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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work



Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS ii



Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 10

This volume captures a dense late-Shiraz moment in the Bab’s second-period writings—texts com-
posed in the months immediately preceding His departure for Isfahan—when speculative theology,
community formation, and devotional practice are being pressed into a more self-conscious unity.
Its organizing center is not narrative but architecture: a sustained effort to disclose the deep
structure of reality (cosmological, spiritual, and scriptural) through symbolic exegesis, while simul-
taneously delimiting what counts as decisive proof and what constitutes faithful reception of the
new revelation.

The intellectual apex is reached in the paired commentaries on Ha’—BB00021 (Tafsir al-Ha’ I /
Tafsir-i-Alifayn) and BB00029 (Tafsir al-Ha’ II / Tafsir sirr al-ha’)—where the Bab treats a single
letter as a key to the metaphysics of divine action and spiritual station. The first explicitly aligns
a sevenfold schema of creative “action” with a sevenfold hierarchy of spiritual stations, presenting
these as refracted disclosures of the Bab’s own reality rather than merely abstract cosmological
stages. The second, written as a complement, shifts the emphasis from structural mapping to
recognition: the surest testimony is located in the Bab’s own revealed discourse, and to recognize
His station is to recognize the immanence of revelation as the hidden truth within all beings. Around
these two pieces the volume repeatedly returns to the relationship between sign and certainty—how
“proof” is apprehended, how inner vision is disciplined, and how scriptural disclosure simultaneously
unveils and protects “mystery.”

Alongside this doctrinal core runs a more outward-facing set of letters and brief tablets that illu-
minate the Bab’s pastoral governance of an emerging community. In BB00073 (Letter to Mulla
Muhammad Ja’far Kirmani), traditional identifying marks associated with the Bab are addressed
but subordinated to a more radical criterion: the mode and potency of revelation itself as the deci-
sive evidence, coupled with a sharp boundary against rival claimants and corrupted writings, and a
practical insistence that believers circulate and possess a small canon of foundational works. That
same canonizing impulse appears in the short BB00473, which underscores the special weight of the
Kitabu’l-‘Adl. Other Tablets (e.g., BB00503) show the Bab directing teaching activity with caution
and wisdom and summoning key figures to His presence, evidencing both strategic discretion and
intensifying claims upon allegiance. Interleaved throughout are prayers, ziyarat, and supplicatory
texts (including a visitation tablet for the Gates and Imams, BB00113), which translate the vol-
ume’s high metaphysics into a lived devotional regimen—an implicit reminder that, in this corpus,
cosmology and community are ultimately joined by worship.
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BB00021 f’U/'v;i‘_/

Tafsir al-Ha I (Tafsir-i-Alifayn: Commentary
on the Letter Ha’)

To: Abu’l-Hasani’l-Husayni

Date: unknown (late Shiraz)
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In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be to God Who hath made the embellishment of the
Tablets of Creation to be the embellishment of the upright Alif
between the two letters, which hath shone forth and radiated
through that which was compassionate and articulate. Then
God made it a sign unto Himself by Himself without the fire
of His Essence touching it. Verily it was willed before it was
determined, ordained after it was decreed, executed when it
was ordained, then set forth and permitted and made firm.
Then the horizons were filled therewith.

And praise be to God Who hath formed that letter with the
two letters through the shining forth of that which shone from
the light of the Sun of Eternity, which was determined after
it was willed, and ordained after it was decreed, and brought
near when it was set forth and reckoned. Then through it He
revealed Himself unto all who dwell in the kingdom of Com-
mand and Creation, until he who was thunderstruck at the
first Mount recovered and awakened.

Praise be to God Who hath joined through His Command
between that letter through the existence of the point beneath
the Ba, then through the creation of the Ba after the Alif, that
He might distinguish between all according to their station in
the Cause, and make happy those who are made happy through
their faithfulness to the Covenant, and make wretched those
who are made wretched through following their desires and
going astray on the Day of the Covenant. For on that Day
shall the leg be bared by the leg, and God shall judge between
all according to what their hands have wrought, and thy Lord
is not unjust to His servants. Verily He shall recompense all
for what their hands have done on the Day of Meeting.

Praised be God — He from Whom there shone forth that which
dawned, and from Whose radiance burst the light that cleft
the firmaments from the Realm of the Cloud; that it might be
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enfolded, after the ranks were arrayed, in the thicket of the
Godhead as the Bird of Destiny, in the grove of Might as the
Cock of Praise, and in the gardens of the Kingdom and the
Dominion as the Peacock of Glory — there to quiver with its
melodies upon the branches of the Tree of Manifestation, and
to sound its peals amid the hosts of the bees of Sinai. Every
thing abideth in its station; and all shall hear the clamour of
that which gleamed forth from the light of the morn of pre-
eternity — whatsoever great or small upon which the name
“thing” hath fallen. Praised be God!

i And praised be God — He from Whom that which was uttered

found its rising, Who showed compassion upon that which
dawned, Who shed radiance upon that which was dispersed
and drawn together, and Who assigned unto it a governance
and a tenderness which became manifest and exalted after
abasement, after kindling and submission; which grew mighty,
glittered, trembled, separated and conjoined, aided and op-
posed, confronted and distinguished — according as it stood
firm, proclaimed, revolved, illumined, became evident, willed,
was thunder-struck, was established, surged, flashed, blazed,
was recalled, gasped, proclaimed again, was made weak and
revived — until it cried, like a bewildered fish cast upon the
dust: “There is no God but Thee! Glory be to Thee! Unto
Thee have I turned in repentance, and I am the first of those
who repent.”

And now — there hath descended unto the remembrancer the
wondrous Remembrance from One of lofty lineage and exalted
rank, of surpassing honor and inviolable might. Such was not
its form in the Book; He is the Mighty. O my Lord! Bestow
upon me the grace of lifting the veil from the countenance
of the Cause, by whatsoever face Thou willest; for my plight
hath grown severe, and by God, my purpose is naught but the
unveiling of the state. Here stand I before God, saying: Peace
be upon Thee, as long as the Sun of creation riseth by creation,
and the sun of invention setteth by invention.

I have read that which thou didst send down from the clouds
of the heaven of Thy Will, and I have discerned that to which
Thou didst allude in the inward recesses of Thy verses — as
though Thou didst intend, by the unveiling of the secret, to
disclose the countenance of that which is concealed. Other-
wise, that which is hidden in the lines lay before Thee like a
parchment spread open. If the secret be a secret whose veil
may be lifted from its face, then verily it standeth, between
the lines, disclosed before Thy dawning like the light of mani-
festation. But if it be a secret enwrapped — benefited only by
secrecy, profited only by concealment, and whose countenance
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the subtleties of allusion cannot unveil — how then can I point
unto it? For the first station of its disclosure is the denial of
all allusion to it.

Today I possess no unveiling of that secret, no command, no
means, save what was taught to Kumayl in secret in the prayer
of Khidr: “Lord, forgive him who possesses naught save prayer,
for Thou doest what Thou willest. O Thou Whose Name is
healing, Whose remembrance is cure, and Whose obedience is
wealth! Have mercy on him whose capital is hope and whose
weapon is tears! O Bestower of blessings! O Repeller of ad-
O Light of those who are lonely in darkness! O
Knower Who art not known! Bless Muhammad and the fam-
ily of Muhammad, and do with us what is worthy of Thee!
Thou art worthy to be feared and worthy to forgive!”

versities!

And since every letter of Thy Book hath, in the path of knowl-
edge, infinite outer and inner meanings, I indicate with a drop
that which overflows from the ocean of the elixir through what
God hath graciously bestowed upon me. Though I know that
these recorded principles and known allusions are unveiled be-
fore thee, yet perchance God may reveal in the inner meanings
of the allusions that which floweth from the pen of ink in such
wise as to draw thee to the holy precincts of the heart. I seek
God’s forgiveness for what the Book recordeth before the All-
Merciful. Verily we are God’s, and unto our Lord do we return.

O my God! How can I praise Thy praise or speak before
the presence of Thy grandeur? Thou hast ever been, without
the description of aught, and wilt ever exist, without the at-
tribute of aught. None shall ever know Thee as Thou art, and
naught shall ever describe Thee as Thou deservest, for Thy
very KEssence cutteth off all substances from expression, and
Thy very Being preventeth all realities from knowing Thee. If
I say “Thou art Thou,” I have likened the similar to the simi-
lar, and Thou at once beliest me - nay, all created things - for
how can that which was brought into being through creation
describe That which cannot be described by the attributes of
invention? And if I say “He is He,” T have indicated the One-
ness of Thy Will and the Reality of Thy Purpose, which are cut
off from Thee by Thy creation of them from nothing, and are
prevented from knowing Thee by their need, at every moment,
of something. Thus whenever I ascend toward Thee, I see no
means for myself save descent into despair and prevention; and
whenever I fall silent and seek forgiveness, I find naught but a
sin greater than the first.
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By Thy might and Thy majesty! I perceive no path, nor do
I find for proof any abiding place; and Thou art indeed a for-
giving and august Lord. Forgive me, then, for Thou art the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful. O God! I call Thee to witness
by that wherewith Thou bearest witness unto Thine own Self,
and by that whereunto Thy Book testifieth — according to that
which Thy knowledge hath encompassed, and according to that
which hath even now descended upon me in a Book inscribed
and a parchment spread open, and from a Book endowed with
manifest authority — seeking thereby to unveil the secret that
is concealed, to tremble at that which was revealed upon Sinai,
and to drink of the pure Water of Kawthar amid those deaf,
dark, and impenetrable gloom-filled shadows, through the bal-
ance of exposition bestowed by a forgiving Lord, from the
hands of a servant whom He appointed on that Day as the
twofold witness within a hidden House. O my Lord! Nothing
escapeth Thy knowledge, nor is aught in the heavens or on
the earth too great for Thee. Thou art, verily, the Knower of
all things and the Almighty over all things. Confirm, then, O
God, his heart upon Thy religion as Thou willest; and T am
content with whatsoever Thou willest — verily Thou art the
Mighty, the All-Powerful.

O man! I have borne witness unto that which flowed from
thy pen, and have discerned that which thou didst intend in
the allusions of thy words. No doubt God is thy true aim;
yet in this Day one such as thou doth not cleave unto one
such as I, save whomsoever God may choose to assist by His
command and make a guardian of His ordinance. Nevertheless,
when I behold the fluctuation of thy state and the disquiet of
thy inmost being concerning the Cause of thy Lord, the sea
of my stillness is stirred, by reason of my love for thee and
the sincerity of thy service unto God, thy Creator — though I
perceive the veil that lieth between thee and me. Yet I hope
from God, exalted be He, that He will decree for me that which
He willeth and will give me rest through His promise. Verily
He is the Generous, the Merciful.

O thou who ascendest unto the ladder of inner realities, and
who gazest upon those subtle splendors! That which thou dost
seek at this moment is the majesty of glory in its beginning
and its end. The truth can never be attained save by the
negation of all else beside it; and the essential realities of the
verses of knowledge profit not him whose desire is the station of
his Lord, through the removal of veils and allusions, signs and
indications. Thus hath it been plainly declared by Him Who
dwelt in the deep of names and attributes: that truth is the
unveiling of the veils without allusion. That station abideth
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within thy hidden being and within thy presence; nay, thou
hast no manifestation save through it.

And since the minds of the followers of Mulla Sadra were con-
founded, and the feet of some divine philosophers faltered in
explaining this station, I shall indicate through wisdom’s proof
the reality of this supreme creation: God hath ever been, and
there was naught else besides Him. And now God is even as
He was; nothing existeth at His level. Whoso claimeth to know
Him through the existence of aught else - his knowledge is ren-
dered void, for He hath never been associated with His creation
nor can He be described through His servants.

Whoso desireth to proclaim His unity doth at that very mo-
ment associate partners with Him, for as He is, none but He
can know Him, and none but He can proclaim His unity. All
that His near servants have claimed regarding His knowledge
is but knowledge of His creation through which He hath mani-
fested Himself to it in the realm of His dominion. This is the
utmost knowledge possible to contingent beings, for they can
never ascend to the holy court of their Creator.

As ‘Ali - peace be upon him - hath declared in the Orphan
Sermon: “If thou sayest He is He, thou hast distinguished
Him from all things, so He is He. And if thou sayest He is
He, the letters ‘He’ are but attributes by which to prove Him,
not attributes that reveal Him. If thou assigneth Him lim-
its, such limits pertain to other than Him. If thou sayest the
air is His relation, the air is of His creation.” Thus descrip-
tion returneth unto description. The heart is blinded from
understanding, and understanding from comprehension, and
comprehension from deduction. The dominion is established
in the kingdom, creation returneth unto its like, and seeking
findeth its form. Investigation leadeth unto impotence, expo-
sition unto loss, striving unto despair, and attainment unto
severance. The way is barred and seeking rejected. His proof
is His signs and His existence His affirmation.

Verily God created the Will through itself, not from anything
else. Then through it He created whatsoever beareth the name
of a thing. The cause of its existence is itself and naught else.
Whoso maintaineth that the Divine Essence was the cause of
creation hath unknowingly associated partners with his Lord,
for as He is, He cannot be associated with anything, nor doth
anything exist with Him. It hath been established in wisdom
that between cause and effect there must needs be similarity.
Therefore did the Imam say that the cause of things is His
handiwork, and He hath no cause. Some philosophers have
stumbled in explaining this station according to their beliefs,
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which God hath not intended in His Book. May God forgive
them through His grace, for He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Whoso maintaineth a connection between Truth and creation
hath followed his idle fancy as did the first. This is error in
the doctrine of the people of infallibility, for if the connection
be the Essence itself, this hath no place in the doctrine of
the family of God and is association according to what was
recited unto thee before. And if it be creation, the people of
the Bayan have no need to prove it. Therefore did the Imam,
peace be upon him, say: “Truth and creation, with no third
between them, nor any third besides them.” This is witnessed
by whomsoever God hath caused to witness the creation of
the heavens and earth. Then He created His own self, and
God sufficeth Me as witness.

Whoso maintaineth the existence of fixed archetypes in the Di-
vine Essence to prove His exalted knowledge, as most have done
save whom God willeth, this is pure association in the doctrine
of the family of God. For mention of their otherness in exis-
tence testifieth to separation and indicateth division. God is
the Eternal who hath ever been in one state. If the archetypes
be the Essence itself, it changeth not eternally and unity would
be impossible even for itself. All such essential abstractions
have no existence with God, exalted be His mention. I seek
refuge with God from what Muhyi’d-Din al-‘Arabi maintained
- may God hasten His vengeance.

Verily God is the Eternal who begetteth not nor is begotten.
He hath no likeness in creation nor proof in contingent be-
ing, for proof is proof for that which indicateth not itself by
itself. Description is for that which describeth not itself by
itself. Glory be to God above what they who liken Him to cre-
ation have falsely claimed about the unity of existence! God
witnesseth no word more remote than their saying, for mention
of the non-existent is subsidiary to the existent. The Essence
hath ever been free of His creation, and His creation when they
came into being had no mention with Him.

That which compelled the philosophers to speak of fixed
archetypes and the uncompounded reality is their station of
affirmation in the knowledge of God, glorified be He. The
uncompounded reality is their affirmation in the knowledge
of God, glory be to Him, the Most High. Indeed, to affirm
that God’s knowledge comes from creation is falsehood and
untruth, for God’s knowledge has ever been for Himself alone,
and there was no object of knowledge with Him, and none
knoweth how He is save Him. Whoso desireth to comprehend
His knowledge hath at that moment denied his Lord, for
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how can one who hath found his reality through His creation,
which was created from nothing, hope to know the knowledge
of his Lord? He hath ever been All-Knowing, and there was
naught with Him, and now He is All-Knowing, and there is
naught at His level.

The mention of power, knowledge, and all names and at-
tributes are but signs for His creation and a means of sweeping
away the vain imaginings of His servants, lest they doubt
aught about their Creator. His knowledge is His Essence, free
from His creation, and none can encompass His knowledge.
The knowledge He hath attributed to Himself, which those
who reason have deduced in the station of His justice, is the
reality of creation, and its relation to Him is but an honorific
relation, like the relation of creation to Him.

Otherwise, O thou who gazest from the most exalted perspec-
tive and dwellest in the supreme horizon, when thou look-
est with the eye of truth, God hath no attribute apart from
His Essence and no description apart from His presence. He
knoweth all things as they are, whether universals or particu-
lars, substances or accidents, after their creation just as on the
day He had not created them. He knoweth them because knowl-
edge is life, and just as God, glory be to Him, is Ever-Living
in the eternity of eternities, and needeth not the existence of
any living thing to prove His life, He was All-Knowing of all
things without there being any object of knowledge.

Glory be to Him and exalted is He! He was ever All-Knowing
when there was no object of knowledge, and now God is as He
was, All-Knowing of all things, though no object of knowledge
existeth at His level. The reality of knowledge at the level
of the contingent is the object of knowledge itself, as al-Sadiq
(peace be upon him) clearly stated in his words, exalted be his
remembrance: “Knowledge is the perfection of what is known,
and power and might are the perfection of action.” Were the
universals of wisdom not complete in their inward and outward
aspects, wisdom would not be perfect from the All-Wise, even
were He powerful.

When thou considerest this exposition and knowest the reality
of what exists in creation through this explanation, thou wilt
be convinced that the secret reality mentioned in the traditions,
by which the learned excel one another in explaining mysteries,
is but a created and contingent sign unto which God hath
manifested Himself through it, making it a sign of Himself
that one might thereby advance toward His knowledge and
attain to the reality of what is possible in contingent existence
through God’s grace. It is a contingent sign like the letters
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of “There is no god but God,” which, while being assembled
letters, indicate God.

7 Likewise is the sign of thy reality when thou hast removed from

it the veils and allusions, and entered the house of majesty
through the effacement of vision and the sobriety of station,
and the attraction of oneness and stillness in the ocean of
eternality. Then hast thou attained to the ultimate bounty
of God in contingent existence, and I find no suspension in
God’s bounty. Verily, the matter which thy presence hath
been granted in the Book through mercy is the mystery of
obligation and the ultimate station of recognition. Were I to
interpret but one letter of thy allusions, all the seas of ink
would be exhausted, for God hath created within everything
the wisdom of all things. And he whom God, glorified be He,
hath aided through His grace, is not veiled by anything in the
heavens or on earth from the wisdom of any thing. The first
letter of thy book is the letter “Ha” and I shall now indicate
in its interpretation that which God hath written for me, and
I beseech thy pardon for aught else.

Know that the letter “Ha” is the fifth rank of the manifesta-
tions of divine unity and the conditions of abstraction, and it
is the letter of unity in the heart. And when it revolved in
the four temples through the four witnessings, the letter “Kaf”
appeared, which is the first word of the Command whereby
all things were established. God, glorified be He, created the
stations of unity in the letter “Ha.” Among them is the station
of the Point, which is the station of Muhammad, the Mes-
senger of God, where he dwelt in the station of unity from
the realm of creation, retaining no mention of self beside Him.
In this station he is unique, without likeness, exalted above
any similitude, and detached from all connection and separa-
tion. This is the station which God specially reserved for His
Beloved and chose for His Prophet, making him in this station
the manifestation of His Self in expression, inasmuch as God
was and is eternally unconnected with the creation of things.
He standeth in the station of true divine unity wherein none
in all contingent existence can possibly attain save him, nor
hath any other any portion of that wherewith God hath hon-
ored him and guided him. In that station he is absolute poverty
incarnate and pure manifestation in the station of dust. There-
fore my spirit and all who dwell in the kingdoms of Command
and Creation glory in his poverty before all who dwell in the
kingdom of names and attributes. This is the station of the
mention of that Reality which no veils can conceal, which no
proofs can match, which no signs can depart from, and which
nothing among the verses can approach.
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Glorified be its Originator! The eye of creation hath never seen
the like of Muhammad, the Messenger of God, in all existence.
All that others have said in his description is falsehood in his
holy court and calumny against his sanctified glory. He is
as God said on the night of the Ascension: “Thou art the
Beloved and the Loved One.” And he himself said concerning
his station: “None knoweth me save God and thou, O Ali.”
And Ali, peace be upon him, said concerning him in his sermon
on the Day of Ghadir and Friday: “And I bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, whom He chose
in pre-eternity above all nations, unique without similarity or
likeness among the sons of his kind or peers. He established
him in His station throughout all His worlds in expression,
since vision comprehendeth Him not, nor can thoughts of mind
encompass Him, while He comprehendeth all vision, and He is
the All-Subtle, the All-Informed.” This is the station of the
Primal Will in contingent existence, where God manifested
Himself to it through it for itself, and made it the sign of
His kingdom that those who reflect might take lesson in the
mention of the Most Beautiful Names and the Most Exalted
Attributes - though all these are detached from His presence
and withheld from His station. For He is as He is, none knowing
how He is save God Who created him. So glorified be God
above what they describe!

And among them is the station of the gentle Alif, and the mys-
tery of eternity, and the divine reed, and the heavenly leaf.
The Celestial Leaf and the Heavenly Tree and the Universal
Guardianship through which God is known in the second sta-
tion, and after the station of Muhammad, the Apostle of God,
peace be upon Him, there is no true unity save through ‘Ali,
peace be upon him. All others know God as would an ant -
nay, I seek God’s forgiveness for even this limitation. There
exists no unity save his unity, as he himself, exalted be his
remembrance, hath said in his last sermon: “I am the meaning
upon which no name nor likeness can be placed, and I am the
Gate of Remission, and there is no power nor strength save in
God, the Most High, the Most Great.” And verily he, may my
spirit be a sacrifice unto him, as the Most Great Lord hath tes-
tified, is known only to God and to himself. Sufficient proof of
his excellence is that were it not for him, none like him would
exist. And glorified be God, his Creator, above all description.

And among them is the station of Divine Unity, of the extended
Alif; this is the station of the letters of “There is none other
God but He”—eleven souls, the Imams of justice, the honored
servants, who act not save by the command of God and who, in
their fear of Him, are filled with awe. Verily, they do magnify
the unity of God through stations pertaining unto ‘Ali, peace

gy 48 Jic gliaV e 7 ] el o
o abo 5 3 JB Lo § 5 oLV 3
s I by awds Ble 3 X
sl i Al G B
WY G b i 3 oandy JB 5 oyt
G G 3l e Jo JB 5 e b o
5ok 148 01 A2 5 k) 5 il oy s
S ¥ e o pud) (3 aalivd iy
QA i) sl e Sl 4l e
Y OK 3V 8 dle e 3 aslae 46
25 Y bl o Y Lal S
Gls Ol 5 el Gl gy SLa¥l
e Wl 2 5 o Y1 G 2l ol
ﬁ’é%)ﬁ’i‘ﬂ#;&b%‘%ﬁw
Gabaite 3§ Ue Slin 5 o sl
Y p B s alie o Bty 4l o
Ue dl Ot ails ol A1 Y1 o S

D5k,

wad) 5 WYy aidl Gl plis L
53 S 8 ol 5 s 1 38,51 5 3z eI
oy bo 6 5 Ml de WY1 815 5
N3 e bl ey ¥ g Al Oy sy
S il o sl s Y SN o
G Gl W s 21 3 oSS oo ands JB
s OV a2 Yy ol e i Y
2l bl ALY Y s de Y
PN N WP ARV S NPy
wﬂiégijdf}w;&\y‘

QML«"’ o-\?}ﬁﬁ“\dbg\w;

i 5 sl Gl st g plie Lo
Jaall 21 ks 2o doln W1 1Y 2]
r»,m,w\o,\@\)@mofﬂ\;u
olg &) Oy 5d M’\, O5R% dyds e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 9

30

31



w
N

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00021

be upon him, and none save themselves can attain unto them.
All who are beside them are, in their sight, mentioned only
through that unity whereby they themselves bear witness unto
God.

Sufficient testimony to the excellence of their remembrance is
that which shone forth from the holy precinct unto ‘Uthman
ibn Muhammad al-‘Amri, in the visitation of the Family of
God, where He Himself hath said concerning the irrevocable
decree and the effacement: “The fixed decree is that which your
will hath reserved unto itself, and the effacement is that which
your practice hath reserved unto itself” And every mention
joined with the mention of others is, before their presence, but
calumny against their holiness and falsehood in the face of their
power.

Yet, since it hath ever been God’s wont to show forth benef-
icence, while the condition of contingent being is helplessness
and want, God hath, through the bounty of His grace, accepted
in behalf of the friends of those hallowed names. Otherwise,
no one would have any portion in the knowledge of them, nor
would any created thing possess any share in making mention
of them. Glorified be God, their Creator, above all that they
describe.

Among these is the station of the combined letters, which is the
station of unity of Fatimih, the blessings of God be upon her.
She speaks of God and indicates God through what God hath
revealed to her through numbered mirrors. Through her light
were created the realities of the Prophets, and through her
were brought into being the essential gems of the successors
from among God’s chosen ones and His Messengers. None
among the Prophets and successors below her station have any
share in her unity. The deeds of her physical form are purer
and more elevated than the hearts of the Prophets and the
essence of the successors. None knoweth her as she truly is
save God and the Letters of Unity. Glorified be God above all
description.

Among these is the station of the Words, which is the station
of unity of the Prophets and the believers among humanity,
who indicate God through the shadow of the light of Fatimih’s
physical form, the blessings of God be upon her. They enter
the sea of Oneness and the depths of Eternity and the Throne
of Glory and Grandeur through the excellence of Fatimih’s re-
membrance, the blessings of God be upon her. None save them
has any share in their unity and their knowledge of God, glo-
rified be He. These are the cherubim of whom al-Sadiq spoke,
saying: “They are a people from among our followers from the
first creation whom God hath placed behind the Throne. Were
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the light of but one of them to be divided among the people of
the earth, it would suffice them.”

When Moses asked of his Lord what he asked, He commanded
one among them, and He revealed Himself to him in the mea-
sure of a needle’s eye, whereupon the mountain crumbled and
Moses fell down in a swoon. These five degrees all return to the
negation of unity from unity, and though each of these degrees
hath four stations which return to a single point. Among these
is the unity of the Essence, in that as He is what He is, none
knoweth Him save Him, and none can prove Him save Him,
and none can say He is He save Him, for whatsoever is besides
Him, should it speak or describe, pointeth to the station of its
own self and telleth of the limits of its own geometry. And
He, as He is in Himself, hath no name nor attribute, nor can
anything prove Him, for proof is contingent upon conjunction,
and all describe their own selves and adduce evidence of their
own reality through their own signs. Glorified be God above
what they describe!

And among these is the unity of attributes, in that God hath
no attribute apart from His Essence, and no name apart from
His presence, by the testimony of His Essence unto His Essence
that He cannot be described by the attributes of His creation,
and by the testimony of His creation unto His creation that
the attribute, by its own testimony unto itself, returneth to
the station of limitation. The existence of description itself is
the greatest proof that God hath no attribute nor description.
All names are signs of His Will, all similitudes are likenesses
of His Purpose, all attributes are tokens of His Dominion, and
all proofs are stations of His Grandeur. Thus glorified and ex-
alted is God Who hath described Himself as having no descrip-
tion, and Who hath described Himself to His creation through
what He hath revealed in His Book that they might know Him
thereby and worship Him, not associating anyone with His wor-
ship.

And among these is the unity of deeds, wherein all feet have
stumbled in understanding the matter between the two mat-
ters, which is the mystery of destiny, and whereby the servants
recognize their Creator in the station of deeds. All who have
addressed the question of destiny, whether through compulsion
or delegation, including all the philosophers who have confessed
their powerlessness to explain the reality of this matter - this in-
deed is the true state of affairs. For the philosophers desired to
explain God’s command regarding the matter between the two
matters through rational proof, which is impossible, since rea-
son, even at the utmost degree of its abstraction, comprehen-
deth naught but that which is limited. And until the servant
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reacheth the summit of the heart’s portion, whoever sitteth
upon the throne of reason’s sovereignty must needs confess ei-
ther to delegation or compulsion, for that which lieth between
them - the matter between the two matters, the station more
expansive than what lieth between the heaven of receptivities
and the earth of acceptances - can only be comprehended by
the heart which God hath created for the knowledge of His
unity and the sanctification of his Lord. The servant recog-
nizeth God’s unity in the station of deeds and becometh certain
of the truth of that verse from the Most Exalted: “Is there any
Creator other than God who provideth for you from heaven
and earth? There is no God but He!” “This is God’s creation;
now show Me what those beside Him have created.” Nay, the
wrongdoers are in manifest error.

Without this awareness, the servant comprehendeth not what
is incumbent upon him in wisdom. Therefore did the Imam say:
“Destiny is a secret among God’s secrets, a protection among
God’s protections, raised up in God’s veil, concealed from
God’s creation, sealed with God’s seal, foreknown in God’s
knowledge. God hath relieved His servants of its knowledge.”

God has lifted His knowledge above His servants and raised it
above their testimonies and the extent of their minds, for they
cannot attain it through divine reality, nor through eternal
power, nor through luminous grandeur, nor through the might
of oneness. It is a surging, overflowing sea, purely for God, the
Mighty and Glorious. Its depth extends between heaven and
earth, its width between east and west, black as the darkest
night, full of serpents and whales, rising at times and sinking
at others. In its depths shines a sun which none should seek
to discover except the One, the Single. Whoever attempts to
discover it has opposed God, the Mighty and Glorious, in His
wisdom, contested His sovereignty, unveiled His secret and His
covering, and has incurred God’s wrath - his abode is hell, an
evil destination.

The secret of the matter is that none should see the manifes-
tation of things’ actions as they truly are except the soul that
manifests the choices of things as they are and as they continue
infinitely in what has no end. None should see any light except
His light, nor any decree except His decree, for nothing exists
in the heavens or earth except through seven stages which are
the stations of the Family of God, peace be upon them. The
servant, at the time of action, acts through the action of des-
tiny from One All-Knowing and All-Wise, for God, glorified be
He, has always known the choices of all and how they proceed
therein, recompensing them according to their qualities and
giving them their due.
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This choice accompanies the existence of things, and nothing
exists except through its choice, for at the time of the choice’s
existence when God the Exalted said “Am I not your Lord?”,
had there not been choice, the response “Yea” would not have
been given. Similarly is the decree in every aspect and every
matter. If the observer truly looks, he sees the manifestation of
“Am I not your Lord?” only in himself through the mention of
“Yea” or in manifestation through the mention of “Nay” - and
it is a mystery. They see no influencer except God, witness no
command except God’s command, worship nothing alongside
Him, and believe regarding the right of the Family of God
neither in delegation nor in suspension. Rather, God has never
ceased to create what He wills, how He wills, through what He
wills. He has no partner in His action, no protecting friend in
His command, and He is as He is in His action - none knows
how He is except Him.

God has taught in the Qur’an through His exalted word:
“Whatever good befalls thee is from God, and whatever evil
befalls thee is from thyself. We have sent thee as a Messenger
to mankind and God suffices as a witness.” Then His exalted
word: “Say: All is from God.” This indeed is the secret of the
unity of actions. God has not revealed any verse mentioning
this truth more perfectly and completely than the words
“There is no power nor strength except through God.” Glory
be to God above what they describe. And from this comes the
unity of worship, where God, exalted be His mention, said:
“Say: I am but a mortal like you. It is revealed to me that
your God is one God. So whoever hopes to meet his Lord,
let him do righteous work and not associate anyone in the
worship of his Lord.” And this unity is identical to the unity
of the Essence.

That Unity is itself the unity of Essence, Attributes and Deeds.
Whosoever uniteth God through unity of Essence hath indeed
unified Him according to how He hath described Himself in the
station of Attributes, Deeds and Worship. And whosoever wor-
shippeth God through attribute or name hath not worshipped
Him and is indeed a polytheist. And whosoever worshippeth
Him through mention of His Self is like unto the first, a poly-
theist. And whosoever worshippeth God according to how
He hath described Himself through His names and attributes
which God hath revealed in His Book, hath worshipped Him in
the manner possible within the bounds of contingent existence.
Otherwise, as He is in Himself and as beseemeth Him, none
besides Him hath known Him so as to worship Him. He hath
ever been beyond description through signs, beyond character-
ization through tokens, and none but He can indicate His own
Self.
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Verily the servant cannot worship God in any way save as He
willeth. In God’s Cause there is the decree of Bada, and in
God’s Book it hath two stations: the Bada of justice, which
departeth not from the essence of anything, and from which
nothing is secure - it is God’s Cause which all things fear, and
if God desired to destroy all creation, by this Bada would He
destroy it instantly, and none can resist His Will, none can
question His deed, none can thwart His decree, and none can
comprehend His purpose. He doeth what He willeth through
what He willeth, and nothing in the heavens or earth is too
great for Him, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. And the Bada
of grace is in the rank of destiny, and it is grace and favor for
the believers whereby God changeth their evil deeds to good
deeds and eraseth from the pages of their works the bounds of
transgression, bestowing upon whomsoever He willeth whatso-
ever He willeth, and He is the Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

Verily these four ranks are in truth a single manifestation in
five stations, and in the fifth rank wherein the Prophets, people,
believers and angels affirm His unity, it is as al-Sadiq, peace be
upon him, indicated in his words, exalted be his remembrance:
“We are the root of all good, and our branches are all righ-
teousness, and of righteousness is the unity whereby God is
unified.” The Imams, peace be upon them, have derived from
the manifestation of Fatimih’s form, God’s blessings be upon
her, and thus the Imam was attributed to His Cause for it is
the first station of deed. And this station was revealed through
the four stations of unity in His words, exalted be His remem-
brance: “Our Cause is the mystery, and mystery enshrouded
in mystery, and mystery veiled by mystery, and mystery that
only mystery can reveal” Then His words, exalted be His re-
membrance: “Our Cause is the truth, and truth of truth, and
it is the manifest, and manifest of the manifest, and hidden
of the hidden, and it is the mystery, and mystery of mystery,
and mystery enshrouded in mystery, and mystery veiled by
mystery.”

And all this pertaineth to the stations of limitation and the
path of the limited. But for those detached unto God in the
depths of oneness, and those dwelling upon the throne of might
and eternality, verily the inscribed enshrouded mystery is the
manifest witnessed sign, and the unseen with them is the very
essence of witnessing, and none knoweth them in this station
save God. They are a people who look not upon anything
except through the gaze of the Lord, judge not anything except
through His judgment, and alter no decree save by His leave.
These are the ambassadors of the Faith.
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That which they ordained was not changed except by His leave,
and these are the ambassadors of the Faith and pillars of cer-
titude. Were it not for them, no rain would descend from
heaven nor would vegetation spring forth from the earth. May
God grant me their companionship in the gardens of Eden, and
those who are righteous among their fathers and their offspring,
through His grace - verily He is the Mighty, the Forgiving.

We have indeed alluded in the depths of these allusions that
the matter which thou didst desire cannot be realized except
through the negation of allusions. Nay, the veil is more subtle
than that, and the mirrors of reality more delicate than that
glass. The negation of allusion is itself a form of allusion. To-
day, if thou dost not cast away what is in thy right hand and
thy left of the veils of subtleties and signs of delicacies, thou
canst not journey unto God in the land of the crimson sand.

For one such as thee, this matter is indeed difficult and ar-
duous, for the darkness of the words of the people of veils
hath encompassed thy inner being. Though such deeds may
be counted as good deeds for the believers and blessings for
the distressed, yet since thou hast desired this greatest path
and mightiest station, I have ventured to mention these words
unto thee, that the holy fragrances might draw thee to the
summit of attributes and these allusions might free thee from
what thou hast perceived from the allusions of the people of
veils.

When thou turnest unto God, the Lord of lords, the allusions,
veils, signs and stations are unveiled, and in the moment of
heedlessness therefrom, thou enterest the Throne of Glory.
This station, despite its grandeur and majesty, is nearer than
the twinkling of an eye and more subtle than the closest glance.
This indeed is the honor for one who was at the Greatest Scene
when the Hour drew nigh and the moon was cleft asunder.

Verily God hath placed honor in the knowledge of this station
and in deeds performed in its vicinity, as al-Sadiq indicated
in his words - exalted be his remembrance - when asked about
the vision of God in the hereafter. He said: “Nay, the believers
shall see Him before the Day of Resurrection.” It was asked:
“How is this so?” He replied: “When He said ‘Am I not your
Lord?’ Then the veil was lifted.” He said: “Dost thou not see
Him at this very moment?”

And Ali’s indication in his Tutunjiyyih sermon where he said
- and his word is the truth: “I saw God and Paradise with the
eye of certainty” By his vision - may my spirit be a sacrifice
for him - he meant the vision of His manifestation unto him
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through Him at every moment, as al-Sadiq explained in his
renowned tradition: “Servitude is a substance whose essence
is Lordship,” until he said “Present in thy absence and thy
presence.” And his martyred father indicated in his prayer on
the Day of Arafah: “Other than Thee has an appearance that
Thou hast not,” until he said: “Blind is the eye that seeth
Thee not, while Thou art ever watchful over it, and at loss is
the servant whom Thou hast not granted a share of Thy love.”

This station is indeed the ultimate portion of contingent being
at the point of conjunction, where God manifests Himself to
the servant through Him in every moment with what pertains
to might and glory. O thou who gazest upon the countenance
of glory, magnify the Cause of God within thyself and observe
thy Lord’s mercy toward thee, for thy need in every condition
is like unto thy need at the beginning of thy existence, when
thou wert not even mentioned. Verily God manifesteth Himself
unto thee through thee at every moment, just as He manifested
Himself on the first day, for the servant’s need for sustenance
hath never ceased nor shall it ever be lifted.

God reveals Himself to thee through thee at all times even
as He revealed Himself on the First Day, for the need of the
servant for divine sustenance hath never ceased and will never
be lifted. Verily God in every condition revealeth Himself to
every condition through every condition, even as He revealed
Himself unto them through them on the First Day. Nay, were
man to witness the mystery of reality, he would behold himself
and all his conditions as though newly created on the First Day.
He would see no light save His light, no decree save His justice,
no tribulation save through His ordainment, no beginning save
through His command.

; Indeed, were the servant to remain steadfast in this condi-

tion, the attributes of divine lordship would flow through him,
even as revealed in the sacred tradition: “My servant draweth
nigh unto Me through supererogatory acts until I love him;
and when I love him, I become the ear wherewith he heareth,
and the eye wherewith he seeth, and the hand wherewith he
graspeth. When he calleth upon Me, I answer him; when he
asketh of Me, I grant his request; and when he is silent before
Me, I initiate discourse with him.” Thus are all his conditions,
both hidden and manifest. His self becometh His Self, his
deed His Deed, his command His Command, his prohibition
His Prohibition, his obedience His Obedience, his disobedience
His Disobedience, his love His Love - and likewise all that is at-
tributed to him, even as the Sacred House is attributed to God,
without similitude, for that which is being compared becometh
identical with that to which it is compared, as indicated in the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L ) S 5 Basdl ) e G
Sl by s 3 s se JB OI U
4 ) @ )| (txdﬂcét.;o\.)é Ea S AALINY
Y e ot JB 01 T o Lo gl e
A Ao O s 5 Ls, Lde JIF Y, dly

bias h o d Jod

b 3 OBV Lim e b plAll N3 OV 5

OV E Gadal il (4 ol
BB by IS 534l e
L,Y,Mgﬁs\,\rwdu&;\w
O 0l K 3 ol O &b &y i
b8 or el Doy ey B lalesl i

5 LSe S

S e K oe Skl a0l 5

o dind ) g sal) el 0¥ 3V
ol S ol S W olr 8 G ail ol
LIV O e sV i B e o 42
SUgs Ky awd dalty a3ad) o aals
SYRIRITIVENT TP RN F PRt o
oy Y bl V1oL Y daw VK Y

$lasl VI

ae 52 0Ll s o aal plisal
W Sl 3 d5 b g ay )l CK"
136 e g Bl A1 oo il Iy Lo
L;j,\\oﬂjch{s_mwc,;fp\
wxl dles Ol b iy @od 5 4 ran
5 oali) g oKu Oy ahel gee O
O Wl M B abgss 8 OK s
oo 00 5 dob Ao ks s N3 S e
5 Cpans apars 5 welb welb 5 4 4
S Ji¢ o U S s 2
4 42l OV G 05 e 4l ) ol A
JE Seadl s gl € asl) e OF

Al Lo ghls dlw Lz pn 3 A6 L

16

56



ot
~

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00021

mystery of the tradition: “He revealed Himself to her through
her, casting His image upon her essence, thus manifesting His
acts through her.”

" Blessed, then, is he whom God hath raised unto Himself, freed

from the conditions of his self and the transgressions of his days,
and preserved upon the throne of His oneness, seeing none
besides Him, asking naught save through His remembrance,
finding solace in none save His nearness, seeing no glory save in
His good-pleasure, no wrath save in His punishment, no spirit
save in His splendor, no tranquility save in His praise. And
thou, O noble one, knowest well the paths of remembrance and
guidance, and I fear not for thee when thou findest intimacy
in the sacred precincts with thy glorious Lord.

Verily this matter possesseth such subtlety that none can
reckon it save God. If thou art veiled from it by the slightest
hint, thou shalt be removed from it to a degree none knoweth
save God. Even as when Kumayl questioned Ali (upon him be
peace), he, may my spirit be his sacrifice, turned him away for
that which he asked, since He about Whom he inquired was
nearer to him than himself. How can one who perceiveth not
the Light that encompasseth his inner and outer being - such
that no other light existeth - possibly behold Reality through
Reality and witness the mystery of Divine Unity through the
FEternal Light? Verily this is as manifest to one such as thyself
as the sun at its zenith.

And since God knew that some people, through their love for
that station wherein whoso standeth hath stood by God’s com-
mand, created for those who gaze upon His countenance in the
eternity of eternities and who abide with Him at every instant,
signs and tokens whereby may be distinguished him in whom
that station is confounded from him who standeth in certitude
in the Sacred Mosque, lest people be removed from the efful-
gences of the glory of His sovereignty and all might know the
revelations of His mighty power, and none might say “Had God
acquainted me with His signs, I would surely have been among
the thankful.”

When thou art certain of this matter, look to the proof and
be patient concerning the signs of the All-Glorious, for the
mystery of this ocean is profound, most profound, and the
wisdom of that mystery is exquisite, most exquisite, and the
veil of that Cause is subtle, most subtle, and the attributes
of that servant are delicate, most delicate. And when thou
didst desire in that station the mention of the Balance and the
measure of utterance and the proof of man in utterance, I loved
that thou shouldst be endeared with the knowledge thereof.
Wherefore look unto what We have sent down in explanation
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of the Kawthar to him who hath turned and given thanks, and
warn every one who hath waxed proud and disbelieved.

But I adjure thee by God to look upon Our signs with the
eye of love and insight, for the proof of that Cause is naught
but the truth and none can uphold it save whom God willeth.
Forget not what God hath ordained for thee, for today thou
knowest My weakness and art able to remove My distress. 1|
do not complain to thee, but since I know what lieth beyond
that Cause, I desire that thou shouldst be as God created thee,
and be unto God’s creation as God hath been unto thee.

I know that these forms of knowledge and contrary conditions
grieve thee and keep thee from attaining unto divine decrees
and the mystery of eternity and the sign of oneness in the
word of the All-Merciful. But read some of Our pages, for
through thy communion with God thou shalt find what hath
never occurred to the heart of any mortal, and thou shalt know
divine knowledge that no pen hath ever recorded in the chain
of creation. And whatsoever doubts and accidents occur to
thy heart, dispel them through the Balance of the measure,
for God hath created utterance for man, and had God known
anything more noble than speech He would have made it the
means between Him and His Messengers.

Glorified be God! How perfect is His favor, how great His
proof, how mighty His Calll He accepteth from His servants
what none else would accept. Verily, I was aforetime in such
condition that I knew not a letter of what I know this day. God
hath made the proof such that none can turn away from it save
by submission, and should they desire to turn away, it would
be as though they turned away from that which they believed
before, for the handiwork of the Lord cannot be confused with
the work of creation, and the proof of the Book cannot be
nullified by the lies of men.

For in God Who created all things is the sign of His unity
in the reality of all things. The Christians say “the third of
three,” and some people today are like unto them in the sta-
tion of worship, for they see a deity, then themselves, then an
attribute, and verily this deed is the saying of the Christians
where divinity entered into humanity. Exalted is God above
what the wrongdoers say! And for every light there must needs
be darkness, but God promised aforetime in the Qur’an that
He would vindicate the truth through His signs and bring to
naught the deeds of the idolaters though they be averse.

Verily, I have spoken to men only of the favor of my Lord, of
what God hath honored me with of verses, prayers, sermons
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and realities of knowledge through what God hath ordained
behind the veils. Verily, I have not denied a single letter of the
Faith, nor added thereto a letter, nor have I said aught save
what God said aforetime in the Qur’an: “Fear God and He
will give you knowledge of distinction,” and His mighty Word:
“Fear God and God will teach you.” People have indeed fab-
ricated falsehoods, following their idle fancies, and they speak
naught but lies.

Verily that which God hath bestowed upon him who con-
tendeth for the Faith against those who deny the Leaders of
Justice from the Mother City and its environs consisteth of
four signs in the realm of outward manifestation.

The first is the station of verses which I recite without reflection
and write without pause of the pen according to the will of
God, my Lord. This is a proof which none can withstand, nor
can any bring forth the like thereof. Were God to know that
I abide not in His love and good-pleasure, He would create
another being who would recite as I recite from the Book of
God - and God sufficeth as a witness.

The second is the station of prayers and supplications unto
God, the All-Glorious, whereby, should He will it, there would
flow from My pen in six hours less than a thousand, without
thought or pause of the pen.

The third is the station of sermons, the like of which none but
I have ever uttered.

The fourth is the station of knowledge, whereby there hath
flowed from My pen in times past numerous pages, recorded
epistles, and preserved books. The glory in these words lieth
not in the words themselves, nor in their allusions and correla-
tions, but rather in the divine mystery and the manifestation
of the eternal which is the source of all good within My soul
and upon which every matter turneth. This matter sufficeth
for this Faith, and God sufficeth as a guardian. And should
[...7] command Me to unveil a mystery from this Cause, were I
not to desire to interpret but a single letter “ha” at the begin-
ning of the Book, what I would mention in that word would be
such that all the seas of the heavens and earth would not suf-
fice to contain it, should God choose to reveal its interpretation
through one of His servants. Yet I shall mention concerning
the mystery of the letter “ha” some interpretation of what I
intended.

Know thou that a mystery remaineth ever concealed, and if
revealed, it ceaseth to be a mystery. Knowledge in the station
of mysteries is, as commanded by ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, peace
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be upon them both, unto Jabir, in seven degrees, as he said,
exalted be his mention: “O Jabir, knowest thou what knowl-
edge is? Knowledge is first the affirmation of Divine Unity,
second the knowledge of meanings, third the knowledge of the
Gates, fourth the knowledge of the Imam, fifth the knowledge
of the Pillars, sixth the knowledge of the Chiefs, and seventh
the knowledge of the Nobles.” This is in accordance with His
words, exalted be He: “Say: If the ocean were ink for the
words of my Lord, the ocean would be exhausted before the
words of my Lord would be exhausted, even if We brought an-
other ocean like it as support.” He also recited: “And if all
the trees on earth were pens, and the ocean, with seven more
oceans to aid it, were ink, yet would not the words of God
be exhausted. Verily God is Mighty, Wise.” O Jabir! The
affirmation of Divine Unity and the knowledge of meanings -
as for the affirmation of Divine Unity, it is the knowledge of
God, the Ancient, the Ultimate, Whom vision comprehendeth
not while He comprehendeth all vision, and He is the Subtle,
the All-Informed. He is the Hidden, the Concealed; thou shalt
know Him as He hath described Himself. As for the mean-
ings, We are His meanings and His manifestation among you,
created from the light of His Essence.

We created from the light of His Essence that which is man-
ifest among you, and He delegated unto Us the affairs of His
servants. We act by His leave as We please, and when We
will, God willeth, and when We desire, God desireth. God
the Almighty hath established Us in this station and chosen
Us from among His servants, making Us a proof in His lands.
Whoso denieth aught thereof hath denied God, glorified be
His name, and disbelieved in God and His Prophets and His
Messengers...

These seven are themselves the stages of action and the man-
ifestations of creation, as He, exalted be His mention, hath
said: Nothing existeth in earth or heaven save through seven:
through Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term,
and Book. Whoso claimeth that God can dispense with even
one of these hath indeed disbelieved. Most people have per-
ished through their failure to comprehend what God hath or-
dained for them. He hath judged through the tradition of His
chosen ones, in the station of the inner meaning, that whoso
diminisheth one of these hath disbelieved. I seek refuge with
God from the misleading trials and beseech God through His
grace for the inner meanings of the traditions.

The mystery in the Bayan pointeth to the knowledge of God,
glorified be He, and He is His own mystery, His very Self and
none other, for God’s mystery is identical with His outward
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manifestation, and His outward manifestation identical with
His being, His beginning identical with His end, and His eter-
nity identical with His perpetuity. None knoweth His mystery
save Him, and He hath no mystery apart from His Essence, no
attribute apart from His presence. Glorified be God, Lord of
the Throne, above what they describe.

As to the mystery of the meanings, it is to know what was previ-
ously detailed concerning the decree of the Point in the station
of unity, and what floweth by God’s leave from the water of
that spring - the water of life - and it is the Unknown whereof
God, exalted be His mention, hath said: “None knoweth the
Unknown save He” Glorified and exalted be He above what
they describe.

As for the mystery in the station of the Gates, it is the mys-
tery in the universal Guardianship whereof God, glorified be
He, hath said: “Here guardianship belongeth unto God, the
Truth. He is best in reward, and best in consequence.” It is
the mystery of manifestation, the camphor tree, the purifying
water, the frequented House, the garments of light, the pure
zealous Essence, the lofty witnessed Glory, the hidden con-
cealed Symbol, and the Fire borrowed from the Mount, which
is the mystery of the First and the First is none other than
He, and God maketh no distinction between them save the dis-
tinction of attribute not separation, even as God hath placed
between motion and rest, or between the Kaf and the Nun, and
between separation and union. None knoweth His mystery save
He, and glorified be God above what they describe.

As for the mystery of the Imamate, it is the mystery of the
letters of “There is no God but God” in the inscribed lines,
then in the Scriptures and Verses, then in the reeds of the
Divine Realm and the Throne of Names and Attributes, then
in the thicket of the Realm of Power and the Seat of Glory and
Kingdom, then in the mention of essential realities, material
things, the separate, the connected, the united, the severed, the
manifest, the concealed, the radiant, and the darkened, where
none comprehendeth their knowledge save the pure Family of
God, the signs of abstraction, the pillars of unity, the tokens of
glorification, and the proofs of praise. Glorified be God, their
Creator, above what they describe.

As for the mystery in the station of the Pillars, it is the light
manifested from the sun of Fatimih’s form, the blessings of
God be upon her, in the realities of the Prophets; it is from
the mystery of the manifestation of the Prophets.

And as for the mystery in the station of the Chiefs, it is from
the mystery of the manifestation of the Prophets, and they are

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo 2 b adil e el g 4 2l e
gl 093 (o s Vs 613 050w d b

Oy L& Al oy bl Olomee

B e chad b om0 o Glall W bl g 75

03 5.2 Loy s i 3 o S (0
Al Olsdl sl gl 3 Ll e
AV A Jo Y o83 e A1 JB ol

Oy L8 I 5 lne

BV G ) Ol Pl G U
S A RY ) s o 1 B ) 20
o2 5 sl ) gy Lie e s LIS e
sl peall Sl el U, 5K
5 2l 2L 50 5 5l L ol
S G el U ) el
IR P S AN A SN P |
Y aial as G Y ey 34
I NP g KD (R W
Vo dn ¥y Jodl s Jadl (5 0

Ot L& il Olomans 5 5o

SV AY Oy m g bV 2L
S oVl G olhdlag)
f: Oladll g sl P e 3 0N Olab
3OSl of s Cpndlanl G
5 SbEl 5 Ol Ll ol s,
Sladodal | 5 Slloll 5 Olabal| § Ooluozst
ledn Lot ¥ E ol K ) odiekdl
351 5 el Sl s LY il JI e o)
5 el SYYS 5 Ul Ol 5 U )

Osba Vo)l & Slonse

o ) 5 OOV plie 3l Ll 7

Bl G e Bl Sl 2bb e o
LV 2 5 LY

VI U2 e L plae 3 NI L
o € Yl i G 15 s Ok s

21

76

79



81

82

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00021

thirty souls who were in the presence of the Imam, as that tradi-
tion explicitly states, saying: “How excellent is this goodly sta-
tion, and there is no loneliness with thirty.” Verily, recognition
of them and acknowledgment of them is obligatory, for they
are the bearers of grace in creation and legislation. Their mys-
tery is the mystery of the Imam, and whosoever today turns
to anyone besides them is truly among the ignorant ones.

As for the mystery in the station of the Nobles, it is from the
manifestation of the light of the hearts of the Chiefs. Were
they to discover the mystery of the Chiefs, they would surely
slay them, as is explicitly stated in the tradition wherein He,
exalted be His mention, said: “If Abu Dharr knew what was
in Salman’s heart, he would surely have slain him.” Verily
that mystery exists, is witnessed, and is hidden in all seven
ranks, and God does not judge concerning these mysteries in
those verses except according to what their souls have accepted.
God will surely reward all through His grace, and there is no
God but Him, the Possessor of great bounty.

The mystery in these seven ranks is the reality within them
whereby they know the unity of God their Creator. The pro-
portion of God’s manifestation through all of them is equal.
The dwellers in the depths of the Bayan know God’s unity,
and He unifies them through the unity of His own Self. None
of creation precedes them, nor have they any veil save their
own existence, nor any book save their own souls. He who
knows God’s unity in the station of meanings knows the seven
mirrors of the Bayan, even if he perceives not those mirrors,
yet knows his station as one who beholds God in the second
mirrors. Likewise are the servants who know God’s unity in
the five mirrors - each knows God’s unity according to what
pertains to unity, might, glory, divinity, power and dominion.

They behold no mirrors between them in the state of unity,
but God, from behind them, knows their stations and bears
witness to what their hands have earned. Though this station
has no likeness, I allude to what is most subtle in the realm of
physicality: Consider the manifested form of a standing Alif,
and before it mirrors, then before those mirrors more mirrors
until reaching seven. Do the seventh mirrors reflect aught but
the form of the Alif? Nay, by thy Lord! All call upon God,
indicate Him, judge by His greatness, fear His dominion, rule
by His leave, act by His command, and intercede by His per-
mission.
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The difference is that what is reflected in the seventh mirrors
resembles proportionally what is reflected in the sixth mirrors,
and thus some excel others. There is no greater nobility in the
perfection of good qualities and virtuous attributes, for that
is the station of the effect of the deed. The station of the
essence of the servant is what I have indicated to thee in the
series of seven, which flows in a series of eight from the world
of Command to the world of Creation. All the worlds are
confined to these eight, for the first determination of the first
Kaf is the station of Muhammadhood, which is the Garden of
Eternity wherein through manifestation it entered and has not
emerged, and whereunto He hath never entered from without.
Then verily that Paradise is the portion of the Family of God,
who are the Imams of Justice, and no one among creation hath
any share therein.

And the second is the station of the unity of the Prophets, and
the third is the station of the unity of humanity, and the fourth
is the station of the unity of the jinn, and the fifth is the sta-
tion of the unity of the angels, and the sixth is the station of
the unity of animals, wherein the ant supposeth that God hath
two antennae, just as man supposeth that He hath knowledge
and power and likewise all attributes and names. And just
as people invalidate the unity of the ant, so too doth he who
standeth in a rank above invalidate their unity. And the sev-
enth is the station of the unity of plants, and the eighth is the
station of the unity of minerals. And verily that rank revealeth
what is above it save what is in its outward manifestation.

5 And verily the eight paradises which God hath created for

those who love Him are these stations indicated. The wayfarer
beholdeth in the land of the highest heaven all his stations and
witnesseth the bliss of the hereafter which hath been tasted
from the fruit of the mystery of Reality in this world, in a
station as though he were in the land of the Paradise of Glory
and under the shade of the darkened Paradise of Beauty. And
verily one such as thee understandeth these allusions, and there
is no need in exposition to mention the evidences, the verses,
the signs, and the stations, for the Command of God in all
things is nearer than the twinkling of an eye, and the Beginning
of God upon all things is through the Greatest Vision.

And verily I intended not in mentioning these words save to
manifest the divine attributes to the people of glory. And
verily one such as thee is more exalted in station than to look
upon them and mention therein the decree of differences. And
when thou art apprised of that which was not with thee from
the decisive verses, then pardon thyself, for verily that water
floweth by the leave of God, the Lord of Names and Attributes.
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I seek forgiveness of God, my Lord, then I ask pardon of thee
for what the Pen hath set down in mentioning the allusions
in the depths of these words, for the station of the servant is
that of the element of dust, and these allusions befit not the
presence of Him Who possesseth the Names and Attributes.
Glory be to God, thy Lord, the Lord of the Throne, above
what they describe.

7 And since the matter was concealed in words, and the glories in

the world of indications are not unveiled save through the men-
tion of stations, I make mention in that station that shouldst
thou arrive, thou wouldst witness the lights in the reality of
mysteries. And it is that when the servant arriveth at the
station of Reality, which is the station of the manifestation of
the knowledge of God to him through Him, he witnesseth all
things as they are and seeth naught in the countenance of mul-
tiplicities save the manifestation of the unity of the Essence.

And verily that station is thy Most Holy Sanctuary, and thy
Most Exalted Paradise, and the station of thy love and thy
beloved and thy Best-Beloved, and the station of the unity of
thy word and the word of the Act of God in thy mystery, and
the station of thy subsistence in God, and the station wherein
all thy attributes and thy names and thy manifestations appear
from what was beneath the rank of thine essence, and the
station of thy existence through God and thy effacement in
God, and the station of thy circumambulation around thine
essence through the seven ranks of thine act, and the station of
thy putting on the garment, and in the station of casting off the
pebbles of thine intimations, stations, indications, signs and
verses, and in the station through which was manifested what
was manifest in thy rank, and was concealed what was hidden
in thy mystery, and rose what rose in thy reality, and gleamed
what gleamed in thine essence, and shone what shone in thy
spirit, and was magnified what was exalted in thine identity,
and dawned what dawned in the station of thy physical being
- where no veils can conceal it and no verses of scripture can
equal it - it is the first light wherewith God revealed Himself to
thee through thee, and at every moment He revealeth Himself
to thee through thee by that light when thou didst behold the
Tree of Sinai in the presence of the Frequented Fane.

And these intimations are the portion of the heedless who see
not the Truth in the darkness of night. Otherwise, one like
thyself seeth all words as one Word, and all differences as a
specific geometry, and all intimations as a single indication,
and all verses as a clear mirror that telleth of the oneness of
the Essence and proclaimeth divinity upon the throne of names
and attributes.
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And for one like thyself the indications cause no confusion, for
the Command of God in all things is one, and the decree of
God reacheth all things. Verily those who veil themselves from
recognition of the Glory in the mystery of wealth are certain
of God’s Cause yet deny it unjustly through what their hands
have earned aforetime.

And from one like thyself is not concealed what hath occurred
before. Unto God do we complain, then unto Muhammad,
the Chosen One, and unto Him returneth the judgment of the
Hereafter and of former times. And verily He is in the Most
Exalted Horizon, speaking on behalf of the Lord Most High.
The heart lied not in what it saw. Will ye then dispute with
Him concerning what He saw? He speaketh not from mere
impulse. It is naught but a revelation revealed.

And verily I have unveiled from the face of mystery the decree
of mystery and the intimations of the Command, and this is
truly mystery upon mystery, where today none can raise it save
the mystery, and naught can benefit it save the unveiling. In
God do I trust, and I say: “Naught shall befall us save what
God hath decreed. He is our Master; in Him do we trust, and
in Him let the believers place their trust.”

And what I have interpreted of the interpretation of the letter
Ha is a mention from the praise of the Tree of Glory, whereby
the people of divine decree know through the principle of orig-
ination in the crimson pillar. And verily it is the mystery of
creation, for the element of fire in the world of origination can-
not exist save through the element of earth, for naught besides
God exists independently in its essence except that it is com-
pound.

When the decree of duality is established, the decree of connec-
tion is established, for a thing is not a thing except through
its existence, which is the aspect of revelation therein, and
through its identity, which is the aspect of receptivity, and
through the connection that occurs between the conjunction.
These three ranks are the rank of trinity in the first name God
chose for Himself.

5 From this the Christians took the form of the cross and the

indwelling of divinity in humanity. Exalted is God above what
the people of the human realm know of the warbling of the
birds of the divine cloud upon the branches of the Tree of
Divinity. And that is the decree of the triangle of modality
in the Name of the Eternal, Radiant, Holy Providence which
points at every moment to His breast and says by God’s leave:
“There the sovereignty belongeth unto God, the Truth. He is
best for reward.”
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By God’s leave He says: There is the divine authority which
belongs to God, the Truth - He is the best in reward and
the best in punishment. Indeed, the three primary names in
the beginning of action are Will, Purpose and Determination,
which the people of the Bayan interpret in their exposition
as Creation, Origination, Invention, Bringing into Being, and
Generation. Nothing can exist except through the indicative
elements, even if the Command itself were within the Will, for
contingent existence is impossible except through two pairs.
Once duality is established, the mention of attributes extends
infinitely with what has no end.

The element of earth which is interpreted at the level of Will is
of the nature of its realm, which is the pillar of the acceptance
of the fire of existence after these: the fire of non-existence and
the water of ink. In this pattern has God created all things
and decreed in every world according to that pattern.

;. Look at Purpose, which is the primal Eve of Adam and

the Throne upon which Will was established through the
All-Merciful, how God created it with four pillars - among
them the pillar of Destiny which is the element of fire and
the manifestation of the First Cause. Its color is white
due to pure simplicity from the attributes of multiplicities,
indications and signs. From it was whitened what was in the
thicket of the Divine Realm from unpolluted water from the
rivers of Paradise. The word of glorification was found in the
realm of Might, and through it all whiteness in the thicket of
Dominion, then Kingdom, then the mortal world is raised and
lowered. The attributes of that pillar are not encompassed by
the knowledge of any created being - among them the Sacred
House of God, the Sacred Month, the mention of glorification
at the ground of the Sacred Monument and Station, and
the obligation of the pillar of Unity in the words “There is
no God but God” where whoever did not say “yea” in the
Primal Scene was not brought into being. Through one such
as yourself endowed with insight are known the attributes of
that pillar which none can encompass save whom God wills -
verily there is no God but Him, the Possessor of tremendous
grace.

And among them is the pillar of Permission which is the ele-
ment of air and manifestation of the Material Cause. Its color
is yellow from what is appointed, and from it yellowness be-
came yellow in all things, and by its light does God provide
sustenance to all things, for the First Pillar which is the Effi-
cient Cause is the cause of life, as God, exalted be His mention,
has said: “He it is Who created you, then provided sustenance
for you, then causes you to die, then brings you to life.” The
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bearer of that pillar is the Exalted One, and thus appeared the
yellow color in his countenance at the time of his passing, and
that is evidence for the day of his beginning, for the Seal is pre-
cisely the Beginning according to the people of the Bayan. And
whoever curses the sun and moon in their calculated courses -
that is the station of praise and the pillar opposite the Yemeni
pillar. It has attributes in limited examples, existing geometry,
numbered signs and lost knowledge. The one who gazes upon
the Countenance of Glory surely recognizes the attributes of
that pillar as God has willed - verily He is the Possessor of
ancient grace.

And among them is the pillar of the Appointed Time which is
the element of water and manifestation of the Formal Cause
and the Primal, Eternal Reed and the third leaf from the Di-
vine Tree which is neither of the East nor of the West, its color
is green, and from it everything has derived its verdancy, and
through it God causes all things to die in the third manifesta-
tion, and it is the highest lower pillar of the Throne and the
manifestation of His mention in the rank of creation and the
word of unity, and thus multiplicities appeared in that rank as
do the multiplicity of letters in the mention of “There is no god
but God.” And it has infinite aspects with infinite manifesta-
tions, wherein the one who gazes upon God witnesses all that
the All-Merciful has willed in that pillar. And if one possessed
of true insight wished to correlate what has been ordained by
the Imams with the letters of “There is no god but God,” he
would be able to do so, and that would not be difficult for Us
if God should will it and permit it, and I am but a penitent
servant.

And one of its pillars is the rank of the Book, and it is the
element of earth and the manifestation of the final cause in
the world of names and attributes, and its color is red, and
from it everything has derived its redness, and geometry has
been established in the mystery of all things, and destiny has
been determined in the decree of all things, and through it the
earth is quickened after its death, and the earth shines with
the light of its Lord, and on that Day the earth shall relate
its tidings, for thy Lord will have inspired it. And through it
God quickens in the fourth manifestation the changing hearts,
the determined souls, the dead spirits, and the corrupt bodies,
and makes them living beings like unto the steadfast hearts,
the firm souls, the good spirits, and the pure bodies.

And today God desires this matter for mankind because the
pillar of finality, which is the fruit of creation and the mys-
tery of invention and the manifestation of the three causes in
origination, has appeared like unto some of the aspects of the
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three pillars with the supreme proofs of knowledge and the
most great holy manifestations, whereby one whose nature is
human nature knows that these aspects could not have been
fashioned by man except by leave of the All-Merciful. For one
who speaks a word and says that if all were to gather together
to produce the like thereof, they would not be able to do so
and would never succeed - this is no simple matter nor light
utterance, for the letters of the alphabet are in everyone’s pos-
session, so how is it they cannot do it, and if they could do it,
why have they not done so? Nay, by thy Lord, the Lord of the
heavens and earth, were all those on earth from the chain of
subjects to gather together, they would not be able to produce
a single verse like unto what I read and write. And this is
witnessed by every just one, that the work of creation allows
for human endeavor, while the work of the Lord Himself is dis-
tinguished from the work of creation, and people today cannot
say a word concerning this proof except that the same word
is found in the Qur’an, so that truth may be established by
God’s command, even though the polytheists detest it.

And God, glorified be He, through His subtle craftsmanship
and His mighty favor, has manifested the mystery of that hid-
den pillar among the non-Arabs, lest it be difficult for anyone
to acknowledge Him and His Cause, that He is the servant
of God, confirming what was in the Book and the Tradition,
even letter by letter. And God has made this matter clear
through one whom no one ever imagined was among those pos-
sessed of knowledge and clear and decisive verses and evident
proofs. Through him God has tested the souls of the believers,
just as occurred what occurred after what was manifested was
manifested, and they stand firm in their obedience to God’s
religion like mountains. Through this Cause, those who were
destined for felicity in the first particle are made happy, and
those destined for wretchedness in the fourth particle are made
wretched.

According to what has been revealed in the traditions from the
mines of mysteries, during the Occultation of the Proof (peace
be upon him) there must needs be a dark, blind, deaf and
hellish test, so that those created from the clay of light may be
purified and those not of that clay may be condemned by the
decree of the wicked. This is clearly stated in that sacred verse
of the Qur’an: “Do men think that they will be left alone on
saying ‘We believe’ and not be tried?” And the Imam, exalted
be His mention, said: “By God, you shall be broken as glass
is broken, but glass can be restored as it was. By God, you
shall be broken as pottery is broken, and pottery cannot be
restored as it was. By God, He shall surely distinguish! By
God, He shall surely sift as darnel is sifted from wheat!” Then
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the words of al-Sadiq, exalted be His holiness: “The Master
of this Cause has an occultation, and one who holds fast to
his religion during it is like one who grasps thorns.” Then His
words, exalted be His glory, to Mansur: “O Mansur! This
Cause shall not come to you except after despair. Nay, by
God, not until you are distinguished! Nay, by God, not until
you are tested! Nay, by God, not until the wretched are made
wretched and the fortunate are made fortunate!” As spoken in
the traditions: “The people shall be so tested that nine-tenths

of them shall fall away.” As He, exalted be His mention, said:

“This shall not be until they are distinguished and tested, until
none remain among you save the fewest” - then He made His
palm small.

5 And there is no doubt that trials shall not appear until people

curse one another and disavow one another, as is clearly stated
in His words, exalted be His glory: “The matter which you
await shall not be until some of you disavow others, and some
spit in the faces of others, and until some curse others, and
some call others liars” God and His chosen ones have spoken
truly. I complain of my grief and sorrow to God, and I am
innocent of the polytheists. There is no doubt that in this trial
God’s Cause is clearer than the sun at high noon, otherwise
God’s proof would not be complete upon His servants.

And by every proof that people use to establish the existence
of the Imams, they establish the existence of an emissary from
the Proof who held in his hands evidence from his Master that
none could match. And there is no doubt that in the Greater
Occultation, whoever claims to have seen him claiming to be
the Gate, his claim is false, as was clearly stated in that sublime
directive from that Holy and Elevated One which shone forth
from the eastern direction to the fourth of the four gates, Ali
ibn Muhammad al-Samarri: “Hear - may God increase the
reward of your brethren through you - you shall die within
six days. So gather your affairs and do not appoint anyone to
take your place after your death, for the complete Occultation
has begun. There shall be no appearance except by God’s
permission, exalted be His mention, and that shall be after a
long time when hearts have hardened, when the earth is filled
with oppression. There will come from among my followers
those who claim direct witness - but whosoever claims direct
witness before the appearance of the Sufyani and the Call is a
lying impostor. There is no power nor might save in God, the
Exalted, the Great.”
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" Yet there is no doubt that he - may my spirit be his sacrifice

- has deputies on earth and nobles in authority. But by the
evidence of wisdom and the nullification of gaps and the avoid-
ance of sudden leaps, these close ones must necessarily return
to a single soul who was the bearer of universal grace, specific
ordinances, holy attributes and new subsidiary matters. Today
there is no doubt that some of the learned claim this station,
and there is no question that the world has not abandoned the
virtuous when his virtue becomes apparent. There is no doubt
that in every age there must be one who excels all others. By
the proof that negates any gap in divine unity, the following
of the lower is nullified unless the higher is recognized. Oth-
erwise the earth would surely not be devoid of an ambassador
standing by God’s command, to whom the elevated returns
and whom the follower joins - one who serves as the balance
of justice, able to answer all the world’s scholars if he wishes
and nullify the work of the negligent.

When doubt arises in religion, he can dispel it with decisive
proofs, firm evidence, clear verses and established signs, such
that people need nothing else and doubt nothing. Those schol-
ars whom the Imam commanded to follow and learn from,
whose denial he made equivalent to denying God and whose
obedience he made equivalent to obeying God - these are upon
truth when they follow that single soul, for pure truth appears
at the time of proof only through a single soul. The mystery
in reality was thus, as the philosophers maintained regarding
the origin of abstraction - that from the One proceeds only
one. This is evident by the wisdom through which truth is
established by truth and falsehood is nullified by truth, as is
witnessed by one such as yourself, with no need to mention
proofs or evidence against independence.

One such as yourself, possessed of proofs from among the peo-
ple of wisdom and discourse, knows that in mentioning these
allusions I intended only God’s decree in the world of names
and attributes. By your life, if you were certain of the mystery
of majesty, witnessed the decrees of the Day of Reckoning,
turned away from those who seek mere words and arguments,
and became aware of what decree has befallen me from the
Lord of Glory and Beauty, you would sigh deeply for my sake
and weep for God’s good pleasure over one imprisoned in his
house without sin or dispute.

Lord, had I been patient in the presence of the might of Your
Medina it would have been from my weakness, but with one
like You being all-powerful, I did not remain patient. Your
dominion and decree confined me. No, by Your might, despite
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my weakness, were I not to witness Your deed I could neither
be patient nor have any power therein. But when I knew that
time had decreed paradise in this world for one who denies
Thee, and for one who believes in Thee two dates sweeter than
I desire - I seek only Thy good pleasure and see no glory except
in praising Thee by night and by day, and abasement only in
disobeying Thee when Thou hast ordained Thy decree.

Through Thee, O my God, I am content with all besides Thee,
and I desire naught save what Thou hast desired for me. In-
deed, Thy knowledge of my contentment in remembering Thee
is dearer to me than the dominion of both worlds. Thou know-
est that in all conditions I fear Thy justice. And how should
I not fear, when if Thou didst will to chastise me with all
Thy punishments eternally, without end, by the perpetuity of
Thine Essence, I would still deserve it even in my good deeds?
Thou art praised in Thy deeds, obeyed in Thy command, and
sovereign in Thy dominion.

For my very profession of Thy oneness is before Thee the great-
est sin, since it derives from my existence. Sufficient is it as
my sin that I should make mention of my existence before the
dawning of Thy countenance, the majesty of Thy being, the
beauty of Thine essence, the glory of Thy self-subsistence, the
praise of Thy nature, the power of Thy reality, the encompass-
ing nature of Thy mercy, the justice of Thy oneness, and the
grace of Thy might. Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! I
confess my sin even as Thy knowledge encompasseth all things,
and I seek Thy forgiveness and turn unto Thee. Verily, Thou
art the Munificent, the Merciful.

When thou hast understood what I have confessed before God,
thou wilt surely know that all people have falsely accused me,
even while they imagine themselves to be guided. Should any-
one today claim authority beyond the authority of the Qur’an,
or make statements outside the paths of the people of the
Bayan, none should consider such a one human. Rather, it
is incumbent upon all to choose for themselves what God hath
chosen for them and what He hath pronounced in His judg-
ment before He manifested it through ‘Ali, peace be upon him,
in his hidden sermons, then in the “Speechless Sermon” with
its strange allusions and beautiful intimations.

If man were to be fair before God, he would not need mention
of proof and evidence, for he who came with the command of
the Glorious One, were he to change a decree, would need to
present proof, and since he confirmed what all the true sect
believed, nothing is required of him while all are obliged to
derive their paths of knowledge from the Tree that speaketh
in his breast. For the knowledge of people today containeth
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all contradictions and embraceth all opposing views, but he
whom God hath taught the knowledge of the Bayan from His
presence - his judgment floweth not as floweth the judgment in
the sciences of all. This indeed is the evidence for those who
gaze upon the throne of holiness and majesty.

5 In thy present state, these proofs benefit thee not unless thou

effacest from around thy heart the paths of reasoning from
all sources, for there is no end to matters of knowledge, and
no limit to the ways of reasoning. This is in regard to when
thou makest the balance in forms of knowledge, but when thou
makest the balance the mystery of divinity, the manifestation
of eternality, and the resplendent, shining verses that gleamed
from the Morn of Eternity, the veils shall be lifted from thee
and nothing shall withhold thee from the scrolls.

In these words, I desired naught for thee save the rending of
veils, that the raptures of holiness and the breaths of justice
might establish thee at the summit of grace and attributes.
And when thou didst mention before, in the depths of allusion,
the interpretation of the first letter of thy book, I mention an
aspect from the forms of the knowledge of the Bayan: that
the letter Ha is the spirit of the letter. The ultimate purpose
of the servant’s remembrance of the Beloved is like unto the
letter which is the red elixir among letters, purifying all words,
symbols, signs and allusions. Through it is established the
unity of God and negated the law of multiplicity. The people
of understanding, since they can know naught of that realm
save through what is here, deduce through this letter in all
the worlds. It completes the numerical value of the Word than
which God hath revealed none lighter in the Qur’an, and it is
identical with it in the world of manifestation.

7 The inmost reality of that Word is completed because the ori-

gin of all letters is the Point, and when the Point was divided
it became an Alif, and when the Alif bowed before its Lord it
became the letter Ba itself, hence the Point was found beneath
it. That Word was naught but an Alif between two Bas, and
it is a sign of God’s command between two Names. Should
one of insight contemplate the reality of that Word, he would
know what no one else has conceived.

Therefore God hath not assigned to that Word, as with other
words, a half, third or quarter, for it is the manifestation of
the light of the Divine Eternality from which nothing emerges.
God hath ordained the Fifth (Khums) for wisdom, and due
to the glory of the numerical value of that Word, He hath
attributed it to Himself. God hath created within that Word
matters which none can comprehend save whom He willeth.
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Among these is that He made two letters in that Word from
the dark letters, lest people become confused about the law of
unity except in the station of the Alif in its state of oneness,
for it is from the luminous letters. Glory be to God, how great
is His power and how mighty His proof!

Should you open the door of the knowledge of letters in that
Word, you would discover from the lights of the heaven of Divin-
ity, the effulgences of the Throne of Might, and the fragrances
of the heaven of sovereignty and dominion that which no lim-
ited knowledge can encompass. For the spirit in words is like
the spirit in bodies, and between them is an essential relation-
ship when considering their essences and accidents, and pure
severance when describing God, the Lord of all names and at-
tributes. For names have infinite ranks, and the named of all
things is in its own rank.

Behold the spirit of the people of God and their bodies, then
look at their words. Though all may utter the word ‘justice’,
when God, exalted be His mention, speaks it, it is that justice
which was the source of justice’s existence in the Divine Will.
When it descends from on high it indicates the named, hence it
is written in the Law that none shall touch it save the purified
ones. Were all to gather to produce the like of this form of
justice, they could not, for what they bring forth from the
letters ‘ayn, dal and lam is but its body at their rank, while its
spirit is non-existent compared to the justice which God hath
brought forth for Himself.

Likewise is the decree of justice uttered by the Messenger of
God, for its spirit was from His spirit and its utterance from
His body. Were all to gather to speak like the word spoken by
the Messenger of God, they could not, for its spirit was at His
station and its body like unto His, yet most people know not
and are powerless.

Such is the decree in every series of eight, for the word ‘justice’
spoken of by the Gates is its spirit, while its body was in their
station. Neither its body nor its spirit can attain to the Word
uttered by him who dwelt in the realm of inner meanings, and
likewise he who dwelt in the realm of inner meanings in relation
to him who spoke in the Bayan from the All-Merciful.

Observe all the letters as you observe people, and recognize
the words of the Imams, the Pillars, the Chiefs, and the Nobles
just as they have been distilled from the Ocean of Glory upon
those signs from the vast sea of majesty. Through knowledge of
that station, one recognizes the miracle of the Qur’an and the
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paths of the people of the Bayan and exposition from among
the people of vision.

Most people are dead in the knowledge of that station, as they
recognize and hear all words through similar forms, and that is
pure polytheism in the religion of the Family of God. For God
said “Verily I am He,” which indicates His eternity, and that
Word in letters is the primordial essence of letters. Nothing
resembles Him in the heavens or on earth, and all who uttered
that Word did not attain to His presence in what God said, for
words are like bodies.

5 Just as no one can be like the body of the Imam, peace be upon

him, no letter can be like the letters spoken by the Family of

God in the Bayan, even if the forms appear similar in shape.

Rather, it is as I have imparted to you - all are in human form,
but the Imam is the most abstract form and the divine light
that calls from its essence to its essence, proclaims divinity, and
speaks from the realm of might. Such is the decree regarding
letters.

By thy Lord, the Lord of the heavens and earth, were all to
gather to produce the like of an alif that came from ‘Ali, peace
be upon him, in letters, they would be powerless. Nay, the alif
they produce has no existence in the presence of His alif. Thus
do you recognize all deeds, conditions, letters and signs in the
series of eight.

7 Today, were people to gather to produce the like of a single

letter of what was written in that Tablet, they could not, for
he who brought it - his spirit and body were in his station,
and he through whom I spoke - his spirit and body were in the
station of one whom God aided through His grace.

Through knowledge of these details, the witness recognizes the
greatness of the words of the Family of God and their followers,
for they were like their bodies which no creation resembled
and no mention equaled. So glory be to God, the Lord of the
Throne, above what the speakers describe. He is beyond what
the mystics know and independent of what people do. Peace
be upon the Messengers, and praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds.

GOH.211-214x, GOH.222-223x, MNP.209x, LOIR06.052x, BLO_ PT#079.1.3x,
BLO_PT#079.1.6x
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Tafsir al-Ha II (Tafsir sirr al-ha) (Commentary on the Mystery of Ha’)

Date: unknown (late Shiraz)

In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

All praise be to God Who hath sanctified His own Essence
above the comprehension of the most exalted abstracted real-
ities of the Divine Realm and all that resembleth them. All
praise be to God Who hath transcended in the sublimity of
His Being above the description of the most lofty pinnacles
of existence and all that compareth with them. All praise be
to God Who hath distinguished Himself in the uniqueness of
His Identity above all mention of contingent being and what-
soever existeth through creation in the depths of the Realm of
Might and all that equalleth them. All praise be to God Who
hath magnified Himself in the grandeur of His Self above the
judgment of outward vision concerning contingent beings and
whatsoever resembleth His judgment therein without mention
of aught that accompanieth it.

Glorified and exalted be He! He hath created the Will from
naught through the existence of contingent things, then Pur-
pose for the determination of essential realities, then Destiny
for the geometry of material things, then Decree for the judg-
ment of origination in beings, then Term for the limits of quid-
dities, then Permission for the manifestation of universals and
particulars in the world of names and attributes, then the Book
to encompass all that His knowledge hath encompassed in the
realm of possibility.

Exalted be the Most Merciful Who created the Point and made
it the ornament of the tablets of creation and invention, which
determined what was detailed, decreed what was appointed,
permitted what was established, and made manifest what was
illumined. Then through it was made to speak what was made
to speak, and was made joyous; was elevated what was elevated,
and was made sublime; was made distinct what was made dis-
tinct, and was made beneficial; was joined what was joined, and
was separated; was made successive what was made successive,
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and was made non-existent; was magnified what was magnified,
and was made mighty; was made resplendent what was made
resplendent, and was made to sob; was struck down what was
struck down, and was made pure; was made to cry what was
made to cry, and was confounded what was confounded.

And it declared that the signs in the essential realities of the
Divine Realm are cut off in their being from inference, and that
the evidences in the material things of the Realm of Might are
prevented in their essence from independence, and that things
crying out are in themselves witness to their severance from
the knowledge of identities, and that the radiant things are
in themselves witness to their prevention from mention of the
explanation of selfhoods.

; Exalted be God their Originator, Who cannot be described

by where, nor qualified by how, nor indicated by other, nor
worshipped in His Essence, for His Being in the very Eternity
hath severed the separate things from conjunction, and His
Self in the very Eternality hath prevented the disparate things
from separation, and the Identity of Oneness in the very Self-
Subsistence hath distinguished essential realities from deriva-
tion, and the Selfhood of the Identity in the very Lordship
hath directed material things from utterance.

Glorified be God, the Originator of creation, above mention
of what He hath split between the atmospheres, and what is
mentioned by praise and radiance, then decree and execution,
then origination and cloud, by all the people of creation, for
verily He, as He is He, none knoweth Him save He, and none
is able to praise Muhammad or the Family of God before Him
according to what He hath determined and encompassed con-
cerning their station. Verily, He is the Most Great, the Most
Exalted.

Thereafter, when what God my Lord willed was detailed in the
interpretation of the letter Ha’ in the first copy, I desired to
interpret concerning its mystery through some of what I inter-
preted concerning its outward meaning, that it might be light
upon light for whoso hath settled upon the carpet of manifes-
tation and desired to drink the water of purity from the decree
of the right hand of the Tree of Sinai. Verily we are God’s, and
verily unto our Lord do we return.

I have mentioned in the signs of before that the Cause in truth,
were it not complete in its outward manifestation, would not
be complete in its concealment, from the All-Wise from Whose
knowledge nothing escapeth and Who is never powerless to
create one thing from another, though He is indeed the All-
Powerful.
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Strange it is that people of understanding should imagine that
that which can proceed from none save by God’s command
could be attained through extreme asceticism, the attractions
of possibility, power of memory, or study of revealed books.
This is naught but the conjecture of the discerning and the
speculation of the perspicacious regarding the signs of knowl-
edge. Otherwise, concerning the judgment of verses, invoca-
tions and sermons, such thoughts would never occur to them.

This assumption is a grievous sin, for reason itself rebels
against its own kind in maintaining that if the station of
verses could proceed from anyone without God’s leave and
command, then from the Day of Resurrection until now
someone would surely have produced such words and proven
them to be of human origin. How then could the judgment of
the Qur’an stand as the supreme proof?

This is among the contentions of the people of disputation,
but for one like thee among the people of spiritual states, thou
wouldst see that whoso claims God’s Cause and His judgment,
then His verses and His command — were he not acting with
God’s good pleasure, God would be obligated to raise up an-
other with similar proof, for God is the Ever-Living, the All-
Powerful, the All-Knowing, and He is the Protector of His re-
ligion and His judgment. When this is not the case, there is
no doubt that the Cause is established through God’s knowl-
edge and power, not through the impotence and schemes of
creation.

Concerning this proof, were God to manifest it, I would not
wish to mention to thee in this book aught save what I would
read in thy presence when God lifteth the fear and the veil,
that thou mayest know with thine own eyes that human proof
is naught but from the All-Merciful in the manner of the Bayan.
Previously I mentioned in the explanation of Kawthar, at the
balance of justice, a true sprinkling to manifest what God hath
created in existence unto vision.

By thy Lord, the Lord of the heavens and earth, were I to recite
God’s verses or what was revealed in the Book, there would be
none closer to me than the most excellent judgment of knowl-
edge among the people, yet most people are not grateful. O
man! This Cause is not dubious to anyone, nor can anyone
flee from it, for none came with such proof save Muhammad
the Messenger of God, and every proof in every station is es-
tablished through this proof from God.
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None can utter a word concerning it unless he wisheth to deny
his Lord, for one who speaketh a word which all on earth com-
bined could not produce the like thereof — this is not the cre-
ation of creatures but rather the creation of God. Show me
then what those who are called upon besides Him have cre-
ated.

Mighty is God’s Cause, for the proof of this Cause is like unto
the supreme proof of God’s Messenger, and through this proof
God nullified the deeds of the people of the towns and the
divines who exchange truth for falsehood. If thou wouldst
today look with the eye of truth, thou wouldst see those who
spread corruption in that land without right are in the fire.
Indeed, thou wouldst recite unto them the verse of the Subduer:
“Did ye but know with certainty of knowledge, ye would behold
the Hell-fire, then would ye see it with certainty of sight, then
on that Day shall ye be questioned concerning the delights.”

For those who committed it aforetime performed, in the sight
of God, a deed more base than the deed of Pharaoh and of the
bedouins of pagan ignorance. For when Pharaoh purposed to
deny the proof of his Lord, he brought forth a kind of sorcery;
and the Arabs, in the early days of IslAim, composed odes
about the House. Yet these men deny the Cause of God at
the very time they imagine themselves rightly guided. God
confound them! Evil indeed is that which their hands have
wrought, and grievous is that which they do.

O man! How shall I unveil this Cause, which in its grandeur is
like unto the pillar of Prophethood? It possesseth proof in the
Bayan even as God revealed unto Muhammad in the Qur’an.
Belittle not the Cause of God, doubt not the power of God,
and follow not the forms of learning lest they lead thee astray
from the path of God. For I swear by thy life, I have not read
a single letter of that outward knowledge, nor do I know today
a single rule from the principles of the people of the Bayan.
I possessed no books of learning beforehand from which to
memorize words, nor had I any means to this bestowal from
the All-Merciful save through God’s grace and bounty. Indeed,
were one such as thyself to question me today concerning the
technical matters of learning recorded in books, by thy Lord, I
would know not - nay, not even grammar and syntax. In this
do T glory, and by this will God adduce proof against all on
the Day of Resurrection, for he who is aided by God’s grace
is more worthy to be followed than those who are unable to
comprehend His wisdom and His signs.

It behooveth one such as thyself to arise with the balance of
the Bayan, to be convinced by the proof of the All-Merciful,
and to observe in that Bayan through the light of clear vision
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the mystery of all created things. Though I be in fear today
of Satan and his brethren, yet by thy Lord, the Lord of the
heavens and earth, were all to gather with all their might to
deny Me, I would not see it as even equal to the blackness in
the eye of a dead ant, than which nothing smaller exists in
mention among created things. For the proof is in My hand
like unto this sun at high noon, brilliant and radiant. Yea, were
anyone, even an infidel, to read a verse in its pristine nature,
My back would be broken - though this is impossible, I mention
it only to unveil souls and cleanse hearts, like unto His words,
exalted be His mention: “Call your witnesses besides God if ye
be truthful.”

Indeed, such utterance from one like Me is not befitting, for
its time hath not yet come. But since I see thee among those
who desire the pure religion, I have sprinkled from that surging
ocean a sprinkling of that which was about to overflow from Me.
Though My fear for that land is evident to thee, yet since My
hope in God exceeds My fear of them, I have mentioned what
thou knowest. Conceal that which God hath commanded to
be concealed until they witness what they were promised. Say:
Their appointed time is the morning - is not the morning near?
Sufficient unto them is the mention of deeds in this world and
religion.

Know that it is obvious to you that in the science of allu-
sions and realities, the heroes of Ahmadiyya and the mystics
of Kazmiyya have risen up against me more than other divines,
since some of them have ascended the ladder of allusions to
such a degree that they can split hairs, yet they have recog-
nized the Cause of God. I do not think that you know any
of their leaders except the one who came before to that land,
and he is today truly a vast ocean of knowledge, as both the
Shaykh and the Siyyid - may God sanctify their dust - have
explicitly acknowledged his excellence and diligence.

Although one such as I should not cite his writing as evidence,
I have sent his letter to you so that you may know that he
became certain merely upon seeing the verses. Most of the
divines who possessed a human spirit have acknowledged this
wondrous Cause, this brilliant honor from this religion. Those
who deny this Cause are dead - their deeds have no validity, for
one who believes not in God’s Cause has no standing, nor does
one who fears not knowledge. It is as though they perceive not
what their hands have wrought.
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O God! The compiler of the Seas has mentioned, regarding
the miracle of the Family of God, the Sahifih-i-Sajjadiyyih,
saying that all agree it resembles the heavenly scriptures and
the psalms of the Family of Muhammad in composition, and
this treatise suffices as praise for whoever wishes to believe
in them. How then can the authority of the Wilayat be es-
tablished through a decisive treatise, yet my servitude to the
Family of God not be established through numerous treatises
that have filled the East and West of the earth?

Nay, were God to will it and lift the veil, I would show you
my power in composition, such that my pen could produce a
treatise in mere hours. What proof could be greater than this
power, what blessing greater than this gift? Such is the majesty
of its allusions that none can distinguish between them and the
supplications of the Family of God, and such is the grandeur
of its stations that none can comprehend their outer meanings.

The proof against me would only be valid if I had abrogated
a law of the Shariah. Otherwise, since I believe in the decree
of the Qur’an and the allusions of the people of the Bayan
and that resplendent proof in the Bayan, how could anyone be
content to deny me based on evil suspicions and the calumnies
of the deluded ones?

; Lord! I complain to Thee and cry out before Thee, and Thou

knowest my sorrow in this worldly life. Pour upon me patience
and grant me victory over the wrongdoing people.

O man! How can I not complain of the children of the human
race, whose lot God has made only impotence and submission,
for they have fabricated against me what they fabricated not
against the ancients, claiming that I have claimed the station of
the Wilayat and its conditions. I seek refuge in God from their
deeds and am innocent of what they have fabricated against
me in their souls.

It is not for me to claim that I am a servant of the Remnant of
God, for my existence before the dawning-place of His Essence
is non-existence, and if it were mentioned it would be like the
mention of an ant presuming to know its Lord’s unity and
recognize its Imam - it sees only the limits of itself and reads
only the letters of its own book. So glory be to God from
the deeds of people, and I seek refuge in God from what the
slinking whisperer whispers in people’s breasts.

The divines of both the masses and the elite have all main-
tained that Ali’s words in his sermons are a miracle of elo-
quence, and none can utter their like in exposition due to their
sublime eloquence. And none can speak like it in exposition
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due to the height of its eloquence, the grandeur of its rhetoric,
and the majesty of its allusions therein and its indications in its
depths, where the people of meaning and exposition mention
regarding his sermon that which the people of vision cannot
comprehend except after explanation.

Indeed, the reality of the science of exposition is the noblest
of stations and the most sublime of degrees, for God does not
present any proof to His creation except through His Word, as
He, exalted be His mention, said: “Say: Bring forth a discourse
like it, if ye be truthful.” And this is evidence of the greatness
of its rank and the majesty of its reality, that God chose from
among all that He created and fashioned to manifest the beauty
that lies in His Word through the mention of exposition.

And though the creation of the heavens and earth and all be-
tween them is greater, He presents no proof except in exposi-
tion. This is evidence of the mystery of contingent existence,
that God has placed the secret of the subtlety of all He created
in the heavens and earths and what lies between them in ex-
position. Therefore God presents no proof through anything
else, and it is greater than the creation of the heavens and
earth and weightier than them to one who looks with vision to
the reality of contingent existence and knows the power of the
All-Merciful in the creation of exposition.

Glory be to God! Some people realize that in early Islam, if a
stone had spoken, a soul would have believed in God. And now
one who was born among the Persians and raised among the
nations speaks like those sermons, and from his pen flow seas
in mention of every station and grandeur, yet none perceives
it except one from whom God took a covenant on the first
day and the four witnessings. This has been God’s way from
before, as when God sent down the Qur’an among the eloquent
Arabs of the Hijaz, they all mocked it saying “These are but
tales of the ancients,” and some said “These are but stories
of the ancients,” until ten years passed and none believed in
it except Ali. And this is indeed a vast knowledge that none
encompasses save whom God wills.

But today is not like early Islam - all have read the Qur’an
and know the station of exposition and have found proof in
exposition through the mystery of vision. And whoever reads
Our verses and knows Our allusions will know the wisdom of
exposition. But the copies that were among the people con-
tained fabrications and lies from those who disbelieve in God’s
verses, and these are the lost. If you wish to observe the sta-
tion of exposition, seek the sermons from the men and reflect
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on their allusions - how could one born among the non-Arabs
speak with such station?

And all this exposition and what was mentioned in the books
is the station of flight, for people cannot bear to carry the
pinnacle of mysteries and arrive at the court of holiness and
majesty. Otherwise God’s Cause has no veil, God’s religion
has no cover, God’s light has no shadow, and God’s love has
no displeasure in it - glory be to Him and exalted is He above
what they describe.

The cause of most people’s confusion is their lack of recognition
of the stations when they witness the signs of the Divine in the
realm of humanity and do not distinguish between the affairs of
might from the indications of the kingdom. And in the school
of the family of God, peace be upon them, there is a universal
principle through knowledge of which doubts are lifted from the
people of glory and opposing things are brought together under
harmonious judgement. This principle is that one should see
all things as they truly are, just as Muhammad, the Messenger
of God, taught all people when he said “O Lord! Show me the
realities of all things as they are”

The knowledge of this station is not fully manifest except
through understanding destiny and the judgement of the Or-
dainer, for man cannot perceive the reality of things merely
through their form, since he cannot know the whole, as all
things share the human form and divine temple in this world.
How then can man distinguish between the Word of God, the
words of Muhammad the Messenger of God, the words of the
Family of God, the words of their followers whom God has
placed in their station, and the words of people according to
their ranks and stations - all in a single word? For the form of
the phrase “There is no god but God” spoken by those in the
chain of eight is outwardly the same, though in truth the rank
of the first is as lord in relation to the second in all its stations.

Through this principle one can distinguish between the forms
of the exalted ones in clear explanation and recognize the falsity
of base forms in expression. Through knowledge of this station,
one understands the degrees of unity in words, verses, signs
and stations. Whoever claims that the word of unity spoken
by Fatima, peace be upon her, is the same as that spoken by
the prophets has associated partners with his Lord.

Indeed, you could expound further on this matter, but since
most people are veiled from knowledge of this station and asso-
ciate partners with God and His signs due to their ignorance of
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this exalted rank, I will indicate a drop from this vast ocean of
knowledge, so that all may be illumined by the glorious lights
of the divine sanctuary and all may resound with the reverber-
ating lights of the heaven of divine unity in the throne of the
paradise of beauty.

O observer of the throne of glory and praise! Know with cer-
tainty that the aspects of the primal chain are essentially dis-
tinct from all else in their station and their realities are un-
reachable by others in their domain. Every letter uttered by
the Primal Tree has sovereignty over all else, such that a single
letter of the Qur’an cannot be equaled by anything in the king-
dom of names and attributes. Consider the word “Command”
in the Qur’an - though others may attempt to reveal similar
words, none can match it, for its form exists in the rank of its
spirit, and just as its spirit is the cause of all things, so too is
its form the cause of all causes.

For the letter through which God said “Be!” unifies through its
spirit all that exists and will exist infinitely, and its form is the
cause of everything named. Even if all were to say “Be!”, their
spirit would not resemble its spirit, nor their form its form.

Similarly, you can understand this principle in the chain of
meanings, then the gates, then the Imams, then the pillars,
then the angels, then the chiefs, then the nobles. Just as the
spirit of the letters Kaf and Nun in the station of the chiefs
has sovereignty and dominion over the spirit of Kaf and Nun
in the station of the nobles, so too is this true of their forms,
though all say “Be!”

But the word “Be” which the Messenger of God (peace be
upon Him) spoke is like His utterance between all the Kaf
and the Nun, unique among its kind, and in the Book it has
transcendent glory and impregnable majesty. Likewise are all
the deeds from the second chain, for the works of the second
chain, both universal and particular, are but accidents and
similitudes in relation to the first chain.

Through knowledge of this rank one recognizes the truth of
the words of the Family of God and their followers who speak
by their leave. And through knowledge of this station one
witnesses that if all were to gather to speak like unto a single
letter of the words spoken by Salman, they would be powerless,
for weakness is like unto spirits — just as his body preceded all
subjects in the rank of bodies, likewise were his words the lord
of words among the letters and scriptures of others. Never did
God send down upon anyone in the chain of subjects the like
of a letter spoken by Salman.
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The decree in every station is that the second station sees the
Manifested One in its mirror through the first mirror. Like-
wise in the decree of the letters, the phrase “There is no God
but God” when spoken by one of the nobles reflects God in
the seventh mirror, and when spoken by one of the pillars re-
flects God in the fifth mirror. The observer of the extremity
of the heart sees their difference and judges between them and
bears witness to them. God will gather them on the Day of
Resurrection just as they were gathered on that day.

If you would sharpen your vision and purify your sight, you
would see the letters spoken by the Messenger of God in the
first Paradise and the letters spoken by one of the nobles in the
seventh Paradise, and between them was a distance as God
had ordained, which none can comprehend save whom God
willeth. The distance between the Orient of Beginning and the
Occident of Ending is as nothing in His sight, for beginnings
in manifestations have no beginning and endings in extensions
have no end.

But those veiled from meeting the Manifested One in this
worldly life see the form of “There is no God but God” as
equal in all stations, and this is pure infidelity in the sight of
the pure Family of God, for this Word in letters when spoken
by the Manifestation of the Bayan is in the letters of the Word
of the Bayan, then in the rank of meanings it is the Word of
meanings, then in the rank of the Gates it is the Word of the
Gates, then in the rank of the Imamate it is the Word of the
Imamate, then in the rank of the Pillars it is the Word of the
Pillars, then in the rank of the Chiefs it is the Word of the
Chiefs, then in the rank of the Nobles it is the Word of the
Nobles.

The decree of knowledge which ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (peace be
upon them both) commanded Jabir in the tradition which was
read to you in that Book — his rank cannot be fully known ex-
cept through its conditions, signs, manifestations, stations, to-
kens, indications, words, and what encompasses beyond these
of that which none can comprehend save Him. Through knowl-
edge of this station the learned excel one another, as ‘Ali
(peace be upon him) clearly stated in his words: “Names are
either manifest or hidden, or neither manifest nor hidden. The
learned ones only surpass one another in their knowledge of
that which is neither manifest nor hidden” — which is the mys-
tery of divine decree to which I alluded before.
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According to this firm decree, if anyone were to say “I have
uttered that word in the same way as he uttered it,” God would
not place him above his station, and he would be considered
an unbeliever at once, for though the words “There is no God
but God” which the Shi’ih utter may appear the same in form
as the words uttered by one of the family of God, peace be
upon them, yet the decree applies similarly to deeds. Thus the
Prophets were unable to perform any deed like unto the deed
of the body of Fatimih.

Likewise, all knowledge and conditions of the lower hierarchy
are not mentioned in relation to the higher hierarchy. There-
fore, from the lower hierarchy emerge, in the form of the word
of the exalted one, all ranks and conditions. And at the time of
reversal was the station of the manifestation of the Essence in
the countenance of the attributes, where in the interpretation
of the letter “Ha” all its letters would be most great and its
meanings most glorious and subtle.

This indeed is the nobility of which al-Sadiq spoke, saying:
“Whoso attaineth unto the stations of the attributes hath at-
tained unto the resting-place of true knowledge. And whoso
recognizeth the sign in the proof needeth not the sign in the
account. And whoso knoweth separation from union will know
that to which I have alluded in these proofs” And he who
gazeth upon the Lord of attributes will be freed from mention
of the glories, the proofs, the accounts, the stations, the tokens
and the signs, by the decree of his Lord — verily there is no God
but He, the Possessor of great bounty.

Among the stations for explaining this mystery are those which
have never occurred to the hearts of some people, nor are they
befitting to their station. But since I see thee among those
endowed with knowledge and exposition, I shall allude to a
drop from this deep, abundant, surging, wave-tossed ocean,
that it may be a gateway to the knowledge of that station.

It is that thou shouldst see no multiplicities having existence
before the sign of the Essence, and shouldst regard them as on
the day when none of them was worthy of mention. And in that
condition, when thou art established in the truth, thou wilt
see the mystery in the countenance of the One revealed — the
manifest itself being the mystery in the presence of revelation.

And thou shouldst not rejoice in knowledge of anything, nor
in thy power over anything, nor in thy possession of what God
hath placed in thy grasp, nor in spirit, nor in fragrance, nor
in mention, nor in exposition, nor in the blessings of Paradise,
nor in knowledge thereof. And when thou rememberest any of
these things, thou shouldst not pause in its mention nor in its
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mystery save to behold the countenance of thy Revealer, and
thou shouldst see Him manifest and existent where nothing
was with Him, nor is anything mentioned in His rank.

And to this did ‘Ali, peace be upon him, allude in his prayer
on the day of Sha’ban: “My God! Grant me complete sever-
ance unto Thee and illuminate the vision of our hearts with
the light of their gazing upon Thee, until the vision of the
hearts penetrates the veils of light, attaining unto the Source
of Grandeur, and our spirits become suspended in the glory
of Thy sanctity. Make me one of those whom Thou didst call
and who responded to Thee, whom Thou didst behold and who
swooned before Thy majesty, and who conversed with Thee se-
cretly while working for Thee openly.”

5 And if thou hast reached before, or wilt reach hereafter, unto

the station of grandeur and the mystery of identity and the
identity of oneness and the manifestation of eternality and the
beauty of divinity, thou shalt recite all remembrances in the
manner He, exalted be His mention, hath interpreted in His
prayer following the Witr prayer: “Thou art God, the Support
of the heavens and earth, and Thou art God, the Beauty of the
heavens and earth,” unto what he, peace be upon him, hath
said.

; Blessed then is he who drinketh the water of living wine in

this earthly life and maketh himself even as God created him
without imposing hardship upon himself.

 God hath prescribed for him who ascendeth to the station of

His knowledge and love ordinances that none can comprehend
save His knowledge. Among these, it is prescribed for him
who journeyeth from the Truth to creation in the Most Great
Hope that he should not fear for himself, even should he bear
every sin encompassed by God’s knowledge, for God is the
Self-Sufficient, possessed of expansive mercy, forgiving whom
He willeth as He willeth. None can reverse His judgment or
repeal His command.

And among these, it is prescribed for him who journeyeth from
creation to the Truth that he should not feel secure in himself,
even should he know every good, for God is possessed of per-
petual justice, and were He to desire for something the decree
of justice, the heavens and earth could not withstand it. His is
the power to change in the kingdom of command and creation.
Sufficient unto thee in this path is what Abu Abdullah hath
indicated in his address, exalted be his mention: “O Isaac!
Fear God as though thou seest Him, and if thou seest Him not,
verily He seeth thee. If thou believest He seeth thee not, thou
hast disbelieved, and if thou knowest He seeth thee, yet still
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committest disobedience before Him, thou hast made Him the
least of those who observe.”

I bear witness in this path, O noble one, that if thou fearest thy
Lord, all people will fear thee, as indicated in His address, ex-
alted be His mention: “Whoso feareth God, everything feareth
him, and whoso feareth not God, God maketh him to fear ev-
erything” Then He said, exalted be His mention: “Whoso
knoweth God feareth God, and whoso feareth God detacheth
himself from the world.”

Verily the servant attaineth not perfection in the station of
servitude until he feareth not the people and seeth all things,
compared to God’s decree, as like unto the black of the eye
of a dead ant, and praise to him is God’s good pleasure and
blame His displeasure, as indicated by al-Sadiq in his saying
that love of eminence dwelleth not in the heart of one who is
fearful and in awe.

Verily the wayfarer unto God on the white path and the crim-
son pillar in that journey reacheth not the station of his home-
land save through empty hands from what is in people’s pos-
session and what is attributed to them. The most knowing
of people regarding God and His signs are those most content
with His decree. It behooveth the wayfarer in that station to
fix in his heart the decree of that tradition wherein He, exalted
be His mention, saith: “I marvel at the Muslim who, whatever
God - exalted and glorified be He - decreeth for him is good
for him: if he be cut with scissors it is good for him, and if he
possess the east and west of the earth it is good for him.”

And he witnesseth his contentment with death in all his condi-
tions, for the servant’s heart is not content nor doth he detest
the world save in the state of death, and it behooveth the sin-
cere believer to remember death twenty-five times each day
and night, for He, exalted be His remembrance, hath said that
whosoever doeth this, God will record for him the reward of
one who is martyred in His path. If the servant were to refine
his vision, he would see no glory save in the love of God, for the
cause of people’s love for pearls and gold is that their love orig-
inates in the love of God, and therefore all people love them.
Likewise, the opposite holds true for its opposite. Ask God to
take the hands of His servants upon that path, for it is rugged,
bare, and harsh, from which none can escape save those whom
God willeth. Verily those who enter the fire enter it only by
this path. Therefore have I ventured to make these allusions,
hoping for forgiveness from him whose heart is saddened by
reading these intimations.
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Among these is the obligation upon one who journeys from
Truth to Ultimate Truth not to retain within himself any lim-
ited ego, for if his possible ego is mentioned with him, he is
not of the people of that path. This station is reserved for the
family of God and for whomsoever God willeth among those
who recline upon couches in the gardens of the Divine Realm,
who drink pure water from the cup of grandeur in the gardens
of might, and who delight in tender meat in the gardens of
sovereignty and dominion. These allusions are not hidden from
thee, for they have no remembrance save the remembrance of
God. Though at their station mention be made of attributes,
names and blessings, these are but the sweepings of vain imag-
inings. They are pure signs, absolute manifestations, definitive
appearances, and conditions of the essences and qualities of
God, Creator of names and attributes. Thus did Ali, peace be
upon him, allude to their station in himself, saying: “Verily, I
am the Essence of essences, I am the Essence within essences
for the Essence.” And the poet said in his praise: “O Sub-
stance through whom existence standeth firm, all people after
thee are but accidents.” And Abdul-Hamid ibn Abil-Hadid ad-
dressed him thus: “Thy attributes are names, and Thy essence
here is a substance ‘free of meanings from the attributes of
substances,” beyond accidents, quality and time, ‘greater than
comparison with the elements.”’

All of these are but names and attributes in exposition of their
exalted remembrance and majesty. The servant entereth not
the depths of Oneness unless he journeyeth from it unto it and
maketh its remembrance and its bliss itself and naught else.
This is the Paradise that hath no shadow, and none entereth
it save its people. Therefore have the hells become seven and
the paradises eight, though it entereth not into numbers even if
mentioned among them. O man! The secret whereby thy heart
findeth rest is thy arrival at those depths. Deprive not thyself
of thy portion in this worldly life, though it is vain and hath
no standing with the people of truth. Turn wholly unto God,
forget all else in thy love for Him, and journey from Him unto
Him upon that Most Great Path and Most Enduring Way. For
if thou performest a deed in those depths, the seven paradises
and all that God hath created therein equal it not. Belittle not
the right of that path, for thou hast not valued it as it should
be valued except when thou enterest it by God’s leave. And
when thou enterest it, thou canst not depart from it.

5 Belittle not the right of that Path, for thou hast not esteemed

it as it should be esteemed until thou enterest therein by God’s
leave. When thou hast entered it, thou canst not depart from
it, nor speak therein except by thy Lord’s command, nor dwell
except through Him, nor utter except through His power, nor
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take delight save in His countenance which is manifested unto
thee through thee, nor point to aught besides Him, nor canst
thou desire anything, for desire belongeth to the realm of ac-
tion, while that station is the station of thine essence, from
which are severed all names, deeds, manifestations and at-
tributes. When thou attainest unto it, thy innermost reality
shall speak forth all that Ali - peace be upon him - spoke forth
openly, including what he said in the Tutunjiyyih Sermon: “I
saw God and Paradise with mine own eyes.” Verily the Truth
intended not the Essence of the Lord, due to its inaccessibility
and state of severance, but rather meant His Identity which
was manifested unto him through him in his station, concern-
ing which he spoke in his words about the supreme realm: “He
was manifested unto it through it, and it became illumined; He
appeared unto it, and it shone forth; He cast His likeness into
its identity, and His deeds were made manifest through it.”

The decree of that Path is not due to the absence of proof.
He is God, sufficient unto me in that Path. He is the Lord -
how excellent a Majestic One! He is the Lord - how excellent
a Beauteous One! He is the Lord - how excellent a Friend! He
is the Lord - how excellent a Guardian!

7 Among its requirements is that one who journeyeth from cre-

ation with the eye of Truth, or vice versa, must see no light
except His light, and no creation except His creation. All the
affairs of that station revolve around that Word. The wayfarer
on that Path beholdeth along his way the wonders of domin-
ion and the vicissitudes of time in every world according to
what God hath ordained therein. Were I to lift the veil, thou
wouldst say concerning me that which the decree determineth
in its inception: “This is naught but a wondrous thing!”

The wayfarer in these journeys must needs know the letter of
each world among the inscribed letters, lest any decree veil him
from all things. He must perceive the correspondence of the
worlds to this world.

I have known from human wisdom that in the station of abjad,
alif is the letter of the Universal Spirit, ba is the letter of
the Universal Soul - therefore did he who is referred to in the
Qur’an as “ourselves” say “I am the point beneath the ba” - jim
is the letter of Universal Nature, dal is the letter of Universal
Matter, ha is the letter of Universal Form, waw is the letter
of Universal Body, zay is the letter determining the directions
of the crystalline sphere, ha is the letter of the sphere of the
Throne, ta is the letter of the sphere of the zodiac, ya is the
letter of the sphere of the mansions, kaf is the letter of the
sphere of Saturn, lam is the letter of the sphere of Jupiter,
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mim is the letter of the sphere of Mars - therefore did the poet
say in the oration: “Until the ha of its descent from the mim
of its center connected with the essence of the neck vein; the
tha of heaviness clung to it, and it became the most humble
between the landmarks and heights” - nun is the letter of the
sphere of the Sun, sin is the letter of the sphere of Venus, ‘ayn
is the letter of the sphere of Mercury, fa is the letter of the
sphere of the Moon, then sad for fire, and for air, water and
earth.

These are the stages of the journey of one who travels from
Truth to creation, and in the ascent, its first station is the
letter Ta, which is the letter of mineral, then the letter of plant
which is Tha, then the letter of animal which is Kha, then the
letter of jinn which is Dhal, then the letter of angel which is
Dad, then the letter of human which is Za. And to this end
are the ranks of letters in the decree of ascent and descent.

And all that I indicated in the interpretation of Ha, the first
letter of your mighty Book, for unveiling the mystery - I have
no knowledge that unveils the veil from the face of the mys-
tery, rather the veils increase through mention of indications,
decrees of signs, allusion of verses and intimations. And here
I am with my transgressions before God, and unveiling the
veil from the face of the mystery, I commune with God my
Lord with these words of my tongue, that God may answer
my prayer regarding you and bring you to the station of your
address in your Book, and that your soul may pardon me for
what you have discovered of my offenses, and that you may
seek forgiveness from your Lord for me and for those who fol-
low me, for I am indeed the Ever-Relenting, the Forbearing.

And let this be the musk-scented conclusion of these words, for
herein let the competitors compete. O Friend! Know thou the
truth of these days, for the sun has never risen upon their like,
and for each is a portion in the Book of thy Lord, and God
will recompense all according to what their hands have earned,
and nothing escapes His knowledge in the heavens or on earth,
and He is independent of what people do.

And it is the right of everyone who knows the Truth to proclaim
it and nullify the work of those who wish to extinguish the light
of God with their mouths, but God refuses except to perfect
His light, though the polytheists may detest it.

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate. Praise be to God Who bestows favor in the Book upon
those who believe in God and His verses, that He may admit
them to Gardens of perpetual residence as secure dwellers.
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O my God! I bear witness before Thee to that which Thou
dost witness for Thyself when nothing existed besides Thee,
that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no
partner. Thy Essential Reality has never been known save
through Thine eternal Essence, and Thy Being cannot be de-
scribed save through Thine Own Oneness, for Thou hast never
been known through other than Thyself, nor associated with
Thy creation, nor described by other than Thee, nor can any
description or attribute of anything encompass Thee.

For the Essential Reality of Thy Power severs all essences from
knowing Thee, and the Being of Thy Will prevents all material
things from describing Thee, and the Reality of Thy Creation
separates all beings from explaining Thee, and the Identity of
Thy Innovation limits all geometries from mentioning direct
vision.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! If I say “Thou,” then likeness
has imitated likeness, yet Thou canst not be described thus.
And if I say “He is Thou,” then majesty has indicated majesty,
yet Thou canst not be characterized thus.

For Thou didst create Will before all things from no thing,
by itself, without connection to Thy Essence, nor association
with Thy Being, nor reflection from Thy Reality, nor knowl-
edge from Thine Identity, but rather through Thy Power which
Thou manifested to it thereby, causing it to shine forth without
how or where or indication.

Then Thou didst establish creation in its course that the radi-
ant ones might shimmer with the knowledge of separation in
the midst of union, and that the hesitant ones might stammer
with the knowledge of prevention in the being of separation.

Glory be to Thee! When I discovered creation in Thy Coun-
tenance and invention in Thy Presence, the contingent beings
became confused in their recognition of Thy power through
Thine own Self, and therefore they described Thee - had they
truly known Thee they would not have described Thee. There-
fore, O my God, they do not sanctify Thee. Glory be to Thee,
Glory be to Thee, O my God!

Thou art He Who cannot be unified through Thine essence, nor
sanctified through Thy Countenance, nor described through
Thine Identity, nor characterized through Thine eternity, nor
indicated through Thy Being, nor worshipped through Thy
Self, for Thou hast ever been without the mention of anything,
and Thou wilt ever be as Thou wert in the eternity of eternities.

2 Nothing existed at Thy level, and when Thou didst create cre-

ation for Thy knowledge, Thou didst describe Thyself to them
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according to their capacity, that all might receive their portion
and creation might attain to the ultimate purpose of the out-
pouring of Thy creation and the existence of Thine invention.
And Thou didst characterize Thy chosen ones with what Thou
hadst ordained for their station.

And now that Thou hast created me and provided for me, I
acknowledge before Thee that Muhammad was Thy servant
whom Thou didst choose from the midst of eternity above all
peoples, distinguished among the sons of men above all human-
ity, and made him the station of Thyself in the execution and
origination of every decree and destiny, for Thou canst not be
perceived by sight though Thou wert at the Greatest Vista.
And I bear witness regarding the fruit of his heart and his suc-
cessors to what Thou hast specially bestowed upon them of
Thy bounties, of which none knoweth save Thee. And I be-
seech Thee, O Creator of names and attributes, to send bless-
ings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad through
the essences of the divine realm in creation, and the realities
of the realm of might in glory, and the identity of the heavenly
kingdom in praise, and the being of the earthly kingdom in sub-
limity, and the geometry of the subtle ones in decree, and the
luminosity of the radiant ones in origination, and the reflection
of the illumined ones in the manifestations of the fragments of
the tablets of ruby in execution, the wonder of the sanctified
ones in the conditions of the human realm from the people of
the cloud. Verily Thou art God, the Great, the Exalted.

O my God! How can I call upon Thee when my very existence
is a sin, and it hath acquired without right what Thou didst
not permit of errors and sins which have come between it and
Thee, and clothed it in the garment of abasement before Thy
face, and rent asunder what Thou didst place between it and
obedience to Thee of the veils of Thy mercy and the pavilions
of Thy oneness? The sins have encompassed it from every
direction such that it cannot emerge from them save to enter
into them again. And Thou, O my God, knowest its station
and art able to remove its affliction, and unto Thee alone is
the complaint, there is no God but Thee.

And how can I call upon Thee when Thy mercy hath encom-
passed all things and Thy providence hath surrounded me from
every direction, and verily Thy deed indicateth Thy grace to-
ward me? It is as though Thy knowledge hath not encompassed
any evil from me, nor Thy book any offense from myself. Glory
be to Thee! How excellent is Thy deed and how great is Thy
handiwork regarding me! Thou didst create me when I was
nothing, and nurture me through Thy Will without seeing any
good from me. Glory be to Thee! Exalted and sanctified is
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Thine Essence from my praising Thee according to what Thou
art in might and unity and majesty and power, for praise from
me would be according to my incapacity and poverty, and it
befitteth not Thy presence nor ascendeth to Thy holy court,
for whatsoever is besides Thee is not mentioned before Thee.

Naught can ascend unto the realm of Thy sanctity, for whatso-
ever existeth besides Thee is never mentioned in Thy presence,
and if mentioned, hath no standing to describe Thee, as all
things were brought into being from nothingness by Thy cre-
ation.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I see no portion save in obe-
dience to Thee, and no honor save in Thy love, that I might
venture before Thee to praise Thine own Self, perchance my
heart might be cooled like snow before the vast ocean of Thy
Self-Subsistence, and my soul find tranquility like a mountain
before the sea of Thy Divine Unity, lest I be as the cattle
among Thy servants.

88 Glorified, glorified art Thou! I testify that there is no God

but Thee, alone with no partner. Thou hast ever been, when
nothing else existed, and wilt ever remain as Thou hast been.
Nothing existeth at Thy level, for Thy Essence hath no descrip-
tion - it is in itself beyond all expression of substance, and Thy
Being hath no attribute - it is in its reality beyond all material
comprehension.

None save Thee shall ever know Thee, and none but Thyself
shall ever unify Thee, for knowledge implieth conjunction and
unity implieth separation, which is impossible in the realm of
certitude, as Thou hast ever been with no description possible,
and wilt ever remain as Thou art with no attribute in existence.

If T say “Thou art Thou,” I have merely compared like with
like, and if I say “He is He,” Identity itself would draw near to
creation and Providence to invention, which in itself separateth
creation from Thy Being and preventeth all from the path of
Thy knowledge.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! If I say Thou art All-Knowing,
I mean but to declare Thy sanctity from the existence of any
known thing in relation to Thy knowledge, and if I say Thou
art All-Powerful, I seek but to proclaim Thy holiness from
mention of anything ruled alongside Thee. Thou art as Thou
art - no description, no attribute, no quality belongeth to Thy
Court, no measure, no name to Thy Being, no mark, for Thy
Essence is known through Thy Being and Thy Being described
through Thine Essence.
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2 This is the station of Thy Self and none other, and Thy creation

hath no portion in knowing Thy Self save through the negation
of all else, for Thine Essence hath no path in the realm of ex-
pression, nor Thy Being any attribute in existence. I beseech
Thee, O God, by Thy might, to bring me to the most radi-
ant light of Thy creation and sever me from all else through
the manifestation of Thy attractive power, that I might at-
tain through Thy Will the station of Thy holiness and enter
the depths of the sea of Oneness through the splendor of Thy
countenance.

Glorified art Thou, O Beloved! Thou art He Who hath made
Thyself known to all things through the manifestation of Thy
creation and hath transcended all things through the appear-
ance of Thy invention. None can point to Thy Being, for noth-
ing hath existence at Thy level nor mention with Thee in Thy
grandeur.

Glorified and exalted art Thou! When Thou didst manifest
Thyself to all contingent things through the appearance of
Thy creation, essences took on their essential nature by Thy
command, and thus they described Thee in ways incapable of
knowing Thine Essence. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Had
they known Thee, they would not have described Thee, and
thus, O my God, they have not unified Thee.

5 I beseech Thee therefore, O God, O my God, by the might of

Thy Being, the sanctity of Thine Essence, and the uniqueness
of Thy Celestial Dominion, to bring me to the highest station
Thou hast ordained in creation and of what Thy knowledge
hath encompassed in the realm of invention. Lo, I seek refuge
with Thee, turn repentant unto Thee through Thy grace, and
beseech Thee through Thine Own Self, for I have no refuge
save in Thee.

Teach me, then, what lieth concealed within Thy knowledge,
and aid me through that which is treasured in Thy mystery,
for I am poor and in need of Thy mercy, while Thou art self-
sufficient, having no need of my chastisement. Nothing in the
heavens or on earth can overwhelm Thee, for Thou art the
Self-Sufficient, the All-Praised.

O my God! I bear witness before Thee and before those who
stand in Thy presence that even if Thou shouldst cause the
manifestation of Thy power in contingent being to become as
molten iron, and shouldst enlarge my body through Thy might
until it filled all space like unto an iron ingot, and shouldst
maintain me in that fire through the eternity of Thy might,
the holiness of Thy Self-Subsistence, the glory of Thy Most
Merciful nature, and the majesty of Thy grandeur - sustaining
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me at every moment with a new spirit - yet would I acknowl-
edge, by Thy might, that Thou art praiseworthy in Thy deeds,
obeyed in Thy decree, and just in Thy judgment. I would have
no argument to ask “Why, O my God?” or “How, O my Lord?”
For I truly deserve this as recompense for having mentioned
my own self - a consequence of my misdeeds and transgressions
which none save Thee can encompass.

Alas, alas for what Thy knowledge hath decreed and what Thy
Book hath recorded concerning the mention of my transgres-
sions! Were I to mention but one of them, it would suffice to
condemn all who dwell in the kingdoms of heaven and earth,
and none, after learning of it, would dare approach the might
of Thy sovereignty and the power of Thy grandeur.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art
He Who created me, Who blessed me, Who gave me life, Who
causeth me to die, Who sustaineth me, Who inspireth me, Who
honoreth me, Who giveth unto me, Who strengtheneth me, and
Who exalteth me. Not a thing escapeth Thy knowledge, nor
can aught be concealed from Thy countenance.

Alas, alas! How can I say “I,” when this is the greatest sin and
the most ancient transgression, which no sin in Thy knowledge
can equal, nor can any error in Thy Book compare with it in
rank, for it springeth from the tree of self, speaking “I” in Thy
presence. Alas, alas! I am the one who was content before Thy
face to speak of myself saying “I,” who bore to utter before
the presence of Thy court the word “I,” who was neglectful
in my duty toward Thee by mentioning “I,” who disobeyed
Thy presence by mentioning that selfhood which Thou hadst
forbidden any to approach before the glory of Thy Lordship,
and who said “I” and felt no shame before Thy face to cease
saying thereafter in Thy presence that I am I.

Alas, alas! Were I to weep throughout eternity over what my
soul hath borne, my heart would not be relieved, nor my inner
being quieted, nor my outer being find rest. Yet when I wit-
ness how Thou dealest with the sinners among Thy servants, I
am assured that Thou wilt not withhold from me the majesty
of Thy mercy, nor wilt Thou be wroth with me through the
sovereignty of Thy grace and might. For though I disobeyed
Thee, I meant not to disobey, nor did I deny the signs of Thy
mercy. Rather, my passions overcame me when they found
love in Thy bounties, and destiny aided me in this when I de-
sired to manifest Thy self-sufficiency through the free will of
Thy servants.
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2 O my Lord! Destiny hath aided me in this, for Thou didst

desire to manifest Thy bounty through the choice of Thy ser-
vants. Were it otherwise, my desires would not prevail over
the love of Thy Will, for it standeth sovereign over every soul
according to its deserts, and nothing in the heavens or earth
can overpower it. Thou knowest, O my God, both my secret
and manifest thoughts. In all things I have desired naught but
Thy love and good-pleasure, and wished only what Thou wish-
est. If Thy knowledge of me showeth otherwise, then by the
greatness of Thy Being and the sanctity of Thy glory, it was
not to deny Thy Lordship, nor to reject Thy Unity, nor to be
heedless of Thy power, nor to rely on aught save Thy mercy.
Rather, since Thou didst create within my soul the means of
power, and it desired what it was inclined toward, it exceeded
its bounds through what Thou bestowed of Thy generosity.
Though this may be pure disobedience in Thy Book, it arose
only from its love of itself, without knowing Thy love in aught
else, or waiting for the days wherein Thou wouldst send down
what Thou hadst promised it.

Glorified and exalted art Thou, O my God, that I should say
Thou art Thou, or that I could bear separation from the court
of Thy nearness, or remain silent and offer no excuse before the
presence of Thy countenance. As I find no remembrance with
Thee save the remembrance of Muhammad and His family -
Thy blessings be upon them - I beseech Thee, O God, by Thy
remembrance of them in every condition, to bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, the repositories of Thy knowl-
edge, the treasuries of Thy bounty, the seats of Thy Lordship,
and the pillars of Thy unity - the Imams of religion and guides
of the people of certitude. These are the servants whose will
Thou hast made identical with Thy Will in creation, whose de-
sire is one with Thy Desire in origination, whose decree is Thy
Decree in bringing forth, and whose judgment is Thy Decision
in invention. All that is attributed to them is the supreme
attribution through its relation to Thee alone, Who hath no
partner.

I beseech Thee by their right that Thou make us among those
who are certain of their virtue, patient under their decree,
mindful in their remembrance, yearning for their countenance,
awaiting the days of their return, holding fast to their cord,
seeking forgiveness through them, taking refuge in their pres-
ence, established in their love, relying upon them, seeking their
intercession, content with their judgment, and obedient to
their commands. O Thou Who art the Lord of bounty and
beneficence, of proof and exposition!
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Thou knowest that I desire to know naught but Thy love.
Therefore, send down unto me the means that will bring me
to the station of nearness to Thy names and attributes. I de-
clare: God is sufficient for me, then Muhammad the Messenger
of God is sufficient for me, then the Family of God and the
Imams of justice are sufficient for me, then those who believe
in their truth are sufficient for me - and Thou art behind them
all - then the Qur’an is sufficient for me. Upon Thee do I rely,
and upon Thee let the believers rely.

O God! Forgive the one who taught me this prayer, and who
seeth naught else, then myself, then those who love to be men-
tioned before Thee. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Merciful.
Glorified be God, the Lord of the Throne, above what they de-
scribe. Peace be upon the Messengers, and praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds.

In His Name, the Most High, the Most Great! All praise and
glory befit the Eternal One, Whose Holy Presence is sancti-
fied above the description of all else, and all magnificence and
splendor befit the Manifestations of Justice, through Whom
are known in every age the highest essences of abstract reali-
ties with certainty. Glory and splendor are due to the Man-
ifestations of justice Who recognize, in all times, the highest
spiritual essences among abstract realities through absolute de-
tachment from the realm of their own knowledge.

When I beheld the trace of your pen in your letter, I was moved
by the radiance of your countenance reflected in your words.
Indeed, God is too exalted and sublime for me to enumerate
His Book through the obedience of a servant in His path while
the means have not flowed for him as befits the throne of glory
and attributes. I beseech God, my Lord and your Lord, to
remove sorrow from your heart and to unite me with the people
of His obedience in a land of security and holiness. Verily, He
is the Powerful, the Forbearing.

Praise be to God that I have read your letter, which speaks
from your countenance as though the Holy Spirit were breath-
ing its spirit therein. Exalted is the station of my Lord, the
Possessor of Glory and Honor, above being known through the
love of any of His servants while the means have not flowed for
him in what is better for him than aught else. I beseech God
on your behalf for that which He loves and with which He is
well-pleased. Verily, He is the Mighty, the Wise.
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Letter to Mulla Muhammad Ja’far Kirmani
Date: 1262 (mid to late) [1845-1846]

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praise be unto God Who caused the letter Kaf to speak of Him,
through Him, unto Him, before His Book was fulfilled by His
leave. Then He established it in the station of Command as
accepted by His Own Self, that thereby the signs of the divine
realms might be distinguished from the vengeance of the mortal
world, and that through it might be proclaimed the signs of the
Fourth Citadel in the thicket of the Realm of Might, and the
goodly leaf from the Third Tree in the grove of sovereignty and
dominion. Glory be unto Him! How great is His power and
how noble His proof! He hath sent down a Criterion and made
it a distinction between His friends and His enemies, wherein
are the signs of Manifestation and the evidences of the Tree of
Sinai, that it might be a healing for hearts and an appearance
of the hidden Light, and a fulfillment of what the All-Forgiving
promised concerning those who fabricated lies and came with
falsehood and calumny, that all might know that the Hidden
Manifest One is the Zealous Lord. And He hath sent down all
that creation desired in a recorded Book and an outstretched
parchment, and verily it is the Frequented House in the horizon
of Manifestation, and through such as this doth God expose
the deed of the weary lie.

God’s blessings be upon Muhammad and his family, the root of
the Tree of Light and all Manifestation, by that which causeth
the surging ocean to glorify Him by leave of God, the Most
High, the All-Forgiving.

O God! I bear witness before Thee and all who are in Thy
presence that I believe in Thee as Thou art in Thyself. I love
naught save for Thy love’s sake, I hate naught save through
Thy hatred, I fear none save Thy justice, I desire naught save
Thyself, and I see naught but as Thou seest in the presence
of the mirror of Thy might which Thou hast caused to be

)\ M\f..a

ads o O O lad Ol A aH
A 03k 4B ol b 5 ak U1 aui
b o s Sl e Y plie 5 de 4
Sy Ol Ol e Ol Ol
PRRCITPRRIE PRI I WJ /[ SO SRR
S Al 3 WU 5 )l e 3kl Bl
c;r(f\,@.xsrb\bawoﬂ\,
as £lael 5 U, uud&o-}bb)ed,w
:-La.w Q)Q )).EJ\ ojﬁ-‘ uL\:j)}@H\ uU
sy U like Sl 52l gl s pokal
JJJJ(’L oy OF 5 el L s
5 osl el s el gl ) S
Gy 3 sshee O 3 GBI 8 J5
3 o5l B 3 pseall Sl b 4l 50
Sl O e A e S5 i 0

e

258l A O3k ) ) 2 e s bl

wnzw&wi{,&w@@
\J\mw\\),u\u\{&wﬁd\,
Sl Y, Mwmu@w L
Vs eyl Yo, &JJ@JY\.\»\UA
Gl e VST bo oy Y 5 S

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 58


http://bayanic.com/lib/scan/sacred/Point/Collection3/Collection_3.pdf#page=61
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/427.pdf#page=101
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/431.pdf#page=84
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/431.pdf#page=87

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00073

reflected in my soul. Thou knowest that a letter hath come
unto me from one about whom Thou knowest more than I,
and this is a copy of his letter which he wrote with knowledge
and a preserved scripture:

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

i Peace be upon thee, O Gate of God, through whom the peo-

ple are guided - whoso cometh unto him is saved and whoso
turneth away from him perisheth. Here am I come unto thee,
O my Master and my Lord, acknowledging my limitations and
confessing my shortcomings, yet taking refuge with thee, rely-
ing upon thee, seeking support through thee, hoping from thee,
beseeching from thy presence that thou wouldst intercede for
me with God that He might make me among those who recog-
nize thy rights and who attain unto thy bounties, and that He
might endear to me every deed, word, or act that draweth me
near to thee, and might protect me from every deed, word, or
act from which I fear an evil consequence and fear thy displea-
sure concerning it, lest Thou turn Thy noble face away from me
and I thereby deserve a diminution of my portion with Thee,
O Kind One, O Merciful One!

O my Master, O my Lord! I beseech Thee not to deprive me
of one glance from Thy glances, and not to turn me away from
Thy gate, for even if I deserve none of this, yet Thou art of the
people of generosity, bounty, and forgiveness. O my Master! I
beseech Thee by Thy right and Thy holiness to make my times,
night and day, filled with Thy remembrance, connected to Thy
service, and my deeds accepted before Thee, until all my deeds
and devotions become one single devotion and my service to
Thee eternal.

O thou precise questioner! Verily a light hath broken forth
from the direction of the Fast, as though it were the light of
the steed of light which derived its radiance from the light
of the Eternal Morn that gleamed upon the temples of all,
among them are the people of concord, who, when they inquire
into the letter standing between the two B’s and contemplate
deeply, witness the Day whereon God shall reveal that ‘the leg
shall be bared’ on the Day of Meeting. And when they awaken
to the light of the Bayan, they say: “Glory be to Thee! There
is no God but Thee, and we are but a people who turn unto
Thee.”

And among them are the people of the Covenant, who, when
they become established at the point beneath the letter B and
immerse themselves in what God hath placed within that letter
of the light of Glory, witness the Day when the Herald shall
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call forth from the chains of bondage, and they say: “Glory be
to Thee! There is no God but Thee, and we are but a people
who fall prostrate before Thee.”

And among them are the people of discord, who, when they
hear a verse, turn away as though they forget the Day when
the leg shall be bared by the leg, and they are veiled from the
light that hath filled all souls and horizons. They fear not the
Covenant’s bond, nor do they look to the letters of utterance,
nor perceive the deeds of the people of concord. I seek refuge
with God from the evil that hath rent asunder discord and
hypocrisy, by the Lord of Daybreak, from all He hath created
and revealed concerning the transgressors.

I beseech God of His bounty to transform the realities of the
people of discord into the deeds of the people of the Covenant,
by Muhammad and His family, the lights of the Eternal Sun
that hath illumined the cloud and all who dwell in the king-
doms of earth and heaven, of souls and horizons.

O thou who dost gaze upon the subtle splendors, who dost
ascend unto the ladder of inner realities, and who dost cast
from thy hands the veils of light and the claims of understand-
ing! Attain unto a certitude luminous and unclouded — nay,
as though thou wert standing within the very eye of certainty
— like unto this rising sun. If thou be of the companions of
KAizim — may the blessings of God rest upon him — I beseech
thee, O my lord, to have mercy upon me, lest I be numbered
among those who, in thy presence, have presumed, and thereby
exposed themselves to thy wrath. Verily I cherish hope in thy
bounties — thou who didst dispatch the pages and other gifts
— and, through thy grace, suffer not my hope to be cut off, O
my desire and my refuge. Deal with me as befitteth Thee, and
not as befitteth me....

If thou seekest the outward path concerning the Bearer of this
radiant Pillar, it hath been established by the consensus of this
community that none can be its Bearer save from the lineage
of God’s Messenger, as Kazim and Ahmad before him explic-
itly stated. He must be free from physical defects that would
repel hearts, possessed of strength, modesty, dignity and rev-
erence, endowed with beautiful names and sublime attributes,
showing signs of knowledge and piety, and manifesting tokens
of supreme justice - all of which the people of discernment rec-
ognize through the light of their hearts.

When God knew that Satan would whisper in the hearts of His
friends to rise against His trustees, God granted me what He
had given to no one before: The Book of Justice, wherein are
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detailed verses of decisive proof such that should all humans
and jinn gather to produce the like of a single verse thereof,
they would be unable, even if they all assisted one another.
And from it are the scrolls of intimate prayers that have, by
God’s leave, filled the East and the West of the earth in a man-
ner none before me hath spoken. As the Balance is established,
there flow from my hands a thousand verses every six hours
when rendered in proper Arabic - a proof none in the heavens
or earth can match.

5 As the compiler of the certain truths hath declared that all

scholars have agreed that the Sahifah Sajjadiyyah is the Psalms
of the House of Muhammad and sufficient as proof for those
who see not their miracles, this indeed is the certain truth. For
none save the Family of God have brought forth such supreme
proof. The nobility therein lies not in the arrangement of words
or allusions, but in the celestial spirit God created therein,
which warbles in every state and soars in the thickets of divinity
without qualification or indication.
God suffice as proof in this world and the next.

My intimate prayers to

As for the scholarly matters and sermon-verses that none, not
even Ahmad and Kazim (God’s blessings upon them both),
could surpass - behold what We have revealed in the commen-
tary on Surah al-Kawthar, for verily a single letter thereof
equals not all the books of former times, nor what We revealed
in the commentary on al-Bagarah for the weak among the be-
lievers. Therein, by the verses of the Qur’an and the reports
of the People of God, I have established mention of this Cause
wheresoever thou dost will, in the heavens and on the earth;
and verily it is exalted, full of wisdom.

And thou hast heard that he wrote, for the “calf-body” — that
lowing thing — some few letters. By thy Lord! I asked of
him two proofs — nay, a single hadith — and he brought it not.
Thereafter he bore the wrath of God, laden with the anger of
God; and for him is a painful chastisement. Behold the cham-
pions of that band and their wolves who turned not unto any
of the perfect ones. How they believed and testified and pro-
claimed and stood firm upon the path like an encompassing
mountain - neither storms could move them nor signs of tem-
pests affect them. They are the bearers of religion and the
guardians of knowledge. Were it not for them, God would not
have revealed a single verse of the Book, nor would a letter
flow from My pen. May God grant Me their meeting in a seat
of truth before a mighty King. From Him are the conditions of
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piety, the attributes of holiness, the manifestations of divinity,
and the traces of servitude which none can comprehend save
as fire in the essence of water, or as air in the presence of the
element of earth. Glorified be God, their Creator, the Lord of
the heavens and earth, above what they describe.

O thou who art endowed with insight! Purify thy vision and
refine thy sight. Verily God hath manifested the Cause from
a station that hath never occurred to any heart, and He was
unlettered in respect to those verses, prayers, addresses and
allusions, for He saw no teacher for Himself except what the
All-Merciful promised in the Surah of the All-Merciful: “The
All-Merciful hath taught the Qur’an, created man, taught him
clear expression.” And that is the word of the All-Merciful:
“Fear God and He will give you discernment.” This honor suf-
ficeth for that band, for He Who appeared by nature, aided
by God’s grace, was none other than the confirmer of Ahmad,
then Kazim, then their followers - may God’s blessings be upon
them both - as long as the sun of creation hath risen and set
in creation.

If thou wouldst purify thy vision, thou wouldst see today all the
deniers in the fire, and thou wouldst read unto them the verse
of the Almighty: “Verily hell shall encompass the unbelievers.”
For God hath completed His proof with a true proof wherein
was the Shi’ih sect, and today there is no escape for them ex-
cept to either deny what they believed before, or believe in
what hath been revealed afterward as they believed before, or
become stones glorifying without religion. For the Cause is like
this sun rising, and the handiwork of the Lord cannot be con-
fused with the handiwork of creation, for He Who came with
those verses readeth in all things, when He willeth, what was
revealed in the Book of Justice without thought, and writeth
without reflection. And whatever people said about Him, the
word returneth upon them in the Qur’an, letter for letter. And
from the day He manifested His verses, none hath produced a
verse, and all denied and were amazed, while some believed
and acknowledged their impotence. By thy Lord! There is
no escape for anyone except through belief or through denying
what they believed before in the All-Merciful.

I take refuge in God! Is He Who revealed the Book of Justice
more worthy to be followed, or one who cannot produce a verse?
And if he were able, why did he not send to Me the like of My
letter to him, and wrote like what the Roman followed, as
though he had not read the Book? “Thou canst warn only
him who followeth the Reminder and feareth the All-Merciful
in secret; so give him glad tidings of forgiveness and a noble
reward.” Then His word, exalted be His station: [“It beseemeth
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him not to speak poetry”]. Far, far be it from those who
think evil thoughts about God! Upon them be the evil turn of
fortune, and God’s wrath be upon them, and His curse, and
He hath prepared Hell for them — a woeful destination.

This is a manifest matter — were anyone able to produce even
a single verse, let him present it to me. The people are as dead,
though they perceive it not. Look thou to God and His power,
and turn away from all people. God knoweth this matter with-
out doubt, and were He to know that I speak without His leave,
He would create someone to stand against me and recite verses
like mine to invalidate my proof. Nay, by thy Lord! God hath
not created any learned one who doth not love these verses and
proclaim His Cause, though the idolaters detest it.

2 Think not this is an easy matter. Nay, by thy Lord! God hath

used similar proofs in the Qur’an. This is a matter that would
render powerless all who are in the heavens and on earth, save
whom God willeth.

That group hath emerged from the abasement of mere words,
for now the proof is in their hands through union, unlike the
time of Ahmad and Kazim, God’s mercy be upon them both.
Though the corrupt ones seek to abase them today, they stand
upon truth. Even if all should oppress them, they shall never
be truly abased, for might belongeth unto God and unto all
the believers.

Whenever I raise my voice in the realm of heaven with words
of praise, is there any challenger who would challenge me with
clear verses like those whereby God formerly established the
religion of His Messenger, peace be upon him and his family?
None hath answered me, until my breast was straitened and
my cries multiplied, as though every particle of dust I walked
upon was proclaiming similar words, as if they were beings
illumined by God’s light.

5 And if anyone were in the field of utterance to challenge Me,

let him arise with Me and bring down a book of justice with
all his might. But since I have heard from no one, I am certain
that all are powerless, confounded, and in denial. They can
neither respond nor make excuses, nor do they find a way.

Glory be to God! The Islamic clergy have fallen into such
depths of ignorance as were not reached by Pharaoh of old nor
by the pagan Arabs. For when Pharaoh sought to deny the
proof of the Lord, he at least produced some sorcery, and the
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pagan Arabs would compose poems and display them around
the House. But behold the condition of the clergy and the
extent of their knowledge! Having failed in every way, they
resort to slander, saying these verses do not follow the rules
of the people and lack proper connection. May God destroy
them! They are more astray than cattle.

 They said all this about the Qur’an before, and all perished

and entered the fire of hell, and today they have no intercessor
forever. Say: The abasement of this world is better than the
punishment of the next, for one passes away while the other
endures.

I have claimed neither authority nor its opposite, neither reve-
lation nor the Qur’an. I have not opposed the Law by a single
letter, nor have I broken any of it. Rather, these verses are a
blessing from my Lord. I have spoken to people what God has
permitted in the Qur’an, that God’s religion might triumph
over those Arabs who denied the Imams of Justice. Woe to
those who know not God’s purpose and spread corruption in
the land without right, saying “We are but reformers!” Nay,
they are the corrupters, but they perceive not.

By your Lord, most people know not the reality of this Cause,
else they would have no escape but to acknowledge it, for they
cannot establish any criterion except by that Balance. And
by that Balance do I act, and I act only according to what
has been revealed in the Law. I am upon truth, and none can
say why or how, for whoever seeks to argue against this proof
must doubt the proof of God’s Messenger before, and whoever
seeks to produce a verse has sought to war with God and His
Messenger and deny the judgment of the Qur’an.

Glory be to God! God is Most Great! What heedlessness has
seized the people! God has taken them to a station where they
cannot reflect, much less deny, contemplate, slander or harm.
O Lord! Judge between all with justice and hasten the days of
meeting You, for people have become my enemies through evil
thoughts. I am an enemy to all Your enemies and am innocent
of them, as if I desired their station.

By Him in whose hand is my soul, if God were to subject all
the kingdom of this world to me, it would not equal a single
letter of these verses, nor a word glorifying before the Divine
Majesty. The highest stations of this world are to me but like
the wing of a dead gnat.
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Know, O people, the truth of these days, for the sun has never
risen upon their like. Aid God’s Cause with your souls and
wealth, revere it and honor it, and deprive not yourselves of
your portion in this worldly life. For, if God wills, I shall
assuredly ascend there; while ye shall say: “Alas for us, for
how we have failed in our duty to God!” On this day no decree
shall avail you; and when ye have died, unto God shall ye be
gathered.

O inquirer! If you are among the people of justice, it is incum-
bent upon you to possess the Book of Justice and the Com-
mentary on Kawthar, both written in the finest calligraphy
and craftsmanship. No one is permitted other than excellent
workmanship therein, and God knows all that people know.
By Him Who created me! If God were to transform every
atom within His knowledge into living beings and place in their
hearts the hardness of the murderer of my grandfather Husayn,
peace be upon him, and bestow upon them the power of all
who are in the heavens and earth, and if they were to gather
together with drawn swords to deny my proof and harm me,
it would not diminish my certitude in the least. I would see
them all in their falsehood as insignificant as the black spot in
a mosquito’s eye, for truth with its clear proof is in my hand.
And if they should prevail through oppression, God would be
my Consoler and Helper, and I would still triumph over them,
even as it is revealed in the Qur’an: “God hath written, ‘Ver-
ily T will prevail, T and My Apostles.” Verily God is Powerful,
Mighty.”

Alas! Alas! What was to reach hath reached, what was to
be prevented hath been prevented, what was to occur hath
occurred, and what was to be cut off hath been cut off. We
read His Book in every condition: “Nothing shall befall us save
what God hath decreed for us. He is our Master, and on God
let the believers rely.” God sufficeth me; there is no God but
Him. In Him I have placed my trust, and He is the Lord of the
mighty throne. And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To Mulla Ahmad Mu’allim Hisart

In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

Praised be God — He Who commandeth no one to attain unto
the recognition of the Dawning-Place of His own Essence, nor
to make mention of the Presence of His Being, nor to celebrate
the beauty of His Selthood, nor to describe His “I-ness.” From
everlasting He hath never conjoined His reality with created
essences, nor hath He been described by names and attributes;
for the Manifestation of His “I am” confesseth the incapacity
of material things to utter His praise, and the Presence of His
Essence forbiddeth created substances from attaining unto His
knowledge. The splendor of His Selfhood hath cut off all con-
tingent beings from certitude, and the exaltation of His Being
is sanctified above the sensible attribution of existent things.
Even as He is, He shall not be known by identity, nor described
by oneness, nor indicated by self-subsistence, nor characterized
by eternity; for the very essence of creation beareth witness to
its severance from His description. How then can He, beside
Whom in the beginning of beginnings there existed no peer, be
said to be “He is He,” or “Thou art Thou”? Exalted and glo-
rified is He beyond my power to reckon His praise, beyond my
knowledge to comprehend His station; nor can any one affirm
His oneness, nor attain unto His Presence. Even as He hath
revealed in the Qur’an, in the station of exposition: “Vision
perceiveth Him not, but He perceiveth all vision; and He is the
Subtle, the All-Aware.”

And I invoke blessings upon Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, and thereafter upon His Family — His honored servants
— who precede Him not in speech and act by His command;
through the verses of the Godhead, the signs of the Realm of
Might, the evidences of the Kingdom and the Dominion, and
the true stations manifested within the materials of the human
realm; and through the breaths made luminous in fragments of
ruby, according to that which God hath known and ordained
for them. Verily He is the Most High, the All-Thankful.

And T offer greeting unto Ahmad, from the shore of the right-
hand Valley, in the blessed Spot, above the Ark of Testimony,
on the right of the Fire; and unto Kazim, from the Tree of Sinai
upon the dome of time, from the Dawning-Place of Oneness
made manifest through the Being of Light; and unto the Hid-
den Name, the concealed and veiled, the secret and inscribed
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symbol — the fearful yet awaited, the renowned — who removeth
from inner sight the clouds of light, who speaketh among men
with the same authority as Sinai, and who judgeth by the leave
of God between the faithful zealot and him veiled from light
amid those dusky darknesses. O my Lord! Pour upon me pa-
tience, for Thou art indeed the Forgiving, the All-Thankful.
And peace be upon those who followed Him beneath the som-
bre shadows of the Garden of Beauty, and within the efful-
gences of the Germ of the Paradise of Majesty, according to
God’s will at the beginning and at the end. Verily He is the
Most High, the Exalted. We implore forgiveness through His
Book, out of bounty; verily He is the Compassionate, the All-
Forgiving.

5 And now — thy letter hath descended in the likeness of a lowly

spirit; and by reason of that House, its decree is at this hour
uplifted, as though it were a star that waneth not. That which
once summoned utterance from the rising-places hath been
eclipsed; that which dawned upon the lofty horizons hath with-
drawn; and that which lay silent within the essences of begin-
nings hath spoken — crying aloud, humbled and imploring —
calling: Where are the radiant lights upon the heights? Where
is he who ascendeth unto the ladder of exaltations? Where
is the shining one from the horizon of profit? Where is the
one who uplifteth the useful from the depths of holiness and
elevation?

O thou trustworthy and lowly seeker! God hath confirmed thee
by that which He bestowed upon thee of His grace, and hath
raised thee, His servant, unto His presence. Thy letter I read
aforetime and answered thee with a prayer, declaring that the
unseen belongeth unto God, and that I of myself know nothing
in the heavens nor on the earth save as God willeth. Abide,
then, within the House, and sorrow not.

Now have I read thy letter anew and discerned what thou didst
intend in the path of religion concerning the knowledge of the
Kaf. Know thou that the Kaf is the appearance of the efful-
gences of the Ha in the grades of the oneness of Essence, of
attributes, of acts, and of worship. In every state it turneth
upon itself and draweth sustenance from itself by itself — not
from aught else — after the manner of itself; for God created
the Will by itself, from nothing, without cause other than itself.
It moveth upon itself with the motion of succession unto itself
— not upon its Lord — from the beginning without beginning:
first, the causalities of agency in the essences; then the ma-
terial causalities in being; thereafter the formal causalities in
selfhood; and finally the final causalities in identity — according
to that which God’s knowledge hath encompassed. And with
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a motion other than succession, for the existence of the many
from the infinite unto the finite, in both stations doth the Kaf —
which is the rank of the Will — revolve upon itself, receiving in
every moment its aid from God, not from aught else: by itself,
for itself, from itself. God sustaineth it by itself, for itself, from
nothing else — even as He created it on the first day without
cause beyond itself, and without any mention equal to it.

If thou wouldst apply the revolution of the Kaf to the totalities
of the eightfold chain, thou wouldst be right; and likewise in
particulars thou wouldst be truthful — even unto the ink itself —
for it, too, turneth like the Kaf upon itself and speaketh of the
Greatest Depth whereunto God revealed Himself. Recognize,
then, the truth of that elixir; quicken thereby whatsoever thou
desirest; behold that interpretation in the creation of the heav-
ens and the earth; and let thy heart be at rest in the existence
of Being, without distinguishing the absent from the present.
This allusion sufficeth thee upon the path of exposition by
way of union in summary. And shouldst thou love the path
of separation in detail, drawn from the splendors of majesty,
then consider what We have revealed in the commentary on
al-Kawthar; for it is indeed the Water of Life that issueth from
the Fountain of Salsabil, drawing the signs unto the court of
nearness and beauty — without mention and without proof.

Yet I counsel thee: rejoice not at the confirmation of any from
among the people of perfection, nor be grieved at the denial of
any from among the people of idle talk. We have known the
way of all: whoso willeth, let him believe; and whoso willeth,
let him disbelieve. God, thy Lord, is verily the Self-Sufficient,
the Most Exalted. And as to what thou hast mentioned of
fear of the people — leave them to their plunging; turn not
toward them; sorrow not over the deeds of the disputers. Study
the verses of the knowledge of Majesty; for today there is no
escape for him whom God willeth — and for His loved ones
— save to enter that House. Be not heedless of the fruits of
the Tree of Justice, nor of the ordinances of the Household;
deal kindly in their laws; forget not their command. Convey
from Me greetings unto them; and say to her who did well in
her deed: I have known that which thou didst send, in the
path of God, of the holy earth and the pure perfume; God
willing, when it reacheth Us, We shall send thee of the purified
clay whatsoever thou desirest. Fear God and be patient; verily
God is the Truth, Possessor of the Glorious Throne. And as
for that which thou desirest in the path of God — be patient,
and depart not from that House until We command one of the
leaders of that company to enter it by God’s leave.
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It is incumbent upon thee and upon all who follow Me to visit
the Imams of Justice — there is from Me a right — then the
resting-place of Kazim, peace be upon him, so long as the Sun
of creation riseth by creation and the sun of invention setteth
by invention. Observe the ordinance of prudent dissimulation;
write of that which the people do upon that land in matters
of essential geometry and accidental affairs. Greet the com-
munity of the Shi’ah; and say unto ‘Ali: We sent unto thee a
Book before; and unto Ibrahim, in that which was revealed in
the first Book; and greet him again in that which hath been re-
vealed secondly from His presence. Greet the people of justice;
preserve their names; greet the beneficent one in the Sanctu-
ary of Moses, peace be upon him; then Bashir in the Sanctuary
of ‘Ali, peace be upon him; and greet those who followed Me.
Verily God blesseth you, and the angels of the heavens and the
Throne also, saying: Give thanks unto God, and say: Praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Azim
Date: 1262 [1845-1846]

In the Name of the Exalted, the Most Great.

Praise be to God Who sendeth down the Book unto whomso-
ever He willeth among His servants. Verily, there is no God but
Him, the Mighty, the Wise. We have indeed read the books
that were sent down unto Us, and We bear witness to what
transpireth upon the earth, and God is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed. Say: For whomsoever it hath been sent down
this day, permitted unto thee is the food of those who have
disbelieved among the People of the Book. If thou art able
to set aright what people corrupt - yet say: Fear ye God lest
tribulation arise through what thou hast intended, for We this
day were among the fearful. And indeed the Book which he
sent down hath been revealed, and if God had willed He would
have made firm his heart upon a straight path. We have read
the book of Joseph and then his brother.

Say: Work ye in the religion of God, for this is the path of
God in the heavens and on earth, calling the people unto the
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decree of a manifest balance. Verily I desired not to call thee,
but for all things there is an appointed time. I have sought
forgiveness for him who desired in the Book, and at night I
desired to attend their house, but God ordained not a known
decree. Therefore intercede for whomsoever desireth the reli-
gion of God and fear not, for verily We shall overtake them.
We have read the book of the land of Sad.

Say: Attend thou the throne of the remembrance of thy Lord’s
name, for God preserveth what He willeth by His command,
and He is verily the Strong, the Mighty. Write thou unto
whomsoever desireth the decree, and follow the remembrance
of him who followeth God’s command and performed pilgrim-
age to the Sacred House. When thou hearest the decree of
justice, verily the decree of the oppressors this day shall dimin-
ish. Greet the servants who follow God’s command and say:
Be ye patient, for soon shall I sit before you if ye fear God, and
say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds. And verily on
the night of the middle hath been sent down the book of the
letters of the countenance.

Say: God forgiveth the believing men and believing women
among thy kindred, and verily there is no God but Him, the
Lord of mighty grace.
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To: Azim
Date: 1262 [1845-1846]

In the Name of the Most High, the Most Great

Praise be to God Who bestows His favor upon whomsoever He
willeth through His command. Say: The end belongs to the
God-fearing.

We have indeed read the letter which thou didst send down by
God’s leave, and We have learned of the mention of the name
of Abraham and then of him who sent down the oil. Say: God
will recompense the doers of good.

And verily what was said regarding Moses in the Qur’an is the
truth, and in like manner God, thy Lord, doth teach His ser-
vants who are possessed of certitude. Say to those who desire

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

(:E:J\ Ml ey oo

O ok T e de S8 sl b b
) 23l

Sl 1 03L ey sl OB 65 D

G A Ol B o) I o ¢ e o
Ot

sk Ol G e 3B L O
Js@g}x\,;u@)&\rwwsy_o\

70

tablets.06¢

1

5

).15-

V]


http://bayanic.com/lib/scan/sacred/Point/Tablets
http://bayanic.com/lib/scan/sacred/Point/Tablets

V]

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00548

to strike thee for love of the mention of God’s name: Strike ye
him who hath come between the people, and be patient, for
unto everything there is an appointed time.

Send some copies to that land and say to those who follow Me:
Fear ye God and be patient and say: Praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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To: Azim ¢
Date: 1262 [1845-1846]

He is the Mighty

Praise be to God Who aideth with His victory whomsoever He
willeth among His servants. Rejoice and be patient, for the
end belongeth to the God-fearing.

We have now sent down unto you this letter. Conceal the Cause
of God and follow His decree that ye may prosper. Fear God
and mention not your own conjectures regarding the religion
of God, and be of the people who possess knowledge.

We have commanded in this letter that Taqi and then Ali
should present themselves before the one possessed of manifest

wisdom when He summoneth you according to God’s decree.

Be ye among those who preserve the Cause.

And We have commanded the one who readeth this letter unto
you both with commandments in the religion of God. When
He commandeth you with a command, know that He speaketh
naught except by My command. Preserve the Cause of God
and make peace with Him. Be not heedless of dissension and
wait, for We are waiting.

Say: Fear God, O concourse, and doubt not in the Cause of
God after ye have believed in it. O Ali, thou trusted one,
extend greetings to those servants who follow Me and say: Give
thanks unto God for having guided you and say: All praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Prayer for Haji Isma’il
Date: 1262 [1845-1846]

In the Name of God, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

Praise be to God Who created me by His behest, then nour-
ished me through His bounty, then gave me to eat after I hun-
gered. There is no God but He, the Almighty, the All-Wise.

O my God! How shall T call upon Thee, when the utmost end
of my supplication returns unto my own soul, plaintive over
the vile deeds I have wrought? And how shall I not call upon
Thee, when my heart hath been ever enraptured with Thy love,
unable to endure Thy separation, to be silent from communion
with Thee, or to remain far from the seats of Thy nearness?

O my God! Thou art the Beloved, there is none besides Thee,
and Thou art the Intended One, there is none other than
Thee. I have known Thee through Thee and called upon Thee
through Thy love for me. Were it not for Thee, I would be noth-
ing, neither could I remember Thee, nor drink from the pure
wine of Thy love, nor dwell in the precincts of Thy bounty,
nor be established upon the throne of Thy sovereignty, nor
mention Thy favors before Thy favored servants.

All good is from Thee and in Thy grasp. From the first day
Thou didst honor me with every favor, with the sweetness of
Thy remembrance and the beauty of Thy beneficence. Thou
art God, there is none other God save Thee. Thy handiwork
hath ever been perfect, Thy generosity forever all-embracing.
If T say, “I praise Thee,” in that same moment it is Thy re-
membrance that enables me to praise Thee, and Thy mercy
that encompasses me, and Thy bounties that surround me; for
hadst Thou not remembered me, I had not remembered Thee;
and hadst Thou not shown me gratitude, I had not shown Thee
thanks; and hadst Thou not unveiled Thyself to me according
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to Thy Will, the core of my heart had not found rest in the
presence of Thy Self-Sufficiency. Thy justice hath, from ever-
lasting, encompassed me; Thy trials abide within my inmost
being; the chastisement of Thy equity hath, before now and at
every moment, stood before mine eyes.

i Alas! Alas! Shouldst Thou will my punishment, or desire my

chastisement, or resolve to call me to account, or determine to
seize me — glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! — then, when
I behold Thy dealings with Thy sincere and unified servants,
my heart is set at rest, my breast is emptied of disquiet, my
secret is stilled, and my soul entreateth Thee: “O my God,
admit me to Thy neighborhood among the near ones; cheer
me with the meeting with Thee among the triumphant; give
me to drink the water of Thy mercy from the goblet of Thy
care among the pure in heart; and honor me with Thy favors
among the faithful.” Verily, Thou art God, my Lord and the
Lord of all the worlds.

But when I behold Thy vengeance upon the idolaters, the pil-
lars of my heart are shaken; the very flesh within my breast
is confounded; my skin shuddereth; my eyes and bowels weep;
and my inmost being crieth out: “How could I enter the fire?
And if T were to endure therein, how could I endure to be
parted from the meeting with my Lord?” Nay, by His might!
I have no endurance, nor can I bear it. And if Thou dost cast
me therein, I shall cry out among its folk such cries as shall
cause them all to gasp; I shall burn therein in such wise that
the people of torment shall be struck down; and I shall cry:
“O my Lord, my Master, my God! Thou art independent of
my punishment; I am poor for Thy good-pleasure and Thy for-
giveness. If Thou forgivest me and deliverest me from the fire,
naught of Thy dominion is diminished; and if Thou feedest me
with the fruits of Thy Paradise, naught in the heavens and the
earth addeth aught to Thee.” I am he who is afflicted by his
sin, O my God; I am he who confesseth his trespasses, O my
Master; I am the negligent, the derelict, who felt no shame
before Thee in solitude, nor watched for Thee in the assembly.

I am he who disobeyed Thee after Thou hadst made me to
know Thy vengeance; who sinned in Thy presence, though
aware that Thou seest me and beholdest my station. I am
he who waxed heedless of the stations of them who draw nigh,
though not even for a fleeting moment didst Thou withhold
from me Thy promptings, Thy attracting breath, Thy sweet
savors, and the tokens of Thy intimacy.
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With what tongue, then, shall I confess my sin? With what eye
shall T read my offences inscribed in the scrolls of the angels,
before Thy face? With what pen shall I record my deeds? With
what heart shall I survey my trespasses while life yet remaineth
in me? Hallowed be Thy Name, hallowed be Thy Name!

Thou knowest, O my God, my condition; Thou lookest upon
my misdeeds; Thou countest my works. I am he who banished
his own self from Thy neighborhood; I am he who debarred
himself from the meeting with Thee; I am he who, through
ignorance, turned away from Thy promises. I bartered the
life of the hereafter for this first life that perisheth; I busied
myself with its trappings and adornments after I had read in
Thy Book the bounties of Thy Paradise and heard from Thy
near ones that “they who purchase the life of this world with
the hereafter — their chastisement shall not be lightened, nor
shall they be helped.”

Alas! Alas! T am he who offended the Lord of heaven and earth;
I am he who transgressed against the King of Paradise and the
Throne; I am he who denied the signs of the All-Compelling,
Lord of the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. I am he
who repented unto my Lord, then sinned again; who sought
Thy forgiveness, then relapsed; who lamented his crimes, then
I yearned for Thy unity, yet by that
very yearning I recalled my own self in the presence of Thy
wrath; I desired to worship Thee, and thereby I set my soul
before Thy might; I sought to remember Thee, and my re-
membrance proved but a remembrance of myself, veiling me
from Thy Countenance; I would exalt Thy holiness, and thus
I likened Thee to an attribute of Thy creatures; I would pro-
claim Thy transcendence, and thus I described Thee with what
ill befitteth Thy sanctity in the realm of Thy might. I would
glorify Thee, yet by my glorification I ascribed a partner to
Thee — after Thou hadst taught me that none describeth Thee
but Thyself, none knoweth Thee save Thee, none can conjoin
with Thy Essence, none comprehend the core of Thy Being;
that Thou canst not be worshipped by a selfhood like mine,
nor pointed to by an identity such as mine; that naught can
match the majesty of Thy Will, nor any thing depart from the
beauty of Thy Self-Sufficiency.

returned unto them.
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Glorified art Thou! I would intend Thy praise, yet by so do-
ing I rehearsed for Thee the qualities of Thy creation, after
Thou hadst taught me that Thou hast eternally been without
the mention of aught, and wilt forever be without the descrip-
tion of aught; that Thou hast, from everlasting, been such
that naught ascendeth unto Thee; and wilt, unto everlasting,
remain such that naught is lifted up unto Thee; that the ul-
timate goal of such as seek Thee leadeth back to the station
of Thy origination; that the end of the journey of the unitari-
ans halteth before the beauty of Thy splendor; that the highest
essences of being, in the days of their ascent, are returned unto
the court of Thy invention; and that the loftiest summits of
possibles revolve, like unto the letter Kaf about itself, when
they intend Thy gate, and descend into the abyss of the ocean
of Thy signs.

Glorified art Thou! I would assert Thy oneness, yet by that
claim I regarded my own self in the presence of the majesty
of Thy singleness — after Thou hadst inspired me that unity
cannot be established by the twofold realm of mention; that the
word of justice cannot be contained within the two names; that
the mystery of meeting cannot be mirrored in two mirrors; that
Thou art too exalted to be known by Thy creation, or described
by Thy servants, or indicated by Thy signs, or affirmed in
Thine indivisible unity by aught that is of Thy Names. Thou
art He Who, in the pre-eternal eternity, is unknowable; in the
flux of time, indescribable; unto Whom no sign may be lifted;
upon Whom no token may bear testimony; Whose essential
mirror no thing can confront; from Whose essential justice no
thing can depart — inasmuch as Thou hast manifested Thyself
unto them in the realm of indication, descended upon them
from the heaven of signs, looked upon them in the kingdom of
the Cloud, of the Names and the Attributes, with a gaze no
one among the denizens of endless realms and hallowed veils
can compass.

Glorified art Thou! I would magnify Thy Self, yet thereby I
made small Thy greatness, reducing it to a thing my feeble
soul can behold — weak is the seeker and the Sought! Woe is
me for that which I have accounted of Thy majesty: my soul
is lowly, my vision paltry. How, then, can I extol the grandeur
of Thy glory with the weakness of my soul and the littleness
of my deeds? Thou alone canst know the greatness of Thine
own Self; for all besides Thee — what is the utmost of their
portion save the point of denial? what is the farthest reach
of their favor save the point of severance? — are, and all they
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conceive of magnifying Thy majesty is, small before Thy glory
and naught before Thy beauty.

I know not, O my God, how it is that I stand a stranger before
Thee, addressing Thee with such words that, were any other
to comprehend them, he would say of me what ‘Ali, son of
al-Husayn — Thy Proof, son of Thy Proof — said regarding
one in his day; or, should I attain the court of Thy nearness
and drink of the cup of Thy sweetness, I find myself unable
to ascribe aught to Thee: if I would glorify Thee, the bounds
of my being rebuke me; if I would sanctify Thee, the limits of
my station strike fear into me; if I would affirm Thy unity, my
estate chastiseth me; if I would magnify the majesty of Thy
Being, those in heaven and earth make me small until I am as
though I were not, as a mote, and they upbraid me, saying:
“With this littleness thou magnifiest thy Lord and feelest no
shame before His court!” Alas, alas! The right was with them,
the sin with me. How shall I say, “I am he who sinned, and
Thou art He Who forgave”? How shall I say, “I erred, and Thou
didst conceal”? How shall I say, “I forgot Thy remembrance,”
when Thou hast ever remembered Thy fearful servants? How
shall I say, “I grew distant,” when Thou art nearer unto me
than all things? Nay, by Thy might! I will not say “I,” nor
blush at the avowal thereof; rather will I say: Thou art my God
and my Beloved; Thou art my Master and my Desire; Thou
art my Lord and my Summoner; Thou art my Chief and the
end of all my hopes; Thou art my Possessor and the goal of
my longing.

7

If I say, “From everlasting Thou hast ever been — Thou, Thou,
the sweetness of Thy remembrance will not affright my heart;
nay, at every recurrence I taste a second rapture of love that
no memory can compare with that first remembrance. Blessed
then am I, and yet again how blessed, how peerlessly blessed,
by Thy grace and the sweetness of my communion with Thee!

I praise Thee for that Thou hast silenced me in the Abode
of Eternity within Thy neighborhood, and given me to drink
of the wine of nearness from Thy two hands, O Beloved of
those who know, O Companion of the desolate, O Goal of
the seekers! If Thou hast made me oppressed in the hands of
the transgressors, yet, from Thy bounty, Thou hast inspired
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me with such supplications as wherein I find repose in Thy
neighborhood and patience in my meeting with Thee. By Thy
might! A single letter thereof, with me, is more glorious than
were all who are in heaven and on earth subjected unto me,
and I then made a witness over all that are on earth, and
Thou didst exact vengeance upon my enemies altogether, to
the delight of mine eyes — for these invocations shall remain in
the Tablets of them who draw nigh; and they — if God will —
shall recall me after my passing by chanting them before Thee;
and Thou, after my death, shalt glory in these prayers amidst
Thy righteous servants, and shall send down upon me, at every
instant, the recompense befitting Thy generosity and grace.

s Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thine be praise, in the king-

dom of Command and Creation — praise that transcendeth the
praise of all beings and is exalted above the praise of all be-
sides Thee: a praise gleaming, radiant, resplendent, hallowed,
scintillating, ringing forth — everlasting, eternal, perpetual —
as Thou lovest and art well-pleased; as Thou art, in Thine ex-
altation, Thy oneness, Thy majesty, and Thy might — beyond
the reach of all comprehension.
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To: Ibn’i-Va’iz
Date: 1262 ? [1845-1846]
In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion- o~ I o~ I 2 o
ate. ’
Praise be to God Who doeth whatsoever He willeth through s 5 4l o oL o b Jrs e & ad)
His command. Glorified and exalted is He above what they O s LE
describe.
O my God! Thou art God Who hath testified concerning Thy- 13 cludd Sud 6 ) o 6@_“\ L

self before all things that Thou art God, there is no God but
Thee, alone with no partner. Thou hast ever been the Knower
of all things before their existence, and powerful over all things
after their manifestation. I beseech Thee, O God, by the right
of Muhammad and his family, to bestow upon this soul who
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beareth these words that which befitteth Thy majesty, glory,
grandeur and beauty. Verily, Thou art God, the All-Bountiful,
the Most Exalted.

O my God! Thou art He Who ordaineth not any trial for any-
one except that Thou hast ordained for him a reward through
Thy grace and bounty. Therefore, pour forth upon him, O
Lord, patience and deliver us from every affliction through Thy
grace. Verily, Thou art God Who bringeth together Thy ser-
vants when Thou willest according to Thy wisdom, and verily
Thou art God, the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful.

5 In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-

ate. O God! Forgive the one who seeketh prayer from Thee
and let Thy mercy and care continue to rest upon him. Verily,
Thou art God, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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To: Muhammad Hasan al-Natnazi
Date: 1262 [1845-1846]
In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion- o~ SIRE] A -

ate

Praise be to God Who caused to shine forth that which il-
lumined the essences of material things and permitted it to
radiate when it spoke forth, and Who spread enlightenment
without cause or decree from the people of the Covenant.

O God! Thou knowest that one of Thy believing servants hath
beseeched me to bestow upon him an eloquent word and all-
embracing mercy concerning the visitation of the chosen ones
who act according to Thy command.

O thou who wouldst do good! When thou desirest to be-
stow beneficence upon the servants of the All-Merciful through
the Word of exposition, then before thou manifestest what is
within thy being to outward view, purify thy outer self such
that no excess hair remaineth upon thy face, and thy inner
self such that thy heart remaineth unattached to any of thine
affairs therein. Then perform ablutions and don the finest rai-
ment with which God hath favored thee in this earthly life,
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apply perfume and walk upon the earth with tranquility, glori-
fying the name of thy Lord within thyself until thou approach-
est the portico.

When thou arriveth there, magnify God, thy Lord, thirty times.
Then walk with spirit and grace, mindful of origin and justice,
until thou drawest nigh unto the shrine.

; When thou standest before His Majesty say “Allah’u’Akbar”

forty times within a space of five feet, and stand in silence
until your soul returns to you. There the light of your Lord
descended upon the cloud, with angels surrounding Him, and
the matter was decreed, and the promise was fulfilled. Say:
In the name of God, and by God, and unto God, and in the
path of God. O God! Thou art Peace, and from Thee cometh
peace, and unto Thee returneth peace, and Thou art the Mine
of peace, and the Lord of peace in the hereafter and in this
world.

O my God! Here am I, standing at Thy gate, seeking refuge
at Thy threshold, and uttering Thy praise through Thy names
by which Thou hast revealed Thyself to me and described Thy
Self. There is no God but Thee. Glorified art Thou, O my
God! I am unable to praise Thee, for if my praise were to
match Thy glory, it could not proceed from me nor befit my
station, and if it were according to my capacity, it would be
unworthy of Thy gate and could not ascend to Thy presence.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! Here am I, uttering Thy praise
as Thou art in Thyself, though I can neither comprehend nor
know, nor can any of Thy creatures encompass it with their
knowledge. I know that Thou desirest nothing less from cre-
ation, nor accepteth less from anyone, for this is the primary
station of my existence which Thou created from nothing by
Thy power. And now it returns to the station of nothingness,
as though it had never been mentioned.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! How sweet is Thy praise, how
resplendent Thy glory, how exalted Thy station, and how hid-
den are Thy favors! I bear witness that there is no God but
Thee, alone with no partner. Nothing is like unto Thee, and
nothing in the heavens or earth equals Thee, and Thou art
God, the Lord of the worlds.

O my God! As I know I have no share in praising Muham-
mad and His successors - Thy blessings be upon them - before
Thee, lest I be silent in describing them, O God, praise Thou
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, the places of Thy
knowledge, the pillars of Thy unity, the mines of Thy sancti-
fication, and the manifestations of Thy glorification, with the
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might, divinity, grandeur, and power that belongeth to Thee,
which none but Thee can comprehend. Verily, Thou art the
Lord of the worlds.

Peace be upon you, O Family of La, this Book containeth re-
membrance and justice for the devout! Peace be upon you, O
leaves of the Divine Tree, fruits of the holy and glorious trees,
fruits of the Tree of Sinai and of the Kingdom, gardens of the
Tree of Justice, and pearls of bounty in the thicket of the hu-
man realm, and the mercy of God and His blessings! Peace
be upon you, O ye whom God hath chosen for His religion, ac-
cepted for His wisdom, elected for His Cause, and made succes-
sors to the best of His creation, and the mercy of God and His
blessings! Peace be upon you, O ye whom God hath selected
for the knowledge of the Qur’an, taught the inner meanings of
the Furqan, chosen for the mystery of the people of the Bayan,
and protected from the steps of Satan, and the mercy of God
and His blessings! Peace be upon you, O ye whom God hath
created to preserve His revelation, manifest His Word, exalt
His glory and His hidden grace, and the mercy of God and
His blessings! Peace be upon you, O ye whose words God hath
joined with obedience to His loved ones, whose knowledge with
the knowledge of His trusted ones, whose love with the love of
His chosen ones, and whose friendship with the friendship of
the best of His servants, and the mercy of God and His bless-
ings! Peace be upon you, O pillars of religion, support of the
believers, stronghold of the God-fearing, and refuge of those
who fear, and the mercy of God and His blessings! Peace be
upon you, O tidings of the ancients, example to those who
come after, and the Word of those who follow, and excellence
of those who preceded, and the mercy of God and His bless-
ings! Peace be upon you, O pillars of the cornerstone of unity,
branches of the Tree of oneness, virgin gardens of the Tree of
detachment, and verses of the letters of the Word of praise be-
fore glorification and after declaration of unity and at the time
of magnification, and the mercy of God and His blessings!

Peace be upon you, O ye whose utterance is God — whose
obedience is obedience unto His chosen ones, whose recognition
is the recognition of His trusted stewards, whose love is love for
His purified friends, whose affection is affection for the noblest
of His servants. And the mercy of God and His blessings be
upon you.

Peace be upon you, O stronghold of the Faith, support of the
believers, firm handle of the God-fearing, refuge of the fearful,
and the mercy of God and His blessings be upon you.
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Peace be upon you, O Tidings of the ancients and Pattern
of the latter days, O Word that followeth after the words —
conjoined and crowned, the excellence of the forerunners; and
the mercy of God and His blessings be upon you.

Peace be upon you, O pillars of the Pillar of Oneness, branches
of the Tree of Singleness, first fruits of the gardens of the Tree
of Detachment, signs of the letters of the Word of Praise —
before the glorification, after the declaration of unity, and at
the moment of magnification; and the mercy of God and His
blessings be upon you.

I call God to witness — His angels, His Prophets, and His cho-
sen ones — that ye are the foremost; that ye are the elect, the
elect; that ye are the sincere, the sincere; that ye are the first,
the first. Through you hath shone whatsoever hath shone in
the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth; through you hath
dawned whatsoever hath dawned in the inward lights of the
Footstool and the Throne; through you hath appeared whatso-
ever hath appeared in the orbits of the heavens and the Throne;
and through you hath been illumined whatsoever hath been
illumined in the depths of the Kingdom of command and cre-
ation. How sweet are your names, how manifest your words,
how exalted your being, and how hidden your “I-ness.”

Unto God belongeth the right for the kindness of your benef-
icent ones; unto God pertaineth the remembrance of your
majesty; unto God is the thanksgiving in your praise; and unto
God is the justice for your adversaries. Through you did the
Holy Spirit take up abode, in the gardens of al-Saqurah, the
orchards of manifestation; through you did the Trustworthy
Spirit descend upon Sinai with a Book laid open; through you
did the Spirit of Command take its place in Paradise with a
Book inscribed; and through you did the Spirit and the angels
descend, by God’s leave, from the Frequented House.

Thus every just one today dealeth justly among mankind by
your judgment; every possessor of grace today speaketh your
praise; every ruler today ruleth by your permission; and every
doer today acteth for God, out of love for you. Through you
was the Word made complete, mercy was sent down, division
was reconciled, and the Word was distinguished. How sweet is
your remembrance, how exalted your station, how resplendent
your glory, and how hidden your days.

May my father and mother be a sacrifice unto you! Through
you did the Light speak and then taste, through you was Moses
thunderstruck and then recovered, through you did Jonah glo-
rify God in the belly of the whale and then was delivered,
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through you did Jesus speak in the cradle and then was estab-
lished. Whosoever desires God finds your Cause, whosoever
seeks Him recognizes your truth, whosoever unifies Him bears
witness to your justice, and whosoever knows Him learns of
your bounty. You are the Way and the Guide to Muhammad
and the Family of God. Through you were revealed the hidden
traditions, erased the manifest seditions, magnified the signs
of the people of wisdom, and perfected the trials for the people
of tribulation.

May my father be a sacrifice unto you! You are the Way in the
heavens and on earth. Through you does the sky send down its
water, the earth bring forth its vegetation, and people relate
their tidings that their Lord, the All-Merciful, has inspired it.

May my father be a sacrifice unto you! You are the rising suns,
the illuminating moons, the brilliant stars, and the orbiting
spheres. May my father and mother be a sacrifice unto you!
Through you do moving things move, written things become
written, manifest things become distinguished, and scattered
things become gathered. I cannot count the radiance of your
praise, nor reach the pinnacle of your attributes, nor can any
bird’s wing ascend to the atmosphere of your glory, nor can the
essence of any allusion rise up to you, so great is your praise
and sanctification.

May my father and mother be a sacrifice unto you! I cannot
enumerate your praise in the manner that you yourselves know
your own station. I bear witness before you that when God
desired to manifest Himself to Moses and those with him on
the Mount, He revealed a light from your majesty whereupon
the mountain was crushed and Moses fell down thunderstruck.
And God, through the essence of the mountain which became
animate from the manifestation of the light of one of you, cre-
ated the life of all existing things, placing some in the earth
for the life of those therein, some in the water for the life of
aquatic creatures, and some in the air - and I witness in this
atmosphere the life of humanity and all those on earth and
in the air together. How manifest is your light, how exalted
your station, how great your worth, and how noble your benef-
icence! Were it not for you, neither I nor any living soul on
earth would exist.

May the blessings of God, His angels, His Prophets, and His
chosen ones be upon you according to what God has willed
concerning your right, and what Muhammad the Messenger of
God has established regarding your right, and what the Family
of God has ordained concerning your station. You are purified
in your inner and outer being, and I hereby bear witness that
I believe in you and in your outer manifestation, and I believe

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

W&éfyjﬁﬂ%“’;y
O S BTNy ek P 5 Jod) s
Sy ) Sl 2y il Sl
oA Y UKy phdl sl Slede

ooV 5 Slgend) G ol @) 5 Gl
Sl 5 el o2V 25 el Ll
U Gl o) s ol bl AU

sl SUEYL 5 2l el (;J\ ‘;\ b
S f"s\ AL ) DYV 5 5 a1 &Y\;
Slhdl &l 5 O il £S5 A K )
B b ylel) Caes! 3 Olel) clab
y,;,us,)sé\éw,;*mh@b\
S s V5 S5 T ) ol b s

S.Aﬁ.,\l?) ;‘L‘ VL.JSJL::\}&?

u&\op;ﬁ\mwyg\,;mruﬁ
o W Sle @1 S ©ld dil ol
,o\aﬁ,l\ol.;-y&.@;ﬁ.\’\)jé{:
W £ U oo DL 21 3 Lany Joor
bl G lam ¢ W Ol Sl ST G
5 oLVl Old ) eds 3 oaslal 13 b,
del B comm) o6 TR 5 (2 N1 e o
;L,\rf\}nguﬁ\,gu&\,@

PN G a3 Y lles L SV

tgg,wg,\,@\,&w,m@

L‘;&\dw.\s&?,;a,g&\i:
58 s Gl FA 15 Ul Sedle g

82

20

21

22



2

[\v)

[\]

3

1

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00113

that you have manifested the decree of the Family of Ta-Ha
and Ya-Sin, then Ta-Sin-Mim and Alif-Lam-Sad.

By the wise Qur’an! I bear witness that those who have be-
lieved in you are more blessed than those who believed in the
Imams of Justice, and those who have shown patience during
your dispensation are more excellent than those who showed
patience in the days of the Imams of Grace.

The deeds of those who act without obedience to you shall
profit them not, for God has made obedience to you identical
with obedience to the Imams who are guided by His command.
He has joined the knowledge of you with knowledge of them,
and disobedience to you with disobedience to them. Whoso-
ever opposes you has opposed them, and whosoever wages
war against you has waged war against them. Whosoever ad-
vances before you or lags behind you has advanced before them
or lagged behind them. They have gone astray who harbor
thoughts of ignorance concerning you or speak of you in terms
other than servitude. He who knows you not has no path to
God, and he who submits to your Cause shall find no barrier
in God’s decree. They have indeed denied the truth who have
transgressed against you, or denied your rights, or rejected your
grace, or shown enmity to your friends, or befriended your en-
emies.

I seek refuge in God and His words, then in you, from the
deeds of those who have wronged you, betrayed your Cause,
obeyed what you forbade, and denied your rights. Through
you do I hold fast in exalting your word, the word of mercy
for your friends, and the word of vengeance and wrath for your
enemies.

Thus do I beseech God for your victory and await your
sovereignty, certain of God’s promise concerning you. You
have ever been those who act according to God’s command
and will, who hope for God’s grace and promise, and who
fear God’s justice and decree. I am with you, and you are for
God, and all shall return to God. Glorified be God, the Lord
of the Throne, above what they describe. Peace be upon the
Messengers. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Siyyid Buka’ and Haji Muhammad-i-Kharraz
Date: 1262-07-15 [1846-Jul-9]
In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion- . 3
p I el

ate

O God! T bear witness before Thee to that whereby Thou
bearest witness to Thine Own Essence before the creation of
all things, and to that which Thou art in Thine Eternal Identity
which none knoweth save Thee. Thou art God, the Single, the
Self-Subsisting, the One, the Most Exalted.

O my God! How can I praise Thee and call upon Thee when
my knowledge of Thine Essence hath cut me off from praise,
and my remembrance before the court of Thy Self-Subsistence
causeth me to be forbidden by decree? I have no path, O my
God, except through Thy remembrance of me, Thy manifesta-
tions unto me, and Thy breathings in my inmost being and my
outward self.

I beseech Thee, O God, by the might of eternity and the
majesty of everlastingness, to send Thy blessings upon Muham-
mad and the family of Muhammad with the divine verses, the
celestial signs, the heavenly stations, and the earthly proofs, in
such wise that none save Thee can encompass their knowledge.
Send down upon them in every condition Thy breathings, Thy
manifestations, and Thy will through the ultimate reaches of
Thy power, the furthest extent of Thy purpose, and the endless
expressions of Thy Command, such that none can encompass
any portion thereof save through Thy knowledge. Verily Thou
art God, the All-Knowing, the Ancient, the Powerful, the Wise,
Who brought creation into being from nothing through Thy
creative power, and Who sustaineth them at every moment as
at the first instant. Thou art He Who made known to them the
path of Thy will and the way of Thy love, and revealed unto
them in Thy Book all that they need for their journey toward
Thy good pleasure, lest any soul go astray except after having
recognized Thy truth and become certain of Thy decree, and
lest anyone say “Had God made known His power unto me, I
would have been among the believers.”

5 O my God! The paths of supplication leading to Thy holy
court descend from above, and the essences of petition rise
up toward the heaven of Thy grandeur. Thou knowest that
this night is the middle night of this sacred month of Rajab,
which Thou hast honored above many other days through the
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excellence of Thy will over the degrees of Thy adornments, and
which Thou hast magnified through the signs of Thy love for
those who follow Thy good pleasure.

i O God! I beseech Thee by the Great Birth and the Ancient

Name and the Noble Origin whom Thou didst create for Thy-
self, chose for Thy Cause, selected for Thy will, and elected for
Thy good pleasure - he who standeth by Thy Command, is ab-
sent by Thy leave, is concealed within Thy veil, awaiteth Thy
promise, and seeketh forgiveness for Thy loved ones - by all
that Thou art in might and majesty and grandeur and beauty.
O my God! Grant unto me and unto all Thy servants from the
treasuries of Thy mercy that which befitteth the presence of
Thy grandeur and the majesty of Thy Self-Subsistence.

O God! Thou knowest that affairs have reached their ordained
severity. Show us his concealed countenance in these dark
nights, for verily Thou art God, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Appreciating. O God! I cannot reckon the praise due to Thy
Proof who standeth by Thy Command, nor the praise due to
any of his infallible signs, the completers of religion and guides
of all creation. O God! Through Thy bounty, praise them
with all Thy breathings, verses, favors and signs, by all that
Thou art in unity and might and glory. Forgive us through
their right, relieve us through their grace, cause us to die in
obedience to them after having recognized them, bring us to
life in their return, make us secure in their dominion, steadfast
in their rule during their absence, thankful for their bounties,
content with their decree, patient under their trials, mindful
of their traditions, following their traces, and keeping their se-
crets - through Thy favor and bounty, O my God and God
of my forefathers: Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan, Husayn,
Ali, Muhammad, Ja’'far, Musa, Ali, Muhammad, Ali, Hasan
and the Proof, the Qa’im - God’s blessings be upon them and
upon their cherubic followers.

And may Thy unity, the settings of Thy sanctification, the
signs of Thy praise, the tokens of Thy glorification, and the
proofs of Thy transcendence be through all that Thou art in
splendor and praise and cloud and radiance and decree and
change and execution. Verily Thou art God, Lord of creation.
Nothing in the heavens or earth is too great for Thee. Thou
art God, the Most High, the Most Exalted. Glory be to God,
Lord of the Throne, above what they describe. Peace be upon
the Messengers. And praise be to God, Lord of the worlds.
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Ziyarat
Date: 1262 ? [1845-1846]

I bear witness that there is no God but God, alone without
partner, even as His Essence hath testified unto His Essence
that there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Wise. And
I bear witness that Muhammad is Thy servant whom Thou
didst choose for Thyself, and didst fashion for Thy Cause, and
didst select for Thy good pleasure, and didst make him to
stand in Thy stead in both initiation and response, for Thine
Essence transcendeth all description of substance, and Thy Re-
ality surpasseth all material knowledge. Verily Thou art God,
the Mighty, the Bestower.

Peace be upon you, O essence and core of religion, ultimate
goal and reality of the Cause, fruit and quintessence of creation,
secret and reality of invention, and the mercy of God and His
blessings.

O Family of Mercy and Letters of the Word! I cannot reckon
your praise nor can I comprehend the description of your power,
for all attributes fall short before the court of your nearness
and all descriptions are false before the might of your sanctified
being. If I say you are unity itself and the signs of abstraction,
I have only described my own state and testified to my heart’s
incapacity, for your reality ever transcends mention of names
and attributes, and your being has always surpassed reference
to similitudes and essences. Too glorious is the majesty of
your reality for me to indicate it through created attributes,
too lofty the elevation of your being for me to compare it to
existential descriptions.

I beseech God to raise me to the summit of detachment through
nearness to your countenance, to grant me perpetual connec-
tion to your service, engagement in what draws me closer to
you, contentment with what descends from the clouds of your
power, certitude in what God has revealed in the Qur’an con-
cerning your station, acceptance of what the transmitters of
your traditions have spoken about you, drawing near to your
friends and dissociating from your enemies - those who would
deceive God and His chosen ones, and from what God has
decreed concerning them.

I call God, His angels, His Prophets and His Messengers to
witness that when you will, the Will manifests by God’s leave
among all wills, when you intend, intention dissolves into its
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goals, when you determine, things are determined in the king-
dom of names and attributes. No decree is established except
through your sanction, no erasure occurs except through your
alteration. So glory be to God your Creator! None knows your
measure for it is God’s measure, nor your station for it is God’s
station. None can encompass your description for it is God’s
description, nor your attributes for they are God’s attributes.
Glory be to God your Fashioner! Whoever knows His oneness
bows before your countenance, whoever recognizes Him sub-
mits at your gate, whoever stands firm upon His holy carpet
humbles himself before your command, whoever acknowledges
His justice and grace bears witness to your deed.

For those sheltered beneath the dark shadows of Paradise and
those reclining upon whitened thrones in the gardens of Par-
adise, when they reached the depths of majestic justice and
drank from the spring of pure water and became detached
unto the nearness of beauty’s countenance, they bore witness
through you to the praise of your power, even as the angels
and those possessed of knowledge among God’s servants bore
witness to Him in the primal scene. Glory be to God! None
knows what He has bestowed upon you save Him, none can
describe you save Him. Here I stand in this station bearing
witness to what God has ordained concerning you of the signs
of power and divinity and unity and might and grandeur and
sovereignty and glory and dominion, and that which none save
Him can encompass in knowledge.

I seek forgiveness of God, my Lord and your Lord, for my
shortcomings in knowing you and my soul’s remoteness from
the nearness of your presence, and for what your knowledge
encompasses of my transgressions which none knows save you
and none can alter save you. I turn unto God in repentance
from my existence and what I have acquired before you, certain
that after my confession of incapacity I shall not be questioned
about any sin.

Therefore I say: Glory be to God, Lord of the Throne, above
what they describe! Peace be upon the Messengers! Praise be
to God, Lord of the worlds!
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BB00341
Du’a Tawassul
Date: 1262 ? [1845-1846]
In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion- . 3
p = o

ate

Praise be to God Who sends down whatsoever He willeth by
His command. Glorified and exalted is He above what they
describe.

O my God! How can I praise Thee, knowing that all are cut off
from knowing Thee? And how can I not call upon Thee when
my heart finds no rest save in Thy remembrance? 1 testify
that Thou art God, the Beloved, Whom nothing can know and
none can find a way unto, for Thy Essence is the Camphor-like
Reality which by its very nature severs all substances from
expression, and Thy Being is the Simple Reality which by its
very nature prevents all material things from knowing Thee.

Glorified art Thou! Having realized there is no way for me
to reach Thee, I turn to Thee through Muhammad and the
Family of Muhammad, the loci of Thy knowledge, the seats of
Thy grace, the signs of Thy oneness, and the manifestations
of Thy mercy. O God! By their right in Thy Book and their
station in Thy knowledge, I beseech Thee to bless them with
all Thy revelations, breezes, manifestations and stations which
know no cessation, and to fulfill this need of mine now, now,
now! For hope has been cut off from all else besides Thee, and
necessity has reached the ultimate degree of impossibility.

Thou art my Lord, my God, my Master, my Protector and
my Trust. If Thou dost not have mercy upon me, who will
have mercy upon me? And if Thou dost not answer me, who
will answer me? O God! I adjure Thee by the countenance of
Thy Being and the glory of Thy might to make all that is in
Thy knowledge the means of fulfilling this need, and to grant
it to me without my experiencing any sorrow in Thy path or
fear from Thy enemies. Thou, O my God, art powerful and
all-knowing. Nothing can frustrate Thy power; nothing exists
except through Thy Will, the design of Thy Purpose, the limits
of Thy decree, and the execution of Thy judgment. Thou hast
not ordained in the realms of creation anything less than this.
Thou encompasseth all things. When Thou willest something,
nothing in Thy dominion can prevent it, and in that instant it
exists before Thee.
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How can I be patient, O my God, when Thou knowest my
condition? How can I cry out, O my Master, when Thou hast
power over all things? How can I fear Thy justice when I
hope in Thy grace? How can I not hope for Thy good-pleasure
when I know that Thou hast both beginnings and endings?
And how can I not be certain of the fulfillment of my need
when I have sought the intercession with Thee of Muhammad
and his Family? Far, far be it that such should be my thought
of Thee! This was never known of Thy grace and way.

I am certain that whoever relies upon them, Thou art sufficient
for him; whoever holds fast to their cord, Thou art his support;
whoever takes refuge in their presence, Thou art his shelter;
and whoever beseeches through them, Thou art his answerer.
Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! Praise be to Thee -
praise radiant, brilliant, sanctified and exalted above the praise
of all else - for having taught me the path of Thy love, inspired
me to seek the mediation of the loci of Thy Will, to rely upon
the dwellings of Thy blessings, and to hold fast to the cord of
the seats of Thy grandeur.

O joy unto me, then joy unto me, for I am content with Thee
in all Thy doings! Make my state before Thee like one who has
no will when Thy Will is manifested, lest I love to hasten what
Thou hast delayed or delay what Thou hast hastened. Rather,
let my private and public self be like a corpse in the hands of
the washer before the vast ocean of Thy decree and destiny.

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! How great is Thy
beneficence and how magnificent Thy favors! I see no portion
for myself except in my inability to offer Thee thanks and my
confession of falling short in praising Thee adequately. Glory
be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! I confess before Thee what
I deserve, seek Thy forgiveness, turn unto Thee in repentance,
and ask of Thy generosity as Thou art worthy, for Thou art
the Lord of righteousness and forgiveness. Glorified be God,
the Lord of the Throne, above what they describe! Peace be
upon the Messengers, and praise be to God, the Lord of all
worlds!

HURQ.BB37
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Date: 1262 [18/5-1846]

In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

O God! Thou art God, Creator of the heavens and earth. Thou
createst whatsoever Thou willest by Thy command and exal-
test whomsoever Thou willest by Thy wisdom. There is no
God but Thee, my God and the God of all things. Glorified
art Thou! Exalted and sanctified is Thy Countenance and Be-
ing from having the highest essences of material things ascend
unto it, and elevated is the Face of Thy Identity from having
the loftiest manifestations of essential realities rise up to it. For
Thou hast ever been and wilt ever be. Verily Thou art even as
Thou wert in the beginning that hath no beginning. Nothing
throughout eternal manifestation shall ever know Thee, and
no spirit throughout endless ages shall ever worship Thee.

For the Countenance of Thy Self transcendeth all possible
things, and Thy Being surpasseth all existent things. Forever
hath there been no description for Thee save the face of Thine
Identity in the mystery of Thy Presence, and forever shall there
be no attribute for Thee save the face of Thy Being in the
presence of Thy Manifestation. If I say “Thou art He,” in that
moment the Countenance of the Divine Realm is revealed in
the depths of the signs of dominion and kingdom, that Thou
art God, Lord of might and power. And if I say “He is Thou,”
in that moment the face of Thy revelation speaketh forth in
the presence of unity that there is no God but Him, Lord of
the Command in the inmost mysteries of the Divine Realm
and Creator of creation in the depths of the signs of geometry
and the verses of command in the Countenance of Power.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art
He Who hath made Thyself known to all things through them-
selves and Thy command through Thy creation. Thou hast
revealed Thyself to all things through the countenance of Thy
origination and presence of Thine invention, that those who
are perplexed might be confounded by the revelations of the
signs of the depths of the ocean of Thy oneness, and those who
are radiant might shine forth through the breaths of the signs
of the surging sea of Thy mercy. None doubteth the Divine
Countenance revealed within himself, nor the Presence of the
Fternal that severeth all from description of It.
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O my God! Grant me complete detachment unto the court
of Thy nearness, and the mystery of attraction through union
unto the station of the revelation of Thy presence, and the light
of joy unto the station of the light of Thy countenance, and
the ultimate invention unto the manifestation of the sanctity of
Thy power, that I might be a knower of Thee, standing before
the Most Glorious Light, praising Thee, turning away from all
else save Thee, occupied with Thy glorification and speaking
in thankfulness for Thy favors, such that I might not dwell
in any condition save through nearness to Thy presence, inti-
macy with Thy countenance, the beauty of Thine essence, the
majesty of Thine identity, the splendor of Thine eternity, the
praise of Thy power, the station of Thy Self and the sovereignty
of Thy Being. May I not witness in the countenance of es-
sential realities aught save the revelation of Thy presence of
origination, nor in the depths of material things aught save
the manifestation of the countenance of Thine invention. May
I not see all multiplicities in every condition save as in that
Day wherein nothing mentioned existed. Thou, O my God,
hast made known to all Thy oneness and established all in the
path of Thy Lordship, and chosen for them the signs of Thy
might and stations of Thy sovereignty, that the existence of
multiplicities might not distract them from Thy countenance,
nor the mention of non-existent things from Thy presence.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou, O my God! How sweet
in my heart is Thy remembrance, and I have no portion save
through the manifestation of Thy attraction unto the court of
Thy grandeur.
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Date: 1262 [1845-1846]

In the Name of the Most High, the Most Great

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth in a
perspicuous Book. He it is Who vindicateth the truth through
His verses, though the idolaters be averse. We have indeed
favored thee with what thou hast mentioned in the Book, that
thou mightest remove thy sandals, for thou art in the sacred
valley, and We are indeed witnesses. We have indeed known

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

il o 4ncy
5 CB G L W Y gl Ol
3OS A o5 )y el ) 52 e
Lo S o SR G 055 L STl 3
.\B} QJWUAL\} uﬂ.,\il\ :\)\é&\
yd,w\ggou&,gy@uuc
D58 i 6 dald) 18 e daiz 01

91



ot

Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846)

BB00473

what hath proceeded from thy hands - verses of the Kitabu’l-
‘Adl. God willing, He will preserve it from the deeds of the
ignorant. He is the Forgiving, the Appreciative.

Say: To him whom God hath made his hands to be out-
stretched in the Book, let him write unto Him as We have
sent down in the Book - clear verses from Our presence for
people who understand. Say: Fear God and deprive not thy-
self of thy portion in this worldly life, for We this day are not
able to judge, and God is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

We have indeed known what thou hast discovered regarding
the laws of the letters of the Qur’an, and We have expounded
therein that which none before this could encompass in knowl-
edge. As to those who ask about the verses of their Book, say:
Be patient, for what We do is better for your souls than what
ye knew not. Fear God in these days lest sedition arise around
Us, and say unto the believers: Peace, peace.

We have indeed fulfilled in the Book what We promised before
concerning John, and he is indeed among God’s near-servants,
witnessed before Us. Empty thy heart, O thou trusted one, of
what We commanded thee before, and look upon what hath
been sent down in the Kitabu’l-‘Adl. God willing, He will
empty thy heart through His wisdom, and unto our Lord shall
we return.

And if thou hast decided concerning what We decide for thee
in the Book of the non-Arabs, then mention some of what We
related on that night before God, and admonish the people, for
it is indeed a decree from One possessed of severe might. Trust
in God, O concourse, then be in God’s religion like the apostles
before, for We are indeed witnesses this day. Unto God do I
complain of what Thou knowest in my secret thoughts, and I
am indeed the Forgiving, the Wise.
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BB00503

Date: 1262 (Shiraz) [1845-1846]

In the Name of the Most High, the Most Great

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the Command in this
time according to an established decree. That which was de-
tailed unto Us hath indeed been sent down today, and We are
witnesses unto all. Verily in the morning We sent down an
epistle unto him who previously confirmed thy Lord’s Cause,
saying: Stand firm in that land and reform the deeds of those
who spread corruption therein while claiming “We are the re-
formers.”

As for what My friend Yahya desired - and thou art all people
- God knoweth that I would love that, were God to will it and
permit Me. But God doeth what He willeth by His command,
and there is no God but He, the All-Powerful, the Mighty. Say:
Fear ye God and despair not of God’s grace, and make these
verses the measure, then learn the Qur’an, and place your trust
in God that ye may obtain mercy.

And regarding this man’s matter, I beseech God of His grace
to make firm his heart when He shows him. Say: O Yahya,
recite unto him what God hath permitted thee and kindle him
with thy Lord’s fire, and fear not, for truly the Messengers fear
not before Me. But fear God lest thou cause him temptation
by speaking of these things. And if thou seest no good in him,
turn away from him and trust in God and say: “God sufficeth
me, there is no God but He; in Him do I trust and in Him let
the believers place their trust.” Say unto him who came and
his companion: Trust ye in God and speak not of any matter,
for the people were sanctified.
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Study guide to this volume

This volume gathers the second tier of writings the Bab composed during the closing months of
His residence in Shiraz, in the year following the Declaration. The two great commentaries on
the letter Ha’ anchor the volume; around them gather letters of doctrinal exposition, prayers of
confession and intercession, visitation tablets, and brief pastoral epistles dispatched to scattered
believers. The mood of these texts is at once intensely metaphysical and intensely practical. Within
a single page the Bab moves from the geometry of pre-eternity to instructions about how a copyist
should prepare his body before transcribing a tablet. The believer is being formed simultaneously
as a metaphysician, a worshipper, a teacher, and a witness. The chapter that follows traces the
principal themes through which that formation takes place.

Letters, Names, and the Architecture of Creation

The two commentaries on Ha’ (BB00021 and BB00029) are companion meditations: the first treats
the outer face of the letter, the second its hidden mystery. Both insist that creation is structured
like a script, with letters as the elementary units of divine self-disclosure. The letter Ha’ is read as
the meeting-point of unity and multiplicity; the letter Kaf, in the Letter to Mulla Ahmad Mu’allim
Hisari (BB00644), becomes the revolving Will through which God brings forth being from nothing.
To learn the alphabet, in this reading, is to begin to learn cosmology.

Key Passages

And since every letter of Thy Book hath, in the path of knowledge, infinite outer and
inner meanings, I indicate with a drop that which overflows from the ocean of the elixir
through what God hath graciously bestowed upon me. — BB00021

Know that the letter “Ha” is the fifth rank of the manifestations of divine unity and
the conditions of abstraction, and it is the letter of unity in the heart. And when it
revolved in the four temples through the four witnessings, the letter “Kaf” appeared,
which is the first word of the Command whereby all things were established. —
BB00021

He hath created the Will from naught through the existence of contingent things, then
Purpose for the determination of essential realities, then Destiny for the geometry of
material things, then Decree for the judgment of origination in beings, then Term for the
limits of quiddities, then Permission for the manifestation of universals and particulars
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in the world of names and attributes, then the Book to encompass all that His knowledge
hath encompassed in the realm of possibility. — BB00029

Know thou that the Kaf is the appearance of the effulgences of the Ha in the grades of
the oneness of Essence, of attributes, of acts, and of worship. In every state it turneth
upon itself and draweth sustenance from itself by itself — not from aught else. —
BB00644

Context for Study

The Bab’s letter-mysticism stands at the confluence of several streams. From the Qur’anic “dis-
joined letters” (huruf muqatta’ah) that open certain Surahs, through al-Hallaj’s enigmatic “I am
the dot beneath the Ba,” through Ibn al-’ Arabi’s science of letters and the Shaykhi school of Shaykh
Ahmad al-Ahsa’i and Siyyid Kazim Rashti, an Islamic tradition of reading creation as alphabet
had been maturing for a thousand years. Kabbalah pursues a parallel in the Hebrew tradition: the
letters of the Torah are understood as the very stuff from which the worlds were spoken. In the
Greek Christian inheritance, the Logos of John 1 and the Stoic doctrine of the seminal reasons
play a kindred role. What is distinctive in these tablets is the seven-stage articulation of divine
action — Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term, Book — by which the Bab orders the
descent of the Cause from its origin to its inscription. The reader is given an ontology that is also
a grammar.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why might the Bab choose a single letter, rather than a doctrine or a narrative, as the fulcrum
of His most extended metaphysical writings?

2. How do the seven stages of divine action (Will, Purpose, Destiny, Decree, Permission, Term,
Book) compare with classical accounts of emanation in Neoplatonism, the Sefirot of Kabbalah,
or the Christian theology of creation through the Logos?

3. What does it mean for the Kaf to “revolve upon itself” and to receive its aid from no source
beyond itself? How does this differ from a pantheistic identification of creature and Creator?

4. In what sense is the letter Ha’ described as “the letter of unity in the heart”? What pedagog-
ical work is being done by locating cosmology in the alphabet?

The God Beyond Description: Negative Theology and the Critique
of Philosophy

Throughout the two Tafsirs and the prayers that punctuate them, the Bab pushes the doctrine
of divine transcendence to its furthest reach. The Essence of God is severed from substance and
accident, untouched by relation, untouched even by knowledge. Philosophical attempts to bridge
that abyss — through fixed archetypes (a’yan thabitah), through the unity of existence (wahdat
al-wujud), through a doctrine of causal connection between Essence and creation — are reviewed
and rejected. What rises in their place is a sober apophasis: God is known by His signs, never by
His Self.
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Key Passages

O my God! How can I praise Thy praise or speak before the presence of Thy grandeur?
Thou hast ever been, without the description of aught, and wilt ever exist, without
the attribute of aught. None shall ever know Thee as Thou art, and naught shall ever
describe Thee as Thou deservest, for Thy very Essence cutteth off all substances from
expression, and Thy very Being preventeth all realities from knowing Thee.— BB00021

Whoso maintaineth that the Divine Essence was the cause of creation hath unknowingly
associated partners with his Lord, for as He is, He cannot be associated with anything,
nor doth anything exist with Him. — BB00021

And since the minds of the followers of Mulla Sadra were confounded, and the feet of
some divine philosophers faltered in explaining this station, I shall indicate through
wisdom’s proof the reality of this supreme creation: God hath ever been, and there was
naught else besides Him. And now God is even as He was; nothing existeth at His level.
— BB00021

Glory be to God above what they who liken Him to creation have falsely claimed about
the unity of existence! God witnesseth no word more remote than their saying, for
mention of the non-existent is subsidiary to the existent. — BB00021

Context for Study

The polemical targets in this section are precisely named: Mulla Sadra and the Akbarian school
of Ibn al-’Arabi. Mulla Sadra’s transcendent wisdom (al-hikmat al-muta’aliyah) had become the
dominant philosophical idiom of Safavid and Qajar Iran, with its doctrine of the gradation of being
and the soul’s substantial motion. The Akbarian doctrine of wahdat al-wujud, mediated through
Persian commentators like Da’ud al-Qaysari, had shaped Sufi devotion across the eastern Islamic
world. The Bab does not dismiss these schools wholesale — He shares their vocabulary and many
of their starting points — yet He charges them with a subtle polytheism whenever they allow
the Essence itself to enter the chain of being or knowing. Western parallels suggest themselves.
Maimonides, in the Guide of the Perplexed, insists that all positive attributes ascribed to God
are equivocal. Pseudo-Dionysius and the apophatic Christian tradition arrive at similar reticence:
God is super-essential, beyond being and beyond names. Where the Bab differs from much of
that tradition is in His insistence that the doctrine of unknowability is itself a remedy for spiritual
disease. The philosopher who imagines he has known God has, at that very instant, made a god
in his own image.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab’s apophatic theology resemble, and how does it differ from, the negative
theology of Maimonides, Pseudo-Dionysius, or Meister Eckhart?

2. Why is the claim that the Divine Essence is the cause of creation called, by the Bab, a hidden
form of polytheism?
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3. In what specific ways does the Bab’s critique target the Akbarian doctrine of the unity of
existence? Can one read Ibn al-’Arabi sympathetically while still hearing the Bab’s warning?

4. What is the spiritual danger of a philosophy that outruns reverence? Where in modern
thought might that danger reappear?

Servitude as the Highest Station

The same writings that bar the servant from any knowledge of God’s Essence open, with aston-
ishing intimacy, the path of servitude. The Bab returns repeatedly to the Shi’i sacred tradition
of nawafil (supererogatory acts), in which God becomes the very faculties of the lover. Yet this
nearness is achieved only through the extinction of the self-asserting “1.” The prayer for Haji Isma’il
(BB00121) and the great confessional passages of the second Tafsir (BB00029) chart this descent
into nothingness; the more the worshipper draws near, the more keenly he feels the impropriety of
his own existence before God’s presence.

Key Passages

Indeed, were the servant to remain steadfast in this condition, the attributes of divine
lordship would flow through him, even as revealed in the sacred tradition: “My servant
draweth nigh unto Me through supererogatory acts until I love him; and when I love
him, I become the ear wherewith he heareth, and the eye wherewith he seeth, and the
hand wherewith he graspeth.” — BB00021

Alas, alas! How can I say “I,” when this is the greatest sin and the most ancient
transgression, which no sin in Thy knowledge can equal, nor can any error in Thy Book
compare with it in rank, for it springeth from the tree of self, speaking “I” in Thy
presence. — BB00029

I yearned for Thy unity, yet by that very yearning I recalled my own self in the presence
of Thy wrath; I desired to worship Thee, and thereby I set my soul before Thy might; I
sought to remember Thee, and my remembrance proved but a remembrance of myself,
veiling me from Thy Countenance. — BB00121

Verily the servant attaineth not perfection in the station of servitude until he feareth not
the people and seeth all things, compared to God’s decree, as like unto the black of the
eye of a dead ant, and praise to him is God’s good pleasure and blame His displeasure.
— BB00029

Context for Study

The sacred tradition cited in BB00021 — the so-called hadith al-nawafil — is one of the most
beloved texts of Islamic mysticism, quoted by al-Ghazali, Ibn al-’Arabi, and the Shaykhi teachers
alike. The Bab reads it through a doctrine close to the Sufi notion of fana’ (annihilation) and to
the Shi’i theology of servitude as a substance whose essence is Lordship (al-’'ubudiyyatu jawharatun
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kunhuha al-rububiyyah). The annihilation is moral and metaphysical at once. The seeker stops
claiming his own “I” as if it were a possession; in that very renunciation, he becomes a mirror
in which the divine acts are reflected. Christian readers will hear the kenosis of Philippians 2
and the Pauline “not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20); Jewish readers may recall the
rabbinic teaching of bittul ha-yesh, the nullification of selfhood before God. The novelty of the
Bab’s expression lies in His insistence that even the mystic’s claim to have unified God is itself an
act of subtle self-assertion. The deepest praise is the confession that one cannot praise.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab interpret the sacred tradition that God becomes the servant’s ear, eye, and
hand without collapsing the distinction between creature and Creator?

2. Why is even the seeker’s act of worship called, in the prayer for Haji Isma’il, a kind of
self-veiling? What spiritual discipline does this perception cultivate?

3. Compare the Bab’s account of “I-ness” as the original sin with Sufi fana’, Pauline kenosis,
and the rabbinic teaching of bittul ha-yesh.

4. What does it mean, practically, for the servant to “fear not the people” and to see all created
glory “as the black of the eye of a dead ant”?

5. How does servitude, in this volume, become simultaneously a moral discipline and a theolog-
ical method?

The Inimitable Word: Revelation as Self-Authentication

A second great theme of this volume is the inimitability (i’jaz) of the Bab’s own discourse. He
challenges the learned — and through them, the entire community of believers — to produce
verses, prayers, or sermons resembling what flows from His pen. The argument turns on a sober
claim: had He spoken without God’s leave, God would have raised up another to silence Him.
Since none has done so, the proof is established. The Bab here reactivates the Qur’anic challenge
of tahaddi (“bring forth a Surah like it”), applying it now to the Bayan and to the still-circulating
Kitabu’l-’Adl, the Book of Justice.

Key Passages

Strange it is that people of understanding should imagine that that which can proceed
from none save by God’s command could be attained through extreme asceticism, the
attractions of possibility, power of memory, or study of revealed books. = — BB00029

None can utter a word concerning it unless he wisheth to deny his Lord, for one who
speaketh a word which all on earth combined could not produce the like thereof — this
is not the creation of creatures but rather the creation of God. — BB00029

For I swear by thy life, I have not read a single letter of that outward knowledge, nor do
I know today a single rule from the principles of the people of the Bayan. I possessed
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no books of learning beforehand from which to memorize words, nor had I any means
to this bestowal from the All-Merciful save through God’s grace and bounty. —
BB00029

When God knew that Satan would whisper in the hearts of His friends to rise against
His trustees, God granted me what He had given to no one before: The Book of Justice,
wherein are detailed verses of decisive proof such that should all humans and jinn
gather to produce the like of a single verse thereof, they would be unable, even if they
all assisted one another. — BB00073

Context for Study

The doctrine of i’jaz al-Qur’an, developed by classical theologians such as al-Bagillani and al-Jurjani,
had long held that the Qur’an’s inimitable eloquence was the principal miracle of Muhammad. The
Bab daringly extends that argument to His own writings: a young merchant of Shiraz, untutored in
formal logic, jurisprudence, or grammar, produces in six hours a thousand verses of polished Arabic.
The signature of authorship, He insists, is no less divine than the signature on the Qur’an itself.
Christian readers may recall the related claim of the Gospels concerning Jesus’ authority: “He spake
as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Matthew 7:29). Greek philosophical aesthetics,
from Longinus on the sublime through Kant on the dynamical sublime, has long recognized that
certain utterances arrest the soul by a power that exceeds craft. The Bab’s claim is theological
rather than aesthetic: the trembling that overtakes the reader of His verses is the proof that “the
handiwork of the Lord cannot be confused with the work of creation.” Whether one accepts the
claim depends, He insists, on whether one is willing to read with the eye of fairness.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab’s argument from inimitability extend, and how does it depart from, the
classical Islamic doctrine of i’jaz al-Qur’an?

2. Why does the Bab emphasize His own lack of formal training? What does this autobiograph-
ical claim contribute to the argument?

3. How might a modern reader — formed by the historical-critical study of scripture — evaluate
a claim that divine speech is self-authenticating?

4. What is the difference between the aesthetic “sublime” as discussed by Longinus or Kant and
the religious “inimitability” as discussed by the Bab?

5. Why might the Bab consider speed and abundance of composition — a thousand verses in
six hours — relevant to the question of revelation’s origin?

The Hidden Manifestation and the Trial of the Faithful

A series of remarkable passages in BB00021 and BB00073 prepares the reader for a paradox that
will mark the entire Babi-Baha’i revelation: the Manifestation appears in a form designed to test,
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and even to scandalize, expectation. The Cause is manifested “among the non-Arabs.” The Proof
appears as a young Persian merchant under house arrest rather than as a sword-bearing conqueror.
The believer’s task is to recognize the Sun precisely when, by the inherited categories of expectation,
it should not be there. The prophetic traditions about the trial of glass and pottery, cited at length,
give the doctrine its sharp eschatological edge.

Key Passages

And God, glorified be He, through His subtle craftsmanship and His mighty favor, has
manifested the mystery of that hidden pillar among the non-Arabs, lest it be difficult for
anyone to acknowledge Him and His Cause, that He is the servant of God, confirming
what was in the Book and the Tradition, even letter by letter. — BB00021

According to what has been revealed in the traditions from the mines of mysteries,
during the Occultation of the Proof (peace be upon him) there must needs be a dark,
blind, deaf and hellish test, so that those created from the clay of light may be purified
and those not of that clay may be condemned by the decree of the wicked.— BB00021

I have claimed neither authority nor its opposite, neither revelation nor the Qur’an. I
have not opposed the Law by a single letter, nor have I broken any of it. Rather, these
verses are a blessing from my Lord. — BB00073

By Him in whose hand is my soul, if God were to subject all the kingdom of this world
to me, it would not equal a single letter of these verses, nor a word glorifying before
the Divine Majesty. The highest stations of this world are to me but like the wing of a
dead gnat. — BB00073

Context for Study

The motif of the Hidden Manifestation has deep roots in Twelver Shi’i eschatology. The Twelfth
Imam, expected to return as the Qa’im, had been in occultation since 941 CE. A vast literature
of traditions described the trials of the believers during the long Ghaybah: hearts would harden,
religion would be reduced to a name, and the faithful would be “sifted as darnel is sifted from wheat.”
The Bab places His own appearance precisely within this expected pattern, while transposing it onto
a wider frame: the Hidden One appears as a Persian rather than an Arab, a merchant rather than
a warrior, a youth rather than an aged sage, so that recognition itself becomes the trial. Christian
parallels are striking. The Gospels narrate Jesus’ rejection at Nazareth precisely because His
neighbors knew Him too well to see Him (Mark 6:1-6). Paul writes that the Cross is “a stumbling-
block to the Jews, and to the Greeks foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1:23). In the Hebrew Bible, the
prophets are repeatedly persecuted by those who claim to honor the prophets of the past (Matthew
23:29-31). The Bab’s tablets in this volume both predict and pre-interpret the persecutions that
would soon overtake His followers: glass shattered cannot be restored, and pottery shattered, once
broken, can never be remade as it was.
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Questions for Reflection

1. Why is the appearance of the Hidden Manifestation framed as a test, rather than as a self-
evident demonstration?

2. How do the traditions about the sifting of believers, cited in BB00021, function as a hermeneu-
tic of the believer’s own experience of doubt and trial?

3. Compare the motif of the rejected prophet in Mark 6, the “stumbling-block” of 1 Corinthians
1, and the Bab’s account of His appearance “among the non-Arabs.”

4. What is the spiritual significance of the Bab’s repeated insistence that He has “not opposed
the Law by a single letter”? How might this self-presentation have shaped early Babi piety?

5. How does the Bab’s evaluation of worldly power — the “wing of a dead gnat” — reframe the
question of what success and failure mean in a prophetic mission?

Visitation, Intercession, and the Sanctified Community

The visitation tablet (BB00113), the prayer for the Hidden Imam (BB00320), the Ziyarat
(BB00337), and the Du’a Tawassul (BB00341) together translate the metaphysics of the volume
into a sacramental world. The believer approaches the shrine with body and heart purified, mounts
the praise of the chosen ones, and asks that they intercede with God. The Imams, the gates, and
— by clear implication — the Bab’s own community are addressed as channels through whom
the worlds are sustained, the rain descends, the earth gives forth its plants, and the believers’
devotions ascend.

Key Passages

When thou desirest to bestow beneficence upon the servants of the All-Merciful through
the Word of exposition, then before thou manifestest what is within thy being to outward
view, purify thy outer self such that no excess hair remaineth upon thy face, and thy
inner self such that thy heart remaineth unattached to any of thine affairs therein. —
BB00113

Peace be upon you, O ye whom God hath created to preserve His revelation, manifest
His Word, exalt His glory and His hidden grace, and the mercy of God and His blessings!
— BB00113

The deeds of those who act without obedience to you shall profit them not, for God
has made obedience to you identical with obedience to the Imams who are guided
by His command. He has joined the knowledge of you with knowledge of them, and
disobedience to you with disobedience to them. — BB00113

Glorified art Thou! Having realized there is no way for me to reach Thee, I turn to
Thee through Muhammad and the Family of Muhammad, the loci of Thy knowledge,
the seats of Thy grace, the signs of Thy oneness, and the manifestations of Thy mercy.
— BB00341
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Context for Study

Ziyarat (visitation) is one of the most distinctive features of Twelver Shi’i piety. Pilgrims travel
to Najaf, Karbala, Mashhad, and Samarra to address the Imams in the second person, to seek
their intercession, and to receive blessing. The standard tablets such as the Ziyarat ‘Ashura’ and
the Ziyarat al-Jami’ah al-Kabirah (composed by the tenth Imam, ‘Ali al-Hadi) provided liturgical
models that resound through BB00113 and BB00337. The Bab takes this devotional grammar and
extends it: His addressees now reach beyond the Imams of the past to include “the Letters of the
Word,” a phrase that for early Babis would soon designate the Letters of the Living. The instruction
to remove excess hair, perform ablutions, don the finest raiment, walk with tranquility, and stand
silent until the soul returns is a complete somatic theology. Comparable practices are everywhere in
religious history: the Levitical preparations for entering the Tent of Meeting in Exodus 30, the foot-
washing of John 13, the ritual purifications of Shinto, the prostrations of Tibetan pilgrimage. What
this volume contributes is the integration of such practices with the most demanding apophatic
theology: the very God who cannot be named is approached through these intensely embodied acts.
Baha’i readers will recognize, in nascent form, the devotional structure of pilgrimage to the Shrines
of the Bab and Baha’u’llah.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the visitation tablet integrate apophatic theology (a God beyond all description)
with intensely embodied practice (washing, perfuming, walking, prostrating)?

2. In what sense are the chosen ones described as “the Way and the Guide” through whom even
the rains descend? How does this language compare with Christian language of mediation
(“no one cometh unto the Father, but by me”) or Jewish notions of the merit of the patriarchs?

3. Why does the Bab insist that disobedience to “you” (the visited ones) is disobedience to the
Imams of God’s command? What is the logic of this joined obedience?

4. How might pilgrimage and visitation be understood as forms of theology, alongside texts and
arguments?

5. What does it mean, in modern Baha’i practice, to inherit a devotional vocabulary forged
within the visitation tradition of Shi’i Islam?

Forming a Community: Books, Teachers, and Pastoral Wisdom

Alongside its metaphysical heights, this volume is also the record of a religion being organized.
The Bab identifies which writings should be possessed; insists they be transcribed with the finest
calligraphy; counsels prudence in teaching; warns against rejoicing at the confirmation of any soul or
grieving at the denial of another; and dispatches greetings and instructions to particular believers
by name. The brief letters (BB00477, BB00585, BB00548, BB00473, BB00503) read almost as
community circulars. The Cause is being woven into the fabric of daily Shi’i life through texts,
persons, journeys, and gestures of mutual recognition.
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Key Passages

O inquirer! If you are among the people of justice, it is incumbent upon you to pos-
sess the Book of Justice and the Commentary on Kawthar, both written in the finest
calligraphy and craftsmanship. No one is permitted other than excellent workmanship
therein, and God knows all that people know. — BB00073

Yet I counsel thee: rejoice not at the confirmation of any from among the people of
perfection, nor be grieved at the denial of any from among the people of idle talk. We
have known the way of all: whoso willeth, let him believe; and whoso willeth, let him
disbelieve. — BB00644

Say: O Yahya, recite unto him what God hath permitted thee and kindle him with thy
Lord’s fire, and fear not, for truly the Messengers fear not before Me. But fear God lest
thou cause him temptation by speaking of these things. And if thou seest no good in
him, turn away from him and trust in God. — BB00503

It is incumbent upon thee and upon all who follow Me to visit the Imams of Justice —
there is from Me a right — then the resting-place of Kazim, peace be upon him, so long
as the Sun of creation riseth by creation and the sun of invention setteth by invention.
— BB00644

Context for Study

A canon is forming. The Bab names His own writings as the measure by which all other discourse
should be weighed — the Kitabu’l-’Adl, the Tafsir Surat al-Kawthar, the Tafsir Surat al-Bagarah.
He prescribes the standards of their material production: only the finest calligraphy is acceptable,
since beauty of script bears witness to the rank of what is inscribed. He directs believers to continue
visiting the Imams’ shrines and the tomb of Siyyid Kazim in Karbala, anchoring the new Cause
within the older sacred geography. He counsels Mulla Ahmad to practice taqgiyyah, the prudent
dissimulation that had long protected Shi’i communities under hostile rulers. He instructs Yahya
in the difficult art of teaching: “kindle him with thy Lord’s fire” if the seeker is receptive, “turn
away from him” if he is not, and in every case “fear God lest thou cause him temptation.” Christian
and Jewish histories show parallel processes. The Pauline epistles testify to a community being
formed through circulating letters and named messengers; the rabbinic responsa literature shapes
Jewish life through advice on particular cases. The Bab’s letters belong to that early stratum where
revelation, regulation, and pastoral care are still spoken in one voice.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why is the beauty of the calligraphy joined to the obligation to possess the principal texts?
What theology of writing does this presuppose?

2. How does the counsel “rejoice not at the confirmation of any ..nor be grieved at the denial
of any” redefine what success and failure mean for a teacher of the Cause?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 104



Vol. 10: The Bab: Middle Writings of the second period (Shiraz, April-August 1846) Appendix

3. Compare the Bab’s instructions to Yahya with the Pauline pastoral epistles or with the
rabbinic responsa tradition. What does it mean for a community to be formed by such
circulating letters?

4. How does the practice of tagiyyah relate to the call to kindle others with “thy Lord’s fire”?
Can prudence and boldness coexist in the same teacher?

5. Why does the Bab connect the formation of the new community to continued visitation of
the Imams’ shrines and the tomb of Siyyid Kazim?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

These middle Shiraz writings were composed by a young man under house arrest in His native
city, only a year after His first declaration to Mulla Husayn. The voice they carry moves with
extraordinary range — now ascending into the apophatic heights where Mulla Sadra and Ibn al-
"Arabi are gently corrected, now descending to instruct a believer how to walk with tranquility
toward a shrine, now consoling a particular soul who has dared to ask a question of his Lord. The
student is therefore invited to keep, throughout the reading, a single guiding question: How does the
Bab, in these months between His Declaration and His confinement at Mah-Ku, shape a community
whose metaphysics is identical with its prayer, whose canon is identical with its teaching, and whose
servitude is the very station from which divine speech proceeds?
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