He verily aided thee until thou didst turn
to the Horizon from which the parties have turned aside, save
whom God did will, the Almighty, the Mighty, the Bestower.
Thou hast attained. Hearken unto the Call of God. All in the
world were created for turning towards and serving humanity,
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yet all are deprived save a few. Reflect upon the confirmations
of God, exalted be His glory, and His bounties. He guided
thee through a hundred thousand outward and inward means
to the Most Exalted Horizon and led thee aright. This is a
great bounty - know thou its station and preserve it through
the Name of God, exalted be His glory.

The Most Exalted Pen beareth witness to thy turning and
devotion to the Dayspring of verses and the Lord of names
and attributes. In times of trials and tribulations We have
been with thee. Nothing escapeth His knowledge and He is

the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Grieve not over anything.

Say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having guided me
unto Thy mighty Announcement and Thy straight Path, and
for having illumined my heart with the light of Thy knowledge,
and for having sent down for me again and again that whereby
my mention and my name shall endure in Thy Manifest Book.”

Repeatedly hath thy mention flowed from the Most Exalted
Pen. This is a glad-tiding that no glad-tidings of the peoples
can equal, nor the joy of the world. Give thanks and say:
“Praise be unto Thee, O Beloved of the hearts of them that are
nigh unto Thee!” Repeatedly hath the Afnan, upon him be My
Glory and loving-kindness, mentioned thee, and in those days
too was the Most Holy, Most Exalted Tablet revealed and sent
in thy name. Verily thy Lord loveth His loved ones and maketh
mention of them in such wise that their names shall endure in
His Book. He, verily, is the Compassionate, the Bountiful.

; Convey My greetings to the loved ones and illumine them with

the splendors of the lights of the Day-Star of utterance, the
Goal of all the worlds.
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His honor Ism should write this letter in his own name in reply
to Aqga ‘Ali-Asghar, upon him be the Glory of God.

Regarding what you wrote about his honor Mashhadi ‘Ali,
upon him be the Glory of God, it was read repeatedly and
I forwarded it to the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, and
mention was also made of you in His presence. Assuredly this
mention is greater, more excellent and more beloved than all
other mentions. Praise be to God, this matter was properly
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accomplished, and this servant did what he could in bringing
forth mention of your honor in the Most Holy Presence where
it was discussed.

As for the matter of funds for the house door, no such arrange-
ment was made. In most cases the treasury has been found
to be empty, nay rather in debt. Several years ago, after the
Rasht incident, the sum of one hundred tumans was bestowed
upon him and another person, each receiving fifty tumans ac-
cording to the draft. This was a bounty that was bestowed.
For the house door, no funds can ever be found that could
be given for business. Expenditures in the Most Great Prison
have reached a point where their enumeration is difficult. God
willing, his honor Aga ‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God, will
act in whatever way leads to the manifestation of affection, love
and fellowship.

This lowly one beseeches from the ocean of God’s grace and
mercy, exalted be His glory, that He may assist His loved ones
to perform such deeds and actions as will cause the exaltation
of the Cause and the upliftment of the Word of God. At one
time this exalted word was revealed concerning one of the loved
ones - magnificent is His utterance and glorious His proof: “O
thou such-and-such! Should the entire world and all that is
therein be given over to thee, and shouldst thou observe that
by accepting it the glory of the Cause would be diminished by
even an atom’s weight, thou must forsake it.”

In any case, the point is that at present there are no funds from
God’s treasury with the aforementioned gentleman, though
this servant has one hundred tumans with him. It is hoped
that affairs there will proceed with truthfulness, sincerity and
uprightness, and that debts will be paid.

Assist Thy loved ones in that which
will raise their stations among the parties and their ranks in
the lands. Verily Thou art the Owner of creation and the
Commander in both beginning and return.
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He is the Comforter! }l\ 5

O Thou whose remembrance is the companion of the hearts
of the yearning ones, whose name is beloved of the hearts of
the sincere ones, whose praise is cherished by them that are
nigh unto Thee, whose countenance is the goal of the mystics,
whose call is healing to the breasts of them that have turned
towards Thee, and whose tribulation is the ultimate desire of
them that are detached! Glorified, glorified art Thou, O Thou
in whose hand is the kingdom of the realm of the heavens and
earth! O Thou through whose word from Thee the contingent
beings were struck unconscious and their pillars scattered, and
through another word were gathered together and each part
was joined to another part! Glorified art Thou, O Thou who
hast power over all who are in the heavens and earth, and
art mighty over all who are in the dominion of Command and
Creation!

None is like unto Thee in creation, nor any equal to Thee in
invention. No soul hath known Thee, nor hath anyone attained
unto Thee. By Thy might! Were one to soar in the atmosphere
of Thy holy oneness - verily the mystic is he who draweth nigh
through impotence and confesseth to sin, for if existence should
make mention before the manifestations of the might of Thy
Cause, it would indeed be a sin unequaled by any sin in the
kingdoms of Thy creation and invention. Shatter ye the cup of
fancy through My Name, the Self-Subsisting, then take ye the
chalice of prosperity through the name of the Cleaver of the
Dawn.

Thus have We given life to the bodies of words through the
sprinklings of the ocean of utterance of thy Lord, the Subju-
gator of the winds. When thou hast attained unto the Tablet
and been attracted by the Kawthar of the All-Merciful, say:
Thine be the praise, O Dawning-Place of praise, and Thine be
the glory, O Thou in whose hand is the glory of the heavens
and earth!

“I am in love with both His love and His wrath indeed, And
strange it is that I should love these opposites.”

We have found from thee the fragrance of acceptance, where-
fore We have sent down unto thee this Tablet, which nothing
that hath been created in the earth can equal. Verily thy Lord
is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. They who have been
awakened by the call of God, these are the people of Baha in
a mighty Tablet. Be thou steadfast in the Cause and make
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up for what thou hast missed. Thus doth the Prisoner counsel
thee from the presence of One All-Knowing, All-Wise.

Convey the Cause of thy Lord with wisdom - thus doth com-
mand thee He Who calleth all unto God, the Mighty, the Boun-
tiful. Reflect upon My days and what hath befallen Me in the
path of God, thy Lord and the Lord of the worlds. Arise to
mention thy Lord with such steadfastness as cannot be pre-
vented by the cawing of the impious nor the braying of those
who have disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
Verily the glory be upon the people of Baha who are estab-
lished upon the Crimson Ark through the name of God, the
Possessor of Names. They are indeed among the triumphant
ones.
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To: Aga Mirza Ayn Bi

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Great

What is submitted by this evanescent servant to your exalted
presence: Although I have not had the honor of serving you
outwardly, yet inwardly the fragrance of your love moved me
and the breath of your affection stirred me to arise to express
my sincerity to your presence, even though my mention is not
worthy of one who has been illumined by the lights of the
Divine Realm and has turned to God, the Sovereign of the
Realm of Might. We beseech God to make you a helper of
His Cause and one who speaks His praise among His creation,
and we beseech Him to assist you that there may appear from
you that which will exalt God’s Cause throughout creation
and by which the horizons will be perfumed. Verily, He is the
Protector of those who have been faithful to the Covenant and
have turned to God on the Day of Meeting.

This evanescent servant submits that in these days the beloved
N.Z., upon him be the Glory of God, attained the Most Holy
Presence, and when he mentioned your praiseworthy qualities
and lofty, pleasing characteristics, the warmth of love was man-
ifested to such a degree that this servant was emboldened to
submit this petition. I beseech and hope from the True One,
exalted be His glory, that He will assist this evanescent servant
to make mention of His loved ones in a manner befitting and
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worthy of them. Likewise I hope from God’s generosity that
He will cause your honor to succeed in matters that will be
the cause of enduring, steadfast remembrances in the earth,
for all that people today are occupied with and take pride in
will pass away and become non-existent, while that which will
endure and remain are those matters that appear today from
steadfast, firm and resolute souls, and these matters will be-
come the dawning-place of the world’s remembrances and the
source of creation’s utterance. For years mention of your honor
had been heard, but no means appeared by which this servant
could venture to write a petition. Praise be to God, this time
through the mention of the aforementioned person, the means
appeared, although it has caused trouble to your honor, there-
fore I hope for and continue to hope for forgiveness. I hope
that, God willing, the musk-laden breezes from the paradise of
your honor’s love will ever pass over this servant and never be
cut off. May the Glory be upon your honor and upon those
who are with you among the loved ones of God.

The servant of God
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To: Muhammad Qabl-i-Ali (emigrant)

He is the Answerer!

O thou who circlest round the Throne! O Muhammad-Qabli-
‘Alil O thou who hast emigrated in the path of God! The letter
which the Afnan, upon him be My glory, had written unto thee
was presented in its entirety by this servant before the Throne,
and from the heaven of the Divine Will there were revealed
repeatedly, specifically for him, wondrous and sublime verses.
Give him the glad-tidings of My loving-kindness, My grace and
My mercy. The letter which was sent from Iran was likewise
presented before the Presence and its contents were heard in
detail.

This is the Day of God, wherein none is mentioned save Him.
All names stand still in their own station. No one is permitted
to utter a word except as ordained by God in the Most Holy
Book which hath been sent down from the kingdom of My
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wondrous utterance. Whosoever speaketh the words of truth
is assuredly beloved in the presence of the Throne, but those
souls who are extinct in self and alive in God - they are the
upright souls who are content and are a source of contentment.
God willing, may all attain to this exalted and most exalted
station.

This word is from the previous Manifestations. One of the holy
ones said: “O Lord, how can I reach Thee?” He replied: “Cast
away thyself, then come.” Thus hath the Tongue spoken in the
kingdom of utterance. The glory which proceedeth from the
Glory be upon My Afnan, and upon thee, and upon those who
have attained unto this mighty station.

At the end of the letter, We make mention of the one who
wrote to the Afnan about events in those parts, that he may
rejoice and be numbered among the thankful. We, from this
station, send Our greetings upon him and upon those who have
believed in God in that place, as a token of grace from God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

As to thy mention of the attention of the Name of God, Jamal,
upon him be My most glorious glory: God willing, may he
be blessed by divine grace and hold fast with perfect wisdom.
We have mentioned him before and sent unto him that which
cheereth the eyes of them that are endued with insight. We
send Our greetings upon his countenance and upon those with
him and upon those who hearken to his words concerning the
Cause of God, the Lord of this mighty Cause whereby hearts
have been perturbed, feet have slipped, eyes have been star-
tled, limbs have trembled, pillars have been shaken, and faces
have been transformed, and every mighty structure hath been
stirred save such as God, the Lord of this manifest Day, hath
willed. Thus hath appeared from the atmosphere of My utter-
ance the whistling of My Most Exalted Pen. Blessed is he who
hath turned, and drawn nigh, and heard, and said: “Praise be
unto Thee, O God of the worlds!”
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To: Siyyid Ali, in Shiraz

He is the Comforter, the Consoler, the Compassionate, the
Forgiving, the Merciful

‘Ayn, Lam. The dust of hypocrisy hath enshrouded the Lu-
minary of the horizons, and the sorrows of the world have
transformed joy itself. In these days, according to outward ap-
pearances, grievous tidings have arrived from every direction,
for the embodiment of tyranny sitteth enthroned upon the seat
of oppression while justice, poor and forlorn, hath withdrawn
to a corner. Glory be to God! In the great city such a door
of greed and avarice hath been opened that none but God can
reckon its prevalence. Outwardly they appear submissive but
inwardly - God forbid! Nevertheless, the grief of this Wronged
One in these days is beyond description. Yet still do We recline
upon the throne of power and sit upon the cushions of glory.
The might of the oppressors cannot weaken divine power, nor
can the calumnies of the slanderers conceal the face of truth.
Those possessed of hearing and sight exist in the world - they
are the true assayers among the world’s peoples. Blessed are
they and joy be unto them!

In these days certain news which outwardly causeth sorrow
hath arrived, including the ascension of thy mother and her
rise to the Supreme Companion. Today the ocean of mercy is
surging and the sun of grace is shining bright and manifest. At
the beginning of the Revelation this blessed word shone forth
from the Mouth of the Divine Will: The relatives of those
assured souls who accepted the Cause and who, in the early
days, quaffed the water of immortality from the hand of bounty,
are adorned with the blessed robes of forgiveness. We love to
make mention of her at this time as a command from God, the
All-Bountiful, the Generous:

“O My leaf! O Mother of ‘Ali! Rejoice that the Pen of God,
the Most High, hath moved to make mention of thee in the
prison of ‘Akka, and by its movement the ocean of forgiveness
surged and the fragrance of thy Lord’s mercy that hath pre-
ceded all creation wafted abroad. The light shining resplendent
from the horizon of the heaven of My grace be upon thee, O
My handmaiden and My leaf! We beseech God, blessed and
exalted be He, to send down upon thee at all times His everlast-
ing favors and eternal bounties, and to ordain for thee every
day that which will gladden thy heart and solace thine eyes.
Verily He is the Almighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Glorious,
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the All-Bountiful. There is no God but Him, the Single, the
One, the Mighty, the Chosen One.”

According to instructions, the original revelation was sent.

Sl a5, 3 e VALY JLadl )
sy

INBA51:164, KB

BHO03974

To: Rida

That which has been inscribed by the Supreme Pen in the
preamble of the Book of Divine Protection is this blessed and
exalted Word: Know, O peoples of the earth, that the fear of
God hath ever been the primary cause of tranquility, and the
source of order and peace in creation. For this matter preserves
the servants and adorns the world with continuing betterment.
Had the nations abroad held fast to this, assuredly these affairs
which have caused terror in the world and the perturbation of
peoples’ hearts would not have occurred or appeared.

In all things moderation is praiseworthy and beloved. Exces-
sive civilization has been and continues to be a cause of de-
struction. As can now be observed in Europe, by their own
admission, they commit murder in various ways with an oppres-
sion the like of which has never been heard, let alone witnessed.
Ere long they shall be seized with great punishments, for the
vitality of men’s belief in God is dying out in every land, and
this weakening has given strength to the ignorant and caused
their audacity and presumption. Among the matters incum-
bent upon all today is adherence to that which instills the
fear of God, for this is the cause of security and safety, and
the source of comfort and mercy, as it preserves people from
abhorrent deeds and unacceptable conduct. In this case, the
fruits of the blessed words “Wherein thou seest no crookedness
or inequality” will be witnessed.

In brief, two things are necessary and obligatory for man: First,
religion, which preserves him from transgressions and sins -
blessed is he who hath adorned his head with the crown of piety
and his temple with the armor of the fear of God. Second are
deeds, for through deeds and character man is distinguished
from the animal....
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Moderation is necessary in dealing with Sheikh Muhammad.
Beseech God that they may maintain a single countenance.
This is an exalted station. If you deem it advisable, you
may read to him what hath been revealed specifically for him.
Should it fall into his hands, it might cause certain matters to
arise. In any case, I beseech God to confirm him. Verily, He is
powerful over all things. However, that spiritual friend must
in all circumstances hold fast to wisdom. We beseech God, our
Lord and the Lord of the worlds, to assist you and protect you
from the evil of the oppressors, and to aid you in guiding the
servants. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

5 The dwelling-place of that honored person should, outwardly,

remain unwritten and not be kept at hand. If there be any
Tablet or other writings, a copy thereof should be taken; there
is no harm in brevity, yet concealment, so far as possible, is
preferable and more seemly.

The letters of the dearly cherished, Janab Aqa Shaykh
Muhammad—upon him be the splendour of the Most
Glorious—were received, and his reply will, God willing,
be dispatched next week. Convey to him my greeting and
salutation. Praise be to God, he hath ever been, and still is,
remembered in the Most Holy Presence.

Another matter: the sacred Tablets are inaccessible. Three
blessed Tablets, in the most holy hand of Hadrat Ghusn-i-
Akbar—my spirit and my very being be offered up for the
dust of His sanctified threshold—were bestowed, each one ad-
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Glory of God. Majlis210461.083-084x, PYB#115 p.04x
BSW#01.27x

In the Name of Him Who is the Supreme Ruler over all Names!

This is a mention from the Wronged One to him who hath
turned towards the Most Exalted Horizon when the Lord of
Names appeared with a sovereignty that conquered all who
are in earth and heaven, that the rapture of the wine of re-
membrance may so grip him that he may voice the praise of
God amongst His servants. The horizon of bounty hath been
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illumined and earth and heaven have been made to shine, and
yet most of the people remain in doubt and dissension. They
have clung to their own desires and have opposed Him through
Whom all things have proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth
to God, the One, the Mighty, the Unconstrained.” The intox-
ication of the dregs of heedlessness hath seized them in such
wise as to debar them from the divine fragrances when they
were wafted throughout creation. The Divine Lote-Tree calleth
out at all times with the most exalted call, summoning all unto
God, the Creator of heaven, yet the people have been prevented
from hearkening by their following of idle fancies. We testify
that they are among the dead. All things have been stirred by
the fragrance of reunion save those who have disbelieved in the
Beginning and the End. God shall soon destroy their souls and
what they possess through His conquering might. He, verily,
is the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.

Did that which the Caesars possessed benefit them, or did
that which the Pharaohs had amassed avail them? Leader-
ship deluded them to such a degree that they occupied them-
selves with the world and its ornaments during their numbered
days, and were heedless of that which was with their Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Behold the people and their lack
of awareness - they have chosen for themselves that which will
soon perish and have cast behind their backs that which will
endure as long as God, the Lord of all men, endureth. Thus
have We sent down the verses from the heaven of grace and
favor and dispatched them that thine eyes may be consoled
thereby and that thou mayest thank thy Lord by night and by
day.

Make mention of My loved ones on My behalf and remind them
of that which We have revealed in the Scriptures and Tablets.
Say: O loved ones of the All-Merciful!l My glance is directed
towards you, My tongue maketh mention of you, and the hands
of My loving-kindness give you to drink of the Kawthar of My
favors at eventide and at dawn. We counsel you to show forth
the utmost steadfastness in the Cause of your Lord, the Lord of
Names, lest the allusions of those who have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of Religions, debar you. Then make mention on My
behalf of thy children and those who are with thee, and give
them the glad-tidings of this mercy which hath preceded all
created things. Say: Hold fast unto the cord of remembrance
and praise amidst the concourse of creation, that thereby may
be attracted the hearts of those who have been heedless of God
when He came with the Kingdom of verses. And upon thee be
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glory, and upon them, and upon those who have attained unto
this Day which God hath made the Dayspring of all days.

BH11619

In the Name of Him Who is the Guardian over all names!

O Khalill Convey My greetings to the people of Faran on
behalf of the Wronged One. Say: Today all relationship is with
God, glorified be His majesty, and none is mentioned except
Him. Blessed are they who have attained unto the cord of true
oneness and held fast thereunto. These are the people of Baha
and the companions of the Crimson Ark. We beseech God to
aid all and grant them such confirmation that their names may
not be withheld from their Creator, Lord and Quickener.

Some souls who imagined themselves seated upon the cush-
ions of steadfastness were deprived of the Truth merely at the
mention of a name from among names. Say: O people! All
names have been and are created by a Word. What fruit did
the adherence of the former people to names yield? Night and
day they were occupied with the mention of names, heedless
and debarred from the Truth. The consequence of those deeds
was that on the Day of Resurrection they cursed the Lord of
all beings and martyred Him. And now in mosques and from
pulpits they utter that which causeth the eye of God to weep
and the hearts of His trusted ones to burn.

Say: Hearken unto the call of this Wronged One and beseech
God not to afflict His servants anew with the vain imaginings
of the former people, and to grant them that which will exalt
them and draw them nigh unto Him. Verily, He is powerful
over all things.

5 The aforementioned person hath ever been before Our face,

and thou mayest keep the mentioned tablet. Those tablets
were revealed in those days, but the means for their dispatch
were not available. Likewise, a blessed epistle was revealed in
the name of Ruhani nearly three years ago from the heaven of
the Divine Will, together with the names mentioned in his pe-
tition, and it hath not yet been sent. We beseech God to assist
her and My handmaidens and My leaves, and those who have
attained His presence, heard His call, and responded: “Here
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am I, O Thou Goal of all that are in the heavens and earth!
Here am I, O God of the exalted Throne!”

The glory shining forth from the horizon of My kingdom be
upon you, O My loved ones, My companions, My friends, My
leaves and My handmaidens who have heard the call and have
attained unto that which God hath willed in this Most Holy,
Most Mighty, Most Wondrous, Most Luminous and Most Great
Revelation.
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To: Muhammad

He is God, exalted be His glory in wisdom and utterance.

Praise, glorification, mention and splendor befit the sublime
station of the Most Exalted Pen, which at every moment has
manifested the pearls of wisdom and utterance before the faces
of the religions. His mention is the Lord of mentions and His
word is the sovereign of utterance. The dominion of the world

did not prevent Him, nor hold Him back from His purpose.

Exalted be His penetrating Word and glorified His triumphant
Will.

We were immersed in the ocean of knowledge when there came
and appeared before Our face one of the Branches who was
named Diya’ in the Kingdom of proof, and in his hand was thy
letter which thou hadst sent to him, and he read it before the
face of the Wronged One. Then from it wafted the fragrance
of devotion, steadfastness and acceptance. We beseech God,
blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for thee from the Pen of
Destiny that which shall cause thee to be mentioned by His
name amongst His servants and to be the dawning-place of
steadfastness unto the people of His kingdom. Verily, He is the
Ordainer of whatsoever He willeth through His Will, and the
Manifester of whatsoever He desireth through His sovereignty
and power.

O thou who art mentioned before the Wronged One! I do
not complain of what hath befallen Me in My days, and I am
content with My good-pleasure and what We have ordained for
Myself in My path. Thou knowest, and God knoweth, that I
was in the depths of tribulations through what the hands of the
oppressors who We had raised up to champion My Cause and
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to stand before the gate of My grandeur had wrought. Thou
seest Me outwardly seated upon the throne of utterance before
the faces of the world, but wert thou to look with the inner
eye thou wouldst see Me beneath the claws of hatred.

O Muhammad, upon thee be My glory! By My life, I remain
silent at a time when from My utterance hath flowed the ocean
of wisdom and knowledge, and from My tongue the river of
mercy and proof. The power of the world hath not weakened
Me, nor hath the clamor of nations saddened Me, nor hath the
oppression of the tyrannical among My servants frightened Me,
nor the rebellion of My creatures. By My might and majesty!
I have concealed what hath befallen My Self - My inner being
weepeth while My countenance smileth. Verily thy Lord is the
Concealer, and hath commanded all to patience and gracious
concealment.

O Muhammad! We have heard thy call, thy communion, thy
mentions and thy prayers. We have answered thee with verses
and mentions that cannot be equaled by the treasures of the

heavens and earth. Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

We make mention of the friends and bid them to the most great
steadfastness. Praise be to God, they are gathered beneath the
blessed Tree and are occupied with His remembrance.
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To: Zaynul-Muqgarrabin

In the Name of Him through Whom the gates of utterance
have smiled!

O Zayn, upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness! My
Branch Diya’ presented the letter that was sent before the face

of the Wronged One, and it attained the honor of being heard.

Blessed is he who sent and wrote it. The Tongue of Grace at
the beginning of its utterance spoke these words: “O Zayn!
We have taken the word ‘Juzani’ and put ‘Ha’i’ in its place.”
This is the great glad-tidings and the supreme bounty. Give
him My glad-tidings and remind him of My verses. We have
indeed revealed for him a Tablet from whose horizon has shone
the sun of God’s mercy, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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Their deeds have been accepted, praise be to God. They did
not oppose anyone, and whatever befell them they bore with
patience and left it to God. These are they who possess con-
stancy in the Book of thy Lord, the Chosen One. Blessed are
they who command in the land of love, and blessed are My
friends therein. Whatever befell them, they did not protest
and remained focused on the Luminary of God’s Cause which
has dawned from the horizon of the Mother Book.

O Zayn! They interceded for their enemies. Nevertheless, the
wicked ones in Iran have not ceased their oppression. Their
necks have been stretched forth in hypocrisy. We beseech God
to aid them to conduct that is pleasing and acceptable. Glory
be to God! They witness outwardly the love, kindness and
tenderness of God’s friends, yet they have not awakened nor
intended to return. Verily God is the Forgiver, the Generous.

Surely by now the friends in the land of Nun and Jim have
acted according to that which has shone forth from the hori-
zon of the heaven of consultation. However, in all cases they
must pray and beseech God, exalted be His glory, to illumine
His Majesty the Sultan with the light of justice and fairness,
that he may judge among the servants with pure justice. In
times when the fire of hatred is inflamed, they should send
their petition to His Majesty the Sultan so that he may be
informed of what has befallen them. It is not permissible to
seek recourse to various governments. They should seek justice
from the Sultan. Verily He heareth and answereth, and He is
the Protector, the Helper, the Succourer.

That which the opposers now consider to be the cause of humil-
iation for God’s friends is the very essence of glory. Soon this
shall become manifest and shall be witnessed by the believers
who have heard the call and said: “Praise be to Thee, O God
of the seen and unseen!”
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He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

This is a Book which the Wronged One hath revealed unto him
who hath believed in God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting,
that the potency of My verses may draw him to My King-
dom and strengthen him to arise for My remembrance and
praise in such wise that the winds of opposition shall fail to
shake him and the doings of them that have disbelieved in God,
the Lord of existence, shall be powerless to deter him. How
many a servant awaited the days of God, yet when the horizon
of Revelation was illumined, he denied both the Witness and
that whereunto He testified! Thou shouldst at all times render
thanks unto God, for He hath aided thee and enabled thee to
attain unto this praiseworthy station. Say:

O my God and the God of names and the Creator of earth and
heaven! T beseech Thee by the Name through which the limbs
of all things trembled, to make me steadfast in Thy love and
looking toward Thy horizon and speaking forth Thy praise and
holding fast unto the cord of Thy Cause. O Lord! I am he that
is poor and hath knocked at the door of Thy riches. I implore
Thee by Thy bounty and Thy grace not to deny me that which
is with Thee. O Lord! Write down for me that whereby my
remembrance shall endure in Thy Kingdom of Names, through
the perpetuity of Thy most excellent names. Thou art indeed
the Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none
other God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Hearken with thy inner ear to the voice of the Wronged One.
There hath befallen Him that which hath befallen no one else.
Beseech the Lord, exalted be His glory, to preserve the lamp
He hath lit from contrary winds. Every tribulation in the path
of the Beloved is beloved and desired. I swear by the pearls
of My divine knowledge, if thou wert to become aware of that
which at every moment befalleth the Self of God from those
who claim to love Him, thou wouldst surely arise in lamentation
and weeping. My sorrow and grief I complain of only unto God,
the Lord of the seen and the unseen, the Lord of all worlds.
Thou must turn with the utmost joy and radiance toward the
lands of God and give the glad-tidings of the True Friend unto
His loved ones. Praise be to God, thou hast turned unto Him
and partaken of the Kawthar of His presence. Beseech God,
exalted be His glory, that through His grace He may preserve
this great deed and supreme benevolence. Great is the station
and great the deed. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to give
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thee to drink of that which shall gladden thy heart and to
ordain for thee that which shall profit thee in every world of
His worlds. He, verily, is the Single One, the All-Giving, the
Gracious.
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To: Mirza Abdullah Khan Nuri, in Tabriz

He is the Witness, the Hearer, the Seer.

A Book sent down by the Wronged One in His Most Great
Prison to him who has turned to the Supreme Horizon and
drunk the choice wine of bounty from the hand of the favor of
his Lord, the Munificent, the Generous.

We have mentioned thee time and again as a token of Our grace,
for thy Lord is verily the All-Bountiful, but most of the people
are heedless. At all times hath the Pen of the All-Merciful
made mention of His loved ones, that all may drink from the
ocean of joy and repose upon the couch of contentment. How
blessed is the state of one who hath drunk from the Kawthar
of revelation and stood up with utmost steadfastness in the
Cause of God.

That which hath been and is recorded in the Books, Scriptures
and Tablets concerning assistance - the purpose thereof is the
mention and praise of God and the teaching of this mighty
Cause through wisdom and utterance. Convey My greetings
to the friends in that land and gladden them with the remem-
brance of the Wronged One.

5 Today the Most Exalted Pen counseleth the people of Baha

to preserve their stations. God willing, may they attain unto
this most great gift and act in accordance with that which
exalteth the Cause. The honored Nazir, upon him be My glory,
is present and hath attained to pilgrimage on behalf of the
friends. May God, exalted be His glory, aid them all to that
which hath been and is the cause of enduring mention.

; Were the station of but one of God’s friends to be made mani-

fest amongst mankind, all would be struck senseless by the ra-
diance of its light, save whom God willeth. The diverse colors
of the world have occupied its people and deprived them of the
Supreme Horizon, yet he who possesseth sight is not withheld
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by worldly affairs from the Most Great Prospect. Verily He
speaketh the truth and manifesteth to whomsoever He willeth
His straight path.

Grieve thou not over anything. Put thy trust in God, the Lord
of the worlds. He shall manifest unto thee that which He hath
willed and ordained from His Most Exalted Pen. Thy Lord
is verily the Almighty, the Powerful. Glory be upon thee and
upon him who mentioned thee in the Prison - he who is named
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Abu’l-Qasim in this noble station. AN
INBA19:135b, INBA32:124b, MUH3.206-
207
BHO03016
To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)
He is God, exalted is He! Sl &) 5n

Praise be to God that you have reached the shore of the ocean
of reunion and attained that which is the ultimate goal in both
beginning and end. Praise be to God that you left your home-
land and turned your face toward God’s path, and for the love
of God bore the hardships of travel. And now, through His
grace and favor, you have arrived near the City of Nearness
and alighted in the vicinity of the Friend’s Ka’bah, becoming
intimate with the meeting of the true Friend - the true Friend
whom God has chosen for His service and His Cause and His
love and His remembrance among His servants, and named him
with this name in the kingdom of His names. All this is from
God’s grace and mercy and God’s generosity and care.

This servant, with a hundred thousand tongues, offers thanks
to the true Beloved that your honor has, with permission,
turned toward the prison land - and this is another and greater
bounty in the sight of the Most Great Horizon. Blessed are you,
and all glory and blessedness be upon the sanctified presence
of God’s Most Truthful Name, upon him be the praise of God
and the praise of all in the worlds.

Furthermore, it is submitted that news of your honor arrived
by telegraph with a brief mention of tidings. Now a detailed
account is submitted: Sometimes caravans come from Beirut
to this land. Since the land route lacks security, therefore
your honor should observe - if a reliable caravan is departing,
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travel in its company, otherwise wait and depart by sea vessel.
Utmost care in this matter is certainly necessary, as it is ab-
solutely not permitted to travel without a reliable caravan by
this route.

Convey to the companions on my behalf an exalted greeting.
Glad tidings to them, then glad tidings to them! By God, the
reality of glad tidings takes pride in giving them glad tidings,
but people are heedless of this most great bounty.

; To the honored and revered master, his honor Muhammad

Mustafa, upon him be all His most glorious Glory, I present
pure devotion and the Most Holy, Most Exalted greeting. Like-
wise I send greetings to the other friends in that land. Glory
be upon you and upon them and upon the people of Glory, in
the beginning and the end.

The servant
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To: Jafar et al.

O Jafar! He Who is wronged makes mention of thee from the
direction of His Most Great Prison, and gives thee the glad-
tidings of God’s loving-kindness...

We make mention in the Persian tongue that ye may become
aware of the heedlessness of those who claim divine love. All
the followers of the Quran acknowledge and confess that af-
ter the Manifestation, Husayn shall appear on earth and all
the Prophets and Messengers shall gather beneath His blessed
standard. Likewise shall the Qa’im return and join with the
Prophets and Messengers beneath the standard. Nevertheless,
all remain heedless and veiled save whom God willeth, and
most veiled of all are the people of the Bayan. I swear by the
Sun in the heaven of truth that all that was mentioned and
recorded in the divine Books of the past and future hath been
made manifest and evident, and the appointed times have come
to pass. Yet all are observed to lie dead in the graves of their
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desires. These utterances flow from the Pen out of considera-
tion for the weakness of the servants; otherwise the command-
ing Word proclaimeth at all times: “The Self-Subsisting hath
appeared after the Qa’im, and He it is by Whom the Bridge
was erected and the Balance set up, and the Hour came, and
the Resurrection arose, and the Trumpet was blown, and the
Speaker of the Mount spoke, and the Inevitable came to pass,
and the Striking Day struck, and the heaven was cleft asun-
der, and the earth was split, and the mountains were moved,
and every pregnant one cast down her burden, and thou seest
mankind as drunken, yet they are not drunken, but severe is
God’s chastisement.”...
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To: Muhammad Sadiq

He is the Expounder, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Praise be to the Desired One Who, through a hidden drop
in the Most Exalted Word, hath adorned the world with a
new and wondrous life. Blessed is the soul that hath attained
unto this life which is, in truth, manifest and visible in the
garment of immortality. Prayer, praise, glorification and glory
be upon the loved ones of God, whom neither the doubts of
the divines nor the allusions of the ignorant could deter. They
heard, they hastened, and they said: “Praise be unto Thee,
O Lord of all beings and King of the Kingdom of Names, for
having manifested and revealed Thy Cause resplendent and
Thy momentous Message, and for having announced unto all
what hath been ordained for them by God, the Lord of all
worlds.”

The honored Andalib, upon him be My glory, made mention of
thee. We have remembered thee in this wondrous Tablet, and
have turned toward thee from the precincts of the Prison, and
have brought forth for thee the pearls of wisdom and utterance
from the shells of the ocean of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, the
All-Generous.

This is the Day of grace and bounty, the Day of assistance and
service. Yet through the hosts of deeds and character have the
sword and its implements, and war and its equipment, been
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erased from the Book. This most great bounty and supreme
favor is specific to this Revelation. Those steadfast souls who
have quaffed from the crimson cup the Kawthar of immortal-
ity must assist the Cause of God through goodly deeds and
praiseworthy character.

Convey My greetings to the loved ones in that land, then share
with them that which hath flowed from the treasuries of My
Pen, that they may rejoice and be among the thankful. This
Day hath no peer or likeness, and from the loved ones must
appear that which befitteth this Most Great Day. Verily, We
have remembered thee with that which nothing in all creation
can equal, and We have accepted what thou didst send, as a
bounty from Our presence and a favor from Our court. Thy
Lord, verily, is the Almighty over whatsoever He willeth. There
is no God but Him, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.

i Glory be from Us upon thee and upon those whom neither the

taunts of the enemies nor the power of princes could prevent
from drawing nigh unto God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Haji Akhund), in Tihran

In My Name, the Self-Subsisting, the Steadfast

O Ali-Akbar! A strange world has appeared - that which
should exist is absent, and that which should not exist is
present. Truth is non-existent while falsehood and calumny
are manifest. Each day the opposers of the Threshold attribute
some theft and refer it to the poor, helpless inhabitants of
Akka. Through tricks and schemes they seek to stain His sanc-
tified hem, in order to erase the traces of truth and establish
the traces of falsehood. You saw what Akhtar wrote, and the
story about the Qur’an has surely reached your ears. Glory be
to God! The realms of justice and fairness are darkened and
clouded.

Despite all this, and griefs the like of which have never ap-
peared in the world, the Most Exalted Pen moves and the
Tongue speaks. For the sake of protection and preservation,
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We sent some souls from this land to the Threshold with ut-
most love, as circumstances had appeared that would lead to
corruption and bring about causes of murder. Therefore, out
of mercy We did what you have heard. However, they joined
the dawning-place of vain fancies, namely Shaykh Muhammad
Yazdi, and he acted according to Yahya’s fatwa in ways whose
mention would cause you grief. Outwardly, one would not have
thought such souls existed in the world of being. You should
abandon their mention and remember God, the Lord of the
Mighty Throne.

God willing, you will be assisted in all conditions to aid and
teach God’s Cause. A special Tablet of Visitation was revealed
and sent for Bik, upon him be My glory and bounty, and like-
wise a Tablet was revealed and sent for one of his relatives.
Some time ago, Aqa Siyyid Musa submitted a petition to the
Most Holy Court. His answer was also revealed - deliver it to
him.

God willing, may the people of the world drink from the
Kawthar of nearness and be illumined by the light of justice.
Night and day the Most Exalted Pen is occupied with wise
counsels and loving exhortations. We beseech God to create
attentive ears. Verily He is powerful over all things. Glory
be upon you and upon My loved ones there, and upon My
handmaidens and the leaves of My Tree who have believed in
the Single One, the All-Informed.
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BHO03072

To: Dhabih (Haji Muhammad Isma’il Kashani), in Tihran

He is the Expounder, the Caller in the midst of heaven

O Dhabih! The verses have been sent down from the heaven of
thy Lord’s Will, the Lord of Names and Attributes. Thereupon
the servant who was present came before the Throne and asked
whether Dhabih had a portion. We said: Yea, by thy Lord, the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful!

The Face of the Wronged One turned from the direction of His
Most Great Prison toward thee, and He remembereth thee with
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what flowed from the River of Life in thy name when the House
of the Beloved was surrounded by the hosts of tyranny and
wickedness. Reflect that thou mayest know what was hidden
from men of understanding.

Remember when the All-Merciful revealed unto thee what was
named the Tablet of Ra’is wherein He revealed what was hid-
den in His all-pervading knowledge. By the life of God! All
that was revealed from My Most Exalted Pen hath come to
pass. Read and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Revealer of
verses! That which hath appeared and shall appear hath been
revealed in the Tablets. This is attested by what the Tongue
of Grandeur uttered when He was in the hands of the wicked
ones.

O Dhabih! The Wronged One crieth out and lamenteth by rea-
son of what hath befallen Him at the hands of them that denied
God, the Lord of all men. Hearken unto what the idolaters say.
Among them is he who saith He hath claimed Lordship. Say:
Yea, by My life! This is He Who was promised in the Scrip-
tures and Tablets. If this be Baha’s crime, what sayest thou of
Him Who declared “Verily I am God from time immemorial”?
Say: Read ye the verses of God that ye may understand the
mysteries of this Cause which hath encompassed all who are
in earth and heaven.

Rejoice thou in My remembrance of thee, then read what We
revealed unto thee aforetime and in this time wherein He Who
is the Lord of the Day of Return is established upon the Throne.
Convey My glory unto thy son who hath turned toward the
Most Exalted Horizon and entered the White Spot, the place
wherefrom was raised the Call “The Kingdom is God’s, the
One, the All-Compelling.” Blessed is he in that he hath turned,
entered, attained the presence, heard and won that which was
recorded in the Book. Then convey My glory unto thy family
and My loved ones who have held fast unto the Sure Handle
and clung to the hem of thy Lord’s mercy, the Subduer of
winds.
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He is God, the Helper Olazadl 4l 5o

How many trees are adorned with wondrous divine fruits while
we remain imprisoned beneath the earth, and how many flour-
ishing gardens appear on earth while these existing eyes are
forbidden from beholding them! How many birds sing upon
the branches of trees while these ears are deprived of hearing
them! Therefore, one must count these numbered days as pre-
cious and not remain heedless of the remembrance and praise
of God. In all conditions, take refuge in God and be vigilant
lest through satanic whisperings you remain deprived of the
divine breezes.

Strive to manifest yourself among people with goodly character
and praiseworthy deeds, that perhaps the breaths of holiness
and detachment may waft from you, that perchance the hearts
of the dead may attain eternal life through association and
fellowship with you and become sustained by the Kawthar of
submission and contentment.

Although the counsel of the wise benefits not the ignorant - as
We have counseled in all Tablets that no one should oppose an-
other - from the time of Our sojourn in Iraq until now We have
forbidden people from carnal desires and from contention and
warfare with others. Nevertheless, they committed that which
was forbidden in all pages and Tablets, and the harm of the
deeds of the ignorant has rebounded upon this imprisoned ser-
vant. And souls who have committed all manner of unseemly
acts now display themselves in the garment of asceticism and
attribute to this servant all that they have done. This is what
was revealed in previous Books, that wolves would appear in
sheep’s clothing and busy themselves with deceiving people.

In any case, in all conditions fix your gaze upon the Truth and
be detached from all else. Count His remembrance as precious
and betray not the trust of His love to the treacherous and the
thief, but preserve it with the utmost care. Give thanks at all
times that separation has been changed to union, remoteness
to nearness, and that you have attained the recognition of God
in days when most are veiled.

And the Spirit be upon you.
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BHO03109

To: wife of Mihdi, in Yazd

He is God, Exalted is He, the Lord of Loving-Kindness and
Bounty

Glory be unto Thee, Thou O My God, the Lord Omnipotent. I
testify to Thine omnipotence and Thy might, Thy sovereignty
and Thy loving-kindness, Thy grace and Thy power, the one-
ness of Thy Being and the unity of Thine Essence, Thy sanctity
and exaltation above the world of being and all that is therein.

O my God! Thou seest me detached from all save Thee, holding
fast unto Thee and turning unto the Ocean of Thy Bounty, to
the Heaven of Thy Favour, to the Day-Star of Thy Grace.

Lord! I bear witness that in Thy servant Thou hast reposed
Thy Trust, and that is the Spirit wherewith Thou hast given
life to the world.

I ask of Thee by the splendour of the Orb of Thy Revelation,
mercifully to accept from him that which he hath achieved in
Thy days. Grant then that he may be invested with the glory
of Thy good-pleasure and adorned with Thy acceptance.

i O my Lord! I myself and all created things bear witness unto

Thy might and I pray Thee not to turn away from Thyself this
spirit that hath ascended unto Thee, unto Thy Heavenly Place,
Thine exalted Paradise and Thy Retreats of Nearness, O Thou
Who art the Lord of all men!

Grant then O my God, that Thy servant may consort with
Thy chosen ones, Thy saints and Thy Messengers in heavenly
places that the pen cannot tell nor the tongue recount.

O my Lord, the poor one hath verily hastened unto the King-
dom of Thy Wealth, the stranger unto his home within Thy
precincts, he that is sore athirst to the heavenly river of Thy
Bounty. Deprive him not, O Lord, from his share of the ban-
quet of Thy Grace and from the favour of Thy Bounty. Thou
art in truth the Almighty, the Gracious, the All-Bountiful!

O my God, Thy Trust hath been returned unto Thee. It be-
hoveth Thy Grace and Thy Bounty that have compassed Thy
dominions on earth and in Heaven to vouchsafe unto Thy newly
welcomed one Thy gifts and Thy bestowals, and the fruits of
the Tree of Thy Grace! Powerful art Thou to do as Thou
willest, there is none other God but Thee, the Gracious, the
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Most Bountiful, the Compassionate, the Bestower, the Par-
doner, the Precious, the All-Knowing.

I testify O my Lord that Thou hast enjoined upon men to
honour their guest, and he that hath ascended unto Thee hath
verily reached Thee and attained Thy Presence. Deal with
him then according to Thy Grace and Bounty! By Thy Glory,
I know of a certainty that Thou wilt not deny Thyself from
that which Thou hast commanded to Thy servants, nor wilt
Thou deprive him that hath clung to the Cord of Thy Bounty
and hath ascended to the Dayspring of Thy wealth.

There is none other God but Thee, the One, the Single, the
Powerful, the Omniscient, the Bountiful.
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BHO03065

To: father of Hasan Balyuzi

He is the One Who has dominion over all names!

Today the Speaker of Sinai is calling out in the Kingdom of
Utterance, summoning all to the Straight Path and the Great
Announcement. Yet ears worthy of hearkening to this Most
Exalted Word are rarer than red sulphur. Blessed is the soul
whom neither the chains of blind imitation nor the power of
those who would set limits has prevented from the Dayspring
of Divine Unity or deprived of the ocean of the All-Merciful’s
utterance. The waves of the ocean of manifestation surge be-
fore all faces, and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth shine
forth from every direction. Yet the desires of self and passion
have become an obstacle, preventing eyes from beholding the
Most Exalted Horizon and ears from hearing the shrill voice
of the Most Exalted Pen. We beseech God to make all aware
and not deprive them of the outpourings of His days. He is the
Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Your letter was forwarded to the Most Holy Court by Afnan,
upon him be My glory. Praise be to God, the fragrance of
love and devotion wafted from it. We beseech God, blessed
and exalted be He, to assist you in that whose fragrance will
never cease to endure throughout the dominion of His kingdom
and His sovereignty, and to make you a standard of His name
amongst His creation. Verily He is powerful over whatsoever
He willeth through His word “Be” and it is.

The aforementioned youth attained Our presence and meeting -
although for several years this Wronged One has not associated
with any of the outside parties. We met with them repeatedly
and signs of purity were evident from his countenance. We
beseech God to assist him in that which will cause the erad-
ication of corruption and establishment of the reformation of
the world. Verily He is the Hearer, the Answerer. The details
will surely be mentioned by his honor Afnan. Convey on be-
half of the Wronged One greetings to the friends in that land
and illumine them with the splendors of the light of the Sun of
remembrance. Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of
God’s loving-kindness be upon you and upon those who have
turned with radiant hearts and shining faces to the Most Ex-
alted Horizon, the station wherein all atoms proclaim: “The
kingdom and the dominion, the grandeur and might belong to
God, the Lord of the mighty throne and the elevated seat!”
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He is the Most Manifest, the Most Glorious

May my spirit and my being be sacrificed for Thee! The blessed
leaf adorned with the mention of the Beloved brought solace to
this distraught heart and caused sorrows to crumble. Alexan-
der first built from blocks of might and power an impregnable
barrier so that the people of tyranny and rebellion would not
transgress against the people of guidance and righteousness,
and that barrier remained firm as mentioned in the Book of
God. We beseech God to raise up an Alexander who will breach
these barriers and fortresses and deliver the friends from im-
prisonment. However, they have said there are two prisons -
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one outward and one inward. Outward imprisonment, if with-
out crime or transgression, is beloved; nay, that prison is the
homeland of lovers and the dwelling place of those drawn nigh:

Wherever Thou art with me, I am content, Even if my abode
be in the depths of a pit. Wherever our King spreads His
carpet, Be it a wasteland or the eye of a needle.

The furnace, through mention of the Friend, is a true rose
garden, while the rose garden, without the Friend, is truly a
furnace:

5 With Thee the furnace is a rose garden, O Life-Giver, Without

Thee the rose garden is a furnace, O Heart-Ravisher.

Every hardship in the path of the Beloved has been and will
be sweet nectar. But the prison which in divine terminology
truly merits this name is the prison of self and passion. We be-
seech God for power and strength that through His assistance
we may emerge from this dark, crushing prison and enter the
boundless expanse of justice and righteousness. The grief of
that [physical] prison lasts but numbered days, while the afflic-
tions of this prison are unnumbered and unlimited. We beseech
God to open before your faces the gates of goodly things, for
He is the Guardian of good deeds.

O my beloved, I have not been and am not heedless of your
remembrance for a moment. All the friends, in all nights and
days, are beseeching and hoping from God, glorified and ex-
alted be He, that they may attain the presence of that soul-
beloved. This is not difficult for God. The Spirit and Glory
and Holiness and Splendor be upon you and your family.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting; exalted be His glory,
the Almighty.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the shore of abiding
life, and dost dwell beneath the shadow of the bounty of thy
Lord, the Lord of Names!

That which had been adorned by the pen of affection and the
ink of love and unity hath reached Us. From the blackness
of its script there breathed the musk of fidelity, and from the
blossoms of its meanings there wafted the fragrance of love and
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purity. I beseech God, the Lord of existence and the Possessor
of the unseen and the seen, to guard thee within the shades
of His protection, to vouchsafe unto thee the blessing of His
grace, and to give thee to drink of the soft-flowing Salsabil of
nearness and reunion.

When I beheld thy message and perused thy letter, I repaired
unto the court of nearness, and laid that which thou hadst
uttered, with the tongue of lowly entreaty and supplication,
before the face of thy Lord, the All-Sufficing, the Most Exalted.
Then was the fragrance of bounty stirred, and the ocean of the
grace of the Lord of all being surged; and there was sent down
for thee a Tablet wherein the luminary of loving care shone
forth from the horizon of favour and mercy.

I beseech my Lord, the All-Glorious, to ordain for thee the
bounty of attaining its presence and of reciting it at morn and
eventide. Blessed art thou, for thou hast attained unto this
supreme favour, and hast been sustained by this celestial ban-
quet and this greatest gift. It behoveth thee to render thanks
unto thy Lord, the Mighty, the Chosen One, in the night-season
and at the hour of dawn, and to arise, with the most great
steadfastness amidst the realm of creation, in remembrance
and praise.

The grace of God hath encompassed the hori-
zons, and the showers of His mercy have rained upon all re-
gions. Blessed is he who hath striven to attain thereto and
hath adorned his outer and inner being with the vesture of
acceptance.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Lord, my Hope! Thou
art He Who hast ever described Thyself as the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous; Thy effulgent grace hath encompassed the
world. No likeness hath any unto Thee in Thy power and Thy
might, nor any peer in Thy sovereignty and Thy majesty. Thou
hast brought existence into being and hast made manifest all
created things, and Thou hast adorned those who love Thee,
in the realm of the unseen and the seen, with the robe of Thy
grace and bounty.

Thou beholdest such as love Thee and turn unto Thee, expec-
tant of the outpouring of Thy favour and the appearance of
Thy gifts. Decree for such a one, through Thy encompassing
care and Thy all-embracing mercy, that which shall rejoice
his heart in Thy days, gladden his soul through Thy loving-
kindness, and dilate his breast through Thy tenderness.

Then do Thou, O my Lord and my Desire, protect him, by
Thy Greatest Name, beneath the shade of the Lote-Tree of
Thy Cause that overshadoweth the world, and strengthen him
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in whatsoever shall exalt his name in Thy dominion and make
his remembrance enduring in Thy Kingdom. Verily, Thou art
the One Who is potent to do what He willeth. There is no
God but Thee, the Bestower, the All-Bountiful, the Giver, the
Mighty, the Munificent.

O thou beloved! Convey, on behalf of this Servant, wondrous
cries of magnification unto the faces of those who have been
adorned with the robe of steadfastness in the Cause of God,
the Lord of all creation, and give them the glad-tidings of the
appearance of grace and bounty from the realm of the decree
of the Lord of origination.

The spirit and the glory rest upon thee and upon thy house-
hold.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga)

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Grandeur and Power!

The letter of your honor, which was adorned with mention
of the Beloved, reached this lowly servant, and the fragrant,
amber-scented breezes from its words and utterances, written
in remembrance of the King of Oneness, were inhaled. O joy to
those breezes by which the paradise of the hearts of those near
to God is concealed! And blessed is the tongue that has spo-
ken the mention of the All-Merciful among all possibilities, and
the heart from which has flowed the Salsabil of the love of our
Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing! I beseech Him, exalted be
He, that through the waters of your remembrances of the King
of Names, He may revive the trees of the hearts of His servants
who have been heedless of the Most Great, Supreme Announce-
ment and His Ancient and Most Great Remembrance, that He
may make all the Divine Lote-Trees of knowledge among the
contingent beings, and cause all to speak forth your call and
testify that there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Bestower.

Be it known that after observing the luminous letter, it was
presented at the threshold of the Throne. The petition that
had been submitted to the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence
was presented in its entirety before the Face. A wondrous and
sublime Tablet has been revealed from the heaven of grace
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specifically for your honor, and likewise all the names that you
had written were presented before the Throne. Infinite favors
have been shown to all, and specifically for each name a sub-
lime Tablet has been revealed from the heaven of the Divine
Will and sent forth. God willing, may all attain to them and,
through the fragrances of the revealed verses - from a single
breath of which the realities of Paradise are set in motion and
stirred - arise with a wondrous spirit and sublime form to serve
the Cause and manifest that which is befitting of this Day. And
that is, first, to sanctify the self from all else save God, and
then, to appear with praiseworthy characteristics, commend-
able attributes, and goodly remembrances among humanity,
that through their breaths the horizons may be perfumed and
through their lights all things may be illumined. By God! They
are the people of Baha among all creatures.

Upon them be the glory of God and the glory of all the worlds.
Verily, remembrance and praise and glorification and splendor
be upon you and upon them and upon those who are with you
among the loved ones of God.

5 The servant of God
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To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi, in Hamadan

In the Name of the One through Whom surged the Ocean of
Knowledge!

2 Glory be to Him Who sendeth down the verses as He willeth!
He, verily, is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He
pleaseth. There is none other God but He, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

O thou who gazest toward the horizon! Thy letter hath reached
the Most Great Prison, and the servant who standeth before
the Throne hath read it. We have answered thee with that
whose fragrance hath wafted between the heavens and the
earth. Moreover, We have mentioned thee in the Book which
We sent unto him who hath turned unto God and who was
named Samandar in the kingdom of creation. Verily, thy Lord
is the Rememberer, the Munificent.
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That which thou hast wrought in the path of God hath been
presented before the Throne. He shall surely reward thee with
the most excellent of rewards. He, verily, is the Bestower, the
Mighty, the Great.

Be thou thankful unto God for having enabled thee to recognize
Him and for having made thee one of those who have attained
unto His wondrous Day. This is the Day of God. Blessed is he
who hath been illumined by its light and who hath done that
which beseemeth God, the Lord of all worlds.

i Say: O Lord of the world and Creator of the nations! I beseech

Thee by Thy Most Great Name to make me, in all conditions,
a servant of Thy Cause, a helper of Thy Faith, one who remem-
bereth Thy Name, one who uttereth that which Thou hast sent
down through Thy sovereignty, and one who acteth according
to that which hath been inscribed in Thy Book. I beseech
Thee, O my Lord, by Thy Self, to ordain for me that which
Thou hast ordained for the near ones among Thy servants, and
to decree for me that whereby my remembrance shall endure
in Thy kingdom. Thou, verily, art the Powerful, the Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

From this spot We send Our greetings unto them that have
believed in that place, that they may rejoice in the mention
of this Wronged One and hold fast unto that which they have
been commanded by God, the Almighty, the Powerful.

The Sun of Grace hath dawned, and God hath mentioned every
name that was in thy letter through verses that have gladdened
them that dwell in the kingdom of names and have stirred the
hearts of them that are endued with understanding. Thy son is
mentioned in the Book. Thy Lord, verily, is the All-Bountiful,
the Manifest, the All-Wise.

The glory rest upon thee, upon him, upon thy family, and upon
them that believed when the Trump was sounded and all who
are in the heavens and on earth swooned away, except such as
thy Lord pleased, the All-Knowing.
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To: Mirza Husayn Mishkin Qalam

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Expositor, the All-
Knowing

A mention from the Wronged One to him who hath attained
unto the lights of unity when the Manifestation of the Cause
appeared from God, the Lord of the worlds. The horizon of
utterance hath been illumined and the Most Exalted Pen hath
moved by the command of thy Lord, the All-Informed. We had
indeed held back the Pen for successive years lest the clamor
be raised by those who cast the Truth behind their backs and
followed what they were bidden by every heedless remote one.
When the appointed time came, the shrill voice of the Most
Exalted Pen was raised - verily He is the Generous Bestower.

Thou wert mentioned in the prison - this Book which speaketh
“There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Wise”
beareth witness to that. Conceal the face of the Cause from
every treacherous doubter. Hold fast in all conditions unto the
cord of wisdom and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O my God and
the God of all who are in Thy earth and Thy heaven, for having
drawn me nigh unto Thee and caused me to know Thee and
taught me and given me to drink the choice wine of revelation
from the hands of bounty and made me one of those who have
attained. I beseech Thee by the fragrances of Thy days and
the waves of the ocean of Thy grace that Thou make me in
all conditions empowered to remember Thee and steadfast in
Thy service. O my Lord! Thou knowest and seest what hath
befallen me in Thy path. My days have passed in prison be-
cause I turned unto Thee and believed in Thy signs. Do with
me as beseemeth Thy greatness and Thy sovereignty. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.”

The glory from the Wronged One be upon thee and upon thy
family and upon the children of him who attained unto the
knowledge of God when those on earth turned away from Him
save whom His all-compelling Will did choose among those in
the heavens and the earth. Convey my greetings and give my
salutations to each one who is with thee there. Say: “We have
remembered you and do remember you - verily He is the Re-
membering, the All-Knowing.” And We counsel them with that
which will manifest their station and glory and rank among the
people, and We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid them in
what He loveth and is pleased with. Verily He is powerful over
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what He willeth. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty,
the Great.

il sl g V1A (T Lo e il b

BLIB_ Or15697.001
BHO03196
To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashiru’s-Sultan)
Verily, We make mention of him who hath desired the counte- SOl &l « T ghs 5 4oyl 51, o SN Gl

nance of God and hath spoken in praise of God, the Lord of
existence. This is the Day whereon mankind hath arisen before
God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting. This is the Day
whereof God informed and gave glad tidings unto His servants
through His word: “Lead forth the people from darkness into
light and remind them of the days of God.” Thus hath the
matter been decreed from before God, the Lord of what was
and what shall be. This is the Day whereon the mountains
have been set in motion, yet most of the people understand
not.

Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One, and We have
heard that which thou didst call unto God, the Lord of the Fre-
quented Fane. Thy yearning hath attained unto Our hearing,
and We have revealed for thee that which no thing among all
things, nor any treasure among all treasures, can equal. Hold
fast unto the Most Great Name and cleave unto the hem of
God, the Lord of the exalted Station wherein the Tongue of
Grandeur did speak and summon all unto His praiseworthy
habitation.

Among the people is he whom the attraction of the verses of
thy Lord did so seize that he cast away the world, turning unto
God, the Lord of eternity. He came, heard, and responded,
attaining unto that which was recorded in the hearts of the
Prophets and inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen in My pre-
served Tablet.

Thou didst seek forgiveness from the ocean of thy Lord’s mercy,
the All-Merciful. We have purified thee, as a bounty from Us,
with the water of loving-kindness and favors. Verily, thy Lord
is the All-Compassionate, the Most Kind.

When thou dost inhale the fragrance of My words and attain
unto the traces of My Pen, make mention of My days and what
hath befallen Me from Mine enemies who cast the Command
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of God behind their backs, following every rejected scholar
and every forsaken ignorant one. Those who, at mention of
Us, arose and said what they said have pronounced judgment
against Us, and when We manifested the Cause they turned
away from Us and objected to Us with such tyranny as caused
the denizens of the Kingdom to lament.

We counsel thee with that whereby the Cause of God may be
exalted. This is what behooveth him who hath turned unto the
Most Sublime Horizon in this Promised Day. Glory be unto the
people of Glory who have held fast unto God’s Covenant and
Testament and acted according to what they were commanded
in His inscribed Tablet. Praise be unto God, the Lord of Kings
and Sovereign of the realm of might.
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To: Husayn-Quli Mirza

In My Name which shineth forth from the horizon of the King-
dom.

This is a Book sent down by the King of Omnipotence unto him
who hath turned to My horizon and heard My call and directed
his heart unto the station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
proclaimeth, before the creation of all beings: “There is none
other God but Me, the Mighty, the Bestower!”

By God! There hath appeared that which had never appeared
before, and the Speaker of Sinai, Who was promised in the
Books of God, the Lord of Lords, hath spoken. The story of
the Fire hath returned in the Sinai of the righteous and calleth
out with the most exalted call between earth and heaven: “The
Promise hath come, and the Lord of Names hath appeared with
the hosts of revelation and the standards of signs!” Can any
among the divines vie with Me in the arena of utterance? Nay,
by thy Lord, the All-Merciful! Say: Fear ye God and follow
not your idle fancies which are indeed idols, if ye be among the
possessors of insight.

We have heard thy call aforetime and that wherewith thou
didst call upon God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne and of
the dust. We answer thee with this Tablet which God hath
made a light unto the righteous and a fire unto the wicked.
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Thou didst attain unto My mention aforetime, and in this hour
when the All-Merciful hath ascended the throne of utterance
with power and sovereignty.

Say: O people of the Qur’an, know ye your station! Ye made
mention of Me throughout ages and centuries, yet when the
fingers of might rent asunder the veils and shrouds, ye pro-
nounced judgment against Me with such tyranny as caused
the pillars to tremble. Ye arose at My mention, yet when I
manifested Myself unto you, ye arose with swords of hatred
and committed that which caused the hearts of the people of
the cities of justice and equity to be sorely troubled.

i Say: O people of the Bayan, We behold you as We beheld them.

Soon shall ye reap from the trees of your deeds the fruits which
they reaped before. Take ye heed, O ye who are endued with
insight!

We counsel thee and those who have believed to remain stead-
fast with utmost steadfastness in this Cause whereby the lights
have shone forth. We have heard thy verse and prose in the love
and praise of God. It behooveth thee to thank Him for having
aided thee unto this bounty which the treasuries of the earth
cannot equal. He Who possesseth the Mother Book beareth
witness unto this.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali the Greater Branch
He is God, exalted is He! dls M »

In truth, after your departure the prison truly became a prison.
Some are occupied with lamentation and moaning, while oth-
ers are consumed by the fire of separation. I beseech God,
glorified be His majesty, to make you the cause and means of
the reformation of the world. He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

The two letters addressed to this servant were seen. The affairs
there are difficult, as most of the servants are inflamed with the
fire of enmity and moved by base desires. The improvement of
every matter has been and remains within God’s mighty grasp.
Verily, He has power over all things.
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His honor Aga Siyyid M is present before Us these days and
says that hereafter the climate of that land becomes very bad.
It would be good if you would proceed to Lahore or Kashmir
or other places. You should certainly investigate yourself and
go to whichever city you deem suitable. These matters are for
your own benefit. They have also mentioned that there is one
named Aqga ‘Abdu’l-Husayn there who is very trustworthy and
honest and is also knowledgeable in the preparation of food. If
deemed advisable, they may refer their services to him. This
too depends on your judgment.

5 Furthermore, we have given eighty English pounds and ob-

tained a draft to be paid to you there. Please receive it. Convey
Our greetings to the honored Nazir. God willing, may they be
joyous and adorned with the ornament of health and occupied
with the remembrance of God. They have written from Nayriz
that their relatives do not intend to proceed in that direction,
but rather intend to go to Yazd. We wrote to those parts that
if they are willing, they should send them and provide what-
ever is needed for the journey expenses. We shall pay it back
soon.

Whatever comes to pass is
assuredly for the best, and right is with you, and universal
outpourings are ordained for you. All send their greetings with
utmost longing. Write daily that which will bring joy to all.
The purpose of mentioning Rida is that no ill-feeling or conflict
should arise or be created there. The command is in God’s
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To: Mirza Mustafa

In the name of Him through Whom was hoisted the banner of
divine knowledge upon the most exalted station in the realm
of possibility.

A remembrance from Our presence unto him who heard the
Call when it was raised from the Most Exalted Horizon, that
the remembrance may draw him to a station wherein neither
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the happenings of the world nor the clamor of the nations shall
deter him, wherein he shall arise before all faces and give to
drink unto all beings, through My Name the Self-Subsisting,
My choice-sealed wine, that perchance they that slumber may
arise from the couch of heedlessness and turn towards the lights
of the countenance of God, the Lord of all worlds.

O Mustafa! Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory of God.

The Most Great Branch hath made mention of thee in this
Most Holy, Most Luminous Station. We make mention of
thee through that which God hath made as the Kawthar of
Life for the followers of all religions. Blessed is he who hath
turned and attained, and woe unto the heedless. This is a Day
wherein the fragrance of revelation and inspiration hath been
wafted amongst mankind, and all things have proclaimed: The
Kingdom and Dominion belong unto God, the Almighty, the
Glorious, the All-Praised.

Arise in My Name to serve My Cause, and remind the servants
of this Momentous News wherewith the Books of God, both
past and future, have given glad-tidings. Blessed is he who
hath cast away vain desire and taken hold of that which he
was bidden in this perspicuous Tablet. Hearken unto the call
of the Wronged One from the precincts of the Prison, then
aid Him through the hosts of wisdom and utterance. He will
verily assist thee and exalt thee through His firm and mighty
Command.

5 Say: He hath appeared with truth with such steadfastness as

the might of the servants could not frighten Him, nor could the
clamor of the heedless deter Him. Say: O peoples of the earth!
Judge fairly concerning that which hath appeared with truth,
and be not of the oppressors. This is a Day wherein the rustling
of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing hath been
raised. They who have heard it, these are the people of Baha
and the companions of the Crimson Ark, the mention of which
God hath revealed in the Book of Names. He is verily the
Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth through His mighty
and wondrous Command.

i Thus hath the Tongue of Ancient Days spoken, when He was

in the Most Great Prison, as a mercy from His presence upon
thee. He verily desireth whomsoever hath desired Him, and
loveth whomsoever hath loved Him. To this doth the Mother
Book bear witness in this glorious and exalted Station. The
Glory shining from the horizon of My utterance be upon thee
and upon those who have turned with radiant faces unto God,
the Single, the One, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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To: Muhammad-Ali

He is God, exalted be His station, the Grandeur and the Power!

> Your letter hath come before Us and the Wronged One hath
heard thy call and hath answered thee through the tongue of
His loving-kindness in the kingdom of His utterance, where-
fore the fragrance of faithfulness hath been wafted between
earth and heaven. Thou art he who hath turned unto the
Countenance and traversed the path until thou didst enter the
Valley of the Noble One, which God hath made the seat of
His glorious Throne. Thou didst attain the presence and didst
hear what My tongue did speak. Rejoice thou in My remem-
brance of thee, then give thanks to thy Lord, the All-Bountiful.
We have remembered thee in Tablets that shall testify on thy
behalf in all the worlds of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed. Thou art he who crossed land and sea in thy longing
to attain My presence, until thou didst drink the choice wine
of reunion from the hands of thy Lord’s bounty, the Merci-
ful. We beseech God to make thee known through His Name,
speaking His praise, gazing toward His horizon, soaring in the
atmosphere of His nearness, and holding fast to His mighty
cord. Say:

Glorified art Thou, O Thou at Whose separation the hearts of
those near unto Thee among Thy servants have melted, and
at Whose remoteness the tears of the sincere ones among Thy
creatures have fallen! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through
which Thou didst cause the mountains to be scattered in dust
and the earth to become a level plain, and by the Most Great
Word whereby Thou didst subdue all who are in earth and
heaven, to make me in all conditions strengthened through
Thy loving-kindness, speaking Thy praise, and standing firm in
service to Thy Cause. O my Lord! This is a day wherein Thou
hast opened the doors of Thy grace and mercy, and the rains of
Thy utterance have showered from the clouds of Thy generosity
upon Thy creatures. I beseech Thee not to disappoint me of
what lieth with Thee, then grant me from the ocean of Thy
bounty that which beseemeth Thy generosity and Thy majesty.
Then make me steadfast, O my God, in the service of Thy
Cause in such wise that nothing whatsoever shall prevent me.
Verily Thou art the All-Powerful, the Supreme, the Almighty.

O Muhammad-‘Ali!l Upon thee be My glory and My loving-
kindness. Know thou with certain knowledge and manifest
truth that even should all who are on earth flee and turn away
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from thee, the Prisoner will not flee from thee and will be
with thee under all conditions. Verily He is possessed of great
faithfulness. He will not leave thee; He will remember thee
as He remembered thee before, and will shelter thee as He
sheltered thee beneath the shadow of His mercy. He is the
All-Bountiful, the Generous. Praise be unto Him, for He is the
Goal of all who have knowledge and the God of all who are in
the heavens and on earth.
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To be typed.
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BHO03236

He is the Ever-Relenting, the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful

Glorified art Thou, O Thou Who by the movement of the fin-
ger of Thy will didst rend asunder the veils, and through the
effulgences of the lights of the Sun of Thy Revelation didst il-
lumine all lands! T beseech Thee by Thy Name through which
the Luminary of love shone forth and the throne of Thy utter-
ance was established amongst Thy servants, to ordain through
Thy Most Exalted Pen for Thy loved ones the good of this
world and the world to come. Thou art, verily, the Lord of the
throne on high and of earth below. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

O my Lord! Thou knowest and seest how one of Thy hand-
maidens hath entered the Most Great Prison, hath heard Thy
most sweet call, and hath responded among the maidservants
as though she had drunk of the Kawthar of recognition from
[...] of Thy bounty, O Thou Who art the Lord of all names
and the Creator of heaven! [...] beneath the shadow of Thy
loving-kindness and within the precincts of Thy mercy until the
decree of Thy destiny came upon her and caused her to ascend
unto the Supreme Companion through Thy might and power.
I beseech Thee, O God of the kingdom of earth and heaven,
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by the Dawning-Places of Thy Revelation, the Manifestations
of Thy inspiration, and the Recipients of Thy knowledge, to
adorn her with the robe of forgiveness and to send down upon
her from the ocean of Thy mercy that which will draw her nigh
unto Thee in every world of Thy worlds.

I beseech Thee, O my God, my Master, my Lord and my Hope,
by the ocean of Thy forgiveness, the heaven of Thy grace and
the sun of Thy bounty, to send down upon her at every moment
a mercy from Thee, that supreme joy may take hold of her after
grief had seized her in the realm of possibilities. Thou art
He to Whose bounty, loving-kindness, grace and benevolence
all atoms bear witness. I testify that she hath repaired to
her station which Thou hadst ordained for her through Thy
command, detached from all else save Thee and turning unto
Thee. Deal with her, then, as befitteth the heaven of Thy grace
and the sun of Thy bounty. And I bear witness, O my God,
that her brother came before her unto Thee, holding fast to
Thy cord, clinging to the hem of Thy robe, and awaiting the
wonders of Thy mercy. Send down, then, upon him at this
moment that which will gladden his heart and solace his eyes.
Thou art He Whom nothing can frustrate and no affair can
sadden. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what
Thou pleasest. Thou art, verily, the Strong, the Mighty, the
Munificent, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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To: Muhammad Quli who has attained, in Tihran

He is the Almighty, the Most Great!

This is a Book from the Wronged One to him who hath at-
tained the lights of nearness and heard the Call of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling. O Muhammad-Quli, hear My
call from the direction of My prison. Verily it will guide thee
and protect thee from the evil of those who have denied God’s
proof and His evidence, and turned away from His straight
path. They are servants who have taken falsehood as their
helper.

That which thou didst send before hath arrived, and in these
days with one of My loved ones, upon whom be My glory and
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My loving-kindness. We beseech God, exalted be He, to illu-
mine His loved ones with the light of the Most Great Stead-
fastness and adorn them with the ornament of justice. Verily
He is the Answerer of prayers. There is no God but Him, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Not a thing escapeth
His knowledge. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what
He pleaseth. He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

The Glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who have
quaffed the choice wine of utterance from the hand of the
bounty of their Lord, the All-Merciful, the Generous. Remem-
ber on My behalf My loved ones who have not broken My
Covenant and Testament, and who have arisen to serve the
Cause out of love for God, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

If thou shouldst see ‘Ayn and Ta, convey to him My greet-
ings and say: Beware lest thou enter the dwelling-place of the
ungodly who are consumed with the fire of hatred and have
disbelieved in God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. Let him
regard the deniers as a mere handful of clay. Say: Fear not the
turning away of people and their gatherings, and say not that
which beseemeth thee not before thy Lord. The knowledge of
all things is preserved in a clear Book. Thus hath the Tongue
of Utterance spoken from this sublime station.

; His honor Ismi Mihdi - upon him be My glory and loving-

kindness - sent thy letter to the Most Holy Court. After its
perusal, this Book from the Mother Book was revealed that
thou mayest rejoice and be among the thankful ones. We be-
seech God, exalted be He, to make His loved ones there among
those whom neither the doubts of men nor the allusions of
those who have denied this supreme grace have caused to slip.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi

In His Name through Whom the Sun of Divine Unity has shone
forth!

O Abu’l-Qasim, hear with thy inner ear the call of the Wronged
One.
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In these days certain vain imaginings have arisen. Beseech
God to protect His people. The former people would each day,
with the hands of idle fancy, fashion an idol of their imagi-
nation and call it the Fourth Pillar or other names. Glory
be to God! One is astounded at the words and deeds of that
people. Each day they would claim some new understanding
and knowledge, until finally their knowledge culminated in this:
One day, before attaining maturity, this Wronged One entered
a gathering where two individuals wearing enormous turbans
were, from behind a curtain, describing to one of the ladies
their own spiritual knowledge and stations, until one of them
stated that we must determine whether Gabriel is higher or
Qanbar, whether ‘Abbas is higher or Salman. This Wronged
One was bewildered. After a few minutes it was mentioned:
“O Mulla, if Gabriel is the one referred to in ‘The Faithful
Spirit descended with it upon thy heart’, then Master Qanbar
was not even present there.”

In those days this Wronged One lamented the wrongs done to
the Seal of the Prophets. 1 truthfully say that such wrong was
done to Him by the former people that the Tablet wept and
the Pen cried out - a crying that caused the Concourse on High
to weep and the companions of the Most Exalted Paradise to
cry out. We beseech God to protect this people from such idle
fancies and vain imaginings and to keep them steadfast on the
straight path. Verily He is the Mighty, the Triumphant, the
Powerful.

O Abu’l-Qasim! Today the Mother Book has turned toward
thee from the prison precincts. Blessed is he who hath re-
membered thee and sent thy name to a place named after this
heaven. We have remembered thee and answered thee with
verses that all the books of the world and what the nations
possess cannot equal. He Who hath spoken before all faces
beareth witness to this. The Kingdom and the Dominion be-
long to God, the Mighty, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Ali Muhammad et al.

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great VL;Y\ uv.\ﬂ\ 5

O Badi’! We exhort thee to patience, to composure, and to that
trustworthiness which hath been the trust of God committed
unto His creatures. Blessed are they who raise aloft its banners
and who guard its station.

O ‘Ali, son of Muhammad!

Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity.

Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbor, and look upon him
with a bright and friendly face.

Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an an-
swerer of the cry of the needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thy
pledge. Be fair in thy judgment, and guarded in thy speech.

Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men. Be as
a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful,
a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the distressed, an upholder
and defender of the victim of oppression. Let integrity and
uprightness distinguish all thine acts.

Be a home for the stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tower of
strength for the fugitive.

Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the
erring.

Be an ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown to the
brow of fidelity, a pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath
of life to the body of mankind, an ensign of the hosts of justice,
a luminary above the horizon of virtue, a dew to the soil of the
human heart, an ark on the ocean of knowledge, a sun in the
heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wisdom, a shining
light in the firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree
of humility.

BSW#06.10x,
BSTW#401x

GWB#130x, ESW.093x, ADJ.025x, DWN_v3#01 p.009x,
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To: Darvish Muhammad

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Greatness and the Power

> Praise be to God Who hath adorned the preamble of the Book
of Existence with the mention of the Beloved, through Whom
appeared the First Embroidery and whatsoever the peoples
need, through Whom the countenance of the world smiled
and the breeze of the All-Merciful wafted among the nations,
through Whom the decree of unity was manifested and the com-
mand of oneness was established, through Whom was raised
the banner of the Seal above all standards and the flag of the
Beginning among all peoples. Verily, He is the Manifestation
of the Most Great Sign which God, the Lord of Names, hath
sent down: He is the First and the Last, and the Manifest
and the Hidden. Exalted be this most sublime station unto
which no birds of the hearts of those in the kingdom of cre-
ation can soar. And peace and blessings be upon Him and
upon His family and companions through whom God’s Cause
was made manifest and the Dove of the Command cooed upon
the branches. Verily, there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Bestower.

O Muhammad! Thou art he who hath turned toward and
attained the presence of the Wronged One and heard what
hath befallen Him in the love of God, the Supreme, the Self-
Subsisting. We counsel thee with wisdom and utterance and
with that which will manifest the station of man among the
peoples of all religions. We beseech God to assist thee in all
conditions and to ordain for thee what shall profit thee in the
hereafter and in this world. Verily, He is the Lord of mankind.

God willing, may all attain through divine grace and act ac-
cording to what is in the Book. O Muhammad! Thou wert
present and didst hear from the Wronged One that which is
in truth the cause of the exaltation of God’s religion and His
Faith. Say: O servants! Hold fast unto goodly deeds and
spiritual qualities. I swear by the pearls of the sea of divine
knowledge that the hosts of virtuous character are mightier
than earthly hosts. Had the people of the lands held fast unto
these, the religion of God would never have been observed to
be weak. We beseech Him to assist all in that which is the
cause of the glory and elevation of His Cause. Verily, He is
powerful over all things and ready to answer.
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To: Qasim Khan

In the Name of Him Who is Sovereign over all names

Praise be to God Who hath revealed Himself through His Most
Great Name unto the world, whereupon all things proclaimed:
“The Kingdom and the Dominion, the Majesty and the Power
belong unto God, the Lord of the Kingdom of Names and Cre-
ator of the heavens!” Blessed is he who hath heard and is
endowed with hearing, and blessed is he who hath witnessed
and is possessed of sight, for he is indeed among the compan-
ions of the Crimson Ark which God hath mentioned in the
Qayyumu’l-Asma’.

O thou who gazest upon the Countenance! We have heard
thy call and have witnessed what hath befallen thee at the
hands of those who have denied God and His signs, rejected
His proof and disputed His evidence. We beseech Him, exalted
be He, to exalt thee through His Name, to aid thee through
His sovereignty, and to give thee to drink of the Kawthar of
His bounty - whosoever drinketh thereof hath attained unto
all good from God, the Lord of the Last and the First. Grieve
not over that which hath been ordained by the Pen of Destiny.
In all matters place thy trust in God, the Almighty, the Most
Glorious, the All-Bountiful. He will assuredly help thee and
open before thy face the door of His bounty and draw thee
nigh unto Him. He, verily, is established upon the throne of
wisdom and utterance.

Thou hast been mentioned by one of my Afnan who hath at-
tained My presence and drunk the choice wine of understand-
ing from the cup of My utterance. We make mention of thee
in this Tablet whose fragrance shall endure as long as God,
the Lord of the Throne and of the dust, and the Master of
this Day whereof the Books of God, the Lord of lords, gave
glad-tidings, shall endure. When thou receivest My letter, say:
“My God, my God! All praise be unto Thee for having guided
me unto Thy path and illumined my heart with the light of
Thy knowledge. I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great and Most
Glorious Name to ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for
Thy trusted ones in Thy lands and Thy chosen ones in Thy
dominions. Thou art He through Whose sovereignty all cre-
ated things have testified, and through Whose power all beings
have borne witness. There is none other God but Thee, the
Almighty, the All-Bountiful.”
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The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My King-
dom be upon thee and upon those who have not broken My
Covenant nor denied My proof, who have stood before all faces
declaring: “God is our Lord and the Lord of the Kingdom and
the Dominion. There is none other God but Him, the Almighty,
the Most Glorious, the All-Bountiful.”
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In the Name of Him Who is the All-Compelling over all names

My God, my God! Nearness to Thee is my hope, Thy forgive-
ness my aim, Thy good pleasure my desire, and Thy pardon
the ultimate object of my aspiration. I beseech Thee by the
waves of the ocean of Thy utterance, by the manifestations of
Thy power, by the revelations of Thine omnipotence, and by
the Word through which Thou didst raise up the standard of
Thy oneness amongst Thy servants and unfurl the banner of
Thy remembrance throughout Thy lands, to assist this servant
to act in accordance with what Thou hast commanded in Thy
Book.

O my Lord! Thou seest me enkindled with the fire of separation
from Thy loved ones. By Thy glory, O Thou Goal of the world
and He Who hath appeared through the Most Great Name! I
desire none other than Thee and love none but Thee. I implore
Thee not to leave me to myself. Aid me, under all conditions,
to remember and praise Thee.

O my Lord! Thou beholdest the thirsty one advancing toward
the ocean of Thy grace, the poor one awaiting Thy bounty and
benevolence, and the sick one yearning for the fountain of Thy
healing. I beseech Thee by Thy Prophets and Messengers, and
by Him through Whom the breezes of Thy Revelation were
cut off, to ordain for me the good of this world and the next.
Verily, Thou art the Lord of the throne on high and of the
earth below.

Then cause me, O my God, to be among those whom nothing
whatsoever hath deterred from turning toward Thy most ex-
alted horizon. Thou seest me, O my God, clinging to the cord
of Thy bounty and holding fast to the hem of Thy generosity
and favors. Thou seest my tears and hearest the sighs of my
heart. Through Thy grace and favor, ordain for me that which
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will calm my agitation. Strengthen, O my God, mine eyes to
behold the countenances of Thy chosen ones and loved ones,
and illumine the vision of my heart with the light of Thy knowl-
edge. Thou art He Who hath, by Thy power, borne witness to
all created things, and by Thy grandeur to all existence. There
is none other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Generous.

Bless, O God, O Thou Goal of the world and Beloved of the
nations, through the dawning-places of Thy knowledge, the
daysprings of Thy power, the manifestations of Thy Self, and
the source of Thy recognition. I beseech Thee by them to send
down from the heaven of Thy bounty upon Thy loved ones
that which will draw them nigh unto Thee, remind them of
Thy verses, and aid them in that which Thou lovest and art
pleased with. Verily, Thou art God. There is none other God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer
prayer.
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He is the Dawning Place from the Horizon of Utterance

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses and made
manifest that which was recorded in the Books of old. He is,
verily, the Single, the One, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. By
God! That which the All-Merciful revealed in the Qur’an hath
appeared, and all who are in the heavens and on earth were
thunderstruck, save those whom the hand of grace did rescue.
He is, verily, the Almighty, the Powerful.

Say: O concourse of divines! Fear ye God and follow not
your idle fancies. Follow that which ye have been commanded
in a mighty Tablet. Reflect upon the former ages and upon
the deeds of those who turned away from the Truth and dis-
puted His signs, until they pronounced judgment against the
Prophets and Messengers. They cast the command of God
behind their backs and seized upon that which they were for-
bidden in His perspicuous Book.

Blessed is he who hath heard the Call and turned toward the
Supreme Horizon. He is indeed of the people of this noble
station. Grieve not for what hath befallen thee. Behold and
call to mind what befell God’s chosen ones and His messen-
gers on earth, and be possessed of gracious patience. The
Wronged One consoleth thee from the precincts of His Most
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Great Prison, and remembereth thee with that which shall en-
dure as long as the names endure. Thy Lord is, verily, the
True One, the All-Informed.

Beware lest anything prevent thee from God. Hold fast unto
His mighty cord. When thou hast attained unto the Tablet,
turn thy face toward the House and say:

O Lord of nations and Manifest One through the Most Great
Name! I beseech Thee by the Most Exalted Word, which Thou
hast made the conclusive utterance in the kingdom of creation,
to render me in all conditions one who gazeth toward Thy hori-
zon, who standeth firm, who speaketh in Thy remembrance
and in service to Thy Cause. Thou art, verily, the Powerful
over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God but
Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful. Then write down for me,
O my God, through Thy Most Exalted Pen, that which shall
profit me in the Hereafter and in this world. Then provide
me with one who shall remember Thee in my days, who shall
succeed me and inherit my turning unto Thee, my recognition
of Thee, and my remembrance of Thee. Thou art, verily, pow-
erful over whatsoever Thou willest. There is none other God
but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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Tablet of Visitation for ’Abdu’s-Salih, Gardener in the Service

He is the Compassionate, the Generous

Blessed be he that entereth the Ridvan Garden, extolling the
name of God, his Lord, the Most Compassionate.

O ye the followers of this Wronged One! Upon arriving at the
precincts of this garden, stand ye at its gate, say:

May the perfumed breezes wafting from they flowers and blos-
soms blow over thee, O ‘Abdu’s-Salih, O thou effulgent light!
I bear witness that the evidences of they handiwork in this
garden are a testimony to thy living presence and to the ser-
vices that thou hast rendered to thy Lord, the God of mercy.
I testify that thou art alive in the Most Exalted Horizon and
that thy name hath been recorded in the Crimson Scroll.

Sufficient unto thee, O Salih, be these tidings, uttered by this
Wronged One in the prison-town of ‘Akka! I testify — and with
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Me the concourse on High, the denizens of Paradise, and the
inmates of the All-Highest Heaven do likewise testify — that
thou didst, verily, attain unto the Days of God, didst ascend
to heaven in His days, and didst consecrate thine own days
to the service of His Days. Alas, the very trees are sighing in
their separation from thee, the flowers are mourning in their
bereavement, and the twin streams are weeping in their deso-
lation —yea, their sorrows have afflicted all the gardens of the
earth. All joy and blissfulness be thine, O Salih, for the Lord
did bless thee in thy life and in thy death; and thou wast men-
tioned by the Pen of Glory in the Most Exalted Paradise on the
day thou didst repair to God, the Lord of men —a day whereon
the dwellers of the realms above inhaled from thee the heavenly
fragrance of thy garden. Radiant glory and effulgent splendour
be upon all who seek out thy resting-place, who visit thee, and
call thee to remembrance for the sake of God, the Lord of all
worlds; and upon thee, upon thy beginning and thy end, upon
thy outer and thy inner being, rest His light and mercy, his
grace, his loving favours, his providence and blessings.

He is the Forgiving, the Bountiful.

Blessed art thou, O Salih, in that this day thou hast chosen
for thyself, within the precincts of the mercy of thy Lord, an
exalted station and a manifest remembrance. Magnify thine
own soul on My behalf, and then beseech God that He may
bestow upon Us that wherewith He hath endowed thee, and
deliver Us from this world, from its rigors, and from its afflic-
tive torments. Blessed is he who remembereth thy days and
seeketh, through thee, to draw nigh unto God, thy Lord and
the Lord of all who are in the heavens and on the earth. O
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Salih! Forget not thy loved ones in thy praiseworthy station,
thine exalted, blessed, and manifest abode. BLIB_Or15714.094, BRL_DA#£348,
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BHO03517
To: Mirza Buzurg Mustawfi, in Khurasan
He is the All-Possessing, the Most High! Jld LS’J\ »

We have sent down the verses and manifested the clear proofs,
yet most of the people hear not. They have cast away that
for which they were created and have taken up that which was

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

(.a;:\ Al Ol ek, UV Uy
LA\)J’\}AS‘)AL‘.A‘)-LUMY
U‘{JJJ u.\l\ }:&LAAD\UKL}M

177


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/bh03367/
http://www.bahai.org/r/145356442
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/zsm.pdf

Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BHO03517

forbidden unto them in the Book of God, the Master of the
Day of Judgment. O Buzurg! Be thou ready to hearken unto
My most sweet call in this most exalted station which God
hath adorned with His mighty throne.

O Land of the Prison! Give thanks unto thy Lord, for He
hath made thee the dawning-place of the angels and the Spirit,
and the dayspring of His signs and the rising-place of His clear
proofs. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful. Grieve not over thy burdens. Recount unto thy Lord
whatsoever hath appeared in thee. Thy cause is not hidden
from God, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.

Glorified be He Who hath appeared and manifested whatsoever
He desired through His power and sovereignty. He, verily, is
the Strong, the Almighty, the Powerful. The happenings in the
lands and the deeds of the servants prevent Him not from that
which He desireth. He speaketh before all faces that which
guideth them that have gone astray unto His straight path.

Say: My God, my God! Thou seest my poverty and need,
my powerlessness and weakness. 1 beseech Thee by the waves
of the ocean of Thy riches and the hosts of the land of Thy
power and the manifestations of Thy supreme sovereignty and
the outpourings of Thy mighty grandeur to make me in all
conditions to hold fast unto Thee and unto Thy loved ones who
have arisen to help Thy Cause and who desire the salvation of
Thy creation. Thou art, verily, powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thee, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.

My God, my God! Thou seest how the thirsty one hath has-
tened to the Euphrates of Thy mercy, and the poor one to the
ocean of Thy bounty, and the abased one to the heaven of Thy
glory. I beseech Thee by the Point through which the books of
the world were distinguished, and by Thy Name whereby Thou
didst illumine the faces of the nations, to bring forth for me
from the hand of Thy power the pearls of the depths of Thy
knowledge. Thou seest me, O my God, standing before Thee
to serve Thy loved ones, speaking Thy praise, and holding fast
to Thy firm cord and to Thy Most Great Name. There is none
other God but Thee, the Forgiving, the Bountiful.
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In the Name of the Manifest, the Luminous, the Speaking, the
Evident One!

O Haji Aqa, upon thee be the Glory of God! Night and day,
the people of Baha beseech God that He may not afflict His
servants with vain imaginings like unto the vain imaginings of
the Shi’ih sect. They considered themselves the most just of all
people, yet they committed manifest injustice in their killings,
such that the people of the cities of justice and fairness remain
bewildered. We hope from God that the people of God will
arise with utmost effort to protect His servants, lest another
party appear like unto that party and again bring forth that
which causeth the fire of hatred and animosity to be kindled.

Thy name hath come before the Wronged One, Who maketh
mention of thee in this perspicuous Book. Today is the day of
teaching. Each one of the loved ones must turn to this Most
Great Cause and with wisdom, utterance, spirit and fragrance
guide the heedless to the horizon of awareness. Thus doth the
Dove of Utterance warble upon the highest branch of possibil-
ity, by the command of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

And this is what was revealed for his honor ‘Aziz, upon him
be the Glory of God:

5 In His Name, through Whom was broken the seal of the Choice

Wine!

i O ‘Aziz! The Wronged One hath turned toward thee from this

spot wherefrom the Call hath been raised, as a token of grace
from God, the Mighty, the Powerful. Blessed is the ear that
hath heard and the eye that hath seen, and woe unto the heed-
less! Say: He Who was hidden from all eyes hath come, and He
through Whom the fragrance of God, the Lord of this exalted
station, was diffused, hath appeared. The Promised One hath
come with a sovereignty that hath conquered all who are in
the heavens and on earth. Should anyone ask thee about the
Glory, say: Verily it is under the claws of hatred, as attesteth
My perspicuous Book. The winds of oppression have encom-
passed the Lamp of God, the Lord of the Day of Judgment.
Say: My God, my God! Aid Thy servants to arise to serve
Thee and assist them to be steadfast in Thy love. Verily Thou
art the Powerful One, to Whose grace the beings bear witness
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and to Whose grandeur all created things testify. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Ancient of Days.

BHO03567

To: Ahmad Nur, in Akka

He is God, exalted be His station, to Whom belong greatness
and grandeur!

O thou who soarest with the wings of certitude in the atmo-
sphere of inner meanings and utterance, and who art adorned
with the ornament of wisdom and exposition! Thy letter, which
was embellished with the mention of the Hidden Name and the
Treasured Symbol, hath come before the Wronged One. We
have heard what the dove of remembrance cooed upon the
branches of the Lote-Tree of thy heart, and We found thee
swimming in the ocean of divine decree, which is a mystery of
God’s mysteries, a protection from His protection, and sealed
with His seal. We beseech God, exalted be He, to show you
the Sun that shineth from its depths - verily it is the mystery,
and the mystery of the mystery, and the mystery enshrouded
in mystery. Through it are all suppositions and imaginings
effaced, and through it hath the sun of certitude shone forth
from the horizon of the will of the All-Merciful. Through it the
ocean surgeth, the divine fragrance is diffused, and the breeze
of God wafteth over all things. Blessed is he who hath attained
unto it, detached from all else. At times thou seest it in the
form of fire and its flame, and at other times as the Water of
Life for all contingent beings and the Most Great Medicine for
the healing of the world. By thy life! Whoso hath found its
fragrance will never be heedless of it, even should all on earth
assail him with sharpened swords and piercing blades. He be-
holdeth all his acts and remembrances as a single remembrance,
and his state in the service of God’s Cause as eternal. We be-
seech Him, exalted be He, to grant us success in recognizing
this most exalted Station and most luminous Spot, and to aid
us in effacing the imaginary and manifesting the known. Verily,
He is the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Furthermore, it hath been proven with clear proof that thy
mention of this Prisoner, Who hath become forsaken by the
world, was solely for the sake of God. We beseech Him to re-
ward thee with the best of rewards and to confirm thee in that
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which will cause thy remembrance to endure through the eter-
nity of His most excellent names and most exalted attributes.
Verily, He is the Ruler over whatsoever He willeth through His
sovereignty that encompasseth the worlds. And praise be to
God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Muhammad Taqi son of Muhammad Sadiq, in Qazvin

He is the Speaker upon the throne of the world!

O Muhammad Taqi! God shall increase thy recompense on
account of thy son who hath ascended unto Him. My son,
Mihdi, in like manner, took his leave of this world soon after
Our arrival in this prison.

O Muhammad Taqi! The world is sorely agitated and en-
shrouded with dust. Its ordeals have taken precedence over
its peace, its wrath hath surpassed its grace, and its afflic-
tions have exceeded its delight. It is the object of desire of the
heedless, while the discerning despise it. Peace and security
are found therein as rarely as the philosophers’ Stone, whilst
its calamities continue to mount beyond enumeration. Man
is compelled to behold in this world what he wisheth not to
see, and he is obliged to associate closely with those whose
presence he abhoreth. Had this world any significance, thou
wouldst behold Me established upon its thrones, and had it any
value, its Creator and Sovereign would not have turned away
therefrom. Leave it to its people that its sadness may not over-
come thee or its vanities please thee. Its glory is abasement,
its riches are poverty, and its constancy is ephemeral. Where
is the splendor of Parviz and his golden hoard, where is the
leisure of the powerful and their tall mansions, where is the
wealth of the tyrants and their serried hosts? Wert thou to see
the palace of Khosrow today, thou wouldst find it barren save
for the reverberations of the echo and the spider’s web.

Profit by their example, O thou endued with understanding,
and grieve not over that which hath befallen thee. Thus do
We comfort and console thee and admonish thee to be patient
and long-suffering. Verily, thy Lord is the Ordainer, the Un-
constrained. We do not mean by “the world” anything more
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than its people, for as it is in itself, it is the ground which
supporteth My steps, the pasture for My flock, the panorama
of My chosen ones, the dawning-place of the evidences of My
power, and the manifestation of My most excellent names and
exalted attributes. Verily, thy Lord is the Expounder, the All-
Knowing.

The glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of the utter-
ance of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, rest upon him who hath
ascended unto the realm on high and entered beneath the shel-
ter of the providence of his Lord, the Master of this world and
the next, the King of the Throne above and the earth below,
and upon those who have not allowed the affairs of this world
to alarm them in the Cause of God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

He is God, exalted be His glory!

The servant in attendance has appeared and presented what
you sent to him. We heard it with an ear that has no likeness
in the world and saw it with an eye that brings comfort to all
eyes. That which you hoped for from the bounty and favor
of the Desired One of the world - God willing, you will attain
it and have attained it. O Mihdi! Consider the unburdened
heart as an ocean, and the heart that is clouded by the dust of
the world as the eye of a needle. Praise be to God that in your
early days you attained the recognition of Truth and attained
His presence, and drank the Kawthar of inner meanings in Iraq
and in the Land of Mystery and the Most Great Prison, and
freely partook of this greatest feast. By the life of God! If its
value were known, all the treasures of the world and what the
nations possess would not equal it. And from the Supreme Pen
was recorded concerning you that which today you are veiled
from knowing. It shall be revealed in truth - verily I am the
Unveiler, the All-Manifest, the All-Knowing.

As regards Muhammad Mustafa, upon him be the glory of
God - in these days word has come that his presence would not
accord with wisdom. This is one reason, and another reason
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is that if We were to summon him We would need to summon
all the companions of that land, and in these days this would
not accord with wisdom. God willing, We shall summon him
later. Thus has My Most Exalted Pen spoken - inform him
that he may be among those who are informed. O Mihdi! We
love those who desire Our presence and We love to see them -
to this bear witness I and you and he who stands before the
Face and writes, and this swift Pen. We have enjoined wisdom
upon all and We must observe it. Verily thy Lord is the Ruler
over what He willeth. Praise be to God, the One, the Single,
the Unique, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy. And it is for Him
to withhold permission until God brings about His decree.
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He is the Herald in the Kingdom of Knowledge

Glorified be He Who has manifested His Cause with a
sovereignty that has encompassed all who are in the heavens
and on earth. Verily He speaks the truth and summons all to
this Announcement at which the limbs of the idolaters have
quaked. No thing can frustrate Him, no matter can prevent
Him, the power of the world cannot weaken Him, and the
hosts of kings and rulers cannot frighten Him. Say: O people
of creation, judge fairly by God, the Creator of heaven - can
any among you race with the horsemen of utterance in this
arena? Nay, by His Own Self, the Mighty, the Bestower! Your
powerlessness is attested by a clear Book from His presence.
This is a Day wherein the Mother Book calls out from this
supreme horizon and summons all unto God, the Mighty, the
Praiseworthy. Blessed is he who has ears to hear and has
turned towards Him, and woe unto the heedless ones. Judge
fairly, O people, concerning that which has appeared in truth,
and be not of the wrongdoers. When thou dost find the
breezes of revelation and drink the choice wine of utterance
from the cup of thy Lord’s bounty, say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having drawn me
nigh unto Thee and enabled me to turn toward Thy horizon
and for having made manifest to me Thy path. I testify that
Thou hast appeared and revealed what was hidden in the trea-
suries of God’s protection and what was stored in the blessed,
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luminous land - the place wherefrom the Lote Tree of the Ut-
most Boundary proclaims: The kingdom belongs to God, the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

Thus has the dove of knowledge warbled upon one of the
branches, and the herald has called out between earth and
heaven: The gate of utterance has been opened and the All-
Merciful has come with clear sovereignty. O people! I desire
from you no benefit nor anything of things, but rather We
desire to draw you nigh unto your Ancient Master, through
Whose finger’s motion were set in motion worlds which none
knoweth save God, the Lord of all worlds. Blessed is he who
has judged fairly and turned towards Him, and blessed is every
hearer who has heard the Call when it was raised from this no-
ble station. Thus have We adorned the horizons of the heaven
of the Tablet with the stars of utterance. Blessed are they who
possess true knowledge.
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He is God, exalted be His glory and universal be His bounty!

O beloved of the heart! Your adorned letter arrived and from
its delicate expressions were inhaled the fragrances of love and
affection. Praise be to God that you have attained the most
great favor time and again and have been blessed with the
bounty of nearness and presence, which is the most glorious of
divine bounties. There is no favor in divine knowledge greater
than this, and no bounty higher or more excellent than this.

We beseech His infinite grace and favor that He may ever cause
that beloved one to abide beneath the shade of the Tree of
divine protection and preservation, and guard him from the
evil of the people of tyranny and pride, and adorn him with
the robe of grace and mercy, and sustain him from the Salsabil
of generosity and loving-kindness. Verily He has power over
whatsoever He willeth and is gracious and all-knowing toward
His loved ones.

Although after prolonged days of separation the period of re-
union also passed briefly, yet thanks must be offered that in
these times, despite the multitude of enemies and the opposi-
tion of the people of tyranny and wickedness and the paucity
of helpers and the attacks of the wicked, He made possible
the means of meeting beneath the Tree and made His loved
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ones happy with this bounty. His is the praise and glory and
grandeur and majesty and power and eternity.

5 My God and my Lord and my Support! I beseech Thee by Thy

comprehensive grace and Thy mighty favor to assist Thy loved
ones in remembering Thee and praising Thee and thanking
Thee in the places of Thy bounties, and preserve them in the
shelter of Thy protection from the evil of the most wretched
among Thy creatures, and grant them the good of this world
and the next. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest.

Furthermore, the press of occupations prevents lengthy writing.
Convey to the friends of God, one and all, wondrous and sub-
lime remembrances, especially to Mirza Ali-Muhammad, upon
him be the glory of God. The rest of the spirit and glory be
upon thee and upon thy family.
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To: Alaud-Din Khan, in H

He is the Most Ancient, the Most Great, the All-Knowing Ex-
pounder.

The Supreme Pen hath testified that there is none other God
but Him, and that He is the One Who hath revealed Himself
unto all things through His most beautiful names on the Day
wherein the horizon of Divine Unity was illumined by the Sun
of His Name, the All-Subduing Lord of all creation.

This is the Day wherein the Mystery of Divine Unity hath
proclaimed: The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the One, the
All-Powerful, the Unconstrained. With Him did the Day be-
gin and with Him shall it end, and from Him have the lights
appeared and unto Him have they returned. Blessed is he who
hath seen with his own eyes and blessed is he who hath heard
with his own ears that before which the mountains would have
crumbled away. There is nothing that hath not been encom-
passed by the manifestations of the lights of Divine Unity.

Among the people are those who have recognized and turned to-
wards Him, and those who have remained heedless and turned
away. Well is it with him who hath drunk the wine of Divine
Unity from the cup which God hath made the fountainhead of
the seas. He cannot be known through aught else beside Him
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nor can He be comprehended through anything other than Him-
self. And despite His manifestation in all things, He hath ever
been sanctified above them and exalted beyond that which the
people of mystical knowledge have uttered. Whoso hath rec-
ognized Him in His Manifestation hath attained unto Divine
Unity, and whoso hath remained heedless is of the people of
the veil.

O thou who gazeth upon the Countenance of Divine Unity and
drinketh from the cup of detachment, hearken unto the call of
Him Who hath been wronged in this Most Great Prison: There
is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
Hold fast with power and assurance to this cord, which when
it moveth, all created things become still and all contingent
beings find peace, and when it becometh still, all who are in
earth and heaven are stirred into motion.

We have read thy letter and perceived from it the fragrance of
thy love. We beseech God to aid thee in that which will cause
thy mention to endure in the Kingdom and thy name to last
in the Heaven of Remembrance. The Glory be upon thee and
upon those who have attained on this Day wherein all who are
on earth were thunderstruck save those whom God, the Lord
of all men, hath willed.
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To: Haj Mirza Husayn-Ali Khususi Yazdi

He is the Most Holy, the Most Pure, the Most Mighty, the
Most Exalted

Glorified be He Who through His power hath raised up the
banner of “Verily, I am God!” upon every lofty and impreg-
nable mountain, then through His wisdom established Himself
upon the throne, doing what He willeth. He, verily, is the
Ruler over whatsoever He pleaseth. The atoms have testified
to that which the Revealer of verses hath testified in this ex-
alted Castle. Behold ye the power of God and His sovereignty!

He that imprisoned Me in the most desolate of places is today
beneath the earth, while the Lord of mankind is in this glorious
station. He passed judgment upon Us with such tyranny as the
eye of creation had never witnessed. To this beareth witness
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the Lord of Names, yet most of the people are heedless. The
promise hath come to pass, and that which was in the Tablets
hath appeared. Blessed is he who is endowed with true vi-
sion. God hath seized those who oppressed Us with a mighty
grasp from His presence, and will seize those who transgressed
against the Mighty, the All-Wise.

O My Pen! Make mention of him who turned his face toward
Mine, who emigrated in My path until he entered the seat of
My throne in My prison and heard with his own ear My call and
My utterance, that he may soar with joy at My remembrance
in the atmosphere of My love and recount unto My loved ones
that which My Speaking Tongue, the All-Knowing, hath pro-
nounced. Blessed art thou, O Husayn, for having remained
faithful to God’s Covenant and His Testament, and blessed art
thou, O ‘Ali, for having turned thy face toward the Ancient
of Days and discovered the fragrance of the Hijaz wafted from
the garment of God, the Lord of the worlds.

5 From this station We send Our greetings to My loved ones who
have attained unto My days, who have clung to the hem of My
commandments and ordinances which were sent down through
My mighty and wondrous decree, that the remembrance and
utterance may raise them to the summit of knowledge and
bring them nigh unto a station wherein the Tongue of Grandeur
proclaimeth: “The Kingdom belongeth unto God, the Lord of
the worlds.” Thus hath spoken the tongue of thy Lord, and by
it hath moved the Supreme Pen in its luminous station.
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To: Haji Siyyid Javad

Jim, Vav. God will console you through His grace. He is ver-
ily the Consoler, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Grieve not
for thy father. He hath ascended unto God, and from him
emanated the fragrance of My love, the Most Mighty. It be-
hooveth you to grieve for those who are heedless, not for those
who have attained unto the mention of the All-Wise. God hath
forgiven him before his ascension and after his ascension. He
hath caused him to enter a station the description of which the
pens of all worlds are powerless to recount.
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2 Convey My greetings unto him who was named Ali. Say: Be-
ware lest thou grieve in My days, and beware lest anything
sadden thee. Behold the ocean of thy Lord’s loving-kindness
and be thou of the joyful ones. I was younger than thee when
My father ascended unto God, and certain souls would console
Me, but God consoleth thee with His own sacred and won-
drous tongue. Judge thou fairly: after this, doth grief beseem
anyone? Nay, by My Beauty that shineth from this manifest
horizon! This is a word We have sent down through Our grace,
that nothing that appeareth on earth may sadden thee. Thy
Lord is verily the Expositor, the All-Knowing.

This is not a day of sorrow and weeping. Rather, it behooveth
thee and those who have believed to rejoice in the days of their
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous. He will suffice
you in truth, and He is more compassionate than a thousand
fathers - this within the limits of creation; otherwise His at-
tributes are far exalted above being bounded by limits or ex-
hausted by pen and ink. To this testifieth every knowing and
discerning soul.

Put your trust in Him, then occupy yourselves with His remem-
brance, then rejoice in that He remembereth you in His Most
Great Prison with verses that all the treasuries of the world
cannot equal. Blessed is he who hath ascended. He is among
those who have been guided by the lights of the Cause and have
turned with radiant countenance toward the Beloved. Among
the tokens of his goodly intent are your appearance and your
arising to serve your Ancient Lord. Remember him with joy
and fragrance, and We remember him from this noble scene.
Upon him be the glory of God and the glory of all who are in
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To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)

He is the One Who speaks with truth and appears with justice.
2 O Ibn-i-Asdaq who is sanctified! Upon thee be My glory and

My loving-kindness. The Wronged One, in the midst of tribula-

tion, remembers His loved ones and chosen ones and servants,
and counsels them to such steadfastness that neither names
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shall prevent them from their Creator, nor things from their
Sovereign, nor the earth and its treasures, nor the heaven and
its stars, nor the seas and their waves. Thus did the Tongue
speak when the Wronged One was in a palace whose very parti-
cles proclaimed: “The Kingdom belongeth to God, the Lord of
the worlds.” By God’s life! Baha desired naught but to purify
the world from the dust of self and passion. To this testifieth
that which hath been sent down from the heaven of His Will
for the righteous ones.

Your letter was received and we informed the honored Amin,
upon him be My glory. We beseech God to aid him in that
which He loveth and is pleased with. As to the matter men-
tioned, although some souls previously desired to render as-
sistance to the Cause of God, they were not honored with
acceptance. And now it is observed that this matter has be-
come very necessary, for the pillars of the world are in motion
and in foreign lands widespread diffusion hath occurred. Soon
that which will cause the deniers and the opposers anxiety and
shame shall appear. And in view of the grace directed toward
the aforementioned one, his will hath been made conformable
to the Will of God and adorned with the ornament of His good-
pleasure. God willing, he shall attain to such assistance as will
cause the exaltation of this Cause in the world and its pillars.
This is the most great bounty which hath shone forth from the
horizon of the heaven of the providence of God, exalted be His
glory. Blessed is he and joy be unto him. Verily thy Lord is
the Compassionate, the Generous.

Replies to the petitions shall arrive in due course. Glory and
peace be upon thee and upon those who are with thee and who
hearken to thy words concerning the Cause of God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Jinab-i-Afnan

In My Name that overshadoweth all that was and is to be!

O My Afnan! Upon thee be My glory and loving-kindness. The
letter of Andalib - upon him be My glory - which he had sent
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to thee was brought to the Most Holy Court by Afnan ‘Ali -
upon him be My glory.

Praise be to God that Andalib, with most eloquent utter-
ance, warbles in praise of the Object of the world’s adoration.
He hath ascended, through his love of God, glorified be His
majesty, to the heaven of fluency and eloquence, and the Lord
of all beings hath testified to that which will preserve his men-
tion as long as the Kingdom of Names endureth. His verse is
the dawning-place of joy and his prose the source of gladness.
We beseech Him, exalted be He, to strengthen him and enable
him to preserve what hath been sent down for him from the
Kingdom of His wondrous utterance.

Blessed is he, inasmuch as his praise and glorification, as well
as his mention of the name of Afnan and the chronogram which
appeared from the realm of his utterance, have been adorned
with the ornament of acceptance. Happy is he! He hath ever
sought admittance into the presence of the Wronged One, but
We have delayed permission for the sake of teaching the Cause
of God and for another matter. We beseech God to aid him at
all times to spread abroad the revelations of the Supreme Pen.

This is the Day of service, the Day of teaching, and the Day
of assistance, but through wisdom. Utterance is effective, es-
pecially if it proceedeth from pure and detached hearts. We
beseech God to assist him with the hosts of His knowledge.
Verily, He hath power over all things.

As to what he mentioned regarding Haji Mirza Husayn, he
hath been honored with the effulgences of the lights of permis-
sion. In all circumstances they must observe and hold fast unto
wisdom, lest the clamor of them that have disbelieved in God
and violated His Covenant and Testament be raised. Should
wisdom permit, let them turn with such detachment that all
things will turn toward the Supreme Horizon. Thus hath My
Most Exalted Pen spoken in this noble and sublime station.

The glory which proceedeth from Me rest upon him and upon
whosoever hearkeneth unto his word concerning the Cause of
God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Mirza Muhammad

He is God, exalted is He in might and power

O Muhammad, upon you be my greetings! The letter which
you sent to this servant was presented before the Presence, and
from it were evident and manifest the degrees of your attention,
sincerity and devotion. We beseech God to adorn you with the
ornament of service to His loved ones, even as He adorned you

before. Verily, He is the Helper, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

You should in all conditions be mindful of the state of the
travelers and emigrants - upon them be the grace of God and
His mercy - for these souls are souls who have been blessed with

the infinite outpourings of the Lord of Names and Attributes.

The Divine Will assisted, and the means of the seen and unseen
worlds, by the command of the Lord of existence, provided
aid, until they arrived at the shore of the Most Great Sea
and attained the presence and were blessed with hearing and
witnessing. Blessed are they and joy be unto them! They have
outstripped the world in their devotion, and there hath been
sent down for them that which hath diffused the fragrance of
grace and favors. We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He,
to draw them nigh unto Him in all conditions and to ordain for
them what He hath ordained for His chosen ones who have cast
away idle fancies and have taken the choice wine of certitude
from the cup of the bounty of their Lord, the All-Merciful, and
have drunk in His Name, the Mighty, the Wondrous.

The letters which were sent in your name were all presented
in the Most Holy, Most Exalted Presence, and one by one He
made mention of each of them. We beseech God to honor

them with a reply. Verily, He is the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

Likewise, your petition to one of the Branches was read before

the Presence. God willing, an answer will be graciously given.

Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

Convey to all the emigrants the greetings from the Wronged
One, and illumine them with the light of remembrance and
utterance of the Desired One of all worlds. Peace and glory be
upon you and upon them and upon God’s sincere servants.
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To: Zaynul-Mugarrabin

He is God, exalted be His glory! sl Sl ) 5n

O Zayn, upon thee be My glory! The honored Haji Ghulam-
‘Ali, upon him be My glory, arrived and the Huquq was re-
ceived. They have endured much hardship, though whatever
befalleth them for the sake of God is pure comfort - its fire is
light and its poison is supreme honey.

This Day is the Lord of Days, and deeds performed therein are
the sovereign of all deeds. Blessed is he who hath aimed for
the Ultimate Goal and the Supreme Paradise, and who hath
attained unto the presence and circumambulated it. Were all
the seas of the world to become ink and all trees pens, they
could not fulfill this remembrance.

We beseech God to ordain for His loved ones who have held
fast to His Book and are adorned with the ornament of stead-
fastness that which diffuseth the fragrance of generosity. One
drop from the ocean of His bounty brought the world into be-
ing. His sea of bestowals hath no shore and the river of His
mercy no end.

The loved ones of Nun and Jim, as well as Kha and Vav, have
all at this hour been illumined by the effulgent lights of the
Day-Star of remembrance and utterance. Let that honored one
mention all of them on behalf of this Wronged One and remind
them. The missive of the known souls hath been accepted and
adorned.

; We beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to ordain for

His loved ones that which will draw them nigh unto Him and
illumine them at all times with the lights of His knowledge.
My God, my God! Thou seest those who have turned to Thee,
yearning for Thy presence and to stand before Thy face, and
those who remember Thee in their lands. O Lord! Ordain
for each one of them what Thou hast ordained for the sincere
among Thy servants and the near ones among Thy creatures.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

At this hour the Day-Star of permission hath risen from the
horizon of will. Inform Janab-i-Kalb-‘Ali that, God willing,
with his gaze fixed upon the decree of wisdom and his trust
placed in God, he may aim for the Most Exalted Horizon.
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To: Nazanin, in Qazvin

In the name of the Beloved of the world! A\.c s VL%

O my leaf, O my handmaiden! Upon thee be My glory! Praise
be to God that thou hast been assisted to turn, acknowledge
and confess that which the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken.

Today, whosoever hath turned to the Most Exalted Horizon
is recorded and inscribed before God as one of the people of
true divine unity, for this blessed Day is associated with God
alone and in the books of the past and future is designated and
known as the Day of God. The whole world was created for
the recognition of this Most Great Cause, but the recompense
of their deeds prevented and deprived all except those souls
whom the hand of power took hold of and delivered from the
darkness of self and passion.

If thou were to praise and glorify God, exalted be His glory,
with all thy members, limbs, veins and hair until the Day that
hath no end, it would assuredly be as mere nothingness com-
pared to this most great bounty.

If wisdom requireth and it doth not conflict with prudence,
there is no objection to turning toward the prison. We beseech
God to assist thee, preserve thee, and grant thee the bounty of
His presence and ordain for thee its reward. Verily thy Lord is
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate, and He is powerful
over all things.

i Thy pen reached Us and was honored with acceptance and was

blessed by the finger of thy Lord’s power. The water of life hath
flowed from it - rejoice thou, for thy Lord is the All-Bountiful,
the Most Generous. Thy intention was made manifest in the
Most Holy Court and appeared in the form of that very pen
which thou didst intend. Verily He doeth what He willeth
and ordaineth what He pleaseth and changeth one thing for
another, and He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

The Glory shining from the horizon of the heaven of My mercy
be upon thee and upon every handmaiden who hath believed
and remained steadfast in the Cause of God, the Lord of all
worlds.
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BHO03653

To: Jamshid

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most High

A remembrance from the Wronged One to him who hath be-
lieved in God, the Lord of what hath been and what shall be,
that he may be attracted by the verses of his Lord and make
mention of Him with myriads who, by their cry, have caused
all who are in the heavens and earth to swoon, except those
whom God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting, hath delivered.
O thou who hast turned toward the Countenance! Rejoice in
My remembrance of thee, for through it thy remembrance shall
endure throughout the eternity of the names of thy Lord, the
Mighty, the Beloved.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, Lord of the worlds and Desire
of the nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Name through which
Thou didst open the gate of the prison, and all who believed
in Thee and Thy signs turned toward Thee, to bless those who
have quaffed the wine of Thy love and soared in the atmosphere
of Thy will, casting aside their own desires and clinging fast to
Thy Will. O Lord! Have mercy on all who have circled round
the Kaaba of Thy presence and cast aside their vain imag-
inings, turning toward the horizon of certitude through Thy
bounty and favor. O Lord! This is Thy servant whom Thou
hast named Jamshid in the kingdom of Thy names, and Thou
knowest that he turned toward the Dayspring of Thy Reve-
lation and the Source of Thine inspiration on a day whereon
the souls of Thy servants were perturbed and the faces of Thy
creatures were changed, save those who were illumined by the
lights of Thy countenance and turned toward the ocean of Thy
bounty and the heaven of Thy generosity. O Lord! Ordain for
him the best of what lieth with Thee in Thy Kingdom and Thy
dominion, then open before his face the doors of Thy grace.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful over what Thou willest, and
Thou art the Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. And
Thou knowest, O my God, that he hath migrated unto Thee
and tasted the sweetness of tribulations in Thy path. I there-
fore beseech Thee by Thy Name through which Thou didst
send down the heavenly table to the sincere ones among Thy
creatures, to make him in all conditions take refuge in Thy
presence, seek protection in Thy court, hold fast to the cord
of Thy favors and cling to the hem of Thy generosity. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Most High, the Mighty, the Great.
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And praise be unto Thee, O God of all who are in the heavens
and the earth.

BHO03770

To: Wife of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar Shahmirzadi

In the Name of the One God

O my leaf! Upon thee be My glory and favor! Thou hast ever
been and art remembered in the presence of the Wronged One.
Praise be to the Goal of the world that thou dwellest in a house
from which the mention of God is raised, and art related to one
who from the earliest days hath spoken in remembrance of God
and arisen to serve His Cause. Know thou the station of this
bounty. All the world and its servants and handmaidens have
been brought from nothingness into being specifically for the
knowledge of God, exalted be His glory. Now the queens of the
world turn in remembrance of God to temples, churches and
mosques, and engage in mention and prayer with the utmost
humility and submissiveness; nevertheless they are deprived of
the fragrance of the garment of His Revelation and forbidden
from the shore of the sea of nearness and reunion. But thee
hath He guided through His grace and shown the way. Thou
hast attained to that which was the purpose of creation.

Say: My God, my God! I am Thy handmaiden and the daugh-
ter of Thy handmaiden. I testify to Thy greatness and Thy
sovereignty, to Thy might and Thy power and Thy grandeur,
and that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Thou hast
ever been the Protector of Thy servants and handmaidens, and
powerful over all who dwell in Thy earth and heaven. I beseech
Thee by Thy mercy which hath preceded all created things, and
by Thy grace which hath encompassed all contingent beings,
and by the pearls of the ocean of Thy knowledge and by the
lights of Thy countenance, to make me in all conditions turn
toward Thy most exalted horizon and hold fast to the cord of
Thy favor, O Lord of Names and Creator of Heaven! Then
I beseech Thee to ordain for me the good of this world and
the next, and that which befitteth the ocean of Thy generosity
and the heaven of Thy bounty, O Thou in Whose grasp are
the reins of gifts and bestowals. There is no God but Thee,
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the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. And praise be unto Thee,
for verily Thou art the Goal of them that know.
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To be typed.
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BHO03911

He is God, exalted be His glory!

The spiritual letter of that soul-beloved friend, breathing the
fragrance of the love of inner meanings, reached this evanescent
servant after four days. Likewise the tray and the two rulers ar-
rived the day before. It did not become known through whose
neglect the delay had occurred; in any case they came to hand
and were examined.

Concerning the ruler[?] for the cooking-pot lid, it had been in-
tended that Jinab-i-Haji Siyyid Javad—upon him be the glory
of God—should inspect that ruler. It is exceedingly pleasing.
As to the ruler for the basin, this too is not without merit; yet
the former basin appeared preferable in Our sight. Therefore,
in accordance with the wish of that honored one, it was sent.

Regarding the tray, it was delivered unto Jinab-i-Khajih, and
that which had been written was mentioned. He stated that
for the present the tray is not needed, but that he desired sev-
eral coffee-pots; if brass arrive, instructions shall thereafter be
given. Furthermore, on the day when that honored one was
present, mention was made of the large platter placed beneath
the samovar, namely that in two or three places it had be-
come bent, and that its middle did not stand firm; but it was
forgotten that it should be given into his service. Now, there-
fore, the tray, the ruler for the basin, together with the basin
itself—these three pieces—have been sent.

The eggplants of which thou hadst written were brought by
dear father and arrived. Even today, too, a basket which had
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been sent by carriage was remembered by you and eaten with
relish, and is still being partaken of. Assuredly the taste of thy
soul also hath received therefrom a portion and a share, and
hath been nourished.

Convey the most wondrous remembrance unto Jinab Aqa
‘Abdu’r-Rahim. In the presence of the members of the house-
hold, make mention in the most exalted Abha greeting. The
dwellers within the pavilion of the sanctuary send unending
greetings and glorification.

The servant
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BHO03927

To: Siyyid Ahmad, in Hamadan

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

O Ahmad! The Single, the One calleth thee from this glori-
ous station. Hearken unto the call of thy Lord - it cannot be
equaled by all the treasures of the earth, nor by that which
the kings and rulers possess. Ponder thou upon God’s favor
and mercy, that He remembereth thee as a bounty from Him -
and verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous. Leave
behind the world and all that is therein. By the life of God!
It shall perish, while that which hath been sent down from
the Pen of God, the Help in Peril, the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed, shall endure for thee. Dost thou ponder on that
which hath been revealed unto thee? Dost thou discover the
fragrances of thy Lord’s verses? By God! Through them is
the world perfumed - to this every fair-minded and perceptive
one doth testify. Thus hath the Tongue of Grandeur spoken
in the Most Great Prison. When thou hast attained unto it
and perceived its fragrance, turn with thy heart to His most
exalted horizon and say:

O Lord of earth and heaven! I beseech Thee by Thy Name
through which the limbs of the world trembled, to make me
steadfast in Thy Cause and speaking in Thy praise and glorifi-
cation. O my Lord! Thou art the Generous and I am the poor
one. I have turned to the gate of Thy riches - I beseech Thee
not to drive me away, but rather to protect me. Verily Thou
art the Protector, the Generous One. We make mention in this
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station of My handmaiden who hath heard My call and turned
toward the horizon of My will. Say: O handmaiden of God!
Blessed art thou and thy brother who turned toward God and

hastened to the place of sacrifice in love of the Lord of Names.

When his blood was shed he said: “Happy am I and content
am [ that I have attained martyrdom in God’s path, the Lord
of all worlds” By God! When he turned, the Concourse on
High welcomed him, then those whom none knoweth save God,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Blessed is he who visiteth him
and seeketh intercession through him with God, the Almighty,
the All-Glorious, the All-Praised.

G @l Pl g SH L 2SO Ll o
L8 3oyl 31 Q) clsl 5 GIN Cae
ey gl SV 5 U b Al
S Co G ) st I gy
1‘1/; JE}A 6 aes Kiw L ST
A AW Sy Bl e 3 nziel 5 4
Bl L gl N ) g (o
,,,\;J@,Lﬁg\ég\mﬁ\b\ﬂ;p

o el Sl Bl Q) g pitid

BLIB__Or15730.059a, TISH.559-560x

BHO03909

To: Qasim Khan, in Shiraz

He is the Rememberer and He is the Remembered.

Praise be to God, the effulgences of the rays of the Sun of the
Utterance of the Desired One of the worlds have encompassed
all. The tyranny of oppressors, the might of the heedless ones,
and the clamor of the divines could not prevent or hold back
the Will of God, and the Cause has reached such a station
that the kings of the world have desired to become aware of
its purpose. We beseech God to aid all to perform those deeds
which have been revealed by the Supreme Pen in the Scriptures
and Tablets.

Know thou with evident certitude that the power of the Most
Great Word and the penetrating influence of the Supreme Pen
cannot be prevented or hindered by the clamor of those who
wear turbans who, in the presence of the ocean of knowledge,
are accounted among the ignorant. Blessed art thou for having
turned towards God, heard His call and believed in God, the
Lord of the worlds.

All that hath befallen you hath been mentioned in the most
holy and exalted Court and recorded in God’s Book. We heard
thy call before and after, and have answered thee through this
perspicuous Tablet. Soon all that is visible shall return to
nothingness, while that which hath been revealed from the
Supreme Pen concerning the station of the friends shall endure
and remain, and shall neither be erased nor altered.
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The friends in that land must unite and occupy themselves
with teaching the Cause of God through wisdom and utterance.
This is the service that hath been mentioned in the Tablets.
Blessed are they that act accordingly.

One of My leaves hath ascended unto the Most Exalted Hori-
zon. We beseech God to send down upon her mercy from His
presence, to forgive her through His bounty and generosity, and
to cause to descend upon her that which befitteth His grace
and bounty. He is, verily, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

The Glory be upon thee and upon every servant who hath
believed in God, the Almighty, the Most Glorious, the All-
Bounteous.
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BHO03819

To: Ali Asghar Khan uncle of Navvab Rampur and the great army commander, in India

Hallowed praise, exalted above the mention of all created
things and sanctified beyond the description of all contingent
beings, befitteth the Presence of the Desired One — He Who,
by His Most Exalted Word, hath brought forth an innumerable
creation from the realm of non-existence into the court of
being.

That blessed Word is the one by which all Names are invoked.
He is the Sun of Reality, on Whom dependeth and upon Whom
is conditioned the training of the peoples of the world. He is
the true Balance, the divine Path, the spiritual Temple. He is
the Most Exalted Horizon, the primal Pearl, the ultimate goal
of all abodes.

Every soul that is enabled to attain unto that blessed Word —
meaning, to win the honour of hearing it — is numbered among
the inmates of the Paradise of Oneness. In all things the efful-
gent rays of the light of this Most Sublime Word are manifest
and apparent: its traces are visible in all, yet it is hallowed
above them all; its splendours shine resplendent in every thing,
yet it is exalted beyond them all.

Blessed the hand that hath taken hold of this Most Exalted
Cup and drunk therefrom in His Name, the Bestower, the All-
Subduing, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo 9 )\ o;.n} ol ﬁ )\ u'f:\:u A~
35y 4z pde 5 a2 Y 3l Ue 4

J)}\

C,.w}\} ol J\:AL B Gﬁ‘ A{)Lﬂ 4\5 dT}
Lol dle ol a8 cade o
B bl s i Olye Cagly Cilasy
L;}‘ ;)J} L;5:\ dﬁ\ C»wj\} ng BTLs)
oy Ly

Sl g 22 Byr Sl 4 0T (o o
Gt gl S ol 51l cuS” Fb ol
L;LC 4«{ d.\ )‘}’\ C)u\jj/‘ ;—L’.‘:\ C.:.? BES)
oAl 8 S Cor Pr gty 2 n
o5a )5 AL e )3 Sy 5 ke
ol )

e Oy ‘_;c\J\C.\EJ\ s dsl ) 35k

ST ol ) anll

199


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=216
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/620.pdf#page=206
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-280.html

w

Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III

BH03950

We beseech God that He may draw all the dwellers upon earth,
by the fire of the Word of the Most Great Name, and illumine
them with the radiance of His Manifestation. Verily, He is the
One Who is potent to accomplish whatsoever He willeth. All
created things bear witness that there is no God but He, the
All-Powerful, the Almighty.

God willing, in the very fountain of being, come ye and quaff
the wine of non-existence, and arise to make mention of the
Lord in such wise that neither weariness nor indolence shall
hinder you therefrom.

We have indeed inhaled the fragrance of your love, and have
sent unto you that whereby ye will find the sweet savour of
the verses of inner meanings, in this Day whereon every thing
proclaimeth: “There is no God but He, the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.”

The glory of God be upon you and upon them that are with
you — those who have turned unto the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Qannad Shirazi

He is God, exalted be His station in glory and power.

O Rida, upon thee be the peace of God! The letters which thou
didst send to this servant were presented before him. That day,
illness prevented his presence, and therefore there was delay
in answering thee. However, land and sea, heaven and earth,
all bear witness to thy turning unto God, thy obedience, thy

service, and thy every movement and rest for the sake of God.

Blessed is the mother who suckled thee and the father who

raised thee. We heard thy supplications and read thy letter.

Praise be to God, the grace of God hath been and is with
thee.

And as for thy intention to travel for the purpose of serving the
Cause, this hath been accepted. However, since the services of
this land are in thy charge, thy departure is not permitted, and
thy movement and transfer to another place is not allowed. In
truth, any soul who today is assured of God and gazeth toward
the horizon of His Cause, and is adorned with the most great
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steadfastness which is the most glorious robe in the world -
one moment of such a one cannot be equaled by this earth.
Dwelling in cities and lands endureth with the duration of the
kingdom of earth and heaven.

Blessed art thou, O Rida, in that thy tongue hath confessed,
thy heart hath acknowledged, thy inner being hath indicated,
and thine eye hath testified to the oneness of God and His
singleness, and to His power, His grandeur and His sovereignty,
and that there is none like unto Him, and He is the Single, the
One, the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We beseech
God, exalted be He, by Muhammad His Messenger and by his
family and companions, to protect the people of unity from the
hosts of misbelief and to assist them in that which He loveth
and approveth. Verily He is the Lord of all beings and the
Lord of the throne on high and of the earth below. There is
no God but He, the Most High, the Most Exalted.
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To: Husayn Tabrizi (father of Fatimih Nakhjavani)

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great!

> A remembrance from Us unto him who hath attained unto the
lights of faith and acknowledged that which the people of the
earth have denied, save those whom God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise, hath willed. He hath stood firm in that which
God commanded and taken refuge in the shelter of His mercy,
which hath preceded all creation.

Rejoice thou in thy Lord’s grace and say: Praise be unto Thee,
O God of all who are in the heavens and on earth! And praise
be unto Thee, O my God, for having made the Most Great
Prison a paradise for Thy loved ones, whom vain desires have
not held back from following Thy command. I beseech Thee to
make me, in all conditions, one who uttereth Thy praise and
rendereth thanks for that which Thou hast bestowed upon me
in Thy days. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Informed.

God beareth witness that there is no God but Him, the One
Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth and ruleth in the
kingdom as He pleaseth. This is a day wherein the All-Merciful
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hath ordained union, that there might appear from it one who
would speak and make mention of God, the Lord of the visible
and invisible, and the Lord of the Mighty Throne.

Blessed art thou, O Husayn, for having drunk the choice wine
of God’s love and attained unto this noble station. Hold
fast unto the Sure Handle and cleave unto His luminous
hem. Beware lest anything keep thee back from God and His
sovereignty. The world shall pass away, but that which hath
been sent down unto thee from the heaven of thy Lord’s will,
the All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, shall endure.

Despair not of God’s Spirit and His mercy. He hath made
mention of thee in this Tablet that thy remembrance might

endure amongst creation. Preserve thou this mighty station.

Give thanks unto God for having caused the plant of joy to
spring forth from the soil of sorrow. Verily, He is the One Who
hath power over whatsoever He pleaseth. There is no God but
Him, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

The glory be upon thee and upon her whom We have bestowed
upon thee. Be ye thankful and say: Praise be unto Thee, O
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BHO03815
To: Aga Kuchak
In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing! Ly bls rLg

Praise be to God Who has made death a herald for those who
are near, sincere, and yearning. This arena is the arena of
lovers - blessed are they who attain! It is the gate of reunion
and the source of hidden treasures and concealed mysteries.
Glory be to God! He has graciously made that from which all
people turn away to be the key, and through it has manifested
that which nations cannot comprehend and fail to recognize.
Likewise He has made it a sign of punishment for the turning
away ones, the deniers, and the deceivers.
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Praise be to God! Muhammad-Qabli-Rida, upon him be the
light and radiance of God, dwelt for successive years beneath
the shade, partaking of the fruits of the Blessed Tree and abid-
ing beneath the pavilions of grandeur, until his days were ended
by his ascension to the Supreme Companion. At the time of
his ascent, the angels and the Spirit received him and brought
him into the highest Paradise, his head adorned with the crown
of My Most Glorious Name and his temple with the ornament
of My Greatest Favor. By the life of God! In that moment
there appeared what all the pens of the world are powerless to
describe. Blessed is he and joy be unto him! He attained unto
the signs of God in his life and after his death. We bear wit-
ness that he is among those who have attained in My manifest
Book.

O Kuchik, say: My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for illu-
mining my heart with the light of Thy knowledge and acquaint-
ing me with Thy Great Announcement, whereby the realities
and pillars of the idolaters were shaken. I beseech Thee by
the lights of the faces of Thy loved ones and the mysteries hid-
den in Thy Book to enable me to make mention of Thee and
to praise Thee. Verily Thou art the Powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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To: Mirza Ibrahim

In My Name through Whom the Sun of Proof has shone forth
from the horizon of the heaven of utterance.

2 This is a Book which the Lord of Eternity has sent down in the
Most Great Prison unto him who has turned towards God, the
Lord of all worlds, that the utterance of the All-Merciful may
draw him to the Kingdom of certitude and that he may testify
to that whereunto God Himself hath testified: that there is
none other God but Me, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

O Ibrahim! We have heard thy call and have answered thee
through this wondrous Tablet. We beseech Him, exalted be He,
to make it a lamp before thy face and a light in thy presence,
that it may preserve thee from the darkness of the earth and
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its tyrants and give thee glad tidings of that which He hath
ordained in His perspicuous Book for His loved ones. Give
thanks unto God that thy letter hath attained the presence of
the Wronged One and hath been honored to be heard by thy
Lord, the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous. Say:

My God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having enabled me to
turn towards Thee and to recognize the Dawning-Place of Thy
Revelation and the Source of Thy Command. I beseech Thee
by the rustling of Thy Most Exalted Pen and the murmuring
of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha, and by the fire of Thy love whereby
the hearts of the denizens of the highest Paradise and the most
exalted Garden were set ablaze, to strengthen me to remain
steadfast in Thy Cause and to arise to celebrate Thy praise and
glorification and to serve Thy loved ones. Thou art He Whom
the conditions of Thy creation cannot frustrate, nor can the
power of the princes among Thy servants weaken. Thou doest
what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. Verily,
Thou art the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Ibrahim! Blessed art thou for that which hath been sent
down bearing witness unto thee. Preserve this most great sta-
tion through My Name, the Mighty, the All-Wise. Moreover,
We give thee glad tidings of that which thou didst desire from
the ocean of thy Lord’s loving-kindness. He hath forgiven her
who hath ascended, and him for whom thou didst seek forgive-
ness. Verily thy Lord is the Compassionate, the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful. The Glory be upon thee and upon thy wife
and upon those whom the affairs of creation have not held back
from the Truth - they arose and said: “The Kingdom is God’s,
the Mighty, the All-Praised.”
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To: mother of Afnan

In the name of the incomparable, the All-Knowing God

O Leaf of My Divine Lote-Tree and My kindred circling round,
soaring in the atmosphere of My mercy and drinking from the
chalice of My bounty and the Kawthar of My presence! Praise
be to God that thou hast been singled out for His special favors.
Thou hast traversed the path and attained to that which hath
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been ordained in the Book by the Pen of God. What hath be-
fallen thee through God’s decree and destiny hath truly grieved
Me. I beseech God, blessed and exalted be He, to adorn thee
with beautiful patience and mighty fortitude. The world hath
ever been the abode of tribulations and calamities, but since it
is transient, sorrow is unwarranted, for everlasting divine bless-
ings and infinite mercies are ordained. Fix your gaze upon this
blessed verse which hath been sent down from the heaven of
the All-Merciful’s will in the Qur’an: “Wealth and children are
an adornment of the life of this world: but good deeds, the fruit
whereof endureth forever, are of more merit with thy Lord as
a hope, and of more merit as an object of reliance.”

This year there befell this Wronged One what hath befallen
no one else, for they have sullied the hem of sanctity with the
calumnies of heedless and lying souls. It is clear and evident
to all what was the bounty, what was the favor, and what was
the ingratitude and rebellion. In all circumstances We beseech
God to assist that honored leaf of the Lote-Tree to remain
steadfast in her devotion and to do that which beseemeth His
days.

The glory from Us be upon thee and upon those who are with
thee among the leaves and handmaidens of God, and upon His
kindred whom neither the vicissitudes of the world deterred
from the Lord of mankind nor the might of rulers frightened
in this Most Great Announcement and His firm and mighty
Cause.
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To: Muhammad-Ali

To be typed.
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In the Name of Him through Whom was raised up the heaven
of mystic knowledge in the world of being!

A remembrance from Us to him who was illumined by the
lights of the Sun of Meeting and drank from the ocean of at-
tainment when the Most Great Luminary was shining from
the horizon of Iraq. Rejoice in that which the Supreme Pen
maketh mention of thee as the Lord of Names walketh in this
place round which circle proof and demonstration. The servant
who is present before the Throne hath presented the letter from
thy brother and laid bare its contents before the Wronged One,
and We make mention of thee through these verses whereby
hath shone forth the Sun of creation from the horizon of thy
Lord’s will, the Lord of all existence. Grieve thou not over
anything; be thou of such disposition that neither the circum-
stances of the world nor the words of those who have denied
God, the Lord of all religions, should sadden thee. Remember
when thou wert before the Throne and didst hear the call of
thy Lord and recognize that which was hidden from most of
the servants. Say: Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of the nations
Who hast appeared through the Most Great Name! I beseech
Thee to accept from me what I have wrought in Thy path,
then ordain for me what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones. Verily Thou art the Almighty, the One Who doeth as
He pleaseth. There is none other God but Thee, the Mighty,
the All-Bountiful.

Praise be to God that on this divine day you have tasted of
the sealed wine and attained unto the Kawthar of mystical
knowledge. Preserve thou this station and be of the thankful
ones. Be not grieved over what hath befallen. That which thou
didst perform aforetime for God’s sake and didst send forth
was accepted before the Throne, though outwardly it came
not to pass according to thy wish. Be thou confident in thy
Lord’s grace. Verily He maketh mention of thee through that
which shall cause thy remembrance to endure in His kingdom.
He is verily the All-Remembering, the All-Knowing. Convey
wondrous greetings to the friends of God and illumine them
all with the lights of the Sun of remembrance. He is verily the
All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. The glory of God be upon
thee and upon thy family from God, the Lord of all worlds.
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In the Name of the All-Knowing, the All-Finding! odul ausls rL;.

The world is in turmoil and whatsoever hath been recorded and
set down by the Pen of Revelation in the Sacred Tablets is now
manifest and evident. May that soul ever drink from the choice
wine of the mystic knowledge of the Beloved of the worlds,
and may he shine forth in the assemblage of the world even
as the morning star, brilliant and resplendent, manifest and
radiant. That which proceedeth from God will verily endure
and persist. How excellent is the state of the one who hath
attained unto the days of God and inhaled the fragrance of the
merciful Garment. Render thou thanks unto God for having
recognized, discovered, turned thyself and attained unto the
days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Praised.

In these days several letters from that land arrived at the Most
Great Prison and attained the presence of the Wronged One of
the horizons, and the answer to each one hath been sent down
from the heaven of divine Will. Should that soul examine
them, it would be most pleasing. May thou ever drink from
the chalice of bounty and fix thy gaze upon the horizon of
contentment. Convey the greetings of the Wronged One to the
friends in that land and say: This is a Day wherein every soul
must strive with utmost endeavor to seek the choice wine of
steadfastness from God, glorified be His majesty, inasmuch as
the heedlessness of the peoples of the world hath reached such
a pass that they distinguish not between good and evil, nor
do they differentiate between truth and falsehood, save for a
few whose eyes have been anointed with the salve of insight. I
beseech God to aid His servants to witness and hearken. He,
verily, is the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth.
There is none other God but Him, the All-Seeing, the All-
Knowing.

The glory rest upon thee and upon thy family and thy children
and those who are with thee in this Cause whereby faces have
been illumined and hearts enlightened.
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In the Name of Him Who is the Ruler, the All-Knowing!

The verses have been sent down and the evidences have ap-
peared, and the Cause is in an exalted station. The clouds
cry out: “The Bestower hath come!” yet the people remain in
a distant place, hastening to the croaking, turning away from
the Preserved Tablet of God. Say: Fear ye God, and spread
not corruption in the earth, nor follow every heedless doubter
among the people of the Bayan who hath turned away from
the All-Merciful, clinging to that which We sent down to My
Herald whom We sent with a clear proof. Say: O thou who dis-
believest in God and turneth away from His sovereignty! Hast
thou not heard what thou wert commanded in the Bayan by
thy Lord, the Wise? He said—and His Word is the truth: “Be-
ware lest the Bayan withhold you from Him Who will come
unto you with the truth, and beware lest ye do as did the
people of the Furqan.” Fear God and be not of the lost.

Say: The Bayan hath testified to Me, and the Books cry out
with My Name, the All-Knowing. Say: Every matter hath
been made dependent upon My leave, and every Book upon
My wise command. Can the Bayan profit him who hath turned
away from the Dawning-Place of Revelation? Nay, by My
Name, the All-Merciful! The Tongue of Grandeur beareth wit-
ness to this in His mighty stronghold.

O thou who art mentioned before the Throne and who gazeth
upon the Countenance! When thou hearest My call, arise by
My leave to make mention of Me amongst My creatures with
the wisdom that hath been sent down in My glorious Book,
that perchance the people may be awakened by thy remem-
brance and turn unto God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Blessed
art thou for having drunk and attained. Woe unto every stub-
born oppressor! Grieve not over any matter in the Cause of
God. The world and all that the people possess shall perish,
and the station shall remain unto those who have attained
unto the most great steadfastness in this Cause whereby was
raised the standard that there is none other God but Me, the
Forgiving, the Generous.
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He is God, exalted be His station, the Most Great, the Most
Glorious!

Praise be to God Who hath made the line, formed from the
Primal Point manifest in the letter B, the ornament of His
Name, the All-Subduing above all names. Then He divided it
in two through the mystery concealed between the two com-
mands, and joined the one with the other through the wisdom
hidden beneath the veil of destiny. Thus was the Most Great
Book completed, and by it were adorned all who are in earth
and heaven, that the Daysprings of negation might witness at
the station of annihilation what the Tree of Divine decree hath
witnessed in the luminous spot, and might turn towards the
Dawning-Place of the Call at the station of evanescence - that
place wherein the Most Exalted Word donned the crimson robe
in the kingdom of creation, and that the people of the King-
dom might hear the melodies of the leaves suspended upon
the Tree beyond which there is no passing, in remembrance of
this Remembrance Who hath appeared with the standards of
verses to all who are in the heavens and the earth.

Praise be to God Who hath made the Hour a proof for this
Hour which, when it uttered the First Word, established the
Most Exalted Balance, and when it stirred of itself and by
itself, caused the dwellers of the graves to quake through the
stirring of the breezes of the Lord of Names. At one time it
appeared with the ornament of antiquity in the mystery of His
Most Great Name, and by it were the peoples attracted; and
at another time it appeared through a command whereby all
things hastened unto God, the Revealer of verses.

Praise be to God Who hath made the first blast a glad-tiding
to the people of Baha who are established upon the Crimson
Ark, and the second a trial for the people of the Bayan who
have clung to that which the All-Merciful hath not revealed,
who have followed the people of the Furgan in their conjectures
and imaginings, and who have turned away from the Innova-
tion manifest from all directions - He to Whom the Tongue of
Grandeur hath testified in the pavilion of glory and made Him
sanctified above all likes and similitudes.

Praise be to God Who hath spoken with decisive utterance
and made it manifest through the power of the Divine Realm
at the Pole of the Realm of Might, reflected upon the Kingdom
with dazzling proofs and manifest evidences.
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To: Rajab Ali Khayyat

In My Name that is sanctified above mention and utterance!

Praise be to the peerless Lord Who, through the diver of His
absolute Will, hath brought forth the pearls of wisdom and
utterance from the shells of the sea of man. He is the One
Who is mighty, Whom neither the veils of the heedless nor the
doubts of the opposers have deprived of the lights of the man-
ifestation of the Lord of the worlds. Glorified be His greatness
and exalted be His power! There is no God but Him.

This is a Book from Us to him whose name was present before
the Countenance and who hath attained unto the days of God,
the Lord of the worlds. Say: O people! The Day of God
hath appeared and the Promised One hath come with manifest
sovereignty. Take hold of that which God hath sent down with
a power that all the hosts of the earth cannot weaken. To this
testifieth the Most Great Book that walketh in the prison and
speaketh: “There is no God but Me, the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.”

When thou hearest the call from the Most Exalted Horizon,
say: “Praise be unto Thee, O Lord of Names and Creator of
the heavens! I beseech Thee by the lamp of Thy Cause whereby
Thou hast illumined the world, and by Thy most sweet utter-
ance and the most exalted pen to make me one who speaketh of
Thy remembrance and who holdeth fast unto Thy cord. Thou
art, verily, the Powerful over what Thou willest. There is no
God but Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful.

“O my Lord! Thou seest the poor one drawing nigh unto the
ocean of Thy bounty and the sick one unto the Kawthar of Thy
healing. I beseech Thee not to disappoint him of that which
Thou hast ordained for them that are nigh unto Thee among
Thy servants and the sincere ones among Thy creation. Thou
art, verily, the Mighty, the Great.

“O my Lord! Deprive me not of the wonders of Thy grace, and
make me not to be forbidden and debarred from that which
Thou hast ordained for them that are nigh unto Thee and
the sincere ones. Thou art God, there is no God but Thee,
the One powerful through Thy sovereignty which hath encom-
passed those who are in the heavens and on earth.”
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To: Hakim Davud

O Davud! The All-Loving Lord proclaims in the Most Holy
Book: There hath been revealed from the Most Exalted Pen
that which constitutes an impregnable fortress for the protec-
tion of mankind and a guiding light unto the Most Great Hori-
zon. Say: Cleave ye thereunto, O people of God, and be not
of the heedless ones.

Justice and fairness are as two wings for the servants of God,
and blessed is the state of the soul that hath attained unto
these twain and become detached from all that is in the world
and in the realm of creation. This is the Day of freedom, know
ye this.

The false tales of ancient times have kept the servants back
from the Lord of all beings. The people of Persia, both day
and night, were engaged in the remembrance of the Goal of
the world’s desire and yearned for the appearance of the Self-
Subsisting One. Yet when the veils were rent asunder by the
finger of Him Who revealeth the verses, and the luminous dawn
broke forth from the horizon of the Divine Will, all turned away.
The cause and reason for their turning away were those souls
who, without God’s leave, followed those heedless and ignorant
ones.

We beseech God—glorified be His majesty—to aid all to achieve
unity and concord, and likewise to grant them success in reflect-
ing and deliberating upon those matters which are the cause
of tranquility and deliverance.

Praise be to God that the Dawning-Place of verses hath ap-
peared and the Dayspring of clear tokens standeth manifest
before all faces. While time remaineth, strive ye, that haply ye
may attain unto the everlasting bounty and the eternal feast.
This bounty is the protector of the servants, and this feast is
the helper and sustainer of all peoples.

O Davud! He Who is mentioned from the prison maketh men-
tion of thee and commandeth that which shall protect and
preserve thee. Be thou thankful unto thy Lord and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Thou Who art the All-Wise Counsellor and
the All-Knowing Remembrancer.
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He is the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting! ¢ J;?zJ\ el

O thou who art wronged! The Wronged One remembereth
thee and calleth unto thee from His Most Great Prison, and
announceth unto thee the grace of God, the Lord of all worlds.

O thou who art wronged! There hath befallen thee in the path
of God that which hath caused grief. The whole world awaiteth
this Day, and yet they curse and revile those tyrannous souls
who in the past inflicted injustice upon the Manifestations of
Divine Unity, while they themselves are engaged in that which
no oppressor from the beginning of creation until now hath ever
perpetrated. The Divine Lamp shineth resplendent before all
faces, and the ocean of bounty surgeth on the right hand of
all beings, yet they remain unaware and ask when the Lamp
will appear and when the Sun of Truth will dawn and when
the ocean of mercy will surge. Such is the state of the people
and the leaders of the earth. All that hath come to pass and
continueth to come to pass hath as its cause and origin the
ignorant ones of the earth who have become known for their
learning. Fie upon them and upon those who follow them
without any clear proof from God, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

Be not grieved at what hath befallen thee. By My life! Greater
than this hath befallen the Self of Truth. Thus hath the tongue
of the Wronged One spoken, as a token of His grace, that thou
mayest hear and be of the thankful ones.

The glory be upon thee and upon him who hath borne hard-
ships in the path of God, the Most High, the Most Great, and
hath taken the cup of tribulation in the name of his Lord,
the Most Glorious, and hath drunk therefrom at one time
for love of Him and at another in remembrance of Him, the
Mighty, the All-Wise. By the life of God! He is assuredly
among the people of the Crimson Ark. His name hath been
inscribed in a Book which none hath comprehended save His
all-encompassing knowledge.
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BHO03972

To: Siyyid Abul-Qasim et al., in Gilan

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or15726.149

BHO04026

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji

He is the Most Holy

O My Name Mihdi! Upon thee be My glory! What thou
didst send was observed. However, regarding the hope of souls
who have turned and their orientation to this direction - We
have commanded all people with wisdom, and certainly the
attention of known souls will cause agitation and spread of
false statements.

By My life! He who desires My presence is among those who
have attained the presence of My countenance, heard My call,
and attained the Kawthar of My meeting and the choice wine
of My reunion. Verily from the Most Exalted Pen is written
the reward of attainment for whomever desires it. Thy Lord is
verily the Powerful, the Mighty. Through this very desire they
have attained to this Most Great Remembrance - they must
give thanks to their Lord, the Forgiving, the Merciful. In all
matters We have been and are mindful of what benefits the
servants themselves, and God is sufficient as witness.

Regarding transactions, if you observe any benefit from your
going - that is, if rights can be paid according to divine law
without any harm occurring - in this case there is and was
no objection. And regarding the matter of the name H, do
whatever you deem advisable. As he wrote, it is difficult, for
here no one is seen who intends to send funds to the land of A

and land of M. In any case, do whatever you deem advisable.

If you intend to engage in trade and seek profit, in this case
request it - there is no objection.
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5 The servant in attendance performs one visitation for every
letter that arrives from you. God willing, may all be assisted in
what befits the days of thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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BHO04108

To: Sulayman Khan Tunukabani

He is the All-Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most Great

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Countenance!
Hearken unto what the Supreme Pen recounteth unto thee on
this dark night wherein the servant in attendance before the
Face hath offered his hospitality - verily He is the All-Knowing
Expounder.

We went forth from the prison, directing Our steps toward the
garden, and found it adorned with the ornament of names and
honored by the presence of the Wronged One Who remained
imprisoned for successive years in the path of God, the Lord
of all worlds. Reflect upon what hath befallen Us at the hands
of those who disbelieved in God, the Most Exalted, the Most
Great. We called them unto the supreme Paradise, yet they
arose to harm Us - thus was the matter decreed, and thou art
among those who bear witness. Grieve not at anything, but
place thy trust in God in all thine affairs. Verily relief and
hardship, glory and power lie within His mighty grasp - He is
indeed the All-Powerful, the Mighty.

We have remembered thee and do remember thee as a bounty
from Us - verily thy Lord is the True, the Generous.

5 Say: O people! Hearken unto the Call from the Supreme Hori-
zon and be not of those who remain veiled. The Day hath
come wherein its Lord proclaimeth with a voice that hath en-
raptured the hearts of those near unto God. Beware lest ye
deprive yourselves of this most great favor. Cast away what
ye possess and take hold of that which shall profit you in this
world and the next - verily He is the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise Remembrancer. Thus hath it been sent down from My
Supreme Pen. Blessed is he who followeth that which he hath
been commanded by One All-Knowing, All-Wise. They who
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responded when the Call was raised - these are the people of
Baha, while they who turned away have no share of this Cup.

The glory of God be upon thee and upon those who were with
thee and turned toward the Supreme Horizon and believed in
God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.
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To: Fatimih

He is the Remembering and the Remembered.

Praise be to the Beloved Who, through the word “no [God
is there]”, caused all the manifestations of negation to perish,
and through the blessed word “except [God]” guided the man-
ifestations of affirmation to the station of immortality. the
ungodly have ever been deprived of the Most Great Scene and
forbidden from the Most Pure Fountain.

O leaf! Praise God that thou hast grown from the tree of di-
vine love and been sustained by its fragrances. Blessed are
those souls who, when the winds of trials blew, were not pre-
vented from the love of the Servant of the All-Merciful and
did not withdraw their hands from grasping the cord of His
favor. In the blowing of the winds of tests, the manifestations
of oneness become distinguished from the dawning-places of
misbelief. Claims are not completed through words alone, but
are contingent and conditional upon deeds.

By God! If life be sacrificed in the path of the Beloved, the
name “life” would be truly applicable to it; otherwise it has
been and will be but loss. Were the servants to soar to the di-
vine heaven on the wings of detachment and become aware of
that which is hidden, all would hasten freely to the place of sac-
rifice. However, in accordance with consummate wisdom and
for the preservation of souls in the world, this station remains
concealed and stored in the treasuries of protection.

O leaf of the Divine Lote-Tree! Be thou enkindled with the fire
of the love of God and regard all as non-existent save those in
whose faces thou perceivest the radiance of the Most Glorious
from God, the Most High, the Most Exalted. Blessed is thy
father who remained firm in the Cause in days wherein the
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feet of the mystics slipped, and blessed be thy mother and
those who are in thy household. And the Spirit be upon thee,
then Glory be upon thee, then Mercy be upon thee and upon
such handmaidens as have believed in God, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Beloved.
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To be typed.

BLIB__ Or15726.030

BHO04060

To: Aqa Mirza Buzurg Firuzi

He is the Hearer, the Answerer

> This is a Book which the All-Merciful hath sent down unto
him who hath turned and attained unto the knowledge of God
on a day wherein the divines turned away, and through their
verdict the rulers, and then those servants who violated the
Covenant of God, the Lord of the Day of Mutual Summoning.
O Buzurg! Thy letter hath come before the Wronged One. We
have heard what was therein and have answered thee through
this Tablet, from whose horizon hath shone the light of thy
Lord’s loving-kindness, the Lord of all men. Beware lest the
doubts of those who have turned away and denied God, the
Revealer of verses, prevent thee. Say:

“My God, my God! I wish to hear Thy remembrance and
praise from every vein of my veins, and from my hairs Thy
description and the description of Thy loved ones. My God, my
God! T testify that this Day is Thy Day, wherein naught should
be seen save the signs of Thy power and the manifestations
of Thy sovereignty. I beseech Thee to inscribe me, by Thy
Most Exalted Pen, among those who have acknowledged Divine
Unity and detached themselves from idle fancies and from that
which befitteth not Thy days. O Lord! Honor me with Thy
presence, or through Thy bounty and favor ordain its reward
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for me. I beseech Thee, O Lord of all being and Master of the
hereafter and the former times, by Thy Most Great Name, the
Most Glorious, and by that which lay hidden in Thy knowledge
and treasured within the repositories of Thine infallibility, to
make me one of the servants of Thy Cause, that I may glory
therein amidst Thy servants and Thy creation. There is no God
but Thee, the Almighty, the Powerful, and worthy to answer.”

Convey My greetings to My loved ones there and give them the
glad-tidings of My mercy and grace. We beseech God, exalted
be He, to aid them to unity and harmony, draw them nigh
unto Him, and ordain for them through His bounty that which
befitteth His might and His manifestation and His grace and
His mercy that hath preceded all created things. The glory of
God, the Manifestor of clear proofs, be upon you.
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To: Mashhadi Jafar

He is the Manifest One from the Most Exalted Horizon

O Jafar! The Lord of Destiny hath made mention of thee from
His Most Great Horizon. Be thou thankful and say: Praise
be unto Thee, O Lord of the world, and glorification be unto
Thee, O Thou the Desire of the worlds! I testify that this Day
is Thy Day, wherein Thou hast manifested what Thou didst
promise unto Thy servants. I beseech Thee to assist me to
make mention of Thee and to praise Thee and to serve Thy
Cause in such wise that the doubts of any remote scholar shall
not withhold me.

O Jafar! Observe, then call to mind when Muhammad, the
Apostle of God, appeared - the divines of idolatry, the doctors
of the Torah, and the people of the Gospel and the Psalms
turned away from Him. And when We sent forth the Spirit,
there rose against Him Annas, who was the most learned of the
divines of his age in his country, and who pronounced judgment
against the Spirit with such injustice that all things lamented,
and beyond them every discerning soul.

We seal Our utterance with that which the All-Merciful hath
revealed in the Qur’an through His words: “No apostle cometh
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unto them but they laugh him to scorn.” By God! The first to
deride Him were the divines of the earth and its doctors. The
Books of God, both past and present, and that which hath
been sent down from My Most Exalted Pen at this moment,
bear witness unto this.

5 Thy name hath been presented before the Prisoner, and He

hath revealed for thee this Perspicuous Tablet. When thou art
blessed with it and perceivest the fragrance of the utterance of
the All-Merciful, arise and say: Praise be unto Thee, O Glory
of the world! I testify that Thou hast appeared and manifested
that which Thou didst desire with a sovereignty that neither
the hosts of the world nor the opposition of the nations who
violated God’s Covenant and Testament and were numbered
among the deniers in My wondrous Book could prevent.
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BHO04257

To: Mulla Husayn who has attained

He is the All-Merciful in His station of remembrance and ut-
terance.

My Most Exalted Pen beareth witness that thou didst turn
unto Him and didst arrive at the blessed spot wherefrom was
raised the call of God, the Lord of all worlds, and thou didst
stand before the countenance of the Wronged One, and didst
hear His call, and didst behold His station in this great prison.

We counsel thee, O Husayn, with that which will exalt the sta-
tion of man amidst all religions - for He is the True Counsellor,
the All-Loving, the Most Generous - and with the fear of God,
thy Lord and the Lord of thy forebears of old. And We coun-
sel thee and those who have believed to show forth the most
great steadfastness in this Mighty Announcement, whereby the
heaven hath been cleft asunder, and the earth hath been rent,
and those who claimed every glorious station have been thun-
derstruck. Blessed is he who hath arisen and spoken, saying:
“I am the first to repent and the first to return.”

Be thou steadfast in My remembrance and praise in such wise
that the doubts of them that are on earth shall not cause thee
to slip, nor shall the clamour of the heedless hold thee back.
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Take hold of the Book with the strength that proceedeth from
Us and say: “Praise be unto Thee, O God of Names and Cre-
ator of heaven, for having aided me and made me know Thee
and caused me to enter into a station whereat Thy tongue
hath spoken, manifest and resplendent, amongst Thy servants.
I beseech Thee by the blowing of the breezes of Thy mercy
and by the vessels of Thy glory and power which the waves
of the hearts of Thy creation cannot impede, to ordain for me
that which shall profit me and draw me nigh unto Thee. Verily,
Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever He willeth,
and in Thy grasp are the reins of all things. There is none other
God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Most Generous.”

The glory that proceedeth from Us be upon thee and upon
those who heard the call on the Day of Meeting and who arose
and said: “The Kingdom hath come, belonging unto God, the
Lord of all worlds.”
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BHO04277

He is the Most Holy, the Most Great, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious

This is a Book sent down by the All-Merciful to all who dwell in
the realm of possibility. Verily it is the water of life. Blessed is
he who hath turned unto My Name and drunk thereof through
My wise remembrance. O thou who gazeth toward the Most
Exalted Horizon! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One
in His Most Great Prison. Verily there is no God but Him,
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Give thanks for having been
enabled to turn towards Him and hear His voice in His presence.
This truly is a great bounty.

Thou art the one who hath turned toward the Countenance
and entered and attained the presence and heard what most of
mankind hath not heard. Thy Lord is verily the Witness, the
All-Seeing. Reflect upon His grace and generosity - He hath
caused thee to hear My sweetest call and behold My most glori-
ous countenance and drink from the Kawthar of revelation by
My bounteous hand. He is verily the Forgiving, the Generous.

Praise thy Lord by night and day, then make mention of Him
amongst His servants who have turned toward His luminous
horizon. Convey My greetings unto them and give them the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e W1 e Y1

O B N I SN QP I -
v CA s L B L gk Ol
Ol Je VI BV d1 LU L) L oS3 5T
VIdlY &) ol W) s G pllall ol )
JBYI e STl L X8 0 SL Ll 5o
2S5 Jad s O ypiad) 3 4l el

O pa g s g aa ) C/-@;jgj\ o
A S, O G S aae Y b s
Slaw y go ¥ ol ST Y Sl
a3 sl b &) Gllae dy 5l 7S e

cr o531 pLY L, QU G S a0
A5 e S el il ) LS) il esle
SRl gl ) OB e o2 2 5 e

219

ot


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v023/?page=99

Vol. 105: Writings of Baha’u’llah in *Akka (1868-1892, year unknown) part III BHUO0013

glad-tidings of this Book which speaketh with truth between
the heavens and the earth, that by God, the Manifestation
of Revelation hath come and calleth out in the most exalted
voice to all, young and old, inviting all to the supreme Paradise,
that station wherein the Sadratu’l-Muntaha proclaimeth: The
kingdom belongeth to God, the One, the All-Informed.

Let not the affairs of the world sadden thee. Trust in all mat-
ters in God Who created and fashioned thee. He is verily the
All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. Soon will He send down
upon thee from the heaven of His bounty that which shall
gladden thy heart. Thus doth the All-Knowing give thee glad-
tidings. Glory be upon thee and upon those who have cast the
world behind them for the sake of God and taken His Book
which hath been inscribed by this wondrous Pen.
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Words of Baha’u’llah to Haji [Mirza Haydar?] Ali, as related to Ahmad Sohrab on January 1, 1914

The world of today is not like unto the world of former times.
The many wonderful arts and inventions have completely trans-
formed the face of the earth, making life easier and existence
more comfortable.

Notwithstanding this the life of every organism, no matter how
perfect, comes to an end. For example the life of an ant in
comparison to the life of man is short, yet the ant, were it
endowed with human intelligence would think that man lives
eternally. Similarly these stars, these mountains, these seas
shall come to an end. For each one of them a prescribed life is
destined. It has a beginning and an ending.

Consider how, may large cities have been built by ancient
monarchs but today they are all destroyed and are hidden
under the earth. Once they were thriving and progress into
communities, now their voices are silenced.

The progress of civilizations to a certain degree has reached
an exalted station in France specially, and in Europe generally,
but from now on there will be a monumental upward march of
advancement all over the United States. That country has just
started on the path of progress and her future development will
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be just as marvelous as her activities will be manifold in all the
departments of life, physical and spiritual.

DAS.1914-01-01

BHO04352

To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth

O Muhammad-Qabl-Rida! God willing, thou shalt attain unto
the good-pleasure of God and become content with His Will
and Purpose to such degree that thou shalt behold no will save
His Will and shalt fix thy gaze upon no purpose except His
Purpose. This is the most glorious, most impregnable, most
holy and most exalted station. God willing, thou shalt attain
unto it.

God, exalted be His glory, hath brought forth creation from the
realm of nothingness that it may be the cause and means for
the development of the world. This development, in its primary
degree, pertaineth to the human person - that is to say, they
must first establish the edifice of the heart upon His Name’s
firm and mighty foundation, and thereafter occupy themselves
with inner and outer edifices. Blessed is the soul that hath
understood that which hath been uttered by the Tongue of
the Wronged One.

This is a day of joy and delight - make not thyself sorrowful
through idle words and sayings. God is Our witness and Our
testament - cloud not thyself with vain imaginings. Praise be
to God, thou hast drunk from the Kawthar of divine knowledge
and attained unto the Manifestation of God’s names.

I swear by the Day-Star of utterance that whosoever preserveth
this most great station and passeth his days with complete
steadfastness, he is reckoned and accounted among the people
of Baha. By the life of God, he was and ever shall be, in the
sight of God, the most ancient, the most distinguished and the
most noble. We beseech Him, exalted be He, to aid you to
accomplish that which He loveth and desireth. Verily He is
the Lord of this world and the next.

May the light shining from the horizon of the forehead rest
upon God’s sincere servants, and upon thee, and upon thy
wife, and upon those born of thy loins, and upon them that
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Study guide to this volume

The third collection of ‘Akka tablets spanning the widest date range is remarkable for holding to-
gether two apparently opposite qualities: a universal proclamatory stance (addressed to all peoples
and communities, from any point in the period) and a sharply practical institutional discipline (ad-
dressed to specific communities with specific instructions about conduct, economics, and political
loyalty). BH01495 opens the volume with a call to “the peoples of the earth” from the Most Great
Prison, and BH01538 extends this universalism outward toward the fragmented communities of the
Islamic world with a plea for the reception of unity. At the same time, BH01550 and BH01562 deal
with the economics of the ‘Akka community and the command to engage in crafts and trades, while
BH11727 gives carefully calibrated instructions about political loyalty and the limits of missionary
activity. Together they show that Baha’u’llah’s ‘Akka period, often understood primarily as the
site of his prophetic proclamation to the world, was simultaneously the site of the most detailed
pastoral and administrative guidance for a specific community living under specific pressures.

Proclamation from the Prison: Universal Call, Particular Source

Key Passages

This is the Day whereon the Book speaketh, wherein the Sun discourseth, and wherein
the Moon proclaimeth: “Dominion belongeth unto God, the Lord of the Throne and of
the dust! Glory be to God, the Lord of all creation!”... O peoples of the earth! Hearken
unto the Call from the Most Exalted Horizon. Verily, it draweth you unto a station
whereon the Throne of God, the Lord of all worlds, hath been established. We have sent
down the verses and manifested the evidences, yet most of the people are wandering
distraught. — BHO01495

This is the Day wherein the Call of God has been raised from the direction of the Most
Great Prison, calling out to the nations that there is no God but Me, the Sovereign,
the Self-Subsisting... We have commanded all to engage in crafts and trades, and this
is from God’s grace unto His creation, but most of the people are heedless. He was
before the Throne and heard the call of his Lord morning and evening and between
them. Thus was it ordained for him from the Supreme Pen. — BHO01562
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Context for Study

The juxtaposition of BH01495’s cosmic proclamation with BH01562’s command to engage in crafts
and trades encapsulates a distinctive characteristic of Baha'u’llah’s ‘Akka period: the universal
proclamation and the grounded practical command are inseparable aspects of a single vision. The
prison does not limit the scope of the address; paradoxically, it provides the vantage point from
which the universal call is issued with greatest clarity. This is a recurrent structure in prophetic lit-
erature: the prophet constrained by political power, and precisely through that constraint elevated
to a more universal than local hearing. Joseph in Egypt, Daniel in Babylon, Paul in Rome, and
Baha’u’llah in ‘Akka all share this paradox of the prisoner who addresses an empire. The command
to engage in crafts and trades is significant in its context: in a community that included many who
had been dispossessed of their livelihoods by persecution and exile, and in a broader Persian cul-
tural context that sometimes associated religious virtuosity with withdrawal from productive work
(exemplified by certain dervish traditions), Baha'u’llah’s insistence on economic productivity as a
religious duty is a concrete institutional principle. Work is not a concession to necessity but an
expression of divine grace.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is the spiritual and rhetorical significance of issuing a universal proclamation from a
prison? Compare with Paul’s letters from Roman imprisonment, with Bonhoeffer’s Letters
and Papers from Prison, and with the Psalms of lament that give voice to universal themes
from the midst of personal extremity. What does the prison contribute to the universality of
the address?

2. Baha’u’llah declares that most of the people are “wandering distraught” despite the evidence
sent down. What forms of distraction, resistance, or confusion prevent human beings from
hearing a proclamation that is presented as self-evident? Compare with the parable of the
sower (Matthew 13) and its typology of different forms of reception.

3. The command to engage in crafts and trades is presented as “God’s grace unto His creation.”
How does this elevation of productive work to the status of divine grace compare with the
Protestant work ethic (Max Weber), with the Benedictine motto ora et labora (pray and
work), and with Islamic prohibitions on monastic withdrawal?

4. How should the tension between the universal call (“O peoples of the earth”) and the particular
instruction (“engage in crafts and trades”) be understood theologically? Are these addressed
to different audiences, or are they aspects of a single message?

5. BH01495 says that the Throne of God “hath been established” at the station toward which
the Call draws people. What is the relationship between the geographical specificity of ‘Akka
(the Most Great Prison) and the cosmic language of the Throne? Is the prison being elevated
to cosmic significance, or is cosmic reality being located in the prison?
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Islam, Unity, and the Reception of Light

Key Passages

Inasmuch as He is sanctified above likeness and similitude, and exalted beyond the
comprehension of the people of perfection, He hath deposited the signs of His might
within the realm of existence, and hath bidden us ponder that which lieth within the
compass of perception, that by the traces we may be guided to the knowledge of the
mysteries, once the veils have been rent asunder. And as we were powerless to attain
unto true knowledge and acceptance, He, through His consummate wisdom and resistless
Will, manifested bodily Temples endowed with spiritual attributes and tokens of all-
encompassing mercy, that by Them we might be guided unto the meads of witnessing.
— BHO01538

I beseech Thee, O Thou the Almighty, the Lord of majesty, to assist the communities
that have branched forth from the Muhammadan Law — exalted be its Revealer — to
abandon the dissensions that have sprung from idle fancies, and to receive, in these days,
a portion of the light of unity. Thus may they come to recognize that which will raise
them to the pinnacles of abiding life, protect them from the sudden onsets of extinction,
lead them, through Thy grace, into the gardens of knowledge and wisdom, and bring
them back to that Law which hath branched from the Most Great Ocean. — BH01538

Context for Study

BHO01538 is one of the clearest texts in the late corpus addressing the Islamic world not polemically
but as an object of pastoral concern. The prayer for the “communities that have branched forth
from the Muhammadan Law” to receive “the light of unity” — specifically, to be brought back
to “that Law which hath branched from the Most Great Ocean” — frames the Baha’i revelation
as the fulfillment and highest expression of Islamic teaching rather than its rejection. The “Most
Great Ocean” is the ocean of divine revelation from which all dispensations branch; the command
to acknowledge the Manifestation is not a departure from Islam but a return to its deepest well-
spring. The preceding passage about “bodily Temples endowed with spiritual attributes” is one
of Baha'u’llah’s most succinct formulations of the Manifestation doctrine: because God is beyond
the reach of human understanding, He makes Himself known through human-form “Temples” —
Manifestations who reveal divine attributes in the medium of human life. The tension the passage
holds together is characteristic of the entire doctrine: the Manifestation is “bodily” (genuinely hu-
man, historically specific) and “endowed with spiritual attributes” (genuinely revelatory of divine
reality). This is structurally parallel to Chalcedonian Christology (“truly divine and truly human”),
though the Baha’i framework insists more consistently on the Essence’s absolute transcendence.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha'u’llah’s prayer is for Islamic communities to receive the light of unity and be returned
to the law “branched from the Most Great Ocean.” How does framing the Baha'’i revelation
as the fulfillment of Islam — rather than its supersession — change the theology of religious
succession? Compare with Christian fulfillment theology vis-a-vis Judaism.
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2. The passage says God manifested “bodily Temples” because humanity was “powerless to
attain unto true knowledge” through abstract comprehension. What does this say about the
necessity of embodied revelation — revelation through a human person rather than through
pure text or rational argument?

3. Compare the Baha'i doctrine of “bodily Temples endowed with spiritual attributes” with the
Chalcedonian definition of Christ as “truly divine and truly human,” with the Islamic doctrine
of Muhammad’s ordinary humanity (bashar), and with the Hindu concept of the avatar as
a divine descent into human form. What do these share, and where are the irreconcilable
differences?

4. Baha’u’llah describes the divisions of the Muslim world as having “sprung from idle fancies.”
Is this a dismissive generalization or a theologically precise diagnosis? What does it mean to
say that religious divisions are caused by “idle fancies”?

5. The tablet speaks of bringing the communities of Islam “back” to their law’s deepest source.
How does this rhetoric of return differ from the rhetoric of progress, revolution, or supersession
that often characterizes new religious movements? What is at stake in the difference?

Wisdom, Loyalty, and the Ethics of Prudent Engagement

Key Passages

According to the Command, those beloved ones and chosen ones must act in whatever
way brings joy and gladness to the designated just government. All must be oriented
towards goodly deeds. Teaching in that land must not extend beyond Muslims, and even
then only if they are from Iran... In truth, your deeds are the cause of the awakening
of souls. If they are not aware now, they will surely acknowledge it later. — BH11727

Regarding the matter of oaths — excellent is what you have said and done. In truth,
oaths are not acceptable. That which has repeatedly been revealed by the Supreme Pen
in the Tablets was intended to exalt the Word, so that it might draw the attention of
the hearer and then convey that which causes elevation and ascendancy. — BH11727

Context for Study

BH11727 belongs to the body of late pastoral and administrative guidance that is among the most
historically specific of Baha’u’llah’s writings. Its instructions about loyalty to “the designated
just government,” restrictions on missionary activity to avoid provoking political hostility, and
the rejection of oaths reflect the concrete pressures facing Baha’i communities living under both
Persian and Ottoman authority. The instruction to restrict teaching “to Muslims” and “only if
they are from Iran” is a remarkable example of contextual prudence: in a specific political context,
the unrestricted proclamation of the Cause would invite persecution without achieving the deeper
goal of awakening souls. The injunction against oaths is equally important: the common religious
practice of invoking divine witness through formal oath is replaced by the standard of consistent
truthfulness — “that which was intended to exalt the Word... to draw the attention of the hearer.”
This suggests that all rhetoric, including the heightened language of oaths, is in service of a goal (the
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elevation of the hearer toward truth) rather than of a social convention. Together, these instructions
embody the ‘Akka-period ethic of hikmah (wisdom) as the guide for all communal action: not the
proclamation of all truth in all contexts regardless of consequence, but the prudential deployment
of wisdom and good deeds for the long-term flourishing of souls and the ultimate recognition of the
Cause.

Questions for Reflection

1. The instruction to restrict teaching activities in a specific political context reflects a consistent
Baha'’i principle of prudential engagement. How does this compare with the early Christian
strategy of selective disclosure in the Gospels (the “messianic secret” in Mark), with Islamic
concepts of tagiyya (dissimulation in conditions of danger), and with the Quaker tradition of
“speaking truth to power” regardless of consequence?

2. Baha’u’llah instructs that “deeds are the cause of the awakening of souls” even when explicit
proclamation is restricted. What theory of moral persuasion underlies this claim? How does
it relate to the concept of the “witness of life” in Christian mission theology?

3. The rejection of oaths is grounded in a theology of language: all persuasive speech is instru-
mentally oriented toward drawing the hearer toward truth, and oaths are merely one device
for this. Does this functional account of language risk collapsing into a form of manipulation?
How does one distinguish between legitimate rhetorical elevation and dishonest persuasion?

4. The instruction to act in ways that bring “joy and gladness to the designated just government”
implies a distinction between just and unjust governments. What criteria determine whether
a government is “just” in this context, and what are the implications for communities living
under governments that fall below this standard?

5. How does the ethical framework of these administrative instructions relate to the cosmic
proclamations of BH01495 and BH015387 Is there a tension between the universal address
to all peoples and the pragmatic restriction of visible engagement in specific contexts?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The third collection of undated ‘Akka tablets presents a Baha’u’llah who holds together cosmic
proclamation and communal practicality with equal fluency. The call to all peoples from the
prison issues from the same pen that instructs specific communities about economic productivity,
missionary limits, and political loyalty. The plea for the unity of the Islamic world is followed by
careful instructions about the limits of explicit preaching. The universal and the particular are not
opposites in Baha’u’llah’s thought but dimensions of a single revelatory act.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does a revelation that
addresses all of humanity in universal terms sustain, simultaneously, the most detailed
and contextually specific guidance for specific communities in specific circumstances —
and what does this dual capacity reveal about the nature of a wisdom that is genuinely
both divine and human?
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