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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 119

This volume is best read as a document of consolidation and outward expansion at once. On the
one hand, it is saturated with the vocabulary of servitude, steadfastness, unity, and loyalty to
the Covenant, reflecting the acute pressures of the post-Ascension crisis and the need to hold the
community together under attack. On the other hand, it repeatedly sounds a note of confidence
that the Cause is moving beyond its earlier confines into a wider, even global, arena. That double
movement is especially clear when one places more routine exhortations beside major texts such as
AB00195, where ‘Abdu’l-Baha answers covenant-breaking claims at length and insists that, far from
declining after Baha’u’llah’s ascension, the Cause has spread ever more widely; AB01548, which
combines concern over wavering and “papers of doubt” with practical directives about the Shrine
and the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar; AB02314, which calls the friends to strenuous service and steadfastness
because “all peoples and nations” are attacking the Cause; and AB01365, whose vivid warnings
against dissension show how central communal unity had become in this period. Even AB00325,
though addressed in a different register, joins servitude to an expansive social vision, urging teaching,
education, industry, agriculture, the advancement of women, and loyal service to the state, while
already imagining assistance coming from “Europe and America.”

What gives this volume particular distinction, however, is the cluster of pilgrimage notes associated
with the Maxwell party, the first group of Western pilgrims, whose presence marks a new stage
in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry. These recorded words cast the first Western believers as the vanguard
of a world-embracing future. In ABU1324, the pilgrims are told that they have come “among
the first,” are sent forth to labor in God’s vineyard, and are given a covenant of unwavering faith,
summed up in the refrain, “This is the balance, this is the balance, this is the balance.” In ABU1702,
that summons is deepened into an ethic of mutual love, harmony, self-forgetfulness, and sacrificial
radiance: the Western believers are “lights” and “waves” destined to spread abroad, but only on
condition of perfect kindness and unity. The same pilgrimage materials amplify this tone from other
angles: ABU1529 singles out May Maxwell for future service in America and France; ABU0140 and
ABUO0982 stress that spiritual power, not station or occupation, is decisive; ABU1283 offers the
story of the hermit to exalt poverty suffused with divine love; and ABUO0893 frames the believers’
present trials as the ploughing of the field before a vast future harvest. Taken together, these
texts preserve the first moment at which Western pilgrimage is explicitly interpreted as a historical
instrument for the diffusion of the Cause.

A further notable feature of the volume is the way this same historical turning point generates short
but memorable doctrinal conversations. ABU1576 on the three baptisms, ABU2957 on the grades of
dreams and visions, ABU1645 on individuality and recognition in the next world, and ABU2647 on
spiritual affinities all show ‘Abdu’l-Baha translating metaphysical themes into a language accessible
to new Western hearers, often making use of characteristically Christian imagery. The result is a
volume that not only defends and stabilizes the Baha’i community in a moment of tension, but also

vii



begins to shape the spiritual vocabulary through which the Cause would be carried into the West.
Around the fixed axis of servitude and the Covenant, one can already see the emergence of a global
community, and the first Western pilgrims are made to feel that they are entering not merely a
holy presence, but a sacred historical vocation.
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O Lord my God! Thou seest my tongue faltering at extolling
the bounties which Thou hast bestowed upon Thy chosen ones,
and bequeathed upon whomsoever Thou ordained amongst
Thy loved ones. We yield Thee praise and thanksgiving for
Thy favors in these days in which the feet of them who persist
in proud disdain have slipped in Thy Covenant and Testament.
O my God, Thy light hath shone, Thy signs are recognized,
Thy mysteries are manifested, Thy sweet savors are diffused,
Thy words are proclaimed, the sweetness of the fragrance of
Thy holy breath hath wafted, and the East and the West are
perfumed by the scent of Thy sanctified Garment and all na-
tions are resuscitated by Thy Teachings. Lauded and magni-
fied art Thou, O Lord My God, and thanks be to Thee for all
this.

O God! Assist Thou the well-favored to associate in harmo-
nious assemblages held in Thy remembrance and Thy praise,
and aid the steadfast to celebrate in holy gatherings convened
for the love of Thee and for allegiance to Thee.

O God! Assemble them together, unite them and raise up their
words and make them distinguished amongst the nations of the
world through Thy protection and Thy knowledge and the po-
tency of Thy Word. Make Thou their congregations reflections
of the gatherings of the Kingdom and their assemblages signs
of the celestial sanctuaries so that they may glorify Thee, sanc-
tify Thee, praise Thee and render thanks unto Thee. Thou art
the All-Bountiful, the All-Loving.
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AB02182

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1899-Jan-09

My God and my Beloved! Thou witnesseth and seeth that the
hands of oppression from the sinful people are stretched forth
to harm Thy sincere servants, and that the swords of tyranny
from the rebellious ones are drawn against the necks of the
believers, and that the oppressive group has aimed its arrows
at breasts which were expanded by Thy holy fragrances, and
that the tyrannical band has directed its spears toward hearts
that were filled with the signs of Thy love.

And among those holy souls and human countenances was Thy
servant Kamal, who was attracted by the gentle breeze waft-
ing from the gardens of Thy oneness and was set ablaze by
the fire kindled in the Tree of Thy Lordship. He spoke Thy
praise and arose to spread Thy traces, which enraged those
who denied Thee and Thy signs and who coveted what Thou
hadst given him through Thy generosity and grace from the
worthless things of this world. They called him to the place of
hatred and rose against him with cruelty and killed him with
the swords of tyranny and humiliated him and cut him into
pieces.

O my Lord! When they scattered him about and abandoned
him and wounded his throat with the dagger of oppression and
enmity, he was calling to Thee in the privacy of his inner being,
saying: “O my Beloved Lord! Art Thou pleased, art Thou
pleased with Thy servant who is slain in Thy path?” And “O
my Forgiving Master! Forgive the sins of Thy servants through
the blood that is shed in Thy love.”

And he was saying with his whole being and openly: “O how
blessed am I for this gift which the holy ones among Thy cre-
ation would envy and the chosen ones among Thy servants
would desire! And glad tidings to me for this martyrdom which
is the greatest bestowal for Thy elect and the greatest hope of
Thy loved ones! O Lord! Thanks be to Thee for this mighty
favor and praise be to Thee for this glorious kindness, in that
Thou hast distinguished me with the most great martyrdom
and singled me out with that which Thou didst single out the
gems of existence in the field of sacrifice. Verily Thou art
the All-Bountiful, verily Thou art the All-Merciful, and verily
Thou art the Generous, the Loving.”
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AB09011

To: Anton Haddad
Date: 1899-Jan-26

O respected Khwajah Anton! O thou servant who hast turned
thy heart toward God! Rejoice in that God hath confirmed
thee and quickened thee through the fragrances from the gar-
dens of His most glorious Kingdom, and hath crowned thee
with the crown of recognition. This is indeed a great bounty.
I have read thy letter which thou didst send, and have inhaled
the fragrance of thy sincerity from the gardens of its contents
and meanings. I rendered thanks unto God for having con-
firmed thee in gaining insight and illumination, and for having
caused thy breast to be dilated through meeting with the loved
ones and companionship with the friends. I beseech God for
excellent confirmation and assistance in all affairs. We have
written several letters to those for whom thou didst request
letters, and We have sent them. And upon thee be glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
14 Ramadan 1316
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AB04593

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqypt
Date: 1899-Feb-02

... The treatises which the friends of God have thus far written
in response to the Covenant-breakers were solely in hopes that
the violators might become aware and mindful, that perchance
they might remember, or fear God and return unto Him, and
supplicate before Him, and weep and cry out and lament, say-
ing in the wilderness, “Alas for that which we neglected in
regard to God!” With this consideration those responses were
recorded but not published. Now it is observed that this has
become cause for their audacity. We are perplexed as to what
course to take. In any case, the Glad Tidings treatise has now
been published and thou hast sent it abroad. The person in
question has written a rebuttal. Publish also the response to
his rebuttal, that they might become mindful, though this is
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difficult, for understanding, recognition and feeling have van-
ished from this group, and they have become the manifesta-
tion of “What aileth these people that they fail to understand
a single word?” That which they have made their motto is
obstinacy, envy, denial, rejection and calumny. These souls
“recognize the bounty of God, then deny it.” It would have
been good if someone had examined the letters this person
previously wrote to Qazvin, and likewise his poems. Whatever
they do, they do to themselves....
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AB10745

To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah, in Port Said
Date: 1899-Feb-06

O my beloved! I have read the verses of thy thanksgiving to
God for having guided thee to the Straight Path and the Right
Way, and I have recited the poems which flowed from thy pen
like pure and crystalline water, like a sweet-flowing fountain,
in terms of their fluidity, delicacy and eloquence in both word
and meaning. And upon thee be glory in all conditions.
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AB07168

To: Igbal, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1899-Feb-09

O my God, my God! Assist Your servant who is supplicating
at the gate of Your oneness to hold fast to the hem of the robe
of Your grandeur and to cling to the sure handle that shall
never break through Your might and power.

O Lord! Expand his breast through the lights of Your unity,
illuminate his inner being with the mysteries of Your sanctifi-
cation, realize his reality through the signs of Your uniqueness,
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and facilitate his hopes through Your grace, bounty and or-
dainment.

3 O Lord! He is a humble and submissive servant at the gate of
Your oneness, meek and imploring, chanting the scriptures of
Your lordship, set ablaze with the fire of the Tree of servitude.
Make for him a way out in all affairs, assist him in all matters,
remove from him sorrows and deliver him from grief.

Verily You are the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, and verily
You are the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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ABU1529

Words to May Mazwell, spoken on 1898-Feb-17 in Haifa

You are like the rain which is poured upon the earth making
it bud and blossom and become fruitful; so shall the Spirit of
God descent upon you, filling you with fruitfulness and you
shall go forth and water His vineyard...

The Spirit of God is shining in your face. You shall have every
blessing. Be not anxious for with a little time and patience

your mother and brother and all of your family will believe.

Every blessing is coming to you for yourself and all whom you
love. Your breast shall be widened [in answer to my dream]
and your heart filled with the fire of the love of God.

You shall attain great spiritual gifts and be confirmed by the
Holy Spirit.

You will become a great teacher both in America and France.

You will translate the teachings into French and become a great

light to the French people, and do a great work, and lead them.

You are the child of God and of the Kingdom, and the ties of
the flesh are nothing, but the ties of the Spirit are all. We
are your brothers and your sisters, and yo umust be glad and
rejoice for I love you exceedingly.

It has rejoiced us to see you and made our hearts glad, and the
blessedness of having come here among the first, you cannot
yvet, know.
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Now your troubles are ended and you must wipe away your
tears, for you know the parable that Christ spoke of the sower
and the seed; and so as in nature the good ground is made
ready by rain and storm and ploughing and sunshine for the
good seed to be sown, so is it in life, and the heart is made
ready by all experience for the seed of life.

AEP.012-013, MAX.076-077, BLO_PN#031

AB10079

To: Dai Yaqub
Date: 1899-Feb-09

O thou who art yearning for the Kingdom!

The Ancient Beauty of Canaan, in separation from Joseph of
Egypt, shed tears of blood from his eyes and wept so much that
“his eyes became white with sorrow, and he was suppressed
with grief” Thou too must be like Jacob in thy yearning, and
in separation from the Abha Beauty, weep and lament like
‘Abdu’l-Baha until thy sighing and moaning reach the Abha
Kingdom and all thy powers are dissolved.
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AB06525

To: Mulla Yusuf Ali Rashti, in Ishqabad
Date: 1899-Feb-19

O Joseph the Truthful! The story of Joseph has returned in
the person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, whom the people of cruelty have
cast into the dark well. But soon the messenger of eternity
shall come and lower the bucket of faithfulness and cry out:
“O glad tidings! This is the youth of Baha!” And he shall
present him in the Egypt of the most high, and he shall shine
forth with the light of the Covenant from the dawning-places
of the horizons. And he shall be delivered from the prison of
the vain imaginings of the people of doubts, and God shall
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make him mighty after he was abased among the followers of
the allegorical verses and those who neglected the clear texts.
And the proud ones shall say: “By God, the Truth! The Cause
is indeed radiant and manifest! Glory be to Him Who chose
you and made you the manifestation of divine confirmation
and the center of the new Covenant.”

2 Your honor should constantly be occupied with spreading the
fragrances of the Covenant in those regions, lest the armies of
doubts make a breach and cast forth hatred. Verily your Lord
will assist you with the truth, and He is the protector of those
who are firm.
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ABO7177

To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad et al.
Date: 1899-Feb-19

My God, my God! These are servants who have turned to
the Kingdom of Thy mercy, supplicated to the Realm of Thy
oneness, and beseeched Thy presence of unity to make them
firm in Thy Cause and assist them to be steadfast in Thy
remembrance. O Lord! Be pleased with them and make them
pleased with Thee. Grant them a sincere entrance and a sincere
exit, make their feet firm upon Thy covenant and testament,
provide them a way out, sustain them from Thy holy gardens,
and bestow upon them through Thy bounty and grace. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Bestower.

O Lord! The storms have intensified, the springs have dried up,
the tree trunks have been uprooted, the fruits have scattered,
and the leaves have turned yellow. Send the breeze of Thy
providence and pour down the clouds of Thy mercy until the

trees perspire, the fruits strengthen, and the leaves turn green.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.
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2 O Lord!
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ABO09775

AB09089

To: Arthur P Dodge
Date: 1899-Feb-19

He is the Beloved

O thou who hast served the Kingdom of God! Blessed art thou
for having been attracted by the breaths of God. Glad tidings
be unto thee for having been enkindled with the fire of the love
of God. Make firm thy footsteps in the Cause of God, place thy
trust in God, rely upon the Lord, the Jealous One, and be at
rest through the bounty of thy Lord. Verily He will assist thee
and make thee successful in all affairs and grant thee from His
bounty till thou art well-pleased. Turn unto Him and grasp
the hem of the robe of His grandeur and remain firm in His
Covenant and Testament and be in the utmost joy. Convey my
greetings and salutations to thy respected wife and likewise to
thy beloved children.
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AB09775

Date: 1899-Feb-19

O my God, my God! These are servants who have been set
aflame with the fire of the Covenant and have drawn light from
the lights of the Testament which shineth with most brilliant
radiance upon all regions.

Purify their realities with the water pouring forth
from the clouds of Thy bounties, and illumine their faces with
the lights shining from the dawning-places of Thy favors, and
confirm them in service to Thy Covenant throughout all con-
tingent beings, and aid them to serve Thy Cause, O my Lord,
the All-Merciful.

Protect them in the shelter of Thy favors from all that Thou
dost not desire. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the All-Bestowing.
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AB09620

To: Brittingham, Isabella D et al.
Date: 1899-Feb-21

O bright pearl! Arise with utmost striving and hasten to the
Kingdom of thy Lord, thy Lord of manifest, clear and evident
signs.

By God the True One, every seed that is sown in this glorious
age will be made to grow by God through the bounty of His
clouds of mercy which preceded all contingent things, and from
which and through which all existing things were awakened and
issued forth, and unto which they shall return.

Therefore strive to sow the pure seed of divine teachings in
hearts that are stirred by the breaths of God. The glory be
upon thee.

Convey my greetings and salutations to thy noble and re-
spected husband, for I love him with all my being, and the
glory be upon him.

TAB.171-172
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ABU0140

Words to May Maxwell et al, spoken on 1898-Feb-22 in Akka
Question/topic: How must we cut our hearts from the world?

If your hearts are turned always towards God, and filled with
the love of God, that love will separate them from all other
things, that love will be the wall that will come between them
and every other desire. You must all be joined one to another
in heart and soul, then you will be prospered in your work and
gain ever greater gifts, and the Cause of God will be spread
through all the countries by your means.

Remember what Christ said; you have taken the gifts of God
without money and without price; so also you must freely give.
This command shows too that all these gifts are sent to you
by the free generosity of your God and not on account of any
merit on your part, and you must rejoice greatly in the loving
mercy of your God upon you and all.
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For all will taste of these free gifts before long. They will come
from the East and from the West to the Kingdom of God; and
even as Christ has foretold this also has come to pass, that
some of those who are nearest are cut off, whilst those from a
far distance receive these great gifts.

PN_ 1899 p004, AEP.021-022, NRMM.163, BLO_ PN#031

ABU0982

Words to May Maxwell et al, spoken on 1898-Feb-22 in Akka

We can all serve in the Cause of God no matter what our
occupation is. No occupation can prevent the soul coming
to God. Peter was a fisherman, yet he accomplished most
wonderful things; but the heart must be turned always towards
God, no matter what the work is; this is the important things:
and then the power of God will work in us.

We are like a piece of iron in the midst of the fire which becomes
heated to such a degree that it partakes of the nature of the
fire and gives out the same effect to all it touches — so is the
soul that is always turned towards God, and filled with the
spirit.

PN_ 1899 p010, AEP.020-021, NRMM.162, BLO_ PN#031

ABU1283

Words to May Mazwell et al, spoken on 1898-Feb-22 in Akka

...once when the Blessed Perfection was travelling from one
place to another with His followers He passed through a lonely
country where, at some little distance from the highway, a her-
mit lived alone in a cave. He was a holy man, and having heard
that Our Lord, Baha'u’llah, would pass that way, he watched
eagerly for His approach. When the Manifestation arrived at
that spot the hermit knelt down and kissed the dust before His
feet, and said to Him: ‘Oh, my Lord, I am a poor man living
alone in a cave nearby; but henceforth I shall account myself
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the happiest of mortals if Thou wilt but come for a moment
to my cave and bless it Thy Presence’ Then Baha’u’llah told
the man that he would come, not for a moment but for three
days, and He bade His followers cast their tents, and await His
return.

The poor man was so overcome with joy and gratitude that
he was speechless, and led the way in humble silence to his
lowly dwelling in a rock. There the Glorious one sat with him,
talking to him, and teaching him, and toward evening the man
bethought himself that he had nothing to offer his great Guest
but some dry meat and some dark bread, and water from a
spring nearby. Not knowing what to do he threw himself at
the feet of his Lord and confessed his dilemma. Baha'u’llah
comforted him and by a word bade him fetch the meat and
bread and water; then the Lord of the universe partook of this
frugal repast with joy and fragrance as though it had been a
banquet, and during the three days of His visit they ate only of
this food which seemed to the poor hermit the most delicious
he had ever eaten. Baha'u’llah declared that He had never
been more nobly entertained or received greater hospitality
and love.

‘This,” exclaimed the Master, when He had finished the story,
‘shows us how little man requires when he is nourished by the
sweetest of all foods — the love of God.

AEP.023-025, VLAB.023, BLO_ PN#031

ABUO0893

Words to May Mazwell et al, spoken around 1898-Feb-23 in Akka

All the sufferings you pass through in gaining the Kingdom
of God will be obliterated when you attain its perfect happi-
ness. It is as a man who has been ill and helpless for two or
three years and afterwards becomes well and strong, then all
remembrance of his pain vanishes. The happiness of the King-
dom is a perfect one unlike the imperfection of our best earthly
conditions and is never again to be clouded by any vestige of
SOTTOW.

Whatever troubles we have on our way to the Kingdom are
a test to the soul. When man enters this world it is in trou-
bles and hardships, but he comes from the invisible to the
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visible to gain great things for himself. As the material birth
is a time of trouble, so also is the spiritual. The way to God
is strewn with troubles and difficulties, but remember always
what Christ said: “Though the body is weak the spirit is pow-
erful.”

Many great men and women have desired, century after cen-
tury, to live in this wonderful Age of God, and you ought to
thank God with all your heart that you have been chosen to
be here at this time. Christ said that the stone the builders
rejected became the headstone of the corner. This means that
the spiritually great men and women of the world have been
rejected and despised in all times by the builders of the world;
but that now in this, the time of the Kingdom, these spiritual
ones will become the chief stones in the building.

The wise man does not work for the present moment but for
the good results of the future. See in the winter how bare and
lifeless the trees and plants seem, without leaves and without
fruit. Suppose one should pass by at this time who knew noth-
ing of the condition of the earth and saw a man ploughing it up
and casting grain in the furrow. Would he not say, “How fool-
ish this man is. He is troubling himself for no result, working
for no purpose and wasting that which would give him food”?
But in due time the showers descend upon the earth, the sun
shines, the breezes blow and we see the result in great beauty
and production.

So is the work of the Holy Spirit in your hearts. The earthly sun
is like the Sun of Truth; the rain is the shower of the mercy of
God; the seed is the word of God; the air is the fragrant waves
of His Holy Spirit and the soil is the hearts of the people. Now
the spiritual seeds are being scattered throughout the world
and the showers of the mercy of God are falling on the hearts
of the people. The result will be a great and wonderful harvest
and every tree and branch and scrub will bear fruit, and you
will see it.

AEP.026-029, NRMM.166, BLO__PN#031
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ABU1324

ABU1324

Words to May Maxwell et al, spoken around 1898-Feb-25 in Akka

Pray that your hearts may be cut from yourselves and from
the world, that you may be confirmed by the Holy Spirit and
filled with the fire of the love of God. The nearer you are to
the light, the further you are from the darkness; the nearer you
are to heaven, the further you are from the earth; the nearer
you are to God, the further you are from the world.

You have come here among the first and your reward is great.

There are two visits; the first is for a blessing; the ye come
and are blessed and are sent forth to work in God’s vineyard;
the second ye come with music and the banners flying, like
soldiers, in gladness and triumph to receive your reward. If
in times past those who have risen up and gone forth in the
Cause of God have been helped and confirmed by His spirit,
even to suffering death for Him, how much greater is the flood
of life with which ye shall be flooded now!

For this is the end and the full revelation, and I say unto you
that anyone who will rise up in the Cause of God at this time
shall be filled with the spirit of God, and that He will send
His hosts from heaven to help you and that nothing shall be
impossible to you if you have faith. And now I give you a
commandment which shall be for a covenant between you and
Me — that ye have faith be steadfast as a rock that no storms
can move, that nothing can disturb, and that it endure through
all things even to the end; even should ye hear that your Lord
has been crucified, be not shaken in your faith; for I am with

you always, wether living or dead, I am with you to the end.

As ye have faith so shall your powers and blessings be. This is
the balance — this is the balance.

BSC.503 #970x, SW_ v08#05 p.057-058x, SW_ v12#16 p.250x, AEP.039-040,
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ABU1702

Words to May Maxwell et al, spoken around 1898-Feb-25 in Akka

Now the time has come when we must part, but the separation
is only of our bodies, in spirit we are united. Ye are the lights
which shall be diffused; ye are the waves of that sea which shall
spread and overflow the world. Each wave is precious to Me
and My nostrils shall be gladdened by our fragrance.

Another commandment I give unto you, that ye love one
another even as I love you. Great mercy and blessings are
promised to the peoples of your land, but on one condition:
that their hearts are filled with the fire of love, that they live
in perfect kindness and harmony like one soul in different
bodies. If they fail in this condition the great blessings will
be deferred. Never forget this; look at one another with the
eyes of perfection; look at Me, follow Me, be as I am; take no
thought for yourselves or your lives, whether ye eat or whether
we sleep, whether we are comfortable, whether we are well
or ill, whether ye are with friends or foes, whether ye receive
praise or blame; for all of these things we must care not at all.

Look at Me and be as I am; ye must die to yourselves and to
the world, so shall ye be born again and enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. Behold a candle and how it gives its light. It weeps
its life away drop by drop in order to give forth its flame of
light.

BSC.503 #969x, SW_ v08#06 p.065x, SW_v08#12 p.144x, SW_ v12#16
p.2514254x, PN_ 1899 p014x, AEP.041-042, VLAB.012, BLO PN#031

ABU1351

Words to Miss Pearson in Akka, 1899-Feb-26

One thing I ask of you for your own good, and that you must
do if you wish to gain the blessing. It is this: To stand firm in
the faith, without any wavering. Whatever troubles and may
come to you or to any of the believers, do not let your faith be
affected by them in the lightest degree, but stand as firm as a
rock.
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Be like Mary Magdalene, whose faith was so strong that it
was never shaken, even for a moment, when Christ was put to
death; but with steadfast faith in him she went to his discour-
aged disciples and renewed and rekindled in their hearts the
waving light of their faith by reminding them of the promise
their Lord had made to them of his constant presence, and
showing them that it was really of little consequence whether
he was with them in the body or not. She so encouraged
and strengthened them by her words that their faith was con-
firmed; they became strong as lions and went out teaching in
all directions, and by the power of God working through them,
the knowledge of God spread all over the earth. Now in the
eternal Kingdom their names shine as the most brilliant stars.
Even here on this earth their names are remembered with love
and reverence by millions.

So the best thing I can desire of you is to stand firm in the
faith, even if you hear of the most great troubles and sorrows-
even if you were to hear that I had been killed or crucified, as
Christ was 1900 years ago, let not your faith be in any wise
troubled or shaken. Arise for the work of God and His Cause,
and you shall see His mighty power working in you, and you
will conquer all things; and remember, whether I am on earth
or not, my presence will be with you always. But work as if you
were all but one soul and one spirit living in different bodies.

SW_ v124#14 p.236, PN_ 1899 p004

ABU1576

Words spoken in Akka, 1899-Feb-26

There are three baptisms spoken of by the prophets: the bap-
tism of water, of spirit and of fire. The first signifies the condi-
tion when the soul receives the teachings of the knowledge of
God. The second, when the soul receives the spirit; when the
soul receives this baptism the spirit speaks through him, he has
no need to be taught of men or to ask questions, because the
holy spirit will enlighten and teach him. The third baptism is
that of fire, when the soul becomes aflame with the love of God
and insensible to any other attraction. This baptism Moses re-
ceived when, as it is written, he saw God in the flame of fire,
and the same experience is recorded of many other prophets.
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In order to convey this spiritual condition to us, they used the
illustration of fire for this reason: While the soul is on the
earth it receives sensual and intellectual perceptions. The first
are those that come through the avenues of the five senses; the
second are the abstract emotions, such as love, happiness, etc.,
and these cannot be perceived with or through any of the five
senses. Now the things of the kingdom cannot be perceived
by the senses and for this reason Christ taught the people
always by means of parables and illustrations, because it is
only through these outward signs and by comparison that the
soul here receives understanding. For this reason Moses and
all the prophets gave their teachings by material objects, that
through the outward forms the soul might receive the inward
knowledge.

The Song of Solomon is a sacred poem, representing Christ the
bridegroom and the word of God, the bride.

PN__1899 p009, NRMM.169

ABU2957

Words spoken in Akka, 1899-Feb-26

There are three kinds of visions or dreams. First, those that
arise from over-excited nerves, or disordered stomach, and are
of no use whatever.

Second, when God sends a revelation to a soul that is not
entirely pure from the world: to such an one He sends visions in
symbols and signs, and these experiences need an interpreter.

The third kind is when a soul who is severed from the world
receives a revelation from God. In this station everything is
clear and pure and needs no explanation.

SW_ v14#07 p.211, PN_1899 p009, NRMM.170
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ABU1645

Words to Miss E. Goodall, Kheirallah et al in March 1899 in Akka
Question/topic: Will we know each other in the Kingdom: i.e., will we have our individuality or

will we be one spirit?

Then came the question whether we would know each other
separately in the Kingdom, that is, would we all have our in-
dividuality or would we be as one spirit. He said it was very
difficult to speak of the Spiritual Kingdom in any way to make
our finite minds understand, or even grasp a faint conception
of its mysteries and glories; that when we speak of love, - a
thing we all know well - we are obliged to make a comparison
and say it is like fire, in order to convey the idea to the intel-
lectual mind. So in order to give any shadow of meaning to us
of this Infinite, everlasting Kingdom, He compared it to this
world as it would seem to a baby still in its mother’s womb,
ete.

This much is true and we can grasp it - that the spiritual is
the real life, and when we get there this earthly existence will
be to us as a dream; and, best of all, the ties and relationships
of true love and affection, that is, the relationships of the soul,
- not of the flesh - will be intensified a thousand times. Just so
much as we are capable of loving here, that much more can we
love there; for this is the sleeping-time, the time of preparation.
We are only dreaming now, and even the real things we only
dimly realize - but those are, that which will shine brilliantly
when we get to the Kingdom, and the rest will all fade away.
We will have our individuality and will not be swallowed up in
one vast spirit.

PN__unsorted p041, LTWS.136

ABO08791

To: Mashhadi Ali Jan
Date: 1899-Mar

O servant of God! It is dawn, and the breeze of the All-Merciful
is wafting from the Valley of the blessed heart. The rosy-
cheeked Cup-bearer of rapture and attraction is the witness
of the gathering of the loved ones. Amatu’l-Baha requested
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that this letter be written, that mention of you may be made
in this assembly and your name inscribed in the book of the
people of the Covenant. Turn your attention to the unseen
Kingdom and, like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, occupy yourself with servi-
tude to the Ancient Beauty, that you may place the crown of
glory upon your head.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to the
assured handmaiden, Daji
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ABU2647

Words to Miss E. Goodall, Kheirallah et al in March 1899 in Akka
Question/topic: Were the souls created in pairs, and did they belong to each other even if they did

not meet on earth?

First: Were there affinities? That is, were the souls created in
pairs and did they belong to each other forever and ever, even
if they did not meet on this earth?

He said: “Yes” - that everything was created in pairs, but
that this earth was the flaming sword and sometimes, even
if affinities met, they could not be happy for various reasons
connected with the imperfect conditions here; but in spirit they
were related forever. Sometimes of course they meet here and
have the happiness of living together here, but in that case
nearly always they suffered in some other way, because the
conditions for perfect happiness do not exist on this earth. The
nearest we can come to that is to know the Truth and work in
the Cause of God; then nothing matters to us, and material
conditions lose their power to affect our happiness.

PN__unsorted p041
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AB10023

To: Mir Abdu’llah
Date: 1899-Mar

O ‘Abdu’llah! T hope that in servitude to the Ancient Beauty
thou wilt be as firm as ‘Abdu’l-Baha, that thou wilt sacrifice
thy life, that from head to foot thou wilt become the embod-
iment of humility and lowliness, that thou wilt engrave the
Greatest Name as the seal upon thy ring, and that in the realm
of glory thou wilt become as a Solomon in all his majesty, that
thou wilt arise to serve the friends and wait upon the loved
ones, and gird up thy loins firmly in service.
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AB10570

To: Agqa Muhammad Taqi
Date: 1899-Mar

O thou who art turned unto God! The Hand of Divine Power
hath lit a candle within the glass of hearts whose radiance
reacheth to the heights of the Kingdom and whose rays illumine
both East and West. That candle is the love of the Abha
Beauty and servitude at His Holy Threshold. Place, then, this
crown upon thy head and glory in it above all rulers.
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AB11324

To: Ella G Cooper, in Akka
Date: 1899-Mar-04

O my God! Thou seest Thy maidservant who is believing in
Thee and in Thy signs, and who is supplicating at the gate of
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Thy oneness. Ordain for her every good through Thy grace and
generosity. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the All-Bountiful.

BW_ v12p682, MAB.008a

G ) UL, K al) el o5 B
s Sas e KU L8 Soasl ol
olal ot S S

INBA59:180a

ABO09075

To: Mulla Husayn son of Zaynel the martyr (Nayriz)
Date: 1899-Mar-08

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
The most resplendent and brilliant jewel in the glorious crown
is none other than servitude at the Sacred Threshold and hu-
mility and submissiveness at the gate of divine Oneness. If
thou desirest to place this radiant crown upon thy head, arise
to serve the Holy Court, even as ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with all enthu-
siasm, determination, attraction and joy. The glory be upon
thee.

Convey my Most Glorious greetings to the assured leaf, the
handmaiden of God Fatimah.
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AB08434

To: Ahmad Ali from Lavasan, in Tihran
Date: 1899-Mar-14

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! I have
recited thy verses expressing thy longing for the Most Glorious
Kingdom and have inhaled the fragrance of the gardens of inner
meanings from the orchards of thy words, whose sealed wine
and sweet perfumes have intoxicated the hearts of the loved
ones. Therefore have I taken up the pen to inscribe these
words which give praise to the Most Great Name, inasmuch
as He hath confirmed thee in receiving illumination from the
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AB08989

lights of God’s outpourings. Arise to serve the Cause of God
and follow ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Threshold of Baha,
that thou mayest glory among the Concourse on High. And
the Glory be upon thee, O thou who art attracted to Baha.

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

2 Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1316
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AB08989

To: Lua Getsinger
Date: 1899-Mar-16

O thou who art turning in prayer to the spiritual realm and
supplicating to the Kingdom of the All-Merciful!

Don the garments of holiness and adorn thy head with the
crown of humility and lowliness before the dominion of the
Lord of Hosts. Be submissive and humble before the handmaid-
ens of the All-Merciful, and be an example to those women
who are attracted to the spirit of sanctification and detach-
ment, and a goodly pattern in heavenly attributes through the
spirit of divine confirmation.

Make thy daily practice the remembrance of Baha, thy occu-
pation the thought of Baha, and fix thine eyes upon the lights
of Baha. Spread abroad the sweet savors of the holiness of thy
Most Exalted Lord, and convey greetings and praise to all my
spiritual daughters in those regions.
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ABO7768

AB10210

To: Edward C Getsinger, in Port Said
Date: 1899-Mar-16

O spiritual son! May God assist thee! We always mention
thee spiritually with joy and fragrance, and hearts are affected
by thy separation and remoteness. With the utmost humility
I supplicate before the Lord of the Kingdom to fill thy heart
with joy through divine gifts - so that thy cup may become
overflowing with the wine of heaven by Guidance, the Cloud
of the Lordly Bounty pour upon thee the vernal shower, the
glances of the eye of mercifulness encircle thee from all direc-
tions and that thou mayst become ignited like unto the glowing
lamp amidst the congregations of the believers of God.

JBY LAl S Gyl A Ly
S G ol C;:Mell; S5
gl dizl K dY s oLl &5\;
Al Cals \);,.»;QJ@B'LCQ\ o S O,

ﬁﬂjdﬂ\m\dbf—w&{c&lm@
e bl St 5 Bl Las il Se
N \ﬁJKmJuL@J—\f‘f@M\

INBA59:194a

ABO7768

Date: 1899-Mar-17

All regions have been illumined by the Day-Star of the World,
blessed are those who have attained. The call hath been raised
from the sacred lote-tree on Mount Sinai, blessed are those who
harken. All regions have been perfumed by the fragrances of ho-
liness diffused from the hallowed and snow-white Spot, blessed
are those who inhale. The effulgent glory of the light of Di-
vine Unity hath manifest itself in the Tabernacle of Oneness,
blessed are those who turn thereunto. The veil on the coun-
tenance of Baha hath been rent asunder, blessed are those
who are attracted. The cup of bounty, overflowing with the
wine of faithfulness is passing around, blessed are those who
drink. The Abha Kingdom hath been majestically arrayed, and
the Concourse on high have rejoiced with exceeding gladness,
blessed are those who attain.

The clouds of generosity are overflowing with the Most Great
Grace, this verily is the great bounty. The hearts have been
illumined by the light shining from the countenance of the
Beloved, this indeed is the manifest light. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
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Vol. 119: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1899

AB02314

clothed with the garment of servitude to the loved ones of
Baha, this, verily, is the glorious triumph.
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AB09772

To: Muhammad Ibrahim, in Rafsanjan
Date: 1899-Apr-03

O my God, my God! Thou seest Thy servant who hath sought
refuge at the door of Thy mercy, who hath taken shelter at the
threshold of Thy holy favor, who hath sought protection with
Thee from Thy wrath, who calleth upon Thee in the depths of
night and at dawn, saying: “O my Lord, the All-Forgiving! For-
give my sins and remove my troubles, look upon me with the
glance of Thy loving-kindness, and cause me to enter among
the company of the sincere ones from among the people of
guidance.

2 Illumine my sight with beholding the signs of Thy oneness, and
honor my hearing with hearkening to the songs of the birds of
the gardens of Thy singleness. Verily, Thou art the Generous,
the Bestower.”
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AB02314

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Mazandaran
Date: 1899-Apr-05

O thou who hast turned toward the Kingdom of Abha and hast
given glad tidings of God’s Covenant! Arise to serve the Cause,
roll up thy sleeves in earnest endeavor, and spare no effort in ex-
alting the Word of God and diffusing the sweet-scented musk
in the gatherings of the loved ones of God. Strengthen thy
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Vol. 119: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1899

AB04171

loins, fortify thy back, and straighten thy posture through the
power of the Covenant. Polish thy sight by witnessing the light
of splendor from the horizon of the unseen as it shines upon all
regions. By God, the Truth! The manifestations of thy Lord’s
verses have seized all directions, necks have been humbled,
heads have bowed down, and the arrogant have fallen upon
their chins. O concourse of the East and the West! Which,
then, of the favors of your Lord will ye deny?

O spiritual friend! This is the time for service and the moment
for steadfastness. Strive, surge forth, and raise thy voice until,
like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, thou mayest sacrifice thyself in servitude
at the Sacred Threshold, raise the banner of servitude, and
accomplish a world’s work. Servitude at the threshold of Baha
is my crown.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

You had written about the firmness and steadfastness of the
loved ones of God - this brought joy and gladness, for today all
peoples and nations from all directions are attacking the Cause

of God. Only through steadfastness can resistance be shown.

The least wavering will result in the domination of the arrogant
ones. Therefore you must be vigilant day and night lest anyone
cause wavering and become the cause of weakness and laxity
of hearts in the Cause of God. These thoughtless souls do
not realize that weakness in the Covenant causes strength to
the nations of the world and weakening of the light. In any
case, do not rest for a moment and promote the religion of
God and encourage and urge steadfastness in the Covenant of
God. Soon the banner of the Ancient Beauty will be raised
throughout all regions and the holy fragrances will perfume
the East and the West.
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To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqypt
Date: 1899-Apr-06

V]

i

O my Lord, my Hope, my Protector, my Refuge! By Thy glory, <M. &;u ey i~ s Bley s 4;') |

I am weary of beholding traces...
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2 Through God’s aid and grace, you must become shooting stars
against the satans of doubts, and arrows against the hosts of
vain imaginings. You must be a brightly-shining lamp in the
gathering of the Covenant, and a fragrant bouquet of endless
beauty in the assembly of the friends. Your accommodation of
that Seyyed Mirza led him to false hopes - “The Sufi fell into
vain desire from the laughter of the wine-cup.” This person did
not consider that if someone turns away from the light of the
Covenant and deviates from the Dawning-place of servitude to
the Sacred Threshold, they should not pursue coal, but rather
become useless and idle, and be disappointed and deprived in
both worlds....
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To: Hasan Khurasani, in Egypt
Date: 1899-Apr-06

...O dear Haji! This lamp of servitude unto the Abha Beauty
hath been encompassed by the violent winds of envy. If thou
canst, become the glass protecting the lamp of the Covenant
for the power of faith. And the sun of the Testament hath
been veiled by the clouds of deficiency; if thou canst, become
a mighty wind and scatter this dense cloud.

My heart is wearied of these men of feeble element; I yearn for
the Lion of God and for Rustam, son of Dastan.

Thou hadst complained of the delay in replying. Be fair: this
pen, single-handed, must correspond with all regions of the
earth and bear every burden. Consider—if in the course of a
year it address but one word unto a soul, it hath shown the
utmost loving-kindness. Yet notwithstanding this, thou alone

surely possessest an entire book of the writings of this servant.

Can any affection be greater than this?
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To: Zavarihi, Mulla Muhammad Rida et al.
Date: 1899-Apr-16

My God, my God! Thou seest me and hearest my intimate
communion with Thee and art aware of my secrets and my
manifest thoughts, my hidden and my visible self. I beseech the
Kingdom of Thy holiness and the Dominion of Thy sovereignty
to send down all Thy mercy and bounty, and to bestow all Thy
grace and favor upon these servants who have turned their faces
to Thy divine countenance and remained firm in Thy religion
and steadfast in Thy Word and have withstood Thine enemies
and endured every hardship in Thy path. O Lord! Quicken
their hearts with the breathings of Thy holiness, and expand
their breasts with the signs of Thy oneness, and perfume their
nostrils with the sweet fragrance of Thy favors. Verily, Thou
art the Generous, the Merciful, the Loving.

O my companions! How much must we give thanks that we
have found the way to His sacred Threshold, that we have
played the game of love, raised high the banner of divine pas-
sion, and built our nest and dwelling place at the Court of His
Oneness. Though we are captives, abased and lowly, praise be
to God, through the grace of the Most Glorious Beauty we are
established upon a throne, we are helpers and supporters, nay
rather, we are princes of the ethereal realm. Blessed are we!
Joy be unto us!
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AB01548

To: Mirza Muhammad Tagi Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1899-Apr-17

O Afnan of God’s blessed Tree! Now that at the foot of Mount
Carmel I am engaged with utmost joy in service at the Holy
Threshold and absorbed and occupied in raising the edifice of
the circumambulation place of holy ones, night and day delight-
ing and rejoicing in this new servitude, your spiritual letter
arrived and brought ultimate joy through news of the stead-
fastness of all the Afnans of the blessed Tree in that region.
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While others have forgotten the promotion of God’s Cause, set
aside service to the Holy Threshold, neglected the exaltation
of the Word of God, deemed the acquisition of divine quali-
ties futile, imagined the eternal ancient glory of firmness in
the Covenant to be vain fancies, and become occupied day and
night with spreading false rumors and disseminating papers of
doubt - since the Ascension until now none of the negligent
ones has taught even a single soul.

Glory be to God! What a path is this, what heedlessness is
this, what ignorance is this, and what misfortune and calamity
is this! I swear by the Ancient Beauty that my heart is so
grieved for these people that it cannot be described. They see
the pit yet still throw themselves in; they observe the poison
yet still drink it without hesitation; they witness the disgrace
and humiliation and loss in this world and the next, yet still
cast themselves into it. In any case, praise be to God that
through your honor’s efforts all the friends in Yazd are firm
and steadfast. God willing the other wavering Afnans will also
become firm. Regarding the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Ishqabad,
whatever you deem advisable, instruct them to carry out.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Please review the enclosed paper and then give it to his honor
the Afnan. As we are engaged in building the holy, purified
shrine, if two of the honored Afnans of the Sacred Tree who
are firm in the Covenant could come and join this servant in
moving earth and stones at the Holy Place, it would bring
great joy to the heart. And regarding the assembly in Yazd,
whatever your honor deems advisable should be implemented
and all must obey.
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AB11875

To: Ustad Ali Askar et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1899-May-08

My God, my God! You know what lies hidden in my heart and
the depths of my being, and how its fire can be extinguished,
its flames quenched, its passion and yearning calmed, and its
sighing and moaning cut short, while it is immersed in the sea
of deprivation and consumed by the fire of separation. Can the
parched and thirsty be revived except by sweet flowing waters?
Or can the hungry be refreshed except by coming to the table
spread wide with blessings and bounties?

Therefore, O my God, have mercy upon me through Your grace
and generosity, draw me near to You, attract me to Your King-
dom, admit me into the sacred fold near Your greatest mercy,
and cause me to dwell in a true station beside the threshold
of Your holiness in the Most Glorious Kingdom. Grant me the
blessing of witnessing and attaining Your presence and enter-
ing beneath the shade of Your uttermost Tree. Verily You are
the Merciful Lord.

Then I beseech You to assist these servants, handmaidens and
days in service at Your exalted threshold and in bondage at the
gate of Your oneness, whose heights the essences of existence
in the highest horizon have failed to reach. Verily You are the
Merciful One to the people of the first and last.
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ABO07853

To: Aga Ahmad et al.
Date: 1899-May-09

O ye servants of the Sacred Threshold! The triumphant hosts
of the Celestial Concourse, arrayed and marshalled in the
Realms above, stand ready and expectant to assist and assure
victory to that valiant horseman who with confidence spurs
on his charger into the arena of service. Well is it with that
fearless warrior, who armed with the power of true Knowledge,
hastens unto the field, disperses the armies of ignorance, and
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scatters the hosts of error, who holds aloft the Standard of
Divine Guidance, and sounds the Clarion of Victory. By
the righteousness of the Lord! He hath achieved a glorious
triumph and obtained the true victory.

SWAB#208x, BSW#17.09x, BADM.042-043x, SW__v14#03 p.086x
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AB10231

To: Ruhullah son of Faydullah (Qazvin)
Date: 1899-May-09

O my Lord, my King, my Ruler, and my Sovereign! I call upon
Thee with my tongue, my heart, and my soul, saying: Clothe
this servant of Thine with the robe of Thy care, the raiment of
Thine unfailing help, and the armour of Thy protection. Assist
him to make mention of Thee and to extol Thy virtues amidst
Thy people, and unloose his tongue to utter Thy glorification
and praise in every assemblage held to celebrate Thy unity
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To: May Maxwell
Date: 1899-May-16

O thou beloved gem, who hast fixed thy gaze upon the Horizon
of the Shining Light!

Take heed, and turn thine eyes from all save God! Let thine
heart be enkindled with the fire of the love of God. Rejoice at
the sweet savours of God, and baptize thyself with the Divine
Spirit, overflowing abundantly from the Kingdom of God!

3 Then shalt thou have whatsoever thou dost wish and desire

from the gifts of God, O thou the maidservant of God.
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AB06426

To: Margaret B Peeke
Date: 1899-May-17

O thou who art preparing to receive knowledge from the Herald
of the Kingdom!

I have read thy letter in which thou showed thy desire toward

the divine teachings and the texts of the knowledge of Truth.

Blessed thou art and more blessed thou shalt be if thy feet
be firm, thy heart tranquil through the fragrance of His Holy
Spirit and thy secret and hidden thoughts pure before the Lord
of Hosts! Then, by God the True One! the hosts of the angels
of the Kingdom shall surround thee and convey to all thy limbs
and veins the Spirit of Life; thy tongue shall utter fluently and
distinctly the most eloquent and clear words and thoughts;
thy bosom shall be cheered with joy through the appearance
of the evident texts; thy face shall be illumined, among the
daughters of the Kingdom, with the light of firmness; the door
of glad-tidings shall be opened before thy face and thou shalt
receive knowledge through the symbolic signs descending from
the heavenly Kingdom in the Books and Tablets!
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AB01365

To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1899-May-26

O ye yearning ones who are quickened by the breeze of the love
of God, flowing from the meadows of the Abha Kingdom. By
the One True God, they who are the denizens of holiness, the
gems of detachment, the temples of oneness, are longing for
you, especially this grieving, fugitive, submissive, despondent
and weak Servant. I beseech God to endow me with wisdom,
to bless me by enabling me to gaze upon the countenance of
His loved ones, and to attain the companionship of the radiant
souls in the assemblage of faithfulness. O My Lord, enable me
to attain this blessing, intoxicate me with this wine, illumine
my vision by the sight of the brilliant lights radiating from
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the faces of the beloved and God-fearing ones. Thou art the

Generous, the Giver, the All-Merciful.

Praise be to God, the Bestower of blessings, the Provider of
grace, the Revealer of the point from which the letter “Ha”
came forth, the Shaper of the sun shimmering in the apex of
names, the Scatterer of the stars of dissension abiding in the
temples of desire, the Kindler of the effulgent rays shedding
from the lamp of faithfulness, He Who transforms them into
the stars of His Abha Kingdom. May blessings glory and praise
be upon the holy souls who bowed down, submissive and sac-
rificing, prostrating themselves upon every spot ennobled by
the footsteps of the loved ones of God.

Thereupon, O pure ones of God, My commandments are that
ye cleave unto unity and concord, guard against discord, and
distance yourselves from the people of hypocrisy; that ye be as
one tightly united heavenly body, and become as fully armed
hosts of the Divine, constituting one unified social grouping;
that ye may be elevated by God to a station of distinction
amongst all peoples and nations, and that He may raise your
word amongst the nations, tribes and denominations of the
world and aid ye by the hosts rushing forth from the King-
dom of Glory, and reinforce ye with multitudes and battalions
charging forth from the Concourse on high.

But if ye are best by differences and dissension, your abundance
shall vanish, your limpid streams shall dry up, your Beloved
One shall be angered, your fortunes shall decline, your remedies
shall elude you, your enemies shall prevail against you, those
who despise you shall rule upon you, your gathering shall be
dispersed, your assemblage shall be scattered, the brightness of
your lights shall be darkened, your flame shall be extinguished,
your star shall set, your procession shall be fragmented, your
honour shall be abased, the fire of your torment shall rage,
and ye shall become bodies without souls, chalices without
wine, lamps without light, and ye shall stray rudderless from
the path of truth.

5 I beseech God to unlock before ye the doors of unity in all
matters, purified from all limitations and bondage, clinging to
the robe of oneness and detachment. By the grace of God,
nothing brings joy to the heart of Abdu’l-Baha save the unity
of the loved ones of God, and the loved ones of the pure ones of
God. I ardently ask of God to graciously grant me this great
blessing.
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To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah, in United States
Date: 1899-Jun ca.

O thou who hast spread the Fragrances of God!—may God
confirm thee!

Since thou hast reached America, we have not received any
message announcing to us thy safe and sound arrival there, but
Mr..., in a letter to us, hath endeavored to explain in detail that
thy return was like showers of rain to that country and like the
attack of a lion upon those valleys and mountains. He also
informed us that thou hadst been received there with honors
by the best men; by those whose breasts were dilated by the
gentle breeze coming from the gardens of the Kingdom of God.

O thou who warmest thyself by the fire of the love of God,
spreading from the Tree of the Covenant! Let thy soul be at
ease and thy heart in peace concerning the perfect success and
progress which the pen is not able to express, for in a short time
thou shalt see the flag of the Kingdom waving in those far and
wide regions, and the lights of the Truth shining brilliantly
in its dawn above those horizons, and thou shalt know that
thou art the center of the circle of the love of God, the axis
around which souls revolve in their way and supplication to
God. Therefore, thou must widen thy heart, dilate thy breast,
have patience in plenty, calmness of soul and cut thyself from
everything but God!

By God, the truth is, if thou goest according to the teachings
of El-Abd [‘Abduil-Bah4] and followest the steps of Him who
is annihilated in God, thou shalt see that the cohorts of the
kingdom of God will come to thy help, one after another, and
that the hosts of the Might of God will be in thy presence in
steady succession, the gates of the great victory opened and
the rays of the brilliant morning diffused! By thy life, O my
beloved! if thou didst know what God had ordained for thee,
thou wouldst fly with delight and thy happiness, gladness and
joy would increase every hour! El-Baha be upon thee!

Present to the beloved people of God there my longings for
them. Preach to them the glad-tidings of God. Give my greet-
ings to Sitt [sister] Nabitha and Sitt Labitba, and also to the
honorable maidens of the Merciful God. El Beha is upon them
all.

Present my best greetings to the honorable and spiritual
women, to those who are very much attracted toward God,
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and particularly to that one who has proved that it possible
for a camel to pass through a needle’s eye. May God keep
them in joy and happiness and burning with His love.

TAB.259-261, BWF.363-363x, LTWS.198-199

AB05462

To: Aqa Siyyid Yahya
Date: 1899-Jun

O thou who art alive through the Spirit of Life through the
breaths of the verses! Indeed the magnetic radiance dazzles the
eyes and fixes the gaze when the lights shine forth. However,
those possessed of sight perceive this abundant bounty and
their breasts are expanded thereby. As for the people of the
graves, they lie sleeping in the darkness of the tombs. But
thou, praise be to God, hast acquired a fire and gained a light
and art filled with joy and gladness.

Awaken those sleeping in the beds of ignorance and say: Be
vigilant, O people of fancy, and behold the signs of God which
have spread and diffused throughout all regions. How long will
this heedlessness continue? How long?

Abandon the footsteps of the manifestations of self and passion,
and follow the trace of Him Who is strengthened by intense
power, Who speaks with most wondrous melodies in the gar-
dens of servitude and evanescence, saying: “Lord, Lord! Make
firm my steps upon this path and strengthen my loins in servi-
tude at Thy sacred threshold, O my Lord, the Most Merciful.”
And the Glory be upon thee.
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Date: 1899-Jun-11

O my God, O my God! These are servants who have entered
beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy mercy, who have sought
refuge in the sanctuary of the holiness of Thy compassion, who
have been nursed at the breast of Thy lordship, and who have
found abiding shelter in the precincts of Thy fostering care. O
Lord! Aid them from every direction, open before their faces
the portals of success and salvation, bestow upon them the fruit
of triumph and true life, adorn their outward being with the
bounties of Thy sovereignty, and illumine their inmost hearts
with the lights of Thy mercy. Make them to advance in all
things and to ascend, step by step, unto the loftiest degrees of
felicity, O Thou the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.

Cause their hearts to become the dawning-places of divine in-
spirations and the source of the clear evidences of Thy compas-
sion; gladden their spirits with the glad tidings of Thy oneness;
array their bodies in the vesture of true humanity; endow their
minds with penetrating power to discover the realities of cre-
ated things and the hidden properties of all beings. Make them
the signs of Thy bounty, the evidences of Thy loving-kindness,
the manifestations of Thy traces, and the daysprings of Thy
lights. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Com-
passionate.

And upon the loved ones of God be the glory.
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1899-Jun-17

O my friends and companions! The call is the call of servi-
tude, and the manifestation is the manifestation of thralldom
to the Sacred Threshold. We are utter nothingness and ab-
solute non-existence. Let each of us strive in the obligations
of servitude and exert mighty efforts in the requirements of
bondage, and let us make the garment of servitude adorn the
shoulder of thralldom. Thus may we become the manifestation
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of the confirmations of the Most Great Unity. The attributes of
Lordship and the titles of Divinity are reserved for the Sacred
Being. The utmost praise and glorification for us is effacement
and nothingness, weakness and lowliness at the Threshold of
Grandeur. This is the supreme gift, this is the greatest mercy,
this is the heaven of refuge, this is the most exalted paradise,
this is the sovereignty of earth and heaven, this is transcendent
glory, this is the sublime station, this is the great bounty, this
is the manifest triumph. Blessed are they who attain! May
they who arise be satisfied! May they who seek be nourished!

His Holiness the Martyr, son of the Martyr, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, mentioned those friends in his
writings and offered the highest praise, that the beloved in that
region are like a mighty edifice and an impregnable fortress,
firm in the Covenant and attracted to the Dawning-Place. And
thus it is befitting, for the Ancient Beauty, the Manifest Dawn,
and the Sun of the Great Kingdom (may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones) had a special kindness for the people of the
land of Khurasan, and would always mention the beloved of
Khurasan with the utmost joy and smiling countenance. And
the effects of this bounty are that all are firm and steadfast
in the Divine Covenant. The oppressive and ignorant people
of the Violation gained no influence in those regions, and the
people of doubts were left without hope.

Now, in thanksgiving for this confirmation and success, protec-
tion and bounty of the Glorious Lord, the beloved of God must
strive with perfect wisdom to strengthen the foundations of the
Cause of God, establish and promote the Law of God, diffuse
the fragrances of God, exalt the Word of God, advance souls
in all degrees of existence, educate children, teach beneficial
arts to youth, progress in the stages of civilization, multiply
national industries, promote commerce, improve agriculture,
spread knowledge, educate women, honor the leaves, care for
the handmaidens of the Merciful, create love and unity among
the friends, serve the government, show loyalty to the throne
of sovereignty, wish well for all, and wholeheartedly obey the
zealous king.

His Imperial Majesty (may God assist him in reviving the coun-
try) has, in truth, from early youth and the beginning of his
prosperity, exercised the utmost protection and maintained
the greatest defense of this community, until he ascended the
throne of sovereignty, and during his time adorning the seat
of government, praise be to God, he has kept justice in view.
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Therefore, the friends must serve and sacrifice themselves in
all ranks with perfect determination and sincerity.

O friends of Truth! Listen to these counsels with heart and soul.
If you witness oppression and cruelty from some officials, this
is due to the compulsion of the clergy and the insistence of the
foolish. They transgress of their own accord, but the eternal
government has never been and is not pleased with this, and
provides protection to the extent possible. Therefore, be not
grieved by occurring events, and with complete truthfulness
and uprightness, obey and serve the government and those in
authority, and think of the progress and civilization of all and
the elevation of the country, until you become like unto brilliant
lamps in the civilized world.

in modern
progress. The Ancient Beauty has guided you through all
counsels and covenants to that which causes life and progress
in stations. You must be the party of progress so that you may
become the army of life and the hosts of salvation. Likewise,
divine confirmations have prepared for you the means of
progress from every direction. Soon your brothers from
Europe and America will come to Iran and will establish novel
industries, build works of civilization, various factories, pro-
mote commerce, multiply agriculture, and spread knowledge.
As soon as security and safety reach perfection through the
government’s efforts, they will come and make the territory
of Iran the envy of the world and the object of admiration
for other regions. Then the government will be infinitely
pleased, and this servant’s intentions in well-wishing for the
government and sincerity toward the throne of sovereignty
will become manifest.

O divine friends! This transient world deserves no attachment
and has not had nor will have worthiness of connection. Noth-
ing in this world should be considered important except the
manifestation of human virtues, characteristics, and praisewor-
thy qualities, which are the greatest divine trust, and that
divine radiance is expressed through the appearance of these
counsels and exhortations. And upon you be glory.
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AB10181

To: H Emogene Hoagg, in Port Said
Date: 1899-Jun-17

O thou who art beseeching God and supplicating before the
Kingdom of God!

Blessed art thou; again blessed art thou! For thou art attracted
by the Magnet of the Love of God unto the Centre of the
Holy Spirit, (i.e.) the Messenger-Angel of a perfect purification
and sanctification (which is) holy above the conditions of the
earthly world.

When thou hast become firm in this Cause, the Spirit of Truth
shall help thee, and the Hosts of Heaven shall assist thee.

Amen! T say unto thee! Be rejoiced at this Glad-tidings which
is the greatest means for thy entrance into the Kingdom of
God.

BSTW#008

AB12081

To: Majidi, Farajullah son of Muhammad Mihdi et al., in Tihran

Date: 1899-Jun-21

O my Lord! This is Thy servant who has severed the cord of
his attachment from the earthly realm and cut off the bond
of his connection to the dusty earth, and has attached himself
wholly to the highest zenith, the center of the radiance of the
lights of the divine realm. O Lord! Make easy for him every
hope and accept from him every righteous deed performed in
pursuit of Thy generous countenance. Forgive his misdeeds
and transform them into good deeds, and let not the end re-
sult be regrets. Verily Thou art the Pardoning, the Forgiving.
Verily Thou art the Appreciative Lord. Have mercy upon us
through Thy grace and deal with us according to Thy forgive-
ness. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Loving.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O wife of him who has ascended unto God! Be not grieved, for
this is an ascension to the highest horizon, not a descent into
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the layers of dust. It is a rising in the Most Exalted Heaven,
not a setting in the dark pit. And the Glory be upon thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O Faraju’llah! Although this passing of your father brought
you grief and sorrow, for him it was the greatest relief and
firmest victory. He became joyful while you became sorrowful;
he became grateful while you became grief-stricken. Therefore
you too should be glad that he ascended firm and steadfast.
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To: Aga Mihdi Aqa Dadash (Mazndaran), in Mazandaran
Date: 1899-Jun-26

O God, my God! Thou hearest my sighs and bitter wailing,
my cry and the voice of my lamentation in the depths of these
darksome nights. Thou seest my abasement and lowliness, my
patience and resignation, my poverty and urgent need, my an-
guish, my distress, my grief, and my sorrows throughout my
days.

I render Thee thanks, O Lord, for this tribulation, which I
deem amongst the greatest of Thy bounties and gifts, for it
is endured in the path of Thy love—a love whose flames blaze
within my very heart and soul. This is my wish and my hope,
O my God. This is a soothing balm for my anguish, O my Best-
Beloved; a cooling draught to these parched lips, O my Healer;
the remover of my sorrows, O Thou Who art my Friend.

3 I raise my suppliant hands in prayer to Thee, beseeching Thee
at every morn and eventide, seeking shelter at Thy sublime and
most exalted Threshold, pleading for the intercession of the Pri-
mal Point, Him Who is the Word of Thy oneness, Him Whose
breast was riddled in Thy path by the myriad bullets fired
by the enemies; and I adjure Thee by that hallowed Beauty
Whom Thou didst make a companion of Thy divine counte-
nance when the Dayspring of Thy resplendent Sun shone forth
upon the Supreme Horizon, to ordain for this servant of Thine
the chalice of selflessness from the hands of bounty, to lift the
veil so he may ascend towards Thy sublime Threshold within
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Thine all-glorious Kingdom. Deliver me, then, from the on-
slaught of the people of malice, from the darts of slander and
rancour raining down upon me, from the successive assaults
of the arrows of animosity, and from the spears of calumny
hurled in continuous succession by the leaders of men. Thou
art the God of bounty, the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.

O thou friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although the Sun of Truth
hath set on the horizon of this nether world, yet grace and
bounty are His, for He shineth forth with extraordinary bril-
liance from the hidden realm of souls, above the horizon of the
unseen Kingdom.

After His ascension, all the governments and peoples of the
world expected that His luminous Orb would set and His shel-
tering shade would be withdrawn. They waited for His up-
raised standard to be hauled down and the light shining from
His brow to fade away and be no more. All grace and bounty
are His; for instead, the lamp of His Cause glowed luminous,
and the morning light of His loving providence shone resplen-
dent. The Sinai of His oneness was exalted, and the Sum-
mit of His singleness was raised to even loftier heights. The
standards of His sovereignty were unfurled, and the signs of
His might were made clear and evident to every discerning
soul. The drumbeat of His Divinity reverberated, moreover,
throughout the world, and the bell of His Lordship pealed out
the triumphal summons of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!” from East and
West. At one time, it kindled its flame in America; at another
it shed its radiance upon Africa, and upon the Turk and the
Tajik. At one time, it raised its call among the Slav; at another
it set Cumania ablaze. Its fame hath now been noised abroad
throughout the world, and all the peoples and kindreds of the
earth are in search of it.

And yet, some thoughtless individuals loudly clamour that the
darkest of nights hath arrived and the deepest gloom hath en-
veloped all, that the Cause of God hath been abolished and
His Law annulled, that another hath laid claim to a new reve-
lation, raised the cry of “Verily, I am God”, and exalted himself
above the Ancient Beauty. Their purpose is to use these false
and foolish statements to conceal their own violation and to
shroud the tabernacle of the Covenant of the ever-living Lord
under the frail webs they have woven. Though immersed in
the depths of idle fancies, yet with their lips they profess the
one true faith of God. Though violating the Covenant, yet
they utter the name of the Day-Star of the world. Though
they linger in the darksome night of doubt, yet they cry out:
“Where is the light that shineth on every side from the unseen
realm of the All-Glorious?”
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Certain pure souls, such as Mirza Abu’l-Fadl-upon him rest
the glory of God, the All-Glorious—are engaged day and night
in demonstrating the truth of this blessed Cause through con-
clusive proofs and clear testimonies, recounting the facts and
removing the veils, propagating the Faith of God and diffus-
ing the divine fragrances. Meanwhile, other individuals, like
unto birds of night, strive to sow the seeds of doubt and are
detested and estranged. Behold how great is the difference in
their ways! Our purpose is to fill the whole world with the
fragrance of musk, while others seek to torment the senses of
all peoples and nations with the foul odour of dissension.

At times, they even accuse this servant of claiming Divinity
and assert this allegation to be the basis of their hostility,
whereas ‘Abdu’l-Baha would never barter servitude at the Sa-
cred Threshold for the sovereignty of both worlds; indeed, the
dust of that Sacred Threshold is his refulgent diadem. But
the Slanderer, in a document that is still extant, written in his
own hand and bearing his own seal, hath proclaimed himself
to be the Sun of Truth and laid claim to a revelation greater
than that of the Blessed Beauty. The following are his very
words: “By the righteousness of the Lord! The Greater Day-
Star of God hath appeared, before whom every other sun is
punier than the puniest of things.” And he goeth further still
to say, “These verses were revealed to me while I was still a
child” The Blessed Beauty rejected this claim of his, and it
was at that time that He revealed a Tablet stating: “Should he
for a moment pass out from under the shadow of the Cause...”,
and so forth.

Indeed, in my own writings there doth exist a passage stating
that the Sun of Truth rose from the zodiac sign of Aries and
is now shining resplendent in the sign of Leo. This servant
is still present! As thou hast said, they must address their
questions to me rather than give interpretations according to
their own vain imaginings and personal motives. In making
such a statement, I had in mind no one else except the Bab
and Baha'u’llah, the character of whose Revelations it had
been my purpose to elucidate. The Revelation of the Bab may
be likened to the sun, its station corresponding to the first
sign of the Zodiac-the sign Aries—which the sun entereth at
the Vernal Equinox. The station of Baha'u’llah’s Revelation,
on the other hand, is represented by the sign Leo, the sun’s mid-
summer and highest station. By this is meant that this holy
Dispensation is illumined with the light of the Sun of Truth
shining from its most exalted station, and in the plenitude of
its resplendency, its heat and glory.
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ABO7113

) As to the words “may all eyes be illumined”, these are from

the revered martyr Varqa—may my life be offered up for him.
What thou hast written is correct.

And furthermore, regarding the statement “He who summon-
eth mankind in My Name, he verily is of Me”, these are the
blessed words of the Abha Beauty—may my life be offered up for
His loved ones; the statement is not mine. How grievously hath
he erred who reported such a thing, who spread it abroad, and
who repeated it. “Feeble indeed are the seeker and the sought!”

2 God grant that through the celestial might of the Kingdom and

the power of the Covenant, and through heavenly inspiration,
thou mayest withstand the insinuations of the sowers of doubt,
for their whisperings utterly quench the flame of the Lord’s
burning Fire in the hearts. Kindle thou a flame, and set ablaze
the fire of the love of God! The glory of God rest upon thee.
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p.087

To: Macnutt, Mary J et al.
Date: 1899-Jun-29
He is the All-Desired One! 5 gl g

O you who have believed in God and His Kingdom! I praise
God and thank Him for having blessed you and your respected
wife with entry into the Kingdom of God, illumination with
the light of the knowledge of God, being set ablaze with the
fire of the love of God, and attraction to the fragrances of
God. And if you desire success and prosperity, turn your face
sincerely to God, direct yourself to God, seek nothing but the
good-pleasure of God, strive in what pleases God, seek support
from God, and hold fast to the firm handle that shall never
break. He will soon assist you in what you love and desire.
Therefore remain firm in God’s Covenant. And may the Glory
be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
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Convey my spiritual, heavenly greetings to your respected wife,
and I ask God to heal her broken heart.
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To: Mrs Wolcott
Date: 1899-Jun-29

He is the Most Holy

O you who voice the praise of your Lord! The Divine Word
has been embodied in a luminous form and has shone forth
upon the horizons with brilliant, radiant lights. The universe
has been illumined by that resplendent light which gleams and
sparkles at the center of contingent being. The effects of the
penetrating power of the Word of God will become manifest in
the heart of creation, and centuries and ages shall be stirred by
this glorious century and this new age. For this is the age of the
Peerless Lord. Through God’s bounty, you have an abundant
portion of your Lord’s forgiveness. And upon you be glory.

Abdu’l-Baha

Convey my praise to your children who have taken refuge in
the cave under God’s protection and have sought shelter in the
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AB09058
To: Paul Kingston Dealy, in Fairhope, AB
Date: 1899-Jun-29
He is the All-Desired sgadlley 1

O son of the Kingdom! The divine table, which consists of
heavenly knowledge, hath been sent down from the Kingdom
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of God and spread throughout all regions. Yet those who were
invited did not respond to the call, due to their ignorance, heed-
lessness, pride and vainglory. Praise be to God that we have
answered the call and attended the table, partaking of those
delectable spiritual foods and enjoying this bounty through
which souls are quickened. We shall host nations and tribes at
this table, which is the life of the world.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my greetings and praise to thy honored wife and thy
children who are very dear to me.
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To: Dr Baiz
Date: 1899-Jun-29
He is the Desired One s padll

O luminous lamp! The greatest of lamps, the electric light,
nevertheless illumines only a limited distance nearby for several
hours and miles. But the celestial lamp shines like the brilliant
morning light unto the horizons, its light spreading from the
earthly kingdom to the heavenly kingdom, and its radiance
extending from the Supreme Concourse to the human realm.

Therefore, strive until you acquire a celestial light, a divine
radiance, and a merciful effulgence, so that you may illumine
all those regions with the light of the teachings. And glory be
upon you and upon every sound servant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Convey my greetings to your wife and your children who are
beloved to me, O my dear friend.
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AB09718

To: Mr Lane
Date: 1899-Jun-29

He is the Beloved

O thou who hast diffused the fragrances of truth! Stand thou
firm in the Cause of God like unto a tree firmly rooted, with
massive trunk, spreading branches and abundant fruits, that
thou mayest become the manifestation of that which the glo-
rious Lord hath said in the Gospel: “By their fruits ye shall
know them.” The fruit today is the knowledge of God and the
effulgences of His ancient Kingdom. Give thanks unto God
for having caused thee to yield such fruits and for having il-
lumined thy face with these effulgences, and for having made
thee a teacher of His Cause in those regions.

And upon thee be glory, and upon every eloquent teacher. Con-
vey my greetings to thy respected wife and beloved son.
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To: William James
Date: 1899-Jun-29
He is the Desired One sgpadll g 1

O thou who speakest the Kingdom’s discourse! Rejoice in thy
Lord’s bounty and be glad in what He hath bestowed upon thee.
Let thy breast be dilated through the light of divine knowledge.
He hath made thee taste the honey of certitude and caused thee
to speak His praise in the gatherings of remembrance. He will
assist thee with the breaths of holiness in those regions and
districts. Verily, thy Lord’s bounty upon thee is great, great
indeed. Be thou assured by His all-embracing kindness and
His ancient grace.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
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Greetings and praise be upon thy wife who hath been attracted
by the holy fragrances, and upon thy children who have taken
shelter beneath the Tree of Life.
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AB10272

To: Mr Greenleaf
Date: 1899-Jun-29

He is the Beloved

O thou who callest unto the Word of God! Give thou the glad
tidings unto the people that the gates of the Kingdom have
been opened before the faces of all who dwell on earth.

Therefore, seize ye the opportunity and hasten to enter and
attain the presence of the Lord of Hosts. The spiritual and
celestial power causeth the limbs of the people of the world of
fancy to quake.

And thou, deliver the message of thy Lord and be thou assured
through the grace of thy ancient Lord. Verily, He will assist
thee through the divine command.

And upon thee be glory, and upon every divine teacher.
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AB10174

To: Mrs Fortson
Date: 1899-Jun-29

He is the Existent

O spiritual essence! Women are divided into two categories:
one category consists of those who are physical - these have no
share of thy Lord’s bestowals; and the other category consists
of those who are spiritual - these are like the pulsating arteries
in the body of contingent being.
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Be thou a pulsating vein in the temple of existence so that
thou mayest call all to prostration before the worshipped Lord,
whose bounty is universal, whose traces are widespread, and
whose word hath been proclaimed in the unseen and the seen.

And greetings be upon thee.
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To: James B Thornton Chase
Date: 1899-Jun-29

He is the Beloved

O thou who hast been attracted by the Magnet of the King-
dom! Note that thy Lord hath manifested the Magnet of souls
and hearts in the Pole of the existing world, to which all the
sacred hearts are attracted from the far distant lands and coun-
tries. The iron body is attractable although at long distances
away; but the earthen one is not although in contact and very
close.

Therefore, thank thou God for being an attractable body, to
be drawn to the Magnet of the Kingdom of God. And upon
thee be glory.
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To: Maude Lamson
Date: 1899-Jun-29
He is the Beloved Ol a1

O spiritual reality! By God the True One, verily the dwellers
of the Kingdom pray for thee, inasmuch as thou hast cast away
vain imaginings and God hath opened thy spiritual sight with
the light of recognition and illumined thy countenance with
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a radiance that shineth in the heart of creation. Therefore,
loose thy tongue in praise of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and
awaken those who slumber on the couches of heedlessness and
forgetfulness. Verily, We make mention of thee at all times
and seek for thee continuous confirmations from the Kingdom
of the All-Merciful.
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To: Mimarbashi, in Shiraz
Date: 1899-Jun-30

My Lord and my Hope! This is Your meek servant whose
neck is bound by the chain of servitude to Your exalted thresh-
old and bondage to Your lofty presence, and who has come
to You in humility and submissiveness, with a broken heart,
turning toward Your merciful Kingdom, deriving the fire of
guidance from Your unique Tree whose root is firm and whose
branch extends into heaven. O Lord! Establish in his heart
Your greatest signs and illuminate his sight with witnessing
the manifestations of the outpourings of Your Kingdom which
has gathered and preserved, and make easy for him every dif-
ficult and rough path of conduct, and establish for him a lofty
edifice before which kings and subjects are powerless, and make
him a cornerstone and an elevated, towering, lofty, and exalted
portico in the realm of existence. Verily, You are the Builder,
the Founder, the Powerful One.

20 Safar 1317

O you who are guided by the light of guidance! Be smiling
like a flower and effervescent like wine, for you have entered
such a garden with the soul-refreshing atmosphere of guidance,
and have found repose in the shadow of a mighty palace, and
have laid in the realm of existence such a foundation and basis
that is eternal and everlasting. And the Glory be upon you, O
servant of God.
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AB12639

To: Al-Khalili Al-Jalil
Date: 1899-Jul-09+

O thou who art attracted by the magnet of God’s mysteries!

By thy life! Hearts have overflowed with supreme joy at what
was announced in the inscribed Book concerning the shining
forth of the light in the glass of thy heart on this witnessed
Day. “God is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The
similitude of His Light is as a niche wherein is a lamp.”

We spread forth the hands of supplication unto God, that He
may cause its oil to shine bright though no fire touch it, that
it may be light upon light on the Day of Resurrection, and
that He may give you to drink of the cup whose mixture is of
camphor.

Greetings and praise be upon you.
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AB04842

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1899-Jul-11

O thou who art near to the Supreme Threshold! Without
reading thy letter, I am writing a reply. The confirmations
of the Abha Kingdom encompass us and divine success is our
companion. Be confident! The poet of Rum has said:

When the seed is hidden in the earth,
The secret of the garden’s verdure it becomes.

The first of numbers and origin of numbers is one, and is not
included in numbers. The Throne is one (vahid) and He Who
sits upon the Throne is One (ahad).

Thou hadst mentioned the construction of the sacred edifice
and the raising of the mighty temple, and hadst expressed thy
utmost desire to help carry earth for that lofty structure. God
willing, I shall carry some loads of earth on thy behalf, and
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this indeed is glad tidings that shall illuminate thy face among
the concourse of those drawn nigh. The Glory be upon thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey affectionate greetings on my behalf to the esteemed
spiritual friend Haji Abuy, upon him be the Glory of God, and
to the esteemed brother Aqa Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him
be the Glory of God. We shall carry earth on behalf of each of
them as well. The Glory be upon them both.
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ABO08739

To: Rustam Suhayli
Date: 1899-Jul-11

O merciful Rustam! Though Tahmtan was mighty-limbed
and the champion of every gathering, yet he was wounded by
Sohrab’s mighty mace and fell into a perilous pit through his
brother’s treachery.

Thou who art the divine Rustam of Sistan and the lion of God’s
hosts - scatter the armies of the ignorant and open the fortress
and ramparts of hearts. Put to flight the tyrannical Afrasiyab
and with a single arrow bring down Ashkabus of the demons.

With thy life-giving sword of the tongue, conquer the eastern
realm and bring the western territories under the lofty banner
of the Judge. May thy soul be glad!
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To: Baha’is of Astanih et al.,
Date: 1899-Jul-23

m Qazvin

O my God, my God! You see me in complete humility and con-
trition, communing with You in the hidden recesses of my heart
and the innermost mysteries of my spirit, saying: O Lord, Lord!
Shield Your loved ones within Your impregnable fortress and
Your mighty stronghold. Look upon them with the eye of Your
care and protection, preserve them through the glances of Your
shelter and guardianship, make them signs of unity descended
from the heaven of Your sanctification, and protect them from
the promptings of passion and from following the self that com-
mands to evil. O Lord! Guard them from pride and from fol-
lowing the footsteps of the source of evil. Draw them through
the fragrances of Your holiness, make them steadfast in Your
Cause, helpers of Your Remembrance, and diffusers of Your
sweet savors, lest they falter or fail when this servant tastes
the bitterness of tribulation, or plunges into an ocean of trials
in Your path, or is led to the place of sacrifice in Your love,
or is cast into a dark pit, or is driven by the winds of hatred
to the furthest corner of the earth. O Lord! Strengthen their
loins, fortify their backs, and dilate their breasts through Your
greatest mercy. Verily, You are the Mighty, the Powerful, the
Generous.

O friends of God! The sea of tribulations is surging and the
waves of calamities are assailing. Not a moment passes for the
servant of Baha without severe arrows striking from multiple di-
rections, and ravenous wolves and fierce beasts attacking from
numerous quarters. The cup of sorrows is full to overflowing
and the clouds of anguish pour down their rain. Despite this,
praise be to God, night and day I am gladdened by the remem-
brance of the divine friends and mindful of the spiritual loved
ones. The purpose is that whatever may befall and whatever
affliction may occur to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the friends must not fal-
ter nor the loved ones flag. Rather, they should become more
enkindled than before in their enthusiasm and attraction, and
strive to promote the Cause of God. That is the day of firmness
- when the lights of supreme steadfastness shine forth from the
faces of the loved ones.

Likewise, all the friends of God must arise to serve one an-
other with the utmost humility, submissiveness, lowliness and
contrition. They must strive for perfect unity, harmony, fellow-
ship and oneness. Today, whoever is humble and submissive,
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with no trace of ego remaining, and who arises to serve all
the friends - their face will shine like the moon, radiant and
illuminating in the Abha Kingdom. The Hands of the Cause
of God are like brilliant lamps. Whatever decision they make,
or agreement they reach, or majority vote they achieve, all
must obey and submit. Similarly, it is obligatory upon all the
friends of God, by the decisive sacred text of the All-Merciful,
to pray wholeheartedly for His Majesty the just King and to
make great efforts in obedience and submission. And upon you
be glory.
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ABO01531

To: Karbala’t Mirza Nasrullah Khan, in Shahmirzad
Date: 1899-Jul-26

O you who would test ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Does it befit one like you
to test a servant who is humble and submissive before God?
No, by God! Rather, it is for the Center of the Covenant to
test the people of the world, and not for them to make their
minds the standard of truth and weigh therewith the lights of
dawn. Have you not heard that ‘Ali (peace be upon him) was
standing at the edge of a high cliff when a man of vain imag-
inings addressed him saying: “O Abu’l-Hasan, do you believe
in God’s protection, help, preservation and guardianship?” He
replied: “Yes, this is true, just as you say.” Then that heed-
less one, forgetting God’s remembrance, said: “O ‘Ali, then
throw yourself from this high place down to the depths below
so I may believe that you are confident in God’s protection
and preservation.” ‘Ali (peace be upon him) replied: “It is not
for me to test God, but for God to test me. This would be
an unforgivable sin on my part.” Therefore take heed, O you
who would plunge into the depths of testing, from his words
(peace be upon him), while you test another whom you cannot
comprehend.

Then know that the trinity is identical to the quaternity, and
the quaternity identical to the trinity. This is known to one
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who understands the subtle meaning of words and discovers
the mysteries encoded in the lines of creation and the messages
sent down from on high. Soon what you asked about will be

revealed to you as clear as the sun in the midst of heaven.

Affairs will be transformed and you will say: “Glory be to Him
Who makes souls laugh after they have wept, Who gives life to
decayed bones after their dissolution, Who makes the difficult
easy, Who expands breasts when souls are choking and breath
rattling, Who illumines the darkness with the brilliant light
from the horizon of the mercy of the Jealous Lord, Who raises
up the lowly and brings down the lofty, Who dims the stars
and makes them missiles against the wicked!”

Therefore understand these clear allusions and be at peace in
the remembrance of your Lord in all conditions. Test no one
after this, for testing is God’s prerogative. Man has only to
submit to what was revealed in the Qur’an: “We shall surely
try you with something of fear and hunger, and decrease of
goods and lives and fruits.” And the Glory be upon you.
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ABO07217

To: Aga Muhammad Ali Abyar Masjidi
Date: 1899-Jul-28

O waterer, water every peerless sapling in the stream of divine
unity, and cause the waters of divine knowledge to flow in the
channels of hearts. The Ancient Beauty scattered the seed
of truth in the field of hearts and entrusted its watering to
souls confirmed by the Holy Spirit. The rain of bounty pours
forth from the cloud of His favor and the sweet springs flow
forth through His confirmation and bestowal. With heavenly
confirmation, celestial bounty, and divine aid and grace, cause
this water to flow and spread through the tillage of souls. Then
you will become the true cup-bearer and the gardener of the
rose garden. Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous

greetings to the two blessed sons and their chaste companion.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB10855

To: Ghulam-Rida, in Tihran
Date: 1899-Jul-28

...0 Lord! Though I am a sinner, I place my hopes in Thy
forgiveness. I am destitute and poor; Thou art the Generous,
the Succourer. I am afflicted and lowly; Thou art the Healer
of every sick and captive soul. O Lord! Grant me Thy con-
firmation and bestow upon me Thy grace, that I may arise to
serve, don the robe of bounty, and drink from the spring of
Thy favors. And the Glory be upon thee!
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AB00383

To: Karbala’t Yusuf et al., in Rafsanjan
Date: 1899-Jul-31

Praise be to Him Who hath illumined the horizons with the
light of His Covenant and revealed the mysteries of the Tes-
tament in the realm of being without veil or concealment,
through the influence of the Supreme Pen. By it were the
hearts of the people of understanding stirred, and the breasts
of the people of guidance were dilated, and the hearts of the
faithful soared with joy, and tongues were loosed in praise of
the All-Glorious Beauty, inasmuch as He rent asunder the veil
and the covering, strengthened all with mighty power, and il-
lumined all regions with the resplendent light from on high
through His clear Book of the Covenant and His mighty Char-
ter of the Testament. He made it the Balance of certitude, the
Path of faith, the Gift of the All-Merciful, and the Bounty of
the All-Glorious.
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And salutations and praise be upon the luminous Reality, the
divine Word, the merciful Tree, and the eternal Truth, which
hath shed upon existence in the realm of being the praisewor-
thy Light—salutations that perfume the horizons and cause the
Spirit to appear with penetrating power, illumining all regions
with brilliant, radiant beams.

O God! O Thou Who removeth the veil, bestoweth bounty,
rendeth asunder the covering, and manifesteth the lights! Aid
these servants of Thine to achieve that which Thou lovest and
art pleased with, illumine their faces in Thy mighty Kingdom
through Thy ancient bounty and all-embracing favor, and make
them signs of Thy oneness radiating light, and standards of
Thy glorification waving over the horizons, and waves of the
ocean of Thy knowledge surging over the hearts of the people
of unity. Verily, Thou art the Lord of the Covenant, and verily,
Thou art the Most Generous, the Most Exalted.

O ye servants of God! The Morn of guidance is resplendent,
and the hearts of the faithful are as gardens in full bloom. The
divine breeze is wafting, and the Spirit of God is passing by.
Withered hearts are fresh and verdant, and lifeless frames are
filled with boundless grace and freshness. Turn your nostrils to
the divine garden; the breathings of the Holy Spirit are blowing.
Fix your gaze upon the Abha Kingdom; the ancient bounty is
descending. Turn toward the Most Exalted Horizon; the dawn
of hope is breaking. This grace is among the characteristics
of this most great century, which from beginning to end is
illumined by the mighty light of the Ancient Beauty. Therefore,
seize this opportunity and let not this chance escape you, for
the morning breeze of oneness doth not blow at every moment,
nor do the rays of the Sun of Truth shine forth with such
complete power from the daysprings of all horizons in every
century.

This age is the first age, and this century the greatest of cen-
turies. Though in future centuries the standards of guidance
shall wave over all regions, yet the power of divine confirmation
in this century is greater than in all centuries, and the light of
oneness shineth with mighty rays upon all hearts. One step in
this day is equal to a hundred thousand steps, and one breath
in this time is equal to a hundred thousand breaths, for this is
the beginning of bounty and the time of the intense outpouring
of grace. Its season is the spring season, and its beauty is most
delicate and wondrous. Its freshness is of utmost delicacy, and
its charm is of the highest perfection.

Through the bounty of the Ancient Beauty, it is hoped that
these divine friends will show such steadfastness and firmness
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that the foundations of opposition will be utterly destroyed,
and will manifest such radiance that the darkness of night will
be completely dispelled. May they raise such waves upon the
shores of hearts that the sea of certitude will surge forth, and
diffuse such fragrance that all nostrils will be perfumed.

O loved ones of God!
stancy. O ye who are attracted to the Beauty of Baha! This is
the time for steadfastness and resistance, for detachment and
orientation, for supplication and devotion, and for joy. Today,
should a weak ant arise to uphold the ancient Covenant, it
would become a mighty Solomon, and should an insignificant
atom soar in the atmosphere of the Testament, it would be-
come a radiant star. A drop shall find the waves of the sea,
and an atom shall attain to the zenith of the supreme luminary.
This is decreed and destined, and its effect is like that of the
sealed wine.

This is the time for firmness and con-

The foundation of the Covenant is firm and mighty, and the
light of the Testament is clear and evident. The pride and
heedlessness of the vainglorious shall vanish and pass away like
the darkness of night. This Charter is the effect of the Pen
of the Lord of Resurrection, and this Preserved Tablet is the
result of the Supreme Pen of the King of Manifestation. In
the Qur’an He saith: “We have sent down the Reminder, and
We verily are its Guardian.” It is preserved and protected,
established and clearly set forth. Its foundation is firmly laid.
The hosts of vain imaginings have no power against it, and
the legions of hatred have no influence over it. Ere long ye
shall witness the standard of the Covenant waving over all
horizons, and the light of the Testament shining like the moon
over all the world. On that day shall the hearts of them that
are steadfast rejoice, and the skins of them that break the
Covenant shall quiver. Lo! they are indeed in manifest loss.
And glory be upon you!
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To: Baha’is of Kashan
Date: 1899-Aug-01

O lovers of God! From the Supreme Kingdom comes the glad
tidings of divine favor, and from the Abha Realm wafts the
breeze of heavenly gift. The call of the All-Merciful is raised
from the horizon of the unseen, and through the power of the
Most Great Name the hosts of doubt are broken and routed.

The might of the Covenant has set the heart of the horizons
in motion, and the power of the Testament has quickened the
spirit of the universe. The divine Israfil has bestowed eternal
life upon those intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant, and
the merciful Gabriel has revealed to sanctified hearts the verse
of the Testament.

One group is in rapture and joy from this melody of the Abha
Kingdom, while another group is immersed in the depths of las-
situde, inadequacy and gloom. From the song of the nightin-
gale of the rose garden, those alive with love are filled with
eagerness and joy - not the crows of hatred and envy; and
from the sweet fragrance of the garden of truth, the nightin-
gales of the rose garden are brought to ecstasy and delight -
not the dung beetles of ignorance and hellfire.

Therefore give thanks to His Holiness the One that you are the
nightingales of this garden and the doves of this meadow and
grove. And the glory be upon you.
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ABO01836

To: Baha’is of Rangoon
Date: 1899-Aug-02

O ye who are attracted by the Holy Spirit! His honor Aqa
Siyyid Mahdi and his honor Aqga Siyyid Isma’il and his honor
Aga Ghulam-Husayn have arrived and given great praise of
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those divine friends who, praise be to God, have been deliv-
ered from the darkness of fancy and desire and have been il-
lumined by the light of guidance. Through the outpourings
of the Kingdom of holiness they are in the utmost growth and
development and in complete attraction to the breaths of God.

O ye divine friends! This Day is a mighty Day and its duration
is the ultimate bounty of the Lord, the All-Bountiful. The
dawning is the dawning of the manifest light. The morn of
certitude has risen and the supreme horizon is shining. The
atoms of all created things are in vibration and motion, and the
reality of existence is advancing toward maturity and receiving
grace from a praiseworthy station. The lights of the virtues
of the Most Great Cycle have shone upon the world and the
bounties of this honored Cycle have reached the universe. The
pavilion is so lofty that it has transcended the highest heaven,
and the divine springtime downpour is such that it has made
all the regions of contingent being verdant and flourishing.

The souls who today are benefiting from these outpourings and
profiting from these gifts are verses of the unity of the Glorious
Lord and lights of the sanctification of the Peerless, Unique Lu-
minary. Therefore, strive and exert mighty efforts that each of
you may become a sign among the greatest signs and a flame
from the fire kindled in the Sinaic Tree. Show no laxity in the
Cause of God and accept no shortcoming. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in
great peril from the hands of the enemies. Let it not be that
you become faint or disturbed when tribulation descends. The
Ancient Beauty’s sovereignty in the Most Great Kingdom is
eternal and everlasting. The hosts of His confirmation descend
successively and the lights of His sanctification shine continu-
ously. The friends must fix their gaze upon the Supreme Hori-
zon, not upon the weak frame of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This frame
must assuredly be effaced and vanish in the path of the Glori-
ous Lord. You who are signs of the favors of the Luminary of
the horizons must illumine the world and show obedience to
the Hands of the Cause of God, and in every breath be alive
and refreshed through the sweet-scented breaths of the Abha
Kingdom. And the glory be upon you.
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To: Muhammad Unis Khalifih (Rangun), in Mandalay
Date: 1899-Aug-02

O true spiritual heavenly descendant of Jamal Effendi! When
his holiness Jonah became the companion of the whale in its
belly and in infinite confinement, he cried out and sighed. He
was patient, showed forbearance, repented and turned to God,
saying “There is no god but Thee.” Therefore from these
depths he reached the dawning-place of verses, and from drown-
ing he hastened to the shore of the Lord of Lords. He found
shelter in the shade of the gourd tree of certitude and was
supported by hosts numbering “a hundred thousand or more.”
He filled Nineveh with melodies and made the dusty earth the
envy of verdant paradise. Therefore you, who are the Jonah
of the love of God, become the companion of God’s gift. Find
deliverance from the darkness within the whale of contingent
existence and rest in the shade of the blessed tree, so that you
may become the guide of every melody in that land and make
the Nineveh of the horizons the dawning-place of radiance. Do
not marvel at divine grace and confirmation, for the power of
the gifts of the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones) can transform dust into celestial spheres and
weeds into roses and sweet basil, can make thorns into flowers
and dry branches into roses and hyacinths.

O God! Assist this servant to promote Thy mighty Cause and
to spread the sweet fragrance of Thy wondrous remembrance
and to raise high Thy lofty standard and to reveal Thy ancient
mystery. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the
Great, verily Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful.
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To: Darvishes et al., in Bahar
Date: 1899-Aug-06

O Generous Lord! The star of Thy bounty has shone upon
the world of creation and the ocean of Thy favors has surged
over all beings. The cloud of Thy mercy is overflowing and the
fire of Thy love is ablaze. The Divine Gardener has arranged
the flowers of knowledge in the avenues of hearts, bestowing
infinite freshness and grace. The breeze from the garden of Thy
oneness has revived the world, and the rays of the sun of Thy
generosity have illumined the hearts of friends. The cup of the
wine of Thy love has intoxicated the lovers, and the wondrous
melody of Thy Kingdom has set all atoms of creation in motion.
From every direction rises the cry of praise and glorification,
and from every region ascends the anthem of sanctification and
celebration. In every corner there is tumult and clamor, and in
every thicket the cry of deep contemplation. In every garden
Thy celestial birds are singing and warbling, and in every rose
garden the nightingale of Thy unity harmonizes with spiritual
melodies. The horizons are stirred and the regions resound
with Thy fame and call, while the atoms of existence soar in
the heights of Thy bounty.

Gather these scattered ones in the assembly of Thy grace, and
grant these homeless ones shelter and refuge in the protection
of Thy bounty. Quench this thirsty land and transform this
mirage of separation into the wine of reunion. Make the bar-
ren trees full of blossoms and flowers, and grant provision and
sustenance to the helpless poor. Bestow wings upon the broken-
winged, assist the fallen, and be a helper and protector to the
helpless. Nurse the suckling infants at the breast of Thy grace,
and nurture the speechless children in the cradle of Thy bounty.
Sanctify souls from self and desire, and enlighten hearts with
the light of guidance. Purify hearts from every defilement and
transform souls into a mystic rose garden through Thy great
kindness.

O Lord! We are sinners - have mercy. O Gracious One! We
are oppressors - grant pardon and forgiveness. We are caught
in every snare - grant freedom. We are in prison and chains
- set us free. Transform this darkness of hearts into the light
of guidance, and change these carnal desires into the spirit
of piety, that we may soar in the life-giving atmosphere of
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detachment and become intimate with the remembrance of Thy
face and attributes. Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, and
Thou art the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
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AB10924

To: Shahriyar Ardishir
Date: 1899-Aug-10

O Prince! May the King of Heaven assist thee! Place thy
trust in God and turn away from the world, for He giveth life
while it taketh it away; He is the Cherisher of justice while it is
the oppressor; He nurtureth while it censureth. The tyrannical
ones of the ages are themselves tyrannical, not time itself. May
thy soul be happy!
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AB06023

To: Isfandiyar Gushtasb Qasimabadi
Date: 1899-Aug-11

O Isfandiyar, though Pur-i-Gushtasb was bronze-bodied and
iron-natured, he found no escape from the arrow of Tahamtan’s
bow and received the sharp dart in his eye, hastening from this
world to the next.

Praise be to God that He made you bronze-souled and iron-
hearted - a hundred thousand arrows and darts of the ignorance
of the ignorant passed you by, and the steel sword of the blind
oppressors had no effect.

You possess a foundation of the essence of the world of the
spirit, and a nature from the radiance of the divine cosmos.
What more do you want, what more do you seek, what more
do you desire?
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You have the treasure of spirit in your sleeve and a face like
the sublime paradise, for you bear in your countenance a ray
from the sun of the supreme heaven and in your character a
fragrance from the rose garden of God. May your spirit be
joyful!
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To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd
Date: 1899-Aug-22

O guardian of the Divine Threshold! Thy eloquent letter - a
melodious song of the nightingale of the rose-garden - was re-
ceived and brought joy to the friends in the gathering. In truth,
I say, it was a wave from the ocean of the love of God, and a
casket of the pearls of divine knowledge. Its pearls of meaning
and brilliant gems were a radiant light dispelling the darkness
of sorrows, and the rains of countless bounties washing away
the dust of grief. Its reading brought the utmost gladness, and
its recitation yielded boundless joy.

2 Praise be to God that that divine gathering is occupied with
the holy fragrances of the Lord and stands firm, day and
night, in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. Today the world-
illumining flame is steadfastness and firmness in the Covenant
of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. Praise be to God that
those friends are fixed and firm like an impregnable fortress,
trembling not from any earthquake, stumbling not at any time.
Rather, they are like a wall of steel against the mighty flood
of tests, and like soaring eagles against the ill-omened owl of
doubts.

That censured people’s foundation is as a spider’s web, their ed-
ifice built upon loose soil like the frailest of houses. Their drink
is a mirage, their food from the tree of Zagqum on the Day of
Reckoning. Their life is death, their refuge the source of afflic-
tions. They are inexperienced children and those whose breath
is cut off in sleep. Like foolish ones, they are proud of pottery,
not pearl-filled shells; like dung beetles intoxicated with the
stench of ash-heaps, not the fragrance of the perfumed rose-
garden. They are earth-worms dwelling in the lowest depths,
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diffusers of the manifest horizon.

At every moment they bring forth some pretext, and like ravens
of cruelty make their nests in the ash-heap of autumn. With
blind eyes they cry out “Where is the light?” and with deaf
ears they raise objecting cries against these melodies of the
birds. They are in the lowest earthly plane yet wish to observe
the shining moon; they are upside down in the pit of doubts
yet seek to hear the evident verses. They are lost in the desert
of uncertainty yet count themselves on the highway of certi-
tude; they are wandering in the wilderness of ignorance yet
consider themselves on the shore of the sea of assurance. They
are violators of the Covenant yet call themselves the pole of
all horizons; they are destroyers of the Testament yet deem
themselves builders of its edifice.

Alas and a thousand times alas that through envy they have
become captives of the rope of palm fiber, and through wrath
have become carriers of firewood. Therefore, O true friend
and spiritual companion, gird up thy loins firmly and stand
steadfast. Like a fierce lion, make an attack upon these crafty
foxes, and like an eagle soaring in the Covenant, put to flight
these hostile ravens from the field.

i And upon thee be Glory.
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AB09341

To: Mulla Khusraw
Date: 1899-Aug-22

O sovereign of the realm of wisdom, put on the crown of divine
bestowal and take your seat upon the ever-fortunate throne of
divine sovereignty. Be blessed with success. Seek a ray of
divine favor and soar from the depths of the well to the height
of the moon. Kindle your face and burn away the veil of the
world’s ignorance.

Loose your tongue in praise of God and engage in prayer to
the merciful Lord, for His fame has spread throughout East
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and West and His bounty has reached every land and country.
Offer praise and prayer - may your soul be gladdened!
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To: Mulla Nushiravan Husaynabadi
Date: 1899-Aug-22

O Nushirvan! May thy spirit be sweet and thy melody delight-
ful!

2 Nushirvan the Just spread the fame of his justice to every land
and left his name immortal. Thou hast a sweet spirit and art
a Nushirvan. Take up the cup of sweetness from the ancient
world, prepare the feast of the Covenant, and raise the call
of “drink ye!” in the gathering of those intoxicated with the
wine of God’s love, that every mind may be awakened and
every awakened one become intoxicated with the chalice of the
Covenant of the Lord. May thy soul be well!
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To: Khudabakhsh
Date: 1899-Aug-22

O Khudabakhsh! Be a divine gift and be wise and noble. Be a
needy one at the threshold of God and be longing for the coun-
tenance of the merciful Lord. Today the bounty of God is the
Covenant, and this world-illumining ray has kindled and en-
lightened every heart. But any heart that received no portion
became dark and constricted like a furnace.

Be thou happy that thou hast found such a heart-attracting
bounty, recognized the merciful Lord, and remained firm in His
Covenant. May thy soul be happy.
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To: Gudarz
Date: 1899-Aug-22

O Gudrarz the kind, Gudrarz was brave and a lion-tamer,
but his sword and blade were wooden, for they were effec-
tive against earthly bodies but not against bodies of brass and
mountains of iron.

He was the Gudrarz of Iran - be thou the Gudrarz of God and
the Faramarz of the All-Merciful Lord.

Array the battle of eleven men and demolish the foundation
of the covenant-breakers, for that foundation is of straw and
chaff, not of radiant jewels.

May thy soul be happy.
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AB10969

To: Mihraban son of Gudarz
Date: 1899-Aug-22

O kind son of Guderz!

Guderz of the Kayanids had a son like Giv the chief who
searched for the lost Kay Khusraw in Turkistan. You too are a
Guderz of the people of God - seek in the wilderness of divine
grace for the hidden heavenly Kay Khusraw, deliver him from
the hands of the oppressive demons, and bring him as a gift to
the land of God. May your soul be happy.
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AB05449

To: Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Gulistanih, in Port Said
Date: 1899-Oct-29

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

His Holiness ‘Andalib has opened his tongue in praise of your
honor and has given eloquent testimony that that enraptured
lover of the Beauty of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, with
a heart burning with the fire of the love of God and a tongue
speaking in remembrance of the All-Merciful, is occupied in the
gatherings of the friends with praise of the Lord. This news
has had an effect on the hearts of the loving friends. All have
engaged in praise of that kind friend and raised their hands in
prayer, saying:

O Kind Lord! Make that blessed servant steadfast in this lofty
station, that this sufferer may find release from every pain,
seek healing for the soul, and soar to the exalted pavilion. O
Merciful One! Nourish this fresh and verdant sapling with the
drops of the cloud of bounty, and through the dewdrops of fa-
vors keep it ever green and flourishing. Thou art the Bestower,
the Illuminator, and the Creator. Praise be unto Thee, and
glory be unto Thee.

And upon thee be Glory.
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AB00410

To: Baha’is of Khalajabad et al.
Date: 1899-Oct-31

O ye who are as glass chimneys of the resplendent Lamp of
the Covenant! Divine realities that are firm in the Covenant
and derive light from its effulgence are like luminous vessels
wherein shines the candle of the Covenant. The lights of the
Testament shine upon that glass and from the glass unto all
horizons. This is why He saith: “And in your own selves; will
ye not then see?” When thou gazest upon the horizons, thou
beholdest the radiant effulgence, yet the center of these lights
is in the hearts of the righteous. “We will show them Our
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signs in the horizons and in themselves until it becomes clear
to them that this is the truth.”

His honor Qabil, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God,
hath in his epistles made mention of the steadfast friends, that
each is a fragrant flower in the rose-garden of the love of God
and an illuminating candle in the gathering of the knowledge of
God. Their tongues are ever engaged in chanting the verses of
unity, and their hearts are in communion with the Concourse
of the Abha Kingdom. Night and day they burn with the soul-
consuming fire that melteth all veils, and in the gathering of
intimacy they are as night-illumining candles. They are ever
occupied with the remembrance of the Ancient Beauty and
beneath the shadow of the Educator of all peoples they are
anemones in the garden of divine realities and faithful com-
panions to the wanderers in the path of the Friend. They take
pride in serving the friends and are renowned for their servi-
tude at the Sacred Threshold.

At times they recite verses and at other times they chant
prayers. Now they smile at the bounties of the All-Merciful,
and again they weep at the state of this Wronged One. By day
they shine forth like unto candles, and by night, like moths,
they burn their wings around the Lamp of the Covenant. This
is from the infinite bounty of the Lord that they have been sin-
gled out for such a gift and blessed with such a favor. “Thou
givest to whom Thou willest, and Thou exaltest whom Thou
willest, and Thou choosest for Thy mercy whomsoever Thou
willest.”

O friends! The grace and bounty of the Adored One flow like
a treasure stream with endless outpouring. Seize this oppor-
tunity and drink from the spring of favors the pure water of
divine bestowals. Turn ye to the Kingdom of the Unseen and
seek your portion from the reality of certitude. This world is
the nest of earthly birds, not the realm of celestial doves. It
is the world of dust, not the luminous realm. Therefore, be-
come ye alive through the pure spirit and wing your flight to
the Kingdom of heaven. Be ye humble and submissive, and
seek utter lowliness and supplication. Arise to serve at the Sa-
cred Threshold like ‘Abdu’l-Baha in complete effacement and
evanescence, that ye may bow your faces to the dust of lowli-
ness and need, saying “We have not worshipped Thee as Thou
deservest to be worshipped” and “We have not known Thee as
Thou deservest to be known.”

5 The temple of this servant is adorned with the raiment of low-
liness, not the garment of pride, and the head of this lowly one
is honored by the crown of humility and need, not of privilege
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and distinction. We are all servants at the Threshold and self-
sacrificing attendants. Glory, greatness, grandeur and majesty
befit the Lord’s court, while that which befits the servant and
brings honor to the Center of the Covenant is servitude at the
Threshold of Oneness and bondage at the Court of the Lord.
This is the glorious crown and this is the light of the devoted
servant.

i Today the world is illumined by the light of servitude and

adorned with the flowers of lowliness. As much as ye are able,
become partners with ‘Abdu’l-Baha and companions of this

one who is immersed in the sea of effacement and nothingness.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB11049

To: Aqa Mirza Yahya Kalimi Amidul-Atibba, in Rasht
Date: 1899-Nov-04+

My Lord, the Ultimate Goal of my hopes and the End of my
aspirations! I beseech Thee, supplicating before Thy exalted
threshold, Thy holy and most high court, and Thy vast and
spacious sanctuary, to assist this servant to arise to call out
in Thy Name amongst the people and to cry out to Thy most
exalted Kingdom.

Verily Thou art the Helper of whomsoever Thou willest, and
verily Thou art the Bestower, the Merciful.
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AB11403

To: Wife of Haji Muhammad Tahir
Date: 1899-Nov-04+

O my Lord! I beseech the Kingdom of Thy oneness and the
Dominion of Thy singleness to guard this servant beneath the
shadow of Thy protection and safekeeping, and to preserve him
within the cave of Thy care and shelter. Verily, Thou art the
All-Protecting, the All-Bountiful.
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ABO00988

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Iran
Date: 1899-Nov-10

O trusted one of God! The Ancient Beauty trained you for
many years for this Day, so that today you might shine forth
like a darkness-consuming candle and make all souls firm and
steadfast in God’s Covenant and Testament. Even if like pure
gold you must be melted in the fire of tribulations - burn and
endure. Now is the time for the field of action and testing of
men, for the mighty edifice of God’s Cause rests upon the pillar
of the Covenant and Testament, and the heaven of God’s reli-
gion is illumined and radiant through the star of the Covenant.

God forbid that if some ungrateful person should assault this
pillar, not a single nail would remain to uphold the divine
pavilion and the merciful tabernacle, not a single lamp would
remain lit in the divine gathering. The House of God would
be buried from its very foundation, the Cycle would become
futile and the laws nullified. The sea of bounty would cease
to surge, the river of grace would be cut off, the breeze of life
would stop blowing and the sail of the Ark of Salvation would
be furled. The luminous morn would turn to darkest night, the
Dayspring of hopes would become shrouded by clouds of grief.

All these efforts would be wasted and all this pure blood shed
would be fruitless. The sacred blood of the martyrs would be
scattered to the winds, and the memory and influence of the
blessed breast of His Holiness the Exalted One being pierced
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by a hundred thousand arrows of hatred would vanish. The
fifty years of afflictions endured by the Blessed Beauty - the
plunder and pillage, imprisonment and beating, insult and tor-
ture, wandering and exile, threats of sword and dagger, and
the weight of chains and fetters - all would be wasted and for-
gotten, becoming a source of mockery for enemies and pleasure
for the hateful ones.

Therefore in every street and plain that you pass through, cry
out: “This Covenant is the Covenant of Alast, and this Testa-
ment is the Ancient Testament! The armies of the Kingdom
of God assist this Covenant, and the hosts of the Concourse
on High protect this foundation. It is the continuous and en-
during ray of the Sun of Truth and the brilliant lamp of the
gathering of the Divine Unity. It is the strong rope and the
manifest light. It is the firm handle and the fruit of the blessed
tree. It is the Preserved Tablet and the Written Book and the
Outstretched Parchment. It is the Covenant - the Covenant!
It is the Testament - the Testament! It is mentioned in all the
scriptures and books, and recorded in all the scrolls of the an-
cients and tablets of the latter ones. It is the ruler of the most
great crisis and the balance of the Day of Reckoning. It is the
Ark of Salvation and the refuge on the Day of Return. It is
the holy fragrances of the Lord God and the life-giving breezes
from the gardens of the Creator. It is the mighty fortress and
the strong shelter. It is the firm pillar and the essence of all
books and scriptures of the Old and New Testament. Blessed
is he who holds fast to it, clings to it, stands firm in it, whose
heart is strengthened by its verses, and who is gathered be-
neath its banners.”

And upon you be glory.

SW_ v084:16 p.213-214x
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ABO08370

To: James B Thornton Chase
Date: 1899-Dec

O thou who hast set thy face towards the Kingdom:

Verily, I say unto thee: Should a spark from the fire of the love
of God alight upon a heart, and the flame thus generated be
fanned, then gradually its ardour will intensify until a confla-
gration is produced whose blaze shall mount up to the highest
heaven. Prepare then, for the blazing in thine heart of this
enkindled fire, for the raining from thine eyes of copious tears,
and for the sundering of thy patience in attraction to the Abha
Kingdom.

Verily, I say unto thee: When thou hearest this call, slacken not
in thy commemoration of the Lord, nor falter in thy diffusion
of His fragrances, but rejoice thou at the bestowals which shall
erelong shine forth like unto the sun in the zenith of America.

TAB.3:

0

AB11189

Date: 1899

O Helper of the oppressed! The protection and safeguarding
by the eternal government has gladdened and delighted the
distressed hearts of those who have been wronged... Make this
just sovereignty everlasting... May it endure forever and ever
for the authorities.
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AB09224

To: Lotfullah Mowhibat, in Tihran

Date: 1899 ca.

O thou servant of Baha! When thy letter was opened, the famis =28 6358 O Slask Ls *ouks (!

fragrance of sincerity was diffused therefrom. The breeze of
the love of God wafted. Hearts found joy and delight.

From the ancient bounty and new bestowals which successively
arrive from the invisible Kingdom of the Most Glorious, mayest
thou receive an abundant portion, find an unlimited share, and
obtain an unbounded measure.

The glance of favor is all-encompassing and the bounty of be-
stowal is perfect. Strive thou to become a sign of guidance and
a mirror of the Concourse on High. And upon thee be Glory!
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Study guide to this volume

Volume 119 gathers writings and recorded utterances from 1899, the year that brought to ‘Akké
the first group of Western pilgrims — the party led by May Bolles (later Maxwell), including her
friend Laura Clifford Barney and several other North Americans — an event that ‘Abdu’l-Baha
himself described as marking a new stage in the unfoldment of the Faith. The volume moves
between two sharply contrasting modes: on one hand, letters in Persian to communities in Iran
and the Caucasus, saturated with the vocabulary of Covenant defense, steadfastness under attack,
and urgent warnings against wavering; on the other hand, the intimate oral utterances recorded by
the Western pilgrims, addressed in English through interpreters and preserved in pilgrim notes, in
which ‘Abdu’l-Bahé turns to greet a new world that the Faith is entering. The tension between
these two modes is itself historically eloquent: the Centre of the Covenant is simultaneously warding
off betrayal from within the oldest layers of the community and welcoming the vanguard of a global
expansion. The thematic arc of the volume moves from suffering willingly embraced as a divine gift,
through the conditions of true spiritual presence, to the ethics of unity and love as the sole basis
on which the new community in the West can fulfill its mission, and finally to the institutional and
symbolic dimensions of religious continuity.

Tribulation as Divine Bounty: The Prayer of Gratitude

Key Passages

O God, my God! Thou hearest my sighs and bitter wailing, my cry and the voice of
my lamentation in the depths of these darksome nights. Thou seest my abasement and
lowliness, my patience and resignation, my poverty and urgent need, my anguish, my
distress, my grief, and my sorrows throughout my days.

I render Thee thanks, O Lord, for this tribulation, which I deem amongst the greatest
of Thy bounties and gifts, for it is endured in the path of Thy love — a love whose
flames blaze within my very heart and soul. This is my wish and my hope, O my God.
This is a soothing balm for my anguish, O my Best-Beloved; a cooling draught to these
parched lips, O my Healer; the remover of my sorrows, O Thou Who art my Friend. —
ABO00195

After His ascension, all the governments and peoples of the world expected that His
luminous Orb would set and His sheltering shade would be withdrawn. They waited for
His upraised standard to be hauled down and the light shining from His brow to fade
away and be no more. All grace and bounty are His; for instead, the lamp of His Cause
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glowed luminous, and the morning light of His loving providence shone resplendent.
The Sinai of His oneness was exalted, and the Summit of His singleness was raised to
even loftier heights. The standards of His sovereignty were unfurled, and the signs of
His might were made clear and evident to every discerning soul. The drumbeat of His
Divinity reverberated, moreover, throughout the world. — ABO00195

Context for Study

The prayer that opens AB00195 is among the most intimate documents in ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s corpus:
he addresses God directly, cataloguing his own abasement and the full weight of his suffering —
the slanders of the Covenant-breakers, the attacks of enemies, the anguish of a community he
must hold together from a prison cell — and then, in a single pivotal turn, thanks God for every
element of this suffering because it is endured “in the path of Thy love.” The logic is close to Paul’s
language in Romans 5 (“we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance”) but differs in that ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd does not look to a future resolution; the suffering
is the gift in itself. This is closer to the Sufi understanding of bald’ (affliction) as a sign of divine
attention, or to Job’s final acknowledgment of God’s sovereign otherness, than to either Christian
theodicy or Stoic endurance. The second passage shifts from prayer to historical argument: the
world’s expectation that the Cause would collapse after Baha’u’llah’s ascension proved entirely
wrong. This argument from unexpected persistence — the Cause spread rather than contracted —
is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s empirical rejoinder to the Covenant-breakers’ claim that without a living Prophet
the Faith was finished. The expansion to America, Africa, and beyond was the evidence. Mystics
from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib to Rabi‘a al-‘Adawiyya to John of the Cross have articulated the paradox
that the beloved’s wound is simultaneously the most acute pain and the most desired condition;
‘Abdu’l-Bahé gives that paradox its institutional and historical dimension.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé transform tribulation from an obstacle to a proof? What assumptions
about divine providence underlie this transformation?

2. Compare his prayer of gratitude for suffering with the Sufi doctrine of bald’ (affliction as divine
attention), with Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12), and with Job’s experience of
God’s answering whirlwind. What is shared and what is distinctive in each case?

3. The second passage offers an empirical argument: the unexpected expansion of the Faith
after the Ascension proves that God’s hand guides it. How does this evidential approach to
providence compare with Hegel’s “cunning of reason” or with providential histories in the
Jewish prophetic tradition?

4. What spiritual disciplines would enable a person to genuinely experience tribulation as a
“cooling draught” rather than as a cruel irony? How have different traditions taught such a
transformation?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha frames his personal suffering as inseparable from the suffering of the Cause
itself. What does this fusion of personal and institutional grief reveal about the nature of his
role as Centre of the Covenant?
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The First Western Believers: Faith as a Rock

Key Passages

Pray that your hearts may be cut from yourselves and from the world, that you may be
confirmed by the Holy Spirit and filled with the fire of the love of God. The nearer you
are to the light, the further you are from the darkness; the nearer you are to heaven,
the further you are from the earth; the nearer you are to God, the further you are from
the world.

You have come here among the first and your reward is great. There are two visits;
the first is for a blessing; then ye come and are blessed and are sent forth to work in
God’s vineyard; the second ye come with music and the banners flying, like soldiers, in
gladness and triumph to receive your reward. — ABU1324

I give you a commandment which shall be for a covenant between you and Me — that
ye have faith, be steadfast as a rock that no storms can move, that nothing can disturb,
and that it endure through all things even to the end; even should ye hear that your
Lord has been crucified, be not shaken in your faith; for I am with you always, whether
living or dead, I am with you to the end. As ye have faith so shall your powers and
blessings be. This is the balance — this is the balance. — ABU1324

Context for Study

The words addressed to the first Western pilgrims are among the most charged in the entire volume.
‘Abdu’l-Bahd is speaking to people who do not share his language, his culture, or his inherited
religious vocabulary; the interpreters between them make the encounter already an act of translation
in more than a linguistic sense. Yet the counsel he gives is universal and uncompromising: cut the
heart from the world, be filled with the Holy Spirit, stand firm as a rock. The image of the two
visits — the first for blessing and commissioning, the second in triumph — echoes the structure
of Christian spiritual pilgrimage, from the initial via purgativa to the final via unitiva, or from
the disciples’ first gathering around Jesus to the final reunion at the parousia. The commandment
sealed with the refrain “This is the balance, this is the balance” alludes to the Qur’anic image of
the scale (mizdn) of divine judgment while translating it into a psychological and spiritual measure:
the degree of one’s steadfastness is exactly proportional to the degree of one’s powers and blessings.
The comparison to crucifixion is deliberately startling: ‘Abdu’l-Baha warns the Western believers
— whose cultural imagination was formed partly by the Passion narrative — that they may hear
reports of his suffering or apparent defeat and must hold fast regardless. The echo of Christ’s own
words to the disciples on the night before the Crucifixion is unmistakable: “I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18). The spiritual logic belongs to every tradition that has
had to survive the apparent absence or defeat of its founder.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha tells the Western pilgrims that “even should ye hear that your Lord has been
crucified, be not shaken.” What does this deliberately chosen image communicate to a Chris-
tian audience, and how does it reframe the meaning of faith under persecution?
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2. The parallel structure “the nearer you are to the light, the further you are from the darkness”
is a formal expression of the principle that spiritual proximity to God entails distance from
worldly attachment. How does this compare with the principle of tawakkul (trust in God) in
Islamic spirituality and with Christian detachment in the apophatic tradition?

3. The counsel to “have your hearts cut from yourselves” recalls Jesus’s saying “whoever loses
their life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 16:25). Where does the Bahd’i formulation
converge with this gospel logic, and where does it open a distinct perspective?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé frames the pilgrimage as having two stages: commissioning and triumph. How
"y

does this structure relate to the broader Baha’i understanding of service, sacrifice, and even-
tual spiritual reward?

5. The Western believers are explicitly told they are “among the first” What obligations and
what spiritual perils attach to being early, when the community is small and the cause is
exposed to ridicule and attack?

Love as Social Covenant: The Candle and the Community

Key Passages

Another commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another even as I love you.
Great mercy and blessings are promised to the peoples of your land, but on one condition:
that their hearts are filled with the fire of love, that they live in perfect kindness and
harmony like one soul in different bodies. If they fail in this condition the great blessings
will be deferred. Never forget this; look at one another with the eyes of perfection; look
at Me, follow Me, be as I am; take no thought for yourselves or your lives, whether ye
eat or whether we sleep, whether we are comfortable, whether we are well or ill, whether
ye are with friends or foes, whether ye receive praise or blame; for all of these things we
must care not at all. — ABU1702

Look at Me and be as I am; ye must die to yourselves and to the world, so shall ye
be born again and enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Behold a candle and how it gives its
light. It weeps its life away drop by drop in order to give forth its flame of light. —
ABU1702

Context for Study

The farewell address recorded in ABU1702 crystallizes the ethical program of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s min-
istry to the West. The commandment to mutual love explicitly echoes Jesus’s farewell discourse in
John 13-17 (“As I have loved you, so you must love one another”), but the social program it lays
out is more concrete and more demanding than the Johannine original: it requires not only love but
unity as a precondition for the entire mission of the Western community. The conditional structure
is striking — “if they fail in this condition the great blessings will be deferred” — because it links
the spiritual fate of an entire region not to individual virtue but to communal harmony. This is
characteristic of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s social theology: the individual’s spiritual life is inseparable from
the quality of the community she inhabits. The image of the candle is perhaps the volume’s single
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most arresting metaphor: the candle gives light by consuming itself, “weeping its life away drop
by drop.” Service, in this vision, is constitutive: the very act of self-expenditure is the light itself,
and seeking an external goal beyond that act of giving misses the point entirely. In Islamic moral
theology the concept of ithar (altruistic preference for others over oneself) approaches this ideal; in
Christian mysticism the kenotic emptying of Christ for the sake of creation is the nearest analogy;
in Buddhist ethics ddna (giving) is the first of the perfections precisely because it disciplines and
opens the self. The instruction “look at one another with the eyes of perfection” is also structurally
important: the Western community is being trained to perceive the latent divine potential in each
member rather than the surface imperfections.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha states that the great blessings promised to the West will be deferred if the
community fails to achieve unity. What theory of spiritual causality underlies this conditional
claim? How does it compare with the biblical theology of covenant blessing and curse?

2. The candle image — weeping its life away drop by drop in order to give light — is a powerful
model of sacrificial service. How does this differ from the Protestant work ethic, the Kantian
categorical imperative to duty, or utilitarian calculations of collective benefit?

3. “Look at one another with the eyes of perfection” implies seeing others through a divine lens
rather than a merely human one. What spiritual practices in different traditions cultivate this
kind of perception? How does it relate to the Christian idea of seeing Christ in the neighbor?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd says “be as I am” as the model for communal life. How should this instruction
be understood theologically, given that he has elsewhere insisted on his station of absolute
servitude? What is being imitated — his conduct, his spirit, or something else?

5. The separation of the pilgrims from ‘Abdu’l-Baha after this farewell is described as “only of
our bodies, in spirit we are united.” How does this teaching about spiritual presence and
physical absence relate to Christian doctrines of the Real Presence, the continuing presence
of the Spirit, and the resurrection of the body?

Steadfastness Under Assault: The Logic of Firmness

Key Passages

Glory be to God! What a path is this, what heedlessness is this, what ignorance is this,
and what misfortune and calamity is this! I swear by the Ancient Beauty that my heart
is so grieved for these people that it cannot be described. They see the pit yet still
throw themselves in; they observe the poison yet still drink it without hesitation; they
witness the disgrace and humiliation and loss in this world and the next, yet still cast
themselves into it. In any case, praise be to God that through your honor’s efforts all
the friends in Yazd are firm and steadfast. — ABO01548

You had written about the firmness and steadfastness of the loved ones of God — this
brought joy and gladness, for today all peoples and nations from all directions are
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attacking the Cause of God. Only through steadfastness can resistance be shown. The
least wavering will result in the domination of the arrogant ones. Therefore you must
be vigilant day and night lest anyone cause wavering and become the cause of weakness
and laxity of hearts in the Cause of God. These thoughtless souls do not realize that
weakness in the Covenant causes strength to the nations of the world and weakening of
the light. — AB02314

Context for Study

The letters to the Persian communities in 1899 carry a tone of urgent intensity that the Western
pilgrim notes largely lack. The Covenant-breaking crisis was at its height: Mirzd Muhammad-‘Ali
and his allies were actively circulating letters and “papers of doubt” across the Iranian Baha’i world,
attempting to draw communities away from ‘Abdu’l-Bahé. The language of AB01548 and AB02314
is bracingly direct — these are communities under sustained attack, and ‘Abdu’l-Bah& writes with
the pastoral intensity of a commander rallying forces who are beginning to waver. His grief for those
who “see the pit yet still throw themselves in” is a grief that mirrors the grief that mirrors the grief
of every prophetic figure watching the community he has nurtured approach self-destruction. The
image is repeated across the Hebrew prophets (Hosea’s “my people are destroyed from lack of
knowledge,” Jeremiah’s “they have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their
own cisterns”). The structural argument is important: ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 insists that wavering in the
Covenant strengthens “the nations of the world,” meaning that the spiritual fragmentation of the
Bah&’i community has political consequences. Weakness in the center of divine authority ripples
outward into the social fabric. This is an early articulation of what will later become the Baha’i
teaching that the health of the world’s institutions depends in part on the spiritual coherence of
communities dedicated to God’s Covenant. Aristotle’s argument in the Politics that the health of
the polis depends on the virtue of its citizens offers a structural parallel, though the Baha’i claim
is vertical (from spiritual reality to social reality) rather than horizontal.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes his grief for those who knowingly choose spiritual ruin as overwhelm-
ing. How does this pastoral grief differ from judgment or condemnation? Where does this
quality of grief appear in other religious figures?

2. The claim that “weakness in the Covenant causes strength to the nations of the world” implies
a causal relationship between spiritual integrity and social power. Is this claim verifiable, and
what kind of evidence would bear on it?

3. How does the emphasis on firmness and vigilance in these letters square with the compassion-
ate counsel to “look at one another with the eyes of perfection” in the pilgrim notes? Are
these two registers in tension?

4. The Hebrew prophets used the image of the people who dig broken cisterns while abandoning
the spring of living water (Jeremiah 2). Compare this with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s image of those
who “see the pit yet still throw themselves in.” What does the shared structure of these
images reveal about the phenomenology of apostasy?
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5. Both the Persian Bahad’i communities under siege and the American communities newly
formed are being called to “steadfastness” In what ways is the steadfastness required of
each group similar, and in what ways does the historical context make the demands qualita-
tively different?

Sacred Symbols and the Grammar of Religious Continuity

Key Passages

Now, in thanksgiving for this confirmation and success, protection and bounty of the
Glorious Lord, the beloved of God must strive with perfect wisdom to strengthen the
foundations of the Cause of God, establish and promote the Law of God, diffuse the
fragrances of God, exalt the Word of God, advance souls in all degrees of existence,
educate children, teach beneficial arts to youth, progress in the stages of civilization,
multiply national industries, promote commerce, improve agriculture, spread knowledge,
educate women, honor the leaves, care for the handmaidens of the Merciful, create
love and unity among the friends, serve the government, show loyalty to the throne of
sovereignty, wish well for all. — ABO00325

Thereupon, O pure ones of God, My commandments are that ye cleave unto unity and
concord, guard against discord, and distance yourselves from the people of hypocrisy;
that ye be as one tightly united heavenly body, and become as fully armed hosts of the
Divine, constituting one unified social grouping; that ye may be elevated by God to a
station of distinction amongst all peoples and nations, and that He may raise your word
amongst the nations, tribes and denominations of the world. — ABO01365

Context for Study

The comprehensive program in AB00325 is one of the most socially ambitious passages in the
volume: education of children, women’s advancement, agricultural and commercial development,
civic loyalty — all of these are presented as religious obligations arising directly from gratitude
for divine bounty. The Baha’i vision of social transformation thus presents itself as simultaneously
spiritual and practical, a fusion that distinguishes it from both other-worldly mysticism (for which
material progress is irrelevant) and from secular progressivism (for which spiritual transformation
is optional). The passage places women’s education and honoring the “leaves” (female believers)
alongside national economic development and civic loyalty, a conjunction that was remarkable in
its 1899 Persian context. The following passage from AB01365 grounds this social program in
a mystical sociology: the community is called to become “one tightly united heavenly body,” a
phrase that echoes the Pauline image of the Church as the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) while
grounding it in Baha’i covenant theology rather than sacramental Christology. The notion of the
unified community as itself a proof and sign — “elevated to a station of distinction among all
peoples” — transforms communal life from a means to an end (building infrastructure, teaching
the Faith) into an expression of the divine reality that it proclaims. This is a theology of witness
by being rather than by doing alone.
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Questions for Reflection

1. The 1899 list of social imperatives in AB00325 — education, agriculture, women’s advance-
ment, civic loyalty — was prescient for its Iranian context. How does this comprehensive
social program compare with contemporaneous reform movements in the Islamic world, such
as the constitutionalist movements in Iran and the Ottoman Empire?

2. Women’s education and the honoring of female believers are listed alongside national in-
dustries and commerce as religious obligations. What theological reasoning connects these
apparently disparate items?

3. Paul’s image of the Church as “one body with many members” (1 Corinthians 12) is a powerful
model of unity in diversity. How does the Baha’i concept of a “tightly united heavenly body”
resemble and differ from this Pauline ecclesiology?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha tells his Persian communities to “serve the government” and “show loyalty to
the throne of sovereignty.” How should this counsel be read alongside his simultaneous defense
of the Covenant against the pressures of the Ottoman government? Is there a tension, and if
so, how is it resolved?

5. The promise that a unified community will be “elevated to a station of distinction among all
peoples” suggests that communal harmony is itself a form of witness. How does this model
of witness compare with the Quaker concept of “speaking truth to power” by the quality
of community life, or with the early Christian apologetics based on “see how they love one
another”?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 119 holds in a single year’s embrace two worlds: the ancient Shi‘i communities of Iran,
clinging to a Covenant under assault, and the first Western believers, opening a new chapter in the
history of humanity’s encounter with revelation. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé addresses both with the same urgent
love, but the vocabulary, the tone, and the historical stakes are different for each. He prays for
tribulation, insists on steadfastness, commands love, describes the candle that weeps its life away,
and lays out a social program that encompasses schools, farms, governments, and the education of
women.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha hold
together the twin imperatives of inner spiritual transformation and outward social
engagement — insisting that both the Persian believer’s firmness under persecution
and the Western believer’s communal unity are preconditions for the same global
mission — and what does this twofold demand reveal about the nature of a universal
religion in its earliest encounter with the diversity of the world?
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