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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 121

This second 1900 volume continues the setting of Western pilgrimage and early American expan-
sion, but its distinctive emphasis is more on the intellectual and spiritual grammar by which that
community was being trained. The pilgrim notes repeatedly translate Baha’i doctrine into vivid
pedagogical images: ABU1594 answers a Western question about why belief in God’s omnipres-
ence in nature is insufficient without recognition of the Manifestation, using the image of a thirsty
traveler who must not merely infer the existence of water but find the living spring; ABU1628
similarly frames the Prophets as the “teachers” or “Masters” required for the cultivation of souls;
and ABU1910 insists that truth is self-evidencing like the sun, but that the believer’s own proof lies
in service, sacrifice, and the fragrance of deeds rather than profession alone. These notes thus show
‘Abdu’l-Baha shaping a Western apologetic that is at once simple, analogical, and philosophically
consequential.

A large portion of the volume is occupied with themes of sacrifice, regeneration, and spiritual
transformation. ABUO0313, “The Mystery of Sacrifice,” is one of the central items: it presents
sacrifice not merely as suffering but as the Manifestation’s effacement of personal condition in
order to transmit divine bounty to creation, and then extends that pattern to the believer’s own
path of self-renunciation. ABU2423 develops this into the arresting notion of “living martyrdom,”
distinguishing the momentary death of the martyr from the prolonged sacrifice of those who serve,
endure affliction, and labor for the regeneration of souls. ABU2406 and ABU0407 treat the “new
birth” as the emergence of divine attributes in the human soul, while ABU0333 elaborates the
double existence of man—material and spiritual-—through biblical, Qur’anic, and natural imagery.
ABU0370 and ABU0584 are also noteworthy for their treatment of heaven, hell, reward, punishment,
and posthumous progress, returning to the womb-world analogy but using it to explore the spiritual
consequences of belief, blindness, mercy, and divine power.

The volume is also rich in interpretive and comparative-religious material. ABU0320 offers a lesson
on the Kitab-i-Jqan, stressing purity of heart as the condition for recognizing the Manifestation
and reading prophecy correctly; ABU0525 treats return and renewal through the analogy of the
spring and the rose, explaining that “return” signifies the recurrence of attributes rather than
the reappearance of an identical personality. AB00940 is especially valuable for its treatment of
Qur’anic prophetology: in response to a question about why Mahabad and Zoroaster are not named
explicitly in the Qur’an, it distinguishes the Manifestations’ station of unity from their station of
distinction and identifies the “Companions of Rass” with the region of the Aras, thereby alluding
to Zoroastrian prophetic history. ABUQ0715, addressed to Mrs. Thornburg Cropper, affirms the
divine origin of the religions, the value of sincerity, the continuing affection between souls after
death, and the possibility of unbroken progress in the next world.
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Finally, the volume gives a vivid picture of the practical machinery of the Faith’s westward ex-
pansion. ABU2864 marks the arrival of ‘Ali-Kuli Khan as a providentially prepared translator for
the English-speaking world, explicitly linking his linguistic gifts to the need to render Baha’u’llah’s
writings and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters for America and the West. AB00127, addressed to Mirza Hasan
Khurasani, is a major Covenant document in the context of the Kheiralla crisis: it praises sacrifi-
cial teaching, identifies the defense of the Covenant as a spiritual campaign waged with utterance,
knowledge, proof, and peace, and counsels firmness without harshness. ABU1730 and AB10791 re-
inforce the same point through the image of the Covenant as an unconquerable sun and as a written
testament even more explicit than Christ’s words to Peter. In this respect, volume 121 comple-
ments volume 120: where the earlier volume often records the tender formation of a young Western
community, this one shows ‘Abdu’l-Baha giving that community its deeper doctrinal vocabulary,
its hermeneutical method, and its first cadre of translators, defenders, and “living martyrs.”
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PPrtlon ‘af i_Iotés Taken by a. P:ngriu} to the Master's Presence 1n 1900.
BU03 1 3 S 8 The Master's Utterances.
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The Mystery of Sacrifice

“There are many meanings for these words. Every one of the
friends of God has two stations one of the station of mankind
and the other of spirituality.

“The spiritual station is unseen; while the material station, that
is, the personal station, is seen. It is like the horizon and the
sun of Truth shins forth from the Horizon, and now the Sun of
Truth has shown forth with perfection from the Horizon. We
call these effulgences the Shooting Bounties.

“The Horizon receives Divine Protection through the out-
pouring of that Bounty and the bounties which the Horizon
receives from the Unseen Light it in turn gives to mankind
and to creation. The station by which the Horizon gives
those Bounties which He has taken from the Sun of Truth to
mankind, the station of giving those Bounties to mankind is
called the Station of sacrifice.

“I will give you an example by which to distinguish between
the Giver of Bounties and mankind. Take the grain which you
put in the earth; when the seed wants to be changed into a
tree of course it sacrifices all of itself to the tree in order that
it may be produced. Jesus Christ said “I have given my life in
order that you may live.”

“When Jesus Christ came into the world He gave all His Boun-
ties to mankind in order that they might see their own bounties
therein; and this was the way in which He sacrificed His life to
the world.

“When we want to know and judge whether a matter is com-
plete in this world we must judge between its apparent grace
and its inward grace. If we find these graces equal to each
other, we will know that this result has been accomplished.
What a man lives in his heart, he must in appearance live. If
he lives something in his heart and does not show it in his life,
then we will judge that his life not complete.
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“It is the same with the Cause of God. If we would know
whether this Cause is complete and in full perfect order, we
must see whether all its condition or graces are complete and
consistent. All Divine Manifestations give up all personal con-
dition, considerations and graces in the Cause of God to such
an extent that there is nothing judged of their personality; that
is, they sacrifice their personality entirely in the world.

“Their life is only the life of God; their thought is what is
thought of God; and their grades are those chosen by God.
They have nothing; they sacrifice everything in the way of
God. They suffer every sort of calamity and affliction in this
world—that is, the afflictions and calamities besides those en-
dured spiritually, in order to shoe that the spiritual agrees
with the material in consecration and sacrifice. They sacrifice
spiritually in the way of God and so they sacrifice all apparent
and outward conditions in order to show the perfection and
completeness of the Truth of their Manifestation. This is the
station of simple radiance which shines forth and makes them
separate from all worldly things and leads them into such a
condition that while they are walking on the earth yet they
are travelling in the supreme Horizon, they close their eyes
to their ease and everything else and hasten with all joy and
fragrance to martyrdom in the Cause of God.

“As long as one has not taken a portion of the Mystery of
Sacrifice it is impossible for him to attain the Kingdom of God.
So long as you do not have the cup free from every sort of liquor,
it is impossible that you put good and pure water therein.

“My most earnest hope is that in the service of God I may
attain such a station in order to put those in the Way of God
that they may attain the grace of self-sacrifice and wholly for-
get their own personality and their age. So long as the surface
of a mirror is not clean from rust and dust, the radiance and
effulgence of the sun can never be printed upon it.

“The more the body is enlightened the sooner it ascends. Those
who looked at the material body of Christ and saw Him endur-
ing all the hardships and trials marveled that He was the mes-
siah. As they were looking at His body they failed to see the
light shining with in it; but those were looking and believing
in Him saw.

“We must not look at the lantern, but at the light of the candle
inside. We must not look at the worldly conditions, but at the
Truth in it—the Divine Truth—because if we look only at the
outward man how can we distinguish him from the animal for
we find them both eating and drinking and doing the same
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things but when we give attention to the Spirit in man, we
find it far different.

“When you look at the water salty and sweet, you cannot tell
the difference only when you taste the water can you distin-
guish. Tasting the cup of martyrdom is one of the tests of
God. This is why Jesus told all people to supplicate and be-
seech God that He might not let them fail in these tests. He
who knows nothing of the wind when he sees the trees shake,
knows not that it is the wind which causes them to shake. Now
if one is not shaken by a breeze from the garden of God, it is not
possible for him to be in joy and gladness under the conditions
of suffering, sacrifice and martyrdom.

“The magnet attracts iron, and as you approach the Kingdom
of God you will be attracted by the things of the Kingdom.
Worldly people are not of the kind to be affected by the magnet.

BSC.496 #958, SW_v07#12 p.116x, PN_1900 p002, PN_1900 p057,
PN__unsorted p143

ABU1594

Words to an American spoken in 1900, relayed by Ali-Kuli Khan

Many who wrote or visited ‘Abdu’l-Baha would ask this ques-
tion: God being omnipresent, why would it not be enough to
concentrate on His presence in the natural world, rather than
to believe in a man, a Prophet, claiming to be the intermediary
between man and God? As, for example, Jesus claimed, when
He said, “I am the way... no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.” As His Tablets and addresses show, the Master gave
many answers to this question.

When Khan was in the Holy Land, ‘Abdu’l-Baha made this re-
ply to an American inquirer: There was once an Arab traveler
who had lost his way in the desert. He was dying of thirst and,
humbly, he begged God for water. Suddenly on the far hori-
zon he saw an oasis with waving trees, and he knew that there
could be no trees and greenery unless water was present too.
When he had somehow dragged himself across the sands and
reached the oasis, how did he go about quenching his thirst?
Was his conviction enough for him, that growing things meant
water? Or did he search avidly for a source, a crack in a rock
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or an opening in the earth where water could get through and
he could drink and live?

Believing that God is present in nature has never been enough.
This belief has never founded, and could never found, a civiliza-
tion. But belief in God’s Chosen Ones, His Prophets, through
Whom come the living waters of His revelation, has created
structures in the life of man that the revolution of many ages
and cycles could not destroy, and brought him holy light that
time could never dim.

SUR.142

ABU1628

Words spoken in 1900 in Akka

Instructions from Abdul Baha - given to some American pil-
grims to Acca in 1900 for first teachings.

Every material thing we see around us represents some spiritual
idea. As there is and outward, material reality, so there is
also an inward, spiritual reality. Take for example, the sun.
There is a material sun, and there is also a spiritual sun. As
the physical sun rises and sets, so also does the spiritual sun.
When the sun rises the darkness vanishes. So, also, when the
Sun of Truth arises, all errors and ignorance disappears. As
everything in the world depends entirely upon the material sun
for life and growth, and for producing fruit, for without its rays
no fruit would be possible, so, also, without the Light of the
Spiritual Sun, souls can produce no fruit. But where it shines,
fruits follow in due season. Unless we dig and plant a piece
of ground, and have a gardener to care for the plants, we can
have no garden; we shall have no beautiful flowers or plants,
but there will be wild forest instead. So, also, with children,
unless they have some one to rear them and care for them and
cultivate their minds, they would become like wild animals.

Everything in the world must have something or someone to
care for it to enable it to live and grow. As the children need
a teacher, so also, the souls need a Master. Who are these
Masters who train the souls in spiritual knowledge?

They are the Prophets, who teach in the school of GOD, and
they are the greatest and highest of all teachers and instructors.
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D.W.G.

PTIM.062, BSTW#201

ABU1730

Words spoken in 1900 in Akka

Abdul-Baha said that he had seen the faces of the American
believers and he was very glad—for their faces were radiant with
the light of the Covenant of God, for the faces of those who
violated the Covenant of God would appear veiled in darkness.

The Covenant of God is like the sun—the brilliance and light
of the Covenant radiates and shines forth from the faces of
those who are firm in it. He said: “I pray to the Blessed
Perfection that he will so turn their faces to the Covenant,
that all America may be enlightened by the brightness of their
light”... The radiance of this Sun (the Covenant) has been
felt from here to America, and notwithstanding all this, the
violators desire to quench the light of the Covenant of God.
They wish to extinguish this light, but they do not know that
the light of God’s Covenant is kindled and comes from the
presence of God, and though it were surrounded by all the
winds of the earth, they could not prevail to blow it out.

The existent contingent world was shaken by the Covenant of
God, and yet they wish to remove it by their most weak power.
It is as if a handful of earth should endeavor to stop the waves
of the ocean. It is like a mote trying to stop the rays of the
sun from reaching the earth.

(Words of Abdul-Baha: Extract from Prayers, Tablets, Instruc-
tions and Miscellany, gathered by some American visitors to
Abdul-Baha in 1900.)

SW_ v08#16 p.215, PTIM.034
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Words to Ali-Kuli Khan spoken in 1900

‘Abdu’l-Baha would quote the words of ‘Ali, First Imam and
Guardian (Vali), successor of the Prophet Muhammad. Asked
‘What is truth?’, ‘Ali replied, ‘When the True One is made
manifest, His signs and verses are His evidence, His presence
is His proof’

‘Abdu’l-Baha would go on to say that every morning when
the sun comes up, it does not first send out a herald to wake
up the townspeople and tell them to rise and go to work. It
needs no herald; it is its own proof. They see the light and
they rise. In the same way a believer cannot prove he is of the
faithful simply by announcing himself to be a Baha’i. Only
by serving and sacrificing, and by dedication to the needs of
others whether they are Baha’is or not, can a Baha’i prove that
he is of the people of Baha.

‘Abdu’l-Baha would also use another way of stating this. He
would tell of a man who appeared among the townspeople and
announced that he had just returned from a garden of roses.
There was no smell of roses about him, however, and the people
were not convinced. Then another man came to them, with a
rose in his hand, and its fragrance all about him, and the people
needed no words to tell them he had been in the garden.

SUR.141

AB07044

To: E A Rogers, in Saint Peter, MN
Date: 1900

O thou who art advancing toward God!

Verily, I am informed of the text of thy letter, which contained
how thou art confessing the Kingdom of God and art attracted
by the Love of Baha, in those regions. Thank God, for that
He hath made thee of the “Chosen Ones,” not of those who
were only “called”; hath assigned thee to the knowledge of
His Manifest Beauty, during the Great Century; hath guided
thee to the right Way; hath exhilarated thee from the Cup
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which is overflowing with he choice Wine of the Love of God;
hath dilated thy breast with the light of knowledge of God;
hath favored thee with His Gifts; and hath attracted thee from
this world through the Magnet of the Kingdom. Therefore,
speak eloquently the praise of God, for this Greatest Gift and
excellent favor.

May Greetings and praise be upon theel!

MAB.042, ECN.747

ABO07734

To: Charles Ioas
Date: 1900

O thou who art turning unto God! I was delighted to read
thy letter which spoke of thy acknowledgment of the oneness
of God and thy recognition of the manifestation of the King-
dom of God. This is a matter through which thy face will be
illumined in the Supreme Concourse and thy countenance will
shine forth among all peoples.

Know thou the value of this bestowal whose lights have shed
their radiance upon all regions and which betokeneth attrac-
tion to the Most Glorious Concourse. Be thou steadfast in
this Cause and thou shalt find thyself in an exalted station,
beneath whose shadow resteth the whole earth.

For this is the bestowal which was mentioned in the Gospel
in glorious melodies. How wonderful is this bounty in this
Day wherein the mention of Truth hath spread and circulated
throughout all regions! And upon thee be glory.

SW__v094#06 p.078-079
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Words spoken in 1900 in Akka

The sacred books of all nations speak of the possibility of the
new birth of man. What does this mean?

A child in the matrix of its mother is in utter darkness. When
it is born into the world it comes into the light. While in the
matrix it cannot understand the uses of its faculties; but when
it comes into the phenomenal world then the uses of hearing,
speech, sight, etc., are understood. So when we leave here and
go into the Kingdom of the Unseen we will know the uses of the
bounties of God given to us in this world. Here we are prepared,
and given faculties which are for use in that world. The new
birth is realized in this world when we become characterized
with the characteristics of God, when His name and attributes
become our name and attributes.

SW_ v14#01 p.010

AB10791

To: Unknown, in Palestine
Date: 1900

Jesus Christ said only a few words to Peter, telling him that
upon that rock he would build his church. He left no written
instruction or will, and yet because it was the Word of God, it
took root, and millions have obeyed it.

And now, when the Covenant has been written and established,
how can any one be foolish enough to imagine that they can
resist it? No, the ensign of the Covenant has reached to the
supreme heights, and its authority will be spread over all the
earth.

SW__v08#17 p.221, PTIM.057
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Words to Ali-Kuli Khan spoken in 1900

Marhaba! Marhaba! (Welcome, welcome), Jinab-i-Khan. You
have suffered much on your wanderings, but welcome! Praise
be to God, you have reached here in safety.

The Blessed Perfection, Baha’u’llah, has promised to raise up
souls who would hasten to the service of the Covenant, and
would assist me in spreading His Faith. His Cause has now
reached America and many in the Western world are being at-
tracted to His Teachings. You, with your knowledge of English,
are one of those souls promised me by Baha'u’llah. You have
come to assist me by translating His Sacred Writings as well
as my letters to the friends in America and elsewhere in the
West...

Go, and eat this candy. Rest assured, the Blessed Perfection
will enable you to translate the Arabic into English. Rest as-
sured that as time goes on you will be assisted to translate
from the Arabic much more easily than from the Persian.

SUR.109

ABU2423

Words to Ali-Kuli Khan spoken in 1900

While suffering death on the pathway of God is the highest
attainment, still, that dying which continues on throughout life,
giving lift to other souls, is the station of ‘living martyrdom’.
The death of a martyr means the immediate end to all his
afflictions and tests: martyrdom is the easiest way to enter the
Kingdom of Heaven.

But those who rise up to serve the Cause, to bear afflictions and
undergo tribulations and trials in order to draw souls into the
holy Faith - those are living martyrs, their labor goes on and
on, and their noble work, the regeneration of all humankind,
will win them the highest of rewards, for ever and ever.
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My prayer for you [the Master said in Persian, for thee] is that
you will reach that goal, the goal of the living martyrs.

SUR.134

ABU3092

Words to Ali-Kuli Khan spoken in 1900

There was once a blacksmith in Iran, and to keep his fire going
and get the iron red hot so it could be hammered into shape
on the anvil, he had a boy apprentice to blow and blow the
bellows. Finally the boy, half dead from toil, cried out, “I am
dying! I am dying!” And the blacksmith shouted back, “Die
and blow the bellows! Die and blow! Die and blow!”

SUR.127

ABU3628

Words to Ali-Kuli Khan spoken in 1900

Sometimes material food confers spiritual sustenance and
strength.

SUR.136

ABU2015

Words to Kathryn Rogers(?) spoken in 1900 in Akka

Every element in the creation of GOD exemplifies the beauty
and harmony of living, not for ourselves, but for others. The
sun spreads its warmth and light; the clouds send down their
showers; the earth gives up her treasures; the trees produce
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their fruits and the flowers their beauty and fragrance, not for
themselves, but for others.

The blessings of GOD were bestowed upon us, not for our own
selfish gratification, but that we should make use of them for
the benefit of others.

It was not given to every star in the heavens to be the first
magnitude, but it was given to each star to shine in the position
assigned to it, no matter what might be its size or importance.

So, not any one of us can do everything, but everyone can do
something to cheer, comfort or to encourage someone who is
struggling along the pathway of life.

And when the gates of eternity close behind us, if but one of
those who went on the other side can thank GOD for even a
single act or word of ours, we shall not have lived in vain.

PN__unsorted p057

AB00127

To: Hasan Khurasani, in United States
Date: 1900 ca.

O my God! I draw near unto Thee through souls in whose
hearts the fire of Thy love is kindled, whose tears flow in their
separation from Thee, whose patience is exhausted in their
yearning for Thy Kingdom, who have detached themselves
from all else save Thee, who supplicate and beseech at the gate
of Thy oneness. Their hearts are sanctified from every men-
tion save Thy mention, their spirits purified from attraction to
aught but Thee, for Thou, O my God, hast caused them to en-
ter the fountain of sanctity and cleansed them with waters sent
down from the heaven of detachment. Thus their consciences
are purified, their inner secrets cleansed, their vision enlight-
ened, and they have tasted the sweetness of severance in the
path of Thy love and experienced the delight of sincerity. They
have become like an impregnable edifice, forsaking all affairs of
the earthly kingdom and the mortal realm. They have turned
their faces wholly toward Thee, sacrificed themselves in Thy
Cause, and hastened to distant lands and remote regions to
promote Thy Faith, teach Thy remembrance, and encourage
orientation toward Thee. They have borne every hardship and
affliction, and endured every toil and suffering in this path.
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Among them is this servant who left his family and wealth, bid
farewell to his profit and comfort, forgot his glory and high sta-
tion, and turned away from all worldly affairs. He withdrew
from all that Thou hadst bestowed upon him through Thy
grace from the lower kingdom, traversed the seas, crossed the
deserts, and wandered through lands until he reached the righ-
teous in vast territories. He called out Thy Name, summoned
to Thy Cause, raised Thy remembrance, cried out with the cry
of those enkindled with the fire of Thy love, and called forth
with the call of those yearning for the kingdom of Thy oneness.
He recited the verses of Thy radiance and raised the banner
of Thy Covenant. He communed with Thee in his heart with
prayers that would melt the hardest rock, saying in the depths
of his soul: “Lord, Lord! I am weak; strengthen my back with
Thy power. I am sick; heal me with Thy antidote. I am be-
wildered; guide me to that which will spread Thy fragrances.
O Lord! I am thirsty; give me to drink from the cup of life
from the spring of Thy favor. I am naked; clothe me with the
robes of Thy mercy. I am poor; enrich me with the wealth of
Thy Kingdom. I am destitute; open unto me the treasures of
Thy divine realm. My God, my God! My stillness and my mo-
tion, my life and my death, my hardship and my comfort, my
poverty and my wealth, my silence and my cry are for Thee, O
All-Merciful, O All-Compassionate, and in Thy Cause, O my
Generous Lord!

O Lord! Accept from me this scanty merchandise and stagnant
goods which have no market save through Thy mercy, grace,
bounty and favor. Aid me with the hosts of the Supreme Con-
course and equip me with the armies of Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom that I may disperse in battle and wound deeply in
combat with the sword of utterance, the arrows of knowledge,
and the power of proof. This is the warfare that Thou hast
ordained, O my God, for Thy loved ones and commanded Thy
chosen ones, whereby the spirit was sacrificed for the dead
and the decomposed bones were brought to life. Praise be
unto Thee for this, as Thou hast raised the banner of universal
peace and commanded peace and reconciliation as the best of
weapons. This is a warfare whereby the countenance of those
near unto Thee becomes illumined, the breasts of the sincere
ones are dilated, and the hearts of the firm and steadfast ones
are attracted. Verily, Thou art the Generous, Thou art the
Mighty, Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.”
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O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Raise both hands in
thanksgiving to the court of the Self-Sufficient Lord and begin
this prayer...

O magnanimous Lord! Thou hast caused this sinful servant
to become detached from the world and all who dwell therein,
and made him independent of kith and kin, until, having shut
mine eyes to all else, I tasted the honey of severance and drank
the cup of sanctification. I became a stranger to all save Thee,
and made myself ready for every hardship and trial. I took to
the sea and hastened to the desert that I might be confirmed
in raising the call and become successful in offering the cup
of fidelity. After the supreme effacement, I strive to fulfill the
requirements of servitude, never forgetting Thy favors and ever
calling to mind Thy grace and bounty. O Lord! Strengthen my
heart, make firm my resolve, grant me success in faithfulness,
and confirm me in servitude at the Most Holy and Exalted
Threshold. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, and Thou art
the All-Loving God.

i O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! The time has come

for thee to arise in supreme servitude and engage in service to
the most mighty, most exalted Cause. Call to mind the grace
and bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty and arise to do what
is fitting and proper. Praise be to God that thou hast has-
tened to that land, raised aloft the standard of the Covenant,
charged against the hosts of passion, and recognized the value
of this supreme gift. This news has brought the utmost joy
to the friends, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with complete humility and
self-effacement, offers prayers at the Divine Threshold, seeking
confirmation and beseeching assistance. Rest assured that this
prayer will be accepted at the Most Glorious Threshold, and
the signs of its acceptance will become evident as the light of
the sun. Be confident and certain that the breezes of divine
confirmation are wafting, the light of hope is dawning, and
heavenly assistance is arriving, for thou hast completely sac-
rificed thyself and forsaken every comfort, blessing, joy, and
gladness, following the path of the apostles who, in the path
of God, abandoned every realm, freed themselves from every
thought, and sacrificed their all. Thus do their sanctified lights
still shine brilliantly from the horizon of divine unity, and their
holy fragrances continue to perfume all nostrils to this day. We
beseech God to grant us success in this.

For now, thou hast stepped into this arena and made thy moves,
cast thy ball and wielded thy polo stick; let us see what we shall
do. Pray that ‘Abdu’l-Baha may become wholly sanctified
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Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

A LESSON ON KITAB-EL-IGHAN

God has created all things in such a manner that they have
always two conditions - the condition of perfection and the
condition of imperfection. The flower blooms; this is perfection
- it fades; this is imperfection.

Everything and every created being must have a guardian or
cultivator to assist in making the change from one condition to
the other. The flower requires the gardener. To change water
into wine there must be someone to assist in the matter.

In the life of a tree the sun is the first cause of its growth and
development, but it also needs the care of a man, though the
sun itself is a real gardener.

Man’s guardian is God, but to assist man, God provides for
him a Prophet. All nations and people are anxiously waiting
an appearance of a Prophet. They wish Him to come, but
when He does so, they do not recognize Him.

This Book explains the reason of this. The Blessed Perfection
said that everyone who wishes to know God and to recognize
His Prophets, must empty his heart, cleanse it of all evil and
worldly things, make it a clear mirror so that the Light of God
can fall clearly upon it, reflecting a perfect image, and so also
that the love of God can fill it.

Man must forget everything, cleanse his heart from all worldly
things, so that he has no care for anything in this world; he
must put aside all his own prejudices and be a clear, clean
mirror upon which the Sun of Truth can shine.
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When the real Sun of Truth appears, a pure heart will know
Him. But nearly all wish to judge of the Prophecies of God
according to their own preconceived ideas and in this way they
will never understand them. The Jews, the Mohammedans,
the Christians are all waiting for a Promised One, but when
He appears, they do not know Him. The learned men among
the Persians always use a prayer that the Mahdi will come in
their days, but when the Bab came, they didn’t know Him.
Their hearts were not pure, their own ideas dulled the mirror
which ought to have been clear from all prejudices. The pure
in heart always know Him. (Genoboradeen knew the Bab at
once.)

It is thirty-two years since the Blessed Perfection was exiled
to Acca. Many here have acknowledged Him to be the best
man who ever lived. The clergymen here say that no one since
Jesus Christ ever explained the Gospels as does our Lord, but
yet they do not believe in Him. All Palestine knows His great-
ness, but they do not and cannot see that He is the True One.
Learned men who visit Him are anxious to know the Truth, but
they bring proofs from the Bible which they do not understand
and their hearts are not pure enough to recognize Him. Just as
it was with the Jews, their hearts were not pure, and as their
Bible proofs didn’t seem to agree with the teachings of Jesus
Christ, they rejected Him. In the Prophecies it is prophesied
that Jesus Christ will come with a rod of iron, and will break
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

“The Lion and the Lamb shall lie down together.” The Jews
expected this to be literally interpreted and as it was not, they
could not accept Him. Had they purified their hearts through
Love, they would have known Him and He would have ex-
plained their scriptures to them. His Disciples cared only for
the Truth, and when they sought it, they found Jesus Christ;
that He was the True One. The Word s like a two-edged sword
- it cuts clean between Truth and falsehood. If people will read
the sacred Books with an earnest and pure love for the Truth,
they will find it, and will be enabled to show it to others.

St. Barbara and Kurraty’l-Ayn had pure hearts and they know
the Truth.

And when Kurratu’l-Ayn had spoken very wisely, though her
father was not a believer and was greatly opposed to her, he
said that he wished his sons had all been daughters and wise
like Kurratu’l-Ayn.

The grandfather of the present Shah sent Acziya-Yayah-
Darabis to the Bab to inquire about His teachings. He
accepted them and immediately searched for his own father
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to impart to him the good news and four hundred people
believed at once. He did this before returning to the Shah.

An unbeliever in the time of Jesus Christ once said that Jesus
Christ was an ignorant man; that He did not know geography
for He thought He could see all the world from the top of
a mountain. If he had had this explained to him, he would,
probably, have believed in Jesus Christ.

Christ appeared in a human form - body. The human body
has two conditions - an earthly and a spiritual one. There
are always two roads, a worldly and an unworldly one; one
of light and one of darkness; one of ignorance, the other of
knowledge; one a spiritual and one an earthly. Christ had two
natures; the human and the Divine; the satan side and the
spiritual side. These two opposite natures stood on the top of
the mountain (mountain-top means lofty station). The Satan
or earthly nature showed to the Divine Nature all the worldly
riches and joys, urging the Divine Nature to take and enjoy
them (for Christ, of course, would have been a material king,
the greatest the world ever saw). Then the Divine Nature
triumphed and showed forth all the great spiritual gifts of the
Kingdom of God which that Nature preferred to all else. Our
Lord asked Miss R., a church missionary who came to read the
Bible to Minerva Khanum, who was ill, “Why do you read the
Bible; you don’t understand it? Do you know the meaning of
the above parable?” She replied “No” - but got up and left
before our Lord had explained it.

PN__1900_ heh p061

ABUO0333

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka
Question/topic: [explanation of John 5:22-27]

DOUBLE EXISTENCE OF MAN.
(Material and Spiritual)

It is recorded in the Book of Genesis - “let us create man after
our own image,” and in the Gospel, it is written - “whosoever
is born of the flesh is flesh, and whosoever is born of the Spirit
is Spirit.” Also in the Koran - “let us quicken them with a pure
life”, and in the traditions, it is said that God has created man
in darkness and then poured a light out upon him and all to
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whom that Light is given will be quickened. By all these state-
ments, the same thing is meant. From them it is understood
that man hast two lives, the material and the Spiritual. As to
the bodily life, man shares it with the animals; his powers and
feelings are the same, and for this reason, in this state, man is
called dead. Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their dead”, and
man in this state, is in darkness.

As to the spiritual state of life, it is heavenly, divine and
supreme, and of this condition of man it is said in the Koran,
“Let us quicken him by a pure life and spirit.” This spiritual
existence which is quickened by the guidance of God is the
Light of Guidance. For illustration, consider the Sun in the
Heavens. It shines forth to all created beings and all things
we see in this world have grown by the light and heat of this
Sun and nothing would grow in this phenomenal world if these
powers should cease.

As the material life is conditional upon the Sun (the material
sun) so the spiritual growth is conditional upon the Light of
the Sun of Truth.

As the material things are made manifest through the splendor
of the material sun, so the things in the spiritual world are
made manifest and discovered through the Light of the Sun of
Truth, i.e. if Prophets were not sent and apostles not raised to
show the Path of God, and if books were not written to portray
the laws of God, no one could understand or know God. As is
said in the Koran, “we found the earth to be dry and withered,
then we caused water to descend upon it to give it life and
when this water began to fall, then it (the earth) was covered
with all vegetation and growth.” By all this is meant that the
ground of the human heart was heedless of the Bounty of God
and nothing grew therein.

We say the evil of the heart is like barren soil before being
watered by the showers, and these showers are the Bounties of
God, which falling upon the soil cause the fruits to appear and
the greatest growth to become manifest. The four seasons are
caused by the reflection of the sun upon this sphere. As by the
Light of the Sun upon the earth, the seasons are formed, so in
the same way the Spiritual Sun makes seasons.

As to the seasons formed by the Sun of Truth, the appearance
of a Prophet is the Spring season.

The material sun causes changes in the Earth. For instance,
at the Equator, it is very hot, too hot for much growth; but
in the temperate zones, it is quite different. There are many
trees, flowers, etc. So likewise with the Sun of Truth - all things
change in the existence of man. When the Prophets, who are
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the splendor of the Sun of Truth, appear, the darkness of error
is changed into the Light of Guidance.

With the appearance of every Prophet, we see the people at-
tain perfection and knowledge and become characterized into
Divine Characteristics; their evil thoughts change into good
reflections and meditations.

Consider the Israelites - before the appearance of Moses, they
were in a bad condition and were under the sway of the people
of Pharaoh, that is, in great darkness and ignorance. Then
God sent Moses unto them who called them out of that dark-
ness and guided them into the Light of God, and disclosed
His mysteries and diffused the knowledge of God among them
and revealed unto them the wisdom of God, till at last that
despised and ignorant nation of Israelites, who were blind and
dead to the Truth and had paid no attention to the revelation
of God, were entirely changed. Their bad qualities became
divine characteristics through the guidance of Moses.

So through His teachings, that ignorant nation became in all
respects, materially and spiritually, greatly improved. They
grew civilized, enlightened with divine Knowledge, so that they
reached a very high condition of success, and prosperity. They
became so perfect that their knowledge and understanding
were recognized throughout the world.

In the days of Jesus Christ, the Syrians were (before His
Prophethood) as the Jews had been in Pharaoh’s time. But
Christ’s teachings again changed everything. All the regions
were in a veil of darkness and ignorance, but when the Sun
of Jesus shone forth from the horizon of the Unseen World,
then all things were changed from ignorance to knowledge;
from darkness to light through His instrumentality. But a few
centuries after His Appearance, great darkness began again
to reign - people were following their own ideas and straying
away from the Light into gloom and darkness and confusion,
until by the Mercy of God, the Sun of Mahomet shone forth
from the horizon of Might and Glory.

Of the people of the earth, the inhabitants of Arabia were in
the greatest ignorance and darkness and were following every
wind that blew. They were so degraded that it was a com-
mon practice among them to bury their children alive. But
all changed for them when Mahomet appeared amongst them
and they ascended from the lowest condition to a very high
one. The Caliph Omar, before his acceptance of the Faith,
buried his daughter alive, but afterwards, he ruled over vast
territories and was highly enlightened and respected.

PN__1900_heh p051, PN__1900 p097
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Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

PUNISHMENT AND REWARD
Hell signifies punishment and the Kingdom signifies reward.

In Koran, the only thing said about heaven and hell is where it
speaks of Paradise as a beautiful garden with fine trees, flowers,
fruits, etc., and hell as a fire and a hollow well.

Heaven and hell have been misunderstood until the Blessed
Perfection explained the true meaning which is difficult to un-
derstand.

There are two kinds of Eden—one of this world, and one in the
world to come. Hell has also two conditions, one here and one
in the world to come. As to the heaven of this world, it is
the knowledge of God and the Love of Him and the Highest
characteristics that man can possibly have, because everything
reaches Paradise when it attains perfection—for example, an
orange when it attains maturity and complete ripeness, we
say it has attained perfection or paradise. Look at man when
he attains maturity, we can say materially he has attained
paradise, for perfection means paradise. When man attains
the Knowledge of God and abides in His Shadow, he will then
be endowed with all the good qualities of mankind and we can
say he has reached paradise.

And in the opposite case, if someone continues to remain in his
imperfection, he is in the greatest material hell.

Take two men—one is endowed with all the divine and good
qualities and the other has none of these. We can say one is
in heaven and the other in hell-one is good, true, loyal, good-
hearted, patient, learned—the other is ignorant, a liar, a robber,
an oppressor, a tyrant—heedless, unable to understand: in a
word, he has all the worst qualities.

How can we judge between these two men? We will say one is
in Heaven, and one is in Hell-this then is the explanation of
earthly heaven and hell.

After leaving this world, there is also hell and paradise. No
one can understand this hell and heaven except through his
innate consciousness, and to explain this, we must speak in
parable as did Jesus Christ, for while we are in this world, it is
impossible to know and understand what is in the next world.
Is it possible for a child while in the womb of its mother to
comprehend anything of this world? Were someone to say to
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the child in the womb—“Why do you stay here? Come out and
you will be in another world which has beautiful gardens, trees,
etc” Would the child be able to realize this? And if it were
said to the child in the womb of its mother, “O little child,
God has given you sight, and hearing. You cannot use them
here, but when you go unto the next world, you will realize
their use”-would the child understand and believe? But when
the child leaves the womb and looks about him, sees, hears,
tastes, smells, and can use all the powers given him while in
his mother’s womb, then he will explain, “ O this is such a
wonderful and beautiful world, I never thought to comprehend
while in the narrow space of my mother’s womb!” And so it
will be with us in the next world. Now we are only believing in
God, but we cannot realize the great blessing of this until we
get into that condition. As to the child who was blind and deaf
in the womb, until he reaches this world, he does not realize
his own imperfections. So with those who refuse the Truth
here—they will realize how imperfect they are only when they
attain the next world where the use of belief is employed. It
is known that when we pass from this world to the other, that
every good thing or delight or every bad thing will be the result
of actions here. It is said by the Bab that Hell is prepared for
man through his lack of belief in God, and Paradise is prepared
by belief in God. For example—punishment and torment for an
unbeliever is a well and that which makes a man fall into it is
blindness. He cannot see the way so the greatest punishment is
blindness. In the same way, if unbelievers were not veiled from
the Beauty of God, they would not be so afflicted. Paradise is
knowledge and Hell is unbelief. The best Bounty is perception
and the worst Calamity is blindness.

Now, the only thing left unexplained is how we shall be able
to feel these things when we have no body.

God has shown to us a Spiritual Paradise and Hell in this
world.

When one has nothing in this world and is sick and poor, we call
this a material and visible punishment - but when one has all
the material things needed and also good health, and suddenly
loses a dear child or some other dire calamity befalls him, we
call this a spiritual calamity or punishment: for materially,
they are in good condition, while in spirit are tormented.

As to the material and spiritual Paradise in this world—-suppose
someone is ill and good tidings are brought to him, he will at
once become happy, and this is like the material Eden, which
is material happiness. A man appears to be happy because he
has all the outward signs.
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The material Eden and the material punishment are signs that
foreshadow in the next world the spiritual punishment or Hell,
and Spiritual Reward or Heaven.

PN_1900_heh p043, PN_ 1900 p047, PN_ 1900 p111

ABUO0407

Words to Thornton Chase spoken around 1900 in Akka

THE NEW BIRTH.

It is said in the Gospels that “ye will know them by their fruits”
and the Koran says that good deeds are a necessary condition
for a true belief in God.

In the Persian Hidden Words, it says, “Your likeness is like
clear, but bitter water which outwardly shows the utmost pu-
rity and clearness, but when it falls into the hands of the Divine
Assayer, not a single drop is accepted.”

The sacred Books of all nations speak of the possibility of the
new birth of man. What does this mean? A child in the womb
of its mother is in utter darkness. When it is born into the
world it comes into the Light. While in the womb it cannot
understand the use of its faculties, but when it comes into
the phenomenal world, then is understood the use of hearing,
speech, sight, etc.

So, when we leave here and go into the Kingdom of the Unseen,
we shall know the use of the Bounties of God given us in this
world. Here we are being prepared and given faculties which
are for use in that world. The new birth is realized in this
Kingdom when we become characterized by the characteristics
of God, when His Name and attributes become our names and
attributes.

The New Birth is when the imperfections by which we are
surrounded are wholly overcome and we are completely purified
from all the evil of the world.

The most important thing is this - when a young man enters
a school, he must not content himself with the fact of his en-
trance into that school, but he must learn what that school
offers for his information. When one enters a hospital, one
must be cleansed from disease. When a child is in its mother’s
womb, it must receive all the nourishment possible to prepare
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it for entrance into the phenomenal world. The new birth is
symbolized by the iron and the fire. The iron is black and
cold and hard, but when it is put into the fire, those qualities
change. The fire has three powers - one to discover and remove
flaws, one to give brilliancy and one to give heat. So when the
iron goes into the fire, its flaws and defects are removed and
its blackness turns to brightness and its cold to heat.

So when a man truly in his heart, believes the Truth of God,
his bad qualities will turn into good ones and his imperfections
to perfections.

The Bab said, he who has attained belief in God, has attained
the resurrection - but this has two meanings. Some have at-
tained in name, but others in reality by bringing forth all good
actions. Some are called believers because they confess to the
appearance of God, but others are in reality believers, because
of their good characteristics.

If you want to enter the Kingdom of God, you must first rid
yourself of all the gloomy characteristics of the world of dust,
and this is the first and most necessary thing to say to all the
believers.

Christ said, “Ye shall know them by their fruits” - the qualities
of a believer show what kind of believer he is. If a man claims
to be a believer and does not show forth the qualities of God,
it proves that he is a believer in name only, and that he has
not yet been regenerated by the Holy Spirit.

A flower must have fragrance to be called a flower and fruit
must be of good flavor to be called good fruit. In Persia, most
of the people who became believers were wholly changed - some
were cowards, others were cruel and wicked, and they were
converted into brave men and to good and gentle ones. If a
man’s characteristics change, this shows that he is in heart
and reality a believer. In Persia, many persons who were great
and rich (materially) would reason with themselves as to the
advisability of taking the Babi teachings. They knew in all
probability that if they did so, they would be called upon to
give up everything, wealth, position, even life itself, yet such
was the power of the Teachings and their wish for the Truth
was so earnest, they were willing to give up all.

Our Lord said that He hoped through Mr. R., the people of
Paris would receive a new baptism of the Spirit.

If there is one soul in Paris practicing the commands of God,
he is better than hundreds who never act nor do His Will, but
are believers only in Name. One single Pearl is better than a
thousand pebbles.
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I hope the believers in Paris will be known by their good deeds
and actions and not only in Name.

If you should call Mr. R. in Paris a Bahai and then he would
not show by his life what that meant what would be the use
of the Name?

In Persia when the believers used to hide their belief they were
known by their good qualities. It is a better thing that a man
should not become a believer than that he should be called one
and not prove it by his actions.

PN_1900_heh p056, PN_ 1907 p072, BSTW#194x

ABUO0507

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

The justice and mercy of God

The justice and mercy of God is very difficult a subject and
requires much reflection upon our Lord’s words. First to know
the meaning of justice. It is not equality, but the giving to
everyone according to his right. But it isn’t that one deals
with a learned man in the same way with an enemy and friend
is not Justice, nor to deal with animal and man in the same
way. The meaning of Justice is to give what is due to each
one—to deal differently with the learned and ignorant. One
of God’s names is the “Door of justice” and on the “Door of
Favor”. There is a great difference between these two names.

The meaning of Justice is reward and punishment, when either
one is due to the person to whom it is awarded.

Favor is giving more to a person that is his right. As we see the
Attributes and Names of God are different, this shows that all
stations must be different as for different persons. Some men
receive favor, some justice. It wouldn’t do for all phenomenal
beings to be mineral, animal or vegetable—or for all phenomenal
beings to be man. For instance, it isn’t possible for man to be
given all eyes—he must have ears, nose, legs, etc. For if man
were only an eye, perfection couldn’t become visible in him.

When we consider god has made a stone to be a stone, man
to be a man, etc., can we say god has shown oppression to a
stone, because it is not a man? God has given according to
capacity. He has created men with nails and eyes. Can nails
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say, “I am oppressed because I am not the eye? Can the foot
say, “O, God, Thou hast not shown Mercy because I am not the
brain?” God has given according to station. The phenomenal
world is a sign of the Kingdom and Territory of God.

Consider the material kingdoms—can all subjects of kings be
of the same station? No! Some must be grand viziers, others
generals, captains, soldiers. There must be many classes. Is
this injustice? Each is honored in his own place. Oppression
only is shown when He gives what is not due.

Material kingdoms have all ranks. Those in high rank are the
appearances of the Power of God, the others are the appear-
ances of the Justice of God. Some have their rights—others re-
ceive high favor. Jesus said, “ Many are called”—this is justice—
“but few are chosen”—this is favor. The chosen ones are the
appearances of Favor-others are the appearances of Justice.
Otherwise the Name of justice would never be realized and
God is independent. He does as He wills. Jesus said, “The
children of the Kingdom will be deprived and many will come
from afar and be received.” This is from the Graciousness of
God.

Jesus’ brothers were not accepted, and strangers were received
according to God’s favor.

Peter entered the House of god through the Favor of God. For
instance, a gardener ties up some branches and cuts off others—
can we say why? Can someone call him an oppressor? Is this
right? He does as he thinks best.

All, even the lowest beings are favored by God, created in
Mercy. He creates a stone according to His Justice, but He
creates all according to Mercy, while they are in different sta-
tions. It is confirmed that creation emanates from the Mercy
of god. Favor of God is the Name of the Governor of the god
of the World.

Justice is meted out in measure as money is paid in return for
its equivalent. If every child grew up and everyone lived to
be the same age, the world would be like a machine grinding
out human beings. On account of the different conditions and
states, we know that all is in the Hands of God. “ It is by
god’s Mercy that you have come here-by His Mercy you will
become as lamps if you will only cut your hearts entirely from
aught else save God.” («<missing hard copy)

The child who dies in infancy receives the Mercy and Justice
of God-that is, His Merciful Judgment.

The reward of Mercy is what is given through love without
receipt of an equivalent-the judgment of Justice is given as a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 24



Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT ABU0525

recompense-but a Merciful judgment is given as one gives to
a poor beggar. Mercy cannot be for all.

PN__1900__heh p040, BSTW#305x

ABUO0525

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

CHANGE AND RENEWAL.

There were some lovely pink rosebuds on the table that came
from the New Tomb.

Our Lord said: we had these flowers last year and to-day we
see the same. We are in the habit of saying these flowers are
the return of last year’s flowers. We do not mean the identical
substance but the same properties, such as color, fragrance and
appearance. So man appears in the same way. The world is a
prison house and it is quite sufficient for the soul to suffer here
once without returning again to suffer.

Jesus said of John the Baptist - “there has not arisen a greater
than he”, also “and if ye will receive it, this is Elias which was
for to come.” It means that John the Baptist was characterized
by the same spirit as Elias, not that he was Elias - the same
soul or personality.

The followers of every religion hold that there is no necessity
for a new Prophet.

The Jews say that God sent Moses and that he organized the
religion of God, and that the other Prophets came to be the
instruments to show forth the Bounty of God. So they said
the religion was organized by Moses and though they were
waiting for someone to come, yet it was not to form a new
religion, only to circulate more fully the old one, and therefore
the Jews rejected Christ.

The Christians say we believe in Christ and He is sufficient why
therefore should we accept Mahomet? And the Mohammedans
hold to the same idea. They say Mahomet was the last of
the Prophets - and the seal of Prophethood, and yet they are
waiting for the appearance of the Mahdi. But they do not
expect him to form a new religion only to further spread the
cause of Mahomet.
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So when the Mahdi appeared, they rejected Him, just as the
Jews rejected Christ and as the Christians will (at first) reject
their Promised One.

One thing necessary for the world of Creation is change; one of
the requirements of the essential self or essence is constancy or
unchangeableness. It is impossible for any created being not
to undergo change. In the same way, religion must undergo
change; for religion is a manifested thing in the world and all
in this world must undergo change.

As you have considered, every One (Manifestation) has been
in the early days of His Appearance, the Cause of attainments,
both spiritual and material. And every nation where the reli-
gion of God has appeared, that nation has become successful
and prosperous and has been enabled to spread the teachings.
But at last, in the winter days of that religion, those who
believe in it are those who are in the greatest ignorance and
darkness, and the good things of that religion have been altered
and finally the religion itself has become corrupted. Then will
come a time when it will be necessary for a New Appearance.

Under the teachings of Moses, the Israelites reached a high
condition of fame and glory, riches and power - then their power
began to wane as their religion became corrupted and the time
came when a New Manifestation was needed and again the
Divine Light appeared in the Person of Jesus Christ.

This spring season is a renewal of last year’s spring. It is not
the same spring but it has the same properties and qualities
of the last spring. We say the spring has returned; we do not
mean the same actual spring - but we mean the same conditions
as this time last year.

So when there is a New Manifestation, it does not mean the
same One, but One who comes with the same attributes and
characteristics (of God).

And as in the material world, there is a necessity for a renewal
of the seasons, which are the same and yet are not the same,
so it is with the religion of God. There must be a renewal;
it is the same religion but with conditions to suit the time of
the world’s people, and though the Prophet which reveals the
religion is the Manifestation of God, yet He brings new rays
of the same Light, or the same rays, but they strike and reach
the people at a different point of view.

Jesus said, “These days are as the past days of the Prophets.”
The question of return is clearly explained in the Kitab-el-
Ighan.

PN_ 1900 _heh p059
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ABU0584

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

Advancement in the spiritual world

This lesson is to explain, if it be possible for either a believer
or an unbeliever to advance in the next world.

The believer attains to eternal life in this world, but the unbe-
liever is eternally veiled from the presence of God. Eternal life
is knowledge of God and eternal punishment is deprivation of
the Sight of God. According to the statements in the Gospel,
those who do not believe are eternally condemned, while those
who (missing hard copy to end»») are believers will be in eter-
nal joy and happiness. But the Mercy of God surpasses His
Condemnation.

There is a great different between the Mercy of God and Eter-
nal disappointment—for when His Mercy exceeds His Condem-
nation, how can then anyone be in torment eternal.

It is proved that existence belongs to mercy, while annihilation
is punishment.

While we must recognize this Mercy with His Punishment, we
know that sight and hearing are given to the child in the womb,
and that it is impossible to attain them here if a child is born
without them. In the same way in this world, we have a chance
to know God, an even if we go into the other world, without
knowing Him, we find ourselves imperfect when we reach there:
And belief is an instrument for our perfection, the same as the
womb is the place to form instruments for use in this world. As
people have the chance and opportunity of believing in God.
So they also have the chance of refusing the manifestations of
God. But the comprehending power of God is never arrested in
the Bestowal of His Bounty. It is impossible for us to say that
it is beyond the power of God to let anyone advance in the next
world. That would be declaring Him important. The power of
God is self-sufficient to remove a soul (of man) from the station
of veiling into the station of Light and Mercy. When once a
believer comprehends that God is all-powerful and all-merciful
he can pray for the souls of his departed friends (who have died
unbelievers) that the veil of darkness may be lifted from them,
so that they may know God, the Forgiver, the Merciful! So
that god can remove them from the place of disappointment
to the meeting of the Beloved.
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But man has no power to deliver himself. Only the Mercy
and Will of God can deliver one who has been condemned to
everlasting punishment.

All beings are divided into the mineral, vegetable, animal and
human kingdoms. The mineral has the chance to advance in its
own kingdom-—as coal has the chance to advance into diamonds,
it can advance into the highest station in its own kingdom, but
it cannot attain a step in the vegetable kingdom, for it has not
the power of growth. As to the vegetable kingdom, a plant has
the opportunity to reach the highest stage in its own kingdom,
but it is not possible to leave its kingdom and enter into that of
the animal. And the animal cannot enter the human kingdom.
It can, however, rise to the highest stage in its own kingdom.

A bad horse can become a good horse: a bad, cross horse, to
an amiable one.

(the mineral can enter the human frame, but it always remains
a mineral-the vegetable can enter the human, but it does not
therefore become human). It is only possible for all to attain
to the highest station each in its own individual kingdom. In
the same way when one passes away who is an unbeliever, it is
possible through the power of God for him to attain to a high
station, but he can never do it from himself, as his station is
fixed so far as he is concerned.

As it is impossible for piece of bread to change itself from the
vegetable kingdom to the human kingdom, so it is impossible
for a man who is not a believer to change for himself his station
in the spiritual kingdom.

PN_1900_heh p046, PN_ 1900 p113

AB00685

To: Mulla Mihdi et al.
Date: 1900 ca.

O God! I beseech Thee and implore Thee to forgive and pardon
my sins and transgressions which have weighed heavily upon
my back and weakened my bones, and which I am unable to
bear. O my Beloved, I have turned to Thee seeking Thy grace,
Thy gift, Thy pardon and Thy forgiveness. If Thou forgivest
me not, O my God, to what door shall T turn? And if Thou
pardonest me not, O my Beloved, to what shelter shall I flee?
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Is there any door besides the door of Thy mercy, and any
refuge save the threshold of Thy holy favor? All stations are
but descent and despair save the threshold of Thy mercy and
servitude at the holy sanctuary of Thy oneness.

My God, my God! Adorn this weak temple with this garment
woven of the silk of Thy celestial oneness and embroidered by
the fingers of Thy holy divinity. This is the glorious robe, nay
rather the garment before which the necks of Pharaohs were
humbled.

O God, my God! These are Thy servants whom the breezes of
the gardens of Thy mercy have stirred, and the waves from the
fountains of Thy oneness have refreshed. Their inner vision
has been illumined by the manifestations of Thy mighty rev-
elation and their hearts made pure by the holy fragrances of
Thy sanctity. O my Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compas-
sionate! Aid them to serve Thy Cause and join them with Thy
servant in servitude at Thy exalted threshold which transcends
the comprehension of all created things. Strengthen them for
this supreme achievement and honor them with this gift which
is the most glorious and precious pearl adorning the crown of
supreme glory. Make their hearts free from all else but Thee,
their breasts dilated with Thy remembrance, and their spirits
gladdened by Thy gifts in Thy Kingdom. Verily Thou art the
Giver, the Confirmer, the Generous, the Merciful.

O loved ones of the Ancient Beauty and friends of the Most
Great Name! May my spirit be sacrificed for your love! Praise
be to God that you repose beneath the blessed tree and abide
eternally in the gardens of love in the Abha Paradise, receiving
bounty. The ocean of gifts is surging and the life-giving breeze
of the favor of the Blessed Beauty refreshes soul and conscience.
The rays of the Sun of Truth encompass all and the bounty
of the Holy Threshold is complete. At all times, turning to
the All-Merciful, open your tongues in thanksgiving for this
grace and bounty and offer praise and glorification to the Lord
God, for you are favored with such a blessing and specially
distinguished with such a gift. All the chosen ones in all ages
yearned for but a moment of this blessed cycle and with utmost
supplication longed to sacrifice their lives in this mighty age.
Now praise be to God that you are immersed in this ocean
and abide eternally in this everlasting paradise. In gratitude
for this gift you must ever be occupied with teaching the Cause
of God and open your tongues to summon all on earth. Let
there be no thought or purpose save the diffusion of the divine
fragrances, and no object or desire except the exaltation of
the Word of God. I swear by His Most One Being that today
is the day of teaching, and for every teacher each day is a
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blessed, auspicious, happy and honored Naw-Ruz. Today the
loved ones of God must be free from every thought save that
of the peerless Beauty of the Beloved. They must seek none
other than His remembrance, follow none other than the path
of His love, speak of naught but the mysteries of His Kingdom.
If they attain to this most exalted, most holy station, they
will be successful in all good. And upon you be greetings and
praise.

PN_1900_heh p079

ABUO0715

Instructions to Mrs. Thornburg Cropper ca. 1900 in Akka

All prophets are messengers from God and all ways lead to him
and all have borne fruit.

The great gift is unselfishness, and the loving wish to help
others will guide us.

There are seasons in the revelation from God as in the natural
year, and just as the Christ had realized the Spirit of God in
the flesh and had helped the earth in his time, now the message
of Baha'u’llah was the medicine of which the world has much
need.

All reverence and gratitude should be given to the prophets of
the past. If truth be rejected, it is a mistake for which we must
be sorry—mnot a sin; and the mercy of God transcends all hu-
man error. That to accept the laws and message of Baha”o’llah
was the quickest way, but that everything done in sincerity
and with a loving heart was accepted, and that the mercy of
God covers all. But Bah’a’ollah had a larger message on a
great number of subjects than any other, just as this was an
age more fitted by a great spiritual advance made in the great
kingdom of knowledge to understand and benefit by his just
commands.

That whenever we found good or heard of it, we were to rejoice
and accept it; that all religions were of God.

I asked, “How shall we judge? By the unselfishness of the
life?” Abdul-Baha replied, “Yes, the loving heart can never be
concealed from man or heaven.”
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That he rejoiced greatly in the practical turn that spiritual
problems were taking in the world; that he hoped to see them
improved upon and carried out without any dissent, in abso-
lute unity, and that he felt that when the waves of progress
wept the shores of the East, their effect would be immediate,
because the Eastern mind was well grounded in philosophy and
thought much on these subjects. That iron-sight was very or-
dinary in Persia amongst the Sufis, and people who studied
these questions. That turning your mind and heart in a spirit
of loving demand that God would shower his bounty, and that
illumination was bound to follow. That each time we turned
to God we received and showed forth radiance. That one does
well in not relying too much on the teachings of others, but to
turn to the Holy Spirit for guidance.

That the Christian Science movement was doing great good in
America and in other parts of the world. That different minds
need different experiences,. That without splendid health you
were incapable of doing your best and most useful work, while
suffering and adversity had its lessons which we must all learn
sooner or later.

That we must always have a cheerful face because of the glad
tidings in our hearts.

That life and death were the same, there was little change; and
as human beings helped each other on the earthly plane, they
could still continue to show affection and give support to each
other after the apparent separation.

That the heavenly kingdom was in us now. That if the spirit of
the departed entered the most heavenly paradise without eyes
to see its beauties and ears to hear the celestial music, they
would hardly recognize they were there. That on earth you
could either ascend or fall; that in heaven there was no descent
possible, only unbroken progress.

That one should constantly turn to the heavenly Father for
guidance on all points.

PN_ 1900 p007, BSTW#142
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ABUO0709

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

ATTRACTION OF LOVE

In the Koran, the following verse is revealed by God. “Oh
Mahomet, no power save that of God would have united these
people.” During the life of the Prophet there were two commu-
nities of persons who were opposed to each other, but when
they accepted Mahomet, they became friendly and this verse
has reference to them.

In these days, only the power of God could have united all of
us together in heart. Some here are Americans, there are also
Persians, Syrians, Russians, etc. and only the power of God
could have united them for there has been no other communi-
cation between them as they do not understand each other’s
language.

All things in existence are formed by particles and atoms which
are united by the power of attraction. This is such a great
power that all the world is held together by it - and not only
the world, but the Universe. All are made of atoms and united
by attraction. What is this power of attraction? Love!

All union of hearts in this world is brought about by the power
of attraction or love. The life of the whole world depends upon
it, and when this power of attraction or love is gone, then all is
disunion and annihilation then takes place. As at night, when
a lamp is brought into a room, all things in the room become
manifest so is the result of the power of Love and Attraction in
the hearts of the people and in the world - it makes manifest
everything and is the only power which will bring forth any
good result at all.

There are two kinds of Love - the material and the spiritual.
Material love means the attachment of men to each other,
whether it be friendship or any other relation and it always
ends in grief, for the spiritual love is the only enduring love.
Spiritual love is one of the Great Bounties given to man. It is
said in the Koran “if you love God, He will love you” or “God
loved you first and then you loved Him” and this is the only
love which will bring peace and is everlasting and unchanging.

The Love of God is like the Sun - it shines upon everything
and this is His relationship to man: But the love of man to
God is borrowed Light because it is impossible for Man to love
unless God had first loved.
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Love is the greatest Bounty of God. Thus Jesus Christ said “I
am Love.” One of the characteristics of the Prophets is that of
love and as God’s only object is to unite hearts, and as this is
always the object of the Prophets, this shows that they are of
God.

The greatest sign that a man is a Prophet is his ability to
unite hearts - for no one can do this except he be on the part
of God. It is said in the Gospel - “I came to gather together
the scattered sheep of Israel” - so this shows that the mission
of Jesus was Union and Love.

In the world everything which promotes union, harmony, and
love is from God, for union is life, but everything which causes
discord is from Satan and is death and annihilation.

It is said in the Koran that the greatest and most perfect
power is inspiration or Revelation for through this power, the
Prophets are raised, and all the laws of God are made manifest.

PN__1900__heh p072

AB00940

To: Bahman Rustan (Tihran)
Date: 1900 ca.

O Bahman! Beseech God that thou mayest become like the
clouds of winter, showering precious gems, and like a garden
plot become the flower-garden of the Lord, nurturing roses and
sweet herbs. The glances of favor from the Kingdom of Oneness
encompass thee, and the ocean of bounty surgeth, sanctified
from all shores. Thy letter was read and its contents were
understood.

Concerning thy question about the names of the Prophets -
that despite their multitude, only a small number, namely
eight, are mentioned in the Qur’an, and that even Mahabad
and Zoroaster are not mentioned, and what wisdom lies therein
- know thou that twenty-eight Prophets are outwardly men-
tioned in the Qur’an, yet in truth all are mystically referred
to. For the Holy Manifestations have two stations: the station
of unity and the station of distinction. In the station of unity,
they are one reality, as it is said: “We make no distinction
between any of His Messengers.” Their likeness is as the sun -
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though its dawning-places be many, yet there is but one sun
shining forth from them all. In this station, the mention of
any Prophet is the mention of all; the name of Ahmad is the
name of all the Prophets.

The other station is that of distinction, which pertaineth to
the ranks and conditions of the Holy Manifestations. In this
station it is said: “We have caused some of these Messengers
to excel others.” The similitude of this station is like unto the
zodiacal signs, wherein the sun hath in each a special influence
and different degrees of heat - as in Leo where the sun’s heat is
most intense, and in Aquarius and Pisces where it is moderate.

Thus it became clear that the mention of some Prophets sig-
nifieth the mention of all. At this point a question may arise:
since this is so, why was not the mention of one Prophet suf-
ficient? What wisdom lies in mentioning twenty-eight? It is
evident that, according to the consummate wisdom of God,
during the time of the Seal of the Prophets - may my spirit be
a sacrifice unto Him - certain events occurred, and according
to the requirements of the time and circumstances, the events
of former Prophets were revealed and explained. Therefore,
the mention of certain Prophets and the events of their days
was made in the Mighty Qur’an according to the consummate
wisdom. And since the station of Prophethood is the station
of giving and receiving, and its embodied example in the outer
world is the honored moon, and the moon hath twenty-eight
stations in its orbital cycle.

As for Mahabad and Zoroaster, they are alluded to in the
Qur’an, though none hath yet perceived this. For instance,
the “Companions of the Rass” and their Prophets are men-
tioned, and this Rass is the river Aras, and these illustrious
Prophets were numerous, including among them Mahabad and
Zoroaster.

i And the Glory be upon thee!
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Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

CONCENTRATION OF PURPOSE.

It is recorded in one of the Books of the Mussulman that one
day Jesus Christ was seen fleeing to the mountains, and some
one asked Him why He was fleeing away. He said, “I am run-
ning away from a foolish man.” He was asked, “Are you not
Christ? Why do you not bestow upon him the great Spirit?”
Jesus answered, “God has given Me a Spirit, the power of which
will open the eyes of the blind and cause the deaf to hear, but
it has no effect upon the mind of a foolish person.”

And so it is in these days: the Word of God has no effect upon
the minds of the foolish and these are the Nakazeens. All
those who heard the words of the Blessed Perfection and did
not follow them are now Nakazeens (unbelievers).

God has created only one heart in man, and man cannot there-
fore love two things - he must love either God or the world, he
cannot love both.

When man wishes to accomplish something, he must give him-
self entirely to that thing. For instance, if one desires to learn
art, he must concentrate all his faculties and mind upon it; he
cannot do that and something else at the same time. So when
a man wishes truly to serve God, he must concentrate all his
mind upon this service and think of nothing else whatever.

The heat of the sun is more intense when it is concentrated in
a cubic crystal, for in such a crystal, the heat is condensed.

So man, when he gives his attention to one thing only, he will
do that thing well. When a ruby is put into a cubic crystal, it
will be consumed at once; but if it is put into the fire, it is not
affected. This shows the power of concentration.

Moses, the Prophet, (after His death) had more than a million
followers; but as they were not pure, the Cause of Moses only
extended to Syria. All were not of the same mind and devotion
and were not confirmed to do any great work. The Israelites
alone had some development for a time, but the followers of
Jesus Christ, as they were united together and had the same
ideas and were cut from every worldly thing, they succeeded
in spreading the teachings of Jesus Christ.

In these days unless one is cut from the world, one can ac-
complish nothing. The attachment to God is the only helpful
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thing upon the earth - no other attachment (not even that of
the family) can avail man at all.

So a man must be ready to give up his children for God. Con-
sider one who wishes to learn a science, he cannot succeed
unless he gives up everything but that.

How many young women have been devoted to God, until they
married, then they have left Him and given their time and
thoughts to their husbands and their children.

How many people have been near to God in their poverty, but
when they became rich, they forgot Him and cared only for
material things. The Cause of God is like the Sea. It will not
accept a dead body, but throws it back upon the shore.

PN__1900__heh p054

ABUO0835

Words spoken ca. 19007 in Akka

Live so as to be in peace with all your environment. To be
happy is to serve god and sever yourself from all the world.
Radiate love everywhere, you will then become love. Good-
ness was ever flowing from Christ because He was one with
the Father. Outwardly I am a prisoner,—considered as one—
but no one is as free. I rejoice evermore. Much do I prefer
the absolute freedom, to be at one with God, fearing nothing,
wanting nothing, desiring nothing, but that all shall know the
fullness of God. To possess a mind and heart bound to the
world and a salve to self, must not, cannot be compared with
being a so-called prisoner yet possessing supreme happiness,
perfectly sound in mind and body and in loving relations to
the universal order.

It is possible to overcome the world, the flesh and all evil, by
walking constantly in the Path of God, by burying all negation,
weakness, fear, selfishness, all doubt under the mountain of
positive, intense living Truth. Few attain this station.

The more obstacles one has to overcome, the more difficulties
one meets successfully, the stronger will one be. Never become
discouraged. To be weak is not necessarily to be unwilling to
be strong. Rejoice, be glad, if in the Cause of God you are
made to suffer. To be misrepresented, to be misunderstood for
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the sake of God is of no consequence. All sincere followers of
God are misjudged and have been.

“Beware when all men speak well of you” is true now if one is
conscious of error in one’s life.

Certainly one may belong to a church, be a member of a Chris-
tian society and continue to call one’s self a Baha’i, because
the teachings of Baha'u’llah in no way conflict with the teach-
ings of Christ. They are in perfect harmony. One accepts the
true teachings of all true disciples of God. It is not necessary
even to label one’s self. One may call one’s self a Baha’i and
in no way live the life, on the other hand one may live the
life and never be known as a Baha’i. It is not so much what
name you are called, but what you are in your heart. Are you
loving and serving God? Love and service are the great requi-
sites of a good life. Endeavor in every possible way to do some
favor, some service for someone else; do this daily, no matter
how small or trivial the act of kindness may be. Even a smile
counts for much.

I am the most humble servant of God. I would rather be a door
keeper in the house of God than to be ruler of the nations.
Christ said unto His disciples: “Why callest thou me good?
There is none good save the Father.” “Be ye therefore perfect.”
Ye are Christ’s and Christ is God.

Prayer is communion, aspiration, soul contact with God. Every
prayer is eternally answered on God’s part, but not unless we
come into atonement. “All things whatsoever ye pray and ask
for, believe that ye have received them.”

PN_1900 p009, PN_ 1906 p012, PN_ 1909 p023

ABUO0190

Words to Laura Clifford Barney (?) spoken around 1906 (?) in Akka

Science is systematized Truth. The laws of spiritual science are
as exact as those of mathematics. Every hour of positive high
affirmation of the ideal perfection of mind and body, tends
directly to actualize such conditions. There is no more un-
certainty about its trend than there is about our nearing an
object if we walk toward it. The universal order speaks only of
wholeness and harmony. We should never speak of the faults
or weaknesses of others; we are as yet imperfect. We must
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concentrate on the good qualities of others. Virtues are to be
found in every person if sought for. Accusations against others
are wrong should there be lacking evidence and proof woe unto
the accuser.

Especially one must be kind, loving and charitable toward an-
other in the household of Faith, and seek to serve someone in
the cause of God. The higher should control the lower. The
body not only becomes serviceable but beautiful if it occupies
a secondary place. Spiritual victory must be achieved and old
things become new. Desire and aspiration are laws of growth.
Demand brings supply. Every soul is invested with a divine
dignity and should reign in its own kingdom. Every one should
deny the rule of the seen, the sensuous, and the material.

There are invisible threads which connect us with every object
which makes up our environment. Vibrations are ever passing
over these connections backward and forward, and it is for us
to control their purpose and quality. We receive in return the
kind we send. Love for love, antagonism for antagonism. Love
gilds every object upon which we project it, and its sheen is
reflected back in rays of golden light.

Love thinketh no evil. By projecting thoughts only of good, we
create a harmonious environment. The fact that we are God’s
children must rule our consciousness until like the setting sun,
it dissipates the fogs and mists of ancestral inharmony. The
divine heredity overlaps all inherited human ills. Things which
we hold in our consciousness soon become our possession.

The imperfection of today is the stepping stone for tomorrow.
Life is richer, love stronger, truth more beautiful, nature fairer,
music sweeter, art diviner than we have ever dreamed. God
is infinitely better than we can imagine. We must always look
upward, we are passing on toward the supreme ideal, which
includes wholeness on every plane for the individual and the
race. Paul declared “I die daily.” This is to grow spiritually. It
is an elimination of the base, the earthly, the sensual.

I am not bound by the chains of appetite, passion, impulse,
custom, creed, fashion, societies, politics, traditions, or the
animal nature. I am in an absolutely perfect freedom. My body
may be in restraint, I am kept in Acca by law, but my spiritual
self is free. We must welcome truth from whatever source it
may come. “Where the spirit of God is there is liberty.” The
Scriptures say “For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus
made me free from the law of sin and death.”

I am glad you can go to India. You will see many believers
in the cause of God. May the blessing of Baha’u’llah be upon
you all. Rejoice that the west and the east are growing closer
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together. You in God’s cause from the new world have been
permitted to see and speak with your brothers and sisters of
the new world. When you reach India you will meet with many
believers from various castes, creeds and sections, speaking
different tongues. They may not be able to speak with you
in English nor may you understand their native tongues, but
you will in no sense be a stranger. You will all be as one large
family. I send to believers in the East greetings from the House
hold and may many rich and abundant blessings attend your
stay in the Orient and wherever you may go.

Whenever and wherever an opportunity presents itself
favourably to speak of the Truth of the teachings of
Baha’u’llah I enjoin you not to allow or permit that opportu-
nity to pass by. But we must never at any time create strife
by thrusting the teachings upon unwilling listeners, nor must
we argue - we must live the life.

You will be surrounded by and enveloped by Love, for brothers
and sisters in the Spirit are much nearer and dearer than those
of in the flesh. What natters it if the physical father and
mother are not here - I am thy father, thy mother thy sister
thy brother; I have many children: I am the same to all. Every
true Baha'i is all to another believer. Although I cannot go
with you in body, remember this - I am always with you in
spirit. My spirit shall go with you all the way.

I am glad of what you tell me concerning the kindness and love
of some of the believers whom you mention. —— has been in
the household for months at a time and is much loved by us
all. T thank you for her greetings and love. I pray God she will
ever be your faithful friend and help you to know of the love of
God. I am glad she has helped you. I beg God to bind you yet
closer. “By this may ye know that ye are my disciples if ye love
one another.” It is a great privilege and blessing to live here.
Here are living true followers of God. I am glad carried
the spirit and you partook. I beg God to make you mutually
helpful. Nun of your own being real believers of God, as much
as follows God, make her a very close friend - this will
be wise. I pray and beseech God to make her an instrument
carrying food from God. [illegible sentence]. Believers of God
may have many difficulties which they will overcome if they
serve truly.

I am glad you have not become disheartened and discouraged.
My heart swells with joy that you know God in your heart and
you are trying to follow Him. You must point the way and be
a guide that others may find the path leading to never-ending
understanding, peace and happiness.
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Thank you for bringing me greetings from —— I am glad
to hear of their hospitality and kindness to those in the cause.
This is as it should be. We must daily seek to do service to
believers. I send them love and salutations.

Faith is absolutely essential. We must believe or we will never
move. Doubt and unbelief end in stagnation and death. Pos-
itive belief even if mixed with error leads by degrees towards
Truth. Humanity is one. We must live and love not for our-
selves but for the race. If we rise, we help to lift all about us;
and if we fall we drag others down. Our highest privilege and
office is to be channels through which the divine life shall flow
out to invigorate and inspire. If the soul currents do not course
from within outwards they sink in a deadly vortex. Giving out
or administration is the highest and greatest law. Love sent
out never returns void.

I grant you permission now to return to Acca on your return
from India or at a future time when it will be permissible for
you to see more of the place in which we are happy to live.
There is no chance in anything. I think it may have been
ordained that you came just now, and being closeted so closely
that you might become more familiar with the teachings of
Baha’u’llah, and more in touch with his children. We are hard
workers here and have much correspondence, and while I may
not be able to write you often, I am always with you in spirit.

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

PN_1906 p013

AB01454

Date: 1900 ca.

Good and Evil

In reply to the question, “If it is so that the thoughts of all
men are governed by God, how is it that He shall reward the
doer of good deeds and punish the doer of evil ones?”

Everything is from God, both good and evil, both guidance
and misleading, for it is said in the Bible, “ I have hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, “ and again, men are like a potter’s vessel,
one He makes a jar and another a dish. The Great Maker has
made some good and some bad. That is the question.”
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Everything in existence is good, and only the lack of goodness
in it is evil. The being is created good, but when the lack
of good is to be seen in it, then it becomes bad. Evil is not
created by God.

For example, light is created by God, but when you put away
the light from a room, it becomes dark. Darkness is not created
by God-the lack of light is called darkness. God has created
guidance; misleading is lack of guidance. When you turn your-
self from guidance you place yourself in misleading. There is
no existence in evil. Nothing proceeds from the True One but
good and everything belonging to the beings of existence is
animated by their God. I will give you an example.

The governor sent here from Constantinople possesses full au-
thority and power from the authority and power of the Sultan
and the Sultan has employed him for the government of the
city, having given him full authority and power to do justice
here. But this man is capable of doing both justice and in-
justice by this power given him by the Sultan. If he exercises
injustice and oppression in the city and the Sultan punishes
him, can he answer that he had done these things through the
power given him from the Sultan? The Sultan will tell him
that he has given him power to use in a good way and not in
oppression.

There it not difference in the bounties of God; a profusion
of bounties are outpoured continually upon all sorts of land,
but when the precious shower falls on a barren land, it causes
thorns and weeds to grow. The same bounty and the same
shower causes a good, fertile land to bear roses and grass and
useful things.

BSC.500 #963x, PN__1900 p061, PN__unsorted p148, PN_ 1900 p003x
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To: Ustad Abdu’l-Ghani Khayyat, in Alexandria
Date: 1900 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letters were consid-
ered and I became aware of your lamentations. You have com-
plained about the lack of continuous correspondence, thinking
it indicates a lack of satisfaction and attention. This is not
so - the utmost consideration has been and continues to be
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extended to you. You are an intimate, not one deprived; near,
not far; attending the gathering, not banished. I am satisfied
with you because, praise be to God, you are steadfast in the
Cause of God and firm in the religion of God.

However, the multitude of occupations, important matters,
and physical ailments prevent continuous correspondence with
each of the loved ones of God. Otherwise, this servant would
write you a letter every day and express spiritual love and fel-
lowship. Consider that today in all parts of the world the loved
ones of God have raised the banner. This one pen must corre-
spond with all and answer each one, solving obscure questions
and issues. How difficult, nay impossible and unattainable this
is! It is through the confirmation of the Ancient Beauty that
this pen has been granted such power of expression that it has
succeeded.

In any case, search through your censer and small chest and
observe how many letters from ‘Abdu’l-Baha are there. Then
judge if there is cause for complaint. I have nothing to say if
there is. You have always been and will continue to be the
recipient of consideration - be assured of this. Sheikh Hafiz
said in his collection of poetry:

“Though I write a thousand letters, He never writes me an
answer”

Yet he did not complain. But you are right - the truly thirsty
one is never satiated, the chameleon is never content with the
bounty of light. But you should not be sad either, for even if
this spring became a mighty ocean it would not suffice.

i Regarding travel, you had written about Iran - very good, it

will lead to service to the Cause. But staying in Istanbul is not
permitted in any way. Rather, you must pass through with
utmost speed. And upon you be Glory.
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Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

Ye must be born again

The more you love, the nearer you will be to God. Love is one
of the abundances of God and therefore to love each other is
good.

The abundancies of God are, to love each other, to speak the
truth, to cut our hearts from the world, to be reverent, to
be humble, to be hospitable. By these things you know the
faithful servant of God. How do we know the light? By its
rays. So when you see these qualities, you will know that the
servant of God has received the regeneration—you must be born
once again. You must pray and supplicate, and the more you
pray and supplicate, the nearer you will be to God.

This is my first charge to you—to cut your hearts from the
world; second, to love each other very much, to be servants
to each other and to know that you are less than anyone else;
third, if anyone does something you do not like, forgive him;
you must always look at the good and not the bad. If a man
has ten good qualities and one bad one, you must look at the
ten and if a man has ten bad qualities and one good one, you
must look at that one and forget the ten.

When a dead body is thrown into the ocean, the waves will
throw it back upon the shore. So it is with the Ocean of Truth,
it will not accept a dead body; and if a believer has not these
abundancies of God, the sea will roll until he is finally cast out.

So with the heat and the tares the tares are sown with the
wheat and grow up with it, but when it comes up to be gar-
nered, the tares are separated from the good grain. The Tes-
tament of god is the cradle which separates the wheat.

As you have come here and now go back, I hope you will grow
with the good pleasure of God, and then that would be same
thing as though I went to America. The most important thing
is for people to become holy and sanctified through the Breath
of God. But there is no importance in My going to America.

BSC.501 #964x, DWN_ v6#05 p.001-002, PN_ 1900 p061
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Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

IN EVERYTHING GOD HAS A PURPOSE

We must look at the realities and not the appearances. The
end is the only wise thing to consider. Wait patiently! The
mother waits for her child to be born and must carefully guard
it from injury. All is pain and trouble while in pregnancy, but
the end is gladness and shows the purpose of God.

In the winter season, the cold, the storms, the rain come—
but wait until spring and then all is gladness. God will, if He
wishes, always let the spring follow the dreary winter.

Americans at this time are in their winter season, and they
donit realize the beautiful spring coming to them. If Jesus
Christ had not been crucified, the Holy Ghost would not have
been given to the Disciples. The three years Jesus was with
them they didnit receive it, but after the crucifixion, it de-
scended upon them. Peteris denial made the others firm.

A man who overwalks is weary, but the result means strength.
Medicine is bitter, but the result is health. A sky of clouds and
dust makes rain and darkness, but later the air is cleared and
the sunis rays shine more brightly. In Autumn, leaves fall—the
branches are bared in order that the tree may bring forth new
leaves and fruit. The Mercy of the Blessed Perfection is like a
seed in the heart. The Sower puts the seed into the ground so
that it may come up and bear fruit. The ignorant man asks
why a little seed is put into the ground. This is a purpose
which the end or result alone shows. So man must wait until
the seed of Mercy springs up, and Godis purpose is known.

Before long, we shall see the signs of the Blessed Perfection.

Some breezes refresh the body like the spring breeze and some
hurt the body. Some words lighten the heart and others crush
it. The breeze of the Disciples quickened the spirit and the
words of the Pharisees deadened and killed it. Every tree has
a fruit and every shadow an effect and so is every seed sown in
the heart of man, and his influence (manis) has a purpose and
a result.

PN_1900_heh p039
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ABU1238

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

Angels

Sometimes is meant by angels, spiritual powers, and on other
occasions you will find is meant by them, pure and holy souls.
Where it is said, “I will give my angels charge over you to keep
you in all your ways,” is meant pure souls and true believers.
In one station angel means those spiritual and divine powers
give by God to the body of man which change mankind for
good. These are the angels which confirm man.

We understand by the “angel” sometimes that it is those beings
and souls who are sanctified from all earthly stations—that is,
who have out themselves from all worldly things and drawn
night to God with all resignation and devotion. If we find a
man having out himself from all animal and worldly stations
and drawn himself near to the heavenly conditions, we will say,
“This is an angel,” because he has nothing to do with earthly
things.

All contingent—world beings have to undergo changes; the only
thing which is unchangeable is the identity of God. The angel
is one of the created beings of God and must undergo changes.
Were these beings not to change, they would possess the unity
or attributes of God. When we want to judge something which
is contingent, we look at its changes and understand its nature.

Man is not a pre-existent being, but a newly produced and
created being, and consists of two parts, the spiritual and ma-
terial, which may be likened to hell and paradise, and he does
not know whether he will be in hell or paradise; for instance,
man is composed of evil as well as good, of darkness as well as
light, of guidance as well as misleading the most evil character
is to be found in man, while the greatest and most excellent
character is also to be found in him. We must see if the good
qualities gain victory over the bad, and if so, the man shall
become an “angel”, but if the bad qualities conquer the good
ones, then he will become a “devil”. If the light conquers the
darkness in man, of course he will be True Light, and if the
darkness conquers the light, he will be of the material.
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AB02567

To: Baha’is of Sarvistan
Date: 1900 ca.

O ye who are enamored of the Light of the horizons and are
firm in the Covenant! His honor Haydar-‘Ali, upon him be
the Glory of God, hath written a letter mentioning that the
friends in Sarvistan have made it a rose-garden and that the
friends are day and night engaged in the remembrance of the
All-Merciful. This news brought joy and gladness, and this
fragrance perfumed the nostrils of the friends. Praise be to
God that in that honored region, which was the native land
of His Holiness the Exalted One, may my spirit be a sacrifice
for Him, the holy fragrances are spreading and the life-giving
breezes from the gardens of bounty are stirring. The rain of
divine knowledge is pouring down and the lights of heavenly
gifts are shining and radiant.

O friends! Strive that the land of Shiraz may become the man-
ifestation of the bounties of the Self-Sufficient Lord, and that
from its depths the melody and song of “Glory be to my Lord,
the Most High” may reach the Abha Kingdom. May it become
the dawning-place of the verses of unity and the recipient of
the inspirations of the Peerless Lord, so that the flame of the
fire of the love of God may spread from that region to other
regions, and the fragrances from the gardens of the hearts of
those friends may guide the neighboring provinces to the gar-
den of guidance. And these bounties shall not be attained
except through severance from all else save God, attraction to
the fragrances of God, being set ablaze with the fire of the
love of God, complete effacement and annihilation, humility
and submissiveness before the beloved of God, service to the
friends, and servitude to the loved ones.

And the Glory be upon youl

Convey to his honor Mirza Husayn-i-Banna, who serves the
gathering of the friends, the Most Glorious and Most Wonder-
ful greetings, and say that thy house hath become the nest of
the birds of the divine garden and the shelter of those who are
attracted to the Beauty of the All-Merciful. Blessed art thou
for this, and upon thee be Glory!
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AB02493

To: Muttahid, Muhammad Hasan Khayyat et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1900 ca.

My God, my God! These are servants who have turned to
the Kingdom of Thy oneness and the Heaven of Thy single-
ness. The fire of Thy love has blazed within their ribs and
bowels, their hearts have been attracted to Thy most glori-
ous Kingdom, they have arisen to mention and praise Thee
among all people, they have sought assistance from Thy most
exalted horizon, they have been made victorious through Thy
Most Great Word, they have entered Thy verdant paradise,
and they have plucked the fruit of faithfulness from Thy Lote
Tree of the Utmost Boundary. I beseech Thee to assist them
with great strength and make them speak Thy praise in gather-
ings, clubs and great assemblies. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Powerful, the Most High.

O friends of God! The East is perfumed with the fragrances
of the Covenant, the West is musk-scented, and the outpour-
ings of the Ancient Beauty from the unseen Kingdom of the
Most Glorious - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones
- are continuous, successive, frequent and unceasing. There-
fore strive with heart and soul and draw sustenance from the
sea of His blessed character, that you may become centers of
the lights of oneness and dawning-places of the signs of detach-
ment. With a pure and holy breath, with a good and purified
self, with a heart detached from all save God, and with a spirit
gladdened by the glad-tidings of God, arise to serve Him. Con-
vey to Muhammad Hasan, distinguished son of Muhammad
Husayn, the Most Glorious and Most Beautiful greetings and
salutations. And glory be upon you.
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ABU1419

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

Regarding the birth of Jesus Christ, there is no doubt that
Mary was the wife of Joseph - but the marriage had not yet
taken place, when Mary was found to be with child - (St.
Matthew 1:18). It is also proved by the statements in the
Gospels that Jesus Christ had brothers. (It is understood that
they did not believe in Him). The brothers were from Joseph,
but Christ was from God, and Joseph was not His father. All
the Prophets have a special name for themselves and as the
name of Jesus was “Son of God” that must become a realized
fact. He must be born materially and spiritually the Son of
God in order to fulfill the Name.

Some of the pupils in the Schools of Science once came to Akka
and asked the question regarding the Immaculate Conception
of our Lord. He answered, “A living body cannot come from a
dead body - only a living man can make a living child - this is
a scientific fact.” The Scientists answered “It is impossible for
a child to be born without a father” and that nothing could
change their opinion concerning it. They left that subject and
began to speak of others and finally of geology and of well-
known scientific facts. They spoke of the way in which the
Earth had been thrown off from the Sun - of how it had grad-
ually cooled and a crust had formed to make a surface of the
Earth, and went on to speak of the Creation of nature and
finally of man’s Creation.

Our Lord said, “You believe in the Creation of man?” (Adam)
They said “Yes.” Our Lord said to them “And who were the
father and mother of Adam? You said that you couldn’t be-
lieve that Jesus Christ could be born without an earthly father
(when he had a Mother) yet you can believe that Adam was
born without either.”

PN__1900__heh p069
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AB02846

Date: 1900 ca.

O ye crying voices in the region of America!

Make level the path of the Covenant of God! Be firm in the
Alliance of God!

I surely read your answer to my words, and my heart overflowed
with joy and fragrance, when I heard of your supplication to
God, and of your entreaty to God, and of your begging assis-
tance of God, and of your endeavor in the service of the Cause
of God, and of your effort in publishing the Alliance of God,
and of your yearning after and your longing for harmony and
union in the love of God.

Ye shall soon behold the lights of confirmation shining forth
unto your hearts and your spirits from the Kingdom of ABHA.

Stand up, as the standing of the souls by whose lights of sin-
cerity in the Cause of God the horizons are shining, and guard
the sheep of God with the staff of the instructions of God.

I beg God to confirm thee to His will, as He confirmed the
Apostles (of Jesus) aforetime.

I know, verily, that the universal, never ending, eternal, bright
and divine establishments are only the diffusing of the breaths
of God, and the spreading of the instructions of God, and
all that are beside these, though they be the reigning over
all the regions of the earth, or the construction of railroads
from the earth to the heavens, or means of transportation with
the rapidity of rising lightning from the globe of earth to the
globe of the sun, all are mortal, perishing, demolishing and
disadvantageous, in comparison with the divine establishments.
Because the latter (divine establishments) are intrinsic matters,
while the former are but metaphorical matters; the latter are
truth, while the former are imaginary.

Verily, I yearn after your visit as the yearning of the thirsty
after the fountain of the water of Euphrates (agreeable water),
but at present your remaining in that region (America) is oblig-
atory. Please God, when it will be the occasion, I will inform
you to come; and (now) I will circumambulate instead of you
the Holy Tomb. Glory be upon You!

TAB.032-033, BSC.473 #894x, BSTW#2761
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ABO03576

To: Unknown, in Paris
Date: 1900 ca.

Know thou that there are two kinds of happiness - spiritual
and material.

As to material happiness, it never exists; nay, it is but imagina-
tion, an image reflected in mirrors, a specter and shadow. Con-
sider the nature of material happiness. It is something. Which
but slightly removes one’s afflictions; yet the people imagine
it to be joy, delight, exultation and blessing. All the material
blessings, including food, drink etc. tend only to ally thirst,
hunger and fatigue. They bestow no delight on the mind nor
pleasure on the soul; nay, they furnish only the bodily wants.
So this kind of happiness has no real existence.

As to spiritual happiness, this is the true basis of the life of
man because life is created for happiness, not for sorrow; for
pleasure, not for grief. Happiness is life; sorrow is death. Spir-
itual happiness is eternal. This is a light which is not followed
by darkness. This is an honor which is not followed by shame.
This is a life that is not followed by death. This is an existence
that is not followed by annihilation. This great blessing and
precious gift is obtained by man only through the guidance of
God.

Spiritual happiness is light, while sorrow is darkness.
This happiness is glad-tidings, while sorrow is disappointment.

This happiness is the Kingdom while sorrow is the earthly
world.

This happiness is life, while sorrow is non-existence.

This happiness is the fundamental basis from which man is
created, worlds are originated, the contingent beings have ex-
istence and the world of God appears like unto the appearance
of the sun at mid-day.

This happiness is but the love of God.

This happiness is but the eternal might the brilliant traces of
which are shining forth unto the temples of unity.

Were it not for this happiness the world of existence would not
have been created.

SW__ vO7#16 p.163x, PN__1900__heh p070, VLAB.112x, BSTW#195

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 50


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_7/Issue_16
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1900_heh.pdf#page=70
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VLAB.pdf
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_151-200.pdf#page=81

Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT ABO03577

ABO03577

Date: 1900 ca.

O thou who art turned to the Kingdom!

Thou shouldst establish a divine and heavenly transaction. By
God the True One! Every divine transaction is eternal and
everlasting and giveth the heavenly spirit to the pure hearts
attracted to God, enlighteneth the world with the bright shin-
ing [light] of love and unity, affinity and agreement. But every
worldly transaction, although it be a gift through which the
far and the near be profited, still it is transient and temporary
and will not last for ages and its blessings will not extend suc-
cessively to the righteous people in the ages to come. And as
the heavenly abundance and the divine gifts and the omnipo-
tent grace come in these days successively and uninterruptedly,
therefore, thou shouldst establish a heavenly edifice to facili-
tate and level the way before the divine transaction, to carry
out the divine order, to gladden the pure hearts of every one,
to sanctify thyself from everything but God and to keep aloof
from all the worldly things for the Cause of God; to be kindled
with the fire of the love of God, to spread the fragrance of God
and to expose thyself to the gentle breeze of God.

O my dear! If thou lovest to be happy and pleasant, this is
the cup that is full of the wine of glee and delight; and if
thou desirest to have the ancient glory, the eternal retinue and
everlasting dominion, thou must look after these gifts which
wave in the horizon of bounty with a brilliant light to all sides
and regions.

By my life! If thou knowest what thou art commanded and
speak openly of it, the dominion is for thee, the Kingdom is
for thee and thy shining star will never set, thy brilliant light
never sink, thy brimful treasure never be consumed and thy
brave army never be defeated.

TAB.154-155, BSTW#274a
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ABU1624

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

A TALK WITH THE MASTER ON LOVE.

Real Love is a spiritual thing. It is an emotion of the soul.
From the emotion of the soul an effect is also produced upon
the body. Love will cause the heart to burn and the eyes to
weep - it will shake the body and render sleepless the mind.

Material love is divided into two kinds - the animal and the
human love. The animal loves its kind, the bird loves its mate
and the gentle dove its offspring. Thus the human being has
this quality and a greater power besides. Animal love has no
permanent foundation and will soon pass away, but the human
being sometimes loves for the sake of God and this another kind
of love. If you love a person for his own sake, this belongs to
the animal division, but if you love the virtues expressed in a
human being because they are the qualities which please God,
then it is another kind of love (human) but this love will soon
pass also, for it is not impossible for love to change to hatred.

But spiritual Love - the Love of God - is a bounty from God
and will never pass away. We love each other because we are all
centered in the Blessed Perfection. If we did not know Him, we
should never have loved one another, for we are from different
countries and different customs. Still we love each other, for
our love is of divine origin and will never change either in this
world or in the world to come.

PN_1900__heh p074

ABU1656

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

The light within the lantern

Those who looked at the material body of Christ and saw Him
enduring all the hardships and trials, marveled that he was the
Messiah because he was in this condition. As they were looking
at his body, they failed to see the light shining within it. But
those who looked to the spiritual and the real existence of the
Spirit in Christ, firmly believed in him. We must not look at
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the lantern but at the light-the candle inside. We must not
look at the worldly condition, but at the truth in it—the divine
truth—because if we look only at the outward form of man, how
can we distinguish him from the animal, because we find them
eating and doing the same things; but when we give attention
to the spirit in man, we find it is far different from the animal.
When you look at water, salt and sweet, you cannot tell the
difference, but when you taste the water, you can distinguish.

This is one of the tests of God. That is why Jesus told all
people to supplicate and beseech God that He might not let
them fall into these tests. (God does not tempt us, —the devil
tempts—God tests us.)

What made Satan disbelieve in Adam and not worship him? It
was only the outward condition of Adam which deterred Satan
from believing in him. He would have worshipped him if he
had looked at the Spirit in Adam. The Satan who refused to
worship Adam was a human being of the earth—a Cain.

BSC.498 #959, PN__1900 p058, PN__unsorted p144

AB04221

To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY
Date: 1900 ca.

O ye who are turned towards the Kingdom and drawn unto
the Holy Fragrance diffused from the Garden of EI-ABHA!

Arise with every power to assist the Covenant of God and
serve in His vineyard. Be confident that a confirmation will be
granted unto you and a success on His part is given unto you.
Verily, He shall support you by the angels of His holiness and
reinforce you with the breaths of the Spirit that ye may mount
the Ark of Safety, set forth the evident signs, impart the spirit
of life, declare the essence of His commands and precepts, guide
the sheep who are straying from the fold in all directions, and
give the blessings. Ye have to use every effort in your power
and strive earnestly and wisely in this new century. By God,
verily the Lord of Hosts is your support, the angels of heaven
your assistance, the Holy Spirit your companion and the Cen-
ter of the Covenant your helper. Be not idle, but active and
fear not. Look unto those who have been in the former ages—
how they have resisted all nations and suffered all persecutions
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and afflictions, and how their stars shone, their attacks proved
successful, their teachings established, their regions expanded,
their hearts gladdened, their ideas cleared and their motives
effective. Ye are now in a great station and noble rank and
find yourselves in evident success and prosperity, the like of
which the eye of existence never saw in former ages.

El-Baha and salutations be upon every one who is firm in
the Covenant, free from dissension, sanctified from deceits and
steadfast in the path.

TAB.162, TAB.433-434, BWF.362-363x, BSTW#275c¢

AB04207

Date: 1900 ca.

To him who is looking unto God! O thou who art gazing unto
the Center of the Covenant—may God confirm thee!

I supplicate God, beseech Him and pray to Him that He may
deliver the souls from the deluge of tests and kindle the lamp
of sincerity in the midst of the hearts. As to thee—O thou who
art sincere in the Cause of God, looking unto the Kingdom
of God and uttering the praise of God!-thank thou Him for
that by reason of which He hath made thee wholly faithful in
His Cause, kindled thy heart with the fire of the Testament,
illumined thy mind with the light and conveyed unto thy spirit
the glad-tidings of the breaths of the Holy Spirit in the world of
effulgence. Therefore, roll up thy sleeves to serve the Covenant,
make the hearts firm in the Covenant of the beloved Lord,
create harmony and agreement among the believers and impart
to them the glad-tidings of the confirmation which they will
receive from God if the differences of opinion be removed and
if they unite and agree, be firm in spreading the fragrance of
God, divulging the traces and chanting the signs of God. Verily,
I send thee good news of the confirmation which thou shalt
receive, the like of which was never seen by the eyes in those
regions, and of the success, the lights of which will brilliantly
shine in those regions—if thou wilt arise with all thy power to
assist the Testament of God and to serve the Covenant of God.

Give all the beloved salutations and praise. El-Baha is upon
you all, O people of El-Baha!

TAB.161, BSTW#274b
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ABU1760

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

THE MIRROR

The reality and Essence of Jesus Christ was like the mirror,
and the reality and Essence of God is likened unto the Sun.
The real sun appeared in the mirror, rose and shone in that
mirror - the reality of God has shone in the reality of Jesus
Christ. There are here two suns - one, the Essence of God and
the reflected one in the mirror though it is but one. One sun
in Heaven, one sun in the mirror - in reality only one, not two.
The sun which shines in the mirror says, “I am God” - he is
right. So Jesus Christ says, “I am the Father.”

If you look in the mirror, it is only glass, but it is the place of
the Light and Brilliancy of God. The mirror has no Light in
itself, but all comes from God: thus the Father is in the Son.

It is impossible that three are one and one be three. For in-
stance - like a piece of iron - it is hard, black, cold, but in the
fire becomes soft, red and hot - it leaves its own qualities and
takes the qualities of the fire. So the iron can say, “I am fire” -
the fire can say, “I am in the iron and fire in one”, because he
has the qualities. So Jesus Christ said, “Father in Son,” and
“Son and Father are One.”

One and singleness are not against the Trinity and vice versa.

PN__1900_heh p068

AB12354

To: Hasan Khan, in Rafsanjan
Date: 1900 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
Create a tumult in all regions and kindle a flame at the pole
of the world of existence. Set an ocean in motion and spread
wings soaring to the heights. Open a casket and scatter pearls.
Light a lamp and set the world ablaze with the fire of the love
of God. Open a musk-pod and make nostrils fragrant with
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musk. Waft a breeze and make minds perfumed and brains
scented with ambergris.

The confirmations of the Abha Kingdom transform the wing-
less bird into a soaring eagle and the weak gnat into a swoop-
ing falcon. Strive in service to the Cause of God and endeavor
to spread the divine fragrances. Bestow a portion upon the
portionless and make the deprived intimate with the feast of
mystery. Be living water to the thirsty and a guide showing the
way to the lost. Grant freshness to the withered and warmth
and freedom to the frozen.

Turn to the Abha Kingdom and seek every confirmation. Ver-
ily, He will confirm thee and make thee successful in achieving
this mighty victory. And upon thee be glory, and upon every
steadfast and upright soul.
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AB04918

To: FElizabeth A Dodge
Date: 1900 ca.

O thou who art rejoicing at the Glad-tidings of God!

Thank thou God for that by reason of which He hath enabled
thee to traverse the seas and countries and come safe to a Spot
wherein the lights are shining with great brilliancy. Thank Him
for the help He rendered thee to visit the pure and Holy Tomb
and revolve around it, the fragrance of which hath excelled
that of the flowers of the dawn.

Go back to those regions were thy return is expected by those
souls who, through the signs of thy Lord, became attracted
unto Him, the Unconstrained, and say unto them: “Glad-
tidings unto you who are sincere! Glad-tidings unto you who
are faithful servants! Verily I have seen the Kingdom of God
with its doors open, the garden of EI-ABHA with extensive
sides and regions, with dazzling lights, rolling seas, verdant
and beautiful orchards, overflowing beds, green trees, fresh
and bright leaves, perfumed flowers, sweet rivers, gentle breeze,
beautiful air, magnificent views, elegant and handsome lips and
mouths.”
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Tell them that “The suns of the garden of EI-ABHA are still
shining, the moons rising, the stars brightening, the gifts per-
petual, the grace perfect, the glad-tidings spreading, the signs
of singleness and oneness are chanted in the cloister of its God-
head and the flags of sanctity are waving above the palaces of
its glory. Come here! Come here!”

TAB.159-160, BSTW#276m

ABU1961

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

Martyrdom in the Cause of God

He who knows nothing of the wind, when he see trees shaken
does not know it is the wind which causes them to shake. Since
the beginning of the Cause there were at least ten thousand
men who went with gladness to suffer martyrdom, and peo-
ple who found them suffering this martyrdom thought it was
through their own power and did not know that a breeze had
shaken them. In the days of other prophets there were people
who suffered martyrdom in the Cause of God, but in this day
there are more and they have been more sincere. The histories
of this time will record their witness to the things which have
happened in this day—to those who have suffered martyrdom.
How many mothers have been happy to see their children suf-
fer martyrdom! How many wives have been glad when their
husbands suffered martyrdom, and how many sisters went with
joy when their brothers died in the Cause of God! Now, if one
is not shaken by a breeze from the Garden of God, it is not
possible for him to be in joy and gladness under these circum-
stances.

We hope, through the favor of god, to be able to do all that
the others did in the beginning of the Cause!

BSC.499 #961, PN__ 1900 p059, PN_ unsorted p146
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AB05239

To: Mirza Ahmad Khan Akkas, in Tihran
Date: 1900 ca.

O photographer! All created things are mirrors of one another,
and the image of each is reflected in the other. However, the
surfaces of the horizons differ. Every transparent body re-
veals other things through the refraction of light, while a non-
transparent body shows no reflection or image within it.

Similarly, among the surfaces of human hearts, each that is
pure, subtle and transparent manifests within it the likeness
of the Sun of Reality, and the effulgences of lights appear in
its essence. But hearts that are impure are deprived of these
lights.

Therefore, O skilled photographer, make the surface of the
heart distinguished from all images, colors, rust and dust, and
place it before the Most Glorious Kingdom so that the reflec-
tions of the Supreme Concourse may fall upon it and the light
of the Sun of Reality may shine within it.

At that time will be realized the truth of the blessed words:
“Thy heart is My home; sanctify it for My descent. Thy heart
is My dwelling place; cleanse it for My manifestation.” And
upon thee be Glory!
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AB05920

To: Arthur M Dealy
Date: 1900 ca.

O spiritual son and luminous youth! Take the lute of praise
with the hand of turning to God and strike the strings of mys-
teries with the pick of meanings, and chant with beautiful
praise to the Glorious Lord, saying:

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having given me to drink the
choice wine of mystical knowledge from the elegant chalice in
the gathering of Thy loved ones, and for having admitted me
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into Thy kingdom, and for having made me hear the call of Thy
holy angels, and for having drawn me through the magnet of
Thy love, and for having illumined my face with the light of Thy
oneness, and for having caused me to speak Thy remembrance,
and for having kindled me with the fire of Thy love, and for
having expanded my breast with the light of Thy knowledge,
and for having awakened me with Thy breezes, and for having
quickened me with Thy spirit.

O Lord! Make me sincere for Thy face, and a diffuser of Thy
fragrances, and a proclaimer of Thy word, and a servant to Thy
loved ones, and one who supplicates to Thy kingdom, and one
who implores at the gate of Thy oneness, until I acquire Thy
characteristics and derive from Thy lights. Verily Thou art
the Most Merciful, verily Thou art the Compassionate, verily
Thou art the Kind, the Clement, the Merciful.
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ABU2080

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

Abdul-Baha’s definition of God

God is pure essence and cannot be said to be anywhere or in
any place. God is infinite, and as terms are finite, the nature
of God cannot be expressed in terms.

But as man must form and express a conception of God in
some way, he calls God “Love” or “truth”, because these are
the highest things he knows. Life is eternal, so man, to express
God’s infinity, says: “God is life.” But these things in them-
selves are not God. God is the source of all things that are
made, and all things that are, are mirrors reflecting His Glory.

The essence of the nature of God is love. His favor cannot be
won by hatred or strife. He is never angry. He curses nothing.
It has been said otherwise, but such teaching is the teaching of
heathenism—of the teachers of the time, not of the messengers
of God. When you see men doing evil things, you should not
be angry with them, you should pity them; for their evil deeds
are due to their ignorance and for them they must suffer.

PN_ 1900 p010
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ABU2100

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

The spiritual understanding

The station of the prophets is as a lighted lamp; all the
prophets offered themselves as lamps. Those men around
them who heard their voice were those who were capable and
desirous of hearing them.

If you speak with a magician about the Zodiac he understands
you because he is a learned man; but if you speak of it to a
carpenter, he will say it is nonsense, “ How is it, a live man in
the heavens! Or a ship! Etc.”

The interpretation of the Bible is the same with this man; if
you repeat all these spiritual things to him, he will think it
nonsense. For instance, when you read the Revelation of St.
John to the unlearned in spiritual things, they do not under-
stand it and it is only because you tell them it is the bible that
they do not call it nonsense. There are many meanings in each
word of the Revelation.

Iron attracts iron, and as you approach the kingdom of God,
you will be attracted by the things of the kingdom. Worldly
people are not of the kind to be affected by the magnet.

BSC.500 #962, PN__1900 p060, PN__unsorted p147

AB06000

To: Unknown, in United States
Date: 1900 ca.

O my God! O Thou Who endowest every just power and equi-
table dominion with abiding glory and everlasting might, with
permanence and stability, with constancy and honour! Aid
Thou by Thy heavenly grace every government that acteth
justly towards its subjects and every sovereign authority, de-
rived from Thee, that shieldeth the poor and the weak under
the banner of its protection.

I beseech Thee, by Thy divine grace and surpassing bounty,
to aid this just government, the canopy of whose authority is
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spread over vast and mighty lands and the evidences of whose
justice are apparent in its prosperous and flourishing regions.
Assist, O my God, its hosts, raise aloft its ensigns, bestow influ-
ence upon its word and its utterance, protect its lands, increase
its honour, spread its fame, reveal its signs, and unfurl its ban-
ner through Thine all-subduing power and Thy resplendent
might in the kingdom of creation.

Thou, verily, aidest whomsoever Thou willest, and Thou, ver-
ily, art the Almighty, the Most Powerful.
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ABU2187

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

The material men of this world are like poison to the spiritual.
They are the calamities and inconveniences which a man meets
within the worldly life. They are like people who are very much
intoxicated and do not understand the bitter taste of the cup,
while the conscientious and mindful understand its bitterness.
In this world, it is only the people of God who understand
the good taste of life, while the others understand only the
bitterness, because they are full. The people of God have not
at all any dependence in this world; they neither get displeased
with the bitterness of the cup, nor are they happy with its
sweetness.

The people of God are like the birds, who satisfy themselves
with a few crumbs, and sit the whole time on the branches of
the trees and sing the praises of God. But others are like swine,
which eat everything they find, and at last they are good only
to be eaten.

BSC.501 #964x, PN__unsorted p146, PN_ 1900 p062x
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AB07029

To: Charles G Scheffier
Date: 1900 ca.

O thou spiritual man and merciful being!

I have read thy brilliant letter which showeth the utterance of
thy praise upon the Beauty of EI-ABHA, the Most Glorious.
Blessed thou art! Glad-tidings unto thee for that by reason
of which thou hast drunk from the cup which is overflowing
with the wine of the love of God, and hast become intoxicated
from that pure wine which was given to thee from the hand of
Providence in the meeting of the knowledge of God.

Take the cup of sanctity in thy right hand and pass the glass
of the Kingdom, in the social meeting—which is the wine of the
love of God and the sweet, pure, cool water of the knowledge
of God—and give to drink to those who are in attendance, that
they may rejoice, be happy and sing the hymns of sanctity and
unification, offering their praise to the Supreme Kingdom.

TAB.131-132

AB07147

To: Helen ( ?) Goodall
Date: 1900 ca.

O thou spiritual pearl and the leaf stirred by the wafting of the
Breeze of God! Verily with a heart overflowing with love and
affection I perused thy letter which was an eloquent expression
of thy praise for the love of God, thy firmness in the Covenant
of God, thy gladness through the Fragrances of God and thy
great exertion in the guidance of the servant of God!

Verily I supplicate God to confirm thee with the Breaths of the
Spirit, to dilate thy breast with the zephyr wafting from the
direction of the Paradise of Abha and to suffer thee to become
a light from which radiates the rays of supplication, invocation
and prayer toward the Kingdom of God;- so that thou mayst
become the cause of the awakening, mindfulness and quicken-
ing of the servants and the maid servants of God, to give them
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to drink the Wine of Knowledge and to summon them to the
Kingdom of the Merciful with evidences and proofs...

DAS.1913-07-13, ABIE.060, BLO_ PN#007

ABO07127

Date: 1900 ca.

O thou who art drawn unto God and kindled by the Fire which
burned on Mt. Sinai!

Set aside every mention save the mention of God and abandon
everything save the divulgence of the Testament, be attracted
by the magnet of the Covenant that thou mayest see the tri-
umph of the angels of the King of the Kingdom and the valor
of the hosts of the Lord of Might. By the life of the Lord! The
Invincible Power will indeed strengthen, the Holy Spirit will
speak in thy mouth, the Word of God will be revealed in thy
heart, the sound of the trumpet of the Lord will gladden thee,
the light of unity will shine from thy brow, the doors of success
and prosperity will be opened upon thy face and the secrets
of the Holy Books will be unfolded. Then, at that time, thou
shalt cry at the top of thy voice, saying: “Blessed I am for this
great bounty! Blessed I am for this evident victory! Blessed I
am for this power which could not be resisted by the powers
of whomsoever is upon the earth!”

TAB.160, BSTW#:276d

AB07884

To: Gulbaji wife of Jinab Amin, in Tihran
Date: 1900 ca.

O handmaiden of God! Give thanks unto God that thou hast
illumined thy face through the love of the Abha Beauty, hast
drunk the wine of recognition, hast become intoxicated from
the cup of bounty, and hast arisen to render service. Thou
hast come under the protection of the chastity of Jinab-i-Amin.
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Know thou the value of these bounties and occupy thyself with
thanksgiving unto the Lord.

At present it is advisable that thou shouldst not move from
that place. The holy leaves are visiting on thy behalf and are
engaging in supplication and turning unto God. The fruits of
this gift shall return unto thee.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB08452

Date: 1900 ca.

O thou heavenly, brilliant and precious pearl! I greet thee from
this Holy Land with a fragrance from God and I desire that
thy heart become animated through the gentle breeze of God,
thy bosom dilated with joy by the miracles of the gifts of God,
thine eye consoled by seeing the lights of God, thy tongue by
uttering the mention of Baha’u’llah, and thy taste to become
sweet through the divine table descending from heaven.

Verily, I say unto thee that the gifts of thy Lord are encircling
thee in a similar way as the spirit encircles the body at the
beginning of the amalgamation of the elements and natures in
the womb; the power of the spirit begins then to appear in the
body gradually and successively according to the preparation
and capacity to receive that everlasting abundance.

I ask God to help thee that the spirit will carry out its power
in thee as desired and wished.

TAB.156-157, BWF.367-367x, BSC.480 #916x, BSTW#276d
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ABU2476

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

The spiritual appetite

In animal types it is known that the stomach must be sound
and healthy, and when it is so what is taken with the tongue
will be safe and good for the body. The same thing with man.
If he has the capacity, a single divine word can enkindle him
and his life is strengthened by a single word of God. But if he
has not the capacity and one speaks to him always of spiritual
things, it is of no effect.

Thus Christ spread the table of his spiritual food and called
a great number of people in order to take their portions. Out
of these only eleven came and attended the table. And these
eleven, how did it happen that they gained from the blessing?
It was because they had desired to come and take. They had
the appetite!

PN__ 1900 p060, PN__unsorted p147

AB08988

To: Dorothy Hoar
Date: 1900 ca.

O thou who art young in years but great in gifts! For thou
wert created from souls who believed in God and His signs, and
the glances of the eye of the All-Merciful encompassed thee in
thy tender years, and divine gifts surrounded thee while thou
wert a suckling babe in the cradle, drinking the milk of [divine
favors] in the arms of a mother who turned with her whole
heart to the Kingdom of Light, whose spirit was attracted by
the fragrances from the gardens of mysteries, whose soul was
revived by the morning breeze and the fragrance of flowers in
the garden of God’s guidance.

Be thou thankful to God for this and say: “Praise be to Thee,
O my Most Exalted Beloved, for this supreme bounty and most
excellent gift!” And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB09005

To: Richard Paul Dodge
Date: 1900 ca.

O thou who art nourished at the breast of the Kingdom of
God and reared in the bosom of the guidance of God! With
a heart supplicating, entreating and attracted to the Kingdom
of God, I beseech God, glorified and exalted be He, to confirm
thee in thy tender age and the softness of thy youth with that
wherewith He confirmed the mightiest of men and the greatest
of souls in the realm of perfection.

Marvel not at the command of God, for the Kingdom of God,
according to the explicit text of Christ - glory be unto Him
- belongeth to children who have nursed at the breast of the
bounty of God. I beseech God that thou mayest be one of
them.

This is a glad-tiding which hath issued forth from a heart filled
with the love of God. Know thou its worth. And upon thee be
the Glory of God.

TAB.155-156, LABC.008, BSTW#2760

= G o)l 5 4 O Sde o p )
i Al s bl ) ) 1 il alas
O dil ole JI Cldemia Jir g
L SHUBI a5 S o § S},
e G s Bl JLD by
J&N
@&\o&é@i\,\uww ‘
a6 r Dy JULY Ul ) el
R RRHIRY RIP ORI {

&\ié&x&wws)moh,:
;—M\&#)L&)v\;d‘/&b

DRM.007b

AB09008

To: William Copeland Dodge
Date: 1900 ca.

O spiritual youth and divine child! Verily thy father and
mother both crossed seas and lands until they attained the
honor of standing before the Most Exalted and Supreme
Threshold and circumambulated the point around which circle
the Concourse on High. They were blessed with a heavenly,
divine and spiritual blessing whose lights shine forth from
their foreheads.

I beseech God to make that blessing an attractive force drawing
them wholly to the Abha Kingdom, that their hearts may be
detached from the lower world and be attracted to the Supreme
Concourse. Verily that blessing is a magnetic force drawing
them to the Abha horizon.
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Upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.

BSTW#276n

ABU2648

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

ON EVIL

Personal identity of the devil is not true. God could not have
created evil. Timothy 1 was written by bishops.

God has given us free will to choose or reject Him. If we reject
Him, we lose the blessing for which we came. James 1:13-14 -
“Let no man say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted of God’
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any
man. But every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his
own lust and enticed.”

Evil is an attempted violation of a moral law.

If we break that law, we suffer - we lose self-respect. We are
following Mental-taste instead of Reason.

PN__1900__heh p049

AB09753

Date: 1900 ca.

O thou spiritual temple whose heart is drawn unto the Horizon
of Certainty!

Verily, I am now in the Assembly of the beloved of God, whose
hearts are kindled with a burning, blazing and flaming fire from
the fragrance of God, and I have mentioned thee with a heart
overflowing with thy love. By my God! It is love which hath
surrounded me from all directions and thus I mention thee with
a beating heart and with a spirit turned unto the horizon of
EI-ABHA. Therefore, thank God for this bounty, the traces of
which I hope will be spread, its light shine and the fragrance
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of its breath diffused in the whole world of existence forever
and ever.

TAB.156, BSTW#276n

AB12628

Date: 1900 ca.

O thou spiritual soul!

I transmit unto you the good news that Abdul Baha has thor-
oughly perused the contents of your letter and was pleased
with your sincerity to God and your humbleness to the King-
dom of God. He supplicated God to confirm you and make
you successful in all cases and aspects, that the Divine Bless-
ing may encircle that family from all sides, therefore rejoice
at this glad tidings, through [which] the bereft mother at the
greatest calamity will be intoxicated from joy.

My salutations upon you.

BSTW#276f

AB10296

Date: 1900 ca.

O thou fresh, slender branch saturated with the abundant rain
of His bounty!

I ask God to continue the heavenly abundant gifts upon thee
and to grant thee more freshness, tenderness and fineness day
by day. Verily I say unto thee that man is likened unto a
tree. And as the life of a tree and its tenderness and brilliancy
depend on the abundant rain descending from the clouds, so
also the happiness of man, his pleasure, dignity, loftiness of
position and highness of rank depend on the abundant bounty
of the Kingdom and the light of the Sun of Truth coming from
the horizon of the gift of God.

TAB.154, BSTW#:276f
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Date: 1900 ca.

O thou son of the Kingdom!

Consider the bounty of the Lord and the gifts of thy Creator.
He hath chosen thee to love Him and selected thee from among
His beings to know Him and distinguished thee particularly
with the gift of dazzling light through which the faces of the
righteous will shine.

Verily I say unto thee that this gift now signifieth a globule and
a date stone which shall spring up and grow until it becometh
a tree of solid root and the branches thereof will extend to the
Fast and West. Then the tongues shall utter: “This is naught
but a great bounty!”

TAB.159, BSTW#276¢

ABU2913

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka
Question/topic: What is meant by John prophesying that Christ shall stand and prophesy to kings
and princes?

In reply to the question, “What is meant by John prophesying
that Christ shall stand and prophesy to kings and princes?”

It does not mean that Christ shall stand in person and speak
with kings and princes (although the time will come when even
kings and princes will come and listen.)

The sun is always shining upon mines, but all of them do not
become gold and silver mines. In every mine neither are dia-
monds to be found. It depends upon the capacity of the mine
to become diamond. Man needs illumination, desire and ca-
pacity in order to attain these favors.

PN__1900 p060, PN__unsorted p147
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ABU3083

Words spoken ca. 1900 in Akka

Adam is the symbol of the childhood of the race of man. Child-
hood has not a great capacity, therefore when he put out his
hand to take the apple, he had not the capacity to receive such
great knowledge as the apple symbolizes. Moses taught only
the material things and Christ of the Spiritual. So if Adam
attempted the knowledge of Jesus Christ, he was bound to fail.

PN__1900_ heh p066

ABO00017

Tafsir-i-Ayat-i- Qayyumu’l-Asma (Commentary on a Verse from the Qayyumu’l-Asma)

Date: 1900 or <

Praise be to God Who made the line, formed from the primal
point manifest in the letter B, the ornamental seal of His Name
that dominates all names. Then He divided it into two parts
through the mystery concealed between the two causes, and
joined one with the other through the wisdom hidden beneath
the veil of destiny. Thus was the Most Great Book completed,
and by it were all who dwell on earth and in heaven adorned,
that the Dawning Places of negation might bear witness, at
the moment of negation, to that which the Tree of Divine de-
cree witnessed upon the luminous spot, and might turn toward
the Dayspring of beginning at the place of sacrifice - the spot
wherein the Most Exalted Word donned the crimson robe in
the kingdom of creation. And that the denizens of the King-
dom might hear the melodies of the leaves suspended upon the
Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary in praise of this Remem-
brance Who hath appeared with the banners of verses to all
who are in the heavens and on earth.

Praise be to God Who made the Hour a proof for this Hour
which, when it uttereth the First Word, establisheth the Most
Great Balance, and when it stirreth within itself, by itself,
causeth the people of the graves to move through the wafting
of the breaths of the Lord of Names. At one time it appeared
with the ancient ornament in the mystery of His Most Great
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Name and by it attracted the nations, and at another time
it appeared through a command whereby all things hastened
unto God, the Sender of verses.

Praise be to God Who made the first blast a glad-tiding to
the people of Baha who are settled in the crimson ark, and the
second blast a trial for the people of the Bayan who held fast to
that which the All-Merciful had not revealed, who followed the
people of the Furgan in their idle fancies and vain imaginings,
and who turned away from the wondrous One manifest from all
directions - He to Whom the Tongue of Grandeur hath testified
in the pavilion of glory, and made Him sanctified above all
peers and likenesses, and manifested Him through the power of
the Divine Realm at the pole of the Celestial Realm, reflected
upon the Kingdom with clear proofs and evident appearances.

Praise be to God Who pronounced the decisive Word at the
return amongst the parties, that every servant might know his
Lord and turn unto his refuge and dwelling-place, detached
from all else. Thereupon the people of vain desires fell uncon-
scious upon the dusty earth, and the people of hatred in the
wilderness of wrath. And He made the ornament of conscious-
ness after obliteration for the people of this atmosphere whose
radiance was from the lights of Beauty in the end, and thereby
He distinguished between the two parties among the people of
creation, and ordained for the first the pure wine of life from
the cup of His name, the All-Merciful, and returned the other
to the abode of wrath in the lowest fires, inasmuch as they
denied the appearance of the Light of the Divine Essence at
the advent of the matchless, wondrous Hour that dawned upon
the Dayspring-places of names and attributes.

O thou who art purified by the fire kindled and blazing in
the blessed Tree that grew in the spot of Sinai, the court of
grandeur, the pole of paradise, the midst of heaven, and hear-
est from its sighing the call of the All-Merciful in the most
wondrous melodies that “Verily, there is no God but I, the
Almighty, the Mighty, the Bestower!” Were a breeze of permis-
sion to blow from the direction of thy Lord’s will, thou wouldst
hear from the rustling of its branches that which would cause
the birds of eternity in the thicket of divinity to swoon, and
would bewilder the minds of the dwellers in the gardens of the
Celestial Realm, and would stupefy the possessors of meaning
and mystical knowledge in the meadows of the Kingdom. And
in the element of earth would surge forth flames of fire in such
wise that the seas would blaze with the fire of God’s love, and
the rocks would melt from its heat, and the decayed bones in
the graves would be quickened by its effect, and souls would
be stirred by their passion for it, and eyes would be gladdened
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by beholding it, and hearts would rejoice in drawing nigh unto
it, and breasts would be dilated by its rising, and spirits would
be gladdened by its manifestation, and the horizons would be
perfumed by the diffusion of its fragrances, and all contingent
beings would be illumined by its lights, and the spheres would
be brightened by its radiance, and the veils of limitations and
allusions would be burned away from the people of the holy
sanctuaries by a spark thereof, and the curtains would be rent
from eyes and sight by its power.

But when thy Lord’s will had preceded that divine mysteries
and heavenly sacred eternal knowledge, which are the celestial
feasts and divine everlasting bounties, should descend accord-
ing to the capacity of contingent beings and the receptivity of
the people of the worlds, therefore did the Dove fall silent from
its warbling and the branches of the Lote-Tree of eternity from
their rustling. Yet when the sun of permission and command
dawned from the horizon of God’s will, the Lord of Lords, and
We saw thee the questioner hopeful at the gate, gazing to-
ward thy bountiful Lord in thy return, aflame with the fire of
God’s attractions amidst the concourse of creation, speaking
His praise amongst religions, and calling out His All-Merciful
Name - therefore did the seas of love surge in My heart and
the streams of longing flow in My breast.

We desired to mention for the detached ones among the peo-
ple of Baha that which would draw them near to the court of
grandeur and bring them to the station of holy nearness and
meeting - the place wherein naught is seen save the effulgences
of the Lord of Names upon all who dwell in the kingdoms of
earth and heaven. And the sincere ones shall drink the wine of
reunion from the cup manifest in the form of the sanctified let-
ter Ha, free from the Vav that implies directions in the realm of
creation - they who have journeyed from the wilderness of fancy
and imagination, turning toward the horizon of certitude, who
have rent the veil of the imagined through His Self-Subsisting
Name that was dominant over the horizons, and who have
soared on wings of spirit and delight in the atmosphere of this
heaven that was raised above the highest paradise and adorned
with the Dayspring of Pre-existence and the Rising-Place of the
Most Great Light.

Glad tidings, then, to them, for their souls have been puri-
fied, their hearts refined, their breasts expanded, their eyes illu-
mined, their vision sharpened, their ears attuned, their minds
enlightened, their spirits enraptured, and their hearts made
subtle and tender - to such degree that the effulgences of the
lights of the Morn of Eternity were impressed therein when He
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manifested Himself through His most beautiful Names to all
in earth and heaven. And thou, O noble questioner!

Know thou that interpretation and explanation, though in the
most wondrous exposition, are but signs of manifestation and
vision to those who ascend the heights of knowledge, who circle
round the sanctuary of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower,
who are illumined by the lights that have shone forth and
brightened the horizons in this Day wherein leg was wrapped
around leg, the people of hypocrisy were veiled from the Source
of radiance, and the faithful entered this covenant in that they
fulfilled the Covenant. Therefore it behooveth not him who
hath come with decisive utterance through the sovereignty of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing, to turn unto these
two. And if thou gaze with the eye of reality, thou shalt see
that these two were, in the primal reality, sealed with the Two
Most Great Names which were a herald in the wilderness of
spirit, the valley of rapture, and a bearer of glad tidings of the
manifestation of God and His grace unto all else, that all might
know their refuge and abode.

After the darksome night retreated and the dawn of guidance
breathed forth, and the Sun of eternity shone and earth and
heaven were illumined, and the moons rose and the stars were
darkened by the lights, and the signs were made manifest, and
the cycles revolved, and the spheres rotated, and the rivers
flowed, and the trees bore fruit, and the flowers bloomed, and
the gardens were adorned with the anemones of reality, and the
Balance was set up, and the Path of Certitude was stretched
forth, and the Fire was kindled, and the Reckoning surged,
and Paradise drew near, and the angels of the Swift Steeds
descended with standards of verses, and the veils were rent,
and the curtains were burned, and the coverings were torn
asunder, and thy Lord, the Mighty, the Compelling, came in
the shadows of clouds of reality and meaning and mysteries.
Then didst thou see those near ones hastening to the court of
the Light of lights, and circling round the throne of God, the
Sovereign, the All-Subduing. At such time there is no need of
interpretation despite this unveiling and witnessing, even were
it through psalms of the House of David. The essence of direct
vision dispenseth with explanation, and the example of inter-
pretation to them of understanding is as a lamp that shineth
only until morning. When the Daystar of certitude dawneth
from a manifest horizon, then to murmur round the lamp of
interpretation is to turn away from the glorious path and to
walk in the narrowest of ways. This is not the day to delve
into the depths of utterance to extract the pearls of interpre-
tation from the shells of revelation. Rather it is the time of
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unveiling and witnessing, and of entering into a praiseworthy
station, and of attaining to the promised bounty, inasmuch as
the Promise hath come and the Promised One hath appeared
from God, the Mighty, the Loving.

Say: O ye who are veiled among the factions! This is the
Day of Return, of beauteous destiny and excellent reward, the
Day of the appearance of the Lord of Lords, the severing of
lineage, and the casting off of garments. How long will ye
wander in the wilderness of doubt and misgiving, hiding in
the west of concealment, refusing to enter the City of God, the
Mighty, the Bestower, even after its gates have been flung wide
and the means made easy? Do ye content yourselves with a
mirage instead of the sweetest drink? Do ye veil yourselves
with what ye possess from the Source of the Book? Do ye
occupy yourselves with the most unsightly faces rather than
the Beauty for which the Dawning-places of holiness in every
age yearned to attain His presence, and the Daysprings of light
in every dispensation longed for martyrdom in His path? Do ye
imagine yourselves possessed of knowledge of the Book? Nay,
by the Lord of Names and Attributes! Rather have ye acquired
mere suppositions of knowledge while remaining heedless of the
Beauty of the Known One. Ye have occupied yourselves with
fanciful arts while forsaking the Essence of what was intended,
which lay hidden in the Books of God, the Mighty, the Loving.
Can the lamp profit after the horizons have been illumined by
the Most Great, Resplendent Luminary? Can scalding water
heal the sick after the appearance of the Supreme Remedy and
the most perfect, complete Elixir? Can putrid water quench
the thirst of the parched one after the surging of the Salsabil
through the manifestation of the Glorious Lord?

Be fair, O peoples of the world! Is it through the musk-laden
breeze of the spirit of your All-Merciful Lord that all creation
is perfumed and souls are stirred with joy and fragrance, or
through the foul odor wafting from the wasteland of vain imag-
inings? Is it through the outpouring from the clouds of grace
of your Creator, the Mighty, the Bountiful, that the valleys of
meaning and utterance have flowed, and the lands of explana-
tion have trembled and grown, or through the scorching wind
that blows from the valley of fire? Say: This is a field wherein
even the most valiant horsemen of power and might among
the righteous and free cannot compete - how much less these
weak ones among the wicked! Rather, he who has abandoned
all discourse, cast off every tattered garment, and sought from
his Master’s grace, the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting, the wing
of spirit beneath the shade of this Known Beauty, that he
might soar in this heaven and circle round this sanctuary in
the Supreme Horizon and the Most Glorious Companion.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo s e G) s sl )
3559 ol & el

ex Ma QLAY e OBV Uyl L
s SIS = Sl e s LY
<15V & ] o NNy
SV 5 S Gl G Oy 3 U
‘}k,u\a J} &.)la:.’-Y\ uj"" Lé Qj)\r E)
u\,\!\ Cod b dny ub)\ /J\ iy T
o u\f.JL O s i uL...u‘}“ uf.w P
Jye oo ;—L& Kk Oy i ;')\IJ\ R
d;-ﬁ Jlas F o3 C.;Ta NP ESAY T &.'JKH
152 555 G el s aly 390 )
Tl G Gl e G 53430
9);\19@‘;##&;@‘&%
o b gem) @ gy ol el
O Gl spaill a7 5 051 e
d':: e o dl &) S /L}.Q
eV e GV Tl b I
b el o L r“““ S pl )
NSNS (RPN (,.E;&Y\ GL Al
MLWL‘J\’JJ\!M‘&L‘ JM\JJC‘_QJJ‘_

A A.))))é.h/ M\ (tw

oo b adL, o 0LV Sl L et
oo C‘;)@‘jfj OB s o) S:)
s oo s G A Al el ol
) FJ,); I E S T
P uJ«A\ 2 QLJ\ 5 alll LT S oL
o F D el ) L 2Ll s
osleas 3 Js2Y (lsu lds 18 Q\J}J\ ©3ls
BN (PR = P (T

S uﬁw\ﬂy\u@ w\;yﬁwie
w}w\;w)uLfd,juJ,f
G o) o ) S e g o
5 L s G e sl I 1
G s LV B G A s J
@Y

74

11



Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

ABO00017

O thou essence of love! Say to those who are confounded by
the waves of the Hidden, Treasured Ocean, and those who are
illumined by the brilliant lights from the Sun of Truth upon
the most radiant temples among the dwellers of the Realm of
Might: Loose the reins in this field, relying upon the grace of
your Bountiful Beloved and trusting in the Possessor of Grace
and Beneficence. Then establish the magnet of attraction at
the pole of existence, that the hearts of the people of the con-
tingent world might be drawn to the Kingdom and avert their
gaze from turning to the human realm. Then urge the loved
ones of God to appear among the people with the character-
istics of Truth and ascend to a station where they become
mirrors reflecting His Names among humanity and dawning-
places for the rising of His attributes among all created things,
until the fragrance of Truth wafts from their every condition,
their movement and their stillness.

Say: O loved ones! Be like the breezes of dawn, unburdened
by the weight of the world, then pass over the trees of human
temples. By God! Then through your rustling will the world
awaken to the remembrance of the Ancient King, and through
the fragrance emanating from you will the bones of nations
be revived, and the temples of existence be adorned with the
robes of the gifts of the Mighty, the Loving. Then shall ye
behold all existence as though it were a piece of Paradise, an
eternal garden in creation, and a perfect, complete, evident
and manifest sign telling of your beauty, revealed from the
Manifestation Who hath appeared through His Most Great
Name amidst the world.

5 O Thou glory of glories! O my God! Thou seest the weakness of

Thy servants, the poverty of Thy bondsmen, their impotence
and their brokenness before the manifestation of Thy power
and sovereignty, their destitution and their need in the face
of the signs of Thy wealth. Look upon them with the glances
of the eyes of Thy grace, and deal with them through Thy
bounty, Thy generosity and Thy favor. Having commanded
them to manifest the essence of Thy sanctification, the purity
of Thy holiness, and Thy Cause amidst Thy creation, do Thou
enable them to attain unto this most glorious and exalted sta-
tion, this most sublime and holy refuge in Thy Most Resplen-
dent Companion, that they may, in their essence, reflect the
purity of Thy Cause among Thy creatures, appear adorned
with Thy ornaments amongst Thy servants, be clothed with
the robe of Thy signs in the kingdom of Thy creation, and
be embellished with the vestures of Thy light in the domin-
ion of Thy command and sovereignty. For they are poor in
the court of Thy riches, lowly at the door of Thy might and
exaltation; they have claimed relationship with Thee among
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the nations, taken shelter beneath the shadow of Thy Most
Great Name, and sought refuge in the sanctuary of Thy most
noble remembrance. O Lord! Deal with them in accordance
with the excellence of Thy bounty and gift, and as befitteth
the sublimity of Thy bestowals and favors, that their relation-
ship to Thee may be confirmed throughout all worlds, from the
highest realities of their essence to the innermost subtleties of
their being. Verily, Thou art the All-Subtle, the All-Bountiful,
the All-Kind, the All-Merciful.

O beloved! Know thou that in the hidden depths of this blessed
verse, this perfect word, this mystic call, and this heavenly
melody flow rivers of mysteries without beginning or end, for
they stream from the mountain of eternity and flow from the
pure spring that wells forth and courses from the right hand of
the throne of the Most Great Name. Were this Most Learned
Pen to attempt to expound the radiant meanings that dawn
from the Most Generous Horizon and the Most Glorious Morn,
glowing with lights that shine from the Dayspring of the ut-
terance of the Lord of Eternity, through melodies God hath
created in His hidden secret and tones He hath ordained in His
most deeply concealed mystery - the seas of existence would be
exhausted as ink, the tablets of the unseen and the seen would
be rolled up as a scroll, yet not a wave from this surging, tem-
pestuous ocean would be stilled, nor would a drop from this
overflowing, gushing river be depleted. For this gulf draws from
and is connected to the Most Great, All-Encompassing Ocean,
and branches forth from the Mighty Deep of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the All-Compelling. In one drop flowing therefrom
all the worlds of the unseen and the seen have been drowned
and submerged. But time and circumstance do not permit
further mention and explanation at this hour and in these con-
ditions. Therefore have I held back the reins and been brief
in speech, causing but a drop to flow from the streams of the
Pen upon these tablets, relying and depending upon the grace
of my Exalted Lord.

He, exalted be His remembrance and praise and glorified be
His presence above the soaring of the birds of the minds of
those who ascend unto the heights of the glory of His Most
Great and Most High Name, saith: O Qurratu’l-‘Ayn! Know
thou that qurrat (coolness) refers to the comfort of the eye that
comes after the subsiding of the heart’s burning and inflamma-
tion upon attaining its desire, or after its tears cease, or upon
beholding that for which it yearned in its beginning and return,
at the utmost extent of its hope. In this station it applies per-
fectly in all its meanings. Look with the eye of reality upon
all the worlds, both universal and particular, and thou wilt see
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each appearing in the form of man with most perfect pillars,
most beautiful creation, and most balanced members - even
the world of dominion, which is the station of detail in relation
to contingent realities. Otherwise, in relation to heavenly re-
alities, when viewed with the eye of truth, it is the epitome of
epitomes, the ultimate brevity, and a shadow without perma-
nence. In brief, existence in all its ranks is created in the best
of forms, in the greatest upright image, and as a straight mirror
reflecting man’s reality, his outer aspects, his conditions and
his inner being - though every condition in every world appears
according to the requirements of that world and is established
upon its essence, which calls for either a universal or particular
quality. That which the human reality encompasses includes
the special sensory powers with their known qualities, and ver-
ily the greatest, most perfect and complete of the outer powers
upon which this existence depends and which it needs is the
power of sight, manifest in this lofty, elevated organ. Likewise
this power exists in all worlds with the utmost perfection and
sureness, as in the human world which is the symbol of all
contingent worlds, and likewise the other powers.

The Spirit of the Worlds, may my life be a sacrifice for Him,
said, addressing His Most Glorious Beauty in His latter man-
ifestation: “O Qurratu’l-‘Ayn!” - meaning O Thou through
beholding Whose beauty the eyes of all things are consoled, by
the dawning of Whose light the vision of all worlds is illumined,
by Whose manifestation the garments of existence are renewed,
by the rising of Whose signs the Kingdom is adorned, even as
the heart of the horizons hath been consumed with the fire of
separation from Thee, and the heart of the world hath melted
from the heat of its longing and ardent desire for Thee, and the
tears from the eye of existence have been heated by the flame
that ascendeth from its innermost being in remoteness and sep-
aration from Thee. Through Thy manifestation its eye hath
been solaced, its anguish cooled, its thirst quenched, its malady
healed, its conscience eased, its commerce prospered, its dark-
ness illumined, its distress removed, its brokenness mended, its
constraints expanded, its grief dispelled, its burden lifted, its
guidance made manifest, its strength attained, its worth mag-
nified, its station exalted, its darkness transformed to light, its
hardship changed to ease, its joy and gladness perfected, the
ultimate object of its desire attained, and the final goal of its
hopes achieved.

Then did the Spirit of all beings - may my soul be a sacrifice
unto Him - say: Strike thou upon the people of the City a strik-
ing upon the two parables - that is, manifest the mystery of
the two conditions from the two souls through Thy sovereignty
over the people of the city of existence and those that dwell in
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the places between the two seas of truth and limitation. For
the reality of the parable with God is the explanation of a thing
through its creation, together with its manifestation and visibil-
ity in the worlds of the All-Merciful and its perfection from the
standpoint of reality and essence. And with those possessed
of spirit who are confirmed with the faculty of the unseen, the
parable is identical with that which is exemplified in essence,
being, attributes and reality, with no difference or distinction
between them in any wise. And with those possessed of hearts,
the parable is the parable, agreeing and conforming with that
which is exemplified in all aspects, both negatively and affir-
matively.

But with those possessed of knowledge, the parable is that
which resembles that which is exemplified, even if in one aspect
only - and this is of no account with those who have embarked
upon the Ark of eternity, and sailed upon the crimson sea of
grandeur, and drunk the pure wine from the camphor cup, and
have attained unto the summit of joy and delight.

Let us return to our theme: We said in explanation of “Strike
thou upon the people of the City a striking upon the two
parables” regarding the two souls - that is, establish through
Thy power, sovereignty, might and dominion the reality of the
essence of the two souls and their essential nature and identity
in the world of manifestation and visibility after concealment,
that thereby the dwellers of the kingdom of creation may be
awakened and may detach themselves from all things, turn-
ing unto the court of the gate of Thy mighty oneness, relying
upon Thy grace and favors, depending on Thy bounty and
beneficence, taking refuge in the cave of Thy protection and
safekeeping, their gaze cut off from their own capacity and
worthiness, hoping in the hidden manifestations of Thy tender-
ness and mercy. For he from whom the outpourings of Thy
grace and the confirmations of the Unseen of Thy oneness are
withheld, though it be for less than the twinkling of an eye,
would fall from the highest degrees of sublimity to the lowest
depths of ignorance and blindness, and would plummet from
the pinnacle of glory and exaltation to the abyss of uttermost
abasement and wretchedness. None hath any escape when the
crushing winds of tests blow strong and the storms of trials
persist, save those whom Thou preservest in the pavilion of
Thy protection and guardest through the glances of the eyes of
Thy mercy. Verily Thou art the Protector, the Forgiver, the
Merciful.

As for the two souls, one of them was the first to drink the
pure wine of divine favors from the hands of grace and bounty,
and tasted the sweetness of the fruit of eternity from the Tree
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whose root is firm in the earth and whose branch reaches unto
heaven. He was the first dawn to shine forth with the efful-
gence of God’s lights, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting; the first
river to branch forth from God’s vast ocean, the King, the
Protector, the All-Forgiving; the first soul to arise from the
slumber of idle fancies and to emerge and shine forth from the
dayspring of certitude; the first to be invested with the robe
of glory in the Bayanic Dispensation and to hear the call of
the Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-Knowing from the supreme
horizon and the most exalted center. He responded with his
whole being, his essence, his reality, his heart, his spirit and
his tongue, “Yea, O my Lord, yea!” He spread the wings of ho-
liness in that atmosphere which God had sanctified beyond the
knowledge of all created things. He drew nigh and approached
until he was at the distance of two bows’ length or closer. He
entered the two dark-green gardens, drank from the two flow-
ing springs, plunged into the two mighty seas, traversed the
two abodes, plucked from the fruit of the two lofty trees, at-
tained the two most exalted stations, encompassed the two
most perfect letters, united the two complete words, and rose
above the horizon of grandeur like the appearance of the two
most luminous orbs, illuminating the two hemispheres, bright-
ening the two easts and the two wests. He was the line dividing
between shadow and light, the end of the darksome night and
the beginning of the morn of manifestation, the dayspring of
dawn through the rising of the Sun of Truth upon the tem-
ples of those who drank from the camphor cup. He was the
First Mention, the First Ornament, and the Primal Will in the
Bayanic Dispensation.

As for the other soul, he was the darkness of night, the source
of all evil, vainglorious and proud, the arrogant denier of truth,
veiled by the clouds of glory from Him Who came in the shad-
ows of light, named ‘the Calf’ by God, the Most High, the
Mighty, the All-Compelling.

Then He, exalted and glorified be He, said: “God hath or-
dained for one of them two gardens of the two lofty trees around
the Gate.” That is, God ordained for him whose countenance
illumined the horizons on the Day of the Covenant two sta-
tions from the two Most Great Names, shining from the two
daysprings, by which the two wests were illumined, appearing
in the form of the square in the shape of the triangle in the
two horizons.

5 The first garden encompassed the vision of the Divine Essence

without veils and the manifestation of Truth with all names
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and attributes. Within it flow rivers of camphor from the sum-
mit of the unseen, the inner reality of manifestation. Therein
springs the fountain from which those near to God drink. Its
palaces were raised until they reached a station where men-
tion was cut off from describing their height and loftiness in
the kingdom of creation. Its houris were adorned with the gar-
ments of immortality and appeared with divine ornaments and
attributes among the Concourse on High. Its sun was fixed in
the midst of heaven at the ultimate point of ascension on the
equatorial line from all eternity, and its stars glittered from
the horizon of sanctity unto the endless ages of ages.

26 As to the other Paradise, it is the station of the people of divine

unity who are clad in the garment of those who dwell beneath
the Throne of Glory and circle round the exalted Seat - a sta-
tion wherein no voice is heard except His voice, no mention
heeded save His mention, and nothing is witnessed that does
not testify through its essence, being, attributes and deeds to
the Essence of Truth manifest in the Kingdom of all things
through the sanctified Temple, the Most Great Name, and the
mystic Symbol. God hath adorned both these dark-green Gar-
dens with two lofty Trees raised up in truth upon the hills of
might and power - the saffron land, the musk mountain, the
crimson hill. From each of these Trees branches have sprouted
forth, boughs have spread out, leaves have grown, blossoms
have bloomed, fruits have appeared; they have extended, risen
up and grown tall until they filled the horizons with the jewels
of attraction and encompassed all the worlds. These two Trees
are the station of manifestation and the station of concealment.

The All-Glorious hath said: “One watereth with water in the
two pools” - meaning that the water of divine revelation which
God hath sent down from the heaven of the Unseen and the
clouds of existence upon the lands of realities and individuali-
ties, flowing over the hills of the beings brought forth through
the manifestation of the Word of Unity in the sanctified Temple
and Most Great, Most Holy Dawning-Place, causing the val-
leys of holiness to flow forth in the name of God, the Mighty,
the Most Glorious - He hath gathered in these two overflowing,
brimming pools, one with the pure, flowing water of creation
and the other with the sweet waters of divine law, pouring forth
upon all contingent things, the realities of origination and the
essences of invention. All created things partake of these two
flowing waters in the pools through the grace of God, the Pow-
erful, the Supreme, the Most High, the All-Bountiful.

The All-Glorious hath said: “And the other drinketh water
from the two cups” - meaning the cup of eternal, everlasting,
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divine life and the cup of knowledge which is a gift from God,
the Most High, the Most Glorious. It is like an ocean surging
within itself, casting upon the shores of the hearts of the seekers
pearls of wisdom - whoso is given these hath indeed been given
abundant good.

His words, exalted be His mention: “And they were, by God’s
leave, round about the fire” - meaning around the Fire of God
which was kindled and from which the world became aflame,
and from its roaring emerged the Call of God, the Sovereign,
the Powerful, the Self-Subsisting. It blazed at the heart of
contingency and affected all existence such that stones melted
from it, seas boiled, mountains moved, hills crumbled, the liver
of the sun burned, and the heart of every orbiting star melted
away.

His words, exalted be His remembrance: “regarding the two
waters, restrained” - meaning the water of existence and life
which flowed from the clouds of Command in the new creation
upon the most perfect being, and the water of knowledge which
was the seat of the Throne of the All-Merciful before the cre-
ation of the worlds. The description of water is applied to it
because through it all contingent things were given life and all
existing things were stirred, through it is the life of the world,
through it the lands of knowledge flourished and produced ears
of inner meanings and wisdom.

Similarly it is expressed as fire because through it the fire of
God’s love was kindled in the hearts of the righteous among
the pure ones, and the veils of the free were burned away, and
universal motion appeared in the arteries of existence such that
were all humans and jinn to gather together to prevent this
motion from the world, they would be powerless to do so, even
if they were to aid one another.

Likewise the description of air is applied to it because through
its stirring all things were stirred, and it is like the spring
breezes which pass not over any tree among the trees of the
temples of those who have turned unto God except that it
clothed it in the garments of knowledge, adorned it with the
leaves of inner meaning and utterance, and crowned it with the
flowers of wisdom and exposition.

Likewise did it uproot the trees of the temples of the veiled
ones from their very roots and foundation from the ground
of hesitation, rendering them fit for the fire and fuel for the
hell of remoteness. And thus is it called ‘earth’, for through it
was and shall be the tranquility of existence, the assurance of
hearts, the settling of souls, the dignity of the sincere ones, and
the peace of those drawn nigh. Were it not for it, the realities of
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all contingent things would dissolve, the essence of all beings
would cease to exist, the heaven of creation would be cleft
asunder, the earth of invention would be split, the mountains
of identities would crumble, and realities and capacities would
vanish at the clash of the onslaughts of the Most Great Terror,
the Supreme Ordeal, and the earthquake which caused the
pillars of the world to tremble.

Let us return to our subject. He, exalted be His mention,
said: “And upon the other are two rivers in the lands of the
West” — that is, he who refused, grew proud, turned away and
retreated, frowned and denied, drew back on his heels, led his
two companions astray, and whose face was covered with the
dust of fire, known as the Calf, who burned in the lowest fires
with the flames of remoteness.

Indeed, God bestowed upon him the grace of approaching the
two rivers which branched from the Most Great Sea, flowing in
the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Ancient, the two
Most Exalted Names and the two adorned inscriptions which
gave glad tidings to the nations of the manifestation of the
Ancient Beauty, the Primal Point, and awakened the people
to the rising of the Most Great Luminary from the horizon of
guidance, calling out with the most elevated call and crying in
the wilderness of eternity:

“The Kingdom of God has drawn nigh, and the time has come
for contingent being to lay down its burden, for the garments
of existence to be renewed, for the new creation to be gathered
in the new cycle, for the standards of truth to be raised upon
the hills of might and power, for the hosts of the unseen to
come from the heaven of Command, for the angels of light to
descend, and for the darkness concealed in the depths of hearts
to be dispelled.”

7 And these two sweet, palatable, flowing rivers ran in God’s

name in the lands of the West, meaning at the end of the
Dispensation of the Furqan, when signs disappeared and the
radiant rays of the Sun of Truth in that cycle and time set,
such that its light vanished, its stars were concealed, its sun
set, its moon was hidden, and darkness encompassed the east
and west of existence.

Thereby did the sincere ones become certain that the dawn
of guidance and the rising of the Sun of Reality from the
dayspring of eternity drew near, and the time had come for
creation to be awakened from the slumber of vain imaginings
before God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

Then He, exalted and glorified be He, said: “And he had fish
in one of the two gulfs” — meaning this vile, uprooted, false
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soul had fish, that is, followers and adherents who were fish in
one of the two gulfs, meaning they were under the shadow of
the Glorious Name and the Noble Master, and the gulf that
branched from the Most Great Sea, and the honored Light,
and the luminous Countenance, the Word of Kazimayn, upon
him be the glory of God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Self-
Subsisting.

And these fish, although they entered this Most Great Gulf
and arrived at this honored spring and plunged therein and
were associated with it, yet when this noble gulf returned to
the Great Sea, these fish entered the wasteland of this Satan
and fell into abasement and loss.

In manifest loss, they remained heedless of the sweet and liv-
ing waters flowing from the right hand of the Throne of the
All-Merciful, and were veiled by vain imaginings worse than
cattle from the Beauty of God, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Thus did they wander, plunged in the depths of ignorance and
blindness, lost in the wilderness of error and transgression, con-
sumed by the dark smoke of rancor and hatred, veiled from the
Kawthar of life, and deprived of the bounty which descended
from the clouds of the Manifestation of the Lord of Names and
Attributes.

Then said he (may the spirit of all in the kingdom be his sac-
rifice): He said to his two former companions that they were
in the right regarding the latter ones, and that he did not be-
lieve the Truth would arise in the two Hours. That is, that
ignorant and deluded one said to his two former companions —
the two previous Names who were the Harbingers — that they
were right concerning the latter ones, meaning they were upon
the path of the Self-Subsisting and the straight way. He ac-
knowledged and confessed to them both and sought shelter
under their shadow, yet turned away from their Creator and
Sustainer by saying he did not believe the Truth would arise
in the two Hours.

That is, he denied the two Hours and rejected the two Resur-
rections after they had indeed come to pass in truth, and the
great gathering appeared when the veil was removed from the
face of the Most Pure Beauty, and the great catastrophe oc-
curred when the Ancient Beauty rose from the Dawning-Place
of eternity. These two Hours met and joined, such that the
latter became the inner reality of the former.
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Thereby did the earth quake and heaven split asunder, the
pillars of the kingdom of creation trembled, the mountains were
scattered, the seas boiled over, the stars were darkened, the
moons were eclipsed, every pregnant one cast forth her burden,
the tribes and peoples wailed, the peoples and faiths cried out,
and the spirit was seized from every living thing by the first
blast. Then was blown a second blast, whereupon all stood
gazing.

5 The kingdom of creation was illumined when the Beauty of

God, the Most High, the Most Glorious, shone forth and
gleamed from the Dawning-Place of the divine cloud. The
eyes of all things were consoled by the meeting with their
Lord, the darknesses were dispelled, the Most High Kingdom
appeared, and verses were sent down from the heaven of the
King of Names and Attributes.

Then said he (may my spirit be his sacrifice): “And he is as-
suredly in unbelief, both to his own soul and to the two souls
after him.” That is, this wicked soul, cut off, false, and stand-
ing on the brink of the pit of fire, arriving at the edge of a
crumbling precipice, is in unbelief and transgression, error and
loss — both to his own soul and the two rejected souls who were
his companions in enmity and hatred against God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting, they who were dubbed “the mule” and
“the tyrannical calf”

For they were the first to break the Covenant, to manifest
hypocrisy, to show pride before God, to oppose Him, to deny
His proof and reject His sovereignty. Their barking rose up
and their clamor ascended in the Dispensation of the Bayan.
Thereby did they return to the lowest fires, their faces were
covered with the dust of abandonment, and they became of
those most lost in deeds, heaviest in burdens, and lowest in
rank and station. Perdition be unto him, then destruction
be unto him and his like and his helpers. Evil indeed is the
dwelling place of the opposers.

Then said He, exalted be His name: “By God, the Truth!
Judge ye fairly by the truth — which of the two souls from the
two parties was extinguished around the fire?”

O concourse of existence! Look with the most pure vision
which hath been illumined by the most brilliant collyrium and
hath not turned away from the greatest vision on the day of the
manifestation of the Lord of Destiny, and judge with pure truth:
which of the two souls from the two parties was praiseworthy
and accepted around the divine kindled Fire that set the world
ablaze?
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One of these two souls turned to its Lord with a radiant coun-
tenance, a luminous brow, a seeing eye, a hearing ear, and a
tongue speaking in remembrance of God, with a heart aflame
with the fire of God’s love, a spirit enraptured by His attrac-
tions, and a breast wherein His verses were imprinted.

It acknowledged His oneness and confessed His singleness, sub-
mitting to His presence, yielding to His decree and sovereignty.
It sacrificed its spirit, its essence, and its very being in the
path of its Lord. It drew from the divine outpourings and
was illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth, becoming His
Primal Will and the Origin of existence in this wondrous cy-
cle, the First Mention, the Most Glorious Exemplar, the Re-
splendent Light, the Flashing Lightning, the All-Encompassing
Word, and the All-Seeing Eye.

The horizons were illumined by its radiance, paradise was
adorned by its beauty, the cups of the choice sealed wine were
passed round in its name, and the streams of camphor flowed
at its mention. The tongues of the sincere praised it, the birds
in the garden of joy and delight sang of its attributes and
qualities.

It soared to the most exalted Kingdom on wings of holiness,
and ascended to the All-Glorious Companion through the
power of might, attaining the third highest degree through the
grace of its Lord, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious. Blessed
is it, and excellent is its abode!

As for the other soul, it turned its face away in rejection, ar-
rogantly withdrew from the divine court, and returned to hell
in failure and loss. It was made to drink scalding water and
dark fluid as a fitting recompense, and tasted of the tree of
Zaqqum in hatred and dissension. O concourse of existence!
Judge with fairness which of these two souls in both worlds
truly stood firm upon the straight path.
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To: Baha’is of Qazvin, et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O my Lord! I have drawn nigh unto Thee, in the depths of
this darksome night, confiding in Thee with the tongue of my
heart, trembling with joy at the sweet scents that blow from
Thy realm, the All-Glorious, calling unto Thee, saying:

O my Lord, no words do I find to glorify Thee; no way do 1
see for the bird of my mind to soar upward to Thy Kingdom of
Holiness; for Thou, in Thy very essence, art sanctified above
those tributes, and in Thy very being art beyond the reach
of those praises which are offered Thee by the people that
Thou hast created. In the sanctity of Thine own being hast
Thou ever been exalted above the understanding of the learned
among the Company on high, and forever wilt Thou remain
enwrapped within the holiness of Thine own reality, unreached
by the knowledge of those dwellers in Thine exalted Kingdom
who glorify Thy Name.

O God, my God! How can I glorify or describe Thee inacces-
sible as Thou art; immeasurably high and sanctified art Thou
above every description and praise.

O God, my God! Have mercy then upon my helpless state, my
poverty, my misery, my abasement! Give me to drink from the
generous cup of Thy grace and forgiveness, stir me with the
sweet scents of Thy love, gladden my bosom with the light of
Thy knowledge, purify my soul with the mysteries of Thy one-
ness, raise me to life with the gentle breeze that cometh from
the gardens of Thy mercy—till I sever myself from all else but
Thee, and lay hold of the hem of Thy garment of grandeur, and
consign to oblivion all that is not Thee, and be companioned
by the sweet breathings that waft during these Thy days, and
attain unto faithfulness at Thy Threshold of Holiness, and arise
to serve Thy Cause, and to be humble before Thy loved ones,
and, in the presence of Thy favored ones, to be nothingness
itself.

Verily art Thou the Helper, the Sustainer, the Exalted, the
Most Generous.

O God, my God! I beg of Thee by the dawning of the light of
Thy Beauty that hath illumined all the earth, and by the glance
of Thy divine compassion’s eye that considereth all things, and
by the surging sea of Thy bestowals in which all things are im-
mersed, and by Thy streaming clouds of bounty raining down
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gifts upon the essences of all created things, and by the splen-
dors of Thy mercy that existed before ever the world was—to
help Thy chosen ones to be faithful, and assist Thy loved ones
to serve at Thine exalted Threshold, and cause them to gain
the victory through the battalions of Thy might that overpow-
ereth all things, and reinforce them with a great fighting host
from out of the Concourse on high.

O my Lord! They are weak souls standing at Thy door; they
are paupers in Thy courtyard, desperate for Thy grace, in dire
need of Thy succor, turning their faces toward the kingdom of
Thy oneness, yearning for the bounties of Thy bestowals. O
my Lord! Flood Thou their minds with Thy holy light; cleanse
Thou their hearts with the grace of Thine assistance; gladden
their bosoms with the fragrance of the joys that waft from Thy
Company above; make bright their eyes by beholding the signs
and tokens of Thy might; cause them to be the ensigns of pu-
rity, the banners of sanctity waving high above all creatures
on the summits of the earth; make Thou their words to move
hearts which are even as solid rock. May they arise to serve
Thee and dedicate themselves to the Kingdom of Thy divinity,
and set their faces toward the realm of Thy Self-Subsistence,
and spread far and wide Thy signs, and be illumined by Thy
streaming lights, and unfold Thy hidden mysteries. May they
guide Thy servants unto gentle waters and to the fountain of
Thy mercy that welleth and leapeth in the midmost heart of
the Heaven of Thy oneness. May they hoist the sail of detach-
ment upon the Ark of Salvation, and move over the seas of Thy
knowledge; may they spread wide the pinions of unity and by
their aid soar upward to the Kingdom of Thy singleness to
become servants whom the Supreme Concourse will applaud,
whose praises the dwellers in Thine all-glorious realm will ut-
ter; may they hear the heralds of the invisible world as they
raise their cry of the Most Great Glad-Tidings; may they, in
their longing to meet Thee, invoke and pray unto Thee, inton-
ing wondrous orisons at the dawn of light—O my Lord Who
disposest all things—shedding their tears at morningtide and
even, yearning to pass into the shadow of Thy mercy that en-
deth never.

Help them, O my Lord, under all conditions, support them at
all times with Thine angels of holiness, they who are Thine
invisible hosts, Thy heavenly battalions who bring down to
defeat the massed armies of this nether world.

Verily art Thou the Mighty, the Powerful, the Strong, the All-
Encompassing, the One Who hath dominion over all that is.
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) O holy Lord! O Lord of loving-kindness! We stray about Thy

dwelling, longing to behold Thy beauty, and loving all Thy
ways. We are hapless, lowly, and of small account. We are
paupers: show us mercy, give us bounty; look not upon our
failings, hide Thou our endless sins. Whatever we are, still
are we Thine, and what we speak and hear is praise of Thee,
and it is Thy face we seek, Thy path we follow. Thou art the
Lord of loving-kindness, we are sinners and astray and far from
home. Wherefore, O Cloud of Mercy, grant us some drops of
rain. O Flowering Bed of grace, send forth a fragrant breeze.
O Sea of all bestowals, roll towards us a great wave. O Sun
of Bounty, send down a shaft of light. Grant us pity, grant
us grace. By Thy beauty, we come with no provision but our
sins, with no good deeds to tell of, only hopes. Unless Thy
concealing veil doth cover us, and Thy protection shield and
cradle us, what power have these helpless souls to rise and
serve Thee, what substance have these wretched ones to make
a brave display? Thou Who art the Mighty, the All-Powerful,
help us, favor us; withered as we are, revive us with showers
from Thy clouds of grace; lowly as we are, illumine us with
bright rays from the Daystar of Thy oneness. Cast Thou these
thirsty fish into the ocean of Thy mercy, guide Thou this lost
caravan to the shelter of Thy singleness; to the wellspring of
guidance lead Thou the ones who have wandered far astray,
and grant to those who have missed the path a haven within
the precincts of Thy might. Lift Thou to these parched lips
the bounteous and soft-flowing waters of heaven, raise up these
dead to everlasting life. Grant Thou to the blind eyes that will
see. Make Thou the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak. Set
Thou the dispirited ablaze, make Thou the heedless mindful,
warn Thou the proud, awaken those who sleep.

Thou art the Mighty, Thou art the Bestower, Thou art the
Loving. Verily Thou art the Beneficent, the Most Exalted.

2 O ye loved ones of God, ye helpers of this evanescent Servant!

When the Sun of Reality shed its endless bounties from the
Dawning-Point of all desires, and this world of being was lit
with that sacred light from pole to pole, with such intensity did
it cast down its rays that it blotted out the Stygian dark forever,
whereupon this earth of dust became the envy of the spheres
of heaven, and this lowly place took on the state and panoply
of the supernal realm. The gentle breeze of holiness blew over
it, scattering abroad sweet savors; the spring winds of heaven
passed by it, and over it, from the Source of all bestowals,
were wafted fruitful airs that carried boundless grace. Then
the bright dawn rose, and there came tidings of great joy. The
divine springtime was here, pitching its tents in this contingent
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world, so that all creation leapt and danced. The withered
earth brought forth immortal blooms, the dead dust woke to
everlasting life. Then came forth flowers of mystic learning,
and, bespeaking the knowledge of God, fresh greenery from
the ground. The contingent world displayed God’s bounteous
gifts, the visible world reflecting the glories of realms that were
hidden from sight. God’s summons was proclaimed, the table
of the Eternal Covenant was readied, the cup of the Testament
was passed from hand to hand, the universal invitation was sent
forth. Then some among the people were set afire with the wine
of heaven, and some were left without a share of this greatest
of bestowals. The sight and insight of some were illumined
by the light of grace, and there were some who, hearing the
anthems of unity, leapt for joy. There were birds that began to
carol in the gardens of holiness, there were nightingales in the
branches of the rose tree of heaven that raised their plaintive
cries. Then were decked and adorned both the Kingdom on
high and the earth below, and this world became the envy of
high heaven. Yet alas, alas, the neglectful have stayed fast in
their heedless sleep, and the foolish have spurned this most
sacred of bestowals. The blind remain shrouded in their veils,
the deaf have no share in what hath come to pass, the dead
have no hopes of attaining thereto, for even as He saith: “They
despair of the life to come, as the infidels despair that the
dwellers in the tombs will rise again.”

As to you, O ye loved ones of God! Loose your tongues and of-
fer Him thanks; praise ye and glorify the Beauty of the Adored
One, for ye have drunk from this purest of chalices, and ye are
cheered and set aglow with this wine. Ye have detected the
sweet scents of holiness, ye have smelled the musk of faithful-
ness from Joseph’s raiment. Ye have fed on the honeydew of
loyalty from the hands of Him Who is the one alone Beloved,
ye have feasted on immortal dishes at the bounteous banquet
table of the Lord. This plenty is a special favor bestowed by a
loving God, these are blessings and rare gifts deriving from His
grace. In the Gospel He saith: “For many are called, but few
are chosen.” That is, to many is it offered, but rare is the soul
who is singled out to receive the great bestowal of guidance.
“Such is the bounty of God: to whom He will He giveth it, and
of immense bounty is God.”

O ye loved ones of God! From the peoples of the world, against
the Candle of the Covenant discordant winds do beat and blow.
The Nightingale of faithfulness is beset by renegades who are
even as ravens of hate. The Dove of God’s remembrance is
hard pressed by mindless birds of night, and the Gazelle that
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dwelleth in the meadows of God’s love is being hunted down
by ravening beasts. Deadly is the peril, tormenting the pain.

The beloved of the Lord must stand fixed as the mountains,
firm as impregnable walls. Unmoved must they remain by even
the direst adversities, ungrieved by the worst of disasters. Let
them cling to the hem of Almighty God, and put their faith in
the Beauty of the Most High; let them lean on the unfailing
help that cometh from the Ancient Kingdom, and depend on
the care and protection of the generous Lord. Let them at all
times refresh and restore themselves with the dews of heavenly
grace, and with the breaths of the Holy Spirit revive and renew
themselves from moment to moment. Let them rise up to serve
their Lord, and do all in their power to scatter His breathings
of holiness far and wide. Let them be a mighty fortress to
defend His Faith, an impregnable citadel for the hosts of the
Ancient Beauty. Let them faithfully guard the edifice of the
Cause of God from every side; let them become the bright stars
of His luminous skies. For the hordes of darkness are assailing
this Cause from every direction, and the peoples of the earth
are intent on extinguishing this evident Light. And since all
the kindreds of the world are mounting their attack, how can
our attention be diverted, even for a moment? Assuredly be
cognizant of these things, be watchful, and guard the Cause of
God.

The most vital duty, in this day, is to purify your characters, to
correct your manners, and improve your conduct. The beloved
of the Merciful must show forth such character and conduct
among His creatures, that the fragrance of their holiness may
be shed upon the whole world, and may quicken the dead, inas-
much as the purpose of the Manifestation of God and the dawn-
ing of the limitless lights of the Invisible is to educate the souls
of men, and refine the character of every living man—so that
blessed individuals, who have freed themselves from the murk
of the animal world, shall rise up with those qualities which are
the adornings of the reality of man. The purpose is that earth-
lings should turn into the people of Heaven, and those who
walk in darkness should come into the light, and those who are
excluded should join the inner circle of the Kingdom, and those
who are as nothing should become intimates of the everlasting
Glory. It is that the portionless should gain their share of the
boundless sea, and the ignorant drink their fill from the living
fount of knowledge; that those who thirst for blood should for-
sake their savagery, and those who are barbed of claw should
turn gentle and forbearing, and those who love war should seek
instead for true conciliation; it is that the brutal, their talons
razor-sharp, should enjoy the benefits of lasting peace; that
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the foul should learn that there is a realm of purity, and the
tainted find their way to the rivers of holiness.

7 Unless these divine bestowals be revealed from the inner self of

humankind, the bounty of the Manifestation will prove barren,
and the dazzling rays of the Sun of Truth will have no effect
whatever.

Wherefore, O beloved of the Lord, strive ye with heart and
soul to receive a share of His holy attributes and take your
portion of the bounties of His sanctity—that ye may become
the tokens of unity, the standards of singleness, and seek out
the meaning of oneness; that ye may, in this garden of God,
lift up your voices and sing the blissful anthems of the spirit.
Become ye as the birds who offer Him their thanks, and in the
blossoming bowers of life chant ye such melodies as will dazzle
the minds of those who know. Raise ye a banner on the highest
peaks of the world, a flag of God’s favor to ripple and wave in
the winds of His grace; plant ye a tree in the field of life, amid
the roses of this visible world, that will yield a fruitage fresh
and sweet.

I swear by the true Teacher that if ye will act in accord with
the admonitions of God, as revealed in His luminous Tablets,
this darksome dust will mirror forth the Kingdom of heaven,
and this nether world the realm of the All-Glorious.

O ye loved ones of the Lord! Praise be to Him, the unseen,
welling bounties of the Sun of Truth encompass you on every
side, and from every direction the portals of His mercy stand
ajar. Now is the time to take advantage of these bestowals,
and benefit therefrom. Know ye the value of this time, let
not this chance escape you. Stay ye entirely clear of this dark
world’s concerns, and become ye known by the attributes of
those essences that make their home in the Kingdom. Then
shall ye see how intense is the glory of the heavenly Daystar,
and how blinding bright are the tokens of bounty coming out
of the invisible realm.

O ye friends of God! Praise be to God that His Imperial
Majesty is in the utmost degree of kindness, and His Excel-
lency, the Refuge of the Premiership, in the highest station
of justice and cherishing care for the people. It behoveth the
friends, therefore, to occupy themselves, night and day, in pray-
ing for the perpetuity of this mighty and puissant government,
and to arise in gratitude for the justice, succor, and loving-
kindness of His Imperial Majesty, the wearer of the crown; for
this is of the irrevocable ordinances of God, revealed in all the
heavenly Books. And upon you be greeting and praise.
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2 As to those affiliated, those dwelling nearby, and those who

have emigrated: should any mention of them be made other-
wise than for good, let it be known that such speech proceedeth
from self-interest and ulterior motive. Let them be aware.
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To: Unknown, in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

O my God! Thou seest me confessing with my spirit, my being,
my reality and my essence to my powerlessness, my poverty,
my evanescence and my nothingness. I acknowledge my heed-
lessness, my lassitude and my shortcoming in comprehending
even the least sign of Thy oneness. How then can I enumerate
Thy praise? The wings of my thoughts are too weak to ascend
to the summit of existence - how then can they reach the un-
seen glory of the heaven of Thy unity? My imaginations are
but as spiders attempting to weave their webs upon the loftiest
peak of contingent reality - how then can they reach the sacred
domes of Thy mercy?

Sanctified art Thou, O my God, above all mention and praise
- how then can this perishing atom describe Thee? Thou art
holy beyond all thought, feeling and expression - how then can
this vanishing droplet characterize Thee? All the seas thirst
for the outpourings of Thy mercy, and all the suns are in need
of the effulgence of Thy oneness - how much more this withered
reality and these hollow bones!

O Lord! My powerlessness is complete, my poverty manifest,
my abasement established, and my need evident in attempting
to describe even a single attribute of Thy loved ones - how much
more the threshold of Thy holiness! Therefore, O my God, as-
sist me through Thy might and power, and aid me through the
inspirations of Thy holy unity, to praise Thy loved ones whose
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inner beings have been perfumed by the fragrances of Thy ho-
liness, whose hearts have found repose in the outpourings of
Thy companionship, whose realities have been purified by the
signs of Thy unity, and whose innermost souls have been illu-
mined by the effusions of the Sun of Thy singleness. They have
turned their hearts to the Dawning-Place of Thy mercy, their
eyes have been solaced by beholding the lights of Thy divinity,
their nature exalted by the radiance of the orb of Thy divinity.
Their banners have been raised in Thy lands, their fame has
spread throughout Thy realm, they have entered beneath the
shadow of Thy countenance and drawn from the abundance of
Thy unity.

And among them is Thy glorious servant and Thy noble thrall,
that radiant reality, that merciful flame, that sign of Thy di-
vine oneness, who endured every affliction in Thy path, suf-
fered every calamity for love of Thee, was visited by every
misfortune in Thy way, and tasted every grievous torment in
Thy Cause. He believed in Thy mighty Herald at the dawning-
place of splendor, was illumined by Thy manifest Morn shining
over all horizons, and was so enraptured that he hastened unto
the scene of sacrifice in the seat of Thy most glorious Beauty,
within that inviolable fortress. There he was subjected to tor-
ments beyond reckoning, and bore hunger and thirst and afflic-
tion beneath the hail of arrows and the shower of bullets. Yet,
notwithstanding all this, he remembered Thee with his tongue
and in the hidden depths of his heart, supplicating Thee, sev-
ered from all save Thee, communing with the kingdom of Thy
holiness, and saying;:

5 “My Lord! Praise be unto Thee for this bounty which Thou
hast ordained for the choice ones among Thy creatures and
hast singled out for the righteous among Thy servants, in that
Thou hast made me the companion of the Presence of Thy Most
Holy One and the intimate of the Manifestation of Thy Most
Glorious One, against Whom the tyrants of Thy creation and
the oppressors among Thy servants arose, piercing Him with
their sharpened tongues and their keen lances that reached the
heart and soul. Then did they lead Him forth, together with
Thy servants, from that secure refuge, by an oath which, did
they but know it, was tremendous indeed, and to which their
leader swore that he was truthful and trustworthy. Thereafter
they betrayed, rebelled, and transgressed, until they tore the
bodies of Thy loved ones limb from limb, the blood flowed
forth, the members were severed, the parts scattered, the flesh
became the prey of birds, and the bones were cast beneath the
dust. Yet Thou didst rescue this servant, O my God, from the
hand of aggression by Thy power, which overruleth all created
things, that Thou mightest prepare for him what remained of
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his days, until he should be made ready to shine forth beneath
the revelation of Thy Most Great Luminary, whose dawn hath
broken upon all horizons, to receive abundance from the out-
pouring cloud, to draw from the sea of mysteries, to drink from
the fountain of Tasnim, and to be swayed by the breeze of Thy
mighty grace.

Thus did he live, O my God, beneath the swords of the malev-
olent, the arrows of enmity, and the supreme reproach. The
enemies mocked him because he had turned toward the Beauty
of Thy singleness, and the censors reviled him because he had
directed his face unto the kingdom of Thy mercy. Yet he, O
my God, dwelt withdrawn in the corners of oblivion, hidden
from the people of rebellion, draining each day the cup of afflic-
tion and tasting at every moment the bitterness of Thy decree,
until the call was raised from the Abode of everlasting being
in Baghdad. Then did he answer Thy summons, receive illu-
mination from Thy splendor, his face beamed at the sight of
Thy radiance, and his eye was solaced by beholding Thee and
by placing his trust in Thee. Thereupon he arose to call pure
souls unto the center of Thy mercy, to guide sanctified spirits
unto the Dayspring of Thy oneness, to recite Thy verses, to
spread Thy words, to attract the hearts of Thy loved ones, to
announce Thy Manifestation in those regions, and to diffuse
the dawning of Thy light throughout those lands. Thus didst
Thou assist him, O my God, to serve Thy Cause, exalt Thy
Word, spread Thy religion, and promote Thy signs.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having enabled, confirmed
and distinguished him with holy tablets from Thy presence,
and addressed him with words of approval from Thy presence,
until he succeeded in guiding souls to Thy fountain and di-
recting eyes to Thy manifest light. The signs of Thy grace
continued to descend upon him and the effulgences of the sun
of Thy generosity followed one after another, until the pillars
of existence were shaken, the backs of the people of prostra-
tion were broken, the great calamity occurred and the supreme
catastrophe intensified, and the hearts of the loved ones were
troubled. He was a faithful counselor to the God-fearing, a so-
lace to hearts consumed by the fire of anguish, a comforter to
the chosen ones, and an inspiration to all in remaining stead-
fast after the ascension of Thy Most Glorious Beauty. Sorrows
intensified upon him and the weight of grief bore heavily upon
him until he heard the call of the Covenant and the Book of
the Testament was recited throughout all regions. Then his
breast was dilated, his eyes were consoled, his soul was glad-
dened, his darkness was dispelled and his pain was lightened.
He set out for Thy Holy and Fragrant Threshold, arrived at
Thy luminous Spot, rubbed his forehead in the dust of Thy
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court, perfumed his nostrils with the sweet savors of Thy ho-
liness, received the outpourings of Thy luminous garden, and
returned to those distant regions, calling out Thy Name, rejoic-
ing in Thy mention, proclaiming Thy Covenant and promoting
Thy Testament.

And he found not, O my God, a receptive ear but that he
caused it to hear, nor a ready soul but that he quickened it,
nor a waiting spirit but that he gave it glad tidings, nor a pure
reality but that he revived it. No span of time passed over him
but that longing was stirred within his heart, and day by day
his spirit waxed in yearning for the sight of the Holy Land and
the visitation of the sanctified Dust, until the reins of patience
slipped from his grasp. Thereupon, notwithstanding failing
strength, feebleness of limb, the domination of illness, and utter
inability for movement, he set forth once again toward that
luminous Spot and that sanctified and merciful holy Soil. It
was, O my God, his yearning that impelled him, his love that
bore him onward, his passion that guided him, the resting-place
of the Most Effulgent Beauty and that fragrant and hallowed
dust that drew him, and the verses of Thy unity, shining forth
from this blessed, holy, and exalted Spot, that served him as
his guide upon the way.

Thus was he honored by attaining unto the sacred and radiant
Threshold, and he covered his face and hair in the dust of this
land, which Thou hast ever made the center of Thy most great
signs and the dawning-place of Thy lights, through which earth
and heaven have been illumined. And for a time, through Thy
grace and bounty, he tarried in this place, though bedridden,
frail in health, wasted in body, and trembling in every limb.
Yet, O my God, whenever he inhaled the fragrance of that
verdant meadow and mighty garden, his spirit was revived and
life renewed within him. Thereafter he returned unto the home-
land of Thy most glorious Beauty, bearing with him a blessing
from Thy verdant garden, gladdened by mighty tidings, and
relying upon the spread of Thy verses in the Green Island, the
homeland of Thy most glorious Beauty. Then were the loved
ones, O my Beloved, rejoiced by his return to those regions,
and increased in attraction to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom
and in ardor through the fire kindled in the Sinai of the Divine
Lote-Tree.

When doubting papers from the skeptics reached him, he re-
mained silent, hoping they would cease their enmity and hatred.
Then, seeing no benefit in silence and inattention, he wrote a
decisive reply and sent a sharp sword to one of the doubters,
reproaching him for his great sin, calling him to the straight

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo s Sapyy Slissd o 2lized
Sl Uobin o T, V1 el fgt;‘w S U
Sl T St Uon S5 T 20

wwm\,u;\ Al b

5 la 2 V5 i by s bt V1 3an
Vi 5o ade e Loy Ll VI 587 2
4\.»,.’91}: dogy 3ly s g\y%\aﬁéw\
Q,J\,)LJ,MAA\W,\O»LMLMM
J\b}ao,\:ww\rbj.\,\g\&\aﬂb_&\
2 550 il 5 gl % A 5 10,590 Gk
:‘:\HLLEJ ;IMQ\W)&)E\&)C
Bl AL 0K LS~ o Sl pe
.@,mt,,woxu,;m,}.‘;y
G s 5 hall gl LA, 531 U
) oda e Wbl S5 ol M\
WRIE-WVIR T

5 s sl Reddl) amll O

S b i d @) 025V 0ds Ol o e

o5 Sl e 5 S S

dlﬁ)\uﬁo.ln vi»};-w\} ué)y\a
@b,@,um\mggﬁfj‘m

it LVl Gl I e A0
i) 3, (« Uk AL oSy 6N
5 o) we sl LA 2Rl A
st‘\“ Sl by I o p 3L s3d
‘W ey S o . J;)" g
ERECHIE I R NP SROIFEN
b oV Sl o o] adi) 54
P APAIEd" IRy df;b'[ﬁ,‘y\
NI X <A TR KRBT N

T 5y (3 58,00 L0
SN sl Sl Bl ade 355
A2 ) 3 3 o gl oS
[KPE N o s O Sl e 580
2y b M ae N o i ooyl 5 labls

95



Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

ABO00073

path, and guiding him to the manifest light, that he might be
reminded by wise remembrance.

He then attracted hearts to the Ancient Covenant, guided souls
on the straight path, and led the birds to the spring of life. He
spared no effort, O my God, in serving Thy Cause, exalting
Thy Word, and spreading Thy Faith, until his last breath, when
his soul was gladdened by ascending to the Kingdom of Thy
mercy. His spirit, O my Beloved, longed to soar to the heights
of Thy Lordship. So he ascended unto Thee, gladdened by Thy
glad-tidings, attracted by Thy fragrances, enlightened by Thy
manifestations, drawn to approach Thee, to behold Thee, and
to stand before Thee.

My God, my God! Bless his arrival and make goodly his ad-
vent in Thy most exalted dwelling-place and Thy most holy
garden. Shelter him in the proximity of Thy greatest mercy,
give him to drink from the cup of bounty, and remove the veil
that he may be honored to attain Thy presence, rest in the
shade of the Ultimate Tree, and sing upon the blessed tree
the most wondrous melodies and varied songs, O my Lord, the
All-Merciful.

Aid all who are related to him, O my God, with that which
Thou didst aid him in times past, and make them his partners
in character as Thou hast made them his branches by descent,
that they may water his plant, bring forth his shoots, kindle his
lamp, and revive his mighty standards and magnify his ancient
rites. Verily, Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and
Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

It is daybreak, and from the rising-point of the invisible realms
of God, the light of unity is dawning; and streaming and beat-
ing down from the hidden world of the Kingdom of oneness
there cometh a flood of abounding grace. Glad tidings of the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl (b llae ) ol 555 ol e
Sl p S e 28 Yo bl
O Se Shla 81 5 bl Ol Oler

96

BRL__DAK#0635,


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v016/?page=203
https://www.bahai.org/r/023570007
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA1/ma1-164.html

[N

w

i

ot

Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

ABO00073

Kingdom are sounding from every side, and wafting in from
every direction are the first morning signs of the exalting of
God’s Word and the upraising of His Cause. The word of
unity is spreading, the verses of oneness are being sung, the
sea of God’s bestowals is tossing high its waves, and in plung-
ing cataracts His blessings are pouring down.

The confirmations of Him Who is the Ever-Forgiving have
wrapped every clime in light, the armies of the Company on
high are rushing forward to do battle at the side of the friends
of the Lord and carry the day, the fame of the Ancient Beauty
— may my life be offered up for His loved ones — resoundeth
from pole to pole and word of the Holy Cause hath spread to
east and west.

All these things bring joy to the heart, and yet Abdu’l-Baha is
sunk deep in an ocean of grief, and pain and anguish have so
affected my limbs and members that utter weakness hath over-
taken my whole body. Note ye that when, singly and alone,
with none to second me, I upraised the call of God around the
world, the peoples thereof rose up to oppose, to dispute, to
deny. On one side, it is clear how the religionists of the past
have mounted their attack at all points; again, there cometh
word of the lying mockers and the extreme limits to which they
are going to pull out the Divine Tree by the roots. What ma-
licious and slanderous charges they bring against the Ancient
Beauty, what pamphlets filled with wicked and depraved alle-
gations they are busily writing and spreading against the Most
Great Name! And now, in deepest secrecy, they are straining
every nerve to deal this Faith a fearsome blow.

Again have the prideful devised all manner of plots and
schemes to completely disable the Cause of God and to erase
the name of Abdu’l-Baha from the Book of Life.

And now, added to all these tribulations, these miseries, these
enemy attacks, there hath arisen a dust cloud of ill will amongst
the believers themselves. This in spite of the fact that the
Cause of the Ancient Beauty is the very essence of love, the very
channel of oneness, existing only that all may become the waves
of one sea, and bright stars of the same endless sky, and pearls
within the shell of singleness, and gleaming jewels quarried
from the mines of unity; that they may become servants one
to another, adore one another, bless one another, praise one
another; that each one may loose his tongue and extol the rest
without exception, each one voice his gratitude to all the rest;
that all should lift up their eyes to the horizon of glory, and
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remember that they are linked to the Holy Threshold; that
they should see nothing but good in one another, hear nothing
but praise of one another, and speak no word of one another
save only to praise.

There are indeed certain ones who tread this way of righteous-
ness, and God be thanked, these are strengthened and sup-
ported by heavenly power in every land. But others have not
arisen as they ought to this gloried and exalted station, and
this doth lay upon the heart of ‘Abdu’la€’Baha a heavy burden
of grief, of inconceivable grief. For no tempest more perilous
than this could ever assail the Cause of God, nor could any-
thing else so diminish the influence of His Word.

It behooveth all the beloved of God to become as one, to gather
together under the protection of a single flag, to stand for a
uniform body of opinion, to follow one and the same pathway,
to hold fast to a single resolve. Let them forget their divergent
theories and put aside their conflicting views since, God be
praised, our purpose is one, our goal is one. We are the servants
of one Threshold, we all draw our nourishment from the same
one Source, we all are gathered in the shade of the same high
Tabernacle, we all are sheltered under the one celestial Tree.

O beloved of the Lord! If any soul speak ill of an absent one,
the only result will clearly be this: he will dampen the zeal
of the friends and tend to make them indifferent. For backbit-
ing is divisive, it is the leading cause among the friends of a
disposition to withdraw. If any individual should speak ill of
one who is absent, it is incumbent on his hearers, in a spiritual
and friendly manner, to stop him, and say in effect: would
this detraction serve any useful purpose? Would it please the
Blessed Beauty, contribute to the lasting honour of the friends,
promote the holy Faith, support the Covenant, or be of any
possible benefit to any soul? No, never! On the contrary, it
would make the dust to settle so thickly on the heart that the
ears would hear no more, and the eyes would no longer behold
the light of truth.

If, however, a person setteth about speaking well of another,
opening his lips to praise another, he will touch an answering
chord in his hearers and they will be stirred up by the breath-
ings of God. Their hearts and souls will rejoice to know that,
God be thanked, here is a soul in the Faith who is a focus of
human perfections, a very embodiment of the bounties of the
Lord, one whose tongue is eloquent, and whose face shineth,
in whatever gathering he may be, one who hath victory upon
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his brow, and who is a being sustained by the sweet savours of

God.

) Now which is the better way? I swear this by the beauty of the

Lord: whensoever I hear good of the friends, my heart filleth
up with joy; but whensoever I find even a hint that they are on
bad terms one with another, I am overwhelmed by grief. Such
is the condition of Abdu’l-Baha. Then judge from this where
your duty lieth.

God be praised, wherever we turn, the Ancient Beauty hath
opened wide the gates of grace, and hath in unmistakable
words announced glad tidings of victory through the Lord’s
sustaining help. Through love hath He carried off the hearts
of the believers, and He hath entrusted their triumph to the
armies of the Concourse on high.

Now amidst all the peoples of the world must the beloved arise,
with a heart even as the day-star, a strong inward urge, a
shining brow, a musk-scented breath, a tongue speaking ever of
God, an exposition crystal-clear, a high resolve, a power born
of heaven, a spiritual character, a confirmation nothing short
of the divine. Let them one and all become as a splendour on
the horizon of heaven, and in the skies of the world a dazzling
star. Let them be fruitful trees in the celestial bowers, sweet-
scented blooms in the divine gardens; let them be verses of
perfection on the page of the universe, words of oneness in the
Book of Life. This is the first age, and the early beginnings
of the dispensation of the Most Great Light, wherefore, within
this century, virtues must be acquired, goodly qualities must be
perfected within this span of time. In these very days the Abha
Paradise must pitch its pavilions on the plains of the world.
The lights of reality must now be revealed, and the secrets of
God’s bestowals must now be made known, and now must the
olden grace shine forth and this world change into the pleasure-
ground of heaven, the garden of God. And out of pure hearts,
and through heavenly bounties, all the perfections, qualities
and attributes of the divine must now be made manifest.

At all times doth Abdu’l-Baha supplicate and with tears en-
treat the Almighty at the sacred Threshold, and crieth out:

“O Thou kind Lord! We are servants of Thy Threshold, taking
shelter at Thy holy Door. We seek no refuge save only this
strong pillar, turn nowhere for a haven but unto Thy safekeep-
ing. Protect us, bless us, support us, make us such that we
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shall love but Thy good pleasure, utter only Thy praise, follow
only the pathway of truth, that we may become rich enough
to dispense with all save Thee, and receive our gifts from the
sea of Thy beneficence, that we may ever strive to exalt Thy
Cause and to spread Thy sweet savours far and wide, that we
may become oblivious of self and occupied only with Thee, and
disown all else and be caught up in Thee.

“O Thou Provider, O Thou Forgiver! Grant us Thy grace and
loving-kindness, Thy gifts and Thy bestowals, and sustain us,
that we may attain our goal. Thou art the Powerful, the Able,
the Knower, the Seer; and verily Thou art the Generous, and
verily Thou art the All-Merciful, and verily Thou art the Ever-
Forgiving, He to Whom repentance is due, He Who forgiveth
even the most grievous of sins.”

SWAB#193, BSW#16.04x, BPRY.023-024x, LOG#0323x
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast borne every hardship in the path of God!

> The Most Great Name, in this mortal world, chose to endure a
hundred thousand afflictions fraught with anguish and sorrow,
that He might teach the gems of being the law of detachment,
and instruct the noble realities and essences of men in the
way and manner of them that sacrifice themselves. At one
time He was made a captive, at another laden with chains and
fetters; now cast beneath the lash, and again subjected to the
tyranny of the age; one day fallen into the hands of officers and
oppressors, another in the grip of sinful and cruel tyrants; at
times confined to the depths of a dungeon, at times imprisoned
among murderers and thieves; one day exposed to the threat of
sword and blade, another made the target of poison and bullet.
Never for a moment did He find repose, nor for an instant lay
His head upon the pillow of ease and rest. At length, after these
trials and tribulations, He winged His way from the Most Great
Prison unto the Kingdom of holiness, unveiled His face in the
concourse on high, and left this feeble servant behind, before
friend and stranger alike, as a memorial of His own calamities
and woes.

Praise be to God that He caused even that distraught wanderer,
that agitated and love-intoxicated one, to be inebriated and
enraptured by this brimming cup, and made him a prey, in the
hands of the slanderous, the ill-natured, and the malevolent,
to snare and hook. For the present we are intimate with grief,
and the companion of heart’s blood. These dewdrops are but
the sprinklings of that brimming goblet which the Beloved of
all horizons drank, and these droplets are but a sip from that
overflowing cup which that cherished Lover quaffed. Be that as
it may, whatever hath in truth come to pass is, in its ultimate
issue, a repeller of harm and a subduer of the alien. Though
outwardly it be humiliation, inwardly and truly it is exaltation;
though at the beginning it seemeth the opening chapter of
oppression, in the end it is sealed with the tokens of grace.

If for that Wronged One no secure and recognized resting-place
for His sacred remains could be obtained, no mattereth; for the
holy body of the Spirit [Jesus| was likewise cast into a refuse-
heap, purified though it was, and remained for three hundred
years unknown and hidden. After three centuries, the mother
of Constantine, Helena the queen, came unto Jerusalem, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B o G Baze §JF ol

do Lz rju::.s & 55 s ol o
Loy pler o o8 5350, 6l ol
Loss# gl 5 Obel 5 25l el o)
Ai el (2 L3 gl 018 (A el
SL36 5 5o g5 sy s e 53 S
S 53 2y ale) s2 M (ghsy 5 213
ollU: ‘Aé‘-‘,).) é;; Jlﬁé\ O\)K}"”_} dU}O
585 Gle Oy s S OLE aF
A D3 Shay OBl 5 OB 2 s oS
B S p) S Sy b
Ao o 5 CEI ooy Jel Sl B2 s
35 55 s bl s Wk et |y Cams
S L s 8K

5 aadl g Glogw 428 L 0TS 1) s ae
G o 3 558 5L el G131 55 15 Bl
A Ol s LS a S 3y s
el e 5§ Caad (-\; el Ol
S ol g s Js 0 L ol
Gl Gz § ol Glas LK Ol Sloib
Sl o el e m OB ) s A
s 21 b wslil 5o Godas OF &
518 s o ls el GAL
23 A5 Cadt by Cul (g pllay s
@l cule s by cl Olldel &£ Ll

ol

et pben Byt pae S0, pgllae OF
o e 8 ol e oK
JL«M&);}J{\"/)AJ;L;M\)
Podly dlo do (o iy a6 5 Jpgt
SV e el il B3 8 atlad

101

1

2



Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

AB00141

after much searching they approximately determined a certain
spot in that heap.

Come now and behold what passeth in these days. The hal-
lowed remains of His Holiness the Exalted One—may the souls
of all worlds be a ransom for Him—have not yet found a resting-
place. The host of the infidels ploughed up, from end to end,
the plain of Karbila and sowed it over, that they might efface
the grave and the place of martyrdom. The meaning is this:
such happenings are a cause of honor unto the friends of God,
and not of abasement. Nevertheless, since you have deemed
it fitting, a letter hath been written to Egypt regarding assis-
tance in the purchase of land for a cemetery. A copy thereof
is enclosed. Peruse it.

; Concerning the printing press, you had written, but its dif-

ficulties have not, until now, been resolved; and continually
the shareholders are demanding their respective shares. More
especially do they press Jinab-i-Samandar—upon him be the
glory of God, the All-Glorious—for payment, and he in turn
referreth the matter back, and replies are given according to
what first appeareth expedient. At present this affair invol-
veth several complications. Yet be patient for a while. I have,
with regard to the press, a particular plan of my own; God
willing, it shall prove better than what hath thus far been con-
ceived. Do ye occupy yourselves with diffusing the fragrances
of holiness and safeguarding the inviolable stronghold of the
Covenant and Testament, for the tempests and hurricanes of
instability have compassed all around. Excuse the delay that
hath occurred until now in answering your letters. In any case,
ever call to mind the Blessed Beauty—my spirit be a sacrifice
to His loved ones—and keep before your eyes His sacred good-
pleasure. Should souls fail to show steadfastness and firmness,
the upraised banners shall be reversed, and the Cause of God
be wholly effaced and overthrown.

O precious soul! This is the time for steadfastness and the hour
for constancy in the Covenant of the Beauty of the All-Merciful.
The faltering feet imagine that this Covenant shall be utterly
abolished and destroyed. They have raised the standard of op-
pression and make claim to being of the oppressed. Javad of
Qazvin hath exerted himself to spread calumnies whereby he
may conceal his violation of the Divine Covenant, and make
the witless suppose that he clingeth to the Book of God, while
this servant, having forsaken the Book and dishonoured the
Cause of God, hath arisen in oppression. He hath committed
such wrong as, from the beginning of existence until now, no
shadow like unto it hath fallen. Praised be God, you are aware
of the whisperings he harboured here, in the inmost secrecy,
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from the very first. Now, with utmost audacity and reckless-
ness, he is openly bent on impairing the Cause of God and this
servant. Consider ye: did the Blessed Beauty leave any station
of hesitation for any soul in this Most Great Cycle? Did He
leave any room for doubt? In the Kitab-i-Aqdas, which abro-
gateth all former Books, He set it forth in explicit and decisive
words thirty years ago; He nurtured all the friends; throughout
all the Tablets He spoke of the Covenant and Testament; He
prayed for and praised those who clung thereto; He censured
the violators and the wavering; and thereafter, by the trace of
the Most Exalted Pen, He revealed the Book of the Covenant.

Notwithstanding this, mere children such as Javad and his like
have arisen with idle trifles, that they may cause this radiant
star of the Divine Covenant and Testament to sink beneath
the horizon of the world, and extinguish this shining candle.
Far, far be it! The odors of doubts are indeed abroad, and
the hosts of Covenant-breaking are on the attack. Make firm
thy step, and let thy heart be steadfast as a mighty mountain.
With a speaking tongue, a settled heart, and a radiant face,
call the souls unto steadfastness and firmness, lest the Gog of
instability and the Magog of Covenant-breaking make a breach
in this impregnable wall. And upon thee be the glory, and upon
every one who holdeth fast to the Covenant of God and His
Testament; and woe unto every wicked violator.

This is a copy of a letter that was written concerning assistance
toward the purchase of land for a cemetery in Egypt:

In India, a number of ravening beasts have been stirred up;
they have raised a tumult and outcry, kindled sedition, and
spread slanderous leaflets. They have prevented the sacred re-
mains of the friends from being buried in their own cemeteries.
One of the loved ones cast off his elemental frame and has-
tened unto the divine world; yet his hallowed body remained
exposed in the square and became the object of the contempt
of brutal officers. At last that wronged one was buried in the
graveyards of thieves and murderers and oppressors. Though
this insult and indignity, in the path of the one God, are in
truth the very essence of honour, and this abasement in reality
exaltation, still, so far as possible, the friends must be held in
honour both in life and in death.

Therefore the intention of the friends in India is to purchase a
parcel of land and make of it a cemetery; but their means do
not suffice. Wherefore, if the friends are able to lend assistance
and render some aid, it would be most desirable.
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To: Haji Mulla Husayn Lari, in Jidda
Date: 1900 or <

O my God, the All-Loving! Thou seest me from Thy Kingdom
of holiness and the Heaven of Thy oneness, in the hands of a
pack of fierce wolves and a band of predatory beasts who have
turned back on their heels, broken their Covenant, violated
Thy testament, denied Thy signs, grown proud before the Cen-
ter of Thy Covenant, shown arrogance towards Thee, turned
their faces from Thy beauty, and claimed that Thou hast erred
in Thy Cause by directing all to the Source of the expression
of Thy verses and calling all to turn to the Dawning-place of
Thy bounty and the Dayspring of Thy gifts.

2 O Lord! They have torn my heart to pieces and burned my
soul with a fire that blazes in my breast. They have risen in
calumny, showing no mercy for the flood of my tears, nor being
satisfied with the arrows of hatred from enemies that have
pierced my heart. O Lord! The earth with all its vastness has
grown strait for me, and all crises have intensified, leaving me
no safe haven that could serve as my surest shelter. Therefore,
raise me up unto Thee, O my Most Glorious Lord, and admit
me into the protection of Thy great mercy. Verily, Thou art
the Most Merciful of the merciful.

3 Blessed is the soul that has been purified and has known its
corruption and its righteousness. Blessed is the spirit that
has been stirred by the breath of the All-Merciful. Blessed is
the nostril that has been perfumed by the fragrances of God.
Blessed is the heart that has been gladdened by the breezes
of God. Blessed is the eye that has beheld the beauty of God.
Blessed is the ear that has hearkened unto the words of God.
Blessed is the form that has arisen to serve the Cause of God.
Blessed are the innermost parts that have been consumed by
the fire of the love of God. Blessed is the liver that has melted
from the flames of devotion in the path of God. Blessed is
the soul that has remained faithful to God’s Covenant, whom
no blame from any blamer in the Cause of God could deter,
and whom the arrows of doubt from perverted souls, veiled
spirits, and sick minds heedless of God’s remembrance could
not affect. Blessed is the soul whose outward is the same as its
inward, and whose inward is the same as its outward; whom
its Lord has guided, whose veils He has rent asunder, whose
abode He has honored, and whom He has given to drink of a
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cup tempered with camphor. By the life of God! Its face shall
shine in the Most Glorious Kingdom with a light by which the
earth and heaven are illumined, and its feet shall stand firm
upon this path that extends through the heart of creation.

The descendant of that honored one was encompassed by the
glance of favor, and the greatest good was destined for him,
yet a mighty barrier appeared and a severe obstacle emerged
- and God is the Keeper of secrets. That honored one, praise
be to God, attained the presence of the Manifestation and was
blessed to hear His utterance. Eventually you will know the
worth of this precious pearl of the divine Covenant, for this
unique gem was nurtured in the embrace of the Most Glorious
Kingdom and was threaded upon the Pen of the Most High,
and from the beginning of creation had no peer or likeness. Yet
a few children have gathered together and fallen into the delu-
sion that they might cast the Joseph of the Covenant into the
well of oblivion and themselves become renowned throughout
the city and market, selling this precious pearl for a paltry sum
and striving to promote worthless pottery, heedless that the
divine Joseph of Egypt shall, despite every envious opponent,
emerge from the depths of the well and, through the grace of
the Blessed Beauty, ascend to the zenith of the moon. Ere
long you shall observe that through the confirmations of the
Abha Kingdom, the standard of the Covenant shall wave at the
pole of the horizons, and the lamp of the Testament shall shine
so brightly in the glass of contingent being that the darkness
of violation shall be utterly dispelled, and the cry “By God!
Indeed God has preferred him above all humanity” shall be
heard. Let there be some reflection upon past events and the
truth of the matter will become clear and evident.

5 Say: O Sheikh, this Covenant is the light of the horizons and

this Testament of the Lord of Lords is not a plaything of chil-
dren. Say: Soon you shall find yourselves in manifest loss, and
your loss shall become evident and clear, and ere long total
loss shall utterly destroy the foundation. Say: May the first
loss, God willing, be the cause of awakening. And what is the
cause of this loss and what is the reason for this detriment?

; In any case, observe with new and penetrating vision so that

you may discover the true intentions of those who plot and
scheme, and consider “they say with their tongues what is not
in their hearts” - in the Qur’an about which group is this?
Explain to them “When they meet those who believe, they say
‘We believe,” but when they are alone with their evil ones, they
say ‘We are only mocking”’ and clarify “God will mock them
and leave them to wander blindly in their rebellion.” Say to
the previous Yahya and subsequent Yamut that the Children
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of Israel carved for themselves the Samiri and the calf like the
violators, not the divinely appointed Joshua son of Nun. You
erred and made a mistake in so greatly insulting and degrading
the appointed Center. If the Ancient Beauty were to address
you saying: “How did you call My Center of the Covenant, My
Branch sprung from the Ancient Root, My appointee in the
Clear Book, and the Interpreter of My Book a ‘calf’?

O Yahya, where is your shame? What answer will you give?
If you could not assist, why did you harm? If you could not
be a balm, why did you wound? Was not the Most Holy Book
revealed thirty years ago? Did I not call all to obey the Branch
that had sprung forth? Did I not guide all to submission? Did
I not designate him as the Interpreter of the Clear Book? Did
I not awaken most of the loved ones? Did I not distinguish him
from all others before everyone? Did I not take his Covenant
and Testament through the Supreme Pen? And did I not com-
mand all the Branches, Twigs and kindred to turn to him - did
I not command this in explicit terms? What more can I do?
How can I make the command more firm?

O Yahya, how shameless! How couldst thou deny this mani-
fest Light and level such grievous calumny against this mighty
Testament? What injury didst thou receive from Him, that
thou shouldst wish such abasement upon Him? What hard-
ship didst thou endure from Him, that thou shouldst manifest
such intense hatred? What answer wilt thou give? While there
is yet time, choose the path of remorse, turn in repentance and
contrition. Bareheaded, raise thy cry of “Unclean!” in moun-
tain and desert. Like the Oxus, let tears and blood stream
from thine eyes. Keep company with lamentation and regret.
Perchance the breeze of forgiveness may blow, and the filth of
rebellion be cleansed away. Perchance the ocean of mercy may
surge, and the clouds of pardon may rain down, washing away
these stains of violation. Otherwise, await divine retribution
and expect disgrace in both worlds. By the life of God! Abase-
ment shall flee from thee for its abundance, and loss shall take
refuge with the All-Merciful from thee. Thou shalt find thyself
in the lowest depths of hell. Abasement, regret and abandon-
ment be upon those who have violated the Covenant of God,
the Most High, the Most Great.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast laid hold on the Cord of the Covenant! Thy
detailed letter was received and considered. Though numerous
afflictions, like deadly poison, have affected my limbs and joints
to such extent that my pen is stayed from writing and my
tongue from speech, and though my occupations have reached
a degree that defieth description, yet owing to the surging love
this servant hath for thee, a spiritual answer conforming to
the divine command shall be given, brief yet comprehensive,
so that from each of its portals a hundred portals may open.
Otherwise, the pages of the universe could not contain it all.

Thou hadst asked about the wisdom of referring certain im-
portant laws to the House of Justice. First, know that this
divine Dispensation is purely spiritual and merciful and hath
little connection with physical and earthly matters, even as the
Dispensation of Christ was purely spiritual. In all the Gospels
there were but the law forbidding divorce and the reference to
the abolition of the Sabbath - all other laws were spiritual and
pertained to heavenly virtues, as Christ said: “The Son of man
came not to judge the world but to give it life.”

Similarly, this Most Great Dispensation is purely spiritual and
bestoweth eternal life, for the foundation of God’s religion is
to adorn human conduct, refine character and reform behavior,
so that veiled souls may attain the station of witnessing, and
darkened, imperfect realities may become illumined.

All other laws are branches of faith, certitude and recognition.
Nevertheless, since this blessed Cycle is the greatest of divine
Dispensations, it encompasses all spiritual and physical degrees
and possesses utmost power and sovereignty. Therefore, the
fundamental matters that constitute the Law of God are ex-
plicitly recorded, while secondary matters are referred to the
House of Justice. The wisdom in this is that time does not
remain constant; change and transformation are among the es-
sential characteristics of the contingent world and of time and
place. Thus the House of Justice implements what each time
requires.
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Let it not be thought that the House of Justice will decide
according to its own concepts and opinions. God forbid! The
Supreme House of Justice will make decisions and establish
laws through the inspiration and confirmation of the Holy
Spirit, for it is under the protection, unerring guidance and
shelter of the Ancient Beauty. Whatever it decides is obliga-
tory and must be obeyed by all, and there is no way for any-
one to dissent. Say: O people! Verily the Supreme House of
Justice is under the wing of your Lord, the Compassionate,
the Merciful - that is, under His protection, His guardianship,
His shelter and His care, for He hath commanded the assured
believers to obey that sanctified and divinely-ordained body.
Thus its sovereignty is spiritual and merciful, and its laws are
inspired and heavenly.

i In this wise, the purpose and wisdom of referring civil laws to

the House of Justice is this: In the Dispensation of the Qur’an
likewise, not all laws were explicitly revealed - indeed, not even
a tenth part of a tenth were expressly stated. Though all impor-
tant matters were mentioned, there were assuredly a myriad
laws that remained unmentioned. Later, the divines deduced
them according to the principles of jurisprudence. In those
earlier Dispensations, individual divines made different deduc-
tions which were put into effect. But now deduction is the right
of the body of the House of Justice, and the deductions and
conclusions of individual learned men have no authority, un-
less they are endorsed by the House of Justice. The difference
is precisely this, that from the conclusions and endorsement
of the House of Justice, whose members are elected by and
known to the universal Baha’i community, no dissension will
arise; whereas the conclusions of individual divines would def-
initely lead to differences, and result in schism, division, and
dispersion. The oneness of the Word would be destroyed, the
unity of the Faith of God would disappear, and the edifice of
the Law of God would be shaken.

As for marriage, it is entirely a matter of civil law, yet in the
Law of God its conditions are set forth and its fundamentals
are made clear. However, the marriage of close relatives is
not explicitly mentioned and is referred to the House of Jus-
tice, which will decide according to the principles of civiliza-
tion, the requirements of medicine and wisdom, and human
nature. There is no doubt that according to the principles of
civilization, medicine, and nature, marriage between distant
relations is preferable to marriage between close relations. In
view of this consideration, although marriage between relatives
was not actually forbidden in the Christian Dispensation since
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there was no explicit prohibition, nevertheless the early Chris-
tian councils completely forbade marriage between relatives up
to seven generations, though now it is permitted in all Chris-
tian denominations since this is purely a civil matter.

In brief, whatever the House of Justice ordains on this mat-
ter is the decisive and binding command of God. None may
transgress it. When you consider this, it becomes evident how
wise it is to refer civil laws to the House of Justice. For when-
ever difficulties arise due to compelling circumstances in any
matter, the House of Justice, having previously issued a decree,
can again issue a special decree for that specific situation as
required by the compelling circumstances, thus resolving any
major problem. For whatever the House of Justice decrees, it
can also revoke. In the Qur’an too, there was the matter of
discretionary punishment which was left to the authority of
those in power. There were no explicit texts regarding degrees
of punishment; it was left to the judgment of the rulers, and
such punishment ranged from verbal reprimand to execution,
which formed the basis of most governance in Islam.

In brief, this Most Great Cycle has been established in such a
way that its laws are suitable and appropriate for all ages and
times, unlike previous religions whose laws are now impossible
to execute. For instance, consider that the laws of the Torah
cannot possibly be implemented today, as it contains ten death
penalties. Similarly, according to the law of the Qur’an, the
hand is cut off for the theft of ten dirhams. The execution of
such a law is impossible today - no, by God! But this holy
Divine Law is suited to all times, ages, and cycles. “Thus have
We made you a middle nation, that ye may be witnesses over
mankind, and that the Messenger may be a witness over you.”

The eloquent poetry and expressive verses which were arranged
with charming themes were read and recited. In truth, they
are worthy of being chanted in gatherings of unity. And upon
thee be glory.

BRL__CUHJ#19x, BSW#19.20x, COC#0728x, COC#0763x, LOG#1068x,
SW_v134#12 p.323-324x, PN_1906 p047, LOIR08.257, BLO_PT#006,
BLO__ PT#209

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

4 g ale g 0o OV s dof

Las 5l 2 pa) 5o Jadll iy o2 ol
Sar Sl bl b F» ole
.nf Syime AL Ao O Nl Held
Cob s (KA Cl?)\ R s
G L) ol CRo pllas jan J)
Gltn 53 QU1 ) 8 558 ol /,me
Gle )13 O Jal cy Cdsl alaS £
St o Jadl Cy oL sy eols |y
Lo 3 o5 02 Slgn 4y o Oleld
l5 .AJLC J.}L,a Lsaw .)u-\> g/" udra;
\J.a JJ\’J\;’\; 44\ \jJ >}M§)jv\;’@3
F;&Mﬂdbj‘)ég\:\jﬂ@ﬁ%é
LS’J‘A’ Sy /%Y\ L;)‘ "OJ‘JL' C-b 4{ 6y
by sl Lo 5 0 03 8 Slas 5
JB tam o b Ol tam s Bl i OV )
J.}f\rm\dn);@p)\.u{nj

Sy u:J

w2\ S S el r&p\,; O sl

g Bl s e 26l 8 clout
Jo & & G #2055 5 slas!
B o [ P
S5 A e 0l Bs (K1 8
W}—‘ﬁ}‘jjﬁﬁg’“{“e‘u
C8 SE 03 St OB Cm B K
&Q&CJ.‘ Sl dle 55ds 0y Cs
£ Blor bl Saniin a2 o Ll Ly Y
! ;U” &fj)ﬁﬁ_} Oleyl 5 S
Sy 5555 s O e Tt 1558 ey

et e
MWW{MUL\) )l&w‘
W‘d%-’; uj%;u\j sjo-\m(skg

‘Lr:”J C,.w‘ A::-j Jsls'- BL J:;j )\)\J""
INBAT72:012, INBA59:275b, INBA89:156,
BRL__DAK#0710, BRL__CUHJP#19x,
AHB_ 120BE #03-06 p.05, DWNP__ v3#05

109


http://www.bahai.org/r/318979410
https://www.bahai.org/r/304632465
http://bahai-library.com/hornby_lights_guidance_2.html&chapter=2#n1068
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_13/Issue_12
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1906.pdf#page=47
http://irfancolloquia.org/u/momen_functioning
https://bahai-library.com/momen_abdul-baha_functioning_uhj
https://bahai-library.com/abdulbaha_uhj_principles_jurisprudence
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=15
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=277
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=159
https://www.bahai.org/r/280964152
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1073.pdf#page=5
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/the-dawn-vol-3-burma-1925
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/the-dawn-vol-3-burma-1925

Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

ABO00179

p.033-035, RHQM1.302-304 (370) (222-

223x)

ABO00179

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1900 or <

O Abul-Fadl, his mother and brother! For some time the sweet
fragrance of meaning from the gardens of the heart of that foun-
tain of knowledge has not reached the nostrils of the longing
ones, and the heat of passionate movement has not set aflame
the harvest of the hearts of true friends. Although a detailed
letter was sent at the beginning of the burning caused by sep-
aration from the Beloved of all horizons, no sign of its receipt
appeared and no indication of its acceptance was manifested.
It is evident that this dejection and withering stems from the
intensity of burning in separation from the Beloved of all hori-
zons, and this lifelessness from the abundance of grief in this
supreme calamity. However, the lights of the Sun of Truth
know no setting, and the waves of the Most Great Ocean know
no stillness or concealment. The outpourings of the Abha King-
dom are continuous, and the effulgences of the Supreme Realm
are successive. The vernal clouds of grace are abundantly rain-
ing, and the arteries of the love of God are pulsing in the body
of contingent being. Confirmations from the Supreme Com-
panion are consecutive, and divine success from the Almighty
is unceasing.

2 Though that most luminous Sun has set from the nearest hori-
zon, which is the horizon of contingent being, it has risen and
shines forth from the supreme horizon. If until now mortal
eyes were deprived, prevented and veiled from beholding the
Sun of luminous Truth due to physical clouds, now that veil
which in every age and era was the means of denial has been
removed. For in all times of Manifestation, when His Manifes-
tations of Oneness rose from the dawning-place of possibility,
their greatest excuse was that they would say “Thou art but
a man like us” and “This is none other than a mortal like
yourselves.” In brief, they considered the appearance of those
Manifestations of Oneness from human temples as cause for re-
jection and made it reason for denial. Yet after their ascension,
they would become believers and assured ones, for they would
no longer observe the human person, thus becoming aware of
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divine power, proofs and evidences, becoming manifestations
of “thy sight today is keen.”

If you observe, it becomes evident that in all ages the exalta-
tion of the Word of God occurred after the ascension of the
Dawning-places of light to the supreme horizon, for people by
nature prefer and find more attractive belief in the unseen. In
all times, on the day of Manifestation they denied and showed
pride, sought excuses and nested in the den of vain imagin-
ings. When they observed one appearing in human form with
physical similarities, they remained veiled from the divine gift,
like Satan who looked at the earthly body and physical form
of Adam and remained blind to that infinite treasure which is
the greatest divine gift and noblest human attribute, saying
“Thou didst create me from fire, and him Thou didst create
from clay.”

In brief, in the Book of Certitude, the human temple is likened
to a cloud and the luminous reality to the sun, thus interpreting
the Gospel verse “then shall they see the Son of man coming
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

Now is the time for burning and enkindlement, the time for
calling and attraction. It is time to surge like the sea and flash
and roar like the clouds, to strive like the dove of the garden
of faithfulness in melody and song, and to warble and sing like
the birds of the heaven of eternity. O nightingales of the rose
garden of guidance...

O hoopoe birds of the Sheba of divine favors! This is the time
for exhilaration and fervor, the season for melody and song.
Sit not in dejection, nor rest in sorrow and grief. Take wing to
the highest heaven and begin your song in the rose garden of
guidance. Make for the Sheba of the All-Merciful and set forth
toward the meadows of the Lord, the Bestower. If you sing
not in this divine springtime, in what season will you begin
your melody and become intimate companions to the flowers
of inner meaning?

O Abu’l-Fadl! This burning fire of your Sadrih, these effulgent
lights of your love, these waves of your ocean of recognition,
these fragrances from your gardens of certitude, these melodies
of yours that bring joy to all ears, these perfumed breezes of
yours that fill the nostrils of all creation, this attraction of your
heart, this expansion of your breast, this gladness of your spirit,
this burning of your flame, this kindling of your fire-brand -
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abandon stillness, even though in these days of dejection due to
intense sorrows it be praised and commended. Come forth from
the corner of inaction and make for the heights of acceptance.
Soar in this Most Glorious atmosphere and enter the garden of
God’s Cause through your arising to diffuse His holy fragrances
and exalt His Word - an arising that will shake the pillars of
misbelief and cause the limbs of those veiled from the Lord
of Lords to tremble, that will raise high the banners of divine
knowledge, unfurl the standards of certitude, cause the flags of
explanation to wave, and hoist the sail of life upon the ark of
salvation on the sea of contingent being.

His honor Aga Siyyid Muhammad wrote in detail regarding
your journey to Bombay. His honor Aqa Mirza ‘Azizu’llah
will present the details. If it meets with approval, it appears
your presence there will bear fresh fruit. Should you decide to
undertake this journey, it seems best that you first visit the
Holy Shrine, then set out in that direction. The spirit, glory
and praise be upon you.

This was written with utmost haste - please forgive me.

‘Abduhu ‘Abbas

The treatise of proofs from your pure pen was read and recited.
In gratitude for the favors of the Most Holy One, we opened
our tongue in praise that through His Most Glorious Kingdom’s
confirmations He has raised up souls who arise to guide all the
peoples of the world, whose speech, utterance and power of
proof have no peer or equal among all nations. We thank Him
for having caused you to speak His praise and enabled you to
set forth His proof and establish His arguments and evidences
and manifest His Cause throughout His creation. Were people
to possess attentive ears, pure minds, assured souls and clear
hearts, this treatise would suffice them. I beseech God to make
you a sign of guidance, a standard of righteousness, a beacon
of divine knowledge, a dawning-place of certitude, one who
prepares the way and guides to the straight path among the
concourse of existence, and a leader of the hosts of life in the
kingdom of the visible world. Verily He confirmeth whom He
willeth and He is powerful over all things. Glory be upon you.

SW__v134#05 p.107-109
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Date: 1900 or <

O noble Branch of the Blessed Tree!

That which thou didst write hath been duly observed. In truth,
the difficulties are extreme and grievous afHictions have de-
scended. Yet if thou wilt turn thy heart toward the manifold
forms and realities of spiritual trials, thou wilt behold the re-
lation thereof as that of a drop unto the sea, and at times as a
mere straw before a matchless mountain. For those trials and
tribulations pertain to the body and the flesh, and not unto
the spirit. Whatever befalleth the body is light and easy, but
those hardships and torments that are spiritual are arduous
and without end.

All that hath occurred in Bombay is wholly a cause of the ex-
altation of the Cause of God and the promotion of the religion
of God. Be not, therefore, sorrowful and dejected. Unless the
storm arise, unless the waves be stirred, unless the severity of
snow and blizzard and the frost and bitter cold of winter de-
scend, the season of spring will not breathe forth its musky
breeze, the plain and mountain will not become verdant and
tulip-clad, the face of meadow and field will not grow green
and blossom-like, flowers and buds will not open, nor will the
tree bear its pleasant fruit. This freshness, this delicacy, this
sweetness of spring proceedeth from the rigour and intensity of
winter and the tempests of autumn. The meaning is this: be
not disheartened or cast down by these events. Reflect but a
little upon the injuries and calamities endured by the Blessed
Beauty—my spirit be a sacrifice to His loved ones—and upon
the imprisonment and martyrdom of His Holiness the Exalted
One—my spirit be offered up for Him. Then shall all these
poisons be changed into antidote, and all these bitternesses be
made sweet.

After the ascension of the Blessed Beauty, is it seemly that
we should seek repose and ease, or that we should pursue se-
curity and safety? Nay, by God! The cup of affliction must
assuredly be made sweet upon the tongue, and the portion
of cruelty must of a certainty be met with breasts made the
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target thereof. Were it otherwise, what fruit would there be
in existence, and what distinction would remain between the
heedless and the people of adoration? The meaning is not that
one should move contrary to wisdom—God forbid! Wisdom
hath in all the Tablets been mentioned, accepted, and ordained.
The meaning rather is that one must not become sorrowful and
downcast, for this causeth deprivation. Yet wisdom must in ev-
ery circumstance be duly regarded, lest it become the occasion
of universal tumult.

Now it behoveth us, who are the branches of this Divine Tree,
to endure with utmost forbearance, dignity, and composure,
and, toward a people full of suspicion and vain imaginings, to
conduct ourselves, on the contrary, so far as possible, with
love and kindness; to walk with a radiant heart, a heavenly
spirit, a merciful rapture, and a godly intention; and never
to be offended by any soul, nor to suffer distress on account
of anyone. Pray rather for the transgressors, that God may
awaken them and rouse them from this sleep of heedlessness.
It hath ever been thus: the loved ones and chosen ones of God
have always been afflicted. And what better than this—that
a man should be wronged! God forbid that he should become
a wrongdoer. To be wronged is the attribute of the servant at
the Threshold, and servitude is the mark of the righteous.

That land, in comparison with other regions of the world, is a
place of freedom, prosperity, and flourishing order. The govern-
ment is supportive, though the enmity of the people runneth
counter thereto. A measure of endurance is therefore required,
and wisdom must be put into effect. As to acquiring a par-
cel of land, it would be preferable, if possible, to obtain it in
the name of a religious endowment; if that be not possible,
then acquire it in the name of a cemetery. A letter hath been
written to Egypt concerning assistance, and a copy of what
was written is being sent. Concerning the burial of that soul
who hath ascended unto God, so far as is possible—and unless
impossible—it should be in the place where he passed away,
for such is the explicit text. It may be that the enemies will
communicate with Karbila and prevent burial there also. Es-
pecially since, as hath been written, that ascended soul had
never any desire to be buried among the common graves. If
possible, bury him in the new ground under the name of a
trust; then, when some time hath passed and the matter is for-
gotten, none will raise objection. In this matter consultation
is required. Take counsel together, and carry out that which
will conduce to dignity and honour.

You had also written concerning the wrong that in these days
hath befallen His noble Majesty the King, and indeed all the
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people of Iran, in that certain malevolent persons had con-
ceived vain suspicions. Glory be to God! For forty years the
Blessed Beauty, in obedience and submission to this wronged
sovereign, sent forth explicit commandments and directed all
unto loyalty and servitude. He most certainly cut off sedition,
and declared that all kings are the manifestations of power
and the dawning-places of the glory of the Lord of glory. He
made clear that obedience unto them is obligatory and bind-
ing, expressly and without the least allusion to the contrary,
and expounded the rights of kings upon the necks of their sub-
jects. This community did He train, in every circumstance,
to patience, quietude, meek suffering, and obedience. That
wronged monarch, moreover, for many years had shown the
utmost protection toward this community. How then could
the least discourtesy toward him ever be imagined from this
people? Cursed be the presumptuous! Cursed be the mur-
derers! Cursed be the oppressors who are content with this
grievous wrong! Praised be God, the truth was soon made
known—and more evident than this, clearer even than clarity
itself—for the reality of the matter shineth forth as the sun.

Be that as it may, this sudden event became the cause of great
sorrow, regret, and distress. In truth, in Iran a seed of corrup-
tion hath been sown whose harm shall be witnessed for ages
and centuries. Cursed be the corrupters! “The sedition was
asleep; may God curse him who awakened it.” From this deed
it becometh evident that much corruption lieth concealed in
Iran. Pray that God may preserve it. For the present, place
your trust in God, and be steadfast and firm. God willing, the
people of that land will grow quiet, the corrupters will ere long
repent of their corruption, and the true nature of this commu-
nity, and the sanctity and purity of the Cause of God, will
become clear and manifest. Grieve not.
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To: Son of Mashhadi Taqi
Date: 1900 or <

O descendant of three noble ones! Your noble uncle, the ven-
erable Haji Hasan, with a countenance bright as the moon,
would day and night burn with passion in the gathering of the
enamored and the assembly of the devoted. At times, from the
intensity of the fire of the love of God, he would blaze like a
flame and consume the veils of the frozen ones, and at times,
like the spring rain with weeping eyes, he would begin to cry
and lament. Though he never attended any school for lessons
and learning, he was a sugar-breaking parrot of knowledge and
understanding. Though he was raised in a merchant’s cham-
ber, in the gathering of divine knowledge he would speak with
utmost eloquence and grace. He was a believer in the Primal
Point, may my soul be a sacrifice unto Him, and became as-
sured of the Ancient Beauty, may my soul be a sacrifice unto
His resting-place. He sacrificed his life and wealth, and offered
up his honor and dignity. He became a sign of sanctification
and raised the banner of unity. He was articulate and perfect,
a clear herald of truth, until in Adhirbayjan the malevolent
lay in ambush and secretly martyred that unique lover of the
Ever-Living Beauty. Today in the pole of the Abha Kingdom,
he is in rapture and ecstasy with the melody of the Supreme
Concourse, in a state of attraction and wonderment. “Think
not of those who are slain in God’s way as dead. Nay, they
live, finding their sustenance in the presence of their Lord.”
And peace be upon him the day he was born, and the day he
was martyred, and the day he shall be raised up in the Abha
Kingdom. And glory be upon him!

Your second noble uncle, the venerable Haji Ja’far, was full of
enthusiasm and, like a blazing flame, his warmth affected both
friend and stranger. When he became intoxicated from the
cup of love for the peerless Beloved, he abandoned his home
and nest, and in the Land of Mystery attained the honor of at-
taining the holy presence. For a time, he lived in complete joy
and attraction, and when the Sun of the horizons was moved
to this Most Great Prison and he was prevented from joining,
he immediately cut his own throat with a dagger by his own
hand and sacrificed his blood at the feet of his heart-ravishing
Beloved. But his appointed time had not come, and impris-
onment in the company of the Most Great Name had been
ordained; therefore, miraculously that severance was joined,
and that wound healed. In this prison of tribulation and Most
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Great Prison, he spent some time in utmost hardship, and fi-
nally drank the cup of death with ultimate joy. Blessed is he
and excellent is his end. And now he dwells in the seat of truth
with the Sovereign, the All-Powerful, in complete joy.

As for thy noble father - the essence of piety and sign of guid-
ance - the honored Mashhadi Taqi, upon him be the Most Glori-
ous Glory of God, through the guidance of his uncle, his honor
Haji Hassan, he turned to the manifest horizon and gained
bounties from the great grace. He illumined his face with the
lights of guidance and made his heart a rose garden with the
verses of piety and the sweet basils of purity. Day and night
he was engaged in the remembrance of Truth and remained
distant and detached from all else. He possessed an illumined
heart and a joyous spirit. He too arrived in the Land of Mys-
tery and became aware of the mystery of truth. Day and night
he remained quiet and silent, and in gatherings he was atten-
tive and cognizant. He kept his eyes closed to the world and
its peoples, and his heart was filled with the fear and awe of
God, until he was imprisoned and, along with his uncle Haji
Ja’far, was incarcerated in this Most Great Prison. For several
years he endured hardship and difficulty, yet remained in com-
plete contentment and submission, grateful for the afflictions
and trials, until in prison, in utmost oppression and spiritual
attraction, with tearful eyes and a burning heart, he ascended
to the Kingdom of God. Now he is established upon the throne
of ancient glory and in the Abha Kingdom he partakes of the
life-giving holy fragrances.

He addresses thee saying: “O my son! I was a servant at the
threshold and among the servants of the friends. For many
years I lived in this realm and strived with heart and soul in
servitude to the Court of Oneness. Through the grace and fa-
vor of the Ancient Beauty, with a radiant countenance like the
sun I hastened to the Abha Kingdom, leaving thee as my re-
membrance. O son! Keep my lamp burning bright in this lower
kingdom [so that in the supreme Kingdom, in the gathering on
high, I may remember thee with sanctification and praise and
seek confirmations for thee. O son! Light my candle] and make
my tree bear fruit. Make my foundation prosperous and my
edifice firm and strong. O son! Make my stream flow and my
lane prosperous and flourishing. O son! Be a servant of the
Covenant and a sign of the bestowals of the Luminary of the
horizons. Hold fast to the Covenant and become a manifesta-
tion of the favors of God. O son! Be a hundred-petalled rose
in my garden and a sweet-singing nightingale in my rosebush,
that thy life-giving melody may reach, like the roar of a whale
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in the sea of divine love, to the highest horizon and enter the
ears of the dwellers of the Abha Kingdom, so that in the gath-
ering of the celestial ones I may glory in thy existence and in
the sanctuaries of the Kingdom I may be occupied with thy
mention.”

Convey to Abdullah, Mahdi-Quli and Taqi the Most Glorious
Greetings from this servant on behalf of that one who has as-

el s ey Jol L A 2o 2 Ky
SR s e b Ay sl @S ok
plre 53 5 gl LBl 5 sy Sy

035 dpite 5 5 oS
L}ub,&g%ub;&\wub-
JJ)\\)&J,uJu}ﬁLC-\cLMd\)KJL

cended to the Kingdom of the Glorious Lord. And the Glory WU Al t;u \@\ﬁg doxs|

be upon thee and upon all who have turned to the Lord, the _u_\ 5 u)\ 4 U3 u{ e

Generous, the Praised. = ’ T ?
INBA88:231, AKHA_117BE #11-12 p.b

ADMS#272

AB00251

To: Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi
Date: 1900 or <

O longtime friend! O steadfast one in the Covenant! Although
for a long time, due to numerous obstacles, I have not found
the opportunity to write to you with utmost spirituality, yet
in truth the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loved ones - is aware and conscious that my heart and soul
are fully alert, and I draw not a breath except that I remember
you and seek joy and gladness, beseeching God to open wide
the gates of happiness and delight from every direction, and to
confirm you in all conditions, that you may share in servitude
at the Sacred Threshold with this chief of those smitten with
love, and be an intimate companion to this prince of the enrap-
tured ones. In brief, my purpose is to say that I have constantly
remembered you and have not rested for a moment, offering
whatsoever supplications and entreaties were necessary at the
Sacred Court, and I await the results of those prayers. Verily,
my Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Bestower.

Concerning the corruption of the heedless ones about which
you wrote: praise be to God, their schemes have recoiled upon
their own necks, and He has hung their fate around their necks.
God will bring forth for them a book which they shall find
unfolded before them, and He will scatter the pearls of grace
upon the heads of His servants, while His gifts increase not the
people of pride save in haughtiness and aversion.
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Now the friends of God must strive to establish the founda-
tion of eternal glory - that is, to be associated with the people
through divine attributes. They must be forbearing and mild,
truthful and trustworthy, humble and submissive, benevolent
and kind. They must obey the government and show goodwill
toward all peoples. Should anyone fail to follow the path of
justice and commit oppression and tyranny, they must pay no
heed, but rather respond to cruelty with faithfulness, and to
the sting of the serpent with honey and sweetness. They must
counter abuse with care, and ignorance with knowledge and
wisdom. They must respond to cursing and striking with praise
and concealment, and treat wounds and injuries with love and
healing. They must employ every means, that through the aid
and grace of the One True God, they may demonstrate truth-
fulness and trustworthiness to both government and people.

The foundation of all evil is ignorance and lack of understand-
ing. Therefore, one must lay hold of the means of insight and
knowledge, teach good character, and bring light to the hori-
zons, so that in the school of humanity they may acquire spir-
itual attributes. They should be convinced that no hell or fire
is worse than corrupt morals and character, and no torment or
punishment is more severe than blameworthy qualities. Train-
ing should reach such a degree that cutting one’s throat would
be more pleasant than telling a detestable lie, and the wound
of sword and spear easier to bear than anger and calumny. The
fire of zeal should blaze forth and consume the harvest of pas-
sion and desire. Each of the friends of God should shine like
the bright moon with divine attributes, and their connection
to the Divine Threshold should become real, not metaphorical
- the very foundation, not mere ornamentation.

5 Therefore, children’s schools must be perfectly organized,

teaching and learning firmly established, and the refinement
and improvement of character properly systematized, so that
in early childhood divine foundations may be laid in the reality
of children and a godly structure raised. Consider this matter
of education, refinement, improvement, encouragement and
stimulation as most important, for it is the very foundation
of divine teaching. God willing, from these divine schools
may arise illumined children endowed with the noblest human
perfections, who may become the cause of the enlightenment
of Iran and indeed the entire world.

Education and refinement after maturity becomes extremely
difficult. Experience has shown that despite utmost effort to
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change even one trait in someone’s character, it proves impos-
sible. If today they become somewhat aware, after a few days
they forget and return to their habitual state and accustomed
ways. Therefore, this firm foundation must be laid in child-
hood, for while the branch is fresh and tender, it can easily be
made straight and upright.

The point is that the foundation of divine teaching is heav-
enly attributes, which are the adornment of human reality,
and knowledge and learning, which are the cause of human
progress. In this matter the friends of God must show the
utmost importance and zeal. Furthermore, convey to all the
friends of God the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings
with utmost longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

The teachings for children’s schools are extensive, and there
is no time now to elaborate, so a brief outline is provided:
First, training in manners and character, refinement of qual-
ities, encouragement to acquire perfections, urging adherence
to the religion of God and firmness in God’s law, complete
obedience and submission to just government, truthfulness and
trustworthiness toward the present throne, benevolence toward
all humanity, kindness to all peoples, learning beneficial arts
and foreign languages, good conduct, persistence in offering
prayers for the good of kings and subjects, and avoiding the
reading of books of materialistic sects and naturalistic peoples,
as well as love stories and romantic compositions. The essence
of all lessons is confined to the acquisition of human perfec-
tions. These are the teachings and arrangements for schools
that are briefly recorded here.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

SWAB#111x, BRL_SOCIAL#191x, BSW#16.24x, COC#0628x, COC#2221x,
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Date: 1900 or <

To be typed. INBA88:090, DUR1.543x
AB00275

To: Ibn-i Dakhil Mulla Husayn, in Maraghih
Date: 1900 or <

O descendant of the illustrious Dakhil! Your letter was noted
and its contents brought joy and delight, for it mentioned the
divine friends and described the sincerity, purity and faithful-
ness of the loved ones of the Abha Beauty. Certainly those
who dwell under the shadow of the Most Great Name must be
thus. Yet it is hoped that each of the friends may, like the
morning breezes, in utmost delicacy become the cause of awak-
ening and awareness in others, for today the reinforcements
of the Abha Kingdom continuously descend upon the sincere
among the teachers, as these spiritual hosts are engaged in the
field of battle and are the focus of the King’s gaze. Therefore
we beseech at the threshold of the Abha Beauty that He may
assist and confirm the loved ones of that blessed region in all
things.

Praise be to God that the banner of sanctification is raised
high in all horizons and the fame of Truth is renowned in East
and West. O loved ones! This is the time for endeavor, the
moment for sacrifice and arising to faithfulness to the Merciful
Beloved. As for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s shortcomings in writing and
correspondence, these are due to the multitude of tribulations,
occupations, and the intensity of sedition, corruption and the
pride of the indolent ones - may God guide them, for they do
not allow a moment’s rest. There are some who are idle, at ease
and comfortable - no teaching, no chanting, no glorification,
no sanctification, no toil, no hardship, no effort, no trade, no
craft, no farming. Day and night they think only of sedition
and corruption. Each day a snake of corruption emerges from
their bag.
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And ‘Abdu’l-Baha, alone and single-handed, is engaged in
struggle with the peoples of East and West at every point.
At times He arrays the battle lines in the civilized lands of
America, at times He enters the field of war in the wilderness
of Africa. Sometimes He deals with the attacks and stonings
of the followers of the Qur’an in every part of Iran, and
sometimes He rises to defend against the people of the Bayan.
At times He becomes the refuge of the army in India, and at
times He leads troops in Rangoon and along the shores of the
Oxus. Night and day He is occupied with communications
and responses, solving problems, dissolving resolves, and
answering difficulties. Continuously, persistently, day and
night, He extinguishes the fire of corruption kindled by the
proud ones in every quarter, dispels doubts,
allegorical questions. One day they create disorder in the local
government, another day they kindle the fire of calumnies
through officials at the provincial center, and carry out secret
schemes which cause the exile and banishment of the Center
of the Covenant.

and answers

One day they sent the hyena of Burujird to the embassy of the
eternal Iranian state, where he uttered all manner of calumnies
and nonsense. Now that obstinate one is at the embassy of the
sublime state in Tehran, striving in every way to bring about
the death and affliction of this wronged one, corresponding in
code with the Center of violation about this matter. Night
and day they labor at this purpose, until God decrees what
He wills and fate seals what it ordains. If they are engaged in
corruption and sedition, praise be to God that ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is occupied day and night with reformation and improvement.
If they have made this wronged one’s blood of no account, this
homeless one thinks only of the deliverance and salvation of
all, and the comfort and ease of everyone. They consider the
spreading of doubts as the means of life; this servant regards
the promotion of clear verses as the means of salvation. They
deem the shame and disgrace of the Cause of God and the
joy of enemies as the cause of glory; this servant considers the
diffusion of divine fragrances and the exaltation of the Word of
God as the essence of servitude. Verily God does not prosper
the work of the corrupt ones.

Observe that the indolent ones and the people of pride - have
they until now produced even a mustard seed’s worth of fruit?
Have they made even one heedless person aware, or awakened
one who slept? Have they taught even a single soul? No, by
God! They have only, in the extremity of pride and vainglory,
striven through improper means to mislead souls, composed
papers of doubts and spread them abroad, that they might
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destroy the divine Covenant’s edifice and cause division and
separation among the Merciful One’s loved ones. This is the
endeavor, zeal, courage and valor of the people of pride. And
when they were frustrated and failed in all parts of the world,
and the standard of the Covenant waved over the horizons, they
arose to create corruption, sedition and calumny before the
political authorities, that they might remove ‘Abdu’l-Baha and
prepare an arena for themselves. But vain is all they do! If the
sweet water of the river should vanish, those with divine taste
will not gather round bitter salt. If the luminous flame should
be extinguished, the moth will not circle around darkness. This
is the latest scheme of these people.

In any case, given these occupations, afflictions and difficulties
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, how can He maintain continuous correspon-
dence with each of the friends in every place? Praise be to God
that they have become like an endless ocean. And the Glory
be upon you.
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To: Baha’is of Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my God! Thou art He Whose mercy hath pre-
ceded all things, Whose bounty hath encompassed all, Whose
proof hath been established, Whose Word hath been exalted,
Whose signs have become renowned, Whose evidences have
been made clear, Whose lights have shone forth, and Whose
traces have spread far and wide. The clouds of Thy bestowal
have rained down, and the rivers of Thy knowledge have flowed.
I implore Thee and beseech Thee to send the holy fragrances
of Thy sanctity upon that far-reaching distant shore, and with
them to perfume the nostrils of the loved ones of God who have
turned their faces purely toward Thee, who have directed them-
selves wholly unto Thee, who have been attracted by the fire of
Thy love, whose inner beings have been purified by the light of
Thy knowledge, whose consciences have been illumined by the
radiance of the lamp of Thy bestowal, and whose hearts have
stirred and grown by the outpouring of the clouds of Thy guid-
ance, bringing forth the flowers of Thy grace. O Lord! Make
firm their feet upon Thy straight path, and guide them along
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the right way. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, Thou art
the Most Merciful, Thou art the Ancient, the Compassionate,
the All-Kind.

O loved ones of God! Adverse winds have surrounded the Lamp
of the Covenant, and the waves of hatred have encompassed
the Ark of Salvation. The darkness of night seeks to resist
the shining light, the dung beetle of the ash heap seeks to de-
stroy the nightingale of the rose garden, and the ill-omened
owl would rival the eagle soaring to the heights of the Eter-
nal Living One. The insects would darken the sunlight of the
Covenant, and the bats call the manifest light darkness. There-
fore, they have arisen from every direction to create corruption,
have raised the dust of sedition, and have made vigorous at-
tempts that perchance by these contrary winds they might
extinguish the bright lamp and tarnish the pure gold. Far, far
from it! The hand of discord shall never bring low the banner
of the Covenant, and the dust of dissension shall never reach
the heights of the light of the horizons. The lowly fly cannot
resist the majestic eagle, and the dust of doubts cannot veil
the light of the Covenant.

Their utmost power extends only over the earthly frame, not
the celestial spirit, and the ultimate strength of these blame-
worthy people can only destroy the physical temple, not the
divine gift. Praise be to God, the Lamp of the Covenant is
radiant, and the Moon of the Testament shines bright upon
the horizons. Should the clouds covering the earthly temple
disperse, the light of the horizon of Truth will shine forth more
brilliantly, and the lamp of the All-Merciful will gleam more
brightly. The glass has no permanence, and the clouds no
endurance. The earthly niche will vanish, and the clouds of
the physical body will scatter. The light of servitude shines
most intensely when the niche disappears, and the Lamp of
the Covenant radiates most brightly after the breaking of the
glass.

The power of divine confirmations and the abundance of heav-
enly bestowals have, in all ages, become manifest after the
martyrdom of the pure ones. Though the star of their earthly
existence may have outwardly set in the west of nothingness,
yet the morning of their bestowal has dawned, and the lights of
their servitude, like the radiance of dawn, have spread across
the vast expanse of the encompassing heaven.

The purpose is that the loved ones of God must be like moun-
tains of iron - steady and firm, showing the utmost dignity and
composure, neither disturbed by any incident nor confused by
any event. The winds of upheaval may move a straw, but not a
mountain, and contrary winds and the tempest of events may
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extinguish a weak lamp, but not the flame of light and the
radiance of Sinai.

i It is evident that this Cause is mighty and this matter mo-

mentous. This is the Most Great Day of God and the Most
Great Catastrophe, for this is the first century and the age of
the Ancient Beauty. Surely great events will occur and severe
upheavals will appear through the efforts of the people of sedi-
tion. If the loved ones of God arise to serve the Cause with
supreme steadfastness and the greatest bounty, with firm steps
and steadfast hearts, with celestial power and divine confirma-
tion, with spiritual detachment and godly attraction, with holy
spirits and luminous flames, with heavenly radiance - then shall
necks bow before them, faces humble themselves, and heads
be lowered. From the dawning-place of possibility, they shall
shine forth like the full moon, such that the surface of the
earth shall become like the azure heaven, adorned with count-
less stars, and the radiance of their pure servitude shall extend
from the lowest depths to the Most Glorious Kingdom. For
such as this let the strivers strive!

O loved ones of God! In this Most Great Tempest, make the
Ark of Steadfastness your dwelling place. This is the ark of
deliverance and the ship of life. Enter therein, unfurl its sails,
and say: “In the Name of God be its course and its anchorage.”
And glory be upon you!

His honor Samandar, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, mentioned each one of you and sought confirmation
and success for each at the Holy Threshold and the Purified
Tomb. We hope that its effect will soon become manifest like
the brilliant sun. We wished to write a separate letter to each
one individually, but the severity of trials, the multitude of
tribulations and seditions, the onslaught of the people of viola-
tion, their successive false complaints to the government, lack
of time, and disturbed conditions prevented this. However, on
the tablet of the heart, a detailed message has been inscribed
for each one, and this is greater than letters written on paper.
Be thankful to God for this, for verily He will assist you and
grant you success in all conditions. And glory be upon you!
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To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your inscribed letter was
received and its abundant meanings understood. Praise be to
God that in this journey you were confirmed in outstanding
services and endured severe trials and tribulations in your love
for the Ancient Beauty.

It is related that Paul and Peter entered a city whose inhabi-
tants were Sabeans. When they entered the temple and, with
perfect wisdom, began counseling those present and guiding
them, gradually some souls were attracted. Immediately the
Jews, sensing the influence of their words, hastened to that
city and cast doubts, causing souls to waver and turn away
from the slight attraction they had shown to the Spirit of God.
Finally, they incited that great multitude to harm these two
noble ones, and they stretched forth such oppressive hands that
the Jews were pleased. They beat those two wanderers in the
path of God’s love to such a degree that no strength remained,
and they fell to the ground. Then the obstinate people, at the
instigation of the Jews, dragged those two praiseworthy lights
outside the city. That night, they drank the sweet cup of tribu-
lation in utmost torment, and from the severity of bone pain
could not move.

In the morning, Paul arose and said, “O Peter, arise and has-
ten! There is a city nearby where on such a day each year there
is a general market, and great multitudes gather from every di-
rection. We must hasten to that city and begin counseling,
opening our tongues in supreme guidance. Perhaps some souls
will rend asunder the veil of remoteness and become illumined
by the light of guidance, open their eyes and adorn their hearts
with divine knowledge.” Peter said, “O Paul, fear God! My
bones are nearly shattered from severe pain, and weakness of
body and exhaustion are such that movement is impossible.
How can we hasten to that place?” Paul replied, “O Peter,
if these blows, piercing wounds and killing were not in God’s
path, what sweetness would there be to taste, what comfort to
heart and soul? The pleasure and sweetness lie in this: that
we cry out and they revile; we speak and they strike. Arise,
O Peter! Let not the opportunity slip away. Consider the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

9 A bede jjhus Gy Olg s b G

Sl Jhwr () 55 & A p s 5 55n Glas
53 okt lan 5 L (328 e 4l
G258 J.é‘: (u\é ds 2

Sl s 4 b u“jg’:"{wd".‘.‘})
3 Nog el 31 LLs O dla) el
Comay R JK 5 5,15 das 5 O
boiss culds 5 SIS 5 amsls, o ol
sm@,é K58 LB SH SU i o5
Ol dinsd |y Ol e #4350 plati
L s g ding Sled sl aslats ol
et § QB SH Sl st Ji
Ol Cudle sl 2 pte Wng 0048 &3
Nn s O sl KA i &
sye & 03,28 Jyllr Cos Ol 5 NS
B 2 e toyl) 5o OF 5 aizS O
5 Gl Gy Qb S Samn Ko
33 0 o Sl 35 B dmy LB ey
w0l Oles )y 52 5
olp oo K Olde et sty os o
S~ Olgeal sy TS BYRTRE N W

Al g2
ex o @l G s Wy e
59 Ol 53 5 Kosy b ol
&2 355 s Lk Ay Ol s Jle a
A 0L ab w55 pa Ok s 5l
Sl 0L (»5 Comeai BN (J—M
Sl fexy, sk Al JUE oS
UK e 05 e s s s Ky
LS ol bl Al 0B s
i ) o Ol i s 5 g
s A5 -’Jf e Sl Kiny 55
Cf-{f{é@)%ﬁ;)fe&“ﬁ-
2> o glety Ol Ry VTR S
o ol $1 o ) o Ol
bodMe o5 b Jaw 53 U3 5 b

126



Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

AB00302

time precious. While life and strength remain, let us sacrifice
ourselves and endure tribulations and trials in God’s path.”

In brief, they went and spoke, and strung the pearls of meaning.
Again those people did not fall short - they rendered proper ser-
vice to them. And in truth, this was service, not harm; mercy,
not hardship; sweetness, not torment; bounty, not tribulation;
bestowal, not cruelty. For those days all passed, and that scene
was folded up. Every prosperous one became deprived, every
mighty one abased, and monarchs became captives of the bare
and matless grave. Yet those two noble ones, though they fell
into cruel hands and endured countless afflictions, ultimately
found that torment became pure bounty, and that hardship
became the mercy of the Divine Unity. Forever they shine and
gleam like two rising stars from the horizon of the Kingdom.

The point is that although the discourteous ones showed dis-
courtesy in serving you, loosed their tongues in derision, cursed
and reviled, and finally, with utmost disrespect, dismissed you
and banished you from the city, it matters not. You must of-
fer thanks and praise that you were blessed with such a great
bounty and achieved such a clear triumph.

i O servant of Baha! The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great

Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) was re-
peatedly exiled, taken from land to land and country to coun-
try. You followed the example of the Blessed Beauty and drank
a cup from the sea of His tribulations. May you drink again
from this joy-giving, exhilarating, brimming cup, and partake
of this delicious fruit. How pleasant and delightful!

O my God! O my God! This is Thy servant who has for-
saken the pleasure of comfort, the rest of repose, might, glory
and greatness, and has traveled to distant lands in Thy path,
traversing valleys, crossing mountains and deserts, wandering
through the regions, calling out Thy Name among the righ-
teous, summoning souls to the Kingdom of mysteries, and en-
during every hardship and tribulation in Thy path from the
wicked ones. O Lord! Assist him with the hosts of the unseen
and enable him to achieve the greatest hopes, so that signs may
indicate mysteries, appearances reveal inner meanings, and the
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manifest disclose the hidden. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Exalted, the All-Forgiving.

8 The letters you requested for those souls have been written and
are enclosed. Send them on.
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To: Mirza Sadiq Tabrizi (Savujbulagh), in Sauj Bulagh
Date: 1900 or <

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received and
your eloquent words were of the utmost sweetness. I beseech
the Ancient Beauty that day by day He may increase your
love, your joy, your devotion and servitude at the Threshold
of Oneness, and that moment by moment you may progress to
the true heights. Although for some time I have not had the
opportunity to write and correspond, resulting in a deficiency
in sending letters, yet at all times there has been no slackening
in seeking confirmations from the Abha Kingdom on behalf of
the friends, and always from that direction a sweet fragrance
has reached the nostrils - that of steadfastness and firmness.

2 Today the greatest of all things is attraction, so that one may
be enabled to engage in servitude at the Divine Threshold with
perfect willingness and joy - meaning that the heart becomes
attracted to that realm, detachment from the world is achieved,
and attachment to the Supreme Concourse is realized. In any
case, praise be to God that you are occupied with diffusing the
divine fragrances and at all times are familiar with raising the
Word of God aloft. You are a sign of guidance and the cause
of illumination in that land. Ask God that you may be increas-
ingly successful day by day, that you may advance further and
draw nearer, becoming the manifestation of “Whosoever draws
nigh unto Me one span, I will draw nigh unto him one cubit.”
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The confirmations of the Beauty of Truth are with you, and
the assistance of the Most Great Luminary accompanies you.
There is no greater bounty than this, and no more perfect favor
than this.

Convey my greetings to Master Shaykh ‘Ali and say: O friend
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Open your tongue in praise at the Threshold
of Grandeur and say: O God! Thanks be to Thee for granting
eternal blessing and bestowing everlasting bounty. Thou hast
guided a thirsty one to the living waters and brought a burning
fish to the spring of Tasnim. Thou hast guided a wanderer to
the impregnable fortress and enabled a lost one to find the
path of guidance. Thanks be to Thee and praise be to Thee.

Convey greetings to Jinab-i-Aga Ni’'matu’llah-i-Naraghi and
say: I hope that you may be a divine bounty and a Baha'’i gift,
kindling enthusiasm in every gathering and igniting a fire in
the hearts of that region, raising a flame that will burn away
the veil of fancy of every worthless one.

Convey expressions of longing to Jinab-i-Aga Kash, upon him
be the Glory of God, and say: I hope you may become a seeker
of Baha and remain protected from the sting of the Covenant-
breakers and derive joy from the sweetness of the steadfast
ones. Firmness in the Most Great Covenant is the gift of the
All-Merciful, and following the Law of God is the ultimate hope
of the sincere ones. Engage in the worship of God that you
may witness the manifestation of divine bounty. Begin prayer
that you may observe the grace of the Self-Sufficient. Keep the
nineteen-day fast that each of your days may be victorious and
each of your days a new day.

Convey greetings to Jinab-i-Ustad Hashim and say: His Ho-
liness Hashim prepared porridge and fed guests and visitors.
You prepare a heavenly feast and invite all souls to this ban-
quet. Porridge has no lasting effect, but the new feast becomes
the cause of spiritual strength and the source of joy for souls.

Convey abundant greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Khayru’llah and
say: The goodness of the All-Merciful is divine guidance, while
Satan’s goodness is wavering and weakness in the Covenant.
This is the door of bounties, and that is the lowest depths.
Praise be to God, you have entered through this door and are
drinking from this cup, intoxicated with the wine of “Am I
not?” and overcome by the chalice of the Lord’s Covenant.

Convey greetings to Jinab-i-Aga Hasan and say: In the tradi-
tion it is stated: “Hasan related from Abu’l-Hasan from the
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grandfather of Hasan that the most excellent excellence is ex-
cellent character.” 1 hope you may be confirmed and assisted
in achieving this greatest virtue, which is to acquire divine
characteristics.

Convey most glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-
‘Ali and say: At this moment I am beseeching the Kingdom
of Ancient Days and supplicating to the horizon of the Most
Great Name that He may grant you success in attaining His
good-pleasure and walking in the path of the All-Glorious. May
you become a sign of bounty and a cause of guidance to hu-
manity.

Convey eloquent greetings to Jinab-i-Zaynu’l-‘Abidin and say:
God willing, may you become the ornament of the steadfast
ones and the best of those firm in faith. In the feast of the
Covenant, may you become intoxicated with the cup of bounty,
and in the gathering of divine knowledge, may you become
a brilliant moon. In the Most Glorious Paradise, may you
become a fruitful tree bearing fresh and moist fruits. And the
Glory be upon them all.
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To: Ismullah
Date: 1900 or <

O thou name of God! Today the measure of all things and the
magnet of divine confirmations is steadfastness in the Covenant
of the Glorious Lord. All must be guided to this mighty foun-
dation, for it is the firm structure raised by the Blessed Beauty.
The more steadfast any soul is, the more confirmed and success-
ful they shall be. If the Holy Spirit itself were to be embodied
and were to hesitate in the slightest degree, I swear by the An-
cient Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones)
that its body would be paralyzed and its form rendered inert.
For the foundation of God’s religion, the exaltation of God’s
Word, and the elevation of God’s Cause depend upon this. And
if, hypothetically, a suckling babe were to arise with complete
firmness and steadfastness, the hosts of the Abha Kingdom
would render it victorious and the Concourse on High would
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assist it. Soon will this wondrous mystery be made manifest.
Therefore, we and you and all the loved ones of God must to-
day fix our gaze upon this divine subtlety, so that all affairs
may revolve around the desired pivot. And the Glory be upon
thee.

Verily thou, O thou whom God hath kept in store for the
promotion of His Covenant, arise to fulfill thy Lord’s testament
with such resolution as shall cause the limbs of them that waver
in thy Lord’s mighty Covenant to quake, and gather the loved
ones of God beneath the shade of the Tree of Oneness through
a manifest power and authority. By God the True One! The
hosts of the Unseen, and the legions of might and power, shall
reinforce thee, and the armies of the Most Glorious Kingdom
shall grant thee victory. Thou shalt witness how the eastern
and western parts of the earth shall be stirred by the breezes of
God, and how the lights of unity shall shine forth from radiant
faces, and how the voices of the Unseen shall address thee from
the Supreme Concourse.

Blessed art thou, then blessed art thou, for this mighty upris-
ing whereby God’s Cause hath been promulgated, the pillars
of God’s religion have been strengthened, God’s banners have
been unfurled, the hearts of the righteous have been revived,
the lights have become renowned, the mysteries have been re-
vealed, the seas of divine verses have surged, and the flames of
thy Lord, the Chosen One’s, recognition have blazed forth.

Cast aside the scroll of doubts, for verily it is filled with alle-
gorical verses, and proclaim unto all ears the decisive verses
from the Tablets and Scriptures of thy Lord and thy Master.
For His Most Holy Book is the sole reference, and the Book of
the Covenant, traced by the Most Exalted Pen, is the crushing
proof against every obdurate one, and the Command set forth
in these two cannot be opposed by any of the writings and
tablets. For the waverers have desired to scatter the unity of
the believers in God’s unity and to divide the Word through
interpretation, commentary, independent judgment and deduc-
tion, while the garment of Baha is still moist.

Oh, what sorrow for the servants because of this manifest
wrong! By the life of God, I am in grievous sadness because
of this dust that hath risen in the atmosphere, dimming the
faces of some of the weak ones, blinding the eyes of some of the
foolish, healing the breasts of the ignoble, and gladdening the
hearts of God’s enemies. What regret! The eyes of the loved
ones have turned white with weeping, they have wailed with
the wailing of the bereaved, while the lips of the wretched and
the foolish have smiled. The stupid ones are in joy and delight,
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and the dull ones are in pleasure and happiness. But soon shall
come to them the tidings of what they have wrought.

i And thou shalt witness the standard, raised by the hand of thy

Lord the All-Loving’s power, being hoisted upon the flagpoles
of existence and waving above the towers of being, and the
clouds shall disperse and the piled-up mists shall be cleared
away from the Sun of thy Lord the Self-Subsisting’s Covenant
by a penetrating beam that shall pierce the veil of haze and
scatter the nocturnal birds.

On that day the steadfast shall attain a mighty portion, while
the waverers shall be in painful torment, saying: “Alas for us,
for what we have neglected regarding God’s Covenant and His
Testament, and how we made a mockery of it and cast it behind
our backs, spreading pages of doubt, clinging to the allegorical
verses, abandoning the decisive texts which are explicitly set
forth in the Most Holy Book and in the gems of the seal of the
Mighty Covenant. Our Lord! We have repented unto Thee and
have awakened from our slumber, clinging to the hem of Thy
forgiveness. Our Lord! We obeyed our leaders and our great
ones; we led astray a few of Thy weak servants and misguided
a small band of the foolish ones. Pardon us and forgive us, for
Thou art the All-Forgiving.” There shall the inevitable word
be fulfilled when those who were followed shall disown those
who followed, and the weak shall say: “Our Lord! We obeyed
our leaders and our great ones, and they led us astray from the

path.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Up to now, despite this onslaught from every waverer, the
injection of these doubts, the disturbing of the minds of the
ignorant, and the dispersal of the unity of the Word of God,
this servant has not opposed anyone with a single word, but
has acted with utmost forbearance, patience, silence and tran-
quility. From every soul I heard a thousand whisperings and
experienced severe blows, yet I neither sighed nor cried out
in lamentation, lest any ear should hear that there existed a
waverer in the Covenant and Testament.

But these heedless ones formed other notions and increased
in their audacity, until at last they resorted to pure calumny.
And despite their cruelty, enmity, tyranny and rebellion, they
raised cries of woe and lamentation that “We are the slain and
martyred, and are in dire straits!” Javad, despite all those
kindnesses shown to him and his manifest errors, repentances,
and manifestations of hypocrisy, now complains of injustice
from this servant. “Take heed, therefore, O ye who are endued

with discernment!”
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Date: 1900 or <

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Adverse winds have en-
compassed the Lamp of the Covenant, and the birds of pride
have surrounded the Nightingale of the Rose-garden of the
Testament. The oppressors have stretched forth the hand of
tyranny, and the wrongdoers, like ravens of malice, lie in am-
bush. The waves of rebellion have assailed the Ark of the
Covenant, and the mere babes in the cradle have, from every
direction, loosed their tongues in derision against the Temple
of the Covenant. The arrows of calumny fly from every direc-
tion, and the armies of tyranny advance from every quarter in
oppression and hostility. Affairs have reached such a pass that
the old hyena hath opened his mouth in calumny, spread pages
of doubt, and attributed such statements to this servant that,
were any soul to possess an atom of discernment, he would cry
out: “Glory be unto Thee! This is a grievous calumny!”

From these very utterances it is evident that this servant is
innocent of such statements. The words of ‘Abdu’l-Baha are
clear, and the speech of the denizen of the Supreme Concourse
is manifest. Never can the cooing of the Dove be mistaken
for the croaking of the raven of hatred, nor can the melodies
of the birds of holiness be confused with the cries of crows
and magpies. The screech of the falcon soaring in the heights
of glory can never resemble the screeching and moaning of the
owls of oppression. The glorification and praise of the Supreme
Concourse can never accord with the ranting of the rabble in
the lowest depths.

Refer to that which hath flowed from the pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and observe it with care. You will see that these base utter-
ances bear not the slightest resemblance to the melodies of
this Bird of mortality. Nay, by God! This vainglorious one
imagineth that if he were to call darkness light, the mindless
would acquiesce, and were he to name pure light the darkest
night, the witless would believe it. Should he, at one moment,
praise a single soul as divine, all would accept it, and should
he, the next moment, accuse that same one of heresy, all would
acknowledge it. Were he to condemn someone one day as sa-
tanic and deprived of heavenly grace, all would say, “This is
the manifest truth,” and were he the next day to praise that
same person as the essence of divine mercy, all would accept
it and cry out, “This indeed is the true word!”
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Thus hath he written in his own hand regarding the Center
of Sedition—and this letter still existeth—“Make but one pros-
tration, and set thyself and the whole world at ease.” And
likewise, concerning the Center of Sedition, he wrote in an-
other letter, which still existeth in his handwriting, that ten
years before the Ascension he had said to Haji Muhammad-
Husayn-i-Kashi: “This person is a mirage, not water. He is
absolutely nothing.” And this was before his violation of the
Covenant. Consider then what manner of person he now is!

These are the words of that old hyena who formerly opened
his tongue in praise and arose in worship, considering him a
brilliant star and his mirage to be “cool and refreshing drink.”
He called the flame of the Covenant the darkest night and
deemed the shining moon of the Covenant as the darkness of
both worlds. And yet, in his own handwriting, there existeth
his confession of divinity and his praise with divine attributes.
Why dost thou not cry out “Am I not your Lord?” Cry out,
for he hath already answered “Yea, yea!” However, the Day-
Star of the Covenant did not accept this address and utterance
from him and commanded that he be addressed only in terms

of servitude.

Glory be to God! What fickleness is this, and what hesitation!
What weakness is this, and what feebleness! What crab-like
motion is this, and what chameleon-like changes! Though this
person hath until now published several treatises in opposition
to the Center of the Covenant, this servant hath not penned a
single word concerning him. But as in these days some calum-
nious pages from him have reached these shores and been ex-
amined, were silence to be maintained, perchance some of the
ignorant might believe these falsehoods and fall into grievous
trial.

FExamine carefully the countenance of that shameless one in the
photograph. Observe that in those brazen eyes there is not the
slightest trace of modesty. Nay, by God! That it may become
evident that “The guilty shall be known by their marks” and
“Their faces shall be covered with dust—darkness shall cover
them.”

O my God, my God! Thou seest me captive in the hands
of these oppressors, abased beneath the lash of these antago-
nists, wronged by the successive volleys of arrows and repeated
thrusts of spears from those possessed of rancor and rebel-
lion, who have violated Thy Covenant, denied Thy Testament,
made mock of Thy Will, derided Thy chosen ones, rejected
Thy signs, disputed Thy proof, perverted Thy Word, and de-
nied Thy mercy and altered Thy favor. O Lord! Through Thy
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supreme power, cast down their banners, heal their diseases,
erase their traces, silence their melodies, remove the veil from
their eyes, break the seal of their hearts and ears, and guide
them to the path of Thy Covenant. Grant them a portion of
Thy effulgent light. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious,
the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast sacrificed thy spirit, thy body, thy soul and
thy being in the path of God! Upon thee be the Glory of
God and His praise, for thou hast arisen to aid His Cause
and exalt His Word among the peoples of the world. News
hath spread throughout all regions of the setting of the Sun
of Truth after its dawning, and the faithful have raised their
lamentations, their hearts rent asunder by this separation. The
flames of discord from the people of dissension have intensified,
and they imagined that the fire of God’s love had been extin-
guished, the lamps of guidance snuffed out, the waves of the
Most Great Ocean stilled, the breezes of the Spirit of God
cut off, the divine fragrances disappeared, the Lote Tree up-
rooted, the Blessed Tree torn out by its roots, its fruits fallen,
the stars of guidance scattered from the supreme horizon, the
lights of the manifestation of the Most Glorious Beauty of God
vanished, the banners of the signs of unity furled, darkness en-
compassing all, vision blinded, the appearance of the people
of God broken, the cord of God severed, the standards of mis-
belief raised, the signs of truth disappeared, the traces of God
obliterated, the triple darkness advanced, the birds of night
taken flight, croaking and braying and bellowing raised high,
and the melodies of the birds of holiness cut off.

2 Nay! The Sun of Glory shineth from His most glorious kingdom
and beholdeth His loved ones from His supreme horizon, and
aideth the sincere ones who are steadfast, even as He hath
said - and His word is the truth: “We shall show you from My
most glorious horizon and assist whosoever ariseth to aid My
Cause with hosts from the Concourse on High and a company
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of favored angels.” Evil is that which they imagine, and it is

not as they suppose. Leave them to their vain disputations.

We implore and beseech the Divine Might to confirm those pure
essences who reflect the radiant rays of the Sun of Truth in such
steadfastness that the horizons shall gleam with its light, and
to establish them in a Cause whose sovereignty and domin-
ion shall shake the pillars of earth and the powers of heaven.
May He make those who are near to Him among His chosen
ones the torches of His remembrance, the dawning-places of
His praise, the rising-points of the stars of guidance, the re-
cipients of His inspiration among all peoples, the mines of His
attraction and love, supported by the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse. May He manifest them among the tribes and na-
tions with such qualities, traces and virtues that eyes shall be
dazzled by their light, and make them the standards of guid-
ance, that through them the radiance of their countenances
may illumine this dusty earth, that they may be confirmed in
raising the banners of truth among all creation and in causing
God’s light to encompass the horizons of earth and heaven. Let
them not despair of the Spirit of God. By the truth of God!
The drop that draweth sustenance from the ocean of divine
grandeur surgeth with the waves of seas, and the atom that
deriveth illumination from the Most Great Light possesseth
rays that shine upon the East and West of the earth.

He is God

O spiritual friend! Until now, divine destiny has not provided
the means of correspondence that I might engage in writing to
that one intoxicated with the wine of the love of God. Now at
once the past has been compensated. The point is that today
the forces of the leaders of religions have all united to scatter
the gathering of the All-Merciful and to divide and destroy the
foundation established by the people of God. The material,
cultural and political forces of the world are attacking from ev-
ery direction, for this Cause is mighty, mighty indeed, and its
greatness is clear and evident to all eyes. Therefore, through
divine grace and assistance, such steadfastness and firmness
must be manifested by those sheltered beneath the wing of the
favor of the Most Holy One that all eyes and minds will be as-
tonished. After Christ, there were but a few who entered into
the religion of the Spirit of God. Although in the beginning, af-
ter His ascension, trembling and agitation prevailed due to the
intense fear and dread that had arisen, yet after several days
a woman named Mary Magdalene manifested such steadfast-
ness and firmness that she established those men firmly and
steadfastly in the Cause, and they arose to exalt the Word of
God. Although outwardly they were but fishermen and dyers,
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through the blessing and sanctity of the divine Cause they per-
fumed the nostrils of the people of the world with the sweet
fragrances of God and quickened the hearts of the people of
fidelity.

Therefore take heed, O loved ones and trustees of God, from
the manifestation of this mighty power and sovereignty which,
like a spirit, penetrated and pulsed through the arteries of the
body of the world, causing the pillars of misbelief to tremble
and shake.
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To: Adib, Mirza Muhammad Hasan et al.,
Date: 1900 or <

in Tihran

O my Lord, my Lord! These are Thy servants who circle round
the throne of Thy mercy, who gaze toward the horizon of Thy
oneness, who supplicate to the kingdom of Thy singleness, who
bow down humbly to the dust in prostration before Thy di-
vinity. They are nurtured in the cradle of Thy care and the
embrace of Thy lordship, enkindled with the fire of Thy love,
known among Thy creation by their connection to Thee.

My Lord, my Lord! Grant them a new creation and cause
the lights of Thy supreme bounty to shine upon them. Raise
them from their resting places through Thy Holy Spirit from
Thy most exalted horizon. Quicken them with the perfumed
breaths wafting from the gardens of Thy most glorious King-
dom, and gladden their hearts with the morning breezes blow-
ing from the groves of Thy most sublime dominion. Make them
signs of unity and standards of sanctity, O Thou Who art the
solace of pure hearts and the shelter of those who seek refuge
in the most faithful stronghold.

My God, my God! Occupy them with the holy breaths of Thy
sanctity above all else. Make them enchanted by Thy beauty
that shineth forth from the unseen realm of eternity. Make
them enamored with Thy luminous countenance that shineth
upon the worlds which none have discovered save those from
whose heart’s vision Thou hast removed the veil.
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O my Refuge, my Refuge! Strengthen every weak one among
them, heal every sick one among them, enrich every poor one
among them. Quench the thirsty and feed the hungry from the
table sent down from heaven. Clothe them in the robes of piety
and purify them from every cup save the cup brimming with
the wine of Thy bounty, O Lord of Lords. Sanctify them from
every pleasure save the delight of the tables of Thy covenant,
O Lord of the Covenant. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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To: Unknown, in Iran
Date: 1900 or <

Among recent events is that in the Great City, the corruption,
sedition, and hypocrisy of Jamal al-Din, Shaykh Ahmad, Aqa
Khan and several of their other companions has become clear
and evident. For now, some of them have been arrested and
seditious documents were found in their houses. According to
reports, these documents contained every kind of corruption,
including endless criticism of the government and officials of
Iran as well as the government and officials of this region.

Two years ago, word was sent from here to Tehran that this
Jamal al-Din had come to the Great City and two sons-in-law
of Yahya had become his ministers of left and right. Since the
foundation of these souls’ thoughts and all their conversation
and mention is corruption and sedition, they seek nothing but
tumult and turmoil and speak of nothing but corruption and
enmity. In every center of the world where they set foot, they
raised the banner of opposition and caused various kinds of
sedition and corruption. They were expelled from every land
and territory and banished from every region. Now they have
gathered in that place and there is no doubt that they will
become the foundation of new corruption against the two great
governments, and surely their hidden secret will emerge and
their inner mystery will become known.

3 We fear that when their veil is rent and their sedition becomes

evident, at that time both the dry and moist will burn and the
innocent will also fall into the trap of calumny. For at that
time they will say that Shaykh Ahmad and Aqa Khan were
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Babis. They will not say that these two unfortunate ones are
sons-in-law of Yahya and enemies and opponents of the Baha'’is
who drink Baha'’i blood and strive to destroy the divine founda-
tion. The enmity of these souls toward the Baha’is has become
famous throughout the horizons and its fame has reached the
seven layers.

In any case, Jamal al-Din and these persons joined hands. First
they targeted these exiles, and night and day in gatherings and
assemblies they arose to criticize and reproach us and made
many eloquent calumnies. They even composed papers in our
name themselves and gave them to everyone, and in govern-
ment circles every day they stirred up some sedition against us
and laid the foundation of some corruption. And these exiles
maintained complete silence and never even arose to defend
themselves. We placed our trust in God and sought no refuge
and shelter other than Him. We bowed our heads in submis-
sion and joined with Him and cut ourselves off from all else
and crept into this corner of exile.

When they saw no benefit or fruit from corruption against
these servants and plucked no fruit from the tree of hope, they
fell to thinking of other corruptions against the great powers
and corresponded with various regions until they were caught
in their own trap of deceit. But God forbid that there again the
matter become confused and the corrupt not be distinguished
from the righteous. Again it will be like the Tehran incident.
You should present this situation to the necessary places and
explain properly that the enmity of these souls toward us is
as notorious throughout the world as the wickedness of Satan.
“They are clear of what we do and we are clear of what they
do”

We hope from divine grace and bounty and heavenly protection
that His Majesty the justice-spreading monarch will be assisted
in all conditions, his enemies be defeated and his well-wishers
be victorious, and day by day his government be strengthened
and his might be increased. For truly in these recent years
they have enacted the utmost justice and fairness, and the
good intention of the sovereign and the pure essence of univer-
sal guardianship became manifest and evident like the bright
sun of heaven. Likewise in these recent days, perfect kindness
from the center of the great vicegerency of the monarchy - may
God strengthen and support it - became manifest and evident
toward the oppressed.
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O Lord, assist the center of the conquering sovereignty and
the pivot of the sphere of brilliant government with Thy man-
ifest confirmations and complete success. Verily Thou art the
Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty. And glory be upon all the
people of Baha.
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Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! What you had written was understood and
known. Praise be to God that it indicated the health and
wellbeing of the friends of God. You offered thanks for this
blessing at the threshold of the One. From the praise you had
written regarding that respected person, the utmost joy was
obtained, for praise be to God, in the land of Iran an incompa-
rable sapling is growing and developing, whose freshness and
grace increase day by day. The hope from the Glorious Lord is
that this sapling will become a fruitful tree, bloom with flowers
and blossoms, bear fresh fruit, and cast its shade over plain and
desert, for its aims are pure good and its manner and move-
ment are absolute truthfulness. Embedded in its nature are
sincerity toward the throne of sovereignty, well-wishing for the
affairs of the subjects, and the fostering of progress. Therefore
convey a brief message to his service, which is this:

For several centuries, the West has been at war with the East -
that is, the entire continent of Europe with the entire continent
of Asia - in continuous battle. This warfare is complete and
renowned in all respects. The attacks are successive, and the
armies and forces are like consecutive waves. From one direc-
tion is the army of commerce which attacks, from another the
forces of industry which follow in succession, from one direc-
tion are the hosts of learning which are in constant conquest,
and from another direction are the enthusiastic armies of po-
litical schemes which assault near and distant kingdoms, and
sometimes with the slightest pretext kindle the fire of war and
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burn some region of Asia with the fire of hell and the burning
of inflammatory materials.

The point is that war and battle are not of one color, but rather
appear in different hues, and the West is at war with the East
in all types of warfare and conflict. Europe’s conquests in
Asia are continuous, successive and sequential. Any person
of knowledge and intelligence can, with little observation, dis-
cover the reality and outcome of this matter, and there is no
need for explanation. In the East today, there is no power that
can resist this constant onslaught. Can it resist commerce, or
oppose industry, block politics, or prevent the attacking armed
forces? Which one should it address? Weakness prevails from
all directions, and the assault is like a mighty flood from all
sides and surroundings.

If the East desires to resist the West, it is clear that today it
cannot do so except through religious power, and this matter
has been proven repeatedly. In the early centuries, the light of
the Sun of Reality always illumined all the western countries
from the eastern horizon, and the holy breaths of the Great-
est Guidance became a life-giving breeze to European climes
from the direction of Asia, perfuming the nostrils. The west-
ern powers could not resist the divine spiritual sovereignty, and
eventually the Sun of Reality conquered the western horizons
with its brilliant rays from the eastern dawning-place. This
is among God’s ways, and you will never find any change in
God’s way.

Now, praise be to God, the fire of the love of God has been
kindled in the censer of Iran, and its world-illumining flame
has reached the western countries. Since this divine kindled
fire has begun to blaze in those vast countries, it will become
more aflame day by day, and by divine help and favor its fire
will spread to all directions. Therefore that distinguished min-
ister should exert the utmost effort so that day by day this
pure seed may grow and develop in that farmland, make those
regions green and verdant, and appear in meadow and plain
like a mighty blessing. This is the greatest service to the
eternally-enduring throne of Iran, this is the greatest means
for the progress of that respected nation’s people. His Excel-
lency should consider the existing means a blessing and strive
with heart and soul to obtain the greatest means for protecting
and honoring the government and the happiness of the nation.
And peace.
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‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The intention is that in the American regions they should think
about the eternal glory of the sacred government and nation
of Iran, and the sanctification of Iran will soon be established
and confirmed in East and West. This much is sufficient - that
they praise this Cause and its great station, and deny the false
rumors that the unfaithful ignorant ones have spread.
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Date: 1900 or <

O my beloved, my companion, my intimate friend! Various and
diverse letters have arrived, their contents showing the utmost
distress and agitation. At such a time, in such circumstances,
in such a state - when the enemies of the Blessed Beauty from
all corners of the earth are attacking this servant, when tribula-
tions, hardships, difficulties, troubles, sorrows and trials from
all directions are like a surging sea, and this servant is in the
utmost anguish, burning and grief, alone and solitary in a cor-
ner of Mount Carmel in the mansion of sorrows, engaged in
lamentation, supplication and entreaty - letters full of sighs,
groans, complaints and accounts of events in that land have
arrived. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that bewilderment has
reached such a degree as to cause stupefaction.

O my life! The sorrows of this servant are enough for East
and West. This servant has withdrawn to a corner, completely
severed from every thought and involvement, laid his head on
the pillow of silence, and is occupied day and night with sup-
plication, familiar with the breaths of the Abha Kingdom and
awaiting the opening of the doors of return. How great is the
difference between this vicinity and the vicinity of the Most
Great Mercy!

In previous letters, how much did I implore that honored one
to roll up the carpet of these troubles, as they would lead to
difficulties. Now is the time when, by whatever means possi-
ble, fellowship must be established. I swear by the Most Great
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Name and the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for
His servants - that in this land this servant made himself the
lowly servant of all. And after the Ascension, despite countless
obstacles and problems, like the humblest of servants I arose
to serve all, bore all minor and major hardships with perfect
gratitude and contentment, felt indebted to all, and showed
the utmost humility, meekness and submissiveness to all. De-
spite this, whatever taunts, blame and innuendos I heard with
my own ears, I would feign ignorance and say “Perhaps this
storm will calm and these waves will subside.” It was not to
be. Finally, without this servant’s knowledge, papers declar-
ing separation were published and distributed everywhere, and
control completely slipped from this servant’s hands. Despite
this, I did not rise in defense or make any objection, and day
and night I pray for all: “O Lord! Guide Thy servants to the
straight path and ordain for them insight into affairs so they
may awaken to their own good, whereby their faces may be illu-
mined in Thy Kingdom, their stars may shine in Thy horizon,
and their hearts may be enlightened by Thy bounties.”

Even now I have no intention to defend myself. All the re-
sponses that were written and sent from various quarters - I
have preserved them all and prevented their publication. As
for the matter of this servant’s alleged disrespect toward the
Hand of the Cause: you are aware of this servant’s conduct and
behavior, therefore I will briefly state that I truthfully say that
until now, neither in writing nor verbally, has a disrespectful
word ever issued from him toward anyone, despite continuous
hints, metaphors and mockery. I remained silent. Is it possi-
ble that a disrespectful word would issue from me toward you?
They wrong me, the poor one, thinking that loyalty would be
ashamed of me.

In any case, O kind friend, it is better that we forget all
these matters and move beyond all these thoughts, and be-
come united and allied to raise high the pole of God’s tent
in the horizons and engage in service to the Ancient Beauty,
proving and establishing our servitude at the Divine Thresh-
old. If we become adorned with this sacred attribute, which
is better than lordship over both worlds, every difficulty will
become easy and every insurmountable obstacle will become
sweeter than spirit and life.
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

We have summoned the Hand of the Cause by telegraph, and
God willing, we will summon you as well. Rest assured that
the utmost consideration will be shown toward you. But you
must show such submissiveness toward the Hands that all will
truly come to love you with heart and soul, and your firmness
and steadfastness will also become established and evident to
all, like everyone else. When the Hand of the Cause arrives,
detailed communications will take place. For now we keep it
brief. And the glory be upon you.
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Date: 1900 or <

O ye true friends! The letters ye wrote, the pages ye penned,
and the names ye mentioned were all received in the Holy Land;
they have all been attentively perused, and their most pleasing
contents have been noted.

Praise be to God that through the grace and favour of the An-
cient Beauty—may my life be offered up for His loved ones—
such servants have been gathered beneath the standard of
the Covenant as have perfumed the world through the gentle
breezes wafting from the gardens of their hearts, and flooded
the realm of splendours with the light shining from their faces.
They are the manifestations of the manifold bounties of the
ever-living Lord and the exponents of the signs and tokens of
the Great Announcement. They are the dawning-places of the
stars of guidance and the daysprings of the mysteries of loving-
kindness, the sweet savours of the rose-gardens of Divine Unity
and the fragrances of the meads of Oneness, the immovable
mountains of the Covenant and Testament and the wellsprings
of the soft-flowing waters of joy and certitude, the fruitful trees
of the paradise of faith and the birds of holiness soaring above
the meadows of understanding, the shining lamps in the assem-
blage of divine mysteries and the embodiments of purity in the
gathering of the righteous. They are graciously aided by the
hosts of the Abha Kingdom and favoured with the assistance
of the angels of the celestial Concourse.
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O ye loved ones of the Abha Beauty! O ye friends of the
Almighty Lord! Unloose your tongues in thanksgiving for this
supreme bestowal, and render praise unto the peerless Lord
that ye were singled out for this grace and favour, and num-
bered amongst those who have attained the heights of servi-
tude. Gird up the loins of endeavour, and step into the circle
of the angels of the paradise of Oneness. Thus may ye, on the
shores of the Most Great Ocean, net the fish that thirst for the
seas of divine knowledge and, in the fields of unity, catch the
gazelles that seek the meads of reality, so that through the un-
failing aid and bounty of the Lord, ye may gather together all
nations beneath the shade of the Word of Oneness. Thus may
the fragrances of God spread through the East and the West,
and the magnetic forces of the All-Merciful stir the world of be-
ing into motion. Thus may the mysteries of this holy Cycle be
made manifest, the signs of the Dispensation of the Most Great
Name be revealed, the garden of the world be rendered fertile,
and the orchard of creation bear luscious fruits. Thus may the
candle of Divine Unity be kindled, contingent limitations be
consumed away by a single flame of the Lord’s burning Fire,
the lights of guidance shine, and the darkness of ignorance and
blindness be utterly obliterated.

+ When Christ winged His flight unto the limitless realms, He
left behind eleven disciples. As they arose, with a seeing eye
and a hearing ear, with an eloquent tongue and an unshakeable
resolve, to magnify the Word of God, they so flourished that
each became like unto the tree whose “root is firmly fixed,
and whose branches reach unto heaven, yielding its fruit in
all seasons”.60 Simon Cephas,61 who was the shining moon
amongst those stars of guidance, was to outward seeming no
more than a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee. And yet, because
he arose with fixed resolve and the utmost vigour to spread
the signs of God and gather together the righteous, the light
of his servitude shone with such brilliance above the horizon
of existence that the very sun and moon were left bewildered,
and circled, moth-like, around that resplendent candle.

Now, upon His ascension, the Ancient Beauty—may my life
be offered up for His Most Great Name—Ileft behind some fifty
thousand believers upon this swiftly passing world. He edu-
cated them, one and all, through the sweet scents of holiness,
opened the doors of manifold grace before their faces, nurtured
them in the bosom of His loving-kindness, and taught them the
lessons of the spirit in the school of insight. Would it not be
regrettable if we were to sit dispirited or remain lost and be-
wildered, if we were to prefer the path of comfort and repose,
seeking freedom from all cares? This is not faithfulness! This
is not sincerity! This is not the path of guidance!
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Erelong our days shall draw to a close, and the birds of the
meadows shall carol the anthem of departure. FKErelong the
lamp of health shall be quenched, the darkness of death shall
prevail, and the resplendent morn of the life to come shall dawn.
Let us then strive with earnest endeavour to arrive at the heav-
enly Kingdom with radiant faces and, in the Realm of Glory,
be admitted into the circle of those who have remained fast and
firm. Consider what a fire of guidance eleven souls kindled on
the summits of the world when they endured all manner of
woes and trials and arose with all their hearts! Now, were we
to arise as we ought, armed with the assured confirmations of
the Abha Kingdom, what splendours would be made manifest
and what results would ensue! I swear by the Beauty of the
All-Praised, by His upraised standard, and by His sheltering
shade, that such a conflagration would blaze up in the heart
of the world as would melt the very rocks and clods of earth.

O friends, make ye a mighty effort! O loved ones, arise and
bestir yourselves! Occupy yourselves not with the tales and
accounts of those who waver in the Covenant, for these are
but confused dreams and idle and childish talk. Speak of them
that are steadfast, and tread the path of them that stand un-
waveringly firm!

The duty of long years of love obey, And tell the tale of blissful
days gone by.

BSW#19.12x, LOTW#35
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To: Fadlullah son of Nasir Qazvini (Nasir) et al., in Lahijan
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual friends of Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God, the
morn of guidance has dawned and the radiance of the Abha
Kingdom is shining. The holy fragrances are diffused and the
banners of the Cause are raised. The call of the Glorious Lord
has conquered the world and the cry of “O Glory of the Most
Glorious!” has reached the ethereal sphere. The flowers of the
gardens of oneness have bloomed and the pearls of the shells
of divine mercy have been pierced. The fountains of bounties
are overflowing and the lights of gifts are manifest. The Sun
of Reality is intensely shining from the horizon of the unseen,
and the outpouring of the gift from the cloud of certainty is
at its utmost flow. The lights of the Kingdom have illumined
the land of America and made the dark world the envy of the
ancient sphere’s lights. Therefore give glad tidings that, praise
be to God, the lights of the Greatest Luminary have made the
hidden world a radiant moon. And the Glory be upon you, O
friends of God!
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt
Date: 1900 or <

...As for traditions, they have no authority even if authentic,
for to the ears of this servant they are like noise and clamor and
outcry, and from all directions they arise from the mouths of
the enemies of God, such that these traditions have absolutely
no effect and the wounds of their allusions cause no pain or
hurt.

I go unto my Lord. I have had no purpose except service to
the Cause of God and no intention except the exaltation of
the Word of God. I am utter nothingness and absolute non-
existence. I claim no station such that high and low, base
and noble would be imagined, or inner and outer would be
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supposed, and I seek no matter such that obedient and disobe-
dient, wavering and steadfast would be pursued. I am a servant
among the servants of the Blessed Beauty and an atom in the
light of the Sun of Oneness. Beyond this I have no connection
to the affairs and concerns of the people of the world. I am
turned toward the Abha Kingdom and clinging to the hem of
the Most Great Mercy. At all times I implore: “O God! Return
this handful of bones to the layers of dust and give this weak
body lodging in a humble grave, that I may find deliverance
from the difficulties and troubles and calamities and hardships
of this contingent world, for the field is narrow and hearts are
harder than stone.”

Despite the fact that pain and trials and occupations and suf-
fering and afflictions and tribulations come like the waves of
the sea, successive and continuous, not a soul shows mercy and
no one considers that these great difficulties and severe trials
are sufficient; rather, they increase moment by moment. Your
letter caused me to express somewhat of my heart’s pain, that
you might observe to some degree in what sea I am drowning
and in what profound depths. Despite this, night and day I
am occupied with exalting the Word of God and diffusing the
divine fragrances, and I have had and have no purpose except
service to His Cause. And I hope in His grace and bounty that
He will open the gates of spirit and joy and that the dominion
of His Cause will prevail over all things.

Today the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom are with souls
who forget every mention and thought and praise and descrip-
tion and attribute and characteristic, and become utterly ef-
faced in the Blessed Beauty and engage in diffusing His fra-
grances. Let their occupation night and day be in this, for
anything less than this is manifest loss....
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the protection of His
Covenant! The call is the call of the Covenant, and the light
is the flame of the dawning Sun. The candle is lit and the
praise and glorification of the Ancient Beauty is witness in
every gathering. The call of “Am I not?” is raised high, and in
that feast the divine covenant passes from hand to hand. The
lights of truth shine like the radiant moon and the mysteries of
divinity are unveiled in the gathering of the All-Merciful. The
Sun of the Covenant shines with utmost brilliance and the
Luminary of the Testament casts its rays upon the horizons
of contingent being. If certain birds deny the Eastern Light
or reveal their own weak vision, it matters not. Soon will the
Sun of the Covenant shine with such intensity that these birds
will flee to their holes of obscurity and these feeble ones will
retreat behind the veil of concealment, “and thou shalt hear
from them neither sound nor whisper.”

Consider that a Covenant of such magnitude cannot be without
its tempest. God forbid! You observe how the words “O God!
Be thou the friend of him who befriends him” from the tongue
of the Manifestation of the All-Merciful in the Dispensation of
the Furqan caused such a tempest. Now can it be that the
divine Covenant and Testament would not produce wavering
and discord, while all cry out from the depths of their hearts
“We believe and we confirm”? In the Qur’an the Holy Mes-
senger, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him, states: “I am not
the first of the Messengers.” In any case, one must consider the
final outcome of matters. His Holiness the Spirit (Christ), may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him, with all His greatness as the
Son of God, His Christ-like power and the very name of the
Most Great Name, only eleven believers in the Torah acknowl-
edged Him. This servant, with all his weakness and frailty, his
solitude and loneliness, his outer and inner powerlessness and
brokenness, now has many remaining firm in the Covenant - for
this divine bounty we must be grateful. But consider the end
result: those souls who were under the shadow of the Truth,
though despised in the beginning, in the end arose like a clear
standard and shone forth like a brilliant star from the ethereal
horizon.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
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O thou who hast received and given glad tidings of God’s an-
nouncements! Arise and call out with the loudest voice to all
creation, until the deaf hear the call from the people of the low-
est earthly realm to the furthest heavenly kingdom: “Hasten
to the Covenant! Hasten to harmony! Hasten to the dawning!
Hasten to the lights shining from the noblest spot on the hori-
zons!” By God the True One, the power of the Testament and
the trembling of the Covenant have seized all in the horizons.
The weak ones flounder in their vain imaginings, regretting,
agitating, showing pride, weeping and lamenting, while the
steadfast ones rejoice in their Lord’s bounty, are gladdened, are
moved to joy, show humility and submissiveness, offer praise
and thanks for this gift that burns and shines like a lamp in
the glass of contingent being, this mercy that encompasses all
creation, this power before which all heads and necks bow in
humility and submission.

And thou, O herald of the Covenant, be not saddened by their
vain imaginings. Leave the weak ones in the valleys of the igno-
rant and hear the tale of a company created from the elements
of might and power, and formed from the metals of grandeur
and majesty. For they are thy helpers in the Cause, thy com-
panions in love, thy partners in tribulation, thy fellow-sufferers
in the most great ordeal, and thy sincere ones in faithfulness.
They hear thy word, are awakened by thy utterance, arise from
the sleep of disturbance, and are delivered from the error of
wavering. These are the trustees of God, the Mighty, the Be-
stower. Upon them be the blessings and mercy of their Lord,
and these are they who shall prosper. And glory be upon thee
and upon every steadfast, thankful one.

O servant of Baha’u’llah! Travel like a life-giving breeze
through the villages and towns of Azerbaijan, and wherever
appropriate, appoint a number equal to the Greatest Name
who will, through mutual cooperation, diffuse the divine fra-
grances, protect God’s Covenant, and preserve and safeguard
the loved ones of God. As these days are days of both great
profit and evident loss, there must be souls in every land who
will guide to the paths, promote the religion of God, and
herald the Covenant of God.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1900 or <

Thou seest me, O my God, supplicating toward the Kingdom of
Thy mercy, imploring the heaven of Thy oneness, stirred by the
breeze from the gardens of Thy singleness, and aflame with the
fire kindled in the Tree of Thy uniqueness. I offer my spirit,
my essence, my being, my body and my blood in Thy path,
alone in Thy land, solitary in Thy countries, persecuted by all
Thy servants, a target for the arrows of Thy enemies, exposed
to the spears of the most evil among Thy creation. Arrows
are aimed and bows drawn against me from every direction,
and swords are unsheathed against me by ranks numbered in
thousands from all quarters.

Yet despite my obvious powerlessness, clear weakness, brittle
bones, melted flesh, emaciated body, bent back, and the flames
of age burning white in my hair, I face with complete accep-
tance and joy those drawn arrows, make myself a target for
those aimed shafts, drink those lethal poisons, and swallow
those cups brimming with bitter draughts. For when the na-
tions veiled from the light of Thy beauty and the peoples dis-
tinguished by their rancor and rage against Thy countenance
heard of the setting of the Sun of Thy oneness and the dis-
appearance of the Light of Thy uniqueness, the stilling of the
waves of the sea of Thy utterance, and the occurrence of the
most great calamity and the advent of the supreme catastrophe,
they surged forth in joy and gladness, and swelled in tyranny
and evil. They loosened the reins of oppression and raised the
spears of inequity, closed their eyes to justice, and attacked
like ravening wolves and assailed like fierce dogs this solitary
prisoner. They longed for the lowering of Thy banners, the fall
of Thy verses, the extinguishing of Thy fires, the concealment
of Thy proof, the decline of Thy Word, the folding of the sail
of Thy bounty, the setting of Thy lights, the disappearance
of Thy traces, the effacement of Thy signs, the banishment of
Thy influence, the eclipse of Thy stars, and the passing away
of Thy rites.

O Lord! By Thy complete power, Thy prevailing Will and Thy
extensive mercy, create those servants whom Thou promised
me through Thy grace and generosity from holy realities un-
touched by the affairs of Thy creation. Then I beseech Thee
to assist Thy chosen servants and selected ones to cling to the
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hem of the robe of Thy grandeur and hold fast to the borders
of the garment of Thy riches, to strive to exalt Thy Word, to
endeavor to spread Thy fragrances, to raise the standard of
Thy verses, and to hasten the appearance of Thy clear signs.

O Lord! T am weak - strengthen me in Thy Cause. I am poor
- enrich me from the treasures of Thy Kingdom. I am lowly -
aid me through the sovereignty of Thy might. Lord, gird my
loins with Thy conquering power, strengthen my back with
Thy prevailing dominion, succor me with Thy charging angels,
and assist me with Thy victorious hosts.

O Lord! Make me and Thy sincere servants as hosts arrayed
from Thy most glorious Kingdom and as bands scattered
against the parties that oppose the Supreme Concourse,
until the ranks of the army of death are scattered and the
disheveled forces of life are gathered together, and the power
of the rays shining from the realm of light rends asunder the
veils of darkness, and the lights of Thy brilliant morn and
manifest dawn spread over all regions.

O Lord! Purify the hearts, remove the sorrows, forgive the
sins, and make me sincere before Thy generous countenance,
passionate for Thy manifest beauty, clinging to Thy strong
cord, holding fast to Thy ancient covenant, firm and steadfast
in Thy mighty testament, walking upon the straight path, and
pure before Thy generous countenance, sincere in religion. Let
no blame of any blamer hinder me in following Thy Cause,
nor any assault of any assailant prevent me from Thy good-
pleasure, nor any dominion of the heedless veil me. By Thy
glory, O my God! My pillars shake when I remember the sever-
ities of the tests and contemplate the storms of trials which
could uproot the mountain of Na’man.

O Lord! Guard me with the eye of Thy care, protect me with
Thy preservation and shelter, make firm my steps upon Thy
path, grant me success in Thy service, expand my breast by
witnessing the horizon of Thy manifest outpouring, make me
a sign of Thy mercy to the worlds and a banner of Thy bounty
among those who believe in Thy oneness. Make me a cause
for gathering together the believers, give me to drink from the
spring of certitude, occupy me with Thy love rather than with
aught else, O my Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most Compas-
sionate. Keep me away from all else but Thee and join me with
Thy righteous servants. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
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Thou art the Merciful, verily Thou art the Compassionate, the
Lord of great bounty.

R EE I RS <P
JURTRERIE

INBAR&S8:135b, AYBY.343 #025

AB00498

To: Mirza Muhammad Tagi Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O noble Branch of the Divine Tree! Praise be to God that the
outpourings of the Abha Kingdom are flowing like spring rain
from all directions, and the banner of the Covenant is raised
at the pole of the horizons. The Sun of God’s Cause is shining
at the zenith of glory, and the carpet of peace and security is
spread in all lands. From all peoples of East and West, many
are entering beneath the shadow of God’s Cause. Soon the
power of the Word of God will set all creation in motion, make
the body of the world to tremble, and quicken all hearts. Praise
and thanks be to Him!

Glory be to God! The people of malice have determined to
veil this manifest light from eyes and conceal this luminous
moon. They deny the exaltation of God’s Cause and dispute
the transcendence of God’s words. They intend that these
clouds of blindness should cover Thy sun - but far, far from it!
Are the observers blind to the light?

In any case, if the party of doubts should attack those re-
gions with armies of calumnies and altered tablets, your honor
must certainly resist with utmost strength, lest they penetrate
among the weak ones. Especially must the women be protected
from questions about tablets of doubt, for their essential na-
ture is very delicate and the slightest dust affects them. The
people of malice strive day and night with complete persistence
to extinguish the fire of the love of God and cause the Book
of the Covenant and the Most Holy Book, which abrogates all
previous scriptures and psalms, to be forgotten.

O Branch! The arrow of aggression from friends is more poi-
sonous than the arrow of strangers, and the wound from the
sword of pretenders more severe than the sword of enemies.
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At every moment an arrow, at every breath a spear. I only
complain of my sorrow and grief to God.

O Branch of the Tree of the All-Merciful! This divine nestling
bird is surrounded by predatory crows and attacked by faithless
owls. This gazelle of the meadow of the All-Merciful is beset by
fierce wolves. From every direction fly hundreds of thousands
of arrows of calumny, and from every side flash thousands of
sharp and cutting swords of hatred. And this frail body has
no helper or assistant, no shelter or refuge. All the peoples of
the world continually attack, but the friends and acquaintances
more fiercely than all in their rebellion. Consider then how this
Wronged One is afflicted among the factions.

My Lord, assist me to bear the weight of affliction and endure
this cruelty, and to be steadfast in the face of hardship and
tribulation. O Lord, hasten the days of my ascension to Thee,
my arrival before Thee, and my presence between Thy hands,
that I may escape the darkness of the oppression of these people
and enter the expanse of the lights of Thy nearness, O my Most
Glorious Lord, and find rest in the shelter of Thy great mercy.

O Lord, the earth has grown strait for me despite its vastness,
difficulties have intensified on all sides, matters have become
grave, and the mass of the people of malice have attacked with
arrows, spears and swords of tyranny and aggression, making
me a target for their arrows and an object for their blades. O
Lord, Thou art my Helper and my Succourer, Thou art my
Guardian and my Deliverer. Save me from the oppression of
those who have not observed Thy Covenant and Testament,
who have not preserved Thy sanctity and have not protected
Thy preserve, but rather have attributed error to Thee and
claimed rightness for themselves, saying that the one specified
in the Book deserves censure and avoidance, while the first
to break the Covenant, abandon Thy Cause, and violate Thy
Testament deserves obedience and submission, even though he
arose in strongest opposition to the Dawning Place of the lights
of Thy Covenant, the blazing Lamp.

O Lord, open their sealed eyes, unstop their blocked ears, and
purify their darkened and veiled hearts. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey to all the divine friends the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous greetings. And the Glory be upon thee.

PDC.024x
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To: Rugiyyih Sultan Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1900 or <

O Lord, O Forgiver! How can I open my tongue in praise of You
and offer worship and adoration? Speech itself is deficiency and
writing proves ignorance in this difficult matter. The tongue is
an instrument composed of elements of sound, and speech is an
accident among accidents through a material instrument and
accidental sound. How can one utter praise and glorification of
the Incomparable Lord? Whatever I say and seek belongs to
the realm of human perception and falls under the dominion
of the human world. How can the results of thought reach the
divine heights, and how can the spider of vain imaginings weave
its web of conjecture and understanding upon the canopy of
sanctity? There is no recourse except to express powerlessness,
and no excuse except to confess inadequacy. You are the Self-
Sufficient, the Exalted, sanctified above the comprehension of
the minds of those endowed with understanding.

Therefore I shall adorn my tongue with mention of Your ser-
vant and occupy myself with his remembrance in the gathering
of the world. From early childhood that servant was associated
like a bright candle in the assembly of existence and nursed at
the breast of love. He was nurtured in the cradle of Your care
and developed in the embrace of Your grace and favor until
he attained the light of maturity and reached the station of
adulthood. He turned wholly toward Your most holy court
and devoted himself in supplication to Your sanctified King-
dom. He became intoxicated from the cup of piety and was
guided by the light of guidance. Night and day he awaited wit-
nessing the greatest signs, and moment by moment he watched
for the dawning of light from the Supreme Horizon, until the
morn of reality broke and the lights of guidance shone forth.
He became certain of Your Primal Point and believed in Your
Most Glorious Beauty. He saw afflictions in Your path and
endured injury and oppression in Your way. He suffered se-
vere blows and bore tremendous hardships until he became
detached from home and native land and set out for the abode
of the Dawning-Place of lights.

He sought shelter in the shadow of Your grace and made his
dwelling in the proximity of Your mercy. He was ever the
object of the glances of Your mercy and the recipient of Your
loving-kindness. He had no aim except Your good-pleasure and
no desire except tribulation in Your path. Night and day he
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was occupied with remembrance and mention of Your Beauty
and was devoted to humble supplication and prayer. After his
ascension he was not idle for a moment. At every instant he
longed for non-existence and with every holy breath he brought
life to heart and soul. In the secret depths of heart, soul and in-
ner being he cried out “Help me, O my Lord, the All-Merciful!”
and in his heart and consciousness he yearned for the Kingdom
of the All-Merciful God, until in perfect joy and gladness he
drank the cup of faithfulness, was delivered from the agony of
death, ascended to Your Kingdom of mercy and soared to the
horizon of Your grace.

O Lord! You are the Forgiver. O Creator! You are the Gen-
erous One. Give this dear servant a dwelling in Your glorious
habitation and grant this helpless fallen one a home in the
vicinity of Your mercy. Let him drink from the cup of meeting
with You and give him an abode beneath the Tree of Paradise.
Honor him with the gift of Your presence and exalt him with
eternal happiness. Assist the survivors of that precious soul
to follow in the footsteps of that dear father and to associate
with all humanity according to his character and nature. May
they walk Your path, seek Your good-pleasure and utter Your
praise. You are the Kind Lord and You are the Gracious God.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
He is God

O handmaid of God! This Persian prayer requesting nearness
and reunion in the Most Glorious Kingdom was written for
his honor Haji. Keep it with you so it may be recited in the
gathering on the day of his memorial service. And upon you
be glory.

BRL_POAB#22x, BRL POAB#23x, JHT A#004
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To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servants of God and my friends! When the morn of guidance
cast its radiance upon the horizons through the outpourings of
Glory, it bestowed the light of love and shed the effulgence
of unity, blessing diverse, different and opposing realities with
a single bounty so that all peoples and nations might enter
beneath the shade of a single-colored pavilion and engage with
one voice in praise and glorification of the Ancient Beauty.

Though the radial lines extending from the center to the cir-
cumference of a circle are numerous, yet as they emanate from
a single center, these lines converge at one point and are con-
nected to a single center. If souls, like radial lines, are oriented
toward the original center, there is unity within unity. But if
these radial lines exceed the circumference, division inevitably
results. That center is the source of bounty and the circum-
ference of the circle represents the divine teachings. As long
as there is no transgression beyond the divine teachings, no
division will occur.

Therefore, O loving friends, turn to that Ancient Center and
that Manifest Beauty, the Most Luminous Sun of the Kingdom
of the Unseen. Like radial lines, emanate from that sacred
center and do not transgress the circumference by even a hair’s
breadth, so that you may become the essence of oneness and
the reality of uniqueness, the bright lamp of the Kingdom and
the manifest signs of the Sovereign of the Realm of Might, the
stars in the horizon of oneness and the birds of the gardens of
the All-Merciful.

Praise be to God, through the grace of the Ancient Beauty,
you wear a crown of precious gifts upon your head, carry a
lamp of gracious radiance in your heart, don a robe of para-
disiacal silk, and bear at your waist a sword of divine proofs
and heavenly evidences. You are immersed in the ocean of fa-
vors and illumined by the light of bounty. You are the words of
the Manifest Book and the letters of the Supreme Scriptures,
the clear verses of the Lord of Signs and the wondrous pages
of the Lord of Evidences.

Know the value of this gift and strive day and night for unity,
accord and fellowship. Show utmost respect to one another and
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perfect consideration for each other. Be servants to one another
and demolishers of the edifice of division and evil. The Hands
of the Cause of God who are firm in the Covenant are the lamps
of the horizons. When they decide upon a matter, obedience
and submission are obligatory, and obedience to them brings
about unity, fellowship and oneness among the friends. Beware
of opposition and antagonism.

i Likewise, you must think day and night about teaching the

Cause of God, diffusing the divine fragrances, and exalting the
Word of God. With perfect kindness, humility and lowliness,
guide those who thirst for the pure waters of guidance to the
flowing spring of the All-Merciful. Be a source of bounty to
the destitute and a refuge and shelter to the helpless.

Strive for modern progress and make mighty efforts for sacred
civilization. Establish schools in perfect order and promote the
principles of education. Appoint teachers of utmost sanctity
and purity who possess manners and perfection, and arrange
educators and instructors who are learned in sciences and arts.
The sacred body of the Hands of the Cause of God must su-
pervise the preservation of the conditions and requirements of
these schools so that day by day the means of progress may be
secured in every way and the lights of knowledge may illumi-
nate the world.

Similarly, strive and make effort in promoting industries and
discovering new inventions, expanding the scope of commerce
and industry, establishing the customs of civilization, adorning
the country, showing complete obedience and submission to the
government, and avoiding any trace of corruption. Through
these means, may you become the manifestations of heavenly
confirmation and the dawning-places of divine success.

In truth, the present just government of His Majesty the King
deserves praise and merits the heartfelt, sincere obedience of
all subjects. Exercise utmost care in this regard, for it is oblig-
atory and prescribed by the conclusive divine text. And the
Glory be upon you.
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To: Hubbullah son of Jamal Burujirdi, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art the mystery of thy father and the beloved of thy
Most Glorious Lord! Two letters were received and responses
are being sent. Regarding presence at the Threshold of the
Forgiving Lord, you are permitted but with the same known
conditions and promised covenant.

When a dear soul dons the pilgrim’s garb for the Ka’bah of the
Divine Purpose and determines to visit the Beloved’s dwelling,
surely a gift is fitting and an offering necessary so that the
arrival and visitation may be blessed and fortunate. Your un-
seen gift and precious offering is news of true harmony and
glad tidings of the removal of sincere estrangement between
your honored father and the Hand of the Cause of God. This
is a duty and upon it depends the strength of the Cause. You
yourself can see how much this matter has caused difficulties
and obstacles to arise.

Be fair and consider what a mighty tempest this lone one is
caught in, what unparalleled tribulations I face without any
sympathizer. Relentless arrows from all the enemies of the
Blessed Beauty are shot from every direction, countless swords
of nations are unsheathed, attacks come from every border,
objections and opposition encircle like a surrounding sphere
this center of sorrows, and trials rain down continuously like a
downpour. Endless problems and difficulties, occupations and
hardships like successive ocean waves, writing and speaking
day and night even until dawn. My being is extremely weak,
the effects of separation from His Holiness the Most Holy One
have melted the marrow of my bones, and grief and sorrow
have kindled fire in my innermost being. With weeping eyes
and burning heart, sighs and cries are my companions.

Despite this, what consolation do I have except to observe
that, praise be to God, the thread of harmony is connected
and the foundation of love between all has blocked the path of
discord, the carpet of opposition is rolled up, signs of discord
have disappeared, and the light of unity shines forth. If others
were to be overtaken by the trials of this servant, then they
would know the value of wellbeing.
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I swear by the Ancient Beauty that I became the dust at the
feet of each of the friends, and never, neither in word nor deed,
did I oppose any of the wavering ones, and never did I impose
even a small task on anyone. I said do whatever you wish and
desire, but do not occupy me and do not prevent the exaltation
of the Word of God. Say whatever you want and do whatever
you wish, have nothing to do with me - imagine that I was
never created. Despite this, there are cries and wails, and
complaints of injustice. Still I endure, I do not distance myself
- whoever distances themselves from me, I draw near; whoever
shows pride, I show humility and submissiveness. I am content
that a hundred thousand arrows strike my breast rather than
dust settle on anyone. I have become weak from intense grief....
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Two missives sealed
with steadfastness and firmness arrived and were considered
with the eye of loving-kindness. From their contents radiated
supreme steadfastness and the effulgent lights of firmness in the
Covenant of the Most Glorious Beauty. Praise be to God that
He has nurtured such servants in the bosom of His favor who
are manifest standards for the mighty fortress of the Covenant
and brilliant full moons for the great tower of the Testament.
They are piercing meteors to the violators of the Covenant and
mighty pillars to those who waver in the cradle. In praise of
the Beloved of the horizons their tongues are speaking tongues,
and in the garden of faithfulness they are lofty palm trees.

Therefore you must, in gratitude for this success, strive
earnestly that no discussion occur among the friends that
would cause discord, conflict and dispute. If differences of
opinion arise on any matter, both sides should maintain
complete silence and inquire about it. Whatever answer is
sent, they should follow it. In any case, this is what I ask
of you: that through the assistance and favor of the Most
Glorious Beauty, this discord among the friends in Tehran be
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eliminated, for it has become a cause of derision and these
servants are being reproached.

Mu’awiyah was asked: “Despite the fact that the Prophet said
regarding you ‘May God never fill his belly,” and said ‘God’s
curse be upon the she-camel, its rider and its leader,” and your
father broke the Prophet’s tooth, and your mother sucked the
liver of Hamzah the Prophet’s uncle, and you yourself were
detested - how did you become the sovereign ruler of Islam
and establish yourself on the throne of the caliphate?” He
replied, “It was because the companions of the Commander of
the Faithful disagreed so much, and the more they disagreed,
the stronger I became.”

In any case, now too the violators are in the utmost joy and
delight due to the discord among the friends, while this servant
is in the depths of grief and sorrow. Surely you are not content
with my grief and the joy of the people of darkness. O thou
who art firm in the Covenant! Now is the time for you to gird
up the loins of endeavor and uproot this discord from among
the friends. This multiplicity of greetings was not so important
as to become such a cause of discord among the friends that its
tremors would reach the Holy Land and multiply the sorrows
a hundredfold.

These four greetings were established by the Exalted One, may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him, and from these four greetings
the intention was the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him, for He is the Most
Great Name, the Most Great Light, and the Most Great Mani-
festation. None of them are abrogated in the Law of God, and
whatever was current in the Blessed Days remains unchanged
until the Day of the new resurrection. Since “Allah-u-Abha”
was the attribute of the believers in God’s unity, therefore the
greeting should be “Allah-u-Abha”. Moreover, this servant’s
utmost desire is that all remembrances and prayers be of the
Blessed Name, and when I hear the call of “Allah-u-Abha” my
spirit quivers and my soul rejoices and I immediately cry out
“Where is this musician who uttered the Friend’s name?”

However, if someone should utter “Allah-u-Ajmal”, they
should not be denounced or belittled, for there is no abro-
gation of it in the sacred text of God’s Law. Omne should
say with utmost gentleness and kindness that in the time
of the Manifestation the greeting was “Allah-u-Abha” and
in the days of concealment it was also the practice of those
who were firm and the attribute of those who were steadfast,
even the greeting of him whom God will make manifest was
“Allah-u-Abha”. Therefore we should follow and obey. If they
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accept this, well and good; if not, write confidentially to the
Holy Land about the situation and a decisive ruling will come
from there.

If discord is to arise between the friends of God over such minor
matters, then what will happen later? In any case, you must
eliminate this discord from among the friends. None of them
are at fault at all. Resort to the utmost love, harmony, unity
and friendship so that those who waver do not become joyful
and delighted.
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To: Hallaj, Ustad Hasan et al., in Qum
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who have been wronged in the path of God!

The loved ones of the Almighty have always been exposed to
the dire oppression and tyranny of the people of iniquity, and
His chosen ones have continually suffered woeful cruelties at the
hand of the perfidious. The friends of God have always quaffed
the cup of adversity proffered by the hand of the immortal
Cupbearer. They have been made targets for the darts and
spears of the curses, accusations and reviling that the rebellious
and the wicked hurled at them, and have been persecuted and
ill-treated by their opponents among the people of the world.
Indeed these tribulations are the very draught with which the
Well-Beloved of the world was inebriated, and these calamities
are but the effulgent light whereby the luminous brow of the
Day-Star of the world was illumined.

Therefore think not that this fierce opposition and cruelty hath
brought humiliation and abasement upon you. Nay, I swear by
God, besides Whom there is none other God, they redound to
imperishable glory and unfading bounty. Indeed this persecu-
tion is a cooling draught and these trials a source of delight.
This poison is but sugar and this venom the essence of sweet-
ness. This stab in the breast is a soothing balm to heart and
soul, and this bitter medicine a healing remedy. Oneis sense
of taste must be unimpaired to perceive its sweetness and to
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savour its relish. Otherwise to a bilious patient sugar and
honey taste more bitter than venom, and to the diabetic a
sweet drink is more harmful than deadly poison.

Meanwhile, O ye loved ones of God, let not these sufferings
grieve you, nor let your hearts be sore with sorrow. Erelong
will all take a pride in them and will seek distinction and glory
in both worlds. One will say: In one period I endured hardships
by reason of my faith and certitude in the one true God and
was recompensed with certain bounties. Another will state: Be-
cause of the love I cherished for the Best Beloved of the world, I
once quaffed a deadly poison like unto a cup of eternal life and
since then I have received His perpetual grace. Yet another
will exclaim: In the path of servitude at the Threshold of the
Almighty I was cast into prison and gained boundless favours
in return. Another will declare: As a result of the illumination
I received from the Day-Star of ethereal glory I was made cap-
tive and held fast in chains and stocks, for which exceptional
rewards were lavished on me. Another will say: My heart was
set ablaze with the fire of His love in such wise that I hastened
to the field of sacrifice, and kissed the edge of the sword. An-
other will state: The blessed body of my illustrious father was
hacked to pieces in the arena of sacrifice for the sake of my glo-
rious Lord. Another will say: My honoured grandfather was
inebriated with the cup of martyrdom which the Cup-Bearer
of Godis eternal Covenant proffered unto him and he became
the recipient of manifold favours and bestowals. Still another
will exclaim: Our blessed household was ruined in the path of
the Adored One. And still another will exclaim: Our innocent

ancestors were made homeless for having promoted the Word
of God.

5 In short, everyone, well-pleased, jubilant and leaping with joy

will recount these events at length and will glory in them before
the other peoples and kindreds of the earth. Then it will be-
come unmistakably clear and manifest, even to outward seem-
ing, what a great bounty, what a supreme blessing these afflic-
tions and trials in the path of the Blessed Perfection had truly
been.

i Therefore it behoveth you, O loved ones of God, to raise up

your hands in thanksgiving unto the Threshold of the peer-
less One and say: O one and only God, O matchless Creator!
Praised and glorified art Thou for having placed this splendid
crown upon the brow of these helpless ones, and this mantle
of eternal glory on the shoulders of these indigent ones. The
rays of Thy sanctity fell upon bodies of clay and the lights of
the world of eternity shone forth. A flame of Thy bestowal
from the enkindled fire appeared and gave the hearts eternal
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life. Thanks be to Thee for this blessing and this bestowal and
this bounty with which Thou hast distinguished these helpless
ones. Thou art the Generous, the Merciful and the All-Loving.
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AB00543

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Khan Munshi (Muhammad Ali Munshi), in Tabriz

Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! The hearts have been overwhelmed by the
covering of perturbation, and the eyes have been veiled by the
clouds of transgression. The eyes have been deprived of behold-
ing the lights, and the ears have been prevented from hearing
the mysteries. O Lord! Tear asunder the veils and burn away
the coverings that conceal vision, and remove the covering from
insight, O Possessor of Bounty! Verily Thou art the Uncoverer,
the Tearer of veils and clouds, and the Manifester of the Sun
at high noon.

“O servant of the Truth! Truth has appeared like the shining
sun. What a pity it has come to a city of the blind!”

The Most Glorious Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones) thirty years before His ascension guided all to a
specific reference point, and repeatedly guided the believers
present. Later in the Most Holy Book, with clear text like
an impregnable fortress, He guided to the appointed station.
Night and day He would warn and awaken the beloved ones,
sometimes explicitly, sometimes implicitly, sometimes through
metaphor, sometimes through allusion, until the Clear Book
and the Preserved Tablet of God’s Covenant was recorded
by the Supreme Pen and the Center of the Covenant was ex-
plained. The Sun of the Covenant shone forth and the light
of the greatest guidance gleamed, so that after the ascension
no differences would arise, no independent judgment would
emerge, and no one would fly with their own wings. The sec-
ond Caliph would not say “The Book of God is sufficient for
us,” the third Caliph would not declare “I am the possessor of
the two lights.” The Center of the Covenant would be known,
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and the Interpreter of the verses of the Day-Star of the hori-
zons would be explicitly appointed. Small and great, all would
obey. Mighty and lowly, all would seek guidance.

Now the appointed Center is abandoned and the specific ref-
erence point is forsaken and overthrown. The defeated parties
are prancing about and doubts born of personal interpreta-
tion have overcome the heart of every coward, and a thousand
calumnies are on their tongues. One says they have abrogated
the Law, another says they have removed prayer and fasting.
One group says this and another group says that. All these re-
ports and stories are purely for casting doubts, otherwise the
religion is the religion of God and the Law is the Law that
does not change or alter until the Day of God. We are all shel-
tered under the divine Law and bound by divine ordinances.
We cannot deviate and we will not rebel. What notion is this
and what thought? From this scheme they will see no fruit
except their own disgrace and will find no escape for them-
selves. Their purpose in these calumnies is to perturb minds
and disturb thoughts. This servant is the first to hold fast
to God’s Law and the first to follow God’s commands - come
and see! But these souls who spread these calumnies - do they
know anything of God’s Law or have they practiced any of the
divine ordinances?

You should inquire. Their law is casting doubts and their reli-
gion is following ambiguous verses like previous peoples. The
people of Moses consider themselves first in obedience to Moses
and practitioners of all commandments, yet they crucified the
Spirit (Christ). Likewise others broke the teeth and lips of the
Prophet. The people of the Furqan (Qur’an) consider them-
selves people of the Law and executors of the ordinances, and
pray a thousand cycles of prayer in a night, yet they fired a
hundred thousand bullets at the blessed breast of the Exalted
One (the Bab). And the people of the Bayan pray and fast,
but every hour they shot thousands of arrows at the illumined
breast. But these servants are believers in God, certain of
God’s verses, followers of God’s Law, practitioners of God’s
ordinances, and firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant. Yet
according to these people, whoever is firm in the Covenant is
immoral, an infidel, a loser, one who abandons prayer, breaks
the fast, and violates the Law, even if they perform the wor-
ship of the first and the last. You should ask the narrator what
are the conditions and pillars of prayer - “By the Lord of the
Ka’bah, he was dumbfounded!” And the glory be upon you.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar
Date: 1900 or <

O true companions! All humankind are as children in a school,
and the Dawning-Points of Light, the Sources of divine reve-
lation, are the teachers, wondrous and without peer. In the
school of realities they educate these sons and daughters, ac-
cording to teachings from God, and foster them in the bosom
of grace, so that they may develop along every line, show forth
the excellent gifts and blessings of the Lord, and combine hu-
man perfections; that they may advance in all aspects of hu-
man endeavor, whether outward or inward, hidden or visible,
material or spiritual, until they make of this mortal world a
widespread mirror, to reflect that other world which dieth not.

> O ye friends of God! Because, in this most momentous of ages,
the Sun of Truth hath risen at the highest point of the spring
equinox, and cast its rays on every clime, it shall kindle such
tremulous excitement, it shall release such vibrations in the
world of being, it shall stimulate such growth and development,
it shall stream out with such a glory of light, and clouds of grace
shall pour down such plentiful waters, and fields and plains
shall teem with such a galaxy of sweet-smelling plants and
blooms, that this lowly earth will become the Abha Kingdom,
and this nether world the world above. Then will this fleck
of dust be as the vast circle of the skies, this human place
the palace-court of God, this spot of clay the dayspring of the
endless favors of the Lord of Lords.

3 Wherefore, O loved ones of God! Make ye a mighty effort
till you yourselves betoken this advancement and all these
confirmations, and become focal centers of God’s blessings,
daysprings of the light of His unity, promoters of the gifts
and graces of civilized life. Be ye in that land vanguards of the
perfections of humankind; carry forward the various branches
of knowledge, be active and progressive in the field of inven-
tions and the arts. Endeavor to rectify the conduct of men,
and seek to excel the whole world in moral character. While
the children are yet in their infancy feed them from the breast
of heavenly grace, foster them in the cradle of all excellence,
rear them in the embrace of bounty. Give them the advantage
of every useful kind of knowledge. Let them share in every
new and rare and wondrous craft and art. Bring them up to
work and strive, and accustom them to hardship. Teach them
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i O my God, my God!
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to dedicate their lives to matters of great import, and inspire
them to undertake studies that will benefit mankind.

Resolve all matters, both small and great, through consulta-
tion. Do not undertake any important matter without con-
sultation. Think of one another, assist in each other’s affairs,
share in each other’s sorrows. Leave none of the nation’s people
in need. Help one another so that all may unitedly and har-
moniously become as one body. In gatherings of remembrance
and places of worship, seek confirmation for the government.
Pray for the throne of sovereignty. Serve His Majesty the just
King with perfect sincerity, for until now not even the slightest
harm has come to this community from His Majesty; rather he
has provided protection and preservation. You must, according
to the decisive text, be well-wishers with heart and soul.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

These are servants who have entered
beneath the shade of the tree of Thy mercy and sought refuge
in the cave of Thy divine unity. They have nursed from the
breast of Thy Lordship and dwelt in the vicinity of Thy train-
ing. O Lord! Assist them from all directions, open unto them
the doors of success and deliverance, grant them the fruits
of prosperity and life, adorn their outward beings with the
gifts of divinity and illuminate their inner realities with the
lights of mercy. Make them progress in all conditions and
ascend to the highest degrees of happiness, O Thou Living
and Self-Subsisting One, until their hearts become centers of
divine inspirations, their souls sources of heavenly evidences,
their spirits gladdened by the glad-tidings of divine unity, their
bodies adorned with human qualities, their minds penetrating
in discovering the realities of created things and the hidden
properties of existing things. Make them signs of Thy gifts,
evidences of Thy favors, manifestations of Thy traces and the
dawning-places of Thy lights. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, the Giving, the Kind. And glory be upon the
loved ones of God.

SWAB#102, BRL_ CONSULT#19x, BSW#10.12x, BSW#18.12x, COC#0185x,
LOG#0588x, LOG#0712x, LOG#0999x
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To: Baha’is of Adharbayjan, in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1900 or <

O friends in Azerbaijan! We must have Azerbaijan. Rout
the Covenant-breakers with Azeri spirit and make Tabriz over-
flow with the cup of the Covenant. Make Milan the goblet
of the Testament and Mamagqgan the center of the sovereign of
the Covenant. Make Sisan like Sistan of Rustam-i-Dastan and
Usku the paradise of the favors of the Countenance of God.
Make Ardabil a flowing spring and Salmas a mine of the Most
Merciful’s diamonds. Make Maraghih the garden and meadow
of the knowledge of God and Khuy the mirror reflecting the
charm of that Peerless Beloved.

That region has from ancient times been the object of prov-
idential grace and the focus of the gaze of the Divine Unity.
The Ancient Beauty regarded it with favor and the friends of
that land were encompassed by the kindness of the Chosen One.
Likewise the Bab - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - was
for a time imprisoned in the fortresses and strongholds of that
land and was suspended in the field of sacrifice, His mirror-like
breast becoming the target of a thousand bullets and His pure
body falling in pieces to the ground. Other martyrs too in that
land gave their lives and drank the cup of martyrdom from the
hand of the cup-bearer of grace. That divine blood shall so
surge in that soil that it will make East and West crimson and
the envy of Solomon’s seal-ring.

3 Despite these heart-rending events and the radiance of the
night-illumining candle and this resurrection in Tabriz, we
must become fervent and diffuse musk-like fragrance to all re-
gions until the heat of the love of God shines forth and the
fragrance of the love of God perfumes all nostrils. O friends,
rest not for a moment and take not a breath, but hasten day
and night and strive and cry out until in our lifetime that
land brings forth plants and that plain and desert yields fruit-
bearing trees, until the mystery of truth dawns and the Sun
of the Dawning-place of Unity shines from the Kingdom of the
Unseen.

This Soul-entrancing Beloved, that is, divine guidance, must
one day appear resplendent in that bridal chamber and this
joy and gladness and feast of delight must find adornment in
that land. But the difference lies here - whether in the days of
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servitude of these servants the desired Beauty of guidance will
appear manifest in the gathering, or whether after our setting
and ascension this breeze will gradually come and this lamp
will be lit in the glass of the assembly.

5 So O my heart-attracting friends, O my companions and inti-

mates, O fellow-servants of Abdu’l-Baha and associates of this
captive to the love of Baha, come let us join hands and become
of one accord, become united in breath and covenant and agree-
ment, and sacrifice our lives and shake our sleeves at the world
and its peoples, that we may sow the seed of fidelity in this
faithless world and with radiant faces and tidings full of signs
make our way from this transient world to that eternal realm,
and like a victorious army, having routed the ranks of enemies,
march with drums and trumpets and banners unfurled to the
borders of the Abha Kingdom.

i My God, my God! These are servants who have turned to the

Kingdom of Thy mercy and clung to the hem of Thy oneness
and detached themselves from all else but Thee and declared
themselves free from other than Thee and purified their faces
for Thy gracious countenance and walked the straight and up-
right path, and remained firm in the Covenant and drew light
from the Daystar of the horizons and were attracted to the
Dawning Star and whose hearts were set ablaze with the fire
of longing for the Kingdom of Thy holiness and the heaven of
Thy nearness and who turned away from the lower concourse
and were drawn to the Supreme Concourse out of love for Thee
and reliance upon Thee. O Lord! Illumine their lamp and
brighten their morn and ordain their success and prosperity.
Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Merciful,
verily Thou art the Ancient Bestower.
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends and steadfast ones in the Covenant! The dawn
of the Covenant glows with radiant light, and the Witness of
the Covenant is the lamp of the gathering. The eastern horizon
is illumined and the western realm is perfumed, and the uni-
verse is fragrant with the sweet scents from the rose-garden of
the Covenant. The light of sanctification has brightened both
East and West from the invisible Kingdom, and has become
as armor and mail for the body of God’s Cause. Although the
people of doubts, through the power of darkness, seek to con-
ceal this abundant grace and this manifestation of light, and
strive with utmost effort to uproot and destroy the Dawning-
places of the Covenant, yet this manifest light shall, with one
ray, dispel and eliminate the darkness of hatred and rancor,
and with one beam shall scatter it to nothingness.

Glory be to God! They desire to prevent the waves of bounty
from the ocean of grace, and seek to stop the life-giving breeze
from blowing. How far from possible, how far! The cloud of
invisible mercy shall not cease its outpouring of grace, and the
most luminous Sun shall not be prevented from shining upon
land and sea. There is no end to the fruits of the blessed Tree
of Tuba, and no cessation to the rustling of the divine Lote-
Tree. The outpourings from the invisible Kingdom of Abha
flow like a treasure from the Supreme Concourse, and the ef-
fulgences of the Sun of Reality shine forth from the hidden hori-
zon. What authority or effect can the darkness of doubts have
against these manifestations and effulgences? What influence
can interpretations of the ambiguous verses yield, except that
the Covenant-breakers, like spiders, seek to heal their wounds
with their own web, weaving around themselves and drawing
veils over their own faces, concealing and depriving themselves,
but not the radiance of the sun?

3 O loved ones of God! The penetrating power of God’s Cause,
like the circulation of spirit, has set the body of the horizons
in motion, and like an artery has begun to pulse in the heart
of contingent being. The life of the human world depends
upon this endless bounty which bestows eternal life and shines
like the brilliant dawn across the universe. Despite this mani-
festation and appearance and this night-illumining flame, the
senseless bats cry out “Where is the light?” and “When will
this pitch darkness be dispelled?” For the inflammation of envy
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has blinded eyes, and the intensity of hatred has deafened ears,
silenced tongues, and alienated hearts.

For from the rays of the sun full of light

The blind eye perceives naught but heat

Now, O steadfast ones in the Covenant, arise to praise and
glorify the peerless Lord, and open your tongues in gratitude
for the favor and bounty of the one true God, for praise be
to God, you have been blessed with this infinite grace and
confirmed in this greatest gift. Be illumined like unto candles,
and become the adorning beauty of every rose-garden. Like
the morning breeze, bestow eternal life, and like the merciful
dawn, shed enlightening rays. Become fountains of eternal life
and flames of the fire of oneness. Be signs of the Kingdom and
standards of the bounties of the realm of might. The world of
being is a tempestuous sea, and the shore of this ocean is the
Covenant of the All-Merciful. Therefore, board the celestial
ship, unfurl the sails of high endeavor, and with the winds of
abundant grace, traverse this surging sea, taking refuge on the
shore of the Covenant, so that in the realm of bounty, you may
be established upon the throne of the sovereignty of the love
of God.

Exert yourselves night and day, that you may build the Fre-
quented Temple in this glorious clime, so that, intoxicated with
the pure wine and the cup whose mixture is of camphor, you
may become intimate companions harmonious with the call of
“Am I not your Lord?” And The Glory be upon you!
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Date: 1900 or <

O God, my Shelter, my Refuge, my Goal and my Desire! Thou
seest me, O my God, submerged in an ocean of calamities and
plunged in the seas of tribulation, while their surging depths
surge over me and their mighty waves crash upon me. The
arrows are aimed, the spears are leveled, the swords are un-
sheathed, and attacks come from all directions near and far.
And I am alone, solitary, wounded, fallen, sick and abased
among aggressive peoples and rebellious nations. Yet Thou
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dost decree for me afflictions that break backs and overwhelm
the darkness of night, that rend garments and cut hearts -
among them the tribulation of Thy servant whom Thou didst
raise in the cradle of Thy care and nurture at the breast of
Thy mercy, whom Thou didst rear in the lap of Thy bounty
and guide in the embrace of Thy direction, until Thou didst
attract him through Thy fragrances to Thy city and honor him
with Thy presence and let him hear Thy address and entrusted
him with Thy Book and sent him to other lands with the sweet
savors of Thy traces and tablets of mysteries, making him a
messenger of Thy glorious Word and intermediary for deliver-
ing Thy gracious Book.

He girded up, O my God, the skirts of mighty effort and spared
no exertion in traversing the wilderness and desert wastes,
never falling short in crossing valleys, strongholds and plains,
until he delivered Thy scriptures and pages to Thy loved ones
and cast the garment of Thy tablets upon the eyes of Thy
chosen ones. Thus every eye that had grown white from weep-
ing at separation from Thee was restored to sight, and every
nostril ready to inhale the fragrance of Thy holiness was per-
fumed. These brilliant services in Thy radiant city continued
from him, O my God, as he bore the tablets of Thy glad-tidings
and visited regions to teach Thy Cause, until by Thy decree
and ordainment I migrated to the Land of Mystery, the seat for
spreading Thy fragrances, exalting Thy Word and manifesting
Thy proof. He was the first to carry Thy scriptures to other
parts and spread those fragrances, O my God, and gladden the
hearts of Thy loved ones with glad-tidings.

When the affluent ones sent Thee, O my Beloved, to this des-
tined prison and cut off news from those burning with the fire of
deprivation in distant frontiers, that zealous messenger sought
Thee out, undeterred by the censure of the masses, O my For-
giving Lord. He entered Thy Most Great Prison and came
before Thee with a throbbing heart, burning breast, flowing
tears and exhausted patience. He was honored, O my Beloved,
to stand in Thy presence and attained the blessing of being
near Thee, and applied to his sore, tear-shedding eyes the dust
of Thy pure and holy threshold. Then Thou didst send him
to Thy loved ones whose eyes were sore from weeping at sepa-
ration from Thee, whose hearts were consumed by the fire of
anguish at remoteness from Thee, whose livers were crushed by
the flames of grief, their innermost beings aflame. Thou didst
entrust him with tablets sent to the loved ones in the furthest
regions.
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O Lord! He crossed the desert wastes, traversed the wilderness,
passed over mountains, seas and hills, delivered Thy messages,
gladdened the hearts of Thy loved ones, expanded the breasts
of Thy chosen ones, and made them speak in remembrance of
Thee at Thy threshold and seek intercession in Thy presence.
These magnificent endeavors continued from him, O my God,
and these mighty services followed one after another, and he
was blessed with acceptance and presence and attention and
address and the revelation of tablets and the attainment of
supreme triumph every morn and eve.

5 O Lord! Illumine his face in the Supreme Concourse, perfume
his nostrils with holy fragrances in Thy most exalted Kingdom,
admit him to Thy All-Glorious Kingdom, honor him with at-
taining Thy presence, shelter him in the precincts of Thy great
mercy, grant him the supreme gift, shade him with the Lote-
Tree of the furthermost boundary, give him to drink from the
cup of Tasnim in the verdant gardens, clothe him in the robes
of forgiveness and beneficence in the highest paradise. Ver-
ily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who callest out to the Covenant of the Resplendent
Luminary! By the life of God, hearts accompany thee in thy
journeys, and spirits are thy companions throughout the hours
of night and day, never neglecting thee for the twinkling of an
eye. I beseech my Lord, the Most Glorious, to assist thee with
a power from the Supreme Concourse and hosts from the Most
Exalted Kingdom, to confirm thee in all matters and make
thee His brilliant sign, His manifest banner, a star rising in the
horizon of the Covenant, and a light shining with the utmost
brilliance.

O Lord! This is Thy servant who hath endured every affliction
in Thy path and borne every hardship in Thy love. He left
behind family and kin in the prime of youth and springtime
of life, turning to Thee in life’s vigor with an enkindled heart,
an attracted spirit, burning vitals, flowing tears and exhausted
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patience. He entered Thy luminous city while its people were
heedless, attained Thy presence, drank the cup of faithfulness,
became intoxicated with the wine of bounty, and served Thy
Cause with a heart overflowing with joy in gatherings of de-
light, with mention that expanded breasts, with breath that
perfumed the surroundings, and with a pure, tranquil, con-
tented and well-pleasing soul in the Abha Kingdom.

Then Thou didst preserve him, O my God, in Thy city of peace
where he endured every hardship from the servants who were
heedless of Thy luminous countenance. He was persecuted,
O my God, by all peoples and enemies, and was burned by
the fire of their hatred blazing to the heavens. Tribulations
intensified against him and calamities multiplied beyond count,
causing earth and heaven to weep and birds to lament in their
verdant groves, until he traveled and arrived at the Most Great
Prison in the blessed and luminous spot, seeking refuge with
Thee in this fortress whose inner part containeth mercy while
outwardly it portendeth chastisement.

Then Thou didst send him to distant lands and vast regions
to guide people to the path of guidance and forbid them from
following self and desire. He went with a heart supplicating
to Thee, a spirit gladdened by Thy breathings, a heart aflame
with the fire of Thy love, and a being enkindled with the flames
of Thy knowledge. He called out Thy name and summoned all
to Thy most exalted light, gave the seekers to drink from the
cups of guidance, and showed the longing ones the signs of the
Abha Kingdom, until he fell into the hands of bitter enemies
and was afflicted by the tyranny of the people of cruelty, falling
into severe imprisonment under chains and fetters.

He remained in their prison for several years, then was de-
livered and reached by the glad tidings of Thy favors which
encompassed the chiefs. He returned to Thee and came before
Thee and remained in Thy presence until the fire of separation
blazed up, the radiance disappeared and the horizons dark-
ened. Then the power of the Covenant seized him, his heart
was stirred by the breeze of faithfulness, he arose to vindicate
the Covenant and burned for the Wronged One of the time.
He abandoned comfort and ease, bade farewell to family and
blessings, and turned toward all regions, speaking Thy praise,
arising in Thy Cause, spreading Thy Covenant, drinking from
Thy cup, arising to serve Thee, patient in tribulation, grateful
in dire calamity.

O Lord! Guard him from the hands of the Covenant-breakers,
preserve him from the evil of those who hate, assist him with
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the hosts of Thy Kingdom, O Lord of the worlds! Through llxs 4 é)U »}3\ edel & il 5 bl
him spread the banners of unit‘y, raise through him the signs BP TRV fb'” Lla o Jﬂw") N ﬂ—”
of oneness, extend through him the carpet of detachment, ¢ ji Clc J{ CL’ ol o35 Il

make smooth through him the rough paths of error, and

’ Se s LIV g Jlazl) sl jueall e
straighten through him the crookedness of every arrogant s dlell )
oppressor. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the INBA8S:182

Transcendent. Glory be upon Thee!

AB00683

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1900 or <

All praise be unto God Who hath revealed Himself through His = {Ms ddin &b 5 A2 :;5‘- 6.:6\ & AF
Beauty, appeared in the greatness of His Glory, shone forth );; 5 b 2L C‘y 5 Ay s B4
with the light of His Countenance, blazed forth with the ra- o )l;J\ il slin oy LK)
diance of His Visage, and illumined all creation through the > M - z::a € o
dawning of the morn of His attributes. The dwellers of Sinai * 43l 4"““ S ‘.’{z) lons s s Yl ‘L”‘“‘ S
were thunderstruck in the Mountain of the Cause, the divines s '$8 f O sanal 5 Lias 195
were bewildered in the holy vale, falling unconscious, and those ;')\;)\ il SE y S L L) Kol | AlY
firm in faith were thunderstruck, then recovered and exclaimed: (‘J’J‘
“Glory be unto Thee! We turn unto Thee in repentance, for

verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful!”

O Lord! Thou hast removed the veil and cast aside the cov- =J< sl Al Sl xS u 6l e
ering, revealing Thyself throughout all regions, illumining the (, -_ 4 PPN );. B CU"W\ f e
horlzons, opemr‘lg our inner ar‘ld outer vision, grantu.rlg us the \):Y\ RTINS L@),)Lm\(\, Lol
sight of those lights, unstopping our ears and causing us to j.JL (S Lol SIS L it
hear Thy call both secret and manifest, expanding our breasts, ? ’

rending asunder for us the veils concealing the mystery of o Uy el wﬂ 2 )LPY\
Thy Cause, kindling within the glass of hearts the lamps of A Sl 3 Dl ‘;«/’ S
light, and raising the oppressed from the depths of abasement 22> (» (| Cad ) )r” @L‘”
and degradation to the summit of knowledge, making them X V“'l”' 3 0B A @\ I olshl JAl
ifaders and making the.m inheritors. And the glory, .resplen— o AU CW‘ Cbu‘ T s o)) p—r\""

ent, effulgent and brilliant from the Most Glorious Kingdom, A .

doth encompass and illumine the Lote Tree of the Uttermost ! s)f‘J‘wt}L’-ﬁ' SRC 6“”? | oSl
Boundary, the Farthest Mosque, and the honored Temple, be- 2> s (‘;—“ Sl 5 o2V el
fore whose sovereignty the mightiest power hath bowed, before — «ia) OB SROR ERt: ) alod) wllald
whose grandeur necks have been humbled, and faces have sub- , _>,Y! cbls| 6)\ Gy o I Cis
mitted to its power that embraceth earth and heaven. a C‘L"‘“J\
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O Samandar, aflame in the Fire kindled in the Blessed Tree
growing upon the highest mount! Thou hast chanted verses of
gratitude to the All-Forgiving Lord, and recited thy letter in
melodies that gladden hearts. I have inhaled from its gardens
of meaning the fragrance of flowers, and from its pools of con-
tent have drunk sweet, refreshing waters flowing from waves
of confirmation of the seas. Thereupon did I loose my tongue
in praise, though I cannot reckon praise unto my All-Forgiving
Lord, and I thanked my Master for enabling His sincere ser-
vants to occupy themselves with His remembrance, to be enkin-
dled with the fire of His love, to be attracted by the fragrances
of flowers and the breezes of dawn wafting from His sacred gar-
dens. Verily, I cherish the earnest hope and intense desire that
He will raise up in His lands servants like towering mountains,
lofty peaks, and surging, waving standards, like stars rising
and shining from the horizons of existence with the light of
witnessing, whose noble deeds shall ascend and soar with the
passing of days, whose glorious works shall spread and circu-
late throughout the world, and whose endeavors and paths the
Herald of the Most Glorious Kingdom shall praise. Blessed are
they! Blessed are they!

O my Lord, my Refuge, my Shelter, my Haven, and my Deliv-
erance! I have stretched forth unto Thee the hands of suppli-
cation, humility and devotion, relying upon Thy All-Merciful
Presence, clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy Oneness, seek-
ing and hoping for Thy aid, Thy protection, the victory of Thy
hosts, and the support of Thy armies from the concourse of
angels of Thy Kingdom and the legions of the dwellers of Thy
Realm, for Thy servants who have turned their faces purely to-
ward Thy gracious countenance, who have been guided to Thy
straight path, who have walked in Thy mighty way, and who
have been set aflame by the fire blazing in the Blessed Spot
with Thy brilliant light.

O Lord! These are servants who have taken refuge in the cave
of Thy mercy, who have come as guests to the shelter of Thy
Oneness, who have arrived at the sweet waters flowing from the
fountain of Thy favor, who have sought shade beneath the Tree
of Thy bounty, and who have taken refuge in Thy mighty cave
and exalted shelter. O Lord! Make them Thy manifest signs in
Thy lands, Thy waving banners over the heads of Thy servants,
Thine effective arrows in the breasts of Thine enemies, Thy
drawn and gleaming swords in the battlefields of disputation
with Thy foes. Loose their tongues in Thy remembrance and
praise, cause them to speak with Thy proof and evidence, make
them proofs of the Day of Thy Manifestation and missives of
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Thy Kingdom, and grant them a true mention among those — Jer! s SSle Jluy 5 Sy5eb o S
who come after. AN G G ol V"L
BRL_DAK#0819, MKT1.236, AYBY.335

#018,  MJMJ2.063bx,  MJMJ2.091x,
MMG2#131 p.147x, MMG2#390 p.437x

AB00712

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

I O martyr, son of the martyr, steadfast in God’s Covenant and = #l.s 5 &) uge e c,fLZH ,\:f.:J\ o .A:P:MH Lr:‘ |
His Testament which He took in the realm of immortality from Ly} & Sl 3 u‘° ) 3 3 edil el
a.ll in t}}e klngdon} of creation. By the truth of Goq, it is men- Gk fg, oF f & s da 4l :3;_\ s
tioned in every wise Book. Blessed art thou for this steadfast- W W
ness, glad tidings be unto thee for this firmness, by which the Cf:)‘ \'\f Je ‘g'j s U "\A& ‘Q
Supreme Concourse shower their prayers upon thee. Make the Ul < Al 3&“ Se 4 a6
people firm in this mighty Covenant, the Straight Path, and @ib (\.a..“l‘ bl a5 2l dgdl s e
the Right Way. Indeed it is a Testament, were they but to MQ a3y f‘l“’ Opdns § 3L 4l PR
know, mighty. For by it the pillars of the Cause are strength- ;
ened, the edifice of Truth is raised, the banners of remembrance )
are lifted high, and the religion of God is protected from the R NI ‘&1 a2 Ol ﬁ“
evil of the violators, the distortion of the extremists, and the AR s s A
threat of the interpreters.

r%‘ C:ﬁj:'j :3;—\ QL:» ..o\;.ﬁﬂj ‘/y\ QK)\

2 Your services are recorded in the Abha Kingdom and are now 4 sy <ste gol @8k 55 Ol Slots 2
beyond description before this servant. You should thank your S 5 055 Caws 3l de o 55 55 0,5
Lord at all times for this mighty bounty. Jadl lds e Cpe OT:F a8 ;i:,;&:\ ol

ﬁB;J‘

3 Detailed information about Aqa Khan, Shaykh Ahmad and (el olldle 5 del s OBl Jais 3
Jamalu’d-Din Afghani has been written to you repeatedly, ex- Ll s 3 f ('3;/ gl P O\:ﬁ
plaining that these individuals, along with several other irreli- =~ _~ o )
gious and thoughtless persons, have conspired together and are :
corresponding with corrupt elements in the great city. There is OLSTL ol 08 Sae )3 5 Hlost L
no doubt that corruption will emerge from these ignorant souls. 3l ) 8 g et il 5L !
You must properly explain this situation to the authorities, -2** Deldsl L8 o8 el 51 dal 5% Ol
lest when their corruption becomes manifest, others become hle & j”:b'«’; el b A8
defamed and accused. For they will say that Shaykh Ahmad is ('L'v\s S OlS a8 5 el sls &0
from that community, not knowing that this rejected person is  § i8 wslp § 4 4> 'Y W’ﬁ e
Mirza Yahya’s son-in-law and an outcast from this community,
harboring the utmost enmity toward these servants in all re-
spects. For several years, first personally with Aqa Khan and
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later with Jamalu’d-Din, he has been trying to instigate vari-
ous forms of corruption against these servants in all gatherings
and assemblies.

In any case, the enmity of Yahya—that is to say, the morn
of darkness [subh-i-zulmani]—toward this Baha’i community
is as clear as the sun at midday, evident and well-known, and
even mentioned in all European publications. Despite this, ill-
wishers and pretenders may still try to confuse matters before
the authorities. You must use all means to clarify this situa-
tion again, lest it become like the tale of the camel’s mockery
and the fox’s escape. Praise be to God, these treacherous souls
have met their fate, for they were caught in the great city and
seditious documents were found in their home. Apparently,
God forbid, there was severe criticism of the authorities of that
region and indication of great corruption, and they were cor-
responding with corrupting elements in various regions. Verily
God does not prosper the work of the corrupt ones.

Praise be to God, His Majesty the Shah of Iran has in these
days raised the pavilion of justice and kindness and is working
for the comfort and ease of all subjects, as are the great princes
and noble ministers. In any case, all the loved ones of God
should offer a hundred thousand thanks at the threshold of
the Divine Unity that the evil of these corrupt souls has been
lifted from the head of the government and subjects, for these
souls were deceiving poor, simple people. Thus was cut off
the root of the corrupt people. Praise be to God, Lord of the
Worlds.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Letters were written to Khurasan and sent. They are enclosed.
Please deliver them.
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To: Aga Muhammad Bagqir brother of wife of Mirza Hidayat
Date: 1900 or <

O you who seek refuge at the gate of the Most Great Mercy!

His honor Mirza ‘Inayatu’llah spent several days in Egypt
like sugar-breaking parrots, and like the nightingales of Egypt
warmed up gatherings. From excessive consumption of sweets
and the honeyed delicacies of the Egyptians, complications
arose with the teeth and molars of his honor Mirza, such that
like the mills of Babylon they became completely useless and
defunct. His string of pearls broke apart and his strand of gems
scattered asunder. The arranged pearls became disordered and
the connected jewels were lost.

Now with teeth removed, he has taken in his mouth a new
string of pearls lined up like a row of soldiers. Its adornment
exceeds the defeated first force, and its order and arrangement
is more attractive. However, since this new force consists of
foreigners and strangers, they are not as obedient and compli-
ant as the previous native and familiar force. Sometimes they
arrange battle lines at the borders and create havoc, plunder-
ing the tablecloth and feast. Sometimes they cause corruption
in the realm of the mouth itself and produce burning inflam-
mation. When their sedition increases and their rebellion and
revolt grows, there is no choice but to expel this foreign force
from the territory. Then when peace and tranquility is restored
to the realm of the mouth, the force is returned to its fortifi-
cations and military positions. Perhaps they will display some
valor and hunt birds and fish and gazelles of the wilderness and
mountain partridges and mountain goats and game and tender
lambs. After waging war for two or three meals and plundering
the feast, they again lay the foundation of corruption in the
realm itself. Again they are expelled, again they are restored.

Now this is the situation with this broken wheel and suspended
workshop that they have brought honor to this Most Great
Prison. The rebellious forces do not allow victories to be
achieved. Sometimes without forces they attempt attacks and
night raids through strategic positions, but no decisive victory
or great conquest is attained. All of this was in jest.
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Let us turn to the main point. Since he is named ‘Inayat
(Grace), it is hoped that he will become the light of guidance
and will guide that entire household to the spring of divine
grace. And in that place which is associated with the Most
Great Luminary, may they kindle the fire of the love of God
in such a way that it sets aflame the harvest of hearts and its
blaze and heat inflames all regions and directions. Therefore
we deemed their return appropriate.

; This century is associated with the Ancient Beauty. Its power

and might and sovereignty are manifest and evident like the
sun from the horizon of the world. Its mysteries are wondrous
and its signs are strange. Its radiance is the manifestation of
light and its gleaming illumines a hundred thousand Sinais. Its
ocean is boundless and its grace is endless. Its gardens are ver-
dant and its fountains are flowing. Its drop is an ocean and
its spark is a volcanic mountain of fire. Its spring is eternal
life and its autumn is everlasting spring. The drops of its rain
are pearls; its outpouring is the divine flowing treasure. Its
light illumines the world and its appearance is the most lumi-
nous sun of the Kingdom. Intense effort is needed and mighty
striving is required so that we may become the manifestation
of these favors and become worthy of this bounty.

And glory be upon the people of glory in all conditions and
circumstances.
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AB00762

To: Baha’is of Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends and spiritual companions! The heedlessness
of souls, hardness of hearts, intensity of immersion in desires,
abundance of harmful preoccupations, evil deeds of people, and
following the opinions of those who cause doubts have sub-
jected that region and land to the wrath and anger of the
Lord.
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From the day that essence of guidance, leader of the pious ones,
sovereign of the realm of detachment, and fresh smiling flower
of the garden of supreme bounty - His Holiness Aqa Mortaza -
was martyred in the city of Fars, and in the place of sacrifice,
despite having an illumined countenance like a lit candle in
that gathering and with complete detachment from the hori-
zon of the supreme glad-tidings like a brilliant full moon, the
executioners did not take heed and placed his pure body and
respected temple before the cannon, and when his holy spirit
caused his radiant body to also ascend to the apex and “ele-
vation in life and in death” was fulfilled - from the ill omen
of this great injustice and evident tyranny, calamities from all
directions encompassed that region.

Indeed, the nine signs that encompassed the Copts also befell
the Persians in this way, and the signs of the wrath of the
All-Merciful became manifest. Despite this, they did not take
heed and did not awaken and did not accept counsel and advice.
Rather, day by day heedlessness increased and veiling became
greater and ingratitude for blessings increased and immersion
in desires intensified. No lesson learned, no remorse, no repen-
tance, no regret, no sorrow, no lamentation, no supplication,
no imploring, no distress, and no weariness.

Surely these calamities will continue, and when a calamity pre-
vails due to disobedience, it will not be repelled except through
remorse and regret, and when a fire is ignited by the spark of
rebellion, it will not be extinguished except through the door
of repentance and lamentation and turning to God and rest-
lessness.

But there is one thing that is an immediate remedy for this ail-
ment and the supreme heavenly antidote for this poison, and
one can firmly guarantee it - as soon as it occurs, attainment
of goals will happen, and the life-giving breeze of health and
wellbeing will blow, and heavenly bounty and blessing will ar-
rive, and from all directions in that land the signs of the Lord’s
mercy will become evident. And that blessed matter and ac-
cepted deed which is the magnet of the mercy of the Mighty,
All-Forgiving and the attractor of the favors of the Loving Lord
is a foundation that must be raised high in Fars. This is the
immediate cure for these ailments and the supreme means for
repelling calamities.

As soon as the foundation is laid, the dense sorrows of afflic-
tions and the accumulated clouds of tribulations that have
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made the horizons of that region dark and gloomy will dis-
sipate, and the sun of the bounty of the All-Merciful will rise
and shine forth, and the promise of your Lord will be fulfilled.

Despite this, we pray at the Holy Shrine and offer supplica-
tion and imploring and weep and lament that He may repel
this calamity, and this is not difficult for God. 1 convey the
Most Great, Most Wondrous greetings to all the loved ones
and divine friends.
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To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <
He is the All-Sufficing (-}:Id\ »

O thou who art enraptured by the divine fragrance scattered in
the meadows of the Abha Kingdom! The breezes of exaltation
and delight were diffused when I read the opening words of thy
letter and recited the verses of glorification to My All-Merciful
Lord. I praised Him for His abundant grace and bounty inas-
much as He hath graciously revived the hearts with sweet sa-
vors and ecstasy in such wise that the souls were quickened
with the mention of God and the hearts exhilarated with the
glad tidings of the Lord.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire ablaze in the Burning
Bush! Leave thou the alcove of indolence and ascend to the
apex of confirmation. Hold thou unto means by which the tid-
ings of joy are diffused in those regions and the effulgence of
utterance shine in those lands, for verily, the lions of righteous-
ness roar in those forests and the torrents of true understanding
pour on those meadows.

Make thou thyself arise to be the first to call out the name
of thy Lord in all the regions and the first lamp within which
blazeth the light of triumph and felicity. By My Life, if thou
but knowest what is ordained for this station in the Kingdom
of the All-Glorious, thou wouldst tear away thy garment and
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remove thy garb and plunge into these oceans and reach their
depths which are illumined like unto the light of day.

O my God, O my God, this is Thy servant who hath responded
to Thy call, accepted Thy words and believed in Thy signs. He
hath become versed in Thy proofs and evidences, enkindled
with Thy fire, sought illumination from Thy light, and in the
day Thou manifested Thyself - thunderstruck with Thy splen-
dor - he prostrated himself at Thy threshold. He hath suffered
tribulations in Thy path, and with the manifestation of Thy
Loved One, the reign of affliction upon him intensified. He
tasted every bitterness in the path of Thy love and quaffed of
every virulent cup in his yearning to attain Thy presence. He
endured every abasement in his pursuit to gain Thy pleasure
and plunged into every sea of tribulation and suffering in his
adoration for Thee.

O my Lord, aid him to carry out Thy will and Thy pleasure,
and strengthen his loins by Thy grace and bounty, O Lord
my God, The Most High. Confirm him in Thine obedience,
O Thou Lord of this world and the world to come, and send
down upon him Thy mercy, O Thou the Glory of the Most Glo-
rious. Bestow upon him Thy grace, O Thou the Sovereign of
both earth and heaven, and enable him to champion Thy word
among Thy servants, O thou Who aidest whomsoever Thou
desirest. Thou art the Succourer, the Ordainer, the Almighty,
the Gracious, the All-Bounteous. Abdu’l-Baha Abbas

Praised be God Who hath appeared in His full splendor, man-
ifested His mysteries, revealed the secrets of His Book, an-
nounced His testimonies, raised His standards, disclosed His
signs, proclaimed His clear tokens, dispelled the impediments
that concealed His beauty, and rent asunder the veils of glory.
Praise be unto Him from the one who testifieth with gratitude
to His bounties and recognizeth His blessings and favors.

Blessing, salutation and praise rest upon the Primal Point -
that Light of Divine Guidance and the Flame illuminating the
concourse on high, the Dawning-Place of the Luminary shining
from the realms above, and the Day Spring of splendors from
the Abha Kingdom, the Manifestation of the Great Sign and
the Source of Divine Illumination from the horizon of the con-
course on high, from His Lord, the Glory of the Most Glorious.

The glory that shineth resplendent, manifest, lustrous and bril-
liant from the Sun of Baha, and the light that gleams with
splendor and radiance from the luminary of the Concourse of
Abha, rest, every morning and every evening, upon the pure
and splendid resting place in which lieth the essence of creation,
and the spirit of all that is seen, the light of lights, the mystery
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of mysteries, the holy among the righteous and the pious, the
spirit of spirits, and the life of all souls.
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Low 5 7los

BRL_DAK#0811, MKT1.232, MJMJ2.022x,
MMG2#235 p.263x
ABO00786
To: Ataullah Khan Doctor Afghani, in Samargand
Date: 1900 or <
He is the Self-Subsisting (.;,ZJ\}A

2 Praise be to God Who has manifested Himself through the
light of His beauty and removed the veil from the face of His
glorious majesty, and Who has shone forth with the light of
His reunion on the Sinai of the manifestation of His names and
attributes, whereby the realities of all created things were illu-
mined and the essences of souls and horizons were enlightened
by that effulgence. The divine fire kindled in the hearts of the
faithful was ignited, and the pure hearts rejoiced on this Day
of the Covenant. Tears of joy and gladness flowed, and eyes
overflowed. The hidden and guarded realities were sent forth
from the blessed spot on the Day of Meeting, and the tranquil,
contented and well-pleased souls were drawn to the presence of
the One through conditions sanctified and elevated above the
comprehension of eyes and sight.

And greetings, praise and radiant glory from the Dayspring
of the Sun of Guidance be upon the essence of piety and the
Dawning-Place of the Most Exalted Similitude and the Center
of the manifestation of the Most High Names, which transcend
every attribute, description and praise in the world of creation,
which encompass the hidden spiritual realities concealed from
the eyes of the wise, which possess the universal realities in
the worlds of origination and creation. And verily He is at the
supreme horizon. Glorified be my Most Glorious Beloved.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances wafting from the
gardens of the knowledge of God, who art gladdened by the
lights that have shone forth and gleamed from the Sun that
dawned in the horizon of the Kingdom of God! Place thy
trust in God, then unfurl the sail of the Ark of Salvation upon
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this surging, boundless, wave-tossed sea. Journey through the
depths of the seas and the ocean of mysteries, and explore
the vast deep, that thou mayest witness wondrous signs and
brilliant manifestations, until thou reachest the shore of the
Kingdom, the coast of the Lord of the Realm of Might, the
haven of eternity, the world of the divine cloud, the shelter of
the chosen ones, the refuge of the pure in heart, the Throne of
the All-Merciful upon which He established Himself.

By thy life, O thou who longest for the station of nearness and
harmony! If thou shouldst reach that populated shore and
that holy place which transcends the understanding of every
seeker and hopeful one, thou shalt find thyself a brilliant light,
a radiant beam, a surging sea, a shining star, a flowing spring,
an outpouring cloud, a verdant garden, a flowing fountain, a
gentle breeze, and a holy spirit.

My God, my God! This is Thy servant who has passed his
days wandering in the wilderness of longing, running through
the desert of separation, thirsting for the spring of reunion,
yearning for the sweet waters from the Kawthar and Salsabil
on the Day of Meeting, until the cycles turned and the winds of
destiny cast him to those lands and enabled him to attend the
gathering of one of Thy loved ones - the wandering, lamenting
one who calls out in assemblies in Thy Name, who speaks Thy
praise in every gathering, who has dedicated his life to exalting
Thy Word and spreading the sweet savors of Thy knowledge,
who is attracted to Thy fragrances, enkindled with the fire of
Thy love, who has turned his face toward Thee, who burns with
the flames of separation from Thee, who grieves in the corner
of obscurity from the severe oppression visited upon him by
the onset of the tyrannical hosts in Thy kingdom.

He was illumined by his lamp, guided by his fire of guidance
and the light of his torch, heard Thy words from him, recog-
nized Thy signs, responded to Thy call, and believed in the
appearance of Thy traces. O Lord! Since Thou hast favored
him with this great gift and confirmed him with this bounty
and grace, strengthen his back in Thy Cause which no power
on earth can resist, and make him a sign among the manifest,
brilliant and obvious signs in this mighty cycle. Verily Thou
art the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Hadrat Jim et al., in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O friends! Today is the day of unity and accord, and sincerity
in the Cause of the Luminary of the horizons. It is the time
for sacrificing one’s life and detachment from every name and
trace. It is the day to receive the outpourings from the Ancient
Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), and
the time to be illumined by the Kingdom of the Most Holy
Most Glorious Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for His sacred
threshold).

We had hoped that the divine friends and companions would,
day and night, from the intensity of the fire of love, embrace
and shake hands and show kindness and attraction to each
other - not dispute and argue and curse. What is this condition
that brings a hundred thousand harms? What is this languor
that causes all this sadness and gloom? If the disagreement
is about the station of this servant, I swear by the Sacred
Threshold - and it is truly a mighty oath if you but knew it
- that I have never had and do not have any station except
absolute, pure, complete servitude, free from every conception.
This has been my disposition since I nursed from the breast of
God’s mercy, and this has been my nature since the tenderness
of my youth and my upbringing in the cradle of God’s favors.

Through the grace and bounty of that Mystery of existence, I
hope to perfume the horizons with the holy fragrance of servi-
tude to that purified shrine. And whatever flows from this pen
will remain steadfast. All praise and glorification belongs to
the realm of names and attributes, but true servitude is the
sacred, manifest reality beyond the realm of effacement and
affirmation - it is the Mother Book wherein “God doth blot
out or confirm what He pleaseth.”

And if the disagreement is for the sake of protecting the lan-
guid ones, I beseech God to manifest such steadfastness and
firmness from His loved ones as will dispel all languor and short-
coming. This servant neither objects to anyone’s shortcoming
nor is affected by anyone’s languor. I cling to His blessed hem
and strive in service to His Cause, confident in the confirma-
tion of His Glorious Kingdom, standing firm and steadfast in
the center of servitude. I would not exchange this supreme gift
for sovereignty over the horizon of names and attributes, nor
would I trade this brilliant pearl in the crown of servitude for
the royal crown of both worlds. Soon you shall see that this
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servitude is the most glorious jewel shining on the crown of ac-
ceptance, and the most brilliant ruby gleaming on the crown of
sovereignty in both the seen and unseen realms. And greetings
be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O Lord! Make my face sincere for Your face, and purify me
from the obstacles of my desires and the dangers of my satis-
faction with Your good pleasure. Give me to drink from the
cup of annihilation and intoxicate me with the wine of non-
existence and obliteration. Let the attractions of effacement
and extinction revive me, let the breeze of absolute nothingness
refresh me, let permanence slay me, let wealth impoverish me,
let existence cast me away and prevent me from prostration.

O Lord! Deliver me from these perils and free me from this
intense darkness and guide me on the most straight path, which
is forgetting my contingent existence, becoming oblivious to
my being, neglecting my nature, and turning away from my
desires. By Your might! Permanence is deadly poison to me
while annihilation is a wondrous antidote. Indeed existence is
my affliction, life is my illness, determination is my trial, my
receptivity is my fire and my capacity is my burning.

O Lord! Have mercy on me through Your grace and bounty,
and be kind to me through Your mercy and favor. O Lord!
How long shall this deprivation last and how long this sep-
aration continue? Let me attain the cup of forgiveness and
give me to drink from the spring of life. Verily You are the
All-Merciful.
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To: Mirza Husayn Aliuf Ouskouli
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual friends! The visiting pilgrim namesake of His Ho-
liness the Intended One, Aqa Husayn Daftar-i-Asma’i, after
returning from his journey sent word and requested a kindness
for each one that would serve as a gift for the friends upon his
return and be a cause of encouragement to the hearts of the
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friends. In truth, special letters for each of the friends is oblig-
atory and necessary and among the requirements of love for
every enkindled one. This servant’s utmost desire and hope is
to remember and mention and think of and be occupied with
the friends of God. When I become familiar with their remem-
brance and intimate with their mention, the tongue becomes
sweet with gratitude, the pen tip fragrant with musk, and the
heart joyous. The gates of the spirit open and the reality of vic-
tory and triumph becomes manifest. For the gardens of hearts
it is the rain of mercy, and for the anemones of souls it is the
dew of bounty. For those yearning for the encounter it is the
morning breeze, and for lovers of the Rose-Cheeked Beloved it
is spiritual exhilaration.

But this wanderer in the desert of the love of God is so caught
in the straits of calamities and difficulties and problems and
occupations that there is no opportunity even for sighing and
moaning and wailing and lamenting. All the enemies of His
Holiness the Intended One, may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones, have aimed the arrows of cruelty and spears of
harm at the breast of this wanderer, and with all their might
they strive for uprooting and destruction and schemes of oblit-
eration. All nations with the greatest powers of the world are
attacking, objections from all sects and peoples arriving one
after another, countless hardships and tremendous afflictions
that cannot be described or uttered arriving continuously and
successively. Affairs and matters related to the Cause of God
are turbulent like the surging ocean. The exaltation of the
Word of God and diffusion of the divine fragrances in all parts
of the world is obligatory, management of internal and external
affairs necessary, caring for the friends and conducting their
affairs among the duties, correspondence with all lands and
responses to questions continuous and successive. All these
matters must be conducted by the tip of this pen.

Consider how any opportunity could be found to write individ-
ual letters to each of the beloved of God. Therefore the hope
from all divine friends is that night and day they raise hands
of supplication to the court of the Self-Sufficient Lord and seek
confirmation for this servant: “O Most Glorious Beauty! Grant
victory to this lone and solitary one and assist this one who
has no helper or supporter. A hundred thousand arrows from
friend and stranger are shot at once - be You the supporter and
helper. A hundred thousand spears from within and without
are raised at once - be You the protector and upholder.”

Mr. Husayn should make many copies of this letter in fine
handwriting and give one copy to each of the friends whose
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names were written. O Husayn of Truth, there is no other
solution. I swear by your life that I do not have a moment’s
opportunity. Therefore be content with this detailed letter.
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To: Baha’is of Dawlatabad Malayir
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends! The Holy Manifestations and Dawning-Places
of the Merciful Lights unveiled themselves and rent asunder
the veils from the Hidden Identity and the Cloud of Oneness.
They descended to the worlds of multiplicity from the ranks
of the highest horizon and the zenith of the Abha Kingdom,
descending to the lowest horizon and moving through all sta-
tions until They shone forth like the Greatest Star in the man-
ifest horizon. And in Their manifestation They fell into the
abyss of pain and trials, torment and punishment from every
idol-worshipper and fire-worshipper, and the taunts of foes and
enemies. They found not a moment’s rest nor an instant’s re-
pose. They were consumed in the fire of the denial and pride of
strangers. Every evening They drank from the cup of tribula-
tion and every morning They tasted the poison of destruction.
At times They were bound in chains, at times under threat
of arrow and sword. Omne day They were crucified, another
day burned in raging fire. One was imprisoned in chains like
Joseph and sold for a few dirhams. Another set His face aglow
in the catapult of fire and was consumed by the fire of torment
of the people of the veil. One melted like a candle in the lamp
of contingent existence. Another raised His head high upon
the gibbet like a banner. One’s blood was spilled upon the
earth while another was abased and humiliated in the hands
of oppressors.

In brief, the Holy Dawning-Places endured and bore all these
trials, tribulations, sorrows and calamities so that souls might
be nurtured under the shade of the Tree of the Merciful by
the light of the Sun of Truth in the embrace of mercy, might
be confirmed in insight and vision, might be attracted by the
divine breaths, and might become so illumined by the lights
of infinite bounty that they would become lamps of guidance
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and stars in the heaven of knowledge, set aflame by the fire of
the love of God and consumed by passion for the countenance
of the Peerless Beloved. As lovers of the Kind Friend and en-
raptured by the Beauty of the Most Merciful, they would cast
tumult into the heart of possibility and ecstasy and attraction
into the pole of existence.

O true friends and those attracted to the Divine Beauty! This
is the time of attraction and rapture, the moment of joy and
delight. It is the dawn of glad tidings that is bright, the candle
of the horizons that is exposed to winds. In every gathering it
is the manifest light that is in the rising-place of the highest
heaven. The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name (may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) raised high the ban-
ner of guidance in the place of sacrifice and became, beneath
chains, the Protector of all who seek protection. He shone forth
in the manifest horizon with the lights of trials and appeared
in the realm of possibility with endless calamities, that we, the
dejected ones, might become enkindled, and we, the withered
ones, might burn in the fire of the love of God, might close our
eyes to both worlds, and might burn and be content in the fire
of longing.

Now, O spiritual friends, is it fair that we sit silent and remain
mute, that we stay depressed and live in sorrow? No, by God!
This is not the way of fairness, rather it is pure oppression.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Tabrizi
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art sorrowful! Your letters were received and news
of the severity of your difficulties and troubles caused the ut-
most grief. But the cause is certainly not unknown. When you
were in Istanbul, as you were standing firm in the Covenant
alone and single, how you faced all with complete independence
and were assisted by the heavenly hosts, such that you your-
self were amazed at what power this was and what might this

was. When later in the Holy Land you defiled your ears by
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listening to certain statements, you observed that suddenly all
doors were closed.

You should immediately take heed that until you met that
known person in the bath house and those conversations took
place, even directing you to go to his residence and inquire
from certain prejudiced ones who were drowning in the bribes
of those people whether complaints had been made - I write
this word so you will know that I was aware and informed of
all details both small and great, but did not wish to reveal
anything. You had no fault and no ulterior motive, but they
were persistent. In any case this caused the open doors to close.
Now if you desire those doors to open, make amends for what
was lost and do not ask me what to do - you know well in which
sea you must wash. “Say: God; then leave them to their vain
discourse™!.

As for the matter of the sum you requested to pay your debt:
First, although the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His dust, opened the doors of the treasuries of existence to
the faces of His servants and immersed this helpless one in
the sea of wealth, yet temporarily, outwardly, due to wisdom
He ordained complete hardship - treasure in the sleeve but
empty purse - so that all the friends would be known and
recognized among the peoples of the world for their sanctity
and detachment. Conversely, He temporarily granted some
ease to the people of weakness so that a few weak souls would
become enchanted. But soon you shall see the wavering ones
in manifest loss.

Second, although this servant has never given material assis-
tance to anyone until now, the people of weakness raised an up-
roar throughout the regions that the souls firm in the Covenant
arose in faithfulness for worldly benefit. Woe if this servant
were to assist someone and act like those people in certain ways!
In truth, if you seek ancient glory, be firm in the Covenant; if
you seek eternal wealth, be firm in the Covenant; if you seek
everlasting comfort, be firm in the Covenant and make amends
for what was lost. Although you have no fault, the people of
weakness secretly attacked you and spoke certain slanders in
your presence whose effect was these calamities. And the Glory
be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

L1Qur’an 6:91.
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By God besides Whom there is no God! Immediately upon
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making amends for what was lost, all doors will open. 335 e Sl
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To: Afnan, Abdu’l-Husayn son of Styyid Mirza Afnan, in Yazd

Date: 1900 or <

O graceful branch of the blessed Divine Tree! Give thanks - K& PO W Rt

to the Most Holy One that you have been granted the great-
est divine gifts and were not prevented by any obstacle nor
blocked by any barrier. And that supreme gift is steadfastness
in God’s Covenant - even if you were to surge like an ocean at
every breath in gratitude for these bounties, you could never
adequately thank Him.

Now let me give you glad tidings that will brighten your eyes
and gladden your soul: The Blessed Beauty repeatedly com-
manded the friends to acquire a most delightful and pure lo-
cation on Mount Carmel in Haifa, expressing great joy about
that spot, saying it was supremely beautiful and pure and the
finest location in these parts - indeed it seems without equal
anywhere else in the world.

In any case, four years ago this was purchased specifically for
the Holy Station of the Exalted One (may my spirit, my real-
ity, my essence and my being be sacrificed for His dust). Then
instructions were sent to Rangoon to prepare and send an intri-
cately carved marble sarcophagus of a single piece, along with
a casket made of the finest Indian wood. Six months ago these
two caskets arrived in Haifa after much difficulty and compli-
cations, but no one knew their purpose - they thought perhaps
they were for the Holy Shrine.
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We specifically sent Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah from here with sev-
eral others. They went with utmost care, respect and cere-
mony, with no one but Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah knowing - even
his companions thought they were carrying writings. With
complete humility and reverence they brought the Most Great
Throne - the pure body and sacred temple (may my spirit and
being be sacrificed for His dust) - by palanquin to the land of
Syria and by steamer to the Holy Land. One can imagine what
spiritual joy and delight occurred then.

5 Now on Mount Carmel, at the spot that was previously ac-

quired and prepared, which the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones) had always praised and ordered
to be obtained, and which is extolled in all the books of the
Prophets with clear glad tidings, we are engaged in construct-
ing the Sacred Shrine, to see what may be God’s will.

i Therefore you should join us in hauling earth and stones at that

blessed place - come as soon as possible by whatever means
and attain this supreme honor, which is better for you than
worshipping both worlds. Convey most glorious greetings to
the honored grandmother, the holy mother, and other holy
female members of the Afnan family. And may the Glory be
upon you, O you who are firm in God’s Covenant.
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1900 or <

O my God! O my God! I seek forgiveness from Thee for all
conditions except servitude at Thy exalted threshold. I disso-
ciate myself from all mention and praise except prostration in
Thy All-Merciful presence. I divest myself of every garment
except the robe of lowliness and contrition in the court of Thy
Divine Oneness. I flee from every station except arrival at the
precincts of Thy Self-Subsisting Lordship.
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By Thy glory, the sweetness of servitude is the sustenance of
my soul. Through the fragrances of servitude my breast is
dilated, my being is refreshed, my heart is moved, my inner self
is gladdened, my eye is illumined, my nostrils are perfumed. In
it lies the healing of my illness, the quenching of my thirst, the
cooling of my burning.

Immerse me, O my God, in this vast surging ocean. Give me
to drink from this sweet, flowing water. Cause me to enter
through this gate of truth, ordain for me this praiseworthy sta-
tion, grant me this cup brimming with outpoured water, kindle
in the glass of my heart this lamp overflowing with brilliant
rays of light.

Strengthen me to serve Thy Cause, O my Ever-Forgiving Lord.
Accept my servitude in the holy court of Thy Oneness, O Re-
vealer on Sinai. Enable me to fulfill its conditions, O Sovereign
of Manifestation. Assist me to aid Thy Faith in the East and
West of the earth, O Lord of the Day of Resurrection.

I beseech Thee by Thy written Book, Thy unfurled Scroll, Thy
hidden Secret, and Thy preserved Mystery to make me stead-
fast in Thy servitude, O my Ever-Forgiving Lord. Verily Thou
art the Omnipotent over whatsoever Thou willest, and verily
Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

;O thou who proclaimeth the Covenant! By the explicit text of

the Most Holy Book and the clear verses of the Book of the
Covenant, this servant and all faithful, assured, steadfast and
firm believers in God’s Covenant must not transgress beyond
the clear statement of this servant and the evident interpreta-
tion of this humble one. Whoever transgresses has followed his
own opinion.

This servant says that the true meaning and the reality of
meanings and the innermost secret of these verses, words and
poetry is servitude at the Holy Threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty and utter effacement, evanescence and extinction at
the Sacred Court. This is my radiant crown and my glorious
diadem, wherein I glory throughout the kingdom of earth and
heaven and whereby I boast among the concourse of the near
ones. None may interpret otherwise, and this is the manifest
truth.

O thou who proclaimeth with evident proof the interpreted
words! This servant stands apart from all praise, attributes,
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names, qualities, virtues, characteristics, commendations and
bounties. My name, trace, reality and identity is servitude to
the Most Glorious Beauty, and I flee even from shadow and
radiance, as He says: “Plant this sapling in the soil of the
heart, Then keep it pure from shadow and light.”
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To: Baha’is of Kirmanshah
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are inebriated with the chalice of the Love of God!
O ye that have been liberated by the sweet honey of the knowl-
edge of God! O ye lovers of the Beauty of the All-Merciful
and O ye cloistered that have been sheltered by the Kaaba of
His Knowledge The mysteries of your secret loves, your hidden
raptures, the fervent prayers that ye had concealed in your in-
nermost hearts are all manifest to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The breezes
of holiness have wafted towards these eager ones.

I have lifted up my hands and beseeched in tearful prayer and
trust on their behalf, imploring the Kingdom of Abha from the
depths of My heart, saying: O God! Give shelter to these poor
ones in the shade of the Tree beyond which there is no passing.
Give refuge to these lost ones in the vastness of remoteness
from Thee so that they might enter the shelter of Thy grace
and loving providence. Cause these who are sore athirst in
the wilderness of poverty to approach the shores of Thy Ocean
of Oneness and allow these seekers of the Abha Kingdom to
attain the habitation of Divine Unity. Cause these broken-
winged birds to enter the gardens of sanctity. Moreover, in
that paradise of detachment, in those everlasting gardens of
Thy Singleness teach there mute tongues the quintessential
melodies of Divine Unity. Guide these lowly ones to reach
Thine ancient Glory and offer Thy supreme remedy to these
sick souls. Help these feeble ones with Thy all subduing might
and power so that those who wander in the wilderness of Thy
love may enter the City of Thy sanctity and those who are
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intoxicated with rapture may become lighted candles in Thy
assemblage.

O friends of the All Merciful!l The grace of the Kingdom of
Abha has poured forth like showers from spring clouds and
the blessings of the Ancient Beauty are continuously descend-
ing from His All-Highest Dominion. Immeasurable bounties
encompass us on all sides and the loving kindness of the All
Glorious, the Lord of Names is manifest before us.

I swear by the Quintessence of life and the Lord of the Seen
and Unseen! So great is the station ordained for those who
are steadfast in the Covenant and those who cling firm to the
Testament of God that it is the envy of all the saints and the
supreme desire of the Chosen ones. Ere long the lights of thus
Covenant will encompass the East and the West and the inner
mysteries of this Most Holy Book will adorn all the world of
being. From the billowing waves of its myriad meanings pearls
of truths will become apparent and from the rays of its dawning
the perspicuous stars of bestowals will shine forth.

In truth this Covenant and Testament of God, this Pact of
belief and faithfulness of the Eternal, written by the hand of
the Supreme Pen Himself is one of the distinguishing features of
this Most Great Cycle. In none of the Dispensations of the past
hath such a blessing and bestowal been vouchsafed from the
treasuries of God’s mercy. Only the Ancient Beauty out of pure
grace and immense loving kindness towards the whole human
race has vouchsafed this most particular gift, this unique and
distinctive bounty to a Cycle that hath no peer nor comparison
and is greater than all those which have come before it. Blessed
therefore are those who are firm! Blessed are those who are
clinging tenaciously to this mighty Covenant! And all joy to
the steadfast that are the recipients of this most great gift.
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To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the holy fragrances!

Thus far two or three letters, detailed and brief, have been sent
and have arrived and will arrive. Regarding what you wrote
about Jinab-i-Safi - you are aware that this servant has had no
harshness with any group or person, whether wise or infirm,
whether mystic or not, whether divergent or Sufi.

We are neither a merciless mufti who would issue decrees for
the blood of the free, nor a shameless judge who would uproot
the divine law from its foundation, nor an uncompassionate
mujtahid who would destroy the honor of the mystics, nor an
egotistical and proud philosopher who would quarrel with every
speaker, nor do we claim mystical wayfaring and raise doubts,
nor are we a perfect mystic who would hear the call of truth
in the atoms of creation yet deny it in the human tree, nor
are we a commanding shaykh who would relate two thousand
continuous traditions.

Rather, we are a captive, a stranger, simple and poor, humble
and lowly at the threshold of the Almighty Lord. We are His
displaced and helpless ones. From every head we seek His mys-
tery, and in every horizon we seek His light. We are in perfect
joy and fragrance with all religions, in complete fellowship with
all, neither harshness. We think of love and mercy for all, not
difficulty. We are commanded to friendship and intimacy, not
hatred and estrangement.

If they doubt our faith, we fully acknowledge their mystical
insight. What can we do? Such was our portion and such our
lot. They taught the sorrowful nightingale to wail and lament,
and the colorful bird to be coy and flirtatious. They made the
burnt-hearted dove a companion to sighs and groans, while the
peacock of the supreme paradise was taught graceful display.
They taught the candle to burn bright and the moth to burn
its life away.
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The point is that we did not look upon them with contempt,
rather we wondered how, despite these levels of mystical knowl-
edge and certitude and witnessing the truth with their own
eyes, the meaning and completion of the tradition remained
hidden and concealed. Yet we observe that conditions vary
and stations are countless, and the mystics and knowers have
different states. Sheikh Sa’di says: “Sometimes I sit on the
highest heaven, sometimes I cannot see past my own feet.”

In any case, do not pursue them at all. “Man is clear evidence
against himself, even though he puts forth his excuses.” That
treatise was written by one of the loved ones of God. As much
as you can, be a source of joy and delight and a manifestation of
the mercy of the All-Merciful. There are degrees for souls. We
hope that all will drink from the spring of fairness. Disputation
is never permitted.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all the loved ones of
God.
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To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and Testament! Today
there is no greater designation than this, no more wondrous
praise than this. All glorification and attributes revolve around
this noble description, and all praise, virtues and qualities bow
before this beautiful designation. By the Lord of the highest
heavens and the Lord of the Most Glorious Kingdom! The
entire Concourse on High is engaged in praising and sanctifying
these holy souls, and is occupied with extolling and describing
these abstracted, firm and steadfast temples. For the mighty
winds of tests are blowing today - the Hands of the Cause
must not sit idle for a moment nor become engaged in any
other affairs until the storm of trials subsides, the turbulence
of tests becomes still, the clouds of wavering dissipate, and the
dawn of devotion shines forth with the rays of supplication.

Your services at the Most Holy Court are recorded and men-
tioned, and your labors at the Threshold of Oneness are known
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and accepted. You have done well in corresponding with the
pillars of truth, and this is from the confirmations of the Most
Glorious Kingdom which He has specially bestowed upon you.
Therefore thank God for this great gift and mighty bounty.
Soon will your Lord give you that with which you shall be
well-pleased. Be confident in the grace of your Lord Who is
established upon the throne. Make firm the footsteps and dis-
pel dreams and remove illusions from hearts whose pillars are
shaken.

3 O Hands of the Cause! Gather together and unite, and become
as one spirit, one soul, one body, one heart and one mind. Do
not allow anyone to create a breach in the Cause of God or
introduce any weakness. I swear by the Ancient Beauty and
the Most Great Name that today even a tiny needle-sized crack
will later become as wide as the distance between East and
West, and a straw’s worth of difference will become like Mount
Qaf. All these labors will be wasted, the cycle will be destroyed
and eliminated, the foundation will be utterly demolished, and
the contingent world will be completely deprived of the light
of guidance. The dawn of guidance will set and pitch darkness
will encompass all. The birds of night will take flight and
croaking will be heard.

The mighty bulwark and impregnable fortress is the firmness
and steadfastness of all upon the Most Great Covenant. If
the loved ones of God stand firm and show constancy and
steadfastness, if they cling and hold fast to the divine Covenant
and Testament with all their might, all will remain protected
beneath the shade of the Tree, every cloud will be dispersed
from the horizon of the Cause, and the brilliant morn of “He
shall make it victorious over all religion” will shine forth clearly.

5 It has been some time that no reliable news has come from

the land of Kha. It seems some lethargy has set in. Certainly
kindle a fire in their hearts that will cause them to surge forth.
The letters you requested for [Mushir and Amin] are enclosed.
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To: Afnan, Aqa Siyyid Mirza son of Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, in Bombay

Date: 1900 or <

O noble Branch of the Blessed Tree! Truly severe tribulations
have befallen you and mighty blows have struck. It was a gen-
eral onslaught, an uprising of evil souls, exile and wandering,
and the united opposition of both the Twelver and Ismaili sects.
Especially the common rabble and contemptible, vile, quarrel-
some mob - it is known what they will do. But you must follow
the example of the Ancient Beauty and emulate the First Em-
anation. In such times and circumstances, be in the utmost
joy and gladness, and in such instances of tribulation be in
perfect delight and exultation. These dust clouds shall settle,
these storms shall calm, these clouds shall disperse, and the
horizon of God’s Cause shall become clear as a mirror, with
the Sun of Truth shining with utmost radiance and heat. Once
again times will become sweet as sugar. Regarding the current
issues and how to proceed, I have written to your brother. I
will not trouble you further with it. In brief, one must not
give importance to such matters and must act with complete
patience and composure. Gradually these upheavals will pass,
for the conquering power of the divine Kingdom is triumphant,
and the future belongs to the God-fearing. And glory be upon
you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

What caused universal grief and weeping eyes and burning
hearts was the matter of the ascension of the illustrious Branch,
which is truly a cry of lamentation rising from the realities of
existence and an anguish and regret overwhelming the hearts
of the friends of the King of Oneness. Consider that after the
ascension of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice
for His loved ones, all the holy souls ascended and hastened to
the Supreme Horizon, leaving this servant caught in the snare
of all tribulations. This is only so that trials from all directions
might be completed for this servant. I swear by the Ancient
Beauty that the cup they drank is so sweet to this servant’s
taste that when I imagine it, it brings comfort to the spirit,
pleasure to the heart, and solace to the soul. My Lord, hasten
the days of my meeting with Thee and raise me up unto Thee,
verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.
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‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Regarding what you wrote about the journey of his honor
Ismu’llah and his honor Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, their dispatch
is very difficult. Nevertheless, effort is being made, or strong
efforts will be made to send others. Regarding assistance for
the tomb in Egypt, it has been written. Today, whatever ver-
bal attacks come from people, when steadfastness is shown, in
a short time it will have the opposite effect. Soon you will
observe that these events will become the cause of glory.
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

God, exalted be He, says: “Hold fast, all of you together, to
the cord of God.” Know, O loved ones of God, His chosen
ones, His elect and the best of His creation, that holding fast
means to grasp and cling with such firmness that no loosening
or dissolution follows, and separation between the one holding
fast and that which is held fast becomes impossible, until con-
nection is achieved to such a degree that neither weakness nor
negligence finds any place. May God grant me and you this
holding fast that knows no separation.

As for this strong and mighty cord, it is the clear Covenant
and the ancient Testament and the great Testament of God,
the Most High, the Supreme, which He took in the world of
immortality under the Tree of Anisa, and mentioned in His
hidden Words and treasured Book and preserved Tablet. He
established this promised Testament and raised this unfurled
Banner upon the impregnable foundation - His speaking Book,
the Most Holy, which abrogates all scriptures and tablets that
contradict it in laws and ordinances.
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For the sincere believers in God’s unity, pure in faith, must
have a unifying center, a single unifying word, a mighty fortress,
an impregnable shelter, a lofty refuge, a strong wall, and a
safe haven. When they take refuge in it and hasten to it, they
are protected from the overwhelming calamity, the widespread
attack, the great upheaval, and the mighty blow.

“Verily unto thy Lord is the return.” This verse has various
meanings and profound truths in the hearts of those possessed
of understanding. But I shall mention the primary meaning
of its revelation and the definitive point of its descent, for this
is the intended reality and the meaning which none can deny
or witness. His word “all together” means that no one should
distance themselves and no soul should hold back from this
descending spring and sweet, cool fountain for every thirsty,
loving seeker of bounty.

In sum, the All-Merciful Presence, the Single Reality, and
the Divine Essence addresses His righteous servants and no-
ble bondsmen whose conduct is pure, whose inner being is
goodly, whose reality is refined, whose hearts are expanded,
whose souls are perfected, whose spirits are devoted to God,
whose joy has increased, whose vision is illumined, and whose
secrets are sweet, saying to them: “Hold fast to My mighty
cord and My clear Covenant and My firm handle and surest
means and greatest intermediary and most great instrument,
that you may be safe from the evils of self and passion and the
precipices of falling into the lowest depths and descending into
the abyss of heedlessness and blindness.”

This is the clear and evident matter in which there is no doubt.
When you hold fast to it and grasp its cord and cling to the
hem of the robe of grandeur, at that time your faces will be
illumined before the scenes of grandeur, your supreme word
will be exalted among humanity, the hosts of the Most Glori-
ous Kingdom will support you, and the legions of the highest
horizon will aid you. In this interpretation there is indeed a
lesson for those possessed of understanding. So glory be to my
Most Glorious Lord!
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O learned one of the school of divine knowledge! Upon thee
be the Glory of God and His praise, and the glances of His
merciful eyes and the gaze of His grace and favor. What thou
hadst written was read with utmost eagerness and perused
with perfect joy. The sweet fragrance of sincerity in the Cause
of God was inhaled, and the sweetness of steadfastness and
firmness in the love of God and adherence to His Covenant
and Testament reached the taste of the soul. Praise be to the
Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved
ones - Who through the grace, bounty and favor of His Most
Great Name created souls who are manifest signs in the Book of
Unity and perfect words in the Scripture of Detachment, rising
stars in the horizon of divine knowledge and brilliant planets
in the heaven of certitude, springs of life for seekers and ships
of salvation for wayfarers, mighty refuge for the distressed and
lofty shelter for the fearful, bright candles in the gathering of
guidance and blazing torches in the arena of love, upholding
the Word of God and striving to diffuse the divine fragrances,
impregnable armor for the Temple of God’s Cause and mighty
fortress for the edifice of God’s Law, a fortified citadel against
the onslaught of the rebellious and an iron barrier against the
Gog and Magog of the innovators.

> Thou hadst complained of the intensity of the fire of separation.
This flame truly reaches from this center to that circumference,
and this ray extends from this central point to that periphery.
However, today striving to exalt the Word of God is attaining
the divine presence in the Abha Kingdom, for this tree yields
that fruit, and this cultivation produces that bounty and har-
vest, and these wings give flight to that Kingdom, and this
power and attraction draw one to that court. Strive as much
as thou canst in this important matter, whether We are near
or physically distant, whether We dwell in barren wilderness
or fall behind a hundred thousand leagues of desert and sea.
Be thou firm and steadfast, straight and resolute.

Regarding orientation toward a certain direction, say that the
Tongue of Grandeur declares, and it is the text of the Most
Holy Book: “Turn ye”, and in the Book of the Covenant and
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Testament and Divine Pledge and Faith it is explicitly stated,
so refer to the traces of the Most Exalted Pen until truth be-
comes distinguished from error. Say: By God’s life, no book
of covenant in former ages preceded His Book of the Covenant,
and this is among what God has specifically ordained for this
Most Great Cycle and Most Noble Mystery and subtle Sym-
bol. Leave doubts to those veiled and concealed behind the
veils of the learned ignorant ones. By God’s life, they wander
bewildered in the depths of vain imaginings. Leave them to
their idle sport. Sufficient for them is what has appeared from
the Most Exalted Pen to refute them and expose as false their
groundless fancies.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

5 The letters you requested are enclosed.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt
Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! You know and see my condition, my poverty,
my powerlessness, my lowliness, my brokenness, the burning
of my fires, the flowing of my tears, the end of my patience
and composure, the scattering of my affairs, the dispersion of
my gathering, the shaking of my pillars, the trembling of my
limbs, my weakness, my humiliation, my descent, my fall, and
my despair from the abundance of my shortcomings.

Despite this, how can I part my lips and loose my tongue to
mention one whom You have loved and chosen for Your remem-
brance, and selected for the spreading of Your signs and the
exaltation of Your Word?

With all submissive and humble heart I implore at the throne
of Your grandeur and the sacred court of Your lordship that
You aid him in Your good-pleasure in all things and make him
successful in that wherein You made successful Your servants
who are crowned with prosperity and who shine like lamps in
the glass of triumph.

O Lord! Make his face pure for Your noble face, and adorn
his brow with the light of guidance that points to the straight
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path. Immerse him in the seas of Your ancient grace, and as-
sist him with the valiant, advancing hosts of existence from
the worlds of the unseen and the seen. Open to him the doors
of hearts, and expand through the sweet breezes of his garden
of utterance the reality of breasts, and gladden through the
gleaming lights of his exposition the niche of souls. Intoxicate
him with the wine of favors and the pure drink of Your gifts,
O All-Glorious, O Most Holy! Feed him with the sweet boun-
ties of Your all-encompassing outpouring that reaches every
grateful servant. Make hearts revived by the chanting of his
words, minds entranced in the meanings of the letters of his
traces, and spirits at rest in comprehending the mysteries of
his communings.

5 O Lord! He is a stranger in Your path - comfort him in his

loneliness. He is weak - strengthen him with the authority
of Your proof and evidence. He is alone - gather his affairs
through Your mighty power. He is solitary - aid him with
the hosts of Your angels. He is enraptured in Your love and
an orphan in Your lands - You are his helper, O my God,
his protector, O my Master, his intimate companion, O my
Beloved, the goal of his hopes, O my Lord and my Hope!

How often, O my God, has he communed with You in the dark-
ness of nights, seeking refuge at the gate of Your oneness and
assistance through Your might and power, that You may aid
him in serving Your Cause and make him successful in raising
the banners of Your Word, in pointing to You, in guiding to
You, and in bearing witness before You.

O Lord! You see me passionate in his love, yearning to be-
hold him, eager to meet him, seeking his nearness that he may
comfort me in my solitude, accompany me in my loneliness,
lament with my lamentations, cry out with my crying, sit with
me in my grief and trials, and console me in my separation, my
burning and my sorrows.

O Lord! Make him an example for the sincere among Your
servants, a model for the detached among Your chosen ones, a
sacred banner among the hosts of Your kingdom, and a brilliant
sign in the scrolls of the tablets of Your dominion. Ordain for
him every good in all things. Verily, You are the Ever-Living,
the Self-Subsisting.
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To: Baha’is of the United States

Date: 1900 or <

Verily He is the Merciful Lord (f-:l\ ;)\ 9

O Sons of the Heavenly Kingdom! The King of the Kingdom
hath settled upon the earthly Throne, and the Sun of the celes-
tial worlds hath shone forth from the horizon of Thine Majesty.
May the glory and power be upon Him and upon those who
have been illumined with the splendors of His light and hath
become Omniscient with His glorious grace.

Moreover, the Promised Lord of the Hosts in the Old Testa-
ment and with the tongue of David hath impelled the troops
of thine angels, the hosts of thine battalions and thine bless-
ings to the east and west of the world. Then, they entered the
field of contention and strife of which they attacked the people
of darkness and the army of error with brilliant radiance as
they rent asunder the troops and crushed thousands of them,
hence, the entire place hath become illuminated, the face of
the heaven hath shone brightly, the lights glittered and the
darkness hath unveiled by the fire of the blessed Tree in the
Paradise of thy Glorious Lord. They who are devoted to God
cheered, the tongue of the loved ones of God glorified and the
faces of Pharisees were stained with dust. Praise be to God,
The Lord of the worlds.

O, Ye, the Sons of the Kingdom, the Holy Spirit hath uttered
no one like you in the glorious Gospel, that a generous Prince
hath spread a bountiful feast adorned with various gifts and
bounties, and with all that one desires, that the hearts of the
people of righteousness rejoice. Then, He invited the leaders,
Majesties and Clergies to the feast. And when the appointed
time hath come, and the table hath been set by various delight-
ful bounties; the invitees rejected the invitation, showed abun-
dant excuses and were late for the gifts and bounties. Then,
the Prince called upon every old and young, a relative and
stranger, and invited them to the feast. He fed them from
thy most delicious and delightful food with great generosity
and bounties that the prominent people had no share of those
bounties. Whereas, the other party were worthy of these gra-
cious gifts and divine bounties that God hath sent down for
you a pure and sanctified soul to guide you to this heavenly
and holy feast, to direct you to these brilliant lights from the
kingdom of thy Lord and the descended graces from the realm
of your Creator.
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May joy be upon you from these feasts and blessings be upon
you from these bounties that are the breath of the Lord which
awakeneth all who are asleep and the spirit of God quickenth
every perishable moldering bone. Rejoice! Rejoice with exceed-
ing gladness and rise, rise for the fragrance of this quickener of
souls is spreading and these discerning lights for the darkness
are dazzling. Blessings be upon the nostrils that were scented
by those fragrances and joy be upon every insight that was
illuminated from these lights in the endings and beginnings.
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To: Aga Mirza Mumin
Date: 1900 or <

O thou believer in the verses of God, O thou who hast Attained
unto certitude!

In these days, the dazzling signs of the power and majesty of
God’s Cause illumine the whole world. The confirmations of
the exalted Kingdom descend upon the hearts of the sincere
are resplendent with these lights like unto a true morn. The
life giving breezes blow from the gardens of divine bounty just
as the tempests of tests and tribulations surge and swell. On
the one hand, the waves of calamity and persecution rise to
high heaven and on the other the enemies of the Cause rain
down their arrows of hatred continuously. The smouldering
evils of rebellion and the burning fires of tyranny blaze up on
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every side. In addition, the mischief-makers conspire among
themselves with plots and counter-plots unceasingly.

Alone and single, this servant of the Threshold stands like a
shield against these arrows. Alone and single-handed, I have
opposed these forces of the night. Therefore do I beseech the
loved ones of God wherever they might be to beg of Him with
tears, to supplicate Him and implore the hosts of the Con-
course of Abha to aid and assist them from the unseen world.
For naught but the power of the Kingdom can withstand the
onslaught of these attacks. Only the mighty bulwark of the
dominion of God can resist these virulent attacks. Only by
the sincere actions and praiseworthy attributes of the people
of God, only by the character and behaviour of the sincere ser-
vants of the Abha Beauty, can the victory of this Cause. be
assured.

My senses are stirred and I am alert at all times to perceive the
fragrances of holy righteousness. My waiting ears are attuned
to receive such joyful news of radiance. Therefore respected
friend, awaken thou the heedless with wise words, give counsel
to those thou dost meet that they might be made aware! Even
the smallest of deeds could lead to manifest loss in this day if
it is not performed for the sake of God; even the barest word is
capable of causing fires to blaze if uttered without motives that
are purely for the sake of God. The behaviour and character
of the people of God has been clearly set forth in the divine
Tablets and it is necessary for us to act accordingly to these
injunctions.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

; That pure and blessed Leaf, the consort of Your Honor, who

is occupied in service to the prisoners in the path of God, and
whose labors, in the precincts of holiness, are renowned and are
the cause of joy and gladness to hearts, while her hardships are
the source of comfort, spirit, and fragrance to our soulsa€”we
all offer prayers at the threshold of the Divine Unity on her
behalf, and we render thanks that the handmaids of God are
enabled, with heart and soul, to serve the captives in the path
of God. This is a mighty grace and a weighty bestowal. Let
them give thanks and offer praise that they have attained unto
this most great bounty.

BRL CONF2018#14x
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To: Mirza Haji Aqa
Date: 1900 or <

O you who are enkindled with the fire of God’s love! According
to your letter, you have set out for the Ancient House of God
and will be honored to visit some holy sites.

At one time, the holy divine fragrances perfumed that land and
region, and the call of the Beauty of Muhammad was raised
from all sides and directions of the Hijaz, and that Orb of
Guidance had risen from that Batha horizon, and heavenly
sustenance was being sent down. Yet in that time, all those
people rose up to harm Him - they broke His blessed tooth and
threw so many stones at His blessed heel that blood flowed, and
they mocked and ridiculed Him in the streets and bazaars. In
the blessed verse He relates: “When they see you, they treat
you only with ridicule (saying): ‘Is this the one whom God has
sent as a Messenger?”’ They threw dirt on His blessed head
and scattered thorns in His path, and at night they would plot
to shed His pure blood. One would say “He has fabricated
lies about God” or “He is possessed”, while another would
recite “Nay, they say: ‘These are mixed up dreams; nay, he
has invented it; nay, he is a poet! Let him then bring us a
sign like the ones that were sent to (prophets) of old!”” One
would open his tongue in criticism while another would shoot
arrows of curse and insult. Things became so difficult for His
Holiness in Mecca that He fled to Medina in the middle of the
night from the hands of the enemies. Despite this they did not
relent - every day they would dispatch an army and arrange
battle lines and martyred the friends of God. All these details
are mentioned in the Qur’an.

Now they run from a hundred thousand leagues to visit that
Threshold and raise an uproar in that desert crying “Here 1
am!” But on the day of His appearance they were deniers
and antagonists. Now the people of Mecca take pride in being
neighbors. Such is the way of people - while the Beauty of
Muhammad (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) was mani-
fest, what He endured from the denial and rejection of these
people! Now they take pride in the dust associated with that
pure Spirit and unconsciously make movements - they are com-
pletely unaware in Whose court they are making supplications
and lamentations.
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In any case, since you are aware of His station, rank, worth,
grandeur and nobility, you should visit those holy sites with
utmost humility and submissiveness, and ask God to let you
inhale the perfumed breeze of that divine garden of holiness
from those lands. If it becomes possible with wisdom and
grace for you to be honored to visit this land that would be
very agreeable, and if obstacles arise and problems emerge we
will visit on your behalf. Wherever you are, be confirmed in
the protection and shelter of His Holiness the One.

5 And upon you be glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Ancient Beauty, open your tongue in gratitude
to the Most Great Name, for you have been blessed to visit the
Sacred Threshold - may my spirit be sacrificed for its dust - and
you have circumambulated the Focal Point of favors, carried
water on your shoulder to irrigate the Sacred Shrine, and filled
your nostrils with its holy fragrances. Now, with moistened
mind and perfumed spirit, return to Iran as a new creation
and convey to the friends the Most Great Greeting and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s longing.

O pilgrim to the Center of Sanctification, the Garden of
Supreme Paradise - we must all strive with heart and soul
until true unity is manifested among diverse beings, meaning
we are all servants of one threshold and guardians of one court.
Essential unity should be so manifest that we become like one
sea, one ray, one spirit and one breath. Though there are
multiple lamps, praise be to God the light emanates from one
sun. Though bodies differ, praise be to God life comes from
one spirit, and that is the Ancient Grace of the Most Glorious
Beauty from the Supreme Concourse.
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Today there is no greater victory for God’s Covenant than
unity and harmony, and no greater insult than discord and
By God besides Whom there is no other God, if
perfect unity and oneness as desired by the Ancient Beauty is
not achieved among us, the Most Great Cycle will bear no fruit.
Rather, this community will be like previous communities, nay
it will be completely effaced.

division.

Likewise, through divine aid and favor we must be raised up
with the essence of sanctification and the reality of detachment,
so that we become holy signs of the Ancient Beauty and clear
proofs of the Most Great Cycle. This is impossible unless we
purify the hem of sanctification and illumine the face of moral-
ity, such that we shine like the sun among all communities
and move like banners on the hills of nations from the breeze
of providence.

Similarly, we must arise with heart and soul to fulfill all or-
dinances, duties and obligations, following what we are com-
manded out of love for His Self. Obligatory prayer is the very
foundation of the Cause of God. Through it joy and vitality in-
fuse the heart. Even if every grief should surround me, as soon
as I engage in conversing with God in obligatory prayer, all my
sorrows disappear and I attain joy and gladness. A condition
descendeth upon me which I am unable to describe or express.
Whenever, with full awareness and humility, we undertake to
perform the Obligatory Prayer before God, and recite it with
heartfelt tenderness, we shall taste such sweetness as to endow
all existence with eternal life. And glory be upon the people of
Baha who carry out God’s ordinances and worship their Lord
morning and evening.

BRL_IOPF#2.14x
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Date: 1900 or <

O my kind Lord! This ancient servant and old attendant was,
from early childhood, nourished at the breast of Thy love,
raised in the cradle of Thy grace, and developed under the
shade of Thy favors until reaching maturity and the age of dis-
cretion. Thou made him drunk from the cup of divine knowl-
edge and blessed him with the call “Our Lord! We have heard
a caller calling to faith, [saying]: ‘Believe in your Lord!"” And
we believed.” Then he traversed plains and deserts, mountains
and wilderness until he hastened to the sacred presence of the
Luminary of the horizons in Iraq and attained the honor of
meeting, drinking from the wine of Thy grace and tasting from
Thy life-giving words an intoxicating draft of love. He became
drunk and bewildered, wine-loving and fervent.

Later, on the path of Thy love, he went from the City of Nega-
tion to the Hunchbacked One, and wandering and distracted
in the Hunchbacked One, passionate and amazed, he hastened
to the Most Great Prison and settled near Thy favors. When
the sun of Thy countenance was hidden behind the veil of con-
cealment, night and day like a bird with severed head and
palpitating heart he endured a hundred thousand hardships,
tears streaming from his eyes, burning in the fire of separation
until in these days he turned to Thy divine court and flew to
Thy most glorious Kingdom.

O my merciful God! Grant this broken-winged bird a nest in
the shelter of Thy grace, give this weak servant refuge in the
vicinity of Thy mercy, submerge him in the ocean of Thy for-
giveness, and cause him to dwell in the shadow of Thy pardon
and bounty. O Generous, Merciful One! We are sinners but
we take refuge at Thy divine court; we are full of shortcomings
but we are gladdened by Thy forgiveness and pardon; we are
an ocean of errors but we are hopeful in the outpouring of Thy
gifts; we are utter darkness but we are bright and manifest
through Thy light. Therefore forgive and pardon, for the lamp
of this servant’s wellbeing has been extinguished and all six
directions are filled with darkness, and the luminous morning
of Thy most glorious Kingdom has appeared and the world of
the hereafter has become manifest. Make him successful in the
vicinity of Thy gifts and the paradise of Thy presence, grant
him Thy greatest bounty and make him a manifestation of
endless favors. Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Merciful.
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To his honor Aga Abdul-Husayn, convey this servant’s utmost
satisfaction with his efforts, and the Glory be upon thee.

5 Abdul-Baha Abbas

To his honor Ustad Abdul-Karim: Your effort is accepted. May
God accept it. We beseech God to grant a great reward.

Abdul-Baha Abbas

To his honor Aqa Abdul-Husayn: Indeed in these days they
undertook the effort for that one who ascended to God, espe-
cially his mother who truly endured the utmost effort. Their
reward is with God. These services were for the Truth, not for
him, and are accounted with God.

ke 03 by Sul G| e BT Ol
e Ll 5 0l il 51,

Leo

e dpde I ) @ Sl skl Gl 6
cﬁu@zpﬁ\fﬂ;@\.\;;wud,g
Al

ee

fB) s i) 3 Cd s BT Ol
JoowasS ) A ) selane OF ca)
o) Sl aidd) B Gladly o pad]
5y 32 Sbeds o Bl o e al sse |4
Syt il ey 4L @

INBA55:366
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Date: 1900 or <

I praise thee O Thou Remover of Sorrows, Overlooker of faults,
Rejoicer of hearts and the Illuminator of faces! Verily these are
evidences of the Manifestation of Thy Singleness, beloved ones
at the door of Thy Oneness, worthies amongst Thy people,
noble ones amongst Thy creatures, and righteous ones in the
Congregation of Thy servants. Verily Thou hast chosen them
for the sake of Thy Love, elected them for Thy Knowledge, ap-
pointed them as the Custodians of Thy Mysteries and exalted
them above all thy other servants under all circumstances and
conditions!

O Lord! O Lord! Ilumine their eyes by beholding Thy Lights,
refine their consciences by the appearance of Thy Mysteries,
and enlighten their hearts by the traces of Thy Names! Suffer
them to become the signs of Thy Unity, the banners of Thy
Singleness, the Stars of Thy Graces and the Candles of Thy
Assemblages;- so that they may arise to serve Thee and be
steadfast in Thy Worship. Verily Thou art the Merciful, the
Giver, the Mighty and the Generous!

O ye kind friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is night. The impene-
trable and inky darkness hath covered all the regions, but the
hearts of the yearning ones are illumined and enlightened by
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the rays of the Bestowal of the Clement. The effulgence of
the Morn of Guidance is manifest and clear and the brilliant
rays of the Sun of Reality are diffused throughout all the Con-
tinents. The verses of the divine Majesty of the Most Great
Name are read by all the people in all tongues and through ut-
terances, the evidences and proofs of the Blessed Perfection are
explained and demonstrated. The Melody of Holiness ascends
to the sphere of ether and the songs of Unity descend from
the Kingdom of Singleness. The Breezes of the most eminent
Guidance confer life and the Sweet Fragrances of the Paradise
of Abha have perfumed this world and the World Beyond.

Notwithstanding this effulgence and this diffusion of the Fra-
grance of Rose-Garden of the Covenant, innumerable souls are
yet afflicted with the sleep of negligence. The eyes are veiled
and the nostrils do not inhale the fragrant perfume. What a
negligence is this! What an inadvertence is this! What an ig-
norance is this and what a heedlessness is this! Verily this is
the Condition of the deprived ones in this Most Great Dispen-
sation!

But as regards to you turn your faces towards the Kingdom
of Abha and join your voices in anthems of thanksgiving and
praise!,- that praise be to God the Sun of Unity hath so illu-
mined the hearts of the righteous ones as to cause them to
become the envy of the dawning-place of lights. This is nought
except through his all-comprehending Mercy and Special Fa-
vor! Tts source is:- “He chooseth for His Grace whomsoever He
willeth” and its main-spring is:- “This is through the Bounty
of your Lord, He bestoweth on whomsoever He desireth.”

Therefore appreciate the value of this Most Great Bestowal,
ineffable Grace, manifest Favor and a Bounty unto all the in-
habitants of the world;- so that through this appreciation and
thankfulness the Mercy of the Peerless Lord be increased, the
Ancient Grace revealed in the hearts and souls and the spiritual
Outpouring be vouchsafed.

Upon ye be greeting and praise!
(Sig) ‘Abdu’l-Baha Abbas!

DAS.1913-07-17, ABIE.074, BLO_ PN#007

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

214


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/s/sohrab_diary_letters_1913-1914_02.pdf#page=38
http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~bahai/diglib/books/P-T/S/sohrab/ABE/ABE.htm
https://bahai-library.com/sohrab_abdul-baha_egypt

Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part II

AB01041

AB01041

To: Muhammad Isma’il (Tvughli) et al., in Lahijan
Date: 1900 or <

O loved ones of God! From the jewels of the verses of the Lord
of Clear Signs flow springs of meanings, and from the essence of
the Word of the Divine Unity streams the salsabil of guidance.
But only those firm in knowledge can unveil these evidences,
and only the true Well-Digger can cause these springs of mean-
ing to gush forth. Therefore, the Book was explicitly and deci-
sively appointed as the Interpreter through clear language in
the Kitab-i-Aqdas and the Book of the Covenant.

Now some inexperienced ones have imagined they can exercise
independent judgment, have rejected the appointed One, and
have neglected the firm foundation. Like the second Caliph
they have cried out “The Book of God is sufficient for us!” so
they might uproot the true religion of God from its foundation
and each raise the banner of independent judgment.

Consider how destitute and baseless these poor ones are, that
when they wished to overthrow the edifice of the Covenant
and destroy the foundation of the Testament and change the
Center of the Covenant, they could not even invent an excuse
themselves but had to grasp at the hem of the second Caliph
and repeat his famous words, crying out “The Book of God is
sufficient for us!” Similarly they have brought up the words of
Abu Hanifa and the views of the Kharijites and Mu'tazilites
that no infallible soul can be found - yet every ignorant one
considers his own accursed self to be infallible.

For instance, regarding this very issue, if someone suggests to
one of them that perhaps they have made a mistake since they
are not infallible, they become extremely disturbed and raise
a great outcry. But when it comes to the appointed One who
is like a firm foundation, they consider Him capable of error,
sin, unbelief, associating partners with God, atheism, heresy,
immorality, wickedness, tyranny and injustice. Shame upon
them and woe unto them for having forgotten the remembrance
of God and been negligent toward God, while thinking they do
good. Soon they shall find themselves in manifest loss.
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O loved ones of God! By God the True One, the purpose of the
covenant-breakers in publishing fabricated papers and spread-
ing base rumors is to cause the Center of the Covenant to be
completely forgotten and to make themselves appear impor-
tant in the eyes of the ignorant. Otherwise we are all believers
in the oneness of God and acknowledge the inherent infallibil-
ity of the Blessed Beauty - there is no disagreement about this.
And if any soul has a share of infallibility, this is through the
grace and favor of the Ancient Beauty, for “the earth receives
a portion from the cup of the noble ones” - meaning that the
Blessed Beauty preserves and protects. Verily He is the best
protector and He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones.
And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Mirza Davud, in Rasht
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The letter ad-
dressed to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi was duly observed. From
its purport it became clear and evident that the mystery of wis-
dom underlying that utterance which was voiced by the tongue
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha hath been made plain and manifest. Jinab-i-
Bassar hath in truth borne many labors and exerted himself
greatly, yet such did wisdom require. Let no further mention
now be made of this matter. That which would conduce to his
joy and gladness is the utmost desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Amidst the tumult of the ignorant and the clamour of the
foolish, it is unavoidable that from time to time some slight cry
should be raised, that the people may thereby be awakened.
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AB01054

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O Lord! In this mighty Dispensation Thou didst manifest Thy-
self through the Manifest Sovereign, and in the Most Great
Resurrection Thou didst shine forth with Thy most luminous
Beauty. This century is the sovereign of centuries and this
age is the springtime of ages in all respects. And since Thou
hast distinguished this Dispensation in all aspects and stations
above all other Days of the Manifestations of Thy Oneness,
Thou didst - purely to shut the door to discord and dissension,
to cut out the root of schism, to dispel doubts and prevent
misgivings - clearly separate truth from falsehood through a
decisive and evident text in Thy Most Holy Book, which abro-
gates all books and scriptures.

For thirty years Thou didst nurture all who claimed to love
Thee at the breast of the Virgin of Thy Most Holy Book with
the milk of the Covenant. In all Thy Tablets and Scriptures
Thou didst praise and cherish those who held fast to Thy
Covenant, while condemning and reproving the wavering and
the Covenant-breakers. Then by Thy Supreme Pen Thou didst
write the Book of the Covenant and inscribe the Tablet of the
Testament, so that no room would remain for doubt or mis-
giving, and the Cause and Center of God’s Cause would be as
clear as the sun, and no one could create a breach or cast into
Thy blessed Cause - which is the greatest means of unifying
the world and removing differences between nations - the odor
of discord and dissension, destroying this mighty edifice and
turning this Most Glorious Paradise into a thorny wilderness.

Now certain immature ones have fallen to thinking of breaking
the Covenant, and some foolish ones have arisen to uproot and
destroy this foundation, secretly and even now openly striking
with an axe at the root of faith and covenant and Thy Cause,
and wielding a sword against the temple of Thy Testament. At
every moment they perpetrate some injustice and inflict some
cruelty, raising the cry of the oppressed. They interpret Thy
Tablets, which by Thy explicit text are clear and evident, ac-
cording to their own imaginings, putting them in their pockets
and using them to prove their own delusions and fancies, mock-
ing Thy oppressed servants. No arrow remains that they have
not shot, no spear or lance remains that they have not hurled,
no slander remains that they have not uttered, no wound re-
mains that they have not inflicted.
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O Lord! Thou art aware. O Forgiver! Thou art the refuge
and shelter. O Creator! Thou art the witness. Thy steadfast
friends are afflicted - grant them deliverance. Thy faithful
loved ones are tried - give them relief. Raise high Thy manifest
standard and grant leave to the manifest serpent to emerge
from the sleeve of Thy Moses, that it may swallow up their
falsehoods. Glory be upon all who are firm in God’s strong
and mighty Covenant.
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AB01075

To: Mirza Haji Aqa, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! It has been
some time since I have corresponded with thee. This too had
its wisdom. I hope that thy eye and ear and heart will receive
their portion. What portion could be greater than this - that
thou hast, praise be to God, a soul quickened by the breaths
of the Kingdom and a face illumined by the effulgence of its
lights; that from the passion of the love of God thy collar is
rent, and from the outpouring of the water of life thy heart is
pure and sanctified; that thou art holding fast to the cord of
the Covenant and art turned toward the countenance of the
Luminary of the horizons (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones). This is the abundant portion and the share of
those drawn nigh on the Day of Manifestation.

Therefore, in gratitude for this great bounty and evident tri-
umph, gird up thy loins to serve the Cause and endure every
hardship. For thou hast borne the utmost trials and calami-
ties and witnessed the severest blows. But grieve not and be
not saddened. Soon the very people who reproach and censure
thee will, they and their families and descendants and kindred,
glory and take pride in thy existence and hold their heads high.

Consider the former cycles and ancient centuries - how they
treated the Prophets and Messengers and saints, what they
said of them, how they reproached and blamed them. God
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relates in the Qur’an: “They said: ‘Surely we augur ill from
you. If ye desist not, we will surely stone you, and grievous
torture will befall you at our hands.”” That is, the people said
to the Messengers: “How ill-omened you have been for us! You
have been the cause of our misfortune and misery and ill fate.
We were in the utmost joy and delight and honor and comfort
and bounty and gladness. You became the cause of our sorrow
and grief and distress and abasement and torment.” “If ye
desist not, we will surely stone you, or grievous torture will
befall you at our hands” - meaning, if you do not cease this
conduct and behavior and manner and speech, we will surely
stone you or subject you to grievous torture. Thus did they
speak and thus did they act.

Now consider to what degree is the station of those divine Man-
ifestations, nay rather the servants at Their threshold! Glory
and exaltation and transcendence and might and power belong
to the loved ones of God in the former and latter centuries.
God will soon reveal the worth of His loved ones and the sta-
tion of His chosen ones and the glory of His devoted ones and
the greatness of the station of those who declare His unity. By
the life of God! All tongues will speak their praise, all faces
will beam with their light, and all sanctified realities will be at-
tracted by their mysteries. Be thou therefore at peace through
thy Lord’s grace and grieve not at what they do.
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Date: 1900 or <

O two birds of the gardens of the Covenant! Give thanks to
the Living Omnipotent Lord that you are firm in the Covenant
and Testament of the Lord and steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones. You are two bright stars in the horizon of
faith and two mighty warriors in the arena of certitude.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty - may a hundred souls be sac-
rificed for His name in every breath - that if today even a fly
remains firm in the Covenant and Testament, it will become
an eagle soaring in the heights of understanding; if a sparrow
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remains firm it will become the king of birds and the sovereign
of eagles. An ant will become Solomon-like, and an unknown
one will attain everlasting sovereignty. One fallen in a well will
become the honored one of Egypt and the Joseph of Canaan.
A fisherman will become Simon Peter, and a desert shepherd
will become Abu Dharr Ghifari. Fire will become a rose gar-
den, and a camel will become the She-camel of God in meadow
and pasture. A shepherd with a serpent will appear as a clear
proof, and a carpenter will become the captain of a mighty
ark.

Indeed, today the most potent command in the Abha Kingdom
is firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament
of God, for the ark of the Covenant will be encompassed by
storms from all directions. The leaves of doubt and interpre-
tations of ambiguous verses that were secretly spread will be
openly distributed. “But as for those in whose hearts is per-
versity, they follow the ambiguous verses thereof” Glory be
to God! The appointed and designated Interpreter is forsaken
while children have become commentators, knowers and inter-
preters of the Tablets.

The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name (may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones) was aware and knew best when
He made the matter so firm and the Cause so strong. From
the dawn of the Manifestation, nay in the Torah, Gospel and
Psalms, nay in the Scrolls of Abraham, He mentioned this
mighty Covenant and in all Tablets and Scriptures praised
those who held fast to it and clung to it, and extolled the
firm and steadfast ones.

Now, despite the clear and designated Interpreter, these nou-
veaux innovators interpret the word “turn ye” in different con-
tradictory ways, until finally they actually interpret “turning”
as rejection, transgression and error. Such is the extent of their
knowledge. Leave them to their vain imaginings. Verily thy
Lord is independent of all worlds. And the Glory be upon you
both.

Even more strange is that this servant has never commanded
anyone or required anyone to establish degrees for “turn ye”
such that doubts would arise and ambiguous verses would be
interpreted. I have merely guided all to diffuse the divine fra-
grances and prohibited discord which destroys the edifice of
God. If this statement is not acceptable, they know best. I
have no objection to anyone. And the Glory be upon you both.
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Date: 1900 or <

O my God! Thy mercy hath preceded all things, Thy bounty
hath been perfected, and Thy power hath encompassed all
things. Thou didst create creation through an outpouring that
encompasseth the realities of existence, and Thou didst bring
forth the first creation through the dawning of the lights of
guidance. Through these Thou didst manifest Thyself upon
the subtle realities that were prepared for these outpourings,
until they received abundance and became illumined, and were
purified and refined through the signs of Thy oneness whose
effects are manifest and brilliant. Through this the temples
of those luminous realities bowed down and were humbled be-
fore the Word of Unity, and their voices were hushed upon
hearing its call, and their faces were submissive before Thy
Self-Subsistence, O Thou Who hast the most beautiful names!

My God, my God! Have mercy upon my abasement and help-
lessness, and be kind to my poverty and need. Thou seest
me as a target for every arrow, an aim for every spearhead,
plunged into the depths of tribulation and drowning in the seas
of calamities and afflictions. Have mercy upon me through Thy
grace and bounty, O Thou Who hast the most exalted exam-
ples, and relieve me from every hardship and trial. Grant me
rest through the call to return to the proximity of Thy greatest
mercy, and raise me up unto Thee, for the earth hath become
strait for me and life hath become bitter to me. Sorrows surge
like seas and griefs swoop down like birds upon scattered seeds.
Due to my pain my day is darkest night, and my morning is
gloomy evening filled with mighty cares. My sweet is torment,
my drink is mirage, my food is bitter, my bed is thorns, my
life is regrets, my waters are tears, my times are death-throes.
By Thy glory, I have become oblivious to all things and can
scarcely distinguish between my night and day, my lunch and
dinner, my waking and sleeping, so severe have become the
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afflictions and so great the trial, bringing an illness for which
there is no cure.

The liver is wounded, O my God, and the innards are injured,
O my Beloved, and blood is spilled, O my Master! How can
there be life amid such afflictions? By Thy glory, it is bitter
from all directions. Aid me, O my God, and raise me up unto
Thee through Thy grace and mercy, O Ultimate Goal of desire!
Admit me to the seat of truth in the shade of the Tree of Thy
mercifulness, and shelter me in the sanctuary of favors beneath
the shade of the Lote-Tree of Thy oneness. I beseech Thee
with my whole being to grant me the cup that I have yearned
for since the tenderness of my youth, and that I desire as an
infant desires the breast of care and as the thirsty one desires
a pure, sweet spring. By Thy glory, I am unable to commune
with Thee and cannot mention Thee amid these afflictions, for
weakness hath overcome me and breath can scarcely emerge
from the death-rattle in my throat and the rasping in my chest.
Thou knowest what is in my heart and art aware of my grief
and pain. Deliver me, O my God, from this state wherein
every minute is deadly poison and pitch darkness. Aid me, O
my God, and save me, O my Beloved, through Thy greatest
mercy. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Kind,
the Merciful.
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ABO01154

To: Haji Ahmad Mazandarani, in Babul
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast attained unto the sanctified and most exalted
Threshold! Thy letter hath been perused. It was written in
the utmost sincerity and was proof of thy turning to the All
Glorious Kingdom, beseeching the Lord of Grandeur for His
bounty and grace. Raise thou thy hands in gratitude to the
threshold of divine unity and say:

‘O God! O Thou sanctified Lord! A myriad thanks be offered
up to Thee for Thou hast made me firm in Thy Cause, and
enabled me to speak out in Thy praise. I am but a feeble ant
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which Thou hast led to the court of Thy majesty and generos-
ity. I am as one lost, Thou hast guided me to the most great
shelter and the impenetrable sanctuary. I am sore sick, Thou
hast bestowed divine healing. I am abased, Thou hast show-
ered upon me eternal glory. I am in anguish, Thou art my
remedy; needy, Thou art my inexhaustible treasury; ensnared
in the darkness of bondage, Thou art my brilliant Day-Star. In
the assemblage of oneness, Thou art my lighted candle. I am
captive in this prison of mortal dust, Thou art my lofty man-
sion in the highest heaven; afflicted with the poisons of grief,
Thou art the remedy for my heart and soul. O God! Free
my heart from attachment to this mortal world of water and
clay, and by the melodious call of Thy Kingdom, bestir Thou
my mind. Enable my ears to hearken to the call of the Com-
pany on High and allow me to partake in the revelry of them
who are intoxicated with the crimson wine of Thy bounty, so
that T may become wholly caught up in Thee, sing out Thine
utterances and follow in Thy ways, that in my heart I may
entertain naught but the thought of Thee and be freed from
every shackle, that I may by day and by night, raise the call:
‘Blessed am I for this most great favour. Glad tidings be unto
me for this manifest bounty.”

As for J. and his great greed about which this helpless one
wrote, you are witness to how much this servant was thinking
about calming his greed. Even what you presented, I said to
give to him, perhaps the fire of greed would be calmed. Despite
this, no fruit was observed, and “On the Day We will say to
Hell, ‘Have you been filled?” and it will say, ‘Are there any
more?”’ In any case, for fair-minded ones, this person’s greed
is a sufficient and complete proof. Let us suppose he even had a
right - why so much insistence and persistence and pressure? A
person detached should not utter a word for money nor insist
for wealth, especially when he has amassed some ornaments
and started a business and has more than needed benefits and
profits in money and wealth. Therefore take heed, O people of
insight!

In these days if a Covenant-breaker passes through that region,
you must show such firmness and steadfastness that no breath
is drawn and the foul odor of heedlessness of truth does not
change the air of that land and region. And glory be upon you.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast held fast unto the unbreakable Handle! Ren-
der thanks unto God that thou hast quaffed from the cup of
steadfastness and constancy and clung unto the sure handle
of perseverance. Thou hast been inebriated with the wine of
true knowledge; thou hast proceeded from the habitation of
ruin to the abode of prosperity. Wherefore, seize the chalice
of the Covenant, exhilarate the friends with the wine of the
Divine Testament, and frustrate the purpose of those who wa-
ver. Tear off the robe of stillness, drink deep from the pure
chalice, and hasten to embrace the true Friend. By the grace
and bounty of God, souls have been raised that stand immov-
able as a mountain of iron in the Covenant and are as firm
and strong as an impregnable foundation. They are like unto
a steel barrier in the face of the Gog of vacillation, a strong
wall before the Magog of confusion, a shelter amidst the whirl-
wind of sedition, and a safeguard against the tempest of trials.
I fain would hope that through the bounties and bestowals of
the Ancient Beauty—may My soul be a sacrifice for His faith-
ful lovers—this exquisite robe may befittingly adorn the figure
of that servant of the Abha Beauty, and thou mayest be so
firm and steadfast that all the friends in that land may too
become steadfast and firm.

2 The Glory of God rest upon thee and upon all them that have
held fast unto the Covenant!

With regard to the late King’s assassin, His Excellency the
Prime Minister informed all the consuls in the surround-
ing regions that, after careful investigation and inquiry, it
had become clear that the contemptible assassin was an
anti-monarchist and an atheist who had no affiliation with
other groups. Indeed, the establishment of the truth of the
matter was due to the competence, discernment, capacity,
fairmindedness, and justice of the Prime Minister. Praised be
God that the truth of this treason and the partisanship of that
arrogant outcast were made clear and evident. This is for no
other reason save the confirmations of the Kingdom. All the
friends of God must pray continuously, by day and by night,
for the glory of His Majesty, the new just king, and should
also value the fairness and justice of the Prime Minister and
pray for his well-being.
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The Glory of God rest upon thee.

Ibn-i-Abhar—upon him be the effulgent Glory of God—highly
praised the steadfastness and constancy shown by thee and by
all the friends in that land. Blessed, doubly blessed, are ye, O
servants of the All-Merciful!

Deliver thou the enclosed letters. Among them is a letter to
Nabil-i-Musafir, that is, Haji Muhammad-Baqir-i-Hamadani,
which must be delivered to his son Haji Muhammad-Taqi, who
hath returned from the Holy Land. Be sure to deliver it.
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To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Kirmanshahan
Date: 1900 or <

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your spiritual letter with
its divine meanings was received and its contents understood.
Indeed, the morning breezes and the fragrance of flowers wafted
from its mysteries, bestowing spiritual delicacy upon all nos-
trils. Glory be to God! What a bounty this is, that the effect
of ink seeks the rose of the garden of the heart and perfumes
minds - and this is nothing but the bounty of the Ancient
Beauty and the Greatest Name, Who has bestowed such grace
and granted such power to the musk-scented pen that it gives
souls the intoxication of spiritual wine and freely grants eternal
joy and expansion to hearts.

In any case, I hope that at all times you will be confirmed in
service at the Threshold of the Lord and become a partner and
associate with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Sacred Thresh-
old. You have been and will surely continue to be assisted, for
truly your heart is very pure and free from all attachments.
You have no aim except divine good-pleasure and no desire
except effacement and nothingness. These are the qualities
and attributes that lead to the attainment of life, and this is
the way and conduct that magnetizes the confirmations of the
King of Kings.
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Do not be saddened by any circumstances nor grieved by any
events. Praise be to God, you are assisted and confirmed in
all that is necessary and befitting. Day by day this spring of
bounty increases in outpouring, and this grace is an abundant
treasure. O kind friend! If you knew the state in which this
letter is being written, you would surely be so overcome with
joy that you would soar from delight, for the heart of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is stirred by the sweet fragrances of your love, and with
utmost humility and brokenness I beseech your confirmation
from the Lord. This prayer will surely be answered at the
Divine Threshold.

The letter requested for those souls was written and is enclosed
with this letter. Give great importance to the matter of Siyyid
Rustam, for it will have excellent results. Look not at the
present but consider the future. In time it will yield compre-
hensive fruits and many souls will find eternal life through the
holy fragrances and be nurtured under the blessed tree, becom-
ing trees in the gardens of sanctity. For most of those people
possess hearts of utmost purity and innate truthfulness, and
today the greatest means of entry into the divine Kingdom is
truthfulness and purity of heart.

And upon you be glory.
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To: Baha’is of Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O ye old friends! For some time no general letter has been
written to Qazvin, but the Ancient Beauty is witness and aware
that not for a moment do I cease remembering you, nor draw a
breath, nor find rest and repose. The remembrance of friends
is the companion of the soul, and the mention of loved ones is
the associate of heart and conscience.
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Night and day I begin supplication and prayer, and bow down
at the threshold of oneness: “O my peerless Beloved, O my
matchless Lord! Cast a ray from Thy Most Glorious Kingdom
like a manifest light upon Qazvin. Illumine that land and re-
gion, and bestow a bounty from Thy Most Exalted Kingdom.
Make that clime a divine gathering-place and a heavenly gar-
den. Through the training of the divine Gardener and the
bounty of the cloud of the All-Merciful, make its saplings fruit-
ful. Adorn its gardens with the anemones of inner meanings.
Through the outpouring of the fountains of mercy make its
meadows green and verdant. Grant wings to its birds, and
make the birds of its gardens intimate with the melody of Thy
Most Glorious Kingdom. Make the lions of its wilderness the
lions of the Covenant, and make its longing servants the mani-
festation of the confirmations of the Luminary of the horizons.

O Lord! These are precious souls and these are kindly faces.
They are ancient servants and old friends. They have sacri-
ficed their lives in the path of the Most Exalted Lord, and in
love for Thy Most Great Beauty they have at every moment
hastened to the place of sacrifice. What afflictions they have
seen, what calamities they have endured, and what poisons
they have tasted! Not for a moment have they seen the face of
comfort and ease. They are tested believers and pledged mys-
tics. They are enchanted by Thy captivating countenance and
passionate for that Beauty like unto the moon. They are Thy
enraptured ones, Thy lovers, and those bewildered by Thee.

O peerless Lord! Make their gathering-place a rose garden, and
illumine the lamp of their hearts. Make their hearts’ gardens
the envy of flower-field and meadow. Protect them from the
oppression of the tyrannical, and cause them to progress day
by day, and make them fresh and verdant moment by moment
through the bounty of the Supreme Concourse. Thou art the
Merciful, Thou art the Generous, and Thou art the Kind, the
All-Knowing.”

5 In brief, O lovers of the countenance of the Friend! The glance

of favor encompasses all and the gaze of divine mercy includes
every dear one. The boundless ocean of the Lord’s mercy is
surging, and the waves of grace and bounty are casting pearls
upon the shores of contingent being. Show forth the bounty
of that loving Friend, and let each one fill a skirt with these
brilliant pearls and precious gems and scatter them over the
world and its peoples.

By Him Who holds my soul in His hand! At this moment I
am so stirred by the love of the friends that I cannot write or
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speak. Therefore I conclude my words and content myself with
this much. And the glory be upon you.
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To: Ibn-i Dakhil Mulla Husayn (Maraghih) et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the Lord God! In this Most Great Cycle when the
Pre-existent Sun has risen and shone forth from the horizons of
the nations, and through Its infinite bounties has illumined the
East and West of contingent being, and through the breezes
from the gardens of the Kingdom has bestowed the spirit of
life upon all directions, and with the sweet fragrance of the
flowers of the meadows of inner meanings has perfumed the
nostrils of the people of understanding - He has brought about
a resurrection and raised high the banner of protection, He has
established the true Balance and extended the Straight Path,
He has spread out the land of gathering and made manifest
the assembling and dispersing.

The waves of the angels of the Concourse on High have ar-
rived successively like billows, and the hosts of the Supreme
Assembly have appeared consecutively like flights of birds in
the manifest horizon. He has laid the foundation of the new
Cycle in this glorious Age and established a mighty edifice in
this wondrous and enduring world. He has opened the gates
of the Kingdom and shown the way of salvation and life. He
has adorned the rose-garden of infinite bounty and embellished
the gathering of divine manifestation. He has opened wide the
hand of bestowal and shown forth the white hand [of Moses].
He has invited all to the outstretched feasts and called every-
one to the spread table of bounty. He has given every atom
the capacity to receive divine grace and bestowed upon every
drop the surge and swell of vast oceans of favor - so that all
may unite and, taking refuge in the divine Covenant under the
shade of one Word, arise with the utmost power and might
to exalt the Word of God and engage in diffusing the divine
fragrances, and sacrifice our lives in His path and strive with
heart and soul and surge and seethe until the holy fragrances
perfume the world and the raptures of holiness conquer the
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hearts and minds of the nations; until the divine fire blazes
forth at the pole of contingent being and the flame of the
Mount burns up the heart of existence; until the life-giving
breezes make the trees of being green and verdant and the
soul-stirring melodies of the celestial psalms bring delight to
the ears of the Concourse on High.

Now hearts are still and souls are silent and faces are veiled
and breasts are unopened. These are signs of faithlessness, not
qualities of faithfulness; marks of lethargy, not glad-tidings of
the All-Loving Lord.

Therefore, O friends of God, come, let us raise our heads from
the ancient pillow and brighten our eyes with the manifest light
and arise as we ought and should to fulfill our pledge, and
sacrifice our lives in this path and burn and be content - until
the horizon of the world becomes illumined and the furnace
of the world becomes a rose garden and the signs of the Most
Great Name become established at the pole of the world.

5 sl dad O8Gl Ll 45 Al LL e
gy wled 335 IS OB b #das
2l Sk 5 AT s e |y 3

ale e 1y el Do melice il

oy 5 Cubo 8 Sl g Js
Collr 052 O} g s pdhe 5 et
;;;;;)Q\)L‘Qﬁc,.ﬂ\ J}?:)UTB)O}'\;#

G b D) e 2L (A <l o o
gl s @GR Gtk b o s gl
doe 53 5 U a8 g (sl L5 5 AL
o fle BIb aila s mhsm 5 3l Ol
(“‘ QLLT) 34 u-"wg Ol u"g P nf

Ao dle Ll s We!

INBAS88:284, MMK4#054 p.061

ABO1107

Date: 1900 or <

O trusted one at the divine threshold!

A few days ago a letter was written and sent, and today also
this missive is being sent along with several writings which
you had previously requested. If I had the time, I would be
occupied day and night writing to you directly, but I swear by
your spiritually perfumed soul that I do not have time even to
speak, let alone write. But despite this I am writing.

The purpose is that today the greatest service to the divine
Cause is to make receptive souls firm and steadfast in the
Covenant and Testament, which from the dawn of creation
until the evening of invention has had no equal or likeness,
lest they be shaken by the blowing of the severe winds of tests
which are mentioned and clearly stated in all the divine scrip-
tures. This matter is extremely important, for the slightest
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weakness and laxity in holding fast to the Covenant will up-
root the divine foundation from its base.

And mere verbal adherence is not sufficient, as has become
the habit of some waverers who outwardly express faith and
certitude but inwardly are thinking of how this divine edifice
might be destroyed from its very foundation. But weak are
both the seeker and the sought - this edifice is made of steel
from the precious mines of the Kingdom. The greatest forces
of creation are powerless to damage it, though some weak ones
may fall away.

In all verses, sermons and prayers, both Persian and Arabic,
from the divine writings, mention is made of violation and the
evil deeds of the violators. In any case, you should not men-
tion the waverers, but rather encourage adherence and attach-
ment, explain the harm of wavering, mention the power and
sovereignty of this Covenant and Testament, and explain and
expound upon the steadfastness and firmness required when
tests appear.

In any case, through the grace and gifts which the Blessed
Beauty had for you, it is hoped that you will arise in the spiri-
tual gathering like a candle with a burning face and consumed
soul, and warm all with the fire kindled in the divine Tree.
And in every land you enter, sow the pure seeds of steadfast-
ness and firmness so that through the outpourings of the Abha
Kingdom they may grow green and verdant. And in every
city guide some souls who will constantly remind others with
proofs and evidence of the power, grandeur and sovereignty of
the Covenant and Testament.

Your letters should arrive continuously. Since you have com-
mitted not to enter Tehran itself, if you observe that entering
it would cause problems, do not enter but rather proceed from
Qazvin in another direction. And regarding this matter con-
sult and inquire from the Hands of the Cause who will inform
you of the true situation.
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To: Baha’is of Abhar
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends! Although it has been a long time since I have
corresponded or communicated with those spiritual friends, at
every moment your remembrance was the companion of my
soul and mention of you brought spirit and fragrance. His
honor Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God, would always offer detailed praise and commendation
of those friends of truth in my presence. Therefore do not
complain about the scarcity of communications and correspon-
dence. Opposition from the people of hatred from all groups,
and continuous communications with all regions, prevents
sending letters at every moment. Otherwise, in the realm of
heart and spirit, I consider remembrance of the friends to be
the cause of victories, and I am moved and delighted by the
sweet fragrance of the love of friends.

And I counsel you to devote all your energy to affection, love,
unity and harmony, so that each may bow before the other,
and each may sacrifice their life in love for the other, and true
prosperity may be realized. Intention must be for God’s sake.
If some shortcoming issues from certain friends, others should
cover it with the hem of concealment and strive to perfect his
deficiencies, not seek out his faults and wish for his abasement
and humiliation. A fault-covering eye leads to insight, and a
wise person conceals the faults of every sinful servant. Tearing
veils is the way of beasts, not of a person full of knowledge and
wisdom.

The friends are like flowers in the garden of grace - although
each has its own special color and fragrance, yet the oneness of
the spring rain’s bounty, the oneness of the heavenly sun’s rays,
and the oneness of the garden’s soil unites these genera and
species and is the cause of unity in origin and return. Therefore
one should not focus on differences in minor feelings, but rather
look to essential unity and say “all are from God” and find
deliverance from the evils of self and passion.

O friends of Truth! The lights of grace have dawned upon you
from every direction, and the breeze of bounty has wafted to
you from every side. The sea of favors is surging for your sake,
and the breeze of grace is stirring for you. The Sun of Truth
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shines radiantly from the unseen realm, and the cloud of be-
stowal rains upon the fields, and this servant, in servitude at
the Sacred Threshold, shares your intimate prayers and suppli-
cations. What more could you want? What more could you
seek? Be happy, be joyous, be delighted, be overjoyed, and
arise in thanksgiving for this supreme blessing.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O learned one in the school of true understanding and nightin-
gale of the garden of certitude! The candle is lit and the light of
the Abha Kingdom is the beloved of the gathering. The breeze
of the divine garden is wafting, and the fragrance of the thicket
of the Merciful attracts the hearts. The luminous rays lighten
the horizons and the pure fragrances perfume the nostrils of
any longing soul. The hosts of confirmation are charging from
the Abha Kingdom, and the angels of holiness ascend and de-
scend from the realm of Omnipotent Guidance. The outpour-
ings of mercy are successive from the clouds of guidance and
the overflowing of His bounties is continuous from the chalice
of Oneness. The melodies of the thankful birds bewilder intel-
ligences and understanding, and the mysteries of the truth of
Judgment and Resurrection portray the Day of the Trumpet
Blast.

Wherefore make your heart happy and joyful for this mercy
and kindness of the Ancient Beauty, and become free from
every sadness and suffering. Immerse yourself in the sea of
endless happiness and wander in the soul-stirring immensity
of joy and radiance. Forbid thine ear to hearing any song,
and hearken unto the call, “hasten unto salvation” from the
angel of the Abha Kingdom. Close thine eyes to the material
necessities and look upon the divine horizon. Open a school in
this garden and become the educator of love, and give lessons of
truths and inner meanings. Loosen thy tongue in devotion and
worship of the Sun of the world of creation, and give everlasting
life to the dead bodies and corpses. Remove from thy bosom
and show forth thy snow-white hand. Cast down the rod of
certitude and destroy the snakes of doubts. Tear apart the sea
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of imaginings and march through with the army of knowledge.
Transform the blood-river of suspicion into the wellspring of
guidance. Manifest the light of the bounty of the All-Glorious
in the Sinai of being and yearn to witness the ray of light. Rest
not for a minute and seek not a moment of repose.

Time is a severing sword, and opportunity a shining light. Kin-
dle the candle of guidance, and burn away the veils of ignorance
of the inhabitants of the world. The Abha Beauty sends con-
firmation from the Unseen Kingdom and the Doubtless Realm.
The troops of His assistance and protection arrive like unto
successive waves. Although we are weak and lowly, yet the
threshold of that Living Almighty is the refuge, and the moun-
tain of victory and confirmation of the peerless Lord our asy-
lum. May Glory be upon thee and upon all who are steadfast
in the Covenant of God.

Abdu’l-Baha

Make ye the utmost effort to protect and uphold the rights of
the wife of Haji Muhammad Rahim. It has considerable merit.

S GF Al 2 S sl 2|, bt
L S O 50, s OB ol b
3ems sk G125 A2 s s Jodt
Gl U{)K,A LS‘(" O e Cadse ys
5 S (‘U Saids 5§ L5 teal tosliae
2 ool Jad

e bl o5 o p s Gl i 25
St UEG) ol i #0555 50 (Bl
oY Sase s b O Sde l gel U
2 O 5l Oy 5 0 515 e i b
M;‘}JSJM‘\Q;‘MJ?G\}“
5oy Calilg O Okl ol y e oS
S T 5 by Oy b o o K
B Gl o b K e s

e
Gl g Bom il 5 ey 55 5
&ﬁﬁ‘é{&bﬂbdﬁdgf?)'\;

DAS.1915-03-24 3,ls
INBA59:230, BRL_ DAK#1018
MKT1.421, BSHN.140.348, BSHN.144.346,

MHT1b.216

ABO01197

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan

Date: 1900 or <

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! The winds of opposition e Cl’ ) Sle toyde M g ¢

have surrounded the Lamp of the Covenant, and the waves of
violation and corruption have cast the Ark of Salvation into
the whirlpool of the faithless ones’ enmity. The whirlwind
of rebellion circles round the Tree of the Covenant, and this
servant stands alone and solitary, facing the onslaught of all
with perfect steadfastness. The East is at war, the West con-
tends, the South disputes, the North shows enmity. There are
a hundred thousand Ibn-i-Sa’ds and Sinans with sword and
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spear and lance and arrow, and thousands of stubborn Abu-
Jahls and denying Abu-Lahabs kindling the fire of hatred. The
strangers act thus and the familiar ones likewise.

Despite this, praise be to God, the candle of God’s Cause is
bright and radiant and the melody of God’s Word has con-
quered the world. The morn of guidance spreads its light from
the Supreme Horizon, and every steadfast one receives victory
from the Abha Kingdom. The fame of God’s greatness has
stirred the East, and the holy fragrances have perfumed the
West. The horizon of truth has become radiant as the moon
with the light of the Covenant, and the realm of possibility
has become the dawning-place of the effulgences of the Lord’s
bounty and favor.

However, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in great peril, residing in a place
surrounded by a hundred thousand severe threats. Therefore,
your honor must arise with perfect strength and steadfastness
and gather together the Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree - that
is, make them of one heart and mind - and become united and
in agreement with the Hands of the Cause of God, so that
the Universal House of Justice may be formed to the extent
possible and when necessary the contents of the Will and Tes-
tament be implemented. For the honored Afnans of the Sacred
Tree must arise in the front rank to preserve and protect the
mighty fortress of God’s Cause, and succeed in whatever befits
this bestowed station.

How great, how very great is the Cause! How very fierce the
onslaught of all the peoples and kindreds of the earth. Ere long
shall the clamor of the multitude throughout Africa, through-
out America, the cry of the European and of the Turk, the
groaning of India and China, be heard from far and near. One
and all, they shall arise with all their power to resist His Cause.
Then shall the knights of the Lord, assisted by His grace from
on high, strengthened by faith, aided by the power of under-
standing, and reinforced by the legions of the Covenant, arise
and make manifest the truth of the verse: “Behold the confu-
sion that hath befallen the tribes of the defeated!”

5 Many glad-tidings have arrived from all directions, but they

cannot be revealed, for the unfaithful friends would immedi-
ately try to extinguish them and attempt to disperse that gath-
ering. Therefore, briefly, the glad-tidings are given that the
Cause has become most glorious and its greatness has become
evident. Soon it will create a wondrous ferment.
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And the Glory be upon you.

BADM.123x,
DWN_ v6#03 p.001x, ABCC.111x

GPB.354-355x%, WOB.017x, COC#1531x, COC#1681x,

&-;LC ;M\} 6

INBAS88:208, AVK4.478cx, PYB#224 p.41,
RAHA.130-131

AB01220

Date: 1900 or <

O you whom God has reserved for the exaltation of His Word!
Your good health brought the utmost joy and delight, and
we continuously seek confirmation from the Kingdom of Ho-
liness. We hope that through the aid and protection of the
Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting One, you will be assisted with new
confirmations in every breath and be supported by the hosts of
the Abha Kingdom, which are the holy fragrances that circle
the Supreme Concourse.

In whatever land you enter, guide all to firmness and stead-
fastness in God’s Covenant, and likewise to adherence to the
contents of the treatise written in response to Aqa Mirza Abu’l-
Fadl, upon him be the Glory of God, and most importantly
to the implementation of divine worship ordinances such as
prayer and fasting with utmost strength. Since the contents
of the treatise relate to established true beliefs, therefore they
must first become firmly rooted in the heart, then one should
engage in worship. And the Glory be upon you.

The human heart finds no tranquility except through worship
of the All-Merciful, and the human spirit finds no joy except
through remembrance of God. The power of worship is like
wings that cause the human spirit to ascend from the lowest
depths to the Abha Kingdom and bestow true purity and re-
finement upon human beings. The goal cannot be attained
except through this means.

My God! Assist Thy servants to worship Thee and to be de-
voted in Thy service, illuminate their hearts with the lights
of Thy worship, expand their breasts with the signs of Thy
knowledge, let them taste the sweetness of Thy remembrance,
and make their feet firm upon Thy Covenant and Testament.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.
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Upon arrival in Azerbaijan, first meet with Ibn-i-Abhar and
become fully informed of all details and show him utmost love.
There must be complete joy and delight between you. After
thorough consultation and agreement of words, arise to spread
the divine fragrances and establish the foundation, lest any
excuse be given to the wavering ones. For when that treatise
written to Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl was read to the wavering ones,
no fruit was obtained whatsoever, rather it became the cause of
increased wavering, for their purpose is to break the Covenant
and they use these words as an excuse. In any case, God willing,
you will illuminate those regions like the enkindled fire in the
Vale of Security and raise such a melody of the Covenant in
all horizons that East and West will be moved to motion and
yearning.

; The mother and family are all well and healthy, but the mother

is constantly lamenting. And peace be upon you.
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To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

God the Exalted has said: “Lord of the two Fasts and Lord of
the two Wests” to the end of the verse. O you who gaze upon
the Most Luminous Beauty and who hold fast to the Most
Pure Hem and who cling to the Sure Handle with the cling-
ing of one who supplicates, who is detached, who implores the
Most Great Sublime One - know that the Most Great Lumi-
nary and the Most Ancient Light, when it rises and shines
forth from the East of the world upon all peoples, has two ris-
ing places, two dawning places, two horizons and two setting
places: an outward, material, concrete horizon in the exter-
nal world, and an inward, heart-centered, spiritual, knowledge-
based, consciously-experienced horizon in the mind. This Lu-
minous Light and Merciful Star and Divine Full Moon and
Sun that has no equal has a rising and shining forth from the
horizon of horizons, and a dawning and appearance from the
horizon of souls, as God the Exalted has said: “We shall show
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them Our signs in the horizons and in themselves until it be-
comes clear to them that it is the Truth.”

Look then with the eye of insight and the vision of reality
at the mighty cycles and ancient ages, that you may see the
reality of the meanings of this blessed verse personified and
embodied, lifting every veil, removing every covering, with
clear proof and evident explanation. For when you look at
this mighty universe, you see their traces spread abroad, their
lights diffused, their tokens manifest, their law widespread,
their way renowned, their manifest religion encompassing all
beings, their mighty light illuminating from the horizons of the
heavens and earths. Their way is the most excellent, and their
banners are those waving above the loftiest edifices. This is
their radiance, their manifestation and their appearance from
the horizon of horizons.

Then look at the world of souls and spirits and hearts, that you
may see how souls are inspired by their remembrance, at peace
with their thought, content with their decree, well-pleased with
their devotion, sanctified by their radiance, gladdened by their
bestowal, illumined by their lights, receiving grace from the
brilliance of their rays. And spirits are stirred by the breezes
of their gardens, delighting in the bounties of their realities,
rejoicing in the freshness of their meadows, gladdened by the
fragrance of their thickets, made happy by the outpouring from
their fountains. Hearts throb with love for them, tongues speak
their praise. Consciousness is filled with spirit and fragrance by
their sweet scents, and stays wakeful through nights and days
by their gentle breezes. Beings receive grace from their out-
pourings, realities are purified by their manifestations, essences
derive lights from their kindled fire, identities acquire myster-
ies from their abundant effusions. Faces beam, tongues rejoice,
ears take delight, eyes are illumined, breasts are expanded -
all this from their perfect outpourings and all-encompassing
perfections. Upon them be greetings and praise from the Lord
of the Last and the First, and praise be to God, Lord of all
worlds.
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To: Ismullah Jim
Date: 1900 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the service of His Cause!

The effects of thy pearl-scattering pen were observed. It con-
tained the reality of all wisdom and spiritual counsels and del-
icate spiritual exhortations, to such degree that it would move
the solid rock and set the hardened stone in motion. It would
wipe away thick dust from the colored page. It was pure and
clear water, a spiritual gentle breeze that would cause growth
from barren soil and make colorful tulips spring forth from
hard stone. It would make the blind eye see and the deaf ear
hear.

But what use is it? If explanation is given, they cry out that
insult has been offered and disparagement has occurred. They
make it a means of confusing minds and causing disturbance
of thoughts. This letter produces the opposite effect and these
counsels are counted as vices. The sick flees from the physi-
cian’s cure and the ill shows aversion to the great antidote.

Counsel is accepted by the people of truth and guidance is
sought by those of understanding. But fault-finders only lis-
ten when they become hopeless of the effect of doubts and
despairing of the influence of ambiguous means. Otherwise if
all books and pages were to be cast forth, they would yield no
fruit and give no benefit. “I have called but if thou callest unto
the living - yet there is no life in those thou callest.”

5 Leave them to what they are engaged in and trust in God. For

Javad and his like are in deep blindness - neither counsel nor
right speech benefits them. Let not your honor be disheartened
by the negligence of the negligent ones. Strive day and night for
the firmness and steadfastness of the friends and exert mighty
effort in diffusing the divine fragrances.

When the Tree of the Covenant becomes established in the
soil of hearts, all will cease from thought of casting doubts
and will hold fast to the hem of the Covenant. But now they
imagine that through the whisperings of doubts and recourse
to and interpretation of ambiguous verses and confusion of
simple hearts and spread of foolish words and opinions, they
can divert the outpouring of the Most Great Sea from the
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Gulf of the Covenant and make it flow in the channel of their
purposes. Evil is that which they imagine.

The defender of the banner of the Covenant is the Lord of
the Covenant, and the helper of the hosts of the Covenant
is the Lord of Loving-kindness. Soon thou shalt find these
accumulated clouds cleared away from the horizon of the world
and the Sun of the Covenant shining from the Dayspring of the
Covenant with utmost brilliance and radiance.

And glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khan from Hamadan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who wanderest through mountain and desert, en-
chanted by the face and distracted by the tresses of the
Beloved of the divine assembly! On the Day of Resurrection,
the preserved Tablet was observed and the cry of that
sorrowful heart was heard. This sighing and lamentation
from separation from the Witness, the Candle, the Honey and
the Wine - however heart-melting it may be, full of melody
and song, full of burning and yearning - is sweeter and more
attractive, for it reveals mysteries. Its contents were full of
meaning and joy, for they indicated service to the Cause of
God and the shining forth of the lamp of the love of God.

O youth! This is the time for joy and vitality, not for thoughts
of weakness and incapacity. Turn to the Abha Kingdom and
seek boundless strength. I swear by the Sun of the Supreme
Concourse that you will be confirmed with mighty power, re-
gain your youth, forget weakness, and be filled with enthusiasm
and fervor.

Tell Jinab-i-Bashir: O Bashir, become detached from this
world and its name and fame, its scent and color, its peace
and conflict, and become the bearer of glad tidings of the
divine Joseph’s garment.

Tell Jinab-i-Mansur: You are victorious, not vanquished; in a
palace, not banished; remembered, not forgotten; connected,
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not disconnected. Therefore do not be grieved or dejected. If
you seek confirmation, offer praise and turn to the Glorious
Lord. Then proceed in affairs with firm resolve - you will find
the doors of relief opened and the clouds of bounty gathered.

When the khans return, if they insist greatly and you go to
their place after their return, that would be very good and
appropriate. You are a perceptive person - carry out whatever
you deem advisable. The purpose is that I hope you will be a
blazing furnace of fire and fill the heart’s temple with roses and
tulips, so that perhaps in those regions souls may arise who will
kindle anew the fire of love, create thunder and lightning, cause
lights to shine forth, waft fragrances, send breezes, awaken
hearts, manifest the signs of the Exalted One, and spread the
verses of the Blessed Beauty. For now that land has long been
withered and cold, and the friends scattered and distressed.

i O my kind beloved! Grant confirmation, bestow success, send

the breeze of favor and the fragrance of bounty.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi (Alexandria)
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! This is the time for unity and harmony, the
era of oneness and association. The Ancient Beauty and the
Most Great Name - may my spirit, my being, and my essence
be sacrificed for even the lowliest of His servants - endured all
these afflictions, trials, tribulations, arrows of tyranny, chains
of tests, exile, banishment, and the Most Great Prison so that
He might uproot all traces of enmity and discord, and the
foundation of hostility and dissension, and that all who dwell
on earth might be gathered together in a single form and a
single garment. Let no one object to or criticize another, and
let no one soil their tongue with the censure of another, so that
this mortal world might become a reflection of the immortal
realm, and this earthly plane might be purified to become a
mirror of the Kingdom.
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2 The Afnan are the branches of the Blessed Tree, and the twigs
of the Tree of Oneness that have grown from the honored root
and appeared from the holy tree. All friends must show them
the utmost respect for the sake of the Cause of God, and this
respect and consideration returns to the holy root of the Tree.
No one should fall short in this. Never has it been permissible
for anyone to speak critically of another, even if they be among
the wicked - how much less so for the righteous, even if they be
strangers - how much less so for loved ones and the virtuous. I
swear by the Ancient Beauty that I would prefer my own degra-
dation to that of the Afnan, and count my own humiliation as
less grave than the humiliation of the friends and companions.
Most assuredly be vigilant that no one shows any impudence,
lest they fall into grave impudence and become the cause of
great harm.

O Lord! Protect Thy servants, guard their tongues from every
word that opposeth Thy good-pleasure, purify their mouths
from mentioning aught but good regarding Thy loved ones,
preserve their hearts from the thought of censuring Thy faithful
ones, and make them signs of remembrance and glorification,
and emblems of unity and sanctification. Verily, Thou art the
Strong, the Powerful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

5 Send a copy of this to those two individuals wherever they
may be, even if it must be through Hajji Mulla Husayn Lari in
Jeddah.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi the martyr
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the divine wine and aflame
with the fire of God’s love! Not a moment passes by day or
night but that thou comest to mind of the yearning ones and
art remembered by the friends. Despite this, how canst thou
imagine thyself deprived, forsaken, forgotten and abandoned,
when in fact a special letter was sent to thee? Think not that
thou art forgotten for a moment or dismissed from thought for
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an instant. Thou hast always been and art remembered, and
hast been and wilt be present in the gatherings of hearts.

These spiritual bonds are God’s mighty cord which can suf-
fer no weakness, lassitude, slackness or deficiency. Know thou
with clear certainty that the faithful loved ones of God shine
forth in this assembly like radiant candles and their remem-
brance is like the brilliant sun. Through the supreme bounty
of the Ancient Beauty we hope that their heart-bonds may
daily grow stronger and their spiritual attractions more in-
tense. May they become dawning-places of the bestowals of
this blessed century from the Threshold of Divine Oneness,
and rising-stars of bounties in these days from the horizon of
the All-Merciful.

Great is this cycle and its Lord is the Manifest Beauty. Its
heaven is the Law of sanctification, pouring down upon the
field of both noble and base. Its sun is the Reality of the
Divine Essence - all Its Manifestations in other cycles occupied
the station of servitude. Its earth is the ground of universal
realities receiving the rays shining from the Most Great Light.
Its ocean is the Most Great Sea. Its gardens are paradises and
its anemones are perfumed with holy fragrances. Its spring
is the Salsabil fountain and its Kawthar is the flowing water
wherein is healing for those who drink. Its fruits are what no
eye hath seen, nor ear heard, nor entered into the heart of
man. Its melodies are the songs of the birds of eternity and its
sounds are the cooing of the dove of faithfulness. Its song is
of realities and meanings, and its strain is of wondrous divine
verses. Its sea is sweet water and its river the pure water of
life. Its drop surgeth like an ocean and its atom is renowned
and known like the sun.

The purpose of these utterances is that we await thee, hoping
that God willing thou wilt be confirmed in service to God’s
Cause and successful in exalting the Word of God. How then
couldst thou be forgotten? God forbid! Be confident in His
grace. And upon thee be glory.
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AB01296

Date: 1900 or <

O God, my God! How canst my tongue warble its melodies
and how canst my fingers move when my sorrows have caused
the wave of the most great sea to surge and to clash as the
abounding ocean. I am sore pressed with cares and the world
hath become too straitened for me, as though it were a dark
and fathomless abyss. How often have I drunk deep the cups
of sorrow and been consumed by the flames of trials and tribu-
lations.

O my Lord! This is the cup of sorrow which Thou didst en-
able them to partake in these days from the hand of Thine
irrevocable decree and inscrutable purpose, inasmuch as Thou
didst summon to Thy kingdom Thy servant Sulayman, who
answered Thy call, and didst lift him up to Thee, O Thou who
art the Lord of Lords. Thou didst seat him within the precincts
of Thy court and delivered him from being consumed with the
flame of separation from Thee. Thou didst leave me immersed
in the floods of deprivation from Thy presence and wandering
in the wilderness of remoteness from beholding Thy face.

O God! This is Thy servant who hath believed in Thee and in
Thy signs and been illumined by Thy glory. He hath discovered
Thy mysteries and believed in Thy most exalted beauty and
sought shelter beneath the shadow of Thy Sadratuil-Muntaha
and drunk to the full at the hands of the Cup-bearer of bounty.
Eventually, he was attracted to the fragrances of Thine all-
glorious Kingdom and hastened unto Thy Divine Presence and
stood before Thy face, lowly, submissive, shaken, enkindled,
enraptured and hearkening to Thy Call. He hath inclined his
ear to Thy decree and spoken the truth and been enraptured
by the light of attraction to Thee and tasted of the sweetness
of reunion with Thee and been intoxicated with the wine of
Thy beauty within the tabernacle of glory. He hath turned
his face to the loftiest shore in the distant land and called out
in Thy name and spoke forth Thy praise and summoned men
to Thy Cause and established Thy proof and proclaimed Thy
tokens and unfolded Thy mysteries and guided a multitude to
the fresh wellspring of Thy loving-kindness and gathered them
beneath the tabernacle of Thy guidance and illumined their
eyes with the light of Thy bounty and purified their hearts
with the appearance of Thy bounties.

He thus returned to the court of Thy radiance and retraced his
steps to the dawning-place of Thy glory and dwelled beneath
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the shadow of Thy luminous dome, revolving about the Spot
round which have circled Thine Concourse on high, kissing the
soil of Thy sublime Threshold, bowing down to the dust of the
sacred and snow-white Spot, till at last he winged his flight to
the precincts of Thy forgiveness and pardon and entered Thy
home by Thy generosity and bounty.

Oh God, shelter him under the tabernacle of Thy majesty and
the garden of Thy holiness and the meads of Thy good-pleasure,
and supply him with the gift of Thy presence and cause him
to abide within Thy precincts and pass round him the cups
of Thy bounties and perpetuate unto him the bread of Thy
favors and make him a light in the luminous Horizon and exalt
his station in the loftiest heights. Thou art the Bestower, the
Compassionate.
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To: Aga Mirza Shuaullah son of the Greater Branch et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O Self-Subsisting Lord! We are scattered, yet together. We are
strangers to Thee, yet kin to Thee. We are dejected - kindle a
flame! We are withered - burn our hearts with the fire of Thy
love! Whatever we are, we are entranced by Thy countenance
and wandering in Thy path. We are helpless and homeless, full
of sighs and lamentations. We are atoms, yet we have soared in
Thy atmosphere. We are drops, yet we have hastened toward
the waves of Thy ocean.

Awaken these slumberers and make these wanderers mindful.
Make these western planets into eastern stars, and these fruit-
less plants into fruit-bearing trees. Though we are lowly ants,
Thou art the glorious Solomon of majestic sovereignty. Though
we are base and sinful, Thou art noble and forgiving. Look
not upon our capacity and worthiness, and consider not our
qualities and capabilities. Rather, gaze with Thy grace and
generosity upon stranger and kin alike.
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Should the waves of Thy ocean of giving and bestowing surge
forth, they would submerge the created world. Should the bril-
liant rays of the Sun of forgiveness shine forth, they would
with one gleam dispel the pitch darkness of sins and transgres-
sions. The manifestation of grace is purifying water, and the
outpouring of the Source is wine whose mixture is camphor.
The former cleanses every impure one, while the latter makes
every withered and faded one vibrant and radiant and swift.

O Lord! Make these separate letters into perfect words, and
these brief utterances into manifest verses, that they may be-
come conclusive proofs and precedent mercy and transcendent
truth and abundant blessing. Make them exalted lamps and
keys to the gates of righteousness, stars of guidance and shoot-
ing stars against self and passion, outpouring truth and pulsing
veins and arteries, trees in Thy garden and flowers in Thy rose-
garden.

5 O Kind God! This scattered gathering, each from a different
land and region and border and frontier - one eastern, another
western, one southern, another northern - just as Thou hast
gathered these helpless ones in the earthly kingdom at the
noblest spot on earth after the exalted Shrines, we hope that
through Thy grace and generosity, Thy favor and bestowal,
Thou wilt gather them at the noblest spot in the supreme
Kingdom, that all may rest in the shade of the Divine Lote-
Tree and attain the blessing of achieving Thy presence. O
Lord! Make this reality through Thy grace and generosity.
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To: Kashani, Ali Akbar et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends and true companions! When the Morn of the
Covenant shed its radiance upon the horizons, the spiritual
ones opened their hands in thanksgiving with the utmost joy
and delight, became illumined by the light of grace, were moved
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to ecstasy and rapture, brightened their hearts and eyes, strove
to spread the fragrance of the garden of truth, made mighty
efforts to exalt the Word of God, were confirmed by the hosts
of the Abha Kingdom, and were assisted by the armies of the
Concourse on High.

A blind-natured group who worshipped darkness and had bat-
like vision became withered and dejected by the radiance of this
luminous Morn. Each one crept into a hole and ran to a dark
corner, whispering secrets to each other and confiding that this
Morn has no radiance and this light of the Covenant will not
adorn the horizons - darkness is more pleasant and separation
is better. The Sun of Truth has set and the Most Great Orb has
declined. Night upon night has come and evening has grown
weary. Darkness has encompassed all. For a thousand years
more it will be dark night and encompassing gloom near and
far.

Thus night and day they arose to break the Covenant and by
the power of doubts made the horizons dark. When they raised
their uproar from every direction and promoted suspicions and
delusions, the Star of the Covenant cast forth its brilliant rays
and they all became disgraced, defeated and routed, while the
banner of the Covenant was raised high at the axis of all hori-
zons.
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To: Mulla Ghulam-Rida et al., in Jasb
Date: 1900 or <

O ye companions of the Kind Friend! The effulgence of the Sun
of Truth, the Daystar of the heaven of mercy, illumineth the
world and His benevolence hath encompassed both the East
and West. The clouds of His bounty overshadow all and the
showers of His mercy shed their floods of rain upon all. The
portals of His abundant grace have opened wide through the
sustaining breaths of the Holy Spirit. The fragrant breezes of
His life-giving bounty bringeth solace to the heart and comfort
to the yearning.
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2 Be assured then that the morn of hope hath dawned and the
sun of generosity hath risen. Be assured that we all partake
from the ocean of His favour and each one receiveth a por-
tion from His sea of faithfulness. Although His countenance
be veiled from us, yet His attributes are manifest; though His
physical being is concealed from us, His spirit revealeth mys-
teries unto those He loveth.

Shine, then, like brilliant stars and adorn the fields like flowers
of spring. Weep, then, like rain clouds and laugh out aloud like
peals of thunder. Waft through every region like the fragrant
breeze and attract the seekers with this perfume of divinity.

Ye are all His loved ones, His companions and the confidants
of His mysteries. Ye are the chanting birds, the mellifluous
nightingales, and the divine parrots of Ind so sing ye all, with-
out restrain and raise aloft your melodies. Perchance the ears
of men may hearken thereunto and the hearts unravel the mys-
teries of your songs.

5 Verily, He is the Helper, the Sustainer. And verily He is the
Revealer, the Lord of Splendour. How fortunate are we in such
a true Beloved, how blessed in so kind, so clement a Lord and
Master.
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To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O Bahram, celestial sphere of divine knowledge! Although our
correspondence is not continuous and our communication not
constant, praise be to God that at all times we are occupied
and familiar with mentioning that kind friend and other friends
in the shelter of the All-Merciful and at the holy threshold of
God. We have not forgotten for a moment and God willing,
we shall never forget.

2 O steadfast one! Like the morning breeze, pass over human
temples and bestow eternal life. Like fragrant musk, perfume
the world with holy, amber-scented breaths. Like a brilliant
lamp, illuminate the gathering of friends with the lights of
divine knowledge. Like an enchanted moth, burn your wings
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around the candle of the horizons. Like a fruitful tree, be

verdant and abundant in fruit.

O firm one in the Covenant! The time has come for you to
kindle the brilliant fire of the Covenant in the fire-temples of
hearts, that it may utterly consume the thorns and thistles of
violation and obliterate the harvest of doubts.

O servant of the King of God’s dominion! This is the time of
servitude and the moment of freedom. Extend a hand from
your sleeve and scatter pearls and jewels upon the world and
its peoples. You have a flowing treasure in your sleeve and a
Badakhshan ruby in the mine of your mouth. You have hidden
pearls of inner meanings in the shell of your heart - bestow
them upon ears. This is the day of the arena and the time of
polo mallet and ball. Make an effort to snatch away this ball
of precedence and victory, to utterly rout the armies of doubts
and dispel the darkness of uncertainty.

For a harsh, dry, cold wind has arisen that upon merely passing
over a weak soul so freezes and extinguishes it that the flame
of the sacred fire cannot warm it. Frail souls must be pro-
tected from this bone-chilling cold, for the Covenant-breakers
are agents of death - their very sight causes frigidity, let alone
their conversation. The fragrance of soul-reviving musk per-
fumes the mind and the scent of the rose garden gives life,
while the stench of the dunghill repels the nostrils and dis-
turbs and disorders the constitution. This cold wind has taken
up a hundred quintals of poison from doubts and venom from
distorted tablets in its sleeve and is in motion.

And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Isma’il the Traveller
Date: 1900 or <

O you who strive in the path of God! In truth your journey to
Shirvan and Irvan was undertaken with utmost sincerity, and
whenever this servant recalls it, joy and delight are obtained.
That journey was brief, this one extensive. Therefore, through
the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty, you must set forth
on this journey with such a gift that its sweet fragrance will per-
fume all those regions, and to whatever clime you pass through
and travel in, you will waft to their nostrils a breath of divine
remembrance. Forget all sayings and traditions, and be silent
regarding any mention save the mention of Truth. Set your
soul into ferment and tumult. Give no ear to the words of the
unconscious ones, and hear this call from the invisible realm:

If you harbor thoughts of preserving your life, come not here

But if you would sacrifice soul and heart, come and bring them
too

This is the way of the path - if you seek union with Baha

If you’re not fit for this path, stay far and bring no trouble

i These are days of test and times of trial. Make firm your steps

and steadfast your heart. The earthquake is severe and tribu-
lation increasing. Beware lest you forget the Blessed Beauty
and His counsels, and let not your ears be mortgaged to ornate
words. The path is apparent and the way clear and evident.
This is the time for promotion and the season for diffusing the
divine fragrances. Whoever gallops in the field of teaching will
win the polo ball in this arena, and whoever becomes intimate
with the breaths of Truth will shine forth like the sun. Seek
assistance from the Abha Kingdom and draw sustenance from
the cloud of the Covenant. Drink from the spring of God’s
Testament and Faith, for it is the water of life and the foun-
tain of Tasnim in the Paradise of Ridvan. In this journey you
will encounter some who are in test and danger - be vigilant,
be vigilant! Travel to Izmir and from there to the Caucasus.
Your news should arrive continuously, and let it be such news
as brings joy and delight. Convey greetings to all the friends
and read this very letter to him.
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AB01466

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi
Date: 1900 or <

O wanderer in the path of God!

Notice what love compels me to write again despite my many
occupations. This is purely out of heartfelt love and spiritual
kindness. In any case, strive in service to the Cause and strug-
gle with perfect sincerity. Ask God to make you successful
in that which causes the exaltation of the Word of God and
ignites the fire of the love of God. Guide the spiritual loved
ones, as you must and should, to hold fast to God’s Covenant
and Testament, for today this is the greatest and most perfect
of all matters. The Book of the Covenant and Testament is
the refuge and shelter of all worlds, the protective sanctuary,
the ark of salvation, and the recourse of the peoples of earth
and heaven. I swear by the Educator of existence and the Pos-
sessor of the unseen and seen - if one’s foot slips even a hair’s
breadth from this straight path, neither faith will benefit nor
knowledge bear fruit. For hesitation and negligence in this
greatest matter is like taking an axe to the root of the Cause
of God, damaging the divine foundation, such that the winds
of division would so encompass the Tree of the Cause that all
trees of existence would be uprooted.

In any case, you passed quickly through Ardabil and the Cau-
casus regions and stayed little time in those parts. Therefore,
you must certainly return to the regions of Ardabil and the
Caucasus upon receiving this letter, for those places have de-
veloped great capacity. Travel to and through all the cities of
the Caucasus, for it is very necessary. If you could also make
a journey to Bukhara and Samarkand, it would be very bene-
ficial. Individual letters were written and sent for the new and
old believers of Ardabil that you had mentioned. This was due
to love for you, otherwise there would never have been time for
such detailed correspondence. In any case, write about those
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you know are absolutely essential so we can correspond with
them as well. In these days the Caucasus has gained utmost im-
portance. The attention of the friends, especially the teachers,
must be directed there. Since you know the Turkish language,
we have therefore entrusted this service to you.

1 And upon you be glory.
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are staunch! O ye who stand firm! When the light
of Divine Essence dawned above the horizon of Singleness, the
splendour of His Oneness shone forth and the daysprings of
existence were illumined with manifest grace. So radiant was
the light of that Sun of Truth, and so abundant the outpourings
of the clouds of His bounty, that the soil of all beings, even as a
fertile field, became the bearer of the mysteries of all that hath
been and shall be. Those mysteries lie latent and preserved in
the innermost reality of the soil of existence and are manifested
according to the capacity of the world, bringing forth jasmine
and lilies, verdant grass and sweet herbs.

Those whose icy breath and whispers are as cold as midwinter
have now spread in all directions, carrying leaflets of doubt,
hoping to wither the soil of the hearts with the biting chill
of Covenant-breaking, so that the seeds of divine wisdom that
God hath deposited therein may decay and perish. But how
far, how very far from the truth! For the glowing fire of the
Covenant hath so set the world ablaze that no frost or ice can
withstand it for a moment. This, verily, is the truth.

Wherefore, O friends of God, gird up the loins of endeavour,
and be so enkindled by the Lord’s burning Fire as to light
up the East and the West in such wise that every Covenant-
breaker would be put to flight and every wavering soul would
take heed. Such a great bounty dependeth on unity, harmony,
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and concord among the beloved of the Lord. The friends in
that region must grow so intoxicated by the wine of unity that
they become even as a single sea. Though its waves be many,
the sea is one; diversity is not an obstacle to unity.

Praise be to God, for ye are all illumined by the same Sun
and are all brightened by the same Light. Ye are inebriated
by the same cup and seek holy ecstasy in the same tavern. Ye
are, one and all, enamoured by the countenance of the same
Beloved and are captivated by the charm of the same Beauty.
Ye quaff from the same wellspring and taste the sweetness of
the same draught. It behoveth every one of you, however, to
show the utmost consideration unto the revered Hands who
are foremost in service, for they are the dawning-places of the
manifold bounties, loving-kindness, and favours of the Blessed
Beauty.
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends of the Abha Beauty!

Happy are you who stand firm with this servant in servitude
to the Ancient Beauty, and who are intoxicated like a tender
sapling from the Kawthar of His favors, and who draw from
His ocean of benevolence, who acknowledge His Covenant and
Faith, who partake of His flowing treasure, who are the bless-
ing of the righteous and the curse of the wicked, who are the
paradise of friends and the fire of strangers, who are the drawn
swords of the Covenant and the hosts of the Testament, who
are the light of the horizons.

This is the time of fellowship and unity, and the season of
love and harmony. You are all waves of one sea and rays of
one lamp, dewdrops of one cloud and meanings of one book,
candles of one assembly and fragrant flowers of one garden.
Strive as much as you can in love and oneness, and in humility
and submissiveness with one another.
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Praise be to God, from the dawning of the Covenant the loved
ones of ‘Ishqabad have been steadfast and its friends sincere.
The Gog of doubts has not made a breach until now, and
the Magog of uncertainty will never, God willing, leave any
trace. The Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones, bestowed a special confirmation upon the people of
‘Ishqabad and had a special eye of favor upon them. Therefore,
this servant hopes that the radiance of that city will encompass
the world and its holy fragrance will perfume the seven climes.
Day by day the Cause of God will gain strength and the Word
of God will be exalted. Give thanks to the Ancient Beauty.

5 ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

A trouble-making person will turn towards that land with let-
ters of doubt and distorted, altered pages. The friends of God
must arise with such strength and firmness that the light of the
Covenant will disperse the darkness of doubts and the might
of the love of God will encompass the reality of hatred. Hold
fast to the clear proof of the Most Exalted Book which, like the
sun of the horizon of oneness, will cause the night of limitation
to vanish.

O divine friends! That land is pure and holy - do not let it be
contaminated with the stain of doubts, for the trouble-makers
have strange schemes. At first they show steadfastness, then
little by little, until they find a receptive ear, they secretly cast
doubts and make others swear not to reveal but conceal it, and
when they find a receptive ear, to pass it on. And the Glory
be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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To: Naraqi, Fadlullah (Muavinut-Tujjar) et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of Abdu’l-Baha! Although for some time no letter
has outwardly been sent, this was not due to any shortcom-
ing but rather due to countless and limitless obstacles, which
caused this delay and deficiency. However, in all that is nec-
essary and fitting, the utmost care is being exercised - that
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is, in supplication and imploring at the threshold of the Self-
Sufficient Lord, that He may keep those divine friends ever
intoxicated with the cup of divine grace and gather them to-
gether in utmost joy and fragrance beneath the shade of the
Tree of the Covenant of the All-Merciful. The light of grace
shines upon their heads and the radiance of bounty is mani-
fest in the gathering of the friends. Praise be to God, you are
the manifestations of boundless grace and the recipients and
guides of endless favors. The life-giving breeze of grace is waft-
ing and the hearts of those firm in the Covenant are aflame
with the fire of the love of God. The horizon of contingent
being is illumined by the outpourings of the invisible realm
of the unconstrained, and the rays of luminous manifestation
from the veiled Beloved are clear and evident, calling out “We
shall aid whosoever arises to assist My Cause with hosts from
the Concourse on High and a company of favored angels.”

Therefore, O divine friends, arise to serve the Cause and spread
the divine fragrances with eloquent speech, compelling utter-
ance, radiant countenance and sweet expression, that you may
witness the confirmations of the Holy Spirit and observe the
breathings of the Spirit of Truth.

Regarding your question about the direction of prayer, there
is a clear text in the Kitab-i-Aqdas which states: “When ye
desire to perform your prayers turn your faces toward My Most
Holy Court..” until where it states “and when the Sun of
Truth and Utterance sets, the place which We have ordained
for you.” This sacred place has been explicitly designated by
the Supreme Pen in a special tablet, and that tablet contains
other laws as well, all by the Supreme Pen. That tablet was
in the blessed case which was entrusted to Abdu’l-Baha before
the Ascension. That case contained numerous papers, but the
unfaithful ones took it away under some pretext and now it is
with them. The point is that this place has been designated
by the Supreme Pen and it is the point of circumambulation
of the Concourse on High, and without it, turning toward any
other direction during prayer is not permissible. This is the
known truth.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O beloved! The place of turning and circumambulation of the
Concourse on High is the illumined shrine. Let no one interpret
it otherwise.
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AB01589

To: Sarraf (Khadra), in Sabzihvar
Date: 1900 or <

O money-changer! O assayer of the coins of hearts in the mar-
ket of the jewelers!

God says in the glorious Qur’an: “And thou seest the earth
barren and lifeless, but when We send down rain upon it, it
stirreth and swelleth and putteth forth every kind of beauteous
growth.”

He says that when you look at the globe of earth in autumn,
you observe it is but a heap of black soil and cheerless dust.
There is neither flower nor hyacinth, neither sweet basil nor jas-
mine, neither verdure nor freshness, neither grace nor beauty.
The beauties of the garden have neither comeliness nor charm.
But when the spring clouds and April showers pour down, and
the rain of divine bounty descends, and heavenly grace arrives,
and the clouds weep, then the meadow laughs and the desert
and wilderness come alive. Flowers and hyacinths unveil them-
selves, roses and herbs spring forth, the plains and hills be-
come flower gardens and rose bowers, the cypress grows tall,
the turtledove laments, the nightingale wails, and the hyacinth
displays its flower-like face.

That is, when you look with penetrating vision, you see that
human realities and mortal beings before the Day of Manifesta-
tion, which is the autumn season of darkness and sorrow, are
like black earth and lifeless soil - dead, withered and frozen.
But when the Day of Manifestation comes and the flame of
light blazes forth, and the fire of Sinai burns like a lamp of
guidance in the niche of creation, the cloud of God’s mercy
rises up and the rain of the All-Merciful’s bounty pours down
pearls and jewels, the ancient grace is bestowed and the man-
ifest light becomes visible. The lands of receptive realities be-
come filled with bounty, the blessed spot of pure souls becomes
verdant and flourishing, the flowers of knowledge bloom forth,
and the hyacinth and sweet basil of certitude unveil their faces.
The king of roses sits upon the throne of sovereignty, the cy-
press by the stream of grace walks with matchless elegance,
and various flowers and herbs of perfection become manifest
in human reality. The anemones of realities appear, and the
jasmine of certainty blossoms, and the sweet basil of assurance
rends its veil, and sanctified beings don new garments from this
mighty grace and tremendous bounty, and become manifest in
the arena of existence with holy, divine qualities.
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5 Blessed are they who attain, and glad tidings to those who
arrive, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!

58 Syins Smg Pl By diley Fawdie

Coy db a1y ool 6 2 5 il 3 kb 5

AN

INBA13:105, MMK6#325, AHB__107BE
#07 p.136, AHB_136BE #05-06 p.0007,
MAS5.122

AB01628

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

Date: 1900 or <

I O you who hold fast to the Most Great Handle! In this lu-
minous morning when the lights of inner meaning have encom-
passed the horizons of consciousness, the dark night has desired
dominion over the world of humanity. Alas! Alas! The scroll
of doubts has been spread and the pages of vain imaginings
have been scattered. They do not realize that souls who are
firm in the Covenant and Testament of God are like mountains
of iron and will not be shaken by these calumnies, for they are
all substance and not shell, yearning for the known Word and
not imagined letters.

2 In any case, through divine assistance you must plant the foot
of steadfastness so firmly that no one will listen to any word
except from this Pen, which serves the Supreme Pen and is
inspired by the Most Glorious Pen. For all are weak beneath
the shade of this praiseworthy station, under this unfurled ban-
ner and extended shadow. Much consideration must be shown
to the weak ones. Make every effort to protect them, for the
people of doubts have arisen with various means - sometimes
showing themselves as oppressed, sometimes uttering words of
unity, sometimes praising the Intended One, sometimes claim-
ing firmness and steadfastness by pen and tongue, so that
through various deceptions they may cause wavering in the
hearts of the steadfast ones.

3 Any letter sent from this land without this servant’s seal has
the purpose of casting doubts, breaking the Covenant, demean-
ing the Center of the Cause of God, dividing the Word of God,
and dispersing the gathering of the loved ones of God. This
is what the Blessed Beauty foretold in all divine tablets and
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scriptures. Therefore take heed, O loved ones of God! In any
case, you must awaken the loved ones of the All-Merciful that
they should never look at such unsealed papers, for their con-
tents are purely misleading. Rather they should return them
to this land so they may be given to their owner.

And upon you be the Glory, and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant. Regarding travel and companionship with his honor
the Trustee, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious,
what you wrote is very appropriate and good. The Trustee
has highly praised the loved ones of Azerbaijan, especially you.
And upon you be Glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art stirred by the breezes wafting from the gardens
of God!

By thy life, O my beloved learned one, verily the spirit is in
rapture, the heart is aflame, tears are flowing, the innermost
being is in burning agony, and hearts are crying out in the
love of God, yearning for the loved ones of God and longing
to behold the manifest light from the brow of that one who is
attracted to God.

I give thanks to my compassionate Lord and praise Him in
all conditions for having lit the lamp of unity in the glass of
thy expansive breast, for having caused the brilliant moon to
shine from the horizon of thy pure heart, for having made thee
speak His praise, illumined thy countenance with the light of
His glory, attracted thy spirit through His breaths, expanded
thy heart through His verses, strengthened thy back through
the appearance of His clear proofs, and He shall strengthen
thy arm through the hosts of His kingdom and the angels of
His dominion - nay, through hosts ye have not seen from the
Concourse on High.

O my beloved! Arise from thy couch, stand up from thy rest-
ing place, and strive with utmost endeavor and consummate

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B 2 R FL i e

sy Al O oYl g b Sl
5\/,?14'@@1\5\,&;@&&\5\
G A asV O me Bl
saslie 1B, Tl Q1 ye il a2
AV el S5 e o e 05
g G el 5 0l gy 0N I
) 8 el gl Bl kool
Al S Bl e G2 5 o ) S
or Sems o5 4 Salal )Ll
SoIB A iy Sy 0l 5 4
e s wly sehy STk F 5 bl
bi?&.‘@k’&‘“ﬂ;f;i:b syt S
JeVIA e by 7 )

3B oo oy Ll e el g U
e o IS 5l aghl

257


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=237

Vol. 121: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IT

AB01642

wisdom which cannot be surpassed to spread the divine fra-
grances until the horizons are perfumed and heedlessness and
hypocrisy vanish. Glory be upon thee and upon whoever is
illumined by the light of the dawning’Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

5 Praise be to Him Who hath appeared and shone forth, Who

hath dawned from the daysprings of unity and gleamed, shim-
mered, flashed and sparkled in the horizon of divine unity, Who
hath overflowed and bestowed upon holy realities that derive
tidings from God their Lord through the verses of the glorious
cycle in this new age.

And the resplendent, brilliant, radiant, shining Glory from the
Most Glorious Kingdom adorns, illumines, encompasses and
envelops the divine Lote-Tree, the unique Tree, the unified
Root, the merciful Source - the Ancient Outpouring that en-
compasses all and the Great Perfect Bounty, the all-embracing
Word and the overwhelming Proof, the clear Path and the pre-
ceding Mercy and abundant Favor - and its branches, twigs,
leaves, roots and offshoots, through the endurance of the pre-
existent Essence and the eternal, everlasting Being, so long as
the outpouring of generosity [flows abundantly] in the reality
of existence and the effects of thy Lord’s mercy shine forth in
the mystery of every created thing.

And glory be upon thee and upon everyone firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and His established Testament.
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To: Aga Husayn grandson of Dakhil et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O grandson of Ibn-i-Dakhil! Since your honored grandfather
was the chief of those who remembered God, and in all his
poetry and remembrances his purpose was the Ancient Beauty
and His Holiness the Exalted One, therefore I am pleased to
address you as Ibn Ibn-i-Dakhil so that I may bring the mention
of your grandfather to tongue and pen. From the favors of this
mighty age and the gifts of this glorious century, I hope that
you will rise and shine like a brilliant star from the ethereal
horizon.
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O Abdul-Hamid, praise the glorious Lord that at the threshold
of Truth you are praised, lauded and commended. This gift
shines like a crown of sovereignty upon your brow. Blessed art
thou, glad tidings unto thee!

O Muhammad Mahmud, Muhammad means “praised” and the
Lord has so ordained. This pen of Abdul-Baha offers praise to
you and extols and describes you. And the Glory be upon you!

O Muhammad Ja’far, Ja'far in the language means “flowing
river.” God willing, you are a pure spring and flowing fountain,
may you become a wellspring of the love of God and a gushing
fountain of the knowledge of God.

O Samad, Samad means “self-sufficient.” I beseech the Truth
that you may become free from all else save Him and indepen-
dent and detached from all in existence. And the Glory be
upon you!

O Husayn, sacrifice yourself in the path of the Beauty of
Husayn, the Promised One after the Qa’im, and offer yourself
as a sacrifice in the path of that Wronged One. Be of Husayn’s
disposition, transcend fear and hope, enter manfully into
the field of the martyrdom of love. Be manfully under the
protection of the Ancient Truth and in the shadow of the
Great Lord.

O Ali Akbar, supreme exaltation lies in sincerity and steadfast-
ness in the Cause of the Most Glorious Beauty. Drink from
this spring of Tasnim and swim in this surging sea.

O Name of God! Convey to that honored descendant His Holi-
ness Aqga Seyyed Husayn the Most Glorious Greatest Greeting.
I am in utmost eagerness. Good arrangements have been made
for him to be in attendance. We beseech divine confirmation
that he may succeed as you desire. And the Glory be upon
you and upon all the loved ones of God there.
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To: Haji Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Nazir (Haifa)
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual master of fidelity and O seeker of divine perfection!
How we miss you, how we miss youl!

In our intimate gathering, in our holy presence, dwelling in
paradise - how we miss you, how we miss you!

In the rose garden of mysteries, among the flowering rose-
bushes, in the treasury of lights - how we miss you, how we
miss you!

In the private chamber of secrets, in harmony with the Beloved,
with grace and supplication - how we miss you, how we miss
you!

5 In the Garden of Paradise, in the Furthest Mosque, in Yathrib

and Batha - how we miss you, how we miss youl!

; In the solitude of the divine realm, in the expanse of the heav-

enly kingdom, detached from the material world - how we miss
you, how we miss you!

On the seashore, in the breast of Sinai, in the crimson spot -
how we miss you, how we miss you!

In the blessed valley we walk, smelling the flowers of the
meadow, seeking the vision of the Ancient One - how we miss
you, how we miss you!

In the plain of purity we dwell, intoxicated with faithfulness,
free from cruelty - how we miss you, how we miss you!

Although for some time, due to pen and ink, we have not
recalled the face and character of that comfort of heart and
soul, yet in heart and spirit and soul, night and day, we are
occupied with remembering your visage and your qualities, and
from the Merciful Lord I beseech grace and kindness for your
presence. Especially in such a place and state did I undertake
writing this petition, where one word was better than a book
and one drop better than an ocean. The meaning is this: Do
not imagine that for a moment I am forgetful of you or free
from the snare of your love. I am captive to the chain of ancient
love and age-old affection.
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Through the grace and favor of the pure God, I so hope that
your blessed nostrils will ever be perfumed with His holy fra-
grances and the soul’s consciousness scented with the musk of
His favors, so that in this Most Great Day you may attain
to the universal divine gift which is the ultimate hope of those
drawn near and of the cherubim. May you ever remain safe and
protected in the cave of divine preservation and protection.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Ali (Sangisar) et al., in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

O beloved ones of the All-Merciful and His chosen ones! The
lights of divine confirmation have shone forth from the Most
Glorious Kingdom, and the seas of sanctification have been
stirred by the winds of God’s glad-tidings in the Sacred Scrip-
tures and Tablets. The cloud of divine bounty has thundered
and flashed, and the rains of mysteries have poured forth from
those clouds raised up from God’s Kingdom. And you, O man-
ifestations of God’s gift, dawning-places of the lights of God’s
knowledge, and mines of God’s love - be moved with joy by
the outpouring of God’s mercy and rejoice in the glad-tidings
of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy ceaseless outpouring, Thy
all-encompassing grace, and Thy complete confirmation to aid
Thy loved ones through Thy great favors and enable them to
unfurl the sails of servitude upon the seas of Thy Cause, to
light the lamp of love within the glass of people’s hearts, and to
strengthen their loins in service to Thy most exalted Threshold.
Verily Thou art the One Who confirmeth whomsoever Thou
willest, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O divine friends! Strive night and day until you attain to His
good-pleasure. His good-pleasure lies in acquiring divine char-
acteristics, holding fast to the ways of sanctification and self-
effacement, showing humility and submissiveness before the
loved ones of God, servitude at His exalted Threshold, diffus-
ing the divine fragrances, uplifting the Word of God, fostering
love and unity and oneness among God’s loved ones, wishing
well for all peoples and nations, remaining firm and steadfast in
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the Most Great Covenant, and showing sincerity and service to w2 Cuds 5 Célbo rla‘.r«\ ol s
the government and seeking the satisfaction of the royal throne. , .l cible , v Culoy o
And the Glory be upon you, O chosen ones of God, His trusted B3]y glial 5 Al elil L ;1; A

ones and His loved ones.
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Study guide to this volume

Volume 121 continues the setting of 1900 — American pilgrimages, Western encounter, doctrinal
instruction — but its distinguishing tone is a sustained meditation on sacrifice as the innermost
logic of spiritual life. Where Volume 120 was primarily concerned with correcting misunderstanding
and laying intellectual foundations, this volume moves into existential territory: what does it mean
to give one’s life, one’s ego, one’s very identity in the path of God? The pilgrim notes gathered
here, many of them recorded by ‘Ali-Kuli Khan (whose arrival is itself announced as a providential
gift for the translation of the Faith into English), circle again and again around the questions of
martyrdom, of self-sacrifice, of the Manifestation’s total self-offering, and of the believer’s path of
transformation. At the same time, the volume contains important doctrinal materials: letters on the
unity and distinction of the Manifestations, on recognition through purity of heart, on the return of
spiritual qualities rather than physical persons, and on the Covenant as a written testament whose
authority exceeds anything previously given to humanity. The arc from sacrifice to recognition
to Covenant is not accidental: each theme illuminates the others, and together they constitute a
theology of the spiritual life adequate to the demands of this singular historical moment.

The Mystery of Sacrifice: Self-Offering as the Law of Creation

Key Passages

The Horizon receives Divine Protection through the outpouring of that Bounty and the
bounties which the Horizon receives from the Unseen Light it in turn gives to mankind
and to creation. The station by which the Horizon gives those Bounties which He has
taken from the Sun of Truth to mankind, the station of giving those Bounties to mankind
is called the Station of sacrifice. When Jesus Christ came into the world He gave all
His Bounties to mankind in order that they might see their own bounties therein; and
this was the way in which He sacrificed His life to the world. — ABUO0313

All Divine Manifestations give up all personal condition, considerations and graces in
the Cause of God to such an extent that there is nothing judged of their personality;
that is, they sacrifice their personality entirely in the world. Their life is only the life
of God; their thought is what is thought of God; and their grades are those chosen by
God. They have nothing; they sacrifice everything in the way of God. They suffer every
sort of calamity and affliction in this world, in order to show that the spiritual agrees
with the material in consecration and sacrifice. This is the station of simple radiance
which shines forth and makes them separate from all worldly things. — ABUO0313
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As long as one has not taken a portion of the Mystery of Sacrifice it is impossible for
him to attain the Kingdom of God. So long as you do not have the cup free from every
sort of liquor, it is impossible that you put good and pure water therein. — ABU0313

Context for Study

“The Mystery of Sacrifice” (ABU0313) is among the most philosophically dense pilgrim notes in the
corpus. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd identifies three distinct levels of sacrifice: the cosmic (the Manifestation as the
“Horizon” that receives divine bounty and transmits it to creation by spending itself), the existential
(the Manifestation’s complete self-effacement before the divine will), and the participatory (the
requirement that every believer drink from this same cup of self-renunciation). The seed-and-tree
image is arresting: the seed must “sacrifice all of itself to the tree in order that it may be produced.”
This is sacrifice as the structural law of all creative transformation, not merely a moral virtue or
a religious duty. The analogy to the grain of wheat in John 12:24 (“Unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”) is unmistakable, and
‘Abdu’l-Bahé appears to be using the same image in the same sense, while extending it from the
individual martyr to the cosmic law by which creation itself proceeds from divine self-giving. In
Islamic theology the closest parallel is the Sufi doctrine that the divine names manifest themselves
only through their opposites: the name “Exalter” requires something to be exalted, which requires
the name “Abaser” to prepare the ground. The sacrifice of the Manifestation is thus not an
unfortunate accident of human cruelty but the very mechanism by which divine bounty reaches
creation. The cup metaphor that closes this section is crucial: self-purification (emptying the cup of
its old contents) is the precondition for receiving divine grace, not an optional spiritual refinement.
The link to the via purgativa in Christian mystical theology and to the Sufi concept of takhalliya
(emptying) before takhalliq (adorning with divine qualities) is direct.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa presents sacrifice as the structural law of creative transformation — not merely
a moral virtue but a cosmic principle. How does this compare with the Christian theology
of the Cross as the mechanism of cosmic redemption, and with the Sufi concept of divine
self-disclosure through the sacrifice of names in their opposites?

2. The Manifestation is described as “simple radiance” — a transparency that offers no surface
of its own, only the light passing through. How does this image illuminate the paradox of a
fully human person who is also a perfectly transparent vessel for divinity?

3. The seed-and-tree image implies that the seed’s dissolution is not a tragedy but the very
means of the tree’s life. How should this image reframe our instinctive resistance to personal
loss, failure, and self-surrender?

4. The statement “As long as one has not taken a portion of the Mystery of Sacrifice it is
impossible to attain the Kingdom of God” implies that sacrifice is a prerequisite, not a
supplement, to spiritual life. How does this compare with Paul’s claim that “our old self was
crucified” (Romans 6:6) as the precondition for new life in Christ?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 distinguishes between the martyrdom that ends affliction immediately and the
“living martyrdom” of sustained service (ABU2423). Which is presented as the higher station,
and what does this ordering of spiritual values imply for the life of the ordinary believer?
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Living Martyrdom: Service as the Prolonged Sacrifice

Key Passages

While suffering death on the pathway of God is the highest attainment, still, that dying
which continues on throughout life, giving lift to other souls, is the station of ‘living
martyrdom.” The death of a martyr means the immediate end to all his afflictions and
tests: martyrdom is the easiest way to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. But those who
rise up to serve the Cause, to bear afflictions and undergo tribulations and trials in
order to draw souls into the holy Faith — those are living martyrs, their labor goes
on and on, and their noble work, the regeneration of all humankind, will win them the
highest of rewards, for ever and ever. — ABU2423

There was once a blacksmith in Iran, and to keep his fire going and get the iron red hot
so it could be hammered into shape on the anvil, he had a boy apprentice to blow and
blow the bellows. Finally the boy, half dead from toil, cried out, “I am dying! I am
dying!” And the blacksmith shouted back, “Die and blow the bellows! Die and blow!
Die and blow!” — ABU3092

Context for Study

The concept of “living martyrdom” represents one of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s most original contributions to
the theology of sacrifice. In classical Islamic jurisprudence, the shahid (martyr, literally “witness”)
achieves the highest possible spiritual rank through instantaneous physical death in the path of God;
the rewards are specific and immediate. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé revalues this hierarchy without dismissing
it: martyrdom by death is real and noble, but it is described as the “easiest” path because it is
momentary. Living martyrdom, by contrast, requires the sustained, daily, apparently unremarkable
expenditure of self in service to others — the drawn-out sacrifice that neither ends suffering nor
achieves dramatic public recognition, but continues “on and on.” The blacksmith story (ABU3092)
is perhaps the most compressed articulation of this teaching in the entire corpus: the answer to “I
am dying” is not comfort or rest but the imperative to continue the very action that is causing the
dying. The Zen koan quality of “Die and blow the bellows” encapsulates a spiritual logic that defies
ordinary psychological economy — keep going precisely at the moment of apparent exhaustion. This
is the “mysticism of service” that characterizes ‘Abdu’l-Bahda’s own life, and it stands in contrast
to the withdrawal from the world that characterizes many mystical traditions. In the Christian
tradition the concept of the vita activa (active life of service) has always been in creative tension with
the vita contemplativa (contemplative life of prayer and withdrawal); ‘Abdu’l-Bahé subordinates
neither to the other but insists that the prolonged active sacrifice, when sustained by inner spiritual
life, achieves the same transformation as contemplative withdrawal.

Questions for Reflection
1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé presents physical martyrdom as “the easiest way” to enter the Kingdom. This

is a bold reversal of the ordinary understanding of martyrdom as the ultimate sacrifice. What
theological assumptions support this inversion?
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2. The blacksmith story ends with “Die and blow the bellows!” — a command to continue acting
precisely at the moment of exhaustion. How does this compare with the Christian mystical
concept of the “dark night of the soul” in which the practitioner must continue spiritual
practice when all consolation has been withdrawn?

3. “Living martyrdom” is defined as sustained service that regenerates souls. How does this
concept relate to the Bodhisattva ideal in Buddhism — the choice to remain in the cycle of
existence in order to assist all sentient beings toward liberation?

4. ‘Abdw’l-Bahé promises that living martyrdom “will win the highest of rewards, for ever and
ever.” How should this eschatological promise be held alongside the admonition in the Hidden
Words not to “fix your gaze on the riches of others” or to act for reward?

5. What spiritual practices in the Bahd’i life — prayer, fasting, service, teaching, consultation
— correspond most directly to the concept of living martyrdom as ‘Abdu’l-Bahd defines it?

The Thirsty Traveler: Why the Manifestation Is Necessary

Key Passages

There was once an Arab traveler who had lost his way in the desert. He was dying of
thirst and, humbly, he begged God for water. Suddenly on the far horizon he saw an
oasis with waving trees, and he knew that there could be no trees and greenery unless
water was present too. When he had somehow dragged himself across the sands and
reached the oasis, how did he go about quenching his thirst? Was his conviction enough
for him, that growing things meant water? Or did he search avidly for a source, a crack
in a rock or an opening in the earth where water could get through and he could drink
and live? Believing that God is present in nature has never been enough. This belief
has never founded, and could never found, a civilization. — ABU1594

Every material thing we see around us represents some spiritual idea. As there is an
outward, material reality, so there is also an inward, spiritual reality. Take for example,
the sun. There is a material sun, and there is also a spiritual sun. As the physical sun
rises and sets, so also does the spiritual sun. When the sun rises the darkness vanishes.
So, also, when the Sun of Truth arises, all errors and ignorance disappear. Unless we
dig and plant a piece of ground, and have a gardener to care for the plants, we can
have no garden; we shall have no beautiful flowers or plants. So, also, with children,
unless they have someone to rear them and care for them and cultivate their minds,
they would become like wild animals. — ABU1628

Context for Study

The question ABU1594 addresses — why a loving God who is omnipresent in nature would require
belief in a specific human Manifestation — is among the most persistent challenges that thoughtful
Western inquirers have brought to the Bahd’i message. The questioner assumes that a direct,
interior, or nature-based experience of God should be sufficient. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd answers with a
parable that is both philosophically precise and existentially vivid: the oasis proves water, but
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proof does not quench thirst. One must find the actual spring, the specific channel through which
the water reaches one. The parallel in ABU1628 (the gardener, the teacher, the Manifestation)
extends the argument: gardens require gardeners, children require teachers, and souls require the
Manifestations whose specific historical appearances are the conditions of spiritual civilization.
This is a functional argument for prophethood that complements the metaphysical argument in the
Baha’i writings: Manifestations are necessary because the development of human spiritual potential
has historically depended on their intervention. The philosopher Thomas Aquinas made a similar
case in the Summa Theologica for why natural reason alone is insufficient and why divine revelation
is necessary even for truths that natural reason can in principle reach (because few would reach
them, and then with mixture of error). In Islamic theology the same argument is made for the
indispensability of the Prophet: the nagl (transmitted knowledge through revelation) is necessary
to correct and complete the ‘agl (rational knowledge). ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s distinctive contribution is to
frame this necessity in developmental rather than merely corrective terms: the Manifestation does
not simply repair human error, but cultivates capacities that nature alone cannot bring forth.

Questions for Reflection

1. The desert traveler finds an oasis and knows water must be present, yet knowledge of water
is not the same as drinking it. What does this distinction tell us about the relationship
between natural theology (knowing God from creation) and revelation (drinking from the
living waters)?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 compares the soul’s need for a Manifestation to a child’s need for a teacher and
a garden’s need for a gardener. How does this developmental argument for prophethood com-
pare with Aquinas’s argument in the Summa Theologica for the necessity of divine revelation
alongside natural reason?

3. ABU1910 quotes ‘Ali: “When the True One is made manifest, His signs and verses are His
evidence, His presence is His proof.” How does this principle — that the Manifestation is
self-evidencing, like the sun — interact with the rational and prophetic arguments for his
necessity in ABU1594 and ABU16287

4. If believing that “God is present in nature” has never founded a civilization, what spe-
cific civilizational capacities has each historical Manifestation — Moses, Jesus, Muhammad,
Baha’u’llah — contributed that a diffuse nature-spirituality could not generate?

5. The gardener-soul-Manifestation analogy implies that spiritual development requires external
cultivation, not just internal potential. How does this sit alongside the Bahd’i principle of
the independent investigation of truth, which might seem to privilege internal discovery?

Unity and Distinction: A Theology of the Manifestations

Key Passages

Concerning thy question about the names of the Prophets — know thou that twenty-
eight Prophets are outwardly mentioned in the Qur’an, yet in truth all are mystically
referred to. For the Holy Manifestations have two stations: the station of unity and the
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station of distinction. In the station of unity, they are one reality, as it is said: “We
make no distinction between any of His Messengers.” Their likeness is as the sun —
though its dawning-places be many, yet the sun itself is one, and its light is one. —
AB00940

This Book explains the reason of this. The Blessed Perfection said that everyone who
wishes to know God and to recognize His Prophets, must empty his heart, cleanse it
of all evil and worldly things, make it a clear mirror so that the Light of God can fall
clearly upon it, reflecting a perfect image, and so also that the love of God can fill it.
Man must forget everything, cleanse his heart from all worldly things, so that he has
no care for anything in this world; he must put aside all his own prejudices and be a
clear, clean mirror upon which the Sun of Truth can shine. When the real Sun of Truth
appears, a pure heart will know Him. — ABU0320

Context for Study

The doctrine of the two stations of the Manifestations, articulated in AB00940, is one of the struc-
tural pillars of Baha’i theology. In the station of unity, all Manifestations are one: the same light,
the same soul, the same divine will expressed in different historical forms. In the station of distinc-
tion, each is a specific individual with particular teachings, laws, and a given dispensation. This
dual-station theology resolves a tension that runs through every theology of prophecy: if all Man-
ifestations speak the same truth, why do they appear to contradict each other? They contradict
each other only at the level of the station of distinction (different laws, different rites, different
vocabularies) while being harmonious at the level of the station of unity (the same eternal spiritual
principles). The same Qur’anic verse ‘Abdu’l-Baha quotes — “We make no distinction between
any of His Messengers” — is used in Islamic theology to argue for Islam’s universal recognition of
prior prophets, but it is typically read as a supersessionary rather than an ongoing framework: the
previous prophets are honored, but Muhammad seals and supersedes them. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé appropri-
ates the verse in a non-supersessionary sense: the unity is genuine and ongoing, each Manifestation
remaining fully valid in its own station even as a new one appears. The epistemological complement
to this doctrine is the teaching in ABU0320: purity of heart is the condition for recognizing the
Manifestation in any age, because the faculty of spiritual recognition is the mirror, and mirrors must
be clean and free from distortion to reflect the light. This makes recognition a moral achievement,
not merely an intellectual one.

Questions for Reflection

1. The doctrine of the “two stations” — unity and distinction — of the Manifestations is offered
as a solution to apparent contradictions between their teachings. How persuasive is this
framework as an approach to inter-religious dialogue? Where does it succeed and where
might it encounter resistance?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha uses the Qur’anic verse “We make no distinction between any of His Messengers”
in a way that transforms its typical Islamic supersessionary use. What are the theological
implications of this reinterpretation for Muslim-Baha’i relations?

3. Recognition of the Manifestation is described as requiring a “clear, clean mirror” of the heart.
This makes recognition a moral and spiritual condition, not simply a matter of evidence or
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argument. How does this account of recognition compare with the Christian concept of the
sensus fidei (the sense of faith in the believer) or with the Jewish concept of the emunat
chakhamim (trust in the sages)?

4. ABUO0525 explains that the Jews rejected Christ because they expected the Messiah to fulfill
prophecy literally (“the lion and the lamb shall lie down together”) and he did not. How
does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s account of Jewish rejection of Christ function as an implicit warning to
Christians about their own potential rejection of Baha uw’llah?

5. The sun-and-dawning-places analogy implies that the diversity of Manifestations enriches
rather than fragments the revelation of God. How does this model of religious unity-in-
diversity compare with John Hick’s pluralist theology and with Karl Rahner’s concept of
“anonymous Christians”?

The Covenant as Written Testament: Authority Beyond Words to
Peter

Key Passages

Jesus Christ said only a few words to Peter, telling him that upon that rock he would
build his church. He left no written instruction or will, and yet because it was the Word
of God, it took root, and millions have obeyed it. And now, when the Covenant has
been written and established, how can any one be foolish enough to imagine that they
can resist it? No, the ensign of the Covenant has reached to the supreme heights, and
its authority will be spread over all the earth. — AB10791

Abdul-Baha said that he had seen the faces of the American believers and he was very
glad — for their faces were radiant with the light of the Covenant of God, for the
faces of those who violated the Covenant of God would appear veiled in darkness. The
Covenant of God is like the sun — the brilliance and light of the Covenant radiates and
shines forth from the faces of those who are firm in it. They wish to extinguish this
light, but they do not know that the light of God’s Covenant is kindled and comes from
the presence of God, and though it were surrounded by all the winds of the earth, they
could not prevail to blow it out. — ABU1730

I swear by the Sacred Threshold — and it is truly a mighty oath if you but knew it
— that I have never had and do not have any station except absolute, pure, complete
servitude, free from every conception. This has been my disposition since I nursed from
the breast of God’s mercy, and this has been my nature since the tenderness of my
youth and my upbringing in the cradle of God’s favors. Through the grace and bounty
of that Mystery of existence, I hope to perfume the horizons with the holy fragrance of
servitude to that purified shrine. — AB00641

Context for Study

The argument in AB10791 is structurally ingenious: even the minimal and oral Petrine commission
— “Upon this rock I will build my church” — founded an institution that commanded the allegiance
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of hundreds of millions for two millennia, simply because it was the Word of God. How much
more, then, should the explicit, written, multiply-attested Covenant of Baha’u’llah be capable of
sustaining its appointed Centre? ‘Abdu’l-Bahd is making an a fortiori argument for the durability
of the Covenant: if less explicit authority produced more lasting results in the past, the explicit
Covenant must be even more authoritative. The argument also acknowledges the achievement of
Christian institutional history in a way that is characteristic of Bah&’i theological method: rather
than dismissing the Christian tradition as superseded, it reads that tradition’s success as evidence
for a principle that operates even more powerfully in the current Dispensation. The image of the
Covenant as a sun whose light radiates on the faces of the faithful (ABU1730) is an empirical claim
in the form of a metaphor: ‘Abdu’l-Bahé reports that he can actually see the difference — radiance
or darkness — on the faces of those who are firm or wavering in the Covenant. This is not merely
rhetorical. He is claiming that the spiritual state of one’s relationship to the Covenant is visible,
a claim that belongs to a tradition of spiritual discernment (tamyiz al-arwdh) running from the
Pauline “testing of spirits” (1 John 4:1) through the Sufi concept of basirat (spiritual vision) to the
Indian traditions of darshan (auspicious sight of a holy person).

Questions for Reflection

1. The argument of AB10791 is explicitly comparative: even the minimal Petrine commission
produced lasting institutional authority; the explicit Baha’i Covenant should therefore pro-
duce even greater authority. What are the strengths and potential weaknesses of this a
fortiori argument?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha claims to see the light or darkness of the Covenant on the faces of believers.
What does this claim imply about the nature of spiritual discernment? How does it relate
to the Sufi tradition of basirat (spiritual insight) and to Paul’s discussion of spiritual gifts
including the “discernment of spirits”?

3. The light of the Covenant is compared to a fire that “all the winds of the earth” cannot
extinguish. This is a claim about historical durability. What evidence from the subsequent
history of the Baha’i Faith might be offered in support of or in tension with this claim?

4. ABO00641 insists that ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa’s station is “absolute, pure, complete servitude, free from
every conception.” The oath he swears — “By the Sacred Threshold, a mighty oath” — is
itself a form of testimony before God. What is the spiritual function of such an oath in
this context? How does oath-swearing function in other religious traditions to establish the
authenticity of a claim?

5. The arrival of ‘Ali-Kuli Khan as translator (ABU2864) is announced by ‘Abdu’l-Baha as a
providential fulfillment of Baha’u’llah’s promise. What does this attention to the particular
individual capacities of a single translator tell us about ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s understanding of
providence and of the means by which God works in history?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 121 circles around a single axis: the question of what it costs to receive and transmit
something of ultimate value. The Manifestation pays the full cost by sacrificing his entire personal
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existence; the living martyr pays a daily and perpetual installment; the pure-hearted seeker pays
the cost of releasing every prejudice and preconception that would cloud the mirror; the translator
pays the cost of years of wandering before arriving at the Sacred Threshold. Even the Covenant
itself is framed as a gift that has been paid for at the price of Baha’u’llah’s lifelong suffering, and
that can only be received by those willing to pay the price of steadfastness.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If sacrifice is the structural law
of all spiritual transmission — operating at the cosmic level in the Manifestation’s self-
offering, at the historical level in martyrdom and living service, and at the personal
level in the purification of the heart — what does this imply about the relationship
between suffering, spiritual capacity, and the ability to recognize and transmit divine
truth?
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