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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 114

The 1895 letters are marked above all by a double movement of grief and consolidation. Written
in the third year of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry, they repeatedly assume the community’s bereavement
after the ascension of Baha’u’llah, yet they do not linger in mourning for its own sake. Rather,
they reinterpret affliction as the very school of fidelity, and direct the believers toward organized
service, mutual reinforcement, and renewed proclamation. Again and again, steadfastness under
trial, endurance in the face of imprisonment and defamation, and perseverance in collective activity
emerge as the governing motifs of the volume.

Several items stand out as especially revealing of this transitional moment. AB00738 is one of
the volume’s clearest meditations on sacred suffering: after rehearsing Baha’u’llah’s successive
exiles, chains, and imprisonments, it presents those tribulations as pedagogical, meant to teach the
lovers of God how to welcome hardship in the path of faith. AB01500 similarly converts the “great
calamity” into a summons to action, insisting that this is the time not for paralysis but for “guiding
the misguided,” “training souls,” and pressing forward with teaching work. AB01591 is especially
important for the history of the early post-ascension community, since it couples missionary urgency
with an explicit warning against subtle “doubts” and “insinuations,” and closes by urging firmness
“in the Covenant and Testament,” an early and unmistakable sign of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s concern to
preserve unity against emerging internal threats. AB01729 and AB01147 are likewise significant
for the history of Baha'i organization: both are addressed to or for collective gatherings, and they
envision the believers’ assemblies or “society” as divinely confirmed instruments for the exaltation
of the Word, anticipating the more developed communal structures of the later ministry.

Other items show the range of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s pastoral and social vision. AB12122, a prayer on the
passing of Mirza Ibrahim Afnan, is among the most moving texts in the volume, not only for its
exalted language concerning the departed soul, but also for the intensely personal lament near its
close, where the accumulation of losses is made to appear as a crushing succession of trials. AB04653
is notable for its explicit praise of women’s spiritual precedence, invoking figures such as Asiyih and
Mary Magdalene and affirming that, in this dispensation, devoted women have surpassed men in
steadfastness; it also frames imprisonment in the path of God as an honor rather than a disgrace.
ABO01602 gives a pointed defense of Haji Amin against false accusations, contrasting the righteous
with the corrupt and lamenting the failure of worldly authorities to distinguish friend from foe.
ABO01291 is also noteworthy as a prayer for one who had journeyed toward the Holy Land but
arrived only after Baha’u’llah’s ascension, thereby preserving a poignant glimpse of the devotional
culture of pilgrimage in this liminal period. Taken together, these letters show ‘Abdu’l-Baha
consolidating a wounded community through a rhetoric of fidelity, service, organized fellowship,
and loyalty, while already shaping the spiritual and institutional habits that would define the early
years of His ministry.
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AB00402

AB08930

To: Habib son of Muhammad Husayn, in Tabriz
Date: 1895-Feb-15

O sapling of the garden of the love of God! Give thanks to
the Most One that thou hast grown up beside the stream of
God’s love, tasted the honey of divine knowledge, drunk from
the cup of favors, and attained acceptance in the Most Holy
Court.

Through the grace and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, I hope
that thou wilt shine forth like unto a candle and burn away the
veils of those who are veiled, that thou wilt close thine eyes to
the world and all who dwell therein, and that thou wilt be
filled with yearning and ecstasy and be moved to enthusiasm
and joy. The glory be upon thee.
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AB00402

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqypt
Date: 1895-Mar-15

...My sister, for a considerable period, that is, from the day of
Baha’u’llah’s ascension, had grown so thin and feeble, and was
in such a weakened condition from the anguish of her mourning,
that she was close to breakdown.

Although, so far as she was concerned, it was her dearest wish
to drain her cup and wing her way to the realms where the
Divine Essence shineth in glory, still this servant could not
bear to behold her in that state. Then it occurred to me that,
God be thanked, I have such an unfailing comforter as Jinab-i-
Haji, and it would be well to make him my partner in distress.
I therefore determined to send her to Egypt, to provide her
with a change of air.
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Although this will certainly cause thee trouble and inconve-
nience, still, I trust that out of God’s bounty, it will also bring
thee much joy and good cheer...
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AB07118

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqgypt
Date: 1895-Mar-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Momentarily, circum-
stances of difficulty and intense preoccupation have been pre-
pared for you, and night and day rest hath been taken away and
opportunity lost, while every kind of hardship is present. Yet
there remaineth cause for gratitude. The sage hath said: “Ei-
ther make not friends with elephant-keepers, or build a house
fit for an elephant.” Praise be to God, it appeareth that you
have built a house worthy of an eagle and befitting the Phoenix
of the dawning-place of the righteous. We beseech God that He
may graciously cause the fragrances of holiness to waft across
that land and region, and that boundless joy and delight may
be attained. May all weariness be transformed into vivacity
and gladness, and sorrow and regret be changed into happi-
ness and expansion. And this is not difficult for God. And the
Glory be upon thee....
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AB11215
To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi
Date: 1895-Jul-04
He is the All-Subsisting! p:li\}:s

O thou who art firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant and
Testament! The travelers descended upon you suddenly, as
the saying goes: “The sweet spring is crowded with many.”
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In any case, you must bear our burdens - there is no other
choice. Your reward rests with Him Who hath ordained all
good for you in His Kingdom...
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Prayer marking the passing of Mirza Ibrahim Afnan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O my God, my Beloved, the Ultimate Goal of my hopes, the
End of my desires, my Refuge and my Shelter! This is an
Afnan from among the twigs of the Tree of Your Singleness,
and a tender branch from among the offshoots of the Tree of
Your Oneness. He attained recognition of Your Beauty through
Your divine Word and was honored to enter the pavilions of
Your grandeur through the holy favors of Your eternality. He
drank a brimming cup of the wine of bounty from the hand
of the Cup-bearer of Your love, and was stirred by the life-
giving breezes that revive worn bones in the garden of Your
knowledge. He was set ablaze by the fire kindled in the Lote
Tree of Your bestowal, and sang the most wondrous songs in
the gatherings of Your loved ones. He sought shelter in Your
shade and his heart was illumined by Your light. He believed in
Your perfect Words and acknowledged Your manifest signs. He
lived for a time continuously offering prayers and persistently
engaging in supplications, beseeching You and imploring You
to guard him from the arrows of allusions and to gladden his
breast with the greatest glad-tidings.

Through Your grace which encompassed all the twigs of the
Lote Tree of Your Manifestation, and Your generosity which
revived the hearts of the branches of the Tree of Your presence,
You illumined his sight by beholding Your traces and gladdened
his heart by observing the radiant splendors of Your signs. You
revived his spirit through the wafting of the breezes of Your
favors and caused him to forget his limitations through Your
kindness. You manifested to him the signs of Your gifts and
raised up for him a truthful tongue proclaiming the wonders
of Your bestowals. You mentioned him in Your Tablets and
related him to the Word of Your Oneness - all this because of
his connection to the Tree of Your Oneness and his relationship
to the Word of Your Divinity.
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Yours is the grace and generosity, O Sovereign of existence
in the unseen and visible realms, for this glorious favor. And
Yours is the gratitude, praise and attributes, O King of the
Kingdom, for this mighty kindness and manifest bounty, O
my Beautiful Lord! When his days were completed and his ail-
ments overcame him, he responded to Your call and answered
the summoner of reunion with You. He ascended to You and
relied upon You. His spirit soared to the paradise of Your eter-
nity and his essence ascended to the holy gardens of meeting
with You, with all humility and contrition, and the submissive-
ness of the righteous and the reverence of the virtuous.

O Lord! He has no refuge save the proximity of Your great
mercy, no shelter except Your most exalted Kingdom, and
no haven but the gate of Your supreme forgiveness. Aid him
through Your grace and bounty, O Helper of the weak! Shel-
ter him in the shadow of Your pardon, O Succorer of the poor!
Comfort him in the expanses of Your court, O Companion of
those who seek refuge! Strengthen him through Your power to
enter Your gate, O Savior of the distressed! Admit him into
the gardens of Your intimacy, O Ultimate Goal of the seek-
ers! Cause him to dwell in the paradise of Your good-pleasure,
O Utmost Aim of the pursuers! Make him a sign of forgive-
ness and a banner of pardon in the midst of Paradise, and a
manifestation of Your bounty, O Lord of benevolence!

Then pour forth patience upon those related to him, O my
Merciful King, and aid them to be steadfast in this calamity
which causes backs and loins to break, and constricts breasts
and spirits. Verily You are the Pardoning, the Forgiving, the
Bestower!

My God, my God! Through Your inevitable decree and or-
dained destiny You have ordained the ascension of pure and
holy souls who are the pillars of Your Faith and the Hands of
Your Cause, and You have tried us with their afflictions and
tribulations morning and evening. By Your might! My back is
bent, my sight weakened, my heart melted, my strength bro-
ken, my hair whitened, and my head aflame from the succession
of calamities and the sequence of tribulations. Therefore raise
me up to You and cause me to ascend to Your pure threshold,
for I have no patience after this nor any endurance with this.
Grant me relief from these trials and rest in the proximity of
Your mercy, O Lord of earth and heaven! Verily You are the
Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Bountiful.
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AB00738

To: Mirza Hadi Shirazi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O tender twig of the blessed Tree! Thy numerous letters have
been received, and their spiritual meanings were honey-sweet
upon the palate of the soul. All praise be unto the All-Glorious
Lord, Who, through the fragrant breezes wafting from His
Abha Kingdom, hath revived and refreshed that verdant
branch, that tender twig, and hath graciously aided thee to
strive in the path of His good-pleasure.

O thou who art attracted to the divine fragrances! The resplen-
dent Beauty of the Almighty, the radiant Sun of the Realm of
Glory, hath arisen above the horizon of the world, shedding the
lights of sanctity upon both East and West. Though possessed
of immortal glory and holiness, that hallowed Being endured
manifold trials and tribulations and accepted every affliction
and calamity. He tasted deadly poison from every cup and
drank bitter venom from every chalice. He was bound in chains
and fetters and held in iron shackles. In the dungeon, His com-
panions were criminals, and His associates transgressors and
evildoers. He was subjected to vengeance and torment; He was
banished from His native land and exiled to Iraq, and thence to
Adrianople. He was beset by denial and disdain and suffered
at the hand of every oppressor. He was made a target for the
darts of hatred and malice and was assaulted by the shafts of
hostility and injustice. He was consigned to the Most Great
Prison and condemned to its oppressive confines. At all times,
He was under the threat of sword and spear, a captive and a
prisoner.

His one and only purpose in accepting such trials and tribu-
lations for His blessed Self was to instruct the lovers in the
ways of love and teach the longing souls the art of servitude,
to guide the yearning ones to the right path and summon the
friends with words such as these: “If ye lay claim to faith and
certitude, if ye are enthralled by the Beauty of the Merciful
and have surrendered your hearts to His delightful splendour,
if ye are enraptured by His Countenance and ensnared by His
flowing locks, drink deep of the cup of woe as if it were the
chalice of immortality, and welcome the sting of death as the
elixir of life. Abandon all rest and comfort, and turn away from
the defilement of this world. Consider the desert thorn as the
softest silk, and regard the scorching fire as a flowering rose-
garden. Drink the brine of bitter torment as if it were a fresh
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and thirst-quenching draught, regard the point of the arrow
as a wellspring of life-giving waters, and yearn for the sword
and shaft as ye would the nectar of peace and security. Be ye
exhilarated with the wine of tribulation, and take pleasure and
delight in the sweetness of affliction.”

Given these trials and tribulations of the Blessed Beauty—may
my life be a ransom for the earth ennobled by the footsteps of
His loved ones—can we yearn for any greater gift than affliction
in His path? Can we seek any balm other than a wound suffered
for His sake, or any remedy except pain itself? Can we wish
for any refuge save moments of fear, or any haven other than
occasions of abasement? Can we hasten to any field but the
arena of sacrifice, or desire any solace for our souls save the
blade of tyranny? Nay, by Him Whose might extendeth over
all things!

O my Lord! Graciously assist me to remain faithful and stead-
fast in Thy Cause amidst all peoples. Aid me to drain the cup
of woe, to be immersed beneath an ocean of trials and tribu-
lations, to drink deep from the chalice of affliction, and to be
invigorated by the gentle breaths of faithfulness in Thy path,
O Thou in Whose grasp are the kingdoms of earth and heaven!
Thou, verily, art the All-Bountiful, the Most Exalted.

Read thou this letter in the gatherings of the friends.
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ABO01147

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Lord! O Self-Subsisting One of earth and heaven, Who
hast subdued all contingent beings and encompasseth all cre-
ated things! Thou seest Thy sincere servants and Thy unified
bondsmen, how they have gathered upon the word of Thy one-
ness, remained firm in Thy Cause, become steadfast in obe-
dience to Thee, assisted one another in exalting Thy Word,
supported each other in making manifest Thy religion, and
united in causing the dawning of Thy lights, the unveiling of
the countenances of Thy mysteries, and the appearance of Thy
brilliant rays and the resplendent lamps of Thy Kingdom.
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2 O Lord! Adorn their gathering with the lights of Thy unity, il-
luminate their assembly with the lamp of Thy sanctity, purify
their court with the cloud of Thy transcendence, strengthen
their foundations with Thy power that vanquisheth all things,
make firm their structure with Thy might that is manifested
throughout all things, gird up their loins and strengthen their
backs, make their affairs easy, and make them emblems of
Thy remembrance, wellsprings of Thy praise, torches of Thy
love, dawning-places of Thy grace, recipients of Thy inspira-
tion, daysprings of Thy knowledge, and manifestations of Thy
signs. Verily, Thou art the King, the Sovereign, the Omnipo-
tent, the All-Powerful.

O Pure God! Make this assemblage a light unto the world and
this gathering a rose garden and flower bed. Make its meeting
place a Garden of Paradise and its dawning-place the dayspring
of the lights of the All-Merciful. By its musk-laden fragrances,
perfume the nostrils of the lovers of the divine precinct, and by
its ambrosial breezes, gladden the hearts of the intimates of the
sanctuary of the desired One. Preserve all souls beneath the
wing of Thy mercy, and shelter all hearts within the protection
of the court of Thy oneness. Bestow the confirmations of Thy
most glorious horizon and make them worthy of the gifts of
Thy most exalted Concourse.

Though we are all birds without wings or feathers, yet we have
made our nests and shelters in the gardens of Thy Cause, and
we take refuge at Thy threshold of oneness, seeking aid and
reinforcement from Thee, and searching for Thy help and sup-
port. When we look to ourselves, we find ourselves less than
an atom, more insignificant than a gnat, but when we behold
the ocean of Thy bounty and generosity, we see the atoms as
radiant suns, nay even more luminous.

O Kind Bestower! Cover the transgressions of these helpless
ones with the hem of Thy generosity, and transform the faith-
lessness of these bewildered souls into the essence of fidelity,
reason, and consciousness. Grant souls another resolve and
cast another passion into minds, that they may seek everlast-
ing glory and the delights of a new world, that they may turn
toward the highest horizon and pursue the most glorious con-
course, that they may advance toward the supreme horizon
and hasten to the gathering of grandeur, that they may receive
bounty from the Abha Kingdom. May the world of darkness
become illumined, and may the satanic realm be transformed
into a court of the All-Merciful. May the earthly region become
a sublime paradise, and may this transient furnace become an
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eternal rose garden. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Hearer, and the Seer.

AB01291

To: Husayn from Ardikan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O my God, Ultimate Goal of those who long for Thee, whose
hearts’ oceans surge with the holy breezes of Thy oneness and
whose souls are drawn to the kingdom of Thy sanctification!

This is one whom Thou hast guided to the path of Thy unity
and whose heart Thou hast attracted through the verses of
Thy divine singularity, whose spirit Thou hast quickened with
the fragrant breeze of Thy love and yearning, and whom Thou
didst permit to turn toward the seat of Thy Most Great Throne
encompassing the kingdom of the world. He left his homeland,
turning to Thee and directing himself toward Thee, but did
not reach the place of Thy footsteps until after Thy Most Glo-
rious Beauty had ascended to Thy highest kingdom. His spirit
nearly left his body, his innards were consumed and his liver
melted when he found himself deprived of that supreme gift
and greatest mercy.

O Lord! Record for him the reward of one who attained Thy
presence and visited Thy Beauty in Thy days. Aid him to arise
with qualities, characteristics, deeds and conduct befitting Thy
loved ones in Thy days. Protect him from severe tests and
mighty trials and from the evil of self and passion. Make him
ever enkindled with the heat of the fire of love among Thy
creatures and firm and steadfast in Thy Cause. Verily Thou
art the Helper, the Enabler, the Generous.

O Lord! Assist his sons to serve Thy Cause and his children to
arise in Thy remembrance and praise amongst Thy creatures.
Among them is one named Abdul-Wahhab - grant him mercy
from Thy presence, verily Thou art the Bestower. Among them
is one named Abdul-Razzaq - provide for him from the tables
of Thy heaven of bounty and favor. Among them is Jamal -
make him, O my God, immersed in the oceans of love for Thy
Beauty. Among them is Abdul-Ra’uf - make him a mine of
kindness among Thy creatures in Thy kingdom. Among them
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is Nurullah - illumine his face, O my God, with the lights of
Thy guidance. And make Jawahir a hidden pearl in the shell
of Thy love.

Then perfume the dust of his mother Fatima with the rain of
Thy mercy and the downpour of Thy forgiveness. Then ordain,
O my God, for his brothers and cousins all good that Thou hast
ordained for the choicest of Thy creation and the purest of Thy
loved ones. Support them with the hosts of Thy unseen realm
and Thy holy angels until they arise to do what Thou lovest
and approvest, O King of earth and heaven and Sovereign of
the kingdom of all things. Make his younger sister a sign of
Thy love and enkindled with the fire of Thy love. Make all his
relatives confirmed in Thy oneness, speaking Thy praise and
glorification among Thy creatures, and walking in the path of
Thy good-pleasure. Verily Thou art the Generous Giver, the
Merciful.
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To: Relatives of Ibn-i-Abhar et al., in Tihran

Date: 1895-Aug or <

He is the Comforter and Bestower of solace upon His successful
servants, both men and women.

How many women have, in the path of God, seized the ball of
precedence and advancement from men in the arena of firm-
ness and steadfastness. In the Mosaic Dispensation, Asiyih
shone forth from the horizon of steadfastness with a radiant
countenance, and in the Dispensation of the Spirit, Mary Mag-
dalene, after the ascension of the Beauty of Jesus, arose with
such firmness and steadfastness that she perfumed the horizons
with the fragrances of the love of God. Indeed, this pride of
men opened her tongue in such counsel, guidance and direction
that, in truth, through divine confirmation she manifested the
white hand and became the cause of steadfastness and enkindle-
ment of the apostles. Likewise in this Most Great Dispensation,
certain steadfast devoted women have appeared as firm as im-
movable mountains, with the manifest sign of steadfastness in
the Cause of God so evident in their essence that they shine
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forth from the manifest horizon of the world, and all tongues
speak their praise.

O my sister! The son of the Most Luminous Abhar, imprisoned
for the love of God - be not sorrowful and grief-stricken. Be
enkindled with the fire of the love of God and be gladdened
by the joy of God’s favor, for by divine grace your spiritual,
illumined and physical brother has fallen under chains and fet-
ters in the path of God like the manifest beauty of the true
Joseph. “Until the ringlets of His locks become a noose for
someone’s fortune, How many of us outside the circle hold our
heads high!” For twenty-four years the Ancient Beauty graced
this Most Great Prison with His presence. Thus it became
known and proven that this is the glory and pride of souls.

O flower of the radiant one! Wife of the brother of Ibn-i-Abhar,
open your tongue in thanksgiving to the Ancient Lord, for you
have attained to His great favor.

O Fakhru’d-Din! We hope from the grace and bounty of the
Lord God that you will place the crown and diadem of the
love of God upon your head in such wise that the world will
be illumined by the brilliant jewels of that crown.

O relatives of Ibn-i-Abhar! Though that prisoner is in prison
today, yet if observed with the eye of truth and insight, this
prison is better than palace and court, for the bottom of a
well in the path of God is higher than the zenith of the moon.
Soon all will comprehend the worth and station of tribulation
in the path of Truth. “Whoever in this feast is nearer, Is given
more of the cup of trial.” May my spirit be a sacrifice for the
tribulations of the loved ones!
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To: Haji Mirza Husayn Shirazi (Khartum)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the divine wine! The unique
and brilliant ode and the luminous and delicate verses which
flowed from the pen of that dove in the garden of faithfulness
regarding the great calamity and supreme affliction have been
read. How excellent is this ode and how excellent is its eloquent
and articulate composer! May God assist him in His praise and
attributes, in His remembrance and glorification among His
servants, in acting according to His counsels in His Scriptures
and Tablets, in proclaiming His favors and in relating His all-
encompassing blessing upon His loved ones and chosen ones.

Although the dark clouds of sorrows have encompassed the
horizons of contingent being, and the waves of grief and de-
privation have reached the highest zenith, and the winds of
hardship have blown from every direction, and earthquakes
have shaken the pillars of existence and the foundations of the
seen and unseen worlds, yet this is the time for sacrificing one’s
life and the moment for intoxication with the divine wine. One
must become pure like the essence of sanctity from every de-
filement and become swift in the path of God. In this field one
must gallop the steed of high endeavor, wield the polo-mallet of
zeal and snatch away the ball of divine bestowal. While time
remains and the Beloved is the Cup-Bearer, one must count
the moment as precious and not let eternal felicity slip from
one’s grasp.

This is the time for guiding the misguided and directing the
lost. This is the period for training souls and quickening hearts.
First one must seek a portion and share of divine favor, and
obtain a part and gift from heavenly grace and bounty. Then
one must set out for the divine lands and show forth the white
hand. One must become confirmed by the spirit and successful
in victories.

Marvel not at the grace of this Day and the miracle of His
traces of mercy. Peter the Apostle was a fisherman and another
was a dyer. When the divine Sun shines forth from the Abha
Kingdom upon the lands of beings, and the April rain of the
Lord bestows its bounty, and the divine Farmer scatters seeds,
surely mountain, plain and wilderness will become verdant and
flourishing, and the anemones of divine knowledge will grow in
the gardens of consciousness. “And thou seest the earth barren
and lifeless, but when We send down rain upon it, it stirs and
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swells and puts forth every kind of beauteous growth. This is
because God is the Truth and because He gives life to the dead
and because He has power over all things.” By God, this is the
manifest truth.

;éf&%\}é}\&ﬂ‘)d;—\}a

MMKG6#327

AB01591

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Nightingale of the Divine Garden! For some time now the
fragrances of that bird of inner meanings have not reached the
ears of the yearning ones, and no wondrous melodies have been
heard, causing bewilderment.

In any case, this is a mighty day and the century and age of the
Lord, the Gracious One. Tumult and clamor are raised from all
directions, and fragrances from all regions are spreading and
diffusing. The breezes of God’s love are wafting from every
horizon, and wonderous signs are appearing from all quarters.

3 That land, despite being the dawning-place of divine bounty
and the dayspring of the Sun of the All-Merciful - and its ra-
diance should be intense and its lights should increase day by
day - how has it remained cold and withered?

The eruption of this fire, the dawning of this manifestation,
the fermentation of this pure wine, and the circulation of this
cup whose mixture is of camphor - all began in that glorious
region, and this mystery was unveiled. Therefore the waves
of its sea should reach to heaven, and the hosts of His Cause
should encompass the realm of contingent being. The rising of
its star should illuminate the world, and the appearance of its
hosts should adorn the earth. Its cup of love should overflow,
and the heat of its knowledge should kindle flames. Its river of
sanctification should become an ocean of divine unity, and its
limited spring should become a fountain of Salsabil. Its verses
should become manifest and its banners unfurled. Its gardens
should become verdant and its fountains should gush forth.

5 We await this manifestation and emergence, this rising of
lights and these portions. Therefore that agreeing friend must,
through a celestial power, a heavenly might, an eloquent
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tongue, a compelling utterance, a divine spirit, a heavenly
light, hosts from the All-Merciful, a lordly gift, an inner
warmth, and glorious tidings, set all the friends of God in
motion and guide them with ecstasy, passion and attraction,
so that this bright lamp of God’s Cause may grow brighter
day by day and more radiant moment by moment until the
world of being is illumined.

i Furthermore, perhaps in those regions some hints of doubts

may subtly and secretly waft, and some may secretly make
insinuations. Great care and caution are needed so that no
breach occurs in the mighty fortress of God’s Cause. And
make all firm in the Covenant and Testament.
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AB01602

To: Daughters of Amin
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O leaves of the tree of the love of God! His honor Amin, upon
him be the Glory of God, praise be to God that you are related
to one who, from the beginning of God’s Cause, was set aflame
with the fire of divine love and attracted to the Beauty of the
All-Merciful. How many hardships and difficulties he endured
in the path of the spiritual Friend, and how many deserts he
traversed in service to God’s Cause. Many were the nights
he spent until dawn in divine remembrance and in praise and
glorification of the True Beloved. Finally, yearning for the
curling locks of the Beloved, he was placed under chains and
fetters and became captive and prisoner of the oppressors and
tyrants of the earth.

Despite never uttering a word except for the well-being and
goodwill of the government and all people, and never opening
his lips except in truthfulness and prayers for the good of all,
he was ultimately accused falsely by the fabrications of liars of
being among the corrupt, and was subjected to the punishment
reserved for the antagonistic ones in God’s path. The injustice
done to that exemplar of the truthful ones and well-wishers of
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government and nation is sufficient evidence of the heedless-
ness, lack of discernment and error of the authorities, and the
reality of the situation is clear and evident to the wise.

Glory be to God! Despite the fact that God, glorified and ex-
alted be He, made the corrupt ones manifest and evident, and
they arose in hypocrisy and became notorious throughout the
horizons, and God’s proof was complete, still the government
did not distinguish the corrupt from the righteous, nor differen-
tiate between the well-wisher and the ill-wisher. Soon will the
sighs and laments of the oppressed ones affect the heart of cre-
ation, and the corrupt ones will be afflicted with the greatest
calamity.

Since you are the leaves of that tree of truth and sincerity,
pray that God may guide these foolish ones and grant them
insight so they may distinguish the truthful from the false and
recognize friend from foe, for He says: “Whom God guides, he
is rightly guided; and whom He leads astray, never will you
find for him a protecting guide.”

Those leaves have always been mentioned before God, and we
beseech God to perfume your nostrils with His holy fragrances
at every moment and time.
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AB01729

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son in law of Vazir (Isfahan), in Bombay
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art illumined by the lights of guidance of the All-
Merciful, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Mighty, the Be-
stower! The horizon of divine unity is bright and radiant with
the lights of the Sun of Truth. Those lights have been visible
and manifest until now from the manifest horizon of the con-
tingent world. Now that Greatest Luminary has ascended and
risen to the Most Exalted Horizon, and eyes are deprived of
beholding that Beauty. However, the invisible confirmations
and infinite bounties from the Abha Kingdom encompass the
loved ones from all directions. The nature and character of cre-
ation in all times of the manifestation of the Dawning-Places
of Truth has been such that they would awaken and become
aware after the setting of the Holy Daysprings. For the blazing
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Sun, through the intensity of its shining and radiance, dazzles
the eyes and remains concealed and hidden due to the very
intensity of its manifestation.

Therefore, O birds of the divine garden, it is time to soar and
sing with the most wondrous melodies upon the branches of
existence. In this divine garden, sing like sacred doves and
firmly gird up the loins of endeavor to exalt the Word of God,
that ye may become the dawning-place of the confirmations of
the Abha Kingdom and the dayspring of the lights of bounty
from the supreme horizon. The tongue of holiness declares:
“Whosoever summons the people in My name, verily he is of
Me, and through him shall appear that which all who are on
earth shall be powerless to produce.” And upon you be the
Spirit and Glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
The society that has been formed for the exaltation of the

Word of God - we beseech with utmost supplication from the
Court of Divine Unity that it may be confirmed with heavenly

confirmations and be regarded with the eye of loving-kindness.

How excellent is the reward of the doers! How excellent is the
reward of the believers! We hope that divine society will, God
willing, become the dawning-place of the signs of unity and the
dayspring of the lights of confirmation of the Glorious Lord.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Subsisting sovereignty
over the kingdoms of the heavens and earth to confirm this
divine gathering with Thy invisible confirmations and heavenly
success and inspiration from Thy Most Glorious Kingdom in all
matters. Make it the dawning-place of the breezes of Thy grace
and the dayspring of the lights of Thy guidance, and a firm
foundation and weighty edifice established for the exaltation
of Thy Word in Thy realm. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty.
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To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Khal-i Akbar, in Hong Kong

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree raised up on the Sinai of
Revelation!

The dawn of joy and gladness has set, the hopes of the people
of delight have been dashed, the lamps of hearts have been ex-
tinguished, and the maidens in the loftiest chambers of palaces
have lamented, crying “Alas! Alas!” Indeed the bearer of ill
tidings has announced: A calamity has befallen that has weak-
ened the mightiest strengths. The moon of hopes has been
eclipsed, the stars of beauty have been scattered, the suns of
glory have been darkened, and the people of the pavilion of
majesty have cried out “O grief! O woe!” A tribulation has
struck that has demolished the edifice of patience and has laid
waste the towers of joy. The winds of afHliction have intensi-
fied, the whirlwinds of trial have been stirred up, the tempests
of destiny have blown, and the trees of faithfulness have been
uprooted. Then the birds upon the branches of the Lote-Tree
cried out “O sorrow for that luminous countenance, that bril-
liant star, that unique gem in the crown of glory!” Tears have
flowed, the fires of grief have blazed, the lights of happiness
have dimmed, and holy maidens have rent their garments and
raised their voices in wailing: “O regret that the mighty pillar
has fallen, the glorious banner has been reversed, the lofty sail
has been furled, and the fires of joy have been extinguished!”

Although the people of the pavilion of the All-Merciful received
this grief with weeping eyes and burning, anguished hearts,
and the company of God’s loved ones found not a moment’s
rest from sighs, moans, lamentations and grief, in such circum-
stances consolation is difficult. Yet since that bird of the gar-
den of immortality has winged its flight to the heavenly realms
of the Abha Kingdom, and that nightingale of the garden of
Baha has ascended to the divine Paradise of the Supreme Con-
course, your honor must console all the branches of the Tree
and comfort them. We hope that through the ancient and re-
newed bounty of the Glorious Lord, we shall all soon be gath-
ered in that assembly of the All-Merciful, abide beneath that
sheltering shade, drink from the spring of Tasnim, and enter
the court of the people of the highest paradise. Verily He is
the Ever-Faithful, the Helper, the Generous.
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ABO01877

To: Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who hast been honored to attain the presence of Him
Whose face hath illumined the horizon of sanctity and Who
hath shone forth with lights that have dazzled the eyes of the
denizens of the heavens and earth! Upon thee be the Glory of
God.

2 The heart-burning, nay world-burning cry that arose from the
essence of soul and heart added a fresh flame and boundless
burning to the consumed hearts and torn livers. The sorrowful
heart became intimate with sighs and moaning, and the burned
liver became confidant with a kindled flame. Such is the decree
of the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Now, though we are deprived of beholding the lights of His
Beauty, let us occupy ourselves with the holy fragrances of
His gardens of oneness. And though we remain far from the
outpourings of the Day of Meeting, let us benefit from the
effulgences of His Sun of Guidance that riseth and shineth from
the horizon of eternity.

Praise be to God that you were for a time in the Most Holy
Court and witnessed His great favors and comprehensive boun-
ties, and became informed and aware of the divine character
and conduct and manners and sweet utterances and behav-
ior, and observed divine majesty and power in the Most Great
Prison. The thread has come to hand - God willing, taking
“Verily in the Messenger of God ye have a goodly example,”
you must arise to exemplify this goodly example yourself and
guide the other friends likewise, so that, God willing, the sweet
fragrances of the conduct of the people of God and the breaths
of the utterance of those attracted to God may perfume and
sweeten the horizons of contingent being.
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We yearn with heart and soul for all the divine friends and con-
vey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings, and with
utmost supplication and entreaty we implore His grace and fa-
vor that He may make all firm and steadfast in the Cause and
make them the dawning-places of the lights of mighty confir-
mation and success. The assembly that has been formed is as-
suredly under the glance of the divine mercy and encompassed
by heavenly confirmations. O Lord! Aid these to diffuse the
holy fragrances and sweet breaths in the East and West of Thy
land and kingdom. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful,
the All-Powerful.
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AB02077

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Dove of the Garden of Divine Unity and Nightingale of the
Paradise of Detachment! The Ancient Beauty has read and re-
cited the wondrous pages which were adorned and embellished
with the most beautiful meanings and most wonderful divine
mysteries. It diffused the fragrances of spirit and delight and
caused the expansion of consciousness, for it indicated the en-
thusiasm, joy, attraction and rapture of the hearts of the divine
friends and spiritual beloved ones, and spoke of the firmness
and steadfastness of all in the divine Cause. In times of tran-
quility and joy anyone can show firmness and trust, and in
times of ease and peace anyone can display valor and courage.
But those confirmed by the hosts of the Most Glorious King-
dom are souls who, in the supreme tempest of tests and trials,
stand firm and steadfast like a mighty banner, and in the field
of struggle with the self remain fixed and immovable like an
impregnable fortress. How excellent is what was said:

No heart yearns for any beloved save that One

None can sleep peacefully with such a Rose-cheeked One in
their garment

Either go like women and choose color and fragrance

Or enter like men and cast your ball in the field
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Now praise be to God that the friends of God in all regions
stand firm in the Cause of God and steadfast in the love of
God - they are heroes of the field and are set ablaze with the
fire of the love of God. You must at all times be a mover
of hearts and a bearer of glad tidings. Be life to the frozen
body of contingent being, and spirit and delight to humanity’s
withered soul. If you observe weakness in some souls, do not
become sorrowful or discouraged, for the heat in those souls is
like a flame hidden in a candle - a time will come when it will
be illumined and its flame will rise up and its face will become
radiant. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB02299

To: Afnan, Jalal son of Haji Mirza Aqa Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O fresh branch of the Blessed Tree! At all times you have been
beneath the shade of the favors and bounties of the Ancient

Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His Greatest Name.

And since you have been the treasurer of the House of God
and the servant of the threshold of His Most Great Sanctuary,
you have always been and continue to be the recipient of God’s
special favors. The glances of the eye of grace encompass you

and the attention of divine bounty and mercy flow continuously.

When you observe with a penetrating eye, it becomes evident
what a brilliant crown you have placed upon your head, from
whose hidden jewels’ radiance the eyes of friend and stranger
will soon be dazzled and the countenance of enduring glory will
be unveiled. Therefore implore and supplicate God that you
may be assisted and confirmed to serve and honor that Sacred
House in a manner befitting this gift, so that the eyes of the
righteous may be illumined and the hearts of the wicked may
fall into burning and regret, and that we may smell the sweet
fragrance of your services in this Blessed Spot. And glory be
upon all who arise with their heart, spirit and being to serve
His Sacred House.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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He is the Most Glorious

The honorable one ascended to God, Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Hamid
had a heart illumined by the lights of certitude and remained
firm and steadfast in the religion of God until his last breath,
occupied in service to the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree. Upon
him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, upon him be the
Praise of God, the Most Glorious, upon him be the fragrances

of God wafting from the gardens of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Now his survivors must be shown consideration and respect in
all aspects, in such a way that brings joy to the friends and
serves as a lesson to strangers. And glory be upon you and
upon all who arise to serve the remaining loved ones of God.
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AB02298

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan (Shiraz)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O branch sprung from the Blessed Tree! Upon thee be the
glory of God, His light and His radiance. May He illumine
thy face with the splendor of the All-Merciful in the heart of
contingent being. Verily, He is powerful over all things.

His honor Mirza Hadi has for some time dwelt beneath the
shade of the Tree of the All-Merciful and has been under the
glance of grace, occupied with transcribing the divine verses.
His conduct and behavior have been reasonable and acceptable.
Now he has been granted leave from the precincts of the seat
and resting place of the Most Great Throne to return to those
regions. We are pleased and satisfied with him. We beseech the
divine favors and bounties that He may make him successful
in attaining His good-pleasure at all times and preserve him in
the shelter of His protection and safekeeping. Verily He is the
Kind, the Protector.

O Afnan of the Tree of Eternity and branches of the Lote-Tree
of the utmost boundary! Open your tongues in prayer and
show forth humility and supplication. Seek assistance from
the Abha Kingdom and pursue aid and confirmation, that the
effusions of the Sun of Truth may descend at all times and the
rain clouds of grace may pour forth. May the divine Gardener
educate you that these branches may take a portion from the
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bounties of the roots and receive a share from the qualities of
the Blessed Tree and become a sign of the Most Great Light.
One must become detached from this mortal world, nay rather,
completely stripped of it, that the divine world may unveil
itself. One must close one’s eyes to this illusory mirage that
spiritual wine may be drunk from the divine wine-cellar.

The Exalted One - may our spirits be sacrificed for all else
besides Him - says: “If thou bringest the earth and all that
dwell thereon under thy shadow, then verily thou hast fulfilled
My Covenant. Otherwise this befitteth not God, thy Lord and
the Lord of thy forebears of old.”

O Lord! Make this noble Afnan, who hath branched from the
Tree of Thy oneness, successful in attaining Thy good-pleasure
in all matters and conditions. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Great, the Most Exalted.
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AB02452

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O exalted branch from the Blessed Tree! Multiple letters were
sent, and now too we are occupied with your remembrance
and thoughts. Observe how the heart is in such a state of
rapture and attraction that a hundred thousand occupations
and difficulties and circumstances and calamities cannot for
a moment prevent this heart and soul from the remembrance
and mention of the Afnan of the Tree of Eternity. Therefore
when the waves of this sea of servitude and evanescence in the
Most Great Court reach those shores and coasts of thirst, fill
the hem of seeking and longing with the pearls of attraction,
and open your tongue in glorification and unity and praise and
sanctification of the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name
- may my spirit and all that God has given me be sacrificed
in the path of His loved ones - for what profound favor and
mighty grace is this, that You made the temples of evanes-
cence the dawning-places of the lights of eternity, and gave
shelter to lowly souls beneath the shade of the Divine Lote-
Tree, bestowed healing upon the sick, and granted the balm of
grace and mercy to the helpless, gave wings of power to the
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broken-winged, and seated ants upon Solomon’s throne. We
are weak servants, utterly feeble and insignificant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Since your kindness and compassion toward the friends is
proven and established, therefore we beseech God that He
may assist you in all affairs, even in obtaining the rights of
Jinab-i-Darvish from his faithless and unprincipled brother,
and this deed has a great reward in its wake. And the Glory
be upon you, O precious branch.
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AB02459

To: Husayn Sad Dal
Date: 1895-Aug or <

The sighs and lamentations of your heart and tongue, enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God, have reached the Most
Holy Court in the highest horizon and the Abha Kingdom, and
the glances of divine mercy in all things have been attained and
encompassed.

One must be confident in divine favors and remain firm and
steadfast in the Cause. In all divine Tablets mention is made
of universal tests and trials, and likewise mention is made of
the cawing one, recorded and established. Similarly, He states
that when the sun sets, the birds of night come into motion
and flight. Therefore, the loved ones of God must be in the
utmost state of awareness and vigilance, so that if any cawing
or croaking arises and the birds of night take flight, they may
be like shooting stars repelling the devils, and like a manifest
light exposing those who are astray and the innovators.

From frequent recitation of verses, sermons and prayers, in-
evitably some passages remain in one’s mind and memory.
When one writes something, these expressions come to mind
and are written down. However, some simple souls imagine
that this flows from the heart and springs from the fountain of
the soul. Such delusions cast them into great dangers. There-
fore, the loved ones of God must be mindful and through loving
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counsel awaken such persons, lest any weakness enter into or
breach occur in the mighty fortress of the Cause.

For the prophecies of the Ancient Beauty will all certainly be
fulfilled and realized. In recent days there was mention of the
blessed utterances regarding this matter. We hope through
divine favors that each of the friends may be like a mighty
barrier against the attack of the Gog and Magog of passion
and desire. And peace be upon those who follow guidance.
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AB02326

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O God, my God! These are servants attracted in Thy days
by the fragrances of Thy holiness, enkindled with the flame
burning in Thy holy tree, responding to Thy voice, uttering
Thy praise, awakened by Thy breeze, stirred by Thy sweet sa-
vors, beholding Thy signs, understanding Thy Revelation and
assured of Thy loving-kindness. Their eyes, O Lord, are fixed
upon Thy kingdom of effulgent glory and their faces turned
toward Thy dominion on high, their hearts beating with the
love of Thy radiant and glorious beauty, their souls consumed
with the flame of Thy love, O Lord of this world and the world
hereafter, their lives seething with the ardor of their longing
for Thee, and their tears poured forth for Thy sake.

Shield them within the stronghold of Thy protection and safety,
preserve them in Thy watchful care, look upon them with the
eyes of Thy providence and mercy, make them the signs of Thy
divine unity that are manifest throughout all regions, the stan-
dards of Thy might that wave above Thy mansions of grandeur,
the shining lamps that burn with the oil of Thy wisdom in the
globes of Thy guidance, the birds of the garden of Thy knowl-
edge that warble upon the topmost boughs in Thy sheltering
paradise, and the leviathans of the ocean of Thy bounty that
plunge by Thy supreme mercy in the fathomless deeps.
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O Lord, my God! Lowly are these servants of Thine, exalt
them in Thy kingdom on high; feeble, strengthen them by Thy
supreme power; abased, bestow upon them Thy glory in Thine
all-highest realm; poor, enrich them in Thy great dominion.
Do Thou then ordain for them all the good Thou hast des-
tined in Thy worlds, visible and invisible, prosper them in this
world below, gladden their hearts with Thine inspiration, O
Lord of all beings! Illumine their hearts with Thy joyful tid-
ings diffused from Thine all-glorious Station, make firm their
steps in Thy Most-Great Covenant and strengthen their loins
in Thy firm Testament, by Thy bounty and promised grace,
O Gracious and Merciful One! Thou art, verily, the Gracious,
the All-Bountiful.

BPRY.179-181, BP1926.011-012
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AB02581

To: Prince Muhibbali Mirza, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O lover of the Ancient Beauty and the Greatest Name!

The body of the world, when thou considerest it in truth, is
like unto a human person - that is, a physical frame. And
the Blessed Cause and effects of the Most Great Manifestation
are like the spirit of life in this mighty body and the most
upright, greatest magnet. If the world and universe were not
alive through this spirit, which is the qualities and perfections
of the Beloved and the Most Merciful Lord, and were not fresh-
ened by these divine breaths, it would have the state of a dead
body and the condition of a motionless corpse and carcass. It
is the grace of the spirit that makes the body of the world a
manifestation of victories, and it is the power of the soul that
causes this body to soar.

However, since the development of the physical frame through
the bounty of the spirit occurs gradually - proceeding through
the stages of creation from a drop of sperm, to a blood clot, to
a lump of flesh, to the clothing of flesh, to the bringing forth
of another creation, “and blessed be God, the best of creators”
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- therefore the body of the world too is in the initial stages
of creation through this most glorious spirit. Soon they shall
witness the manifest signs of the divine Holy Spirit’s bounty
in this luminous frame to such a degree that minds shall be
bewildered and eyes shall be amazed.

Therefore strive with heart and soul to become like the ear
of consciousness and like the sight and vision of this greater
world. Be the greatest powers of life and the healing remedy
for recovery from illnesses and symptoms of death. The great-
est antidote is love for the Ancient Beauty, and the greatest
medicine is steadfastness and firmness in His mighty Cause,
and the elixir of strength and health is constancy and firmness
in the Covenant and Testament of the Most Merciful Lord.

5 And upon thee be glory.
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To: Haji Sulayman (Hamadan)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

Those loved ones of God who have turned from the Mosaic gulf
towards the ocean of the Almighty Lord and the billowing wa-
ters of His Ancient Beauty have at all times been remembered
in the court of His manifold bounties and in the presence of the
Lord of Hosts. Now that the Day-Star of the heaven of holiness
hath ascended unto the Most Exalted Kingdom and dawned
above the horizon of the all-glorious Concourse, every firm and
constant believer is mentioned in that Realm of sanctity in the
august presence of the Beloved.

Despair not over this grievous calamity, this dire affliction. For
although the Ancient Beauty is now hidden from the horizon
of the world, His light shineth forth from the heaven of eter-
nity, in the Most Great Kingdom. Was the eternal radiance
that shone forth from the horizon of Moses in bygone days ex-
tinguished after He ascended to the realms above? Nay, by
the righteousness of the Lord! It rose and shone even more
intensely, and the bright flame of the remembrance of God
blazed even higher. Now once again, ye shall behold how the
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resplendent lights of Divine Unity will erelong envelop the king-
dom of existence, and the ensigns of His words will be raised
upon the loftiest heights of the realities of all beings.

Esther was a woman; when she was favoured with pure intent
and turned her gaze unto the Lord, what services she was en-
abled to render! Now behold the tomb of this woman of noble
birth, and consider the myriads of mighty kings who ruled over
Persia, Transoxania, and other countries in the world. Neither
name nor fame nor trace doth remain of any of those kings;
all have faded into utter nothingness and have been utterly
abased. Yet, as this woman who was the pride of all men drew
a breath in the path of the All-Merciful, the influence of her
actions still endureth, and her name is, to this day, mentioned
amongst the loved ones of God. Take ye good heed, O people
of insight!
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AB02836

To: Nephew of Nabil-i-Akbar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that hath been ignited
from the divine Tree raised up on the Sinai of Manifestation!
Hearts have been consumed, garments rent asunder, and wail-
ing and lamentation have risen up, and cries of sorrow have
ascended, when news of the passing of the Most Great Nabil
was heard from the furthest shore. Tears were shed and the
hearts of those near to God were set aflame with the fire of
grief from this calamity that followed the supreme catastrophe
and greatest tribulation. Indeed it was grievous and its impact
weighed heavily upon the people of God, intensifying their sor-
row, increasing their anguish, and magnifying their afflictions
and tribulations.

But thou, O thou who gazest toward the Supreme Horizon, do
not grieve or be distressed by this calamity, for special grace
and expansive mercy aided the illustrious Nabil to ascend and
arise to the Supreme Companion in these days when trembling
hath seized the pillars of contingent being, when sorrows have
encompassed all, when the flames of deprivation have intensi-
fied, and when the cries of those endowed with knowledge have
risen up from this great terror. Blessed is he, then blessed is he,
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for this magnificent grace, and glad tidings to him, then glad
tidings to him, for this gift with which God distinguished him
among the concourse of those near to Him. For he was the first
to answer the call of Truth after the ascension of his Lord and
the rising of his Beloved to the Supreme Kingdom and Most
Glorious Dominion. And He made that sincere one in the love
of God, enkindled with the fire of His love and longing, a re-
membrance from Him to us and a solace to hearts filled with
the knowledge of God, and left you as a healing to breasts that
were expanded by the fragrances of God.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Samandar, who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God
and set ablaze by the fire that was kindled in the blessed Tree
on the highest summit of Mount Sinai of the Manifestation!
Upon thee be the glory of God and His praise and His light
and His radiance.

The wave that had risen from the boundless ocean of divine
love hath reached the shore of the ears of the yearning ones. It
became the cause of spiritual joy and fragrance.

Praise be to the Beloved of the worlds that through His
grace and bounty He hath trained such blessed souls who,
in this most great catastrophe and supreme convulsion that
hath caused the pillars of existence to quake and tremble,
these holy temples are, through the blessing of recognition
of the Most Luminous Beauty and the outpourings of the
Greatest Creator, the Manifestor of signs, the manifestation of
established verses and the source of wondrous effects. Like the
stars of guidance they shine from the horizon of the heaven
of faithfulness, and like firm mountains they stand fast and
steadfast in the Cause of God. I swear by the Ancient Beauty
that these souls are mentioned among the sincere ones in the
Supreme Concourse and the Abha Kingdom, and by the light
of their faces they are known in the horizon of ancient glory.

My God, my God! This is a bird in the garden of Thy knowl-
edge and a phoenix enkindled with the fire of Thy love, and
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his inner being is so inflamed that its heat hath affected the
heart of the world and through Thy power its effects will be-
come manifest in the essence of the nations. He hath arisen in
this greatest terror with such firmness and steadfastness that
this poor and helpless servant was gladdened by it and his eyes
were consoled by witnessing from him such steadfastness that
illumined the bright horizon. O Lord! Assist him with Thy
confirmations, for Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB03060

To: Mirza Muhammad Afshar
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou whose pen moves with proof and demonstration!
From the day you departed, protected and preserved, from
the Blessed Threshold until now when you have temporarily
settled in the land of Shin, we have always remembered you.
This journey held pure good and abundant portion, for its
beginning was from the Sacred Valley and its end was the
Blessed Land, and in truth it was and will be from God and
unto God.

2 They relate that Hassan of Basra was one day traversing the
desert of Hijaz, seeking after the saints of God, when his gaze
fell upon the desert and he observed a youth, bareheaded and
barefoot, hurrying from one direction to another, crying out
“My Lord! My Lord!” So Hassan pursued him and asked,
“From where have you come, O youth?” He replied, “From
God.” He asked, “And where are you going?” He replied,
“Unto God.” He asked, “And what provisions have you for
this?” He replied, “Trust in God.” He asked, “Who are you?”
He replied, “Ali ibn Al-Hussein, may my soul be sacrificed for
him,” when he spoke these words.

In any case, now that you have attained to this bounty and
this station through pure grace, you must strive to attain the
gift of “What provisions have you for this? Trust in God.”
We hope that you will become immersed in the ocean of this
station, and this station will be attained through the diffusion
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of the fragrances of the All-Merciful. And upon you be glory,
and upon all who are firm in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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To: Mirza Ali servant of Khadijih Bagum, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O servant of the Shrine of the Dawning-place of the lights of
the Most Great Name!

Earlier a letter was written, and now this letter is being written
as well. Give thanks to the Divine Unity that you have been
honored with this bounty and become renowned through this
favor. You are the servant of a threshold which is the shrine
of holy souls and the circumambulation point of pure spirits -
from its dust the fragrances of detachment are inhaled and from
its earth life-giving breezes are breathed. It is the dawning-
place of the lights of divine love and the rising-point of infinite
favors.

Blessed is the soul that visits that sacred place! Blessed is
the nostril that is perfumed by the sweet-scented fragrances
wafting from that most holy spot! And glad tidings to the soul
that circles round it with a submissive heart and humble form,
with burning heart and inflamed vitals, with flowing tears and
blazing liver, grieving for that holy martyred one who was
consumed in the fire of love for her Lord and melted from the
intensity of separation’s heat.

That which is the ultimate hope of those near to God and the
final goal of the supreme angels, the honored Sheikh carried out
by proxy - he lit candles on your behalf in the blessed Shrine.
Likewise, we all performed a special visitation in the illumined
Shrine on the designated day on behalf of the honored Rafi
Rafi and you and all the friends and companions in the land
of Shin.

5 Therefore rejoice at these great glad tidings, this glorious gift,
and this luminous bestowal. And the glory be upon you and
upon the loved ones of God.
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To: Mirza Karam Al
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art vivified by the breaths from the sacred valley
of the right hand of the All-Merciful!

That Sun of Guidance, the Most Great Luminary of the
Supreme Kingdom, is ever gazing and effulgent, dawning and
manifest from the horizon of the Invisible Most Glorious, for
in His essential reality and the identity of His names and
attributes, there hath never been and will never be any setting
or decline, any ascent or descent, any rising up or coming
down. He hath ever been and will ever continue to be the
Bestower of grace.

This appearance and disappearance, this concealment and veil-
ing, refers to the intervention of clouds and mists, and this
pertains to the vision and sight of these servants who at times
are blessed and sustained, and at other times are disappointed
and deprived. Alas for us because of this separation! And woe
unto us because of this [veil] which hath consumed the hearts
of all regions! This too is due to God’s consummate wisdom,
which none knoweth save His all-knowing and informed Self.

When observed with a penetrating eye, some of the mysteries
of ascension become evident - that is, a fragrance from those
spiritual gardens reaches the nostrils. For example, if the Most
Great Luminary of the horizons were to remain perpetually
rising at the meridian circle, all generated beings, contingent
things and visible realities would be burned up and destroyed.
No spring would remain, nor flower garden, no tree or fruit,
no summer or autumn, no April or October, no birds or living
creatures or humans. It is therefore evident that these are signs
of wisdom.
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And the glory be upon thee!

S T

MMEK4#115 p.123
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din)

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O my God and my Beloved! Thou hast created a holy divine
Tree, a blessed heavenly Lote Tree, a glorious eternal Tree.
Thou didst plant it in the highest Paradise and establish it in
Thy most glorious Garden. Thou didst water it from the rivers
of Thy oneness flowing in Thy verdant Garden, and caused the
breezes wafting from Thy most exalted Kingdom to pass over
it. Thou didst shine upon it with the Sun of Thy Reality, the
Most Luminous, and nurture it through the power, radiance
and heat emanating from Thy Most Great, Most Glorious Lu-
minary. Thou didst cause it to grow beautifully through Thy
supreme gift, and elevate it through Thy power which has ren-
dered powerless the manifestations of negation in the kingdom
of creation.

Thou didst develop, spread forth and raise its branches to the
heights of glory, and extend its boughs and leaves until they
filled earth and heaven. Those branches blossomed with fresh,
delicate, radiant flowers and bore delicious, ripe, crimson fruits.
Its fragrances wafted, its spiritual breezes spread, the sweet
perfume of its essence permeated, and the gentle winds of its
love blew. It rose up, ascended, grew lofty and towering until it
reached the highest horizon and the atmosphere of the heaven
of glory in the supreme heights.

O my Lord! By virtue of what Thou hast bestowed, given, gra-
ciously conferred and granted, preserve its branches from every
wind that bloweth contrary to Thy good-pleasure and from the
spreading tempest arising from the doubts of the people of allu-
sions, through Thy protection and safeguarding, growing firm
and steadfast in Thy Covenant and Testament. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Self-Subsisting, the Able, the
Preserver, the Great.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O you of radiant countenance and illumined heart! May God
perfume your nostrils with His holy fragrances and pour forth
upon you what flows from the clouds of His grace and favor,
and may He spread your remembrance and raise your fame in
the highest Kingdom for having endured the greatest hardship
and the mightiest imprisonment in the path of your Beloved
and the Goal of all worlds.

Although outwardly you are under chains and fetters and
sword and blade, yet in the eyes of those enkindled with
the fire of the love of God, you are seated upon the throne
of ancient glory and have entered the highest paradise and
most glorious garden. Its inward aspect contains mercy while
outwardly it appears as torment. If the eyes of the blind were
opened and hearts were made privy to divine mysteries, they
would surely behold the Kingdom of glory circling round that
abasement, and the kings of the earth would yearn for a single
link of those chains.

Therefore thank God, your Lord, Who has honored you with
this robe which the denizens of the highest Paradise consider
blessed, and Who has strengthened you with this gift which He
chose for the Dawning-Place of His verses, the Dayspring of His
lights, the Kingdom of His Revelation, His divine Essence and
His eternal Identity in that holy land. You have an excellent
example in your Lord, and He verily blesses you from His holy
Kingdom and the heaven of His might in the Supreme Con-
course.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Egypt

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O honored Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree, may the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God rest upon him.

That which you inscribed with spiritual pen upon the tablet
of consciousness was recited with the tongue of the love of
God. The sweet fragrance of attraction was inhaled, and the
sweetness of the mention of the True Beloved made pleasant
the spiritual taste of the friends. Praise and thanks be to the
Ancient Beauty Who adorned the Afnan of the Blessed Tree
with the flowers of mention and utterance and with verdant
leaves of spiritual qualities.

We beg and implore from the boundless mercy of that King of
existence and Sovereign of the seen and unseen that He may
cause that one intoxicated with the wine of the love of God
to appear in the gathering of the lovers of the Beauty of the
All-Merciful with such great attraction that all may become
ignited with its intense heat, so that in every gathering they
may shine like candles and on every branch, like the birds of
the garden of unity, they may become engaged in melodies in
praise of the Glorious Lord. These spiritual qualities are of the
highest and most exalted station.

O God! O Beloved of the hearts of those who believe in Thy
unity! Assist the Afnan of the Tree of Thy oneness to exalt
Thy Word amongst Thy creatures, illumine their faces with the
lights of detachment from all save Thee and with the qualities
of Thy abstraction, preserve them beneath the shadow of the
wing of Thy protection, and establish their words in the pages
of the worlds of creation, through Thy might and power and
strength and dominion. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty.
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AB04091

To: Gulistanih, Mirza Abu’l-Qasim et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art guided by the divine kindled Fire! When Moses
came from the Midian of longing to the Sinai of radiance, he
was blessed with supreme guidance through a gleam of light
and flame of manifestation in the Tree of Sinai, and he said
“Verily I perceive a fire wherein I find guidance.” Now observe
how the Fire of Truth has blazed forth in most regions and
burned away the veil of concealment and covering, and the
divine Call from the merciful Tongue has reached the ears of
East and West, and the merciful effulgences have shone forth
with clear signs from all directions - eastern, western, southern,
northern - all directions are His directions.

Despite this, the intoxicated people and bewildered company,
like blind bats, have gathered in the darkness of a gloomy pas-
sage, deprived and hidden. What regret and sorrow that those
with capacity became privy to a flame’s mysteries while the
negligent, despite a hundred thousand gleams, remained de-
prived of beholding the lights.

You who have attained, rejoice and be glad! And the Glory be
upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
If undertaking affairs requires going to Istanbul, permission is

granted. Otherwise, you have direct permission for pilgrimage
to the Most Exalted Shrine. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB04034

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O nightingale of the divine garden! Yesterday a letter was writ-
ten and tomorrow it will be sent. And now His honor Afnan
requested a repetition. Despite countless necessary writings
and occupations like a surging sea, I have put them all aside
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and become engaged in remembrance, writing and mention of
your countenance and character. If you knew to what degree
the intensity of the heat and severity of the sun’s rays are in
this corner of seclusion, you would certainly know that mention
of spiritual friends gives even the air infinite freshness, delicacy
and moderation. For this love emanates from connection with
the love of the Ancient Beauty and is in truth a wave from
the waves of the Most Great Sea in this greatest gathering.
Since all are gathered in the shade of the Blessed Tree and are
beheld by the glances of the Eye of Mercifulness, and in the
Abha Paradise we are intoxicated with the pure wine, spiritual
susceptibilities and attractions of heart and spirit have reached
this degree. Glory be to Him Who caused these seas to surge!
Glory be to Him Who caused these lights to flow! Glory be to
Him Who sent down these rains! Glory be to Him Who revived
these souls through these perfumed breaths wafting from the
source of grace! Holy and Glorified is He!
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AB04157

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan (Shiraz)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O branch attracted to the Ancient Root! Although this was a
severe calamity and a great affliction - a burning fire and abun-
dant sorrow in the hearts of the yearning ones - especially when
it was joined with an even greater calamity and combined with
fresh grief, tears and sighs and regrets followed one another to
such a degree that hearts fell into death throes, the sea of sor-
rows surged and rivers of endless grief flowed, the eye became
a spring and the heart a furnace of embers. Yet when the Sun
of Truth ascended to the heaven of sanctification and the Most
Great Luminary rose to the Kingdom of uniqueness, these bril-
liant stars are also attracted in their ascension to that apex of
radiant stations, and these stars are drawn to the Kingdom’s
horizon. Parts are attracted to the center of the whole, and
nightingales yearning for the beauty of the rose, after the ascen-
sion of the Ancient Beauty - death is life and extinction is true
eternality. Life in this mortal existence is descent, and every
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hope the greatest means of despair. These servants who out-
wardly remain - what fruit, what benefit, what result? “Wish
for death if ye be sincere” - its wisdom is now fully effective
and operating.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB04468

To: Haji Muhammad Karim, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom!

His honor Afnan mentioned you in his letter and requested the
writing of this tablet so that you might be remembered in this
gathering and we might occupy ourselves with remembrance of
that one enkindled with the fire of the love of God.

Know this much - that you have been and are remembered at
all times, and at the Sacred Threshold we have been and are
beseeching the descent of favors and bounties upon that one
attracted to the fragrances of the gardens of oneness.

And we beseech from His abundant grace and glorious generos-
ity that you might become so intoxicated with the wine of the
love of God that you set fire to the hearts of all contingent
beings, cast flames into the reality of existence, raise up com-
motion in earth and heaven, bring the sea of the world into
waves, soar to the heights of the supreme Kingdom, and when
you hasten to the Abha Kingdom your face will shine bright,
your eyes will open clear, you will become the manifestation of
endless favors and the dawning-place of the levels of light.

And this station is attained through steadfastness in God’s
Covenant and Testament and achieved through holding fast to
the firm handle of the All-Merciful.
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AB04452

To: Haji Muhammad Rida, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art attracted by the effusions of the Kingdom! Be
thou happy in this arena of existence with the bounty of the
loving Lord who transmutes dust into pure gold, and illumines
the dark house of the heart with celestial light, who transforms
black stone into ruby of Badakhshan, and solid rock into cor-
nelian of brilliant red, who bestows upon the weak gnat the
might of the eagle, and confers upon the insignificant atom
the radiance of the sun, who grants to the ephemeral drop the
waves of the sea of meanings, and bestows upon the dry branch
the freshness of the spiritual garden, who makes the imperfect
one the embodiment of reason, and renders the faithful servant
the personification of spirit, who makes the broken-winged one
soar as the eagle in the luminous firmament, who makes the
lowly one renowned throughout all regions, who bestows a lu-
minous countenance upon the Ethiopian slave, and makes the
African bondsman the chief of the Roman hosts. Glory be to
God! What a bounty and gift is this, and what a favor and
blessing! And for such a Glorious Lord praise and glorification
are befitting. And the Glory be upon thee and upon every
penitent and sound servant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

We remember his honor the noble Rafi’ - upon him be the
Glory of God the Most Glorious - with the remembrance of
God.
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AB04533

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O noble branch from the Blessed Tree!

The melodies of the dove of the garden of remembrance,
which appeared upon the branches of the gardens of certitude,
reached the ears of the yearning ones. From that wondrous
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tune, a subtle attraction appeared in the hearts, and from
those gardens a sweet fragrance reached the nostrils. The
tongue became occupied with praise of the Beauty of the
All-Merciful, that praise be to God, that tender, subtle branch
is quickened and verdant from the outpourings of the clouds
of favors of the Glorious Lord, and is the manifestation of the
blessed verse “and caused it to grow with a goodly growth.”

O subtle branch! Give thanks to the Manifest Beauty and the
Great News that you are among the branches of the Lote-Tree
of the uttermost boundary, and under the shadow of the favor
of the Most Glorious Beauty. Strive that in these gardens of
divine bestowal you may succeed in attaining such freshness
and subtlety that you become the ornament of these gardens
and the bestowal of these groves, that you may be moved by
holy fragrances and swayed by the attractions of fellowship,
drawing sustenance from the noble root and receiving bounty
from the manifest cloud. This is better for you than all that
exists in the seen and unseen realms.

And glory be upon you and upon those who hold fast to the
mighty cord.
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AB04520

To: Mother of Mirza Ali Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O spiritual leaf of the divine Lote Tree!

Through the effulgence of the Sun of the horizon of divine unity
with the brilliant lights of the Dawning-Place of oneness, illu-
mined realities have been nurtured under the all-encompassing
Word - they who are the stars rising in the world of existence
and the luminous orbs dawning at the break of manifestation.
They are the manifest signs of the Ancient Beauty and the
prominent standards of the Most Great Name. They are the
luminous lamps in the glass of contingent being and the shoot-
ing stars of the heaven of the All-Merciful.

Those sacred realities, through a divine might and celestial
power and eternal glory and heavenly majesty and a spiritual
self and conscientious arousal and divine spirit, strive to exalt
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the Word of God and diffuse the divine fragrances. And to-
day this mighty service must be rendered in all aspects - that
is, through deeds and actions and character and conduct and
words - so that the lights of the Ancient’s effulgences may shine
forth brilliantly from the Most Great Name in the temples of
unity from all directions.

Therefore, O spiritual leaf of the Blessed Tree, beseech God
that you may perfume your nostrils with the fragrances of this
station, so that illumined leaf may be adorned with such an
ornament as to become the light of that clime.
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AB12326

To: Mulla Abdu’llah Fadil Zargani (Rafi)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art cognizant of mysteries! The call is the divine
Call, and the melody is the melody of the Most Merciful, which
reacheth from the Kingdom of the Unseen and is heard from
the most hidden horizon.

Open the ear of inner awareness that it may become intimate
with the Most Glorious Herald, and unstop the hearing ear
that it may become attuned to the Herald of the Most Exalted
Kingdom.

Purify the heart - which is the dawning-place of the Beauty of
the All-Glorious and the gathering-place where shineth forth
the Lord God - from all contingent things, that it may become
a partner in the secrets of the Self-Sufficing Beauty.

Cause the breast - which is the treasury of the love of God and
the mine of the knowledge of God - to be dilated through the
remembrance of the true Friend and spiritual Beloved, that it
may become a wellspring and fountain of divine knowledge.

Loose thy tongue to teach the Cause of God, that thou mayest
witness the confirmations of the Holy Spirit and behold the suc-
cessive inspirations of the Most Great Mystery and the Beauty
of the Chosen One.

This cycle is the cycle of the manifestation of the Most Great
Name and the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice
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for His loved ones. The divine outpourings are like floods, and
the merciful effulgences are like suns. The boundless ocean is
surging, and the endless lights are at their zenith.

Where is one who is conscious? Where is one who is conscious?
Where is one who is awake? Where is one who is awake?

And the Glory be upon thee!
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AB04963

To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

He is the All-Giving, the All-Glorious, the All-Merciful

O loved ones of the Most Merciful in Hamadan! Verily this city
of yours was once a mighty capital and the seat of supreme
sovereignty in ancient times, and the fame of its people spread
far and wide throughout all regions, such that past nations
would follow their example in all matters pertaining to worldly
prosperity. Then God stripped from them the garment of glory
and wealth and clothed them in the cloak of poverty and ex-
tinction, due to how the hands of self and passion had played
with their hearts. In this there is surely a lesson for those pos-
sessed of understanding and insight that unveils the realities
of things.

Now that renowned city has fallen from its position as the seat
of sovereignty. We hope it will become the seat of the throne
of the love of the Most Merciful and the dawning-place of the
sun of love for the Most Glorious Beauty. Although previously
it was adorned with gardens and palaces, now may it be con-
firmed in raising high the Word of the Lord of Forgiveness, and
may the divine call reach from the heights of that city to the
ears of the cherubim and those drawn nigh and the dwellers of
the Supreme Horizon. By the life of God, this is indeed eter-
nal glory, heavenly grandeur, divine exaltation and everlasting
felicity. Blessed then are those who seek, and joy be to those
who strive toward this spring of living waters.
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AB04614

To: Aliyyih wife of Baha’id-Din, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

Glory be upon you, O leaf stirred by the breeze from the gar-
dens of the Most Glorious, made joyful by the fragrances from
the groves of the highest horizon, immersed in the pools of the
Paradise of Refuge.

Your attraction to the Kingdom of Mysteries and your ignition
by the fire kindled in the Tree of the Mighty, the Compelling,
has become evident and manifest like the sun at high noon.
You are truly a part of that noble hero and a piece of the
liver of that glorious, distinguished one, of his mighty essence
and his progeny in whom he takes pride in the Most Glorious
Kingdom and finds solace in the Heaven of Eternity.

He addresses you from the Most Glorious Kingdom with a face
shining like the morning star, calling out in the loudest voice:
“Well done, well done, O part of me and piece of my liver
and light of my eyes, in that you have remained faithful to
the Covenant and have acquired the lights shining upon the
horizons and your feet have remained firm upon the Path and
you have drunk a brimming cup in the gathering of radiance.”

And glory be upon you and upon every man and woman who
remains firm in the Cause of God and who holds fast to the
Most Firm Handle.
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AB04976

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who hast striven with thy spirit, thy being and thine
essence to spread the fragrances of God! Well done! Well
done! in that thou hast stood firm in God’s Covenant and
Testament, and remained steadfast, through a power from God,
upon this extended path. By the life of God, the hosts of the
Most Glorious Kingdom and the near angels shall assist thee in
this. So gird up thy loins with a power from God, strengthen
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thy back with a sovereignty from God, and pass over hearts
like the passing of the morning breeze. Give them glad tidings
of the fragrances of God, kindle in hearts the fire of the love
of God, illumine eyes with the light of the knowledge of God,
expand breasts with the outpouring of God’s gift, and quicken
spirits with the overflowing waters from the fountains of God’s
mercy in the gardens of God’s Cause. And glory be upon thee
and upon all who have become poor in the path of God and
been touched by harm and adversity in the love of God.

Truly thy difficulties and hardships have become boundless.
Beautiful patience is required. What thou didst write about
the steadfastness, firmness and enthusiasm of the Afnans was
the cause of the utmost joy and fragrance.
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AB04628

To: Mirza Muhammad
Date: 1895-Aug or <

My God, my Lord, my Hope and ultimate Goal! 1 beseech
Thee by Thy grace and mercy which Thou hast specially be-
stowed upon the choicest of Thy creation and sent down upon
the most honored of Thy servants, and by Thy supreme gift
through which the faces of Thy loved ones were illumined, and
by Thy ancient light and Thy Beauty which was enshrouded
in the hidden cloud from the eyes of beholders yet shineth
and gleameth in the most exalted Kingdom, the Most Glori-
ous Companion, the Realm of the Unseen, His most supreme
Divinity, that Thou mayest send down upon this servant all
Thy mercy, Thy generosity and Thy favor, and aid him to
stand firm in Thy Cause and be steadfast in Thy Word, and
grant him the good of this world and the next, and bless him
in all his affairs, and keep him safe and protected in the shelter
of Thy protection, encompassed by the glances of the eye of
Thy mercy. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Generous,
the Noble, the Merciful.

O Lord! Make firm my steps and strengthen my back in service
to Thy Cause, and make me one of Thy steadfast servants.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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And convey my greetings and praise to his honor the most
exalted Rafi’i, and I ask my Lord to assist him in exalting His
Word among the worlds.
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AB04752

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Haji Abu’l-Hasan et al.
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O two sweet flowers in the garden of the love of God!

The honored Haji, your father, arrived in the Most Great
Prison and attained the supreme bounty and infinite mercy by
achieving the blessing of attaining His presence and was hon-
ored by visiting the purified tomb and illumined shrine. He
was present during the greatest calamity and was the recipient
of divine favors.

Praise God that you were blessed with a father who spent
most of his life in the path of the love of God, and at the
Holy Threshold and illumined shrine opened his tongue to seek
confirmation and the manifestation of grace on your behalf,
and has also requested that I remember you in prayer.

Now that the sun is near to setting and darkness approaches,
in view of his preparing to return and his request that I pen
this letter, I too, out of love for him and for you both, have
engaged in remembering you.

We hope from the grace and generosity of the Sovereign of
existence that these two saplings in the garden of divine love
may ever be fruitful, fresh, verdant and flourishing through the
outpourings of the spring rain of divine grace.

O Lord! Aid them through Thy confirmations and grant them
success through Thy assistance.
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AB05271

To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art aglow with the fire of the love of God.

Consider the clock, which, though a lifeless object, made of
mere metal, by virtue of its order and skilled design is pos-
sessed of a highly regular movement. Though it is an inani-
mate object, it can determine the time cycles of the glorious
sun itself. It acts as the harbinger of the rising of the daystar of
the ethereal heaven. A mighty outcome as this can result when
a tiny and delicate movement appeareth in a heavy object.

Shouldst the movement of a spiritual yearning, which is like
unto the spirit of this physical world, appear in the body of
man, consider what manifest fruits and luminous perfections
shall come forth! Therefore beseech God that through the
divine means and spiritual powers, He may cause a movement
in the consciousness of the human beings, and that thou mayest
become like unto a timepiece for the movement of the stars
of the Concourse on High and the celestial bodies of the All
Glorious Kingdom and, even as a victorious spirit, become
the means through which the body of this contingent world is
moved and stirred.

The glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant and Testament of God.
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AB05154

To: Haji Abu’l-Hasan, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou whose heart and soul are consumed in the fire of sepa-

ration!

Though thy heart doth melt in separation from thy Lord ignite
the soul of the world with thy cries and kindle a fire in the
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midmost heart of humanity. Dash to pieces all patience and
accept no compromise in this path. Tear asunder thy garments
of sobriety and quietude and let thine innermost being burn
with love, thine eyes overflow with tears.

Raise the palms of thy longing prayers each dawn, immerse
thyself in the ocean of wonderment and every evening kneel
beside the embers of supplication. Lift up thy lamentations,
let thy grief flow, and weep with words of love. Pour down thy
tears in torrents and let the fragments of thy heart become thy
nourishment. At all times implore Him, beseech His grace, and
supplicate His mercy.

And then, when the doors of the Kingdom are opened unto
thee, seek thou reunion with Him instantly! Attain thy heart’s
desire! Enter the “Seat of truth” in the company of the exalted
and seek thy shelter beneath the shade of His mercy.
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ABO05315
To: Haji Muhammad Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <
O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom! el osSde b (ol

In the path of God, see every affliction as clarity, see every cru-
elty as fidelity, and find in every malady a remedy and healing.
For affliction is the cause of the manifestation of the reality of
devotion, and trials are the reason for the bestowal of boun-
ties. Were it not for the afflictions in God’s path, how could
the assured be distinguished from the doubtful, the steadfast
from the wavering, and the truthful from the false?

It is these trials and tribulations that make the faces of the
righteous bright and radiant in the Abha Kingdom, and render
the countenance of the wicked dark and gloomy in the lowest
depths. These cause Haji Mulla Hadi to curse the Blessed
Beauty and the Primal Point from the pulpit, while causing
the martyrs of the land of Sad and the land of Ya and the
martyr of the land of Shin, Jinab-i-Murtada, to smile like a
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rose under chains and sword, drinking the honey of martyrdom
with utmost joy and gladness.
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AB05456

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Nuri, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who hast laid hold on the Most Great Handle that none
can break!

The spirit of the world hath been shaken, and the foundation of
nations hath quaked through the appearance of the Most Great
Name, the Most Ancient Light, and the Most Noble Luminary.
May my spirit, my being, and my essence be a sacrifice for His
loved ones!

The people are engaged in their vain pursuits, are immersed in
the depths of waywardness, and are bewildered in their drunk-
enness, yet they perceive it not. And thou, O thou who art
illumined by the lights of thy Lord, the Self-Subsisting, leave
the people to their blame, and their regrets, and their losses,
and their perverted affairs, and their veils that have prevented
them from the Manifest Light and kept them far from the Im-
pregnable Shelter, the Exalted Refuge, the Secure City, the
Strong Haven, and the Mighty Fortress.

Turn with thy heart, thy spirit, thy being and thy essence
to the All-Glorious Kingdom and say: O Lord! Increase my
wonderment in Thee, and have mercy upon bowels that are set
ablaze with the fire of love, and grant me to meet Thee in the
Highest Companion, O Thou Who rulest earth and heaven!
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ABO05211

To: Shaykh Baha’id-Din Baha’i, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O radiant lamp! At this moment, the life-giving fragrance from
the divine gardens of the Ancient Beauty has so perfumed the
nostrils of the spiritual ones with musk and ambergris that
the pen has involuntarily taken up writing in remembrance
of that kind Friend. Perhaps through the harmony of heart
and spirit and pen and letter, the sweet fragrances of ancient
companionship may reach the hearts and souls of the friends
in the gathering of the Gracious Lord. Thus may the reality
of the heart be freed from the constraints of separation and
deprivation, the veil be lifted, the curtain fall away, and one
who is captive to separation may find themselves in union, and
one afflicted with exile may witness themselves in the paradise
of divine good-pleasure. These material degrees of separation
and union, remoteness and nearness, have absolutely no ef-
fect. Rather, when true spiritual union is achieved, its influ-
ence flows like the spirit through veins and arteries, the veil is
completely removed, and the beauty of union becomes visible
and manifest.

And may the Glory rest upon you and upon all who are firm
in the Covenant.
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AB05222

To: Shirazi, Asadullah et al.
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Lion of the Thickets of the Kingdom! The Ancient Beauty
and the Most Great Name - may my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loved ones - would at all times make mention of the region
of Fars and the city of Shiraz, showing utmost bounty and
perfect mercy, for the people there - that is, the loved ones of
God, may my spirit, being and essence be sacrificed for them
- are manifestations of mercy and objects of the glance of the
eye of grace.
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2 The blessed desire was always that those blessed souls would
be manifestations of the signs of unity and dawning-places of
the verses of detachment, that in exalting the Word of God
they would be unfurled banners and in diffusing the fragrances
of the love of God they would be well-known signs.

Now must the loved ones of God arise to such a degree in
support of the Cause of God - that is, in guiding souls - that
successive cries of “Well done!” and “Bravo!” will reach them
from the most glorious Kingdom: “Blessed are ye, O helpers
of the All-Merciful! Blessed are ye, O hosts of the Supreme
Concourse! Blessed are ye, O guides of humanity! Blessed are
ye, O champions in the field of righteousness!”
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AB05010

To: Jinab-i-Ghayn Lam et al.
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O my God, my Lord, the Generous, and my Master, the Great!
These two are servants, prostrating, submissive, humble before
the threshold of Thy Oneness, clinging to the hem of the robe
of Thy Mercifulness, gazing toward the Kingdom of Thy Sin-
gleness, supplicating to the Realm of Thy Eternality. O Lord!
Protect them in the cave of Thy protection and shelter, en-
compass them with the care of the eye of Thy providence and
guardianship, make their affairs easy, strengthen their backs,
reinforce their support, perpetuate their glory, grant them the
good of this world and the next, illumine their faces in Thy
Kingdom, shower upon them Thy bounty and blessing, increase
the abundance of their sustenance and the elevation of their
station, sanctify their spirits and purify their hearts from all
else save Thee. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Helper.

> O Lord! Accept what they have offered before this servant of
Thine and make it a treasure for them in Thy dominion, and
make each grain thereof yield seven ears, and in each ear a
hundred grains. And God multiplieth for whom He willeth.
Verily, Thou art the Giving, the Generous.
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ABO05818

To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art firm in the verses of God! Just as a tailor exam-
ines the form and stature when considering cloth and garments
of silk and wool, and cuts and tailors the clothing according to
the figure, likewise those who bestow the garment of knowledge
and understanding and sew the robe of guidance must consider
capacity, capability and worthiness, and accordingly arrange
the garment of education and the shirt of guidance, clothing
therewith the form of search and the reality of receptive and
attentive souls.

When thou becomest a tailor of the divine garment and a seam-
ster of the spiritual vestment, every shirt thou arrangest and
every cloak thou seweth will fit the temples of being appropri-
ately, and the persons of the guided ones will have their form
and figure adorned by that perfect garment.

And upon thee and upon all who are steadfast in the Cause of
God be the Glory.
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AB05914

To: Ibrahim Afnan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O exalted Branch of the Blessed Tree! The heart of the world
hath been attracted by the fragrant breezes wafting from the
gardens of thy Lord’s Kingdom, the Most Glorious, and the
world hath been set ablaze by the fire kindled in the Tree of
Sinai. The pillars of the world have been shaken by the earth-
quake of the Hour, whereby every nursing mother cast off her
burden, and being hath been stirred by the breezes blowing
from the dawning-place of thy Lord’s loving-kindness.

And thy Lord revealed unto the earth of contingent realities,
and it declared its tidings and quaked and swelled and brought
forth its burdens. As for the good earth, the blessed soil -
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it brought forth its vegetation by the leave of its Lord. But
that which is corrupt bringeth forth naught but that which is
worthless.

Exalted is the Outpourer Who hath caused a pulsing force to
flow through the arteries of contingent being. Glorified be my
Lord, the Most Glorious, above what those who harbor vain
imaginings suppose and what the people of tyranny conjecture!

And thou seest the earth withered, but when We send down
the water upon it, it stirreth and swelleth and bringeth forth
every kind of lovely growth.

5 And may the Glory rest upon thee and upon every steadfast
servant who standeth firm in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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AB05948

To: Son of Shaykh Salman
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O son of him who traversed the deserts, plunged into seas,
crossed the abysses and climbed the mountains in the path of
God: Give thanks to the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name that you are from the lineage of one who spent his entire
life spreading the divine Tablets.

2 Many were the nights until dawn that he journeyed through
wilderness, and many were the days until dusk that he crossed
deserts and prairies. Although this bounty is now hidden and
concealed due to lack of capacity and the limited receptivity
of the time, yet ere long this enchanting beauty will cast aside
the veil and its grace and perfection will become manifest in
the realm of existence. Then it will become clear what bounty
this was and what mercy this grace and generosity was.

In any case, you have always been and will continue to be in
my thoughts. And upon you and your father and mother be
the Glory.
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AB06302

To: Abdu’l-Karim (Abadih), in Faydabad
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art clinging to the Sure Handle! If thou seekest
ancient glory, seek intense abasement in the path of God. If
thou seekest exaltation in the divine world, sacrifice thy head
and life in love and devotion to the Beauty of the All-Merciful.
If thou seekest true wealth, enter beneath the shade of poverty
from all save God. If thou desirest comfort of soul and peace
of conscience, rest in the shade of detachment. If thou wishest
for illumination of countenance, adorn it with the light of the
love of God. If thou seekest spirituality of heart, make it vi-
brate with the fragrances from the gardens of the All-Merciful.
If thou desirest sovereignty over both worlds, seek adherence
to the Covenant and Testament and faith and pledge to the
Beauty of the All-Merciful, and arise to exalt the Word of God
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And upon thee be glory. Se W1
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AB06368

To: Haji Mulla Muhammad Kazim Nasrabadi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O you who speak in remembrance of God!

2 In the Qur’an, the Divine Book, among the characteristics of
the people of unity, He has mentioned the suppression of anger,
as He says: “Those who suppress their anger and pardon peo-
ple, and God loves the doers of good.” Although this station
is great and its attainment difficult and arduous, yet for the
people of Baha (may my spirit be sacrificed for them) there is
another station and another rank. The ultimate aim and de-
sire of their existence is to sacrifice all attributes for the sake
of the life of the world and the revival of the peoples and tribes
of the nations.
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When the wayfarer reaches this most exalted and supreme sta-
tion, firstly no anger arises in him that he should need to sup-
press it, and no self remains that should need to forgive. How-
ever, these jewels of existence and pearls of the treasury of
the Lord of Loving-kindness are still hidden behind the veil of
God’s jealousy. Soon they shall unveil themselves and remove
the covering.

And greetings be upon you.
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AB06306

To: Nayrizi, Aqa Mirza Ahmad son of Mirza Yusif Nayrizi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art enlightened by the light of the Heaven of Knowl-
edge! I swear by that Spirit which is The Fashioner of the
World and the Embodied Life of the Universe, that when I
call to mind the friends of that Most Luminous Beauty, every
sadness changes to joy, every sorrow and grief disappears, and
as the sweet fragrance of the Love of God wafts from the gar-
den of the friend’s hearts it perfumes the nostrils of the fervent
ones like the breeze of friendship drifting from the Sacred Gar-
dens. The heart is charmed and attracted. The spirit is elated
and blissful. The gates of love and fragrance are opened. The
verses of enthusiasm and knowledge are elucidated. Thus in
all conditions we are ever watchful for signs and traces, and
await the appearance of lights from sacred realities that are
attracted by the fragrances of divine mysteries. O Lord! Aid
Thy sincere servants to be endowed with the signs of Thy Di-
vine nature and to be inflamed with the fire kindled in the Tree
of Thy Oneness.

Upon thee be The Glory!
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AB06305

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Bazzaz, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of God! Through
the bounty of the Sovereign of existence, Who encompasseth
the worlds of the seen and unseen, it is hoped that thou wilt
arise from the grave of patience and stillness in such wise as
to become manifest life itself and embody the very spirit, and
become gentle and subtle like the breezes from the gardens of
holiness, perfuming the nostrils of the yearning ones, and that
thou wilt so illuminate thy countenance with the lights of the
love of God as to illumine an entire world.

O thou seeker of the beauty of the Lord of Lords! Strive in this
mortal dust-heap that thou mayest become a manifestation
of the favors of the All-Merciful Lord, and endeavor in this
darksome cage that thou mayest acquire spiritual wings and
feathers, enabling thee to soar to the divine heights. Otherwise,
like earthbound birds thou shalt remain captive in the ruins of
dust, finding no nest of repose.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon every firm and steadfast
one.
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AB06447

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou exalted branch of the Divine Lote Tree! Night and day,
morning and evening, even in the darkness of night and middle
of day, I supplicate and beseech with utmost humility at the
threshold of the Divine Unity, saying: “O God! These souls
are Afnans of the Tree of Thy mercy and branches of the Tree
of Thy oneness. O God! Through the breezes of Thy bounty
and mercy, and the fragrances of Thy sanctification and favor,
and through the outpourings of the clouds of Thy grace and
generosity, and the heat of the Sun of Thy providence, make
them verdant and flourishing.
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2 However, every bounty requires an attractive force, and every
providence necessitates a seeking power. The magnet for divine
bounties in these days is engagement in diffusing the divine
fragrances. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that the dark body
of dust shall become pure light, and intense darkness shall
become manifest radiance.”
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AB06327

To: Aqa Ali-Muhammad Charmkani
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O herald in the name of God! Praise God that you have be-
come engaged in diffusing the divine fragrances and have been
confirmed in exalting the Word of God.

> Today if a soul arises for this most important matter, all the
forces in the world of existence will arise to assist and support
him, and the invisible hosts of the Lord of Hosts will descend
to aid him. A drop will manifest as an ocean, and an atom
will acquire the firmness and majesty of a mighty mountain.
A weak gnat will become a great eagle, and a frail bird will
become a soaring and majestic vulture. A humble page will
become a manifest book, and a small bird will become a sacred
bird of the highest heaven. It will become the dawning-place of
mysteries and the dayspring of lights, the rising-point of divine
traces and the joy of the righteous.

Therefore, as much as you can, gallop your steed in this field
and hasten on this path, so that you may witness the confir-
mations of the Most Glorious Kingdom and observe the power
of the Holy Spirit.
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AB06314

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! The
liver of the world hath been consumed by the blazing fire of
separation in this calamity of the Beloved of the horizons. The
cry of the faithful hath risen up when this dawning light was
transformed into setting and decline. The people of unity have
rent their hearts instead of their garments. Earth and heaven
have wailed, the hearts of the people of Baha have cried out,
and the souls of the family of Baha have raised their voices in
this greatest of calamities.

2 But thou, O thou who art enkindled with the fire of divine
knowledge and who sittest in the seats of certitude, make firm
thy feet in the Cause of God and arise to exalt the Word of
God with power, might and sovereignty. By thy life! The
forces of the Kingdom, the sovereignty of the Realm of Might,
the breezes of the Realm of Divinity, hosts ye cannot see, and
the near-stationed angels shall all assist thee in this. This,
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AB06373

To: Mirza Abu’l-Hasan Khan

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of Abha! e oSk L

Whatever the pen may write and the tongue may utter is but
a drop from the surging ocean that exists within the reality of
the soul and consciousness. It cannot be fully explained. But
when hearts face each other and thought and contemplation
take hold, connection and unity and harmony become realized.
At that moment, the reality of “Read thy book: sufficient is
thy soul this day to make an account against thee” becomes
manifest and apparent, and all the spiritual meanings that lie
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hidden and concealed in human consciousness become clear
and evident.

Therefore, O thou who gazest toward God and speaketh in
praise of God, if thou seekest true union at the divine thresh-
old, bring thy heart near, and if thou seekest spiritual near-
ness at the merciful court, gladden thy spirit, so that thou
mayest attain true divine union and be confirmed and assisted
in achieving such nearness that thou wilt forever abide under
the shade of the Tree of Oneness.

oo ST bl ) 3 BL )

Of&;j\)dzéﬁ‘}\de);dE,b

o0 b Gl o855 53 (s U} f‘;

L;;f,b&\dub-dqojbh‘

BY) ;L‘}/\.,\;\LKL;JM uay) J.;,a dﬂ}
635 Jitmaa L3 5 °JJ“‘JJ’

MMEKG6#246

AB06053

To: Shaykh Salman Hindijani
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O courier on the path of the Glorious Lord! Your face is radiant
in the Court of Divine Unity and your service is accepted in
the presence of the Peerless King, for the power of life in the
spirit of created things lies in the divine tablets and the perfect
words of the Lord. And it is among the signs of grace and favor
to carry these tablets and pages to all horizons.

“He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He willeth.” He
cast this lot in your name and placed this crown upon your
head. You became a bearer of tablets and scriptures, and a
disseminator of books and pages.

Through God’s bounty, this is not and has never been strange
- the bearer of the sweet fragrance of Joseph of Canaan was
the morning breeze, which is but the breath of dawn, and
Solomon’s spiritual herald was a hoopoe, which is but a small
bird. This is the crown of divine gifts and the diadem of mercy.

And glory be upon you and upon all who remain firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament.
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AB06940

To: Rida Quli, in Abadih
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazest toward the divine realm! Give thanks for
the hidden favors of the Blessed Beauty, that after His as-
cension to His mighty Kingdom, He did not deprive us of His
exalted bestowals nor leave us bereft of His all-embracing boun-
ties.

He opened the gates of His divine outpourings from the invisi-
ble Kingdom and made manifest the mysteries of the absence
of His supreme Beauty in the essence of insight.

Though the physical eye was prevented from beholding His
enchanting countenance, the eye of the spirit is illumined by
the lights of His divine Beauty. And though the outward ear
was deprived of hearing His blessed words, the ear of the soul
is delighting in the call to awareness from His most glorious
Kingdom.

Thanks be unto Him, and praise be unto Him for this mighty
favor. And may the Glory rest upon thee and upon all who
have detached themselves and turned to His gracious Kingdom.

dlor s ol 2 A by b
3 e O s 3 dn § 1) Sl
Sllat 51 5 550,88 gy 2 Sl Olle

S e Hlaass

b DS Sl el Gl Ol
5oy LS dle g )l 5528
Sy P Sy Oy Sy g

3 Sl Gy g_,;":;“\’\ Jla )\j\;\;ﬂ o>
052 ASOks SUE gl 5 alls e 5
ke ) K 31 0l B 2o
3e 5,k

Al 5 ol il s e d T 2 4 T
5 5 ) a5 gl 7 e 5 S

MKT6.035a

AB06948

To: Shafi Bayk, in Bushihr
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazeth upon the Most Great Scene! The Most
Glorious Beauty and Most Exalted Perfection hath illumined
and brightened the horizon of the human world through the
celestial manifestations and divine outpourings and heavenly
bestowals. He hath adorned the dawning-place of contingent
being and the dayspring of creation with all names and at-
tributes. The pure in spirit have, through this bounty from
the All-Merciful, ascended from the depths of nothingness to
the highest heights of being, while those defiled with the dust
and limitations of the contingent world have withered and lan-
guished in the lowest of the low.
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2 Blessed are the souls who have gathered pearls of consum-
mate wisdom from the Most Great Ocean, and blessed are
they who have extracted jewels of meaning from the mine of
divine bounty, and have become signs of the All-Merciful in
the realm of contingent being, and have hastened to the most
exalted summit. And upon thee be glory.

wg&&w@\ﬁ;\&ﬁ}auf -
Cdge Odne 3 8oy dim 5 sy Ll
G s 5 dnf sl Glee b aler
wsld el foyydy 5 N2 oy o) O

g_g:l‘:&l.‘,“}

MKTS8.163b

AB06938

To: Mashhadi Yusuf Bayk, in Isfahan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazest toward God! Today those souls are men-
tioned and known in the Most Glorious Kingdom and Supreme
Heaven who are the dawning-places of the verses of unity and
the rising-points of the lights of detachment. They are the
stars of the horizon of meanings and the candles of the gather-
ing of the All-Merciful. They close their eyes to the world and
all who dwell therein, and strive for the illumination of hearts.
They give the thirsty ones to drink from the pure waters of
guidance flowing from the Salsabil of grace, and they guide
those lost in the valley of heedlessness to the path of bounty
and insight.

This world’s foundation is foundationless, and its prosperity is
but desolation. All that thou seest is transient, and all that
thou beholdest is like unto a mirage that neither quenches nor
satisfies thirst. Turn thy face to the Most Glorious Kingdom
and seek recourse to the Supreme Heaven.

3 And glory be upon thee.
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AB06899

To: Muhammad Khan (Ghulam), in Isfahan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of Abha! Give
thanks unto God that through the effulgent rays of the Sun
of Reality thy heart hath been illumined and thy soul hath
become a garden. Thou didst witness the Greatest Sign of the
Beauty of the All-Glorious and wert guided by the light of the
Sun of Reality. Thou didst drink the cup of recognition from
the hand of the Cup-bearer of favors and taste the Salsabil of
certitude from the fountain of the All-Merciful.

This most great bounty, like the morning star, shineth resplen-
dent from the everlasting horizon. Yet the ignorant and the
heedless are veiled and deprived of this divine bestowal.

Ere long the manifest signs of this divine bounty shall become
apparent from the dawning-place of hopes, and the brilliant
tokens of this infinite grace shall be recited in the manifest
book of horizons and souls.

And glory be upon thee and upon every noble believer.
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ABO07037

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou exalted branch of the Blessed Tree! For some time no
word has been received from that exalted branch, and no sweet
fragrance has reached the nostrils of those who long for it. We
hope that through the hidden favors and glorious confirmations
of the Abha Kingdom you will be assisted in all matters by the
divine, invisible confirmations and become the cause of the
diffusion of the divine fragrances.

His honor Andalib, upon him be the glory of his Glorious Lord,
has been afflicted with numerous trials, hardships and injuries,
and from every direction constriction of heart and means has
beset him. Consideration for him is necessary and obligatory
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from every direction. Therefore, if any Huquq becomes avail-
able to your honor, please present the sum of eighty tumans to
his honor Andalib.
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AB06874

To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! In
this assembly thy mention is remembered, thy name is present,
and thy remembrance is assured. Strive night and day to suc-
ceed in rendering such service that thy mention may be exalted
in the highest horizon and thy name may become illustrious in
the Most Glorious Companion.

Today, whosoever arises to exalt the Word of God and remains
firm in the Covenant and Testament, the heavenly hosts will
confirm him and the victorious armies of the divine Kingdom
will grant him triumph. The lights will shine forth from the
Dawning-Place of mysteries and the fragrances of the flowers
will waft from the rose-garden of the righteous ones. The call
of encouragement and inspiration will be heard by the ear of
the soul from the horizon of glory, and the proclamation of

Oﬁk@d\);&\gﬁ&)bﬁwd\
3 st ol g Sl Sl
353§ 635 G @2 § S
.\.,?v\ Sl L;\(-\ &Q)JJ)JJ\:Q‘;J Jp\

>y

2 b ST ol b Olg, 5 age b
)‘)3‘;\5 e Gl @S ke S
wie B a5 a2 G s LU
S G Do 5 335 gl O 2K

praise will reach the ears from the heaven of bounty. Blessed Al 2k
is he who strives to exalt the Word of God.
3 ‘Abdu’l-Baha. déE

+ What you sent has been received. Loy d3 58 Jly) @T |

INBA84:478b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 60


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=473
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=493
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=481

V]

V]

Vol. 114: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1895

AB06942

AB07083

To: Siyyid Isma’il Sina
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Sinai of the love of God! Praise be to God that through the
hidden and manifest bounties of the Most Glorious Beauty, we
are supplicating and hoping that this dawning-place of infinite
grace may become a remembrance of God, and that this arena
of possibility may become illumined and resplendent with the
light of recognition of the All-Merciful Lord.

Today is the day of the divine call and the voice is the voice
of God, so that the birds of the gardens of unity may, in the
rose-garden of detachment, teach lessons of spiritual stations
with meaningful melodies, and may become engaged in singing
and chanting upon the branches of existence with the psalms
of the House of David.

Praise be to God that the field is vast and divine confirmation
is attained and the Holy Spirit is the Driver. How blessed are
the souls who gallop in this life-bestowing atmosphere of the
All-Merciful Lord and who carry away the ball of precedence
and excellence. Blessed are they, then blessed are they, for this
great bounty.
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AB06942

Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazest toward the Kingdom of Abha! In this Most
Great Cycle, when the Sun of Truth hath illumined both East
and West, the rays of His bounty have fallen upon the weak
and the poor, and through His grace and favor He hath granted
them ancient glory, so that His all-encompassing power might
become manifest and evident at the world’s center like the
appearance of the Most Great Luminary. Therefore, turn thy
face toward the Kingdom of Abha, the Divine Invisible Realm,
and recite this prayer:

O Kind Lord! Praise be unto Thee, and glory be unto Thee,
for Thou hast given wings of grace to broken-winged birds, and
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bestowed upon the feeble gnat the strength of the eagle that
it might catch the birds of inner meanings. Thou hast made
the destitute abundant in blessing and guided the poor to the
treasure of wealth and riches. Praise be unto Thee, glory be
unto Thee, thanksgiving be unto Thee. And upon thee be the
Glory.
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To: Qabil, Abbas et al., in Abadih
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who hast loosed thy tongue in praise of thy Lord, who
hast spoken forth His conclusive proofs and arguments, and
recited His clear verses! Well is it with him who hath guided
His servants to the wellspring of His grace, directed His creation
to the path of His guidance, striven to exalt His Word, and
been attracted by the sweet-scented breezes of His knowledge.

Render thou thanks unto God that thou hast been assisted
to teach His Cause and hast endeavored to spread abroad the
divine Word. Thy services in the Cause of God were witnessed
at the Holy Threshold and the Dawning-Place of Beauty, and
it is hoped that the divine confirmations of His Most Holy
Court may encompass thee in all conditions, that thou mayest
become a sign of guidance among the people. Well is it with
thee, and again, well is it with thee!
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ABO07583

To: Mihdi Khi Alif, in Fathabad
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art guided by divine guidance! His Holiness Moses
beheld the light of guidance from the kindled fire in the Sinai
Tree and spoke these words: “Stay here, I perceive a fire; per-

haps I can bring you a brand from it, or find guidance at the
fire.”

But thou hast beheld the light of the Most Great Guidance
in the blessed Mount of Certitude, the holy valley of the All-
Merciful, as a kindled fire in the Blessed Tree of Man, and thou
hast heard the soul-stirring call “Verily, I am God, thy Lord
and the Lord of thy forefathers” from the divine throat.

Consider what bounty thou hast been specially endowed with
and what favor thou hast been particularly blessed with.
Therefore give thanks to God for this supreme triumph.

And glory be upon him who remains firm and steadfast in
God’s Covenant and His mighty Testament.
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AB07271

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! This name of servitude which
you bear is the pride of the essences of existence and the glory
of the pure souls of the Concourse on High. The souls of those
drawn nigh yearn for it, and the sacred realities long to hear it
but once. However, its conditions are mighty and its require-
ments most beautiful. It is an exalted trust.

We beseech the confirmations of that luminous Beauty that
He may assist you to achieve such deeds, such conduct and
behavior that the reality of this servitude may become manifest
in your countenance with its brilliant lights, so that all who
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dwell on earth may cry out: “This is not a mortal! This is
none other than a noble angel!” And the glory be upon you.

What you sent arrived, and the receipt in the handwriting of
the servant was sent. We beseech God to send down blessings
upon you.
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AB07459

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O ignited candle! Shouldst thou kindle a mortal torch, its light
would, of necessity, be transient and the circle of thy union lit
by a dreary lamp, a spluttering taper. Such material illumina-
tion may last until the break of day but by the following dusk
it will have been extinguished.

But wert thou to kindle the torch of divine fire, and spread
abroad the beams of the All-Merciful, thou wouldst be ignited
by the flame from the very Realm of Light and thy effulgent
rays would spread out and reach as far as the Abha Kingdom.
Even as moths shall the birds of the gardens of divine unity
circle in adoration round this light and through the reality of
God’s essential unity shall thy meetings be made to flourish.

Beseech thou God that He kindle within thee the torch of His
mercy and enable thee to shine brightly in the company of
the Concourse. Thus will thy lamp, made resplendent from
the light of heavenly horizon of His favours, shine forth and
illumine the contingent world.
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AB07353

To: Haji Mirza Asadullah
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O soul enamored of the Countenance of the Self-Subsisting!
In this world of upheaval, where every head harbors a desire
and every heart yearns for a beloved, if thou art a living soul
and a soaring spirit, become enchanted by the Face of the All-
Merciful, become disheveled by the tresses of the Beloved, and
become intoxicated and inebriated with the wine of God. Thus
mayest thou attain an eternal countenance and behold an ev-
erlasting beauty, seek the joy and gladness of the divine world,
inhale the holy fragrances of the Abha Kingdom, breathe in
the breezes from the garden of the Supreme Concourse, and
become so enkindled as to consume the world of existence with
the fire of the love of the Lord of Bounty. How blessed are they
that attain!

‘Abdu’l-Baha.

To his honor Rafi’ Badi’ Fasih we send our most eloquent greet-
ings and remembrances, and upon him be the Glory.
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ABO07578

To: Manuchir (Shiraz)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Manuchihr! In this divine gathering, appear with a radiant
countenance, an enflamed heart, eyes averted from strangers,
having learned the ways of the righteous ones, so that you may
illumine a face in the supreme realm, make the counsels of God
a protecting armor, and enter the celestial rose garden.

The divine Bahram bestowed truth and tranquility upon ex-
istence and shone forth from the East of the universe with
heavenly radiance, transforming the darkness of demons into
celestial light.

For those who, with pure hearts and radiant souls, took prece-
dence, that divine radiance fell upon that mirror of light, and
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from head to toe they became illumined and resplendent, while
every darkened jewel became withered and dejected.

May your soul be illumined!
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ABO7577

To: Mirza Ali Khan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who spendest in the path of God! In the mighty Qur’an,
which is the glorious Text of the All-Merciful, the Most Com-
passionate, among the characteristics of the people of faith
is this verse: “and they prefer others before themselves, al-
though poverty be their own lot” and “The likeness of those
who spend their wealth in God’s way is as the likeness of a
grain that groweth seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains.
Allah giveth increase manifold to whom He will.”

Therefore, O thou who spendest in the path of God, be assured
that whatever thou hast spent is accepted at the Threshold of
Oneness, and we hope that through His grace and favor He
may bestow a universal outpouring of blessing, so that each
grain may yield a hundred thousand seeds, nay rather, a whole
harvest. And the glory be upon thee and upon every generous
giver.
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AB08250

To: Muhammad Ali (Masjidbardi), in Masjid Bardi
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who art firm in the signs of God! The honored Shaykh
Salman arrived at the Most Great Prison and attained the
bounty of visiting the holy tomb. They were most pleased
and happy with thee. In such a gathering they engaged in thy
remembrance and became intimate with thy memory.
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Today in the world of existence no love and kindness can be con-
ceived of greater than this: that a soul should, in the Blessed
Garden, engage in the mention and remembrance of a friend
and offer prayers for good. This is His most great favor, His
greatest gift, His most perfect bestowal and His most exalted
bounty.

Therefore rejoice in this bounty and be happy in this great and
abundant success. And upon thee be glory, and upon all who
are firm in God’s Covenant and mighty Testament.
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AB08365

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O bird singing in the gardens of knowledge! I swear by thy
life that with utmost longing, yearning and unbearable ardor
I pine for the nest of reunion, that I may hear the crow of the
cock of faithfulness at the breaking of the dawn’s first rays, so
that souls may remember that spiritual fellowship and heart-
felt intimacy which they enjoyed beneath the canopies of the
All-Merciful in that verdant garden, that luxuriant grove, and
that emerald retreat, when we would gather like stars in those
celestial mansions and flock together like birds in those mead-
ows, chanting the most wondrous melodies in praise and glori-
fication of our Lord, the All-Merciful, and reciting verses like
brilliant pearls and radiant maidens with the utmost joy be-
neath the shelter of our Most Glorious Lord - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones.
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To: Darvish Ahmad et al.,
Date: 1895-Aug or <

n Zarqan

O thou who speakest in praise of the Ancient Beauty! At
this time when the very essence of these yearning hearts is
stirred and moved by the sweet fragrances of the mention of
the friends, I was reminded of thee who art longing to attain
His presence and enkindled with the fire of the love of the
Lord, and I took up my pen to write this letter. Through the
supreme bounty of the Beloved, the All-Glorious, I hope that
thou mayest be confirmed in the Most Great Steadfastness,
which is the highest aspiration of the Concourse on High, and
be assisted to diffuse the divine fragrances, to serve the Cause
of God, to hold fast to God’s Covenant and Testament, and to

cling to the hem of the loving-kindness of the Lord of Grandeur.

And the glory be upon thee.
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ABO08045

To: Suhrab
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O servant of the threshold of the Beloved of the horizons! For
some time thou wert a guardian of the divine Threshold and
didst strive with the utmost effort to render service at the
Court of Oneness, and didst attain to this supreme bounty
which is the ultimate hope of the chosen ones.

Now too, with the permission and leave of this servant of the
True One, set out for Iran. God is the witness and the testifier,
and this servant is well aware, that thou didst arise to fulfill
the obligations of servitude and didst gird up the loins of effort
in service to the Dear All-Knowing One.

Give thanks to God that thou wert raised up in the divine days
and didst attain to such infinite grace. The loved ones envy
this station, and the chosen ones seek it as their ultimate aim
and desire.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih
Date: 1895-Aug or <

...0 Lord! O Forgiving One! We are a group scattered and
dispersed. We are Thine, and though we be strangers, yet
are we Thy kindred. We are without head or refuge, helpless
and remediless. We are wounded by every arrow, and cut by
every sword. Bestow upon us a cure from the dispensary of
Thy mercy, and grant us a healing balm from Thy supreme
panacea, that these broken hearts may find solace, and these
withered and dejected souls may find rest and gladness. May
this night of sorrows be followed by a bright morn, and may
this deadly poison be sweetened by wondrous honey.

And may the Glory rest upon thee and upon those who have
quaffed the sealed nectar from the hand of thy Lord, the Mer-
ciful, the Compassionate.
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AB09023

To: Ghulam-Ali Tajir Khurasani Yazdi, in Bombay
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Jinab-i-Aga Ghulam-‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God!
That which had welled up from the essence of your heart and
the springs of your conscience became known and understood,
and the sighs and lamentations of your grieving heart, O you
who thirst for the cup of divine favor, have touched the reality
of hearts and souls.

Blind be the eye that weeps not for thee,
May that heart turn to blood that burns not for thee.

In any case, it is hoped that, God willing, you will attain to
such a station that the perfumed fragrances of the divine re-
membrance will at all times waft forth from the rose-garden of
your heart to the world.
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AB08956

To: Fatimih Baygum Known as Zan-i-Akhund, in Isfahan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O faithful, assured and well-pleased leaf! In the Abha Kingdom
thy mention is upon the tongue of the people of fidelity, and in
the highest heaven thy remembrance is in all hearts and souls,
for thou art among the steadfast believing women and among
the firm, ancient leaves.

From the beginning of the dawning of the lights of recognition
of the Beloved of all regions, thou didst become illumined and
didst shatter the idol of vain imaginings. In the path of the
Beloved of the worlds thou didst endure severe hardships and
difficulties and didst taste the bitterness of trials and tribula-
tions.

Thou hast not been forgotten for a moment, nor shalt thou
ever be. Convey on behalf of this servant the Greatest Name
to all the handmaidens of the All-Merciful.

C)}ﬁlﬁ BE 4;'4/ TR Fabge *dbyy (<
Sy 3 9 b} ULA‘ Ol Sy CJ_;J LS‘('\
Slage 5 58w s 5 Ll o ol el

Slale olarly OBy, 4 kb

st O e Hlgl 5 G i B) 3N 40 )
BTSRRI PN A RCRRP Tt it 1H]
oddd Olite 5 wla) Ol Cp o
Gy ooban 5 las Sy S

bl o A2 (Al 0dh el b aly
Oluy 1S5 de ol 851 o))

MKT9.211a
AB08946
To: Sakinih Gandumpakkun
Date: 1895-Aug or <
O pure leaf! 45) £&5 4y (!

Through the grace and favor of the All-Glorious One, thy noble
grandfather hastened from the ranks of the ignorant to the
seat of glory, and ascended from the depths of ignorance and
unawareness to the summit of the dignity of knowledge. He
drank the cup of recognition from the hand of the Merciful
Cup-bearer, and beheld with both outer and inner vision the
supreme signs of the Ancient Beauty.

He attained to such a station that his countenance shineth
like a brilliant star from the dawning-place of hopes, and his
remembrance remaineth perpetually on the tongues and lips of
those who dwell within the pavilion of the Most Glorious.
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ABO09570

To: Bigum Aqa, in Isfahan
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O sanctified leaf! Thou hast been guided by the light of guid-
ance and hast drunk from the cup of everlasting life. Thou hast
grasped the hem of the Beauty of the All-Merciful and held fast
to the most pure robe of the Ancient Beauty. From the hand
of bounty thou hast drunk the cup of bestowal and become
possessed of hearing, sight, speech, taste and smell, and hast
acquired spiritual powers. But now these are not evident or
manifest, for when thou dost hasten like a speechless babe from
the womb of this world to the divine realm, all these bestowals
will become manifest in that other, everlasting world.
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AB09397

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khan from Hamadan, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O wanderer in the wilderness of love! The brilliant missive
which you had written to his honor Darvish, upon him be the
Glory of God, was perused....

To his honor Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, we beseech God that
in witnessing the greatest signs in the realities attracted to
and receiving grace from the Abha Kingdom, he may utter the
words: “Sometimes in intoxication He calls you Abu’l-Hasan,
O young of years, O tender of body.” Upon him be the Glory
of God....
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AB09936

AB09538

To: Father of Abdu’l-Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou who gazest toward God!

In these days when the people of the world are veiled by the
most great veils and occupied with the affairs of heedlessness
and deprived of the reality of the wisdom underlying the
creation of Adam, these destitute ones are sheltered beneath
the ancient canopy, have attained the most abundant portion
and reached the greatest share, are seated upon the throne of
bounty and established upon the cushions of grace. Praise be
unto Him, and again praise be unto Him, for this mighty favor
and manifest munificence. “And We desire to show favor unto
those who were brought low in the land and to make them
spiritual leaders and to make them the inheritors.”
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AB09936

To: Aqa Suhrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O thou servant at the Threshold! Give thanks unto God that
thou hast been enabled to render a service at the Divine Court
and to keep watch at the Merciful Threshold. If thou wert to
know what a bounty thou hast attained and what a mercy thou
hast received, thou wouldst spread thy wings and, through
the intensity of thy joy and gladness, soar unto the Divine
Kingdom.
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AB09805

AB10224

To: Aga Dayi Ali (Mazgan)
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O Ali, upon you be the Glory of God! Praise God that in
this Most Great Cycle you have arrived upon the shore of the
sea of oneness and entered the holy rose-garden of the love of
God. The divine favors bestowed upon His loved ones are like
a boundless ocean in surge and motion, but the shores and
beaches of contingent existence do not have the capacity to
receive this mighty wave. Therefore these waves reach the gulf
of the Kingdom and become manifest in that realm.

And the Glory be upon you.

8§l o8 o Al ade o BT Ol
PR ORNEPSSALE BT R BE
QQ&M&\;&\C,;;J.G&Kjg
zr 2O gk on il G 55 4l
Conny O £ 1152 5 ol g oS Oloms
gl el o 13 5,10 i e o Uy
syt o OF )3 5 dr e & Ko

Sde Ly

INBA13:091, MMK3#039 p.025x

ABO09805

To: Zahra sister of Aqa Mirza Asadullah
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O handmaiden of God! Raise the hand of supplication and
entreaty to the threshold of the All-Glorious and pray: “O
peerless God! Grant me shelter beneath the shade of the Tree
of Thy providence, and bestow upon me a dwelling and refuge
in the shadow of the palm tree of hope. Sweeten my taste with
the delicate, fresh-plucked fruit, and grant me firmness and
steadfastness in Thy mighty Cause.”
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AB10352

To: Mother of Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

O handmaiden of God! Today, although in the eyes of the s aly %f\ fiﬁ\ 2 Lol (-}:5\ Al !
heedless andd{)roud one? thf handmaiienshof the M((;st Merciful (w, Kyl 2 0dd _phno (S 5 bl lss)
may outwardly appear lowly, I swear by the Most Great Name A L .

X5 (pe
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glorious. Their rank and station is exalted in the sight of God. G SVl e OUC{% 30
If you but knew how precious you are at the Threshold of i)“ BIRTIN PEN RN SR s
Oneness, you would be overwhelmed with joy and soar to the G 5o Jo OS85 S of A s
Kingdom of glory.
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AB10429

To: Falamarz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

1 O servant of the Threshold of God! Behold in these days the s L&slas alaz ol o )5 fody (I 1
bounty of the Lord, that ones like you and me are blessed and  l.| s 5 o Aile s fﬂ )gj 0y o
fortunate at this blessed Threshold, while the religious leaders — oluze 4 Ol gws o e o) W g el B
and mujtahids are far removed, blind, and banished from the . . SR
court. Though we are but thorns, we are from the garden of et ﬂ)l’ A
God, and though we are without means and station, we are
wanderers in His wilderness.
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AB11518

To: Muhammad Qasim Khan Baydai, in Shiraz
Date: 1895-Aug or <

...the all-mighty Covenant, the like of which the sacred Dispen-
sations of the past have never witnessed...

GPB.239x

AB11044

To: Ustad Husayn et al.
Date: 1895-Oct-19+

O my Lord and my Hope! These are Thy servants and hand-
maidens who have turned unto the Kingdom of Thy mercy,
and have supplicated the Realm of Thy divine Oneness, and
have clung to the hem of the robe of Thy grandeur, and have
held fast to the borders of the garment of Thy love.

O Lord! Open unto them the gates of blessing and grant
them from every fruit. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the
All-Bestowing.
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AB01456

Date: 1895 ca.

Every season hath its own condition. Every place hath its own
beauties. In the time of spring the blossoming of the wilder-
ness gives loving pleasure. It is a joy to look upon the flowers
blooming in the garden. Our ears are charmed by listening
to the jocund voices of song birds. Our nostrils delight in the
fresh sweetness of thyme and mint, in the fragrance of flower-
ing jasmine, and of hyacinth. We enjoy the delicious fruits, as
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of the delectable paradise. All these are welcomed with love
and joy in the season of spring.

But, in the season of falling leaves, it is well to seek shelter and
rest within a house. In the time of winter a small room in the
simplest dwelling is desired. To retreat into a peaceful cell is
a longing.

Now, because it is the day of separation, and the time of mourn-
ing, the fire of anxiety is flaming; the heat of burning sorrow
is, as it were, shrivelling up the universe! The calamities of my
family are beyond endurance, and the troubles of those sor-
rowful leaves (sister, wife, daughters) are without end. From
all directions the arrows of hardship are being showered upon
them, like rain-drops in spring, and the spears of the unfaithful
are being hurled upon them without ceasing. The breezes of
peace are being cut off in every direction, so that to breathe
is impossible. Eyes are weeping bitter tears. Hearts are sore
wounded. With hidden wounds are they smitten, Lamenta-
tions rend the soul, and the shaft of grief, piercing through all
our hearts, joins them together.

This must needs be, for the Sun of the world has gone down
below the horizon! On the table of His departure is set out
every kind of harmful viand, and every kind of death-dealing
poison! Verily the table of disaster is spread with every imag-
inable food!

Oh, family of this sorrowful one, all is sacrifice. No pleasure is
desired by you. I know your sorrows.

The Mufti may be asked to chant the Marriage Chant at the
Holy Shrine on Sunday.

CHH.113-114, BLO_ PN#022

AB01532

To: Aga Mirza Ali Asghar near the village of Mulla Bagir
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who hast been guided to the straight path! The earth
hath been illumined by the light of its Lord, and the hori-
zons have shone with the dawning of guidance from the hori-
zon of Iraq. The gardens have been adorned by beholding
the Beauty of the All-Merciful, and the meadows have turned
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green through the outpourings of the clouds of divine knowl-
edge. The pools have overflowed with the waves of the ocean of
certitude, and existence hath been revived by holy fragrances
wafting from the court of bounty. The breezes of God have
passed, quickening all contingent being with the spirit of the
All-Merciful, while the heedless are in manifest loss and the
deprived in evident debasement. Therefore give thanks to
thy Generous Lord for this great bounty, in that He hath
guided thee to this sweet, pleasant and flowing spring, illu-
mined thy sight with the witnessing of lights, expanded thy
breast through the outpourings of mysteries, and admitted
thee beneath the shade of the Ultimate Lote Tree. So glory
be to my Most Glorious Lord!

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O seeker of divine good-pleasure! Some souls have not under-
stood a word from the Divine Book yet call themselves leaders
of the world. They have not tasted a drop from the ocean of
inner meanings yet count themselves the greatest sea of divine
mysteries. They write “”Amr” with an alif and “akifun” as
“afikun”, yet consider themselves the dawning-place of names
and attributes. Even stranger than this, some foolish ones fol-
low them seeking the means of life and salvation. And this
Most Great Revelation, despite manifesting with such power
that the kingdom of existence was astounded and all tongues
spoke its praise and glory, for forty years the learned and dis-
tinguished of all the world and the most erudite of nations
would present themselves in the Most Holy Court, each asking
about the most abstruse divine questions and the most diffi-
cult philosophical matters, and all received convincing answers,
such that all acknowledged and still acknowledge the waves of
knowledge from the presence of the All-Glorious. Beyond this,
there was an ocean of verses surging from the pure mouth.
Despite all this, they imagined a limited drop comparable to
this Most Great Ocean, and considered a lost particle equal to
the Pre-existent Sun. If only they had been content with this
much! But they thought what they thought, and turned away
and showed pride before the Lord of all worlds.
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ABO01711

To: Ghulam Ali, in Kashan
Date: 1895 ca.

O wanderer in the path of the Friend! The letter addressed
to Aqa Mahdi was noted and read. Praise be to God that
it indicated steadfastness and firmness in the Cause of God
and the hearts being stirred by the fragrances of God. And
this befits one like you - be an excellent example among the
loved ones of God and a perfect model among the trustees of
God, speaking His praise, diffusing His fragrances, exalting His
words and proclaiming His verses.

During your journey you had arranged to meet with a certain
cleric who is among the followers of Yahya and lives in one
of the villages around Kashan, and some others are around
him as well. After that you wrote nothing about this matter.
Our purpose is that the proof be completed for all from every
direction. Although the divine proof was completed on the
first day of the Manifestation, yet completion is of two kinds -
completion through justice and completion through grace. He
should arise to investigate and come here. However, now we,
looking to divine grace, are thinking of him and beseech God
that through His preceding mercy and subsequent bounty He
may cause him to enter the divine law. For his true condition
is known - that the Cause has become obscure to him, not that
he has any particular ulterior motive. Just as there were souls
on the plain of Karbala who did not know with what blessed
Soul they were contending, and likewise imagined they were
defending the truth.

In any case, convey to all the loved ones of God the Most
Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings from this ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
And write down the names of those who are aflame with the fire
of the love of God who are in the utmost degree of attraction
from Qamsar and Kashan, so that letters may be sent.

1 Abdu’l-Baha

And this servitude is the most glorious gem that shines at the
center of creation and through it I glory in the kingdom of
existence. In any case, the servant is servant and the Lord is
Lord. If you address this servant, cry out with your soul “O
‘Abdu’l-Baha” so that you may make my soul a rose garden
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and my face radiant. And the Glory be upon you and upon all
who address me as ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB01764

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Iran
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who art tested in the path of God! Thy written leaf was
unfurled and observed with careful gaze. Its contents caused
the utmost bewilderment and extreme distress, for they indi-
cated the sorrow in the heart of that wanderer in the wilderness
of the love of God and revealed the grief and tears of that one
enamored with the beauty and perfection of the exalted Lord.

This sorrow and anguish arose from the command to depart
from the land of Ta, for some had mistakenly supposed that,
God forbid, some failing had occurred on your part and for this
reason the command was given to proceed to the land of Kha.
Glory be to God! You were engaged in spreading the divine
fragrances in the land of Ta and striving to exalt the Word of
God - what failing is this, which is among the holy results of
the Day when the Trumpet is blown!

In any case, the purpose of traveling from the land of Ta and
proceeding to the land of Kha involved consummate divine
wisdom, which if you become aware of it, you will soar in flight
from excessive joy. Soon you will witness the manifest effects
of this matter and acknowledge that this command issued forth
only from my intense love for you, my great yearning for you,
and my abundant ardor for your sincerity in the Cause of God.

In any case, proceeding to the land of Kha was intended as a
passing through certain places, not as a permanent stay, fol-
lowed by proceeding to the intended land. However, do not en-
ter any place that would cause commotion. Rather, like morn-
ing breezes and flower fragrances, pass through and traverse
and pervade, that the nostrils of seekers may be perfumed.

5 In this journey you must be characterized by enthusiasm and
occupation, humility and gentleness of disposition, attraction
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and burning ardor, devotion and supplication and entreaty at
the gate of Oneness in the Center of Glory, submissiveness and
humility, and exposition and explanation. By My life! Then
will the hosts of the Most Glorious Kingdom assist you and the
people will become firm in God’s covenant and God’s testament

with such firmness that violent tempests shall not shake them.
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AB05695

To: Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Mamagan
Date: 1895 ca.

O ornament of the assured ones and delight of the eyes of the
seekers! The world is in tumult and ferment, and humanity is
intoxicated and bewildered. But their aims and conditions are
different and diverse - one is inebriated from the overflowing
divine cup, while another is drunk and proud from the wine of
vanity. Some are dancing and rejoicing from the eternal wine
of recognition, while others are unconscious and suffering from
the deadly poison of heedlessness and error. In any case, praise
be to God that you are surging and seething like the sea of the
love of God, and like one drunk from the wine of the knowledge
of God, you are unconscious and bewildered. Therefore, take
this spiritual cup in hand and enter every divine gathering and
say:

“QO Cupbearer, from the unseen realm of eternity cast aside the
veil from Thy face,

That I may drink the eternal wine from the beauty of the
Creator”

1 And upon you and upon every steadfast and firm one be glory.
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AB06513

To: Muhammad Kazim Naraqi
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances wafting from the
Kingdom of Abhal

In this luminous morn when the rays of the All-Merciful’s light
have illumined and brightened the horizons of existence, and
the clouds of the bounties of the Abha Kingdom have watered
both the unseen and seen realms, some souls, like blessed and
goodly soil, have received benefit from this greatest bounty
and brought forth growth, while other souls, like barren and
unwholesome earth, have remained deprived. Ask thou of God
that the Hand of Divine Power, which transmutes the essence
of things, may transform these barren lands into blessed and
goodly soil, and these thorny fields of estrangement into rose
gardens of faithfulness. May He make these deprived souls in-
timate with the pavilion of mysteries, for His all-encompassing
power can turn thorns into roses, dust into fragrant hyacinths,
drops of water into gleaming pearls, and hard rock into pre-
cious gems.
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MK T8.220
AB06037
To: Khadijih Sabbagh, in Tihran
Date: 1895 ca.
O handmaid of the Lord! Al

Praised be God, the Pure. He hast raised from the weak sub-
stance of the female sex some women imbued with such pow-
erful and significant realities that men envy them and heroes
strive in vain to emulate their example. In steadfastness, they
were like the immovable mountain, and in firmness and per-
severance they were the unshaken foundation. This is due to
the great power of God which hast caused the feeble part to
appear with supreme might, while many a man appear in the
garb of a woman.
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It behooveth thee as a man of the field to offer praise to the
God of Purity, and convey Abha greetings on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to all the handmaidens of the Merciful and say: By the
Ancient Beauty that in the Illumined Shrine I am engaged in
remembering you all and beseeching confirmations from God.
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AB07109

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward Him by Whose light
the earth and heavens were illumined!

Your brother, Aqa Muhammad-Rida, at all times circles the
Supreme Concourse and in the gatherings of divine intimacy is
occupied with your mention and is familiar with the attractions
of the holy fragrances. Would that everyone had such a brother
who spent his lifetime in the love of God and in the presence
of His meeting, and now circles the radiant shrine, holding fast
to God’s Covenant.

And such a loving and kind one who, in this morning despite
numerous occupations, like a boundless ocean engaged this ser-
vant in mentioning you and your mother and sister.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant.
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AB06586

To: Sister of Ali Isfahani, in Tihran
Date: 1895 ca.

O maidservant of God! I hope that through the grace and
bounty of the Intended Lord and the Sovereign of the unseen
and seen, He will raise up women who will be manifest signs of
this Most Great Revelation and evident standards among the
nations. In character, manner and conditions may they become
the essence of sanctification, and in aspects of the love of God
become a kindling flame. In remembrance and utterance may
they become an endless ocean, and in the essence of expression
may they open an eloquent and fluent tongue.

Be not saddened by the delay in reply. You are unaware of the
multitude of occupations of this servant. If you were to receive
even a little news of it, you would excuse me.

And upon you be glory and upon every maidservant who is
firm in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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AB07625

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab et al.,
Date: 1895 ca.

in Mamaqan

O fair-minded souls! You are those concerning whom it hath
been said “whom the blame of the blamer does not hold back
from God.” Through pure innate nature you have turned to
the luminous Beauty and have uttered “I have turned my face
toward Him Who hath created the heavens and the earth, being
upright, and I am not of the idolaters.” Blessed are ye, then
blessed are ye!

We beseech the Sacred Threshold that, by virtue of your faith
and certitude, He may also cause your late father to enter His
paradise of good-pleasure - and this is not difficult for God to
accomplish. How many a son hath become the cause of his
father’s forgiveness in this Most Great Cycle!
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And the glory be upon you.
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AB07476

To: Mirza Diya son of Husayn Huda, in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1895 ca.

O Light shining in the niche of guidance! Although in language
“light” (nur) means “radiance” (diya) and “radiance” means
“light” - that is, the words are synonymous and the meanings
concordant - yet in the Qur’an it states “We made the sun a
radiance and We made the moon a light,” describing radiance
as the effect of the sun and light as the effect of the moon.

Therefore, since your name is Diya (Radiance) and “names
descend from heaven,” God willing you shall be a manifest sign
of the Sun of Reality and a brilliant ray from the Luminary at
the zenith of oneness, so that through the aid and favor of the
All-Merciful you may illumine both East and West. And this
is not difficult for His grace and generosity.
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AB12519
To: Muhammad Hasan brother of Muhammad Rida, in Tihran
Date: 1895 ca.
O thou who art firm in the Words of God! A O By sl

It is morning, and a hundred thousand troubles, difficulties,
matters, hardships and tribulations lie before me that must be
attended to and resolved by my own self. Yet I have put all
these aside and am occupied with thoughts of thee and engaged
in penning this letter. Therefore, give thanks to the Ancient
Beauty, Who hath brought such a mighty ocean of affection
and love into motion that its waves reach from the furthermost
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ABO7875

western lands to the eastern shore, and from the most distant
eastern shore to the western point. His is the praise and His
the thanks for this, and the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08038

To: Naraqi, Habibullah father of Ali
Date: 1895 ca.

O Habib! Although time is short and the heart is afflicted with
a hundred thousand hardships in this world full of color and
scent - for each of the deprived ones raises objections against
those admitted to the private chamber of Truth, and each of
the heedless and foolish ones makes attacks upon the lovers of
the Countenance of the Beloved - there are a hundred thousand
different sects in the world, each with a sword in hand and a
snare in grasp, and these grateful birds are beneath that sharp
blade and caught in this trap. Despite all this, consider the
love of the heart, that I am aflame with thoughts of you.
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ABO7875

To: mother of Muhammad Ali Kashani Nanih Aqa, in Tihran
Date: 1895 ca.

O handmaiden of God! Although outwardly you were not
blessed with attaining His presence and did not appear before
Him, yet you were the recipient of the Ancient Beauty’s favor
and were regarded by the Most Great Name’s eye of loving-
kindness.

Your honored son Aqga Muhammad-Rida has repeatedly at-
tained the presence of God on your behalf, and now as your
representative circles round the Holy Shrine. Divine good-
pleasure lies in this, and praise be to God, you achieved it.
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upon you be the Glory.
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AB09155

To: Aqga Asadullah Ansari Maraghihi
Date: 1895 ca.

O lion of the field of sacrifice! The excellence of beasts of prey 5 Nys Sl 1lpd 16 Ol dwl (o
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freedom from attachments, their generosity, their servitude and
their oneness. Therefore, as thou art a lion of these meadows . N =
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destruction, to be a luminous lamp and not a world-consuming Al G 6 oS CI’L“
fire, to become a brilliant star and not a dominant demon.
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AB09492

To: Mashhadi Ahmad (Ivughli), in Sirjan
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who art longing for the Beloved of the horizons! There i OBlie olail ] Ca Blie sl
are many lovers and yearning ones — that is to say, claimants A5G Gsbas Gl RCSTRg| C,L:,_L
— but they found not their way to the chamber of the Beloved. -, G L g Ny KAA y A
They spoke and they heard, yet they reached not their goal. |, 3Lk oS ollake Jbys s 313
But thou hast found thy way to the private sanctuary of the s e by @bk ol
Friend and gained admittance to the court of the King of the

Kingdom, and hastened with all thy soul, and recognized the

compassionate Beloved.
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2 This recognition is the greatest bounty of the All-Merciful.
There is no worse calamity than lack of recognition. There-
fore give thanks and offer praise.

And upon thee be the glory, and upon all who are steadfast in
the Covenant of God.
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AB10082

To: Muhammad Jafar Ansari, in Maraghih
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who art enkindled through the love of God!

In this great age, when the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom
have encompassed all things and the breaths of holiness have
revived the senses of all spiritual souls, make thou a mighty
endeavour to become the manifestation of the signs of divine
unity, and the dawning place of the mysteries of His singleness.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty and bear witness by the Greatest
Name that the hosts of the Abha Kingdom, like unto encircling
waves, come rank upon rank unceasingly to our aid.
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AB10122

To: Muhammad Rida Ansari, in Maraghih
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou with thy gaze fixed firm upon the Kingdom!

2 Beseech God to grant His aid and His assistance that thou
mayest shine like the morning star above the horizon of this
world and may become as musk-laden, fragrant and life-giving
as the breezes of dawn.
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Shouldst thou desire true and eternal felicity, strive then to
exert thyself in the arena of service, and if thou dost seek per-
petual glory, rise up now and strike the ball of the moment
with the polo-stick of action!
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AB09812

To: Wife of Muhammad Jafar, in Maraghih
Date: 1895 ca.

O handmaid of God! The grace and bounty of the Sovereign
of existence has reached such a degree that in this Most Great
Cycle women have been raised up who, in recognition, certi-
tude, utterance and explanation, have won the palm of victory
from men and have been so gathered beneath the all-embracing
Word that they have become the manifestation of most won-
drous signs. The Glory be upon thee.
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AB10088

To: Ali son of Aqa Bayk (Urumiyyih), in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1895 ca.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward God! Though the
darkness of night be intense and conducive to heedlessness, yet
the prayers at dawn and the recitation of Holy Writings are
signs of the Day of Resurrection.

2 Therefore, when thou art engaged at daybreak in the remem-
brance of the All-Merciful with the most melodious of tunes,
thou wilt find a new spirit and witness fresh confirmations.

How beloved is awareness at dawn! How desirable is wakeful-
ness at daybreak!
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Study guide to this volume

The letters, prayers, and addresses of this volume belong to the third year of ‘Abdu‘l-Baha’s ministry
as the Center of the Covenant, and they bear throughout the double pressure of bereavement
and consolidation. Baha‘u‘lldh’s ascension is still recent enough to be felt as an open wound;
the community’s mourning is a living pastoral reality rather than a settled historical fact. Yet
the dominant movement in the volume is emphatically forward: grief is converted into summons,
affliction into curriculum, and loss into the fuel for renewed proclamation. Addressees include
individual believers across Persia and the Middle East, families of martyrs and prisoners, a society
established for the exaltation of the Word of God, women’s communities, and travelers who have
been unable to complete pilgrimage to ‘Akka. The genres span intimate elegy, communal prayer,
administrative counsel, and lyrical celebration. Across all of them, three interlocking themes recur:
the reinterpretation of suffering as a school of fidelity, the spiritual precedence of devoted women
in this dispensation, and the urgency of organized service now that the unveiled Sun has set and
the lamps of individual believers must supply the light.

The Ascension as School: Sacred Suffering and the Art of Servitude

Key Passages

The resplendent Beauty of the Almighty, the radiant Sun of the Realm of Glory, hath
arisen above the horizon of the world, shedding the lights of sanctity upon both East and
West. Though possessed of immortal glory and holiness, that hallowed Being endured
manifold trials and tribulations and accepted every affliction and calamity. He tasted
deadly poison from every cup and drank bitter venom from every chalice. He was bound
in chains and fetters and held in iron shackles. In the dungeon, His companions were
criminals, and His associates transgressors and evildoers. His one and only purpose in
accepting such trials and tribulations for His blessed Self was to instruct the lovers in
the ways of love and teach the longing souls the art of servitude. — ABO00738

Given these trials and tribulations of the Blessed Beauty—may my life be a ransom for
the earth ennobled by the footsteps of His loved ones—can we yearn for any greater gift
than affliction in His path? Can we seek any balm other than a wound suffered for His
sake, or any remedy except pain itself? Can we wish for any refuge save moments of
fear, or any haven other than occasions of abasement? Can we hasten to any field but
the arena of sacrifice, or desire any solace for our souls save the blade of tyranny? Nay,
by Him Whose might extendeth over all things! — ABO00738
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Although the dark clouds of sorrows have encompassed the horizons of contingent being,
and the waves of grief and deprivation have reached the highest zenith, and the winds
of hardship have blown from every direction, and earthquakes have shaken the pillars
of existence and the foundations of the seen and unseen worlds, yet this is the time
for sacrificing one’s life and the moment for intoxication with the divine wine. One
must become pure like the essence of sanctity from every defilement and become swift
in the path of God. In this field one must gallop the steed of high endeavor, wield the
polo-mallet of zeal and snatch away the ball of divine bestowal. — ABO01500

Context for Study

The theological move at the heart of AB0O0738 is one of the most audacious in the entire Baha‘i
corpus: it asserts that Baha‘u‘llah’s sufferings were pedagogical rather than merely redemptive.
He endured tribulation “to instruct the lovers in the ways of love and teach the longing souls the
art of servitude” — making the Manifestation the primary exemplar of a form of life that every
believer is invited to emulate. This moves beyond the classical Christian account of vicarious
atonement (where Christ suffers instead of humanity) toward something closer to the Eastern
Orthodox understanding of theosis (deification through participation in divine life). The Persian
poetry tradition from which ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé draws provides the imagery: the polo-mallet and ball
of AB01500 are stock Sufi figures for the sovereign play of divine grace, appearing prominently in
Rum1’s Mathnawi, where the ball of the heart is struck by the mallet of love and sent rolling across
the field of existence. What ‘Abdu‘l-Baha adds to this metaphor is its application to an historical
crisis: the community’s grief is real, the “dark clouds” are genuine, and the proper response is
acceleration into service rather than passive mourning. This is not an insistence that grief be
suppressed but rather that it be transmuted into energy. The theodicy implied is close to the
Jewish concept of yisurim shel ahavah (suffering of love), where tribulation is read as a sign of
divine attention and election rather than punishment.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the claim that Baha‘u‘llah’s suffering was “to instruct the lovers in the ways of love”
reframe the Baha‘{ understanding of the Manifestation’s role? Where does this interpretation
converge with, and where does it challenge, Christian atonement theology?

2. The series of rhetorical questions in AB00738 (“Can we yearn for any greater gift than afflic-
tion?”) deliberately inverts ordinary desire. Compare this inversion with the Beatitudes of
the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-12), with the Sufi magam (station) of contentment
(rida), and with the Stoic amor fati (love of fate). What distinguishes the Bahd‘i valuation
from each?

3. AB01500 counsels that the moment of greatest sorrow is precisely the moment for greatest
action. How does this counsel relate to the psychology of grief, and what theological anthro-
pology of the human will underlies it?

4. The polo metaphor in AB01500 images the believer as an athlete of the spirit in active compe-
tition. What does this athletic metaphor assume about the relationship between inner states

and outward effort? How does it compare with Paul’s running metaphor in 1 Corinthians
9:24-277
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5. How might a community distinguish between the spiritual ideal of welcoming affliction in
God’s path and the pathological idealization of suffering, self-harm, or institutional abuse?
What guardrails does the Baha‘i teaching provide?

Women as Spiritual Pioneers: Precedence, Steadfastness, and the
New Dispensation

Key Passages

How many women have, in the path of God, seized the ball of precedence and advance-
ment from men in the arena of firmness and steadfastness. In the Mosaic Dispensation,
Asiyih shone forth from the horizon of steadfastness with a radiant countenance, and
in the Dispensation of the Spirit, Mary Magdalene, after the ascension of the Beauty
of Jesus, arose with such firmness and steadfastness that she perfumed the horizons
with the fragrances of the love of God. Indeed, this pride of men opened her tongue
in such counsel, guidance and direction that, in truth, through divine confirmation she
manifested the white hand and became the cause of steadfastness and enkindlement of
the apostles. — ABO04653

Esther was a woman; when she was favoured with pure intent and turned her gaze
unto the Lord, what services she was enabled to render! Now behold the tomb of this
woman of noble birth, and consider the myriads of mighty kings who ruled over Persia,
Transoxania, and other countries in the world. Neither name nor fame nor trace doth
remain of any of those kings; all have faded into utter nothingness and have been utterly
abased. Yet, as this woman who was the pride of all men drew a breath in the path
of the All-Merciful, the influence of her actions still endureth, and her name is, to this
day, mentioned amongst the loved ones of God. — AB02482

Context for Study

The argument for women’s spiritual precedence in AB04653 and AB02482 operates on two distinct
levels. The first is historical exemplarism: ‘Abdu‘l-Baha marshals a cross-dispensational gallery of
women — Asiyih (Pharaoh’s wife who saved Moses), Mary Magdalene, and Esther — each of whom
performed decisive acts of faithfulness at precisely the moment when male leadership faltered or
perished. In all three cases, the women’s primacy is post-ascension or post-catastrophic: Asiyih
at the moment of Moses’ extreme danger, Mary Magdalene after the crucifixion and before the
apostles’ confidence was restored, Esther when the Jewish people faced annihilation. The second
level is theological: the endurance of Esther’s name while the names of kings have vanished makes
a point about the economy of spiritual significance. Power secured through political domination
fades with the institution that upheld it; power secured through a “breath drawn in the path
of the All-Merciful” accumulates spiritual interest across centuries. This is a compact theology
of history, suggesting that the significant actors are rarely those whom contemporaries regard as
significant. Islamic tradition already honored Khadijah and Fatimih as model women of faith; the
Gospel of John gives Mary Magdalene priority in witnessing the Resurrection; rabbinic tradition
exalts Esther, Miriam, Deborah, and Ruth as prophetesses. ‘Abdu‘l-Bahéd’s move is to gather these
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cross-traditional precedents into an argument for structural equality and to assert that in this
dispensation, “certain steadfast devoted women have appeared as firm as immovable mountains.”

Questions for Reflection

1.

How does ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé’s use of Mary Magdalene as the exemplar of post-ascension steadfast-
ness compare with Mary Magdalene’s role in Gnostic texts such as the Gospel of Mary, and
with her rehabilitation in recent Catholic theology after centuries of misidentification? What
does his reading recover or emphasize that the tradition has often suppressed?

The argument from Esther’s enduring fame versus the forgetting of kings implies a specific
theology of historical significance. Compare this with Tolstoy’s historiography in War and
Peace, where anonymous acts of faithfulness accumulate into historical force, against the
delusory agency of Napoleons and emperors.

. AB04653 says Mary Magdalene “manifested the white hand” — a phrase from the Mosaic

context (Exodus 4:6) applied to a Christian figure. What does this inter-prophetic attribution
reveal about ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s hermeneutical method?

. The criterion of spiritual precedence here is steadfastness at the moment of crisis, especially

after a Manifestation’s passing. What does this criterion suggest about the relationship
between spiritual capacity and institutional privilege? How might contemporary religious
communities apply this standard?

. How does the teaching that women have, in this dispensation, “appeared as firm as immovable

mountains” relate to the Baha‘i principle of the equality of women and men? Is the argument
here about equal capacity, or about the particular historical moment calling forth particular
virtues?

Elegy and Consolation: The Theology of Death and the Abha King-
dom

Key Passages

O my God, my Beloved, the Ultimate Goal of my hopes, the End of my desires, my
Refuge and my Shelter! This is an Afnan from among the twigs of the Tree of Your
Singleness, and a tender branch from among the offshoots of the Tree of Your Oneness.
He attained recognition of Your Beauty through Your divine Word and was honored
to enter the pavilions of Your grandeur through the holy favors of Your eternality. He
drank a brimming cup of the wine of bounty from the hand of the Cup-bearer of Your
love, and was stirred by the life-giving breezes that revive worn bones in the garden of
Your knowledge. — AB12122

My God, my God! Through Your inevitable decree and ordained destiny You have
ordained the ascension of pure and holy souls who are the pillars of Your Faith and
the Hands of Your Cause, and You have tried us with their afflictions and tribulations
morning and evening. By Your might! My back is bent, my sight weakened, my heart
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melted, my strength broken, my hair whitened, and my head aflame from the succession
of calamities and the sequence of tribulations. Therefore raise me up to You and cause
me to ascend to Your pure threshold, for I have no patience after this nor any endurance
with this. — AB12122

Although the people of the pavilion of the All-Merciful received this grief with weeping
eyes and burning, anguished hearts, and the company of God’s loved ones found not a
moment’s rest from sighs, moans, lamentations and grief, in such circumstances conso-
lation is difficult. Yet since that bird of the garden of immortality has winged its flight
to the heavenly realms of the Abha Kingdom, and that nightingale of the garden of
Baha has ascended to the divine Paradise of the Supreme Concourse, your honor must
console all the branches of the Tree and comfort them. — ABO01863

Context for Study

The prayer for Mirza Ibrahim Afnan (AB12122) is one of the most personally revealing texts in
the volume. Its closing cry — “my back is bent, my sight weakened, my heart melted, my strength
broken” — punctures the official register of pastoral consolation with a moment of raw autobio-
graphical grief. This kind of textual rupture, where the consoler confesses his own inconsolability,
has ancient precedent: the Psalms of Lament (Psalms 22, 42, 88) move between faith and desolation
without resolution; the book of Lamentations articulates communal devastation in the first person;
the Prophet Jeremiah curses the day of his birth (Jeremiah 20:14-18). What is theologically signif-
icant in AB12122 is that ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s cry arises within a prayer of intercession for the departed
soul — the two registers are held together, not sequential. The consoling framework of the Baha‘i
vision of death is offered explicitly: the departed has “drunk from the cup of bounty,” has “re-
sponded to Your call,” has “soared to the paradise of Your eternity.” But this framework does not
dissolve the grief; it holds it. The nightingale and rose-garden imagery of AB01863 performs the
same double work: even as it affirms the beauty of the ascent, it acknowledges that “consolation is
difficult.” This honesty about the limits of consolation distinguishes the Bah&‘i theology of death
from easier spiritualizations that deny grief its proper weight.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the closing cry of AB12122 (“raise me up to You... for I have no patience after
this”) function theologically within a prayer of intercession? Compare with the laments of
the Psalms, with Paul’s desire “to depart and be with Christ” (Philippians 1:23), and with
the Sufi concept of longing for annihilation (shawq al-fana®).

2. The prayer describes the departed as one who “asked You to guard him from the arrows of
allusions” — an unmistakable reference to Covenant-breaking. What does this prayer reveal
about the spiritual dangers that threatened the Afnan branches in this period?

3. ABO01863 insists that consolation must be offered even when it is “difficult” What is the
ethical obligation of those who have experienced their own grief to console others? How does

this compare with the rabbinic principle that one mourner should not be consoled until the
dead is buried (Pirkei Avot-based tradition)?
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4. The language of birds and rose-gardens in AB01863 belongs to the Persian poetic tradition
of the bilbul (nightingale) and the gul (rose). How does the appropriation of this poetic code
for the theology of death transform both the poems and the theology?

5. How does the Baha‘i vision of death as the soul’s “ascent to the Abha Kingdom” relate to the
philosophical problem of personal identity after death? In what sense can a departed soul be
said to receive a prayer offered on its behalf?

Organizing the Post-Ascension Community: Society, Gathering,
and Teaching

Key Passages

O birds of the divine garden, it is time to soar and sing with the most wondrous
melodies upon the branches of existence. In this divine garden, sing like sacred doves
and firmly gird up the loins of endeavor to exalt the Word of God, that ye may become
the dawning-place of the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom and the dayspring of the
lights of bounty from the supreme horizon. — ABO01729

The society that has been formed for the exaltation of the Word of God — we beseech
with utmost supplication from the Court of Divine Unity that it may be confirmed with
heavenly confirmations and be regarded with the eye of loving-kindness. How excellent
is the reward of the doers! How excellent is the reward of the believers! We hope that
divine society will, God willing, become the dawning-place of the signs of unity and the
dayspring of the lights of confirmation of the Glorious Lord. — ABO01729

In any case, this is a mighty day and the century and age of the Lord, the Gracious
One. Tumult and clamor are raised from all directions, and fragrances from all regions
are spreading and diffusing. The breezes of God’s love are wafting from every horizon,
and wonderous signs are appearing from all quarters. Furthermore, perhaps in those
regions some hints of doubts may subtly and secretly waft, and some may secretly make
insinuations. Great care and caution are needed so that no breach occurs in the mighty
fortress of God’s Cause. And make all firm in the Covenant and Testament. —
ABO01591

Context for Study

ABO01729 marks one of the earliest Baha‘i references to a formally constituted “society for the exalta-
tion of the Word of God,” and its dual character — simultaneously a blessing for the new institution
and a call to its members to become spiritual exemplars — reveals much about ‘Abdu‘l-Baha’s un-
derstanding of the relationship between individual transformation and collective organization. The
contrast between the bird metaphor and the institutional blessing is instructive: the individual is
addressed as a nightingale whose singing is its nature; the society is addressed as an entity that
must aspire to become “the dawning-place of the signs of unity.” The institutional form exists to
serve the individual spiritual impulse, and the individual impulse gives life to the institutional form.
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ABO01591 introduces the other side of this picture: even as the fragrances spread and the signs mul-
tiply, “hints of doubts” are “subtly wafting” and unnamed persons are “making insinuations.” The
warning is simultaneously political (a community must protect its integrity) and spiritual (attention
to subtle destabilization is a form of vigilance). In Christian ecclesiology, the Pauline letters sim-
ilarly combine exhortation to mission (Romans 10:14-15) with warnings about false teachers who
“come among you in sheep’s clothing” (Matthew 7:15). The prophetic tradition of both testaments,
and the Shi‘1 concept of the tagiyya (protective concealment), provide background for the Baha‘i
emphasis on discernment as a spiritual virtue.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s image of the individual believer as a bird whose singing is natural
and organic relate to his parallel call for institutionalized societies? Is there a tension between
spontaneous spiritual expression and organized collective action, or do the two require each
other?

2. The blessing for the newly formed society asks that it become the “dawning-place of the signs
of unity.” What does this phrase reveal about the Baha‘i understanding of institutions as
spiritual entities rather than merely administrative ones? How does this compare with the
Catholic theology of the Church as the Body of Christ, or with Rousseau’s concept of the
general will as a moral entity distinct from individual wills?

3. ABO01591 pairs the announcement that “wondrous signs are appearing from all quarters” with
a warning that “hints of doubts” are also spreading. What theological understanding of the
relationship between divine grace and human fragility underlies this simultaneity?

4. The phrase “make all firm in the Covenant and Testament” closes a letter that also celebrates
the age’s wonder and expansiveness. How do firmness and expansiveness function together
as complementary rather than competing spiritual postures?

5. How should a contemporary Baha‘i community distinguish between legitimate intellectual
questioning and the kind of subtle “insinuations” that AB01591 warns against? What criteria
might a community use to make this distinction faithfully?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The circa-1895 writings show a community poised between the grief of bereavement and the urgency
of mission, between the inward discipline of consolation and the outward discipline of service,
between the intimate world of personal prayer and the emerging architecture of organized Baha‘i
institutional life. The grief is not overcome; it is metabolized into fuel.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If suffering willingly embraced
is “the art of servitude” and the school through which love deepens, what does this
claim demand of a community when bereavement is not individual and private but
communal and structural — when what has been lost is the visible center of the whole
world’s spiritual life?
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