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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 118

This volume, comprising letters written around 1898, belongs to the early, highly charged phase of
Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry in which the language of the Covenant becomes both a doctrinal key and a
practical instrument of community preservation. The dominant note is unmistakable: firmness in
the Covenant, repudiation of ambiguity, and the consolidation of a distinct center of authority after
Baha’u’llah’s passing. Many letters are brief exhortations in this register, praising steadfastness,
denouncing wavering, and urging the friends to arise as protectors of unity. Yet the volume is
not merely reactive. It also shows Abdu’l-Baha shaping a positive theology of his own function,
repeatedly defining his station as pure servitude and calling the believers to understand that this
very servitude is the basis of his authority as interpreter and center of cohesion. AB00165 is
especially important in this respect: it forbids interpretive excess and disputation, insists that the
friends cling to Abdu’l-Baha’s explicit utterances, and closes off attempts to elevate his rank beyond
what he himself states, even while clarifying the relation of the Bab and Baha’u’llah through the
imagery of the niche and the glass. AB00180 presses the point further by situating the Covenant of
this dispensation against the far briefer designations of earlier religions, presenting the explicitness
of succession in the Baha'’i revelation as one of its distinguishing marks. Taken together, these texts
show Abdu’l-Baha defining a community hermeneutic as much as a personal station: obedience,
anti-sectarian discipline, and the subordination of private speculation to an authoritative center.

Alongside this consolidation of authority, the volume also preserves several letters of marked his-
torical and intellectual interest. ABO02837 is a notable early statement on the House of Justice,
outlining the moral qualifications of its members and describing an elected, ordered process by
which they are to be chosen, while also acknowledging that contemporary conditions did not yet
permit implementation. In this same period of institutional latency, AB03845 offers a striking
interpretation of the ingathering of Israel, moving between symbolic and literal senses: Jerusalem
becomes both a spiritual reality centered on the Manifestation and, at the same time, the site of a
future outward restoration of Israel to the Holy Land. ABU3705 is of major historical significance,
announcing with evident joy that the remains of the Bab had at last been removed from Iran into
Ottoman territory and were thereby brought one stage nearer to their final resting place on Mount
Carmel, a moment linked explicitly to the fulfillment of Baha’u’llah’s promise. These letters widen
the horizon of the volume beyond intra-communal crisis: they point toward future institutions,
sacred geography, and the physical realization of a central shrine.

What keeps the volume from becoming purely administrative or polemical is the continued presence
of lyric and devotional intensity. AB04431, an ecstatic poem in praise of Baha’u’llah, shows how
thoroughly the language of longing, beauty, and mystical abasement remains woven into Abdu’l-
Baha’s epistolary output, even in a year so occupied with tests of loyalty and definition of rank.
More broadly, many of the surrounding prayers and short letters return to themes of effacement,
sacrifice, attraction, and enkindlement, suggesting that the Covenant is not conceived merely as
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a legal arrangement but as a spiritual state of self-abnegation before the Manifestation. In that
sense, this volume is characteristic of Abdu’l-Baha at a crucial moment: it is at once defensive
and expansive, guarding the community against fragmentation while directing it toward future
administrative order, prophetic fulfillment, and a spirituality grounded in servitude, steadfastness,
and love.
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AB02022

AB02022

To: Ustad Muhammad Hasan (Turbat) et al., in Turbat Haydariyih

Date: 1898-Jan-16

O God! O my God! You see souls who are attracted by the fra-
grances from the gardens of Your sanctified Kingdom, who are
gladdened by the verses of Your unity, who are ignited by the
burning fire that blazed forth in the Tree of Your mercifulness,
and who are stirred by the breeze wafting from the direction
O Lord! The wine of ardent love made them
drunk, and the ecstasy of the wine of recognition moved them
until it took them from themselves and hastened them to the
field of sacrifice. O Lord! You see each one aflame, burn-
ing, attracted, stirred, rejoicing, speaking Your praise, turn-
ing to You, calling out Your name, illumined by the light of
Your Kingdom, supplicating to You, and imploring the might
of Your sovereignty.

of Your oneness.

O Lord! They sacrificed their spirits in Your path and spent
their souls in Your love. Their blood was spilled upon Your
earth, their limbs were severed, their bodies were dismembered,
their frames were dissolved, their flesh was burned, and their
forms were crushed because of their faith in Your Beauty. O
Lord! Raise up their severed heads in Your Most Glorious
Kingdom, and illumine their dust-covered faces on Your earth
with the light of Your bestowals at Your Most Exalted Thresh-
old. Gladden their hearts, which were pierced by the spears
of enmity, with the holy fragrances in Your verdant gardens.
Revive their spirits with the spirit of favors in Your Paradise of
Refuge. O Lord! Crown them with the diadems of grace and
adorn them with wreaths of glory in Your flourishing meadows.
Clothe them in the robes of glory and the mantle of Your be-
stowals, embroidered with the ornament of bounty. Send down
their blessings upon Your servants who exist on Your earth, per-
fume the senses of Your loved ones with their sweet fragrances,
revive hearts with the fragrant musk of the wine of their love,
and make them shining suns in the zenith of favors, brilliant
stars in the horizon of unity, radiant orbs in the dawning-place
of oneness, and gleaming lamps in the glass of sanctity. Exalt
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AB04542

their remembrance among Your creation. Verily, You are the
Faithful, the Mighty, the Merciful, the Generous.
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AB04542

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Khurasan

Date: 1898-Jan-16

O thou who callest out to the Covenant and diffusest the divine
fragrances throughout all regions!

Rejoice in the bounty of thy Lord who hath distinguished thee
in the kingdom of existence and made thee a leader of the peo-
ple of prostration in this witnessed Day. Loose thy tongue and
scatter the pearls of utterance and the gems of exposition in
praise and glorification befitting that Most Exalted Threshold,
for He Who is mighty in strength hath confirmed thee, the
glad-tidings of the Most Glorious Kingdom have reached thee,
the melodies of the Supreme Concourse have attracted thee,
and caused thee to speak in praise amidst the gathering of
the exalted ones in the assemblages of remembrance, and hath
illumined thy countenance at the Most Sublime and Exalted
Threshold.

Therefore, gird up thy loins, strengthen thy back, and steel
thy resolve to serve the Cause of thy Lord. Arise to promote it
and raise thy voice in the scenes of resplendent light until the
flames of thy fire consume the veils of those who doubt and
the coverings of those who seek the ambiguous. Kindle the fire
of the love of God in the hearts of the pure ones, and sing and
trill with most wondrous melodies in the gardens of the Most
Glorious Paradise.

By thy life! The Holy Spirit will confirm thee, the Spirit of
Truth will inspire thee, the Manifest Spirit will attract thee,
the hosts of the Supreme Concourse will support thee, the
powers of the Kingdom will aid thee. And upon thee be glory!
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AB02472

AB02472

To: Ibn-i Dakhil Mulla Husayn, in Maraghih
Date: 1898-Jan-17

O thou who hast held fast to the cord of the Covenant! By God,
the True One! The dwellers of the most glorious Companion
and those who occupy the foremost ranks in the dominion of
the Supreme Concourse are in a state of joy and attraction,
longing and yearning for those who are firm and steadfast in
God’s Covenant. Their faces beam with delight at the men-
tion of them and their breasts are gladdened by the fragrances
wafting from the garden of such hearts. Glad tidings, then, to
them of this bounty which shines like a lamp in the glass of all
the worlds! And thou, O thou lamp blazing with the light of
the love of God, rejoice at these glad tidings which cause the
hearts of God’s chosen ones to soar, and make firm thy steps
on God’s path - this Covenant which God took beneath the
tree of fellowship on the day of His manifestation and radiance
in the eternal atoms, then embodied and exemplified in the
Kingdom of archetypes in the form of a Tablet inscribed by
the Supreme Pen. Glory be to my Lord, the Most Glorious!
By God, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting! The hosts of thy
Lord will strengthen thee in this, and angels drawn nigh will
aid thee therein. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

With utmost longing we would sacrifice our souls for all the
friends of the Beauty of Abha, may my spirit be offered up
for His loved ones. For the life-giving fragrances of His King-
dom from the gardens of the hearts of these temples of holiness
waft day and night, and we are in joy and delight remembering
their enchanting countenance. Through divine assistance and
grace, we have strong hope that each one will arise like an iron
barrier against Gog of violation and Magog of wavering and
perturbation in the Cause, until they witness the power of di-
vine confirmation and behold the might of the Lord’s assistance.
By the life of God! Today a steadfast child could withstand
all who are on earth, let alone these children of the cradle and
the hosts of the children of the breaking of the Covenant. And
the Glory be upon you at every moment. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

He is God! The honored Khan has permission to circumam-
bulate the Point of Adoration of the Supreme Concourse, and
when the means are available, that journey can be undertaken
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with joy and fragrance in a way that makes covering the dis-
tance easy, for “whoso is able to do so.” And the Glory be
upon you, O people of Baha!

AB07042

To: Ahmad Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1898-Jan-23+

O thou who enkindlest the fire of the love of God in the Sinai I ,yial ¢liw & 4 22 b B2l L)
of the breasts! I send thee greetings and praise from the Sacred dfm\ G3ls e N, edl K Joos!
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done, well done!” ]
O thou who hast entered beneath the shadow of the Sacred (& Cas)) é\ syl B Jes e b
Tree that arose in the Holy Land and extended Its shade unto  55¥1 3 WS o 23l , rIIUIORN]
all regions! Glad tidings unto thee that thou hast passed from el JV‘ ol e u)/ kK
the right side of the vale, perceived a fire on Sinai, hath been
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assist thee in all places, and the Holy Spirit aids thee with Olas 5 358 Sy
power and might.
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all that dwell on earth.
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AB04580

To: Mirza Ali Asghar nephew of Mirza Muhammad Rida Khan, in Nayriz

Date: 1898-Jan-27

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! The lamp
of the Concourse on High hath appeared in the glass of the
morn with the light of gladness, and the radiant beams from
the Kingdom of the Unseen shine upon the world of spirits. So
hasten to prosperity! Hasten to success! Hasten to the rose in
bloom and the sweet, honeyed, flowing spring and the pleasant,
delightful drink! Hasten to the surging, heaving sea! Hasten
to the pouring, rushing water! Hasten to the brilliant lamp!
Hasten to the light shining in the glass of ascension!

By God, the Truth! The voice of glorification from the Con-
course of Divine Unity is raised to the ears of the people of
the glorious pavilion at the throne of the All-Merciful, praising
the sanctified temples for their eyes being gladdened by wit-
nessing the lights of guidance shining from the Most Glorious
Kingdom, and for their holding fast to the Strong Cord, and
turning to the Manifest Light in the Supreme Horizon, and
standing firm in God’s Covenant, and speaking of God’s favor,
and clinging to the Sure Handle.

And verily thou, O thou who art turned toward God, drink in
the morning of this dawn from the wine of the love of God, and
illumine thyself with the light of the knowledge of God, and
be gladdened by the spirit of the breeze of God, and attain
success in this glorious century and new age among the chosen
ones of God.
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AB01655

To: Mirza Ali Bunakdar, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Jan-28

O my God! This servant of Thine, supplicating before Thee,
imploring at the gate of Thy oneness, firm and steadfast in Thy
Covenant and Testament, speaking Thy praise, mindful of Thy
remembrance, attracted unto Thee, enkindled with the fire of
Thy love - O Lord, assist him and strengthen him through
Thy might and power. Make him a sign of Thy most glorious
Kingdom, that he may confirm the weak in Thy Covenant and
Testament, O Lord of the mighty sovereignty, and inspire the
listless to arise to serve Thy Cause, O Thou Who hast conquer-
ing power over all things. May he heal every blind one with
the light of recognition, cure every sick one with the spirit of
certitude, cause every mute one to speak with the most won-
drous utterance and finest exposition. O Lord! Make him Thy
greatest sign, the dawning-place of Thy mighty gift, and the
manifestation of the traces of Thy mercy which hath preceded
all things, O Thou Who art the Lord of the first and the last.
Bless him in all matters. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Forgiving.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Arise to serve the Truth
in such wise that thou findest all who dwell on earth powerless
before thee. In the court of the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones - be so selfless that thou seest
thyself as nothing and non-existent. When thou attainest this
most exalted station, with a power from the Abha Kingdom
thou shalt scatter the hosts of violation like scattered dust,
shatter the army of doubts with one charge, and disperse the
forces of vain imaginings with a single assault. This is through
the power of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

Leave the weak in the pit of doubt, abandon the deaf whose
hearing is sealed by God’s wrath, let be the blind one whose
sight is veiled by the covering of remoteness, and turn thy
face toward the Lord of Lords with a submissive heart, a hum-
ble form, a radiant countenance, a shining visage and a joyful
spirit. By the True God! Then shalt thou be immersed in
the oceans of mercy, sustained from the table of bounty, taste
the sweetness of the gift, and become intoxicated from the
choice wine of thy Lord, the Exalted, the Generous. Today the
Cup-Bearer of the Covenant, the Luminary of the horizons, be-
stoweth the manifestation of divine mercy from the invisible
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realm of the mighty Abha Kingdom and offereth the cup of
bestowal. Well is it with them that drink! And upon thee be

glory.
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AB08439

To: Fadlullah Naraqi (Muavinut-Tujjar), in Sauj Bulagh
Date: 1898-Feb-01

O thou who art firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant! The
call is the call of the Covenant, and the pledge is the pledge
of the Lord God. The birds of holiness are in rapture and
delight at this call, while the owls of tyranny are in grief and
affliction at this melody. To the nightingale of the garden of
divine unity, the cooing of the dove and the sound of the Most
Exalted Pen’s movement are sweet indeed, while to the crows of
the rose-garden of limitation, croaking and cawing and sighing
and moaning are befitting.

Therefore, be thou full to overflowing with the wine of joy,
for in this most brilliant morn, like unto the bird of dawn,
thou hast chanted the divine anthem of the Covenant, cap-
tured hearts, and proclaimed “Glory be to my Lord, the Most
Glorious!” in a loud voice. And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB08129

To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Sauj Bulagh
Date: 1898-Feb-01

O thou candle of the love of God! It is morning, and the
radiance of the Covenant from the Sun of the Testament hath
illumined both East and West, lighting up the world. The life-
giving breeze from the Abha Kingdom perfumes the nostrils
and fills the mind with fragrance. The clouds of bounty are
overflowing, and the outpouring of witnessed grace giveth life
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to both worlds. The sea of favors is surging with waves, and
the waves of benevolence rise ever higher. It is the chanting
of the verses of unity, whose melody reacheth the Kingdom of
holiness, and whose song of glorification continually attaineth
the realm of detachment. Therefore, like a spiritual nightingale
upon the mystic branch, cry out with divine melodies: “Holy
and Sanctified is the Lord of the angels and the Spirit, the
Lord of the Kingdom of the Unseen, the King of the Throne
of Glory, the Most Glorious Beauty!”
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To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Ishqabad
Date: 1898-Feb-10

O my God! This is Your servant, attracted by the fragrances of
the verses, enkindled by the fire ignited in the Tree of Words,
turning to You with a humble and submissive heart, broken
before Your Kingdom, enamored with Your love, consumed by
the fire of longing, who has endured every tribulation and pain
in the path of Your love and has submitted to Your sovereign
oneness with a radiant countenance, watchful eye, brilliant
brow and pure heart, until the beauty of Your unity was veiled
by the clouds of absence. Yet he remained firm, steadfast and
unwavering in the Covenant and Testament. O Lord! Make
him a promoter of my servitude at Your exalted Threshold and
a herald of my bondage before Your supreme Presence. May
he follow my good-pleasure in all things until he attains Your
good-pleasure, O Ever-Living, O Self-Subsisting. May he say
what I say, speak what I speak, be pleased with what pleases
me, rejoice in what brings me joy, and believe as I believe in
my evanescence, servitude, self-effacement and utter nothing-
ness before Your holy Threshold. Verily You are the Helper,
the Generous.
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AB05904

To: Mulla Muhammad Ali, in Baku
Date: 1898-Feb-10

O ancient beloved! I have read the expressions of your long-
ing and learned the meanings of your letter which speaks of
your burning passion and the strength of your attraction to
entering this supplied rose garden, to attaining this bestowed
bounty, to reaching the spring of Tasnim, and to achieving the
supreme triumph - so that you might circle the precincts of
the Supreme Concourse, press your face upon the dust of the
Most Exalted Threshold, perfume your nostrils with the holy
fragrances in the luminous spot, become ignited by the fire kin-
dled in the Lote Tree of Sinai, and taste the ripe fruit in the
highest Paradise.

2 Hasten to the greatest outpourings! Hasten to the incompara-
ble gift! Hasten to the supreme triumph! Hasten to witness
the manifest light! Hasten to Kawthar and Tasnim!

By God the True One, the luminous spot is perfumed in all
directions, ambered in all quarters, rose-laden in its soil, illu-
mined in its surroundings, radiant in its horizons. By the life
of God, this is glad tidings from which waft the fragrances of
the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Please convey Most Glorious greetings to his honor the son,
and may they be companions.
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To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran
Date: 1898-Feb-12

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! I have read
thy verses of thanksgiving to the Ancient God, for He hath
guided thee to the straight path, expanded thy breast with the
light of certitude, illumined thine eyes to witness the manifest
horizon, and revived thy heart with the breeze of acceptance
wafting from the paradise of bliss. Blessed art thou for this
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cup brimming with the wine of God’s love. Happy art thou for
this heavenly table descended from on high. By thy life! This
is indeed a table for the righteous and a wine that sways the
limbs and is sanctified beyond description. Whoever takes a
sip thereof shall never recover, and its intoxication hath no end.
Were the sweet fragrance of its breath to waft, it would quicken
the dead in their graves. When its goblets overflow, minds
are drowned in its floods, and among the living both virgin
and chaste are unveiled. Therefore give thanks and prostrate
thyself and draw near, for He hath distinguished thee with this
great bounty and supported thee with the hosts of guidance
and servants ye see not. Spread the divine fragrances through
this power confirmed from the Most Glorious Kingdom and call
the people to thy Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. Verily God is
the Manifest Guide.

2 O my God and my Beloved! This is a bird that hath soared
to the realm of revelation and witnessing, and longeth to wing
through the gardens of existence. Therefore assist him with
the psalms of David’s house and melodies that would soften
solid rock, that he may sing the most wondrous songs in the
expanse of paradise and the vastness of the Merciful’s gardens,
and may guide the people of the Furqan and those of the Bayan
to the fountain of life, and deliver them from abasement and
degradation. O Lord! He is Thy truthful servant, attracted to
the kingdom of Thy oneness, enkindled with the fire lit in the
tree of Thy unity. Aid him with the hosts of Thy confirmation
and assist him with the armies of Thy grace. Verily Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty.

O thou who art turned to God and detached unto God! The
station of the previous Manifestations was that of the Greater
Prophethood, and the station of the Primal Point was that of
witnessed Divinity, and the station of the Most Holy Ancient
Beauty was that of the Essential Oneness of Existential Iden-
tity, while the rank of this servant is that of pure, absolute,
genuine, true servitude which admits of no interpretation or
explanation. I am but a truthful servant at His exalted thresh-
old and a faithful bondsman in the court of His glory. By this
do I glory in the kingdom of existence and this is my religion,
my path, my way, and my belief.

O thou who art attracted to God! If thou wishest to bring
joy and spiritual delight to this servant of Baha, compose a
treatise proving the servitude and bondage of this servant at
the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, that I may recite
it with sweet melody and my soul may rejoice and my spirit
be stirred. Glory be upon all who speak of my servitude at
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the threshold of Baha and confirm my bondage in the court of 3 é:g) od s ol 1 3 é)}:’.{ Gl
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AB11125

To: Muhammad Halabisaz Zanjani
Date: 1898-Feb-12

Praise be to God Who caused the Dove to speak forth in praise i) B ;L.JL b)j\ uh;\ L;,\3\ &
and made manifest the Point emerging at the letter B through & 8254l aallal) JYL U e 5,U0
the extended Alif absolute in the Most Great Scrolls, where- y Cabit 5 UKy e L 1L s
upon they gathered together and were perfected and were or- s e ("ij f‘”w G )y e
dered and were contained and were joined, and thus became

the Greatest Name, rising and shining at the Pole of Creation. C'w‘ s 2y
INBA59:122a

AB11054

To: Aga Husayn Hakim

Date: 1898-Feb-17

Allah-u-Abha! ) 4

The Manifestations have been cut off, leading to the Most V’E;Y\ )ﬁﬁ_)\ ) Qbﬂﬁj\ L
Great Manifestation, the Most Subtle Symbol, the Ancient -. Ly oSy g s aecdl ol
Light, the Lord of Nations. And the Holy Temple of the S )f i fwl v

Most Glorious Beauty has been established upon the throne aokaal) Sy Je @Y &) peadll ‘ﬁ-’*
of grandeur and power, and the lights have shone forth from <l &Se o ) jiﬁf\ Gk o 1Y
the Kingdom of the Unseen, and the rays of that effulgence i,.(_l, alaY K w2l GV bl P
have encompassed all regions. Yet the people remain in pro- fJg;« Je= G ¢ gvil

found ignorance.
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AB00981

To: Baha’is of Zavarih et al.
Date: 1898-Mar-01

O God! O my God! These are servants whose hearts have
been ignited with the fire of Thy love, whose patience has been
severed due to their separation from beholding the lights of
Thy countenance, whose tears flow from the surging of their
longing for Thy holy threshold, and in whose innermost beings
burn the fires of anguish from being seized by the hardships
of separation from Thy sacred court of oneness. O Lord! Aid
them with the breaths of Thy holiness, gladden them with
the signs of Thy companionship, illuminate their hearts with
the effulgences of Thy mysteries, purify their souls with cool
water and drink from Thy streams, brighten their eyes with
the witnessing of Thy signs, expand their hearts through the
appearance of Thy clear proofs, strengthen their loins with
Thy power, fortify their backs with Thy might, protect them
in the cave of Thy protection and shelter, guard them with Thy
care, and make them the emblems of Thy Covenant and the
guardians of the fortress of Thy Testament. Verily Thou art
the Almighty, the Powerful, the Ever-Living, the Everlasting,
the Capable, the Dominant, the Self-Subsisting.

O divine friends! It is morning and nostrils are perfumed with
fragrances from the gardens of the Abha Kingdom, eyes are
turned toward the Supreme Concourse, a sweet breeze blows
from the direction of grace, the outpouring of favors arrives
from the invisible Kingdom, the hosts of divine confirmation
follow one after another, and the armies of success come in
waves from the hidden bounties of the Intended Lord and King
of existence - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones. We
hope that in this mighty century and glorious age, which is the
first emanation and eternal life, we may be successful in servi-
tude at the Sacred Threshold and arise to fulfill whatever are
the mysteries and conditions of this servitude, so that, intoxi-
cated with the sealed wine, all friends may arise dancing and
stamping their feet in the arena of the Covenant, all may arise
in complete servitude, engage in diffusing the divine fragrances,
and strive to exalt the Word of God.

O loved ones of God and His trustees! The time has come
and the moment has arrived for us to sacrifice our spirits and
expend all we possess in the path of our Kind Lord, as He has
strengthened us with mighty power in this great Cause, that

we may strive and endeavor to sacrifice our spirits and attain
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the most great martyrdom and draw near to His Most Glorious
Kingdom and cling to the Most Firm Handle. Hasten, hasten
to this mighty gift! Rush, rush to this manifest mercy! Make
haste, make haste to this great bounty! O loved ones of God,
detach yourselves from all else but God! O trustees of God,
be set ablaze with the fire of the love of God! O chosen ones
of God, spread the fragrances of God! O pure ones of God,
exalt the Word of God! O pious ones of God, hold fast to the
Covenant of God! For time is a sharp sword, swift to pass -
waste it not in that which profits you not nor avails anything.

O Lord! Grant this weak servant and Thy friends a dwelling
and refuge at the threshold of Thy servitude, that we may
arise to fulfill the conditions of servitude and sacrifice soul,
heart and body with the utmost joy. Thou art the Bestower
and the Helper in all things.

5 e ase U Ol oS 5Ll
G s, Ju gl Tud) 4K e ol
S sl 2l e 3 31 )
Blall o 1 ol el 1) 2 Ml 00
s 18 iVl Bl T L S 0,80
e 4 2l Jhad WL 4l Tl | e 4l
ALl b Sl ) Sl 2, &l L L
Gl SR 1Tl L o B 27 Sk
% LaBV) o (b6 i 231 3
bt e Yy Sedn Y L o

55 s b1y Canis *ocs o €250 8
.Lv}f‘.{b I LSJL}:.EA ;,1::),9 oleal
20 I 03 G 5 ds 50l 5 el Zesge
Ot ma )2 a5 s e G5 ULl
INBA89:001,

MJMJ3.063bx, MMG2#285

p-316x

AB05453

To: Mirza Muhammad Khan Sar, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Mar-02

O thou who art stirred by the divine fragrances! Hearken unto
the melody of thanksgiving ascending to the Kingdom of thy
Lord, the Most Glorious, in that He hath assisted the sincere
ones to remain firm in the Covenant through confirmations
from the Supreme Concourse, and caused them to voice His
praise in great gatherings, and illumined their faces with a
brilliant light from the luminous Countenance shining from
behind the clouds of majesty with grandeur and glory from
the horizon of the Unseen. Verily, if thou wouldst listen with
an attentive ear, thou wouldst hear the call from all directions.
Glorified be my Lord, the Most High! And the Glory be upon
thee and upon every servant who hath stood firm in the Cause
through the power of the Covenant.

Jenab-i-Mirza Ali-Aga hath expended the utmost effort in ser-
vice to the Cause, and the Hands of the Cause have offered
him their highest praise. Through the bounty of the Ancient
Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - 1
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hope that He will assist us all to serve at His Holy Threshold.
Verily, He confirmeth whomsoever He willeth to do whatsoever
He pleaseth, and He, verily, hath power over all things. The
Glory be upon thee.
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AB09082

To: Muhammad Rida son of Akhtar
Date: 1898-Mar-02

O thou who art holding fast to the hem of the robe of grandeur!
Glorify, sanctify and praise the name of thy Lord, the Ever-
Living, the Ancient of Days, and say: Glory be to Him Who
brought forth the supreme creation and ordained the First and
the Last! Glory be to Him Who established the Greater Res-
urrection! Glory be to Him Who created and fashioned! Glory
be to Him Who extended the Path and raised up the highest
heavens! Glory be to Him Who set the Balance and gathered
together all in existence for the next creation, and caused those
who believed to enter into His mercy, and the heedless into hell-
fire and torment - and evil is the end of him who denied and
fabricated lies!
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AB12663

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Zavarihi
Date: 1898-Mar-02

O thou servant who art supplicating unto God! Arise with
the power of thy Lord to serve thy Lord Who created thee
and fashioned thee. By God, the Truth! The hosts of thy Lord
will, in this, assist thee from all directions, and the outpourings
will continue to descend upon thee from thy King, the Lord of
earth and heaven. By thy life! Verily the concourse of the
Supreme Host are engaged in combat and struggle, and the
armies of the Most Glorious Kingdom are launching an attack
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and waging battle. Thou seest ranks arrayed by the thousands
being broken in every direction. Is this not from the victory of
thy Lord which He promised to those near unto Him?
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AB10732

To: Mirza Ibrahim, in Qazvin
Date: 1898-Mar-02

O Ibrahim! Verily the Glorious Friend was expelled from his
nearby homeland to the furthest shore, seeking humiliation
in all conditions. But God refused; rather, He made this de-
parture a means of ascension to the zenith of the heaven of
the constellation. Soon thou shalt see how the spreading of
the leaves of doubts caused firmness and steadfastness in the
hearts of the friends in all directions.
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AB11259

To: Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, in Qazvin
Date: 1898-Mar-02

O Mihdi! Verily, guidance is a shining light, radiant and
resplendent from the horizon of the Covenant; it casteth its
beams upon the temples of the people of illumination. As for
the people of hypocrisy, they have no portion thereof. And
upon thee be the glory.
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AB11409

To: Karbala’t Rida, in Qazvin
Date: 1898-Mar-02

O Rida! Verily, contentment with God’s decree is a charac-
teristic of those who are detached and a practice of those who
are attracted by the fragrances of the Most Glorious Kingdom.
And upon thee be Glory!
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ABO00561

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqypt
Date: 1898-Mar-10

Concerning the papers that were sent to you, you wrote asking
what should be done with them - do with them whatever you
deem appropriate. Certainly the purpose and intent are clear
and evident to those of pure hearts. Many such papers will be
circulated, but those possessed of insight, the discerning ones,
and those cognizant of divine mysteries know, understand and
perceive. Should all who dwell in the unseen and visible realms
gather together and attempt to utter a word of their own mak-
ing, when the assayers of the Abha Kingdom separate pure
gold from the adulterated and distinguish between them - the
nostrils that are purified, perfumed and sweetened by holy fra-
grances will never be disturbed by changing, repugnant odors,
nor will they be unsettled by the casting of doubts. Rather,
it will cause them to become more firm and steadfast, as has
been witnessed in all directions.

In any case, you are well aware of the true purposes as you
ought to be, so what need is there for elaboration? God will-
ing, may you be counted among those souls who earn the praise
of the denizens of the Abha Kingdom, who hold fast to that
which is the cause of salvation and life for all, and who are
reckoned among those servants of whom He says: “The cen-
sure of the censurer shall not deter them in the path of God.”
May the door of bounty which was opened before you in the
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Day of Manifestation grow ever wider and more spacious, may
the tree of hope yield fresh fruit, may the fountain of aspira-
tions gush forth, and may the power of confirmation from the
Abha Kingdom become manifest. I swear by those soul-stirring
smiles you witnessed, that should a soul in this day stand firm
as it ought to be, it would make all creation its servant and
behold all existence beneath its shadow. Test it and you will
be delighted.

Concerning assistance in defending [the Cause|, various an-
swers have arrived successively from different quarters, and
this servant has kept them all hidden and not revealed them,
for I did not wish to be a means of promoting and spreading
these answers, as I have no quarrel with anyone. Whosoever
wishes may believe in God’s Covenant, and whosoever wishes
may turn away. Verily thy Lord is on a straight path. De-
spite this, how can I command assistance in defending? This
depends on the firmness and steadfastness of each individual
who, for the love of God, standing firm in His Covenant, stead-
fast in His Testament, preserving His Cause, and protecting
His impregnable fortress, may join the hosts of the Abha King-
dom and with all their powers, through speech and pen, spread
the Covenant and repel the people of discord. This is among
the signs of triumph and the tokens of spiritual life. One must
act willingly, eagerly, lovingly, with attraction and faithful-
ness, and seek confirmation, success and approval from the
Abha Kingdom. It has no connection with this servant.

This Covenant was taken by the Ancient Beauty - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His dust. He is the Protector and Helper
of those who cling to it. He will surely not abandon them
nor overlook them. Soon He will cast the wavering ones into
evident loss. These days are numbered few. I shall soon take
refuge in the proximity of the Most Great Mercy, and shall be
freed from both honor and humiliation, and shall find rest in
the shade of the Tree of Companionship. I beseech all friends
to pray for this servant that, as is the desire of my heart and
soul, I may succeed in servitude at the Sacred Threshold - and
nothing more. I have no other desires, seek no comfort, want
no bounty, seek no glory, pursue no joy, but endure the stones
of cruelty with perfect faithfulness, and bear accusations of
polytheism, unbelief and apostasy with complete patience and
tranquility. But my Support and Shelter is the Eternal Living
One, and my Helper and Succourer is the Sovereign of the
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ethereal realm. Soon shall the wrongdoers know what fate
awaits them.
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AB02327

To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi
Date: 1898-Mar-14

O God! Thou knowest my condition and seest the scattering of
my affairs, the dispersion of my gathering, the yearning of my
heart in separation from nearness and reunion with Thee, my
remoteness from Thy Kingdom, and my anguish and intoxica-
tion in the wilderness of deprivation from proximity to Thee.
O Lord! Assist me to remember and praise Thee, cause my
tongue to speak of Thy glorification and attributes among Thy
creation, and make my face sincere before Thy generous coun-
tenance, O my Great Lord! Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Most Merciful. O Lord! This is a servant who has turned
toward Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, spoken in praise, turned
away from desire, hastened to the shore of the sea of guidance,
and drunk the cup of faithfulness. Aid him through Thy grace
and bounty, O my Most Exalted Lord!

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Regarding your question about “the mystery of the great re-
versal in the sign of the sovereign”: This phrase is among the
sayings of the late Shaykh which he wrote in response to a
question about the Qa’im. All the passages in that response of
the Shaykh have been extensively explained, interpreted and
commented upon, and are available. The purpose is that when
all the Shaykhi leaders admit they do not understand these
statements of the Shaykh, then that explanation and interpre-
tation will be published. Whether the Shaykhi leaders write
their own interpretation or not, in either case their ignorance
will be proven. Now you should repeatedly contact these lead-
ers, like the son of Haji Muhammad Karim Khan and others,
so that they either write an explanation of these statements
of the Shaykh or admit their lack of understanding. For it
became well-known that when Haji Muhammad Karim Khan
was asked about this, he said “I do not understand it, and I
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will submit to whoever does understand it” - but he only said

this verbally; they need to write it down.
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ABO07803

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1898-Mar-14

O thou who art firm in God’s Covenant! Give thanks unto God
for this gift, by virtue of which the Concourse of the Names
envies thee, the dwellers of the Supreme Paradise invoke bless-
ings upon thee, and the people of the Most Glorious Kingdom
praise thee. Today is the day of rising up, the day of fasting,
the day of receiving tidings - that is, rising up in service to
God’s Cause, fasting from all else but God, and receiving in-
spired tidings from the highest horizon. Though the sun hath
set and darkness prevaileth, such is this servant’s abundant
love for thee that the pen is moved to write, for the heart
yearneth to behold the faces of the friends and the spirit is
gladdened by the sweet savors of the All-Merciful. The Glory
be upon thee.
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AB08438

To: Shaykh Baha’id-Din Baha’i, in Shiraz
Date: 1898-Mar-14

O thou who hast turned with thy whole being to the Abha
Kingdom! By the True One, verily, ‘Ali from the Supreme
Concourse calleth thee and addresseth thee with a resounding
voice, saying: “Rejoice, O my spirit, cause of my gladness and
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source of my joy, in that thou hast preserved my rights, hear-
kened unto my testament, stood firm in the Covenant, been il-
lumined by the sign of radiance, separated thyself from the peo-
ple of discord - the most remote enemies in all regions - turned
toward the Praiseworthy Light, taken shelter in the extended
shade, remained firm, grown, attained favor, and yearned for
the Beauty veiled by the clouds of concealment!”
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AB10268

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1898-Mar-14

O thou who hast heard the Calll The Concourse on High hath
raised its cry - glorified be my Lord, the Most Glorious!

The face of heaven hath been illumined by a dawn whose lights
have shone forth through the outpouring of guidance - glorified
be my Lord, the Most High!

The ocean of bounty hath surged and the daybreak of faithful-
ness hath shed its radiance - Holy and Sanctified is the Lord
of the highest heavens!

Behold, it is the Covenant! Behold, it is the remedy! Behold,
it is the dawning light! Glorified then be my Lord, the Most
Glorious!

eV G Olonm
u'dégﬂw‘j‘dﬂ\@.@;u;}uwj‘;,\; <
deV) G Ol (sutb)

A Sl Sy oy

s WG s s VI Gl s, Y

INBA84:252b

AB08431

To: Aga Mustafa, in Bushihr
Date: 1898-Mar-16

O thou who hast inhaled the fragrance of faithfulness! Hear-
ken unto the call of him who communes with thee in spirit and
fragrance, and say: I have turned my face toward Him Who
summoned me to His most glorious Kingdom, reminded me
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of His greatest signs, caused me to speak His praise amongst
the worlds, confirmed me through the kingdom of His invisi-
bility, and provided me with the feast of steadfastness in His
Covenant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

He is the All-Glorious

My God, my God! This is Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant who hath clung to the hem of Thy bounty and held
fast to the cord of Thy love, and who hath arisen to serve Thy
loved ones. O Lord! Aid him to achieve every good in Thy
dominion and every service in Thy love and every engagement
in Thy remembrance. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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AB08682

To: Habib son of Muhammad Husayn, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Apr-02

O Habib! Your esteemed father arrived at this place of exile
and tribulation of the wanderers, attained the blessing of vis-
iting the Holy Shrine, and was present in the gathering of the
free spirits. When mention was made of you, these lines were
penned in your memory, that you might know how loving a
father he is.

It is now morning; he alone is present, and I, despite a thousand
preoccupations and thoughts, have undertaken to write this
brief note.

I beseech God that, like the trees in the garden of guidance,
you may become fruitful, yield abundant fruit, and grow fresh
and verdant.
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AB07802

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran
Date: 1898-Apr-07

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God! Hearts have been
gladdened and sorrows dispelled, inner and outer vision has
been refreshed, consciences illumined and innermost thoughts
delighted by the dawning of the lights of divine favors from the
Abha Kingdom and the brightening of the horizons with the
light of their Lord. The believers are in supreme joy while those
who waver are in manifest distress - the fire of hell scorcheth
their faces and their hearts are consumed by flames and blazing
fire and the torment of burning. Leave them to fall headlong
into the fires of remorse - this indeed is grievous deprivation
and mighty loss. And thou, leave them in the depths of their
vain imaginings and spread the divine fragrances throughout
the East and West of the earth - this verily is the mighty tri-
umph.
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To: Afnan, Aqa Sityyid Mirza son of Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, in Yazd
Date: 1898-Apr-14

O branch stirred by the breaths of the Blessed Tree! It be-
hooveth thee to loose thy tongue in praise of thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate, inasmuch as He caused
thee to grow from this blessed Tree and planted thee in the
garden of the All-Merciful, and gave thee to drink from the wa-
ter of Ma’in and Kawthar and Tasnim, until thou didst grow
and develop through the outpourings of the cloud of bounty,
and wert stirred by the breezes wafting from the source of the
mystery of existence, and wert adorned with the leaves of the
love of God and bloomed with the flowers of the knowledge of
God.

And T beseech God to make thee fresh and verdant, watered by
the drops from the clouds of divine favors, adorned in the most
splendid robes of glory, and manifest in the most wondrous
form of beauty, so that thou mayest be enabled to stand firm
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in the Covenant of God and hold fast to this most firm handle,
and proclaim the Covenant of God among all peoples, and
lead the thirsty ones to the wellspring of God’s bestowal, and
guide the hungry to the table spread in the presence of divine
grandeur.

O joy to the one who in this time hath drunk the cup of ev-
erlasting life from the hand of the Cup-bearer of grace! And
upon thee and upon everyone who is firm in the Covenant be
the Glory!
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AB04987

To: Aga Mirza Ali Rashiti, in Mazandaran
Date: 1898-Apr-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I have hearkened to
thy call and accepted what thou hast offered of sincerity - and
the most precious merchandise current in the Most Glorious
Kingdom is none other than firmness and steadfastness in the
Covenant of God. Blessed art thou! Again blessed art thou!
Joy be unto thee! Again joy be unto thee!

Although the leaves of doubts are falling successively from all
directions, yet praise be to God that the Beauty of Abha (may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) has raised up souls
who, like flames of fire, melt and dissolve the snow and ice
of the cold-hearted Covenant-breakers, and like shooting stars
their proofs and arguments cast down the satans of doubts to
the depths of the earth.

The services and efforts of your honor are appreciated and
accepted, and are mentioned in the Abha Kingdom. Convey
the Most Glorious and Wondrous greetings to all the friends
of God.

And the Glory be upon thee.

O my Lord! Assist Thy servant Ali to establish Thy remem-
brance, to exalt Thy Word, to proclaim Thy Covenant, to
spread Thy verses, to manifest Thy proof, and to make clear
Thy arguments and evidences. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty.
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AB06508

To: Mustafa Shirazi, in Bushihr
Date: 1898-Apr-14

O thou who hast laid hold on the Most Firm Handle! By
the life of God, verily the doves in the grove of grandeur and
garden of praise have raised their voices in glorification, magni-
fication, praise and exaltation of the Glorious Lord and Beau-
tiful Sovereign, and are warbling upon the branches with the
most sublime melodies and wondrous songs, with the sweetest
trilling and most delightful modulation, with the most pleasing
interpretation and most goodly exposition: “Glory be to my
Lord, the Most Glorious! Glory be to my Lord, the Most High!
Holy and sanctified is the Lord of Hosts, of the Praiseworthy
Station, of the Extended Shadow, of the Continuous Bounty,
and of the Arrived Rose!”

And verily thou, hearken thou to their melodies and rhythms
and cadences, and understand the meanings of their words, and
rejoice in that thou hast attained to the favors of thy Lord, the
Generous, the Merciful, the Compassionate. By the True God,
all existence prostrates itself before the favors of thy Lord on
this witnessed Day.
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To: Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar, in Bombay
Date: 1898-Apr-23

O herald of the Covenant! Such a noble station befits one
like you. By the True God, the favored angels envy you this
exalted station and magnificent rank. Make firm your steps,
strengthen your arms, open your lips, and proclaim my servi-
tude to the Sacred Threshold before which faces, suns, stars,
kings and subjects have prostrated themselves. For pure servi-
tude, stripped of all interpretation and explanation, with which
my pages and tablets are filled, is the collyrium of my eyes, the
strength of my heart, the life of my spirit, the door to my vic-
tories, the quivering of my branches, and my light among the
worlds.
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O eloquent speaker! Loose your tongue and give free rein in
this field, and perfume the nostrils with the mention of the
Greatest Name - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved
ones - in the gatherings of the people of the Divine Realm, the
monasteries of the people of the Kingdom, and the assemblies
of the people of Baha in this witnessed Day. And glory be
upon you and upon everyone steadfast in the Covenant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Praise be to God that you have attained the essence of content-
ment and in the path of the Incomparable Beloved you wander
through sea and desert. At times you ascend the mountains
of Caucasus and Alburz, at times you traverse the eastern and
western wilderness, and at times you cross the White Sea, the
Red Sea, the Sea of Oman and the depths of the Indian Ocean.
For now, you have become a wanderer through the horizons in
the path of the Glorious Lord and a swimmer in the seas of
India and the Gulf of Iraq. God willing, you shall become a
moon traversing the sphere of radiance and a star rising from
the dawning-place of lights until you become a sign of the gen-
esis of the Manifest Beauty and a banner commemorating the
Sun of the Highest Heaven. Convey the Most Glorious and
Most Wondrous greetings to each and every one of the friends
of God.
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Ziyarat-Namih (Tablet of Visitation)
Date: 1898-Apr-23

He is the All Glorious!

O God, my God! Lowly and tearful, I raise my suppliant hands
to Thee and cover my face in the dust of that Threshold of
Thine, exalted above the knowledge of the learned, and the
praise of all that glorify Thee. Graciously look upon Thy ser-
vant, humble and lowly at Thy door, with the glances of the
eye of Thy mercy, and immerse him in the Ocean of Thine
eternal grace.
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Lord! He is a poor and lowly servant of Thine, enthralled
and imploring Thee, captive in Thy hand, praying fervently
to Thee, trusting in Thee, in tears before Thy face, calling to
Thee and beseeching Thee, saying:

O Lord, my God! Give me Thy grace to serve Thy loved ones,
strenghten me in my servitude to Thee, illumine my brow with
the light of adoration in Thy court of holiness, and of prayer
to Thy kingdom of grandeur. Help me to be selfless at the
heavenly entrance of Thy gate, and aid me to be detached
from all things within Thy holy precincts. Lord! Give me to
drink from the chalice of selflessness; with its robe clothe me,
and in its ocean immerse me. Make me as dust in the pathway
of Thy loved ones, and grant that I may offer up my soul for
the earth ennobled by the footsteps of Thy chosen ones in Thy
path, O Lord of Glory in the Highest.

With this prayer doth Thy servant call Thee, at dawntide and
in the night-season. Fulfill his heart’s desire, O Lord! Illumine
his heart, gladden his bosom, kindle his light, that he may
serve Thy Cause and Thy-servants.

Thou art the Bestower, the Pitiful, the Most Bountiful, the
Gracious, the Merciful, the Compassionate
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To: Ibrahim Munir Divan
Date: 1898-May-06

My God, my God! You see me with an agitated heart, flowing @p:\ﬂ (oo 5 5154 ph,.;u Sy B A

tears, and a troubled soul from fear of the dominion of Your
wrath. I am like a fish writhing on the ground and a bird fallen
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into the talons of an eagle, dreading Your anger, O Establisher
of the Covenant and Testament!

O Lord, rescue me from my agitation, deliver me from my
anguish, save me from my anxiety, aid me in my desperation,
and shine upon me with the light of tranquility and assurance
in all things, and with rest and security, O Ever-Living, O
Self-Subsisting!

Grant me a serene heart, an expanded breast, a joyful spirit,
an enlivened mind, a watchful eye, a radiant countenance,
an awakened vision, an eloquent tongue, penetrating thought,
powerful speech and clear expression. Verily, You are the Gen-
erous Giver, the Wondrous, the Kind.
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AB04159

To: Husayn Quli et al., in Jahrum

Date: 1898-May-26

O ye who are sincere, assured and tested believers! By God,
He hath preferred you above many of His servants, chosen you
through His grace and mercy, distinguished you with the sweet
fragrances of His holiness, and singled you out for firmness and
steadfastness in His Covenant and Testament. He hath made
you lamps of mercy, harbingers of the morn of knowledge, ban-
ners of remembrance, signs of guidance, and stars shining forth
from the most exalted horizon, illumined with the lights of be-
stowal from the gifts of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Peace be
upon you on the day when ye were gathered beneath the stan-
dard raised by the fingers of the will of your Lord, the Merciful,
the Compassionate.

O spiritual friends! In this divine Dispensation some faces are
illumined like unto a candle to the horizons with the light of
the Covenant, while others are darkened and gloomy through
weakness and doubts. “Some faces on that day will be radiant,
gazing upon their Lord.” Look upon the faces with the power
of insight. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that ye can clearly
observe the darkness of the fire, and “Some faces on that day
will be covered with dust, overshadowed with darkness.”
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In any case, through the bounty of the Ancient Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him, there is intense hope that ye may
succeed in causing every violating menstruant to become disap-
pointed, barren and despairing. Say: Die in your wrath! Verily
the standard of the Covenant hath been raised throughout all
regions; it waveth above the palaces of glory and spreadeth the
signs of effulgence.
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Date: 1898-May ca.

Indeed, Jamalu’d-Din, the renowned wayfarer in every clime
who diffused the fragrance of the love of God, has become a

wayfarer in the realms of God which are hidden from the eyes
of the veiled ones. Al-Fatihih 1316 AH.
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Visitation prayer for Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mihdi-i- Yazdi
To: Unknown, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Jun-01

The greeting whose holy fragrances have wafted over all regions
and the praise whose sweet breaths have perfumed the East
and West of the earth be upon you, O you who were martyred
in the path of God and slain in the love of God - the divine
sacrifice and heavenly offering, who gave up both soul and
treasure on the spiritual path, who strove in God with true
striving, who remained firm in His covenant and testament,
who was illumined by His light and radiance.

I testify that you established the laws of God, turned toward
the Kingdom of God, made your face sincere for God, were
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, recognized the Day of
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God, believed in His Countenance that dawned from the Sacred
Primal Point, were attracted by the holy fragrances of your
Most Glorious Beloved, praised God, called out in the name
of God, held fast to the Covenant of God, and sacrificed your
spirit, essence, blood, body, outer being and inner being in the
path of God until you drank the brimming cup of martyrdom
filled with the crimson wine of God’s gift. Your blood was
spilled upon the earth and you were torn apart while resting
on your bed, laying your head upon the pillow of tranquility.

By the life of God, Fatima the Radiant wept for you in the
Garden of Refuge, and the Most Exalted Woman cried and
lamented over your oppression in the highest Paradise, and the
Greater Mary wailed in grief for you in the verdant gardens,
and Sarah and Eve shed flowing tears for you like rain from
heaven.

I beseech God to cause the rain of favors to descend from the
clouds of His mercy, and to perfume your dust with the down-
pour of His benevolence, and to send down upon your resting
place successive layers of light with goodness and grace, and
to make you one who attains His presence and an honored
guest before Him, and to cause you to enter the lofty palace
in the shadow of a Glorious Lord, and to grant you the vision
of His Most Glorious Beauty in the Paradise of Meeting, and
to clothe you in the lights of benevolence, and to shade you
with clouds of grace and honor, and to give you a station in
the highest chambers of Paradise, and to settle you in a true
dwelling place, a gift from the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

Blessed is the one who visits you and draws near to your grave
and seeks blessing from your remembrance and is moved by
your martyrdom. And greetings and praise be upon you so
long as the breeze continues to blow from the source of God’s
bounty.
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AB06512

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali the Pilgrim
Date: 1898-Jun-01

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances wafting from
the direction of the Covenant! Regarding your question about
the tradition concerning the spring of the cow’s eye - you can
see and witness with the eye of certainty that the spring of the
cow’s eye has indeed gushed forth in this land, and the cattle

drink from it, and the deaf, dumb and blind beasts find it sweet.

By God the True One, it is boiling water and putrid, stagnant
water which springs from the depths of hell. Whoever drinks
from it, their entrails will be torn apart from the severity of the

torment. But they are in deep slumber and great intoxication.

Soon they shall awaken and see that their shade is black smoke
and their water is boiling. Have you not heard what your Most
Glorious Beloved has informed in the Psalms and Tablets, and
warned the loved ones, and explained and specified that putrid
spring from thorns with a clear and evident tongue? And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the
loved ones of God.
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AB06524

To: Siyyid Mihdi, in Tiflis
Date: 1898-Jun-02

O Mahdi! Verily guidance is the guidance of God, and He
guides whom He wishes. You cannot guide those who are in
the graves. You cannot guide whom you love, but God guides
whom He wishes.

Know that your Lord has diffused the light of the Covenant
upon all horizons and has sprinkled upon existence from the
light of that radiance. Whosoever is touched by that light has
become firm and his feet are planted firmly upon the Covenant
of God, and whosoever is not touched by it has slipped and
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fallen into the well of abandonment and the pit of humiliation.
Indeed, he is among those whose deeds are most in loss.

And you, remind those who are wandering in the desert of veils
and awaken those who are sleeping in the beds of upheaval
until they witness the oneness of God and His singleness and
His sovereignty and His lordship and His manifestation and His
concealment.

And verily I am a servant who has believed in Him and in His
verses and have sacrificed my soul in His path and I beseech
God that He accept from me this gift.

A A N I P U P RN A VE
Ylel

jQWY\&béWQ\ﬁ u\;ﬁ\) :
\,.w &= Y| f-Lﬂ-ﬁ 3 ol o
,u}:)j ahls u\;;,am\ M\-\a):
s 3 03588

GG e s bl 4 cul as dI
Gd ods o ik O A Vsl s e

MMKG6#374

AB09053

To: Aqga Asadullah Ansari Maraghihi
Date: 1898-Jun-02

O my Lord, my Lord! I humble myself before the Divine Lote-
Tree and the Throne of the sovereignty of Thy Lordship and
the Seat of Thy mercy, beseeching Thee to make firm the foot-
steps of Thy servant who hath abased himself at the gate of
Thy oneness, who is broken before the Kingdom of Thy single-
ness, who hath clung to the hem of Thy uniqueness, to stand
fast in Thy Covenant and Testament. O Lord! Illumine his
sight with beholding the lights of the Covenant, gladden his
heart with the musk-laden breezes wafting from the gardens
of the Testament of the Light of the horizons, make fragrant
the garden of his heart with the outpourings of the clouds of
harmony, and protect him from the evil of discord and the
thunderbolt of hypocrisy. Verily, Thou art the Generous One,
verily, Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful.
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AB09086

To: Mulla Husayn Malik Kandi, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Jun-02

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Kingdom of the
Most Glorious! Glad tidings to every steadfast one! Blessed is
every firm one!

By the life of God, the Maids of Heaven in the gardens of
inner meaning and the chaste and holy ones in the chambers
of the divine Kingdom yearn to enter beneath the shade of
those who are firm in God’s Holy Covenant, and the angels of
victory circle round all who cling to the hem of the garment of
the All-Compelling.

3 Ere long ye shall hear the melodies of the birds of holiness in
the gardens of the Covenant, and shall drink pure wine from
an overflowing chalice, and shall taste of heavenly sustenance
from the table of Him Who illumineth the horizons. At that
time shall the star of joy shine forth with the lights of divine
favors from the dawning-place of the traces.

b Kt gV oS dlamy oo b
2L Gk

Db 5 Glall B Sl O G e
ua::.id ‘_;La*)\ ujg.ll\ ubf 3 ;}JEJ\
5 GE du\, Sl BB G dll
J‘i“\’ fdy (-ﬁfa.” b d\

d\-\a..,a”

2y G ol s s g b
3 K o S Iw Os Ay Bl
ko GBI 5 3l o e 58U 030
L;JLHY\ \y \Jp‘}[\ <SS YW S

BN e

MKTS8.224a
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To: Siyyid Ali (Pilgrim)
Date: 1898-Jun-05

Praise be to God, Whose Essence is sanctified and Whose
Being is hallowed above the comprehension of those realities
which shine forth from the horizon of knowledge - how much
more so the heedless! Exalted and elevated is He above the
soaring of the wings of the birds of thoughts to the heights of
His knowledge - how much more so the flies and weak birds!
For verily the Divine Reality and the Eternal Being is hidden
in His Essence and is a Treasure concealed in the depths of His
attributes. How then can the realities which were brought into
being by His Word and created by His Power encompass the
greatness of His Glory or comprehend the truth of His Essence?
For that which encompasses is greater than that which is en-
compassed, and that which comprehends has power over that
which is comprehended. His Essence is sanctified from being
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encompassed, and His Being is hallowed from being compre-
hended. No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision; He
is the All-Subtle, the All-Informed.

And greetings and praise be upon that Merciful Essence, that
Eternal Manifestation, that Luminous Temple, Who ordained
and guided, Who revealed and bestowed, Who gathered and
proclaimed, and Who said: “We have not known Thee as Thou
should be known.” For verily He is the Unique Light that il-
lumined the vast expanse with the radiance of certitude in
explaining the essence of the Lord of the worlds, and Who
acknowledged inability and shortcoming, and confessed to pre-
vention and warning. For contingent beings are limited by their
inability to know Him - otherwise, through the intensification
of the bonds of waywardness, the heedless ones would claim
knowledge of the essence of the All-Merciful. Yet all that they
distinguish through vain imaginings, in the most precise mean-
ings of expression, is but a mental conception or a heart’s fancy
that can neither quench the thirsty one nor heal the afflicted.

And may peace and salutations and glory be upon all who
follow this path and are guided to the straight way. And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

O thou discerning sage and knowledgeable ocean profound!
Know that when the Ahmad Reality and the Muhammad
Essence beheld the Truth of the Necessary Being and Its glory,
and the essence of contingent being and its abasement, and
divine power and Its majesty, and created helplessness in the
court of might and grandeur, they proclaimed with eloquent
tongue and persuasive utterance that the Ancient Reality
of the Divine Essence, in Its innermost truth, is sanctified
above every attribute and praise, and exalted beyond all
eulogy, description, exposition and explanation. How can a
reality brought low by one of Its signs hope to comprehend Its
essence? How can a mere token of Its power’s signs aspire to
encompass Its reality? For the Pure Essence, the very Focal
Point of unity, is an impenetrable mystery that cannot be
grasped, and a hidden reality that cannot be described.

Knowledge comes only through the effects of the Names and At-
tributes, which are manifest signs of the Essence, and through
witnessing the conditions of Truth in the realities of created
things. For human reality, in its essence, is a known sign that
speaks in praise of its Creator, reveals the mysteries of its Orig-
inator, and expounds the profound wisdom deposited therein.
Glorified be He Who created it, originated it and brought it
into being! “And in your own selves, will ye not then see?”
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Therefore did He Who warbled upon the twigs of the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing declare, in most won-
drous melody and cadence: “Were the veil to be lifted, my
certainty would not increase.” This knowledge is the recogni-
tion of the signs of the Kingdom deposited within the reality
of the self and the horizons. “We shall show them Our signs in
the horizons and in themselves until it becomes clear to them
that this is the Truth.”

Behold then with true sight and spiritual vision how the re-
alities of created things exist in different ranks and diverse
stations. That which exists in a lower rank cannot compre-
hend, much less inquire about, that which exists in a rank
above it. Consider the ranks of mineral, plant, animal and
man. However much the mineral might progress to the zenith
of its perfection, it can never comprehend the reality of the
plant, nor its attributes and perfections; rather its ascent and
progress remain within the realm wherein it was created, ac-
cording to that rank and station. And however much the plant
might advance in the rank of perfection, it can never reach the
reality of the animal nor comprehend the sensory powers and
perfections that exist in the animal kingdom, for these perfec-
tions are, in relation to it, a matter of direct experience - how
then can that which lacks something comprehend its reality?
And however much the animal might progress and ascend to
the heights of perfection, and advance to the highest degree
of sensory perception and comprehension through hearing and
sight, it can never grasp human reality and its perfections, the
essence of humanity and its attributes, its comprehensive na-
ture and powers, the breadth of its thought and the burning
flame of its remembrance, for it is deprived of this and such
knowledge is impossible and forbidden to it.

When every contingent reality is thus unable to comprehend
the reality of that which stands above it, how then can the con-
tingent comprehend the Necessary Being? Glorified be God
above all that they attribute to Him! For this reason did the
Addressee of “Were it not for Thee, we would not have known
Thee as Thou should be known” speak thus. Then too, when
Ali, the Dawning-Place of guidance, peace be upon him, be-
held the effects, signs and mysteries deposited in the reality of
created things, and when he returned his gaze and saw no im-
perfection, declared: “Were the veil to be lifted, my certainty
would not increase.” Both these utterances are valid in their
context and correspond to the very foundation of those com-
plex divine questions which souls have failed to comprehend
and minds have fallen short of understanding.
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Therefore, render thanks unto God, thy Lord, for having en-
riched thee and having revealed unto thee in the Book the
mysteries of all things with most wondrous exposition and most
eloquent utterance, free from all obscurity. Be thou steadfast
in the Cause of thy Lord, speaking forth, proclaiming and guid-
ing, until He shall make for thee in all things a way of deliv-
erance, shall reinforce thee with hosts from the Concourse on
High, and shall assist thee with legions of angels from the Most
Glorious Kingdom. Verily, He is thy Helper, thy Strengthener,
and the One Who shall grant thee success in that which He
loveth and which pleaseth Him. And peace be upon him who
followeth guidance.
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AB07423

To: Mir Allam, in Baku
Date: 1898-Jun-05

O Lord! This is Your servant who has turned to the light of
Your mercifulness and has been attracted by the fragrances
from the gardens of Your oneness. He has spent his spirit, his
body, his dwelling and his house in Your path and has detached
himself from all things, aflame with the fire of Your love.

O Lord! Build for him a house in Your Kingdom and raise up
for him palaces in the heaven of Your omnipotence, near Your
greatest mercy and the gardens of Your most exalted Paradise.

O Lord! Accept from him all that he has spent and ordain for
him every good that has been created and decreed. Make him a
manifestation of Your favors and a dawning-place of the lights
of Your beneficence. Verily You are powerful over all things,
and You are the Mighty, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.
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ABO7795

To: Ahmad Bagiruf
Date: 1898-Jun-05

O thou who hast believed in God and His signs! The light of the
Covenant hath shone forth at the center of the horizons, and
the light of dawn hath blazed forth from the dayspring of thy
Lord’s bestowals upon all eyes. The fountain of life hath welled
up in the paradise of favors, and the morn of success hath

breathed forth with the light of prosperity upon all regions.

All this through one of the outpourings from the Most Glorious
Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones.

O my Most Glorious Lord! Thou seest my abasement and
my brokenness, my poverty and my distress. Aid me and aid
Thy servant who hath prostrated himself before Thy Beauty,

glorified Thy Name, and severed himself from all else but Thee.

O Lord! We are both lowly servants at the gate of Thy oneness,
so guard us with the eye of Thy loving-kindness. Verily, Thou
art the Generous, the All-Bestowing.

AB07112

To: Mirza Muhammad son of Mirza Ibrahim,
in Nayriz
Date: 1898-Jun-13
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O thou who hast believed in God and His signs! I have read thy
luminous letter and understood its contents and meanings. |
beseech God to increase thy faith and certitude, to strengthen
thy steadfastness and firmness, to immerse thee in the seas
of His mercy, to guide thee to the kingdom of His grace and
bounty, to make thee a sign of His love and a word of the
Manifestation of His Will, and to illumine thy face among the
believers. O Lord! Aid this servant of Thine to remain firm in
Thy Cause, whose power hath encompassed the horizons.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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Regarding your coming to this land which you had written
about, it is not advisable at present. Please convey the Most
Glorious Greetings to the honored father Aqa Mirza Ibrahim,

and likewise convey special greetings to the handmaiden of
God, his wife.
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AB06522

To: Mulla Muhammad Hashim Amirihi
Date: 1898-Jun-18

O thou from whom the veil hath been lifted and whose certi-
tude hath increased! Give thanks unto God for this supreme
gift and bounty through the witnessing of which the eyes of
the people of Baha have been gladdened - namely, the lifting
of the veil, the removal of the covering, the rending of the
curtain, and the appearance of the hidden Mystery and the
guarded Symbol that was promised in the Torah, the Gospel,
the Psalms, the preserved Qur’an, and the described Bayan.

This is none other than the Beauty of the Ancient of Days,
the embellished Mystery, and the Most Great Name, may my
spirit and the spirit of all existence be a sacrifice for His sacred
dust.

By God the True One! The dwellers of the Supreme Concourse
beam with joy when they hear the cry of the faithful calling
“O Glory of the Most Glorious!” and they seek victory and
triumph for those who unfurl the banner of the Word of God
and the standard of the bounty of God, and who summon the
people to the extended shade and the bestowed gift beneath
the raised banner.
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AB09046

Date: 1898-Jun-13

Upon thee be the glory of God and upon thee be the peace of
God, O thou who hast believed in God and His signs, who hast
acknowledged His words, who hast clung to the hem of His robe
and held fast to the fringes of the garment of His grandeur. I
testify that thou didst remain faithful to the Covenant, that
thy face was illumined by the light of the Lamp of the horizons,
that through thee were gladdened the eyes of the people of
concord, that thy heart found peace through the dawning of
the light that spread through the seven layers, and that the
resurrection of tears came upon thee through what thou didst
suffer in the path of God and the trials thou didst endure in
thy love for God and thy martyrdom in remaining firm in the
Covenant.
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AB04192

To: Muhammad Javad Naraqi
Date: 1898-Jun-25

O thou who art illumined by the lights of the Covenant!
Blessed art thou for having fulfilled the Covenant of God
and discharged the Trust of God and quenched the burning
thirst with the Salsabil of God’s Covenant and the Tasnim
of the love of God. I beseech the Kind and Merciful Lord to
reward thee for this mighty deed with abundant recompense
in His exalted companionship and at the threshold of His Most
Glorious Kingdom. Verily He confirmeth whomsoever He
willeth and aideth whomsoever He willeth and distinguisheth
with His mercy whomsoever He willeth. Truly God hath
power over all things.

Praise be to God that faithful friend hath risen like a brilliant

star and a shining planet from the horizon of steadfastness.

Therefore praise and thank God for this.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
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Diligence in the Cause of God is most essential, for the bats
are flying about in every corner and though outwardly stead-
fast yet inwardly Covenant-breakers, they are scattered about
like locusts in all regions to cast doubts. They have named
pure misbelief as monotheism and have called the greatest vi-
olation the Most Great Infallibility, for they have considered
the Covenant and Testament as error and deemed the appoint-
ment and designation of the Beloved of all worlds as mistake
and oversight. Destruction and misery be upon them!
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AB11748

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1898-Jun-25

O Herald of the Covenant! Proclaim my servitude to the Sa-
cred Threshold throughout all regions and cry out my evanes-
cence, my lowliness, my brokenness, my submissiveness and
my humility at the Sacred and Lofty Threshold which reaches
to the Most Glorious Kingdom.

By God the True One, through it my face becomes radiant,
my breast is dilated, and my spirit is refreshed. For pure and
sincere servitude to it, free from all interpretation and allusion,
is the crown of my head, the diadem of my brow, the light of
my countenance, the joy of my heart, the tranquility of my
soul, and the assurance of my mind. This is my flowing robe
and my wondrous ornament which nothing can equal.

I beseech the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting that He may
assist me and you, nay rather all the loved ones of the All-
Merciful, to attain this gift which blazes and shines like a lumi-
nous star in the heaven of the Most-Merciful’s transcendence.
And upon you be Glory.
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AB09311

To: Aqa Siyyid Faraju’llah
Date: 1898-Jun

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou art firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Testament.
Thou art the object of the glance of favor and art encompassed
by the gaze of the eye of the All-Merciful. Thou dwellest be-
neath the shade of the Word and art holding fast to the hem
of the Lord of Grandeur. Fix thy gaze upon the Most Great
Scene and be free from all else. Place thy trust in God and
rest in the couch of tranquility. Thou hast ever been and still
art in my thoughts. Convey my greetings to Mr. Mirza Inayat.
Remember all the members of the household with a wondrous
remembrance.
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ABO00533

To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1898-Jul-06

O friends of the All-Merciful! In these days, successive and
continuous reports in newspapers tell that Japan is at war
and strife with the Chinese. From this tumult in the East,
there is the pattern of resurrection. Armies and troops like
floods of water arrive group by group. The battlefield is an
arena for determined forces. The fire of war is the flame of
rifle and cannon. The fires of battles are the inferno of Krupp.
Dragon-like vessels are engaged in attack and battle. The foun-
dation of fortresses is destroyed and buried. Strong castles are
leveled to the ground. Troops like waves are drowned and de-
stroyed in the sea of death by incurable demise. Bodies of the
slain are rolling in dust and blood. Rivers of blood are flow-
ing and streaming. The foundation of humanity is demolished
and ruined. Small children are orphaned and captured. Aged
elders are bloodied and hurt. Groups of widows are wandering
and confused. Prosperous villages are devastated and buried.
Great cities face sterile, violent winds. Palaces have become

03 Ol G s gy Ol Olgs (4
Ly 0wy & Flge s syl sl glaaslsy,
N5 S 3l el sy Ko Ol |
§ a2l e PSR OBIL BT
Sl S AT Cn 25 Y S
Gt O ol K8y gttt §
8 ) Flaw oty S o2 000 S
sby & e sl codlie o2 o
5 Sl § ol e ¢ e
LSliJJJJfCM?\f‘dﬁG‘}\C,M\Oy")
pler! ZNes S0 3l 24k s B8 SOl
wwd}"")&;t!’).}{wm
QL::“ wbﬁj,) L;)Lr 5 ol slos B
o JUbl Sy agde § el

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 40


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=150

Vol. 118: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1898

ABO00533

ruins of graves. A region is completely devastated and a coun-
try annihilated without trace. A kingdom is overturned and a
nation left without head or foot.

2 The fruit and result of all these earthquakes and storms
that have befallen the foundation of humanity is that Japan
emerged victorious and China defeated. This is but an illusion
like a desert mirage and a reflection like images appearing
in flowing water. For this kind of victory is baseless and
without foundation. When you observe with precise vision
and keen sight, you will see that victories are of two kinds:
One is spiritual victories that occur in the realm of hearts and
attack with the army of salvation. When the forces of inner
truths and meanings advance and the army of self and passion
and the devils of heedlessness and blindness are cast out and
stoned, the cities of hearts are conquered and the fortresses
of hearts are captured. The other is physical victories where
regions and countries are obliterated and destroyed, human
populations are eliminated and lost, prosperity is ruined, the
living become dead, justice and fairness turn to oppression and
enmity, comfort and ease vanish, and the world of creation
becomes shaken and disappointed.

3 The difference between these two victories is that spiritual vic-
tories are like the dominion of the sun that conquers east and
west with the sword of its rays and captures horizons and coun-
tries with the heat of its bounty. Physical victories are like the
encompassing of shadow and the conquest of darkness that
surrounds east and west and prevails over days. Similarly,
the victory of the spirit-nurturing army is like the dominion
of spirits over bodies, while the conquest of bodies is like the
victory and triumph of death over corpses and frames. That
one grants eternal life while this one endless death. That one
bestows freshness and grace while this one stagnation and idle-
ness. That one confers endless bounty while this one infinite
hardship.

Therefore, O friends of God, ask God to make you lions in
the arena of hearts and champions in the ranks of distress.
Be commanders of the army of meanings and leaders of the
forces of divine realities. Be horsemen in the field of knowledge
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and lions of the gardens and thickets of the Ever-Living, Self-
Subsisting. This is the great bounty and favor of the Generous
Lord that exemplifies “thou art of tremendous character.” We
hope that through the favors and gifts of the Ancient Beauty,
the true friends will be assisted and confirmed in this greatest
gift.

And upon you and upon all who conquer the cities of hearts
with the forces of the divine fragrances be glory.
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AB03845

To: Baha’is of Jewish background, in Iran
Date: 1898-Jul-06

You had asked about the gathering of the children of Israel in
Jerusalem according to the texts of the Prophets. Jerusalem
and the Holy of Holies is the honored Temple and the Great-
est Name, for that divine city is the stronghold of God, as it
encompasses all divine bounties and favors, possesses all true
wealth and riches and spiritual gifts and ornaments, includes
all vital conditions and characteristics, and is the place of man-
ifestation of the wondrous divine signs.

And the gathering of Israel therein means and gives glad tid-
ings that all Israel will enter beneath the divine banner and
arrive at the sea of ancient days. For this divine Jerusalem,
at whose center lies the Holy of Holies, is the heavenly city
and celestial metropolis. East and West lie in but one of its
corners.

Nevertheless, in the outward sense too, Israel shall gather in
the Holy Land, and this is a promise that shall not prove false.
The meaning is that the abasement which Israel endured for
two thousand five hundred years shall now be transformed into
eternal glory, and outwardly too they shall become honored, to
such a degree that they shall be envied by their enemies and
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coveted by their friends. Blessed are they, then glad tidings be
unto them, and glory be upon them all.
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AB12085

To: Abdu’l-Karim Effendi, in Antep
Date: 1898-Jul-07

O possessor of planning who opposes destiny! Your exalted
purpose in going from ‘Akka to Beirut via Qara has become
evident to the divine friends. You were explicitly forbidden
from going via Qara and were instructed to return by sea, with
the intention of alerting your planning self. However, think-
ing your purpose was unknown to us, you will undoubtedly
attempt another plan and proceed to Sidon and return from
there to the citadel. At the time of departure, I could have ex-
plained this purpose of yours, but there was a distinct reason
I did not say anything - perhaps you would be prevented or it
would cause your heart to be clouded.

However, out of love, since I have a spiritual love for you, I will
express something, which is this: Christ (peace be upon Him)
said that no one places a luminous candle whose radiance and
joy will illuminate the world under an iron lantern or lamp.
Pay attention to these words - rather, they light that luminous
candle within an extremely bright lantern. Know this allusion
as glad tidings.

3 The horizon of the Sun of Identity, the mystery of truth, will
be exceedingly sweet. It cannot remain hidden by dark clouds.
Understand this metaphor. The divine tablets are published,
meaning they are renowned before everyone. They cannot re-
main folded up and concealed. Comprehend this explicit state-
ment.

If you have fairness, behold the conclusive proof has come to
you. I leave you to the Divine Unity. My helper, my eyes. And
peace.
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AB01766

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said
Date: 1898-Jul-09

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of God! The
dawn of guidance hath broken, yet the blind remain in mighty
The celestial voices have called out from the highest
horizon, yet the deaf remain behind a severe veil of deafness.
Every tongue hath spoken in praise, yet the slanderers and
oppressors remain in strong muteness. Every tree hath been
stirred by God’s breaths, yet those who waver are like hol-
low palm trunks or dry wood unmoved by the blowing of the
breeze. All regions have been perfumed by the diffusion and
spread of the sweet fragrance of the Covenant, yet those with
blocked noses remain in great deprivation. The spring of life
hath flowed, the Salsabil hath poured forth, and the Tasnim
fountain hath gushed, yet the Covenant-breakers deny the fa-
vors of Baha, the bounty of Baha, and the gifts of Baha, saying
“The sea of Baha hath dried up, the heaven of Baha’s grace
hath withdrawn, the light of Baha hath vanished, the radiance
of Baha’s favors hath been cut off, the earth and heaven have
darkened, clouds of misguidance have accumulated in the cycle
of Baha, and pitch darkness preventing guidance hath covered
the horizon of Baha’s Cause.” Verily they are in mighty veils,
heedlessness and blindness.

veils.

The reason for few letters is many occupations and sorrows,
otherwise constant correspondence is the heart and soul’s de-
sire. What blessing in the realm of possibility is greater than
mention of God and remembrance of friends? But I swear by
the Beloved that were anyone else in this position of pure servi-
tude, from the intensity of tribulations they would forget their
own soul and self would vanish from memory. Consider what
calamity I face. Reflect a little that some friends, instead of
striving to place a balm on this wound, secretly sprinkle salt.
How then is there opportunity or possibility for writing? And
upon thee be glory!
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In any case, take refuge in God that you may remain pro-
tected from this severe test, for those who waver have secretly
emerged and cast doubts through various great intrigues. This
is why He says that outwardly you are shepherds but inwardly
have become wolves among My sheep. Give thanks that you
may remain protected and preserved, and through divine power
may become like a shooting star driving away and repelling
these souls.
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AB02625

To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Ali Fadil Isfahani
Date: 1898-Jul-09

O thou who hast acquired a flame from the Fire kindled in
the Sinaic Tree! T have read thy verses expressing thy longing
for God and have become aware of the fire of the love of God
burning within thy breast and innards. I have supplicated God
and stretched forth hands of entreaty toward the Most Glori-
ous Kingdom, beseeching that He may assist thee to raise the
standard of guidance in those regions and territories and to un-
furl the banner of righteousness in those seas and quarters, and
that God may guide through thee a company that will plunge
into the depths of divine knowledge, traverse the arena of cer-
titude, race in the field of assurance, and charge against the
ranks of ignorance and the multitudes of the veiled ones with
swords drawn from proofs and evidences, with reins loosened
from arguments and clear demonstration, and with spears fash-
ioned from the words of certainty. Verily, when thou hearest
this mighty counsel and rollest up the sleeves of effort in this
noble Cause and tightenest thy grip upon this wondrous deed,
thou shalt see the doors of divine confirmation opened before
thy face, the hosts of divine success following behind thee in
succession, the holy fragrances perfuming thy nostrils, the seas
of spiritual revelation expanding before thy countenance, the
clouds of grace raining upon thy earth, the lights of the Sun of
Reality shining upon thy sight, the breeze of God awakening
thy heart, and the breath of God quickening thy spirit. And
the Glory be upon thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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Turn your attention to the regions of the Caucasus and, trav-
eling throughout the various parts of that province, guide and
direct souls to the extent possible to the Law of God, the
Covenant of God and the Kingdom of God. Then return either
to Tehran or to Isfahan. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB05446

To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid, in Shiraz
Date: 1898-Jul-14

O thou who hast been illumined by the Star of the Covenant!
Rejoice in the bounty of thy Lord Who hath chosen thee for
the manifestation of His love, selected thee to speak His praise,
to tell of His favor, to give the glad-tidings of His gift to the
people, to guide them to the fountainhead of His mercy, to
cause them to soar in the heaven of His love, to lead them
to the springs of His knowledge, and to give them to drink
from the streams of His grace - that thou mayest be a sign of
His generosity and a proof of His presence, so that thy glorious
deeds may spread and become known throughout the East and
West, and thy noble works may rise and ascend throughout all
ages. Therefore strive with all thy powers to manifest these
divine gifts in the realm of existence, and make them evident
to all who have turned to the Loving Lord, and who give thanks
for thy attainment of this abundant blessing. And upon thee
be Glory!

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings to
Jinab-i-Aqga Asadu’llah and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar. Through
the special favors of the Divine Unity, it is hoped that they
will be like two brilliant stars shining and gleaming from the
horizon of the love of God.
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AB02638

To: Aga Mirza Ali Afnan
Date: 1898-Aug-28

O my God! Your loved ones have gathered in this august
assembly seeking Your all-encompassing grace and the man-
ifestation of the lights of Your favors which appear in all the
supreme gatherings, supplicating to the Kingdom of Your Mys-
tery and beseeching the Heaven of Your Sanctity, wandering in
the desert of Your love and intoxicated with the wine of boun-
ties, anticipating the appearance of the signs of favor, glad-
dened by the holy fragrances, stirred and filled by the breezes
wafting from the gardens of Your Most Glorious Kingdom, re-
membering the mention of the Branch of Your Divine Lote-
Tree, and their hearts enlivened by love for the tender twig
watered from the Supreme Tree of Your Mercy.

O Lord! Make this Branch fresh and green and verdant through
the outpouring of the clouds of Your vast mercy, and tender,
gentle and supple through the breezes that blow from the gar-
dens of Your grace and pass through the thickets of Your gift.
O Lord! Cause him to grow in the soil of capacities and ex-
tend his branches to the heavens, and make firm his roots in
the luminous garden. Verily You are the Exalted, the Mighty,
the Giving, the Confirmer, the Supporter, the Generous.

O Lord! He has hastened to Your sacred precincts and arrived
at the wellsprings of Your favors and been honored at the cir-
cumambulation point of the Supreme Concourse and visited
the Most Holy and Exalted Spot and rubbed his forehead in
the dust of Your pure Threshold and communed with You with
his heart and spirit and being, saying: “Lord! Accept this ser-
vant in the court of the gate of Your mercy and make me one
of Your servants who are firm in Your mighty Covenant.”

O Lord! He has established a place of fellowship and site for
viewing for the guests at Your banquet and the visitors to
Your Spot and the circumambulators of Your Threshold and
those present in Your presence. O Lord! Accept from him
this righteous deed and praiseworthy effort. Verily You are
the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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AB12348

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

Date: 1898-Aug-28

O mighty branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! By God, the True
One! Verily the East and the West, the trees and the stones,
are stirred by the breezes of the Covenant, and the pitch dark-
ness hath been transformed into light through the brilliant rays
of the Sun of thy Lord’s Testament shining upon all horizons.
The lifeless earth hath quivered and flourished, bringing forth
verdure through the outpourings of the clouds of divine favors.
The gardens in the precincts of the realm of heaven have been
adorned through the showers of mysteries, and the fountains
of divine knowledge have gushed forth in the thickets of the
All-Merciful with streams of holy verses.

The power of thy Lord’s signs hath so shaken the earth that
faces have fallen prostrate upon their chins. Verily thy Lord,
the Most Glorious, hath manifested these lights and unveiled
these mysteries and shown grace to the righteous and glad-
dened the free, while casting the wicked into the dark pit and
the abyss of hatred and the flames of malice, on account of
what their hands have wrought and how they have been re-
miss in their duty to God and distorted the Book of God and
altered the Tablets of God and erased the Words of God. Lo!
They are in grievous torment and humiliation.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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AB01864

To: Unknown, in Yazd
Date: 1898-Sep

O graceful branch of the Blessed Tree! In truth, souls have
been resurrected in the gathering of the Covenant who have
shone forth from the dawning-place of steadfastness with most
intense radiance, and like an iron barrier have withstood the
mighty flood. These holy lights shine like rising stars from the
horizon of the Most Glorious Kingdom.
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2 O noble and wondrous branch! Give thanks to the Ancient

Root that you were not withered by the barren wind nor frozen
by the bitter cold. Like firm mountains you withstood the flood
of doubts, and like a piercing flame you became a torment-
ing punishment to the Covenant-breakers. You made those
intoxicated with the wine of the primordial covenant into wine-
worshippers, and became a guide and leader to those distracted
by the Beloved of the Covenant.

Now is the time for cry and clamor - the foundation of viola-
tion is scattered to the winds, the root of doubts is severed,
and the vein of uncertainty is cut. Soon will the standard of
the Covenant be raised high and the Sun of the Testament
shine forth. The army of the Covenant will charge forth, the
divine sea will surge, the spiritual breeze will waft, the merciful
fragrance will spread, and the fountain of truth will gush forth.
Disturbed hearts will become joyful and disordered frames will
find refuge. On that day the believers will rejoice, the sincere
will be gladdened, the Covenant-breakers will tremble, and the
wavering will lose. In any case, plant your feet so firmly that
in an instant you may tear apart the ranks of the armies of
doubt, and with one charge defeat the commander of violation
and the chief of breach.

O Lord! This is a branch from the branches of Thy tree of
mercifulness. Protect him through the glances of Thine eye of
favor from the evil of the violators and the dominion of the
Covenant-breakers. O Lord! Make him a standard of stead-
fastness and a banner of firmness waving upon the towers of
glory, guiding the peoples to Thy Most Great Covenant and
withstanding the mighty floods. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty.

5 Whenever possible, you have permission to attain the presence
of the Holy Threshold, and we have great longing to behold
that luminous countenance.
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ABO07501

To: Hasan Afnan (Aqa Mirza Buzurg), in Yazd
Date: 1898-Sep

O graceful branch of the Tree of Sinai! Blessed art thou to have
sprung from this Sacred Tree and to have branched out from
this Blessed Sadrih. But know thou the value of these favors
and preserve this honor. Strive as much as thou canst in service
to the Cause of God and exert mighty efforts to exalt the Word
of God. Gird up thy loins to serve the Covenant and be a
trusted guardian of the mighty fortress of the Testament, for
every rebellious apostate is attacking and every lying Covenant-
breaker lies in ambush. If the Afnans of the Divine Tree, who
are specifically charged in the Book of the Covenant, do not
protect it, who will?
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AB00108

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqypt
Date: 1898-Sep-18

O my God, my God! Thou seest and beholdest my lowliness
and abasement, my lack of helpers, my grievous sorrow, my
great affliction, and my severe trials among Thy creatures.
Thou didst promise me the descent of conquering hosts from
Thy most glorious Kingdom and the realm of Thy sovereignty,
before which bow the necks of all who dwell on earth and in
heaven. O Lord! Aid, by these hosts, the people of prostration,
raise aloft the unfurled banner, assist the praised station, and
perpetuate the outstretched shadow through Thy grace and
bounty.

2 O Lord! Help Thy loved ones who have arisen to aid Thy Cause,
exalt Thy Word, promote Thy Covenant, illumine Thy hori-
zons and spread abroad Thy effulgent light. O Lord! Thanks
be to Thee for what Thou hast shown of Thy severe might and
great power for the sake of Thy loved ones in Thy lands, and for
the protection of Thy chosen ones in Thy realm, whereby Thou
hast bestowed honor upon Thy pure ones and abasement upon
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Thine enemies—the leaders of the people and the imams of mis-
guidance who guide to the torment of the flame, who violated
Thy sanctity from the pulpits, who slandered Thy Beauty in
assemblies, who mocked Thy Countenance in gatherings, who
attributed partnership with Thee before all people in the thor-
oughfares, who issued decrees to slay Thy loved ones and shed
the blood of Thy chosen ones.

O Lord! They burned those delicate bodies animated by the
spirit of Thy oneness, and severed those heads adorned with
the crown of Thy singleness. They ruled that they had aban-
doned Thy religion and associated with Thee their idol which
is their vain desire, even as Thou hast said—and Thy word is
the truth: “Seest thou him who taketh his vain desires for
his god?” O Lord! They claimed faith in the Manifestations
of Thy Cause, yet objected to Thy manifest Beauty. They
claimed knowledge of the Book and the power of deduction
and independent judgment, then proceeded to issue decrees to
slay Thy most exalted Beauty. They clung to a verse from Thy
Book and crucified Thy Beauty and aimed arrows of lead at
Him, saying “This one has claimed prophethood and contra-
dicted the clear texts of the Qur’an: ‘Muhammad is not the
father of any of your men, but He is the Messenger of God and
the Seal of the Prophets.”’

O Lord! They held fast to their understanding of the Book and
decreed death for Him before Whom bow down the Tablets
and Pages and the Decisive Utterance. O Lord! Not content
with this, they passed judgment against Thy most glorious
Beauty, saying He spoke in error and followed His own self and
vain desire, that He was not taught by the Most Strong One,
that He made Himself a partner with Him Who created and
fashioned all things. They dishonored Him with all hatred and
rancor in private and in public and in great assemblies, and
were not ashamed before His radiant lights shining upon all
regions.

O Lord! Praise be to Thee for having cut off their root, nullified
their falsehood, removed their enmity, darkened their morn-
ings, reversed their standards, broken their pens, extinguished
their lamp, and exposed their crookedness. Verily Thou art
the Subduer, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent, the
Self-Subsisting.

O Lord! Make me and Thy steadfast servants successful in
maintaining Thy Covenant and Testament, in servitude at Thy
lofty Threshold, and in submission and humility at the gate of
Thy glorious Oneness. Aid us to serve Thy manifest Faith
and to guide others to Thy straight path. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful.
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What you wrote has been noted. Truly these counsels are
timely and heard, and these proofs are clear, evident and wit-
nessed. But in the Qur’an, addressing the Manifestation of
divine grace, the All-Merciful says: “Can you guide the blind
even if they cannot see? Can you make the deaf hear even
if they cannot hear?” These souls know the falsity of what
they say - “they recognize God’s blessing, then they deny it.”
Christ would flee to the highest mountain peaks. When some-
one asked the reason for such haste, He said “I flee from the ig-
norant fool.” They said “Use the power of the Greatest Name.”
He replied “Through the grace of the Holy Spirit and the Mes-
sianic spirit, the blind gained sight, the deaf heard, the mute
spoke, and the dead were revived. But a hundred thousand
Greatest Names had no effect on the ignorant fool and yielded
no benefit, for foolishness is the wrath and anger of the Lord
of Glory - it has no remedy and accepts no cure.” Now the
covenant-breakers are manifestations of such foolishness and ig-
norance that a hundred thousand Greatest Names would have
no effect, let alone exhortation and counsel.

In any case, the fruit of your counsels was that they secretly
spread to every covenant-breaker that you were corresponding
with them in private, and they publicized this. Therefore you
should quickly revise certain passages of the letter you wrote to
Khartumi, and explain the true condition of these worldly and
spiritually foolish ones who resist the Covenant of the Most
Holy One, just as you have discovered and investigated, so all
may know that whatever they have secretly said about the
steadfast ones to the covenant-breakers is pure falsehood. You
are immersed in the ocean of the Covenant and like the moon
receive illumination from the Sun of the Covenant. You do not
sacrifice the manifest light for the darkness of hell, nor do you
sacrifice the ancient Covenant of the Lord for the croaking of
the despicable one.

They have employed such deceptions that cannot be described
- as soon as someone greets them, they secretly spread that this
person is also their confidant, so as to cause the friends to shun
them and create enmity and hatred toward that person. And
when the fire of hatred is kindled, violation of the Covenant
immediately becomes certain. But they saw no fruit from these
schemes and deceits. Alas, alas! The nightingale of the garden
of the Covenant will not dwell in the ash-heap of forgetfulness,
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and the sweet-singing parrot of the Covenant will not break the
Covenant. To one who has found eternal life from the living
waters and drunk the sweet water, bitter salt water will not be
palatable. No one can extinguish the passion of one enamored
with the Most Glorious Beauty and disgraced for love of the
Beloved of the Covenant. One intoxicated with the wine of the
Covenant becomes so ecstatic that they see the horizons and all
therein as non-existent and ephemeral, standing firm against
the armies of the world’s kings with utmost steadfastness.

O longtime friend! Such lamentation and sorrow lies within
the heart that no words can express. Leave the account of this
separation and this heart’s blood for another time. O beloved!
The lights of unity and the effulgence of oneness have illumined
the East and the West, and the radiant lamp of the Covenant
hath brightened all horizons. The waves of the Kingdom have
submerged the shores of existence, and the clouds of divine
favors have poured forth upon all regions. Ere long shall the
standard of God’s Covenant wave at the axis of possibility, and
the manifest morn of ancient glory shall illumine both East and
West with its rays. The melody of the Abha Kingdom shall be
raised in the Houses of Worship, and the heads of the mighty
shall be caught in the noose of the love of God. These bats
shall become captive to their weak sight and shall be blinded
by the rays of the Sun of the Covenant.

O beloved! Concerning what you wrote about Yahya, he had
imagined that ‘Abdu’l-Baha was unaware of his whisperings
and intrigues. Therefore, some time ago a letter was written
to Jeddah, a copy of which is enclosed herewith. Peruse it, that
you may be assured that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s forbearance is mighty
and His patience severe, and when the time comes, He speaks,
writes, and proclaims: “This is the Truth, and after Truth
there is naught but error.” O beloved! Raise such a cry of
the Covenant that the deaf ears of the Covenant-breakers may
hear, and kindle such a light in the gathering of steadfastness
that the blind eyes of the violators may see. And glory be upon

all who are firm in the Covenant of thy Lord, the All-Glorious.
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To: James B Thornton Chase, in Chicago
Date: 1898-Sep-19

O thou whose heart hath been filled with the love of the Beauty
of God!

I have read thy kind letter and voiced thy words which show
the excess of thy love to God, the greatness of thine adherence
to the Cause of God and the abundance of thine attraction to
the Kingdom of God. From a man like unto thee such words
are always expected and it is your duty thus to proclaim.

I do greet thee from this Exalted Place, while thou art in that
far distant country, and present to thee salutations and praise,
and I see thee with the eye of the heart as though thou were
present here and I speak to thee by the tongue of the Spirit,
saying: “Blessed thou art with every blessing! Then preach
to the beloved of God in that country the glad-tidings of El-
Baha.”

The form of prayer requested by thee:

My God! my God! Thou art my hope and my beloved, my
intended aim and desire! With great humbleness and entire
devotion I pray to Thee to make me the minaret of Thy love in
Thy region, the lamp of Thy knowledge among Thy creatures
and the banner of Thy gift in Thy Kingdom.

Make me one of Thy worshippers who cut themselves from
everything but Thee and sanctify themselves from everything
pertaining to the world and divert themselves from the defects
of the suspicious.

Let my heart be dilated with joy through the spirit of confir-
mation from Thy Kingdom and illumine my sight with seeing
the hosts of success following one another and descending upon
me from thine Omnipotence.

Thou art the Almighty, the Invincible, the Powerful!

BRL_ATE#110x, BPRY.056-C , TAB.329-330, BSC.428 #775
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To: Mirza Husayn Khan (Shin), in Shiraz
Date: 1898-Sep-21

O sincere servant of the True One! T hear thou art grieved and
distressed at the happenings of the world and the vicissitudes
of fortune. Wherefore this fear and sorrow? The true lovers
of the Abha Beauty, and they that have quaffed the Cup of
the Covenant fear no calamity, nor feel depressed in the hour
of trial. They regard the fire of adversity as their garden of
delight, and the depth of the sea the expanse of heaven.

Thou who art neath the shelter of God, and under the shadow
of the Tree of His Covenant, why sorrow and repine? Rest
thou assured and feel confident. Observe the written command-
ments of thy Lord with joy and peace, with earnestness and
sincerity; and be thou the well-wisher of thy country and thy
government. His grace shall assist thee at all times, His bless-
ings shall be bestowed upon thee, and thy heart’s desire shall
be realized.

By the Ancient Beauty! - may my life be a sacrifice for
His loved ones - Were the friends to realize what a glorious
sovereignty the Lord hath destined for them in His Kingdom,
surely they would be filled with ecstasy, would behold them-
selves crowned with immortal glory and carried away with
transports of delight. Erelong it shall be made manifest how
brilliantly the light of His bountiful care and mercy hath
shone upon His loved ones, and what a turbulent ocean hath
been stirred in their hearts! Then will they clamour and
exclaim: Happy are we; let all the world rejoice!

5 Jamadiu’l-Ula 1316

SWAB#229, SW_v14#01 p.018, BP1926.024-025
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To: Muhammad Yusuf the Prince
Date: 1898-Sep-27

O kind friend! The heavenly Physician and divine Doctor has
opened wide the doors of the divine hospital, and called the

spiritual patients to attend, proclaiming:
Hasten to the remedy!

Hasten to the cure for every unbearable ailment!
Hasten to appear before the Physician of all horizons!

Hasten to arrive before the Wise One of enlightenment!
Hasten to the Messiah of the Kingdom!
Hasten to the Greatest Name that brings the dead to life!

Hasten to eternal life!
Hasten to everlasting salvation!
Hasten to recovery from blindness!

Hasten to healing from the deafness of selfish desire!

2 Hasten to eloquent speech after muteness!

Hasten to the mighty healing after sickness!
Hasten to swift recovery from deadly poison!

Hasten to eternal permanence!

i Hasten to everlasting life!

and spiritual remedy.

Glad tidings to him who takes
refuge! This is the divine medicine, this is the merciful cure
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To: Majdul-Hukama Manshadi
Date: 1898-Sep-28

O thou who hast kindled the lamp of guidance in the glass of
Manshad! By My life, the mighty hosts of divine confirmation
advance from the Kingdom of sanctification, and the onslaught
of victory rushes forth from the Realm of divine unity. They
aid everyone who speaks in praise. The mysterious voices from
on high cry out from the Supreme Concourse: “O joy to him
who is firm in the Covenant! O glory to him who stands fast
on the Path! O gladness to him who diffuses the fragrances of
God! O delight to him who loves God!”

2 And thou, O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love
of God, blaze forth with the flame ignited in the Tree of the
Covenant - that flame of love shining upon East and West.
With tears flowing, patience exhausted, heart trembling, spirit
gladdened, breast dilated - by the True God, the glad tidings
of the Most Glorious Paradise reach thee at every moment, and
thy face is illumined by a light that brightens the horizons.
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To: Azizullah Misbah, in Shiraz
Date: 1898-Oct-21

O thou who hast turned thy face towards Him Who split the
heavens and the earth asunder! I read the profound, clear,
eloquent and radiant paper. By God the True One! I realized
from its contents the meanings of ardor and invocation to God,
emanating from a heart raging with the fire of the love of God.
Thou hast an abundant share and a great fortune from this no-
ble station and manifest light. This station is the most secure
shelter in the world of existence for them who bow down in
adoration before Him, and none can attain unto it save them
who receive assistance from the Kingdom of Creation. There-
fore, render ye thanks unto thy merciful Lord inasmuch as He
enabled thee to attain unto this Blooming Rose, and singled
thee out for this bounteous gift, and enabled thee to speak
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forth in praise of the Psalms of David. He indeed, upon his
servants, is the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.

O my beloved Master, I call upon Thee with utter abasement
and lowliness, and with a supplicating tongue, to crown Thy
beloved servant who is in mystic bewilderment, with the crown
of salvation amongst the righteous, and to bestow upon him
the garment of success amidst them who are free, and to make
him a sign of grace in the apex of the world, and to aid him
to do what Thou lovest and desirest, O my Lord, the Uncon-
strained, that he may serve Thy Cause and spread Thy Word,
and announce Thy Beauty. Thou art the Almighty, the All-
Compelling.
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To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Ali Fadil Isfahani, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Nov-07

O thou who hast acquired the fire of love from the Divine Lote-
Tree! The Tree of the Covenant hath been planted in the midst
of Paradise, and the holy birds have taken refuge therein. It
hath cast its shadow over all humanity, hath blossomed, put
forth leaves, borne fruit, and become verdant and flourishing.
The sincere ones have been stirred by the fragrance of its flow-
ers, and the minds of the observers have been amazed at be-
holding it. But those who waver are in manifest loss, and the
haughty ones are in great humiliation.

You had inquired about the qualities of the trustees of the
House of Justice. The trustees of the House of Justice are men
who must be elected by the people according to the complete
and organized system of election. They must then elect from
among themselves someone to serve as the head of the House
of Justice. There is no doubt that these souls must be believ-
ing, assured, steadfast, firm and adorned with perfections, so
that their reputation among the general public may be like the
fragrance of musk, and the people will elect them. At present,
wisdom and prudence do not permit the implementation of elec-
tion rules, as this would cause commotion and sedition. But
when the time comes and circumstances permit, the rules and
laws of election must certainly be implemented with complete
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freedom, so that the House of Justice may arise to render out-
standing services under the protection and guardianship of the
monarchy, and may sacrifice their lives in service to the royal
throne with perfect sincerity and goodwill. There is no doubt
that the majority of the people will elect pure and sanctified
souls who are adorned with perfections.
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To: Mihdi Muharrir
Date: 1898-Nov-12

O thou who hast clung to the hem of the robe of grandeur!
Well done, well done to thee, O thou who hast held fast to the
cord stretched between earth and heaven, who hast grasped the
firm handle that cannot be broken, who hast taken shelter in
the shade of the Tree of the Covenant, who hast been illumined
by the lights of radiance! Know thou that thy Lord assisteth
whosoever aideth His Cause and supporteth whosoever turneth
toward His Kingdom. Soon shalt thou witness how God will
strengthen the backs of the faithful ones through His mighty
power. On that day thou shalt rejoice, and the believers shall
rejoice.

O Lord! Assist this servant of Thine through Thy lordly might
and Thy sovereign power, and make him a manifestation of
Thy help and protection. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the
Bestower.

In the mighty Qur’an He saith: “If ye help God, He will help
you.” Therefore, strive with all thy powers - in speech, in deeds,
and in conduct - to arise in service to the Cause of God, so
that thou mayest witness divine confirmation and success in
all things. Thou hast been and art accepted at the Divine
Threshold.
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AB02449

To: Samandari, Abdu’l-Husayn et al., in Qazvin
Date: 1898-Nov-16

O ye realities attracted by the fragrances from the gardens of
the Covenant!

By the glory of your Lord, His majesty, His grandeur, His
exaltation, His sovereignty and His splendor, through you the
hearts of the spiritual ones have been gladdened, through you
the breasts of the divine ones have expanded, through you
the lips of the illumined ones have smiled, through you the
stars of firmness have shone forth, through you the lights of
steadfastness have spread abroad, through you the rain clouds
of divine knowledge have poured forth, through you the lions of
certitude have roared, through you the birds of Paradise have
taken flight, through you the morning breezes have wafted, and
through you the fragrance of flowers has diffused!

By God the True One, the dwellers of the pavilion of holiness
pray for you during the hours of night and throughout the day,
and they rejoice at your steadfastness in the Covenant, your
firmness on the path, the blazing of the fire of your love in the
heart of the horizons, and the gleaming of the lights of your
faithfulness in a glass of intense brilliance.

Verily your Lord has strengthened you, confirmed you, united
your gathering, illumined your faces, lit your lamp, made clear
your path, straightened your way, and brought near what was
distant. Verily, He is the Confirmer and Enabler of whomso-
ever He wishes to whatsoever He wishes.
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AB02854

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1898-Nov-17

Praise be to God Who strengthened His mighty Manifestation
through the firm Covenant and distinguished His glorious Rev-
elation through the clear Testament, gathering beneath the
shade of the Tree of Fellowship and calling out through His
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Most Exalted Pen - a call that reached the ears of all creation.
Thus did the faces of the people of the Most Glorious Kingdom
beam with joy and the hearts of the Concourse on High were
gladdened. They loosened their tongues in prayer and spoke
in praise of their Lord, the Lord of the highest heavens, saying:
“Glory be to our Most Glorious Lord Who took the Covenant in
the primal world of atoms and blessed be His name in the next
creation.” Then did the faces of the people of hatred darken
and were covered with the dust of passion. The back of Lat
and Uzza was broken and the pillars of Manaf and the fourth
Manat were shaken. Soon they shall see the lowest depths, as
the raven croaks in the refuse of misguidance and blindness,
and the birds of night fly in the darkness of their black delu-
sions, falling into the valleys of great abasement. They were
driven away in disgrace, their bargain was at a loss, and their
commerce brought no profit. God made them a lesson for those
with insight.

Greetings and praise be upon Him Who adorned the brow
of creation with the Most Great Word and raised the Most
Exalted Banner in the Verdant Spot, and Who spoke in re-
membrance of His Most Glorious Lord in various Tablets - the
White Pearl, the Unique Protected One, the Luminous Vir-
gin, the Most High, the Most Exalted - and upon His glorious
branches who remained firm in the Covenant on the day of
separation, and upon those who follow Him until the Day of
Reckoning.
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ABO01880

To: Shaykh Fadlullah (Qazvin)
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O thou who hath been named the Gift of the True One! God
hath written down for thee grace and bestowal. Through thee
He hath shorn away the covering from the eyes of the veiled
ones, and aided thee with the hosts of the Celestial Concourse.

Praised be to He Who hath lifted off the veil and revealed
Himself! Praised be to He Who hath shed His light upon the
earth and illumined the heavens! Praised be to He Who hath
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brought into being a new creation and given life to the lifeless!
Praised be to He Who hath gathered His creatures and scat-
tered them abroad! Praised be to He Who hath stretched forth
the path, and established the scales, and called into account
all in existence in the day of the Great Catastrophe! Praised
be to He Who hath given refuge to the sincere ones in His
All-highest bounty! Praised be to He Who hath brought the
believers in the Unity of God into the paradise of His dwelling
place! Praised be to He Who hath punished the veiled ones
in the blazing fire! Praised be to He Who hath led the believ-
ers to the water-springs of felicitation! Praised be to He Who
hath made the doubters to taste of the putrefaction of error
and sin and blindness! Praised be to He Who hath caused
the yearning ones to abide forever in the garden of unfading
splendors! Praised be to He Who hath tormented the people
of malice in the hellfire of hatred! Praised be to He Who hath
caused the truthful ones to utter His praise! Praised be to He
Who hath tried the liars with muteness in the assemblies of
guidance! Praised be to He Who hath arisen and shone and il-
lumined the highest place! Praised be to He Who hath poured
forth the clouds of His mercy upon the earth! Praised be to
He Who hath instructed His creatures with the education of
the spiritually-minded, the highest and least of the dwellers of
His kingdom! Praised be to He Who hath breathed life into
His creation through the breaths of those who bow down in
worship in His first emanation!

Praised be to He Who hath cast light on all regions, and illu-
mined all directions, and shed His fragrance upon all horizons,
and shone upon all with the radiance of His glory, and con-
founded the glances, and breathed the breath of life into the
temple of being with love and unity, and raised up the creation
by the outpouring of His generosity! And, verily, with Him is
the path! He aideth the hearts and erecteth the tightly fitting
edifice with the iron rod of the power of His Covenant. He
maketh the steadfast joyful in that which befalleth them, and
confident in the grace of their Lord. And for the vacillating He
hath fixed a tearful judgment.

Praised be to He Who hath remained veiled in the covering of
glory and hath obscured Himself in the garb of concealment
in the singleness of His hidden realm! Praised be to He Who
hath made everlasting the flood of His might, and hath made
lasting the generosity of His kingdom, and hath perpetuated
the dawning of His effulgence, and hath continually shed the
brilliancy of His radiance from the concealed horizon upon the
people of concord!
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AB02042

To: Vazir Zadih, Talat daughter of Vazir, in Tihran
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O handmaiden of God! The pen gallops like a steed, but what
use when from excess galloping it has become weary and power-
less, for from morning until now at nightfall it has been at full
charge and race - at times galloping in the field of radiance, at
times charging in the arena of courtesy, sometimes running in
the greatest course, sometimes hastening to Mount Sinai, and
at times striving in the blessed valley, crossing the branches
of these fields and arenas and hills and valleys. At sunset it
reached the vast expanse of the Divine Countenance. Now it
takes even each step with difficulty, yet this valley too must
be traversed by inevitable decree.

O Pen! Gallop and sacrifice your life! Make a heavenly charge
and show forth the power of the favors of the Most Glorious
Beauty! Draw a portrait of the sublime forms of the Supreme
Concourse in this nether world and paint an image of the sanc-
tified designs of the Abha Kingdom on the page of the horizons.
Perchance the temples of limitation may hasten to the expanse
of unity, and the prisoners of the realm of dust may discover
the ways and qualities of the free souls of the Kingdom, rend
asunder the veil of self and desire, shine with the lights of guid-
ance, taste the honey of divine perfections, and drink from the
cup of bounty. May they become verses of sanctification and
temples of unity, dawning-places of splendor and daysprings of
the effulgence of the Sun of the horizons.

O handmaiden of God! Convey to the steadfast leaves that this
is the time of sanctification and detachment and the season for
the appearance of the signs of unity. Become so enkindled
night and day with the remembrance of God that the heat
of the fire of the love of God may influence all regions and its
warmth may reach the Holy Land. This is not difficult for God.
And Glory be upon you and upon every maidservant who has
believed in God.
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AB04686

To: Siyyid Hasan, in Bushihr
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O servant of the Supreme Lord! All nobles harbor desires for
greatness and the melancholy of soaring ambition, that they
might become exalted in the world or become leaders of others.
But hear from me and seek counsel: Take up the way of servi-
tude and pursue the path of humble service. You will witness
freedom in both worlds and agility in every arena. At times
you will traverse the realm of the material world, at times you
will journey through the Kingdom. Sometimes you will hasten
to the heights of evanescence, sometimes you will race into the
depths of effacement and nothingness. For a moment you will
raise your head from the collar of absolute being.

2 Servitude and childlike humility is freedom, while lordship and
greatness is eternal bondage. Poverty, evanescence, effacement
and purity are the true illumination of human reality, and this
is the valley of peace and security.

The taint of existence so thoroughly takes the reins from one’s
hands as to establish one’s dwelling in the depths of hell and
veil one from the verses of the highest heaven and deprive one
of the sweetness of life. Such a one lives ever grieved and
sorrowful until passing away. Woe to all who seek existence
and misery to all who desire manifestation!
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AB06611

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O thou Lion hearted Bashir! The Egyptian Bashir! brought
back with him the garment of the Canaanite Joseph but thou
art the bearer of the garment of the King of the City of Love.
Behold the difference of thy station!

Lef. Qur’an 12:96.
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However, the keen sense of smell and acute sensitivities of Ja-
cob are needed if the fragrance of this divine Joseph is to be in-
haled. My meaning is that the life-giving perfume of this divine
garment has scented all the fields and meadows and gardens
of this world of being but the pity of it is that those afHlicted
with head colds and deficient in capacities of perception are
deprived, are disappointed, are incapable of recognising this
perfume.

But be thou ready at all time to carry this divine fragrance
upon thee and wear this garment always. He who is willing to
breathe deeply and be thus revived it let him approach and do
so, and he who prefers his head cold let him be thus afflicted.
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AB06780

To: Aga Musa, in Tabriz
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O my Lord! Forgive Thy servants who have turned with their
hearts to the springs of Thy mercy and have arrived at the
fountains of Thy oneness, and who have regretted their for-
mer condition and have hastened with humility and submis-
sion to the shore of the ocean of Thy pardon and forgiveness,
and have turned to the Center of the Covenant as Thou com-
manded them explicitly in the Book in the Decisive Word, and
have cast behind them all signs of remoteness and have entered
the garden of the Covenant with abundant joy, and have drunk
from the pure water descending from the realm of light, and be-
come intoxicated from the cup whose mixture was of camphor.
Verily Thou art the Forgiver, verily Thou art the Pardoner, the
Appreciated One. My God! Admit these into the Frequented
House and inscribe their names in the Spread Scroll and the In-
scribed Tablet. Verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the Powerful,
the Kind, the Generous.
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AB07090

To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O my God! Thou seest these servants whose hearts have been
sanctified from the stains of doubt, whose spirits have been
purified from the taint of evil deeds, whose inner beings have
been made good through virtuous acts, and whose faces have
been illumined by the light of steadfastness that dispels all
darkness.

O Lord! Make them radiant lights in all directions, brilliant
traces in the East and the West and all regions, and signs of
truth in all kingdoms, climes and areas.

O Lord! We are weak and Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
We are lowly and Thou art the Lord of might, the Strong, the
Firm. Aid us to triumph in Thy manifest religion through
explanation, elucidation and the wisdom Thou hast sent down
in Thy Scriptures and Tablets, O my Generous Lord!

O Lord! Purify souls with the waters of knowledge which Thou
hast sent down in Thy Books and Writings, and revive the
hearts of Thy creation with the fragrances that waft from the
gardens of Thy Kingdom. Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful,
the Compassionate.

o s el sle N 5 AL
25 o el Casi s ol s
s obudl Gyl b, ol
C)HL.U JJK}\ C)xg\)ﬁ r.@,hﬁ) WA

Sl K G able iyl ol O !
3ol Sl s Golal) 35 sl 161
A2V JBYI, SOL G Gl s
A3l GAl il Slass O 6!
s i e Ul o) oudl 33lp3 il V)
Wy ) ase , oldl , olb cud) Kas
a5 G L Sy a3

Gy @l b Al ol il b O o

Oy, s O 2wl 5 ST S
o S o o
=~

INBA59:087

AB07052

To: Agqa Husayn (Rafsanjan) et al.
Date: 1898-Nov-18

O ye two shining stars in the horizon of the love of God! In-
deed, the flame of the war ablazed out higher, the oven boiled,
the peacock sighed, the raven croaked, the eagle whistled, the
necks of the proud men bowed down and those who were
great people became abased. Holy, holy, the Lord of the well-
guarded secret and the hidden mystery. Verily, in all of this
there are signs indeed for people who use their reason! Be-
hold therefore what the heedless, the covenant breakers and
those who turned back on their heel say. They are shut out
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from the mercy of God. Then leave them to plunge in vain
discourse and trifling. Never did a messenger come to them
but they mocked him. They assume that they understand and
comprehend. They are deaf, dumb, and blind and they are
void of wisdom. Rest upon thee the Glory of God who is the
self subsisting!
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ABO08735

Date: 1898-Nov-18

O friends of the Best-Beloved! A spiritual fragrance is wafting
toward the souls—that is, from the gardens of the Abha King-
dom holy breathings are being diffused and the nostrils of the
people of Paradise are stirred and perfumed. This fragrance
bestoweth life and conferreth eternal existence. But the blind
and those afflicted with colds are deprived of the lights and
sweet savors.

“We send down in the Qur’an that which is a healing and a
mercy to the believers: but to the unjust it causes nothing but
loss after loss.”

Today the violators of the Covenant are deprived of every
bounty, bereft of perception, feeling, awareness, insight, smell
and hearing—they have no portion or share in any of these.

And upon you be the glory, O ye steadfast loved ones of God.
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AB03080

To: Nayyir et al., in Tihran
Date: 1898-Dec-01

My God, my God! Thou art He Whose power hath encom-
passed all, Whose sovereignty hath appeared, Whose mercy
hath pervaded all things, and the lights of Whose bounty have
shone forth from the horizon of the Covenant upon the people
of radiance.

O my Lord! Assist those who are firm to elevate Thy Word
throughout all regions, and make them manifest signs of Thy
oneness dazzling to all eyes, and stars in the heaven of Thy
bounty rising from the dawning-place of harmony, and hosts
from the kingdom of Thy sanctity charging against the ranks
of discord, and armies from the realm of Thy unity gathered
beneath the banner of concord.

Verily, Thou art the Helper, the Supporter, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Precious, the All-Bestowing.
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ABO07165

To: Baha’is of Khuy
Date: 1898-Dec-01

My God, my God! Thou art He Who hast quickened the hearts
of the righteous with the breezes of the morn of the Covenant,
and perfumed the nostrils of the free with the fragrances of
the flowers from the gardens of the Testament in the days of
effulgence. I beseech Thee and implore Thee to make firm the
footsteps on the most upright path and the greatest course,
and to aid those who have rent asunder the veils of doubt
and beheld the decisive verses, and drunk the cups of bounties
from the hand of the Cup-bearer of grace in the gathering
of divine manifestations, and who have chanted the perfect
words and called out in the name of the Lord of the most
beautiful names and glorious attributes, and who have guided
the people to the sweet and flowing spring. O Lord! Thou
art the Generous One - grant them success in attaining to the
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great triumph and ancient grace. Verily, Thou art the Merciful,
the Compassionate.

17 Rajab 1316
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AB08495

To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Yazd
Date: 1898-Dec-06

O my God! O my God! This is a servant who hath sought
refuge at the gate of Thy oneness, who hath clung to the hem
of the robe of Thy singleness, and who hath turned toward the
kingdom of Thy divine unity. Guard him with the eye of Thy
loving-kindness, preserve him in the cave of Thy protection and
safekeeping, cause him to enter beneath the shade of the Tree
of Thy mercy, make him a sign of Thy oneness and a token of
Thy glorification, and forgive the handmaiden who is related
to him.

Immerse her in the oceans of Thy pardon and mercy, and make
her acceptable at Thy sacred Threshold. Verily, Thou art the
All-Merciful, and verily, Thou art the All-Compassionate, O
Thou Who art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful, the All-
Forbearing.
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AB05686

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1898-Dec-09

O God! This, Thy servant, is a nightingale of the meadow of
Thy exaltation and a lion of the forest of Thy remembrance
and a dove of the paradise of Thy praise and attributes. He
hath warbled on the twigs of the tree of utterance with utmost
wisdom and hath sung in the garden of true knowledge in the
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most beauteous melodies. He hath called out to Thy Testament
in the midmost heart of the world and hath remained steadfast
in Thy Covenant and withstood the people of discord.

O God! Aid him in all conditions, O Thou my kind Lord, and
loosen his tongue in Thy remembrance and praise in assem-
blages extolling Thy sanctity and unity. Strengthen his loins
in your service, and clothe him with the robe of honor by Thy
mercy, and crown his head with the diadem of servitude at
Thy holy and exalted Threshold. Ordain for him such good
that he may revel among the hosts of the well-favored and
that his face may shine with a resplendent light, O Thou the
Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

O God! Grant Thou unto him this wondrous leaf, Thy new
handmaiden, and call her luminous in Thy kingdom. Thou art
the Bestower, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful, and Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Afnan, Aga Siyyid Mirza son of Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, in Yazd
Date: 1898-Dec-15

O wondrous branch of the blessed Tree! The Call hath indeed
reached unto the east of the earth and its west, its south and its
north, its farthest parts and its nearest regions; yet the waver-
ing are wrapped in grievous deafness. The fragrances of God
have been diffused throughout all horizons, and the regions of
the world made sweetly redolent; yet they that slumber are
afflicted with a sore catarrh. The earth and the heavens have
been illumined by a shining beam from the unseen Kingdom of
Baha; yet the violators are veiled in a thick obscurity. By the
righteousness of God! the stars of divine confirmation have
arisen, the hosts of victory have surged forth, the angels of
glad-tidings have lifted up their voices, the standards of guid-
ance have been raised, the Word of God hath been exalted, the
Law of God hath been noised abroad, the verses of God have
manifested their power, the traces of God have been spread far
and wide, and the ensign of God hath been unfurled; yet the
scoffers remain lost in their ancient blindness.
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2 By the one true God! O branch, the stones, the clods, and
the trees bear witness to the exaltation of the Word of God;
but the deniers are plunged in stubborn contention. Say: Be
fair, O abject company! Would ye ascribe concealment to the
darkness of a pit through the tyranny of the oppressors, while
now ye abide in manifest protection and beneath the hallowed
might of thy Lord? They recognize the bounty of God and
then deny it. They gaze upon the shining light and say, “This
is pitch darkness”; they taste the sweet and flowing water and
say, “This is bitter salt”; they behold the wondrous signs of
thy Lord and say, “These are but effaced traces of old.” Such
is their condition. Leave them to their veiling fancies, their
losing state, their burnt pages, their invalid arguments, and
their abject realities. By thy life! their speech is diseased, their
judgment feeble, their face effaced, and their proof severed.
They cling to the verses yet deny Him Who revealeth them,
they catch at the fringes and forsake the Throne thereof; they
seek to drink from cisterns and turn away from the well-springs
of limpid, flowing water. Such is their portion in this earthly
life, through that which their souls have suggested unto them:;
and ere long shalt thou behold them in evident loss.

O my God, O my God! This is a branch among the branches
of the Tree of Thy mercy. Preserve him, within the shelter of
Thy protection, from the blades of doubts and the arrows of
the people of idle imaginings. Make him a firmly-rooted sign
of the Covenant, an abrogator of the writings of the people of
discord, a revealer of the shame of the people of uncertainty,
and a spark that shall kindle against him who hath broken Thy
Covenant. Thou art, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty.

O wondrous branch! Praise and thanksgiving be unto God
that the holy breezes from the gardens of the exalted King-
dom have perfumed the nostrils, and that the fragrances of
the love of the most glorious Paradise have quickened and set
thy soul astir. Thou hast turned thy face unto the Kingdom
of God, hast clung for steadfastness unto the hem of majesty,
and hast been admitted to the visitation of that hidden, peer-
less Mystery round which the souls of the spiritual ones circle.
Thou hast beheld with thine own eyes and heard with thine
own ears. Wherefore now arise with divine power, and with-
stand the germ of deficiency and the champion of misfortune,
for he will assail with the hosts of doubt and reason with the
fire-scorched leaves of vain imaginings. If thou art a horseman
of the mystic field, then ride forth; and if thou art a nightingale
of the rose-garden of the Covenant, then raise thy song. By
the Beauty of the Ancient of Days, my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loved ones! Their life is bliss, while the newness of their
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adversaries is but worn-out oldness; their wine is a mirage, and
their row a turbid pain of sinful gloom.

5 Blessed is he who held aloof; glad tidings unto him who with-
drew. The glory be upon thee and upon every one who hath
remained steadfast in the Covenant and whose feet have been
made firm in this Cause, whose power hath shattered the backs
of the people of hypocrisy, whereat the pillars of the people of
doubt have trembled, by which the company of vain imaginings
hath been scattered, and through which the densely-massed
clouds upon the horizon of the Cause of God have been dis-
pelled.
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AB03056

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran
Date: 1898-Dec-51

Today is the Anniversary of the Martyrdom of His Holiness
the Most Exalted One (the Bab), may my soul be offered up
as a ransom for His sacred blood.

This is the Day when the Sun of Truth was hidden behind the
clouds of divine providence. This is the Day when that shining
Moon did set. This is the Day when that sacred and delicate
Body rolled in dust and blood. This is the Day when that gen-
tle and immaculate Breast was riddled with a thousand bullets.
This is the Day when that heavenly Lamp was detached from
its physical globe.

This is the Day when the lamentation of the Concourse on
High is most intense. This is the Day when the dwellers of
the exalted Kingdom are wailing and sobbing with tearful eyes
and poignant hearts.

Yet, from morn until now, notwithstanding this sorrow, this
consuming grief, and this distress, I have on one side been
occupied in writing, on another in arranging affairs and visiting
the sacred Threshold, on yet another in receiving the visitors
from America, and again in answering the letters of the friends.
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Even now, Haji Muhammad-Bagqir, one of the people of Ha,
is present—upon him be the glory of God, the All-Glorious—
and requesteth a teacher for Hamadan. Amidst these various
occupations it hath been decided that His Honor Siyyid Sadr
should exert himself and, if possible, proceed to Hamadan; and
if it be feasible, that he should engage in teaching throughout
its surrounding districts, that the holy breaths may be diffused
from his lips.

In brief, a general letter is enclosed. Let it be read in the gath-
erings of the friends with utmost joy and fragrance of spirit.
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During the time that His Holiness the Exalted One lived in
Bushihr and was in the trading business, a few merchants
bought some Prussian blue dye from His blessed Person. When
their negotiations were over, the goods were delivered to their
office and the time came to settle the account. But they aban-
doned their agreement and began bargaining anew. This was
the practice of the merchants in Bushihr in former days. When
the transaction was concluded, the buyer would dismiss the
contract and begin renegotiating, in order to get a better price
or a discount. Consequently, the merchants reneged on the
price. However, His Holiness did not agree to it. They per-
sisted, but He responded, “Our negotiations were completed.
If you do not want to buy [the goods|, cancel the contract al-
together.” No matter how hard they tried, their plea was not
accepted. The Bab told them, “I will arrange for the blue dye
to be brought back from your office.” They replied, “But then
our credit will be ruined among the merchant community!”
“We have concluded the transaction and made a contract,” the
Bab responded. “Whether the terms are favorable or disagree-
able, you must now pay the full sum.” “But it is the custom
of the realm,” they said. To which He replied, “Soon many of
these ignoble customs will be changed.”

The Bab did not give in and eventually the Prussian blue dyes
were brought back to His office. After a while though, one of
the uncles of the Bab arrived in Bushihr and the merchants
complained to him, “Your Nephew has thoroughly ruined our
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credit and you must advise Him to be more considerate in
dealing with us.” The uncle of the Bab reported the matter to
the Latter, Who replied, “Even now, if they wanted to conclude
an agreement and then abandon it, I would not agree to it.”

On that occasion, the blessed Person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha noted,
“The ways of His Holiness the Bab in Bushihr caused many of
the old and sterile traditions to be changed.”

AFNAN.129-130

AB11306

To: Lua Getsinger, in Haifa
Date: 1898

To the presence of the Hon. Lua M. Getsinger
(46th from the year of Dawning)
O thou shining and spiritual Gem!

Glad tidings to thee from the Generosity of Thy Lord. Be
happy on account of the Gifts of thy God which shall soon
surround thee; and Thou art confirmed in the Covenant!

Abdul Baha Abbas

MAB.017

AB00458

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Tithran
Date: 1898 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! This is the day when the light
of servitude shineth forth from the horizon’s dawning-place,
the time of the rising and radiance of the orb of unity and
the blazing meteor in the unlimited firmament. That which
is written is in consideration of this thought and purpose, not
from weariness or complaint or reproach, for the temples of
sanctified souls in all stations are the source of the mysteries
of pure servitude. Therefore, announce to all that in this ra-
diant age each must be humble, meek, serving and worshipful
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before all, for worship of the Truth and servitude to the An-
cient Beauty is conditional upon service to His servants. The
first to be humble, meek and serving before the beloved ones
is this servant of Baha, and I sacrifice my spirit and being for
them.

Hence what was written was but a description of the qual-
ities, attributes and reality of this servant. And now you
must, through the assistance and grace of the Most Glori-
ous Beauty, be in the utmost joy, gladness and delight, and
soar to such heights that your humility becometh the radiance
of sovereignty in both worlds, your servitude the essence of
spirituality in both realms, your prostration the vision of the
Beauty of the Lord of the East and the Lord of the West, and
your bowing down the rising of the lights of both horizons.

In any case, forget sorrows and complaints, and hearken to the
melody of the Abha Kingdom. Be joyous and delighted, show
forth eagerness and ardor, for praise be to God, thou art es-
tablished beneath the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty, art
immortalized in the paradise of the good-pleasure of the Ser-
vant of Baha, art regarded by the glance of the Lord of Oneness,
and art known and described in the Supreme Concourse as the
herald of the Covenant.

This is not the time for such sorrows and complaints, nor the
moment for lethargy and sullenness. It is the season of sweet-
ness and the time of freshness and grace. That is, one must
speak with utmost sweetness in the gatherings for teaching and
become like a sugar-breaking parrot. Praise be to God, the An-
cient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His promise - ful-
filled all that He promised. He made the path smooth, turned
the rocky ground into a level highway, spread the carpet of
security and safety, and opened the way of justice and benevo-
lence. He opened the gates of triumph and expanded confined
hearts. He sent forth the hosts of the Abha Kingdom and dis-
patched the army of the Supreme Concourse. The waves of
His confirmations arrived successively like ocean billows, and
the ranks of the angels of divine success were arrayed.

The throne of government was adorned with a just sovereign,
and the seat of ministry was graced by a perfect person. It is
the time of praise and prayer, and the season for promoting
the Cause of the Sun of Creation. It is the time for giving
the pure water to drink and the day for passing round the
cup whose mixture is camphor. It is the triumphant day of
teaching and the time for spreading and issuing forth eloquent
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missives. It is the time for chanting the verses of the divine
realm and explaining the evidences of the Kingdom.

Therefore, O hoopoe bird of the Sheba of divine knowledge,
convey from the Kingdom of the Unseen the message of
Solomon upon the throne of the All-Merciful to the people of
Iran. And O nightingale promoting the religion of God, raise
thy song of proof in that garden’s rosebush. Let go of every
mention save teaching, abandon every thought save promotion
of the Cause, for divine confirmation accompanieth those
who teach and heavenly success is the companion of those
who promote. Wondrous favors encompass those who spread
the divine fragrances, and all gifts reach those who serve to
exalt the Word. Soon thou shalt observe that the lights of
ancient glory shine forth from the foreheads of the teachers
and the rays of divine bounty radiate from the horizon of the
promoters.

Therefore, as much as thou art able, open thy tongue in men-
tion of the appearance of the Most Great Name, and draw the
people to the shelter of the Ancient Beauty. Be the sweet wa-
ter of Euphrates to the thirsty, and the path of salvation to
the lost. Be the water of life to the gasping fish, and the way
of deliverance to the straying caravan.

O Morning Star of deliverance! Let not this time slip from your
grasp and count this present moment a precious opportunity.
Strive day and night, and like a whale in the ocean of love,
raise your mighty call. With the melody of the Abha Kingdom,
sound forth the call of “Hasten to salvation! Hasten to success!
Hasten to the dawn of prosperity!” 1 swear by the Beauty
of the Desired One that today, save for service to the blessed
Cause, promotion of the religion of God, exaltation of the Word
of God, and firmness in the Covenant and Testament, every
thought and mention, be it heavenly or earthly, is manifest
loss. These are but children’s play and juvenile fancies. Hear
from me: in gatherings no words but these will yield fruit, and
in meetings no lights but these will leave a trace. And the glory
be upon you and upon all who are firm in the Covenant, calling
the people to the Luminary of the horizons in the dawning-
place of effulgence.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Haifa
Date: 1898 ca.

O Afnan! The Divine Lote Tree is nearing its setting, and from
sunrise until now this pen has been writing and its cry is raised
that “the Pen hath run dry.” This servant responds by saying:
“By the pen and that which they write!” This letter is to His
Holiness the Afnan, and there is still time for writing.

O pen! If thou art weary and powerless, the soul and con-
science of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the utmost joy and exhilaration
in mentioning the Afnan of the Divine Lote Tree. If thou hast
found weariness and fatigue, I am in the utmost enthusiasm
and ardor. O pen! Thou art in conversation with the honored
friend. O pen! Thou art writing to the branch of the Tree of
Paradise - be full of attraction and eagerness, full of joy and
delight, that the Afnans may become intoxicated from the cup
of the Covenant and drink the wine of pre-existence from the
tavern of “Am I not?”, and in the feast of the Covenant may
shine forth like unto a brilliant lamp and dispel the darkness
of the doubts of the Covenant-breakers, and by the power of
the divine Covenant and Faith - which had no likeness or par-
allel in any previous Dispensation - may break the backs of the
Covenant-breakers and, like the morning star, shine forth from
the horizon of the Covenant.

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! Consider how the kings of the
world could not resist the Cause of God and were ultimately
frustrated and disappointed, despite their countless armies and
tumultuous hosts - each with forces that conquered the world
like waves, each with armies that shook the earth. Now a few
cold-hearted ones, having forgotten the Covenant and Faith
of God, have imagined they can destroy the edifice of the
Covenant and uproot the foundation of the Testament. Evil
is that which they have imagined and supposed! Soon thou
shalt see them drowning in the depths of degradation, wallow-
ing in the mire of humiliation, and wandering bewildered in
their drunkenness.

In any case, it is hoped that that distinguished branch may
resist the Covenant-breakers like an iron barrier, and like the
rays of the sun of the Covenant may blind the eyes of the vi-
olators, and like a brilliant meteor may repel every attacking
serpent, and like penetrating rays may cause every bat to flee.
May thou be a divine light to the companions of the Covenant
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feast and a consuming fire to the deniers of the Covenant. May
thou become a guiding star to the seekers and cause the rebel-
lious to awaken from the slumber of error. May thou become
a Salsabil spring of the Nile of bounty to the Israelites and like
blood in utmost bitterness to the Egyptians.

O Afnan of the Divine Lote Tree! If the Center of the Covenant
and Testament becomes hated, rejected and detested, what
glory would remain for anyone else? If the Branch sprung from
the Ancient Root - who is explicitly designated in the Mighty
Text and clearly appointed in the Perspicuous Book and who,
by the decisive command of God and the explicit text of the
Testament of the All-Merciful, is to be obeyed and referred to
by all - is counted as the chief of the misbelievers, while all the
branches, leaves, kindred and beloved ones are commanded to
turn to him and look to him, would there remain any mention,
respect or existence for anyone else? No, by God! No, by God!
No, by God!

i Consider how thoughtless and heedless are these children to

imagine that if this sapling planted by the hand of the Divine
Beauty is uprooted, their branch will extend, or if this mighty
edifice falls, their hut will prosper. Alas! Again alas! Again
alas!

Soon you shall see them hide like bats in the corners of obscu-
rity and scurry like ants into the hole of degradation, while the
lights of the Covenant encompass the horizons of the world,
the sun of the Testament shines upon all regions, the stan-
dard of the Covenant is raised high, the breeze of providence
wafts, the cloud of mercy rains down, the resplendent moon
of favors shines forth, the cup of bounties circulates, and the
wine-bibbers of the feast of the Covenant become intoxicated
and raise the cry: “Dregs to the frozen ones! Death to the
veiled ones!” For the Covenant has become established at the
pole of the horizons and the hosts of violation are scattered in
all directions.

And glory be upon thee!
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To: Kalb Ali Khan et al.,
Date: 1898 ca.

in Isfahan

O friends of the Most Glorious Beauty! O ye who are firm
in the Covenant of the Most Exalted Beauty! O servants of
the Sacred Threshold of the Lord God! Give thanks to the
Greatest Name and the Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting, the An-
cient Beauty, that through His endless favors He made His true
friends firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Testament of
the All-Merciful. He made them blazing lamps and conclusive
proofs, piercing stars and dawning luminaries, signs of divine
unity and standards of detachment, trees of the Paradise of the
Covenant and holy lights of the Lord God.

Therefore, in gratitude for this mighty grace and ancient favor,
strive for unity and agreement, and make earnest effort toward
oneness, fellowship and love. You are all immersed in one ocean
and illumined by one sun, rising from one horizon and shining
from one dawning-place, receiving grace from one source and
benefiting from one Creator, soaring in one atmosphere and
gazing in one direction.

This is the essence of oneness and the reality of singleness.
Whoever shows forth steadfastness, his breath is the breath
of the All-Merciful, and whoever shows the slightest weakness,
his whispers are satanic. Whoever and whatever we may be,
we must all arise to serve the Sacred Threshold and strive in
servitude to the Divine Court, that we may behold the favors
of the Supreme Kingdom and witness the bounties of the Abha
Kingdom.

And if, God forbid, any difference, small or great, should arise
between the friends regarding any matter, all must maintain
complete silence, show love to one another, and inquire so that
an answer may be provided. In any case, whoever becomes
the cause of discord between the friends must be shunned and
avoided.

5 Praise be to God, the fountain of certainty is flowing and the
stream of manifest truth is surging. There is no place for doubt
and hesitation, no room for perplexity and confusion. What-
ever reality is unknown can be inquired about and made known.
In any case, praise be to God that the justice of His Majesty
the King illumines the eyes of the sincere ones, and the fairness
of the government officials is assured to the zealous subjects.
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The purposes of His Imperial Majesty are pure good and ab-
solute justice, the comfort of the subjects and security of the
citizens. Therefore pray for good night and day, and in ac-
cordance with the decisive divine texts, you must serve with
perfect sincerity, trustworthiness and steadfastness. For who-
ever betrays His Majesty the just King has betrayed the Truth,
and all his deeds are wasted, for justice requires a correspond-
ing truthfulness and service. And upon you be peace.
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AB02412

To: Haji Muhammad Tagqi
Date: 1898 ca.

O promulgator of the Covenant! The hosts of the Abha King-
dom and the legions of the Most Exalted Realm are succes-
sively rushing down from the heavenly realm. The ranks and
multitudes of the peoples of the nether world are consecu-
tively routed, condemned and broken. Armies like waves are
continuous and tumultuous forces are successive. With this
overwhelming might and resplendent majesty and conquering
strength and perfect power, assuredly soon “necks shall be
humbled and voices hushed.” Say: “Travel in the land and
see what was the end of the deniers.”

A hundred thousand times it has been tried and witnessed
and made clear, yet still they commit error and mistake and
blunder and forgetfulness. The negligent ones should recite the
Qur’an a little and ponder upon the stories of earlier centuries
and reflect upon the blessed verse “There is the host of the
confederates put to flight,” that perchance they may become
mindful or fearful.

Praise be to God that luminous candle of the love of God has
so blazed forth with the lights of firmness and steadfastness in
the night-chamber of India that it has become like a lamp for
that community. Soon thou shalt witness the lightning flash of
divine confirmation like the lights of dawn spread abroad, and
the signs of the victory of the Beauty of the Unseen explained
and celebrated. Thou shalt hear the melody of the Abha King-
dom and raise the cry of “O glad tidings!” and hear the wailing
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and lamentation of those who are veiled, and observe “Be ye
separated this day, O ye guilty ones!”

In any case, gird up the loins of endeavor to exalt the Word
of God and diffuse the fragrance of the sanctity of the Cause
of God. So kindle the spiritual gathering in that region that
the sound of “God is Most Great” and “There is no God but
God” may reach the assemblies of the Concourse on High and
its song of divine unity may arrive at the ears of the people of
the Abha Kingdom. And upon thee be glory, and upon every
one firm in the Covenant through the power of the Luminary
of the horizons.
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To: Sulayman Muganni
Date: 1898 ca.

O thou who hast truly believed in the Ancient Beauty! The
King of eternal glory, the sovereign Lord, hath been established
upon the throne of grandeur and hath shed abroad the splen-
dour of all His names and attributes. He, verily, hath seated
Himself upon the Seat of Divinity and sent forth His universal
summons. By “Seat” here is meant the Cause of God and His
religion, this glorious Dispensation and wondrous Age. And
by “seated” is meant His manifestation and appearance, His
effulgence and presence.

The brows of some were adorned with the brightness of this
effulgent light, whilst others regarded this daybreak as power-
ful sorcery.? Gracious God! The dawn is the same, the rising
of the Sun is the same, and the Source of all splendour is the
same. Yet its effect is of two kinds: “And we send down of
the Qur’an that which is a healing and a mercy to the faithful:
But it shall only add to the ruin of the wicked.”® The glory of
God rest upon thee.

LOTW#44

2¢f. Qur’an 54:2.
3Qur’an 17:82.
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To: Isfandiyar
Date: 1898 ca.

O Isfandiyar, O Bahram! Those two noble ones are like the
Twin Stars, that is, the constellation of Gemini, bright and
shining in the horizon of the heaven of guidance. Soon you will
observe that the radiance of the Persians’ light will illuminate
East and West like the shining moon. The fame of Persia will
become world-embracing, and the renown of that captive group
will encompass East and West.

You have become manifestations of heavenly bounty and
dawning-places of divine lights. You have become imbued
with angelic qualities and endowed with the gift of the Lord
of Glory. What more could you want?

Soon you will observe that this musk-diffusing, ambergris-
scattering fragrance will spread to all horizons and make the
whole world sweet-smelling and perfumed. At that time you
will see that the universe has been adorned and the lights of
sanctification have reached Saturn.

And the Glory be upon you, O lights of guidance!
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ABO07538

To: Mirza Bagir nephew of Mulla Husayn Sarraf, in Sabzihvar
Date: 1898 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of love! How blessed
thou art, for thou hast become immersed in the peerless Beauty
and art submerged in the sea of hopes. From the hand of the
Cup-bearer of eternity thou hast drunk the chalice of fidelity,
and at the feast of “Am I not?” thou hast become inebriated.
In this circle of spiritual ones thou hast moved about, and in
the company of those possessed with love thou hast striven in
the field of tests.

In this age of grace, make a boundless effort and endeavor,
that thou mayest become sanctified above the signs of past
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ages and become a brilliant moon among the renowned ones
of the age of unity. And until thou truly becomest a servant
at the Threshold - nay, until thou becomest in truth a servant
at the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty - thou shalt not
become a brilliant moon.
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To: Asad
Date: 1898 ca.

O Lion of Baha in the jungle of contingent being! Roar with
such might that your tumult shall echo through the forests of
the Kingdom, and show such prowess that the foxes of vio-
lation and the jackals of covenant-breaking shall wander lost
and bewildered, distraught and confounded, in the wilderness
of regret.

Be the lion of the sanctuary of the Covenant and the lion of
the jungle of the Testament of the Best-Beloved of all horizons,
that the reverberations and majesty of your cry may so pene-
trate the pillars of the world and the limbs of nations that the
power of trembling shall prevail and the very existence of the
wolves shall cease from vitality.

This is of the bounty of your Lord. I beseech Him to assist you
therein. And glory be upon you.
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To: Kaffash Yazdi, Haji Ahmad et al.
Date: 1898 ca.

O ye believers! Faith is like unto a brilliant lamp, and when it
is kindled in the glass of the heart, its rays illuminate all the
pillars thereof. The deeds and actions of the sincere ones be-
come manifest. Therefore, one must become characterized by
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such attributes and conduct oneself according to such qualities
as would constitute clear signs of the luminosity of faith.

Among these is attraction, and among these is enkindlement
and combustion with the fire of the love of God. Thereby
lethargy is transformed into warmth, and coldness into the
flame of the fire of oneness.

And upon you be glory!
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Lawh-i-Mahmud Furughsi
To: Mahmud Furughi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1898 or <

O wanderer traversing the desert! Though like the wind thou
roamest the wilderness, yet thou art intoxicated from the cup
of bounty and art a wine-drinker. Take in hand the chalice of
the divine covenant, call to mind the primordial pledge, and
become a wine-worshipper. Close thine eyes to both worlds and
sacrifice thy soul in the path of the Beloved. Sweet indeed is
that moment when the ocean of bounty surgeth and billoweth,
and a dewdrop from the great sea of divine glory reacheth the
soul of these yearning ones, when the heart determineth to
seek the abode of the Friend, and the spirit taketh flight to the
Most Exalted Companion and the Abha Kingdom, hastening
to the field of sacrifice and running with utmost eagerness to
the altar of God.

O thou who art sacrificed in God! Turn not back from love’s
altar,

But give up thy life in the pathway of love.

How blessed is that moment and how auspicious that hour!

5 If thought of life thou harborest, come not hither,

; But if thou wouldst sacrifice soul and heart, then come and

bring them too.

This is the law of the path if union with Baha thou seekest,
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But if thou art not equal to this way, depart and cause no
trouble.

In brief, the Incomparable One did not create these servants
of His Threshold for pleasure and delight, comfort and luxury,
ease and rest. “The cup of wine and the bleeding heart - each
to one was given; Such is the dispensation in the circle of des-
tiny’s decree.” To one was given companionship with flowers,
tulips, goblet and wine; to another, fellowship with sighs and
lamentations. To one was granted an overflowing cup, to an-
other a tear-filled eye. To Layla was given the heart-consuming
glance, to Majnun the soul-burning sigh.

Thus it became clear that the portion of the lovers of the
Beloved’s face is the arrow of cruelty, not the pearl of bounty;
the cup of tribulation, not the place of serenity; to burn, not
to find rest; to face fire, not comfort; to sacrifice life, not to
raise banners; to face oppression, not happiness.

The Day-Star of the horizons spent His life in prison and exile,
in wandering and affliction. A Joseph in the prison of chains
was He, and in this exile, in utmost anguish, He ascended to
the horizon of glory. Not for a moment did He find rest, not
for an hour did He repose. In the burning fire, like a smiling
rose did He beam, and in the flood of sorrows, like a bubble
did He circle in joy’s rotatory motion.

Now these wanderers too must wholly cut off hope of comfort
and ease, and pass beyond this world and all that is therein.
We must close our eyes to all save the Beloved, sever ourselves
from all but Him, and join with Him. A hundred thousand
regrets and sorrows if, after that luminous Countenance and
merciful Beauty, we should drink a drop from the cup of seren-
ity, or seek fidelity from anyone, or wish for a moment’s rest,
or search for comfort, or desire luxury and bounty.

When the rose departs and the rose garden passes away,
No more will you hear tales from the nightingale.

Pass your nights in prayer and your days in humble supplica-
tion. Be in such a state that you become wholly unaware of
this world. Know none but Him, recognize none but Him, seek
none but Him, and question none but Him. Otherwise, “Seest
thou such a one as taketh for his god his own passion?” This
earthly realm is a mirage in the desert, not water and wine.
It is a world of illusion, not a realm of hopes fulfilled. It is
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metaphor, not reality; hardship, not mercy; retribution, not
blessing.

Soon shall this carpet be rolled up and these stars fade away.
From the depths of transient life may we, God willing, soar to
the heights of eternal mercy and become independent of the
world and all who dwell therein. This world, to the ignorant
who are earthbound birds, is but fields and meadows, flower
gardens and seas. But in the sight of the birds of the divine
garden, it is a narrow cage and a nest of earth and stone.

7 How long shall these pure souls remain captive to this earthly

nest? How long shall these sacred birds in this dark furnace
remain deprived of spiritual grace and conscious attainment?

O Lord! O Refuge of the homeless! Thou art aware of the
morning cry and sigh. Grant Thy favor and bestow Thy mercy,
that the souls of those who long for Thee may hasten to Thy
Kingdom of Oneness, and the spirits of the homeless may find
rest in the shelter of Thy mercy. Separation’s burning anguish
melts the soul, and deprivation and remoteness leave the spirit
lifeless and withered. Therefore, O loving God, grant Thy
confirmation and bestow Thy grace that we may escape this
snare and grain, and fly to the nest of Thy mercy, and on the
branches of unity in the garden of Thy favor, engage in all
manner of songs of praise and glorification.

The friends of God must, through His boundless grace and
favor, arise with such spirit and detachment that they may
become the brilliant candles of the assemblage of humanity.
They must manifest divine virtues and become the dawning-
places of heavenly conscience. In truthfulness and sincerity,
they must become the greatest signs, and in faithfulness and
loyalty, the mightiest standards. They must be the cause of
tranquility and ease in the world of creation, and the reason
for the development and prosperity of every land and region.
In obedience and service to government they must be exem-
plary, and in honesty and good intent they must be renowned
and distinguished among the nobles. With all peoples and
communities they must be loving friends. In crafts and inno-
vations they must become skilled masters, and in agriculture
and commerce they must excel all others. In brief, both the
Almighty God and the government authorities and the people
of the nation - all must be pleased with the friends of God, not
complainants; grateful, not aggrieved. For the foundation of
God’s Cause is divine virtues, and the basis of His edifice is
spiritual qualities and conduct. When the friends succeed in
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achieving this mighty gift, the tree of being will become fruit-
ful and the palace of existence illumined. Otherwise, there is
darkness upon darkness, misery upon misery, and heedlessness
upon heedlessness.

If you witness oppressive behavior from the ignorant masses,
do not take offense or wish them shame, for they know not and
are unaware of how in every age the oppressors have wronged
the friends of God, and how the ignorant have persecuted His
holy ones. Thus they commit injustice and perpetrate cruelty.
The owls assault the falcon and pluck its wings without cause,
asking “Why do you remember that realm, or the palace and
arm of that sovereign?” Its only crime is that it is a falcon
- just as Joseph’s only crime was his beauty. The peacock’s
enemy is its plumage; ah, how many kings have been slain by
their own glory!

When the Israelites heaped mockery and derision upon His
Holiness Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God, son of Mary, and
inflicted persecution and cruelty, and subjected Him to abuse,
insult, cursing and beating, that pure Soul would pray and sup-
plicate, saying: “O Lord, these souls are ignorant, and being
unaware of the true purpose, they act thus [and if they knew,
they would not do so]. Therefore, O forgiving Lord, forgive
their sins, and O kind God, overlook their shortcomings.”

This is the attribute of the sincere ones and the way of them
that are detached. Ask God that we, these wanderers, may
follow the example of that holy Spirit, may my soul be a sac-
rifice for Him. To be wronged is a divine gift and an attribute
of the Manifestations of His oneness. His Holiness the light of
the eye of Mustafa and the light of the garden of Murtada, the
Prince of Martyrs, and John son of Zacharias, and most of the
Prophets and chosen ones, may my soul be a sacrifice for them,
drank the cup of martyrdom and tasted the poison of death in
utmost oppression, and attained their goal.

Now observe what loss they suffered. All departed from this
world to another realm. Neither the tribulations of the faith-
ful of God remained, nor the comfort of the unjust oppres-
sor. Neither the tears of the oppressed endured, nor the joy of
the ignorant. Neither that honey and wine and sugar and ke-
bab and beauty and radiant candle remained, nor that evening
of the oppressed and the sighs of the persecuted and the sor-
row of the wanderers and the hardship of orphans remained.
All came to an end, but observe how when the name of the
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Prince of Martyrs, may my soul be a sacrifice for Him, is men-
tioned, the heart comes alive and the soul is gladdened and the
spirit is filled with ecstasy and rapture. And in one day a hun-
dred thousand hungry ones are satisfied through the blessing
of His blessed name, and a hundred thousand thirsty ones are
quenched. These are the signs of His nobility in this earthly
world. Then consider what news there must be in the divine
worlds and the Supreme Concourse.

This matter has indeed become protracted, but the truth of
the situation is evident and clear. Now, regarding the com-
mon people who follow blindly like cattle, we have naught to
do save pray. However, we hope that the leaders of the govern-
ment and the pillars of the mighty sovereignty will forbid the
aggression and attacks of the evil divines and these mindless
people, for these will gradually increase in audacity and add to
their recklessness, and will stretch forth the hand of aggression
against the faithful subjects of the sovereign. Eventually they
will rise against the government itself and create a breach in
the foundation of sovereignty.

The opposition of the clergy to this community is solely to
acquire influence, power and fame in all matters, that oth-
ers might fear them and show submission and obedience, and
thereby they might hold the reins of affairs in their grasp of
power and do whatsoever they wish. Observe that the conduct
and way of these wicked divines is neither religious nor aimed
at promoting the Law of God; it is rather a means for attain-
ing power, grandeur, wealth and glory. From such conduct
and behavior naught but harm can result. Is this behavior in
accordance with the way of the saints or in conformity with the
course of the Prophets? The Prince of Martyrs and the Imams
of Guidance and other chosen ones were averse to worldly glory
and aloof from all save the good-pleasure of the Lord. Now
these divines have every desire save the good-pleasure of the
All-Glorious Lord. They are ravening wolves who have be-
come shepherds of the flock, and bloodthirsty tigers who have
become teachers in the school of religion. They are envious
crows who oppress the nightingales of the garden of existence,
and they are obstinate dogs who commit a hundred forms of
aggression against the gazelles in the desert of unity.

26 Therefore, the pillars of His Imperial Majesty’s government

must, aside from maintaining justice among the subjects, for
the sake of governance itself, show consideration to the prac-
ticing divines and prevent the ignorant leaders. They must
restrain the hands of such souls, who are like fierce wolves,
from aggression, and forbid the attacks of such a rebellious
band. Otherwise, day by day they will increase in audacity,
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interfere in the affairs of the realm, and throw the country and
kingdom into confusion. For example, observe that when secu-
rity and safety are removed from a country and the protective
force is overcome, the subjects will emigrate to foreign lands
and the obedient ones will take the path of exile, just as from
the events in Khurasan a great number emigrated to Turkestan,
where that government showed the utmost consideration and
protection to the servants of God. This is but one harm from
the harms of ignorant divines, for the religious scholar bene-
fits the affairs of religion and state and becomes the cause of
glory and comfort for the people of the country, not the igno-
rant ones. In the tradition it is said: “As for anyone among
the jurists who protects himself, guards his religion, opposes
his passions and obeys the command of his Lord, it is for the
people to follow him.”

In short, the purpose is that the attendants at the threshold of
His Imperial Majesty should be the rulers over the country and
people, not every bloodthirsty wolf and tormentor of humanity.

As for the praise you expressed for that distinguished person,
it is correct, acceptable and fitting. Indeed, that respected
soul and unique pearl in the shell of government deserves the
highest praise. May God strengthen and support him and per-
petuate his glory and prosperity in this world and the next.
Were it not for the wise administration of that secretary of the
court of justice and fairness, that great calamity (may God
curse whoever committed it) would have tainted the skirts of
the innocent and its darkness would have cast shadows upon
the faces of the guiltless. The unknown agitators would have re-
mained protected, absolved and concealed, while the oppressed
would have been accused, defamed and known for this repug-
nant act, clear injustice and great misfortune. Until the Day
of Resurrection they would have found no deliverance from
this severe accusation and great disgrace. Therefore, they ren-
dered an evident service to the divine court, and the reward,
God willing, is establishment in the lofty pavilion of God.

O Lord! Place the crown of eternal glory upon the head of the
new sovereign and establish him upon the throne of success.
Grant that eminent and wise person establishment upon the
seat of justice, glory and divine gift. Bestow heavenly confir-
mation and grant celestial reinforcement. Make his decree as
effective as the spirit in the body of the nation, and make the
wisdom of his governance pulsate like the arterial blood in the
temple of the realm. Keep him protected and preserved, and
make him successful and favored.
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In brief, we exiles recognize the value of this endeavor and
shall never forget this kindness. The Blessed Beauty, seven
years ago, after witnessing their noble efforts on behalf of
the innocent ones, bestowed His favor and offered benevolent
prayers. These prayers will yield momentous effects and will
be confirmed with wondrous divine confirmations - this is an
unfailing promise. Even before His ascension, He conversed
about that respected personage with two of the friends, and
with one He sent a message to be delivered personally or in
writing. One of these two persons was Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar.
Should you attain his presence, convey that throughout the
thirteen hundred years of the Hijra, observe how many min-
isters, princes, nobles and leaders have come into this world.
No trace or news remains of any of them, save those leaders
who protected and sheltered the divine sheep, who came to
the aid of the oppressed, and who assisted the downtrodden -
especially those ministers who rendered service at the Thresh-
old of Divine Unity. Those leaders’ faces are like the luminous
full moon, their character like sweet perfume, and their names
renowned in both the earthly and heavenly kingdoms.

When His Holiness the Exalted One - may my spirit be a sacri-
fice unto Him - was in Isfahan, and the divines raised the stan-
dard of rebellion, the late and forgiven Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih
Manuchihr Khan protected that Holy Being for a number of
days and rendered service. In some of the epistles, mention was
made of him in praise. Now observe carefully how that min-
istry, government, power, wealth and glory all vanished, and
all toils and hardships were lost, leaving no trace - except for
this endeavor and minor service which, being for the Thresh-
old of Divine Unity, was recorded in the divine ledger, and
its luminous effects shine bright and evident in the horizon of
eternal glory. In the Kingdom on high he is established upon
the throne of glory, and in the earthly realm his blessed name
endures throughout the world.

In any case, we pray day and night that divine confirmations
may become the resplendent jewel in the crown of sovereignty,
and heavenly assistance the brilliant star at the center of benev-
olence. Through the grace of that crowned one and the en-
deavor of this noble personage, may this land and realm be-
come the envy of all countries on earth. May the brilliant
star of security and protection rise and shine from the horizon

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

(:;\.x:,a I o g 58 06,11 ) aeMs

Sobe dla et Falp 1y e o S
SR b o) dw o ) i Jle s
g gles 5 Ko p C,:L& b\AK./.ﬂ:?-)J
A2 dal s acdie Ol b les Ny
s 5 28 wals ,\,}»aﬁuml.“,
)JLJW)\W'@UJ&ﬁx}
ALKA p«&u\; d‘y‘)i b\)‘u.aﬁ
w\)Lﬂj&)‘,\\L{Su\d)‘ﬁfl&z SSbs Nsgsp
BT s o OF 5 S K 5 L
L Ol pam (ad §1 5 5y ST e dw
)\}OM})J{J{\{U.@‘)J&JJR}J\))‘
o & abp disde o2 Jl b
V\E\ou\ﬁ\l,;b).\l..u}))\.«)éﬁ}\‘/\)\))'}).G
S Cas S 0 e 5 &5 Ao
Nsgt pple) Sl Lis 8 Gy
OB dpdi guyols 5 Ny Ologllie sl
@.\auu\a-\dbbgd\))}w\ba\mf
3 o5 0% O O, Oy OF st
Ol 55 Ol 5 Jne e O Olty s
e S 5 Ko

2 el d gy Je) O & Gl o
fo e Ol ksl iy 2 Olgil
O e O sdasle Dy e Ol s
_L‘Lw);\s;au; 1oy Cwdd g 340
| PR | R S R BT O
ys Ol O & wle e iy
J)JLfojgm}g)}J)wgﬁ}
\).\.«ub)‘)).\ruwjubﬁ)}
dfd.ufw.\» w”u\;«d;ut
).Lﬂw Q;L\ d‘jéjl J}; uu\’\ QL.\.NLI
f\_} L;.f\ﬁjw L.)f g}" 2 u,w.yb): )L\
zﬂzﬁhﬁ@){\bdu?ﬁ Gt:“)(;f))
)"u:"{)l?"(‘bc’f”bé“)"iwd\)%l
byl 5 OS5 Ol
Q‘-*z;b‘{fy‘w s sy 0 b b0l
}Jf L;)Lﬂfu Cb' ‘a..\;i&) J‘B}? 4:;“

S

U" w" 9 )\u\ob d‘ ;.-‘L:u ‘_5“‘}9-}’»
Gl 6oy St Ky (}’U)r{ NS

5 Al OUl s el e (SIS 3§

c.\..«a-) j\,\ 4.4\.,\2’ uLﬂ.&j g

90

31

32



33

Vol. 118: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1898

AB00026

of that mighty kingdom, that the realm may prosper and the
foundation of oppression and transgression be buried. That
noble one must, in every time and place, counsel the people
and grant insight to the ignorant, that all the peoples of the
world may today sacrifice themselves in service to their gov-
ernment, and day and night, with utmost effort and goodwill,
consider the glory of the state as the happiness of all, and the
might of the throne of sovereignty as the greatest means for
the prosperity of the realm. Thus may the light of grandeur
and power in the horizon of that country grow brighter day by
day, and the happiness of its people increase with each passing
day. Observe how the people of the Ottoman realm have be-
come abject due to the rebellion and sedition of certain foolish
ones in that kingdom, and their ill-will toward the state and
betrayal of the throne of sovereignty, and How abject have
they become in the eyes of all the peoples of the world! The
glory of their inhabitants has vanished, their wealth has been
scattered to the winds, their abasement has grown severe, and
their misfortune has become manifest.

Therefore, O ye who are wise, recognize the worth of this
sovereign, for he is kind and a lover of peace and security, just
and equitable, wise and a dispenser of justice. During his long
governance of Azerbaijan, he conducted himself like a loving
father and followed the path of Nushiravan. This is that same
leader who cherishes his subjects. He was the commander of
a province, and now by divine assistance he has become the
sovereign of the realm. The people are the same people, and
the nature is the same nature - the wine is the same wine and
the cup is the same cup. Praise be to God that since the day
of his accession to the throne, signs of nobility and care for
his subjects have become clear and evident. What more do
you desire? Therefore, O people, become united in heart and
purpose, be well-wishers and strive in obedience, and serve the
benevolent intentions of His Imperial Majesty so that you may
progress in all degrees and be protected from all harm. I swear
by the sacred threshold of the Friend that this servant, while
visiting the blessed Shrine, prays with utmost humility and
supplication, and seeks support and confirmation for the royal
throne. And the Glory be upon you and upon all who remain
firm in the Covenant.
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To: Mahmud Furughs
Date: 1898 or <

O my God, my God! Thou seest my state, beholdest my tribu-
lations, hearest my cry, my lamentation, and the sighs of my
burning anguish, my grief and pain. Thou seest the trembling
of my frame, the quivering of my limbs, the whitening of my
eyes, and my tears. Calamities have encompassed me from
all sides, as winds surround a lamp or as mountainous waves
encompass sailing ships.

2 O my Beloved! Thy most vehement enemies and antagonis-
tic foes have assailed Thy helpless servant from every ambush
where they lay in wait. They have descended upon me from
every height, attacking like wolves and pouncing like dogs, fear-
ing not the Day of Retribution. The clouds weep for Thy lowly
servant, the doves lament, and the nightingales in the hearts
of the loved ones cry out in anguish.

3 O my God! I am left alone and solitary, fallen into the talons
of predatory eagles and swooping hawks from all religions and
factions, with no helper or supporter, O my Most Glorious
Beloved, O Lord of Lords! The oppression of nations and
peoples has intensified against me like a millstone crushing
a tiny grain, and the assault of tyrants has hemmed me in like
ravenous wolves surrounding a weak lamb. I am encompassed
by the people who have broken Thy Covenant and violated Thy
Testament - he who rebelled against Thee and transgressed,
who was named Yahya, whom I raised in the cradle of supreme
loving-kindness.

O my God! Shackles encircle my wrists, and the great calamity
revolves around me. My days have darkened, and clouds of
pain have gathered thick. I am bewildered in my affairs, O
my God, wandering in the desert of hardship amid successive,
continuous trials from all directions, while I burn in the fire
of separation and weep through the dark, trailing nights. The
clouds rain down sorrow and grief, the seas overflow with an-
guish from all shores, and I yearn for Thee as the dove yearns
for its grove.
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O my God! The assault of Pharaonic enemies did not suf-
fice until a band of those who claim loyalty rose against me.
They aimed their arrows and shot me, O my Beloved, with
the arrowheads of vain imaginings and darts of accusation and
doubt. They unsheathed their swords and drew the blades
of suspicion and violation through allusion, indication, sugges-
tion and explicit statement, despite my patience, composure,
silence, forbearance and fortitude.

O my God! They have belittled me and made me a target
for the arrows of calumny, a mark for the darts of slander, and
subject to objection. Yet I have found sweetness in every bitter-
ness for Thy sake, found pleasure in every hardship, accepted
every tribulation, endured every affliction, and remained pa-
tient through every mortal wound. I have not breathed a word
of grief or complaint, nor moaned, lamented or cried out, lest
the loved ones discover my tribulations and sense what has
befallen me from the arrows of the friends.

When outery and lamentation spread through all regions, and
panic and wailing became widespread in all directions, they
attributed to Thy servant tyranny, oppression, injustice and
inequity through every hint, gesture and intimation. They
wailed like mourners at a funeral, and falsely accused Thy ser-
vant of all they themselves had done, perpetrated, transgressed,
oppressed, and deviated from the straight path.

O my God! In all these tribulations I found solace and com-
fort in those souls whom I loved with all my heart and who, at
all times, kindled within me the fire of love. Yet my afflictions
did not suffice, for now my sorrows have intensified through the
cries and lamentations of this time. By Thy glory! Such are
these cries that my limbs and members are nigh rent asunder,
and my joints and pillars nearly severed. Have mercy upon
me, O my God, through Thy grace and bounty! Show com-
passion unto me, O my Beloved, through Thy tenderness and
favor! Lighten these hardships for me, ward off from me these
calamities and trials, disperse these dense clouds that hover
over the horizons of hearts, and remove these darknesses that
are heaped one upon another, and these severe tribulations. O
Lord! My bones have weakened, my hair has turned white,
my sight has dimmed, and afflictions encompass me from ev-
ery direction. Have mercy upon my weakness, my abasement,
my broken state, my powerlessness, and my trials. Deliver me
from these perils and rescue me from the darkness of these
overwhelming tribulations. Raise me to Thy exalted threshold,
elevate me to Thy holy and sublime presence, grant me rest
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from every affliction, free me from every malady, comfort me
in my loneliness, strengthen me in my exile, and remove my
anguish. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving.

O Lord! Thou knowest that with all my heart I love Thy loved
ones, and with all my soul I am drawn to the love of Thy chosen
ones. I desire for them what Thou hast desired, and I love for
them what Thou hast loved. I beseech Thee in the depths of
my inner mysteries and in the dark of night to confirm them
in every good thing, to grant them success in every deed that
will cause their faces to shine in Thy Kingdom, their mention
to be exalted in the heaven of Thy dominion, their breath to
ascend to the presence of Thy mercy, their stars to gleam, their
lights to shine forth, their breezes to waft, their springs to flow,
their call to be raised, their traces to spread, their secrets to be
diffused, their banners to be lifted high, and their fragrances
to be scattered abroad.

And now, O my God, naught remains for me save to raise the
voice of my lamentation, to burn in the fire of my tribulation,
to cry out from the depths of my heart, and to be consumed by
the blazing flames of my trials. I wail and say: O Lord! Remove
the veil from all eyes, dispel from all insight the veils of glory
and power, extinguish this fire that is kindled throughout all
regions, sanctify our hearts from the rust of thoughts, purify
our garments from the filth of illness, grant us rest from all
conditions and traces, and cleanse our hearts from all that is
unworthy in this most mighty Cycle that hath been exalted
above all other cycles. O God! Realize me in effacement. O
God! Establish me in the station of nothingness. O God!
Make dear to me the reality of extinction and annihilation,
and intoxicate me from the cup of evanescence, O Thou Self-
Sufficient, Most High!

O God! Thou knowest that I love Thy praised Name, and
my heart is attached to it in all conditions. O God! Grant
comfort to his heart, and bestow tranquility upon his spirit
and heart from every affliction that might change his joy and
diminish his happiness. O God! Establish him in that which
Thou lovest and approvest, and make him a promoter of Thy
Cause, a guardian of Thy Covenant and Testament, a herald
of Thy Name, and a spreader of Thy Word. Verily, Thou art
the All-Bountiful, the Most High.
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran
Date: 1898 or <

O herald of the Covenant! Your letters, like abundant cups,
bore the wine of divine ecstasy and the fragrance of the celes-
tial garden, for they showed signs of attraction and evidenced
hearts aflame with the fire of the love of God. All were pe-
rused, their contents understood, and their purpose compre-
hended. Some have been answered, and now the response to
other matters is being written.

Concerning the diverse beliefs about this servant which you
had mentioned: Today, the obligation of all the friends of
God in the divine court is to set aside, forget, and consider
as things forgotten whatever beliefs they have heard, seen, or
understood, and to accept only that which is explicitly and
clearly stated by this servant. They must entirely close the
doors to interpretation, allusion, and explanation, so that the
mighty fortress of the Cause of God may remain protected and
preserved from the interference of the unfaithful and the ma-
nipulations of innovators, that the doubtful may find no breach
and seek no pretext, that beliefs may not become diverse and
opinions may not multiply.

If today this mighty foundation is not made firm and solid,
thereafter a hundred thousand breaches will appear in the di-
vine edifice, and the foundation of God’s Law will be utterly de-
molished. The Sun of Truth will be hidden, the shining moon
will be concealed, the manifest standard will be overthrown,
and the hearts of the believers will be drowned in blood. The
Divine Lote-Tree will be uprooted, and the axe will fall upon
the garden of the Most Glorious Paradise. A hundred thou-
sand trees will be felled in an instant, and a hundred measures
of fruit will be scattered and strewn in a moment. The lights
of guidance will vanish, and pitch darkness will prevail. The
sign of mercy will be abrogated, and the people of wrath will
be transformed.

Therefore, in this day the doors of contention must be barred
and the causes of strife prevented, and this is not possible un-
less all follow the Interpreter and obey the appointed Centre
of the Covenant. That is, they must cleave unto his explicit ut-
terance and hold fast unto his clear testimony in such wise that
their tongues may relate only the words spoken by his tongue
and their pens recount only that which he hath uttered. They
must not speak a single letter more or less than he hath, nor
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add a word of interpretation, exegesis, or explanation, that
all may be gathered beneath the shadow of the word of Di-
vine unity and assembled under the banner of the oneness of
God. This matter is the most important of matters and this
foundation the greatest of all foundations. If two souls con-
tend with one another, both are wrong, for there is no fault or
defect greater than discord. Perceptions differ; should the un-
derstanding of individuals be made the authority on matters,
the Frequented Fane* would, in a moment, be laid waste, the
Verse of Light® would be annulled, and darkest night would de-
scend. Wherefore, O ye loved ones of God and spiritual friends,
listen with heart and soul, content yourselves with the explicit
statement of this servant, and transgress it not, even to the
extent of a single letter.

This is the firm and established conviction, the plain and man-
ifest truth of the beliefs of this servant and of the denizens of
the Most Exalted Kingdom: that the Blessed Beauty is the Sun
of Truth shining forth from the horizon of reality, and that the
Primal Point is likewise the Sun of Truth dawning from that
same horizon of reality.

i That is to say: that Light of Truth and Lamp of Divine Unity

shineth and gleameth within this glass of mercy and this niche
of oneness: “God is the Light of the heavens and of the earth.
The likeness of His light is as a niche wherein is a lamp; the
lamp is in a glass; the glass as it were a shining star, lit from
a blessed tree, an olive neither of the East nor of the West,
whose oil would well-nigh shine forth though no fire touched
it: light upon light.” And that Light of Truth, at one and the
same time and in one and the same age, was shining in this
glass of singleness and was also manifest, resplendent, and clear
in this niche of oneness. Yet the niche deriveth its light from
the glass; for the Light of Truth shineth in the glass of mercy,
and from that glowing glass it is poured forth upon the niche
even as a lamp. Thus is the station of the Herald established
by this proof: this niche is the Sun of the horizons, and this
glass the supreme luminary of the dawn; this niche is the lamp
of the world above, and this glass the star of the Concourse
on high. Hence it is that, notwithstanding Their existence in
one and the same time and age, and Their apparent plurality,
yet in truth They were one Reality and one Being, the very
essence of unity and the purest reality of singleness. When
thou lookest upon the light, thou beholdest one light shining
in both the glass and the niche; but when thou lookest upon

4Qur’an 52:4.
5Qur’an 24:35.
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the identity, thou perceivest plurality, and seest the glass and
the niche.

Likewise, this glass of the All-Merciful and this manifest reality
is so refined, luminous, transparent and merciful that it has
become so perfectly reflected in the light of truth that a single
reality is realized and pure unity is revealed. Its oil would
well-nigh shine forth even though no fire touched it. The glass
became fine and the wine became clear, and they reflected
each other until the matter became alike - as if there were
wine without a cup, or a cup without wine. The luminosity
of the lamp and the delicacy of the glass have joined together,
becoming light upon light.

This is why He says: “Beware lest ye mention in Me two signs”
- that is, the sign of divinity and the sign of humanity. All
below these two Suns of Truth are His servants and all act by
His command. Although His Holiness the Quddus - may my
spirit be a sacrifice unto Him - was an essence that entirely
reflected that Sun of Truth, was a rising light and a dawning
star, was the essence of sanctity and the quintessence of pu-
rity, and though hundreds of thousands of “Verily I am God”
issued from his pure mouth, nevertheless he was an essence
that spoke of naught but God, his Lord, and was a wondrous
Manifestation and a faithful servant.

As for the station of this servant, it is that of pure, absolute,
true, steadfast, evident servitude, without interpretation, ex-
planation, allusion or elaboration - meaning a slave with a ring
in his ear and a servant with a burden on his shoulder, the dust
of the Threshold and its watchman and doorkeeper. Whatever
description and praise exists in all divine tablets and scriptures
regarding this servant, through pure bounty, means solely this
word: ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Any interpretation or explanation that
adds a single letter beyond this word - I am innocent of it, and
I take God, His Prophets, His Messengers, His trustees, His
chosen ones, His pure ones, and His loved ones as witness to
this. I am the interpreter of His verses - this is my statement,
and beyond truth there is naught but vain imaginings.

BRL__ATE#094x, WOB.133x
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To: Haji Muhammad Bagir (Egypt)
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of God!

In this Most Great and Blessed Century, which is the resplen-
dent sun of former ages and the luminous orb of latter cen-
turies, souls shall arise from the slumber of vain desire who
shall shine forth like unto candles in the assemblage of the
world with the light of steadfastness, and shall surge like unto
an ocean with love for the Blessed Beauty. Like unto a mighty
edifice and an impregnable barrier of steel shall they stand
firm in God’s Covenant and Testament, and abide steadfast
in His divine Faith and Pledge. They shall mightily resist the
hosts of violation and breach of the Covenant, and shall guide
all to firmness and steadfastness in the Cause of God. They
are the glorious army of the stronghold of the Word of God,
and the defenders and protectors of the City of God’s Cause
against the surging throng of assailants. I beseech God that
your honor may be numbered among the mightiest of these
hosts of the Lord of Grace, and among the greatest guardians
of this mighty Covenant of the Worshipped One.

In every age and dispensation, the Holy Manifestations of God
made no covenant, no testament, no faith and no pledge. In
the time of Abraham, there was but a blessed prayer regarding
Isaac; in the Mosaic dispensation, but brief words of praise
from His tongue regarding Joshua son of Nun; in the Christian
Revelation, regarding Simon, only the concise statement “Thou
art the rock, and upon this rock I will build my church”; at the
dawning of the Muhammadan Sun, only the brief utterance at
Ghadir Khum “Whomsoever I am the master of, ‘Ali is his
master.”

But in this Most Great Cycle and Most Mighty Dispensation—
the Manifestation of Truth and Rising of the Sun of Reality,
which in all aspects excels all other cycles and dawns resplen-
dent over all other ages—in the Most Holy Book, which is
supreme over all books, scriptures and psalms, and all that is
mentioned therein abrogates all previous scriptures and books—
even its commandments, laws, pronouncements and declara-
tions abrogate all incompatible commandments and inconsis-
tent laws, save for such ordinances and laws as are not men-
tioned in that Holy Divine Book-in such a clear Book and
certain Psalms, He has explicitly stated, without interpreta-
tion or allusion, and has emphasized, clarified and expounded
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in the Book of the Covenant by the Most Exalted Pen, so
that the seat of authority in this Most Great Cycle might be-
come clear and evident, leaving no room for any soul to hes-
itate, dispute or differ, and that God’s primary purpose and
true good-pleasure—namely the unity of all on earth under one
Word-might be fulfilled, and the essence of oneness might be-
come manifest and evident in the realities of souls...

This servant beholds himself as utterly effaced and evanescent
in all things. His days are numbered and ere long he shall
return to the holy threshold of the Lord of all existence. He
has had and has no purpose save to preserve the unity of God’s
Cause and the oneness of God’s loved ones.

Consider how the Bab—may my spirit be sacrificed for Him—
endured all tribulations in the path of this Cause, and ulti-
mately became the target of a hundred thousand arrows with
such oppression. And Quddus, and the Bab, and Vahid, and
Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali, and the Uncle of the Bab, and the
King of Martyrs, and the Beloved of Martyrs, and ten to twenty
thousand pure and holy souls, both young and old, men and
women, shed their sanctified blood in this path. And the Most
Great Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His
loved ones’ feet) endured all these successive trials and tribula-
tions and chains and fetters. Time and again severe afflictions
were visited upon His blessed Person, and the effects of poison
were ever visible on both sides of His blessed body. For a long
period, at all times, He spent His days in prison, jail, exile and
banishment. And finally, while imprisoned, confined and con-
demned, He ascended to the Kingdom of Holiness. His blessed
lamentation and cry was ever this: “I have sacrificed Myself
for the unity of all who are on earth. O loved ones! Strive that
ye may remove the traces of discord from the face of the earth
and cause the lights of unity to shine forth resplendent among
all people.”

Now, instead of all being united and in accord, clinging to the
cord of unity and holding fast to the bond of concord, and
rising up together in faithfulness to the bounties of the Blessed
Beauty and the Most Great Name to establish the unity of all
who dwell on earth, from certain corners, secretly and covertly,
with utmost caution, unwholesome odors waft that would cause
great discord in the Cause itself. God protect us from this!
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In any case, I swear by the Blessed Beauty that I do not see
myself as having any existence, and I perceive myself as evanes-
cent before His sincere loved ones. I have never had, nor do
I have, any claims, and to this day I have not uttered a word
indicating any connection to the Sacred Threshold. However,
I do have this much to implore of the loved ones of God: that
they not become the cause of discord in this Cause which is
the essence of sanctity, and that they not countenance secrets,
mysteries and covert allusions.

The Cause of God is manifest and evident. Praise be to God,
in this Most Great Dispensation the Cause is explicit and de-
tailed, neither veiled nor mysterious. Neither are there degrees
of religious law, spiritual path and truth, nor outer and in-
ner manifestations as in the tasteless notions of the mystics.
Rather, all these matters are condemned and rejected by the
explicit verses of God.

In any case, now we must, in gratitude for divine favors and
bounties, forget all such mentions and sayings, and all arise
united and in accord to exalt the Word of God and make
mighty efforts to diffuse the divine fragrances. Now your honor,
praise be to God, has attained the honor of meeting and is in-
formed of the details and aware of that which pleases the All-
Merciful. Counsel any souls whom you observe have been in-
fluenced by unwholesome odors, that they may become aware
and vigilant, and shun all that is displeasing to the Blessed
Beauty. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB01646

To: Mahmud Furughs
Date: 1898 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the promulgation of the
Covenant! I have read the published book and comprehended
the meanings of both its poetry and prose, and I say: May
God assist His servant who hath been illumined by the light
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of the Covenant and who hath drunk from the clouds of the
Testament on this Day when leg was wrapped around leg. Take
thou the cup of choice sealed wine and the crimson drink which
restored life to the ill-fated dead, and give drink therefrom to
those who yearn for it, according to the mystery of thy Lord,
the Self-Subsisting.

2 All-Glorious, Most Holy is the Lord of the hidden Kingdom, of
the preserved Seat and the exalted Throne! Loose thy tongue
in servitude to this human being in the world of existence. Set
aside every title, attribute, description, praise, quality, simili-
tude and name, and cry out in all the highest assemblies and
gatherings with the loudest call: “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha! O bondser-
vant of Baha!” until the pillars of earth and heaven are shaken
by thy call. For with this iron pen have I built the pillars of
the lofty palace, and in this do I glory among the Concourse on
high in the Most Glorious Kingdom. Blessed, then blessed is
he who calleth Me by pure servitude to that sacred Threshold.
And glory be upon the people of glory.

Regarding the interpretation and difference between the world
of Command and the Covenant - a glance toward the ease of
your own words - I swear by your life that now there is abso-
lutely no time, but since you have sworn me to it, God willing,
even if brief, it will be written and sent in the future. As for
the journey details to Istanbul of Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn and
the honored Sabzivari, you have surely heard of it. If somehow
you could avoid disembarking there and transfer directly from
ship to ship, that would be most appropriate. In any case, ob-
serve caution so you may pass safely and securely. In all cases
leave the papers with the honored Aga Muhammad Mustafa
so that afterwards he can send them by post to Baku.

Furthermore, convey to His Holiness Ismu’llah the Most Glo-
rious Abha greeting with utmost longing on behalf of this ser-
vant, and likewise to the honored Aga Muhammad Mustafa
and Mirza Husayn son of His Holiness Ismu’llah and the sons
of the honored Muhammad Mustafa, upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God.
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Date: 1898 or <

O God, O Refuge of the sincere ones and Haven of the uni-
fied ones and Shelter of the fearful ones and Succourer of the
distressed and Protector of the agitated ones! Shelter Thy ser-
vants beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy mercy, and aid Thy
bondsmen through Thy grace and bounty. Spread over them
the clouds of Thy protection and encompass them with the
tender mercies of the Sovereign of Thy Lordship. O my Lord!
Illumine for them this pitch darkness and transform their hard-
ship into ease. Rend asunder from their sight the veils of light
and reveal to them the clear signs from the Dawning Places
of manifestation, and give them to drink from the cup whose
mixture is of camphor.

2 O my Lord! Illumine their eyes through beholding the signs,
and rejoice their ears through hearing the clear proofs, and
quicken their hearts through the fragrances from the gardens of
sanctity, and revive their spirits through the breeze that wafts
from the gardens of oneness. Make firm their feet upon the
Covenant and strengthen their hearts through a light shining
forth from the Dawning Place of effulgence.

O my Lord! Open unto them the gates of mysteries and ad-
mit them into the company of the righteous and bring them
back from mere traces to the Dawning Place of lights until
each one among them becomes like a globe of fire, his face
radiant among the chosen ones, his brow illumined from the
orient of remembrances, the fragrance of musk wafting from
him to all regions, hearing what God casts upon him through
the harbingers of glad tidings and angels of bounty, giving glad
tidings to hearts through conclusive proofs and clear evidences
from all directions. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest and verily Thou art the Strong, the Mighty.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O thou who art mindful of the remembrance of God! To-
day a trembling has seized the pillars of the world and tu-
mult has seized the hearts of the world and severe agitation
has gained ascendancy over the heedless concourse and bewil-
derment and confusion have encompassed all. It is as if the
Blessed Beauty had not taken a Covenant and Testament and
had not appointed an explicit Center and had not mentioned
the Covenant in all Tablets and had not praised the steadfast
ones with prayers and had not cursed the Covenant-breakers
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and had left the Cause ambiguous, dependent on the accep-
tance of every thoughtless one, and commanded all to exercise
individual judgment, and established a system of self-direction.
Glory be to God! How can they make an affair as clear as the
sun appear confusing to themselves and others, so that it may
become evident that the Most Great Guidance was a gift from
God.

i And the Glory be upon you, O people of Baha!
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AB01838

To: Darvish Abdu’l-Karim Munis
Date: 1898 or <

O thou companion of the friends! For many a year thou wast
a wanderer wearing the garment of poverty in the mountains,
the wilderness, the prairies and the seas. Thou wast parched
for the fountain of life until such time as thou attained the
wellspring of paradise and quenched thy thirst from the chalice
of faithfulness. Then, intoxicated by the wine of eternity thou
didst become detached from all existence and non-existence
and independent of all that is and all that is not.

How long will ye bewildered roam, How long remain without
a home?

How long through waste and wild ye comb? The hour of union
dawneth now.

The hour of gaining shineth now, Nay, root of every meaning
now—

5 Be comforted, be comforted; In peace abide; be solace-browed.

The time of anguish hath passed away, The days of folly have
had their day,

The desert-path hath passed away— Be comforted, be com-
forted.

The Sun of Truth hath raised Its sign At break of dawn on
mount and plain; The Goal of all, the King divine,

The Moon of nations, Guide of men— Be comforted, be com-
forted.
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Now is the time to seek refuge and shelter in the court of
Divine Oneness, to become wakeful and keenly alert, to stir
up commotion in the world, and to manifest resurrection and
renewal. O Monis! I cherish the hope that thou mayest become
the companion of that peerless Beloved, and the intimate of
that soul-enrapturing Friend.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O Munis! Render thanks unto the one true God that thou didst
enter the sacred Threshold, didst lay thy face upon the dust of
His radiant court, and perfume thy hair with the dust of His
path. Circling, weeping, lamenting, and burning within, thou
didst chant soulful verses, and madest the eyes of the friends
to pour forth tears like the clouds of springtime. Thou didst
water the rose-garden round about the Blessed Shrine with the
tears of thine eyes and the water of the streamlet, and didst
circumambulate that Spot around which the Concourse on high
doth circle. We beseech of the bounty of God that thou mayest
become wholly enthralled by Him and intoxicated with the
brimming cup of His love, so that thou mayest gather together
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those who are distraught and shelterless. And the glory be o
upon thee. INBA21:158b, INBA55:342, INBA84:509,
BRL_DAK#1246, MMK2#235 p.169,
TAH.249, MSHR5.255-256, YQAZ.232
AB02540

To: Haji Abdur-Rahim, in Nayriz
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! That which thou hadst
written was noted. Praise be to God that the divine fragrances
are being diffused from that region, and the sweet-scented

breeze of steadfastness and firmness is manifest in its brilliance.

The winds of doubt may uproot weak trees, but not the lotuses
in the hallowed garden’s wilderness. The flood of ambiguous
words may sweep away the weak foundations of the people
of the veils, but not the lofty palace and mighty barrier of
steel. The delusions of interpretation cannot alter the clear and
decisive text, and the winds of the desert cannot cut off from
the horizons the fragrance of the rose-garden of the Kingdom.
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“But as for those in whose hearts is perversity, they follow the
part thereof that is ambiguous.” The explicit text, the clear
and manifest, the designated verses are present, yet the people
of vain imaginings pursue the propagation of doubts, saying
“Let us gather and exercise independent judgment in the Book
of God, and make whatever we conceive in our imagination
the foundation of the Faith of God.” Vain indeed is that which
they do!

While the garment of sanctity is still fresh and new, they have
brought forth the apparatus of independent judgment. One
says, “Let us put forth the Book and make whatever we under-
stand from it the criterion,” and “The Book of God sufficeth
us, we have no need of one designated to expound it.” Another
says, “Let us establish a religious democracy of faith and belief,
wherein the ocean and the drop are counted as one, and the
atom and the sun are considered equal in the degree of faith.”
Vain indeed is that which they imagine!

In any case, thou must continually guide the loved ones of
God to be firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament,
so that when the waves of doubts crash against the mighty
barrier of certitude, they are turned back and drown those
same followers of ambiguous words.
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AB03441

To: Aga Ali, in Nayriz
Date: 1898 or <

O wanderer in the path of Truth! Some of the friends of God
have praised you, that praise be to God, you are firm on the
straight path and have entered the paradise of delight, gathered
beneath the banner of the Covenant and considered in the
assembly of the people of illumination. You are a bright star
in the horizon of the love of God and from the fragrances of
the Abha Kingdom you are a garden full of roses, basil and
lilies. Therefore address the friends of that region and say:
This is a flowing spring that streams from the right hand of
the exalted Throne, which is full of flowers and fragrant herbs.
This is a luminous sphere which is the light of the Beauty of the
Forgiving Lord. These are the melodies of the Holy Dove that
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bring joy to the souls and hearts of the people of Paradise. This

is the banner of the Covenant raised upon the lofty mountain.

This is the Charter of the Covenant which is the Tablet of the
Luminous Horizon.

Therefore O lovers, O yearning ones, O friends! Do not deprive
and exclude yourselves from the light of the Ancient Beauty
and the Greatest Name - may my spirit, my being and my
essence be a sacrifice for His servants. Do not cast yourselves
into the whirlpool of wavering and anxiety. Do not mistake a
mirage for water, and do not count imagination as knowledge.
Distinguish cooing from warbling, and know a flower from clay.
Do not sacrifice the explicit text for sensory conjecture. Do not
change that which is specifically designated through doubts
and allusions.
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AB03869

To: Mirza Ibrahim Davafurush, in Qazvin
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who followest the religion of Abraham! His Holiness
Abraham kindled such a light in the horizons that its radiance
still shines with endless brilliance through the glass of contin-
gent being and its rays illumine the horizons of existence.

One effulgence appeared on Mount Sinai and His Holiness
Moses was sent forth with the manifest serpent. Its light shone
upon the heights and depths of Mount Seir. The holy breaths
of His Holiness the Spirit came in succession. Its luminous man-
ifestation appeared on Mount Paran. The Beauty of “Thou
art the Beloved and Thou art the One Loved” unveiled His
face. His sun shone forth in the east and orient. The Merciful
Beauty, the Primal Point and His Holiness the Exalted One
(may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him) drew aside the veil.

All these bounties resulted from sincerity, pure devotion and
turning to God: “I have turned my face toward Him Who
created the heavens and the earth.”

Therefore O namesake of Abraham, take a step in this desert
and carry away a dewdrop from this ocean that thou mayest
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become a sign of guidance and a brilliant star from the Supreme
Concourse.

5 1 swear by the Most Glorious Beauty that the gates of tri-
umph are opened, the lights of favors are manifest, the clouds
of bounties are pouring down, and the cloud of grace is show-
ing utmost showering and bestowing. Blessed are the friends!
Blessed are the companions! And glory be upon thee.
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AB03764

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Tithran
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of the Abha King-
dom! Well done! Take thou this cup brimming with the wine
of God’s bounty, and enjoy thou this table sent down from
the Abha Kingdom. By My life! The hosts of the Supreme
Concourse will assist thee with mighty power in diffusing the
divine fragrances, and a company of angels from the most ex-
alted horizon will aid thee in exalting the Word of God, even
as He hath said - and His Word is truth and His promise is
certain: “We shall show you from Our most glorious horizon
and assist whosoever hath arisen to aid Our Cause with hosts
from the Supreme Concourse and a company of Our favored
angels.”

2 Glad tidings be unto thee of this supreme station! Blessed
art thou by this generous pavilion! By My life! The realities
of attraction beneath the canopies of the glory of the Lord of
Lords rejoice in thy remembrance, pray for thee, long for thee,
and beseech God to watch over thee with the eye of mercy, to
strengthen thy back in service to God’s Cause, and to illumine
thy face through the outpouring of God’s grace.

O Lord! This is Thy servant who hath detached himself from
all else but Thee, engaged in Thy remembrance, called out
in Thy Name, unfurled the banner of Thy religion, raised the
standards of Thy love, and guided the people to Thy straight
and direct path. Confirm him through the confirmations of
Thy Kingdom and breathe into his mouth the breath of the
Spirit. Verily, Thou art the Generous Bestower.
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AB04343

Date: 1898 or <

O ye the sincere loved ones of God! The light of Divine Guid-
ance hath shone forth from the dawning-place of Divine Unity
and enlightened the whole earth with the radiance of its ver-
nal glory. It hath made the earth to be the envy of Heaven
and the world of being to be the desire of the realms of the
Placeless. The clouds of God’s mercy have send down their
rain, the sweet savours of His loving-kindness have wafted and
the showers of His bounty poured down. The regions of the
world and the realities of the invisible plain have attained unto
it and benefit from it.

Such as are endued with insight, have beheld the light, and
those who are endowed with a hearing ear hearkened unto
the sweet melodies, While the bats of darkness were greatly
saddened and deprived, and the ravens have lamented and
languished. What alchemy hast thou ever seen that turneth
upside down? What nightingale hast thou ever seen so love-
distraught and mad? What little candle hast thou ever seen
whose end is but to be extinguished? What garden of reality
hast thou ever seen whose joy and fellowship begin in caresses
and end in blows and cudgels? Therefore is darkness accounted
fair, while the lights of Yemen go unprized; the rose-garden and
the meadow are held of no account, while the ash-pit alone en-
dureth and remaineth secure.

In sum, much talk arose, and the search spread in every di-
rection; in the end some became intimates, and some were
deprived; some were hopeful, and some fell into despair.

May God bestow upon us a portion of His liberal effusions
of His grace and illuminate our faces with the lights of Di-
vine Unity, open our eyes for the Truth and make our words
to be divine counsels, so that we become powerful hosts in
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the impregnable stronghold of the Covenant and safeguard the
mighty Mansion of God’s Testament, My beloved friends.
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AB04431

Date: 1898 or <

O Thou, my rose-cheeked, Beauteous One, My Lord supreme,
my only Sun,

My Sinai’s Tree, all lights in one— My soul I lay before Thy
face.

O winsome Love, with glancing eye, My confidant, my heart’s
ally,

This wailing song, this plaintive cry, Spring from my longing
for Thy place.

Thy threshold is my qiblih dear, Its dust the shrine I hold most
near,

On Truth’s own mount my flame burns clear, My heart is
turned to Thy embrace.

All hearts are withered by their pain, All souls are numbed by
grief’s dark chain,

By severance from Thee sore-wrung remain The spirits breath-
ing Jesus’ grace.

The horizons musk and amber rain, Cathay’s musk is poured
amain,

For like a garden’s sweet domain There steals one waft from
Thy sweet trace.

Behold us wounded, torn by grief, From every kindred reft, in
brief,

See us, Thy captives without relief, Enringed within Thy
tresses’ lace.

Though sore distracted be my heart, Among the friends I bear
my part,

Yet, Life of life, to Thee I dart My gaze, to seek Thy gladdening
face.
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Behold these weeping eyes of mine, Behold this burning heart
that pines,

wt

16 Behold these sighs like flames that shine, All yearning for one
hair’s dark grace.

17 Baha is dust before Thy gate, Baha for Thy pure water waits,

18 Baha, in fevered ache, entreats One drop from out Thy running
rill of grace.
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AB04884

To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain, in Khurasan
Date: 1898 or <

I O memento of that pure soul! A few days ago a letter was sent,
and now since a new missive has arrived, I am writing another
letter to make up for what was missed.

2 Regarding what you wrote about the attraction and enthusi-
asm and excitement of the loved ones of that luminous land
- this joyous news brought such delight to our hearts that I
cannot describe it. For sorrows from all directions have sur-
rounded this wanderer in the wilderness of the love of God.
There is no means of joy except for the fragrances of the love
of God that spread from the gardens of hearts, and news of the
warmth and enkindlement of the free and righteous ones brings
tranquility and composure to this grieving heart and bestows
a spirit of gladness and delight.

This is the first month of the mighty century and the age of
the Glorious Lord. Day by day the enkindlement must become
more intense and the breeze of providence must grow stronger,
for this is the first stirring of the Revelation and the time of
the cup whose mixture is of camphor.

4 And upon you be glory.
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AB05193

To: Baha’is of Asadabad
Date: 1898 or <

O friends of God! His honor Aqa Siyyid Asdu’llah has sent
a letter with much praise, description and commendation of
the friends in Asadabad, that praise be to God, all are believ-
ers, assured ones, sincere, tested, firm, steadfast, united and in
agreement. This news opened the gates of spirit and fragrance,
and the hearts of the loved ones of this region became joyful
and at ease. In the Holy Shrine - may my spirit be sacrificed
for its sacred dust - we became occupied with remembering
and praying for you, and beseeched divine favor for spiritual
assistance. Therefore be confident in divine protection and as-
sistance, and seek confirmation from Him, and consult together
in all matters both small and great, even regarding agriculture,
crafts, commerce and livelihood - each one should repeatedly
consult and assist, for consultation is among the divine com-
mands and the cause of complete victory in affairs, attracting
divine assistance and grace. And glory be upon you, O loved
ones of God.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The matter of consultation in affairs is very important and
among the greatest means of comfort and happiness of souls.
For example, when someone is perplexed in their affairs, or
wants work or employment, the loved ones of God should ar-
range a gathering and devise a plan regarding their matter, and
they should carry it out. Similarly in general matters, when
a difficulty arises and hardship occurs, the wise ones should
gather, consult together and make a plan, then trust in God
and submit to destiny, so that divine assistance may help in
whatever way manifests. Consultation is among the definitive
commands of the Lord of creation. And glory be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

A copy of this letter should be carried by his honor Aga Siyyid
Asdu’llah, and in every town they enter it should be read to
the friends.

BRL__CONSULT#13x, COC#0179x
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Date: 1898 or <

O you who have spoken in praise in remembrance of your Most
Exalted Lord! The Most Glorious Pen has heard its scratching
throughout all regions and quarters. Among the people are
those who heard the call and responded, turning their faces
toward Him Who created earth and heaven, saying “Our Lord,
we have heard a caller calling to faith, saying ‘Believe in your
Lord,” so we believed.” And among them are those who per-
sisted and said “This is nothing but tales of the ancients.” And
you, O one attracted by the fragrances of your Most Exalted
Lord, what an excellent morning, in that your Lord confirmed
you in turning toward Him and you refused to be proud, and
followed the righteous ones and emulated the good ones, and
thanked Him in the evening and at dawn. And praise be to
God, the Mighty, the Compelling.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey to his honor Abu’i the Most Glorious Abha greeting
on behalf of this servant and say: “How excellent is the father
who believed in God and how excellent is the son who was
attracted by the fragrances of God.” Thus did father and son
become guides under the shadow of the Ancient Beauty’s grace
for the seekers and leaders for the bewildered ones. And glory
be upon you.
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AB05953

Date: 1898 or <

O you who have purified your face for God, and have awak-
ened and awakened every sleeper, and have become aware and
made every heedless one aware, and have heard and made ev-
ery possessor of ears hear and understand, and have seen and
removed the veil from every possessor of lofty vision.

By God the True One! The Dove of Holiness has warbled in
these gardens, and the Lions of Truth have roared in these
thickets, and the Whales of Knowledge have swum in these
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pools. And you - give thanks to God your Lord for having
enabled you to plunge into this vast and boundless space and
to be enkindled by this divine fire ignited in this pure and
radiant glass. And I beseech God that through you He may
guide holy spiritual souls, divine subtle essences, and delicate
celestial realities. Verily, He has power over all things.
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AB06362

To: Kuchak Alizadih Qadimi, in Khurasan
Date: 1898 or <

O fruit of that tree of the love of God! Truly both nobility
of lineage and excellence of character are combined in you,
and you are descended from the spiritual essence of that one
ascended unto God, and emerged from his earthly nature. For
you have taken up his path and found his way, and “the son is
the secret of his father” has become manifest.

> That pure soul calls out from the realm of the Kingdom: “O
blessed and beloved son! A hundred praises that you have
made me content and honored and exalted. You have made

my face radiant in the Abha Kingdom and fulfilled my desire.

In every gathering I take pride in you and glory in you. O
honored son, may you be the light of the eye of the world and
an illumined heart.”

And upon you be glory.
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AB06050

To: Mirza Baba Khan (Mashhad), in Khurasan
Date: 1898 or <

O Baba Khan! Be a kind father to these weak creatures, nay
rather to this suckling babe. Nurture them in the embrace of
love and feed them from the breast of grace. But when thou
meetest the loved ones of God, become an obedient son and
a nursing child, for these souls are the dawning-places of the
grace of the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit, my very being, my
essence be sacrificed for them. The more thou showest humility
before these brilliant stars and shining orbs, the more will thy
power of fatherhood increase and thy paternal authority grow.
His Holiness the Spirit (Christ) - may my spirit be sacrificed
for Him - hath said: “Whosoever would be chief among you, let
him be your servant, and whosoever would be first, let him be
last.” And the Glory be upon thee and upon every steadfast,
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AB06729

To: Mustawfi, Mirza Buzurg (Khurasan)

Date: 1898 or <

O servant of the friends of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my I\

spirit be sacrificed for them! Kings are in truth enslaved ser-
vants, needy and destitute. The true sovereigns of the kingdom
of real dominion are the servants of the loved ones of God and
the bondsmen of the divine Threshold.

For that sovereignty’s foundation rests upon wind, and its
world conquest is like a design drawn on water. When you
look at reality, the mirage has an illusory permanence and an
imagined life that seems visible, but physical sovereignty lacks
even an illusory life.

However, the servant at the Threshold of the Divine Unity -
though thousands of years have passed - his star still rises, his
lamp still shines, his rays still beam forth, his banner still waves
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high, and his destiny remains glorious. This is the manifesta- s> Ks oS s ekc o ekl jsebs
tion of his sovereignty in this dusty world - now consider what e Al Ol 5 s é\ PN S L $

must be happening in the luminous realms and divine world!
INBA21:154b

AB06653

To: Attar, Yusif brother of Muhammad Attar, in Qazvin
Date: 1898 or <

O Servant of the one true God! O thou Attar, who offers the *«U ,l elc,,)\.l;p <l es§ u> fody (<!
perfume of divine mysteries to the world and a myriad fra-  gan j5 &) Olews 58 Ao eop )l
gran'ces to each moment. Gracious God! For sor.ne ‘Fhe smell of («3\ w oo JLw f‘; . 4;-‘) Lo
hell is well preferred and the fragrance of paradise is reprehen- " L .
sible. What kind of human nature is it that resembles a dung _ i
beetle? What manner of creature is this? The nightingale of BN J‘l‘ e kb 4 “L\.J
the garden of divine mystery is loathed by such as these but g 5 e [T : A e
the croaking and the cawing of every crow is found acceptable. Sl Ol 5 cplall L))
For as it is stated in the Qur’an: “Pure things are for the pure

and men of impurity seek impure things.”6

Every calamity can be treated and every ailment can be reme- > ab Oloys (6353 8 5 3,8 o)la 3B »
died except that which deserves the wrath of God. This is a > O Sl Sleys 3550 o) A e
pain that has no remedy, the gnawing wound that will never i ke QL‘LK s < :LvJU oll g
let one rest in peace. E’jﬁ‘}.‘:ﬁ M RIS . o Z’_E’_
SN e Ty 4l p B3 )
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SQur’an 24:26.
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ABO06863

AB06863

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who art holding fast to the sure handle! I have read
thy words of thanksgiving and the expressions of thy yearning
toward God and thy supplication to Him. I have inhaled the
fragrances of intense love wafting from the breeze of thy tender
and gentle heart, and detected the sweet scent of the flowers of
steadfastness and constancy from the gardens of thy words and
meadows of thy utterances, which speak of thy overwhelming
devotion and mighty attraction. I beseech God to keep thee
ever immersed in the seas of divine knowledge, drinking from
the fountains of certitude...

Regarding what you wrote about the opposition of that heinous
party and their pronouncements of heresy and slander against
the friends of God - surely in the path of love for the Blessed
Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones’ tribula-
tions) we must all become the target of the reproach, cursing,
abuse and revilement of all peoples and nations, and be ex-
posed to afflictions and trials. In the feast of guidance, only
the cup of tribulation gives exhilaration, and in the gather-
ing of purity, only the wine of persecution from the people of
hatred bestows intoxication.

3 If the arrow of affliction comes, behold its target is our hearts.
Were it not for the reproach, cursing, abuse and hatred of the
people of hypocrisy in God’s path against us, this struggle
for the love of God would have no sweetness or savor. Live in
solitude, for love’s comfort is toil; its beginning is illness and its
end is death. Would that we had a hundred thousand lives to
sacrifice at every moment in the path of the Blessed Beauty!...
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ABO07066

AB07114

To: Nasir Farahani, in Tihran
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who hast clung to the hem of Glory!

The winds have intensified and the tempests of trials have
surged forth, and the ships of passion have been shattered in
the sea of temptation, and the trees of existence have been up-
rooted from their foundations and branches. Yet the sincere
ones are in great joy and firm steadfastness and powerful con-
stancy, gladdened by the mercy of their Generous Lord and
attracted to the holy breathings in this witnessed Day.

And verily thou, O thou who art assured in God and holding
fast to the hem of the robe of Glory, spread the wings of knowl-
edge in this vast expanse and thank God, thy Merciful Lord,
for what He hath bestowed upon thee of the greatest gift and
mightiest bounty, which are the divine outpourings and lordly
effulgences in this mighty Cycle and new Age.

And upon thee be Glory.
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AB07066

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Eqgypt
Date: 1898 or <

O Furughi! Furuq necessitates shining upon all regions and di-
rections. Since you have arrived in the territory of Joseph, you
should eagerly seek to meet some of the Jacobs of Canaan, so
that through the fragrances of the Most Glorious Beauty (may
my spirit and being be sacrificed for His loved ones), some
faithful Iranian souls, like sanctified beings in that land, may
inhale from the spiritual herald the life-giving fragrance of the
garment of the dear one of the Egypt of immortality and be-
come purchasers of the Joseph of the Most Glorious Beauty.

For it is understood that there are some seeking souls in those
parts who should be taught, but with perfect wisdom, since
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open teaching is not currently permitted in Egypt. With com- ;L. C’J': ’Ls-?\} a5 e s - oS
plete wisdom and the approval of the friends, teach whoever Sl 1y oS o C’\) 2 ol o Se s

Jinab-i-Abu’l-Fadl deems advisable. 1l CL sl il
Convey greetings to all the divine friends. diloy 1SS0, A Ol & s

INBA21:177a (218a), INBA21:191
AB06961

To: Nurullah
Date: 1898 or <

O Light of God! Ay

Observe the grace and favor, that you were in the conceal- ol (5 Y S i ey b
ment of nothingness, and when you stepped from that dark
and narrow realm into the world of existence, you found a lov-
ing mother and a father dearer than life. The mother nourished
you from the breast of kindness, the father laid your head upon
a soft and downy pillow in the cradle of mercy.
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And when you had grown somewhat, he carried you to the by ails; |y o6&y 428 ;8 0y ¢
divine homeland, the blessed spot near the sacred valley of the Ly b o) eols Ll {JL,, Sandy Al
right side of Mount Sinai, where for a time you lived beneath ., ) Y e JL Iy Gaa Y
the shadow of God’s loving-kindness and became a pupil in the (Jw G4 Ol G Jib Ol et s
school of divine favors. You received instruction in penmanship '

and studied your lessons. Sl Gy o5 B b

Now you are bound for another land and journeying to a dis- ('L;\ Flo e (Jab 5ok S by Jbe
tant clime. Do not forget the days you spent in this Holy Land,
and occupy yourself with the remembrance of God, that you
may be confirmed.
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ABO7172

AB07811

To: Mahmud Furughs
Date: 1898 or <

O Herald of the Covenant! My utter servitude in all things to
His Ancient Beauty is the cry, the cry of servitude, and the call,
the call of thralldom. Stripped of all titles and fleeing from all
descriptions, servitude to the Abha Beauty is nobility. I am
averse to every praise and aloof from every description. My
joyful cry is the call “O servant of Baha” and my resurrection
is beneath the banner of “O Thou Glory of the Most Glorious!”

The ancient sovereignty is servitude at His threshold; the
mighty grandeur is bondage at His court. This sacred robe
befits every stature, and this honored garment suits and
adorns every form.

The world of Command is the realm of the Kingdom, and the
Covenant is the unique pearl of that mighty sea, and the Star of
the Covenant is the dawning star from that manifest horizon.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO0O7172

Date: 1898 or <

O my God, my God! This is a servant who has awakened
from the sleep of heedlessness and roused himself from the
slumber of neglect and recovered from the intoxication of vain
desires. Nothing awakened him except the fragrance of flowers
from the gardens of Thy oneness, and nothing revived him
except the sweet-scented breeze at dawn from the gardens of
Thy singleness. O Lord! Illuminate his heart with the lights
of Thy wise remembrance and light his lamp with the light of
Thy manifest bounty. Verily Thou art the Generous One.

You have been and are in our thoughts at all times. In the
Holy Garden of the Sacred Threshold we have been and are
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ABO08279

engaged in remembrance and prayer for you. You have not
been and will not be forgotten. A jug of water was carried on
behalf of you and used to water the garden of the Holy Shrine.
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AB07566

Date: 1898 or <

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter was received and its con-
tents were understood. Joy was added to joy. Therefore, since
it was the time of departure for pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine,
upon arriving at the Sacred Threshold I carried a water jug
on your behalf and, with your intention, offered it as a vessel
for the heavenly fountain. May God accept it with gracious
acceptance.

> Until complete health and wellbeing are attained, departure
from Beirut is not permitted. One should proceed from the
Caucasus to Rasht, Qazvin and Tehran, and to Kashan, Yazd,
Fars, Nayriz, Abadih and Ardistan - in short, all those regions,
even Mazandaran and Khurasan. And the Glory be upon you.

The letters you requested will be sent when feasible, God will-
ing. God is great.
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ABO08279

To: Muhammad Naqqash Hamadani, in Khurasan
Date: 1898 or <

O painter! Beseech the favors of the Most Great Name - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - that you may paint
upon the canvas of contingent existence a design that matches
the pattern of the realm beyond, and that you may depict
upon the simple surface of the earth the exalted forms of the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SN (ae!
i Ol i s & 1 leazad (1)
ot Aoy 2 53 5 (I OGN s pllas
Lodas P95 5 o) S Wy Lt

&S s e S 3l

ol Sl 5| Sl

120


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=69
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=90

Vol. 118: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1898

ABO07957

Abha Kingdom and holy designs conforming to the Concourse
on High.

For whatsoever exists below has its counterpart above. Then
will the expanse of earth and the realm of contingent being
become the Abha Paradise.

And if this proves difficult - for “all things are bound to their
appointed time” - then strive to impress upon the tablet of

the heart such forms and designs as will reflect the Beauty of
Abha.
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ABO07957

To: Muhammad Ali Almuti, in Qazvin
Date: 1898 or <

O servant of the Truth! From the holy fragrances wafting
from the gardens of the Abha Kingdom, the nostrils of the
spiritually-minded are perfumed, and from the radiant lights
shining from the supreme horizon, the eyes of the divinely-
attracted are illumined. The temples of unity are brightened
by the dawning rays of grace, and the hearts of the detached
are enkindled by the blazing fire burning in the Tree of One-
ness.

Yet despite these mighty outpourings, souls remain veiled and
hearts turn away. Some soar on the wings of vain imaginings,
while others make their dwelling in the lowest depths - these are
as the cattle. Some are deprived of a drop from the Most Great
Ocean, and some remain bereft of a particle from the Most
Luminous Sun. How wretched is the abode of the wavering
ones!
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ABO08358

AB07988

Date: 1898 or <

O Kind Lord! These oppressed ones are Thy scattered flock,
and this assemblage of distracted souls are lovers of Thy coun-
tenance, disheveled by Thy tresses, devoted to Thy path, and
enamored of Thy nature. Bestow Thy grace and grant Thy
bounty. Show Thy mercy, that we may arise to do that which
pleaseth Thee and be drawn to that which is the magnet of
Thy favors.

O God, grant forgiveness! O Merciful Lord, bestow Thy benef-
icence! Thou didst freely give existence; through Thine endless
bounties make us worthy. Thou didst grant us strength; pre-
serve us from passion. Thou didst bestow the pillars of grace;
make us successful in goodly deeds. Thou didst grant us hearts;
deliver us from the world of clay and make us intimate with
Thy love.

And upon you be the Glory!
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ABO08358

Date: 1898 or <

O my Lord! This loop of Baha fell into that collar of tribulation
which was Thy hair. Every fragrance of musk that reaches the
senses arises from Thy sweet nature. If the Euphrates bestowed
life, its fountainhead was Thy stream.

The soul is parched, hearts are feverish, all seek after Thy face.
Behold, O Idol, how our heart, like a compass needle, points
toward Thee. The means of madness now prepared, the heart
awaits Thy passion’s call.

This one slain by Thee, thirsting for Thee, with heart dis-
traught, sought after Thy face. All were lifeless, all were frozen,
yet to all life-giving was Thy fragrance. To all claimants it be-
came clear that Abbas was but a dog at Thy threshold.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o Sk G T sl aile s L e o
S5l plag 4 S tamb s 5y 5
Sl w22 Op TS 5y 5 s S
39 5 G O Paeda

Gds O b s s e 5 05 5 s
e Js 058 esbel O Ol 59 5 (5 5m
SR

Sg 5 sy dowadl gradil) grans ol
5 Sy af e ad s bl 4P o5 b
oS Ko e Ole ws§ Oleds sy
225

INBA21:183  (234),

BRL__DAK#0304,

MJH.019

122


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=81
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-229.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v021/?page=93
http://www.bahai.org/r/596130766
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMAI/mmai-20.html

V]

Vol. 118: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1898

ABO08435

AB08424

Date: 1898 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the promotion of His
Covenant! From the realm of longing no utterance is possible,
therefore it is better to leave it to the conscience and inner
feelings. By now the work in Beirut hath surely been completed
and firm resolve hath been made to journey to the Holy Land.

In this journey, through the aid and favor of God, thou must
bring the dead to life, make the withered fresh and verdant,
render the wavering firm and steadfast, raise up those in the
graves of heedlessness, become a sweet flowing stream to the
thirsty, become a path of salvation to the lost, make the blind
seeing, make the deaf hearing, make the ignorant knowing, and
make the weak powerful. And upon thee be glory.
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Date: 1898 or <

O thou whose breast hath been dilated by the breeze that
hath wafted from the gardens of the bounty of thy Lord, the
All-Loving!

I beseech my Ancient Lord, by the honor of His Promised Man-
ifestation of Light, to raise up the spirit of that beloved and
praiseworthy one from among the slumbering ones, from his
resting place, through fragrances that perfume and sweeten all
regions of existence and that cause the spirits of those who bow
down in worship to quiver.

By thy life! This is a bounty whereby the people of the invisible
and visible realms are confirmed, and through it the hosts of
God and a mighty army from the Supreme Kingdom will assist
thee.

At that time thou shalt hear the call from the Most Glorious
Horizon: “Welcome, welcome to a servant who hath become a
lamp of guidance and a niche for the light of piety among the
people of understanding!”
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How excellent is this supreme bounty and mighty gift!
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ABO08867

To: Ali Akbar Yazdi, in Bombay
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of guidance! Thou
hast traversed the wilderness of deprivation and reached the
destination of certitude and the Ka’bah of divine knowledge.
From the garden of guidance thou hast plucked the fruit of
grace, and from the wafting breeze of recognition thou hast
inhaled the life-giving breath of existence.

The hand of mercy took hold of thy hand and delivered thee
from the abyss of eternal loss, and the light of grace shone upon
thy countenance and made thee luminous and radiant. The
melody of the divine messenger reached thine ear, and the voice
of Ahriman was cut off. The cup of bestowal made its round,
and the gathering of the All-Merciful became intoxicated.

Blessed art thou for this supreme bounty!
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AB09080

To: Muhammad Husayn, in Qaf
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who hast detached thyself from all faces save the Face
of God! Abandon creation and hold fast to the Sure Handle
which cannot be broken. By God, the Truth! Nothing can
make thee independent of the Truth, while the Truth maketh
thee independent of all things in this world and the next.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High! Look at the genera-
tions of old - did the ambiguous matters, the allegorical verses,
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and the words they clung to without clear explanation benefit
them? As He hath said - and His Word is the Truth -
the followers of the Remembrance if ye know not.”

“Ask of
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AB08477

Date: 1898 or <

Praise be to God Who caused the deaf to hear, guided the
blind, made the dumb to speak, and quickened the dead; Who
sent down the verses and clear proofs, lifted the veil from the
face that shineth with lights in all directions, rent asunder the
coverings and veils, and took a covenant from all who dwell
in earth and heaven; Who ascended unto the kingdom of His
holiness and the heaven of His might.

As for him who remained firm in His Covenant, he was safe
from perdition, but as for him whose feet slipped, he fell and
perished.

And T send blessings upon His Most Exalted Word, His Most
Great Sign, His Luminous Spot, and His Crimson Scroll, and
I offer great salutations.

And glory be upon thee.
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ABO08598

Date: 1898 or <

O servant of God! For some time now you have been here and
attained the blessing of visiting the Threshold that is the point
of circumambulation of the Concourse on High, and met with
the friends, and tarried in this Most Great Prison. Now place
your trust in God and return to the regions of Iran, and engage
in some occupation and become familiar with some work. God
willing, we will pray for you in the Holy Shrine and supplicate
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AB09071

for bounty and blessing. If you act according to these counsels,
this prayer will be accepted and this entreaty answered. And
glory be upon you.
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Date: 1898 or <

O divine friends! This yearning one so deeply desires to write
a detailed letter to each one of those friends, but I swear by
the life of the friends that there is absolutely no time. There-
fore, the pen has become occupied with mentioning you all
collectively.

O ye who are attracted to the beauty of the True Friend! Make
a mighty effort so that the waves of doubts may be cut off
from that land and the lights of the supreme steadfastness
may shine forth. I swear by the Most Great Name - may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - that the hosts of the
Abha Kingdom will assist you and the angels of the Supreme
Concourse will aid you, and you will be so successful that your
faces will shine in the Supreme Concourse like brilliant stars.
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AB09071

Date: 1898 or <

O ‘Ali! God has ordained stations for His loved ones in all ranks
and conditions, and has called them to striving and seeking
that He might bestow upon them that which they desire. He
has commanded them to manifest qualities, conduct and deeds
that attract the hearts of the believers. He has made wide their
paths and smoothed their ways and lit for them the lamp of
guidance - yet how few are they who give thanks!
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2 And verily you have grasped the Most Great Handle and the
Strongest Cord and the hem of the Robe of Grandeur and the
fringes of the Most Great Garment of Glory that you might be
delivered from trials and enter the Abode of Peace in this Most
Great Tribulation. Peace be upon those who follow guidance.
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AB09179

To: Baji Khanum wife of Muhammad Javad (Qazvin), in Qaf
Date: 1898 or <

O handmaiden of God, assured leaf who art stirred by the life-
giving breeze of the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty, made
verdant by the drops from the cloud of His grace, and rendered
fresh by the outpouring of His bounty! Thou dost glory and
boast over the maidens of Paradise, and in the chambers of ho-
liness, beneath the tree of companionship, thou dost arise with
wondrous melodies to praise and glorify the Ever-Living, Self-
Subsisting Lord. Therefore, strive thou to remain steadfast as
a sign, for feet are prone to stumble and waver.
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AB09242

To: Muhammad Halabisaz Zanjani, in Qazvin
Date: 1898 or <

O servant of God! In your craft, be as diligent as you can, so
that it may reach the utmost perfection and excellence, for per-
fection in all degrees is beloved. Assuredly, if someone perfects
their craft, they will be rewarded at the Threshold of Oneness,
and that merchandise will be acceptable in the market of the
Most Glorious Kingdom. This is why from the Pure Mouth
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there issued a hundred thousand glad tidings concerning ex-
cellence in crafts. And upon you and upon all who possess a
perfect craft be the Glory!

AB09310

To: Inayatullah Isfahani, in Eqypt
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the
Testament! Though outwardly thou art distant and remote,
yet in reality thou art present in the gathering and intoxicated
with the cup of fellowship.

Since thou art assured in God, attracted to the Kingdom of
Abha, and firm in the Covenant, thou art present at the Thresh-
old of the Blessed Beauty—may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones—and immersed in the ocean of favors.

Therefore, ever seek this station and pursue this bounty, that
thou mayest find repose in the highest heaven.
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AB09261

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ali Tabrizi (Egypt)
Date: 1898 or <

O thou servant of the Court! Give thanks unto the Lord God
that on this mighty Day thou hast turned thy face to the Man-
ifest Beauty and attained thy most glorious hope.

Thou hast entered the circle of them that are bewildered by the
countenance of the Friend, and joined the company of those
entranced by the tresses of the Beloved. Thou hast become
intoxicated with the wine of divine knowledge and overcome
by the Sovereign upon the throne of love.
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Know thou then the worth of this bounty and grace, and hold
so fast to the hem of the Covenant that all who dwell on earth
shall be amazed.
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AB09206

Date: 1898 or <

O servant of God! Offer a hundred thanks that in this gath-
ering of the All-Merciful thou hast heard the mention of God,
hast clung to the hem of forgiveness and pardon, hast drunk
from the fountain of life, hast tasted of the pure honey, hast
entered beneath the blessed Lote-Tree, and hast witnessed the
light of guidance from the horizon of eternity.

In this mighty Dispensation and manifest Cycle, strive thou
to obtain the most exalted cup and become foremost in the
assemblage of divine knowledge.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB09250

Date: 1898 or <

O servant of Truth! Although numerous letters from this ser-
vant are in your possession, yet again the heart desires to make
mention of the friends, and love yearns to remember the loved
ones. At this hour, when endless occupations press upon me
and thoughts are scattered and hearts are anxious, despite all
this I am occupied with remembering the friends and engaged
in writing as is my wont.
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2 Know then how much love for the friends has found a place in
this shattered heart. To his honor Haji, peace be upon him,
recommendations are made to the extent possible.
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AB09713

Date: 1898 or <

O Thou Who knowest the realities of mysteries and art aware of
the hidden thoughts, Who beholdest the secrets of consciences
and seest the symbols concealed in the essence of contempla-
tions, and Who knowest that I love Thy servant who hath
prostrated himself before Thy Word and glorified Thy Name
and turned toward the Kingdom of Thy Oneness!

O Lord! Illumine his face with the rays that have shown forth
and gleamed from the morn of Thy Oneness, occupy his heart
with the remembrance of the beauty of Thy Singleness, gladden
his spirit with the breezes that have wafted from the gardens
of Thy Mercifulness, and cause him to speak Thy praise and
glorification amidst Thy creatures.

Verily, Thou art the One Who hath power over whatsoever
Thou willest, and Thou art, verily, powerful over all things.
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AB10269

To: Ali Muhammad Khayyat, in Tihran
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who hast breathed the fragrances in the dawn of mys-
teries! Be thou of good cheer, let thine eyes be consoled, let thy
spirit rejoice, and let thy heart be drawn in ecstasy, inasmuch
as thy name hath been mentioned in the court of the Most High
Threshold, the Manifestation of grandeur, the circling-point of
the Concourse on High. By thy life! This is indeed the great
bounty, the manifest generosity, and the glorious light.
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2 And glory be upon all who are mentioned in that Divine Pres-
ence and in those Lordly traces.
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AB10263

To: Mulla Rida (ITvughli)
Date: 1898 or <

O thou who speakest of the bounty of thy Lord! To speak of
divine bounty means that one should expend one’s life for that
which one was created. Thus if a person sacrificeth his life in
the path of the love of the Ancient Beauty—may my spirit be
offered up for His Most Holy Threshold—he hath indeed spoken
of bounty. Therefore, be thou exceedingly glad of this title and
designation, and arise according to its requirements.
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Date: 1898 or <

O God, my God! T implore Thy Most Exalted Horizon, O Thou
Who ordainest whatsoever Thou willest and confirmest whom-
soever Thou pleasest, to protect this Thy servant beneath the
shadow of the wing of Thy mercy, to provide him sustenance
from the heavenly tables descending from the heaven of Thy
oneness, to immerse him in the oceans of Thy mercy, and to
give him to drink a brimming cup from the wine of Thy love.

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Bestowing.
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ABO9777

Date: 1898 or <

My God! This is a servant who has been attracted by the holy
fragrances and has been ignited by the blazing fire in the Paran
of Truth, the Mount of Radiant Light, and has turned to Thee
in humility and submission, with a heart rent asunder.

O Lord! Give him the cup of bounty, forgive his sins, remove
from him all veils, admit him into the garden of providence,
dispel from him all perplexities, strengthen him in both begin-
ning and end, make him a guide to the path of guidance, and
send down upon him the sign of Thy mercy.

O my Great Lord! Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.
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AB10320

To: Abdu’l-Hasan son of Mahmud, in Egypt
Date: 1898 or <

This is Thy young servant; nourish him from the breast of Thy
loving-kindness, rear him in the cradle of Thy bounty and the
embrace of Thy training, and guard him in the cave of Thy
protection and the shelter of Thy preservation.

O Thou the Most Merciful! O Thou the Most Compassionate!
O Thou the Lord of great bounty! Thou dost protect whomso-
ever Thou willest and preserve whomsoever Thou willest. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB10694

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai, in Eqypt
Date: 1898 or <

O gentle branch of the Blessed Tree! Rejoice in the fragrances
that have been diffused from the garden of holiness, and drink
from the rain that pours forth from the clouds of thy Lord’s
bounty, and walk among the people with such conduct as will
attract the hearts of the people of divine unity, and associate
with every friend who calls thee to thy Glorious Lord.
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AB10733

To: Husayn Ruhi, in Egypt
Date: 1898 or <

O my God, my Lord and my Master! Thou knowest well the
state of Thy loved ones who have tasted the sweetness of Thy
love and have been immersed in the oceans of Thy mercy, and
who have drunk the choice sealed wine from the graceful cup
in the gathering of divine manifestation, the assembly of the
Ancient Covenant.

O Lord! Be Thou their helper in this world and the world to
come.
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AB10692

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Egypt
Date: 1898 or <

O thou wondrous branch of the Blessed Tree! Place thy trust
in thy Lord, cling to the hem of grandeur, attach thyself
to the fringes of the robe of detachment from all save God,
be firm in all matters, be devoted unto the All-Glorious,
the All-Forgiving, and chant the Preserved Tablet and the
Outstretched Parchment. And upon thee be glory.
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AB10326

Date: 1898 or <

My God! Thou knowest my hidden hopes and my manifest
desires. I beseech Thee with the supplication of the guilty and
suffering one, and I take refuge in Thee as one who is fearful,
expectant and distressed. I ask of Thee protection, assistance
and safeguarding from every nocturnal visitor, injury and pen-
etrating harm. Grant me the cup of pardon, forgiveness and
remission.

ag\%\gu:},,,gm;uggwgu
S g3 el g5 5 Sl G Jig
B O Opa) il Gl CEAL
oK @ Sl ol s &b K o

L 5 il 5 5l

INBA21:137e

AB10622

Date: 1898 or <

O thou who gazest unto God! Turn thou toward the Court of
Grandeur and say: O my Lord! Grant this sinner a dwelling
beneath the shade of the Blessed Tree, and preserve him safe
and protected from all calamities. The cloud of mercy hath
showered the drops of bounty and the outpourings of grace
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AB10722

Date: 1898 or <

- O my Lord, my Goal, the Ultimate End of my hopes, and my s Y B Mol ge s gopate s ‘;) 1
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Date: 1898 or <
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AB10805

To: Aqga Ali Rida son of Haji Muhammad Bagir, in Eqypt
Date: 1898 or <

My God, my God! Thou art the All-Merciful, Thou art the
Ever-Merciful. Have mercy upon Thy servant who hath taken
refuge at the gate of Thy oneness, who hath sought shelter at
the threshold of Thy grace, who hath clung to the cord of Thy
favors, who hath held fast to the hem of Thy bounty. O Lord!
Shield him from torment and give him to drink from the sweet,
cooling cup. Verily, Thou art the Bestower.
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AB10809

Date: 1898 or <

My God, my God! This is a servant who hath been attracted
by Thy call, hath responded to Thy summons, hath believed in
Thee and in Thy signs, hath testified to Thy words, and hath
acknowledged and recognized Thy beauty. O Lord! Make him
steadfast in Thy Covenant, cause him to speak Thy praise, and
enable him to hold fast to Thy Testament. Verily, Thou art
the Helper, the Mighty.
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AB10817

Date: 1898 or <

With utter dread and dismay, with a heart burning and agi-
tated, I supplicate to the Kingdom of God that Thou protect
me from the whisperings of the people of doubt and from the
misgivings of those who waver in the Covenant. By the life of
God! Verily the breaths of the people of lethargy, like the frigid
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cold of death, strip away life as do the venomous exhalations
of serpents.
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AB10873

Date: 1898 or <

O great Lord! This sinful servant has taken refuge at the
threshold of Thy oneness and found repose beneath the shade
of the Tree of Thy mercy, and hath tasted the honey of Thy
love, and hath fled from strangers and clung to the hem of the
garment of the forgiving Friend. Graciously bestow that which
befitteth Thy generosity. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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Date: 1898 or <

O thou who hast turned to God! Know thou that the hosts of
thy Lord’s mercy have encompassed all regions, and that the
lights of guidance are shining with utmost brilliance, and that
the Sun of Grace is at its zenith of burning brightness. Yet
the heedless remain in blindness and doubt, in trembling and
perturbation.
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AB11238

Date: 1898 or <

O Lord! Thou art my hope and the ultimate goal of my aspi- e:.au el JLl ale 5 Sy oo :; %)
rations. I beseech Thee by the glory of Thy Self-Subsistence Olalw 5 Slsarll Cblal I Kanyd
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beings, to assist this servant of Thine in his servitude at Thy i L ey
merciful threshold and his bondage at the court of Thy divine

holiness. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Loving. INBA21:137d

AB11493

Date: 1898 or <

..may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones. None can d4e ) , o +143)) 451:>-%Y Bayeee
object to this servant; all objections are directed to the Ancient .| ¢ dla Lol el & Sl o2l el
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Center of His Covenant.
INBA21:151.03ax

ABU3700

One day in Baghdad, very early in the morning, Mulla Baqir,
one of the Letters of the Living, attained the presence of
Baha’ullah. He asked him, “What were you doing last
evening?” “I was reading the Ahsanu’l-Qisas,” he replied.
Baha’u’llah queried further, “How much did you read?” and
he replied, “I read several chapters of the Ahsanu’l-Qisas.”
Then He asked, “What did you understand [of it]?”

In a state of extreme joy and ecstasy, Mulla Baqir whirled as
mystics are wont to do, snapped his fingers in rapture and
replied, “Every word announces, ‘I long for My Beloved!”’

AFNAN.130
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ABU3705

ABU3705

[During the following week, ‘Abdu’l-Baha informed us,|

The good news that I had promised is this: the sacred remains
of the Exalted Bab have safely left the soil of Iran and just
arrived in the Ottoman land. They are now completely out of
danger. After fifty years, what the Blessed Beauty promised
has come to pass. In gratitude for this most great divine bless-
ing, lives must be sacrificed! Soon will the effulgence of the
Shrine of the Bab attract the attention of the denizens of the
world and the blessed prophecies of Baha’u’llah will be clearly
fulfilled.

[On that occasion, ‘Abdul-Baha’s blessed countenance beamed
with joy and excitement. Truly, all the friends were deeply
affected by this radiance and were in a state of utmost ecstasy
and rapture. ‘Abdu’l-Baha spontaneously and repeatedly kept
reciting this verse:]

Nayriz burneth with fever, and my sorrow-filled heart sheddeth
blood,

How consumed my soul is, of what Adharbayjan hath wrought.

AFNAN.135-136

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

139


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/r/rabbani_habibullah_afnan_memories.pdf#page=137




Study guide to this volume

The writings gathered in Volume 118 date to approximately 1898, some six years after the passing
of Baha’wllah in May 1892. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa remains confined in the prison-city of ‘Akka under
Ottoman restriction, bearing simultaneously the weight of his father’s bequest and the full assault
of the Covenant-breaking faction led by his half-brother Mirz4 Muhammad-‘Ali. The volume is
predominantly a corpus of letters in Persian and Arabic addressed to individual believers and
communities in Persia, the Caucasus, and Egypt, with an important cluster of oral utterances
recorded by the first Western pilgrims who made their way to ‘Akka in 1898. Its governing concern
is the preservation of the Covenant, approached from multiple angles: theological, defining the
unique station of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd as one of absolute servitude; institutional, outlining the future
House of Justice; prophetic, interpreting the ingathering of Israel and the momentous transfer of
the Bab’s remains; and mystical, treating the radical transcendence of the divine Essence. What
gives the volume its characteristic tone is the combination of acute outer pressure and extraordinary
inward serenity: letters written amid sorrows that ‘Abdu’l-Bahd describes as obliterating even the
memory of the self nevertheless radiate with a quality of joyful certainty that the Covenant of God
is indestructible.

Servitude as the Supreme Station

Key Passages

The station of the previous Manifestations was that of the Greater Prophethood, and
the station of the Primal Point was that of witnessed Divinity, and the station of the
Most Holy Ancient Beauty was that of the Essential Oneness of Existential Identity,
while the rank of this servant is that of pure, absolute, genuine, true servitude which
admits of no interpretation or explanation. I am but a truthful servant at His exalted
threshold and a faithful bondsman in the court of His glory. By this do I glory in the
kingdom of existence and this is my religion, my path, my way, and my belief.
AB01152

O thou who art attracted to God! If thou wishest to bring joy and spiritual delight
to this servant of Baha, compose a treatise proving the servitude and bondage of this
servant at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, that I may recite it with sweet
melody and my soul may rejoice and my spirit be stirred. Glory be upon all who speak
of my servitude at the threshold of Bah4 and confirm my bondage in the court of Baha.
— ABO01152
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By God the True One, through it my face becomes radiant, my breast is dilated, and my
spirit is refreshed. For pure and sincere servitude to it, free from all interpretation and
allusion, is the crown of my head, the diadem of my brow, the light of my countenance,
the joy of my heart, the tranquility of my soul, and the assurance of my mind. This is
my flowing robe and my wondrous ornament which nothing can equal. — AB11748

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s insistence on servitude is a precisely calibrated theological act, not a conventional
gesture of piety. In the Baha’i doctrinal hierarchy, the station of the Manifestation of God is unique
and unrepeatable; the follower of any Manifestation who claims an equivalent station opens the door
to the fragmentation that destroyed every previous religious community. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s strategy
is to articulate a new category altogether: the Centre of the Covenant, whose authority derives
entirely from explicit divine appointment and whose personal claim is one of annihilation before the
Manifestation. The vocabulary is recognizably Sufi — servitude (‘ubudiyyat), effacement (fand’),
nothingness — yet the function is juridical as well as mystical: this absolute self-renunciation is
the very ground of his interpretive authority. No one can manipulate what he says in his own
interest, because he claims no interest of his own. The parallel in Islamic theology is the Prophet’s
insistence “I am but a warner” (and illd nadhir) — a disavowal that, paradoxically, authorizes
the message. In Christian mystical theology a comparable movement appears in Meister Eckhart’s
Abgeschiedenheit (detachment), in which the soul’s becoming nothing opens it to receive the fullness
of God. In Buddhist teaching the Bodhisattva’s vow of non-self makes possible compassionate action
for all beings. What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s formulation is its precision: servitude constitutes
a station with a specific doctrinal content, going far beyond a mere attitude, demarcated from
prophethood above and from ordinary discipleship below, and inscribed in the text of Baha’u’llah’s
own writings.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s insistence on servitude function as a protection for the unity of the
Bahd’i community? What specific dangers does it foreclose?

2. Compare this theology of servitude with the Sufi doctrine of fand’ (annihilation in God) and
with the Christian mystical tradition of kenosis. Where are the resemblances deepest, and
where does the Baha’i formulation diverge?

3. In what sense can a claim of absolute nothingness itself constitute a form of authority? Where
do we see this paradox in the biographies of other religious figures?

4. How does the doctrine that servitude is ‘the crown of my head’ and ‘the light of my counte-
nance’ transform the conventional understanding of power and glory in religious leadership?

5. What does it mean for a believer to ‘compose a treatise proving the servitude’ of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha? How might such an intellectual exercise function as a spiritual discipline?
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The Covenant: Authority, Interpretation, and Unity

Key Passages

In this day the doors of contention must be barred and the causes of strife prevented,
and this is not possible unless all follow the Interpreter and obey the appointed Centre
of the Covenant. That is, they must cleave unto his explicit utterance and hold fast unto
his clear testimony in such wise that their tongues may relate only the words spoken
by his tongue and their pens recount only that which he hath uttered. They must
not speak a single letter more or less than he hath, nor add a word of interpretation,
exegesis, or explanation, that all may be gathered beneath the shadow of the word of
Divine unity and assembled under the banner of the oneness of God. This matter is the
most important of matters and this foundation the greatest of all foundations. —
ABO00165

This servant beholds himself as utterly effaced and evanescent in all things. His days are
numbered and ere long he shall return to the holy threshold of the Lord of all existence.
He has had and has no purpose save to preserve the unity of God’s Cause and the
oneness of God’s loved ones. — ABO00180

In every age and dispensation, the Holy Manifestations of God made no covenant, no
testament, no faith and no pledge. In the time of Abraham, there was but a blessed
prayer regarding Isaac; in the Mosaic dispensation, but brief words of praise from His
tongue regarding Joshua son of Nun; in the Christian Revelation, regarding Simon, only
the concise statement “Thou art the rock, and upon this rock I will build my church”;
at the dawning of the Muhammadan Sun, only the brief utterance at Ghadir Khum
“Whomsoever I am the master of, ‘Alf is his master.” But in this Most Great Cycle and
Most Mighty Dispensation, in the Most Holy Book, He has explicitly stated, without
interpretation or allusion, and has emphasized, clarified and expounded in the Book of
the Covenant by the Most Exalted Pen, so that the seat of authority in this Most Great
Cycle might become clear and evident, leaving no room for any soul to hesitate, dispute
or differ. — ABO00180

Context for Study

These passages illuminate the Baha’i Covenant’s claim to a new level of historical explicitness.
‘Abdu’l-Bah4 reads sacred history as a sequence of successorship arrangements of escalating clarity:
from Abraham’s prayer over Isaac, through Moses’s commissioning of Joshua, through Christ’s
enigmatic words to Peter, through Muhammad’s appointment at Ghadir Khum, to the written
and sealed Book of the Covenant left by Baha’u’llah. Each Dispensation addressed the problem
of succession, but each left enough ambiguity to permit fragmentation. The Baha’i solution is to
close that interpretive gap: there is a designated Centre, a written text, and a clear rule that all
commentary must return to the Centre’s explicit words. The concern here is not merely institutional.
‘Abdu’l-Bahé frames contention itself as a spiritual failure, a sign that the individual will has not yet
submitted to the divine will that flows through the Covenant. In Islamic jurisprudence the debate
over the succession (khildfat) became the deepest wound in the Muslim community; ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
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account of Ghadir Khum implies that even that divine appointment, though genuine, remained
vulnerable to human ambition because it was oral rather than written and explicit. The Catholic
doctrine of papal succession and the Protestant principle of sola scriptura represent two distinct
resolutions of the same Christian problem. The Baha’i Covenant attempts a third way: a written
appointment buttressed by the interpretive authority of a living Centre.

Questions for Reflection

1.

How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s survey of past successorships reframe the long histories of sectarian
division in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam? Is his account persuasive as a reading of religious
history?

. The passage insists that even a single letter of unauthorized interpretation can fracture a

community. What does this tell us about the relationship between language, authority, and
communal identity?

. Compare the Bahd’i Covenant with the Catholic doctrine of papal infallibility. What do these

two institutions share, and where do their theological foundations diverge most sharply?

. How does the image of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé as entirely “effaced and evanescent,” with no purpose

but unity, function as a rhetorical strategy in the context of contested authority?

. What might be lost as well as gained when a religious community commits itself to a single

authoritative Interpreter? How does this tension appear in the history of Islamic tafsir or
Christian biblical interpretation?

The House of Justice: Elected Governance and Sacred Wisdom

Key Passages

The trustees of the House of Justice are men who must be elected by the people according
to the complete and organized system of election. They must then elect from among
themselves someone to serve as the head of the House of Justice. There is no doubt
that these souls must be believing, assured, steadfast, firm and adorned with perfections,
so that their reputation among the general public may be like the fragrance of musk,
and the people will elect them. At present, wisdom and prudence do not permit the
implementation of election rules, as this would cause commotion and sedition. But when
the time comes and circumstances permit, the rules and laws of election must certainly
be implemented with complete freedom, so that the House of Justice may arise to render
outstanding services. — ABO02837

Context for Study

This early letter on the House of Justice is remarkable for what it combines: democratic elec-
tive procedure, stringent moral qualifications, deferred implementation, and a clearly envisioned
institutional form. The insistence that trustees “must be elected by the people” distinguishes this
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institution sharply from hereditary monarchy, from appointed oligarchy, and from clerical hierar-
chy. Yet the emphasis on moral character — that these souls must be “adorned with perfections”
and that their reputation in the general public must be “like the fragrance of musk” — suggests
that election is understood as a process of recognition rather than mere preference aggregation.
The elected must first be spiritually fit; the election then identifies who has achieved that fit-
ness. This conception has notable affinities with Platonic ideas of governance by those who have
attained knowledge of the Good, with the Confucian model of governance by the virtuous, and
with the Shi‘i doctrine of governance by the learned (wildyat al-faqih), though it departs from all
three by insisting on popular election rather than philosophical selection or scholarly qualification.
Most striking is ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s acknowledgment that current conditions — the acute crisis of the
Covenant-breaking and Ottoman political constraints — preclude implementation. He legislates
for a future that he can envision but in which he will likely not live to participate. This temporal
distance between legislation and implementation is itself a teaching about the nature of divine law:
its principles are eternal even when its timing is historically conditioned.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé combine the principles of popular election and moral qualification?
Are these principles in tension, and how does he resolve that tension?

2. Compare this vision of elected governance with the Shi‘i doctrine of wildyat al-faqih and with
the Sunni principle of shurd (consultation). What does the Bahd’{ model borrow from these
traditions and where does it depart from them?

3. The letter acknowledges that implementation must wait for appropriate historical conditions.
How does this “deferred legislation” differ from political pragmatism or mere expediency?

4. Plato argued in the Republic that only those who have glimpsed the Form of the Good are fit
to govern. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s moral standard for elected trustees compare with this
Platonic requirement?

5. What does it mean for an institution’s legitimacy to rest simultaneously on popular election
and on divine sanction? How have other religious communities — Catholic, Quaker, Jewish
— negotiated this double claim?

Jerusalem, Israel, and the Transfer of Sacred Remains

Key Passages

You had asked about the gathering of the children of Israel in Jerusalem according to
the texts of the Prophets. Jerusalem and the Holy of Holies is the honored Temple and
the Greatest Name, for that divine city is the stronghold of God, as it encompasses
all divine bounties and favors, possesses all true wealth and riches and spiritual gifts
and ornaments, includes all vital conditions and characteristics, and is the place of
manifestation of the wondrous divine signs. And the gathering of Israel therein means
and gives glad tidings that all Israel will enter beneath the divine banner and arrive
at the sea of ancient days. For this divine Jerusalem, at whose center lies the Holy of
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Holies, is the heavenly city and celestial metropolis. East and West lie in but one of its
corners. Nevertheless, in the outward sense too, Israel shall gather in the Holy Land,
and this is a promise that shall not prove false. The meaning is that the abasement
which Israel endured for two thousand five hundred years shall now be transformed into
eternal glory, and outwardly too they shall become honored, to such a degree that they
shall be envied by their enemies and coveted by their friends. — AB03845

The good news that I had promised is this: the sacred remains of the Exalted Bab
have safely left the soil of Iran and just arrived in the Ottoman land. They are now
completely out of danger. After fifty years, what the Blessed Beauty promised has come
to pass. In gratitude for this most great divine blessing, lives must be sacrificed! Soon
will the effulgence of the Shrine of the Bab attract the attention of the denizens of the
world and the blessed prophecies of Bahd’u’llah will be clearly fulfilled. — ABU3705

Context for Study

These two passages illustrate ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s characteristic hermeneutical method: the literal and
the spiritual senses of prophecy operate simultaneously at different registers, neither cancelling the
other. His interpretation of the ingathering of Israel moves between the identification of Jerusalem
with the spiritual reality of the Manifestation of God — the “Greatest Name” whose appearance
is the true restoration — and an explicit affirmation that literal national restoration to the Holy
Land will also take place. This letter was written in 1898, the year after the First Zionist Congress
in Basel (1897), though the Bahd’i prophecy predates that movement. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s formulation
resists both pure spiritualism (“Jerusalem is only a metaphor for the Kingdom of God”) and pure
literalism (“Jerusalem means only the geographical city”). The announcement of the Bab’s remains
leaving Iranian soil is equally charged with historical meaning: the remains had been kept hidden
and in danger since the Bab’s execution in 1850, passed from hand to hand among faithful believers,
and had now finally reached safety in Ottoman territory. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s spontaneous recitation of
a Persian couplet mourning those who suffered and died — an allusion to the massacres of Nayriz
and Adharbayjan — transforms the announcement from a logistical report into a moment of sacred
memory. The eventual construction of the Shrine of the BaAb on Mount Carmel would indeed, as
prophesied, become a center of world attention.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha hold together literal and spiritual senses of prophetic fulfillment
without collapsing one into the other? How does this differ from allegorical reading in the
Pauline or Philonic traditions?

2. The interpretation of Jerusalem as both a spiritual and a physical reality was written a year
after the First Zionist Congress. How should scholars read this temporal proximity? Does
the Bahd’i teaching on Israel anticipate, reinforce, or complicate later Zionist claims?

3. What theological significance attaches to the burial and reburial of sacred remains in multiple
religious traditions? Compare the transfer of the Bab’s remains with the veneration of relics
in Christianity and the preservation of the Prophet’s tomb in Islam.
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4. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s reading of prophetic texts as simultaneously spiritual and literal
compare with the fourfold medieval Christian hermeneutic (literal, allegorical, moral, anagog-
ical)?

5. What does it mean for a community to wait fifty years for the fulfillment of a prophecy — in
this case, the safe transfer of the Bab’s remains? What does this long patience teach about
the relationship between divine promise and human time?

The Unknowable Essence and the Knowledge of Signs

Key Passages

The Divine Reality and the Eternal Being is hidden in His Essence and is a Treasure
concealed in the depths of His attributes. How then can the realities which were brought
into being by His Word and created by His Power encompass the greatness of His Glory
or comprehend the truth of His Essence? For that which encompasses is greater than
that which is encompassed, and that which comprehends has power over that which
is comprehended. His Essence is sanctified from being encompassed, and His Being is
hallowed from being comprehended. No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision;
He is the All-Subtle, the All-Informed. — AB00247

Behold then with true sight and spiritual vision how the realities of created things
exist in different ranks and diverse stations. That which exists in a lower rank cannot
comprehend, much less inquire about, that which exists in a rank above it. Consider
the ranks of mineral, plant, animal and man. However much the mineral might progress
to the zenith of its perfection, it can never comprehend the reality of the plant. And
however much the animal might progress and ascend to the heights of perfection, it
can never grasp human reality and its perfections. When every contingent reality is
thus unable to comprehend the reality of that which stands above it, how then can the
contingent comprehend the Necessary Being? — AB00247

Knowledge comes only through the effects of the Names and Attributes, which are
manifest signs of the Essence, and through witnessing the conditions of Truth in the
realities of created things. For human reality, in its essence, is a known sign that
speaks in praise of its Creator, reveals the mysteries of its Originator, and expounds the
profound wisdom deposited therein. “And in your own selves, will ye not then see?” —
AB00247

Context for Study

This extended letter on divine transcendence belongs to a tradition of apophatic theology running
from the Greek Neoplatonists through Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, through Maimonides’
insistence in the Guide for the Perplexed that all positive attributes of God are inadequate, through
Ibn ‘Arabi’s radical assertion of the absolute tanzih (incomparability) of the divine Essence, through
Meister Eckhart’s “desert of the Godhead beyond all names.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s contribution to this
tradition is distinctive in its epistemological grounding: he constructs a hierarchy of being in which
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each lower level is constitutively incapable of comprehending the level above it. The argument
moves by analogy — mineral to plant, plant to animal, animal to human, human to divine —
and the implication is rigorous: since humans cannot even fully comprehend the next level above
themselves, the claim of comprehending the Necessary Being is categorically absurd. Yet this is not
agnosticism. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd insists that knowledge of God is available through the signs deposited
in the Names and Attributes, and preeminently through the sign within the human self. The
tradition quoted — “We have not known Thee as Thou should be known” and “Were the veil to be
lifted, my certainty would not increase” (attributed to ‘Ali) — are held up as models of sanctified
unknowing that, paradoxically, constitute the highest form of knowing. Bahd’u’llah will echo this
in the Surd-yi-Haykal: the heart of man is the throne of the All-Merciful, yet the Essence of the
All-Merciful remains beyond all thrones.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bah&’s hierarchical argument for divine transcendence differ from simple
agnosticism? What is the positive content of knowing God “through the signs of the Names
and Attributes”?

2. Compare his statement “No vision can grasp Him, but He grasps all vision” with the Jewish
Ein Sof, the Christian via negativa, and the Sufi doctrine of tanzih. In what respects is the
Baha’i formulation indebted to each?

3. The analogy of mineral, plant, animal, and human is used to demonstrate the incapacity of
each lower level to comprehend the higher. Does this analogy hold? Where might it break
down, and what does that reveal about the limits of analogical reasoning about God?

4. The tradition “Were the veil to be lifted, my certainty would not increase” is quoted as
the highest spiritual attainment. How does this “sanctified unknowing” compare with the
concept of musdmaha (forbearance in theology) in Islamic kaldm, or with negative capability
in Romantic epistemology?

5. How does the affirmation that “human reality is a known sign that speaks in praise of its Cre-
ator” connect to the teaching of the Bab that knowledge of the self is the path to knowledge of
God? In what sense is apophatic theology and the theology of self-knowledge complementary?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The writings of Volume 118 are composed under conditions of acute persecution and betrayal,
yet they articulate a theology of servitude, a jurisprudence of the Covenant, a vision of elected
governance, and a metaphysics of divine transcendence with a precision that seems to draw force
from the very pressure it sustains. The prisoner in ‘Akka legislates for a global institution; the
man who calls himself “dust of the threshold” lays out the architecture of authority for centuries to
come; the mystic who insists on God’s unknowability simultaneously insists that the human heart
is the place where God is known.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the claim of absolute
servitude — the deliberate emptying of personal station — become, in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
hands, the most powerful instrument of spiritual authority and institutional unity

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 148



Vol. 118: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1898 Appendix

in the entire history of this Faith, and what does this inversion teach us about the
relationship between self-renunciation and genuine power in religious life?
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