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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907
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II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
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169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
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Introduction to volume 115

This 1896 volume shows the fourth year of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry as a period of intense consolida-
tion under pressure. Its dominant note is unmistakably the Covenant: again and again the friends
are urged to firmness, protected against “doubts,” “allusions,” and “interpretation,” and taught
that steadfastness is now the decisive test of spiritual life. In items such as AB00116, the Covenant
is presented not merely as a defensive response to crisis but as the very means by which the post-
ascension community is to remain united, teach the Cause, and distinguish the clear text from the
insinuations of the violators. Other pieces reinforce the same atmosphere from different angles:
ABO03469 calls the Covenant an impregnable fortress; AB01886 universalizes it across the Bayan,
Qur’an, Torah, and Gospel; and AB12515 speaks in a sharper register, portraying the “people of vi-
olation” as already weighed and found wanting. Read together, these letters make plain how central
the struggle over succession and authority had become by 1896, while also showing ‘Abdu’l-Baha
laboring to transform a moment of acute vulnerability into a theology of steadfastness.

Yet the volume is not confined to internal crisis. It also preserves striking signs of outward expansion
and of the broader civilizational horizon that would increasingly mark ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry.
Most notable is ABU3690, which retrospectively records a dream from 1896 in which Baha’u’llah
announces unprecedented “guests,” interpreted by the Master as the first pilgrims who would come
from America. Even if preserved through a later recollection, it is highly suggestive as the earliest
intimation in this volume of the stream of Western pilgrims that would so alter the trajectory of the
Faith. A second outward-looking strand appears in AB03051, with its bold Christian-apocalyptic
language of the “new Jerusalem” and “Alpha and Omega,” and in AB09117, which imagines Persia
renewed through peace, industry, commerce, and universalized learning, even with assistance from
Europe and America. Alongside these expansive notes stand texts of grief and sacrificial memory,
above all AB00396, the prayer on the five martyrs of Turbat, and AB00330, whose meditation on
saints writing praise “with the ink of their blood” fuses martyrdom with renewed firmness in the
Covenant. The volume therefore stands at a revealing juncture: harrowed by opposition, suffused
with sorrow, yet already opening toward a transregional and ultimately global future.

vii






Contents

AB12515 to Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... ... .. 1
AB11325 to Baha’is of Manshad . . . . . . . . . ... .. 1
ABO05623 to Hasan Khurasani . . . . . . . . .. ... . 2
AB03268 to Haji Muhammad Husayn Shabistari . . . . .. ... ... ... ... . .... 2
ABO02035 . . . 3
ABO03040 to Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran. . . . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... ..... 4
ABO03469 to Ali Akbar Yazdi, in Akka . . . . . . .. ... ... 5
ABO03898 to Haji Abdu’l-Karim Tihrani, in Egypt . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 6
AB04553 to Baha’is of Ishqabad . . . . . . . . . .. ... 7
AB04240 to Aqa Ghulam Husayn . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . 8
ABO05444 to Siyyid Taqi Manshadi, in Akka . . . . . . ... ... .. . L. 9
AB05398 to Aga Mirza Muhammad Ali (Shiraz), in Shin. . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 9
ABO05028 to Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Egypt . . . .. ... ... .. .. 10
ABO05747 to Shaykh Ali Akbar, in Akka . . . . . .. . ... . Lo 11
ABO05933 to Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Egypt . . . . ... ... ... .. 12
ABOS505 . . 12
AB05998 to Haji Muhammad Tahir Qandihari, in Abadih . . . . .. ... ... . ... .. 13
ABO07718 to Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 14
AB09036 to Tabrizi, Husayn (Father of Fatimih Nakhjavani), in Akka . . . ... ... .. 14
AB09678 to Nephew of Aga Mirza Abu-Turab, in Tihran . . . ... ... ... ... ... 15
AB09665 to Mirza Aga Jan Khadimullah . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 15
ABO00330 to Mirza Abdu’llah Khan, in Tihran . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... .... 16
AB06484 to Hasan Khurasani, in Egypt . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. .. 18
AB12680 to Hadrat Jim (Tihran) et al. . . . . .. ... ... ... .. . ... 19
ABO03051 to Baha’is of the United States . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. ...... 20

ix



Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896

ABO01886 to Haji Muhammad Bagqir Nabil Qazvini . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... .... 21
ABO02175 to Aqa Siyyid Jafar . . . . . . ..o 22
ABO02856 to Baha’is of Shiraz . . . . . . . . . . ... 23
ABO05013 to Isa Bayk, in Baku . . . . . . .. ... 24
ABO09680 to Siyyid Hasan Muallim . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . 24
ABOO9132 . . . e 25
AB09968 to Mashhadi Ali Milani, in Ishqabad . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ...... 26
AB12688 to Muhammad Javad Naraqi . . . . . . . . .. ... 26
AB10325 to Mirza Mahmud . . . . . . .. . ... L 27
AB10328 to Nawruz . . . . . . . . . o 27
AB11070 to Rida Quli . . . . . . . . . . . 28
AB09696 to Haji Kazim, in Najafabad . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ........ 28
AB03983 to Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran . . . . . . ... ... .o ... 29
ABI0059 . . . e 29
AB00234 to Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Yazd . . ... ... ... ... ....... 30
ABO00396 to Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aga Nurud-Din), in Yazd . . . . 33
ABO01125 to Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz . . . ... ... .. .. ... .. 35
ABO01769 to Mirza Shukrullah (Shiraz) . . . . .. ... ... ... . L . 36
AB05507 to Abdu’l-Husayn son of Andalib, in Shiraz . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 38
AB09074 to Haji Abdu’l- Karim Pilgrim (Qazvin), in Tabriz . . . . ... ... ... ... 38
AB09374 to Ustad Aqa, in Tihran . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 39
AB01647 to Mahmud Furughi, in Tihran . . . . . .. . ... .. .0 o L oL 39
ABOO281 . . . . 41
ABO00198 to Afnan, Haji Siyyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar . . . . . ... ... ... .... 43
ABO00800 to Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... 47
AB01461 to Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar, in Marv . . . . . ... ... ... 48
AB05447 to Mirza Hubbullah et al., in Tihran . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..... 50
ABO07462 to Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran . . . . . . . ... ... .. .. 50
AB01027 to Nayrizi, Mulla Muhammad Shafi son of Mulla Ali Nagi . . . ... ... ... 51
ABO00880 to Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 53
ABO05491 to Mim Shin Mulk, in Tihran . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ....... 54
ABO09375 to Nephew of Jinab-i Nazir . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... .. ..., 55

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS X



Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896

ABO01392 to Hasan Khurasani . . . . . . . . .. . .. .
ABU3690 to Words to Haji Muhammad-Isma’il-i-Yazdi in 1896 . . . . . . .. ... .. ..
ABO00116 to Burujirdi, Jamal son of Mull Ali Mujtahid, in Tihran . . .. ... ... ...
ABO00111 to Bashir Ilahi, Mirza Aqa (Bashirus-Sultan) et al., in Bushihr . . . . . .. . ..
AB00148 to Burujirdi, Jamal son of Mull Ali Mujtahid, in Tihran . . . ... ... .. ..
AB00150 to Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin) . . . . .. ... ... ... ... .....
ABO00199 to Mirza Abbas, in Tabriz . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ...
AB00282 to Baha'is of Baku (Badkubih) . . . . . ... ... o oo
ABO00392 to Mirza Husayn Zanjani, in Ishqabad . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ...
AB10444 to Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. ... ..
ABO00984 to Baha’is of Rasht . . . . . . . .. ... ..
ABO01501 to Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran . . . . . ... ... ... .......
ABO01499 to Aqa Mirza Aqa, in Yazd . . . . . . . ...
ABO01968 to Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd . . . . ... .. .. ... ... .......
ABO01912 to Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd . . . . . . .. .. .. ... .. ....
AB02571 to Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan . . . . . ... ... ..
AB02917 to Ayadi, Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Tihran) etal. . . .. ... .. ... ..
ABO03369 to Family of Naddaf et al., in Qum . . . . . ... ... ... .. .. .......
ABO03756 to Ali Akbar brother of the martyrs, in Yazd . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ....
ABO05400 to Afnan, Aqa Siyyid Mirza son of Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, in Yazd . .. ... .. ..
AB06106 to Aga Muhammad Javad Qazvini . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...
AB12452 to Wife of the martyr, in Zanjan . . . . . . . .. . ... . Lo
ABO06509 to Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah, in United States . . . . . . ... ... ... ...
ABO07115 to Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. ... .. ..
ABO07205 to Udhra, in Yazd . . . . . . . . . . .
ABO08251 to Mulla Muhammad Naraqgi . . . . . . . . .. .. ... .. ...
ABO08111 to Anvari Yazdi, Siyyid Mihdi son of Muhammad Bagqir Yazdi, in Nayriz

ABO07849 to Afnan, Haji Siyyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar, in Yazd . . . . . ... ... ..
ABO08142 to Aga Siyyid Taqi (Naraq), in Iran . . . . .. ... ... ... . ... .. ...
AB11963 to Baha'is of Ishqabad, in Russia . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. ......
AB08288 to Nush (Bombay) . . . . . . . .. ..
ABO08906 to Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. .. ...

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

xi



AB12599 to Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran . . 96

ABOSG20 . . . . . e 97
AB09801 to Mother of Mirza Bagqir servant of Afnan . . . . . . .. ... ... ....... 97
AB10871 to mother of Muhammad Ali Kashani Nanih Aqa . . . . ... ... ... .... 98
AB11180 to Husayn son of Mirza Baqir or Husayn son of Mirza Baqir . . . ... ... .. 98
AB11202 to Zivar wife of Mirza Baqir Khadim Afnan . . . . ... ... ... ....... 98
AB06702 to Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 99
ABU3721 Words to Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan in 1896-1897 . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... .. 100

Study guide to this volume 101



Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896

AB11325

AB12515

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1896-Feb ca.

O Abu’l-Fadl! Grace hath appeared embodied in the Temple
of the Covenant. Blessed be God, the Best of Creators! The
Balance of Justice hath been set up, while the scales of the
people of violation have become light, and they are in the abyss
of loss, at the lowest of the low.

The Lamp of the Covenant hath been lit in the Niche of the
Horizons, yet those who waver are in great wrath. The Cloud
of Bounty hath been raised up and the Rain of Benevolence
poureth down, yet the people of negligence are in grief and
sorrow at this resurrection.

Leave them in their base depth and in the bottom of a deep pit.
They have made God’s Covenant and His Testament objects of
ridicule and mockery, and they have derided a Text from God.
Soon shall the punishment of a mighty day seize them.
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AB11325

To: Baha’is of Manshad
Date: 1896-Mar-15+

O my God! These are Thy servants who have taken shelter
beneath the tree of Thy oneness and sought refuge in the sanc-
tuary of Thy divine dominion. O Lord! Aid them to win Thy
good pleasure and attract them through Thy sweet-scented
breaths. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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AB03268

AB05623

To: Hasan Khurasani
Date: 1896-Apr-06

...O Pure Lord! Draw near this longtime servant to the
Supreme Horizon and honor this poor servant in the Great
Kingdom. Quench this one who thirsts for favors from the
Ocean of Beneficence, and assist this one who is turned to
the horizon of Oneness with the confirmation of Thy Glorious
Lord. And grant refuge to this wanderer in Thy lane, in the
shelter of Thy aid and bounty, in this world and the next.
Thou art the Generous, the All-Bestowing.
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AB03268

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Shabistari
Date: 1896-Apr-22

O Haji! Seek steadfastness from God. You have surely ob-
served in the Books and Tablets mention of tests and trials.
This servant beseeches the Most Great Unity that you may be
protected and preserved under the shadow of His grace - and
this is not difficult for God.

Now in Tiberias, in this corner of solitude, I am engaged in
remembering you. Consider how much I love you. Guard this
station - nay, hold it dearer than life itself. I swear by the
Educator of existence that the gems of divine creation long for
this station. Pay no attention now that it is not visible - soon
you will witness its effects.

Regarding the expenses that some had written about, I swear
by God that in these days not even a small amount exists.
All matters will be resolved - divine assistance is confirmatory.
Observe how the unseen Hand granted victory and how it swept
away those tyrannical souls there. News of their arrival in
Tabriz was received. In any case, trust in God and cling to His
most pure robe.
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Convey to Aqa Nasrullah, on behalf of this servant, the Most
Wondrous, Most Glorious Greater Greeting. Deliver the en-
closed letter to Sheikh As’ad and always look after him and
keep him satisfied and grateful. What I say is purely for your
good, otherwise this servant has no thought of remaining in
this world. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB02035

To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1896-May-1/4

My God! Thou seest my loneliness and my sorrow and my
regret and my grief and my sighing in this wilderness by reason
of my deprivation from beholding Thy Face and attaining unto
Thy Divine Presence and of my remoteness from Thy most
sublime Threshold and Thy land of unfading splendor and Thy
rich garden. And Thou seest my longing desire and my great
yearning for ascending to the precincts of Thy transcendent
mercy and for the earth to contain my mortal frame neath its
depths lowly before the greatness of Thy Majesty. And Thou
hearest my lamentation and my crying and my wailing in this
immensity praying fervently to Thee and in tears before Thy
mercy that hath preceded all created things.

Thou seest, O Lord, the tears flowing from mine eyes like the
outpouring from the clouds and the fires of my deprivation
flaming like the blazing of a fire that is closing in on the places
of the tree of Ghada and the heart pleading the ardor of its
love and yearning for Thy Most Glorious Kingdom.

Do Thou supply me, O Lord, with the cup of death after Thou
hast made me taste the bitterness of remoteness from Thee.
By Thy Glory, it is most pleasing and sweet and no escape
have I from tribulation and grief except to arrive at the door
of Thy mercy, O Lord of this world and of the next.

O Lord, if Thou didst destine for me remoteness from that most
holy garden round which have circled the Concourse on high,
deny me not the fragrances thereof that perfume the world and

the sweet savors thereof that art diffused in the seven heavens.

Have mercy, O my Lord, upon my sicknesses and upon my
wakefulness and upon my sorrows and upon my burning with
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the flame of my separation and upon my loneliness in my re-
moteness.

5 Do Thou befriend me in my loneliness and rest me from my

bewilderment and deliver me from my torment and rescue me
from my punishment. By Thy Glory, there is no healing for
mine ills nor is there a quenching for my thirst save to perish
in the deserts of separation while consumed with the fire of
longing. Aid me, O Thou Beloved of the world, by Thy gen-
erosity and grace and grant me deliverance by Thy mercy and
ease my difficulties and deliver me from abstruse problems.

O how I long for passing and O how I thirst for drinking deep
of the cup of death, for my bones, O my God, have weakened
and my mortal frame hath been consumed by grievous trials
and tribulations have been successive in secret and in daylight.

Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful the All-Bountiful.
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AB03040

To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Tihran
Date: 1896-May-1/4

My Lord, my Hope, my Refuge and my Trust! With all hu-
mility and contrition I beseech Thy holy Kingdom and the
luminous horizon of Thy mercy to grant this servant a pure
heart, a breast expanded by the outpouring of Thy favors, a
countenance radiant with the lights of Thy mysteries, a sincere
intention in Thy Cause, a spirit at rest through Thy bounty
and beneficence, and a goodly future through Thy grace and
generosity. O Lord! Assist him in that which Thou lovest and
art pleased with. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Bestower.

O servant of God! Your services are known, evident and con-
firmed in the sight of these yearning ones. I beseech God that
He may confirm all your affairs in goodwill toward all the ser-
vants of God, and make you successful in service to the justice-
loving leaders.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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Now is not the time for presence - your services take the place of
presence. You have surely heard the story of ‘Ali ibn Yaqtin,
when they asked His Holiness about the number of pilgrims
that year upon returning from pilgrimage. He said there were
one hundred thousand pilgrims that year, but the only ones
who truly performed the pilgrimage were himself, his camel,
and ‘Ali ibn Yaqtin - even though Ibn Yaqtin was in Basra
as governor on the Day of ‘Arafih. But since he was occupied
with protecting the loved ones of God, this was greater than
pilgrimage. Now since you are engaged in serving the servants
of God and are accustomed to goodwill and excellent services
to the leaders, surely these good deeds have great rewards. And
upon you be glory.
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AB03469

To: Ali Akbar Yazdi, in Akka
Date: 1896-May-14

O you who hold fast to the hem of grace! Your flowing verses
were noted. Their meanings were like a breeze carrying the
fragrance of the love of God, bringing spirit and delight.

Among the signs of the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom
are occupation with the remembrance of God and holding fast
to God’s Covenant and Testament. Praise be to God that you
are occupied day and night with the remembrance of Truth
and are detached from all else.

This divine Covenant is an impregnable fortress and a mighty
stronghold. Whoever enters and holds fast to it is preserved
and protected, fortunate and secure. But whoever takes a step
beyond it, his end shall be manifest loss, his fate like that
of earthworms. Yet transgression from non-transgression is
known only to the One designated, not to every whimsical
person.

Give thanks to God that you hold fast to the hem of grace and
are sheltered in the fortress of the Covenant. Send the Ridvan
ode, for it brings spirit and delight.
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Since you visited the Holy Shrine on behalf of this servant, I
too shall pray on your behalf, God willing, in the night prayer
vigils. I hope both will be accepted at the threshold of the
Blessed Beauty.

; Convey greetings to Jinab-i-Haji and Jinab-i-Aga Mirza

Husayn and the others, upon them be the Glory of God the
Most Glorious.

And glory be upon you and upon all who remain firm in the
Covenant which God took in the world of immortality with the
Supreme Pen.
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AB03898

To: Haji Abdu’l-Karim Tihrani, in Eqypt
Date: 1896-May-14

My God, my God! You are He Who, through the sublimity of
Your sovereignty, the exaltation of Your proof, the greatness
of Your power, and the intensity of Your might, has exalted
Your Cause and manifested Your dominion in the kingdom
of existence, and has encompassed with Your sovereignty the
realms of the unseen and the visible. You have sent forth from
the source of Your grace the breezes of mercy which preceded
the existence of those who bow down in prostration. Among
them is this servant who has turned to You and clung to Your
robe and whispered to You in the hidden recesses of his heart
and the depths of his being, that You protect him from all that
contradicts Your good pleasure and opposes Your satisfaction.

O my Lord! Protect him in the sanctuary of Your protection
and shelter him in the cave of Your care. Make him a sign of
Your bestowal, a banner of Your love, a lamp of Your knowl-
edge, a meteor of Your guidance, and a torch of Your grace
and favor. Make his descendant, who has believed in You and
Your verses, preserved by Your preservation and safekeeping,
protected by Your power and shelter, mindful of Your remem-
brance, supplicating to You, imploring at the gate of Your
oneness, detached from all else but You, speaking Your praise,
diffusing Your fragrances, gladdened by Your favors, illumined
by Your light, crying out to You for help, taking refuge at Your
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gate. Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the Forgiving,
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

Convey on behalf of this servant the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous, Most Splendid greetings to His honor Aqa Mirza Ali-
Muhammad and the other friends, upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God.
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AB04553

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1896-May-14

O my Lord, my Hope, my Beloved, my Refuge! These assured
ones, whose names are inscribed by Your inspiration in these
lines - which are a sign of the recorded Book and the unfurled
scroll - have turned their faces toward Your generous coun-
tenance and call upon You at eventide and dawn, directing
themselves toward the Qiblih of the horizons, clinging to the
hem of the robe of Your grandeur and holding fast to the strong
cord of Your aid, protection and bounty.

O Lord! They have arisen and remained steadfast in what You
commanded them in Your firm scriptures, scrolls and tablets
concerning the teaching, training and education of children
who were born in Your days, nursed from the breast of Your
love, raised in the cradle of Your care, nurtured in the bosom of
Your grace, and brought up in the shelter of Your protection.

O Lord! Aid them in what they desire through Your generosity
and grace, strengthen them in what they seek to attain Your
good pleasure, and assist them in what they have undertaken
for the advancement of the children of Your Kingdom.

O Lord! Open before the faces of these children the doors of
prosperity through Your kindness and favor, raise them to the
heights of success through Your gift and blessing, expand their
breasts with the light of knowledge, and make them firm in
Your Covenant and Testament, O my All-Merciful Lord!
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AB04240

To: Aga Ghulam Husayn
Date: 1896-May-14

O my God! This is Your servant and the son of Your servant
who was set aflame with the fire of Your love and was attracted
by Your holy fragrances. He accepted every affliction in Your
path and tasted the heat of all calamities in his love for You,
as he was taken captive in Your days, was plundered in Your
lands, and was imprisoned in his love for Your beauty. He was
expelled from his homeland due to his passionate wandering in
search of Your countenance.

O Lord! He accepted every humiliation in accepting Your
Cause and bore every hardship in acknowledging the mani-
festation of Your mysteries, until his spirit ascended to the
vicinity of Your mercy and soared to the Kingdom of immor-
tality through Your grace and gift, and reached the seat of
truth through Your pardon and bounty. And he left this ser-
vant as a memorial, entrusted him as a trace and successor.

O Lord! Protect his successor in all ranks, guard him through
Your favor, generosity and bounties, make his heart firm in
Your Cause, cause him to speak Your praise, sanctify him from
all else save You, sever him from other than You, occupy him
with naught but You, show kindness to him in the worlds of
existence, preserve him, make him constant in prostration, and
make him a sign of love among the concourse of the unseen and
the seen.

1 Verily, You are the King, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Beloved.
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AB05444

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi, in Akka
Date: 1896-May-14

O my Beloved, my Desired One, my Companion in my lone-
liness and my Solace in my tribulation! I beseech Thee and
implore the might of Thy Self-Subsistence to guard Thy ser-
vant who hath arisen to serve Thee beneath the shadow of
Thy merciful wings, and to protect Thy obedient servant in
the fortress of Thy safekeeping. O Lord! He was the means for
sending Thy Scriptures and Tablets in Thy days, and arose to
serve Thy Cause after Thy ascension and separation. Aid him
in all circumstances and conditions, O Thou Lord of Glory and
Bounty! Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Con-
vey my greetings to each and every one of the loved ones of
God, and glory be upon thee. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The packets that you had sent to Haji arrived. Regarding your
coming, God willing, I myself will summon you. Be confident.
I hope that through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty,
divine confirmation will reach you. Never be sad. Engage in
the remembrance of God - it is the remedy for all ills and the
balm for every wound. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Please measure and send the length and width of the space of
the sacred shrine’s sanctuary.
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AB05398

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Ali (Shiraz), in Shin
Date: 1896-May-14

O tree stirred by the breeze of God! Blessed art thou for having
turned thy face toward Him by Whose light the earth was illu-
mined and the Kingdom of the Unseen shone forth and gleamed
through the rays of His glory. Before His Essence minds and
understandings became insignificant, necks were humbled and
heads were bowed, voices were hushed and faces were pros-
trated before His sovereignty - the Self-Subsisting Lord of earth
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and heavens, the All-Glorious, the Most Holy, the Lord of the
Concourse on High and the King of the Most Glorious King-
dom. Glorified and exalted is He above what they describe and
speak and attribute unto Him.

2 And then, O my beloved! I have read with utmost joy the
verses of thy longing for God and the evidences of thy yearning
for the Most Exalted Horizon. I have learned of the firmness
of thy feet, the steadfastness of thy heart, the sobriety of thy
thought, thy constant remembrance of the Cause of God, and
thy conduct along the path of guidance. Such supreme qual-
ities befit one like thee, for thou art related to this Blessed
Tree whose root is firm and whose branch extends into heaven.
Glorified be my Most Glorious Lord!

Sl g Y1 Ko So 5 NI SWI S,
Osny 3 Osahay 5 Oshm & Ll

S sl e e O B b dm s
LV BV U g ol Al ) S,
Bl 5 S Dyt Ko Fae s AL
4{,@,&\,\35}’5:\@\*,&;;
Gl ods ad Sl M) e 3
S 5l ods J) e Y L
G Ol Ladl) G L5 b ol

Y

INBA21:028

AB05028

To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1896-May-14

My God! Thou knowest that the two most noble Names did
not seek to gather worldly goods nor acquire the ornaments of
this abode of sorrows, but rather sought to dwell near Thee and
spread Thy remembrance and praise. They became renowned
among the nations for their love of Thy Most Great Name, and
their fame spread far and wide under this banner throughout
most regions of the world. But now their foundation is shaken,
their pillars quake, their affairs are scattered, and their ease
has turned to hardship. O Lord! Protect them from the gloat-
ing of Thine enemies and guard them from the blame of those
among Thy creation who detest Thee. Make their affairs pros-
per through Thy guidance. O Lord! Thou seest me in my
solitude and desolation and grief and anguish and estrange-
ment. I commune with Thee in this state which would soften
the hardest stone. Answer my prayer and hear my call. Verily
Thou art the Answerer of the distressed when they call upon
Thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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Convey my greetings to the blessed leaf, the honored wife, and
caress the face and hair of the leaf Mihrangiz and the young
maidservant.
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ABO05747

To: Shaykh Ali Akbar, in Akka
Date: 1896-May-1/4

O thou who art devoted to the path of Truth and descendant
of that martyred Shaykh, that illustrious elder who responded
with “Yea” to the call of “Am I not?” and who drank from
the cup of tribulation from the wine-house of love, and has-
tened intoxicated and enraptured to the field of sacrifice, and
laid down his life in the path of the Beloved. Thou who art
the fruit of that tree and the memorial of that aged elder -
praise be to God that for many years thou wert honored to
attain the presence of the Beauty of the Lord and wert blessed
to hearken unto the Word of grace and wert accepted at the
Divine Threshold and art firm in God’s Covenant and Testa-
ment. Well is it with thee for this cup which overfloweth with
the choice wine of God’s bestowal!

The poem was read. Its meanings are supremely eloquent.
The time for the interpretation of the dream has not yet come.
Reflect and it will become clear and evident.

Convey my greetings to thy sister and all the relatives. And
the Glory be upon thee.
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AB05933

To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1896-May-14

O Lord! Open the gates of the Kingdom of Thy mercy upon
the faces of Thy loved ones, expand the breasts of those who
love Thee through the manifestation of the signs of Thy favors,
illumine the hearts of Thy chosen ones with the holy lights of
Thy gifts, and gladden the eyes of Thy pure ones with the joy
of remembering Thee in the days of Thy manifestation and
concealment.

O my Lord! Grant to each one of Thy servants pure offspring
and holy daughters with the signs of Thy oneness, that they
may remember Thee and celebrate Thy praise with glorifica-
tion, sanctification and exaltation, in exaltation of Thy Cause,
in honor of Thy Word, in radiance of Thy light, and in procla-
mation of Thy manifestation.

Then assist this servant of Thine in all conditions and circum-
stances through the manifestations of favors from the Kingdom
of Thy greatness and the Dominion of Thy sovereignty, and
look upon this maidservant who has turned to Thee with the
glances of the eyes of Thy mercy. Verily, Thou art the Gen-
erous, the Merciful, the Bestower. And glory be upon all who
are firm in the Covenant. ‘Abbas

Let the newborn daughter be named Shawq-Angiz [Excitement-
Stirring], that she may be enkindled with the fire of yearning
in the love of her Great Master.
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AB05505

Date: 1896-May-14

He is God! My God! Thou art He Whose Essence is sancti-
fied from all attributes and descriptions, and every person of
insight and justice among the people of ecstasy acknowledges
their inability to comprehend Thy reality, and no veils of op-
pression obscure their vision. All minds are bewildered and
all souls are perplexed, and so they have chosen, O my God,
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to acknowledge their powerlessness, abasement and brokenness
before the greatness of Thy glory, O my Lord, the Mighty, the
All-Choosing. By Thy sanctity which transcends the under-
standing of the righteous, I have turned away from all else and
directed my face toward Thee, O Creator of earth and heaven.
I have grasped the hem of Thy mercy and clung to the cord of
Thy bounty and held fast to the fringes of Thy loving-kindness,
that Thou mayest embrace me with the glances of Thine eye
of mercy and immerse me in the seas of Thy forgiveness and
purify me from everything that opposeth Thy good-pleasure.
O Lord! I call upon Thee in this luminous spot and commune
with Thee in this radiant dome and seek Thy pardon in this
supreme horizon. Answer my prayer and respond to my call
and reach me through Thy grace and bounty. O my God!
Verily Thou art the Gracious, the Merciful, the All-Loving.
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AB05998

To: Haji Muhammad Tahir Qandihari, in Abadih
Date: 1896-May-1/4

O God! O Thou Who illuminest the faces of those who are
steadfast with the lights of the supreme constancy, and Who
expandeth the breasts of those who are firm with the holy
breaths in the place of sacrifice!

Verily, this servant of Thine hath turned toward the Most Ex-
alted Perspective and the Most Glorious Horizon, and hath
sought refuge at Thy Holy and Luminous Threshold, that Thou
mayest protect him from the sovereignty of passion in the cave
of Thy protection and guardianship, O Creator of earth and
heaven!

3 O my Lord! Preserve him from the arrows of doubts, and the
spears of allusions, and the swords of interpretation, through
the power of the divine text. Make his heart firm in the
Covenant like a building of iron plates. Look upon him with
the glance of Thy mercy, O my Glorious Lord, and illumine
the glass of his heart with the lamp of Thy sanctification, O
my Peerless Master!

Verily, Thou art God. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Supreme, the Doer of whatsoever Thou
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willest. And glory be upon him and upon all who are firm,
and who grow, and who hold fast to the Mighty Covenant.
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ABO7718

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1896-May-14

O thou who art firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant and Tes-
tament! I have read the two letters thou didst send, and they
are two missives that testify to thy complete sincerity in the
Cause of God and thy great steadfastness in the Covenant of
God. May God increase thy nearness to His Kingdom and thy
refreshment from the breezes that waft from His holy garden.

I beseech the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting One to make
thee a brilliant star in the horizon of existence and a piercing
meteor in the heights of the visible realm.

Convey my greetings to the young lions, and as for Jasim, he
is permitted to come on condition that he remain in Akka for
three days, as I am away in Tiberias.

And upon thee be glory, and upon all who are steadfast in
God’s Covenant.
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AB09036

To: Tabrizi, Husayn (Father of Fatimih Nakhjavani), in Akka
Date: 1896-May-14

O Lord, heal the eyes of Thy servant and illumine his insight
to behold the signs of Thy holiness, and cause him to hear the
melodies of the birds of praise in the garden of divine unity
through Thy grace and bounty, and make him pure and sincere
for Thy gracious countenance. Verily, Thou art the Merciful.
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2 Write in detail about your eye condition. No complete, detailed
report has been received. I hope that through divine grace the
illness will be completely eliminated and full healing will be
achieved. Ask about the conditions of Jinab-i-Amir and the
mother of the children and the children themselves, one by
one, on my behalf.
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AB09678

To: Nephew of Aga Mirza Abu-Turab, in Tihran
Date: 1896-May-1/4

O Lord, O Possessor of forgiveness, pardon and beneficence!
This servant is related to one who was embraced by the glances
of Thy merciful eyes in the world of lights. He cries unto Thee
for deliverance from the evil of the wicked, and seeks refuge in
the shelter of Thy mercy, the gathering-place of hopes.

He seeks assistance through Thy might and power, O Possessor
of firm strength and dominion triumphant over all the worlds.
Verily Thou art the Deliverer of those in distress, and from
Thee is glory upon those who are firm and steadfast.
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To: Mirza Aqa Jan Khadimullah
Date: 1896-May-1/4

I yearn with heart and soul for His Holiness the Servant, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and remember him
night and day. I beseech the Court of Oneness that he may
ever remain in the utmost joy and fragrance, enkindlement and
attraction.

My request is that, on my behalf, they should recite this prayer
in the Holy Shrine in a state of weeping, helplessness and sup-
plication, with a voice of imploring and beseeching, with sighs
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INBA21:044, INBA88:122

AB00330

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1896-Jun-18

O my God! How can I make mention of Thee, utter Thy praise,
speak of Thy attributes and glories, when my remembrance and
praise are but voices raised from lips preoccupied with mention
of aught else but Thee, proceeding from a heart distracted by
concerns that have kept it from Thy beauty and engaged it
with other than Thee? How can such remembrance ascend
to the heaven of Thy glorious oneness, or reach the court of
Thy divine holiness? O my God! By the might of Thy self-
subsistence, I am abashed at my mention and praise of Thee,
and ashamed of my descriptions and utterances, for I behold
how the sanctified souls inscribe Thy praise with the ink of
their blood shed in Thy path upon tablets spread across the
horizons, and record Thy glorification and attributes with pens
fashioned from their eyelashes and tears from their eyes upon
the pages of cheeks and faces radiant with the glad-tidings of
the Day of Effulgence.

Nevertheless, O my God, would it be just for me to part my
lips with words of praise and description? Nay, by Thy mighty
presence! Neither whisper nor mention, neither praise nor glo-
rification is befitting me before Thee when I turn to Thee and
place my trust in Thee. Therefore, O my God, I shall seal my
mouth and restrain my tongue from utterance, and hold back
the reins in this field, turning instead to mention those souls
who were attracted by Thy holy fragrances, were set ablaze
with the fire of Thy love, plunged into the oceans of Thy knowl-
edge, soared to the horizon of Thy oneness, winged their flight
to the heights of Thy praise, inhaled the fragrance of the flowers
of mysteries from the gardens of Thy uniqueness, and breathed
the morning breezes from the direction of the gardens of Thy
detachment.

Among them was the Dove of Thy sanctity who warbled upon
the branches of the Tree of Thy mercy, and sang with the
most wondrous melodies in the Garden of Paradise with such
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rhythm as stayed the birds from their flight and the waters
from their flow, and chanted with such tones as drew unto him
the hearts of the Concourse on High and delighted the maidens
of Heaven secluded in pavilions of understanding. Each of his
notes was a sublime word, nay, a unique radiant pearl, a re-
splendent virgin, an incomparable gem, whose mention caused
the Manifestations of Light to cry out from the most exalted
chambers.

O Lord! From his tender years he drank the wine of Thy knowl-
edge, and the lights of his mysteries shone forth. He rejoiced
in the fragrances from the gardens of Thy favors, answered
Thy call, was quickened by the breeze of Thy love, found so-
lace in the manifestation of Thy beauty, and was seized by
such rapture from the wine of Thy oneness that he forgot his
own self, his spirit and being. He flew from garden to grove,
warbling, singing, and chanting melodies that stirred the souls
and caused them to yearn for the Kingdom of Thy oneness,
O Cleaver of the dawn! Illumine the lamp of his countenance
with the light of joy on the Day of Meeting. He conveyed Thy
Cause, called souls to the Dayspring of Thy revelation and the
Dawning-Place of Thy inspiration, diffused Thy fragrances, ex-
alted Thy Word, and guided the seekers to Thy straight path.
He took the pure cup whose mixture was of camphor and gave
drink to those athirst for the sweet waters of Thy knowledge
and those yearning for the flowing springs of Thy bounty.

He journeyed through the lands and hastened until he stood
before the Sovereign of Thy oneness, was honored by meeting
the King of Thy singleness, and attained the blessing of hearing
the address of the Beauty of Thy Lordship. The Most Great
Ocean surged upon him with waves that drowned him in the
depths of the grace of Thy Divinity. Then he returned from
Thee unto Thee, speaking Thy praise, calling out Thy Name,
rejoicing in Thy bounty, and relating Thy favor amongst Thy
creatures. When, O my God, he was tried by separation and
drank the poison of remoteness, he longed with the longing
of those consumed by love for Thy most exalted horizon and
Thy most glorious Kingdom. He lamented, wept, cried out
and complained, detached himself from the lower realm and
clung to the Supreme Concourse. He hastened to the field of
sacrifice, celebrating and glorifying, and offered up his spirit in
Thy path, O Lord of the first and the last. He was martyred in
a state of detachment, attraction, and enkindlement, speaking,
supplicating, joyous and gladdened.

O Lord! T beseech Thee, by his severance from all save Thee, by
his attraction to the light of Thy beauty, by his kindling with
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the fire of Thy love, by the flowing of his tears in his love for
Thee, by the breaking of his patience in yearning for nearness
unto Thee, by the blazing of the fire of his passion in his love
for Thee, and by the sacrifice of his spirit in Thy path, to make
me of those servants of Thine who hastened unto the scene of
sacrifice with such longing that the faces of the Concourse on
high were made radiant, and the tongues of the houris in the
Abode of everlasting bliss were gladdened.

Then make firm the feet of the people of fidelity in Thy
Covenant and Testament, O Creator of all being, and aid
them to hold fast to the Most Great Cord and to cling to the
hem of the mantle of majesty. Then preserve them, amidst
Thy mercy, from the widespread doubts that have arisen in
certain regions, within the stronghold of steadfastness and the
shelter of unshaken certitude, O Thou Who art the Ancient
of Days.

And make them to be shining lamps within the crystal glasses
of attraction, radiant and gleaming stars in the horizons of
steadfast adherence to the Covenant, and firm-set mountains
upon the earth of certitude and assurance. O Lord! I am
poor: enrich me through Thy wealth. I am abased: honor me
through Thy sovereignty. I am supplicant: grant me refuge
within Thy nearness. I am one who entreateth: lift me up
unto Thyself, and deliver me from the slips of the wavering
and the whisperings of them that turn back. Verily, Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful.
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AB06484

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqgypt
Date: 1896-Jun-18

O my God! Thou art He Who hath kindled the fire of Thy love
in the hearts of Thy loved ones, and hath taken from them the
reins of patience and free will, by reason of their being drawn
to the fragrance of Thy holiness and their ecstasy from the
breezes wafting from the dawning-place of Thy bounty.

O Lord! When Thou didst rend their garments in Thy love,
and burn their hearts with the flames of longing ignited by Thy
remembrance, and remove their restraint in their passion for
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Thee, and make them renowned through Thy name among Thy
servants, and exalt their names in Thy Books and Scriptures -
preserve them from the evil of Thine enemies among Thy cre-
ation, and guard them with the eye of Thy protection and care,
and shield them from the arrows of the oppressors’ tyranny,
and protect them from the spears of the treacherous ones’ be-
trayal, and keep them within the sanctuary of Thy help and
protection, O Thou Shelter of the righteous who are wronged,
and encompass them with the glances of Thy watchful eye, O
Thou Refuge of the weak! Verily, Thou art the Preserver, the
Guardian, the Defender, the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my Lord! These are Thy loved ones who have held fast to
the cord of Thy oneness and clung to the hem of Thy singleness.
Keep from them the hands of evil, through Thy mercy. Abbas.
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AB12680

To: Hadrat Jim (Tihran) et al.
Date: 1896-Jun-18

O my Lord! These two servants have taken refuge in the shelter
of Thy mercifulness and have clung to the threshold of Thy
Lordship and have turned their faces toward the Kingdom of
Thy Self-Subsistence and have purified their countenances in
Thy love and have held fast to Thy Most Firm Handle, O Thou
Who art the Lord of the First and the Last!

O my Lord! Assist them to serve Thy servants and aid them
to win Thy good-pleasure and exalt them in the Kingdom of
existence and illumine them with the lights of Thy bounty in
the worlds of the Unseen and the Seen.

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Loving.
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ABO03051

To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1896-Jul-16

O ye beloved of God! O ye children of His Kingdom! Ver-
ily, verily, the new heaven and the new earth are come. The
holy City, new Jerusalem, hath come down from on high in
the form of a maid of heaven, veiled, beauteous, and unique,
and prepared for reunion with her lovers on earth. The an-
gelic company of the Celestial Concourse hath joined in a call
that hath run throughout the universe, all loudly and mightily
acclaiming: “This is the City of God and His abode, wherein
shall dwell the pure and holy among His servants. He shall live
with them, for they are His people and He is their Lord.”

He hath wiped away their tears, kindled their light, rejoiced
their hearts and enraptured their souls. Death shall no more
overtake them neither shall sorrow, weeping or tribulation af-
flict them. The Lord God Omnipotent hath been enthroned
in His Kingdom and hath made all things new. This is the
truth and what truth can be greater than that announced by
the Revelation of St. John the Divine?

3 He is Alpha and Omega. He is the One that will give unto
him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life and
bestow upon the sick the remedy of true salvation. He whom
such grace aideth is verily he that receiveth the most glorious
heritage from the Prophets of God and His holy ones. The
Lord will be his God, and he His dearly beloved son.

Rejoice, then, O ye beloved of the Lord and His chosen ones,
and ye the children of God and His people, raise your voices
to laud and magnify the Lord, the Most High; for His light
hath beamed forth, His signs have appeared and the billows of
His rising ocean have scattered on every shore many a precious
pearl.

SWAB#003, BWF.350-351, SW_ v14#12 p.358
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To: Haji Muhammad Bagqir Nabil Qazvini
Date: 1896-Jul-30

I praise and thank the Glorious Lord, the Benevolent, the
Compassionate, the Beautiful, the Bountiful in gifts, the Great
in providence, for what He has bestowed upon His weak ser-
vants of magnificent favors, beautiful gifts, consummate wis-
dom, profitable commerce, abundant wealth, lofty glory, ex-
alted station, penetrating insight and pervading power on the
day He shone upon the horizons with the lights of the Covenant
and took the mighty Covenant mentioned in His Tablets and
Scriptures and in the Bayan and the Qur’an and the Torah
and the Gospel. And praise and thanks and glory be upon
all who have held fast to this mighty Cord and manifest Ser-
pent which swallows up all ropes and staves. And greetings
overflowing with praise and radiating with the light of Glory
be upon the luminous Reality, the divine Identity, the heav-
enly Fragrance, the lordly Breath, and the unitary Essence
which gleams upon the crown of ancient glory with a gleam-
ing that has illumined the heavens and earth by its light, and
upon those who have remained firm in the Covenant and cast
away discord and mounted the celestial steed and called out to
all regions: “Hasten to the ancient Covenant! Hasten to the
mighty Covenant! Hasten to the manifest Light! Hasten to
the straight Path! Hasten to the clear Water! Hasten to the
Garden of Delight! Hasten to the great Bounty! Hasten to the
Table spread by the generous Lord!”

My God, my God! This is Your servant who has turned to
the Dawning-Place of Your first Light, the Primal Point, and
responded to Your call at the rising of the Sun of Glory in the
latter cycle, and has borne every hardship and difficulty and
trial, and has become one of Your ancient servants. Illumine his
heart forever and eternally with the light of the Morn of Guid-
ance, and expand his breast through witnessing Your greatest
signs, and cause him to speak with the proof of Your Covenant
which You have taken from the Kingdom of existence, from
the unseen and the visible, O Lord of the Supreme Concourse!
Preserve him from the arrows of doubts of the people of veils
and ambiguities, make his heart firm in the clear verses, and
make him a brilliant lamp in the gathering of the Covenant
and Testament.
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ABO02175

To: Aqa Siyyid Jafar
Date: 1896-Jul-30

Praise be to God Who has illumined existence with the light of
His oneness, and has made the signs of His Kingdom witnesses
to His uniqueness, and has manifested upon the temples of
unity a light shining from the traces of His lordship, and has
appeared to the eyes of the detached ones as brilliant rays from
the sun of His divinity, whereupon all faces submitted, humbled
themselves, prostrated, and bowed down before His eternal
presence. And greetings, praise, light and glory encompassed
and shone forth in an upright reality through the texts of His
lordship.

And then, O beloved of hearts, have you seen or heard or has it
occurred to any mortal mind or has anyone imagined anything
greater than the sovereignty of your Lord, the All-Merciful,
and the power of your Master, the All-Bountiful? Indeed His
light has dawned, His manifestation has appeared, His lamp
has been lit, His morning has breathed, the breeze from the
gardens of His gifts has wafted, and the fire of His generos-
ity and bounties has been kindled on a day when the nations
agreed and the peoples of the world gathered to lower His ban-
ners, fold His sails, and obliterate His signs. Yet through the
power of His Most Great Name, revealed from the Kingdom
of the Unseen upon the horizons of the nations, He made the
manifest standard wave upon every lofty edifice and His an-
cient light to shine and illuminate the horizons with intense
They desire to extinguish God’s light with their
mouths, but God refuses except to perfect His light, though
the unbelievers detest it.

brilliance.

And you, O lamp within which is lit the light of the love of
God, shine forth with the light of knowledge in the gatherings
of utterance, that the mystery of exposition may be revealed
in human reality, and eyes may be illumined by witnessing the
signs of your Lord, and ears may comprehend words that are
the Mother of the Book, and spirits may be stirred by fragrant
breaths wafting from the direction of God’s gift. By God the
True One, this is better for you than a mighty kingdom, a pow-
erful sovereignty, and incomparable wealth, for it is a kingdom
that will not perish for as long as God, the Ancient, endures.
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AB02856

To: Baha’is of Shiraz
Date: 1896-Jul-30

O God, my God! Isupplicate to the Kingdom of Thy sanctifica-
tion and the Dominion of Thy oneness, confessing my grievous
sins and acknowledging my great transgressions, submitting
and humbling myself before Thy sovereignty that prevails over
all things, imploring Thy mighty dominion that encompasses
the world of creation, that Thou would confirm and strengthen
the pillars of the house of Thy manifest religion, Thy straight
path, and Thy exemplary way among humanity, and reinforce
the backs of Thy loved ones in Thy noble Cause and mighty
Message, O my Most Exalted Lord, and exalt Thy supreme
Word and diffuse the fragrances of Thy holiness throughout all
regions, and make manifest Thy luminous Law and Thy bright
Faith among the people.

O Lord! The bones of Thy loved ones have weakened through
intense hardship and tribulation, the earth with all its vastness
has grown narrow for them, crises have intensified from all
directions, calamities have encompassed them, and hope has
nearly been cut off.

O Lord! Take them not to task for the deeds of the foolish
ones, the heedlessness of the ignorant, the tyranny of the base,
the discord of the vile, and the hypocrisy of the simple ones
who speak Thy remembrance yet deviate, who make claims yet
do not act upon them, and who wander about in their stupor.

O Lord! Expand the breasts of the sincere ones through wit-
nessing the manifest light, heal the hearts of the believers with
the cup of Thy grace overflowing with the living waters, open
before their faces the gates of ease, shine upon them the lights
of joy, shower upon them the rains of bounty, and assist them
with the lions of guidance, until the birds of holiness warble
in those verdant gardens, and the lions of truth roar in those
mighty thickets, and the whales of mystical knowledge swim
in those vast pools.
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ABO05013

To: Isa Bayk, in Baku
Date: 1896-Jul-30

O God! O Thou Who dost strengthen the sincere ones with
hosts from the Most Glorious Kingdom and Who dost con-
firm those firm in Thy Covenant with legions of angels from
the Supreme Concourse! This servant, submissive and humble
before Thy exalted Threshold, calls upon Thee, supplicating
and imploring before Thy Most Great Mercy, taking refuge in
the cave of Thy protection and most mighty safekeeping, that
Thou wouldst protect him from the evil of enemies and make
his word supreme and the word of his foes and adversaries
abased, and heal him from his ailments which have weakened
his strength and the maladies that have afflicted him with great
force. O Lord! Answer his prayer and prepare guidance for
his affairs and open unto him the doors of confirmation from
heaven and give him to drink from the cup of healing, O Thou
Physician of the hearts of those who love Thee and Healer of
the breasts of the God-fearing ones and Helper of the weak
ones and Confirmer of those among Thy servants who are firm
in Thy Covenant and Testament, which is the most firm handle
extended from Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. O Lord! He is
weak - strengthen him through Thy mighty power, O Master
of the last and the first! Verily Thou art the Generous, the
Merciful. O my Most Exalted Lord!
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AB09680

To: Siyyid Hasan Muallim
Date: 1896-Jul-30

The peacock of the holy garden hath spread its wings in the
midst of Paradise - blessed be they who behold! The Tree
of Life hath brought forth fruits the like of which the eye of
creation hath never seen - blessed be they who partake thereof!
The heart of contingent being hath been drawn by the radiance
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AB09132

of a Face that hath illumined all who dwell within the realm
of possibility - blessed be they who perceive!

Yet He hath concealed Himself behind the veil of clouds - far
be it from those who suffer loss, and woe unto them who are
disappointed!

Verily thy father Hashim was among those whose breast was
dilated, whose eyes were gladdened, whose spirit rejoiced, and
whose heart was made happy by beholding that manifest Light.
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AB09132

Date: 1896-Jul-30

O my God! These souls have believed in Thee and in Thy
most exalted Word, and have clung to the hem of Thy favors
in this nether world, turning their faces toward the Concourse
on High, beseeching at the gate of Thy oneness, holding fast
to the cord of Thy divine sovereignty, voicing Thy praise, their
faces radiant with the light streaming from the dawning-place
of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Keep them safe within the stronghold of Thy protec-
tion, shelter them within the cave of Thy guardianship and
preservation, look upon them with the glances of Thy merciful
eye, make them successful in winning Thy good pleasure, assist
them to obtain Thy contentment, and strengthen their backs
through Thy aid and confirmation.

Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Generous, the
Forgiving.
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AB09968

To: Mashhadi Ali Milani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1896-Jul-30

O my Lord! Open the gates of Thy knowledge before the face
of Thy servant ‘Ali, who hath turned unto Thee, who hath laid
hold on the Most Great Cord, who hath grasped the hem of
the garment of Thy manifest Light, who hath loved to tread
Thy Straight Path and to walk in Thy Most Great Way. Ver-
ily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Forgiving, the Most
Merciful.

O my Lord! Make firm his feet, facilitate his hopes, and expand
his breast through the light of Thy knowledge, O Thou Most
Merciful of the merciful ones!
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AB12688

To: Muhammad Javad Naraqi
Date: 1896-Jul-30

O thou who art set ablaze with the fire that hath been kindled!
The morn of divine splendor hath breathed forth through the
lights of the Covenant, and the dawn of existence hath shone
with the light of witness on this witnessed Day, while the heed-
less remain wandering in their drunkenness. The winds of pros-
perity have stirred, and the seas of success have surged, and
the springs of divine favors have gushed forth, and the floods
of bounty have poured down, while those who stray remain in
thirst and burning. Leave them to their vain disputations, to
their playing.
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AB10325

To: Mirza Mahmud
Date: 1896-Jul-30

My God! Thou art the One praised in Thy deeds and Thou art
the One sought after in Thy kingdom amongst Thy servants.

O my Lord! This servant of Thine hath clung to the hem of
the robe of Thy grandeur, and seeketh sustenance from the
treasuries of Thy bounty and bestowal, and striveth to win
Thy good-pleasure, and to be illumined by the lights of the
daystar of the horizon of Thy favors.

O my Lord! Make easy for him that which he desireth and
expand his breast through the light of unity.
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AB10328

To: Nawruz
Date: 1896-Jul-30

My God! This, Thy delicate servant, hath clung to the hem of
the robe of Thy lordship and held fast to the fringe of the man-
tle of Thy divine protection. He seeketh Thy forgiveness for
sins and transgressions, and striveth to win Thy good-pleasure
in all matters, O my All-Knowing Lord! O Lord! Ordain for
him every good, and shield him from every harm. Verily, Thou
art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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AB09696

AB11070

To: Rida Quli
Date: 1896-Jul-30

O thou who hast clung to the hem of bounty! The veils have
been rent asunder, the gleaming rays of mysteries have shone
forth, the lights have encompassed all, the seasons and the
night and day have become balanced, the springtime of the
righteous hath come, the garden of the free hath been adorned,
the fountains of sacrifice have overflowed, and the believers are
in joy and gladness, might and renown.
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AB09696

To: Haji Kazim, in Najafabad
Date: 1896-Aug-12

O Kazim! Forbearance in the face of anger is among the char-
acteristics of the righteous and the qualities of the noble. As
much as you can, be patient and endure the cruelty of the
wicked. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved, be not downcast,
so that you may attain to the praiseworthy station and enter
beneath the shade of the Desired One.

This is the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary, and the Farthest
Mosque, and “two bow-lengths or even closer” in relation to
those souls who dwell in the realm of creation.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who hold fast to the
Covenant of God.
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AB10059

AB03983

To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran
Date: 1896-Aug-16

O delicate, heavenly fruit of the Tree of Oneness! Give thanks
to the Peerless Lord that thou hast drunk from the fountain
of Tasnim and Salsabil, and tasted the honey of divine favor
with sweetened palate. Thou hast beheld the light of glory
from the dawn of guidance, and gazed upon the Day Star of
Majesty from the horizon of hopes. Among the handmaidens,
shine forth like a candle, turn thine eyes away from the world
and all within it, and burn like aloe and ambergris in the fire
of the love of the Beauty of Baha, until the darkness of night
becomes day and “We have made the sign of the night to pass
away and We have made the sign of the day manifest” becomes
evident.

O thou who art attracted to God! This is the time of joy
and ecstasy, the moment of gathering and resurrection. Drink
the wine of God’s love by night, take up the harp and lute,
and begin to play the tune of lovers, singing with this melody:
“This is the call of the divine angel, this is the outcry, this
is the stirring of consciousness: Awaken, awaken! Behold the
flame of Sinai! See the fire of Moses! Witness the breath of
Jesus! Awaken, awaken!”

And the Glory be upon thee and upon every fruit that is firmly
rooted and growing.
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Date: 1896-Aug-21

O thou who hast turned to God! Thou hast attained the
blessed Spot and stood in the presence of His Supreme Majesty
and achieved the honor of circumambulating the gathering-
place of the Concourse on High.

How blessed are thine eyes! How blessed thy heart, which
hath become as a rose garden and flower bed! Thou hast wa-
tered the holy garden and irrigated the rose garden of oneness.
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Therefore, busy thyself with the praise of the Ancient Lord in
wilderness and sea, on mountain and by stream.

12 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1314.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Tagi Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1896-Oct-19

Praise be to God Who hath brought forth a white pearl, a radi-
ant gem, a luminous jewel, and a precious, pure pearl, scintillat-
ing, gleaming, brilliant, and effulgent like unto the resplendent
flower in the highest horizon, manifest through the Most Beau-
tiful Names, dazzling through the Most Exalted Example, pos-
sessing the highest attributes, humble before the All-Glorious
Beauty, submissive, meek, bowing, prostrating, devoted, and
heralding His Promised appearance in the ancient scriptures.
It hath flashed forth, shone, gleamed, and illumined, and been
made manifest with all perfections, attributes, names and qual-
ities unto all created things, and hath showered all beings with
every bounty. It became manifest signs, glad tidings, allusions,
meanings, words, realities and essences, and became united as
the Preserved Tablet, the Inscribed Book, the Outstretched
Parchment, the Torah, the Psalms, the Furqan, and the Gospel,
set forth in creative letters, recorded inscriptions, verses of ex-
istence, and words of the All-Merciful.

2 Greetings, praise, blessings and glory be upon His divine
Essence, His eternal Identity, His unique Reality, His celestial
Tree, His divine Lote-Tree, and upon its branches, leaves,
blossoms and fruits, throughout the endurance of His Being,
the perpetuity of His attributes, the manifestation of His
names, the diffusion of His qualities, His manifestation and
His concealment.

O God! Grant me from His favors, illumine my face through
the effusion of His lights, expand my breast through the light
of His knowledge, gladden my heart through the revelation of
His traces, make my affairs easy through His aid, remit my sins
through His forgiveness, lighten my burden through His benefi-
cence, make me radiant through His light, enlightened through
His manifestation, refreshed from His sweet and pure waters,
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verdant and fresh through the outpouring of His clouds, glad-
dened by His fragrances, stirred by His breezes, encompassed
by His favors, and immersed in the ocean of His mysteries.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the All-Bestowing.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

5 Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art the All-Merciful, the

Generous, the Bestower. Thou hast made firm the rocks, made
easy the difficult, straightened the paths, made clear the ways,
adorned the valleys, caused the mountains to grow, quickened
the lifeless earth, and poured forth from the clouds of Thy
mercy the rain of Thy bounty upon every dead and silent land.
The pavilion of Thy great glory and the tabernacle of Thy ex-
alted greatness have been raised up. The face of Thy radiant
morn hath smiled, the signs of Thy brilliant dawn have spread,
Thy ancient Luminary hath shone forth, and the rays of Thy
brilliant and luminous Moon have radiated. The earth hath
shone with Thy intense light, been shaken with its earthquake,
brought forth its burdens, and related its tidings through Thy
wondrous inspiration in Thy new cycle. The great convulsion
hath appeared, followed by the mighty catastrophe. The resur-
rection of the dead hath come to pass, the most great calamity
hath been unveiled, the carpet of supreme sovereignty hath
been spread, and all who are in earth and heaven have been
gathered together by Thy power that encompasseth all things.
Thy straight path hath been extended, Thy just balance hath
been set up, every penitent servant hath been called to account,
and every wicked reprobate. Thy paradise hath been brought
nigh unto the God-fearing, and Thy fires have been kindled
for the wrongdoers. One group hath attained unto Thy sweet
savors in the garden of delight, and another hath fallen into
the lowest depths, burning in the fire of hell.

O Lord! When the pavilions of Thy great glory were raised
up and the tabernacle of Thy ancient might was spread, Thou
didst gather all Thy servants beneath its ample shade and didst
raise the exalted banner of Thy Covenant and the ancient stan-
dard of Thy Testament, causing it to wave over the flagpoles of
existence and the towers of kings and subjects, that all might
gather beneath the shadow of Thy oneness, unite in exalting
the banner of Thy singleness, and strive to spread the sweet
savors of Thy divine unity, and that Thy lights might shine
forth in the eastern and western parts of Thy lands.

O Lord! Thou seest how firm are the feet of every strong one
who hath clung to Thy sure handle, and how the pillars of every
weak one are shaken in dire constraint. O Lord! Strengthen
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my back for Thy servitude in this most great revival and make
firm my steps upon the path of Thy Cause, O Thou Help of the
weak! Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty to do what
Thou willest.

s O illustrious branch of the Blessed Tree! For some time no news

hath come from thee, and the fragrance of the divine Joseph’s
garment hath not been detected, for the branches of the di-
vine Tree are the bearers of the garment and the harbingers
and heralds to the Canaans of today. We must all gird up our
loins and occupy ourselves day and night with protecting the
Cause of God, safeguarding the loved ones of God, diffusing
the divine fragrances, and exalting His Word with the wisdom
mentioned in the Book of God. For although this brilliant Star
of God’s Cause will ultimately shed its rays and its light will
become radiant, its beams world-embracing, and the fame of
its greatness will reach the ethereal sphere, yet our desire is
that we, the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree and this servant,
might be instrumental in its spread and exaltation and become
the means for enkindling the fire of the love of God, so that
our faces might be illumined in the Abha Kingdom and the
fragrance of our characters might perfume the nostrils in the
Supreme Concourse. Therefore, while time remains, we must
strive with wisdom most strenuously and make mighty efforts,
so that when we depart from this transient world to the eter-
nal Kingdom, we may, like a victorious host and triumphant
army returning from the frontiers to the center of the mighty
sovereign’s dominion, enter with joy and gladness, with drums
and banners. We too, having achieved spiritual victories and
conquered the kingdoms of hearts, may ascend victorious and
triumphant with drums and standards from this lower realm to
the Abha Kingdom, and in the Supreme Concourse may beat
the drum of “Glory be to my Lord, the Most Glorious!”
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Yazd

Date: 1896-Oct-19

A prayer written concerning the supreme calamity and the
most great tribulation of the martyrdom of the five martyrs of
the land of Turbat - His Holiness Aqa Mirza Ghulam-Rida, His
Holiness Haji Sadiq, His Holiness Ustad Ghulam, His Holiness
Ustad Muhammad-‘Ali, and His Holiness Ustad Muhammad-
Hasan, may my spirit be a sacrifice for them. O God! Unite
me with them, O Most Merciful of the Merciful ones.

The Land of Ya. May His Holiness the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree, Aqa Mirza Aqa, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, take note.

He is God

O noble branch of the Divine Tree! Years and months, nay
ages and cycles have passed, yet I have not sent you a shirt
with a bearer of glad tidings through the providence of your
Forgiving Lord.

5 By God the True One, the heart is in grief, the body in tribula-

tion, the spirit in regret, the heart in anguish, the inner being
in sighs, the eyes in tears, and the hearts in sorrow from the op-
pression that has brought darkness from ravenous wolves and
rabid dogs who have attacked God’s loved ones, His trusted
ones, His beloved ones, and the allies of His love. They at-
tacked like the Jews and assaulted like the spiteful bear, they
struck like the spotted viper and ravaged God’s loved ones like
the fierce wolf in the dusty northern mountains. By God, the
eyes of the holy maidens in the chambers of Paradise overflowed
with tears, and their voices rose in lamentation and weeping
like bereaved women. The hearts of the Concourse on High
cried out, and wailed, then the people of the Most Glorious
Kingdom bewailed them.

O sorrow for God’s loved ones! O regret for the wretched ones
in how they violated God’s sanctity, slaughtered His trusted
ones, devoured God’s sheep, and imprisoned them in dark and
gloomy places, afflicting them with painful torment from whips
and smooth iron rods. Then they took them out and cut them
piece by piece, attacking them with swords, arrows, spears,
blades, cleavers and sharp edges, dismembering their joints,
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limbs and members. They burned them with the fire of ha-
tred and kindled against them the flames of supreme enmity,
destroying them in a blazing fire.

O Lord! No sobbing was heard from them in the painful prison,
no moaning arose from them under the iron rods, no groaning
was reported from them under the swords of every stubborn
tyrant, and no crying rose from them in the intense blazing of
the fire - in acceptance of Your decree, in submission to Your
will, in attraction to Your Kingdom, in being set ablaze by the
fire of Your love, and in longing to meet You.

O Lord! When they brought them out from the prisons under
chains and shackles on their necks and fetters on their feet, and
they witnessed the crowds, the band of evil ones, attacking
with arrows, spears, blades, sharp edges and drawn swords,
their hearts overflowed with joy and were filled with spirit,
fragrance and gladness. They communed with their tongues
and hearts: “O Lord! Praise be to You for bestowing upon us
this supreme gift and completing Your mighty bounty upon us,
honoring us with this great triumph and shedding our blood
in the path of Your love, O our Generous Lord!”

O Lord! The spirits were gladdened by ascending to You, the
hearts overflowed with joy at arriving before You, and the
breasts were expanded at being present before You. Accept
from us the blood spilled in separation from You, the life-blood
poured out in following Your paths, the bodies thrown upon
the dust in Your love, the hearts targeted by arrows in Your
path, the breasts pierced by spears in Your obedience, the
heads severed by the sword in Your servitude, and the bodies
burned by fire in Your absence. This is how they communed
with You, O my God, when their spirits ascended to the King-
dom of Your sanctity and their souls rose to the Heaven of
Your transcendence.

O Lord! Pour upon my heart from the outpourings of their
detachment from all but You, expand my breast with the fra-
grances wafting from the gardens of their hearts, and illumine
my face with the lights that shone from their faces as they lay
upon the earth as martyrs among humanity, slain and thrown
upon the ground, their limbs cut piece by piece, that I may
attain what they attained and take refuge in what they took
refuge in, and drink the cup overflowing with favors as they
drank, and achieve what they achieved. How sweet, O my
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God, is the poison of death in Your love, and how delicious is
the bitterness of annihilation in Your path, as if it were the
bitter wine from the hand of one of wondrous qualities amid
pools, gardens and groves.

O God! Bless me through their blessing, grant me their greet-
ing, gather me with them under Your banner, include me
among their company in the Paradise of meeting You, and
comfort me with their beauty in the garden of Your bestowal.
Verily You are the Confirmer, the Giver, the Generous, the
Merciful, the Bestower.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1896-Oct-19

O Andalib of the Garden of Meanings! For some time no song
from that nightingale of dawn had reached the ears of the yearn-
ing ones, when suddenly a new messenger arrived and through
the brief missive sent to his honor Aqa Siyyid Hadi, news was
heard and a balm was obtained for the wounded heart and
injured liver. Praise be to the Ever-Living, All-Powerful Lord
that it brought tidings of health and well-being, and inscribed
upon the tablets of hearts the traces and lines of ancient love.
It became the cause of spiritual joy and gladness of conscience,
for it spoke in praise of the Beloved of the Placeless Realm and
demonstrated firmness in the Covenant and Testament.

If you ask about the condition of this wronged exile or re-
quest an account: Trials and tribulations are like the mighty
ocean, and the waves of denial and pride are at their highest
peak, and the storm of attack and oppression is at its most
intense, and this wronged one is like a broken ship caught in
the whirlpool of a hundred thousand calumnies and accusa-
tions, alone and friendless without helper or aid, afflicted in
the hands of the wavering ones, immersed in the sea of tribula-
tion and supplicating to the Most Glorious Kingdom that soon
the cup of annihilation be granted and departure be made to
another world. And hope from previous mercy and abundant
grace that this aspiration and desire will soon be fulfilled and
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this sweet, palatable cup will quickly be bestowed, for the cup
of tribulation has overflowed - rather, may life be sacrificed in
the path of the Beloved.

O God! O Quencher of every thirsty one’s burning from the
spring of Thy grace, and O Healer of every sick one through
the antidote of Thy mercy, and O Sufficient One for all who
seek refuge in the shelter of Thy pardon and forgiveness! I have
taken shelter in Thy impregnable cave and Thy lofty fortress,
humbling myself at the gate of Thy Lordship, submissive and
lowly at the threshold of Thy Divinity, beseeching Thee to raise
me up to Thee and cause me to pass away and make my arrival
be unto Thee and my presence before Thee. I complain of my
anguish and sorrow unto Thee regarding what has befallen
Thy wretched, poor servant and Thy weak, humble bondsman
from the violators of Thy Covenant after Thee, those who have
departed from Thy manifest religion after Thy ascension, those
who wavered in Thy ancient Covenant after the Sun of Thy
Beauty was veiled by the clouds of Thy mighty glory.

O Lord! The arrows have been aimed and the spearheads di-
rected and the fires of tyranny ignited, so raise up from among
Thy loved ones souls supported by Thy conquering might and
Thy dazzling power until they become like an impregnable,
solid barrier of iron, preventing and repelling the Gog of doubts
and Magog of insinuations who cling to ambiguous verses. O
Lord! Protect Thy manifest religion from the evil of the at-
tacking apostates. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Mirza Shukrullah (Shiraz)
Date: 1896-Oct-19
O thou who wast imprisoned in the path of God with him who  Juw 3 423! e o W) Jo B o= e b

was martyred in the path of God!

Verily, he who was intoxicated with the wine of the most great
martyrdom addresses thee from the All-Glorious Companion
and says: “O my companion, my intimate friend, and my
prison-mate! Upon thee be salutation and praise, and upon
thee be mercy and glory from this Supreme Concourse, the
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kindred of martyrs and the host of the blessed ones. By thy
glory! When they constricted the space around me and treated
me with cruelty, and removed me from the prison of great ret-
ribution, and bound me to a hellish, fiery mouth that breathed
forth flames - when those hellish materials exploded with the
force of a crimson inferno and thundered like the sound of thun-
der in chains and hurled me through the air like a ball propelled
upward, and my limbs were torn asunder and my members and
parts were scattered - by thy life! I knew not my state until I
found myself seated in the highest horizon upon the throne of
supreme glory in the Most Glorious Kingdom, crowned with
the crown of greatest sovereignty and adorned with the diadem
of greatest bounty, overshadowed by the cloud of thy Lord’s
gracious mercy, and enjoying witnessing and meeting Him.

By thy life, O my beloved friend! The houris emerged from
their chambers the midst of Paradise and called out with the
most wondrous melodies and spoke with the sweetest words,
saying: ‘Blessed art thou, O fortunate martyr! Good news
to thee, O noble one slain in the path of God!” By God the
True One! The denizens of the holy precincts celebrated his
arrival and the people of the gardens of fellowship rejoiced at
his coming. And now he is in the midst of Paradise among
pools and gardens, explaining the verses of greatest mercy and
expounding the scroll of supreme bounty among the Supreme
Concourse. And peace be upon him the day he entered this
earthly life, and the day he was martyred in God’s path and
attained to the eternal, most great life. Verily, he is in the high-
est horizon beneath the shade of the Ultimate Tree. Blessed is

'77

he, again blessed is he!

Regarding what you wrote about the severity of hardship,
when you become occupied with some work, God willing, the
door of sustenance will open. Without resorting to means,
God’s way has never operated. We shall pray in the Holy
Shrine, and the glory be upon thee.
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ABO05507

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1896-Oct-19

O my God, my Refuge, and Haven of those who turn to the
Kingdom of Thy supreme sanctification! Thou seest me implor-
ing at Thy exalted threshold and beseeching Thy holy Presence
to guard and protect this small servant, the apple of the eye of
Thy servant ‘Andalib and a piece of his heart, within the shel-
ter of Thy protection, and to rear him in the fortress of Thy
providence and the bosom of Thy bounty. O Lord! Nourish
him from the breast of Thy favors, and cause him to grow into
a goodly plant through Thy grace, Thy generosity and Thy
benevolence. Grant him a way out, illumine his face with the
light of Thy oneness, expand his breast through the verses of
Thy sanctification, and gather him beneath the banner of Thy
Covenant and under the shade of Thy gracious standard.

O Lord! Name him in Thy Kingdom ‘Abdu’l-Baha and in Thy
realm ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, that he may arise to perform the duties
of servitude unto Thee and fulfill the conditions of bondage in
the kingdom of creation. Verily, Thou art the Confirmer of
whomsoever Thou willest, and the One Who rendereth suc-
cessful whomsoever Thou willest in whatsoever Thou willest.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Exalted.
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AB09074

To: Haji Abdu’l- Karim Pilgrim (Qazvin), in Tabriz
Date: 1896-Oct-19

O thou who art set ablaze with the fire kindled in the Tree
of Sinail We have broken the seal of the perfume of spirits,
and the horizons have become fragrant with the sweet-smelling
breeze of holiness. The gates of paradise have been opened,
and the gardens of the love of God have been adorned with the
flowers of fellowship. The leaves of the garden of the knowledge
of God have unfurled, and hearts have been refreshed by their
sweet fragrance, and breasts have been gladdened by the scent
of its blossoms. And thou, O thou who art attracted by the
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verses of God, be thou gladdened in spirit, set ablaze in heart,
and moved in soul by this breeze which hath wafted from it
the fragrance of the Spirit. ‘Abbas.
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AB09374

To: Ustad Aqa, in Tihran
Date: 1896-Oct-19

O my Lord! Thou seest me wandering in the wilderness of
longing, consumed by the fires of separation. The resurrection
of tears hath come to pass, and the flames of burning have
been kindled. Wipe away my tears, still my sighs, lighten my
sorrows, and awaken me from my stupor through my ascent to
the Kingdom of Thy sanctification, my rising to the threshold
of Thy oneness, my entrance into the presence of Thy unique-
ness, and my arrival before the Beauty through whose light
the worlds of the unseen and the seen were illumined, and my
attainment unto that court before which the necks of kings and
kingdoms were brought low, and the necks of every proud and
obstinate one were humbled.
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ABO01647

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Tthran
Date: 1896-Nov-04

O thou whose face hath shone from the horizon of firmness
and steadfastness in the Covenant of God! Blessed art thou
in partaking of this cup brimming with the choice wine of the
love of God. Blessed art thou in receiving this water which
hath flowed from the clouds of God’s bounty. By thy life! The
Concourse on High uttereth praise for every soul steadfast and
firm in God’s Covenant, and giveth thanks for every diffuser
of the fragrances of God, glorifying their Lord morning and
evening, and praising Him for having raised up from among
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His servants such men whom neither the affairs of creation, nor
doubts, nor uncertain matters can distract from the manifest
Light, the Straight Path, and the Ancient Horizon.

And verily thou, O thou who art attracted by the rays shin-
ing from the Sun of Glory, who thirsteth for the sweet waters
flowing from the stream of thy Lord’s mercy - rejoice in that
the All-Powerful hath aided thee to exalt the Word of God,
to diffuse the fragrances of God, and to strengthen hearts in
the Covenant of God. By thy life! The angels drawn nigh in
the Supreme Concourse send their blessings upon thee, and
the hosts of victory from the Abha Kingdom give thee sup-
port. Therefore gird up thy loins, be thou of good cheer, let
thy heart rejoice, let thy spirit be refreshed, and let thy soul
be gladdened by these abundant and overflowing favors rain-
ing down from heaven. And say: “Praise be to God Who hath
enabled me to achieve this, and I am the foremost of those who
give thanks.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

What you had written was noted and its contents understood.
Praise be to God, you were victorious and triumphant in all
instances. The assistance of the hosts of the Abha Kingdom
with their banners of victory came successively and continu-
ously, and the favors of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for His loved ones, encompassed all. Consider how a
servant of the Abha Beauty, all alone, outwardly bereft of all
aid and assistance, converseth in the way he did with such a
person, proveth equal to the task, and causeth wonder. This
is naught but the great power of God’s Covenant and the com-
plete might of the Abha Kingdom. And thou shalt witness
such confirmations from the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for His servants, that thou shalt entirely forget both
master and servant, and shalt hear the voice of the angel with
both outer and inner ears.
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Date: 1896-Nov-23

This supplication was revealed and set down by the Blessed
Pen on Monday, the seventeenth day of Jumada al-Akhir,
[1314], in remembrance of the ascension of Jinab-i-Mashhadi
Fattah and Agqa Muhammad Ibrahim Amir—upon both of
whom be the mercy and glory of God—at the gathering held
for the recitation of the prayer for the departed.

He is God

O my God and my Beloved! Thou seest Thine emigrant ser-
vants present in the gathering of devotion unto Thee, and Thy
near servants supplicating before Thy All-Merciful Presence
with trust in Thee, and Thy chosen ones who have journeyed
from distant lands, seeking to circle round Thy luminous Spot
and attain Thy presence. They have assembled in this magnif-
icent gathering and comprehensive congregation, supplicating
to Thy All-Merciful Presence, beseeching Thy Divine King-
dom, devoted to Thy Singular Might, enkindled with the fire
of Thy love, detached from all else but Thee, occupied with
Thy remembrance and praise, clinging to the hem of the robe
of Thy grandeur, holding fast to the cord of servitude unto
Thee, gazing toward Thy Most Glorious Kingdom and Thy
Supreme Horizon, that they may inherit from Thy ascended
servants and Thy soaring loved ones in this spiritual assembly,
and hearken to Thy remembrance and praise of them in this
All-Merciful gathering.

O Lord! We are servants whose necks are bowed before Thy
conquering power, whose heads are humbled before Thy man-
ifest grandeur, and whose faces are submissive before Thy ra-
diant sovereignty. We have turned from all directions toward
Thy divine Presence, detached ourselves from all in the hori-
zons, directing our faces toward the direction of Thy oneness,
despairing of all creation while hoping for Thy aid and protect-
ing care, disappointed from all quarters while relying on Thy
preservation and guardianship, heedless of all beings while oc-
cupied with Thy remembrance and praise.

5 O Lord! We are weak ones; shelter us in the cave of Thy might
and power. We are poor; enrich us from the treasuries of Thy
grace and bounty. We are helpless; we have taken refuge at
the gate of Thy oneness. We are sick; we have sought healing
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from the source of Thy cure. O Lord! Aid us to be devoted to
Thy Cause, to be free from all that Thy Self doth not desire,
to be independent of all else save Thee, to be victorious in dif-
fusing Thy fragrances, to be triumphant in exalting Thy Word.
Illumine our faces with the light of service to Thy Faith, per-
fume our nostrils with the sweet-scented breeze of the spread
of Thy verses, brighten our eyes with beholding the unfurling
of Thy banners, make our faces sincere for Thy gracious Face,
make our hearts thrones for the sovereignty of Thy wondrous
remembrance, our spirits dawning-places for the lights of the
grandeur of Thy ancient majesty, and our hearts attracted by
the radiant beams of Thy holy and magnificent light.

O Lord! Make firm our steps in servitude at Thy lofty Thresh-
old, illuminate our inner beings with the lights of the lamp
of bondage to Thy All-Merciful Presence, make us steadfast
at this mighty center and firm in this exalted station before
which the essence of grandeur hath bowed in its might and the
reality of glory hath submitted to its supreme greatness, gaz-
ing toward Thy Kingdom which hath been adorned with the
garments of immortality in the unseen realm of eternity, under
whose shade the kingdom of creation hath taken refuge. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.

O Lord! Nlumine this gathering of ours with the remembrance
of Thy servants who believed in Thee and Thy signs, were cer-
tain of Thy manifestation and Thy sovereignty, recognized Thy
beauty, loved the lights of Thy countenance, responded to Thy
call, migrated unto Thee, dwelt near Thee, came as delegates
unto Thee, and were imprisoned in this Great Prison. Among
them, O my God, was Thy servant Fattah, for whom Thou
didst open the gates of knowledge, immerse in the sea of grace
and bounty, and illuminate his heart with the light of certitude
until he took shelter under the shade of the word of Thy one-
ness, drank from the ocean of the mention of Thy singleness,
dwelt near the house of Thy divinity, and was content with
Thy good-pleasure until he ascended unto Thee, arrived at the
gate of Thy generosity and forgiveness, attained the meeting,
and drank the cup of fidelity.

And among them, O my God, was the prince of the throne of
Thy love, the seeker of refuge in the cave of Thy remembrance,
the intimate of the verses of Thy praise, who was enkindled
with the fire ignited in the Tree of Thy love, was illumined by
the light shining from the horizon of Thy favor, sought water
from the cloud of Thy perfect outpouring, begged from the
treasury of Thy complete richness, was afflicted in his home-
land with the greatest hardships and tribulations, sacrificed
his wealth and soul in Thy path, and fell under the talons of
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piercing hawks and the assaults of ravenous beasts until he
was delivered by Your conquering might and freed by Your re-
splendent power. He fled as a fugitive to Your luminous City
and the seat of the manifestation of Your greatest signs, seek-
ing refuge in You, turning to Your radiant countenance. He
served Your beauty for successive years, then migrated with
You to the great City, walking as a servant, supplicating, be-
seeching, and humbling himself. He arose with his whole being
to serve You until he traveled with You and dwelt near You in
this mighty prison, detached from all save Your gracious face.
After Your ascension to the kingdom of Your concealment, O
Bestower of gifts, he fell into the abyss of separation. He was
consumed by the fire of longing, his frame wasted away, his
body grew feeble until he became like a phantom and shadow,
a mere reflection and shade. He ascended to the kingdom of
Your forgiveness and soared to the horizon of Your pardon and
bounty.

O Lord, honor their abode and cause them to descend in the
mansion of Your generosity in the highest Paradise. Let them
hear the melodies of the birds of eternity, taste the sweetness
of reunion, receive the fruits of the Tree of Paradise, and attain
the greatest of gifts. Verily You are the Generous, the Merciful,
the All-Knowing, the Wise, the Forgiving, the Pardoning, the
Most High, the Most Great.
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AB00198
To: Afnan, Haji Siyyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar
Date: 1896-Dec-03
O thou exalted bough of the divine Lote-Tree! Sl 5 yues & 8f &!

The honored Aqa Siyyid Mirza, while he sojourned in this place,
was a cherished remembrance of that revered one. The utmost
joy was attained through meeting him, and we have ever hoped,
and still do hope, from God for his confirmation. And we be-
seech the Almighty that, through His unseen favors, he may be
enabled and assisted, and may at all times remain enraptured
by the cup of the pre-eternal Covenant. The mention of that
honored one is continually voiced in this gathering, and thy
remembrance is the companion of this lonely heart.
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When thou art disdained and rejected by the wicked doers be
not cast down; and at the power and stiffneckedness of the
presumptuous be neither vexed nor sick at heart; for such is
the way of heedless souls, from time out of mind. ‘O the misery
of men! No Messenger cometh unto them but they laugh Him
to scorn!’

Indeed, the attacks and the obstructiveness of the ignorant
but cause the Word of God to be exalted, and spread His signs
and tokens far and wide. Were it not for this opposition by
the disdainful, this obduracy of the slanderers, this shouting
from the pulpits, this crying and wailing of great and small
alike, these accusations of unbelief levelled by the ignorant,
this uproar from the foolish — how could news of the advent
of the Primal Point and the bright dawning of the Day-Star
of Baha ever have reached to east and west? How else could
the planet have been rocked from pole to pole? How else could
Persia have become the focal point of scattering splendours,
and Asia Minor the radiating heart of the beauty of the Lord?

5 However else could the flame of the Manifestation have spread

into the south? By what means could the cries of God have
been heard in the far north? How else could His summons have
been heard in the continents of America and of Africa the dark?
How else could the cock-crow of Heaven have penetrated those
ears? How else could the sweet parrots of India have come
upon this sugar, or nightingales have lifted up their warblings
out of the land of Iraq? What else could set the east and west
to dancing, how else could this Consecrated Spot become the
throne of the Beauty of God?

How else could Sinai behold this burning brightness, how could
the Advent’s flame adorn that mount? How else could the Holy
Land be made the footstool of God’s beauty, and the holy vale
of Towa become the site of excellence and grace, the sacred
spot where Moses put off His shoes? How could the breaths of
heaven be carried across the Vale of Holiness, how could the
sweet-scented, airy streams that blow out of the Abha gardens
ever be perceived by those that dwell on the Verdant Isle? How
else could the pledges of the Prophets, the joyous tidings of the
holy Seers of old, the stirring promises given unto this Sacred
Place by the Manifestations of God, ever have been fulfilled?

How else could the Tree of Anisa have been planted here, the
flag of the Testament be flown, the intoxicating cup of the
Covenant be lifted to these lips? All these blessings and be-
stowals, the very means of proclaiming the Faith, have come
about through the scorn of the ignorant, the opposition of the
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foolish, the stubbornness of the dull-witted, the violence of
the aggressor. Had it not been for these things, the news of
the Bab’s advent would not, to this day, have reached even
into lands hard by. Wherefore we should never grieve over the
blindness of the unwitting, the attacks of the foolish, the hos-
tility of the low and base, the heedlessness of the divines, the
charges of infidelity brought against us by the empty of mind.
Such too was their way in ages past, nor would it be thus if
they were of those who know; but they are benighted, and they
come not close to understanding what is told them.

Wherefore doth it befit thyself, an offshoot of the Holy Tree of
God, branched out from that mighty Trunk — and it behoveth
ourselves as well — so to burn, through the sustaining grace of
the Ancient Beauty — may my life be offered up for His Most
Holy Shrine — with this kindled flame out of heaven, that we
will light the fire of God’s love from pole to pole. Let us take
for our example the great and sacred Tree of the exalted Bab
— may my life be offered up for Him. Like Him let us bare our
breasts to the shafts of agony, like Him make our hearts to be
targets for the spears decreed by God. Let us, like candles,
burn away; as moths, let us scorch our wings; as the field
larks, vent our plaintive cries; as the nightingales, burst forth
in lamentations.

Even as the clouds let us shed down tears, and as the lightning
flashes let us laugh at our coursings through east and west. By
day, by night, let us think but of spreading the sweet savours of
God. Let us not keep on forever with our fancies and illusions,
with our analysing and interpreting and circulating of complex
dubieties. Let us put aside all thoughts of self; let us close our
eyes to all on earth, let us neither make known our sufferings
nor complain of our wrongs. Rather let us become oblivious of
our own selves, and drinking down the wine of heavenly grace,
let us cry out our joy, and lose ourselves in the beauty of the
All-Glorious.

O thou Afnan of the divine Lote-Tree! We must strive, each one
of us, to become as fecund boughs and to yield an ever sweeter
and more wholesome fruit, that the branch may prove itself to
be a continuation of the root, and the part be in harmony with
the whole. It is my hope that out of the bounty of the Greatest
Name and the loving-kindness of the Primal Point — may my
soul be offered up for Them both — we shall become the means
of exalting the Word of God around the world; that we may
ever render services unto the Source of our Cause and spread
over all the canopy of the true and holy zeal of the Lord. That
from over the fields of grace, we may make zephyrs to blow,
bringing to man the sweet scents that come from the gardens
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of God. That we may make of this world the Abha Paradise,
and change this nether place into the Kingdom of Heaven.

It is true that every one of God’s servants, and in particular
those who are on fire with the Faith, have been allotted this
task of servitude to Almighty God; still, the duty imposed
upon us is greater than that which hath been laid upon the
rest. To Him do we look for grace and favour and strength.

All praise and thanksgiving be unto the Blessed Beauty, for
calling into action the armies of His Abha Kingdom, and send-
ing forth to us His never-interrupted aid, dependable as the
rising stars. In every region of the earth hath He supported
this single, lonely servant, at every moment hath He made
known to me the signs and tokens of His love. He hath cast
into a stupor all those who are clinging to their vain illusions,
and made them infamous in the sight of high and low. He hath
caused those who run after their fads and fancies to become
objects of general reproach, and hath exposed the arrogant to
public view; He hath made those of the friends who proved
infirm of faith to serve as a warning to every beholder, and
hath caused the leaders of those who waver to love but them-
selves and sink down in self-conceit. Meanwhile, by the power
of His might, He hath made this broken-winged bird to rise up
before all who dwell on earth. He hath shattered the serried
ranks of the rebellious, and hath given the victory to the hosts
of salvation, and breathed into the hearts of those who stand
firm in the Covenant and Testament the breath of everlasting
life.

Convey thou the greetings of Abha to each one of the Af-
nan, branched from the Holy Tree. The glory rest upon thee
and upon all the Afnan who remain faithful and true to the
Covenant.

SWAB#195

Sk Odzie okl o sle K d s

w

Qs s sl Sy Susye b G sl

P RUNIIRI VS [N IR PR

et 1, r::l-bu'

s & 1 SOl dla S8 s s
e 5 0 5 Sl o2 5 el S
2 b a5 02 b Oy il
BT 338 S pa ) des 4 b ke )
Iy ol J.a\ s p b ule JL\ o !
|y olpleic oSy 2l L Dl s
Js’-\) Olugdg 5 540 5 (-lc} ué\o &)
GBI 5,8 |y Ol 5 3403 (‘U el
5o B e |y cdfe sl 55
3 p a5 Cepps 1y Cpdide OE
& Jle s b S 55 dbE, O s
3y £ St o 020 ke o
L ol SKad ool e ) sle Dsin
2R Ol o Dl iy p 2 O s

ded Gl 5 dge

K K1y S5le drikie 5y OB O

5 S Tl wlep B3 ge) gl 1S

Sl e e ol K e

INBA55:395,

MNMK#133 p.246,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

BRL DAK#1203,
MMKI1#195 p.227,

MAS5.105

46

11

13


http://www.bahai.org/r/403516768
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v055/?page=397
https://www.bahai.org/r/659626616
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMAB/mmab-244.html
https://www.bahai.org/r/380085239
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS5/mas5-105.html

Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896

ABO00800

AB00800

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1896-Dec-03

O my Lord and Master! This is a servant whom You have cho-
sen from among Your servants and selected from among Your
bondsmen. You have made him a sign of Your oneness and an
emblem of Your sanctification. You have expanded his breast
with the light of Your knowledge and quickened his heart with
the spirit of Your bounty. You have caused his tongue to speak
Your remembrance and revealed his innermost secrets through
passionate love for You. You have illumined his essence with
the rays of Your mysteries and made his face radiant in Your
Kingdom through his firmness in Your Covenant. You have
caused the oceans of his knowledge to surge through the winds
of Your love and made his heart rejoice through the signs of
Your mercy. You have made his tongue eloquent in presenting
Your proof and argument, his face radiant with the splendor
of Your divinity, and his breast expanded through the grace of
Your uniqueness.

O Lord! Make him a brilliant star in the horizon of Your
remembrance, a radiant light in the heaven of Your praise, a
fragrant breeze from the garden of Your paradise, a wafting
zephyr from the direction of Your grace, a ripe fruit from the
tree of Your oneness, and a beauteous, blossoming rose in the
meadows of Your gift.

O Lord! Make him renowned through Your name among Your
creation. Let him be consumed with love for You, casting off
all restraint in his passion for You and his longing to behold
Your beauty. O Lord! Deal with him as befits his connection to
You. Enable him to win Your good pleasure through his trust
in You. Open before him the gates of prosperity and success
through his submissiveness before You. Make him a blessed
pillar among Your loved ones, a herald of Your Covenant and
Testament among Your chosen ones, a banner raised upon the
highest peaks in Your land, and a true dawn in Your heaven,
so that he may assist Your Cause, exalt Your remembrance,
heal the breasts of the believers in God’s unity, illumine the
insight of the seekers, open the ears of the deaf, give speech to
the mute tongues, remove the veil from blind eyes, guide the
thirsty to the waters of Your mercy, direct the hungry to the
banquet table of Your feast, clothe the naked in the garments of
Your virtue and the robes of Your protection and preservation,
settle the fearful in the cave of Your safekeeping and shelter,
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make clear the straight path and direct way, and guide others
to Your ancient treasure and Your mighty wealth.

You know, O my God, the intensity of my love for him, my
great passion for him, my deep attachment to him, and how
constantly I remember him. Give joy to my eyes through wit-
nessing Your confirmations and beholding Your assistance to
him in all matters, O my compassionate Lord! Make him a
sign before which necks bow down, a banner waving above the
seven spheres, a light toward which eyes are fixed, and a lamp
by which the horizons are illumined.

5 By Your mighty Self-Subsistence! I find no solace in my sep-
aration, no cooling for my burning, no healing for my illness,
and no quenching of my thirst except in seeing sanctified souls
arising through Your divine power to exalt Your Word, mer-
ciful manifestations striving to spread Your fragrance, radi-
ant dawning-places from whose faces shine the lights of Your
bounty, and sweet water springs and fountains of cool drink.
Then my eyes are gladdened, my spirit stirred, my success in-
creased, my face made radiant, and my tongue moved from the
depths of my heart to thank You for this abundant blessing,
this conclusive proof, this manifest power, and this resplendent
might. I say: Praise be to You, O my God, for having per-
fected Your favor, facilitated Your gift, encompassed all with
Your mercy, caused the oceans of Your grace to surge, and
stirred the winds of Your loving-kindness. Verily, You are the
Generous, the Merciful, the Kind.
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To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar, in Marv
Date: 1896-Dec-03

O my God, Refuge of the distressed, Haven of the troubled,
Shelter of them that are nigh unto Thee! This, Thy servant,
destitute and poor, is firm in Thy Ancient Covenant and stead-
fast in Thy Straight Path. He is detached from all save Thee
and humble before Thee. He hath sacrificed his all in Thy path
and offered up his spirit, his being and his existence as an obla-
tion for love of Thee. He hath traversed lands, crossed valleys
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and deserts, plunged into seas, and at all times hastened to dis-
tant regions, raising the call of Thy Name, spreading mention
of Thee, promoting Thy Cause and proclaiming Thy attributes,
gladdened by Thy sweet savors, promulgating Thy signs and
exalting Thy Word. O Lord! He hath dedicated his counte-
nance to Thy gracious countenance and sacrificed his soul for
Thy resplendent Beauty, and in all conditions he hath called
upon Thee.

O Fulfiller of hopes and Bestower of gifts! Make smooth my
path, assist me to serve Thee, enable me to obey Thee, gather
me beneath the banner of Thy Covenant, and make me a man-
ifestation of the signs of Thy Testament. O Lord! I am weak
- strengthen me to exalt Thy Word; I am feeble - fortify my
back for Thy worship; I am frail - gird up my loins for servitude
unto Thee.

O Lord! Necks are bowed before the grandeur of Thy Lordship,
voices are hushed before the sovereignty of Thy Divinity, and
shoulders are bent before the might of Thy Self-Subsistence. I
implore Thee at the threshold of Thy Oneness to illumine his
face among the concourse of the near ones, to expand his breast
with the light of certitude, to raise his station to the highest
heaven, to shelter him beneath the shadow of Thy manifest
light, to aid him with the hosts of Thy mighty Kingdom, and to
manifest through him the evidences of Thy power among them
that profess Thy unity, that he may rend asunder the veils of
doubt from the eyes of the wavering ones and scatter the hosts
of those who dwell in uncertainties through Thy might and
power, O Thou Most Great!

May he remove the veil, thrust back the spears, take up the
Book of Thy manifest Covenant and call out to all the world:
“Come ye to the Mighty Covenant! Come ye to the Ancient
Testament! Come ye to the Manifest Tablet! Come ye to the
luminous Kingdom! Come ye to the cup that overfloweth with
the grace of the Lord of Lords! Come ye to the sweet and
flowing spring! Come ye to the cool fountain and drink! Come
ye to the Straight Path! Come ye to the Right Way! Come ye
to the firm handhold and the strong cord!”

O Lord! He is worthy of this call - let not the blame of the
foolish blamers shake him, nor the tempests of trials and tests
cause him to waver. O Lord! Make bright his morn, illumine
his lamp, loose his tongue, make manifest his exposition, and
make him a sign of Thy great mercy. Verily, Thou art the
Hearer of Prayer, and verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Power-
ful.
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AB05447

To: Mirza Hubbullah et al., in Tihran
Date: 1896-Dec-03

O thou who seekest guidance by the light of guidance! Dense
clouds have arisen and covered the horizons of hardened hearts
like a veil, and harmful rains have poured down, with thunder
and lightning - yet it was but an empty summer cloud with
nothing lasting.

By God! Even if drawn swords were to threaten me, and deadly
arrows were aimed at me, and hostile armies and tyrannical
forces were to attack me, my tongue would not tire from praise,
nor would my soul weary from prayer, nor would my call in the
name of my Most Glorious Lord be cut off among the people.

Soon you will hear the beating of this drum and the melodies of
this trumpet from the Supreme Horizon - Glory be to my Most
Glorious Lord! At that time necks will be humbled and heads
will bow down and faces will submit before the Ever-Living,
the Self-Subsisting.

The clouds will disperse and the stars will darken and the most
glorious jewel of God’s religion will shine upon the crown of
God’s Covenant. On that day you shall see those who wavered
in manifest loss.

And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran
Date: 1896-Dec-03

O God! This is a star that has risen from the horizon of
steadfastness in Thy Covenant, and a bird of firmness that
has soared in the atmosphere of the glory of Thy Testament
and Thy yearning, and a diver of truth who has plunged into
the depths of the seas of faithfulness in Thy love.
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2 This is a flame of fire kindled from the Tree of Thy mercy, who
has arisen with all his strength to establish Thy Covenant,
exalt Thy Word, spread Thy laws, manifest Thy signs, and
cause Thy lights to shine forth.

O Lord! He is among the Hands of Thy Cause. Strengthen
him with the hosts of Thy Kingdom, and aid him to assist Thy
Cause, spread Thy signs, and gather those who are scattered
from beneath Thy shade.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.
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To: Nayrizi, Mulla Muhammad Shafi son of Mulla Ali Nagi
Date: 1896-Dec-03

O my Lord, my Hope, my Refuge and my Shelter! I have
stretched forth the hands of supplication and entreaty toward
the might of Thy Self-Subsistence and the greatness of Thy
Lordship, beseeching Thee to send down every consolation and
pour forth every patience upon the heart of Thy servant who
answered Thy call, hearkened to Thy summons, was set aflame
with the fire of Thy love, whose breast was dilated through
knowing Thee, and who received a portion of Thy gift - for
grievous trials have intensified against him, severe ordeals have
weighed heavily upon him, calamities have befallen him, and
mighty hardships have encompassed him. The hearts of both
near and far have been burned for his sake, oceans have poured
from eyes, the light of joy has been transformed into the dark-
ness of night, the dove of sorrows has warbled with plaintive
melodies, embers have been kindled in hearts, souls have fallen
into stupor, and waves of tears have clashed together when the
hurricanes of Thy destined decree uprooted the trees of the par-
adise of recognition of the Manifestation of Thy Self-Subsisting
Self, causing the leaves of the gardens of certitude to turn yel-
low and the fruits of the meadows of faith to be scattered, and
the pillars of the people of ecstasy to shake.

O Lord! Honor the resting place of those who have arrived at
the gate of Thy Oneness, grant them a blessed dwelling, admit
them into the court of Thy holiness, allow them to enjoy the
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banquets of intimacy in the paradise of Thy Oneness, bestow
upon them the grace of meeting Thee, and honor them with
beholding Thy Beauty.

O Lord! He who was named Thy servant has yearned to meet
Thee in the Most Exalted Kingdom and the Most Glorious
Companion, and has cried out with heart and vitals aflame:
O Lord! Save me from burning in the fire of separation and
the flames of longing, raise me up to Thee, bring me into Thy
presence, give me to drink from the cup of meeting from the
hand of the Cup-Bearer of bounty, and deliver me from the
blaze of the fire of grief and the intensity of regret and sorrow.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Bestower.

He is God

O thou who art surrounded by immeasurable calamity! Verily,
those souls who joined the Supreme Concourse were symbols
of His grandeur. The Horizon of this world was illumined with
the light of their countenance. They were the daysprings of
Divine Love and the fountainheads of His Knowledge. By God,
their departure from the horizon of this world is the cause of
great regret and sorrow, for as those luminous rays returned to
the Sun of Truth, as those birds of the Meadow of Recognition
winged their way to the Mystic Garden of Oneness like lovers
of beauty and truth, they were united with their True Love.

We should be comforted and remember the afflictions that be-
fell the Ancient Beauty and beseech God that we, too, may
drink the eternal camphor from the crystal cup offered by the
Hand of His Favor and pray that we, too, may attain such a
great bestowal. They have achieved a joyous ending by having
responded to the Divine Call, by having attained the recog-
nition of the Ancient Beauty, by having tread the path of
His Good Pleasure and by having held fast with the utmost
strength to the cord of His Covenant. By God, this is the
Most Magnificent Grace.
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To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1896-Dec-04

O thou who hast turned thy face toward Him through Whom
the earth and heavens were illumined! Blessed art thou for
having stood firm in the Covenant. Glad tidings unto thee for
having remained steadfast in God’s Covenant. By God the
True One! The essences of unity and the temples of oneness
speak thy praise and glorify and extol thee for what flowed
from thy pen in addressing one who fell unconscious from the
whisperings of the people of passion. And the manifestations of
thy Lord’s greatest signs and the dawning-places of the lights
of guidance value thee as thou deservest and describe thee as
thou merit, for the blame of no blamer deterred thee in the
Cause of God and thy earthly ties prevented thee not from
standing firm in God’s Covenant.

O Lord! This is Thy servant who hath clung to the hem of
Thy divine robe and held fast to the fringes of the garment
of Thy love, and hath detached himself from every connection
that bindeth him not to the cord of servitude to the sign of Thy
mercy. O Lord! Aid him to remain firm and steadfast in his
present state through Thy conquering might and Thy manifest
power, that the heat of his love may not be diminished by the
coldness of the wavering ones, nor the lamp of his steadfastness
extinguished by the doubts of the violators. Rather, increase
its heat at all times and make him a brilliant star in the horizon
of certitude, a piercing flame against the frozen ones, and a
superior deterrent against the seditious ones. Verily Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful.

Your eloquent letter arrived, its wise contents revealing stead-
fastness and indicating firmness. Likewise the response letter
was truly a decisive proof, clear evidence, firm statement and
manifest meaning - and God is the Helper. But what benefit
when receptive ears are conditional - “Verily thou canst not
guide whom thou lovest, but God guideth whom He willeth.”
Despite all those counsels, proofs and complete evidence, they
gave the message to Master Aqa, and “Among men is he who
purchaseth idle tales to mislead from God’s path” and “Among
men is he who disputeth about God without knowledge or guid-
ance or an enlightening Book.” Although he should make the
blackness of that ink the kohl of his eyes and its meanings the
polish of his vision, “When he read it, he frowned and turned
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pale and green.” Leave that poor one to himself - doubts sur-
round and encompass him, thus he has no chance to open his
eyes, “cast upon him morning and evening.” While before the
Ascension of the Blessed Beauty when there was no ulterior mo-
tive, no one mentioned his name and if he died no one would
visit him - this servant day and night overseen his affairs and
let no dust settle upon him. But after the Ascension every
wavering one shows him utmost sincerity. He no longer thinks
that “I am the same person - how did the page turn?” The
poor one has been deceived by these things. Soon thou shalt
see him in manifest loss. And thou - leave the wavering ones
in their vain discourse playing.
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To: Mim Shin Mulk, in Tihran
Date: 1896-Dec-0/

O my God! Thou art God and there is no God but Thee. Thou
confirmest whomsoever Thou willest in justice and fairness,
and Thou abasest whomsoever Thou willest through their fall
into the abyss of tyranny. Thou enablest whomsoever Thou
willest to protect Thy chosen ones, to preserve the blood of
Thy servants, to safeguard Thy loved ones, and to aid those
dear to Thee. O Lord! Protect every protector of the choic-
est among Thy creation, preserve every preserver of the most
virtuous among Thy creatures, strengthen the loins of every
supporter of the oppressed, fortify the back of every helper of
the distressed, expand the breast of every minister under the
banner of equity, facilitate the affairs of every prince who un-
furls the standard of justice and rolls up the carpet of tyranny,
renew the foundation of the mercies of those who have gone
before, and cause to flow what serves as a goodly example for
those who will come after. O Lord! Aid them with the hosts of
Thy Kingdom and enable them to attain Thy good-pleasure, O
Thou before Whose power all necks bow down in submission.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, the Sovereign,
the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Nephew of Jinab-i Nazir
Date: 1896-Dec-04

O my Lord! This is a servant who has turned to the Kingdom of
Thy unity, who has been guided by the Fire kindled in the Tree
of Thy singleness, and who has supplicated to the Kingdom
of Thy detachment, being assured of Thee and Thy verses,
holding fast to the cord of Thy favors, hoping for Thy help
and protection, seeking Thy good-pleasure, and yearning for
well-being through Thy grace.

O my Lord! Open unto him the gates of joy, transform all his
hardship into ease, and make him to find comfort in all affairs,

O my Tender Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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To: Hasan Khurasani
Date: 1896-Dec-05

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The response to your
letter was somewhat delayed due to many occupations and
sorrows, not due to negligence. For some time we stayed at the
foot of Mount Carmel at the place of Elias, and day and night
we remembered you and sought confirmation. I was somewhat
engaged with myself and intimate with the divine fragrances
and despairing of all else. Then the governor sent a letter

urgently requesting our return, so considering this we returned.

Now in the Most Great Prison time passes, and my breast is a

target for the arrows and spears of all the peoples of the world.
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The body is utterly weak and in the heart is a burning fire. My
companion is a weeping eye and the candle of the gathering is
the flame of grief. There is neither a sympathizer nor a kind
friend. In any case, we turn to the Supreme Concourse and
seek assistance from the Abha Kingdom. Though outwardly
we are without helper or assistant, yet the Abha Beauty is our
supporter and helper. When love comes from You, O Ultimate
Goal, all that is upon the earth is but dust. No one can take
away this confirmation and no one can remove this garment of
sanctification, and “Verily, it was incumbent upon Us to help
the believers.”...
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In 1898 when the late Mirza Aqay-i-Afnan, surnamed Nuri’'d-
Din, was engaged in business in Port Said, he received a cable
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha, stating essentially, “Port Said. Nur. West-
ern friends will arrive. Provide Eastern hospitality.”

This telegram confirmed for the honored Nuri’d-Din a predic-
tion of the Master made two years earlier during His conversa-
tion with Haji Muhammad-Isma‘ili-Yazdi. That is, two years
earlier, ‘Abdu’l-Baha one day humorously said to the Haji, “I
had a dream and you must interpret it for me.” The Haji re-
sponded, “But how am to interpret my Master’s dream?” For
the second time, in humor, ‘Abdu’l-Baha insisted that the Haji
was to give the meaning of His dream, but the Haji yet again
kept his tongue.

Thereupon, the Master related His dream: “Last night the
Ancient Beauty appeared in my dream and said, ‘I have guests
that have never been here before. I want you to receive them
most befittingly” 1 related Baha'u’llah’s command to the
Greatest Holy Leaf. Together, we went to the storage [area]
and retrieved the set of fine china that the Khal’s son (that is,
the honored Haji Mirza Muhammad-‘Aliy-i-Afnan) had sent
from China and got it ready.”

After jesting with the Haji some more, ‘Abdu’l-Baha explained
the meaning of the vision: “The standard of the Faith has been
raised in America. A number in that country have embraced
the Faith and will come here soon for pilgrimage to the Sacred
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Shrine of Baha'u’llah. These friends have never outwardly been
here and will now come and share in this blessing.”

LTWS.xix, AFNAN.147

ABO00116

To: Burugirdi, Jamal son of Mull Ali Mugjtahid, in Tihran
Date: 1896 ca.

Glorified art Thou, O God! The least of the signs of Thy King-
dom is, under all conditions, sanctified above all description
and praise, and every single reality in Thy dominion is exalted
beyond the highest tributes of the people of the world; for the
very essence of remembrance is wholly removed from the One
remembered, and the inner reality of all praise remaineth veiled
from the One praised. The signs of Thy dominion, in their very
essence, are immeasurably exalted above the reckoning of the
exponents of praise, and are sanctified beyond the grasp of
them that are endued with understanding. The most eminent
of sages have acknowledged their failure in this regard, confess-
ing that their minds can fathom only that which is within the
measure of human capacity and commensurate with the power
of the birds of mortal thought when soaring in the heights of
knowledge.

O my God! Given such clear and evident powerlessness, such
plain and manifest poverty in recognizing the least of the signs
of Thy dominion in the world of creation, how then can I un-
loose my tongue to make mention of Thine attributes and to
proclaim Thy virtues? How can I speak forth Thy praise and
celebrate Thy glory in Thy presence? How can I extol the evi-
dences of being and the realities of existence that are found in
the world of allusions and the realm of creation?

I have no recourse but to proclaim: “Hallowed and sanctified
art Thou! Immeasurably high, exalted, and glorified art Thou!”
and to implore pardon for this sin and transgression of mine,
which hath filled me with shame before Thy loved ones. For to
proclaim Thy sanctity and holiness is naught but to venture to
describe Thee and, as such, is an evident sin, a shameful and
palpable error.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by the Hands of Thy Cause, the
Daysprings of Thy remembrance and the Dawning-Places of
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Thy command, and by the coursing of the stars and the burn-
ing meteors that rain down upon them that deny Thy manifest
Cause and stray from Thy straight Path, to assist Thy loved
ones who are firm in Thy Covenant and Testament and stead-
fast in Thy love and remembrance. Help them attain unto
every good Thou hast ordained in Thine all-glorious Kingdom.
Thou art, in truth, the Powerful, the Mighty.

That which Jinab-i-Ismu’llah had written was perused. He
hath asked for provisions for the journey to the divine King-
dom, and spiritual sustenance for the world to come. As thou
well knowest, in this day, such provisions consist in assisting
weak souls to become firm and steadfast in the Covenant, dif-
fusing the divine fragrances, protecting the stronghold of the
Cause of God, and preserving the distinctive features of His re-
ligion. For in the Abha Kingdom there is no greater gift than
this, and among the Concourse on high there is no offering
more wondrous. It is therefore incumbent upon thee to strive
to the utmost, by day and by night, to carry out this important
task, so that no breach may be made in the unity of the Word
of God, and no divisions may arise in this mighty Covenant
and binding Testament. Alas for all whose feet slip and whose
hearts waver!

i This servant’s highest wish and greatest desire hath ever been

that we may all gather together beneath the sheltering shadow
of the Word of Oneness, wholly forgetful of every vain imagin-
ing; that we may search for none other than His Countenance,
seek naught but His abode, and commune only with Him. May
we, in truth, offer up our lives wholly for His sake, surrender
ourselves in His path, and strive to diffuse the sweet savours
of the Beloved far and wide.

For many years, Baha'u’llah nurtured these servants in the
bosom of His loving-kindness, and trained and educated us
through His compassion and unfailing bounty. Even as a tender
and loving Teacher, He taught us — His children—the requisites
of courtesy. In the school of God He instructed us, so that after
the ascension of His radiant Beauty we might arise to follow
the example of the faithful, and strive to serve the Cause of
God and glorify His Word. He promised us His confirmations
and assured us of His assistance, saying, “Verily, We behold
you from Our realm of glory, and shall aid whosoever will arise
for the triumph of Our Cause with the hosts of the Concourse
on high and a company of Our favoured angels.”

Praise and thanksgiving be unto the incomparable Lord, Who
hath fulfilled His promises and provided all that He had fore-
told. He hath levelled every rough and rutted road and made
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smooth every stony path. He hath opened the portals of vic-
tory and graced us with the sweet savours of the Holy Spirit.
The hosts of His all-glorious Kingdom have rushed forth, and
the countless legions of His Company on high have descended
with their swords unsheathed. He hath scattered the armies of
His foes and defeated the legions of His enemies. Moreover, He
hath manifested the signs of His power in all parts of the world
and revealed His mighty Cause in every land. The melodies
of His holiness have resounded in Europe, and the signs and
tokens of His Revelation have been made visible to the Bulgar
and the Slav. In America, His lamp hath shed its light upon
the darksome night and guided souls from near and far. The
fame of His majesty hath been noised abroad throughout Per-
sia, and His servants in Tihran have come to be truly revered
to a degree that is without compare in former times.

In the Great City, He hath, in these days, thwarted the pro-
ponents of the Evil One and exposed their mischief for all to
see. He hath completely extinguished that fire and caused
their tale to be erased from memory. Indeed, the gathering
of the worst mischief-makers and fiercest calumniators of the
Blessed Beauty in such a significant location, their incessant
efforts by every means to bring ruin to the Cause of God, and
their resorting to all manner of whisperings and machinations
posed a grave danger to the Cause and provoked grievous mal-
ice against the loved ones of God. They had firmly pledged,
one and all, to throw this land into turmoil. Through the in-
termediary of Jamalu’d-Din-i-Afghani, they had penetrated all
the ministerial circles. By the aid of that person, they had even
gained access to the private royal quarters. Yahya’s son-in-law
became the personal secretary of Jamalu’d-Din, and Shaykh
Ahmad was among the permanent members of his circle. They
uttered every possible calumny and seized upon every possible
measure to subvert the Divine Edifice and harm these exiles.

Placing our whole trust in God, we held fast to the cord of res-
ignation, and with sanctified hearts we cleaved tenaciously to
patience. At last, a hand emerged from the invisible Realm and
tore asunder the veils of hypocrisy and deception of that slan-
derous band. Their mischief became apparent, their sedition
clearly manifest.
they were afflicted with the retribution which such behaviour
entaileth. They fell into the grip of justice and were sent to
Persia. Take heed lest this matter be misunderstood by the
common people.

Their malicious scrolls were revealed, and
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The point is this, that after His ascension, the Ancient Beauty
graciously aided His blessed Cause a hundredfold and vouch-
safed divine confirmations unto these helpless ones. All praise
and glory, all reverence and honour belong unto such a Lord!

2 In brief, the greatest yearning of this servant is to fulfil this

sublime aspiration, which is to serve the Cause of God. At
no time have I ever cherished any desire of mine own, nor
do I regard myself as having any existence before the signs
of His Oneness. But I strive to safeguard the impregnable
stronghold of His resplendent Cause. I am apprehensive of any
corruption of the Text, of any false interpretation, of all discord
and division, lest a thousand years from now such matters arise
once more and cause a breach in the one true Faith of God. For
such a condition would destroy the very foundation and utterly
subvert the cornerstone of the Divine Edifice. We would, one
and all, be left hopeless and deprived, outcast and condemned.
The dispersion of the gathering of the friends and the scattering
of the company of the believers would be so great that each
one of them would be lost and forgotten in the wilderness of
perdition. Naught would remain of the Temple of the Cause of
God but an insignificant name in common histories. We must
therefore bend all our energies towards keeping the stronghold
of the Cause impregnable and its foundation inviolate.

Thou hast written concerning the holding of gatherings on the
occasion of the Day of the Covenant. Nothing greater, more po-
tent, or more momentous can be conceived than the Covenant
of God and His Testament! No such thing hath ever occurred in
the Dispensations of the past, that an explicit text should be so
clearly revealed in such unmistakable language as in the Most
Holy Book, a quarter of a century prior to the ascension of its
Author; that the Ancient Beauty should nurture and educate
all His loved ones through this divine grace; that He should
then enter, with His Sublime Pen, into this firmly established
and mighty Covenant with them; and that He should mention
this Covenant in all His Books and Tablets, encouraging and
praising those who hold fast unto it and renouncing those who
break it. By what means can the one who hath failed to cling
to this firm cord and mighty bond be secured? All the chains
and ties of the world would be incapable of binding him fast.

Should it be thy wish to provide the means of ensuring a firmer
adherence to the Covenant, compile thou the words and verses
that have been revealed in all the divine Tablets on the subject
of the Covenant and the Testament, and, after reading the
Book of the Covenant in that gathering, recite those verses,
so that the station of the steadfast and the station of those
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who waver may be made clear. This matter is greater than all
others.

LOTW#41 UMich962.140-141x, UMich991.097-
098x, NURA#41, MMK4#081
p.090x, ASAT3.041-042x, ASAT4.058x,
AVK1.009.10x, AVK4.015.13x, AVK4.308x

ABO00111

To: Bashir Ilahi, Mirza Aqa (Bashirus-Sultan) et al., in Bushihr

Date: 1896 ca.

O divine friends and true companions of the Lord of the
Worlds! Through His all-embracing mercy, He brought all
created things from the realm of nothingness into existence,
and from the treasury of the unseen into the visible world. He
endowed each reality among created things with excellences
and perfections befitting its station and realm, such that these
characteristics, excellences and perfections would become its
eternal felicity and true paradise. And when deprived of these
qualities and excellences, it would be buried in the lowest
depths of hell. Thus it became clear that when a courtyard
or mountainside brings forth flowers and fragrant herbs, it
becomes a sublime paradise, and when deprived of this great
bounty and eternal blessing, it becomes the furnace of hell
fire. And likewise with all other created things.

Among created things is the sacred human being, whom the
Divine Realm has distinguished and honored with excellences,
characteristics and qualities that make humanity the very

essence of all created things and the spirit of all realities.

Among the celestial characteristics of this sacred reality are
reason and intelligence, and justice and fairness through
heavenly inspiration. These divine powers have been bestowed
to be put into action, not to be neglected and suspended. For
instance, reason has been granted so that one may deeply
contemplate and reflect on the beginnings and consequences
of matters with penetrating thought, to distinguish between
right and wrong actions, to perceive what is harmful and
beneficial, to act with justice and fairness, and thus become a
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manifestation of the Most Merciful’s grace and the dawning-
place of the light of God’s mercy. These two sacred powers of
reason and justice are two great signs of the Lord of Grace.

In these days, distressing news and incidents of great op-
pression against His Majesty the perfect Sovereign and just
Monarch are arriving from all directions through newspapers.
Truly, all of Iran, nay rather all the people of the world,
should weep with utmost regret and raise cries of lamentation
and distress for this monarch.

Firstly, for a long time this zealous king held the reins of affairs
in his capable hands and attended to the cry of every oppressed
one, whether stranger or kin. In the beginning of his reign, the
reins of public affairs were in the hands of ministers who imple-
mented whatever they wished according to their own judgment.
But for a long time, the king personally attended to dispensing
justice and implemented perfect justice and fairness. Through-
out all regions of Iran, he responded to the cry of the oppressed,
and in all corners of the protected realms, he wiped away the
tears of the wronged. He was the refuge of the helpless and
the shelter of the dispossessed.

Secondly, he fell victim to such a treacherous people who,
through this severe oppression, caused him to fly to the eternal
world. One must weep for the oppression of any soul, especially
such a leader who cared for all.

Thirdly, the Iranian nation became disgraced and infamous
among all nations, and this infamy will remain as a black mark
in the pages of world history for all time.

And fourthly, consider how many harmful consequences follow
from this oppression and cruelty, and how much corruption
and sedition lie in the wake of this savagery and recklessness.
The ignorant souls perceive not the evil consequences of these
matters, but the person of insight weeps tears of blood and
burns in the fire of anguish and regret. Now if that rejected
murderer and stubborn violator had possessed even a modicum
of wisdom and intelligence, or fairness, how would he have
dared to commit such a grievous wrong? Verily, the curse of
God be upon the base murderer and violator! Verily, the wrath
of God be upon all who are content with this great oppression!

Observe how His Majesty the late sovereign ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz
Khan fell into the hands of traitors, and in the end they were
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not content with his deposition, but dared to murder that
oppressed monarch. They imagined this deed would bring
great benefits to the traitors - but observe its results and
fruits: how chaos ensued and affairs fell into the hands of base,
contemptible, abandoned and ignorant groups. The reins of
power slipped from the hands of a monarch who wished good
for his people, resulting in the Russian war.
souls and vast treasures were lost, hundreds of thousands of
families and households were scattered and forced to migrate,
vast territories of Islamic lands fell into foreign hands, and
finally those wretched souls themselves found their abode in
the depths of hell, humiliated and at loss. All these harms
befell the Islamic world due to the oppression of that monarch.
Were it not for the statesmanship, political skill and foresight
of His Majesty the accomplished sovereign ‘Abdu’l-Hamid
Khan, by now the Ottoman state and nation would have
been completely effaced due to the evil consequences of that
oppression and rebellion. But by God’s grace, after that
severe chronic disease afflicted the body of state and nation,
this skilled and accomplished physician appeared, who is still
engaged in treating that deadly malady. We hope, through the
grace of the Glorious Lord, that they will succeed in effecting
a complete cure, and this mighty state will be cleansed of all
pain, tribulation and disease.

Two million

O loved ones of God! Although that kind sovereign bid farewell
to this world, praise be to God that the throne of Iranian
sovereignty was adorned by the auspicious accession of a just
monarch, who became established on the fortunate throne of
sovereignty in this eastern land. This justice-spreading leader
is in truth a sign of divine mercy and the embodied reality
of boundless justice. His heart is compassionate and his ten-
derness is like the fragrance of the morning breeze. During his
governorship of Azerbaijan, he hurt no one’s feelings and broke
no heart. He showed kindness to the well-wishers and dealt tol-
erantly with ill-wishers, rebels and insurgents. He overlooked
faults and acted with forgiveness and pardon. Therefore raise
your hands in supplication and bow down at the threshold of
the Self-Sufficient Lord, saying:

O Lord! Keep this fortunate monarch safe in the shelter of Thy
protection, and keep this justice-spreading sovereign under the
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gaze of Thy favor. Aid him with Thy heavenly hosts and assist
him with Thy celestial armies. Increase his might and make
his sovereignty firm and established. Preserve this crown and
throne from the evil of traitors to the state, and protect it from
the corruption of rebels and insurgents. Add to his might day
by day, and gladden the eyes of his well-wishers.

O loved ones of God! Observe how in all the divine Tablets ye
are bidden to obedience and submission, and are commanded
to serve with sincerity and faithfulness, and to manifest servi-
tude to the divinely-ordained throne of sovereignty. Therefore,
arise to render service with utmost truthfulness of purpose,
with goodly intent and obedience to government, and sacrifice
your lives in the discharge of your duties as subjects. Know ye
that the glory of this crowned sovereign is the glory of all the
people of Iran, and the comfort of this monarch is the felicity
of all who call this land their home. Act in such wise that
your services to the throne of majesty may become the guiding
thread for all the peoples of the world.
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To: Burugirdi, Jamal son of Mull Ali Mugjtahid, in Tihran
Date: 1896 ca.

...strive with perfect steadfastness and firmness to protect and
safeguard the mighty fortress of God’s Cause, and encourage
and urge all to remain firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant
and Testament, so that all the loved ones of God may each,
like a manifest standard, wave in the breezes of the Covenant
and Testament upon the hills of the horizons.

Today, the greatest of all matters and the most important of
affairs is the teaching of God’s Cause and the diffusion of the
divine fragrances. One must arise to promote this by all pos-
sible means. Today this endeavor is confirmed, and the hosts
of the Abha Kingdom are the supporters of this station and
servants of this purpose. This is the time for foundation-laying,
not embellishment; the time for promotion, not modification.

Beseech and pray to God that He may enable us all to suc-
ceed in this mighty endeavor and grant us a portion of this
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bounty, and that we may become the manifestation of “We
shall show you from My horizon the most glorious” and “We
shall assist whosoever ariseth to aid My Cause with the hosts
of the Concourse on High.”

We visit the Holy Shrine at all times on your behalf and im-
plore the outpourings of the Abha Kingdom that, God willing,
you may be so successful in serving God’s Cause and unifying
the Word that the voice of praise from the invisible Realm and
the Concourse on High may reach the ears of all these yearn-
ing souls. The time has come when, like the breezes from the
gardens of sanctity wafting over the consciousness and souls of
the friends, perfuming them with holy fragrances, all become
so stirred, moved and gladdened that they rush dancing and
clapping to the arena of the men of the field of divine knowl-
edge.

Be not dejected or grieved by circumstances and events. This
is not the time for dejection and withering, but the season of
freshness and vigor. Praise be to God that the bestowals and
confirmations of the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit, my being,
and my essence be sacrificed for His pure dust and His stead-
fast, assured servants - are like successive, consecutive, and
continuous waves of the Most Great Sea, and the outpourings
of divine mercy are continuous from all directions, and we are
promised the assistance of the near angels, which are divine
confirmations. What sorrow then remains and what grief do
you bear? One must be a man of the field, of polo and mallet.
And peace be upon you....
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1896 ca.

O honored Amin, upon thee be the glory and praise of God!
Thy services at the Divine Threshold, both during the days
of the Manifestation and after His ascension, are evident, and
this is among the greatest confirmations of the Lord of Hosts.
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Therefore give thanks unto God for this and praise Him. This
is through the bounty of the Blessed Beauty, that one such
as I and those like me are enabled and confirmed in this gift.
Therefore, raise thy suppliant hands to the court of the All-
Glorious and begin thy entreaty:

O Lord! Through Thy mighty grace and profound favor, Thou
hast given shelter to the destitute and ruined, granted access
to Thy divine court, bestowed awareness, guided through the
light of dawn and infinite bounty, and enabled service. Thy
benevolence and generosity have so encompassed existence that
particles have gained the properties of luminous orbs and drops
have manifested the waves of seas. Through Thy continuous
grace and bounty and the radiance of the sun of Thy gifts, ev-
ery plant has become a fruitful tree, and every herb has trans-
formed into flowers, sweet basil, hyacinth and thyme. Keep
this servant steadfast in Thy service until his final breath.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Several successive letters were sent and will, God willing, arrive
In these days, the winds of tests will blow from the
direction of trials, and the whirlwind of examination will move
from every direction, and all that was foretold in the divine
Tablets shall appear. Since the Cause is mighty, surely the
tests will be mighty. Every year whose spring rivals Paradise
itself, whose season is gentle and wondrous, whose flowers and
herbs, hyacinths and thyme are the essence of freshness and
grace, and whose fruits and perfumed produce are the height
of sweetness—surely its stormy rains, winter blizzards, snow and
ice, and rushing flood waters will also be more severe. Until
this intense cold encompasses all, that life-giving spring will
not adorn the world, the beauty of flowers will not unfold, the
birds of the meadow will not sing, and mountain and plain will
not rival the highest paradise. In brief, as the tests and trials
of the Cause of God become more intense and severe, its power
and might will become more evident in the world, and its light
will shine more brilliantly in the East and West of the world.

soon.

Praise be unto the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name,
Who hath uprooted the pillars of discord in the great city and
utterly severed the root of dissension. He hath rendered the
obstinate Shaykh Ahmad and the rejected Aqga Jan, together
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with all their supporters, captive to abasement and frustra-
tion. Throughout all regions of the world He hath confirmed
His Cause, and in every instance hath aided His loved ones
through the hosts of the Concourse on High, while humbling
His opponents in all places. He hath made manifest before
all the sincerity of purpose, goodness of intent, truthfulness,
trustworthiness and religiosity of His followers, while exposing
the corruption, enmity, sedition and malice of His ill-wishers.
He hath proven and established before all the governments of
the world that this community is commanded to obedience and
harmony, and is forbidden from conflict and discord. They are
well-wishers of the government and lovers and friends of the
sovereignty; they are obedient and submissive to the imperial
throne, and are willing and devoted servants of the royal court,
faithfully attending with heart and soul. These qualities were
hitherto unknown; indeed, quite the contrary was suspected
and unclear. Now, praise be to God, through the aid and fa-
vor of the Most Great Name, the truth of the matter hath
become known and evident, all paths have been made straight,
and every rocky terrain made smooth. No external difficulties
remain, and no mighty opponents or adversaries persist. The
remaining opponents have neither rank nor standing, and the
inveterate enemies neither worth nor presence. This concer-
neth the various groups and the vanquished foes.

As to His manifest Cause and His mighty Tidings: five and
twenty years before, in His Most Great Aqdas—that divine
Preserved Tablet and heavenly Mother Book—He had, in ex-
plicit and unequivocal terms, with clear and decisive utterance,
made plain the ancient, undeviating path and the straight and
direct way, and had set forth in shining splendor its weighty
proof. He left no partner and no sharer in His great Cause and
manifest sovereignty. Throughout this long span He nourished
all His loved ones, as tender infants, from this precious breast,
and made that mighty pillar manifest and evident.

Thereupon, through the influence of the Most Exalted Pen,
He took from the Concourse of creation, from the denizens of
the Realm on high, and from the inmates of the Pavilion of
holiness beyond the veils of eternity, a covenant and solemn
pledge, and caused oath and faith to be sworn: that He would
aid the steadfast with the hosts of the Abha Kingdom, support
the firm and rooted with companies of angels from the highest
horizon, abandon the violators to the captivity of utter loss,
and leave the wavering as hirelings of Satan. He concealed
no matter, and left no room for doubt. Yet, notwithstanding
so great a covenant, some grievous wavering must assuredly
appear; and despite so firm a testament, some breaker and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ege é\y :F SRS uﬁ\:«ﬂjz af ..,\;L“
g s b Oliles 5 55 a el S
T s b e o b Sl
:F sy 1y olacels 5 bl Cdlue
5wy ole y ol y s sde 5 £
35 355 psbne s syt |y Olaly faS
aufg,;\;);zﬂ,;ﬂ,ugtcu;,@
w2l 5 gt 5 ey 5 Colbl el om
Olis 5 0l 5 ddys Olsl e 3Lt
5 Nolae 5 mhe 1) ol b e bl
Tesh 313 o s 02 1y g5 s o5
b kS o e bl oy s dels
poneli s adie uSey 8 5n Iz Ji2
Cihe i) ol Zibe s Oy b 4 s
sl lealy momr 235 sxte s pins Jlo
Al e )l 5110 25 p  as
Iy 3L Ollee KlE gilae 5 ddio Tl )
5 1y e® Ol 5 & oy 5 0L
3ol Bk e Ol Ol G g2y

ol cloel

@;M;@ML’JWMJJG‘
o) & Giedie o) OF 55 e L
e oz 2p Gl SR el A Lyie
Loy g 3 e o Ollas b
3oy N e Mo s £ 1 e
e Ol glie ) s gy K2
@.,a)&ibdﬁb&b})ea‘ju\&
ol pdode ke Q;\););"; RSB
35 s ST s oS
PRGNSR R
Olg 5 e by Ol s (o8 351w o
252 B8 s kol b 255
Jee 1y oy 5 Al 3 O a gel &S
DN gl |y ol Sl o) 151 833
sse g o) Ol sl ) N 5 S
e b Ol ds CHR Gad 5 ool
b Gl 5 355 Jole s I &I
i 5 Y Sllazel 51 5 ol £hl i 31 o) AT
Wv‘::‘:“‘u-@g);

67



11

Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896

ABO00150

transgressor, deviating from the straight path, must needs be
seen. Such is the way of God and His unerring tests, and thou
shalt find no change in the way of God.

We cherish the hope that such things may not come to pass,
and that no such whisperings may be brought into the field.
First, because the Covenant is strong and the foundation of
the Testament is of sheets of iron. Second, because this servant
hath neither estrangement from any soul nor desire to assail
anyone. I bear no claim, seek no distinction, and am but a
perishable servant at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty and a
humble watchman at the sacred court. I contend with none and
strive against no one. I bow my head in submission and possess
a sound heart. Whoso willeth, let him hold fast unto the Most
Firm Cord of God and His strong rope; and whoso willeth, let
him waver in His weighty Covenant and His manifest Cause.

In any case, know this: if all the loved ones of God, God forbid,
should waver, this servant will not utter a word of reproach
against anyone nor speak a word. I will leave it to God and hold
fast to the handle of submission and resignation. But know
this: no veil can obscure this manifest light and no covering
can conceal it. Soon thou shalt see the wavering ones in evident
loss.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O my God! O my God! This is a servant truthful in Thy
service, faithful among Thy creation, striving with his spirit,
being and body in Thy Cause, seeking naught but Thy good-
pleasure, desiring nothing but the exaltation of Thy Word, the
dawning of Thy lights and the manifestation of Thy signs. He
hath spent what he possessed and all that was bestowed upon
him in Thy path, and hath expended his all in Thy love. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Helper, the Generous.
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To: Mirza Abbas, in Tabriz
Date: 1896 ca.

Praise be to God, Who hath called into being, within the world
of existence and from out the unseen realm of all created things,
a luminous and abiding Reality, shedding its grace upon all
that is possible of being; and hath made it the very image
of the All-Merciful, and fashioned therein, with manifest clar-
ity, the divine perfections and the verities of the universe; and
hath ordained it to be a perspicuous Book, vocal with the
fairest exposition, the sweetest and most eloquent utterance.
Thus hath it become a point embracing within itself all the
mysteries deposited in the world of mystic knowledge, and the
center of ecstasy and inner perception. Therefrom it was dif-
ferentiated and multiplied, spread abroad and expanded, and
became the source of letters and words in the Preserved Tablet
and the Unfolded Scroll. And upon that perfect Reality, that
all-embracing Being, that comprehensive Identity, that resplen-
dent Manifestation, that radiant effulgence, that shining proof,
and that all-pervading grace, be glory and praise and saluta-
tion and exaltation; and likewise upon whosoever hath kindled
his light from the Dayspring of mysteries and received abun-
dance from the Center of traces, the Revealer of the hidden,
shining over all regions in glory and praise unto everlasting
ages and eternal cycles and centuries.

2 O Thou Whose sanctity hath been proclaimed by the tongues
of all contingent beings, and Whose attributes all created
things have declared to be exalted above every imperfection;
Whom all things have praised with fairest speech and glorified
with most wondrous exposition! Yet Thou, in the reality
of Thine Essence and the identity of Thy Being, remainest
exalted above all descriptions. No attribute from those of
former generations hath attained unto Thee, nor any praises
from those of latter ages. Lord! How can the abject fly aspire
to wing its way unto the heights where soareth the eagle
of the ethereal realm? And how shall the spiders of men’s
minds weave with their threads upon the loftiest canopy
of transcendent glory, though they be aided by the utmost
strength? The mote is confounded when it would describe
the rising sun, and the drop is thwarted when it seeketh to
portray the surging seas. Such is the condition of all created
things, and such the majesty of the All-Merciful, sanctified
be the Almighty, the All-Bounteous. Is there, then, any path
unto praises and commendations? Nay, by Thy glory, O

ISV b 081 Jle b Tt (el b
W oo 5 OKGYT Jo 2o 221, Bl 2
5 TV SV e b gl 5 o)) 855
L LE Wabor 5 0L i 2,501 3L
S5 0l ) 5 ol 5 Ol el Tl
b ) ;ugau)u)\,.fw@a”t,w
5 SISy Shais Ola )y da ) 5
)ub}j-l-\ ¢ e v{}w 5 Sl
Ty sl 31y Lyt }U\gum\
5 A AL ke« u\}wu;u\}
el Sk 5 Zasld] m}é\} AALJ\ Aur.ﬁ\
Bl 2eadl 5 5 U1 3215 2Ll Gazal
) )‘j’“y‘ d‘k‘ o )‘JV‘ o8l e e s
G20 e 2NN S, e ol
VN I NI (AT AW I RS

SN, ol

5 oals Ladin O Gl cal e |
s i)y slin 4 Sl ) mr
PRING CJ;L. sdr 5 Ok el oLV K
P e S Bpn sl i § o
oﬁycxg\&qg\;dh@wf
Gl Oy YN e deldl Y, LY
5 Y Qs ol U1 0Ll e oL
Lrucxo\d,u\vfutb;*zqf
Al Al \,\,f O Jy M, &l &8
9 AAJUJ\ M \.W) Lo ojwla- o).ﬁb
A0 Sl s sly) 131 &l 8l
d.se,ua)\of&,d&\/\whm
U,J\,.m;\g;\ww&uuuﬂ\
ol ) KV oS Sy L Koy Y

5339 sl Slaakl potall

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 69



Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896

AB00199

Lord of the kingdoms of earth and heaven! Thou art verily
the sanctified, the exalted, the inaccessible, the mighty, the
best-beloved.

What refuge have I, then, O my Lord, and what path remains
before me, O my Beloved, save that I call upon Thee with
tongue and heart, and implore Thee to cast Thy gaze of mercy
upon these radiant faces, these speaking souls, these overflow-
ing realities; that Thou mayest enfold them in the tenderness
of the sovereignty of Thy singleness, strengthen them to walk
steadfastly in Thy Cause and remain firm in Thy Covenant,
and assist them to proclaim Thy verses and guide the peo-
ples of Thy lands, until Thy memorials be spread throughout
the horizons and the splendors of Thy Manifestations become
renowned along every path and passage of the world. Thou
art, verily, the One Who aideth and confirmeth, the Generous,
the Mighty, the Loving; and Thou art indeed the Lord, the
Compassionate, the Glorious, the Praised.

O distinguished seeker! Thou hast inquired concerning divers
abstruse questions, and hast desired that they be explained and
expounded as is fitting. This, however, is a matter requiring
leisure of time and respite from afflictions and adversities. Yet
I, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, amidst the confusion of circumstances, the
lack of opportunity, the multitude of dangers, and the abun-
dance of occupations and preoccupations, do swear by thy life
that I find not, even for the twinkling of an eye, any pause for
rest, nor any occasion for stillness and repose. Nevertheless,
we shall recount unto thee, in brief and wondrous words, that
which sufficeth; and do thou, from the hint, attain unto the
truth.

As to the lamentation of Adam for seventy thousand years,
it is not to be understood as these familiar years and num-
bered ages. Rather is it a designated span comprehending
a prolonged duration, even as the Day of Resurrection was
expressly ordained to be fifty thousand years, yet was accom-
plished in but a single instant, like unto the twinkling of an eye,
nay less than that. Nevertheless, matters which could scarcely
have been fulfilled in fifty thousand years were consummated,
brought to pass, and realized in one moment. Even so was
the lamentation of Noah: it was like unto a mourning that ex-
tendeth through seventy thousand years. This is the meaning
thereof.

And as to the She-Camel of God mentioned in the Surih of
Counsel, it signifieth His own sacred Self, which fell into the
hands of the enemies, who hamstrung it—that is, they tor-
mented Him, flayed Him with sharp tongues, chastised Him,
and wreaked their vengeance upon Him, until, through their
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tyranny, the heart was consumed. Therefore did their Lord
overwhelm them for their sin—that is, He deprived them of
the divine bounties, seized them, and abandoned them in their
heedlessness, their misery, their deprivation, and their igno-
rance unto everlasting ages.

And as to that which hath been recorded in the Visitation
Tablet of the Lord of Martyrs—may the souls of them that are
nigh unto God be a sacrifice unto Him—namely: “Through
Thy calamity the Point forsook its station and chose for itself
a place beneath the Ba’ “—know thou that the station of the
Point is the sign of the Book of Creation. The Point unfoldeth
itself into the Alif, and the Alif is repeated in numbers, where-
upon the exalted letters and the perfect words appear. And
since martyrdom in the path of God signifieth effacement and
utter self-annihilation, and is the mystery of sacrifice, it was
required that the Point descend beneath the Ba’ Thus did
it fall senseless and thunderstruck, in grief and sorrow for the
Lord of Martyrs—may the souls of them that are nigh unto
God be offered up for Him—and so, swooning, it came to rest
beneath the Ba’

And as to the blessed verse, “And on that Day eight shall bear
the throne of thy Lord,” know thou that the eight beareth the
nine. This is an allusion to the fact that the number of the
Most Great Name, sanctified be it, is nine, for it sitteth upon
the eight that bear its throne.

And as to that which was revealed in the Surih of Pilgrimage,
that God hath ordained for the circumambulator to hearken
to the Call of Truth whilst performing his circumambulation,
and if he hear it not, to repeat the circumambulation until he
do hear the Call—the meaning of this Call is the Call of the
All-Merciful in the right-hand valley of the human heart. This
is that blessed Spot whence the Call is raised, and which the
attentive and heedful ear doth hear; but from hearing it are
withheld the hardened hearts.

And as to thunder and lightning: lightning signifieth the
coming together of two mighty forces, the negative and the
positive—that is, the attractive force and the repelling force.
When these two powers are joined, the lightning doth flash,
cleaving the air and leaving a void in space. Then the air
returneth to fill that empty place, and from this there ariseth
a wave in the air; and the nerve of the ear is affected by that
undulation, and this is thunder.
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This is a brief exposition—wondrous, sufficient, convincing,
and satisfying for him who perceiveth the meanings, despite
the concision of the words. Upon thee be greeting and praise.

S i) ey LY Sl o GWl

INBAS8S8:185b

AB00282

To: Baha’is of Baku (Badkubih)
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou servant of the Holy Threshold! We have read what
flowed out from thy pen in thy love for God, and found the
contents of thy letter most pleasing. My hope is that through
the bounty of God, the breaths of the All-Merciful will at all
times refresh and renew thee.

Thou didst write of reincarnation. A belief in reincarnation
goeth far back into the ancient history of almost all peoples,
and was held even by the philosophers of Greece, the Roman
sages, the ancient Egyptians, and the great Assyrians. Nev-
ertheless such superstitions and sayings are but absurdities in
the sight of God.

The major argument of the reincarnationists was this, that
according to the justice of God, each must receive his due:
whenever a man is afflicted with some calamity, for example,
this is because of some wrong he hath committed. But take a
child that is still in its mother’s womb, the embryo but newly
formed, and that child is blind, deaf, lame, defective—what sin
hath such a child committed, to deserve its afflictions? They
answer that, although to outward seeming the child, still in the
womb, is guilty of no sin—nevertheless he perpetrated some
wrong when in his previous form, and thus he came to deserve
his punishment.

These individuals, however, have overlooked the following
point. If creation went forward according to only one rule,
how could the all-encompassing Power make Itself felt? How
could the Almighty be the One Who “doeth as He pleaseth
and ordaineth as He willeth”?

Briefly, a return is indeed referred to in the Holy Scriptures, but
by this is meant the return of the qualities, conditions, effects,
perfections, and inner realities of the lights which recur in every
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dispensation. The reference is not to specific, individual souls
and identities.

It may be said, for instance, that this lamplight is last night’s
come back again, or that last year’s rose hath returned to the
garden this year. Here the reference is not to the individual
reality, the fixed identity, the specialized being of that other
rose, rather doth it mean that the qualities, the distinctive
characteristics of that other light, that other flower, are present
now, in these. Those perfections, that is, those graces and gifts
of a former springtime are back again this year. We say, for
example, that this fruit is the same as last year’s; but we are
thinking only of the delicacy, bloom and freshness, and the
sweet taste of it; for it is obvious that that impregnable center
of reality, that specific identity, can never return.

What peace, what ease and comfort did the Holy Ones of God
ever discover during Their sojourn in this nether world, that
They should continually seek to come back and live this life
again? Doth not a single turn at this anguish, these afflictions,
these calamities, these body blows, these dire straits, suffice,
that They should wish for repeated visits to the life of this
world? This cup was not so sweet that one would care to drink
of it a second time.

Therefore do the lovers of the Abha Beauty wish for no other
recompense but to reach that station where they may gaze
upon Him in the Realm of Glory, and they walk no other

path save over desert sands of longing for those exalted heights.

They seek that ease and solace which will abide forever, and
those bestowals that are sanctified beyond the understanding
of the worldly mind.

When thou lookest about thee with a perceptive eye, thou wilt
note that on this dusty earth all humankind are suffering. Here
no man is at rest as a reward for what he hath performed in
former lives; nor is there anyone so blissful as seemingly to
pluck the fruit of bygone anguish. And if a human life, with
its spiritual being, were limited to this earthly span, then what
would be the harvest of creation? Indeed, what would be the
effects and the outcomes of Divinity Itself? Were such a notion
true, then all created things, all contingent realities, and this
whole world of being—all would be meaningless. God forbid
that one should hold to such a fiction and gross error.

For just as the effects and the fruitage of the uterine life are
not to be found in that dark and narrow place, and only when
the child is transferred to this wide earth do the benefits and
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uses of growth and development in that previous world become
revealed—so likewise reward and punishment, heaven and hell,
requital and retribution for actions done in this present life,
will stand revealed in that other world beyond. And just as,
if human life in the womb were limited to that uterine world,
existence there would be nonsensical, irrelevant—so too if the
life of this world, the deeds here done and their fruitage, did
not come forth in the world beyond, the whole process would
be irrational and foolish.

Know then that the Lord God possesseth invisible realms
which the human intellect can never hope to fathom nor the
mind of man conceive. When once thou hast cleansed the
channel of thy spiritual sense from the pollution of this worldly
life, then wilt thou breathe in the sweet scents of holiness that
blow from the blissful bowers of that heavenly land.

The Glory rest upon thee, and upon whosoever turneth toward
and gazeth on the Kingdom of the All-Glorious, which the
Lord hath sanctified beyond the understanding of those who
are neglectful of Him, and hath hid from the eyes of those who
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To: Mirza Husayn Zanjani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou whose gaze is fixed to the Abha Kingdom!

How great is the blessedness of those souls whose innermost
beings have became attracted unto God and who, led by the

lodestone of their love, have hastened to the field of martyrdom.

Such souls as these have abandoned hearth and home and have
detached themselves from all that runneth contrary to the will
of the Beloved. Like unto the gentle Ishmael they hastened to
the field to martyrdom and with the eloquence of Christ they
chanted soul-entrancing prayers on the cross. Like the glorious
Abraham they threw themselves in the fire of Nimrod and like
Moses became a captive in the hand of the Copts. Like Joseph
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they became imprisoned for bearing witness to the truth in
the path of God and like Noah the flood of wicked rebellion
swept them up. Again like the chaste John the Baptist they
fell captive in the hands of unbelievers and like the wronged
Zechariah they were imprisoned in the snare of the proud. Like
Muhammad, they were surrounded by innumerable calamities
and hardships, and with the Prince of Yathrib Medina and
the Lord of Batha Mecca suffered continuously from the de-
nial and the humiliation of the infidels. And again like the
wronged Husayn the oppressors ensnared them and in Karbila
they suffered utmost pain until they finally gave up their souls.
They all rode the steed of sacrifice and left the narrow confines
of this world with swiftness and great haste to attain the Abha
Kingdom. How great the blessedness of all such souls as these,
how fortunate their fate.

If thou didst only know the mystery of sacrifice in the path
of God which cometh of this peculiar bounty from the love
of God, if thou didst only know of the mystery of martyrdom
which God ordains for such of His servants who are particularly
near to Him, I swear by God that thou wouldst rush forth with
passionate zeal into the field of abnegation calling, 4€ccMake
haste, make haste to this great bounty! Come quickly to this
supreme act of grace, make speed, make speed to reach this gift
of God -!4€ But God in His wisdom hath chosen to hide this
light and conceal this mystery. He hath kept this secret close
so that His cause might be glorified and the station of His holy
ones might be protected, so that the mystery of choice might
eventually be revealed and the light of this special grace would
radiate from its own niche. Verily, He giveth to whomsoever
He willeth and doeth whatsoever He willeth and preventeth
whoever He willeth and chooseth in His mercy those whom He
desireth and confirmeth in giving whatever He desireth. And
verily He is the most Generous, the greatest Giver of all.

The soil of Zanjan is mixed with the blood of the friends and its
air is heated from the fire of sacrifice. Its gardens are colored
with their pure blood and its anemones have become beauti-
ful from the revenge of the faithful ones. How many souls in
that gathering drank the cup of bestowal from the cup-bearer
of sacrifice with utmost joy and eagerness, and how many pre-
cious beings rolled like scattered pearls in that dust and blood.
Therefore that region and territory is, in the presence of the
Lord, a piece of the rose garden of unity, and that land in the
sight of those possessed of certitude is among the most exalted
stations.

Thus it is of greatest importance and necessity that there be
souls present there who, like heavenly assistance, support the
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divine cultivation, and like the fragrance of flowers and morn-
ing breezes, bestow eternal life upon the hearts of the inhabi-
tants. They must become spiritual movers of the people of that
land and divine motivators of the descendants of the martyrs.
They must spread divine fragrances and raise up the banners
of the All-Merciful. This is very necessary and obligatory. If
it is possible for that honored one to return to that land and
engage in the craft that you were occupied with in the City of
Love, and in this process also engage in service to the Cause,
this would be most desirable.

O Lord! I beseech Thee with all humility, supplication, implor-
ing and contrition to assist every servant who arises to serve
Thy Cause, and every one enkindled with the fire of Thy love
who strives to exalt Thy Word, and every hero who loosens the
reins in the arena of spreading Thy traces, and every speaker
who speaks with most eloquent tongue in explaining Thy lights
and the mysteries of Thy Book. O Lord! They are servants
whom Thou hast distinguished with Thy grace and bounties
in this mighty cycle and whom Thou hast blessed with the
sweetest of Thy favors in this glorious gathering, and whose
faces Thou hast illumined in Thy radiant Kingdom and whose
beauty Thou hast made to shine forth from Thy manifest hori-
zon. O Lord! They are the angels of Thy inspiration and the
treasuries of Thy knowledge and the mighty ones among Thy
creation and the repositories of Thy mystery and the dawning-
places of Thy grace and the rain clouds of Thy generosity and
the lions of Thy thickets and the fish of Thy pools and the
flowers of Thy gardens. O Lord! Assist me through their
holy breaths and enable me to serve them through Thy gen-
tle fragrances. O Lord! Make them the dawning-places of Thy
confirmation and the rising-points of Thy oneness and the eyes
of Thy wisdom and the stars of Thy bounty and the emblems
of Thy religion and the signs of Thy kingdom and the banners
of Thy might. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Giver, the
Bestower.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1896 ca.

O you who are without head or foot, come to Mount Sinai!
Cease your complaints! Although that bewildered and enrap-
tured one considers the door of peace and reconciliation closed,
this servant knows that the doors are open and the end will
be like the beginning. No event can lock this door, and no
occurrence can make this health invalid. The foundation of
fellowship is firm, and the basis of love is ancient. The foun-
dation is laid on solid rock, and the pillar is on a base of iron.
The realm above is different - what concern or fear or dread or
misgiving could there be? Therefore, however much you may
lament and recite prayers of mourning and complain and cry
out and wail and write grievances, it will have no effect on us.
You know and I know that it is superficial, not spiritual; inci-
dental, not real; verbal, not heartfelt. Do not trouble yourself
needlessly or cause yourself hardship. However much you may
complain and lament, no one will believe it.

> In any case, if you knew how many occupations this servant has,
and how his hands and neck are bound, and in what degree the
waves of occupations are surging, and to what extent the floods
of calamities are in rebellion - despite all this, I have surely
written until now the equivalent of one treatise by my own pen
for your honor or through your intercession for others. Yet
still you raise cries and laments, and sigh and moan, and weep
and wail - you have no right! Those who have written multiple
letters over two years and have seen and heard no response -
if they weep and wail and lament, they have the right. You
are like a nightingale, delighting in union with the rose, yet
mourning at the time of fulfillment, sighing and moaning and
raising cries and laments.

All these statements are in jest and humor. The truth is that I
love you with heart and soul, and I ask God that you may be a
cause of the glory of the Cause and the divine friends, and that
you may be so successful that your face will shine in the Abha
Kingdom, and all the friends will suck you like sugarcane and
taste you like honey and nectar. In any case, strive with heart
and soul that the means of fellowship and love may exist and
be prepared between all, and that each may maintain respect
and consideration for others with utmost vigilance according
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to their stations - every lesser one submitting to the greater,
and every greater one showing kindness to the lesser, and for
each a known station. Especially necessary is consideration of
the Hands of the Cause, and respect for them is obligatory, for
the Blessed Beauty has so commanded. You should tell the
friends and guide them thus.

In short, my love for you is to such a degree that I write such
matters to you. Therefore be confident and joyful that at all

times I am occupied with remembering you in the Holy Shrine.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and His mighty Testament in such wise that
trials and tests in this severe Day cannot shake them.
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To: Baha’is of Rasht
Date: 1896 ca.

O beloved of God, this world of dust and transient mortal
world is the nest of the earthly bird, and the dwelling place
of the bat of darkness, and not of the divine bird. Observe
whether the birds of the sanctified garden and the eagles of
the courts of fellowship ever rested in this transient dust-heap?
Or did they ever pick a flower from the branches of desires? Or
experienced a moment of tranquility and comfort? Did they
ever find contentment or sought freedom of soul? They saw
dark night in ever morn for the vehemence of calamities, and
found in every eve a time of wandering and homelessness. At
one time they chose the chains of Joseph and at another time,
in perfect happiness they tasted the bitterness of sword just
like the Chaste Prince (Muhammad). One moment they found
the life burning fire of Nimrod as Paradise, and at another, the

cross and the gallows of the Jews as their souls’ ultimate desire.

One time they found the bite of the oppressors as life-giving
drink, and another time, the dart and blade of the Yazids as
remedy for the wound of their weakened heart.
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In any event, if there were any value to this ephemeral world
and its faithless people, the first to long for comfort and life of
happiness and felicity would have been these sanctified Souls.
Therefore know thou of a certainty and witness as a radiant
light, and be filled with knowledge and understanding that
the learned and those with understanding heart regard the
sufferings in the path of God as comfort to their heart and
contentment to their soul. They deem the tribulations abso-
lute bounties, see hardship as mercy, and name trouble a favor.
They call the saltwater of trials, fresh and thirst-subduing wa-
ters, and find oppression of prison, spaciousness of a palace.
The heat of the love of God will not gather with quiet and
coldness and attractions to the countenance of God will not
reconcile with calm and rest. Fire and ice will not embrace
and the globe of fire will not hide under snow or a dry mound
and thorn.

O beloved of God! Make a sound or a call, and O servants of
the Threshold, make a cry or a sigh and O lovers, burn with
passion and O men of understanding, implore and entreat. In
the Holy Tablets there is mention of observing wisdom and
consideration of the exigencies of place and time. By this is
not meant silence, whether spiritually or earthly, but the divine
purpose has been that the candle should be lit in the gathering,
not in the useless desert. That the water of divine mercy may
rain down on the pure land, not on the barren soil. Otherwise,
the extinction of the candle cannot be called wisdom and the
confusion of the gathering cannot be regarded as a sign of unity.
Despondency and lifelessness won’t be interpreted as existence
and life, and weakness and affliction will not turn into wisdom
and prudence.

May God confirm you, O beloved of God, in becoming enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God.
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To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of the Luminary of
the horizons!

Mishkin-Qalam is present and is a renowned calligrapher, and
night and day he strives mightily to transcribe the brilliant
verses of the Almighty Lord. In truth, he has produced works
that will shine like a brilliant light throughout eternity, for his
calligraphy mirrors the verses and meanings of the Glorious
King. He earnestly desires that this servant should also engage
in penmanship in these writings.

In reply, this servant says that writing exists for the sake of
meaning, not meaning for the sake of scripts whether shikastih,
nasta’liq, kufic or rayhani. If this servant were to devote time
to beautifying the script, how could he remove veils and write
a book each day, correspond with East and West, kindle the
fire of the love of God throughout all regions, and burn away
the veils of doubt?

If like you he were to write a single line each day, or pen one
letter, or dictate for an hour, perhaps order would be possible
and the embellishment and decoration of scripts conceivable.
But let me tell you: prepare a printing press and establish a
visible workshop - perhaps then one could manage and write
these letters daily. Then I too might find time to attend to
calligraphy. But now this servant’s writing must simply be
legible so the words can be read and the meanings understood.

For this pen must constantly wage war in all parts of the world
- in one place kindling the divine fire, in another diffusing holy
fragrances; in one clime spreading the heavenly feast, in an-
other educating a scholar; in one sea nurturing brilliant pearls,
in another causing life-giving sweet waters to flow; guiding
the lost to the ultimate destination of the Greater Guidance,
leading the thirsty to the Salsabil of immortality, showing the
sick the Supreme Remedy and giving the ailing the Greatest
Medicine. In short, accomplishing a hundred thousand mighty
tasks.
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Given all this, fine penmanship is possible and calligraphy con-
ceivable? No, by God! Justice is needed. The honored Mirza
should be content and we too are excused.
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To: Aqa Mirza Aqa, in Yazd
Date: 1896 ca.

O you who hold fast to the sure handle! If you knew with what
glance of favor you are regarded and with what bounties you
are specially endowed, you would surely grow wings and soar,
becoming intimate with the angel of grace.

It is five o’clock at night, and this servant is dwelling at the
place of Khidr which is located on the slopes of Mount Carmel
in Haifa, occupied and delighted with your remembrance, and
engaged in writing these lines.

Through the power and might of the Covenant and Testament,
gird up the loins of endeavor so that you may make firm and
steadfast those who waver and doubt, and become a deterrent
to those who harbor suspicions and intimations. For the winds
of tests and trials are at their fiercest intensity, and the mind
is bewildered how, despite this divine Covenant and Testament
which is mentioned in all tablets and scriptures and explicitly
recorded by the Supreme Pen, the doors of interpretation are
opened and several thoughtless ones are busy undermining and
weakening it. One says we must refer to the tablets and writ-
ings, while violating the explicit text, his intention in saying
this not being to honor the Book of God but rather his cor-
rupt purpose being that there is no need for the appointed
Interpreter. Another says that the Blessed Beauty made all
independent, meaning there is no need for the Center of the
Cause. Another says that infallibility was exclusively for the
Blessed Beauty, meaning the Center of the Cause can err and
make mistakes. Another says they have exaggerated, meaning
that firm adherence is not necessary. In brief, there are many
such doubts and intimations, and they will soon reach that
region as well.
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The Tablet of the Year of Stress is sufficient and a means of
guidance for people of insight, so that they may not falter in
any matter regarding the Covenant and Testament, and like a
foundation of steel may remain firm and steadfast.

Soon the hand of divine power will create souls who will become
signs of guidance and standard-bearers of firmness and stead-
fastness in God’s Covenant and Testament, and deterrents to
those whose faith wavers. Through the grace and favor of the
Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones,
I hope that you will be one of those souls.

And greetings be upon you and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

What you sent arrived.
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To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd
Date: 1896 ca.

O remembrance of those jewels of existence and chiefs of the
people of prostration! In truth, the hardships, calamities and
afflictions of that holy and luminous leaf exceed all counting.
They cannot be imagined, and tongue and pen fall short.

From the moment you drank from the cup of guidance from
the hand of the cupbearer of grace, and tasted the sweetness
of the draft of the wine of love, you became intoxicated with
the wine of calamity. And when through grace and divine gift
you answered the drum of “Am I not?” with the kettledrum
of “Yea,” and strung the pearls of praise, gratitude and glorifi-
cation, you were caught in the snare of trials and nurtured in
the embrace of cruelty.

One day you witnessed your father’s exile and beheld his great-
est affliction, endured the anguish of separation from him, and
heard news of his death in the path of God. Another day you
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were stricken by your son’s death and burned in the fiery flames
of his passing. And one day you shed tears like spring rain from
your eyes at the martyrdom of your nephew and brother, re-
maining helpless and alone in captivity, with only the morning
sighs as companion.

But do not grieve, do not despair, do not be sorrowful, do not
be heartbroken. For you will find your father’s face radiant
in the circle of divine loved ones, and see your beloved and
brother’s countenance like the morning star in the Most Glo-
rious Horizon. And you will behold your son’s form in the
precious and glorious robe of the Most Great.

If you knew in what horizon they shine, in what heaven they ra-
diate, in what kingdom they are present, and in what gathering
they gleam like brilliant lamps, you would surely rejoice and be
happy, experience ecstasy and delight, and arise in thanksgiv-
ing to the All-Forgiving Lord that they attained such bounties,
received such outpourings from such an effulgent cloud, found
repose in the shade of such a tree, and achieved such a gift.
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To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd
Date: 1896 ca.

O heavenly Bahram, O thou of auspicious end! Thy letter, like
thy name, was full of good fortune, and thy pen, like the celes-
tial reed, was musk-scented and blessed. For it bore the name
of a friend and carried the message of friends. The Persian
friends are each a messenger from the realm above, and they
are ships of knowledge, while the universe from end to end is
an ocean.

Know thou in truth that today the Persian spirit in the world
is a bestower of existence, and the festival is the festival of the
Lord. Behold the lofty banner of divine giving and bestowing -
how the world’s sun has again shone forth from the East of the
Persians, and the radiant stars in the heaven of the Iranians
have become light-diffusing, and the East and West have been
illumined. The Pure Lord is worthy of praise and worship for
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having granted such a bounty freely and bestowed such a love
without price.

Today the Persian friends must soar with joy and begin to
unveil mysteries in the garden of the world, and harmonize
with this melody and song. The day is an auspicious day, and
the radiance is the radiance of the world-illumining sun, and
the fire is the world-consuming fire - a fire that is all light
without smoke, divine not cosmic, heavenly not earthly. Its
radiance gives life rather than taking it, adds to everything
rather than diminishing it. This celestial sun is a sign of that
Sun, and this fire is a token of that world-illumining Fire.

In any case, night and day we are joyful in remembrance of
those friends and are of one mind and heart in friendship with
those companions. We beseech the peerless Lord to ever be the
friend and helper of all Persians, that in the heavenly gathering
they may all shine like divine lamps and burn away the veils
of concealment, and be consumed in the fire of friendship and
worship of God. This is the bounty of the Lord of creation -
that today is the day of the worshippers of God, the victory of
the wine-lovers, the joy of the intoxicated ones, the delight of
the wise, and the success of friends of the discerning Friend.
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To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Tagi Afnan
Date: 1896 ca.
O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! At this moment, as I sit & &8y ol 45 Sbe oy ot &!

alone and solitary on Mount Carmel at the shrine of His Ho-
liness Khidr Abu’l-Abbas, detached from friend and stranger
alike, I am occupied with thoughts and remembrance of you.
How wonderful that you too are engaged in prayer for me -
if not with your tongue, then surely with your heart, for you
are an Afnan of the Blessed Tree and I am a poor repentant
servant.

You must certainly pray and show humility and supplication,
and implore the Abha Kingdom: “O heavenly Glory of the
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world! O King of the realm of the All-Merciful! O my Beloved
and my Purpose! O my Worshipped One and my Adored
One! This broken-winged bird whom You enabled to soar -
grant it wings and feathers. And this ailing person whom You
charged with such a weighty trust - bestow upon him power
and strength.

From all directions of the world and from the hosts of nations a
hundred thousand arrows are flying, while he is alone, solitary
and powerless. The armies of kingdoms and peoples are attack-
ing, while he stands alone and helpless. Therefore, O Soul of
souls, grant Your aid and bestow capability, for the attack is se-
vere and the peoples are like bodies of iron. There is no helper
or sympathizer, no supporter or protector, no justice-giver or
judge, and no patient friend.

O Lord! How long will You keep him in this borrowed life?
The time has come for this bird to fly to the proximity of Your
mercy and build its nest and dwelling in the Kingdom of Your
forgiveness. You are the All-Merciful, You are God.”
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To: Ayadi, Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi (Tihran) et al.
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testa-
ment!

I swear by the Ancient Lord and the Great Name that the
dwellers of the pavilion of holiness in the gardens of intimacy
and meadows of fellowship offer praise and glorification, com-
mendation and exaltation to those who are firm and steadfast.
Therefore, in gratitude for this bounty of the Ancient Beauty
(may my spirit be a sacrifice for His dust), open thy tongue,
for thou hast been singled out for such a favor and hast been
blessed with such grace from the presence of His Oneness. It
behooveth thee to cry out and exclaim: “Blessed am I for this
mighty favor! Glad tidings be unto me for this manifest kind-
ness! Well done, well done unto me for this praiseworthy men-
tion!”
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Today the greatest divine gift is to hold fast to the Covenant
and Testament and to grasp the firm handle of the All-Merciful,
for the pavilion of God’s Cause is upheld by this pillar, and
the impregnable fortress of God’s religion is preserved and pro-
tected by this foundation, and the blessed Tree doth grow and
develop through this sweet and flowing water. Were any weak-
ness, God forbid, to occur in this firm foundation, this divine
edifice would be completely demolished and this mighty castle
would be utterly destroyed.

O Lord! Strengthen Thy servants who are firm in Thy mighty
Covenant and manifest Testament through the hosts of Thy
Supreme Concourse and a company of Thy near angels. O
Lord! As Thou hast illumined their faces in Thy most glori-
ous Kingdom, spread the light of their faces throughout the
east and west of the earth and raise their edifice in the nether
Paradise. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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To: Family of Naddaf et al., in Qum

Date: 1896 ca.

O Lord! These helpless ones are enamored of Your countenance 5 Xls (s, 4t 06l o) €5,y !

and fallen at Your threshold. They are intoxicated with the
wine of Your love and are lovers of Your nature. In separation
from You they have rent their collars, and in deprivation they
have tasted the poison of severance. Night and day they weep
for You, and day and night they lament toward You. They
know none but You, recognize none but You, and lament to
none but You. You are their refuge and shelter, and You are
their beginning and end.

Whether You banish them or call and accept them, whether
You honor Your servants or cause them shame, whether You
exalt them or abase them - You are the One with authority,
You are the Lord, You are the Forgiver. If You approve, ev-
ery destitute one becomes noble, and if You drive away, every
honored one becomes abased, every rose becomes a thorn, and
every lord becomes dust of the path.

Therefore, O Forgiver, favor these servants and arrange the
affairs of these helpless ones. Light a candle in their hearts
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and make it a piercing flame against every satan, so that Your
divine light may blaze forth and burn away the veil of the dark-
ness of doubts. You are the Powerful, the All-Seeing, the Ever-
Living, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, and the All-Hearing.

Reveal the inner secrets, transform the thorny wilderness of
hearts into a flower garden and rose bower. Grant spiritual
victories to the soul, and bestow upon spirit and conscience
the glad-tidings and intoxication of the morning wine.
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To: Ali Akbar brother of the martyrs, in Yazd
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art exposed to calamities and afflictions! Although
the whirlwind of calamities hath deposited the dust of sorrows
upon the mirror of thy heart and consciousness, and its rebel-
lious hosts and obstinate armies have assailed this helpless one,
if the hand of destiny poured but a drop or draught from the
chalice of tribulation into thy mouth, it gave this disappointed
one a share of its boundless ocean and limitless sea.

I swear by that Sun of Reality that were all the trials and
afflictions of the Manifestations of the signs of the Divine Unity
to be combined, they would certainly not equal the tribulations
of this servant. Thou holdest thy hand far from the fire, yet
despite this, since it is in the path of the Glorious Lord, its
poison is sweet nectar and its venom is life-giving to every sick
one.

Therefore thou, whose cup hath been filled to overflowing with
the wine of tribulation and whose palate hath been sweetened
and delighted by the sugar of tests, should be pleased that thou
hast become my partner and companion and hast sacrificed thy
kind brother in God’s path and offered this young child too at
the threshold of the All-Glorious. Through the favor of the
Divine Unity both were accepted.
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And upon thee and upon all who are faithful to the Covenant
be the Glory.
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To: Afnan, Aqa Siyyid Mirza son of Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, in Yazd

Date: 1896 ca.

O graceful branch of the Blessed Tree! Although for a long
time no news has arrived, this servant has continuously sought
divine confirmation for you and made inquiries. Some say you
are quiet and silent, others say you are growing and thriving.
Some believe you have become a resident of the monastery and
mosque and are devoted to worship, not silent. And some say
you are bewildered and quiet.

I say it should not be thus, for the yearning of his heart reaches
the ear, and the lamentation of his soul tells of his new state.
Soon he will take in hand the overflowing cup of the love of
God, and intoxicated in the gathering of the All-Merciful, will
become the cupbearer of the wine of the primordial covenant
and a wine-lover, becoming the cause of enthusiasm and rap-
ture.

Like the water of life, he will cause the hearts of the friends to
be revived, and will tear asunder the leaves of doubts about
God’s Covenant that have spread throughout the horizons, be-
coming the manifestation of the favors of the Luminary of the
horizons.
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AB06106

To: Aga Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1896 ca.

O ancient servant, great believer, and one who prostrates be-
fore the Manifest Beauty! Upon thee be the glory of thy Gra-
cious Lord, the bounty of thy Beautiful Beloved, and the loving-
kindness of thy Glorious Goal.

From the beginning of the Cause thou didst drink the cup of
bestowal from the hands of the Cup-bearer of grace, and didst
shine forth like a brilliant star from the dawning-place of the
love of God. In all conditions and times thou wert the recipient
of the favors of the Ancient Beauty and wert confirmed by
the grace of the Greatest Name. This is a station that is the
ultimate hope of those near to God and the final desire of the
sincere ones. Therefore rejoice in this great bounty!

Now, in gratitude for this most great and most high station,
thou must be so enkindled with the divine fire that thou mayest
become the cause of spiritual movement and heavenly attrac-
tions in all peoples and nations. And glory be upon thee and
upon all who are firm in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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AB12452

To: Wife of the martyr, in Zanjan
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art wronged throughout all regions! The eyes of
earth and the exalted heaven weep over the oppression of that
household, and the heart of all existence is aflame. The liver
of the horizons is in most severe burning, and the bowels of
creation are in unbearable flames. But whatsoever befell that
wronged one was in the path of God, and every calamity that
occurred was but a drop from the ocean of trials of the Beloved
One. Therefore, be not agitated and distressed, and raise not
thy voice in lamentation.
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ABO06509

2 Though that brilliant star has vanished from the horizon of
this gathering, yet it has risen from the dawning-place of the
Kingdom and shone forth from the divine Dayspring. Like unto
a candle, it is now alight in the heavenly assemblage. And upon
him be glory on the day he was born, and on the day he was
martyred in the path of God, and on the day he was raised in
the Most Glorious Kingdom.
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AB06509

To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah, in United States
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! A
period of time hath passed during which the spirits have not
been stirred by the fragrances wafting from the hearts of the
loved ones, while hearts are aflame with the fire of longing,
and the flames of burning are only lessened by the outpouring
waters of the pens.

O my beloved! By thy life! The spirits are attracted to the
loved ones, tongues are speaking in remembrance of the dear
ones, and the cups of hearts are overflowing with the wine of
love for those friends who have inhaled the fragrance from the
garment of the divine Joseph, who rejoiced at the coming of
the bearer of glad tidings, and upon whose faces the garment
was cast, whereupon they regained their sight.

Verily, they are among the Concourse on High, and their faces
shall shine in the Most Exalted Kingdom. And thou, give
thanks to thy Lord with utmost joy for having lit brilliant
lamps in the darkness of night and quickened those souls
through the breaths of God. And upon thee be glory, both
morning and evening.
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ABO07115

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who hast attained the bounty in the gathering place
of divine manifestation! Give thanks unto thy Lord Who hath
manifested Himself on the Sinai of Revelation upon the highest
peaks of the Mount, for He hath shone upon thee with a light
that blazed and gleamed and radiated in the blessed spot, the
right-hand valley, the land of joy on the Day of Resurrection.
He hath given thee to drink of a wine whose essence is camphor,
causing thee to sway like verdant, fresh, and succulent branches
in the garden of gladness.

2 By thy life! Were thou to voice thy Lord’s praise for ages and
eons, thou wouldst not fulfill the thanks due for the bounties of
thy Forgiving Lord in this praised century and witnessed Day.

Therefore rejoice in the glad-tidings of God, be ignited with
the fire of the love of God, and be consumed by the flames of
rapture and attraction, for thou hast been mentioned in the
gathering of the loved ones, the assembly of companions, the
presence of faces illumined by the light of the Covenant and
gladdened by the gifts of the Luminary of the horizons.
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ABO07205

To: Udhra, in Yazd
Date: 1896 ca.

...0 illumined and pure leaf! Show such steadfastness in firm-
ness in the Covenant and constancy in the Testament that
you become the wonder of men and the envy of heroes. With
the light of the Covenant, shine like a candle in the gathering
of the handmaidens of God so that you may become a night-
illumining star and a world-consuming fire of love.
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2 And the Glory be upon you and upon every handmaiden who
is firm in the Covenant and has disassociated herself from the
people of hypocrisy.

ABO08251

To: Mulla Muhammad Naragqi
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art firm in the verses of God!

It is related in tradition that on the Day of Resurrection, the
Banner of Praise shall be raised aloft, and its glorious standard

shall wave and flutter in the highest heaven. Whosoever en-

tereth beneath that standard shall attain salvation, and upon
whomsoever the shadow of that banner falleth shall find eternal
life.

Knowest thou what that praised standard and that intended
banner was? That manifest standard is the mighty Covenant
and Testament, and that resplendent banner is faith in, and

the binding agreement with, the Gracious Lord. How blessed,

then, is the one who entereth beneath that shade!
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ABO08111

To: Anvari Yazdi, Siyyid Mihdi son of Muhammad Bagir Yazdi, in Nayriz

Date: 1896 ca.

O wayfarer on the path of God! Many have traversed day and
night according to their own imaginings, and saw no fruit but

doubt, and reaped no harvest but uncertainty and misgiving.

They dove into the ocean of vain fancies and sought knowledge
of the precious truth of the All-Knowing. They descended into
a barren wilderness yet yearned for the flame of the Mount
and the radiance of light. The lights of the highest heaven
shine not beneath the earth, and the pure soul findeth not its
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dwelling in the layers of dust. The manifest light shineth from
the highest horizon, and the brilliant lamp gloweth within the
delicate glass. Therefore must every essence be sought in its
mine, and every fruit be hoped for from its tree. And the Glory
be upon thee....
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AB07849

To: Afnan, Haji Styyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar, in Yazd
Date: 1896 ca.

He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing!

O my God! Sanctify the hearts of Thy loved ones from occupa-
tion with aught else but Thee, and purify the souls of Thy cho-
sen ones from concerns that conflict with Thy good-pleasure.
O Lord! MHlumine all eyes through beholding Thy most great
signs, and turn all thoughts toward that which exalteth Thy
Cause and causeth the effulgence of Thy light, O Creator of
all things!

3 O Lord! The hearts are heedless - awaken them through Thy
call from the realm of contingent being. The minds are be-
wildered - make known to them the meanings of Thy verses
through clear proof. The outer and inner eyes are blind - re-
move the veil through conclusive evidence, O my Lord, the All-
Merciful! The ears are deaf - cause them to hear the melodies
of the Nightingale of divine exposition.

O Lord! They are weak and ignorant and foolish - be com-
passionate toward them and take them not to task for what
they have wrought. Verily, Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the
All-Pardoning.
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AB08142

To: Aqa Siyyid Taqi (Naragq), in Iran
Date: 1896 ca.

O seeker of divine piety! In the Qur’an it is said: “The fu-
ture belongs to the God-fearing.” A person of piety is one who
exercises restraint. The meaning is that when a sick person
exercises restraint and, on the doctor’s advice, abstains from
sweet foods and even takes bitter medicines that are unpleasant
to the taste, while one who lacks restraint—that is, a heedless
patient—shuns what is bitter and craves what is sweet, partak-
ing of every delicacy, mixing honey and sugar with almonds
and rock candy—in the end, the patient who showed restraint
will be happy while the one who did not will be distressed.

For the former, that which was bitter will become sweet, and
colocynth will turn to honey, while for the latter, that honey
and sugar will become a deadly poison and venom. This is the
meaning of the words “The future belongs to the God-fearing.”
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AB11963

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad, in Russia
Date: 1896 ca.

O true friends of the Blessed Beauty! Your faces are illumined
in the Abha Kingdom and your mention is repeated on the
tongues of the Concourse on High and the address of the An-
cient Beauty is continuous. Listen with the ear of understand-
ing to the Abha Kingdom that you may hear that call which
says: O friends of Ishqabad! Indeed you made that land the
realm of love and arose to fulfill the Covenant. You did not
cause pain to the Manifestation of the Covenant and did not
strike a blow against the Temple of the Covenant. You arose to
fulfill that which you were commanded. You extended a hand
from the sleeve and scattered it upon the world, and brought
forth a face from behind the veil of concealment and illumined
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the horizons. Blessed are you, then blessed are you! Glad

tidings unto you, then glad tidings!

ABO08288

To: Nush (Bombay)
Date: 1896 ca.

He is the One Who Illumines the Universe

O Greatest Friend among the Persians! May Nush read this
and may his soul be happy. He is the Creator of culture and
wisdom. O Nush, from the wine prepared in Bahram’s tav-
ern, give the friends to drink until they become intoxicated
in the world and in the heavenly assembly. Let the cosmic
realm be transformed and let no existence remain for the poi-
son and sting of Ahriman. The wise ones are disturbed by
this intoxication, and foremost existence is enamored with this
drunkenness. You whose name is Nush and whose desire is wis-
dom and whose entire being is attentiveness - surge forth and
cry out! Take your bed and pillow and silk and perfumed satin
garments to the celestial wine-sellers, sell them for wine, and
put on different garments that befit the stature of the servant
of Bahram.
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AB08906

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1896 ca.

O thou who art firm in the verses of God! Your numerous let-
ters have been received, and your complaint about the scarcity
of correspondence is unfounded, as many letters and replies
have been sent thus far. Were you present in this court, you
yourself would testify that even if but one letter were written
in an age, it would still represent the utmost love and heart’s
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attachment. You hold your hand from afar over the fire. I
swear by the Ancient Beauty that not for a moment have I
been heedless of mentioning and remembering the loved ones
of God. At all times, I beseech and implore the Court of Divine
Unity that He may keep those who long for the Beauty of the
All-Merciful alive and fresh through the breaths of His most
glorious Kingdom, and may aid them to achieve that which is
acceptable in the Supreme Concourse...
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AB12599

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

Date: 1896 ca.

O glorious branch of the Blessed Tree! The care of the remain-
ing family of His Holiness the Martyred Warqa of the Garden
of the Most Glorious Kingdom (may my spirit be a sacrifice
for his martyrdom) is obligatory and essential for all of us, like
worship of the Lord. Therefore, something has been written
to His Honor the Trustee regarding their affairs. Your honor
should consider it and implement whatever is deemed appro-
priate.

The intention is that arrangements be made so that their liveli-
hood may be sustained, for “God provides for whomsoever He
wishes without measure.”

3 The blessed leaf, the mother, who is present, sends her greet-
ings. And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm
in the Covenant.
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AB09801

AB08620

Date: 1896 ca.

O Lord! These are Thy friends and are intoxicated with the
wine of Thy Covenant. They are all nurtured in the cradle
of Thy bounty and are nursed at the breast of Thy loving
providence. Though they be poor, yet they are wise; though
they be weak, yet they are strong, for Thou art their Support,
Thou art their Kind Helper.

Make them distinguished in the world of existence and grant
them a place in the Divine Threshold. Make them white-faced
in the Supreme Concourse, open unto them the door of hope,
and grant them a portion of heavenly bestowals. Turn the
dark night into day for them, and make their Naw-Ruz a day
of victory.

3 Thou art the Mighty, the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the Peer-
less, the Kind.
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AB09801

To: Mother of Mirza Bagir servant of Afnan
Date: 1896 ca.

O handmaiden of God! How fortunate you are that you and sVl 5 3= & S fs 4 Al el

your children and grandchildren have gathered beneath the
shade of the Word of Unity and have taken refuge in the shel-
ter of the Truth. This mighty bounty is not vouchsafed to
everyone, for this is the Day wherein “man shall flee from his
mother and his father, and his sister and his brother, and his
wife and his children.” But praise be to God, you did not fall
into this test.
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AB10871

To: mother of Muhammad Ali Kashani Nanih Aqa
Date: 1896 ca.

...0 Forgiver, we are all sinners and wrongdoers. Thou art the 5 ,Is§ l> (JKK 4p )g)'/—\ &lons
Forgiver, Thou art the Bestower, the Kind. Look not upon -3, s ,s Ol (slokzz );6\,,\;)-‘/1
our worth and merit, but look upon Thy grace and pardon. O 2 s b < Sy b s S
.Immerse us in the ocean of forglveness and mak.e us comp?m- 5y ! Y L ! w o5 S G
ions of the Supreme Concourse in the Most Glorious Paradise. . £ £
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Thou art the Merciful, Thou art the All-Compassionate.
MJMJ3.110x, MMG2#252 p.283x

AB11180

To: Husayn son of Mirza Bagqir or Husayn son of Mirza Bagqir
Date: 1896 ca.

O namesake of His Holiness the Desired One, may my life be sl cwl gl Ol> 5 5a20 & 2> L; !

sacrificed for thy name, may the whole world be according to sl cul e ékc

thy desire!
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AB11202

To: Zivar wife of Mirza Bagir Khadim Afnan
Date: 1896 ca.

O assured leaf! In every Dispensation men had a greater share £ 31 1, Jlay 4,5 & 5 a8y 54,5 !
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ABO06702

the protectors and maintainers of women” was evident. How-
ever, in this Most Great Dispensation, which is one of justice
and equality, the closest and then the next closest are equal.

AB06702

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut
Date: 1896 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A package was sent
addressed to Shabahang. Send it, but in such a way that you
can be certain of its arrival. Write the name on the envelope
either in his name or that of another person whose receipt is
assured.

And as for other matters, my advice to you is not to mention
anyone negatively, even by allusion or suggestion. It suffices
you to call the servants to firmness and steadfastness in God’s
Covenant and His mighty Testament, the like of which the eye
of existence has never seen. Today through it the faces of the
Concourse on High beam with joy and the tongues of the sanc-
tified ones in God’s omnipotent and self-subsisting dominion
cry out in exultation.

If they respond, God will illumine their faces, and if they refuse,
leave them to themselves and never move your tongue to men-
tion them. Every soul knows its own salvation, and no bearer
of burdens shall bear the burden of another. Leave them, leave
them, and practice moderation and gentleness.
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ABU3721

Words to Mirza Habibu’llah Afnan in 1896-1897 in Akka

[He then explained many things about the Covenant-breaking
of Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali and the sufferings that He had been
forced to endure, adding,]

Recently, a Commission of Inquiry has arrived from Istanbul.
Each day, I go to the government office and they interrogate
Me. My brother has filed an official complaint. If I were to tell
you the details, you would be grieved. Surely, you have heard
and seen certain things here, or will hear of them. You must
never complain. Tell the friends about them, but descriptively,
not complainingly.

AFNAN.O77
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Study guide to this volume

The letters and prayers of this volume belong to the fourth year of ‘Abdu‘l-Baha’s ministry, a
year in which the internal pressure of Covenant-breaking was reaching its first sustained intensity
while the external prospects of the Faith were simultaneously beginning to expand beyond the
boundaries of the Islamic world. The volume’s dominant register is unmistakably that of doctri-
nal consolidation: the Covenant is presented as a fortress whose walls must be defended against
“doubts, allusions, and interpretations,” and steadfastness is repeatedly identified as the decisive
test of the age. Yet alongside this defensive urgency, the volume preserves remarkable signs of
outward movement: the earliest intimation of the first Western pilgrims, a sweeping application
of Christian apocalyptic imagery to the Baha‘l revelation, a searing prayer over a mass martyr-
dom in Persia, and an apophatic meditation on the impossibility of praising a God who surpasses
all description. The tension between fortress-building and horizon-expanding gives the volume its
distinctive energy: ‘Abdu‘l-Baha is simultaneously holding a center and opening a circumference,
consolidating a community of the faithful while prophetically addressing those who have not yet
heard.

The Covenant Across All Scriptures: A Universal Foundation

Key Passages

I praise and thank the Glorious Lord, the Benevolent, the Compassionate, the Beau-
tiful, the Bountiful in gifts, the Great in providence, for what He has bestowed upon
His weak servants of magnificent favors, beautiful gifts, consummate wisdom, profitable
commerce, abundant wealth, lofty glory, exalted station, penetrating insight and per-
vading power on the day He shone upon the horizons with the lights of the Covenant and
took the mighty Covenant mentioned in His Tablets and Scriptures and in the Bayan
and the Qur‘an and the Torah and the Gospel. And praise and thanks and glory be
upon all who have held fast to this mighty Cord and manifest Serpent which swallows
up all ropes and staves. — ABO01886

O Abu‘l-Fadl! Grace hath appeared embodied in the Temple of the Covenant. Blessed
be God, the Best of Creators! The Balance of Justice hath been set up, while the scales
of the people of violation have become light, and they are in the abyss of loss, at the
lowest of the low. The Lamp of the Covenant hath been lit in the Niche of the Horizons,
yet those who waver are in great wrath. The Cloud of Bounty hath been raised up and
the Rain of Benevolence poureth down, yet the people of negligence are in grief and
sorrow at this resurrection. — ABI12515

101



Vol. 115: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1896 Appendix

This divine Covenant is an impregnable fortress and a mighty stronghold. Whoever
enters and holds fast to it is preserved and protected, fortunate and secure. But whoever
takes a step beyond it, his end shall be manifest loss, his fate like that of earthworms.
— AB03469

Context for Study

The theological claim of AB01886 is among the most comprehensive in ‘Abdu‘l-Bahéd’s writings:
the Baha‘i Covenant was not only anticipated in the Baydn but also “mentioned in the Qur‘an
and the Torah and the Gospel.” This is not merely an apologetic claim but a hermeneutical one
— it asserts that all four scriptures, properly read, point toward the same covenant-structure that
Baha‘u‘llah has now made explicit. The image of the “manifest Serpent which swallows up all ropes
and staves” draws directly on the Mosaic narrative (Exodus 7:12, where Aaron’s rod becomes a
serpent and swallows the magicians’ rods) and applies it to the relationship between the Baha‘i
Covenant and the competing claims that surround it. This is midrashic reading of the highest
order, collapsing scriptural boundary markers to produce a single hermeneutical reality. AB12515
addresses the philosopher and theologian Mirza Abu‘l-Fadl directly, and its imagery is Qur‘anic
in density: the Covenant as Balance (mizan), Lamp (siraj), Niche (mishkat), Cloud (sahab). The
last two images come from the famous “Light Verse” of Qur‘an 24:35, which Islamic mysticism had
made the supreme scriptural image of divine self-revelation. To apply them to the Covenant is to
declare the Covenant the site where divine light now most fully descends. AB03469’s fortress image
— firm for the steadfast, swallowing for those who waver — transposes the same affirmation into a
spatial metaphor of protection and boundary.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the claim that the Baha‘i Covenant was “mentioned” in the Torah, Gospel, and
Qur‘an relate to the classical Islamic hermeneutic of tahrif (scriptural corruption), and how
does it challenge or transform that hermeneutic?

2. The Mosaic serpent that “swallows up all ropes and staves” is a figure of power, not argu-
ment. What does ‘Abdu‘l-Baha’s use of this image suggest about the relationship between
institutional authority and rational persuasion in matters of Covenant?

3. AB12515 applies the Qur‘anic Light Verse imagery to the Covenant rather than to God or the
Prophet. Compare this move with the Shi‘T application of the same verse to the Imam, and
with the Christian application of Johannine Logos imagery to the Church. What theological
logic do all three share?

4. The pairing in AB12515 — “those who waver are in great wrath” while “the Cloud of Bounty
poureth down” — suggests that the same divine action simultaneously consoles the faithful
and distresses the wavering. How does this dual dynamic compare with the Calvinist doctrine
of double predestination, with the Sufi teaching on gabz and bast (contraction and expansion),
and with the Hebrew prophetic concept of the Day of the Lord as simultaneously salvation
and judgment?

5. AB03469 draws a sharp line: those who enter the fortress are “fortunate and secure”; those
who step beyond it face “manifest loss.” How should a thoughtful reader hold together this
severity with the Baha‘{ principle that God’s mercy transcends all bounds?
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Apophatic Prayer: The Sanctity Beyond All Praise

Key Passages

I have no recourse but to proclaim: “Hallowed and sanctified art Thou! Immeasurably
high, exalted, and glorified art Thou!” and to implore pardon for this sin and transgres-
sion of mine, which hath filled me with shame before Thy loved ones. For to proclaim
Thy sanctity and holiness is naught but to venture to describe Thee and, as such, is an
evident sin, a shameful and palpable error. — ABO00116

He is God! My God! Thou art He Whose Essence is sanctified from all attributes
and descriptions, and every person of insight and justice among the people of ecstasy
acknowledges their inability to comprehend Thy reality, and no veils of oppression ob-
scure their vision. All minds are bewildered and all souls are perplexed, and so they
have chosen, O my God, to acknowledge their powerlessness, abasement and brokenness
before the greatness of Thy glory, O my Lord, the Mighty, the All-Choosing. By Thy
sanctity which transcends the understanding of the righteous, I have turned away from
all else and directed my face toward Thee, O Creator of earth and heaven.— AB05505

Context for Study

The apophatic strand in these prayers — the insistence that even praising God is a form of trans-
gression, since any description falsifies the Infinite — constitutes one of the most philosophically
rigorous currents in ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s spiritual writing. AB00116 pushes the logic to its limit: the
prayer of praise is itself sinful, because it implies that the speaker is capable of grasping something
about the divine reality. This is not false modesty but a precise theological statement about the
absolute transcendence of the divine Essence. The tradition of negative theology that underlies it is
ancient and cross-cultural. Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, in The Mystical Theology, argues that
the most truthful language about God is the language of negation, since all positive predication
falls short of the divine perfection. Meister Eckhart takes this further: God is beyond being itself
and cannot be named even by the name of God. In Islamic kalam (theology), the school of tanzih
(absolute divine transcendence) insists that all human predication of God is metaphorical at best.
The Maimonidean tradition in Jewish philosophy holds that the only strictly true statements about
God are negative ones. What is distinctive in AB00116 and AB05505 is the way this apophatic
insight is simultaneously an act of devotion and a form of surrender: the impossibility of adequate
praise becomes the ground of a more pure turning toward God, in which the speaker is freed from
the delusion of adequacy. The prayer that acknowledges its own inadequacy is, paradoxically, the
most honest and the most intimate.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the claim that praising God is “an evident sin” relate to the daily Bah&‘i obligation
of prayer? If all praise falls short, what is the proper spiritual posture in the act of formal
prayer?
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2. Compare the apophaticism of AB00116 with Pseudo-Dionysius’s via megativa, with Mai-
monides’ doctrine of negative attributes (Moreh Nevukhim 1:58), and with the Qur‘anic for-
mula “Glory be to God beyond what they describe” (37:159). What does each tradition
regard as the proper response to this acknowledgment of inadequacy?

3. ABO05505 says that “every person of insight and justice among the people of ecstasy acknowl-
edges their inability.” The qualification “people of ecstasy” suggests that mystical experience
heightens rather than resolves the sense of God’s transcendence. How does this observation
challenge the popular view that mystical union closes the gap between the human and the
divine?

4. The paradox of the apophatic prayer is that speaking becomes necessary even when speech
is known to be inadequate. How does this paradox compare with Wittgenstein’s claim at the
end of the Tractatus that “whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent” — and with
his later abandonment of that position?

5. How might the discipline of apophatic prayer reshape the way a believer approaches religious
language in ordinary life — in conversation, teaching, and the interpretation of scripture?

The New Jerusalem: FEast Meets West and the Fulfillment of
Prophecy

Key Passages

O ye beloved of God! O ye children of His Kingdom! Verily, verily, the new heaven
and the new earth are come. The holy City, new Jerusalem, hath come down from
on high in the form of a maid of heaven, veiled, beauteous, and unique, and prepared
for reunion with her lovers on earth. The angelic company of the Celestial Concourse
hath joined in a call that hath run throughout the universe, all loudly and mightily
acclaiming: “This is the City of God and His abode, wherein shall dwell the pure and
holy among His servants. He shall live with them, for they are His people and He is
their Lord.” He hath wiped away their tears, kindled their light, rejoiced their hearts
and enraptured their souls. — ABO03051

He is Alpha and Omega. He is the One that will give unto him that is athirst of the
fountain of the water of life and bestow upon the sick the remedy of true salvation.
He whom such grace aideth is verily he that receiveth the most glorious heritage from
the Prophets of God and His holy ones. The Lord will be his God, and he His dearly
beloved son. — AB03051

Context for Study

ABO03051 is one of the most remarkable Christian-scriptural texts in ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé’s early ministry,
explicitly applying the closing vision of the Book of Revelation (chapters 21-22) to the Baha‘i
revelation. The new Jerusalem descending from heaven (Revelation 21:2), the Alpha and Omega
(Revelation 21:6), the water of life (Revelation 22:17) — all are applied without apology or alle-
gorical qualification directly to the present dispensation. This is the hermeneutical equivalent of
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pesher exegesis in the Dead Sea Scrolls, where scriptural prophecy is shown to be fulfilled “now, in
our days.” The fact that ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé addresses Western believers (“ye beloved of God! O ye chil-
dren of His Kingdom!”) in the language of their own scripture is itself significant: it demonstrates
that the Baha‘i message is addressed to every tradition in its own voice. The image of the new
Jerusalem as “a maid of heaven, veiled, beauteous, and unique” blends the Johannine apocalyptic
bride (Revelation 21:9) with the imagery of the Persian ghazal tradition, where the veiled Beloved is
simultaneously present and hidden. The moment in which this text is produced is also historically
significant: the staging guide records that ‘Abdu‘l-Baha was beginning to anticipate the arrival of
the first Western pilgrims, whose engagement with the Faith would soon transform its trajectory.
This expansion of horizon beyond the Muslim world into the Christian West marks a structural
shift in the scope of the Baha‘i mission that AB03051 announces prophetically before it occurs
historically.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s reading of Revelation 21-22 compare with the pesher method of
the Dead Sea Scrolls community (who applied Isaiah and Habakkuk to their own histori-
cal moment) and with early Christian typological reading of the Hebrew prophets? What
hermeneutical assumptions must a reader share in order to find such readings convincing?

2. The new Jerusalem is described as “veiled, beauteous, and unique,” blending Johannine
apocalyptic with Persian poetic imagery. What does this linguistic fusion reveal about the
nature of prophetic vision — and about the role of beauty as a mode of theological disclosure?

3. The Alpha and Omega image asserts that Baha‘u‘llah is both the beginning and the end of the
revelatory cycle. How does this claim relate to the Baha‘i doctrine of progressive revelation,
which insists that future Manifestations will also appear? Is there a tension here, and how
might it be resolved?

4. What theological significance does ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé’s use of Christian apocalyptic language carry
for the relationship between Islam and Christianity within the Baha‘i framework? Does it
suggest that the Baha‘l revelation resolves, supersedes, or fulfills both traditions?

5. The arrival of Western pilgrims marked a pivotal moment in the Faith’s global expansion.
How might this historical development illuminate the Baha‘i understanding of the relationship
between prophetic announcement and historical unfolding?

The Martyrs of Turbat: Sacred Witness and the Economy of Blood

Key Passages

O sorrow for God’s loved ones! O regret for the wretched ones in how they violated
God’s sanctity, slaughtered His trusted ones, devoured God’s sheep, and imprisoned
them in dark and gloomy places, afflicting them with painful torment from whips and
smooth iron rods. Then they took them out and cut them piece by piece, attacking
them with swords, arrows, spears, blades, cleavers and sharp edges, dismembering their
joints, limbs and members. They burned them with the fire of hatred and kindled
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against them the flames of supreme enmity, destroying them in a blazing fire. —
AB00396

O Lord! No sobbing was heard from them in the painful prison, no moaning arose from
them under the iron rods, no groaning was reported from them under the swords of
every stubborn tyrant, and no crying rose from them in the intense blazing of the fire —
in acceptance of Your decree, in submission to Your will, in attraction to Your Kingdom,
in being set ablaze by the fire of Your love, and in longing to meet You. O Lord! When
they brought them out from the prisons under chains and shackles on their necks and
fetters on their feet, and they witnessed the crowds, the band of evil ones, attacking
with arrows, spears, blades, sharp edges and drawn swords, their hearts overflowed with
joy and were filled with spirit, fragrance and gladness. — ABO00396

Context for Study

The prayer over the five martyrs of the land of Turbat (AB00396) is one of the most harrowing
and theologically concentrated texts in this entire period of ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé’s writing. Its structure
moves from lamentation to witness to petition in three stages, and in each stage the language
intensifies. The list of instruments of torture and execution — “swords, arrows, spears, blades,
cleavers and sharp edges” — is not gratuitous: it is a form of liturgical memory-keeping, inscribing
the specific details of the violence into a prayer that will be recited in community. This practice has
ancient parallels in Jewish kinot (laments) for the destruction of the Temple and in later liturgical
commemorations of Jewish martyrdom (Av Harachamim, the prayer “Father of Mercies” composed
after the Rhineland massacres of 1096). In Christian tradition, the detailed narration of the Passion
in the Gospel of Mark serves a similar function: the particularity of suffering is what makes the
witness credible and the memory sacred. What is theologically striking in AB00396 is the claim
that the martyrs experienced their execution “with spirit, fragrance and gladness” — that the
inner state of the dying was one of joy and reunion rather than terror. This is not denial of the
violence but an assertion about what divine love can accomplish in a human being: it can reverse
the ordinary valence of death, transforming it into a homecoming. The petition at the close (“pour
upon my heart from the outpourings of their detachment”) then completes the circuit: the martyrs’
witness becomes a spiritual resource available to those who survive.

Questions for Reflection

1. The prayer of AB00396 records the specific instruments of torture in ritual detail. What is
the theological and communal function of this kind of explicit liturgical memory? Compare
with the Jewish tradition of Yizkor (Memorial Prayer) and with the Christian Stations of the
Cross.

2. The martyrs are described as receiving their execution with “joy and gladness.” How should
a reader interpret this claim? Is it a literal phenomenological description, a theological affir-
mation about the power of faith, or a hagiographic convention? How does it compare with
early Christian accounts of martyrdom in the Acts of the Martyrs?

3. AB00396 concludes with a petition that the spiritual state of the martyrs — their detach-
ment, attraction, and enkindlement — might be “poured upon” the petitioner’s heart. What
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theology of spiritual transmission underlies this petition, and how does it compare with the
Catholic theology of the intercession of the saints?

4. The perpetrators of the violence are described in terms that echo Qur‘dnic images of the
enemies of the prophets (“they attacked like the Jews and assaulted like the spiteful bear”).
How should a contemporary reader engage with the polemical dimensions of this language
while honoring the genuine suffering it records?

5. How does the witness of these five martyrs function within the Baha‘f understanding of history
as a drama in which suffering generates spiritual energy that outlasts the suffering itself?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The circa-1896 writings present a community simultaneously contracting inward (around the
Covenant as fortress) and expanding outward (toward the West, toward apocalyptic fulfillment,
toward the martyrs’ witness that speaks across all borders). The apophatic prayer that opens the
volume’s inner life and the vivid apocalyptic of the new Jerusalem that announces its outward
prospects are, at a deeper level, the same movement: both are gestures of surrender to a reality
that exceeds all human category.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the Covenant is simultaneously
an “impregnable fortress” that protects from external threats and a “maid of heaven”
that invites from beyond all horizons, what does it mean to stand at the threshold
between these two images — between the discipline of boundary-keeping and the
generosity of world-embracing proclamation?
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