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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work



Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 112

This 1893 volume shows Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry in its second year taking on a more definite pro-
file: not only consoling and exhorting, but actively consolidating, directing, and safeguarding the
community that had passed through the crisis following Baha’u’llah’s ascension. Again and again
the letters join spiritual interiority to communal discipline. Unity is a dominant keynote in items
such as AB05259 and AB05632, where the believers are called to become the instruments through
which estranged peoples are gathered into oneness, while steadfastness under trial is emphasized
in AB03765, AB05694, and AB06383. The repeated references to firmness in the Covenant, and
to the community’s need for wisdom, vigilance, and cohesion, suggest how quickly Abdu’l-Baha
was defining the practical and spiritual terms of post-ascension loyalty. That note becomes espe-
cially explicit in AB11643 and AB03454, where obedience, firmness in the Covenant and Testament,
and protection of the Cause from doubt and insinuation are presented as the very conditions of
preservation in a time of testing.

Among the most substantial individual items, AB11818 is particularly important for its elevated
anthropology. There Abdu’l-Baha describes man not merely as one being among others, but as
the “all-embracing reality” and animating spirit of the contingent world, so that true humanity
is defined by its harmony with the breaths of the Abha Kingdom rather than by mere natural
existence. The theologically adjacent AB01958 stands as a striking critique of inquiry confined to
matter, dismissing as vain the attempt to discover metaphysical truth while remaining imprisoned
within the sensory and animal planes. Taken together, these two items form a remarkably clear
early statement of a theme that would become central in Abdu’l-Baha’s teaching: the inadequacy of
reductionist knowledge and the necessity of a higher conception of the human reality. Closely related
are AB06250, which casts humanity as a diseased body curable only by divine love and recognition,
and AB04058, which opposes merely self-regarding “mystic philosophy” to an experiential, joyous,
and communicative spirituality.

Several other items give the volume historical texture. ABO0873 is especially noteworthy for its
concrete glimpse of external and internal pressure: it warns of intrigues against the Cause in Bombay
and urges vigilance against slander and insinuation, thereby offering an early documentary echo
of the climate of anxiety that would soon harden into more open opposition. AB02111 is also
important because it insists that teaching, though “the greatest service,” must be accompanied
by wisdom, a revealing indication that expansion alone was not enough and that Abdu’l-Baha
was already shaping a disciplined method of propagation. AB01839, meanwhile, is notable for its
practical ethical realism: it tempers the call to renunciation with counsel not to abandon one’s
business partner in hardship, showing how spiritual aspiration was to be governed by justice and
responsibility. As a whole, then, the volume is valuable not only for its devotional fervor, but
because it captures the early ministry of Abdu’l-Baha at the point where mystical anthropology,
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Covenantal consolidation, prudent teaching, and the first clear signs of organized opposition all
begin to converge.
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AB05632

AB05259

To: Karbala’t Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Najafabad
Date: 1893-Jan-14

O thou who art turned unto the Kingdom of Abha! This is
the time of oneness and unity, the season for the hearts to
show forth love and affection. The Holy Manifestations of God
stepped into the physical world from the horizon of creation
for the purpose of binding together all who dwell on earth, and
accepted the garment of human form, bearing all these tribu-
lations and trials in pursuit of this mighty goal and glorious
purpose. Now the beloved of God must rise from the horizon
of oneness in such wise that all who dwell on earth become
intoxicated from the wine of unity, become immersed in the
sea of oneness, and partake of the fruits from the garden of
detachment.

O beloved of God! Ye are the waves of one sea and the drops
of one cloud, illumined by the lights of one sun and brightened
by the rays of one supreme luminary. The Pure One sayeth:
Ye are all the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon the beloved of God.
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AB05632

To: Muhammad Bagir Ha’i, in Najafabad
Date: 1893-Jan-14

O thou spark ignited by the fire of divine love! Thou art re-
membered and renowned at all times, and art present in the
hearts of the divine friends. We have not forgotten thee for a
moment and shall never forget. The divine friends must man-
ifest such unity under the shade of the Word of Oneness that
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ABO06358

the fragrances of that unity and oneness will gather together
the different, opposing, conflicting and hostile nations of the
world at the banks of the divine sea of oneness. They must
remove the custom of estrangement from among the peoples of
the world so that they may be adorned with the beauty of one-
ness. Gather ye at the center of the circle of existence so that
ye may partake of the bounties of the praiseworthy station. In
any case, the friends of that land are mostly among the veter-
ans. God willing, they must kindle such a flame that it will set
ablaze all regions with the fire of the love of God. And glory
be upon thee and upon them and upon every penitent servant.
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AB06358

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Muharrir Ra’fat, in
Isfahan
Date: 1893-Jan-14

O believer in the Eternal Beauty and one assured of the man-
ifestation of the Everlasting Lord! Upon thee be the glory
of God from the Kingdom of Beauty. In the gardens of the
hearts of the friends, thy mention is present and evident like
a hundred-petaled rose in bloom. Therefore, raise thy hands
in supplication and need toward the court of the Peerless Lord
and offer prayers and praise, saying: “O Lord, O Creator!
Thou hast given this weak ant a place on the carpet of the
Solomon of the divine realm, guided this lost one to the shore
of the ocean of Thy oneness, quenched this thirsty one with the
Salsabil of bounty, brought this dead one to life with the spirit
of eternal life, illumined this dejected face, and burned away
these thick veils. Praise befitteth Thee and worship behooveth
me.” And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB06250

AB04764

To: Baha’is of Gilan
Date: 1893-Jan-15

O divine friends and O dawning-places of the lights of mystical
knowledge of the Beauty of the All-Mercifull At all times,
supplications and entreaties are being raised at the threshold of
the Lord that He may cause those birds of the gardens of unity
to soar in the holy atmosphere of detachment, and grant them a
nest and dwelling in the nest of steadfastness and firmness, and
enable them to succeed in the paradise of servitude according
to the requirements of true faith and mystical knowledge.

O ye who are intoxicated with the wine of divine favors and O
ye who are inebriated with the choice wine of the bounty of the
All-Merciful! This is the time of burning and attraction, and
the moment of surging and outpouring. The atoms of existence
are in motion and the drops of the sea of being are in waves
and blessing. And you who are the essence of the human world
must be vibrating and moving like the spirit in the body of con-
tingent being, so that this lifeless body may become alive and
this contingent world may become the dawning-place of the
lights of the worlds of the unconstrained. If you comprehend
the bounties of the Friend, I swear by the Ancient Beauty that
from the intensity of grace and glad-tidings, bodies will take
on the quality of spirit and hearts will become the dawning-
places of the lights of the All-Merciful. Blessed are ye through
this bounty whose effulgence hath encompassed the kingdom
of the heavens and the earth.
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AB06250

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Tabib, in Rasht
Date: 1893-Jan-15

O spiritual physician! The weak body of the world is afflicted
with a hundred thousand chronic, fatal diseases, and the ailing
existence of humanity is exposed to great dangers, restless and
suffering. If you were to prepare the antidote of the supreme
theriac, if you were to make the effort and save souls from
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AB05694

these beds of sickness - when you look carefully it becomes
evident that this severe malady has no cure except the love
of the True Physician, and these great symptoms and pains
have no remedy except the recognition of the Beauty of the All-
Merciful, and these dangerous wounds have no salve except the
character of the Beloved of all horizons. Therefore, O physician,
it is time for healing and treatment, it is time for bandages and
salves, until divine confirmation determines what will transpire.
And the spirit and glory be upon you and upon the loved ones
of God. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

26 Jamadiyu’th-Thani 1310
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AB05694

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Tabib, in Rasht
Date: 1893-Jan-16

O thou who art revived with the breezes of the love of God!
Make mention of the Remembrance of God and soar in the
atmosphere of Divine Recognition and Knowledge so that thy
soul may be invigorated and revived. At all times let His re-
membrance be thy companion and His mysteries thy confiding
hope.

Ere long thou shalt see all couched beneath a canopy of dust
and all this show of pomp and circumstance, all these riches
and honours even as “the scatterings of dust”!. But place all
thy attentions to the World Beyond, O thou bird that seeketh
the nest of Certitude and wing thy way across the limitless
ocean of divine knowledge.

Shouldst thou search for a beauty, seek the Beauty of the Ev-
erlasting One and should thou desire perfection turn towards
the acquisition of divine qualities and attributes so that from
the dawning place of this contingent existence thou mayest
blaze forth with honour and with infinite glory and from the
dayspring of this worldly condition thou mayest dazzle with
great brilliance.
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Blessed are the steadfast, blessed are those who are firm in the
Covenant and all glory and spirit be upon the beloved ones of
the All-Merciful in all conditions and in all circumstances.

27 Jamadiu’l-Thani 1310
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AB05769

To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid, in Shiraz
Date: 1893-Jan-19

O thou who art turned toward the All-Bountiful Beauty! If
thou wert to become aware of the endless favors of God that
encompass His friends and lovers of the All-Merciful, thou
wouldst bloom and smile like a hundred-petaled rose, becom-
ing enraptured with the countenance of the Beloved. From the
glad-tidings of this bounty thou wouldst take flight, becoming
intimate with the free spirits, and harmonious in thanksgiving
to the All-Bountiful Lord - for thou art immersed in such a
boundless ocean and immortalized in such a supreme paradise,
becoming refreshed from the fountain of greatest mercy and
gathering the fruits of supreme bounty from the tree of faith-
fulness. The Holy Spirit breathes the breath of confirmation
and the Faithful Spirit wafts like gentle breezes. The hosts of
the Supreme Concourse and the armies of angels of the Most
Glorious Kingdom arrive like waves of the seas. Therefore, O
true friends, gird up the loins of endeavor to serve the Cause
of God and exalt the Word of God, that ye may become the
manifestation of these favors and the dawning-place of this
assistance.

The Spirit and Glory be upon you, O loved ones of God and
His friends.

Oy Wl ) 5T ok Jlg g ol
Ozl 4 Obgs J ol & Oy,
&fjﬁv\oﬁ f Osr (Soo bl Sl
Oble sy vaill 5 655 Ol wia
b G Sls Sl o oot )l gt
Sle &am KA, s Le OBl
b bos i 53 8 635 Shees
FRERC sl (a0 e 50 5 S
o8 0l 5 st Ol oS oy tanter
ol may ey ele e U By
Bl O V) gy dede deb i
BB s el e s S pd
S e 2 2l O gl 2K
S A ) ez |y e S Olaly Oy
s Sl ) lie b s, ) 2K e

Slac &) s

45 5 Al oL L.;:’f— L @3‘;

INBA84:479

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5

1


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=301
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-89.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=482

V]

w

\V]

ot

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB01362

AB06383

To: Mirza Abbas Quli, in Shiraz
Date: 1893-Jan-19

O you who trust in the grace and providence of God! Endless
praise be to the Glorious Lord that His Sun of the heaven of
oneness has risen and shines from the highest horizon, and the
signs of His power are evident and manifest from the horizon of
creation like the sun. One of the signs of His oneness has been
the firmness and steadfastness of the loved ones of God in His
blessed Cause - they are as firm as mountains and as strong as
the iron barrier of Dhul-Qarnayn. They freely sacrifice their
lives in the path of the Beloved, and in the place of sacrifice
they soar like the birds of faithfulness with joy and delight.
They hasten to the altar of love with utmost eagerness and
drink the wine of self-sacrifice with supreme joy from the hand
of the cup-bearer of evanescence. Blessed is he who hastened
to the place of sacrifice seeking God’s good pleasure.
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AB01362

To: Abu’l-Qasim father of Muhammad Hasan Khayyat (Shiraz)

Date: 1893-Jan-22

He is the All-Glorious IR

Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Abbas is, at all times, remembered in the hearts
of these yearning souls, and renowned in the gathering of the
friends.

He is the All-Glorious

We remind Mirza Muhammad with the Most Wondrous, Most
Glorious greeting and magnify him with the remembrance of
the Beauty of God.

He is the All-Glorious
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We hope that through God’s grace Manuchehr will shine
brightly in the gathering of the mystics.

He is the All-Glorious

We hope that in the divine school Hurmuz will be engaged in
studying spiritual realities like Hermes.

He is the All-Glorious

We beseech the grace and favor of the Kind Lord that Sha-
pur may be like Shapur, dominant over the realms of divine
knowledge.

He is the All-Glorious

2 Through God’s grace, Rustam should be the mighty champion

and hero of the field.
He is the All-Glorious

May Haji Muhammad Ibrahim place his hope in the favor of
the Lord of Oneness - divine confirmations will reach him.

5 He is the All-Glorious

May Mashhadi ‘Ali-Akbar gaze upon the Most Glorious King-
dom so that he may continually perfume his nostrils.

7 He is the All-Glorious

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greeting to Abu’l-
Qasim Kirmani. He has permission to visit the Holy Shrine.

He is the All-Glorious

We beseech God’s grace that F.T. may be assisted in exalting
the Divine Word among humanity.

He is the All-Glorious

Through divine grace, Mashhadi Haydar should be hopeful, for
confirmation is His confirmation and success is His success.

He is the All-Glorious

Through divine grace, Haji Muhammad-Rida should be joyous,
confident in God’s bounty and delighted by the generosity of
the Sovereign of existence.

He is the All-Glorious

26 We pray that God will confirm Haji Husayn-*Ali in such a way

that all souls will be stirred and moved.
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ABO02579

 He is the All-Glorious

We beseech God to keep Mashhadi Abu’l-Qasim Abavi fresh
and alive through the fragrance of His grace at all times.

He is the All-Glorious

May Khayru’-Nisa be confident in divine grace and be mindful
in gratitude for God’s favors, for she has been gathered in the
Days of God and achieved this most great success. Glad tidings
to her and a goodly end.

He is the All-Glorious

Remind ‘Ali Aga on behalf of this servant with the remem-
brance of God, the Most Glorious of the Most Glorious. In-
deed, it is through the remembrance of God that hearts find
rest. You have permission to attain the honor of visiting the
Holy Shrine.

And glory be upon you.
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AB02579

To: Mihdi Quli, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Jan-22

O thou who hast borne trials and tribulations for the sake of
the Abha Beauty! (May my spirit be a sacrifice unto His loved
ones who have tasted the sweetness of adversity and hastened
to the altar of sacrifice!) Give thanks unto the Self-Subsistent
Beauty that the escort of His loving-kindness and the source of
His overflowing bounty have arrived and been vouchsafed unto
thee, and that in the path of His love thou hast quaffed the
cup of woe and tasted the venom of unyielding cruelty. In the
fires of oppression and animosity thou hast blossomed like a
rose and remained undisturbed by the relentless persecution of
the ungodly. Deadly poison taken for the love of the wondrous
Friend is a delicious candy, and the bitterness of a lethal drug is
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sweeter than the soft-flowing waters of Paradise. The blows of 5 Cwilivgs Cuns :§>- oy oo el Cul
enemies suffered in the path of God are a blessing to the friends, obby cay 0L c)y
and the persecution of the unjust is a boundless mercy, for our

days are passing quickly and life without bearing hardships

and ordeals for the sake of God is without benefit and fruit in

the end.

If one were to ponder and reflect, which is better: to consum- LM J; Sols @\)fﬁ (-l:\ 5 4
mate one’s days amidst tests and trials sustained for the love f“:\ Sl ys el 3 Al o 3L,
of God, or to pass them on the bed of ease? When both kinds . o T

of days have drawn to a close, the first is to be preferred, for - > bl 5 ’\:{ %}W 3 Qb O
assuredly the fruit of the tree of life is to train the spirit of W Al oo 3 Slas Al Ol
man, while the second is not even worth mentioning, since it UJWL » & "\{ saalie KL i""\ e
will be the cause of sorrow and regret. Therefore, offer praise Jo) col @28 55 2 O 0, “"'\ﬁ
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Should He bestow bounty’s pearl, behold its shell, the heart. Wy e Kol azz e » s
And should adversity’s arrow arrive, behold its target, the soul. el pods K X5 6 s

Convey unto my brother Aga Husayn, on behalf of this wan- C»:s'-‘qsb 4285 R BT !
derer lost in the w1l<%erness of .the love of God, My most won- Al C}“)‘ JRRE U £ CL 5
drous and most glorious greetings; and upon thee, and upon .
the loved ones of God, rest the spirit and the glory. Al e 5 S
MKT6.042
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AB11397

To: Aga Ali brother of Muhammad Hasan Khayyat (Shiraz) et al.
Date: 1893-Jan-22

Convey on behalf of this servant to his honor ‘Ali-Aqa the 19(,!\ Al 5T e o g8 500, B—\é“ ol
remembrance of God, the All-Glorious, the Most Glorious. In- () :’f‘@m,ﬁf I -b‘-’f-kﬂ A
deed,.t}'lrou.gh the rememb.ran‘ce of God do hearts ﬁnd rest. 4%l o};_b fapay by gl S 03l
Permission is granted for pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine, and e oLl

glory be upon you.
INBA84:481¢
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AB11504

AB11406

To: Kharu’n-Nisa’
Date: 1893-Jan-22

Let the honored leaf Khayru’l-Nisa be confident in divine grace
and be mindful in thanksgiving for God’s favors, that she has
been gathered together in the Days of God and has attained
this most great bounty. Glad tidings be unto her and a goodly
return.
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AB11500

To: Abu’l-Qasim Kirmani
Date: 1893-Jan-22

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to Jinab-
i-Abu’l-Qasim Kirmani. Permission for pilgrimage to the Holy
Shrine is granted.
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AB11504

To: Haj Rajab-Ali
Date: 1893-Jan-22

May his honour Haji Rajab-‘Ali be set ablaze with the fire of
the love of God and be illumined by the light of the knowledge
of God in the assemblage of the friends.
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AB11560

AB11505

To: Haji Abdu’llah
Date: 1893-Jan-22

May his honor Haji Abdullah be at all times like unto a surging
and leaping ocean of divine knowledge.
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AB11503

To: Haji Husayn Ali
Date: 1893-Jan-22

We pray that the divine confirmations will assist His Honor
Haji Husayn-‘Ali in such a way that all souls will be stirred
and moved.
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AB11560

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim
Date: 1893-Jan-22

May Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Ibrahim have hope in the grace
of the Lord of Oneness. Divine confirmation will reach him.
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AB11508

AB11506

To: Haji Muhammad Rida
Date: 1893-Jan-22

His honor Haji Muhammad Rida should be joyful through
divine grace, confident through God’s bounty, and delighted
through the generosity of the Sovereign of existence.
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AB11513

To: Hurmuz
Date: 1893-Jan-22

O Hurmuz! We hope that in the divine school you will be
engaged, like Hermes, in learning the meanings of realities.

O (b 0k 53 8 )ldal o s Ol
Nsd dppda Pl ot Glae e

INBAR84:482f

AB11508

To: Jinab-i- Fi T4
Date: 1893-Jan-22

We beseech the bounty of God that He may enable Mr. P.T.

to exalt the Word of God among all people.
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AB11509

AB11561

To: Manuchihr Dhu’l-Khayr
Date: 1893-Jan-22

O Manuchihr! We hope that through God’s grace you will
illuminate a countenance in the gathering of the mystics.
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AB11510

To: Mashhadi Ali Akbar
Date: 1893-Jan-22

May Mashhadi Ali-Akbar be a beholder of the Abha Kingdom,

so that he may continually perfume the senses.
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AB11509

To: Mashhadi Haydar
Date: 1893-Jan-22

Jinab-i-Mashhadi Haydar must be hopeful through divine
grace, for confirmation is His confirmation and success is His
success.
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AB11502

AB11511

To: Mirza Abbas
Date: 1893-Jan-22

Jinab-i-Mirza Abbas is remembered at all times in the hearts
of these yearning ones and is renowned in the gatherings of the
friends.
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AB11512

To: Mirza Muhammad
Date: 1893-Jan-22

We mention Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad with the Most Won-  §J , f e gl g FReap g Iy ol

drous, Most Glorious greeting and commemorate him with the
remembrance of the Beauty of God.
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AB11502

To: Muttahid, Muhammad Husayn son of Muhammad Hasan Khayyat et al.

Date: 1893-Jan-22

Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Husayn perfumes my senses with the
fragrance of the love of God and illumines my heart with the
remembrance of God.
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ABO03747

AB11507

To: Shahpur
Date: 1893-Jan-22

From the grace and favor of the Kind Lord, we beseech that
like Shapur they may be sovereign over the realms of divine
knowledge.
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AB11580

To: Rustam
Date: 1893-Jan-22

His honor Rustam must, by God’s grace, be a champion and
hero in the arena.
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AB03747

To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Tabriz
Date: 1893-Jan-24

O attentive and discerning ear! If you wish to hear the cry of
the divine herald, fix one end of a wire at the center of issuance
and connect the other end to the Abha Kingdom and the most
exalted horizons. Then the bounties will arrive continuously,
wave after wave, and the mysteries and secrets of the Self-
Sufficient Lord will become manifest. You will become intimate
with the divine realm and confirmed by the inspirations of the
Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting, Immortal One. You will become
an unveiler of mysteries and a herald of the righteous. You
will establish a connection between the divine realm and the
material world, and become an intermediary between the realm
of place and placelessness. You will cause the dense to receive
bounty from the purely subtle, and the heavy to benefit from
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the light [melodies|. You will give life to the dead body through
the spirit of the world of reality, and make the dark world rival
the lights of heaven. Glory be to God! What a gift this is
from the Divine Unity in this Most Great Cycle, and what a
bounty it is from the Ancient Beauty to the manifestations of
love, that such a holy power has come into being. The heat of
meanings has dissolved the pen and ink and fingers and heart -
how then can one keep steady the hand and write in an orderly
and organized way?

And may the Glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
6 Rajab 1310
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AB03753

To: Aga Mashhadi Nasrullah, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Jan-24

O thou who art yearning for the Kingdom of God! The contin-
gent world has become the dawning-place of the lights of the
Countenance of the All-Merciful, and the realm of existence
has become the center of the manifestation of the Lord. Infi-
nite bounties have encompassed all, and successive effulgences
have unveiled themselves. The lights have illumined both East
and West, and the flowers of inner meanings and divine fra-
grances have turned mountain and plain into rose gardens and
flower beds. The world has become the envy of the Paradise of
Heaven, and the universe has become the object of the heavens’
jealousy. The nightingale of realities has sung with wondrous
melodies in the gardens of sanctity, and the dove of utterance
has warbled diverse songs upon the branches of explanation.
The nightingale of faithfulness has made melody in Persian
upon the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree, and the dove of
the Most Glorious Paradise has sung in the Arabic mode upon
the Tree of Blessedness. The crown of the king of roses has ap-
peared and, with a radiant face and love-consumed admirers,
has revealed itself and taught the art of adorning the meadow
to every blossom and plant. Despite these magnificent gifts
that no eye in creation has ever seen, the people were dead
and withered, staring and dejected when they were gathered
together. What a pity and regret that they were thus deprived,
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and a thousand remorse that they were thus excluded. And
praise be upon the people of Baha for having attained to this
mighty grace.
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ABO03765

To: Mirza Isma’il brother of Mirza Ibrahim Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Jan-24

1 O thou who art attracted to the realms of inner meanings! In
these days when the winds of tests and trials have encompassed
the horizons from all directions, and the hardships of the year
of Shidad have cast those in all lands into trembling and per-
turbation, and the sea of sorrows is surging and the flood of
grief is flowing, the fire of anguish is ablaze and the moths of
the candle of the Friend’s beauty have burned their wings, the
pillars of existence are shaking and trembling and the foun-
dations and supports of contingent being are in turmoil - the
loved ones of God must arise with such steadfastness and firm-
ness that they will astonish all who dwell on earth. O thou
who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! At this
time when stillness and lifelessness have seized the pillars of
existence of the people of the world, come thou and kindle a
fire of love in the heart of contingent being, and set ablaze the
soul of the world, that perchance in this ephemeral dust-heap
the spiritual traces of the Eternal Beauty may become man-
ifest and visible, and the divine illumination may dispel the
pitch-black darkness of the horizons through the beauty of the
Beloved of the horizons, and the morn of oneness may dawn
and shine forth. And the Spirit and Glory be upon thee and
upon the loved ones of God.

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
3 6 Rajab 1310

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

a2k} ('\:‘ O oo Gl lle e (o
Sl 035t ablol LIBT Slgr a5 Ol
}dj])b b Jw‘dwé‘ﬁlﬂﬂ,\ﬂﬁ)
415-}4,9\ Oj"“" u’.’;\ C)Lﬂﬁjb QL&‘ ‘}:,wj
BAS) (JLI CA"N}J &JL&* c‘t 6\#4}\)‘4} C,..w\
3 Sl 5 7 go n ey K] 4y
Sl Al Sl s 0K Fes [o] £
{%uﬁ*gdkd)ﬂ}@m‘}&\
Jotte 5V 2t Ol [y 62,3 e o o
Q;ﬁ;@;ﬁ{djj@\)z .&)\C,\:ﬁ)L
VO PN I PR (P N R
a5 oS b, OG5 s e A
db oSl o) s als § 05 Jle ole
525 0L 5 apte Gl s Glosy, BT
156) *acd e * Sl WL bl oyl 5 &y
e s A B bl o U alsy,
&lﬁ;—u\)cj)\}:}léy;d&%b\

&l T e s

Le

A

e S

INBAS88:274

17

2
Is]


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v055/?page=96
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=311
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-33.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-33.html
https://bahai-library.com/kharman_adab_honar_4
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=308

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB04058

AB04058

To: Ibrahim Munshi, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Jan-24

O thou who art gladdened by the divine glad tidings and as-
sured of the bestowals and grace of the Sovereign Lord! Thy
name hath been mentioned in the Most Great Prison amongst
such as are free and thy fame hath been voiced abroad among
the spiritual friends. Although thou art absent and out of sight
yet in reality thou art here with us. Materially thou art far but
spiritually thou art very close. Thou art deprived of the physi-
cal presence of this company but in reality thou art a confidant
of the well-guarded mystery of the spirit. Verily thou art one
with this assembly of the friends and among these eager souls.

Cling to the hem of the Most Sanctified and turn thy inner sight
to His Most Luminous Beauty. Be not far removed or ashamed.
Cast aside the veils that cover thy radiant countenance and
show forth thy cheerful face for all to see. Make thyself well
known in this world and renowned for thine ardent love of
the Beauty of the Lord of the Covenant. Scatter the market
stalls of those that think themselves the scholars of mystic
philosophy and set up instead the sweet shop of divine delights
and spiritual confectionery!

Like a lark bursting with gladness turn thy face towards the
mystic rose garden at all times and sing the sweetest of thy
songs. Strike on the cymbal, blow the trumpet, play the harp-
sichord with thy melodies, and gather in a beautiful assembly
dedicated to the Love of God. Let all in this meeting drink
deep of the wine of true mystic knowledge that they might
sing in choruses of certitude and assurance.

Then wilt thou behold the Fire of the Burning Bush as it ap-
peared to Moses on Sinai. Then shall that Flower of Change-
less Splendour be fully revealed. Then one will demonstrate its
flaming fire and the other will show forth the stainless Hand
of divine munificence and in neither shalt thou be deprived of
the bounty of the Days of God.

5 Abdu’l-Baha, 6 Rajab 1310
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ABO00873

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Khal-i Akbar, in India

Date: 1893-Jan-25

O exalted branch sprung from the Divine Lote-Tree! Upon
thee be the glory of God, His praise, His light, His radiance,
His grace, His generosity and His exaltation. I have read what
thou hast whispered to thy Glorious Lord, supplicated to thy
Ancient Master, and entreated at the holy court of thy Great
Beloved. 1 have heard thy verses of longing and tablets of
attraction, and hearkened to thy sighs and lamentations in thy
yearning to attain the presence of thy Lord and thy longing
for the Most Glorious Kingdom. Blessed art thou for having
remained firm in the Cause of God, steadfast in His love, and
immovable in the station of the great convulsion and mighty
catastrophe, when the pillars of earth and heaven were shaken,
the feet of the wise ones slipped, and the backs of the learned
were broken by the severity of the test and power of the trial,
due to the occurrence of the dark, deaf and blind calamity.

> Therefore, O glorious branch, protect the loved ones of God
and His friends. Should the moths of the doubts of the people
of the Bayan hover around the lamp of their hearts, their wings
shall be burned, and should their devils attempt to eavesdrop,
may the divine breaths from the hearts of God’s loved ones
and the lights of their mysteries become shooting stars to drive
them away. We beseech the Most Glorious Kingdom to gather
the believers in God’s unity in these days under the standard
of the great steadfastness and firmness in God’s Cause, and
make them dawning-places of His remembrance, rising-points
of His light, manifestations of His proof, and recipients of His
inspiration, so that all possibility may be illumined by the
lights of their faces, the heart of the worlds may be enkindled
by the fire of their love, and the spirits of existence may be
attracted by their longing and yearning.

By the life of God! The face of heaven beams with joy at
their existence and the face of earth becomes the Most Glo-
rious Paradise through their countenances. O God! Send
Thy blessings upon the Tree of Thy Oneness, its branches,
twigs, leaves, flowers and fruits, throughout the duration of
Thy mighty sovereignty. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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He is the Most Glorious

The Iranian Consul in Bombay and some obscure persons are
plotting to harm the Cause of God. The Afnan of the Di-
vine Lote-Tree are the manifestation of the blessed verse “Say:
Truth has come and falsehood has perished; verily falsehood is
bound to perish.” Praise be to God! Nevertheless, throughout
all of India one must be vigilant that the intrigues, schemes and
deceptions of this faction have no effect. In Istanbul there were
several base individuals who greatly persecuted Aqa Siyyid Ah-
mad. Since Aqa Siyyid Ahmad was innocent, they perpetrated
the utmost corruption against him in all ways through slan-
der, calumny and inciting the wicked, ignorant and oppressors.
Now in Bombay and other cities of India, if they gain any
influence they will likewise engage in sedition and corruption
through various intrigues. Therefore the honored Afnans of the
Blessed Tree must always be alert and vigilant that this faction
does not create damage through their calumnies, doubts and
insinuations.

What you had sent arrived. And upon you be glory and the
spirit, O Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree.
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Alexandria
Date: 1893-Jan-25

O thou who gazest toward and art turned to the Abha King-
dom! Your numerous letters were read and their contents were
understood and known. The occurrence of fatigue from the
excess of work and business in this transient world is itself an
evidence of turning to the kingdom of God. This is the first
fragrance from the Merciful One that perfumes the senses, this
is the first attraction which illuminates the heart. It is evident
that all the great matters of this world will eventually result
in madness, its apparent great profit is manifest loss. Even if
the human being should strive and make great effort he is like
a steed running after a mirage - it will never reach a thirst-
allaying drink. Even if he makes great effort he will have as a
reward despair and hopelessness.
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A perfect man will seek an all-embracing grace; he will walk in
the path of the just Lord. He will attach his heart to the true
morn of God. He will gather round a real light. He will shun all
else other than the everlasting beauty. He will seek separation
from all entanglement so that he can rise to serve the cause,
so that he can sacrifice heart and soul in the path of God.
This motivation will result in one’s heart and spirit becoming
enlightened and one’s soul becoming luminous.
your present occupation you have entered into partnership with
Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad and they are in utmost difficulty and
hardship. Therefore first devise a plan so that relief may be
obtained from these debts and entanglements and this heavy
burden may be lightened. Then with perfect joy and fragrance
determine to gallop in this field.

However, in

“In one hand the cup of wine, in the other the lock of the
beloved - I long to dance in the midst of this field.”

“My heart is weary of these weak-natured people - I long for
the Lion of God and Rustam the hero.”

Otherwise, to Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad in these difficulties and
hardships while you yourself, like a bird freed from its cage,
soar in this vast expanse would not be fair. Despite this, con-
sult with the members of the spiritual partnership and obtain
their views. And upon you be the Spirit and Glory.
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AB04784

To: Mirza Ahmad Khan Akkas, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Jan-25

O burning candle from the fire of love for the Beauty of the
Beloved! The brilliant poem, which was like a unique, lumi-
nous scroll, was chanted with spirit and fragrance and was
interpreted and explained. It was a flame that had risen from
the fire of the love of God and was a fragrance that had wafted
from the rose garden of the knowledge of God. The nostrils
were refreshed and the heart was expanded. This evanescent
atom at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, with ut-
most supplication and entreaty, begs the Abha Kingdom that
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He may make His faithful loved ones the manifestations of di-
vine confirmation and the dawning-places of success, that they
may in all conditions adorn their tongues with praise of His
Oneness and make their hearts alive and fragrant with the
love and knowledge of His Divine Unity. We are all servants
of this court and dust at the threshold of this mansion. Let us
gird up our loins in service and arise to that which is befitting
and worthy today. And the spirit and glory be upon you and
upon the loved ones of God.
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AB11371

To: Mukhtar, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Jan-25

O chosen one! All things are compelled and constrained to
glorify and sanctify God with a heavenly tongue, while you
have been given free choice in praising and extolling the Divine.
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AB04827

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih
Date: 1893-Jan-26

O thou who art lost in the Beauty of the All-Merciful!

At this hour when the sweet perfume of the Spirit wafts from
the Yemen of the Beloved spreading abroad the fragrant scent
of sanctity among the lovers, the intensity of God’s love hath
blazed so passionately in the hearts of the true friends and
so enflamed the souls of His spiritual lovers that from within
the very essence of their beings they vie with one another in
the field of martyrdom and hasten with all their enthusiasm
to the field of sacrifice. The poisonous sting of the sword is
preferable to them than all the panaceas that promise healing
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and the lethal arrows of cruelty seem to them to be a balm of
faithfulness and sweet medicine.

As thou thyself hast witnessed, that holy being Murtadha, who
was attracted to the Kingdom of Abha, intoxicated with the
chalice of faithfulness and ignited with the fire of the love of
God, clapped his hands and danced with joy, hastened to blos-
som in the field of martyrdom like a radiant flower and showed
such a spirit of sacrifice that cries of wonder and acclaim were
raised in the Kingdom of the All-Glorious, shouts of praise
echoed in the Supreme Concourse.

Great is thy joy, O thou who hath been martyred in the path
of God!
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AB05253

Date: 1893-Jan-26

O flower of the rose-garden of God’s love! A sweet breeze is
wafting from the garden of divine favor, and a heart-attracting
fragrance is reaching from the meadows of divine oneness. The
call to awareness rings out from the Abha Kingdom, and the
cry of awakening repeatedly reaches the hearing of the lovers
from the Most Exalted Horizon. The lights of divine confirma-
tion stream forth continuously from the invisible realm, and
the stars of divine success shine bright and radiant from the
placeless Orient. And the call “We shall show you from My
most glorious horizon, and assist whosoever arises to aid My
Cause with hosts from the Concourse on High and a company
of favored angels” reaches the ears of the firm and steadfast
ones in succession and sequence.

Therefore, O ye who are intoxicated with the wine of the di-
vine covenant and attracted to the wine of devotion - this is
the time of enthusiasm and resurrection, the moment for the
shining forth of light and receiving bounty from the One Who
spoke on Sinai. The Sun of the divine realm is manifest and
appearing from the placeless Orient upon the kingdoms of the
world. How blessed are those souls who in these days are man-
ifest and renowned like standards of guidance between earth
and heaven. I swear by the Educator of existence that these
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souls are worshipped by all created things. And glory be upon
you, O loved ones of the All-Merciful.

AB05693

Date: 1893-Jan-26

O thou who art quickened by the breezes of the All Merciful!
In this glorious age, this most beneficent era of the Lord, strive
thou to be the essence of servitude, and make thou a supreme
effort to rise to its sublime heights, in such wise that thou
shalt leave all trace of this ephemeral world behind. Thus
shalt thou attain the secrets of eternity in this thy transient
life and become aware of divine existence whilst still in this
dust-heap of a world.

Bestir thou the company of lovers and create thou a tumult
and commotion amongst these spiritual souls so that thou
mayest enhance the understanding of those in the school of
love and educate the novices of the Kingdom in the rudiments
of true learning. Thus shalt the fainthearted be transformed
into champions in the field of battle and the indolent become
swift and agile.

Be a balm to the wounded and a healing remedy to the sick
of heart. Be a sweet refreshing river to the sore athirst and a
guide unto the feet of the erring. Cause those who are advanced
in years to be filled with vigour and youth and the feeble and
weak to become powerful and strong. All this shalt thou easily
achieve through the grace of the descending bounties of the
Abha Kingdom.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A s 2 pae ) go s Oleiy o) )
@&E&fué})‘){@.\eﬂf
i ‘;b‘lb o s 6-’;;5 L;‘:"J.".J >
S8 36 Sl ol s 5 IS Gl
Aol 3 gy ol s ol s gl G

xS

OLP BEIE) éﬁ‘ L;)}.::Jmlc u«s\ BERE
Gae Ols Il g3l 5 am oblie
Sipl G L ©8de bl 5 Lk
(51N SR | KW [F{ Lo

SE Vs 5 Sl

s ds > ey 2 5 58 Oloys Ll o
3 sst Olp ol Jee VA 635 0ls
o3y 5-dl L;:f ol s Fl ey
bl 5 e L1 omle 5 QU by Ol 1y
e e e Sl 3l i of
ol e s She CJWJU AP

INBAS87:058b, INBA52:057b, MMK2#269
p.194

24


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=60
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=59
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-196.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-196.html

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893 AB02520
AB02520

To: Akhtar Khavari, Mihraban Bahram et al., in Bombay

Date: 1893-Jan-27

He is the Pure God O STL Gyl 1

O Bahram of the sphere of love! The dawn of hope from the
Lord has broken, and the world-illumining sun of the Supreme
Concourse has shone forth. The divine radiance has illumined
the East and West of the universe, and several stars have taken
on the loving radiance of the brilliant moon, becoming bright
like Badakhshan rubies and like flowers in the rose garden and
flowerbeds.

You who are Bahram in the sphere of knowledge, let your face
shine bright, become a radiant moon, and in the garden of
wisdom and understanding become a laughing hundred-petaled
Be a lamp of illumination in God’s path and in the
meadow of the righteous be a swaying cypress and ornament
of the flower garden. Take on the radiance of the good ones
and accept the way of the ancient kings. Become a Faridun in
guidance and a Jamshid of the realm of God’s incomparable
love. Become a fairy-faced Manuchehr of the free spirits and
a Kayumars of the city of the righteous. Be a Hushang on the
throne of knowledge and wisdom, and hear the song of Surush
from the celestial realm.

rose.

Raise a tumult and cry out! Begin a melody and strike the harp
and lute! Become a bird of the rose garden and an ornament
of the flower garden. Become an eloquent tongue and seeing
eye. Remove the veil and break the chain of bondage. Be
a fierce lion and seek the field of Shabdiz. Call for the polo
ball and mallet, gallop a steed, traverse the plains and deserts
of this dusty world. Roll up your sleeves against adornment,
pollution and comfort of the earth, and make for the highest
heaven. Become a student in the school and a physician in the
city of the Beloved. Illuminate the night chamber of wisdom
and serve the wine of consciousness. Teach the divine culture
to the children of the world and raise up those fallen in the
well of ignorance to the palace of the wise ones.

5 This is the bond-breaking counsel of the loving Friend, O
Bahram.
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AB01122

To: Baha’is of Turbat, in Turbat Haydariyih
Date: 1893-Jan-31

O friends of God and those drawn to the Kingdom of the All-
Merciful! Among the divine customs and consummate wisdom
of the Eternal is this: when springtime arrives and autumn’s
might is broken, when life-giving spring appears and the radi-
ant sun steps into Aries, when April’s clouds shed their pearls
and May’s winds blow, when March’s life-giving breezes pass,
the trees turn green and branches burst into bloom, when
plains and wilderness, mountains and hills become as emer-
ald green, putting to shame the finest silk, when flowers and
tulips adorn the meadows and pastures and flower gardens ri-
val the gardens of Paradise, when cypress trees grow tall in
the gardens and nightingales sing their laments, when buds be-
come wordless with wonder, and all these divine gifts unveil
their countenance—yet the time of fruit and the appearance of
fresh produce and the result of these effects comes in summer,
in the season of intense heat, in the severity of midsummer’s
blaze, in the fierce burning of the celestial sun.

Now that the divine springtime has ended and the spiritual
spring has been rolled up, now that the delicacy of rose and
hyacinth—-the True Beauty—has been concealed, and the grace
and beauty of the Most Glorious Beloved has shown forth in
the Most Exalted Kingdom and the Heaven of Immortality
and other realms, the trees of the realities of God’s loved ones
in the gardens of God’s Cause must bring forth sweet and
goodly fruits and fresh and wondrous spiritual produce. Oth-
erwise they will have gained no portion or share from that
divine spring, will have been deprived of the bounty of the
April showers of the Lord God’s outpourings, will have been
left despairing of the life-giving breezes from the gardens of
oneness, and will deserve only to be burned as fuel. For the di-
vine Gardener’s purpose in planting these trees and setting out
these peerless saplings in this meadow, and the divine spring’s
bounty, and the Lord’s infinite bestowals, and the shining forth
and nurturing of the Sun of Truth, and the blowing of the fer-
tilizing winds of grace and favor from the Beauty of Oneness,
is the appearance of fruits and the emergence of sweet and
fragrant produce.

Though the spring season brings greater freshness and delicacy
to trees and branches, more splendor and glory and adornment
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and beauty to flowers and sweet herbs and blossoms, and makes
plains and wilderness greener and more verdant—and though it
is the season for receiving divine bounty—yet the appearance
of results and fruits and produce that no eye hath seen, nor
ear heard, nor heart conceived, comes in the summer season.
Blessed is the tree from which appeareth this mighty fruit and
result!

122 5 by 7k ol el s WE
o ) Fanlil qupn p ol Sy e
Vb §15 5 0 e b (S el
fuﬁ,@%yjdstw‘ﬁ,@cot
o S 5t 3 it e s

ﬁu\;ﬁ\)@1

INBA55:257, INBA88:352, BRL_ DAK#1015,
MKT1.447, AKHA_118BE #03-04 p.d,
AKHA_ 128BE #01 p.b, AKHA_ 121BE
#01 p.b, AHB_128BE #06-11 p.253,
YHA1.369 (2.740)

AB02306

To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar
Date: 1893-Jan-31

Your letter that you had written to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Asadu’llah was noted. Praise be to the True One that that
wanderer intoxicated with divine love has become a vagrant
of plain and wilderness and wanderer of mountain and desert
in the path of God and for the exaltation of the Word of
God, and has become the manifestation of the blessed verse
“whosoever calls the people in My name, verily he is of Me.”
The hope from the infinite favors of the Divine Unity is that
you will be assisted and confirmed. He aids whomsoever He
wishes in whatsoever He wishes. Verily He is powerful and
able.

2 Convey to your brother Jinab-i-Shahverdi the Most Wondrous,
Most Glorious greetings from this bird of the nest of the love
of God and tell him to be confident in the endless grace of
the All-Bountiful Lord, that you are regarded by His merci-
ful glances and preserved in the shelter of His protection and
guardianship. Be engaged in thanksgiving to God and familiar
with His praise, that you have attained to this great bounty
and in this most great resurrection you are renowned in the
shadow of the Sun of Truth.

Blessed be the handmaiden of God who gave you birth and
nursed you, and may God perfume her dust with the down-
pour of His mercy and forgiveness. What glad tidings for her
that she has ascended in these days when the greatest calamity
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and most mighty catastrophe have encompassed all possibility.
And may God accept from her her services to the loved ones
of God and His friends in the path of His love.

And may the fragrances of God pass over the spirits and hearts
of your wife and the wife of your first brother and the wife of
your second brother. And the glory of God be upon your two
sons Khalil and Habib and the sons of your brother - Dhabih,
Fayd and Nusrat. We beseech God to assist them and make
them firm in His Cause and protect them from the evil of His
enemies and shower upon them the clouds of His generosity
and beneficence and make them the signs of His bounty and
providence among His creation. Verily He is the Powerful, the
Mighty.

Convey my longing and greetings and glorification to all the
loved ones of God there. And the Spirit be upon you.
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To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1893-Jan-31

O flowers of the garden of divine knowledge! In these times
when the nations of the world seek to resist the Cause of the
Most Great Name, and the peoples and nations oppose the An-
cient Beauty, they have made His ascension and departure an
excuse and, following their own conjectures and fancies, have
stirred up the dust of vain imaginings, broken the cord of the
Covenant and Testament, cast aside the honor of justice and
fairness, and risen up against the Truth. Yet they are heedless
that opposing winds cannot extinguish the divine lamp, and
the Sun in the heaven of existence cannot be concealed by the
dust of vain imaginings. The ocean of the All-Merciful’s bounty
will not cease its waves, and the divine springtime cloud will
not be prevented from its outpouring. The breezes of generos-
ity will not be cut off from the direction of favor, and the fra-
grances of heavenly gifts will not cease from the rose-garden
of mercy. “They desire to extinguish God’s light with their
mouths, but God refuses except to perfect His light, though
the unbelievers be averse.”
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2 O friends! Be as piercing meteors and cutting swords! Be as
radiant lights and brilliant stars! Be as trees of unity bearing
fruits of oneness! Hold fast to the Most Firm Handle and cling
to the hem of the purified Beauty of the Most Glorious. And
the Glory be upon you, O loved ones of God and His friends,
every morn and eve.
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AB04064

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan
Date: 1893-Jan-31

O thou who art assured by the grace and favor of the Lord! To-
day the eye of divine mercy from the Abha Kingdom is turned
toward the friends of God, and the Sun of Reality is shining
from that sanctified horizon upon the hearts of the spiritual
friends. Therefore, O ye who seek His countenance, who stand
at His threshold, and whose hearts are quickened by His fra-
grance - turn ye wholly toward Him, and receive bounty from
His nature, that ye may behold the fire of Moses, witness the
flame of Sinai, inhale the breath of the Messiah, see the gar-
den of Abraham, observe the blood sacrifice of John son of
Zacharias, find the fountain of life of Khidr, contemplate the
sacrifice of the Offering, perceive the beauty of Joseph, hear
the sighing and lamentation of Jacob, know the affliction and
sorrow of Job, establish the lesson of Enoch, understand the
intensity of Eve’s separation, and recognize the chastity and
purity of Mary. Hear ye the trumpet blast, drink ye from
the cup whose mixture is of camphor, taste from the spring
of Tasnim, and find the delicacy of the breezes from the di-
vine gardens. This supreme bounty has been bestowed upon
the friends of God that they may receive illumination from the
Dawning-Places of divine unity and seek the light of oneness
from the Day-Springs of sanctity. And upon thee be glory.
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To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqgi Afnan, in Bukhara

Date: 1893-Feb-09

O you who cling to the most pure hem of the Blessed Tree’s
Branch! Gaze with penetrating eyes upon the world and its
peoples. What a mighty spectacle it is! You behold multi-
tudes racing in the arena of profit and loss, and waves of mad-
ness manifesting from all directions. Clamor rises high, and
tumult and commotion reach every conscious ear. Strife and
contention reign between every rich and poor, and warfare with
sword and spear and bow and arrow between every lowly and
noble one. Armies from every direction stand in battle array,
and implements of fire from every quarter are arranged in or-
der. The swords of hatred flash their brilliant gleam from afar,
and the arrows of animosity pierce with their lightning-swift
sharpness even in the darkest night, dazzling all eyes.

2 The meaning is this: the instruments of strife and contention,
of war and conflict, are fully prepared and ready. Yet from
one direction you observe the sound of music and melody, the
strains of harp and lute and organ and song, and mirth and joy
and delight and gladness. From another quarter you see the
display of adornments and embellishments, the gold and jewels
of creation’s people, the ornaments and luxuries of earthly van-
ities, and the refinements of transient affairs of dust and clay.
From one side you witness the cry of sighing and lamentation,
of wailing and moaning—panic and anguish and intensity of
crying that reaches to heaven—the sobbing of weeping and the
outcry of the afflicted, the shriek of the destitute and the wail
of those drowning in the sea of tribulation. From another di-
rection is the burning of separation, the blazing of the fire of
longing, and the flame of passionate desire. From yet another
quarter you behold the surge and tumult of heedless kings and
ministers, the clamor and arena of thoughts and mentions of
bewildered leaders, and the passion and excitement and schem-
ing and change and destruction and construction and procla-
mation and consultation of the chiefs of realms and regions.

In brief, when you fathom the truth and end and result and
fruit of all these conflicts, you will observe with the eye of cer-
tainty that it is a mirage in the desert, and its honey is deadly
poison. Days shall not pass before all these conditions become
as though they had never been, and vanish into nothingness.
However, when you close your eyes to this dark world and cast
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your gaze upward to the supreme realm, you will see all lights
enduring, will see all eternal and everlasting, will see the real-
ity of mysteries. Therefore, blessed is the pure soul that has
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Khurasan

Date: 1893-Feb-09

O fresh and verdant sapling of the garden of the love of the
King of Oneness! Give thanks to God that in this glorious
age and peerless century you have been gathered beneath the
shade of Him Who doeth whatsoever He willeth, and you have
been raised up among the company of lovers and the assembly
of those enraptured. You have closed your eyes to all save God
and opened them to the Divine Beauty. You have detached
your heart from the world and its people, and fixed it upon
the Sun of the supreme horizon. You have joined the band
of those who are free, who are lowly, who are bewildered in
the path of the Beloved. You have shattered the idols of vain
imaginings and been delivered from the grievous bonds of being
veiled and the chains of heedlessness from the appearance of
the Lord of the Day of Return. You have become a worshipper
of the Sun of Truth.

What more do you seek, what more do you pursue, what more
do you say, what more do you bewail? You have hastened to
the shore of the sea of oneness, raised high the standard of
certitude, pitched your tent and pavilion, and in the arena of
mystic knowledge spurred on the steed of wonderment. You
have recognized that Peerless Beloved, that Most Exalted One,
that Most Glorious Beauty. If you were to comprehend the
greatness of this gift, you would soar aloft from sheer joy, and
like a candle would shine forth in the niche of gladness and set
the world ablaze with the fire of the love of God. You would
become wandering and distracted, disheveled and notorious.
You would tear away the veil of others and break the chains of
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the imprisoned. You would take up the divine cup and become
intoxicated with the wine of inner meanings. You would drink
and give others to drink, and cause a world to cry out in ecstasy.
And the glory be upon you.
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To: Mirza Fadlullah, in Namiq
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou bright candle of the love of God! In this transient realm,
raise high the banner of divine knowledge, so that thou mayest
attain the eternal realm and seek everlasting sovereignty, and
sit upon the throne of joy in the spiritual world. Take the
divine wine from the hand of the mystical Cup-bearer, and
partake of the heavenly feast from the table of divine bounty.
Gather the good fruits from the blessed tree in the highest
paradise, and inhale the fragrances of the flowers in the garden
of inner meanings through the grace of the morning breeze
of the All-Merciful, and find thy dwelling in the Kingdom of
immortality beneath the shade of the Most Glorious Beauty.
If thou comprehendest this grace and favor, this bounty and
blessing, thou wilt become worthy of the holy court of the Self-
Subsisting Lord and enter into the lights of His countenance.

Place thy foot upon the crown of earthly kingship, then enter
beneath poverty’s shade,

So thou mayest now behold the eternal kingdom from every
direction.

So thou mayest see Moses” Mount Sinai circling here in devo-
tion,

So thou mayest see Christ’s Spirit restless from love for Him.

i O pure soul! Strive that thou mayest receive thy portion from

this endless ocean, and [cry out that thou mayest take thy
share from this boundless grace|, and find infinite favor in the
Abha Paradise, and discover thy dwelling and shelter in the
highest paradise. And may the Glory be upon thee and upon
the loved ones of God in every [morn and eve].
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To: Shir Muhammad Khan, in Samargand
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O seeker of the Beauty of the All-Glorious! Rumi has said:

“In Samarqgand is sugar, but its source

From Bukhara he found, and this became his path”

Although Rumi’s tongue spoke these verses, it does not appear
that he himself was truly aware, as he should have been, of
the reality of the meaning that can be derived from this verse
and which corresponds to truth. How often it happens that

words flow from a tongue while the speaker himself is unaware.

In any case, each of the peoples of the world, according to
their own imaginings, had designated a place and center for
that divine Indian sugar and that heavenly Egyptian candy,
and were awaiting the manifestation of that divine sweetness
from that mine. Some thought the source of this honey was in
Jabulga and Jabulsa, while others imagined the fountainhead
of this sugar to be in the treasuries of heaven.

In short, each group imagined some place. However, those
who knew the face of Truth and those who dwelt in the path
of Truth found this eternal honey and this pure nectar from
the mine of Fars and the quarry of the Holy Land. At the time
of writing, one of the friends mentioned Samarqand. For this
reason, these words were written in jest - which is in truth more
potent and stronger than seriousness - so that that seeker of the
honey of meanings might find his way to the mine of spiritual
sweetness. And glory be upon you.
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To: Unknown, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O fruitful saplings in the garden of the love of God! At all times
be immersed in the ocean of divine virtues and character, and
be enraptured in the love of the All-Merciful Beauty. Seek an
eternal state and desire everlasting enkindlement and occupa-
tion. Like drops, become extinct in the waves of the sea, and
like atoms, soar in the worlds of the sun’s lights. Like moths,
burn your wings around the candle, and like chameleons, be-
come enchanted by the sun.

If you open your tongue, praise the virtues and character of
Truth, and if you lament, lament and weep from the pain of
love and the burning of separation from His Beauty. And if
you strive, hasten to His lane, and if you sing, warble in the
branches of His knowledge, and if you burn, blaze in the fire
of His love, and if you grow, find repose through the grace of
His Divine Unity.

If you seek the power of utterance, open your tongue to His
proof, and if you seek the reality of explanation, expound the
truths of His knowledge and seek the inspiration of the All-
Merciful and speak of the essence of certitude. And if you
desire the wisdom of illumination, turn to the Abha Kingdom,
and if you seek the morn of guidance, gaze at His supreme
horizon, and if you wish to witness the boundless ocean, look
into His Tablets and Scriptures, and if you seek the lights of
mysteries, contemplate His words.

That is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomso-
ever He willeth, and God is the Lord of great bounty. And
glory be upon the loved ones of God.
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To: Ali Akbar Khan (Jadhba), in Tabas (Jadhba)
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou who art fallen upon the divine path! The sea of bounty
is surging and the fire of love is blazing. Special outpourings
and mystic effusions from the Most Glorious Kingdom and
Supreme Heaven are like torrential rain and rushing floods,
successive, continuous and connected. And the lights of favor
from that Sun of the eternal world encompass both East and
West.

Therefore, O thou who art bewildered yet aware, strive that
thou may not remain without portion or share from this divine
table of enduring bounty, and that thou may not become with-
ered and faded. Set thy face aglow in the fire of divine love and
consume thy heart and soul, so that thou may become worthy
of these effusions and benefit from these gifts of the Lord of
Signs and Manifestor of Clear Proofs. I swear by the Essence
of Existence and He Who is manifest on the horizon of appear-
ance that if in this Day a soul draws one breath for God’s sake
and takes one step for God’s sake, he will become immersed
in the sea of grace and the angels of divine confirmation and
hosts of divine success will surround him. And such hidden
aid and certain victory will become manifest that he will find
all doors open before him. And glory be upon thee.
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou who speaketh in remembrance of God! Know thou that
the hearts of these yearning ones are at all times stirring and vi-
brating with the fragrances of remembrance and thought of the
friends of God, and in remembrance of the loved ones of God
they are in rapture and attraction. O ye who are intoxicated
with the wine of divine knowledge! This is the time of excite-
ment and resurrection, and the season for the call of the One
Who conversed on Sinai. In this divine age when the heavenly
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bounties have encompassed the kingdom of existence, and the
effulgences of the Sun of Oneness have illumined the horizons,
and the boundless ocean of grace and bestowal is in motion,
and the musk-laden breeze of providence is wafting, and the
verses of power of the Sovereign of existence have brought the
kingdom of being under Their dominion - the loved ones of the
Ancient Beauty must soar like eagles in the heights of glory
in the atmosphere of longing and love and ardent desire and
attachment, in such wise that they may traverse the east and
west of contingent being in a single breath, and in a moment
ascend from the depths of quietude and lethargy to the zenith
of burning and vibration. And glory be upon the loved ones of
the All-Merciful in all conditions.

);;p \J;BT;,:.A,\ o Sl ol 0346
Olos Copye 5 Joisd OIS 4 gbus 5 005
Jafﬁ@dﬁtﬁéxﬁwfrﬁj°*‘
sprn DSde sy Ol 8 Sl
Js Ul Al oo, il < s [1y]
3 G5h sl o O sl Qe Oy p
8 e 3l ol pl g 5 Oler 5 e
) *Vi’ b b s LK Cp G
2ok 8ol 5 05 G 31 Gk s
Tt o T w87 g o 3l 5 Jlaz

052 K & o)

MMKA4#099 p.109, FRH.207-208

AB04834

To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain, in Mashhad
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! In
this Most Great Cycle and age and era of the dawning of the
Light of the Supreme Realm, when the atoms of the world of
existence are in rapture and ecstasy in spirit and heart, and
the sphere of earth hath become illumined by the lights of
the Manifest Beauty, the outpourings from all directions have
made the horizons the envy of the dawning-places of the celes-
tial spheres and the object of admiration of the rising-points
of the heaven adorned with the constellations. The brilliant
traces and radiant lights of the Sun of Reality have made the
realities of sanctified souls the dawning-places of the mysteries
of the Divine Unity. The beloved of God, who are the essences
of existence and the subtle realities of the world of being, must
appear and shine forth from the horizons of contingent being
with such a flame and light that they will illumine future ages
and adorn future centuries with the manifestation of the traces
of the incomparable Beauty, like the rose-garden of the King-
dom and like the flower-garden of the mercy of the All-Merciful.
And glory be upon you, O beloved of the All-Merciful, in all
conditions.
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AB04814

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Baha (Bushruyih), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou who art lost in the wilderness of the love of God! In
this Most Great Cycle, when the dawn of contingent being
hath been illumined by the lights of the Countenance of the
All-Merciful, and the waves of the Ancient Ocean have encom-
passed the shores of the worlds of creation, and the cloud of
bounty hath gained ascendancy over the horizons of existence,
and the powers of the Divine Kingdom have set all the pillars
of creation in motion from every direction, and the breezes of
grace have wafted from the source of bounty, and rock and
clod and tree have been blessed by the favors of the Lord of
destiny, and the solid rock hath been cleft asunder - the loved
ones of God must needs become the signs of guidance and the
standards of divine grace. They must manifest such steadfast-
ness and strength and power in the assemblage of the world
that they may transform its very structure and quicken the
dead body of humankind through the divine spirit, making it
a manifestation of the favors of the peerless Lord, so that the
signs of bounty may become evident in all degrees of existence,
and the banner of the new cycle, the new life, and the guidance
of the Gracious Lord may be raised upon hills and mountains.
And glory be upon thee.
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Date: 1893-Feb-09

O candle of the gathering of friends! Be active in the path
of the love of the All-Merciful, and with the wings of divine
knowledge soar to the pure heavens. In this divine age and
merciful centuries, when the gnat has attained the station of
the phoenix and the dim star has found the luminosity of the
white hand, when the atom has found radiance in the ray of
the sun of manifestation and the appearance of witness, and
the drop has gained the vastness of the sea of existence from
the waves of stream and river - the loved ones of the Ancient
Beauty should be confident and hopeful in the grace and gift
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of these days. They should not look to their own capacity, but
rather rely and trust in the favors of the Lord of Majesty, so
that they may become the dawning-places of lights and the
manifestation of “We wish to show favor unto those who were
brought low in the land, and to make them leaders, and to
make them inheritors.”

O pure souls! In this Dawning Place of Lights which is the cycle
of the Lord, be stars of guidance and planets of piety. These
conditions of madness which are occupation with the affairs
of this base world deserve to be forgotten and are worthy of
abandonment at all times. That which is the cause of the
nobility of the human world is the hope of the wise and the
desire of the intelligent.

And the Spirit and Glory be upon the people of Glory.
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AB05233

To: Mirza Farajullah Khan son of Mirza Asadullah Khan, in Isfahan

Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou bird in the garden of certitude! Every bird set free by
the Hand of God must depend on the two wings of confirmation
and divine assistance in order to fly to the zenith of eternal
glory and warble its melodies in the gardens of sanctity. It
was once a gnat and it is now an eagle. It was once a sparrow
and now it hath become a falcon rising into the azure skies of
divine attraction.

If these bounties are realised and we are granted the grace
of the one true God and His loving providence, a feeble ant

could raise the banner of sovereignty in the kingdom of Sheba.

Even a will o the wisp mosquito could spread its wings as wide
as a mighty buzzard! A dead plant could spring to life and
growth, a strip of straw could attain the force and endurance
of a mighty mountain. The weak shall become strong and the
pauper transformed into a prince. A mote of dust shall attain
the pure refinement of a heavenly star and water and clay shall
become as delicate as pure spirit. A weak wall can be turned
into the buttress of a mighty palace and an unknown soul can
become the most famous. The destitute one shall have power to
succour others and he who was without a remedy shall possess
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a panacea that can cure the ills of both the body and the soul.
Glory be upon thee.
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AB05691

To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk, in Bushruyyih
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O fragrant flower of the gardens of faith! Be a guide in the path
of God and become a lamp of guidance in divine recognition.
Be a brilliant star in the zenith of certitude and a radiant
luminary in the heaven of explanation. In the rose garden of
love, become a nightingale of mystery, and in the flower garden
of longing, be a melodious bird. In the school of unity read
the lesson of detachment, and in the chamber of uniqueness,
arrange a gathering. Swim in the ocean of knowledge and
wisdom, and in this desolate place of exile, raise the voice of
familiarity. If you are lost in the desert, the path of guidance
is clear and evident. If you thirst for the sweet Euphrates, the
waves of the creative sea are high and manifest. And if you
long for the divine countenance, the lights of His presence from
the Most Glorious Kingdom are clear and visible to the eye of
insight. Therefore give thanks to God that His glorious favors
have encompassed you from all directions. And the Glory be
upon you.
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AB06230

To: Mulla Ali Bajistani, in Mashhad
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
This is the time for mention and praise, and the day for ut-
terance and calling out and seeking assistance from the Most
Glorious Beauty. The gates are opened and the Tablets are
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explained. The lights are manifest and the mysteries are re-
vealed. The veils are lifted and the coverings are rent asunder.
The proof is complete and the evidence is shining. The bounty
is perfect and the grace all-encompassing. The time has come
for us to turn to the Most Glorious Kingdom and seek recourse
to His other realms. Let us behold the rays of His favors from
the horizon of the placeless realm and observe the radiance of
His countenance from the dawning-place of the unseen world
of possibility. If His outpourings until now came from all direc-
tions, now His bestowals are sanctified from directions. And
if His lights before shone forth from the point of the circle of
existence, now they are manifest from the entire circumference.
If His beauty before rose from the horizon of the visible realm,
now it flows forth upon all existence. And the Glory be upon
thee.
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To: Siyyid Muhammad Azghandi, in Mashhad
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O fragrant flower of the divine garden of love! At this time
when the Sun of the heaven of sanctification is shining with
utmost brilliance from the horizon of the Most Glorious
Beauty - He alone with no partner in His Essence, attributes,
names, deeds, effusions and manifestations, and none like Him
in the loftiness of His proof, the exaltation of His sovereignty,
His mighty signs and His clear evidences, for He alone is
the Beloved of the mystics, the Goal of the sincere ones, the
Object of worship of the believers, the Refuge of the believers,
the Shelter of the steadfast and firm ones, the Adored One
of those who have attained, and the Promised One in all the
tablets revealed to the Prophets and Messengers - immerse
yourself in the ocean of oneness, ascend to the heaven of
detachment, abide eternally in the paradise of divine unity,
and turn toward the Most Glorious Kingdom. And the Glory
be upon you.
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AB11773

To: Mulla Ghulam Rida, in Faran
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O thou who speakest forth in praise of God! At this hour,
when heart and soul are set aquiver by the breaths of the
All-Merciful, and mind and sense are stirred by the sweet fra-
grance of that loving Friend; when the eye of inner vision is
illumined by beholding, and the ear of understanding is intent
upon hearkening to the accents that stream from the Kingdom
of the sovereign Lord of the world of lightsd€”know thou that
for that most radiant Sun no setting nor concealment can ever
be, and for that Most Great Ocean of the heavenly universe
no stillness nor cessation can exist. The eye that is fashioned
of earthly elements hath indeed been deprived, and the insen-
sible bodily ear hath been shut out; yet do thou, who art of
the heavenly realm and assured of the world on high, remain
confident and at peace.
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To: Allahvirdi Mirza, in Mashhad
Date: 1893-Feb-09

O you who are stirred by the breezes of grace! In this Most
Great Resurrection, when the services to the Ancient Beauty
have set the heart of the world in motion, a group of the frozen
and dead have imagined they can prevent the Most Great Sea
from its advancing waves, or deprive the Most Glorious Orb of
its dawn-time rays, or deny the horizons of nations from the
continuous outpourings of this daybreak. Vain indeed are their
deeds.

“These clods of earth, moved by envy, would fain obscure thy
sun.”

Soon you will hear the peal of this trumpet from the Supreme
Concourse and will hear the blast of this trumpet from the
horizons of the world. And upon you be glory and the spirit.
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To: Mahmud son of Mashhadi Isma’il
Date: 1893-Feb-20

O thou bird of the nest of the love of God! The accents of mys-
tic communion that poured forth from the throat of the love
of God reached the ears of these birds of the gardens of ardent
yearning, engendering joy and radiance in the hearts of these
thankful birds. Every breeze that wafteth from the land of rap-
ture imparteth gladness to the souls of the friends of God, edifi-
eth their hearts, and intoxicateth and transporteth their minds.
The fragrant breath of a physical rose-garden imparteth untold
joy unto the dwellers of the material world, imbuing the down-
hearted with a fresh spirit. It dispelleth the darkness of the
hearts, and granteth deliverance from the lethargy of existence.
It is clear therefore what effect must be exerted by the spiri-
tual breezes blowing from the garden of compassionate hearts,
and from the rose-bower of Divine love. Even as He saith: “I,
verily, perceive the fragrance of the Compassionate from the
quarter of Yemen.” This “Yemen” is the hearts of the spiritual,
and this “Aden” is the conscience of the illumined. Wherefore,
O thou morning bird, now is the time for melody and song;
and, O thou essence of poverty, now is the season for lowly
and ardent supplication. On this bough of the spiritual rose-
garden, do thou strike up a melody and anthem, and awaken
those who are bewildered by the dawn.

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
3 3 Sha’ban 1310
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AB04991

To: Edward Granville Browne
Date: 1893-Mar-24

Loving friend! It has been some time that the path of fellowship 5 aw <l ol JQ s W.» Ol e oL

has been completely closed, and soul and heart have become
grieved and weary. You have neither remembered these wan-
derers nor consoled these exiles with a letter. What opposition
did you see that you cut off companionship? We firmly hope
that the foundation of love between us is like an impregnable
fortress. During this time we were anticipating that [some ac-
tion would be taken] and were yearning that some insistence
would be made.

2 Again the waves of the sea of love came into motion and a wave
from the world of heart and soul struck the shore of paper and
pen. Control was lost from my hand and involuntarily I remem-
bered your disposition and nature and engaged in mention of
your heart-attracting countenance.

Know this much that in this divine gathering your remem-
brance is like a bright candle and mention of you in hearts is
like a rose garden and flower bed. Although you may have
forgotten us, we will never forget at any time, and we beseech
God that you may be the manifestation of divine assistance and
the dawning-place of infinite grace in all affairs. And peace be
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To: Aga Mirza Mahmud
Date: 1893-Apr-14

O thou who art guided by the lights of God’s guidance! Praise
be to God that thou hast arrived at the spring of eternal life
and drunk from the pure fountain of living waters. Thou
hast witnessed the divine effulgence from the luminous spot,
heard the songs of attraction from the birds of the holy gar-
dens, found repose in the shade of the divine Lote Tree, drunk
from the pure chalice whose mixture is of camphor, borrowed
the bestowals of the radiant lights of revelation from the light
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of manifestation from the horizon of Sinai, partaken of the
wine of joy, and attained to that which was the ultimate desire
of the friends of God, reaching the station of “He singles out
for His mercy whomsoever He willeth.” Therefore, with thy
outward tongue and inner heart’s emotions, open thy lips in
thanksgiving for the divine favors, that thou hast been honored
with such a robe of glory and become independent of all save
Him through such a bounty. For thou hast become aware of
mysteries of which all mystics and scholars are deprived, and
discovered secrets of which all philosophers are heedless and
remote. I swear by the horizon of glory, if in gratitude thou
shouldst prostrate thyself a hundred thousand times in every
moment, it would not fulfill the thanks due for even a drop of
this mighty ocean. And the glory be upon thee.

LSJ‘::"jJJf‘LSL:MJ\)QSbf‘)}@L ‘4%\.«
dels on (Al )l sl 42
Sy olth oo ey a2 plig 328
Sl Kot s bl 5 2l 0Ly
G S s g § 1K 0L bl
8150 e85k Gt 5) e
@{J‘Jj'ujﬁj\j‘wjbf@e
Sy 3 OV K o & Ll l
B N\ﬁr{f\ O;& d’éb' (,MS (5"\":‘ db_ﬁj
O Ged S8 QU e s o dids p

S sl g (358 by 1, ohel 2

BRL__DAK#0037, SFI19.018b

AB00159

Date: 1893-May-19

O kindly friend of these wanderers! Thy noble letter, whose
lines bore the fragrance of an amber-scented pen, was perused
with utmost joy. A thousand thanks be unto God that it con-
veyed the glad-tidings of the sound health of thy generous and
noble person; this brought gladness to the conscience and be-
came the cause of solace to heart and soul. Thou hadst set forth
in some detail the incidents of this journey of thine. God will-
ing, in this world thou shalt yet undertake journeys attended
by spirit and sweet savours. Yet the true journey, the spiritual
voyage, is sweeter and more enchanting still, for this is the
passage from the world of dust unto the realm of purity, from
the domain of “No” unto the soul-delighting court of “Yea.” In
a moment are East and West traversed, and in an hour doth
man step into the arena of eternity. Then doth he behold the
fixed bird as moving, the moving as still, the flowing as frozen,
and the frozen as flowing; and the all-embracing reality of man,
in all its conditions and traces, its ordinances and modes, its
distinctions and determinations, is made manifest and realized
within the sphere of being and appearance.

O tender and faithful companion! If thou hast an aspiration,
and seekest spaciousness, and longest for travel, and desirest
movement and recreation, first close thine eyes unto the world
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and all who dwell therein, and pass beyond men and mortals.
Sever thyself from the heights of acceptance, and, like unto
these wanderers, make thy habitation in the corner of obscurity.
Free thyself from every thought and every mention, and at all
times await the quaffing of the cup of utter self-effacement,
and look for the hour of departure from this ruined abode.
By thy precious life! Until we pass beyond all that we have
seen and heard, and become wholly severed unto God; until
we turn away our eyes from name and fame; until we strip our
breasts of every vain imagining and idle fancy; until in some
destitute retreat we occupy ourselves with the remembrance of
God, freed from all save Him, and cease to be engrossed with
self—never shall we attain true spaciousness, nor accomplish
the spiritual journey.

Therefore, so far as thou art able, occupy thyself with thine
own self; for the human reality, though immersed in the dark-
nesses of contingent existence, yet borroweth light from the
splendours and mysteries of the true Origin and the holy hori-
zon of the world of being. When it turneth unto itself, its
radiance increaseth, until it becometh wholly light, and the
secret of the truth, “Concern yourselves with your own selves,”
is made manifest.

For years have we illumined our eyes by beholding the signs
that appear in the outer world; now it were well that for a
time we busy ourselves with discovering the traces and signs
within our own souls—that is, that we should take hold of our
own secret, and pass beyond this world of sweetness and bit-
terness, make our dwelling in the corner of sheer poverty, and
in the recess of utter self-effacement enter into retreat. Until
we drink this cup of everlasting life from the hand of the cup-
bearer of poverty and evanescence, we shall kindle no candle
in the company of the friends, nor shall we light a torch within
the inner chamber of the heart. There is a well-known saying;:
For some days let us devote the passing times to minstrel and
wine. We too, for a season, should consecrate our hours to
turning toward and illumining our own reality, that we may
behold what effulgences shall appear and shine forth from the
Most Exalted Horizon and the Kingdom of the Divine Name.

Thou hadst written of the miserliness of these wanderers and
the generosity of others. What can the poor and destitute
bestow? What alms can he give who lacketh even a penny? It
is the wealthy who spread the table of bounty and throw open
the portals of bestowal. Praised be God, thou hast entered
upon a well-furnished feast and a ready-spread board, and hast
found there all manner of blessings and favours. Surely thou
hast forgotten the hunger that dwelleth in the homes of the
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poor and the nakedness that haunteth the nests of the weak.
Why then complaint, and for what cause the tale of grievance?
Unless indeed we should say that thou hast passed beyond
the realm of contentment and hast opened wide the doors of
craving for increase.

i Apart from this, we are neither guides nor seekers of guidance,

neither disciples nor desired ones; we make no claim to knowl-
edge, nor do we pretend unto perfection. We are wanderers,
without home or haven, destitute ones, bereft and poor, needy
and dishevelled. At most, we are distraught with the beauty
of the Beloved, enamoured of the quarter of the fair-faced One.
We are sick through the Divine Physician, poor through the
wealth of the spirit; we are a feeble bird, yet caught in His
snare; a lowly gnat, yet sheltered beneath the Solomon of the
merciful Kingdom.

Moreover, shouldst thou pass through the bazaar of the jew-
elers, thou wouldst behold neither the splendour of the ruby
of Rum nor the radiance of the Badakhshan gem, neither the
lustrous pearl nor the unique and priceless gem. But when
thou passest by the stalls of the potters, thou wilt see waves
of earthenware surging in full display, and heaps of glass glit-
tering like flashes of lightning. Yet a hundred thousand shards
of clay can never equal a single precious gem.

Thou hadst requested an interpretation of certain surihs and
verses of the glorious Qur’an. Something brief was written, but
since the matter belongeth to the arena of direct encounter, I
was not pleased to send it; thus it was left unfinished. And be-
sides this, these verses are a heavenly cry and a divine melody—
what power have these birds with broken wings to soar in so
vast a heaven and at so lofty a height? Hast thou not ob-
served the words, “None knoweth its interpretation save God
and those firmly grounded in knowledge”? This servant be-
holdeth himself as athirst for but a single drop from the ocean
of knowledge, and if aught was written, it was only in response
to thy request.

I have heard most joyful tidings, and was greatly gladdened
and grateful, that thou hast resolved to attend a religious gath-
ering in America, there to expound the truth of the clear and
manifest Religion of God, the reality of the mighty Qur’an,
and the exalted station of the divine teachings. This intention
is highly acceptable and praiseworthy, for the peoples of those
regions know absolutely nothing of the truths of the Qur’an,
the foundations of the manifest Faith, and the law of the Lord
of the descendants of ‘Adnan. They have heard only certain
fabricated traditions and false imaginings, and have contented
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themselves therewith. It is most desirable that they should
become informed of the mysteries of the holy Book, the real-
ities of its teachings, the conduct, bearing, ethics, and deeds
of the great ones of old, and the ordinances, laws, principles,
and branches of the manifest religion of Islam; that the specific
prophethood of the Lord of Messengers may be established and
proven.

In truth, if thou shouldst exert thyself in this great undertaking
and weighty matter, abundant reward and the confirmations
of the all-glorious Lord are decreed and assured. Such a task is
one to be undertaken by one such as thyself, for others are not
equal to it. We beseech God to grant thee aid and success, and
to send us, in the clearest terms and with full detail, the tidings
and particulars thereof, that they may become the cause of joy
and gladness to the heart.

As for the rest: mayest thou ever abide established upon the
throne of gladness. And peace be upon thee.

Dated 15 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1310
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ABO01516

To: Hasan Khurasani
Date: 1893-Jul-03

O you who are firm and steadfast in the Cause of God! The
Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones)
once resided at the foot of Mount Carmel in Haifa, where He
mentioned several stories of the Prophets about that land and
some glad-tidings that were given concerning it, all of which
prophecies and references have been fulfilled. These days I went
to Haifa one day, wishing to secure some land there in your
name. Upon inspection, I found a very pleasant piece of land
in a desirable location with good air, spacious and inexpensive,
so I purchased it in your name. It is thirty thousand cubits
for four hundred Ottoman liras and a fraction. As it was two
pieces that functioned as one piece, I bought one piece and
God willing the second piece will be completed in two or three
days. For now, two hundred and twenty-eight Ottoman liras
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were borrowed from Jubran Sa’d and paid. If possible, please
send the full amount along with a certified passport so that
title deed can be obtained in your name from the Imperial
Registry.

In the telegram it was written that it was twenty thousand
cubits for four hundred liras. Now through certain means it
has become thirty thousand cubits at sixty-five paras per cubit.
Initially it was to be two ghurush per cubit. In any case, the
land was obtained very cheaply. Send the amount in a purse
via the Austrian steamer. A passport is also necessary because
legally one must have a passport certified by the local govern-
ment confirming that this person is truly an Iranian subject in
order to own property in Ottoman territories.

Regarding the Alexandria matter, we were waiting for this is-
sue to be resolved but it has not been. Surely there is wisdom
in this. In any case, we hope through God’s grace and con-
firmation that these difficulties will soon be resolved and the
means of comfort and peace of mind will be obtained for the
loved ones, so that I too may be relieved of worry in this regard.
For despite all afflictions, pains, concerns, sorrows and attacks
of enemies, I am not at peace in my mind about this matter
either.

Convey my greetings to Mirza Mahmud and Mirza Muhammad
Javad. And upon you be glory.
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AB11881

To: Aqa Mirza Zaynu’l-Abidin Jarrah Zanjani
Date: 1893-Oct-06

This servant of the Abha Beauty expended a hundred thousand
skilful oculists and sympathetic physicians, breathing forth the
breaths of life, that they might discover a collyrium of sight and
rescue this outward eye from veils and perils. Yet this utmost
endeavour yielded no fruit, and this strenuous search brought
no gain. In the end, this eye shall grow blind and descend into
the grave. Do thou, then, arise and compound a collyrium
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from the gems of the divine mines and the pearls of heavenly
wisdom; grind and refine it in the mortar of striving, and apply
it to the eyes of the peoples of the world and to the insight of
men, that it may bestow vision and impart such brightness as
shall endure for everlasting agesa€”nay rather, shall abide so
long as the everlasting Kingdom itself endureth.

2 Please convey to his honor, the blessed son Aqa Mirza Kazim,
the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings from this ser-
vant. We beseech the hidden favors of the Ancient Beauty that
He may assist him with mighty confirmations so that he may
become renowned among people for the qualities of the sincere
ones and the attributes of those drawn nigh. And upon you
and him be the Glory.
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To: Mihdi Gulpayigani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Oct-06

O thou who art turned toward the divine realm! Like the morn-
ing breeze and the fragrance of the garden of the All-Merciful,
pass through that heavenly region and territory. Bring every
heart to life, make every flower fresh and new, make every sense
of smell perfumed and every consciousness fragrant with musk.
If, through the bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, thou art confirmed and
assisted in holding fast to the sure handle and clinging to the
most pure and glorious hem, and in firmness and steadfast-
ness in God’s Covenant and Testament, thou shalt attain all
these gifts. Today is the day of awakening, and the time for
true worship and love of Truth, not metaphor. Be hopeful in
the bestowals of the Lord God, for if thou arisest to carry out
the divine counsels, thou shalt be confirmed in every gift and
assisted in every grace and bounty. And the Glory be upon
thee.

Everything thou didst request was written and sent.
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AB06357

To: Mirza Husayn Zanjani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Oct-06

O believer in God and one certain of the verses of God! In
the beginning of the Revelation, the hearts of the people of
Zanjan were illumined and became as a rose garden from the
effulgence of Sinai and the gleam of light. Like an ocean they
surged and roared, and became intimate with the voice of the
divine spirit. They sacrificed their lives and were captured and
imprisoned in the path of the All-Merciful. When those souls
ascended to the horizon of sanctity, a few thereafter [departed
in purity] and became completely dormant, frozen, deprived
and despairing. Those lights became dim and dark, and those
fragrances were cut off and forbidden. No sound remained, no
call. It is a place of regret and station of sorrow. Praise God
that you are a flame of this intense fire and a manifestation of
the bounty of these effulgent lights.

And upon you be glory.
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ABO07472

To: Muhammad Rida Yazdi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Oct-06

O thou who art love-stricken by the beauty of the true Beloved!
Every lover desireth his beloved, and every soul who hath sur-
rendered his heart to his sweetheart is bewildered by the loved
one’s hair.

O thou who hast lost thy heart to the Beloved’s face at the
banquet of God, like the mystic doves in this heavenly garden
and divine orchard, perch upon the tree of freedom, sing out
thy melodies, and wail and lament, for the face of that laughing,
hundred-petaled Rose hath slipped behind the veil, and the
beauty of that Sweetheart of the All-Merciful hath become
concealed. I beg forgiveness from God! This curtain and veil
are due to the deficiency of our vision. For, in truth, that
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Daystar in its essence hath neither rising nor setting. In His
Kingdom of glory He is always manifest.
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AB07899

To: Karbala’i Javad, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Oct-06

O sign of bounty! The favors of the Sovereign of existence
which are given according to merit - which means giving each
rightful one their due - fall under the requirements of justice.
However, the Most Great Guidance is a supreme gift and per-
tains to grace and bounty. Therefore, become thou like unto
a blossoming flower, and like the disheveled hyacinth, and like
the nightingale of the rose garden, begin to sing melodies and
raise thy voice in praise of thy Lord, for thou hast attained
to this grace and bounty by which the kingdom of existence
is illumined. And glory be upon the people of glory, O loved
ones of the All-Merciful!
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AB08141

To: Muhammad Taqi Milani
Date: 1893-Oct-07

O seeker of divine piety! Piety is righteousness, and in the
Glorious Book He saith “and the future belongeth to the God-
fearing.” For at all times, avoidance of dangers, trials, and
harmful perils taketh precedence, while the pursuit of benefits,
glad-tidings, virtues and advantages cometh after. For verily, a
strong barrier against the onset of disease and protection from
the assault of illness is, in truth, the very essence of health and
well-being. Therefore in all conditions keep divine piety before
thine eyes and hold fast to righteousness, that thou mayest
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remain safe and protected from the afflictions of the worlds of
self and passion.
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To: Karbala’i Hasan, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-07

O thou who seekest the good-pleasure of God! The excellence
of the servants of God is of two kinds: some are in a state of ex-
cellence and others in a state of highest excellence. Excellence
is attained through obligatory acts, while highest excellence is
achieved through voluntary deeds. “They ask thee what they
should spend. Say: That which is superfluous” pertains to ex-
cellence, while “They prefer others before themselves, though
poverty be their own lot” manifests highest excellence. “Cast
not yourselves with your own hands into destruction” indicates
excellence, while “Some men sell their very souls” demonstrates
highest excellence in sincerity. Strive thou, therefore, to be-
come a dawning-place of highest excellence.
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AB09822

To: Rahim Usku’i
Date: 1893-Oct-07

O sign of mercy! In the Qur’an the All-Merciful hath said: “He
bestoweth His mercy on whomsoever He willeth.” Thou who
wert outwardly neither a claimant to knowledge nor a leader
of the rebellious, who hadst neither pulpit nor prayer-niche,
neither turban nor cloak - through divine bounty thou hast
become a manifestation of the knowledge of the Lord and a
dawning-place of the gift of the Countenance of the Creator.
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2 Therefore give thanks unto God for this supreme triumph. And
the Glory be upon thee.
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AB02499

To: Baha’is of Saysan
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O beloved ones of the All-Merciful and manifestations of certi-
tude! Upon you be the glory of your Lord, the praise of your
Creator, the greetings of your Master, and the peace of your
generous and ancient Originator and Helper. Night and day,
morning and evening, we are occupied with the remembrance
of those who are attracted to the fragrances of the All-Merciful,
the beloved ones of Sisan. We beseech God that He may keep
those illumined hearts alive and fresh at all times through the
breaths of the spirit and fragrant breezes, and that the pure
seed which the divine Husbandman has scattered in that field
may, through the education of the outpouring of the April
rain of the All-Merciful’s mercy and the heat of the rays of the
Sun of the horizon of inner meanings, sprout forth and become
verdant and fresh through the moisture of the dew, yielding
bounty, blessing, increase and benefit beyond description.

O beloved ones of God! You are the saplings nurtured by
the hand of the Ancient Beauty and the trees planted and
established by the Best-Beloved of the world. Now is the time
for growth and development, the season of blossoms and purity,
and the endless time of fruit-bearing and grace. At all times
you are stirred by the breezes of grace, and in all conditions you
are made fresh and verdant by the rain of mercy. The divine
favors toward the beloved ones of Azerbaijan are without limit
or end, and the sublime favors of the Eternal flow like the waves
of the sea.

Therefore, open your tongues in thanksgiving and sing with
various melodies in these gardens. And glory be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O servants of the Most Glorious Beauty and nightingales of
the rose-garden of the love of God! You are the manifestations
of the favors and bounties of the Supreme Lord and the object
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of the glance of the Lord of Glory. You are cherished and
accepted servants at the threshold of God. It is incumbent to
be engaged in thanksgiving.
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AB06784

To: Ali Asghar Usku’i
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O fragrant flower of the rose-garden of divine knowledge! All
garments and robes that the hand of contingent being has wo-
ven and the fingers in the realm of created things have knitted
are but borrowed attire and customary garments that grow old
and ancient, worn and tattered. Cast off these doubtful gar-
ments from the temple of existence and swim in this boundless
ocean and plunge into the depths of this vast sea, that you
may obtain the pearls of light and the hidden gems of the All-
Forgiving Lord, becoming intimate with the fish of that Most
Great Ocean and harmonious with the whale of the Divine
Sea. Strive then in this, for this is the highest glory and the
jewel that shines upon the crown of the Kingdom that does
not perish. And upon you be glory.
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AB07900

To: Karbala’t Bagqir, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O sign of the love of God! If thou couldst know in what state of
excitement this heart is at this moment, thou wouldst rend thy
garment and become swift-moving in the path of God. Thou
wouldst kindle the fire of longing and consume the liver of all
horizons, and wouldst sacrifice thy soul freely in the path of the
Beloved. This is the time, the time of flame and fire, and the
season of fervor and longing and burning. Besides this station,
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whatsoever thou mayest observe will all cause lethargy and

torpidity. And upon thee be glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha g Sesldly

Convey to that pure leaf, the handmaiden of God, his honored
wife, the Most Great, Most Wondrous Abha greeting, and give
her the glad-tidings through the fragrant mention.
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To: Karbala’i Qasim Badkubihi, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O thou who gazest upon the Beauty of the All-Merciful! In
these days when the lights of the Abha Kingdom have encom-
passed the worlds of existence, and the waves of the Most Great
Sea have filled the shores of contingent beings with the pearls of
divine outpourings, the candle of unity hath made the spiritual
gathering-place a garden of detachment. The call of encourage-
ment and exhortation is raised from the Abha Kingdom, and
the cry of “Hasten to the supreme blessing! Hasten to the
mighty gift!” reacheth continuously from the highest heaven
to the ears of those who are near to the threshold of the All-
Glorious. Therefore, if thou hearest this call with the ear of
the spirit, strive to exalt the Word of God, that thou mayest
make fragrant the nostrils of the spiritually-minded with divine
fragrances.
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ABO08257

To: Muhammad Taqi Charkhi Matanaq, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O thou who speakest in praise of God! In this arena of the
world, where the promptings of passion and wickedness have
gained ascendancy over the hearts of all created things, and
where the manifestations of tyranny and depravity have en-
compassed the hearts of men, do thou lay hold on the Most
Great Handle and cling to the hem of piety, and turn thy face
toward the Sun of Guidance, that the verses of divine sanctifi-
cation may become established signs within the essence of thy
being, not merely deposited therein. For deposited verses are
like a tree and branch without fruit or benefit, like a reflection
in mirrors and hearts that hath no permanence or stability.
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AB08128

To: Qaim Baba brother of Javad Usku’i
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O thou bright candle of the gathering of the love of God! In
this soul-refreshing divine wilderness, spread thy wings and
take flight, and begin to warble thy melodies of mystery. If
thou art a nightingale of the garden of intimacy and a bird
of the holy meadows, know that the rose of the divine garden
hath diffused its perfumed fragrance, and the sweet basil of the
spiritual garden hath spread its musky scent. The bewitching
narcissus hath bloomed, and the verdant hyacinth hath let
down its tresses. The free cypress hath raised its stature, and
the joyous lily hath loosened its tongue. In truth, the divine
garden is in the utmost freshness and delicacy, and the spiri-
tual meadows are in the highest refinement and charm. Now
is the time, now is the time - strive thou in this!
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ABO08755

To: Najaf Ali, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the love of God!
The wine of the vineyard and the pleasant beverage yield but
a momentary exhilaration, and its turbulent sea is but a dew-
drop. The divine wine, however, imparteth eternal joy and
delight, and its brimming, triumph-laden chalice is overflow-
ing. Should anyone partake of a drop of this divine wine, he
will be roused from unconsciousness to consciousness, and will
be delivered from the stupor of heedlessness and the intoxi-
cation of ignorance and error. Therefore, one must seek this
everlasting nectar and not the bitter, perishable water. And
glory be upon those who are intoxicated with the wine of the
love of God.
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AB08919

To: Siyyid Muhammad, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O thou whose eyes are fixed on the Kingdom of the All-
Glorious! If thou dost seek a greater portion of the bounties
of the Abha Kingdom and desire that thy face be illumined
by the lights of the Sun of Truth and yearn to be revived by a
breath of fragrance emanating from the gardens of that most
glorious Realm, then strive to raise aloft the Word of God and
bend thine efforts to the utmost that the divine zephyr might
perfume the world of humanity. Every divine confirmation
ariseth from this essential cause and all assistance cometh
from this grace. I swear by the Ancient Beauty! A breath of
grace exhaled in this path is greater than the worship of this
world and the next.
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AB08940

To: Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Usku
Date: 1893-Oct-09

O thou who standest in the stations of servitude! The re-
quirements of servitude are purity of intention and complete
effacement and self-abnegation. That is, in all conditions one
must manifest absolute effacement, utter poverty and complete
sacrifice, such that no trace or vestige of one’s existence and
being remaineth. One must arise to fulfill the duties of self-
abnegation, which are among the conditions of servitude. In
such a state, the lights of unity will shine forth upon that soul
from the Dayspring of sanctification in such wise that he will
become all light. And upon thee be glory.
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AB03839

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Egypt

Date: 1893-Oct-16

O fresh and verdant branch of the Blessed Tree! Some time ago,
a letter was sent with spiritual breaths and heart attractions,
and now also, as the honored Haji is departing, these few words
are composed so that the fragrance of remembrance may per-
fume the gathering and assembly. For some time no news has
arrived from you - perhaps the multitude of occupations and
distraction of mind have become barriers and obstacles. Do
not be saddened by these events and do not become worried.
Soon all these waves will be calmed and the preoccupation of
mind will vanish.

“As for the foam, it passes away as dross upon the banks, while
that which is of benefit to mankind remains on the earth.”

That branch of the blessed tree must be green and fresh and
moist and fruitful in spring and summer and autumn and win-
ter - that is, in all seasons - so that it may become clear and
evident that through the grace of the Abha Beauty it exists
in an eternal spring, nay rather, in a springtime that has no
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autumn to follow. In any case, the effect of your pen was from
time to time the cause of spiritual joy and fragrance, and this
servant, despite the mighty ocean of occupations and the storm
of trials, is still engaged in remembering you. And the Glory
be upon you and upon your noble branches.
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To: Muhammad Salih Kirmani, in Eqypt
Date: 1893-Oct-16
O thou who hath fixed thine eyes in the direction of the mercy e s 58 Ol ;) Sy iy b Gl

of the Lord of Glory! Righteousness and piety are even as
strong armour, an impregnable stronghold ordained by God.
As long as the reality of man remains unsanctified by this
quintessential purity and still defiled by the pollution of self
and desire, the lights of the Kingdom of Abha will not shine
within the soul nor will the liberal effusions from the Supreme
Horizon be able to pour down on the receptive soil of the hu-
man heart. Thus from the very start one should strive to ac-
quire that righteousness that is born of God and turn all one’s
attention towards the acquisition of piety and salvation. And
upon thee be the glory and upon every one who is assured in
the signs of God.
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ABO05955

To: Muhammad Ali brother of the martyr, in Yazd
Date: 1893-Oct-21

O thou whose brother was martyred in the path of his Lord,
the Mighty, the Forgiving! Blessed art thou for being related
to that pure, holy and sacred soul! Blessed art thou for being
connected to that sincere, pure and luminous being! By thy
life! If thou knew the loftiness of thy brother’s station and the
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exaltation of his rank, thou would sacrifice thy spirit, thy soul,
thy body, thy very being, thy possessions and all thou hast in
his love, and would say: “Would that I had been with thee, so I
might have attained a mighty triumph!” By God the True One!
He is now in the Most Glorious Kingdom, beholding, seeing,
witnessing and crying out in the loudest voice: “Would that
my people knew how my Lord hath forgiven me and made me
one of those who are honored!” And thou, give thanks to God,
thy Lord, for having been blessed with this kinship which the
denizens of the Supreme Concourse take pride in, and say: “My
Lord! Aid me to remain steadfast as Thou didst aid my brother
to remain steadfast. Verily, Thou art the Most Generous of the
generous ones!”
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AB06491

To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd
Date: 1893-Oct-21

O maidservant of God, the pure and goodly Leaf! You have
mentioned your brother who strove in the path of God, and
your father who sacrificed his wealth, his spirit, his being, his
essence and his reality in the path of your Lord, the Merci-
ful, the Compassionate. He arose to call the people to God,
proclaiming in the name of God and crying out in the wilder-
ness: “The Kingdom of God has drawn nigh, the Dominion
of God has appeared, and the Divine Essence has been man-
ifested!” He traversed valleys and mountains, crossed deserts
and plains, all the while aflame and enkindled with the fire of
the love of God, until he laid down his burden at your Lord’s
resting place, in the vicinity of the Most Great Mercy. There-
fore give thanks to God, your Lord, for what you have attained,
and implore Him and supplicate Him to make you a sign of
guidance among the handmaidens and a brilliant flame among
the pure and holy leaves. And upon you be glory.
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AB06516

To: Ahmad Bagiruf, in Baku
Date: 1893-Oct-23

O thou who hast turned with thy spirit, heart and inner being
toward the Most Glorious Kingdom! In this divine gathering
and heavenly assembly, Jinab-i-Amin mentioned you and re-
quested the writing of this pure letter. In truth, in such an
age and such a time and moment, mentioning the friends is
greater than the worship of both worlds, especially at the Holy
Threshold which is the circling-place of the Supreme Concourse
and the Most Remote Sanctuary of the angels drawn nigh to
the Lord of Grandeur. Therefore, in gratitude for this bounty,
open thy tongue, for praise be to God, through such a gift
thy countenance is illumined, thy heart is a garden of the All-
Merciful, and thy soul is a rose-garden of consciousness. I
swear by the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His sincere loved ones, that today the loved ones of God are
confirmed with a bounty that is the ultimate hope of those
drawn nigh and the final desire of the believers. And glory be
upon thee and upon all the loved ones of the All-Merciful.
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AB06939

To: Aqa Mirza Yahya Kalimi Amidul-Atibba, in Rasht
Date: 1893-Oct-23

O thou who gazest toward the horizon of the Lord of the Hosts
of Israell Today in the Kingdom of the Glorious Lord, He
boasts of the existence of the children of His Friend who have
entered beneath the Blessed Tree, that by God’s grace there
exist among his progeny souls who today speak in the name
of Truth, who remember the remembrance of God, who are
alive through the breezes of the Spirit, and who are fresh and
verdant through the breaths of the Loving One.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty that today the form of the world
and the temple of nations are beneath the Most Great Name,
and although people are not aware of it now, ere long the power
of penetration of the Divine Word will so influence the pillars
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of the world that all will engage in praising the Glorious Lord U, § 5 sk ,;;L" ‘llc 081 55 Ol 4:&\

and sanctifying the loved ones of the All-Merciful. And glory
be upon thee.
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To: Mashhadi Ghulam-Ali Tabrizi, in Rasht
Date: 1893-Oct-23

I O thou who speaketh in remembrance of God! Although out- 0| £ *asl ;5 sl a2 A $3 5bU ¢l
wardly thou art wandering bewildered in the wilderness of sep- oS e s f s Ol Ol ol
aration and the valley of deprivation, give thanks that thou ., o g0 du, S ¢LML9 ol s s
art present and visible in the hearts of the lovers of the Face 1 o) YERAL u“‘*” Lw‘ [FRTTIVCPR
of the Beloved. “O thou soul who art at rest! Return to thy sl ssle 3 b 4 w,- Lol &)

Lord, well-pleased and well-pleasing. Enter thou among My
servants, yea, enter thou My paradise.”
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2 This connection and attachment and unity and harmony are aflas ) Bl B s B I s bl ol 2
among the special characteristics of this Most Great Cycle, 5 S u**‘i S ol VL;,\ 05 o

wherein the Sun of Truth from the Dayspring of Oneness hath
shed the lights of unity upon the temples of detachment, and
the Most Great Sea hath bestowed upon the shores of contin-

Ela o a5 Ll #anbl ;,:4,\ PN
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gent beings the luminous pearls of unity and detachment. The 2 \“’i s ’\’J’l f \’\’J‘“ dl){j ‘-l‘y
wider the garment’s hem, the more it shall receive. And the s an G cadl Sl Sy & 0l

Glory be upon thee.
3 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

1 12 Rabi’u’th-Thani 1311
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AB09764

To: Son of Haji Mirza Husayn (Nayriz)
Date: 1893-Oct-31

O Lord my God! This is a servant who is related to Your
servant who was banished and exiled in Your path to the land of
Sudan, where his body was consumed like fire from the intense
heat, until You delivered him through Your grace. O my Lord!
This is his son - make him a sign of Your beneficence, a banner
of Your bounty, a lamp of Your love, a light of Your affection,
a rose in the gardens of Your knowledge among Your creatures,
and sweet basil in the garden of faith in You and Your verses
amidst Your creation. Verily, You are the All-Bountiful.
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AB01070

To: Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O striver for the exaltation of the Word of God! Your let-
ters have been received and, God willing, will be answered in
turn. Letters arrive like successive waves of the Most Great Sea
- even if twenty scribes wrote continuously, answering would
not be possible. Despite this, for some time due to severe diffi-
culties and grave circumstances, a complete disorder in health
occurred and strength was depleted. These past few days the
severity has turned to mildness. God willing, from today writ-
ing will begin and this is the first letter being penned.

In any case, the purpose is for you to know and be certain that
you have not been and will not be forgotten for a moment. In
all conditions we have supplicated and continue to supplicate
the Most Glorious Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones) that He may enable that one intoxicated with the
wine of recognition to succeed in exalting the Word of God
and assist in igniting and kindling the fire of longing and pas-
sion in the hearts of the righteous and the free, so that you
may be a brilliant, blazing, luminous torch in the gathering of
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God’s friends and be confirmed in steadfastness to the divine
Covenant and Testament.

Convey to the spiritual friends and merciful companions the
Most Glorious and Wondrous Greetings from this servant and
say: O loved ones of the Chosen Beauty! This is not the time
for silence, quiet and stillness. It is the time for burning and
blazing. These days of life will end and have no fruit. Therefore
strive that universal results may be produced from existence
and wondrous traces appear in the reality of being. Observe
that thousands upon thousands of kings have come and gone
in this earthly dust-heap - from none is there any trace, name
or sign. They have become purely ephemeral and absolutely
non-existent. But the manifest traces of God’s loved ones are
evident and visible in all divine worlds, even in a speck of dust.

Place your foot upon the crown of kingship, then enter the
shade of poverty,

So that you may now behold the eternal kingdom from every
direction.

This servant has had and continues to have hope in divine con-
firmations that extraordinary signs of enkindlement will appear
from that land - meaning that all the friends will become so
ignited by the outpouring of the fire of God’s love that the heat
of their attraction will influence all regions and directions. For
that land has been the source of divine traces from the begin-
ning of the Cause, therefore it must certainly be distinguished
from other lands.

And upon you be glory.
‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

He is the Most Glorious!

From the descendants of the martyrs of Nayriz, upon them
be from all glory the Most Glorious, record and compile in a
register the name of every soul who is firm and steadfast in
God’s Cause and send it.
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AB10329

To: Nayrizi, Muhammad Husayn son of Ahmad Ali
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O my God! This is Your servant and the son of Your servant
who has turned his face toward the heaven of Your bounty and
the exalted clouds of Your grace, and who seeks to draw down
from the clouds of Your generosity the rain of Your favors and
bestowals. O Lord! Honor his countenance among the faces
of Your servants and illumine his brow with the lights of Your
signs. Verily, You are the Generous One.
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AB11048

To: Mother-in-law of Haji Mirza Husayn, in Nayriz
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O my Lord and my Hope! This is a handmaiden who hath
believed in Thee and in Thy signs, who hath been afflicted with
the hardships of journeying in Thy path, who hath yearned to
draw nigh unto Thy mercy, and who hath longed to behold the
beauty of Thy oneness. O Lord! Give her to drink, through

Thy bounty and favor, from the wine of Thy tender mercies.

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful.
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AB10816

To: Wife of Haji Mirza Husayn, in Nayriz
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O my God! This is a verdant leaf in the gardens of divine
knowledge. Pour forth upon her from the clouds of Thy mercy
the rain of grace and bounty, that she may be refreshed by the
waters of existence among the people of prostration, O Thou
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Who art the Lord of bounty and favor, and that she may be
stirred by the breezes of the spirit and fragrance in the garden
of contentment.

Olge )l 2 3 021
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AB11074

To: Mother of Mulla Ahmad Ali
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O my Lord and my Trust! This is a handmaiden from among
Thy handmaidens who hath sought shelter beneath the shade
of the Tree of Thy mercy, who hath turned toward the King-
dom of Thy oneness, who hath spoken the word of Thy unity,
and who hath acknowledged the beauty of Thy singleness. O
Lord! Perpetuate upon her Thy bounty, extend over her Thy
protection, and cause her to dwell within the ark of Thy salva-
tion.
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AB11067

To: Sister of Mulla Ahmad Ali
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O my invincible Refuge! This is a fruit from the garden of Thy
love, and a servant at the threshold of the gate of Thy Kingdom,
and one impoverished before the dominion of Thy bestowal,
and one who seeks protection with Thee from deprivation in all
things during Thy Manifestation. O Lord! Illumine her heart
with the light of Thy remembrance among Thy handmaidens.
Verily, Thou art the Generous.
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AB11064

To: Nayrizi, Fadlullah son of Ahmad Ali
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O my merciful Lord! This is a hyacinth which hath grown in , ol ,4:!\ Wl 3 0, s u“:j‘ L; s b
the garden of Thy good pleasure and a twig which hath ap- ‘F d 1 e L@l»-\ QA 2l G et
peared in the orchard of true knowledge. Cause it, O Lord of 3&»— T A L ol T
bounty, to be refreshed continually and at all times through 2 fas- " S e
Thy vitalizing breezes, and make it verdant, fresh and flourish- o LS Sl
ing through the outpourings of the clouds of Thy favours, O

Thou kind Lord!

Verily Thou art the All-Glorious. Q\a:.:J\ el Ko
BRL_APAB#02, BRL_CHILD#11 HUV2.017, MMTF.014
AB11051

To: Nayrizi, Muhammad Hasan son of Ahmad Ali
Date: 1893-Nov-01

My Lord, my Support and my Trust! I beseech Thy Most Glo- &l J) ! @W\ 5 Gk 6.\.«
rious Horizon, imploring, hoping and supplicating that Thou |, She o O e Jorn 3&»\ %Lﬂ Y
wouldst cause this Thy servant to be numbered among those ST 151 e KRR
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Thy greatest signs in the manifestation of Thy Most Glorious il S gV “QE‘* Jﬁ‘lf SRS

Beauty. Verily, Thou art the Giver of whatsoever Thou willest sl b ol ol al)
to whomsoever Thou willest. MMEK5#308 p.225
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AB11258

To: Nayrizi, Farrukh wife of Mulla Ahmad Ali
Date: 1893-Nov-01

O Thou my exalted Shelter! This is a maidservant who hath
supplicated at Thy door, who hath beseeched Thee, who hath
been attracted by the sweet savors of Thy love, and who hath
been set ablaze with the fire of Thy affection. O Lord! Dilate
her breast through the light of Thy knowledge and cause her
to speak Thy praise amidst Thy handmaidens. Verily, Thou
art the Munificent, the Bestower.
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AB10131

Date: 1893-Nov-02

O sapling of the garden of conscience! The Day of God has
come when the true Sun rose, appeared and shone forth from
the divine horizon, and Its radiant lights from the Sun of Truth
illumined earth and heaven. Now It shines in the realm of
placelessness while It has set from the horizon of the contingent
world. The darkest night has encompassed all. The loved ones
of the All-Merciful must each become like a lamp aflame.
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AB01756

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Nov-28

He is the Confirmer, the Helper, the Bestower, the Generous
One

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who hath aided
just kings and generous monarchs and perfect governments to
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attain the highest ranks of glory and the loftiest degrees of
honor. Thou hast made them manifestations of Thy power,
dawning-places of Thy might, recipients of Thy confirmation,
daysprings of Thy grace, signs of Thy sovereignty, and banners
of Thy grandeur, and pillars of the edifice of Thy protection
and shelter for Thy creatures. Through them the lights of
Thy justice have shone forth from the horizon, through them
the breezes of Thy generosity have been wafted throughout
the realms of possibility, through them Thou hast protected
Thy servants from the evil of the rebellious ones, through them
Thou hast caused Thy bondsmen to dwell in the cradle of secu-
rity. Thou hast made them a refuge for every oppressed one, a
shelter for every grief-stricken soul, a mighty fortress for every
wronged one, and an impregnable stronghold for everyone who
is mourned.

We beseech Thee by Thy conquering power, Thy resplendent
might, Thy perfect sovereignty, Thy manifest grandeur, Thy
brilliant lights and Thy evident signs, to aid the sovereign of
this land and assist the ruler of these cities and regions - he
who hath raised the standards of justice and benevolence over
the towns and villages of these realms, who hath lifted the
banners of victory upon these hills and mountains, who hath
tended Thy flock with the eye of grace and kindness, who hath
protected Thy creatures with the hosts of justice and compas-
sion, who hath sheltered this wronged community beneath the
shadow of his protection, and guarded this excused group in
the stronghold of his care, such that they have become as sheep
grazing in the meadows of security and safety, and roaming in
the gardens of rest and tranquility.

We supplicate the Kingdom of Thy oneness and implore the
court of Thy singleness to assist this glorious king and mighty
Alexander to attain the highest aspirations and to ascend to the
loftiest degrees of glory, and to aid him in raising the standard
of grandeur over the horizons of all regions, and to support
him in all conditions through Thy mercy, grace, generosity and
beneficence, O my Exalted Lord. And confirm the governor of
this city beneath the shadow of Thy mercy and loving-kindness
to ascend to the zenith of glory, achieve the greatest hopes, and
attain the highest stations among men. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful, the Giving, the All-Bountiful.
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AB11818

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1893-Dec-06

O divine friends and true companions! Man is in truth a pream-
ble of the Manifest Book of contingent being, and an epitome
of the meanings of the Preserved Tablet of this mighty universe,
and a concise expression of this unfurled scroll of all ancient
and modern times. He is the greatest sign and the banner of
the Blessed Beauty.

But by “man” is meant the all-embracing reality and the ra-
diant essence that is distinguished from all else by holy at-
tributes and is in harmony with the sanctified breaths of the
Abha Kingdom. Just as the spirit permeates and flows through
the physical body, giving the form its beautiful countenance,
lovely rose-like cheeks, wondrous delicacy and mighty freshness,
likewise this all-embracing reality is as the spirit and soul to
the body of this vast universe and the form of this extensive
contingent world. Its life depends on the grace, bounty and
outpouring of existence of this embodied spirit and depicted
life. Without it, it would be a lifeless corpse, a frozen form,
and a withered and dead thing.

Therefore, O spiritual friends and true divine companions,
supplicate and beseech, strive and endeavor that each of you
may become, through the grace and gift of the Divine Unity,
an all-embracing reality and a perfect essence rising from
the dawning-place of the signs of oneness and the dayspring
of the lights of detachment.
confirmation is intense. The sea of favors is surging and
the waves of bestowals are rising high. A single drop from
its drops bestows eternal life, and an outpouring from its
outpourings grants everlasting bounty.

Grace is ever-increasing and

Jinab-i-Amin has offered the highest praise for the fervor in
the hearts of the beloved in ‘Ishqabad. This brought great joy
and delight, for praise be to God, the beloved in that land are
alive, not extinguished, frozen and dead. They have spirit and
consciousness. They have understanding. They are firm in the
Covenant and Testament. They are preserved from tests and
trials. They are intoxicated from the cup of the wine of the
All-Merciful. They are overcome by the wine of address of the
Lord God. They are occupied with the remembrance of God.
They are intimate in the sanctuary of infinite mysteries. They
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are detached from all else save God. They are aware in the

Cause of God.

5 We beseech and implore with humility and need from the Abha
Kingdom that they may be assisted and confirmed, mindful
and trusting. And glory be upon them and upon all who are

firm, steadfast and upright in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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ABO03613

To: Shirvani, Mashhadi Kazim et al.
Date: 1893-Dec-06

O loved ones of God! Praise be to the Most Holy One who
has bestowed His infinite bounties upon His loved ones and
honored them with the blessed verse “And We wished to show
Our favor unto those who were oppressed in the earth, and
to make them leaders and to make them the inheritors.” This

bounty is among the special characteristics of the Day of God.

Therefore, O ye who are intoxicated with the wine of the divine
covenant and O ye who are lovers of the countenance of Truth,
strive to become the dawning-places of the signs of divine unity
and the rising-points of the lights of the Glorious Lord. When
the heavenly flood flows forth, each valley receives according
to its capacity, as it is said: “We send down water from the
sky, and the valleys flow according to their measure, and the
flood beareth along a swelling foam. And from that which
they heat in the fire for the sake of making ornaments, there
ariseth a foam like unto it. Thus doth God set forth truth and
falsehood. As for the foam, it passeth away as dross upon the
banks, while that which is of use to mankind, remaineth in
the earth.” Therefore strive, surge forth and cry out so that
you may attain to “that which is of use to mankind.” And the
Glory be upon you, O people of Glory.
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AB10637

AB11940

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishgabad
Date: 1893-Dec-06

O thou who hast turned thy face to the most glorious King-
dom! Blessed art thou for having drunk the cup of everlasting
life from the cup-bearer of faithfulness, and for having spo-
ken in praise in remembrance of the name of thy most exalted
Lord, and for having heard the call of God from behind the
pavilion of grandeur and majesty, and for having turned thy
face toward Him Who created the earth and the highest heav-
ens, and for having inclined thyself toward truth and submit-
ted and beseeched and supplicated and devoted thyself to thy
gracious Lord and the Great Announcement. He hath heard
thy prayers and accepted thy supplications and showered upon
thee the clouds of His mercy and caused the lights of His one-
ness to shine upon thee and sheltered thee in the protection of
His unique bounty. It behooveth thee to thank thy Lord for
this divine bestowal, this merciful gift, this unique endowment.
Verily the favor of thy Lord upon thee is great and glorious.

The Glory be upon thee.
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AB10637

To: niece of Ali Askar, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Dec-06

O thou pure leaf! Strive thou by day and by night that thou
mayest be kindled like a blazing fire and ignited by the divine
Hand of God. Be distinguished amongst the handmaidens of
the Merciful and endure every pain and affliction.

2 And upon thee be glory.
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ABO02751

AB05152

To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih)
Date: 1893-Dec-10

O thou who art a fruit of the tree of God’s love! When news
of the recent calamity reached the ears of these homeless ones,
our grief surged like a boundless sea. The waves thereof rose so
high that the inmates of the pavilion of glory and the taberna-
cle of grandeur became grief-stricken and lifeless. Nonetheless,
that blessed fruit of the eternal Tree should, under such cir-
cumstances, stand firm and steadfast as an immovable moun-
tain, and be neither disturbed nor agitated, for after the Most
Great Calamity and Supreme Affliction, which hath convulsed
the foundations of the world and set ablaze the harvest of the
human spirit with the fire of bereavement, every other calamity
falleth short.

Be thou firm and steadfast in the Cause of God, place thy trust
in Him, and hold fast unto the Kingdom of Abha, that thou
mayest enter a world wherein, bereft of all else save God, thou
findest all to be one being and dost become one of all. When
thou possessest Him, thou possessest all; and when thou findest
Him, thou findest all. The glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB02751

To: Ali Askar, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Dec-1/

O thou manifestation of the tests of God! Human souls in this
earthly dust-heap are of two kinds and are divided into two
hosts.

One host are even as the creeping things of the earth: the layers
of dust and the nethermost depths are, for them, the abode of
bounty, the seat of ease, the rose-garden of delight, and the
tulip-field of favor. This dark and narrow world appeareth,
in their lowly sight, exceeding spacious, radiant, and fair as
a garden. Wherefore, should the slightest cause of separation
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arise, an inexpressible anguish seizeth them. They account
this fleeting life to be everlasting existence, and deem bodily
pleasures the utmost summit of felicity.

The other host, however, are they who are inebriated with the
cup of God, who have been delivered from the conditions and
restraints of all save Him, and who have bound their hearts
unto the Abha Kingdom and the Supreme Companion. This
mortal world they behold as a gloomy prison, and this earthly
realm they reckon a dark and dreadful strait. This house of
affliction, spread throughout the horizons, they perceive as the
dungeon of the yearning heart. Therefore do they, at every
moment, long to ascend and soar unto the station of praise,
and hasten from place and from all conditioned being unto the
realm of the placeless. They are not perturbed by the passing
of any dear one, nor are they saddened and shaken by the
ascension of any beloveda€”most especially when that bird of
faithfulness hath winged its flight unto the nest of everlasting
life, made its habitation upon the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost
Boundary in the Abha Kingdom, and, from the Kawthar of
bounty, become enraptured with the wine-cup of reunion.

Grieve not, then, and sorrow not. Rather render thanks that
the close of her life was the dawning of divine bestowals.
Blessed is she, and blessed the breast that suckled her.

5 And the glory be upon thee.
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AB03454

To: Aqga Azizullah Kalimi, in Bombay
Date: 1893-Dec-14

O dear one of God! Praise be to God that you are cherished in
the Egypt of divine love and renowned in the city of recognition
and certitude. You soar in the heights of teaching and are a
lion hunter in the jungle of calling to God. Roll up the sleeve
of knowledge and bestow upon the world.

The Greater Peter, known as Simon the Pure, was outwardly
a dyer, and Noah the Pure was outwardly a carpenter. When
they received divine confirmation, one saved a people from the
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Most Great Flood and the other illumined a world with the
lights of guidance.

In any case, today is the time for firmness and steadfastness,
and the moment for holding fast to the sure handle, which is
the Book of God’s Covenant and Testament and the text of
the Most Holy Book: “Whoso holdeth fast unto it is indeed
safe, but whoso turneth away is lost.”

Know thou that the entire Cause hath reverted to this mani-
fest stronghold and appointed reference. None hath any place
in the Cause of God except after permission from this existing
station. Through this the fortress of God’s Cause is preserved
from the onset of any weakening and the occurrence of any
division. This is among the most precise of matters and upon
it rests the establishment of God’s religion and the strength-
ening of God’s law. Hold fast unto it with all strength, power,
firmness and steadfastness.

Glory be upon the firm and steadfast ones in the Cause of God.
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AB03435

To: Aqa Azizullah Kalimi (Bombay)
Date: 1893-Dec-14

O you who are wandering in the wilderness of the love of God!
For some time no letter was apparently sent and no message
or messenger was dispatched. The reason was the domination
of illness and physical ailments, not forgetfulness contrary to
the covenant and testament. The hardships, afflictions and
overwhelming difficulties facing that one intoxicated with the
wine of love are evident and known. The Persian poet said:

If like Abraham one must enter the fire

Or like John have my blood flow free
Or like Joseph be cast in well and prison
Or through poverty become like Jesus son of Mary

Now consider that if souls who in past ages became so intoxi-
cated with just a whiff of the fragrances of the love of God that
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they accepted the cup of trials, how much more should we who
are bewildered by the cup of bounty in this Day of Manifesta-
tion remain alive and fresh despite severe tribulations. Your
brother is among the martyrs in God’s path and his face is
radiant and luminous in God’s Kingdom, but he turned away
from claims as they bear no fruit. And the Glory be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The loved ones in this area all send their Most Glorious greet-
ings. Convey most glorious, most mighty and most complete
greetings from this servant to the loved ones in that region.
Through the grace of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones, we hope they will attain to a new
spirit at all times. Do not wait for replies - always send news.
And the Glory be upon you.
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AB05494

Date: 1893-Dec-14

He is shining and resplendent above the Dayspring of Light

O Lord my God! O Thou Who art the ecstasy of my soul,
the exultation of my heart, the joy of my spirit! O Thou Who
art my companion in my loneliness, my solace in moments of
distress, my comfort in time of anguish, my refuge and shelter
in my solitude! Thou seest me and beholdest my apprehen-
sion and anxiety, my suffering, agitation and despondency, my
misery and hardships. And thou hearest my sighs, my groan-
ing and lamentation, my bemoaning and bewailing before the
threshold of Thy oneness.

Verily I am well-pleased with the things thou hast ordained for
me, and I will remain patient under Thy tribulations. Power-
less as I am to magnify Thy praise, yet my heart is kindled
with the fire of Thy love. Shouldst Thou deny me access unto
Thy Presence, Thou hast dealt equitably in Thy judgement
and Thy behest, and shouldst Thou allow me to draw nigh
unto Thee, Thou hast treated me most bountifully through
Thy grace and loving kindness.
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I beseech Thee by the effulgent splendour of Thine august coun-
tenance to graciously assist this servant that his soul may be
filled with gladness through the breezes of Thy Revelation, that
his heart may be set ablaze with the fire of Thy love, that
his tongue may proclaim Thy Name, and his entire being be
dedicated to Thy service. Verily Thou art the Generous, the
Bestower, the All-Bountiful.
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AB07194

To: Wife of Ali Askar, in Tihran
Date: 1893-Dec-14

O handmaiden of God! Do not begin to wail over the ascension
of that pure leaf, and do not weep and lament. Do not be
sorrowful, do not be grief-stricken, do not beat your breast, do
not scratch your face, do not rend your collar. For that bird of
the garden has taken flight to the eternal gardens and with a
sweet spiritual voice has begun to sing melodies and songs upon
the highest branches of the Tree of Paradise. If you knew what
bounty she has attained and what mercy she has achieved, you
would soar with the utmost joy and, casting off this earthen
frame, would hasten at once to the eternal world and utter
upon your tongue “Would that my people could know!” And
the glory be upon you.
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AB11165

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqgypt
Date: 1893-Dec-14

...In any case, regarding the new building that you have pur-
chased and designated as a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, what you wrote
about this blessed deed is most acceptable and beloved. God
willing, it will become the cause of both inner and outer victo-
ries. In the Quran it is stated: “He alone maintains the houses
of God who believes in God and the Last Day.”
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AB00174

Date: 1893 ca.

O Thou Whose exalted Threshold is my haven and my refuge,
Whose hallowed Sanctuary is my shelter and my abode! I en-
treat Thee, with a heart aglow with the fire of Thy love, and
with eyes streaming with tears in my longing to attain Thy
presence, in my yearning to gain admittance into the Kingdom
of Thy glory, and in my desire to taste the sweetness of faithful-
ness to Thee, to graciously aid this servant through the breaths
of Thy holiness and the delight of communion with Thee. Ren-
der victorious, O my God, by the hosts of Thine all-glorious
Kingdom and the waves of the seas of Thine all-encompassing
bounty, this servant of Thine, who is enraptured by the com-
pany of Thine angels on high and enkindled with the fire of Thy
love amidst Thy servants. He is engaged in serving Thy Cause
amongst the peoples of the world, and in magnifying Thy name
before the ministers and rulers. He is occupied in diffusing Thy
sweet savours in gatherings held in remembrance of Thee, and
hath hoisted Thy banner amidst the masses. He hath turned
his face towards the Court of Thy grandeur, and is illumined
with the light of unwavering constancy in Thy Covenant and
Testament. He is striving to enable all to remain steadfast in
that which Thou hast enjoined upon the entire company of Thy
chosen ones, which Thou hast foreordained for them that are
dear to Thee, and with which Thou hast sealed Thine ultimate
decree.
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O Lord! Assist him through Thine invisible hosts, and
strengthen him with the might of Thy holy angels. Make
him a brilliant star, a radiant orb, a manifest light, a breeze
from the meadows of Thy glory, a fragrance from the flowers
of the plain of Thy mercy, a ray of light from Thy divine
Kingdom, a bright beam from the sun of the heaven of Thy
Oneness, and a standard rippling on the summits of Thy
great majesty and singleness. O Lord! Strengthen his loins
by Thy triumphant might, and sustain him amidst the people
through Thy glorious sovereignty. Grant that all hearts may
be attracted to him, all minds astounded in his presence, and
all ears made attentive to his utterance; that, moreover, all
eyes may turn their gaze towards his cheerful countenance
and all hearts marvel at the brightness of his face. Thou art,
verily, the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious,
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate, the All-Loving.

In these days, although this lowly one hath no time or respite
whatsoever for correspondence, yet the sweet savours of the
love of the beloved of God have so enraptured my heart that,
when writing, the reins of volition slip from my grasp and the
words flow unrestrained. In particular, whenever my thoughts
turn towards thee, whose heart is attracted to God, the act
of writing bringeth me joy and happiness, and setting pen to
paper is conducive to delight. Hardship turneth into gladness
of the heart, and toil is transmuted into blessing for the soul.

This is the day when we all should gather beneath the shade
of the Word of Oneness. Let us burn even as bright candles in
every gathering; let us be aflame with the fire of love. Now that
the Beauty of the All-Praised hath ascended, and the Day-Star
of the Kingdom hath set, whither can we direct our affections,
and what comfort can we expect? How are we to find repose,
and in what hope can our hearts rejoice? O the pity! A myriad
times the pity, if for a single moment we should look for ease
or comfort. Alas! A thousand times alas, if we should seek
any peace and tranquillity except in trials, tribulations, and
suffering sustained in His path.

That sanctified Being spent His days in chains and fetters, and
lived to the end of His life under the threat of the sword. Not a
moment’s rest did He find; not a tranquil breath did He draw.
Not for a single night did He repose on a bed of comfort, nor
lay His head upon a pillow of ease. Every bird hath a nest, and
every creature dwelleth in its abode, while the Blessed Beauty
was consumed by the fire of cruelty lit by His enemies. The
people of the world are asleep upon the couch of ease, while
the Most Great Name found not a moment’s rest, nor drew a
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single breath in peace. By what standard of fairness or fidelity
can we seek repose or pursue comfort and rest?

Praise be to God that thou art engaged day and night in serv-
ing the Cause of God, and art earnestly striving to diffuse His
fragrances and to propagate the splendours of the light of His
knowledge. By thy very life! This is a bounty from amongst
the bestowals of the Lord, one that no other bounty in the
world of being can ever rival. Erelong its splendours shall shine
forth and its musk-scented breaths be shed abroad; the gentle
breezes of its meadows shall waft and the soft-flowing waters
of its fountains flow. Thereupon, thou shalt see those who
taunt and mock yielding thanks, and those who sigh and com-
plain rendering praise. Thou shalt behold the envious becom-
ing remorseful, and the slandering women cutting their hands,
exclaiming, “Great God! No mortal is this! This is no other
than a noble angel.” “Verily, there is a prosperous issue to the
God-fearing.”

In brief, after His ascension, He Who is the Self-Subsisting was
faithful to His promises. He vouchsafed a remedy to heal the
hearts, and caused the gentle breezes of joy to waft. He aided
His loved ones with the hosts of the unseen, and confirmed
them with the power of the Kingdom. He assisted the friends
throughout the earth, and succoured His loved ones in every
land. The radiance of His glory spread throughout the East,
and His influence was made manifest in the West. His enemies
were brought low in all regions, and His foes were everywhere
left friendless and forlorn. Each mighty one was rendered weak,
and every haughty stirrer of mischief was abased, with none to
help them.

Consider how, through the operation of invisible means, the
foolish ones of the earth arose to foment discord and strife,
made the government of Persia exasperated, engaged in rebel-
lion, and raised a tumult. It became thereby clear that they
were the root of all mischief and the source of all malice. Thus
were the promoters of peace distinguished from the seditious,
and the ensuing events exposed their hidden secrets. Thus
was it made plain that they were wolves in the guise of shep-
herds and thieves garbed as watchmen, an oppressive darkness
in the world and a formidable obstacle to the well-being and
prosperity of all.

In like manner, a group of foes gathered in the Great City and
sought through every ruse, plot, and stratagem to bring ruin
to the Cause of God, to disperse the gathering of His loved
ones, and to cause a breach amongst His people. I swear by
the Ancient Beauty! When that company of foes joined hands
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with the shameless Jamalu’d-Din, they kindled such a fire of
sedition in the Great City that it was feared its flames might
reach the lofty abode of Him round Whom circle all that dwell
on earth, and that the resulting damage might threaten the
very foundations of the Cause of God. Then did the Hand of
Omnipotence emerge from His unseen Kingdom and disperse
that company in such wise that it was reduced to a handful of
scattered dust and condemned to eternal perdition.

Therefore, in thanksgiving for His divine confirmations, let us
strive by day and by night to exalt His Word, to be consumed
by the fire of His love, and to raise our voices in His remem-
brance and praise. Given such tender mercies, such bestowals,
such aid and assistance, how can we remain still? How can
we sit silent? O how pitiful it would be, were we to tarry, to
hesitate, or to fail to offer up our souls! How pitiful, were we
to set our hearts on ephemeral attachments rather than quaff
of this mystic wine! Woe unto us should we remain occupied
with our selfish desires, busy ourselves with our own earthly
concerns, and follow the promptings of such passions as deprive
us of these bounties and deny us a portion of these bright efful-
gences. By my life! This, verily, would be naught but manifest
loss.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Tihran
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art firm and steadfast in the Divine Covenant and
Testament! Thy letter was received and its contents were clear
and evident. Praise be to God that, through the grace of the
glorious Lord, beneath the shadow of the Word of Unity and
the resplendent Sign of Oneness, blessed souls have been raised
up and confirmed who are firm pillars of the stronghold of the
Covenant and solid foundations of the edifice of the Testament.
They are mighty deterrents to the hosts of doubts and manifest
dispellers of the storms of vain imaginings.

It is clear and evident that every mighty cause in existence
must face intense opposition, and every sturdy ship must en-
counter massive waves. Similarly, such a Covenant will find
violators of utmost strength, and such an ancient Testament
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will face opponents of greatest power. The vaster the ocean,
the mightier its tempests; the firmer the edifice, the more ex-
posed it is to the force of hurricanes.

Today, the balance of the Cause of God, the protection and
preservation of the Religion of God, the well-being of the loved
ones of God, the salvation of the servants of God, the safeguard-
ing of the Word of God, and the diffusion of the fragrances
of God are all dependent and conditional upon firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament of God. Should
the slightest weakness and laxity occur, all matters would be
disrupted and disordered.

Now, certain souls through subtle stratagems are contemplat-
ing the violation and breach of God’s Covenant and the break-
ing and severing of the mighty Testament of the All-Merciful,
thinking they shall achieve some result. But evil is that which
they imagine! Soon thou shalt see them in manifest loss.

In utmost secrecy, they sometimes say “The Book of God suf-
ficeth us,” and at times they utter “the day when God will
enrich all through His abundance.” At one moment they claim
that infallibility is denied and error and mistake are possible
and expected; at another, they outwardly profess unity with
their tongues while in reality they seek to demean and dispar-
age. They utter “the One Lord hath no partner” yet through
these words they aim to confuse minds and disturb thoughts.
This is indeed “a word of truth intended for falsehood,” for
the Ancient Beauty—may my soul be offered up for His exalted
threshold-hath no partner or likeness. God forbid! Indeed,
befitting servitude and true worship of Him is impossible and
unattainable, for He alone wished to be the Beloved of the
worlds and the Goal of the mystics.

However, through such intimations, the people of doubts aim
to scatter the Word of God, divide the party of God, and de-
mean the Covenant and Testament of the All-Merciful, so that
they might shake the weak souls with ornate speech. When
such thoughts cross their minds, they raise the question of in-
fallibility, although no one has claimed infallibility. When the
weak-minded accept this, they secretly raise objections, and
when this too is heard, they deny the Covenant and Testament
from its foundation.

In truth, the very root and foundation of these insinuations
and doubts they have inherited from ‘Umar. For in the Sahih
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of Bukhari—that book of traditions which the people of Sunni
Islam account among their sound and authoritative collections,
whose transmitters are deemed trustworthy and whose authen-
ticity is held to be above suspicion—it is recorded and set down
that when the signs of ascension began to appear upon the
blessed countenance of the Messenger of God—may the spirit
of all worlds be a sacrifice unto Him—that is, when His radiant
face grew flushed, He said: “Bring paper and pen, that I may
write and declare something whereby ye shall not go astray
after Me, and which ye may follow as your rule of conduct.”

‘Umar was present. He said: “The Book of God is sufficient for
us.” Thereupon some of the members of the Holy Household
said: “Obey His command, [and bring paper and pen|.” But
the second Caliph, in reply—God forbid!—uttered with his
tongue the words: “Indeed the man doth rave,” meaning that,
owing to the severity of His illness, the Prophet was speaking
deliriously. We seek refuge with God from so false and foolish
an utterance.

At all events, it was ‘Umar who first pronounced the words,
“The Book of God is sufficient for us,” and the community of
Islam, even unto this day, remaineth afHlicted by their grievous
consequences. One who is unaware of all the cycles, ages,
events, stratagems, and whisperings that have come to pass
might imagine that the utterers of “The Book of God is suf-
ficient for us” belonged only to that former age and to none
besides. The poor soul knoweth not that it is ever through
such whisperings and such devices that disruption hath been
wrought in the Religion of God and the Law of God, until the
very foundation of the Cause hath been shaken.

And now these present sayings are among the hidden secrets
of certain shallow-minded men who reckon themselves of the
friends and believers; and should they but find a listening ear,
they instill them there. The purport is this: that Your Honor
should be watchful lest they trouble and unsettle the weak, and
that day and night you should strive to strengthen and firmly
establish the Covenant of God in the hearts of the friends, in
such wise that, even if the hosts of Covenant-breaking should
descend from heaven like unto the waves of buckets, they would
be powerless to make a breach therein. Verily, thou art aided
from this station; and we beseech God to illumine through thee
the horizons of the hearts of them that turn unto Him.
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Date: 1893 ca.

He is the Self-Subsisting! r,;‘d\}a

Praise be to Him Who hath created a luminous reality, a most
merciful essence, a spiritual existence, a divine substance, a
radiant pearl, and a brilliant and unique gem, and made it the
channel of the supreme bounty, the bond of the Most Great
Covenant, and the means of the highest gift. Through it flowed
the bounties of its Lord and poured forth the desires of its
people. It shone forth, glowed, illumined, radiated, dawned
and revealed the mysteries, rent asunder the veils, split the
coverings and removed the shroud from a countenance whereby
the sun was concealed in clouds. All that is thereon shall pass
away, and there shall remain the face of thy Lord, the Lord of
Glory and Bounty.

I offer greetings, praise, peace and glory unto that white pearl,
that crimson ruby, that radiant virgin, that divine gem, that
eternal essence, that spiritual reality, and that conscious iden-
tity. I beseech God to make me one who partakes of its river,
who is immersed in its ocean, who receives from its bounty,
who is illumined by its radiance, who derives light from its
effulgence, who is warmed by its fire, and who is enlightened
by its lamp. Glorified be He Who created it, brought it forth,
originated it, chose it, and preferred it above all the worlds.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

God, blessed and exalted be He, hath said: “Until, when he
reached the setting of the sun, he found it setting in a muddy
spring”?> O thou who gazeth toward the Most Glorious King-
dom! Know thou that in this blessed verse, this celestial call,
this divine melody, and this spiritual reality there are signs
for those who possess insight and traces for those who witness.
Observe how that perceiving soul, that knower who stood firm,
that wise one acquainted with the mysteries of the Almighty
Lord, that one yearning to behold the lights of the Resplendent
Beauty, wandered through the realms of existence and trav-
eled from the dawning-place of creation to the setting-place
of invention, longing for vision and meeting. He saw no be-
ing among beings, no existent among existents, except that he
sought therein to witness the light of existence and observe the

2Qur’an 18:86.
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reality that flows upon all things - the center of divine inspira-
tions, the dawning-place of heavenly lights, the hidden secret,
and the concealed symbol in the unique essence.

; He wandered through the worlds of the unseen and the seen,

and plunged into the seas of grandeur and the wildernesses of
realms hidden from the eyes of creation, until he was guided to
the shore of eternity - that coast concealed from sight, veiled
from vision, and hidden from the minds of those possessed of
thoughts - the Ancient Dawn, the Greatest Name, the Most
Noble Rising-Place, and the Illumined Setting-Place dawning
over the horizons of nations. There he found the Sun of Divine
Reality, the Most Great Light of the All-Merciful, the Holy Di-
vine Identity, and the Luminous Eternal Essence setting - that
is, concealed, veiled, and hidden in an essence that combined
the water of existence and the heat of the kindled fire.

For the Merciful Manifestation, the Divine Dawning-Place, and
the Eternal Setting-Place hath two stations in the world of ap-
pearance and two ranks in the realm of manifestation. In the
first station, He is the source of the water of life, the heavenly
spring of salvation, and the spirit that pervades the realities
of all things. This mighty outpouring and manifest bounty is
expressed as the flowing water, and “from water did We create
every living thing.” In the second station, He is the fire kin-
dled in the Blessed Tree, the blazing flame in the sacred Sinai,
and the luminous flash in the mount of the divine spot, even as
Moses, peace be upon him, said: “Tarry ye; lo, I perceive a fire;
perhaps I can bring you a brand therefrom or find guidance in
the fire” The water flowing from the reality of bounty upon
the world of existence in the realm of manifestation, and the
intense heat that appeared from the kindled fire, when com-
bined, are expressed as the muddy spring - that is, heated by
the warmth of the love of the Mighty, the Loving.

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of existence! Let Us ex-
pound unto thee a second meaning of the blessed verse. That
most learned one who traverseth the worlds of being with the
feet of the heart, who journeyeth through the horizons of cre-
ation with the light of divine guidance - when his yearning, his
ardour and his longing to witness the effulgence from the light
of the horizons grew intense, he wandered in the wilderness
of the manifestations of created things and roamed through
the wastes and strongholds of the dawning-places of existence,
until he reached the axis of the millstone, the center of the cir-
cle of being in the Most Exalted Sphere, and the pivot of the
Supreme Orb revolving around itself in infinite space. Thus
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was he guided to the light of guidance, the Most Great Word,
the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing, the Sacred
Mosque and the Remote Mosque round about which blessings
have been bestowed. There he found that the Sun of Truth
was setting in a spring of dark water - that is, the fountain
of the water of existence commingled with dark clay, meaning
the elements existing in the visible material realm.

That resplendent and effulgent Light, the Reality of realities,
the Most Great Luminary, existed within a human temple, an
earthly frame, and an elemental body, manifesting all names,
attributes and lights within this Niche - “God is the Light of
the heavens and the earth. The similitude of His light is as a
niche wherein is a lamp.”® And the word “spring” hath seventy
meanings in the language, including flowing spring, weeping
eye, and also meaning sun, ray, cloud, chief, reality, essence
and the like. The commentators have said that it appeared to
set in a spring of dark water.
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Lawh-i-Ayat (Tablet of the Signs)
Date: 1893 ca.

Praise be to Him Who hath made the world of being, and hath
fashioned all that is, Him Who hath raised up the sincere to a
station of honor and hath made the invisible world to appear
on the plane of the visible—yet still, in their drunken stupor,
do men wander and stray.

He hath laid down the foundations of the lofty Citadel, He
hath inaugurated the Cycle of Glory, He hath brought forth a
new creation on this day that is clearly Judgement Day—and
still do the heedless stay fast in their drunken sleep.

The Bugle hath sounded, the Trumpet hath been blown, the
Crier hath raised his call, and all upon the earth have swooned

3Qur’an 24:35.
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away—but still do the dead, in the tombs of their bodies, sleep
on.

And the second clarion hath sounded, there hath followed the
second blast after the first, and the dread woe hath come, and
every nursing mother hath forgot the infant at her breast—yet
still the people, confused and distracted, heed it not.

And the Resurrection hath dawned, and the Hour hath struck,
and the Path hath been drawn straight, and the Balance
hath been set up, and all upon the earth have been gathered
together—but still the people see no sign of the way.

The light hath shone forth, and radiance loodeth Mount Sinai,
and a gentle wind bloweth from over the gardens of the Ever-
Forgiving Lord; the sweet breaths of the spirit are passing by,
and those who lay buried in the grave are rising up—and still
do the heedless slumber on in their tombs.

The flames of hell have been made to blaze, and heaven hath
been brought nigh; the celestial gardens are in flower, and fresh
pools are brimming over, and paradise gleameth in beauty—but
the unaware are still mired down in their empty dreams.

The veil hath fallen away, the curtain is lifted, the clouds have
parted, the Lord of Lords is in plain sight—yet all hath passed
the sinners by.

It is He Who hath made for you the new creation, and brought
on the woe that surpasseth all others, and gathered the holy
together in the realm on high. Verily in this are signs for those
who have eyes to see.

And among His signs is the appearance of omens and joyous
prophecies, of hints and clues, the spreading of many and var-
ious tidings, and the anticipations of the righteous, they who
have now attained their goal.

And among His signs are His splendors, rising above the hori-
zon of oneness, His lights streaming out from the dayspring of
might, and the announcement of the Most Great Glad-Tidings
by His Herald, the One, the Incomparable. Verily in this is a
brilliant proof for the company of those who know.

Among His signs is His being manifest, being seen by all, stand-
ing as His own proof, and His presence among witnesses in ev-
ery region, among peoples who fell upon Him even as wolves,
and compassed Him about from every side.

Among His signs is His withstanding powerful nations and all-
conquering states, and a host of enemies thirsting for His blood,
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intent at every moment upon His ruin, wheresoever He might
be. Verily this is a matter deserving the scrutiny of those who
ponder the signs and tokens of God.

Another of His signs is the marvel of His discourse, the elo-
quence of His utterance, the rapidity with which His Writings
were revealed, His words of wisdom, His verses, His epistles,
His communes, His unfolding of the Qur’an, both the abstruse
verses thereof and the clear. By thy very life! This thing is
plain as day to whoever will regard it with the eye of justice.

Again among His signs is the dawning sun of His knowledge,
and the rising moon of His arts and skills, and His demonstrat-
ing perfection in all His ways, as testified by the learned and
accomplished of many nations.

And again among His signs is the fact that His beauty stayed
inviolate, and His human temple was protected as He revealed
His splendors, despite the massed attacks of all His foes, who
came against Him in their thousands with their darting arrows,
spears and swords. Herein is verily a wonder and a warning to
any fair judge.

And among His signs is His long-suffering, His tribulations
and His woes, His agony in His chains and fetters, and His
calling out at every moment: “Come unto Me, come unto Me,
ye righteous! Come unto Me, come unto Me, ye lovers of the
good! Come unto Me, come unto Me, ye dawning points of
light!” Verily the gates of mystery are opened wide—but still
do the wicked disport themselves with their vain cavillings!

Yet another of His signs is the promulgation of His Book, His
decisive Holy Text wherein He reproved the kings, and His dire
warning to that one whose mighty rule was felt around the
world—and whose great throne then toppled down in a matter
of brief days—this being a fact clearly established and widely
known.

And among His signs is the sublimity of His grandeur, His
exalted state, His towering glory, and the shining out of His
beauty above the horizon of the Prison: so that heads were
bowed before Him and voices lowered, and humble were the
faces that turned His way. This is a proof never witnessed in
the ages gone before.

Again among His signs are the extraordinary things He contin-
ually did, the miracles He performed, the wonders appearing
from Him without interruption like the streaming down of His
clouds—and the acknowledgement, even by unbelievers, of His
powerful light. By His own life! This was clearly verified, it
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was demonstrated to those of every persuasion who came into
the presence of the living, the self-subsisting Lord.

And yet another of His signs is the wide-spreading rays of the
sun of His era, the rising moon of His times in the heaven of all
the ages: His day, which standeth at the summit of all days, for
its rank and power, its sciences and its arts, reaching far and
wide, that have dazzled the world and astonished the minds of
men.

AJJEJ,yJ)J,i)ojapwéC)luuqy}
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Verily is this a matter settled and established for all time. o5t ,“Y s O
SWAB#004, BSW#11.14x, SW_v09#03 p.032-034, DWN_v3#08 p.070-073, INBA13:398, INBA55:229, INBA59:148,
STYLE.043x INBASS:051, UMich962.092-094,
UMich991.047-051,  BRL_DAK#0958,
MKT1.137, MNMEK#021 p.099,
MMK1#004 p.013, AKHA_124BE #02-03
p.v, BCH.130, DLH2.223, OOL.C008

AB00452

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O ye beloved of God! How great is this Dispensation! How
bright the effulgence of this Age, the Age of the All-Glorious
Lord! All creation hath been set in motion, and the universe
vibrateth with tidings of joy and ecstasy. The realities of all
things are filled with blissful rapture, and every atom in exis-
tence is ecstatic with delight. Souls are attaining unto pros-
perity and advancement, and the friends are achieving success
and progress. The light of Revelation is shining bright, and
its signs are shedding light on all regions. The whole earth
resoundeth with the praises of the greatness of the Ancient
Beauty, and the Day-Star of His majesty shineth resplendent.

Every assemblage in the world is adorned with the mention of
the Most Great Name, and every gathering of the kindreds and
peoples of the earth is cognizant of the tidings of the advent of
the Most Wondrous Luminary. The East is illumined by His
light, and the West perfumed with His sweet savours. This
dusty earth hath become a rose-garden through the outpour-
ings of His bounteous favour, and the vast and lofty heavens
are filled with delight through the splendours of His sun. The
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realities of all things have been quickened and revived, and the
essences of all beings enraptured and enthralled. Goodly trees
are growing and flourishing on every side, yielding sweet and
luscious fruits. The banner of the Covenant is hoisted in every
region, and the ocean of the Testament is surging with such
endless billows and raging tempests as to cause every limb to
quake.

In this Most Great Dispensation, the Ancient Beauty—may
my soul be offered up for His loved ones—hath vouchsafed
unto all the believers a sure testimony, a surpassing mercy
and abundant favour, an infallible proof and clear evidence.
In the Most Holy Book, which abrogateth all the Books and
Scriptures of the past and standeth amongst them all transcen-
dent and supreme, He hath, in clear, explicit, and unequivocal
terms, revealed the path and marked out the road to salvation.
For five and twenty years did He nurture everyone and fed them
from the breast of holiness. In all His Tablets, Books, Epistles,
and Scriptures, He made mention of the Covenant and Tes-
tament, praising the steadfast and extolling those who cleave
tenaciously unto it, while condemning and rebuking those who
waver, and even forewarning them of divine punishment and
the threat of everlasting chastisement.

And then the Tablet of the Year of Stress, which is the year
of Baha’u’llah’s ascension, was revealed and distributed in all
regions. In it He clearly and unequivocally stated the severity
of the tests and the profusion of the trials. Some time there-
after, the Book of the Covenant and Preserved Tablet of the
Testament was revealed by the Supreme Pen, wherein all were
bidden, by His clear and explicit behest, to turn unto it and to
observe, obey, and follow it, so that when the ocean of the tests
and trials of the Year of Stress came to surge, no soul would
be perplexed, dismayed, or confused; so that the straight path,
the undeviating way, and the manifest light would become evi-
dent and clearly known; so that no room would be left for evil
whisperings, no differences would arise, and the unity of the
Word of God would be safeguarded.

5 Now a few capricious souls have appeared and begun to en-
gage in secret whisperings, and as soon as they feel sure of
their target, they even openly voice their intentions. One of
them saith: “The Blessed Beauty hath made us independent of
aught else, and hath left no need unmet.” The secret intent of
such a statement is that there is no need for an appointed Cen-
tre. Another exclaimeth: “Infallibility belonged to the Blessed
Beauty alone; no other person is infallible.” His inner motive is
to assert that the “the one whom God hath purposed” is liable
to error. Furthermore, they say that one who was regarded
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with favour, who was a believer or the recipient of a Tablet
during the days of the Blessed Beauty, cannot possibly be cast
out. Their true objective is to hint that were such a person to
arise in opposition, or be so bold as to show enmity, no harm
would result. They spread talk of this sort both openly and
privily. The whole purpose of these words is to violate the
Covenant and Testament. This is that same clamour which
the Beloved of the worlds hath foretold in all His Tablets.

O loved ones of God! Be wakeful, be ever wakeful! Be mindful,
be ever mindful! For tests and trials are most severe, and
the waverers are exceedingly subtle and destructive in their
schemes. Outwardly they proclaim that they are the first to
adhere to the Covenant, while secretly they strike an axe at
the very root of the Tree of the Covenant and Testament.

LOTW#65
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To: Baha’is of Bombay
Date: 1893 ca.

O ye beloved of the Mercifull The Abha Beauty hath shone
forth with His manifold names and attributes from the
Dawning-Point of all desires. He hath caused this glorious
century to become the revealer of His wondrous grace through
the effulgence of this new light, and hath set aglow the candle
of unity in the world of being. In sweet accents of oneness
and in celestial melodies proclaiming Divine Unity, He hath
warbled upon the branches of the garden of inner meanings
so as to gather the scattered peoples of the world under
the shadow of the Word of God and bring the hostile and
contentious tribes of the earth together in unity and harmony
beneath the canopy of the love of God. For this exalted
aim, this sanctified and manifest purpose, He hath offered
His breast to a myriad darts of woe, and welcomed countless

wounds with utter joy and resignation, even as a healing balm.

Not for an instant did He rest; not for a moment did His sacred
heart find tranquillity. How many a night did He pass under
the weight of chains, enduring until dawn a hundred thousand
hardships, even as a captive seized within a hostile land. He
met the darts of injustice with the target of faithfulness, and
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quaffed the poison of affliction as if it were the honeyed draught
of immortality. He kissed the sharpened blade as though it
were a brimming cup, and fervently yearned for the harrowing
prison as if it were a loving embrace. He was exiled from His
land and became a wanderer in the wilderness of adversity. He
was banished to Iraq and Adrianople, and was finally incarcer-
ated in the most desolate of cities. At last, despite all these
afflictive calamities and toilsome tribulations, He planted the
Tree of Oneness in the paradise of this new Cycle and raised
the tabernacle of unity, peace, and reconciliation above the
highest of all standards.

Then did the morn of hope dawn and the Sun of Truth begin
to shine. Its light was shed upon all regions, and the morning
breeze wafted forth. The joyful tidings of the Revelation were
announced, and the blazing flame and glowing fire of the Burn-
ing Bush shone resplendent. The billows of the ocean of unity,
even as the hosts of guidance, beat upon the shores of dis-
cord and cast the precious pearls of unity and concord far and
wide. The divine springtime encircled the earth, heavenly flow-
ers bloomed, vernal showers rained down, and life-bestowing
winds blew on every side, till at last all were filled with hope
that the beauty of Oneness would be unveiled in the assem-
blage of the world, and that the brightness of its countenance
would shine resplendent throughout all regions.

Wherefore, O ye beloved of the Lord and friends of God, arise,
and with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the ea-
gerness of your souls, strive to unfurl the standards of unity
in the midmost heart of the world and cause, with valiant
might, the ocean of oneness to surge. Thus may the body
of humankind be freed from the constraint of these variegated
robes and patched garments, and be adorned instead with the
sanctified raiment of unity.

This is the principal aim and true purpose of the revelation of
the Prophets, the advent of the chosen Ones, and the rising
of the Sun of Reality in this most great Dispensation of the
King of Glory. Unless this sublime aim be achieved, unless this
purpose of the All-Glorious Lord be fulfilled and made manifest
in the assemblage of the world, this great Cycle will prove idle,
and this mighty Dispensation will yield no fruit. God grant
that all endeavours may be dedicated to establishing the ties
of unity and concord.

The glory of God rest upon all who are steadfast in the
Covenant and have clung to that holy Testament, through
which God shieldeth against all discord.

LOTW#04
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To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1893 ca.

O divine friends! The Beauty of the All-Merciful, the Temple
of the Self-Subsisting, the Sovereign of the Throne of Glory and
the King of the Kingdom of the All-Merciful appeared from the
Kingdom of sanctification and transcendence in the realm of
similitude, and hastened from the world of abstraction to the
world of limitation. He endured all trials and pains, and bore
the greatest calamities in His sacred Person. He became the
target of the arrow of cruelty and the shield against the sword
of tribulation. He was exposed to severe blows and subjected
to tremendous hardships. He never rested for a moment nor
found comfort for an instant. He was bound in chains and
fetters and fell captive to every unparalleled oppressor. He
found His dwelling in prison and His abode in the dark corners
of the lowest dungeon. The mark of heavy chains was upon His
blessed neck, and the sign of stocks and bonds upon the feet
of that Dayspring of the horizons. He was exiled to the lands
of Iraq and banished to the center of discord in Bulgaria. He
was confined in the Most Great Prison and settled in the focal
point of intense grief. No morning brought Him peace of soul,
and no evening brought Him rest or comfort. The intensity of
His sufferings reached such a degree that three years before His
ascension, His blessed being was melting like a candle.

2 The purpose of bearing these calamities and trials, and endur-
ing all manner of pain and tribulation, was the education of
human souls and their acquiring divine characteristics, and the
progress of humanity in the sublime degrees of the most great
gifts - so that this lifeless body of contingent beings might be
quickened by the life-giving breaths of the All-Merciful, and the
brilliant lights of divine perfections might dispel the darkness
of human limitations; that the dark night of ignorant morals,
thoughts and manners might end and the luminous morn of
bounty, grace and divine compassion might dawn; that this
furnace of corruption might become a garden of sanctification,
and this thorny wilderness of abasement and rejection might
be transformed into a rose garden of glory and favor; that this
pit of deficiency and ignorance might become the mansion of
knowledge and excellence, and this bitter salt sea of ignorance
might be changed into the sweet waters of wisdom.

Therefore, O true friends and divine companions, forget not the
counsels and admonitions of that Kind Beloved, and erase not
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from memory the heavenly teachings of that spiritual Friend.
Recite the sacred Tablets day and night and obey the holy
commandments. Be the manifestations of love and affection
and the dawning-places of unity and bounty. Strive and make
an effort so that this human world may achieve mighty progress
in all degrees, even at the center of the earth, may show forth
wondrous signs, and may become, in all aspects of perfection,
the manifestation of the glorious signs of the All-Glorious. May
the power of the Kingdom be revealed in the center of the
world of matter, and may the confirmations of the Loving Lord
become the witness in the gathering of the world of existence.
May the world become the Abha Paradise, and the universe
the Paradise of the Lord God.

O divine friends! The assistance and bounty of the Abha King-
dom is with you, and the grace and munificence of the Supreme
Horizon is your support.
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AB00939

To: Mulla Abdu’l-Ghani Ardakani, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou servant at the Divine Threshold! Although until now
there has been shortcoming and deficiency in correspondence,
yet in the realm of heart and soul at all times thy remembrance
was the companion of my heart and thoughts of thee were the
friend of my spirit and soul. The divine friends are present
in the gathering and manifest in form - not for a moment is
it possible to be free from remembering them. How could for-
getfulness and oblivion find any way? I swear by that Perfect
Beauty that my heart and soul yearn to sacrifice themselves
in love for the divine friends, and the longing and burning of
separation has reached its utmost intensity.

Although in separation and deprivation, letters and writings
are better companions, yet the fragrances from the gardens of
hearts are the greatest means for consoling souls through the
glorious bounties of the Mighty Lord. It is hoped that this no-
ble messenger will become the best of messengers and carriers,
and at all times will inhale from the sweet breezes of the gar-
dens of the hearts of the loved ones of God a fragrance whose
pure scent will bestow eternal life upon all regions, so that the
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sacred reality of “We have honored the children of Adam” may
become manifest and evident at the pole of possibility through
endless bounty.

Adam in the divine cycles and sacred dispensations is the first
to believe, for he is the First Original, and the children of
Adam are those souls who in that cycle enter beneath the shade
of that Word of the All-Merciful and are as his lineage and
progeny. Therefore “and preferred them above many of those
We created” refers to the excellence of these souls over others,
except for those souls who are as fathers, for those souls are
exempt, and likewise those souls who have been divested of hu-
man nature and have been invested with heavenly attributes
- those souls are counted among the Supreme Concourse and
the near angels and are designated with the attribute of an-
gelhood. Although those Manifestations are outwardly raised
up in human form, in reality they are holy essences and sanc-
tified realities. These sacred realities are also exempt. Reflect
and ponder on this brief interpretation, for it suffices without
elaboration.

If I had opportunity and my pen flowed freely, I would inter-
pret this blessed verse with an interpretation that would move
hearts and expand breasts and delight ears to hear it, for it
is the spirit of life in the heart of man. But what can bear it
and what is the remedy? For ears are extended but tongues
are restrained and obstacles are evident. We beseech God to
open the doors of triumph upon the hearts of the loved ones
and to expand their hearts and breasts through the light of
His knowledge and cause their tongues to speak with the most
wondrous meanings among the Concourse of Light.

Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the Covenant
and hold fast to the sure handle that cannot be broken on
the Day of Gathering and Resurrection, for firmness in the
Covenant is a magnet for bounty and radiance and attracts
every good in all regions.

ADMS#326x
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ABO00970

Date: 1893 ca.

O my God! Thou art He Who, through the outpourings of
Thy bounty and the showers of the clouds of Thy mercy, hast
created, brought into being, and called forth luminous, divine
realities and celestial, eternal essences. Thou hast nurtured
them in the realms of Thy holiness by Thy fostering hand,
raised them up through Thy pure favor, caused them to spring
forth from the Tree of Thy oneness, and brought them forth
from the Lote-Tree of Thy unity. Thou hast made them Thy
greatest sign and Thy supreme gift amongst Thy creation.

Among these realities is this noble Branch, this great Name,
this manifest Light, possessed of wondrous character and ra-
diant countenance. O Lord! Thou didst cause him to hear
Thy call, to behold Thy beauty, to be guided to Thy path,
and to be honored with Thy presence. Thou didst address him
with Thy Word, make him the manifestation of Thy favors, the
dawning-place of Thy benevolence, and the recipient of Thy in-
spiration. Thou didst illumine his face with the light of Thy
knowledge, perfume his nostrils with Thy fragrances, cause
him to speak Thy praise, and expand his breast through Thy
verses. Thou didst gladden his spirit through Thy bounty, Thy
spirit, and the fragrant breezes from the garden of Thy mys-
teries. Thou didst make him steadfast in Thy Covenant and
Testament, and establish him firmly in the realm of existence
through Thy might and power.

O Lord! When Thou didst guide him to the Fire kindled in the
Tree of Eternity, and he was warmed by the Fire of Guidance
on the Supreme Sinai, he drank the cup of faithfulness and was
intoxicated by the pure wine. He cried out and called, “O my
Most Exalted Lord! Enable me to do what Thou lovest and
approvest, and make my face radiant in the latter life as Thou
didst illumine it in the former life.”

When the dawn of guidance breathed, and the Sun of Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom shone forth, and Thy lights spread through-
out all regions, he turned to the radiance of Thy beauty as the
chameleon turns to the sun. He answered Thy call with “Yea!”
and wandered in the wilderness of devotion, became enchanted
by the light of Thy beauty shining upon all horizons, arose to
praise Thee among the concourse of Thy loved ones, placed his
trust in Thee, turned to Thee, came unto Thee, stood before
Thee, and was honored to hearken with an attentive ear and
to witness with keen and sufficient insight.
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Thou didst fill him with love, infuse him with passion and
ardor, and he communed with Thee morning and evening, at
dawn and at dusk. O Lord! His days were completed, his
breath ceased, he cast off his garment and shed his raiment,
returning unto Thee pure, sanctified, naked, sincere, aflame,
attracted, yearning, and stirred by Thy fragrances.

Make noble his resting place and bring him down to a blessed
abode, the best of dwellings near Thy greatest mercy. Raise
him to a true position, a holy refuge in Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom. Shelter him beneath Thy Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing, gather him with the Supreme Concourse,
give him to drink from the cup of meeting with Thee, and
ordain every good thing for those who visit his fragrant and
holy tomb, and answer the prayer of those who call upon Thee
in the precincts of his verdant garden. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful, the Great, the Faithful, and verily,
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AB11643

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art bound in chains and fetters in the path of  Jaw & JsSL L et Juddd e b

God! The letter which you wrote to the one named by God was
observed and brought the utmost joy and delight. It is evident
that the Hands of the Cause must today think about protecting
the Cause of God from every direction, so that through the
assistance of the Most Glorious Kingdom they may succeed
and become manifestations of “Whosoever draws near to Me
by a span, I will draw near to him by a cubit.”

As you were aware before, and as was emphasized after the
Ascension, all the loved ones and friends must show complete
truthfulness, religious devotion and trustworthiness in their
obedience and submission to the throne of the supreme
sovereignty, becoming sincere well-wishers, for this is among
the religious obligations of these servants. The intention is
that they should be desirable subjects who willingly serve
with perfect good intentions and pure sincerity, not like
other groups who act from fear and dread, for they obey out
of fear not willingly - they are coerced and compelled, not
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choosing. In obedience to those in authority, we beseech God
that He may enable all friends to be sincere in service to the
government, for this is the means of God’s good pleasure.

He is the Most Glorious

Your services to the Cause of God are as clear and evident as
the rays of the sun, and likewise the trials and tribulations you
have endured. Well done and congratulations to you for this
cup overflowing with the bounty of God’s gifts! But a great
service remains - that of making feet firm on God’s Covenant
and promoting the All-Merciful’s Testament and Faith as is
fitting and proper among the brethren. Today the greatest
cause of prosperity, success, protection and preservation by the
Beauty of Abha and assistance from the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse is to establish signs of firmness and steadfastness
in God’s Covenant. For soon armies of doubts will spread
throughout all lands, and the darkness of violation and insinu-
ations will encompass the hearts of those who waver regarding
these clear verses. In any case, God willing, you must be a
mighty fortress for the Covenant and an impregnable castle
for the ancient Testament.

These are days of tests and times of trials. The Cause is
mighty and the Covenant severe. The Testament is the Tes-
tament of the All-Merciful and the Faith is the Faith of God.
The Guardian of this Covenant is the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsisting, and the Protector of this mighty, eternal Cause is
the aid and favor of the Lord of existence. Though all the
hosts of the seen and unseen should gather together, they can-
not make a breach. However, a few deluded ones imagine that
through whispers, intrigues, schemes and reports, through var-
ious means working in utmost secrecy, they can cause God’s
loved ones to waver. How evil is that which they imagine! Soon
you will see those who waver in manifest loss.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Wl Celbl o )l & 502 5 ) s [
Gy ) Okuys K& b 14 51 50!
Fabaaly 4 Wl Ly Cads 3 o
S oy

IR

SO 5 e G 5 ol ST 21,
AR s STy e aot JE 8
i Cade Ly Al Ange s
Al Bl dge s plBl i OF 5 0ile B
G s ko € o 0kl Ol s s
5T 5 6 o el ol 01T
Qe Moz by gl dlar Sle 5 0o
Blae s dgp 1 Lo gy 5 Spf Ol i
ke § cudled g e § 4
w\)u\J&EOL«Uﬁ}w%@‘))
by ST ) 5 e o s Lot &
S Cpam e 1y Bl Al AL gl
(e Faali 1) @8 dge

Sl glis ) Ol Syl 5 Cdloal pL)
Okl 5 cwl ey Olg, Olg il Gl
Ll wﬁ@d@&d\ 2l Olay okl
@f")ﬁjbﬂ:"-’};’.‘(’}ﬁﬁlff\&.‘
Kl sy sy Ol e O}Gdkgnf
§ ol Ol 08 UVLE i (63 50me il
:r-“:rwi o5 g el ui\:w; ales 4
b e JP5e |y (Al sl Bl elsl
Ol s 3 IR (67 Db 051 oa b

e

BRL_DAK#1010, YIA.361-362

98


https://www.bahai.org/r/858059151
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/yia.pdf#page=357

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB01194

AB01194

To: Mirza Husayn Khi
Date: 1893 ca.

O wanderer in the divine path! Who told you to join the
ranks of the homeless ones, to fall in with the assembly of
the lovelorn, to enter the circle of the destitute and to join
the gathering of lovers? You had a peaceful heart and a soul
free from every affliction. You had tranquility of conscience
and were intimate with comfort of spirit. You transformed
the composure of your mind into distraction and exchanged
the repose of your heart for the contamination of tribulation.
Like these homeless ones you became rootless, and like these
love-smitten ones you became lost in the wilderness and desert.
You gave your house over to plunder and paid tribute to the
jackals of Shiraz.

You did not know that you would fall into such severe tri-
als and become caught in such mighty tribulations. After all,
you wanted to learn a lesson from the homelessness of these
destitute ones and take counsel from the captivity of these op-
pressed ones. In any case, this is the divine path and this is
the way of the Lord - the way of sacrificing one’s life and self-
lessness, of forsaking comfort and prosperity. This purified gar-
ment accepts no staining color, and this radiant beauty accepts
no ornament or adornment. It comes to the arena stripped of
every garment and appears free of every bond. Were it not so,
every prisoner of passion would raise the banner of divine love
and every one afflicted with pleasure and wealth would pitch
high the tent of divine attraction.

From the first, love was fierce and bloodthirsty

So that whoever was an outsider might flee

Indeed, were it not for the trials in the divine path, with what
would the palate of the lovers of beauty be sweetened? And
were it not for drinking the cup of tribulations and pains in
the love of the All-Merciful, with what would the taste of the
yearning ones be delighted? His Holiness the Exalted One
(may my spirit and the spirit of all existence be sacrificed for
His shrine) says in a prayer: “O God! Were it not for the trials
in Thy path, I would never have accepted to come from the
holy realms to these stations of witnessing.”
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You too have had a share from this Most Great Sea and have
taken a portion from this camphor-mixed Kawthar of truth.
But this much is sufficient. It is hoped from God’s grace that
henceforth heavenly confirmations will arrive and you will at-
tain to all that is the hope and desire of heart and soul. At
all times when we attain the pure threshold, we remember you.
We beseech God that He may assist that honored one with
such a gift that its lights will forever shine, rise and radiate
from the horizon of the world.

ADMS#344
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To: Mawzun, Husayn Quli Qajar (Prince)
Date: 1893 ca.

O nightingale of the rose garden of praise and glorification!
The soul-melting melodies that you sang from your burning
throat in the garden of the love of God made the hearts of the
yearning ones companions of sighs and lamentations, and made
the souls of the distraught ones confidants of the moaning of
the heart and the longing of conscience. It cast a burning and
passion in hearts and threw a consuming fire and clamor in
souls. It made eyes weep and hearts bleed. It set fire to hearts
and cast flames to souls. It affected solid rock and sparked in
impenetrable stone. The burning separation from the Beloved
of all horizons has made the body so weak, the tongue so tied,
existence so frail, and hearts so drowned in seas of pain that
it cannot be described, and no consolation can be imagined -
except that we completely forget our own existence and strive
so fully in exalting the Word of God that the perfumed breezes
of His confirmation may perfume our nostrils and the Holy
Spirit’s outpourings may enliven souls and illumine hearts.

O bird of the garden of inner meanings! It is time for lamen-
tation and melody, time for song and voice, time for heart-
rending cry - so that the sleeping may awaken, the heedless
become conscious, the lost find their way to divine shelter, the
dead come alive, and the dejected enter into ecstasy and love.
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Thus may the banner of certitude be raised high on the hills of
hearts and the sign of faith be inscribed in souls. May divine
lights encompass the horizons of existence and the brilliant
traces of the Sun of Truth illuminate the easts and wests of
hearts, so that by the power of the divine Holy Spirit this dark
furnace of the world may become the luminous rose garden of
the Ancient Beauty, and this dusty earthen realm may become
the dawning-place of the lights of the Most Glorious Paradise.

Convey greetings to all the friends on behalf of this servant of
the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty and say: Do not be
dejected and do not sit broken-hearted. Trust in God and be
hopeful of the grace of the Most Glorious Horizon. Watch for
the descent of confirmation from the unseen realm and await
the dawning from the Dayspring of generosity without doubt.
I swear by His Beauty that His heavenly hosts confirm hearts
and His army of deliverance aids souls.

And glory be upon you and upon those who are steadfast in
God’s Covenant.
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AB01594

Date: 1893 ca.

O ye roses in the garden of God’s love! O ye bright lamps in
the assemblage of His knowledge! May the soft breathings of
God pass over you, may the Glory of God illumine the horizon
of your hearts. Ye are the waves of the deep sea of knowledge,
ye are the massed armies on the plains of certitude, ye are
the stars in the skies of God’s compassion, ye are the stones
that put the people of perdition to flight, ye are clouds of divine
pity over the gardens of life, ye are the abundant grace of God’s
oneness that is shed upon the essences of all created things.

On the outspread tablet of this world, ye are the verses of His
singleness; and atop lofty palace towers, ye are the banners
of the Lord. In His bowers are ye the blossoms and sweet-
smelling herbs, in the rose garden of the spirit the nightingales
that utter plaintive cries. Ye are the birds that soar upward
into the firmament of knowledge, the royal falcons on the wrist
of God.
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Why then are ye quenched, why silent, why leaden and dull?
Ye must shine forth like the lightning, and raise up a clam-
ouring like unto the great sea. Like a candle must ye shed
your light, and even as the soft breezes of God must ye blow
across the world. Even as sweet breaths from heavenly bow-
ers, as musk-laden winds from the gardens of the Lord, must
ye perfume the air for the people of knowledge, and even as
the splendours shed by the true Sun, must ye illumine the
hearts of humankind. For ye are the life-laden winds, ye are
the jessamine-scents from the gardens of the saved. Bring then
life to the dead, and awaken those who slumber. In the dark-
ness of the world be ye radiant flames; in the sands of perdition,
be ye well-springs of the water of life, be ye guidance from the
Lord God. Now is the time to serve, now is the time to be on
fire. Know ye the value of this chance, this favourable juncture
that is limitless grace, ere it slip from your hands.

Soon will our handful of days, our vanishing life, be gone, and
we shall pass, empty-handed, into the hollow that is dug for
those who speak no more; wherefore must we bind our hearts
to the manifest Beauty, and cling to the lifeline that faileth
never. We must gird ourselves for service, kindle love’s flame,
and burn away in its heat. We must loose our tongues till
we set the wide world’s heart afire, and with bright rays of
guidance blot out the armies of the night, and then, for His
sake, on the field of sacrifice, fling down our lives.

Thus let us scatter over every people the treasured gems of the
recognition of God, and with the decisive blade of the tongue,
and the sure arrows of knowledge, let us defeat the hosts of
self and passion, and hasten onward to the site of martyrdom,
to the place where we die for the Lord. And then, with flying
flags, and to the beat of drums, let us pass into the realm of
the All-Glorious, and join the Company on high.

Well is it with the doers of great deeds.

SWAB#210, BSW#15.08
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To: Haji Nasrullah Khan Anari
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art thoughtful about the Kingdom of existence!
The foolish ones gazed at the realm of existence, the plane
of Nasut, and desired keen sight, and searched and discussed
and sought to uncover the mysteries of being, and wished to
discover the secrets of creation, and yearned for knowledge
of the metaphysical realm. Alas, alas! What madness is this,
what imagining of fancy and conjecture! And stranger still that
they counted these conjectures as sciences and this madness as
wisdom from the peerless world. They searched for power in
matter and investigated spirit in bodies.

And yet, since their sight and vision were confined to material
things, they remained unaware of the world of the soul and
bereft of signs from the Kingdom of the Beloved. They dwelt
in the mineral world yet sought to discover the power of growth
and plants. They lived in the vegetable realm yet craved the
qualities of sensing bodies. They pitched their tent in the ani-
mal sphere yet yearned to discover human reality. They knew
themselves to be of the same genus and species as beasts yet
sought knowledge of the world of conscience. They remained
imprisoned in the world of nature yet investigated the realities
beyond nature. They lived in a cage yet wished to fly. They
made their home in the heart of the dusty earth, yet begged
for a share and portion of the waves of the Most Great Sea.
They were afflicted with a rheum, yet sought to enjoy sweet
fragrances. Like the creeping things of the earth they scurried
about beneath the ground, yet sought knowledge of the highest
heaven.

In vain was the work of these conjecturers! They descended
into the depths of their ignorance, were veiled from the myster-
ies beyond nature, and were blind to witnessing the greatest
signs. O how great is their regret! O how great is their sorrow!
For they are far removed from discrimination and perception
and witnessing and existence and life and all that is the true
adornment of the human reality!

VUJUDE.033-034
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To: Haji Husayn Yazdi
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art firm in the signs of God! What you had written
to Jinab-i-Haji was observed and we were infinitely delighted.
Your services were preserved in the Book and inscribed in the
Tablet. Blessed art thou! We were extremely glad about the
ardor and enthusiasm of the friends of God and the penetration
of the Word of God. We hope it will increase day by day.

However, they must not forget the wisdom enjoined in the
Holy Books and Tablets, for this matter is most important.
They must absolutely, absolutely not neglect to observe wis-
dom. Teaching is the greatest service at the Threshold of His
Holiness the Most One, but the condition of being accompa-
nied by wisdom must not be neglected, otherwise what is condi-
tional becomes vain and lost. First, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Manzar,
upon him be the Glory of God, must observe wisdom, and sec-
ond, whatever His Holiness Afnan of the Sacred Tree, upon him
be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, has deemed advisable
and commanded should be carried out.

Convey to the friends of God on behalf of this servant the
Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings, and say: O friends
of God! Be gladdened by the manifest, resplendent favors of
His Holiness the Most Merciful, and be stirred by the life-giving
breezes from the gardens of the Most Glorious Kingdom. You
are under the shade of the Blessed Tree, whose sheltering shade
extends from the Supreme Kingdom to the lowest depths, and
those who shelter beneath it are in a praiseworthy station.

O Lord! Hlumine the hearts of Thy loved ones with the lights
of Thy bounty, perfume the nostrils of Thy servants with the
sweet fragrances of holiness wafting from the gardens of Thy
most high paradise, aid them to obey Thy Cause and to remain
firm and steadfast in Thy Covenant and Testament, and to
be enkindled by the fire burning in the Tree of Thy divinity.
Verily Thou art the Protector, the Generous, the Merciful, the
All-Powerful.

Among the requirements of wisdom is that one must observe
the government and not act in any way that would cause offense
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or alarm, for all are explicitly commanded to obey and submit
to the government.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Yazd

Date: 1893 ca.

My God and my Lord! Thou seest my attachment to Thy most
glorious Kingdom, my longing to ascend to Thy most exalted
Threshold, my yearning to witness Thy greatest signs, and my
passionate love for the presence of Thy supreme mercy. O Lord!
My cries have risen up, the fire in my heart has intensified,
my sighs and laments have ascended, my limbs have trembled,
my members have shuddered, my body has melted, my bones
have wasted away, my heart is aflame, my tears flow, and my
patience is exhausted in separation from Thee. The lights of
faithfulness have set, and the darkness of estrangement has
encompassed all regions, and souls are shaken in Thy Covenant
and Testament, O Living One, O Self-Subsisting!

O Lord! Thou didst take the Covenant through the influence
of Thy Most Exalted Pen and through a power that penetrates
the realities of all things in the world of immortality, and Thou
didst mention in clearest utterance and most evident exposi-
tion, in all Thy Tablets and Scriptures and the pages of Thy
Kingdom, this mighty Covenant and ancient Testament. De-
spite this, those in doubt were shaken and arose with all their
might to destroy this lofty edifice and mighty foundation of
Thy Manifest Cause.

O Lord! Assist this exalted Branch of the Tree of Thy mercy
to remain firm and steadfast, and all who are related to Him in
this mighty Covenant which Thou didst take from the realities
of the people of the pavilion of holiness in the tabernacle of
Thy grandeur, O Generous One, O Merciful One! Make Him a
promoter of Thy Cause, a defender of Thy Covenant, a herald
of Thy Testament, protecting it with mighty resolve. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha ‘Abbas

O Lord! A man from among the most evil of Thy creatures has
arisen to destroy the word of Thy loved ones and harm Thy
servants, and has attacked this exalted Branch of Thy blessed
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Tree and unleashed his tongue with vile speech to discredit
those who believe in Thee and Thy signs. O Lord! Seize him
through Thy might and power with the grip of One mighty
and powerful, that the hearts of Thy loved ones may find rest
and the souls of Thy faithful ones may be gladdened. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Avenger, the Generous.
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To: Afnan, Mirza Siyyid Muhammad (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din) et al.

Date: 1893 ca.

Although the Sun of Truth may outwardly be veiled by the
clouds of concealment, were one to look with a perceiving eye,
listen with a hearing ear, and ponder with an awakened heart,
it would become evident that the splendours of the Most Great
Light have grown stronger and the rays of the lamp of God
waxed brighter, that the waves of His most mighty Ocean have
surged higher and the outpourings of the heaven of His bounty
have become more abundant and manifest. For, until now,
the veil of the human temple hath been an impediment to be-
holding the Sun of Truth. But now, wholly sanctified from
all earthly things, that resplendent Orb and Day-Star of the
highest heaven shineth forth above the Supreme Horizon and
beameth bright from the all-glorious Realm. This is His ex-
plicit text: “Verily, We behold you from Our realm of glory,
and shall aid whosoever will arise for the triumph of Our Cause
with the hosts of the Concourse on high and a company of Our
favoured angels.”

2 Even as was clearly seen in the advent of past Manifestations,
only after Their ascension did the greatness of the Cause of
God and the sovereignty of His Word become clear and evi-
dent. Consider, for instance, how during the Dispensation of
the Spirit, only a handful of seemingly humble souls were be-
lievers at the time of His ascension, and yet, when those feeble
ones arose with supreme steadfastness, they were so assisted
by divine confirmations and by the effusions of the Holy Spirit
that they shone forth above the horizon of the world in such
wise that the splendours of their imperishable light continue
to illuminate both this nether realm and the realm beyond.
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Hasten, then, O ye loved ones of God and His trustees; hasten
unto this most great favour! Rush forth, O ye blessed and

ooVl fadl s I glal 5 &1 Tl L 5
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chosen ones among Hlb' creation, rush forth unto this most Al el ('w"
exalted and august station! ‘

INBA55:105, INBA8T7:475 , INBA52:495,
LOTW#43 NURA#43, MMK4#126 p.131

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Khal-i Akbar
Date: 1893 ca.

Blow O ye sweet fragrances of God! Breath O ye breezes of
God! Proceed ye to the city towards the south, a land within
which layeth to rest a soul breathed into its heart and soul
the spirit of God, a land which embraced a body gathered
under the banner of God, and a heart attracted by the sweet
fragrances of God, and limbs and members enkindled by the
fire of the Love of God.

Greet ye that luminous tomb and that pure and sanctified
resting-place and say: “May the resplendent light shedding
from the Realm of Glory and the ray shining from the Abha
Kingdom envelop thy sweet-smelling mausoleum and spark
upon thy resting-place that is fragrant with ambergris. May
the Sun of Revelation shed limitless lights upon the spot illu-
minated by thy body and holdth thy mortal frame and con-
taineth within thy human temple - sanctified, pure, glorified,
noble, and neath the shade of the clouds of the loving-kindness
of Thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Blessed is the
city that thou were a stranger within, and joyful art the places
that thou came nigh unto and glorified is the earth that thou
layeth to rest within and exalted is the land that thou art
hidden within. On thee be the glory of God and His mercy.

May God be pleased with thee and bestow upon thee His divine
favor, and comfort thy soul with the sweet fragrances that have
wafted from the meadows of His oneness, and brighten thy face
in the gardens of His Mercy, and illumine thine eyes with the
sight of the beauty of His divine essence, and incline thine ears
to the melodies of the divine birds warbling in the Paradise of
His beholding on the tree of His oneness; for thou hast hear-
kened unto the Voice and answered the Call and cried out ‘here
am [’ to thy Lord, the Most High, and hath humbled thyself
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before the sovereignty of thy All-Glorious Beloved, and hath
been inflamed by the fire of the love of God, and hath placed
thy trust and confidence in God, and hath been consumed by
the fires of remoteness and the flames of deprivation until thou
returned to God and turned thy face towards Him and sought
the shelter beneath the shadow of His transcendent mercy. All
this for thou hast been faithful to the Covenant of God and
hath made thy steps firm and steadfast in His Testament. Salu-
tation, peace and praise rest upon thee in this world and in the
world to come.”

G Ol 0, 0l asbl Ol Cisel
Sl Ol 5 &l v<>-y; A Al
Al Bl oy L SIS K @S aa
J:‘:"BU‘&‘M’&CJLAJ.Si)J@J
A5 B G e T U

INBAR7:489, INBA52:513, BRL_ DAK#0919,
MKT2.281, KHAF.092

AB02087

Date: 1893 ca.

O wanderer of plain and desert in the path of God! Every soul
wanders lost in some wilderness, falling and rising: one strays
bewildered in the desert of worldly hopes and desires, another
roams confused in the wilderness of self and passion, another
wanders aimlessly in the desert of ignorance and error, and yet
another searches and strives in the plain of veiling from the
Beauty of Truth. Now those who gaze toward God are wan-
derers in His path through mountain and plain. Therefore give
thanks that you are bewildered in this desert and intoxicated
with the wine of God’s love in these mountains and plains.
How blessed you are! How pleasant for you!

The details of the martyrdom of his honor Sheikh San’an
reached the ears of these heartbroken ones. When this title
was bestowed upon him, it became clear that he would en-
counter great trials in this path. For a time he was a shepherd
in this tumultuous desert, tending the sheep belonging to the
divine feast. From morning till night he dwelt in these deserts
in his own state of joy, singing subtle, true melodies in love
of the Ancient Beauty and composing songs. Surely he must
have said “My soul be sacrificed for You” a hundred thousand
times and recited: “Die if you would be a devoted lover, for
you have done all else yet still live,” and cried out with his
heart’s tongue: “Kill me, kill me, O trustworthy ones, for in
my death is life upon life” And he would recite the blessed
verse of the Best of Stories: “By God, I am verily a heavenly
maiden whom Baha gave birth to in a palace of moist red
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ruby, and I and all in Paradise yearn for a soul that has been
slain in His path.”

In any case, we hope that through God’s favors, confirmations
and bounties, we too may, God willing, partake of and receive

a share from this cup. And may glory be upon the loved ones
of God.
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To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain, in Sin
Date: 1893 ca.

O youth of the All-Merciful! You have lamented and cried out
from separation and deprivation, and expressed grief and an-
guish from separation from the Beauty of the Beloved. You
have kindled a fire of soul-consuming ardor and burned the
hearts of the wounded and the livers of the deprived. This
burning and consuming cannot be expressed, and this anguish
and grief cannot be written or described. What power has the
weak pen to give this extensive explanation, and what help can
scant ink provide to expand this mighty sea? Therefore it is
better and more pleasant to leave these cries and lamentations
in the world of heart and soul. When the flame of fire twists
within and remains covered and the secret stays concealed, its
burning and intensity become greater and its anguish and ra-
diance grow mightier.

Although these servants have burned in the fire of separation,
yet your honored father who ascended to the Most Glorious
Kingdom became joyous and glad, attaining to vision and meet-
ing. And the honored Nabil-i-Akbar likewise took flight to the
Most Glorious realm, seeking shelter beneath the Lote-Tree of
the Uttermost Boundary, attaining the honor of meeting in
the highest Paradise and drinking the cup of grace from the
hand of the Cup-bearer of Oneness. And the desire of these
separated ones is that we may sacrifice ourselves at the place
of martyrdom and that the dagger of cruelty may cause waves
of blood to flow from this throat of faithfulness. In any case,
O bird of the nest of the love of God, strive and endeavor in
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God’s path, and exert effort and fervor to promote the religion
of God and kindle the fire of the love of God. By My life, this is
the mighty gift and the great means for success and attainment
in the Most Glorious Kingdom.
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AB02251

To: Muhammad Ali Rijalul-Ghayb
Date: 1893 ca.

O sincere seeker and understanding friend! What you had
written was noted and read with utmost care. Today the duty
of all is to follow whatever has been revealed from the Supreme
Pen and believe in whatever is the clear and evident utterance
of this servant. They should never interpret or explain, nor
seek hidden meanings. I swear by the Lord of the invisible and
visible realms, if anyone conceives his own notion or thought,
it will become the cause of his veiling and the reason for his
doubt.

This is the sincere, true, clear and evident belief of the peo-
ple of the Most Glorious Kingdom and the dwellers of the
Supreme Heaven: that the Universal Manifestations, who are
the Primal Points, the Suns of Truth, and the Sources of divine
outpourings, culminated in the Most Great Manifestation and
the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones’ feet). And until before the time mentioned in the Book of
God, namely one thousand years, all holy souls that appear are
guides, servants and slaves, nay rather dust at the threshold
of the Blessed Beauty. All are like lit lamps and shining stars
before that Sun of Truth, illumined by a ray from that Sun
of Reality. All are servants unto Him and all act by His com-
mand. Glory be to God! What relationship is there between
dust and the Lord of Lords, and what similarity between an
atom and the world-illumining Sun?

As for this servant, his station is that of a servant of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and an atom of dust at the threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty. In the presence of His loved ones I am effaced and non-
existent, and at the threshold of His servants I am non-existent
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dust. God forbid anything other than this! O loved ones of
God! But explain this matter to all with utmost love and
kindness, not with harshness and compulsion that would cause
discord.
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AB02335

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O ye friends of the All-Merciful Lord, my spiritual companions!
These are the days of service; this is the time to burn with the
love of God. The revelation of the Eternal mystery y and
its great wisdom and the grace of the Most Great Name and
its blessed fruit require that the loved ones should be distin-
guished among all others in this new Cycle by their fellowship,
their unity and their attraction and should be characterised in
particular by their application in deeds of the instructions of
that Ancient Beloved in this glorious Dispensation. Those in-
structions are none other than the strengthening of the sincere
bonds of friendship amongst all God’s creatures. How much
more strong, therefore must needs be the bond between those
who are true and spiritual friends. I swear by the Ancient
Beauty! Steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament of God
in this day means that one must sacrifice e one’s life for the
friends of the All Merciful. Until such a degree of sacrifice is at-
tained one cannot be accounted among those who are faithful
to the Covenant. Not a single drop from the ocean of sincerity
can be tasted, nor a breath of fragrant air inhaled from the
rosegarden of the All Glorious without this level of sacrifice. O
ye true friends! Be kind to each other, therefore in heart and
soul! Be sacrificing in the path of love towards each other so
that ye may be acceptable in the threshold of the One True
God. Rumi the poet says:

“The fragrance of the spirit comes to me from this camel cloth!

For the camel itself came from the court of Uways, the Pre-
cious!”

Consider how the lover can inhale the fragrance of the Spirit it-
self from mere camel wool because Uways of Qaran was a camel
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driver. Thus if our senses were spiritually alert how acutely
might we be aware of the Joseph of the Love of God from his
beauteous robe whose physical expression is found, in effect,
among the friends of God. I swear by the righteousness of the
Ancient Beauty! Should ye once breathe this God-intoxicated
perfume ye would truly sacrifice your very lives in His Path.

Al s 51 ask 5k =y el 5
Sums § ¢ g ol plozid
w81 Ol & Ut plezind

INBA7T2:036, INBA72:160, INBAS&8:120,

MMEK2#262 p.189

AB02346

To: Baha’is of Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O ancient servants of the Supreme Lord of the celestial sphere!
The lamp of God is lit and the rays of the Sun of Heaven
illuminate the rose garden and flower beds. The call of the
angel is loud, and the joyous tidings full of enthusiasm give
life to every noble one and pauper. The bestowals of the Kind
Friend are manifest, and the outpourings of the spring clouds
are jewel-bearing. The sea of knowledge and understanding is
casting forth pearls, and the fire of the world of heart and soul
has flames reaching to the skirts of heaven.

Therefore, O divine friends and spiritual companions, praise
be to the pure God who made such a sun appear from the land
of Iran and made manifest such a fruitful tree from the pure
soil of the Parsees.

3 Raise your hands in supplication to the court of the peerless
Lord: O forgiving, beneficent Lord! Praise and glorification
befit Thee, for Thou hast made this silent country full of fire,
and brought these lifeless unconscious ones to enthusiasm and
excitement. Thou gavest hope to the hopeless and showed the
way to the treasury of life to the destitute. Thou made the
poor wealthy and bestowed order and arrangement upon the
helpless.

O Lord! Make manifest what Thou promised in the heavenly
Books and reveal what Thou spoke through the tongues of
the Prophets. Show Thy divine power and make evident Thy
heavenly bounty. Make this country a supreme paradise and
make this East and West luminous throughout the earth. Make
these Parsees heavenly beings and make these nameless and
traceless ones like radiant stars. Thou art the Powerful, Thou
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art the All-Seeing, Thou art the All-Hearing, Thou art the
Supporter.
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AB02440

Date: 1893 ca.

I He is the Light of God

2 O loving friends! Though you are in the Eastern land and we
are in the Roman realm and Western territory, yet in the feast
of oneness we are helper and helped, and averse to estrange-
ment. We gaze upon one another with the eye of the heart
and are free from the bonds of others. We seek the radiance
of God and tread the path of the merciful Lord and search for
the countenance of the ancestors. We desire knowledge and
wisdom and hear the call of the divine messenger. We bring
the heavenly voice to the ear and surge like the sea and raise
our cry and call like the birds of the meadow, saying: O di-
vine friends! The sun of the eternal sphere has cast a ray of
divine radiance upon East and West, and in plain and moun-
tain the spring cloud has rained abundantly, and the wind of
paradise has made the face of the earth a supreme paradise,
and the meadow has received its adornment from the Creator.
It is the time of awakening and worthy of awareness. Make for
the rose garden of God and sing with Persian melody. Like
the free cypress grow tall by this stream, and like the birds
of the branches lament in garden and rose bower. Weep like
the cloud and laugh like the rose and like the narcissus open
watchful eyes and like the violet become intoxicated and bewil-
dered from the wine of the love of the kind Beloved. The table
of grace is spread in the vast plain of creation and the cloud of
bounty and praise is in nurturing downpour.

3 Therefore praise the Lord that you have received such a por-
tion and become honored in such a gathering and become in-
toxicated and content in such a feast. Take up a cup and give
to drink the wine of consciousness and make every bewildered
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one conscious. It is a day of victory and the time of burning
veils and the moment of illuminating faces.

The servant of the threshold of world illumination, ‘Ayn
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AB02558

Date: 1893 ca.

O true friends of God! The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) has
shone forth and radiated upon all the realms of creation and
regions of existence with all names and attributes. He guided
the lost ones to the path of guidance, directed the thirsty to
the pure spring, the poor to the treasure of wealth, and guided
the abased to the summit of glory, the ignorant to the ocean
of knowledge, the heedless to the pure fountain of conscience,
called the destitute to the flowing treasury, and delivered the
helpless from suffering. Night and day, with wondrous utter-
ance, eloquent exposition, and fluent tongue, He counseled and
advised that they should enter beneath the shade of the word
of unity and come to the shore of the sea of detachment, drink
from the spring of paradise, and strive for the unity of the
world, uproot differences between factions from their founda-
tion and eliminate conflicts between nations from their root.
The morn of oneness would shine forth and the lights of di-
vine singleness would dawn from the dawning-place of hopes.
The life-giving breezes of sanctity would waft from the source
of grace and the soul-reviving fragrances of detachment would
spread from the rose garden of unity.

And in this path He endured a hundred thousand grievous
afflictions and drank a hundred thousand cups of deadly poison.
What afflictions He bore, what calamities He witnessed, and
what heart’s blood He tasted! Is it now permissible that we
should seek comfort and desire the cup of pleasure, seek ease
and wish for safety, long for rest on the couch of luxury and
bounty? No, by God! This would not be the condition of
faithfulness, nor the sign of purity, nor the token of guidance.
Therefore, O divine friends, come, let us unitedly sacrifice our
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lives and completely shut our eyes to this transient world. Let
us strive until we illumine a face in the Abha Kingdom.
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AB11846

To: Baha’is of Anarak
Date: 1893 ca.

O true divine loved ones! On that dawn when the Sun of Real-
ity shone forth from the horizon of the world upon the temples
of nations, its brilliant rays illumined and enlightened East and
West, and the spirit of life was breathed into the bodies of all
things. Some people grew and developed with plant life, some
groups became alive and animated with animal life, some com-
munities were raised up with human spirit, some became living
and vital through the spirit of faith, and some souls were resur-
rected through the divine spirit. These differences in degrees
of life result from differences and variations in reality, capacity
and aptitude - otherwise the effulgence is one effulgence, the
manifestation one manifestation, and the ray is one ray. In a
flower garden it produces flowers and fragrant herbs, while in
a waste place it brings forth thorns and poisonous weeds. “As
for the good land, its vegetation comes forth by permission of
its Lord, while that which is bad yields only hardship.”

Now praise be to God that Anarak was good land, for its veg-
etation became roses, sweet basil, hyacinth and thyme, and
such blessed souls were raised up in that land who became at-
tracted to holy fragrances and hastened to the shade of the
blessed Tree planted in the midst of paradise, and became il-
lumined by the divine fire kindled in the human tree. It is
hoped that through the heat and flame of the fire of the love
of God they will blaze forth in such wise as to illuminate all
the surrounding regions and districts.

And upon you be glory.
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AB02717

To: Abdu’l-Ali et al.,
Date: 1893 ca.

in Khurasan

O divine friends and companions of the All-Merciful! In this
mighty Dispensation and enduring Paradise, wherein the di-
vine outpourings and merciful effulgences have encompassed
the East and West, the invisible realms and visible horizons,
to such degree that every spark has become a piercing flame
and every atom a lofty mountain, the lamps of wisdom have be-
come torches and the stars have achieved the brilliance of suns,
droplets have become surging seas, the oppressed have become
leaders and inheritors, simple forms have donned the garment
of knowledge and heads have raised high the banner of learn-
ing, the poor have discovered an endless treasure - the friends
of God must surge like the ocean and roar like the clouds, sing
like nightingales in the gardens of sanctity with the melody
of the Beloved, and shine like the stars of guidance from the
dawning-place of divine attributes and most beautiful names.
They must become fruitful trees and fragrant, delicate flowers,
become pearls in the shell of divine knowledge, and channels of
the living waters of certitude - drink from the Salsabil of grace
and give others to drink, taste the choice wine of bounty and
give others to taste. And this most glorious, noble and exalted
station cannot be attained except through ardor and joy, at-
traction and taste, passion and enkindlement, occupation and
steadfastness and firmness in the Covenant and Testament of
the Lord of Lords. And upon you be glory.
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AB02748

Date: 1893 ca.

O ye who are intoxicated with the divine wine! The breeze of
the All-Merciful wafts from the gardens of eternity, and the
radiant morn breaks from the horizon of inner meanings, and
the call to awakening reaches from the Abha Kingdom, and
the nightingale of the garden of sanctity raises its cry of con-
sciousness.
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The rose garden of divine unity in the paradise of detachment
has opened wide and bloomed, and the spiritual flowers and
blossoms of divine realities are smiling and unfurled. The flow-
ers and fragrant herbs are green and verdant, and the trees
of the divine gardens are fruit-laden and firmly rooted. The
rivers of pure water flow, and the spring of eternal bounty
gushes forth and streams.

The cypress of freedom grows tall, and the passionate dove
laments. The true Layli appears with radiant countenance,
and the spiritual Majnun is renowned with burning heart. The
nightingale of the divine rose garden harmonizes with spiritual
melodies, and the celestial songbird intimately communes with
the divine rose.

From every direction comes the sound of song and melody,
and from every quarter the hearts of lovers are consumed in
burning passion, and from every branch rises the sound of lute
and song, and from every palace the strains of harp and lyre.
Hear ye the vibrations of the divine strings and listen to the
spiritual thirds and doubles.

Take up the lute and rebec and in these gardens of sanctity
play songs of unity in praise of the Glorious Lord, for ye are the
birds of these gardens and the manifestations of these realities.
Ye are the dawning-places of the favors of the loving Lord and
the rising-points of the lights of the Sun of existence.

; Divine assistance is with you and infinite bounty encompasses

your state. Soon shall the signs of God’s grace appear and
divine lights illumine East and West.

And the Glory be upon you, O loved ones of God!

DAS.1913-08-26, ABIE.244, BLO_ PN#007
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To: Shaykh, in Alexandria
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art ascending to the Kingdom of Divine Knowl-
edge! This servant hath heard thy cry and thy lamentation,
thy sighing and thy groaning, and hath become aware of thy
calamities and afflictions, thy exile and distress, and thy great
anguish and manifest intense suffering. If thou wert to become
aware of my tribulation and affliction, my sorrow and pain, the
burning of my heart and the groaning of my soul and the blaz-
ing of my inner being, thou wouldst forget the intensity of thy
cares and the severity of thy griefs. But this mattereth not,
for from the day I was nursed at the breast of grace, I have
sacrificed my self and my spirit, my heart and my being, my
bones and my flesh and my blood, and have desired naught but
the cup of tribulation in the path of Baha. Blessed art thou
for being my partner and companion in this!

By thy life! Glory and exaltation, pomp and comfort, power
and wealth, dominion and permanence yield naught at life’s
end save the failure of hopes. Such as these have lost both
this world and the next, and that is the evident loss. Those
who believe are guided only by the beginning of favors, and the
outcome is for the God-fearing. Soon thou shalt hear the voice
of this trumpet and the melody of this horn and the beating
of this drum from the Supreme Concourse. So glory be to my
Lord, the Most Glorious!

Meet with His Excellency the Ambassador with utmost cour-
tesy so that they may arise to fulfill what they have mentioned
and return may be possible with perfect love. Dignity and
composure arising from faith and certitude are most accept-
able. These people love the immediate and forsake the here-
after. And glory be upon thee and upon all who trust in God.
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To: Baha’is of Usku
Date: 1893 ca.

O spiritual friends! This earthly dust-heap is the dwelling of
unfaithful owls and the nest of blind bats. It is a dark chamber
of gloom and a fire-temple of negation and discord for all near
and far. Its wine is a mirage and its fresh water torment. Its
honey is poison and its love is wrath. Its expansion is constric-
tion and its bounty is miserliness toward the people of divine
success. Its royal throne is a sepulchral niche and its bed of
pleasure is hard stone. Its stars are missiles and its palaces are
tombs. Its light is darkness and its joy is the throes of death.

> Therefore the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name - may
my spirit be sacrificed for the dust of His loved ones’ feet -
established in this world an everlasting foundation for His loved
ones, and in this earthly realm He set up the degrees and stages
of ascent to the divine Kingdom, and from this small window
He opened the gates of the ethereal sphere, so that He might
give flight to these birds - their wings and feathers soiled with
water and clay - to the summit of ancient glory, and might
quicken these withered souls with the spirit of eternal life.

He raised a call from the Supreme Concourse which created
commotion and resurrection among the flock of birds. Some,
through the power of that call, flew to the Kingdom of the
All-Powerful Lord. Others spread their wings and took flight
but were afflicted with weariness and lassitude. And some
completely submerged their wings in the clay of error.

Therefore, O birds of the garden of faithfulness, spread the
wings of sanctification and through the power of this call, take
flight to the Most Glorious Kingdom. And may the Glory be
upon you, O loved ones of the All-Merciful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jre GB OISl o) Glay Olwgs ol
Lt olalis olel Sy Ol
B Lﬁbe ;oﬁ_\'} S &J\: *o s
PRGOSt P R S PSTPRSNE F:
A S Sl py P ol ke
o g EE s Cl G ralis
9 St 2 -hLuA,)L,wJﬁ Go5 o
St ey o K il K cZ
3 CllB fo5 s Pasdd 5 S

SIS s
S G pliel ol g 8l
Oty e Ol ) 3 14 4L 41,61
O s g3 p S df:’" et Gl
Pl O8I e lae 5 lbe gl Ll
S Ol e #8305 U3 5 208 o
;.)\4;"‘0:)3\4} JL));.J’ d‘bé)‘i‘g‘ﬁ
U 5 s Sl g8 Ol b £

Al o) 4;-\5\ Ol oo 0325, s

G 33 og 5 4sh ) &‘W)\ Spto
U)u}ﬁbbwd\ujwfjau\)}.b

Sxs fﬁrf AL (o g NosE Gly, 8
5 228 Sew I IS Jy s )

x:}fdwbdmcﬂﬂ)ibct?ﬁ&z

WS s g by *ade b )
5 K5l ge) @ Sde b e ) 58
oM el L Sl oL
MKTS.091b,
DURA4.803,

BSHN.140.315,
MHT1a.072,
MHT1b.03

INBAS88:200,
BSHN.144.313,

119


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=234
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-91.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/BN/bn-322.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/183.pdf#page=73
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/185.pdf#page=30

\V]

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB03013

AB02988

To: Yazdi, Muhammad Tahir et al.
Date: 1893 ca.

O you who speak in praise of God! Your letter was reviewed
and from the meanings of its words the utmost spirit and fra-
grance was evident. Regarding Ibn-i-Yahya, you had written -
for the misbeliever this proof of falsehood suffices that his two
sons came to this land and disassociated themselves from him.
And secondly, he wrote a treatise proving the Cause of God. In
truth, in the treatise he strove according to his capacity, and
if he has some hidden intention, he knows it himself. We do
not look to such matters and there is no reason for him to have
hidden intentions since no one guided him or insisted that he
write — he undertook the writing himself and outwardly there
was no benefit in it for him. If he does not become firm and
steadfast, that is his own affair. However, until now nothing
but signs of acceptance have appeared from him. He stayed
here for several days and returned to Cyprus, continuously ex-
pressing faith and certitude. “Let him who will, believe, and
let him who will, turn aside. God is independent of all that
are on earth.”

As for what you wrote regarding the visitation prayer for the
Prince of Martyrs, peace be upon him - from the visitation
prayer itself it is clear that what is meant by the Prince of
Martyrs is the martyr of Karbala, the son of Fatimih-Zahra.
You should certainly have no doubt about this and not be
satisfied with interpretations of the texts. And upon you and
upon every believer in God be the Glory.
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AB03013

To: Asadullah Anari
Date: 1893 ca.

The days of man and the life of the wise ones consist of an
inscribed book, an unfolded scroll, and a preserved tablet
wherein in all its pages and tablets events are written, and
in all its leaves and wonders realities of occurrences and
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mysteries are inscribed. Every leaf you open, you will find
a mystery manifest, and every page you unfold, you will
observe a meaning made clear. If the recorded events are in
accordance with the good-pleasure of the All-Merciful and
the cause of the ancient glory of the human world, spirit
and fragrance will unveil their countenance and hearts will
become joyous and glad. Likewise every day of human life has
the status of a leaf from the book and is counted as a page
from its pages, and every month is a compilation and every
year a manifest book. And deeds and manners and words
and actions and conditions and character are like designs and
drawings and lines and writing. If the contents of this glorious
volume are from the mysteries of the Day of Manifestation and
the divine conditions of the One manifested on the Mount, it
will make the world bright and luminous, and if its meanings
are from the realities required by the human world it will
make one sorrowful and grief-stricken. Therefore strive with
all your being to be of the books of the exalted ones and of
the company of those who are given their book in their right
hand, and become free of the wicked ones who are of the pages
of Sijjin and the people of the lowest depths. And upon you
and upon every one firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant and
Testament be the Glory.
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AB03189

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Kirman
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art inebriated by the heavenly cup! In the wilder-
ness of Sinai in the Holy Land, in the hallowed precincts of the
vale of Towa, upon the Mystic Mount from which the Light
shone upon Moses, the Divine Lote-Tree was raised high, the
Burning Bush was unveiled, and the Voice of the one true God
was lifted up, raising a tumult in every land and resounding
throughout the East and the West. Upon hearing this soul-
stirring Voice, every attentive ear responded, “Here am I!” and
cried out, from its inmost self, saying, “O our Lord! We have
indeed heeded the Voice of Him that called us to the Faith of
God— Believe ye in your Lord—and we have believed.” And
every soul that was the embodiment of the verse “They are
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deaf, they are dumb, they are blind and shall return no more”
responded, “Lo! This is naught but tales of the Ancients.”

Gracious God! Those who claimed to have heard the Voice of
God calling from every least bush, rock, and clod of earth—
even every blade of grass in the wilderness—rejected that Voice
when its most wondrous accents rose from the Tree of Man with
utmost eloquence and grace. This is a cause of astonishment,
a source of pity. Thus shall the light of “He guideth whom-
soever He pleaseth” be kindled and shine forth in the lamp of
“He singleth out for His mercy whomsoever He willeth.” This,
verily, is the truth.

Aid Thou Thy servant, O my Lord, who hath sought the light
of Thy oneness from the Lamp of Thy guidance and hearkened
to Thy most sweet Voice which hath been raised from Thy
most glorious Kingdom. Assist him by the power of Thy tri-
umphant might, and enlighten his heart by Thy Most Great
Sign. Gladden his bosom through the sublime outpourings of
Thy grace from Thine exalted Kingdom. Thou art, in truth,
the Lord of this world and of the next.
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To: Nush (Bombay) et al.
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the Light of the World!

O sweet-lipped one! Every lip that moves in praise and worship
of the Lord of Creation - its words are like the divine water of
life, all sweetness, and its mystery is the voice of the divine
messenger. Though the angel be not visible, its sign is evident.
What you spoke and what pearls you strung, and the voice
you raised in lamentation and supplication, was pleasing at
the threshold of God. O you whose face is fair, whose nature
is fair, whose speech is fair! It is the divine messenger that
comes repeatedly from heaven. It is the host of the highest
heaven that is the support of the friends of the Beloved who
dwells behind the veil. It is the outpouring of the cloud of
bounty of the loving Lord that is like endless rain. Therefore
be hopeful and keep your eye watchful. Soon signs of joy and
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delightful times will appear. Eyes will be brightened and hearts
will become flower gardens. The mind will become fragrant
and speech will become elegant discourse. It will become the
radiance of the world-illumining sun and the brightness of the
shining moon from the pinnacle of the court. Every longtime
friend will taste sweet success and have a mouth full of honey.
At this moment when you are musk-scented and life-giving
like rain and dew, may your soul be bright, your spirit a flower
garden, and your heart a rose garden and meadow. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha

We remember all the Persian brothers who are intoxicated with
the sweet wine and are radiant and bright from the light of
God’s sun, and we greatly long to see their blessed faces. Con-
vey greetings and messages.
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To: Muayyid, Doctor Habibullah son of Khudabakhsh et al., in Hamadan

Date: 1893 ca.

My God, my God! Thou seest my poverty and neediness, my
burning and the intensity of my anguish, the fierceness of my
yearning and the abundance of my thirst for the spring of Thy
bounties and the flowing waters of Thy grace. Oh, how pas-
sionately I long for Thy beauty! How fervently I yearn to
behold the lights of Thy countenance! How intensely I desire
to meet Thee and drink from cups brimming with the wine of
Thy bestowal!

O Lord! T am a captive - release me through Thy power. I seek
refuge - rescue me from the abyss of my deprivation through
Thy might. I am a suppliant - shelter me in the cave of Thy
protection and care. I am yearning - raise me to Thy King-
dom. I am distressed - admit me beneath the shadow of Thy
preservation and shelter. I am grief-stricken - encompass me
with the glances of Thy merciful eyes.

O my Beloved! How long shall this separation endure? How
long shall I burn in the fires of deprivation from my longing?
By Thy glory! My breast is constricted, my strength has failed,
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my back is broken, my face has grown pale, my hair has turned
white, my flesh has melted away, my bones have decayed, my
tears flow continuously, my sighs ascend, my agonies intensify,
and my regrets increase with each passing moment.

Wilt Thou not have mercy upon me, O my God? Wilt Thou
not show compassion to me, O my Master? Have I any protec-
tor save Thee? Have I any helper besides Thee? Have I any
loving one but Thee? Have I any beloved other than Thee?
Nay, by Thy mighty presence! Thou art my refuge, my shel-
ter, and my haven in every condition. Protect me, preserve
me, and lift me up to the Kingdom near to Thy mercy. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Kind, the Merciful.
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AB03437

To: Kashani, Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi
Date: 1893 ca.

O wanderer of plain and wilderness in the path of God! Blessed
art thou, for thou callest out in the name of Truth and guidest
others to the direction of the Most Great Name. Blessed art
thou, for thou hast become bewildered by the Beauty of the
Ancient One and wandering in the desert of love for the King of
Nations. As much as thou art able, strive earnestly, and as long
as thou hast strength, endeavor - with a severance clear and
evident like the light of the sun, with a trust resplendent like
the world-illumining lamp, with an utterance like the fountain
of divine address, and with a power like the confirmations of
the Lord of Lords - to guide all people to complete firmness
and steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament of God, and
to adherence to the Most Great Handle. For the winds of tests
and trials are severe, most severe. Soon a mighty shriek will
be heard.

And the Glory be upon thee. ‘A ‘A

Certain souls have turned toward those regions and are secretly
whispering, and are following traces of claimed lineage. Take
care that they do not create a breach in the Covenant and
Testament. They were not authorized to travel to those regions.
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This matter requires great attention, for they secretly make
people weak in the Covenant and Testament.

INBA55:293, Ghazi3072.186a-187

ABO03561

Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art turned toward the Kingdom of existence and
who hast clung to the hem of the robe of grandeur in the
realm of the visible, moving among the people of prostration!
Look deeply into the ranks of humanity and thou wilt see them
immersed in the lusts which destroy, the sins which expose,
the veils which conceal, and the darkness which encompasses
- arising from the evil of self and passion, and descent into
the abyss of degradation and wretchedness, tormented by the
conditions of heedlessness and blindness, and wandering in the
wilderness of ignorance and estrangement. Every people awaits
the dawning of the Sun of Truth from the horizon of hope,
every sect watches for the appearance of brilliant lights from
a most luminous dayspring, and every people is promised the
manifestation of the Lord of existence - the One promised to
the Jews, the One awaited by the people of the Gospel through
the grace of the Loving Lord, the One whose appearance in
the visible realm was foretold in the tongue of the Praised
One Muhammad - so that by His dawning from the horizon
of the world, the intense darkness may be dispelled and the
dense clouds over the horizons of the nations may be removed,
and the forces of ignorance may be scattered while the angel
of knowledge and virtue prevails, and those possessed of true
understanding may be empowered while the helpers of failure
are dispersed, and the morn of guidance may appear and the
lamp of wisdom may shine forth, and every crookedness may
be straightened and every deviation set right, and all doubts

may vanish and the veils may be lifted from the face of reality.

But when He came to them with the decisive proof and the
brilliant light and the shining evidence, they turned back on
their heels, abased, and became among those veiled from the
truth.
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ABO03775

To: Haji Husayn Farashahi, in Manshad
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of Divine Sanctification!
In this summer season, in the month of June, in the afternoon
when its heat is like fire, this servant, in this hot place which
cannot be endured, is happy, joyous and glad in remembrance
of the friends of God, such that the heat of the air has no effect
and the intensity of the warmth has no influence. Rather, it
is like the fire of the garden of Paradise, with freshness and
boundless delicacy. I have taken up the pen and engaged in
mentioning that yearner for the Beauty of the All-Merciful,
that perhaps from the effect of this pen and ink a sweet fra-
grance may reach the nostrils of the hearts of the people of love,
and hearts and breasts may become expanded and gladdened
through divine remembrance.

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Thou hast
found repose in the shade of the Divine Tree of Providence.
O thou who art thirsty for the Salsabil of bounty! Thou hast
reached the shore of the sweet Euphrates. O thou who yearnest
to behold the Most Great Beauty! Thou art promised [to at-
tain] in the Most Glorious Kingdom. O thou who gazest toward
God! Thou art given glad tidings of the most great bestowal.
And glory be upon thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Please convey on behalf of this servant most glorious greetings
and supreme salutations to his honor brother Aqa Hasan - upon
him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious - and likewise to
other relatives and family members.
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AB03649

To: Zoroastrian Baha’is, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O high-nested Zoroastrians! For long years and countless ages,
due to the events of time and occurrences of night and day, you
had retreated into a corner of withering and were distressed in
a pit of dejection. You were in utmost hardship and deprived of
all benefits. Now the cloud of the Lord’s bounty has risen and
bestowed immeasurable grace and rain, engaging in nurturing
the pearls of the friends’ souls within the embrace of the shell
of the love of the All-Merciful Lord. If you are lustrous pearls,
show forth joy and gladness, and if you are birds of the divine
garden, begin your songs and melodies, spread your wings, and
set your hearts upon the lofty nest of God. The sun of the
divine sphere has shone forth from the east of love and kindness,
casting its light in utmost brilliance upon all the world. The
seeing ones became joyful while the blind began to wail and
lament.

2 Hear with the ear of understanding the call of the divine mes-
senger and listen to the mysterious voice from the radiant
heaven. Now is the day of awakening and the time of aware-
ness. The enlightened ones are in joy and gladness while the
dead are in sorrow and ignorance. Now is the time to please
your ancestors and to improve your soul and spirit. May your
souls be gladdened!
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ABO03875

To: Mihdi Gulpayigani
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who hast tarried long at the Pure Threshold and been
attracted by its perfumed and fragrant breezes!

For some time thou wert present at the Holy Threshold and
intimate with the spiritual breezes. Now travel with a breast
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dilated with the remembrance of God, a heart detached from
all else besides God, and nostrils perfumed with the fragrances
of God. And ask of God that in this journey thou mayest be
a herald of the name of God, a speaker of the mention of God,
and a promulgator of the Covenant and Testament of God. For
certain souls have gone from this land to the regions of God
and have made it appear as though they were specially commis-
sioned. Then, instead of becoming the cause of enkindlement,
they became the cause of extinction and frozenness. They ex-
tinguished enkindled souls and made living spirits as dead ones.

Now you, with a joyous spirit, an illumined heart, seeing eyes,
an eloquent tongue, and a breast dilated by the Covenant and
Testament of God, travel to Ishqabad and Samarkand and
those regions. And ask of God that through the luminous
flame of the divine Covenant and Testament you may remove
the effects of extinction and frozenness caused by those per-
sons. And upon thee be glory and light, and upon those who
are enkindled with the fire of the love of God.
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AB04174

To: Baha’is of Yazd et al.
Date: 1893 ca.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, O Refuge of the distressed
ones, O Companion of the yearning ones, O Helper of those
who place their trust in Thee, O Shelter of the fearful ones, O
Haven of the troubled ones! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Beau-
tiful Names, and Thy Most Exalted Example, and Thy Great-
est Sign, and Thy Most High Word, to perfume the nostrils of
these Thy servants with the fragrant breezes of Thy holiness,
and illumine their faces with the radiance of the lights of Thy
oneness, and expand their breasts through beholding the signs
of Thy unity, and gladden their hearts through the manifesta-
tion of the mysteries of Thy uniqueness, and draw their spirits
to the gardens of the sanctity of Thy detachment, and loose
their tongues in Thy remembrance and praise, and make firm
their feet upon Thy Covenant and Testament, and quicken
their hearts with the breezes that waft from the gardens of
Thy sanctification and the precincts of Thy glorification, and
assist them with the hosts of signs and the banners of clear
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proofs from Thy most glorious kingdom and Thy most exalted

dominion.

O my Lord! These have tasted the bitterness of tribulation in .\f..{ S 3 U 25 1315 N3 u,\ :

Thy path as though it were the honey of immortality, and have
found the thorns of the desert like beds of ease, and have found
the bitter colocynth of estrangement as pure honey, and have
borne every hardship, and fallen into every humiliation, and
endured every affliction, and shown fortitude in every calamity
and tragedy in their faithfulness to the love of Thy Beauty and
their passion for tribulations in Thy path. Have mercy upon
them through Thy grace and bounty and beneficence.
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AB04063

To: Aqa Siyyid Abu-Turab Tabib (Tihran)
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the dust of the Holy Threshold!
The wise ones of the earth have differed regarding the virtues
of the elements and the superiority of one over another. Some
maintain that the element of fire is supreme, for its center
is lofty and elevated, its penetration intense, and its power
strange. It is an asymmetrical body and the cause of life in
mineral, plant, animal and human in all conditions. And some
maintain that earth is more excellent, and its benefits more
evident. It is the refuge of all living things and the source
of sustenance for every existing thing. It is trustworthy, not
treacherous; rich, not poor. It manifests “Whoever performs a
good deed shall receive tenfold,” for when you give it a seed, it
returns many times over. Plant a grain and it bestows a fruitful
tree. When you furrow its breast, it gives forth bounty and
blessing. It is gentle and forbearing, trustworthy and generous
- unlike fire which consumes whatever you give it and whatever
you feed it cries out “Is there more?” It destroys a region in an
instant and annihilates a harvest in a moment. It is fierce and
ill-tempered, severe and combative. Therefore, O thou who
art assured of the signs of God, since thy name is from this
generous element, strive to possess these glorious qualities and
be characterized by these praiseworthy attributes.
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AB04062

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih)
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou whose senses are perfumed with the sweet fragrance
of the garment of the Joseph of eternity! Praise God that in
these days thou hast taken shelter beneath the Lote-Tree of the
utmost boundary, and hast arrived at the wellspring of faith
and certitude. Thou hast been raised up through the Word of
God in the most great resurrection, and been nourished from
the table of the knowledge of God. Thou hast hastened to the
shore of the sea of God’s bounty and adorned thy face and hair
with the dust of the threshold that is circled by the Concourse
on High, and brightened and illumined thine eyes with this col-
lyrium of insight. Now, placing thy trust in God and clinging
to the hem of His grace, with cheeks reddened by the fire of
His love and heart drawn to the holy fragrances, return to thy
familiar homeland and be a power of attraction and magnet
of the love of God to all the beloved of the All-Merciful. Beat
thy wings and raise such a wave from the ocean of love that all
may be stirred and aroused - that every extinguished one may
become aflame, every silent one may become illumined, every
frozen one may flow, and every stationary one may take flight
- so that thou mayest become a manifest sign of the love of
God and an upraised banner of the mention of God. Convey
greetings to all the beloved of God. Spirit and glory be upon
thee and upon every steadfast and firm one.
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AB04199

Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and Testament by a
power from the highest horizon! By God the True One, verily
the people of the Most Glorious Kingdom pray for thee in
the heaven of eternity, and the dwellers of the pavilions of the
Realm of Might speak in praise of thy firmness in the Covenant
of God, thy steadfastness in His Cause, thy striving for the
diffusion of His light, the rising of His sun, the manifestation
of His signs, the penetration of His Word, and the spreading of
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His traces. By My life, O beloved! If all souls who have taken
shelter under the shade of divine favors were as firm as thou
art in God’s Covenant and Testament, thou wouldst today
see the banners of truth waving upon the hills and mountains,
and the signs of the Manifestation shining from the highest
horizons. May God illumine thy face among the peoples of the
world, may He make easy for thee thy task in spreading His
manifest Cause, and may He perfume thy nostrils with the holy
fragrances which are wafted from the gardens of His mercy and
pure bounty unto those who are firm and steadfast. Praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds. Spirit and glory be upon thee,
O thou who gazest upon His noble countenance, and upon all
who are firm in the ancient Covenant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Letters are enclosed. Give them out after considering worthi-
ness and capacity. A telegram was sent to Bombay regarding
your stay there. The intention was for you to go to Samarra.
Now there is no need - proceed to the divine regions.
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AB04557

Date: 1893 ca.

The divine candle is lit and the assemblage of the spiritual
is adorned and resplendent even as a garden in fresh bloom.
The sacred fragrances are scattered everywhere and the soul-
reviving breezes wafting from the meadows of the All-Glorious
Kingdom bestow gladness unalloyed. The divine Call hath
been raised in the invisible realm and the summons from the
throne of the All-Merciful have reached the ear of high and
low alike. The ocean of His mercy surgeth and the tide of His
bountiful grace doth rise. The merciful Gardener hath with His
own hands adorned this rose-garden of bounty and the birds
that soar above the verdant meadows of His mercy have become
the envy of the heavenly flock of God’s delectable paradise.
The cup of purity hath been tempered at the camphor fountain
and the choice wine hath been unsealed, intoxicating the senses
of the stars of the heaven of holiness.
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2 O ye friends! How long will we remain bent low, how long stay
dispirited and silent? How long shall ye be cast in the infernal
fire and heedless of the station of the One who is All-Praised?
The Promised Beauty hath destined so exalted a station for His
loved ones that it is the envy and the highest wish of the holy
saints among His chosen Ones. That station consists of naught
else but the attainment of the good pleasure of God, utterance
of His praise and glorification within His sanctified Court. In
such a station, one shall attract divine assistance, and be the
object of the glance of God’s mercy; one shall be aided and
confirmed by His strengthening grace. The hosts of this high
station are the battalions of the unseen realm on high, its lofty
standard is the verse ‘O Glory of the All-Glorious’, its proof
is the knowledge of Him who teacheth with almighty power.
Blessed the one who hath attained unto the bounties of the
Lord in the Highest.
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To: Agqa Muhammad et al., in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

And You are the One Who, O my God, has manifested Your
Most Great Name and Your Most Brilliant Light, and through
it guided the nations and illumined the world. You have sent
down from the heaven of Your mercy the water of Your par-
don, forgiveness and clemency, and through this pure, purify-
ing, outpoured water You have cleansed the filth of rebellion,
the stain of transgression, the contamination of sins and the
dirt of faults. I beseech You by Your all-embracing mercy that
encompasses the worlds of the unseen and the visible, and by
Your compassion that preceded all created things before their
existence, to forgive Your deceased servant, the root of these
branches that are stirred by the breaths of Your holiness and
made verdant by the outpouring of the cloud of Your forgive-
ness.

O Lord! Have mercy on the root for the sake of the branches,
and forgive the father out of kindness to the children who cling
to the hem of Your Beloved Beauty. O Lord! Your servant
who is enriched by Your favors is the accepted intercessor at
the gate of Your oneness for that servant who is submerged in
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sins - so immerse him in the seas of Your mercy, O Remover of
difficulties and Merciful One to the servant who cries for help in
the depths of tribulations. Verily You are the Ever-Relenting,
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O thou who art yearning for the Kingdom of Abha! o) oSl Glig)

The lights of Truth are shining bright
The sea of Truth is surging high

The face of guidance gleams with light

5 The bats are taken swift to flight

; The cloud of grace sheds tears of might

The lightning of advent smiles so bright
The garden of the soul’s delight

Is filled with flowers blooming bright
The nightingale with songs of might
Stands rapt before the rose’s sight
Bewildered, wandering in the night

Drunk with the Beloved’s face so bright

Both tipsy and inebriated quite

5 With sighs and cries in sorry plight
i To God ascending in its flight.

O Thou my gracious Lord divine!

s Forgiver, God of me and mine

O Spirit and sweet basil fine

O longing of this heart of mine
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O Knower of my hidden shrine

2 O pain and healing both combine

These friends assembled here are Thine

Effaced, distracted, all are Thine

Absorbed and wondering, all are Thine

; Worn from separation, all are Thine

" Dead from deprivation, all are Thine

One gleam from Thy face divine
One melody from Thy sacred shrine
Sweet fragrance from those locks of Thine

One breath of Thy presence fine

2 Bestow on us from grace divine

From Thy munificence divine

From heavenly bounty so divine

Show mercy from Thy realm divine

i That we may find new life sublime.
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To: Muhammad Tahir Kirmanshahi, in Baku
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Word of God! Cleanliness and
sanctification are the very foundation of the divine religion and
the greatest means for attaining infinite degrees of spiritual
progress. This pure and refined essence, whether outward or
inward, is highly beloved and acceptable. Among physical con-
ditions in the world of existence that have connection with and
influence upon spiritual stations is cleanliness, refinement and
purity. When thou enterest a place which is pleasant and clean,
thou canst inhale the sweet savours of spirituality. Therefore,
in this Most Great Cycle, the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones - has greatly emphasized this
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most perfect and upright matter. However, the essence of sanc-
tification, purification, cleanliness and refinement is the purity
of heart from all else save God and enkindlement with the di-
vine fragrances. This is what He says: “Until I make all my
prayers and remembrances into a single prayer, and my state
in Thy service eternal. Blessed is he who attains to this most
mighty, most exalted station.”
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AB05300

To: Haji Ahmad Kaffash Yazdi
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who hath been directed by the supreme guidance!
Though the Lord of Oneness is sanctified above all existent be-
ings and transcends and defies all description, yet each living
creature derives its existence from just one of the emanations
issuing from His all-embracing Being and every attribute is a
mere sign of His generosity. When the rays of His all-merciful
Self appear unclouded by this contingent world, the essence of
transcendant sanctity is made manifest. And when the signs of
His singleness shine through the spiritual lamps of illumined
souls, the reality of His attributes become evident for all to
see. And yet that pure Essence of Divinity is sanctified from
and exalted above both these conceptions. In His holy court
neither similitudes of reality nor comparisons of transcendence
can find admittance. Thus, in order to approach Him one must
remove one’s self from the realms of both pre-existence and ex-
istence, of non-existence and extinction and must betake one’s
steps instead towards that vast immensity where such stages
and stations, such conceptions and thoughts find no place.
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AB05366

To: Mihtar Kaykhusraw Namdar
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the One Beloved, the Kind

O heavenly friends! Earthly life is something that becomes
contaminated with the impurities of this world, while the heav-
enly essence seeks the comfort of that eternal world. Therefore,
those free servants who are all eyes and ears, and who are com-
panions of angels and heavenly messengers, are celestial not
earthly, they are light not darkness, they are of the East not
the West, they are fortunate stars not ill-fated ones, they are
fire not coldness, they are leaders not followers of every indi-
gent one. Their guide is the divine radiance and their guidance
is the way and manner of the ancestors. They are high-soaring
royal falcons, not vultures feeding on carrion. Like owls they do
not approve of desolation and do not desire instability. They
seek prosperity and follow the divine path. They turn every
battlefield into a divine feast, and every West into the lumi-
nous East. They bring the dead of heart to life and bestow
spirit upon the withered soul. In brief, O God-loving friends,
it is a pleasant time and a heart-attracting companion, for it
is the breath of heaven and the companion is the angel and
messenger of that world. Do not spend your life in vain. Make
every stranger into a friend.
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ABO05317

To: Mirza Ahmad Shirazi
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! In this mighty
Cycle and wondrous Age, when the face of the world in its del-
icacy, freshness, beauty and grace is the envy of the garden of
Paradise and object of jealousy to the maidens of Heaven, strive
thou to arise in service, to lift away veils, to create melody, to
become consumed in the fire of the love of God, and like a
flowing spring and the fountain of Tasnim to become the cause
of life to the souls of those who advance and the spirits of the
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seekers. These days are the century of manifestation and the
age of the revelation on Sinai. Count the time as precious and
let not the opportunity slip away. Gird up thy loins and roll
up thy sleeves and scatter spiritual gifts, that thou mayest be-
hold all existence sheltered beneath the bestowed favors of the
Manifest One, and witness all created things as a mirage while
the divine outpouring is a surging sea.

And glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant and Testament of God.
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AB05036

Date: 1898 ca.

O ye loved ones of the Merciful who are attracted to the beauty
of God! The ocean of calamities hath buffeted you on all sides,
and the river of tribulations hath overflowed its banks. You
have been touched by every affliction for the sake of your love
of God, and you have been afflicted by every ordeal in the path
of the glorious Lord.

Although this calamity is a glaring injustice and is supremely
difficult to bear, still it bestoweth the inebriety of the cup of
faithfulness, and it is the cause of sincerity and purity, detach-
ment from all save God, and attraction to the breezes of God.

Souls who are firm and steadfast, through the severity of the
winds of tests and the formidable blowing of the hurricane of
hardships, are enabled to evince their attraction and yearning.
Their ardor and enkindlement become manifest, their candle
burneth brightly, and their unity revealeth the fellowship of
the desert of manifestation.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty (may my life be offered up for
His loved ones) that the angels of the celestial concourse desire
to taste a single drop of this ocean of calamity, and they glorify
the friends of God with sanctified tongues, proclaiming: “Oh,
would that we were with you at the scene of tribulation endured
for the sake of your all-glorious Beloved, that we, too, might
attain a priceless victory!

”
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AB05415

Date: 1893 ca.

Though all created things universally reflect the signs of God,
it is man alone who hath been distinguished and honored with
the glory of divine favors and the gift of universal bounties.
He is the most great sign and the supreme exemplar; he is the
perfect manifestation, the all-encompassing grace, the resplen-
dent light, the towering mountain, the dawning-place of the
Names, the dayspring of the most exalted attributes, the all-
embracing isthmus, the shining horizon, the meeting place of
the two seas, the confluence of the two rivers, and while being
the center from which the lights of reality shine forth, he is
also the mine of dark evil.

Should his spiritual powers prevail over his physical nature,
he becometh celestial and divine, becometh a mine of love, a
manifestation of grace, a dawning-place of bounty, a source of
human virtues, a wellspring of divine qualities, and the embod-
iment of chastity, steadfastness, trustworthiness, knowledge,
mercy, valor and servitude. But should his carnal desires and
animal characteristics prevail, he becometh a mine of darkness,
a source of treachery, a manifestation of ignorance and wicked-
ness.

O beloved servants of God! Strive ye, and through the grace of
the Blessed Beauty, become manifestations of the All-Merciful.
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To: Karbala’i Qasim Badkubihi, in Baku
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine love! Some
people are drunk and joyous from the wine of grapes, yet in the
morning they are hung over and sluggish. Some are intoxicated
with the wine of pride, but in the end they are harmed and
deprived. Others are in ecstasy from the pure wine of the love
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of God and in joy from the wine of the knowledge of God.
This intoxication is everlasting and this happiness comes from
entering the divine gardens. Therefore, if joy is desired, it
should not come from impure water, and if intoxication and
ecstasy are sought, they should come from divine wine and
spiritual drink, which is acceptable and approved.

2 The fever of love cannot be broken by what is in the tavern
O Cupbearer, bring an ocean of that spiritual wine!

Counsel all souls that when the everlasting cup and divine
wine are available, no pure nature would be attracted to this
transient, putrid water. No, by God!
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To: Hurmuz, in Bombay
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the Kind Lord

O wise one, what you wrote and possessed was the word of
the truthful ones and the story of the servants of the glorious
threshold. The radiant Mehr Hushidar of the divine world was
the sun of the bright sphere that gave adornment to the garden
of existence. And after him Bahram will illuminate his coun-
tenance and reveal his face, and will bring the world of spirit
and heart under his signet ring, and will place the crown of di-
vine kingship of the world, and will put on his head the blessed
diadem of heavenly glory. The colorful religion and delightful
path of the glorious Hushidar will fill the divine culture on the
face of the earth, and will make this dark world bright and
luminous through the rays of that sun of the supreme sphere.
The life-giving spring from that best religion will clothe the
world in a garment of rose and hyacinth and jasmine and vi-
olet and wild rose and leaf and blossom. May your soul be
gladdened.
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To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Tihran
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art sorely afflicted by calamities, and who hath
sustained continuous hardships and ordeals! Be not disheart-
ened. The Ancient Beauty (may my soul be offered up for
His Most Great Name), during the whole time this contingent
world was illumined by His brilliant light, enjoyed not a mo-
ment of ease, nor even a minute of tranquility. A hundred
thousand torments rained down upon Him at every instant,
and with every breath He endured countless afflictions. Even
so, in all circumstances, whilst undergoing adversity, He mani-
fested joy and gladness. Therefore, thou who hast removed the
collar through true love of Him should give thanks that thou
art a partner and associate of that peerless Beloved. God will-
ing, through divine grace, thou wilt become a confidant and
companion of the Concourse on high in the Kingdom of Abha.
I pray that this bounty may descend upon thee: that thou wilt
be joyful under all conditions.
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AB05575

To: Haji Husayn Farashahi, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O ancient servant of the Pre-existent Beauty! Blessed art thou
for being associated with this Threshold and counted among
the servants at this Court. I swear by the Most Great Name
that soon this association will become the desire of the world’s
sovereigns and the source of pride for the kings of nations. And
with what ease didst thou attain this bounty and become in-
toxicated from this cup of grace!

Therefore, arise to fulfill thy obligation and guide the friends to
firmness and steadfastness in God’s Covenant and Testament.
Take in hand a cup of pure wine for the general guidance of all
people, and make the world intoxicated with the wine whose
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mixture is of camphor. This is the work, O thou who art

conscious yet intoxicated!

I swear by the Resplendent Beauty that self-sacrifice in His
path is sweet, not the pursuit of pleasure. And may glory be
upon thee and upon all who remain firm in the Covenant and
Testament.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ataullah Tabib (Abadih) Sirajul-Hukama
Date: 1893 ca.

O fire enkindled by the flame of God’s love! While in this
earthly homeland bind thy heart to the world of purity, and
while in this dark domain turn thy face unto the illimitable
realm. From a mere drop, return unto the sea; from a mote,
return unto the sun; from a brackish well, hasten to the sweet
Euphrates; from this gloomy patch of earth, turn unto the
dawning-place of the sun; from utter loss, direct thy gaze to-
ward abundant gain; from sheer nothingness, return unto pure
existence; from non-being, set foot in the world of eternity; and
from neediness, advance into the world of independence. Thy
refuge and haven is the Kingdom of Abha, and thine asylum
and safe shelter is the Supreme Horizon. Why then art thou
dejected and lifeless? Remove the yoke of silence from around
thy neck, soar upward to the summit of contentment, set not
thine affection upon this desolate abode of vain hopes, and
offer up thyself to the Beloved’s beauty.
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AB05560

To: Mirza Abdu’llah brother of Mirza Ahmad
Date: 1893 ca.

O servant of the Beauty of Abha! This is a title that the
essences of existence, both seen and unseen, desire and long for.
However, I beseech and am hopeful of the unprecedented grace
and ancient kindness of the Glorious Lord that, God willing,
the reality of this servitude - which is the greatest hope of the
Manifestations of Oneness - may become realized, evident and
embodied in the essence of the loved ones of the All-Merciful.
Its appearance and emergence is through the holy fragrances of
the Manifestations of fellowship. Therefore, if you wish to place
this glorious crown upon your head and don this beautiful robe,
become manifest and apparent in the gathering of the world
through the character, morals, manners, conduct and speech of
His servants, and arise to fulfill the Covenant and Testament.
And the Glory be upon you.
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AB05841

To: Nush (Bombay)
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the All-Knowing

O sweet-voiced, wise and intelligent bird - may your soul be
happy and your heart illumined - who begins by reciting the
name of God! O wise one whose heart is sweet to every intel-
ligent person! For every poison there is an antidote and for
every sting there is sweetness. In truth, know that for the poi-
son of unconsciousness there is consciousness, and for the sting
of ignorance there is sweetness. For the pain of the suffering
there is healing, and for the wound of the disturbed there is
a balm for heart and soul. Though the body of the world is
pleasant, charming and attractive, it is a body without soul
and dark lowly dust. The soul of the world and motion of the
universe is essentially fire, and this is an attractive force, but
this fire is the fire of the burning flame of heart and soul, not
the essence of the world of water and clay. Therefore, O weak
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bodily one, be an antidote for the world and a sweet healing
remedy for the pain of the suffering. Be a wise physician for
the hospital of the ignorant, and be a sugar-eating parrot in
the sugar-garden of praise and prayer.
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AB05830

Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of Abha! Open the eye
of insight, that thou mayest behold the effulgent lights and bril-
liant manifestations from the Kingdom of Abha and the realm
of the invisible. Make thy eyes bright by beholding the mighty
signs, and establish thyself upon the throne of assurance and
the seat of certitude, that thou mayest discover and make thy
eyes bright with the divine bestowal ordained for thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘A

Convey to all the beloved of God that the winds of tests are
severe and the power of trials mighty. This is the time for firm-
ness and steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament, and
the moment to arise to uphold the pledge and compact. Cer-
tain souls have appeared who, through writings, speeches and
schemes, with the utmost deception, are secretly causing peo-
ple to waver in the Covenant and Testament. Your honor must,
God willing, like Alexander’s wall of iron, withstand the Gog
of the violation of the Covenant and the Magog of the break-
ing of God’s pledge and Testament, that not a single soul may
create the slightest breach.
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AB06212

Date: 1893 ca.

O gracious Lord! Thou dost witness and art well aware that
in this hopeless plight of separation, so forsaken am I—so be-
sieged, grieved, and stricken with sorrow—that I can scarcely
breathe, and every moment of repose is wrested from me. My
eyes are weeping, my heart burning; my vitals are aflame, and
the searing fire of my fervent yearning can clearly be seen.

O Thou kind Lord! Bestow Thy mercy and show forth a to-
ken of Thy pity. Put a stop to this consuming separation and
bring to an end this incurable affliction of remoteness. What
fruit hath been borne by this annihilated atom, and what mark
hath been made by this existence of mine which is even as noth-
ingness itself? In the days of Revelation, which made up the
season of joy, I did not rest for an instant. Now, in this eve
of separation and this time of deprivation, how can I demon-
strate patience and forbearance or have any share of comfort?
Thou art supremely mighty and powerful; do Thou dispel this
venom of separation with the antidote of reunion, and heal this
incurable affliction of remoteness with the remedy of attaining
Thy celestial court....

ADMS#349x

SR BT WF S PPl <l
by 3 paone 3 e s poyat Ol B
&M\Mﬂb'\&))&bu@f
5 0ba £ s Ol s 5 Cl OLS

SU GLEH Fs e

sl gy Sl bop g by Ol
L2 o)y 2 UL S8, S
A hasliogms o es Gle L by,
osb ell 5o il ) sk g O
o p35mli (43 25 552 5 03 e &
o 88 Olem Oley 5 ol 012 22 S
oo 7 px s ST 51 5 oo S
oS 5 Jlos Gl by Bl oo o Uy
4 gy ol ) 02 0l gy ol

e e 0l

AKHA_133BE #14 p.406x, AYT.427x

AB06209

To: Baha’is of Bombay
Date: 1893 ca.

O longtime friends! Many long years and countless cycles have
passed while you remained hidden in the corner of silence,
heads bowed in disorder and distress. At times you wandered
lost in the desert of Sistan, at times were heartbroken in a
corner of India, some dejected in the ruins of Iran, and some-
times captive to oppressors. Now your extinguished lamp has
been lit, your covered firepit has become a rose garden and
flower bed, your western star has become the eastern sun, and
your crown of nobility sits atop the world and realm. Your
dry spring has become abundantly flowing, and your nameless
sea has become tumultuous. Your sapling of hope has become
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fruitful, and your garden of desire has become full of fresh fruit.

Your mental knowledge has become heavenly bounty, and your
insight and hearing have been blessed with celestial light and
melody. It is a time for joy and freedom from sorrow.
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AB06254

To: Mashhadi Husayn, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O bird of the nest of divine knowledge! In every head there is
a secret, and in every heart a thought and longing. If you seek
a secret, seek divine mysteries, and if you desire thought and

longing, be attached to the love of the All-Merciful Beauty.

If you seek the ultimate goal, connect yourself to the Abha
Kingdom, and if you seek the divine Lote Tree, be steadfast
in the Cause of God. If you desire expansion of spirit and
breadth of consciousness, adorn your heart with the knowledge
of the Manifest Beauty, and if you seek everlasting joy and
delight, harmonize with the sweet fragrances of the Lord of
the Day of Resurrection. If you want heart’s assurance, begin
the remembrance of God, and if you desire an imperishable
kingdom, enter beneath the shade of the Lote Tree of poverty
and evanescence. And if you seek sovereignty over both worlds,
set your foot upon the crown of sovereignty and the world. And
the Glory be upon you and upon the loved ones of God.
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AB06267

To: Yazdi, Ustad Ali Akbar Banna et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O burning ember of the fire of the love of God! The peoples
of the world have each become veiled from the Beauty of the
Known One and the King, the Self-Subsisting, by some veil.
One group sought pomp and wealth and yearned for grandeur
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and glory. When they witnessed the tribulations in the path of
God, they fled and became restless. Another faction took the
signs and tokens of the Manifestation according to common
interpretation and remained heedless of the true purpose of
the Lord of mankind. Some imagined for God, according to
their own delusions, certain attributes and characteristics and
a spiritual identity and form. When they found it contrary
to that, they remained behind the veil. In any case, you who
have rent asunder all these veils and torn away these coverings
- give thanks unto God, give thanks unto God.
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AB06292

To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Qazvin
Date: 1893 ca.

O fish of the boundless sea! When His Holiness Jonah, peace
be upon him, became the companion within the whale of na-
tures and elements, and was afflicted in the darkness of the
sea of contingent existence - that is, he became separated from
the realm of the Kingdom of existence which is the lights of
the placeless realm, and came to exist in the realm of place -
therefore the reality of Dhun-Nun was his distinctive essence,
and the whale was his elemental body and human temple and
his outward reality, and the sea was the contingent world and
the dark conditions of existence. And when he fell into this
narrow and dark strait, from the reality of the soul and con-
sciousness he cried out “Glory be to Thee! I have turned unto
Thee!” Therefore you who have fallen to the depths of this sea,
make supplication and entreaty that you may be drawn to the
shore of salvation and enter beneath the blessed tree which is
the comfort of the soul and the repose of consciousness.
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AB06121

To: Mulla Ghani, in Shamakhi
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who thirst for a drop from the ocean of God’s riches! In
the blessed verse “On that day God will make all rich through
His bounty,” He states that this richness, amplitude and vast-
ness of mercy truly encompasses all degrees of existence. Thus
it is observed that through the grace of the Most Glorious
Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), the
ocean of wealth is surging and the spirit of affluence is in tu-
mult. The freely-given treasure flows like a flowing stream,
spreading everywhere, and the wealth of the Most Glorious
Kingdom pours forth and descends upon the horizons of heart
and soul. The sciences of the first and the last are made man-
ifest from a single word, and truths and meanings shine forth
from every letter. Ancient outpourings are like a surging sea
and the lights of the All-Merciful like a brilliant star. This is
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AB06371
To: Haji Muhammad Javad, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.
O thou whose eyes are turned towards God! QA LGl

In this transient world, in this dust heap of the earth, in this
arena of darkness there did shine forth a luminous reality and
all the horizons of existence became illumined by it and that
most bright pearl that unique gem is none other than the love
of the Abha Beauty and attraction to the supreme horizon.

This supreme reality is a great bounty, an everlasting provi-
dence around which circle the inner reality of all things. All
the powerful forces of the world are brought to nothing by
virtue of its sovereign potency.

Consider the earlier centuries how much the peoples of those
times strove, struggled and showed great violence and ferocity,
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how much blood they shed but ultimately they only uprooted
each other and entered the abyss of humiliation and remote-
ness.
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Date: 1893 ca.

O candle of Truth’s most secret hall, Shed light to the
horizons—one and all.

From the Sun of Suns thy fire obtain, Be flame and radiance,
blaze and reign.

Make East resplendent with rising flame, Make West sweet-
scented with heaven’s name;

Give frozen spirits breath once more, And weave new light
through heaven’s floor.

The world’s frail body, weary and worn, By age and anguish
sorely torn—

Be balm to every hidden pain, Be sovereign cure, be healing
rain.

Seek not the world’s seditioned snare, Nor walk where Adam
learned despair;

Empty this clamor, this futile call, Bestow instead pure virtue’s
thrall.

Now flash like lightning, swift and bright, Now fall like spring-
clouds soft with light;

Give smiles to lips where joy is born, Give tears to depths long
left forlorn.

O Joseph of my Canaan-heart, How fair Egypt’s bazaar of art!

Unveil thy beauty, rich and rare, Give every watching eye its
share.

The grace of Baha is lamp and flame, His aid the glass that
guards the same;

The dust beneath His threshold trod Crowns thee a king—bear
news to God’s.
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Such beauty snares both angel, man, A trial devised by Love’s
own plan;

Grant but one plume, one moment’s flight, And lovers soar
beyond their sight.

Come, nightingale of speaking breath, Sing in the garden,
shame all death;

Cry aloud the Name—Ya Baha! Till heaven and earth in trem-
bling sway.
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AB06639

To: Mashhadi Yusuf Milani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou servant of the Ancient Beauty! When Josepha€”peace
be upon hima€ unveiled his bright countenance in the Egypt
of beauty, he set ablaze the souls of a myriad buyers. Now the
Joseph of the celestial Canaan, the ruler of the Egypt of the
spirit, with a face radiant as the sun and a beauty far above the
praise and description of such as are endued with understand-
ing, hath rent asunder the veils and emerged resplendent in the
midmost heart of the world. But alas, all the buyers have bus-
ied themselves with the world of water and clay, have pursued
their selfish desires, and have hence been deprived of behold-
ing His Countenance and attaining His presence. Render thou
thanks unto God that thou hast been among the buyers who
seek that Divine Beauty, and among those who are enamoured
by the Mystic Beloved. The glory of God rest upon thee and
upon all those who have been enraptured by His Beauty.

LOTW=#T70
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AB06936

To: Nasrullah Khan, in Nayshabur
Date: 1893 ca.

O you who speak in praise of the Ancient Beauty and the
Greatest Name! If you were to learn of the bounties flowing
from the clouds of the Most Glorious Kingdom, you would
raise from your soul the cry “O glad tidings! O glad tidings!”
and would send the call “O joy! O joy!” to the Pleiades, and
from the intensity of delight and ecstasy you would not be
contained within the dwelling of your body, but rather like
a poor man who discovers a treasure, or like a sick person
who finds relief from suffering, you would appear among the
people of the contingent world clapping your hands, dancing
and rejoicing, and would raise your voice to its highest saying:
“Blessed am I! Happy am I and all my loved ones for this cup
overflowing with the choice wine of God’s grace, dripping with
the pure water of God’s gifts!”

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant.
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AB06593

To: Sister of Muhammad Ali (Yazdi)
Date: 1893 ca.

O handmaiden of God! In this divine cycle and All-Merciful
dispensation, when the sun of divine bounty has risen and is
shining from all points of existence in the East and West, be
thankful, for those lights have radiated from both male and
female dawning-places and from manifestations of majesty and
veiled ladies alike. Through this mighty grace, leaves were
raised up who, like the greatest of men, rode forth in the arena
of sacred glory and were confirmed with such power that they
withstood all who exist. They never became sorrowful at the
ascension of their children, nor did they weep at separation and
deprivation from their offspring. Therefore, you too should be
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patient and forbearing like those pure essences. And upon you
be glory.
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AB06979

To: Wife of Ahmad Shirazi, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O assured leaf! The request you had made of the handmaiden
of God, the pure leaf who resides nearby, the mother of His
Holiness Ismu’llah, upon him and her be the Glory of God
the Most Glorious, they mentioned. Give thanks to the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting that you have such an intercessor,
and this servant, with utmost supplication, begs of His Majesty,
the All-Glorious, that you may attain to the greatest hopes of
men and shine forth like a brilliant light in the gathering of
the leaves of the gardens of divine knowledge. This intense
bounty and great victory is the love of the Manifest Beauty
and firm steadfastness in the mighty Covenant of the Lord,
the Generous. O Lord! Make firm the hearts of Thy sanctified
handmaidens in Thy Covenant and Testament. And the Glory
be upon thee and upon every handmaiden whose feet are firmly
established in this mighty Covenant.
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AB06790

To: Mirza Ali Akbar Rafsanjani
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art bewildered with love! This is the time of free-
dom and rapture, nay rather of readiness and disgrace. How
long wilt thou remain bewildered and perplexed, confused and
distracted? If thou seekest peace of mind, become distracted
in His path, and if thou desirest a lofty palace, become home-
less and wandering in His way. If thou seekest ancient glory,
bow thy head to the dust in His love, and if thou desirest
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eternal sovereignty and majesty and everlasting glory and dig-
nity, hasten forth into the desert of hardship in search of Him.
Traverse the wilderness of difficulty and calamity that thou
mayest drink the wine of reunion and find thy way to the Holy
Presence.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who stand firm in
God’s Covenant.
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AB06872

To: Muhammad Salih (Kirman)
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art yearning to discover! The discoverers of the
mysteries of existence and those who comprehend the qualities
and hidden secrets hold that a wondrous force of attraction
and a strange magnetic power of connection permeates and en-
compasses all these infinite beings and successive contingent
things, both physical and spiritual, and is equally present in
them all. And it is through this universal force that the indi-
vidual essences of the different simple elements come together,
and due to the diversity and differences of parts, the multipli-
cation and contrast of the infinite diverse realities of existing
things come into being. The world of matter has become a
rose garden of wonders and a garden of subtle and elegant
mysteries. In truth, every thing has unveiled itself through
that universal attractive force with a manifestation and light
and has displayed its beauty. And in human reality it has be-
come the power of yearning, bringing about enthusiasm and
passion and attraction. And the Glory be upon thee!

VUJUDE.183-184
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AB06743

To: Mulla Khudadad
Date: 1893 ca.

O Dad-Khuda! The greatest gift of the All-Giving Lord is
the recognition of the Lord and Forgiver. Praise be unto Him
Who illumined thy heart with that light. And the first bounty
is praise and glorification of the Creator, Who is worshipped in
the day of the shining of His radiant Sun. Blessed be He Who

made thy soul to profit thereby and thy head to be honored.

Therefore, O thou who art consumed by the fire of the love
of God, raise up in this rose garden a tumult and chant and
song. Blend thy voice with the mystery of the Self-Sufficient,
that it may, like the spirit and like the soul, bestow life in
the world and bring freedom and purity. May the rays of the
divine eastern Sun illumine thy face and make thy countenance
a lamp of the gathering.
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AB07544

To: Haji Mahmud Effendi, in Shamakhi
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art enriched! Regarding the Station of Mahmud,
in the mighty Qur’an it is revealed addressing the Beauty of
Muhammad: “It may be that thy Lord will raise thee to a
Station of Praise (Maqam-i-Mahmud).”* This Station of Praise
is the assemblage of all perfect attributes and complete bounty
and all-encompassing grace - that is, it is the holy Will and the
manifestation of all the merciful qualities. This station is like
the mighty ocean whose waves strike the shores of contingent
realities, and like the most luminous sun whose rays reach the
mirrors of pure hearts. Therefore, O thou seeker of spiritual
beauty, arrive at the shore of this divine ocean, and O thou

4Qur’an 17:79.
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purchaser of the gems of inner meanings, present thyself at the
beach of this pearl-scattering sea. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB07608

To: Mashhadi Baba Samaduf Shirvani, in Tiflis
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who speakest in remembrance of God! In these days
when the bounties of the All-Merciful have encompassed the
kingdom of possibilities, and the favors of the Lord of Mercy
have quickened all existence and contingent beings, the breezes
of the divine springtime have made meadow and plain verdant
and flourishing, and the all-encompassing grace of the Celes-
tial Beauty hath adorned the flower garden and rose bower.
Therefore must that fragrant herb of the garden of the love of
God attain to such delicacy and sweetness that it may become
a clear sign of the garden of the All-Merciful and a manifest
token of this springtime of the Lord of all being, that it may
attain unto universal good and become the recipient of the
bounties of these days. And the Glory be upon thee and upon
every penitent servant.
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AB07362

To: Mashhadi Habib, in Tiflis
Date: 1893 ca.

O noble Habib! Some believe that love is greater than intimate
friendship, arguing that the title of the Lord of Messengers and
the Secret of existence, may my soul be sacrificed for His pros-
tration, was “Beloved” (Habib) not “Friend” (Khalil). The fire
of love is fundamental while intimate friendship is derivative.
Others believe that intimate friendship is more specific than
love and is among the special characteristics of His Holiness
the illustrious Friend (Abraham). However, in reality these
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two titles are one and the same thing, each being more specific
than the other from a certain perspective, and both pertain
to the Divine Beauty. “Say: Call upon Allah, or call upon
Rahman: by whatever name ye call upon Him, (it is well): for
to Him belong the Most Beautiful Names.” ° And upon you
be glory.
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ABO07467

To: Ghulam-Ali or Ghulam-Ali (Yazd)
Date: 1893 ca.

O candle of the love of God! In this great century which is
even as the light and life of bygone ages and a radiant sun
compared with other times, thou shouldst exert thyself with
all thy might so as to become the manifestation of the signs
of God’s mercy and the dawning place of His light. Cherish
these days and regard this time even as a potent elixir. Whilst
thou hast strength within thee still, take thou a step towards
the divine realm and so long as thou hast breath, renounce the
transient things of this dark and decrepit world. Thus shall
thou become a scintillating jewel, a shining gem in the diadem
of glory which crowneth the world of being.
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AB07499

To: Nasrullah brother of Muhammad Ali, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who hast attained the presence in the Day of Meeting!
Thy letter which thou hadst written to my brother was consid-
ered. From the meanings of its words and the foundations of its
allusions, firmness and steadfastness in the Cause of God was

5Qur’an 17:110.
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evident and manifest. Well done! A thousand times well done!
Today the loved ones of the Ancient Beauty must, through His
aid and confirmation, manifest such firmness and steadfastness
that the eyes of all who dwell on earth shall be amazed and all
tribes and peoples shall be astonished and bewildered at what
divine power and indubitable might this is, that a soul can
withstand all who are on earth. In short, today the greatest of
all things is steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament.
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AB07470

To: Jinab Shahriyar
Date: 1893 ca.

O Shahriyar! The Pure Lord has been your friend, that you
have gained entry to this court and discovered the path to the
heavenly palace of the Guardian of the world. You have drunk
the wine of wisdom from the divine chalice and goblet, and

partaken of the living waters from the spring of recognition.

Be joyful and glad that you have entered this feast and gained
a portion from this celebration. In gratitude for this bounty,
offer praise to the Lord of the highest heaven and give thanks
to the One God of heaven and earth, for you have been honored
with such a gift and become intimate and confidant through
such a bounty. Soon the radiance of the divine Sun of the
world will fall upon you and illuminate your face in the realm
above.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jbss b 8 a3y JLSTL Ol bt )
@22 Ol Olgx Oliler Olsk 5 (3L L
Al el Al oy L;U; *6l,
alels faczs L€y o S5
2 &L Glalr  oF 2 saeld
Sox o e Ul O EENPR £ o
G e Ol (ke mlaz o) Al
8 ey s ol dglas B ol 5 oS
S g s e DL e ot
Oler Ol 4, (634 328 512 5 Sl
R Y Ol 5o ) gy s Bl g Doy

xS

INBAS88:334, ALPA.047b, YARP2.056

p-100

156


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=80
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=368
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-106.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-106.html

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB08245

AB07466

To: Muhammad son of Abdu’llah
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou candle of the love of God! Be radiant and brilliant
in this luminous gathering so that thy rays may ascend and
reach the threshold of the Kingdom. For the candles of the
material world will ultimately grow dim and be extinguished.
And if thou desirest that the lights of that candle be mentioned
in the divine gathering, remain firm and steadfast in God’s
Covenant and Testament, and be not shaken by the winds of
tests and trials. For faith and certitude without tests provide
no assurance or reliability - they may vanish due to some minor
matter or illusory doubts, and their light may set.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who strive to diffuse
the divine fragrances.
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AB08245

To: Mirza Mihdi, in Baku
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art confirmed by Divine guidance! There are sev-
eral kinds of guidance. There is guidance by the tongue, which
consists in acknowledging and recognizing the oneness of the
Beauty of the All-Merciful and in the heart’s admission and
certitude, which is a bounty from the Lord God. But complete
bounty and perfect guidance consist in the radiant lights of the
Sun of Truth encompassing the wayfarer from all directions of
his being and essence. That is, the luminous lamp of guidance
is kindled within the glass of his heart, and its radiant beams
shine forth so brightly through the glass of his members and
faculties that it illumines a whole world. This guidance is per-
fect guidance, and this gift is universal bounty. And upon thee
be glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gy L Sl b S B 6]
Caildo sy Vel 5 )31 S il Culus
5 Ol 0kl el e, s
Ll Cdlsyy O e s & Cedldeny
faable Il o6 Colas o Jels b
sy Dler @ 51 8 el Sl
D G A bl ) Sl i
3 Al B oterled s o Gl
s Lasl Slala) 3l Ol plaslyy sandl
2 2 1y Gler § 552 bl ol
Cvge ) s Gl B Culis Culis )

Se el doli oo

MKT6.019

157


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-19.html

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB08264

ABO08276

To: Karbala’i Zaynu’l-Abidin (Milan)
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou assured soul! His Holiness, the Lord of the Prostrating
Ones, was engaged day and night in bowing down and prostra-
tion, and in communion with the Sovereign of existence. The
sweetness of the divine remembrance so delighted his palate
that he withdrew to a secluded corner and spent all his time in
the remembrance of the Glorious Lord. I swear by the Ancient
Beauty—may my spirit be sacrificed for the feet of His detached
loved ones—that there is no pleasure greater than this, and no
blessing more delightful than this. Therefore one must ask God
to bestow a sound taste, that the sweetness of the remembrance
of God may become evident.
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AB08264

To: Isma’il (Tiflis)
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who gazest upon God! The honored namesake was the
Truthful in Promise and Trustworthy, and thus did he attain
to this most exalted and highest station at the place of sac-
rifice. Though some have considered Isma’il, the Truthful in
Promise, to be other than the Sacrifice, yet both are one and
the same. Promise is of two kinds: existential and verbal. The
existential is greater than that which is verbal. Since human
reality, through the pure bounty of the All-Merciful, has been
honored with the distinction of existence, it has, by virtue of
its coming into being and existence itself, made a promise to
arise in servitude before His Lordship. Therefore, the Truthful
in Promise is that blessed soul who, in this Most Great Cycle,
arises to fulfill the requirements of servitude. And upon thee
be glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

el e Gl SIS e b U1 L
5 7618 ke s deh o plie Gl 1 5y

e de )l Golo ol gam S| ol
93 4 ey CanSS 5 p U§J Slazdls C~>
Skl oy Gl 5 oy Sl
O olaz a2 Ol caa- Oer Gl
290 5 5l L e SB gy O
03l gy O = Cud g ;’U‘i s
S @\)J‘{Cﬂw)f)\-:ﬁwi?x)‘ 3sle

e ol 5 A plS ospe 31k el

YMM.182

158


https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-78
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=190

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

ABO08766

AB08268

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Tihran
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! That which
thou hadst written was specifically read and noted, and be-
came the cause of thy good mention in this gathering of the
All-Merciful. The glances of the Eye of the All-Merciful are
directed towards thee and the drops from the clouds of mercy
are raining upon thee. The divine favors encompass thee from
all directions, and the sea of the All-Merciful’s bounty is surg-
ing and overflowing. Therefore, be thou joyous and gladdened
in spirit, and be thou expansive and elated in heart, for thou
art the object of this eye of providence and art singled out for
this grace and beneficence. This was written with the utmost
haste, and glory be upon thee.
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To: Mirza Husayn Zanjani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O namesake of His Holiness the Desired One! A hundred thou-
sand thanks be unto the Lord, the All-Loving, that thou hast
attained in this Promised Day and achieved that which was
the ultimate aspiration of noble souls and pure spirits. Thou
didst endure hardships in the path of the Glorious Lord, and
now thou art firm in the Covenant of the King of Splendor. Be
confident in the aid and protection of the Ancient Beauty and
engage thyself in His affairs. I cherish the hope that through
the grace of Baha thy face may be illumined with faithfulness
and thy heart may, through purity, become the envy of the
rose garden.
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AB09049

Date: 1893 ca.

Whoever keeps watch at that exalted Door Becomes the war-
den of a realm secure;

The kingdom of the soul, the heart’s domain, Finds in his hand
a sovereign’s reign.

Though weak as ants that crawl upon the ground, By His com-
mand they Solomon are crowned;

Their rule extends to every land and sea— All realms submit
to such authority.

A mote that dances in the solar ray Reveals the Truth no
shadow can gainsay;

So shines reality, unveiled and clear, When touched by Light
that casts out fear.

A drop that deems itself as naught, undone, Becomes an ocean
rich with pearl and sun;

From seeming loss, abundance takes its birth, And nothingness
outweighs the earth.

A servant poor, despised, and frail in sight Is crowned the head
of kings by Heaven’s right;
The lowliest brow is raised, adorned, and blest, A diadem upon

the humblest crest.

Should armies of ignorance fiercely assail, The field shall yet
know victory, not fail;

For there shall rise, with banner lifted high, The marshal of
the host—undaunted, nigh.

The candle of Truth weeps as it burns bright, Yet from its pain
is born the guiding light;

The flame of guidance, fierce and pure, Consumes, yet heals—
endures to cure.

5 Who gives his life to the Beloved fair Becomes the King of

martyrs, crowned in air;

Through sacrifice his throne is won, His reign begins when life
is done.

7 From every snare of strife and faithless plot He stands released,

untouched, forgot;
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AB09491

His covenant secure—By faith made sure.

ol ol #
INBA59:153b,
INBAS88:056a

INBA13:405, INBA55:239,

AB11998

To: Dhikr Ali Milani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who gazest upon the Divine Beauty! Raise up thy
hands of supplication to the Court of the Self-Sufficient Lord
and open thy tongue in thanksgiving for this manifest grace
and mighty blessing, that thou hast in this great Day attained
to the Ancient Bounty and in this glorious century hast reached
the gracious favor of the All-Praised One. Thou hast acquired
the lights of guidance from the Dawning-Place of Oneness and
obtained the signs of bounty from the Dayspring of loving-
kindness. And upon thee and upon those who are guided by
the guidance of God be the Glory.
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AB09491

To: Aga Muhammad (Yazd) et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1893 ca.

O thou who art yearning for attainment! Every head hath its
secret, and every heart its desire and passion. If thou art of
them who possess the mystery of sanctity, then lay thy head

in the wilderness of love and gallop in this boundless expanse.

And if thou longest for the divine precinct, freely offer up heart
and soul. Otherwise this journey will never reach its end, the
goal will remain unattained, and the Beloved will not unveil
His countenance. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB09573

AB09676

To: Haji Hasan, in Saryazd
Date: 1893 ca.

My Lord and my Hope! This is Thy servant who hath bowed
down before the King of Thy oneness, who hath humbled him-
self before the presence of Thy singleness, who hath believed
in the Beauty of Thy uniqueness, and who hath supplicated
the Kingdom of Thy self-subsistence. O my Lord! Answer his
prayer, facilitate the fulfillment of his hopes, grant his suppli-
cation, bestow upon him his heart’s desire, expand his breast,
gladden his heart, and make him joyous through Thy glad-
tidings and moved by Thy fragrances and quickened by the
breezes of the realities of Thy mysteries. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Bestower.
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AB09573

To: Bibi Fatimih wife of the brother of who attained, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O pure and sanctified leaf! The favors of God, like a boundless
ocean, surge over His servants and handmaidens, and like the
clouds of winter, quicken and refresh the flower garden and
meadow of the hearts of those who are attracted to Him. Since
thou art assured of His verses and art a believer in His words,
take thou a handful from that ocean and be not content with
but a drop of this bounty. And the Glory be upon thee and
upon every maidservant who hath believed in God.
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ABO09778

AB09191

To: Haji Muhammad ’Ali Kashani
Date: 1893 ca.

O sweet-voiced nightingale of the rose-garden of love! Now is
the time when by reason of our tormenting bereavement from
the King of Flowers thou shouldst weep, lament, and burn with
anguish in the open meadow. Warble then this melody, sing
out this song, and enrapture the hearts thereby:

O luminous Sun! O embodied Spirit! O celebrated Light! We
cry out in separation from Thee!

O Daystar of Truth! O Light of His Essence!
Guidance! We cry out in separation from Thee!

O Candle of

The glory of God rest upon thee and upon His loved ones from
this poor and lowly servant.
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AB09778

To: Karbala’t Rahman, in Mamagan
Date: 1893 ca.

O my God, my Refuge, my Shelter and my Trust! I beseech
Thee by the Sun of the heaven of Thy mercy, and the Lumi-
nary of the firmament of Thy oneness, and the Dawning-Place
of Thy singleness, and the Temple of Thy self-subsistence, and
the Beauty of Thy oneness shining forth, gleaming and lumi-
nous, to encompass Thy servant with the glance of Thine eye of
loving-kindness and preserve him in the cave of Thy protection
and safeguarding. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Strong, the
Generous.
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AB10033

AB10155

To: Fatimih Sultan wife of Haji Ahmad Kaffash, in Yazd
Date: 1893 ca.

O faithful leaf! Divine bounties are of two kinds - physical and
spiritual. The physical have no permanence, but the spiritual
endure. Now observe what divine bounties and heavenly favors
have been bestowed upon thee. The greatest of bounties is the
recognition of God, love for the Blessed Beauty, and association

with one who is a burning brazier of the fire of the love of God.

This is a mighty favor and an evident grace.
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AB10033

To: Firaydun Ardishir
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the Powerful, the Speaking, and the Seeing

O Feridun, Feridun who nurtures the sphere of intelligence,
who guides the wise ones to culture and knowledge! Be thou
the world-reflecting mirror of that brilliant jewel. Ardeshir
was the wrathful lion of the battlefield - be thou the lion of the
plain of God’s love, so that thou mayest become valiant in the
battlefield against demons and evil spirits, and that through
thy manliness a world may come under the protection of the
Lord and find rest in the abode of tranquility.
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ABO09787

AB10138

To: Hurmuz
Date: 1893 ca.

He is All-Knowing and All-Powerful

O Hurmuz, you must become, in the path of God, like a heav-
enly messenger - wayfaring and agile - and like a pure and
radiant beam of light illumine every darkness and make every
soul, far and near, aware of this bounty which is the first gift of
the Creator God. The truthful ones, when they find the path
of God, become guides. May your soul be happy!
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AB09787

To: Isfandiyar
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful

They say that Isfandiyar was invulnerable, fighting against the
mighty warrior. Sword and axe had no effect upon him, and
arrow and shaft could not penetrate. But his eye, which is
the light of spirit and soul, was wounded and afflicted by a
gentle arrow. Therefore, become thou the invulnerable ancient
sovereign, that thou mayest be safe from every harm from head
to foot and receive tidings of eternal existence.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Blg 5 bls
sy Gofss Jhkiel § &8 bl )
53355 536 3\ 53 85 1 e Kt
a;u;)fbfie-djdi)f\);ﬁ.&,
03,3 5 s eal (65 &4 Cudlyy 5 Ola
U b g G Sl g3 Gifas 5 258
e Al s Sl AL °°J""TL3,'5”“TJ"5\

S

INBA88:337a, YARP2.318 p.268

165


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-214.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=371
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-274.html

Vol. 112: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1893

AB10442

AB10653

To: Badiih
Date: 1893 ca.

O faithful leaf! If thou wert to become aware of the hid-
den divine favors that are ordained in the Abha Kingdom for
the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, I swear by the Ancient
Beauty that thou wouldst soar in flight from intense rapture,
stand erect and cry aloud: “Blessed are the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful who have attained to this supreme grace!” And
glory be upon thee.

8 bl rais Ol 5§ ket 265
o.u,.wu})\ b\yﬁw\uﬂy
u,\.ﬂ)\{(.\edléf“esxf?w\
Sl bps S e s AU Sl ders
il Jadh U 033 S a1 LY b

Sde L

MKT7.176b

AB10442

To: Bahram Khusraw Ruzbih
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the heavenly Friend

O Bahram! May your day be blessed, for on this day you
stepped into the world of existence and hastened to the rose-
garden of truth. This is the most joyous Naw-Ruz day which
bestows new life and shows forth the way of the Lord. If you
but knew on what auspicious day you donned the garment of
existence and drank the wine of truth, you would rend your
garments in joy and become enraptured and bewildered.
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AB10477

AB10441

To: Bahram Surush (Bombay)
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the Illuminator of the Path.

O Bahram! The call of Surush rings out from the celestial
realm, and its resounding melody reaches the ears of inner
awareness. Awaken, awaken! And become detached, become
detached from demons and evil spirits. Keep your distance,
keep your distance from the ignorant and the self-centered
priests, so that you may experience the surge and resonance of
Surush.
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AB10477

To: Jahanbakhsh
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the Bestower of life and existence.

O World-Illuminator! The Pure Lord is the Bestower of the
world and the Heaven is its Illuminator. The Merciful God -
the world of dust is narrow and dark, while the radiant world is
vast and near. If thou canst, follow the path of thy forebears so
that thou mayest witness the nurturing care of God and bestow
eternal life. For when thou walkest the path and showest others
the way, thou becomest a bestower of life and existence and
givest flowing life.
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AB10609

AB10610

To: Mihraban
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the All-Loving, the Kind.

O Mihraban! Love is a ray from the sun of divine love and
a bounty from the limitless ocean of the Kind Lord. When
this bright ray strikes the soul, it becomes a rose garden, and
when it touches the heart, it becomes a flower-filled meadow.
It becomes the power of culture and wisdom, and harmonious
with angel and inspiration. It becomes the lamp of mystery in
the house of the heart, and the wine from the wine-cellar of
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AB10609

To: Mihraban Furud

Date: 1893 ca.

He is the kind Friend Ol e b sl

O Mihraban Furud! Though Tus showed kindness in every
way, men were stirred to wrath; and for all the gentleness and
solicitude he manifested, he met only anger and recklessness—
for he had cast in his lot with them that cleave unto the dust.
Kindness is a ray of God, and graciousness the brightness of
heaven; yet in pure hearts there is light, while in sorrow-laden

souls there is darkness. Look not upon this one or that one:
be thou kind.
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AB10510

AB10506

To: Rustam
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the peerless mighty one.

O Rustam, strong of body as an elephant, who was powerful
as the demon-binding hero - he overthrew the foundation of
brave men. You, through divine power, overthrow the evil
ones like the grandson of Nariman, so that you may become
like Tahmtan, the army-breaking sovereign and the knight of
the battlefield against Ahriman. Where that one took life, you
give life; where he cast down, you raise up.
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AB10510

To: Rustam Bahram
Date: 1893 ca.

He is the light of the universe, the one God

O Rustam! Oppression hath encompassed the world, ignorance
and heedlessness like a dark night hath seized both East and
West and rendered them dark. If thou art the divine champion,
bind the demons in chains, and if thou art the brave warrior

of the battlefield, cast the necks of the ignorant into thy noose.

To break the enemy and to be a champion is easy, but to bind
Ahriman is difficult.
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AB04573

AB04573

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1893 or <

O my spiritual beloved! I have read your noble letter which
speaks with clear proof of your firmness in the love of God,
your steadfastness in the religion of God, and your sincerity
in the path of God. Blessed are you and those who are at-
tracted by the fragrances of God and are enkindled by God’s
fire burning in the Tree of Sinai. Such befits one like you, for
you drank from the cup whose mixture was of camphor, from
the hand of your Lord’s bounty, before the trumpet was blown
and the horn was sounded, while eyes were still veiled from
that radiant and light-enshrouded Countenance. Blessed are
you, again blessed are you! I can hardly forget the days in Iraq,
the day of radiance, when you were like a flame of fire among
the righteous and chosen ones - the heat of your love burning
the attracted hearts within breasts while people were in doubt
and lethargy, occupied in play. I ask God to increase your
firmness and steadfastness and to illuminate through you the
hearts of the free ones. And glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey my greetings to the loved ones: Jinab Haji ‘Abbas and
Jinab Aqa ‘Abbas and Jinab Jasim and Haji ‘Ali and Haji ‘Ali
Tihrani and Ibn Mirza ‘Abdu’llah and the others. And we kiss

the cheeks of Husayn Effendi and the other protected ones.
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Study guide to this volume

This volume, gathering writings from the second year of ’Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry, shows the tran-
sition from the immediate crisis of Baha’u’llah’s ascension toward a more settled, though still
intensely demanding, new configuration of the community. The tone shifts from the acute grief of
the 1892 letters toward something more constructive and more far-ranging: the letters of 1893 de-
fine what the community must become, not only what it must endure. Unity, as an active spiritual
and social force rather than merely a doctrinal affirmation, becomes the dominant keynote; the
believers are called to embody oneness so radiantly that estranged peoples are drawn into its orbit.
Alongside the communal dimension, a rich and distinctive anthropology begins to emerge: the hu-
man being as the “all-embracing reality” of the contingent world, the “greatest sign” of God, the
living recapitulation of the universe’s meanings — a being whose dignity is urgently pressed against
a reductionist materialism that would confine knowledge to the sensory plane. Steadfastness under
the ongoing trials of the “year of Shidad” (the year of severity that followed the ascension) is repeat-
edly invoked, alongside the physician metaphor — the world as a sick patient whose only remedy
is the love and recognition of the Beauty of God. The volume is at once a pastoral companion, a
metaphysical argument, and a manifesto for a new kind of human community.

Unity as the Purpose of the Manifestations: One Sea, One Tree,
One Sun

Key Passages

O beloved of God! Ye are the waves of one sea and the drops of one cloud, illumined
by the lights of one sun and brightened by the rays of one supreme luminary. The Pure
One sayeth: Ye are all the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch. — AB05259

This is the time of oneness and unity, the season for the hearts to show forth love and
affection. The Holy Manifestations of God stepped into the physical world from the
horizon of creation for the purpose of binding together all who dwell on earth, and
accepted the garment of human form, bearing all these tribulations and trials in pursuit
of this mighty goal and glorious purpose. Now the beloved of God must rise from the
horizon of oneness in such wise that all who dwell on earth become intoxicated from the
wine of unity, become immersed in the sea of oneness, and partake of the fruits from
the garden of detachment. — ABO05259

O thou spark ignited by the fire of divine love! The divine friends must manifest such
unity under the shade of the Word of Oneness that the fragrances of that unity and
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oneness will gather together the different, opposing, conflicting and hostile nations of
the world at the banks of the divine sea of oneness. They must remove the custom of
estrangement from among the peoples of the world so that they may be adorned with
the beauty of oneness. Gather ye at the center of the circle of existence so that ye may
partake of the bounties of the praiseworthy station. — ABO05632

O ye that have a listening ear and seeing eye! This is the time of burning and attraction,
and the moment of surging and outpouring. The atoms of existence are in motion and
the drops of the sea of being are in waves and blessing. And you who are the essence of
the human world must be vibrating and moving like the spirit in the body of contingent
being, so that this lifeless body may become alive and this contingent world may become
the dawning-place of the lights of the worlds of the unconstrained. — AB04764

Context for Study

The unity teaching in this volume operates on two registers simultaneously: it is a mystical claim
about the ontological ground of all being (all are waves of one sea, fruits of one tree, illumined by
one sun), and it is a practical mandate addressed to a specific community in a specific historical
moment (go and gather the estranged nations at the banks of oneness). The metaphors are or-
ganic rather than architectural — waves, drops, leaves, fruits — which is a significant theological
choice: unity here is the expression of a shared life-source, not the product of a contract or a
structure. This resonates with the Sufi doctrine of wahdat al-wujud (unity of being) as developed
by Ibn ’Arabi, in which all existing things are modes of the single divine self-disclosure, but the
Baha’i text gives this metaphysics an irreducibly social and historical dimension: the unity that is
ontologically true must also be practically achieved through the community’s behavior. Students
may compare this with the Pauline doctrine of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) in which the
biological organism is the image of an achieved communal reality, with the Confucian concept of ren
(humaneness/benevolence) as the quality that makes social harmony possible, with the Buddhist
notion of pratityasamutpada (dependent origination) as the metaphysical ground of compassionate
solidarity, and with Hegel’s doctrine of Sittlichkeit (ethical life) in which the individual finds gen-
uine freedom only within the ethical institutions of community. The phrase “the fragrances of that
unity and oneness will gather together the different, opposing, conflicting and hostile nations of
the world” sets an extraordinarily ambitious social goal for a tiny, persecuted community — and
frames the community’s inner unity as itself a form of missionary service.

Questions for Reflection

1. The organic metaphors for unity — waves of one sea, fruits of one tree, drops of one cloud
— present oneness as a shared origin rather than a constructed agreement. How does this
grounding of unity in a common source compare with contractarian theories of political unity
(Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau), with the Pauline body-of-Christ imagery, and with the Confucian
grounding of social harmony in the cultivation of ren (humaneness)?

2. The declaration that the “Holy Manifestations of God stepped into the physical world for the
purpose of binding together all who dwell on earth” makes the social unity of humanity the
primary purpose of prophetic revelation. How does this teleological reading of religious history
compare with Christian salvation history (whose telos is the redemption of the individual soul
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and the cosmic renewal of creation), with the Islamic concept of the ummah (community) as
the goal of prophetic mission, and with the Buddhist concept of the sangha as one of the
Three Jewels?

3. The text calls on the believers to embody unity so completely that the fragrance of their
oneness draws estranged nations toward them. This is a missionary strategy grounded entirely
in communal witness rather than in argument or proclamation. What are the strengths and
limits of this strategy, and how does it compare with the evangelical tradition of the explicit
verbal proclamation of a message?

4. The phrase “atoms of existence are in motion and the drops of the sea of being are in waves and
blessing” uses the language of physical reality (atomic vibration, oceanic motion) as an image
of spiritual dynamism. What does this suggest about ’Abdu’l-Baha’s understanding of the
relationship between the physical and spiritual worlds? How does it compare with Teilhard de
Chardin’s vision of a universe evolving toward the Omega Point, with Whitehead’s process
theology of a universe of events rather than substances, and with Buddhist teachings on
impermanence?

5. The community being addressed was small, persecuted, and scattered across Persia and a
few other regions. The goal assigned to it — gathering “different, opposing, conflicting and
hostile nations of the world” into oneness — is cosmically ambitious. What theological premise
about the power of spiritual reality makes such an assignment intelligible rather than merely
utopian?

The Human Reality as Epitome of the Universe

Key Passages

O divine friends and true companions! Man is in truth a preamble of the Manifest
Book of contingent being, and an epitome of the meanings of the Preserved Tablet of
this mighty universe, and a concise expression of this unfurled scroll of all ancient and
modern times. He is the greatest sign and the banner of the Blessed Beauty. —
AB11818

And yet, since their sight and vision were confined to material things, they remained
unaware of the world of the soul and bereft of signs from the Kingdom of the Beloved.
They dwelt in the mineral world yet sought to discover the power of growth and plants.
They lived in the vegetable realm yet craved the qualities of sensing bodies. They
pitched their tent in the animal sphere yet yearned to discover human reality. They knew
themselves to be of the same genus and species as beasts yet sought knowledge of the
world of conscience. They remained imprisoned in the world of nature yet investigated
the realities beyond nature. They lived in a lower world yet sought the higher world:
and this is naught but vain endeavor and foolish imagination. — ABO01958

Therefore, O wayfarer upon the path of the Beloved, know thou that the fundamental
purpose of this Holy Tradition is to mention the stages of the appearance and conceal-
ment of the Absolute within the thrones of Reality which are the Dawning-Places of
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the Grandeur of Its Essence. For example, before the kindling and manifestation of
the fire of Primal Unity by itself and for itself, the totality of the manifestations are
within the Invisible Essence. This is the station of the “Hidden Treasure.” And when
that blessed tree is lighted by itself and for itself and that Divinely-kindled fire is alight
by its essence for its essence, this becomes the station of “and I desired to be known.”
And when there has shone forth, with all the limitless Divine Names and Attributes,
from the Dawning Place of Creation upon and for the sake of Possible Being, that is
the station of the appearance of a wondrous creation and a new handiwork which is the
station of “and so I created the Creation.” — AB11009

Context for Study

The anthropology articulated in this volume is among the most elevated in the Baha’i writings: the
human being is a “preamble” to the Book of existence, an “epitome” of the universe’s meanings,
the “greatest sign” of God. This is a metaphysical claim as much as a spiritual one: the human
being stands in a relationship to the rest of creation analogous to the relationship of a précis to
the book it summarizes — all the meanings are there, compressed and distilled. This tradition
of the human being as microcosm (al-insan al-akbar, the Greater Human) is one of the oldest in
Islamic philosophy, running from the Ikhwan al-Safa through Ibn ’Arabi’s doctrine of the insan
al-kamil (the Perfect Human as the axis of existence) through Mulla Sadra’s account of the soul’s
identity with the rational order of the universe. In Western tradition, the same claim appears in
the Platonic doctrine of the soul’s kinship with the Forms, in Pico della Mirandola’s Oration on
the Dignity of Man, and in Kant’s characterization of the person as the only thing that has dignity
(Wiirde) rather than mere price. The critique in AB01958 of a reductionist materialism that seeks
to understand higher levels of reality from within lower levels is precisely structured: one cannot
discover plant-growth by investigating only mineral matter; one cannot discover consciousness by
investigating only animal sensation; and one cannot discover the soul by investigating only the
brain. This is the epistemological argument for a hierarchical anthropology, and its target — the
naturalist who assumes that the highest can always be explained by the lowest — is as relevant
to contemporary debates about consciousness and artificial intelligence as it was to the scientific
materialism of the 1890s.

Questions for Reflection

1. The description of the human being as an “epitome of the meanings of the Preserved Tablet
of this mighty universe” draws on the tradition of al-insan al-kabir/al-insan al-akbar (the
Human as the Greater/Greatest World). How does this Islamic philosophical tradition of the
human as microcosm relate to the Platonic doctrine of the soul’s kinship with the Forms, to
Pico della Mirandola’s Renaissance vision of human dignity, and to the Kantian claim that
persons have dignity ( Wiirde) rather than mere price?

2. AB01958’s argument that materialists seek to understand higher levels of existence from
within lower levels — the plant from within the mineral, consciousness from within mere
sensation — is a structural argument against reductionism. How does this argument compare
with Aristotle’s doctrine of the levels of the soul (nutritive, sensitive, rational) as irreducible
to one another, with contemporary philosophy of mind’s debates about the “hard problem of
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consciousness,” and with the Baha'’i principle that the spiritual world cannot be derived from
the material?

3. The passage from AB11009 describes the stages of divine self-disclosure (Hidden Treasure,
the desire to be known, the act of creation) in cosmological terms. How does this cosmogony
relate to the human being described in AB11818 as the “preamble” and “epitome” of creation?
What is the relationship between the logic of divine self-disclosure and the privileged place of
the human in the order of being?

4. If the human being is genuinely the “greatest sign” of God — the form in which divine reality
is most fully legible — what follows for how we should treat other human beings, and for how
communities should be organized? How does this anthropological claim ground the Baha'i
social principles of equality, justice, and universal education?

5. Contemporary debates about the nature of consciousness, the possibility of artificial general
intelligence, and the moral status of animals all turn on questions about what is unique to
the human being. How does the Baha’i anthropological vision engage these debates? Where
does it offer resources that secular frameworks lack, and where must it engage the challenges
those frameworks pose?

The World as Patient: The Physician Metaphor and the Remedy
of Love

Key Passages

O spiritual physician! The weak body of the world is afflicted with a hundred thousand
chronic, fatal diseases, and the ailing existence of humanity is exposed to great dangers,
restless and suffering. If you were to prepare the antidote of the supreme theriac, if
you were to make the effort and save souls from these beds of sickness — when you
look carefully it becomes evident that this severe malady has no cure except the love
of the True Physician, and these great symptoms and pains have no remedy except the
recognition of the Beauty of the All-Merciful, and these dangerous wounds have no salve
except the character of the Beloved of all horizons. Therefore, O physician, it is time
for healing and treatment, it is time for bandages and salves, until divine confirmation
determines what will transpire. — ABO06250

O thou who hast borne trials and tribulations for the sake of the Abha Beauty! Give
thanks unto the Self-Subsistent Beauty that the escort of His loving-kindness and the
source of His overflowing bounty have arrived and been vouchsafed unto thee, and that in
the path of His love thou hast quaffed the cup of woe and tasted the venom of unyielding
cruelty. In the fires of oppression and animosity thou hast blossomed like a rose and
remained undisturbed by the relentless persecution of the ungodly. Deadly poison taken
for the love of the wondrous Friend is a delicious candy, and the bitterness of a lethal
drug is sweeter than the soft-flowing waters of Paradise. The blows of enemies suffered
in the path of God are a blessing to the friends, and the persecution of the unjust is
a boundless mercy, for our days are passing quickly and life without bearing hardships
and ordeals for the sake of God is without benefit and fruit in the end. = — AB02579
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Should He bestow bounty’s pearl, behold its shell, the heart.
And should adversity’s arrow arrive, behold its target, the soul. — ABO02579

Context for Study

The physician metaphor is one of the oldest and most persistent images for the prophetic function
in religious literature: in the Gospels, Jesus describes Himself as a physician sent to the sick rather
than the healthy (Mark 2:17); in Islamic tradition, the Prophet is the “physician of souls” (tabib al-
arwah); in Buddhist tradition, the Buddha is compared to a physician who diagnoses the disease of
suffering, identifies its cause (craving), prescribes a cure (the Eightfold Path), and administers the
medicine. What distinguishes the Baha’i deployment of this metaphor in AB06250 is the specificity
of the diagnosis: the world is not suffering from ignorance alone (as an Enlightenment physician
might diagnose it) or from structural injustice alone (as a Marxist physician might), but from the
absence of divine love and the failure of recognition of the Manifestation — conditions that no
human remedy, however well-intentioned, can address. The treatment is correspondingly specific:
the “character of the Beloved of all horizons,” which in context means the embodied character of
"Abdu’l-Baha Himself as the exemplar of what Baha’u’llah’s love produces in a human life. The
complementary passage AB02579 offers the inverse paradox: the bitterest medicine, taken in the
path of divine love, becomes sweeter than the “soft-flowing waters of Paradise.” This is the theology
of trial as gift, familiar from the Islamic tradition of bala’ (divine testing as a mark of election),
from the Christian theology of suffering as participation in Christ’s passion, and from the Sufi
tradition in which the pain of separation from the Beloved is itself a form of nearness.

Questions for Reflection

1. The physician metaphor implies that the world’s malady has been correctly diagnosed and
the appropriate remedy identified. How does the Baha’i diagnosis — that the world suffers
from the absence of divine love and the failure of recognition of the Manifestation — compare
with secular diagnoses (structural injustice, ignorance, material deprivation) and with other
religious diagnoses (sin and the need for redemption, ignorance and the need for enlightenment,
the accumulation of bad karma)?

2. AB02579 describes the “deadly poison taken for the love of the wondrous Friend” as “a
delicious candy.” This is the classic paradox of the theology of trial: suffering in the path
of love is experienced as its own reward. How does this paradox compare with the mystical
tradition’s claim that the pain of separation is inseparable from the joy of love (in Rumi’s
reed flute, in John of the Cross’s “dark night of the soul,” in the Songs of Songs), and where
does it risk sanctifying suffering in ways that are spiritually or psychologically dangerous?

3. The letter AB06250 is addressed to someone described as a “spiritual physician” — apparently
a believer with healing gifts or medical training who is being urged to apply the remedy of
love. What is the relationship between conventional medical treatment and spiritual healing
in the Baha’i understanding? How does this compare with the Christian tradition of healing
ministry, with Islamic #ibb al-nabi (prophetic medicine), and with contemporary integrative
medicine?

4. The couplet “Should He bestow bounty’s pearl, behold its shell, the heart. / And should
adversity’s arrow arrive, behold its target, the soul” invites meditation on the human being
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as the site where both divine gift and divine trial are received. What does it mean for the soul
to be the “target” of adversity, and how does this image transform the meaning of suffering?

5. The physician metaphor places the healer in a position of asymmetrical authority over the
patient (who is sick and does not know the remedy). How does this metaphor sit alongside
the Baha’i principle of the independent investigation of truth? Where does spiritual authority
appropriately take the form of prescription, and where must it give way to the individual’s
own discernment?

Steadfastness under Trial: The Iron Wall of the Covenant

Key Passages

O thou who art attracted to the realms of inner meanings! In these days when the winds
of tests and trials have encompassed the horizons from all directions, and the hardships
of the year of Shidad have cast those in all lands into trembling and perturbation, and
the sea of sorrows is surging and the flood of grief is flowing, the fire of anguish is ablaze
and the moths of the candle of the Friend’s beauty have burned their wings, the pillars
of existence are shaking and trembling and the foundations and supports of contingent
being are in turmoil — the loved ones of God must arise with such steadfastness and
firmness that they will astonish the people of the world. — ABO03765

O you who trust in the grace and providence of God! One of the signs of His oneness
has been the firmness and steadfastness of the loved ones of God in His blessed Cause
— they are as firm as mountains and as strong as the iron barrier of Dhul-Qarnayn.
They freely sacrifice their lives in the path of the Beloved, and in the place of sacrifice
they soar like the birds of faithfulness with joy and delight. They hasten to the altar of
love with utmost eagerness and drink the wine of self-sacrifice with supreme joy from
the hand of the cup-bearer of evanescence. Blessed is he who hastened to the place of
sacrifice seeking God’s good pleasure. — ABO06383

O thou who art revived with the breezes of the love of God! Make mention of the
Remembrance of God and soar in the atmosphere of Divine Recognition and Knowledge
so that thy soul may be invigorated and revived. At all times let His remembrance be
thy companion and His mysteries thy confiding hope. Shouldst thou search for a beauty,
seek the Beauty of the Everlasting One and should thou desire perfection turn towards
the acquisition of divine qualities and attributes so that from the dawning place of
this contingent existence thou mayest blaze forth with honour and with infinite glory.
Blessed are the steadfast, blessed are those who are firm in the Covenant and all glory
and spirit be upon the beloved ones of the All-Merciful in all conditions and in all
circumstances. — AB05694

O thou candle of the assemblage of the merciful friends! The time has come for thee
to burn away the veil of silence and muteness with the kindled divine fire and to make
the beauty of the Joseph of the love of God available in the marketplace and renowned
throughout all horizons. — ABO06813
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Context for Study

The “year of Shidad” (year of severity) is an evocative phrase for the period immediately follow-
ing Baha’u’llah’s ascension, a time when the community was assailed simultaneously by external
persecution, internal violation, and the sheer spiritual vertigo of loss. The letters of this volume
repeatedly invoke it as the context within which steadfastness is both demanded and made possi-
ble, and they do so through a remarkable range of images: the iron barrier of Dhul-Qarnayn (the
legendary wall that Alexander the Great built to restrain Gog and Magog, Q18:94-98), the birds
of faithfulness soaring through the place of sacrifice, the candle burning in the marketplace. These
images are drawn from the Quran, from Persian mystical poetry, and from the lived experience
of a small community under sustained pressure. The theology that underlies them is consistent:
steadfastness is the supreme spiritual quality of this hour, and its ground is the Covenant — the
explicit appointment of ’Abdu’l-Baha that gives the community a clear center when every other
landmark has been swept away. Students may compare this with the Stoic concept of autarkeia
(self-sufficiency achieved by aligning the will with reason), with the Buddhist concept of upekkha
(equanimity) and viriya (energy/effort) as complements in the noble eightfold path, with the Chris-
tian virtue of perseverantia (perseverance in grace), and with the Shi’ theology of sabr (patient
endurance) as the supreme virtue of the believer who awaits the return of the Hidden Imam. The
insistence that steadfastness will “astonish the people of the world” is particularly significant: the
community’s constancy is itself a form of proclamation, a spiritual phenomenon visible to the
outside world as evidence of the truth of the Cause.

Questions for Reflection

1. The letter AB03765 frames steadfastness as the appropriate response to a time of “trembling
and perturbation,” when “the pillars of existence are shaking” How does the exhortation
to remain immovable in a time of cosmic shaking compare with the Stoic ideal of the sage
who is unaffected by external conditions, with the Buddhist teaching on equanimity (upekkha)
as one of the Four Brahmaviharas, and with the Christian virtue of fortitudo as defined by
Aquinas?

2. The image of the believers as “firm as mountains and as strong as the iron barrier of Dhul-
Qarnayn” draws on the Quranic image of Alexander’s wall built to restrain the forces of
chaos (Q18:94-98). What does the choice of this particular Quranic image reveal about the
theology of the Covenant as a protective spiritual structure? How does the image of a wall
differ spiritually and socially from images of unity as organic growth (fruits of one tree, waves
of one sea)?

3. The letters consistently frame self-sacrifice in the path of God as a source of joy — those who
hasten to the altar of love do so “with joy and delight,” drinking the wine of self-sacrifice
“with supreme joy” How does this theology of joyful sacrifice compare with the Christian
theology of the Cross as both suffering and liberation, with the Sufi tradition of annihilation
in God (fana’) as the highest bliss, and with the Shi’ theology of the martyr who rejoices in
his death?

4. The letter AB05694 pairs steadfastness with active remembrance (dhikr) and the pursuit of
divine qualities. This suggests that steadfastness is active rather than merely passive — it
is maintained through practice, not merely through resolve. What spiritual disciplines does
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"Abdu’l-Baha imply are needed to sustain steadfastness under sustained trial, and how do
these compare with the disciplines recommended by other traditions for perseverance under
persecution?

5. AB06813 calls on a believer to “burn away the veil of silence and muteness” and speak openly
of the love of God. How does the call to public witness (tabligh) relate to the call to inner
steadfastness? What is the relationship between the private cultivation of constancy and the
public proclamation of the Cause, and how has the Baha’i community navigated the tension
between discretion and openness across different cultural and political contexts?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The writings of ca. 1893 show ’Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry taking on a more definite and ambitious
profile: the community is being asked to hold together an elevated anthropology (the human being
as the epitome of the universe), a demanding social vision (unity so complete that it gathers
hostile nations), a therapeutic vocation (the spiritual physician of a sick world), and an inner life
of steadfastness that is simultaneously private practice and public witness. These are facets of a
single reality, and their integration is itself a spiritual task.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How can a community maintain
simultaneously the inner depth of a mystical anthropology, the outward reach of a
universal social vision, and the practical constancy of service under sustained adversity
— and what does ’Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry in its second year reveal about the personal
and communal resources such integration requires?
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