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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 117

This 1897 volume belongs to a decisive phase in the consolidation of Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry, when
the immediate problem is no longer merely survival after Baha’u’llah’s passing, but the spiritual,
doctrinal, and administrative ordering of the community under the Covenant. Again and again
these letters return to a single cluster of concerns: firmness in the Covenant, the elimination
of internal disputes, the disciplining of interpretation, and the transmutation of devotion into
organized collective life. The rhetoric is often urgent and polemical, especially in the face of wavering
and Covenant-breaking, yet the dominant constructive aim is clear: to gather the believers beneath
a common center, a common language of fidelity, and increasingly a common set of institutions.
In this respect, AB01089 is one of the volume’s doctrinal centerpieces, for it directly addresses
disputes concerning Abdu’l-Baha’s own station and emphatically defines that station as one of
“pure, absolute servitude” to Baha’u’llah, explicitly rejecting any inflation of that rank into divinity,
lordship, or a quasi-prophetic infallibility. The same letter also insists that disagreements be referred
back to him for clarification, making obedience to authoritative interpretation a practical instrument
of unity rather than a merely abstract principle.

A second major thread is the emergence of early Baha’i administration. ABO01526 is especially
notable for the strong language with which it invests the consultative assembly: it calls such bodies
a matter of “tremendous importance,” makes obedience to them binding, lays down norms of free
deliberation, majority decision, confidentiality, and non-contention after a decision is reached, and
sharply distinguishes their sphere from politics, which the believers are told to avoid. AB01545
complements this by sketching a broader program for those who “take counsel together”: promotion
of the laws, education of children, care for the poor, social betterment, and the recovery of the
negligent, all under a regime of loyalty to government and strict political non-interference. AB01546,
in turn, shows the still fluid institutional situation of the late 1890s, when devotional gatherings,
consultative meetings, charitable activity, and the aspiration toward the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar are
being related to one another in provisional but increasingly systematic ways. Read together, these
texts show that the volume is not only about defending the Covenant, but about translating
covenantal unity into durable communal forms.

Several other letters give the volume its particular texture. AB12117 and AB02696 reveal a seem-
ingly minor but revealing controversy over greetings, with Abdu’l-Baha favoring “Allah-u-Abha”
as the characteristic badge of the faithful while simultaneously trying to prevent the matter from
becoming a cause of schism; this is a small example of his broader effort to subordinate custom to
unity. AB00668, AB00708, AB01496, and AB02204 deploy vivid images of bats, crows, moles, and
other creatures of darkness to caricature the Covenant-breakers and the spiritually obtuse, showing
how polemical allegory remained one of the most forceful idioms of this period. AB02594 and
AB04616 are especially important for understanding the historical consciousness behind these dis-
putes, since both liken contemporary resistance to earlier Islamic refusals of rightful interpretation
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after the passing of the Manifestation. Yet the volume is not wholly taken up by conflict. AB00136
is a strikingly expansive meditation on marriage, unity, and cosmic complementarity; AB01999
and AB02897 cast Iran in the language of renewal and springtime; AB00286 offers an affecting con-
solation on bereavement; and AB02826 honors female steadfastness under persecution in elevated
terms. Altogether, the collection shows Abdu’l-Baha at once as interpreter of Baha’u’llah’s station,
guardian of communal unity, architect of nascent institutions, and pastor of a community being
taught how to survive crisis without forfeiting tenderness, discipline, or hope.
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AB11061

AB11060

To: Nayrizi, Nuri Jan daughter of Mulla
Shafi
Date: 1897 or <

O maidservant of God! The effulgent lights of the Abha King-
dom have shown forth unambiguously from the Exalted Hori-
zon. Rejoice in the glad tidings of God in this great age! By
the Life of God, all matters of great seriousness and great im-
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portance have been destined by Him. Glory be upon thee! S+l fg’
NYR#£121 INBA21:132b, LMA2.436, NYR#121
AB11061

To: Khavar wife of Muhammad Shafi, in Nayriz
Date: 1897 or <

O handmaid of God! Let your eyes be solaced and your heart
gladdened through the favors that appeared from the Kingdom
of your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate. By God the
True One, if you only knew what God has decreed for His
handmaidens, you would soar with joy through the grace of
your Ancient Lord.
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To: Diya’iyyih Khanum daughter of Abdu’l-Baha et al.
Date: 1897-1898

All praise be unto God, Who hath created realities that are
paired through the mutual encounter of the divine names and
attributes, that are comprised of both existence and essence,
and that derive their grace from states that are opposite yet
compatible and from facing mirrors that form complementary
reflections. “Glory be to Him Who hath created all the pairs,
of such things as the earth produceth, and of themselves, and
of things beyond their ken”,! and hath made the human reality
to be a wellspring of blessings and a fountainhead of abundant
increase in the world of being. The inner realities of all things
proceeded from the encounter of the most excellent names, and
the contest of the most exalted attributes. They married, as-
sembled, gathered, harmonized, united, and attained unto com-
pletion and perfection—whereupon, within the essences of the
realities derived therefrom, the effulgence of primal oneness
shone resplendent.

Within these mysteries lieth an inscrutable wisdom—a wisdom
through which God’s laws and ordinances have been revealed in
the Sacred Scriptures. Unto God belongeth supreme authority,
irrefutable proofs, all-swaying sovereignty, consummate might,
and all-encompassing powers of attraction.

Blessing and praise rest upon that Reality that joineth together
the spiritual realities and subtle particulars of the universe—
that mighty Bridge, that all-bountiful Link, that Confluence
of the two seas and Meeting-Place of the two shores, that Day-
Star of the “two Easts” and Light of the “two Wests”?—upon
that Blessed Tree and its branches, its leaves, its blossoms, and
its fruits, and upon all those who have sought shelter within
its shade and taken refuge beneath its outspread boughs.

1+ Verily, the All-Merciful One shed His splendour upon the Sinai
of creation with a light that gleamed, flashed, and beamed
upon the dawning-places of the souls and the horizons of the
world. Thereupon did all potentialities and their recipients,
and all existences and essences, unite and join together in af-
fection, intimacy, and mutual attraction. Through this union,
the sign of Divine Oneness appeared, the standard of His Sin-
gleness was hoisted, all multiplicity disappeared, all selfishness

LQur’an 36:36.
2¢f. Qur’an 55:17.
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vanished into nothingness, and every dividing boundary did
fade away.

5 And so that this primal oneness may be expressed and this spir-

itual harmony be manifested, He, through His consummate wis-
dom and all-encompassing mercy, prescribed matrimony and
ordained it to be a means of salvation and well-being, that
it might be a symbol of that divine bond and a sign of that
spiritual harmony, heavenly bounty, and celestial favour.

i Rejoice, then, O people of Bah4, at this loving harmony that

your Lord hath ordained for you from the realms above, and
this unity that hath been established upon pillars of divine
guidance. From it hath sprung the harmony that hath formed
between this blessed leaf and this exalted bough, and the union
that hath appeared between this noble fruit and this wondrous
branch.

Wherefore, beseech ye God to make this marriage blessed, pros-
perous, loving, and happy, to gladden and vivify by it their
two hearts, and to raise up, through them, souls who will walk
steadfastly in the Cause of the Lord, who will diffuse the sweet
savours of holiness throughout the East and the West, will
illumine the world with the light of divine knowledge, will per-
fume all regions with the fragrances of divine mysteries, and
will adorn the world of being with the hidden secrets of servi-
tude to Him Who is its Creator and Supreme Ordainer. Praise
be unto God, both at the beginning of this union and at its
culmination.

O my God! Thou seest my loneliness, my distress, my estrange-
ment, my sorrow, my affliction, my anguish and my tribulation.
With beasts have I found companionship, in the wilderness
have I made my dwelling, solitary, alone, a stranger, sick, weak,
communing and calling out: “Lord! Lord! Adversity hath be-
fallen me in my separation from Thee, and calamities have
encompassed me in my deprivation of meeting with Thee and
my banishment from Thy luminous Spot, Thy verdant Gar-
den, Thy sublime Paradise and Thy green Isle.” O Lord! My
cries have risen high and my wailing hath ascended, and my
sobbing and weeping prevent me from praising and extolling
Thy radiant Countenance which hath ascended to Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom. Hold me not to account for my silence and
quietude, my depression and despondency, and my downfall.
By Thy glory! This is not of my own will, but due to my
excessive grief and intense sorrow, my trials and pain.

Thou hast ascended, O my God, to the sanctity of Thy King-
dom, the intimacy of Thy Realm, and the glory of Thy Domin-
ion, leaving me without helper or supporter, without protector,
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companion or defender. Thine enemies have risen against me
from all directions, and those who hate Thee have assailed me
from all regions of the earth. The arrows of hatred have been
aimed at my breast, the darts of the wicked have successively
pierced my heart, and the spears of malice have been thrust
openly and secretly, before all people. Trials have grown heavy
in their burden, calamities in their weight, and hardships have
so intensified that all my strength hath well-nigh dissolved.

I have faced Thine enemies, O my Beloved, with the power
of Thy Kingdom, and resisted the most wicked of Thy foes
with the sovereignty of Thy Dominion. Thy confirmations have
scattered their gatherings, and the hosts of Thy victory have
dispersed their forces. The hosts of Thy Supreme Kingdom
and the company of Thy near angels have descended. Thy
manifest standard hath been raised high, while the banners of
those who hate Thee have been reversed. Thy sweet savors
have spread throughout all worlds, until even the tongues of
enemies spoke in praise and tribute, and the mouths of those
filled with hatred uttered commendation and acclaim for this
sighing servant’s service to Thy Cause. Such grace is attested
by enemies, and all this was solely through Thy aid, Thy might,
Thy power and Thy protection, O my Most Glorious Beloved!

This manifest victory, this great triumph, and this widespread
promotion have but increased my trials and brought me new af-
flictions, O my God, intensifying my ordeal and magnifying my
calamity, which have shaken my frame and caused my limbs
to tremble, O my Beloved, until my back was bent, my hair
turned white, my flesh wasted away, my bones decayed, my
liver was torn to pieces, my heart was burned, and the fire of
grief blazed between my ribs and vitals, until I left the vicin-
ity of Thy verdant Garden and exalted Paradise, and turned
toward the wilderness, entering this city whose people are op-
pressors.

2 O Lord! Thou knowest the burning anguish of my deprivation

from prostrating my brow at that most exalted and sublime
Threshold, and the difficulty of my separation from that holy
and blessed Shore. O Lord! Let me inhale its holy fragrances,
illumine my eyes with the radiance of its intimate fellowship,
revive my heart with the perfume of its breezes, comfort me
with hearing the glorification and praise from the angels of ho-
liness in its surrounding heights, and let me hear the melodies
of the birds of the Supreme Concourse from its gardens. Make
me one of those servants whom neither the remoteness of the
shore nor the vast distance prevents from attaining the joy of
inhaling its fragrances.
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O Lord! T am alone - be Thou my helper. I am solitary -
be Thou my supporter. I am abased - spread over me the
shade of Thy merciful Tree. I am a stranger - comfort me in
my loneliness. Aid me in my affliction, shelter me in the cave
of Thy protection and care, assist me with Thy support and
guardianship, strengthen me through Thy power and might,
gird my loins with Thy sovereignty and power. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Exalted, the Powerful, the Forgiving, the
Merciful.

O Lord, make Thou this marriage to be blessed, prosperous,
and happy. Bind these two souls together, and gladden Thou
every eye with the fruits that shall come forth from this aus-
picious occasion. Shelter them both within the sanctuary of
Thy care and protection, and guard them with the watchful
eye of Thy loving-kindness. Cause them to become signs of
Thy remembrance amidst Thy creatures, and lamps of Thy
knowledge within the glass of Thy bountiful favour.

O Lord! They are feeble; strengthen them through Thy power.
They are lowly; exalt them through Thy might. They are
supplicating Thee at the door of Thy oneness and entreating
Thee at the threshold of Thy tender mercy. Verily, Thou art
the All-Powerful, the All-Mighty, the Bounteous, the Merciful,
the Compassionate.

Tiberias, year 1315
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AB00286

Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art grief-stricken and anguished by the calami-
ties that have befallen thee and the tidings that have reached
thee! All the dwellers of the pavilion of glory have been im-
mersed in an ocean of sorrows and are partners in this endless
storm of grief and lamentation. No eye remained that did not
weep for thy affliction, and no heart that was not filled with
blood. Burning sighs were raised, and wailing and lamentation
reached its zenith. This servant inquired as to what event had
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occurred and what catastrophe, like deadly poison, had tran-
spired that caused such burning anguish and was the source of
such grief, ardor, tenderness, and intense emotion.

They answered with lamentation, saying: The only son of that
indigent servant hath put off the garment of this earthly life
and hastened unto the court of the Lord of Lords. He hath
been delivered from the straitness of the world of being and
soared away unto the realm beyond space. He grew weary
of the body and sped unto the world of the spirit, and at-
tained the presence of the Beloved. Though for that bird of
Heaven it was but freedom from the cage and deliverance from
the prison of desire and passion; a drop that hastened to the
sea, a mote that sped unto the height of the sun; a yearn-
ing soul that found its way unto the sanctuary of the Best-
Beloved of all horizonsa€”yet did that calamity plunge that
sorrow-stricken father into grievous mourning, and make that
anguished mother the companion of sighing and lamentation.
It laid low that bearer of the divine Tablets, and consumed in
the fire of yearning that courier who traversed the wilderness
of the settlements of the Most Great Name. In his heart it
reared aloft the banner of a blazing grief.

He was his sole support, his peerless jewel, his true heir, his
dearly cherished son. What, then, became of that aged and
stricken one, and how loud was the wailing of that desolate
mother? This they recounted, and from the tears of their eyes
they strung many pearls of sorrow. They lamented and cried
aloud, they grieved and bewailed; and in this affliction they
became with thee companions in sorrow and confidants in an-
guish.

When the sighing and lamenting exceeded all bounds, this ser-
vant said that that wise elder is young and vigorous in patience
and endurance of unbearable trials and tribulations, and like
a rock in strength and might, for he is seeing and knowing,
aware of the transience of this world. Every bird and moving
creature must cease its flight and motion, and every iron cage
must surely break, allowing the bird to take flight. In this light,
what effect has a long or short delay, and what difference be-
tween today and tomorrow? Especially since the Most Great
Calamity and the Supreme Ordeal has left no room for other
calamities and trials, and particularly since thou and I have
become alike in circumstance, known and marked by the same
attribute and character.

wf&;béb;\mdﬁ;'é%;
3 S o ey o BIE  e
Sby sy by s i

fody O Xy 5 4 & dsls Ol amg
N FUTCRIP, Sl s L
O 5 42 oMs Kl (Ks 5l cales
5 A Ol Ol 5 43 Sl G5 A
b Ol 4SOl o e
ol 3l Ol 5 5y o8 5l ol 3
ki 8 oy Sol s s
sy glie ol ub\ C)L 5 Oy Goyd
o % O ds 8L o)y BT Gu Gy
b GSF ol O 5 a5t aas flo (3
I A G 015 s ol pa
ool 2 22 aul O 5 calay L
‘M;&ﬂof#uﬂ\,ru.a\ ol
&\}\j#dﬁﬂ)adf‘cjb

Soos Pup Falas 5 oap sl A U
2 O de U e ;\?’); Sy Sk
03 bl yole OT 04l 5 28 6. Ka 03, kL
S ) 5 i )y ) Al e
O 5 Wosl AU 5 dzaw alsys LS*‘“‘L“’:
03 5 B3y gl 5 O 5 NS

A0S 2 e 5L s

o i Do 5 sl s i s o) O
%L};}M)JUJJL;QT{C,A?M
dy}w\\u}d\f‘szuwww)
w\u;,ui‘«,u},,uyﬂ;
3 Qo 5 0y n Lis Jlsy o 8l
Oy Coal B g dilo3l ST 4 3l
Q)ﬁ@\)sﬁj\}ﬁ&/-)x&.i&);
))/‘;61:’1’%‘);%5\1&1%&}&9
oeradl e ads s Sals a1y 15
*@4@14"@1”‘4’.));«5}5%5
y)wy‘}(b}ui\&b\)))uw
3pms Oy Cde Sy s gld

O s o) s e A J:b)js'-%;b
g et T L

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 6

ot



Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB00286

5 Grieve not, for thou art my companion and friend, my intimate

associate through months and years. What the True One de-
sired for me, He desired for thee. We are partners and share
the same portion, relying upon the Mighty Lord and seeking
refuge at His threshold. By coincidence, Salman the Persian,
who was counted among the People of the Household and was
free from every bond, had one unique child, one peerless light of
his eyes. This only child he would sometimes leave as security
for bread for Abu Dharr, and sometimes leave alone and friend-
less while he traveled. Sometimes he was in Hijaz, sometimes
in Yemen, sometimes in Mada’in, sometimes in the desert of
Oman and the mountain of Najd and the plain of tribulation.
Finally, that unique child of his lay in the bed of earth during
his lifetime, and that pearl of his was pierced by the diamond
of fate by the hand of destiny. Yet he neither wept nor burned
with anguish, neither did he heave hidden sighs nor display
obvious grief. He made neither lamentation and wailing nor
showed restlessness and endless mourning. He submitted to
God’s decree and showed acceptance and contentment.

Though in the end he had no physical progeny, how many spiri-
tual offspring did he leave behind! A great multitude were born
of his spiritual essence, and more than physical children, they
became the cause of his ancient glory. Therefore, grieve thou
not and make no lamentation. If thou desire a hundred sons,
I shall present them to thee - each one thy spiritual son and of
divine lineage, progeny without trouble and children without
toil, who will serve thee with heart and soul and not sell thee
for both worlds. Ask, and I shall present them. Grieve not,
for I am thy sympathizer. Lament not, for I am thy compan-
ion. Shed no tears, for I am thy dear friend. I hope, through
the grace of the Ancient Beauty, that thou wilt find solace
and seek tranquility, find rest and become content with God’s
decree, and in tribulation and trial become my intimate confi-
dant.
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To: Haji Aga Muhammad (Tihran)
Date: 1897 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Two missives, sealed with
steadfastness and firmness, were received and considered with
the eye of loving-kindness. From their contents radiated
supreme steadfastness and the effulgences of firmness in the
Covenant of the Abha Beauty were manifest. Praise be to
God that He has nurtured such servants in the bosom of
His grace who are manifest standards for the impregnable
fortress of the Covenant and brilliant moons for the mighty
tower of the Testament. They are piercing meteors to the
Covenant-breakers and mighty supports to those who waver
in the cradle. They are speaking tongues in praise of the
Beloved of the horizons and lofty palm trees in the garden of
faithfulness.

Therefore you must, in gratitude for this success, strive that
by no means should any conversation occur among the friends
that would cause difference, dispute and controversy. If there
arises any difference of opinion on a matter, both sides should
maintain complete silence and inquire, and whatever answer is
sent, they should implement it.

3 In any case, what I desire from you is that, with the assis-
tance and grace of the Abha Beauty, this difference among the
friends in Tehran be eliminated, for it has become a cause of
derision and these servants are reproached for it. Mu’aviyah
was asked how, despite the fact that the Prophet had said
about him “May God never fill his belly” and “God’s curse be
upon the she-camel, its rider and its leader,” and despite his
father breaking the Prophet’s tooth and his mother chewing
the liver of Hamzah, the Prophet’s uncle, and despite being
detested himself, he became the sovereign ruler of Islam and
was established on the throne of the Caliphate. He said it
was because the companions of the Commander of the Faith-
ful disagreed so much - the more they disagreed, the stronger
I became. Now too, due to differences among the friends, the
Covenant-breakers are in utmost joy and delight while this ser-
vant is in extreme grief and sorrow. Surely you are not content
with my sorrow and the joy of the negligent ones.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The time has come for you
to gird up the loins of endeavor and completely uproot this dif-
ference from among the friends. This multiplicity of greetings
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was not of such importance that it should become such a cause
of difference among the friends that its tremors reach the Holy
Land and multiply the sorrows a hundredfold. These four greet-
ings were established by His Holiness the Exalted One (may my
spirit be a sacrifice unto Him) and by these four greetings was
meant the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name (may
my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him), for He is the Most Great
Name, the Most Great Light, and the Most Great Manifesta-
tion. None of these are abrogated in God’s Law. However, in
the Blessed Days the mark of the believers and attribute of the
sincere ones was “Allah-u-Abha,” and whatever was current in
the Blessed Days remains unchanged until the new resurrec-
tion. Since “Allah-u-Abha” was the practice of the believers,
therefore the greeting should be “Allah-u-Abha.” Furthermore,
this servant’s utmost desire is that all remembrances and devo-
tions should be of the Blessed Name, and when I hear the call
of “Allah-u-Abha” my spirit quivers and my soul rejoices. I im-
mediately cry out: “From where is this musician who speaks
the name of the Friend?”

However, if someone utters “Allah-u-Ajmal,” they should not
be denounced or belittled, for it has no abrogating text in
God’s Law. One should say with utmost gentleness and kind-
ness that during the time of manifestation the greeting was
“Allah-u-Abha” and in the days of concealment too, the mark
of the steadfast and attribute of the firm ones, even the greet-
ing of “Him Whom God shall make manifest” was “Allah-u-
Abha.” Therefore we should follow and obey. If accepted, well
and good; if not, write confidentially to the Holy Land about
the situation and a decisive ruling will come from there.

; If it is to be that such minor matters cause differences among

the loved ones of God, then what will happen later? In any
case, you must eliminate this difference from among the friends.
None of them are at fault at all. Resort to the utmost love,
harmony, unity and friendship so that the wavering ones do
not become joyful and delighted.
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To: Mirza Mihdi Khan
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art guided by the Supreme Guidance!

A few bats, that had crept into the corner of oblivion and flut-
tered in the darkness of the house of the blind, from beneath
a thousand veils would now and again censure the light, and
in every nook and corner chant the praises of the dark. They
have counted as gain the setting of the sun beneath the hori-
zon of existence; they nod their heads, would fain display their
antics, and have found an open field. They would persuade
certain witless souls, through overturning whispers and lying
breathings, that the Most Great Luminary was harmful unto
the world, and that the Ancient Sun was profitless and dark-
some; for on the day of His dawning the fair was distinguished
from the swarthy, and the ugly from the beautiful became
known, clear, and manifest.

He had put many to shame, and driven a faction wandering into
the holes of darkness. He had cast the wretched thieves into
the travail of disgrace, and constrained the roving dervishes to
abide behind veil and curtain. The heat of His blaze did melt
men’s bodies, and the rays of His light did dazzle their eyes.
The force of His beam did scorch the face, and the fierceness
of His flame did broil the liver. By every door He entered,
and over the wall of every sinner He climbed. He rendered
visible that blameworthy prying; He melted the well-accepted
mountains of snow; He withered the useless weeds, and made
the rootless trees forlorn and faded. Upon righteous and wicked
alike He lavished His bounty, and illumined alike the cottage of
the sinner and of the godly. Upon the brow of the perfect and
the imperfect, the learned and the ignorant alike, He scattered
His rays, and upon flower-garden and dung-hill alike did He
shed His splendor.

“Therefore,” they say, “one must shrink from Him, and with-
draw from His mention and His love. Darkness is praisewor-
thy, and the night acceptable, for it concealeth defects and
veileth sins. It granteth to the clever bats a free arena, and
to accomplished thieves an opportunity of escape. It exposeth
not the wandering dervishes, and becometh the cause of ease
unto evildoers and hirelings. It hath delightful breezes and

cooling winds; it bringeth sweet sleep and increaseth health.
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It keepeth watch over the moon-faced beauties, and spread-
eth its covering over profligates. It affordeth warriors a field
for sudden assault, and unto the vanquished and oppressed a
chance for flight and contrivance. It is the intermediary of
intimacy betwixt lover and beloved, and the concealer of a
hundred thousand faults and sins. It is the resurrection and
gathering-place of the mighty host of insects, and the arena
of manifestation and appearance for the armies of Satan. It
provideth the foxes and jackals with occasion to obtain their
prey and sustenance, and unto ravening beasts it offereth the
means of reaching game and quarry throughout the lands. For
the watchers of the night it is the hour of supplication, of com-
munion, of worship, and of fellowship with the Lord of earth
and heaven, and for the songbird of the meadow, night is the
time for melody and cry; while for the wine-bibbers, it is the
festal gathering of fellowship, music, and song.”

Thus do they, with such idle words, revile the world-illumining
sun and extol the vehement darkness that compasseth all re-
gions, yet they know not that the life and very being of the
children of darkness is itself derived from the bounty of that
Most Great Luminary. Were it not for the warmth, the efful-
gence, and the fostering grace of the Sun of Truth, no living
thing would exist—mnot even that bat, which otherwise would
be naught. In any case, these words were written in jest, but
listen with the ear of truth.

Glory be upon thee! Perfume the senses of thy believing wife,
thy mother-in-law, thy son and thy daughter with the fra-
grances that have been diffused from the gardens of providence
in this glorious Covenant.
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AB00708

To: Haji Ali Khan, in Abadih
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who speaketh the praise of God!

When the Morn of Eternity illumined the horizon of the world,
the bats were scattered, crying “Woe unto us! No scope or
field remains for us, our shop and market are ruined!” So
they sought a remedy, for the prayer niche and pulpit were
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overturned. One said “This is a false dawn,” another said “A
setting star,” some said “It is the northern lights, rarely seen
and having no brilliant star behind it,” while others said “It is
the glow of a volcanic crater during an eruption.”

And when the brilliant Sun arose, they crept into the corners
of their doubts and the crypts of their various delusions, say-
ing “This is night, not day; darkness, not heart-ravishing light.
Where is that sovereign of the ethereal realm? Where is that
world-conquering radiance? Where is that fiery orb? Where is
that cherished face?”

And when that shining Luminary pitched its tent at the
midpoint of heaven, at the meridian, it struck the drums
of sovereignty, proclaiming “O ye blind ones! O ye bats!
This is the effulgence of dawn and the manifestation of the
Daystar of the horizons! This is the radiance of Sinai and the
brilliant flame! The eye of the yearning one is illumined and
the nostrils of lovers are perfumed! These are life-bestowing
breezes and the breaths from the gardens of the Most Great
Resurrection! This is the trumpet blast and the wafting
fragrance from the rose-garden of joy! This is the outpouring
of grace and the Day of Glad-Tidings! This is the terror of
resurrection and the horror of loss in this world and the next!
This is the fear when every pregnant woman shall lay down
her burden, the dread when every nursing mother shall forget
her nursling, and the terror when thou shalt see mankind as
in a drunken state, yet they are not drunk: but severe is the
chastisement of God! This is the appearance and the blowing
of the trumpet, and that return is not far off! This is gladness
and joy, gathering and resurrection! The companions of the
right hand are in the faithful heaven, and the companions of
the left hand are in evil torment! Verily the righteous are in
bliss and verily the wicked are in hellfire! The divine candle is
lit and the gathering of the All-Merciful is a rose garden!”

In short, these momentous events did not awaken the uncon-
scious nor bring the senseless to their senses. Still they await
that Day, deserving of rebuke and blame. Leave them in their
vain disputes to play!

Therefore, O lovers of God, you who are seated at the head of
this feast and wield the flaming sword of this battle, you birds
of the gardens of unity and manifestations of the realities of
detachment - gather beneath the shade of the Word of Oneness
and assemble under the banner of the presence of Unity! Arise
to manifest the mighty signs of the Most Great Resurrection
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and set about to spread abroad the brilliant lights of this Most
Great Revival! Strive in love and affection and associate closely
with one another! Be distinguished from others by divine at-
tributes and follow the way and conduct of the Sovereign of
Sovereigns among the people! Strive to unite all and advance
in all degrees! Be kind to one another in gatherings and be well-
wishers to both friend and stranger! Look not upon limitations
lest you be deprived of the outpouring of manifestation. Strive
to order affairs and exert effort to advance all things. But the
witness of all these gifts will only unveil in the assembly of
the friends when the Covenant and Testament are preserved
and protected. Otherwise: “Hasten to perdition! Hasten to
error! Hasten to disappointed hopes! Hasten to despair and
extinction! Hasten to severe and impossible torment!”

And the Glory be upon you!

Sl 53 a8 (lisl 55 ) o al) sl
Al BNl s sl 28 e
Sl Sk 5 Fan s s b Sl
S A 3 g s b L S
Ol S o2 G S o 23 B 53
opad a5 Ol e o 5 LATL 5 a8l
o s 4 2 ek bl AW
3542 C’ﬁ@‘-é]ﬁ; 1555 !
OLL 21 55 Calye J\Ce.\bu Jdy sl
d}«aﬁ).bjas'-dlr;-\@ﬁd?:)\,\:bozj
@JM\‘_}G@JL)\&:@Y\) ;;f
PV AU e - W s ke

Jdt aaz Olde Je

;xc[w,

INBA55:418, INBA72:018, INBASS:125,
MKT2.123, MILAN.174, AKHA_121BE
409 p.j, MAS5.202

AB00960

To: Haji Abu’l-Qasim et al.
Date: 1897 ca.

O my spiritual friends! In this glorious dispensation and great
century the sun of the Covenant like unto the Most Great Lu-
minary of the world is shining from its dawning place of the
Kingdom and has illumined all beings. The bounties of the
Most Great Ocean lap continuously at the shores of human
hearts and the musk-laden zephyr and the perfumed breezes
are spread abroad from the divine rose garden. The winds
of salvation are blowing from the seat of loving-kindness and
the divine glad tidings are continuously descending from the
supreme horizon.

The friends of God should bestir themselves, therefore with a
celestial strength and heavenly power, with divine assistance
and an eloquent tongue, with sublime detachment and great
joy, with a luminous brow and ardent devotion because their
attachment to the sacred threshold necessitates these spiritual
attributes and their acquisition of the virtues of servitude at-
tracts the loving glances of the eternal Beauty.
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Every blade of grass and each sweet meadow, which is granted
a share of His outpouring clouds of mercy, shall surely become
lush and verdant and every tree that receives its portion from
the fountain of his loving kindness will always become fresh
and green. Even the narrow nooks and crooked crannies in the
rock will be illumined once they receive the lighting glance of
divine beauty. Such qualities have distinguished between the
righteous and the ungodly throughout the ages at such time as
some are found in the Garden, and some in the Blazing Fire.

Therefore should we cling to the hem of the divine reality now,
be strong in His covenant and testament now, be steadfast on
the pathway of the All Merciful and strive to attain the bounty
of the Ancient Beauty in order to be focal points of the grace
of the All Merciful and the dawnbreakers of His confirmation.
We should cling steadfastly to His firm cord, exert our efforts
and fix our energies on spreading the divine proofs. We should
consecrate all our time in diffusing the fragrances of the garden
of God so that both east and west may become daysprings of
the verses of divine unity and north and south may turn upon
the axis of the sacred holy mysteries, so that all faces may
become illumined with the light of the All-Merciful and every
breast may be bright with certitude, so that the signs of the
manifestation may become apparent at all levels of existence
and this life of dust become a mirror of the Kingdom on high
and this world the Abha paradise.
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AB01089

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi (Tihran)
Date: 1897 ca.

O servants of God’s Covenant! According to reports, differ-
ences have arisen among the loved ones of God in that locality
and other places, and these differences have become the cause
of discord and division. These differences concern this servant,
with each one making statements according to their own under-
standing and disposition. However, all must forget their own
understanding and conception, and accept whatever flows from
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this Pen without interpretation or explanation. They must
adorn their hearts with these lights, perfume their nostrils with
the fragrant breezes from this Garden of Truth, sweeten their
taste with the honey of utterance from this Pen, and all must
hold fast to the clear meaning of the words, neither adding
nor subtracting a single letter. Thus will all be gathered under
the shade of the Word of Unity, drink from the living waters
of divine oneness, the mighty fortress of God’s Cause remain
protected, and the edifice of God’s Word be raised high.

Should differences arise among the loved ones concerning any
matter, both sides should remain silent and seek clarification
from this servant, maintaining the utmost love toward each
other until the answer arrives. Whatever answer is given, both
sides should acknowledge it so the difference may be resolved.

In brief, from earliest childhood this servant has been nur-
tured in the cradle of servitude, suckled at the breast of self-
effacement, and raised in the embrace of lowliness. That is,
servitude to the Ancient Beauty has become intermixed with
this servant’s flesh, blood and bones, becoming like spirit in
the body. This servant’s ultimate hope and desire in all the
worlds of the seen and unseen is the realization of pure, abso-
lute servitude to the Most Glorious Beauty. 1 will not exchange
this servitude for any station - whether it be an attribute, qual-
ity, praise, position, condition, perfection, lordship or divinity.

This servant’s face is illumined with the light of servitude in the
Most Glorious Kingdom, and this lowly one’s head is adorned
with the crown of bondage to the Ancient Beauty. By God,
besides Whom there is no other God, the breath of servitude
is the very spirit of life for this servant, and this heart is stirred
by no breeze save the life-giving fragrance of bondage to the
Ancient Beauty. This is my spirit and sweet basil, my glory and
station, my manifest horizon and the light of my countenance,
my highest paradise and ultimate hope, my final goal.

Therefore all the loved ones must affirm this station for this ser-
vant, that it may bring joy to this servant’s heart and become
the cause of unity of the Word.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 ca.

O nightingale of the divine rose garden! The season of the
divine spring is still in utmost freshness and grace, and the
garden of the All-Merciful is in perfect verdure and sweetness.
The spiritual friends, like beauties in the divine gathering, are
in perfect comeliness and grace, and the spiritual nightingale
is singing with the most wonderful melodies of eloquence and
rhetoric. Despite this, a few crows have taken over the field and
with their cawing and croaking have created such a disturbance
in this meadow that they wish to turn this garden of the All-
Merciful into a dark furnace, and this divine paradise into a
satanic dungheap. They want to turn the grateful birds into
despised vultures, and the zealous falcons into ungrateful crows.
They wish to transform the parrots of the divine sugar-land
into earthly graveyard crows, and turn the rose garden of inner
meanings and truths into a thornfield of endless vices.

The bait they have placed in this trap is the commonplace unity
and the oneness that occurs to the minds of the masses, which
remains as an old inheritance from ancient nations - despite
the fact that in all divine tablets and scriptures, the explana-
tion of unity exists with the most wonderful meanings. Now
these obstinate people have clung to the hem of the Jewish
Talmud. Observe the answer to Sheikh Salman, upon whom
be the Most Glorious Glory of God. And if the intention is the
greatness, grandeur and incomparability of the Blessed Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His sacred threshold, this is ac-
cepted by all and agreed upon by all the people of guidance.
No two people differ on it. Where is there a treasure that could
fit into the conception of His essence? Like unto Him, He is
sanctified above unity and multiplicity, absoluteness and limi-
tation, composition and simplicity. All these are attributes of
His lowliest creation. These helpless ones have no knowledge
of the explanations of the former saints, nor of the meanings
and truths of His Holiness the Exalted One, may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him, nor of the essential explanations of the Most
Glorious Beauty, may I be sacrificed for His loved ones with all
existence and power. Their unity is the meaning that occurs
to delusions.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Today the greatest of obligations is the unity of the friends of
God. You must certainly exert great effort to bring about, by
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whatever means, complete harmony among the friends. You
must give this matter your utmost attention.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

i And today there is no service greater than this.
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AB01526

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1897 ca.

O Lord and Confirmer of every gathering convened to exalt Thy
Word of Divine Grace, and Helper of every company united to
serve at the threshold of Thy Divine Unity! I beseech Thee
by Thy Beauty concealed in the realms of Thy Most Glorious
Unseen Kingdom to encompass these souls with the glances
of Thine eye of grace, to strengthen them with mighty power,
and to gird up their loins with Thy pervasive force that flows
through all things. Verily Thou art the Hearer of Prayer and
verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Today the consultative assembly has tremendous importance
and strong necessity, and obedience to it is obligatory and
binding upon all, especially since they are pillars of the Hands
of the Cause.

The members thereof must take counsel together in such wise
that no occasion for ill-feeling or discord may arise. This can be
attained when every member expresseth with absolute freedom
his own opinion and setteth forth his argument. Should anyone
oppose, he must on no account feel hurt for not until matters
are fully discussed can the right way be revealed. The shining
spark of truth cometh forth only after the clash of differing
opinions. If after discussion, a decision be carried unanimously
well and good; but if, the Lord forbid, differences of opinion
should arise, a majority of voices must prevail.

When a decision from the consultative assembly’s decisions is
rejected by the friends or some of them, the members should
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not argue or dispute with anyone. They should remain silent
and write to this servant. Furthermore, no one should relay
what is discussed in the consultative assembly.

At the beginning of the gathering they should specifically pray
for success for His Imperial Majesty and seek complete confir-
mation for His Excellency the Prime Minister. They should
never mention political matters in the consultative assembly.
Rather, all discussions should be about general and specific in-
terests, improving conditions, perfecting character, education
of children, and protection of all in every respect. If anyone
wishes to speak a word about government actions or criticize
those in authority, others should not agree, for the Cause of
God has absolutely no connection with political matters, nei-
ther now nor before. Political matters pertain to those in au-
thority. What connection do they have with souls who must
strive to reform conditions and morals and encourage perfec-
tions? In brief, no one should go beyond their own duties.
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AB01545

Lawh-i-Mahfil-i-Shawr?
To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1897 ca.

The prime requisites for them that take counsel together are
purity of motive, radiance of spirit, detachment from all else
save God, attraction to His Divine Fragrances, humility and
lowliness amongst His loved ones, patience and long-suffering
in difficulties and servitude to His exalted Threshold. Should
they be graciously aided to acquire these attributes, victory
from the unseen Kingdom of Baha shall be vouchsafed to them.
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The second obligation is to establish the oneness of the invisi-
ble Beauty of Abha and the perfect divine Manifestation of the
Primal Point and the pure, absolute, essential, inner, true, ex-
plicit servitude of ‘Abdu’l-Baha without any trace of mention
other than that. This is my ultimate goal, the highest ascent
of my aspirations, my paradise of refuge, the light of my coun-
tenance, the desire of my heart, the healing of my breast, the
coolness of my eyes, the quenching of my thirst, the soothing
of my burning, and the cure of my illness. Whoever believes
otherwise has indeed opposed ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

The third obligation is to promote the divine laws among the
friends regarding prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, Huquq, and all
other divine ordinances completely. Likewise, to constantly en-
courage and urge all the friends, in accordance with the decisive
divine texts, to obey and serve the just throne of sovereignty, to
show truthfulness and trustworthiness in service to His Impe-
rial Majesty the just monarch, and to submit to the authorities
of government.

The fourth obligation is the protection and preservation of all
the friends in all circumstances and situations, and the admin-
istration of general affairs such as the education of children,
refinement of character, teaching of beneficial sciences in all
aspects, establishment of schools for both males and females,
caring for the poor and weak and young and orphans and wid-
ows, and devising means of industry and livelihood and im-
provement of general conditions.

Fifth is preventing all from that which causes sedition and cor-
ruption, complete non-interference in political affairs, refrain-
ing from conversation in this regard even to the slightest degree,
and indicating submission in all conditions and tranquility and
love and friendship with all.

Sixth is showing kindness to the negligent ones and employing
all means to bring those souls back to the Covenant of the
All-Merciful.
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To: Spiritual Assembly
Date: 1897 ca.

O lovers of the Countenance of Truth!

It befitteth the friends to hold a gathering, a meeting, where
they shall glorify God and fix their hearts upon Him, and
read and recite the Holy Writings of the Blessed Beauty—may
my soul be the ransom of His lovers! The lights of the All-
Glorious Realm, the rays of the Supreme Horizon, will be cast
upon such bright assemblages, for these are none other than
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkars, the Dawning-Points of God’s Remem-
brance, which must, at the direction of the Most Exalted Pen,
be established in every hamlet and city

When these are firmly established, private assemblies shall be
abolished. However, since public gatherings cannot at present
be established in various lands, as they would cause the agita-
tion of the wicked and the interference of the ungodly, there
is no objection to establishing private gatherings wherein the
number of those present corresponds to the sacred number of
the Greatest Name. The purpose of this is to prevent large
crowds from gathering, which would cause alarm, distress and
the lamentation of the ignorant.

These spiritual gatherings must be held with the utmost purity
and consecration, so that from the site itself, and its earth and
the air about it, one will inhale the fragrant breathings of the
Holy Spirit.

The Ancient Beauty, in consideration of divine wisdom, has
ordained that in these lands the friends should not gather in
numbers exceeding that of the Greatest Name - this is in ac-
cordance with wisdom. The intent is that in the Divine Law,
the place of worship and general gathering for recitation is
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar alone, and it supersedes all other gath-
erings and assemblies for worship. However, gatherings for
education, charitable assemblies, consultative meetings, and
beneficial conferences are not only permitted but necessary
and obligatory. Yet at present, due to wisdom, none of these
are free from risk. Therefore, for now we must be content
with spiritual gatherings, and the first among these gatherings
must temporarily assume responsibility for all services. The
friends of God must assist, to the extent possible, with the
benevolent activities of this gathering, so that, God willing,
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the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar may be established with the utmost
grandeur and majesty. At that time, these temporary mea-
sures shall be abolished.

i And the glory be upon you, O loved ones of God!
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AB01999

To: Baha’is of Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

O Thou sanctified Lord! From its earliest days, Thou didst
make the soil of Persia to be musk scented and soul stirring,
gem laden and knowledge bearing. Above its east shineth at
all times Thy luminous Orb, and from its west appeareth the
radiant moon. Its land fostereth love, its heavenly plains teem
with enchanting herbs and flowers, its slopes are replete with
fresh and delectable fruits, its meadows are the envy of the
garden of Eden, its wisdom beareth tidings of the celestial
realm, its fervour is that of the fathomless and surging ocean.

For a time, the flame of its knowledge was extinguished and the
star of its greatness hidden beneath a veil. Its vernal breezes
gave way to autumnal blasts, and its delightsome rose-garden
was filled with tares and thorns; its wellspring of limpid waters
turned brackish and stale, and its greatest and most precious
souls were made homeless wanderers in distant lands; its ef-
fulgent light was dimmed and its mighty river reduced to a
narrow stream.

But at last, the ocean of Thy bounty surged forth and the
sun of Thy favour shone resplendent. A new springtime ar-
rived, and a vivifying breeze wafted; the clouds rained down,
and that Day-Star of loving-kindness shone resplendent. The
country was stirred to life again, the barren dust turned into
a rose-garden, and the darksome earth became the envy of ev-
ery orchard. The world became a new world and resounded
with its praise. The mountains and the plains became green
and verdant, and the birds of the field warbled their chorus of
sweet melodies. This indeed is a time for joy! This indeed is
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a call from heaven! This indeed is an everlasting foundation!
Arise from thy slumber! Arise!

O Divine Providence! A gathering is now convened and an
assemblage hath united to strive with heart and soul that they
may bestow upon the friends a share of the bountiful showers
of Thy grace and may, through Thy nurturing power, rear their
young children in the bosom of knowledge, make them the pride
of the learned, teach them the divine religion, and manifest
thereby the bounty of God. O loving Provider! Be Thou their
haven and their refuge, and give them strength so that they
may attain unto their heart’s desire, forsake the world and all
that is therein, and make that land a reflection of the Realm
on high.
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To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art awake and vigilant! Praise and worship God
that He rescued you from the vortex of the Evil Ones, the
breakers of the Covenant, and led to you to the assemblage of
the righteous. This group do not see the rays of the sun and,
like the blind mole, settle in the corner of the grave. They do
not listen to the life-giving melody of the heavenly world and,
like the deaf serpent, have crawled into a dark and narrow hole.

When they wish to show their wisdom and display their vision,
they say: “The radiant sun is dark and the bright moon is
dim in the eyes of those who are far and near. The melody of
the nightingale is hideous and that of the crow and the raven
beautiful. The garden of God’s mysteries is a dust-heap, and
the dry and dusty desert a rose-garden.”
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So, the four essences, four directions, four streams, four streets,
four stations and four days are much mentioned in the words
of the ancestors and those who lived in former times. When
on the fourth day, the sun, the star of the fourth heaven, faces
the fourth station, every one who is godly will return to God
and every one who is ungodly will return to the Evil One.

Each soul, when separated from the body, will on the first day
reach the first station and pass through it and pass beyond the
essence of earth. On the second day in the second station, it
will pass beyond the essence of the world of plants. On the
third day in the third station, it will pass beyond the world
of animals. On the morning of the fourth day, in the station
of human beings, when the resplendent sun of the Lord of the
Worlds shines forth, whosoever passes, will attain the world
of the Kind Lord. Otherwise, he will remain in the station of
animals.

The four days are four stations, since the Sun of the world
of spirit sheds its light on the four stations according to the
capacity of each station.

i Greet each one of the friends with the message of friendship

and amity. May your soul rejoice.
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AB02474

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The honored Amin has,
in his letters, offered utmost praise for your steadfastness, firm-
ness and efforts expended in the path of salvation. I said that
lover of the countenance of Truth is renowned throughout all
horizons, that wanderer in the path of the Luminary of Splen-
dor is distraught and impassioned, enchanted and notorious,
and famous throughout all the world for his ardent love. The
fame of his firmness has reached the zenith of the Kingdom,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl s el Ol GLAI e o o U
oy ol calid ) ke e
"a;\{ St ot NIy ol J-:-w 3 *dsds
3= oy @i O r..qf Kozt Ol
Gl S razS sl )
S8 5 Oley 5 ed y Canilogw o aid]
ol S Cae GMA e et

23

ot

6

1


http://www.bahai.org/r/974065521
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA1/ma1-445.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA2/ma2-84.html
https://www.h-net.org/~bahai/areprint/ab/M-R/M/milani/052.jpg
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK2/ak2-216.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-230.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-230.html

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB02429

and the power of his steadfastness has penetrated the heart of
the world. God has abrogated the Surah of the Earthquake and
transformed the people of error. Soon he shall find the gates of
divine confirmation opened and his illumined breast expanded.
He shall witness the hosts of the highest heaven attacking like
the waves of the Abha Kingdom’s sea, and shall behold the
armies of divine assistance with their successive banners.

O true friend! The hope from the new grace of the Ancient
Lord is that the blessed verse “And We wished to show Our
favor unto those who were oppressed in the earth, and to make
them leaders and to make them the inheritors” will be fulfilled,
and that the mystery of “He singles out for His mercy whomso-
ever He wishes” will pitch its tent at the pole of the horizons,
and the light of “This is by God’s grace which He bestows
on whomsoever He wishes” will blaze forth in the lamp of the
hearts of the loved ones of God.

And they shall be so confirmed by the power of the Kingdom
that they will make the horizons the envy of the seven layers of
heaven through the light of splendor. They shall cause earth-
quakes in the pillars of the world and create tumult in every
town and city. These souls are supported by the hosts of the
Abha Kingdom and are assisted in exalting the Word of God.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant. Today the duty of all is firmness in the Covenant
and, with all their powers, the diffusion of the divine fra-
grances.
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AB02429

To: Baha’is of Sarvistan
Date: 1897 ca.

O true friends! For some time no news has arrived from you
and no morning message has dawned from that direction.

2 Consider His Holiness, the Bird of the Garden of the Kingdom,

his honor Murtada (may my spirit be sacrificed for him), what
a burning fire he kindled at the pole of the horizons that its
flame reached to the borders of the Abha Kingdom, and such a
radiance did he shed that it illumined the horizons of creation.
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Thus it became clear that until you burn you cannot illumi-
nate, and until you melt like a candle you cannot enlighten the
gathering.

O friends! We must be fair - in what cycle and in what age
we are submerged in the sea of divine favors, why should we
not be full of glad tidings? And we are reposing in the shade
of the Divine Tree, why should we not be filled with joy? We
have discovered the hidden treasure, why should we leave our
purse empty? And we have entered beneath the shade of that
stately cypress, why should we remain helpless and bent over?

The favor and kindness of the Desired One toward the people
of Sarvistan was abundant, and the glances of the eye of favor
encompassed their condition at all times. He would continually
show favors and bestow the utmost kindness. What sorrow
then do you have and what grief?

That which the Concourse on High longed for, you have at-
tained, and whatever the denizens of the highest paradise died
yearning for, you have become blessed and provided with. All
the Concourse on High yearned for one address from the An-
cient Beauty that they might attain the honor of hearing it,
while you heard this call from the Sinai Tree and listened to
the divine call with accepting ears. Do you know what a bounty
this was, yet remain silent? And do you know what a gift this
was, yet stay quiet? Be joyous and receive glad tidings!
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AB02594
To: Bibi Fatimih wife of the brother of who attained et al., in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.
O assured leaf! Ltakas *45,y o]

The Primal Point and the Most Exalted Beauty - may my
spirit, my being, my essence and my identity be sacrificed for
Him - at the beginning of their Manifestation kindled a flame
of fire in the heart of the horizons and burned away the veils
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of the people of allusions, so that they might make humanity
ready to acquire the lights of reality from the Sun of Oneness.

When the True Sun rose from the dawning-place of hopes, new
veils appeared and endless coverings became manifest. Then
the power of the Greatest Name rent asunder the thick veils
of the nations and the brilliant lights of the Ancient Beauty
shone forth in the intense darkness of the people of the world.
Eyes became seeing and ears became hearing.

And when the Most Great Luminary set from the horizon of
the world, the time of doubts arrived and the dominion of am-
biguous verses appeared. The appointed Center was forgotten
and independent judgment and derivation arose. One, like the
second Caliph, said “The Book of God is sufficient for us.” An-
other, like the son of Hind, began to weep and lament and
cry out “Alas for he of the two lights! Woe unto him who
equipped the army of difficulty!” Another cried “Alas for the
Law! Alas for the Religion!” And another, like those who
hated the Prince of Martyrs, declared “He has made lawful
what God made unlawful and made unlawful what God made
lawful, and abandoned fasting and prayer.”

The Covenant was forgotten and the Testament fell into the
corner of forgetfulness. The Center of the Covenant became
detested while he who observed circumstances became the cen-
ter of the foundations, principles and branches of the religion
of God.

This is the testament of the Blessed Beauty! This is the content
of the Book of the Covenant! Soon you shall see those who
waver in manifest loss.
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AB02766

To: Nush, in Bombay
Date: 1897 ca.

In the name of the luminosity of heaven and the kind God!

O Nush, wine-drinker! May this cup of wine be sweet to youl!
This wine is the handiwork of that veiled Beloved. It fermented
in the heavenly wine-cellar, and the divine Angel strove and
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the hidden Hand poured it in the cup, and the charming, veiled
Beauty became the witness of the gathering. He took up the
cup of the Covenant and broke the market of the Josephs, and
opened the shop of sugar, and bestowed eternal life upon the
people. He lit up a face and stored up honey. He rent His
garment and with smiling lips gave the desire of both worlds
to the people of the world.

What a pity that people are blind and deaf and dumb! This
is the existence of non-existence which belongs to the birds of
night.

You who are the bird of dawn, sweet-singing and melodious
and cultured - take up the harp and lute and break the market
of Barbad, and sing such a song that the Angel of the highest
heaven will be moved to enthusiasm and commotion and the
birds of the divine garden will become intoxicated. Play the
lute and compose poetry and empty your heart of the stranger
and become intimate with the Stranger and cry out in a loud
voice:

5 This is the Angel’s call, this is fervor and excitement

This is knowledge and intelligence - Awake, awake!
This is the soul’s fire, this is the mine’s jewel

This is the shining moon - Awake, awake!

If you seek a ray come, if you tread the path come

If you desire from any direction come - Awake, awake!

May your soul be blessed!
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AB02696

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I hope that through
the grace and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, thy face may
be eternally illumined with the light of steadfastness in the
Kingdom.
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Concerning the greeting which thou didst mention, this ser-
vant’s heart and soul desire that the blessed Name alone may
be the spiritual fragrance of the sincere ones in the gardens
of the earthly and heavenly kingdoms. And when this holy
Name reaches my ears, my soul becomes filled with spirit and
sweet fragrance, and my spirit is moved. Therefore, O friend,
seek what brings joy to my heart and soul, and raise such a
cry of “Allah-u-Abha” that it may reach the ears of all the
sincere ones here and gladden the heart of this servant. Due to
the honor of this blessed Name, I long to see thy face so that I
may hear this blessed Name from thy tongue with my own ears.
Consider with what a bounty thou hast been distinguished! It
behooveth thee to cry out among the concourse of the world:
“Blessed am I for this great favor!” And the Glory be upon
thee and upon the sincere servants of God.

These four greetings are from the commandments of His Ho-
liness the Exalted One (may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him)
and have not been abrogated, and you have not acted contrary
to the Law of God. But this servant’s desire is that even the
minor traditions of the blessed days should continue until the
Day of Resurrection, let alone this greeting which was among
the special characteristics of the blessed days and from hear-
ing which my spirit is moved and my soul is filled with glad
tidings. And the Glory be upon thee, O thou who art firm in
God’s Covenant!
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AB02826

To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

Blessed art thou, O Tuba! Glad tidings unto thee, O Tuba!
Joy be unto thee, O Tuba! Glory be unto thee, O Tubal

In this mighty Dispensation and wondrous Cycle of the Great-
est Name and the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed
for the martyrs in His path), a number of handmaidens became
targets for the arrows of tribulation and the darts of cruelty,
exposed to the oppression of enemies, objects of reproach and
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blame from the foolish and ignorant. They sacrificed fathers
and sons, husbands and kindred.

But thou, O oppressed one in God’s path and victim of tyranny
in the Most Great Cause, hadst an abundant portion and am-
ple share of this supreme blessing, and in this arena thou didst
win the polo ball of precedence and excellence. Thou becamest
the unique pearl in the shell of tribulation and the wise cham-
pion in the field of tests.

Thy father sacrificed his life in the path of the Beloved. Thy
son was martyred at the hands of a tyrannical son-in-law. Thy
silver-bodied brother became the radiant moon in the heaven
of martyrdom. Thy brother’s child, in the age of childhood
and freedom, wandering and homeless, dancing and clapping
his hands, laid down his head beneath sword and dagger.

5 All these tribulations came in succession, following one after

another after the passing of that ascended spouse, and beyond
these, countless afflictions assailed thee, and I am aware of
them all.

; Would that the handmaidens of the earth knew thy great sta-

tion with God! I swear by the Ancient Beauty that the queens
of the world would serve thee. And the Glory be upon thee, O
Tuba!
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AB02984

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1897 ca.

O ye who are attracted by the Abha Beauty! In the essence
of the heart, the seas of love for the friends are surging and
tumultuous, and from the wine of affection for the beloved
ones, we are filled with rapture and ecstasy. Not a moment
passeth but ye come to mind, and no breath escapeth but ye
are mentioned. At the Sacred Threshold, with utmost humility
and supplication, this prayer is offered:

O Thou Powerful, Ancient One! We are all captives in the
grasp of Thy might. Thou art our Protector, Thou art our
Sustainer. Grant us Thy grace, bestow upon us Thy bounty,
open wide the gates of favor and cast upon us the glance of
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Thy loving-kindness. Send forth Thy life-giving breeze, quicken
longing hearts, illumine the eyes, and make the garden of hearts
the envy of flower-bed and meadow. Give glad-tidings to the
spirits and bestow joy upon the souls. Make manifest Thy
ancient power and render brilliant Thy mighty strength. Cause
the birds of souls to soar in another atmosphere, and make the
intimates of the mortal realm familiar with the mysteries of the
Kingdom. Grant steadfast feet and bestow resolute hearts. We
are sinners—Thou art the Forgiver. We are servants—Thou art
the Lord. We are without head or foot—Thou art the Refuge
and Shelter. Confirm us in diffusing Thy fragrances, grant us
success in exalting Thy Words. Make leaders of those who are
headless, bestow abundant treasure upon the destitute. Give
strength to the powerless, grant heavenly might to the weak.
Thou art the Provider, Thou art the Forgiver, Thou art the
Just, the Creator.

O friends! Recite this prayer with utmost humility and suppli-
cation at the Threshold of the King of the Kingdom of Glory,
and seek confirmation. It is hoped from the ancient favor and
the new spirit of the glorious Lord that this supplication may
be answered.
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AB02897

To: Farsi Maryamabadi, Rustam Surush et al., in Iran
Date: 1897 ca.

O Parsis! The land of Persia is the Orient, and the people
of Persia are precious and beloved. The realm of Iran is the
Eastern clime and has been the country of the godly ones from
the beginning. For a time, there came a decline and negligence
appeared. The moon of its glory’s zenith set, and the star of
its wisdom and knowledge descended. The wise became foolish
and the learned became ignorant. A light shone forth from a
foreign land and an army arrived from a neighboring realm.
The carpet of the Persians was rolled up and the joy of the
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Iranians came to an end. The bright day became dark in their
sight and the rose garden became a thorny wilderness.

Time passed, and now again the time of good fortune has
arrived and the sun of auspicious destiny has dawned. The
breeze of divine favor has blown upon this clime and the light
of bounty has shone forth. The brilliant sun has risen from the
Eastern realm and the life-giving fragrance has wafted from
the land of Iran. Therefore count this bounty as a treasure
and know this gift to be among the greatest aspirations. Take
each other’s hands, become as one soul, one heart and one pur-
pose, and strive until that ancient glory becomes manifest in
this gathering and that bird of the meadow sings in this rose
garden.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey the Most Glorious Abha Greeting to Yusuf Khan.
Since a letter was written to him previously, nothing is written
to him in this missive. May he be confirmed and assisted.
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AB03021

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq
Date: 1897 ca.

O martyr, son of the martyr, firm in the Covenant and stead-
fast in the Testament! In truth, your complaint about the in-
frequency of correspondence is justified. However, if you knew
the degree of tribulations and calamities that have befallen us,
and the extent of occupations, difficulties, troubles and obsta-
cles, you would surely excuse us and be certain that whatever
has been sent until now has been extraordinary.

2 In any case, the Tablets you had requested for the gatherings
have been written and sent. Indeed, they have made up for
what was missed - each one equals a hundred books. Send
copies of them to all corners of the earth and arise with such
power and might in the Covenant and Testament that the pil-
lars of wavering in the realm of possibility will be shaken and
demolished, and the foundation of firmness and steadfastness
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will be established like an impregnable structure at the axis of
possibility.

For now these pages are being sent, and the specific responses
to your honor and letters to other loved ones will be sent soon,
God willing. Since in these days this land has been thrown into
turmoil by what the hands of the wavering ones have wrought,
and there was no more opportunity than this for now, these
pages were sent and the rest will also be sent gradually.

Convey to all the friends from this servant the Most Wondrous,
Most Glorious greetings. We have been and are occupied with
their remembrance at all times around the Holy Shrine, so that
its holy fragrances may perfume their nostrils and the fragrance
of the Holy Shrine may make their souls fragrant with musk.
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AB03338

To: Haji Husayn Farashahi, in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

O servant of God! Today the mortal world is an arena of
trembling and turmoil, and in the field of the violation of the
Covenant, the winds of sedition are stirring and the tempests
of tests are intensifying. The fire of corruption is ablaze and
the flames of laxity are rising high. The sea of ignorance is
surging and heedless souls are destroying and demolishing the
edifice of the Covenant. Arrows of doubts are flying and winds
of suspicions are stirring. Hosts of darkness are attacking and
waves of vain imaginings are surging.

Therefore, as much as you can, make your steps firm and your
heart steadfast. Gird up the loins of endeavor and arise to
serve the Cause of God so that the lights of steadfastness may
shine forth and the dawn of firmness may break. Look not
to your own capacity and ability. Rather, look to the grace
and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, Who can make an ant into
a Solomon, and a drop into a vast ocean, Who can turn an
atom into a sun and a mirage into a sweet flowing sea, Who
can make black soil full of flowers and plants and a colorless
stone into a royal pearl. If you look to His gifts and bounties,
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you will become the very essence of hope from head to toe, but
if we look to ourselves, we become hopeless and despondent.
Open your tongue and make the friends firm in the Covenant
and Testament.
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To: Muhammad Hashim Kashani
Date: 1897 ca.

His honor Aga Muhammad Hashim - Aqa Mahdi is now present
and waiting like an unrelenting creditor or government collec-
tor, requesting that this letter be written. Although I have
endless preoccupations, but mercy, mercy from the collector
of Kashan, not Azerbaijan - for those [Azerbaijani collectors]
speak a word or two of harsh Turkish and then give respite, but
this collector makes his request gently and softly, yet persis-
tently and without pause. Sometimes he makes his request ver-
bally, sometimes with a glance, sometimes face-to-face, some-
times with the corner of an eyebrow, sometimes with heart’s
attention, sometimes with the spirit’s lament, sometimes with
a flirtatious look, sometimes with coquetry, sometimes with
grace, sometimes with supplication, sometimes with secrets.
In any case, he compelled us to work until this servant wrote
this letter.

So observe how dear you are to Aqa Mahdi, and how sweet your
remembrance is to the taste of this servant, that despite several
excuses, I undertook to write this letter sweet as candy. There-
fore you too must devote your efforts to serving the friends, and
day and night gird up your loins in service to them. Become
the lowliest servant to the servants of the Blessed Beauty, may
my spirit be sacrificed for His servants, so that you may attain
the glory of all kings and monarchs.
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Date: 1897 ca.

My God, my God! This is the day of Naw-Ruz and the morning
of divine favors, illumined with a radiant, brilliant, manifest
light from the outpouring of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. Thy
loved ones have gathered in this assembly which has brought
together and contained those who remember Thy days, who are
gladdened by Thy lights, who supplicate unto Thy Kingdom,
who implore Thy Might - bowing down, humbling themselves,
kneeling and prostrating before Thy grandeur and sovereignty.
They hope for the manifestation of the signs of Thy favors and
seek the dawning of the lights of Thy bounty.

Thou seest them lamenting and supplicating as they
recall the days when the rays of Thy beauty shown most bril-
liantly upon all horizons. Hearts are aflame, eyelids overflow
with tears, souls are filled with regret, spirits are intoxicated,
and eyes shed tears in remembrance of that day of reunion
illumined by the light of hopes.

O my God and my Beloved! After Thou didst conceal Thyself
behind the veils of perfection, hide behind the clouds of glory,
cover Thyself with the veil of absence, and deprive eyes from
witnessing and ears from hearing Thy address - do Thou open
before our faces the gates of favors, direct our gaze toward the
Kingdom of bounty, assist us with the hosts of Thy unseen
realm, aid us with the army of Thy might and power, quicken
our hearts with the sweet savors of Thy holiness, illuminate
our vision with witnessing the signs of Thy glory, expand our
breasts through the traces of Thy oneness, and make us ser-
vants of Thy Cause who rely upon Thy help and protection
and who hasten to the field of sacrifice out of longing to meet
Thee. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful.
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Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine knowledge!
The effulgences of the Sun of Truth from the dawning-place
of immortality are constant and continuous, and the waves
of the Most Great Sea flow from the realm of nowhere to the
shores of contingent being in succession and without cease. The
fragrance of the divine Joseph’s garment is wafting from Egypt
to the Canaan of the lovers, the outpourings of the cloud of the
All-Merciful’s grace are successive, the candle of divine unity is
bright and luminous in the glass of the hearts of the righteous,
and the musk-laden breeze of that traceless Beloved is stirring
and encompassing the wilderness of heart and soul.

Why then are you dejected and silent, withered and bewil-
dered? The voice of the divine messenger reaches forth, and
the resounding call from the Ancient Throne comes to the ears
of those endowed with hearing. The divine summons from the
immortal Kingdom is raised high, and the godly call from the
supreme heaven is manifest and continuous.

Now is the time for the loved ones of God to blaze forth like
candles and to burn with the heat of the fire of love, and like
the nightingale of the rose-garden of detachment to sing their
sweetest melodies in the garden of divine unity, that all who
slumber may awaken, that all who are deprived may gain their
share, that all who are listless may be filled with enthusiasm
and ecstasy, that the blind may see, the deaf may hear, and
the mute may break into song.

If you succeed in rendering this service, you shall rise in the
Most Glorious Horizon with a luminous countenance, a mer-
ciful visage, and a divine outpouring. And the glory be upon
you.
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To: Javanmard Gushtasb et al.
Date: 1897 ca.

O fortunate companions! How blessed you were and how aus-
picious the moon and joyous the sun, when on this victorious
day you came under the banner of God and in the assembly of
the people of the world, you joined soul to the Beloved. You
became birds of the meadow and sugar-breaking parrots, flow-
ers of the rose garden and nightingales of the orchard. You
became stars of the East and luminaries of the world of cre-
ation. The ocean of God’s bounty and generosity is surging -
hasten and swim, dive down and bring forth precious pearls.
This is the time of profit and song, the moment for the melody
of harp and lute. It is the day of servitude and the breath of
freedom. Whoever is greater is foremost, whoever is more illu-
mined is more learned. Therefore we must all place the ring of
His servitude in our ear and play to the melody of the divine
call. We are servants of that King, enchanted by that Moon,
guides on that Path. Glad tidings! Glad tidings!
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AB04582

To: Muhammad Husayn (Pilgrim)
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who hast attained unto the Threshold of that Shrine
which is sacred unto all the world and the envy of the most
exalted Paradise! Praised be God that thou hast, through the
gracious favour of the Lord, attained the honour of pilgrim-
age to the Spot round which circle the denizens of the Abha
Kingdom. Thou hast illumined thy countenance, perfumed thy
locks, and sweetened thy disposition. Thou hast encountered
that which hath been the utmost desire of the loftiest angels.
Thou hast offered thine all in the path of the Beloved, and hast
hastened to attain His nearness. How fortunate art thou!
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Wherefore, unloose thy tongue in praise of the Abha Beauty
and occupy thyself with the remembrance of Him—may my
soul and spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones—that the divine
confirmations may become all-encompassing, and Divine Unity,
like unto a flame, may blaze in the chamber of thy heart and
burn away all the veils.

The Most Great Name beareth me witness! The very dust
of the Threshold of His Beauty is the loftiest throne of the
realities of existence, for it is there that His Beauty is revealed
in the visible realm. And yet, alas! Where is the eye capable
of discernment? Where is the ear fit to hear, and the heart
worthy of comprehending? Blessed are those who inhale the
musk-laden fragrances wafting from that Holy Shrine. Glory
be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the Covenant.
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AB04510

Date: 1897 ca.

O spiritual friends! Give thanks to the Ever-Living, the All-
Powerful that you have entered beneath the shade of the Di-
vine Word and have arrived at the Most Great Ocean and
have drunk from the sweetest river and have heard the divine
call and were blessed to respond “yea” and became intoxicated
from the cups of “Am I not?” and became wine-worshippers
from the wine of the Covenant. You became accepted at the
threshold of the Divine Unity and beloved in the divine court,
you entered among the company of the near ones and joined
the group of the sincere ones. Kings were forbidden and farm-
ers were provided for, the great ones were deprived and the
helpless became confidants of mysteries. This is naught but
from the wondrous grace and gifts of the Divine Unity.

O my God! These are servants whose eyes have been opened
to Thy heavenly Kingdom and whose sight has been illumined
by witnessing Thy signs and whose ears have been delighted
by hearing Thy call. O Lord! Quicken their hearts with the
fragrances of the flowers and expand their breasts with the
breezes of dawn and illumine their faces with lights that have
shone forth from Thy most glorious Kingdom and quench their
thirst with the waves of the seas of Thy greatest bounty. O
Lord! Make firm their feet in Thy religion and guard their
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hearts from the doubts of those heedless of Thy remembrance
and make them mountains firm in Thy Covenant and pillars

fixed in Thy Testament. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Pow-

erful.
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AB04616

Date: 1897 ca.

O my God! I beseech Thee with all humility, supplication,
imploring and contrition to protect this servant from severe
tests and trials, and make his feet firm upon Thy extended
path, O my Merciful Lord. Preserve him from the arrows of
doubts and the spears of calumnies, and cause him to hear the
melodies of the Nightingale of the Covenant in the Garden of
the Testament, that he may stand firm in Thy mighty Cause,
O Lord of earth and heaven. And may glory rest upon him
and upon all who are assured of the verses.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Since you asked and implored, I am compelled to write: To-
day there are souls who say “The Book of God suffices us,”
while the appointed Interpreter is abandoned and forgotten,
even though his interpretation is like an impregnable fortress.
Choose for yourself what you wish - if you wish, hold fast to the
Book and reject the Interpreter, opposing him with hints, al-
lusions and explicit statements; or if you wish, hold fast to the
Book through the explanations of the appointed Interpreter
mentioned in the Preserved Tablet and the Decisive Word. In
any case, I beseech God to immerse you in the seas of His
favors. And glory be upon those who follow guidance.
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AB04776

Date: 1897 ca.

O namesake of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice
for thy name! Now we were sitting in the home of Jinab-i-Haji
Siyyid Javad in the presence of Jinab-i-Furughi when mention
was made of you and the conversation continued. Mention was
made of Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-Rida-yi-Rida-yi-Arbab, and
the chain of discourse turned to mention of Mashhadi Yusuf.

And the rapid speech of Jinab-i-Furughi proceeded to enumer-
ate names, and like a swift desert steed galloped forth into the
field. I quickly took hold of the reins, otherwise the treasures
of names would have been exhausted and the steed of Jinab-
i-Furughi would not have ceased its prancing, and this page
would have become an entire book of names without any sto-
ries or addresses or complaints or reproaches or thanksgiving
or praise or counsel or guidance accompanying the names. God
had mercy that I quickly said “Have patience!”

In any case, this letter is now confined to you three who have
been designated as triangular in form, square in position, pen-
tagonal in nature and structure. God willing, may you be three
shining stars.
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To: Ahmad the Poet
Date: 1897 ca.
O skilled poet, the verses which you had arranged like pearls in =~ 5 < ;5 IV O o s b gl sl (o

a novel style and arrangement were truly of the most wonder-
ful wordplay and ornamentation. However, if all its melodies,
tunes, rhythms and meters were to be purely devoted to the
reality of absolute servitude, it would become much more pleas-
ant and sweet. For no sugar or sweetness is as pleasing to the
taste of this servant as the honey of servitude.

2 Therefore, O disciplined versifier, turn your attention to the

invisible Kingdom of the Most Glorious, take up your pen,
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envision pure servitude, derive inspiration from its ocean, and
adorn the pages with whatever the Holy Spirit may inspire.
Truly the ode was most sweet and pleasant, and his honor
Furughi recites it with the utmost rapture and attraction. And
glory be upon you and upon every penitent servant.
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AB05954

To: Mirza Ahmad Shirazi, in Shahrud
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who hast drunk from the spring of certitude and been
illumined by the manifest light of the All-Merciful! A brilliant
letter has arrived from one of the servants of God, speaking in
praise of thee, bearing witness to thy faithfulness, announcing
thy sincerity towards God and thy firmness in God’s Covenant
and thy attraction to the breaths of God and thy drawing of
seekers to the light of guidance.

He seeks permission for thy presence in the blessed white spot
and thy honor in pressing thy face upon the dust of the Most
Exalted Threshold and covering thy brow with the luminous
earth. And I swear by thy life that I perfume my nostrils on
thy behalf with that sweet-scented musk and ambergris and
fragrance wafting over every pure one.

And thou must strive to spread the fragrances of Baha’u’llah
and the radiance of His lights and the unfurling of His stan-
dards and banners over the edifices built on every height where
they sport and take as strongholds for their pleasure.

And glory be upon thee and upon all who sacrifice in the path
of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB06172

To: Muhammad Husayn Tabib, in Khurasan
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou proficient physician! This ailing world with its weak-
ened body and feeble constitution hath fallen desperately ill
and all its chronic maladies have become inveterate. There is
no alternative now but to administer the one supreme panacea
to relieve its ills and no other medicine left but the Most Great
Elixir.

This sovereign remedy is none other than the love of the
Blessed Beauty and His Sacred Dispensation ordained by the
One True God, for it will speedily restore true health. This
patent medicine is the Love of the Greatest Name, for it
embraces all the perfections and conditions of existence. And
when its divine light shall shine like a candle in the globe of
this world all the perfections like unto circling moths will fly
round it.

Furthermore, know, verily, that this Sacred Dispensation,
though comprising various laws and ordinances, is in its
essence a single ethereal substance, sanctified from composi-
tion. Therefore utilise the power of the Most Great Name to
heal both body and soul. And glory be to the people of Baha.
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AB06463

To: Siyavash Farsi (Siyavash Sifidvash), in Tihran
Date: 1897 ca.

O Lord my Creator, O my God, my Compassionate Lord!
These Persians are longtime friends and true companions of
the East. They are enamored and bewildered by Thy counte-
nance, and lost and wandering in Thy path. For long years
they gazed upon Thy radiant face and burned in the fire of
love for Thee. Therefore open a door and bestow a ray of light
that hearts may become as heaven and souls as rose gardens.
Thou art the Mighty, Thou art the All-Seeing.
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O cherished friend! How fortunate thou wert to win the ball of
precedence from the field of wisdom and to sing with celestial
melody the divine mystery in the cosmic assembly with harp
and lute. Convey greetings to the noble and kind one, and to
Lord Rustam and Lord Bahman. May thy soul be glad, thy
house prosperous, and thy dwelling illumined.
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AB06716

To: Jamasb Gushtasb, in Qasimabad
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who hast sacrificed thy life! This hallowed age is the
mighty century and the Day of the covenant of the bountiful
Lord. From its East the lights of God’s bestowal shine man-
ifest, and from its West the rays of the All-Merciful’s loving-
kindness gleam bright and resplendent. Its cloud weepeth, and
its meadow smileth; its plain and desert are green and flourish-
ing; its field and mountain-side are fresh and verdant through
the rain of dew. Its rose-bower is companioned by the Paradise
on high, and its garden is as the heavenly Eden. Its flower is the
hundred-petalled blossom, smiling in full bloom; its nightingale
is the songster of the garden of God. Its melody is the theme
of Divine unity, and its strain the soul-enrapturing notes of
the dove. Glorious is its feast, as the banquet of Jamshid, and
its battle the onrush of the hosts of the Kingdom of Abha.

Wherefore, esteem this festival as a precious boon, regard this
feast as the gift of God, and arise to do that which beseemeth
it.
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AB06802

To: Muhammad Ibrahim brother of Ali Akbar, in Qazvin
Date: 1897 ca.

O tree with firm roots and branches! Honored Aga Muham-
mad Isma’il and honored Aqa ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali, upon them be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, arrived safe and protected in this
Holy Land and perfumed their senses and minds with the holy
fragrances of the luminous garden. They remember all the
friends and God willing, in every hour they will be confirmed
with a gift and the sanctifying powers of the Friend’s lane will
so penetrate that ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali will return as ‘Abdu’l-Baha and
Isma’il will be sacrificed with the great sacrifice, for this great
sacrifice is a sign of sacrifice which means absolute evanescence
and utter poverty.

Place your foot upon the crown of angels, then enter the shade
of poverty

So that you may now behold the eternal kingdom from every
direction

And upon you be Glory.
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AB06562

To: Mirza Ahmad Shirazi, in Shahrud
Date: 1897 ca.

O my God! You are my shelter and my refuge. I implore You
with the imploring of one who suffers, that You may cause
Your servant, who is far from the resting-place of the Manifes-
tation of Your Self - the exalted, the resplendent One above
all who dispute and suffer - to become manifest. O Lord! Be
generous unto him with eloquent speech, with an expansive
heart, and with a radiant countenance through the light of
Your knowledge, O Merciful, O Compassionate One!

O you who are intoxicated with the wine of divine love! Take
this brimming cup in hand and pass it round to the lovers of
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the Merciful’s Beauty. Give them divine wine and let them
hear heavenly melodies. And say: That manifest Light, that
Lightning of the Brow, that supreme Throne endures - behold!
What matter if it be hidden from the realm of dust? In the pure
realm it suffices - behold! Confirmation is from Him, success
is from Him, oneness is from Him - it suffices - behold!
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AB06871

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Ali

Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who longest for the meeting! Sl e o

Furughi is present and with an eloquent tongue and fluent
speech gives an account of your longing and burning, saying
that from the intensity of longing you are a kindled fire and
a moth with burnt wings, night and day in sighs and lamen-
tations, yearning to circumambulate the circling-place of holy
spirits.

In reply, this servant says: “Verily, the patient will be paid
their reward without measure.” In these days this land is in
turmoil and rest is entirely removed. God willing, when times
and days as sweet as honey and sugar come, we shall want
them.

But now this servant makes pilgrimage on their behalf, and
spiritual delight is their portion. Convey greetings to all rela-
tions.

45 pmad Gl by ol (Fup O
LGl O Bl 5 BLLSH =2 & i
ot 352 002 5§ dile e 5 Lde
230 b asalle a3
ool ol Bl s Sl 515
Ol

S3Al Gy L ff-)f Sl s de O
o2 & el O s Sl s pa
S AT Cie K ool ke
NIEVRY R T ST
ﬁm\jsﬁ.» 5

e b5 0l ) aldl ae o) s L)
1) Callaze e Ol Cd 5 5 s s
Ol 2SS

INBA21:009

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 44


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=35
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=5

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO07276

AB07356

To: Spiritual Assembly of Bunab
Date: 1897 ca.

O assembly!

Man must consult on all matters, whether major or minor, so
that he may become cognizant of what is good. Consultation
giveth him insight into things and enableth him to delve into
questions which are unknown. The light of truth shineth from
the faces of those who engage in consultation,

and the fountain of life flows in the meadow of human reality.
The lights of ancient glory shine forth and the tree of existence
becomes adorned with wondrous fruits.

The members who are consulting, however, should behave in
the utmost love, harmony and sincerity towards each other.
The principle of consultation is one of the most fundamental
elements of the divine edifice. Even in their ordinary affairs
the individual members of society should consult.

BRL_CONSULT#14x, BRL_SOCIAL#160, BSW#16.34x, COC#0180x,
DAS.1913-10-21x
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ABO07276

To: Abu’l-Hasan Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1897 ca.

O servant of the Friend! I have just now come from visiting
Jinab-i-Mahmud Purfuruq. He mentioned your burning enthu-
siasm and intense attraction, that praise be to God, in love for
the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones), you have a torn collar, and in the field of recognition, a
swift steed. You have an illumined heart and a merciful spirit.
Therefore, this servant has taken up pen and paper, for this
testimony was the very truth and this account the essence of
sincerity.

O you who are turned toward the Kingdom, do not wither from
the affairs of the human world. By the breeze from the divine
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realm, remain ever stirred, fresh and verdant, alive, refined and
free. And the glory be upon you.
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ABO07736

To: Mirza Husayn (Brother of Ali Akbar Milani) et al.
Date: 1897 ca.

O ye souls who are aflame with the fire that hath been kindled!
I give thanks unto my Lord and praise Him for having guided
you to His straight path which stretcheth between earth and
heaven, and for having led you to the holy streams of the An-
cient Ocean, and given you to drink of the sweet and palatable
waters, and quickened your hearts through the breaths of God,
and caused your breasts to expand through the breezes that
have wafted from the gardens of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

By the life of God! This is indeed the great bounty, the
manifest triumph, and the ancient generosity. Therefore, give
thanks unto Him and praise Him for this great bestowal and
mighty gift. And glory be upon you, O ye who are steadfast
in the Covenant of God.
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AB08029

To: Jamshid, in Bombay
Date: 1897 ca.

O Jamshid! The Cup of Jamshid is more renowned in the world
than the radiant sun, yet all follow its delusions. That cup is
the goblet of the heart which is filled to overflowing with the
wine of the Covenant. This cup is adorned and embellished
with the royal pearls of inner meanings and the brilliant gems
of the Most Great Guidance.

5 Foste Oler 03 o plr e
Aol 0T plag) w8 s il
ole o) cly sl 5l 5l & s
s alyy sl s Gl lals 2K

Sl O 9 e’ 3]

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 46


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=3
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=3
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v079/?page=3

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO7977

2 Therefore, thou who art named after Jam, take hold of this

cup that thou mayest become the Jamshid of these days and
make a whole world intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant.
Drink and give to drink, become intoxicated and make others
drunk. May thy soul be gladdened and thy heart become the
envy of the rose garden.

Gather all the Persian friends at the fountain of life, and the
Glory be upon thee.
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ABO7977

To: Bahram Jamshid, in Qasimabad
Date: 1897 ca.

O Bahram of joyous destiny! Seek no rest save beneath the
blessed, fruit-bearing Tree of the Lord, and seek no name and
fame except in the company of the loved ones of God. To be
unknown in this earthly world is better than renown, unless
that renown become heavenly and that fame become divine.

Then will thy name bestow life and thy fame unlock the gates
of the Kingdom of Abha. Therefore, if thou seekest fame, seek
such fame as this. Otherwise, every name less than this name
is infamy, and every desire save this desire is frustration.

3 And glory be upon the people of Baha.
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ABO07867

AB08166

To: Furud Gushtasb Qasimabadi
Date: 1897 ca.

O beloved Farud! Praise be to the Lord of existence Who
made thee among those endowed with vision and rendered the
stubborn priests deprived and rejected. He cast upon thee the
radiance of His bounty and caused thee to attain the fruit of
creation.

Glory be to God! What wisdom and gift is this, that strangers
have become familiar, and what wrath and anger is this, that
those who were familiar have become strangers - so that it
might become clear that recognition of God is purely through
divine bestowals and not through human capacity and capabil-
ity. Therefore give thanks to the Incomparable Lord that thou
hast been distinguished from others by such a bounty.
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ABO07867

To: Isfandiyar Gushtasb Qasimabadi
Date: 1897 ca.

O Isfandiyar! God is thy helper, and the Lord is thy kind sup-
porter. By His grace and bounty, speak forth, and disappoint
the mischief-making enchantments of Ahriman.

> The sign of God’s endless forgiveness is the Covenant of the All-
Merciful. Hold fast and cling unto it. The followers of Ahriman
are those weak souls who have forgotten God’s Covenant and
have clung to that which leads to hopelessness in both worlds.

Therefore, be as honey to the friends of the Covenant, and as
consuming fire to the faithless. Be a friend to the former, and
a stranger to the latter.
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ABO07935

AB08048

To: Khudadad Rustam, in Qasimabad
Date: 1897 ca.

O Khudadad! The gift of God consists in all glory and wis-
dom, vision and hearing. But what benefit is there when the
foolish pursue blindness and deafness and muteness and es-
trangement?

Glory be to God! What heedlessness and wrath and anger is
this, that the patient flees from the physician and nurse, and
the wounded one abhors the balm and healing remedy! These
are signs of the Lord’s wrath. When the patient seeks remedy
from the physician, he finds comfort of soul and attains joy of
conscience. And glory be upon the people of glory!
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AB07935

To: Ali Muhammad Khayyat
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou servant at the Threshold of the Best-Beloved!

When the Sun of Truth shone forth from the Most Holy hori-
zon of grace and shed its rays upon all regions, each of the
mirrors of created things, being pure, delicate and translucent,
reflected those brilliant lights and radiant beams, and the light
of beauty became manifest therein. Thus each of the holy souls
is a mirror of reality that reflects the lights of the Beauty of
the One.

When thou lookest with this view, thou wilt see all the friends
of God as manifestations of favors and daysprings of names
and attributes. This is why He saith: “And lower thy wing to
the believers.”
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ABO08099

ABO08314

To: Sister of Sina and Nayyir
Date: 1897 ca.

O speaking leaf! His Holiness Nayyir and Sina are two
sweet-singing birds in the meadow of faithfulness, warbling
and singing with most wondrous melodies in the gardens of
praise and attributes. And you too are the sister of those two
stars in the horizon of the love of God, and this you have
proven. Through the favor of the Ancient Beauty, I hope that
such confirmation may reach you that you may become like
India’s sugar-breaking parrot in glorification and praise, and
may demonstrate eloquence and excellence in extolling and
lauding and attributing the Truth. And the Glory be upon
you.
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AB08099

Date: 1897 ca.

O my Lord! This is Your ancient servant and Your helper from
time immemorial who has clung to the gate of Your oneness
and stood before the threshold of Your Lordship, and who em-
igrated with You until he entered into this Most Great Prison
and most confined cage.

O my Lord! You have granted him daughters and bestowed
upon him leaves. Therefore, preserve them in the cave of Your
protection, O Lord of the earth and the heavens, and provide
them with a garment that will protect them from the arrows
of pain and shield them from the spearheads of tyranny.

O my Lord! As You have given him in these days a wondrous
daughter - tender, fresh, verdant and flourishing - name her in
Your Kingdom “Sakinih,” that his heart may find tranquility
through her and his spirit find rest through her. Verily, You
are the Bestower.
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ABO08504

AB08344

Date: 1897 ca.

In the name of God, in the name of the merciful Lord!

O ye divine friends! Praise be to the pure Lord who hath kin-
dled in the heart of existence a fire whose warmth hath reached
the whole world. The dead have been quickened, the blind have
received sight, the deaf have been given hearing, the dumb have
broken into speech. A hundred thousand silent birds have be-
gun to warble mysteries, and a hundred thousand withered
corpses, coming to life, have begun to stir. Therefore ye who
are intoxicated with this wine and are worshippers in this tav-
ern, become wholly inebriated and raise melodies and songs,
that others too may be stirred to motion and may not remain
deprived of the bounties of the Lord of creation. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
May your souls be happy!
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AB08504

To: Ardishir Khudadad, in Qasimabad
Date: 1897 ca.

O Ardishir! Your namesake, like a brave lion, captured the war-
rior in the field of men and gained the title of world-conqueror.
But that Ardashirian glory was scattered to the winds, and
that monarch gained nothing from it.

Therefore, set your thoughts upon the eternal sovereignty of
the everlasting world, whose glory is heavenly, whose power
is from the All-Merciful, whose grandeur is divine, and whose
duration is everlasting.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty that servitude at the Sacred
Threshold is better than sovereignty and dominion and ruler-
ship over the East and West of this earthly world.

And glory be upon the people of Glory.
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ABO08582

AB08564

To: Prince Muhibbali Mirza, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 ca.

O servant of God! One of the friends mentioned you in this
gathering and opened his lips in praise of you, saying that you
have rent your collar in love for the True Beloved and that your
breast is like a mirror of the heavens in the dawning of mysti-
cal knowledge. This wanderer in the divine lane has therefore
taken up the pen and written this letter, that perchance a
breeze from the gardens of hearts may waft and perfume the
nostrils of the yearning ones. Therefore, O seeker of the coun-
tenance of Truth, make ready thy receptive sense of smell, that
this life-bestowing fragrance may enter thy mind and thy spirit
may find new life.

And upon thee be glory.
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ABO08582

To: Haji Husayn Bagqir, in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letters contain sweet and
most delightful contents, for they are evidence of your love for
the Manifest Light. So long as you possess such a treasure in
your sleeve and such sovereignty beneath your signet ring, soar
aloft and sing with the melody of the royal falcon these verses:

My heart was torn by passions manifold and wild; Yet, once
mine eyes beheld Thee, all were reconciled.

He whom I envied once now looketh on with pain, And, since
Thou art my Lord, o’er all I sovereign reign.

I left to men their faith, their world, their fleeting show, Ab-
sorbed in Thy remembrance—my faith, my world below.

And may glory rest upon every soul who is steadfast and firm.
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ABO08529

ABO08585

To: Muhammad Rida son of Abdur-Rahim
Date: 1897 ca.

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! Thou art well remembered
and often mentioned in this spiritual gathering and hath been
the recipient of great blessings in the communion with the Lord.
The kindly gaze of that Essence of divine unity have been bent
at all times upon His loved ones and the great billows of His
grace have surged upon them from the limitless ocean of His
generosity. Therefore be gladdened in thy heart for these boun-
ties and forget all else but Him that thou mayest drink deep
from the fountain of His grace and become drunk with the wine
of joy from the chalice of His munificence.
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AB08529

To: Mulla Amir Khan
Date: 1897 ca.

O Prince of the realm of mystic knowledge! If that Loving
Friend should, by the hand of His will, lift the veil from the
countenance of His true lovers and remove all coverings, then
wouldst thou behold hosts of enchanting ones who are the cause
of tumult throughout all regions and the source of commotion
and excitement in both worlds.

The dawning-places of creation are illumined by the lights of
their beauty, and both the East and West of contingent being
have become a rose-garden and flower-field through the out-
pourings of their perfection.

Were the people of the world to become aware, as they ought
to be, of this divine bestowal that hath appeared in the assem-
blage of existence, thou wouldst witness hosts of lovers hasten-
ing to the altar of sacrifice, clapping their hands and dancing
with joy.
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AB09334

AB08626

Date: 1897 ca.

O fresh sapling in the divine garden! Your letter was received
through Furughi, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious, and was read with utmost care. Indeed, its beautiful
handwriting was supremely graceful, its eloquent phrases were
exceedingly sweet, and its delicate page was most refined. Its
heading bore the name of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, its contents expressed
enkindlement with the fire of love for the Supreme Lord, and its
conclusion offered praise and glorification of the Most Glorious
Beauty.

We beseech His ancient grace that thou mayest be nourished
from the breast of His bounty and reared in the cradle of His
bestowals.
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AB09334

To: Muhammad Sadiq Khabbaz, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 ca.

O baker full of need! His Holiness the Spirit said to the disci-
ples: “I am the bread which came down from heaven: whoso-
ever eateth of this bread shall live forever” He meant that
the reality of Christ was heavenly sustenance, and whosoever
partakes of that heavenly food attains eternal life.

Likewise the divine qualities that were manifested from that
Dawning-Place of heavenly bounties - those qualities too are
the heavenly sustenance of the Incomparable Lord. Therefore,
be thou a divine baker and become the means of obtaining,
reaching and receiving this heavenly food.
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AB10135

AB09148

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

O Eastern Star! Be confident that whatever appears in the
heavenly letters will come to pass:

When the seed lies hidden in the earth

The secret of the garden’s verdure shall emerge

1 Wait thou a little while, and from this iron and stone such a
blazing fire shall appear that the universe will become a temple
of divine love. Be thou happy and enchanted with the Beloved,
so that among the righteous ones thou mayest become a servant
of the Threshold and a guardian. May thy soul be happy and
thy heart be joyous.
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AB10135

To: Nush, in Bombay
Date: 1897 ca.

O Nush! The divine elixir consists of wisdom, insight, hearing,
truthfulness, good nature, kindness and goodness. Today the
crown of humanity is adorned with the world-illumining dia-
dem of the Covenant. When this radiant crown rests upon the
head, that elixir becomes sweet to the taste and every sting is
removed at its root. Poison becomes honey and the bitter be-
comes sweet. May your soul, heart and spirit be made happy!
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ABO09773

AB09887

To: Ali Nagi Khan Sartip, in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

...0O my Kind Lord! T render thanks unto Thee for having con-
firmed and aided me to serve and protect Thy friends. Thou
didst accept my servitude in the Holy Precincts of Thy Lord-
ship. Thou didst strengthen this weak one and thou didst make
this deprived one to be the confidante of the mysteries of Thy
Kingdom. Thou didst guide one sore athirst to the ocean of
Thy mercy and Thou didst ignite one as dead with the fire
of the love of God. Thou didst crown this poor servant with
the diadem of service and didst cast the chain of Thy loving
providence about the neck of this wretched one.
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AB09773

Date: 1897 ca.

O my God! My God! This is a helpless servant, in want and
supplication at the threshold of Thy oneness, imploring the
Kingdom of Thy mercy. He standeth at the sanctuary of Thy
glory, seeking Thy pardon and good-pleasure, content with Thy
decree.

O Lord! Assist him to be content and aid him to act according
to what Thou lovest and approvest. Guard him with the eye
of Thy most bountiful care and kindness, and protect him in
this journey from every calamity and trial.

Verily, Thou art the Protector, the Guardian, the Kind, the
Gracious.
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AB10759

AB10343

To: Wife of Mulla Rida Zavarihi et al., in Ardistan
Date: 1897 ca.

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Give thanks to the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting Lord, that ye have been enabled
to render service and have striven in the path of God. Your
praiseworthy services are accepted at the threshold of oneness.
Blessed are ye, O handmaidens of the All-Merciful, for this
great bounty! Glad tidings be unto you for this manifest tri-
umph!
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AB10759

To: Prince Muhibbali Mirza, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou whose heart is quickened by the breaths of the love of
God!

Hearts have been gladdened by thy remembrance in this praise-
worthy gathering, this blessed station, this renowned presence,
and this frequented house on this witnessed Day. I have raised
suppliant hands, turning in complete devotion to God, that
He may cause the clouds of His overflowing grace and the rain
clouds of His bounty and favors to pour down upon the gar-
dens of the beings of the loved ones of the All-Merciful in this
time.
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AB10752

To: Mirza Hidayatullah Khan
Date: 1897 ca.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that burneth in the
Divine Tree!

Well done, well done, O thou who speaketh words of praise
and unfurleth the banner of faithfulness, who drinketh from
the choice wine of love and gazeth toward the Abha Kingdom!

3 It behooveth such as thee in this day to give free rein in the
field of divine knowledge and to gallop in the arena of utter-
ance, that thou mayest cause all faces to turn unto the Self-
Subsisting Lord in the highest heaven.

And upon thee be glory!
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AB10347

To: Mother of Ahmad Shirazi
Date: 1897 ca.

O handmaid of God! If you knew how blessed this form of
address is, you would surely forget your old age and behold
yourself possessed of the utmost strength, freshness and deli-
cacy of youth.

For at the Divine Threshold, what counts is the spirit, not the
body. When the soul becomes young and fresh, it becomes the

envy of the maidens of Paradise, even though the body be as
old as Noah’s Ark.
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AB11013

To: Afnan, Aqa Siyyid Ali son of Siyyid Mihdi Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1897 ca.

...0 kind and pure Lord! Praise befitteth and beseemeth Thee,
for Thou didst create from a mere drop, and didst grant an
abode and dwelling in the loftiest chambers of the highest Par-
adise. Thou didst cause growth from the Blessed Tree, and
didst nurture with the spring rains of grace, and didst cause
to be stirred by the breezes of the Covenant.
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AB10811

To: Grandmother of Aqa Mihdi
Date: 1897 ca.

O God, my God! This handmaiden of Thine was attracted by
the fragrances of Thy holiness, was ablaze with the fire of Thy
love, and sought refuge in the precincts of Thy mercy.

O Lord! Immerse her in the ocean of Thy forgiveness, cause
her to take shelter beneath the tree of Thy favor and loving-
kindness, and purify her from the defilement of transgressions.

Thou art, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful.
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AB11188

To: Mashhadi Ali
Date: 1897 ca.

O Mashhadi ‘Ali! T made mention of thee at the close of the
Tablet in the utmost manner, that its ending might be seen
to be musk-scented, that the truth of “the end is for the God-
fearing” might be firmly established, and that it might be made
manifest that whoso desireth to be first among you must needs
be one who commandeth you.
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Lawh-i-Hizar Bayti (Tablet of the Thousand Verses)
To: Mirza Jalil Khui
Date: 1897 or <

O Lord! Thou beholdest the onslaught of the nations, their as-
saults and vainglory, the peoples and their fierce attacks upon
Thy lone, peerless, and stranger servant within Thy Most Great
Prison. Thou seest the incessant flight of arrows, the ceaseless
thrust of spears, the multiplying of swords, and the thickening
of ranks from every quarter and every side, until the spear-
heads became as a halo round that frail body, like unto the
crescent moon, and the repeated onrush of keen blades cast
him beneath a canopy of shadows.

And despite this darksome calamity and blinding affliction, the
loved ones themselves arose in the extremity of estrangement
and entered, O my God, into the arena of conflict with arrows
and spearheads, with swords and lances, directing their shafts
against Thy servant who was defenseless and unarmed. They
imagined, O my God, that herein lay prosperity and success.
Far, far from it! Ere long shall they behold themselves in the
abysses of destruction, the pits of misery, and the floods of
blindness, and they shall wail and weep for that which they
committed against God, for having violated the sanctity of
God, broken the Covenant of God, cast down the banner of
God, divided the Word of God, scattered the company of the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

235 W pﬁiy‘ St Ny LfT
oAl e Al A e (s U
o) Pl sl s VE;V\ eks
oo siall Lty Ol G Cu‘)\
W Jladl ool Y1 LY
215 s Sty IUE Yol ol dpm

I 2 dad skl syl

o6 sloall gally Lol B eds ey
Ol 3 AL sy olad) 220 o oL
Lipes sy Sy Oy plwy S
Lsky U e oY1 Sae 4) I
Sler Sler Flxdly AU g s OL A
Sy o) Ssle & w‘ Oy B ubd
b e 0s Oy o) SLEy I
ks il G | Sony Bl oo G ks
B 55 A ), 1,y ) Gl
) ks Lo )y gl 50 g 152

60


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=5
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=121

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00005

Center of the Covenant, and strewn abroad that which the
hand of bounty had joined and ordered.

O Lord! They have made Thy Covenant a mockery, Thy Testa-
ment a plaything, Thy ascension a thing to be exploited, and
the Center of Thy Covenant an object of derision. O Lord!
Forgive them their sins, conceal their faults, expiate their mis-
deeds, and return them unto Thee. Gather them beneath the
banner of Thy Covenant, strip from them the tattered garment,
and clothe them with the robe of sanctity. Thou, verily, art
the Generous, the Merciful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O friend! Couldst thou but know with what love and affection I
have seized the pen and undertaken to write this missive, thou
wouldst leap at once for joy and exclaim with delight: God
be praised that I have such a caring and compassionate friend,
such a kind companion, who, amidst such sorrows, such endless
adversities and afflictions, and such a vortex of tribulations,
hath replied with such affection to my letter and called the
friends to mind. On that day whereon “every suckling woman
hath forsaken her sucking babe; and every woman that hath
a burden in her womb hath cast her burden; and thou seest
men drunken, yet are they not drunken: but it is the mighty
chastisement of God!” —on such a day He maketh mention
of the true friends of God through these wondrous words and
beseecheth Him to vouchsafe His aid and assistance and to
bestow His bounteous favours.

;O friend! Dost thou remember with what fervour and affection

I would meet with thee during the days when thou wert in
the presence of thy Lord? Dost thou recall with what loving
kindness I would converse with thee and in what affection I
held thy person? That love, that fellowship, that intimate
association can never be forgotten. Appreciate, then, its value.
And wert thou to forget it, I shall not. Rather do I implore
from God’s grace and bounty that the signs and traces of that
encounter may be made evident in these days.

O friend! Though the Cause of God was made manifest in
every cycle, yet it hath never been so plain and evident as
in this most great Cycle, for this luminous Dispensation is
distinguished in every respect and hath no peer or likeness
in any regard. Nor is there aught in this Cycle so evident
and established, so mighty and glorious, as the Covenant and
Testament. The Ancient Beauty, the Most Great Name—may
my soul be a ransom for His servants—hath barred the doors of
whispering, intrigue and doubt on every side and left no soul
any room for vacillation. For thirty years ere His ascension, and
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in several passages of the Most Holy Book, which doth abrogate
and transcend all other books, He established the Path and
appointed the Guide in such clear and unmistakable terms as
to require no interpretation or elucidation, and stipulated the
divine, religious, spiritual, outer and inner obligations of all.

For thirty years He thus nursed the children of the Kingdom in
the bosom of the Most Holy Book, that these divine obligations
and relationships might be deeply engraved upon every heart,
and that the stronghold of the Cause of God might become as
impervious to intrusion as a mighty and impregnable fortress.
He appointed the Interpreter of His perspicuous Book in the
clearest terms and made the Centre of His Covenant known to
all. And in addition to His oral statements, He revealed, in His
own exalted Hand and in the most explicit and glorious words,
the Book of the Covenant, and dispelled all possible doubts, in
such wise that people of every land and continent, from near
and far, were thrown into commotion, and the fame of this
Covenant and Testament reached every ear.

Howbeit, a limited few now nurse ambitions of leadership and
harbour delusions of grandeur. With their pompous hats they
seek the regal crown and with their gnat-like power they aspire
to sway the course of the Covenant. They tread the path of
tyranny, that thereby they may blot out the memory of the
Centre of the Testament from every land and banish the Pivot
of the circle of the Covenant beyond the realm of illumination.

How far from the truth, how very far! Never can the day-star
of the Covenant be eclipsed by the puerile efforts of childish
minds, nor the shining countenance of the sun be vexed by the
faint cries of feeble bats, nor the flood of vernal grace be con-
fined by a handful of clay, nor the breezes of the bower of the
Testament be stilled. Erelong will they hear the call of this
trumpet and the melodies of this bugle resounding from the
Concourse on high. Magnified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!
Behold that which all, whether believers or waverers, shall de-
clare: “By God! Now hath God chosen thee above us.”

And now consider: What fruit can this wavering and vacilla-
tion bear for the people of negligence? Will they be plunged
in the ocean of divine mercy in the realm above? Will their
affairs be made to thrive in this world below? Nay, by God!
Every wavering soul will be entombed in the depths of eternal
abasement. Gracious God! Will forsaking the Covenant and
transgressing against the Testament be the cause of a radiant
countenance in the Realm on high and the Kingdom of glory?
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Will directing slanders against the Centre of the Covenant or
afflicting with calamities him who standeth single and alone
enable one to appear with a bright face before the Concourse
on high?

2 Should these proofs and arguments not suffice, we offer the ex-

plicit text of the Most Holy Book and the Book of the Covenant
to any people and ask them, with no preamble, to indicate what
these divine texts stipulate. What will they say? Will they say
that these texts are meant to be obeyed or to be opposed, to
elicit assistance or invite abuse, to arouse opposition or inspire
respect and consideration? Have there been in any other Cycle
such explicit texts as in the Most Holy Book or in the Book
that sealeth His Covenant?

The forbears of the Bab and Baha’u’llah —may my life be their
sacrifice—being Shi’ih, abhorred the others on account of the
statement: “Of whomsoever I have been the Master, ‘Ali here
shall be the Master.” Now, the waverers call these forbears
“the shameless Shi’ih” for not having followed ‘Umar, and ac-
cuse, in all their specious tracts, the Shi’ith Muslims of being
infidels. And while there is indeed mention of “the shameless
Shi’ih” in the sacred Text, the intent is such Shi’ih as turned
away from the Bab on the day of His advent and who martyred
a myriad souls, and not the Shi’ih who followed the Prince of
the faithful and the holy Imams—peace be upon them. For the
forbears of the Bab and Baha’u’llah —may my life be a ransom
for their servants—were Shi’ith and stood clear from every con-
tender. What then of the “pure lineage?” Should one conclude
that, God forbid, these two Day-stars of truth descended from
a “shameless” lineage? Gracious God! Consider what mis-
chief malice can wreak, and behold how it blindeth man and
hindereth him from distinguishing right from wrong and the
precious from the vile.

This conception of the sufficiency of the Book without an inter-
preter traceth its origin to ‘Umar, who said “Sufficient unto us
is the Book of God”, and who claimed that one stood in need
of naught else-that is to say, no interpreter. Thus did he lay
the enduring foundations of contention and conflict, of enmity,
fragmentation and division, among the friends and compan-
ions of the Prophet. These words became the basis of all the
iniquities, rebellions and transgressions, nay, of all the blood-
shed that was to ensue. Were ye to apprehend the truth of the
events that transpired after the days of the Apostle of God, ye
would bear witness that the very foundations of the Religion of
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God were subverted by it, and thus did the hosts of self and de-
sire mount their attack. He who was “well-grounded in knowl-
edge” came to be dismissed and disregarded, while obscure and
undistinguished individuals such as Abu- Hurayrih and Abu-
Sha’yun were honoured and regarded with favour. He who was
the object of the invocation “O Lord my God! Befriend his
friends and battle his foes” was disparaged and confined to his
house, while the one who had inspired the words “God curseth
the She-Camel, and its rider, and its guide” became a beloved
friend. He who had received the accolade of “No valiant hero
is there save ‘Ali, and no blade save His two-edged sword!” be-
came a wanderer through hill and hollow, and the “accursed
tree” alluded to in the Qur’an was established upon the throne
of the Caliphate and the seat of the Sultanate.

Fatimih, of whom Muhammad had said “she is a part of Me,
and whoso harmeth her hath harmed Me,” mourned disconso-
late in her abode until she perished; and the brazen ‘Ayishih
hastened to battle that unsullied soul with a brutal and blood-
thirsty host, and was honoured by the lines: “Thou didst ride
a camel; thou didst ride a mule; live long and thou sure wilt
ride an elephant too!”

The words “Sufficient unto us is the Book of God” became as a
piercing blade that cleft the head of the Prince of the faithful;
it became the trenchant sword that was wielded by the son of
the “Eater of Livers” These words kindled a raging fire on
the “Night of Clangour” and caused four thousand memoriz-
ers of the Qur’an, the most prominent companions of ‘Ali, to
turn into the wretched rabble of the Seceders. These words
scattered the ranks of the believers and divided the lines of
the faithful. These words changed the affection of the lovers of
the Muhammadan Beauty into swords and spears, into injury
and enmity. These words became a dagger of hatred and, in
the land of Taff, lacerated the throat of that luminous beauty,
staining the earth with his blessed blood. These words brought
about that most great disaster and most profound disgrace
on the plain of Karbila. These words made all the sanctified
Imams captives and prisoners, wronged by and subjugated to
every tyrant.

These words instigated conflict and contention, war and car-
nage, amongst that nation that had been the recipient of God’s
mercy, and shed the blood of millions of Muslims. These words
entirely disrupted the Dispensation of the Qur’an, and made
the bower of God and the paradise of His Prophet a roving
ground for rapacious wolves. These words for a thousand and
two hundred years dyed the green fields red with blood.
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These words became a hundred thousand bullets that riddled
the sanctified breast of the Bab. These words became a
chain that was placed around the blessed neck of Baha’u’llah.
These words brought about His banishment to Baghdad, His
afflictions in Adrianople, and His sufferings in the Most Great
Prison.

The reason for all this is that when the second Caliph under-
took to vanquish and consign to oblivion the interpreter of the
Book, Imam ‘Ali, to discredit him who was “well-grounded in
knowledge,” to exalt and honour instead the ignorant sinner,
and to abase the one designated by the statement “Of whom-
soever | have been the Master, ‘Ali here shall be the Master,”
he resorted to the words “All-sufficient unto us is the Book of
God” and “Sufficient unto us is the Qur’an,” and reasoned by
the verse “Neither is there a thing green or sere, but it is noted
in a distinct writing,” and clove to the verse “This day have
I perfected for you your religion,” and clung to the verse “Is
it not enough for them that we have sent down to Thee the
Book?” Thus he induced ‘Ali, the Interpreter of the Book, the
One well-grounded in knowledge, to seclude himself, and gave
free rein to every inept narrator of the traditions of the Apostle
of God. One reported Muhammad to have said “Were there
to be a Prophet after Me, it would assuredly be ‘Umar,” and
another related the hadith of “The ten promised the paradise.”
One recited “’Uthman is the man of two lights” and “’Uthman
shall be my companion in the highest heaven,” and another re-
counted Muhammad as having said “Were I to take any friend
besides God, I would take Abu-Bakr.”

In sum, the divines multiplied and their decrees proliferated.
The obscuring dust of lies and absurdities rose to heaven and
the sun of truthfulness was wholly beclouded. Disputes intensi-
fied and concord vanished. Divergent opinions were advanced
and the Word of God was visibly divided. The Law of God
was forgone and the Interpreter of His Book forsaken. The
son of ‘Affan was assassinated and the son of the “Eater of
Livers” anointed. The battle of the Camel was engaged, and
deceit and duplicity were introduced. The “Red-hued One”
rode upon the gray she-camel, spurred on in the field of rebel-
lion, and sought to avenge ‘Uthman’s blood. Mu’aviyih reared
his head from his corner and shed a torrent of tears in griev-
ing his loss. He ascended the pulpit, brandished the severed
finger of the Prophet’s daughter and ‘Uthman’s blood-stained
shirt, and with tearful eyes cried out: “Behold the bloodied
garment of ‘Uthman! Behold the severed finger of that light of
the Apostle’s eyes! Woe to us! Woe to our faith! Woe to our
religion!” The assemblage wept and wailed in turn, and arose
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in opposition to ‘Ali. The darksome dust of the “Night of Clan-
gour” reached the highest heaven and the bodies of thousands
of the chosen companions of God’s Apostle lay dead in blood
and gore. And other events ensued in the same vein.

Now, if the second Caliph had obeyed him who was well-
grounded in knowledge and the Interpreter of the Book, that
is, ‘Ali, and had not uttered “Sufficient unto us is the Book of
God,” none of this harm and trouble would have transpired,
nor would this destruction and disgrace have appeared. And
nor would thirty thousand divines have arisen to contend and
quarrel with him who was well-grounded in knowledge—for
each one of Muhammad’s companions viewed himself as an
independent divine and derived his understanding of the
religious commandments, observances and beliefs directly
from the holy verses and traditions. And the one that, amidst
all this, remained isolated and disregarded was ‘Ali!

In the same manner, Mulla Muhammad-i-Mamaqani and the
other divines considered the Book of God to be sufficient unto
them and reckoned that they could well afford to dispense with
its Interpreter, the Bab—-may my soul be His sacrifice. Thus
did they cling to the blessed verse “Muhammad is the Apostle
of God and the Seal of the Prophets,” and issue a decree for
the Bab’s death. Had they deemed that an Interpreter was
required for the Book, they would not have relied on their
own understanding and would have hesitated to issue such a
decree. It is therefore clear and evident that all these troubles
and mischiefs, woes and afflictions arose from disobeying the
manifest Interpreter and resorting to “Sufficient unto us is the
Book of God.”

Now, if the Book were indeed sufficient, what need would there
be for an appointed Interpreter, or for a corresponding verse
in the Most Holy Book, or yet for the Book of the Covenant
itself? The believers could have simply read the verses that
are at hand and acted in accordance with them. The worst
that could have transpired is that every believer would have
become a learned divine, would have made their own deduc-
tions from the Text, and issued their own rulings. And the
most that could have ensued is that these deductions would
have differed, that differences would have led to discord, that
discord would have given rise to contention, that contention
would have culminated in murderous confrontation, and that
the blood of a hundred thousand souls would have been spilled—
this, and nothing more!

Now, the assertion “Sufficient unto us is the Book of God” is
being made even though the Covenant and Testament of the
Luminary of the worlds hath been firmly established. Woe
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unto us if the verses of the Most Holy Book and the Book of
the Covenant had not been revealed! As God is my witness,
they would have instantly torn the body of this servant asunder
with an awl.

Most astonishingly, one of the friends hath said of an opposi-
tional tract: “How could this be a leaflet of doubt when it con-
taineth a hundred holy verses? How can clear verses become
conveyors of doubt?” It behooveth us to reply: Kirmani’s “A
Flaming Arrow to Repel and Refute the Bab” is also replete
with a hundred clear verses from the Qur’an. Should it be
then considered a trustworthy book? One of the followers of
Yahya hath likewise composed a treatise against Him Who is
the Manifest Beauty and the Great Announcement, wherein he
hath based all his censure and objection on the verses of the
Bayan, imagining the explicit Text of that Book to constitute
a categorical rejection of the Blessed Beauty and citing many
a verse of the Bab—may my soul be His sacrifice. Now, can one
claim that that individual’s worthless treatise is a lucid book
or the product of heavenly inspiration?

Another most astonishing fact is that the objections that the
waverer have raised against this servant correspond word for
word to the objections of the proponents of error against the
Beauty of the All-Glorious. The only difference is that they
have in addition fabricated certain calumnies, attributed them
to this servant, and then penned rebuttals to the same, raising
a mighty clamour throughout all regions and kindling a fire
that burneth to ashes the harvest of friend and foe alike. “And
when it is said to them, ‘Cause not disorders in the earth’ they
say, ‘Nay, rather do we set them right.” Is it not that they are
themselves the authors of disorder? But they perceive it not!”

Consider how they invented a claim for this servant and then
contested it on the basis of the verse “Whoso layeth a claim ...
ere the expiration of a thousand years,” notwithstanding that
the Ancient Beauty—may my soul be a sacrifice for His earthly
remains—reared this servant from childhood at the breast of
servitude; nursed him in the bosom of humility, submissiveness
and thralldom; and attired his evanescent frame with the rai-
ment of lowliness before the Divine threshold, that the banner
of the Testament may wave in the midmost heart of creation
upon the breezes of supreme servitude, that the light of the
Covenant may be kindled in the lamp of thralldom with the
utmost self-effacement, and that such servitude may appear
in this world and be realized in all others as to be without
peer or equal in this age. This servant, therefore, bartereth
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not this real and true servitude for a sovereignty of everlasting
glory, nor tradeth this humble seat for the throne of the high-
est heaven, nor exchangeth this lowliest depth for the loftiest
height. Nay, he treadeth the path of submissiveness and telleth
the secrets of servitude. He clingeth to the hem of Grandeur,
sheddeth tears of longing and imploreth God, saying:

O my peerless Beloved! O mine incomparable Lord! Grant me
strength and power, and endow me with might and fortitude.
Reinforce my faculties with the powers of the Concourse on
high, and bless mine entire being with the confirmations of the
Abha Kingdom. Grace my limbs with the auspicious signs of
the unseen realm, and make the members of my body to be the
clear tokens of the heavenly dominion. Perchance I may be en-
abled to manifest such servitude before Thy celestial Beauty as
is befitting, and to serve Thy blessed Threshold as beseemeth
its station. O Thou all-encompassing One! Admit me into the
court of poverty and evanescence. O Thou all-transcendent
One! Cause me to abide in the retreats of effacement and ab-
negation. Make me as lowly earth in the pathway of Thy loved
ones and as the dust of Thy threshold. Grant me such heav-
enly servitude as transcendeth mere human capacity and such
earthly thralldom as defineth the very essence of submissive-
ness. Thou art the All-Powerful; Thou art the Almighty; Thou
art the Incomparable.

Light a candle that may cast its rays upon all creation and
kindle a fire whose heat may reach unto the seventh heaven.
Make our hearts the repositories of Thine inspiration and our
souls the dawning-places of Thy lights. O divine Providence!
Make whole the sick and admit the wise into the court of Thy
communion. Illumine the supernal horizon with Thy resplen-
dent light and make our hearts the envy of every blossoming
bower.

Cause each of Thy loved ones to be as a guiding star, and
enable each of Thy faithful servants to shine as a bright lu-
minary above the all-highest horizon. Confer freshness and
beauty upon the tender saplings of the garden of Thy mercy,
and bestow beauty and grace upon the newly arrived in the
court of Thy oneness. Make Thy long-standing servants to be
the effulgent lights of the realms above and them that have
ever been free in spirit to be the monarchs of the realm of
heaven. Cause their faces to shine brightly, their characters
to be as redolent as soul-entrancing musk, and all regions to
be perfumed thereby. Make their hands snow-white and their
words lustrous gems, their proofs a mighty serpent and their
evidences the blessings of the supernal realm. Make the Holy
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Spirit their helper and the hosts of the Abha Kingdom their
supporter.

In brief, the waverers hoped, through these machinations and
absurdities, to wholly subvert the foundations of the Covenant
and to utterly uproot the tree of the Testament. And yet, how
little they know that never will the all-pervading grace become
a fading star, nor the copious rain a faltering trickle. The shin-
ing lights of the Kingdom will never become the gloom of a
darksome night, nor will the words of heaven be abrogated at
the hands of the vainglorious. Erelong will the banner of the
verses of the Covenant be unfurled and the spreading rays of
the luminary of the Testament shine forth. This onrushing
flood will innundate the seven climes and this refulgent light il-
lumine every region. This earthly domain will become even as
the expanse of heaven and this realm of dust like unto the high-
est firmament. A mere stream will become a fount of crystal
waters, and a flickering flame a manifest light.

O thou long-standing companion! This servant’s earnest hope
was that amidst the onslaught of adversities, the succession of
afflictions, the assault of the masses, the ordeal of the Most
Great Calamity, the ascendancy of the enemies and the bil-
lowing of the ocean of tribulations, our kindly friends would
be even as a wholesome cure to this deadly poison, a healing
balm to this grievous wound, a mighty shield against the on-
rushing foe, and an effectual defense against the enemy’s darts
and blades. But now they too have unsheathed the sword of
malice, ignored the admonitions of the Lord of faithfulness, and
consented to this servant’s annihilation and ruin. They have
made God’s Covenant and Testament the pivot of dissension,
and caused the instrument of harmony to become the founda-
tion of discord. They have characterized His manifest splen-
dour as the darkest night and accounted His heavenly light as
hellish fire. They have forsaken His mighty stronghold and re-
garded a mere hovel as an abiding shelter. They have made
His explicit Text a thing entirely forgotten, and laughed His
shining proofs to scorn. They have sought to shear the wings
of His appointed Interpreter and imagined His mighty edifice
to be devoid of foundation. One hath called this servant “the
chief of the misbelievers” and another hath reckoned him an
inveterate foe. One hath accused him of immorality and an-
other hath charged him with indecency. One hath recorded
bitter complaints and another hath reported baseless tales.

From the early days following the Ascension, the fire of mis-
chief was kindled and the Centre of opposition fostered the art
of Covenant-breaking. Little children made pretense of great-
ness, seeking after their foolish designs to exalt themselves, and
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endeavouring by every means to sow confusion in the hearts
and minds of the friends. Thus, newspapers in every region re-
ported the news of the ascension of the Luminary of the worlds
together with that of the violation of His Covenant. Among
them, Akhtar, the newspaper of the Persians in Istanbul, pro-
claimed this dreadful news to the sound of drums and cymbals,
and in Europe some penned treatises and offered their sordid
merchandise to every buyer. The Covenant-breakers lay in
wait for a while, until, after three years had passed, they al-
leged an imaginary claim for this servant; raised, to the blast
of trumpets and horns, a mighty uproar; and held him to be
the object of the blessed verse: “Whoso layeth claim to a Rev-
elation direct from God, ere the expiration of a full thousand
years, such a man is assuredly a lying imposter. We pray God
that He may graciously assist him to retract and repudiate
such claim. Should he repent, God will, no doubt, forgive him.
If, however, he persisteth in his error, God will, assuredly, send
down one who will deal mercilessly with him. Terrible, indeed,
is God in punishing!”

Indeed, they have prominently cited this verse in all their
tracts. Consider carefully, however, the judgement they have
pronounced against this single-handed and lonely servant!
Within their epistles they allude to mine alleged claims to
Godhead, to Lordship, and to partnership with the Blessed
Beauty, and then they write this verse both upon the covers
of these epistles and within their pages. Let time tell whether
this judgement will be carried out and “one who will deal
mercilessly with him” will sever with trenchant blade the
arteries of this lonely One!

As for me, however, I issue no judgement against any soul,
pronounce no one to be an infidel or a sinner, and produce no
proof of ungodliness or misbelief. At most, I offer admonitions,
call for a return to the Covenant, and say: Whosoever wisheth,
let him take action; whosoever wisheth, let him turn aside.
God, verily, is independent of all creation. I declare “Neither
art thou a guardian over them,” and recite “Thou hast no
authority over them,” and refer to “Take ye heed of your own
souls.” T raise the hands of supplication, loose the tongue of
invocation, and recite the verse “O Lord! Guide my people
aright for they know not.” I offer My breast as a target for
a myriad arrows of iniquity, and suffer not the countenance
of faithfulness to be darkened. I nurse the wound of calumny
with the balm of supplication, and seek a swift remedy to the
ills of the people of malice. T beseech God for patience and
forbearance, and engage in humble prayer. I raise My plaintive
cry with the utmost lowliness, saying:
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O Lord! These people were sheltered beneath the shade of the
Divine Lote-Tree and abided in the bowers of the all-highest
Paradise. A fire erupted within their hearts and, subjugated by
self and desire and deprived of true understanding, they raised
an uproar, sowed chaos and confusion and nurtured idle fancies.
Their cherished aim was that the banner of Thy Covenant may
be hauled down and the reality of hope frustrated; that Thy
manifest light may be extinguished and the darkness of pitch-
black night be outstretched; that the Centre of Thy Covenant
may be forsaken and the blazing fire of God be quenched; that
the reins of Thy Covenant may fall into the hands of children
and the shining candle of Thy Testament be snuffed out by the
winds of hatred; that the sun of Thy Covenant may set and
the bat-like embodiment of rebellion emerge; that the radiance
of truth may be lost and concealed and the darkness of illusion
envelop the firmament; that the Centre of Thy Covenant may
be changed and the Axis of Thy Testament altered.

 Thou hast preserved this servant in the stronghold of Thy pro-

tection, and shielded and established Thy Covenant. Thou
hast reared the edifice of the Testament, and arrested the on-
slaught of the Covenant-breakers. And yet, the violation of
Thy Covenant hath become an inexorable burden and is even
as chains and fetters. Thus hath been realized the purport of
the verse: “On their necks have we placed chains, which reach
their chins and force up their heads.”

O Divine Providence! Remove these chains through the power
of Thy might, and relieve the heads from these fetters. Free
the necks of men and enlighten and enliven their gloomy hearts.
Awaken the slumberers and admonish the heedless. Guide the
sucklings to the precious fount of Thy bestowals, and lead the
untutored children to the school of Thy favours. Teach them
that are drunk with pride the ways of meekness and humility,
and instruct in servitude them whose hardships have led to
prideful rebellion. These hapless ones are ignorant, these chil-
dren capricious and unwise. They know not; they recognize
not; they see not to the end of things. They seek renown and
tread the path of iniquity. Awaken them and dispel their er-
ror. Guide them aright, grant Thy bestowals and lead them
to the shelter of the Tree of the Covenant. Perchance all may
abide secure under the shadow of the Tree of Life, attain unto
their heart’s desire, and be filled with endless joy. Perchance
their stations may be exalted and their merit increase, that
they may be endowed with Thine ancient glory and supreme
favour, become even more honoured and receive even greater
bounties.
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O Divine Providence! Bestow Thine aid and vouchsafe Thine
assistance. Dispel this darksome cloud and disperse this ob-
scuring mist. Waft Thy life-giving breezes and quicken the
lifeless hearts. Rain down the showers of Thy mercy and and
revive this withered plant. Cause the bowers of human hearts
to become the gardens of the all-highest paradise and the real-
ities of human souls to become the meadows of the Concourse
on high. O Almighty One! Grant the prayer of this Thy ser-
vant. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the Incomparable.

Most astonishingly, three years ago a document was dispatched
from the City of God in Iraq to Aqa Muhammad-Mustafa,
upon him be the Glory of God, and inquiry was made as to
whether it was an authentic Tablet. He in turn forwarded the
document to Aga Mirza Asadu’llah and inquired as to the truth
of the matter. When it was examined, it became clear that
someone had gathered from here and there disparate passages
of the Sacred Writings, and had added “’Ayn ‘Ayn” amidst
them. Those passages included: “The Mystery of God hath,
with the Spirit, been made manifest through the Tree of Fire,
upon the land of His Cause, beyond the City of light.” And
thereafter: “Glorified be Thou, O Lord, my God! I beseech
Thee by Thine Essence that lay hid in the precincts of eter-
nity, and by Thy Remembrance, the Most Exalted, the Most
High. ‘Ayn ‘Ayn. And by the Beauty of Thy holiness in Thine
all-glorious Paradise.”

In response, it was emphasized to Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, and
written to Aga Muhammad-Mustafa, upon him be the Glory
of God, that certain passages of this document were from the
Ancient Beauty and others not; that it had been deliberately
composed by the waverers and noised among the believers in
order that it might become widespread; that they would then
allege that it had been produced by the steadfast believers
and seek thereby to perturb the minds of the weak; and that
whosoever was to come into its possession should destroy it.
This occurred three years ago; the reply is now extant in Bagh-
dad and all the believers of that city are informed thereof. And
when Jinab-i-Furughi came on pilgrimage to visit the blessed
Threshold in this land, this document was mentioned before
a group. It was said and repeated time and again that it was
not authentic but that it had been composed by the waverers,
and that it must be completely destroyed.
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Now, in these days, that hidden secret hath been exposed.
They have taken that document for a pretext and are agitating
weaker minds by claiming that the text hath been corrupted.
And yet, their own corruption of the Text is as plain and man-
ifest as the sun, attested in print and disseminated in every
land. They have removed certain verses of the Suriy-i-Haykal
and altered others. Now observe how silent and restrained
this wronged one hath remained, how brazen the people of
negligence have waxed, and how they have ascribed the most
grievous misdeeds to the steadfast believers. And this notwith-
standing that many documents in the handwriting of the scribe
have been corrupted, and they have done as they pleased.

According to the explicit and luminous Text, this servant is the
Interpreter of the Holy Writ, and whatsoever of the writings is
not confirmed by Him cannot be trusted, save for that which
is in the hand of Baha’u’llah Himself, and even that must be
examined with the utmost care and attention to ensure that
not an iota hath been added, subtracted or changed.

Call to mind how “welcome him” became “slay him” because
of mistranscription. Nuri’d-Din-i-Saljuqi, the ruler of Syria,
addressed an edict to Aleppo, saying: “When this edict is re-
ceived, count all the Jews in Aleppo.” After the edict was
penned and sealed, it was left unattended by the scribe, where-
upon a fly left a dot above the “h” of “ahsu” (count), which
thus became “akhsu” (castrate). No sooner had the edict been
received than the unfortunate Jews of the city were rounded up
and subjected to that grievous ordeal. As the matter became
known, the ruler was greatly angered and wrathfully censured
the scribe. When the truth of the matter was discovered, it
became clear that this corruption of the text was wrought by
a mere fly. Consider what egregious iniquity and grievous mis-
chief the addition of a single dot brought about, and infer from
this the rest, bearing especially in mind that the waverers have
seized and retained all of the documents and papers belonging
to this servant.

The truth of this matter is that when the Blessed Beauty—
may my life, my soul, my spirit be offered up as a sacrifice to
His sacred Threshold—was confined to bed in His final days, I
proceeded to the Mansion and remained day and night by His
side. Hearts were nigh to breaking and tears were flowing forth.
It is in such a condition that I was attending to most of His
needs.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ol a2 35380 05K T ol) o s
S | Ui 5 055 slcws |y sy O
o A ST d y odd o 2 8 s
‘)ﬁﬁﬁ‘b)ﬂ&k‘ﬂ&ﬁd&\@)i
2% 1y ean il s teysm 3l K
eslln ) § b i Jbe Klosls
3 ppeer o ag i o)y Calo 5 STl
&TJL}X\OD‘JW%@‘)JJJJVE&\
1, Bl it K L2 g1 570 )
A}\esjﬂw\f

Gl G O o e ) e o
O & de o) Gl o2 s 421 M
Sole b o OF el 5 7L S g sl
)Jﬁjé&igbﬁ&.\uﬁ-}@gb
;;;’.W 5 g ks

bl Ak ol a0 hdlh e
4 Sl Gomb collyy pla olioly 5y
mé,\pﬁ,\s\@\&s)uut{;»
o e e G ol 8 L
Ol gl 5 o5 5l dmy K bty |
GVl oMb 5 G oWKe 48 Cli
Ol 3ayy A Lpas] GBS | pas| ol
zg@d‘)@"’f@“/ﬁm‘ S e
)ﬂbda;i{dﬁ -\EJ‘UTAJ\J Og‘)lﬁ ol
rubj C,in:\j, )L,w{ M? aus\i CN
2 b N PRGNS PR IPRCr g
S8 e s SR O L Ol
S Gy Cama ) & AS st
3 G Al b di Do 0358 (s Sl
sfbﬁ.g.usujﬁﬁaébﬁé&i%j
5 bl mm popad e 457 3 )
Gissk L 5 Coat (e |y de ) B!

@\F\Jr.@duﬁ.ﬁ@@\a@
5o Tl il s 3585 G5 G
o AREN i 5 3 s S8 apsl L
Bl ol s ey g Loy pal s
by O dsle S0, 05, s ooy

p25 It Sle Slots KL S

73



ot

6

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00005

One day, He instructed me: “Gather up My papers.” These
words produced such palpitation and distress in my heart as
I am powerless to describe. He repeated His firm injunction.
Solely out of obedience, I undertook, with trembling hands
and quaking heart, to gather up the papers. There were two
very large satchels which were used to carry all the papers and
belongings of the Beloved of the worlds whenever He travelled
between the Mansion and ‘Akka.

I was in the midst of gathering the papers when Mirza Majdi’d-
Din entered. Such was my distress and agitation that I wished
to be freed as swiftly as possible from the anguish that the
gathering of those papers engendered, and so I told Him: “Do
thou assist me as well.”

Thus, we placed all His blessed papers, documents, ringstones,
and seals in those two satchels and closed them. Baha’u’llah
then said: “These belong to you.”

Afterwards, the Most Great Calamity came to pass. The pil-
lars of the Throne trembled and the darkness of separation
enveloped the world. The shining morn became the darksome
night. The Sun of Truth vanished from the realm of outer sight
and dawned upon the horizon of inner vision. The Lamp of
guidance ascended from this nether world and was lit within
the globe of the Concourse on high. Hearts overflowed with
grief and souls were consumed with sorrow. Sighs and lamenta-
tions were raised, and the sound of wailing and weeping reached
the highest heaven. People of every faith, and of every rank
and station, gathered in the Mansion, and all were afHlicted
and grieved by this Most Great Calamity. “Nor couldst one
hear from them even a murmur.” Learned and literary figures
of various communions, whether Sunni, Shi’ih or Christian,
composed eloquent odes mourning this grievous disaster, and
were reciting them, with the utmost grief and sorrow, in the
presence of all. All these odes extolled the praise and glory of
the Luminary of the worlds, and attested to the greatness and
majesty, the beauty and perfection of that Lord of Grandeur.
“Greatness is that unto which all men do testify.”

Amidst this great agitation and sore distress, this servant en-
tered, with weeping eyes and burning heart, His blessed cham-
ber, accompanied by the other Branches. As we undertook
to wash His blessed remains and to perfume the pure water
with the fragrance of that luminous and translucent body, one
of those embodiments of negligence told this servant: “Give
me those two satchels, that I may have Mirza Badi’u’llah take
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them to his room for safekeeping, for this room will become
drenched with water.” Overcome and bewildered by the inten-
sity of this most great suffering and most grievous calamity,
and utterly incapable of conceiving of such iniquity, I gave
him both satchels with all their contents.

Ask not what sorrow and bereavement was ours on that day,
nor how it ever came to an end.

“Were I to recount the tale, Every heart would brim with
blood;

And were I to write it down, Every eye with tears would flood.”

I swear by the Blessed Beauty! I found myself bereft of all
feeling and awareness, and wept until dawn. The second and
the third days were passed in the same manner. On the fourth,
around midnight, I rose disconsolate from my bed for a short
walk, hoping to somewhat assuage the burning of my heart.
I saw that they had opened the papers and were searching
through them. The emotions I felt I cannot describe. I re-
turned at once to my bed, lest they become aware that I was
witness to the scene. I said to myself that, as they had not
yet seen the Book of the Covenant of the Ancient Beauty, they
imagined that they could make a breach in the Cause of God by
means of His papers, and that it would be best if I were to re-
main silent until the ninth day when the Book of the Covenant
would be read. I assumed that the people of negligence would
then repent and, regretting their actions, return these papers.

When, on the ninth day, the Book of the Covenant was recited,
and its contents sweetened like unto honeyed nectar the souls
of the exponents of unity, some were gladdened and rejoiced,
while others were downcast and aggrieved. The signs of the
most great tidings appeared on the faces of the believers, and
the dust of the deepest resentment became visible upon the
countenances of the embodiments of self and passion, in such
wise that the matter was noticed by all present. It is from that
very day that the foundations of Covenant-breaking were laid,
the sea of delusion surged, the fire of mischief was ignited, and
the hearts of the sincere were consumed.

; Day by day this blazing fire became fiercer and this obscuring

dust more pervasive, until one day one of the Afnan, who had

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

disle g5y s tdb ﬂ\g‘@«\s Do o2
de 3y Al o ol &l s ) ale
thp' 94:)') Q;SJ S Fando TS 5
OF amp 5 428 Jb 5 £ 5 Sipe
M&\)%L}JQHA‘L 4 "#W

ok pad gt

Sbs O am gy C)Tjsguﬂjyia
q,zfﬂ,: AJ;;: sldel Ol 5 5y

252 0\ e K 5

S5 O K5 Y

JL.,UJ\,,;\(IQS(..\;‘MF;_—

s (wi}; CL"’ b (wf S8 5 Ll
d) a8 U o o 2l GY gy
ey S 0 b A 3 2 sl
PR SR 6);:5&&@&6%5)55
S pof e ot ol S o
Ol sl gt 5 ooyt 5L 131
g ol flw Cos § 35 Cs Jlo
de ) & dps e ale 8 st Sk
S s s ot ealie | 4
I o8 ds uge OF Ol > O S
SHile Glyyl el y & o OF Silony
S i 1 28 M) T3 e
dee OE pbpy s alt O de I 8
Ol 5 ool L, Jal a4l 52
sl o3kl 1y Glysl o 5 S sl

s
3 Q‘{ Age %‘g CJ}W
A SN @by ol Blde 53 @l lae
) MW})}@ A iz
o 55 S Ol JBTW; £ yore
FRNPUTRCTIE S PRt N R
o7 Sk 135 lost o ol fo
ol £ ole oy wad cade o ol
ol o8 Ry sbos s w2l ak
St (e Gy sy 31 ols T

S ol s a8 sdad AT O Sss )
Ao 285 0L Ol a5l b as s,

75

e ERToN

ot
ot

56



ut
~

60

61

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00005

been honoured with a new Tablet from Baha’u’llah, requested
that its heading be adorned with His blessed seal. I asked for
one of His seals so as to accede to that request. I was told: “I
know nothing of His seals.” I replied that all His seals were in
His satchel, which I myself had remitted to that person, and
in His cabinet. “I saw nothing and I know nothing,” came the
reply. I swear by the spirit of righteousness! Such trembling
seized my body as I am unable to describe. I was stunned
and bewildered, and wept and lamented, at this most grievous
sedition, this densest veil of darkness that had been raised.

In sum, they removed all the Sacred Writings and Tablets be-
longing to this servant and to others, even those pertaining
to commandments whose adjustments were in my possession.
Consider how far their iniquity did reach. And yet, this ser-
vant remained silent and serene, lest this foul odour be diffused
throughout all regions, and these dreadful events become fully
known to the fomenters of discord. I was consumed by a burn-
ing fire and yet I endured; I was weeping sore and yet I carried
on.

It was then observed that all the adversities that had been vis-
ited upon the Ancient Beauty were being unceasingly heaped,
one after the other, upon this servant, that the reflections of
that which had appeared in the heights of Lordship might also
become visible in the depths of servitude:

“All things thou findest in this nether world, Of a higher realm
do bear the trace.”

The very same calamities had afflicted His blessed Person; a
portion of that blow was therefore to be vouchsafed unto this
servant, that the truth of “O My servant! Obey Me, that I
may make thee like unto Myself” may be fully realized. Thus
doth He say in a prayer, spoken as if from mine own tongue—
and His words are the very truth:

“So grievous hath been my weeping that I have been prevented
from making mention of Thee and singing Thy praises. I have
seen in the path of Thy love, O my God, that which the eyes of
the former generations have never seen, and heard that which
the ears of all creation have never heard. I behold, O My
God, Thy servants for whom Thou didst reveal the Bayan, and
whom Thou didst create to recognize me, to be more veiled
than those of the former religions—in such wise that they glory
in possessing Thy seal, and affix it, so as to establish their
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preeminence, upon the Tablets I have dispatched unto them
that haply they may come to understand. Nay, by Thy glory!
The ring bearing Thy seal is set upon my hand alone, and
can never be dissociated from me, nor can any soul divest me
thereof. Well is it with him who readeth that which hath been
inscribed thereon of Thy hidden mysteries, heavenly signs and
inherent glorfication.” Here end His wondrous words.

Consider how abundant this servant’s share hath been of the
calamities endured by the Ancient Beauty! Indeed all that
befell that Source of Splendours is in like manner befalling this
downtrodden one. My tribulations have made the tears of the
Concourse on high to flow, and mine anguish and affliction have
caused the lamentations of the denizens of the Abha Kingdom
to pour forth. My distress hath made the eyes of the dwellers of
the tabernacles of holiness to weep, and my woes and sorrows
have rent the hearts of the denizens of the realms above.

3 O God, my God! Behold the fire raging within me, the groan-

ing of mine inmost being, the burning of my heart, the blazing
of my soul, the smouldering of my limbs, the flowing of my
tears, the intensity of my woes and trials, and the severity of
mine anguish and afflictions! O Lord! They have been lying in
wait to harm me, have hurled at me the darts of mischief, and
have drawn the swords of enmity on every side. Giving free rein
to their corrupt inclinations, they have aimed their spears at
this lowly servant and assailed him with the utmost wickedness.
O Lord! No helper have I, nor any protector or sustainer save
Thee. I am alone and helpless, captive and abased amongst
Thy loved ones, and bewildered by my condition. When I look
to the right, I behold a cascade of arrows, and when I gaze to
the left, I see a succession of spears. When I look before me,
I see the unsheathing of swords, and when I glance behind, I
perceive the unleashing of shafts. When I raise my head to
the heavens, I behold the gathering clouds, and when I look
down upon the earth, I see countless snares and traps set in
my path by the people of hatred, who seek to cast me into the
nethermost fire and torment me with the utmost abasement.

O my Lord and mine ultimate desire! 1 beseech and supplicate
Thee. The voice of my lamentation is raised towards Thy most
glorious Kingdom, and the sound of my wailing ascendeth to
Thy most exalted Concourse, imploring Thee to hasten the
day of my return unto Thee, and mine attainment unto Thy
Presence, when I shall stand before Thy face. O my God!
The wide world with all its vastness can no longer contain me;
the calamities I suffer have waxed ever greater; the legions of
doubt have compassed me on every side; and the hosts of mine
adversaries have assailed me from every direction.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Vel 3V 2 S L S

PP AR I EUR Y

5l Sl o 4 25 LW 13 b
aly gl des gl STUE 5 20V G
&

WS ke o 68e 8wl Sl
PR (sz s o8 dley  *eayls
5oyl LSl d\,msj\j)\j\ék.ad\
<l ) u@k}dﬁu LLG\“ ‘)ﬂ\t}»;wlﬁ
IR PRSP PR IR SIN
5 Gl e p Sl g}‘)u\a ol @l

eV, Sl e i W SKT

PR S RCS P NV (R
;JW‘EJ@GW;LEJ;&‘%‘
;d}/ B2 5 s Je s s R
\jf\ <y gl d)L\) Lg;\)eafjg‘%
o 5 il el 155 5 Aol ll 5 4
el bl ile K op Olpod) e e
JJ.'\\\ Gl Vs o Lol 5 O e 21

Myjﬂwdwvjd\dwﬁ
2 3 Lt s T s ol Ve
u@\d\,z\u{‘sw.\du,,,&w
Y 551 S e 3 Y o)
4l By ol <.w\ J1 el ke
@\)d)ba.}abl’b)y\ul;\&\@j\
ol 02N ) bl s 1 by o
ar § ooy dolie 5120 Sl
5 0L 35050 G s oyl dl

Olpr 25l Gyde

S Yl s S gl Gy ke 5 o
Fre s ol S5 Xl
S pbl 25 0 eV S Ul el
&«\ v $389 s uﬁiﬁ S208 8 S
S g Lr’: u")\“ é‘ v@’w@ e 6‘
o ILM;\ g de el s Cldl aa

NP

7

63

64



65

66

67

68

69

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00005

Aid me with a company of Thy chosen angels from Thy most
glorious Kingdom, and assist me through the descent of the
noble battalions of Thy most exalted Concourse, even as Thou
didst promise unto me when the Sinai of mine existence was
crushed before the splendours of the Burning Bush of Thy Rev-
elation, the scene of attainment to Thy presence. I am assured
in my heart and certain in my soul, O Thou the Beloved of
the dwellers of earth and heaven, that Thou wilt fulfill Thine
infallible word and unerring promise.

Create, O Lord my God, stainless hearts, sanctified souls, ra-
diant faces, luminous brows, and breasts that are dilated with
the verses of Thy holiness, O Thou my Lord the Most Glori-
ous! Bring forth such tongues as will extol Thy praise, O Thou
the Possessor of the most excellent names, and call into being
such pure and subtle realities as will be informed by Thee, O
Thou the Lord of the highest heavens. Perchance they may
arise to spread Thy signs, exalt Thy word, and expound Thy
proof, holding fast to Thy Covenant and Testament, O Thou
the Lord of the banners of victory! Perchance they may cap-
ture the bastions of the hearts and the citadels of the souls,
and conquer the spirits of men, for they are the host of Thy
most exalted Kingdom, O Thou my Lord the Most Glorious!

This servant is utterly ashamed to lift up his head before the
Ancient Beauty, and repenteth at every moment his countless
shortcomings. He standeth with empty hands and grievous
sins, in transgression, rebellion, and negligence, before His
Threshold, and hath no refuge but in His forgiveness and par-
don.

O Thou kind Lord! We are all sin from head to toe. We are
all naught but lowly dust. We implore Thee at every dawn. O
mighty One! Conceal our sins and confer Thy gifts. Keep Thy
pledge and grant us pure hearts. Thus the light of guidance
may shine and the radiance of bounty may increase, that the
candle of pardon may be lit and the veil of rebellion may burn
away; that the morn of hope may dawn and the darkness of
despair be dispelled; that the breath of mercy may waft and the
breeze of bestowal may blow; that senses may be perfumed and
faces illumined. Thou, verily, art the Kind and the Generous,
the Resplendent and the Ever-Luminous.

I praise God, however, that after five full years of fervid search
and deliberation, the fault that the people of negligence have
imputed to this servant, first through allusions and intimations
and now openly for all to hear, is that he layeth claim to an
independent station and to a new Revelation; that is, that he
considereth himself to be the Dayspring of God’s Revelation
and the Exponent of Divine inspiration. Yet according to the
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explicit Text of the Book, Divine revelation is confined to the
Most Exalted One and the Blessed Beauty, and for a thousand
years all new revelation or manifestation is precluded. This
claim, they assert, establisheth his apostasy, and he is therefore
subject to the words: “God will, assuredly, send down one
who will deal mercilessly with him,” which followeth the words:
“Whoso layeth claim to a Revelation direct from God, ere the
expiration of a full thousand years.” Indeed, they have engaged
in such a blatant slander, voiced such a grievous calumny, and
issued such a dire edict. How well hath it been said:

“Willingly will I obey the judge who hath So strangely decreed
that my blood be spilt at Hill and at Haram!”

“When power fell into that tyrant’s grasp, Perforce the friend
was from the gallows hung!”

During the year following the Ascension, a letter was dis-
patched to Iraq whose contents were replete with such themes
as the following: “Know that servitude to the exalted Thresh-
old is my resplendent crown, my most precious adorning, that
whereon I pride myself before the dwellers of the realms above.”
Likewise a page was written that spoke from beginning to
end of servitude to Baha and whose intent was to establish
my poverty and evanescence: “Know thou that my name is
‘Abdu’l-Baha. My title is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My qualification
is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My reality is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Mine essence
is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Mine ultimate goal is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My
supreme end is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My highest paradise is ‘Abdu’l-
Baha,” and so on unto the end. These two writings can be
presently found in Iraq in this servant’s own hand.

Likewise, an epistle that was dispatched three or four years
ago to Aga Muhammad-‘Ali, known as Rijalu’l-Ghayb, is re-
produced here:

“He is the All-Glorious!

“O sincere seeker and cordial friend! What thou hadst writ-
ten was examined and most carefully perused. In this day it
is incumbent upon every soul to follow that which hath been
revealed by the Pen of Glory and to give full credence to this
servant’s explicit and unambiguous statements. Nor should
they interpret his words in the least, or regard them as con-
taining indirect allusions. I swear by Him Who is the Educator
of all things visible and invisible! Any imagination or concep-
tion that a soul may otherwise form will become even as a veil
and lead him to doubt and uncertainty. The true and sincere,
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the clear and explicit belief of the dwellers of the most glori-
ous Kingdom and of the denizens of the most exalted Realm
is this: that the universal Manifestations, Who are indeed the
Primal Points, the true Suns and the Sources of the outpouring
of Divine grace, have found their consummation in the most
great manifestation of the Ancient Beauty—may my soul be a
sacrifice for the footsteps of His loved ones. Ere the expiration
of the period specified in the Book of God, that is, a thousand
years, all the sanctified souls that may appear are but servants,
bondsmen and guides unto Him, nay, even as the dust of His
Threshold. Indeed, they are like unto kindled lamps and shin-
ing stars that have acquired a ray from the Daystar of Truth
and been illumined thereby. All are His servants and do His
bidding. Gracious God! What connection can exist between
lowly dust and He Who is the Lord of Lords? What comparison
can be maintained between the atom and the world-illumining
sun?

“As to me, my station is that of servitude to the servants of
Baha and of a speck of dust at His Threshold. In the court
of His loved ones I am utterly effaced and non-existent, and
before the threshold of His servants I am but lifeless clay. I
take refuge with God from aught save this, O beloved of the
Lord! Explain, however, this matter to all, with the utmost
love and kindness, and not with vehemence and compulsion,
lest it lead to discord.

7 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas”

Now consider in what condition this servant abideth, what
thoughts and conceptions he holdeth, and in what tumultuous
seas he is immersed. Notwithstanding the power of the confir-
mations of the Abha Kingdom, he regardeth himself to be as
effaced and as evanescent as the weakest of men, and despite
the manifestation of the conquering might of the Abha Beauty,
he appeareth as the lowliest of servants in the world of exis-
tence. Despite this, how slanderous and brazen are the people
of negligence who allege that this servant hath—God forbid!-
claimed a station above that of Baha’u’llah, and who profess
to be aggrieved thereby.

Thou knowest, O my God, and Thou seest and bearest witness,
that the clay of this Thy servant hath been kneaded with the
waters of servitude to Thine exalted Threshold, and that his
nature hath been nurtured with the spirit of evanescence and
effacement before Thy Holy Being. Thy servant is like unto
a suckling babe that hath been nursed at the breast of servi-
tude, reared in the bosom of the adoration of Thy luminous
Countenance, and raised in the embrace of submissiveness to
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Thine ancient sovereignty. Notwithstanding this, how have
they unsheathed the swords of their slanderous tongues upon
Thy servant and hurled the shafts of their venomous calumny
at the son of Thy handmaiden? Grant them a discerning eye,
O Lord, sanctify their hearts, restore their consciences, purify
their inner and outer beings, and lead them unto Thy straight
and outstretched Path. Thou, verily, art the Ever-Generous,
the Most Compassionate.

Note that the self-same difficulties befell the Ancient Beauty
in Iraq, where His blessed breast was made the target of a hun-
dred thousand darts of slander, and where numerous calumnies
were spread so as to deprive the people of His crystal waters
and His perspicuous light. Even as the Pen of Utterance hath
said in a prayer:

“Thou hast ordained for me that which was ordained for none
before me, and decreed that which shall befall no soul after me.
Yet no one knoweth this but Thee, nor can anyone reckon this
save Thine own Self. For, just as no vision taketh in Thee, so
likewise can no mind grasp Thy doings. Thou, verily, art the
Almighty, the All-Compelling.

“All these verses were sent down at a time when Thou gavest
me to hear the differing opinions that Thy servants held regard-
ing my station, notwithstanding that Thou hast ordained for
me no station but servitude unto Thee, and humbleness before
the door of Thy mercy, and lowliness before the revelation of
the splendours of Thy countenance. For Thou hast ever been
my sovereign Lord and I shall ever worship Thee. Thou hast
been the King of my soul, and I a vassal of Thy Self, humble
before Thy presence, lowly before Thy sovereignty, nonexis-
tent before the manifestation of Thy power, and as naught
before the revelation of the splendours of Thine everlasting
glory. And this in spite of them that seek to stir up sedition
on Thine earth, and to exalt themselves in Thy lands, and to
bring about in Thy dominion that which Thou hast not de-
creed for them and for their stations. Glorified, immeasurably
glorified, art Thou above all this, and beyond any attributes
I may have ascribed to Thee, for how canst Thou ever be de-
scribed when Thou canst not be known, and how canst Thou
ever be extolled when Thou canst not be comprehended?

“Nay rather, this servant of Thine adoreth whosoever adoreth
Thee, boweth down before whosoever boweth down before
Thee, and serveth whosoever serveth Thee. He, verily, is
humble before Thy sovereignty, a helper to him who searcheth
after Thee, and an aider to him who assisteth Thee in Thy
heaven and seeketh Thy victory in Thy dominions. By Thy
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might! I conceive for myself no greater honour or higher
station than this. Whoso hath in his heart the rapture of
Thy longing and the yearning of Thy love recognizeth the love
wherewith Thou hast honoured me through the quintessence
of Thy tender mercies and unalloyed favours. Such a soul
inhaleth from this fragrant leaf the breaths of the garden of
immortality and the breezes of the city of faithfulness, and
witnesseth how this candle burneth and melteth away in the
lamp of His heart from that which hath befallen Him and
which hath been decreed in the Cause of His Lord.”

With complete servitude, with absolute self-effacement and
evanescence, | have arisen before His blessed Threshold. Even
as a mote I am utterly nonexistent and entirely forgotten, and
in the station of thralldom I stand firm and constant. I have
sought no name, nor adorned myself with any title. I have
advanced no claim to Divine Revelation, nor even called my-
self inspired. I have never considered myself illumined or en-
lightened, nor have I claimed to be the recipient of Divine
effulgences and splendours. I have called myself ‘Abbas at all
times and made myself known by this name amongst the people.
Nay, mine ultimate desire is utter non-existence and complete
self-effacement, that no name, sign or trace may remain of me,
and that I may attain unto the reality of servitude, which is
indeed that of utter nothingness and non-existence.

5 Judge, however, with fairness what assertions he that hath

thus slandered this servant hath made regarding his own sta-
tion, what a clamour he hath raised, and what claims he hath
made to be the bearer of a new Revelation and the revealer of
Divine verses! Such was his haste that he did not even await
the ascension of the Blessed Beauty—may my soul be a sacrifice
for His holy sepulcher. At a time when that Daystar of Truth
was shining in its meridian glory, when the sovereign Ruler of
the realm of Divine unity was visibly seated upon the throne of
singleness, and when the resplendent light of the most great Lu-
minary of East and West was dazzling all eyes—at such a time
and on such an auspicious day, he made his existence known,
and raised the banner of prophetic claim, and laid claim to di-
vine revelation, and caused so mighty a disturbance in Qazvin.
He wrote epistles, and called his writings Divine verses, and
styled himself “the Monarch of the spirit.” When these words
and actions produced an uproar and upheaval in Qazvin, a
luminous Tablet was issued even as a trenchant sword, pro-
claiming: “Should he for a moment pass out from under the
shadow of the Cause, he surely shall be brought to naught.”
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The following is an exact copy of the words that exist in the
hand, and bearing the seal, of that pretender:

7 He is the Almighty!
88 O ‘Ali! Hearken unto my call and be not of the heedless. We

have revealed unto thee a book in the lucid Arabic tongue, but
have not dispatched it for a wisdom that can only be grasped
by them that have detached themselves from all that is in the
heavens and on the earth. Erelong shall we send it unto thee,
should God so wish and desire. He it is besides Whom there
is none other God. He ordaineth as He pleaseth, and He is the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise. Sealed, Muhammad-‘Ali

He is the Wondrous One on the horizon of glorious might!

Ha ‘Ayn Ba Dal. Blessed be He Who hath raised the heavens
without pillars and established His throne upon the water. He
verily is a witness unto all things, and there is no God but Him,
and He is the possessor of all knowledge.

Say: O servant! Follow that which the Spirit hath spoken
unto thee through the tongue of unerring truth. Proclaim,
then, these verses unto all men, that they may be admonished
within themselves and follow not the footsteps of every ungodly
sinner. Say: O people! Believe in God, Who hath created
you and nurtured you, and dispute not with Him one jot or
tittle. Say: O people! Why do ye disbelieve in God, your
Creator, and wherefore do ye deny these verses? For they,
verily, have been revealed by God, the All-Powerful, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise. Say then: O people! By God, the
lion of God hath appeared on earth, and all the two-legged
asses, whose hearts have been filled with the dread of God, the
Almighty, the Omnipotent, have fled, not one of them having
believed. Take heed lest ye become misbelievers, apostates
and infidels like unto them... Drink, then, that which the cup-
bearer of the spirit giveth thee to quaff in this chalice that
hath been fashioned of the gold of certitude, and partake of
the fruits of this tree which hath been planted in this Sinai by
the hand of thy Lord, the All-Knowing, the Ever-Forbearing,
the All-Wise, the Most Merciful.

2 Say then: O People! Hearken unto the voice of this one, who

hath appeared betwixt earth and heaven, and who hath pro-
claimed: Believe ye, O people, in God, He Who hath created
you through His command. Hearken, listen and give ear to His
words. Behold, see and perceive His beauty. Look, gaze and
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glance upon His glory... He, verily, is a Forgiving, Generous,
Knowing and Merciful One.

From Nabil before ‘Ali. Sealed, Muhammad-‘Ali.

He is God, the Most Sublime, the Most Glorious, the Most
Exalted!

God hereby remembereth His servant ‘Ali, that he may stand
firm in the cause of his Master and stay true to his Lord... O
servant! Hearken unto my call. Forsake, then, thy self and thy
desires, and turn thy face towards thy Lord. This, verily, is
the word of truth, wert thou to be of the hearing! The spirit
be upon thee and upon all who are illumined by the light that
hath been manifested by this sun which hath been shining in
its meridian glory.

The servant of God, the Most High, Muhammad-‘Ali

This is that which was revealed unto the inmost heart of
Muhammad-‘Ali.

O thou servant of the Spirit! Hearken to the call of thy Lord,
the All-Bountiful, that is being raised from this most transcen-
dent scene... Call, then, all beings to thy master. To whom-
soever accepteth the truth of thy words, and believeth in the
verses of God, herald the glad-tidings of reunion with thy Lord,
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate. And whosoever dis-
believeth, warn him of hell fire. Thy Lord, verily, will chastise
such a soul with a grievous torment. What fate indeed can
await transgressors save for the nethermost fire? God, verily,
is well-informed and all-knowing. Say: O servant! Hearken to
that wherewith the pen of command inspireth thee at the end
of his tablet. Be thou constant in his cause, even should swords
rain down upon thy head. Follow not in the footsteps of the
Evil One, but walk in the ways of the people of the All-Merciful.
He it is besides Whom there is none other God. He, verily, is
the true and manifest King. Render thanks unto thy Lord, for
He assisteth thee with the power of His assistance. He, ver-
ily, assisteth whomsoever He willeth. He, verily, witnesseth all
things, and assisteth every poor servant. Joy, salutations and
glory be upon thee and upon every devoted believer.

This is that which was revealed to the inmost heart of
Muhammad-*Ali.

He is the Glory of the Glories shining above the supreme Hori-
zon!

‘Ayn Mim Sad. Glorified be He Who hath created all things
according to their own measure. He, verily, hath power over
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all things. He it is besides Whom there is none other God. He,
verily, knoweth all His creation.

O people! Believe in God, and testify to His words that there
is none other God save Him Who hath fashioned the heavens
without the help of pillars, and Who hath established there-
upon His exalted and mighty Throne. Say: O people! Hearken
unto my call and walk firm and straight upon the path of God.
O people! Believe in God, He Who hath created you, and pro-
vided for you, and formed you. He, verily, is a witness unto all
things. His are the kingdoms of Revelation and Creation both
aforetime and hereafter. He, verily, is a mighty, gracious and
great Sovereign.

O concourse of the Bayan! Hearken unto my call and be not
like unto the people of the Qur’an: disbelievers, apostates and
sinners. Bear witness, then, that there is none other God but
Him, and that He is the true and manifest King.

O people! Hearken unto my call and disbelieve not in His
signs and evidences, in that He hath created you aforetime
from a drop of water and clay. Believe in God, O concourse of
misbelievers, and lie not regarding these verses, for they have
been sent down from God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the
Omnipotent. He it is Who diverted the deluge from Noah’s ark,
Who shielded Hud and His companions from the tempestuous
winds, and Who cast the misbelievers into hell. He it is Who
turned fire into paradise for Abraham, Who caused a gnat to
triumph over Nimrod and kill him, Who made the sea a path
for the children of Israel, and Who caused Pharaoh and all his
people to drown. He it is Who hath sent prophets to all people,
that they may summon all creation unto Him. He, verily, is
the All-Powerful and the All-Knowing.

5 O people! These are the verses of God. Deny them not, nor

dispute with God, Who hath sent them down. Blessed is he
who testifieth to their truth, and beareth witness that there
is none other God but Him. He, verily, hath power over all
things. O concourse of men! By God, the greater daystar of
God hath appeared, and ye have turned aside from him and
been accounted amongst the infidels. He it is besides whom
there is none other God; He, verily, is a powerful Sovereign.
Ye have all been created through my word. He, verily, is the
Exalted, the Almighty, the Most Powerful. There is none other
God but Him. He is the hidden mystery of God, and whoso
opposeth or turneth aside from him will be cast into hell. O
concourse of the misbelievers! Wherefore flee ye from this most
luminous dayspring? By God, there is no refuge for any soul.
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No God is there but Him, exalted and glorified be He above
all that these infidels attribute unto Him. Glorified be Thou,
O my God! Thou hast created and nurtured me, and Thou
verily art the All-Powerful, the Almighty. O Thou besides
Whom there is none other God! Reveal unto us Thy hidden
mystery. Thou art the Sovereign, the King, the All-Bountiful,
He Who is above reproach.

i Say: O people! By the righteousness of God, the Greater Man-

ifestation of God hath appeared, even as a refulgent and lumi-
nous sun, above the horizon of holiness, and hath removed the
veil from his most holy countenance. He, verily, surpasseth in
radiance and greatness every sun, moon and star. Nay rather,
he is the sovereign of the heavens and of the earth, and God’s
most brilliant light—nay, the sun itself is next to him punier
than the puniest of all things.

Say: O concourse of the Bayan! God hath forgiven your trans-
gressions on this day. He, verily, is the Knower of all things.
Take heed lest ye slander me even as did the misbelievers afore-
time, and assert not of me that I have been schooled, even as
the infidels asserted when ‘Ali came in very truth bearing the
verses of God and His testimonies. Fear ye God and slander
me not. [ wrote this tablet when I was still but a child. O
people! Ye are the mature ones of the earth. Beware lest ye
create dissension in God’s religion. Rather, walk ye firm and
straight in His path.

& Another letter, of which only a portion is being quoted on

account of its length:

Say: O people! I am the fiery phoenix! I tread on fire; I
partake of fire; I journey through fire. That which I intend
by fire is naught but the love of God, the Help-in-Peril, the
Self-Subsisting; and by partaking of fire, I mean partaking of
the knowledge of my Lord; and by treading on fire, treading
the path of His love; and by journeying through fire, journeying
through the stations of my fervour and yearning for my beloved,
the Everlasting, the Best-Beloved. Slay me not with the swords
of your blasphemy. Fear ye God, and deny me not, nor deny
my verses, which were revealed unto me by my Lord and made
to flow from my tongue, and which I uttered whilst still a child.
Have mercy upon me, then, and sever not my head with the
swords of self and passion. This, verily, is my counsel unto
you, which I deliver as bidden by God, the All-Powerful, the
Self-Subsisting, could ye but hearken! [end of cited passages]

) Now judge with fairness, O ye fair-minded ones! Can the per-

son who hath clearly and plainly written: “Say: O people! By
the righteousness of God, the Greater Manifestation of God
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hath appeared, even as a refulgent and luminous sun, above
the horizon of holiness, and hath removed the veil from his
most holy countenance. He, verily, surpasseth in radiance and
greatness every sun, moon and star,” and: “Nay, the sun itself
is next to him punier than the puniest of all things,” and: “Ye
have all been created through my word,” and: “Deny me not,
nor deny my verses, which were revealed unto me by my Lord
and made to flow from my tongue,” raise a protest against him
who calleth himself the servant of the servants of Baha? Can
he accuse him of laying claim to Divinity, of regarding him-
self as the Author of Divine verses and the Recipient of Divine
revelation, and of considering himself to be a partner of the
Ancient Beauty—may my soul be His ransom?

O fairminded ones, judge with fairness! O blinded ones, pon-
der awhile with insight! The one whose inner nature and the
clay of whose very being have been kneaded with the living
waters of servitude to the Ancient Beauty standeth accused of
advancing a prophetic claim, whilst the individual who clearly
and openly advanced a claim during Baha’u’llah’s own lifetime
and who became the subject of the verse: “Should he for a mo-
ment pass out from under the shadow of the Cause, he surely
shall be brought to naught” hath become the proponent of Di-
vine unity, and his words have become the unerring balance,
whereas the Centre of the Covenant—whom all, even that indi-
vidual, have been bidden to obey—hath come to be disparaged,
maltreated and reviled. Take heed, ye who are endued with in-
sight! Can there be a clearer proof or a surer testimony? Nay,
by God! But “verses and warnings are of no avail” and “even
if thou producest for them every sign, they will not believe it.”
Consider how confused the matter hath become and to what
heights the calumny hath reached! I swear by the blessed coun-
tenance and conduct of the Abha Beauty—may my soul be a
sacrifice for His servants—that all the waverers in ‘Akka know
perfectly well that this servant hath harboured no desire in
His heart and soul and inmost being but servitude unto Him.
“They recognize the blessing of God, then they deny it.” The
waverers, however, have each a different goal and covet each
in their own way a lofty and exalted position.

2 Thou knowest and seest, O Lord, that this lowly one hath

buried his face in the dust, is beseeching Thee in his inmost
heart, and saying: O God, my God! Confirm me in servitude
to Thy pure and sanctified Threshold, and secure my thrall-
dom to Thy blessed and sweet-scented Being. Suffer me to
be selfless in the spacious court of Thy loved ones and hum-
ble in the vast precincts of Thy servants. O Lord! Ordain
for me absolute non-existence and utter annihilation in Thy
Cause, that the mount of mine existence may crumble before
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the majesty of the signs of Thy singleness when I bow down
at the door of Thy oneness, and that the essence of my being
may vanish away when I supplicate at the threshold of Thy
supreme sovereignty. O Lord! No fire is more burning in my
sight than my continued existence before the revelation of the
verses of Thy Divine Unity, no hell greater than to perdure
before the radiance of the lights of Thy singleness. Deliver me,
O my God, from this dreadful plight, and rescue me from this
abyss of perplexity. Thou art the Gracious, and Thou art the
Merciful, O Thou the Lord of grace abounding!

Consider in what realm this servant abideth, and in what
wilderness the waverers dwell. “How vast is the difference be-
tween one going East and one going West!” Never will the
lights of such servitude remain concealed, nor the lamp of such
self-effacement be extinguished. Never will the waves of such
an ocean be stilled, nor will the wafting of such a breeze ever
cease. Vain indeed are their undertakings!

Consider how the waverers are seeking by various means to
cause every believer in the Holy land to waver in turn. They
dispatch messages in all directions alleging that I am attracting
the people to the Covenant of God through material induce-
ments. [ adjure thee by the one true God! On the journey
when thou didst attain His blessed court, didst thou witness
any signs of worldly riches in the hands of this servant? Didst
thou find him to be prey to such cravings, or rather the wa-
verers? This hath ever been their mode of conduct, and it is
to this day plainly and visibly so, as both friend and stranger
know. Thus, an illustrious personage hath written to one of
the believers claiming that three hundred tumans had been
given to a certain believer-namely, thysef-in order to remain
firm in the Covenant. The letter of that individual, where he
hath taken this servant to task, is indeed extant and available.
Now, even if every other soul were to be in doubt regarding
the falsity of this claim, surely thou canst have no doubt.

5 Consider what calumnies they have advanced, that they might

sap the foundations of the Covenant! How far from reality, how
very far! The edifice of the Covenant is wrought of the sternest
steel, and the foundations of the Testament have been laid by
the all-glorious Lord. Were all the peoples of the world to join
hands and arise with all of the powers of existence, they would
prove unable to cause a breach in these mighty foundations.

Consider for a moment the machinations and whisperings in
which the Umayyad caliphs engaged, the companions of the
Prophet whom they cast as narrators of fabricated Hadiths,
the clamour they raised throughout the world, the mischief
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they stirred, and the flames of hatred and sedition that they
thus made to ascend to the highest heaven! Through their
temporal power, they spread dissension throughout the world,
and incited all to the hatred of Him Who was the object of the
words “Of whomsoever I have been the Master, ‘Ali here shall
be the Master,” that they might vanquish that wronged One.
The Commander of the Faithful fell prey to the sword, and the
Prince of Martyrs became the target of a hundred thousand
darts of malice. His wives and kinfolk were made captives, and
for seventy years that luminous Beauty was cursed and reviled
from the pulpits throughout the lands of Islam. But behold
what came to pass in the end: ‘Ali shone forth like unto a
resplendent moon, and the mystery of Husayn’s martyrdom
wafted a fragrant breath over the whole world. Eyes wept sore
for His calamity and hearts were consumed. The dynasty of
the Umayyads was overthrown, the line of Abu-Sufyan was
extinguished, and even their own descendants came to blame
their forbears. The light of holiness shone forth, the darkness
of deceit was dispelled, and the reality of “the truth came and
falsehood fled away” was fully established. No denier remained
and no opponent held fast. All this, notwithstanding that there
was no Covenant or Testament, no trust or agreement, only the
statement of Muhammad that whoever loved Him should also
love ‘Ali.

Now, in this mighty cycle, there is a Divine trust and agree-
ment, and a heavenly Covenant and Testament. It is the cup
of “am I not your Lord” that is being proffered by the hand
of the Abha Beauty and quaffed in turn at the celestial feast.
Whoso hath been intoxicated by that wine hath intoned, in
the accents of the Abha Kingdom, the call of “Praise be unto
Thee, O my Lord, the Most Glorious,” and whoso hath been
deprived thereof hath sought every day a new excuse and hath
been caught at every moment in a new snare. Admonition had
no effect upon such souls, nor did kindness cause any change
of heart. In the end they have found themselves immersed in
the depths of violation and lost in the wilderness of denial.

O friends of God! Consider how the explicit text of God’s
Covenant hath been abandoned and neglected, and how the
words of ‘Umar and ‘Amr ibn-i-‘As, that “Sufficient unto us is
the Book of God” have come to be accepted! Take heed, O ye
possessors of insight!

Likewise, in the Kitab-i-*‘Ahd, the specifically appointed au-
thority unto whom all must turn when differences arise is the
Centre of the Covenant, the Interpreter of the verses of the
Divine Luminary of the worlds. Notwithstanding this, a cen-
tre and interpreter is being sought elsewhere, even though it
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hath been made incumbent upon all, and particularly upon the
Aghsan, the Afnan, and the kindred, to turn to the Centre of
the Covenant. But now, instead, refutations are being written
against that Centre and disseminated throughout all regions.

Awake from your slumber, O possessors of understanding
hearts! Could anyone have imagined, notwithstanding the
explicit text of the Most Holy Book, which standeth supreme
above all other books, and the manifest sovereignty of the
Book of the Covenant, which interpreteth the verses of the
Most Holy Book, that any soul would succumb to error or
cause a breach? No, by God! How did the explicit verses of
the Most Holy Book come to be so utterly forgotten, and the
decisive word of the Book of the Covenant come to be regarded
even as “confused dreams”, whilst the words of ‘Umar became
the religion of God and the machinations of ‘Amr ibn-i-‘As the
pattern of conduct for each and all? They say: “The verses
of God are the balance.” Who hath ever denied that? But a
specific Interpreter hath been appointed for these verses, lest
every malevolent adversary or ignorant profit-seeker tamper
with God’s verses and interpret them according to his own
whim. “None knoweth the meaning thereof except God and
them that are well-grounded in knowledge.” According to
the explicit text of the Most Holy Book and the Book of
the Covenant, the one who is well-grounded in knowledge is
clear and unambiguous. How, then, can he be reviled and
forsaken, and Abu-Sha’yun, Abu-Hurayrih and Malik become
the interpreters of the Book and the divines of the age?

O ye my loved ones ! T adjure you by God to see how laugh-
able is this, that the verse “When the ocean of My presence
hath ebbed and the Book of My Revelation is ended, turn
your faces towards Him Whom God hath purposed, Who hath
branched from this Ancient Root” hath been abrogated, whilst
the utterance of ‘Umar “Sufficient unto us is the Book of God”
hath been firmly established. And that the verse: “When the
Mystic Dove will have winged its flight from its Sanctuary of
Praise and sought its far-off goal, its hidden habitation, refer
ye whatsoever ye understand not in the Book to Him Who
hath branched from this mighty Stock” is abandoned and for-
saken, whilst the machinations of ‘Amr ibn-i-‘As, who paraded
the Qur’an on the point of a spear and claimed: “Unto the
Book of God do we invite you” have become accepted and en-
forced. And that the verses: “The will of the Divine Testator is
this: It is incumbent upon the Aghsan, the Afnan and My kin-
dred to turn, one and all, their faces towards the Most Mighty
Branch. Consider that which We have revealed in Our Most
Holy Book: ‘When the ocean of My presence hath ebbed and
the Book of My Revelation is ended, turn your faces toward
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Him Whom God hath purposed, Who hath branched from this
Ancient Root. The object of this sacred verse is none other
except the Most Mighty Branch. Thus have We graciously re-
vealed unto you our potent Will, and I am verily the Gracious,
the All-Powerful” have been effaced from the tablet of human
hearts, whilst the accounts of Ka’bu’l-Ahbar have been circu-
lated throughout the world. And that the statement: “The
glory of God rest upon Thee, and upon whosoever serveth
Thee and circleth around Thee. Woe, great woe, betide him
that opposeth and injureth Thee” hath become even as “scat-
tered dust,” whilst the words of every errant soul have been
noised abroad upon the earth. And that the verse: “Well is it
with him that sweareth fealty to Thee; the fire of hell torment
him who is Thine enemy” was forgotten by every base and con-
temptible soul whilst he who is rejected of God was honoured
even as His Apostle. And that the words: “He it is Who ut-
tereth that which He willeth. O My Most Great Branch! Thy
book was presented before this Wronged One and We heard
that which Thou didst commune with the Lord of the worlds.
We have made Thee a shelter for all mankind, a shield unto
all who are in heaven and on earth, a stronghold for whoso-
ever hath believed in God, the Incomparable, the All-Knowing.
God grant that through Thee He may protect them, may en-
rich and sustain them, that He may inspire Thee with that
which shall be a wellspring of wealth unto all created things, an
ocean of bounty unto all men, and the dayspring of mercy unto
all peoples. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. We beseech God to water through Thee the
earth and all that it holdeth, that there may spring therefrom
the tender herbs of wisdom and utterance and the hyacinths
of knowledge and understanding. Verily He is the Friend of
whomsoever befriendeth Him and the Helper of whomsoever
confideth with Him. No God is there but Him, the Almighty,
the All-Praised” have been effaced from all minds, whilst lying
tales and accounts have found universal currency.

Other examples of such passages indeed abound. Now the ex-
plicit texts of the Most Holy Book and of the Book of the
Covenant—which are the very foundations of the Law, Religion,
Cause and Command of God—are cast aside and condemned
to oblivion, while statements are being circulated that are ab-
horred even by those who dwell in the graves, let alone of the
companions of the all-forgiving Lord.

Thou seest, O my God, what torments and tribulations af-
flict me, and what woes and agonies perplex and perturb my
heart. Friend and foe alike have readied their bows and arrows,
and sought a pretext for attack; nay, the friend hurleth a dart
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more poisonous and inflicteth a wound more grievous than the
stranger.

O divine Providence! Thou art Thyself a witness that I was
a remedy to the ills of each, and a balm upon the wounds of
all. T was a physician and a comforter to every sick one, a
compassionate friend to every agitated one, a source of solace
to every grieving soul, a wholesome medicine for every poisoned
one, and a cause of joy to every disconsolate being throughout
Thy land. I served all, was truthful to all, cared for all, and
sincerely befriended all. And yet, when I was afflicted with the
torment of separation from Thy Beauty, and cast into the wilds
of remoteness, and consumed with the fire of bereavement, and
made to blaze even as a burning flame, I was granted no remedy
but a hundred thousand piercing arrows and no balm but a
hundred thousand measures of swift and deadly poison.

O divine Providence! Grant Thy forgiveness and pardon, for
these are ignorant souls and untutored children. Day and night
this servant is engaged in serving Thy Cause, and yet they are
actively seeking means to harm him and devising schemes to
stir up sedition.

To sum up, from the beginning of the world until the present
day, never hath such an explicit Covenant and unambiguous
Testament been conceived and enacted. Likewise never hath
such violation and denial been seen or heard. Yea, covenants
had been enacted, but not under the Tree of Life or beneath
the Divine Lote-Tree, and the Centre of the Covenant and
Testament was obscure and unknown. At no time was it clearly
designated or clarified. Rather was it intimated in indirect
terms that in the latter days an individual would appear that
would exhibit the supreme signs of heaven and the marvelous
tokens of unbounded dominion and ascendancy, and that He
would be the Centre of that Covenant. Not so, however, in
this mighty Cycle and luminous Dispensation, for the Centre
of this Covenant and Testament is known to all. It was never
imagined, then, that such tumult and strife should occur or
such error arise.

So it is that He-may my soul and the soul of all existence
be offered up as a sacrifice for His loved ones—saith: “Can
it be possible that after the dawning of the day-star of Thy
Testament above the horizon of Thy Most Great Tablet, the
feet of any one shall slip in Thy Straight Path? Unto this
We answered: ‘O My most exalted Pen! It behoveth Thee to
occupy thyself with that whereunto Thou hast been bidden
by God, the Exalted, the Great. Ask not of that which will
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consume Thine heart and the hearts of the denizens of Paradise,
who have circled round My wondrous Cause. It behoveth Thee
not to be acquainted with that which We have veiled from Thee.
Thy Lord is, verily, the Concealer, the All-Knowing!”’

Consider what He saith: Can it be possible that after the dawn-
ing of the day-star of Thy Testament above the horizon of
Thy Most Great Tablet, the feet of any one may slip—that is,
that any soul should break Thy Covenant? He then saith: O
most exalted Pen! Occupy Thyself with that whereunto Thou
hast been bidden, and ask not of that which will consume and
melt Thy blessed heart and cause the luminous hearts of the
denizens of Paradise to overflow with grief. It is not meet and
seemly to reveal that which will come to pass once the day-star
of the Testament hath appeared. We have therefore concealed
it and God, verily, is the Concealer, the All-Knowing.

Consider how the Ancient Beauty—may my soul be offered up
as a sacrifice for His loved ones—hath forewarned of the future
occurrence of violation and denial, and how His blessed heart
was filled with sorrow at this prospect. Behold now how the
arrows of hatred are flying from every direction and how high
the fire of sedition is blazing! No more than a few days had
elapsed since the Ascension, and Baha’u’llah’s blessed shroud
was not yet dry, when the violation of the Covenant and the
division of the believers were announced in the newspapers.
Among them, the newspaper Akhtar announced this division
immediately upon receiving news of the Ascension. See how
swift the Covenant-breakers were in their denial! Erelong shalt
thou find them in manifest loss! All praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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Lawh-i-’Ammih (Tablet to the Aunt)
To: Aunt of Abdu’l-Baha
Date: 1897 or <

He is the Dawning One from the Horizon of Sanctity!

The lights have shone forth, yet the people are in great blind-
ness. The mysteries have been revealed, yet mankind remains
in ancient bewilderment. The call has been raised, yet human-
ity is in profound deafness. The veils have been rent asunder,
yet the wicked remain behind a thick covering. The fragrances
have been wafted, yet those afflicted with colds are deprived
of this subtle perfume.

Alas for the stupors that are followed by regrets, succeeded by
sighs, accompanied by tears—may, burning coals in the heart
of the sorrowful one—for having been veiled from the manifest
Light, for having followed every wicked sinner, for having pur-
sued every heedless reprobate, and for having been cast into
the depths of hell like decomposed bones.

As for the sincere ones, they are in great joy, in lasting bliss,
and in a noble station, having attained unto the manifest Truth,
receiving glad tidings from God, promised the meeting with
their Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. By the splen-
dor of the Kingdom and the light of the Realm of Might! By
the life of God, this is indeed the magnificent bounty and the
beautiful gift.

O my thirst for that Kawthar and Salsabill O my yearning
to behold that smiling countenance and that brilliant, radi-
ant light! O leaf who art tried by separation from the Divine
Tree! Abandon the vain imaginings of every intimate dreamer
who wanders in the wilderness of frustration, who strays in the
desert of humiliation, blind and deaf like a heavy rock, and ex-
pose thyself to the divine fragrances. Be stirred by the breezes
of God at all times and in all conditions. Rejoice in the glad
tidings of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. Cast off these tattered
garments and don the new raiment from which emanates the
fragrance of Joseph’s garment of glory, whereby every blind
one will regain his sight through this new bounty.

; ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O my loving aunt! Stroll somewhat in the gardens of divine
mysteries and wade in the pools of infinite bounty. The eye
must be seeing and the ear must be hearing. The confirmation
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of the Abha Kingdom is essential and the inspiration of the
Concourse on High is vital. Observe how a thin veil prevents
the eye from beholding the Greatest Scene, and a light piece of
cotton deprives the ear from life-giving melodies. A headache
prevents the mind from comprehending universal meanings,
and a bubble makes consciousness oblivious to glorious signs.
A touch of moisture deprives the blocked nose from sweet fra-
grances, and a drop of lethal poison destroys the poisoned one.

Consider then how many are the veils of the human world
and how numberless are the coverings before the countenance
of truth - even light itself becomes a veil before the face of
revelation. For to the weak of sight, the light of the world-
illumining sun is the greatest veil, and its brilliant, radiant
rays become the supreme covering. The veiled one has cast
aside her covering.

As thou observest, the lights of the Sun of Truth have encom-
passed East and West, and the fame of His glory hath reached
the ears of both Orient and Occident. In all the gatherings and
assemblies of the world, mention of the Most Great Name is
the candle of every assembly, and His perfections and grandeur
are evident as the sun. Despite this, most of the people of Iran
are still submerged in endless sleep of heedlessness, although
the dawning-place of this brilliant Light was the land of Iran,
and the rising-point of this luminous Moon was the realm of
Tehran. O what regret for those who are heedless of this great
bounty! Strangers have become aware while friends remain
captive to the sleep of negligence.

The people of that land must arise with a pure heart and noble
character in manifest joy, and the inhabitants of that region
must be gathered in the world of God with perfect spirit and
fragrance in endless delight and happiness. They must clap and
dance, raising their cry of joy to the ethereal heaven, saying:
“Praise be to God that we are from the place of the Blessed Tree
and from the planting ground of the Tree of Mercy, from the
rising-point of the Luminous Moon and from the dawning-place
of the Brilliant Star in the ethereal heaven!” Yet a hundred
thousand regrets that they are unaware of this gift and settled
in the corner of heedlessness.

Although this is among divine traditions, and thou wilt never
find any change in His tradition. The people of Batha sought
to extinguish the Muhammadan lamp and obliterate the signs
of Ahmad. The people of Galilee, who were compatriots of the
Spirit (Christ), arose to block the gate of attainment. Though
they prevented the life-giving breezes of the Spirit from passing

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e 03V ol Mo iy ol g
fodalie 3l 1y e 33, Ol& § 4l
S e i e s Al e ST
S Jae Flhe &S 2y 2 50l Ol
Sy s £l -’)‘éjle%gél’f Sl
.CL‘JJD &)L)-\.{JJL'C A:la')m JL«.\>—‘
Go b 5 4l gy 2 psadn b O p ST
b Gl e bl & by disSe
sledy Ol |y cids e sl O
§ 4 335 speh dl O,y Ol
obol Cller QBT L5 L el s

s 1) ds 3

oo ol 8 Glae disMe sl

Ce g 0358 dblal 2 5 &5 Caa
w28 jaly b ol 58 IS
el ol 53 e Jole Al e 5o
Opr Ltlebis 5 ONE 5 col &) o8
358 O sl ) ol sl sy ol
S 35k 3 ame Ol iz Ol 5o
@\d)m} 54 Ol gl al{\:;«; o) B e
o BB o 8 e L Oligh GBI e 5y
0Lk 5 wiz8 SLi s e el Jadl s
85 pls ol
)Jﬁﬁfﬁjﬁthﬁﬁ\dTJn\,gl{
JE L OLLT 08 5 6,8 Srnn (o 3
Oler 53 UL sy 5 59w 2 O 5 )
OLSTel 5 QbS5 wof ysae Ol
A aH 8 sl o iy o ab fo
“amys e 3l WIS L oy e
S s G ) e oy e 51 4l
Cap Ul j‘wf O e Ol Ao s A
s A2 Fay 5y 5o 5 K

g A2 5 ol abl G 3 ) 4
Wb sdo 53 1y i 7l bk Jol S
e ol el 2z 55 1y gam s 5 sy
£ Pl Koy ) & byt
22 o S Slonis §1 dlls,

95



Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00025

over the blessed spot, yet it spread through East and West.
And though they held back the sweet fragrance of God’s rose-
garden from rising in the Valley of Tuwa, yet it diffused through
the North and South of the world.

Glory be to God! What mystery was this, and what wisdom
was this, that strangers became familiar while the familiar be-
came strangers? The Qurayshi chief remained deprived while
Ethiopian Bilal became an intimate. I swear by the Ancient
Beauty that soon the descendants of the people of Iran will for-
get the recklessness of their fathers and will come into intense
fervor and excitement that they are honored by this connection
and exalted by this virtue, immersed in the sea of favor and
regarded by the eye of grace.

O kind aunt! Awaken those who sleep and bring consciousness
to those who are unconscious!

Guide the heedless to reason and knowledge, and enkindle
those who are dejected with the flame of the love of God and
the light of the knowledge of God. That is, first drink thou
thyself this cup of bounty from the hand of the Cup-Bearer of
grace, and then give others to drink. Taste thou this honey
of guidance from the source of sweetness, and then let others
taste thereof. When the Beauty of the All-Merciful’s imprison-
ment, fetters and heavy chains in Tehran came to an end, and
the friends attained the honor of His presence, what bounties
and favors He showered upon that kind aunt, both during the
days in Iraq and in other lands, and in this Most Great Prison
until the final days before His ascension. Whenever the An-
cient Beauty would make mention of that aunt, signs of favor
would appear upon His blessed countenance. Forget not those
favors, and let not that divine melody fade from thy hearing.
Praise be to God, thou didst witness that wave of the ocean of
grace, and didst behold those life-giving smiles, and didst hear
those words, and didst taste that honey of life. Say: how didst
thou manage to tear thy heart away?

5 O kind aunt! Be fair and do not transform that grace into mere

hearsay, nor let slip that divine gift into a mere tale. Exchange
not that living water for bitter dregs, nor compare that sweet
drink to the mirage of delusion. Weigh not that luminous moon
against a paltry thing. The Sun of Truth remains not concealed
behind the doubts of bat-like souls, nor can the cobwebs of vain
imaginings veil the radiant countenance of the All-Merciful.
This is the Divine Standard, raised at the world’s pole; this
is the Sacred Sign, dawning from the horizon of possibility.
This is the Most Great Ocean whose waves reach to the zenith,
and the mighty hosts that surge forth from the Most Glorious
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Kingdom in constant waves, reviving dead bones with holy
fragrances. This is the army of salvation that breaks the ranks
of the forces of darkness; these are the breezes from the gardens
of unity that give life to the people of detachment, and the
ambered fragrance from the meadows of certitude that is the
musk-laden scent of the gazelles of the highest heaven.

O kind aunt! Tell the heedless to be fair: Has there ever ap-
peared, from the beginning of creation until now, such a lumi-
nous Manifestation with such supreme greatness and manifest
glory that could give rise to doubt and hesitation? Consider
how other Manifestations each confronted a people or tribe,
or engaged in dispute and battle. Thus Abraham confronted
Nimrod the rejected and his obstinate people; Moses became
the target of the arrows of the vile Pharaoh; Jesus fell into the
snare of the obstinate and denying Jews; the Pride of the Mes-
sengers was afflicted by a tribe of highway robbers; and the
Bab—may my soul be sacrificed for Him—fell prey to the claws
of the predatory Shi’ih.

7 Asto the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name—my spirit

be a sacrifice to the dust beneath His feet—alone and single,
manifest and evident, without helper or defender, He, by His
blessed Self, confronted all governments and peoples, and with-
stood all who dwelt upon the earth. Like the shining sun was
He, and like a radiant candle in every assembly. Ever did He
tear away the veils and raise aloft the standard, and make His
breast the target for the shafts of hostile factions. Never did
He withdraw behind a curtain, nor become a wandering men-
dicant with bowl in hand, bewildered, distracted, and fugitive.
In no land did He find for a moment repose, nor upon any night
did He rest upon the couch of ease or pillow of security. No
morning brought Him tranquillity of soul, and no evening did
He behold peace of mind. Beneath chains did He lift up His
call, and under fetters and shackles did He raise His cry. From
the beginning of the Cause until the day of His ascension, He
remained afflicted at the hands of stubborn peoples.

In Tihran, when He was delivered from the bonds of impris-
onment and turned His face away from His native land, and
by irrevocable decree was banished from His country, in ‘Iraqg-
i-*‘Arab He became renowned throughout the horizons of East
and West, and was brought into travail and hardship with all
peoples. He threw open the door and uttered a universal sum-
mons.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b S s Ll by S &
M\r.\?ﬁ; p,ﬁ): @C\Q}Qlﬂj\dfcﬁw\
Cl Ol S SRC RS Sloedy
Fle Al S e S50 §
sy d ol g2 § ol s
(5t 280 8l R P e o
Gl e OV 2

ol § Lo 0%l 0l e *aem) o)
b i J2 b opla) Oy )T e
ohe Iy (oS Cabie Ol 6
Sel s osh 2ol Jeh b S sl
Slyseh Sl § 48 Y :.\f .s;j
Lyt caglie B Ly 5 LK a
O a5 4l dol2 s
5 2Bl sge ed g g5 20 L s
Jé‘f@ﬂi’f}(“%‘“.’”ﬁgg’f"
3ol 5= 5y sle (-\: 23 Ty S
Jeter 58 51 Sy e ooy b &
o J-’Jﬂ\du’v) Jol & > -’:‘-’f
i8S and pl 2

Tu) e s el o 5 0 i U
(e 32U Q);OAT;WTS.’\}T.\:’);\J}
356 oy dos mem b dilie SHle i
o O 5§ u")iy‘é;;‘h@)u-‘}
dé\ﬁjclaucédﬁjéxﬁw
e g S By éﬁ 5 SNl e Al
ey, & -l Ol el S |y
5 OIS s Ol s e d K287 4, Al
03 o s el (23 G 03 Sul B
e B Al el ol ooy
Oy oy 5L2 g 5 3L Ol il
Jedle O s 5 58 16 st ) 5o 4
3 gm0 rxb/\},\g)'\ syl oL p dMel
59 Mew 350 r\}\ Cawd 3

Sh s 2l by Ol Ay 5 O Olgb s
RN ATl o SR R SRS PIRNEY
S G BB fe s op Gl e s A
;l:é\@,%ﬁ&@h;%

sls ;-h: > })‘:ﬁf Iy s

97

16



19

N

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00025

All the learned and the divines of divers peoples rushed forth,
arose in objection and disputation, and cast forth their doubts.
Each one heard a clear reply, beheld a decisive proof, and
received consummate arguments. From every branch of knowl-
edge they inquired, and propounded abstruse questions and
difficult matters, and heard in return answers sufficient and
satisfying—so much so that all acknowledged it, and confessed
His unbounded knowledge. No soul came into the Most Holy
Presence save that it was convinced, and no learned man put
forth a question save that he confessed and admitted His great-
ness. Although He was alone and peerless, and His helpers and
defenders were but a few weak souls, He cast such an earth-
quake into the foundations of ‘Iraq that He kept the people of
hypocrisy ever fearful and alarmed. So penetrating was His
majesty into their very veins and nerves that in Karbila and
Najaf, even at midnight, no man dared utter calumny, nor
ventured upon insolence and outrage. Until at last all sects
and peoples united together, and the feet of governments were
brought into the matter; from ‘Iraq the migration took place
unto the Great City. And the bearing, the conduct, the detach-
ment, the dignity, and the majesty of the Ancient Beauty—
through the testimony of the Sadr-i-A’zam—have assuredly
reached your hearing.

Glory be to God! Although Mirza Husayn Khan, who was then
the Persian Ambassador to Turkey, strove with utmost effort
to bring about this exile, he nevertheless took pride before
friend and stranger in the Blessed Being and the excellent de-
portment and conduct of the Ancient Beauty, whether in Iraq,
Constantinople, or this Most Great Prison. Observe how mag-
nificent the Cause is! The grace is in what even the enemies
have testified to.

In any case, after the great city, they sent the Ancient Beauty
to Bulgaria and the Slavic lands so that this Call might be com-
pletely silenced and these lights spreading from the Dayspring
of the horizons might be utterly extinguished and hidden. How-
ever, that Essence of being manifested in His place of exile
with such tremendous power and mighty strength that fear
and dread overtook the hearts of the people of those regions,
lest this flame become world-consuming in that land and this
divine kindled fire become all-encompassing. Through consul-
tations between the Ambassador and the Grand Vizier, it was
decided to confine the Ancient Beauty in the Most Great Prison
and cast Him into the corner of forgetfulness.

When that Sun of the Horizon of the All-Merciful shone forth
from the dawning-place of the prison, the lights of His grandeur
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reached all horizons. Tablets to kings were revealed and severe
addresses reached Napoleon and the renowned President. In
brief, the greatness of the Cause was so manifestly revealed
in the Most Great Prison that whoever attained His presence
imagined it was sovereignty. In His sacred presence all necks
were bowed and all heads were lowered. All peoples and na-
tions stood in complete submission, and all tribes and com-
munities acknowledged and confessed to the Ancient Beauty’s
nobility, greatness, lofty station and exalted rank, though not
as befitting and proper.

O kind aunt! The world of possibility is stirred by the life-
giving breeze of your noble brother, and the world-reflecting
mirror of existence is illumined and distinguished by the rays of
His countenance. The fame of His nobility has echoed through
the highest heaven and the melody of His charm has reached
the realm of the exalted ones. Would it be fair for a leaf of His
blessed tree to remain deprived and a fruit of His goodly tree
to be excluded? No, by God! That honored aunt must be the
chief among the sacred leaves and an illumined candle in the
gathering of attracted handmaidens. She must be a clear sign
in the Book of the Exalted Ones and an illustrious inscription
in the scroll of the assured ones.

I swear by the Most Great Name that these words were written
and these expressions were uttered with utmost longing.

5 O kind aunt! This wanderer in the wilderness of the love of

God, due to the special affection held for that kind aunt since
early childhood, has undertaken to pen these words and com-
pose these passages. I tell you what must be conveyed - do
you remember how attached I was to you in childhood and in-
fancy? And now, by the sacred dust and the circling-place of
the Supreme Concourse, I still hold the utmost love, and for
this reason I feel grief and regret.

26 O loving aunt! While time remains, seize the opportunity and

sell not the divine Joseph for a paltry few pieces of silver. The
company of Joseph is better than counted coins. In this station
there are souls who become the cause of veiling and the rea-
son for concealing that sun-like countenance. With but little
observation, the stations and conditions of every soul become
clear and evident through their conduct and behavior.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S\ 3 015 s 31 oy ) ol of &
Sohe Dl 5y oy GO phedie 150 58
o0 3 05kl 4 o Olllas 5 23l Jyy
el o) Cabis ()b d gy e
ﬂ\o&ﬁ{ﬁﬁmrﬁﬁ\f)n
D) by ssete il o€ i
ol B 85 B el g ey sk
S sy e ey Cubie 6180
A Sy 5l s 5 o
& JJLC .4&\.:4)
5 pole ol 5 0K Ol waF ol
sloler =afl 5 35l s Oyl ol
Cwe OB Ry ey gy O Oler
‘o}\}\} Praapy UJJ&MWJD u}.la uﬂ»)\;)j
ol oLl U 0! (e Ol 5o 2 45
3 Sl e G 2oy ) 34
By ¥ 35 a2 lagh o 5l Qo f
M:XILA C)B)) "A.Z.lofw .4\3'1.! Mj.s’- ;¢::6T
A{Ja;lﬁ C)\):\g Of"\)} Cﬁ-}}\ c“;’j .L.:/La
Slge b 43 5 a2l (e Wl gl OB 5o

(:E.ao\,;:«
@\of#qv)afrla;\prf.é
Sl m olle ol s 1 2 ol

A 2 Gl taylyl o) Ol e taF
OL cdsib s 3 8 sopaz Cf i
ol OUE ) A il Ol e ted
2l op v’“f_d-*fw ohle o S
s b U e &Ko g bl B3 L2
W@>%¢;ﬁﬂb;§>;ﬁ.§
Sl 5 Sle i g2 55 OV a2l
S A5 s b a2 I el S

b oo ol 3L 2By b O caF (]
oE R B e Cay sl s
S Gy S e 035dan aly
T (su.b,\)z 03 g dns r.n\)z 3gdns r.n\)g
g&;&k;&;ﬁg@a\wgm
358 da>Se Jx\f\ ude_g- 33) ol
Ssl J‘;)j‘sw'ﬁﬁfif“) lelas

355 syt s £l

99

24

25



28

29

- O pure aunt!

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO00025

You know that this servant has no reproach-
ing tongue and has never uttered a word of criticism toward
anyone. However, these few words are necessarily a statement
of truth, not reproach or weakness. Observe the movements
and stillness, the ranks and stations, the ascent and descent of
souls, and examine carefully their conduct and behavior - the
reality of each soul will become manifest and evident, requiring
no proof or witness.

O honored aunt! The luminous moon must have evident rays,
and the brilliant lamp must have ethereal light. The mighty
ocean must have pearl-scattering waves, and the Phoenix of
the ancient realm must have a radiant soaring height. The rain
cloud needs spring bounty, and the morning breeze needs life-
giving fragrances. The goodly tree brings forth succulent fruit,
and the pure spring yields sweet water. The Christ-like spirit
bestows eternal life, and the Mosaic staff becomes the manifest
serpent. Thus it becomes clear that the sun must have rays,
and the rose garden must have amber-diffusing fragrance. The
sea must have mighty waves, and the Phoenix must have a
lofty flight. The manifestation of the Divine Unity is solely
for the revival of spirits in a new creation, and the dawning
of the Sun of Reality is purely for education and progress in
all degrees in this glorious age. Despite this, how can souls
of darkness who themselves need an educator, protector, and
helper, become educators of the horizons and providers of the
Covenant? No, by God!

“The essence that has found no existence from the Life-Giver,
How can it ever become a bestower of existence?”

The sick cannot become a physician, and the weak cannot be-
come a skilled doctor. In the Qur’an it is said: “They call
upon that which can neither harm nor benefit them. That
is extreme error. They call upon one whose harm is nearer
than his benefit - how wretched a patron and how wretched an
associate.”

One must be fair - how can we expect someone who has failed
in educating their own children, family, and dependents to ed-
ucate the peoples of the world? Is there the slightest doubt in
this matter? No, by God! You are fully aware and cognizant of
how things are, yet some still obscure the matter to themselves
and create confusion.

O beloved aunt! The sons of some claimants who call them-
selves educators of all and consider themselves the pivot of
the greatest sphere sought refuge in this blessed spot. They
wrote, to the best of their ability, treatises about their faith
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and certitude, presenting proofs for the Blessed Cause and the
falsity of all else. These writings exist in their own handwriting
with Khadijih Sultan, the handmaiden of God. But I swear by
the blessed dust, I became so embarrassed by their conduct,
behavior, and training, and so ashamed before strangers and
kin alike, that I had to compel them to return. Now consider
how when the source is mixed with clay - that is, when the
water from the spring is muddied - how can it bring purity
and become the cause of life? “So take heed, O people of in-
sight!” Is it fair to be deprived of a pure drop from the sea
of life and sweet waters, and to be veiled by a spark from the
world-illuminating sun? No, by God! No, by God! No, by
God!

O wise aunt! I swear by the circumambulation point of the
Concourse on High that in intelligence, understanding, reason,
and wisdom, you surpass others who claim to be the pivot of
the Merciful’s world. A child whom you had nurtured in the
embrace of love and affection bore no resemblance to his other
brothers in any respect and accepted no such comparison.

O dear aunt! Let us suppose that some do not know Arabic
and do not recognize eloquence and rhetoric, and cannot dis-
tinguish between correct and incorrect speech in that language,
and thus the matter becomes confused for them. The Persian
poems, including odes, lyrics, and epic verses that are avail-
able should suffice. By God, what harmful zeal and fervor is
this that has blinded eyes and deafened ears! Glory be to God,
what mystery is this? After all, since the Bab (may my spirit
be sacrificed for Him), what signs of power and greatness have
appeared from anyone else that could become a veil from be-
holding the Sun of Truth? This despite the fact that the Bab
(may the spirit of all worlds be sacrificed for Him) explicitly
states: “Beware, beware lest thou be veiled by the Vahid of the
Bayan, for he is but a creature before Him” - and the Vahid
of the Bayan consists of the eighteen Letters of the Living and
the nineteenth being the Bab Himself. Consider how He says
not to be veiled by Me and My Letters, and do not make your
faith dependent upon our acceptance and approval. Among
these Letters was Quddus, in whose shadow, according to the
text of the Bayan, are thirteen Vahids of mirrors.

O kind aunt! Traverse for a while in the gardens of the Bab’s
utterances (may the spirit of existence be sacrificed for His
oppression), and read and recite some of the gates of the Bayan,
and ponder deeply what He says in various instances about the
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stations, conditions, and realities of the mirrors, so that the
truth of the matter may become evident as the sun.

i O My Aunt! Until when wilt thou remain immersed in slumber

and recline upon thy couch? Awaken from thy drowsiness and
commit thyself to humility and submissiveness. By God, the
Truth! Verily the sun hath risen, the clouds have poured forth
their bounty, the winds have been stirred up, and the earth
hath been quickened, swelled, and brought forth every kind
of joyous growth. If thou wouldst hearken with an attentive
ear, by God, thou wouldst hear the trumpet-blast from the
Concourse on High in remembrance of thy Most Glorious Lord.
Can a mere brook suffice thee in place of the Sweet Water
Sea? Can the croaking of the raven content thee instead of the
screech of the eagle? Can the buzzing of the fly benefit thee in
place of the cooing of the Dove? Can a shelter of dry stubble
protect thee from mighty and tremendous hosts? Can deadly
poison and the mirage of the desert cure and quench thy severe
illness and thirst in a far-off wilderness? Nay, by thy Glorious
Lord, Who hath brought forth the new creation and bestowed
penetrating vision upon every penitent servant possessed of a
sound heart and noble character.
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To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Mazandaran
Date: 1897 or <

God is Most Glorious! O thou who art attracted by the
fragrances of God! The Beauty of the Most Glorious God
hath indeed been manifested from the Sinai of Revelation,
the Dawning-place of Light, the Tree of the Mount, and hath
shone upon the horizons with the radiance of the Covenant,
and hath gleamed, flashed, appeared, and shed its effulgence
upon existence through the light of servitude. Through it,
souls were gladdened, breasts were dilated, faces beamed with
joy, and hearts were quickened. The people of concord arose
and called out to the denizens of all regions, passing round the
cup of the Covenant in the gathering of radiance. They were
intoxicated and inebriated with the wine of divine knowledge,
and were made to sway by the wafting of the breezes of
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acceptance, the shining of the lights of attainment, and the
diffusion of the fragrances of thy Lord, the All-Loving.

The Center of the Covenant arose with such servitude as the
eye of existence had never witnessed, supplicating, humbling
himself, imploring, standing in devotion before God, the Lord
of the worlds. He cast his face upon the dust of lowliness and
brokenness, rubbing his forehead in the dust of supplication
and entreaty, saying: “O Lord! Make firm my steps upon the
path of servitude at Thy exalted Threshold. Verily, Thou art
the Most High!”

In all the times of the appearance of the Holy Manifestations,
which was the station of the eternal particles and the Day of
“Am I not your Lord?”, the goblets of the Covenant were passed
round and the Light of the Testament shone forth. Yet the Cen-
ter of the Covenant was generally unknown, among the elect
it was symbolic and preserved and protected, and among the
masses it was unknown. For instance, Christ (may my spirit
be sacrificed for Him) raised the banner of a Covenant whose
Center was the Pride of the Messengers (Muhammad, may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him), yet it remained symbolic, veiled,
and unknown until after a thousand years and more when it
was manifested and it was said that this Muhammadan Rev-
elation was the Center of the Christian Covenant. They said
that Center of the Covenant would be realized through certain
signs and conditions which, in their imaginings, none appeared
and none of those conditions were witnessed. Therefore they
grew proud.

But in this mighty Dispensation and this glorious Cycle, praise
be to God, the Center of the Covenant is visible and known,
and the pivot of the Testament is clear and manifest to all. The
people of all regions are universally witnesses to the Covenant,
and East and West are aware of the Testament of the Day-
Star of the horizons. Despite this, a few who were nurtured in
the cradle have endeavored to break this Covenant, and some
children have arisen to overthrow the edifice of the Testament.
Alas! Alas! How small is their station and how great their
pride!

In brief, they utter words of unity while each considers himself
a partner and associate with the Truth. In the blessed days
they whispered claims of divinity and heard in response: “Be
thou cast out! Verily, thou art accursed!” Your honor is aware
of the secret utterances of some of them who were in the pride
of Nimrod, filled with all manner of hatred and envy, worship-
ping naught but their own desires and seeking no god but their
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own selves. In all conditions they thought only of themselves
and stung everyone with their venom.

; Now these souls and these embryonic children have imagined

confused dreams and spread false rumors that the Manifesta-
tion of supreme servitude and the Dawning-place of poverty
and evanescence has, God forbid, undertaken a matter totally
contrary to His true disposition and opposed to His sincere be-
lief - namely, the persistence of existence and the witness of
His own being. This despite the fact that from this pen and
tongue until now, nothing has been uttered except absolute
servitude and complete evanescence, and in all conditions He
has been prostrate in the dust and turning toward the Lord of
verses.

In short, through these false rumors they seek to trouble the
minds of the weak ones and throw the hearts of the friends
into confusion. Therefore, your honor in those regions must
arise with divine power, spiritual might, steadfastness in the
Covenant, divine firmness, spiritual fragrances, and heavenly
confirmation, becoming like a wall of steel so that Gog of vio-
lation and Magog of commotion cannot make a breach or open
a hole to spread their foul odor and cause the weak souls to
slip.

I swear by the Educator of the seen and unseen that such
hosts support the firm ones that the armies of East and West
cannot resist or oppose them. Some of the friends had writ-
ten that they desired to circumambulate the gathering-place
of the Supreme Concourse. They are permitted and accepted.
Hasten to this watering-place! Hasten to this bounty that is
bestowed!
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To: Siyyid Husayn Jahrumi
Date: 1897 or <

Praise be to Him Who passed round the cups of guidance in the
gathering of the people of fidelity, and gave them to drink of the
wine of bounty until they became intoxicated with the sweet
nectar, and spoke in praise, and were drawn to the luminous
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garden, and derived light from the fire kindled in the Tree of
Sinai, and heard the call of God from that green Tree, and
fell unconscious in the place of revelation near the Most Holy
Sanctuary. Then they recovered when the call was repeated
from the Most Glorious Horizon, and were resurrected from the
grave of self and desire with a white hand, and were assisted
by a manifest sovereignty among the people. May my soul be a
sacrifice for them! May my spirit be a sacrifice for them! May
my very being be a sacrifice for them! For they hastened to the
place of sacrifice and offered up their souls in the path of God,
and were not deterred by the blame of any blamer in their love
for the Most Exalted Beauty. Upon them be greetings, and
upon them be glory and praise!

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The gleaming of the
Daystar of effulgence hath spread like the rays of dawn across
the horizons, and the darkness of ignorance and discord hath
been obliterated. When the Most Great Luminary shone forth
from the horizon of the world, its light spread throughout all re-
gions, and now its effects have become manifest. The ignorant
people in that time were captives of doubts and suppositions,
and when they heard the blessed utterance, they would mock
and ridicule, saying how could this exile to Iraq kindle a flame
to the horizons, and what power hath this oppressed soul to
establish a divine foundation and a celestial palace? Now it
hath become clear and evident that His utterance was a clear
proof and His path was the straight path. The opponents, like
insects, crept into the corner of regret and reached manifest
loss. The Beauty of the Divine Unity drew aside the veil and
appeared at the pole of the horizons. The divine call encom-
passed East and West, and caused commotion and upheaval in
Orient and Occident.

Despite this, a few insects again began to struggle, and like bats
desired the darkness over the Sun of the Covenant, and like
dung beetles detested the garden of the Covenant and became
attached to the foul odor of the furnace of violation. What
ignorance is this! What bewilderment! What heedlessness and
what folly! What blindness and what remoteness! Alas for
what they have neglected in the Cause of God, and have cast
themselves into manifest loss!

Now the divine friends in that region must completely forget
these matters and say “Leave them to their vain discourse and
play.” They must engage in teaching the Cause of God, estab-
lish proofs for the eternal glory of the Most Glorious Beauty,
guide others to the path, raise high the mention of the Glori-
ous Lord, and like Israfil breathe new life into hearts and souls.
This is the magnet of divine confirmation, this is the attractive
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force in this new cycle, this is the supreme means, this is the
cause of attaining to the most exalted vision, this is the star
that never sets, the lamp that never dims, and the sea that
never rests. Upon thee be greetings and praise!

5 O Lord, Lord! Praise be to Thee for having broken the wings of
the birds of night and prevented their flight, and for having dis-
pelled the darkness and manifested the dawn of guidance with
brilliant rays upon the horizons. Thanks be to Thee for hav-
ing raised the standard and proclaimed the call, and for having
granted success in righteousness and saved from wretchedness,
and for having passed round the cup of purity and given all
to drink from the wine of fidelity, and intoxicated them in the
gathering of reunion. O Lord! Tongues are powerless to praise,
and souls fall short in gratitude for the tables spread and the
bounties bestowed, while eyes are fixed upon the light dawn-
ing from the Most Glorious Horizon. O Lord! Assist us in Thy
service, and enable us to serve at Thy threshold, and grant us
the fruits of the tree of Thy knowledge, and admit us into the
garden of Thy gift, and cause us to abide in the paradise of Thy
oneness, and make us Thy distinguished servants in Thy Cause
and the inheritors of Thy Prophets and Messengers - honored
servants who speak not until He hath spoken and who act by
His command. O Lord! Guide the deprived multitude and the
sinful band, and deliver them from the depths of passion, and
save them from the seas of wretchedness, and illumine their
faces with the light of the Covenant, and make them signs of
love shining upon the horizons, and remove the chains from
their necks. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Mighty, the
Bestower, and verily Thou art the Merciful, the Lord of great
bounty. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Most High.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1897 or <

O sighing bird! The moaning and groaning, the sighs and
lamentations of the nightingales are acceptable, beloved and
pleasing - that is why the response is delayed due to lack of
time, so that you may come to sighs and cries, and sing with
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your wonderful melodies in the rose garden. The dawn cry of
a thousand nightingales is sweeter, and the morning wail and
lament of the dove in the garden of love is better and more
pleasing. I do not write a reply so that you may raise your cry
and lamentation and open the book of complaints.

O fairminded one! You have seen with your own eyes that I do
not have a moment’s leisure and not an instant’s rest. Despite
this, how do you complain? You must certainly pay a penalty!

A letter in reply to Ihtisham’ul-Udaba will be written.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The contents of thy
sweet letter became known and understood. However much
thou mayest wail and lament, the right is with thee. The
thirsty one seeketh the fountain of Salsabil, and the afflicted
searcheth for spiritual healing. The chameleon desireth the
sun’s rays, and the nightingale yearneth to behold the beauty
of the rose. And however much it may cry and lament, it is
excused, praised and justified. Therefore thy lamentation had
a powerful effect and thy cry raised a mighty commotion.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is that at every moment He may be en-
gaged in the remembrance of the friends and occupied with
the mention of the loved ones. But cares and troubles are to
such a degree as cannot be described. Especially for some time
His health was in utmost weakness, and multiple chronic ail-
ments were present. Praise be to God, through the grace and
favor of the Blessed Beauty, all were removed, and during these
past months there was some slackening in correspondence. Al-
though one line sufficeth, and one word indicateth the utmost
favor, thou art ever mentioned in the realm of heart and soul.
And we beseech the endless favors of the Blessed Beauty that
thou mayest be assisted in the greatest service and confirmed
in diffusing the divine fragrances, that thou mayest speak with
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eloquent tongue and express with fluent speech, and in spiri-
tual gatherings mayest make such utterance as to manifest the
mysteries of expression.

The intent of the word “fairness”® was jest, not harshness. In

moments of spiritual attraction in the realm of heart and soul,
one desireth to jest and inclineth to playfulness. As at the time
of writing, heartfelt emotions were stirred, therefore jesting
and pleasantry occurred. Rest assured that the very act of
jesting is evidence of the gladdening of spirits, and of this there
is no doubt. Therefore give thanks unto God that such pleasant
jesting was made with thee, and this is proof of the utmost
spiritual love.

Praise be to God, His Imperial Majesty the Shah, preserved
and protected, hath returned to the seat of sovereignty, and
during this journey conducted himself in every land in such
manner as caused the joy and delight of these wanderers, for he
moved with utmost dignity, composure, kindness and nobility.
The friends of God, in gratitude for this kingly virtue, must
show the utmost effort in obedience, submission, well-wishing
and service to the royal throne, and be occupied day and night
with prayers for His Imperial Majesty the Shah. During the
royal absence it was necessary that the friends move with the
utmost wisdom. Now that he hath returned, the presence of
the king preventeth the audacity of the contemptible, the base
and the wicked. Assuredly the friends of God pass their days
in perfect rest and tranquility. One must truly appreciate the
consideration of such a loving king, that it may become the
manifestation of “If ye are grateful, I will surely increase you,”
meaning that the Lord of Might will increase this great bounty.

5 Furthermore, convey with utmost longing my greetings to all
the friends and say: O ye who are firm in the Covenant, show
ye enthusiasm! O ye loving friends, manifest ye attraction and
eagerness! O ye who are enamored of the Blessed Beauty, raise
ye cries and lamentations! And O ye who are intoxicated with
the wine of the primordial covenant, display ye joy and rap-
ture! Let not time slip away and count ye the opportunity
as precious. A time will come when they will yearn for but
a moment of these days. Now, praise be to God, ye are in
this continuous felicity. Consider how much gratitude ye must
show, what a flame ye must kindle, what a light ye must ignite,
and what a cry ye must raise. The dispirited one is as dead,

3AB11922.
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the dejected one is not praiseworthy, the silent one is not elo-
quent, the sleeping one is not wakeful, the heedless one is not
aware. The comfort of the soul lies in burning with the fire of
the love of the All-Merciful, and the tranquility of conscience
in bearing hardship in the path of the Beloved. And upon ye
be glory.

M Oliey Coly 5 ol Ol o2k
;@\&,otgw,sw

INBA79.024, BSHN.140.479.01x

AB00625

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt
Date: 1897 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the propagation of His
Covenant and the exaltation of His Word throughout all re-
gions! With utmost humility, contrition, submission, bowing,
prostration, standing in prayer and supplication do I beseech
the Most Glorious Kingdom - with wings lowered and face
pressed to the dust - to reinforce thee with hosts from on high
and armies of inspiration, that thou mayest charge forth in bat-
tle and roar as lions in the thickets, and thunder like peals of
lightning in the heavens, and conquer the cities of hearts and
fortresses of souls through successive waves of verses blazing
with the fire of proofs, until thou burnest away the veils and
rendest asunder the clouds of glory. By thy life! Thy Lord will
verily assist thee, make thee successful, and spread thy writings
throughout all ages and centuries. This is indeed the manifest
triumph, the great victory, and the near success - nearer to
thee than thy life-vein.

As for drawing swords and brandishing blades between the
ranks, the clash of weapons and the slaying of thousands -
this is an abhorrent, reprehensible and ill-omened matter in
this praised age and century which is the most luminous jewel
adorning the crowns of centuries. And upon thee be the glory
of thy Living, Self-Subsisting Lord....
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To: Baha’is of Mahfurujok, in Mahfuruzak
Date: 1897 or <

O ye friends of God! O ye favoured ones at the Threshold of
the One Who transcendeth all limitations!

That distinguished martyr, like unto a lucky star, shineth from
the dawning-place of divine unity, luminous, resplendent and
unmistakable, though mortal eyes are debarred from beholding
him. With his face beaming with light, with a luminous brow
and enthralling beauty, he is calling aloud from the summit of
the heaven of glory, saying:

O my friends! O honoured ones! T quaffed the cup that brim-
meth over with the consummate bounty of God and tasted
the sweetness of the Abha Kingdom even from the edge of the
sword. I have divested myself of my wornout garments and
raised up my banner in the realm of glory. From the world of
dust till the heights of the heavens I spurred on the charger of
martyrdom and from this luminous horizon I call out and say:

O my loved ones! The portals of His most great favour are
flung open and the hearts of the people of Baha are dilated
with joy. The chalice of His bounty is being borne round and
the sweet melodies of the birds of the all-highest Paradise reach
every receptive ear. The reviving breeze wafting from the gar-
den of the Abha Kingdom is laden with perfume and everyone
who hath suffered long is granted intimate communion within
the retreats of the Lord of Truth. From the Threshold of the
Almighty, the All-Wise, His summons hath gone forth unto all
men, and from the realm of the Concourse on high the voice
of glad-tidings: Happy are ye! is continually raised.”

5 Know ye the excellence of this gracious favour, and esteem the
value of this precious gift. The outpourings of the mercy of
God are copious like unto a boundless ocean and the mani-
fold blessings of the Abha Beauty are shed abroad even as the
radiance of the shining moon. Were ye to know how great
is the revelation of this bounty, how plenteous the gifts that
have been vouchsafed, I swear by the ravishing beauty of the
Abha Beloved and by the soul-stirring smile of that peerless
Charmer of hearts, that ye would dance with delight in your
eagerness to lay down your lives and would leap with joy as
ye hasten to the field of sacrifice. Ye would raise, with one
hand the brimful cup of self-sacrifice, and with the other the
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laurel of the supreme bounty successfully won. Thus in the
arena of renunciation while uttering the triumphal cry: Great
is our blessedness! Great is our blessedness! Happy are we!
Happy are we! ye will attain the desire of your hearts, the
most glorious martyrdom.

i O ye friends of my heart and soul! Slumber not for a moment;

relax not nor linger for an instant. In a spirit of exceeding joy
and gladness, with unswerving constancy in the Covenant and
the Testament of the ever-forgiving Lord and in anticipation
of attaining His luminous horizon, make the greatest effort to
diffuse His sweet savours and bend your energies to promote
His Cause. Be ye heralds of the Covenant and bearers of the
glad-tidings of His Testament. Receive your portion from the
breast of His grace, and with high resolve exert your utmost
endeavour. Be set aglow with the fire of the love of God, and
raise the anthem of jubilation with the full enthusiasm of your
heart and soul, so that ye may become intimately familiar with
His Call and be initiated into divine knowledge and wisdom.

This world is the empire of the spiritual sovereignty of the Abha
Beauty, and this realm is the seat where the mighty throne of
the Kingdom of the Exalted One is established. Its effulgent
sun, its shining moon never set, its brilliant stars never fade,
its bright horizon is never overcast. Its oceans surge and its
birds soar in the heights. Its streams are living waters, soft-
flowing rivers of immortality. Its trees are saplings planted in
the orchard of the Lord of Glory. Its dominion is the immen-
sity of the realm of the placeless, and its territory the domain
of the abiding joy is attainment unto the presence of the ever-
forgiving Lord. Its sustenance is the liberal bounty that His
adored Beauty hath bestowed. Its chalice is the cup tempered
at the Camphor Fountain, its designation, the Expanse of Eter-
nal Life, a life that transcendeth the limitations of countless
ages.

O my friends! This is the Call of the Covenant. This is the
Dispensation of the Well-Beloved of all mankind. This is the
gift that the Day-Star of the world hath graciously given. This
is the revelation of His incorruptible grace, the manifestation
of His perpetual assistance, the evidence of the power that is
born of God and the potency of the bestowals proffered by the
All-Merciful. What else do ye want? What else do ye expect?
Which path do ye tread? Be quick, be quick! O companions!
hurry, hurry! O ye loved ones! And upon ye be His glory!

BRL_FIRE AB#06

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

w;wgiwd‘o}didbhd\
sosm s A IR LK GG dele
g Aol 5 5 0y Bl 5 dge st
Bo7 005 AS Al Ol 3 5, 3L
5 a4 e s 4 Gl sl A1
L3S0 o IS b ule ) Ol
Js s Olr 4 5 it Al 2 A s
O pdd s 43S G e g baty 2

u’:’f} J\)J\

Ol s cilale Ol Ol
M) el & Ca S s e e
d#l 0o Y FSE o p Oaagpe JUb
Oh BB Jai Ogsge pble et
SENSST RN S TRC ST ST
Sl Jarel 5 gl B ) 5 el
St e Oy FL Bl Al
Ol Olgr 4528 sl OGN s
Olosd lokle jy2 0y G Sy
085 Ll O Lk See dls
25 O e ) Ol e e

B

a5 el Bl Sl KL e 0L )
B2 5 o Copse s GBI s e
O Oyl Cadde w389 St A
%i; Sy O g c;;s 7y
DNl (B dar 5 5 W 4g 5 sl
A5 Sl LIl Sl ol L i

Sk

MMEKA4#165 p.181, NANU_AB#07

111

6

oo


http://www.bahai.org/r/540495603
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-184.html
https://www.bahai.org/r/171292748

ot

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB00814

AB00814

Date: 1897 or <

God the Exalted said in the clear Qur’an and the wise Re-
membrance: “When the sun is folded up, and when the stars
fall”

O bewildered leaf! Know that the sun is the luminous dawn-
breaking planet and the radiant-beaming star, the most famous
of stars and greatest of planets in its realm. With the appear-
ance of the Great Resurrection and the Supreme Calamity and
the Hour’s arrival, verily the suns shall be folded up and the
stars scattered and the moon split - this is one of the secrets
of the continuous gathering and a symbol concealed from the
sight of all who see, revealed through the appearance of the
Great and Most Glorious One, the Promised and Expected
One.

When the Resurrection comes and the Hour arrives and the
Calamity approaches and the earth quakes with its quaking
and the heaven splits with its layers and the mountains are
blown away and the trees uprooted and the seas boil and the
beasts are gathered and the Balance is set up and the fires
blaze and Paradise draws near and the Path is extended and
the Signs speak - can any objector object as to why the suns
are folded and the moons eclipsed or the stars effaced and the
shooting stars succeed one another? No, by my Lord, the Self-
Subsisting! This is a clear and known condition denied only
by every ignorant, stubborn, wrathful rejected one.

Those of justice free from oppression say that among the con-
ditions of the Hour and its arising are the folding of the sun
and splitting of the moon and effacement of the star, for it
is an explicit matter like a compact structure. If the reality
and essence are other than existence and not identical with
existence, then existence can be separated from it because it
is derived from other or because it is other than the essence.
Therefore if a body is other than light, the separation of light
from it is possible. But if the body is identical with light,
separation is not possible. To God belongs the most exalted
similitude.

The luminous bodies are of three kinds: among them are those
whose light is derived from another, like the planets revolving
around the sun; and among them are those whose light is other
than their body and whose body is other than their light, but
the body necessitates and entails it, and since there is otherness
between them, separation from light is conceivable, like the
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sun and the fixed stars; and among them is light itself, and the
separation of a thing from itself is not conceivable - “God is
the Light of the heavens and the earth.” The sun, moon, stars
and lamp are all called by the name of light. Every existent
whose existence is derived from another, or whose existence
is other than its essence and whose essence is other than its
existence, can be separated from existence. But existence itself
cannot be conceived as separate from itself. This is a clear
and evident matter needing no explanation - direct vision and
witnessing suffice you instead of explanation. Glory be to my
Lord, the All-Merciful, above every attribute and description
and conception in the realm of possibility!

And you, O leaf, know with true knowledge that all suns were
eclipsed at the dawning of a light from the lights of your Lord,
and that tongues were mute from speech in the presence of
your Master, and that faces were humble and submissive and
necks were bowed at the manifestation of the signs of your
Lord Who nurtured you. So away with those who veiled you
and came between you and your Compassionate Beloved and
strove night and day until they cut you off and caused you to
fall from the Divine Lote-Tree and the Singular Tree. I ask
God to return you to the Blessed Tree.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 or <

O candle of the gathering of mystical knowledge! In this hour
when the bird of the garden of faithfulness has spread its wings
to soar in the life-giving atmosphere of remembrance of the
friends and to begin a melody on the branches of mention and
praise - when the Most Great Ocean of the love of God surged
with such a wave that the flood passed over heads, and the
kindled fire in the Divine Lote Tree blazed with such a flame
that it consumed pen and paper and heart and ink altogether
- yet since the rain of mercy was descending and the spring

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ﬁL‘{&Lﬂd\)Jduff‘c&d\
L;L'A;Jb 4{ csyifJ,) dL Bj "4%.\»
Slesla s Al S5l 0‘3\1 sb lisle
Q&rﬁﬁ\ﬁfﬂj\b\é&lj}ﬁ
G2 ) Obsb & 5) e Ol Al
éd&.vw dLa- el foydw Ou\’jﬁ)l.‘}
‘) J\Jﬂj J‘_}?) MLJ a2l 4{ v’v}‘}
}jd)tgﬁ))b\d?ﬁwﬂl&?

113

6


https://catalog.princeton.edu/catalog/99131595487706421
https://www.bahai.org/r/500658282
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA2/ma2-165.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMAB/mmab-108.html

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB01334

of grace was flowing, that heat found moderation through this
bounty of mercy and the opportunity for writing was obtained.

You had complained about not receiving a reply and had taken
this as evidence of cooling in that which is firmer than an
impregnable foundation. Yet not a moment passes except that
you come to mind - it is impossible to be free from mentioning
the loved ones of God. And you yourself know with absolute
certainty that due to the multiplicity of occupations I have no
opportunity for sighing and lamenting, and there is no respite
for crying and wailing, and not a moment’s peace and rest is
possible. Despite this, a letter was sent to Shiraz which arrived,
and now too I have undertaken to write this page.

Know with absolute certainty that you are regarded with the
glance of grace and are encompassed by the utmost love of
these hearts. We beseech the grace of the Ancient Beauty
and earnestly hope from the depths of our heart that you may
be successful in gaining the good-pleasure of God and be con-
firmed in proving and explaining the power and sovereignty of
the Covenant and Testament of the Lord. Today this is the
greatest of all matters and the most important of affairs, for it
is the foundation of God’s Cause and the basis of the religion
of the All-Merciful. Today firmness and steadfastness in God’s
Covenant and Testament as is befitting and proper is essential,
and comprehending and understanding its power and might is
necessary, so that the impregnable fortress of God’s Cause may
remain preserved and protected from the breach of doubts.

Regarding the letters you had with you, you had written about
them - only this much was asked of Aga Azizu’llah: whether
he had sent the letters to Shiraz or if they were still with him,
nothing more. And this inquiry was only made because some
had sent letters - the intention was that if the letters had ar-
rived, there was no need for new letters.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sy pad Ob ol OT@U Sole G
Qf-‘_} J::'Jj obf); o)g &.')\)2- dLﬂ)‘ rJK;)‘ )
u‘}«a/ OLAJ )\J\Xﬁ &TJJJ}@ JJJ b
‘S‘ J)-&C d\ &-JL») J.:Jj a.>)£ S
B GE 553 2515 L e &1
u‘p{‘)\a{w;fww)hp&l
vl«dlxﬁ}é)\)}f)\)aéjb_’o\dlﬁ-dl&w\
A ol 6 s TGl 5 o by Sy
5 S8l Jpey § 48 dll e & g 55

Flon by U oA e

5 Bade i Llah & Ol cpe ek
Jlor b o) dyete 06 o o sliig
L;La)wsfsdﬁ\wg)\,fmw
dwﬁ)u‘}guL}uL\J-)ﬂ‘}ﬁ}LSyﬂL}\
/\d\(ﬁj‘é)jd\ﬁ‘}’uﬂ}d\—%}w
,\uu{‘«e@w}:‘;\,”\@\
Eros Ont pad) Sl o Ol 5 (B
Y Al 5 b Sl B Gl 5 age
b orly e s Sslly 85 < s
a5l Opan s by dil o s e

Al ol

S g § e oy 5o
D5l BT Ol ) i 4oy 0358
L lessé 3t dlayl |y e & s
3 e ) s s Cdling e &1
Dy sk p 0 Se gan & AE o g2
i: ool oy #Kﬂf\ Sy O dmane

6 o 055 (})

INBA87:598, INBA52:637, MMK5#231
p-179x

114


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=600
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=639
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-182.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-182.html

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

ABO01717

ABO01717

To: Muhammad Sadiq Khabbaz, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 or <

O true and faithful Sadiq! What a blessed name you have! Any-
one who manifests the meaning of this name - that is, becomes
truthful - is a rising star, a brilliant light, and a penetrating
sword. There is no attribute more beloved than this, and no
path more acceptable than this.

Many a word of truth has been the cause of salvation for a
nation, and many a base person has been made precious and
noble through speaking the truth. And how often has one
false word completely dropped an honored and respected per-
son from sight and deprived them from the threshold of the
Divine Unity.

Therefore, O pure soul, follow the path of the truthful ones and
emulate those who are honest, so that through truthfulness you
may reach the seat of truth and through honesty attain eternal
glory. All sins are on one side and lying is on the other - indeed
the evil effects of lying are greater and its harm more severe.
Better to speak the truth even in denial of faith than to profess
belief while speaking falsehood. This counsel is for all people
in the world. Be grateful to God that you became the cause
for this advice to be given to all humanity.

Always occupy yourself with holy fragrances and guide peo-
ple to that which leads to the exaltation and elevation of hu-
mankind and is among the most special virtues and character-
istics of the faithful, so that you may become an educator of
souls and a guide to every imperfect wanderer.

You had requested permission to attain Our presence. These
days this is very difficult, as strangers are targeting these exiles,
writing books every day, making accusations from every tribe,
printing and publishing them. And even among friends, the
Covenant-breakers are secretly causing the utmost corruption.
With these two attacking forces, you can imagine how difficult
the situation is. God willing, some calm will be achieved and
then we will summon you.
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‘Andalib, as I am
And upon you be

Convey endless greetings from me to Mr.
always remembering and mentioning him.
greetings and praise.
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AB01987

To: Baha’is of Mazindaran, in Mazandaran
Date: 1897 or <

O friends from the homeland of the Ancient Beauty! Praise be
to God, you are from the dawning-place of the Sun of Truth and
from the rising-point of the Sun of Oneness. You are from the
rose-garden of that divine Rose-branch and from the garden of
that heavenly swaying Cypress. That crimson flower bloomed
in your rose-garden - where is the cry and lamentation of the
birds and the song of the nightingales? That Most Glorious
Beloved cast aside the veil in that land and realm - where is the
sigh and moan of the lovers? That Salsabil sea became surge-
raising in that clime - where is the burning thirst of the thirsty
ones? That divine melody was raised in that land - where is
the dance and rapture of the bewildered ones? That brimming
cup made its rounds in that gathering - where is the cry and
clamor of the wine-lovers? That holy fragrance was diffused
from those gardens - where is the expansion of the hearts of
the friends? That divine gazelle pranced in that plain - where
is the unconsciousness from the soul-perfuming musk?

O spiritual friends, may my spirit be sacrificed for you! You
are from the homeland of the Lord and from the city of the
Beloved. Great events were manifested and evident there in
the beginning of the Cause. Therefore you, who are from the
original planting of the Lote Tree of the furthest boundary and
from the paradise of the Tree of Tuba, must be ahead of all and
more aflame. Indeed, in truth, the fragrances of Truth must
be diffused from those regions to all directions, and the lights
of guidance, longing and joy must shine from that East to all
climes.
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O Lord! These are from the planting-ground of Thy Tree of
the All-Merciful and the garden of Thy Tree of Oneness. As-
sist them through Thy grace and bounty to exalt Thy mention
and promote Thy Cause and guide Thy creation and to be con-
sumed by the fire of Thy love and serve Thy Word and uncover
the mysteries of Thy wisdom and recognize the realities of the
mysteries in the sign of Thy oneness and to be steadfast in the
covenant of Thy Lordship and the testament of Thy Divinity.
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Guardian, the
Self-Subsisting.
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AB01950

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 or <

He is the Self-Subsisting

O nightingale of the garden of mystical knowledge! That Ed-
ucator of all possibility and Kind One, that Lord of the realm
beyond place, has made that bird of the meadow of certitude
into a trained bird, and taught it various melodies, songs and
tunes, and gave lessons in spiritual stations, so that you might
begin to sing in the divine rose-garden and eternal flower bed
with godly voice and Iraqi mode and Hijazi station and Bayati
tone and lovers’ air and divine rhythm, and become harmo-
nious with the high notes, and in these days create excitement
and commotion, and give the meadow birds passion and rap-
ture, and bring them to melody and tune, so that praises and
glorification of the Most Unified Presence and commendation
and eulogy of the Blessed Beauty might rise from the lowest
depths to “There is no God but God” and “God is Most Great”
to the zenith of the Most Glorious Kingdom, and the lights of
revelation might encompass the horizons of existence, and di-
vine worldwide fame might reach to spread its glad-tidings to
the layers of the Supreme Concourse, and commotion might
fall upon the pillars of the world, and trembling overtake the
limbs of humanity, and East and West of possibility become the
rose-garden of the All-Merciful and flower bed of God. Despite
all this, what has happened that you are silent and without fer-
vor?
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In any case, become weary of the corner of obscurity and seek
the zenith of acceptance, and come forth from the corner of
silence and begin wondrous melodies in the subtle rose-garden,
that perchance you might create passion and fervor in the flock
of birds and make them all harmonious with the melody of
the Supreme Concourse, and cast the cry of “O Splendor! O
Splendor!” in the environs of the rose-garden, and teach the
songs of the family of David, and raise the banner to proclaim
praise and glorification of the Ancient Beauty. Bring all the
loved ones into motion through this wondrous mention and
eloquent utterance.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

5 Your honor Andalib, please present these twenty-five tumans
to His Honor Rafi’, that is Fadil, and spend the other twenty-
five tumans yourself.
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To: Mirza Husayn Zanjani, in Tihran
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art imprisoned in the path of God! How blessed
art thou that thou hast been put under chains and fetters in
the divine path and become captive in that prison. At night
thou wert engaged in remembrance of the Ancient Beauty, and
by day thou didst sacrifice thyself in the path of Truth. In all
conditions, the Truth was the companion of thy soul and the
intimate of thy heart and spirit.

Since thou hast requested permission to be present to relate in
detail verbally the heart-rending episode of His Holiness Varqa
and His Holiness Ruhu’llah, thou art permitted to attend, for
although we heard these momentous events with the ear of the
spirit and read about them in letters, yet the outward ear also
deserves a share and portion.

As it has been said: “Pour me wine and tell me it is wine.” He
says when thou givest me wine to drink, tell me that it is wine,
for sight is delighted by beholding the drink, smell is perfumed
by inhaling its fragrance, taste is sweetened by its flavor, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

28 gl g ) e B o o b |
ol g lelys 42 Je 2 02 A e
Jrte o dlas $T0 Lo 588 013 O s
23 6358 bl ol o W) 35

ilyy

fandly it 8 635 sy B Opr 5
e |y sy & pam 5 635 & a5l
alsﬂéf A Gud ygat 03l Sl ol
535 @5k g Ol et o 3 | aoclis
o 5 b plb me Jy nf 215 e

ébr.)’f.
A d P b Y sleiS e
o3b o & K Glig esk | 0 4 Ko
et s 330 B foalii 51 s 15

118


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=605
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=645

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB02334

touch is gratified by contact with it. Of the five senses, only
hearing remains, therefore he says: “O cupbearer, when thou
pourest the wine, say that it is wine,” so that the faculty of
hearing may also be delighted.

Therefore, this servant at the Threshold of the Ancient Beauty
has the utmost longing to hear with his physical ear also
the terrifying episode of His Holiness Varqa and His Holiness
Ruhu’llah, may my spirit be a sacrifice for them.

5 Therefore, O prisoner in the path of God, don the pilgrim garb

of the Ka’bah of the Divine Purpose and make thy intention to
circumambulate the gathering place of the Supreme Concourse,
so that thou mayest perfume thy face and hair with the dust
of that Threshold. And convey to the other prisoners also, on
behalf of this servant, the Most Glorious and Most Splendid
Greeting.

; And glory be upon thee and upon all who are imprisoned in

the path of God.
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To: Baha’is of Kilan suburb of Tihran
Date: 1897 or <

O loved ones of God! The candle of the Covenant is bright
and the expanse of the horizons is a rose garden and flower bed.
The Abha Paradise is the supreme heaven, and the outpourings
of the Abha Kingdom are a manifest light. The grace of the
Supreme Concourse flows moment by moment, and the flood
from the cloud of Abha mercy pours continuously. The lights
of sanctification are shining and the verses of unity are clear.
The kingdom of existence is in motion and the realm of being
is in utmost delicacy and freshness.

Yet eyes are blind and ears are deprived. Soon this veil will
fall away, this covering will be rent asunder, and this mask will
be removed. Then eyes will witness the signs of the bounties
of the Abha Beauty and become bewildered and remorseful,
saying: “What a bounty this was, and we were heedless of it!
What a favor this was, and we were negligent of it! It was

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3 el Ghey Gl B Gl
i o) o 2K IE BBl e
G 05 ) e Ologd 5 ol s
O 5 Cmable Gads gl psles (g
)@\df}ibﬁ}d)ﬂﬂf\}.&;—j

Syl il Lol 53 st fae 2

e o2 (B8 s ol S atar
o s ash Ko g\s,‘-—a\) A3y 0 O
fodalive Ll 8y O 552 adls, Ol
5 N5 Ol s dle gol b alye LB
5l oy aae 4 o & 552 Ol
@ayis,;\u,;j&u%a\,yb

119


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=79

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB02333

a luminous dawn, but we were caught in darkest night. The
Nile and Euphrates were sweet, but for us they were rivers
of blood. It was perfumed tresses, but for us heavy chains.
It was heavenly sustenance, but for us eternal harm. What
misfortune was this, and what ill fate! Divine blessing was for
us torment, and heavenly mercy was for us trouble.” “And We
send down of the Qur’an that which is a healing and a mercy
to the believers, but it increaseth the wrong-doers in naught
save loss.”

3 Therefore, O loved ones of God, in every moment give thanks
for the Abha Beauty, for His grace is mighty and His light
is manifest. Through pure bounty He gave you repose in the
shade of the Tree of divine mercy and made you successful in
the Paradise of Oneness. You were freed from estrangement
and through the grace of His unity you were gathered together
in perfect unity and agreement in His Abha Paradise. Arise to
exalt the Word of God and spread the divine fragrances. And
the Glory be upon you!
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AB02333

Date: 1897 or <

O loved ones of God! His honor Furughi, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, tells of the radiance of lights
in that land, that the loved ones of that region are like an
impregnable fortress guarding the manifest mystery, and in the
heights of firmness in the Covenant have reached the highest
heaven. From the intensity of sweetness and delicacy they
are like pure water, and for those thirsting for the Salsabil of
guidance they are a fountain of Tasnim. They have no mention
except of the Most Glorious Beauty and seek no thought except
turning to the Supreme Concourse.

But I say this fame and call must become the secret of every
ear, and this soul-burning melody and mode must spread. So
why are the friends in the region of Tabaristan few in number,
and the register of their blessed names limited?

The fire of the love of God blazes in every clime, permeating
like spirit through bodies. For physical conquests “if there
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be twenty patient ones among you they shall overcome two
hundred” is decreed, but for spiritual conquests if there be
among you one steadfast, enkindled, attracted and firm soul
like a mighty edifice, they shall guide thousands and overcome
ranks. Since in this Most Great Cycle the lesser jihad of phys-
ical warfare is forbidden and condemned, therefore the doors
of spiritual conquests are opened from every direction. One
soul has the effect of an army and one horseman the effect of
countless cavalry.

Therefore those blessed souls must make that clime a paradise
of delight and make that country an illumined horizon. The
cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” must be raised from
all directions of that land and the call of “Come to success!”
must be lifted from all regions of that territory. The truth of
the blessed verse “And thou didst see men entering the religion
of God in troops” must become clear and evident.

5 Therefore O friends in the realm of possibility, you must prove
that you are compatriots of the Blessed Beauty and among
those intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant of the Ancient
Beauty. And glory be upon you.
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AB11839

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who hast visited the circumambulation point of the
glorified ones! Praise be to God that thou hast been guided by
the lights of divine bounties, hast benefited from the eternal
ocean’s grace, hast acquired from the burning fire in the Sinai
Tree, hast found life from the living waters, hast rested in the
shade of the Tree of Salvation, hast arisen to spread the divine
fragrances, hast stood up to teach the Cause of God, and hast
attained to the visit of the blessed spot, the circumambulation
point of those drawn nigh to the Abha Kingdom. For a long
time thou wast with us, conversing and seeking fellowship and
companionship. Now, with utmost humility and submissive-
ness in servitude and bondage to the servants of the threshold
of the Abha Beauty, accompany and agree with ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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Be self-effacing before all and rid thyself of all existence be-
fore everyone. Kindle such a flame in all regions that will
completely remove all lethargy and rigidity from those climes.
Make the divine teachings thy course of action and purpose, so
that all may surge forward beneath the one-colored pavilion of
the Cause of God with perfect unity and harmony, speaking
and listening.

O my God, my God! This is a tender, fresh, verdant branch
which Thou hast planted on the banks of the streams of Thy
bounty in the garden of Thy mercy and the grove of the love
of Thy Beauty of Oneness. O Lord! Water it with the wa-
ter of mercy, nurture it with the hands of grace and kindness,
and make it a herald of Thy Name throughout all regions, a
spreader of Thy mention in all quarters, a scatterer of the
pearls of Thy knowledge upon the heads of men, and an ig-
niter of the fire of Thy love in the hearts of the loved ones.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Generous, the
Bestower.
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AB02730

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib
Date: 1897 or <

O bright candle of the gathering of the loved ones of God! The
written traces from that dove of the garden of mystical knowl-
edge brought spirit and fragrance. Praise be to the Ancient
Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - Who
has granted His sincere loved ones success in service to His
Cause.

O dove of the gardens of grace! It is time for singing, warbling
and melodies, and the season for kindling the fire of the love of
God. If in this Most Great Cycle, which shines bright like the
sun among all other cycles, one remains silent and stunned, in
what cycle will they become eloquent, speaking and explaining?
And if a soul is not stirred by the holy breezes in this divine
springtime, does not bloom like a hundred-petaled rose from
the bounty of the rain clouds of the All-Merciful’s mercy, and
is not illumined by the penetrating rays of the Sun of Truth,
in what era and season will they be moved, and in what days
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will they shine forth like the morning star from the horizon of
the world?

The wisdom mentioned in the Tablets means “Enter houses
by their doors and do not enter houses from their rear.” One
must shine like a candle in the lamp of wisdom, not remain
extinguished and subdued.

Those two believers who asked permission to visit the Holy
Shrine are permitted to do so with their son. Convey to all
other believers in that land the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous
greetings from this servant.

5 The delay in replying to letters was due to severe weakness and

physical ailments. Now this has been resolved.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Tabrizi, in Akka
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art oppressed! What thou didst write was noted.
Its contents brought spirit and fragrance, and became the cause
of grace and bounty. Be confident in past and future confirma-
tions, and in all conditions keep thine eye fixed upon the Abha
Kingdom and seek divine confirmation. Divine assistance is
with thee and the hosts of the All-Merciful support those souls
who are firm and steadfast in the divine Covenant. Place thy
trust in God and turn either to Ishqabad or Azerbaijan. We be-
seech God’s grace and favors that in all conditions thou mayest
be so steadfast and hold so firmly to the Most Great Handle
and the Strong Cord of God that whenever thou meetest one
who wavereth thou wilt make him firm. This is today the sta-
tion of the loved ones of the Blessed Beauty. In these days
correspondence is not advisable. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

But convey to each and every one of the friends of God on
behalf of this servant the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous
Greetings, and say: O spiritual friends! The cup of the love
of God is circulating and the wine-cellar of the knowledge of
God is bubbling over. The divine Cup-Bearer holds in His
hand an overflowing goblet of spiritual wine, calling “Where
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are the drinkers? Where are the thirsty? Where are those who
thirst? Where are the intoxicated ones?” He says “Strive ye
and drink of this spirit-giving wine, and dance about intoxi-
cated in the wilderness of unity.” At this hour the attractions
of the Abha Kingdom have so encompassed all that even the
walls and doors have become magnetized. And glory be upon
all who are firm in the Covenant and Testament.
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To: Kashani, Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi
Date: 1897 or <

O steadfast one in the Covenant, firm in the Testament! Mr.
Mehdi, praise be to God, is steadfast in the Cause of God and
holds fast to the sure handle, and strives day and night to
attain His good-pleasure. We are pleased with him and he is
engaged in service with the utmost effort. Rest assured, we
beseech the favor of the Lord of Hidden Favors to inscribe his
father and mother too in the register of the servants of the
Threshold.

> O thou who art turned to the Beauty of the All-Merciful!
Though outwardly thou art not among the learned and hast not
acquired what the divines of the nations have gained, yet praise
God that thou art established upon the throne of great success.
The Most Exalted One, may the spirit of all existence be a
sacrifice unto Him, hath said that although Shaykh Muham-
mad Hasan had written three volumes on jurisprudence, he
remained deprived, while the wheat-cleaner of Isfahan donned
the robe of jurisprudence. Therefore, blessed art thou for hav-
ing become the utterer of divine praise, and blessed are those
souls who have hearkened to the divine praise.

The letters you requested have been written and sent. Beseech
God that souls may awaken, for the pages of vain imaginings
are being spread abroad and tests and trials have encompassed
the world. Souls will be uprooted by severe winds and scattered
like leaves from trees. Blessed are those souls who remain firm
and steadfast as a mountain. I swear by the Ancient Beauty
that the denizens of the Supreme Concourse take pride in the
existence of such souls.
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And upon thee be glory.
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Date: 1897 or <

All praise be to God Who hath manifested the Most Great
Luminary from the horizon of the world. And He hath arisen
and sparked and shed its radiance and been unfolded upon the
horizon of nations. And He hath illuminated the thick darkness
and rent asunder the enshrouding veil of the most gloomy night
with effulgent rays and shining Glory that is being diffused in
the dawning places of God’s decree. And He raised the clouds
and the Heaven came down with torrents of water and infinite
grace. The showers have then poured down upon the hills and
mounds and the floods have unveiled the remains in the holy
vale of Towa. And the fertilizing winds were wafted over the
sacred spot, the holy land of mount Sinai, and the breeze of the
hour of dawn hath wafted and the signs heralding the advent
of the morn have shone forth, and the light of salvation hath
beamed forth and the unique and illustrious priceless pearl
hath gleamed with the light of success. And the realities of
all created things and the essence of all being have faced one
another and the soil of human capacity was prepared and the
trees of the innermost realities was ready. The sanctified and
pure beings have then been illumined with these shining lights
and luminous splendors so long as they are turning towards
that rising sun. As to the despondent beings, they have been
truly deprived from that sublime grace and generous bounty
and manifest light, and rusted mirrors were veiled from the
splendors of that Glorious Star and Ancient Revealer.

2 Then the rich soil put forth its plants abundantly by the per-
mission of its Lord from the outpouring of the Grace of God
and the Divinely-inspired showers. But as to that which is
bad, it springeth forth but the scantiness of reproach and the
flourishing of rebellion. Then the sacred trees have been clad
with verdure and have put forth their leaves and flowers and
have adorned themselves with the fruits of knowledge. As to
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the wicked trees, they were torn up from the face of earth and
had no strength to stand.

Blessing, salutation and glory rest upon the Point of Unity
manifested with divine attributes.
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Date: 1897 or <

He is the Self-Subsisting the All-Glorious

> O my God! O how I yearn for Thy glorious Beauty, for Thy ra-
diant Countenance, and for the sweetness of Thy Presence! O
how my heart thirsts for the well-spring of Thy loving-kindness,
for the pure waters of Thy Bounty and for the soft-flowing
stream of Thy Mercy! O God, my God! Cast me not away
for the fire of deprivation hath melted my heart within me. O
God, my God! Suffer me not to be deprived for the sighs of
remoteness have deeply afflicted my heart and soul.

O God, my God! Fulfill my desires and bless me in mine affairs,
gladden my heart and illumine mine eyes to behold the signs of
Thy favours which are prevalent in the kingdom of Thy oneness
and diffused throughout the heaven of Thy unity. O God!
Dispel my grief with the lights of Thy most joyful tidings and
the signs which made the leaves of Sadratu’l-Muntaha to be
stirred up. Waft upon me moreover, O my God, a breeze from
the garden of the heart of one of the leaves which sprung from
the tree of Thy oneness, that perchance my heart is quickened,
my soul is refreshed, and my spirit is rejoiced.

For this wondrous leaf received Thy sweet savours, was enrav-
ished by Thee, became tender, verdant and invigorated by the
overflowing grace of Thy utterance, believed in Thee and in
Thy signs, was set ablaze with the fire of Thy love, arose to
serve Thee, recognised Thy word, and was singled out to be the
recipient of Thy loving-kindness on the Day when Thy beauty
appeared from the prison of Ta. Thereafter, however, it was
tested by its separation from Thee; tempests encompassed it
from every side and storms raged upon it from all directions;
the winds of tests blew over it, and it shrivelled and withered
away from all these sore trials.
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Return it to the Lote-Tree of Thy mercy and the
garden of Thy oneness; cause it to be flourished with the water
of Thy bounty, and to be invigorated and verdant with the
essence of adoration. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful.
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To: Baha’is of Chalih-Zamin, in Chalih Zamin
Date: 1897 or <

O ye denizens of the highest paradise! Though ye be dwellers
of the earth, in reality ye live in heaven for ye command the
world through your rings of spiritual power and your utterance,
sweet as honey. Ye bloom beneath the loving providence of the
Perspicuous Light and are graced by the glances of that Soul
entrancing Beloved. Why are ye silent, then? Why are ye
quiet and without joy? Where are your celebrations, your jubi-
lations? For the assistance and providence of the Abha Beauty
is ever with you and the grace and bounty of the Concourse
on High always surrounds you.

2 The fire of divine truth burns high for everyone to see and the
call of the invisible Kingdom of Abha reaches you at all times.
A hundred thousand messengers of God, each one a Moses,
cry, “O Lord! Allow my gaze to fall upon Thy Beauty!” and a
myriad Holy Spirits, each a Jesus call from within the sacred
Vale, “Here am 1! Lord, here am I!”

The world above hath so illumined this below that its bright
beams fall thick upon each other er, shedding the radiance of
the Unseen Realm upon the inner reality of humankind. The
blessed light of Pre-existence hath been raised upon the taber-
nacle of this world of uncertain vicissitude. The call of “Ya
Baha’ul Abha” hath been lifted throughout the East and the
West and the cry of “Ya Aliyyal A’la” hath reached the merid-
ian heights of the Concourse.

We who have sought shelter beneath this canopy are sur-
rounded by abundant supplies of bounteous grace. Through
this grace vouchsafed by Him let us raise and unfurl the
banner of victory! Let us drink from the cup that hath been
tempered at the camphor fountain and chant our thankful
psalms with melodies of praise. Let us give great honour to
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the Person of the Manifestation and weep with tears of joy
and pride that His love hath planted in our hearts the seed of
service.
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AB03611

Date: 1897 or <

1 O loved ones of God! This century is the century of the Blessed
Beauty, and this age among the ages of the Sun of Truth has
a wondrous dawning and a strange manifestation. Its sun is at
the point of greatest intensity, and its moon is in the fullest
radiance. Its stars are the luminaries of the East, and its shoot-
ing stars pierce the heart of the West. Its horizons are bright,
and its signs are witness to every gathering. Its seas are surg-
ing, and its rain-clouds pour forth abundant water. Its gardens
are verdant, and its pools are overflowing. Its flowers are fra-
grant, and its sweet herbs are perfumed with musk. Its melody
is the song of the Abha Kingdom, and its call is the cry of the
denizens of the Supreme Concourse. The songs of its birds
bewilder mind and consciousness, and the cooing of its holy
doves is like the Psalms of David. Its beloved is the epitome
of beauty and grace, and its orator possesses the utmost elo-
quence and articulateness. Its scholar recites the verses of the
divine realm, and its student interprets the mysteries of the
Kingdom. Its nursling is nurtured at the breast of grace, and
its lowly one is established upon the throne of eternal glory.

2 With such gifts and bounties, such signs and confirmations,
why should not the fire of Moses appear and the spirit of Christ
bestow life? Why should hearts not take flight, and spirits not
become intimate with humility and supplication? Bounty upon
bounty, and gift upon gift!

3 The glory be upon you.
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Date: 1897 or <

O friends of the divine Lord! At this moment, a dewdrop from
the ocean of the Ancient Beauty’s favor has sprinkled upon
the fields of these longing hearts, and the reality of hearts has
found freshness and delicacy. The truth of the blessed verse
“And thou seest the earth barren and lifeless, but when We
send down rain upon it, it stirs and swells and puts forth every
kind of beauteous growth” has been fulfilled.

From morning until evening ‘Abdu’l-Baha has been writing,
and now stands by the lamp engaged in penning this letter, so
it may become clear and evident how intensely this servant’s
heart is occupied with love for the friends.

Therefore, O loving friends, in every moment a dewdrop from
the ocean of favor is needed so that hearts may be freed from
the chains of cares and attain the utmost freshness and deli-
cacy, becoming familiar with the holy fragrances and remain-
ing firm and steadfast in the covenant and testament of the
All-Merciful.

And that magnet which attracts the dewdrops from the ocean
of divine confirmation is steadfastness in the Cause of God,
diffusion of the divine fragrances, service to the loved ones of
God, humility and submissiveness before His chosen ones, the
station of self-effacement and evanescence, supplication to the
Abha Kingdom, love for all God’s creatures, obedience and
truthfulness to the great throne of sovereignty, and prayers
seeking confirmation for the supreme seat of government.

O Lord! Aid Thy servants!
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1897 or <

1 O nightingale of the rose-garden of divine knowledge of the S dle o e R ks (¢
Beauty of God!

2> For a long time no news arrived from you. Then a letter was — Jawl » dn dws W& 51 (g dte L;.er :
received and knowledge of your true condition was obtained. - :& ool L’cyﬁ\ J i 5y ol
NOW also frf)m His honor Mirza Al?dullah a letter .to .aL friend s S S A 1 Ve Ol 5) 35
arrived, which was also sent to this servant, mentioning you,

CLAT 53 558 de ol 55 oyl 35 O e
which became the cause of spiritual fragrance and delight. 7 i

C,.ifdlé);cj)gshsxd\)s

3 Today those like yourself must, through the power of the spirit .x;l: &) %;24‘ Al g\;.{'-T Jl ¢ 5]
of confirmation, day and night cause the beloved ones of the . L Yo | R .
. : . o . Sl LRy S o s o
All-Merciful to move and vibrate like the spirit of life, and LB s T oes il
kindle and illumine the extinguished fire of hearts. For today J’t ”’f {) ? JUL& 2 )Jf :
even an hour of lethargy and torpidity produces severe effects, < f’”" “ 'L" s d
because previously the heat of the unveiled Sun cast a blazing § Al oid Ol gl s 5 o
fire in the heart of contingent being - there was no need for O8Gl (B s Sy et o)l oY
ignition and flame and radiance. But now is a time when the » 4x% » il CL::"‘ e dad o A
lamps must be full-flamed and kindled and brilliant so they g 8§ ciley Jls OS5 sy Sadd
may resist and dispel the accumulated darkness. Wb b asl cl:\..« 3 oasg bl dad b

1 And today the most important of all matters is awakening to 'fﬁj Err s Ost 4t 490! {:,,\ <.}:j\J
firmness and steadfastness and holding fast to God’s Covenant |, Lo . .

.. . Cobie 5 &8 Ol g Cnidl Ble 5 uge o

and Testament, and explaining the power and greatness of this

okl s ol |
Covenant and Testament and faith. Ho Ok e o

5 And glory be upon you. S sl y 5
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Date: 1897 or <

In the Name of God!
Remembrance!

O one who has hearkened to the Wise

The fire of Sinai has burst forth in the luminous Paran, and

the flame of love has been kindled in the heights of eternity.

The Almighty has manifested Himself in a blaze of fire burning
in the Blessed Tree, and the All-Merciful has called out from
the unseen realms of creation, from the loftiest summit of the
Kingdom, saying: “O people of the mortal world! Rejoice in
the successive outpourings, the abundant rain, and the flowing
waters from the clouds of mercy and the mists of compassion!”

3 O heaven, pour forth thy rain! O cloud, shower thy bounty!
O clouds, thunder and flash! O horizons, waft thy breeze! O
breath of God, blow forth! O Spirit of God, bestir thyself!
Blessed are they who receive these outpourings! Joy to those
who seek! Gladness to those who are steadfast! Rapture to
those who are attracted!

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of devotion, who hast
drawn light from the flames of love and faithfulness! Leave
the fabricators and the deceivers, and hearken to the word of
truth and manifest sincerity set forth in the Book of God by
the Center of the Covenant, the Interpreter of the Book, who is
versed in its meaning, and who is firmly grounded in knowledge,
through a clear text that accepteth neither interpretation nor
explanation. Leave those who follow vain imaginings to their
idle sport. Guidance hath been distinguished from error, yet
the people, in their drunkenness, remain blind.

5 And upon thee be glory!
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To: Ustad Ghulam-Ali Dabbagh et al.
Date: 1897 or <

O ye two brothers! Brotherhood and fraternal love, when found
between two spiritual brothers, are wholly honey and sweet-
ness; and when spiritual brotherhood is joined with physical
kinship, it becometh light upon light. But if the spiritual ties
be not firm, if heartfelt affection be not made steadfast, and if
the love that is born of inner feeling be lacking, then the verse,
“And they came to their father at nightfall, weeping,” shall
be fulfilled, and the words “for a paltry price, a few counted
dirhams” shall be made manifest.

Give thanks, then, that ye are two brothers equal in life itself,
and that both spiritual fellowship and bodily affection have
been attained and made possible. This is a bounty that hath
neither peer nor like, and a repose that shall have neither equal
nor counterpart. And upon thee be the glory, and upon every
brother who hath not failed his tender and affectionate brother.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

In these days, by reason of a hidden wisdom, permission for
pilgrimage was not granted. God willing, it shall be granted
in the coming year, and I will perform the visitation on your

behalf.
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To: Ustad Ali Zargar, in Malayir
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Blessed art
thou for having stood firm, remained steadfast, grown, turned
thy face toward and taken refuge in a mighty stronghold, an
impregnable shelter and an exalted sanctuary.

Be thou gladdened by the holy fragrances and spiritual breezes
that pervade the most glorious Paradise - the gardens of thy
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Lord’s mercy, the Most High, and the groves of thy Master’s
bounty, the Most Exalted Possessor of the highest ascents.

And be assured by what thy Lord has promised thee in the
ancient scriptures and tablets, a single word of which cannot
be equaled by the books containing the tidings that preceded in
the former creation from those who were chosen and selected.

Therefore recognize their worth, magnify their station, and
make them an amulet for thy spirit, glad tidings for thy heart,
a sign for thy right guidance, an attraction for thy soul, an
honor for thy being, a joy for thy self, and a light for thy sight
- for thou hast been addressed through them by Him Who
addressed Moses from the Sinai Tree and the blessed Tree in
the Valley of Tuwa.

Glorified be my Most Glorious Lord!
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AB12408

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Yazd
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art assured by the signs of God! How blessed was
thy fortune and how bright thy star that thou didst become
assured of the Lord Most High—may my spirit be a sacrifice
for His loved ones—and wert attracted by the fragrances of the
Most Great Name—may my spirit be a sacrifice for His resting-
place. And now thou art firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant
and Testament, and distinguished and outstanding in thy love
for the Desired One. I swear by the Beloved that shouldst thou
loose thy tongue in thanksgiving night and day, thou wouldst
never fulfill the obligation of gratitude. Now strive with heart
and soul and tongue that the earthquakes of violation may not
disturb anyone and may not become the cause of division in
the Word of God. Convey to all the friends of God the Most
Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O my Lord! Make this servant of Thine a promoter of Thy
Covenant, a proclaimer of Thy Word, a spreader of Thy Cause,
one who maketh firm the footsteps, who illumineth the faces
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and gladdeneth the hearts. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Wise.

(:g\j.)*” < ;ﬁ:\ U}UL“L:,U} oﬁjU
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AB06173

To: Mashhadi Ali Qahvihchi, in Tihran
Date: 1897 or <

O servant of the loved ones of God! O usurper of this servant
of Baha’s right! For service to the friends and servitude to the
loved ones is the eternal station and everlasting mission of this
servant, yet you have usurped my station and move and walk
about with perfect boldness.

2 Fear God! This is my robe - why have you put it on? This
crown is my crown - why have you placed it on your head?

Either make a pledge of deputyship to serve the loved ones
of God with perfect humility and submissiveness on my behalf,
giving up claims of acting in your own right, or I shall complain
to the city judge and castle mufti. Praise be to God, there are
many religious authorities - with one breach of trust as a bribe,
any ruling can be obtained. And peace.
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To: Asadullah Yazdi
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art attracted by the lights of the Beauty of the Di-
vine Friend! The friends of God have arrived and this servant
is residing on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. The River Jor-
dan has joined the Most Great Sea and the Son calls out in the
sacred valley “Here am I, O my God, here am I!” In any case,
they presented your letter and this servant immediately took
up the pen and began writing in remembrance of you. O ser-
vant of God! In these days the winds of tests are blowing and
the tempests of trials are raging with intensity. Make firm thy
feet and steady thy heart, and arise to diffuse the fragrances
of God so that thou mayest witness the confirmations of the
Most Glorious Kingdom and observe the effulgences of the Sun
of Reality. And upon thee and upon every steadfast and firm
one be the Glory. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The most important matters now are the diffusion of the di-
vine fragrances and firmness in God’s Covenant and Testament.
The honor of pilgrimage will, God willing, be achieved in due
time.
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AB06012

Date: 1897 or <

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! O God, my God!
Thou seest me, Thou knowest me; Thou art my Haven and
my Refuge. None have I sought nor any will I seek save Thee;
no path have I trodden nor any will I tread but the path of
Thy love. In the darksome night of despair, my eye turneth
expectant and full of hope to the morn of Thy boundless favor
and at the hour of dawn my drooping soul is refreshed and
strengthened in remembrance of Thy beauty and perfection.
He whom the grace of Thy mercy aideth, though he be but a
drop, shall become the boundless ocean, and the merest atom
which the outpouring of Thy loving-kindness assisteth, shall
shine even as the radiant star.
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Shelter under Thy protection, O Thou Spirit of purity, Thou
Whom art the All-Bountiful Provider, this enthralled, enkin-
dled servant of Thine. Aid him in this world of being to remain
steadfast and firm in Thy love and grant that this broken-
winged bird attain a refuge and shelter in Thy divine nest that
abideth upon the celestial tree.
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AB11935

To: Abdu’l-Muhammad son of Qasim, in Baku
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Most Glorious Kingdom! We
beseech the sublime bounty of the Most Great and Glorious
One that He may free that bird of the garden of the love of
God from all the defilements of the world, and confirm him
in that which is conducive to exaltation, transcendence, ascent
and elevation in the manifest and spiritual stations and sublime
ranks.

> For those souls who enter beneath the shade of God’s all-

embracing Word manifest the highest existence even in a par-
ticle of dust, just as thou observest the traces of those holy
souls in the world of dust as well. All traces shall fade away
except the traces of the people of God, whether outward or in
the inward realm.

And glory be upon thee.
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AB06719

To: Mirza Husayn Aliuf Ouskouli, in Usku
Date: 1897 or <

O thou disconcerted servant of the Abha Beauty!

“The Holy Vale hath wholly become a rose-garden of Divine
Unity, for the Light of God illumineth the Sinai of Truth.”
The celestial splendours and the heavenly outpourings have
illumined the dawning-place of creation with the effulgent ra-
diance of the Placeless and the light of the Lord.

He that was summoned with seeing eyes hath beheld the realm
of the visible, and he that possesseth a hearing ear hath at-
tained the court of the call of the Adored One. But the neg-
ligent is the manifestation of “Those who were blind in this
world will be blind in the hereafter.”

Thou art summoned with a seeing eye and invested with a
hearing ear. Offer thanks unto God and be intimate with the
praise of the Lord. Be thou a confidant and companion in His
glorification. May thy heart be glad and thy face illumined,
my dear friend.
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ABO07749

To: Irani, Mihdi son of Ghulam-Ali Kashani
Date: 1897 or <

Jinab-i-Aga Mihdi, you are my deputy in watering the Blessed
Shrine. Every drop of that water is the water of life itself and
the cause of life in the hearts of those who prostrate themselves.
This servant is the caretaker of that sacred soil and the one
who waters that blessed garden. Now you are my deputy and
trustee - how much you must give thanks!

Write down the matters in your father’s letter and request a
receipt from the servant to be written and sent so that it may
be sealed.
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ABO08217

And may the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm
in the Covenant with a firmness that is clearly specified in the
Book, not a firmness claimed by every doubting imposter. And
the Glory be upon you.
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AB07522

Date: 1897 or <

O thou who hast clung steadfastly unto the most sure handle!
The world is full of strife and struggle. Each mind has its secret
desire and every soul its different aspirations. This one is lost in
the prairies of pleasure and diversion; and that one dissipates
his life in the wilderness of commerce; one seeks eagerly for
human glory while another hunts for rank and honour; some
rise and fall as they struggle through the waste land of power
and political appointment and still others are tortured and
harassed at every turn as they sit upon their thrones.

If thou wouldst hearken to the divine counsel detach thyself
from all such thoughts and sanctify thyself utterly from all
these contaminations. Seek for the servitude of the Abha
Beauty alone so that thou mayest be a prince amongst princes
and a ruler in the world above.
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ABO08217

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn, in Usku
Date: 1897 or <

O thou manifestation of divine guidance! The first and fore-
most bounty and supreme grace of the Lord of Glory is guid-
ance and the effusion of knowledge. Praise be to God that
this most great grace hath been attained. Darkness hath been
transformed into light and sorrows into joy. Destruction hath
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become salvation and vain imaginings have been exposed. The
metaphorical hath departed and reality hath come.

Now must this garden of the All-Merciful be rendered fresh,
verdant and flourishing through the pure waters of the remem-
brance of God. Love be unto that true lover who watereth
this garden and orchard with the tears of his weeping eyes
and tendeth this rose-garden as its gardener. May his soul be
gladdened, may he prosper, may he achieve his heart’s desire.
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AB08379

Date: 1897 or <

Confidential

Some of the friends secretly criticize other friends and instigate
backbiting with consummate gravity, calling it care for the
Cause of God. You must certainly exercise the utmost vigilance
and explicitly forbid everyone from this, for no habit is more
harmful than this trait of fault-finding, especially in relation to
the Cause of God. Never should anyone express a word or hint
that is unworthy about any of the friends of God. How strange
that one should be occupied with the faults of others while
heedless of his own faults! This is the path of the spiritual
ones. Exercise the utmost care in preventing this habit and
never allow anyone to utter anything except praise.
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AB08437

Date: 1897 or <

O thou whose nostrils are perfumed by the sweet savors of God!
I supplicate, with a contrite heart, unto the Most Glorious
Kingdom, and with hands of entreaty outstretched toward the
Supreme Heaven, that He may assist His sincere servants with
a new spirit and with hosts mighty in their power and warning
from His most exalted Kingdom, with standards from among
the greatest signs.

Soon shall thou hear, in response to this supplication, a re-
sounding voice in the attentive ear of humanity, and brilliant
effects in the manifest horizon.

Verily, rejoice thou in the glad-tidings of God at every moment
and time, and loose thy tongue in wise remembrance. Verily
thou art upon a straight path.

And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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ABO8778

To: Karbala’i Qasim Badkubihi
Date: 1897 or <

O thou who art enraptured by the Beauty of Truth! May thy
name remain Qasim, thy path steadfast, thy reality firm, and
thy qualities perfect.

Thou askest how thou mayest attain these mighty virtues and
become possessed of these glorious gifts. Through the grace of
the Ancient Beauty, every difficulty is made easy, and every-
thing impossible becometh possible and freely attainable.
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Dost thou not observe how the spring rain giveth life to the *dai |, L ST & dlazs 0315

black earth, and maketh the withered tree green and flour- A SN
ishing? Nay more, it maketh the pure earth the envy of the R
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ABO08769

To: Suhrab

Date: 1897 or <

O Suhrab! Though your namesake was a brave lion, when he (O 55 Js 52 L p Culd Ol (&l
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AB09708

Date: 1897 or <

O thou who hast believed in God and been guided! The light of  +la)l & 0 3,21 5 gl 5 &b ool o b
guidance hath dawned from the dayspring of eternity—glorified Jel (_; 5 Obenid (Ml 5
be my Lord, the Most High! '
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bestowal upon the shores of hope. And thou, O thou who hast
immersed thyself in the sea of guidance, seize upon them!

Be of good cheer and increase in knowledge from the breath
of the morn of divine generosity in the horizon of being, that
thou mayest benefit from the outpourings of thy praiseworthy
Lord in this creation, which is the means for the elevation of
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AB10029

To: Ghulam-Ali Khayyat (Urumiyyih), in Ridaiyyih

Date: 1897 or <

O servant of the Manifestation of Divine Authority! Yy ek 23

Take up a needle whose penetration is powerful and whose
point is sharp and keen, that it may be effective in every fabric
and leave a profound impression in every cloth. Let it sew the
shirt of Joseph and prepare the royal garment of the Kingdom,
bring forth the majestic robe and mend the vestment of “We
have created man in the finest state.”
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AB10332

To: Grandmother of Farrukh Nayrizi
Date: 1897 or <

O my God! This is a maidservant who hath turned toward
the horizon of Thy mercy, seeking Thy pardon and forgiveness,
imploring Thy clemency and remission for her mother who
hath returned unto Thee and come into Thy presence. O Lord!
Purify her from her sins and forgive her through Thy mercy,
O Thou Most Merciful of the merciful ones!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Wb ooy 31 dine Cwlb Lol olds A
S5 5 Somioo Wil Sojitn 5 Syis
<l e @by y SN oy JI Y
b Sems Ul s o b

)

INBA21:131c

142


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=66
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=446
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=67

V]

2

Vol. 117: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1897, part II

AB10331

AB10740

To: Khanum Jan Known as Bibi Jan, mother of Andalib
Date: 1897 or <

O handmaiden of God! Render thanks unto the Intended One
that thou hast such a praiseworthy son who is as a thousand
nightingales in the garden of existence and a singer of the
praises of the Sovereign, the All-Worshipped One.

Night and day, engage thou in praising the Ancient Beauty
and the Most Great Name, for thou hast illumined the private
chamber of the heart with the light of divine unity and hast
perfumed the nostrils with the sweet fragrances of the love of
God.
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AB10331

To: Mother of Jalal (Sayyah)
Date: 1897 or <

O my God! This is a handmaiden who hath believed in the
beauty of Thy oneness, who hath testified to Thy words, who
hath held fast to the cord of Thy bounty, and who hath en-
dured afflictions in Thy path. O Lord! Have mercy upon her
through Thy mercy, show her Thy tender compassion through
Thy grace, heal her illness and ease her hardship through Thy
bounty, O Thou Most Merciful of the merciful!

Verily, Thou art the Healer, the Sufficing One, the Generous.
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AB10683

Date: 1897 or <

O leaf who art assured! Give thanks unto thy Lord for having ) dlus k &b, o5l 4l @, Lh\
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Study guide to this volume

The second collection of 1897 writings continues the consolidation that Part I began, but the tone
shifts perceptibly from the urgency of doctrinal defense toward the construction of a more elaborate
positive vision of Baha‘i community life. The Covenant-breakers who haunt the background of
Part T are still present here, but ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd increasingly addresses the world that exists beyond
the crisis, sketching the institutional forms, devotional practices, and spiritual disciplines that
will characterize the Faith’s maturation. The volume contains some of the most architecturally
important texts in his early ministry: the foundational statement about the role of consultation in
community governance, the earliest extended treatment of the Mashriqu‘l-Adhkar as the center of
Baha‘i collective life, a sustained allegory contrasting the bats of opposition with the midday sun
of revelation, and a series of reflections on the spiritual renewal of Iran and of Persia’s diaspora
communities. Running through all of these is a single implicit argument: that the Covenant,
properly understood, is generative rather than merely defensive — it does not only repel doubt but
creates the conditions within which a new civilization can take root.

The Center of the Covenant: Manifest Authority in a New Dispen-
sation

Key Passages

In all the times of the appearance of the Holy Manifestations, which was the station of
the eternal particles and the Day of “Am I not your Lord?,” the goblets of the Covenant
were passed round and the Light of the Testament shone forth. Yet the Center of the
Covenant was generally unknown, among the elect it was symbolic and preserved and
protected, and among the masses it was unknown. But in this mighty Dispensation and
this glorious Cycle, praise be to God, the Center of the Covenant is visible and known,
and the pivot of the Testament is clear and manifest to all. The people of all regions are
universally witnesses to the Covenant, and East and West are aware of the Testament
of the Day-Star of the horizons. — AB00401

Should differences arise among the loved ones concerning any matter, both sides should
remain silent and seek clarification from this servant, maintaining the utmost love to-
ward each other until the answer arrives. Whatever answer is given, both sides should
acknowledge it so the difference may be resolved. In brief, from earliest childhood
this servant has been nurtured in the cradle of servitude, suckled at the breast of self-
effacement, and raised in the embrace of lowliness. This servant’s face is illumined
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with the light of servitude in the Most Glorious Kingdom, and this lowly one’s head is
adorned with the crown of bondage to the Ancient Beauty. By God, besides Whom
there is no other God, the breath of servitude is the very spirit of life for this servant.
— ABO01089

Context for Study

ABO00401 opens with an observation of structural-historical significance: in all previous dispensa-
tions, the “Center of the Covenant” existed but was either unknown or symbolic. The covenant
between God and Israel at Sinai had a visible center (Moses), but the authority to interpret it was
dispersed and contested across the centuries. The covenant at Ghadir Khumm had a designated
successor (‘All), but the community divided within days of the Prophet’s death over whether this
succession was binding. The Christian covenant centered on Christ, but the authority of Christ’s
vicar on earth was contested within centuries and produced the great Western Schism. In the
Bahé‘i dispensation, ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé claims, the Center is “visible and known” to all — it is visible,
literal, and uncontested within the explicit written text of the covenant itself. This assertion of
structural clarity is a theological claim, and a historically grounded one rather than triumphalism,
about the character of the present dispensation’s historical moment. The practical application in
ABO01089 is immediate: when differences arise, both sides must fall silent and refer to this servant.
The mechanism is simple, the demand radical. What makes it theologically coherent rather than
merely authoritarian is the simultaneous insistence that the referent is a servant rather than a
sovereign — one whose authority derives entirely from selfless alignment with Baha‘u‘llah’s explicit
written appointment. In Islamic terms, the designated interpreter (wali al-amr) carries authority
from the prior authority that designated him, independent of personal merit.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the claim that the Center of the Covenant is, for the first time in religious history,
“visible and known” relate to the philosophical problem of religious authority? Compare with
Max Weber’s three types of legitimate authority (traditional, charismatic, rational-legal) —
in which category does ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s authority fall, and why does none of the categories
quite fit?

2. AB00401 suggests that in previous dispensations the Covenant’s center was “symbolic and
preserved among the elect.”” How does this reading compare with the Shim theology of the
Hidden Imam as the living but concealed center of the Covenant, and with the Christian
theology of the Holy Spirit as the invisible guide of the Church?

3. The instruction of AB01089 (“both sides should remain silent and seek clarification”) creates
a practical epistemic discipline: in the face of dispute, neither party is authorized to act
unilaterally on their own interpretation. Compare this with the principle of stare decisis
in legal systems, with the Catholic Magisterium’s role in doctrinal disputes, and with the
Rabbinic tradition of referring intractable disputes to the majority of scholars.

4. ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé repeatedly grounds his authority in servitude rather than power. How does
this inversion of the usual relationship between authority and power compare with the po-
litical philosophy of Hannah Arendt, who distinguishes authority (based on the recognition
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of legitimate foundations) from power (based on collective action) from violence (based on
coercion)?

5. If the explicit, written, unambiguous character of the Baha‘i Covenant is its defining histor-
ical advantage, what new challenges does this explicitness create — especially regarding the
treatment of those who acknowledge the Covenant’s authenticity but dispute its application
in specific cases?

The Principles of Consultation: Spiritual Prerequisites for Collec-
tive Wisdom

Key Passages

O Lord and Confirmer of every gathering convened to exalt Thy Word of Divine Grace,
and Helper of every company united to serve at the threshold of Thy Divine Unity!
Today the consultative assembly has tremendous importance and strong necessity, and
obedience to it is obligatory and binding upon all, especially since they are pillars of
the Hands of the Cause. The members thereof must take counsel together in such wise
that no occasion for ill-feeling or discord may arise. The shining spark of truth cometh
forth only after the clash of differing opinions. If after discussion, a decision be carried
unanimously well and good; but if, the Lord forbid, differences of opinion should arise,
a majority of voices must prevail. — ABO01526

The prime requisites for them that take counsel together are purity of motive, radiance of
spirit, detachment from all else save God, attraction to His Divine Fragrances, humility
and lowliness amongst His loved ones, patience and long-suffering in difficulties and
servitude to His exalted Threshold. Should they be graciously aided to acquire these
attributes, victory from the unseen Kingdom of Bah4 shall be vouchsafed to them. —
ABO01545

Man must consult on all matters, whether major or minor, so that he may become
cognizant of what is good. Consultation giveth him insight into things and enableth
him to delve into questions which are unknown. The light of truth shineth from the
faces of those who engage in consultation, and the fountain of life flows in the meadow of
human reality. The lights of ancient glory shine forth and the tree of existence becomes
adorned with wondrous fruits. — ABO07356

Context for Study

The three consultation texts taken together constitute a comprehensive Baha‘{ philosophy of de-
liberation. AB01526 provides the institutional framework (consultative assembly with majority
rule and obedience to outcome), AB01545 provides the spiritual prerequisites (purity of motive,
radiance of spirit, detachment), and AB07356 provides the metaphysical rationale (consultation as
the source of “the light of truth” and the “fountain of life”). What is philosophically distinctive
about this triad is its insistence on the non-separation of inner spiritual condition and outer insti-
tutional process. The insight that “the shining spark of truth cometh forth only after the clash of
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differing opinions” anticipates later deliberative democracy theories (Jiirgen Habermas’s theory of
communicative rationality, John Rawls’s overlapping consensus) while grounding the process in a
different foundation: divine confirmation rather than procedural rationality. The prerequisites of
ABO01545 are explicitly spiritual virtues rather than epistemic ones: purity of motive comes before
clarity of thought; detachment from personal interest is the condition of access to collective truth.
This differs significantly from the Kantian tradition, in which the moral law can be known by any
rational agent regardless of virtue formation, and from the classical liberal tradition, in which good
institutions are designed to function even with self-interested participants. The Baha‘{ approach
holds that the quality of the persons determines the quality of the institution’s output, making
spiritual formation an institutional prerequisite rather than a personal bonus.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the claim that “the shining spark of truth cometh forth only after the clash of
differing opinions” compare with Hegel’s dialectical method (thesis-antithesis-synthesis), with
J.S. Mill’s argument in On Liberty for the marketplace of ideas, and with Habermas’s discourse
ethics? What does each position assume about the relationship between disagreement and
truth?

2. AB01545 lists “detachment from all else save God” as the first spiritual prerequisite for
consultation. How does this prerequisite relate to the Kantian demand for impartiality in
moral reasoning? Does detachment from personal interest exhaust what Baha‘i consultation
requires, or does the spiritual qualification add something beyond impartiality?

3. The instruction that decisions must be obeyed once made (even by those who disagreed with
them) raises the question of the relationship between conviction and compliance. Compare
with Socrates’ choice to accept the death penalty in the Crito, with the Lutheran principle
of private judgment (sola conscientiae), and with the Jesuit vow of obedience. What are the
conditions under which compliance with a decision one considers wrong is ethically coherent?

4. AB07356 says that “the light of truth shineth from the faces of those who engage in consul-
tation.” The image is bodily — visible light emanating from faces. What does this physical
metaphor suggest about the relationship between institutional process and spiritual transfor-
mation? Is consultation here a means to truth or a form of it?

5. How should the Baha‘i community navigate the tension between the institutional principle
of majority rule (which can produce wrong decisions) and the spiritual principle that consul-
tation ought to produce truth? What mechanisms of review or correction does the system of
Bah&‘i administration provide?

The Mashriqu‘l-Adhkar: Sacred Gathering and the Architecture of
Spirit

Key Passages

It befitteth the friends to hold a gathering, a meeting, where they shall glorify God
and fix their hearts upon Him, and read and recite the Holy Writings of the Blessed
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Beauty—may my soul be the ransom of His lovers! The lights of the All-Glorious Realm,
the rays of the Supreme Horizon, will be cast upon such bright assemblages, for these are
none other than the Mashriqu‘l-Adhkérs, the Dawning-Points of God’s Remembrance,
which must, at the direction of the Most Exalted Pen, be established in every hamlet
and city. — ABO01546

These spiritual gatherings must be held with the utmost purity and consecration, so
that from the site itself, and its earth and the air about it, one will inhale the fragrant
breathings of the Holy Spirit. When these are firmly established, private assemblies
shall be abolished. However, since public gatherings cannot at present be established
in various lands, as they would cause the agitation of the wicked and the interference of
the ungodly, there is no objection to establishing private gatherings wherein the number
of those present corresponds to the sacred number of the Greatest Name. — AB01546

Context for Study

ABO01546 is among the earliest detailed treatments of the Mashriqu‘l-Adhkéar as a concept and
institution. The name means literally “the Dawning-Point of the Mention of God” (mashrig al-
adhkar), and from the outset ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd presents it as a place that radiates spiritual light to
its surroundings — an active center of divine presence rather than merely a building for religious
functions. The instruction that such a place should be established “in every hamlet and city” is
programmatic, outlining a vision of the global penetration of devoted community life that would
take most of the twentieth century to begin realizing. The interim measure — private gatherings
limited to the number corresponding to the Greatest Name — reflects the tactical wisdom of hikma
(discernment) in a period of political danger: the goal is preserved while the means are adjusted to
circumstances. This combination of ultimate vision and provisional arrangement is characteristic of
‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s administrative thought. The claim that the site itself — “its earth and the air about
it” — becomes spiritually charged through consecrated use evokes ancient theories of sacred space:
the temenos of Greek religion, the haram of Islamic sacred space, the consecration of ground in
Catholic liturgy, and the kabbalistic understanding that prayer transforms the spiritual constitution
of physical locations. The insistence that the Mashriqu‘l-Adhkéar will eventually supersede all
private worship assemblies implies a vision of community life in which the communal act of divine
remembrance is structurally central rather than supplementary to private devotion.

Questions for Reflection

)

1. How does the concept of the Mashriqu‘l-Adhkér as a “Dawning-Point of God’s Remembrance’
that radiates light to its surroundings compare with the Islamic theology of the mosque as a
place of communal prostration, with the Jewish synagogue as a beit midrash (house of study
and prayer), and with the Christian cathedral as a symbolic microcosm of heaven? What does
each conception emphasize about the relationship between sacred space and divine presence?

2. The instruction to hold gatherings with “the utmost purity and consecration, so that from
the site itself one will inhale the fragrant breathings of the Holy Spirit” implies that physical
space can be spiritually transformed through human devotional practice. What theory of
the relationship between material and spiritual reality underlies this claim? How does it
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compare with the sacramental theology of Catholicism or with the Hindu understanding of
tirth (pilgrimage sites) as charged with accumulated spiritual energy?

3. The interim measure of private gatherings limited to a number corresponding to the Greatest
Name reflects a principle of adaptive strategy under constraint. How does this combination
of ultimate goal and provisional means compare with the dialectical relationship between
principle and circumstance in Marxist revolutionary theory, in Gandhian satyagraha, and in
Catholic social teaching’s concept of the “lesser evil”?

4. ABO01546 indicates that private assemblies will eventually be “abolished” once the Mashriqu‘l-
Adhkar is firmly established. What does this trajectory imply about the relationship between
individual religious privacy and communal spiritual life in the mature Baha‘{ vision?

5. How does the vision of a Mashriqu‘l-Adhkar in “every hamlet and city” relate to the Baha‘i
teaching on the organic unity of spiritual and material civilization? What would a world
permeated by such centers look like socially, architecturally, and politically?

The Bats and the Sun: Allegories of Recognition and Opposition

Key Passages

A few bats, that had crept into the corner of oblivion and fluttered in the darkness of
the house of the blind, from beneath a thousand coverlets would now and again censure
the light, and in every nook and corner chant the praises of the dark. They have counted
as gain the setting of the sun beneath the horizon of existence; they nod their heads,
would fain display their antics, and have found an open field. They would persuade
certain witless souls, through overturning whispers and lying breathings, that the Most
Great Luminary was harmful unto the world, and that the Ancient Sun was profitless
and darksome. Thus do they, with such idle words, revile the world-illumining sun and
extol the vehement darkness that compasseth all regions, yet they know not that the
life and very being of the children of darkness is itself derived from the bounty of that
Most Great Luminary. — ABO00668

And when that shining Luminary pitched its tent at the midpoint of heaven, at the
meridian, it struck the drums of sovereignty, proclaiming “O ye blind ones! O ye bats!
This is the effulgence of dawn and the manifestation of the Daystar of the horizons!
This is the radiance of Sinai and the brilliant flame! The eye of the yearning one is
illumined and the nostrils of lovers are perfumed! These are life-bestowing breezes and
the breaths from the gardens of the Most Great Resurrection! This is the trumpet blast
and the wafting fragrance from the rose-garden of joy! This is the outpouring of grace
and the Day of Glad-Tidings!” — ABO00708

Context for Study
The bat allegory of AB00668 and its sequel in AB00708 together constitute one of the most extended
and formally crafted satirical allegories in ‘Abdu‘l-Bahd’s writing. The bat is a stock image for

the person who cannot abide the light of truth: in Persian poetry, the bat (khuffash) appears
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regularly in contrast to the falcon or the eagle, and in classical Arabic literature the night-flying
bat was the symbol of the ignorant who prefer the darkness of their own understanding to the
light of divine guidance. ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé deploys this image with a paradox that gives it theological
weight: “they know not that the life and very being of the children of darkness is itself derived
from the bounty of that Most Great Luminary.” This is not mere polemic but a precise ontological
claim: even opposition to the divine Manifestation is sustained by the very energies it opposes.
The image recalls Aquinas’s argument that evil has no independent being but is always a privation
of good, and Augustine’s reading of the Clity of Man as ultimately dependent on the Clity of God
for its temporal order. The second text (AB00708) then shifts from ironic analysis to prophetic
proclamation: the Sun at midday “strikes the drums of sovereignty” and calls out to the blind and
bat-like to recognize what is directly before them. The escalating list of what the Sun announces
— “life-bestowing breezes,” “the Most Great Resurrection,” “the Day of Glad-Tidings,” “the terror
of resurrection” — deliberately weaves together joy and judgment, reward and accountability, in
the classical prophetic mode of the Day of the Lord.

Questions for Reflection

1. The bat allegory contains the paradox that the Manifestation’s opponents derive their very
existence from the energies they oppose. How does this ontological claim compare with
Augustine’s analysis of evil as a privation of being (privatio boni), with Hegel’s account
of negation as a moment within Spirit’s self-realization, and with the Islamic theological
tradition’s struggle (mu‘tazilah vs. ash‘ariyyah) over whether God is the cause of evil acts?

2. The image of the bats who “praise the dark” while living from the Sun’s bounty is a portrait
of what might be called ideological bad faith. Compare with Sartre’s analysis of mauvaise
foi (bad faith) in Being and Nothingness, with Marx’s concept of ideology as the systematic
misrepresentation of one’s actual material interests. What does the Baha‘i account add to
these secular diagnoses?

3. The Sun at midday in AB00708 proclaims both “the Day of Glad-Tidings” and “the terror
of resurrection.” How does this double proclamation compare with the Hebrew prophetic
tradition’s “Day of the Lord” (yom Adonai), which is simultaneously salvation for the remnant
and judgment for the wicked (Amos 5:18-20, Zephaniah 1)7

4. ‘Abdu‘l-Bahé notes at the end of AB00668 that “these words were written in jest, but listen
with the ear of truth.” What does this self-qualifying remark reveal about his understanding
of the relationship between satirical allegory and serious theological claim? How does he want
the reader to hold the humorous tone and the urgent content together?

5. The call from the Sun at midday — “O ye blind ones! O ye bats! This is the effulgence of

dawn!” — is addressed directly to those who cannot yet see. What does this form of address
reveal about the prophetic imagination’s hope for the transformation of the very audience it
satirizes?
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The Renewal of Persia: History, Identity, and Spiritual Destiny

Key Passages

O Thou sanctified Lord! From its earliest days, Thou didst make the soil of Persia
to be musk scented and soul stirring, gem laden and knowledge bearing. Above its
east shineth at all times Thy luminous Orb, and from its west appeareth the radiant
moon. Its land fostereth love, its heavenly plains teem with enchanting herbs and
flowers, its slopes are replete with fresh and delectable fruits, its meadows are the envy
of the garden of Eden, its wisdom beareth tidings of the celestial realm, its fervour is
that of the fathomless and surging ocean. For a time, the flame of its knowledge was
extinguished and the star of its greatness hidden beneath a veil. But at last, the ocean
of Thy bounty surged forth and the sun of Thy favour shone resplendent. — AB01999

O Parsis! The land of Persia is the Orient, and the people of Persia are precious and
beloved. The realm of Iran is the Eastern clime and has been the country of the godly
ones from the beginning. For a time, there came a decline and negligence appeared. The
moon of its glory’s zenith set, and the star of its wisdom and knowledge descended. Time
passed, and now again the time of good fortune has arrived and the sun of auspicious
destiny has dawned. Take each other’s hands, become as one soul, one heart and one
purpose, and strive until that ancient glory becomes manifest in this gathering and that
bird of the meadow sings in this rose garden. — ABO02897

O my God and my Beloved! After Thou didst conceal Thyself behind the veils of
perfection, hide behind the clouds of glory, cover Thyself with the veil of absence, and
deprive eyes from witnessing and ears from hearing Thy address — do Thou open
before our faces the gates of favors, direct our gaze toward the Kingdom of bounty,
assist us with the hosts of Thy unseen realm, aid us with the army of Thy might and
power, quicken our hearts with the sweet savors of Thy holiness, illuminate our vision
with witnessing the signs of Thy glory, expand our breasts through the traces of Thy
oneness, and make us servants of Thy Cause who rely upon Thy help and protection
and who hasten to the field of sacrifice out of longing to meet Thee. — ABO03605

Context for Study

The three texts in this section address Persia as both a historical reality and a spiritual symbol.
ABO01999 is a prayer of extraordinary lyrical beauty that traces the arc of Iranian civilization: from
its primordial endowment as a land of “musk and soul-stirring” gifts through a period of eclipse to
the present moment of divine renewal through the Baha‘i revelation. This is a theology of national
election and renewal that has structural parallels with the Hebrew prophets’ understanding of Israel
— chosen from the beginning, fallen into infidelity, but promised restoration. The comparison with
Isaiah 40-55 (the “Second Isaiah” of consolation and renewal) is particularly apt: in both cases, the
language moves from the grandeur of the original endowment through the pain of eclipse to the
dawn of restoration. AB02897, addressed to the Zoroastrian (Parsi) community of Persia, reframes
this narrative within an inter-religious horizon: Persia is “the country of the godly ones from the
beginning,” a claim that honors the pre-Islamic Zoroastrian heritage while positioning the Baha‘i
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revelation as the culmination of that ancient spiritual lineage. The Naw-Ruz prayer of AB03605
places the community’s present moment — the concealment of Baha‘u‘llah behind the “veils of
perfection” — within the cycle of the Persian New Year, connecting the natural rhythm of seasonal
renewal with the spiritual rhythm of the divine Manifestation’s withdrawal and the community’s
response. Together, the three texts model a sophisticated theology of history in which nations,
traditions, and seasons are all read as carriers of divine purpose.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the theology of national election and renewal in AB01999 — Persia as the divinely
endowed cradle of wisdom and love, fallen but now renewed — compare with the concept of
am segullah (treasured people) in the Hebrew Bible and with the Islamic concept of the “best
community raised up for humanity” (Qur‘an 3:110)7 What are the theological risks and gifts
of national chosenness in each tradition?

2. AB02897 is addressed to the Zoroastrian (Parsi) community as “the people of Persia” and
honors their ancient heritage as “the country of the godly ones from the beginning.” What does
this address reveal about ‘Abdu‘l-Baha’s approach to the Zoroastrian tradition specifically,
and how does it compare with the Baha‘{ teaching on the validity of all divine religions?

3. The Naw-Ruz prayer of AB03605 is offered on the Persian New Year, connecting the commu-
nity’s experience of Baha‘u‘llah’s absence with the natural cycle of seasonal renewal. How
does this liturgical grounding of spiritual experience in the rhythms of nature compare with
the Hebrew calendar’s alignment of festivals with agricultural seasons and with the Christian
liturgical year’s alignment of theological mysteries with natural cycles?

4. The prayer of AB03605 petitions for “servants of Thy Cause who hasten to the field of sacrifice
out of longing to meet Thee.” The longing for reunion drives the willingness for sacrifice.
How does this dynamic of desire-as-motivation compare with the Augustinian “restless heart”
(inquietum est cor nostrum), with the Sufi concept of shawq (longing) as the energy of the

spiritual path, and with Plato’s Eros as the philosopher’s motivation in the ascent toward the
Good?

5. How might the vision of Persia’s spiritual renewal — its ancient wisdom joined to the rev-
elation of Baha‘u‘lldh — illuminate the broader Baha‘i understanding of the relationship
between cultural heritage and religious transformation? Does the Faith call on every nation
to renew its particular genius, or to transcend national identity altogether?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The second collection of 1897 writings moves outward from the crisis of Covenant-breaking toward
the construction of the world the Covenant makes possible. Consultation, community worship, the
Mashriqu‘l-Adhkér, and the renewal of nations are all elements of an emerging architecture for a
new civilization — one that does not erase the accumulated gifts of human history but gathers and
transfigures them.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the Covenant is the foundation
from which not only community governance but also communal worship, deliberation,
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and the spiritual renewal of entire nations must grow, what does it mean to “hold
fast” to the Covenant in a way that is genuinely generative — an opening toward the
new, rather than a mere defense against the old?
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