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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
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111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
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130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
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II. Travels to Egypt and the West
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Introduction to volume 11

This Isfahan volume brings together two substantial works that show the Bab addressing, in quick
succession, two complementary audiences: the city’s senior clerical leadership and its ruling pa-
tronage. The Tafsir-i-Surah wa’l-‘Asr (BB00010), composed in a single night for the imam jum’ih,
uses the Qur’an’s brief surah “By the Afternoon” as a doorway into first principles—how truth
is discerned, what constitutes genuine faith, what “good works” mean in their inner reality, and
what conditions make a spiritual journey possible. In doing so it exemplifies the Bab’s characteris-
tic hermeneutics: the smallest scriptural units (letters, words, and the surah’s compact structure)
unfold into a systematic vision of divine action and causality, and the ethical life is treated as
inseparable from metaphysical orientation. Good deeds, for example, are repeatedly framed not as
external compliance alone but as actions whose spiritual “soundness” depends on their rootedness
in divine unity and in the right alignment of the soul’s intention and recognition. The commentary
also makes explicit the Shi’i horizon within which the Bab is speaking, reading the surah’s salvific
exception (“those who believe...”) through the lens of walayah and the Imamate, and tying the
passage’s temporal motif to eschatological expectation.

The other treatise, Tafsir-i-Nubuvvat-i-Khassih (BB00014), written in honor of Isfahan’s governor
Manuchihr Khan, shifts from Qur’anic micro-exegesis to an apologetic—theosophical account of
“specific prophethood,” using the Prophet Muhammad as its focal case. Here the Bab argues that
the evidences of a Manifestation’s truth are neither arbitrary nor limited to a single register: proof
operates “in the souls” (transformative inner signs that yield certitude) as well as “in the horizons”
(public miracles), while the Qur’an remains the supreme and sufficient attestation because its
inimitability is said to obtain across all degrees of meaning, not merely in outward arrangement.
At the same time, the work presses a distinctive extension of this principle: the Prophet’s life-
history—names, origins, times, and places—also carries intelligible spiritual significations that can
function as discrete signs for the seeker.
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BB00010

BB00010

Tafsir-i-Surah wa’l-’Asr (Commentary on the
Surah of the Afternoon)
Date: 1262-10 ca.

CUTstatr
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[1. exordium]

In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate

All praise be to God Who hath manifested Himself unto all cre-
ated things through the revelation of the signs of His creation
in the kingdom of Command and Creation, that the essential
realities of all existing things might be illumined by the efful-
gent rays of the divine verses, and that the very essence of all
abstract realities might resound with the reverberations of the
signs of His dominion through the manifestations of the verses
of His kingdom, that all might bear witness in every station
of Command and every sign of Consummation to that where-
unto God Himself hath testified in the primordial eternity that
there is none other God but Him. He hath ever been, and no
thing existed with Him. He shall ever be even as He hath been.
He is the Single One, the Unique, Who hath no description in
creation, no attribute in invention, no mention in origination,
and no decree in innovation.

He is the Single One, the Self-Subsisting, Who hath brought
the Will into being from naught before all things, by itself
and for itself, without any mention accompanying it, nor de-
cree parallel to it, nor attribute resembling it, nor description
equaling it, that through its existence might be established in
the realities of souls and horizons the unity of His eternity,
which He hath deposited in the essential natures of the most
exalted abstract realities of creation, that all might acknowl-
edge in the station of the manifestation of His revelation that
which He hath desired in bringing all things into being.

Then He brought into existence Volition for the manifestation
of the essence of Will in the First Particle after the appearance
of the First Scene in the degree of Will, that all might know in
the stations of essences, realities, souls, accidents, substances,
moments, stations, indications, allusions, signs, verses, begin-
nings and ends, that which God hath desired for His creation in
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the station of knowledge of the degrees of action and the man-
ifestations of passion, that all might be distinguished at the
beginning of the mention of duality from the manifestations of
unity and from the sign of multiplicity.

Then, after the manifestation of the creation of Volition, He
brought forth the surging ocean of Decree for the manifesta-
tion of that which is decreed, and made it the connection of
causality in the station of effect and the manifestation of ob-
jectivity in the station of trinity and the degree of that which
is made, that through the manifestation of its signs in the
worlds of contingency and the manifestations of entities might
be distinguished the degrees of the choices of the atoms of
contingent beings, and that he who is to be wretched might be
wretched through the manifestation of that degree in the Third
Scene, and he who is to be blessed might be blessed through
the manifestation of the signs of that causality gleaming from
the manifestation of the First Degree, and that all might be
distinguished according to what the atoms deserve and the ex-
istences accept and the moments choose from what God hath
desired in the Book and hath desired in the beginning and the
return.

Then God originated, after the manifestation of these three
degrees, the degrees of manifestation of the descent of those
stations, and He sent down their names in the world of Names
in accordance with what God hath sent down in the Book
through the mention of Decree, Permission, Term and Book,
that the creation of all things might be completed through the
manifestation of those seven from all directions, and that what
God hath detailed in the stations of the world of Names and
Attributes might become clear in the degree of dust, until each
hath taken its portion in all stations according to what God
hath ordained for it in the mention of beginnings unto what
God hath ordained for it without end in the degree of address.
Thus hath prospered whosoever hath prospered, and thus hath
lost whosoever hath desired judgment without proof or Book.

[2. the questioner and the question]

And now, when the Command hath descended from His Em-
inence of lofty and exalted lineage, of transcendent and sub-
lime glory, of high and noble descent, possessed of the most
excellent attributes and praiseworthy qualities, the Sultan of
the Learned - may God perpetuate the shadow of his kindness
over those who dwell beneath the shade of His mercy - to inter-
pret the blessed Surah which God hath revealed in the Qur’an
“By the declining day [wa al-asr]! Verily man is in loss, except
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those who believe and do good works, and exhort one another
to truth and exhort one another to steadfastness.”!

Since his command is to be obeyed and his decree is decisive in
manifesting this exposition, I have sought God’s assistance and
proceeded to reveal that which God has created in existence,
bringing it forth into visible reality, so that through the com-
mentary on this blessed Surah there might be distinguished the
station of one who is aided by God’s grace in that station from
others, and that the reward of whoever understands any part
of it may remain with his eminence until the Day of Return.

I beseech God of His grace to preserve the eyes of those who
gaze upon the allusions revealed in that Book from objection,
and to inspire all with the decree of justice regarding the sta-
tions of the significances of the words revealed in that station
for this most delightful cause. Verily, I place my trust in God
for manifesting the reality of the mystery of contingent ex-
istence through that which God has placed in existence by
bringing it forth into visible reality. There is no power nor
strength save in God, the Most High, the All-Bountiful.

[3. regarding distinguishing the true from the false]

Before I mention a single letter in the station of interpretation,
I beseech his most delightful eminence - may God perpetuate
the shadow of his kindness - to pardon my soul should any
error flow from my pen, for the station of the servant in every
condition is that of sin. I hope that God will establish, through
the mention of certain stations for those who dwell in the sta-
tions of the world of names and attributes, that which God
has ordained for them in the decree of the Book. Verily unto
God returns all judgment and command, in the beginning and
in the return.

Before I mention the exposition of a single letter from the inner
meaning of that sacred Surah, I shall mention certain signs
whereby truth may be distinguished from falsehood, and the
sincere from the heedless. Yet I desire by this nothing save
knowledge for whoever wishes to become aware of the realities
of abstraction, recognize the signs of divine unity, and become
established upon the throne of uniqueness and detachment.

Among the signs which it behooves the fair-minded one to
recognize is the knowledge of the forms of the exalted ones
from the debased, for judgment is neither established in the
Law nor made manifest in Reality except through recognition
of that sublime rank.

1Qur’an 103:1-3.
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And that matter cannot be known except through knowledge
of reality, for the forms in this world are similar, and one who,
in the world of multiplicities, turns toward the Countenance
of the Divine Essence in that station cannot be distinguished
except through the negation of allusions and veils in the world
of origins through negation of names and attributes.

Since this matter was difficult for certain souls, God has estab-
lished for every truth its reality and for every matter its clear
evidence, lest anyone follow another merely due to outward
forms and manifest conditions, for true honor lies in the divine
mystery and the manifestation of the light of eternality in all
aspects of the servant.

In this world, since the two natures are mixed, God has com-
manded all with that whereby all may be distinguished upon
investigation, such that none can harbor doubt therein beneath
the zenith of certainty in the manifest horizon. Were that bal-
ance not established in the exposition of the scale, the decree of
the answer would not be clear in following the most delightful
command.

After these allusions, there is no doubt that today all people
claim truth and establish within themselves proof for what they
claim. Yet in reality complete proof is not in the possession of
all - otherwise they would not differ regarding the realities of
the manifestations of divine verses, the conditions of the realm
of might, the signs of sovereignty, the tokens of the kingdom,
and the stations of limitation in the chain of the human realm.
And after this there is no doubt that God’s proof in every time
is conclusive for all things, and God’s command and His words
are complete. Were it not so, God would have no proof over
anyone - glorified be He far above what those who liken Him
to creation assert in great exaltation! When it is established
in the path of truth that pure truth is not proven except by
a true balance from God, to which all differences among all
peoples return.

And since today if the balance were the Book of God it would
not remove differences because all sects derive proofs for their
claims from it - and likewise is the case with traditions, prac-
tices of the companions, and signs in the souls and horizons,
for differences in all ranks are evident - God refuses that judg-
ment be by difference or that He should reveal it in His Book
or accept it from anyone. For God created all things by His
command and made the cause of the appearance of all things
His very decree. Therefore the decree must needs be one from
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Him, as is clearly stated in the judgment of the Qur’an where
He, exalted be His mention, says “And Our command is but
one”. And that which is like unto it must needs be one, and
this is a just decree that speaks in the station of unity and the
sign of abstraction, where the people of divine unity recognize
through the word of glorification. When it is established that
the balance is not complete in these true signs, it behooves
man to make the measure of the Cause that to which the high
must refer and the low must follow, whereby forms of falsehood
are distinguished from truth. And this measure must needs be
from the Creator, for in the station of fruition and deriving
results, a single decree is not established.

Since this is the case, your honor witnesses the existence of
a just balance whereby decree was previously established and
none can oppose it or question it with “why” or “how”. And
this is the glory which God gives to whom He wishes among
His servants, and by it He punishes and establishes, and con-
cerning it all shall be questioned on the Day of Judgment. And
this is the glory which all are powerless to resist in its mani-
festation. And since the matter was veiled behind veils, and
for every mention there is a station in mentioning the proofs,
and since establishing the balance is not in the station of that
exposition, I ask of your honor to observe the measure of expo-
sition in the stations which I wrote before you. And similarly it
was established in the commentary on Al-Kawthar for whoever
wishes to remember or take warning.

[4. commentary on the individual parts of the surah]

And now I shall explain what God intended in that station
regarding the interpretation of that blessed Surah in the station
of limitation for those who distinguish separation from union.
And from your honor the paths of the outward and inward are
not hidden, and verily the matter in reality is not concealed
from you, rather He desired to remind of certain traditions and
the appearance of lights and the word of mysteries for certain
righteous ones.

And since the matter comprised numbered stations, I shall
point out some of its wisdom, which is that every letter of
the Qur’an hath manifold stations. Indeed, God hath created
within a single verse the reality of all things upon which the
name of a thing hath been conferred - signs of all things, lest
it prove difficult for anyone to recognize the manifestations of
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the signs of His grace and the revelations of His justice in all
things. And one beholdeth in all things the manifestation of
His sovereignty in the creation of all things, visible and existent,
to such extent that one seeth nothing except that he seeth it
before that thing.

1. Among these is the station of the Point in the stations of
divine action, whose reality none can comprehend save him
whom God hath made the station of His Self in the first world
- the station of justice. This station is exclusively reserved
for Muhammad, the Apostle of God, and none else hath any
portion therein. In that station, He is a manifestation from
His presence in the reality of that letter, and all allusions fall
short of His mention, and all goals are circumscribed at the
dawning of the lights of His glory. The mention of that station
is not of the paths of knowledge, rather it is of the light of
exposition which God hath created in the reality of all things
for the exposition of all things. The mystery of this matter is
unveiled before thee and requireth no elaborate mention. For
others, I see no way for them to know it.

2. Among these also is the station of the soft alif, which is
the second rank among the stations of divine action. This
is the station where the first letter is made manifest in the
revelation of divine action. God, through His subtle wisdom
and supreme grace, hath made this station exclusively reserved
for the successor of His beloved, Ali. None hath any portion in
the knowledge of that letter, for it reflecteth His countenance as
a mirror and indicateth His beauty, as the Apostle of God hath
explicitly stated in the celebrated tradition: “None knoweth it
save God and his own self.” None besides him hath any way to
know that letter, for he determineth it from his own essence in
the essential realities of the kingdoms of the heavens and earth.
He standeth in the stations of unity that follow the station of
the Point in the station of that letter, and none knoweth God’s
handiwork regarding him save He, glorified and exalted be He
above what they describe.

3. Among these also is the station of the hidden alif, the pure
everlasting, the divine light, the letter of the manifestation of
the Divine Identity, and the sign of Oneness in human essence.
In that station it relateth to the station of Hasan and indicateth
the manifestation of trinity in the station of Power. Concern-
ing this matter all have differed in the ranks of the choices
of existence. From the wisdom of this letter in the station of
manifestation, the Christians took the form of the cross and de-
clared the infusion of divinity into humanity - exalted be God
far above what the wrongdoers say, with great exaltation!
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4. Among these also is the station of the unbent alif, which
is the station of the manifestation of God’s name “the Slayer”
in the ranks of divine action, and the beginning of the cause

of destiny for the manifestation of alteration after execution.

God hath made the bearer of this letter in that station Abu
Abdullah Al-Husayn. Therefore he - may my spirit and all who
dwell in the kingdoms of command and creation be a sacrifice
for him - refused to give allegiance and cut himself off entirely
unto the Creator of humanity, accepting martyrdom through
the manifestation of universal authority in that letter.

Before attesting to the manifestation of the Universal
Guardianship in that Letter - may my spirit be a sacrifice
unto Him - in that station He reflects the stations of the three
Letters from the simplicity of the Point, the immediacy of
the Will, and the indication of the Hidden Alif behind the
infinite veils that have no end, unto the limit that hath no
bound in contingent existence. Thus did al-Sadiq (peace be
upon Him) indicate in His visitation prayer for the night of
mid-Sha’ban: “No one is abased whom God exalteth, and
none is vanquished whom God aideth.” And verily He - may
my spirit be sacrificed for His sake - in that station indicateth
naught save the Manifestation of the Divine Essence in the
realm of attributes, and likewise is the decree for that Letter of
the Qur’an. Were the seas of the heavens and earth to become
ink for explaining that Letter of the Qur’an, they would be
exhausted ere a single explanation of that First Letter could
be revealed, for God hath chosen it for Himself and selected it
for His love. Verily it is the Letter of the Command through
which the heavens and earth were established. None knoweth
how it is save God and those whom God hath created above
its rank from among His grandfather, His father, and His
brother - the blessings of God be upon them so long as
creation endureth.

Verily my mention in that station was naught save like my
mention in the station of the Essence in both stations. I found
no existence for myself in that rank, but since God created
some signs of His power in the reality of my heart, I indicated
it through a subtle hint for thee, shouldst thou desire to observe
the rank of the non-existent in the existent.

5. Among them is a Letter in the station of Permission, which
is the station of the Letters, and this is specific to the Suns
of Grandeur - the blessings of God be upon them - and none
hath any share in the knowledge of that Letter, for it relateth
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6. And among them is a Letter in the combined Letters, which
is the rank of the Term and the station of the light of the
Remnant of God in the essences of the realities of the Divine
Realm, the entities of the signs of the Realm of Might, the
indications of the stations of sovereignty and dominion, and
the conditions of the incidental manifestations of the human
world. God alone knoweth the decree of that Letter, and none
of the Prophets or Messengers hath any share in the knowledge
of that Letter of the Qur’an. Upon God do we rely concerning
the decrees of the beginning and the return.

7. And among them is a Letter in the station of the Word,
which is the rank of the Book in the decree of the Address.
Verily God hath ordained the decree of that Letter for Fatimih
- the blessings of God be upon her - and none among those
whom God hath created beneath her rank hath any share in
its knowledge. And were all else to know a single decree from
that Letter which God created in the station of the immediacy
of that Letter in rank - verily the paths are blocked and the
ways are barred, neither can the proof be mentioned in the
path nor can the path be established by the proof. Glorified
be its Creator above what they describe.

When some stations of the Letters of the Qur’an were mani-
fested, it is not hidden from thee that after those ranks, which
are the fundamental cause in the origins of causes, there are
many stations, among them in the station of the effect of the
Will, and among them in the station of the manifestation of the
effect of the Divine Purpose, and among them in the stations
of passivity in the act itself, and among them are stations at
the inception of attributes, and among them are in the realm
of infinity in the station of manifestations of the Essence, and
beyond that in the station of negation of names and attributes,
and among them in the inner station of the Throne, and among
them in the outer station of the Seat, and among them in the
signs of the heavens.

And verily what is in the earth, were it to be released, would
be but a portion in relation to the stations which have been
detailed before thy presence. And verily one such as thyself
knoweth the stations when the veils are lifted from the station
of the countenance of attributes in the manifestness of the light
of the Essence. And verily upon that difficult path and arduous
way doth the observer recognize the stations of the Qur’an and
beareth witness to this through the judgment of the Bayan, and
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interpreteth all that he willeth by what God hath revealed in
the Qur’an.

i And verily what hath been mentioned in the traditions that

the Qur’an hath inner meanings unto seventy or unto seven
hundred is due to the inability of creation to bear it, otherwise
the judgment of the letters of the Qur’an and its Command is
greater than that, to the number of all that God’s knowledge
hath encompassed of the mention of the Essence, the limita-
tions, the Names and the Attributes. And for it there is an
interpretation, and for every interpretation an interpretation
unto infinity with what hath no end.

God knoweth the greatness of His Book, and just as there is
nothing fresh or withered except it is in a Clear Book, and
it is assumed that all believe in this, likewise the judgment is
true in every letter thereof, such that if the Imam desired to
extract the judgments of all hidden things and manifest things,
of beginnings and endings from the letter Alif in the Qur’an,
he would be able to do so. And God hath placed in it, as
the Imam Sadiq hath clearly stated in the interpretation of
‘the Eternal’, and verily this is the judgment in reality and the
manifest path.

And when this explanation is established, how then can any
letter of the Qur’an be interpreted? Nay, none can do this
save Him upon Whom God hath sent it down, nor is it possi-
ble in contingent existence, for the outpouring is ever renewed
through the existence of creation, and verily this is a judg-
ment that hath no end in invention. And God knoweth all
things, and verily unto Him alone returneth the judgment of
the Qur’an, for from Him was it sent down in truth alone, glo-
rified and exalted be He above what they describe.

[5. commentary on the first letter of the surah (waw)]

And verily after this explanation, there are unveiled before thy
presence indications of certain verses in the Qur’an, and verily
the interpretation of that blessed Surih as it is, according to
what God hath sent down upon His Beloved, conformeth to
what God hath ordained for His Cause. And verily in the
inner station, for each letter thereof there is an interpretation,
and verily I hereby indicate the interpretation of the first letter
of that Surih that it may be a path for the recognition of all
verses and words by the people of vision. And it is that the
first letter was the Vav, and it hath infinite stations:
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Among them it is a name for the universal Guardianship and
the first Divine Rod and the gleaming, eternal, creative Coun-
tenance, and verily in that station it is the first letter from
the stations of the manifestation of the Ha’, and it existeth
with the people of the cloud of unknowing, and in its essence
is the letter Ha’ in creation, and they deduce its outward from
its inward and its inward from its outward, and its mystery
from its manifestness and its manifestness from its mystery,
and it is the Guardianship before whose presence of might all
essential things are cut off. And this is the Walayat by which
all essences are cut off from the threshold of His might, and
all beings from the nearness of the splendor of His mercy, for
it, by its very essence, separates all realities from the station
of attributes and bars all things from mention of Names and
Verses. God alone knows its wisdom and none can comprehend
it.

And from it stems the outward Walayat from the station of
the Blessed Primal Reed and the Divine Tree which is neither
of the east nor of the west. This is the Walayat manifest in
the station of Will. God created it in the station of justice -
the station of Purpose - and in the station of grace at the level
of His Self. This is the Walayat which, by God’s leave, was
established upon the throne of bounty, giving each with right
their right and conveying to each soul its provision, whereto
God indicated its station in the Qur’an saying: “There, the
Walayat belongs to God, the Truth. He is best in reward and
best in outcome.”

And in that exalted station and glorious sign all differences are
distinguished, all gatherings are separated, all that is scattered
is united, and all multiplicities are confirmed beneath the shad-
ows of the darkening paradise of Names and Attributes. Thus
did al-Sadiq indicate in the tradition of Mufaddal, when asked
about recognition of the station of that universal Walayat and
its bearer, that it is the house of light, the garment of manifes-
tation, the sign of the Forgiving Lord - neither is it Him nor
other than Him.

The difference is that the first Walayat speaks of God in the
primal mirrors which have no cause before them and no sepa-
ration between them and the station of Manifestation, which
is God’s creation in their essence. Through it are confirmed
the sign of Oneness, the divine lights, the sea of eternality, and
the everlasting glory. It has no shadow in its essential station
and no mention in its rank of aught else. This is the eternal
Walayat indicating God through the indication by which God
revealed Himself to it and caused it to shine, making it the
station of the manifestation of His countenance, that all might
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unify His Oneness through the sign of that Walayat and glorify
through it His eternality, thereby becoming knowers of their
Lord’s right and praisers of their Creator’s praise in the be-
ginning of causes and their end. Through knowledge of this
exposition the servant distinguishes the first station through
the light of eternity and the second station through the mani-
festation of the rank of Will. There is no doubt that Walayat
in the first rank is established, and that in the second it has
no manifestation in the first rank except through the manifes-
tation of Will, and that in the ranks of that Walayat all signs
are established through the manifestation of contingent being,
and that mentions, stations, indications and tokens, were they
to be mentioned in that second rank, would be in the station
of the ray in relation to the first rank.

And among the stations of interpretation of the letter waw is
the resplendent, radiant, brilliant Walayat which determined,
brought into being, ordained, decreed, permitted, glorified and
perfected in the essences of its realities, the beings of its sta-
tions, the signs of its oneness, the manifestations of its indica-
tions, and what God ordained for it in the stations of creation
and command. And this Walayat is that which speaks of the
second Walayat in the rank of destiny, and in the station of
that Walayat appear the hidden ranks of formation, the re-
alities of the determination of composition, and the essential
natures of the manifestations of divine unity in the realm of
the one who stands gazing upon a clear truth.

And for whosoever desires to become acquainted with the re-
ality of the appearance of that Authority, it behooveth him
to contemplate the stations of the manifestation of that Au-
thority, that his heart may be strengthened and his soul be
assured by that which God hath sent down concerning the or-
dinances of religion and the signs of the Manifest Book, and
that which God hath ordained regarding the Day of Judgment,
and that which God hath willed and commanded concerning
the stations of Paradise and the depths of the Fire, and that
which God hath willed in all things for all things. And verily
these signs are witnessed before thee, otherwise the mention of
proofs before thee would be naught but an elaboration of the
manifestation of Words and the appearance of that which God
hath willed in the Book. And verily unto God do all beginnings
and endings return, in origin and return.

And among the stations of the interpretation of the letter Vav
is the Authority in the manifestation of the rank of Decree
and Origination, then Implementation and Praise. And by it
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is established the ordinance of Authority which God hath sent
down in the Qur’an in the station of manifest vision, and it is
the Authority which God, glorified be He, hath bestowed upon
the people of infallibility, may God’s blessings be upon them.
And verily by it they judge as they will through what they will,
and they will naught save that which God willeth. And verily
it is the Most Exalted in the expanse of the Imamate, in the
beginnings of the beginning and the end.

And verily in the station of Reality these signs are in the in-
terpretation of Vav in the station of the inner meaning, and
therefore this matter flows in the inner of the inner unto the
ultimate ranks which, if thou desirest to become acquainted
with their reality, shall not be hidden from thee. And verily in
some stations, when it is desired that the interpretation of Vav
be manifested, it is not fitting at this time, as its time hath not
yet come, for those stations which are witnessed before thee, as
no one is able to know and become acquainted with the reality
of what hath occurred.

And when the Pen floweth with mention of the interpretation
of the inner meaning, I mention in that Book a principle from
among the principles of the true philosophers by which the
learned one may know the inner meaning of verses and tra-
ditions from the outward meaning. And it is that God hath
established creation in the first scene for the mention of His
unity, then in the second scene for the Prophethood of Muham-
mad the Messenger of God, then in the third scene for the
Authority of the people of infallibility, may God’s blessings be
upon them, then in the fourth scene for the followers of the
divines of religion and the callers to certitude.

And that is in the rank of descent, and when anyone desireth
to know the balance of the science of the inner meaning, it
behooveth him to return the judgment to those stations and
to interpret all verses in the rank of ascent with the inner of the
inner, and conversely with the outer of the inner, as is indicated
by the famous tradition which Al-Kulayni hath related in Al-
Kafi from As-Sadiq, peace be upon him, and which Al-Kazim,
peace be upon him, spoke to Mutammim ibn Fayruz.

But the science of the inner meaning is difficult for most peo-
ple as they cannot bear the apex of the matter, but for thee it
is easy if thou desirest to become acquainted with it. And if
God were to will, it would be possible that I interpret regard-
ing the interpretation of Vav with some ordinances of religion
from the known signs and recognized tokens, but now the mat-
ter doth not flow due to what thou hast become acquainted
with concerning the detail of stations and the multiplicity of
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signs. But I indicate some stations thereof lest anyone forget
its ordinance:

God hath created all things as they are, according as they are.
The Command hath descended from the primal causes in all
things until it reached the station of letters. In that station
God made the name of the letter of unity and its mystery His
Word, corresponding to the higher realm. Those possessed of
understanding know not what is there except through what
is here. God, through His subtle handiwork, hath joined the
letter Vav with Ha, as no specification can be seen in the let-
ters themselves, and it is closest to the Source. The number of
that letter exceeds the letter Ha by only one, and that is the
letter of Being which God created to preserve its station. The
stations of unity in that letter return to the reality of unity
and the mystery of detachment. It is the single letter that in
every condition indicates God, glorified be He. All letters in
every station, of the spirits and the bodies, return to the let-
ter Vav, and it returneth to the letter Ha, which is the letter
of detachment in the depths of praise. From this exposition
branch forth lofty stations that minds are bewildered to com-
prehend, and their reality cannot be revealed. Now is not the
time, as the heart’s awareness cannot fully express it. Among
the stations of the interpretation of that letter is the station
of the appearance of Qur’anic meanings, from the stations of
allusions to the ultimate ends of endings, and what God hath
ordained in the knowledge of the Book for those possessed of
understanding among the people of return. The wayfarer, in
the journey from creation to Truth, seeth that very letter as
the station of stillness in the depths of Oneness which God
hath ordained for him in the journey from creation to Truth,
for the seal is itself the very beginning. The recognition of the
Essence is not valid in the journeys enumerated in the knowl-
edge of the Book except through negating indications from the
court of the nearness of attributes, as ‘Ali, peace be upon him,
indicated in his sermon where he said, exalted be his mention:
“The beginning of religion is His recognition,” until he said,
“and the perfection of unity is the negation of attributes from
Him, testifying that every attribute is other than the One de-
scribed, and every One described is other than the attribute.”
This is the most subtle of the stations of unity in the manifesta-
tions of detachment. There is no nobility above it, no mention,
and for one who attaineth not unto it, no glory or good.
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Sufficient are these allusions in interpreting the first letter of
the blessed Surih. It hath levels in the station of forms that
man should be certain of their reality, namely:

That the spirit of the word Vav which God revealed at the be-
ginning of that Surih in its station is sovereign over all verses in
the souls and horizons, and likewise was the decree in its form.
Should all who are in the heavens and earth gather together to
produce the like of that Vav as the first letter of that word from
the Qur’an, they would never succeed, for just as God made its
spirit sovereign over all indications and verses, likewise was the
decree in its form. However, most people are confused about
the forms, not having understood the reality of the Qur’an’s
mystery. Just as the forms of people in human temples are one,
though one among them may be a proof among them, likewise
is the decree regarding the forms of the letters, for all that
the people speak and that enters their hearts concerning the
composition of letters does not equal either the spirit or body
of that letter Vav from the Book of the All-Merciful. Indeed,
this is evident in thy presence, requiring no further explanation
after what hath been made clear.

[6. commentary on the letters of the surah in their inner aspect]

; And whereas some stations of the letter Vav have been estab-

lished through these allusions, I shall mention for every letter
of that Surih an aspect of its inner interpretation, as thy no-
ble presence hath commanded regarding the station of exposi-
tion, in accordance with the commentary on Al-Kawthar in the
Tibyan. Permission hath come through the Suns of Prophet-
hood and Mystery in the traditions that all names, both praise-
worthy and otherwise, pertain to the people of infallibility, and
that which its outward form doth not equal its inner mystery -
God hath revealed concerning the Imams of fire a mention for
every letter of that Surih as God hath willed and desired in
that Book, and unto Him do beginning and end return.

1. Verily the first letter is Vav, and it is the allusion to the
stations of Universal Guardianship in the realm of Lahut, then
in the throne of Jabarut, then in the evidences of dominion
and kingdom, then in the signs of the stations of every soul’s
guardianship which God’s knowledge hath encompassed. Be-
yond the judgment of these allusions no one knoweth save God,
glorified and exalted be He above what they describe.
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s 2. Then the second letter is Alif, and it is the allusion to the

stations of Paradise’s bounties and the commands of the All-
Merciful. It is the letter through which all letters stand, and
in its presence all inner meanings are witnessed by God’s leave.
None knoweth the reality of the mystery of that hidden com-
mand save whom God willeth. Every name upon which the
name of “thing-ness” is bestowed - were man to interpret that
Alif to act truthfully, he would have a reward in God’s Book
for having revealed the hidden meanings within the depths of
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words and allusions. It hath ranks which, if thy presence ob- ol Cale d Obxﬁj‘ 05K gl

serveth them, thou wouldst become aware of its reality through
the expansion of the Command in the beginning and the end.

3. Then the third letter is Lam, and in its inner station it is
the allusion to the All-Encompassing, All-Pervading, Universal,
Primordial Standard under whose shade God hath placed all
things, making its bearer ‘Ali in all stations from the world
of beginning to the world of ending. It is the Standard of
Divine Unity for which God hath made no shade nor station
save the manifestation of its vastness, then the Standard of the
All-Merciful, then the Standard of the name of Oneness, then
the Standard of Unity, indicating in its essential reality what
God hath ordained for it in the knowledge of reality.

Beyond this interpretation it hath recorded aspects, for the
letter Lam is the number of nights God promised Moses son
of ‘Imran upon Sinai, and unto it returns all manifestation
when the inner meaning is concealed. It hath an aspect in
the countenance of letters which God hath not placed in any
other, and for this reason God placed the letter Lam in the
middle of the name of ‘Ali, peace be upon him, for the rank
of receptivities is not complete except through the mention of
the accepted ones in the completion of its number forty, and
verily he - may my spirit be sacrificed for him - is the One Who
standeth by God’s leave between the worlds and Who judgeth
between the two gulfs. Whoso possesseth inner knowledge can
expand in that station whatsoever he willeth regarding the
emergence of the signs of realities and the tokens of subtleties,
and all that God, glorified be He, hath placed in all stations
beneath his rank and the manifestation of His Will, where the
nature of exposition in the paths of that utterance is not hidden
from you.

4. Then from the fourth letter, the letter ‘Ayn: the transcen-
dence of the Divine Unity in the stations of the Lahut, then
the transcendence of Oneness in the conditions of the Jabarut,
then the transcendence of the All-Merciful in the stations of
the Mulk and Malakut, then the transcendence of the Eternal
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in what God has manifested from all through all in the realities
of souls and horizons in the realm of Nasut.

2 5. Then from the fifth letter, the letter Sad: the mention of

the stations of Eternality manifested in the essences and beings
of the people of Lahut, then the radiant, sanctified Eternality
manifested in the essential natures of the abstract beings of
Jabarut, then the brilliant, wondrous Eternality from the inner
realities of the people of Mulk and Malakut, then the Eternality
which relates the first rank from the degrees of action wherein
God has sent down the forms of His light’s manifestations in
the souls of the people of Nasut.

6. Then from the sixth letter, the letter Ra: the universal
mercy through which God created the Will by itself before all
things, then made it the cause of all atoms, then the unitary
mercy through which God created the souls of whatsoever His
knowledge encompasses in the Book, then the universal mercy
descending in the station of Destiny - a surging, boundless,
billowing ocean wherein the ordinances of creation are distin-
guished, and blessed is he who is blessed through recognition
of the station which God created at the ultimate end of that
station, and wretched is he who is wretched through his heed-
lessness of what God has sent down in that surging, boundless,
billowing ocean.

Then the mercy which embraceth all things, which God its
Creator made to be one hundred parts, as Al-‘Askari explained
in his commentary on “the All-Merciful,” and through one part
thereof He showeth mercy unto all who dwell in the world,
and through ninety-nine parts God will show mercy unto His
servants on the Day of Resurrection according to what He hath
willed and ordained in the Book - and this is the all-embracing
mercy which encompasseth the believer and the infidel and all
things, and verily through that mercy the essential natures of
all contingent beings came into existence and were endowed
with identity. And verily God made Husayn, peace be upon
him, the bearer of that mercy in that station, and therefore he
- may my spirit and all who dwell in the kingdom of Command
and Creation be a sacrifice unto him - will intercede before
God on the Day of Resurrection as none other can intercede.
May God grant me and all who desire to attain his intercession
on the Day of Reckoning - verily He is the All-Forgiving in the
beginning and the end.

5 7. Then from the seventh letter, the letter Alif: the inner

reality of the Will as the beginning of action, which the people
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of truth express as Purpose, then the inner reality of essential
natures in the rank of Destiny from the realm of Lahut and
Jabarut and Mulk and Malakut, then the inner reality which
God created in the realities of all things from the principles of
causes which end in impenetrable, pitch-black darkness, then
the inner reality whereby the truthful one is distinguished in
the manifestations of the signs of majesty from others when
the decree of the Concourse on high is not witnessed.

8. Then from the eighth letter, the letter Nun: the light of God
in the station of the essential natures of the manifestations of
Lahut, then the light of God in the station of the essences of the
beings of Jabarut, then the light of God in the hidden meanings
of the verses of Mulk and Malakut, then the light of God which
was sent down in the Qur’an and which He attributed to His
own exalted Self, where He, exalted be His mention, said: “God
is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The similitude of
His light is as a niche wherein is a lamp. The lamp is in a
glass. The glass is as it were a shining star. (This lamp is)
kindled from a blessed tree, an olive neither of the East nor
of the West, whose oil would almost glow forth even though
no fire touched it. Light upon Light! God guides to His Light
whom He wills. God sets forth parables for men, and God has
knowledge of all things.”?

9. The ninth letter is the letter Alif, signifying the will of
the action itself in the stations of principles and causes, then
signifying the third rank among the ranks of action. In that
station are distinguished the wills of created things, to which
the Proof referred in the visitation prayer of the Family of God,
which issued from the Sacred Precinct to ‘Uthman ibn ‘Umar,
where he, exalted be His mention, said: “Verily your will is the
will of God...” Then there is the will by which God created the
essences of wills beneath the rank of the Family of God from
among the Prophets, Messengers and Martyrs. Then there is
the will which God placed in the chain of subjects, and through
these two man does what he wills. Glory be to God, exalted
is He above what those who draw comparisons say about His
wisdom.

Indeed some philosophers have erred in explaining the men-
tion of God’s will, claiming it to be an attribute of the Divine
Essence. This is manifest unbelief in the school of the pure
Family of God, for will is an attribute of action, and God orig-
inated it through the Primal Will for its own manifestation in

the stations of the abstract and the accidental. None knows

2Qur’an 24:35.
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the nature of what God has originated in those stations save
whom God wills. He is the Most High, the Most Exalted.

10. The tenth letter is the letter Lam, signifying the pearls
which God created in the seas of the Divine Realm, then the
pearls which God created in the seas of the Realm of Power,
then the pearls which God created in the seas of the Kingdom
and Dominion, then the pearls which God created in the seas
of the earthly realm, of every kind that God created by His
command. He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

11. The eleventh letter is the letter Alif, signifying the origi-
nation of the Primal Will in the world of the Cloud, then the
creation of Will after the Divine Realm in the Realm of Power,
then the bringing into being of essences from what God’s knowl-
edge has encompassed in the realm of the Kingdom, then the
generation of pure being in the rank of Destiny according to
what God’s Book encompasses in the realm of Dominion.

12. The twelfth letter is the letter Nun, signifying the pure light
in the dawning of the manifestation of the Divine Essence, then
the determinate light in the world of Names and Attributes,
then the light connected to the third pillar of the Throne, which
God made yellow in color facing the first pillar of white color,
then the light which God created in the lamp which tells of
its manifestation in the colors of the Throne from yellow after
white, then green before red. This is God’s light in the horizons
and souls and the greater worlds, whereby the separated were
united and the united were separated according to what God
willed and ordained in the beginning and the return.

13. The thirteenth letter is the letter Sin, signifying the glory
of splendor, then the glory of praise, then the glory of the
Cloud, then the glory of Destiny when it flows to execution
and is not preceded by origination.

14. The fourteenth letter is the letter Alif, signifying the signs
of Unity in the manifestations of the stations of the Divine
Realm, then the signs of Oneness in the conditions of the ap-
pearances of the Realm of Power, then the signs of the All-
Merciful in the tokens indicating the signs of the Dominion
and the Kingdom, and what was established upon the throne
of bounty by God’s leave in all stations of limitation and infini-
tude according to God’s will in the manifestation of the essence
of the dominion and kingdom; then the signs radiating from
those signs dawning in the essential realities of abstract beings
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and what God’s knowledge has encompassed in the world of
names and attributes.

15. Then from the fifteenth letter, the letter Nun: the white
light from which every whiteness in contingent existence be-
came white; then the yellow light from which yellowness in all
things became yellow in their essences; then the green light
from which everything in the heavens and earth became green
according as God the All-Merciful willed and revealed in the
Furqgan; then the red light from which redness in all things
became red from the mystery of contingent existence in their
essences.

16. Then from the sixteenth letter, the letter Lam: verily it
is the banner in the stations of creation and composition with
their endless manifestations, and through it realities are real-
ized, entities are specified, utterances are repeated, and pearls
shine forth, and whatsoever the word of names and attributes
is applied to.

17. Then from the seventeenth letter, the letter Fa’: the
uniqueness of unity; then the uniqueness of the All-Merciful;
then the uniqueness of signs which God created and the ranks
of essential realities of beings of the dominion and kingdom:;
then the uniqueness of stations of the principles of causes and
what God created in the essential realities of ranks of origina-
tion and modes of invention according to God’s will and desire
in the Book, verily He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

7 18. Then from the eighteenth letter, the letter Ya’: the sea

of the realm of Lahut; then the sea of the realm of Jabarut;
then the sea of the dominion and kingdom; then the sea about
which God revealed His decree in the Qur’an where He, exalted
be His mention, said: “And We revealed unto Moses’ mother,
saying: Suckle him, and when thou fearest for him then cast
him into the sea, and fear not nor grieve. Lo! We shall bring
him back unto thee and shall make him one of Our messengers.”

19. Then from the nineteenth letter, the letter Kha’: the state
of the seclusion of oneness from all else, and the imposition
of the separation of attributes but not isolation between what
God created through origination and what is besides it; then
the seclusion of the act from the object; then the seclusion
of the cause from the effect; then the seclusion of what God
created in the upper chain from the lower chain.

20. Then from the twentieth letter, the letter Sin: the splendor
of God in the world of the divine cloud; then the splendor of
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God in the world of glory; then the splendor of God in the world
of decree; then the splendor of God in the world of execution.

21. Then from the twenty-first letter, the letter Ra’: the hum-
ming of the army of bees of Lahut in the thickets of Jabarut;
then the thickets which God created for the familiarity of fab-
ricated things; then the thickets wherein God ordained the
decree of justice and none attains to it except through grace;
then the thickets which God intended for all He created and
originated from what His knowledge encompasses, verily He is
the Mighty, the Powerful.

22. Then from the twenty-second letter, the letter Alif: the
root of the universal tree which God created in the realm of
Lahut and made it a sign for the manifestation of the light of
His eternity in origination; then the root of the Tuba tree in
Paradise; then the root of the blessed leaf which was paired
with the first branch from the tree which God created for the
manifestation of the sign of divine authority in the station
of bodies; then the root of the sacred tree which spoke on the
Mount by God’s leave and indicated naught but God - glorified,
glorified and exalted be He above what they describe.

2 23. Then from the twenty-third letter, the letter Lam, which

in that station is the Most Great Tablet wherein all condi-
tions are enumerated, then the Tablet of Command wherein
God has inscribed all that He has revealed, then the Preserved
Tablet which records the deeds of all creation to the extent
encompassed by God’s knowledge, then the Tablet which God
created through Azrael’s knowledge for bestowing spirit upon
every possessor of spirit, and verily he looks upon it at all times
and obeys his Lord’s command according to what he learns of
the decrees of that Tablet by God’s leave - glorified and exalted
be He.

24. Then from the twenty-fourth letter, the letter Alif, the first
sign of Oneness which God gave for the repetition of that pri-
mal Remembrance, then the sign of Oneness which God gave
through the Imams of religion whereby they unite with God
their Creator in all things and unite with God only through
what God has testified for them within the knowledge of the
unseen, then the sign of Oneness which God has deposited in
the reality of all upon which the name of anything is bestowed
from the worlds of the abstract, material, essential, acciden-
tal, qualitative and whatsoever God’s knowledge encompasses
beyond those indications and signs whereby they turn toward
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the dawning-place of the manifestation of the Divine Essence
through negating names, multiplicities and attributes.

25. Then the twenty-fifth letter, the letter Alif, the command
of God whereby man recognizes the signs of abstraction, the
tokens of uniqueness, the evidences of unity and the stations
of glorification, then the command of God whereby the servant
knows the stations of Oneness, essential identities, spiritual re-
alities and the stations which God has made unceasing in every
place, to which the Proof refers in his prayer on the day of Ra-
jab: “And by the stations which cease not in any place.” Then
the command of God whereby the separate things became sep-
arate, the gathered things gathered, the harmonious things
harmonized, and there appeared what was in the kingdom of
names and attributes and the stations of ends and conclusions
up to what God ordained in the rank of the Book. Then the
command of God which Husayn son of ‘Ali established on the
day of ‘Ashura when none could stand with him save those who
willed and who had taken the covenant of his love in the realm
of pre-existence. Thus he said when he stood before the party
of Satan: “Do you call upon Baal and forsake the Best of cre-
ators?” So I ask God of His grace to gather us with those who
desire His decree and who detest those who are content with
the deeds of those who fought against him - may God punish
them as they deserve, for God is not unjust to His servants.

5 26. Then from the twenty-sixth letter, the letter Lam, the

slight sins which God intended in the Book for those who dwell
beyond the veils of divinity - servants for whom God has not
established specific manifestation in the rank of appearance
even if they possess rank of appearance, and they are a people
who look upon things only through the gaze of the Lord, ex-
alted be His glory. Were they to look at anything without the
perspective of the First Point, they would not be among the
people of that station. God knows their station and is aware
of their conditions. May God grant me, and those who are
righteous among their fathers and their offspring, to dwell in
the Gardens of Eden. Verily, He is the All-Forgiving, the Lov-
ing. Then there are those whom God has placed beneath the
shade of the yellow corner of the Throne, and they are people
in whom the fruit of the present has appeared more than those
dwelling in the station of the first corner, and thus its color ap-
peared as yellow. Then there are those whom God has placed
beneath the shade of the green light from the third corner of
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the Throne. Then there are those whom God has placed be-
neath the shade of the red light from the fourth corner of the
Throne, and in that station appear the principles of the light
of the first corner in its reality, then the light of the second
corner in its manifestation, then the light of the third corner
in its attributes, and thus multiplicities and infinities are found
beyond these stations.

And if the observer were to look with the perspective of the
First Point at these signs, he would know the wisdom of grace
in that corner and justice in the ranks to which I have referred.
Verily, unto God returns all judgment in the beginning and the
return.

7 27. Then from the twenty-seventh letter, the letter Dhal: the

pinnacle of the Throne in the heights of the Command, then
the pinnacle of Paradise, then the pinnacle of the ranks of the
abstract and essential realities, then the pinnacle of everything
upon which falls the name of anything among names and at-
tributes.

28. Then from the twenty-eighth letter, the letter Ya, which
is the letter that God created at the end of the name of ‘Ali
(peace be upon him) for the manifestation of the ten grips
at the ultimate rank of the Seal. This letter is among the
luminous letters, and God created the origin of letters as an
example of the supreme realm. Fourteen letters thereof are
for the manifestation of the Family of God (peace be upon
them) in the stations of composition and creation, and it is
the path of ‘Ali, truth we hold fast to. And fourteen letters
thereof are for the manifestation of the stations of reflections of
those mirrors in the station of exposition. God has not created
anything self-subsisting except through the causality of those
universal meanings in the rank of the spirits of those letters,
then the causality of those letters in the rank of the utterances
of these letters which are the station of bodies. And there is
no end to God’s bounty in any regard.

29. Then from the twenty-ninth letter, the letter Nun, which
may be interpreted as that which brings forth the inner wisdom
from utterances: the light of creation in the rank of glorifica-
tion, then the light of invention in the rank of praise, then the
light of origination in the rank of unity, then the light of glory
in the rank of magnification.

30. Then from the thirtieth letter, the letter Alif: the Com-
mand of God by which the heavens and earth were established,
then the Command of God by which the laws of religion are
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confirmed in all stations, then the Command of God which
He has made obligatory upon all to know and understand its
reality, then the Command of God which has appeared upon
the realities of all created things as He willed, how He willed,
such that none among the people of creation knows how that
is, except as God, glorified and exalted be He above what they
describe, may will.

31. Then from the thirty-first letter, the letter Mim: the glory
of God in the kingdoms of the heavens and earth, then the
glory of God in the stations of Command and Creation; then
the glory of God for His chosen ones whom He hath created for
Himself and selected for His Cause, making them the station of
His Self in expression, inasmuch as God cannot be perceived by
sight while He perceiveth all sight, and He is the All-Subtle, the
All-Informed. Then the glory of God for all His servants whom
He hath created from nothing by His decree, and ordained
for them every good thing should they follow His command
through His grace. Verily He is the Bestower, the Possessor of
Perpetual and Supreme Grace.

32. Then from the thirty-second letter, the letter Nun, signi-
fying the light of God in the Primary Niche; then the light of
God in the Lamp; then the light of God in the stations which
God hath ordained for everything in His creation from the
numbered chains: the first chain being the rank of the manifes-
tation of the principles of action, then the second chain being
the principles of the manifestation of the chain of the Seal, then
the chain of the essential realities of creation from the human
plane until reaching the station of dust.

33. Then the thirty-third letter, the letter Waw, signifying
the Authority which God hath created for the manifestation
of His Own Authority in the principles of the Command and
the final ends of the Seal; then the Authority which God be-
stowed upon Muhammad in stations which none can reckon
save God; then the Authority which God established for ‘Ali
in all stations, signs, tokens and verses; then the Authority
which God established in the essences of the abstract realities
of contingent beings in all ranks and stations.

34. Then the thirty-fourth letter, the letter Alif, signifying the
mention of that Eternity which God hath reserved for Himself
and hath forbidden its like to be attributed to any other, and
through it God unifieth all His servants - that Eternity which
was expressive of the manifestation of His Presence, whereof
God made its beginning the same as its end, and its end the
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same as its beginning, and its inward aspect the same as its
outward aspect, and its outward aspect the same as its inward
aspect - the pure, absolute Eternity that indicateth God, glori-
fied be He. Then the Eternity which He permitted for the First
Mention from His Self, and Light from His Command, and Sign
from His Sovereignty, and Geometry from His Grandeur, and
Greatness from His Might, and Manifestation from His Hidden
Presence, and made it for Muhammad, His Beloved, whom He
chose in the First World for the manifestation of the sovereignty
of His Self, and selected from among all the atoms of contin-
gent beings in the worlds of principles for the manifestation of
the authority of His Self-Subsistence over all else.

Then the Eternity which God, exalted be His mention, origi-
nated for the Successors of Muhammad the Messenger of God
and his daughter, establishing it in six stations for the mani-
festation of the letter Waw, among which is the Authority that
relateth to the rank of Will and indicateth the eternity of indi-
cation in the verses of expression, and verily it is the Author-
ity of ‘Ali before whose sublime glory all within the kingdoms
of creation and the cloud-veiled realm did bow down, and to
the certitude of whose supreme dominion all that beareth the
name of existence submitted, and it is the Authority whereby
none in creation can don the garment of existence except after
acknowledging him whom God hath given that supreme rank
in creation. Then the Authority which was derived from that
Authority and indicated the reminder of the End and the Be-
ginning, and it is the Authority which God, glorified be He,
gave to Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali - may my spirit and all within the
kingdoms of Command and Creation be a sacrifice unto him -
who stood in the station of His Father in all praise and glory,
then in judgment and radiance, then in execution and splen-
dor. His was all the grace that belonged to His Father in might
and obedience, in loftiness and honor, and in what God had
ordained in the beginning and the end. He is the One Who, by
God’s leave, conveys to every created thing its sustenance and
gives to everything its due. For those who recognize Him in
that station, neither the veils of contingent existence, nor the
glories of creation, nor the proofs of explanation, nor the signs
of justice in the utterance can conceal Him. God praised His
Beloved through His grace, for He is indeed the Generous, the
Bestower. Then the exalted, resplendent Authority which was
derived from that Authority and indicated those Mirrors that
tell of the Beginning - this is the Authority whose bearer God
made to be Husayn. Then the Authority which God, glorified
be He, specifically assigned to the Qa’im from the family of
Muhammad due to His supreme glory and the pinnacle of His
radiance - this is the Authority to which He points at all times
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upon His breast, saying: “Therein authority belongs to God,
the Truth. He is best in reward, and best in outcome.” May
God hasten His manifestation for the appearance of that ex-
alted Authority and that sublime, resplendent station, through
Muhammad and His family, the best of God’s creation among
humanity. Then the Authority which God gave to the Imams
of the Faith, the pillars of certitude, and the guides of all cre-
ation - His servants whom God made, due to their supreme
glory, to be in His Own station, and made them the pillars of
His unity, the manifestations of His uniqueness, the signs of
His sanctity, and the proofs of His glorification. Through that
universal Authority, they do whatsoever they will by God’s
leave, and their command in any matter is none other than
the command of God, glorified and exalted be He above what
they describe. Then the Authority which God, glorified be He,
gave to Fatima - may God’s blessings be upon her - for the
manifestation of her grandeur; she is the Greater World, and
none knows her right nor the decree of the Authority which
God gave her except God and those whom God created above
her station. And glorified be God, the Lord of the Throne,
above what they describe.

i 35. Then from the thirty-fifth letter, the letter Waw: The

Authority which God created in the Imam. Then the Authority
which was derived from the trace of that Authority, which God
gave to the Chiefs. Then the Authority which was derived
from that Authority borne by the Chiefs, which God gave to
the Nobles. Then the Authority which was derived from that
Authority and was borne by the guides of Islam from among
the great scholars.

36. Then from the thirty-sixth letter, the letter ‘Ayn: The
essence of sulfur before the depth of Oneness, which is the sign
of the Will. Then the right eye before the depth of Decree.
Then the eye of Tiberias before the vast ocean of Judgment.
Then the eye of Barhut before the vast ocean of Execution.

37. Then the thirty-seventh letter, the letter Mim: The Mim
of glory in the station of the first determination. Then the
Mim of glory in the station of the second determination in the
rank of passivity. Then the Mim of glory in the station of
absolute, sublime Authority. Then the Mim of glory in the
station of the manifestations of the radiance of all atoms, from
what God has encompassed in the Book. Glorified and exalted
is He, He knows what is in the heavens and what is on earth,
and not an atom’s weight escapes His knowledge, and He is
the Self-Sufficient, the All-Knowing.
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38. Then from the thirty-eighth letter, the letter Lam: the
signs in the realm of Lahut, then the indications in the realm
of Jabarut, then the stations in the realm of Mulk, then the
tokens in the realm of Malakut. And verily the paths of proof
in manifesting these signs are through the vision of the heart,
through the mystery of possibility which God hath created
in all things - the sign of all things and the meaning of all
things. And thou, gaze and thou shalt undoubtedly recognize
the Cause of God through the Greatest Vision. Then when
God’s knowledge encompasses, if God willeth, the knowledge
of destiny and the mystery of what is ordained.

39. Then from the thirty-ninth letter, the letter Vav: the es-
sential nature, then the innate nature, then the personal na-
ture, then the temporal nature in the stations of the signs of
Command and Creation, whereof none can comprehend the
knowledge save whom God willeth, glorified and exalted be He
above what they describe.

40. Then in the fortieth letter, the letter Alif: the execution
of the Divine Will in the degree of Decree, then the execution
of Purpose in the degree of Origination, then the execution of
Destiny in the degree of Glory, then the execution of the Decree
itself in the ranks of Creation, according to what God willeth
in the judgment of the Beginning and the Day of Return.

41. Then from the forty-first letter, the letter Alif: the deeds of
those who work in God’s religion in the degree of the Truth of
Certainty, then the deeds of those who work in God’s religion
in the degree of the Knowledge of Certainty, then the deeds of
those who work in God’s religion in the degree of Knowledge -
and for each are ranks and stations which none can comprehend
save whom God willeth. Verily He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

3 42. Then from the forty-second letter, the letter Lam: the

banner of Divine Manifestation in the station of that which
is manifested to it through it, then the banner of the first
degree of manifestation, then the appearance of the banner
following the degree of manifestation, then the appearance of
the banner which encompasseth all atoms and surroundeth all
existing things - and this is the banner which today is in the
hands of God’s Proof (may my spirit and all who are in the
kingdoms of Command and Creation be a sacrifice unto him).
And the banner is not in the station of the body, but rather it
is the all-encompassing spirit over the receptacles of contingent
beings.
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43. Then from the forty-third letter, the letter Sad: the mid-
dle prayer, then the Friday prayer, then the noon prayer at the
time of decline, then the prayer which God hath prescribed for
all people, which is the foundation of deeds, the most splendid
of good works, the most excellent of pure things, and the high-
est of good acts. Whosoever is able to pray to God as He hath
desired in the Book for the believers hath indeed achieved a
mighty triumph.

5 44. Then the forty-fourth letter, the letter Alif: the mysteries

of Lahut, then the mysteries of the stations of Jabarut, then the
ordinances of the conditions of the signs of Mulk and Malakut,
then the tokens which God hath placed with the believers that
through them the decree of everything might be distinguished
for every soul, and all might be through these tokens among
those who know.

i 45. Then from the forty-fifth letter, the letter Lam: the pearls

of the seas of abstract realities in the holy realm, the pearls
of the seas of essential natures in the realms of paradise, then
the pearls of the seas of possibility which follow these indica-
tive ranks, which are in reality possibility in relation to the
descending chain and being in relation to the ascending chain,
then the pearls of the seas of physical earth from the begin-
ning of determination to the end of the stations which God
hath desired in the Book, and created by His command above
the dust unto that which terminateth in the moist earth and
the impenetrable, pitch-black, blind darkness.

7 46. Then from the forty-sixth letter, the letter Ha: the permit-

ted things of this religion which are permitted until the Day of
Resurrection; then the forbidden things of that religion which
are forbidden until the Day of Resurrection; then the judgment
of justice for whomsoever God willeth; then the judgment of
grace for whomsoever God desireth - glorified be God and ex-
alted above what they describe!

Then from the forty-seventh letter, the letter Alif: the
command of origins in the hidden things; then the command
of origins in the manifestations of the essences of abstract real-
ities; then the command wherewith God hath commanded all
from the day of the mention of His existence unto that which
hath no end from the outpouring of the All-Merciful; then the
command of God which descendeth thereafter and whereby is
established the judgment of religion as before - may God has-
ten his relief and bring near His promise - and to this referreth
His word, exalted be His mention: “And when Our command
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came, We turned them upside down, and rained upon them
stones of baked clay, one after another, marked from thy Lord,
and they are not far from the wrongdoers.”

48. Then from the forty-eighth letter, the letter Ta: the soil of
the grave of Husayn (peace be upon him); then the soil of the
grave of his father - the blessings of God be upon him as long
as the sun riseth in brilliance and setteth in departure; then
the soil of the graves of the Imams of justice; then the soil of
the grave of the Messenger of God - peace and blessings be
upon him and his family.

49. Then from the forty-ninth letter, the letter Vav: the true
authority in the rank of the verse of unity; then the true author-
ity in the rank of the Will itself; then the authority attributed
to the first authority which is the source of all intentions and
verses and stations and relations and signs; then the authority
which God hath permitted in the Book to those who follow His
command and uphold His religion, for they are the wise ones
of the Household and the learned ones of the school of jus-
tice - whoso recognizeth one of them, it becometh incumbent
upon him to follow him and arise to serve him, for God hath
made love for him love for Himself and obedience to him obe-
dience to Himself, and none hath any way in judgment except
by taking from them and following them, for he perisheth who
perisheth by following others than them, and he succeedeth
who succeedeth in recognizing one of them - and glorified be
God above what they describe!

50. Then from the fiftieth letter, the letter Ta: the soil which
hath been taken as permitted by the suns of infallibility and
the lights of grandeur, for it is the healing for every disease
and the protective talisman from every fear.

51. Then the fifty-first letter, the letter Vav: the authority
which God hath placed in the pillars, and the Imam (peace be
upon him) hath commanded certitude in recognizing them and
believing in their station, as is clearly stated in the tradition
of Jabir where he said, exalted be His mention, until Jabir
said: “Dost thou know what recognition is? Recognition is
the affirmation of unity first, then recognition of the meanings
second, then recognition of the gates third, then recognition
of the Imam fourth, then recognition of the pillars fifth, then
recognition of the chiefs sixth, then recognition of the nobles
seventh” - and it is His word, mighty and glorious: “If the
ocean were ink for the words of my Lord, the ocean would be
exhausted before the words of my Lord were exhausted, even if
We brought the like thereof to add.” And He also recited: “If
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all the trees on earth were pens and the sea (were ink), with
seven seas behind it to add to its (supply), yet the words of
God would not be exhausted. For God is Exalted in Power,
full of Wisdom.”

52. Then from the fifty-second letter are the letters of the Alif:
verses of sanctification in the stations of the Divine Realm,
verses of glorification in the stations of the Realm of Might,
verses of praise in the evidences of sovereignty and dominion,
and verses of unity in the essences of the manifestations of
attributes and names in the earthly realm.

53. Then from the fifty-third letter is the letter Sad: the prayer
of Ghadir among the prescribed prayers, then the prayer of the
Day of Mubahilih, then the prayer of the Day of the Festival,
then the Friday prayer which is the lord of days by the decree
of the Lord of all beings, may God’s blessings be upon him and
his family morning and evening.

5 54. Then from the fifty-fourth letter is the letter Vav: the cre-

ative Guardianship in the inventive Temple, then the inventive
Guardianship in the human Temple, then human Guardianship
in the exalted station and the most distinguished form which
indicated the Divine Identity and declared Divinity, then the
Guardianship established over every soul according to what it
has earned, which none in the realm of existence knows in re-
ality except God, glorified and exalted be He above what they
describe.

55. Then from the fifty-fifth letter is the letter Alif: the hidden
Alif, then the soft Alif, then the manifest Alif, then the non-
connected Alif.

56. Then from the fifty-sixth letter is the letter Ba: God’s trials
in this worldly life for the people of Paradise, then God’s trials
for the people of Ridvan, then God’s trials for the people of the
Crimson Hill, then God’s trials for the people of the Garden
of Peace, and verily that bounty is from the manifestation of
the abundance of trials from the All-Merciful for the people
of those gardens, so ask God by His grace to ordain for the
believers entry into Ridvan by His bounty and favor, for He is
the Bestower, the All-Bountiful.

57. Then from the fifty-seventh letter is the letter Alif: the
Command of God which God revealed its decree in the Qur’an
where He, exalted be His mention, said “Say: The Spirit is of
my Lord’s Command,” then the Command by which all in the
kingdom of the heavens and earth stand, then the Command
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which God has made obligatory upon all to recognize, and
it is the Command of the connected, hidden Pillar from the
three Pillars mentioned in the tradition, then the Command
by which God distinguishes between all things on the Day of
Resurrection in truth and by it God gives to whom He wishes
as He wishes, glorified and exalted be He above what they
describe.

58. Then in the fifty-eighth letter is the letter Lam: the pearls
of the seas of contingent being, then the pearls of the seas
of realities, then the pearls of the seas which God created in
Ridvan, then the pearls of the seas which God created on earth,
and God and the water of all things bears witness to all things
and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

59. Then the fifty-ninth letter is the letter Ha: the limit of
maleness in the First Mention is the station of Will, then the
limit of duality in confirming the First Mention in the station
of duality, then the limit of the station of trinity in the sta-
tion of Destiny for the manifestation of multiplicities and the
emergence of verses and what God has made from the princi-
ples of causes to the ultimate station of names in the plane
of dust, then the limit of the station of Decree and by it is
distinguished the wisdom of origination, and verily when God
decrees a matter, there is no averting it. And truly, modifica-
tion occurs when a thing has not yet attained to the degree
of its decree; otherwise nothing equals it in decisiveness. Yet
for all things there is modification in the station of its essence,
which is inseparable from anything, and this is the station of
the manifestation of justice that encompasses all contingent
beings. None can find tranquility in anything save through
the Lord of Attributes, for contingent modification is a truth
in the Book. Verily God, exalted be the glory of His grandeur
and the majesty of His eternal manifestation, has not caused
such modification for anyone, for through His manifestation
nothing remains in the heavens or earth. Were He to will this
decree for anyone, all atoms would instantly perish and noth-
ing among created things would endure. To this refers His
exalted Word in the prayer of Khidr: “For it comes only from
Thy wrath, Thy vengeance and Thy displeasure, which neither
the heavens nor the earth can withstand.” I seek refuge in God
from His wrath and beseech God of His grace; verily He is the
Bountiful, the Generous.

60. Then from the sixtieth letter, the letter Qaf, is the men-
tion of Power which God created in the station of connection
between Will and Purpose. And verily it is the mention of
the ocean of Oneness which was revealed in the prayer where
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His exalted Word states: “Lord, cause me to enter the depths
of the house of Thy unity and the ocean of the sea of Thy
oneness.”

Then Power which is in all ranks of action from the first men-
tion to the ultimate manifestation, and upon it turn all af-
fairs. Then Power concerning which, when the Imam was asked
about it, he said: “A deep ocean - enter it not.”

Then Power of which God has made incumbent upon all to
know it, and it is more vast than what lies between the earth
of acceptances and the heaven of receptivities. And upon all
in that station is the decree that they should know that God
compels no one into existence, but rather creates whatsoever
He willeth, as He willeth, through what He willeth at the in-
stant of bringing the thing into being for Himself. And verily
the decree of that is the mystery of Power for whoso desires to
know or to remember.

61. Then the sixty-first letter, the letter Vav: The Universal
Authority in the presence of that Countenance which is the
cause of Prophethood in its essence - the blessings of God be
upon him as long as the sun of creation rises with creation
and as long as the sun of invention sets with invention. Never
has any eye beheld the like of Muhammad in the realm of
possibility.

Then the Authority separate from that Authority which God
gave to the Imams of religion and the guides of the people
of certitude, whom God made in the worlds of possibility to
stand in His own stead, and chose them for His mystery, and
selected them for His authority, and made the knowledge of
them identical to knowledge of Him, and obedience to them
identical to obedience to Him, and all that is attributed to
them is like what is attributed to Himself, glorified and ex-
alted be He. None knows their station save God, glorified and
exalted be He above what they describe.

Then the Authority which God derived from the Second Au-
thority and made it, through the might of His sublime author-
ity, for the successors of His Beloved among the Prophets and
Messengers. And verily through it they do, by God’s leave,
what they are commanded, and they disobey not God for the
twinkling of an eye, and verily they are the chosen ones.

Then the Authority which God, glorified be His sublimity, has
given to all contingent beings, and verily through knowledge
of it they excel one another. To this refers the word of Alj,
peace be upon him, where he said: “Verily the learned excel
one another in knowledge of what is not apparent.”
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;. And to this refereth the words of Ali, who said: “Verily, the

learned differ in their knowledge of that which is neither man-
ifest nor hidden.” The ways of expressing this matter differ
according to the degrees, for in the first day it was the Word
of Unity. Then, when the causes of the greater world had ma-
tured, God made it the Word of Prophethood. Then, when
the station of religion was established thereby, God made it
the station of Divine Authority. And verily it hath a station
that shall be made manifest in the hidden pillar of the Word
that was revealed in the tradition of its wisdom. And if thou
wilt observe with the eye of reality the secret of existence, thou
wilt witness the decree of the four pillars in the Perfect Word.
Therefore did the Imam say, when asked by one of the Chris-
tians about the Most Great Name: “I shall tell thee of all four.
As for the first, it is ‘There is no God but God, alone with
no partner, the Everlasting. The second is ‘Muhammad is the
Messenger of God, the sincere one.” The third is ‘We are the
Family of the House. And the fourth is ‘Our followers are from
us, and we are from the Messenger of God, and the Messenger
of God is from God.”’

For this reason did the seeker say: “I bear witness that there
is no God but God and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
God, and that whatsoever he brought from God is truth, and
that ye are God’s chosen ones from among His creation, and
that your followers are the purified, the guided ones, and unto
them belongeth the end with God. And praise be to God, the
Lord of the worlds.”

Then the Divine Authority which God hath bestowed upon
all things according to their capacity, as befitteth them - and
none knoweth the decree of this handiwork in the mention of
Divine Authority save God, and glorified be God above what
they describe.

62. Then from the sixty-second letter, the letter Ta: the soil
of the ground of Husayn’s tomb, then the soil of the ground
of Kufih, then the soil of the tombs of the Imams of justice,
then the soil of Medina, for excellence lieth in the degree of
manifestation, not in the degree of precedence in stations that
preceded the thing in the station of concealment.

2 63. Then from the sixty-third letter, the letter Vav: servitude

through the signs of majesty after the removal of the veils
and allusions, then servitude in the station of the sobriety of
the known, then servitude in the station of the attraction of
Oneness, and servitude in the station wherein Ali commanded
Kumayl, when he, exalted be His mention, said in the stations
of unity: “Extinguish the lamp, for the dawn hath broken.”
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64. Then the sixty-fourth letter, the letter Alif: the bounties
of God for the people of the Paradise of Firdaws, then the
bounties of God for the people of the Paradise of Ridvan, then
the bounties of God for the people of the Garden of Eden, then
the bounties of God for the Garden of Peace. And the mention
of attachment to these gardens is from the manifestation of the
degree of decree in the execution whereby all manifestations in
the degree of exposition are distinguished from the conditions
in the station of explanation.

65. Then from the sixty-fifth letter, the letter Sad: the patience
of the servant upon the decree of his Creator, then the patience
of the servant in obedience to his Lord, then the patience of
the servant in disobedience, then the patience of the servant in
calamity. And for all are degrees according to what they have
wrought, and verily God will recompense the doers.

35 66. Then from the sixty-sixth letter, the letter Vav: the uni-

versal Divine Authority in the degree of the Point, then the
all-embracing Divine Authority in the degree of the Alif, then
the Divine Authority standing over every soul in the degree of
the Ba, then the Divine Authority which God hath made in
the station of the sign of the unity of all things in the degree
of the letter Lam. And verily that letter hath many stations,
as thou knowest in the station of remembrance, while in the
station of exposition it is manifest and needeth no mention in
discourse.

67. Then from the sixty-seventh letter, the letter Alif, are the
signs of the conditions of the Divine Essence in the station of
essential realities, identities, individualities, and momentary
states, and whatsoever God hath intended beyond these indi-
cations, tokens and allusions, and that which none can com-
prehend save the Lord of Names and Attributes. Then the
signs of the manifestations of Will in the station of infinitudes,
mysteries, and ultimate ends in their ranks unto whatsoever
God, exalted be His glory, hath intended in the mention of to-
kens, verses, stations, indications, qualities, accidents, and mo-
mentary states, which none can comprehend save whom God
willeth. Then the signs of the stations of the All-Merciful and
conditions of Divine Unity and manifestations of Eternality in
the essential rank of destiny and the mystery of determina-
tion, wherein the judgments of that rank do not suffice in the
outward station save through inward manifestations and indi-
cations of the inmost heart, which none can comprehend save
God, glorified and exalted be He above what they describe.
Then the radiating, effulgent, resplendent verses which God
hath created in the ranks of the oneness of worship for the ori-
entation of beings toward the station which He hath deposited
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in the realities of the abstract and the essences of the mate-
rial, which is not hidden from him who beholdeth the signs of
first principles in the station of manifestations within the eye
of multiplicity. Thus do most people associate partners with
God in the station of unity, though this matter, despite its
lofty station, its great significance and its glory, is nearer than
the twinkling of an eye when it attaineth unto the Greatest Vi-
sion, for the servant in the moment of his orientation toward
God pierceth the veils and attaineth unto the light of majesty
without separation or extinction. Verily this matter, despite
the greatness of its essence and the antiquity of its identity,
is easier in the rank of existence than the mention of the In-
tended One. May God preserve each of His servants on that
path through His grace, for He is the Bestower, the Forgiving.

7 68. Then from the sixty-eighth letter, the letter Ba, is the

mainland of the Divine Essence which God hath created in
what He intended of the conditions of abstract essences which
none among creation can comprehend. Then the mainland of
Divine Unity wherein is mentioned somewhat of the aspect of
limitations and infinite signs, and verily in that station there
floweth not what floweth in the judgments of the first mainland,
for in the first rank is the station of pure abstraction, while in
that rank it hath a mentioned identity, though it appeareth
not to any save whom God willeth, due to its pure simplicity
and lofty rank. Yet it is not hidden from Him from Whose
knowledge nothing in the heavens and earth escapeth, and ver-
ily He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing. Then the mainland of
the Kingdom and the Realm wherein are the essential realities
of pure signs and manifest tokens indicating the Command.
Yet since the Command was veiled in discourse behind veils, it
behooveth the wayfarer in that land to observe not the signs
of abstraction therein save through the eye which God created
in his highest consciousness, for in the rank of trinity true wor-
ship and unity are not possible, since the servant at the time of
worship, were he to have one aspect turned toward God, one
aspect turned toward himself, and one aspect turned toward
the words he reciteth - making them an intermediary between
himself and his Creator - he has not achieved true unity with
the Truth. For the Christians said He was the third of three,
and whoever does not trace back the multiple aspects to the
Single Point in the station of verses, his sin is recorded in the
Book of God. Indeed God, through His subtle craftsmanship,
has deposited in the essential reality of all atoms a sign of His
oneness, that they might recognize His unity thereby and know
Him through it, associating nothing with Him. Since people
are veiled from the countenance of the Divine Essence, they
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cannot, in the world of multiplicity, observe the signs of unity
within multiplicity itself. Therefore most people commit poly-
theism in the station of unity. Yet this matter, despite its lofty
station, grand significance and glory, is nearer than the twin-
kling of an eye when connected to the Greatest Vision. For
when the servant turns to God, he rends the veils and attains
to the light of majesty without separation or extinction. And
this matter, despite its mighty essence and eternal being, is eas-
ier in the realm of existence than mentioning the non-existent.
God preserves all His servants on this path through His grace,
for He is the Bestower, the Forgiving One.

s Then know that the earth of the human realm is the source

of desires, misdeeds and sins by which the servant perishes in
matters of religion. It has various ranks in this exalted sta-
tion which all must understand lest they stumble in matters of
doubt. Among them is the earth of the universal soul within
the servant, through which the servant assumes the forms of
hell or paradise as encompassed by God’s knowledge. An-
other is the earth of nature, through which one inclines toward
desires, habits, connections, associations and similar stations.
Another is the earth of the ego-self which, when the servant as-
cends and rises to it, is a dark black darkness that will destroy
him if he becomes heedless of it. The wayfarer in these stations
must observe in all conditions and manifestations the revela-
tion of the light of the Divine Essence. If anything interferes
with His cause, one should obey, otherwise take refuge in one’s
Lord lest these temporary egos destroy him in any station.

When this matter was mentioned in the Book, its trace was
detailed in the discourse so that none would be deprived of
their portion, and all might witness their Creator’s bounty in
all their stations, signs, indications, movements, glances and
thoughts, and what God has ordained for them from the be-
ginning of causes to the end of the matter, until it connects
with the deaf, dark, blind, hellish darkness. Then from the
sixty-ninth letter comes the standing alif by which God estab-
lished all who are in the kingdoms of creation and command,
then the alif which God made hidden in the realities of contin-
gent beings and existence, then the alif which appeared after
the Point’s manifestation in the world of appearance, then the
alif through which all letters are adorned in this world and
through which all speak as God wills, however He wills, with
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what He wills. There is no repelling His command and no ex-
hausting His wisdom. Glory be to Him and exalted is He! How
mighty is His cause and how noble His station! Glory be to
Him!

And exalted be His glory, high above all that they describe!
Then the letter Alif, which in the letters indicates in the fifth
rank from the numerical value of the letter Ha’, points to God,
the All-Glorious. He is the Unknowable, the Inaccessible, Who
cannot be comprehended by those who dwell within the multi-
plicities of the Command or the signs of creation. God alone
knoweth His wisdom - glorified and exalted be He above all
that they associate with Him!

70. Then from the seventieth letter, the letter Lam is the ban-
ner of the Name “the Restrainer” in the rank of the element
of fire in the realm of celestial spheres, Names and Attributes.
Ha’ Mim Lam is the Name “the Life-Giver” in the rank of air,
whereby God giveth life to whomsoever He willeth. Then the
Lam which God hath placed in the station of His Name “the
Ever-Living” for the creation of contingent beings, the mani-
festation of hidden things, and the concealment of wills. Then
the Lam which God hath placed in the rank of His Name “the
Slayer” for the appearance of the seal in the ranks of begin-
ning, from infinity unto infinity, as God willeth - glorified and
exalted be He above all that they describe!

71. Then from the seventy-first letter, the letter Sad is the
decree of the Divine Unity which was revealed in the station
manifesting the signs of the Essence, that He verily hath ever
been, with no mention of aught else beside Him, and will ever
be as He hath been. He is the Eternal, Whose beginning is
identical with His end and Whose end is identical with His
beginning. No thing in contingent existence hath ever known
Him, nor is there any sign of Him in the entities. He is ex-
alted above the mention of all else, for knowledge is contingent
upon association, and unity comes after the non-existence of
otherness in the rank of mentioning the station.

Verily the Command in that station is the pure, absolute Unity
which hath ever indicated God through the indication of estab-
lishment, not of revelation. It hath ever indicated that He is
the Single, the Eternal, Whom none besides Him can compre-
hend, and none save Him can know His presence. For the
highest abstractions of the realities of creation are, in their
essence, severed from the presence of His invention, and the
loftiest ranks of the substances of the station of origination are
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separate from the holy precincts of the station of His creative
manifestation.

Glorified and exalted is He Who created all He willed as He
willed from nothing, with no connection between Him and His
eternity, nor any mention in any station of His causation. Ex-
alted and sublime is His presence above anyone being able to
say regarding Him “He is”, for the word of identity in the
highest ranks of the manifestations of Divine Unity indicateth
through severance and relateth through prevention. The simil-
itude in the realities of abstraction indicateth naught save His
creation, nor in the ultimate aims of uniqueness save His in-
vention - glorified and exalted be He above all they describe!

5 Then the Divine Unity which hath appeared in the station

manifesting the mention of the First, indicating Him, and in
every aspect being a name for Him - and it is the Name which
God hath specially designated for His Beloved and chosen for
His Prophet (peace be upon him). It is not permissible for
anyone in that station to mention the pure Unity except His
holy presence, for He hath ever been a needy servant before His
presence of Self-Subsistence, and His essential nature hath no
mention save through mention itself in the station of existence.
And verily apart from that, were it possible in contingent exis-
tence, He - may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him - would have
been its bearer. And it is not permissible for anyone in that
station to mention those Names and Attributes except after
the removal of the veils and allusions.

And the attributes, except after the unveiling of the veils, the
allusions, the signs and the tokens, and that which God hath
ordained beyond the endings, through the infinite unto the ut-
most end. For without the consciousness of the heart none can
comprehend that which was revealed in that Book to that most
excellent being, since the consciousness of the intellect is but
the first station of determination and cannot know things in
their limited state. Therefore most people, when they behold
that Book or learn somewhat of its inner meanings, cannot
grasp the reality of the matter and speak with their tongues
what followeth their desires. God is not heedless of them - their
description shall be their recompense, and on the Day of Res-
urrection He will judge between them concerning that which
they fabricated.

Then mention of the Divine Unity which God hath bestowed
upon His Friend in the station of the manifestation of abso-
lute sovereignty and universal authority, which hath ascended
above all things and naught can withstand it. Verily, He is the
Guide in that station unto every created thing its sustenance,
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and the Giver unto every possessor of right his right. And ver-
ily He beareth, by God’s leave, mention of the Divine Unity
in the degree of His oneness, and this station befitteth none
other than Him. Glory be to God, Lord of Creation! The eye
of origination hath not seen the like of ‘Ali, nor is it possible in
invention, and God was, beyond him, powerful over all things.

¢ Let none be confused regarding the decree that after God’s

power over all things, how could there not be possible in orig-
ination the like of ‘Ali. For the power by which origination is
made possible is itself in the degree of the Will, and naught
else is possible. All that God hath created He willed to create
- it is not possible except through it. Therefore most people
have become confused in understanding that exposition, but
the decree, as I have indicated, is evident in thy presence, for
the matter in reality correspondeth to outer forms.

Yea, in the forms of the debased, were man to imagine aught,
it would be like His words, exalted be His mention: “Take not
two gods,”® for verily, that Word is the key that unlocketh
the souls, and the broom that sweepeth away the cobwebs of
vain imaginings; for in truth naught can be compared unto it,
since he who would liken it unto aught else shall never succeed,
once the tokens become subtle, the signs exalted, the symbols
magnified, and the names and attributes sanctified.

Return thou not, then, save unto that which was cast forth
for him who desireth to behold the realities of the stations of
origination in that Book; for unto God belongeth the judgment,
in the beginning and in the end.

He then made mention of the Divine Singleness (Samadaniyyah)
which God hath permitted the Imams of justice to proclaim in
the station of bounty. They, verily, are the guides unto God
and unto His Singleness from the pre-eternity of all eternities,
through that guidance which announced the appearance of
the second manifestation of Singleness after the disclosure of
the first rank. None save them is allowed to utter that Name
in the realm of exposition; for even as God created the Imams
and made them the guardians of His own Self within the
worlds of possibility and the manifestations of created forms,
so likewise hath He, exalted be He, chosen from among the
Names and Attributes certain most comely Words, which He

3Qur’an 16:51.
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hath reserved unto His own Essence, that none besides Him
may utter.

Among these is His Name al-Samadaniyyah — a Name that
none may reveal save to manifest His unity and the signs of
His abstraction in the stations of command and creation.

3 And now, as I make mention of these allusive mysteries, I

beseech those who look upon these Words to pronounce the
decree of exposition according to the path of the people of
elucidation. But should none among them comprehend the im-
port of these intimations, and should aught of doubt find place
within his heart, let him return unto God and supplicate of His
grace; then let him be silent, if the meanings appear obscure
unto him.

Yet the matter is manifest before Thy Presence, and needeth
no exposition; and upon God is reliance in whatsoever hath
been revealed from the world of being and creation unto the
realm of vision.

5 72. Then from the seventy-second letter, the letter Ba, is the

innermost essence of the Primal Eternity which God created
by itself for itself, and made it, in the very essence of multi-
plicity, a sign of unity, as ‘Ali (peace be upon him) indicated
in his sermon on Friday and at Ghadir: “And I bear witness
that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, whom He
chose in pre-existence above all nations, distinct from any like-
ness among humankind or similitude. He established him in
His own station in conveyance, since eyes comprehend Him
not, nor do thoughts of mind encompass Him, yet He compre-
hendeth all sight, and He is the All-Subtle, the All-Informed.”
Then the innermost essence of the Secondary Eternity in the
rank of Guardianship, then the innermost essence of multiplic-
ity in the station of Power, which is the greatest depth and the
mightiest ocean and the vastest sea. Then the aforementioned
innermost essence in the worlds of the abstract and material,
the essential and accidental, the existential and essential qual-
ities, the personal and temporal, the purposes and aims and
ends, and what God hath created beyond these stations of the
signs of the realm of divinity, the indications of the station of
might, the tokens of the station of sovereignty and dominion,
and the verses deposited in the essential realities of the peo-
ple of the mortal realm, which none encompasseth save God,
glorified and exalted be He above what they describe.

i 73. Then from the seventy-third letter, the letter Ra, is the

mercy by which abstractions gained essence and materiality
became real, and by which beings ascend from the stations
of beginnings unto the infinite, and what God hath created
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beyond these stations of that which no one’s knowledge en-
compasseth save His own hallowed Being. Then the mercy
by which God originated all contingent things from nothing
through pure creation and absolute origination, and the con-
ditions which are in themselves the cause in the principles of
causes for themselves by themselves, whereby realities became
real and separated things united and opposites combined and
essences gained essence and brilliant things shone forth, and
what God intended beyond these signs of names and attributes.
Then the mercy which God hath given to the Imams of justice
and the guides of the people of grace, whereby they act in
God’s religion as God willeth for them and aid God’s religion
through His words, though the idolaters be averse. Then the
mercy which God originated in the station of the unity of deeds,
whereby the choices of beings and the signs of all contingent
things are distinguished - and this is the mercy whose outer
aspect is vengeance for the wicked and whose inner aspect is
mercy for the righteous, and whereby He causeth whom He
willeth to enter Paradise and whom He willeth to enter the
fires by God’s will, glorified be He. And His mercy is not fully
manifest in appearance except in that station. And verily God
hath borne His bearer Al-Hasan (peace be upon him) - may my
spirit and all within the kingdom of command and creation be
his sacrifice - and he giveth unto all multiplicities according to
how their souls have turned and their hearts have praised, and
he shall surely recompense them their due and judge between
them, and not an atom’s weight is hidden from His knowledge
in the heavens and the earth. And verily in that station this
mercy is the name of the Life-Giver, and through it the unbe-
liever accepts the decree of unbelief and is content with the fire
in the fire through his knowledge, and likewise is the decree for
the believer. And nothing can don the garment of existence ex-
cept through that Universal, Effulgent, Radiant, Resplendent,
Sanctified Mercy, and it is the Universal Tree whose decree
God hath sent down in the Qur’an. It hath no manifestations
in the realm of the outward except through the essence of the
inward. God knoweth the true decree of that mercy - glorified
and exalted be He above what they describe. Then there is
the mercy which God hath sent down beneath the third rank,
and through it the divine decree floweth before final judgment
through implementation. And in that rank there is no decree
of justice except without grace when the receptacles of created
things are completed in the presence of the holy bounty of
Glory.
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7 At this juncture the interpretation of each letter is ended. Ver-

ily God inspireth whomsoever He willeth with knowledge of
these allusions as He willeth through what He willeth, and His
command in His affairs hath no end. And verily whenever I
have expounded the meanings in the letters, it is from the in-
ner interpretation concerning which permission hath come in
the traditions from the pure Imams (peace be upon them) that
mention of the names which God and His friends love - if any-
one were to interpret the Qur’an, he should act upon the path
which God, glorified be He, hath intended. But none have been
able to determine the decree of interpretation along that path,
for the Balance must needs be in the hand of man, and the
Standard removeth all contradictions and doubts. And verily
none but he who hath known the stations of the attributes and
reached the depth of knowledge is able to interpret even a letter
in the stations of the inner meaning, for God will question all
on the Day of Resurrection concerning what their hands have
wrought. And if anyone should expound a decree without clear
proof, his shall be the sin in the Book of God. But some peo-
ple, since they have not intended reality, have been unable to
distinguish between forms; perchance they make judgments or
interpret some aspect of the verses when God hath not per-
mitted anyone to mention allusions, significances, signs and
stations.

s [7. commentary on the surah from the outward perspective]

But now a kind of outward interpretation is raised, which is
that what is meant by His exalted words “By the declining
day” can be understood in the station of interpretation as all
manifestations of justice and aspects of grace. And one who
hath not become aware of the reality of abstraction or knoweth
not the decree of unity hath no station on that path, and this
is what is meant by the inner meaning of the outward. And
it is possible to make it the Point of existence and make the
Command an action.

And when “the declining day” is interpreted by the First Re-
membrance, it hath numbered aspects, including the simplic-
ity of the upright alif which relateth to the station of the Most
Great Lord - may my spirit and all who are in the kingdom
of command and creation be a sacrifice for Him. And verily
that matter hath manifestations in the station of composition,
appearances in the station of creation, verses in the station of
abstraction, signs in the station of unity, evidences in the sta-
tion of glorification, and names and appearances beyond that
matter when the servant desireth to mention the words of the
attributes or desireth to become aware of the holy lights of the
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manifestation of the Essence in the realm of particles. And ver-
ily thou knowest that some manifestations become confused for
the servant in the station of admixture, yet when one observeth
in all ranks the aspects of Lordship in each station according
to its measure, one recognizeth all ranks in the stations which
God hath ordained for them. In explaining this station, some
philosophers have stumbled in establishing knowledge of the
Essence through mention of fixed archetypes and Simple Real-
ity, for they failed to unveil from behind the veils of their inner
mysteries the Glory of the Command and the signs of creation.
Thus have souls fallen, in mentioning justice and the balance
of grace, to the station of limitation.

As the Pen hath flowed in mentioning this station, I shall ex-
plain its meaning: God hath made the Will its own identity to
preserve its existence, which is not mentioned except through
it, and in the station of limitation it was a sign unto it in
the realm of the manifestation of its essential nature. The
knowledge of the Essence and Attributes mentioned by the
people of infallibility - God’s blessings be upon them - if the
observer’s gaze be fixed upon the manifestations of the signs
of the Essence and tokens of the primal Attributes, and if as-
pect of the inner meaning be mentioned, then should man wit-
ness the stations of the First Principles, he would interpret in
the word “by the declining day” all the Most Beautiful Names
which God hath sent down in the Book.

The intended meaning in this station is ‘Ali, for Muhammad
the Messenger of God was in the station of the dawning of the
Light of Manifestation, and He was the noon, while He (may
my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him) was the bearer of His light
itself in the afternoon prayer. The oath by His truth is the
oath by the truth of God’s Most Great Name, for it is the first
name God chose for Himself and made it the station of His
action. To this referreth the saying of al-Sadiq (peace be upon
him): “The first that God chose for Himself was the Most High,
the Great.”

When “the declining day” is interpreted as ‘Ali, it behooveth
man to interpret “man” in the station of ignorance of the Uni-
versal Soul from which sins and misdeeds are differentiated.
Therefore doth God station it on the Bridge on the Day of
Resurrection that it might recognize the emanation of all sins
from itself. Though there be differences in the meaning of the
verse, there is no judgment in the station of returning to the
observer’s view, for in the noble verse “and man assumed it,
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indeed he was unjust, ignorant,”® it hath been interpreted in
one station as referring to ‘Ali (peace be upon him), for he bore
the guardianship and was of unknown worth and oppressed in
judgment, while in another station it hath been interpreted as
referring to Abu’d-Dawahi (God’s curse be upon him), for he
bore in reverse the guardianship which God had forbidden him,
and he was indeed unjust and ignorant.

“Man” hath specified stations: among them is man in the sta-
tion of meanings, then man in the station of gates, then man in
the station of Imamate, and among them is man in the station
of pillars, and among them is man in the station of chiefs, and
among them is man in the station of nobles.

For the latter ranks, nothing is mentioned in any station except
under its rank. Just as in the atoms there are essential natures
in the descending chain breadthwise and in fullness in relation
to the ascending chain, likewise is the judgment in the station
of bodies, for essences descend through all ranks until reaching
the station of bodies. All that floweth in the station of the
Essence floweth likewise in the station of Attributes and bodies.
The reason why bodies of the higher rank are affected by the
lower rank is due to the station of acceptance which the one of
higher station willingly chooses, lest anyone be prevented from
what God, exalted be His glory, has bestowed upon them.

Without doubt, had Husayn on the Day of ‘Ashura wished to
destroy all who are in earth and heaven, they would have per-
ished through him, for the cause of all existence was naught
but the decree of God which God had made him the bearer
thereof. Yet despite such supreme power and exalted station,
when the hosts of falsehood mustered the force of deeds possi-
ble at their stations, he - may my spirit and all who dwell in
the kingdoms of command and creation be a sacrifice for him
- did not withhold from them the gift which he had graciously
bestowed upon them from his presence. He desired God’s good-
pleasure and meeting with Him, and those stations which God,
glorified be He, had promised in the hereafter. Were it not for
this, how could it be possible for the body of the Messenger of
God (peace be upon him) to be simultaneously in the house
of Humayra, in heaven, in paradise, in the fire, and in every
place designated by a name? Indeed, even now for God’s sake
his holy body is likewise. Verily, had no one wronged him -
may my spirit be a sacrifice for him - his body would not have
changed in this earthly life, for it was perfectly balanced to

4Qur’an 33:72.
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such a degree that even if endless ages and the ultimate man-
ifestations were to pass over it, it would not change. Indeed
his body - may my spirit be a sacrifice for him - was might-
ier than the station of abstraction of those whom God had
placed beneath his rank, for that station appeared in creation
through their bodies, and this is the ruling of reality. There-
fore the Proof remained alive despite what was decreed for
him of numbered circumstances. Verily, had no one wronged
him - may my spirit be a sacrifice for him - he would not have
changed throughout ancient ages nor in times to come, but
would have entered paradise in his body. However, now God’s
way has proceeded differently due to what people have done
to them besides Him. Had they prevented them from what
God had ordained for them, they would not have been able to
war against God’s friend. But they did not prevent them from
God’s bounty, that their choices might be manifest and their
deeds might emerge, and what God had willed for them in the
Book. And verily in the outward station, although their bodies
are affected by the action of steel, yet at the time of being af-
fected they feel no pain. Thus it is related in the traditions that
when ‘Ali removed the arrow from his foot during prayer, he
did not feel it. Likewise concerning the companions of Husayn
(peace be upon him), where it is related in meaning that their
hearts were like snow in their longing for the Supreme Con-
course and the Greatest Vision, and they were not affected by
what befell their bodies, for in that station they found delight
in naught save the meeting with God and His good-pleasure.
Thus those who feel no pain endure all pain in God’s path,
hoping for His grace and seeking His good-pleasure and tran-
quility in the presence of His Beauty. Beyond the mention
of these stations there undoubtedly flow infinite decrees unto
ends which none can reckon save God, glorified and exalted be
He above what they describe.

And all that I have indicated regarding the meaning of “man”
pertains to the inner stations, while regarding the outward
aspect, without doubt the human form - which is the divine
temple - is as Ali (peace be upon him) said: “The human
form is God’s greatest proof to His creation, and it is the book
written by His hand, and it is the temple built by His wisdom,
and it is the gathering of all the forms of the worlds, and it is
the summary of the preserved tablet, and it is the witness to
all that is hidden, and it is the proof against all who deny, and
it is the straight path, and it is the bridge extended between
Paradise and Hell.”

The meaning of His exalted mention regarding “loss” encom-
passes infinite degrees in all stations within its realm. Among
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these is the loss in the station of the unity of the Divine Essence,
which occurs when the servant approaches God through the
perspective of contingency and sees himself and his Lord in
the station of unity in consciousness. The subtlest degree of
loss lies in that station, which is the most severe of stations in
the manifestation of retribution.

Among these also is the loss in the station of the unity of
attributes, when the servant fails to comprehend what God
has commanded regarding the laws of that station - concerning
the negation of names and attributes from the holy sanctuary
of the Essence, and the affirmation of the attributes of the
Essence for the repose of hearts and minds in the station of
the Essence without alteration in the mention of names and
attributes. Rather, the Essence is knowledge, power, and life,
and what is beyond that is what hearts need to affirm in the
station of exposition.

The judgment over which philosophers have differed - that the
attributes of knowledge and life are distinct in the station of
recognition because the existence of knowledge necessitates the
existence of the known, while in life this cause does not apply -
stems from the limited perspective of the observer. Otherwise,
just as the Essence is that life, so too is the Wise One in the
station of knowledge. Just as the cause of life in the Essence
needs no mention of life from creation, likewise in knowledge
the servant needs no existing known thing to prove His exalted
knowledge.

Some philosophers, being unable to understand that station,
found themselves compelled to affirm secondary essences
within the Essence - and that is polytheism in the school of
God’s pure family. Whoever traverses this path without this
pure approach has indeed borne the loss of the station of
recognition and was thereby among the sinful.

Among these also is loss in the station of the unity of deeds.
In this station, most people’s feet have slipped in failing to rec-
ognize the mystery of destiny and the decree of the Ordainer.
Some people have gone toward compulsion - and that is in-
deed loss - while others have gone toward delegation - and
that is indeed loss. The one who does not suffer loss in that
station is he who sees through the command between two com-
mands and the position between two positions, who knows the
stations of everyone’s choices as they truly are, and who wit-
nesses the answer in God’s words “Am I not your Lord?” in
the first scene at the time of address, wherein the servant wit-
nesses in every circumstance the decree of power, the mystery
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of divine determination, observing the quality of opposition
within the station of unity. For how can the servant, in the
very moment he is consumed by the fire of accepting unbelief,
accept punishment, when reason neither consents to this nor
passes judgment upon it? Likewise is the decree in this earthly
life, for man, despite his knowledge of God’s punishment and
his certainty of His decree, persists in disobedience. None can
distinguish between these stations in any way, for this is the
station of man’s attainment when he comprehends the mystery
of the divine utterance and suffers no loss.

3 Among such losses is that which occurs in the station of the

unity of worship, when the servant associates aught else with
the worship of his Lord. The degrees of such association are
more subtle than any can enumerate. The ultimate station of
pure recognition is the servant’s regard for himself or for that
whereby he worships, for such deed gives rise to a third decree.
This is akin to the saying of the Christians, whereof God hath
spoken: “The Christians say: God is the third of three” Thus
hath God spoken concerning the stations of men: “And most
of them believe not in God without associating others with
Him.” He hath warned all against such association, saying in
the Book: “Verily God forgiveth not that partners should be
associated with Him, though He forgiveth whom He pleaseth
as to all else”

Verily the path, despite its utmost delicacy and supreme glory,
is exceedingly difficult, for if the servant can perform two cy-
cles of prayer without attending to mention of self or aught else
besides God, but rather turneth wholly toward the pure man-
ifestation of the Essential Being, beside Whom naught else is
mentioned, then hath he attained the pinnacle of grace and the
ultimate justice. None among His creation can truly know this
station, for when mention of conjunction or of aught besides
His Essence occurs, it is but the trace of that rank. Though
this matter may be attained by the servant in less than the
twinkling of an eye, it is more difficult than all else in the
stations of the four journeys.

5 The ultimate grace, were people capable of it, is pure identity

and orientation toward His manifested countenance through
Him. Beyond this is the station of pure annihilation wherein
no mention of the servant remains save God’s mention of Him-
self. Less than this God bestoweth upon whomsoever He wil-
leth among His servants as He pleaseth. None can reverse His
command or His word, and He is the Most High, the Supreme.
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76 When thou witnesseth the decree of loss in these recorded sta-

tions, knowledge of which is incumbent upon all, likewise doth
the decree flow in the verses of Prophethood and Guardianship,
and in what God hath intended for mankind in the verses of
His light-manifesting Ones. Verily God, glorified be He, hath
created all things in all stations in the likeness of the stations
of His unity’s manifestation and the signs of His glorification.
He hath brought forth in man’s station four ranks [fu’ad, ‘aql,
nafs, jasad]:

Among them the rank of his heart [fu’ad], which is the station
of the mystery of contingent being and the appearance of His
Holiness the Bab’s countenance in human essence. This is the
station of the impenetrable unseen, which veils cannot conceal,
which proofs cannot parallel, which no mention in the station of
essences, identities, substances and accidents can equal, save
through God’s revelation thereof through it in its station of
indicating that station, which is the station of the Hidden Pillar
that God hath made a part of the Perfect Word, as revealed
in the tradition. Therefore appeared the word of the three
verses’ ordinances while its mystery remained concealed, due
to creation’s inability to bear it in the beginning and the end.
Rather, it is the fruit of origination and the ultimate purpose
of the outpouring of invention in the station of man, through
whom God is known and none else. Were its mystery to be
unveiled, the station of the inmost of the inmost would be
revealed. Whosoever knoweth it and asketh “why” and “how”
hath opposed God in His judgment, disputed His sovereignty,
contended with His grandeur, and incurred His wrath - his
abode shall be hell, a woeful refuge for the wrongdoers.

Verily this station in man [the fu’ad] is the station of his highest
consciousness, than which nothing higher is possible in contin-
gent being. It is the station of the fourth letter of the Greatest
Name mentioned in the tradition of Kazim, where he - ex-
alted be his remembrance - said in reply to the monk as we
mentioned before. Along this difficult path and arduous way,
some mystics have sought to know the bearer of that Name
hypothetically, just as they sought to know the three pillars
of the Names. It hath an appointed time when God willeth to
manifest it - the Name which when the Proof manifesteth it at
the beginning of his revelation to the three hundred and thir-
teen companions, they flee from its exalted nature and cannot
bear the apex of his Cause, until they say before his presence
“Thou art not our master.” Likewise is the judgment regarding
the Reality which he - may my spirit and the spirits of all in
the kingdoms of command and creation be his sacrifice - shall
manifest in Kufa: a scroll from the Messenger of God which he
shall draw forth from his sword’s hilt, written in fresh golden

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

GG 0l S el Sl 13
A wbe K de 2p )5kl
B LTl R 50 o G g S
5 s 81 3] 5 051 llan ST G A
oot Sl e UG K g
oldyl (-LE»L:;&\AJSJ ol L) g ol g

el s 0l WAl el
LS 3 0L 5 e Bl g OEGY
aily Y el wadll b plie o 5 OLAY
53 asla Y OV Sl Yy ol
s ol s Sl s oSl plie 3
WY plin Gl W 1 V) ol o)
S O5SUI o) plin gy Bl M3 e
Sl 3 dr K Ll Al e A des
o s BN AT (T R e 1
345 ald) s alad) G Gl (F e
LAY plae G plis V1 b 3le 5 ¢l
wqﬂ)}a\}w‘ya&s\(}ﬁqgm
65 8,0 or s bl bl plie glsy )
sl 3 a3l 5 45 3 B sl B g 5
oo el g il S a3 eslr

Al 6L wi)f-é’r“ubj o

o piun Llci(suﬁﬁ du“y\@rm\ \-\b:)\j
plis s 5w ol OSLYI G S5 Y ol

N S P P R
A Ol oSS 3 b C LS
5 A el Vs e s g3 oo oS3
B a0 sbAl am Jumel egldl g b
b g o2l ‘_}.,\,idc fwy\;e,us ‘_}:l,

5l Wl Ol oyl ey b3l 0 gl

Oyl Y Qh;&cuﬁu}ﬂﬁ 455@\
S Cp G O 3 ol 55 L O
L;;u NS Loy Cd e Gl

SO S - by Lg” el |

47

176



179

180

Vol. 11: The Bab: Tafsir va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Isfahan, late 1846)

BB00010

ink by his own hand at that time. Thus hath it been in all
ranks - God hath not tested any people except through that
Name, its manifestation and its mystery. For the limitations
in the three pillars are not lifted from the eye of the beholder,
but in that station, were the beholder to look upon that Name
with limited vision, he would not see it and it would have no
effect, for it indicates God through the indication with which
God hath manifested Himself through it. It is the station of
the ultimate outpouring of the Ancient One to bring creation
into being.

And among these is the station of the intellect [‘aql] — the sta-
tion which God originated in all ranks for the recognition that
Muhammad, the Messenger of God, is unique in the worlds
of possibility, without peer or likeness; that He standeth at
the station of the manifestation of the Divine Essence in the
kingdom of names and attributes; that He is the sanctified
One whom none equals in the station of the Essence nor in at-
tributes; that nothing in contingent existence can be like unto
His presence, for all that is possible therein God hath origi-
nated through Him for Himself; that He hath power over all
things and nothing in the heavens or earth can frustrate Him
- verily He is the Mighty, the Wise.

And among these is the station of the soul [nafs| for the man-
ifestation of thirteen souls from the Tree of Prophethood, the
eternal Garments, the Unity of the divine Verse, and the uni-
versal divine First Reed, according to the varying ways God
manifested Himself unto them through them from the manifes-
tations of His power and signs of His grandeur, from the eight
ranks mentioned in the traditions from the Point of Knowl-
edge of the Bayan to the final stations of man, wherein God
has manifested Himself to them through the revelations of His
power and the signs of His grandeur. No one can enumerate
the indications of the Cause in that station, nor can anyone
comprehend even some of its wisdom, for each wisdom from
each soul has infinite stations and ranks as God has willed
without end. However, when the servant recognizes their truth
and acknowledges their grace, he becomes capable of bearing
all stations and signs that God has ordained for them in the
knowledge of reality and outward forms. Through that soul,
the servant recognizes the signs of the Imams of Justice in the
stations of Command and Creation, for from them emerged
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the beginnings and endings in the origins to what God has
ordained in the endings.

And among these is the station of the body [jasad], which is
the station of the sign of Unity, and it is the lowest of ranks in
the arc of descent and the highest of ranks in the arc of ascent.
Just as the body in relation to the spirit is an essential shadow,
likewise in reality the bearer of the pillar of the Name related to
Unity is a shadow in relation to the pillar of the Name related
to the Guardianship, and likewise the Seal in Prophethood and
the station of the Hidden Letter from the Concealed Pillar.

God has created these four ranks in a single Word which is it-
self their interpretation. The precedence of ranks in each part
thereof flows through the three Manifestations, though in real-
ity it is one Word whose beginning is only expressed through
its end, its outer through its inner, and its secret through its
public aspect. The very cause of agency at the beginning of
action is identical to the three causes, even though in mani-
festation and rank it precedes those three causes. Such is the
case in the stations of the four signs in man. Whoever fails to
recognize one of these ranks or judges a pillar contrary to what
God has ordained for it has borne loss through lack of knowl-
edge of the reality of the secret of the Bayan and has fallen into
the shadows of that blessed verse of the Qur’an. May God pro-
tect us through Muhammad and his family, verily He is the
Beneficent Guardian.

When the decree of loss is established in the ranks of utterance,
reference is made from the station of faith so all may witness
the ranks of the manifestations of the Cause and the endings
of the Seal as God has ordained in the Book. For man has
infinite ranks that none can encompass except God and whom
He wills.

Among these is the station of faith in the Essence, which is only
established after the unveiling of the veils, signs, proofs, and
tokens, and what God has placed beyond that in the knowl-
edge of beginnings and endings. This is the station of which
the Imam said: “We have states with God wherein we are He
and He is we, except that He is He and we are we.” This is the
highest of the stations of faith for one who knows the truth
of the Bayan. This station has many aspects, including the
rank of the servant’s exposition, which is the station that is
only indicated outwardly through its inward reality and indi-
cates nothing except God, glory be to Him. This is a station
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wherein, when thou attainest unto it, thou shalt witness how
the Divine Essence is made manifest unto thee through thine
own self, at thine own level, and thou shalt behold all thy
qualities subordinate to thy deeds and the manifestations of
thy command. In that station, through thee is thy self made
manifest, inasmuch as God thy Lord hath revealed Himself,
pointing to thine own essence, telling of thine own being, and
indicating thy presence. No veils can conceal it, nor can the
highest-soaring birds of hearts and verses attain unto it. This is
the station of divine grace which God hath ordained for thy self,
and none higher is possible at thy level. When one attaineth
unto this station, one beholdeth all multiplicities beneath the
light of divine unity which God hath revealed unto him at his
level. In no circumstance doth he abide save through God, for
he seeth all else as limited, and pure delight in absolute reality
can only be attained through reaching the mine of grandeur,
whereof Ali, peace be upon him, spoke in his prayer on the day
of Sha’ban: “O my God! Grant me complete severance unto
Thee and illuminate the vision of our hearts with the light of
their gazing upon Thee, until the sight of hearts teareth asun-
der the veils of light, attaining unto the Source of Grandeur,
and our spirits become suspended in the glory of Thy holiness.”

5 Among these is the station of faith which is prescribed for the

servant at the level of the Throne of Unity and the Seat of
Eternity, wherein all the stars are fixed. This is the station
which Ali, peace be upon him, mentioned, saying: “Lord, im-
merse me in the depths of the sea of Thy unity,” though what
is intended is not this phrase but rather his words “and in
the fathomless ocean of Thy oneness,” which is the station of
“we are we and He is He” that is mentioned in the tradition.
The manifestations of that station are beyond enumeration, for
beginnings in divine revelations must needs exist at every mo-
ment, and endings in ultimate goals and infinitudes are sealed
at every instant. Were the servant at any moment to witness
the mystery of reality and essential faith which God hath made
the foundation of all goodness and righteousness, he would not
be veiled from aught, would see all multiplicities with a single
eye, and no veils would conceal him in the realm of limitations.
The faith of this station is but a shadow compared to faith
at the higher station, and likewise is the judgment concerning
deeds. But he who is heedless of the countenance of the light
of the Divine Essence distinguisheth not between deeds and
seeth all prayer with the same eye, though this judgment is
improper in the school of the pure Family of God, peace be
upon them, for the prayer performed by Ali cannot be equated
in form with all prayers from all stations. Since the station of
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religious obligation is the very form of the outward, how can
the servant distinguish between the deeds of the believer and
the unbeliever? Therefore hath God commanded the recog-
nition of the ranks of deeds from all stations. And for him
who cannot weigh the knowledge of the divine word with such
balance, pure deeds cannot be distinguished from those mixed
with accidental and glorified attributes. The ranks of that
station in mentioning faith are inexhaustible, and God in His
knowledge judgeth between all according to what their hands
have wrought. Glorified and exalted is He above what they
describe.

Verily, the degrees of faith consist in belief in the pillars of
prophethood and the suns of divine authority. Faith, in its
stages of action and manifestations of effect, is incumbent upon
all, even as al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) hath commanded re-
garding the principles of action, that nothing existeth in earth
or heaven save through seven: through Will, Purpose, Destiny,
Decree, Permission, Term, and Book. Whoso claimeth the ab-
sence of but one of these hath indeed denied the Faith.

7 The manifestations of these stages, through which God hath re-

vealed Himself to all created things according to what He hath
ordained for them in the manifestations of action, are where the
decree hath been made binding. Thus hath it been revealed in
the traditions concerning the degrees of faith, as Muhammad
ibn Ya’qub Kulayni hath recorded in Al-Kafi, that God, ex-
alted be His remembrance, hath established faith upon seven
pillars: righteousness, truthfulness, certitude, contentment, fi-
delity, knowledge, and forbearance. He then divided these
among the people. Whoso possesseth all these seven shares
is perfect and complete. To some people He gave one share,
to others two, to others three, until reaching seven. Then He
said: “Place not upon the possessor of one share the burden
of two, nor upon the possessor of two the burden of three, lest
ye cause them to fall” Thus did He continue until reaching
seven.

In these stages, it behooveth the believer to recognize the sta-
tions of difference, that he may give unto each multiplicity
according to their ranks and capacities, and what God hath
ordained in the degree of their manifestation. Were the ser-
vant not to recognize the stages of faith of all and the aspects
of their servitude, he would be unable to give unto each their
due right, for each chain hath its right in giving. Among the
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people are those whom God hath placed in stations of the man-
ifestation of Will and the mysteries of Identity. Should one
give unto any of them that which is due to those who dwell
beneath the shade of the Tree of Divine Authority in the rank
of Purpose, he hath indeed wronged them. Thus continueth
the matter until it reacheth unto the furthermost particles of
multiplicities, wherein no end is mentioned in relation to their
rank.

Were people to know the places of command and prohibition,
none would blame another, for all would witness through their
own choice their stations which God hath ordained for them
in the knowledge of the unseen. None loveth save according
to what his soul accepted in the world of pre-existence, and
were he to be given less than that, he could not bear it, and
thereby would his faith be changed to denial. Thus did the
Imam indicate: “Had Abu Dharr known what was in Salman’s
heart, he would have killed him.”

And Ali ibn Al-Hussein said: “By the Lord! There are jewels
of knowledge that were I to disclose them, it would be said of
me that I am of those who worship idols, and men who call
themselves Muslims would deem it lawful to spill my blood,
seeing as beautiful the ugliest of their deeds.”

Having detailed in the mention of faith some of the stages of
the abstract, material, spectral, and accidental in all ranks, I
shall indicate in explaining action that it hath stations which
none can enumerate save God. Among them is the action
around the light of the Essence, by the Essence, for the Essence,
and this is indeed the most resplendent of stations and the
highest of degrees, for the servant’s action is not complete in
the station of Reality except that he become as one self, with
no distinction between them, otherwise the deed would not
be from God. This is in the station of the knowledge of the
Essence, and below that it is possible in the station of Names
and Attributes. However, in the station of recognizing the
Essence, if mention of another is mixed into the deed, it is not
befitting to His holy and glorious court and will not ascend to
the heaven of His exalted Being. This is the ruling concerning
deeds in the station of particles. As for what is below that,
deed is the effect and attribute of a thing, and this varies at
all levels according to the different stations of beings. Though
the number of worlds is mentioned as eight, this ruling differs
according to the manifestations, revelations, beginnings and
endings. The deeds of the people of the Bayan are in the
station where God has not assigned any shadow, for their deeds
are adorned by their own beings, and God has given them no
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sign except the sign of His manifestations in the station of
Command. Therefore the deeds of the people of that chain
are of greater significance than the deeds of the people of the
chain of seven, for they have found a shadow in the prison.
But God has given them what He has due to the simplicity of
their beings and the purity of their nearness to the holy court
of their Creator. None knows their station except God and
whomsoever He wills - glorified and exalted is He above what
they describe.

2 As for the deeds of the chain of seven, every deed found in

the higher chain is essence in relation to the lower chain, even
though all deeds in this world are equal. However, any deed
that does not follow the ruling of the people of infallibility is
not a deed in God’s sight, but rather is a punishment from
God upon its doer. For today the common people perform
religious deeds according to Qur’anic laws and traditions of
Muhammad in the station of existence, but their deeds are
an illusory shadow in the forms of the prison, as the Imam
indicated in his statement until he said: “And Husayn ibn Ali,
that is, the ascetic worshipper, said that Ali’s virtue over all
creation after the Prophet would become like a flame of fire on
a stormy day, while the deeds of those who reject Ali’s virtue,
like the caliphs - though they filled the deserts and that fire
blazed in them and that wind covered them - would all be
destroyed leaving nothing remaining.”

And this is the truth, for the spirit of deeds in every world
is the word of unity, the word of prophethood, the affairs of
divine authority, and the covenant of love for the people of
that authority. Whoever acts in the third station, God will
not raise him to the station of mercy, for the verses of unity,
prophethood and authority are a word whose manifestation is
not complete except through its pillar, as the Imam declared
in the tradition of the Name. The deeds of most people, even
if purified from mention of multiplicities, indicate the mani-
festations of unity, except for those whom God wills and has
taken His covenant from them and who know their own sta-
tion and the manifestation of their being, except for those who
will otherwise. For their deeds are the essential beings of the
abstract and material realms, and whatever God wills beyond
those stations of the infinite and finite. Each has a share in
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receiving rulings from the principles of causes to the ultimate
ends.

After mentioning a drop from the explanation of deeds, I men-
tion a ruling for good deeds to distinguish them from evil deeds
in the station of attributes and names, and that each one might
know the meaning of signs in the station of the Essence from
the tokens in the station of attributes. And it is that the good
deed is that deed wherein is sound the mention of the stations
of unity, the ultimate purposes of detachment, the signs of glo-
rification, and the evidences of praise. For if there be lacking
from it the narration of any condition, it shall not be raised
unto God in the reality of the matter, because the good deed
is that deed which in all its stations indicates the origins of
action and the manifestations of influence. And if a deed does
not relate the third station, it is not good in the sight of God,
for whosoever uniteth God through the unity of the Essence,
if he doth not unite Him through the unity of deeds, he is not
purely unified but rather is a polytheist. And likewise is the
judgment in all good works, virtues, beneficences, pure things,
and whatsoever God hath intended in the Book for all created
things. And verily the ranks of that station are beyond count-
ing, for the servant may work for God purely and sincerely in
one station yet be veiled from another station, and according
to the measure of his being veiled his deed is not good. And
verily the root of judgment with God is in the station of the
Essence, for if a servant’s essence be of the clay of the highest
heaven, though he commit all evil deeds, they shall not harm
him after intercession; and if the matter be the reverse, though
he perform all good deeds, they shall not profit him save as God
willeth, even as that tradition from the suns of grandeur and
majesty hath clearly stated: “Verily God created happiness
and misery before He created His creation. Whomsoever God
created happy, He never hateth him though he worketh evil -
He hateth his deed but hateth not him; and if one be wretched
He never loveth him though he worketh good - He loveth his
deed but hateth him for what he shall become. For when God
loveth a thing He never hateth it, and when He hateth a thing
He never loveth it.”

And that is the judgment of reality in the beginning and the
return, for deed is but a shadow and accident in relation to
essence. For if the servant’s essence be in the station of knowl-
edge of the Essence, he is of the clay of the highest heaven, and
that is the love through which God revealed Himself to him,
which was revealed in the tradition: “I was a hidden treasure
and loved to be known, so I created creation that I might be
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known.” And that love in the stations of manifestation is in-
dicated by His exalted Word: “Love for ‘Ali is a virtue with
which no evil deed can harm.”

And if the essence be in the station of veils and intimations,
it is of the clay of the lowest depth, and no deed shall profit
him in the heavens or on earth, for the balance with the All-
Merciful is work around the places of His Command, where
the Imam (peace be upon him) indicated in interpreting His
Word “For some of them wrong their own souls, some follow a
middle course, and some are foremost in good works” that the
wrongdoer is he who circles around his self, and the moderate
one circles around his mind, and he who is foremost in good
works circles around his Lord.

And the pure deed is that deed which proceedeth from the
servant through the manifest appearances in the kingdom of
Command and Creation, and without that straight path man
cannot distinguish the conditions of those stations and separate
true forms from false, and verily this is a matter that hath not
been established in all regions save through the balance of the
knowledge of the Book and the signs within souls and horizons,
and God encompasseth all things from beyond. Nay, it is a
glorious Qur’an preserved in a guarded tablet.

And verily the degrees of righteousness differ according to the
manifestations of stations, among them prayer, whose stations
differ according to the manifestations of times and seasons.
The essence of deeds in the station of reality is the removal of
the veils of glory from the countenance of the Divine Essence.
The intended meaning is the Manifest Essence that hath been
revealed to all through all in the stations of the Command and
the ultimate manifestations of creation. Should the servant at-
tain unto the apex of the Command, he performeth no deed
save through the manifestations of the principles of the Com-
mand, which is the station of the effacement of the imagined
and the sobriety of the known, and the attraction of the One
toward the attribute of unity in the world of manifestation.
This rank hath its own bounds, which if anyone neglecteth, he
entereth the realm of veils, for whenever the servant ascendeth
in station, an ego ariseth which, if he turneth unto it, would
destroy him. How excellent are the words of the poet: “No
eye exists save His eye, for the light of His eye is darkness, and
whoso is heedless of this findeth in himself grief.”

All that I have indicated in that station is from the station that
God hath made to distinguish between Him and it, though
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it was His servant and creation. God hath never commanded
anyone to act save through the manifestations of His supremacy
in that condition, lest he be veiled from Him for less than the
twinkling of an eye, and that he might behold his Lord manifest
and supreme in such wise that he seeth naught else besides Him,
as the Imam (peace be upon him) referred to that station in his
words, saying: “He seeth no light save His light and heareth no
voice save His voice.” May God cause me to reach the sphere
of that station through His grace, verily He is the Guardian,
the Beginning and the End.

The meaning of His exalted words “and enjoin one another to
truth” is a reference to all degrees of manifestation upon which
the name of truth hath fallen, from essences, entities, selves,
egos, substances, elements, and accidents, and whatsoever God
hath ordained beyond these in the knowledge of indications,
stations, signs, qualities, glorifications and verses. All truth
revolveth around Ali (peace be upon him) for he is the Truth
in the realm of contingency, while in the station of the Essence
he is the Truth with which there is no creation, and except
which there is no deity, and in the station of establishing unity
he is the Truth unto which nothing can be compared, all else
being His creation and within His grasp, whereto the Imam
indicated: “Truth and creation, with no third between them
nor besides them.”

When the Command descendeth from that station, truth is
applied in the station of the First Remembrance in creation,
which is the station of the Reality of Muhammad, who was
above all truth through the reality of his entity unto which
God revealed Himself through it at the time of its existence,
and God alone knoweth its essence, glorified and exalted be He
above what they describe.

2 Were anyone to attempt to mention the conditions of the Word

of Truth, the seas of the heavens and earth would be exhausted,
but sometimes falsehood is confused with truth, for were truth
to be pure, none would deny it. Yet sometimes falsehood be-
comes confused with truth, for if truth were pure, none would
deny it, and if falsehood were pure, none would believe it. But
he who wishes to follow his own desires takes something from
each and mingles them together, and thus confusion arises
among people. The matter proceeds from the beginning of
detachment to the ultimate outpouring of creation.

In the station of reality, sometimes one may witness a coun-
tenance manifested by His appearance before him and see it
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with himself - this is pure polytheism according to the peo-
ple of detachment. Just as mixing occurs at the beginning of
subtlety, likewise truth becomes confused with falsehood, or
vice versa, in the ranks of limitations and indication. If in all
things the servant does not deviate from the Face of God to
which the near ones turn, he is upon the straight path. But
when one who speaks for God and has reached the station of
detachment speaks truth, his words cannot be confused with
anyone else’s words. For He Who said in the Qur’an “Verily,
there is no God but I” spoke words that were not the custom
of any among mankind, thus showing He spoke not of Himself.
Those besides Him who spoke semblances of such words bore
sin knowingly while thinking they did good, as when Muhyi’d-
Din al-‘Arabi wrote strange words in his Fusus until he said “I
am that Holy One veiled in the Divine Sublimity.” There is no
doubt that for such words, if one interprets them with good
intention, a meaning can be found. But I do not like interpre-
tation - rather I beseech God concerning him as He wills, for
He is the Mighty, the Exalted.

204 In the station of his rank, when Muhammad utters the word

of truth, it is the Truth that is singular beyond similarity and
likeness and sanctified above allusion and resemblance. It is the
Truth through which was manifested in the kingdom of heaven
and earth that God is the Evident Truth. In that station He is
the Truth - the recognition of Whom God has made incumbent
upon all - Who stands in God’s place in the worlds of creation,
Who gives from God to all as He wills what He wills. He is the
Beloved to whom God said on the night of ascension: “Thou
art the Beloved and thou art the Beloved One.” He is the Lord
whom God has preferred above all beings as He prefers His
own Self, such that none knows how He is except He, glorified
and exalted be He above what they describe.

When Truth is spoken of in the station of absolute, radiant, re-
splendent Guardianship, in the station of abstract form which
said “My outward aspect is His leadership and my inward real-
ity is an impenetrable mystery that cannot be comprehended”
- this is the Truth mentioned in the tradition that “Truth is
with ‘Ali and ‘Ali is with Truth, circling with it wherever it cir-
cles” Every sign of truth found in anything derives from Him,
comprehends from Him, indicates Him, and ascends to Him
when the rank of its selfhood disappears. Every truth that
indicates God is created from His light in the realities of souls
and horizons, where God, exalted be His mention, referred to
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Truth in the Book: “We shall show them Our signs in the
horizons and in themselves until it becomes clear to them that
it is the Truth.” Al-Sadiq explained this verse in Al-Misbah,
until he said - may my soul be sacrificed for him: “What exis-
tence is there in your absence and presence,” for the stations
of remembrance of that Truth cannot be contained within con-
tingent reality, since everything has a sign of God’s truth in
the station of its heart. If one is an unbeliever, He punishes
him with His justice, and if one is a believer, He bestows His
mercy upon him. This is God’s grace which He gives to whom
He pleases, and God is the Lord of great bounty.

And for the manifestations of that Truth, as revealed in the
tradition, there are four stations, where the Imam said: “Our
Cause is the Truth, and the Truth of the Truth, and it is the
Outward and the inward of the Outward, and the inward of the
inward, and it is the Mystery, and the Mystery of the Mystery,
and the Mystery of that which is enshrouded, and the Mystery
veiled by Mystery.”

And likewise is the decree regarding the Suns of Prophethood
and the Stars of Divine Authority, that every truth found in
them exists in the Kingdom of Names and Attributes, where
the Proof indicated in his prayer on the day of Rajab: “By Thy
stations and Thy signs which suffer no suspension in any place
- by them do they who know Thee recognize Thee. There
is no difference between Thee and them, save that they are
Thy servants and Thy creation. Their origin is from Thee and
their return is unto Thee. They are supports and witnesses,
defenders and protectors and guardians. Through them Thou
hast filled Thy heaven and Thy earth until it became manifest
that there is no God but Thee.”

208 And there hath appeared from the signs which were explained

in mention of His words - exalted be His remembrance - con-
cerning the meanings of “and enjoin the truth”, mention of
His words - exalted be His glory - “and enjoin patience.” And
if anyone were to interpret patience as Muhammad, it would
be true, as is explicitly stated in the tradition narrated from
Ali (peace be upon him), and I mention the tradition for the
wondrous signs and hidden significances therein, lest anyone’s
decree be forgotten. And it is as he (peace be upon him) said:

“Knowledge of me through Light is knowledge of God, and
knowledge of God is knowledge of me. This is the pure re-
ligion, as God, glorified and exalted be He, says: ‘And they
were not commanded except to worship God, being sincere to
Him in religion’ through unity, which is sincerity, and His word
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‘uprightly’ which is acknowledgment of Muhammad’s prophet-
hood - this is the upright religion. And His word ‘and establish
prayer’ - this is my authority. So whoever accepts my author-
ity has established prayer. This is difficult, most difficult, O
Salman and O Jundab! The tested believer is he who, when
anything of our Cause comes to him, his breast is expanded
to accept it, and he doubts not nor wavers. And whoever says
‘why’ and ‘how’ has disbelieved. So submit the affair to God,
for we are God’s Cause. O Salman and O Jundab! God has
made me His trustee over His creation and His vicegerent in
His earth and His lands, and has given me what describers can-
not describe nor knowers know. When you know me thus, you
are believers. O Salman and O Jundab! God the Exalted said:
‘Seek help through patience and prayer’ - patience is Muham-
mad and prayer is my authority. Therefore He said ‘and it is’
not ‘and they are’, then He said ‘except for the humble’, thus
making an exception for my people who are illumined by the
light of my guidance. O Salman and O Jundab! We are God’s
Mystery that is not hidden, and His Light that is not extin-
guished, and His Blessing that cannot be requited. Our first
is Muhammad, and our middle is Muhammad, and our last
is Muhammad. Whoso hath known Us hath, verily, perfected
the true and upright Faith’

“O Salman and O Jundab! Muhammad and I were a light
engaged in glorification before all who glorify, and shining be-
fore all creation. Then the light was divided in twain between
Mustafa the Chosen and ‘Ali the Well-Pleased. God, exalted
be His glory, said to one “Be Muhammad” and to the other
“Be ‘Ali.” Thus did the Prophet say “I am from ‘Ali and ‘Ali is
from me, and none can discharge my obligations except myself
or ‘Ali” This is referenced in His words “and our selves and
your selves,” indicating their unity in the realm of spirits and
lights. Similarly in His words “if he dies or is killed, will you
turn back,” meaning if the Prophet dies or the Successor is
killed, for they are one thing and one light, united in meaning
and attributes though separate in body and name. They are
one thing in the spiritual realm -
my sides” - and likewise in the physical realm - “you are from
me and [ am from you, you will inherit from me and I will
inherit from you, you are to me as the spirit is to the body.”
This is referenced in His words “send blessings upon him and
greet him with peace,” meaning send blessings upon Muham-
mad and submit to ‘Ali’s authority. He joined them in one
essential body while distinguishing between them in name and
attributes, saying “send blessings upon him and greet him with
peace” - meaning send blessings upon the Prophet and submit
to the Successor, for your blessings upon the Prophet through

“you are my soul between
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his Message benefit you not except through your submission to
‘Ali’s Guardian Authority. O Salman and O Jundab! Muham-
mad was the Speaker and ‘Ali was the Silent One, and in every
age there must be a Speaker and a Silent One. Muhammad is
the master of gathering and I am the master of resurrection.
Muhammad is the warner and I am the guide. Muhammad is
the master of Paradise and I am the master of return. Muham-
mad is the master of the Pool and I am the master of the
Standard. Muhammad is the master of the keys and I am the
master of Paradise and Hell. Muhammad is the master of rev-
elation and I am the master of inspiration. Muhammad is the
master of proofs and I am the master of miracles. Muhammad
is the Seal of the Prophets and I am the Seal of the Successors.”

Since patience exists in all ranks, it can be interpreted accord-
ing to the stations God has ordained therein. If one interprets
it within the seven stations of action - as multiplicities appear
in each realm according to its nature - they have borne a wor-
thy remembrance, for when the appearance of lights from the
word of the people of mysteries corresponds to the judgments
of the Book, it is one of the divine conditions and evidence for
expanding the knowledge of the observer regarding the judg-
ments of origin and return.

2 As the paths within the stations are limitless, none can enu-

merate the knowledge of that station, for when patience is
applied to the station of prophethood, it has a meaning none
should interpret within the lower chain of ranks of the gates,
Imamate, pillars, and what God has ordained beyond that in
what has been revealed in the traditions from the pure Imams,
may God’s blessings be upon them. No sooner does the sun
of Will rise with creation than the sun of Purpose sets with
events. Glory be to God, the Exalted! None knows His nature
save Him, and He is the Mighty, the Bestower.

What I have detailed regarding the meaning of the blessed
Surah, though it be from the inner paths, yet the matter in
all worlds corresponds to the outer, for every mention found
in contingent being has infinite aspects, being a mention from
the manifestations of the light of divine authority in contingent
realities and worldly manifestations.

[8. commentary on spiritual interpretations of the surah]
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5 And verily that blessed Surah hath spiritual interpretations

whereby are revealed the hidden inner meanings of traditions
amidst concealed trials. Among these is an interpretation at
the level of inner meanings, above which no higher is possible
in the contingent world, for beyond that station no sign exists
in creation. This is that the servant should observe with the
eye of the heart the mystery of creation and see all the letters
of that Surah as a single letter and its meanings as a single
meaning, for the Command is one and God’s Command is but
quicker than the twinkling of an eye. This is the station of the
Light wherein God was manifest in that Surah which in all its
stations speaks of a single station, all its indications point to a
single indication, all its meanings to a single meaning, and all
its letters to a single letter. Likewise is the decree regarding all
meanings God hath ordained therein, for every meaning hath
in truth a meaning. Just as the mystery of the Command flows
in the first meaning through the reality of the manifestation
of unity and pure detachment, so too in the second meaning,
until the levels end in what hath no end in the stations of
the Command and purposes which none knoweth save God,
glorified be He. Verily in that station all letters point to the
manifest letter of Oneness therein, and all meanings to the
meaning of Divine Unity manifested thereby. In truth, in that
station that Surah is a sign of the Divine Will which God made
its outward identical with its inward and its beginning the same
as its end, for it indicates the unity of His Most Holy Essence
which testifieth that there is no God but He, the Mighty, the
Exalted.

And among these in the station of Unity is the source of mul-
tiplicities and the cause of beginnings and ends in the chain
of Names and Attributes. Verily in that station each letter
thereof indicates the manifestation of a name from among the
manifestations of the Universal Name and the divine encrypted
symbol and the radiant manifest appearances, and what God
hath ordained for it of names and attributes in the realm of
dominion.

The meaning of “Time” [al-asr| is the Threefold Name which
God chose for Himself before all names and attributes, and it
is the name “’Ali”.
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The meaning of “man” in the station of humanity is the All-
Encompassing Name, Lord of high degrees, Possessor of the
Throne, Who sendeth down the Command.

And “loss” appeareth in the reflections of that Name and is the
deficient one who hath lost, in the station of the manifestation
of the Name of Unity, the universal manifestations. Verily if
there be not in man a sign of the manifestation of aught in
the realm of being and contingency, he is in the station of loss,
for God hath placed in His All-Encompassing Name, which
is the station of man, examples of the signs of possibility to
the extent possible therein. Thus whoso manifesteth all the
qualities God hath created in him entereth not under the decree
of loss, but whoso concealeth a sign within himself and bringeth
it not forth to the station of visibility despite his knowledge
thereof hath indeed borne loss in the eyes of the people of the
Bayan. And some people, through their lack of knowledge of
that station, are veiled by multiplicities from the manifestation
of the qualities of God’s All-Encompassing Name in the station
of man, where these allusions in the station of origins are not
hidden from thy eminence.

Some people, due to their lack of knowledge of this station, are
veiled by multiplicities from perceiving the manifestations of
God’s all-comprehensive Name in the station of man. As you
well know, there are references to this in relation to origins and
ends, including the meaning of His exalted words regarding
religion: “believe and do good works.” Indeed, this has several
stations, evident to those who perceive with the light of the
Source. Among these is belief at the level of explanation, to
know the Essence through the Essence, as He, exalted be His
glory, has described Himself.

Another is belief at the level of inner meanings, wherein the
servant witnesses in the stations of the Family of God His Com-
mand, His decree, His countenance, His knowledge, and all
attributes pertaining to the manifestation of His presence in
the worlds of Command and Creation - such that the servant
sees no light except their light, hears no mention in creation
except their mention, and perceives that through them the
unseen and visible realms are filled with the effulgence of the
sign of the Worshipped One, that there is no God but Him,
the Ever-Living, the All-Praised. Were the seas of heaven and
earth to become ink for expressing the meaning of that station,
they would be exhausted before a single letter of it could be
revealed.

Another is belief at the level of the Gates, wherein the servant
witnesses with the eye of truth in the eternal, radiant Cities

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e 3 S 3 akiy s O O

ol sils plis G s 5 sl G
3 OLIYI O 5 KN Syl e Bl )
5 O plae 3o opeb 1) b S ]
Joor 8 ) OV Ol plie (3, OSSY)
Sl sl 0Ll plie g2 sl s a3
G Dbl b e (Sl oY
a\ija\,“;\g,g;dﬁ..\iw@mg,\;.
o Ol & dld)ﬁ}}wégff

O Jal die O il Jao| 3 Lz ade

Pl el wgde pie o AU Liamy 01 5 2

T O R e
5 sUl (au.e L’; oLy b el
el ol G 053 o 48 me L 5 LW
sogdns Olelze U ol LAl e o
T TR O
ol olil @ ol 3z, ¢ ok

45\::1.::}? Al & (o 9

G el aala ol Gl 32, G ole Y e

5 A amy 4Ry @ A T Ol
wall 556 plie ) s U2 K75 ade
55l e Y e g, Y de
55V G G153 et V5 o V)
%‘&M’WU v:"”%p-rsb OO
552 Ol g 350l A1 NLAIY &l s sl
N3 sl sle 56 ) N, Sl

oo gy o 43 5 Al

sl sy Ol Y1 Az, 3 OV e 5 22

DV Sl wloadl & amal) O

62

]
N



[\
[\V]
w

Vol. 11: The Bab: Tafsir va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Isfahan, late 1846)

BB00010

that all bounty descends from them and unto them it ascends;
nothing has mention except through their mention, nothing
has decree except through their decree. All essences are cut
off before the holy splendor of their majesty, and all signs fade
at the rising of the lights of their power. God creates nothing
except after its descent to that station at the level of the Gates,
and nothing ascends to God except through its arrival at that
station. This is the station of Universal Guardianship, of which
the Messenger of God said: “I am the City of Knowledge and
Ali is its Gate; whosoever desires to enter the City must enter
through its Gate.”

Another is belief at the level of the Imamate, wherein one recog-
nizes the Imam of one’s time as incomparable to any of God’s
creation. One who dies without knowing the Imam of their
time dies the death of ignorance. Though complete knowledge
of the Imam by the servant is impossible, yet God has revealed
Himself to all through the manifestations of the lights of the
Imamate, which transcends limitation and comparison. I shall
mention the description of the Imam as described by the Imam
Rida in his exalted words, as reported by Abdul-Aziz ibn Mus-
lim who said:

“We were with Rida in Merv and gathered in the mosque on
Friday. They discussed the matter of Imamate and mentioned
the many differences people had about it. I went to my master
and informed him of people’s discussions about it. He smiled
and said: ‘O Abdul-Aziz, the people are ignorant and have
been deceived about their religion. Indeed, God, exalted be
His glory, did not take His Prophet until He had perfected the
religion for him and revealed to him the Qur’an, wherein is the
explanation of all things - clarifying the lawful and unlawful,
the limits, the laws, and all that people need in its complete-
ness.” He said, exalted be His glory: ‘We have not neglected
anything in the Book.! And He revealed during the Farewell
Pilgrimage, which was at the end of his life: ‘This day have I
perfected your religion for you and completed My favor upon
you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.” And the
matter of Imamate is part of the perfection of religion, and
he (peace be upon him) did not pass away until he had ex-
plained to his community the features of their religion, made
clear their path, left them upon the straight path of truth, and
established Ali as a banner and Imam. He left nothing that
the community would need except that he clarified it. Whoever
claims that God, the Mighty and Glorious, did not perfect His
religion has rejected God’s Book, and whoever rejects God’s
Book is an unbeliever.
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5 “Do you know the rank of the Imamate and its position in the

community, that you would allow their choice in it? The Ima-
mate is more majestic in rank, greater in importance, higher
in position, more impenetrable in aspect, and deeper in sig-
nificance than that people could reach it with their intellects,
attain it with their opinions, or establish an Imam by their
choice. Indeed, the Imamate is what God, the Mighty and
Glorious, specifically granted to Abraham, the Friend, after
prophethood and friendship as a third rank, honoring and en-
nobling him with them. He, exalted be His mention, indicated
this saying: ‘I will make you an Imam for mankind’ The
Friend said, rejoicing in it, ‘And from my offspring?’ God, the
Blessed and Exalted, said: ‘My covenant does not include the
wrongdoers.” This verse nullified the Imamate of every wrong-
doer until the Day of Resurrection, and it remained among the
pure ones.

“Then God honored him by placing it in his offspring, the peo-
ple of purity and cleanliness, saying: ‘And We gave him Isaac
and Jacob as an additional gift, and We made all of them righ-
teous. And We made them Imams, guiding by Our command,
and We inspired them to do good deeds, establish prayer, and
give charity, and they were worshippers of Us. It continued in
his offspring, inherited from one to another, generation after
generation, until God, the Mighty and Glorious, caused the
Prophet to inherit it. He, the Exalted and Most High, said:
‘Indeed, the nearest of people to Abraham are those who fol-
lowed him and this Prophet and those who believe. And God is
the ally of the believers. It was specifically his, and he (peace
be upon him) entrusted it to Ali by God’s command, according
to what God had ordained.

7 “Thus it came to be in his pure offspring, whom God gave

knowledge and faith, as He, the Exalted and Most High, said:
‘And those who were given knowledge and faith will say, ‘You
remained according to the decree of God until the Day of Res-
urrection.” So it is specifically in the children of Ali until the
Day of Resurrection, as there is no prophet after Muhammad.

228 “How then can these ignorant ones choose? The Imamate is the

229

station of the Prophets and the inheritance of the successors.
The Imamate is the vicegerency of God and the succession of
the Messenger, the position of the Commander of the Faithful,
and the inheritance of Hasan and Husayn.

“The Imamate is the reins of religion, the organization of Mus-
lims, the welfare of the world, and the honor of believers.
The Imamate is the growing foundation of Islam and its lofty
branch. Through the Imam comes the perfection of prayer,
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charity, fasting, pilgrimage, jihad, the distribution of spoils
and alms, the implementation of legal punishments and ordi-
nances, and the protection of borders. The Imam makes lawful
what God has made lawful, prohibits what God has prohibited,
establishes God’s limits, defends God’s religion, and calls to
the way of his Lord with wisdom, good counsel, and conclu-
sive proof. The Imam is like the rising sun that illuminates
the world with its light while it is in the horizon where hands
and eyes cannot reach it. The Imam is the radiant full moon,
the shining lamp, the brilliant light, and the guiding star in
the depths of darkness, vast lands, deserts, and ocean depths.

“The Imam is like unto sweet water to the thirsty, a guide to
right guidance, and a deliverer from destruction. The Imam is
like a warming fire in cold places for those who seek its warmth,
and whosoever parts from him is lost. The Imam is like the
rain-bearing cloud, the pouring rain, the brilliant sun, the over-
shadowing sky, the expansive earth, the flowing spring, and the
garden. The Imam is the gentle companion, the compassion-
ate father, the tender brother, the loving mother to her young
child, and the refuge of servants in calamities. The Imam is
God’s trusted one among His creation, His proof unto His ser-
vants, His vicegerent in His lands, the caller unto God, and the
defender of God’s sanctuary. The Imam is purified from sins,
free from defects, singularly endowed with knowledge, char-
acterized by forbearance, the order of religion, the might of
Muslims, the frustration of hypocrites, and the destruction of
unbelievers.

“The Imam is unique in his time - none can approach his sta-
tion, nor equal his knowledge, nor can any substitute be found
for him, nor is there any like or similar to him. He is specially
favored with all excellence without seeking or acquiring it, but
rather through the bestowal of the All-Generous Bestower.

“Who then can attain the knowledge of the Imam or can choose
him? How far, how far from possible this is! Minds are bewil-
dered, understanding is confused, intellects are perplexed, eyes
are dimmed, the great are humbled, the wise are confused, the
forbearing fall short, orators are speechless, the intelligent are
ignorant, poets are weakened, writers are unable, and the elo-
quent fail to describe any of his station or virtue, and they
acknowledge their inability and deficiency. How can he be
described in his entirety, or his essence be characterized, or
anything of his affair be understood, or one be found to take
his place and fulfill his function? No, how could this be? He
is as a star beyond the reach of those who would grasp it or
those who would describe him.
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“Where is choice in this matter, and where are minds in re-
lation to this, and where can the like of this be found? Do
they think this can be found in other than the family of the
Prophet Muhammad? Their souls have deceived them and
falsehood has deluded them. They have attempted to scale
a difficult height and have fallen to the depths. They sought
to establish an Imam through confused, deficient minds and
misguiding opinions, which only increased them in remoteness.
May God destroy them! How they are deluded! Verily, they
sought to scale a height forbidding and uttered a grievous false-
hood. They have strayed with a far-straying, and are fallen
into bewilderment, for they abandoned the Imam though en-
dowed with insight. Satan made fair unto them their deeds
and turned them aside from the path, even though they had
been among those who discern.

“They turned away from the choice of God, from the choice
of the Messenger of God and of His household, unto their own
choice and desire; while the Qur’an itself calleth out unto them:
‘Thy Lord createth what He willeth and chooseth; no choice
have they in their affair. Exalted be God above what they
associate with Him.

‘It is not for a
believing man or woman, when God and His Messenger have
decreed a matter, to have any choice in their affair. And again:
‘What aileth you? How judge ye? Have ye a Book wherein ye
study that ye shall have therein what ye desire? Or have ye a
covenant binding upon Us until the Day of Resurrection that
ye shall have what ye judge? Ask them which of them will
guarantee it, or have they partners? Then let them bring their
partners, if they be truthful’

‘Do they not ponder the
Qur’an, or are there locks upon their hearts? Or hath God set
a seal upon their hearts so they understand not? Or do they
say ‘We hear,” while they hear not? Verily, the worst of beasts
in God’s sight are the deaf and dumb who understand not.
Had God known any good in them, He would have made them
hear, and if He had made them hear, they would have turned
away in aversion.” Or do they say ‘We hear and disobey’?

7 “Nay, it is the grace of God which He bestoweth on whom He

willeth, and God is the Lord of great bounty. How then can
they choose the Imam? The Imam is one learned, never igno-
rant; a shepherd who never shirks; the mine of sanctity, purity,
devotion and asceticism; of knowledge and worship. He is sin-
gled out by the Prophet’s call, offspring of the pure Virgin. No
flaw mars his lineage, none can match his noble descent. He is
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of Quraysh stock, from the summit of Hashim’s line, from the
Prophet’s household, pleasing unto God. He is the most noble
of nobles, branch of ‘Abd Manaf’s tree, full in knowledge, per-
fect in forbearance, capable in Imamate, learned in governance,
his obedience obligatory, steadfast in God’s command, sincere
counselor to God’s servants, guardian of God’s religion.

g “Verily the Prophets and Imams are granted success by God,

Who bestoweth upon them from His stored knowledge and wis-
dom what He bestoweth on none else, making their knowledge
superior to that of their time, as He, exalted and glorified, hath
said: ‘Is he who guideth unto truth more worthy to be fol-
lowed, or he who himself goeth not aright unless he is guided?
What then aileth you? How judge ye?’ And His blessed and
exalted words: ‘He who is given wisdom hath been given abun-
dant good.” And His words concerning Saul: ‘God hath chosen
him over you and increased him abundantly in knowledge and
stature. God giveth His kingdom to whom He willeth, and
God is All-Embracing, All-Knowing.

“And He said to His Prophet: ‘He hath sent down unto thee
the Book and wisdom and taught thee what thou knewest not,
and great hath been God’s grace unto thee! And He said con-
cerning the Imams from His Prophet’s household, his kindred
and progeny: ‘Or do they envy mankind for what God hath
given them of His grace? Indeed We gave to Abraham’s house
the Book and wisdom, and We gave them a mighty kingdom.
And of them were some who believed in it and some who turned
away from it. Hell sufficeth for a burning fire’

“Verily when God chooseth a servant for the affairs of His ser-
vants, He expandeth his breast therefor, depositeth springs of
wisdom in his heart, and inspireth him with knowledge, af-
ter which he never faileth to answer, nor strayeth from the
right path. Thus is he infallible, divinely supported, aided
and guided, secured from error, slips and stumbling. God dis-
tinguisheth him with this, that he may be His proof unto His
servants and His witness unto His creation. This is God’s grace
which He bestoweth on whom He willeth, and God is the Lord
of mighty grace.

“Can they then produce one like unto him? Can their chosen
one possess such attributes that they should prefer him? They
have transgressed against God’s House of Truth and cast God’s
Book behind their backs as though they knew not. In God’s
Book is guidance and healing, yet they rejected it and followed
their own desires. Therefore God hath condemned them, ab-
horred them and caused them to stumble. He, exalted and
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glorified, hath said: ‘And who is more astray than one who
followeth his own desires without guidance from God? Verily
God guideth not wrongdoing folk.” And He said: ‘Perish they!
How He hath caused their works to faill” And He said: ‘Most
hateful is it in the sight of God and in the sight of those who
believe; thus doth God set a seal on every heart that is arro-
gant and tyrannical” And may God’s blessings and abundant
peace be upon the Prophet Muhammad and his family.”

Among these is the station of faith at the rank of the Pillars,
who were four souls who received the divine grace from the
Imam and conveyed it to all particles. Today they are Jesus
and Khidr, then Idris and Elias. It is incumbent upon all
today to recognize that they move through all stations of their
detachment and their attributes around the light of Fatima,
and that when they reach the sacred and true precinct, they
cannot openly perceive the light of Fatima, peace be upon her,
neither when the sun of creation rose through creation, nor
when the sun of invention set through invention.

Among these is faith at the rank of the Chiefs (Nugaba), whose
number today is thirty souls, as revealed in the tradition: “How
excellent is the good station, and there is no loneliness with
thirty” But at the appearance of the Proof, their number must
be three hundred and thirteen souls. They are the bearers of
universal grace from the Imam through the medium of the Pil-
lars in the mystery of contingent being, not in the station of
concrete entities. The sign of their recognition is the mystery
of subtlety in the station of their essence and the mystery of
guidance in the station of their identity. Each of them truly
has a special right from the Imam by which they are distin-
guished among themselves. If they wish and desire something
by which the Faith would be established, they are empowered
to do so through God’s bounty and His vast mercy. And God
is possessed of great bounty.

Among these is faith at the rank of the Nobles (Nujaba), who
have no specific number mentioned in the traditions. They
are the bearers of mysteries from the suns of lights, and they
receive universal grace from the Imam through the medium of
the Chiefs before all particles. The sign of their recognition
is knowledge of the places of command and prohibition, and
action around the stations of the manifestation of the Essence
in the beginning and in the ultimate ends, as clarified in that
well-known tradition from Jabir from Ali ibn Al-Husayn, as we
mentioned before.
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What has been mentioned in the explanation of faith is from
the universal fundamental principles. Everything has a limit
of faith which none other can bear, as revealed in the tradi-
tions from the suns of grandeur and lights: “Our Cause is the
mystery, and the mystery of the mystery, and the mystery
concealed by mystery, and the mystery veiled by mystery.”

There is no doubt that one who stands in a lower rank, were
he to discover the manifestations of the Source for one placed
above his rank, would deny it, as decreed in the tradition of
Abu Dharr that if he knew what was in Salman’s heart, he
would have declared him an unbeliever.

To this points the saying of Ali ibn Al-Husayn (peace be upon
him): “Indeed T conceal the jewels of my knowledge, lest the
ignorant seeing knowledge should be tempted thereby. If I
were to disclose it, it would be said to me: “You worship idols,’
and Muslim men would deem my blood lawful, considering the
worst of what they do to be good.” And in this Abu Hassan
preceded Husayn, and before him advised Hassan. And the
people of the ranks of Paradise, each rank bears of the stations
that God has ordained for contingent being what none below
their rank can bear.

Verily the people of the stations of Paradise, each station
beareth from the ranks which God hath ordained for con-
tingent being that which none beneath their station can
bear. Likewise is this true of the reflections of these stations,
for they differ according to the differences in the stages of
Were I now to expound the reality of these
stations, the discourse would be prolonged and the exposition
of the matter would transcend the bounds of utterance.

manifestation.

The meaning of the stations of the manifestations of the Cause
in His words “And enjoin one another to truth, and enjoin one
another to patience” requireth the wayfarer’s journey and his
gaze upon the stations of the unseen and the visible. Should
the word “truth” be interpreted as the station of the mani-
festation of Divine Unity, and “patience” as the station of the
Primal First Remembrance, this is the station of Universal Pri-
mordial Prophethood, which is itself the Guardianship of God
made manifest in the stage of its appearance. And if “truth”
be interpreted as referring to the Guardianship and “patience”
to the concealed pillar, then the meaning hath been interpreted
through the mystery of reality.
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All interpretations of these two words return to a single point,
which is the manifestation of the Divine Essence in the station
of attributes. Truth is the mention of truth in all stations of the
Cause and manifestations of the Seal. Patience is that station
wherein the servant attaineth unto the station of contentment,
wherein he chooseth for himself naught save what God hath
chosen for him, and seeth for himself no desire nor mention
save what God hath ordained in station and chosen for him
in the station of His mystery. Thus did Ali indicate in his
prayer on the day of Sha’ban: “My God! Grant me complete
severance unto Thee and enlighten the vision of our hearts
with the light of its gazing upon Thee, until the sight of hearts
rendeth asunder the veils of light and attaineth unto the Source
of Grandeur, and our spirits become suspended by the glory
of Thy sanctity. My God! Make me one of those whom Thou
didst call and who answered Thee, whom Thou didst behold
and who were thunderstruck by Thy majesty, whom Thou didst
commune with secretly and who acted for Thee openly.”

This is the pinnacle of the matter in the stations of the servant,
whereto the Imam referred in its meaning, saying it comprises
three letters: the ‘ayn is knowledge of God, the ba’ is sepa-
ration from creation, and the dal is nearness to the Creator
without how or indication. Whoso traverseth this path and in
every condition circleth round its pivot, choosing for himself
naught save what God hath chosen for him, and for His cre-
ation naught save what He hath chosen for Himself, hath taken
his portion from the bounty of his Lord and attained unto the
sacred presence ordained by his Lord’s decree. Unto this sta-
tion did I take up the pen in its flow. I mention in the outward
station what the compiler of the Safi mentioned regarding the
revelation of verses in mentioning traditions, and I ask God’s
pardon for what I have mentioned in that book for that most
excellent person - may God cause him to attain the ultimate
of his desires in the decrees of his Beginning unto the Day of
Return.

The compiler of the Safi hath mentioned the interpretation of
the blessed Surah “By the declining day! Lo! man is in a state
of loss” - it is said He swears by the afternoon prayer, or by
the age of prophethood - “Lo! man is in a state of loss,” that
is, in their strivings and the spending of their lives in their
pursuits - “Save those who believe and do good works,” for
they have purchased the Hereafter with this world and thus
attained eternal life and everlasting felicity - “and exhort one
another to truth” - the established truth whose denial is not
proper, whether in belief or deed - “and exhort one another to
patience” - against sins and in obedience and tribulations, and
this is from the conjunction of the specific with the general.
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This is a specific reference to a general principle. And in the
Ikmal it is related from the Sadiq that “the time” refers to the
time of the appearance of the Qa’im. “Verily man is in loss”
refers to our enemies, “except such as have believed” means
in our signs, “and do good works” means showing kindness to
the brethren, “and enjoin on each other truth” refers to the
Imamate, “and enjoin on each other patience” refers to the
Family. And al-Qummi relates from him saying that He made
an exception for His chosen ones among His creation where He
said “Verily man is in loss, except such as have believed” in
the authority of the Commander of the Faithful, “and enjoin on
each other truth” - their descendants and those who succeeded
them in authority enjoined it and were patient in it. And in
the Majma’ from the Sadiq and al-Qummi from ‘Ali, they both
read “By the time! Verily man is in loss” until the end of time.
And in the Thawab al-A’mal and the Majma’ from the Sadiq:
“Whosoever recites ‘By the time!’ in his voluntary prayers,
God will raise him on the Day of Resurrection with his face
radiant, his teeth gleaming, and his eyes bright, until he enters
Paradise.”
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Tafsir-i- Nubuvvat-i- Khassih (Treatise on Specific Prophethood)
To: Manuchihr Khan
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[1. introduction] * 2

5Qur’an 37:180-182.
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Praise be to God Who made the embellishment of the Tablets
of the Book of Permission the embellishment of the Point,
which was designated after it was willed, ordained before it
was decreed, permitted when it was appointed, and made firm.
Through it shone forth the essential realities of beings that
radiate in the truths of the people of the Divine Realm, that
all created things might know, in the station of the recogni-
tion of attributes, through God’s manifestation in the station
of recognition of the appearance of the Divine Essence, that
verily there is no God but Him. In the eternity of eternities,
there was none beside Him in station, nor is it possible in the
realm of contingent being to make mention of His Self, for His
Essential Reality is the pure, uncompounded Reality that, by
its very being, severs all beginnings from the station of recogni-
tion and blocks all paths of signs from the station of utterance.
For as it is in itself, none can know its reality, nor describe
its eternity, nor characterize its absolute independence, since
all else came into being in the realm of possibility through cre-
ation and were endowed with existence in the station of being
through invention. Glorified and exalted is He! He has ever
been His own describer of His Self, and His Essence the unifier
of His Essence. None knoweth how He is except Him. Glorified
and exalted is He above what they describe.

Praise be to God Who brought into being all that He willed
through His command, and placed within the realities of ab-
stract beings a sign of His eternity, a geometry from the station
of His will, and an indication in the station of His mercy, that
all things might reverberate in the worlds of names and at-
tributes through the reverberation of the manifestations of the
signs of His Self-Subsistence in the world of abstract realities,
and the conditions of the manifestations of justice and grace
in the stations of earthly and heavenly dominion. This was so
that none might be veiled in any station from the manifesta-
tion of His blessed Countenance, but might see Him evident
and existing, that there is no God but Him, living in the real-
ity of the Essence and self-subsisting in the essential nature of
attributes.

Verily, such is the loftiness of His grandeur that the highest
abstract summits cannot ascend to Him in the material worlds,
nor can the bird of hearts fly to the holy atmosphere of His
sanctity from the manifestations in the worlds of universals.

Glorified and exalted is He!  The presence of His Self-
Subsistence is too majestic and elevated for any contingent
being to reach, or for any to know His Essence in any station,
or to describe His Self in any realm of signs. Glorified and
exalted is He! Whosoever claims to know the essence of His
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being has indeed followed the path of impossibility, for this
cannot be achieved even at the ultimate heights of elevation.
For knowledge is a branch of conjunction, and He, exalted be
His mention, has never been conjoined with His creation, nor
can He be described through His servants, nor characterized
through the manifestation of His creation. For as He is in
Himself, He is bounded by the bounds of origination and
characterized by the conditions of creation, and indicates in
every aspect only His limitation, and relates in every station
only His powerlessness. For the similitude in the realities of
manifestations of dominion can only indicate the severance of
the way, and the manifestations in the essential realities of
material things of the heavenly kingdom can only relate the
prevention of proof.

Glorified and exalted is He! Whosoever claims to unify Him has
enumerated Him, and whosoever enumerates Him has divided
Him, and whosoever divides Him has described Him with the
attributes of His creation. Naught hath been associated with
His Kingdom, and whoso declareth Him to be identical with
aught else hath borne false witness against himself and uttered
calumny in his own recognition of Him, for all references in
their very essence are debarred from attaining His holy court
and point in despair to the recognition of His Self-Subsistence.
The essences of all stations in every world return to the station
of His creation, and He, in His own Self, speaketh naught but of
the limit of origination and the state of existence after the rank
of non-existence before existence in the existent, and hath no
way to the recognition of the Essence of the Worshipped One
- glorified and exalted be He above what they associate with
Him.

Praise be to God Who hath brought into being all created
things for the manifestation of His justice, that every atom
of contingent beings, from the beginning of causation to the
uttermost depths of impenetrable, pitch-black, blind darkness,
might bear witness to that whereunto God bore witness con-
cerning Muhammad, His Beloved, whom He chose in eternity
through His knowledge above all contingent beings, selected
for the station of His authority over all creation, elected for
the station of His Self in performance and decree from the be-
ginning of the world of names and attributes to the rank of
ascension, and was well-pleased with him as the mystery of
His mercy towards all who exist in beginnings and endings.

I bear witness that Muhammad, peace be upon him and his
family, is His servant whom He chose for Himself and estab-
lished him in the station of the Essence, distinct from simili-
tude among his fellow men, that all contingent beings might
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shine with the radiance of the manifestations of his knowledge
in souls and horizons until they recognize him by how God
hath preferred him above all and granted him in the beginning
and return. Exalted and sublime is the mention of his Creator
- no eye hath seen the like of Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, in all possibility, nor can there be his like, for naught
can exist in possibility except through possibility. May God
reward him, on behalf of all who dwell in the kingdom of com-
mand and creation, whatsoever He willeth and hath ordained
for him in all stations. Verily He is the Bestower of good things
in beginning and return.

Praise be to God Who hath brought forth the concealed signs
of the manifestations of His holiness in the highest conscious-
ness of abstract realities, that they might emerge in the man-
ifestations of the depths of divine signs and what God hath
created in the thicket of might and the primal reed of the tree
of dominion and kingdom, and what God’s knowledge hath en-
compassed in the earth of humanity, through the praise of the
manifestations of His power and the pillars of His unity and
the signs of His uniqueness and the tokens of His sanctification
- His servants whom God hath placed in the stations of com-
mand and creation in the station of His Beloved, lest anyone
in the heavens and earth be veiled from recognition of their
majesty, and all existing things might see them according to
what God hath ordained in the Book of the stations of names
and attributes, that they are honored servants who speak not
before He hath spoken and who act by His command.

Praise be to God Who accepteth from His servants through
His grace of their deeds whatsoever He willeth as He willeth,
though He knoweth that their very existence is a sin before
the sacred court of His omnipotence, and no mention of any
of His creation befitteth the precincts of His holy nearness,
that all might know that His way is beneficence, His custom is
explanation, His path is pardon and grace, and naught in the
kingdom of command and creation is too great for Him, and
verily there is no God but He, the Mighty, the Exalted.

2 To continue: When the light of the Cause dawned forth from

the court of His might and the sanctuary of His exaltation,
the honored and glorified presence — he who is near unto the
court of the Khan and the trusted pillar of the realm of the
Sultan — may God perpetuate the shadow of His favor upon
the heads of His subjects, and cause him to attain the utmost
of his hopes, both at the beginning of his affairs and at their
end — addressed this servant, who abideth beneath the dark-
ling canopy of God’s mercy and care, bidding him to set forth
the exposition of the mystery of Divine Unity in establishing
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the specific prophethood (nubuwwat al-khassih) of that eter-
nal Sign, that divine Mystery, that heavenly Light, that mer-
ciful Remembrance, that Manifestation which shone forth in
the sanctified, austere Form, in the Universal Reality, in the
primal Lote-Tree of the realm of Divinity, in the radiant, me-
diating Mercy, in the resplendent, effulgent Countenance of
loftiness, in the hallowed, luminous Temple of godliness, and
in the rising, shining Garment of glory that appeared in the
hidden Reality of Ahmad and the manifest station of Muham-
mad — may the blessings of God be upon Him and upon His
kindred.

As the Sun of Beginning rose at the Beginning, and then the
Sun of Ending set at the Ending, and since His Command is to
be obeyed and His Decree is decisive in the realms of the Im-
possible, I have sought God’s help and followed His command,
relying upon God in revealing what He has placed in existence
into manifestation.

[1. the first pillar: tawhid]

Know that God has eternally been free from His creation, and
His creation free from Him, for He has eternally existed without
anything existing beside Him, and He will forever remain as
He was, with nothing mentioned at His level. For His Essence
has ever indicated naught but His Essence, and His Being will
forever tell of naught but His Being. All names and attributes
are cut off from the precinct of nearness to His grandeur, and
all signs vanish in ascending to the summit of His holy oneness,
for He eternally has no description save His Essence and no
attribute save His Presence. All else, in the highest stations of
mystic knowledge and manifestations of expression, can only
grasp their own portion and know their own stations of being,
for the contingent cannot know the Essence except through
what is revealed to each in the realms of names and attributes.

And since it is established that knowledge of the Eternal is
impossible and unattainable, and that change cannot occur in
the station of the Glorious Essence, and that creation in every
station has no way to reach nearness to the Transcendent Pres-
ence, and it has been established in wisdom and confirmed in
religious law that knowledge of the Eternal Essence is impos-
sible - likewise it follows regarding creation that ascent to His
holy precinct is impossible for anyone.

7 For that which is not mentioned in describing the stations es-

tablished in descent applies equally to ascent. And in all the
stations mentioned regarding Reality, detailed in the evidences
of the Path, and established in the verses of Religious Law - all
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indicate the impossibility of knowing that Station which indi-
cates the Essence by the Essence for the Essence, and the im-
possibility of ascending to the summit of the attributes. Thus
is established the decree of reality.

[2. the second pillar: al-nubuwwat]
[mashiyyah]

When that exposition is unfolded and its import established
upon the balance of direct perception, it becometh clear be-
yond doubt that God createth whatsoever He willeth, by what-
soever He willeth, through His command; and none can turn
aside His decree in any matter.

He hath brought into being the very Essence of the Primal Will
(mashiyyah) for the station of His own “I-ness,” the manifesta-
tion of His sustaining power, the token of His self-subsistence,
and the dawning of the light of His sanctity. Verily, He created
it by itself and for itself — no self preceded it, no remembrance
equalled it, no attribute resembled it, no description opposed
it. He made its essence identical with its own reality, and its
being identical with its own identity. It is the cause of causes
in the beginnings of the Command and the ends of its consum-
mation — He hath indeed established it, in the station of the
Will, as the station of His own Self.

And as it is in itself, it may not be described by names or at-
tributes, nor encompassed by allusion or effulgence; for whatso-
ever is mentioned in its degree is mentioned only in the degree
of its effect. That station — and unto it is the allusion in all
that hath been revealed in the Book concerning the degrees
of Command and the manifestations of the Seal — is the very
effect of the appearance of the Primal Will within the realms
of Purpose. And whatsoever is not predicated of it in the sta-
tions that signify God throughout the worlds of the abstract
and the material, the ideal and the accidental, and in all realms
beyond these, is but among the degrees of the manifestation of
that first, original rank.

Through it do all contingent beings turn their faces toward
God and by it do they apprehend the tokens of His eternity,
His power, His dominion, and His majesty. Its stations, by
their very essence, proclaim the splendour of His presence and
the radiance of His Lordship.

[iradah]

5 Verily, when the Command descended from the origins of the

Command and the ends of consummation, and from the mani-
festations of justice to the plane of effect, the Purpose (iradah)
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came into being by itself from the loftiness of the appearance
of the Will (mashiyyah), and through it were determined the
determinate things, and through it were brought into existence
the existences, and through it did God desire to manifest the
identities of the realities, the essences, the souls and the be-
ings. The meaning of the signs of the manifestations and the
station of the essences and whatsoever occureth in the station
of the revelations in that rank is that it is a sign and a shadow
in relation to the rank of the Will and the manifestation of
Purpose.

; Through that rank are manifested the hidden depths of con-

tingent being and the manifestations of the degrees of the
archetypes. Verily, God, exalted and mighty be He, will use it
as an argument against His servants on the Day of Resurrec-
tion in the station of the manifestation of the Command in the
determined rank, which is the station of the recurrence of the
First Mention in the rank of the manifestation of the Will.

" [qadar]
s Verily, God, glorified be He, after the manifestation of that

rank, hath made the station of the manifestation of the Will
in that station, and it is in itself the station of the descent of
the Will.

Then, after the manifestation of that rank, God brought into
being the essence of the vast ocean of Decree (qadar) and made
it, in its own station, a sign from the Purpose (iradah), and,
in the station of its Essence, a sign from the Will (mashiyyah),
inasmuch as its reality indicateth the unity of the manifesta-
tion of the Essence, and its identity speaketh of the limited
signs in the stations of the attributes. Verily, that station in
itself is the manifestation of the Will itself, and therefore there
were in the station of manifestation the stations of the hidden
in the station of the manifest of the hidden. Therefore did
the Imam, peace be upon him, indicate that “our first one is
Muhammad, peace be upon him and his family, and our middle
one is Muhammad, and our last one is Muhammad.”

Verily, in truth, were the servant to look with the eye of the
inmost heart, he would see in the third station itself the man-
ifestation of the first, nay rather, there floweth in it like the
station whereof al-Sadiq, peace be upon him, spoke in men-
tioning the austere Form, as related from His forefather, upon
Him be peace, when He clearly affirmed the reality of Divinity
within the Temple of Guardianship — that “It is not He, and
yet it is not other than He.”

[qada, idhn, ajal, kitab]
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And likewise the matter continues until it reaches the rank of
decree, permission, term, and book, for all these are stations of
the manifestation of the Will itself. And the mention of those
seven stations, which are the stations of the manifestation of
the Will - which is the Muhammadan Reality, may God’s bless-
ings be upon it - is for establishing the absolute Prophethood.

[establishing specific prophethood in its outer aspect:]

And the mention of those conditions was only to establish
knowledge of certain stations for demonstrating the special
Prophethood and the universal, radiant walayat.

And the establishment of that matter in its inner meaning pro-
ceeds through the recognition of multiple, enumerated stations.
Among these:

When it is established that nothing exists except through a
Creator who created it, and He is not like His servants, nor
does He have attributes like His creation - for if He had the
proof of creation, He would not be the Creator. And He in-
dicates Himself to Himself only through Himself, because in
the station of the indication of the Essence, if it were possi-
ble for anyone to be with Him, it would be possible for other
than Him to indicate His presence. And there is no creation
with Him in any station, so no one knows Him and nothing
indicates His Essence, because indication would require the ex-
istence of something with Him. And if there were no existence
or mention of anything in the holy presence of His grandeur,
indication would not occur. And what has been revealed in
the traditions of the suns of greatness and lights: “O Thou
Who hast indicated Thyself by Thyself” and his saying, peace
be upon him: “My God, through Thee have I known Thee,
and Thou didst guide me to Thee and called me to Thee, and
were it not for Thee, I would not have known what Thou art”
and his saying, peace be upon him: “Know God through God.”
And in that station, in reality, there is no indication except in
the station of signs, and no mention of it except in the station
of tokens. And through understanding that explanation, the
path of recognition becomes easy for the servant in the station
of exposition.

And when the existence of the Will is established through ra-
tional proof in that manner - that everything has its manifes-
tation in the world through it, and it is the universal cause and
the essential origin, and if God did not manifest it His power
would not be manifest in its rank, and if it were not manifest
the decree of unity would not be established for the Essence,
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glory be to Him - then what I wished to explain is thereby
established.

And when it is established that the likeness of the creation of
the Will is rationally necessary, and no one can say “why” or
“how,” because whoever says that perceives the quality that
was caused by the effect of the Will, then how can the de-
cree of its essence be established by our command? And that
is witnessed by those of understanding among the people of
origin and return. Just as the decree of the existence of the
likeness of the Will - which was the beginning of the special
Prophethood and absolute Guardianship and divine lights and
lordly mysteries and eternal sign - opened up, its recognition
and transformation in its stations became necessary.

And since it is established by rational proof that the lower can
in no wise comprehend the station of the higher save through
the manifestation of that “I-ness” whereby the higher revealeth
itself unto it, it followeth that the knowledge of the true, partic-
ular Prophethood cannot be attained nor affirmed by any soul.
For when the servant desireth to know that station aright, it be-
hoveth him to ponder the signs which God hath brought forth
within his own being — signs that are the effulgent reflections
of that universal Prophethood which shone forth from the Ah-
madic Presence, upon it be the blessings of God, whence the
Sun of both beginning and end hath risen.

When this criterion is established in that station, the servant
recognizeth that God hath created naught save for the man-
ifestation of His power, and that the divine outpouring hath
ever been renewed from His presence and descended from His
holy court, until it reached a station from which it could de-
scend no further. Verily, the first outpouring that appeared
from the Divine Will was itself the Purpose, and thus do the
decrees flow unto the ultimate stations of endings and conclu-
sions. These, as they are in themselves, have assuredly been
created by God for perfection, and without doubt they could
not bear what God intended for them in the contingent worlds
except through descent therein and bearing the garment of this
world for the recognition of its people. The bearer of Univer-
sal Prophethood, which is the Divine Will, hath descended by
God’s leave from the realm of its essence until it reached the
station of the body, beyond which no descent was possible,
for whatsoever was potential therein became manifest, and no
rank of descent remained beyond it in the human station.

And when it is established through rational proof that that
Point descended until it reached the station beyond which no
rank is possible - a decree to which the minds of all people are
bound and which none can deny in the station of recognition
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- for when the existence of the Divine Essence is established,
there is established the existence of His Universal Self, which
was the Cause of causes, and this confirmeth His descent to the
rank of the body for the perpetuation of the divine outpouring
and the existence of its receptivity to the revelations of His eter-
nality. Verily the rank of the body, while bearing the stations
of beginning, is without doubt the noblest of stations and the
most exalted of degrees. Nay, the Lord’s outpouring cannot
reach any soul in perfection save through its appearance in the
station of bodies, for what God hath placed therein potentially
appeareth in actuality and manifestation, thereby establishing
the decree of reality. The recognition of these stations, before
establishing the Cause which was intended to be manifested,
is incumbent upon the seeker thereof, for knowledge of the
beginnings of the Cause and the final endings is the cause of
tranquility of the heart in the station of recognizing the decree
of the heart. Thus is the Cause for the stations which God
hath commanded and willed in the Book for those possessed
of understanding among the people of principles and return.

When there is established through rational proofs, in accor-
dance with heavenly verses, true scientific indications, and sub-
tle mental signs, the necessity of the existence of that Light and
this Universal Soul, the specific Prophethood was established
in the temple of the body of Muhammad, the Messenger of
God - upon Him and His family be the blessings of God - for
none was like unto Him, and the descent of the Primal Point
and its appearance in the station of embodiment was not pos-
sible save in the temple wherein He was born - may my spirit
and all within the kingdom of Command and Creation be a
sacrifice for Him.

All have witnessed that at the time of His birth there appeared
signs that were unique to His station and manifest only in rela-
tion to His rank. At the very moment His body appeared, signs
of prophethood were inscribed upon His shoulder in such wise
that none other could possibly attain to this mighty station.

When it was established concerning absolute and universal
prophethood and primordial and eternal walayat that it was
impossible for anything to descend from the realms of divine ac-
tion to the uttermost limits of the world of multiplicity, which
is the world of bodies, except in the form of its essence and
the temple of its reality, the observer could behold in His out-
ward physical temple and subtle element that which God had
ordained at the beginning of His existence. For the manifesta-
tion of the Divine Will cannot be realized in this world except
in the form in which Muhammad, the Messenger of God, peace
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be upon Him and His family, appeared. For the Beginning did
not appear in its fullness except in the station of the Seal,
and reason itself beareth witness that He Who is the source
of grace in the station of the First Order cannot complete His
manifestation except through a Seal after which none like unto
Him shall appear. Therefore was Muhammad, the Messenger
of God, peace be upon Him and His family, the Opener of
what had gone before, the Seal of what was to come, and the
One Who hath dominion over all this. The mind cannot com-
prehend absolute, primordial, and universal prophethood, as
it hath no recourse except to recognize specific prophethood in
relation to that Most Great Sign in the Ahmadic Temple - may
God’s blessings be upon it - from the time the Sun of creation
rose through creation until the Sun of invention set through
invention. For the First Remembrance, whose existence is es-
tablished through reason, cannot appear in the world of bodies
except in the manner it appeared in the appointed year, the
appointed day, and the appointed hour.

And wisdom required, in accordance with the station of Real-
ity, as was established in the appearance of the Law, that His
father’s name must needs be Abdullah ibn Abdul-Muttalib ibn
Hashim ibn Abd Manaf. For His manifestation, peace be upon
Him and His family, from the beginning of the Cause, was
naught but the manifestation of His servitude unto God, glori-
fied be He, in the worlds of Command and Creation. And verily
between names and meanings, as established in the Balance of
Reality, there is an essential relationship and an intrinsic mys-
tery through which the servant establisheth all the stations
that God hath created for him. And verily His father’s name
was required by wisdom to be the name manifesting His station
before the dawning of His message, for the station of servitude
in His father was naught but through the grace of the servi-
tude which God had placed in him. Therefore was his name
related to God, although the name of the Divine Majesty had
not been revealed in the Book before His birth, peace be upon
Him. And verily God, through His subtle craftsmanship and
mighty grace, made his name related to His Own Self, that it
might serve as evidence for the mystery of the manifestation
of the bearer of the light of the Divine Will.

And verily he whom God hath given expansive reach in the
stations of abstraction and the manifestations of uniqueness
is able to establish specific prophethood in all that is related
to Muhammad, peace be upon Him and His family, even in
the blackness of His eyes, for the Light of Divine Unity hath
shone forth throughout His entire being in equal measure, man-
ifest in every limb and member, and pointing, in all His states
and aspects, to that same Presence which revealeth itself in
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the realms of the unseen and the seen. Naught thereof is con-
cealed from the discerning eye that beholdeth the tokens of His
perfections. For in the form of His physical frame - may God’s
blessings be upon Him and His family - none hath ever seen its
like, nor is its equal possible in creation, nor can anyone doubt
His special prophethood as manifested in His outward form.

As Abu Ja’far - peace be upon him - indicated in his words
when asked to describe the Prophet of God, he said: “The
Prophet of God was fair-skinned with a reddish tinge, with
dark eyes and joined eyebrows, with well-proportioned limbs
as though gold had been poured over his form. He had broad
shoulders, and when he turned, he turned his whole body due
to his dignified bearing. A line of hair extended from his chest
to his navel like a streak of pure silver, and his neck unto his
shoulders was like a silver vessel. When he drank, his nose
would nearly touch the water, and when he walked, he moved
as though descending from a height. None like the Prophet of
God - may God’s blessings be upon Him and His family - was
seen before or after Him.”

;. For just as His most sacred Being was, in the primal realm of

action, the cause of all created things, so too was this true of
His physical form, for it was itself the descent of the Primal
Remembrance for the manifestation of the Sign which God had
ordained. As was demonstrated on the night of His ascension
through His blessed form, that which was necessary in divine
wisdom to be manifest in His reality - may my spirit be a
sacrifice for Him - was shown. As attested by Humayra, He
was in His house, and as the All-Merciful and His angels bore
witness, He was simultaneously present in all the kingdoms of
the heavens and earth in His form, body, garments and sandals,
for this itself reflected naught but the all-encompassing Will
and the manifestation of universal Prophethood.

None may claim that another could be like Him in this station,
for the concept of sudden emergence in existence is universally
acknowledged as false. Just as His uniqueness among His kind
and His transcendence above all likeness and similitude was
established in the worlds of abstraction, so must it necessarily
be in this world, for none hath been born like unto Muhammad
- may God’s blessings be upon Him and His family. At the time
of His birth, He manifested signs by which all knew that none
could be like unto the Primal Remembrance, and even were
it possible, such would necessarily have appeared. None hath
spoken regarding any created being as was spoken concerning
the manifestation of the Light of Unity in the Muhammadan
Countenance and the Ahmadic Temple - may God’s blessings
be upon them.
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The Sun of the Divine Essence rose, and should anyone deny
His prophethood in the world of manifestation, the proof of rea-
son through spiritual signs and the divine manifestations that
appeared throughout the horizons at His appearance would
compel them. For had He not appeared, there would not have
appeared a form the like of which none had ever seen, nor a
name by which none had ever been named, nor a successor
whose name was Ali - peace be upon him.

Thus is established in the realm of proof the confirmation of
prophethood in His name, for the Primal Will in the first world
came into being only through the fire element of His Self, which
is the Active Agent and the Pure Primordial Manifestation,
and this is the station of matter in the first remembrance.

When the First Mention found existence in the material realm,
the element of air was necessitated for its form and for the
manifestation of the secondary cause at its level. When ex-
istence became realized, it became necessary in wisdom that
there be a connection between them for the manifestation of
the tertiary cause and the necessary conditions at this level.
When these three were established, the mind perceived a com-
prehensive form indicating the fourth, which is the station of
the element of earth and the final cause that is identical to the
three manifestations themselves.

When it was realized in the path of truth that nothing exists
except through four ranks, all the ranks of the Divine Will
became manifest in creation through the name of the bearer of
the special Prophethood - upon him be the blessings of God
- as long as the sun of creation rose through creation and the
sun of origination set through origination. For in the Manifest
Name that indicates His body is established the reality of His
station, which is never suspended in any place. God is known
through Him in the station of manifestation. Whosoever knows
Him - there is no difference between him and Him except that
he is His servant and creation.

For a name like Muhammad - peace be upon him and his family
- is not possible in origination, because the letter Mim is the
first letter of Will (Mashiyyat). When that letter appeared
in his name, it indicated that in the pillar of the element of
fire, it encompasses all stations from the rank of receptivities
and the accepted. For when the rank of receptivities is joined
with the accepted rank, its number becomes forty, and that is
the completion of the ranks that God promised Moses - peace
be upon him - in the first Mount, where God, exalted be His
mention, said: “We appointed for Moses thirty nights, and
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completed them with ten, so the appointed time of his Lord
was completed as forty nights.”6

The verse has testified from God regarding the right of the first
letter of His name to the rank of completion through the joining
of receptivity and acceptedness. And indeed that letter in that
station, when the observer looks with the eye of the heart, is
known in its reality that when that number is purified from
the manifestation of multiplicity, nothing remains except the
letter of unity. For from the letter Mim, when the bounds of
receptivity and acceptedness are taken, nothing remains except
four letters which indicate the ranks of reality without which
nothing can be realized in existence.

And when this letter was repeated, the second letter of His
noble name appeared, for Ha has the numerical value of eight.
When that letter descended, it appeared like the first letter,
for those possessed of understanding know not what is there
except through what is here. And in the rank of the element
of fire, it is a truth with God that the letter Mim should exist
for the completion of its manifestations, and in the rank of
the element of air, it became necessary in wisdom that the
letter Ha should exist, for when you join it with the mystery
of four and the first letter, its number becomes equal to the
number of letters in the word “air.” And in it are holy allusions,
throne-like indications, primary verses, and conclusive signs
that thoughts cannot bear and to which the highest bird of
vision cannot ascend, except for those whom God wishes from
among the people of mysteries.

And after that letter, it became necessary in wisdom, certain
in reality, and established in religious law that the final let-
ter should be Dal, for the manifestation of the mystery of the
letter Ta in the rank of earth and the manifestations of unity
in the stations of the physical, for the letter Dal is among the
darkened letters and is the letter of finitude and the sign of
limitation in the Muhammadan station - may God’s peace be
upon him and his family - which indicates his primary sta-
tion and speaks of the self-subsistence of his essence and the
manifestation of his being. And there exists not in contingent
reality any name whose final manifestation testifies to itself as
does the name Muhammad - may God’s peace be upon him
and his family - for that darkened letter which appears at the
end of his noble name represents the earthly element, that it
might be exalted above the luminous letters in others. Indeed,
from the influence of that letter have been realized all realiza-
tions in the kingdom of names and attributes, and have been

SQur’an 7:142.
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established all essences in the throne of glory, until the divine
outpouring reached, by God’s leave, to the station of earth.

When it is established through the radiant proof of reason,
which speaks of the verses manifested in his essence, the ser-
vant knows that the Bearer of the First Remembrance, which
is the Primal Will, could not have appeared in the realm of cre-
ation except that his name be Muhammad - may God’s peace
be upon him and his family. For the letter of beginning, with
all its ranks perfected and its manifestations complete, when
it descended to the earthly station, indicated naught but the
mystery of his reality. Thus appeared the letter Dal to make
known the manifestation of the letter unifying Essence, At-
tributes, Deeds and Worship. Exalted and glorified be God’s
handiwork! His signs of power have appeared in all things
that those who seek proof might prove the manifestation of
His self-subsistence in all things, and that none might forget
His remembrance in any condition, but see Him manifest and
present as on the day when nothing remembered existed with
Him.

This indeed is one of the ways of establishing the special
prophethood in the Muhammadan temple and the Divine
Unity manifested in the Ahmadian form. All that is attributed
to the station of the Essence - veils conceal it not, proofs equal
it not, nor do the decrees of names and attributes match it.
The light of the unity of the Essence appeared in his body -
peace be upon him and his family - just as it appeared in the
station of the Primal Will. Whosoever establishes through
reason the obligation of unifying the Essence, Attributes,
Deeds and Worship, is obliged to establish the special prophet-
hood merely upon hearing his noble name. For when the
First Remembrance was designated, the ranks of its existence
appeared only in its final stations.

God has placed all the signs of the horizons within the souls.
Had God not placed the signs of the horizons within the souls,
the servant could not have discovered what lies in the hori-
zons. Thus the recognition of the exposition of prophethood
is established in the signs of the soul to facilitate recognition
of the signs of the horizons. For reason indicates what God
has placed within oneself by establishing a Creator. When
one becomes certain, one must establish the Bearer of Univer-
sal Prophethood, for the eternal outpouring was never other
than complete. When God wishes to create the Primal Will,
it comes into being instantly by itself. God has never ceased
willing except through His Will, for the Essence is not joined
with His creation nor does it change in any way through His
origination.
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And since the universal effusion hath been established as pro-
ceeding from His creative act within the souls, it must needs
be manifest likewise in the horizons. And when it is made clear
that the signs of the horizons correspond to those of the souls,
it becometh evident that the bearer of that universal Prophet-
hood in the world without is he whose name is Muhammad, as
was mentioned in the mystery of His name — and His father’s
name is ‘Abdallah. Indeed, were man to expound the mystery
of reality, it would establish the land of his birth, his age, and
all his circumstances. But minds cannot grasp the reality of
the matter, for when the mind becomes refined and subtle it
can only comprehend something limited.

2 The establishment of such stations is difficult for one who views

things through the lens of limitation and geometry. But when
the servant removes the veils of the glorious lights from the
sacred court of the first determination in contingent existence
and creation, he will discover the reality of the matter: that at
the time when the Messenger of God - peace be upon Him and
His family - appeared, all the signs of the heavens and earth
were in a state of equilibrium. And verily He - may my spirit
and all who dwell in the kingdoms of command and creation
be a sacrifice for Him - appeared at a time when the condition
of creation was at the station described by God, exalted be
His glory: “Then We developed it into another creation. So
blessed be God, the Best of creators.”

3 Indeed, on the first day of the new creation, people’s under-

standing was at the stage of a drop of seed, and all progressed
in the first pinnacle through the ranks of the manifestations of
the Prophets and Messengers, until the structure of existence
was perfected and the wisdom of the greater world emerged.

God, glorified be He, desired to manifest the first light from
His Self, a remembrance from His sanctity, and a sign of His
oneness, so that all atoms might quiver in the station of man-
ifestation according to what God intended for creation on the
day of their emergence in this world, that each might take its
portion of the knowledge of the Book according to what God
had ordained in the decree of origin and return.

(establishing specific prophethood in its inner aspect:)

What has been thus far detailed in these allusions regarding
the establishment of the specific prophethood pertains to the
outer station. As for the allusion to the inner station, it has its
indications and signs whereby the servant knows and discovers
at the Balance, when he looks with the eye of possibility and
recognizes the power of the All-Merciful in the reality of the
Explanation. The Prophet - peace be upon Him and His family
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- who appeared on a known day is the day of the manifestation
of the final determination of the Will in the rank of the inward.

Just as reason indicates the establishment of an Essence whose
knowledge is pure in the station of the unity of the Essence,
it also indicates the establishment of that Light shining from
the horizon of heaven at the time when it rose and shone forth.
When asked about His excellence over other created beings,
He said: “I was the first to answer in the primary World of
Spirits.” This refers to the station of creation, then to whoever
answered God in the stage of compilation.

For on the day when the body of the Messenger of God - peace
be upon Him and His family - appeared in the secondary World
of Spirits in this world, it was the day when the effect of the
Will appeared in the primary World of Spirits. The knowl-
edge of that station is not made clear in its reality except after
recognition of the Ancient One made manifest in the rank of
the Will, the recognition of the manifest pre-eternity in the
station of the First Remembrance, and the recognition of per-
petuity, then the recognition of eternity, then the recognition
of time. Therefore it was indicated by His evidences that the
mention of pre-existence and pre-eternity are applied according
to the different stations, ranks and conditions.

When applied to the knowledge of the Essence, it is the Essence
itself without mention of the Names and Attributes.

When applied in the station of the Act, it is perpetuity in real-
ity according to its name, as Ali, peace be upon him, indicated
in his sermon on the Day of Friday and Ghadir: “I bear witness
that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger whom God
chose in pre-existence above all nations.”

And he, peace be upon him, said: “I am the possessor of the
second pre-eternity.” Sometimes pre-existence is applied in the
station of temporal things, as in His exalted Word: “like an
old date-stalk.” But the balance in the station of explanation
is what I indicated - that pre-existence which has no begin-
ning and no end is that pre-existence which is applied to the
Manifestations of the signs of the Essence.

Likewise is the ruling regarding the mention of pre-eternity, for
it is the Essence of the Essence by the Essence. And perpetuity
is the condition of the Act, and it is a condition that has no
beginning in God’s knowledge nor any end, for the outpouring
never ceases from the Absolute Outpourer. And if precise con-
sideration wished to apply the ruling regarding the beginning
like the end, such that no beginning would be established for
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the First Remembrance except itself, the ruling would be valid,
but it would be difficult for hearts to encompass it.

As for time, it is that which is realized through the rising and
setting of celestial spheres, and it has a beginning and an end.
When man witnesses the reality of that explanation, he be-
comes able to recognize that at the moment when Muham-
mad’s physical form, peace be upon him and his family, ap-
peared in the world of time, there was the appearance of the
Primal Will in the first creation.

And after that explanation, it has been established through
spiritual proofs the appearance of the Prophet, peace be upon
him and his family, in the year one hundred and three of
the seventh millennium, and the necessity of his name and at-
tributes which God had written for him and distinguished him
with above His creation, from the obligation of night prayer
and the ruling regarding women in the nine, and what God
distinguished him with in the ordinances of his prophethood
and the conditions of his mission, where this could not be re-
alized except in the station to which God referred in His Book
from revelation to the station about which God said: “While
he was in the highest horizon. Then he drew near and came
down, till he was two bows’ length or nearer, and revealed to
His servant what He revealed. The heart did not falsify what
it saw. Will you then dispute with him about what he saw?
And certainly he saw Him in another descent, at the Lote-tree
of the Ultimate Boundary near which is the Garden of Abode,
when that which covers covered the Lote-tree. The eye did not
swerve, nor did it stray. Certainly he saw of the greatest signs
of his Lord.”

And by rational proof, no leap was possible after knowledge
of his appearance in this world, for negation is a branch of
affirmation in this world, even if the knowledge of limitations
and geometries could not encompass it.

And verily beyond these allusions, were the servant to gaze
upon the station of attributes and the manifestation of divine
decrees, he would be able to establish the Cause through means
other than what hath been revealed in the Bayan. And what-
soever hath been detailed regarding the proof of prophethood
for the Ahmadic Temple is according to the inner meaning.

7 [establishing specific prophethood according to the outer as-

pect of the inner meaning:]

As for the explanation according to the outer aspect of the in-
ner meaning, it is that God, without doubt, knoweth all things
at all times and hath power over all things. When He Who
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was named Muhammad - peace be upon Him and His fam-
ily - claimed universal and eternal prophethood, and no one
could prevail against His proof, there is no doubt that God
was confirming what He claimed. And for those possessed of
understanding, there exists no greater proof in the paths of
truth, for none can question that which God hath confirmed,
even should they fail to comprehend it through their rational
faculties. This is evident to all who observe with the judgment
of their minds the signs within themselves and the horizonal
signs around them.

And were it not for Muhammad - peace be upon Him and
His family - there would be none other, for the Universal Pri-
mary Effulgence appeared in existence only as it appeared in
the beginning of the Cause. The explanation of this matter
hath been mentioned in the station of exposition, wherein it
becometh manifest to him in whom appeareth all that God
hath placed in creation. The first mention of contingent be-
ing in the rank of archetypes is the station of the First Adam.
The Alif pointeth to the station of His first mention, which is
the station of Pure Abstract Oneness that relateth to its Ori-
gin through itself and for itself. The Dal in the middle of the
Name indicateth the manifestation of the four causes without
which nothing can exist. And the Mim signifieth that his na-
ture was kneaded from the manifestations of these causes from
the four elements.

For nothing completeth its manifestations in any station except
through the number forty, for the appearance of ten after thirty
in the rank of union. Therefore God made the name of the
First Mention ‘Adam’ in accordance with what appeared in
this world.

And since nothing is complete except through the manifesta-
tion of its descent, its first descent was realized from its own
essence. From this did God create Eve from the First Adam for
his tranquility. Therefore the numerical value of her name was
fifteen, corresponding to the number of sides of the triangular
form in the number of the letter Ha, which representeth Will
in the principles of action. To this referreth Muhammad the
Messenger of God in His saying: “I and Ali are the fathers of
this community,” for after the descent of the Divine Will and
the determination of Purpose, multiplicities came into being
from the vast ocean of Power at the time of connection.

And when these three descended, they became four, and from
this God created after the triangular form the signs of the
square. And there can exist no number in existence more per-
fect and complete than that number seven, which is the number
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of the hidden reeds in the thicket of the Divine Realm, whose
names were Muhammad, Ali, Hasan, Husayn, Ja’far, Musa,
and Fatima, may God’s blessings be upon them all. When
these seven descended from the world of the unseen to the
world of witness, the seven reeds appeared in the world of wit-
ness.

The origin thereof is the First Primordial Atom, bearer of the
special prophethood and universal guardianship. Through it
God originated the seven celestial spheres of the sun, moon,
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn.

In relation to these appeared the days of the week: Sunday
for the Divine Will and for the manifestation of the sign of
unity in all its stations; Monday for the Divine Purpose, the
mention of Monday indicating the existence of the two spouses
and the designation of the two temples; Tuesday for Divine
Decree, for it is in the station of connection and the trian-
gular form, hence in talismanic science the triangular form is
established for separations and their like wherein lies proof of
division and suspension; Wednesday for Divine Destiny, hence
those versed in numerology establish the square form for the
station of union and love, and it is the day of Husayn, peace be
upon him - whosoever observes therein the mysteries of Divine
Destiny shall find it blessed in the station of harmonious unions,
as the Imam, peace be upon him, explicitly stated regarding
Wednesday in response to those who claimed otherwise, while
those who observe therein the calamities that befell the Suns of
Grandeur should not undertake novel matters requiring knowl-
edge of the hours and wisdom of separation and proximity in
the rank of manifestations; Thursday for the station of Permis-
sion, its bearer being Ja’far son of Muhammad, peace be upon
them both; Friday for the station of the Appointed Time, God
having made its bearer Musa son of Ja’far son of Muhammad,
peace be upon them both - in this number are completed the
geometric aspects of things; and Saturday for the perfection of
the Cause, with explained reasons and clarified causes, being
the day of Fatima, may God’s blessings be upon her.

According to this exposition, it becomes evident that the
bearer of the First Remembrance must, by wisdom, appear
between the sixth and seventh millennium from the sixty, for
after the bounds of the year which is the complete number,
that Radiant Light must, by divine wisdom, appear, being the
origin of the manifestations of beginning and end in stations
that have no purpose except through It and no end except
through It.
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When it is established by rational proof that the First Re-
membrance, who is the First Adam and the Innovator from
the nature of the primordial manifestation, appears after the
six bounds which are in the station of the body - the sperm,
blood-clot, lump of flesh, bones, clothing, and the final cre-
ation - blessed be God, the best of creators - then when the
bounds of the greater world were completed, its structure ma-
tured, its inner nature reformed, and its outer nature purified,
He appeared - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - at the
first equilibrium of the station of man. Before His appearance,
God had manifested one hundred and twenty-four thousand
prophets save Himself, for the manifestation of His holy lights
in the aspects of limitation in the rank of the letter Vav and
in the station of unity, to reform the structure of the greater
world for the manifestation of the letter Ha. And all that the
prophets have decreed and God has sent down from heaven,
the scriptures of ordinances for them exist at the level of lim-
itation, and in relation to that Primal Tree are but a shell.
Hence the laws of the Prophets were abrogated, for the stage
of the embryo could not bear the laws of the blood-clot.

Thus were the laws abrogated from Prophet to Prophet until
the day when the greater world reached the station of human
creation. When it attained unto the station of the first human
temple, the sign of divine unity appeared and His law contin-
ued until the Day of Resurrection, with neither His law being
changed nor His ordinances being altered, even though there
were differences in the stages of manifestation, just as some or-
dinances were abrogated in the early days of His mission. And
it has come in the traditions that “the Proof of God will appear
with a new Book and new ordinances”. This is not abrogation,
rather what is meant is like the Guardianship - for if it be said
that on the Day of Ghadir its reality was not fully manifested,
likewise is the ruling regarding all differences that were abro-
gated or will later appear, for these are but manifestations of
that sacred Law and none other.

When it was established in reality through the signs in the
horizons, the manifestations of the soul, the celestial conditions,
and the temporal conjunctions that the First Mention, bearer
of universal grace, appeared in the greater worlds only after
the six limiting stages (for these appeared only through the
mystery of unity and the manifestation of abstraction), and
before the greater world and its people reached the station of
physical embodiment which is the first stage of humanity, He -
may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - did not appear. Therefore
wisdom requires that His appearance, after the limitations were
fulfilled, should be the first stage of the manifestations of unity
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in both the inner and outer worlds. Thus He - may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him - appeared on Friday at noon after twelve
nights had passed of the first month of ‘Ayn. And by every
aspect of what appeared His prophethood is proven, for Friday
is the sixth day, and noon is when the eternal sun first becomes
established in its center.

For this reason have the masters of the celestial sciences de-
scribed that reality in terms befitting the higher world: “The
sphere of the sun is a perfect orb of parallel surfaces, its cen-
ter identical with the center of the world, corresponding to
the sphere of the constellations in the zone and in the poles.
Within its thickness is another like unto it, external to the
center, its convex side tangent to the convexity of the first
at the point of apogee, and its concave side at the point of
perigee. Thus there is between them an interval of graded
thickness reaching twice the distance between the two centers.
The sun is fixed within the outer sphere midway between its
poles, touching its two surfaces at two points. The spheres of
the superior planets and of Venus likewise correspond to this
order.”

Now, His appearance in the month of ‘Ayn al-Awwal beto-
keneth the perfection of the equinox of days, for the station
of equilibrium pertaineth to the season of spring. And that
twelve days of the month had elapsed is an allusion to the
twelve suns of majesty that were to rise thereafter — centers
of His command and mines of His wisdom. None other could
be born under such a conjunction of royal constellations, for
each degree among those celestial stations possesseth innumer-
able aspects and every aspect again innumerable dimensions,
extending without limit.

Such are the conditions of the divine realities and the effulgent
manifestations of the All-Merciful — like unto a mirror in which
an image is formed, and within that image yet another image,
extending without end or cessation; for the outpouring of God
in every state is infinite and unfailing.

In accordance with divine wisdom it was ordained that his
mother should bear him in the sacred land of Mecca, the sanc-
tuary of God, during the days of Tashriq near the middle pillar,
for the sacred precincts of God were created solely for the re-
pose of the bearer of universal grace. The days of Tashriq
allude to what is mentioned in the ordinances of Mina, and
the middle pillar signifies the breaking of the middle signs in
the station of determination.
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Similarly, wisdom decreed that his mother’s name should be
Aminah, daughter of Wahb, son of Abd Manaf, son of Zuhrah,
son of Kilab, son of Murrah, son of Ka’b. The numerical value
of her name equals that of “Allahu Akbar,” less fourteen let-
ters, indicating her station in the four stages of unity - Essence,
Attributes, Acts and Worship - in relation to Muhammad, the
Messenger of God, peace be upon him and his family, his suc-
cessors and his daughter.

Likewise, wisdom ordained that his mother gave birth to him in
the quarter of Abu Talib in the house of Muhammad ibn Yusuf.
His father Abdullah died when he was two months old, and his
mother passed away when he - may my spirit be sacrificed for
him - was four years old, for men of understanding know these
matters only through what is manifest.

These allusions have stations that no pen can enumerate nor
pages contain. Were I to interpret these allusions, it would
exceed the balance of explanation for those who seek to under-
stand the truth of exposition.

; By virtue of divine wisdom, heavenly grace, and manifest mys-

teries, it was ordained that the bearer of this primary grace
should receive his mission after completing forty years, remain-
ing thereafter in Mecca for thirteen years before migrating to
Medina where he dwelt for ten years. He remained in this world
for sixty-three years and was taken on a Monday, after twelve
nights had passed of the first month. His wives numbered nine
and his children seven - three sons and four daughters - with
Fatima, peace be upon her, being the last, for the cause of
recording is identical with creation.

Those of understanding cannot comprehend anything in that
station except through what God has ordained in the supreme
realm, for the manifestation of his prophethood in this world
necessarily occurred after forty years, corresponding to the let-
ter Mim, since the clay of the first Adam was molded in the
hand of power for forty mornings. This is indicated in the
ranks of his own limitations through the mention of Mim, for
the first remembrance came into being only through the ac-
ceptance of the station of receptivities and acceptances in its
realm of possibility. Thus the mystery of eternity was not re-
vealed until after the passing of that number, though in the
eternal realm this duration was but the twinkling of an eye, yet
when descended to the realm of body and limitation became
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forty years. Herein lie many mysteries whose time of disclosure
hath not yet come, and which I do not wish to disclose. Verily,
he who gazeth upon the Pole of Attributes in the Kingdom of
Names and Essences beareth witness that this First Light must
needs occupy the station of the Pole in relation to the thirteen
Rods.

And it behooveth, in wisdom, that this divine Pole be made
manifest at the time when the sun hath moved from its position,
for its orbit is Venus, and there is no difference between them in
astronomical science save what the people of that science have
described: that it is like the orbit of the sun, except that the
zones of its exterior intersect the zodiacal belt at two opposite
points. It hath epicycles fixed in its exterior, which are the
carriers, even as the sun is fixed therein, such that the surface
of each toucheth the surface of its epicycle at two points.

Verily, if the people of observation were to desire it, they would
be able to explain the Universal Prophecy and the enumerated
Rods made manifest in the Temples of Guardianship by the
rising of the sun on the day of his birth, in accordance with
the celestial realm. And this is a mention from a letter of
the number of Meem concerning what transpired before his
mission.

And he tarried after his mission in Mecca for thirteen years,
for the manifestation of the sacred Temples in God’s sanctuary
from his own self, that all might know, in his repose upon
that earth, the establishment of the mystery of Eternity in the
resplendent, radiant, luminous, sanctified Temples.

And there are symbols whereby the observer may recognize the
pure simplicity of manifestation in all stations of the unseen
and the visible. Were I to detail all the causes in every station,
nothing would encompass it, for God’s outpouring hath ever
been renewed in the reality of the servant, and His effulgence
in any aspect knoweth no cessation.

And after his emigration from God’s sanctuary, which is the
station of his self in the rank of Will, it behooveth, in wisdom,
that he descend upon a land whose name is City, and abide
therein for ten years, because emigration from the first station
is the first journey from Truth to Creation. And therein must
needs be the station of Creation in the ten ranks of Manifes-
tation, for the first station of individualization in the rank of
Creation is the effect of the act of Exposition, then the Mean-
ings, the Gates, the Imamate, then the Pillars in one station,
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then the Chiefs, then the Nobles in one station, then the Miner-
als, then the Plants, then the Inanimate—and that is the decree
of the universals of the worlds.

Otherwise, were one to extend his hand in knowledge, it would
be possible to mention for each cause innumerable causes. But
the foundation in these allusions is the Light of the Heart,
the Mystery of Creation, and the emergence of the signs of
Existence in the stations of Command and the manifestations
of the Seal.

Verily, if the observer of the station of the manifestation of the
Essence were to associate with His Essence any description of a
thing or attribute from a thing, he would have departed from
the decree of the Light of the Heart, and there would befall
him the decrees of the Day of Reckoning, from incidental indi-
viduations and essential substantialities, the reality of which
none can comprehend except through actual knowledge and
the resplendent mystery.

And verily, that is in the station of knowing the principles
through the light of contingency, but not in the station of
entities—for each station hath its decree in these conditions.
And the mystery in these manifestations is not from a spe-
cialized knowledge of the people of Exposition; rather, man
expandeth the conditions of knowledge in the station of Ex-
position through what he hath known of the decrees of direct
witnessing. And by the appearance of his years and the hour
wherein he was taken—may my spirit be a sacrifice unto him—
his Prophethood was established, for in wisdom it is necessary
that the bearer of the Universal Effulgence appear with the
manifestations of all ranks.

And verily the number six, when it was established that it is
the complete, and that ten is the completion of the rank of
passivity, the number sixty was for the manifestation of the
six ranks of action within the ten ranks. And the three is an
indication of the station of His own Self, for when He descended
from the world of the unseen to the visible realm and conveyed
to all what God, the Worshipped One, had commanded, the
decree of ascension became manifest, which is the third station
from among the ranks of the hidden.

7 Therefore it became necessary in wisdom that He be taken—

may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him—on Monday, and it was
in the month which appeared with the same number of nights
that had passed, for the beginning is like the ending, and it is
not proper for any other than Him that the day of His ending
be like the beginning from His own Self. And I know not that
God would manifest to anyone that He would make the day of
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his ascension like his descent. Glorified be God, His Creator!
No eye hath ever seen the like of the Messenger of God, peace
be upon Him and His family, nor is it possible in the contingent
world to find His like. Glorified be God, His Creator, above
what they describe!

. And when it was established in wisdom that for every manifes-

tation that appeared in the days of His mission, nay before it,
and what will appear afterward, there are signs of His univer-
sal prophethood and verses for the manifestation of His primal
pure simplicity, it became necessary in wisdom that from that
divine Tree should appear seven children, for when the Will de-
scends in its manifestation it becomes seven, and verily three
of them are in the station of relating the Will, and four of them
are in the station of relating from the Purpose. And verily God
took six of them in this world so that all might know that in
the rank of descent they were neither joined nor connected to
any condition. And there remained from them one blessed leaf,
comprehensive, relating all their ranks, which suffereth no sus-
pension in any station. They who have recognized her through
her know there is no distinction between her and them except
that she is the one who represented them, indicated them, re-
lated from them, and was an honor and remembrance for them.

And it became necessary in wisdom that her name be Fatimih—
may God’s blessings be upon her—and verily her number in
letters, when one observes and adds to the letters of His name—
peace be upon Him and His family—is forty, the number which
represents the ranks of receptivity and acceptability, and three
is the number for the completion of her relating from the sign
of her father, her husband, and herself, that the mystery of re-
ality might be witnessed. And there are subtle points with the
people of truth which, were they to be expressed, none would
see any connection between them in the station of manifesta-
tion, even though it is the cause in the stations of the unseen
and the hidden.

And verily through the name of Fatimih-may God’s blessings
be upon her-the universal, primordial Guardianship was es-
tablished for Ali-peace be upon him—and the absolute, divine
Prophethood for her father—peace be upon him—for no eye in
the contingent world hath seen the like of her in manifesta-
tion, and had God not created Ali-peace be upon him—there
would have been no peer for her in station in the world of con-
tingency, because Her blessed name indicates the majesty of
her inward station, the grandeur of her rank and the great-
ness of her station. The first letter, alif, when expressed at
the level of ten and multiplied by thirteen - the degree of the
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ten ranks which are the universal measures and holy manifes-
tations - only leaves the letter ha, which is the last letter of her
noble name, signifying her degrees of unity and indicating that
all that appeared in the Ahmadic manifestation was borne by
Fatima, may God’s blessings be upon her, in the rank of her
final name. Therefore the realities of the Prophets and Suc-
cessors came from the effusion of her light, and therefore the
realities of the souls and horizons, though they are but traces of
her noble form, indicate God the Glorious. Had God not made
the final letter of her noble name ha, the realities of existence
would not have proclaimed the unity of the Divine Essence, and
God would not have been recognized at the level of attributes.
This is evidence of the manifest mystery, for what the posses-
sors of understanding know there does not correspond to the
decree of reality except through what is here. It is clear to
one who perceives with the light of reality that this proof is
from the path of reality and knowledge of the principles of the
matter in the ultimate ends of commands. One who does not
know the science of connecting reality between bounded direc-
tions cannot witness those signs and relationships and paths
of conjunctions and unions in the way of proof of the special
universal prophethood.

It is necessary in wisdom and confirmed in religious law that
there must be for the bearer of that greatest light a trace in
the station of manifestation, for it reflects all his stations in the
rank of inwardness. That trace must be an influential attribute
reflecting the greatness of his station and grandeur of his rank.
If the trace did not indicate its source it would not be a trace.

When the mystery of the matter is established in wisdom, it
is fitting that one like Fatima, peace be upon her, be a trace
of that universal effusion for the manifestation of the ranks of
unity in her name. In wisdom that trace must be the cause
of all causes in what God created below its rank, and the last
letter of its name must be ha, for God created nothing except
for His unity and the manifestation of His uniqueness and ac-
knowledgment of the stations of His grandeur and holiness.

Therefore in divine wisdom all existences must be signs for the
manifestation of that letter and tokens of that word. Through
her existence was established the special prophethood of
Muhammad the Messenger of God, peace be upon him and
his family. He - may my spirit be sacrificed for him - has
names in the ranks of contingency; rather all names are a sign
of his name and indicate his presence and reflect his glorious
threshold. Indeed the Prophets and Messengers and all good
are manifestations of the holy stations of his prophethood. All
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ranks of manifestations, when man observes them from the
perspective of limitations, are confined to eight stations:

Among them is the world of exposition and pure manifestation
of unity in vision, which is the world of pure simplicity and in-
dication in the station of contingency; and among them is the
station of meanings which is the station of the first determina-
tion of the first remembrance in the first world; and among its
realms is the world of man; and among them the world of the
jinn; and among them the world of dominion; and among them
the station of minerals; and among them the station of plants;
and among them the station of inanimate objects. Indeed, all
the ranks of all atoms speak of naught but the manifestation
of His prophethood in the kingdom of names and attributes.

5 And should any among the wise harbor doubts that these signs

of His prophethood appeared after His manifestation, such
doubts shall be dispelled through God’s might and power. For
it is proven by reason that there must be a center for the greater
world, and that this did not reach the ultimate station of God’s
grace in the realm of bodies except through its descent from
the beginning of worlds to the rank of physical forms. And in
no less than seven thousand measures of time did that radiant
light reach the station of outer reality. And the full measure
manifests in the greater world through the six limitations that
constitute the station of identity. When this was transcended
and reached the manifestation of the light of unity in the rank
wherein God made manifest Muhammad, peace be upon him
and his family - whose name in heaven is Ahmad - this indeed
was the mystery of the letter Mim. For if the stations of re-
ceptivities and acceptances were to reach their central station,
naught would remain save the letter Alif, and this is the reality
of the matter in the mystery of His name. And His name in
the earthly station is identical to His heavenly name, except
that the veils were more numerous due to the manifestation of
ranks and conditions to whoever beholds with the eye of the
Source the manifestation of the Essence and attributes.

And all that I have detailed in this book regarding the hori-
zonal and personal proofs of the special prophethood pertains
to the ranks of the manifestations of the Primal Point, which
was the Will itself and naught else. But when one beholds
the station of the manifestation of the Ahmadic Essence, one
needs no proof through signs indicating His mission and the
manifestation of His power. For before God sent Him forth,
the manifestation of His identity was not apparent in the hori-
zons and souls, but when He appeared in this world, the ex-
istence of creation and invention was filled with the signs of
His manifestation. The path of knowledge is not difficult for
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the observer, for what is meant by time and the mention of
“before” pertains to the station of eternity and perpetuity, not
limited time. For at the moment Muhammad, peace be upon
him and his family, was sent with His message, at that very mo-
ment He filled all existence with the signs of His prophethood,
although before His manifestation the sign of His mission was
ancient in the souls and horizons. His example is like that of
a servant who asked the Imam, peace be upon him, about the
ruling concerning dates, and he - may my soul be his sacrifice -
answered with uncertainty that if he ate them, it was decreed
in God’s knowledge that he would eat them, and if he did not
eat them, it was decreed in God’s knowledge that he would not
eat them.

Similarly was the decree on the day of His mission - when He
was sent forth, it was decreed in God’s knowledge that His
sign was hidden in the reality of souls and horizons. And this
is among the mysteries of the family of Muhammad, peace be
upon them, as revealed in the tradition, that “our Cause is
the mystery, and the mystery of mystery, and the concealed
mystery, and the mystery veiled by mystery, and so forth.”

Among the sacred signs that form the foundation for recogniz-
ing the universal Prophethood is the knowledge of the form
of His name in the station of quaternity, for the bearer of the
First Effulgence was not complete in his manifestation except
through four stations in the station of His unity: the station
of the unity of the Essence in the manifestation of the First
Remembrance; the station of the unity of Attributes in the
manifestation of the remembrance of Will; the station of the
unity of Acts in the remembrance of Destiny; and the station of
the unity of worship in the manifestation of the remembrance
of Decree.

The four letters in His name - peace be upon Him and His
family - indicate these universal stations. The letter Mim is
the manifestation of God’s name the Constrictor, in the letter
Ha is the manifestation of God’s name the Ever-Living, then
the letter Mim is the manifestation of God’s name the Life-
Giver, then the letter Dal is the manifestation of God’s name
the Death-Giver. Thus three letters of His sacred name are
from the letters of the path of truth upon your souls, while
one letter is from the dark letters. If all were to ascend to the
pinnacle of realities, they would not be able to recognize that
dark letter, for that letter’s existence was in the rank of that
Name, indicating His ipseity in the stations of dominion, and
in the station of ipseity it was greater than the luminous letters
of all essences.
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The quaternary form in the station of descent appears after the
triangular form, and thus the first name God chose for Himself
was the Most High, the Most Great. But in the station of
ascent it appears in reverse. The triangular form is the letter
of the name of the Guardian, and it is the mystery of the
name of the Prophet - peace be upon Him and His family - as
indicated by al-Sadiq - peace be upon him - in his words to
Mufaddal. Since that tradition is among those containing the
comprehensive mysteries of Prophethood and Guardianship, I
shall mention it in this station that it may be a source of honor
for the observers and a sign of truth for the mystics.

It is narrated from Mufaddal ibn Umar al-Ju’fi who said: “I
said to our master al-Sadiq - peace be upon him - the promise
from him is mercy, and I had secluded myself with him and
found an opportunity I had longed for to ask you, O my master,
about what has occurred in my thoughts regarding the appear-
ance of meaning in His creation in an orderly form - can the
Essence be imagined or divided or partitioned or transformed
from its being, or be conceived in minds through motion or
stillness? And how does the Unseen appear commingled with
weak creation, and how can the created behold the Creator
despite the weakness of created things?

“He - peace be upon him - said: O Mufaddal, verily in the
creation of the heavens and earth and the alternation of night
and day are signs for those possessed of understanding’. O Mu-
faddal, our knowledge is difficult, most difficult, and our mys-
tery is rugged, far from the tongue to express except through
allusion. Our followers only know according to their under-
standing of us and their recognition of us. And away with
one who narrates what he knows not and believes what can-
not be comprehended by reason. O Mufaddal! Indeed, mere
verbal profession of faith and the promise of the senses consti-
tute mere arguments against their possessor. The Qur’an was
revealed according to the principle ‘I speak to thee that my
neighbor may hear’ Therefore, hearken unto what is revealed
unto thee, observe with the eye of thine understanding, listen
with the light of thy heart, and comprehend. Thou hast asked
about a momentous matter and a certain truth. I shall pose
to thee a weighty question - one concerning which many have
gone astray, save those whom thy Lord did favor, for He is the
All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

"Qur’an 3:190.
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“That which Al-Baqir revealed to Jabir concerning the most
difficult of matters - hidden from all save the chosen few and the
eloquent guardians who attained sincerity, were distinguished,
witnessed the truth through their knowledge, and confirmed
what they beheld with their own eyes - is as mentioned in the
Book through the words of the Trusted One: ‘Save those who
bear witness to the Truth, and they know.

“O Mufaddal! This matter is subtle and the mystery of this
knowledge is profound. Know thou that the Divine Essence
transcends all names and attributes - an impenetrable mys-
tery that conceals not from Truth, nor can any subtle secret
be hidden from it. Nothing is greater than It. It is known
through Its attributes, witnessed through Its signs, and recog-
nized through Its manifestations. It existed before the before,
and before location was located, when there was no ‘where’
save Its ‘where,” and before space when there was no space
except what It created. Unto infinity It changeth not from Its
state nor from Its essential being. It needeth nothing whereby
It might be determined, nor can It be known through associ-
ation with aught else. Rather, It is where It is and where It
was, for naught existed save It.

“O Mufaddal! Know thou that manifestation is the perfection
of concealment, and concealment is the perfection of silence.
Manifestation, power, and might constitute the perfection of
intellect. When the universals of wisdom are not complete in
both their concealment and their manifestation, wisdom would
be imperfect in the Wise One, even were He powerful.

“O Mufaddal! Thou didst say: ‘Increase me in explanation, O
my Master, whereby those who draw nigh may be quickened,
and those who walk in Thy light and truly know Thee may
draw closer. He, peace be upon him, said: O Mufaddal! The
manifestation of the Eternal among His creation is wondrous -
none knoweth this save one learned and informed. The Essence
cannot be called light, for It illumineth all light. When He
wished, without thought or care, to manifest Will and create
Will for all things - these being the letters Mim and Shin - there
shone forth from His Essence a radiant light having no end, not
separate from Him. Thus did the light manifest the light of
radiance to those who perceived it, and radiance manifested a
shadow. He established the form of existence through the dual
nature of radiance and shadow, making light its inner reality
and the Essence its source. Similarly, the Name is not united
with Its light. He hath not beheld His creation through His
creation; and if He be hidden, He is hidden within His own
Essence, within that Mystery wherein none is like unto Him
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— save Himself alone. Exalted, immeasurably exalted, is God,
the Almighty!

O Mufaddal! Thou hast asked concerning the Will — how its
Originator doth bring it forth at the first. Give ear, then, and
understand what I shall recount unto thee, O Mufaddal; for
thou hast inquired of a mighty matter. My Lord, the Ancient,
the Pre-eternal — magnified be His remembrance — bringeth
forth His Will; He hath ever been knowing thereof. That Will
was an intention, without exertion, without the arising of a
thought, without passing from rest to motion or from motion
to rest; for power is His very nature. This is because He man-
ifesteth the Will, which is His Name, and through it pointeth
to His own Essence — not out of any need for it, nor because
of any ignorance in Him.

28 When, by the dictates of wisdom, it appeared at His willing,

the Name came into being. And this, for that He knoweth
wisdom to consist in the bringing forth of that which lieth in
being into the realm of outward sight. Were He not to manifest
what He hath known — bringing it out from the hidden depths
of His knowledge into existence, so that its meanings might
become mutually disclosed — then would there be deficiency,
and wisdom would not be complete. For the perfection of
power is action; the perfection of knowledge is the known; and
the perfection of being is that which is brought into being.

“O Mufaddal, open thy heart to the words of thy Lord and
know that the Light was neither hidden within the Essence and
then made manifest from It, nor manifest from It and then con-
cealed therein. Rather, the Light emanateth from the Essence
without division, is veiled in Its concealment without illumina-
tion, and shineth forth from It without separation - even as
the ray from the orb and the light from the ray. Thy Lord, O
Mufaddal, created the Most Great Name and the Will which
brought forth the Essence. The Light was neither increased
nor diminished by His creation of the Name. The Name pro-
ceedeth from the Light of the Essence without division, and
Its outward manifestation, without partition, calleth unto its
Lord and indicateth Its meaning. This occurreth at the trans-
formation of every religion, for the establishment of the Proof
and the manifestation of the Call, that the confessor may be
confirmed in his confession and the denier confounded in his
denial. And if the Lord be hidden from the sight of His cre-
ation, they are the ones veiled by concealment and tested by
the Form.

“O Mufaddal, He hath manifested through the Name the ra-
diance of His Light and the shadow of His radiance, whereby
creation hath been personified that they might behold Him,
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and hath guided them to their Creator that they might know
Him through the Form which is the attribute of the Soul, and
the Soul is the attribute of the Essence, and the Name is cre-
ated from the very Essence. Therefore is It called a Soul, and
for this reason are His words, exalted be He: ‘And God bid-
deth you beware of Himself’ He but warneth you lest ye regard
Muhammad - the blessings of God rest upon him and his fam-
ily - as a created thing, for then would the Essence be temporal
and created, and this is manifest unbelief.

“Know thou, O Mufaddal, that between the One and the Single
there is naught save what lieth between motion and stillness,
or between the Kaf and the Nun, by reason of Its connection
with the Light of the Essence, subsisting through Its own being.
This is referred to in His words, exalted be He: ‘Hast thou not
considered thy Lord - how He hath spread forth the shadow?
Had He willed He could have made it still. Then We made
the sun a guide unto it This signifieth what was inherent in
the Essence. The most exalted Form is the radiance and the
shadow, and it is that which changeth not throughout ancient
ages nor in what cometh to pass in future times. Its outward
aspect is the most exalted Form and its inward aspect is the
spiritual reality. That Form is the substance of substances, the
agent of all that is wrought, the foundation of all movements,
and the cause of all causes. Beyond it there is no mystery, and
none knoweth what it is save Him alone.

“Know, O Mufaddal, that the anza’iyyah Form — she who
proclaimed, “My outward aspect is Imamate and trusteeship,
while My inward reality is an impregnable, inaccessible Un-
seen” — is not the Universal of the Creator; nor is the Creator
aught other than it. Nay rather, it is He in subsistence and
origination, in plain sight and certitude, in determination and
specification; yet it is not He in entirety, nor in aggregation,
nor by enumeration, nor through encompassment.

“Mufaddal said: ‘O my Lord, vouchsafe me a fuller, well-
differentiated exposition; for by Thy bounty and favors I have
come to know that whereof my tongue falls short to describe’
He — peace be upon him — said: ‘O Mufaddal, ask whatsoever
thou dost desire” I said: ‘O my Lord, that Form which I
beheld upon the pulpits, summoning from its own Essence
unto its own Essence in a spiritual sense, and openly affirming
divinity — thou didst tell me it is not the Universal of the
Creator, nor is the Creator other than the two’ - how can we
understand the reality of this saying?’

“He replied: O Mufaddal, these are houses of light and gar-
ments of manifestation and the intimacy of worship and the
mine of indication. Through them He veils you from Himself,
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and that is from them to Him. They are not Him, nor is He
other than them. He is veiled by light, manifest through revela-
tion. Each sees Him according to their knowledge and attains
according to their capacity. Among them are those who see
Him near and those who see Him far.

5 “O Mufaddal, verily the image is a luminous light and a pow-

erful might - the manifestation of your Lord, a mercy to those
who believe in Him and acknowledge Him. He is Muhammad,
peace be upon him and his family. He is the One, and a pun-
ishment upon those who deny and reject. Beyond Him there
is no goal, nor for Him any end.

“I said: O my master, is the One who is Muhammad? He
replied: The One when named, and Muhammad when de-
scribed. I said: O my master, how then does the description of
His name differ from the meaning? He replied: Have you not
heard His saying: My outward is Imamate and succession, and
My inward is an unknowable mystery? I said: O my master,
what is the inner meaning of the Mim?

7 “He replied: The light of the Essence, which is the first of

existence, the originator of creation, the former of every created
thing, connected to the Light yet separate for the witnessing of
manifestation. If He is distant, He is near, and if He withdraws,
He responds. He is the One whom the One brought forth from
His light. The One does not enter into numbers, while the One
is the source of numbers and to Him is their return. He is the
Hidden One.

38 I said: “My Lord, the Master of the Letter Mim declareth: ‘I

am the City of Knowledge, and ‘Ali is its Gate.”’

He — peace be upon Him — answered: “O Mufaddal! By this he
meant the ordered succession of that which hath been linked
together from his light. And as to his words, ‘and ‘Ali is its
Gate,” they signify that he standeth at the loftiest of ranks —
he is a gate unto them, and through him do they enter the
City, and attain unto the knowledge of knowledge. For he is
the interpreter sustained by his Lord with the knowledge of
the Kingdom and the majesty of Divinity.”

Then I said: “My Lord, the Master of the Letter Mim also
declareth: ‘I and ‘Ali are as these two’ — yet I know not whether
this meaneth to the right or to the left.” And he brought the
two forefingers close together, showing how near they were.

He said: “O Mufaddal! No measure of any one — derived from
the root of knowledge — can sever between the Name and the
Meaning. Yet the Meaning is above it, for it hath been called
into being from the light of the Essence; and between it and
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the Light there is no difference and no separation. For this
cause he said: ‘I and ‘Ali are as these two,” — a gesture unto
them that know, signifying that there is herein no division. For
were there a division between him and it, he would be another
person apart, and this is sheer, manifest unbelief.

Hast thou not heard the saying of God, exalted be He: ‘They
seek to make a distinction between God and His Messengers’;
and His saying: ‘They cut asunder what God hath commanded
to be joined’? And therein is an allusion, in the realm of acts,
unto them that would say that between God and His Creator
there is an intermediary. For this reason he said: ‘I and ‘Ali
are as these two,” because he is the dawning-place of the Names
and the first who was named. Whoso apprehendeth the sign
is made independent of the phrase; and whoso knoweth the
stations of the Attribute hath attained the abiding-place of
true knowledge.

Hast thou not heard, moreover, how the Name, by its intima-
tions toward its Lord — openly and without veiling — declareth:
“Thou art He Who removeth my grief; Thou art He Who re-
lieveth my distress; Thou art He Who dischargeth my debt;
Thou art He Who fulfilleth my promise”? Thus doth it unveil
His manifest Name among His creatures; and it saith: “Thou
art” — thereby pointing unto my Lord. And the sign was made
to His Gate: “I am the City of Knowledge, and ‘Ali is its Gate:
whoso desireth the City, let him come by the Gate.”

(establishing specific prophethood according to the station of
divine law:)

5 When the special prophethood was established in the depths

of those words at the station of the manifestation of verses in
the kingdom of names and attributes, I shall mention proofs
in the station of divine law so that whoever wishes may under-
stand the meaning of those references through those traditions
descended from the suns of grandeur and glory.

From Abu Abdullah, peace be upon him, who said: God,
blessed and exalted, said: “O Muhammad! T created you and
Ali as one light, meaning as a spirit without body, before I
created My heavens and My earth and My throne and My sea.
You continued to glorify and praise Me. Then I joined your
two spirits and made them one, and it glorified and sanctified
and praised Me. Then I divided it into two, and divided the
two into two, so they became four: Muhammad one, Ali one,
and Hasan and Husayn two, and Fatima. Then God created
from the light of her beginning a spirit without body. Then
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the Glorified One anointed us with His right hand and His light
shone within us.”

It is narrated from Abu Hamza al-Thumali who said: I heard
Abu Ja’far, peace be upon him, saying: “God the Glorified
revealed to Muhammad, peace be upon him and his family:
‘O Muhammad! I created you when you were nothing, and
I breathed into you of My spirit as an honor from Me with
which I honored you when I made obligatory upon all My cre-
ation obedience to you. Whoever obeys you has obeyed Me
and whoever disobeys you has disobeyed Me. And I made this
obligatory regarding Ali, peace be upon him, and his descen-
dants whom I have chosen for Myself.”’

It is authentically narrated from Abu Ja’far, peace be upon
him, who said: “Verily God, blessed and exalted, was ever
alone in His oneness. Then He created Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his family, and Ali and Fatima. They remained
for a thousand ages. Then He created all things and made them
witness their creation and made their obedience flow through
them and delegated their affairs to them. Thus they make
lawful what they will and make unlawful what they will, but
they will not will except what God wills.” Then He said: “O
Muhammad! This is the religion - whoever deviates from it is
lost, whoever lags behind it is destroyed, and whoever adheres
to it reaches the goal. Take it to yourself, O Muhammad.”

It is authentically narrated from Abu Abdullah, peace be upon
him, that the Messenger of God said: “I am the first believer
in my Lord and the first to respond when God the Glorified
took the covenant of the prophets and made them bear witness
against themselves: ‘Am I not your Lord?’ They said: ‘Yes/
I was the first prophet to say ‘Yes,” thus preceding them in
acknowledging God.”

Jabir narrated from Abu Ja’far, peace be upon him, who said:
“O Jabir! The first thing God created was Muhammad and
his purified and guided Household. They were spectres of light
before God. I asked: “What are spectres?” He replied: “The
shadow of light - luminous forms without spirits, supported by
a single spirit, which is the Holy Spirit. Through it, Muham-
mad and his Household worshipped God, and for this purpose
He created them forbearing, knowledgeable, virtuous and pure.
They worship God through prayer, fasting, prostration, glorifi-
cation and praise. They perform the prayer, make pilgrimage
and fast.”

When that which is manifest in all the worlds corresponds to
that which is hidden, and the secret is identical to that which
is proclaimed, the mystic witnesses in the manifestations of
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first principles, in explaining these traditions, the appearance
of rational proofs that I mentioned through wisdom regarding
substances, material things, accidents and glorification. God,
exalted be His glory, alone knows what lies beyond these allu-
sions. He is the Guardian in both origin and return.

What I have indicated through proofs of wisdom in these sta-
tions is from the mysteries of the people of grace and justice in
the Kingdom of Names and Attributes. The proofs known to
those who give counsel and engage in excellent discourse are
from the path of definitions. The methods of proof differ ac-
cording to the stations. By whatever proof one establishes the
prophethood of any prophet, by that same proof is established
the prophethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his
family.

For the proofs of people are of two kinds: either pertaining
to the souls, manifesting in the stations of the self through
signs that bring the servant to a state of certitude and tran-
quility; or pertaining to the horizons, through the appearance
of miracles that have filled the east and west of the earth es-
tablishing prophethood. There is no greater proof for Muham-
mad’s prophethood than the Qur’an, for through it his specific
prophethood is established for both the elite and masses in all
stations of the unseen and visible realms. Today the miracle
of the Qur’an is manifest, for the letters which God has placed
in everyone’s hands, numbering twenty-eight, are such that if
all were to gather to compose words like even a single verse
thereof, they would be unable, even if they were helpers to one
another. This is no simple matter - indeed it is the greatest
of all his miracles that appeared from his holy and glorious
presence.

Today, through the existence of the Qur’an, there is established
for the specific prophethood of the Ahmad Being, God’s bless-
ings be upon him, that which the sun of beginning never rose
upon in the beginning, nor did the sun of ending set upon in
the ending. Indeed, were one who beholds the stations of wit-
nessing to seek proof from every letter of the Qur’an for his
specific prophethood for all created things, they would be able
to do so. For God has revealed the Qur’an in such manner
that none can produce its like.

What is meant by “like” is the divine power, lordly might,
holy words and subtle meanings through which all in the heav-
ens and earth are rendered powerless. If what was meant was
merely the outward form of letters, there is no doubt that the
Arabs did produce composed words, but the Messenger of God,
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peace be upon him and his family, did not accept them, as one
of them said when the verse “The Hour has drawn near and
the moon has been cleft asunder” (Q54:1) was revealed: The
Hour has approached, the moon was split, and the Messenger
of God - peace be upon Him and His family - said, “May God
bless your mouth.”

And verily this is evidence that none can produce the like
thereof, for the condition of likeness is realized in a station that
is similar in all its aspects. For when the All-Wise commands
the bringing forth of a likeness, He considers all its stations
from the realm of abstraction to the utmost degree of mani-
festation. And verily He, exalted be His glory, knowing that
creation would never be able to match all its degrees which His
knowledge encompasses, challenged them in His Book with out-
ward forms which were the lowest of its degrees in His Book.
Yet even in this they shall never be able to produce the like
thereof as a narrative, for the essence of likeness is realized
in a station that is truthful and articulate from the primary
causes. And if it be not truthful, then its production would
belie it, for proof is established in that which comes from God,
and if it be not from Him, no judgment flows therefrom. Since
it is established that it was from God, no impotence or con-
tradiction to divine principles appears therein, for God is the
Ever-Living, the All-Powerful. Thus whoever speaks from His
presence, none can render impotent, nor can any produce the
like thereof.

Thereby His proof, the Qur’an, was established over all degrees
of existence, of jinn and men. And if all were to gather to
produce the like of a single alif of the Qur’an, they would never
be able, even were they all to help one another. For when God
revealed that alif, He bestowed upon it dominion over all things
great and small. Indeed, allusions veil the servant from drawing
nigh unto the sacred court of divine attributes; otherwise, all
manifestations of primary action and manifestations of passive
reception are mentioned beneath that alif of the Qur’an. And
since forms are similar, the servant cannot distinguish the form
of the alif from God from the form of the alif of creation.

s Glory be to God! How mighty is the station of His Book and

how exalted the manifestation of His verses! The manifesta-
tions of His transcendence flow therein as though they were
something unlike anything in His dominion, nor can anything
equal it in the reality of its mystery. Thus was ordained in the
Law the mystery of reality, that none should touch that alif
of the Qur’an save in a state of purity. Were creation to look,
they would witness in reality within the grandeur of a single
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letter of the Qur’an all the manifestations of contingent being
according to their measure. And verily the Imam - peace be
upon him - or one assisted by God’s grace, were he to desire
to derive the entire religion from the meaning of the letter alif,
would be able to do so, for God’s bounty has no limit. Just as
its meaning has meaning in God’s Book, so does the judgment
flow in the meaning of that meaning unto infinity. And verily
the judgment for each letter of the Qur’an was from God, like
what I have explained regarding the mention of its alif. In-
deed, were all the seas to become ink for one of its letters, the
seas would be exhausted before its meaning reached any limit
in creation. Nay, therein flows the word of the All-Merciful,
and “not a fresh or withered thing but is in a Manifest Book.”
Therefore did Ali, peace be upon him, say in a moment of glory:
“I am the Point beneath the letter B,” and from it emerged all
created things into the realm of manifestation.

Today, the special prophethood is established through that
Book, for the effect indicates its cause. Just as the Prophet,
peace be upon him and his family, was the bearer of universal
grace before which all names were cut off and all traces van-
ished in his presence, so too is the judgment of his Book, for it
stands alone in the world of letters and meanings, beyond all
things and likenesses, and holds dominion over all names and
attributes.

Whosoever wishes to argue for the special prophethood, if he
be of heavenly nature and has not previously entered the reli-
gion of Islam, upon hearing a single verse of the Qur’an will
instantly believe in it. For apart from that Book, nothing calls
through its mystery to that Threshold. In each of its letters
is stored a sign of power from the All-Forgiving, as though
it were that blessed verse manifest: “Had We sent down this
Qur’an on a mountain, thou wouldst surely have seen it hum-
bled, split asunder from fear of God. Such are the similitudes
We propound to men, that they may reflect.”

Today, whoever wishes to enter with insight into the religion
of Muhammad, the Messenger of God, peace be upon him and
his family, and the guardianship of his chosen ones, must enter
through recognition of the Qur’an as the sign of His Beloved
from the All-Merciful, which no human can match.

Though miracles are established through succession and His
prophethood is proven through signs in the soul and evidence
in the horizons for all who possess a musk-like scent of fair-
ness, yet all this knowledge begins and ends with recognition
of the Self and its acceptance. But through the Qur’an the
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heart is established, the spirit calmed, the soul assured, and
the body refreshed. It has an effect on existence that God has
not granted to any other. It is, in its unity, the greatest of
God’s signs in the realm of meanings and letters, and nothing
of physical miracles equals it, for nothing in existence is more
noble than the Word.

Therefore has God made utterance the means between Him
and His chosen ones, and it has ever been with those who serve
as intermediaries between Truth and creation. Thus it is the
greatest of signs, for in the Qur’an all miracles are manifest,
as it must contain every fresh and withered thing within its
station. But in other miracles, the judgment of the Qur’an
does not flow, due to the loftiness of utterance above all else in
exposition. In God do we seek protection regarding what the
Pen has set forth in explanation.

Among the conditions indicating his absolute prophethood are
the traces of his self, whereto Abu Ja’far, peace be upon him,
pointed in his words, saying gloriously: “In the Messenger of
God, peace be upon him and his family, were three qualities
found in no other: He had no shadow; when he walked a path,
if anyone were to pass by it two or three days later they would
recognize that He had passed there by His sweet fragrance; and
whenever He passed by a stone or a tree, it would prostrate
before Him.”

Indeed, without the essential reality of the Divine Will, when it
descends into this world, such attributes would not be possible.
By each of these signs His universal and eternal Prophethood
is proven. And I point to the final word which states that all
things prostrate before Him, for His Will encompasses all wills
among His creation. When it is established that the mineral
kingdom, which represents the lowest level of divine outpour-
ing, prostrates before His presence, this proves that beyond the
physical realm, all things are subservient to Him. His authority
in the realm of souls comprises all stations, wherein all pros-
trate themselves before God. Likewise is the decree regarding
the horizons, as indicated by the Imam (peace be upon him) in
his words, supported by God’s statement regarding the inner
essence of the outward: “There is nothing that does not glorify
His praise, though you understand not their glorification.”

When tradition has indicated the existence of the specific
Prophethood in accordance with the decree of reason, I point
to hidden proofs whose essence none knows save God or whom
He wills. When I witnessed the favors of that Most Excellent
One, perhaps thereby someone might act in God’s religion and
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convey its reward to the One Who commanded the creation
of that Book.

To the intellect that seeks to understand and believe in the de-
cree of the specific Prophethood - without doubt it is but one
aspect of the traces of that universal Prophethood’s outpour-
ing. Should the atoms of air desire to comprehend the decree
of the Sun’s orb, they could know nothing of it except what
it reveals to them through its rays at their own level. When
man recognizes through the light of direct vision the decree
of that exposition, he will testify that the universal intellect
cannot grasp of His Prophethood (peace be upon Him and His
family) save what particles of dust comprehend at the rising of
the sun’s light. All that is known of the manifestation of the
Sun’s orb is in reality the recognition of that ray which con-
nects with their essence at their station, and nothing beyond
this is possible.

Such is the decree for intellects that wish to understand,
through horizonal and personal proofs, the specific Prophet-
hood of the Temple of Ahmad, the Divine Countenance, the
Lordly Appearance, and the Eternal Resplendent Essential
Reality, for beyond this no recognition is possible. In truth,
His specific Prophethood cannot be proven to anyone except
at their own station, even if it has a sign therein. But
the matter is that which has descended in the depths of
those allusions and been detailed in the mysteries of those
expressions for whosoever distinguishes separation from union
in the Kingdom of Names and Attributes.

When the intellect recognizes this decree, it testifies before God
and His chosen ones that proving the specific Prophethood
of the Muhammadan Temple is the greatest sin, unequaled
by any other sin, for that matter which cannot be proven in
contingent existence according to its true reality is too exalted
and mighty to be proven through disconnected reflections that
by their very nature indicate inability, proclaim prevention,
and demonstrate limitation.

Glorified be God! How exalted the wisdom of Him Who so
ordained it — albeit I can discover no path nor descry a proof
whereby to attain the recognition of that glorious Pole Star.
God and His angels bear witness that in all I have expounded
regarding the verses proving the special Prophethood and abso-
lute Guardianship, I intended only to demonstrate utter pow-
erlessness to mention proofs and complete humility in recogniz-
ing the path. For below that station, nothing is possible for any
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created being. Whoever claims to prove the special Prophet-
hood in its true reality has only borne falsehood within himself,
and the limits of his own capacity apply to him.

However, since the verses are more subtle and precise in some
souls than others, I have detailed the explanation of the clear
verses that are possible in elucidating the special Prophethood,
like describing wine through its glass vessel, as the poet said:

The crystal thinned; the vintage thinned likewise — So twinned
they seemed, confounding gazer’s eyes; As though there were
but wine and not the cup; As though the cup were there and
wine drunk up.

And one said regarding His station:

Thy attributes are Names; Thy Essence pure, A substance from
all substance-traits secure; It soars beyond all accidents — the
how, the when — Too great for likeness to the elements of ken.

75 This indeed is the secret of the matter in explaining reality.

But today I know of no one who can prove the decree of that
Prophethood as I have detailed in that Book, for my knowledge
of proof is through divine confirmation from the Lord of Lords.
If another were to follow the paths of truth, I would find only
evidence from the Book and Tradition. Well was it said:

All claim with Layla union, firm and true; Yet Layla grants
no witness to their due. But when from cheeks the sudden
tear-streams break, ‘Tis plain who truly wept — and who did
fake.

7 Yet true nobility lies not in proving this obscure matter, but

rather in affirming what the Messenger of God (peace be upon
him and his family) declared when he said:

78 “Lo, everything save God is vain, and every blessing must in-

evitably pass away.”

All that I have detailed in those references of clear proofs be-
longs to the realm of divine glory. The true knowledge of
special Prophethood and its proof exists in a station where
knowledge becomes identical with the known, and proof be-
comes identical with the hidden. Were it not so, the primal
outpouring could not be proven through anything else.
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This is not from the perspective of recognition, but rather from
the veils and coverings, as the Imam (peace be upon him) indi-
cated in his exalted words, saying that “wisdom lies in manifest-
ing what is in potential into actuality. If He did not manifest
what He knew of His hidden knowledge into the existence of
its meanings, one to another, it would be deficient and wisdom
would be incomplete - for the perfection of power is in action,
the perfection of knowledge is in the known, and the perfection
of being is in existence.”

In truth, the matter lies in recognizing that path and nothing
else. For if one sought to know redness through whiteness,
or greenness through yellowness, one could never truly know
it, since a thing can only be known through the aspect of its
own self. Know that whoso desireth to apprehend the special
prophethood in its reality can only do so through the Prophet
himself, peace be upon Him and His family, as the Imam, peace
be upon him, hath indicated concerning that station: “Know
God through God, and the Prophet through prophethood.”

2 This indeed is the innermost mystery, for recognition hath two

ranks, as hath been established among the people of divine
knowledge. If it be through the recognition of the Essence
by the Essence itself, this is recognition in its reality and per-
fection, as the Imam, peace be upon him, hath indicated in
numerous stations of recognition. Among these is what Alj,
peace be upon him, hath said in the Prayer of the Morning:
“He Who hath demonstrated His Essence through His Essence.”
And among these is what Ali ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him,
hath said in his prayer to Abu Hamza al-Thumali: “Through
Thee have I known Thee, and Thou hast guided me unto Thy-
self and called me unto Thee, and were it not for Thee, I would
not have known who Thou art.” And among these is what He,
exalted be His mention, hath revealed in the Gospel: “Know
thyself and thou shalt know thy Lord; thy outward is for anni-
hilation and thy inward is 1.”

God accepteth not from the people of the Bayan that manner
of recognition, for He hath taught them through the words of
His trustees that God is too exalted to be known through His
creation; rather, His creation is known through Him.

As the recognition of a thing through its essence is realized
in the station of the first theophany, likewise is the decree
concerning the manifestations of this Self-Revealing One. None
can establish the special prophethood of Muhammad, peace be
upon Him and His family, in its reality through the signs in
the souls and horizons, for all that is beneath the essence of
the bearer of special prophethood is but a trace in relation to
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that station. The reality of the recognition of a thing is not
established through the traces of its manifestations. Rather,
whoso desireth to establish His special prophethood must not
make anything less than His Self as proof thereof, nor any path
unto Him save His Own Essence, for all things are cut off from
Him due to the transcendence of the glory of His majesty in
God’s dominion, and all traces are prevented from recognizing
His presence due to the sublimity of His effulgent radiance in
God’s religion.

Glorified be God! How lofty is the station of God’s Prophet
in the realm of possibility, and how mighty is the praise of
God’s Messenger in all worlds! He is unique, without likeness
or similitude in the worlds of being. O Essence through whom
existence hath arisen, all creation after Thee is but accident!
Since it hath been established regarding the recognition of the
Essence that what is possible in the contingent realm is only
possible through His Essence for His Essence, likewise doth this
decree apply to the Point of Existence of the First Universal
Effusion, which is the First and Pre-existent Remembrance
manifested through Him for Him. And since wisdom requireth
that the descent of the First Remembrance to the station of
dust be like His primary manifestation for Him through Him,
it is established that none save the essence of the bearer of
Universal Prophethood could appear in the corporeal world
except in the temple of His beginning, before which all bow
down unto God.

From this exposition man knoweth that none save the Point of
the Bayan could declare in the station of exposition “I am the
first who answered in the realm of particles,” for none beside
Him is capable of such utterance. Just as His essence knoweth
His essence, likewise is the decree concerning His prophethood,
for it knoweth its prophethood, not that which is beneath it.
Whoso seeketh to establish it through any proof besides itself
hath been veiled from beholding the stations of reconition of
the essences and the manifestations of the attributes, and its
proof through evidence is pure negation, for if His Prophet-
hood (peace be upon Him and His family) were established
through anything other than His own Self, in reality it would
only establish the existence of that thing which is inferior to
the very Prophethood that is intended in the station of the
flowing of ink.

7 Verily this path for establishing the universal Prophethood is

greater than all proofs and evidences, for other than it is the
station of shadows and accidents wherein the servant dwells
in the station of goodly exhortation and disputation with that
which is best in the station of seeking. But through the proof
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of wisdom, which is the reality of evidence for the wayfarer
on the path of the Glorious One, it is impossible through any
other means. And verily, despite the greatness of its station
and the loftiness of its rank and the sublimity of its glory which
is greater than all manifestations of proofs, it is lighter than all
proofs, for the more multiplicity increases the thicker become
the veils, and the more subtle the veils become the more refined
becomes the station. Therefore the proof of wisdom, despite its
ultimate subtlety, is far from sight and difficult for thoughts
and knowledge thereof. Thus speaks the tradition with its
wisdom: “Our Cause is difficult, most difficult. None can bear
it except a near angel, a commissioned prophet, or a believer
whose heart God has tested for faith.”

[3. the third pillar: al-walayat (Guardianship)]

When through the proof of wisdom the specific Prophethood is
realized by one who possesses the consciousness of the inmost
heart and the secret of reality, that proof indicates the stations
of the Guardianship and its establishment, for God has joined
its decree with Prophethood. And it is that the First Remem-
brance cannot descend with manifestation in the world of the
unseen except through seven stations, for everything has an
aspect of Lord and an aspect of self. When the aspects are es-
tablished, the decree of connection is established, and thereby
three are established. When the three descend they become
four, and therefore God made the number of stations of action
seven, for less than that is impossible in creation. And it is
the complete and perfect number than which there is no more
perfect number according to the people of truth.

When these ranks appeared in the world of the unseen, the
souls of the Imams (peace be upon them) were realized, and
their number is seven: Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, al-Hasan, al-
Husayn, Ja'far and Musa (God’s blessings upon them).

When these seven descended from the world of the unseen to
the station of witness, fourteen souls appeared, for the witness
of those Names in the ranks of bodies and words is Ali, Muham-
mad, Ali, Muhammad, al-Hasan, and Muhammad (God’s bless-
ings upon them).

They are the guides to God in every world with guidance than
which nothing higher is possible in contingent existence, that
He - there is no god but He - is truth in the eternity of eterni-
ties, that He is devoid of the servants and the servants are de-
void of Him, and there is between them neither connection nor
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separation of isolation, and His relation was with all atoms be-
fore their existence and after their existence equally, and none
knows how He is except His own Self, glorified and exalted is
He above what they associate.

When it is established that in the principles of causes, the ap-
pearance of the First Remembrance is only possible in fourteen
reeds, then through knowledge of that station is established
the Guardianship of the Imams of the religion, through their
own selves, demonstrate through wisdom; through their man-
ifestations, demonstrate through counsel; and through their
names, demonstrate through disputation in the most excel-
lent manner. And verily the one who beholds the station of
the Divine Essence and dwells in the kingdom of Names and
Attributes, were he to witness the manifestations of the Uni-
versal Guardianship, would be able to prove by every aspect
attributed to them their absolute guardianship over all cre-
ated things. For by every proof that establishes the unity of
the Divine Essence is established the absolute Prophethood of
Muhammad, peace be upon Him and His family, and the Uni-
versal Guardianship of His successors, may God’s blessings be
upon them. For the pillars of Divine Unity are letters that
in no wise indicate aught except God, and therefore the sign
of Unity in manifestation and contingency is identical with
the sign of Prophethood in creative manifestation. Likewise
is the decree concerning the signs of Guardianship, which are
identical with the sign of Prophethood in the stations of both
concealment and manifestation.

[4. the fourth pillar: the shi’ah]

When the Pen flows with mention of the pillars of Unity, I
shall indicate the establishment of the seven ranks for him who
bears that Fourth Letter, for a thing in the world of principles
and causes is created only through the efficient cause, which
is the station of the creation by the Essence of all that He
willeth from nothing, for the manifestation of His unity; then
through the material cause, which is the station of Universal
Prophethood for the manifestation of His Messenger’s decree;
then through the formal cause for the manifestation of the
guardianship of thirteen souls who are the universal reeds in
the thicket of the empyrean heaven, as they are the friends
of God and the successors of His Messenger, peace be upon
Him and His family; then through the final cause, which is the
fruit in the kingdom of manifestations and the purpose in those
conditions, for the manifestation of the bearer of the Fourth
Letter whom God hath placed in the station of the light of
absolute, universal, and all-encompassing guardianship.
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Verily, by the proof of reason, it is necessary in wisdom that the
station of the final cause be the fourth rank in the station of de-
scent. Therefore did al-Sadiq, peace be upon Him, indicate in
the tradition mentioning the Name, wherein His remembrance
is exalted, that “God, blessed and exalted be He, created a
name through the letter without sound, through word without
utterance, through person without body, through similitude
without description, through color without tinge, negated from
dimensions, removed from limitations, veiled from the percep-
tion of every imaginer, concealed yet not covered. He made it
a perfect word of four parts together, none of which precedes
another. He manifested three names therefrom for creation’s
need of them, and concealed one of them, which is the Hid-
den and Treasured Name. These names which have appeared
- the manifest one is God, blessed and exalted be He. And
the Glorious One subjected to each of these names four pil-
lars, thus making twelve pillars. Then He created for each of
these pillars thirty names as functions attributed to them: He
is the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate, the Sovereign, the
Holy, the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner, the Ever-Living,
the Self-Subsisting, neither slumber seizeth Him nor sleep, the
All-Knowing, the All-Aware, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing,
the All-Wise, the Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme, the
Most High, the Most Great, the Most Powerful, the Able, the
Peace, the Faithful, the Guardian, the Producer, the Origina-
tor, the Wonderful, the Sublime, the Majestic, the Generous,
the Provider, the Life-Giver, the Death-Giver, the Resurrec-
tor, the Inheritor. These names and whatsoever be among the
Most Beautiful Names until they complete three hundred and
sixty names are all related to these three Names, and these
three Names are pillars and veils of the One Hidden and Trea-
sured Name through these three Names. And that is His word,
exalted be He: ‘Say: Call upon Allah or call upon the All-
Merciful; by whichever ye call upon, to Him belong the Most
Beautiful Names.”’

The three pillars that have appeared in existence are the recog-
nition of Divine Unity, Prophethood, and Divine Guardianship,
while the hidden pillar and the light of the unseen remain veiled
due to humanity’s inability to bear them. Though more man-
ifest than anything else alongside the three in appearance, it
remains concealed, being the inner reality of the Cause in its
own station. It has its day when God wills to manifest it, and
it is the Name which, when the Qa’im (peace be upon him)
revealed it, caused the chiefs to turn away from His presence.
Then, finding no escape, they returned to Him and believed in
Him through the power of that Name. This is the Most Great
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Name, the Most Ancient Secret, and the Refined Symbol with-
out the recognition of which and drawing near to which no
one’s deeds are complete.

Thus when a Christian asked our Master Al-Kazim (peace be
upon him) about the Most Great Name, he said: “Tell me
about eight letters that descended, of which four became man-
ifest on earth while four remained in the air. Upon whom will
those four in the air descend, and who will interpret them?” He
replied: “That is our Qa’im. God will cause them to descend
upon Him, and He will interpret them. God will reveal to Him
what was not revealed to the truthful ones, the Messengers,
and the guided ones.” Then the monk asked: “Tell me about
two of those four letters that are on earth - what are they?” He
replied: “I will tell you all four. The first is ‘There is no god
but God, alone with no partner, the Everlasting” The second
is ‘Muhammad is the Messenger of God’ (peace be upon him
and his family) sincerely. The third is “‘We are the People of
the House.! And the fourth is ‘Our followers are from us, and
we are from the Messenger of God’ (peace be upon him and
his family), and the Messenger of God is from God through a
connection.”

Every proof that establishes the three pillars also establishes
that pillar in that letter. If the proof is wisdom, the path
to knowing it is itself and nothing else. If it were otherwise,
no one could claim its station, just as is established in the
balance of Prophethood. In terms of effect, the bearer of the
effects of the three must possess the simplicity of Divine Unity
in the station of abstraction, the signs of Prophethood in the
station of limitation, and the indications of Guardianship in
the station of praise.

Therefore, it is incumbent upon whoever claims that station
to manifest those effects in a way that no other can achieve.
When He wills, through the word of authority, nothing can frus-
trate Him. He speaks and writes as He wills, without pause of
the pen or contemplation regarding verses, nor does He copy
from the letters of the Qur’an, for through Him is established
the mystery of Oneness in Prophethood. This power can only
be realized in the secondary cause, which reflects the primary
cause, and the fourth cause for the manifestation of the com-
prehensive word. One who speaks about it what his conjecture
imagines will find the word returning in the judgment of the
Book exactly letter for letter. When He wills in the manner
of intimate prayers in sermons, the effects of the manifestation
of Guardianship, He is able to do so in a way that no one has
preceded Him in manifestation, nor can anyone of thought and
vision resist Him, as the balance of the effects of Guardianship
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has been established in intimate prayers and sermons for those
who know the loci of wisdom within the station of tokens and
indication, and if one desires, after these effects, to manifest
his certainty in God’s judgment, he may arise before God and
pronounce what has been revealed in the Law concerning the
ordinances of imprecation, as has occurred before God, exalted
be His mention.

Indeed, for the recognition of this station there are aspects
which none can enumerate save God, and not all that a ser-
vant knows can he utter. Were it not for the hidden obligation
and the fear of that which Ali ibn Al-Hussein, peace be upon
them both, spoke in his words - exalted be his mention - when
he said: “Many a jewel of knowledge, were I to divulge it, I
would be accused of worshipping idols” - I would have revealed
the secret reality of that station. However, I will indicate its
station through the tradition revealed concerning the station
of knowledge from Jabir, where he said - exalted be his men-
tion - in a lengthy tradition, until he said: “O Jabir! Do you
know what knowledge is? Knowledge is first the affirmation
of Divine Unity, second the recognition of meanings, third the
recognition of the gates, fourth the recognition of the Imam,
fifth the recognition of the pillars, sixth the recognition of the
chiefs, and seventh the recognition of the nobles.” And this is
referenced in His words, exalted and glorified be He: “Say: If
the ocean were ink for the words of my Lord, the ocean would
be exhausted before the words of my Lord were exhausted,
even if We brought another ocean like it as aid.”

Whoever recognizes the signs becomes independent of expres-
sions, and whoever recognizes the placement of attributes
in those indications reaches the depths of knowledge in the
abysses of those stations. Indeed, to God return all decrees in
the kingdom of names and attributes. I seek God’s forgiveness,
my Lord, for what the Book enumerates; verily He is the
Ever-Forgiving, the Generous, the Beneficent in the beginning
and the return.

At this juncture I stay the pen from flowing, and I ask God
for pardon concerning what has been revealed from the Book
unto manifestation. Glory be to God, the Lord of the Throne,
above what they describe, and peace be upon the Messengers,
and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Study guide to this volume

This volume contains two of the Bab’s most consequential Isfahan works, both written in late
1846 under the patronage of Manuchihr Khan, the Mu’tamad ad-Dawlih. The first, the Tafsir
Suratu’l-’Asr (BB00010), is a sprawling commentary on Surat al-’Asr (Q103)—only three verses
long, yet expanded by the Bab into a metaphysical encyclopedia composed in a single night for the
Imam-Jum’ih, Sultanu’l-’Ulama’ The second, the Treatise on the Special Prophethood, Nubuvvat-
i-Khassih (BB00014), addresses Manuchihr Khan directly, marshalling rational, scriptural, tradi-
tional, and esoteric proofs for the prophethood of Muhammad. Together the two works form a
coordinated apologetic: the first interprets the Qur’anic Word as the divine balance amid sectarian
dispute, the second demonstrates how that Word, once recognized, also secures the prophethood
of the One Who delivered it. Read alongside one another, they form a single argument about how
revelation establishes itself—an argument that lays the conceptual groundwork the Bab will later
apply to his own claim.

The Criterion: True Balance amid Competing Certainties

Key Passages

“God has established for every truth its reality and for every matter its clear evidence,
lest anyone follow another merely due to outward forms and manifest conditions, for
true honor lies in the divine mystery and the manifestation of the light of eternality in
all aspects of the servant.” — BB00010

“Today all people claim truth and establish within themselves proof for what they claim.
Yet in reality complete proof is not in the possession of all—otherwise they would not
differ regarding the realities of the manifestations of divine verses.” — BB00010

“God’s proof in every time is conclusive for all things, and God’s command and His
words are complete. Were it not so, God would have no proof over anyone.”— BB00010

“It behooves man to make the measure of the Cause that to which the high must refer
and the low must follow, whereby forms of falsehood are distinguished from truth. And
this measure must needs be from the Creator.” — BB00010

121



Vol. 11: The Bab: Tafsir va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Isfahan, late 1846) Appendix

Context for Study

The Tafsir Suratu’l-’Asr opens with a problem that has unsettled theology and philosophy for
centuries: when every party already claims certainty, how can a sincere seeker recognize truth?
The Bab refuses two easy answers. He rejects private intuition as self-confirming, and clerical
consensus as derivative; he demands instead a divinely-given criterion—a “true balance” (mizan)
adequate to its time. The vocabulary is Qur’anic (mizan, furqan, hujjah) and draws on the Shi’i
doctrine that God supplies a conclusive proof in every age. Yet the Bab presses the point further
than received Usuli or Akhbari positions allow: he argues that even the Qur’an, taken merely as a
text, cannot adjudicate sectarian dispute, since “all sects derive proofs for their claims from it.” His
verdict implicitly criticizes a community whose disagreements rage on while each side appeals to the
same Book. The deeper claim is that scripture without its living interpreter remains a contested
artifact; the actual balance must be in the hand of a divinely commissioned bearer. Christians
who have lived through the post-Reformation crisis of sola scriptura, and modern philosophers
who debate the criterion problem after Descartes and Wittgenstein, will recognize the structural
difficulty. The Bab’s response is neither rationalist nor fideist. He grants the duty of the seeker
to investigate, while insisting that what is investigated is itself a divine gift—a balance, a sign, a
verse—rather than a private intuition tested against itself. This frames the Baha’i principle of the
independent investigation of truth as inseparable from the recognition of a Manifestation: the very
condition of independence is access to a divinely-given measure.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does the Bab mean by a “true balance from God,” and how does this measure differ
from inherited authority, scholarly consensus, or personal intuition?

2. Why does he hold that the Qur’an alone—absent a living interpreter—cannot resolve disputes
among the sects?

3. Compare the Bab’s demand for a divine criterion with Shi’i doctrines of hujjah, Catholic ap-
peals to the magisterium, Protestant sola scriptura, and modern epistemology after Descartes.

4. How might “outward forms and manifest conditions” mislead even a sincere seeker today, and
what discipline of attention could counter that drift?

5. Does a divinely-given criterion threaten human freedom of inquiry, or does it create the very
space in which such inquiry becomes possible?

The Qur’an as an Infinite Field of Meaning

Key Passages

“Every letter of the Qur’an hath manifold stations. Indeed, God hath created within a
single verse the reality of all things upon which the name of a thing hath been conferred—
signs of all things.” —
BB00010
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“For it there is an interpretation, and for every interpretation an interpretation unto
infinity with what hath no end.” — BB00010

“If the Imam desired to extract the judgments of all hidden things and manifest things,
of beginnings and endings from the letter Alif in the Qur’an, he would be able to do
so.” — BB00010

“Should all who are in the heavens and earth gather together to produce the like of that
Vav as the first letter of that word from the Qur’an, they would never succeed.”
BB00010

Context for Study

A surah of only three verses generates hundreds of pages of commentary in the Bab’s hands. He
treats each letter as a window onto cosmology and prophetology, devoting extended passages to
the Vav alone—which he reads as a sign of Universal Guardianship (walayah), of the Primal Reed,
of the throne of bounty, and of the divine “I-ness” itself. Subsequent letters open further symbolic
worlds, including the four realms (Lahut, Jabarut, Malakut, Mulk), the colors of the throne, the
names of the Imams, and the seven principles of action. This style draws on Shi’i traditions of
esoteric exegesis (ta'wil), Ja'fari letter-mysticism, and Sufi precedents such as Ibn ‘Arabi—whom
the Bab here corrects sharply, faulting his Fusus al-Hikam for blurring Lord and servant. The same
interpretive maximalism has parallels in Jewish gematria and Christian fourfold sense, where Origen,
Augustine, and the Victorines also insisted that scripture’s surface marks the threshold rather than
the limit of meaning. The Bab’s distinctive contribution lies in joining infinite interpretability with
a strict criterion: only those qualified by divine bestowal—Prophets, Imams, the future Qa’im—may
unveil the inner senses, while the outward sense remains binding upon all. The infinite is therefore
not arbitrary: it is the depth of a determinate revelation. This argument prepares the Babi case
that a new Manifestation may legitimately disclose what previous letters always contained, since
the Qur’an itself has “an interpretation, and for every interpretation an interpretation unto infinity.”

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab’s letter-by-letter reading reshape your sense of what a sacred text is, and
what it asks of a reader?

2. What safeguards keep “infinite interpretation” from collapsing into private fancy or sectarian
projection?

3. Compare the Bab’s tafsir style with the medieval Christian fourfold sense, Kabbalistic read-
ings of the Torah, or Sufi commentary in the tradition of Ibn ‘Arabi.

4. If the same Book yields contradictory readings to different sects, what role does the inter-
preter’s station play in fixing meaning?

5. What does it mean to claim that the Qur’an’s miracle is inexhaustible even at the level of a
single letter?
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Time, Loss, and the Ethics of Recognition

Key Passages

“By the declining day! Verily man is in loss, except those who believe and do good
works, and exhort one another to truth and exhort one another to steadfastness.” —
BB00010

“Among such losses is that which occurs in the station of the unity of worship, when
the servant associates aught else with the worship of his Lord. The degrees of such
association are more subtle than any can enumerate.” — BB00010

“The good deed is that deed wherein is sound the mention of the stations of unity, the
ultimate purposes of detachment, the signs of glorification, and the evidences of praise.”
— BB00010

“The wrongdoer is he who circles around his self, and the moderate one circles around
his mind, and he who is foremost in good works circles around his Lord.” — BB00010

“Whosoever is able to pray to God as He hath desired in the Book for the believers hath
indeed achieved a mighty triumph.” — BB00010

Context for Study

Surat al-’Asr is among the most compressed statements of human urgency in the Qur’an: time itself
is invoked as a witness that humanity stands in loss, except for four conditions—faith, good works,
mutual exhortation to truth, and mutual exhortation to steadfastness. The Bab’s expansion is
theological rather than merely ethical. “Loss” for him includes the metaphysical errors of associating
any partner with God, mistaking the philosopher’s “fixed archetypes” for the divine essence, or
worshipping by way of mediation rather than direct orientation to the Manifest Countenance. He
invokes the tradition that distinguishes three concentric ways of acting: the wrongdoer circles
around his own self, the moderate around his intellect, and the foremost around his Lord. The
ethical life is therefore inseparable from metaphysical orientation. A “good deed” is sound work that
bears within it the four unities—of Essence, attributes, acts, and worship; an outwardly correct deed
lacking these stations dissolves into “illusory shadow.” This reading echoes Augustine on rightly-
ordered loves, Maimonides on intention in mitzvot, and the Christian distinction between the letter
and the spirit, while remaining recognizably Shi’i in vocabulary. For students approaching the
later Babi laws, the implication is significant: legalism is rejected from within, since law without
metaphysical orientation already fails the test of Surat al-’Asr. The closing call to “exhort one
another to truth” likewise constitutes more than rhetorical encouragement; it names the social
form of recognition, in which the community itself becomes a site for mutual awakening to the
Real.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does a commentary on time turn so quickly into a meditation on proof, faith, and
metaphysical orientation?
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2. How does the Bab’s analysis of “loss” enlarge the Qur’anic warning beyond moral failure to
include subtle forms of polytheism within worship itself?

3. What makes a deed spiritually “sound” rather than merely outwardly correct, and how does
this anticipate the later Babi and Baha'i critique of religious legalism?

4. Compare the three concentric modes of action—around the self, the mind, and the Lord—with
Augustine’s ordo amoris or with Sufi accounts of fana’

5. How might “exhorting one another to truth” differ from disputation, polemic, or coercion?

The Hidden Essence and the Primal Will

Key Passages

“He hath brought the Will into being from naught before all things, by itself and for
itself, without any mention accompanying it, nor decree parallel to it, nor attribute
resembling it, nor description equaling it.” — BB00010

“Knowledge of the Eternal is impossible and unattainable, and change cannot occur in
the station of the Glorious Essence, and creation in every station has no way to reach
nearness to the Transcendent Presence... all indicate the impossibility of knowing that
Station which indicates the Essence by the Essence for the Essence.” — BB00014

“Whosoever claims to know the essence of His being has indeed followed the path of

impossibility, for this cannot be achieved even at the ultimate heights of elevation.” —
BB00014

“Whosoever claims to unify Him has enumerated Him, and whosoever enumerates Him
has divided Him, and whosoever divides Him has described Him with the attributes of
His creation.” — BB00014

Context for Study

Both works in this volume open from radical divine transcendence. God is no being among beings
and no object grasped by concept; His Essence remains forever sealed against creaturely knowing,
since knowing presupposes relation, and no relation can be predicated of the Absolute. The Bab
develops this apophatic principle into a positive metaphysics through the doctrine of the Primal
Will (mashiyyah). The Will is created by itself for itself, prior to and outside the chain of cause
and effect, and serves as the first locus through which God’s signs become readable. After it
emerge Purpose (iradah), Decree (qadar), Fate (qada), Permission (idhn), Term (ajal), and Book
(kitab)—the seven principles by which everything that exists comes to be. The schema draws on
Ja’fari Shi’i theology (especially the traditions transmitted by al-Saduq and al-Kulayni), on Ibn
Sina’s distinction between essence and existence, on Shaykhi Imami theosophy of Shaykh Ahmad
al-Ahsa’i and Sayyid Kazim Rashti, and on Plotinian emanation as transmitted through Islamic
Neoplatonism. Christians may notice strong parallels with the Logos theology of John 1 and with
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Maximus the Confessor’s account of the divine logoi; Jewish readers may recall the Lurianic doctrine
of tsimtsum and the role of the Sefirot as creative mediations of the Ein Sof. The Bab’s purpose
is irreducibly devotional: the unknowability of the Essence functions as the very condition for
genuine revelation rather than as skeptical resignation, since whatever could be grasped by reason
would already fall short of the Real. The Manifestation appears precisely where direct knowledge
is impossible, and is the only authorized site through which the unknowable speaks.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does the Bab insist so strenuously that God’s Essence cannot be known, while devoting
elaborate attention to descriptions of His acts?

2. How does the doctrine of the Primal Will preserve both divine transcendence and meaningful
revelation?

3. Compare the Bab’s account of the Will with Christian Logos theology, with Plotinus’s One
and Nous, and with Lurianic accounts of the Ein Sof and the Sefirot.

4. What spiritual dangers attend treating God as an object of definition, and what kind of
language remains appropriate to the Essence?

5. How does the seven-stage descent (mashiyyah, iradah, qadar, qada, idhn, ajal, kitab) reshape
the way one reads ordinary causation?

Specific Prophethood: Body, Name, and Time

Key Passages

“The bearer of Universal Prophethood, which is the Divine Will, hath descended by
God’s leave from the realm of its essence until it reached the station of the body, beyond
which no descent was possible.” — BB00014

“The lower can in no wise comprehend the station of the higher save through the mani-
festation of that ‘I-ness’ whereby the higher revealeth itself unto it.” —
BB00014

“God has placed all the signs of the horizons within the souls. Had God not placed the
signs of the horizons within the souls, the servant could not have discovered what lies
in the horizons.” — BB00014

“Whosoever establishes through reason the obligation of unifying the Essence, At-
tributes, Deeds and Worship, is obliged to establish the special prophethood merely
upon hearing his noble name.” — BB00014
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Context for Study

The Treatise on the Special Prophethood moves from metaphysics to the concrete particularity of a
single human being—Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah—and asks whether the proofs of prophethood can
be made conclusive. The Bab argues that universal prophethood, once granted, demands a specific
bearer; an unembodied Will would leave the creative descent incomplete. He then layers four kinds
of evidence. First, the rational argument: anything brought from non-being into existence must
descend through stages to the bodily plane, and the bearer of that descent must possess a unique
form. Second, the argument from name: the letters of “Muhammad” (mim, ha, mim, dal) them-
selves encode the four ranks of unity—of essence, attributes, acts, and worship—in such a way that
hearing the name suffices for the reasoner who already concedes God’s oneness. Third, the argu-
ment from time: the Prophet’s birth at a determinate moment (Friday at noon, the twelfth night of
the first month, in the seventh millennium) marks the equinox of the greater world; his community
needed exactly so many prior cycles of prophethood to be ready for him, just as an embryo passes
through six stages before reaching the human form. Fourth, the argument from horizon and soul:
the verse “We shall show them Our signs in the horizons and in themselves” (Q41:53) becomes
the methodological key, since the inward signs in the seeker mirror the outward signs in history
and cosmos. This style of apologetic differs sharply from Christian arguments for Christ’s divin-
ity, which typically appeal to fulfilled prophecy, the resurrection, and the moral coherence of His
teaching. The Bab presupposes the truth of monotheism and proceeds by metaphysical entailment:
given the structure of the Real, a Manifestation of this specific kind was necessary. Readers should
note how exposed and risky such an apologetic is: every detail of name, lineage, place, and time
becomes evidence, and every detail can in principle be tested. The same method, once recognized,
will later authorize the Bab’s own claim to be the bearer of new verses and a new Cause.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does the Bab argue that Universal Prophethood requires a specific embodied bearer,
and what role does the descent to “the station of the body” play in this argument?

2. How does the Bab’s use of names, dates, and bodily details as signs compare with Christian
appeals to fulfilled prophecy, miracles, or the resurrection?

3. What is gained and what is risked when every circumstance of the Prophet’s life becomes
evidence for his station?

4. Compare “horizons and souls” (Q41:53) as a methodological principle with Pascal’s “the heart
has reasons,” Augustine’s interior magister, or Aristotle’s account of demonstration.

5. How does this argument for Muhammad’s specific prophethood lay groundwork for the Bab’s
own later claim to revelation?
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The Qur’an as the Self-Evidential Miracle

Key Passages

“There is no greater proof for Muhammad’s prophethood than the Qur’an, for through
it his specific prophethood is established for both the elite and masses in all stations of
the unseen and visible realms.” — BB00014

“If all were to gather to produce the like of a single alif of the Qur’an, they would never
be able, even were they all to help one another.” — BB00014

“It is, in its unity, the greatest of God’s signs in the realm of meanings and letters, and
nothing of physical miracles equals it, for nothing in existence is more noble than the
Word.” — BB00014

“Today, whoever wishes to enter with insight into the religion of Muhammad, the Mes-
senger of God, peace be upon him and his family, and the guardianship of his chosen
ones, must enter through recognition of the Qur’an as the sign of His Beloved from the
All-Merciful, which no human can match.” — BB00014

“By whatever proof one establishes the prophethood of any prophet, by that same proof
is established the prophethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his family.” —
BB00014

Context for Study

After accumulating arguments from name, body, and time, the Bab returns to a strikingly simple
position: the supreme proof of Muhammad’s prophethood is the Qur’an itself. The doctrine of i’jaz
al-Qur’an—the inimitability of the Qur’an—was a classical theme of Islamic theology, defended in
different ways by al-Bagillani, al-Jurjani, al-Zamakhshari, and later al-Suyuti. The Bab’s account
stands in this tradition while reorienting it. He distinguishes the outward form (which Arab poets
had at times mimicked in fragments) from the underlying spiritual power that radiates from each
letter. The challenge of inimitability operates at the level of meanings, not merely meters. Anyone
may write Arabic; no one can produce a verse that, like a single alif of the Qur’an, “bestows
dominion over all things great and small.” This argument allows the Bab to make a daring move:
the proof of any prophet is the proof of Muhammad, because the same criterion (revealed word
that no creature can match) authenticates each Manifestation. Comparable claims in Christian
theology—the self-authenticating witness of the Gospel in Luther and Calvin, or Karl Barth’s
notion that the Word interprets the hearer rather than the reverse—offer instructive parallels. So
does the rabbinic teaching that Torah is its own sufficient witness. The Bab’s own future apologetic
now comes into focus: his proof of his Cause will be the verses he reveals, and the test of those
verses will mirror the test of the Qur’an. Recognition of one Manifestation, properly understood,
already commits the reader to the criterion by which all Manifestations are known.
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Questions for Reflection

1. Why does the Bab place the revealed Word above physical miracles as the supreme proof of
prophethood?

2. How does the doctrine of i’jaz al-Qur’an function in classical Islamic theology, and how does
the Bab reformulate it?

3. Compare “the Word as its own witness” with Reformed accounts of scriptura sui ipsius inter-
pres or with Barth’s theology of revelation.

4. If “by whatever proof one establishes the prophethood of any prophet, by that same proof is
established the prophethood of Muhammad,” what implications follow for the recognition of
new Manifestations?

5. What does it mean to claim that “nothing in existence is more noble than the Word”—for
one’s reading of scripture, one’s prayer, and one’s speech?

The Hidden Pillar and the Limits of Proof

Key Passages

“For below that station, nothing is possible for any created being. Whoever claims
to prove the special Prophethood in its true reality has only borne falsehood within
himself, and the limits of his own capacity apply to him.” — BB00014

“Know God through God, and the Prophet through prophethood.” — BB00014

“The three pillars that have appeared in existence are the recognition of Divine Unity,
Prophethood, and Divine Guardianship, while the hidden pillar and the light of the
unseen remain veiled due to humanity’s inability to bear them.” — BB00014

“Our Cause is difficult, most difficult. None can bear it except a near angel, a commis-
sioned prophet, or a believer whose heart God has tested for faith.” —
BB00014

“God is too exalted to be known through His creation; rather, His creation is known
through Him.” — BB00014

Context for Study

Having marshalled rational, scriptural, traditional, and esoteric arguments, the Bab closes the
Nubuvvat-i-Khassih with a startling reversal: every proof he has given is itself an admission of
inability. The reality of specific prophethood lies above the station of demonstration; the seeker
who claims to have grasped it “in its true reality” has only mistaken his own limit for the thing
itself. This apophatic move amounts to a recognition rather than a defeat: the Manifestation is
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known only through Himself, by the principle that like is known by like. The Imam’s saying “Know
God through God, and the Prophet through prophethood” becomes the controlling maxim. Even
more strikingly, the Bab introduces here the doctrine of the four-letter Greatest Name, three of
whose letters have appeared—Divine Unity (tawhid), Prophethood (nubuwwah), and Guardianship
(walayah)—while one remains hidden. The hidden pillar will be unveiled when humanity is ready; on
its first manifestation even the most advanced of the Qa’im’s three hundred and thirteen companions
are said to recoil. This is the apocalyptic margin around all of the Bab’s apologetics: the proofs
given are real, but the deepest reality always recedes one step further into mystery. Comparable
structures appear in Christian negative theology—Pseudo-Dionysius, Eckhart, John of the Cross—
and in Maimonides’s account of the via remotionis, where every affirmation about God must be
retracted as inadequate. Kant’s distinction between phenomena and noumena offers a secular
analogue, though without devotion. The Bab’s tension between elaborate argument and confessed
inadequacy will recur throughout his later writings. The discipline modeled in this volume is
therefore as much spiritual as intellectual: reason is honored, reason is exhausted, and at the limit
of reason the seeker turns toward the Manifestation as the only authorized site of the Real.

Questions for Reflection

1. How can a text be at once densely argumentative and unambiguously apophatic, and what
kind of reader is being formed by such a text?

2. What is the difference between humility before mystery and anti-intellectualism, and how
does the Bab walk this line?

3. Compare the doctrine of the hidden pillar—the fourth, concealed letter of the Greatest Name—
with Christian negative theology, Maimonides’s via remotionis, and Kant’s noumenal limit.

4. What does it mean to “know the Prophet through prophethood,” rather than through external
evidence? How is such knowledge transmitted or learned?

5. How should a reader hold together the Bab’s elaborate proofs of Muhammad’s prophethood
and his closing confession that those proofs cannot reach the reality they argue for?

The two Isfahan works in this volume converge on a single question that will animate the remainder
of the Bab’s career and the entire Baha'’i revelation that follows: how does a Manifestation of God
authenticate Himself to those who must, at the limit of their own reason, recognize Him? The Tafsir
Suratu’l-’Asr establishes the conditions—a divinely-given balance, an infinite revealed Word, an
ethic of recognition lived in time—and the Nubuvvat-i-Khassih demonstrates how those conditions
are satisfied by Muhammad, while modeling the apophatic humility that any such demonstration
must finally acknowledge. The guiding question for the whole chapter might be: If the proof of
every Prophet rests on the same criterion—a revealed Word whose like no creature
can produce, recognized by the soul whose horizons God has prepared—what does it
mean, today, to stand before the next chapter of that ongoing revelation, with reason
honored, reason exhausted, and the heart turned toward the One whose Self alone can
disclose Himself?
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