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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 122

This volume is marked by a strong inward turn: it repeatedly defines the Baha’i life not merely as
adherence to a new religious community, but as the transformation of conduct, language, imagi-
nation, and selfhood into servitude. AB01734 gives the moral keynote, warning that sweet words
and bitter deeds would make the friends resemble the exhausted religious communities of the past;
the proof of this Cause must be luminous conduct, purity, wisdom, and deeds rather than profes-
sion. AB01817 develops the same idea with metaphysical force, comparing the believers themselves
to the “verses” of the Book of Creation: just as revealed scripture consists of words and letters,
the human realities of the friends must become living signs of divine attributes. AB02734 returns
to Baha’u’llah’s metaphor of the divine physician, but here in a more urgent register: the body
of humankind is gravely diseased, the All-Knowing Physician has prepared the healing remedy,
and the tragedy lies in the intervention of ignorant physicians who prevent the cure from being
administered.

A central doctrinal focus is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own station. ABO03288 is among the most forceful
affirmations of his absolute subordination to Baha'u’llah: every name, attribute, identity, desire,
sanctuary, and reality is reduced to “Abdu’l-Baha,”. Closely related pieces, such as AB06801
and AB06659, show the same insistence that no praise is acceptable to him except the praise of
servitude, bondage, dust, and effacement at Baha’u’llah’s threshold. This motif is not merely
personal humility; it is presented as the grammar of the Covenant itself, the safeguard against
exaggeration, rivalry, and spiritual self-assertion.

The volume is also rich in mystical and poetic expression. AB04402 and AB09045 give compact
examples of visionary poetry in which Sinai, the hidden mystery, the dawn of Baha'u’llah, and
the unveiling of the Beloved become images of world-renewal and inward awakening. Other items,
including AB05428, AB06475, AB06483, and related poems, belong to the same devotional at-
mosphere: the language of wine, dawn, unveiling, burning, and ecstatic bewilderment becomes a
medium for interpreting the Covenant and the new age as an event of both cosmic disclosure and
personal intoxication.

At the same time, the collection remains grounded in the administrative, communal, and pastoral
realities of the period. AB01706 gives a striking statement on order, rank, and obedience to the
Hands of the Cause, warning that private opinion without collective discipline would dissolve the
structure of affairs. AB01929 offers a concise model of consultation, urging the friends to let truth
emerge through the clash of views without personal offense. AB02048 treats the Baha’i feast as
a meeting point of spiritual devotion, fellowship, bodily refreshment, and intellectual enlargement.
And amid the solemnity, AB02476 shows the human texture of this correspondence: ‘Abdu’l-Baha
humorously likens the demand for multiple letters to promissory notes collected by an insistent
creditor, before returning to the themes of sacrifice, teaching, and service. The result is a volume
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in which Covenant, mystical poetry, humor, institutional discipline, and ethical exhortation are
woven into a single portrait of a community learning how to live under the pressure of rapid
expansion and heightened spiritual expectation.
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AB01734

To: Aqa Mirza Varqa, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast loosed thy tongue in remembrance and praise
of the Beloved of the Worlds! From the blessings of the Per-
spicuous Beauty, we cherish the hope that the friends of the
True Beloved shall join the ranks of the true lovers, that the
majesty of their exaltation shall cause them, amongst all the
dwellers of the heavens and the earth, to be reknowned as
angels of mercy, armies of the confirmations and guidance
of the God of Majesty, birds of the garden of fidelity, and
stars of the heaven of guidance. They should in deeds, not
words, be signs of mercy, and by virtue of their revitalizing
fragrances, not merely their colors and outward appearances,
should they be rose gardens of unity. The purpose is this: that
the loved ones of God must not be like unto other the peoples
of other faiths, whose utterances were sweet but deeds were
bitter, whose words were the essence of praise and purity, but
actions were the quintessence of defilement and impurity. To-
day is the day of action and the time of harvesting fruits! A
lamp without light is darkness, and a tree without fruit is but
wood fit for the fire. Glory and Spirit upon you!

‘Abdu’l-Baha

3 Thine esteemed personage shouldst of a certainty, and with
pure and sanctified words, continuously remind the loved ones
of God that they should, in all places, be enkindled and lu-
minous with the light of sanctity and piety, and be signs of
spiritual perfections and temples of purity, sanctity and holi-
ness amongst the peoples of the world - for this is the sign of
the detached and the quality of those that have drawn nigh
unto God. The fish that swimmeth in the divine ocean is pure
and sanctified and doth not bear the qualities of the bird of
worldliness and defilement. The birds of the garden of the love
of God defileth not their wings with the dross of the human
world. The intoxication of the wine of the love of God doth not
allow them to be preoccupied with other things. Glory upon
you!

In the regions of Azarbaijan, especially Tabriz, they should
take care to exert the utmost wisdom in order to ensure that
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commotion is not raised. “Knowest thou what manner of music
is recited by the lute and harp? Conceal thy speech, lest they
make accusations of heresy!” The wine of divine secrets must
be quaffed in holy and intimate gatherings, and the candle of
mysteries must be enkindled in the lamp of the pure heart.

If thou art unable to read the above, please overlook it, for it
hath been composed in haste.

Sl s ookl e 0l 3T Sl s
ah g & asl sl dede ) oS-
WS e 2 5 K & s 2
Sl Gl 1K G 8 4 0L Ol
iy il el B Jas 5o L) B
adlo b fanla) 5o b ) Ll &8

SERTY
258 el 51 Ak 0h s s ot

Aol Colre
BRL_DAK#10

83, MKT1.423, MSHR3.199

AB01762

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of Baha! What you had written to Mirza Asadu’llah
became known. Praise be to the One God that you spend your
days spreading the fragrances of life and diffusing clear signs.
All the people of mosque and monastery, in their morning lita-
nies and evening prayers, praise Your tresses and countenance
from dawn until dusk.

Give thanks to the Ancient Beauty that you were enabled
to render this service and were confirmed with this supreme
gift - that you dedicated all your time in the path of the
Beloved. You seek neither comfort nor adornment, neither
rest nor honor, neither tranquility nor delight, neither bounty
nor abundance. You became a wanderer in plain and wilder-
ness, a homeless one in mountain and lost at sea. At times in
Ishgabad you played the game of love, at times in the Caucasus
you became intimate with the mystics. Sometimes in Tehran
you were imprisoned, sometimes in Azerbaijan you ignited the
fire in every yearning soul.

Now place your trust in the One God and like a flame set fire
to the harvest of wavering and anxiety. Awaken the sleeping
ones and make the heedless mindful. Through the power of the
Greatest Name make the blind seeing and the deaf hearing.
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The Blessed Beauty - may my spirit, being and essence be sac-
rificed for His loved ones - trained us for servitude at His Holy
Threshold, so that each of us might become a clear standard
on earth in service to His Cause and a brilliant star in the
horizon of detachment. Let us set forth in the wilderness of
love and become free from all attachments. Let us perfume our
nostrils with the fragrance of the gardens of the Most Glorious
Kingdom and adorn our tongues with His mention and praise.
Let us seek none but Him and desire naught but Him. Let
us forget our own existence and become wholly captivated by
Him.

Let us not rest for a moment nor take comfort for an instant.
Sometimes let us venture into the wilderness, sometimes like
a candle illuminate every gathering. Sometimes let us become
prisoners in chains, sometimes companions of every great peril.
One day in prison let us seek the glory of the palace, another
day know supreme abasement as supreme honor.
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AB01706

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends and true companions of God!

Praise be to God, you are all accepted at the sacred threshold
of the Most Glorious Beauty and encompassed by the glance of
favor from the Sovereign of existence. The gates of forgiveness
of the Ancient Beauty are open to all faces, and the breasts
of the steadfast ones are expanded through the ancient bounty
and Covenant of the Self-Subsisting Lord. The kindnesses of
the Most Glorious Kingdom encompass both great and small,
and the favors of the Sun of Reality of the Supreme Concourse
are freely bestowed upon both old and young. The sea of grace
is surging and the hosts of divine confirmation come wave upon
wave.

However, ranks must be preserved and the law of existence -
“and there is none of Us but hath his known position” - must
be observed. The younger ones must show consideration and
respect to their elders, and the elders must show kindness and
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care toward the younger ones. The youth must serve and honor
the elderly, and the elderly must protect and look after the
youth. These rights are reciprocal.

It should not be that each person follows their own opinion
and thinks independently. When the illustrious Hands of the
Cause of God - upon them be the Glory of God - make a deci-
sion in any gathering, all must obey and submit, and carry it
out with the utmost joy and acceptance, for this obedience is
obligatory and necessary. No individual alone can understand
the consequences of matters or know what is needed today or
have the correct opinion. If it were such that each person had
absolute authority and could carry out whatever they deemed
good, the entire structure of affairs would completely fall apart,
matters would become disordered, and both outward and spir-
itual chaos would ensue.

Therefore, whenever any of the friends conceives of an idea or
brings an important matter to mind, they must refer it to the
assembly in the presence of the Hands of the Cause - upon
them be the Glory of God, His praise, His might, and His
exaltation. If the Hands approve it, then it may be carried
out; if not, then no. A verse from the Book of God indicating
this was recorded and sent in a Tablet so that the friends of
God would know how they must submit to the Hands of the
Cause.

And upon you all be the Glory.
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AB01674

To: Mirza Husayn Aliuf Ouskouli
Date: 1900 or <

O thou servant of Baha! What shall my pen recount? What
shall T think? From the earliest days of the Cause, the Ancient
Beauty, the Most Great Name—may my life be offered up for
His loved ones—Ilaid the foundation of the Covenant and the
Testament upon a firm, fixed, and impregnable base, and made
this lofty edifice of the Covenant the palace of the All-Merciful.

}(“'\;db(‘q’\“%)(‘”{}"\f‘—;‘%"wé\
ool ol a5 1l €T N
5Oy s s e ) Ol Bl 5 A
o Ol 1y Olg s 0L ol 5 sl G

sls )3

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 4

INBAR&9:189,

ot


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=124
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=289
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=192
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA4/ma4-59.html
https://www.h-net.org/~bahai/areprint/ab/M-R/M/milani/080.jpg
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-72.html

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

ABO01674

Whoso judgeth with but a little fairness will recognize that ever
since the dawn of the world, until this heavenly Dispensation,
no such Covenant and Testament hath ever before been estab-
lished in the heights of the realms above or in the midmost
heart of the Abha Kingdom. From the earliest appearance of
the resplendent Fire upon Sinai, until the setting of the lu-
minous Day-Star of the Praised Beauty, no Sacred Text was
revealed but that, whether explicitly or implicitly, it made men-
tion of this Eternal Covenant and Ancient Testament, praised
and commended those who hold fast unto it, and censured and
admonished those who waver and violate it.

3 Then Baha’u’llah, with His own Pen, and tracing in His own
hand glorious words across the snow-white pages, made a
Covenant with all created things, visible and invisible, and
called it “The Book of My Covenant”, and set down in it
these words: “The Will of the divine Testator is this ...”
One must be fair in judgement! Consider how carefully the
Blessed Beauty proceeded. Even in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, which
hath abrogated all other sacred Books, He hath stated this
theme in lucid and explicit language and not through allusion
or symbolic terms, and hath expounded it, in numerous
instances, with the utmost authority and power. Wherefore,
shame be upon the foolish people because of whom we have
been made the target of idle fancies and vain imaginings, nay,
even been pierced by their spears and arrows of doubts.

But know this: The lamp of God shall be lit, and His bril-
liant star shall shine upon the assemblage of humanity. His
ocean shall surge, and the leviathan of the heavenly sea shall
roar. The songbird of the rose-garden of Baha shall warble
with blissful rapture, and the nightingale of the bower of the
Lord shall chant its eternal song. Thereupon shall the hear-
ing ear, attuned to the song of the nightingale, hearken to the
divine call, proclaiming: “Sanctified be the Lord! This is the
songster of My paradise! This is the nightingale of My rose-
garden! This is the candle of My worlds!” The glory of God
rest upon thee.
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AB01726

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi (Tihran)
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who holdest fast to the strong cord! What thou hadst
written was understood and comprehended. They were scrolls,
not pages; they were epistles, not mere letters - for within con-
cise phrases were embedded and incorporated detailed subjects
and abundant meanings. Speech is of two kinds: one is com-
prehensive utterances and decisive speech which is extremely
concise yet meaningful; the other is legends and stories which
are verbose, lengthy and prolix but with few and rare mean-
ings. Thus souls who have entered beneath the shade of the
Word of Unity are people of meaning, not of words; seekers of
truth, not metaphor. All languages are acceptable and desir-
able to them if beloved meanings are present - whether Luri
or Kurdish or Arabic or Persian or Pahlavi. And if meanings
are absent from words, they are rejected whether Persian or
Arabic or Iraqi or Hijazi. I recall that one day in Iraq, in
the presence of the Luminary of the Horizons, a person from
among the Lors of Borujerd was present, and this person was
outwardly completely unlettered. When the Ancient Beauty
and Most Great Name showed complete kindness, his face lit
up and with perfect ardor and attention, addressing Him by
Whose face the kingdom of heaven and earth was illumined, he
presented these verses with utmost passion, rapture, longing
and joy, and recited several Luri poems including this verse:

Wherever You walk and set foot on the earth

I stretch out long and make myself mud and clay in the earth
My heart rejoices when Your tresses become tangled

In any case, the Blessed Beauty smiled and showed such kind-
ness that it is beyond description. The point is that you should
write your letter with perfect eloquence and fluency, and that
is the language of love. O Lor, give thanks to God that you are
pure and clean water. Without hesitation open your tongue,
and glory be upon the people of glory.
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AVK2.099.12x, AVK4.333bx, PYB#119

p.03

AB01728

Date: 1900 or <

O you who place your trust in God!

All your writings were studied and I became informed of the
events. All necessary advice was given, and the good of all
was in acting upon it. Now from circumstances it appears this
matter has no end. Therefore you must not be too affected
and become sorrowful and grieved. Submit the matter and
surrender to divine destiny. Whatever God has ordained is
good. Surely there is wisdom in this which will later become
apparent. God will open other doors. He is powerful over
all things. The consequences of affairs are hidden from sight,
therefore whatever comes to pass is good. “It may be that you
dislike something which is good for you.”

What is required and obligatory is turning to God, trusting in
God, occupation with remembrance of God, and being enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God. At first in this partnership,
proper consideration was not given to conditions of harmony
for the future, thus these difficulties have arisen. Let us see
what God wills and what destiny decrees. Soon all these af-
fairs will pass away and “the face of thy Lord of glory and
honor” will endure. Therefore sorrow and grief are not fitting,
and regret and remorse are not proper. There is no partner-
ship but it disperses, no committee but it scatters, no unity
but it multiplies. Therefore one must purify and sanctify the
heart and soul from thoughts of these idle fancies and occupy
oneself with what brings joy and delight.

It is not at all good for Mulla Husayn to learn the details of
these matters - let it pass in summary. In any case, we pray
that success be granted to you.
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5 Shaykh al-Ra’is has arrived from the capital to that land -
surely by now he has arrived. Show him much love and kind-
ness secretly. Association with the friends is not permitted.
Keep him very well concealed even from the friends. Deliver
the enclosed letter to him. Taking good care of him is very
necessary. And greetings upon the people of Baha!
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To: Aqa Mirza Ali Rashti, in Babul
Date: 1900 or <

O steadfast and firm one! We beseech and implore the special
confirmations of the Ancient Beauty and the Greatest Name
(may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) that you may
be successful in all things. Today the greatest magnet for di-
vine confirmations is the unity and harmony of God’s friends.
I swear by that Essence of existence and praised Sovereign
that the unity and oneness of God’s loved ones has such influ-
ence and penetration in the world of existence that cannot be
described or written, and likewise discord and estrangement
among the merciful friends brings such harm to the realm of
being that cannot be imagined. Therefore, O longtime friend,
strive with heart and soul that estrangement may be removed
from among God’s servants and spiritual, conscientious, mer-
ciful oneness may emerge. When this paragon of unity and
harmony appears in the gathering of friends, spiritual joy and
divine celebration will be established, and the Beloved of God’s
Cause and the Sovereign of God’s love will pitch His tent in
mountain, plain and desert, and spirit and fragrance will ap-
pear and the world will become a most glorious paradise. But
if discord and estrangement remain among friends, day by day
the flame of the love of God will be extinguished and lethargy
and stagnation will encompass all.

Therefore strive as much as you can for harmony so that
‘Abdu’l-Baha may be pleased and spirit and fragrance may
appear. By God, besides Whom there is no other God!
When I imagine the unity of the friends, my soul inhales holy
fragrances, and when I observe discord among friends, utmost
grief and sorrow overtake me. In any case, you must consider
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what you should do and how you should act. And the Glory
be upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast in the
Covenant.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Praise be to God that you are confirmed and assisted and the
glance of favor encompasses you in all things. When you act
according to instructions, I guarantee your confirmation from
all directions.

545 Al & 4l dis OLAT s
oy o Ly sl o5 ul s s
Sl e &l ok F

L’

oo Sle B s A b aH
o BB g el O Jolb 02
(,L«;,e Sl Cﬁ;\ L oulb s
INBA13:223b,

BRL_DAK#1092,

MKT6.029
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To: Aga Husayn Ali (Ishqabad)
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art assured by the signs of God! Among the won-
drous works and marvelous mysteries of the Lord in every age
and cycle was the mystery of sacrifice, meaning that a group,
intoxicated and bewildered by the pure water whose admixture
is camphor, would hasten dancing to the altar of sacrifice and
be consumed in the fire of attraction, and stamping their feet
and crying out in joy, would raise their cry of “Blessed am I!
Good news be unto me!” to the Concourse on High.

> But until now, such ecstasy and joy, such attraction and bliss
as was manifested in the field of sacrifice by His Holiness
Ruhu’llah has never been heard from any soul. For that young
child, from whose pure mouth still came the scent of milk,
with perfect grace and beauty, like the brilliant moon from
the horizon of chains and fetters, his face radiant and his lips
smiling, his tongue engaged in the mention of the All-Merciful
and his gaze fixed upon the Kingdom of God, under chains
and fetters raised such a cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” and
opened his tongue in teaching that he created a tumult in
the realm of being and left the guards dumbfounded and
astonished, and dancing and stamping his feet and smiling,
sacrificed his life in the field of martyrdom. Would that I had
been with him to achieve a great triumph!

In brief, such is the power and might of attraction in the Dis-
pensation of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice
for the martyrs in His path. Never before has it occurred that
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a young child should outstrip and surpass the men of the field
and rise from the horizon of sacrifice with perfect detachment
and a radiant countenance. Such is the station of holy souls in
this mighty Cycle and manifest Dawning.

Consider how a young child, because he was firm and stead-
fast in the divine Covenant, was raised to such a manifest
sovereignty that every denier was astounded. Such is the sta-
tion of those who hold fast to God’s Covenant and Testament.

Some of the guards who were watching along the way related
that that new flower of the divine garden, under chains and
fetters on the way, was smiling and singing verses. And the
Glory be upon thee.
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ABO1777

To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my Support, and my Purpose! Thou knowest the
intensity of my attachment, the depth of my love, the greatness
of my passion, and my boundless devotion to Thy servants who
have drunk from the cup of Thy knowledge, become intoxicated
with the wine of Thy bounty, made themselves targets for the
arrows of tribulation in Thy path, accepted the severest trials
in their love for Thee, tasted the deadly poison in following
Thy Cause, endured hardships in exalting Thy remembrance,
remained patient under the taunts of enemies while in chains
and fetters for proclaiming Thy Manifestation, bore thorns and
burning fire in establishing Thy religion, showed fortitude when
submerged in seas of tribulation in diffusing Thy fragrances,
and remained firm in Thy Covenant and Testament.

O Lord! Assist them with the invisible confirmations of Thy
oneness, aid them with the divine confirmations of Thy sin-
gleness, raise their banners in the East and West of the earth
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through Thy power, promote their deeds throughout the re-
gions by Thy might, illumine their lamp in the glass of con-
tingent being with Thy light, cause their springs to flow with
the waters of Thy knowledge, brighten their faces with the ra-
diance of Thy mercy, gladden their hearts by beholding the
signs of Thy unity, and make them among Thy greatest signs
and conclusive proofs amidst all mankind. Verily, Thou doest
whatsoever Thou willest.

And you, O you who are aflame with the fire of longing and
who gaze upon the Kingdom of the Lord of the Covenant - well
done! Well done! For your steadfastness, patience, fortitude,
trust, endurance, forgetfulness of self, gratitude and devotion.
I beseech God to support you, assist you, make you victorious,
confound your enemies, spread your influence, and grant you
a truthful tongue among later generations.

Soon you shall behold the waves of the sea of mercy, be re-
vived by the breezes of compassion, witness the abundance of
bounty, the brilliance of the divine fragrances, the blowing of
the breeze, the rising of the star, the spread of the hidden
mystery, the gleaming of the treasured pearl, the rending of
veils, the removal of restraints, the revelation of secrets and
the dawning of lights. Then shall the steadfast rejoice, the
firm be gladdened, the wavering despair, the hopes of the hes-
itant be dashed, and the violators who waver shall perish.
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AB01852

To: Abdu’llah Khan et al.,
Date: 1900 or <

i Khuy

O friends of Abdul-Baha! Praise God that you are like the true
dawn - bright and luminous, like a tall palm tree - full of fruits
and blossoms, and like pure honey - sweet to the taste of the
righteous. You are manifestations of divine bounties and the
recipients of the glances from the eye of the All-Merciful. You
have found rest in the shade of the companionable tree and are
sustained by the greatest bounties in the Abha Paradise.

O divine friends! Thank God that you wear upon your heads
a crown adorned with divine pearls and are clothed in a robe
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of lordly favor. You are guides to the Kingdom and humble
servants at the Sacred Threshold of the Divine Unity. This is
sovereignty over both worlds; this is the gift of the Lord God.

O my God, my Beloved, my Shield and my Refuge! These
are servants whose inner thoughts have been perfumed by the
fragrances of Thy holiness, whose consciences have been sanc-
tified from the love of aught else but Thee, whose hearts are
intoxicated with the wine of Thy love, whose souls are steadfast
in Thy Cause, whose feet are firm in Thy Covenant and Tes-
tament, who commune with Thee in the early hours with the
prayers of the righteous, who humble themselves like captives
before Thy luminous Kingdom, whose hearts are set ablaze
with the fire of longing to behold Thy beauty, O Luminary of
the horizons, and who are consumed with burning in the desert
of separation.

My God! Reach them with the fragrances from the flowers of
Thy gardens of mercy and the breezes of dawn from the or-
chards of Thy oneness. Immerse them in the oceans of Thy
mercy and make their flowing tears a cooling draught to ex-
tinguish the fire of their hearts, to soothe the flames of their
sighing, and to comfort them in their separation.

5 My God, my God! Make them like fresh, verdant trees, well-
watered by the torrential rain from the clouds of Thy mercy
and the all-encompassing outpouring from the heaven of Thy
lordliness, until these trees become laden with low-hanging
clusters, shaded branches, green leaves, and sweet fruits. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Enabler, the Generous, verily Thou art the
All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Aqa Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn et al., in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O friends steadfast in the Covenant and Testament! A hundred
glad tidings that the hosts of the Abha Kingdom and the un-
seen legions have been dispatched by the Beauty of Baha to the
East and West, and they have broken and continue to break
the ranks throughout all regions. Soon you will observe that
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the world has been set in motion and the universe is dancing
and rejoicing in delight. At that moment the invisible herald
will cry out:

“There is no commotion in the city save the curl of the
Beloved’s tress

There is no turmoil in creation save the arch of the Friend’s
brow”

Despite this sanctifying melody of the Abha Beauty that has
reverberated throughout this infinite space, the helpless people
of lethargy remain bewildered and confused like the deaf, say-
ing “Where is that divine melody? Where is that merciful cry?
Where is that heavenly song?” “They have ears with which
they hear not.” Not every ear can hear this melody, and not
every outsider can become privy to this divine mystery. “Deaf,
dumb, blind - they will not return.”

O servants of the Abha Beauty! Day and night play soul-
stirring melodies and set the world ablaze with the fire of the
love of God. Soon the days of life in this mortal dust-heap will
end and the gate to the divine world will open, and “what no
eye hath seen, nor ear heard, nor hath entered into the heart
of man” shall be fulfilled. And the Glory be upon you!

§ opt dalp o o e w8
33 OS5 el pam s oS 2 Oler
oMl b Tl Glols 5 by o,

:;\J:sbdé

Dby K i 4 55 A
Coisd> Sl o5 I St GBI 5>

b 8 el dla s sl o) 5l
osd ol osler as il (plue e lab o s
NS 8 el Ol 5 e OIS Oy
O S 5 Glay fom O S 5 A Kl
o A L OpmentY d\&TrL, Al *aes
HOL U e Al ey a8 Ak )

Oﬂjﬂr@éjggwnﬁ

Sedle 2al7 5y 5 b ge) dlaw 0B
wisple Bl sl Ul 5 a8 5l
G OIS ) s §% ('L;‘ R
soe SV by alel b oler by
wb Gy B e Y 5 030 casY

e el

INBA13:053b, INBA13:242, INBA59:223b

AB01829

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O you who sacrificed that embodied spirit in the path of God!

Those two sweet-singing birds on the branch of oneness have
begun such a melody that the ear of the soul is in rapture. Until
now many souls have become intoxicated and sacrificed their
lives in the path of truth, but never has there been a twelve-
year-old child martyred with such tenderness of years yet such
eagerness, joy and gladness, such detachment, ecstasy and glad-
tidings. This is among the greatest miracles and mighty signs
of the Truth. I swear by that illumined countenance, that
perfumed nature, and that musk-scented hair of the Spirit of
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God (Jesus Christ), may my spirit be sacrificed for Him, that
the denizens of the Most Glorious Kingdom and the Concourse
on High cried out “O glad tidings! O glad tidings!” at the
moment of martyrdom of those two blessed souls, for those
two oppressed ones sacrificed their lives in such a way as to
establish the very standard of sacrifice for every martyr.

From early childhood, that youth showed such signs of the
flame of the fire of the love of God in his countenance as to
cause amazement. What an eloquent and articulate tongue he
had! How sweet-spoken he was! How graceful he was! What
beauty he possessed! Such children are worthy to sacrifice
their lives in the path of the Blessed Beauty, and such souls
are befitting to become martyrs in the way of the Most Great
Name. Would that I had been with them to achieve a mighty
triumph!

In any case, there are two boxes of the honored Varqa’s writings
with Jinab-i-Samandar. We have written to him to deliver
them to you, for this is a great inheritance belonging to Jinab-
i-Aga ‘Azizu’llah. Also regarding the sum that is with the
honored Afnan, send one hundred tumans of it to the sorrowful,
oppressed leaf, the sister of the honored Varqa, the Garden of
Sanctification, and give the remainder to a highly trustworthy
and reliable person to divide the profit equally between her
and Jinab-i-‘Azizu’llah, or arrange it in some other way that
will provide benefit for Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Azizu’llah. And upon you
be glory.
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AB01786

To: Haji Muhammad Bagir from Najafabad et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O loved ones of the Beauty of the All-Merciful! A group is
present and His Holiness Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin is observing, and
some from outside have entered the gathering, and the midday
meal is prepared, and Salih Aqa is waiting like a servant for the
partaking of the food, and this servant is occupied with men-
tion of the divine friends and filled with joy in remembrance of
the spiritual friends, and the pen is writing and the tongue is
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speaking and the heart is engaged in supplication and chanting
verses of entreaty, remembering:

O Lord! These souls are enamored of Thy countenance and lost
in Thy path and in love with Thy nature and disposition. They
are intoxicated with Thy cup and birds upon Thy roof. They
are the tame birds of providence and the enchanted nightin-
gales of the roses of truth. They are the thirsty ones at the
fountain of mercy and the wanderers in the realm of grace.

O Forgiver! Pardon the sins of Thy servants and grant refuge
to the helpless ones. Thou art the Kind God and Thou art
the Lord of pardon and forgiveness. Grant strength to the
weak and bestow healing upon the sick, make the poor honored
and give fire to the cold. Keep them safe from the evil of
the great temptation and protected from the impact of severe
tests. Make them steadfast in the Covenant and Testament
and constant in their pledge and faith. Grant them dwelling
in the shelter of Thy most glorious Kingdom and refuge in
the protection of Thy most exalted Dominion. Thou art the
Powerful and the Mighty, Thou art the Hearing and the Seeing.

In brief, O loved ones of God! Know with certainty that at all
times in the Holy Shrine we beseech confirmation for you, that
you may remain protected in the shelter and protection of the
Divine Unity and be successful in attaining the good-pleasure
of God. And upon you all be Glory!
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AB01790

To: Kawkab Sultan wife of Muhammad Alagihband
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of God, O assured leaf! His honor was absent
and away for some time, but God willing he will soon return
and appear. The horizon of the house will become bright and
the home and dwelling will become a rose garden and flower
garden.

2 In truth, he committed oppression and transgression, and
whatever you say in complaint and however much you cry out
and lament, you are justified. And whatever punishment I
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give him would be deserved, and however much he repents and
turns in contrition, he will not be excused or pardoned. You
are in the right and he is in debt, rather deserving unlimited
retribution.

However, according to the rule of the most luminous law, when
both plaintiff and defendant are present, judgment is passed
and retribution carried out. His honor Haji argues that both
he and the plaintiff must be present together, then you can
carry out both judgment and retribution. With this excuse he
wants to draw you here too. What a strange plot!

And his honor knows this too - that when it comes to retribu-
tion and the rod and whip appear, you will immediately forgive
your right and he will be freed from retribution, but the pil-
grimage to the Holy Shrine will have been achieved. In this
case you win whether it comes up even or odd - his honor Haji
will triumph and seize the spoils.

5 So what is to be done? There is no remedy except forgiveness
and silence. Otherwise I am the loser in this, because when his
honor Haji appears again with whatever petitions he brings,
they will require answers and I too will have to spend day and
night writing. Therefore it is better for you to excuse his honor
Haji and forgive his past shortcomings. God willing, he will
make up for what was lost in the future, especially since he
remembered you during the pilgrimage to the Blessed Shrine.
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Date: 1900 or <

O beloved servants of the Divine Threshold! This is a mighty
cycle, a glorious age, and a new century in which the Manifes-
tations of the Divine Unity have appeared and the Daysprings
of the Light of Truth have dawned.
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Even as every holy Manifestation hath a Book Revealed, His
divine reality and luminous essence is the Mother Book of Cre-
ation, the Preserved Tablet, the Outstretched Parchment, and
the Inscribed Book. Even as the Book of Revelation and Di-
vine Law containeth verses, words and letters, so too doth
the essential reality—that is, the Book of Creation—encompass
and include verses, words and letters in respect to the Names,
Attributes, Deeds, Laws and Effects. These creative verses,
letters and words are the realities of the loved ones and the
quintessential being of the near ones.

Even as the revealed verses are proof and miracle, so too must
the creative verses and words be extraordinary and distin-
guished realities.
tion, and revelation must describe creation. In other words,
the loved ones of God must become the manifestations of the
verses of unity, the dawning-places of the mysteries of divine
singleness, the rising-points of the names and attributes, and
the recipients of inspiration from the Lord of earth and heaven.
They must become the radiant beams of the light of truth
and the brilliant flames of the divine fire. They must become
the embodiments of divine attributes and the manifestations
of heavenly signs. They must be distinguished from all other
peoples in every respect.

That is, creation must conform to revela-

O true lovers and sincere friends of the Ancient Beauty! Ye
must exert your utmost endeavour and strive with all your
might to adorn human reality with heavenly bestowals. Praise
be to God that the hosts of divine confirmation from the Abha
Kingdom are rushing forth, and the company of angels of suc-
cess are arriving from the most exalted horizon. Yet what is
needed is attention, devotion, supplication, and purification.
What is needed is steadfastness and firmness in the divine
Covenant and Testament, and constancy and persistence in the
heavenly Covenant and Pledge. Ye must make your character
reflect divine attributes, your conduct manifest holy spiritual
qualities, and your words express praise and glorification of the
Ancient Beauty.

And the glory be upon you, O loved ones of God.
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AB01862

Date: 1900 or <

O wondrous Branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! When the morn
of the Covenant dawned and eyes were illumined by the rays of
grace from the Day-Star of the horizons, pure souls and those
of sanctified vision loosed their tongues in thanksgiving, while
the heedless became fearful around the praiseworthy station.
They took firm steps in the field of steadfastness, opened the
gates of triumph, bestowed the breaths of the spirit, arose to
teach the Cause of God, spread the fragrance of holiness, and
proclaimed the Word of God.

But certain jealous and obstinate souls closed their eyes to
the divine counsels, rent their garments, crept into the pit of
heedlessness, tasted deadly poison, ran into the wilderness of
eternal abasement, completely neglected teaching the Cause of
God, considered the spreading of divine fragrances as blame-
worthy, forsook the Center of the Covenant, and have no work
except casting doubts and no thought except speaking false-
hoods. Day and night they are occupied with misleading the
assured ones and confusing the minds of those who have turned
to God. Glory be to God! What heedlessness is this and what
error!

Therefore you, who are a branch of this garden palace, must
grow in the garden of the Covenant with utmost freshness and
grace, develop and flourish in the stream of the Covenant, be-
come adorned with blossoms, flowers and sweet fruits, and not
wither and fade from the poisonous winds of doubts and false-
hoods. Grasp firmly the pure hem of His Holiness the Exalted
One and hold fast to the sanctified robe of the Blessed Beauty,
that you may remain protected and preserved from the trials
of the most grievous year.

Some imagine that by casting doubts they can sadden every
heart, but they are unaware that the manifest light with a
single ray dispels the darkness of the horizons, and darkness
cannot resist light. Leave these weak ones in their doubts, then
stand firm in the Covenant of your Lord, the Lord of clear signs.
Then speak in praise of the Blessed Tree and supplicate to Him
morning and evening that He may keep you steadfast upon this
straight path. And praise be to God, the Lord of the mighty
Covenant.
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To: Baha’is of the world, in Sauj Bulagh
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends, upon them be the Most Glorious Glory
of God! Consider: Although the effulgences of the Ancient
Beauty in the blessed spot of the sacred valley shine forth like
the rays of the sun, some eyes are blind and some insights are
veiled. “The blind eye finds naught from the shining sun’s
rays save heat.” They have eyes but do not see with them,
and ears but do not hear with them. Many a great vulture
feeds on old carrion while the weak gnat feeds on pure honey.
Therefore one should not look to one’s own insignificance,
but rather raise up one’s aspiration through the glory of the
True Manifestor and ride forth on the steed in the arena of
the most great bounty, so that you may become wise and
honored in the divine gathering. For although the sun of
grace is hidden behind the veil of the unseen, it shines and
gleams with utmost power, and even when the Sun of Truth
shines from behind clouds, it causes the capable earth to grow,
bringing forth flowers and fragrant herbs, producing fresh and
new fruits, and adorning the meadow’s expanse.

O Lord! These are servants who have turned to Thy merciful
countenance, clung to the hem of Thy oneness, and held fast to
the firm handle that cannot be broken. They commune with
Thee in the depths of their hearts and the secrets of their souls,
beseeching Thee to aid them in Thy remembrance and praise,
and to assist them in spreading Thy traces, manifesting Thy
signs, revealing Thy clear proofs, and exalting Thy Word. O
Lord! Ilumine their eyes with the light of Thy knowledge and
brighten their inner vision with the radiance of beholding the
signs of Thy oneness. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and Thou art, verily, powerful over all things.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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Give each of the friends who sent a letter one copy of this
missive that they may read it with divine melody. As the well-
known saying goes: “If there is someone in the house, a single
word suffices” - otherwise even the scriptures of the first and
the last would be of no benefit. Therefore they should excuse
the lack of individual letters. And upon thee be glory.
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AB01929

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Covenant! From the beginning of your entry
beneath the shade of the Tree of the Divine Purpose, you have
striven with perfect sincerity of heart and soul in service at the
threshold of the Most Great Name. Now this supreme success
must, God willing, continue uninterrupted until the end, so
that the opening gates of favors may embrace the closing gates
of bestowals, and all your days may be spent in sacrifice in
the path of the Ancient Beauty. Do not think of seclusion,
even at the Most Exalted Threshold, for now is the time for
the field, for seizing the ball and wielding the polo mallet. In
time, all desires will be fulfilled and you will reach the Sacred
Threshold.

Strive in teaching the Cause, for there is great receptivity. This
opportunity must not be lost. Similarly, regarding the preven-
tion of the schemes and deceptions of the waverers in the as-
sembly, consult with utmost thoroughness and wisdom, and
implement the principles of consultation. That is, let each one
present proofs and arguments on every matter, and if another
objects or opposes, the original speaker must not become upset
or saddened, but rather be grateful and explain until satisfac-
tion is achieved. And if one sees that another opinion is more
suitable, one should yield, for the lights of truth - that is, the
correct and appropriate view - shine forth from the clash of
thoughts and the contest of opinions. Otherwise, the benefits
and harms of no matter would become known and apparent.
In brief, the point is that matters should be examined deeply
and discussed thoroughly so that thoughts and opinions may
advance. And the Glory be upon you.
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‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Consider the matter of teaching to be of utmost importance,
for now is its time. In a short while there will be universal
spread in Iran, and you must obtain from each and every one,
after teaching them, a covenant of obedience, submission, faith-
fulness, trustworthiness and service to the eternal government.
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AB01949

To: Husayn Attar Yazdi Ulfat
Date: 1900 or <

O ‘Attar! Diffuse the musk-laden fragrance to all regions and
inhale the life-giving breeze from the direction of grace. Behold
the manifest morn from the horizon of the Kingdom of the Gra-
cious Lord, and see the brilliant star rising from the dawning-
place of hopes. Free yourself from every sorrow. The cloud of
mercy is dripping and the ocean of truth is surging. The light
of divine confirmation from the Supreme Concourse is spread
over all horizons, yet the heedless ones remain deprived, for-
saken and unaware. The angels of victory are descending rank
upon rank, and the hosts of prostration are advancing from ev-
ery direction, and the auspicious stars are visible and evident
from every horizon. What a pity, a hundred pities, that the
frozen ones are deprived even of outward sight.

Consider the Land of Ya, how a few years ago the rebellious
ones had completely blocked the path for the people of recog-
nition, and had so darkened the horizon of that land with the
gloom of tyranny that every lamp was extinguished and every
heart was burning with intense anguish. Now observe how the
situation has changed and how the influence and penetration
of the Cause of God has progressed. The manifest standard is
waving in all the world and the brilliant morn is dawning upon
the entire universe. The brilliant star of God’s Cause is radiant
and the light of His beauty is shining. This is the promised
victory mentioned in the Books, Psalms and Tablets. Despite
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this, bat-like souls with blind eyes cry out “Where is the light?”
Say: This victory is the light, and this is the abundant grace,
this is the pure water, this is the surging ocean, this is the cup
whose mixture is of camphor. Woe unto you, O ye deprived
ones! Perdition unto you, O ye veiled ones! Destruction unto
you, O ye doubters! Error unto you, O ye vacillating ones!
Loss unto you, O ye Covenant-breakers! A veil unto you, O ye
who have gone astray!

In any case, strive to become a servant of the Covenant in all
regions and a dispeller of discord. And glory be upon you.
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To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God and handmaids of the Merciful! Adorn your
tongues with praise and gratitude for the gifts and bestowals
of the Lord of Glory. Beautify your hearts with thankful ap-
preciation for the bounties which have been manifested in this
supreme cycle, this exalted dispensation, bounties which em-
anate from the One Who doeth as He pleaseth.

> Ye have entered beneath the shadow of the Sadrat’ul-Muntiha,
and rested ‘neath the sheltering shade of the sacred Lote Tree.
Ye have reached the shores of the divine ocean and have stood
by the banks of the river of God’s unity. Ye have harvested the
mystic fruits from the garden of mercy and through His great
favour and bestowals ye have attained unto the dwelling place
of eternity. Ye have entered the divine school, and learnt the
lessons of truth and inner meaning from the Teacher of mercy.

The learned the world and the most accomplished of the schol-
ars of the earth were deprived of this bounty, yet ye have at-
tained unto it. The doctors of the church and the divines were
frustrated in their attempts to recognise God’s Ancient Law,
yet ye are immersed in the ocean of His mercies. The rulers
and the arbiters of affairs, the ministers and the leaders were
stranded in the desert of deprivation, yet ye have beheld Him
who is the Living Lord.
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Ye became manifestations of the blessed verse: “And We desire
to show favour to those who were brought low in the land, and
to make them spiritual leaders among men, and to make them
Our heirs.”

5 Therefore, as a token of gratitude for this favour, and as a

sign of praise and adoration for the source of so abundant a
grace, arise ye in service to the Cause. Be ye staunch and firm,
and fragrant with the perfumes wafting from the All-Glorious
Kingdom. Busy yourselves with His mention and praise, and
severed from all else save Him, walk ye in the pathway of His
good-pleasure, assured of the sustaining power of the hosts of
the Concourse on High, certain of the outpourings of His All-
Glorious grace.

i Then shall ye behold the battalions of the realm on high and

witness the compelling power of the Sovereign of the Supreme
Horizon. Hold ye fast then to His sacred laws, and cling to His
covenant and testament. Be firm in your faith in Him. Thus
shall ye behold the fulfilment of God’s great signs and observe
the grandeur and majesty of the Cause of God with both your
outer sight and inner vision.
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AB01944

Date: 1900 or <

O dearly loved friends of God! The world of contingent being
has fallen prey to error, darkness has spread in every direc-
tion, and the path of Truth has become hidden and impercep-
tible, such that people have become completely misguided and
drawn to the path of desire and caprice. The ocean of mercy
is surging and the waves of divine gifts are crashing against
shores and rocks, scattering the precious gems of supreme guid-
ance. The Sun of Truth has risen from the dawning-place of
the All-Merciful and its rays and radiance have encompassed
the horizons like the light of dawn. Yesterday has gone and
today has dawned; deprivation and separation have ended and
the doors of the Divine Countenance have opened. The fire of
the Tree of Truth has been kindled and when the divine call
from the Tree of Human Reality reached the ears of the peo-
ple of guidance, they were stirred by the divine melody and
became intoxicated, and like birds in the meadow they raised
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their voices in joy and delight, in ecstasy and rapture, crying
“O what blessedness! O what blessedness!” and their cry of
“Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” reached to the zenith.

You who are the glorious and self-sacrificing friends of Azer-
baijan must raise both hands in thanksgiving to the Divine
Threshold and offer supplications with divine inspirations and
spiritual attractions, saying:

O our peerless Lord, our compassionate Forgiver, our loving
Friend, our All-Merciful Lord! The eyes are tearful and the
faces are like burning candles with visible flames of anguish.
May souls be sacrificed, hearts consumed, our longing limit-
less and our yearning like the fire of Paran. Bestow abun-
dantly Thy grace and favor, encompass us with Thy mercy
and loving-kindness, and make manifest the majesty of Thy
Godhead. However helpless, wandering and fallen we may be,
Thou art the Generous One, the All-Merciful and Compassion-
ate. Deal with us through Thy grace and bounty. O our loving
Friend, our Soul and our Beloved, the Tranquility of our con-
science, our Merciful and Compassionate One! Hasten to our
cry. Thou art our Compassionate Lord, our Ardent Beloved,
our Revealer on Sinai, our Master of the Day of Resurrection.
We are captives, lowly and poor. Thou art the Prince, the
Most Great Luminary of the ethereal sphere, the Light-giving
King of Kings and World-Conqueror. Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, and Thou art the Mighty, the Ancient.
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Date: 1900 or <

O you who hold fast to the hem of the Covenant! In this Day
when the lights of the Covenant have illumined East and West,
and the life-giving breeze from the direction of the Covenant
has bestowed eternal life upon the people of radiance, and the
fragrant breezes of sanctity have perfumed the nostrils of the
spiritually-minded, the people of the Covenant are in the ut-
most joy and delight, and the people of certitude are in com-
plete ecstasy and rapture. Therefore, O you who are steadfast,
turn to the Abha Kingdom and pray:

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

518 e o s Bl Lk g e L
J#\eﬁﬁ’;f);ﬂb&)f;dﬁw
5 okt GIAL ol 4l Ol Gl e
03505 Jans Ll plie i Ol
Olal Jol 5 b g s e Suli 03 Olg; o
g Okl gl e g s il o

§ 4S8 Olale s 2 gl o Ss

24


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=404
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=124

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

AB02010

O Bestower, O Radiant One, O Kind One! Thanks be to Thee
for showing us the highway of truth, for bestowing Thy favors,
for causing the bright morn to dawn, and for spreading wide
the expanse of the rose-garden. Thou didst grant us shelter be-
neath the companionable tree, didst prepare the feast of “Am I
not?”, didst make us drunk from the cup of the Covenant, and
didst gather these friends among the company of the steadfast
ones. O Kind One! Thou art the Establisher of the Covenant
and Testament. O Lord! Thou art the refuge and shelter of
the firm ones. O Gracious One! Thou art the humbler of the
mindless ones and the avenger against those who waver.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

You must, day and night, through the confirmations of the In-
tended Lord, arrange gatherings of firmness and steadfastness,
and make souls drunk and bewildered with the wine of the
Covenant. His Holiness Ismu’llah, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious, had written a letter expressing utmost
joy and gladness about your condition.

In any case, convey enthusiastic greetings to all the friends in
that region and say: O lions of the thicket of the Covenant!
The time has come for prowling in this plain and meadow.
The cawing and croaking is loud, and the shameless hyena is
passing to and fro - put him to flight with your leonine might
and make him despair of casting doubts through your manly
roar. Say: O wavering, vacillating one! Slink away in the fire
of your heedlessness and speak not, for you turned away after
acknowledging and denied after confessing, and the proof is
what issued from you in rebuke of the wavering ones and in
disparagement of the hateful ones. Destruction be upon you,
and wretchedness be upon you, and perdition be upon the
companions of the blazing fire.
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To: Haji Abu-Talib Hamadani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the divine Covenant! What thou didst
write was noted and observed, and its meanings were under-
stood. Praise be to the Lord that thou art intoxicated from
the cup of divine Kawthar and art firm and steadfast in the
Covenant of Alast. Thou art a mine of love for the Blessed
Beauty and a treasury of the favors of the Ancient Lord - “Thou
alone, with no partner.” Pray to God that thou mayest remain
firm and steadfast in this station and hold fast to this mighty
cord, safe from every affliction.

Consider the severance of his honor Varqga and his holiness
Ruhu’llah (may my spirit be a sacrifice for him). That young
child possessed such perfections that aged elders were incapable
of them, and manifested such detachment and attraction that
holy souls were stunned and bewildered. He lit the lamp of sac-
rifice in the glass of martyrdom in the path of the All-Merciful
with such intensity that its flames consumed the hearts of the
Concourse on High, its light illumined the world, and the sweet
fragrance of that new flower of the garden of detachment per-
fumed the universe.

O divine friends! These souls are worthy to serve the Blessed
Beauty, for through the blessing of their names, the world and
all therein will soon receive glad tidings. May my spirit be sac-
rificed for them! May my being be sacrificed for them! Never
before has a child demonstrated such wisdom and, with perfect
strength and fearlessness, drunk the cup of martyrdom at the
feast of love for His Holiness the One, and tasted the poison of
death as though it were sweet honey. Under chains and fetters,
like a lion in the jungle of detachment, he was engaged with
utmost joy and delight in offering praise and glorification to
His Holiness the One. This is true work, O conscious one who
art intoxicated!

Therefore, O friends of God, we must supplicate with heart and
soul that we may become intoxicated from this overflowing cup
and perfume our nostrils with these fragrances of detachment
and sanctity, so that we may be enabled to serve the Beauty of
the Ancient One (may my spirit be sacrificed for the martyrs
in His path).
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#06 KHSHO05.011,  TISH.407,

MAS9.157, MSHRA4.234x

p.86,

AB02130

To: Qurban-Ali (Adharbayjan) et al., in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of Truth and lovers of God! At all times and in every
moment you are mentioned and renowned in the gathering of
the All-Merciful, praised and commended. You wear a crown
of the Ancient Beauty’s favor on your head and a robe of the
Greatest Name’s grace upon your body. The musk-laden fra-
grance of the gardens of the Abha Kingdom fills your nostrils,
and the scent of the Supreme Concourse’s rose garden perfumes
your mind. Your face shines with the light of guidance, and
your heart is a flower garden of the gifts of the Abha Paradise.
Your taste is sweetened with the honey of the love of God, and
your palate is filled with the sweetness of God’s remembrance.

Think not that a moment passes when the hearts of the longing
ones are empty of your remembrance, or that a minute elapses
when you are forgotten from the thoughts of the spiritual ones.
We beseech and hope from the grace of the Ancient Beauty
that He may cause those beloved friends to be stirred at all
times by the life-giving breezes of the All-Merciful and kept
alive and fresh by the holy fragrances of the Lord.

3 O true friends! Grasp firmly the hem of His Grandeur and
hold fast to the Most Great Handle. Rise up in servitude to
the Ancient Beauty and the Greatest Name - may my spirit,
my essence and my being be sacrificed for His loved ones - and
give glad tidings to your soul of service at His threshold. I
swear by the Beauty of the Desired One that today there is no
station greater than servitude. It is the jeweled crown of the
people of the Supreme Concourse and the diadem of those who
dwell in the heights of the Abha Kingdom.
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To: Mansur
Date: 1900 or <

O Mansur! The hosts of the Concourse on High are arrayed
in ranks, and the armies of the Most Glorious Kingdom stand
like thousands of battalions, awaiting a champion of the field,
a Rustam the hero, a lion of God, and a pure soul who will
arrange the battle lines - that is, who will arise to diffuse the
fragrances of God and promote the Covenant of God - so that
those hosts with their banners may come to victory and those
armies may surge forth like a tempestuous sea.

O compatible friend! Consider this time precious and count
this opportunity a treasure. The life-giving breezes of paradise
blow only in the spring, and the penetrating rays of the sun
have a different heat and intensity in summer. In spring the
tree has a wondrous growth, and in the season of spring the
flowers have a delicate splendor. It is the time of dawning
and the moment of manifestation in the horizons. “Enjoy the
fragrance of the flowers of Najd, for after evening no such fra-
grance remains.”

Consider how many famous ministers, distinguished scholars,
eminent princes and great wealthy ones there were in former
ages and earliest centuries. Each could have shone in those
centuries like a brilliant sun in the ethereal heaven and like a
lamp in the glass of the horizons, their lights of ancient glory
becoming eternal bounty and everlasting splendor in the King-
dom of the Spirit of God.

At that time, Peter the Apostle, Paul the Apostle, and several
other apostles who were outwardly silk-weavers, fishermen and
craftsmen, arose to exalt the Word of God. These souls shed
such radiance upon the horizons that its world-embracing rays
encompassed earth and heaven, and its all-surrounding ocean
continues to surge against the shores of the world.

Now consider what eternal rays and everlasting splendor shine
forth from the horizon of the Most Glorious Kingdom. And
glory be upon thee!
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To: Namdar, Rahmatullah et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O ye loyal servants of the Ancient Beauty! In every cycle and 5 5,8 j» 5> p dlax 0Bsls oy ¢l

dispensation, the feast hath been favoured and loved, and the
spreading of a table for the lovers of God hath been consid-
ered a praiseworthy act. This is especially the case today, in
this dispensation beyond compare, this most generous of ages,
when it is highly acclaimed, for it is truly accounted among
such gatherings as are held to worship and glorify God. Here
the holy verses, the heavenly odes and laudations are intoned,
and the heart is quickened, and carried away from itself.

The primary intent is to kindle these stirrings of the spirit, but
at the same time it follows quite naturally that those present
should partake of food, so that the world of the body may
mirror the spirit’s world, and flesh take on the qualities of soul;
and just as the spiritual delights are here in profusion, so too
the material delights.

Happy are ye, to be observing this rule, with all its mystic
meanings, thus keeping the friends of God alert and heedful,
and bringing them peace of mind, and joy.

Indeed, gathering together and fellowship and companionship
and association are among the requirements of humanity. The
social body of humanity must gather together at certain times
and engage in conversation and discussion and fellowship, so
that it may cause hearts to become united and be the cause
of connection and joy and gladness of souls, and in unity they
may occupy themselves with the holy fragrances, so that spiri-
tual stirrings and divine attractions and heavenly raptures may
become manifest and the fruit of existence may be attained.

Moreover, it becomes the cause of acquiring knowledge and ex-
panding thoughts and leads to an increase in intelligence and
understanding and the advancement of thoughts and percep-
tions.

; And upon you be glory.

SWAB#048
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Date: 1900 or <

O friends and companions! Souls and persons have become

divided into three categories.

One category consists of those who wrong their own souls,
meaning those souls who, like the violators of the Covenant,
completely deprive themselves of the mercy of the Luminary
of the horizons.

Another category consists of those who are moderate and tem-
perate in their conditions, meaning those souls who acknowl-
edge the oneness of God, the singleness of the Lord, and the
mercy of the Ancient Beauty, may His name be glorified, and
who confess to the Covenant and Testament, but do not act
and stand firm as this acknowledgment and confession require.

The third category consists of those who hasten to good deeds,
meaning those holy souls who are attracted to the fragrances
of the Abha Kingdom and are set ablaze with the fire of the
love of God and are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament and arise to serve the Cause of the Merciful Beauty
and speak in praise of God and are enabled to serve the Abha
Beauty like ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is what He means when He
says “Among them are those who wrong their own souls, those
who follow a middle course, and those who outstrip others in
good deeds.”

Praise be to God that those pure-hearted souls are among the
people of good deeds and those who hasten to good works. You
strived personally in service to the blessed Cause and girded
up the lobes of endeavor and worked personally in building and
constructing the school. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that
I long for such service, and certainly if I were present I would
personally serve among you and work and haul earth, and I
would consider this a cause of illumination of my countenance
in the Abha Kingdom. In any case, blessed are you who are
honored with this bounty, blessed are you who have arisen to
serve all the loved ones of God, blessed are you who have won
such a prize from the field.

» ‘Abdu’l-Baha

We convey passionate greetings to Jinab-i-Ustad, upon him be
the glory of God, and his brothers. God willing, they have
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always been and continue to be enabled to serve the Cause of
God, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicates for confirmation in the Holy
Shrine.

“asy 53 el 1) Ld 5 035 P
e b b §Le

INBA13:261b, MMK3#179 p.125

AB02284

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O my friends, O my loved ones! Although the tribulations and
ordeals of ‘Abdu’l-Baha have intensified to such a degree that
I have no opportunity for lamentation and complaint, and no
time remains for moaning and wailing - not a minute’s breath
is possible nor a moment’s rest available - despite this, praise
be to God, the ocean of the friends’ love is surging and each
of its waves appears like a mountain. In every moment we are
companions with their remembrance, and with every breath
we are intimate with their mention.

We beseech God that He may gather all through pure grace
beneath the canopy of His gift, and unite all at the spring
of Tasnim; that He may make these scattered birds in the
wilderness of separation intimate companions in the meadow
of reality, and cause these gazelles of the plain of oneness to
roam together in the garden of spirituality; that He may bring
the yearning ones into the bridal chamber of reunion and give
the thirsty ones to drink from the eternal spring of life.

O friends, be in joy and delight, and in longing and rapture
become intoxicated from the divine cup and bewildered and
wine-worshipping from the cup of the All-Merciful. Enter into
ecstasy and joy, and fall into longing and passion. And glory
be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O Lord! These are servants in whose hearts Thou hast kindled
the fire of Thy love and illumined their minds with the lights
of Thy knowledge. Thou hast expanded their breasts with
the signs of Thy oneness and elevated their mention through
their firmness in the Covenant of Thy unique Beauty. Thou
hast granted their request by bestowing upon them from the
greatness of Thy benevolence and favor, and honored them
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with the mightiness of Thy grace and generosity. O Lord! Make
them signs of Thy Kingdom, evidences of Thy Manifestation,
proofs of Thy effulgence and testimonies of Thy greatness and
power. Protect them beneath the shade of the Tree of Anisa.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB02270

To: Baha’is of Mandalay
Date: 1900 or <

O ye believers! O ye firm ones! O ye sincere ones! O ye lovers!
The Beloved of Reality, Who for ages lay concealed behind the
veil of glory and hidden in the mantle of the unseen, hath mani-
fested Himself, and like unto Joseph of Egypt hath appeared in
supreme beauty and comeliness, becoming renowned in every
street and marketplace. The conscious lovers and vigilant seek-
ers were moved to ecstasy and joy, and in rapture, attraction
and gladness, dancing and clapping, they hastened to the altar
of love. They sacrificed soul, head and heart, offered their spir-
its to the Beloved, attained true union, established themselves
in the court of Beauty, and were blessed with mighty triumph
and abiding delight, achieving high distinction. But the false
ones and pretenders remained deprived and at loss, living in
regret and weeping over their state. Blind were they raised,
deaf were they gathered, until that Sun of Reality was con-
cealed behind the clouds of glory and vanished in the invisible
Kingdom.

Now, O ye sincere lovers and harmonious friends, hold ye fes-
tivities and rejoicing, and show forth delight and gladness.
Though outwardly ye attained not in this lower realm, yet ye
are the objects of the glances of favor and are singled out for
the bounty of guidance. Ye are seated at the feast of intimacy
and occupy the foremost seats in the sacred gathering. In the
Kingdom of holiness ye are companions of the beloved Beauty,
and in the realm of sanctity ye are intimates of the precious
Friend. Ye are sustained by spiritual food and blessed by di-
vine favors. Ye are dwellers of the pavilion of grandeur and
inhabitants of the higher world, manifestations of “Then he
drew nigh and approached, until he was at the distance of two
bows or closer,” and dawning-places of “Indeed he beheld Him
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in the highest horizon.” Know ye the value of this mighty grace
and be ye aware of the station of this manifest triumph. And
upon you be glory.
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MKT1.462, BCH.199, YHA1.379-380x

AB02240

To: Naraqi, Muhammad Kazim et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends! Night and day, with the burning of a world-
consuming fire on the slope of this mountain and this hill, I
am engaged in your remembrance and thoughts, and familiar
with your faces and traits.

O Lord! These are Your friends and the servants of Your thresh-
old. They are enamored of Your countenance and wanderers
in Your path. They are intoxicated with love and maddened
with passion for the Court of Divine Unity.

O Beautiful Beloved! Show forth a ray of Your glorious favors
that they may come into ecstasy and excitement and demon-
strate the mysteries of the Day of Resurrection. May they
illuminate faces and set the world ablaze, cast aside veils and
set spirits free. They are longtime friends and intimate com-
panions. Show forth great bounty and open the gate of ancient
grace that each may become a luminous star and a divine ori-
ent.

O my Lord! These are Your chosen ones whom You have se-
lected through the manifestation of Your love and for whom
You have approved the outpouring of Your light, and whom
You have immersed in the seas of Your presence, and given to
drink from the pure water from the hand of the Cup-Bearer of
the Dawning-Place of Your Manifestation.

O my Lord! Preserve them from the contingencies of doubts
and the events of the people of ambiguities, and make them
clear signs and unfurled banners and brilliant lights in all di-
rections and overflowing fountains and verdant gardens until
through them the fragrances of Your holiness spread through-
out all regions and every quarter becomes illumined by the
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light of dawn. Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Omnipotent, the Compeller.
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p.125x

AB02312

To: Qazvini (Samandar), Shaykh Kazim et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O Thou Whom I commune with in the depths of night, Who
art the Comforter of those who commune, to Whom I pray in
the solitude of deserts, Who art the Companion in the loneli-
ness of those who hope, I have covered my face with the dust
of humility and self-effacement, and I beseech Thee at Thy ex-
alted threshold and the presence of Thy gate of mercy which
is kissed by the righteous and the free, to assist these servants
of Thine with hosts marked out from heaven and armies ar-
rayed in the Supreme Concourse, surging forth from Thy most
glorious Dominion. O my Lord, these are Thy servants who
are oppressed among the enemies, and Thy bondsmen who are
wronged at the hands of arrogant leaders whose turbans reach
the vaulted dome of Pharaoh with its lofty pillars. O my Lord,
protect them within the shelter of Thy protection, assist them
with Thy help and loving-kindness, and guard them in the
strongholds of Thy preservation and custody. Verily Thou art
the All-Powerful Protector.

My Lord, my Lord! These are the poor at the gate of Thy
mercy, and the trusted ones in the courtyard of Thy oneness.
I stretch forth unto Thee the hands of powerlessness and self-
effacement, beseeching Thee to open before them the gates
of everlasting glory shining upon all regions, illumining all
quarters with brilliant traces, and to seat them upon elevated
couches and prepared thrones with waving banners and radi-
ant signs, and to make them as beauty spots upon the cheeks
of the horizons and as marks upon the brow of the temple
of grandeur with intense brilliance, and as rising stars in the
dawning-place of lights and the horizon of the Covenant, and
to intoxicate them from the overflowing cup. Verily Thou art
the Generous Giver, the Merciful.
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AB02269

To: Ahmaduf Milani, Haji Ali Muhammad (Son of Haji Ahmad), in Tiflis

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art assured by the verses of God! Today the great-
est of all matters and most important of affairs is firmness in
the Covenant and Testament of God and steadfastness in the
Covenant of the All-Merciful. If a person were to perform all
the deeds of the first and the last and be endowed with all
the knowledge of the worlds, yet were to be neglectful of the
Covenant for the twinkling of an eye, he would return to the
first step. But when one is firm, fire becomes light. Praise be
to God that from the beginning of God’s Cause that family
entered beneath the shade of the Divine Word and became in-
toxicated from the cup of oneness, and were the manifestation
of the favors and bounties of the Blessed Beauty. Now too it
is hoped that that family will be the cause of the firmness and
steadfastness of the friends in the Covenant and Testament and
will raise high the standard of the Covenant, for the test and
trial is severe. And upon thee be glory!

Therefore give thanks to God that thou hast become the recipi-
ent of service to the Beauty of the All-Merciful and art holding
fast to the firm handle of faith and the Covenant. I swear by
the Beauty of the Desired One that today the hosts of the
Abha Kingdom confirm those who are firm, and the denizens
of the Supreme Concourse sanctify and glorify those who are
steadfast. Blessed is every faithful one who is firm, and woe
unto every wavering one who is not steadfast.

Convey to all the friends of God the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous greetings. And give thanks to God that the murderous
outcast of His Majesty the martyred King confessed and iden-
tified himself as being from which rejected party he belonged
to, and the innocence and purity of the loved ones was proven.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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5 O thou who art engaged in the service of the Cause of God!
Henceforth whatever reaches that honorable person should be
sent to Haji Siyyid Javad, for receipts will be sent through him.
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AB02187

Date: 1900 or <

O ye loved ones of God! God, the Incomparable- Glorified
be His power and sovereignty, magnified be His testimony and
might!- hath made man the dawning-place of His signs and the
dayspring of His bounty. Through the light of divine names
and attributes He made that luminous reality and celestial be-
ing the cause of wonderment to the minds and thus to be the
universal mirror of divine mysteries. When the light of truth
was revealed in the daystar of God’s bounty and shed its rays,
the hearts that were created from the pure light and the el-
ements of the celestial spheres have partaken of the lights of
its niche and diffused their radiance to all regions. Therefore,
O My friends, strive that ye may have pure hearts and refined
and luminous characters, so that the divine grace and heavenly
beauty may be manifest in your faces.

The bounty and grace of the Ancient Beauty are manifold,
great and all-pervasive. They are even as a vast and surg-
ing ocean in whose depths lay pearls and gems of inestimable
value. But it is incumbent upon us to turn unto Him; to place
our trust in Him; to cling unto Him; to be steadfast in the
Covenant and Testament; to diffuse the divine fragrances; to
spread the Word of God; to converse and associate with all the
peoples of the world in utmost kindliness; to obey the Blessed
Beauty; and to show our submissiveness, subordination and
loyalty unto the local government and to serve it. His Excel-
lency, the heir-apparent, hath thus far displayed naught but
justice. Therefore, ye should pray for him and praise him. No
doubt will ye aid and assist him due to this justice. It be-
seemeth the friends in Adharbaijan to be his well-wishers.
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He mentioneth, in words of praise, the loved ones dwelling in
Khoy through the tongue of Amin, and writeth that they have
become exceedingly enkindled. My Lord, grant that they may

be made successful and confirmed.

INBAS88:112, MJT.051

AB02392

To: Vakil, Ali et al.,
Date: 1900 or <

in Baghdad

O descendants of Vakill Give praise that you have set foot
upon the carpet of existence in this holy age and era of the
Ancient Beauty, and have found eternal life from the outpour-
ing of the cloud of mercy and the dew of the ocean of grace,
and have entered the garden of the Most Glorious Paradise,
and have sought shelter and refuge in the shade of the blessed
tree, and have come under the protection of His Holiness the
All-Glorious, and have clung to the hem of the Covenant and
Testament, and have entered the ark of salvation, and have
remained safe and protected in the cave of peace and security.

This is among the greatest gifts of His Holiness the One, and
this is among the most perfect bounties of the Sovereign of the
Kingdom of Divinity.

Therefore, strive with your souls and free your hearts from the
bonds of water and clay. In the shadow of the Word of Unity,
with sincerity and tranquility and dignity and stability and
firmness and steadfastness and persistence, arise to serve the
Lord - that is, become manifest signs of the Ancient Beauty
and the Most Great Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones) through your conduct and deeds and words and
character and behavior, so that this bounty may increase day
by day and this gift may grow moment by moment.

And upon you be Glory, O descendants of Vakil.
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

O ye worshippers of the Divine Unity! Our desired and kind
Beloved, our benevolent Lord and our resplendent Beauty hath
reared us with His mercy and education. He hath nurtured us
with His manifold bounties and loving-kindness and with the
copious showers of His mercy, even as a pearl in the embrace
of the shell of His beneficence and grace, and made us manifes-
tations of His limitless gifts. He hath enabled this dispersed as-
sembly and these destitute people to enter beneath the shadow
of His safe wings. He hath revealed Himself with the entirety of
His names and attributes, so that the reality of human beings
may become a centre of holy Divine blessings and we may be
gathered together amongst the people equipped with virtues
and perfections that adorn humanity. We, however, are obliv-
ious of those infinite bounties and endless favours and have
entangled ourselves in the mesh of self and passion and even
as the ill-fated owl, are attracted to, nay rather obsessed with,
this desolate and foul-smelling world. Take ye good heed, O
people of insight!

O thou kind Lord! What fruits can human endeavours and the
striving of a destitute bird bring forth without Divine confir-
mation, decree and guidance? In the end, it will be doomed to
loss, disappointment and penitence. We are incapable, power-
less, weak, feeble and contemptible. Aid us with Thy succour
and let Thy help and grace be our guidance. Make Thy shel-
ter and protection the impregnable stronghold of the greater
world. A. A.

O Lord! Make this gathering even as an ignited candle that
sheddeth its light to the six directions and illumine and chase
away this obscure darkness with the light of Thy revelation. O
Lord! Make this assembly a centre of perfections. O Merciful!
Make this gathering a dawning-place of Thy loving-kindness.
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To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O Lord! Make these Thy friends as stately and verdant cy-
press trees in the garden of Thy bounty and the rose-garden
of Thy bestowals, beside the stream of oneness. Make these
luminous stars bright and radiant in the dawning-place of Thy
mercy. Lead these wanderers in the desert of separation to the
infinite ocean, and guide these lost ones in the wilderness of
longing to the tabernacle of the light of the horizons, that they
may engage in Thy praise beneath the shade of the word of
unity, become intoxicated with Thy cup in the assemblage of
contingent beings, and in the feast of “Am I not?” may each
take a cup in hand and, dancing and stamping their feet in
ecstasy and joy, begin such a melody as to confound minds
and consciousness. O loving Friend! O pure God! Grant a fa-
vor, bestow a gift, show kindness, give confirmation, vouchsafe
success, that we may be assisted and confirmed in that which
is Thy good-pleasure. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, and
the Wise Confirmer.

O thou who art clinging to the hem of favor! Give thanks to
the Self-Subsisting Lord that at the dawn of guidance thou
didst attain to the great bounty’s light and didst receive illu-
mination from the Primal Point’s gleaming star and didst gain
enlightenment from the sanctified lights of the Sun of Truth,
the Most Great Name. Now we beseech the favors and boun-
ties of His Holiness, the One, that thou mayest be empowered
with such strength as to make firm a thousand who waver in
the Covenant through the breaths of steadfastness, and shine
so brilliantly in the feast of the Covenant that, like unto a
candle, thou shalt shed thy radiance. Convey to each and ev-
ery one of the friends the Most Great, Most Glorious greeting.
Night and day are we occupied with thoughts of them. And
the glory be upon thee.
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To: Thornton Chase et al (William James, Maude Lamson, George Kheirallah)
Date: 1900 or <

O ye beloved of God and His sincere friends!

By the life of God! The hearts are cheered whenever you are
mentioned, the souls are comforted in your love, the holy spirits
are captivated by your fragrance, the eyes are expecting to see
you and the hearts are longing to meet you, owing to the fact
that your hearts were kindled with the fire of the love of God,
your ears were charmed by hearing the Word of God and your
souls were rested in the appearance of the mysteries of God.

Blessed are ye, O children of the Kingdom of God! Glad-tidings
to ye, O friends of God! as He hath made your destiny great
and your share victory and happiness, your lamps lighted and
your spring to yield supply!

Ye are the most brilliant stars! Ye are the most dazzling lamps!
Ye are the green branches! Ye are the ripe fruits! Ye are the
beautiful gardens! Ye are the overflowing bowls!

God is merciful and compassionate! His bounty is great and
great! He appropriateth by His mercy those whom He liketh
and chooseth for His love those of whom He approveth. This
is in accordance with what Christ said: “Many are called, but
few chosen.”

God maketh your endeavor praiseworthy, your reward great
and your days in El-Baha feasts and pleasures, because of your
casting away the imaginary god and accepting the Knowable,
for [your] discarding every evil spirit, craving for the witnessed
Light and for turning your faces to the FExalted Position.

God will show forth your endeavor, increase your spirit and
fragrance, perfume the different directions with your perfume,
enlighten the horizon with your light and quicken the hearts
with that which is treasured within you; will cheer the souls
with what you have accomplished and cause the verses of thank-
fulness to be recited in all places; the banner in remembrance
of you to wave through all the ages; your fame and praise to
encircle the horizon and the tongues to speak of your virtues
and good endeavors.

By the living Truth! That bounty is great and great and the
Lord is supreme in majesty! The confirmation is successive
and success is continuous, and the kindness of your God, the
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Merciful, the Compassionate, will surround you from all sides.

TAB.346-347

AB02447

To: Anne Apperson Flint, in California
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the brilliant lights from the King-
dom of God! T have read thy eloquent letter and fluent epistle
expressing thy great joy at the glad-tidings of God and the
abundance of thy spiritual sentiments and heavenly inspira-
tions from the outpourings of the All-Merciful. Blessed art
thou for this gift, glad tidings unto thee for this bestowal, joy
be unto thee for this divine confirmation, and happiness be
unto thee for this heavenly success!

> Soon thou shalt witness with the eye of joy the signs of suc-
cess and prosperity from thy steadfastness in the love of God,
thy firmness in the Covenant of God, the intensity of thy at-
traction to God, the determination of thy resolve to spread
the fragrances of God, and thy continuous proclamation of the
glad-tidings of God.

Know thou that worldly conditions, even if they be the
dominion of the whole earth, are transient, have no end result,
and are worth not even the wing of a gnat in the sight of God.
Where are the kings and queens? Where are the palaces and
pavilions? Where are the thrones and magnificent crowns of
the Persian, Greek and Roman kings? Those thrones have
crumbled, those palaces have been demolished, and those
crowns have fallen.

But every maidservant of God who has spread the divine fra-
grances, served the Kingdom of God, and proclaimed the Word
of God - her influence continues to rise and spread throughout
the ages. Her dawn is radiant, her star is brilliant, her banner
is waving, her station is lofty, her crown gleams, her melody
chants forth, her fame spreads far and wide, her voice resounds,
her spirit soars in the highest paradise and her light shines in
the Supreme Horizon. I beseech God to make thee one of them,
O maidservant of God!
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Upon thee be greetings and praise. Convey my greetings to the
maidservant of Baha, the mother of believers, thy respected
aunt.

T WY 2 s S e e,

INBAS89:221
DAS.1913-07-14, SW_v04#15 p.252-153x, ABIE.064, BLO__PN#007,
BSTW#110a

To: Baha’is in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual friends and true companions of the Ancient Beauty!
The lights of ancient glory have shone forth upon the horizons
and the Sun of Truth has dawned upon East and West from
the horizon of the unseen. Strangers have become familiar and
have turned into friends and acquaintances. The call of the
Ancient Beauty is spreading throughout all regions and the
Most Great Name encompasses all directions of the horizons.
The cry of “O Thou the Most Exalted!” is raised high and the
song of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” ascends from every
person of understanding.

The holy fragrances from the Paradise of Oneness perfume ev-
ery nostril and the breeze from the gardens of the Divine Iden-
tity gives life to spirits and invigorates bodies, for the body has
followed the spirit in movement and vibration, and the physical
form has accorded with the heart in humility and supplication.

Therefore, O pure souls who are as the spirit to the body of
creation and the door of attainment for the seekers of God’s
path, show forth an effort and mount a steed and give it free
rein, for soon the field will be lost from your grasp and the ball
of divine bestowal will be taken away.
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To: Howard Macnutt
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art advanced with all thy will toward the Kingdom
of God! I have read with full joy thy “unfolded scroll” which
thou hast sent along with thy blessed picture and beloved pho-
tograph. Verily by beholding that face, my heart hath been
delighted and refreshed. For pictures of this kind have a real
and significant influence upon spiritually minded people.

Verily the Suns are eclipsed, the luminaries are darkened, the
stars are scattered and the Son of Man hath come upon the
clouds of Heaven with power and great glory, sending His mes-
sengers and hosts with the sounds of the Wonderful Trumpet.
I pray to God that thou mayest become enlisted as one of His
Army and His holy angels in those regions and climes. Verily
the Splendors (of the sun) have surrounded all horizons and
the Morn of Guidance hath showered its Lights upon the ex-
panse of the earth. May it be a blessing to whomsoever is as an
undimmed mirror facing those Lights shining upon all regions.

I supplicate to God with all my heart, submissively and humbly,
invoking Him to confirm you with Heavenly Powers and send
upon you the Spirit of Life in order that you may spread the
Fragrances of Holiness in those parts with wisdom and dignity
so that the people may receive some benefit thereof. For they
are as children, so far as knowledge is concerned. They are
unable to bear the higher realities revealed from the Merciful
Kingdom: as Christ (upon Him is Glory!) said in the text
of the Gospel. “I have yet many things to tell you but ye
cannot bear them now” (John 16:18). Therefore as the people
cannot bear, consequently you should act with wisdom under
all circumstances. Address ye the people according to their
intelligences.

Know thou that the horizons of the Orient are illumined with
the Lights of the Kingdom and ere long these Lights shall shine
from the dawning-places of the occident far more than from
the Orient, regenerating souls with divine instructions in those
parts. And the Love of God will attract pure hearts so that
they should love one another as Branches grown from the Tree
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of the Love of God, as His believers who have attached them-
selves to His Word, baptized with the Holy Spirit which is
pouring today from the Kingdom of Holinesses.

COF.030bx, GPB.254x, GPB.396x
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INBA59:195

AB02388

Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! This cycle and dispensation cannot be com-
pared to former ages, for previous eras were but a ray of this
era, and former centuries but a token of this century. Observe
ye the progress and exaltation of this mighty century, which is
distinguished in all aspects and conditions. It is the sun of all
ages and centuries - its traces brilliant, its lights manifest, its
power overwhelming, and its radiance adorning both East and
West. Its crafts bewilder minds, its wonders gladden souls, its
sciences illuminate the world, its arts are the very life of the
world and eternal life. Today its bounties encompass all, its
bestowals are like unto the radiant moon, its ocean is full of
waves, and its waves surge forth in hosts. Its lamp is lit, and
its gathering place is like a rose garden. Its breezes give life to
the loved ones, and its fragrance revives the spirits and hearts
of the chosen ones. Its cloud is the Most Great Bounty, its
rain the Most Great Mercy. Its sun is the Sun of Truth, its
moonlight the light of oneness. Its ray is the flame of light, and
its meteor the gleam of Sinai. Its realm is the Abha Kingdom,
and its Sovereign the Most Glorious Beauty.

Even if the command and behest of the King of the Unseen
have made their way into the body of the world, it is in the
nature of the soul the effects of which flow in the veins and
nerves of man. The reality of the created beings hath been
adorned with the beauty of perfections. The East and the
West are illumined with the light of His Revelation.

The Holy Vale hath wholly become a rose garden of Divine
Unity,

for the Light of God illuminateth the Sinai of Truth.

By God! The lights have shone forth, the mysteries have ap-
peared, the veils have been rent asunder, the seas have surged,
the rivers have overflowed, the trees have become verdant, the
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flowers have bloomed, the fruits have ripened, Paradise hath
been adorned, the Peacock hath been manifested, the Holy
Spirit hath descended, and the believers in this century are in
great joy. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou whose collar is torn in divine love! Jenab Aqa Seyyed
Hassan had written a letter mentioning that bird of the
meadow of divine remembrance. It brought great joy and
delight. Know with certainty that the loved ones of God on
this plane are each dearer than life itself, and their mention is
more delicious than the banquets of Paradise. Whenever one
is occupied with their remembrance, the taste of the heart is
immersed in honey and the palate of the soul is filled with the
sweetness of the celestial Kawthar. When the pen inscribes
their mention, the fragrance of musk spreads forth, and when
the dark ink flows with their names, the lights of joy shine
forth. Never think that for a moment we are unmindful of the
mention of friends, or silent from thoughts of the companions,
or quiet from their remembrance. Through the grace and
bounty of the Sovereign of existence, we hope that those who
are absent may become present, and those who are distant
may draw near. Though they are physically far, they are
spiritually present in the gathering, and though they are

outwardly separated, in heart they are in the inhabited House.

Be assured. Some of the letters did not arrive, and for some
others, since it was during days of sorrow, no one had news of
themselves. And the glory be upon you.

O manifestation of God’s guidance! The Sun of Guidance has
shone forth from the Horizon of eternity and illumined the
regions and horizons of hearts. Some received an abundant
share of these outpourings and took a complete portion, while
others took only a reflection in the world of names, and a

great multitude of the people of the world remained deprived.

You who have gained a portion from this Most Great Sea, and
received a mighty revelation from this most luminous Sun, and
took an abundant share from this endless wealth - give thanks
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to God that you have attained to such a gift and achieved such
a blessing.
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Date: 1900 or <

O sweet spiritual fragrance! It is an hour when the clouds of
mercy are pouring forth, and floods from the intensity of rain
are flowing, and the rumbling of thunder and murmuring of
clouds strike the ears.

News arrived from the palace that Aqa Baji has ascended from
this mortal dust heap to the eternal heights of glory. After en-
during eighty years of hardship and attaining to service, in her
final days she escaped from the difficulties of physical realms
and pitched her tent in the rose garden of divine mercy. Al-
though we are about to depart outside the fortress for the
funeral procession, I have taken up the pen in the home of
Jinab-i-Majdu’d-Din and become occupied with remembrance
of that spiritual beloved.

Observe the special divine grace and favors - how many daugh-
ters of worldly kings and rulers washed their hands of worldly
pomp and glory, and choosing the garb of monasticism in hopes
of being counted among the children of the true Faith, were de-
prived on the promised Day. Yet this aged woman who told
tales of ancient times attained the honor of service to the House
of God, so that the truth of “He singles out for His mercy
whomsoever He pleases” might rise like the brilliant sun from
the horizon of possibility. “That is God’s bounty; He bestows
it upon whomsoever He wills.”

The intention was to become occupied with remembrance of
the true Friend - the thread of discourse has reached this point.
In any case, praise be to God that you are the object of the
glances of merciful eyes and the manifestation of the favors
of the Divine Unity. At all times you are mentioned in the
presence of God and known by the word of His good-pleasure.
Know the value of this most mighty, most exalted, most glori-
ous station, and be in the utmost joy and delight in gratitude
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for this bounty. “Work, O family of David, in thanksgiving!
But few of My servants are truly thankful.”

5 Further, mention all the loved ones of God with sweet and
sublime remembrance, and convey the longings of those who
yearn.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who summonest to the Covenant!

His honor Haji hath appeared like the creditor of a Turkish
colonel and an Azerbaijani soldier; and this servant, like a
bankrupt debtor who hath staked all and lost all, am plunged
in debt, penniless, perplexed and bewildered, wondering how I
may discharge this debt of one thousand tumans, together with
its monthly profit. For Haji attacheth, every month, an interest
to the letters desired. For some time, in view of my manifold
and weighty occupations, he had granted respite, and acted
with much reasonableness. But now, on this day, like a lender
and creditor whom the fear of his debtor’s insolvency hath ren-
dered restless and agitated, he hath suddenly appeared and,
all at once, demandeth the production of five promisory notes;
and until he receiveth them he will not rise from his seat.

The difference between Haji and the Azerbaijani soldier is this:
the soldier-creditor seizeth a man in his house and sitteth in
ambush; but Haji entereth the chamber itself and there ad-
vanceth his claim. In short, among the promisory notes which
he hath written down, one is in your name. Thus were we, per-
force, engulfed in the payment of this all-encompassing debt—
especially since, in respect of this same all-encompassing debt,
compound interest, too, hath evidently become due.

His Honor Haji asks what your duty is. The duty is that in
all conditions you should sacrifice yourself for the Cause of
God and be occupied with spreading the divine fragrances and
strengthening hearts in the Covenant of God. This is the fruit
of existence and its station.
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It is difficult to write without Mirza for Agha Mirza Mahmud.
They would pronounce takfir. Leave them wandering in their
delusions of atheism and heedlessness and say: In the name
of God, its course and its anchorage. Spread the sail and let
the ship sail on the sea of servitude to Baha, for this is the
praiseworthy station, the extended shade, the supported sup-
port, and the arriving arrival.

LOIR20.179-180
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To: Javahiri, Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn son of Musa et al., in Baghdad

Date: 1900 or <

O servants of the Friend! You have gathered beneath the shel-
tering Tree of companionship in the highest Paradise, upon
the carpet of the bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty. You
have heard with heart and soul the call of the Covenant and
Testament, and drunk deeply of the cup of “Am I not?” and
have arisen to fulfill the Covenant, sacrificing soul and spirit
in the path of the Testament.

Your cup overflows with the wine of bestowal, your palate is
sweetened with the delights of the love of God, and you are
intoxicated with the pleasant wine of divine love. You are the
manifestations of divine favors and the dawning-places of the
grace of the All-Bountiful Lord. You are immersed in the ocean
of the benevolence of the Blessed Beauty and are at rest and
illumined beneath the shade of the mercy of the Most Great
Name.

Therefore, in thankfulness for this tremendous grace and pro-
found favor, conduct yourselves with one another in the utmost
fellowship and love, and remain far from any discord or differ-
ence. All be as one sea and one stream and one person.
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To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Faran
Date: 1900 or <

O leaf assured of God’s verses! Praise God that you have
entered beneath the shade of the Divine Lote Tree, been sus-
tained by the fruits of the Tree of Certitude, plunged into the
ocean of forgiveness, and traversed the stages until you at-
tained the Most Holy Court, heard with your own ears the
divine counsels, witnessed the way and conduct of truth, and
beheld the waves of the sea of bounty.

Now with pure intention and essential nature remain firm and
steadfast in God’s Cause and hold fast to the divine Covenant
and Testament. Read the Book of the Covenant and contem-
plate the divine Covenant and faith. This Covenant is firmly
established and this Testament is mighty. In no age or dispen-
sation of the Holy Manifestations has such a Covenant existed
before or had any parallel. This is a Covenant that the Sun
of the Divine Reality has, in Its essence, taken from holy real-
ities, jewels of existence and atoms of all created things, and
its decree, like the divine spirit, penetrates and flows through
the reality of creation.

Soon you will hear the melodies of this Covenant and smell its
fragrances from the Supreme Concourse and the Most Glorious
Kingdom. Then will arise from you the cry: “Glory be to
Him Who has taken this mighty Covenant! Glory be to Him
Who has taken this firm Testament! Glory be to Him Who
has raised this unfurled Banner! Glory be to Him Who has
extended this outstretched Shadow! Glory be to Him Who has
established this witnessed Witness!”

The verses which you composed from the throat of burning in
separation from the Beloved of the horizons were repeatedly
read in the Sacred Precinct, and all the leaves of the pavilion
of glory loosed their tongues in praise and tribute to that leaf.
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To: Alizadih Qadimi, Kuchak et al., in Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

Upon you be praise, and upon you be glory, and upon you be
salutation from the Most Glorious Beauty.

I testify that you believed in the verses of God, turned to the
Beauty of God, were mindful of the remembrance of God, held
fast to the Covenant of God, endured and adorned yourself
with patience through every tribulation in the path of God. No
blame from any blamer deterred you in the love of God. You
called out in the name of God, took refuge in the cave of God’s
forgiveness, strove and sacrificed with your spirit, essence, self,
body, outer being and inner being in service to the Cause of
God. You became a stranger to your homeland, oppressed, sub-
jugated, and wronged, and considered this among the greatest
gifts of God.

By God the True One, hearts love you, breasts are gladdened
by your remembrance, and souls are stirred by praise of you.
God’s mercy be upon one who visits your grave, God’s aid be
upon one who walks in the vicinity of your resting place and
shows humility, submission and reverence at your tomb, for the
sake of God, your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Khurasan

Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual youth and divine young man! That which was
written to Jinab-i-Siyyid Taqi was observed and understood.
Praise be to God that the expressions emanated from longing
and rapture, attraction and joy, steadfastness and delight in
the Cause of God. And this befits one like you.

2 O accepted servant at the threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty, the unfaithful ones forgot that radiant moon and
loving friend, turned away from the Covenant, and became
afflicted with their own desires and passions. Come, let us
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- you and I and the divine friends - drink from the cup of
faithfulness and hasten in the valley of the Covenant and
arise to servitude at His holy threshold and strive to exalt His
Word and sacrifice our lives for the dawning of His oneness.

In the days of His radiance under the shade of the tree of
His favor He nurtured this scattered gathering, so that at the
time of setting we may sacrifice our lives for the Beauty of the
Beloved and completely forget ourselves and be stirred by the
life-giving breaths of His celestial Kingdom. Now, O spiritual
friend, it is time, it is time - we must grasp with all our might
so this service may be accomplished.

Praise be to God, the loved ones of the land of Kha are in
the utmost gladness and enthusiasm and longing, and are the
recipients of bounty from every direction and encompassed by
the glance of favor. And from the threshold of the favors of that
Kind Beloved and Goal of both worlds, I beg and hope that He
may make each of those friends a bright candle and a light of
the gathering and a flower of the rose garden and meadow, so
that from each one, by the grace of the Most Glorious Beauty,
the sweet fragrance of faithfulness may be inhaled.
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To: Baha’is of Milan
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the Lord God! His honor Mashhadi Yusuf has
attained the presence at the Holy Threshold of the Joseph of
the Kingdom of the Most Glorious Beauty - may my spirit, my
being, and my essence be sacrificed for Him - and has been
blessed with circumambulating the radiant Holy Shrine. Now
that it is time for his return, he requested a letter addressed
to those spiritual friends and mystical beloved ones. Indeed,
he has such love for you that one could not delay even for a
moment.

Therefore, I too immediately take up my pen and write that
O friends of the Ancient Beauty and my spirit and delight in
the divine path: in these days you have suffered severe blows
and endured great afflictions. You became the target of the
arrow of cruelty and were exposed to the taunts and curses of
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enemies. Each day you were consumed in a burning fire and
each night found no rest from the attack of the stoning ones.
Every morning you burned in the fire of tyranny and oppression
and every evening drank from the bitter cup of sorrows.

Since these calamities and trials were in the path of the
Supreme Lord, they cause no harm - rather, their effect
remains forever established in the Abha Kingdom. Days will
end and life will pass - it is better that some fruit is produced
from life rather than it passing without fruit or effect. Observe
that all the great ones of nations and peoples pass their days
in utmost wealth and comfort, but what fruit is there? “Has
there come upon man a period of time when he was not a
thing worth mentioning?” But those souls who spent their
days in trials in the divine path each found an endless treasure
and shone forth from the horizon of sanctity.
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To: Mihdi Rafsanjani
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art turned toward the Abha Kingdom! The call
of the Abha Beauty is continuously reaching the ears of the
people of understanding from the hidden realm of the unseen
world, saying: “My Covenant! My Covenant! My Testament!
My Testament! My Pledge! My Pledge! My loved ones! My
loved ones!”

> In no age or dispensation has such a Covenant and Testament
been established, such a light of the Covenant shone forth, such
a dawn appeared, such a proof become manifest. Likewise,
such a violation has never been heard of and such a rejection
never witnessed - that despite the confirmation and emphasis
on the Covenant and Testament for thirty years in all condi-
tions, Tablets, scriptures and books, through conclusive text,
clear proof, and the traces of the Supreme Pen in the Abha
handwriting, the claimants to faith would completely disre-
gard it, make it into a plaything like a transformed people,
consider it void of effect, render themselves cut off from hope,
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and make all appear contemptible and humiliated in the eyes
of the people of the world and all nations and peoples. Evil is
their dwelling place for having violated the Covenant.

And thou - leave these children behind thee and open thy
tongue in praise of thy Lord. Remind the heedless ones, il-
luminate the hearts of the seekers, call them to the straight
path, guide them to the firm way. Say: O people! This is
God’s Covenant - do not cast it behind your backs! O people!
This is God’s Book - do not abandon it! O people! This is
God’s remnant - do not mock it! Shame upon every violator!
Misery to every rejecter! Error to every breaker! Loss to ev-
ery envier! Affliction to every waverer! Punishment to every
shaker! And regret upon every sinful transgressor! And glory
be upon the people of Baha!
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AB02549
To: Abu’l-Hasan et al., in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <
O God, Knower of mysteries and Sweet-speaking One! Thou (218 , 2§71 ¢ S Oy gl (¢l

knowest and bearest witness that every evening and every
dawn I bow before Thy threshold in utmost need and begin
to commune, saying: O my Kind Lord! O my Soul! O my
Beloved! Thou art aware of my manifest and hidden thoughts.

These friends are intoxicated with the wine of Thy Covenant
and hold the goblet in their hands. They are the stars in the
heaven of Thy love and the luminous lamps of Thy celestial
sphere, and the birds in the rose-garden of Thy paradise. Make
these stars radiant, and these lamps brilliant with endless light.
Teach these birds the Pahlavi song, and grant these winged
ones the power of flight in the heaven of detachment.

Night and day they remember Thy countenance, are enthralled
by Thy tresses, enchanted by Thy nature, intoxicated by Thy
fragrance, and wandering in Thy lane. Praise be unto Thee,
glory be unto Thee, all worship be unto Thee, for Thou hast
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adorned creation with the light of Thy bounty and established
the abode of the righteous in the supreme realm.
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AB02626

To: Mirza Husayn Khan (Adharbayjan), in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast turned thy face toward that Light which
hath shone forth and illumined the horizons! Say: Praise be to
Thee, O my God, for having guided me to the Dawning-Place
of the lights of Thy mercy and directed me to the Day-Spring
of the signs of Thy oneness, and for having given me to drink
a brimming cup from the wine of recognition, and intoxicated
me with the aged wine of certitude preserved in the vessels of
assurance, and made me a sign of guidance and a standard of
righteousness by casting upon me the divine Word in a heart
filled with love and fidelity. I beseech Thee by the rays shining
forth from the Lamp of the Covenant to assist me to serve Thy
Cause and Thy Covenant amongst the peoples of the world,
and to grant me to acquire from the light of dawn, until eyes are
dazzled by the light of the lights and the radiance of mysteries
shining forth in all regions. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Choosing. And glory be upon the righteous
ones.

‘Ayn. ‘Ayn.

Praise be to God that through the grace and favor of the Sun
of the Ancient Morn thou hast recognized the Sun of Truth,
acquired the light of guidance, drunk the cup of love, tasted
the honey of bounty, and witnessed the greatest signs. Erelong
shalt thou witness East and West embracing each other as two
lovers, and Eastern and Western nations being intoxicated with
the same cup. Iran shall become the focal centre of the world
and the sanctuary of all its peoples. All this is by the grace
which God hath conferred upon the kings of Persia and their
subjects, and by the favour He hath vouchsafed unto these
lands.

Were the leaders of the Persian nation to know what bounty
God hath bestowed upon them, they would assuredly soar
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upon the wings of joy and happiness and render a thousand
thanks for these divine blessings.
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AB11841

To: Aga Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Hashim Yazdi et al.

Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are attracted and risen from the graves of contingent
being! By God’s life, the Temples of Divine Unity and Lions of
Sanctity roar in the thickets of Divine Oneness and the wilds
of detachment, and they pounce upon the foxes of violation,
scatter their gathering, disperse their company, and pursue
them until they fall into the abyss of their obscurity and plunge
into the depths of their despair. And you, O divine company
and heavenly group, gird up your loins and strengthen your
backs to aid the Covenant and exalt the Word of the Lord of
Dawning, and to disperse the dense, heaped, and layered clouds
on the horizon of harmony caused by the people of discord.
And glory be upon you, O dawning places of the gifts of the
Luminary of the horizons.

O Lord, Lord! These are servants who have sought Thy lights
and been illumined by a ray shining from the horizon of Thy
Covenant. They have championed Thy Cause and turned their
faces purely toward Thy noble countenance, O my Lord, the
Kind, the Compassionate, the Merciful. O Lord! Therefore
prepare Thy earth for them and adorn Thy heaven of bounty
above them with the lamps of Thy favors. Verily Thou art the
All-Merciful, verily Thou art the Helper, verily Thou art the
Compassionate, the Generous.

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The favors and confir-
mations of the Blessed Beauty encompass every expanse, and
bounties flow successively and continuously from all directions.
But capacity and receptivity are the condition for receiving
them, and receptivity comes through servitude, service and
thralldom. Therefore, strive with utmost effort to follow
‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. And glory
be upon you.
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To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <

Blessed art thou, O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings
of God! Good news to thee, O thou who art illumined by the
light that shineth from the Kingdom of God! Happy art thou
to receive this cup brimming with the wine of the love of God!
Pleasant be to thee this table descended from the heaven of
the bounties of God!

The hearts of the loved ones and the souls of the pure ones in
all regions have been gladdened by hearing that the birds of
holiness are warbling in those gardens, that the lions of truth
are roaring in those thickets, and that the fish of the Kingdom’s
sea are swimming abundantly in those pools. Well done! Well
done! O thou whom God hath assisted to spread His mention
in those regions and enabled to raise His Word in that far-off
land. Soon shalt thou witness the effects of thy Lord’s mercy
spread throughout those parts.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

We have sent a letter with most excellent contents and explana-
tions within this missive to the loved ones of God there. As for
the matter of the brothers which has become known in those
regions through newspapers and printed letters in England - it
is of no importance. These events are but a mirage, not water
to drink - an imaginary matter arising from the thoughtless-
ness of the Branches that will soon pass away and vanish. God
is the Helper. Pay no attention to these events for they are a
movement that will end and a passing shadow. Hold fast to
the handle that cannot be broken - namely the Covenant and
Testament which has spread and diffused to all horizons and
filled creation with the fame of its mighty remembrance. As
for the matter of the teachings, we shall send them to you later.
And I say to you that this Cause absolutely has no involvement
in politics, rather it is purely spiritual, related to the Kingdom
rather than to earthly sovereignty and the material realm.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire lit in the divine Tree!

Among the special favors of the Ancient Beauty in this Most
Great Century is that He has adorned the human temple with
wondrous capacities and abilities, such that children have at-
tained the station of the mature, and youth have acquired the
wisdom, intelligence and knowledge of the elderly. The unlet-
tered one becomes learned in the school of divine knowledge,
and the common man becomes aware of the mysteries of real-
ity. The destitute receive a share from the great bounty, and
the helpless partake of the greatest blessing. The poor discover
an flowing treasure, and the weak are confirmed with mighty
strength. Therefore, O servant of God, place thy hope in the
grace of these days, not in power and capacity. Worthiness is
not a condition for the justice of God.

O God! Treat me according to what befits Thee, and confirm
me through Thy grace, Thy generosity, and Thy mighty favor.

In those regions you must be a gatherer of the friends of God
and a means for enkindling hearts, purifying souls, and sancti-
fying human realities from imperfect traits, so that the loved
ones of the All-Merciful may shine forth in the assemblage of
the world like lamps of guidance and lights of piety.

The grace of this century and the worth of this age are mighty,
and its bounties strange and wondrous. Not in hundreds of
thousands of years will the doors of such a paradise be opened
again, and not in thousands of cycles will such a cycle of the
Incomparable Lord be made possible. Even in a mere speck of
dust you can observe its brilliant signs, causing you to recite
“Blessed be God, the Best of Creators.” Effort and endeavor
are needed, zeal and enthusiasm are required, and in this arena,
striving is necessary and hunting is obligatory.

And glory be upon thee.
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Date: 1900 or <

O longtime friend and intimate companion! For some time
news of your impending arrival had been reaching us and we
were waiting. Now it has transpired that while you have ar-
rived, this servant is residing in this land - this too is among the
decrees of the powerful Lord. In any case, your letter which you
had written from Haifa has just now arrived at seven o’clock
on Sunday and I am writing the reply now.

The intent is that you have always been assisted and confirmed,
and it is hoped from the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty
that in these days you will be assisted in rendering the greatest
services, which are guidance and direction to that which is
necessary and obligatory today.

Praise be to God, you have attained the honor of visiting the
shrine of the Supreme Concourse and have been blessed with
this great bounty. God willing, you have been and will continue
to be the cause of awakening souls, enlightening hearts and
reminding those with vain imaginings. And you will arise to
do that which today causes the exaltation of God’s Cause, the
upliftment of God’s Word and the glory of God’s religion.

Praise be to God that the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be
sacrificed for His sincere loved ones) has trained souls who
today stand firm and steadfast like lofty mountains and mighty
peaks, and who are such defenders of the mighty fortress of
God’s Cause that the hosts of the Supreme Concourse offer
praise.

In any case, this servant’s absence at the time of meeting you
caused much regret. If it is possible for you to satisfy Dr. (upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God) to return with perfect
joy and delight, then excellent is the goal. And if not meeting
causes them sadness and depression, send him for one day so
that a meeting can take place.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk, in Bushruyyih
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and Testament of the
Blessed Beauty! May my spirit be a sacrifice for His steadfast
and firmly-rooted loved ones. In this Most Great Cycle, He
established the foundation of the Cause like Alexander’s wall of
iron and steel, and laid the basis of the religion of God upon an
impregnable foundation, so that the Gog of doubts and Magog
of allusions might not, in any way, find a breach or penetrate
therein, and the mighty fortress of the Cause might remain
protected and preserved. For thirty years He made mention of
the Covenant and Testament, and the words of the Covenant
and faith flowed from His blessed Pen and pure Mouth, until
the sacred and preserved Tablet known as the Book of the
Covenant appeared like an unfurled scroll, an inscribed book,
and a preserved tablet. All those souls who were awaiting to
raise the word of opposition and spread the breaths of doubts
were disappointed and frustrated, and the divine Covenant,
like a luminous sun, illumined and brightened both East and
West, to such an extent that all the kings of the earth took the
Book of God’s Covenant and preserved it in their treasuries,
and the fame of this mighty divine Covenant conquered all
regions.

This is not a narrative that its narrator could be denied, nor is
it in the handwriting of a scribe that could give rise to doubts
and result in lack of confidence. Rather, it is by the pen of
the Most High. Despite this, a few foolish ones are trying
through various tricks and deceptions to create a breach and
cause division and utterly destroy the divine edifice. But vain
is that which they imagine.
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends! His honor Aga Ali-Askar and his honor Aqa
Abdul-Javad, upon them be the Glory of God the Most Glo-
rious, attained the honor of circumambulating with the Con-
course on High and reaching the goal of the sincere ones, and
they requested mention of the friends of that region in the Gar-
den of Ridvan. Therefore, one day in the Holy Shrine, with ut-
most supplication, prayers were offered for all. Indeed, this vis-
itation was the greatest gift and the most magnificent present.
Despite this state, they requested that a letter be written ad-
dressing all the friends of the All-Merciful, so that through the
sweetness of its meanings and expressions, all might taste its
delight.

This servant has neither the power of speech nor the capacity
to write. Nevertheless, when mention of the friends reached the
ear of the soul, the fire of attraction blazed so intensely that
both spirit and body were set in motion, and both soul and
consciousness were stirred to vibration. Therefore, taking up
the pen and proceeding to write this letter: O divine friends!
This is not the time for sleep, nor the moment for repose. Arise
in passion and fervor, and in resurrection and gathering. It is
time to fly, not to rest. It is the moment to run, not to graze
and hide in corners. It is the time of enthusiasm and outcry,
not of unconsciousness and revelry. If in this new age and
glorious cycle we remain silent and withered, in what age and
cycle shall we become eloquent and fresh? If in this divine
springtime we remain listless and faded, in what spring shall
we become full of vigor and alive?

3 And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Nazanin Bigum et al., in Kashan
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaids of the All-Merciful! Through the favors and
bounties of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for Him, it is hoped that each one of those handmaids of the
All-Merciful will be so enkindled with the divine fire that she
will illumine the world with the heat of the love of God, and
will, through eloquent speech and fluent tongue and the con-
firmations of the Holy Spirit, expound the essence of divine
explanation in such wise that the learned ones, the wise ones
and the mystics of the earth will be amazed. And this is not
difficult for God.

O handmaids of God! Turn your faces toward the Abha King-
dom, detach yourselves from all else, cling to the hem of sanc-
tity and hold fast to the Covenant and Testament of the Glori-
ous Lord. You are the leaves of the Tree of Guidance and the
fruits of the Tree of Bounty. You abide beneath the shade of
the Word of Unity, and the Eye of Mercy from the ocean of
bounty of the Most Great Oneness gazes upon you, and the
cloud of mercy pours down upon you. It is the manifestation
of the All-Forgiving, which is like the flame of Sinai. It is the
mighty wave from the ancient ocean. It is the breeze of grace
from the direction of the favor of the Most Great Oneness. It
is the drops from the cloud of bounty which are descending. It
is the outpourings from the fountains of the All-Merciful which
are appearing and emerging.

Therefore, strive that you may not be deprived of the outpour-
ings of the Kingdom and may be gathered beneath the shade
of the Word of the All-Merciful, and may race your steeds in
the open field of love and devotion for the Ancient Beauty and
the Great Light, that you may carry off the ball of precedence
from the field. And upon you be glory, O handmaids of God!
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To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends of the Ancient Beauty! The lights of the Abha
Kingdom have illumined the dark horizons and made East and
West the envy of rose garden and meadow. The lightning flash
of truth has transformed the darkest night into the light of the
Divine Unity, and the radiance of the Most Great Luminary
has made the regions of the West share equally with the East.
It has dispelled the dark night and illumined the American
continent. Its holy fragrances have perfumed the nostrils of
Europe. The rain of divine knowledge has poured upon all
regions and the fecundating winds of its wondrous springtime
have blown across the earth.

It is the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” that has been
raised in the American continent, and the call of “O He Whom
God shall make manifest!” that has stirred the land of Tajik.
It is the light of the Covenant that has shone upon the horizons,
the flame of splendor that has gleamed across the seven layers.
It is the signs of servitude at the Sacred Threshold that have
encompassed the world, and the evidences of submission to the
Court of Oneness that have conquered the universe.

This is the time of attraction and enthusiasm, the moment of
joy and rapture, when the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
surge and the armies of the Abha Kingdom are in ferment and
tumult. The confirmations of the Ancient Beauty are in every
moment the intimate companion, and the victory of the Great-
est Name in every breath conquers the hearts of the people of
the world. Arise in thanksgiving, for this is essential.
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To: Muhammad Ali (Khurasan) et al., in Qain
Date: 1900 or <

O my spiritual friends! Praise be to the Ancient Beauty that
you are enkindled with the divine fire and engaged in service at
the sacred threshold. You are intoxicated with the wine of the
Covenant and drunk from the tavern of the Lord of Dawning
Light. In the gathering of the Covenant, with rent garments,
singing songs and clapping hands and dancing, you expressed
joy and delight. And in the feast of the Covenant, with one
hand holding the cup of wine and one hand holding the tress of
the Beloved, you manifested pleasure and attraction. Be joy-
ous and intoxicated with spiritual wine, be delighted and en-
amored with the Beauty of the All-Merciful. Scatter the musk-
fragrance of the mysteries of the Cause of the Ancient Beauty
to all horizons, and arise to serve His Sacred Threshold with
perfect servitude and self-effacement like ‘Abdu’l-Baha. At
this threshold servitude is essential and at this court standing
guard is obligatory. This servitude is freedom in both worlds
and this bondage is greatness in the heights. Therefore strive
and drink of this soul-nurturing wine of servitude. And the
Glory be upon you.

‘Abbas

This servant’s utmost desire is to write a separate letter to
each of the divine friends, but difficulties and occupations and
calamities and hardships are to such a degree that they cannot
be described. Therefore I am excused, and God willing some
respite will be obtained and what was missed will be made up
for.
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To: Rafi Khan, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O Rafi’! Praise God that you have taken refuge in the impreg-
nable fortress and entered beneath the shadow of the wondrous
Cause.

Every noble one is lowly and every mature one is as an infant
save those souls who place upon their heads the crown of the
nobility of the love of God and nurse from the breast of His
grace. Those souls are noble and mature, cherished and pre-
eminent. They are lofty palm trees and radiant light. They
are the dawning morn and the gleaming star. Those souls are
servants of the Most Glorious Beauty and captives of grace and
fidelity. They are stars in the zenith of glory and rain-laden
clouds of bounty. They are signs of guidance and banners of
piety. They are the horizon of truth and the dayspring of di-
vine gifts. They are divine heralds and teachers of the Cause
of the Infinite Lord.

How fortunate you were to take your seat upon this throne
and place such a crown and diadem upon your head, to don
such a necklace around your neck and raise aloft such a canopy
and standard. Well done, a thousand times well done! O how
blessed are you! O how blessed are you! O how blessed are
you!

I hope from the generosity of my Lord that you may become
the joy of the joyous ones and the guide of the guided ones,
that you may kindle the manifest light upon your brow and
make your breast a mirror for that Ancient Beloved. Open
your tongue in praise of that Kind Friend Who has made such
an overflowing chalice of utterance and brimming goblet of
exposition to overflow. And the glory be upon you.

Fear not the enmity of that self-worshipping soul and be not
troubled by his schemes. They are jackals, not lions - foxes, not
raging elephants. Your helper is the Sovereign of the ethereal
realm and your aid is the manifest light. And the glory be
upon you.
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To: Ibn-i Dakhil Mulla Husayn (Maraghih) et al., in Saysan
Date: 1900 or <

O son of Dakhil, be the leader of the people of the Covenant
and the joy of the dawning world. Praise be to God that today,
which is the morning of the Ascension, you are mentioned at
the Sacred Threshold and are renowned in the spiritual gath-
ering. O glorious and praised one of the unique Lord! He
is witness that intense love prompted this new writing. The
purpose is that you may know how cherished you are on this
plane.

O Mubhyi’d-Din, through the grace of Baha (may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones), it is hoped that you will bestow
life upon the world and its people and grant the spirit of sal-
vation.

O Kazim, forbearance and digestion are qualities of the sin-
cere ones. Praise be to God, you are successful and confirmed
in restraining the rage of hearts and digesting the unpleasant
actions of the sluggish ones.

O perfumer, scatter the musk of mysteries every moment and
perfume a hundred thousand nostrils and make the horizons
fragrant. The fragrance of your love has refreshed the nostrils
of the longing ones.

My Lord, one of Your maidservants supplicates to You not to
leave her alone and grant her the joy of righteous offspring.
Verily You are the All-Wise, the All-Knowing.

O ironsmith of love, souls are like cold iron - cast them into the
fire of the Covenant. When they glow, make each one a sharp
sword. Since you are a servant of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, you
are a king and sovereign.

My Lord, protect Your sincere servants in Sisan from the evil of
Your enemies and grant them safety and security through Your
grace, Your generosity, Your protection and Your preservation.
Verily You are the Strong, the Mighty.

O Lord! Protect Your servants who are firm in Your Covenant
under the shade of the Tree of Your mercy. Verily You are the
Protector.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Shishvan
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends! When the Sun of Truth dawned from the
horizon of names and attributes, and illumined the horizons
of existence and witnessing with the lights of manifest bounty,
it opened the gates of all things to the faces of His loved ones
and issued a universal call to all who dwell in existence.

Some people wandered lost in the wilderness of pride, while
others roamed confused and bewildered in the desert of heed-
lessness. Some were intoxicated with the wine of vainglory,
while others were stupefied and senseless. One group was veiled
by the veil of learning, while another tribe was forbidden and
deprived through meditation and imagined mystical insight.
Some were occupied with carnal desires, while others were ha-
bituated to vain inclinations.

In this field, who mounted the steed and raised the banner of
high resolve, freed from all doubts and adorned with the or-
nament of detachment? They reached the protection of grace,
and the herald of the glorious Lord brought to their attentive
ear that this is the time of grace and the moment for gratitude
and praise.

The Most Great Ocean is surging and the Sun of Pre-existence
is rising from the resplendent horizon. It is the time of gather-
ing and resurrection, the moment of longing and excitement.

A group of these holy souls entered beneath the shade of the di-
vine Word and were gathered in the greatest gathering through
a divine power, a lordly might, conscious impulses and heav-
enly attractions, rising like spiritual stars from the horizon of
sanctity.

Therefore you who have drunk from the pure cup whose mix-
ture is of camphor on the day of manifestation, open your
tongues in thanksgiving and remain firm and steadfast in God’s
covenant and testament.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou spiritual physician! The body of humankind was af-
flicted with severe ills and chronic diseases, contagious mal-
adies and prolonged fevers. Whereupon the ocean of divine
favour surged, and the clouds of truth and bounty rained down
upon the world of creation. The Sun of the firmament of
Oneness shone forth, and vivifying breezes wafted from the
meads of Singleness. The breath of the divine Messiah was dif-
fused, the All-Knowing Physician appeared from behind the
veil, and the skilled and true Healer emerged unconcealed. He
prepared wholesome medicines from hidden substances, and
created healing balms from concealed and treasured elements.
He bestowed the panacea of unfailing efficacy, and conferred
the sovereign remedy for every ill. He blended together spiri-
tual elixirs, and created refreshing draughts made with heav-
enly pearls and rubies. And from the essence of Divine Unity
and the quintessence of singleness, He taught and made known
to us remedies that purify and tranquillize and soothe. And all
this, so that the feeble frame of the world might be freed from
the burning thirst of error and ignorance, and this afflicted
body might be delivered from the sore distress of heedlessness
and impotence and attain unto a state of divine health and a
well-being spiritual, complete, and absolute.

2 Yet ignorant and neglectful physicians devoid of learning have
intervened and are preventing the divine and timely remedy
from being administered. They prescribe instead that which
causeth the aggravation of the disease and the worsening of
the condition. Thou who hast discovered the storehouse of ce-
lestial remedies and the infallible divine medicines must strive,
then, that haply the light of perfect health and unfailing tran-
quillity may shine forth even as the light of guidance from the
Dayspring of healing, and that the obscuring gloom of ills may
be dispelled and the deadly affliction of maladies eliminated.

LOTW#51
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To: Aqa Mirza Ali Rashti
Date: 1900 or <

O you who circle the gathering place of the Supreme Con-
course! When the confirmation of the Kingdom makes the
world of the soul and heart the envy of eternal paradise, the
gates of triumph are opened, hearts are expanded, aspirations
are realized, and hopes are fulfilled. Praise be to God, you
have traversed a great distance, reached the intended desti-
nation, arrived at the Ka’bah of existence, entered the Most
Remote Temple, circled the sacred precincts of the Most Great,
and perfumed your nostrils with the holy dust. Now, with per-
fect steadfastness and in an attitude of devotion, turn toward
the divine realm and give glad tidings of boundless grace and
favor, and proclaim:

Behold the cup of the Covenant! Behold the wine-house of the
Lord!

Behold the radiant-faced Cup-bearer! Behold the intoxication
of the drunk ones!

Behold that moon singing ghazals! Behold that sweetly singing
bird!

Behold that fresh smiling rose! Behold that alluring narcissus!

Behold that gracefully moving cypress! Behold that garden’s
splendor!

Behold that verse of the All-Merciful! How long this lethargy?
How long this torpor?

In any case, give the true friends the glad tidings of the Ancient
Beauty’s confirmation, for soon the hosts of the Abha King-
dom will surge forward, the legions of the Supreme Concourse
will descend, “The Cause of God has come” will manifest, the
lights of bounty will shine forth, the darkest night will become
bright, the Most Exalted Word of God will raise high its ban-
ner, and the standard of the Covenant will wave its flag across
the horizons. The light of oneness will shine and the star of
guidance will bestow its light. The word of negation will be
abrogated, the knot of violation dissolved, and the people of
breaking the Covenant transformed. Soon you shall see the
waverers in manifest loss.
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To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast been enraptured by the fragrances diffused
from the garden of the bounty of God. Say: God Hath opened
the doors of success with the hands of power and might. The
Crier of joy hath cried out: All hail to the success O ye gem-
like souls of men within the ephemeral shells. Rejoice, then,
by this Manifest Day and this Glorious Light that ye have
attained unto by the grace of thy loving Lord! By the one
true God, verily, the fire hath been kindled in the sacred Bush,
the consuming flame thereof hath blazoned, the sighs thereof
have been raised, the resplendent light thereof hath shone, the
radiance thereof hath been shed, and the warmth thereof hath
enveloped the whole earth.

O thou who art the rejoicer in this bounty and the announcer
of this mercy. Let thy breast be dilated and thy heart be
refreshed in that God hath aided thee in diffusing these sweet
savors which have perfumed the whole world.

By the glory of thy Lord! Verily, the Concourse of the Abha
Kingdom bless thee and address thee from the realm of glory
saying: Happy art thou who crieth out in the name of God!
Great is the blessedness that awaiteth thee O thou who art
attracted to God! Blessed art thou whose tongue uttereth the
praise of God! Rejoice! O thou who hast been aided by the
Holy Spirit from the Most Sublime Heavens.

Gird up thy loins, strengthen thy back, cheer thine eyes, be
happy, let thy breast be dilated inasmuch as He hath gra-
ciously aided thee to recognize this All-highest favour that will
become manifest and will shine forth like the Radiant Blos-
som (Fatimah), the dazzling sun in the luminous Horizons, the
Dawning-Places of all being, and the Daysprings of the seen,
that the kings of the whole earth will envy thee.

The glory of God rest upon thee and upon the radiant faces
that hath been adorned with the brightness of the All-Merciful
in that Most Exalted Place.
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To: Karbala’i Khudadad son of Nasir (Marv)
Date: 1900 or <

O thou musk-scented pilgrim! The Holy Shrine is the
quintessential musk, the ambergris and sweet fragrance that
perfume the nostrils of the embodiments of divine mercy.
Whilst the heedless perceive but mere dust, those endowed
with insight behold a spotless jewel and luminous star. To the
eye of a child, the pearl and its shell are of equal worth. And in
the estimation of the ignorant, crude glass is indistinguishable
from a resplendent gem, and base copper hath the same value
as the purest gold. But whensoever the matchless pearl and
the lustrous gold are brought under the scrutiny of the assayer
in the jewellers’ market, their value and quality become
readily manifest and recognized.

In like manner, the denizens of the Concourse on high perceive
the sweet scents of the Most Holy Shrine, and the manifesta-
tions of sanctity within the Abha Kingdom inhale the vivifying
fragrances wafting from the Most Sacred Sepulchre, for its very
dust is life-giving and its atmosphere reviveth the spirits of
those endued with perception. Render thanks, therefore, that
thou hast received this most precious bestowal and hast been
strengthened through this supreme bounty. Return, now, in
a state of utmost enkindlement, joy, and fervour, and convey
greetings and affection on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the loved
ones of God. Say:

“O friends! This is the time for fellowship and harmony. This
is the day of oneness and of being everywhere united in speech.
For disunity is tantamount to death and destruction, whilst
harmony conferreth life and salvation. The glory of the Cause
of God and of His loved ones dependeth upon unity and wis-
dom, whilst disunity, falsehood, and estrangement cannot but
lead to the degradation and abasement of both. Wherefore,
strive to the utmost of your ability to increase your unity and
harmony, that ye may become the manifestations of divine
mercy.”
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Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my God! These are servants who have turned
toward the Kingdom of Thy mercy, have clung to the hem of
the robe of Thy oneness, have sincerely turned their faces to
Thy beauty, and have believed in Thy unity and in Thy divine
Word - the Primal Point and the Most Exalted One - Who gave
glad tidings to all on earth and in heaven of Thy Most Great
Manifestation, the luminous Sun of Thy Reality. They have
been set ablaze by the fire kindled in the Tree of Sinai, have
heard the call raised in the blessed spot, the Valley of Tuva,
by Thy Most Glorious Beauty, and have held fast to the Sure
Handle, the Most Great Sign, Thy Mighty Covenant, whose
banners wave upon the lofty edifice in this greatest of trials.

O Lord! Strengthen them with supreme power, aid them with
the hosts of the Concourse on High, send down upon them, one
after another, the angels of divine confirmation, gird up their
loins with the power of Thy Covenant, O Thou the Lord of
Bounty, make firm their feet and strengthen their backs with
Thy support, O Lord of the highest heavens! Verily, Thou
art the One Who hath power over all that Thou desirest, and
verily, Thou art mighty over all things.

O spiritual friends and companions! The lamp is lit and the
Beauty of the Covenant is present in every gathering. The bril-
liant morn of the Testament has dawned and the rays of the
Sun of the Covenant are shining forth. The call of the Con-
course on High is raised, and the angel of the Abha Kingdom
is the companion of every deprived one. Make ye an effort and
seek divine assistance. Pursue an abundant share and gallop
your steeds in the field of acceptance. The heavenly tables
are spread and the merciful gifts are bestowed. The everlast-
ing grace and celestial bounty are present. The Abha Beauty,
from the Kingdom of the Unseen, is the helper of the steadfast
ones, the supporter of the sincere ones, the protector of the
firm ones, and the succourer of those who are certain. And
verily, He calls you from the Kingdom of the invisible realm:
“Stand firm, O loved ones of God! Soon shall they see what
transformation they will be turned unto.”
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Date: 1900 or <

1 O ye who are faithful! In the world of existence, before those
who prostrate themselves, faithfulness is a brilliant light and
a shining meteor in the human world and the greatest bounty
from the Divine Lord. Man must arise in all degrees to that
which is befitting and proper, so that he may become the man-
ifestation of giving to each their due right. In the station of
servitude, he must be utter powerlessness and absolute poverty
- existence must become pure non-existence, humility must be-
come complete humility. Place thy foot upon the crown of
kingship while in the shade of poverty, that thou mayest be-
hold the eternal kingdom now from every direction. And when
he becomes established in this station, he will be saved from
the evil of pride and vainglory. He will become humble to the
Covenant and lowly to the Testament, and in the station of
obedience and submission he will obey all divine commands
and submit with heart and soul. He will arise to both spiritual
and physical obligations and become firm and steadfast in all
matters. He will become the manifestation of the favors of the
Incomparable Lord and the dawning-place of the lights of the
Compassionate Lord.

2 O friends of God! Among the requirements of faithfulness and
necessities of purity is obedience and submission to the com-
mands of His Majesty the King, for praise be to God, he is
justice-spreading and redress-granting. The radiant sun of his
equity rises high, and he is the humiliator and vanquisher of the
people of oppression. Night and day supplicate and implore at
the threshold of the Divine Unity, and seek confirmation that
the throne of sovereignty may endure and the royal court re-
main firm and established. May the realm of Iran become a
celestial domain and the land of Fars become the display-place
of the traces of the peerless Lord.

3 And the Glory be upon the people of Glory.
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O Pure God! Make this gathering a light to the world, and
make this assembly a rose garden and flower bed. Make its
meeting place a garden of paradise and its dawning place the
dawning-place of the lights of the All-Merciful. Through its
musk-laden fragrances, make fragrant the nostrils of those who
dwell in the path of the Friend, and through its ambered breeze,
gladden the hearts of those intimate with the court of the De-
sired One. Preserve souls beneath the wing of Thy mercy, and
give hearts a place in the protection of Thy unity. Bestow gen-
erously the confirmations of Thy Most Glorious Horizon and
make worthy the gifts of Thy Supreme Concourse.

Though we are all birds without wings or feathers, yet we have
nests and homes in the gardens of Thy Cause, and we take
refuge at the threshold of Thy oneness, seeking aid and support
from Thee, searching for Thy help and assistance. When we
look at ourselves, we find ourselves less than an atom, lower
and more abject than a gnat. Yet when we behold the ocean
of Thy bounty and bestowal, we observe atoms to be brighter
than the brilliant sun, nay even more luminous.

O Kind Bestower! Cover the errors of these destitute ones
with the hem of Thy generosity, and transform the faithlessness
of these bewildered ones into the essence of fidelity, reason
and awareness. Grant souls another resolve and cast another
passion into heads, that they may seek everlasting glory and
the delights of the new world, that they may soar toward the
higher realm and seek the most exalted horizon, that they may
hasten to the gathering of grandeur and receive bounty from
the Abha Kingdom.

May the dark world become illumined, and may the satanic
field become a merciful courtyard. May the earthly region
become a sublime paradise, and may the transient furnace
become an eternal rose garden. Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Hearer, the Seer.
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To: Baha’is of Eqypt et al., in Alexandria
Date: 1900 or <

O ye the sincere loved ones of the Abha Beauty! In these days
the Cause of God, the world over, is fast growing in power
and, day by day, is spreading further and further to the ut-
most bounds of the earth. Its enemies, therefore, from all
the kindreds and peoples of the world, are growing aggressive,
malevolent, envious and bitterly hostile.

It is incumbent upon the loved ones of God to exercise the
greatest care and prudence in all things, whether great or small,
to take counsel together and unitedly resist the onslaught of
the stirrers up of strife and the movers of mischief. They must
endeavour to consort in a friendly spirit with everyone, must
follow moderation in their conduct, must have respect and con-
sideration one for another and show loving-kindness and tender
regard to all the peoples of the world. They must be patient
and long-suffering, that they may grow to become the divine
magnets of the Abha Kingdom and acquire the dynamic power
of the hosts of the realm on high.

The fleeting hours of man’s life on earth pass swiftly by and
the little that still remaineth shall come to an end, but that
which endureth and lasteth for evermore is the fruit that man
reapeth from his servitude at the Divine Threshold. Behold
the truth of this saying, how abundant and glorious are the
proofs thereof in the world of being!

The glory of glories rest upon the people of Baha!
‘Abdu’l-Baha

; The esteemed Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Ghani had for some time dwelt in

the Holy Threshold and rendered service unto the friends. Now
he returneth unto those regions. He requested from this servant
some keepsake. No gift greater than the mention of God, the
praise of the Lord, and the remembrance of the spiritual loved
ones did I find; wherefore I set myself to penning this brief
missive. And the glory rest upon you, O loved ones of God,
and my own beloved, and the friends of this world and the
next, and my companions in servitude at the exalted and holy
Threshold.
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To: Siyyid Abidin father of Siyyid Ibrahim et al., in Mazandaran

Date: 1900 or <

O friends of Truth! It is the afternoon time and the sun’s
rays are diminishing, but the Sun of Reality is shining and
gleaming from the unseen Kingdom with an ever-increasing
and multiplying world-illumining radiance. Although for its
shining there is no increase or decrease, yet as the intervening
clouds and dense vapors increasingly dissipate, the radiance of
the Sun of Reality becomes greater and the effulgence of the
Luminary of the horizons becomes more magnificent.

The ignorant people and the indolent masses imagined that
the accumulated clouds and piled-up mists would darken the
Sun at the zenith of bounties and conceal it in the west of
decline. But with one burning effulgence from the Dawning-
Place of the unseen Kingdom, He so dissolved and scattered
those dense clouds that minds were amazed.

And now the bats of the world’s religions are thinking to pre-
pare for themselves a refuge, shelter, dwelling and abode in
the darkness of wells and the depths of dark caverns, for they
have become utterly hopeless and have witnessed the power
of God’s Cause, especially after the ascension of the Intended
One, for the sovereignty of the Ancient Beauty became greater
and His power was manifested more perfectly. And sovereignty
and power and might and dominion are His in all the worlds,
whether manifest or concealed.
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To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the sweet savours of the Truth!
It is dawn, and each soul is immersed in some fancy, while
this servant is occupied with the remembrance of thy face, thy
character, and thy disposition, and, with perfect ecstasy and
yearning, is absorbed in writing unto thee this missive.

Some while hath passed during which absolutely no word hath
been had of thee, nor hath any trace of thy musk-laden pen
been seen. Although I know that wheresoever thou art, and by
whatsoever cup inebriated, thou hast taken thy repose beside
a flask of the wine of inner meaning, and art intoxicated by
the vintage of the love of God, yet this yearning on the one
hand, and the expectation of the receipt of news on the other,
are difficult to bear.

Pray assuredly convey hither thy news at all times, whether
an answer be vouchsafed at once, or whether it be subject to a
delay, inasmuch as the opportunities afforded this servant for
correspondence and communication have become like unto the
Most Great Elixir. Even so, observe thou how many writings
and letters emanate from this pen. Among them, despite the
absence of even a moment’s leisure, a detailed letter was writ-
ten to thee out of the intensity of love, which in truth holdeth
the value of a hundred letters.

In any case, thou must fulfill what thou hast promised, so
that in that region and land, and throughout its surrounding
territories and among its tribes and peoples, the divine lights
may shine forth resplendent and souls may be educated, and
“that He may cause it to prevail over all religions” may be
realized. O true friend! The time is the time for surging like the
sea and for striving everywhere. Praise be to God, the justice
of the government and the magnanimity of the sovereignty are
clear and evident, and all subjects are under the protection of
His Majesty.
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To: Rajab Ali Khan (Kulah Darrih), in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Your cry has reached the Sacred Threshold
of the Divine Unity and your sighs and laments of separation
and deprivation have come to the ears of the all-merciful as-
sembly. It had a great effect and caused deep emotion.

I immediately wished to summon you, but what can be done?
For when the Covenant-breakers witnessed the exaltation of
the Word of God and the spread of the divine fragrances, and
observed that in Africa and America sacred souls were arriv-
ing at the Sacred Threshold in complete attraction in succes-
sive waves, the fire of hatred blazed so fiercely in their breasts
that they portrayed this mighty Cause to the government as a
source of severe corruption.

The local government is now investigating, and furthermore
they have improperly interfered with certain provincial officials
and made severe slanderous accusations. They are now await-
ing the infliction of great harm upon ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Therefore
the Holy Land is now in danger and this servant is in the midst
of a storm of perils.

For this reason we have instructed all souls who have sought
permission to come to remain where they are, except for
Samandar, the divine kindled fire - and this permission was
given according to an all-encompassing wisdom involving
mighty causes.

In any case, God willing, when the Holy Land becomes calm
this bounty will become possible for you. Now you must en-
gage in service to the Cause with complete enthusiasm and
attraction.
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To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O sapling of the Garden of Abha! I hope that through ancient — |a , £ el ) gl i Ji e 1

grace and the great bounty of the Ancient Being, you will at-
tain incomparable freshness and delicacy from the rain clouds
of favor in the stream of oneness, and that you will be ever
stirred by the breezes wafting from the source of the Covenant.
First, convey the Most Glorious and Wondrous Greeting to
your father Samandar, the fire of the Tree of Sinai who is firm
in the Covenant, and say: O ancient and steadfast servant
of the Beauty of Abha! In every moment you come to mind,
and with every breath you pass through Abdul-Baha’s heart.
When I bow my head at the Sacred Threshold, I pray and
supplicate: O my Merciful One, O my Beneficent One, O Life
of my spirit and soul! Make Your faithful servant Samandar,
the fire of love, enduring in the Paran of spirit and fragrances
and the Sinai of the Kingdom of knowledge and the fire of the
manifestation of the warmth of Your love, and make him the
manifestation of endless favors, for through Your grace and gift
he emerged like pure gold from the fire of tests and trials with
a radiant face. This is eternal grace, this is everlasting favor.
And glory be upon you.

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey the Most Glorious and Wondrous Greeting to the
friends. We remember them at all times. Likewise to the
steadfast, firm and resolute leaf, the handmaiden of God, the
All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting - your mother - and also
to the other leaves.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

5 Convey to each and every one of the loved ones of God utmost
attraction and longing from Abdul-Baha. And glory be upon
the people of Baha and loss unto all who break the Covenant
of Baha.
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To: Nasir-Uf Qazvini, Aqa Ali Arbab et al., in Rasht
Date: 1900 or <

O candle enkindled with divine love! Since the elder of the
monastery of the love of God sacrificed his life, possessions,
family and wealth entirely in God’s path, and played the game
of self-sacrifice, and like a fierce lion with youthful strength
charged forth in the field of sacrifice until he raised his banner
in the Most Glorious Kingdom and Supreme Heaven. I swear
by the Manifest Beauty that the Concourse on High were glad-
dened by his radiant countenance and he became seated and
established upon the mighty throne. His face in that gather-
ing of the All-Merciful is bright and luminous, and his sweet
fragrance is diffused in the nostrils of the people of the eternal
Paradise. He calls out “Would that my people knew!”

You are the memorials of that pure spirit and the lights of
that illumined moon. Therefore you must give thanks that
you have attained to this great bounty and arise with such
conduct and behavior that the fragrance of the All-Merciful
may be inhaled from it. And whenever you observe anyone
who has the slightest unseemly movement or from whom you
detect an unholy fragrance, you must absolutely and immedi-
ately shun and avoid them, for harm to the Cause of God lies
in association with such ones. For certain souls have appeared
who are captives to self and passion yet speak the name of
Truth. These souls are worse than deadly poison to the Cause
of God. Great caution is necessary. And glory be upon you
both.
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To: Mulla Abdu’llah Fadil Zargani (Rafi), in Shiraz
Date: 1900 or <

O distinguished and eminent scholar, verily the Greatest Name
and the Most Ancient Light has cast unto you the keys to the
gates of the hearts of the world and the keys to unlock the
hearts of all peoples, so that you might commence with divine
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victories and commentaries upon the texts of consciousness,
and expand your breast with the light of knowledge, and illu-
minate your heart with the lamp of arts, and brighten your face
with the radiance of the All-Merciful, and cause you to speak
with the essence of utterance and the reality of exposition, and
scatter from your mouth luminous and unique gems and bril-
liant pearls of praise, and cause to flow from the spring of your
nature the pure water of Paradise, and cause to gush forth
from the wellsprings of your being the fountains of wisdom
and the heavenly stream, so that in this time you might stride
forth in the arena and loose the reins and raise the spears and
scatter the forces of darkness and disperse the gathering of the
base, and charge through the ranks and attack the thousands,
and light the lamp of guidance in the niche of that furthest
shore and raise the banner of success in those regions, until
you are supported by the hosts of the Most Glorious Kingdom
and aided by the angels of the Supreme Concourse.

2 By the truth of God, if you would arise as you ought to arise
to spread the divine fragrances, the sweet scent of the love of
God would diffuse throughout all those regions and the signs
of God would spread and become known in all those parts, and
those institutes and hills would be revived, and that luminous
spot would quiver and grow and bring forth beautiful plants
by its Lord’s leave and be adorned with the flowers of the other
world.

Arise to that which God has established you! Glory be to my
Most Glorious Lord! And the Glory be upon you and upon all
who are firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your letters were
received and we became aware of their contents. We hope that
through the favors of the Ancient Beauty you will be moved by
the sanctified breezes at all times and circumstances, and that
you will associate with people in such a way that all become
signs of piety and manifestations of the sanctification of the
Most Glorious Beauty.
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2 In all gatherings and all lands, guide souls to worship and en-
gagement in the remembrance of God, so that through these
purifying waters, souls may day by day increase in purity of
heart and sanctification of spirit, become manifestations of
piety, and arise with what is necessary, fitting and worthy of
the Day of the Covenant in terms of inner and outer purity
and sanctification of spirit and heart.

The letters you requested have been written - one set will be
sent in this post and another set in the next post. Jamal
Effendi has written you a letter - write him back and express
love.

Furthermore, His Majesty the just King and his perfect min-
isters have shown and continue to show the utmost justice,
fairness and kindness to all subjects and citizens. By the de-
cisive text of God, all friends must arise to uphold the sacred
rights of kingship - that is, arise to serve and be good subjects
with complete truthfulness and loyalty to the state, and pray
for good. For his glory is the glory of all and his comfort is the
comfort of all. In all gatherings, be occupied with prayers for
him.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Hasanabadi
Date: 1900 or <

O flame enkindled with the love of God! Your cry was heart-
piercing and your sighs and lamentations ignited fire. While
reading your words, such an effect was produced that hearts
were stirred and souls were quickened. This influence comes
from the blessing of mentioning the Blessed Beauty - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones. Therefore, one must com-
pletely forget all else save God so that the melody of the angel
may reach the ear and from the song and cry of the birds of the
gardens of the Kingdom the heart may surge. O thou who art
intoxicated with the divine cup! Now is the time when, with
an illumined heart, divine insight, a tongue speaking God’s
praise, celestial power, heavenly attraction, spiritual ecstasy,
and divine wisdom, thou shouldst arise to spread and teach
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the Cause of God. This is the essence of meeting, the pure
source of guidance, the reality of righteousness, attainment to
the furthermost Lote Tree, and the ultimate goal. And peace
be upon him who follows guidance.

In these days it is more fitting to tarry in those regions, as
it will lead to the spread of the Faith and the time for the
appearance of signs, the lifting of veils, and the dispelling of
the doubts of the people of allusions. For divine tests in these
days are severe. The seed of trials that was sown in the year
of shidad is now sprouting. And glory be upon every steadfast
and firm one.

Please convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings
to His Honor Aga Hassan and his companion, His Honor Aqa
Nasru’llah, His Honor Karbala’i Abu’l-Qasim the farmer, and
the suppliant leaf, the mother.
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To: Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar
Date: 1900 or <

O ye true friends and yearning lovers of the Divine Beauty!
When the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, revealed Himself,
through all His names and attributes, His perfections and His
manifold conditions, unto all that hath been and all that shall
be, and illumined the dawning-place of existence with the lights
of that Luminary of the placeless realm, a tumult and com-
motion arose within the atoms of all created things. The
springtide of mercy poured forth its rain, the sun’s radiance
shone resplendent, the gentle breeze of the morn was wafted,
and the divine call reached the ears. Hearts began to throb,
souls were set in motion, faces were enkindled, veils were con-
sumed, and the countenance of the loving Friend was revealed.

The hearts of lovers burst into ardent flame, and the eyes of
them that longed for Him wept for joy. The rose-garden of
divine unity was adorned, the flower-bed of detachment was
arrayed, the festival of heavenly outpourings was ordained, and
the banquet of “Am I not?” was made ready. The throne of
the divine sovereignty was established, and the word, “The
All-Merciful hath mounted the throne,” was fulfilled. Then
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did the Most Great Revelation of the Ancient Beauty, in this
most consummate assembly, manifest itself in the temple of the
Covenant and shine forth over all horizons. The divine minstrel
took in hand the strings of the threefold and the twofold, and,
in Persian melody, began His song and music; and in the strain
of Shahnaz He lifted up this chant:

This is the Covenant of Alast; this is the cup held in hand.
This is the marketplace of self-effacement; this is of the merciful
Joseph.

This is the Covenant of faithfulness; this is the bond and the
severance. This is the bane of the croaking ravens; this is of
the grace of the All-Merciful.

5 This is the ancient Covenant; this is the mighty and steadfast
mystery. This is the wondrous Cause; this is of the Beauty of
Baha—my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan
Date: 1900 or <

He is my Lord, my hope, the goal of my desire, my refuge and
my shelter! With all humility and brokenness, I cast myself
upon the dust of lowliness and supplication at the threshold of
Thy sanctity, and I commune with Thee saying: O Lord! O
Lord! This is an exalted branch from the tree of Thy mercy,
fresh and verdant, watered by the outpourings of Thy oneness,
leafy, flowering, fruit-bearing, with growing, firm branches ex-
tending to the heaven of Thy divine unity. O Lord! Make this
illustrious branch the source of guidance and the root of bounty
and piety. Increase its freshness, verdancy and delicacy at all
times through the living waters. Spread its branches through-
out all regions, reaching to the horizon of manifest truth, ex-
tending to the East and West, South and North of the earth.

O Lord! Ordain for him every good in all the worlds of holiness.
Admit him to the precincts of intimacy. Assist him and his
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firm branches in the Covenant to serve Thy Cause, spread Thy
traces, proclaim Thy verses, explain Thy proofs, establish Thy
laws, exalt Thy Cause, guide Thy creatures, raise the pillars of
Thy house, and establish the temples of Thy remembrance. O
Lord! Thou knowest the extent of my love for this illustrious
and beloved branch, my great attachment to this affectionate
Afnan, and my profound devotion to this servant who is at-
tracted to Thy fragrances. O Ever-Living, O Self-Subsisting!
Therefore, O my God, treat him in such a way as to gladden my
sorrowful heart. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
and verily, Thou art the Kind, the Compassionate.
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Date: 1900 or <

O my God! I draw near unto Thee through my powerlessness,
poverty, abasement and lowliness, and I say: O Lord, O Lord!
Deal with me through Thy great bounty, Thy abundant par-
don, Thy renowned forgiveness and Thy ancient mercy. Verily,
Thou art unto Thy servants the All-Merciful, the Compassion-
ate.

O my God! Even if I were to speak with an eloquent tongue and
let loose the reins of expression in a vast and expansive field, I
would still fall short of offering the praise, tributes, thanks and
glorification due to Thee for the bounty and bestowal Thou
hast granted me. For Thou, O my God, hast through Thy
all-encompassing power created loved ones whom Thou hast
guided to the fountain of the Salsabil of faithfulness, whose
eyes Thou hast illumined with the light of guidance, and whom
Thou hast made to be mines of piety and dawning-places of
the lights of fidelity. Through them the brilliant stars grew
dim on the darkest night, and the lights of truth shone forth
in the darkened regions. Through them Thou hast caused the
fountains of wisdom to flow forth, and through them Thou hast
removed sorrow, manifested bounty, dispelled wrath, extended
mercy, bestowed gifts and removed affliction.
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Praise be unto Thee for this mighty favor, and thanks be unto
Thee for this new outpouring. O Lord! Assist these spiritual
ones, make these steadfast ones successful, and exalt the word
of these ones firm in Thy Covenant and manifest Testament. O
Lord! Illumine these radiant faces with brilliant rays from Thy
most glorious Kingdom, and perfume the minds of these pure
souls with fragrant breezes wafting from the gardens of Thy
Supreme Concourse. Aid them with the hosts of divine favors
in all regions and support them with the legions of inspiration
in all continents. Verily, Thou art the Helper!

SEN ST el ol L e ab) SO
Nl Sy sl aakl Jadl s e
W el cmll) Vi By C:v:;'\t)}\
) ol S 5 S fo ) s
or bl Bl 5 adl o) ods 55 o)
o) eds Gaasl be s oY) S8
Sa 2Ly e 5 A B ke Gy 351
GV K G OV s o il LY
Sl LU K G eV gla 2

Sladl

INBA13:325, INBA59:074

AB02935

Date: 1900 or <

O ye friends of the Beloved! The candle of guidance is burning,
and the light shining from the Supreme Horizon adorneth every
assemblage. The showers of grace are pouring down, and the
bestowals of the unseen Kingdom are abundant. The angelic
voice is raised in song, and the birds of the garden warble
the Psalms of David. The musk-scented breeze sheddeth its
fragrance, and the gentle wind wafting from the garden of roses
reviveth the souls of the righteous. Yet, the heedless are as
dead and the ignorant fast asleep. The wavering souls are
withered and the chilled hearts downcast. For the sun lighteth
the eyes of the seeing, not of the blind; the songs of David
transport the spirits of the hearing, not of the deaf; and the
nectar of eternity is sweet in the mouths of those with taste,
not of the dead.

2 Praise be to God that your vision is illumined and your hearts
like unto a rose-garden. Your cups are filled with choice wine,
and your assemblage adorned with the Cup-bearer’s beauteous
face. The eyes of the loving-kindness of the Ancient Beauty,
the Most Great Name, are turned towards you, and the glances
of the eye of mercy are cast upon you. Wherefore, in thanks-
giving for such grace and bounty, strive ye to spread abroad
His fragrances and drink deep from His refreshing cup. Burn
brightly even as a candle, be ablaze as the Fire that was kin-
dled in the right side of the Vale,1 and illumine the whole

ey s Ce" Cawgd O am Oliwys (!
o U E b el 3555
G2 b O 8e 5 Cl Gy o
aoni 53 B jb 5 el 3y 53 Py
5 el Sl K ff‘a sl JI g
Ol o s L s, S e
5 83,5 OV e 5 ais OMals X\oaf
30 ogde Ly 5 dr 03 bl Ol
©asls Olax » OIS & &S Obly s
Sl a5 0I5 4T3l &=

e O 4 355 353 Jal Glde

S Byl hy e W aH
OB dals & Bl sl gy sl
5ol el 8 e Sl s
IS Ll dl ol ciley e ol
5 kSS les 2l s iz Lab
J%}J}U@ioﬁ' gy Sl ('la.- B
G 5 Ay 8) (s3l5 )3 g0 56 O
G e slie OLET 3B b a2l iy, 1,
oo ol e s Y 5 55
o Bl Fle 5o b ogd ek b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 85


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=162
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=76

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part ITI

AB02967

world. Thus may the Caucasus become the nest of the immor-
tal Phoenix and the people of Tiflis intimate companions of
that cherished Bird; thus may the fowls of holiness sing and
chant in its gardens of reality and the gazelles of unity amble
and stroll in its fields and mountains. When that land is quick-
ened by the breezes of the Self-Subsisting Lord, it will become
even as the Abha Paradise.
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Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are steadfast and firm in the Cause of the Ancient
Beauty and who hold fast unto the Most Great Handle that
none can break! This divine edifice is established upon bars of
iron, and its pavilion is exceedingly lofty and elevated. This im-
pregnable fortress of Truth is most towering, and its foundation
firm and solid. The foolish imagine that some weakness has
appeared in this mighty palace, or that some deficiency can be
introduced into this exalted structure through vain imaginings.
How evil is that which they think and say, yet they perceive
not. Leave them to their idle fancies as they wander in the
valley of heedlessness.

This edifice of the All-Merciful and pavilion of God - its foun-
dation is in the earth of sanctification and its pinnacle in the
height of the heaven of oneness. Its protector is the Lord, the
Self-Subsisting, and its builder is the Hand of God which is
above all hands. Whither are they wandering?

O loved ones of God! The foundation is firm and the fortress of
the Cause impregnable. The divine Lote-Tree is fruit-bearing,
and the blessed Tree is verdant and yielding fruit. Through
grace it yields its fruit in every season. Manifestly, it is time
to gather the fruits and the season for the sweet fruits of other
trees. It is the time of harvest and the moment of unity. It
is the time to arise, not to slumber, and the time of accep-
tance, not of lethargy. It is the day of outcry and the moment
of hearing the call of the Kingdom of Abha with the ear of
understanding.

We beseech the grace of the Beauty of the All-Merciful that
success be granted and confirmations arrive wave upon wave,
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so that each of you may become a lamp to a region and be-
stow manifest lights, that the holy result of “The purpose of
creation” may be realized. And glory be upon you.
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Date: 1900 or <

O friends of Truth and lovers of the Most Glorious Beauty!
His honor Ibn-i-Abhar is constantly occupied with your remem-
brance and familiar with your mention. He opens his tongue
in praise, saying that this scattered group are the lovers of the
Beloved’s face and the ones enamored with the divine Beloved’s
tresses. They are the purchasers of the Joseph of the Merciful’s
Canaan and captives of the chain of that radiant moon’s locks.

I say you speak truly and follow the path of truth, but how
have loverhood and concealment, infatuation and prosperity,
witnessing and seclusion all come together in that land? And
how have sobriety and intoxication gathered together? The
ones drunk with the wine of “Am I not your Lord?” become
full of tumult and clamor, and the lovers of the Most Glorious
Beauty become full of passion and flame. For the nightingale
of the rose garden of unity, solitary singing is fitting, and for
the musician of the feast of sanctification, melody and song are
suitable.

He says that the passion and enthusiasm of these lovers will
gradually become manifest, and the wine of the love of God
will soon bestow intoxication and rapture. The ancient tem-
ple will become drunk with wine, and the ancient flame will
become fully ablaze. Soon it will be observed that the flame
of Shamakhi will lay the foundation of radiance and melt the
surrounding regions with the fire of the love of God. It will set
aflame the hearts of the Caucasus, and make the entire coun-
try warm and luminous with the fire of love and the light of
knowledge.

I say, God willing, it is so - nay rather, it is certain, the mat-
ter is clear and evident. The hearts of those friends are the
supreme paradise. Soon this candle of divine outpourings will
be illumined in that gathering, and the fire of the love of God
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will consume a world. The breeze from the gardens of unity
will blow, and the Glory be upon you, O loved ones of God.
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AB03045

Date: 1900 or <

May my spirit be sacrificed for you, O loved ones of God!

When the veils of the elemental world and the dark curtain
of this earthly realm are lifted from sight, the vast expanse
and broad space of the divine world becomes manifest, and
the Beloved of divine bestowals unveils His face, and the gifts
of the All-Merciful become evident. One sees the gates of the
Kingdom opened and finds the breasts of the dwellers of the
realm of might expanded. The realities of mysteries become
manifest and the subtleties of lights become apparent. At that
time, the worth, station and rank of the divine friends becomes
known, and the glory and loftiness of the sacred beings who
are the beloved of the All-Merciful becomes understood.

A delicate veil over the eye prevents the observation of these
bestowals on earth and in heaven, such that the most lumi-
nous sun remains concealed and the illumined moon appears
hidden; the cultivated becomes buried, the rose of the rose gar-
den appears as a thorny bush, shell and pearl appear the same,
and jewel and worthless bead become equal; garden and refuse
heap appear alike, and meadow and wasteland become like the
abode of crow and raven.

Therefore, if eyes today remain veiled from witnessing the all-
encompassing, universal bestowals upon the loved ones, do not
be amazed and do not become immersed in the sea of bewilder-
ment. When a veil so delicate becomes a barrier to witnessing
the supreme divine signs, it is obvious what the dense veil of
the elemental world can do.

The purpose is that through the grace and gift of the Beauty
of Onmeness, the friends of God have such a station that the
essences of existence would sacrifice their lives and become
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oblated for it. O divine friends! Know the worth of this mighty
station and arise as befits it.

INBA55:217, RMT.162-163

AB03049

Date: 1900 or <

He is the Founder and Uniter of Hearts

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having united through the
breaths of Thy servant manifest among Thy loved ones, and
gathered together Thy trusted ones, and thereby quickened
the hearts of Thy chosen ones, and brought together Thy poor
ones. O Lord, make their hearts firm in faithfulness, establish
their feet in fidelity, clothe them in the robe of righteousness,
and protect them from the desires of self and passion. Man
attains naught save through striving.

O Pure One of God, heal the scattered hearts and unite the
thoughts of the helpless ones. Be a kind shepherd to the dis-
persed flock and a blessed gatherer of scattered birds. Illumine
the hearts with the light of unity and make souls alive and
stirred by the breaths of fellowship. Make Thy ancient servant
a trusted counselor and enable Thy old servant at the threshold
to bring about unity and attraction, so that all may become
as waves in Thy ocean of oneness and as hosts in Thy divine
Kingdom of the All-Merciful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

From the news of the fellowship of the friends, boundless joy
appeared and became the cause of spirit and fragrance. I hope
that you will always make the pearls of the friends of the All-
Glorious into a strand of unity and establish bonds of fellowship
between hearts of the people of perfection. God will assist you
and aid you in this great matter.

i Regarding establishing gatherings for teaching and remem-

brance that you had written about - this is very appropriate.
Certainly a few of the friends of God must gather at times
like the Pleiades stars in the exalted heaven and engage in
teaching and learning. This is a wondrous bounty. Persistence
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and continuity is necessary. Blessed are those who gather
together.

It is seven o’clock at night. God protect you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

The letters you requested are enclosed.
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AB03288

To: Mulla Ali, in Baghdad
Date: 1900 or <

O Ali! Know with absolute certainty that my name is Abdu’l-
Baha, my title is Abdu’l-Baha, my attribute is Abdu’l-Baha,
my designation is Abdu’l-Baha, my fame is Abdu’l-Baha, my
reality is Abdu’l-Baha, my essence is Abdu’l-Baha, my inner
being is Abdu’l-Baha, my secret is Abdu’l-Baha, my outward
self is Abdu’l-Baha, my outer nature is Abdu’l-Baha, my inner
nature is Abdu’l-Baha, my beginning is Abdu’l-Baha, my end
is Abdu’l-Baha, my heart is Abdu’l-Baha, my spirit is Abdu’l-
Baha, my inmost heart is Abdu’l-Baha, my body is Abdu’l-
Baha, my sight is Abdu’l-Baha, my hearing is Abdu’l-Baha, my
speech is Abdu’l-Baha, my thought is Abdu’l-Baha, my remem-
brance is Abdu’l-Baha, my memory is Abdu’l-Baha, my percep-
tion is Abdu’l-Baha, my imagination is Abdu’l-Baha, my king-
dom is Abdu’l-Baha, my dominion is Abdu’l-Baha, my human
nature is Abdu’l-Baha, my divine nature is Abdu’l-Baha, my
highest heaven is Abdu’l-Baha, my Kaaba is Abdu’l-Baha, my
dwelling is Abdu’l-Baha, my sanctuary is Abdu’l-Baha, my qi-
blih is Abdu’l-Baha, my sacred monument is Abdu’l-Baha, my
desires are Abdu’l-Baha, my Mount of Recognition is Abdu’l-
Baha, my Sacred Mosque is Abdu’l-Baha, my Farthest Mosque
is Abdu’l-Baha, my ultimate goal is Abdu’l-Baha, my Lote-
Tree of the Extremity is Abdu’l-Baha, my refuge is Abdu’l-
Baha, my shelter is Abdu’l-Baha, my cave is Abdu’l-Baha, my
fortress is Abdu’l-Baha, my wish is to be named the servant of
Abdu’l-Baha, and my desire is to be known as the bondsman
of the bondsman of Baha.

This is my path, my religion, my way, my character, my ac-
knowledgment and my confession, just as the poet has said: “I
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am deaf when called in the tribe by my name, but when they

7

say ‘O His servant!’” I hear.
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AB03284

To: Baha’is of Isfahan et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O beloved of God, His chosen ones, and those attracted by
His fragrances! If you would reflect a little and ponder deeply

on the reality of things, you would observe in what boundless
ocean of grace and benevolence you are immersed, and in what
paradise of Ridvan you abide eternally.

You wear upon your head a crown adorned with the jewels
of the Abha Kingdom that reaches beyond the heights of the
highest star, and you are clothed in a robe that surpasses the

garments and attire of sovereignty.

For every crown may be

plundered, but this crown, like a lamp in a glass, will shine
eternally in perpetuity. Every beautiful brocade and silk and

fine cloth will eventually become old and worn and tattered,
but this glorious robe will increase in elegance and beauty day
by day, and will adorn the stature of its wearer like an incom-

parable sapling in its symmetry.

Therefore, in gratitude for this illustrious crown that you wear
upon your head, and in return for this mighty robe that you
wear upon your body, become partners and companions with

‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. For in His
sight, the crown of kingship is the Sacred Threshold, and the
diadem of sovereignty is servitude at the Court of the Ancient

Beauty. And this servitude is the diffusion of divine fragrances,

the establishment of clear proofs, the witnessing of manifest

signs, the interpretation of words, the promotion of glad tid-

ings, the removal of veils, the rending of the veils of those who
are veiled, and the teaching of the Cause of the Lord of Names

and Attributes.
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To: Mashhadi Ali Akbar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Lord of the Kingdom! In this moment when
my heart is aflame with the fire of the love of God, I thought of
you and decided to mention you. I take up my pen to write so
you may know that I am not free from remembering the friends
for a moment. If there is any slackness in writing letters, it is
due to the multitude of affairs, but in my heart I spend day and
night in remembrance and mention of the divine loved ones.

The carriage that you sent was very acceptable and appropri-
ate. The divine loved ones and this evanescent servant ride in
it during the days of pilgrimage and reach the Holy Shrine in
perfect comfort. We have made several pilgrimages on your
behalf, and this news is all glad-tidings. Blessed art thou for
this address.

Convey the Most Glorious Greeting to your brother Aqa
Muhammad-Husayn and tell him that whenever I think
of you and am in the Holy Shrine, I remember you during
pilgrimage and seek assistance. Also convey the Most Glorious
Greeting to Muhammad-Aqga and tell him you are the object
of providential favor and regarded by the eye of grace - be
assured that the Blessed Beauty is your support and shelter.
The Glory be upon you.

Convey greetings to the handmaiden of God, the assured leaf,
and the mother of Mashhadi ‘Ali. We beseech divine grace
that He may grant them new strength of assurance at every
moment.
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AB03073

To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

O my God! Thou dost witness and see from Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom my solitude and my estrangement and my distress
and my calamity and my tribulation, and Thou hearest my
sighing and my moaning and the lamentation of my weeping,
and Thou beholdest from the highest horizon how the hosts of
passion and the tribe of enemies have encompassed me from
every direction.

O my Lord! They have made every easy thing difficult for
me, removed every near thing far from me, clouded every clear
thing for me, hidden every evident thing from people’s eyes,
made every manifest thing appear doubtful to them, shot ar-
rows at me, pierced me with spears, made me a target for their
darts, struck me with their blades, and thundered against me
with the rumbling of thunder while I was in chains. Yet with
all this I remained patient and forbearing, relied upon Thee
and kept silent. Then when they found me forbearing and per-
ceived me to be peaceful, they raised an outcry like prisoners
and argued like the oppressors, thinking they could transform
light into darkness and cover the eye of the sun with stagnant
clay of fabrications.

3 O my Lord! Strengthen the structure of the Hands of Thy
Cause, reinforce the backs of the defenders of Thy Covenant,
illuminate the faces of the heralds of Thy Testament, expand
the breasts of the promulgators of Thy verses, make the hearts
of the believers drawn to them and the hearts of the seekers in-
cline toward them, open before their faces the gates of triumph,
and make them victorious over all nations and peoples, that
Thy word of unity may be exalted throughout all regions and
the lights of the Sun of the Covenant may shine forth. Verily
Thou art the Powerful, the Holy, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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ABO03157

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Amu Zaynal et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the All-Merciful! A hundred thousand glad tidings
from the Abha Kingdom arrive every minute, and thousands of
stars of bounties shine forth from the horizon of grace at every
breath. But heedless souls, like hard rocks, have no share of
divine bounties, and base realities have no portion of heavenly
outpourings. A crow and fly cannot become an eagle, and a
raven and magpie cannot become a sweet-singing parrot.

Therefore, you who have received a share and portion from this
abundant bounty and found a full measure of this great grace
must, like wine-loving cupbearers, become intoxicated and en-
chanted, and taking this divine cup in hand, give the seekers of
the primordial covenant the divine wine to drink, and give the
yearning lovers of the Beauty of the All-Merciful news of the
loveliness and radiance of the Ancient Countenance, so that
each may look with the eye of insight and see that the divine
Joseph has appeared with such splendor in the divine Egypt
that it has broken the market value of a hundred thousand
Josephs of Canaan, and has lit such a countenance that it has
caused tumult in the city and raised the banner of commotion
at the pole of the horizons.

O divine friends! The dejected ones are in anguish and the
withered ones are in distress. Their aim is to pass their days
in their own lifelessness and spend their time thus, consider-
ing this mighty Cycle and blessed Dispensation to be without
manifest light. Woe unto them and perdition unto them!
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To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

Praise be to Him Who hath risen to shine and dawn His in-
tense Glory and Splendors rising from the Horizon of Oneness.
Through Whom darkness hath been turned into light, veils
hath been rent asunder and doubts hath been dispelled in this
New Dispensation and Glorious Era. Verily He hath enthroned
upon the lofty throne with the light of grace and splendor and
set aglow the kingdoms of Heaven and Earth in this Blessed
Day. Once though manifest like the sun, radiant as the dawn,
glittering in the East with luminous light and emerging from
behind the veil of concealment, revealeth the clouds and dis-
perseth the gloom of darkness. Thou art even as the brilliant
lamp that burneth and illumineth in the glass of the loftiest
horizon as though like a pearly planet that neither Eastern
it is nor Western, rather even all the directions are not but
thy directions and almost the exalted veils may burneth from
its flame of the firmament in the Witnessed Day. And again
Thou art as the bountiful clouds raining from above the hills,
mountains, deserts, rugged grounds and lowlands. Thus, it is
vibrated, revived and verdant from this bounty.

At other times, Thou art as the infinite ocean whose abound-
ing grace hath flooded all creation, in such wise that the bil-
lowing waves thereof have cast upon the sands their shining
pearls Whereas the billows of this rising ocean, casteth the
brilliant precious gems and the brilliant maidens, rather the
unique inerrant on the shores of the hearts and souls. This is a
brilliant proof and bounty favored upon all creation. He is the
All-Glorious that hath manifesteth the attribute of Generosity
upon the Point of Existence.
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To: Jinab Nun Za, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Threshold of God! Be not sorrowful, be not
grief-stricken. Take up the cup of bounty at the glad-tidings
of the Most Great Unity and drink the wine of joy. Become

intoxicated, become enraptured, become exhilarated, become
gladdened.

The grace is mighty, the favor all-embracing. The lights of di-
vine gifts are shining and the radiance of bestowals is gleaming.
The spring of life is flowing and the fountain of bounty is gush-
ing forth and streaming. The lamp of guidance is alight and
the courts of hearts are the envy of rose-gardens and meadows.

The Most Great Name is manifest throughout the kingdom of
earth and heaven, and the Ancient Beauty is outpouring from
the realm of divine presence. From the musk-laden breeze of
the garden of the Covenant the horizons are perfumed, and
from the lights of dawning the East and West are illumined.

Yet the one afflicted with a cold is deprived, the blind one
remains in thick veils, and the deaf one in grievous torment.
Soon will the light of the Covenant cast its brilliant rays upon
all regions and the Sun of the Testament shed its radiance upon
East and West.

Every bat will flee from the life-bestowing sun and every dung
beetle will shun the holy fragrances. The noble worm hath a
mighty adversary in the manifest light, and the glowing flame
is a great calamity for the thief of the dark night. The song of
the nightingale of the garden is abhorrent to crow and raven,
and the melody of the birds of sanctity is detested by the ravens
of refuse heaps and ash pits.

i Therefore render thou thanks that these lights became the

brightening of thine insight and these fragrances the scent of
the garment of Joseph of the Egypt of Oneness and this honey
the sweetness of thy taste and this melody the call to the King-
dom. And upon thee be glory.
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To: Baha’is of Adharbayjan, in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1900 or <

O ye beloved of the Lord! Now is the time for sacrifice, now is
the hour of dancing with joy. Now is the time of eternal life,
now is the hour of the appearance of the All Merciful. This is
the day of God’s Covenant, the moment when the Daystar of
the world spreads forth its rays. The Fountain of Life is over-
flowing and the breeze of His bountiful munificence doth blow
on every side. The candle of guidance hath been lit and the
Sun of Eternity sheds forth its radiance across flower-spangled
meadows. The Holy Spirit hath come to our aid and the Spirit
of Faithfulness hath unsealed the significances of the Glorious
Book. The essence of every revealed word lies within His De-
cisive Decree. The pages of the Preserved Tablet, even as the
Outspread Roll, hath today been uncovered and the realm of
being reflecteth that which hath been revealed in the Perspicu-
ous Book. Hearken then with attentive ears that thou mayest
perceive these mysteries in the Realm of Glory.

Behold, then, before you the effulgence of the Most Exalted
Friend. Although the Greatest Name hath passed on to the
Invisible Realm, although the Daystar of the Ancient Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for the dust of His Threshold, hath
set on the horizon of this contingent world, yet the bounties
emanating from His presence are around us ever more and the
waters of His grace are constantly poured forth. The gates of
His mercy are wide open and the cup of His bounty brimmeth
over. His blessed tree is laden, and His sacred orchard replete
with fruits. The Holy Spirit sendeth forth His inspiration, and
the Angel Gabriel doth proffer us His aid.

O ye beloved ones of mine, set then your hearts on His favours,
and open up your eyes in order to behold His bounties. Sorrow
not and nor be ye ever grieved.

It is hoped that in all gatherings wherein you are intimate
with his honor Ibn-i-Abhar, the morn of hope may shine and
the lights of divine favors may gleam from the Abha Kingdom.
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To: Nimatullah son of Akhund et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual friends! The Sun of Truth is arrayed in the gar-
ments of the unseen and the veil of concealment, yet its ra-
diance encompasses all horizons from every direction. Now a
dark cloud has arisen that has become a veil to the radiance
of the Covenant and cast the horizons into utter darkness.

This cloud has ever been a veil and covering, and in all dis-
pensations has caused the dispersion of the gathering of the
friends and removed the glory of the Cause from their midst.
This is not a new matter that should cause doubts or give rise
to misgivings. “Have they not traveled in the land and seen
what was the end of those who denied?” And “If they deny
thee...”

Now some, despite being aware of the mystery of this pride,
overlook it and raise objections and express doubts. And all
know that the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones) explicitly commanded all, even the leader of
the negligent ones, to be obedient.
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To: Sarih Naraqi
Date: 1900 or <

O thou handmaiden of God! Thy letter was received and the
contents were noted. It was a supplication and a prayer; it was
remembrance and praise! In this day, the most exalted of men
are utterly oblivious of the truth, yet thou hast recognized it.
The learned amongst the peoples and nations are blind, yet
thou art of a keen sight and hast been awakened. The mighty
ones have become the frailest amongst the feeble, the powerful
ones have turned into weak creatures; and the handmaidens
of the Lord have become the valiant heroes of the field. What
favor and tender mercy this is, such priceless bounty and grace.
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2 Praised be the Self-Subsisting Lord, Who through the recogni-
tion of His Faith caused women to become the pride of all men,
and through the power of faith led them to triumph over the
fearless warriors of the field. He endowed her with an eloquent
speech, conferred upon her a mighty utterance, and bestowed
on her an enlightened heart and an inspired soul. He granted
her a life filled with tidings of joy, and bestowed upon her a
crystal pure and radiant conscience. All grace and bounty and
favor are His, upon all peoples.

3 ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey thou on my behalf the Abha greetings to the maidser-
vants of the Merciful, Zahra, Fatimih, and Radiyyih; and also
present longing greetings on my behalf to Jinab-i-Salil ‘Ali Ak-
bar as well as to Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad, and tell him: Sorrow
not and let nothing grieve thee. The Ancient Beauty (may my
life be offered up for His loved ones) was exiled from His home-
land and cities; now if you and I be also cast out, no harm
will be done, for we shall then be walking in the ways of the
Beloved, and will taste of the cup of His woes. Glory be upon
thee.
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AB03280

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1900 or <

The scintillating melody of the Phoenix of the Lord’s kindled
Fire rejoiced the hearts and revived the soul, for it told of [his]
attraction to the divine fragrances and brought tidings of the
fire ignited in [his] heart. This is God’s confirmation and His
Praised be God that you have been and are at
all times occupied with spreading the divine fragrances, and
strive with heart and soul to serve the Cause of God. This
Servant prays night and day at the blessed Threshold, with
great humbleness and devotion, asking that He may, day by
day, confirm you with new confirmations, so that the fire of the
love of God may flare up anew in those regions and especially
among the tribes and kindreds of the surrounding areas. This
matter is very important. It must be achieved through your
endeavours, so that some from among the pure-hearted may

assistance.
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enter into the ancient Faith of God and become attracted by
the fragrances of holiness.

This Servant longs at all times to write letters to the friends
of God, but He is occupied to such a degree that it cannot be
described; you observe but from a distance. Yet, I am confident
and secure in the confirmations of the Ancient Beauty from the
Abha Kingdom. Therefore, apologize to the friends of God and
assure them that I do not fail to ask for confirmations for the
righteous at the sacred Threshold. I hope that its resplendent
results will become manifest. Glory be upon thee and upon
whosoever is steadfast in the Covenant.
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Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my Lord, and my Support! In Thee do I place my
trust and reliance. To the cord of Thy bounty do I cling, and
to the gate of Thy oneness do I turn in supplication. By the
holy fragrances is my heart quickened, and through the attrac-
tions of Thy beauty of oneness is my heart enraptured. By the
lights shining from the horizon of Thy singleness is my spirit
made joyful, and by the breezes wafting from the direction of
Thy grace is my being stirred. Through the manifestations of
Thy Kingdom of mercy is my essence revived, and through the
confirmations of the Supreme Concourse is my triumph and
the exaltation of Thy Word achieved. Through the divine con-
firmations of Thy most glorious Kingdom is my victory and the
soaring of my resolve attained. Through Thy love is my salva-
tion, through knowing Thee is my life, through Thy support is
my steadfastness, through the outpouring of the clouds of Thy
generosity is my thirst quenched, through the pure water from
the fountain of Thy grace is my burning allayed, and through
the remedy of Thy wisdom is my illness cured.

O my God, my God! Disappoint not my hopes, and look not
upon my deeds and my sorry state, my utter abasement, my
severe deprivation, and my many transgressions. Treat me,
O my God, in a manner befitting Thy supreme majesty, and
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treat me not in a manner befitting my lowliness, poverty and
helplessness.

O my God, my God! All eyes are turned expectantly toward
the descent of Thy gifts. O my God, my God! All hearts await
the appearance of the lights of Thy loving-kindness. Therefore
strengthen my loins with Thy power that prevails over all cre-
ated things, fortify my back with Thy might that dominates all
contingent beings, illumine my sight with Thy brilliant lights
that shine from the dawning-place of Thy words, expand my
breast through Thy manifest signs from the daysprings of Thy
revelation, strengthen my hosts through Thy banners raised
upon the hills of the hearts of holy realities that speak forth in
the earth and heavens. Verily Thou art powerful to do what
Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Strong, the Mighty, the
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Date: 1900 or <

This servant of the Ancient Beauty met with the honorable
descendant who arrived. Through the grace and gift of the
Greatest Name, we hope that through the breaths of God’s
love, the foul odor of that Yahya who is dead forever will be
removed from the land of Jeddah, and in that light the traces
of the Ancient Beauty will become manifest. The darkness of
Covenant-breaking will vanish, the Sun of the Covenant will
shine, the breeze from the gardens of oneness will blow, the
spiritual spring will appear, and the Holy Spirit will breathe
its fragrance.

> O Lord! This is a servant who has been set aflame by the fire
of Thy love in Thy verses, and has been gladdened by the ap-
pearance of Thy Word from the Dawning Place of Thy oneness,
and has been illumined by the Sun of Beauty in the heaven of
Thy most glorious Kingdom, and has been honored to appear
before Thy mighty Lordship, and has heard the call and be-
held the Source of the Book and has inhaled the fragrances of
revelation and has prostrated before the Lord of Lords while
standing in love. O Lord! Assist him with Thy confirmation
and aid him with Thy assistance and send down upon him
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Thy mercy and quicken him with the breaths from the gar-
den of Thy unity. O Lord! Make his son successful in what
Thou lovest and art pleased with, and cause him to hear Thy
counsels which the Concourse on High heard, and make him
aware of what is best for him in the next world and this world.
Strengthen him through Thy help and Thy voice, O Thou the
Possessor of bounty and transcendence, and prepare his way,
O my Most Exalted Lord, and make his path easy, O my Most
Glorious Beloved. Protect him within the protection of Thy
safekeeping from the arrows of tribulation and guard him be-
neath the glances of Thy protection and favors, O Thou the
Self-Subsisting One of earth and heaven. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.
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Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends and spiritual companions! Open your eyes
to the Most Glorious Horizon and turn your attention to the
Supreme Concourse. Enter the sacred sanctuary and gather
the fruits of sanctification from the garden of divine unity. You
are the verses of creation of the Manifest Beauty and the bril-
liant signs of the Great Announcement. Become brightly-lit
lamps and resplendent stars in the horizon of the love of the
Forgiving Lord. Become birds in the meadow of truth and
nightingales in the rose garden of oneness.

The grace and bounty of the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones) has encompassed all horizons,
especially you who are saplings planted by the hand of provi-
dence and nurtured in the stream of oneness. You have grown
by the breezes of mercy and been refreshed by the outpourings
of the cloud of generosity and nourished by the dewdrops of
grace and compassion.

Therefore, in gratitude for these favors, don the garments of
sanctification and place the crown of detachment upon your
heads. If you wish to drink wine, become intoxicated with the
wine of the love of God, and if you seek joy and delight, arrange
gatherings with the melodies from the holy gardens. Conduct
yourselves in such a way that minds are astonished and souls
are attracted.
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You are the manifestations of the signs of unity and the
dawning-places of the lights of the favors of the Glorious
Lord. These manifestations and dawning-places must be in
the utmost brilliance and radiance. The Blessed Beauty was
intoxicated with the wine of tribulation, not the cup of worldly
pleasure. Now we must show faithfulness, seek the cup of
tribulation, and make our breasts the target for the arrows of
oppression.
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AB03297

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who wanderest in the wilderness of thoughts seeking
to discover the mystery of mysteries! The veils have been rent
asunder, the tatters torn away, and the dark gloom hath been
dispelled by the dawning light of morn. The covering hath
been removed, the luminous countenance hath appeared, and
His radiant brow hath shone forth with the light of bounty.
The signs have spread abroad, the mysteries been disclosed,
the lights have encompassed all, the breezes of dawn have
wafted, the fragrances of flowers have been diffused, the trees
have grown green, the lights have varied in hue, the fruits have
ripened, the seas have surged, the rivers have flowed, the gar-
dens have been adorned, the pools have overflowed, the groves
have been beautified, the nightingales of joy have warbled and
the doves of holiness have cooed “Glory and sanctity to Him
Who revealed Himself on Sinai, the Source of Light, the Lord
of Manifestation, the Lord of the angels and the Spirit!”

O thou who wanderest in the wilderness of signs and swimmest
in the seas of mysteries! How canst thou be perplexed when
thou art like a fish in the depths of this sweet and flowing
sea? By thy life! If for a moment thou wouldst turn thy gaze
toward the Kingdom of God from which the gates have been
opened, the glad-tidings of the Glorious Lord would seize thee
and the melodies of that matchless Garden would attract thee
with such power that thou wouldst rend thy garments and
tatters, cast off all restraint, and cry out: “Hasten to witness
the Unseen made manifest! Hasten to the water that hath been
poured forth! Hasten to the support that hath been granted!
Hasten to the glorious station beneath this raised standard and
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under this outstretched shade!” And the glory be upon thee
and upon all who have heard, seen, understood and attained
their goal on this promised Day. And the mercy of God and
His blessings.
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To: Siyyid Ali Muhammad, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and Testament of God!
When like the true dawn the rays of the Sun of the East spread
across the horizons, a new messenger arrived bringing news of
the martyrdom of that brilliant star, that piercing meteor, his
honor Sadiq. “By the Star when it falls!” Consider the last
letter written to him, wherein nine qualities were inscribed -
among them an allusion to martyrdom, including this Turkish
verse:

He who sacrifices his life for the Beloved

Becomes the king of martyrs

“Think not of those who are slain in God’s way as dead. Nay,
they are living! With their Lord they have provision.”

In any case, that nightingale took flight from this realm and
with the wings of supreme martyrdom winged its way to the
nest of the Abha Kingdom. That arrow’s whistle became the
cause of flight, and that wound became a balm to that yearn-
ing heart. That prisoner of separation and deprivation found
a place in the presence of the Lord, and that one consumed
by the fire of parting gained entry to the pavilion of the Lord
of the Covenant. He was a believer in the Primal Point and
was assured of the Ancient Beauty. He was intoxicated from
the cup of the Covenant and tasted sweet honey from the Tes-
tament. His face was illumined by the light of the Covenant,
and until his final breath he yearned for arrow and sword in
the path of that glorious Beauty. How excellent is the station
of the martyrs! It is hoped from the favor of the Glorious Lord
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that all may attain this goodly end. And the Glory be upon
thee!

AB03440

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O wanderer of mountain and desert in the path of the Most Glo-
rious Beauty! Multiple letters were sent. It is hoped through
the grace of the Blessed Beauty that you have brightened your
eyes with their perusal. Out of wisdom it was written that
after your release you should not delay but proceed directly to
the intended land.

Now according to recent reports that have arrived, the land
of the Caucasus has great potential but there are few travel-
ing teachers, and the teacher must know the Turkish language.
Since these conditions are combined in your person, it is nec-
essary that you remain in those regions for a time, engaged in
teaching the Cause of God with utmost warmth and spiritual
joy. This matter is very important. You must certainly, most
certainly, exert your utmost capacity. Do not seek permanent
residence in those regions, but be like the morning breezes in
your passage. And the Glory be upon you and upon all who
spread the religion of God.

Your hardships in this journey were many and the difficulties
countless. This is also necessary and I am and have been aware
of all the trials. Rest and comfort and pleasure are forbidden to
us after the ascension of the Blessed Beauty. We must spend all
our time in the utmost difficulty and hardship and tribulation
and exhaustion and pain. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB03436

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Ishqabad

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art wandering in the wilderness of the love of
God! Thou hast drunk from the living waters and tasted the
honey of mystical knowledge of the Merciful Beauty, and hast
reached the dwelling-place of the peerless Beloved, and like
the bright morn hast dawned from the dayspring of the love
of God. Thou hast been gathered beneath the shade of the
Divine Word and hast shone forth in the realm of existence
with the praised light. In gratitude for this bounty, thou must
sacrifice thy soul and heart for the Merciful Beauty and offer
thy head and neck to the kind Beloved. Strive to spread the
divine fragrances and surge like a billowing ocean, and like the
true dawn rise from the horizon of east and west. O Haydar!
Haydar is one of the names of the lion, so like a lion in the
jungle of faithfulness, in those hills and mountains raise such
a cry that this mighty roar of the lion of the den may reach
the gardens and meadows of the manifest Kingdom, and the
hosts of the Supreme Concourse may assist and the tribe of
near angels may grant victory. Every occupation and endeavor
ultimately leads to manifest loss except this great matter and
noble Cause by which the horizon of existence is illumined and
by whose sweet fragrance the corners of the world are perfumed.
And glory be upon the people of Glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Note the enclosed letter. They have complained about your
departure from Isku. Henceforth carry out whatever is appro-
priate.
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To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Shiraz

Date: 1900 or <

O Munir! Luminous bodies are divided into several types. One s~ & fv.dl..ﬁ fwa L, O ;u e )

has a dark and gloomy body but borrows light from another,
like the orb of the moon which is dark in itself but acquires
light from the sun. Another type is luminous and radiant in
itself, like the orb of the sun which is inherently bright and
world-illuminating, yet its body is other than its light and its
light other than its body, though the body necessitates the light
and the light is inseparable from the body in such a way that
separation is only possible in conception - like essence which
is other than existence but necessitates it. The third type of
luminous bodies is pure light itself, where its body is identical
with its light and its light identical with its body - essence is
identical with existence and existence identical with essence.

Therefore O Munir, become pure love of God and sheer bounty
of God. Be the dust of the path of the friends and servant at
the threshold of the truthful ones. Hence, whatever you have in
mind regarding the preparation of a place, residence and shel-
ter for those who seek the Most Great Sanctuary is accepted,
and your reward is with God. And greetings, praise, glory and
splendor be upon all the loved ones whose feet are firm in God’s
Covenant, who were enkindled - nay, consumed - by the fire
kindled in the Tree of Sinai, and who are occupied with pro-
moting the remembrance and awakening the slumbering ones
to the Cause of God.
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AB03503

To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O memorial of that Essence of Guidance! At all times and
under all conditions you have been and are in my thoughts,
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and from the Court of the Ancient Beauty I beseech confirma-
tion and success, that you may be assisted in promoting the
servitude of this servant.

O steadfast one! The condition of steadfastness is following in
all things - that is, whatever I say, you must say, and whatever
I promote, you must promote, and whatever I believe, you must
believe. And this is that I am a servant at the Sacred Thresh-
old, and like the truthful ones I am established in servitude. I
have no desire in my head save the desire for pure servitude,
and no wish in my heart save absolute thralldom. The utmost
height of my glory is humility at the Sacred Threshold, and
my highest exaltation is supplication at the Court of Oneness.
From a cup of His ocean of favors I am intoxicated, and at the
feast of His servitude I hold the chalice. This is my greatest
glory and honor, and my ultimate hope and the extremity of
my desire, and the essence of my aspiration and the reality of
my purpose and aim. And glory be upon all who hold fast to
this mighty cord and believe in this belief which is the sure
handle between the worlds.

Don your pilgrim garb for the Ka’bah of the intended goal and
turn your face to the circumambulation point of the Supreme
Concourse, for you have permission. Therefore rejoice at this
greatest glad-tidings.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt
Date: 1900 or <

O Thou Glory of the Most Glorious! T have wakened on this
Naw-Ruz morning to find the lights of Thy holiness gleaming
from all regions, the verses of Thy unity recited by the tongues
of all things, and the tokens of Thy singleness evident in the
scroll of the Book of Creation. Blessed is he who chanteth them
in such accents as to fill with ecstasy the Concourse on high,
and to reach the ears of the dwellers of the Abha Kingdom.
Glorified then be my Lord, the Most High!
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When, O my God, I had taken my station facing the Spot
around which circle those that are nigh unto Thee, lo, there
was before me a written letter, a guarded tablet, and an out-
spread roll containing cogent proofs, clear testimonies and lu-
cid evidences in refutation of one who had striven to repudiate
Thy truth.

O God! Assist Thou its author through the confirmations of
Thine Abha Kingdom; strengthen his loins by Thine almighty
power; cause him to utter Thy praises in great assemblies; and
make him Thy most mighty sign, a compelling proof in vindica-
tion of Thy Cause among all peoples, a resplendent sign in the
world of creation, a standard raised above the pavilions of sub-
limest glory, a matchless pearl and a peerless jewel glittering
in the diadem of loftiness.

O my Lord! Hlumine his countenance with the lights shining
from the Abha Kingdom, and the rays dawning from the Most
Exalted Horizon, inasmuch as he hath served Thy Cause, pub-
lished Thy testimony, manifested Thine evidence, elucidated
Thy path, and adorned the leaves of utterance with the verses
of Thy unity. Thou, verily, art the Bestower, the Compassion-
ate.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

Praise be to God that thou hast been made alive and fresh by
the breeze from the gardens of truth in the Abha Kingdom,
and hast attained to a boundless spirit from the sweet breaths
of the Concourse on High, and hast become intoxicated and
enraptured from the wine of the love of God, and hast illumined
thine eyes by witnessing the signs of divine unity.

Having crossed deserts and traversed seas, thou hast reached
the blessed spot, the sacred valley of Tuva in the holy land, the
Valley of Security at the Sinai of divine manifestation. Thou
didst attain the presence of the Most Exalted Threshold, cir-
cumambulated the gathering place of the Concourse on High,
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found new life, attained a boundless spirit, and became a new
creation.

Now, with heavenly confirmation, celestial power, Christ-like
spirit, Meccan victories, divine glad-tidings, lordly signs, with
face aglow and heart aflame with the fire of God’s love, with
banner raised and sword of utterance unsheathed, with elo-
quent speech and powerful words, set out for the divine re-
gions and become a herald of servitude to this Baha’i servant,
a bearer of glad tidings of the divine Covenant and promoter
of God’s testament and promise.

5 By the life of God, the Holy Spirit will breathe into thy mouth,
the Spirit of Truth will inspire thy heart, the Mighty Force will
be at thy right hand, and the One of Supreme Power will hasten
at thy left.
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To: Mirza Husayn brother of Aqa Mirza Ali Akbar
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! In all matters, take recourse
in the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting and rely upon the All-
Loving Lord. Until the human heart places its trust in God, it
will not find rest and tranquility.

Yes, striving and endeavor, effort and exertion are necessary
and obligatory, while negligence and laxity are blameworthy
and reproachable. Indeed, one must not be idle for a moment
day and night, nor let a minute slip away. Rather, like all other
created things, one must be engaged in work day and night, and
like the sun, moon, stars, elements and all contingent beings,
one must persist in service.

However, one must rely on divine confirmations and place one’s
trust and dependence on heavenly bounties, for if the outpour-
ing of truth does not reach us and divine aid and favor do not
encompass us, effort will yield no fruit and striving will give
no result. Similarly, until one holds fast to means and clings
to instruments, no fruit will be obtained. God has refused to
cause things to flow except through their means, and We have
appointed for all things a cause.
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O Lord! Open unto him the gates of bounty, grant him comfort
and prosperity, transform his hardship into ease, and make
what is difficult simple for him. O Thou of mighty favors!
Verily, Thou art the Generous Bestower.
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AB03478

Date: 1900 or <

O thou, who art enraptured by the True Beloved and art a
lover of the Divine Beauty! The children of men, who exist
in this visible world, each and every one sighed and bewailed,
and lamented by day and by night thinking that they were
enamoured with a thousand true beloved ones and filled with
the ecstasy of the beauty of Layla. At one time, they would
be beset with heart-consuming sighs. At another time they
would raise lamentations early at daybreak full of anguish and
sorrow. And yet another time they would be with eyes full
of tears, a consumed heart, and a concealed grief, like unto a
blazing candle glowing with the flaming fire.

When that playful Beloved, with perfect coyness and allure-
ment, was manifest in the rose-garden of revelation, like unto
the laughing, hundred-petaled rose, the ones that call them-
selves lovers, each and every one of them followed their own
idle fancies. Some were bereft of discernment and insight and
wrapt in the veils of vain imaginings. Others mistook the black
weed for the beauteous rose. And yet others imagined the
blameworthy and poisonous infernal tree to be the peerless
cypress. Some regarded the colocynth as the Blessed Tree. In
short, they all fell into the gloomy pit of doubts and were veiled
from and deprived of the lofty Moon of divine bounties and the
King upon the throne of His favours.

But ye have become the bewildered lovers of this sweet Beloved
and intoxicated with the wine of the banquet of divine favours.
One should thank God and offer praises at His Threshold. May
your hearts rejoice and your souls be free.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Thy letter
arrived and I became aware of thy acceptance and attention.
Consider how the Driver of Providence caused thee to journey
through wilderness and seas until thou didst reach Batum and
become aware of the Cause of the Living, the Self-Subsisting.
Thou wert delivered from the darkness of clouds and beheld
the lights of the known Star. Thou didst pass beyond the mi-
rage of vain imaginings and arrived at the shore of the ocean of
certitude and knowledge. Thine eyes were illumined by witness-
ing the greatest signs and thy heart became the envy of rose
garden and meadow through the fragrances of the All-Merciful.
This is a gift with which nothing on earth can compare. That
is from God’s grace which He bestoweth on whomsoever He
willeth, and God is the possessor of great bounty.

In any case, since the flame of the Mount and ray of light hath
shone upon that yearning heart, like unto Moses thou must
say “Verily I perceive a fire” and day by day draw nearer to
that divine kindled fire, so that praiseworthy fruit may appear
from the tree of being and heavenly effulgences may become
manifest and apparent from the illumined heart. Outwardly
remain engaged in the same work as before, but keep in view
the teaching of the Cause and strive with consummate wisdom
to promote the religion of God. Some time passed before thy
letter arrived and upon its receipt this reply was written. And
upon thee be Glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the service of His Cause!
Letters from Azerbaijan, Qazvin and Tehran arrived and I be-
came aware of their meanings and informed of events. From
the glad tidings and enkindlement of the friends of God and
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their striving and effort to exalt the Word of God, the utmost
joy and delight was obtained.

Assuredly the pure Turkish friends were like the flame of Paran
in their attraction to the Beauty of the All-Merciful, such that
your honor became pleased and praised them. And in truth,
since the Ascension all those regions are advancing and devel-
oping day by day, and have taken the lead and surpassed other
areas, and have brought honor to the Turks, even the Tatars of
the Qipchaq steppes and the Mongols of the deserts of Cathay
and Khotan.

We hope that the famous tradition “We must needs have Azer-
baijan” will be fulfilled and the lights of the Sun of Truth will
shine forth and become manifest from all corners and directions
of that country in a short time. The people of that land in-
herently possess a strange capacity, and the heat and intense
attraction, the substance of enkindlement, exists in their re-
ality to the utmost degree, and movement and vibration are
renowned to the extreme in their essence and are requirements
of their nature and characteristics of their clay.

What is needed is the conduct of the friends and the manner
and behavior and excellence of speech and the sanctification
and consecration of the divine friends. We hope that confirma-
tion will arrive from the Most Glorious Kingdom.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of the gardens of
the Covenant! By God the True One, verily the glad tidings
of the Supreme Concourse encompass thee from all directions,
and the joyous news of the Most Glorious Kingdom reaches
thee from every quarter. Hosts that ye see not shall assist
thee, and armies of the confirmations of Baha shall aid thee
with utmost power. Soon shall thy face shine forth in the
horizon on high and radiate with the lights of the gift whose
rays have gleamed in the hearts of the chosen ones.

Upon thee be the duty to arise with me in servitude at His
Most Exalted Sacred Threshold, and in lowliness, submissive-
ness, helplessness and supplication with me at the court of His
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Grandeur. By God the True One, verily servitude at that Sa-
cred Threshold is more glorious than crowns, and bondage in
that Court is more exalted than the diadems of kings. Upon
thee be the spreading of the fragrances, upon thee be the wit-
nessing of manifest signs, and upon thee be the establishment
of the conclusive proof.

Convey greetings and praise to their eminences the brothers
and the sons of brothers. We beseech God to aid them to exalt
the Word of God, spread the traces of God, and perfume the
horizons with the sweet fragrance of the Covenant.

And whatever is besides this glorious station neither nourishes
nor avails anything of truth, as God, blessed and exalted be
He, hath said: “Like a mirage in the desert, which the thirsty
one supposeth to be water, until when he cometh unto it he
findeth it to be nothing.” And the Glory be upon thee.
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To: Baha’is of Bahmanmir, in Bahnamir
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the Ancient Beauty! This age is the age of attrac-
tion, and this century is the century of the Lord of Lords. East
and West are in tumult and ferment, and South and North are
filled with passion and zeal. The contingent world is advancing
and the universe is in eternal growth and development. The
horizons, like a suckling babe, are being nurtured at the breast
of grace, and the world, like a newly-planted sapling in the
embrace of the universe, through the downpouring of the rain
of bounty, is attaining freshness and delicacy and growth and
development. The more effort is expended, the more bounty
will be received, and the more one ascends, the more progress
will be achieved in all directions. Therefore, O friends of the
Ancient Beauty and O fellow-citizens of the Greatest Name,
strive that you may make tremendous progress in all ranks,
both spiritual and material. The assistance and grace of the
Divine Unity is with us.

O God! These are servants who are related to Thy Beauty and
whom Thou hast taken under the shadow of the wing of the
Phoenix of the Orient of Thy Oneness. Aid them in all affairs
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and conditions to progress gradually in the paths of knowledge,
virtue and perfection, and make them manifestations of boun-
ties and dawning-places of beneficence in all things among the
signs of Thy power in the contingent world. Verily, Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.
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To: Mulla Valiyullah, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <
O Friend of God! SHlds ¢

The Bestower of Names and True Giver established your name
as Valiyu’llah (Friend of God) and designated your attribute as
Habibu’llah (Beloved of God). Therefore, through the power
of this blessed name and the guidance of that characteristic
and attribute pointing to the love of the Incomparable Ancient
Beauty, step into the field of “they strive in the path of God,”
so that you may journey and move from the Sacred Mosque of
patience and tranquility to the Far Mosque of “verily God loves
those who strive,” and witness the Most Great Sign of God, and
observe the station of “then drew nigh and approached till he
was at the distance of two bows’ length or even nearer.”

And in this Most Great Cycle, striving means spreading the
divine fragrances and promoting the Cause of the Word of
God. If you seek heavenly assistance, join the spiritual army
and become a leader and breaker of ranks through the power
of utterance, the might of explanation, the vision of witnessing,
the weapon of righteousness, and the confirmation of the hosts
of the Abha Kingdom, so that you may see the power of the
unseen forces and witness the might of the Concourse on High,
and observe the conquest of the cities and villages of hearts
and behold the capturing of the fortresses and strongholds of
souls.

And glory be upon you and upon all who strive to spread the
divine fragrances.
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To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the All-Merciful and companions of the Lord! The
world is the arena for the horsemen of truth and the battlefield
for the hosts of the Kingdom of the King of Oneness, that they
may break the mighty ranks of misguidance and repel the as-
sault of ignorance, and that the hosts of light may attack with
piercing flames and vanquish the armies of darkest night, and
that the luminosity of the Greatest Guidance may make the
arena of the universe the envy of the radiant heavens, and that
the might and power of the Lord’s light may utterly destroy
the force and dominion of the evil ones.

Now a group of reed-riders are prancing in the arena and have
raised an uproar in the vast plain of the universe. They yearn
for dominion and dream of conquering fortresses and realms.

Alas! Alas!

O royal riders in the arena of divine unity and O victorious
army of the realm of detachment! You are supported by the
hosts of the Abha Kingdom and aided by the cohorts of the an-
gels of the Supreme Concourse. Make an effort! Gallop forth
in this arena! Cast forth the ball and strike it with the polo
mallet! Attack with the sword of detachment from all save
God and the spear of turning toward God and the blade of
utterance and the arrow of exposition, until darkness is com-
pletely banished from the horizons and the dark world becomes
illumined.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm and steadfast in the Covenant of the All-
Merciful! What thou hadst written was noted. From its heart-
attracting contents, the hearts of those who are firm obtained
endless spirit and fragrance, and from its sweet meanings the
taste of the spiritual ones became sweet.
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Glory be to God! That pure heart in the city of Love and these
hearts in the prison fortress - what a mighty connection exists
between them and what an ancient fellowship is manifest and
evident!

For the pure spirits who are firm in the Covenant are today the
hosts arrayed in the Abha Kingdom. They are one type of life-
giving army and one rank of the hosts of salvation. They cause
the parties of the wavering ones to flee the field and return the
scattered leaves of doubts to their owners.

They are not deceived by mention of this wronged one’s name
with reverence, and from complaints about the friends who
are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament they
understand that this is a pretext and the real target is someone
else. They are so perceptive, intelligent and insightful that
from publications and resort to ambiguous verses they perceive
that the purpose is to cast doubts and cause wavering in the
Covenant and Testament.

In any case, two letters are enclosed - deliver them to their
owners. And upon thee be glory, and upon all who are firm
and steadfast in God’s Covenant.
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To: Mulla Ghulam-Rida, in Jasb
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrant breaths of loving-
kindness!

Discover thou the mystery of God, and the secret of the All-
Merciful, in the mirror of truth and the sea of servitude, and
behold thou the world-enkindling ray of eminence and salvation
in the dawning-place of thraldom and humility at the threshold
of Almighty God. In the contingent world, even unto the very
acme of the Placeless, loftiness, advancement and exaltation
are impossible save on the wings of servitude; while nearness
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to the Holy Presence is unattainable unless the pinions of thral-
dom be unfurled.

Know therefore that the highest hope of this wingless bird is
to soar in the apex of servitude, not that of freedom; to fly
in the nadir of thraldom, not the apogee of lordship. To the
extent therefore that thou art able, do thou denote me by this
attribute and extol me by this description, that mine heart may
be cheered, and my soul be wedded to happiness. The Ancient
Beauty is the Most Great Name, may my life be a sacrifice to
his loved ones. Upon the brow of this servant, the crown of
servitude is preferable to the diadem of lordship, for this hath
ever been, and is now, my pride and glory. ‘Ayn ‘Ayn.

Convey unto Najl-i-Sa’id, his consort, the consort of Najl-i-
Sa’id, and all the friends, the most wondrous and all-glorious
greeting; and I cherish the hope that all may remain steadfast
and abiding upon the Straight Path.
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AB03872

To: Ahmad son of Abu’l-Qasim, in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art cheered by the fire of the love of God! O
what longing for that Face by which the Kingdom of earth and
heaven is illumined! O what thirst for that cool water from the
mouth of the Beloved whose beauty hath appeared and whose
majesty hath been manifested beneath the shadows of verses!

O my Lord! Thou hast left me alone and solitary amidst
the masses who assail Thy wondrous Cause with the power
of doubts. O my Lord! Be kind and have mercy upon my
weakness and powerlessness, and assist me in all conditions.

O Lord! Though we are weak ants, make us radiant moons.
Though we are lowly gnats, make us majestic kings. We are
fallen into a pit - make us the Joseph of Egypt. We are helpless
- make us mighty in this age. We are needy and desperate -
make us rich and prosperous. We desire none but Thee and
seek none but Thee.
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O my beloved dear friend! The accepted servant at the court of
the One becomes self-sacrificing, becomes a sacrifice to the true
Beloved, whose soul’s desire becomes nearness to the Beloved,
becomes manly, becomes wise, becomes fearless, becomes ac-
tive, becomes clean and pure from every contamination. Be
of Husayn’s temperament, pass beyond fear and hope for the
sake of one life, Enter the Karbila of love manfully, manfully.

5 My Lord! Forgive the root of this servant and the branch
of this offshoot, and cause him to enter the garden of Thy
good-pleasure and the meadows of Thy pardon and forgiveness.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the All-Forgiving.
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AB03602

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my God! Thou beholdest me supplicating unto
the heaven of the glory of Thy mercy, imploring at the exalted
height of Thy lordship, beseeching at the threshold of the holi-
ness of Thy divinity, and hoping in the presence of the might
of Thy singleness, that Thou mayest assist Thy servant who
hath called upon Thee with the inmost depths of his heart,
in the hiddenness of his secret and the openness of his utter-
ance, seeking Thy good-pleasure, yearning for Thy satisfaction,
ablaze with the fire of Thy love, illumined by the light of Thy
knowledge, surging like the seas in Thy remembrance, and bil-
lowing like the swelling and overflowing deep in Thy praise,
at the time when he pressed his brow upon the dust of Thy
holy Presence, rubbed his face in the earth of the threshold
of intimacy with Thee, brightened his eyes through behold-
ing Thy signs, perfumed his nostrils with the fragrances that
breathed from the Blessed Spot, and revived his spirit through
the breezes that were wafted from the sacred garden.

And he returned from Thee unto Thee, put his trust in Thee,
and entreated before Thee that Thou wouldst aid him, upon his
return, to raise aloft the banner of Thy divinity in the highest
climes, to spread the sails of Thy Cause upon the ships of
salvation, and to strive with utter striving and mighty endeavor
for the shining forth of Thy lights from the dayspring of created
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things and for the diffusion of Thy Most Exalted Word among
mankind.

O Lord! Prepare for him guidance in all his affairs, make easy
for him that which is pleasing and desired, cause his tongue
to speak Thy praise, inspire his heart with Thy mysteries de-
posited within the realities of all things, and make him a ban-
ner among Thy banners, a sign among Thy signs, a meaning
among the meanings of Thy written Book, and a secret among
Thy secrets in the outspread scroll and the preserved Tablet.
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AB03642

To: Ali Akbar Afshar, in Port Said
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Court of the Most Glorious Beauty! Whatever
you seek, you will find naught but the sign of the Ancient Grace,
and whatever path you tread, you will traverse none but the
field of servitude to the Most Great Name - may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones. This servitude is the manifest
morn and the brilliant light and honeycomb. The eyes of the
spiritual ones are illumined by it, and it is honey and sugar to
the palate of the merciful ones. For the celestial beings it is
living water, and for the divine ones it is the spring of Tasnim.
For the afflicted it is healing, and for the wounded it is balm
for arrow and spear wounds. For the hopeless it is the dawn of
hope, and for the grief-stricken it is intense joy. I swear by the
Divine Unity that the sweetness of servitude at the threshold
of the Most Glorious Beauty has made sweet the taste of the
dwellers of the Supreme Concourse. Therefore with this call
must the palate of the servant of Baha be made sweet and
sugary. Every other title is bitter.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O nightingale of the garden, wing your flight to the sacred
court, and O chameleon, turn like the sun toward the illu-
mined shrine. O you who thirst for the pure waters of pilgrim-
age to the sacred threshold, hasten to the spring that is the
circling-place of the Supreme Concourse. You are permitted
and accepted. Glory be upon all who are intoxicated from the
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cup of the Covenant and all who are firm and steadfast in the
Covenant of the Luminary of the horizons. And woe to every
waverer and abasement to all who hesitate in obedience. And
glory be upon you.
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AB03847

To: Baha’is of Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I turn to the kingdom of Thy
mercifulness and implore the dominion of Thy oneness. Tears
flow from my eyes, sighs rise from my heart, and regrets appear
in my soul from being separated from beholding the lights of
Thy beauty and being deprived of hearing Thy utterance.

2 My God! My God! Aid me through Thy ancient grace and Thy
mighty bounty, deliver me from these overwhelming sorrows,
grant me rest from the downpour of these tears and the burning
of these sighs, and cause me to return unto Thee, taking refuge
in the shelter of Thy supreme mercy and clinging to the hem
of Thy pardon and greatest forgiveness.

My God! My God! These are servants whom Thou hast cho-
sen for Thy love, selected for Thy knowledge, and chosen for
the appearance of the signs of Thy bestowal. They have for-
saken all they possessed and all that was against them, have
detached themselves unto Thee and relied upon Thee, have
been attracted to the beauty of Thy oneness and enkindled
by the fire ignited in the tree of Thy singleness, have entered
the garden of Thy remembrance, have gathered the fruits of
knowledge and plucked the flowers of guidance in the gardens
of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Strengthen them in steadfastness in Thy Cause, firm-
ness in Thy Covenant, continuance in Thy service, servitude
before Thy threshold, exaltation of Thy Word, manifestation
of Thy wisdom, establishment of Thy proof, and promulgation
of Thy Law.
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Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Strong, the
Glorious, the Beloved. Verily, Thou art the Kind, the Merciful,
the Compassionate, the Loving.
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AB03806

To: Kamali Sarvistani, Haydar Ali et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O friends! How fortunate, exalted in destiny, and blessed in
fate you are that you were born in such a cycle and age, and
have arrived at such a threshold, and prostrate yourselves at
such a court, and rest in the shade of such a tree, and partake
of such fruit! The cycle is the cycle of the Ancient Beauty,
the age is the age of the Greatest Name, the threshold is the
threshold of God’s Law, the court is the court of the Most
Glorious Beauty, the tree is the divine tree, the fruit is the
fruit of the Lote-Tree of the furthermost boundary. Blessed
are those who attain! Glad tidings to those who arrive! Joy to
those who reach! Delight to those who find shade! And praise
be to God, the Lord of the worlds. Convey to all the friends
the Most Glorious Ancient Greetings.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Regarding the cultivation of opium about which you inquired
- the cultivation of opium is not permitted except for medi-
cal treatment, as it is used in most treatments. And regard-
ing your question about the number of days of Ridvan - it is
twelve days, and its first day is that same day two hours before
sunset. Furthermore, the divine friends must always associate
and meet with each other with perfect wisdom, engage in the
remembrance of God, and inhale from each other the sweet
fragrance of the love of God.

LOTW#01x
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AB03731

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1900 or <

O Andalib of the Garden of Inner Meanings! How we miss you
in the White Spot! How we miss you in the Luminous Dome!
How we miss you in the place described by the tongue of the
Prophets! How we miss you where “the Lord has glorified
Lebanon and made Carmel resplendent”! How we miss you in
the Holy Land! How we miss you in the blessed valley! How
we miss you on the highest peak! How we miss you on God’s
holy mountain! How we miss you at the finest spot in Haifa!
How we miss you at the edifice of the Supreme Lord! How we
miss you in carrying soil on the blessed shoulders!

Do not grieve - for a while I carry it by proxy on behalf of
Sheikh al-Rais, Afnan, Fadil, Gholamreza Khan, yourself, the
Master Builder and other loved ones. This proxy service is
pure bounty and sheer blessing from the Divine Unity, which
has enabled ‘Abdu’l-Baha to arise in this station to serve as
proxy for pure souls.

My Lord, accept from Your humble, submissive, downtrodden
and poor servant this proxy service for the loved ones of God.
Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the Acceptor, the
Forgiving.
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AB03751

To: Mihdi Dallal, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art yearning for the pathway of the Friend! From
the intensity of thy longing thou art like a fire, and from thirst
like raging flames. Thy heat hath spread to the world and thy
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yearning hath taken away strength and power. Yet this ser-
vant’s longing to behold thy heart-attracting face is far greater,
and the desire for meeting is in utmost intensity and fervor.

However, since your honor hath dedicated your time to services,
and service to the friends of God is the greatest of gifts and
noblest of rewards, and in the holy court of the Ancient Beauty
(may my spirit be sacrificed for those who long for His dust)
it is the most acceptable of deeds and most beloved of actions,
therefore it was decided that this servant would bow his head at
the Sacred Threshold and supplicate and pray on your behalf
as your deputy, and recite the Visitation Prayer.

Now if you accept this deputyship and representation of this
servant, then in gratitude gird up even more than before the
loins of service to the divine friends, and strive in such wise
that you may shine forth like a luminous star from the horizon
of service to the Cause of God. I guarantee the confirmations of
the Lord of verses and will also act as deputy in the visitation.
You are an excellent principal and I am the resident agent.

Convey greetings to all the divine friends.
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AB03809

To: Baha’is of Egypt
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends! Today is the day of the glorious outpourings of
the invisible Kingdom of Abha and the waves of the ocean of fa-
vors of the Most Exalted Countenance. The lights of His man-
ifestations are shining forth from all directions and the breezes
of His bounty and bestowals are blowing from every quarter.
The gates of His Kingdom are opened and the verses of His Do-
minion are expounded. His ancient grace, like a mighty flood,
is flowing with utmost power and His manifest light is shining
from the horizon of certitude like a radiant moon.

Yet these servants must consider this mighty grace a precious
opportunity and this manifest bounty the greatest blessing, so
that they may receive its effects and be illumined by its lights.
When the heavenly bounty descends upon pure and goodly soil,
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flowers and sweet herbs spring forth and it becomes a supreme
paradise.

Now that it is evening time and several guests are present, his
honor Aga Mirza Ibrahim, upon whom be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, has arrived and mention was made of those di-
vine friends. With utmost joy and fragrance and pure love
he requested mention of those friends. When this servant ob-
served his expression of complete love, he immediately took
up the pen to remember and mention the friends, beseeching
and supplicating God’s grace that they may be preserved and
protected under the wing of His favors.
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AB03840

To: Mirza Nimatullah Qarabaghi, in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art blessed with a threefold grace! Give thanks to
the One True God that in the realm of systematic governance
thou art informed and knowledgeable, and in the garden of
the Covenant thou art a blooming hundred-petaled rose. Thou
hast combined the sovereignty of order and wisdom with the
bounty of the Covenant. This is naught but from the univer-
sal gifts of the Abha Beauty in this divine Cycle. Therefore,
blessed art thou, blessed art thou! A hundred thousand praises
upon thy wondrous qualities, for thou hast rent thy collar in
love of the Abha Beauty, and from the outpourings of the Con-
course on High thy heart is radiant, and in service to the Cause
of Beauty thou hast a pure intention. Therefore, O heavenly
bird, soar in the infinite heights and harmonize with the birds
of the divine garden, and sing in shahnaz:

We are firm in the Covenant
We are the star of radiance

We are the voice of the horizons

Lend an ear, bring attention

See those drunk from Truth’s chalice
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See the Cup of Alast in hand
See the court of Saturn laid low
Lend an ear, bring attention

The brilliant ode which you had composed was read. Indeed
in eloquence, rhetoric, innovation and exposition it showed the
essence of clear expression. We beseech God for confirmation
and success that you may ever give voice to utterance and be
a sugar-breaking parrot in the garden of divine unity. And the
glory be upon you.
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AB03698

To: Aga Ali Akbar brother of Aqa Hasan et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O my two brothers! That pure spirit, that sanctified soul, has
soared to the celestial realm and found release from this world
of dust, hastening to the seat of truth. It has abandoned the
glass of the mortal world and, like a lamp, become illumined in
the world of the divine Kingdom. You who remain as a token
of that sign of mercy must walk and move in his footsteps.
Water the field he has planted and raise his edifice to the clouds.
Follow his path and dispel the darkness of doubts through the
power of the Sovereign of all sovereigns. Engage in service to
the Cause of God and become intimate with the spreading of
the divine fragrances. Become a sign of unity and a banner of
detachment. Hold fast to the cord of the Covenant and seek
recourse to the Lord of all horizons. Become like a delicate
spirit and like a musk-scented breeze.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty that the gaze of loving-kindness
encompasses the steadfast and firm friends, such that one sanc-
tified soul can withstand all who are on earth. Today is the
time for teaching the Cause of God and spreading the divine
fragrances. Permission for visitation will be granted.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey my greetings to the handmaiden of God, the assured,
believing leaf. Her presence in these days does not accord
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with wisdom. God willing, permission will be granted at the
appropriate time.
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AB03612
Date: 1900 or <
To be typed. INBA8S:192a
AB03712

Date: 1900 or <

O Lord! This is a servant who has presented himself before Thy
servants and sought to attend the gathering which has been
prepared for Thy loved ones, that they may be given to drink
of the choice wine whose seal is the musk of Thy love, whose
taste is the sweetness of Thy remembrance, whose fragrance is
the perfume of Thy praise, and whose color is blood shed in
Thy love and poured out in Thy path.

O Lord! In that gathering are assembled souls whose faces are
radiant with the lights of Thy love, whose breasts are dilated
with Thy remembrance, whose hearts are attracted to Thy
beauty, whose essences are illumined by Thy lights, whose re-
alities overflow with Thy mysteries, whose spirits are refined
by the signs of Thy holy might, whose bodies quiver with the
breezes of Thy grace.

O Lord! Make their assembly like the Pleiades in the Kingdom
of Names, and their fellowship like the fellowship of brilliant
pearls strung upon the necklaces of radiant maidens. Make
their hearts united through Thy most great signs, their souls
revived by the holy breaths in this most exalted gathering,
their tongues a single tongue speaking in praise, their hearts a
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single sea surging with winds that blow from Thy most glorious
Kingdom, and their joy arising from breezes wafting from the
paradise of Thy most exalted Beauty.

O Lord! Make firm their feet in Thy remembrance, strengthen
their backs in Thy service, remove their grief through Thy
grace, remind them of Thy verses, and make them the
dawning-places of Thy inspiration, the daysprings of Thy
traces, the rising-points of Thy lights, the sources of Thy
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INBA55:282
AB03854
Date: 1900 or <
He is the Self-Subsisting c);g‘}a

God, glorified and exalted be He, says in His Wise Book: “The
Day when mankind will stand before the Lord of the Worlds.”
Know, O wayfarer on the straight path and one who has turned
thy face toward thy Generous Lord, that the Manifestations
of the All-Merciful, the Holy Dawning-Places, the Divine Tem-
ples, and the Recipients of thy Lord’s revelation in the spiritual
worlds have a particular characteristic, attribute, quality and
distinction relative to the conditions of their dispensation, the
capacity of the world of creation, its worthiness and receptivity,
and its station in the ranks of existence.

Like the sun passing through the zodiacal stations, at each
point of the zodiacal circle it has a designated function, an in-
evitable influence, and a manifestation that differs and varies
in the eyes of those endowed with insight and those who under-
stand the positions of the stars. At one point it appears with
the attribute of majesty, at another point it shines with the
quality of beauty, and at another point it rises with the light
of perfection.

Likewise, the Sun of Reality has a special manifestation at
each dawning-place of truth and noble constellation. It has
an appearance, emergence, radiance, flame, ray, power, light,
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influence, arrangement and destiny at each divine dayspring
and horizon of the All-Merciful. But in this Manifestation
the constellation is divine and all-merciful, and the star is the
Most Great Luminary, brilliant, radiant, apparent, evident and
glorious.
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AB04197

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Husayn Shirazi, in Hamadan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God! Render thanks
unto thy Lord, the All-Merciful, in that the breeze of the dawn
hath passed over thee from the meads of mystery, and the
fragrant breath of blossoms hath been wafted unto thee from
the gardens of His traces.

Beware lest thou put thy Lord and Master to the test. Nay
rather, it is for thy Beloved to prove His servants who have
turned unto Him.

Hast thou not heard how ‘Ali, peace be upon him, stood upon
the brink of a lofty and towering mountain, and certain of the
wavering said unto him: “Dost thou, O ‘Ali, rely upon God,
and upon His guarding, His protection, and His mighty aid?”
He replied: “How should it be otherwise, seeing that He is the
protecting and gracious One?” They said: “Then cast thyself
down from the summit of this exalted mountain, if thou art
indeed assured.” Thereupon he, peace be upon him, answered:
“It is not for the servant to test his Lord; rather is it for the
Lord to test His servant.” This is the decisive word, and a
sufficient reply.

As to what thou didst ask concerning travel, set thou thy face
on a journey toward the East. This is the journey of Mary,

when she withdrew from her family unto a place in the East.

Turn thou likewise unto the right hand. And what shall make
thee to know what the people of the right hand are? By the
life of God! Thou shalt find the aid of the Truth hastening
toward thee, and the glad tidings of triumph shall reach thee
from every side.
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Verily, this is the wise Reminder. Praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds, and He is the Truth made manifest.
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AB04180

To: Baha’is of Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

O friends and chosen ones of God! By God the True One, verily
the suns have been folded up, and the stars have been scattered,
and the heaven has been cleft asunder, and the earth has been
shaken with convulsions, and the mountains have been scat-
tered as dust, and the palm trunks have been uprooted, and
the seas have overflowed on the day when the earth shone with
the light of its Lord and was illumined, and the sky thundered
and flashed lightning, and overflowed with pouring rain and
flooded forth, and the manifest light appeared, and the dawn
of the Face shone forth, and the luminous moon beamed, and
the veil of concealment was removed from the Ancient Root,
and the mighty Treasure emerged, and the merciful signs of
thy Lord, the Possessor of Great Bounty, spread far and wide.

Woe unto the deniers, and misery to the heedless, and abase-
ment to those who have gone astray, who denied the signs of
God and rejected the evidences of God and associated partners
with the Beauty of God and disputed the proof of God - these
are in manifest error.

And verily you, O friends and trustees of God, give thanks to
God for gathering you beneath His banner and perfecting His
favor and blessings upon you, and pouring forth upon you the
outpouring of His knowledge, and bringing you out of darkness
and surrounding you with lights. And glory be upon every
steadfast one who stands firm.
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AB04177

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

Thou, indeed, hath been most assiduous in thy labours and
hath endured greatest troubles in the Path of God. This praise-
worthy endeavour was mentioned before the Court of His Pres-
ence, and is now also widely known and manifest in the Abha
Kingdom. In thankfulness of such loving-kindness and so mar-
vellous a favour, it behoveth thee to bow down in gratitude and
pray to be graciously assisted in these days to render new and
wondrous services whose soul-stirring breezes may, for ever-
more, perfume the nostrils of the spiritually minded, and their
signs and tokens may, eternally, beam forth upon the heaven
of Oneness.

Strive, O servant of the Ancient Beauty, that haply a fresh life
may be breathed into that land. That region and territory was
the native-land of the Ancient Beauty; the Divine Flame must
be kindled there in such wise as to set ablaze other nearby
regions. Times pass away and the days come to end. Results
must be achieved!

3 The glory of God rest upon thee, and upon whomsoever hath
stood fast and firm in the Covenant and the Testament that
was covenanted from time immemorial, and who hath earnestly
endeavoured to diffuse the Divine Fragrances.
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To: Isma’il son of Ali Khan, in Najafabad
Date: 1900 or <

O illustrious Ismael! All the friends of God should be as a sac-
rifice unto the One true God. This means that they should sac-
rifice and immolate all that pertaineth to them for the Beauty
of God so that in this way they may reach the state of annihila-
tion in God, which is none other than being a total sacrifice in
His Lordship. This entails renouncing one’s own wishes, one’s
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own good pleasure, and desire and servitude to the servants
of the Abha Beauty, may my life be a ransom unto His loved
ones! For His own Essence of Oneness is sanctified above the
servitude of any one in the world of humanity. He is inde-
pendent of the thralldom of others. Thus, one must become
engaged in the servitude of His servants. This then is the truth
of servitude unto Him.

When the beauty of this station becomes resplendent in the
assemblage of the friends, then unity and concord, harmony,
and primal oneness will reveal their faces and beauty, like unto
the Countenance of the One Well-Beloved. Say then: O lovers
of the All Merciful! This is the time of unity and agreement
and this age is the age of oneness and detachment. Be ye loving
towards one another. Serve each other. I am your first servant.
I have priority in being a thrall unto you.

3 I swear by the Ancient Beauty! May my spirit, my essence,
my very being be a sacrifice unto His friends! That my face is
ever illumined by serving the friends of the One true God and
my nostrils are fragrant with the breath wafted by the love of
His lovers. My utmost hope and aspiration lies in this: that
I serve each and every one of the friends. This is the balance.
Upon you be His Glory!
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To: Parsi, Khusraw et al., in Poona
Date: 1900 or <

O ye friends of former days! That heart-enthralling Beloved
calleth the end of this boundless unfolding the exalted heaven;
yet in truth it is immeasurably and indescribably lofty, for this
vast expanse admitteth not within the compass of imagination,
and this height knoweth no end. For every endlessness there
is a world-sustaining dominion without shore, and for all that
is beyond measure and description there is in the universe a
sovereignty likewise beyond measure and description.
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Consider, then, what a lofty pavilion the forgiving Lord hath
reared for His forlorn and shelterless servants, a pavilion before
which the jewel-studded sky is but a prison, and the higher
world itself but straitened, lowly, and dark. Such is the bounty
of that Lord of munificence, that nourisher and educator of
creation.

In this luminous cycle, such insight and understanding have
been made manifest that the sphere, the sun, the moon, and
the stars, their motions and courses, their order, their exalta-
tion, their modes and measures, have all been disclosed and
laid bare.

Wherefore become ye the companions of the praise of the Lord
God, and begin the worship of that Self-Subsisting One, in
thanksgiving that He hath spread so wondrous a table and
nurtured such intelligence and wisdom that, within this lowly
earth, a height beyond measure and description is revealed,
and unto the lowest degree the bounty of God reacheth.
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AB04190

To: Muhammad Taqi Arif, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of God, who
hast received the rain from the cloud of God’s mercy, and who
hast been illumined by the light that hath spread from the
dawn of guidance! The sounds of glorification and magnifi-
cation have been raised from the Supreme Concourse - glory
be to my Most Glorious Lord! - and those near to God are
in great joy. The horizons have been perfumed by the sweet-
scented breaths wafting from the gardens of divine unity, and
the sincere ones have attained a wondrous triumph. The wings
of the peacock have spread in the midst of Paradise, and the
believers are in great gladness. The rains of divine favors have
descended upon all regions, and the gardens are in intense de-
light. The Dove of Holiness hath warbled in the gardens of
creation - by the life of God, this is indeed a sweet melody and
a new rhythm!

And the Glory be upon thee. ‘Abbas
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That bird of the gardens of certitude and dove of the realm
of mystic knowledge must, through the instruction of the All-
Powerful and the inspiration of the Abha Kingdom, arrange the
Psalms of the House of David in the gathering of the friends
and sing with such a voice that the dwellers of the Supreme
Concourse will loose their tongues in praise and seek confirma-
tion from ancient grace, recent bounty, and the gifts of great
triumph. It is hoped that you will educate souls under the
shade of the Divine Word and lead them to the fountain of
everlasting life.
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To: Wife of Nabil-i-Akbar et al., in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O companion of that pure spirit! Although that radiant star
has vanished from the horizon of this earthly realm, yet in the
dawning-place of the Abha Kingdom it shines and gleams with
utmost brilliance. I swear by the Educator of existence that
that master of the people of prostration has lit his countenance
like a candle in the gathering of the Supreme Concourse, and
the people of the Kingdom cry out “How exalted is this being
among us!”

Why are you sorrowful and dejected? Arise in joy and de-
light, seek rapture and ecstasy, open your tongue and in the
gatherings of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, like the
nightingale of inner meanings, burst into spiritual song. And
so enkindled make the light of the eyes of the assured leaves,
the daughter of that noble one, that it may tell of the attrac-
tion of that one who ascended unto God, so that with eloquent
speech she may become engaged in mention of the Friend day
and night, and gladden the sacred spirit of that pure soul in
the realm above.

What shall I write? For when I make mention of that glorious
Nabil, the pen quivers and the fingers tremble. Observe what
love accomplishes! And upon you both be glory.
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AB03942

To: Haji Husayn Farashahi, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of Truth, steadfast in the Covenant! Blessed art thou
for having believed in the Exalted Countenance and become
certain of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones. Blessed art thou for having been enkindled with
the fire of the love of God. Blessed art thou for having been
attracted to the divine fragrances. Blessed art thou for having
attained the presence of God. Blessed art thou for having
become the manifestation of God’s favors. Blessed art thou
for having remained firm in God’s Covenant and Testament.

Now is the time for the arena, and the moment for valor, for the
winds of tests are blowing with utmost intensity and the waves
of trials are surging with greatest force. The waves have risen
so high that even the turban like a tower has been submerged.
Soon you will witness that turban.

In any case, plant firm the foot of steadfastness and make
the heart a paradise of Ridvan through the breaths of God’s
Covenant. Through the power of the Testament, arise in such
wise that you will cause the destroyer of the Covenant to flee in
an instant. Today the Holy Spirit confirms the steadfast ones
and the Spirit of Truth grants success to the firm ones. Pay
no heed that you wear a hat on your head and a coat on your
body. Through divine power you will gain such utterance that
all will remain powerless.
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To: Anton Haddad
Date: 1900 or <

O radiant meteor! I have reflected deeply in thought and con-
templation upon the meanings of your gracious letter and its
wondrous contents. I found its import to be sweet, discovering
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it to be a clear proof and evident demonstration of the inten-
sifying flames of the love of God burning within you, your in-
timacy with the breaths of God’s Kingdom, and your extreme
thirst for the pure, flowing waters of the knowledge of God.

2 My heart was gladdened and my spirit refreshed by the opening
of the gates of salvation in those regions and the appearance
of clear signs in those lands that are ready for divine teachings
in the nearest future.

And you, O you who are enkindled with the blazing fire in the
right valley of Mount Sinai of this Manifestation, the Dawning-
place of Light - gird up the hem of effort and spare no endeavor
in spreading the fragrance of truth and illuminating the glass
of hearts by lighting the lamps of guidance that draw their sus-
tenance from the Supreme Kingdom. Take the cup of bounty
in your right hand and pass it round to the companions among
the people of knowledge, and intoxicate them with the wine of
utterance - an intoxication and ecstasy from which they shall
never recover throughout all eternity, and by which they shall
be enraptured in the gatherings of the horizons.

By God the True One! This overflowing cup of the pure wine
of sanctification bestows life upon the dead who lie decaying
in the graves of vain imaginings.

5 And may the Glory rest upon you, O beloved of my heart!
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To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani
Date: 1900 or <

O sweet fragrance from the gardens of the love of God! All hu-
man perceptions and knowledge occur in three levels: Either
they are abstract meanings and encompassing simple realities
that fall under the perceptions of sound minds and holy souls;
or they are sensible forms and external entities that fall under
the shadow of outward sensations and physical faculties; or
they are knowledge that falls under the rule of the rational and
sensible, and these are imaginings which represent the embod-
iment of meanings in sensible forms that the imaging faculty
conceives and presents in the court of the intellects. And since
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in all human souls the luminous flame of divine reason which
perceives abstract meanings is extinguished, and perceptions
are confined to sensible things, therefore the third category is
mostly chosen and expressed so that weak minds may receive
a portion of abstract spiritual realities. This is why sometimes
it is expressed as the Supreme Paradise, sometimes as the Gar-
den of Refuge, and sometimes as meadows, pools and groves.
Otherwise the stations of nearness and reunion in the Most
Glorious Kingdom are sanctified from all these aspects and
illusions.

And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abbas

Permission is granted for pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine.
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AB04011

Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! Praise be to God that the musk-laden
breeze and amber-scattering fragrance from the holy gardens
is spreading, and the lights of divine confirmation are radiating
from the horizon of the Kingdom. It is the ocean of favors that
is surging, and the wave of bounty that is rising. It is the efful-
gences of the All-Merciful that illuminate the horizons of the
world, and the outpouring of divine grace that flows from the
clouds of mercy. It is the melody of the mystic dove that be-
wilders mind and consciousness, and the sweet fragrance from
the gardens of inner meanings that revives divine hearts and
gladdens heavenly souls.

Therefore, O friends of God, be thankful that these doors are
opened and these texts are expounded. I swear by the An-
cient Beauty that today firmness and steadfastness in God’s
Covenant and Testament is the magnet of all good and at-
tracts all perfections. It is the spirit of divine confirmation
and the manifestation of oneness.

Soon the whirlwind of doubts will encompass all directions, and
the earthquake of wavering in the Covenant and Testament will
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shake the souls. The trials and tests of the most great year of
stress will become evident. Mighty trees will be uprooted, and
the poisonous wind of the violation of the Covenant will persist.
O friends! Hold fast to the firm and mighty Covenant.

E3

BT slas s Oloal 5 Oldl 5T ad
0 o5 25t e glie B 08 sl
S g SLE 0Ll ol atee Gl (23
AL ;Mﬂ
MMEK4#119

p-126

INBA13:297, INBA55:335,

AB04053

Date: 1900 or <

O you who are afflicted with calamities and trials in the path
of God! From the tyranny and oppression of pharaonic ones
you have fallen into endless tribulations and hardships, and
you have chosen separation from your familiar homeland and
selected solitude in a foreign land. But fear not, for the Most
Great Name spent all His days in exile with anguish, and in
prison He was bound in heavy chains, or in the Most Great
Prison He was companion to affliction and grief. You who are
His servant and intimate companion must take your ordained
portion and complete share of these trials and tribulations, so
that “for all a portion in the Book” may be fulfilled and “for
the earth from the cup of the noble ones” may be proven.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey my greetings to Karbala’i Husayn, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, and say that if the arrow of tribu-
lation comes, behold its target is hearts. Likewise to the other
emigrants who have left due to the tyranny of treacherous and
rebellious oppressors - convey to all of them the Most Won-
drous and Most Glorious greetings and console them. I swear
by the Ancient Beauty that I willingly purchase these tribula-
tions in the path of the Most Glorious Beauty and I desire to
bear with heart and soul all the trials of the loved ones in the
path of the Most Glorious One, that I may sacrifice myself for
all.
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AB04148

Date: 1900 or <

This servant of Baha had complained with a story about being
cut off from spiritual sustenance, saying that for one year the
allowance of grace and stipend of truth had not arrived. Your
honor is in Savujbulagh, the throne-seat of the Kurds. Do
you not observe that those people serve without allowance or
stipend, and are content with meager sustenance, and that
from their own blessed pockets? Their allowance and stipend is
from the mineral and vegetable kingdoms which fill the plains
and wilderness. But your allowance and stipend consists of
hidden pearls and protected gems that have been nurtured in
the shell of grace in the depths of the sea of truth. If there is

a delay it is not strange.

And beyond this, if you knew what upheaval is occurring, you
would be content with a mere word for a lifetime. Despite
this, your allowance and stipend has been paid in full and
complete. Say nothing and do not reveal it, for the allowances
and stipends of others have been greatly delayed, and this Pen
has become like the treasury of the Ottomans and Persians -
from the abundance of allowances and stipends it has beaten
the drum of bankruptcy. I have no recourse except to refer
all allowances and stipends to the Abha Kingdom, for that
treasury is an inexhaustible treasure.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB04189

Date: 1900 or <

O thou whom God hath reserved for the promotion of His
Covenant! I have read thy words of divine unity and detach-
ment, and recited verses of thanksgiving to the Glorious Lord
for having sent forth souls whose hearts are pure, whose con-
sciences are clear, whose essential natures are refined, whose
identities are gentle, whose lights are radiant, and whose traces
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are brilliant. I beseech God to increase them day by day in
steadfastness, bounty, joy and gladness.

When thou passest by those servants who waver, say: By
God, the Truth! The appointed Center is like an impregnable
fortress, and the Focal Point of the Covenant is like a moun-
tain firmly established among the horizons, unshaken by the
tempests of denial and the storms of pride. Why do you not
understand these words?

Say: Who established this firm Covenant and who proffered
this pure wine? They will surely answer “God.” Say: How
then are you turned aside? Say: Who revealed the Most Holy
Book and appointed the established Center? They will surely
answer “God.” Say: How then are you misguided? Say: Who
revealed in the Tablets mention of God’s Covenant and blessed
those who remained faithful and whose feet stood firm? They
will surely answer “God.” Say: How then do you wander dis-
traught?

By God! The Cause is clearer than the sun, yet those who are
weak are wandering bewildered in their drunkenness. Leave
thou the vainglorious ones who follow every clamoring impostor
and are blown about by every wind, and turn to thy Lord, the
All-Forgiving.
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AB04194

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Today
thousands upon thousands of human beings are gathered on
the dusty earth, and day and night they strive with utmost ef-
fort in pursuit of happiness, coming and going in every street.
Yet they are content with mere illusions and shadows, for soon
they will find this water to be a mirage, and this wine to be
more bitter than deadly poison. For in a brief span these mul-
titudes will take their tents and pavilions beneath the earth
like tiny worms, and make their dwelling place under layers
of dust. But thou shalt spread thy wings and soar from the
depths of earth to the heights of heaven, ascending from this el-
emental world to the most luminous realm, for thou hast gained
wings from God’s guidance and, God willing, hast turned away
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from all save the Beloved and recognized the goal of all. Well
is it with thee! Well is it with thee! Now, in gratitude for
this mighty blessing, remain firm in God’s Covenant and Tes-
tament, and like a free cypress by the stream of faithfulness,
grow tall and sacrifice thy heart and soul, and glory be upon
every steadfast and firm one.
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Elegy for Mulla Sadiq the martyr
To: Mulla Sadiq , in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O Sadiq mine, O Sadiq mine, Thou lightning in the feast dost
shine,

Thou heavenly palm of grace divine, Thou song-bird of the
bowers that twine.

Let souls for thee in sacrifice fall, Let eyes for thee with weeping
call.

The first is knowledge sure and clear, Then vision’s certitude
draws near,

The last is Truth’s own crown austere, These all in thee have
shone sincere.

O Sadiq mine, O Sadiq mine, Thou lightning in the feast dost
shine,

Thou heavenly palm of grace divine, Thou song-bird of the
bowers that twine.

Let souls for thee in sacrifice fall, Let eyes for thee with weeping
call.

Thou who at eve and dawn didst moan, Who wept at midnight,
all alone,

Because for God’s love thou hadst grown A burning heart, with
ardor sown.

O Sadiq mine, O Sadiq mine, Thou lightning in the feast dost
shine,
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Thou heavenly palm of grace divine, Thou song-bird of the
bowers that twine.

Let souls for thee in sacrifice fall, Let eyes for thee with weeping
call.

That Shimr-like soul, that Yazid grim, Of impure stock and
lineage dim,
In hate and rancor to the brim, With arrow made thy life grow

dim.

O Sadiq mine, O Sadiq mine, Thou lightning in the feast dost
shine,

7 Thou heavenly palm of grace divine, Thou song-bird of the

bowers that twine.

18 Let souls for thee in sacrifice fall, Let eyes for thee with weeping

call.
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AB04360

To: Aqga Bala Karimuf, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art bound to the supernal world and the Con-
course on high! Whatever is experienced by the outward body
deriveth from this lower and inferior world, and whatever is
perceived and witnessed by the eye of the soul and inward vi-
sion deriveth from the supernal world. In this inferior corporeal
world, reversals and generation and corruption continually oc-
cur, and the decree of “Thou exaltest whom Thou willest, and
Thou abasest whom Thou pleasest; Thou quickenest whom
Thou desirest, and Thou takest life away from whom thou
wishest” is effective. For this reason, its exaltation is degra-
dation, its existence is nonexistence, its light is darkness, its
unveiling is obscurity, its glory is abasement, its tranquility
is hardship, its possession is deprivation, its gain is loss, and
its benefit is disadvantage, for its end is bereavement and its
outcome is separation. Therefore, if thou seekest the supernal
world and desirest the Kingdom of wealth, set thine eyes upon
the horizon of Abha and attach thyself to the Concourse on
high that thou mayest possess never-ending honor and witness
boundless glory and exaltation.
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O assured and confident believing mother! Give her the Most
Great Abha Greeting and convey consolation on behalf of this
servant. We beseech God to pour forth patience upon her,
verily He is the Generous, the Merciful.
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AB04584

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast laid hold on the Most Firm Handle! What
you had written was noted and a sweet fragrance was inhaled
from the gardens of its meanings, for it indicated firmness in
God’s Covenant like an impregnable fortress. Such a supreme
station befits one like you, and every face is illumined by this
manifest light.

I swear by the Most Great Name - may my spirit be sacrificed
for His steadfast loved ones - that today there is not and has
never been a station greater than firmness and steadfastness in
God’s Covenant and Faith. These steadfast souls are confirmed
by the hosts of the Abha Kingdom, and these sanctified temples
are supported by the Concourse on High.

This mighty Cause and Straight Path will face severe tests
and trials, such that firm mountains will be shaken and deep-
rooted trees will be uprooted. In the Tablet of Trials, the
year of difficulties and tribulations is mentioned. Blessed is he
whose feet remain firm and steadfast on the Path.

You must strive night and day to strengthen hearts, and if you
detect even the slightest whiff of wavering from any passerby,
you must prevent the friends from associating with them.
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AB04384

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son in law of Vazir, in Isfahan
Date: 1900 or <

O companion in poverty! When you beat the drum of poverty,
I, due to the conditions of friendship and pledges of affection,
played its trumpet. Now that you have held a celebration and
feast and arranged a banquet of joy, you made no mention of
us and did not observe the custom of friendship - no sherbet,
no sweets, no rock candy, no honey, no hearing of melodies
and music, no sound of song and shahnaz, no witnessing of
festive customs, no presence at merriment and delight. This
is neither fair nor chivalrous. Either quickly send us our share
of the sweets from the celebration and feast, or I will break off
our friendship in poverty.

These are jokes. We beseech and hope from divine favors that
this most auspicious union be blessed and confirmed by heav-
enly bounty.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the blessed mother.
How fortunate is she who has been blessed with such a favor,
having drunk from the spring of guidance. The real celebration
and feast, the banquet of joy, is hers. This is blessed and
auspicious, felicitous and praiseworthy, with manifest joy.

And glory be upon you.
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AB04558

To: Aga Bayk, in Kirman
Date: 1900 or <

The lights of the Covenant have dawned, brilliant as daybreak,
intense in radiance. Glorified be the One Who makes and
keeps the Covenant, Who confirms and strengthens it in all
the Books, Psalms, Tablets and Pages. That dawn has risen
from the horizon of the Supreme Pen in the shadow of the
Blessed Tree, firm in root, lofty in branch, verdant, flowering,
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ever-bearing fruit in every moment. That true dawn and bril-
liant daybreak shines upon the East and West with the lights of
divine gifts. Blessed is every illumined one, glad tidings to ev-
ery enlightened one, joy to every outpouring recipient, delight
to every beneficiary - this is the great attainment.

O you who are a lamp illumined with the light of steadfast-
ness in the Covenant, rejoice in the successive confirmations
that reach you from the Most Glorious Concourse, and in the
mighty host that aids you from the Kingdom of Heaven. Your
Lord, the Great One, will make you triumphant over every wa-
vering opponent, transgressor and sinner. He will make you
His manifest sign, the brilliant proof, the mighty evidence at
the heart of creation.

Glory be to the Lord of the Covenant! Glory be to the Lord of
Radiance! Glory be to the Illuminator of the horizons! Glory
be to Him before Whom all necks bow! And the Glory be upon
you and upon all who are illumined by the light of unity.
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AB04375

To: Baha’is of Maraghih
Date: 1900 or <

O friends! O friends! This is the mighty cycle of the Glorious
Lord, and this century is the era of the Living, the Power-
ful One. The world of existence is in motion and movement,
and the world of creation is a mirror of the favors of the All-
Merciful Lord. The dawning-place of possibility is illumined
and enlightened by the lamps of guidance, and the horizon of
existence is adorned with the light of the greatest bounty. The
sea of grace and generosity is full of waves and tumult, and
the spiritual ears of the lovers of the Most Glorious Beauty are
intimate with the call of the celestial herald. The hosts of con-
firmation from the Most Glorious Kingdom arrive wave upon
wave, and the morn of guidance from the Supreme Concourse
dawns again and again. The spring rain of mercy is abundant
in its outpouring, and the lamp of providence is like the radiant
moon. The gates of the Kingdom are opened in the heavens,
and the universal call reaches every ear, near and far. The
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shadow is extended and the station praised, and all are under
the protecting shade of the Loving Lord. The thanksgiving for
this grace and bounty is that you should be aflame like fire and
burning like a candle, be swift and bright like lightning, and
like honey be the sweetness of every gathering.

And upon you be the Glory, O friends of God!
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AB04225

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

“The good land bringeth forth its vegetation by the leave of
its Lord.”!

O thou who hast arisen to receive the rays that have shone
forth, flashed, and appeared from the horizon of Divine Unity!
Know thou that the contingent realities, foretold and endowed
with grace, which have drawn from the bounty of the Ancient
of Days and have been illumined by the lights of the Most
Great Name, are even as goodly and holy soil, and as a blessed
spot. When the clouds of bounty pour out upon them, and
the water of existence descendeth from the rain-cloud of the
unseen and the seen, then shalt thou behold them stirred to
life and swelling, bringing forth every joyous and beauteous
kind.

Thus this sweet basil and fragrant herb, this rose that gleameth
like crimson dye, this jasmine, sweet marjoram, wormwood,
myrtle, southernwood, and lavender—all these are but the uni-
versal divine meanings, whose influence and permeation are
diffused; and how subtle, how wondrously subtle, is their per-
meation through those all-embracing, exalted, recipient, and
outpouring realities!

And when the light of existence shineth upon them with radi-
ant beams from the horizon of visible being, thou seest them
quickened and uplifted, their powers revived, their blossoms
unfolded, their meadows smiling, their pools overflowing, their

LQur’an 7:58.
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thickets made fresh and verdant, their birds breaking into song,
and their resurrection and arising made manifest.

On that day shall it declare its tidings, for thy Lord hath in-
spired it.
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AB04262

To: Baha’is of Milan
Date: 1900 or <

O you who are our assembly of friends and our soul’s beloved
companions! The Sun of Truth has risen from the horizon of
oneness. The earth became illumined, the heavens became ra-
diant. The amber-scented breeze wafted, making the spiritual
nostrils a mystic rose garden, a secret rosebush, and a flow-
ering meadow. The flowers bloomed, the nightingales began
their melodies. The courtyard of the meadow became adorned
with the bounty of the Gracious One, and the expanse of the
rose garden, through the outpouring of the spring cloud of di-
vine mercy, became the envy of the Garden of Paradise. The
flower smiled, the cloud wept, the partridge began its laughter,
the birds commenced their songs and melodies in gratitude for
divine grace:

“That singer has returned with the instrument tuned,
Having opened wide the gate of trials to love.
He has broken down the market of the Josephs with beauty,

Having opened one by one the shops of the sugar-sellers.

; He has laid down the sword for the heads of the chieftains,

Then raised them high in spiritual station.
He himself has slain the lovers and sat upon their blood,

Then performed the prayer over each of their bodies.

Until the circles of His locks become sustenance for whose
throat?

O we who, outside the circle, have raised our necks.”
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This divine cup is specifically for those who are firm and stead-
fast in the divine Covenant and Testament.
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AB04497

To: Baha’is of Muhammadabad, in Muhammadabad (Darrih Jaz)

Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my spirit be sac-
rificed for you! When I begin with this sweet name, my palate
becomes sugary and my taste filled with honey. The divine
glad tidings so encompass me that heart and soul yearn for
the altar of sacrifice.

O friends, enter into ecstasy and joy from the melody of the
Supreme Concourse and raise the cry of “Glory be to my Lord,
the Most Glorious” to the highest heaven. The lights of divine
unity are shining forth from the Kingdom of the Unseen, and
the mysteries of oneness are manifest and radiant in the essence
of hearts.

The Herald of Glory calls out from the Summit of Truth: O
manifestations of guidance and dawning-places of bounty!
Though the Sun of Truth is hidden behind the clouds of
mystery, yet the indubitable outpouring is continuous and
constant, and the rain of grace is like flowing water.

The favors of the Blessed Beauty are eternal, and the boun-
ties of the Most Great Name, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones, are everlasting. The ancient grace and all-
encompassing mercy are companion and friend.

Turn to the hidden world and seek assistance and support from
the presence of God. Be raised up with the virtues of the
Supreme Concourse and with the virtues of the denizens of
the Most Glorious Kingdom. Blessed are you for this mighty
grace.
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AB04577

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hath been illumined by the lights of the lamp
of Divine Guidance in the globe of the Abha Kingdom, didst
thou forget the pledges and neglect the promises that thou
hath promised us? Hast thou not covenanted when returning
to thine land and following the Path of Right, thou shall gird
up thine loins to the uttermost of thine power, enter the lands
of each tribe, stay at the pavilions of living clans and troops
and dispell the gloomy clouds covering the horizons of those
nations and tribes; kindling as fire, igniting and shining with
the lights of virtues as a radiant, glowing and luminous lamp
between those tribes.

O my beloved! Soon will the days of life be ended and we shall
descend from the strongholds of glory and wealth and palaces
of comfort and prosperity to the graves of utter destruction
and havoc. Our days will pass in vain and all the comfort will
be folded as a mirage in a desert, which the thirsty dreameth
to be water. Lay aside whatsoever occupieth thee and grasp
the hand-hold that never breaks. Mount the withers of the
highest breeding, well trained horses of the Kingdom of Glory,
give full rein and maintain spurring on thine charger in the
arena of magnifying the Word of thy All-Merciful Lord.

3 The Eternal Truth, beareath me witness, thou shall be assisted
with forces which thou seeth not and hosts of the Abha King-
dom.
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AB04512

To: Relatives of Haji Muhammad Hasan, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O friends and relatives of him who hath ascended unto God!
It is the time for hearts to be stirred, for souls to cry out, and

for ears to hearken unto the call of the angel of the Kingdom
of Abha.
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O friends! Be ye so ablaze with the divinely enkindled fire that
that heavenly soul on the horizon of mercy may be filled with
joy and ecstasy, and may obtain pleasure and delight, saying:
“Praise be to God, my companions are kindred, not strangers;
informed, not heedless; wise, not foolish; sagacious, not de-
ceived; illumined with the light of guidance, not obscured by
the darkness of possession. They are friends of the Covenant,
moths circling the Luminary of the world, self-sacrificing in
the path of the Testament, conducting themselves in the man-
ner of the All-Merciful, stirred by the accents of the birds of
the meadow of God, ecstatic and delighted by the melodies of
the mystic Nightingale. Through the tempests of trials they
attain salvation, and through the severity of tests they find
safety. They guard the edifice of the Covenant, and watch
over the garden of the Testament. Happy are they! Happy are
they! Glad-tidings unto him who hath sought shelter beneath
the shadow of the banner of God waving through the breezes
of the Ancient Covenant above the castles of glory.”

The glory of God rest upon all.

8§ x5 pLs ) coye Sl Ol OLL o
Gk s dey 4 Gl 315 Gl Ol O
o OLL b A S Al Candp Bs3 5 Ao
5 Xk algs 6 Kl p K, & s
AN 550 eiie Ostae 4 Nkialils O g2
o WBle OL CS cb s e @
5 slasle Ol e o L5L;TC¢‘~ oKy,
b o O Olss 5 Olyy Sl 3 b o
Slay Cdte W5 Wil s (B o
5 b Ol Olbetal losb ) 310N, @l s
w1 Olg Ol ks g OLel 0Ll 2215
gk b gsk ool b e Oy
Jodasedl 3, B G gl oL 2

£l gl FL b [y o]

uyu’*\ ﬁk "l‘f-'“} 3

INBA21:140b, BSHN.140.258, BSHN.144.258,

MHT2.092

AB04464

To: Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi the martyr, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who speaketh in praise of the Truth and holdeth fast
to God’s Covenant and Testament! For some time no musk-
laden breeze hath wafted from thy garden of mysteries, and
no amber-scattering fragrance hath reached us from thy rose-
garden of conditions. Why art thou silent and still, bewildered
and motionless?

This is the time for speech and utterance, the moment to roar
like a fierce lion. If thou seeketh to soar to the most exalted
heights, spread thy wings. If thou inclineth toward the most
glorious horizon, take flight. If thou seeketh the living waters
of the fountain of life, hasten into the darkness of trials. If
thou desirest the martyrdom of Karbila, plunge into the sea of
tribulation and calamity. Let nothing cause thee to falter or
fall short.
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Whatever conditions, events, occurrences, calamities and trials
may arise in the path of God - all serve to strengthen divine con-
firmations and are glad-tidings from the Glorious Lord. The
point is: what day awaitest thou, what time dost thou antici-
pate? Time passeth by.

The Ancient Beauty’s favors toward your honor were of the
highest degree, and we hope the bounties of the Abha Kingdom
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AB04467

To: Siyyid Abdu’l-Hamid, in Tihran

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazeth upon the Abha Kingdom! el osSds b (¢l

As in this new age and glorious century of the Lord thou hast
been gathered beneath the banner of praise, and hast arrived at
the eternal fountain of life, and hast entered the true paradise,
and hast been nourished by the fruits of the tree of knowledge,
and hast inhaled the breeze of favor from the source of bounty
- in gratitude for this grace and bestowal and gift and forgive-
ness, be thou filled with joy and gladness, and with yearning
and enthusiasm.

In this Abha paradise become a fruitful tree and attain such
beauty and adornment through blossoming and bearing fruit
that thou mayest be the envy of the trees of the highest par-
adise and extend thy branches to the most exalted heights.

Tell Jinab-i-Mirza Abu’l-Qasim that “verily God hath power
over all things and encompasseth all things” and convey greet-
ings.

Make the nostrils of Aqa Siyyid Husayn fragrant with the di-
vine fragrances.

i Clothe Jinab-i-Muhammad Husayn with the robe of the Most

Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings and say: “Blessed and
welcome to one who hath drunk from the overflowing cup of
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God’s bestowed bounty and hath arisen to exalt the Word of
God through the power of faith and certitude.”

AB04489

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O true friend! They say that man is a sign of the All-Merciful

and the greatest dawning-place of the bounty of the Lord God.

This wanderer says: If this is so, why is he abased? Why is
he despised? Why is he humbled? His perfect exemplar is
ever the leader of the oppressed ones, is abased, is homeless, is
wandering, nay rather, is a prisoner.

They say this is itself the proof and clear evidence, for in the
very state of imprisonment he wears upon his head a crown
of the bounty of the human world and a diadem of celestial
sovereignty upon his brow. When the exalted radiance and
reflections of the forms of the Concourse on High are cast upon
the lower world and earthly realm, his sovereignty in the world
of dust, like the pure realm above, becomes reality.

As can be observed, when Christ departed to the vast
world, His banner was raised high and His Cause became
glorious. Likewise when the Eternal Sovereign, the Beauty of
Ahmad, hastened to the eternal world, His power, might and
sovereignty were realized in this mortal world as well. This
earthly glory is a reflection of the sovereignty of the placeless
realm, and this brilliance in the horizon of the kingdom is a
manifestation of the effulgence and radiance in the world of
the Kingdom.

In any case, I remain silent to hear what that honored one will
say. And praise be upon you. ‘Abbas.
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To: Mulla Abdu’l-Ghani Ardakani, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O thou whose tongue hath been loosened in praise of the Sun
of Glory!

The Light of the Covenant hath dawned and shone forth with
such brilliance that eyes are dazzled thereby. The fragrant
breezes of the Testament have wafted, perfuming all regions.
Soon shalt thou witness such radiance from this dawning that
it shall rend asunder the veils of darkness in all directions.

The wondrous signs shall appear, the banners of clear proofs
shall be raised, the conclusive evidences shall be unveiled, the
religion of God shall be made manifest, the Word of God
shall be exalted, the signs of God shall become renowned, and
the lightning flash of the morn of unity shall spread from the
dawning-places of the realm of oneness. The earth shall quake
at God’s command and the triumph of His Word.

Thou shalt see necks bowed in humility, spirits expanded and
saved, hearts joyous and content, and faces radiant and glo-
rious. On that day the steadfast shall receive glad-tidings,
the firm-rooted shall rejoice, the faithful shall be gladdened,
the wavering shall grieve, the violators shall despair, and the
covenant-breakers shall regret. Leave them to their vain dis-
putes and play.

5 And thou, O thou who holdest fast to the Covenant, pay no
heed to the people of hypocrisy and the band of discord - let
them dispute and play and wander astray. Soon shalt thou see
them in manifest loss. And thou shalt say: “Praise be to God,
the Lord of all worlds!”
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To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are holding fast unto the Covenant and Testament!
This day, from the realms of the All-Glorious, from the King-
dom of Holiness where hosannas of glorification and praise rise
up, the Company on high direct their gaze upon you.

Whensoever their gaze lighteth upon gatherings of those who
are steadfast in the Covenant and Testament, then do they
utter their cry, ‘Glad tidings! Glad tidings!” Then, exulting, do
they lift up their voices, and shout, ‘O ye spiritual communion!
O ye gathering of God! Blessed are ye! Glad tidings be unto
you! Bright be your faces, and be ye of good cheer, for ye cling
to the Covenant of the Beloved of all the worlds, ye are on fire
with the wine of His Testament.

Ye have plighted your troth to the Ancient of Days, ye have
drunk deep from the chalice of loyalty. Ye have guarded and
defended the Cause of God; ye have not been a cause of di-
viding up His Word; ye have not brought His Faith low, but
have striven to glorify His Holy Name; ye have not allowed
the Blessed Cause to be exposed to the derision of the people.
Ye have not permitted the Designated Station to be humbled,
nor been willing to see the Centre of Authority discredited or
exposed to mockery and persecution. Ye have striven to keep
the Word whole and one. Ye have passed through the portals
of mercy. Ye have not let the Blessed Beauty slip from your
minds, to fade unremembered.

The Glory rest upon you.

SWAB#182, BSW#19.09x
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AB04294

To: Abdu’l-Karim Khan
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Open your eyes that you
may witness the greatest signs, and open your ears that you
may hear the melodies of the Dove. The dawn of existence
is most bright and luminous, and the star of the majesty of
God’s Cause is shining with intense brilliance like the celestial
orb. The sea of favors is surging and the breezes of the All-
Merciful are moving from the source of bounty. Count these
days as precious and let not this opportunity slip away. Soon
the birds of unity will take flight to the nest of the Lord of
Oneness. And glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

We hope that through the grace of the Most Glorious Kingdom
you may become like a brilliant candle in the gathering of the
world, radiating and shining with the light of guidance, and
adorning the assembly of fellowship with holy fragrances. Truly
you have had both physical and spiritual lineage, therefore with
the help and favor of the Ancient Beauty you should become so
stirred with enthusiasm and yearning that whoever you meet,
you give them spirit and bestow upon them life, bringing them
joy and delight. And glory be upon you.
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To: Haji Iskandar
Date: 1900 or <
O thou who gazest upon the Most Great Scene! S ke Bl

They tell that Alexander of Rome was a world-conqueror and
subduer of realms. When, after his conquests in Iran, Turan,
China and India, he beat the drum of return and with endless
pomp set out for his familiar homeland, in the city of Zur
the lamp of health was extinguished and darkness enveloped
all six directions as the dawn of the afterlife appeared. The
wise gathered around his bier and established an assembly of
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mourning. Each offered condolences and opened their lips in
expressions of regret.

3 Among them, one of the discerning ones arose and, standing
before the corpse, said “Glory be to God! This person imagined
he was the King of Kings, but now it is proven and verified that
he was but an owned slave.” Another said “Glory be to God!
Yesterday the seven climes could not contain this valiant king,
today he is contained in a mere span of earth.”

In any case, if thou seekest an enduring sovereignty, seek
Alexandrian might in the divine realm, and if thou desirest
to be King of Kings, enter beneath the shade of poverty and
dervishhood in the path of God, that thou mayest become the
immortal Dhul-Qarnayn.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1900 or <

“This is a cooling bath and a healing draught”®> The divine
outpouring, the merciful revelation, and the heavenly spirit
within the world of inner ecstasy signify that streaming rain,
that descending flood, that pouring shower, that rushing tor-
rent which floweth down from the clouds of bounty and the
billows of praiseworthy grace, sent forth from the surging seas
that are raised aloft in the heaven of abundant bestowal. When
these rains descend, and the clouds pour forth their overflowing
grace upon abiding-places, meadows, and habitations, then do
the fountains of rivers burst forth, and the limpid, sweet, and
pleasant springs gush out from Tasnim; yet there also well forth
springs of bitter brine and waters of scalding heat. These issu-
ing waters and these streaming fountains differ in taste and hue
and savor. Such differences proceed only from the sources, the
springs, the fountains, and the places whereunto they flow; for
the outpoured water itself is sweet and pure, the cup whereof is
tempered with camphor, and the merciful springs are Tasnim
and Salsabil, whereas the bitter fountains are boiling water.

2Qur’an 38:42.
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Wherefore, this cooling bath and refreshing draught signify the
merciful manifestations, the heavenly bounties, and the inward
stirrings of the human realities, through which whosoever is
quickened is healed of every grievous sickness and findeth rest
from every weighty affliction.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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AB04402
To: Sinur
Date: 1900 or <
O revered one! (;Q s )

The Sinai of Truth shines bright and clear;
The hallowed Vale of Tur is here,
God’s hidden mysteries now appear,

The buried wastes bloom far and near,

i While all the world lies slumbering.

Behold the Day of Baha'u’llah,
Behold the Book of God in awe,
Behold the secret of His law,

The meaning every tongue ne’er saw,

See lovers’ hearts aflame.

2 Spread now thy wings and upward soar,

Take flight, O guide, for evermore,

Into that realm whose boundless shore

By grace of that Compassion’s store
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i Is lit by deathless lamps.

7 Behold that Lord of hosts divine,

Whose face on Zion chose to shine;
While Carmel raised its call sublime
With harp and reed and lute in time,
See loved ones bathed in light.

Give ear unto the call of God,

Drink deep the cup of grace untrod;
Like ocean surge at every nod,

Awaken all the dreaming sod,

; Behold the pure wine’s draught.

7 That wine is from God’s tavern poured,

Its fair Cupbearer is the Lord;
Its crystal goblet, bright adored,

Bestows love’s rapture in accord—

See old ones young again.
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AB04389

To: Kashani, Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi
Date: 1900 or <

O wanderer in love! For some time there has been no news
or trace of you. Jinab-i-Aga Mihdi is an affectionate son and
is always thinking of his father. Sometimes in love for you he
recites ghazals in the eloquent Kashani dialect, and sometimes
in separation from you he weeps and wails in the Jowshaqgani
tongue. Sometimes he says that since father is constantly trav-
eling and has no fixed abode, therefore he does not send any
written pages, and sometimes he says he has grown somewhat
lazy and settled down with his loving mother.
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2 In any case, however you wish to reckon it, write letters fre-
quently. If pen and paper have become impossible, send word
by the breeze of breath through a messenger, and if physical
communication is not possible send spiritual. And he says fear
God and dread Azrael, for soon breaths will be cut off and we
will hasten to that other world and find each other - then we
will grab each other by the collar and it will come to fists and
slaps and shouting and pistols. You know best.
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AB04239

Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my God! Thou seest faces radiant and joyous
from the fragrant flowers of the gardens of Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom, and illumined by the lights of Thy Most Exalted
Dominion. And Thou beholdest the frames of the loved ones
stirred by the breezes of dawn, and the hearts of the chosen
ones drawn to the holy verses of mysteries. O Lord! Let them
drink from the cups of joy, and illumine their foreheads with
the light that hath spread in the morn of success. Let them
hear the melodies of the birds of holiness in the garden of tri-
umph, and delight them with the songs of the Dove in the
verdant garden, and grant them eternal life in the Most Glori-
ous Garden, Thy mighty paradise.

My Lord, my Lord! Intoxicate them with the wine of divine
knowledge, and let them taste the sweetness of remembrance
in the morning and the evening. Unite their gathering, honor
their abode, and protect them in the cave of Thy Covenant and
Testament from the doubts of the Covenant-breakers and the
whispers of the wavering ones. Make them mines of knowledge,
forbearance and certitude, and establish their feet firmly on the
straight path. Empower them in the land to freely call out Thy
name under the shadow of their just king and perfect sovereign
who hath raised the standard of equity in those regions and
extended the hands of dominion in those parts - the protector
of the loved ones of God, the guardian of the chosen ones of
God, the King of Kings of the East whose pavilion of glory
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hath extended to the West. Verily, Thou art the Guardian of

S 00, il Ko

the Cause and Thou art powerful over all things. BRI

DAS.1913-07-18, SW_v08#16 p.217x, ABIE.081, BLO_PN#007, BSTW#123a  AKHA_119BE #01-02 p.j, AHB_121BE
#01 p.000

Date: 1900 or <

O you who are firm in the Covenant! olg b !

The brilliant qasidih was reviewed, somewhat corrected and
edited, and sent. In truth it was full of charm and caused joy
to the friends. Indeed during this journey you have endured
many hardships. No matter, it will pass. As the poet says,
“This time will pass, and afterward you will know the value
of wellbeing,” for companionship with the nightingale and pea-
cock has a different sweetness after being afflicted with the com-
pany of the ill-omened crow. Soon you will find deliverance,
but if God assists, you have no choice but to flee. Anyway,
these were jokes.

The essence of the purpose is that God willing, in this journey
you will be more successful than before in teaching the Cause
of God, and you will guide those who thirst in the desert of
deprivation to the fountain of life, and you will cause the ears
of the seekers to become enriched by the life-giving melody of
“Ya Baha’ul-Abha.”

That peerless Beauty, with such grace and kindness, despite a
hundred thousand endless afflictions, spent His blessed days in
training these helpless ones. Now at every moment we must of-
fer a hundred thousand sacrifices and spend our days in service
at His Holy Threshold, so that we may witness the confirma-
tions of His invisible Kingdom.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB04406

Date: 1900 or <

He is the Beloved

O flame of the love of God! Abul-Fadl holds such good re-
gard and exceeding love for you that it cannot be described.
Sometimes he says that you are a wanderer in the divine lane,
and sometimes he says you are bewildered and enchanted. At
times he mentions that you are a divine relative, and at times
he praises that your influences are spiritual. Sometimes he
praises that your cup of bounty is overflowing, and sometimes
he sings that your melody brings joy.

3 This one lost in the wilderness of the love of God awaits the

appearance of the effects of these praises and commendations,
and anticipates the rising and shining of lights acquired from
the manifestation of Sinai and the gleam of light.

In any case, do not be dejected, do not sit withered, do not be
extinguished until you attain to the praiseworthy station. Do
not seek rigidity until you reach the gift of witnessing. This is
the glorious age and new century of the Peerless Lord. Make
an effort, strive, so that in this springtime season and spiri-
tual springtide you may become a lofty and wondrous sapling,
become green and verdant, open into bloom, yield moist and
succulent fruits, and become a sign of the furthermost Tree
and a banner of the Supreme Concourse.

And upon you and upon every penitent servant be the Glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

O you who circle the gathering place of the Supreme Concourse,
raise your hands in supplication to the threshold of God and

pray:
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O Peerless One, praise and glorification are befitting and wor-
thy of You, for You nurtured a handful of dust and through
the spring rain of Your grace, like precious pearls in the em-
brace of the shell of mercy, You raised them to maturity and
bestowed hearing and sight, guided them to the great highway
of guidance, gave them shelter beneath the Lote Tree of the
Furthermost Boundary, made them firm and steadfast in the
Covenant of God, and blessed them with circling the gathering
place of the Supreme Concourse. All these bounties You freely
bestowed without any worthiness.

O Kind Lord, now protect us from the arrows of insinuations
and preserve us from the hosts of doubts. Shield us from the
whirlwind of tests and guard us from the tempest of trials,
for verily the reality of existence without Your aid and grace
becomes a vanished shadow, and the mighty spirit without
Your profound favor becomes but diseased dust. Show mercy,
grant bounty, preserve us. Verily You are the Protector, the
Generous One.
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Date: 1900 or <

O loved ones! I earnestly beseech the Most Glorious Kingdom
and implore the Supreme Realm to shower upon you the clouds
of bounty with the rains of blessings, that you may roar like
lions in the thickets of divine knowledge, warble like birds in
the gardens of certitude, and swim like fish in the pools of
assurance.

By the life of God! The seas of favors are surging, their waves
rushing toward all shores, casting forth shells of benevolence
filled with brilliant pearls. Glory be to my Most Glorious Lord!

Therefore, O you who are steadfast, who bow down and pros-
trate yourselves, rejoice in these glad tidings which illuminate
existence, brighten faces, gladden hearts, revive spirits, beau-
tify forms, and enlighten eyes.
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By the life of your Lord! The East and West are stirred by this
News, the North and South cry out with this Call, the solid
rock splits from the manifestation of God’s lights, the hard
stone breaks and rivers gush forth from it - while the heedless
remain in veils and ruin, and those who are veiled abide in the
hellfire of flames.

5 As for you, give thanks to God for having blessed you, awak-
ened you from the slumber of being veiled, and caused you to
hear the call of the Faithful Spirit from the purified, blessed,
and noble Mouth.
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Date: 1900 or <

O gentle branch of the Blessed Tree! For some time no letter
has arrived and no fresh breeze has blown. Is laziness the
cause, or coldness? If so, this is the utmost shame, for laziness
and coldness cannot coexist with the warmth of the love of
God. Until one burns, one cannot become a candle. When
dust receives rays of heat from the celestial sun, it becomes
purified of all impurity, brings forth various flowers and plants,
and puts on a new garment.

We, praise be to God, are warm from the rays of the Sun
of Truth, and through the bounty of the Kingdom of Oneness,
though we are but a drop, we are an ocean. So why the laziness
and why the coldness? Especially since this is the season of
trials and the time of oppression. In such circumstances one
must be warm, nay rather, gentle.

If this is due to the infrequency of this servant’s writing, I swear
by your precious life that lack of time has so encompassed me
that I have no moment even to sigh, let alone write letters
one after another. But do not mistake - I am always occupied
with your remembrance and familiar with thoughts of you. Do
not consider my situation and do not expect continuous replies.
Always write, pour forth, and scatter abroad, so that we may
see what God will do. Whatever He does is good.
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AB04585

Date: 1900 or <

O you who have held fast to the cord of the Covenant! You
had mentioned Sardar Khan. How sweet was this mention and
how pleasing was this account!

Say: O chief of tribes! Although this station among the tribes
and clans is lofty and honored, yet the chieftainship of heavenly
tribes and the leadership of spiritual clans has another station
and a different glory. This without that bears no fruit. A body
without spirit yields no effect. A body without head has no
life. And a tree without fruit gives no benefit. For this honor
is not lasting, and this greatness and power has no permanence
or stability.

Therefore, if you seek lasting honor, enter beneath the shel-
ter of the Lord. If you seek strength and power, choose your
dwelling in the shade of the Tuba tree. If you seek an absolute
protector, take refuge in God. If you desire the greatness of
both worlds, be seated upon the throne of the love of God. If
you wish for the tribal leadership of the heavenly hosts, serve
at the Sacred Threshold.

Then you will witness eternal sovereignty and the crown of ever-
lasting dominion. All hopes and desires, whether in this world
or the next, will be fulfilled and all aims will be achieved. And
blessed are those chiefs who are guardians of the Threshold of
Truth. And upon you be glory.
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To: Muhammad Sadiq et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O ye righteous servants and handmaids of the glorious Lord!
Centuries, nay, countless ages, must pass away ere the Day-
Star of Truth shineth again in its mid-summer splendor, or
appeareth once more in the radiance of its vernal glory. Yet
now, praised be God, ye have been called forth and gathered
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together in the age of Him Who is the Desired One, the Beau-
teous Beloved, the Sun of the world of the Kingdom, the Most
Great Luminary of the realm on higha€”my spirit be a sacrifice
for His servants. How great the thanksgiving required, and how
worthy the praise and glorification, that we have been enabled
and confirmed in so mighty a bounty! A hundred thousand
lives be offered up for this triumph and felicity; a hundred
thousand worlds be sacrificed for such grace and success. The
mere contemplation of the Dispensation inaugurated by the
Blessed Beauty would have sufficed to overwhelm the saints of
bygone ages — saints who longed to partake, for one moment,
of its great glory. Now, praised be God, we have attained unto
it and are immersed in its ocean.
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To: Baha’is of Qumrud
Date: 1900 or <

O servants of the threshold of the Abha Beauty! Praise be to
God that the sea of bounty is surging, the flood of grace and
favor is rushing, the morn of loving-kindness is dawning, the
orb of mercy is shining, the cloud of munificence is pouring,
the fountain of bestowal is gushing, the firmament of sanctity
is adorned with the stars of unity, the heaven of singleness
is illumined with the meteor of transcendence, the encircling
horizons are beaming with the light of grace, and the outermost
reaches of creation are the envy of the loveliest flower patch at
the blowing of providence’s breezes.

Waves of light from the invisible Kingdom are continuously
being made manifest, and tokens of joy from the Frequented
Fane are ceaselessly being sent down. The mystic voice of the
hidden realm and the angel of the unseen world are raising
their call in Kingdom of God, declaring unto every perceiv-
ing ear: “O ye wanderers in the wilderness of separation! Be
not despondent, dismayed, and disheartened. This separation
will be transmuted into perpetual and everlasting union in the
eternal world, this bereavement will eventually end in entrance
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To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <
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To: Wife of Jinab-i- Haji Styyid Mihdi, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of Truth! How fortunate a woman you were to
have stepped into the cradle of existence in the age of the An-
cient Beauty, to have grown and developed in the Most Great
Century, to have been nurtured under the shade of the Tree
of Providence, to have been guided by the light of guidance,
to have heard the call of the Abha Beauty, to have turned
your face toward the luminous countenance of the Sun of the
Supreme Concourse, to have entered beneath the shadow of
the Tree of the Covenant, and to have held fast to the pledge
of the Luminary of the horizons.

You were joined to one such as Jinab-i-Siyyid Mahdi and had
a son like Jinab-i-Siyyid Isma’il - both of whom succeeded in
serving at the Sacred Threshold and the illumined Shrine, rais-
ing the banner of ancient glory in the eternal world, creating
a stirring in that country and spurring on the steed of their
endeavor. Soon their fame for this service will encompass the
world and their names for this bounty will reach the ethereal
heaven.

Therefore be thankful that you are the companion of this cher-
ished person and the shell of this matchless and precious pearl.
Blessed art thou! Guidance be unto thee! Good news be unto
thee!
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AB04986

To: Abdu’llah Sahihfurush, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast adhered firmly to the Covenant of God and
to His Testament!

Praise be to God that thou hast been given to drink from the
hands of the Cupbearer of Revelation and hast quaffed pure
beverage from this camphor-tempered Chalice?. Praise be to

3Qur’an 76:5.
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God that thou hast witnessed the effulgence of lights from
Sinai and the Sacred Mount and hast taken shelter beneath
the shadow of the All Forgiving Lord. Praise be to God that
thou hast clung firmly unto the sure Handle of the Covenant of
God and hast been enabled to withstand the onrushing winds
like unto a mighty mountains. Thus hath thy countenance been
enkindled in the assembly of the eternal Covenant and all the
veils and hindrances been burned away in the heat of this fire.
May thou become a sign of the Kingdom and a banner of the
King of divine dominion. Like the Supreme Elixir transmute
thou the copper of defective souls to pure gold through the
power of divine guidance and transform a fleck of tinsel into a
pearl within the shell.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty! May my spirit, my life and my
whole being be a sacrifice unto His loved ones. If thou shouldst
attain to the essence of detachment thou shalt be aided in all
these stages.
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AB04898

To: Baha’is of Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O ye longtime friends and steadfast, firm companions!

His Holiness Isfandiyar drank the honey of martyrdom in the
path of the Lord with utmost joy, and became God’s com-
panion, and sought Divine assistance for you, that in times of
trials you may show forth patience, and amid dangerous tests
you may manifest perfect patience and composure.

For whatever befalls one in God’s path is the essence of bounty

- the bitter is sweet, and poison is honey. Death is life, and

destruction is salvation. Sorrow is joy, and grief is delight. The
spirit of servitude is freedom, and depression is illumination.
Humiliation is glory, and retribution is the essence of mercy.

Therefore, O ye friends of this assembly and helpers of this
tested servant, rejoice in this sacrifice and be happy in this
mourning, for the day of sacrifice is the festival of men, and
the moment of laying down one’s life is the time of joy and
gladness.
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Ere long you shall observe that in the place of martyrdom, from
the effect of that noble one’s blood, tulips and sweet basil shall
grow, and hyacinth and jasmine shall spring forth.
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AB04984

To: Mirza Yusuf, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast held fast to the hem of the Covenant!

When the Luminary of the horizons shone forth from the hori-
zon of Iraq, it radiated a brilliant light at the point of burning
and scattered with the sword of its rays the birds of darkest
night. They fled to the pits of error and fell into grievous
perdition, and now no sound or trace of them is heard.

Then when that Sun set from those horizons and blazed forth
and appeared from the dawning-place of the Most Great Prison,
and shone upon the horizons of the nations with the lights of
the firm and impregnable Covenant, and shed its effulgence
from the dawning-place of the outpouring of His hidden and
invisible Kingdom which is sanctified from comprehension by
the captives of vain imaginings, and crowned His lowly, sub-
missive and humble servant with the crown of servitude and
self-effacement at His holy and exalted Threshold - the birds of
night took wing in the atmosphere of heaven, but then through
the radiance of divine confirmation from the Abha Kingdom
upon ‘Abdu’l-Baha, their dark realities were brought to naught,
the birds of error and blindness were scattered, and they fell
into loss until such time as God shall will. Destruction be upon
them!
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To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O Bahram of the lofty sphere! The astronomers say that
Bahram (Mars) is the star of warriors and is hot-tempered.
Now it has become evident that you are good-natured, seeking
love, moon-faced and musk-scented.

If anyone does not believe, open up the rose-garden of divine
character and become a diffuser of musk to the world and uni-
verse. You will witness the resurrection of souls and take in
hand the overflowing cup from the wine-cellar of Baha, mak-
ing the wine-drinkers of the heavenly tavern intoxicated, until
each one in this feast plays a melody with high and low notes,
raises a loud cry, creates music, composes a song, and plays
the harp and lute.

The blind will gain sight, the deaf will hear, the dead will
come alive, the withered will become fresh, the ignorant will
become aware, the sleeping will awaken, the ill-tempered will
become good-natured, the harsh will become kind, the dark
will become light, the dunghill will become a rose garden, the
thorn will become a flower, autumn will become spring.

May your soul be happy, may your spirit be illumined.
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AB04767

To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! This is the time when the hosts of divine
assistance are continuously arriving from the Most Glorious
Kingdom without limit or count. These armies are attacking
and these stars are pelting the people of negligence. The signs
of divine unity are rising manifest and brilliant, and the evi-
dences of oneness are dawning clear and evident.
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2 The melody of the Abha Kingdom is raised with the most
wonderful tunes, and the song of the nightingale of faithfulness
gladdens the heart of every wise one. The cloud of divine
bounty is pouring down and the sun of heavenly gifts is shining
and bestowing abundantly.

The Ancient Beauty has shown such favors that dust has
gained the subtlety of the heavens and stone has become the
ruby of Badakhshan. The insignificant drop has attained
the station of the encompassing sea and the lowly atom has
become a brilliant star.

Therefore, do not let this opportunity slip from your grasp and
do not release this [fish] from the hook. Strive night and day
that capacity, worthiness and merit may increase, and advance
day by day in the degrees of recognition and certitude, so that
you may be counted among the friends of the Most Glorious
Beauty and the loved ones of the Most Exalted Lord.
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AB04690

To: Ali Akbar Najjar Rafsanjani
Date: 1900 or <

O servant at the threshold of the One God! Just now the
spiritual friends and divine companions who set out from those
regions to visit the gathering-place of the Supreme Concourse
have arrived and presented themselves before this servant, and
they delivered your letter.

O divine friend, in the path of the Blessed Beauty we have
willingly purchased every affliction and freed ourselves from
the bonds of rest and comfort. We have rushed to the altar
of sacrifice in the field of martyrdom and reached the intended
goal.

If you see the doors of trials opened wide, it is a sign of success
and prosperity. If you find yourself the target of the arrow
of cruelty, it is proof of attainment and triumph. For in the
path of the Most Great Lord, poison is honey and sugar, and
wounds are a healing balm for the soul.

In any case, be aflame, be a blazing fire, be a shining candle, be
a bird of the meadow, be a sign of the Kingdom, be a banner of
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the Realm of Might. If that land is difficult, move to another
region nearby.

And upon you and upon every steadfast, upright one be the
Glory.
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To: Muhammad Ali Qaini
Date: 1900 or <

O you who have called out in the Covenant! With complete joy
and fragrance I heard what you addressed to one of the loved
ones of God, and I address you with complete rapture and
attraction, saying: Greetings and praise be upon you from the
Blessed Soil and the Holy Spot, the White Land, the Valley of
Tuwa, Mount Sinai, from this moment until a time sanctified
from the passage of ages and epochs.

So address the people of lethargy and the companions of pride
and say: “Your eyes have become blind - do you not see that
the lights of God’s Cause have spread to the horizons? Your
ears have become deaf - do you not hear that the cry of Truth
has encompassed East and West in all regions? Your tongue
has become mute - have you not understood that voices of
glorification are raised from all directions and quarters?”

Say: “Die in your wrath! Verily the banner of the Covenant
waves over the horizons and the lights of the Testament shine
like the dawn over land and sea! Where is there refuge, O birds
of night and revivers of darkness?”

And glory be upon you and upon everyone steadfast in the
Covenant and Testament.
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To: Afnan, Haji Siyyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar
Date: 1900 or <

Praise be to God Who created and brought forth a comprehen-
sive, perfect, all-encompassing Point, possessing and contain-
ing all universal meanings in the world of existence, wherein
all realities, effects and ordinances are integrated and included
through simplicity and unity, calling to oneness in all affairs
in the realm of being.

Then it became detailed, multiplied, branched out and was
explained, and revolved in the circle of letters, appearing in
the most wonderful forms, becoming a magnet for its spirits,
and manifesting with the most beautiful beauty in all ranks
and stations.

Then it returned and came back to its center in the praise-
worthy station. Through its rotation, movement, inclination,
beginning and return, the perfect words and exalted letters
were realized, and the clear verses were arranged. Thus ap-
peared the Preserved Tablet, the Inscribed Book, and the Out-
stretched Parchment.

So glory be to its Originator, Creator, Former, Detailer and
Interpreter, far above what the describers say. And glory
be upon you and upon everyone firm and steadfast in God’s
Covenant and Testament, who is established and rooted in this
praiseworthy Cause.
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AB04826

Date: 1900 or <

O chanter of verses in the gatherings of salvation!

His honor Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar is now seated with the ut-
most strength, steadfastness and dignity, and with perfect elo-
quence and fluency says that Ibn-i-Abhar has promised a letter
to Khoy. I too, in truth, felt embarrassed and saw no alterna-
tive but to take up the pen and begin writing, for he is from
Azerbaijan and I am from Mazandaran or Nur and Tehran.
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How else can I escape from him, and if I flee from his grasp
what shall I do about Ibn-i-Abhar, for he too is a Turk, and
with Turks one cannot contend - one must mix with them.
The poet says: “What remedy is there except submission and
acceptance?”

These mentions are in jest and metaphor, but the truth is that
you are very dear in this gathering and most respected in this
assembly, for you chant the verses and recite the prayers, and
in truth its influence pervades all directions.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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Date: 1900 or <

O ye true friends! Lift up the hands of thanksgiving unto
the most holy court of the peerless Beloved, and begin this
supplication and prayer:

O Lord! Praise and prayer, thanksgiving and adoration beseem
none but Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast enabled and confirmed
us to stand firm and unshaken in Thy Covenant and Testament,
hast bestowed upon us the strength to cling fast unto the most
mighty Handhold, hast rent asunder every veil from before our
eyes, removed every barrier from the Straight Path, swept away
every obstacle to the beholding of the manifest Light, illumined
our eyes, and made those steadfast in the Covenant the candles
of the assembly. Thou hast raised the banner of the Covenant
so high throughout all regions that old and young, child and
elder, the learned, the friend, the stranger, the alien, the weak,
and the strong have all been compelled to acknowledge it, and
no room hath remained, nor could remain, for any soul to deny
it.

3 Wherefore those loyal friends must at every moment render a
hundred thousand thanks at the threshold of the Divine Unity,
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that they have been vouchsafed such confirmation, such assis-
tance, and such steadfastness.
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AB04900

Date: 1900 or <

O my spiritual friends! Night and day we are mindful of your
faces, and day and night we do not rest or take a breath from
mentioning your heart-attracting countenances, except to sup-
plicate and engage in prayer, saying: “O Hidden Beloved! O
Goal of both worlds! O Kind Beloved! These helpless ones are
captives of Your love, and those destitute ones seek refuge at
Your threshold. Every evening they lament from separation,
and every morning they cry out and wail from the onslaught
of the people of discord. At every moment they are companion
to a grief, and with every breath they are afflicted by some evil-
minded oppressor. Despite this, praise be to You that they are
aflame like a fire temple and radiant like the sun and moon.
They have raised high the banner in the Cause and charged
forth like brave men in the arena. They have blossomed like
flowers and are smiling and joyful like roses. Therefore, O Kind
One, assist these sanctified souls with heavenly confirmations
and make these pure spirits manifestations of the signs of ‘were
it not for Thee. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the Kind, the Compassionate.”

BRL_POAB#02x
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Date: 1900 or <

O distinguished one! You have heard the cooing of the dove
in the garden of eternity and the warbling of the bird of the
highest heaven, singing with the most wonderful melodies and
varied rhythms upon the branches. And thus they speak and
chant and intone: “Glory be to Him Who appeared in Faran
and shone forth from Sinai and was manifested in Sa’ir!” And
all of these were but flashing gleams that shone and glowed
from His ancient and holy effulgence.

Then the earth was shaken and the pillars of existence trem-
bled, and the heaven was cleft asunder, and the sun was folded
up, and the stars were scattered, and the Hour arose, and the
great calamity appeared, and thy Lord came with the angels
rank on rank.

And among the people were those whose reckoning was severe
and whose scales were light, who suffered loss and were given
their book in their left hand and fell into the pit of the abyss -
evil was their end.

And among them were those who rejoiced, whose scales were
heavy, whose commerce prospered, who were given their book
in their right hand, whose faces were illumined, whose mouths
smiled, whose hearts soared with joy at meeting their Lord
and with longing to behold the beauty of their Creator, who
enjoyed the blessings and drank from the spring of life, and
whose eyes were brightened by beholding the manifest light
shining from the dawn of certitude.

And glory be upon thee, O thou who believest in the Merciful
Lord!
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AB05242

To: Abbas Qabil, in Abadih
Date: 1900 or <

O composer of the unique and brilliant ode, and recipient of
the ancient bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty! Well done,
a thousand well-dones, bravo, a hundred bravos! Your ode
of servitude arrived and perfect joy and delight was obtained
from its sweet contents and delightful meanings, for it spoke of
the servitude of this evanescent atom at the Sacred Threshold
of the Most Great Name.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for
His Sacred Threshold - that when the cry of “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha”
reaches my spiritual ears, my heart leaps with joy, my soul is
filled with glad tidings, and my spirit becomes delighted.

In any case, O worthy one, gallop and prance your steed in
this arena as much as you can. With harp and drum and reed
and strings, in the gathering of the righteous ones, compose
melodies and songs of mysteries with the utmost joy and en-
thusiasm, and chant and recite this ode of servitude’s contents
so that the doors of happiness and joy may be opened to the
hearts of the people of God and to this ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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To: Baha’is of Antep
Date: 1900 or <

O ye loved ones of God! When the Star of the Covenant and the
radiant Morn shone forth from the Covenant of the worlds(?),
the eyes of the lovers were illumined, their hearts gladdened
and their breasts, even as the wilderness of Sinai, have found
delight through the effulgent glory.

But the bats that have broken the Covenant and are blind and
whose hearts are tarnished with the rust of ignorance, were sore
distressed and insinuated themselves in the cave of ignominy
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and disdain, and encountered the darkness of vain imaginings
and the pit of calumnies. Some have said, “This is not the
morn.” Others, “This is not the path of triumph.” And when
yet others began uttering idle words such as, “The darkness
prevaileth over the light,” the Morn of Truth hath been shed-
ding its radiance in the plenitude of its resplendency.

But oh! how strange and pitiful! The sorry birds of darkness
have become the bondslaves of ignominy and torment! Better
hell than shame! With force and by resorting to fanaticism
and stubbornness they want to oppose the glorious text of the
Divine Covenant and the proofs and testimonies of the Mother
Book. Alas, Alas! Erelong, they will find themselves in evident
loss.
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ABO05285
To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <
O thou harbinger of the Covenant! Bl ool (!

Servitude to the Desired One and thraldom at the sacred
threshold of the Lord of loving kindness is the very ornament
of the seen and the unseen kingdoms. It is conducive to
the exaltation of the realities of all created things. It is a
magnificent garment with which He hath clothed the temple
of creation and a most befittingly mantle by which means He
hath distinguished them who are endowed with wisdom and
insight.

Therefore, let us be as one, let us unite in this ultimate aspira-
tion. Let us beseech at the threshold of the Lord of Oneness to
become even as a talisman of power to protect this boundless
treasure, to serve as a worthy repository for the pearls gleaned
from the shells that lie deep in the oceans of Concourse on
High.

In this day the arena of service is wide indeed, were we to spur
on our chargers valiantly in this day; and His delectable gifts
undoubtedly shall be vouchsafed to us, were we to seek the
manna that falleth from heaven. Should we desire safe refuge
in this life, see how lofty is the stronghold of His sanctuary and
how exalted, and were we to wish for eloquence, let usutter
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His verses for are they not truly wondrous? If we yearn for the
boundless ocean, the waters of His bounty are surely fathomless
and if we desire to live our days in blowers of roses and in flower-
filled meadows, this divine, this ideal garden is verily the most
vast, the most spacious.
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AB11904

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast held fast to the hem of sanctity! The letter
sent to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi, upon him be the Glory of God
the Most Glorious, was noted. From the fragrances of its mead-
ows of inner meanings, the sweet scent of spirit and delight was
inhaled. In this spiritual age, whosoever showeth firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament, the hosts of the
Supreme Concourse are his supporter and helper, and in every
moment he shall be assisted with a fresh confirmation. You
have been and are always in my thoughts. We hope from di-
vine grace that you may become so enkindled with the burning
fire of the Covenant and Testament that you may ignite every
wavering and dispirited soul. And the Glory be upon thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey to your two brothers, Jinab-i-Mulla Ahmad and Jinab-
i-Aqa Mirza Husayn, and Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad, on behalf of
this servant, the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings.
I hope through the favors of the Blessed Beauty that they may
be assisted with fresh confirmations each day. And the Glory
be upon them all.
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ABO05037

To: Baha’is of Narag
Date: 1900 or <

O loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The candle is lit and the light of
the Covenant is the witness of this gathering. The fragrances
from the gardens of oneness are wafting and the breezes from
the direction of bounty are blowing. The cloud of the Most
Great Gift is bestowing drops of grace, and the Sun of the
Kingdom of the Unseen is sending forth undoubted effulgences
from the hidden horizon. It is the Call of God’s Cause that
has encompassed all regions, and it is the anthem of God’s
Covenant that has created a tumult in East and West. De-
spite this, the people of weakness, like flies and wasps, are
busy buzzing, and like a creaking wheel they are moaning and
groaning, that perchance they may find someone foolish and
cast doubt.

Far, far be it! A palate that hath been sweetened by the honey
of the Covenant will never seek the bitterness of dissension, and
an ear that hath hearkened to the melody of the Covenant, the
illuminer of all horizons, will never turn unto the croaking and
cawing of ill-omened birds. Wherefore show forth such stead-
fastness and such firmness that the people of languor may, like
the bats of hidden graves, be rendered concealed and obscured.
And upon you be the Baha.
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AB05265

To: Unknown, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

O you who receive bounty from the Kingdom of Abha! Though
the outpouring of spring rain may adorn meadow and plain and
make mountain and valley verdant, the heavenly outpouring
and the rain of divine mercy adorns the life-giving expanse of
heart and soul and makes joyous the world of the heart and its
countenance.

2 Therefore, as much as you can, seek the bounty of the Abha
Kingdom and the outpouring of the rains from the Supreme
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Concourse so that you may become the manifestation of infi-
nite favors and remain firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant
and Testament. Be a channel for bounty, nay rather become
yourself true bounty.

Therefore, desire with your heart and demonstrate humility
and lowliness with your soul, show forth the strength of your
arms with your body, and strive with all your powers until
this brilliant star of bounty may rise from the horizon of heart
and soul, and this bird of aspiration may fall into the snare of
attainment, this flower may bloom in the gathering, and this
dove may sing in that garden.

And may the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in
the Covenant and Testament.
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AB05104

To: Baha’is of Savjabulagh et al., in Sauj Bulagh
Date: 1900 or <

O Baha’is! O divine ones! The Sun of Truth dawned in the
East, thousands of devoted ones in the Orient hastened to the
field of sacrifice, and now from the invisible horizon of the
Most Glorious Kingdom, an intense ray has been cast upon
the regions of the West. From the Occident, souls with radiant
faces have appeared. The divine fire has ignited flames in seven
countries and burned away the veils of concealment in the five
continents of the earth.

Now in all parts of the world, the banner of the Most Great
Name is raised high, and in all countries and nations the fame
of the Ancient Beauty is spread abroad. The tumult and com-
motion of the waves is in all seas, and the cry of gladness and
jubilation is loud and manifest in every land.

Therefore, O Baha'’is! O divine ones! O spiritual ones! Hold
fast to the firm handle of the Covenant and Testament, and
spread the manifest standard of true understanding, so that
through the power of the Kingdom, the might of the Realm
Above, and the confirmation of the Divine Realm, we may
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serve the Ever-Living Cause and arise in servitude at the Holy
Threshold.
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AB05461

To: Muhammad Taqi Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art steadfast in the Cause of God! Be not saddened
by the calumnies of the weak nor rend thy heart asunder over
the libellous attacks of the black raven. It is the raven’s nature
to croak and to caw and the wolf’s instinct to scratch and to
claw at the innocent wherever they might be. It is inevitable
that the bat which feeds on darkness will oppose those who
praise the sun and hardly surprising that a leather merchant,
accustomed to the smell of leather will find the fragrance so
remarkable in a rose garden. The same is true of the denier who
hath deprived himself of the sacred perfumes of the message of
Christ or the obstinate Abu-Jahl who hath turned away from
the beauty of the All Praised Muhammad.

Be thou patient therefore and leave the lukewarm to them-
selves. Place thy trust in God’s care. These souls are very
weak, their power of perception very fragile. One must be pa-
tient with them and show tolerance towards them in order,
hopefully, that they may experience remorse and regret. But
should these people insist and become obstinate in their self-
ish desires, the power of the Abha Kingdom is sufficient unto
them and the supreme Concourse will descend upon them with
divine wrath.
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ABO05027

To: Azizullah Misbah, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! This is Thy servant who is related to
him whose breast Thou didst expand through the light of Thy
knowledge, whose face Thou didst illumine with the radiance
that shone upon the horizons of Thy kingdom, whose nostrils
Thou didst perfume with the sweet fragrances wafting from the
gardens of Thy oneness, and who arose to serve Thy Cause,
exalt Thy Word, deliver Thy proof, and bestow Thy bounty
upon Thy creatures. O my Lord! Enable this noble branch to
achieve what Thou didst enable that illustrious root to achieve.
Make him a sign of Thy oneness, an emblem of Thy glorifica-
tion, a flower of Thy gardens, a fish in Thy pools, a branch in
Thy groves, a lamp of Thy love, a niche for the light of Thy
knowledge, and a jewel in the crown of Thy gift. Verily Thou
art the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower. Verily Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Give my most glorious greetings and salutations to the
honored brothers Jinab-i-Mirza Diya’u’llah and Jinab-i-Mirza
Badi’u’llah, that these three fruitful branches may all bear
fruit with perfect freshness and grace in the glorious, luminous
palace. And the Glory be upon you and upon them both.
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AB05320

To: Jinab Nun Za, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

There are two kinds of order, temporal and spiritual; political
and divine - and both are necessary and complementary. The
political order illumines the world, while the divine order trans-
forms hearts into a rose garden. The former maintains control
and discipline over bodies, while the latter serves to protect,
preserve and quicken spirits.
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2 Through boundless grace, it is hoped that like the planet Venus
you will shine upon both East and West of that glorious coun-
try and establish a new order.

O Lord! This is Your repentant servant, Your humble and
submissive slave, secluded at Your expansive threshold, com-
muning with You in the depths of his heart, abasing himself
before You and seeking Your good pleasure in this glorious
age. O Lord! Aid him through Your merciful confirmations,
assist him in all affairs, and protect him from every treach-
erous transgressor and frustrated envier. Verily You are the
Generous, the Merciful. You do what You will, as You will,
through Your command “Be!” and it is.
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To: Siyyid Yahya (Brother of Faizih), in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O you who cling to the hem of loving-kindness! You are remem-
bered in this gathering and renowned in this assembly. The
eye of loving-kindness watches over you and grace and bounty
encompass you. Why then are you sorrowful? Be intoxicated
and enraptured with the wine of divine bounty. Trust in God.
All affairs depend on the confirmations of the Most Glorious
Kingdom. God willing, this shelter remains over your head
and this garment upon your body. The handmaiden of God,
your sister, upon whom be the Glory of God, is present and is
extremely pleased with and praises you. Kiss both cheeks of
the young child, who is intoxicated from the breast of the love
of God, on my behalf. And may the Glory be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O Lord! Have mercy upon the mother of this servant who has
believed in Thee and Thy signs. Make her the recipient of the
glance of Thy loving-kindness and the achiever of that which
Thou lovest. Be pleased with her and ordain for her every
good in the hereafter. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
Bestower.
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To: Ali brother of Muhammad, in Yazd

Date: 1900 or <

O bondservant of the Ancient Beauty! o8 e oy (o

In this hour when the Center of the Covenant, with utmost
longing, has taken up the pen and engaged in writing this let-
ter so that the hearts of the friends of God may be illumined
by the lights of the All-Merciful and may attain such firmness
and steadfastness in God’s Covenant that they would consider
the hosts of wavering weaker than a mosquito and more in-
significant than a gnat.

O bondservant of the Ancient Beauty!

Thanks be to the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting Lord that
He made the path clear and the proof evident, lit the lamp of
the Covenant and caused the star of the Testament to shine
upon the horizons, brought round the cup of the Covenant
and intoxicated the faithful friends while causing the weak-
founded beasts to wander in the wilderness of heedlessness,
so that the agreeing friends in the gathering of the righteous
might become intoxicated with the wine of mysteries and arise
in pure servitude at the sacred threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB05419

To: Ali Naqi Khan Sartip
Date: 1900 or <

Upon you be the fragrances of God, upon you be the attrac-
tions of God, upon you be the outpourings of God, and upon
you be the salutations of God, O faithful servant at the Thresh-
old of the All-Merciful, perfect servant at the Court of the Lord,
humble and submissive one before the Divine Presence, who
boweth down and prostrateth himself before the Most High,
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Most Exalted Lord, who sacrificeth himself and is attracted to
the Kingdom of thy Most Glorious Lord!

By God, the True One, through thy service to the loved ones
of God, the faces of the denizens of Paradise beamed with
joy and the pure-eyed maidens in the gardens of holiness re-
joiced. And now the pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha praiseth thee, the
heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha throbbeth at thy mention, the tongue of
‘Abdu’l-Baha uttereth thy praise, and the nostrils of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha inhale from thee the fragrance of faithfulness, while his
fingers tremble from love of the friends and cannot write due
to the power of their attraction to the spirit of the love of God.

May God reward thee with the best of rewards, bestow upon
thee His most excellent favors, ennoble thy future life, make
thee a sign of guidance, strengthen thee with mighty power,
immerse thee in the ocean of faithfulness, give thee to drink
from the chalice of the divine call, clothe thee with the robe
of righteousness, and cause thee to taste the sweetness of be-
stowal.

Glorified be my Most Exalted Lord!
Glorious Lord!

Glorified be my Most
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AB05428

To: Ibrahim Shishvani
Date: 1900 or <

Now spring hath come; the tender rose of Truth is bright and
fair;

The nightingale of Truth begins its soul-consuming air.

The minstrel of the heavenly feast hath tuned Meaning’s lyre;
The rose laughs on, while Truth’s seeing eye weeps tears of fire.

The flame of Nimrod’s host became the garden of the Friend,

For in the heavens burned the blaze that Moses’ Truth did
send.

The Vale of Ayman all became the rose-garth of the One,

For God’s own light made Sinai of the Truth a shining sun.
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The fragrance of the Holy Ghost was scattered through the
world;

In every breath of Jesus’ Truth the Greatest Name unfurled.

The gathering of souls became a garden bright with flowers;

The Beauteous Loved One of the Truth shone forth in myriad
powers.

Until the veil of secrecy and covering be rent,

What lover can be famed of Truth, on Truth’s own rapture
bent?

5 O hapless heart, be not dismayed, nor deem thy portion small,

; For now the cup of Truth’s red wine is passing unto all.

The poems of his honor Mirza Ali were read and due to the
sweetness of their meaning causing attraction in the heart, this
ghazal was composed and sung and chanted with the melodies
of the birds of the garden of truth.
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AB05297

To: Jinab-i-Munir
Date: 1900 or <

O Munir! When the light of the Manifestation cast its rays
upon Mount Sinai, the hard rock was shattered and the solid
boulder vanished. The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) in every
moment shone forth with a hundred thousand lights and made
His revelation manifest. What hard rocks we were that we were
not affected at alll Rather, the boulder of existence remained
firm and established, while with tongue and pen we make ex-
pressions of supplication, imploring and entreaty. Alas! Alas!
If it could all be accomplished through words, it would be an
easy matter. Read the Hidden Words in Persian - He clearly
states it.

Therefore O Munir, be not like this captive. FEfface the
metaphorical reality and eliminate whatever exists except
the Blessed Beauty, so that you may receive your destined
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portion of those effulgences and revelations and become wholly
annihilated in Him. You have always been and continue to be
remembered in my heart.

And the glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant and deaf to the croaking on the day of separation.
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To: Ustad Ghulam-Husayn et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O my loving Lord! Grant life to these lonely ones and lead
them to the Beloved. Free them from prison and bring them
into the heavenly court. The earthly world is confined - grant
them flight to the pure, colorless realm. The world of dust
is dark - bestow upon them wings to soar to the luminous
world. Contingent existence is pure imperfection and sheer
nothingness - grant a gleam and effusion from the perfection
of the Necessary Being and absolute existence.

Give loftiness to lowliness and grant nobility to the destitute.
Make the heap of dust into the highest paradise and transform
the garden of hearts into the Garden of Abha. Give conscious-
ness to the unconscious, awaken those who sleep, make the
heedless aware, make the deprived privy to mysteries, make
the guilty manifestations of forgiveness, and give hope to the
hopeless.

Adorn Your mighty century with Your ancient grace. You are
the Powerful, the Mighty. You are the All-Knowing, the All-
Seeing.
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To: Abdu’l Husayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1900 or <

Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar, upon him be the glory of God, is
present and hath requested that this epistle be penned. Ob-
serve how greatly thou art loved by thy father and mother:
under no circumstance nor for a single moment do they forget
thee, and they supplicate unceasingly on thy behalf. I, too,
have occupied myself at the Holy Shrine with prayers for thee,
inasmuch as thy parents are well-pleased with thee. Consider
what a blessing is the good-pleasure of one’s parents. Any soul
whose parents are pleased with them, God is also pleased with
them, and so shall other people be—that is to say, their heart is
at rest, their soul is secure, their affairs are well-ordered, their
future is bright, their good fortune doth aid them, and their
worth is great. God willing, may the Almighty confirm thee,
and may the heart and soul of thy father and mother be ever
pleased with thee. Upon thee be the glory of the All-Glorious.
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AB05086

Date: 1900 or <

This servant of Baha is writing after afternoon time, and
though weary from the heat of the day and from endless
writing of papers, still I am engaged in remembering you with
the utmost joy and delight, familiar with thoughts of you. I
beseech God that in the divine gathering you may so illumine
your face that you will burn away the darkness of violation,
making your countenance radiant through the shining lights
of the Covenant. Raise the cry of “Ya Baha'u’l-Abhal!” and
like a fierce lion roar in the atmosphere of the Covenant such
that the foxes of weakness and hesitation and the arrogant
jackals may take the path of nonexistence and become utterly
cut off from hope and despairing of causing misguidance.
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And upon you be greetings and praise. Convey greetings to
the honored handmaid of God, your wife, and say: blessed are
you that from the beginning of God’s Cause you were divine
servants and servants at the Threshold of the All-Merciful. In
God’s Cause you bore hardships and saw difficulties. This is
from the grace of that King of existence and the gift of the
loving Lord.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Date: 1900 or <

O you who are firm in the Covenant and Testament! The
effect of your jewel-scattering pen brought about spiritual joy
and delight, for it spoke in praise and was a sign of faithfulness
and proof of sincerity.

Through the hidden favors of the Divine Unity, there is com-
plete assurance that you will be assisted to render important
services at the Sacred Threshold - meaning that you will blaze
like an ignited fire and make steadfast those souls who waver,
and become like a shooting star to manifestations of doubt,
and shine like the light of guidance in the sacred valley, crying
out at the top of your voice: “O blind people! How long will
base desires persist? How long will cruelty exceed faithfulness?
What is better than the Covenant of God? It is light, not at-
tachment. It is both sugar and candy - what is better than
sincerity? This is the mercy of the righteous, the blessing of
the free, the retribution of the fleeing - what is better than
guidance?”

Convey greetings to all the divine friends, especially the Afnan
of the Sacred Tree, upon them be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious. And upon you be Glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hearkeneth to the wise Remembrance! The fire of
Sinai hath been kindled in the luminous Paran, and the flame
of love blazeth in the eternal Sa’ir, and the Almighty hath
manifested Himself in a flame of fire burning in the blessed
dawn.

And the All-Merciful hath called out from the unseen realm
of creation upon the summit of the Kingdom: “O people of
the mortal world! Rejoice in the successive outpourings and
the torrential rains and the pouring waters from the clouds of
mercy and the clouds of compassion. O heaven, rain down!
O cloud, pour forth! O storm clouds, thunder and flash! O
horizons, be fragrant! O breeze of God, blow! O Spirit of God,
be stirred!”

Blessed are the fair-minded ones, joy to those who supplicate,
gladness to the steadfast ones, and yearning to those who are
attracted!

And verily thou, O thou who art enkindled with the fire of
loyalty and who hast drawn light from the flames of love and
faithfulness - leave the vain imaginings of the doubters and
hearken to the true and honest Word explicitly set forth in the
Book of God by the Center of the Covenant, the Interpreter
of the Book, who is learned in its interpretation and firmly
grounded in knowledge, through a clear text that accepteth
neither interpretation nor explanation. Leave the people of
idle fancies in their vain disputations. Guidance hath been
distinguished from error, yet the people remain confused in
their stupor.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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To: Karbala’i Muhammad Haddad, in Bunab
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who doth host the loved ones of the Lord! Blessed art
thou for having arisen to serve the friends of God! Blessed
art thou for having opened thy doors for a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
gathering! Blessed art thou for having gladdened the hearts
of the friends! Blessed art thou for having brought about the
joy and radiance of the believers! Blessed art thou for having
rejoiced the souls of your associates! Blessed art thou for hav-
ing become a humble servant to the loved ones of the Lord!
Blessed art thou for having arisen to follow in my footsteps!
Blessed art thou for having placed my diadem upon thy brow,
a crown and diadem that is service to the loved ones of Baha.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Splendid greetings from
this servant to Aqa Jamal and Aqa ‘Abbas-‘Ali and say: “How
blessed are you both with this cup overflowing with the wine
of the love of God, and blessed are you both for having served
the loved ones of God, the Self-Subsisting, the Eternal.”
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To: Mashhadi Mulla Asadullah, in Ganjih
Date: 1900 or <

O thou devoted servant of the Abha Beauty!

Though stricken with affliction, thou hast been revived by the
power of the Most Great Name, wherefore dost thou grieve?
Every outpouring of His grace swelleth into an ocean, while
every sea of calamity shrinketh to a dewdrop; wherefore dost
thou grieve? The onslaught of the enemies is but the darkness
of night, while the gracious aid of the Abha Kingdom is the
dawning light of day; wherefore dost thou grieve? The clam-
our of the ignorant is but the buzzing of a fly, while the call
of the Concourse on high cometh as the ringing voice of relief;
wherefore dost thou grieve? The opposition of the clergy can
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hardly amount to the resistance of a frail mosquito, while the
potency of the Word of God is as a tempestuous wind; where-
fore dost thou grieve? The vacillation of the covenant-breakers
is like unto the crawling of a hapless ant, while the ascendancy
of the Covenant deriveth from the power of His sovereignty in
the realm above; wherefore dost thou grieve? Every human
institution is even as building in the air, while the edifice of
the Cause of God is the impregnable Mansion reared on the
loftiest heights; wherefore dost thou grieve?

3 May the glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB05793

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O herald in the name of God! You offered your neck to chains
in the path of God and committed your feet to heavy fetters.
You cast your body into prison and subjected your soul to a
hundred thousand afflictions. When freed from chains, you
became a wanderer of mountain and desert, roaming through
wilderness and sea, through Russia’s realm and Roman terri-
tory, until you arrived at the Blessed Spot and attained the
honor of kissing its sacred threshold.

You had barely caught your breath when the herald of the glo-
rious Kingdom proclaimed “Hasten to departure!” You swiftly
turned in that direction and quickly traversed plain and sea
and mountain until you entered the gathering of friends and
joined the assembly of loved ones. It is hoped that compensa-
tion will be made.

3 All the letters that you had entrusted to the traveling Fa’izih
were answered and delivered to her.
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To: Mahbanu, in Qasimabad
Date: 1900 or <

O Mahbanu! The women of the world may shine like the moon
at first, but such mortal comeliness passeth away and cannot
remain the object of the heart’s abiding love. But the Lord
God, purely out of His endless grace, has bestowed upon you a
beauty and radiance that is heavenly in its manifestation and
eternal in its brilliance. Day by day it increases and shines
forth, its manifestation grows greater and its radiance more
intense, until it reaches such a degree that it illuminates the
blessed concourse on high and appears resplendent in the de-
lightful paradise of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Consider what
beauty and radiance God has bestowed upon you, that old age
becomes the cause of freshness and sweetness, and advancing
years the source of grace and charm. This is the blessing of
the Most Glorious Beauty upon the handmaidens.
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AB05864

To: Baha’is of Rafsanjan
Date: 1900 or <

O divine friends! The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name appeared with a white hand of peace and reconciliation
among the people of the world. He invited all to righteousness
and prohibited strife and contention. He opened the doors
of love and fellowship and laid the foundation of oneness and
affection. He abhorred the darkness of war and conflict and
praised the light of amity and the spirit of joy and delight.

> For fifty years He strove with patience and forbearance in edu-
cating souls to peace and harmlessness, until He left this nar-
row and dark world and ascended to the bright and spacious
realm.

Ask God that through the assistance of the Abha Kingdom
you may become the manifestation of love and affection to all
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humanity, so that you may be accepted and beloved at the
Threshold of Oneness.

And upon you be glory, O loved ones of God.
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AB05832

To: Mulla Ahmad Milani, in Samargand
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God!

In this spiritual age and divine century, when the atoms of
existence in the realms of the seen and unseen are in ecstasy
and motion, and the reality of all created things and the essence
of all beings are advancing and stirring, the loved ones of God
who are illumined by the Sun of Truth must associate with
the people of the world with seeing eyes, hearing ears, radiant
countenance, divine consciousness, expansive breast, capacious
heart, spiritual openness and godly beneficence.

Therefore, O thou who art attracted to God, beseech God
that in this most great century thou mayest become a source of
mysteries, be counted among the righteous, become a dawning-
place of lights and a rising-point of aspirations, become intox-
icated from the divine chalice and inebriated with the wine of
inner meanings and [a lover of truth]. In whatever land thou
dwellest, may thou be a sign of guidance and a standard of
righteousness.

The glory be upon thee.
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To: Ahmaduf Milani, Haji Ali Muhammad (Son of Haji Ahmad), in Tiflis

Date: 1900 or <

O my loving friend! The purpose of every language is to convey
inner meanings, and the purpose of every inner meaning is
to explain fundamental truths. The melody must be divine,
whether it be in Persian, Arabic, or Turkish; the tune and air
must be soul-stirring, whether in the mode of Hijaz or Iraq.

At present, however, Siyyid Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory
of God, is present and intimately conversing in this gathering.
Since he is closely acquainted with the Turks and accustomed
to Turkish, he becomes immersed in rapture and ecstasy, in
attraction and bewilderment from the Turkish melody. For
this reason, I too have taken up the pen and written these
letters in Turkish.

3 In sum, praise be to God that that respected and cherished one
is encompassed by the loving-kindness of the Most Great Name
and is a manifestation of the favors of the Ancient Beauty.
One must join night to day and serve the Cause of God, make
evident the mystery that “the child is the secret of its father,”
remain firm in the Covenant and Testament, and be steadfast
in faith and commitment.
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ABO05631

To: Hadi son of Ridar-Ruh, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O fruit of the tree of the love of God! Praise God that you
have sprouted from that blessed tree of the knowledge of God
and emerged from that pure mine. You came forth from a
pure lineage and were nurtured in the shell of the love of God,
nursed at the breast of rapture and attraction, and raised in
the embrace of longing and yearning. You reached maturity
in the love of God and attained perfection in the knowledge of
God.
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2 Therefore, supplicate to the Abha Kingdom that you may be
enabled to become a hundred-petaled rose blooming in that
rose garden and a goodly fruit of that pure tree, so that noble
qualities may become manifest and evident from the dawning-
place of your lineage, and the effects of that brilliant star of
the horizon of recognition may become apparent and visible
from the reality of that servant of the All-Merciful.

And glory be upon you.
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To: Muhammad Ali Mustawfi, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O sign of the All-Merciful, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting!

When the Sun rent asunder the veil of clouds, two signs be-
came manifest and evident from the Dawning-Place of lights:
the signs of revelation and the signs of creation. The former
were inscribed in books, psalms, scrolls and tablets, while the
latter appeared in the Preserved Tablet and the outstretched
parchment of the horizons. The former were a mighty miracle
through their eloquence, articulateness, truths and meanings,
while the latter became brilliant signs through their powers,
perfections, conditions, names and attributes. The former be-
came the expositor of mysteries, while the latter became the
dawning-place of lights. The former adorned the kingdom of
understanding, while the latter made the pole of existence and
the realm of contingency the envy of the gardens of Paradise.

“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and in themselves
until it becomes clear to them that it is the truth.”

And upon thee be the glory from the kingdom of the unseen,
the heaven of thy Lord’s favors, the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Muharrir Ra’fat (Isfahan)
Date: 1900 or <

O diffuser of the divine fragrances! When the horizon of exis- ;| 41,5 o O 2578 B Ol=s 2L (¢l
tence became illumined by the luminous morn from the Abha 33 L it 5, C & );.w PRGN
Kingdom, the rays of the Sun of Truth spread throughout all e el e ol e T

: . : ) ) O Oladar Obly 40§ 2T GBI o
regions. The seeing ones had their eyes brightened while the . o e .
bats found their abode and dwelling in the cave of darkness. s ;3;;\.» "”‘_u’ o> "{L”u’ﬁ o
One raised the cry of joy while another wailed in despair. One Yo 3 5 25l Ll "l’»«” S "“‘{
became intoxicated from the divine cup while another withered 3 5 M St e (B o 5’ L“””Hf
and languished. 02 bl 5 0305,

From the Covenant of “Am I not your Lord?” and “We send , <L » b of 3 o J% 3l e
down of the Qur’an that which is a healing and mercy to the \)L..’ NI u«lel\ 2y sl e
believers, but it increases not the wrongdoers except in loss.”

In any case, teach the Cause of God as much as you can, open v;& by s el CL dls bl

your tongue with proof and argument, guide souls to the Abha SN g i by s s L& ols,,

Paradise and lead them to the extended shade, so that you 5 el b ' b Lc - T
. . . ) Q6 et by # Colds s by

may raise the banner of faithfulness upon the highest summits e 3l “

of the greatest gift and become the manifestation of supreme e Sle e s AL 8 =

bounty. s35
And upon you be glory. Se U1

INBA13:117, MMK6#266
ABO05508

To: Aga Husayn grandson of Dakhil
Date: 1900 or <

O grandson of the illustrious Dakhil! 5 U5 He s o) &

For years, the noble Dakhil, like the birds in the gardens of  $lus job 0o o Aslas FENTR
divine unity, sang melodies in the rose-garden of detachment, ¢! 5L s 358 B wdais £ u.»g 93 A g
and with various tunes Warl?led upon the bran.ches of praise. J«;ﬂ N L) 5 C”“‘A Sl ol
Strangers were unaware of his secret, and the wicked were un- P T T
moved by his lamentations. He possessed a burning heart and 1 j\ 7 JM 5;- _)\ i f s ’:'; :: :
was like a kindled candle. The people of mystery were inti- ") )‘ L i"’ c‘d ? 'W'LM fw
mate with his lips, and the people of need were partners and 2~ Pl o3 Ok ol Mj), > "'”J
confidants in his inner secrets. B oL
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You who are a sapling of that garden and a flame of that lamp
- radiate light and set the world ablaze.

From this dream that you have seen, this is evident, and soon
the mysteries of the interpretation of this dream will become
manifest and evident in the realm of grandeur and the highest
horizon to the nearest horizon, and the radiance of that bounty
will encompass those friends of the Beauty of Oneness.

5 And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abbas.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ghulam-Ali Khan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast attained the sacred Threshold! At all times
I am occupied with thy remembrance and familiar with thy
thought. Not for a moment hast thou been forgotten, nor
shalt thou ever be. Remember thou those days when in Iraq we
attained the presence of the Luminary of the horizons and were
intoxicated with the cup of reunion. From those favors which
thou didst witness, I hope that in these days of separation and
times of deprivation thou mayest be like the morning star and
the radiant moon - that is, that thou mayest so shine with the
fire of the love of God and the light of the knowledge of God
as to consume the veils of idle fancy of every waverer in the
Covenant.

2 O Lord! This is a servant whom Thou didst honor with Thy
presence in Thy days and gave to drink a brimming cup in Iraq
from the wine of Thy reunion, and guided him to the shore of

the sea of immortality through Thy bounty, favor and kindness.

O Lord! Stir the tree of his being with the holy breaths of Thy
sanctity and illumine the essence of his heart and spirit with
the lights of Thy companionship. O Lord! Clothe him with the
robe of glory and gather him with the righteous and cause him
to enter among the chosen ones. Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Omnipotent.
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AB05900

To: Charlotte Colt
Date: 1900 or <

O thou leaf who art moved by the Breeze of God!

Verily, I address thee with all spiritual love and gladness from
this my residence at the base of Mount Carmel, which is blessed
through all ages by the prophets, as recorded in the ancient
Books. And I beseech His Highness the Merciful One to ordain
thee a faithful footing in the Kingdom of God and to provide
for thee all things by which thy mind may be brightened, thy
breast be gladdened, thy tongue become eloquent and whereby
the doors of the meanings hinted at in the sacred Books and
Tablets be opened to thy mind. Verily, the people are veiled
from comprehending the meanings of the Gospel, the Bible and
the Koran and know not the interpretation of the scriptures of
God, except those whose eyes are opened by the outpouring of
the Spirit of God. Thou shalt behold men-servants and maid-
servants of Baha’ in those far-distant lands and wide countries,
speaking the secrets of the Gospel and the mysteries of the
Bible and the allusions of the Koran and the explanation of
the Words of the Merciful One. Those are the servants to
whomsoever God hath assigned His mercy which overfloweth
the existence.

TAB.685, BSC.466 #870x

AB05888

To: Phoebe A Hearst
Date: 1900 or <

O unique pearl from the ocean of the Kingdom! May God
increase your brilliance and radiance! The glorious Lord Christ
- glory be to Him - said in the Gospel that it is easier for a camel
to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to
enter the Kingdom of God. However, praise be to God, wealth
and riches did not prevent you from entering the Kingdom of
God. This is the great honor, the noble glory, and the clear
proof of the purity of your intention, the clarity of your inner
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being, the loftiness of your station, and the elevation of your
purpose.

Soon you will see the lights of divine confirmation encompass-
ing from all directions, and the fame of your attraction to
the divine fragrances has spread throughout God’s Kingdom.
Tongues are blessed by the mention of God in gatherings of
prayer, invoking confirmation for you from the heaven of power
and might. This is the sovereignty that endures throughout all
ages, and the majesty whose lights shine brilliantly through
cycles and epochs. And upon you be the Glory!
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AB05535

Date: 1900 or <

O friend! Faithful friend! The afflictions and tribulations that
befell that wronged one from the hands of the wicked people
were written in detail by one of the free-minded ones. Hearts
were burned and souls were melted.

O mindful one! You know that this path is the pathway of love
for the Lord and the way of knowledge of the Creator. It is
not traversed with ease, nor is it traveled with physical comfort
and tranquility. Every step is a diamond, and every sorrow is
a companion. In every breath there is poison and honey and
sugar, and wounds are medicine and balm.

Having read “God made tribulation as the morning dew for this
verdant garden,” you have ridden the steed of high endeavor
in this divine field. In any case, be not sorrowful, be not grief-
stricken, be not heartbroken. Do not sit silent, choose not
dejection. Soon the lights will shine forth, the rain will pour
down, the winds of success will blow, and the dawn of triumph
will break. Be in excitement and motion, and in joy and delight,
for you have become captive to tribulation in the path of God
and have received your share from this eternal fountain.
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AB05692

Date: 1900 or <

O fragrant visitor! Praise be to God that thou hast flown
from the cage of separation and reached the dwelling-place of
the Beloved, rubbed thy face in the dust of His threshold, and
gained heavenly bounties. Thou hast become the manifestation
of grace and recited the verses of the All-Merciful.

Now, with an inner strength, a spiritual power, divine attrac-
tion, godly rapture, heavenly love, lordly longing, a radiant
countenance and a Baha’i character, return to thy homeland
and awaken those who sleep, for this is the time to serve the An-
cient Beauty and spread the fragrances of the Greatest Name.

Let us strive with heart and soul until His Cause prevails, His
light spreads, His bounty becomes universal, and His fame
reaches the East and West, North and South.

Among the greatest means for exalting the Word of God is the
establishment of a complete and well-organized school in all
respects. Since you requested to personally cover the expenses
of the ‘Ishqabad school, we have also accepted this.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Divine
Covenant!

The Day of “Am I not?” is the Day of Manifestation. It
is the hour of resurrection and revival. It is the time of the
revelation of light. It is the moment of effulgence upon Sinai
and the Mount. It is the Most Great Resurrection and the
Supreme Catastrophe, when that Sun of Reality shines forth
from the horizon of possibility and sheds its bounties upon the
kingdoms of creation.
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From its heat, radiance and effulgence, the mysteries in the soil
of the realities of beings become manifest, and from the grace
and bestowal of its tear-shedding cloud, the fruits of every tree
become visible.

The realities of all that greatest cycle are resurrected on that
blessed Day before the Merciful One, and all are included in
the address “Am I not?” The divine covenant and testament
is taken, and the merciful faith and pledge is received, so that
complete attachment to this firm cord may be achieved and
perfect adherence to this divine and unbreakable handle may
be attained.

And glory be upon thee and upon the steadfast ones.
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Date: 1900 or <

O descendant of that martyred leader, that luminous star!
Though outwardly he set in the west of sacrifice, in reality
he rose and shone forth from the luminous horizon. “Think
not of those who are slain in God’s way as dead. Nay, they
live, finding their sustenance in the presence of their Lord.”
That manifest light is radiant in the ancient horizon, and that
illumined candle is gleaming, shining and brilliant in the glass
of the mighty Kingdom.

Therefore, O pure descendant of his, walk in his footsteps and
be nurtured in his way. Freely sacrifice soul, spirit and heart
in the path of the Beloved of all possible things.

3 Soon the Sun of Reality will shine forth from the invisible
realm, the Dawning-Place of the mysteries of existence, in such
splendor that the sacred blood will surge forth and roses, hy-
acinths and tulips will spring up in the field of sacrifice. At
that time will appear the descendants of the martyrs: “We de-
sired to show favor unto those who were brought low in the
land and to make them leaders and to make them inheritors.”
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ABO05739

Date: 1900 or <

O Abdu'r-Ra’uf! Although some commotion arose in all direc-
tions from the calumnies of the calumniators, yet praise be to
God, through divine bounty the truth of the matter became
clear and evident. Through the justice of the new monarch and
the fairness of His Excellency the Prime Minister, the reality
of this sedition and its rejected perpetrators became obvious
and apparent, and the innocence of this oppressed community
became known.

All the friends must engage night and day in offering prayers
of gratitude for this justice and kindness, serving His Majesty
the Shah with sincere prayers and truthfulness.

Although you and the friends suffered injury from the plots of
the corrupt ones, yet these injuries were very slight and easy
compared to other injuries. Soon they will completely pass
away. Be confident, and if continuing to stay in that land
becomes very difficult and you must go to a place of refuge,
that too is permitted.

Convey the Most Glorious Ancient Greetings to Abdu’s-Samad.
And the Glory be upon you.
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AB05813

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art moved by the fragrant breeze from the divine
rose garden! When thou openest the musk-pod of thy soul,
the nostrils of the spiritual ones become perfumed, and when
thou lightest the candle of the Kingdom in the gathering of the
earthly realm through the grace of the Divine Realm, the eyes
of those with illumined hearts become brightened.

The melodies of the holy birds have an effect upon the ears
of earthly birds, yet the verses of the Most Glorious King-
dom make no impression upon the sight of those in the lowest
depths.
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Therefore give thanks to the Ancient Beauty that He caused
thee to be moved by the songs of the birds of the Paradise of
heaven, guided thee by the lights of the Sun of Truth, admit-
ted thee into the paradise of recognition, placed the crown of
the love of God upon thy head, gave thee a portion from the
fountain of Tasnim, and granted thee a share from the spring
of sanctification. This is naught but from the grace of thy
Generous Lord.

Therefore, in gratitude for this great victory, occupy thyself
with spreading the sweet fragrances of the clear proofs, that
the confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom may surround
thee from all directions.

ORI 8 1) o) s o8 5 5

o gl s b;‘)‘ﬂ’b SIEY WJrL’
Jels 0B e o s 550 p Culds S
3 AEL 0 il dedar Gy LIZ o

a5 Sy b o Vs e

Sy Slaki 2 e 55 o aSa

e ) o) @5 Sl b b 58 Jpade
A bl Sl

INBA13:307

ABO05844

Date: 1900 or <

O wise and esteemed one! Gallop a steed in the field of the di-
vine ones, and hit a ball in the vast plain of the Baha’is. Beat a
drum and raise a banner high. Blow a trumpet, sound a horn.
Raise a flame, let out a loud cry. Create a commotion, com-
pose a melody and raise high the music of the Kingdom of the
Self-Sufficient, so that you may observe how the hidden divine
powers and the holy spiritual beings of the Lord encompass all,
and how the unseen hosts advance.

By God, the Truth! In such vastness and expanse, the
sovereignty of East and West appears as a plaything, and the
wealth and bounty of this world seems like a passing shadow.
Such joy and gladness appears that souls become glad tidings
and hearts become illumined like the garden of the Kingdom.

And greetings be upon you and upon every servant who
has turned to the Kingdom of Truth, remained firm in the
Covenant, spoken with truthfulness, and turned wholly to the
Ancient Lord.
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Date: 1900 or <

O friends of the All-Merciful! From that climate comes good
attraction, enkindlement and firmness in the straight path, for
praise be to God, the friends are sacrificing their lives in love
for the Beauty of the All-Glorious and finding joy and delight
in enduring trials and tribulations.

The country of Azerbaijan has always been the object of the
merciful glance, therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hope is that in that
land and region souls will arise who are signs of the mercy of
the Lord and promoters of the traces of the Creator.

May they strike a fire of the love of God to the soul of Azer-
baijan so that the province of Tabriz may overflow with the
wine of the love of God, and Khuy become the source of the
diffusion of the fragrances and character of the Most Glorious
Beauty, and Milan become the center of attraction and incli-
nation toward the most exalted Kingdom. May Maraghih be
illumined by the gleam of bounty, and Mamaqan receive gifts
from the seekers of the All-Merciful.

And this will soon be achieved through the assistance and favor
of the All-Merciful and this beloved one will become manifest
in the gathering. Therefore rejoice in the glad-tidings of God
and be moved by the breaths of God and trust in God.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05907

Date: 1900 or <

O branch serving the Tree! Your services in Abadih are
accepted, beloved and praised. Indeed, divine confirmation
comes from the King of existence. The temples of unity
sacrifice themselves in this path and the manifestations of
detachment hasten to the altar. The greatest bounty is service
to the Cause of God and the most perfect gift is martyrdom
in the path of God.
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Through the aid and favor of His Holiness, the Lord of Majesty,
it is hoped and expected that the Afnan will, at every mo-
ment and instant, shine forth like a manifest light from the
horizon of certitude and strive with utmost diligence to pro-
mote the Cause of God and exalt the Word of God, and stand
firm like an iron barrier against the arrows of doubt from the
Covenant-breakers, and become like shooting stars against the
evil satans.

Name the newborn child Khavar.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all the loved ones of God
there who are firm in God’s Great and Exalted Covenant.
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AB06017

To: Ansaf, Abu’l Hasan et al., in Abadih
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! The Star of God’s Cause is shining with
brilliant rays in all horizons and the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha”
rises from the throat of existence to the realm beyond space.
The melody of “Glory be to my Lord, the Most High” reaches
from the lowest depths to the hearing of the Supreme Con-
course, and the song and melody of “Glory be to my Lord, the
Most Glorious” ascends continuously to the highest heavens.

Despite this, the deaf remain veiled and the Covenant-breakers,
like base worms, remain confined beneath the earth, while
“Where is the Word and its exaltation, and where is the benev-
olent white Law and its elevation” is on their tongues.

GBT o 3> Bl ol LSS Mol sl
eVl sl s wY bl ey
G Olomw *aski ol » OBk OLST
oo Jo) Sl w31 G 51 Je V)
Sl gV Gy Ol Kial &/Jlff

Joolse e

05 O 0Ll Cae OIS ) sl
lage o 3",@\ O s e ) 2 33

INBA13:413, INBA8T7:047b ,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

INBA52:047b

207


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v055/?page=462
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=206
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=49
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=49

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part ITI

ABO06165

AB06241

To: Baha’is of Bahar
Date: 1900 or <

O ye intoxicated lovers of the countenance of the Beloved
Friend! When the Beauteous Beloved revealed Himself among
souls in the form of a precious human being, the light shining
from this Joseph illumined the whole world with its beauty
and the lamp of reunion was lit in Egypt of the spirit.

Unveiled He stepped into the marketplace of men and dwelt
amongst them; with a comeliness surpassing the beauty of
Joseph, did He ope His store of sweetmeats and proffer true
sweetness to the world. When crowds of customers approached,
some who were true seekers pressed forward to relinquish pure
pearls and regal gems in exchange for His divine goods. Oth-
ers offered no more than skeins of yarn but though this was
a paltry bargain it was their all, whilst there were those, alas,
who turned away their gaze from Him in scorn, rejected all He
offered and strove to extinguish His light. Alas, and yet again
alas.

That Joseph in His mercy hath repaired to the realm above
where He attained true grandeur; that Sovereign of the Divine
Kingdom hath been enthroned upon the seat of eternal glory.
But ponder and consider how, though He be Lord of the Invis-
ible Realm, the rays of His benediction still shine unceasingly
upon this nether world.
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To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O ye pure handmaidens of the Blessed Beauty! Praised and
glorified be God that ye have attained the stations of nearness
to the All-Glorious, while many ascetics and devotees, who
take no account of the time of the day, consecrate themselves
to the Adored One in the mosques and monasteries with heads
constantly bowed in worship, and numerous holy women and
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nuns seclude themselves by renouncing the world and live in a
state of continual fasting, have not. They are destitute; ye en-
joy intimate access to the inmost secrets. They are counted as
among the dead; ye are quickened and set free by the water of
life, have become manifestations of divine favours, daysprings
of guidance and centres of bestowals. One should thank God,
praise and glorify Him, worship Him and be steadfast in His
Covenant and Testament. Glory be upon you.
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To: Ali Muhammad Navvab, in Isfahan
Date: 1900 or <

O son-in-law of that embodiment of faithfulness!

Although compelling occupations and pressing duties surround
me from all directions at present, and there is absolutely no
opportunity to write even a word, yet since you are related to
that essence of purity and that pearl of the shell of faithfulness
- he who was a martyr to the Blessed Beauty and a sacrifice to
the Exalted One, detached from all else, ascended to the Abha
Kingdom, and attained the paradise of reunion - I have put
aside all tasks and turned to remembering you.

Consider how cherished you are! Value that assured leaf and
that confident maidservant of God, that memorial of the mar-
tyr to the Greatest Name, and convey glorious greetings and
honor on my behalf to her.

And upon you both be the Glory.
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AB06157

To: Ali Akbar Abbasuf Milani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm and steadfast! The clouds of mercy
have cast their shadow overhead and the lights of the supreme
bounty have shone forth upon the East and the West. The
Banner of the Covenant hath been raised aloft and the heat of
the Sun of the Day of the Primordial Covenant hath radiated
forth, yet the frozen ones still remain afflicted with their own
coldness like ice.

Say: O frozen one! How long wilt thou remain frozen and
follow the vain imaginings of the veiled souls? The light of the
Sun cannot be concealed by the clouds of idle fancies. The
branch that hath branched from the Most Great Ocean cannot
be prevented from outpouring by absurdities.

If eyes are illumined, the lights are manifest, and if nostrils are
open, the horizons are perfumed with holy fragrances. But if
souls are blind and deaf, they are surely fruitless, for one with
a cold cannot smell the fragrance of musk, and the blind one
is veiled from beholding the subtle light.

And glory be upon every one who is firm and steadfast in the
Covenant of God. ‘Abbas.
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AB06034

To: Bahiyyih daughter of Ibn-i-Dakhil, in Maraghih
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of God! His honor Aqa Mirza Haydar-‘Ali,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, has interceded
and mentioned that leaf with the utmost reverence in his writ-
ing and has requested the inscription of this letter. Despite
this pen being in constant motion day and night and ink flow-
ing continuously, and despite letters from all directions having
filled the treasury like that of the forgiven king, with correspon-
dence scattered and strewn from every direction with responses
delayed - consider what special attention has been paid to you,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e ade o sk Ve BT Ol il )
BL \J 45‘)} d—\'ﬁ} b)}f C,.LLNJ LS'('Y‘ 41)\
B sledal oo p By IK s 2
BISEReS é’ g S sl 02§ (,5) o
Q‘)&;«) Otﬁ)s;&m J\v\ﬁj QYﬁ)J
s olsly fas 0 BBl e 3
w2y 5K J;bﬁ}) 0358 ygeme |y
Of aa>Se o:\;’é‘ﬁ&b’ u\}>- 9 o-\,ﬁl{’}

210


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v055/?page=350
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-200.html

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

ABO06013

that even though no letter has been received from you, a re-
sponse is being written.

O illumined leaf! Ask of God that you may be a noble descen-
dant of your illustrious grandfather His Honor Dakhil, and like
a dove in the sanctified garden may you sing various melodies
in the paradise of divine unity.
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AB06013

To: Baha’is of Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

He is the Goal of my heart, my Hope, and the Ultimate Aim
of my aspirations. These are servants who have submitted to
Your sovereignty and humbled themselves before the power of
Your proof, whose faces have bowed down before Your glory,
O Living One, O Self-Subsisting One, whose necks have been
humbled before Your dominion, O my Ancient Lord before all
ages, whose heads have bowed before Your majesty, O my Com-
passionate Master. They have fallen under the claws of fierce
beasts of tribulations and dropped into the pit of abandonment
through calamities. Drought and barrenness, illness and flood
and woe have overcome that land and region, uprooting their
foundations, shaking their pillars, sickening their bodies and
distressing their spirits. O Lord, take them not to task for the
sins of others. Shine upon them the lights of Your pardon and
forgiveness, Your grace and mercy and favor, and [ward off]
from them every affliction, hardship and illness. Verily You
are the All-Merciful.
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AB06005

To: Afnan, in Port Said
Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! T am Your servant, despairing of myself,
overwhelmed by my transgressions, my great sins, my severe
disobedience, and my excessive rebellion. I have nothing except
Your magnificent beneficence and all-encompassing forgiveness.
Lord, Lord! You see me bewildered in my affairs, my unity
scattered, my gathering dispersed, my composure disheveled,
my heart troubled, my inner being inflamed, my tears flowing,
and my face turned toward You. Have mercy on me through
Your grace, Your generosity, and Your bounty. Forgive my sins,
pardon my errors and stumbles, admit me into the fortress of
Your forgiveness and protection, accompany me with Your aid,
cut me off from all else but You, and make my face sincere
toward Your generous countenance. Verily, You are the All-
Merciful, the All-Compassionate. O Lord! Assist me with
Your confirmations, make me successful through Your aids, and
make me one of Your sincere servants.
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AB06518

To: Haji Muhammad Javad, in Qaf
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast succeeded in turning toward the Most Glori-
ous Horizon!

By God the True One, all contingent being struts in robes of
glory and boasts over the supreme realms throughout creation,
for the Most Great Luminary, the Ancient Beauty, the Sun of
Glory hath shone forth upon all regions and directions, and
the earth is illumined by the light of its Lord.

Indeed the dusty earth boasts over the azure dome of heaven
that it became the footstool of the Glory in the Day of Meeting,
and the All-Merciful is established upon the throne.
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Yet the foolish among the witless say that the Day of the Lord
hath passed and darkness hath encompassed all and the pitch-
black night hath descended and the lights of the Most Glorious
Beauty have set. This is but error and blindness. They have
eyes but see not with them and perceive not that His light is
everlasting and His radiance eternal. All are His servants and
all draw from the ocean of His favors.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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To: Aqa Abdu’l-Ali, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O firm and steadfast one! The sweet fragrance that wafted
from the gardens of the heart of that one enamored with the
Abha Beauty perfumed the nostrils of the yearning ones, for
love of the Ancient Beauty is a recurring fragrance in this gath-
ering and assembly. You have always been and continue to be
mentioned. Be assured that, praise be to God, you illumined
and brightened the face of that noble elder in the Abha King-
dom, and this is glory for you in both worlds. Be thankful for
this great blessing. And the Glory be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to the
assured leaf, the handmaiden of God Dajee’, and likewise to
the respected descendant. O Lord! Assist them all to achieve
all hopes and open before them the door of comfort and ease.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.
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AB06174

To: Abbasally Butt, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

O thou whose service is accepted and whose labor is appre-
ciated! Thou didst supervise the Holy Casket which became
the niche for the lamp of the Sacred Temple and the place of
concealment for the pure body. This was a service which the
chosen ones of God wished and desired. Thou wert successful
and confirmed in this.

Raise thy hands in thanksgiving and say: “O Bestower! What
bounty was this that Thou didst freely grant, and what gift
was this that Thou didst make worthy! I was downcast - Thou
didst make me exalted. I was withered - Thou didst grant new
life. T was unknown - Thou didst make me renowned. In the
lower world I was nameless - in the higher realm Thou didst
make me famous. I was without worth - Thou didst make me
an esteemed person of rank in both the earthly and heavenly
kingdoms until the end of time. Thanks be to Thee, praise be
to Thee, grace be to Thee, generosity be to Thee. Praise be to
Thee in all conditions.”
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AB06320

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Mihdi Vaiz Rashti
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast been subjected to severe afflictions! Although
this calamity that befell thee was a most grievous catastrophe
and a most great tribulation, yet thy patience and forbearance
were a gift from God. That precious son, having become intox-
icated with the overflowing cup of truth in his final days and
having attained the utmost turning toward the Kingdom of
Oneness, his ascension was thus like a spiritual ascent and his
passing was eternal life. Now, like the morning bird, he war-
bleth and singeth in the gardens of the Kingdom, and upon the
branches of the world of immortality he continuously chanteth.
He is intoxicated with the cup of bounty and overcome by the
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wine of forgiveness and pardon. Be thou of good cheer and con-
tent with His decree. “Verily, the patient will be given their
reward without measure” and glory be upon every patient one
in tribulation.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey the Most Wondrous Abha greetings to Jinab-i-Haji
Muhammad Isma’il.
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AB06352

To: Badi, in Sabzihvar
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art guided by the Supreme Guidance!

The Sun of Truth hath not shone forth from the Horizon of
Oneness with such radiance that Its rays could be concealed
by the veils of the people of contingent being. The waves of
the Most Great Sea have not risen so high that they could be
held back by the barriers of the vain imaginings of neglectful
souls. The sweet fragrances of holiness have not been diffused
from the gardens of the Most Glorious Kingdom such that the
dung beetles from the refuse heaps of ignorance could cause
confusion in the Cause.

Glory be to God! What ignorance is this, that a handful of
dust should seek to eclipse the stars of heaven, that a few
bats should pursue the concealment of the rays of the sun,
that contemptible sparrows should seek the abasement of the
soaring vulture of the ethereal realm, that lowly worms should
seek to prevent the sweet fragrance of Paradise, that abject
kites should desire the defeat of the glorious eagle, and that
a weak gnat should covet the throne of Solomon, the king of
existence. Vain are their deeds, and alas, alas for what they
are promised!
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AB06202

To: Ghulamhusayn Khan, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O my spiritual friend! In the words of the Persian mystic:

When the rose is gone and the garden laid waste,

Where else can we seek the fragrance of the rose but in rose
water?

Since Jinab-i-Fida’i and Qurbani of the Blessed Beauty, Rida-
Quli Khan, has ascended to the Most Glorious Kingdom, let
us inhale his musk-like fragrance from the gardens of Jinab-
i-Ghulam-Husayn Khan’s heart. Truly you are that divine
leader’s physical and spiritual descendant and the manifesta-
tion of “The son is the secret of his father.” Therefore I hope
that through the aid of the Lord you will keep his lamp burning,
water his cultivation, and nurture his sapling - nay, that you
will be enabled to achieve even greater things, for his name was
Rida-Quli while yours is Husayn-Quli. In any case, strive to
fill his cup to overflowing and become the joy of the righteous
ones.
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AB06510

To: Ali Akbar Tihrani
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast been afflicted with a great calamity! Those
souls who have been quickened by the holy breaths of the Most
Great Name and the Spirit of Christ, the Ancient Beauty - even
should all the destructive forces of the world assail them, they
would have no effect and could exert no influence. All blows
fall upon the earthly body and elements of dust, not upon the
pure soul. All harm reaches the garment of the body, not the
spirit filled with spirit and the light of the gathering.

2 Therefore, be not sorrowful or grief-stricken over this calamity,
and raise not cries of lamentation. Rather, be joyful that she
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remained firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament,
and held fast to the counsels of the Lord God. And pray that
all may attain to such success and may ascend firm and stead-
fast.

Convey greetings to all the friends. And the Glory be upon
thee.
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AB06205

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! It is mentioned in the glorious Gospel that
one day a group of Jews came to the holy presence of His
Holiness the Spirit of God (Christ) and had a coin in their hand.
They asked to whom they should submit this coin, meaning to
whom should they pay tribute and tax. He asked what was
engraved on the coin. They said the name of Caesar. He
said render unto God what is God’s and unto Caesar what
is Caesar’s. That is, in physical matters be subservient to
Caesar and in spiritual matters be servants of the Most Great
and Glorious One.

Therefore, just as heavenly happiness, glory, success, salvation
of the Kingdom and ascent to the seat of truth depend upon
servitude at the Threshold of Oneness, likewise physical com-
fort and ease, worldly happiness and glory, and heartfelt joy
and delight are conditional upon obedience and submission to
government.
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AB06521

To: Muhammad Bagir Hamadani, in Tthran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast traveled from God unto God! T supplicate
my Lord, the Most Glorious, every morn and eve, with voice
both loud and soft, that He may make firm thy steps in the
path of the Covenant and Testament, illuminate thine eyes
to behold His hosts of divine confirmation from on high, fill
thy heart with joy and gladness through His grace and bounty
which have encompassed thee from all directions, and prepare
for thee guidance in thy affairs.

Therefore grieve not over what hath come to pass, be content
with His decree, and in the face of great calamities hold fast to
the cord of gracious patience. For, by thy Most Exalted Lord,
he who hath ascended to the Most Glorious Kingdom hath
attained to the divine presence and meeting, and rejoiceth in
the supreme blessing, saying: “Would that I had achieved this
in the past! O what joy from this mighty bestowal and most
excellent gift! Enter ye therein in peace, secure - this is indeed
a clear authorization.”
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AB06246

To: Aga Muhammad Mihdi
Date: 1900 or <

O you who circle round the gathering place of the Concourse
on High! Among the greatest divine gifts is the awakening of
man in this merciful age and divine cycle, and being ignited
by the fire kindled in the human tree, and attaining the honor
of circling round the luminous spot.

Praise be to God that you have attained these gifts which are
the greatest of aspirations, and have been encompassed by the
favors of the All-Merciful Lord, and have been the object of
His benevolent glance.

Now when you return to that land, take to the friends the gift
of the divine fragrances, and give to the companions the glad
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tidings of the bounty of the Lord. Give a portion to those
without portion, and bestow a share upon the deprived ones
who are without share.

The people are heedless and negligent, ignorant and unwise. If
they fall short in understanding and are lazy in recognition,
be forbearing and overlook their shortcomings. Look to the
greatest horizon and deal with them according to His great
and glorious favors.

5 And the Glory be upon you.
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AB06520

To: Darvish Muhammad Ali
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast served the servants of the All-Merciful with
spirit and fragrance! By thy life, this is a station wherein thou
shouldst glory among the sincere ones, for service to the loved
ones of God is service to the Beloved of the worlds.

Thy letter was received and its contents were understood. Thy
sudden journey to that land and region became the cause of
removing discord and dust between the righteous ones, and
brought freshness and vigor to the hearts of the free.

I beseech God to enable thee to achieve even greater than this,
so that through the assistance and grace of the Ancient Beauty
thou mayest be enabled to spread the breath of life in that land,
raise high the standard of the Covenant, and light such a lamp
as will burn eternally in the everlasting glass and perpetual
niche.

Convey to all the friends of God the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous greetings. At all times we are engaged in their remem-
brance, and greetings be upon them all.
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AB06290

To: Haji Kazim son-in-law of Ustad Aga Sabbagh
Date: 1900 or <

O flower of the rose-garden of love! Light the lamp of the
Covenant in the glass of the heart and illumine the niche of
contingent being. The darkness of violation has darkened the
horizons of the hearts of the deprived ones. With the light of
steadfastness kindle such a flame that you may transform this
dark night of the negligent ones into light and bestow fresh life
upon the lifeless and extinguished souls.

Guide the lost caravan to the path of guidance and direct the
dead fish to the sweet waters of the Euphrates. Be confident
in the favors of the Ancient Beauty and be gladdened by the
outpourings of the Most Great Name.

The mighty pillar is a refuge and shelter, and the manifest
light is a guide and leader of the way. What else do you seek
and desire? This is indeed a mighty bounty! This is indeed a
manifest light! This is indeed an intense outpouring!
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AB06494

To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <

O my spiritual friend! You went to Haifa while you were
present in the illumined heart and visible to the inner sight.
It is as though you were not absent - rather, your absence is
presence and your passage through the heart is joy.

I beseech the All-Forgiving Lord to assist you in gathering to-
gether God’s sheep, His sincere servants, and uniting the scat-
tered ones among God’s loved ones, His believing bondsmen.
This is true triumph and prosperity, power and success, so that
you may become a shepherd of God’s flock in those regions.
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This letter is written in ta’liq script which is better than naskh
script. If naskh is preferred, we will send you another copy
tomorrow in naskh script.

Convey my greetings to the Doctor and to Mrs. Maryam and
Mrs. Nabiha and Mrs. Labiba of the Kheiralla family - may
God make goodness theirs in the hereafter and in this world -
and likewise to all the loved ones. Peace.
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AB06111

To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha’t
Date: 1900 or <

O Baha’il How precious you are, for in name and fame, in
the hidden and manifest, you are associated with the Beloved!
You are renowned throughout all regions and enamored with
the countenance of the Luminary of the horizons. Even if you
were to hide your face and dishevel your hair, and raise a hun-
dred veils and flee to the mountains, plains and wilderness,
there would be no escape, for your name would reveal your
purpose and your fame would proclaim your goal. Now that
this is so, come and bring forth the mystery of existence into
the realm of witness. In name and letter, in the hidden and
manifest, in form and garment, in mystery and appearance, in
the concealed and revealed, in deed and word and conduct - in
all these become truly Baha'i.

“I am lost, O Love, possessed and dazed, Love’s fool am I, in
all the earth.”
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AB06338

To: Mustafa Quli Khan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the holy fragrances! In this con-
fined realm and this world full of color and water, even if thou
shouldst tarry a hundred thousand years, thou wilt find naught
but wound and poison, sickness and pain, grief and torment.
Its honey is deadly poison and its glory is great abasement. Its
light is darkness and its manifestation is absence. Its pleasure
is folly and its sovereignty is a mirage of nothingness.

Therefore take a step away from this unsafe place and pass on
to the placeless realm of the All-Merciful. Become independent
of all who exist and be illumined by the lamp of the Abha
Kingdom, that thou mayest become the chief of the hosts of
the Supreme Concourse and the commander of the army of the
world of grandeur, the leader of the forces of salvation and the
guide of the armies of the Sovereign of Life.

Mayest thou become the prince of both worlds and the king of
the realm of mystic knowledge. And upon thee be glory.
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AB06318

To: Shaykh Baba Qadiri
Date: 1900 or <

O manifestation of true mystical knowledge! The love of God
is like the garment of Joseph, the All-Merciful, whose sweet
fragrance perfumes all regions and, like the morning breeze,
brings the dead bodies back to life. Like the trumpet blast it
bestows life upon the lifeless and weary corpse, and like the
epiphany of Sinai and the flash of light, it illumines the realm
of hearts. Therefore, the sweet fragrance of that pure heart
reaches to the celestial sphere, and the radiance of that light
upon those hearts extends even to this blessed spot.
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How blessed art thou! O thou of auspicious fortune! O thou of
blessed heart! O thou of pure clay and essence! O manifesta-
tion of “Neither My earth nor My heaven can contain Me, yet
the heart of My faithful servant containeth Me”! O dawning-
place of “My servant draws nigh unto Me through voluntary
devotions”! Blessed art thou! Again blessed art thou! And the
Glory be upon thee!

g ot @l 5 de L ol
e ) F sk ST ) ds S
B g S Sl Yy 2l Y
2l 3 IO s sl el s
T gk f S Gk L

S

rt

INBA59:275a, INBA88:297a, SF102.130

AB06500

To: Tabib
Date: 1900 or <

O thou physician of the hearts! The Most Great Medicine hath
appeared. The Ancient Physician healeth the nations with a
sovereign remedy that penetrateth the nerves and veins - a
pure, sufficient and healing elixir. It quickeneth the soul, its
joy dispelleth grief; it revealeth the realities of divine mysteries;
it illumineth the heart and maketh it merciful; it transformeth
the breast into a divine mirror and the eyes into the seat of the
presence of the Eternal. It is healing to the breast and light
unto the eyes; it is the mystery of divine attributes and names.

Its chalice is the primal, timeless Cup of Alast; its wine is the
crimson Wine of the Supreme Covenant; its Cupbearer is the
Abha Beauty. Its cup is brimming over, its wine most choice,
and its Cupbearer the Rose-cheeked Beauty.

Be ye intoxicated! Be ye wine-worshippers! Take ye the chalice
in hand! Be ye filled with fervor and rapture! This is the most
pure Wine! This is the crystal Cup! This is the Resurrection!

The spiritual ones are intoxicated from this Wine, and they
who are filled with the divine spirit have quaffed their fill and
are inebriated from this overflowing Cup with the bounteous
gifts of Baha.
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AB06289

To: Tuti mother of Ali Akbar Abbasuf et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O ye maidservants of God! Consider what the bounties and
loving providence of the Ancient Beauty have accomplished
and what the gifts of the Most Great Name have achieved. The
most noble women of this world have longed to be handmaidens
of even one of His lowly servants. They have all been dejected
and deprived.

Yet ye have become the particular recipients of His bounteous
servitude and are related to His Threshold. Spend these days
and nights as if in celebration of Naw Ruz; be joyously content
and in the state of utmost exhilaration that ye are crowned
with such a diadem, that ye are adorned with such a necklace,
that ye are robed in such a graceful garment and have such
a seal upon your hands. Great is your blessedness because of
this bounty O ye maidservants of the All-Merciful
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AB06060

To: Kashani, Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! What you had written to the wise son was
noted, hence this response is being written. The people of Baha
must be manifestations of the greatest chastity and supreme
virtue. In the divine texts it is written, and the meaning of the
verse in Persian is that even if the most beautiful women were
to pass before them, their gaze would never turn in that direc-
tion. The meaning is that purity and sanctity are among the
greatest characteristics of the people of Baha. The assured and
tranquil believing women must become renowned throughout
all regions for their complete purity, sanctity, chastity, virtue,
modesty, veiling, and bashfulness, so that all may testify to
their purity, cleanliness, and virtuous qualities. For an atom
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of chastity is greater than a hundred thousand years of worship
and an ocean of knowledge.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB06211

Date: 1900 or <

Make firm our steps, O Lord! in Thy Path and strengthen
Thou our hearts in Thy obedience. Turn our faces toward the
Beauty of Thy Oneness and gladden our bosoms with the Signs
of Thy Divine Unity. Adorn our bodies with the Robe of Thy
Bounty and remove from our eyes the veil of sinfulness and give
us the Chalice of Thy Grace, that the essence of all beings may
sing Thy praise before the vision of Thy Grandeur. Reveal then
Thyself, O Lord! by Thy merciful Utterance and the mystery
of Thy Divine Being, that the holy ecstasy of prayer may fill
our souls — a prayer that shall rise above words and letters and
transcend the murmur of syllables and sounds — that all things
may be merged into nothingness before the revelation of Thy
Splendour.

Lord! These are servants that have remained fast and firm in
Thy Covenant and Thy Testament, that have held fast unto
the Cord of constancy in Thy Cause and clung unto the hem
of the Robe of Thy Grandeur. Assist them, O Lord! with Thy
Grace, confirm with Thy Power and strengthen their loins in
obedience to Thee.

3 Thou art the Pardoner, the Gracious.
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Date: 1900 or <

O handmaid of God! Be not sad, neither do thou grieve. Be
content with the bounty of the Ancient Beauty, may my life
be a sacrifice for His loved ones!

That thrall at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty was favored
with great fortune; a penitent servant, he spent his life reposing
beneath the shade of celestial grace. He quaffed the cup of
bestowal and attained Him Who is the world’s Desire. Finally,
with the utmost lowliness and fervor, he ascended to the Most
Exalted Horizon.

What bounty, then, can be greater than this? Should one
leave this world in such a state as that, one will be alive, not
dead; one will gain life, not lose it; one will be illumined, not
extinguished; one’s memory shall remain in the minds of others,
not be forgotten. Should one ascend through such a favor as
this, we must rejoice, not mourn; we must laugh, not weep.

And shouldst thou be sad that thou hast been left fatherless,
sorrow not. If he hath departed, I shall be thy father in his
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Date: 1900 or <

O Forgiver! Pardon sin and cover the faults of the transgressors.
We are all sinners and wrongdoers, yet we shun those of base
forgiveness. Your pardon is all-encompassing and Your grace is
perfect. Through the shortcomings and disobedience of those
with darkened faces, admit them to the presence of the fair-
faced ones of the Paradise of Oneness. Though we are lowly,
they are noble - through grace make the lowly into flowers of
the rose garden. Though we are sinners, they are the righteous
ones. Through Divine bounty, illuminate this dark night with
lights.
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O Eternal Lord, Your servant Mahdi, out of intense longing,
spread his wings and flew to the gardens of eternity. And
after some time, his son Gholam Hossein also hastened to the
precincts of holiness. O Kind Lord, grant these two birds of the
meadow of certitude a nest in the Divine Lote Tree, intoxicate
them with the dawn breezes of the Dove of Oneness, console
those left behind, and grant patience and forbearance in sep-
aration. You are the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Knowing
and the Kind.
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Date: 1900 or <

O servants of the Friend! It is morning and the lights of the
bounty of grace are shining and gleaming from the invisible
Kingdom of the Most Glorious Realm. Pure hearts are re-
ceiving endless divine manifestations and hidden outpourings,
while successive glad tidings from the unseen world arrive and
holy fragrances spread from the gardens of oneness.

Glory be to God! These universal outpourings which illumi-
nate and encompass all directions, lighting up East and West
- their radiance had no effect on the eyes of the blind, their
sweet fragrance did not perfume any nostrils, their wondrous
bounty yielded no fruit for the ignorant soul, their precious gift
gave no benefit to the base person.

O ye firm and steadfast ones! Soar with joy and delight, for
you have found firm footing and are as a firmly-rooted tree.
You have a radiant countenance and a heart brilliant as the
sun. You possess a spirit in motion and boundless victories.
You are holding fast to the Covenant and clinging to the cord
of the testament and pledge. And glory be upon you.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art supplicating unto God! W) AV Jee ot (o

[illeg.] and the world-illuming Sun is turning toward the West,
while this servant gazes toward the East. That is, I long for
the East to become the dawning-place of the Luminary of the
Supreme Heaven and the shining Moon of the Manifest Beauty,
for the original homeland of that most brilliant Sun is the
Supreme Throne. This is the desire of heart and soul, and
the yearning of mind and conscience. The people of the West
say: “Though we are strangers, yet we hope that through the
bounties and favors of the Ancient Beauty we may become the
envy of the East, and that the West may become as the East,
and that much blood may turn to perfumed musk. Though we
are people of the West, yet in intelligence, knowledge, freedom
and wisdom we are leaders over the people of the East. If this
Most Great Luminary had risen from our horizon, by now the
regions of the West would have become the illumined morn,
the embodied spirit, and the manifest light.”
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Date: 1900 or <

O Bahadir! Thou art a helper and supporter, brave and valiant,
a man of the field and a lion-tamer. Yet our hope is that thou
wilt gallop in the field of divine knowledge and ride thy swift
steed, charging forward until thou dost capture thy heart’s de-
sire with thy lasso and attain distinction in the divine realm.
For many years thou wast a desert wanderer - now drink from
the cup of love for the Ancient Beauty, that the greatest elixir
of thy desire and hope may penetrate the copper of thy condi-
tions and affairs, turning black copper into red gold as the di-
vine alchemy manifests its power. Divine assistance is a mighty
and impetuous host, and heavenly protection is the cause of
joy and delight. Cold is transformed to heat, and autumn and
fall lead to spring and vernal season. The crow and raven die
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in the ash-heap of abasement, while the nightingale and falcon
perch in the rose garden and upon the arm of the sovereign.
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Date: 1900 or <

O Two Brothers, two bodies! Praise be to God that you
have traversed and crossed mountains and hills, plains and
deserts and seas, and reached the circumambulating place
of the Supreme Concourse, and prostrated yourselves at this
Threshold, and won the ball of bounty from the field, and
dwelt for some days in this blessed spot, and attained to
bounties that were the ultimate desire of the pure ones and
the highest hope of the holy ones.

Therefore, in gratitude for these favors, gird up the lobes of
effort and strive with firm resolve to serve the Cause of God.
And service to the Cause means to acquire divine characteris-
tics and to hold fast to the Most Firm Handle of the Absolute
Truth. This means manifesting praiseworthy qualities and be-
ing adorned with holy attributes, being enkindled with the fire
of God and being attracted to the perfuming breaths of God,
so that in whatever city you may be, you become renowned for
all virtuous qualities.

And upon you and upon every steadfast and ancient one be
the Glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

He is the Praised One in all His utterances

The chain that bound the Joseph of the prison turns to mercy’s
chain, And Egypt, in the realm of truth, o’er every land is king
again.

The realm of Solomon is not confined within this heap of dust,
The Kingdom that is God’s alone spreads out unbounded, wide
and just.

The grace of Him of ancient days at dawn is sea, and Jamshid’s
cup, Who drinks a tiny drop of it becomes the chief of drunken
ones caught up.

It is God’s grace that satisfies, that sets the hearts of lovers
flame, That moistens the dried mouth of birds, and makes a
cure for every pain.

i The world is full of strangers all, but God alone remains the

Friend, The heart is lover of the Face, that so the Beloved may
descend.

Since now the Loved One is heart’s cure, the cup of bounty
overflows, And in His love, though blood be shed, all blood is
cheap as each heart knows.

The helpless heart becomes lament, with many sighs and many

cries, Afflicted and without a cure, yet every moment sacrifice.

O moon-faced Beauty, dearest one, a fallen wretch indeed am
I, An exile wandering in this land, with breast still burned and
parched and dry.
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Date: 1900 or <

The light of guidance blazeth bright, Mount Piety is crowned
with light;

With yearning soul hath Moses’ might sought Sinai’s hallowed
height.

Behold that morn-illumined brow, that manifesting splendor
now;

Behold those roseate cheeks that glow—what radiant beauty’s
here, 1 vow.

At every breath a breeze is blown, the scent of ambergris is
strewn;

The dawn of hope hath brightly shone—the darksome earth is
lustrous grown.

The sea of Truth with waves doth roll, and every wave becomes
a host in whole;

Those hosts ascend unto their goal—each lowly vale is
mountain-soul.

The cry of “I am God” on high resoundeth through the arching
sky;

None hear it save the spirit’s ear—the deaf have heard no sum-
mons nigh.

A cloud it is with jewels rife, a grace that poureth pearls of
life;

A light that showereth sparks abroad—the splendors come
with brilliance rife.

The horizons breathe sweet amber’s trace, all being glows with
light and grace;

So many sleepers wake at last—the meaning of the dream they
face.

5 God’s love hath grown so fierce and grand, the world is set in

sparks that stand;

The cup of bounty brimmeth full, now that the wine-cup cir-
cleth hand to hand.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art illumined by the lamp that hath lit up the
earth and the heavens! If thou wert to become aware of the
lights of bounty shining upon thee from the outpouring of thy
Most Glorious Lord, thy tongue would overflow with gratitude
for this generosity and bestowal, and in praise of thy Most
Exalted Lord.

So glory be to my Most Glorious Lord! But God has veiled
and concealed it beneath the veil of the unseen for a wisdom
that God alone knoweth.

So glory be to my Most Exalted Lord! I address thee from
this place of seclusion on the slope of Mount Carmel, facing
and prostrating before the Blessed Spot, the circumambula-
tion point of the Concourse on High, whose lights blaze and
shine forth to the heart of heaven, and from which the holy
fragrances spread to all regions and directions.

The angels of the highest paradise seek blessings from the dust
of its holy presence, and soon thou shalt hear its resounding
voice in the East and West of the earth. Then thou shalt see
necks bowed before its sovereignty, heads bent before its proof,
and faces humbled before the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.

So glory be to my Most Glorious Lord! On your behalf do I
circumambulate.
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AB06585

To: Fatimih Sultan Fath-i-Azam, in Ardistan
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of Truth! You are a memorial of Fath-i-A’zam
and a descendant of that magnificent spirit. Therefore, be as-
sociated with his character and nature and be known for his
qualities and attributes. That leader of the righteous was occu-
pied day and night in serving the righteous friends, spreading
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divine fragrances, and moving like the morning breezes. You
too should adopt his way and accept his path.

Day and night, shine like a lamp of light and burn like a candle
of joy. Close your eyes to both worlds so that you may obtain
the treasures of the Kingdom and become a tamed bird, caus-
ing remembrance and enthusiasm and passion in the gatherings
of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful.
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To: Brother of Aqa Bala, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O Kind God! We are sinful and You are the Forgiver. We are
wicked and You are the Pardoning, All-Forgiving One.

Though the waves of sin have risen high, yet we trust in Your
pardon and forgiveness. Though the flood of disobedience has
reached its peak, yet we cling to Your grace and bounty.

O God of great generosity, cover our faults, make the sea of
mercy surge forth and give us to drink from the cup of forgive-
ness. Though the darkness of sins is intense, yet the moonlight
of Your forgiveness is most brilliant.

O Lord, grant this poor one a place in the exalted court, make
him esteemed, make him a shining star in the heaven of for-
giveness, and bestow upon him shelter and refuge in the shade
of the tree of hope.

You are the Pardoning, Forgiving and All-Powerful One.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishgabad
Date: 1900 or <

O faithful servant! That Manifest Light, like unto a shining
candle, was set ablaze in the assemblage of man. The moths of
the flower-garden of the Merciful circled round that Incandes-
cent Lamp, and they feared no one save God. They offered up
their lives freely while giving thanks to their executioners, and
kissed the edge of the sword in order to obtain their ultimate
goal. In the end, they tasted the nectar of reunion with their
Lord, the Most Exalted.

Ponder upon that honeyed cup! What kind of beverage doth
it contain that it would give rise to such intoxication and at-
traction? The taste of the drinkers was so sweet that even
the palates of the hearers were sweetened. This is a sweetness
that shall always be savored and a delight that shall endure
for evermore.

The glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB06986

To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O you who are a remembrance of that brilliant star!

Now that you have reached that region and picked flowers and
herbs from that garden of love, you must hasten to Bukhara
on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and visit the fragrant shrine of His
Holiness the learned Nabil, upon him be the Glory of God.
For that spot is perfumed with ambergris and that tomb is
fragrant, since it contains the sacred dust of that blessed soul
who entered the circle of those near to the Most Holy Court.

That revered being became detached from all worldly things
and gave his heart over to the face and tresses of the Beloved.
He hastened to the Most Holy Court and attained the honor
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of meeting Him, taught the Cause of God, and endured a thou-
sand blows and afflictions.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB06881

To: Shaykh Husayn-Ali (Zavih), in Khurasan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast suffered in the path of God! Even though thou
wert apparently disgraced and suffered many an affliction, even
though thou didst lose thy home and all thy possessions became
the spoils of thy adversaries, even if thy shop was ransacked and
the members of thy household lost their shelter nevertheless,
despite all this thou didst follow the example of the Ancient
Beauty and the Most Great Name. For all these difficulties
and adversities befell His pure and holy Person too. Thus thy
sufferings deserve praise and gratitude.

Every habitation is destroyed by the vicissitudes of time and
circumstances and every home is finally uprooted by the im-
petuous cruelty of fate. But now, since these events have hap-
pened in the path of the one true God, it is a bestowal and a
bounty that will have everlasting consequences.
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AB06584

To: Baha’is of Mazindaran, in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaids of the Merciful! Render ye thanks unto the An-
cient Beauty that ye have been raised up and gathered together
in this mightiest of centuries, this most illumined of ages. As
befitting thanks for such a bounty, stand ye staunch and strong
in the Covenant and, following the precepts of God and the
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holy Law, suckle your children from their infancy with the
milk of a universal education, and rear them so that from their
earliest days, within their inmost heart, their very nature, a
way of life will be firmly established that will conform to the
divine Teachings in all things.

For mothers are the first educators, the first mentors; and truly
it is the mothers who determine the happiness, the future great-
ness, the courteous ways and learning and judgement, the un-
derstanding and the faith of their little ones.
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AB06864

To: Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi
Date: 1900 or <

O you who are firm in the Covenant and Testament! Although
several letters have been received from you, due to the abun-
dance of sorrows and occupations no opportunity for reply was
found. However, not for a moment are you forgotten from mem-
ory. We are watchful and waiting for universal confirmations
that you may become successful in fulfilling the conditions of
servitude at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty.

And the greatest servitude is to preserve and protect God’s
Covenant and Testament. Today the winds of doubts have
secretly surrounded the Ship of the Covenant and Testament.
Soon the armies of doubts will openly spread from all direc-
tions. Therefore steadfastness and resistance are necessary and
holding fast and clinging are essential.

I hope that you may become the cause of firmness and stead-
fastness of others. This condition has been revealed in all the
divine Tablets and will surely become manifest.
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To: Aqa Muhammad Karim, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Most Great Scene!

Today the horizon of existence is illumined by a star whose
lights are the exaltation of the Word of God and whose rays
are the diffusion of the divine fragrances of the All-Glorious
Lord. Its heat is the fire of the love of God and its dawning-
place is the morning of guidance.

Therefore, O spiritual friends and divine companions, this is
the time of hope - be not hopeless. This is the season of expec-
tation and the attainment of aspirations - be not despondent
and distressed.

Simon Peter, that is, the great Peter of Jesus Christ, was a
mere fisherman, and Salman the Persian was but a vendor.
Simon enchanted the world, and Salman made multitudes be-
come manifestations of the signs of the All-Merciful.

Therefore, make your determination mighty and your purposes
lofty, that ye may illumine the realm of being from East to
West.
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AB07101

To: Agqa Muhammad Tahir, in Rafsanjan
Date: 1900 or <

O Tahir! Verily your Lord has sent down from the clouds of
His grace’s bounty a purifying water and a praiseworthy out-
pouring, and with it He has purified the realities of the people
of divine unity, and caused the good land to grow vegetation,
so it brings forth its plants by permission of its Lord. But
as for the barren, corrupt lands, they bring forth nothing but
meager growth.

2 So ask God, your Lord, for a purifying power in existence, that
hearts may be cleansed from the filth of heedlessness of the
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To: Siyyid Isma’il Shirazi, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

| O thou who standest in service at the Holy Shrine! This service —Cwds () dudis a3, Cand rit; &!
is a crown placed upon thy head from heaven. This service : , s 5 G, 0T 5 8 il
is a light that hath shone upon thy brow like the manifest
morn. This service is a proclamation of generosity that shall
encompass East and West. This service is a banner that shall
be raised high in the heavens. This service is a jewel that
shineth in the crown of the kings of the Kingdom, for it is the
Ark concerning which it is stated in the Qur’an: “A sign of
his kingdom is that there shall come to you the Ark wherein § C‘“{J‘.b \{J =, S :fjk"
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1900 or <

O nightingale of the Abha rose-garden! When the spiritual
ones arrange the gathering of joy and the Baha’is rest in the
shade of the Tuba tree, the feast of the Covenant becomes
adorned beneath the shadow of the companionable tree. Take
up the divine harp and strike up the melody of the Abha King-
dom, [saying]: “O Baha’is, show forth ecstasy and joy! O
divine ones, seek attraction and rapture!”

For the melody of the trumpet of Truth has set East and West
in motion, and the sound of the horn and clarion of Truth has
brought North and South to life. The sound of glorification and
praise and the melody of sanctification and celebration reaches
continuously from all regions and directions to the Abha King-
dom, and the fame of the Abha Beauty extends to the seven
climes.

And glory be upon all who rejoice at these tidings.
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To: Mirza Ali servant of Khadijih Bagum, in Shiraz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou that dost serve at the divine Threshold! This service
of thine is higher than the sovereignty of all the world. This
servitude thou dost offer is better than sovereignty over all the
world. For earthly power is as vapour in deserted wildernesses,
nay worse: it is as deadly venom. But the service thou dost
render gives thee lasting sway; it is the rule of high heaven.

2 Well hath it been said: These are slaves but kings shall be their
thralls, And the universe would fain become their servant.

Know thou, therefore, that this garment of servitude is a robe
of everlasting glory on thy shoulders and this dust of thraldom
to which thou hast stooped is a diadem worthy of princes in the
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Realm of eternity. It is for this same reason that the treasured
crown of this lowly one is to be a servant at the threshold of
the Abha Beauty and my greatest glory is to attain this station
of thraldom.

O my God! Confirm me in this purpose and enable me to
realise this hope. Thou art the One Who confirmeth and sus-
taineth all.
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To: Hasan Hammami, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Although the wavering
ones are full of evil, shameless and proud, yet leave them to
the jealous Lord. Verily thy Lord lieth in wait.

What is incumbent upon the people of Baha is patience, calm-
ness, steadfastness and forbearance in all things. As much as
thou canst, be thou a manifestation of the favors of the Merci-
ful and an angel of the mercy of God.

These wavering souls, like bats in their dark abode, have
deprived themselves of the brilliant lights of the Sun of the
Covenant and are veiled from the rays of the Orb of the
horizons. What humiliation could be greater than this and
what punishment mightier than this?

Soon shalt thou see the deniers in manifest loss and find
those who are veiled in evident abasement, and thou shalt say:
“Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!”
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To: Sulayman Yazdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O Sulayman! His Holiness the Mahdi, like a lamp of guidance,
blazed forth in the glass of the Concourse on High, and like
a moth around the candle of God’s Cause, burned wing and
feather. He gave his head in love for the Ancient Beauty and
became the joy of both worlds. He sacrificed his life at love’s
altar but galloped on two steeds to the slopes of the Abha
Kingdom and raised his banner at the pole of the Supreme
Concourse.

Therefore you, who are a memorial to that noble one, follow his
path and seek his way. Show forth steadfastness and firmness
in times of trial, that you may become a tested believer and a
trusted faithful one.

The glance of favor is upon you and the attentions of the Most
Holy Court encompass your condition. And the glory be upon
you.
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To: Sulayman Yazdi, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O peerless poet! Compose a brilliant ode like a radiant pearl in
remembrance of this servant Baha’s servitude at the threshold
of the All-Glorious, that its sweetness may make my palate
sweet and my taste honeyed.

If you attribute all the qualities of the first and the last to a
single particle of dust at His threshold, it is acceptable and
beloved, for it is associated with Him. But no description is
sweet to the taste of this servant except the description of pure
servitude and absolute bondage.

As much as you can, cry out “O servant of Baha! O slave of
the Most Glorious Beauty! O dust of His threshold! O earth
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of His court!” that from here you may hear successive answers
of “Yes” with the ear of the soul. Before you have even spoken,
I am saying “Yes, again and ever yes!”
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To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O true friend! Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Muhammad - upon him be
the Glory of God - is present and requests the writing of this
letter. I am embarrassed to say that I wrote him a letter a
few days ago, for in his utmost love for you he pleaded for this
letter.

In truth, in all existence there is no honey sweeter than the love
of the divine friends for one another, especially to the taste of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. I swear by the Beauty of Baha and the Spirit of
the Exalted One that when it is heard that two friends are, as
they should be, one spirit and one heart and one thought and
one purpose and one movement, and in the utmost fellowship,
the heart is stirred - how much more if all become thus!
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To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servant at the threshold of the Divine Oneness! I found
no greater praise with which to praise you than this. The
Lord God has said in the Qur’an “Ye shall never attain unto
righteousness until ye give of that which ye love.” And since
servitude at that Threshold is the crown of ancient glory and
the celestial sovereignty of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, therefore I have ad-
dressed you with this title, so that you may purify and sanctify
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the heart from all realities and meanings, and in the school of
servitude teach this truth and instruct everyone in it. And the
Glory be upon you. ‘A ‘A

In these days since the Holy Land is in utmost turmoil, you
should delay your presence and postpone it to another time.
Convey greetings to all the friends.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O Abdul-Husayn, be firm and steadfast like an iron mountain
in the Covenant of the Manifest Beauty, and like a divine lion
charge forth and advance in the arena of the Covenant. Be a
warrior who defeats men in the host of the steadfast ones, and
be a candle of the gathering in the assembly of the firm ones.

A severe whirlwind has been directed toward the land so that
the steadfastness of the loved ones may be shown to what
degree. This person repeatedly rebelled against the explicit
Command in the time of the Chosen Beauty and opposed the
definitive decree mentioned in the Tablets. Despite this con-
dition, he claims utmost acceptability and has risen to uproot
the divine Covenant.

3 And glory be upon all who resist him through the power of the
Covenant and render him disappointed and frustrated in what
he intended.
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ABO07025

To: Elizabeth H Stewart, in United States
Date: 1900 or <

O thou speaker in the remembrance of God!

Verily I say unto thee, O servant of God! The earth and what is
therein are imaginations or reflections in mirrors or shades; but
the bounty of the Kingdom and the gifts of the invisible world
are the thoughts of the Merciful One, and the lordly radiances
are immortal and constant and unending. Thou must depend
upon these! Thou must depend unto these! Thou must depend
upon these!

Be assured with the true assurance that, verily, dependence
upon the Covenant of God is surrounded from all directions by
those gifts and the angel hosts assist it on the right hand and
on the left hand, and the power of the Holy Spirit strengthens
it in all circumstances and meets it with signs of splendor in
the horizons.

Therefore, confirm the wavering minds in the path of God, and
the feeble souls with the love of God.

TAB.362

AB06649

To: Ali Rida son of Tahmasb Khan
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Truth! What shall I write? Whatever is
spoken or written cannot interpret the secrets of hearts nor
explain the verses of breasts. Only a drop from the ocean can
be expressed, and but a single grain from the harvest revealed.

The glad tidings in hearts through the fragrances of the love of
God are like a surging ocean, and the faces and countenances
of the friends are like brilliant lamps.

You asked forgiveness of sins, that intercession be made at the
Divine Threshold. The Ocean of the Covenant is the Most
Great Sea - when the firm and steadfast immerse themselves
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in this Sea of Mercy, they become purified and sanctified from 1 & &) 4 g uﬂ.wxle 5 SLogs
the stain of sins. And God forgives whomsoever He wishes. o

And when they become firm and steadfast, the lights of righ- =3 5 ~So Il X2 21, 5 &b O
teousness and prosperity shine forth from their roseate counte- e :\r.“ 4 33 f CM““ RRd'Y & 5

nance. And the Glory be upon you.
INBA13:167b

AB06908

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted to the light of reality! Thy letters 5 dw, OMul » S 45 Cdate (4l
were received and their novel meanings contained spiritual sen- & 4;.\, oy Ololas! (gl dndy Glee
timents. They imparted spirit and fragrance and bestowed joy o 358 Jgdie ys s oA ki oz,
and delight, for the cup of their expressions was brimming with ; we o o® - £

the Winf of the love of God and the cloud of their me;gnings ? tUa ol e &LM Al A8
was dripping with attraction to the divine fragrances. Such an ff“ A Sleiy Ol il Ol
exalted station and glorious rank befitteth one like thee. okl lda G.x)\ (.Lﬁ.\ SESP %Y S,

S

Turn to thy Generous Lord in His hidden Kingdom and say: “O 55 , u‘J’\ 58 & f*ﬂ\ oy A 4;);
Lord! Expand my breast through the light of Thy knowledge, - -
make my affairs easy through Thy bounty, strengthen my back
through the hosts of Thy Kingdom, cause me to speak Thy
praise, loose my tongue in teaching Thy Cause, and make me
one of Thy sincere servants.”
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For the promotion of the Cause of God and the diffusion of the &2Ke Bl Olnis Al Ll o CE

fragrances of the Covenant, stay in any place or move to any ot Kb ol S~ sl

place as thou wishest.
INBA13:163b
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AB06778

To: Darvish Isma’il
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art sacrificed in the altar of love!

A hundred thousand martyrs have shed their blood and freely
gave their lives, yet asked forgiveness for their shortcomings,
saying they had not sacrificed as they should and could. In
every breath, sacrifice thy life, and with every respiration be-
come the target of an arrow, so that thou mayest sacrifice a
hundred thousand lives for the Beloved and in every moment
become a martyr in the path of the Lord.

Thou wert present at the Threshold of Oneness, drank from
the cup of grace, perfumed thy nostrils with the holy fragrances
of the Blessed Spot, illumined thy face with the dust of God’s
threshold, and with melody, song, chanting, ecstasy, attrac-
tion and rapture watered the rose-garden and flower-bed of
the Sacred Valley.

Offer a hundred thousand thanks, offer a hundred thousand
praises.
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AB07106

To: Mirza Ali servant of Khadijih Bagum
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that blazed on Mount
Sinai! Although this is written in utmost haste, as there is
absolutely no time, yet the heart’s attraction to the love of
the beloved ones of the All-Merciful is so intensely burning
that even the mighty waves of greatest preoccupations cannot
prevent or hinder the mention of the beloved ones of the All-
Merciful.

O Lord! Aid this servant of Thine to supplicate at the gate
of Thy oneness, to implore the heaven of Thy divinity, to be
engaged in Thy remembrance, to be attracted by Thy sweet
fragrances, to hold fast to Thy strong cord, to remain firm in
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Thy Covenant and Testament, to be steadfast in Thy path,
to be illumined by Thy lights, to teach Thy Cause, and to
spread the sweet savors of Thy mention and praise. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower, and unto
Thy servants Thou art compassionate and merciful.
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AB06637

To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Today the pavilion of the
Covenant has been raised at the pole of the world and has
reached to the zenith of heaven, and has taken all existence
under its shadow and has encompassed it from all directions.
Yet certain thoughtless upstarts in Tehran and Tabriz have de-
prived themselves of this extended shade and have taken refuge
in the black tent of the negligent ones.

Say: O thoughtless ones! The hand of power has raised this
pavilion of grandeur - its pillar is the Book of the Covenant, its
fabric is the Most Holy Book, and its ropes are all the divine
Tablets. No one can tear it - they can only deprive themselves.
What foolishness is this, and what childishness!

And upon you be the Glory!
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AB06868

To: Nur Muhammad Khan (Kirman)
Date: 1900 or <

O bird of the morn of guidance! Now is the time for melody,
tune and song, and the moment for the sound of the harp, lute
and dulcimer. Take in hand the strings and chords of meanings
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and, with a sweet life-giving spiritual melody, engage in divine
praise and glorification.

In the garden of existence, begin playing the psalms of the
House of David, and on the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree
play a soul-stirring melody, that the birds of the gardens of
unity may be moved to joy and delight, and the countenances
in the chambers of sanctification may shine with eagerness and
rapture, so that from this music and song a commotion may
arise in the realm above and praise may descend from the Abha
Kingdom.

Blessed are they who remember! Blessed are they who speak!
Blessed are they who are sincere! And upon thee be Glory!
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AB06712

To: Tabib Irvani, Mirza Aqa Jan son of Harun Hamadani
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! O thou who art steadfast
in the Testament! O thou whose face is luminous! O thou
whose nature is mercifull O thou whose dwelling is spiritual!

2 From thy honored letter, the meanings of firmness and stead-
fastness were clear and evident, and thou hadst beseeched con-
firmation in service and teaching the Cause. Supplications and
entreaties were offered at the threshold of the Lord of Majesty
that He may grant success in all aspirations, so that in the tent
of the Covenant of Israel thou mayest become like Gabriel, con-
firmed in service to the Glorious Lord, and mayest become a
distinguished descendant of His Holiness Abraham, and a cause
of joy and delight to the noble Moses.

Mayest thou make the faces of the Israelites radiant and show
forth the character of the former Prophets. Mayest thou spread
abroad the sweet fragrance of Abraham’s rose garden and make
prosperous the dwelling place of the ancient divines.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB06555

Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! Calamities have followed one after another,
afflictions have continued unabated, and the grief of the loved
ones has intensified. Tribulations and hardships have encom-
passed them to such extent that tears flow, sighs ascend, and
sorrows multiply.

Among these is the calamity of Your maidservant who believed
in You and Your verses, whose inner being was set aflame with
the fire of Your love, whose eyes were consoled by witnessing
Your traces, whose ailment was healed by the wine of the chal-
ice of Your knowledge, whose thirst was quenched from the
spring of Your bounty, and whose anguish was cooled by the
breezes of Your providence. Then she turned to the gate of
Your oneness and sought the seat of truth in the vicinity of
Your mercy.

O Lord! Fill her cup with forgiveness through Your grace and
bounty, shelter her in the vicinity of Your pardon and generos-
ity, admit her into the sanctuary of favors in the shade of the
Tree of Your singleness, and give her to drink from the cup
of favors through Your kindness and mercy. Verily You are
the Pardoning, the Forgiving. Verily You are the Mighty, the
Beloved.
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AB06734

Date: 1900 or <

O Self-Sufficing Lord! Make these hearts intimate with Your
mystery and free them from stranger and kin alike. Give them
to drink from the morning cup in the dawn of oneness and
intoxicate them with the cup of “Am I not?”

These servants are enchanted and enraptured with You, and
these lovers are distracted and disheveled. They are wandering
in Your lane and attracted to Your countenance.
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We are like a herd of gazelles in the desert of separation, wan-
dering and roaming, and we are scattered in the valley of depri-
vation. Send the protection of Your favor and the messenger
of guidance, that a fragrance from Your lane might reach our
nostrils and a ray from Your face might fall upon the cottage
of sorrows of these grief-stricken ones.

May the darkness of night be transformed into light, and the
furnace of deprivation become the rose garden of bounty. You
are the Powerful, the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing.
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Date: 1900 or <

O esteemed Khalil! Your letter was received. Praise be to God
that you have drunk from the Salsabil of the love of God and
witnessed the greatest signs from the Dawning Place of God’s
Cause. Therefore hold fast to the strong cord and move upon
the straight path. Turn to the Abha Kingdom and cling to the
hem of the Supreme Lord. Be a candle for the gathering and
cause the kindling of the Fire of God, blazing in the hearts and
souls of the people of East and West.

Today, whoever assists the Covenant and Testament will be as-
sisted from the Abha Kingdom, and whoever arises to serve the
Covenant will be the focus of the Concourse on High. There-
fore gird up your loins and fasten tight the belt of endeavor
to assist this unique and peerless one, for the winds of doubt
are blowing and uncertainty and confusion from the people of
equivocation are becoming manifest.
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ABO06870

Date: 1900 or <

O you who are yearning for the threshold of the Intended One!

In the previous Dispensation, there is a tradition which states:
“Deeds are judged by their motives, and for every person is
what they have intended.” Now you have donned, with utmost
longing, the pilgrim’s garb for circumambulating the Ka’bah
of the Intended One, and you have run with heart and soul,
become detached from your familiar homeland, and taken into
your head the desire for the Beloved’s lane. We hope that
this intention of yours will attain the station of deed, and this
submission will find the essence, and this beginning will find
its ending.

Since the departure was for God, the return too shall be for
God. We beseech at the threshold of the Divine Unity that a
blessed visitation be ordained and the reward of attaining the
Pure Threshold be bestowed.

So be confident in your Lord’s grace, rejoice in your Master’s
favor, and receive glad tidings of the breezes that have wafted
from the gardens of mercy, which indicate a great gift in the
world of existence.
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ABO7111

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances from the gardens
of unity!

Armies are established in two classes and types: First, the
victorious armies of kings; second, the steel-clad armies of sal-
vation in the path of God. The former takes life and plunders
wealth and sheds blood and overthrows the foundations of en-
emies. The latter bestows life and freely gives the spirit and
educates and adorns the world and rebuilds ruined foundations.
It brings the dead to life and confers eternal life.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s A Bl Slonisy OIEN e b

Al Ss o)) e e s i 53 1 S
Bl o 5o S Sofs) S 3B sl
sy 05 5 A ol Jb 38 ol O
CJ‘})J -«\-‘a& dla- u:\ ))\.)u\} obds QL;\JJ
0Lt 5 bl Ol 5 Wl Cuy 7 5 3,15 01
Sl g &S o) 03 ale O\J\{T\) Olrs

3,15 dadis o)

251


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=237

V]

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

ABO07460

This army conquers the world of hearts, and these forces of sal-
vation are souls who arise with the Most Great Guidance and
sacrifice their lives in the path of God and seek aid and victory
from the Abha Kingdom and are confirmed by the hosts of the
Supreme Concourse. They don this robe through firmness and
steadfastness in the divine Covenant and Testament.
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AB07460

To: Mirza Aqga Tihrani, in Anzali
Date: 1900 or <

O candle of steadfastness in the gathering of friends! As the
friends come and go, play such a melody that you will bring
the silent birds to ecstasy and song, and make the unconscious
birds conscious.

With the breath of Christ, give life to those dead for a hundred
years, and through the grace of the Holy Spirit, heal those who
are sick without remedy. Make the spiritually blind to see and
the truly deaf to hear.

Become a guide on the path for the seekers and a glorious leader
for the yearning ones. Light the lamp of guidance and close
your eyes to the world and all within it. Become an ancient
sign and a mighty standard. All this through the bounty of
your gracious Lord.

And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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ABO07541

To: Aga Bala Karimuf, in Baku
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the divine wine!

Though that luminous star set from the horizon of contin-
gent being, yet it rose from the dawning-place of the place-
less realm. And though that divine lamp disappeared from
the physical lantern, yet it became illumined in the glass of
the All-Merciful. Though that celestial bird took flight from
its earthly nest, praise be to God it found its dwelling in the
divine nest. Blessed is he, blessed is he!

The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name (may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones) would smile whenever They
gazed upon his radiant face, and signs of joy would appear
upon the blessed countenance.

A poem in Turkish has been composed commemorating your
loss which is enclosed with this letter.

I Ol 151 adls 161y S8 O
OF 5 55 golb Y G e 51 Uy 5y
s O el Gl gl s s
S I A P RN B G g (P
L ol dle L ool g0 A OLET s
sl

a1l 8l ) oliel ol 5 o dlax
SV s K2 fhch o Sax B Sy
Wiy pll Sl ey 5o il U

Fosarpd s 85 a5l 530 Ao
) S

INBA55:392

ABO07225

To: Mashhadi Ali Milani (Ishqabad), in Caucasus
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated by the wine of God’s love! The
table of love is embellished and the banquet of divine knowl-
edge is adorned. The rose-cheeked Cup-bearer circleth and the
fairy-faced Beloved hath appeared from His concealment. The
morning draught is passed around and the eternal wine of the
All-Glorious is ...

The musician hath begun his melody and the Beloved is privily
in feigned disdain. Those possessed with a seeing eye behold
this and the disgraceful blind are deprived thereof.

Thou, however, hast attained this grace and bounty. Be thank-
ful, be full of praise, pray fervently and tearfully.
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The Iranian can but write this much in Turkish. Let it be
excused and accepted.
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AB07615

To: Muhammad Baqir Naraqi, in Hamadan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! In this glorious
age and mighty cycle, give thanks to the Lord of all worlds
that thou hast entered beneath the shade of the Divine Word
and arrived at the shore of the sea of oneness, that thou hast
drunk from the cup of the wine of the love of God and tasted
the honey of the knowledge of God.

Know thou the value of this bounty and sail thy ship upon this
boundless ocean until thou reachest the shore of the Kingdom
and arrivest at the anchorage of the realm of the Divine. The
Truth, exalted be He, is all ocean - both shore and realm.

His honor Amin mentions that honored one in most of his
letters. And upon thee be the Glory, and upon all who hold
fast to God’s Covenant and His Testament.
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ABO07278

To: Mirza Farajullah, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou servant of the one True God! All that thou seest in
this ephemeral world is naught but a mere mirage, it is naught
but vain imaginings. As much as thou art capable do not seek
any attachment to this world and do not cling to any of its
transient conditons. Do not place the affections of your heart
on a world which is devoid of foundation and in this way do
not seek humiliation for thyself.
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2 Praise be to God that thou art under the shelter of the grace
and bounty of the Ancient Beauty and thou art surrounded by
the loving kindness of the most great name. Our only attach-
ment and intercession is to a peerless God and the utterance.
Verily our hosts shall conquer is the utter truth.
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AB12526

To: Wife of Aba Basir, in Ishqabad
Date: 1900 or <

O companion of His Holiness Abu-Basir the peerless! That
bird of the divine garden has built a nest in the branch of
the All-Merciful Tree and has made its dwelling and shelter in
the palace of the celestial Kingdom. That nest shall likewise
become your home - be thou assured of this. How fortunate
wert thou to be associated with such a precious soul and to
find thy way into the pavilion of bounty! That leader of the
righteous, like a thousand nightingales in the meadow of the
Holy One, with plaintive cry is warbling and singing. Though
it be lamentation, yet it springs from eagerness and rapture,
from attraction and ardent love. And upon thee be glory!

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my greetings to his honor, your brother Aqa ‘Abdu’llah,
who is intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant.
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AB07440

To: Firaydun et al., in Kashan
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are intoxicated with the cup of the favors of God! The
ocean of the bounty of the Lord God is surging, and the hosts of
the Kingdom are arriving wave upon wave. The confirmation
is mighty and the foundation of the Covenant is stronger than
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steel. The celestial ones are soaring and the spiritual ones are
in endless enkindlement.

Therefore, O friends, be intimate with the divine ones and walk
in step with the celestial ones. Strive to promote the Cause
of God and to gladden the hearts of the yearning ones. Be
intoxicated with the divine cup and be lovers of the wine of
alast.

Praise be to God, the lights of oneness are shining and the
mysteries of divine unity are manifest and evident. Blessed
are ye, O ye who are steadfast! Glad tidings unto you, O ye
who are firm!
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ABO07801

To: Uthman Yadunitga, in Mandalay
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast turned unto God! Hearken unto the call of
the Most Glorious Beauty from His most exalted Kingdom of
mystery.

He calleth out to the people of the most great scenes of
grandeur, saying: Arise to aid My Cause and help Me - I shall
help you with the angels of My holiness and the hosts of My
mighty human realm. I shall send unto you the legions of the
unseen like flocks of birds, and I shall scatter the forces in
battle and disperse the gathering of the ignorant and break
apart the assembly of the wicked, and I shall make your souls
as pegs.

Verily, these are the hosts of inspiration. Verily, these are
the armies of grace. Verily, these are the battalions of divine
confirmation. Verily, these are the legions of divine success.

So rejoice in this victory, O loved ones of God, for true knowl-
edge is the mightiest host, and certitude is the greatest army,
and faith is the most powerful force advancing upon the king-
doms of hearts and consciousness.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo VNI e el B ag e
eV e oSl

AT AP S IRNEV NP
5 B N Tl By il 5 s 0l 6
A E S:” Fol s il Soe s
Qe il el 5 s ey il ol
Kosis Joorl 5 265V pn G5 5 JUdl

syl

C}L&‘}/\uﬁﬁ}a}\f\(u‘}{h};q-ﬁjw:

ol B g W1l g e, Y
OB OY A Lol U ) i 1y 2zl
5 oMl S e Al degde 2l

Ol !

INBA59:172

256


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=84
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=174

V]

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

ABO7780

ABO07178

To: Mujud Pilitga, in Mandalay
Date: 1900 or <

My God! You are my refuge, my shelter, my escape, and my
sanctuary. I beseech You through the Pole Star of Your heaven
of oneness, and the Center of the circle of Your mercy, and the
belt of the celestial sphere of Your eternality, and the constel-
lations of the heaven of Your uniqueness, and Your brilliant
luminary shining in the zenith of Your lordship, that You as-
sist this needy servant and kindle him like a radiant lamp and
stir him like a surging ocean and make him a cloud pouring
forth abundant rain.

Verily You are the Ordainer, the One Who grants success, the
Helper on this clear and straight path which has no crookedness
nor deviation.

O my Lord! Breathe into him the spirit of life and make him
one of the manifest signs. Verily You are the Lord of the bril-
liant stars and Lord of the highest heaven.
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ABO07780

To: Aga Husayn grandson of Dakhil, in Maraghih
Date: 1900 or <

O grandson of Dakhil and scion of that illustrious man! The
time has come for you to shine like the sun and hasten like
Bashir with Joseph’s garment, bringing light to the eyes of
yearning Jacobs.

In the divine Egypt, you must become like Indian parrots
breaking sugar, and from the fire of love kindle an Azerbai-
jani flame in the heart of Azerbaijan, so that it may be proven
and established that you are born of the spiritual essence of
that glorious Dakhil, not merely separated from the element of
water and clay.
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Raise such a cry of “Long live the Covenant!” at the pole of
existence that it reaches the Abha Kingdom. And the glory be
upon you and upon all who are firm in the Covenant.
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AB07688

To: Nayrizi, Mirza Bagqir et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O ye my true friends! What can I deem to write when my
heart is in utmost attraction and my spirit is ardently yearning.
There is a fire kindled in my heart and a candle burning within
my breast which blaze forth and roar with such a roaring at the
merest thought of the friends that they threaten to engulf the
world and set it all alame. How honoured are ye to have had
the ropes of thraldom to the Ancient Beauty lashed around
your necks and to have been ringed even as bondslaves in your
servitude to the Greatest Name. Act then as befitteth such
thraldom, such servitude, that ye may stand amongst men with
your faces aglow with the light of the Kingdom of Glory.

Sl s B S s (i Ol ]
3 T GLas L s T2 Sl
B ranla o3 w3l ds o A
&S s DL sk O & w28 o3,
DAl el 5 005 Sailer e
dofiz HBae bl o) 53 & 1S dae
“ade y a)ls 055 o8 Jle S 2 )
ol L G S 5 (el l e
2 bl 2 S Zespe

ST IPRP RS

INBAST:443a, INBA52:457, MMK2#053
p.041
ABO07526
To: Muhammad Husayn or Muhammad Husayn son of Haji Musa (Qazvin), in Qaf
Date: 1900 or <
O thou who art turned toward God! &l J) 4;}.,, &!

This morning the dawn of sacrifice hath been illumined by the
lights of the countenance of the Spirit of God, and the cup of
guidance hath overflowed with the wine of detachment. His
face, like the luminous full moon in the ethereal firmament, is
radiant, and His fragrance, like roses and sweet basil, perfumes
both worlds with ambergris.
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This young child was apparently nurtured at the breast of sac-
rifice and became intoxicated from the cup of martyrdom. To-
day in the Most Glorious Kingdom, with a face like the sun
and an auspicious rising that illumines the world, he crieth out
“Would that my people knew how my Lord hath forgiven me
and made me one of those who are honored!”

The ear of understanding heareth this melody of the Spirit.
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ABO07351

To: Agqa Muhammad Karim, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O pure soul! Purity and freedom lie in detachment from all
save God and in holding fast to God’s Covenant.

For the divine Covenant is like a pure spring - “this is cool to
drink and to bathe in” - and is a healing draught like that of
Job: when one immerses oneself therein, one is cleansed and
purified of all ailments and afflictions, attaining perfect health.
The face blooms like a rose, the heart becomes a jewel from the
Badakhshan mine, the soul becomes the companion of Gabriel,
the breast becomes Sinai, and the field of consciousness be-
comes a flower garden of divine grace.

Blessed are they who attain! Glad tidings to those who are
sincere in this mighty, firm Covenant!
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AB07659

To: Izziyyih daughter of Mirza Muhammad Javad Farhadi, in Qazvin

Date: 1900 or <

O assured and attracted leaf! Praise be to the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting, that on the Day of the dawning of the Day-Star
of the horizons, thou didst attain the honor of presence and
hearing, and didst witness all conditions. Thou didst behold
the radiant light and observe the shining lamp. Thou didst
grasp the most pure hem and seek deliverance from veils and
doubts.

Therefore, in thanksgiving for this bounty, show such steadfast-
ness and firmness that thou mayest cause all the maidservants
of the All-Merciful to become firm and steadfast. And this is
not conceivable except through a holy breath that is breathed
into the heart of him whom God loveth.

Ere long thou shalt behold the banners of the Covenant and
Testament raised high upon the battlements of the horizons.
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ABO07487

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O Taraz! O Lamp of Taraz! In the sermon explaining the ode of
Siyyid-i-Ahrar “Praise be to God Who adorned the brocade of
existence with the mystery of distinction through the ornament
of the Point from which emerged the letter Ha with the Alif
without extension or division,” he stated that the meaning of
“the Point from which emerged the letter Ha” is the Ancient
Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones. And
God willing, you are the manifestation of the bounty of this
adornment.

O Taraz of Baha, and servant of Baha, and bondsman of Baha,
and lowly one of Baha! And this grace and favor shines like the
moon upon every horizon. The tongue becomes confirmed with
the confirmations of the Holy Spirit and the heart becomes a
source of inspiration.
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We beseech God to confirm you in ascending to this lofty and
impregnable station.
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AB07454

To: Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

O distinguished Siyyid! In truth, you have been enabled to
render such service at the Sacred Threshold that no greater
service can be conceived of in all creation.

For it is there that the luminous Niche of the Lamp of the
All-Merciful finds its place, and becomes the noble shell for
the gleaming Pearl of the celestial Kingdom. It becomes the
seat of establishment for the heavenly King, and the sign of
independence for the Sun of the divine firmament.

What service could be greater than this, and what bounty
mightier than this? Give thanks that the kind Lord has en-
abled you to render such distinguished service, causing your
countenance to shine with the lights of pride in the Supreme
Concourse, and making your name endure forever and ever in
the divine realm.
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AB07365

To: Husayan Khan Hakim Imtiyaz, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

O Hakim! The essential foundation is prophethood and mes-
sengership and the appearance of the Manifestations of One-
ness, for the body of contingent existence, like the human per-
son, is subject to endless illnesses.

When this body becomes afflicted with chronic ailments, the
divine Physician appears and the celestial Doctor is sent forth,
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so that He may heal the body of contingent beings from these
severe illnesses and grant true divine health to sanctified souls,
so that each one may arise in the Kingdom of heaven with
a face like the shining moon and the power of Gabriel of the
Concourse on High and the gift of the Most Exalted Beauty.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB07606

To: Hasan Hammami, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O diffuser of the fragrances of God! The call of the Concourse
on High is repeatedly raised, addressing you: “O thou pos-
sessed of understanding! Well is it with thee, for thou hast
unsealed the musk-laden fragrance of the knowledge of God
and art causing minds to become perfumed. Thou hast taken
in hand a chalice of the favors of the Abha Beauty and art
causing the seekers of the Friend’s countenance to become in-
toxicated. Thou hast received a portion from the flame of
Sinai, inasmuch as thou art manifesting a gleaming of the light
of guidance. Thou hast brought the steed of high endeavor
under the bridle and art galloping in the field of guidance.

This is the fruit of existence! This is the reality of existence!
This is the most great bounty! This is the supreme mercy!
Well is it with thee! Well is it with thee!

Thy Lord shall soon assist thee with the hosts of inspiration
from the Most Glorious Kingdom. Verily thy Lord is upon a
straight path.”
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AB07290

To: Abu’l-Qasim Khayyat Simnani, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

Through His honor Adib T, to his honor Mirza Abu’l-Qasim
Khayyat, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious

O servant of the Ancient Lord and tailor of this realm! Enter
into the marketplace of the Kingdom and obtain cloth from
the fine silk of paradise and holy brocade. Cut and sew a
garment befitting the form of the people of Baha and place it
upon the temple of faithfulness, that the proportioned figure of
the world may become honored and adorned, and the body of
nations may find its ultimate radiance and ornament. Behold
how perfectly and appropriately the heavenly garment fits the
stature of the friends. You too should learn the art of cutting
from that Master of all, so that you may sew for yourself a
shirt like a rose, and from its extreme delicacy the garment
will shine forth.
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AB07469

To: Aga Mirza Abu’l-Hasan Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O enkindled candle! The lights of sanctification are shining
from every direction, and the mysteries of divine unity are
dawning on the horizons. The gardens of divine realities are
being adorned, and the anemones of subtle mysteries are dec-
orating this exalted paradise.

The holy fragrances are wafting, and the hearts of the spiritual
ones are mines of light. The divine favors are increasing and
the heavenly gifts are manifesting with intensity.

The cup of grace is circulating, and those intoxicated with the
wine of the Covenant are filled with joy and delight. The glance
of favor encompasses all and the eyes of grace are perfect.
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Be confident in His magnificent bounty and great victory, and
rely upon His grace and generosity. And upon you and upon
all who are firm in the Covenant be the Glory.
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AB07229

To: Family of Nabil-i-Akbar, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who remain of that orb which dawned in the horizon of
the Kingdom of Abha!

Whenever 1 write to any one of you, my spirit becomes fra-
grant and my soul and consciousness are filled with honey and
sugar, for mention of that embodied spirit flows from my pen.
Consider then what state this is and what bounty, that that
light of sanctity and essence of oneness attained thereunto.

Therefore be ye thankful that ye are considered worthy of the
favors of the Ancient Beauty in the sight of His grace and are
encompassed by the loving-kindness of the Lord of Lordship.
Ye are ever before my sight.

And the Glory be upon the people of Glory.
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AB07302

To: Khudadad Jamshid Rahmatabadi, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

He is the Sun in the celestial sphere above

O guardian of the threshold of the Heavenly King! What you
had written was read. We smiled, we wept - both from joy, for
the Persian friends have become so enkindled that they have
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forgotten the thousand-year-old lethargy and wilting, and have
become pure and free from the contamination of the thoughts
of ignorant priests. The wise priests are the candles of the
gathering and the sweet-singing birds of the rose garden and
meadow. They are the guides on Hoshidar’s path and the light
of the world of life-giving Bahram. In any case, the hope from
the Sun of the celestial realm is that all the Persians of that
country become the lords of the universe and the stars of the
eternal heaven. May their souls be happy.
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AB07630

To: Muhammad son of Mulla Muhammad Bagir, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O peerless sapling of the rose garden of sacrifice! Though that
garden has become hidden from sight behind the veil of the
unseen, praise be to God that He has planted a sapling like
thee in the stream of existence.

When we seek the fragrance of that rose garden, we smell thy
perfume, for thou art the sign of that soul detached from all
signs, and the fresh hundred-petaled rose blooming in that gar-
den.

Therefore, O sapling, show forth the splendor of that rose gar-
den and spread abroad the sweet fragrance of that bower - that
is, be raised up among the people with the character and praise-
worthy qualities of that essence of being, that thou mayest light
the candle in the world of limitations.
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AB07483

To: Nurullah Vakil, in Palestine
Date: 1900 or <

O you who circle round the gathering place of the Supreme
Concourse! Praise be to God that through grace and bounty
you were enabled to prostrate yourself at the Sacred Threshold,
to press your forehead to the perfumed dust of the Holy Court,
and to illumine your countenance with the light of servitude
and the watering at the Purified Garden.

You dwelt for a time in the Holy Land and were present at
God’s feast in the meadow of Akka. Now return to the City
of God with a world of glad tidings and joy, and give each of
the friends of the Most Glorious the glad tidings of the infinite
grace of the Divine Unity, so that all may arise to serve the
Cause of God in perfect fellowship, oneness, love and wisdom,
and may day by day increase in unity and accord.
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ABO7772

To: Ahmad Nabilzadih Qazvini
Date: 1900 or <

O thou my spiritual father! For some time I have wished to
write to that youth of the All-Merciful, but trials and tribula-
tions and the press of occupations have not permitted it. De-
spite this shortcoming I am excused, though in your presence
I am abashed.

O thou servant of the Ancient Beauty! Thou knowest how
cherished thou art in this gathering and how accepted in this
assembly. Nevertheless, consider what circumstances must ex-
ist that a letter to you has been delayed. In any case, this
cherished station is better than a hundred thousand letters,
missives, writings and epistles.
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We have named the newborn “Ruhi” and his father “Rahmani”,
and the heart of both is spiritual. And the glory be upon thee.
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AB07389

To: Aga Abu-Turab brother of Ghulam-Ali et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O ye two signs of guidance! One should not complain of separa-
tion, but should fear deprivation. For separation is the parting
of bodies, while deprivation is the exclusion of heart and soul
and the denial of spirit and consciousness.

When radiant faces gather together with watching eyes and
penetrating insight, the desert of separation becomes the des-
tination of reunion, and the season of separation reveals the
bounties of union, and longing becomes the cause of burning
passion.

Therefore, one must seek true nearness and spiritual commu-
nion and fellowship. This is the quality of the truthful ones
and the servants of the Threshold.

Strive that ye may be mentioned in the praiseworthy station
and be accepted and beloved.

5 And upon you be Glory.
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AB07248

To: Aga Mirza Abdu’llah Tihrani
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Thou art ‘Abdu’llah, and I am ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Come, let us both arise with high resolve, and render
some service at the Holy Threshold. If it be thy desire to seek
my good-pleasure, then raise the cry of “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha!” and,
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with steadfastness in utter servitude, arise in my stead at the
threshold of the Abha Beauty.

Didst thou but know how sweetly this would delight my soul,
thou wouldst assuredly, to the strains of lute and harp and
reed, sound forth this melody: O ‘Abdu’l-Baha! O servant
of the Threshold of Baha! O dust of the portal of Baha! O
mote upon the path of Baha! O thou whose face is distraught
for Baha! O thou enraptured by the visage of Baha! O thou
secluded in the lane of Baha! Hasten hither, hasten hither.

And upon thee be the glory.
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AB07186

To: Ardishir son of Nawruz
Date: 1900 or <

O Ardeshir! Be a fierce lion in the jungle of the Covenant,
and in the taste of the people of illumination be milk and
In the heaven of the
Covenant become a brilliant star, and from the rays of the sun
of mystical knowledge become a luminous moon. Light the
lamp of enlightenment and burn away the veil from the eyes of
the spiritually dead.

soul-nourishing sugar of the horizons.

In the threshold of servitude, with perfect freedom, become a
fellow-servant with this servant, and in the court of the forgiv-
ing Lord, become a companion to this lamenting servant. In
spreading the spirit of life, show effort, and in freedom from
impurity, show strength and power.

The confirmations of the Kingdom will arrive, and the dawn
of the favors of the Loving Lord will break, and the breeze of
bounty will blow, and the glad tidings of the confirmations of
the Lord of Glory will arrive.
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ABO07726

To: Frederick O Pease [Pierce?]
Date: 1900 or <

O luminous youth possessed of a merciful heart! I have inhaled
the fragrance of thy love from those distant lands, and I thank
God that the lights of education have spread throughout those
regions and climes. Glad tidings, then, to every soul possessed
of an attentive ear that heareth the call of the Herald of the
Kingdom and is moved with joy that the Sun of Reality hath
dawned from the Dayspring of hopes, and the dwellers in the
sanctuaries of holiness have raised their voices in remembrance
of the All-Glorious and Most Bountiful Lord!

And thou, O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of
God, be of good cheer and let thy heart be content, for the
merciful glances have been directed toward thee from all di-
rections, and thou hast come to this pure, sweet and flowing
spring, and become intoxicated from the brimming cup with
the wine of life.
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ABO07610

To: Haji Taj
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who speaketh forth counsels and admonitions! When
exhortations issue forth from the mouths of the friends of God,
they become the life of hearts and healing for breasts. They
bestow life upon dead hearts and grant souls everlasting exis-
tence.

Turn thy face to the Kingdom of holiness, ascend to the summit
of divine address, and open thy tongue. Scatter pearls and
gems, bestow musk and ambergris, unlock the fragrant casket
of mysteries and expand the breasts of those endowed with
understanding.
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To: Ibrahim Effendi Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <
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ABO07397

To: Mashhadi Mahmud et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O two faithful servants of the Abha Beauty! The bounty is
endless and the gifts are manifestly appearing one after another.
The gates of success are opened and the hearts of the people of
prosperity are expanded. It is the hosts of the Abha Kingdom
that are advancing with divine inspiration, and it is the army of
the Supreme Concourse that is attacking the regions of hearts
with utmost might.

Therefore, O friends, show gratitude for this manifest bounty
and with soul and consciousness create joy and delight. Take
up an overflowing cup, raise a resurrection, be happy and suc-
cessful, and promote the Faith of the All-Merciful.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB07391

To: Milani, Aga Muhammad Husayn et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O two brothers who shine like the twin stars in the horizon
of the love of God! By God’s grace you are radiant like the
two stars of Gemini, and in the garden of the knowledge of
God you are like two companion trees, making the gardens of
divine gifts laugh with two flowers, and making the anemones
of grace into two gardens of paradise.

You are believers in the Primal Point and have acquired the
light of guidance from the kindled fire in the Most Glorious
Tree. You are among the servants of that shining moon and
among those associated with that divine threshold.

3 Therefore, arise in servitude at the threshold of the One even as
‘Abdu’l-Baha has done, so that you may manifest such radiance
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and effulgence as to set the horizons in motion and make the
world and universe into the Most Glorious Paradise.

And upon you both be the Glory!
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ABO7788

To: Muhammad Ali
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast inhaled the fragrance of faithfulness! The
band of Covenant-breakers hath objected to ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
claiming that He hath extinguished the lamp of the Cause
among all peoples.

Say: Woe unto you, O faction of discord! Do ye not witness
how the power of the Word of God hath encompassed all re-
gions, and how the fame of the Cause of God hath reached the
East and West of the earth?

Say: What aileth you, that ye remain heedless? And woe unto
you, why do ye not awaken? Do ye reckon yourselves to be
vigilant? Nay! Ye lie sleeping upon the couches of ignorance.
Do ye claim that ye can see or hear? Far, far from it! Rather
are ye deaf, dumb and blind, and shall be gathered together in
the realm of the Covenant as the most lost of all. Soon shall
ye be drowned in the depths of abasement.
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ABO07796

To: Muhammad Rahim
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast believed in God and accepted His words!
Whatsoever existeth in the realm of being shall ultimately per-
ish and be lost, save only the praiseworthy station. That sta-
tion is established at the pole of the heaven of immortality
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and its outpouring is continuous, for it is the perfect sign and
consummate proof of the All-Loving Lord and His extended
shadow. Therefore, as much as thou art able, grasp firmly the
hem of that station, that thou mayest attain unto supreme
triumph, behold manifest bounty, and witness near victory.

Light thou the lamp of immortality, kindle the light of guid-
ance, adorn the inner chamber of the heart, embellish the gar-
den of the soul, raise aloft the manifest standard, and recite
the gracious Book. Verily, this is among the gifts of thy Lord.
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To: Mulla Khusraw
Date: 1900 or <
O king of the country of knowledge! gl .28,

The world-conquering kings strive for years with utmost vigor
and devotion crying out and making sacrifices to conquer this
country of dust, and rule this dark heap and at the end repose
underneath it. Their flags get inverted and their ensigns up-
turned. Their radiance turns to darkness and their grandeur
to lowliness.

Through the mercy of God ye became the king of the country
of knowledge and the sovereign of the world of understanding.
Thy grandeur is ever-lasting and thy salvation endless. Thy
standard is eternal and thy crown adorned with pearl. Thy
head is always held high and thy honor in both worlds is em-
inent. May thy countenance be lighted with the radiance of
the Sun of the divine heaven.
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AB07621

To: Nazim
Date: 1900 or <

O Nazim the Unique! We have seen the scattered pearls
threaded into lines of verse, and observed the gleaming gems
arranged like the Pleiades. It was the song of birds and
the melody of the psalms of David’s house, bewildering to
minds and consciousness. When your call reaches the Blessed
Threshold in servitude to this servant, it becomes sweeter and
its delightfulness increases.

From earliest childhood this palate has drunk pure milk from
the breast of servitude, and been nurtured in the embrace of
subjection, growing accustomed to servanthood rather than
lordship, and finding joy in humility and lowliness rather than
exaltation.

Blessed art thou, then glad tidings be unto thee, if thou hadst
addressed me as ‘Abdu’l-Baha in every verse of that brilliant

poem and unique, luminous ode. And this is the greatest praise
in the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB07188

To: Ustad Sabbagh
Date: 1900 or <

O Master Aga! In this moment when I am intimate with
thoughts of the Beloved Friend and am constantly supplicating
to the Abha Kingdom with utmost humility and submission,
your letter arrived. Upon examining its contents, which were
filled with humility and self-effacement, and noting your re-
quest to attain the presence at the Threshold of the Lord, I
was deeply moved, for it showed the utmost burning from sep-
aration.

Therefore, you are given permission to present yourself at the
Divine Threshold, and for one day, two days, three days - nay,
for one month - seek refuge at this Threshold and find rest in
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the vicinity of the mercy of the Lord. And upon you be the o ;5 5 o ol o Lo o35 ) s oK
GlOI’y. &C&W‘}u&\ﬁ\){/.\))%w)

INBA13:169, INBAR&5:217a

AB07605

To: Tabib Irvani, Mirza Aga Jan son of Harun Hamadani
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who diffusest the fragrances of God! In this time when (3l = 8 0l o ys &) Sloeis Al
t.he Morn of the vaenant is dawning 1'1pon the hori'zons,' the G ge) oS J:%J\j\ s, 3 b
lights of confirmation from the Abha Kingdom have illumined S5 S At o3 iy Ly o
both East and West. A flame hath been kindled in the lands of TR e

. ) L G eV ) Ol 5y S
the Turks and Tajiks, and “Glory to my Lord, the Most High! oo ST fom ) K o oals
hath been raised. A ray hath struck the realm of America, and © 5 ‘5'( L:L% - l:fu > \ W \ Z
the cry of “O Glory of the All-Glorious!” hath reached to the > "i” e S MJ Ol
zenith of heaven. A lamp hath been lit in the glass of Asia, o B s Gdate d2s)s Cid )

and the lights of truth have shone forth. A torch hath been a&sf );;» Ol :F g bl
kindled in the heart of the world, and all regions have been
illumined.

His, then, is the power and the might. His Word is penetrating Jb _sa sl o u)s 5 S a2
and His Covenant victorious. “They desire to extinguish God’s &l ;4 |gala O Osy » e 28l 5 Cul

light with their mouths: but God willeth nought but to perfect oy8 f“ NI &l dﬁtu V#";L'
His light.” i

INBA13:261a
AB07241

Date: 1900 or <

O servants of the Sun of Truth! Chant the verses of divine J,Sl Cf\ﬁ 03 S e o ¢l
unity in the celestial sanctuaries, and engage in glorifying the ol Y Cfls"' 3oy KL Ay oll e
unique, peerless Lord in heavenly gatherings. Fix your gaze
upon the horizon of sanctification and turn to the beauty of
the gracious Lord.

o 3L Al A s u) R
a5 o dE ey a
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2 Become luminous candles in the assemblage of the world and
stars in the firmament of nations and peoples. Become foun-
tains of knowledge and learning, and the wise ones of the world
of grace and insight.

Night and day think on acquiring outer and inner perfections,
and day and night draw illumination from pure springs so that
through the grace of the Ancient Beauty each of you may
become, in all conditions, a great sign of the Most Glorious
Beauty and the manifestation of one of the names of the Self-
Subsisting, Ever-Living Lord.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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ABO07285

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Fix your gaze upon the Abha Kingdom and
turn toward the Supreme Realm of Might and offer this prayer:

O Lord! O Forgiver! I am a weak servant and a frail being.
You are the exalted refuge of the helpless and the strong sanc-
tuary of the wanderers. The winds of trials are fierce and the
tempests of tests uproot those near and far, and demolish the
foundations of all, whether close or distant. Grant Your aid
and protection, and withhold not Your pardon and forgive-
ness. Make Your ancient Covenant our impregnable fortress
and Your mighty Testament our lofty shelter, that we may
be protected from every trial of every evil one and be blessed
with the wonders of Your favors. You are the Powerful and the
Mighty, You are the All-Compelling and the All-Seeing, You
are the Ordainer and the All-Hearing.
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Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the divine threshold! They say that among the
painters of the world, Mani was skilled in Iran and Raphael
was famous in Europe. Mani demonstrated such mastery in
this art that he could draw a circle with his artistic pen that
had no imperfection whatsoever.

Now if that one intoxicated with the divine cup seeks complete
proficiency in the art of drawing and illustration, he must strive
until the image of the Concourse on High is reflected in the
mirror of the world below, and those celestial forms draw back
the veil in every realm of the material world.

If the contingent world becomes confirmed with this gift of
the All-Merciful, then this world will become a Most Glorious
Paradise. O Lord! Aid Thy servants in this.

And this will not be possible except through firmness and stead-
fastness in the Covenant and Testament.
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Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God, Imamquli, meaning “servant of the Imam” -
what a wonderful name that causes one to soar to the heights
of heaven! His Holiness the Prince, the Shah of the ethereal
realm, peace be upon him, says “Names descend from heaven.”
Therefore, since you have such a name, God willing, may you
become a servant of the Lord of the Age so that you may attain
boundless prosperity and glory, and shine like the eastern sun
in that land and realm.

Rise up according to your name - the closed door will open
and the intimate dove will return. Show the male lion in that
forest - there the female hyena will submit. Show the shepherd
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wolf in that domain - the helpless fox will surrender. Become
pure, become watchful.
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AB07420

Date: 1900 or <

O true friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The edifice of violation is a
spider’s web, while the palace of the Covenant is an eternal,
immortal foundation. That one’s base rests upon the brink of
a crumbling precipice, while this one’s essence is the mercy and
bounty of the Lord. That one’s foundation is the darkness of
spite and envy of cruel brothers, while this one’s structure is
built upon the protection and love of the faithful Joseph. That
one springs purely from hatred, while this one proceeds from
“He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He pleases.”

Therefore observe how weak and fragile is the foundation of
these faithless ones, while the foundation of God’s Covenant
reaches to the highest chambers. Day and night engage in
thanksgiving to the Forgiving Lord that you have taken up
residence in this flourishing house and have become entirely
detached from and averse to that buried foundation.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB07425

Date: 1900 or <

O suckling at the breast of providence! Though you have trav-
eled and become distant from worldly sight, you are visible
and near to the eye of heart and soul and vision and spirit.
Not for a moment am I forgetful of remembering you. In all
conditions, through the ancient favor of the Ever-Living, All-
Powerful, it is hoped that you will be embraced and regarded
by the glances of His Holiness the Divine Unity.
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Day by day may you progress in the degrees of recognition
and certitude and become a second martyr in the path of the
Blessed Beauty like His Holiness Ruhullah, may my spirit be
sacrificed for him. Would that we were with him to achieve a
mighty triumph!

Please convey most glorious greetings to your honored father,
and likewise to His Holiness Abu’l-Fada’il, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, and also to the other friends.

And Glory be upon you.
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AB07490

Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual lover! The cup is radiant and the wine brilliant, and
each has become a mirror to the other. Due to their mutual
reflection, room for doubt remains.

‘T'is not the soul-nourishing wine,

Behold, this is but the cup;
‘Tis not the ruby chalice this,

The wine but casts its shadow.

When divine love, like wine, causes the world-reflecting cup of
the hearts of God’s loved ones to overflow with infinite bounties,
and when the delicacy of the cup and the purity of the joy-
giving wine unite, it becomes “light upon light” and bewilders
the recesses of consciousness. Through their mutual reflection,
the mystery of unity becomes manifest, and “His light is as a
niche wherein is a lamp, the lamp within a glass, the glass as it
were a glittering star, lit from a blessed tree” becomes evident.

May you remain in joy.
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Date: 1900 or <

O you who are ignited by the kindled fire of the Lord! Praise
be to God that you witnessed the light of guidance from the
blessed spot of the Valley of Ayman, and observed the Greatest
Signs. From the Dawning-Place of Lights, such brilliant rays
struck the window of your heart that the darkness of error was
eclipsed and the great light of guidance became manifest. This
is from the grace of the Ancient Lord and the bounty of the
Generous Lord.

Therefore, in gratitude for this greatest gift, remain so firm and
steadfast in the Covenant and Testament that if the whirlwind
of violation and wavering in the Covenant reaches that land,
you will, through divine power, cause that wind to vanish and
disappear. And upon you be Glory.
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AB07568

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! From the
day thou didst depart for that direction, we have constantly
remembered thee and made pilgrimages by proxy at the Holy
Threshold, and supplicated for divine confirmation and assis-
tance. I have great hopes that thou wilt be assisted and con-
firmed in all matters and affairs.

Therefore, I entrust to you an important matter in Ishqabad,
that, relying upon God, you may undertake it and gladden our
hearts and the hearts of all the friends. And that is the fi-
nancial dispute that exists between the members of the Divine
Holy Family and Ustad Ali-Akbar, which has remained unre-
solved for several years. Your honor must strive with the ut-
most effort in this matter so that, God willing, these accounts
may be examined and yield results.
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AB07620

Date: 1900 or <

O second organizer of meanings! Your poetry shone like the
Pleiades cluster in this heaven and your splendid ode gleamed
like a brilliant pearl, for it was in praise of the Ancient Beauty
and extolled the Greatest Name - may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones.

“Whence comes this musician who uttered the Friend’s name,
That I may sacrifice my soul and garment in praise of the
Friend?”

Well done! Well done! A hundred thousand praises upon that
sweet pen and honeyed speech! Therefore, like the nightingale
of divine unity, open your tongue in the rose garden of sancti-
fication, tune the instrument of the Supreme Concourse, and
with the melody of the Abha Kingdom compose and chant in
gatherings a new ode in praise of the Sun of Glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast inhaled the fragrance from the gardens of
His bestowal! What shall I write that the pen might become
privy to mysteries and ink become the interpreter of the heart?
Alas! Alas! How can mineral and plant possess the power
to unveil secrets, and what capacity have pen and paper to
become intimate with inner mysteries? Therefore it is better
that we entrust the discovery of this sealed secret to the mirror
of the Most Glorious Beauty’s countenance - that is, to the pure
heart.

It has been some time since there has been any news from
Khwajih Ibrahim. You must maintain regular correspondence.
Encourage and urge him. Send him the enclosed envelope.
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Convey most glorious greetings to your illustrious descendant,
and likewise to the loved ones of God.
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INBA13:302b
ABO07790
Date: 1900 or <
O thou who art enkindled with the fire that blazeth in the 38l 5l el e

Burning Bush!

The banner of the All-Merciful is raised high in the heavens,
the call of the Lord is spread abroad throughout all regions,
the melody of the Kingdom is the musician of hearts, and the
summons of the Realm above is the inspirer of the souls and
spirits of the denizens of the heaven of might. The radiance of
the Sun of Truth is the light-giver to the horizons of the world,
and the supreme bounty of the Ancient Lord is the quickener of
all beings. The rain-cloud of grace is ever-showering, and the
candle of the night-realm of bounty is ever-diffusing its rays.

Therefore, O faithful friend, let not this time slip from thy
grasp, and count this opportunity as a prize, that thou mayest
gain a most abundant portion in this Most Great and Most
Luminous Century.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who stand firm in
the Covenant of God.
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Date: 1900 or <

O Thou Who hast caused the clouds of Thy mercy to rain
down upon the visible and invisible realms of existence, and
Who hast specifically favored in this glorious Day those who
bow down in worship with continuous bestowal and abundant
blessings! I beseech Thee, by the sweet-scented breezes of Thy
bounty which have perfumed the nostrils of every created thing,
to preserve these sincere ones within the protection of Thy
safekeeping, O Thou Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting One!

O my Lord! Make them to be lions in the forests of the
Covenant, rain-clouds over the meadows of radiance, fish in
the pools of harmony, birds in the garden of holiness, hosts
of the Kingdom of the Spirit, delegations to Thy most glori-
ous Paradise, stars in the horizon of Thy supreme favor, waves
upon the ocean of Thy mercy amidst all peoples, signs of Thy
luminous Scripture, and clear proofs of Thy Book in the king-
dom of creation, and words of Thy volumes and tablets of Thy
bestowal in this world and the next, that they may voice Thy
praise among all the diverse peoples. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Baha’is of Antep
Date: 1900 or <

O friends of God! This is the time for supplication and entreaty,
and the moment for humility and lowliness. Raise your hands
in need and want to the Court of the Self-Sufficing, and begin
your lamentation, saying:

O Lord! We are the helpless ones who have sought refuge
at Thy threshold. We are those whose lives are in disarray,
seeking order and arrangement in Thy court. We are the fallen
ones, gazing toward Thy favors. Make us firm and steadfast in
Thy Covenant and Testament, preserve us from the arrows of
doubts, grant us shelter beneath the shadow of Thy protection
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and safety, and keep us secure from tests and trials. Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB08196

To: Ghulam Ali Husband of Andalib’s Sister, in Lahijan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art turned unto God! His Holiness ‘Andalib re-
quested that these lines be written, but where is the opportu-
nity for their issuance? Nevertheless, moved by the attraction
of his love, I have taken up my pen to write, though expression
falls short of what is in my heart.

Know thou this much: I have beseeched and continue to be-
seech, from the Sacred Threshold of the Blessed Beauty—may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones—success for His Holi-
ness ‘Andalib and those related to him.

O my Lord! Assist him who is related to the Dove of the
thicket of Thy praise and the Nightingale of the garden of
Thy faithfulness in all that Thou lovest and approvest in every
circumstance and condition, O my Exalted Lord!
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To: Siyyid Muhammad Taqi Qazvini, in Lahijan
Date: 1900 or <

O ward of His Holiness Andalib! The constant prayer, night
and day, before the Divine Friend is that He may cause the
true friends to remain firm in the Covenant and steadfast in
the Testament of the All-Merciful.

How severe is the tempest of tests, and the tablet of the year
of Shidad is a warning to all who observe.
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Therefore, O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the
eternal covenant, be assisted to speak and utter in such wise
that, like penetrating rays dispersing the clouds of doubt of
every wavering soul, thou mayest be as a flash of lightning,
becoming a manifestation of divine confirmations, a dawning-
place of heavenly assistance, and a rising-point of the lights of
unity.

And upon thee be glory.
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ABO08155

To: Abdu’l-Qadir, in Mandalay
Date: 1900 or <

O ‘Abdu’l-Qadir! When the All-Powerful, Omnipotent Lord
casteth a glance upon a powerless servant, that servant be-
cometh a mine of might and a wellspring of strength. His
grasp becometh as strong as steel and [his prowess] a terror to
the lion of the forest. Though he be weak as a gnat, in strength
he becometh a mighty falcon; though he be frail as an ant in
his impotence, in power he becometh a mighty elephant. He
withstandeth the forces of all creation and confronteth the up-
heavals of contingent being.

Therefore, since thou hast entered beneath the shadow of the
true Omnipotent One, be thou powerful and confident, know-
ing that day by day thy faith will grow stronger. And the glory
be upon thee.
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ABO08097

To: Karbala’i Mirza Husayn et al.,
Date: 1900 or <

in Nayriz

O spiritual friends! Open your eyes to the Abha Kingdom -
may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones. All is light!
Close your eyes to the contingent world and the lower King-
dom - all is darkness. Become verses of divine unity, for the call
is the call of the Day of the Covenant. Become dawning-places
of sanctification, for the light is shining upon all horizons. Al-
though the Abha Kingdom is invisible to the contingent world,
yet its effulgences are manifest and evident.

“Though the hand be hidden, see the pen writing; Though the
rider be unseen, behold the dust.”

Strive then, in this cycle and age of the Greatest Name - may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - to render a service to
the Cause and spread the religion of God and exalt the Cause
of God. And glory be upon all who are faithful to the mighty
Covenant.
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AB08164

To: Ghulam-Ali Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Most Exalted ‘Ali! This servant bears a name
compounded of the name of the Supreme Beauty, ‘Ali the Most
Exalted, and the second part of the blessed name of the Most
Glorious Beauty. Would that this servant could truly live up to
this name and embody its reality, so that the manifest meaning
and true reality of servitude to the Ancient Beauty - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - might become clear and
evident in this essence of evanescence. There and then would I
sing and warble, trill and chant, saying: “Blessed am I for this
supreme bounty! Glad tidings to me for this enduring bliss!
By my life, this is indeed the straight path!” And may the
Glory be upon you and upon every penitent servant.
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ABO08100

To: Rubabih daughter of Haji Muhammad Bagir Nabil, in Qazvin

Date: 1900 or <

O Rubabih! Offer a hundred thousand thanks that in this
blessed Dispensation, the century of the Ancient Beauty, the
age of the Greatest Name, thou hast set foot in the cradle
of existence, hast entered beneath the shadow of His binding
Command, hast drunk the choice wine from the hand of the
Cup-bearer of “Am I not?”, and hast found thy way into the
gathering of the All-Merciful. And thou hast such a kind father,
firm and steadfast in the Covenant.

O Rubabih! The time hath come for thee to take up the lute
of the love of God and with thy melody intoxicate the hand-
maidens of God. And upon thee be glory.
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AB07860

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1900 or <

Consider that today the greatest of all matters is firmness and
steadfastness in the Cause of God. The Ancient Beauty hath
trained the loved ones of God for such a day as this, that all
may arise, united and in harmony, to exalt the Word of God.

The formation of the House of Justice is most timely. I hope
that ye may be confirmed therein.

Convey to all the loved ones of the All-Merciful the Most Great,
Most Glorious greeting on behalf of this servant. Night and day
we are occupied with their remembrance.

And may God’s blessings be upon the Tree of Thy Singleness
and the Lote-Tree of Thy Oneness and its branches and twigs
and leaves.
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We remember Haji ‘Ali-Shir with divine fragrances and greet-
ings.
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ABO08095

To: Unknown, in Rafsanjan
Date: 1900 or <

O true friends! In every age and dispensation when the divine
lights illumine the horizon of possibility, people should arise in
praise and glorification and loose their tongues in thanksgiv-
ing. But now, to the contrary, they have arisen in complaint
and risen in opposition, thereby diminishing their own worth
- except for those people who have opened their eyes and ears
of understanding and adorned their gathering with worship of
the Lord of creation.

You who were awaiting the appearance of this bounty, and
when the light of its morn dawned and its day arrived became
awakened and alert - give thanks that you received a portion
from this overflowing cup and took your share and portion
from this grace of existence. Blessed are you, may your souls
be gladdened.
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AB08046

To: Mirza Ali servant of Khadijih Bagum, in Shiraz
Date: 1900 or <

O caretaker of that hidden tomb! Guard and watch over that
sacred sepulcher and blessed resting place. For a hundred thou-
sand lamps circle round that Light, and a hundred thousand
kings are servants at that exalted threshold.

Although the radiance of that Light is now concealed from view
and hidden from the wicked, yet ere long that world-illumining
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To: Agqa Mirza, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

| O defender of the Covenant! From all regions of Adhirbayjan & olgl sl GBlbl 5 Gle b
comes news that in spreading the Covenant you are a radiant s , 3141 ,5 Gl =i s 8§ dads
light, and in proclaiming the Testament you are a lion in the , £l uge 3! 45 Oluw Jinae Olg O
arena. In the horizon of the Covenant you are a rising sun, CLLN B Lam G Lan O olb s
and amidst the threefold darkness, layer upon layer, you are a 5 , S ol gl 5 b B> 52

brilliant dawn. In repelling those who violate and resist you
are a piercing flame, and in the gathering of the steadfast you
are a shining lamp.
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may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones—that the Holy
Spirit will confirm you, the Faithful Spirit will strengthen you,
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3 And upon thee be glory.
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ABO08152

To: Mirza Rida Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O lover of the Beauty of the All-Glorious! In your letter this
verse was written:

“What remedy is there save submission and contentment When
thou art in the claws of a fierce, blood-thirsty lion?”

But I say: “Sweet is submission, but sweeter still contentment
before the Kind and Ever-faithful Friend,” for whatsoever He
doeth is the essence of purity and the spirit of faithfulness.

In brief, when the fire of love is kindled in the reality of the
heart, it completely consumeth all negligence and failure, sins
and sorrows. In that station, the sovereignty of the King of
Love holdeth sway, and the dominion of the Sovereign of Af-
fection prevaileth. Through the grace of God there is hope of
relief and the attainment of comfort. Verily my Lord is the
All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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AB08403

To: Baha’is of Usku
Date: 1900 or <

My dearly loved illumined friends and fellow-workers! The
Ancient Beauty hath made the world of humanity the envy
of the realm of dominion through the effulgent light of His
revelation and manifest bounty.

Praise be unto His Holiness the Most Great Name and Ancient
Identity, Whose sovereign bestowals shine forth like the light
of dawn across the horizons and the mysteries of Whose gifts
are renowned throughout the worlds of earth and heaven, that
He hath established such weak ants as we are upon the throne
of Solomon’s sovereignty - the blessed throne of the love and
knowledge of God - even unto the seat of glory, and made us
worthy of His boundless favors.
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O my Lord, thanksgiving be unto Thee, praise be unto Thee,
may my life be sacrificed in Thy path!
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AB08345

To: Mirza Yusuf, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O Yusuf of Fars! The dear Joseph of Egypt of the Covenant
is in the hands of the people of dissension, captive. At times
imprisoned in the well of calumnies, at times sold for a paltry
sum to the caravan of doubts. Sometimes confined in the prison
of the Copts, sometimes wandering captive in the desert of the
pleasure-seekers.

Yet this Wronged One, despite this oppression and enmity of
the rebellious ones, remains loving and kind. I swear by the An-
cient Beauty that the eye of compassion weeps and the heart
full of love burns to see how these people have become im-
mersed in the sea of blame and lie asleep in the bed of heed-
lessness, utterly unaware that they have destroyed their own
foundation.
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AB07927

To: Abdu’l-Karim Naraqi
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Every blind one who is endowed with in-
sight in the Cause of God has bright eyes and seeing vision.
Although outwardly blind, His Holiness Isaac was in reality
possessed of true vision, for the eye is the eye of the heart, not
the eye of water and clay. This outward eye shall turn to dust,
but the inner vision shall remain eternal and steadfast in the
pure world.
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Therefore be grateful that thou art confirmed in the essential
gift and assisted by everlasting grace. Open wide the door
of joy upon thy heart and with the eye of insight behold the
hidden world.

3 And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB08304

To: Bilgays sister of Andalib wife of Ghulam Ali
Date: 1900 or <

O leaf who prayest fervently and hast attained the station of
certitude! There are some who believe that men are superior
to women and base their argument on the blessed verse “Men
are maintainers and protectors of women”, but this servant is
certain as the manifest light that this is not a universal truth.

Many are the women in this day who are firm in the Covenant
and are luminous and gem-like seashells of perfections, while
many men are uncertain in their faith and are as the worthless
clay at the bottom of the seas of vices. Thus, excellence de-
pends not on whether one is male or female but rather on the
bounties of the Most Great Name, may my life be offered up
for His loved ones.

As much as thou canst, take firm steps in the Covenant and
make other handmaidens steadfast.
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AB08428

To: Lutf, Muhammad Husayn et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast drunk from the Fountain of Life! The caravan
of the Kingdom hath journeyed through the wilderness of the
Realm of Might, and sent forth its scout in search of water in
the depths of wells. He let down his bucket and exclaimed: “O
joyful tidings! This is the Youth of the Covenant, whom his
brothers have cast into the pit of calumny and sold for a paltry
price, a few counted dirhams. Woe unto them for that which
they have earned!”

And the glory be upon thee and upon whoso hath purchased
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To: Lynn Dr Bartlett
Date: 1900 or <

O thou spiritual person and heavenly man - may God confirm
thee! Know that the divine springtime hath come with its rains
and abundance, with the heat of its sun, the breeze of its life
and the scent of its fragrance; and through this universal and
great abundance, the land of holy truth and facts hath moved
and brought forth good and beautiful fruits of every kind.

2 But the barren, wicked land will not bring forth save the thorn
of denial, of haughtiness and disdain.

Therefore, thank thou God for He hath made thee a good,

fertile land by the clouds of the abundance of God the Chosen.

Convey my greetings to thy esteemed wife and daughter, who
are honored by the people of the Kingdom of Perfection.

TAB.651
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To: Muhammad Bagir Khalajabads
Date: 1900 or <

O chief secretary! Blessed was the moment when thou didst
become intimate with the mystery of Truth, and happy was
the hour when thou didst place the crown of the love of the
Most Great Name upon thy brow. Be not distressed by this
tribulation, for there is wisdom in it:

Though Khidr broke the vessel on the sea,
In Khidr’s breaking there were mysteries.

God saith in His mighty Book: “And We will surely try you
with something of fear and hunger and loss of wealth and lives
and fruits; but give glad tidings to the patient.” And likewise
He saith: “Those who patiently persevere will truly receive a
reward without measure” And upon thee be glory. Reflect
well, and the wisdom of this illness will become evident.
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AB08032

To: Nayib Javad
Date: 1900 or <

O Javad! In the world of existence, the attribute of generosity
exercises sovereignty with the utmost grandeur, bringing forth
every hidden reality from the realm of the unseen to the arena
of manifestation. Since thou art the embodiment of and art
named after this attribute, thy generosity must needs encom-
pass the world and thy munificence must reach the ethereal
sphere.

Therefore, come thou and open thy tongue in praise of that
Kind Friend, and become a herald of His Covenant and Testa-
ment, so that thy generosity may encompass all existence and
thy bounty may immerse creation.
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And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who stand firm in
God’s Mighty Covenant.

gl Jo ot K e s Sl L
W]

INBA13:203a, MMK5#265 p.203

AB08202

To: Shir-Ali Khan
Date: 1900 or <

O Shir-‘Ali Khan, thou warrior in the field of divine knowledge!
Give thanks that thou hast been blessed with such an illustri-
ous father, who hath rent asunder his collar in his love for the
Ancient Beauty and whose countenance shineth bright with the
light of the knowledge of God. His tongue speaketh forth in
praise of the Best-Beloved of all the worlds, and he cherisheth
a sincere attachment to the servants of the All-Merciful.

Having quaffed from this cup and tasted of this honey, he hath
torn away the veil of remoteness from before thine eyes and
rendered thee successful in attaining a bounty whereby thou
shalt, God willing, become a chief among the hosts of divine
knowledge and the army of life and salvation.

The sky hath grown dark, and these fingers are occupied with
writing.
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ABO08127

To: Siyyid Mihdi
Date: 1900 or <

O thou candle that shineth in the gatherings of the friends!

When the orient orb of the sun lifts its blazing countenance
from the visible horizon each morning methinks it raiseth a
clarion call unto the world below. Methinks I hear its bright
voice saying: “Wake up, O ye who are asleep! Bestir yourselves,
lethargic ones! Make haste, O ye who are dispirited! Arise! O
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ABO07959

apathetic ones! Cast off the veils, ye who are shrouded! Drink
deep of the cup of dawn, ye that are sunk in torpor! For
I am a visible sign of that true Sun of divine Reality; I am
the outward appearance of that resplendent Source of Divinity
that has arisen in the Orient of God. Verily, these rays of mine
are the symbols, merely, of the all-embracing sovereign grace
which is shed upon the world by Him Who is the Day Star of
the worlds of God.”

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant.
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AB07959

To: Siyyid Muhammad Husayn
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! It is morning, and the horizons of contingent
being are illumined by the rays of the Eastern Sun, and the
dawning-places of heart and soul are radiant and effulgent with
the beams of the Sun of Truth.

As the Primal Dawn, the manifest Light hath so brilliantly
shone forth from the zenith of the most exalted Heaven that
the darkness of the night of idle fancies is wholly dispelled and
brought to naught.

Yet the bats, with the utmost effort and haste, struggle and
strive to find some dark hole wherein they might make their
dwelling and abode, that perchance their sightless eyes might
find some rest.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon every firm and steadfast
one.
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ABO08361

To: William Jay Moore
Date: 1900 or <

O youth set ablaze with the fire of the love of God! Your
sister and brother-in-law have come to the Holy Land and their
nostrils have been perfumed with the musk-like fragrances of
the Supreme Threshold. Your respected sister mentions you
during the hours of night and throughout the day, and seeks
divine confirmation and success for you in all conditions.

I beseech God that He may accept her prayer and facilitate
the fulfillment of her hopes, and that He may comfort her eyes
through witnessing your success and prosperity in the King-
dom, and illumine your face through the confirmations of His
ancient Kingdom, so that you may find yourself, your sister,
your mother and your brother-in-law in great joy.

And may the Glory rest upon you at every moment.
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ABO07855

Date: 1900 or <

He is the Beloved

O my God, my God! Thou seest how my sighs are aflame, and
my tears flow forth, and beholdest the burning of my fire, and
hearest the clamor of my disturbance, and my moaning and
lamenting at my separation and remoteness from the Kingdom
of Thy presence, and my fall and descent into the abyss of
exile, and my drinking from the cups of grief and anguish in
the wilderness of separation from Thee. O Lord! Whosoever
hath become intoxicated with the wine of attainment in the
presence of the dawning of the lights of Thy beauty will never
forget the sweetness of that manifest honey wherein appear the
signs of Thy oneness and the evidences of Thy singleness. My
Lord! Aid me in that which shall cause my face to shine in the
Kingdom of creation, and shall raise me to the Concourse on
High, and shall cause me to hear Thy most exalted Word, and
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shall bring me to the Sadratu’l-Muntaha and the Furthermost
Mosque. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful.

ABO07865

Date: 1900 or <

O loved ones of God! His honor Aga Mirza Jalil is making a
mighty effort and tremendous endeavor to spread the divine
fragrances, and in truth he spends day and night in pursuit
of this glorious purpose. If he were to become occupied with
earning a livelihood for his family and children, he would be
prevented from this great purpose, and if he were to leave his
wife and children unattended and travel to different regions,
this too would be contrary to God’s command and opposed to
the good-pleasure of the All-Merciful.

Therefore, if any of the loved ones of God were to present
him with an amount from the Huquq and obtain a receipt,
and submit the receipt, this would be accepted, beloved and
credited in the sight of God.
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ABO07967

Date: 1900 or <

O thou servant at the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty! For
some time no letter has been received from thee, and no de-
tailed account has arrived.

Today thou must surge like the sea and, like the birds of holi-
ness, soar to the heights. In the arena of service to the Cause
of God, thou must gallop and race forward, show forth might,
spread abroad the sweet breathings of holiness, and kindle the
lamp of glorification. Thou must offer a sweet fragrance to the
nostrils and manifest wondrous signs. Set the friends ablaze
and fill the loved ones with excitement.
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ABO08039

Today is the day of divine bestowals. Today is the day of
dawning-places. Thy service is mentioned and accepted. Make
a mighty effort, that all tongues may praise thy sanctity and
cry out “O how blessed art thou!”
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AB08039

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted to the glorious Beauty of the Lord
of Grandeur!

The Light of Truth shineth radiantly in the lamp of Divine
Unity and in the niche of Oneness. Its world illuminating rays
have been diffused even as the light of the morn to all directions.
“God is the light of the heavens and of the earth.”

The realities of the loved ones of God are each a sacred day-
spring of bounty unto that Light of Truth, for when the niche
partaketh of the Most Mighty Manifestation and Vehicle and
turneth unto Him, the result is “Light upon Light,” complete
delight and joy and ceaseless thankfulness.

And when the power of the radiance of its light, the crystal
purity of the lamp and the spotlessness of the niche are in
harmony, the true mystery of the blessed verse will be manifest
and apparent.
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AB08112

AB08074

Date: 1900 or <

O two branches of the Tree of God’s love! You two boughs have
grown in that palace from the head and spirit of the stream
of martyrdom, and have been nurtured by the bounty of the
cloud of mercy. Now become verdant and flourishing, and be
filled with blossoms and splendor, and become fruitful, bearing
fresh fruit and sweet nectar as honey and sugar, and bring forth
precious jewels, so that the branch may follow the root, and
the part correspond to the whole, and the successor prove true
to the predecessor.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed
for the dust of His sanctuary - that you shall shine forth like
two luminous stars from the horizon of possibility, and shall
illuminate the regions with light. And the glory be upon you
both.
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ABO08112

Date: 1900 or <

O wayfarer on the path of guidance! Although you journey
from the Blessed Spot to other lands, yet through the grace of
the Blessed Beauty I hope that your travel will be from God
and unto God. At all times we shall be occupied in remem-
bering you. Though you may become physically distant and
remote, yet through divine grace you will be spiritually near
and present. Give thanks to God that you have been singled
out for such a gift and confirmed with such a bounty. By the
life of God! Your attainment to this verdant Garden and this
most exalted and sublime Threshold is a gift that causes holy
realities in the world of creation to envy you. Blessed are you,
again blessed are you, for this most great gift. And upon you
be the Glory, and upon all who remain firm in God’s Covenant.
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ABO08193

AB08169

Date: 1900 or <

O Qavam al-Hukama! The True Physician and Divine Sage,
the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His Most
Great Panacea - being the Temple of God’s Cause and the
Body of God’s Religion, prescribed a healing antidote for con-
tinuous health, perpetual well-being, balance of temperament,
and protection from afflictions. And that instantaneously effec-
tive compound is the Covenant, whose sanctifying lights shine
forth upon the horizons.

The specifically designated Center of Authority was estab-
lished, the clear and manifest Interpreter of verses was made
known, the Remover of differences was mentioned, and
the medicine and remedy were entrusted to the designated
skilled Physician. Now the foolish ones have abandoned the
designated, acknowledged Physician and followed certain
charlatans. Soon you shall see them in manifest loss. And
may the glory rest upon every steadfast, upright one.
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AB08193

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art holding fast to the Sure Handle! All the Con-
course on high from the Abha Kingdom are watching, and from
the Realm of Names they are gazing upon the lower realms.
When they behold a soul steadfast in the Covenant, they raise
up shouts of joy and, offering glad tidings, they extol that
soul, saying: “May thy countenance be bright, thy soul a gar-
den, thy lamp luminous, and thy heart expansive! For thou
art aided by the hosts of this Kingdom of sanctification and
art assisted by the favors of this Presence of divine unity and
transcendence. Ere long, when thou dost wing thy flight to
this most exalted Horizon and attainest the presence of the di-
vine Grandeur, thou shalt witness the bounties of the Beauty
of Grandeur. There shall thy tongue proclaim: ‘This, verily, is
the supreme triumph!”’
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ABO08837

ABO08579

To: Mirza Mihdi Khan, in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Place upon thy head a crown
of steadfastness in the Covenant and receive tribute from the
realm of the highest heaven. Cry out at the top of thy voice in
the world below—to the dismay of the enemies—“O Thou Glory
of the Most Glorious!” that thou mayest hear from the Con-
course on High the response: “Here am I! Blessed art thou, O
blessed one!” Open thine eyes to the horizon of grace, become
intimate with the holy fragrances, and confide in the inspira-
tions of the Abha Kingdom, that thou mayest witness divine
power and observe the signs of the might of the All-Merciful.
And upon thee and upon every steadfast and firm one be the
Glory.
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ABO08837

To: Abbas son of Muhammad Bagir, in Hamadan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art turned unto God!

The Blessed Beauty showed great favor towards His sincere
loved ones, such that whenever mention was made of them in
the Most Holy Court, signs of delight would become manifest
upon His luminous countenance and radiant brow. This mani-
festation of grace was from the Dayspring of contingent being;
consider then how it must be now from the realm beyond lim-
itations!

I swear by His manifest Beauty and His mighty creation that
His grace and bounty are an endless ocean. However, the mag-
net that attracts His manifestation is striving to diffuse the
divine fragrances and exalt the Word of God.
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ABO8775

ABO08719

To: Ghulam-Ali (Bahar) et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1900 or <

O ye two who are attracted to God! A wave has arisen from
the ocean of the Covenant and struck the shores of America.
It has made the far near, and caused the Turk and the Tajik
to associate with the people of Belgium. Ere long it shall make
the darkest night the envy of brightest day, and shall transform
the continent of Africa into a rose garden and flower-laden
paradise.

Therefore, O ye friends, arise with great resolve and render
mighty service. Sow a seed, plant a sapling, lay a founda-
tion, light a lamp, burn away the veils, manifest strength and
show forth power. Under the shadow of the Standard of the
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ABO8775

To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Ishqabad

Date: 1900 or <

O thou candle of love! oz C& &!

At this hour when the Sovereign of the East hath vanished
in the West, and when in this gathering various officials are
present and engaged in discourse, this servant of the Court
of the Most Glorious Beauty hath found unity in multiplicity
and, becoming occupied with thoughts of thee, hath taken up
pen and ink and letter, that thou mayest know how cherished
thou art upon this plane, and how present and renowned, ac-
cepted and considered, regarded and remembered thou art in
this gathering.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO8577

To: Muhammad Unis Khalifih (Rangun), in Mandalay
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Lord! Observe thou the consummate wisdom
of God, that thou art from the cradle of India while we are
dwellers of Iran and strangers in the land of Syria. What foun-
dation of fellowship He hath laid, that in this distant clime
I am engaged and delighted in remembrance of that yearning
exile, while thou in that far-off realm art filled with intense
longing.

Though we are distant in the world of dust, yet by virtue of the
pure realm we are near, gathered in a single assembly. Though
we be separated by a thousand stages, this is naught but one
of the consummate divine wisdoms.
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ABO08803

To: Ghadanfar, in Mazandaran
Date: 1900 or <

O Ghadanfar! O Lion! This is the time of the lion and the
moment of the fierce beast. A few foxes have taken to prancing
about in the field and plain, and several hyenas have fallen
upon the sheep of God.

Since thou art a lion, thou must make an attack and show
forth thy might, and drive away these weak animals so that
the sheep and birds may burst into such melody in the gardens
of the King of Manifestation as to astound the consciousness
of the people of the world.
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AB08902

AB08532

To: Mirza Baba Known as Muhammad Sadiq Nayrizi
Date: 1900 or <

O Aqa Baba! True fatherhood is the guidance of souls. The
physical father is the cause of physical life, while the spiritual
father is the cause of spiritual, divine life. The difference be-
tween body and soul is boundless and infinite.

Therefore, strive to attain spiritual fatherhood and seek spiri-
tual children. I swear by the Most Great Name that one spir-
itual child is better than a hundred hosts of physical children.
This is light upon light, while those may be the cause of dis-
grace and shame on the Day of Resurrection.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB08902

To: Siyyid Jafar et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O ye who are assured of God’s Oneness! Such was the efful-
gence and manifestation that He made the contingent world a
mirror of the realm of the infinite, and transformed the earth
into an everlasting paradise. Yet alas, the children knew not
its worth, and the ignorant counted it not as significant. They
darkened that pure and subtle horizon with the dense clouds
of doubts, and obscured that luminous face of the full moon
with the blemishes of selfish desires and passions. Far and
near they broke the influence of the Cause of God and gained
nothing thereby.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

A2 5 318 0l ol & OB 4o 6
Oler 5 5405 OKY fan] Kl § 540
BEC dgﬁf:{ omdl dy Olasle i 1)
Slo 31 T sl o O 5 Al
}xaf&dbobnidﬁr@b;j#
dhe Slyds 212 G|y e ok de s
3 WS Dl G K55 5 593 55

s 3 b

INBAS84:423b

305


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v055/?page=129
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=426

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

AB09093

ABO08517

To: Safiyyih mother of Abdu’l-Ghani Qazvini
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of God! Turn thy face toward the Kingdom of
the Most Glorious Truth and say: “O Thou Desired One of
all existence! O Thou Worshipped One of the unseen and the
seen! Make this insignificant handmaiden to be honored, and
in all things grant her discernment and inspiration, that she
may freely sacrifice her life in the path of the precious Joseph
of the eternal realm, the Most Glorious Beauty. Through the
guidance of Thy holy and divine fragrance, may she hasten to
Thy presence in longing for Thy face, turn away from strangers,
and worship Thy strangeness. Thou art the All-Powerful, the
All-Mighty.”
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AB09093

To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Rangoon
Date: 1900 or <

O my Compassionate Lord! Cause me to enter into Thine ark
fully laden, and teach me Thy hidden mystery, and guide me
to the shells of Thy treasured pearls.

My Lord! My Lord! This is Thy sorrowing servant - gladden
him with the signs of Thy bounties in this witnessed Day, and
make him joyous through the grace of the Ancient Beauty and
the generosity of Thy Great Name. Make him speak in praise of
Thy Self amidst Thy creation. Verily, Thou art the Generous,
the Possessor of wondrous grace.

My Lord! My Lord! We are indeed lowly ones - exalt us
through Thy power and assist us through the confirmations of
Thy most glorious Kingdom. Dilate our breasts through the
verses of Thy holiness, O my Most Exalted Lord! Verily, Thou
art the Generous, the Most High.

And glory be upon Thee.
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ABO08591

To: Abu’l-Qasim Khayyat Simnani, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Rejoice that thou hast come into existence
in such a new age and glorious century, and hast been gathered
among those who bow down in worship.

Thou hast drunk a brimming cup from the hand of the Lord
of the Righteous and become awake and aware, for this wine
increaseth reason and knowledge, and bestoweth understand-
ing and insight. It openeth the eye and unsealeth the ear and
maketh the heart perceive.

Well is it with thee to have this cup which overfloweth with
the wine of the love of God. And glory be upon thee.
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AB08549

To: Khudamurad et al., in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O servants of God! You are mentioned in this court and
known in this gathering, and characterized by firmness in the
Covenant. Turn to the Kingdom of Bounty and supplicate to
the Self-Subsisting One of the unseen and seen realms, and

pray:

O Kind Lord! O Glorious God! A hundred thousand thanks
to Thee for having bestowed sustenance upon the destitute
and granted remedy to the afflicted. Thou hast made the poor
wealthy and placed balm upon the wounds of the injured. Thou
hast given solace to the helpless and granted shelter to the
wanderers. Thou art the Kind One, Thou art God, Thou art
the All-Merciful.
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ABO08789

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad (Rafsanjan) Tabib Yazdi
Date: 1900 or <

O physician, O beloved! When physical physicians diagnose an
illness, the treatment becomes easy and the physician becomes
very hopeful. But spiritual diseases, even when diagnosed, are
difficult to treat.

For example, observe how the disease of Covenant-breaking
is clear and evident, yet how difficult is its treatment. The
decisive text of the Kitab-i-Aqdas and the explicit command
of the Book of the Covenant are like the supreme remedy, yet
they have absolutely no effect on the illness of the Covenant-
breakers, but rather increase their malady.
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AB08991

To: Eliza Talbot
Date: 1900 or <

O respected lady! Give thanks to God for having confirmed
you in turning to the Word of God, in being set ablaze by the
fire kindled on the Sinai of divine manifestation, in becoming
occupied with the remembrance of God, and in being attracted
to the breaths of God through which lies the life of the world.

By the life of God! All nations are sleeping in the beds of vain
imaginings and are wandering in the wilderness of suppositions,
thoughts and darkness.

Rather, the light - the resplendent light from the blessed spot,
the Holy Land, the dawning-place of mysteries - blessed art
thou for having been illumined by this manifest light. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Convey greetings and praise to thy children on behalf of this
longing servant

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

JBYI o STl Lo ) o 5Kal a2
T & 88,00 0L dlst VI 5 )2 e
Sl 1021 5 ) T Jlzz V), L)
W sl L g

B ru}y\ @L” 3 88l ‘..AJ\ ‘f Al e
rM\})Kf}/\} Q,LJ\ @3y 3 Kl

u@\ S)u\ MJ\ Cuu\,;\,;\ HE
L;\H&”U)ADJ}“}M\))J\

s U3 oo SOVl e T 5 o) 4
alsdl 1)

INBA59:185a, MJZ.033

308


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=25
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=76
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=187

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

ABO08556

AB11842

To: Haji Niyaz Baghdadi
Date: 1900 or <

...His Holiness the Bab — may my spirit be sacrificed for Him —
entirely abrogated the rules of language and freed the Arabic
tongue. Thus, all the writings of His Holiness — may my spirit
be sacrificed for the dust of His footsteps — demolished the ed-
ifice of Arabic grammar. The Ancient Beauty — may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones — likewise, in His early writings,
opposed the vain imaginings of grammatical rules. However,
in the Most Great Prison, in consideration of certain scholars’
objections, the verses and writings were revealed in accordance
with the people’s rules. Notwithstanding this, on certain occa-
sions, merely to prevent the Arabic language from becoming
fettered again in chains and bonds, words were revealed that
broke through the rules of the people. A detailed explanation
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To: Karbala’i Muhammad Hadi Dawlatabadi

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! How great is thy blessedness for thou hast
been revived by the fragrant breaths of the All-Merciful, hast
turned to the Kingdom of God and hast sought the true shelter
of the Lote Tree of Eternal Might. How fortunate thou art for
thou hast become inebriated with the cup of the Love of God
and intoxicated with the wine of divine bestowals.

Render thanks to the Ancient Beauty and give praise to the
Greatest Name that thou hast succeeded in this great achieve-
ment and hast partaken such a large portion at the Banquet
table of the All-Glorious. The eyes of the One True God in His
loving kindness are directed to thee. What more couldst thou
wish for and what other hope couldst thou possibly desire?
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AB08592

To: Muhtaram, Jinab et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Truth! Your letter was read. Your excessive
anxiety and distress caused the utmost grief. I beseeched God
that He may bestow upon you tranquility of heart, spiritual
joy and abundant gladness.

In truth, since a promise was previously made, therefore if you
find yourself unable to find rest and peace there and cannot
settle in any way, you have permission to come into Our pres-
ence, but on condition of a swift return. This is based on
wisdom and expediency and goodwill towards your own self.
Otherwise, We would make the pilgrimage by proxy.
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AB08563

To: Nasrullah Sabbagh
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Direct thy effort, night and day, to assist
the Cause of the Lord of Oneness, that thou mayest witness
the power of the Lord of Glory and observe the bounty of the
Kingdom of Unity.

Thou shalt behold the lights of divine confirmation shining
forth and the mysteries of heavenly success gleaming bright.
Then shalt thou cry aloud: “Blessed am I, and excellent is my
destiny!”

The ancient Power shall display such might as to leave thee
wonderstruck, and thou shalt become as light as a spirit and
grow familiar with the fragrances from the gardens of the Con-
course on High.

And upon thee be glory.
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ABO8ST77T

To: Sabbagh, Ustad Hasan et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art enraptured by the divine Beauty! For some
time We have written nothing to thee, yet in the realm of the
heart We have been thy companion at every moment.

When a dewdrop from the ocean of the Kingdom reacheth the
soil of hearts, it bestoweth fresh life and conferreth boundless
freshness and delicacy. Glory be to God! The clouds of mercy,
like the clouds of springtime, have poured down the rain of
bounty, yet from the salt marsh of the hearts of the wavering
ones no plant hath ever sprouted.

Thou art verdant and flourishing, and art companion to the
Covenant and Testament. And upon thee be glory.
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AB08478

Date: 1900 or <

Praise be to God Who has manifested His Cause, shed abroad
His light, made His dawn to break, caused His moon to rise,
and made His star to shine forth, whereupon the horizons
became illumined with that effulgence, and were lit up and
brightened, and were stirred and moved, and were separated
and united, and were scattered and gathered together.

And the great resurrection came to pass, and the mighty catas-
trophe occurred, and all that were in earth and heaven were

brought together—one group in paradise and one group in the
fire.

And verily thou hast turned with thy luminous heart to the di-
vine Kingdom and said: “Praise be to Thee for having enabled
me to arise to serve Thy Cause, and made me to be among
the companions of the right hand, and guided me unto Thy
straight path.”
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AB08600

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the threshold of the Abha Beauty!

> In the paradise of God and the garden of Abha a station hath
been ordained which is the utmost desire of those who are
nigh unto God, and that is nothingness in all conditions and
complete self-surrender in the path of Him Who hath no peer
or likeness.

To attain this station, one must arise with all one’s faculties,
powers, limbs, and members, and with all one’s intellect, heart,
soul, and spirit in the service of the Cause of God.

Implore God, therefore, that thou mayest drink from this cup
of the divine and mystic wine, and become satisfied with this
crystal spring of life.

The glory of God rest upon thee, and upon all who are firm in
the Covenant of God.

LS’C‘ Il bg)’ oy (¢l 1

okt jie 2o Slo) o 5 AT g ys 2
3 L;L" d\) Cons wji" L;)))‘LQ(:""{
O O Jow 5> K sl 5 058
o™

gelaely =l s 6P ol Rt
o s s d\hs By g Jae 5 O
Glosy Sl ple 1S ol 105 o 4
635 Pl Ol Gl Cme ) 5 (5

INBAS&8:161b, BSHN.140.204, BSHN.144.204,
MHT2.115

AB08764

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art named after the Greatest Name! May my spirit
be sacrificed for this Noble Name, the Mighty Tidings, and the
Unique Pearl!

Dear brother, praise be to God that for some time now thou
hast been occupied at the threshold of the Ancient Lord with
the remembrance of that Friend and Companion, engaged and
familiar therewith. They say that thou hast not forgotten for
a moment, and I bear witness that this is true.

O Lord! Aid these brothers to serve the Covenant and to
be illumined by the lights of the emanations of the Kingdom
throughout all regions, to drink from the cup of Thy favors
which overflows with the wine of recognition among the people
of constancy. Assist them through Thy Word, bestow upon
them Thy bounty, shower upon them Thy mercy, and help
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them in all things. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Self-
Subsisting.
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Date: 1900 or <

O physician, O beloved! Why dost thou not cry out with thy
soul and strive with heart and body? When wilt thou find a
time better than this, and when wilt thou seek an opportunity
more pleasant? The jewel-scattering clouds of the Abha King-
dom are pouring down, and the boundless ocean of the Lord’s
bounty is in flood. The life-giving breeze of grace is wafting,
and the heat of the Sun of Truth’s rays is at its zenith of bril-
liance. When wilt thou find a better time than this to scatter
seeds, when the moment they are sown they spring forth, be-
come verdant and flourishing, form ears of grain, yield their
harvest and are gathered into sheaves? Make trial of this, put
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art supplicating unto God! A ) e

2 Thy cry and lamentation before the threshold of the peerless
Lord was heard and reached the ears of the dwellers of the
Supreme Concourse, and all raised their voices in supplication
to the Court of Divine Oneness that the loved ones in that land
might abide beneath the shade of the Tree of Companionship
mentioned in the Hidden Words in Persian, holding fast to
that divine Covenant. And from the Abha Kingdom thou art
beseeched to engage in praise of the Incomparable Lord, for
thou hast found repose in the shade of the Tree of the Covenant
and hast attained the ultimate hope of the people of God, and
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hast been accepted in His most holy court. And upon thee,
and upon all who are firm in God’s Covenant, be the Glory.
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AB08848

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of God!

When a gentle breeze passes over a weak body, it brings vitality
and expansion, life and refreshment. Consider, then, when the
breezes of the Kingdom of Abha pass over the hearts of the
loved ones, what they accomplish! There is no doubt that
they bestow life and grant a goodly existence, bring joy and
ecstasy, and increase yearning and rapture. Thus, whenever
thou seest one who is gladdened, know that the divine breeze
hath caused him to blossom like a flower, and whenever thou
findest one dejected and listless, know that he hath withered
from the poisonous winds of heedlessness.

And upon thee be glory!
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art illumined by the lights of guidance! This world
is the realm of contingent beings, and darkness and imperfec-
tion are among its characteristics. For this pitch darkness a
dispeller is needed, and for these devastating trials a remover
is required. For darkness there can be no dispeller save light,
and for the sorrowful darkness of night there can be no remover
save the luminous lamp.

Thus did the Lord kindle the lamp of guidance, and the heat
of its blazing fire consumed the veil of separation from sincere
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seekers. Praise be to the King of creation that thou wert il-
lumined by those lights and wert delivered from the clutches
of the Evil One, and didst enter the company of the people of
sincerity.
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AB08851

To: Yusuf Khan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art immersed in the ocean of mystic knowledge of
the All-Glorious Beauty! In His most noble Temple He unveiled
His countenance and lifted all veils, and with a face like unto
the sun He became manifest in the gathering of revelation,
illumining all horizons with the lights of His beauty.

Now that this Most Great Luminary hath adorned the hori-
zon of the Kingdom, they that dwell in the realm of limi-
tations have become despondent and dejected, deprived and
non-existent. But they that dwell in the Kingdom receive that
bounty today from the realm of the invisible, and obtain that
bestowal from the Concourse on High.

Though physical sight be lost, praise be to God that spiritual
vision existeth and the Lord of existence’s favors are manifest.
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AB08880

Date: 1900 or <

O ye who have turned towards God! O ye who are accepted at
the Divine Threshold! Enter beneath the shade of the Word
of Unity and drink of the wine of detachment. The lights
of sanctification from the horizon of divine uniqueness have
shed their radiance upon the dawning-places of the hearts of
those friends. The darkness hath vanished, the dwelling-place
of the heart hath been illumined, ears have been opened and
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eyes made seeing. Faces have become radiant and the veil of
imagination hath been burned away. The sign of unity hath
shone forth and the mysteries of divine uniqueness have become
manifest.

Therefore give thanks unto the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting
Lord, that He hath bestowed the sealed wine and revealed the
Most Great Sign to outward and inward eyes. And the Glory
of God rest upon you, O loved ones of God.
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Date: 1900 or <
O thou who gazest upon God! & Q) BL

When the luminous morn dawned from the horizon of the All-
Merciful, those endowed with sight arose to sacrifice their lives,
while the blind, like bats, rose up in opposition. One said,
“This is but a mortal like ourselves,” while another uttered,
“He hath fabricated a lie against God, or is possessed.” One
proclaimed, “Will ye submit to sorcery while ye see it?” and
another threatened, “Truly, we augur ill from you. If ye desist
not, we will surely stone you, and there shall assuredly befall
you a grievous chastisement.”

But divine souls and illumined realities cried out, “Our Lord!
We have heard a Crier calling to faith, saying ‘Believe ye in your
Lord,” and we have believed.” How excellent is the reward of
those who have accepted, and the glory be upon thee!
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AB09045

Date: 1900 or <

The sun hath dawned, and all horizons shine with streaming
light afar;

The night of separation turns to morn, and now is vision’s
hour-star.

From off the tablet of the heart each vain imagined form is
gone;

This moment is the flame of truth, the gleam of mysteries newly
drawn.

The beauteous Beloved hath unveiled His radiant cheek in
splendor bright;

Our hearts awoke from slumber deep, and now stand watchful
in His light.

Though sorrow’s hosts should marshal forth and cast their
ranks at every side,

What harm, when lion-hearted Haydar is the captain and the
guide?

Why nurse the brand of longing’s pain within, and breathe the
sigh of care,

When that heart-winning Friend returns, all tenderness and
pity fair?

Within the feast of unity, like Eden’s garden fresh in bloom,

The rose-faced cupbearer appears, with brimming draughts
that banish gloom.

The fire of Moses hath this night lit every Sinai with its blaze;

The radiant morn hath opened wide upon the Mount of flaming
rays.
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AB09073

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that blazed forth in the
Tree of Sinai!

The morn of guidance hath drawn breath, and the fire of the
Tree of Sinai hath been ignited, and the ocean of grandeur
surgeth, and the Sun of the supreme horizon hath shone forth
with a light that hath illumined both earth and heaven. Yet the
people have remained blind to beholding these lights and per-
ceiving these signs. Hope hath vanished and lives have ended,
and that manifest Light hath set, and that Luminary Which
illumined and enlightened the heavens and earth hath disap-
peared.

And I beseech the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, to prepare
the mighty cause and establish the straight path, and to open
wide before all faces the spacious gate, and to strengthen the
sincere ones with the mighty spirit, and to illumine their inner
vision through the outpourings of that glorious Day.

And glory be upon all who remain firm in the mighty Covenant.
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AB09079

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art detached from all save God!

From the letter you wrote, it becomes clear that you are com-
pelled to remain in Beirut for some days, whereas swift move-
ment toward Azerbaijan is necessary, as the winds of instabil-
ity are stirring. However, the dental work must be completed
so that there will not be need for repair again later. In any
case, strive to complete the work in Beirut. If another skilled
physician can be found, well and good; otherwise be patient.
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The handmaid of God, your mother, and the others are, praise
be to God, healthy and well.
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AB09085

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast clung to the hem of grandeur!

Blessed is the soul that hath inhaled the musk of faithfulness
wafting from the garden of grandeur, that hath become illu-
mined by the light which illumineth earth and heaven, who
hath become the target of arrows, become as dust in the path
of his Lord, the Most High, glorified the all-glorious Beauty,
tasted the sweetness of remembrance of God at every morn
and eventide, occupied himself wholly with God, paid no heed
to the comforts and ease of this world, and chosen the other
world over this first life.

LS oy g e b
Wi e sB) 321, giizel il gk 2
& 320 Gl e el LS
ol s phedl Szl LTl 2
do Tl gy eV 4:)&%&(\5:5‘
oo 3 0 535,00 G135 5oV U
:Kygﬁ\u;,:“\g\cwybj
5kl o 52V )y L 5 al  Rew

&Y

Blessed is he, and again blessed is he! Glory be unto all who 2. o J{ Jo ol 5 gk ;r d sk s
have held fast to the sure Handle. RZiRI

INBA8S:184, BSHN.140.256, BSHN.144.256,

MHT2.164

ABO09277
To: Muhammad Usku’i, in Bukhara
Date: 1900 or <
O thou who art without home or shelter! Sble 5w g !

‘Abdu’l-Baha is lost upon the path of love, and thou art wan-
dering in the world of contingency. We are both homeless
and shelterless in this cycle. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved.
We have accepted every affliction in the path of Baha and
have willingly purchased every tribulation with heart and soul.
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Therefore we must show patience and fortitude. God willing,
through Baha’s bounty, affairs will also be set in order.
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AB09157

To: Sarih wife of Abu-Talib, in Caucasus
Date: 1900 or <

O thou soul-stirring handmaiden of the Greatest Name!

There are many ladies, noble women and matrons in the world
who are in possession of vast wealth and prosperity. Some are
daughters of kings, some are princesses, some are queens, some
are princesses. All these handmaidens are black and reduced
to nothing. Thou, however, hast become a manifestation of
Divine guidance and a recipient of His bountiful favors. Thou
art the lady of the world and a crown upon the children of
Adam.

May thy face be radiant and thine eyes be bright in the Abha
Kingdom, O handmaiden of Baha.
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AB09655

To: George Loeding, in Chicago
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual youth! May God strengthen and support thee in
the tenderness of thy youth and the springtime of thy life, and
illumine thy face with the light of advancement toward God
and orientation to the Kingdom of God.

If thou remainest firm in the love of God, thou shalt soon be
confirmed with a confirmation that will cause thy face to beam
with joy, thy heart to be gladdened, and all thy family to be
happy and pleased.
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Therefore, confine thy thoughts to turning toward God and 5 &Jl LGYI 4 & LI 4;);5\ GBS b

submission unto Him, and chant the verses of gratitude and

Gl ods Je STuI L A1l A1 SCEN T

praise for that by which He hath strengthened thee to attain s
this great gift.

DRM.022a
TAB.059-060
AB09615

To: Yaqub Pilitga, in Mandalay
Date: 1900 or <

O Jacob, though to outward seeming Joseph of Canaan was
cast into a pit, yet he ascended and soared to the eternal King-
dom, and established himself at the zenith of the moon. He
caused His friends to shine bright as the celestial sun and the
morning star in the horizon of the All-Merciful, while consign-
ing His enemies, like earthly insects, to the depths of darkness.

Since thou art His friend, fix thy gaze upon the heights, turn
to the Supreme Concourse, and supplicate the Abha Kingdom.
And the glory be upon thee.
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AB09253

To: Muhammad Rida Ansari, in Maraghih
Date: 1900 or <

O thou servant of God! Though thy letter was brief, it con-
tained detailed meanings.

Say to the divine friends who reside in that region: You must
strive day and night to promote the Covenant and remain firm
in the Testament of the All-Merciful Lord, for the foundation
is the Covenant, while the pickaxes and axes of the children
of the cradle are busy destroying it. The divine heroes must,
through the power of the All-Merciful, remove the doubts of
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the unfaithful ones and dispel their intrigues and whisperings,
so that the horizons may be illumined with the light of unity.

Permission to attain the presence is granted.
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To: Aqa Ahmad, in Rafsanjan
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast turned unto the Lord, the Loving! Raise thy
suppliant hands to the threshold of the compassionate Lord
and say: O Lord, Sustainer of the poor! O Thou Who art self-
sufficient! I was the essence of poverty, and Thou didst guide
me to inexhaustible treasure. I was in want, and Thou didst
lead me to absolute wealth. I was abased, and Thou didst make
me honored in Thy Kingdom. I was lost, and Thou didst bring
me to Thy path. I was in darkness, and Thou didst illumine
my sight with the light of Thy countenance. And upon thee
be glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the
handmaiden of God, his mother. And upon thee be glory.

ook g C 5 s 3530 O Ul e oo
Hgdiatae Kslds ol K LK o, Ny
s Ol =K pas ot B 5l
@35 s Glas ol £ G\I‘ S50
2288 @ost e Cifle 53 pay JI3
Cessospan b o gl & Kpsy

S S5 g A ploks

e’

54U PN gl gl xS Ly adly Allel
Se s LI

MMEK5#304 p.223

AB09135

To: Hasan Hammami, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my God! Thou seest me clinging to the hem of
the garment of Thy mercy, and holding fast to the cord of Thy
compassion and oneness.

O Lord! Pour out upon me patience in this tribulation, make
firm my footsteps upon Thy path, illumine my countenance
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with the light that hath shone forth from the Dayspring of
Thy mercy, give me to drink from the cup that overfloweth
with the water of Thy grace, kindle within my heart the fire
of Thy love, and occupy me with Thy remembrance until I
forget all else but Thee and turn my face toward Thy gracious
countenance.

Verily, Thou art the Gracious, the Merciful, the Compassion-
ate, the All-Forgiving.
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AB09197

To: Mihraban Khudadad, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! The cloud of divine mercy cast its shadow
upon thee and scattered pearls and jewels over thee and show-
ered thee with the rain of bounty.

The familiar ones became strangers, while thou didst become
a bird of this nest and a flower of this rose-garden.

Therefore, diffuse sweet fragrances, show forth a goodly char-
acter, and let thy radiant face shine forth, that thou mayest
adorn the world and be as a soul to the universe.

The Lord God’s gifts and bestowals are endless. And upon
thee be the glory.
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AB09338

To: Rashid Jamshid Hazari Parsi, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

He is radiant and effulgent!

O land of Yazd! May the soul of the noble Jamshid be illu-
mined! He is resplendent and radiant! O Lord! Make this
needy servant honored at Thy divine threshold, and make this
helpless and lowly one exalted and wise. Make his heart an
ocean and his soul the companion of the realm above, the con-
fidant of the angel and in harmony with the tumultuous bird, so
that like the birds of the heavenly rose-garden he may warble,
and like the free cypress by the divine stream he may flourish
and find repose. May thy soul be gladdened!
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AB09434

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan
Date: 1900 or <

O ‘Ali of light! Seek thou firm establishment upon this Merciful
carpet, and stroll in this Abha Paradise, and dive deep in this
ocean of the Lord of Oneness, and cling to these musk-scented
tresses of the Peerless Beloved, and pray in this Most Great
Mosque, and cast off all restraint in this love and passion and
ecstasy.

From henceforth, in the scroll of those mad with love, let them
begin with my name, though once I was foremost among the
wise.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon the loved ones of God
in thy homeland.
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To: Dr Augusta Linderborg
Date: 1900 or <

O you who speak in praise of your Creator! Holding fast to
the hem of the spiritual Lord of Hosts and heavenly power
delivers man from the abyss of ignorance and raises him to the
zenith of perfection, calls him to virtuous qualities and saves
him from base characteristics, educates him in divine manners
and makes him a light among the lights of God and a brilliant
star in the horizon of existence and a radiant lamp in the glass
of the visible world.

2 Praise God and thank Him for having confirmed you and en-
abled you to attain these stations.
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AB09621

To: Ellen Moore
Date: 1900 or <

O respected lady! Your beloved daughter and the apple of your
eye has been honored to visit the Holy Land and has made the
pilgrimage on your behalf. Therefore give thanks to God for
having bestowed upon you such a perfect and noble daughter
who prays for you in the Holy Land and seeks heavenly bless-
ings and divine confirmations for you.

I beseech God to shower every good upon you and your family
and children, and that God’s protecting gaze may surround
them from all directions.
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AB09427

To: Mirza Aqa son of Khadijih Sabbagh (Tihran)
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Threshold of Truth! Servitude at the court of
the Abha Beauty is sovereignty in the realm above and glory
in the Concourse on High. Think not that there exists in the
contingent world any station more exalted than this supreme
gift.

Therefore, strive with all thy power in this most great station,
that this drop may expand day by day until at last it becomes
a boundless ocean whose waves reach unto the heights of the
Supreme Concourse.
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3 And the Glory be upon thee. She Wl
INBA13:202a
ABO09619
To: Mrs Herron
Date: 1900 or <
He is the Desired One 3 gadll g

> O spiritual jewel! T have read the verses of your thanksgiving
to God for having guided you to His ancient Kingdom, for
causing the lights of knowledge to shine upon your heart from
His manifest horizon, and for expanding your breast through
the radiant light of divine manifestation from His mighty Sinai.

Glad tidings be unto you for this glorious outpouring, and joy
be unto you for this wondrous triumph! By God the True One,
verily the holy angels give you glad tidings from the Supreme
Concourse, saying: “Well done, well done, O handmaiden of
God, in that you have been faithful to the Covenant, believed
in God, and been attracted by the fragrances of God!”
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AB09623

To: Mrs Walcott
Date: 1900 or <

O thou shining and radiant maiden! May God increase thy
brilliance and effulgence! The Kingdom hath advanced with
its hosts, retinue, armies and banners, and cast its waves upon
the desert of the contingent world. It hath pitched its tents
in the valley of existence with its forces and legions, and soon
shall its spiritual armies seize the pillars of the world. Be
thou numbered among this mighty host and charge forth with
the power of meanings and wisdom upon the horizons of the
nations.

2 Convey my greetings and praise to thy honored fiancé Mr.

Khwajah Kurf.
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AB09381

To: Muhammad Kazim Naraqi
Date: 1900 or <

O true friend! Rejoice, rejoice, for thou hast found shelter
beneath the pavilions of ancient glory and sought refuge in the

Cave of guidance and the sanctuary of the Concourse on high.

Thou hast entered the Abha Paradise and quaffed from the
cup of bounty of the King of Names and Attributes, and thou
hast discovered the path to the threshold of servitude at the
Sacred Court.

Therefore art thou the joy of the free and the sovereign of the
eternal realm. And glory be upon the people of glory.
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AB09544

To: Nasrul-Atibba
Date: 1900 or <

O Nasru’l-Atibba! The true healing is the healing of hearts
and the treatment of souls, for through it everlasting health is
attained and the face becomes flushed with the heat of love
for the Most Glorious Beauty. Through it heavenly life is
made possible and immortality in the Most Glorious Kingdom
is achieved.

Therefore, O physician, open wide the court of divine healing
and establish a dispensary with the theriac of guidance. Take
the pulse of creation and heal the ailing form of the world. Ev-
ery ailment has its remedy save the deadly disease of violation
of the Covenant.
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AB09635

To: Sarah Gertrude Harris
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art assured of the Kingdom and sign of the All-
Merciful!

May God increase thy attraction to the Supreme Concourse.
Indeed, Mrs. Helen came attracted to God, attained His pres-
ence, and was set ablaze with the fire kindled in the Tree of
Sinai. Her soul found tranquility through the gift of God, and
her words will soon influence the hearts of the loved ones of
God. Verily, thou hast a great reward with God for having
raised honored daughters who are for thee a spiritual progeny
that will continue through ages and centuries.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB09192

Date: 1900 or <

O thou of high resolve! Thou knowest the measure of lofty
resolve and hast proof of the sublimity of purpose. The eagle
soaring to the heights of glory will not make its nest and abode
in the branches of this transient and base world of abasement.
The whale of the divine sea will not take up residence in a
worldly stream, and the lion of the Lord’s springtime will not
make its dwelling in the jungle of vain imaginings and desires.

In any case, if thou art a high-soaring falcon of these heights,
hunt the birds of the meadow, and if thou art a valiant knight
of this field, show thy prowess. Otherwise, as Sa’di says: “Sit
thou down and be patient, tend to thine own affairs.” And the
glory be upon thee.
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AB09326

Date: 1900 or <

O friend of old and long-standing companion! That which thou
hadst written was read with the utmost joy and gladness. The
ancient covenant was brought to mind, and remembrance of
friend and companion brought delight and happiness.

At every moment thou art the companion of my heart, and
at every hour present in my thoughts, for thou art a longtime
friend and a companion of old.

Through God’s grace, it is my hope that we may be companions
in all worlds and intimate associates in the Kingdom, ever con-
fident and joyous through the abundant grace of the Sovereign
of Revelation.

And the glory be upon thee.
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AB09372

AB09331

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Most Glorious! Today, whosoever serves the
loved ones of God is a servant of the Most Glorious Beauty and
a prince in the realm of the Supreme Concourse. He is the dust
at the threshold of the friends and a slave with ear-ring of the
truthful ones. He is not a servant but a lord, not a subject but
a sovereign upon the throne of dominion. He is not lowly but
exalted, not without standing but a leader. This sovereignty
he would not exchange for the crown of East and West, nor
would he trade this nobility for rulership over the whole earth.

“The servants are masters, while kings are their servants, and
their servants have the universe as their servant.”
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AB09372

Date: 1900 or <

O divine sacrifice! In the altar of love, at the place of martyr-
dom in the path of the Most Glorious Beauty, one must strive
with soul and race forward with heart, that the bounty of “We
ransomed him with a mighty sacrifice” may be unveiled and
the favor of the Glorious Lord toward Ishmael may become
manifest in the gathering of the world.

Therefore, O thou who seekest to behold the countenance of
the Chosen Beauty, become as Abraham, the Friend of God
in his sacrifice, and freely give thy life like Ishmael, that thou
mayest find the gates of bounty opened from every direction
and behold the favors of the King of Oneness like a brilliant
light.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB09395

AB09382

Date: 1900 or <

O longtime friend! For some time now you have forgotten your
friend and remained silent in remembering him - no greetings,
no message, no messenger, and no word - even though you know
that you are always in my thoughts and are the companion in
the gathering of my heart.

Through the grace of the existence of the Sovereign of existence,
it is hoped that night and day you will be engaged in the
remembrance and thought of that Life of the world, so that
the sweet fragrance of that station may perfume the nostrils.
And the Glory be upon you.
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AB09395

Date: 1900 or <

O Commander of the hosts of faith! Although the armies of
physical bodies may be like fierce lions, their purpose is to
destroy foundations and bring death to humanity. But the
armies of faith and mystical knowledge bestow life upon souls
and consciousness, becoming the cup of life and tasting the
honey of salvation. They grant eternal life to the dead and
make the deprived ones intimate companions in the placeless
realm. They freely offer the water of life to the thirsty and
freely give them to drink from the flowing springs of divine
knowledge. Therefore, the valiant soldiers of this life-giving
host and the lions of the divine forest are this steel-clad army.
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AB09475

Date: 1900 or <

1 O thou who hast turned unto the world of the Kingdom! At 4l ,s )& ,» OV o e Oles bfn &/
this moment, as I sit by the Sea of Galilee, detached from all =, 4.8 cvys & 3l Jlo 5 adi LWJ\L»
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this brief letter. If you but knew the state in which I write,
you would surely be moved to ecstasy and rapture, and in the ]
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AB09502

Date: 1900 or <

I O Manifestation of Grace! Jab s

2 Justice is to give to each one his due, while grace is bestowal by G ;,_ &3 :F el Jue
without regard to capacity or worthiness. Faith, certitude, , glel slanzal 5 Glamaal O3 oo e
knowledge and assurance are among the attributes of grace, e Sl 31 ol 4 0 PR
and the mysteries of “This is the grace of God; He bestoweth Y oy Al g K3 )l el
it upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Lord of great f‘b J 5
bounty.” y

3 What capacity or worthiness did these servants possess that the ¢ Al Blaseal 5 slaszal 4 |y sle o)
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purely through His grace accepted us at His divine threshold '
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i And the glory be upon thee. Se s U1
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ABO09575

AB09539

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom! In these days
when the Lamp of the Covenant is burning brightly in all re-
gions and the lights of the bounties of the Most Great Lumi-
nary are illumining FEast and West from the Kingdom of the
Unseen, making them the envy of the world, the divine foun-
dation must be laid upon humility and lowliness.

O spiritual friend! Day and night, occupy thyself with enkin-
dling and igniting hearts. Praise be to God, thou art the man-
ifestation of the tender mercies of the Ancient Beauty and the
dawning-place of the favors of the Most Great Name. Be thou
joyous and glad, be thou happy and content. Ere long thou
shalt find the results of thy service. And the Glory be upon
thee.
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ABO09575

Date: 1900 or <

O blessed leaf! Thanks be to the Most Holy One that after the
Ascension He raised high the Banner of the Covenant beneath
the shade of the Tree of Life and appointed the Center of the
Covenant.

Now certain neophytes have conceived the notion of displacing
this divine Star of the Covenant from the pole of the Center
of the Covenant, and on the pretext of the term “Most Great
Infallibility” would attribute the possibility of error to the ap-
pointed Interpreter, thereby insulting the Blessed Beauty by
suggesting that He established as the Center of His Covenant
one capable of error and made him the interpreter of all His
Tablets and Scriptures.
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AB09884

AB09702

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art steadfast in the Cause of God! Happy art thou
that thou hast shown forth firmness in the Cause of God and
demonstrated constancy and steadfastness in His Faith.

I swear by the Object of the circling of the Concourse on High
that all the atoms of created things, with the tongue of the
Kingdom, offer praise and glorification unto thee, and from
the Abha Kingdom they seek confirmation on thy behalf.

Ere long thou shalt gather the fruits of steadfastness, and thy
countenance, like unto the resplendent moon, shall shine bright
and luminous among the friends. Beneath the shade of the
Tree of the Covenant and Testament thou shalt attain unto
the supreme bounty.

And upon all who are steadfast be the glory!
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To: Mirza Ibrahim, in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <
O thou servant of the Sun of Baha! o o ok (o

Ibrahim, peace be upon him, in response to “Have you a re-
quest? If so, not of me,” he submitted, and drank the cup of
resignation from the hand of the Cup-Bearer of Baha. You
too must place your trust in the Ancient Beauty and the Most
Great Name, and with the utmost supplication and devotion
take your stand in the station of resignation, that you may
become the dawning-place of the light of faithfulness and the
source of the pure waters of sincerity.
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AB10027

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ali Tabrizi (Eqypt), in Alexandria

Date: 1900 or <

O thou grief-stricken exile! Grieve not, for thou hast a kind (g s Ob 4 JI5é 452 o O )

Comforter. Be not sorrowful, for thou hast a gracious Lord.

Though we are submerged in an ocean of trials and tribulations,
yet we have an Ark of Salvation. Though we are caught in the
darkness of calamities and afflictions, yet we have a radiant
Moon. We have a refuge like unto the Abha Kingdom, and

a shelter like unto the strongholds of the Supreme Concourse.

What anxiety remaineth then, what anguish, when thou art
beneath the shelter of the Covenant?
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AB10003

To: Shaykh Ali, in Alerandria
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast been nursed from the breast of the love of
God! How fortunate thou art that thou didst come into the
world from the loins of the people of certitude and the wombs
of the people of faith, beneath the canopy of His favors.

Thou hast been nurtured from the breast of His grace, art
being reared in the bosom of the love of God, and art growing
and developing through the bounty of the cloud of the mercy
of God.

This is of the grace of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful. And upon
thee be glory.
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AB09809

AB09930

To: Sulayman Bayk Mamagani
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Solomon, son of David - peace
be upon him - hath said: “O my Lord! Grant me a sovereignty
which suits not another after me.”

That sovereignty is earthly and not the intended meaning, for
earthly sovereignty ultimately leads to “the loss of both this
world and the Hereafter.” This sovereignty is the sovereignty of
the world of inner meanings and the dominion of the highest
Paradise. This realm is the arena of the Kingdom, and this
lordship is the dominion of the Realm of Might.
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AB09809

To: Amatullah Humayun, in Nayriz
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of God! A hundred thousand devoted women
yearned to attain even a moment of the Day of Manifestation
but did not achieve it, while you, through the mere bounties of
the Incomparable Lord, have attained it. And through divine
power you have become a throbbing artery of the Cause of God.
This is pure grace and generosity, not the fruits of bowing and
prostration. “Such is the bounty of God; He bestoweth it upon
whomsoever He willeth.”
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AB10105

AB10270

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Rasht
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast inhaled the fragrance of faithfulness! Every
divine reality and every reality in creation, whether outward
forms or inner meanings, possesses a fragrance and bestows
a breath of spirit. The reality of faithfulness, like a hundred-
petaled crimson rose, bestows the life-giving fragrance of musk
and grants souls both spirit and sweet perfume. Thus there
exists a sweet fragrance in steadfastness and firmness in the
Covenant and Testament.
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AB10105

To: Rajab Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art assured of the Day of Resurrection!

On the Day of Manifestation, the trumpet was sounded and
the bugle was blown. Both the assured and the doubtful were
gathered together, but the assured one awakened and became
conscious, became aware of death and life, crossed over the
bridge, and entered the paradise of sanctification. But the
heedless remained unaware of both death and life, and “they
perceive not when they shall be raised.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

XTI LN

AT L R TN By ol T B
B by NS jpa2 g5 p Ol he
Ol g pe 31y 28 JLi s 5 A2l
%)J}Jﬂ)}f&‘jﬁj\jwﬂ)ﬁ
Sl 5 g )l Pl dy A2 oo s
Omy OL) Oy nitle 5 sy 95 2
INBA13:163a, INBA59:165, MMKG#465,
AKHA_119BE #05-06 p.d

337


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=268
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-449.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=82
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=167
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=340
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT
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AB09771

To: Ahmad son of Abu’l-Qasim (Nayriz) et al.
Date: 1900 or <

O my God! O my God! I beseech Thee by the beauty of the
might of Thy oneness to assist me in servitude at Thy holy
Threshold, to aid me in serving Thy loved ones, and to ordain
for me that which will draw me nigh unto Thy most glorious
Kingdom and will remove me far from the promptings of self
and desire, and will render me pure and sincere in all conditions
and times.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent,
the Bestower!
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AB10121

To: Aga Husayn
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom!

In these days when the lights of divine confirmation are dawn-
ing and shining forth from the Dayspring of the All-Merciful
upon the kingdom of possibility, and when the Most Great
Ocean of Glory is surging and overflowing from the realm of
the unseen, an effort is needed to gain a portion of this divine
bestowal and to receive a share of this great bounty. In this
Day, to be deprived is eternal despair, and in this hour, to be
excluded is everlasting hopelessness.
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AB10057

AB10114

To: Aqa Mir Ahmad
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who dost voice the praise and glorification of the Lord!
In this presence be thou truly praising - that is, occupy thyself
with the glorification of the Most Great, and open thy tongue in
praise of thy Lord, that the promise “If ye show forth gratitude,
I will surely increase you” may be fulfilled, and that “Whoso
performeth a good deed shall receive a tenfold reward” may
become manifest.

O Ahmad! If thou dost arise today as thou shouldst and must,
I swear by the Educator of existence that thou shalt become
praised and glorified in the divine Kingdom. And upon thee
be glory!
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To: Aga Muhammad Taqi Milani

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art holding fast to the sure handle of God! Hlase J=2 Sonnze &

The essence of guidance is the fear of God and divine awe, and
this is only truly realized in human reality when the temple
of being becomes adorned in all things with the ornament of
sanctification and detachment, such that the heart becomes
the dawning-place of the signs of divine unity, the spirit be-
comes the dayspring of the lights of detachment, the face be-
comes the mirror reflecting the beauty of the All-Merciful, and
all the members become the source of the manifestation and
emergence of the attributes of the Lord.

3 And the glory be upon thee.
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AB10193

AB09894

To: Bahram Mihraban
Date: 1900 or <

O luminous Bahram! O kind Bahram! Like a loving father,
God, as Bahram, has drawn aside the veil. He taught loving-
kindness to companions and taught good nature and cheerful-
ness to friends. He adorned the new universe with boundless
radiance and shone forth like the brilliant sun.

He became like the cloud of January and rained down, and in
garden and meadow grew tall like the free cypress and sang
like the morning bird. Open thine ear and become a confidant
of the mystery.
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AB10193

To: Dr Sawyer
Date: 1900 or <

O honored professor who stands in servitude to the Merciful
Lord! May God increase your knowledge and certitude. You
well know that the realm of earthly existence is confined and
restricted, and that the birds of the Kingdom have clipped
wings therein. Therefore, grieve not when that divine bird
soars to the vast expanse of the All-Merciful. You shall see
that bird making its nest upon the highest branch of the Tree
of Life, singing songs of praise and glorification in the gardens
of the Lord of Signs.
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AB10191

AB10205

To: Dr Woodward
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art called the chosen one and who gazest upon the
traces from the Kingdom of Mysteries! Be of good cheer and
rejoice in spirit, for thou hast attained to an age which taketh
pride over all ages through the appearance therein of the Light
of Truth in the niche of lights.

Ye shall behold brilliant traces and perfect radiance from the
Sun of Truth throughout the passage of ages. Verily, thou
art exposed to the breathings of God at every eventide and
dawn. Thou shalt see the celestial power confirming thee in all
conditions.
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AB10191

To: Ella G Cooper
Date: 1900 or <

O thou verdant leaf of the Tree of Life! Rejoice at the glad-
tidings of the Holy Spirit, and be stirred by the breeze of fel-
lowship wafting from the Most Glorious Kingdom, and take
comfort in the perpetual and continuous outpouring, and be
at peace through the grace of thy Lord Who hath confirmed
thee in guidance, and admitted thee into the realm of light,
and delivered thee from pitch-dark gloom.

I have read thy letter and was delighted by its contents. And
the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10102

AB09909

To: Jabrail Bayk
Date: 1900 or <

O messenger of the love of God! Gabriel in the court of the
Glorious Lord is a favored angel and an honored servant, for he
is the supreme intermediary for the descent of the revelation of
the Glorious Lord, and he illumines the hearts of the righteous
with the lights of divine bounty.

Therefore, follow in the path of your namesake and learn from
his conduct. As he conveys divine revelation, so must you
convey the sweet fragrances of revelation to the nostrils of the
righteous and perfume the minds of the spiritually-minded.
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To: Mihraban Bihjat
Date: 1900 or <
O Kind Bestower! Behold in the highest heaven the kindness 1, o 3l0lgr 222 5 o 22lds 0L

and bestowal of the World-Creator. See how this sign of His
mercy is manifest and evident in the world. Consider what is
hidden in the unseen realm. This is but a moisture and dew-
drop, while that is a deep and wondrous ocean. The adornment
and light here is but a ray from the effulgence there. Therefore,
praise be to the pure God who gave that luminous realm to
the friends.
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AB10209

AB10075

To: Mirza Ali
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art exalted above the conditions of the lowest con-
course! The exaltation of this physical world is an imaginary
conception and mere appearance, a matter of convention. In
reality there exists no high or low, no descent or ascent. As
careful investigators have discovered, the earth in relation to
the planets is a heaven, and the other planets too from one
perspective are heavens and from another perspective are mere
heaps of dust. Therefore seek true exaltation and aspire to real
elevation and detachment. And upon thee be glory.
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AB10209

To: Mr Corfe
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! May the
Lord of Hosts increase thy confirmation! Turn thy face to-
ward the Most Glorious Horizon, supplicate to the Supreme
Concourse, and ask whatsoever thou wishest and desire what-
soever thou willest. Thou shalt see the crown of eternal glory,
its jewels gleaming upon thy exalted brow to the highest degree
of sublimity.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey greatest greetings and praise to thy fiancée who hath
been set ablaze by the luminous flame and the merciful radi-
ance.
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AB10120

AB10175

To: Mrs Bottiman
Date: 1900 or <

O thou spiritual, gleaming jewel! May God increase thy suppli-
cation and entreaty. Verily the signs of the Kingdom have filled
the East and the West of the earth, its remotest and its nearest
parts, yet the blind are deprived. And verily the fragrances of
the flowers and the morning breezes from the gardens of the
Kingdom are life-giving to souls, yet those with discord-filled
minds suffer from head colds. As to thee, O handmaiden of
God, be of good cheer through this glorious bounty and great
success.
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AB10120

To: Muhammad Rahim
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who gazest upon the Truth! The ocean of grandeur
hath surged, and the dawn of guidance hath broken, and the
fire kindled in the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing
hath blazed forth.

Yet thou seest mankind intoxicated, plunging in the depths of
passion, drinking water in the lowest depths of hell, turning
back on their heels. What sorrow for those who are deluded!
What torment for those who are deprived! What retribution
for those who believed not in that Beauty Who shone forth
and was concealed behind the veil!
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AB09874

AB09824

Date: 1900 or <

O thou peerless plant in the garden of divine knowledge!

2 Resurrection is soul-exciting and the Day of Judgment full
of blessings. The Turk turneth into a kinsman, the Arab
into a foreigner and the Persian into a stranger. Distant be-
cometh near, the deficient perfect, the learned ignorant, the
poor wealthy, the rich impoverished, the mighty abased, and
the abased mighty. God, the all-glorious Lord, saith in the
wondrous Qur’an: “And We wished to be Gracious to those
who were being depressed in the land, to make them leaders
and make them heirs.” Thou art of the heirs.
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AB09874

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! The power of culture can traverse a hundred
thousand leagues in but a moment and discover the sovereignty
of God’s dominion. A hundred thousand gleaming pearls can
emerge in an instant from the shell of reason and wisdom, dis-
playing their radiance in the market of the jewelers of the Abha
Kingdom.

Yet those who are content with pottery shards will not pur-
chase them even for a pittance, for they cannot distinguish
between pottery and pearl-shell, nor know the difference be-
tween a gem and a stone or clod of earth.

How excellent is the reward of those endowed with true knowl-
edge!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Knp 031y Ko slaces G 5 6]
srg bl il (Kppl g ale b g3 o
2> 3 i s 31V 39 e
R S ST o o e

a\)LC cj\o. LS‘C‘

S OE S ar N et O Uy

g s F o AS Gy Ol Al Cup
N3y

INBAS&8:079

345


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=388
https://bahai-library.com/abdul-baha_alvah_munajat-hayeh_turki
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=113

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

AB09898

AB09890

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Abha Kingdom! Although for some time
We have not had the opportunity to correspond, you have not
been forgotten for a moment, nor will you ever be. Through
the grace of the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, it is hoped that
you will always be victorious and regarded with favor, praised
and appreciated.

This station is attained through the fragrances of the Abha
Kingdom. God willing, this life-giving breeze is continuous
and hearts are at rest.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm and
steadfast in God’s Covenant and His ancient Testament.
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AB09898

Date: 1900 or <

O homeless and unsettled friend! You have traversed a hun-
dred deserts until you drank from the cup of reunion, and you
rubbed your head, face and hair at the threshold of the Beloved
Heart’s Desire, and you carried away the ball of precedence,
and showed the strength of your arm, and became a water-
carrier, and in the gathering of friends became a wine-server,
and made the Holy Shrine a place of providing water, and cir-
cumambulated around the sanctuary and the sacred precincts
and the place of consciousness and the Most Great Station.
Blessed art thou! Blessed art thou!
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AB10073

AB09983

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the spiritual wine!

> The Fair-cheeked Cupbearer of the Covenant hath adorned a
blessed feast and is offering the wine of firmness and steadfast-
ness in servitude at His Most Holy Threshold. With utmost
joy and gladness, take and drink this brimming cup and give
others to drink, for the surge and tumult of this wine is ev-
erlasting, its exhilaration eternal, its sweetness heavenly, its
purity from the All-Merciful, its fragrance spiritual, and its
taste divine.

And upon thee be glory, and upon every servant firm in the
Covenant.
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AB10073

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of certitude! Though
thou art physically distant and secluded, yet in spirit thou art
present in the gathering of the lovers of the Beauty of the
Beloved. I beseech and implore God that the loved ones in
that land may kindle a flame from the fire of love for His coun-
tenance, burn away the veils of idle fancies, learn lessons from
the Teacher of divine unity in the school of oneness, melt the
world with the heat of the love of God, raise high the standard
of sanctification in all things among the people, and become
reconciled to the trials in the path of the Lord of Grace.
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AB10266

AB10085

Date: 1900 or <

O Dawning-Place of pure servitude! If you desire the
sovereignty of both worlds, place the ring of servitude in your
ear, and if you seek heavenly glory, place the mantle of slavery
upon your shoulders, and if you wish for the effulgence of the
lights of oneness, remain firm and steadfast in the station of
servitude, and if you desire the all-encompassing grace of His
Lordship, establish yourself in the station of utter nothingness.

2 The remedy is for the one who is sick, and union with the
Beloved is for the one who is poor.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB10266

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast laid hold on the Most Great Handle! Give
thanks unto the Ancient Being that thou hast drunk from the
cup of Tasnim, been guided to the straight path, had thy nos-
trils perfumed by the fragrances of the Kingdom, and obtained
the pearls of the ocean of divine knowledge.

Thou hast always been and art still in my thoughts. I beseech
God for thy confirmation. For some time no news hath been
received from thee. Do thou certainly send news of thyself.

Convey the most glorious, most wondrous greetings to the fam-
ily members and the young daughter.
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AB10387

AB10606

To: Mirza Hadi, in Abadih
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! The fire
of guidance hath been kindled upon the summit of Mount
Sinai, and the Speaker with God hath hearkened unto the soul-
stirring call of the Most Exalted Lord and the Most Glorious
Beauty, and hath been honored to hear it, and hath been set
ablaze by the enkindled fire. But the blind saw not, and the
deaf heard not. Alas for them because of this supreme depri-
vation!
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AB10387

To: Rida Quli, in Abadih
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! How long shall we remain bound to this
world? Come, let us rend our garments and, like those mad
with love, become notorious throughout the world for our love
of the Most Glorious Beauty. Let us become wandering and
possessed, free and infamous, that we may kindle a fire of love
for the Most Glorious Beauty in the pole of the horizons.
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AB10436

AB10527

To: Shah Vali, in Abadih
Date: 1900 or <

O Shah-Vali! The sovereignty of both worlds lies in servitude to
the Ancient Beauty, and kingship over both realms consists in
thralldom to the Most Great Name. If thou seekest lordship, be
a servant, and if thou desirest greatness, show forth submission.
Such is the way and path of the people of Baha, and such is
the character and conduct of the denizens of the most glorious
Kingdom.

And glory be upon thee, O servant of Baha, from ‘Abdu’l-Baha
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To: Muhammad Taqi Milani, in Caucasus
Date: 1900 or <

O faithful servant of God! The Morn of Truth hath dawned
and the Light of Divine Knowledge shineth forth brightly. The
signs of God, like the light of dawn, have been diffused through-
out the horizons, and the Divine Call hath been raised. The
fame of the Perfect Manifestation and His all-encompassing
grace hath encompassed the world.

The pillars of the earth are quaking and the foundations of
humanity are trembling. The heedless ones are still drunk and
unconscious on the bed of ignorance.
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AB10723

AB10566

To: Mirza Baba Nayrizi
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art supplicating unto God! Though thou art a
lowly servant at the Threshold of the Lord, yet thou art the
chief of the assembly of the learned ones and the leader of the
mystics. Therefore, thy station is exalted and thy rank is noble,
for thou hast become intoxicated from the overflowing cup of
the love of God and hast joined the company of them that are
possessed of true knowledge.

And upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.
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AB10723

To: Khusraw Biman et al., in Poona
Date: 1900 or <

Praise be to the holy God who, through heavenly grace, has
illumined the world of heart and soul of humanity and made
the eternal universe a rose-garden.

How excellent and blessed, then, is the one who, having gained
insight and wisdom in creation, attains to a noble portion and
reaches a lofty station, and who, like the loving sun of the
supreme heaven, shines forth from the dawning-place of glory.
A hundred times praise be upon thy soul!
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AB10390

AB10431

To: Aga Abdur-Rahim, in Rafsanjan
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful! Mercy is of
two kinds: special and general - the Most Holy Outpouring
and the Holy Outpouring. Through God’s grace, I hope that
thou mayest become the manifestation of both kinds of mercy,
the dawning-place of the lights of bounty, that thou mayest
bring the friends to a state of enthusiasm and become a herald
of the Day of Resurrection to the heedless ones.

And glory be upon the people of joy!
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AB10390

To: Mirza Ali servant of Khadijih Bagum, in Shiraz
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Physical height and loftiness is an imaginary
and relative matter - indeed it is comparative and contingent.
True elevation is in the realm of the spirit, and real loftiness is
in the world of consciousness.

Therefore turn thy face toward the Kingdom of Glory, that
thou mayest witness true exaltation and behold the sublimity
of the most high horizon. Verily thy Lord is in the supreme
horizon.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10624

AB10419

To: Mashhadi Murtida, in Tabriz
Date: 1900 or <

O true servant of God! The glance of favor encompasses you
and the grace and gift is perfect. Observe the divine bounty,
that He guided you to the eternal abode and made you intoxi-
cated and drunk from the cup of guidance. This is naught but
from ancient grace and mighty generosity. And the glory be
upon you.
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To: Aga Muhammad
Date: 1900 or <
O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom! el oSk L

In this dark world, the luminous meteor is the mention of
God, and in this earthly confinement, spiritual amplitude and
conscious expansion come through recognition of the Peerless
Beloved. If thou seekest an intimate companion for thy soul,
become the companion of His remembrance, and if thou de-
sirest the expanses of Paradise and consciousness, make the
heart a wellspring of recognition and dawning-place of the star
of certitude.

3 And upon thee be glory.
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AB10690

AB10557

To: Bahiyyih Hakim
Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of the merciful Lord! God has placed the crown
of divine knowledge upon your head and granted you superior-
ity over all the women of the world.

A hundred thousand ladies throughout all regions should be-
come your handmaidens, for you wear upon your head the
crown of servitude to the Most Glorious Beauty (may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones), and you are clothed in the robe
of His love and knowledge.

And upon you be glory.
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AB10690

To: Dr Thatcher
Date: 1900 or <

O heavenly bird and divine person and godly man! May God
assist you. Rely upon the heavenly confirmations, await the
strengthening of divine outpourings, watch for the merciful
bestowals, loosen your tongue in utterance, give free rein in
this field, seek assistance from your Lord, the All-Merciful, and
be a herald of God in those regions. Call the people to the
Kingdom of God, whose gates are opened wide.
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AB10635

AB10620

To: Habibullah Ibn Sabbagh
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who speakest in remembrance of God! Open thine eye
in such wise that it may pierce through the veils of light and
rend asunder the covering of the world of existence. Let it tear
away the veils in such manner that the lights of the Beauty of
the horizons of Glory may illumine.

Through the grace of the Most Glorious Beauty, be thou hope-
ful of every hope, for nothing is difficult for His grace.

55 ole § L& ae - 5 gbb )
&S S |y ay e S 5 e CasST
M G6T s 151 & e (gm0, Ol

Alep oy |

o PLolsdal sl o gl Il Jid )
S s A e

INBA13:201b

AB10635

To: Haji Muhammad Najjar
Date: 1900 or <

O you who share the profession of Noah, the Intimate of God,
upon him be peace! When he beheld the Most Great Flood,
he prepared an ark of salvation and took refuge in the shelter
of the King of Names and Attributes.

Therefore, if you are able, find shelter and refuge in the celestial
ark of salvation which hath been fashioned by the hand of
divine power, that you may be secure from all the floods of the
contingent world.
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AB10323

AB10559

To: Kaykhusraw
Date: 1900 or <

O Khusraw! Your namesake forgot the world of dust and set
his heart upon the world of truth. He spurned the star of eter-
nal nothingness, shone forth from the dawning-place of divine
being, quaffed the heavenly cup of life, and tasted the sweet-
ness of beholding the Lord. As you share his name, strive to
gain a portion from this ocean.
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AB10323

To: Labibih daughter of Ibrahim Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! I am one of Thy handmaidens and a leaf
from the leaves of the tree of Thy love. I have turned toward
the Dawning-Place of Thy mercy and the Dayspring of Thy
oneness, supplicating Thee to ordain for me every good thing
in Thy Kingdom and make me pure and sincere before Thy
gracious countenance.

Verily, Thou art the Merciful, and verily, Thou art the Forgiv-
ing, the Clement.
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AB10673

AB10682

To: Labibih daughter of Ibrahim Khayrullah, in Port Said
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual leaf, respected Labibah! O leaf stirred by the fra-
grances of God! May God protect and preserve you. Your
father has succeeded in conveying the Most Great News to dis-
tant lands and remote regions, and in proclaiming the name
of the Lord of Hosts in that praiseworthy clime. I beseech the
Loving Lord to make you confirmed in all affairs. And the
Glory be upon you.
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AB10673

To: Maryam Thornburgh-Cropper
Date: 1900 or <

O luminous unique one! May God increase thy attraction to
the divine fragrances. Place thy trust in God, rely upon God,
and thank God for having chosen thee to receive the outpouring
from the Kingdom of God.

Therefore, loose thy tongue in praise of God, give glad tidings
of the gift of God, drink from the cup of the bounty of God,
adorn the gatherings with the mention of God, and be so enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God that “O Thou Glory of
the Most Glorious!” may be heard from all thy limbs.
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AB10552

AB10678

To: Mrs Ives
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art attracted to God! May thy Lord increase thy
steadfastness in the love of the Word of God. Hold thou fast
to the Most Great Handle which none can break, and grasp
the hem of the robe of grandeur.

Supplicate unto God and implore as hungry children implore
their mother’s breast of mercy. Rejoice thou in the bounty
which thou hast received from the outpourings of the Kingdom
of God.
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AB10552

To: Muhammad Ali Nushabadi
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast attained to the recognition of the All-
Merciful!

Today, attainment unto the Most Great Guidance is among
the supreme gifts of the All-Glorious Lord and is the most
noble magnet attracting the outpourings of the realms above
and the Abha Kingdom. For the divine lights are shining with
intense brilliance and mighty radiance from the horizons of
human consciousness. Through His grace, the drop findeth
the station of the sea, and through the bounty of the Truth,
the atom becometh the brilliant sun of guidance. “He singles
out for His mercy whomsoever He pleaseth.”
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AB10337

AB12727

To: Muhammad Hasan Zanjani
Date: 1900 or <

O my Lord, my Lord! This is a servant who has turned his
face toward Thy Most Merciful Countenance, who has sought
the gate of Thy divine bounty, and who has held fast to the
cord of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Encompass him with the glances of the eyes of Thy
divine unity.

O Lord! Strengthen him to remain firm in Thy Covenant and
Testament, and to be steadfast in Thy Cause and in Thy love.

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful, the All-
Giving.
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AB10337

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari
Date: 1900 or <

He is the Peerless Friend.

O Star of the East! Bahram is a star that rises in the East
and runs towards the West. Though radiant, it is sometimes
visible and sometimes hidden. Beseech thou God that thou
mayest become a brilliant star of the exalted heaven, ever vis-
ible, manifest and effulgent. May thy soul be happy!
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AB10507

AB10631

To: Nushiravan
Date: 1900 or <

O Nushirvan! Nushirvan the Just, Sustainer of the poor, laid
a foundation that stands eternal and firm. Crowned monarchs
with their diadems became bedfellows with dust, while he, like
a radiant star from the East, shines eternal in the firmament
of universal dominion, ever-luminous and light-bestowing. If
thou wouldst lay a foundation, lay it thus. May thy soul be
gladdened!
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AB10507

To: Rustam
Date: 1900 or <

He is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful

> O Rustam! The sword of steel may conquer earthly realms and
take sorrowful cities and settlements, but the divine sword of
the tongue is that which opens in praise of God and guides
the lost. This sword conquers the realm of heart and soul, not
water and clay, and this blade gives life, brings the dead to life,
and makes the powerless powerful.
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AB10511

To: Rustam Suhayli

Date: 1900 or <

In the name of God, the All-Knowing HEWY rLg 1

O kind Rustam, may his soul be illumined! O kind Rustam,
it is God whose sun is radiant and whose stars are brilliant,
whose clouds are rain-laden, whose table is spread, and whose
bounty is ready. He giveth shelter to the homeless and tent and
pavilion to the wanderer. He bestoweth wealth upon the poor
and honor upon the needy. The priests are deprived, while the
peasants are nurtured and chosen at the threshold of God.
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AB10526

To: Shah Siyavash (Yazd)
Date: 1900 or <

O Shah Siyavush, thy namesake possessed a pure garment and
a radiant countenance. He was free from the earthly world and
nimble in the path of awareness. In the end he was wounded by
the arrow of tyranny and his head was severed by the enemy’s
sword. But no harm came of it, for he was exalted in the
assembly of the oppressed and did not participate in shedding
the blood of the helpless.
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AB10687

AB10540

To: Shirin mother of Bahram Bihmard
Date: 1900 or <

O Shirin! Sweetness and delight are found in the heavenly food,
and pleasure in spiritual sustenance, for material sweetness
produces bile and causes intestinal ailments and disorders. But
divine sweetness fills the palate with delight and increases the
spirit’s health and well-being. This refined sugar is the love of
God and the knowledge of God.
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AB10687

To: William Hoar
Date: 1900 or <

O thou lamp kindled with the fire of the love of God! The
bearer of glad tidings hath come with Joseph’s garment of the
glory of the heavens and cast it upon thy face, and thine eyes
were opened to see the lights of the Kingdom shining forth in
all regions. Therefore thank God for this supreme gift.

Convey my greetings and praise to thy honored and assured
wife and to thy two noble and honored daughters.
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AB10334

AB10688

To: George, son of Ibrahim Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <

O thou descendant of that honored and distinguished father!
Divine favors have led thee to those regions, such that the
grace of God hath encompassed thee and divine bestowal hath
surrounded thee. Thus didst thou attain the ultimate hopes
of those holy ones who are drawn nigh, and achieve a mighty
triumph. Be thou consoled through beholding the manifest

light. Verily, I beseech God to assist thee under all conditions.
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AB10681

To: Nabihih, daughter of Ibrahim Khayrullah, in Port Said
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual leaf, respected Nabihih! O spiritual leaf who art
remembering the remembrance of God! May the Lord of verses
preserve thee. Turn thy heart toward the Supreme Concourse,
attach thyself to holy outpourings from the Most Exalted
Realm, place thy trust in God, seek that which endureth in
God’s Kingdom, and pursue everlasting life, eternal glory,
heavenly rest, and the outpourings of the All-Merciful.
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AB10334

To: Jamshid Ardishihr
Date: 1900 or <

He is Bahram. Through the bounty and generosity of the Lord,
and through the bestowal and nurturing care of the Creator,
souls have been made fresh and new, becoming mirrors reflect-
ing the Sun of the divine world. They have drawn their portion
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AB10377

from the boundless ocean, and now, from the wine of the ce-
lestial wine-vault, they are so intoxicated that the cry of their
drunkenness and selflessness reaches the ears of the angel of
the highest heaven.
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AB10344

Date: 1900 or <

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! The true Sovereign hath
bestowed such a bounty upon His handmaidens that the queens
of the world will envy them and take pride in being their maid-
servants.

Soon this
honor and glory will become manifest throughout all worlds,
even unto the very dust itself. At that time its worth shall be
recognized.

Have patience for a while - it is not yet known.

And the Glory be upon you all.
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AB10377

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art disheveled in thy love for the Friend! Although
for a time thou didst wander distracted and bewildered in the
wilderness of deprivation, yet praise be to God that at the end
of thy journey and wandering thou didst find thy way to the
threshold of the All-Possessing Lord, and didst lay thy head
upon His sacred doorstep, and didst raise the cry of “O Thou
Glory of the Most Glorious!” and with tears streaming from
thine eyes didst water the flowers in the garden of the All-
Merciful.
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AB10439

2 And the glory be upon thee.

AB10427

Date: 1900 or <

O servant at the Divine Threshold! This is the day of testing
and the time of trial. Show forth firm steps and keep your heart
steadfast, lest the fierce winds that are blowing cause you to
waver and slip in God’s Covenant and Testament. This is the
irrevocable decree. Blessed is he who holdeth fast to God’s
Covenant, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. Awaken all
the loved ones.
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AB10439

Date: 1900 or <

O my dearly beloved! It is explicitly stated that the loving-
kindness, favors and infinite bounties of the All-Glorious One
are confined to the reality of man. However, the word “human
being” is applied to the people of understanding, while one who
is deprived of praiseworthy virtues is an animal - nay, worse
than that are the ungrateful ones.

Render thanks at the threshold of the All-Merciful that thou
art a radiant star, having become the dawning-place of the
lights of bounty and the manifestation of favors.
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AB10490

AB10449

Date: 1900 or <

O distracted one! That radiant countenance - offer a hun-
dred thousand thanks in every breath that you have become
the companion of the lovers of the Beloved’s face, and have
traversed towns and wilderness and sea until you reached the
blessed luminous spot, and circumambulated around the Most
Great Sanctuary, and were blessed with the bounty of provid-
ing water for the pilgrims and [serving] the Sacred Mosque.
This is a great favor and an exalted grace.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB10490

Date: 1900 or <

O Mighty Lord! We are sinners, and Thou art the Forgiver,
the All-Pardoning, the All-Merciful. Open wide the eyes of
Thy grace and bestow the radiance of Thy bounty. Make this
servant of Milan intoxicated with the wine of the All-Merciful,
and grant this wandering, yearning soul shelter in Thy divine
protection. Aid him to achieve his highest aspirations in all
conditions, and in every moment grant him victory through the
hosts of salvation. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Generous,
the Most High.
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AB10515

AB10497

Date: 1900 or <

O Dervish! Your name is luminous and your heart is like a rose
garden, and the protection and shelter of the Divine Unity is
your coat of mail and armor.

> Therefore, as befits your name, you must become like a brilliant
lamp and like the blazing sun. You must ever shine like a star
and like the luminous moon cast your light upon the ethereal
realm. Such are the luminous bodies - meaning the enlightened
person.
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AB10515

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art alive with the remembrance of God! True
life on this earth below consisteth in the remembrance of the
Almighty, and in the realms above is attained only in the shel-
ter of the All-Merciful. Let thy earthly life, therefore, become
a mighty sign of God that thou mayest prepare the way for life
eternal. Shouldst thou fail in this endeavour thy life in this
world and the next shall surely come to naught. Verily true
mention of God lies above all else in the teaching of His Cause.
The Glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB10567

AB10524

Date: 1900 or <

O beloved and kind friend! The True Beloved and Divine
Joseph unveiled His face and appeared in the Egypt of the All-
Merciful. Some, like an old crone, sought Him with a skein of
yarn; some, like Zulaykha, yearned for union with the Beloved,
sacrificing life and wealth and honor and name and reason and
understanding; and some, like Jacob, had their eyes illumined
by the fragrance of His garment.
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AB10534

Date: 1900 or <

O candle of the gathering of love! The horizons of contingent
being are encompassed by endless darkness, and the Cause of
God is like the world-illumining sun, yet the deeds of the people
of passion have become like dark clouds blocking the rays of
the All-Merciful. Soon you shall see the criminals weeping and
lamenting and crying out in grief, saying “Alas for what we
neglected!” And they shall say “Would that we were dust, or
decayed bones, or scattered particles!” And the Glory be upon
you.
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AB10567

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art turned unto God! Blessed art thou for having
clung to the cord of His loving-kindness and laid hold of His
sure handle, for having entered beneath the shade of the Divine
Lote-Tree and drunk from the cup of His favor, and tasted the
honey of His guidance.
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AB10581

2 Thou art intoxicated with the wine of divine unity and en-
chanted by the pure vintage of His oneness.

Turn thou toward the Kingdom of the Divine Invisible and seek
confirmation from the hosts of the Supreme Concourse.

And the Glory rest upon thee.
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AB10579

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art illumined with the lights of guidance! Give
thanks unto the Lord, the Self-Subsisting, that in the Valley
of Towa, the Sinai of God, the Mount of Eternity, thou didst
witness the lights of guidance and wert honored with the efful-
gences of the Sun of the horizon of sanctification.

Thou didst run in the holy wilderness and beheld the signs of
the power of His Highness the Sovereign Lord of Oneness in
the realm of spirit and heart, until thou didst attain unto this
bounty and arrive at this gift.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10581

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art poor in God! In this world all people are
distracted, but each one is distracted by something different.
One is distracted by loved ones, another by endless wealth
and riches, another by worldly dominion, and yet another by
gardens and orchards.
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AB10585

2 Praise be to God that thou art distracted by that Beauty Who
is the Luminary of the horizons, and hast become a cupbearer
from that stream which is the fountain of life.
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AB10583

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art radiant with the lights of faith and dawning-
place of the signs of certitude!

The heart is like a niche, and faith is like the lamp, and the
pillars are like the glass globes. When these lights are kindled
in this niche, it becomes a rose garden, and the lights of divine
outpourings become manifest and radiant through these glass
globes.

Therefore strive with heart and soul, and surge and cry out,
that the divine characteristics may become manifest and evi-
dent from the illumined human reality.

Upon thee be the glory of God.
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AB10585

Date: 1900 or <

O manifestation of submission and resignation! If you seek to
fully manifest these two praiseworthy attributes and laudable
realities in this spiritual life, be ever intoxicated and exhila-
rated by the divine wine, and seek neither tidings nor fruits
from the world of existence and the realm of the visible. Know
this much: that whatever occurs is good, though its wisdom
may be hidden and its cause not apparent. When it becomes
manifest, every soul will acknowledge these events.
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2 And glory be upon you.
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AB10605

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art guided by the lights of God’s guidance! The
fire of guidance is ablaze in the blessed Tree growing on Mount
Sinai, and the light of eternity is rising and gleaming in the
human horizon, and the Sun of Truth is effulgent in the Abha
Kingdom, and the Most Great Light is shining and radiant
from the highest Realm of Might. The outpourings are descend-
ing like torrential rain, and the manifestations of the Abha
Beauty are succeeding and following one after another from
the Dayspring of the Unseen. Therefore be not sorrowful, be
not dejected.

And the glory be upon thee.
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AB10614

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art assured of the Divine Manifestation! His Ho-
liness the Prince of Martyrs (may the spirit of all existence be
sacrificed for Him) offered up His life in the field of sacrifice
on the plain of Karbila, and freely and generously sacrificed
His soul and heart and kindred and children and all His pos-
sessions in the path of the All-Merciful, that He might teach
the friends of God the way of divine love and impart to His
spiritual companions the mysteries of the love of God.

Take ye from Me and hearken unto Me and follow My example.

3 And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10661

AB10626

Date: 1900 or <

In the Name of the Blessed Lord

O renowned one! Many renowned ones have appeared in the
world, but their radiant splendor lasted but a moment and their
surging ocean was but a dewdrop. Their lamp was extinguished
and their dust became a covering. But those renowned ones
who drank from the cup of wisdom, traversed the wilderness of
nobility, opened the eye of insight, and prostrated themselves
at the threshold of divinity - strive thou to become renowned
like these.

Ksyasens b ol

NA& J\a\jv\; LSA QLQZ' BE) O\)\u\ﬂb)\} rL’ L;‘ )
S b s oy oo Ola S g, ds
dings 4 SUls ple & Gllaab K by,
%2528 Gly oy N &S Ol
4{ u:"}g.vj o uh'sjw L;‘Ja- og)&. 'C)}

Lséf Dl o

INBAS88:339a, YARP2.323 p.270

AB10661

Date: 1900 or <

O faithful friend!

On this dawn when the lights of the morning star have en-
compassed the East and West of the horizons, the heart of
the world is in agitation and the temple of contingent being
is trembling, for the foundation of God’s Covenant has been
surrounded by the axe of oppression, and the tree of the divine
Testament and Covenant has been assailed by the whirlwind
of violation with utmost uprooting.

Implore God for steadfastness and firmness.
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AB10996

AB10757

Date: 1900 or <

O thou whom God hath placed beneath the shade of His mercy!
Rejoice in the bounty of thy Lord, for verily the clouds of
generosity are pouring down their rain, and the clouds of divine
gifts are thundering and flashing forth, and the lights of grace
are shining with the utmost brilliance, and the lovers are in a
state of rapture and burning passion, and the floods of their
tears cannot extinguish their flames.

By thy life! This fire is light itself, and this torment is sweet
delight and joy, and this cup is mingled with camphor. Blessed
are they who are consumed by the fire of longing! Blessed are
the tears that flow in separation! Blessed are the sighs of hearts
enkindled with ardent desire!
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AB10996

To: Louise Nash, in Chicago
Date: 1900 or <

O thou heavenly daughter! I have read thy wonderful let-
ter containing expressions of utmost sweetness and eloquence.
Though thou art small in the physical and material world, I
beseech God to make thee great in spirit in the Kingdom of

God.
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AB10832

To: Masumih mother of Ramidan Ali, in Yazd
Date: 1900 or <

...O merciful Lord! My soul is a sacrifice to the dust of Thy
threshold. Waft the sweet fragrance to my nostrils and guide
me to Thy path. I am helpless, grant me aid. I am forlorn,
bestow upon me a heart though it be in a hundred pieces. Be
Thou the companion of my soul and become my comfort and
the joy of my conscience. When Thou bestowest favor there is
intimacy, and when Thou showest justice there is trepidation.
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To: Aqa Abdu’l-Bagi
Date: 1900 or <

O ‘Abdu’l-Baqi! How fortunate thou art to have succeeded
in serving thy father and to be the cause of comfort to that
illustrious and most great near one. Know thou the worth of
this distinguished father and be thankful that thou art the son
of one so loved, for whom the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones, showed the utmost favor and
consideration. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB11012

AB11011

To: Dr Steiner
Date: 1900 or <

O spiritual friend! May God increase your refreshment through
the divine fragrances. The breezes of the Holy Spirit have
spread throughout the vast regions and expansive spaces of the
furthermost shore, and this is due to the penetrating power of
the Word of God. Soon the Word will confirm you in that
which you love and with which you are content.
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AB11015

To: Dr Stewart
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
May God increase thy attraction! The hearts have been illu-
mined by the light of inspiration, and souls have been purified
through teachings that renew the spirits and revive the hearts
and powers. Arise thou to serve the Cause of God with a
strength confirmed from the Kingdom of God.
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AB11012

To: John Guilford
Date: 1900 or <

O heavenly friend and spiritual person! May God assist you.
Darkness had encompassed all regions and the horizons had
become darkened in all directions. Then the Ancient Morn
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breathed forth with the lights of the Greatest Name, where-
upon the East and the West in their entirety became illumined.
Soon they shall fall down in prostration and adoration.
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AB10865

To: Karbala’i Yusuf (Rafsanjan)
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Joseph of Egypt ap-
peared in the marketplace, and Zulaykha, though a stranger,
became familiar with him and rent her garment in her love
for him. But his own brothers, though familiar with him, rent
his garment and stained it with blood and cast him into a well,
and sold him for a paltry price of a few pieces of silver. Take ye
warning, therefore, O ye who are endued with understanding!
And upon thee be glory, O thou who hast believed in God.
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AB10812

To: Lua Getsinger
Date: 1900 or <

O my God, my God! This is Thy maidservant who supplicates
to the kingdom of Thy mercy, who is attracted by the fra-
grances of Thy holiness which Thou hast bestowed upon Thy
servant who has turned towards the heaven of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Aid them both to be detached from all else save Thee,
to be occupied with Thy remembrance and praise, and to be
set ablaze with the fire of Thy love.

Verily, Thou art the Generous One.
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AB10999

To: Margaret K Kern
Date: 1900 or <

O thou heavenly jewel, upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory
of God! Turn thou to the Kingdom of verses of the Lord of clear
and evident signs, and seek whatsoever thou wishest of the gifts
of thy Lord. Open thy tongue in mention of the All-Merciful
and call to thy Lord with goodly counsel. He will assist thee
to diffuse the holy fragrances throughout all regions.
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AB11004

To: Mary Morris
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art uttering the praise of God! May He endow thee
with the utterance confirmed and strengthened by His Holy
Spirit. Through the beams of light shining from the Kingdom,
the Horizon of existence has opened and rejoiced; and the caller
of happiness has vociferously exclaimed: “hasten to Success in
this morning which is shining on all the horizons and countries.”
Therefore thank thou God, the Ancient, for the profit thou hast
derived from that clear and pure Light.
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AB10810

To: Mirhani Shahab
Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! This is Your servant who has turned to the
Kingdom of Your mercy and who has clung to the word of Your
oneness. He supplicates You and implores Your Kingdom to
encompass him with the glances of Your eye of loving-kindness
and to protect him through Your safeguarding and sheltering
care.

O Lord! Answer his prayer, facilitate his affairs, and perfect
his joy through the attainment of his hopes. Verily, You are
the All-Bountiful, the Most Exalted.
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AB11003

To: Mrs Aldridge
Date: 1900 or <

O respected lady! O thou who art advancing unto God! I
have understood the contents of thy letter which speaks of thy
sincerity in the Cause of God, thy turning toward God, and thy
clinging to the hem of the robe of grandeur. I supplicate God
that He may prepare for thee guidance in thy affairs and grant
thee thy heavenly hopes so that thou mayest be well-pleased.
And the glory be upon thee.
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AB11000

To: Mrs Gear
Date: 1900 or <

O precious gem of the Kingdom! May God refresh thy heart
with a breeze from the holy and blessed realm. Be thou glad-
dened with the glad-tidings of God, and rejoice in the bounty
of God, and let thy breast be dilated through the fragrances
of God, and let thy heart be attracted to the Kingdom of God,
and let thine eyes be solaced by beholding the signs of God.
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AB11005

To: Mrs Kolton
Date: 1900 or <

O thou noble, pure and holy soul! May the Lord of Hosts
assist thee! The necks have bowed down, and heads have been
lowered in humility, and voices have been hushed, and faces
have submitted themselves before the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsisting.

Soon shalt thou witness its effects, and its lights shall shine
forth, and its fragrances shall be diffused.
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AB10995

To: Mrs Ladlaugh
Date: 1900 or <

O thou divine sign and spiritual essence! Be of good cheer,
rejoice in heart, be gladdened in breast, rise to a lofty station,
and hearken to an exalted call from the Holy Land which has
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ever been the treasury of God’s Kingdom, scattering the pearls
of God’s bounty.
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AB10853

To: Muhammad Bagqir
Date: 1900 or <

O servant of Baha, O Muhammad-Baqir! Enroll the children
in the divine school and, like a teacher of love, impart to them
realities and meanings so that through the celestial power they
may attain maturity and receive radiance from the Sun of Re-
ality, and each one may become a teacher of the horizons and
be numbered among the people of enlightenment.

Olats 53 1y JUbl Bl 4 (o) Le Sods (sl
Sl ot 3o sl Oz 5 o5 s
BIEIETR ™ a5 5k b o> Glae
BT Jao o5 S B i st

SRt NN g

INBA13:227b, INBA85:174b, MSBH10.140

AB11065

To: Nabihih, daughter of Ibrahim Khayrullah
Date: 1900 or <

O my Lord and my Hope! I supplicate before Thee and implore
Thee and place my trust in Thee. Have mercy upon me through
Thy grace and loving-kindness, illumine my heart with the light
of Thy knowledge, expand my breast through the verses of Thy
bounty, and make me one of Thy sincere maidservants.
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AB10820

Date: 1900 or <

O burnt ember! Though Jamshid shone like the sun, yet in
this age the Moon and Sun and Sphere of the Kind Lord hath
another radiance and a greater brilliance and effulgence, for
that was the light of a lamp while this is the world-illumining
Sun of the higher realm. Strive thou that thou mayest become
illumined.
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AB10858

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Friend! Grasp firmly the hem of the Covenant
and become renowned throughout all regions through the love
of God. Rest in the shade of the blessed Tree and adorn the
mansion of the heart with the candle of the knowledge of God.
Beautify the temple of being with the characteristic of servi-
tude to the Abha Beauty, even as ‘Abdu’l-Baha, that thou
mayest become as dust at His Threshold and be numbered
among the company of the faithful ones.
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AB10888

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! ds St dle

The lamp of guidance is burning bright, the light of divine favor
is shining forth, the cloud of mercy is pouring down its rain,
scattering pearls and gems and precious jewels. Open wide
thy garment’s hem and fill it with these priceless gems, then
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scatter them abroad. Each one is a royal jewel, a brilliant pearl,
a luminous essence that touches the very soul and quickens the
spirit.
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AB10889

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of the Blessed Beauty, the All-Merciful! The loving-
kindness and grace of the Divine Unity, and His bounty and
tender mercy, encompass and pervade the entire created world
like unto rain. Yet certain individuals of bestial nature, being
devoid of knowledge of God, remain deprived of this boundless
mercy and despairing of this divine gift of the All-Merciful.

S (grody &L«’v J)Lﬁ Jla &l
é&lﬁb)d&ﬁ)&\.ﬁ—)uﬁ&au\»\
b bz a3 Ol S8
rliilis Cib sl (ol (,SLL )
S s pa 2 Ol S g sl

Jods) rale 0l

MJT.058a
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Date: 1900 or <
He is the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing L o Uls sl

O World-Embracing One! Naw-Ruz is the day when the world-
illumining Sun of the eternal realm shone forth in the heaven
of glory, bestowed abundant radiance, and provided guidance.
It was this life-giving springtime that made the withered trees
fresh and alive. The roses and blossoms bloomed, and the
narcissus and violet became enchanted. This was the divine
Naw-Ruz.
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AB10905

Date: 1900 or <

O dervish of Baha! The time has come for thee to become 4,5 5 4 § el sy sl s !
poor and detached from all save God’s manifestations, that the gl <l D) gk L;;f Gale 05 )
rays of absolute wealth may shine forth and existence, being, ., s s O5 5 3my e 5 Al
conditions, stations and determinations may be transformed Gl A ges SETL 55 S o b 4
into nothingness, so that the divine Sun of Being may shed its e o1y e s

radiance. And upon thee be glory.
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Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of faith! If thou seek- Ol cilale §1 0kl o5l Caar (8
est the eternal sovereignty of the world, sacrifice thy life like —Jlasle <), & Os Ple 3l
thy noble namesake. If thou desirest the crown of everlasting o 55 3 o (Sl JK | f Iy u{
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AB10933

Date: 1900 or <

O Abbas! We formed a friendship with one bearing the same 1, L “;.3; caby gal b rtﬁ ole Gl
name as your father. He bestows upon Us an allowance and e 38, b 5 Al jae o 5 ol *4g ~
sustenance. Come thou and be My friend, that we may both ;5 1, 4. & Cusse i g5 a b 42
place in our ears the ring of servitude to the Beauty of Abha, o ;;f ol Caloe b ﬁjL& u:}?
so that allowance may become bounties, and sustenance may
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And the Glory be upon thee.

AB10936

Date: 1900 or <

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! My life be a sacrifice for thy name! Though
thou art a servant, yet thou art the sovereign of the realm of
conscience and the crowned ruler upon the throne of heaven.
Though thou art ‘Abdu’l-Husayn (servant of Husayn), yet thou
art the master of all humanity. Though thou art a Baha'’i
servant, yet thou art the commander of the spiritual kingdom.

What a pure name thou possessest, before which all names
bow down in humility and submission! And may the Glory
rest upon thee.
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AB10942

To: Fereydoun
Date: 1900 or <

In the name of the peerless Lord.

O Feridun! Thy namesake did uproot the foundations of
tyranny, and cleansed the realm of foes; he raised aloft the
standard of Kavian, and laid the groundwork of justice. He
nurtured the priests and exalted the peasants; he was a refuge
to the helpless and a loving, compassionate friend to the
distressed. Do thou likewise, according to thine own measure,
follow the path of the righteous ones of old.
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AB10959

Date: 1900 or <

O thou intoxicated with the wine of wakefulness! The vigilant
and noble are they whose forebears are as an ocean of munif-
icence and as the adorned heaven; who shine resplendent in
the world even as the sun and moon, and who, like unto the
stars of the heaven of God, lend adornment unto the universe.
Strive thou, therefore, that thou mayest become one of those
high-born and illustrious souls.
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AB10980

Date: 1900 or <

O thou who standeth before the traces of the power of the
Lord! Be thou a fierce lion in the forest of the love of the
Beauty of God, and in the wilderness of the love of the Lord
be thou a graceful gazelle in motion. In the rose-garden of
the remembrance of God become thou a melodious nightingale,
and in the garden of the knowledge of God be thou a sweet-
singing bird, and in the meadows of the mysteries of God be
thou a songster of a thousand melodies.

2 And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB11052

Date: 1900 or <

He is the sovereign of the exalted realm.

> Shapir was the son of a king. I cherish the hope that thou
mayest become a ray from the heaven above. If he was the
crown-bearer of an earthly dominion, thou mayest become the
radiant lord of a luminous world. If he possessed bracelet and
diadem and the royal crown, thou bearest the token of servi-
tude and freedom in the court of God.

Implant this in thine ear: such servitude is greater than a
thousand kingships.
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AB11062

Date: 1900 or <

O son of Jabbar! Though thou art a child, in the Kingdom of
God thou art, God willing, mature. Though thou art small on
this plane, through God’s bounty thou art great. How many
mature ones have been deprived and rejected, and how many
suckling babes have drunk the milk of divine recognition from
the breast of God’s knowledge! God willing, thou shalt snatch
away the ball of maturity from the field of growth and guid-
ance.
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AB11213

To: Elizabeth Chandler
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art a fragrance exhaled from the Gardens of the
Gifts of God! Know that the pure and tranquil soul who con-
stantly preserves the Covenant of God, when it comes to the
meetings of prayer and praise, utters praiseworthy deeds and
laudable attributes from which will emanate that Sweet Odor
from the Gardens of the Knowledge of God.
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AB11221

To: Frederick James Woodward
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art turning unto the Kingdom of God and art
attracted to the Supreme Concourse! The hearts that are filled
with the love of God have been gladdened by thy remembrance,
and tongues have spoken thy praise among the righteous ones,
and spirits have supplicated to the Divine Presence, seeking
confirmation for thee in all conditions.
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AB11216

To: G Crittenden
Date: 1900 or <

O beloved and trusted friend possessed of praiseworthy char-
acter! May God strengthen you. I greet you from this blessed
spot, the dawning-place of lights, the spreader of mysteries,
and the revealer of signs, and I beseech the Lord of Hosts to
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strengthen you at every moment with mighty hosts of realities
and meanings.
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AB11184

To: Haji Ali brother of Haji Kazim
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God! So far as thou
art able, clasp to thy bosom the Beloved of the Covenant, and
seek union with that rose-cheeked Beauty in utter nakedness,
for even a garment itself becometh a veil.
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AB11127

To: Mihdi
Date: 1900 or <

My God, my God! Aid Thy servant Mahdi through Thy for-
giveness and pardon, cause him to enter the paradise of Thy
oneness, give him to drink from the cup of meeting Thee from
the hand of Thy mercy, and grant him the heavenly table of
bestowal through Thy grace and favor. Verily, Thou art the
Generous One, verily, Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-
Pardoning.

5 Sin G Sde Sl A A
Gy Sadel T G das) , S
Bl 8,y Somy a o sG LK
a5 2 S Sl 5 Sop2 Tl

sl il el K

INBA13:228a, INBAS85:175a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 388


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=195
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=114
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=177

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT

AB11208

AB11220

To: Mr Knox
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art turned unto God! If thou hast abandoned
wine which befuddles the mind and consciousness and dulls
perception, the Cup-bearer of divine favors will soon give thee
to drink of the crimson wine of the love of God, whose intoxi-
cation is eternal and everlasting. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB11222

To: Mr Macnaber
Date: 1900 or <

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of God and who
art receiving bounties from the clouds of God’s bestowal! May
God assist thee. Hearts are overflowing with love for thee, and
souls are longing for thee due to thy attraction to the breaths
of the Holy Spirit. I beseech the tender Lord, the Ever-Living,
the Self-Subsisting, to aid thee in all affairs.

ol oo prind) 5 oty el Ll
5 K2 2l sV &l S Al sy
C_}) C)layt.. &‘MY &:‘\ Bl ujﬂ\
O sl (A Opdl O el 5 3

d)w\@e:é;f.xg

INBA59:193a

AB11208

To: Mrs Baring
Date: 1900 or <

O noble lady, O precious jewel! Know thou that the gates of
the Kingdom are opened, the lights of the Realm of Might are
shining, the stars of guidance are gleaming, the signs of the
All-Merciful are spreading, and the voices of the Concourse
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on High are raised. Glad tidings! Glad tidings! O people of
America, glad tidings!

AB11137

Date: 1900 or <

O handmaiden of God! Some leaves have gathered under the .22 36,y Culisy Jb 55 & el &!
shade of oneness who have become the pride of men. God N Sl el J,y b S sas
willing, thou art one of those leaves. Place thy trust in the cosm Jg s oS ge) & K5 36y, o
Beauty of Abha and seek to hold fast to the Sure Handle, so s PR f‘]“p 05 A s b e s
that in this mighty Dispensation thou mayest attain to ancient . T f
grace and become a sign of manifest light. Gt Oy s 82
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AB11147

Date: 1900 or <

1 O servant of God! The blight of humankind is to associate 4 Ols,= L 4l ol s u" fody gl 1
with the foolish and to become estranged from the people of & 2la s o Sl OB s ol b i
wisdom. For association is contagious. The heat of fire and the sl o, O u:f\ ol s ald )
intensity of the sun will stir you to life, while the cold of snow Cn oy g By Oday s, oS
and the frigidity of ice will cause you to become dormant. sl s P

> Baha be upon you. e ST, 2
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AB11261

AB11170

Date: 1900 or <

O my God! May my life be sacrificed for Thy lovers! Make the
blood of this despondent one to be shed in the way of those
who are Thy friends and cause this withered body to become
dust on the path trodden by Thy loved ones, O Thou Who art
my God!
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AB11196

Date: 1900 or <

O lover of the Light of Truth! Every bounty in this world shall
pass away and all comfort shall end. The good-pleasure of God,
however, is eternal and shall endure. It is everlasting bounty
and infinite mercy. Therefore, let us seek His good-pleasure,
for it is of the gifts of God.
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AB11261

Date: 1900 or <

O Joseph, O Faithful One! Be not grieved by thy imprisonment
in the prison of love and sorrows. Soon the Herald of the
Most Glorious Kingdom shall come and let down the bucket
of faithfulness, delivering thee from the dark well and bringing
thee into the Egypt of glory. Thou shalt be established upon
the throne of transcendence and shalt walk, mighty, secure and
majestic, after having been a stranger, abased and lowly.
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AB11339

AB11363

To: Helen Hillyer Brown
Date: 1900 or <

O Lord! This leaf is stirred by the breezes of Thy love upon the
tree of Thy knowledge. O Lord! Make her verdant and fresh
through the outpouring of the clouds of Thy bounty. Verily,
Thou art the All-Merciful.
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AB11331

Date: 1900 or <

O maidservant of God! Give thanks to the Blessed Beauty that
He has bestowed such a bounty upon you, that your loved ones
are each like a candle kindled in the gathering of the Covenant
and like moths have sacrificed their lives.
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AB11339

Date: 1900 or <

O servant of God! Although physical realities exist in distant
regions, yet pure essences are free from the limitations of near-
ness and remoteness. You are ever-present and gazing upon
the Kingdom.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

:-4,_.?-\5): 4,,4[.‘.“0- dﬂ:b- Lo p L}T°'\"‘~' 6\
dns 5 28 gl adbo alem Ay Wy okn
Aoy ool atu Bb

INBAS&RK:249a

392


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v059/?page=182
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=116
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v088/?page=283

Vol. 122: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1900, part IIT AB11487

AB11487

To: Mulla Barukh, in Bombay
Date: 1900 or <

O descendant of the illustrious Abraham!... Soon you shall 4> . 2e ... r?’b‘ A s e
observe that God’s promise concerning Abraham’s lineage shall
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be particularly fulfilled and joy shall unveil its countenance. £ il = o
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Study guide to this volume

Volume 122, the third part of the 1900 writings, completes the great trilogy of volumes that doc-
ument ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s engagement with the world at the turn of the century. It is a volume of
remarkable interior depth: where the preceding volumes were largely concerned with institutional
formation, doctrinal clarification, and the initiation of the Western community, this volume turns
inward, dwelling on the ontology of servitude, the metaphysics of the believer’s transformation into
a “living verse,” the spiritual grammar of martyrdom as pure love, the unique historical character
of the Baha’i Covenant, and the conditions of true consultation and community. The volume also
contains a significant body of poetry — both ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own compositions and prayers that
flow between verse and prose — suggesting that as the doctrinal groundwork was being laid, a
lyrical spirituality was simultaneously being cultivated that would infuse the community’s life of
worship. The governing question of the whole volume is deceptively simple: who is the believer,
and what kind of being is she called to become? The answers given are demanding, luminous, and
transforming.

Identity as Servitude: The Litany of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Key Passages

O Ali! Know with absolute certainty that my name is Abdu’l-Baha, my title is Abdu’l-
Bahd, my attribute is Abdu’l-Bahé, my designation is Abdu’l-Baha, my fame is Abdu’l-
Bahd, my reality is Abdu’l-Bahé, my essence is Abdu’l-Bahé, my inner being is Abdu’l-
Bahé, my secret is Abdu’l-Bahé, my outward self is Abdu’l-Bah4, my outer nature
is Abdu’l-Bah&, my inner nature is Abdu’l-Baha, my beginning is Abdu’l-Baha, my
end is Abdu’l-Bahd, my heart is Abdu’l-Baha, my spirit is Abdu’l-Bah4d, my inmost
heart is Abdu’l-Bah&, my body is Abdu’l-Bahé, my sight is Abdu’l-Bah&, my hearing is
Abdu’l-Bahé, my speech is Abdu’l-Bahd, my thought is Abdu’l-Bahé, my remembrance
is Abdu’l-Bah&, my memory is Abdu’l-Bah&, my perception is Abdu’l-Baha, my imagi-
nation is Abdu’l-Bahd, my kingdom is Abdu’l-Bah&, my dominion is Abdu’l-Baha. —
AB03288

This is my path, my religion, my way, my character, my acknowledgment and my
confession, just as the poet has said: “I am deaf when called in the tribe by my name,
but when they say ‘O His servant!” I hear.” — AB03288

If you attribute all the qualities of the first and the last to a single particle of dust
at His threshold, it is acceptable and beloved, for it is associated with Him. But no
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description is sweet to the taste of this servant except the description of pure servitude
and absolute bondage. — AB06801

Context for Study

The litany in AB03288 is among the most formally striking documents in the entire Bahd’{ canon.
By repeating “Abdu’l-Bahd” (servant of Bahd) across every conceivable dimension of the self —
name, title, reality, essence, inner, outer, beginning, end, heart, spirit, body, sight, hearing, speech,
thought — ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa performs a linguistic act of total self-identification with servitude. Every
faculty, every dimension of identity that one might claim as one’s own, is here claimed instead
for servitude. This is a positive assertion (“I am this, this, and this — all of it servitude”), a
claim to fullness of identity rather than an expression of mere nothingness. The rhetorical effect is
cumulative and overwhelming: by the time the list reaches its end, the reader or hearer has been
drawn into a meditation on every aspect of personal identity and witnessed each one being offered
as a vessel for divine service. The Arabic grammatical form (fili al-mubtada’ and khabar) repeats
the same structural move dozens of times, creating a mantra-like intensity that belongs to the
tradition of dhikr (remembrance) in Sufi practice, where repetition of a divine name is the formal
mechanism of spiritual transformation. The quoted verse — “I am deaf when called in the tribe
by my name, but when they say ‘O His servant!” I hear” — belongs to a classical Arabic poetic
tradition of the lover who recognizes only the beloved’s call. ‘Abdu’l-Baha deploys it to seal the
litany’s claim: his responsiveness is constituted by servitude, not by personal identity. AB06801
deepens this with a further doctrinal precision: all descriptions and qualities are acceptable when
they attach to the threshold of Bahd, because association with the divine is what confers reality
on any quality whatsoever.

Questions for Reflection

1. The litany of AB03288 attributes every dimension of selfhood — name, reality, essence, imag-
ination, dominion — to servitude. What model of personal identity does this imply? How
does it compare with the Buddhist doctrine of andttd (no-self), with the Sufi concept of fand’
(annihilation), and with the Christian mystical tradition of kenosis?

2. The formal structure of the litany (repetition of a single phrase across all categories of selfhood)
belongs to the tradition of dhikr in Sufi practice. What is the spiritual function of such
repetition? How does it compare with the Jesus Prayer in Eastern Orthodox practice, or
with the recitation of the Shema in Judaism?

3. The Arabic couplet ‘Abdu’l-Baha quotes makes responsiveness to the beloved’s call the defin-
ing feature of identity: “I am deaf when called by my name, but when they say ‘O His servant!’
I hear” What does this image of selective deafness and hearing tell us about the structure of
devotional identity?

4. AB06801 states that any description is acceptable and beautiful when associated with the
threshold of Bahd. What metaphysical claim underlies this principle — that association with
a divine referent transforms the value of qualities? Compare this with the theological principle
in Pseudo-Dionysius that the divine names are simultaneously applicable and inapplicable to
God.
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5. How should a Baha’i believer relate to this litany as a model for their own spiritual identity?
In what sense is the believer called to a comparable, though distinct, commitment of all their
faculties to servitude?

The Believers as Living Verses: A Theology of Sacred Character

Key Passages

O beloved servants of the Divine Threshold! This is a mighty cycle, a glorious age, and
a new century in which the Manifestations of the Divine Unity have appeared and the
Daysprings of the Light of Truth have dawned.

Even as every holy Manifestation hath a Book Revealed, His divine reality and luminous
essence is the Mother Book of Creation, the Preserved Tablet. Even as the Book of
Revelation and Divine Law containeth verses, words and letters, so too doth the essential
reality — that is, the Book of Creation — encompass and include verses, words and
letters in respect to the Names, Attributes, Deeds, Laws and Effects. These creative
verses, letters and words are the realities of the loved ones and the quintessential being
of the near ones. — ABO01817

Even as the revealed verses are proof and miracle, so too must the creative verses and
words be extraordinary and distinguished realities. That is, creation must conform to
revelation, and revelation must describe creation. In other words, the loved ones of
God must become the manifestations of the verses of unity, the dawning-places of the
mysteries of divine singleness, the rising-points of the names and attributes, and the
recipients of inspiration from the Lord of earth and heaven. — ABO01817

Thine esteemed personage shouldst of a certainty, and with pure and sanctified words,
continuously remind the loved ones of God that they should, in all places, be enkindled
and luminous with the light of sanctity and piety, and be signs of spiritual perfections
and temples of purity, sanctity and holiness amongst the peoples of the world — for
this is the sign of the detached and the quality of those that have drawn nigh unto God.
The fish that swimmeth in the divine ocean is pure and sanctified and doth not bear
the qualities of the bird of worldliness and defilement. The birds of the garden of the
love of God defileth not their wings with the dross of the human world. — AB01734

Context for Study

ABO01817 is among the most theologically ambitious passages in the entire volume. The identifi-
cation of the believers as “creative verses” of the “Book of Creation” establishes a correspondence
between revealed scripture and the fabric of human character: just as the holy books consist of
words and verses that are signs of divine reality, so the believers themselves must be “verses” —
distinguishable, luminous, structurally clear signs of the Names and Attributes of God. This is a
theology of witness by character rather than by proclamation, and it transforms the ethical life
from an obligation imposed from without into an ontological participation in the divine creative
act. The Islamic philosophical tradition speaks of the insdn al-kdmil (the Perfect Human) as the
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one in whom the divine names are fully reflected; Bahd’'u’llah’s Hidden Words repeatedly addresses
the human heart as the “treasury” of divine mysteries. ‘Abdu’l-Baha extends this in AB01817 to
the community as a whole: the collective reality of the believers is meant to be a living exegesis of
the revealed word, embodying in conduct and character what the texts express in language. The
fish-and-ocean image in AB01734 is structurally related: the fish does not acquire the qualities
of the bird because it is constitutively immersed in a different medium. By analogy, the believer
immersed in the “divine ocean” of the Covenant cannot bear the qualities of worldliness without
losing her constitutive identity. This is a theology of incompatibility rather than merely of moral
exhortation: worldliness becomes constitutively alien to what the believer has become, regardless
of whether it is formally forbidden.

Questions for Reflection

1. The identification of believers as “creative verses” in the Book of Creation implies that the
believers’ conduct is meant to be as much a proof of divine reality as the revealed scriptural
verses. How does this theology of witness by character compare with the Eastern Orthodox
concept of theosis (deification by participation in the divine energies)?

2. ABO01817 insists that “creation must conform to revelation, and revelation must describe cre-
ation.” This implies a perfect correspondence between the moral order and the metaphysical
order. How does this vision of correspondence relate to the Sufi concept of the outer (zdhir)
and inner (bdtin) dimensions of reality?

3. AB01734 warns that a community whose “utterances were sweet but deeds were bitter” has
become like the exhausted religious communities of the past. How does this critique of
performative piety differ from Jesus’s critique of the Pharisees in Matthew 23, and what do
the two critiques share?

4. The fish-and-ocean image suggests that immersion in divine love constitutes the believer’s
nature, not merely her choice. What are the implications of this for our understanding of
moral failure among believers? Does it make failure more or less culpable?

5. What practical forms of community life — including the Baha’i Feast, study circles, and service
projects — are most directly expressions of the vision in AB01817 that the community should
be a “living verse” of divine reality?

Young Martyrs and the Joy of Sacrifice

Key Passages

O thou who art assured by the verses of God! Among the wondrous works and marvelous
mysteries of the Lord in every age and cycle was the mystery of sacrifice, meaning that
a group, intoxicated and bewildered by the pure water whose admixture is camphor,
would hasten dancing to the altar of sacrifice and be consumed in the fire of attraction,
and stamping their feet and crying out in joy, would raise their cry of “Blessed am I!
Good news be unto me!” to the Concourse on High.

But until now, such ecstasy and joy, such attraction and bliss as was manifested in the
field of sacrifice by His Holiness Ruhu’lldh has never been heard from any soul. For
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that young child, from whose pure mouth still came the scent of milk, with perfect
grace and beauty, like the brilliant moon from the horizon of chains and fetters, his face
radiant and his lips smiling, his tongue engaged in the mention of the All-Merciful and
his gaze fixed upon the Kingdom of God, under chains and fetters raised such a cry of
“Ya Bahd’u’l-Abh4a” and opened his tongue in teaching that he created a tumult in the
realm of being. — ABO01837

Consider how a young child, because he was firm and steadfast in the divine Covenant,
was raised to such a manifest sovereignty that every denier was astounded. Such is the
station of those who hold fast to God’s Covenant and Testament. — ABO01837

Those two sweet-singing birds on the branch of oneness have begun such a melody that
the ear of the soul is in rapture. Until now many souls have become intoxicated and
sacrificed their lives in the path of truth, but never has there been a twelve-year-old
child martyred with such tenderness of years yet such eagerness, joy and gladness, such
detachment, ecstasy and glad-tidings. This is among the greatest miracles and mighty
signs of the Truth. — ABO01829

Context for Study

The martyrdom narratives in AB01837 and AB01829 occupy a unique place in the Baha’i corpus.
They describe the execution of Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad Varqa and his young son Ruhu’lldh in Iran:
the father was tortured and killed, the twelve-year-old son was offered release if he renounced
the Faith and was executed when he refused. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account dwells not on the horror
of the event but on the spiritual condition of the martyr: dancing, singing, smiling, teaching
under chains. This is the most extreme form of the “joy under affliction” theology articulated
throughout the volumes — the claim that the soul immersed in divine love inhabits a reality that the
external circumstances of suffering cannot penetrate or diminish. The theological tradition of joyful
martyrdom is ancient: in the Acts of the Apostles, the disciples rejoice after being flogged “because
they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” (Acts 5:41); in Islamic tradition
the shuhald’ (martyrs) are described as living in paradise and not experiencing the bitterness of
death; in Jewish tradition the kiddush HaShem (sanctification of the Name through martyrdom)
is held as the highest possible act of witness. What distinguishes the Bahd’i account here is the
specific attention to childhood: that a twelve-year-old should achieve what ‘Abdu’l-Bahd calls a
“manifest sovereignty” that “astounded every denier” transforms the martyrdom into a theological
argument — the youngest and most inexperienced member of the community demonstrates that
spiritual capacity is independent of age, learning, or worldly experience. Firmness in the Covenant
is itself the source of this sovereignty.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa describes Ruhu’lldh as dancing and singing under chains, his lips smiling at the
moment of martyrdom. What theology of the relationship between inner spiritual state and
external suffering does this image embody? How does it compare with Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s
theology of “costly grace” and his own joyful composure before execution?
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2. The martyrdom of a twelve-year-old child is offered as a “miracle and mighty sign of the
Truth.” What makes a child’s martyrdom qualitatively different from an adult’s, theologically
speaking? Does the innocence of youth function as a kind of purity that amplifies the spiritual
power of the witness?

3. In both AB01837 and AB01829, ‘Abdu’l-Bahé expresses an intense personal wish that he had
been present with the martyrs. What does this longing reveal about his own spiritual orienta-
tion? How should it be understood in relation to his role as the protector and administrator
of the Cause?

4. The tradition of joyful martyrdom appears in Christianity (Acts 5), Islam (traditions about
the shahid), Judaism (the martyrs of Masada and the medieval kiddush HaShem), and Bud-
dhism (the bodhisattva’s willing suffering for others). What distinguishes the Bah4’{ account
of Ruhu’llah’s martyrdom from each of these traditions?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha states that Ruhu’llah’s sovereignty over his tormenters was a direct consequence
of his firmness in the Covenant. What theory of spiritual power underlies this claim? How
does it relate to the paradoxical logic that the weakest — a child in chains — can achieve a
sovereignty that “astounds every denier”?

The Covenant as Unique Foundation: An Unprecedented Testa-
ment

Key Passages

Whoso judgeth with but a little fairness will recognize that ever since the dawn of the
world, until this heavenly Dispensation, no such Covenant and Testament hath ever
before been established in the heights of the realms above or in the midmost heart of
the Abha Kingdom. From the earliest appearance of the resplendent Fire upon Sinai,
until the setting of the luminous Day-Star of the Praised Beauty, no Sacred Text was
revealed but that, whether explicitly or implicitly, it made mention of this Eternal
Covenant and Ancient Testament, praised and commended those who hold fast unto it,
and censured and admonished those who waver and violate it. — AB01674

Then Baha’'v’lldh, with His own Pen, and tracing in His own hand glorious words across
the snow-white pages, made a Covenant with all created things, visible and invisible,
and called it “The Book of My Covenant”, and set down in it these words: “The Will
of the divine Testator is this..” One must be fair in judgement! Consider how carefully
the Blessed Beauty proceeded. Even in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, which hath abrogated all
other sacred Books, He hath stated this theme in lucid and explicit language and not
through allusion or symbolic terms. — AB01674

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The call of the Abha Beauty is continuously
reaching the ears of the people of understanding from the hidden realm of the unseen
world, saying: “My Covenant! My Covenant! My Testament! My Testament! My
Pledge! My Pledge! My loved ones! My loved ones!” — AB02580
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Context for Study

ABO01674 is one of the most historically grounded accounts of the Baha’i Covenant in the entire
corpus. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd makes a sweeping claim: no comparable Covenant has existed in the entire re-
ligious history of humanity from Sinai to the present. He substantiates this by tracing the theme of
Covenant through the whole of sacred history — implicitly through all revealed texts — while iden-
tifying the written, explicitly designated Book of the Covenant as qualitatively unprecedented. The
argument is structurally an a maiore ad minus: if lesser, more ambiguous appointments (Abraham-
Isaac, Moses-Joshua, Jesus-Peter, Muhammad-‘Al{) generated lasting religious communities, the
explicit, written, God-sealed Covenant of Baha’u’llah must be capable of generating something of
even greater durability and global scope. The lyrical conclusion of AB01674 — the nightingale,
the lamp, the songbird of the rose-garden of Baha — transforms a theological argument into a
devotional affirmation: the Covenant, for all its institutional precision, is ultimately a love-bond, a
living pledge between God and creation, whose inner reality is beauty and whose outer expression
is law. The triple repetition in AB02580 — “My Covenant! My Covenant!” — creates a rhythmic
intensity that is effectively a dhikr of the Covenant: the divine call, heard with the “ear of under-
standing,” is an urgent, personal, repeated summons from Baha u’llah himself across the boundary
of physical death. This moves the Covenant from a legal framework to a living spiritual reality, an
ongoing presence rather than a historical document.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 claims that no comparable Covenant has ever been established in the history of
humanity’s religious life. How should this sweeping claim be assessed? What criteria would
allow us to evaluate it fairly?

2. The Book of the Covenant was written by Bahd’u’llah in his own hand. What is the theolog-
ical significance of autograph documentation in religious tradition? Compare this with the
significance of the Torah written by Moses, the Qur’dn recited directly by Muhammad, and
the Synoptic Gospels composed by later disciples rather than by Jesus himself.

3. AB01674 reads all of sacred history as implicitly anticipating and pointing toward this mo-
ment: “no Sacred Text was revealed but that it made mention of this Eternal Covenant.”
How does this comprehensive interpretive claim relate to Bahd’i understandings of progres-
sive revelation? What are its hermeneutical implications?

4. The closing image of AB01674 shifts from legal argument to lyrical devotion: the nightingale
of the rose-garden, the lamp of the worlds. What does this shift from legal to lyrical register
reveal about the relationship between institutional authority and spiritual beauty in ‘Abdu’l-
Bahd’s understanding of the Covenant?

5. The repeated divine cry “My Covenant! My Covenant!” in AB02580 is framed as continuously
reaching the ears of those who can hear. What spiritual state or preparation does this imply
the listener must cultivate? How does this compare with the Sufi practice of the samd®
(spiritual listening) as the capacity to hear the divine call in sound and music?
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Unity Through Consultation: The Community as Spiritual Organ-
ism

Key Passages

I swear by that Essence of existence and praised Sovereign that the unity and oneness of
God’s loved ones has such influence and penetration in the world of existence that cannot
be described or written, and likewise discord and estrangement among the merciful
friends brings such harm to the realm of being that cannot be imagined. Therefore,
O longtime friend, strive with heart and soul that estrangement may be removed from
among God’s servants and spiritual, conscientious, merciful oneness may emerge. When
this paragon of unity and harmony appears in the gathering of friends, spiritual joy and
divine celebration will be established, and the Beloved of God’s Cause and the Sovereign
of God’s love will pitch His tent in mountain, plain and desert, and spirit and fragrance
will appear. — ABO01813

It should not be that each person follows their own opinion and thinks independently.
When the illustrious Hands of the Cause of God make a decision in any gathering,
all must obey and submit, and carry it out with the utmost joy and acceptance, for
this obedience is obligatory and necessary. No individual alone can understand the
consequences of matters or know what is needed today or have the correct opinion. If it
were such that each person had absolute authority and could carry out whatever they
deemed good, the entire structure of affairs would completely fall apart. — AB01706

Context for Study

The two passages on unity and consultation in this section represent ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most concrete
institutional counsel in the volume. AB01813’s insistence that unity “has such influence and pene-
tration in the world of existence” that exceeds description makes a metaphysical claim: communal
harmony rises to an ontological condition — the channel through which divine confirmations flow —
and goes far beyond being a mere social virtue through which divine confirmations can flow. This
is the community-level version of the individual soul’s “mirror” teaching: just as the individual
heart must be polished of attachment to reflect divine light, the community must achieve harmony
to become the medium through which spiritual power operates. The oath (‘Abdu’l-Bahé swears by
the “Essence of existence”) elevates the claim beyond ordinary counsel into the register of sacred
testimony. AB01706, by contrast, is more procedurally focused: it insists that individual judgment
must yield to collective decision-making through the institution of the Hands of the Cause of God,
and that the alternative — each person following their own opinion — produces complete disorder.
The reasoning draws on the Islamic juristic distinction between ra’y (personal opinion) and #jmd°
(consensus): individual ra’y is fallible and partial; collective discernment under proper authority
approaches the divine will. The Bah&’i principle of consultation, which requires that individual
opinions, once expressed, be detached from ego and offered to the group for collective discernment,
is implied here. In Western political philosophy the parallel is with deliberative democracy (Jurgen
Habermas) in which the force of the better argument, reached through genuine dialogue, is meant
to replace the force of will or authority. The Baha’i model differs in that it operates under divine
guidance rather than purely rational procedure.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha swears that unity “has such influence and penetration in the world of existence
that cannot be described.” This is a claim about the metaphysical efficacy of communal
harmony. How does this compare with the theological concept of koinonia (communion) in
Eastern Orthodox ecclesiology, where the unity of the church is understood as a participation
in the Trinitarian unity of God?

2. The counsel in AB01706 that “no individual alone can understand the consequences of mat-
ters” seems to privilege collective over individual judgment. How should this principle be
balanced against the Bah&’i insistence on the independent investigation of truth?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 states that when unity appears among the friends, “the Beloved of God’s Cause
will pitch His tent in mountain, plain and desert.” This suggests a theology of divine presence
conditioned on human spiritual achievement. How does this compare with the Shékhindh
theology in Judaism (the divine presence resting on a community) and with the promise of
Christ’s presence where “two or three are gathered” (Matthew 18:20)7

4. Consultation in the Baha’i model requires that once opinions are expressed they are “no
longer to be considered as belonging to the individual” but to the collective discernment.
What psychological and spiritual disciplines are required to genuinely detach oneself from
one’s own opinions? How does this compare with the Zen concept of non-attachment to the
products of one’s own thought?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Bah& describes discord among friends as causing “harm to the realm of being that
cannot be imagined.” This cosmological claim goes far beyond the ordinary observation that
disagreement is unpleasant or unproductive. What understanding of the relationship between
human community and cosmic order underlies this statement?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 122 is a meditation on transformation as the innermost demand of this Dispensation.
‘Abdu’l-Bahé claims all of his own identity for servitude, in a litany that spans every conceivable
dimension of selfhood. He calls the believers to become “living verses” of the Book of Creation,
to be transformed so completely by the divine love that their conduct is indistinguishable from
the revelation itself. He holds up child martyrs who achieved sovereignty through firmness. He
articulates a Covenant so explicit and complete that all of sacred history was merely its preparation.
He insists that unity and consultation are not organizational niceties but ontological conditions for
the descent of divine power.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the Baha’i community is meant
to be a living scripture — its members “creative verses” of the Book of Creation whose
conduct exegetes the revealed word in the language of character — what would it mean
for a single community in a single city to actually fulfill this calling, and how would
one know if it had?
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