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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
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130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
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157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
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Introduction to volume 126

This 1902 volume is especially rich in questions of communal order, gender, and the institutional
forms that would carry the Cause beyond the circle of pilgrimage. AB02310 is one of the most
important items: it affirms the spiritual equality of women and men in the sight of Baha'u’llah,
notes the restriction of membership on the House of Justice to men, and then turns immediately
to the formation of women’s holy gatherings and Spiritual Assemblies as “potent sources of the
progress of man.” AB02614, addressed to the believers in Baltimore, gives a complementary Western
application, placing women’s service within the larger discipline of love, unity, and harmony, without
which deeds lose their fruit. AB12166, a marriage prayer and reflection, treats union itself as a law
of life in creation, making harmony, association, and mutual attraction the metaphysical basis of
bodily and spiritual prosperity.

The volume also contains notable materials on death, immortality, tests, and the meaning of suf-
fering. AB00398, the moving eulogy for Thomas Breakwell, is among the most memorable texts
of the collection: it mourns him in repeated apostrophe, locates him in the Abha Paradise, and
then turns to a doctrinal discussion of the soul, affirming that souls are created pure and holy,
though differentiated by capacity and later by acquired virtues or vices. AB00872 gives one of the
volume’s clearest treatments of tests, using Judas Iscariot as the emblem of how envy can overturn
a high station, while AB01430 eulogizes two martyrs in language of intense pathos, presenting
their suffering as participation in the “mystery of sacrifice.” AB09126 and ABU3519 again interpret
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own sufferings as pedagogical and redemptive: suffering is the path by which the
Manifestations and their servants teach others how to endure.

A further strand concerns the practical architecture of expansion. AB11645 urges the establish-
ment of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and the organization of teaching gatherings and study classes in
divine proofs, explicitly noting that in the West, men and women believers were already teaching,
learning, writing, and publishing apologetic works. AB02704 similarly treats teaching classes as
one of the most important matters of the Cause, whose foundation is divine and whose result is the
diffusion of the fragrances of God. AB11671 is important for the history of textual transmission:
it discusses printing Baha’u’llah’s writings, the desirability of Nast’aliq type, the difficulty of trans-
lating the Kitab-i-Aqdas, and the need for a group skilled in both Arabic and the target language.
ABO03507 adds a practical architectural note, asking that plans for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, modeled
on ‘Ishgabad and arranged in “nine iterations of nine,” be copied and circulated.

Several items also show ‘Abdu’l-Baha refining the theological language available to Western be-
lievers. AB01355 answers directly the question “Art thou the Christ?” by defining his station as
servitude to God and to Baha’u’llah, while also explaining the eternal dominion of the reality of
Christ, the meaning of the millennium, and the spiritual effects expected before and after his own
departure. AB01954 gives a compact numerological interpretation of “’Asq” in relation to the year
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of the Bab’s birth, while AB01961 surveys the objections of Christians, Jews, Muslims, and Babis
who cling to inherited textual expectations and fail to recognize the new Manifestation. AB00766
is valuable for its clarification of proof: the Manifestation cannot be reduced to a performer of
private tests or miracles, since true proof must be universal. The volume thus presents a commu-
nity moving simultaneously toward institutional consolidation, wider translation and publication,
women’s organized teaching, and a more precise apologetic suited to an increasingly international
audience.
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AB02310

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1902

O handmaid of God, who tremblest even as a fresh and tender
branch in the winds of the love of God! I have read thy letter,
which telleth of thine abundant love, thine intense devotion,
and of thy being occupied with the remembrance of thy Lord.

Depend thou upon God. Forsake thine own will and cling
to His, set aside thine own desires and lay hold of His, that
thou mayest become an example, holy, spiritual, and of the
Kingdom, unto His handmaids.

Know thou, O handmaid, that in the sight of Baha, women
are accounted the same as men, and God hath created all hu-
mankind in His own image, and after His own likeness. That
is, men and women alike are the revealers of His names and
attributes, and from the spiritual viewpoint there is no differ-
ence between them. Whosoever draweth nearer to God, that
one is the most favored, whether man or woman. How many
a handmaid, ardent and devoted, hath, within the sheltering
shade of Baha, proved superior to the men, and surpassed the
famous of the earth.

+ The House of Justice, however, according to the explicit text
of the Law of God, is confined to men; this for a wisdom of the
Lord God’s, which will erelong be made manifest as clearly as
the sun at high noon.

As to you, O ye other handmaids who are enamored of the
heavenly fragrances, arrange ye holy gatherings, and found ye
Spiritual Assemblies, for these are the basis for spreading the
sweet savors of God, exalting His Word, uplifting the lamp of
His grace, promulgating His religion and promoting His Teach-
ings, and what bounty is there greater than this? These Spiri-
tual Assemblies are aided by the Spirit of God. Their defender
is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Over them He spreadeth His wings. What
bounty is there greater than this? These Spiritual Assemblies
are shining lamps and heavenly gardens, from which the fra-
grances of holiness are diffused over all regions, and the lights
of knowledge are shed abroad over all created things. From
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them the spirit of life streameth in every direction. They, in-
deed, are the potent sources of the progress of man, at all times
and under all conditions. What bounty is there greater than
this?

SWAB#038, BSW#16.31x, TAB.089-091, GPB.332x2x, COC#1358x,
LOG#0010x, LOG#2072x, BSC.476 #903-904x

youwéﬂw[w\@,ow;{
S ad) ey s e

MNMEK#044 p.129, MMK1#038 p.076

ABO07110

To: Kanichi Yamamoto, in Honolulu
Date: 1902

O thou who art attracted by the Word of God to the Kingdom
of God!

Turn with the whole of thy being to God, forget aught else save
God, and supplicate God to make thee a sign of guidance in
the midst of people who are veiled from God; perchance they
may be guided to the Orb of all horizons, enter the kingdom
of harmony, drink of the cup of the love of God, rejoice at the
manifestation of the Kingdom of God, taste the delight of the
mention of God, and shelter themselves in the shadow of the
Tree of Life in the midst of the Paradise of God.

This beseemeth the believers; this is the qualification of the
sincere; this is the path of the knowers, and this is the utmost
aim of the faithful.

Exert thy utmost power that thou mayest share this great
bounty.

TAB.563-564, JWTA.021
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AB09126

Date: 1902

O thou who art grieved at My imprisonment! Regarding thy
extreme sorrow, thy sadness and thy great regret for My im-
prisonment, there is no harm therein. Verily, in My Spirit, My
Heart and My Reality, have I desired every calamity in the
Way of El-Baha.

My catastrophe will increase hereafter, until they will become
an overflowing, rushing stream. At that time My Bosom will be
dilated, My Spirit rejoiced, My Body gladdened and My Eyes
brightened, forasmuch as this is My utmost desire, greatest
object, comfort of My heart and Spirit of my life.

PN_ 1901 p088

ABU3519

Words to Miss Rosenberg in 1902(?) in Akka

[During a former visit to Akka, when conditions for the pris-
oners were most severe, Miss Rosenberg was deeply distressed
and asked ‘Abdu’l-Baha why he, who was so perfect, should
have to endure such sufferings. He answered:]

How could they (the Manifestations) teach and guide others
in the way if they themselves did not undergo every species of
suffering to which other human beings are subjected?

SW_ v07#11 p.108, PN__ 1909 p073, PN_ 1909 p105, PN_ unsorted p022
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To: Charles Mason Remey, in Paris
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who rejoicest in the glad-tidings of God! Thy recent
letter hath reached me, and I rendered thanks unto God for
that thou didst arrive in Paris safe and sound, preserved and
protected. Render thou thanks unto God that He hath enabled
thee to behold radiant countenances among the loved ones of
God, and to attain unto the bounty of meeting them in the land
of America, for the contemplation of those luminous faces is a
heavenly bestowal whereby hearts are gladdened, souls rejoiced,
and spirits drawn upward unto the Concourse on high.

Grieve thou not over the ascension of my beloved Breakwell, for
he hath risen unto a rose garden of splendors within the Abha
Paradise, sheltered by the mercy of his mighty Lord, and he is
crying at the top of his voice: “O that my people could know
how graciously my Lord hath forgiven me, and made me to be
of those who have attained His Presence!”1

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Where now is thy fair face? Where is thy fluent tongue? Where
thy clear brow? Where thy bright comeliness?

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Where is thy fire, blazing with God’s love? Where is thy rap-
ture at His holy breaths? Where are thy praises, lifted unto
Him? Where is thy rising up to serve His Cause?

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Where are thy beauteous eyes? Thy smiling lips? The princely
cheek? The graceful form?

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Thou hast quit this earthly world and risen upward to the

Kingdom, thou hast reached unto the grace of the invisible
realm, and offered thyself at the threshold of its Lord.
O Breakwell, O my dear one!

Thou hast left the lamp that was thy body here, the glass that
was thy human form, thy earthy elements, thy way of life below.

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!
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Thou hast lit a flame within the lamp of the Company on
high, thou hast set foot in the Abha Paradise, thou hast found
a shelter in the shadow of the Blessed Tree, thou hast attained
His meeting in the haven of Heaven.

O Breakwell, O my dear one!

Thou art now a bird of Heaven, thou hast quit thine earthly
nest, and soared away to a garden of holiness in the kingdom
of thy Lord. Thou hast risen to a station filled with light.

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Thy song is even as birdsong now, thou pourest forth verses as
to the mercy of thy Lord; of Him Who forgiveth ever, thou wert
a thankful servant, wherefore hast thou entered into exceeding
bliss.

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Thy Lord hath verily singled thee out for His love, and hath
led thee into His precincts of holiness, and made thee to enter
the garden of those who are His close companions, and hath
blessed thee with beholding His beauty.

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Thou hast won eternal life, and the bounty that faileth never,
and a life to please thee well, and plenteous grace.

O Breakwell, O my dear onel!

Thou art become a star in the supernal sky, and a lamp amid
the angels of high Heaven; a living spirit in the most exalted
Kingdom, throned in eternity.

5 O Breakwell, O my dear one!

26 I ask of God to draw thee ever closer, hold thee ever faster;

to rejoice thy heart with nearness to His presence, to fill thee
with light and still more light, to grant thee still more beauty,
and to bestow upon thee power and great glory.

" O Breakwell, O my dear one!

At all times do I call thee to mind. I shall never forget thee. I
pray for thee by day, by night; I see thee plain before me, as if
in open day.

O Breakwell, O my dear one!

Convey, moreover, my greeting unto the attracted handmaid
of God, Miss Jackson, and bear unto her the glad-tidings of
the bounty of God, and say unto her: Grieve thou not. Ere
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long shall the knots be untied, and God shall open a wide and
spacious door, and the desired end shall be attained.

As to thy question, doth every soul without exception achieve
life everlasting? Know thou that immortality belongeth to
those souls in whom hath been breathed the spirit of life from
God. All save these are lifeless—they are the dead, even as
Christ hath explained in the Gospel text. He whose eyes the
Lord hath opened will see the souls of men in the stations they
will occupy after their release from the body. He will find the
living ones thriving within the precincts of their Lord, and the
dead sunk down in the lowest abyss of perdition.

Know thou that every soul is fashioned after the nature of God,
each being pure and holy at his birth. Afterwards, however,
the individuals will vary according to what they acquire of
virtues or vices in this world. Although all existent beings are
in their very nature created in ranks or degrees, for capacities
are various, nevertheless every individual is born holy and pure,
and only thereafter may he become defiled.

And further, although the degrees of being are various, yet all
are good. Observe the human body, its limbs, its members, the
eye, the ear, the organs of smell, of taste, the hands, the finger-
nails. Notwithstanding the differences among all these parts,
each one within the limitations of its own being participateth
in a coherent whole. If one of them faileth it must be healed,
and should no remedy avail, that part must be removed.

SWAB#158x, SWAB#159x,
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To: Aqa Ali Akbar Attar
Date: 1902 ca.

O knower of divine mysteries! Surely you have noted in authen-
tic narratives that one day an unfortunate person said to the
brilliant star and radiant light of the ethereal horizon, His Ho-
liness the Prince of the Faithful (peace be upon him): “If you
trust in divine aid, protection, preservation and shelter, cast
yourself down from the roof.” That Chief of the God-fearing
replied: “It behooveth not the servant to test his Lord. Rather
it is for the Master to test His servant. Testing is not befitting
for the seeker; rather testing is among the prerogatives of the
Sought One. It is not for me to test the Truth; rather it is He
Who tests.”

Furthermore, the Arab tribes collectively hastened to the pres-
ence of the Prophet, and each tribe sought a test and requested
a miracle and sign. One opened his tongue saying “Until thou
bring God and the angels before us.” Another said “Or thou
ascend to heaven.” Another made the excuse “Or thou have
a garden of date palms and grapes, and cause rivers to gush
forth in their midst.” Another declared “Until thou cause a
spring to gush forth from the earth.” And likewise others, each
seeking to test that Lord of all worlds. In answer to all He
said: “Say: Glory be to my Lord! Am I aught but a mortal
messenger?” Similarly in the clear text of the Quran He says:
“If I had knowledge of the unseen, I should have secured abun-
dance for myself, and I know not what shall befall me or you
tomorrow.”

These verses were revealed in response to those souls who
sought to test that Light of Truth, and this was the height of
audacity. Thus did they receive a severe reply, and the purpose
of none was achieved, and all arose in vehement denial. And
if proof is intended, proof must be universal, not particular,
else matters would degenerate into children’s games and the
gathering of mysteries would become a magician’s arena. For
if every soul had a whim, then the Guide of nations would have
to become, among all peoples, the plaything of every mindless
and uncomprehending one. And surely you would not consent
to this.
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Repeatedly certain souls would send blank and unmarked pa-
pers saying these were petitions and requesting answers. An-
swers were written. Then it was observed that such letters
were arriving continuously; matters had degenerated into a
game. Therefore we ceased giving answers. Among these was
Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Sadiq - you may inquire and investigate
in Tehran itself that an explicit answer was written. Then in
view of these considerations which contravene the way of all
Prophets, saints and servants at the divine threshold, this door
was closed....
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To: Mirza Muhammad Khan son of Mirza Abdu’llah et al., in
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of the Truth! Your spiritual letter arrived. Although
its contents made us sad in one respect, since it indicated the
grief and sorrow of that illumined heart, yet in another respect
it brought complete solace, for it showed that you are renowned
throughout the horizons and exposed as a passionate lover -
that is, you are famous for purchasing that divine Joseph and
are known for being bewildered and enraptured.

I am lost, O Love, possessed and dazed,
Love’s fool am I, in all the earth.
They call me first among the crazed,

Though I once came first for wit and worth.

i In any case, give thanks to God that you have become fa-

mous throughout the horizons for love of Him and renowned
among the illumined ones for being enraptured by that peer-
less Beloved. You wear a chain from those musk-scented locks
around your neck and a fetter from that ambergris-scattering
snare in your throat. What honor could be greater than being
exposed as one in love with Him and seeking His countenance?

Consider how that renowned person gave you such promises,
but after achieving his lofty goal grew heedless, cast aside faith-
fulness and practiced faithlessness. Know then that other than
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the kind Lord there is no faithful friend. God willing, He will
show solicitude and grant boundless joy to the grieving heart.
Place your trust in Him and be free from all else. Reliance on
ministers is a burden and trust in princes is the greatest abase-
ment. O friend, know this: no one but God can help man.
Trust in Him - “the day when God will enrich all through His
abundance” is the greatest glad tidings. Write in reply to that
person: “Whosoever places his trust in God, He is sufficient for
him. Verily God suffices all things from all things, but noth-
ing suffices from God your Lord.” And in the Qur’an He says:
“And whosoever fears God, He will make a way out for him
and provide for him from whence he expects not.”

I place my hope in the Glorious Lord and He is the Protec-
tor and Helper. This fame is my eternal glory and this expo-
sure is my everlasting success. All the friends of God in their
own time became exposed before the world, but that exposure
was not shame - it was eternal glory. That ill repute was not
disgrace - it was everlasting triumph. As you observe today,
the successful ones of the world take pride and glory in having
some connection to those who were thus exposed. When Mirza
Aqga Khan-i-Nuri, the former Prime Minister, traced his fam-
ily lineage through the historian Nuri to the maidservant of
Abu’l-Salt Haravi, that entire household held a great celebra-
tion, rejoicing “Praise be to God that this family’s lineage has
been connected to the kind maidservant of Abu’l-Salt!” Yet in
his own time Abu’l-Salt was exposed before the world and ill-
reputed among the nations. Now it is proven that exposure in
God’s path is eternal glory and everlasting sovereignty. “Take

'77

heed, O you who have eyes to see!

I hope that through God’s help and grace He will become the
Supporter and Helper and make you free from obligation to
any prince or minister. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou yearning flame, thou who art afire with the love of
God! T have read thy letter, and its contents, well-expressed
and eloquent, delighted my heart, showing as they did thy deep
sincerity in the Cause of God, thy persevering steps along the
pathway of His Kingdom, and thy staunchness in His Faith —
for of all great things, this is the greatest in His sight.

How many a soul hath turned itself unto the Lord and entered
into the protective shadow of His Word, and become famed
throughout the world — for example, Judas Iscariot. And then,
when the tests grew harsh and the violence thereof intensi-
fied, their feet slipped on the pathway and they turned back-
ward from the Faith after having acknowledged its truth, and
they denied it, and fell away from harmony and love into mis-
chief and hate. Thus became visible the power of tests, which
maketh mighty pillars to tremble and shake.

Judas Iscariot was the greatest of the disciples, and he sum-
moned the people to Christ. Then it seemed to him that Jesus
was showing increasing regard to the Apostle Peter, and when
Jesus said, ‘Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
My church,” these words addressed to Peter, and this singling
out of Peter for special honour, had a marked effect on the
Apostle, and kindled envy within the heart of Judas. For this
reason he who had once drawn nigh did turn aside, and he
who had believed in the Faith denied it, and his love changed
to hate, until he became a cause of the crucifixion of that glo-
rious Lord, that manifest Splendour. Such is the outcome of
envy, the chief reason why men turn aside from the Straight
Path. So hath it occurred, and will occur, in this great Cause.
But it doth not matter, for it engendereth loyalty in the rest,
and maketh souls to arise who waver not, who are fixed and
unshakeable as the mountains in their love for the Manifest
Light.

Convey thou unto the handmaids of the Merciful the message
that when a test turneth violent they must stand unmoved,
and faithful to their love for Baha. In winter come the storms,
and the great winds blow, but then will follow spring in all its
beauty, adorning hill and plain with perfumed plants and red
anemones, fair to see. Then will the birds trill out upon the
branches their songs of joy, and sermonize in lilting tones from
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the pulpits of the trees. Erelong shall ye bear witness that the
lights are streaming forth, the banners of the realm above are
waving, the sweet scents of the All-Merciful are wafted abroad,
the hosts of the Kingdom are marching down, the angels of
heaven are rushing forward, and the Holy Spirit is breathing
upon all those regions. On that day thou shalt behold the
waverers, men and women alike, frustrated of their hopes and
in manifest loss. This is decreed by the Lord, the Revealer of
Verses.

As to thee, blessed art thou, for thou art steadfast in the Cause
of God, firm in His Covenant. I beg of Him to bestow upon thee
a spiritual soul, and the life of the Kingdom, and to make thee
a leaf verdant and flourishing on the Tree of Life, that thou
mayest serve the handmaids of the Merciful with spirituality
and good cheer.

Thy generous Lord will assist thee to labour in His vineyard
and will cause thee to be the means of spreading the spirit of
unity among His handmaids. He will make thine inner eye to
see with the light of knowledge, He will forgive thy sins and
transform them into goodly deeds. Verily He is the Forgiving,
the Compassionate, the Lord of immeasurable grace.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1902 ca.

My God, my God! You see my evenings and mornings, my
intense need and extreme attachment to remembering Your
loved ones in my comings and goings. How can I remember
You when my tongue, like my heart, falls short of delving into
the oceans of Your knowledge and grows weary in expressing
Your remembrance and praise? My wings, O my God, have
become too weak to ascend to the atmosphere of the heaven of
Your attributes and descriptions. My pen has dried up and my
pages have folded before I could explain and spread Your names
and attributes. No path remains for me except returning to the
remembrance of Your loved ones, describing Your chosen ones,
and showing humility and submissiveness before Your trustees.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

el 538 5 s s Slew 65 A1 A
ol 5 s 3 St §T Al L3
o Ol GUE L), ST LS
Ok & OLis 5 Sbe ke G o2
ALl K s Sl, ST
5 Kilosl ;ﬁ::u o Lo ;\}z Jd! :%;J\
6,»4; G Oy 2 u;h‘\;‘f\eu»-
Y\J..MUAL}JJ\A Sslas Sl
5 Sl iy St 53 Q) )

Sl g o2l gyl

11


http://www.bahai.org/r/254278122
https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA87
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMAB/mmab-114.html
https://www.bahai.org/r/420375805
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_5/Issue_14

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

ABO00853

2 My God, my God! Verily Your servant Ahsan al-Hasan Abu’l-
Hasan fell prostrate when the dawn of Your guidance broke,
the morning of Your providence breathed, the lightning of Your
glad tidings spread, and the horizons were encompassed by the
call of Your glorious Herald announcing the nearness of Your
manifestation in the secure city with a resounding voice, O
my Great Lord. He endured the persecution of the heedless,
faced the ignorant, drank the cup of tribulation from the hand
of the deniers, and no day passed except that the taunts of
the scorners wounded him, the arrows of the insulters were
aimed at him, and he fell under the blame of the atheists -
until the Sun of Truth rose from the horizon of Your lordship
and the heavenly lights spread from the dawning-place of Your
mercy. Then he fell prostrate before You weeping, answered
Your call, turned to Your heights, his brow was illumined with
the light of guidance, his heart was filled with remembrance
and praise, and his tongue proclaimed the Most Great Glad
Tidings, saying “O joy to me! O glad tidings to me! For the
Luminary of Guidance has bestowed upon me the light of the
Great Guidance!”

3 He continued, O my God, to call upon Your name, his tongue
stammering with Your remembrance, his brow shining with
Your light, serving Your Cause, helping Your religion, a banner
of Your remembrance, a sign among Your signs amidst Your
creation - until You ordained for him the honor of meeting
You, cast upon him the word of piety, revealed to him what was
hidden, confirmed him in steadfastness and firmness upon Your
most faithful covenant and Your most protective shelter, and in
firmness in Your Cause which made the limbs of the wretched
tremble. Then You made him drink the cup of death, raised
him to the Kingdom of salvation, honored him at Your holy
threshold, O Lord of signs, and admitted him to Your paradise
through Your favors, bounty and benevolence, protected from
all calamities.

Lord, Lord! Settle him in Your dwelling, admit him to Your
holy court, shade him with the tree of Your companionship,
perfect Your favor upon him, complete Your mercy for him,
grant him nearness to You, and honor him with meeting You.
Verily You are the Generous, You are the Merciful, the Com-
passionate.

Lord, Lord! Make his illustrious descendant follow in his foot-
steps, chanting his prayers, reciting his words, so that he may
be his hidden secret, his evident successor, his glorious light,
his mighty proof, and a remembrance of Abdul-Baha from his
father - serving Your Cause, firm in the path of Your justice,

B e Ul e ) STae O A B
@awj&\»}éw\xf
GOV Tl 5 Syl Ll 5 Sl
MG Sopeb s B S e
>L@L¢\Jéjﬁla’.d\q)lidb)oﬂw\/\
S K A s sl G W
o I on or ade by G Al e
é}}&f@‘ Lw“—l‘:u;«wwl—wﬁ\&b
Gl et ey Ol d) (WJ
B S LY o, Sals B e
P&, Sl &&L@égﬁw
Lgm,fw,r}&wb,,&m
soladly sl s 5 ST ST s Sl
GBI 2Ly b b L bl oSl
AN B 5 oo sl e

Gl pededs Sl ALY,
J,‘v [ Szt A s ST

o Sl o 0SS A K b
@\,;w\uﬂaju)xy&‘d,
B g op b d bl il 1 ok
A S FRCTC N P PR
S G w15 B a5 G,V
aVl s:f slaall Jal (&3 4 Oyl dl
slocdl O S A by 5 361 K i
ws\,uww,\,&.umuﬂ,
Sl 5 S 5 Sl Kb G

SN o bpae

el d sl Sy G 4! Y
de K85 Sl i ol b, S
Sl 23 4))) &.@a}éﬁ,&;@
il Sy S il SIS 6 2
= o)

ol i B A Jor) S O
o 05 G el Sk alall 3&;,-
g) c::j” oy s B oyy s ) adls
St Y Lol 4 e Tl LEE
ST Kos e s e e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 12



Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

ABO00976

steadfast in Your religion, spreading Your remembrance, sup-
plicating to You, relying upon You. Verily You are the Helper,
the Confirmer, the Powerful, the Generous, the Bestower. And
verily You are the Pardoning, the Forgiving, the Kind, the Ac-
cepting of Repentance.
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To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1902 ca.

O Lord! O Cleaver of the dawn, Quickener of spirits, and
Creator of forms! All doors are closed to me save the door of
Your mercy, and all paths are cut off except the path of Your
bounty. The water of success has dried up and the heaven of
prosperity has withdrawn save the spring of Your compassion.
The horizons have darkened and the gloom of tribulation has
intensified, yet the lights of Your supreme favors have shone
forth and gleamed.

The armies of calamities have attacked, the forces of misfor-
tunes have advanced, the banners of afflictions have been
raised, the fire of adversities has blazed, and Your sincere
servants have been surrounded by factions of ignorant divines,
Pharisees and foolish priests. The fires of hatred have flared
and the tempests of animosity have blown against every lamp
that has been kindled with the fire of Your love and has
radiated with the light of Your knowledge. They found no
fault with him except that he was granted the light of divine
gifts and the warmth of love during the descent of calamities,
until they stirred up the dust of tyranny and the furnace of
calumny boiled over, and this servant fell under the claws of
oppression.

By Your glory! The palpitation of my heart in Your love will
not cease even if the arrows of calamity follow in succession
and the spears of trials come one after another. Rather, I
beseech You with all humility and supplication: Increase, O
my God, my tribulation in Your path, and ordain for me every
affliction in Your love, and let me drink the cup of the greatest
adversity, and taste the honey of the supreme ordeal, and cast
me into the darkest prisons under chains and fetters out of love
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for Your beauty, passion for Your countenance and desire for
Your good-pleasure.

Rather, I beseech You in the darkness of nights and at dawn
and daybreak to ordain for me in Your path to fall into the
depths of seas, or descend into the bellies of deserts, or be
crucified upon tree trunks throughout the lands. This is the
utmost of my hopes and the ultimate of my desires and my
greatest wish and aspiration through Your grace, bounty and
benevolence. I know of no greater gift in existence than this.
This is the comfort of my spirit, the desire of my heart, the
expansion of my breast, my life and my salvation. This is my
supreme cross and this is my couch in the Kingdom and this is
my crown from the outpouring of the Realm of Might. Ordain
for me, O my God, my greatest desire and hope. Verily You
are the Lord of bounty and benevolence, You are the Kind, the
Merciful, and You are the Mighty, the Bestower.

Then I beseech You, O my God, to assist Your servant who is
submissive to Your sovereignty, humble at the gate of Your one-
ness, and supplicating to Your Kingdom, to serve You. Lord!
Strengthen his back in servitude to You, make every difficulty
easy for him through Your bounty, facilitate his affairs in Your
worship, expand his breast through Your knowledge, cause his
tongue to speak Your remembrance, illumine his sight by wit-
nessing Your signs, make him hear the melodies of the birds of
holiness in the gardens of Your Kingdom, assist him with the
hosts of Your angels, aid him with a company from the Con-
course of Your mercy, diffuse through him Your fragrances, and
send through him Your breezes. Verily You are the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Dear, the Beloved.
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AB11645

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Yazd
Date: 1902 ca.

Two letters with your seal arrived but neither had a date. The
first letter was about Jenab Ustad Aga Sabbagh. A special let-
ter has been written to him and his daughter, the handmaiden
of God, which is enclosed. Regarding that sum of money from
before, they had inquired from Tehran two months ago what

Semr Ly o)ly Ll O ik o
skl Ol e dyl 0 2l 'é)b'
Olame Alldsl 5 Ol & 5y Floo (B
Cubgr 53 28 php popat S

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 14


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=160

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

AB11645

should be done with it. The response was written that it should
be sent for the sacred edifice in Haifa which in these days is
being built with utmost difficulty. If you had written earlier,
it would have been divided - a portion for the sacred edifice
and a portion designated for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. But now
that has passed.

As for the second letter regarding teaching gatherings and
study classes for teaching, both men and women - this is very
appropriate. In the West most of the men and women believers
are engaged in teaching and learning, even writing - so far more
than fifty apologetic works proving the Cause of God have been
written by the leaves, published and circulated. The loved
ones of Iran and the believing women of that blessed clime
must surely seek to surpass other regions and excel, and this
depends on organizing teaching gatherings and study classes
for teaching.

Regarding the names of the divine friends - the loved ones of
Qamsar, Mazgan, Jasb and other areas - according to the reg-
ister you had written, detailed letters were written and sent
to each locality a short while ago. The matter of encouraging
abstinence from tobacco was very appropriate. If this becomes
widespread it would be very suitable, but through encourage-
ment and motivation to quit.

The matter of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is very important in
all regions. Give this matter great importance as it is the
magnet for divine confirmations and assistance. Today these
two matters - one the establishment of Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and
the other organizing teaching gatherings and classes in divine
proofs and evidences - are important. It is obligatory and in-
cumbent upon each of the loved ones of God to strive with
heart and soul in this matter.

Regarding the descent of the Lord’s mercy and the bounty of
rain, supplications and entreaties have been and will continue
to be made at the threshold of the Lord. God willing, heavenly
grace and blessing will encompass all and God will assist you
in this undertaking.

; And regarding the inheritance of the late Aqa Abu’l-Qasim

Qamsari, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, which
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you distributed among the friends due to their hardship - this
was accepted and the receipt is enclosed.

Cad 423 d},a; RS wé\}
INBAS85:400, BRL__DAK#0199, YIA.340-

341

AB01129

To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye resplendent stars on the horizon of God’s love! Praise
be to God that the rays of the Sun of Truth have caused you
to be resplendent in the East and in the West and have made
you shining lamps in the assemblage of humankind. Ye have
become verdant through the showers of the clouds of eternal
bounty and as radiant and luminous as the faces of the fair. On
the Preserved Tablet of existence ye are lucid verses and in the
Outspread Scroll of the Unseen World ye are vivid signs. Ye
are the manifestations of Divine Unity and the dawning places
of the lights of His Singleness. Ye have one and all partaken of
the everlasting bounty of the Perspicuous Light [Baha’u’llah]
and gleam like clear mirrors refulgent with the grace emanating
from the Sun of the Divine World. Strive ye, therefore with
heart and soul that all the hearts may be cleansed and mirror
forth this light, that the rays of God may shine on all alike and
the world of creation may be adorned anew.

O ye friends of God! The purpose of that divine Educator in
giving us these teachings is so that we may shine like candles
in the company of our fellow men, that we may become de-
tached from the world and all its attractions, be the cause of
enlightenment to those around us, lift up the flag of sanctity,
spread the holy fragrances and join the ranks of the hosts of
salvation and the quickeners of mankind. That Blessed Tree
[Baha’u’llah] has cast His protective shadow over us and that
Phoenix of the Realm of Immortality has taken us under his
wings and has trained us with ineffable loving providence and
gracious favour. How can we take one moment’s rest or seek
one second’s comfort on the couch of ease now that He has
taken His flight to the Realm of the Unseen? I swear by God!
Let us rather forget ourselves utterly; close our eyes to the com-
forts of this transient world, to the luxuries of these ephemeral
delights. Let us become entirely enthralled by Him, sacrifice
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ourselves for Him, long for martyrdom in the arena of His ado-
ration, and until our last breath strive to be worthy of Him by
surrendering ourselves to chains and fetters, to swords and dag-
gers so that we might be among the spiritual ones of the Eter-
nal Kingdom, so that we may become the repositories of His
mysteries, so that when the Call “O soul that art well-assured,
return well-pleased and well-pleasing unto Him,” reaches our
ears we may fly towards that Loving Lord dancing with joy,
jubilant with happiness, and celebrating.
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ABO01355

To: Louise Elise Gibbons, in New York
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the Fragrances of God!

> I have read thy beautiful letter containing beautiful signifi-
cances and indicating that which hath occurred to thy heart of
spiritual events, and that which hath encompassed thy spirit of
merciful thoughts. This is from the bounty of Thy Lord upon
thee and upon every maid-servant chosen by His mercy in this
new age.

(Question: “Master, who art thou? Art thou the Christ?”)

As to what thou asked concerning me: Verily, I say unto thee,
that I am indeed an humble, submissive and imploring servant
of God; a servant of His Beloved; a messenger of the exaltation
of His Word; a spreader of His Fragrances; an extoller of the
banner of love and harmony; a promoter of the greatest peace
among all nations and tribes; a kindler of the fire of the love
of God in the hearts of the people; a runner to the place of
martyrdom in the Cause of God; a yearner for every calamity
in the love of God; a longer for suspension upon the cross for
the love of the beloved; a herald of the Kingdom of God among
the sects of all horizons. This is my station and condition;
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this is my blazing crown; this is my glorious throne; because
my servitude to the Holy Threshold is my brilliant light, my
shining star and my drawn sword; and beside this I have no
other name.

5 Then know that for the dominion of the reality of Christ there
is no beginning and there is no end. Everlastingly that lumi-
nous Entity hath been sitting on the throne of might and ev-
erlastingly It will have a penetrating dominion over the worlds
of existence. This dominion is eternal and everlasting and has
no abrupt end.

6 (Question: “When is the time of the millenium? Will I see it?)

7 Concerning the one thousand years as recorded in the Book:
It signifieth the beginning of this Manifestation until the end
of its predominance throughout the contingent world; because
this Cause is great, its powers are growing and its signs are
dazzling. It shall continue in elevation, exaltation, growth,
promulgation and promotion until it shall reach the apex of its
glory in one thousand years—as the day of this Manifestation is
one thousand years. Thou shalt see its conquering power, its
manifest dominion, its eternal might and its everlasting glory.

8 (Question: “At the time of thy departure will there not be
some great spiritual manifestation all over the earth?”)

9 As to the question of “after my departure” to the neighborhood
of the mercy of my Lord: Know there shall appear wonderful
traces; the breath of God shall pass by; the fragrance of God
shall spread and the Spirit of God shall run in the body of
the contingent world both before and after my departure; but
I supplicate God that He may grant the greatest spirituality
in these days. Endeavor, therefore, that thou mayest have a
great portion in it.

10 (Question: “What did the vision of a paper signify in my
dream?”)

11 Concerning the appearance of a paper in thy dream, before
thine eyes, which thou wast unable to read: Thou shalt read
it through the permission of God and thou shalt comprehend
its meanings. It is a diary of the Word of God and the divine
mysteries.

TAB.658-660, BSC.472 #890-891x, CUPAB.011x, BSTW#110b, BSTW+#207b
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To: Baha’is of Abadih
Date: 1902 ca.

O faithful friends in the Abha Beauty!

By reason of the oppression and atrocities that have befallen
those two souls whom the people of the world have wronged,
ye have raised the cry of lamentation and grieving and have
wept and sighed bitterly. This is meet and right, for those two
gazelles of the meadow of oneness were held fast in the talons of
ferocious beasts, and those two nightingales of the rose-garden
of divine unity were gripped in the claws of depraved ravens.

There is no doubt that as a result of those dire woes and suffer-
ings the hearts of the friends of God have been set aflame like
unto a candle and they bemoan their grief with tearful eyes. I
swear by God, besides Whom there is none other God, were
ye to scrutinize carefully, ye would observe that every tree,
every rock or clod of earth hath wept sore over this grievous
injustice and hostility, and is wasted away by reason of this
world-consuming fire.

Indeed, those wronged ones had never hurt the feelings of even
a moth, nor had they ever put forth the hand of molestation
toward a helpless ant. They were innocent of any crime and
sought no refuge except the threshold of the Ever-Living, Self-
Subsisting Lord. They had committed no error save that of
having shaken off their slumber, and had incurred no guilt
but that of becoming captive to His musk-laden tresses. Their
grave offence was to display a glimpse of the beauty of the
heavenly Peacock. To do this they spread out the plumage of
sanctity and intoned sweet melodies even as the warbling of
a nightingale. This was the only guilt they had committed;
their faithfulness was regarded as a crime, and their sincerity
as deceit. Yet notwithstanding their manifold expressions of
love and fellowship, the ravening wolves attacked those two ra-
diant, Joseph-like beings and ripped open not only their shirts
but their breasts. Indeed so vehement was their hatred and
rancour that they unhesitatingly shed their sacred blood. Ere-
long will God punish those wicked-doers, both in this world
and hereafter for that which they have wrought and will bring
dire humiliation upon them in this life and in the next. Verily,
God is the Avenger, the Almighty.

As to those blessed souls: they will, even as the doves of holi-
ness, wing their flight unto the Concourse on high and in the
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meads of the Abha Kingdom will burst into melodious songs,
whose strains of sanctity will exhilarate every attentive ear,
and whose wondrous accents will be heard at all times by the
people of abiding faithfulness. What gift is there greater than
this? What blessing is mightier than shedding these few drops
of blood in the path of the peerless Lord? What felicity is
more meritorious than the bounty of being aided by the mys-
tery of sacrifice to consecrate themselves to the love of the
Abha Beauty? May my life be offered up for those two mar-
tyrs; may my whole being be sacrificed for their sake; may my
heart be laid down as a ransom for them. Verily, this is a
supreme favour, this is a most glorious felicity.

And upon you be salutation and praise.
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AB11656

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O Herald of the Covenant! I am excused from sending a de-
tailed and comprehensive reply, for you do not know in what
ocean I am immersed and submerged. I swear by the Ancient
Beauty that I have not a moment’s rest, nor do I find the op-
portunity to serve each of the loved ones of God as I should
and as is befitting, and to write detailed letters. That which is
being written now is itself due to the mighty confirmations of
the All-Forgiving Lord, otherwise what can a single tongue ac-
complish, even if it were to become the kingdom of utterance?

In any case, I have before me your brief letter that you had
written to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi, and its questions will be
answered to the extent possible. God willing, other questions
that you had written to Jinab-i-Ismu’llah will receive a detailed
reply when time permits shortly.

First question: unsigned and unsealed documents should be
returned to be signed and sealed, as without these they are
not worthy of trust. There are many documents and numerous
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scribes and countless intermediaries - perhaps one might make
a mistake and send something without seal and signature.

Second question: regarding published documents, if the word-
ing of one differs from another, should the meanings differ
then inquire about it, but if the meanings correspond while
the words differ, there is no harm.

O Herald of the Covenant! Have patience and forbearance,
there is no other solution. God willing, replies will be given.
At present the greatest service of these servants is the diffusion
of the divine fragrances and teaching those who are veiled and
explaining the clear verses. As much as you can, engage in
this important matter. This is the time of laying foundations
and the season of sowing seeds. Encourage all the friends to
teach and speak of this mighty cause in spiritual gatherings.
‘Abdu’l-Baha is devoted to these important matters. Follow
the example of your companion on this straight path.

i Some divine friends desire order and arrangement in this great

day - this is very good, but now is the time of establishment,
not the time of adjustment and organization. Think about
establishing the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. First the planting of trees
is necessary, then pruning and arranging.

Convey longing greetings to all the friends of God. And upon
you be glory and praise.
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AB01607

To: Siyyid Muhammad Javad et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1902 ca.

O divine friends! Although numerous letters were written dur-
ing this long period to the old and new loved ones, but the
newly arrived letter containing the names of those chiefs of
the realm of the love of God created such a state upon reading
those names that control slipped from my hands. Involuntarily
I engaged in praising these righteous ones, so that the passion
and joy of this heart might cast a ray upon the world of heart
and soul of the free ones and illuminate East and West. If
you knew with what excitement and joy I am now engaged in
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dictating this letter, you would surely not be contained in the
garment of the body from ecstasy and delight. Spirits would
take flight, souls would become intimate with mystery, and
hearts would harmonize with eternal joy. This is naught but
from the grace and favor of the Lord God. And upon you be
greetings and praise.

My God, my God! Aid these servants to raise high the banner
of the Covenant and to exalt Thy Word throughout all regions,
and forgive, O my Glorious Lord, Thy servant ‘Abbas-‘Ali from
the people of Riz-i-Lanjan who drank the cup of tribulation and
adversity in Thy path and was afflicted with persecution by the
hateful ones among Thine enemies who made him drink the cup
of torment and inflicted upon him the severest punishment un-
til he ascended unto Thee and arrived at Thy gate, supplicat-
ing unto Thee, prostrating before Thee. O Lord! Grant him a
blessed habitation and ordain for him every good in Thy most
exalted Kingdom. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Powerful,
the Bestower.
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AB12166

To: Aga Abdu’l Mahmud (Isfahan), in Ishqabad
Date: 1902 ca.

Praise be unto God Who hath adorned the human reality with
manifest signs of divine love, and hath illumined all existent
beings with the light of attraction, in such wise that they have
become harmonized, interconnected, and mutually attracted
through the power of heaven. Verily, union, assemblage, mar-
riage, intermingling, association, and integration are the cause
of life for all beings, whereas dissolution, separation, dissocia-
tion, divorce, and division lead to the death and destruction of
created things.

God hath created no being but that its existence doth depend
upon the association, composition, and intermingling of simple,
primal elements—whereas all that God hath decreed of death,
destruction, and extinction occurreth by way of the dissolu-
tion, separation, dispersion, and dissociation of the principal
constituent parts. Whensoever the natures and elements are
gathered, joined, paired, and intermingled, a living being or
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composite entity is formed, fashioned, and brought into exis-
tence. And whensoever they dissociate, separate, and disperse,
then that being shall deteriorate, decline, and fall from its sta-
tion of existence within creation.

Thus, God hath made harmony the cause of life, and discord
the cause of death, and hath ordained that coupling, union,
and mutual attraction between the hearts of the servants and
maidservants through the bond of matrimony be the cause of
joy and prosperity of both body and soul. “Glory be to Him
Who hath created all the pairs, of such things as the earth
produceth, and of themselves, and of things beyond their ken.”8
This, verily, is an evidence of His tender mercy, bounty, and
grace unto His devoted servants.

We beseech God to make this marriage to be a cause of felicity,
advancement, honour, glory, upliftment, and freedom, so that
from this servant and handmaiden there may issue forth many
souls who will worship God, bow down in adoration before
Him, be devoted and sincere in their faith, and arise to render
service to Him and to the world of humanity. He, verily, is the
Beneficent, the All-Merciful.

O God, my God! Bless Thou the two parties to this marriage,
this Thy servant and this Thy handmaiden, both of whom
believe in Thy oneness, testify to Thy unity, and are attracted
to Thy Kingdom. Ordain for them every good and make their
marriage to be a cause of loftiness, honour, perfection, light,
and mercy for evermore. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the Compassionate, and Thou art He Who is loving and kind
to His handmaidens and servants.
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AB12871

To: Gabriel Sacy, in Paris
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the sweet savors of God! The
treatise thou didst compose hath been received. Blessed be thy
heart for what hath inspired it, and blessed be thy pen for hav-
ing written those eloquent and perspicuous words so pregnant
with meaning. I declare unto thee in truth that this treatise
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is a gift bestowed upon thee from thy Lord and a bounty con-
ferred by Him. Erelong shall the renown thereof reverberate
throughout the world and its fame be noised abroad amongst
the illumined ones. This is due to the grace of thy Lord.

2 As to our delay in replying until now: the remainder of thine
address in Arabic hath not come to hand, else would we have
answered thee. God willing, upon thy return, the rest of the
address will reach us, whereupon shall we peruse it in its en-
tirety and send it back to thee. At that time wilt thou publish
it in French and English only, and it shall be circulated in
America. I beseech God that this address may exert a mighty
influence upon the people; He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the
All-Glorious.

3 As to the new work thou hast undertaken: Once completed,
send it to us through Ahmad Effendi with one of the believers
coming from Port Sa’id whenever convenient. As to thy pres-
ence here: The best course is that thou shouldst go to Beirut
and tarry there for a number of days, then proceed to Haifa
and likewise remain there several days, then come directly to
‘Akka to join thy kindred and keep company with them while
also visiting me from time to time. This, if thy being here is
essential; otherwise, thou art closer to me than any near one,
and we shall correspond with thee regarding all necessary mat-
ters while thou remainest in Egypt, occupied with thy work
and interests.

i I implore God to aid and assist thee, and to protect all who
are related to thee.

5 O my friend! Set thyself to kindling the fire of the love of God
in the hearts of His servants and handmaids in Paris, that
they may gather together and unite, and be attracted and
gladdened, rejoicing in that God hath opened before their faces
the gates to His mighty Kingdom.

ADMS#363

& o //) PP XY //

uﬁu )c‘b)jde

Muﬂuwvu;.u JJL«,LU,

d‘; K;,\dbﬂj@;@f@kﬁ-y\;

s | *L&u\o.wjﬁu\m;wﬂu

4 I s o A e g -
£ o I\ | R Sy WA R VL
- R s ot ~sr0% - - oo S0 0%
wi ” P E PR

Sl G dae i e O5L d,\n ;L>‘>J\
3/ e“E// //) - P T s - Z/)‘
> 5 tA ‘_Ll .‘ﬂ)j,a:- ‘J .VUS il

e af 4 S5 ) B4
SA | Uh & 3 dl £ (Lﬁ

%UBY\M@L) M\

@u\\)\,@w; J),» 15) Vs .,\,

o &S

oSk

gper s oo Y

,)J&.‘!;:J_L\a}ad\dﬂdu\)
g -
u}bdm\n\.&)\.‘;ubd.lccswli{

P

4.:1,4\) AM\s-wT

g ‘)"*‘ e" w‘_)b

fk’“ jb;{\lﬂ 9‘:& rg‘fﬁ; Je

ADMS+#363

"/

2 R )/;/

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 24


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/tablet-abdul-baha-gabriel-sacy-9/
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/tablet-abdul-baha-gabriel-sacy-9/

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II AB01954
ABO01954

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Yazd

Date: 1902 ca.

O exalted branch of the Blessed Tree! Give thanks to the Lord & > 57 K2 S)ls 0,0 s sl

that you are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament,
and are praised, accepted and near to the threshold of the Lord
God. You have found repose beneath the Blessed Tree and at-
tained the ultimate hopes of those who are near. Know the
value of this station and arise day and night in praise and glo-
rification. Supplicate and say: “O Lord of bounty and favor,
of protection and shelter, of grace and safeguarding! May the
end of days be distinguished from the beginning, and may life’s
conclusion be the opening of favors. May grace and favor reach
me each moment, and forgiveness and mercy be bestowed with
every breath, until I return beneath the extended shade, un-
der the raised banner, to the praised Kingdom. Thou art the
Bestower, the Kind, and Thou art the Lord of generosity and
benevolence.”

> Regarding the word “‘Asq” about which you wrote that it is
narrated from His Holiness the Bagir, peace be upon him, that
from the word “‘Asq” is meant the years of the manifestation
of His Holiness the Qa’im - though if I had time I would write
a detailed explanation, but what can be done when there is no
opportunity to breathe or chance for brief expression, let alone
for lengthy elaboration. However, two words will be written
with utmost brevity, and for the righteous ones it refers to the
scrolls and books, and that is this, and there can be no clearer
explanation than this nor greater indication than this: The nu-
merical value of “‘Asq” is 230, which is connected and related
to the Gate of Remission. When the number of “Gate” [Bab]
is added to the number of “‘Asq” it becomes 235, and this is
the year of birth of the Light of Guidance, the Promised Qa’im
of the Family of the Cloak, the Primal Point, His Holiness the
Exalted - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him. This suffices,
and peace be upon whoever follows guidance.
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Date: 1902 ca.

O ye who have been drawn towards the divine threshold! The
light of guidance is brilliant and the beauty of the greatest of
bestowals is revealed in every assembly. The wine cup of the
Covenant is overflowing and the chalice of bounty gives life to
the illumined. The brightness of the manifest light shines forth
from the brow of the beloved friends and all the horizons radi-
ate with the gleams of the true dawn. The soul-entrancing call
of the Abha Beauty has been uplifted from His hidden king-
dom and the limitless grace streaming forth from that Lamp
of the Concourse on High has embraced everyone, both weak
and strong. The glad tidings of His loving providence descend
at every moment, His life-giving breath is blowing continually
and the gentle gales from the gardens of His Divine Unity are
continuously wafting and giving tidings of reunion. His noble
renown has shaken the world and the fame of His sanctity has
spread over the firmament.

And yet, despite this universal brightness and illumination the
blind call out: “Where is this manifest light?” The souls who
wander homeless cry: “Where is this impregnable stronghold?”
Those who have gone astray bewail: “Where is this straight
path?” Deaf, dumb, and blind, they will not return to the
Path! for the one who cannot see can only sense heat from
the sun’s radiant rays. Indeed, would to God they could at
least perceive some heat! Omne group says: “The texts of the
Gospel indicate the end of Revelation.” Another insists: “The
everlasting character of the Law of Moses is the explicit text
of the Torah and in these texts it is written that anyone who
claims an independent Revelation should be slain forthwith
despite his miracles” A third one says: “The “Seal of the
Prophets” is an unequivocal statement in the Qur’an.” And the
fourth retorts that the Promised One of the Bayan should come
in the year 2001 the year of the Mustaghath. This assemblage
of the blind is lost in the desert of bewilderment and yet the
Sun of Truth shines from the horizon of His Oneness with the
utmost brightness.

The warm rays of its effulgent light proclaim : “The perva-
sive potency of this heat shall so dissipate these sombre clouds
that no trace of their darkness shall remain and no shadow
from them shall be cast on the world which will henceforth be
illumined with the utmost power.”

1Qur’an 2:18.
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My purpose is this: The power of spirituality emanating from
the Most Great Name [Baha'u’llah] may my life be a sacrifice
to His loved ones will so affect the world that all the contrary
powers of darkness will be obliterated in the dusk of nothing-
ness. This is naught but the light-giving truth. Other than
this is manifest error.
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To: Gabriel Sacy, in Paris
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! Two let-
ters for thee have we sent to Paris, and we have written thee
concerning the address which thou didst compose and bring
to perfection. No doubt is there that the Spirit aided thee in
composing it. I beseech God that He may reward thee for this
and unlock before thy face the gates of understanding with
the keys of the bounties of the Holy Spirit, that thou mayest
be enabled to compose treatises even greater than this one for
the diffusion of the fragrances of God and the promotion of
His Word. Should it prove possible to publish the treatise in
English and French, there would be no objection to this; how-
ever, to print it in Arabic would not be permissible at this
time, out of wisdom for the sake of God’s Cause, nor must it
be dispatched to the Pope and heads of state, for its time will
come and its season shall arrive.

As to the Kitab-i-Iqan, it hath been translated by someone in
America and is now being prepared for publication.

Concerning the oil, send it to Ahmad Effendi Yazdi and he
will forward it with one of the believers when he cometh to
this land. Write thou detailed instructions for its use.

Verily do I beseech God to aid thee under all circumstances
and make thee a sign of His mercy amidst humankind. Be
thou confident in the grace of thy God and assured of the
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confirmations of thy Lord, standing firm in His Cause with
such steadfastness as will shake the pillars of error throughout
the whole world. Turn with devotion to thy God and chant the
verses of divine unity at morn and eventide, communing with
thy Lord in the dead of night and the break of dawn. Consort
with the believers in that spacious city, gather them together
in assemblages of supplication and prayer, and expound unto
them the greatness of the Cause and the supreme triumph they
have attained in these days of the Lord. By God, the True
One! The angels of heaven envy the bounty vouchsafed unto
the believers in these times, yet are the eyes of humanity veiled
therefrom. Erelong shall mysteries be revealed, lights shine
forth, and coverings be lifted from the face of truth. Then will
be made manifest the station of the righteous, and then will be
realized the everlasting glory which shall be theirs throughout
the succession of ages and centuries. Upon thee be greetings
and praise
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To: Mr Fitz Gerald

Date: 1902 ca.

O thou Godlike person and spiritual friend!

Verily God hath, through His bounty and grace, removed the
covering from off thine eyes and inspired thee the night in which
the Morn of Guidance dawned and the Holy Spirit breathed in
the being of “The Exalted, the Supreme”. Ye went out, desirous
to witness and visit the Lord, and awaited the appearance of
the Great Bounty in that brilliant night. Is there any evidence
greater than this to the discerning? No, by my Beloved, the
ABHA! This is a gift to which ye have been assigned among
mankind. Thank ye God for this bestowal in which the inspired
ones glory in the kingdom of heaven.

As to thee, strengthen thou thy back to spread that Spirit and
diffuse that Light and arise to serve the Cause of God in His
vineyard, so that thou mayest be of the first to call in the name
of God and draw nearer unto the Kingdom of thy Lord, the
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Glorious, the Supreme. Verily I say unto thee that if thou be
steadfast in this Cause, and arise with all thy power to promote
the Word of God in those regions, and exert thine utmost effort
to breathe the spirit of life into the hearts of the righteous, thou
wilt find thyself assisted by the angels of heaven and the hosts
of the Concourse on high. Thou wilt raise the banner of peace
and sound the clarion of love and unity throughout those lands,
guide the souls unto the wellspring of life, lead them unto the
arena of true understanding, grant them to drink from the cup
of certitude, quicken them with the breaths of the All-Merciful,
attire them with the robe of bounty, and give them to quaff of
the wine of faithfulness through the love of Baha. Thus will
they be awakened from the slumber of selfish desire and behold
the mighty signs of their Lord in this exalted creation. Better
is this for thee than all the glory and dominion of the world.

As to thy coming at this time to the Blessed Spot (Acca), this
is not in accordance with the wisdom revealed in the tablets.
Send unto us some of the traces of thy pen (writings) so that
we may see it and pray God to assist and render thee successful
in everything.

BRL__ATE#077x, BSW#17.08x, TAB.197-198

AB11671

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! Regarding what you wrote about
printing the Writings in the government press, a response was
previously sent to the chief of photographers and has surely
arrived by now. If it is agreeable and if the Hands of the
Cause of God deem it advisable, it may be submitted with
utmost wisdom to His Imperial Majesty that some of Blessed
Beauty’s Writings have been requested from foreign countries
to be printed together with their translations and sent to for-
eign lands, including Ishragat and Tajalliyat. Since there are
many seekers in Europe, great benefits would result if permis-
sion for printing is granted. Whatever royal command is is-
sued, obey and submit to it. Do not take any action, either
outwardly or inwardly, that contradicts the explicit will of the
sovereign, for this is categorically forbidden.
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2 As for what you wrote about scripts, the Nasta’liq script is very
acceptable. Therefore, if efforts are made to produce printing
type in Nasta’liq script, that would be most suitable. Regard-
ing the translation of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, no single person can
translate it. A group skilled in both the foreign language and
Arabic must translate it with utmost care. Otherwise it is very
difficult for one person to be able to translate it. They have
translated it in America but it is not complete.

Regarding the illumined resting place of His Holiness Badi’,
may the spirit of those near to God be sacrificed for him, it
is most acceptable and we have given its custodianship to the
builder and named that village Payk-i-Badi. However, this
must remain confidential. Wisdom now requires that you not
publicize this matter. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Annetta Latimer Woodward, in Baltimore
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who hast gained illumination from the Light of Guid-
ance! Verily, I perused thy brilliant letter, which showed that
thou hast advanced toward God, thy sight illumined by wit-
nessing the signs of God, thy heart cheered by the sacred and
spiritual breeze which is being blown from the garden of the
Kingdom of God. It behooveth thee to spend thy life, body
and blood in the path of God, for this mighty gift.

Verily, I inhale the fragrance of faithfulness from the believers
of that brilliant and pure city. I beg of God to make His beloved
and maid-servants in that city as one band, united in soul,
heart and tongue, even as stars assembled in the constellation
of Unity, although the distance between them is extensive and
the interval infinite.
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O maid-servant of God! Know thou, the first bounty from the
True One is love, unity and harmony, and without these all the
deeds pass in vain and give no result. Love is the result of the
Manifestation and the glorious purpose of the rising of Light
on the Mount, in the Sinai of the Forgiving Lord.

It is incumbent upon you (to act) with merciful harmony and
spiritual unity, so that the bounties of your Lord may embrace
you and make you as waves in this sacred, moving sea. This is
seemly of the believing women! This is the spirit of the assured
women! This is the light of the peaceful women! This is the
ultimate wish of the attracted women!

Verily, I beseech God to illumine thy sight by witnessing the
light of hopes and cause thee to speak His praise among the
maid-servants, and to make thee steadfast in this path, on
which feet have slipped through the power of tests.

; And I beg of Him to enable thee to confirm thy parents and

make thee a servant in His great vineyard, and cause the con-
solation of thine eye, thy noble child, to enter the garden of
His exalted Kingdom.
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To: Abdu’llah et al., in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye who are privy to mysteries and confidants of the pri-
vate chamber of secrets! Sultan Muhammad wrote a letter
mentioning the blessed names of those friends. When Abdul-
Baha recited the names of those spiritual ones, he opened his
tongue in thanksgiving at the threshold of the Divine Unity,
saying: “Praise be to God that in that land and region the
musk-scented breeze began to waft and souls were raised up
who chant the verses of unity, who have taken refuge in the
mighty pillar, and who in this new age have become the man-
ifestation of the favors of the Glorious Lord. They have torn
away the veil, drunk the cup of bounty, closed their eyes to all
save the Most Glorious Beauty, and shone forth like stars from
the horizon of the love of God.”
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2 Therefore I hope that through the sacrifice and self-surrender
of the friends that country will become illumined and that
clime will become the blowing place of life-giving breezes, so
that souls may be trained who are worthy of the cycle and
dispensation of His Divine Unity, who will manifest divine
characteristics until the radiance of that Celestial Beloved will
illumine the contingent world.

O my God, my God! These are Thy weak servants, and Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty over whatsoever Thou willest. O
Lord! Have mercy upon their impotence, their weakness, their
lowliness and their brokenness. Hear their supplications, their
prayers and their cries in the depths of night and at dawn.
Expand their breasts, strengthen their backs, make their af-
fairs easy, and perfect their joy through the appearance of Thy
manifest signs, the waving of Thy conquering standards, the
diffusion of Thy lights, the spreading of Thy mysteries, and
the revelation of Thy traces among Thy creation. Verily Thou
art the Confirmer, the Helper, the Generous, the Merciful, the
Kind, the Compassionate, the Loving.
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To: Marie Jackson, in Paris
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou of pure heart, illumined spirit, whose soul is attracted
to the Beauty of God!

2 I am aware of your services to the Cause of God in Amer-
ica, your profound attachment to the Kingdom of God, and
your earnest endeavors in Paris for fostering fellowship, unity,
and hospitality toward the loved ones of God, both men and
women.

O handmaid of God! I tell you truly that the angels of heaven
pray for you, and the denizens of the Abha Kingdom address
you, saying: “Glad tidings be unto thee, O honored one, for
what thou hast rendered and continuest to render in service to
God’s Kingdom! Glad tidings be unto thee for thy attachment
to the Beauty of God! Glad tidings be unto thee for thy faith
and certitude in the signs of God! Glad tidings be unto thee
for the noble sentiments showered upon thee from Abdul-Baha!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo i B 555 0 ) 20 L)
) Je J)

LKl Gl oY Steaz dhs G
SUb B e Jl B oSy Sl
bl el BLAN ) pla V1 2
&

o Ll SEe O 3 SO J ) il |
et S s gy eV Sl 5 e
o il ST o S0
&}ﬂ&gﬂﬁd\oﬂi&aj{.}
Ll Sl SlY S o il dls
b ) byl e S g Al

32


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=550

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

AB02534

Glad tidings be unto thee for this gift by which thy countenance
shall shine among the angels of heaven in God’s Kingdom!”

O handmaid of God! All glory is fleeting, even the glory of
kings and queens, but thy connection to the threshold of the
Kingdom is an eternal glory and a luminous jewel upon thy
brow in the Kingdom of thy Lord, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Convey my love and tenderness to my dear Mr. Russell wher-
ever he may be, and extend my greetings, praise, love and
affection to all the loved ones of God, both men and women,
in those regions.

We have purchased for thee a blessed plot of land which was the
site of the Blessed Beauty’s tent and which He would frequently
visit when He was in Haifa. This land is situated in the most
noble spot in Haifa from all directions, and when a house is
built upon it, it will command views of the east, west, south,
north, the sea, and Mount Carmel. I beseech God that it may
be blessed for thee in every way.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Known as Aqa Buzurg Shirazi
Date: 1902 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The letter from that
spiritual one was received by this evanescent servant. Do not be
sorrowful at his ascension to the seat of truth in the vicinity of
the Most Great Mercy, that is to say, the lamp of Baha, for that
lamp has been kindled in the glass of supreme forgiveness and
shines in the concourse on high. A prayer seeking forgiveness
was recited. Convey this to his noble son.

As for the delay in sending letters, you will surely excuse this
servant, for you do not know what storm and what waves and
turmoil exist. Surely the secretaries, dictators, scribes and
honored companions cannot manage to read all the incoming
papers, let alone write replies or addresses without being asked.
But the Ancient Beauty knows that this sound heart does not
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forget the friends for a moment and is not heedless for an in-
stant from companionship in remembering the loved ones. This
is the truth and this is how it is. Therefore, do not consider
yourself deprived and hold me excused.

My letter continuously arrives and reaches that kind friend.
In times of leisure, when oriented toward the Holy Shrine, ob-
serve carefully how spiritual letters and the clear Book arrive
through the trusted messenger. This is a truth in which there
is no doubt. I beseech God to make success your companion
and confirmation encompass you until you attain your desires
in this world and the next. Convey my abundant greetings
and multiplied yearnings to your fortunate descendant, and
deliver words of glorification on my behalf to your respected
wife who is mentioned before your Glorious Lord. Upon you
be greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid
Date: 1902 ca.

My God, my God! I am bewildered by Thy power and might,
and astounded by Thy will and choice, in that Thou hast de-
prived those who once circled round Thy sanctuary and drew
near to Thy sacred precincts and glory, who claimed kinship
with the threshold of Thy mercy and sought refuge in the cave
of Thy oneness.

When they broke Thy Covenant and Testament, Thou didst
pronounce upon them the word of chastisement and seized
them with severest punishment, banishing them from the pres-
ence of Thy uniqueness and withholding from them the tokens
of Thy mercy and depriving them of the loving-kindness of the
Manifestations of Thy singleness.

3 Then Thou didst choose spiritual souls, and select illumined
realities, and choose divine temples, and admit them into Thy
most glorious Paradise and Thy most exalted heaven, and re-
late them to Thyself, and strengthen the cord of their connec-
tion to Thee, and bring them into Thy presence, and make
them Thy brilliant signs and Thy waving standards and Thy
brandished swords and Thy shining stars and Thy radiant
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lamps, and caused them to speak Thy praise and establish
Thy proof and evidence and interpret Thy verses and expound
Thy Book and explain the mysteries of Thy Manifestation.

Among them is this servant who has come to the fountain
of Thy mercy and approached the threshold of Thy oneness
and turned with his whole being to the countenance of Thy
singleness, and whose heart has been so enkindled with the fire
of Thy love that it has caused him to speak forth the mysteries
of Thy signs and to chant Thy verses and to clearly set forth
Thy evidences.

Make him a brilliant star in the horizon of divine
knowledge, and a gleaming light in the zenith of certitude, and
a dawning planet in the heaven of witnessing and vision, that
he may guide the people to Thy straight path and direct way,
and illumine their eyes with the light of certitude, and expand
their breasts through Thy mighty outpouring.

i Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the All-Merciful,

the Compassionate, and verily Thou art the Kind, the Clement,
the Answerer of prayers.
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To: Aga Mirza Ahmad Khan Masudus-Sultan, in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! The musk-
laden breeze that wafted from the highest paradise, from the
gardens of the love of God, hath perfumed the nostrils of the
longing ones. It was supplication and devotion, entreaty and
turning to God.

Praise be to God that the eye hath been illumined by beholding
the greatest signs, and the ear hath found delight in the call
of the Concourse on High, and the heart hath been brightened
and illumined by the effulgences of the light of the love of God,
and the greatest gift hath encompassed all things from every
direction.
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Now is the time when, in thankfulness for this bounty and
favor, thou shouldst adorn thy tongue with proof and argu-
ment, and arise to serve at the Sacred Threshold of the Lord
of Lords. Take no rest by day nor repose by night, and exert
thy utmost effort in diffusing the divine fragrances, that thou
mayest attain eternal grace and everlasting success.

Nay rather, thou shouldst stain thy face and hair with pure
blood in the path of God - that is, arise with the mystery
of sacrifice, and that sacrifice is in all ranks and conditions,
meaning that thou shouldst utterly efface and annihilate thine
own identity in all stations, that the truth of “and among men
is he who sells his very self to win the good pleasure of God”
may be fulfilled.

O dear friend! In this world of generation and corruption and
vicissitude there is no joy for heart and soul except that the
heart be illumined by the rays of the Beloved’s countenance
and that one commune day and night with the breathings of the
Holy Spirit and arise, with eloquent speech and fluent tongue,
to guide all who dwell on earth.

i And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Aga Mirza Bahaud-Din et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! I have
read thy words of gratitude to God for having guided thee,
delivered thee, and answered thy prayer. Know that thy com-
passionate Lord will encompass with the glances of His mer-
ciful eye everyone who comes to God with a pure heart. He
will make such a one a sign of guidance, a standard of righ-
teousness, a penetrating flame in the heights of glory, and a
brilliant star in the highest horizon. It befits one like thee to
heal hearts and spirits, to cure souls of the disease of ignorance
and blindness, and to become the means of this great bounty
and mighty gift. The treatment of bodies, drawing upon the
outpourings of the All-Merciful and the confirmations of the
Mighty, All-Knowing, will be realized for thee when thou art
so attracted to God that thou givest spirit to spirits and life
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to hearts in this world of forms. If thou desirest mighty con-
firmation and success in this momentous matter, acquire these
qualities: detachment, attraction, enkindlement, compassion,
steadfastness, uprightness, and arising in the spirit of sacrifice.

> O my God! Aid this broken one who is humbled at Thy sub-
lime threshold to revive spirits, heal bodies, spread Thy traces
among all beings, and exalt the word of piety through the
power of guidance. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Mighty,
the Guardian, the Powerful, the Beloved.

3 If perchance in those regions the means of livelihood are dif-
ficult and do not suffice for basic needs, it is permissible to
travel to other lands solely with the intention of spreading the
divine fragrances. May God assist and strengthen thee. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

- O servant of the Covenant, Adib of the school of mystical
knowledge! The letter which contained within it the letter from
Jinab-i-Baba’i the Jew was received and we were informed of
its contents.

Teaching classes are among the most important matters of the
divine Cause. Establishing them quickly is essential, for their
foundation is laid upon God’s basis and their result is the dif-
fusion of the divine fragrances. It is strange that after being
established there was some delay. Certainly all means must be
employed and each of the friends must strive and endeavor in
this regard.

This is not an obligation - it is encouragement toward the eter-
nal glory of both worlds. Surely those souls who are aware of
this hidden secret will dedicate their breath to this foundation
and basis, and the sweetness of this gift will so sweeten their
palate that its sweetness will endure in the eternal world. This
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was the ultimate aim and desire of the longtime friends. En-
gaging in other matters is like building a house from spider’s
web, but this glorious purpose is like an eternal lofty palace
and a divine foundation and gift of both worlds.

I beseech and implore God that Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Taqi, Aqa
Mirza Ali, Aga Mirza Hussein, Aqa Mirza Reza and other rela-
tives may be assisted to serve the Threshold. This is the reward
and recompense, and “if thou ask them for a recompense, the
recompense of thy Lord is better.”

5 Convey greetings and honor to the friends in Abdul Azim, and
chant this enclosed letter in gatherings of old and new friends.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Kashani, Husayn son of Ghulam Ali et al.
Date: 1902 ca.

O two brothers who are guardians of the Divine Threshold!
Give thanks to God that you showed faithfulness to your
brother and manifested the utmost love and devotion. You
bore no jealousy or envy toward him, but rather took pride
and glory in his services at the Sacred Threshold. This is from
the bounty of the Divine Unity, that you were confirmed in
this.

Consider ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s brother, who showed such cruelty - at
every moment he shot an arrow at his heart, and with every
breath he sought some means to bring calamities and trials
upon him. At times he wished for his death, and at other
times he engaged in declaring him an infidel and seeking his
destruction. Sometimes he made him taste a cup of poison, and
sometimes he complained to every oppressor. One moment he
would cry out “O what a living!” and the next breath he would
cry “O what a reading!” Sometimes he would lavish the worth-
less treasures of the world upon worldly people so they would
become the cause of persecution and cruelty, and sometimes
he would present gifts to shameless spies so they would create
sedition and corruption and cast ‘Abdu’l-Baha into the desert
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of Fezzan. And sometimes he would offer presents to secret
agents so they would make accusations and reports that would
cause the sublime state to cast him into the depths of the sea.
Praise be to God that in all these endeavors and corruptions he
was frustrated and disappointed, and “whoever digs a pit for
his brother, God will cause him to fall into it.” He witnessed
that “soon he shall find himself in evident loss.” And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB03031

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye who are sincere! O ye who are firm! O ye who are
steadfast!

Verily, I received a letter from that brilliant body and Spiri-
tual Gathering—those who have arisen and called out for the
Kingdom of God among the peoples of America.

Verily, know with certain knowledge that ye will be confirmed
by hosts from the Kingdom of EI-ABHA and with inspirations
from the Supreme Concourse in the promotion of the Word of
God. Verily, Abdul-Baha is with you and supplicates unto God,
desiring His heavenly blessings to surround you, His divine
favors to encompass you, the appearances of the Sun of Truth
787 to shine in your hearts, the glad-tidings of God to rejoice
your spirits, the fragrances of holiness to perfume your nostrils,
the verses of guidance to be chanted in your gatherings, and
the lamp of the Supreme Concourse to illumine your meetings.
Know with real assurance that this light will encompass the
horizons (the world) with great brilliancy.

I ask God to make ye lamps ignited by the great Light, so that
ye may stand with all power, meekness, humbleness, sacrifice
and self-resignation and thus become examples for the people
and pure types for the world, be salt of the earth, stars of
guidance, great trees with broad foliage and excellent fruits
of fragrant scent, growing by the bounty of the cloud of the
Kingdom of EI-ABHA.
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I praise God that ye were firm in faithfulness in that ye testified
and acknowledged the efforts which Mirza Assad Ullah mani-
fested in spreading the fragrances of and that ye thanked him
for his labor and teaching for you, and this is what gladdens
the heart of Abdul-Baha.

TAB.007-008

AB02966

To: Sarah J Farmer, in Green Acre, ME
Date: 1902 ca.

O bird without a nest!

It is reported thy home and shelter is burnt, thy resting place
and habitation is become desolate. Though this news is greatly
affecting, yet do not be sorrowful and disheartened, because the
birds of the divine gardens have nest on the branches of the
Tree of Life. The earthly abode is not worth the attachment of
the heart, for this structure will surely be destroyed, but that
which is of worth to freed ones (detached from all save God) is
the heavenly palace and the court of Divine Majesty. Thanks
be to God that for each one of the divine freed slaves and the
heavenly and dear maid-servants, an indestructible mansion
will be erected in the New Kingdom. This mansion will be an
everlasting dwelling, an eternal abode and shelter.

There is a hidden wisdom in the burning of the house which
before long will be clearly known. Divine attractions and heav-
enly bounties alone cause happiness to the hearts.

Use you utmost endeavors to dwell in the thought that in Green
Acre this year the divine proclamation will be raised to the
heavenly zenith and the lights of the supreme guidance will
enlighten those regions.

Be sure that heavenly assistance will be given and that the
breeze of the Divine Garden will perfume the nostrils of the
inhabitants of the earth. Some of the weak souls thought that
this dear maid-servant of God was attached to this house and
to this perishable world. Now the house is burnt, all will realize
that thy attraction is increasing, thy steps are drawing near,
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thy flag is raised higher and thy condition more excellent. Show
forth such happiness and joy that all will be astonished.

TAB.299-300

AB03035

To: Baha’is of Jahrum et al.
Date: 1902 ca.

O believers! O assured ones! O attracted ones! O sincere
ones! O steadfast ones! O firm ones! Blessed are you for hav-
ing answered the call and responded to God’s summoner, for
having been attracted by the fragrances of God and illumined
by the gleam of dawn on the horizon of guidance, and for hav-
ing plunged into the seas of the knowledge of God. This truly
is abundant grace and an unrestricted gift, pure water and a
cup tempered with camphor. Fall prostrate before God in grat-
itude for this appreciated bounty in the Frequented House and
enter it in peace and security.

Know then that the Word of God has penetrated the heart of
the horizons and the light of radiance has spread to all regions.
You hear nothing but the answering of the call from every
direction and the sound of glorification and magnification from
every quarter. All the powers of the earth have been shaken
and the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” has risen to the
Supreme Concourse. Despite this, you see the foolish among
the vainglorious ones and the negligent ones wandering in the
valley of doubts and plunging into the depths of suspicions.
Leave them to their vain disputations.

I press my forehead to the dust at the threshold of the gate of
guidance, supplicating to the Supreme Kingdom that God may
make you lamps lit by the hand of the Most Great Mercy, so
that you may illuminate those institutes and hills with a light
radiating from the bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02864

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Khurasan
Date: 1902 ca.

O Lord, my Lord! This is Your servant who has detached
himself from all directions and turned towards the land of
Your loved ones, speaking Your remembrance, expounding
Your proofs and evidence, diffusing Your fragrances, chanting
Your verses, and manifesting Your clear signs. Lord, Lord!
Treat him with Your great mercy, distinguish him with Your
mighty gift, choose him for Your Most Glorious Kingdom,
assist him with Your hosts from the Supreme Concourse,
expand his breast through the exaltation of Your Word,
strengthen his loins through the manifestation of Your signs,
and illumine his eye through the spread of Your fragrances -
so that he may reach the heights of hopes and enjoy happiness
and delight in the beginning and the end, and commune with
You in the depths of dawn in gratitude for Your abundant
blessings, Your preceding mercy, Your conclusive proof, Your
bounties descending from heaven, and Your table spread from
Your Most Glorious Kingdom. Lord, Lord! You know that
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is gladdened by the mention of that
penitent servant whom You have distinguished with great
kindnesses and mighty virtues and qualities. You are verily
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Herald of the Covenant! Jinab-i-Muhammad Khan, upon
him be the Glory of God, has now arrived and attained to
circumambulation of the gathering place of the Supreme Con-
course, and is now present before this servant. He requests that
you remain in Khurasan for some time, and pleads on behalf
of the friends. Since they are dear guests, I too am compelled
to accept their request. The rest is up to you. The journey to
Rasht is also ahead - proceed however you deem advisable and
in accordance with wisdom and as circumstances require. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11404

To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain, in Khurasan
Date: 1902 ca.

Your letters arrive one after another, and all give the glad
tidings of the enkindlement of the fire of the love of God, that
praise be to God, the region of Khorasan is illumined with the
manifest light, and all its surroundings are, through attraction
and rapture and yearning and joy, like a rose garden and flower
bed. Since this is so, it is certain that the outpourings of the
invisible Kingdom will confirm and assist these souls to attain
the most great spiritual stations and the noblest human ranks.

Concerning Khadra, it was written to Jinab-i-Haydar-‘Ali,
upon him be the Glory of God, that they should appoint
a permanent person who would be ever-present and serv-
ing, who would encourage souls and stimulate spirits. The
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar which has been established in Faran will
surely cause the fire of the love of God to surge forth. The
spiritual gathering of fellowship that has been established in
Bushruyih will surely promote the teaching work.

I implore and beseech the favors of the Blessed Beauty that He
may confirm and assist Jinab-i-Mulla Baqir and Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad Isma’il and Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad Husayn,
the teacher and scribe, to attain the highest virtues of the
human world.

It is essential that the children be educated, and their lessons
and exercises must be seen to with the greatest of care; for
bringing up children in the ways of God is the very foundation
of the foundation, and so long as the foundation is not solid,
it is useless to build thereon.

5 In Qa’in, truly, Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Rida is the cause of
the enkindlement and attraction of the friends, and it is cer-
tain that he will be confirmed and assisted. Convey the Most
Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings.
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AB02855

To: Aga Mulla Muhammad Pishva, in Mianeg
Date: 1902 ca.

Praise be to God Who has caused the sea of contingent being to
surge through stormy winds from the Most Glorious Kingdom,
whereupon the waves cast forth pearls that ignite and shine
like a lamp upon the shores of existence through the grace of
thy Lord, the Mighty, the Loving, on this witnessed Day, so
that the mystics might acquire the lights of guidance from the
Praiseworthy Station and take shelter in the extended shade
and attain to the Promised Rose and enter the Most Glorious
Paradise on this Promised Day. And blessings and salutations
and praise be upon the Wise Remembrance and the Manifest
Light, the Brilliant Lamp guiding to the Most Straight Path,
the Radiant Star and the Shining Light, and upon those who
have acquired the lights from the Center of Mysteries and fol-
lowed the traces and were guided to the Mighty, the Com-
pelling.

O thou who hast found guidance at the Fire! Verily did the
Interlocutor hear the Call from the Fire kindled in the Tree of
Sinai, so give thanks to God for causing thee to hear His sweet-
est call from the fire of the love of God which was ignited in
the Divine Lote-Tree and the Lordly Tree and the Human Tree.
Be thou not thunderstruck nor fall down, but be awakened and
call the people to the path of right guidance and guide them to
the Mighty, the Bestower. And say: Praise be to Thee, O my
God, for having strengthened me to know Thee and enabled me
to hearken to Thy Call which hath encompassed all contingent
being, and made me one who acknowledgeth Thy oneness and
confesseth Thy singleness and turneth toward the Kingdom of
Thy unity and imploreth the Dominion of Thy divinity. Verily
Thou art the Guide, the Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower,
and verily Thou art the One Who granteth success, the Helper
upon the Path.
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AB03020

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Paris
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant of God!

Mayest thou enjoy this cup which is overflowing with the pure
wine of the love of God! Glad-tidings unto thee for that by
reason of which thou hast become an acceptable servant before
God!

Verily I have read thy brilliant letter and praised God for He
hath made the cup of thy heart filled with the pure wine of
His love and hath chosen thee to enter the Kingdom of His
Guidance.

Now as to what thou askest concerning giving up the scientific
attainment in Paris for the sake of confining thy days to the
delivery of this Truth, it is indeed acceptable and beloved, but
if thou acquire both it would be better and more perfect, be-
cause in this new century the attainment of science, arts and
belles lettres, whether divine or worldly, material or spiritual,
is a matter which is acceptable before God and a duty which
is incumbent upon us to accomplish. Therefore, never deny
the spiritual things to the material, rather both are incumbent
upon thee. Nevertheless, at the time when thou art working
for such a scientific attainment, thou must be controlled by
the attraction of the love of thy Glorious Lord and mindful
of mentioning His Splendid Name. This being the case, thou
must attain the art thou art studying to its perfection.

I implore God to assist thee in all cases and aspects and per-
fume thy nostrils with the holy fragrance during all times. Be
tranquil through my love unto thee and rejoice at my compas-
sion upon thee.

As to the tribute thou hast sent: We have accepted it as a
treasure because it was presented by thee with all love and
great sincerity and we shall use it in building the Holy Tomb,
that thy name may become immortal forever and ever.

TAB.448-449, BWF.376-377x, COC#1175x
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AB02881

To: Haji Muhammad Ali et al., in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servants of God! Open your tongues in praise and worship
of the Lord of Creation, for at the dawning of the morn of
oneness and the rising of the Sun of Truth you awakened from
the sleep of heedlessness and became aware, and you became
cognizant of mysteries and detached from all save God, and
like the trees of paradise you grew and developed beside this
stream until in the feast of the Covenant you drank the wine
of faithfulness from the hand of the Beloved of all horizons and
became so intoxicated in this field that you caused such joy and
ecstasy that the denizens of the Supreme Concourse praised
you, saying: “Blessed are you, O people of faithfulness! Good
news to you, O loving servants of the Glory! Well done, well
done to you, O allies of the Covenant and Testament! Welcome,
welcome to you, O you who are steadfast in the Cause of the
Lord of the dawning! And upon you be greetings and praise.”
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AB03167

To: Tabib Irvani, Mirza Aqa Jan son of Harun Hamadani, in Baku

Date: 1902 ca.

O descendant of His Holiness Abraham! Regarding the char-
itable association foundation about which you wrote - it is
desirable and favorable. In truth, until these principles are ob-
served and implemented in every city, the affairs of the loved
ones of God will not be properly organized. It is essential to
establish resources for the livelihood of the weak and poor, and
for the education of children and orphans. What your honor
has written is, for now, the easiest approach.

However, in every country a special center is needed where
each soul can contribute according to their means, and when a
significant sum accumulates, the returns from that amount can
be spent on charitable causes. But if one general center were to
be designated as the reference point for all countries, the work
would be difficult. Therefore, in each country a center should
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be designated by agreement of the friends, and the income and
expenditures should be managed through an assembly in that
country. For example, in Erivan the income and expenditures
would belong to that province under the administration of the
assembly. And if in any country excess income is generated, it
would be most acceptable if they wish to assist another center
by consensus, but this is not obligatory.

Now you establish this in Erivan, and this servant will also
implement it in the manner you have written, and this will
cause it to be established everywhere, God willing.
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AB03126

To: Aqga Shaykh Ali, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1902 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The Greatest Name (may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) in the Treatise on Con-
duct, addressing one of the sheikhs, states: “O sheikh! Make
of your resolve a glass lamp-chimney so that it may protect
this lamp from contrary winds.”

> Now ‘Abdu’l-Baha says: Direct your resolve toward the pro-
tection and preservation of the Cause of God. That is, become
an army for the impregnable fortress and a guardian of the
manifest Faith. Strive night and day that the fire of the love of
God may be ignited and that the lovers of the Glorious Beauty
may become more consumed.

The melody of the Abha Kingdom bestows such joy and glad-
ness, such attraction and ecstasy, that it throws one into won-
derment and rapture. Praise be to God! This divine melody
has set the horizons in motion and attracted both East and
West. Europe and America have been moved to dance and joy,
yet still a great multitude in Iran lie asleep and unconscious.
Wonder upon wonder arises from these tales!
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Make an effort that perhaps you may awaken the sleeping ones,
make the deprived ones intimates of mysteries, scatter the fra-
grance of the love of God, and make that clime musk-scented.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

5 Convey loving greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the noble de-
scendant and distinguished son, Aqa Buzurg, and say: “Thank
God for having given you this tender, kind and compassionate
father.” And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12105

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon
Date: 1902 ca.

O faithful friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What you had written to
Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi was noted. Your depression and dejec-
tion caused great sadness to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. You should never
become depressed about anything or dejected by any matter,
for praise be to God, the fire of the love of God is ablaze in
your heart and the glad tidings of the supreme gift are con-
stantly received. When you have a friend like ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
why should you be sorrowful and grieved? Rest assured that,
God willing, we are faithful.

Regarding what you wrote about translating some of the writ-
ings of the American friends into Burmese, this is very appro-
priate. Therefore some new writings will also be sent for you
to translate into Indian languages and publish, so that it may
cause an increase in the enthusiasm of the friends and guide
others. Previously a detailed reply to your letter was written
and sent. Surely it has arrived by now. In it was written that
you have permission to attain the presence, and this permission
was specifically granted to you. Many requested this bounty
but due to wisdom it was not granted in these days.

And upon you be greetings and praise. ‘A ‘A
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Regarding what is written in this treatise about His Majesty
the Ottoman Sultan - whatever is written about the Ottomans,
completely remove it, for this Sultan is not now engaged in
persecution.
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AB03245

To: Fadlullah et al., in Taligan
Date: 1902 ca.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although you are the target of ar-
rows of cruelty, praise be to God, you are yearning for the coun-
tenance of that Lord of faithfulness, intoxicated with the wine
of purity, and servants at the threshold of the All-Bountiful
Lord. Observe His grace and favor, that we are those who
have entered beneath the canopy of His grace and reposed in
the shade of His merciful Tree. Like stars in their constella-
tions we are companions, and like birds of one flock we are
intimate associates. Praise be to God that the gates of divine
favors are opened wide and the hearts of the fair-minded are
expanded. The effulgences of divine mercy encompass all and
the heavenly table is spread forth upon the earth. Despite all
this bounty and faithfulness and bestowal and infinite favor, it
behooves us that in the midst of harm and cruelty we should
spend all our time in joy and gladness and spiritual delight and
heavenly grace.

In truth, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Aga has endured the taunts of
enemies and calamities and afflictions in the path of the Most
Glorious Beauty. Their steadfastness is the greatest spiritual
virtue and their firmness is the cause of the downfall of the
pretenders. I beseech God that in every moment they may
be accompanied by such divine confirmations as will cause the
wonder of all humanity and the awakening of strangers. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: A M Bryant
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art calling in the cities, the bearer of the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God!

Verily, I read thy wonderful and eloquent letter, which proved
thy being attracted by the utterances (or fragrances) of God,
in the new day and glorious century.

I praised God for the spreading of His fragrances in those re-
gions and for the display of His manifest signs.

Thank thou God for that He revived thee by the Spirit of Life
and awakened thee by the life-giving breeze, which is emanat-
ing for the people of the world.

I ask God to make thee a lamp shining and illuminating in the
assemblies of knowledge, that thou shine forth by the lights of
love and peace among the maid-servants of God, the Merciful.

O maid-servant of God! Be a caller to universal peace, a stan-
dard of love among the people, a spreader of the spirit of con-
cord and union among nations and sects, an utterer of exhor-
tations, a demonstrator of the proofs of the appearance of the
Kingdom of God, by a power whereby the hearts of the chosen
ones become attracted, confirmed by a might whereto the necks
of the proud men bow and those of great people are humbled.

Take hold of the hem of the Garment of God and preach the
Kingdom of God and baptize the spirits by the fragrances of
God which have perfumed the horizons.

Verily, I say unto thee that this holy fragrance is the Water
of Life, the Fire of the Love which hath flamed in the Tree of
Sinai and the Spirit of Life which reviveth the dead.

We send thee herewith answers to the letters thou sent us. This
is on account of my utmost love for thee, my great kindness to
thee and my extreme sympathy for thee. Thank thou God for
this great favor.

TAB.517-518
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1902 ca.

O handmaidens of the Abha Beauty! Ponder upon the many
bounties that have been vouchsafed unto you and meditate on
the great gift ye have been enabled to receive. Ye have entered
this contingent realm on the promised day of God, the day of
the Manifestation of the Beauty of the Desire of all nations,
the dawning time of the Sun of Truth on the horizon of this
visible world. Ye have been illumined by the guiding light
of the glad tidings emanating from the morning brightness of
the Bab, may my spirit be a sacrifice to His exalted holiness.
And ye have received a generous portion from the effulgent
rays of the loving providence of the great Luminary of the
Concourse on High, the Abha Beauty Himself. Ye are refreshed
by the breezes of His holiness, ye have been resuscitated by
the breaths wafting from His gracious providence. Within the
precincts of His divine sanctuary ye have been chosen from
among His servants and in the court of His mercy ye have
been accepted among His handmaidens. What an unbounded
gifts are these? What immortal bounties? Verily, these are
blessings that are worthy of every thanksgiving!

May ye recognise the value of this great attainment at every
moment of your lives and treat each other with the utmost gen-
tleness and kindness. May ye all show sympathy one towards
the other and always be enamoured of each other’s love Be ye
united as the waves of one ocean for ye are the green grass of
the same meadow, the flowers of the same garden, the leaves
of the same tree and the rays of the same sun.

Strive ye to spread the divine fragrances and spread abroad the
word of God. Increase your holy aspirations day by day so that
this world of dust may be made fragrant through the breaths
of your sanctity and may become scented with the perfume of
your purity and chastity.
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To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1902 ca.

O longtime friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although for some time I
have not found the opportunity to write you a letter, yet at all
times during prayer I have sought divine confirmations for you.
And praise be to God, His all-encompassing grace and perfect
bounty are with you. I beseech God that in all things you may
become utterly effaced and arise to render outstanding services
at the threshold of the Divine Unity. This is the ancient glory
and this is the eternal gift.

While thou wert in the Holy Land, the plans for the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar were drawn up, consisting of nine iterations of nine,
which thou didst take with thee. Now, in the same manner
that the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is being erected in ‘Ishqabad, send
forth several copies of that plan to Ibn-i-Abhar, because out
of the bounties and favours of the Abha Beauty and the holy
confirmations of the Lord, people in all regions are considering
establishing the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, but they do not know its
design. By all means, draw it up with the utmost speed and
send it, and this shall become the source of great bounties and
of certain victory.

If it is possible with the utmost joy and fragrance for you to
make a journey to Yazd in the spring, it would be very benefi-
cial at this time, for the receptivity of Yazd is limitless - greater
than anywhere else. Certainly if it becomes possible in spring,
do not hesitate at all. There is wisdom in not delaying.
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To: Ali Dabir Humayun Gulkani, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God and [resident of] Gurgan!

In former times and ages, when quicksilver was restless and
the surroundings were in instability, hesitation and anxiety,
now the Supreme Elixir has such influence and power that
merely by being cast it penetrates and bestows firmness and
steadfastness.

The treasure requires toil, but the treasure of the Kingdom is
eternal wealth and everlasting riches.

And in truth, the self is full of affliction - the weaker it is the
better, for its strength is the cause of weakness and its rulership
is bondage.

The divine proof is like the shining moon, but the blind are
veiled from beholding it.

The spiritual ones’ desire and purpose is like a kind beloved
manifesting in the divine gathering, but the base and low-
natured ones are occupied with other matters.

Every tree is fruitless unless the morning breeze gradually
comes and bestows freshness and grace upon every tree - but
what portion and share is there for the dried tree?

When the sea raises its waves, the fish also move beneath the
waves and traverse distances, but if each fish dives deep, it is
unaware of the motion of the waves.

The hope is in the grace and favor of the Lord that the light
of guidance will shine forth and the spiritual fountain of the
Supreme Spirit will gush forth from the source of heart and
soul.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Darvazih Abdu’l-Azim, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye beloved handmaids of the Lord! Praise be God that ye
have quaffed a brimful cup in the path of guidance; may your
life rejoice therein. This is the chalice of honey and sugar; it is
the breeze laden with musk and fragrant with amber. Yet, the
palate of the non-discerning soul savoureth not its sweetness,
nay rather; it is sweet to the taste of the beloved handmaids
of God. For, not every soul is the valiant horseman in this
field, nor can he hasten into this arena. The days flee away,
and the life of man passeth fruitless and of no worth, unless
one giveth his all in the pathway of the Beloved One, and at
every moment be subject to the tyranny of every oppressor,
and become more firm and fast in the Covenant.

O handmaidens of God! The Concourse on high singeth in
praise, and the denizens of the Abha Kingdom adorneth the
tongue with the mention of ye. At every moment render thanks
unto the Blessed Beauty for having conferred such bounty, of
being subject to blame and severe censure, and to be exposed
to the misdeeds of the people of error. This is the all-highest
bounty; it is the outpourings of supreme mercy, and a token of
the favor of the Abha Beauty. Ere long, blame will be trans-
formed into thankfulness, and censure will change into praise
and gratitude; and the handmaidens of God will each burn
brightly even as a candle in the assemblies of women, and will
beam forth as a star upon the horizon of eternal glory.

Upon them rest salutation and praise.
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AB03386

To: Rustam Jamshid Parsi, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and brought the glad tidings that the friends of God are humble
and submissive, and show utmost love and affection toward
one another, and are modest, and display the utmost zeal and
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enthusiasm in teaching the Cause of God. This news brought
joy and gladness. Surely it is fitting that they increase this
bounty day by day, and spend their days and nights in that
which leads to spiritual exaltation and divine inspirations.

‘Abdu’l-Baha constantly implores and beseeches at the Divine
Threshold that He may rid His friends of all concerns, and
make them kind to both stranger and kin, so that the radiant
flame of true fellowship may be kindled in the assemblage of
the world and utterly consume the veil of estrangement. The
Parsi friends have truly arisen in faithfulness, truthfulness and
reconciliation, have walked the path of His good-pleasure, have
opened the gates of purity, and conduct themselves according
to the divine teachings. Therefore, this servant is infinitely
pleased with them and I hope that day by day they will in-
crease in this virtue, adorn the feast of fellowship, find repose
under the shade of His favor, and captivate hearts with the
holy fragrances. And upon you be greetings and praise.

o;m”;a\;\ojgc,c};ﬁb);m
adlosls & dbesls A czs ol
Coage U p g § ol oo gl
s |y s Sl 5 5 b 5 s
w\u\.a)ul,ﬂ}ul»ﬂu)cw
Rl o

by s Lol U8 o855 51 o152 s Llae
.\su,umjf;\buufo\)bf.»w
‘beb;ubﬂudf)m&bj
3y ply &Lc S s arie oA ‘u\)j
@l ObL 255 Kb $K woas s
Hlosgt pld 32l 5 auly 5 by 4 kRIS
K .\?\o.\)&f ke oy .\?\o_\)g: Loy oly o
b ol STabe 5 () bl Oladas
eolsrl 5 25ls Sl Ol by dns
Sy dalide oo O 1 D D s
bl wlaly Sle Jb sy &l
T 2 S s il 8 Sl

YARP2.561 p.398

AB03449

To: Siyavash Farsi (Siyavash Sifidvash), in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O oppressed Siyavush! What you wrote to the Most Holy
Name became known. In Qum you arose to serve the Cause
of God, and in Tehran you became close companions with the
kind friend Arbab Jamshid. Since this too was in obedience to
the command, it is also counted as service. ‘Abdu’l-Baha loves
this noble group, therefore He approves of their fellowship for
the friends, especially Arbab Jamshid who is unique among the
Persians and peerless among the Zoroastrians. In truth he is
pleasant and good-natured, and it is hoped that this Jamshid
will fill the cup of the first Jamshid and pass it around in the
spiritual gathering. May God grant success.

O Siyavush, on your behalf, God willing, I will perform the
visitation prayer from atop the tower and ramparts facing the
luminous shrine and blessed tomb.
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Convey utmost longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to their honors the
brothers Bahman, Rustam, Kaykhusraw, Mihraban, Hurmuz
and Rustam, that they may derive joy from this greeting and
know that each morning ‘Abdu’l-Baha is filled with spirit and
fragrance in remembrance of them.

O Siyavush, listen to the call of Surush, for at every moment
a melody and song reaches from on high, causing the soul to
cry out and the heart to surge like the sea. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Kirmanshahi, Najaf Quli Khan Zanganih et al.
Date: 1902 ca.

O two strivers in the path of God! No one is worthy to test
‘Abdu’l-Baha, for such a test would itself become the cause of
that person’s own downfall. A light weight can be measured
with these scales, but how can the greatest weight fit in these
scales? Rather, it would shatter the scales. But a sign must be
given so that glad tidings may result, and a glance bestowed
so that guidance may be unveiled.

O two loving friends! Despite your companionship, why is
there disagreement on a single matter? In the Qur’an it states
“We have removed from thee thy veil” and addresses those
“indeed in heedlessness thereof.” Justice is needed,
not oppression, and the investigation of proof should lead to
confirmation, not the denial of attributes.

who were

To everyone I met I said it was Him, so that the Beauty of the
Intended One would become known and the ultimate desire
fulfilled. If that opinion is correct and the criterion clear, why
is there no steadfastness in it and doubt arises? At one mo-
ment it appears this is the criterion and such is the proof, then
why in another moment does error enter this opinion? The
criterion is in the hand of Truth, not in the hand of creation,
otherwise each would establish a criterion and the measures
would become endless.
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And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB03624

To: Mazindarani, Mulla Muhammad Sadiq et al., in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servants of God! Mr. Mirza Jalal has written all your blessed
names in his letter and requested separate letters for each one,
but what can ‘Abdu’l-Baha do when He has no time to write
even a word? There are souls who have written letters repeat-
edly but have not yet received replies. Despite this, writing
individual letters to those friends is impossible and unattain-
able. Therefore, through divine assistance and grace, We intox-
icate all from one cup. The purpose is not writing, but rather
expressing spiritual inclinations and divine attractions.

> Praise be to God that that tireless intermediary is constantly
passing back and forth like a spiritual breeze. Be confident and
hopeful of the new bounty of the Glorious Lord that each of
you may become a wave from the sea of the love of God and
be assisted by hosts from the highest heaven. May you asso-
ciate day and night with holy fragrances and become intimate
companions in the mention of the Friend.

3 Adopt such conduct and behavior that all your movements and
stillness may spread the fragrance of holiness, and may each of
you shine bright like a candle in this rose garden. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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ABO03759

To: Hashim Bayk
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who callest men to the divine Covenant! Heedlessness
had encompassed the world and darkness had encircled the uni-
verse. Coldness had gripped all living men and torpor afflicted
everyone. Then the sea of divine mercy billowed forth again
and the fragrance of a loving Providence was wafted over the
world. The morn of guidance shone once more and the Sun
of Truth revealed its glory. At such a time, there was a great
commotion and the world of creation trembled. All things
were made new once more and the universe was changed into
a paradise.

The world of humanity hath been upraised beneath the banner
of the merciful Lord. Those who have been endowed with vi-
sion became dazzled at the sight of His lights and all the lovers
have been attracted to the beauty of the One alone beloved.
Those who hath drunk deep of the divine wine are inebriated
with the love of God and the eager ones have been immersed
in the ocean of divine reunion and bounty.

But the blind have grown perverse in their affliction and the
deaf are sunk in torpid heedlessness. Some souls have remained
in a state of infancy and deprive themselves continually. They
need to be trained that they may attain salvation from this
privation and guided that they may become aware of the mercy
of the All Merciful.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! My hope is that thou mayest
be the cause of life unto those people, that thou shalt breathe a
breath of spirit into them, that thou wilt attain confirmations
from the Source of holiness and quickened with eternal life and
that thy steps shall trace the path of salvation.
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AB04161

To: Clarence H Smith, in Honolulu
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou confirmed by an inspiration from the Kingdom! Blessed
thou art, for thou hast delivered the Word of thy Lord to Eliz-
abeth Matter, the maid-servant of God! Glad-tidings unto
thee for that by reason of which the spring of knowledge hath
flowed out in the garden of thy heart, inundated thy tongue
and made thee utter the name of thy Lord and call the people
to the Kingdom of thy God!

I supplicate God, my Lord and thy Lord, to illumine thy fore-
head with the light of success and victory, strengthen thy spirit
by the breath of God, quicken thee by the spirit of God and
make thee a pillar of guidance set up in the firmament of the
Kingdom of God.

Grieve not because of my imprisonment and calamity; for this
prison is my beautiful garden, my mansioned paradise and my
throne of dominion among mankind. My calamity in my prison
is a crown to me in which I glory among the righteous. Thou
shalt hear greater than this.

I ask God to assist whosoever is related to thee to receive guid-
ance in the future days, and to bless Mrs. and Miss Goodall,
Alexandra and Miss Matter, and make them the signs of His
gift among the people of the world.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.

TAB.258

AB03948

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 ca.

O faithful servant of the Abha Beauty! Praise be to God that
in this journey you are confirmed and successful, victorious
and triumphant. You have opened your tongue in teaching
and presented proofs and evidences. You have lifted the veil
and opened your lips to explain the greatness of the Cause of
God, and in the arena of the love of God you have won the
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prize. Jinab-i-Amin has offered the highest praise of you, that
you truly arose to serve. Therefore be confident that divine
confirmations and success will reach you and the dawn of the
Most Great Glad-Tidings will break.

Convey loving greetings from Abdul-Baha to the honored
princes, to His Highness Majd, and to His Holiness the Shaykh,
and say: The ocean of the Most Great Bounty has surged
to its heights and caused you to be immersed in the sea of
favors and bestowals. So through the grace and benevolence
of the Divine Unity, dive deep into this Most Great Ocean
and scatter the pearls of inner meanings upon the shores
of existence. Therefore, as much as you are able, scatter
jewels and freely bestow brilliant pearls so that through their
radiance the world may be illumined. And upon you be
greetings and praise.

Special letters were previously sent to these honored ones and
God willing, as soon as possible, will be written and sent again.
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ABO03975

To: Prince Ahmad Mirza, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 ca.

O our Lord! Though a letter was written before and utmost
love poured forth, again I became attuned to your remem-
brance and turn in humility and supplication to the threshold
of the One, saying: O peerless Lord! Make this suppliant soul
like a bright candle so that in every gathering it may be en-
gaged in Your remembrance, kindle the light of guidance, and
like a lamp burn in the assembly of the All-Merciful and bestow
light upon the friends.

O Lord! Breathe a new spirit into the hearts that they may
become Your confidantes and pour a joy into the hearts that
they may at all times be engaged with Your mention. Give joy
and exhilaration unto the hearts so that at every moment they
may have a new spirit and attain unto immeasurable happiness.

O compassionate Lord! Give the friends radiance and fervor
and heavenly confirmations so that they may give the thirsty
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ones to drink of the Salsabil of guidance and lead those who
have lost their way to the path of loving providence. You are
the Omnipotent, the Almighty, the All-hearing, the All-seeing.

The purpose is that in all conditions you become aflame with
love for the Glory of Glories and like the radiance of Sinai
bestow illumination. This is heavenly joy and divine success.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04145

To: Meeting For Unity in Hoboken, in West Hoboken, NJ
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye who are attracted! O ye who are united! O ye who are
believers and assured!

Glad-tidings unto you for that ye believed in God, were at-
tracted to the Beauty of God, were directed unto the Kingdom
of God and were kindled by the fire of the love of God!

Therefore, I say unto you that, verily, the angels of the King-
dom pray for the maid-servants of the Merciful; the posses-
sors of brilliant hearts, spiritual susceptibilities, godlike feel-
ings, heavenly attributes, holy characteristics, confident souls,
perfection of humanity and sanctified and pure souls who are
striving to spread the spirit of harmony—holy above qualities
(pertaining to) nature and passion—spreaders of the fragrances
of God severed from all else save God, banners of union and
peace—signs of love and accord!

Blessed are ye for organizing the assembly of unity! I ask
God to confirm you by the divine aid and strengthen you by
the heavenly strength so that every one of you may become a
shining star by the light of the love of God in the world, and
banners moving by the breezes of love and peace on the heights
of glory among mankind; and lamps brilliant by the lights of
eternal majesty on the assemblies of men.

If ye keep firm in this path, ye will see by the eyes of joy
signs wherefore ye will thank your Forgiving Lord, and will
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be confirmed by the hosts from the Supreme Concourse and
angels from the Kingdom of EI-ABHA.

TAB.272

AB04110

To: Mother of Husayn grandson of Dakhil
Date: 1902 ca.

O assured leaf! The greatest gift and most mighty present
arrived through Mirza Yusuf Khan. My eyes were illumined
by beholding those radiant features, and my hand was honored
to receive that mighty gift. I smelled it and kissed it and
placed it upon my eyes. Immediately a letter was written and
sent to you expressing joy and delight at the arrival of that
distinguished and acceptable gift. It is clear it has not arrived.
Know this - if you had presented all that is on earth with
its precious gifts, it surely would not have been so acceptable.
This servant is unable to reciprocate this gift, therefore I have
entrusted compensation for this bounty to the Lord of creation.
God willing, the favors and confirmations of the All-Merciful
will make amends, and I hope you will witness the abundant
reward for this righteous deed in the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Convey pure greetings to the assured leaf, the honored daugh-
ter, and say: You are descended from His Holiness Dakhil who
became renowned throughout the horizons for his elegy to the
Prince of Martyrs, may my spirit be sacrificed for him. You
likewise become known among women for your love for the
Husayni Manifestation of the All-Glorious Beauty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Cecilia Harrison, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who are enkindled by the fire of the Love of God!

Verily, I received thy good and beautiful letter and I found it
to be a sign of thy love and an evidence of thy being attracted
to the Beauty of EI-ABHA. T ask God to make thee a caller
to the Kingdom of EI-ABHA, in those regions; to give thee
a draught of the wine of grace, to attract thee to the center
of guidance, to cause thee to ascend unto the Supreme World
and to confirm thee by the fragrances of the Holy spirit, until
thou mayest guide the people unto the kingdom of immortality,
revive the hearts by the fragrances of God and plant the seed
of guidance in the field of the souls, by a help from thy Lord,
the Merciful, the Clement.

As to the wonderful melody whereby thy spirit was revived,
verily it is a melody of the melodies of the divine music, which
will cause the spirits to ascend unto the Supreme Horizon and
will (cause) the mysteries to be unfolded.

O maid-servant of God! Be one of the angels of peace and a
saint in the world. Verily thy Lord will cause thee to listen to
that wonderful melody, through the spiritual instrument.

Regarding thy visit to this region, it is not permissible at this
time. But when the time comes, permission will be granted
thee to present thyself at this Source of Light and Dawning-
Point of the love of thy Lord, the Forgiver.

TAB.109-110

AB04299

To: Mirza Husayn Zanjani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1902 ca.
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is incumbent upon the friends to persevere day and night in
praying for the continuation of the government’s sovereignty.
His Imperial Majesty is truly just, generous and kind, and
His Royal Highness the Crown Prince is equitable and well-
conducted.

However, one must act with such wisdom as not to cause alarm
among the base and ignorant people. Therefore, your return
to Sisan so soon would be contrary to the wisdom prescribed
in the Book.

You have served as you should and could, and praise be to God,
you have fulfilled your duties. I hope that you will always be
confirmed in servitude at the threshold of the One.

5 As for whether to remain settled in ‘Ishqabad or travel to other

places, carry out whatever Hadrat-i-Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali and the
Spiritual Assembly of ‘Ishqabad consider advisable, for success
lies in that.

; And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04377

To: Ghulam-Hasan (Kurgilui-i-Bakhtiyari) et al.,
Date: 1902 ca.

O friends of the All-Merciful!

The Most Glorious Beauty raised the tent of eternal glory at
the pole of contingent being and showered favors upon all the
friends, giving them shelter and refuge in the shade of that di-
vine pavilion. He bestowed eternal life and granted everlasting
bounties generously and abundantly. Consider what a cup full
of nectar He bestowed on His friends and what an effervescent
wine He graciously gave.

He allowed a hundred thousand afflictions, hardships and pains
to befall His own Beauty so that He might enable and assist
souls through the power of the Spirit, that each one might
become an illumined reality in this mortal world and find their
way from this contingent realm to the divine world, becoming
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free from the qualities of self and passion and guided by the
light of guidance.

That is from God’s grace which He bestows on whom He wishes,
and God is possessed of mighty grace. And upon you be greet-
ings and praise.
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AB04408

To: Mulla Ahmad Ali Nayrizi
Date: 1902 ca.

O candle of Nayriz! Become stirring and scatter sugar and
musk, and like an overflowing cup become the cause of exhila-
ration, joy, delight and gladness to the dear friends.

For some time I have not written a letter to that joy of the
longing ones, and have not described any news. This was due
to the abundance of difficulties, troubles and occupations, not
heedlessness or forgetfulness. I swear by the Lord God that at
every moment you are the companion of my soul and the inti-
mate of my heart and spirit. Freedom from your remembrance
is impossible, let alone forgetfulness and negligence.

O kind friend! If you knew to what degree the occupations
are, I swear by that Kind Beloved that you would be content
with a letter every year and a word every century. But you
have a hand far from the fire - you do not know how great the
occupations are.

Through the grace and favor of the Divine Unity, I hope that
the spirit and fragrance of those friends will bring this servant
to excitement and ecstasy and make me forget all these weari-
nesses. What need is there for lengthy elaboration - in truth I
love you. And upon you be greetings and praise.

prew )}n)ﬁijﬁ;tébﬁ;wﬁ@id‘
5 TA s o L8 i gl il

35 2p 0L s
228 Sl Oblie 5 v QESM:\A 2
Bp S5 o gls 0k Je
(sM;QL:»AJW 3 #Jﬁ&u.ﬁ)g_fﬁtﬁ}
&f}é@(ﬁrsﬁfo\&aﬁé
o b Codmins sl 5l 21 3 Oy, 5 B

Ol 5 gyl oy
drys 4 Jolie & Gl $1 0L bl
)éﬁ&bﬁ)-’{fddbxﬂ,\ﬂ:@\
N ges by Gl cols 4L G5 2 00
C,.w\).,\;% quw d‘J»:C Lg)\s uﬁ\JJJ’

s (-)\)..\:»\ q,:_xa.\ O Sl g b )
dy s ost ke O OLL OV 0, 5 75
5 pls Cps 1 St oY an Ol

S aedl Sl

MMK5#121 p.095, MSHR3.247

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 65


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA3/swa3-205.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-98.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH3/mash3-249.html

V]

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

ABO05703

AB04227

To: Aqa Mirza Jafar Tabrizi Majdul-Ulama
Date: 1902 ca.

Praise be to God, whose outpourings have encompassed all,
whose signs have appeared, whose banners have been raised,
and from the clouds of whose bounty copious rain and abun-
dant grace have poured forth, causing the earth of luminous
realities to stir and grow, bringing forth beautiful plants and
divine herbs, adorning and beautifying itself, becoming pure
and radiant, blossoming with the roses of truth and meaning
and the flowers of divine wisdom and knowledge. And bless-
ings, salutations and praise be upon the Center of Guidance
and the Lamp of the Concourse on High, the luminous Reality
and divine Being, the white pear]l and immaculate unique gem
and the radiant maiden shining in the heights of glory upon
the horizons of creation, and upon those who have received
from its outpourings, drunk from its rain, been illumined by
its lights and discovered its mysteries.

O noble man! I address you with a heart throbbing with the
love of God, a breast expanded with the remembrance of God,
and a spirit gladdened by the glad-tidings of God, that the
holy fragrances may take hold of you and draw you to the
gathering of divine companionship and make you a luminous
flame enkindled with the fire of the love of God, radiant with
the light of the knowledge of God. This indeed is the greatest
gift and the most mighty bestowal. Blessed is he who attains
it.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05703

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art enraptured by the wine of the Covenant!
That which thou hadst written was duly perused, and like-
wise the photograph which thou hadst sent was carefully ex-
amined. This portrait is not that of the Blessed Beauty. The
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figure in the centre is Jenab-i-Kalim, that is, Aqa Mirza Musa;
on his right standeth Haji Mirza Ahmad-i-Kashi, and on his
left Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahani; while standing above are
Hadrat-i-Nabil and Jenab-i-Aga Muhammad-Sadig-i-Isfahani.
This photograph was taken in Istanbul.

As to the portrait of the Blessed Beauty, there are two kinds,
each depicting Him in a different aspect, and both were taken
in Adrianople. They are known and unmistakably clear, and
can in no wise be confused. Thou shouldst therefore announce
and make this matter known unto all the friends, that all may
be informed thereof. For many souls, being intent upon the
gain of this fleeting world, give wide currency to one image or
another, and this causeth disquietude and perturbation in the
hearts.

And as to thine own affairs, be not sorrowful, neither grieve;
be not downcast, nor sit disconsolate and withered in spirit.
The aid and loving-kindness of the Abha Beauty are with thee,
and His grace and bounty encompass thee, full, perfect, and
without end.

And upon thee be greeting and praise.
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AB04284

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! You had complained
about the afflictions and hardships, that the friends in Iran
are constantly in trouble and suffering, and are in tribulation
and hardship from the oppression and tyranny of the religious
scholars and the people.

O faithful servant! The Ancient Beauty was always, for
fifty years, caught in calamities and adversities, tribulations
and afflictions, blows and oppression and cruelty. How then
can our hearts and souls be content that we should rest in
peace and security, with comfort of soul and tranquility of
That Peerless Beloved constantly tasted the
bitterness of deadly poison - how then can we drink the cup
of honey and sugar? He saw severe blows - how then can we

conscience?
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seek new comfort? He went under chains - how then can we
mix sugar and milk?

This would not be faithfulness, and would not befit love.
Rather, we must, with utter helplessness and need, with
weeping and lamentation and complete restlessness, beg for
tribulation and lay our heads before the sword of cruelty, and
become free from the prison of all else, and pay the price of
faithfulness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

:ﬁiﬁéb&)ﬁjz}ﬁ;‘@fﬁ
forls

soE e Al K sl ez 0,0 by o
slesl )Lk il s ol s o 50k
S R T S-S
f:a.\gléj sls f:aj.Lg}.ub

S e e

MMK4#042 p.047

AB04965

To: Hoagg, H Emogene et al., in California
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye maid-servants of God and leaves of the Tree of Eternal
Life!

Blessed are ye for attaining to that which was the greatest
hope of Mary the Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jacob!
This gift was shining on the face of the Virgin Mary like unto
a brilliant gem glistening on the great crown of glory.

Happy are ye for this favor, the likeness of which was not seen
by the eye of existence, nor its similitude heard by the ears of
the creatures; because it is the greatest favor on the part of the
Lord of the Kingdoms in the world of existence; that is, the
great guidance, the attainment unto the day of the Lord and
listening unto the call of God. How blessed is this great favor!

O ye maid-servants of God! All the palaces shall be destroyed
and become like graves, buried beneath the ground, but God,
through His mighty hand, will build for ye solid palaces in His
Kingdom which will not be destroyed forever and evermore;
nay, rather its foundation will be strengthened in the course of
ages and centuries.

Therefore, call in His Name, spread the fragrances of God,
guide unto the path of God and cause the souls to enter the
Kingdom of God!

TAB.662
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AB12093

To: Ustad Muhammad Ali Banna, in Haifa
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God! Your letter arrived and was the cause of
spiritual fragrance.

The story of the spade does not require such length and detail
as you have written. “I have no blossom, no leaf, no fruit, no
produce” - these matters are of no importance. Be confident
and do not let your heart be troubled by such things. I do not
look at spade or elephant, but rather at walking the path.

The purpose was that his honor ‘Ali-Ashraf entrusted his gar-
den to our care, therefore we want that garden to be cultivated
to the extent possible. We placed Mr. Qasim there to plant
trees, but for some time, since no spade was obtained, it has
remained delayed and suspended. Since in Haifa due to dif-
ficulties the matter of the spade was prolonged, we therefore
said perhaps the blacksmith of Akka would prepare it quickly.
Now since you have ordered them, definitely take both spades
at whatever price possible.

Convey greetings to all the friends. And upon you be saluta-
tions and praise.
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ABO04855

To: Ali son of Haji Muhammad Sadiq, in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

Praise God that the light of the Most Great Guidance shone
upon thy insight and seeing eye. The darkness of error was
dispelled and the light of divine bestowal became bright and
manifest. The heart became aware and the soul attained wake-
fulness.
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This is the first dawning, so with heart and soul pray for succes-
sive dawnings until the lights of confirmation make the court
of the heart a garden of divine unity. This gate of bounty will
be opened when the garment of identity is renewed and a new
creation comes into being.

The greatest means for attaining these favors is the diffusion
of divine fragrances in all regions, for this is the day of victory.
Therefore, with heart-burning melody, kindle the fire of divine
love in hearts until thou becomest world-illumining and the
interpreter of mysteries and symbols.

As much as thou art able, devote thy efforts to attaining this
bounty. Thou shalt witness the confirmations of the Most
Glorious Kingdom and become the object of praise of the Con-
course on High.

; And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04876

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi the Poet, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O composer of wondrous verses! Indeed, the vision was
founded upon patience and forbearance in all matters and
conditions. The Herald gave you patience and brought you
glad tidings of a boundless reward. What appeared to you
in the realm of vision while you were unaware of your family
will soon become manifest. Verily, the patient ones shall be
given their reward without measure. Be assured of this and
hold fast to the hem of divine favors. Fear not those who
act unjustly, for God loves justice. The candle will shine,
the voice will be raised, the hopes seen in the vision will be
fulfilled, and progress will be achieved. Know thou the sign.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O glorious poet! Your pen name “Majid” is melodious. May
you raise such a melody in the gardens of divine knowledge and
play such a high tune that will bring the birds of the meadow
into ecstasy and joy. I greatly desire to meet with you, but the
times are not favorable and at present wisdom does not permit
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it. God willing, permission will be granted in the future. And e 5 s58us 0305 o)la! dn e A L)

upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04920

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art advancing toward the Threshold of Merciful-
ness!

Verily, I have read the expressions of thy longing for the visit
and thy craving to come to this Brilliant Spot. But the vi-
olators of the Covenant of God have stirred up the dust of
deception, and besides this, there are numerous obstacles and
it is impossible for thee to come in these times. But verily,
I pray my Lord to make this success feasible unto thee in a
future time. There is for this a mature wisdom concealed from
sight, but it shall appear as clear as the sun in midday.

As to thee, be rejoiced at the glad-tidings of thy Lord and trust
in His great gifts, the lights of which have shone forth upon
the horizons of hearts and souls, and trust in the assistance of
thy Master, and ask what thou wishest of the gifts of thy Lord,
the Unconstrained! Draw nigh unto Him with a pure heart,
cheerful face, gazing eye and a joyful spirit and plunge with
thy whole being into the sea of the love of God and forget all
else save Him, so that thou mayest be filled with such spiritual
sentiments from the kingdom of God, which will take the reins
of desire from thy hands and move thee with the power of thy
Lord, just as the wind moveth a mote in the open air as it
willeth. At that time we will draw unto each other in spirit, a
nearness which will be eternal, everlasting and endless.

TAB.199-200
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AB04864

To: Husayn Aqa
Date: 1902 ca.

One day in the land of mystery I chanced to pass by a gathering
place of the mystics from among the Sunnis. I observed a
group of people, grief-stricken and heartbroken, weeping and
lamenting, engaged in reciting elegies for the Prince of Martyrs
(peace be upon him), crying out: “O Husayn, what did they
do when they made thee a sacrifice!” I said, “Glory be to God!
What a strange mystery this is!” Despite the fact that these
people strove for many years to establish and root firmly in
their hearts love for the Umayyad dynasty, try as they might,
they could not succeed. In the end, they themselves raise their
voices in lamentation and mourning for the martyrdom of the
Prince of Martyrs.

Observe how the merciful Lord is the protector of the op-
pressed, such that now the descendants of the Umayyad forces
who perpetrated injustice and tyranny in the land of Taff ex-
press their utmost hatred and disavowal, cursing those people.
This is the meaning of “verily Our hosts shall be triumphant.”

In any case, O loving friend, join the circle of the oppressed,
so that every abasement may become eternal glory, and every
hardship may become the most great mercy, poverty may turn
to wealth, pain may yield purity, nothingness may become the
essence of existence, and martyrdom may lead to life in the
Most Glorious Kingdom.
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AB05147

To: Abdu’llah Khan et al., in Khuy
Date: 1902 ca.

O steadfast one! Do you know by what title you are mentioned
in this divine gathering? If you knew, you would become so
astonished and joyous and successful that you would attain
eternal life.
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Convey the greetings of this yearning one to the beloved friends
in Khuy - upon them be the Glory of God - to Abdullah Khan
and all the other beloved friends, for when ‘Abdu’l-Baha re-
members the faces and city of those dear ones, his surround-
ings become like the land of Khutan and his gathering becomes
fragrant with musk.

O friends, this heart and soul is so filled with love for you that
it cannot be described - alas, alas! How can the ocean of the
heart be contained in a drop of ink from the material world?
And how can the radiant sun enter into the confines of a point?

The purpose is that ‘Abdu’l-Baha sacrifices his life in the path
of the friends of the Blessed Beauty and considers the success of
the heavenly world. The friends too must walk in his footsteps
so that each becomes like honey and sweetness to the taste of
the other.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05216

To: Daughters of Ismullahul-Asdaq et al., in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O progeny of that sanctified and merciful soul! Your letter
expressing gratitude for the efforts of Mirza Arastu in teaching
the English language was noted. God willing, I too shall offer
profound praise and will gladden Mirza Arastu for this service.

However, you who are the descendants of that holy soul and the
progeny of that brilliant light must follow in his footsteps and
walk his path. That blessed soul, throughout his life, experi-
enced new afflictions at every moment and endured hardships.
He sacrificed his life and demonstrated spiritual qualities.

You too must manifest, through your manner, words and deeds,
such characteristics that that pure spirit in the Abha Kingdom
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will open his tongue in praise, become gladdened by your firm-

ness and steadfastness, and find joy and delight.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05016

To: Agqa Mirza Ali Asghar Karkani (Gurgani)
Date: 1902 ca.

My God, my God! Verily Thy servant ‘Isa hath turned to
the threshold of Thy mercy and was attracted by the holy
fragrances of Thy divine Lordship. Thou didst remove the veil
from before him and made his vision penetrating in perceiving
the mysteries of sacrifice. Thou didst raise him up to worship
Thee, glorify Thee and praise Thee every morn and eve. Thou
didst draw his heart through the magnet of Thy love burning
within his breast and ribs, and Thou hast now taken him up
unto Thyself, whereupon the eyes of the loved ones wept for
him and the sighs of grief rose up from his near ones, and
sorrow intensified until it led to overwhelming anguish.

O Lord! Treat him through Thy grace which delivereth from
the lowest depths and raiseth to the highest stations. Cause
him to enter Thy Garden of Refuge and Thy Most Exalted
Paradise beneath the shade of the blessed tree, achieving the

divine presence and enjoying Thy greatest bounties and favors.

Make him a sign of forgiveness and a banner of pardon and
benevolence, arrayed in the garment of Thy favors in the midst
of Paradise.

3 Verily Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate, the Great,
the Forgiving. Verily Thou art the Gracious, the Bountiful in
benevolence.
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AB05418

Date: 1902 ca.

My Lord, my Lord, my Refuge, my Haven and my Trust! I
beseech Thee with my spirit, my heart and my inmost being to
embrace Thy servant Chiragh Baha with Thy supreme mercy
and protect him in the glass of Thy forgiveness from the winds
of torment and the tempests of punishment.

Lord, Lord! We are sinners and Thou art the All-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful. We are transgressors and Thou art the Par-
doner, the All-Bountiful. Deal not with us according to what
we deserve, but deal with us according to Thy forgiveness, Thy
pardon and Thy grace, O All-Merciful, O All-Compassionate!

Lord, Lord! Verily Thy servant who has turned toward Thee,
who has sought the gate of Thy forgiveness, has ever lived
thirsting for the cup of meeting Thee, yearning to gaze upon
Thy beauty, stirred by Thy sweet fragrances, longing to hear
Thy voice, hoping to attain Thy threshold.

Lord, Lord! Ordain for him the supreme triumph, fill his cup
with the living waters, grant him to behold the manifest light,
admit him into Thy mighty paradise, gladden him with Thy
glorious grace, and cause him to be immersed in the seas of
Thy mercy, O Kind One, O Bountiful One, O Forgiving One,
O Merciful One!
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AB05944

To: Chicago Womens Assembly of Teaching
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye maid-servants of the Merciful!

Be rejoiced with the glad-tidings of God and thank your Lord
for that He assembled you in the brilliant gathering with il-
lumined faces, pure hearts, wherein the mysteries of God are
printed, and spirits gladdened by the fragrances of God. This
is from His favor to you in this glorious century.
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I ask God to adorn your heads with the pearls of His favor, to
ignite in your hearts the fire of the love of God, to free your
tongues in utterance of eloquent words and excellent meanings
and mysteries in the gathering of the pious, to make ye roses of
the paradise of EI-ABHA, angels of heaven, united in opinions,
harmonious in thoughts and to manifest in your faces signs of
holiness of the Kingdom among the people.

Soon will your Lord make you growing trees in His wonderful
vineyard, blossoming, leafing and bearing fruits of the paradise
of EI-ABHA through the shadow of His Name, the Merciful,
the Clement.
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ABO05918

To: Rufus H Bartlett, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou confident soul who art content and patient! Verily, I
read thy welcome letter and was informed of its contents which
gladdened the hearts of the believers (i.e., the believers at Acca)
of thy desire for God’s confirmation in the service of His Cause
among the sincere servants.

Do not consider the weakness of the people, but observe the
power of attainment in this manifest day. Separate thyself
from all thoughts, strip thyself from the unclean garment of
attachment to this drossful (or earthly) world, arise for the
service of thy Lord, the Clement, and be clothed with the robe
of assurance (or certainty) so that thou mayest behold the
hosts of confirmation from thy Lord arising from all sides.

As to thy information concerning the services of Mirza Assad
Ullah to the holy and brilliant Threshold, verily, it gladdened
Abdu’l-Baha and He thanked God for this great bounty unto
him (Mirza Assad Ullah) and the chosen of God. Verily, I hope,
through the favor of my Lord, that He will confirm ye unto
that which he (Mirza Assad Ullah) was confirmed; because the
treasury of the favors of thy Lord are full of bounties. Verily,
He granteth to whomsoever He wisheth what He desireth, and,
verily, He is the Generous, the Giver and the Forgiver!

TAB.650-651
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ABO05890

To: Ethel J Rosenberg, in London
Date: 1902 ca.

...0 handmaiden of God! I pray that God may raise up holy,
sanctified and luminous souls in the western lands and north-
ern climes, that these souls may become signs of guidance,
standards of the Concourse on High, and angels of the Most
Glorious Kingdom. Then you shall find the West becoming
the Orient of lights, and radiance gleaming like moons in those
regions. At that time the earth shall become a piece of the
gardens of the Kingdom, the clouds shall pour down from the
highest stations, that land shall quiver and grow, producing
sweet herbs of wisdom and utterance and flowers of knowledge
and certitude. Be assured, O handmaiden of God, that this
bounty shall shine its lights upon the West, and God shall
raise up such souls with spiritual powers, heavenly confirma-
tions, lofty resolve, radiant countenances, merciful hearts, di-
vine spirits and conscious inspirations. Verily thy Lord is the
Powerful, the Mighty.

The greatest means for attaining these stations is spiritual pu-
rity, detachment, sanctity, severance from all else but God,
and forgetfulness of all save Him....
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AB05548

To: Mutasimul-Mamalik (Qarihjijqia), in Qarahjihqiya
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God! Praise be to God that thou art holding
fast to the sure handle and art illumined by the manifest
light. Thou hast turned toward the highest peak and hast
been blessed with the bounty of guidance. Thou hast become
aware of the mysteries of the Book and cognizant of decisive
Although the dust of denial has become a veil
before eyes, praise be to God thou hast rent asunder the veils
and witnessed the lights. Thou hast torn away the veil of
vain imaginings and erased the clouds of doubts until thou
didst behold the greatest signs. Now, in thanksgiving for this

utterance.
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gift, cry out “O Lord! Guide my people, for they know not
and engage in supplication and lamentation, that perchance
through divine grace, heavenly guidance and the outpourings
of the Greatest Name, the blind may gain sight, the deaf may
hear, the dead may be quickened, the captives may be freed,
the deprived may receive their share, and the veiled ones may
attain. This is the cause of eternal glory and greatness in the
divine world. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05699

To: Prince Muhammad Mirza Muhtisham-Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
Some friends have mentioned thy name in their letters and
praised thee, saying that this yearner after the Divine Beauty
is in the utmost state of attraction to the holy fragrances and
in the highest state of longing for the Day-Star of the horizons.

This news brought joy and caused happiness, for praise be to
God, the life-giving breeze is blowing and the hearts of the
friends are in rapture and delight. The musk-laden fragrance
has perfumed the nostrils of the yearning ones and the light of
revelation has illumined the hearts of the free.

Therefore, in gratitude for this heavenly bestowal, the spiritual
friends must ever become intoxicated from the cup of bounty
and become wine-bearers in the divine tavern. Having found
exhilaration from this most bountiful wine, they must take the
cup of the Most Great Guidance in hand, drink thereof and
offer it to others. This is of God’s grace which He bestoweth
upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Lord of great
bounty.
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ABO05891

To: Leona Slydell Barnitz, in Washington, DC
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art commemorating the praises of God!

Verily, I read thy letter of elegant expression, for which I sup-
plicate to God to make thee meek, humble and fit for the ef-
fulgence of the light of His love among the maid-servants; and
(I beg of God) to make all mankind the children of His mercy!
This is the utmost mercy of Abdul-Baha for which he is en-
deavoring night and day and is summoning all to this fountain
which is flowing with the pure water of the gift of God. Ver-
ily, I pray God to assemble all mankind in the shadow of the
standard of peace and under the tents of love in the Paradise
of EI-ABHA; so that all of them may become the children of
God and His beloved ones. Verily thy Lord is compassionate
to the servants who are rightly guided.

As to thee: Appreciate the value of thy father, for he taught
thee to await the manifestation of the Light of Lights. Verily
he hath inhaled the fragrance of the Paradise of EI-ABHA and
his nostrils are therewith perfumed. Therefore, he bade thee
to anticipate and prepare thyself for the appearance of the
Kingdom of God.

TAB.179-180

AB05517

To: Afnan, Bibi Sakinih sister of Mirza Muhsin et al., in Yazd
Date: 1902 ca.

O handmaids of the All-Merciful! In this moment when
‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the utmost state of supplication and
imploring, and is prostrate at the Sacred Threshold of the
Lord of Mercy, I became occupied with your remembrance
and, God willing, at a time filled with spirit and fragrance,
I shall recite the Prayer of Visitation on your behalf facing
the Blessed Spot, and I shall beseech boundless favors so that
the spiritual breezes of the Abha Kingdom may influence
your hearts and make you detached from this transient world
and yearning for the divine realm, that you may become
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wholly attracted to the Eternal Beauty and night and day be
enkindled with the love of the Abha Beauty and consumed
with passion, having learned the way of sanctification and
holiness, melting away in the fire of the love of God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05894

To: Addie Dealy
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the Fragrances of God!

Be rejoiced for my mentioning thee and gladden thine eyes
by the bounty of thy Lord. Know, verily, that His favor unto
thee is great, great; for He guided thee unto the Merciful Light,
confirmed thee in bearing calamities and hardships in the path
of God, on the part of the neglectful ones.

There is no harm in any affliction which befalleth thee in the
love of El-Baha, for this affliction is a gem which glistens and
shines on the crown of guidance which adorns thy head among
the maid-servants. Remember the hardships of the disciples,
and what Mary, the Virgin; Mary, the Magdalene; and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, bore in the path of God; especially Bar-
bara, until she was martyred in the love of Christ; and she
being attracted unto the Kingdom of God, her spirit soared
unto the summits of holiness in the paradise of eternal life, in
the place of Meeting.

TAB.261
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ABO05899

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih
Date: 1902 ca.

O divine leaf! Do not imagine that Ibn-i-Abhar would forget
you, whether in correspondence or during the hours of day
and night, even at dawn during prayers. Rather, he constantly
seeks mercy for you and the encompassing of divine favors. He
may forget himself, but he will never ever forget you. Therefore,
you have no right to complain whatsoever. If there has been
any laxity, it was due to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s numerous obligations,
not from forgetfulness of that sincere friend. Be confident and
at ease, and assured of this clear text.

I beseech God that He may make that stirring leaf intimate
with holy fragrances, so that in gatherings of fellowship you
may become the cause of enthusiasm and rapture among the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful. Apply your utmost effort in
learning the English language.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06501

To: Vagihullah son of Qabil, in Abadih
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who hast recently drunk milk! Praise be to God that
thou hast become a suckling at the breast of the love of God.
How well didst thou speak and string the pearls when thou
didst say “It hath great taste!” O thou who art dear at the
Threshold of Grandeur, it hath indeed great taste! O thou
tender plant in the rose-garden of the knowledge of God, it hath
indeed great taste! O thou fresh fruit of the Paradise of shelter,
it hath indeed great taste! With the tongue of a suckling, pray
at the Threshold of the All-Bountiful Lord, saying:

O Kind Lord! Nurture this suckling babe in the bosom of Thy
bounty and, through the outpouring of Thy grace, rear this
weak and young one. Through Thy favor and generosity, may
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he grow and develop day by day, become worthy to render
service, and engage in servitude at Thy Holy Threshold. Thou
art the Kind One, Thou art the Lord, Thou art the Bestower,
the Forgiver.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06101

To: Mirza Aga Tihrani, in Anzali
Date: 1902 ca.

O faithful servant of the Beauty of Abha!

The perfumed letter from that longtime friend was in the ut-
most eloquence, fluency and brevity. A letter should be thus -
few in words but rich in meaning, eloquent in meaning, fluent
in expression, concise and beneficial.

Therefore it was necessary that permission for presence be
given, but what can be done - “necessities permit exceptions”
is a famous saying. In truth it weighs heavily upon this servant
not to give permission and consent, for he knows the longing
of the friends and senses the flame of their love’s fire. But if
you postpone it to another time it would be better.

Make me your proxy for the visitation. I swear by your pre-
cious life that at midnight I will arise and, facing the Holy
Shrine, will perform the visitation with utmost supplication
and entreaty on behalf of all.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

LS‘C\ s Gsls fodz (5!

PR N R R -2 o3
MLU«’,MLU}.QJ})W\}wW
.\..E.AJ ,..a..s'-

S5k 0315y (3 s Sy e p‘}/ [R*
g.)\)}-\xl\ CV\I U\JJJ.AM o)lp 4> OQ}
Dbt de o) s aRELIG jyde Sl
Sl Ly dadi o3lal 5 031 & i
uﬂ\.w:-\ \JL’Z&S’- )L' "M 9 v\)\v\.:ﬁ \jL’l«u)J
Fe & IS S S Fa ds e

-

o]
S Bk oy lie s e 2 00
e by dlel s g sl (8 )8
T D Se

PYB#119 p.04

82


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1731.pdf#page=407
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/119.PDF#page=4

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II AB06452

AB06434

To: Louisa E Ruddiman, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the Fragrances of Holiness!

Be dilated in thy heart by the gentle breeze which emanates
from the garden of Eternal Life and enkindled in the Tree of
Sinai in the center of Paradise; so that thou mayest be a pillar
of fire and a cloud of light in this age, wherein a drop grows into
a large wave of the sea, and a lamp glistens with the light of the
dazzling stars, and this is from the power which is manifested
by thy Lord, the Clement, the Merciful. [...]

Be firm in the worship of God, fasting, praying, imploring and
invoking unto thy God, the Generous; so that He shall destine
to thee the honor of sacrifice in the path of thy Beloved, the
Ancient.

I ask God to grant thee thy greatest wish in this wonderful
time.

TAB.104

AB06452

To: Fred W Ackerknecht, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art set aglow with the Fire of the Love of God!

Verily, I am in receipt of thy letter, and my breast is dilated by
its contents which proved thy great attraction (to God), thy
joy of heart and the rejoicing of thy spirit by the Kingdom of
God.

Trust in God in all matters and lead the people unto the solid
faith, the way of the Kingdom; so that they may be ushered
into the canopy of peace and abide in the strong castle of the
mercy of thy Lord, the Clement; that they may hoist the stan-
dards of the love of God in the highest mountain summits,
promulgate the revelation of strength on the Ark of Safety
and immerse thyself] in the seas of the mercy of thy Lord, the
Clement.
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Convey my greetings and praise to thy respected wife and to
thy mother, who believed in her God; cheer her heart and
comfort her spirit through the Kingdom of God.

TAB.413-414

AB06517

To: Fred W Ackerknecht, in Johnstoun, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art turning thy heart unto the Kingdom of God!

Verily, I read thy recent letter and praised God for having
blessed thee with two babes, as a mercy on His part. He is
indeed the Merciful, the Generous! Give them the names Leah
and Rachel, which are the names of the two wives of Jacob, for
they were two sisters, beloved of God. Perchance God hath
destined profound wisdom in this.

Then thank God that He hath guided thy honorable wife to the
Manifestation of Light, the Revealer of Signs and the Source
of Mysteries. Verily, this is the great favor.

Then know verily, that the doors of tests will be opened in that
town, but it is incumbent on thee to be steadfast in the love
of God and firm in His great Cause. He who remaineth firm,
grows; and he who is steadfast will be confirmed by God with
great power in this glorious century.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.414
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AB06284

To: Arbab wife of Abdu’l-Husayn Ardistani, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O cherished handmaid of the divine threshold! Your noble
father was martyred in prison under chains and fetters, and
sacrificed himself for that Peerless, Unique Beloved. His illus-
trious name is recorded and inscribed in the register of martyrs,
the roster of lovers, the royal signature of those who sacrificed
themselves, and the proclamation of the enraptured ones in
the Abha Kingdom. Be confident and assured that his radi-
ant countenance shines like the brilliant moon in the celestial
assemblage.

2 What tablet could be more preserved than that Preserved
Tablet, what scroll more widely proclaimed than that Book?
The denizens of the Abha Kingdom and the Supreme Con-
course will chant and sing those tablets forever. Rejoice then
at this great glad-tidings! By My life, it equals the gifts of
earth and heaven.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06249

To: Tabib Tabrizi, Aqa Hasan et al., in Yerevan
Date: 1902 ca.

O spiritual physician of Tabriz! Be like a fever, stirring up pas-
sion, mixing sweetness and diffusing musk, so that you may
enter the enchanting feast of the Beloved and witness a mighty
resurrection. One, like a rose, has rent their garment, while an-
other, like a nightingale, has sent their lament to the heavens.
One, like the narcissus with languid eyes, has opened eyes of
wonder, while another, like a meadow violet, has fallen intox-
icated in the wilderness and plain. One, like the cypress, has
raised their stature tall, while another, like the ringdove, has
caused commotion in the rose garden. One, like the dove, has
raised the song of “Glory and Holiness,” while another, like the
nightingale, has struck up the anthem of “Lord of the angels
and the spirit.” Observe what a luminous gathering this is and
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AB06429

To: Emma C Gabel
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art kindled as a lamp with the Fire of the Love of
God!

Be thou a fountain flowing with the waters of the mercy of
God, a myrtle perfumed with the fragrances of God and a bird
warbling the most wonderful melodies of the knowledge of God
in the garden of faith.

Know thou, verily, the Sun of Truth hath shone forth with the
lights of peace upon all regions. Strife and conflict will surely
be removed from all the nations of the earth. Carnage shall be
taken away; fighting, violence and reviling will be changed into
universal reconciliation and the hosts of tranquillity will pitch
their tents in the midst of the world. Then the awning of the
mercy of thy Lord will be hoisted and those souls who are free
from the filth of prejudice, contradictions and presumption and
are filled with a love that imparts affinity, intimacy, affection,
meekness and humbleness will be sheltered under it.

TAB.424
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AB06028

To: Fatimih Sultan et al.
Date: 1902 ca.

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Give thanks unto God that
you have stepped into the arena of existence in such a blessed
age and have been nurtured in the cradle of being during what
is the most luminous sun of all cycles and ages. The endless
favors and the lights of grace are manifest, the light of divine
unity is apparent.

Therefore, as much as you are able, in gatherings of remem-
brance, let your tongues and speech be adorned with the praise
and glorification of the Lord God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06321

To: Mirza Ruhullah (Kashan)
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou spiritual teacher! In thy school, instruct thou God’s
children in the customs of the Kingdom. Be thou a teacher of
love, in a school of unity. Train thou the children of the friends
of the Merciful in the rules and ways of His loving-kindness.
Tend the young trees of the Abha Paradise with the welling
waters of His grace and peace and joy. Make them to flourish
under the downpour of His bounty. Strive with all thy powers
that the children may stand out and grow fresh, delicate, and
sweet, like the ideal trees in the gardens of heaven.

All these gifts and bounties depend upon love for the Beauty
of the All-Glorious, and on the blessings in the teachings of
the Most High, and the spiritual instructions of the Supreme
Concourse, and on ecstasy and ardour and diligent pursuit of
whatsoever will redound to the eternal honour of the commu-
nity of man. Greetings be unto thee, and praise.

BRL__ATE#104, COC#0612
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AB06008

To: Mr Brown
Date: 1902 ca.

O My God! O My God!

This thy servant hath abandoned superstitions, emerged from
darkness and hath entered into Thy Light which hath shone
forth to the world! Praise be unto Thee, O My God! for thou
hast removed the covering from his insight, caused the reality
of Guidance to appear unto him and hath ordained for him a
gift which is not followed by destruction!

O Lord! O Lord! Send unto him a gentle breeze from the
garden of Thy sanctity in Thy Kingdom of ABHA, so that
he may be refreshed and developed as a flourishing branch in
that adorned and thickly planted grove; cause his tongue to
speak Thy praise among mankind and confirm him through
the breath of Thy Holy Spirit at the time of prayer, so that he
may become a soul unto bodies, a light unto every eye, a joy to
every heart, a consolation to every depressed one, a happiness
to every grieved one, and a proof to every gazer! Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Potent, the Bestower, the Merciful, the
Giver!

TAB.257

AB06227

To: Rida Khan Sartip
Date: 1902 ca.

O Sartip! Enter into the ranks and divisions of the Concourse
on High and adorn the battle lines of the spiritual ones. Make
your assault with the power of faith and certitude, launch night
raids with the weapons of righteousness, and with the fire of
the love of God raise such a commotion that the armies of error
will be scattered, the ranks of self and passion will be broken,
and the might of the hosts of guidance will become manifest.

Physical warfare has no glory and yields no fruit or result. For
a few days it is mentioned, but after a short time the victor
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becomes the vanquished and the conqueror becomes the con-
quered. However when the hosts of divine inspirations over-
come and vanquish doubts, they so thoroughly scatter and
disperse the armies of vain imaginings that no trace remains.

Therefore keep this victory and triumph fixed in your thoughts.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06125

To: Siyyid Isma’il Sina
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
the messenger of the favors of His Holiness the One arrived
and news of the success of the divine friends brought joy and
gladness to hearts. When pure intention and sincere purpose
are fixed in mind, divine assistance, protection and favor will
surely become manifest and evident. This was truly a severe
incident, and the strangers imagined that through this attack
they would uproot and destroy, whereas through such tyranni-
cal movements they only make themselves the disgrace of the
world and cause the eternal glory of the divine friends. The
friends of God must show complete wisdom and kindness to
all, displaying good conduct, so it becomes clear and evident
that these souls are the essence of bounty, the reality of mercy,
the essence of favors, and pure justice and fairness.

2 Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07045

To: Mathilda Poulsen, in Racine, WI
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art advancing toward God! Verily I read thy letter
of wonderful expression and eloquent composition and thanked
God that He hath poured upon thee the bounty of guidance
and hath made thy heart a lamp of piety.

Verily I beseech God, with all humbleness, to remove the cov-
ering from thine insight and to show unto thee His great signs,
and to make thee a banner of guidance, severed from all else
save Him, enkindled with the fire of His love, engaged in His
praise and apprehending the realities of things; so that thou
mayest see with thine eyes, hear with thine ears and not imi-
tate any of the fathers and ancestors; have perception in the
matter of thy Lord, for the people are in dark veils. By God,
the True One, verily the doors of the everlasting paradise are
opened before the faces of the devoted ones and the Tree of
Life therein overshadows the spiritual ones. Happy are those
who enter it and are sheltered under its shadow!
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Gl S olF ) d) A L)
o2l b e &) o y LEYI )l Gl
ezl s S o 5 M 28 e

ot Ol dl Jl g i) K G s
St 5 SN bl Ky ool Sy
£l Slazta g ol 06 laaiie 5 sl 3
G LN Bl e s oS Szt
TJ,\.&MYJ&SLCMS,JJ@,L;]
Ao fe o5 slaa Y PRI
O G AU ol Gl 0V K,
3 el oy o Bt M) T Oy
oAl oo e U allle bl 5,8
Ty il S 5 Ll 5 Jlizd 5 gl

BRL DAK#0802

AB06622

To: Yahya Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God! Praise be to God that you are aware and
fully alert, and that every morning you arise to glorify and
sanctify God and offer thanks that He has deemed you worthy
of such a gift and freely bestowed such a bounty, guiding you to
a path that, like a candle in the night-chamber of the horizons,
will remain illumined forever.

In this case, if your father causes some hurt, you must show
forbearance and make patience and restraint your hallmark.

And I beseech God that He may also awaken him, that he may
know that this aware son is a manifestation of the favors of the
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Lord, and that his eye of insight has been opened to the lights

of the greatest guidance and beholds the signs of God’s mercy.

4 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06590

To: Sister of Sina and Nayyir, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

1 O Handmaiden of God who speaks! The essence of all praise,
glorification and commendation for this servant is to express
servitude at the Sacred Threshold. If ‘Abdu’l-Baha achieves
pure servitude as it should and must be achieved, this is the
crown of glory and the greatest of signs and most exalted of
standards and the ark of salvation.

2 Therefore if you possess a talent for clear inspiration and flow-
ing expression, open your speech to these truths and meanings
and give full voice. I am the servant of Baha and you are the
handmaiden of Baha. I praise you for your connection to that
Threshold, and you praise me for servitude at that Court, so
that both your soul and mine may be gladdened and, like a
divine rose garden, increase in delicacy and freshness.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.

ol e Dby sy Ol e O e
5 b Sy aaz Cospe | e 5
bl 5 sl 2 o 355 Jool Al

Ol fande 5 Ol @)l Sl

Sl b s s e o pUl sat 3 SV
o ol 5 K Gl sl ol 1) Gk
Lsor e 8 55 pod Lo foe o 00
N Zeogm | 5 5 gl Okl ST QLT
S 33 2 s 50 B il aze
Aty Ol by calla) b 2K acle 55,

&&\}@\&}:

INBA17:044, MKT7.038

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 91


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=535
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=46
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-42.html

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

ABO06647

AB11760

To: Ustad Sabbagh et al., in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise God that thou art
successful in servitude at the Sacred Threshold and confirmed
in steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament. Thou art
mentioned in the gathering of the spiritual ones and renowned
at the Threshold of the All-Merciful. The service thou ren-
dered at the Divine Court was accepted and, God willing, will
be spent in the Holy Place. Convey blessed greetings to the
esteemed daughter, the assured maidservant of God. In truth,
that assured leaf is in utmost devotion and supplication, and
is mentioned and near in the Court of the All-Merciful. Take
great care of her for her heart is illumined with the love of the
Abha Beauty and her soul is spiritual through attraction to
the Supreme Kingdom. Upon thee and upon her be glory and
praise.
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AB06647

To: Haddad, Ali et al.
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou servant of the One true God! In this universal dispen-
sation man’s wondrous craftsmanship is reckoned as worship
of the Resplendent Beauty. Consider what a bounty and bless-
ing it is that craftsmanship is regarded as worship. In former
times, it was believed that such skills were tantamount to ig-
norance, if not a misfortune, hindering man from drawing nigh
unto God. Now consider how His infinite bestowals and abun-
dant favors have changed hellfire into blissful paradise, and a
heap of dark dust into a luminous garden.

It behooveth the craftsmen of the world at each moment to
offer a thousand tokens of gratitude at the Sacred Threshold,
and to exert their highest endeavor and diligently pursue their
professions so that their efforts may produce that which will
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manifest the greatest beauty and perfection before the eyes of
all men.
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AB06558

Date: 1902 ca.

O God, my God! This servant of Thine nursed at the breast
of Thy guidance, sought to abide beneath the shade of Thy
providence, was diligent in Thy remembrance, found refuge
within the precincts of Thy court, and was encompassed by Thy
favors. He emigrated from this world to a habitation which is
the manifestation of Thy mercifulness, and he returned unto
Thee, seeking the shelter of Thy most great mercy.

Lord! Lord! Send down upon him the rain of Thy forgiveness
and Thy pardon, and purify him from all things. Suffer him to
attain the threshold of Thy holiness and to take shelter beneath
the shade of Thy mercy, and pardon him through Thy grace
and Thy loving-kindness.

Lord! Purify him from whatsoever may withhold him from
ascending to the Concourse on high or gaining admittance into
the Kingdom of Abha. Thou art the Bountiful. Thou art the
Merciful. Thou art the Forgiving. Thou art the Gracious, the
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ABO07324

To: Aga Bala Karimuf, in Baku

Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received. O sevas Ny Lo oy 5850 Ol 2l (o

Its contents were full of the spirit of joy. Praise God that thou
art assisted by such eternal confirmation and art successful in
service at the Threshold of His Holiness the Most One.
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2 Regarding the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, thou hast shown the utmost
endeavor and God willing it shall be completed with perfect joy
and fragrance. Jinab-i-‘Ali Ashraf will soon return to his native
land. Here he has labored hard; abundant reward is destined
and assured. And know thou with absolute certainty that the
blessedness and auspiciousness of services at the Threshold of
Oneness will confirm all that family, nay that entire household,
with eternal glory.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07712

To: Mamie Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the Fragrances of God! Thank
God for giving and granting thee “sight of eyes” (i.e., a son)
whereby thy bosom becomes dilated and thy heart rejoiced.
Then make his name “Ruhullah” (i.e., the Spirit of God), so
that the spirit of thy Lord, the Merciful of the Merciful, will
confirm him.

O maid-servant of God! Know, verily, that the one who bore
similar name (i.e., Ruhullah), son of Varga, was martyred in
the path of God in the twelfth year of his life. While he was be-
neath the unsheathed sword he called out “Ya Baha-el-ABHA!”
until he was killed in the path of God. We called thy son by
this noble name so that he may have a great station in the
Kingdom of God.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07316

To: Abdu’l-Majid Tabib, in Maraghih
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What thou didst write
was read and caused joy, for the meanings were colorful, full
of sweetness and sugar. Blessed art thou for being steadfast in
service to this mighty Cause and firm and unwavering in the
Covenant. Thou art intoxicated with the wine from the divine
tavern of Abha and filled with ecstasy from the overflowing
cup of the Beloved of the horizons.

Say to the divine friends that time is passing and opportu-
nity slipping away. Strive with heart and soul to make that
region and territory a rose garden and that land and realm
a dawning-place of the hidden favors of the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Siyyid Ali Akbar et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1902 ca.

O believers, O assured ones! Your faith and certitude in the
threshold of the Lord God is evident and manifest like the
shining moon. You are remembered, renowned and witnessed
at that threshold. Therefore be confident in the endless bounty
of the All-Merciful Lord.

If ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s pen falls short, this is due to constant preoc-
cupation, otherwise there would be no shortcoming or laxity. I
beseech God that day by day you may shine ever brighter and
draw nearer to the threshold of Truth.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07689

To: Muhammad Isma’il (Ivughli) et al., in Sirjan
Date: 1902 ca.

O spiritual friends! On this luminous morn ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
thoughts turned to the merciful friends and He took up writ-
ing this letter, that perchance it might become the cause of
spiritual fragrance and joy to the hearts of the friends.

For at the Threshold of the one true God no act is more mer-
itorious than imparting happiness to the hearts of the friends.
Each one of the friends should, most willingly, endeavor to
bring happiness, joy and gladness to those with whom he as-
sociates. They should withhold neither life nor property, nay
rather each should sacrifice his life for the other.

This is the foundation of the religion of God and this is
the proof of sincerity, steadfastness and firmness in God’s
Covenant. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07320

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Praise God that in thy familiar homeland thou art engaged in
service to the compassionate Lord, and like a gardener in the
avenue of divine knowledge, thou art occupied with designing
flowers of inner meanings. This is a gift from the Most Great
Unity that thou hast been assisted and confirmed therein.

His honor Amin has offered the utmost praise of thee, that
praise be to God, thou art steadfast in service, and thus must
thou be. Whoever is like this follows the manifest light.

The days shall pass and nothing but regret shall remain for the
people of the world. The nobility of the human world lies in
divine inspirations, not in worldly adornments. And the end
belongs to the righteous.
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5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07716

To: Sister Sanghamitta
Date: 1902 ca.

...Know thou that in existence there is a centre round which
revolve the firmaments of everlasting life. And whensoever
thou shouldst reach that centre thou wouldst also attain all
other mighty centers in this mighty universe. How many floods
have overflowed, and how many rivers have sprung forth and
flowed, yet all draw their sustenance from the mighty ocean.
Return therefore from the world of pluralities to unity, and
from numbers to the One which is the source of all numbers.
That One is sanctified beyond the limitation of the unifiers.

2 This return will make thee to be a sign of the Supreme Con-
course and the banner of the Kingdom in all regions, and
through it thy face will be illumined between earth and heaven,
and thy tree will bring forth the most wondrous and unique
fruits in the world of existence unto all eternity, and thou shalt
be confirmed in eternal life throughout centuries and ages.
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ABO07327

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi
Date: 1902 ca.

O you who are steadfast in the Covenant! Your letter arrived in
these days and its meanings brought solace to hearts. Praise be
to God that you are under the protection of the All-Merciful
Lord and in the shadow of divine preservation and care, en-
gaged in teaching the Cause of God and devoted to servitude
at the Sacred Threshold.
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2 The condition of faithfulness among the loved ones is to bear
great hardship so they may arise with the mystery of sacri-
fice. Ask God that like the morning breeze, with utmost deli-
cacy and spirituality, you may pass over the gardens of human
hearts and bestow eternal life.

I beseech God to assist you in what He loves and is pleased
with. Verily my Lord is the Merciful, the Compassionate. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO7779

To: Sutherland Mazwell
Date: 1902 ca.

O my beloved one! 1 received thy letter in which thou hast
expressed thy contentment with one who hath turned unto
God and prayerfully adoreth Him. Thy heart is gladdened
by reason of thy blissful union with thine esteemed partner in
life, the handmaid of God, she who hath set her face towards
the kingdom of God and is attracted to Him. Thou shouldst
recognize her preciousness, because she will be a source of glory,
of enlightenment and blessing to the entire family. She hath
attuned her soul to the divine realm, hath freed herself from
the promptings of self and passion, and hath become a devoted
and merciful maidservant in the divine vineyard.

I pray the Almighty that thine inner sight may be illumined
with the light of guidance, and that thou mayest become a
heavenly sign in the world below and one of the sons of the
Kingdom of God. This is better for thee than sovereignty over
the whole earth.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

MAX.208-209
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To: Unknown, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou tree planted in the Garden of the Love of God! Al-
though thou art absent in body, yet, praise God! thou art
present in spirit and art illuminated by the lights of the Divine
Love.

Thou must develop day by day and become more rejoiced than
before through the fragrances of the Holy Spirit and illumine
the hearts of others by the light of the love of God.

I ask God to confirm thee in the service of the Threshold of
God and to strengthen thee in His servitude, like unto Abdul-
Baha. Thus thou mayest be thrilled with the ecstasy of the
wine of the Covenant and give a drink thereof unto the world.

TAB.523

AB08461

To: Amin Farid
Date: 1902 ca.

Honorable Doctor: According to what is heard, you have re-
ceived permission to practice medicine and your diploma from
the College of Medicine. Now experience is necessary in order
to attain skill and proficiency. The greatest of all these is the
confirmation and strength of His Majesty, the One, through
the favor of the Blessed Perfection. I am hopeful that this will
also be yours.

For the physician, the first qualifications are: Good intentions,
trustworthiness, tenderness, sympathy for the sick, truthful-
ness, integrity, and the fear of the Lord. With life and heart
strive thou to be both a spiritual and physical physician. Thus
mayest thou be Ameen and Fareed (Trustworthy and Unique).

Thy honorable father night and day prays, hopes and suppli-
cates that thy life, like his, may be entirely devoted to the
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service of the Threshold of God, that thou remain the servant
of the Holy Cause.

TAB.419-420

AB08242

To: Aga Ghulam-Rida Khurasani, in Mazandaran
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Give thanks
unto God that the Sun of Truth cast a luminous ray into thy
heart, causing the Beloved of the Most Great Guidance to ap-
pear in the gathering-place of thy heart. The escort of grace
arrived and drew thee to the threshold of the Court of Divine
Unity. Thou didst find thy way to His presence and hastened
to His shelter, turning thy face away from strangers and rec-
ognizing that peerless Beloved. Blessed art thou! Praise and
render thanks, that thou mayest become the manifestation of
“If ye give thanks, I will give you more” and the dawning-place
of “O Lord, increase my knowledge!” And upon thee be glory
and praise.
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AB11973

To: Ellen G Rionda, in New York
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou handmaid, faithful and believing!

The hearts of all the friends rejoiced, and in particular, the
heart of ‘Abduil-Baha, when we heard of thy rising up to serve
the Cause of God, and that thou hast set apart one of the
rooms in thy home for meetings of the lovers of God, so that
from it may ascend to the Lord of Revelation the clamour of
chanted prayers.

By the life of God! The queens of the world, with all their
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castles, cannot boast of such a room, since from it shineth forth
the light of lights.

BRL_MEET.AB#10x

AB08352

To: May Mazwell, in Paris
Date: 1902 ca.

Be well assured of the favours of thy Lord, be resigned unto
Him, and cross the ocean in full tranquillity and security. How-
ever, thou must show forth such steadfastness as will astonish
the minds of those who are endowed with intelligence. Give
my greetings to thine honourable husband and tell him: God
hath truly granted you a precious wife, the very daughter of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, whose heart is turned towards the Kingdom of
God and attracted to His sweet savours. Thou shouldst appre-
ciate how precious she is, so that God may confirm and bless
this marriage under all conditions.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Thy re-
cent letter hath been received and I have read its wondrous
contents. We have sent thee a reply by telegraph concerning
the command to depart. And as for thee, O precious hand-
maiden of God, be thou assured of healing from every ailment
through the power of the Spirit from God. At that time, the
clouds of tests shall be dispersed, revealing a light shining bril-
liantly throughout all existence. These tempests shall pass
away and the radiant light shall appear, and thy heart shall
find tranquillity through the outpouring of thy Lord’s tender
mercies, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

MAX.191x, MAX.209x
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AB07930

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of Baha!

The letter you wrote from Maraghih arrived and a fresh fra-
grance wafted, for it indicated the spirituality of the divine
friends in that spiritual clime - namely, that they adorn the
gathering of guidance, find repose in the holy fragrances, and
keep their skirts unsoiled by attachment to this transient world.

In brief, today the measure is forgetfulness of strangers, firm-
ness in the Covenant, joy and gladness through the grace of the
All-Merciful, and detachment from this world. I hope that all
the friends will become successful in attaining this boundless
gift.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

tf: d\::«T fodz (5!

Aoy 43y 035 05 el 51 8 g8
Cilegy o SV L5 )y o Pamdi
Jit G 35 dlegy 1 OT s A 0L
s 5 Ll o Slonks 5 2L (s
YL 36 Olezl 2V

Olg, s gt 5 IS Ol Olie pad) (50
S gl 5 ey ok Glold 5 4y s
Conr b OLL o & olsitel Ol
435 G 0Ly

S ) e

INBAT2:164, MKTS8.016b

AB11968

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O spiritual friend! The letter from that spiritual beloved ar-
rived, and within it was the sacred luminous photograph of
the divine messenger, the heavenly envoy, and the celestial
ambassador Mirza Badi’ (may my soul be sacrificed for him).

When my gaze fell upon that radiant image, my eyes were
brightened, my heart was expanded, my spirit found joy and
delight, and such happiness and gladness resulted from this
sacred and accepted gift that I cannot describe it.

If possible, please send some more copies of this blessed photo-
graph to this Holy Land.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07956

To: Ataullah grandson of Mahmud, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of the one true God! Thou didst complain of thy fa-
ther. Please God this is not really a complaint but a confession
of thy true affection. Since he is thy father all he does for thee
can be transformed to sweetness and kindness even though he
give thee lethal poison, wax cruel and abandon faithfulness.
Whatever he does he is nonetheless thy father.

Instead thou must show patience, be in the utmost dignity, and
thankfulness so that the confirmations and assistance of the
All-forgiving Lord will descend. Hear it from me. Hearken not
to alien whisperings rather arise to that which thou hast been
commanded so that thou mayest obtain an ampler reward and
be praised and loved amongst the concourse of the Kingdom.
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ABO08335

To: Mashaallah et al., in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye divine friends! Praise be to God that ye have found repose
beneath the shade of hope, have reached the ultimate goal,
have rent asunder the veil and the barrier, and have witnessed
the most great signs. Ye are clinging to the hem of grandeur
and are wanderers in the path of the Abha Beauty.

This is bounty upon bounty, and this door of hope hath been
opened before the face of all the peoples of the world. Yet some
are privy to these mysteries while others are deprived of this
bestowal and supplication.

Give ye thanks that ye have been blessed with these bounties.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07948

To: Siyyid Hasan Farahani, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of the Beauty of Abha! The poem has been perused.
It was eloquent and fluent, but it was not in accordance with
the ways of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and its content did not conform to
the beliefs of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for the true belief of this servant
is that the Beauty of Abha—may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones—was the Sun of Truth which, in this cycle, shone
forth at its zenith, and that the Exalted Beauty—may my spirit
be sacrificed for Him—was the Herald of the Most Great Name
and the Supreme Lord of all peoples, and that this servant is
the manifestation of pure and utter servitude to the Ancient
Beauty, without any interpretation, explanation or allusion.

2 This is my station, and any interpretation below this is unac-
ceptable before God and before ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB07970

To: Taqi Khan Qumsi, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O faithful servant of the Abha Beauty! I hope that day by day
thou mayest progress in spiritual stations and become sancti-
fied and purified from the attributes of the carnal self. May
thou walk in the path of detachment and tread the way of sub-
mission and contentment. May thou traverse the desert of the
love of God and drink from the cup of His Covenant.

The glance of divine favor encompasses all; be thou assured of
this. The outpouring of the Abha Beauty is universal; know
this with certainty. As soon as capacity is shown, that out-
pouring will encompass and bestow eternal life.

Therefore give thanks unto God for this mighty grace. Verily
thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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ABO08109

To: Zahra wife of Aga Mirza Muhammad Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O Zahra, though Venus in the highest horizon is luminous, yet
this luminosity is but the manifester of the forms of things, not
the discoverer and perceiver of the realities of beings. If thou
standest firm in the religion of God, that light which mani-
festeth, discovereth and perceiveth shall be attained, and the
object shall be won. The living water shall flow, and the heat
shall be allayed. The tree of hope shall bear fruit, and the dark-
ness of despair shall vanish and disappear. The imagined thing
shall be transformed into known reality, and the gathering of
hopes shall be adorned with the candle of acceptance.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.

Ao el B s clp) fe ) sl
oo e SRy ) dy el G,
Slo g Fla Syde 5 K bl
Jqlé-“)j OTL;Lf Ol r-\; iy Q’:):f\ &
e 5 255 Jole Sas 8
ol s sk ol e el Cany
Sl g 355 50k sl s e K
d gy esh 235 olsie 5 Jb sy

Jusl C“Q‘JL‘TQ}‘&J :;f r]k’w :;4'-

J}jl 4:.‘#‘)\
&—t:'.:”) 2;;)\ &:l@) 2

INBA84:412a

AB11775

To: Bahirih daughter of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Iran
Date: 1902 ca.

O handmaiden of the Most Glorious Beauty! What bounty
and favor has the Supreme Lord bestowed upon you - your
illustrious grandfather His Holiness Ali Akbar and your loving
father His Holiness Ibn-Abhar, your mother the Radiant Flame,
your grandmother the Ilustrious Gift.

I hope that you will grow and develop as these near ones to the
Divine Threshold desire, that you will be nourished from the
breast of grace, be reared in the cradle of divine gifts, reach
maturity in the embrace of the favors of the Most Merciful
Lord, and arise to serve the handmaidens of God.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09022

To: Arthur S Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the Fragrances of God!

Verily I read thy new letter and was informed of its meanings,
which proved thy lowliness to thy Glorious Lord. Verily we
promised thee, by the favor of thy Lord, last year, that thy
Lord would grant thee “sight of eyes” (i.e., a son), a blessed
birth. Thanks and praise be unto God for that He granted
thee a good descendant and dilated thy breast by this great
bounty.

It is incumbent on thee to offer many thanks to the Merciful
Lord for this great favor in the world of humanity. Verily I
implore unto God to make him a sign of His Kingdom, illumi-
nated, spiritual and godlike among the children.

TAB.122-123

ABO08759

To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Hamadan
Date: 1902 ca.

O scion of His Holiness Abraham! Your letter was considered
and its contents brought joy and delight. In Persian and Turk-
ish you raised a great cry and brought gladness and joy to
hearts. We read it and found spirit and fragrance in remem-
brance of you, and fell prostrate at the threshold, beseeching
in utter lowliness that the Glorious Lord may cause the de-
scendant of His Holiness Abraham to attain to such a [noble]
station and in this new age confirm him in such a matter that
he may become the envy of former centuries and the cause of
pride and glory to those who came before.

> And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB08995

To: Annie Dickey, in Honolulu
Date: 1902 ca.

...As for those who have forbidden themselves the spiritual feast
and the breaths of the Spirit of God, they are dead, not living,
and for them there is no permanence, neither in this worldly
abode nor in the Kingdom of God. But the sincere believers
are in the gardens of their Lord’s bounty, joyous, in fellow-
ship, finding solace, and giving thanks to their Lord for this
abundant gift. O maidservant of God! The life of this world
is but confused dreams, having neither station nor happiness
of consequence. But the supreme happiness comes after as-
cension to the Supreme Companion and entry into the eternal
Paradise, the most exalted Heaven, the Presence of witnessing
and meeting.

T 5 s e Ly 1 e
oo s Lo e Sl gl Sl il o Sl
A\o,@gmw,ugm@\rz
Jib 2y G el Ol Opalit) Ll
rrf) Os5Ey 5 Opuly 5 il 0gpt ("rj)
Ll ol O il bl Tadl s Je
plis 5 0l Loalad 5 U e 03] o
Al spmdl dn g (S Bl (S
ST o B dal) s Y g3

sl 5 sasladl 5 2> Ll

MMK3#043 p.027x

AB09002

To: Harriet Ruport, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou whose breast is dilated by the Fragrances of God! Verily
thy letter reached me and I prayed God to confirm thee in
guiding the people to the Manifestation of Lights; satisfying
the thirsty ones with the pure and peaceful water; leading the
sick to the Glorious Physician; guiding those who are led astray
into the Path, imparting the wine to those who are seeking, and
feeding the hungry souls with the food which descendeth from
heaven of thy Lord, the Glorious!

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.408-409
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AB09020

To: James F Brittingham, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted unto the Beauty of ABHA! Verily
I call thee, from this Spot, with a speech whereby the spirit
is breathed into hearts and bodies, and address thee with a
calling whereby His clear wine overflows in the fountain of a
heart which is consumed by the love of God. Verily, I love thee
with my heart, my spirit and my mind, and associate with thee
in spirit (and converse with thee) by my innate tongue. I love
for thee to arise for that to which I have arisen in servitude to
the Sublime and Holy Threshold, turning unto God, hoping for
martyrdom, so that thou mayest attain to the gift, the lights
of which glisten in the eternal horizon.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.174, SW_ v14#07 p.210x

AB09063

To: Sophia Ackerknecht, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O maid-servant of God! Verily, the Lord of Hosts calleth thee
from the absence of existence (or non-existence) and sayeth:
“Come, O My maid-servant, to My Kingdom! Come, O My
attracted one, unto My Great Paradise! Come, O My maid-
servant, unto My Sublime Heaven! Come, O My attracted one,
unto the place of My Glorious Throne.”

Therefore turn, with a heart throbbing and tears flowing, unto
the Beauty of EI-ABHA, so that thou obtaineth the great fa-
vor and drinketh from that wine, and tasteth the fruits of the
Paradise of EI-ABHA.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.415
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AB09050

To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar, in Odessa
Date: 1902 ca.

Your letters have been received. Praise be to God, you have
been and will continue to be confirmed and assisted in all mat-
ters. I beseech God that you may be a lamp of guidance among
the descendants of His Glorious Holiness, that is, Israel, and
a banner of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Verily, He assists
whomsoever He willeth in whatsoever He willeth.

You had requested books from Baku and ‘Ishqabad to present
to certain important persons. Among these books, the Kitab-
i-Aqdas, the Tablet of Tajalliyat, the Tablet of Ishraqat, the
Kitab-i-Igan, the Seven Valleys, the Hidden Words, and the
Madaniyyih - their presentation is permitted. Request them
from ‘Ishgabad that they may send them.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09092

To: Mirza Abbas Quli (Isfahan), in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who hast rent asunder the veil through the power of
the All-Giving Lord! Praise be to the Peerless Lord for guiding
thee to the path of guidance and causing thee to pierce the
veils of idle fancies and vain imaginings. Thou hast beheld the
rosy-cheeked Beauty of the horizons and become distracted,
enchanted, bewildered and astonished.

Therefore, with rent garment, disheveled hair and glowing
countenance, sing love songs in the gathering of the friends,
raise spiritual melodies and lift up the anthem of the Abha
Kingdom, that thou mayest move the world of being and
bring joy and gladness to the Concourse on High.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.
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ABO08807

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O branch of the Tree of the All-Merciful!

Aqga ‘Abdu’l-Ghaffar has repeatedly made the utmost com-
plaints about his father Haji Muhammad Ibrahim, and has
raised lamentation and outcry. He has exhibited such agita-
tion and distress that it defies description. In these days he
has again written a letter of complaint through you and raised
lamentation and cry.

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! It would be good if his father
would make an effort in this matter so that reconciliation may
be achieved between that son and father.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

Ciles fo gr s
5K sl oS Sl BT Gl
3 AL Al L) 4F sl Ol
§ S g5 5 g ok 4K 5L
LC:’:’ "42.«\}: }y rli\ LX-\ J.) ))\a\; Wj

0558 Gl 5 Al 2K Jacbic. K
sl ol aSLa foyde Ol O 2>
S oale b dale iy 52 0 o) 55 Cod

335 Joolo W5 s
Tl adl S

INBAS87:327a, INBA52:333a

AB08971

To: Mirza Aqga Jan Kalimi, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O kind friend! Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar has been seized with a desire
to be generous and has opened wide the door of munificence -
but what can be done when it is from another’s purse? One
must accept and act accordingly, and must satisfy you so that
the matter does not end up in litigation before the judge, for
they are in debt and I am obligated to pay these debts.

I beseech God to bestow from the treasury of divine knowledge
the pearls of certitude and the radiant gems of firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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ABO08858

To: Aga Abbas Amzajirdi
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art yearning for the beauty of the Day-Star of the
horizons!

Some time ago a letter was sent, and now again a missive is
being penned with the pen of longing, that it may cause the
intensity of attraction to increase and completely remove the
reins of free will from the hand of power, and so intoxicate thee
with the wine of “Am I not your Lord?” that thou mayest, with
cup in hand, dance in the arena of sacrifice and, taking heart
and soul in thy palm, scatter them at the feet of the Kind
Beloved.

Yet stray not beyond the bounds of wisdom - the decree of
wisdom, by the conclusive text of His Holiness the Most Great
Unity, is ordained and obligatory.

And upon thee be greeting and praise.
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AB08560

To: Aga Mashhadi Ali Usku’i
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God! Although thou hast hastened from thy fa-
miliar homeland to that well-known clime, there is assuredly a
wisdom in this that will become evident and manifest. Among
these is that thou mayest become the cause of the awakening
of souls, and the proclamation of the Word of God, and the
diffusion of the divine fragrances. I beseech God that thou
mayest become a guide unto guidance and a spreader of the
word of righteousness.

Day and night loose thy tongue in praise and thanksgiving,
and arise to glorify and supplicate the Most Glorious Beauty.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09019

ABO09015

To: Arthur La Grange
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou cup overflowing with the Wine of the Love of God!
Know thou that the doors of the Kingdom are being opened to
both East and West. Verily, the people have remained heed-
less of the remembrance of their Lord after waiting for cen-
turies and ages! However, those whose consciences are pure
and whose hearts are sanctified hasten towards it and enter
therein through every door with radiant faces and with hearts
and spirits rejoicing. And thou, give thanks unto God for this
great guidance and mighty gift!

Greetings and praise be upon thee.

TAB.410

AB09019

To: Fred W Ackerknecht
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art advancing unto God! Thank God for that He
taught thee the word of guidance, illuminated thy heart by the
light of the Kingdom in this world, destined to thee eternal life,
everlasting salvation, progress and prosperity in the world of
spirit.

Hold to the garment of glory, grasp the firm rope and loosen
thy tongue in praise of the Beloved EI-ABHA.

Neglect not praying and communing in the gloomy midnights
and morn and eve, and offer glory unto thy Lord, the Supreme.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.413
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ABO08553

ABO08716

To: Halabisaz, Ali Akbar et al.
Date: 1902 ca.

O ye two birds of the nest of divine knowledge! Praise ye God
that in the nest of recognition ye are locked in embrace, and
upon the branches of love and fidelity in the Abha Paradise,
ye are engaged in song and melody with great fervor and ex-
citement.

This station hath been ordained for you and, God willing, ye
shall become assisted and confirmed therein. Your services to
the loved ones of God are remembered and known, and in the
divine Kingdom they are celebrated, praised and accepted.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB08553

To: Iskandar Khan
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God! Alexander of Greece sought fame and
renown in the world of human existence and became renowned
throughout the horizons for his military might and blood-
thirstiness. He put kings in chains and took them captive,
but in the end he found his resting place in the dark earth
and his inherited throne became a buried grave. Therefore,
seek thou to become an Alexander in the divine realm and
conquer East and West with holy fragrances, that this dusty
earth may be transformed into a luminous horizon and buried
tombs may be changed into well-built palaces. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB08611

AB09001

To: May Maxwell
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the fragrances of God!

Verily I read thy letter and thanked God for thy joy and hap-
piness, as thou art pleased with thy revered husband. I beg of
God to surround this union with a heavenly blessing, and to
ordain for thy dear husband and thy dear brother a heavenly,
spiritual and merciful gift which may lead to eternal, everlast-
ing and spiritual life, and to infinite and heavenly distinction.

As to thee: Flee not from the remembrance of thy Lord, the
Merciful, the Compassionate, and diffuse the fragrances of God
in that region.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

MAX.215

ABO08611

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Tabasi
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou servant of the Covenant! Give thanks unto God that
thou art intoxicated from the chalice of the Covenant and, like
a brimming cup, dost bestow spiritual inebriation upon every
wine-lover in the gathering of “Am I not?” With the cup of
“Yea” in hand, while the market of all other wine-drinkers hath
crashed, thou hast attained such rapture and joy that thou hast
hastened, dancing, to the gathering of divine manifestation.

Thy services at the Sacred Threshold are accepted, and thy
strivings and enthusiasm are confirmed and evident. I beseech
God that thou mayest be assisted and confirmed in all condi-
tions. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08994

To: Sophia Ackerknecht
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art baptized by the Spirit of the Love of God!
Rejoice in this great bounty and be gladdened by this mighty
gift! Verily, thou art from the West and we are from the East,
and the distance between is great. Nevertheless, it is as if we
were from one native land, one city, one house and one house-
hold. The love of God hath gathered us all under the shade of
one tent, beneath one banner. This is from the power of the
command of God and His dominion, which encompasseth all
contingent beings and affects the hearts of all existing things.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.414

AB09625

To: Eddie Collin, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art supplicating unto the Kingdom of God! Rest
assured in the mercy of thy Lord; be rejoiced for my remember-
ing thee; gladden thyself by the appearance of the Kingdom of
God, be attracted by the fragrance of God and call out: “Ya
Baha EI-ABHA!”—from the depths of thy heart with all meek-
ness and supplication, attracted by the fire of the love of God.
(Then anoint or rub all the parts of the body.)

Verily I say unto thee, if thou attainest the condition we demon-
strate to thee (i.e., if thou followest the directions given) be
confident in the speedy recovery through the favor of God.

TAB.053-054
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AB09638

AB09634

To: Mrs Bartlett, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art rejoiced by the Appearance of the Kingdom of
God! Blessed art thou for that thine eyes were brightened by
the light of guidance, thine ears heard the calling of God from
the Supreme Concourse, thine heart was gladdened by the love
of God and attracted unto the Beauty of God.

Verily, by the Lord of Hosts, thou wilt find thyself in the King-
dom surrounded by favors on the part of thy Lord, the Praised
One, and the angels of mercy will herald to thee glad-tidings
which are the greatest gift from the King of Love.

Upon thee be El-Baha and upon thee be praise! O thou who
art attracted by the fragrance of God in this manifest day!

TAB.651-652

AB09638

To: Margaret La Grange, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou whose tongue is uttering the Name of God! Turn wholly
unto the Lord of Hosts, “Glorious Station,” the Manifest; be
severed from all things, and hold to the robe of the Clement
Lord, and enter into the extended shade, until thy Lord con-
firmeth thee by the fragrances of holiness in this promised day,
wherein the name of the Kingdom is celebrated and spread in
all regions.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.410-411
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AB12789

AB09178

To: Daughter of Ismullahul-Asdaq, in Khurasan
Date: 1902 ca.

O handmaiden of God, honored mother! When she arrived at
the Holy Shrine and was honored to visit the Sacred Threshold,
she was always mindful of you and made mention of you. In
the Holy Shrine she beseeched divine favors on your behalf,
and I hope that her prayer will be answered.

Therefore, you must follow the way of that honored one and,
like her, spend your days and nights in servitude at the Sacred
Threshold.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12789

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O Lord, My God! Assist Thine erudite servant and make him
the light of the garden of virtues, the pupil of the eyes of the
learned, and a sign amongst Thy signs. Aid him in every mat-
ter and dilate his breast with the rays of Thy oneness, O My
Lord, the Ever-Forgiving! Unloose his tongue in Thy praise in
the assemblies of light, inspire him with the verses of Thy unity
in the gatherings of joy and delight, and diffuse through him
the sweet savours of Thy holiness in every land and region.

Thou art the Helper, the Confirmer, the Bestower, the Com-
passionate.
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AB09630

AB09309

To: Muhammad Jadhbih, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

...they must consider charitable contributions as highly impor-
tant and strive with the utmost effort in this blessed endeavor.
These charitable contributions are among the essential require-
ments, so that the needy and distressed may be assisted, and
particularly the young children - especially orphans and the
poor who are God’s trust - may be supported and the means
for their education provided. This matter of mutual aid and
assistance is a firm foundation in this luminous Cycle. The
utmost effort must be exerted in establishing and promoting
charitable contributions so that affairs may be well-ordered
and the foundation of progress in all degrees may be firmly
laid....
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AB09630

To: Margaret M Sprague
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art turning unto God! Blessed art thou for having
drawn nigh unto God, entered into the Kingdom of God, and
longed for martyrdom and sacrifice in the path of God.

Say: “My God, my God! My blood yearneth to be shed in
Thy path, my heart desireth to be set aflame with the fire of
Thy love, and my body longeth to be raised upon the cross in
sacrifice for Thy servants. O Lord! Ordain for me this supreme
bounty and grant me this mighty gift, that I may attain unto
everlasting and eternal life that hath no end. Verily, Thou art
the Gracious, the Merciful, the All-Bountiful.”

BSTW#280
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AB10245

AB09922

To: Yusif Vujdani, in Hamadan
Date: 1902 ca.

...When giving medical treatment turn to the Blessed Beauty,
then follow the dictates of thy heart. Remedy the sick by
means of heavenly joy and spiritual exultation, cure the sorely
afflicted by imparting to them blissful glad tidings and heal
the wounded through His resplendent bestowals. When at the
bedside of a patient, cheer and gladden his heart and enrapture
his spirit through celestial power. Indeed, such a heavenly
breath quickeneth every moldering bone and reviveth the spirit
of every sick and ailing one...

SWAB#131x, LOG#0964x
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AB10245

To: Emily N Gustin, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O maid-servant of God! I ask God to open before thy face
the doors of wisdom, to give thee a drink of the chalice over-
flowing with the wine of certainty, and to inspire thee with
the mysteries of the Holy Book, so that thou mayest know the
significances of vision and the reality of revelation, and all the
hidden symbols of prophetic Scripture, such as those of Isaiah,
Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.412
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AB10208

AB10111

To: Bayklarbayk:, in Khuy
Date: 1902 ca.

O Prince of Princes! The meaning of Biglar-Bigi in the Turk-
ish tongue is as stated, but ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s intent by principal-
ity is not earthly dominion, for such sovereignty is bondage.
Rather, His purpose is enthronement upon the celestial throne.
A prince is that blessed soul who conquers the realms of hearts
and establishes an eternal, spiritual sovereignty. I hope that
you may attain such a bounty and establish such a throne of
sovereignty. And upon you be greetings and praise.

O ol oK e Ol e |
S el 31 s e Lo INRCOWION
&y ol el el O ) 6 Qo
e O\j:w\ Coler) i e 3] o
3 A e s JBI § ol Sl
SUERUFYES WL Lloyy o) bl
Skl s Oy'w’;w) Gl e u&*’:'

Wl aod) e s Slop Ll

INBA89:171a

AB10208

To: Arnold Houchens, in New York
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou advancer to God! Verily, I have read thy brilliant letter
which is elegantly composed. I supplicate God to alleviate thy
trials and look upon thee with the eye of His mercy under all
aspects.

Turn thou to the Kingdom of thy great Lord with a truthful
heart and with all devotion, sincerity and great spirituality and
ask to be healed from pain and passions and be confident in
the great bounty of thy Lord.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.636
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Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II AB10249
AB10248

To: E F Miss Drayton, in New York

Date: 1902 ca.

O Maidservant of God! W L

Verily, that child is born and is alive and from him will appear
wondrous things that thou wilt hear of in the future. Thou
shalt behold him endowed with the most perfect appearance,
supreme capacity, absolute perfection, consummate power and
unsurpassed might. His face will shine with a radiance that
illumines all the horizons of the world; therefore forget this
not as long as thou dost live inasmuch as ages and centuries
will bear traces of him.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10249

To: Louise Herman, in New York
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou maid-servant of God! I supplicate and implore my Lord
to strengthen thee by the Spirit of Life, make thee enter the
Ark of Safety, and show thee the evident signs; that the veils of
the people of suspicion may be rent asunder and the brilliant
proof of God become manifest to all regions, and thy heart
be made a clear mirror wherein are printed the Lights of the
Kingdom of the earth and heaven.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.313
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AB09849

AB12690

To: Ali Asghar Shirazi, in Rasht
Date: 1902 ca.

I beseech the Ancient Mercy to send its protecting grace to
that captive of the love of God, that he may remain firm and
steadfast as a mountain of iron in the sure Covenant, protected
and preserved in the impregnable fortress, and moment by mo-
ment be confirmed in renewed firmness and constancy. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09849

To: Karbala’i Abbas Khaki, in Shiraz
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of Baha! From the pen name of that prince of poets
the meaning of humility and submissiveness is inferred...

The poet Ibn al-Farid says:

“Take it pure, and if you wish to mix it, then to turn from the
beloved’s pure water would be tyranny.”

That is, you must drink that divine wine pure and unmixed;
do not mix it with anything else. And if you wish to mix it,
do not go beyond the water from the beloved’s mouth, for that
would be the essence of tyranny....
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AB09970

AB10130

To: Khalil nephew of Faizih Khanum, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O sapling in the garden of the love of God! Seek growth from
the April rain of bounty, and attain infinite freshness and del-
icacy from the outpouring of the springtime of guidance. The
life-giving breeze is wafting and bestowing eternal life.

2 Your letter was received. I hope that, like the trees of unity in
the Abha Paradise, you will be blessed by the droplets of the
cloud of bounty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09970

To: Rubabih, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O Rubabih! The rubab requires a loud melody, not a hidden,
faint tune. Be not grief-stricken. Be alert and hopeful. The
purpose shall be achieved and the hand of the hinderer and
preventer shall be cut short. The Beloved of divine confirma-
tion shall remove the veil, and the truth shall cause the market
of unreality to decline. When the candle is lit, surely the dark-
ness of gloom shall vanish and be dissipated. When the sun
rises, “the moon is cleft asunder.”

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10133

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O sapling of the rose-garden of divine knowledge! Praise God 5 & I, las oS A b s J:K Ji &
that thou wert nurtured in pure loins and wombs, and wert ole )y Bl ui)u,%;lﬁ <.\,)\j <o
born of the elements of faith and certitude. God willing, like
a pearl in the embrace of the shell of grace, thou shalt be nur-
tured and become light upon light. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB10424

To: Agqa Muhammad Jafar son of Mulla Husayn, in Anar
Date: 1902 ca.

1 O servant at the threshold of the One! They say that “Ja’far” 5 jier & 4o c,;.x,\ o ys fods (gl 1
in the Arabic language means a flowing river and sweet running  g,le Cde b 5 ol ()l 2 0 2
water. Therefore, O river encompassed by the encompassing b g sl L2 2 3l bl & ¢l 5
ocean, seek assistance so that through sweet and pleasant water — cii> 5 ¢,8 Ol caw S S ;;L'
you may become the cause of life and the reality of “and from ss f ST Al ;,. s :}{ S o
water We made all things living” may become manifest and
apparent.

2 And upon you be greetings and praise. ee] P 4,>:J\ She 5 2

MMK6#310x
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AB10675

To: Laura E Jones, in Chicago
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art advancing unto the Kingdom of God! I ask
God to make thee a helper to the maid-servants of the Merciful,
to walk in the path of salvation, to disperse the clouds of doubt
from the horizon of the hearts, to make the sun of knowledge
manifest unto souls and spirits and to confirm thee in a matter
which will make thee to raise the banner of the Covenant in
the world.

TAB.054

AB10679

To: Harriet Ruport, in Johnstown, NY
Date: 1902 ca.

O thou who art guided by the Light of Guidance!

Verily, I am informed of thy confession of the Oneness of God
and thy being attracted to the fragrances of God. I implore
unto God to make thee a sign of guidance; thy face rejoicing
among the maid-servants of the Merciful, and thy heart severed
from this world, which weakeneth the hearts and spirits.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.408
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AB10432

To: Ali Akbar, in Kashan
Date: 1902 ca.

O spiritual servant of the Abha Beauty! The chamber that
thou hast made into a Mashriqu'l-Adhkar and a gathering
place for the mention of the divine Beauty hath been accepted.
The palaces of kings shall become buried tombs, but this cham-
ber shall ultimately make that house a frequented fane, and thy
service shall be accepted and renowned at the threshold of the
All-Forgiving Lord. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10385

To: Mashhadi Akbar, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of God! The poems were eloquent and articulate,
and possessed the utmost sweetness and charm. Their recita-
tion brought joy. God willing, you will practice for some time
and properly master the rules of versification, and compose an
ode in praise of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones. ‘Abbas.
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AB10438

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O servant of the one true God! BahrAim, famed though he
was, won for himself no portion of the realm of joy; he pursued
the wild ass, until at last he became the captive of the grave.
Thou, however, to the blindness of the eyes of strangers, hast
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become the confidant of divine mysteries, hast found admit-
tance into the retreat of the secret, and in the heavenly world
hast received thy share of an infinite grace. Render thanks,
therefore, unto God.

oad Ol (A Ok s Gaalys )y Ko

MKT6.004b

AB11497

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Muallim, in Tihran
Date: 1902 ca.

O Lord! Make affairs easy, expand our breasts, grant abundant
grace, and admit us to the paradise of joy and delight, through
Thy mercy, O Mighty One, O All-Forgiving Onel!

ADMS#051
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AB00327

To: Baha’is of the world, in Tihran
Date: 1902 or <

O my God, praise be to Thee and thanksgiving be unto Thee,
O my Beloved, for having exalted Thy Word, perfected Thy
favor, preceded all with Thy mercy, fulfilled Thy proof, com-
pleted Thy bounty, manifested Thy signs, raised high Thy ban-
ners, caused Thy lights to shine forth, and spread abroad Thy
traces. Necks have bowed before Thy grandeur, heads have
bent low before Thy sovereignty, the earth has trembled at
Thy call, and all created things have been renewed in a won-
drous garment through Thy power and bounty. The pavilions
of Thy manifest Faith have been raised in every region and
clime, and the tent-ropes of Thy glory have been fastened in
every plain and highland, in the depths of valleys and upon
every lofty hill. The darkness of error has passed away and the
dawn of guidance has breathed upon the horizons. Light has
spread to every quarter, the breezes of grace have wafted over
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all regions, the holy fragrances have been diffused, and the nos-
trils of the sincere have been perfumed with the fragrance of
Thy love on this Day of the Covenant.

Unto Thee be praise, thanksgiving, glory, commendation,
bounty, generosity, benevolence and blessing. O Lord, O
Lord! Aid Thy righteous servants to establish Houses of
Worship throughout all lands, that the cry of glorification
and magnification may ascend to the Kingdom of Mysteries,
and that the voice of sanctification and celebration, rising
from these gatherings of the righteous, may reach the ears of
the Concourse on High. Ordain for every soul who strives in
this mighty matter what Thou hast ordained for Thy chosen
ones in Thy most glorious Kingdom. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Powerful, the Strong, the All-Powerful.

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that
the dawning of the Sun of Truth from the Unseen Realm of
Divine Unity and the Center of Mercifulness has encompassed
all horizons, and the mention of the Blessed Beauty - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - has stirred the world
of being. The call of the Cause of God has become universal,
and the light of Supreme Guidance, like the manifest dawn,
has illumined the ethereal sphere. From the supreme gather-
ings rises the cry of glorification and praise, and from the great
assemblies the voice of glorification and attributes of the Most
Glorious Beauty reaches every ear, lowly and noble alike. The
lights are spreading and the mysteries are manifest and ap-
parent. The human world is in constant resurrection and the
world of humanity is the dawning-place of spiritual bestowals.
Peace and reconciliation prevail, along with harmony and pros-
perity. Love is universal and fellowship exists with all peoples
and nations in every land. The favors of the Blessed Beauty
have uprooted animosity, and the banner of supreme kindness
has been raised to the highest summit. The foundation of con-
flict and strife has been scattered to the winds, and the basis
of hatred and enmity has been obliterated and removed. He
has commanded love toward all peoples, and ordained obedi-
ence and loyalty to just sovereigns of the realm, so that all
the friends may become kind and compassionate to all human-
ity, and all may show complete sincerity in their submission to
government and become faithful subjects with pure intentions.

Observe what a great bounty this is, and what a wondrous
wisdom, and this is naught but from His grace and mercy unto
all the worlds.
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O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that through the
aid and favor of the Blessed Beauty, the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in
‘Ishqabad has been established with the utmost freedom and
power, and all the friends have striven with the utmost effort
in this service. They are exerting themselves with heart and
soul, and making sacrifices beyond their capacity in this en-
deavor. But since this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is being established
with complete freedom, and its construction has been entrusted
to the illustrious branch, Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi Afnan,
who has undertaken this service as my deputy, and since news
of this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar has spread far and wide, therefore it
must be built with the utmost perfection and solidity. All the
friends and loved ones must assist in establishing this edifice
according to their capacity, that it may soon be completed,
lest delay cause joy to the heedless, affect the hearts of the
well-wishers, and disturb the minds of the free.

O Lord, O Lord! Aid the righteous ones to serve Thy Cause in
all lands, and enable them to sacrifice their spirits and wealth
in establishing Houses of Worship, that they may become nests
for the birds of holiness at dawn, and that from them may rise
the voice of remembrance with wonderful melodies from the
most beautiful strings, and that the gems of existence may
remember Thee with the psalms of the House of David during
their bowing and prostration, O my Loving Lord! Verily, Thou
art the Almighty, the Powerful, the Generous, the Bestower!
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AB00620

Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art rejoiced at the explanation of the maid-servant
of God...!

Thank thou God that He hath sent forth unto thee such a
spiritual and loving sister, who is preserved from egotism an
desires and is rejoiced at the glad-tidings of God. Can there
be imagined any greater mercy than this? No! by the One
who hath created the heaven and earth! Blessed thou art, for
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thou hast inhaled the fragrances of life from the garden of the
Kingdom of El-Baha before thine ears had heard the call!

As to ... whom thou hast mentioned, it behooveth him to seek
only the divine bounties and subjects which lead to the real
knowledge of the invisible (world of God), through the media-
tion of the Holy Spirit. Then he will perceive the reality of the
triune powers in man, through his innate perception. For, ver-
ily, the sign of these triune powers which exist in mankind are
spirit, mind, and soul. The spirit is the power of life, the mind
is the power which apprehendeth the reality of things, and the
soul is an intermediary between the Supreme Concourse (or
Spiritual World) and the lower concourse (or material world).
It, i.e., the soul, hath two phases: The higher aspireth to the
Kingdom of El-Baha, and the light of the mind shine forth
from the horizon (or kingdom) unto its higher sphere; the other
phase inclineth to the lower concourse of the material world
and its lowest sphere is enveloped in the darkness of ignorance.
But when light is poured upon this phase, and if this phase
of the soul is capable of receiving it, then “truth hath come
and falsehood vanisheth, for falsehood is of short duration” -
otherwise, darkness will surround it from all directions and it
will be deprived of association with the Supreme Concourse
and will remain in the lowest depths.

As to the “voice:” There are two kinds of voices. One is the
physical voice and it is expressed by atmospheric vibrations
which affect the nerves of the ear; the other is the breath of
the Merciful and this is a call which is continually heard from
the Supreme Concourse and cheereth the pure and holy souls.
May it be beneficial to those who have heard the Call!

Know thou that the Ancient Light and the Manifest Beauty
(God) hath sown seeds in the soil of existence and hath irri-
gated it through His spiritual bounties. This soil will surely
bring forth good plants of divine gifts; the leaves of this growth
are love and union, its stem is the teachings of the True One
and His supreme laws, and the grain pods are the heavenly
blessings which giveth life to the souls. Depend thou on these!
Depend thou on these! Depend thou on this, and abandon
every imagination and be attracted to the light of reality and
discover both the divine truths and physical truths!

Also, know thou that the greatest spiritual divine “chaplet” is
the Word of God and the Sun of Truth which penetrateth the
reality of the created things and attracteth the entire soul of
man in the world of existence and shineth forth unto all hori-
zons (or regions). Hast thou ever perceived a greater “chaplet”
than this? No! by the Splendor of Baha’!
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Verily, I yearn for the visit of those souls who are cheered,
dilated and moved by and attracted to the Holy Spirit and the
Word of God.

TAB.610-612, BSC.464 #863x, SW__ v08#15 p.211x, TOR.203-204x, VITRM.025-
026, BSTW#043b, BSTW#043c, BSTW#1501

ABO00783

To: Mirza Ali Bunakdar, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 or <

O you who have girded up your loins in service to the Cause of
God! T have chanted verses of thanksgiving to the Concourse
on High for having confirmed souls who were attracted to the
fire of the love of God, who became acquainted with the divine
fragrances, and who were not saddened by what the enemies
of God perpetrated. These are the companions of the Ark in
the sight of God, these are the steadfast ones.

What was inscribed to the honored Siyyid from the musk-
scented pen, and likewise the effect of the precious pen of the
esteemed Siyyid Ali, were all essence of meanings and spiritual
breaths. Praise be to God who has raised up precious souls
who, like an impregnable fortress, resist those who attack the
designated station, and like lamp-glasses protect the Cause of
God from the winds of violation. How excellent is the exam-
ple of those who remained firm in the Covenant and protected
the lamp of horizons from the winds of discord! Indeed they
are the banners of enlightenment upon the hills and plains and
edifices and mountain peaks.

As for the violators, these unfortunate ones are regretful, but
when an arrow has left the bow its return is difficult. Do not
forget “the fire but not disgrace.” Therefore counsel that per-
sonage - then whoever wishes may accept and whoever wishes
may turn away. Verily God is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy.
Say: O my soul, the manifest morn is pleasant, not the sor-
rowful evening; the lamp of the Covenant is bright, not the
darkness of violation; the waves of the water of life give life,
not the surging of a mirage; the soaring of the eagle is lofty,
not the flight of a swarm of flies.
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Observe what the violators have manifested in these years and
months. They have done nothing except cast doubts into the
ears of a few weak unstable ones, and from another direction
they beat the drum and cymbal of discord in the gatherings
of the horizons and made the Cause of God a laughingstock
to the world. They made the friends of the Ancient Beauty
weep blood and made the enemies of the Most Great Name
dance with joy. But praise be to God, hosts of victory arrived
successively from the Most Glorious Kingdom and armies of
divine confirmation launched their attack from the Supreme
Concourse. In a brief time it became evident to all on earth
that from the rebellion of the violators no dimming affected the
lamp of light, and from the axe of cruelty no weakness reached
the root of the tree of faithfulness, and from the attack of foxes
no lassitude came to the victorious lion. The sun of oneness
is radiant and the intervening cloud passing; the sweet cool
sea surges upward and the mirage and vapor are detestable to
people of insight.

O Light of Truth, sword of religion and heart,
O heart and soul abashed by thy presence!

These worthless ones intend
Through envy to veil thy sun.

In any case, tell them: While there is still time and remedy
has not slipped from hand, return so that God may change
evil deeds to good deeds. There is no doubt that “one who
repents of sin is like one who has not sinned.” Man is prone to
forgetfulness, but opposition destroys the foundation and leads
to the lowest hell. Soon you will observe how the radiance of
the sanctity of the Covenant will illuminate the horizons and
the lights of the Testament will make the world and universe a
rising place of the shining moon. On that day the bargaining
of the guilty shall be in loss. This has been recorded in former
ages. And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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To: Sarah Gertrude Harris, in New York
Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art speaking the praise of God in that vast and
extensive region!

Thank God, who hath raised such women from the essences
of the love of God in that distant place and hath made them
as fountains of knowledge, sources of assurance and dawning-
places of the commemoration of thy Lord, the Merciful! I beg
of God to strengthen them through the most strong power, by
the hosts rushing forth from the Kingdom of EI-ABHA and by
the angels successively coming from heaven. Verily, He is the
Assister, the Beneficent!

As to thy question concerning the husband and wife, the tie
between them and the children given to them by God: Know
thou, verily, the husband is one who hath sincerely turned
unto God, is awakened by the call of the Beauty of El-Baha
and chanteth the verses of Oneness in the great assemblies;
the wife is a being who wisheth to be overflowing with and
seeketh after the attributes of God and His names; and the
tie between them is none other than the Word of God. Ver-
ily, it [the Word of God] causeth the multitudes to assemble
together and the remote ones to be united. Thus the husband
and wife are brought into affinity, are united and harmonized,
even as though they were one person. Through their mutual
union, companionship and love great results are produced in
the world, both material and spiritual. The spiritual result is
the appearance of divine bounties. The material result is the
children who are born in the cradle of love of God, who are
nurtured by the breast of the knowledge of God, and who are
brought up in the bosom of the gift of God, and who are fos-
tered in the lap of the training of God. Such children are those
of whom it was said by Christ, “Verily, they are the children
of the Kingdom!”

Consequently, O thou maid-servant of God, go unto the maid-
servant of the Merciful One and tell them from the tongue of
Abdul-Baha: “O maid-servants of the Merciful!
bent upon you to train the children from their earliest baby-
hood! It is incumbent upon you to beautify their morals! It is
incumbent upon you to attend to them under all aspects and
circumstances, inasmuch as God—glorified and exalted is He!-
hath ordained mothers to be the primary trainers of children
and infants. This is a great and important affair and a high

It is incum-
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and exalted position, and it is not allowable to slacken therein
at alll”

If thou walkest in this right path, thou wouldst become a real
mother to the children, both spiritually and materially. I beg
God to make thee severed from this world, attracted to the
fragrances of sanctity which are being diffused from the garden
of the Kingdom of EI-ABHA, and a servant of the Cause of God
in the vineyard of God.

Greeting and high respects to the maid-servant of God Miss
..., who is attracted, enkindled, hath spoken and called out,
and hath stripped herself from the garment of dependence of
this mortal world and its concerns and is clothed with the
embroidered garments of separation (from the world) in this
great Paradise.

TAB.605-607, LOG#0498x, VTRM.019-021
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Date: 1902 or <

As to thy question: “If the husband prevents his wife from
entering into the Light, or the wife prevents the husband from
entering into the Kingdom of God.”

In reality neither one of them prevents the other from entering
into the Kingdom of God, unless when the husband has a great
attachment to the wife, or the wife to the husband. When
either one of the two adores the other instead of God, then
each will prevent the other from entering into the Kingdom of

God.

SW__v09#07 p.086x, VITRM.023-025
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Tablet of visitation for Agqa Zaman
To: Baha’is of Abarqu
Date: 1902 or <

The first light which shone forth from the horizon of Eter-
nity, the first radiance which was cast forth from the Morn of
Guidance, and the first mercy which descended from the King-
dom of Heaven, be upon thee, O thou manifest light, thou
and the beloved one of the denizens of the ex-
alted heaven, who hast suffered martyrdom in the path of the
Lord of the Creatures, and who art submerged in the sea of
favors, through the grace of thy Lord, the Clement! the Mer-
cifull El-Baha be upon thee! Praise be upon thee! By God,
the True One! The angels of mercy bless thee in the Kingdom
of El-Abha, and the nostrils of the chosen ones are perfumed
with the sweet odor which is wafting from the garden of the
Supreme Concourse upon thy sepulchre; and hearts are burn-
ing, tears are being shed, the power of endurance is cut off by
the grievous disaster and great martyrdom, whereby all hearts
are consumed!

I testify that, verily, thou art a martyr of faithfulness, thou art
peerless among the beloved, thou art matchless among the cho-
sen ones and art fortunate among the pious! Blessed art thou,
for they pierced thy shining brow with a nail, and suspended
upon it thine outward decoration, tortured thee by reins, made
thee to ride on a furious bull, paraded thee in the city, cut off
thine ear with a sharp-edged blade, and by force and compul-
sion made thee to devour it, tormented thee with the torture of
the wicked, persecuted thee with a rage like unto the ferocity
of ravenous wolves of the plain and desert, and consumed thy
pure body with the torture of fire!

Blessed is the pure blood which was shed on the perfumed
soil, and which was poured out in the path of the forgiving
Lord! Blessed is thy body which was burned by the hand of
every transgressor! Blessed is thy throat which was cut by
the poniard of every traitor! Blessed is thy breast which was
stricken by the oppressors’ darts! Blessed is thy heart which
was wounded by a sharp sword! Blessed art thou, for thou
hast showed forth all happiness and joy when thou wert being
paraded in the streets of the people of haughtiness and the
people of wickedness were clapping their hands and oppressing
thee with innumerable blows and wounds, whilst thou wert
clapping thy hands with them—O thou manifestor of light!-and
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wert warbling melodies, whereby the people of the Kingdom of
El-ABHA were moved and breasts dilated (with joy)!

By God, the True One! Verily, Abdul-Baha inhaleth the odor
of faithfulness from that remote region, the soil of which is red-
dened by thy pure blood, and beholdeth the lights of bestowal
successively pouring upon thy resplendent tomb, and the rains
of grace dropping upon thy blessed resting-place, which is fra-
grant, brilliant and magnificent!

5 Blessed is he whosoever may roll his face in the dust of thine

excellent grave! Blessed is he whosoever may press his brow
on thy great sepulchre!

i Upon thee be El-Baha! Upon thee be praise! Upon thee be

bestowal, O thou honorable martyr, who hast severed thyself
from all things in the path of thine Ancient Lord, who hast
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To: Abdur-Razzaq (Ardikan), in Ardakan
Date: 1902 or <

O servant of God! Jinab-i-Amin constantly offers praise for
your honor and the relatives and friends in Ardikan, open-
ing his tongue in description and praise beyond measure that,
praise be to God, in this time the friends of that region are
in the utmost spirit and joy. Night and day they are like illu-
minating candles, and like moths they are self-sacrificing and
burning with love. They are faithful servants at the Sacred
Threshold and devoted worshippers and harmonious servants
of the Luminary of the Horizons. They strive to spread the
verses of unity and to exalt the Word of oneness. They have
no aim except the good-pleasure of God and seek no purpose
except nearness to His court. Therefore, they requested the
writing of a detailed letter which has been penned.

They especially praised the brothers and sisters extremely, and
mentioned those who have ascended to God in the Supreme
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Companion - Ustad Muhammad, Aga Sadiq and Aqa Hassan
- those lovers of the Kind Beloved whom, after their passing,
they would not allow to be buried in the city cemetery, which
became cause for the audacity of the foolish ones. Finally they
were buried in their garden.

Consider how much this incident is the cause of eternal glory,
for it was not fitting that those pure bodies, those sanctified
physical forms, should be buried among the covered graves.
Rather it was fitting that those radiant temples should be
buried and deposited in a delightful garden and pure earth.
For those graves will be covered over while this garden will be
cultivated and flourish. That was a burial place of the wicked
but this is a resting place of the righteous. That was a place of
darkness but this is a place of light. In truth the foolish ones
became the cause of the distinction of these noble ones, so that
their resting places would be separate and distinguished from
the graves of the ignorant.

Although the true graves of the divine friends are the hearts of
the Supreme Concourse and the palaces of the Most Glorious
Kingdom - meaning their bodies are buried in the dust while
their spirits are in the Kingdom of the Lord of Lords, and even
in the center of the earth their pure bodies are encompassed by
radiant lights. Consider that they did not bury His Holiness
the Prince of Martyrs (may my spirit be sacrificed for him)
and all his companions in Muslim cemeteries, but left them
covered in blood and mixed with dust in the land of Taff. Yet
observe that those built-up graves became covered pits with
no trace remaining, while that pure earth is eternally radiant
in the world. Therefore take heed, O people of insight! And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01429

To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1902 or <

O divine friends and spiritual beloved ones! Although in the
physical world it is evening, yet praise be to God, from a spiri-
tual perspective we are in the midst of dawn and the beginning
of radiance, for it is the start of the spreading of a luminous
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morn and the beginning of the wafting of divine breezes. Soon
the reality of “thou shalt see men enter into the religion of
God in troops” will be fulfilled in Iran. However, the spiri-
tual friends must conduct themselves with divine characteris-
tics and behavior so that the musk-diffusing fragrance of divine
bounty may perfume the nostrils of the world.

The purpose of guidance is the attainment of human perfec-
tions, and these virtues and qualities are the fruits of the tree
of faith. As Christ - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - says,
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” Thus it became clear
that the main purpose is the fruit. Therefore, the friends of
God must attain the station of the near angels and manifest
the character of the denizens of the highest paradise.

They must seek knowledge and learning, and pursue under-
standing and insight. They must deal with all upon earth with-
out exception with truthfulness, trustworthiness, generosity,
religiosity, love, harmony, uprightness, friendship, and pleas-
ant words and deeds. They must never prefer themselves over
anyone else and must be truly kind to all humanity. The em-
anations of divine mercy must be manifest and evident in all
their conditions and movements. This is the meaning of being
a Baha’i, otherwise the task is very difficult.

Every individual among the friends in whatever country they
may be must become renowned for human virtues, so that by
their conditions, attributes and character, people will conclude
without doubt that this person is a Baha’i. This is the station
of the sincere ones and this is the characteristic of those drawn
nigh.

O friends of God! The just government of that land has truly
until now preserved and protected the friends of God and de-
fended them from the oppression of the cruel ones and the
transgression of the mischief-makers. The friends must appre-
ciate this justice and protection and arise with perfect sincer-
ity, steadfastness and goodwill toward the government, will-
ingly and gladly carrying out its orders, and not deviating by
a hair’s breadth from the government’s commands and ordi-
nances, whether openly or secretly. This is the text of the
Book.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Miyanduab et al.
Date: 1902 or <

O My dearly loved friends! Your eloquent and loving letters
have been received. It is a testimony for the fellowship, love
and unity amongst the spiritual friends and filled Me with holy
ecstasy, felicity and spirituality. I am extremely pleased and
happy. May God, the All-Merciful, make you who are most
grateful servants, manifestations of His infinite bestowals and
perfect grace. Lowly and tearful, I raise my suppliant hands
at the Divine Threshold and ask God that He may surround
you with His bounties. May My Lord crown your endeavours
and confirm you.
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To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What thou hadst written
was noted and hearts were delighted. Praise be to God that
thou art protected in the cave of security from tests and trials
and art regarded with the eye of providence.

2 Concerning that historian and the conversation with him that
thou hadst written about - what thou saidst was suitable and
appropriate, but do not give him the Kitab-i-Aqdas. Give such
souls the Tablets of Tajalliyat, Ishragat and Bisharat.

Regarding Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Hasan who is attracted to God,
thou hadst written - praise be to God that he hath been guided
by the light of guidance. However, there is no need for him to
resign from his position. If they have deemed this appropriate,
that is their affair. Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Hasan is independent,
but it is better not to resign.
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Regarding creation, say to that historian that just as there was
no beginning to God’s Divinity and Lordship, likewise there
will be no beginning or end to His creative power, sustaining
power and divine perfections. That is, creation has existed
from a beginningless beginning to an endless end and will con-
tinue to exist.

The specificity and essentiality of things are permanent and
changeless; only within the limits of a particular species do
progress and decline occur. For example, the human species
and human nature have been and will forever remain preserved
and protected. As can be observed, the mummified ancient
human bodies that have been extracted from the pyramids
of Egypt, though five thousand years have passed since their
death, have not changed or altered even by a hair’s breadth
from the human form. Likewise the images of animals that
exist in Akhmim, Egypt are exactly like existing animals - a
monkey is a monkey with that ugly appearance, a human is
human with that beautiful, pleasing countenance. There is no
altering in God’s creation.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Mrs Hill, in Washington, DC
Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Call of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was presented and I was informed of thy expression.
And it was glorious proof of thine abundant reliance upon the
Kingdom of thy Lord and of thine excessive love for thy great
Master.

Know thou, verily, the Kingdom is a magnet of the divine world
and it attracteth the iron of pure hearts which are capable of
the bounties of the Lord of Might. Blessed art thou, for thou
hast turned unto the Lord of Heaven, thy heart hath relied
upon the light of guidance, thou hast advanced toward the
center of righteousness, and thy spirit is cheered by the bounty
of the Supreme Concourse.
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Verily, I beseech God to strengthen thee with the Most Great
Power, so that the Spirit may pour upon thee the teachings
of the Beauty of EIF-ABHA, and to baptize thee with the wa-
ter of life, the fire of the love of God and with the spirit of
confirmation among the maid-servants.

O maid-servant of God! It is incumbent upon thee to suppli-
cate to thy Lord, to seek His nearness with thy heart, to be
submissive and humble before His maid-servants and to serve
His great vineyard.

Forsake the mortal grades (i. e., things of the world) and be
engaged in praising thy Lord; so that His Holy Spirit may assist
thee; may make thee a sign of faith and illumine thy heart with
the light of assurance, and that thou mayest become a sign of
peace, a servant of reconciliation, love and security. Verily, my
Merciful Lord is gracious under all aspects!

As to thy question concerning Christ: Know thou, He was per-
fect in respect of spirit as well as body. His material (body)
was a perfect body in every respect; none of His material con-
ditions were imperfect at all, inasmuch as imperfection is con-
trary to perfection. His heavenly condition was also a perfect
one, comprising all the divine perfections. Reflect thou upon
these words, so that the door of knowledge may be opened
before thy face.

Verily, I beseech God to strengthen the assured leaves (or
women) whom thou hast mentioned in thy letter, under all
grades, aspects and circumstances.

TAB.227-229, BSC.471#883x, VITRM.015-017

AB02315

Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art awakened to the Cause of God!

Verily, I read thy letter and my heart was rejoiced at thine
interesting words; and I thanked God for He hath favored
those souls who earnestly desire to guard His strongly fortified
fortress and His inaccessible cave and who love unity, affin-
ity, harmony and accord and who agree on one opinion, one
idea and one word. This behooveth the sincere souls! This
behooveth such as believe in the divine unity! This behooveth
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such as are firm and steadfast in the Covenant, which is throb-
bing within the heart of the whole creation!

Be ye guardians of the throne of the Kingdom of God and
armies of defense for the Religion of God. Whenever ye find
someone desiring to separate himself from the flock, it is in-
cumbent upon you to treat him with fragrance and kindness
and persuade and encourage him, so that this secluded sheep
may return to the flock.

Verily, thy Lord loveth union and hateth discord; for the ap-
pearance of the Holy Manifestations and divine laws is only
for the sake of affinity, union and concord, so that the remote,
contradictory and different nations and creeds may enter un-
der the shadow of the Blessed Tree in unanimous love and
agreement.

I beg of God to confirm all of His dearly beloved ones in one
opinion, one belief, one movement, one path and one manner.
This is that by which the station of the beloved ones will be
elevated, the Word of God will be promoted, the fragrances
of God will be diffused and the faces of the sincere ones will
be illumined in the path of God. It is incumbent upon you
to practice these [instructions| under all aspects and circum-
stances.

As to the manifestation of the Greatest Name (Baha'u’llah):
This was the Divine Manifestation which appeared upon the
earthly world. This is He whom God promised in all His Books
and Scriptures, such as the Bible, the Gospels and the Koran.
All of these Books indicate this fact, and the least doubt can-
not possibly occur to the minds concerning this clear fact, as is
recorded in detail in the heavenly Books, especially in the bril-
liant and holy Tablets. But notwithstanding this fact, if there
is anyone who hesitates therein, do not dispute with him, nay
rather prove this to him with all joy and fragrance, lest he may
be obstinately compelled to rebellion.

TAB.612-614, BSC.464 #864x, VITRM.027-028
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To: Helen Ellis Cole
Date: 1902 or <

O my God! O my God! Praise be unto Thee! for Thou hast
created me of the most excellent fabric, in the most honored
form, and in the most exalted kind of Thy creation; didst nur-
ture me from the breast of Thy favor, didst nurse me in the
bosom of Thy mercy, until I grew up under the protection of
Thy divinity, in the cradle of Thy training, and reached full
growth through Thy favor and grace.

Then Thou hast made me to experience various circumstances
and suffer countless calamities, afflictions and troubles in my-
self and griefs in my soul. Thou hast (finally) guided me to the
fountain of Thy favor and illumined my sight through the light
of Thy guidance, quickened my spirit with Thy fragrances of
holiness and moved my heart with the breeze of the garden of
Thy favor. Then I became rejoiced at the appearance of Thy
beauty, the rising of Thy Lights and the dawning of the morn
of Thy Oneness. Thou hast delivered me from the depths of
sorrows, saved me from the darkness of griefs and dilated my
breast by showing unto me Thy greatest Signs in the Day of
Resurrection.

O my Lord! Engage me in Thy love, [enable me] to cut myself
from aught else save Thee, to be consumed with the love of
Thy Beauty, to burn with the fire of love for Thy Face, so that
I may be entirely drawn unto Thee and become enkindled by
the fire ablaze in the Sinaitic Tree.

O my Lord! Verily, with Thee I am free from all else, while
turning unto Thy Glorious Kingdom. deliver me from every
gloomy sorrow; shelter me under the protection of Thy greatest
favor; save me from my attachment to this inferior world.

O my Lord! Verily, I am humble; elevate me through Thy
greatest bounty! I am poor; enrich me by Thine abundant
treasury! I am ill; heal me by Thy precious antidote and make
me as a sign of Thy favor among Thy maid-servants! Verily,
Thou art powerful to do that which Thou willest! Verily, Thou
art Potent and Mighty!

TAB.614-615, BSC.430 #780, VTRM.028-029
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To: Prince Muhammad Mirza Muhtisham-Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1902 or <

O steadfast one! The letters you requested have been writ-
ten and will be sent. Although there was no opportunity, the
attraction of the heart wrote them. Through the grace and
bounty of the Most Holy One, I hope that you will succeed in
guiding many souls and will blaze so brightly with the fire of
love that you will tear asunder the veil of superstition of the
greatest scholars and prominent men. May you become like a
luminous candle and like the brilliant morning star shining in
the horizon of the world.

You had asked about the interpretation of the blessed verse.
By your precious life, papers are pouring in from all over the
world like torrential rain, therefore a detailed explanation is
not possible. I will mention it briefly. According to the con-
text “For the rejecters there is a punishment to befall them,
which none can avert,” that manifest Command and radiant
Light is attributed to the One possessed of the ways of ascent.
Otherwise, this punishment is sweetness not torment for those
who understand the mystery of the Book, it is healing not mis-
ery, it is faithfulness not cruelty. “And We send down of the
Quran that which is healing for the believers, but it does not
increase the wrongdoers except in loss.”

That Day is filled with conditions, signs, verses, events, won-
ders, manifestations and appearances that establish the firm
foundation of fifty thousand years, though this number is sym-
bolic and greater than that. For example, with one call of “Am
I not?” the gathering and dispersion was realized. Glory be to
the One Who manifested in the twinkling of an eye what no
eye has seen. On that victorious day the angels, which are the
sanctified human realities, and the Spirit, which is the Primal
Will, ascend to the Kingdom of spiritual perfections and divine
virtues. “On that Day shall the believers rejoice.”
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To: Rida
Date: 1902 or <

O true friend! Praise be to God that you are serving faithfully
and honestly under the crown and throne of the Iranian monar-
chy. That crown and throne are protected under the shelter
and protection of the Divine Unity and are the object of true
divine grace and mercy.

There was a time when Iran’s crown had a brilliant jewel that il-
lumined the seven climes, and its glory encompassed the world.
In this new age and glorious century, when the Sun of Truth
has dawned from Iran’s horizon, another movement will arise
in the country and people of that blessed realm, and great
progress will unfold - especially since today the royal throne is
adorned by the presence of a just and generous king. Through
the novel grace of the Glorious Lord, it is hoped that his star
will shine like the sun.

In the Most Holy Book there is a clear verse which states: “O
Land of Ta! Let nothing grieve thee, for God hath chosen
thee to be the source of the joy of all mankind. He, if He
chooseth, will bless thy throne with one who will rule with
justice and gather together the sheep of God which the wolves
have scattered. Such a ruler will, with joy and gladness, turn
his face towards the people of Baha. He is, in truth, of the
essence of creation before the All-Merciful. Upon him be the
glory of God and the glory of all that dwell in the kingdom of
His Revelation throughout all eternity.”

This servant supplicates at the threshold of Divine Unity that
this glorious crown may rest upon the head of the great leader
- may God assist him. May his sovereignty be eternal and
kingship in his lineage everlasting. May the sun of his rule
shine so brightly that it illumines both East and West, making
them into gardens and meadows. And this is not difficult for
God.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

@&S\)\J!.RL;&@};L;\I

T s Al ST 4y
oly 53 4 b Ol wge Ol )lab
Lode 5 S dol O Sule ) Gge
O

HModizs)s a8 Ol Guspm bl B
SUIS o S 5 3 by e 28
At 03 5 dde pae U s oy Sl
0358 B2 Ol B ) Cade e S
S Soke O cle y S s
SVELe & oo G755 el S
o oy el ol 5 e sadl e
dad ol wsl iy dsb dsle blast
'\’JL‘L;“J&“’{'\:‘\&JJ’-;)G‘\E
Ay ey -

5 S L;‘«T éfp t;a.ﬂ 8l gg Y
B oo BAY B ol L )
T Sl 2 e B S
& 4 plel o Jadll 546;\3@ S
AL L ol aaly G L e 258
SH d G e o 6 Y1 Ll
3N S G g s Bl o

o K

Sl ) @w ool o5 e
B o 1S el tasls Mo 1S A S
33 Eobad s 255 ft—“.‘ ikl 5,8 13
Olor j2ie Ko OB 555 (ko o Al
51 el s sl iy sl 8 dis

Zﬂ:\)\&&iuﬁé}nfcﬁ

INBA89:209

145


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=212

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II AB02844

AB02844

Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art gazing toward Abdul-Baha!

Now I address thee with a heart filled with affection toward
thee, and say: “O maid-servant of God! Be a flame of the fire
of the love of God, and consume the veils of women’s doubts.
And know thou that, verily, the Lord who “doeth whatsoever
He willeth” will assist thee in proof and argument and will
enable thee to speak the praise of the Merciful One and will
make thee a sign of knowledge.

“Arise to serve the Cause of God in the vineyard of God and
water the developed and flourishing trees with the waters of
mysteries which are deposited in the innermost parts of the
words of the Books; and be assured that the fountain of as-
surance will gush out in the hearts of the firm and steadfast
women believers, and the divine graces will strengthen them
from all sides, and the Lord will enable them to diffuse the
fragrances. And He will make them manifest signs, beaming
stars, shining lights, fruitful trees, flowing fountains, perfect
words and mature proofs. Then know thou that verily Abdul-
Baha is between the fangs of the dragon of afflictions and in
the grasp of dangers night and day.”

As to ye, O maid-servants of the Merciful One: ‘Gird up your
loins in union and harmony, so that the Lord may strengthen
your backs in His mighty Kingdom, make you servants in His
excellent vineyard, raise you to the highest stations in this
glorious age, and cause you to reach your greatest hopes in
this auspicious day.”

Address thou the maid-servants of the Merciful One, and say:
“Verily, Mary Magdalene was a villager, but on account of her
keeping firm in the Cause of Christ after His death, she was ren-
dered successful in such a matter, whereby her face is shining
and beaming forth on the horizon of the universe forevermore!
And she surpassed even men in defending the fortress of the
Cause of God against the attack of the hosts of suspicions. This
is indeed a glorious condition! This is indeed a great matter!
This is indeed a manifest light!”

TAB.600-601, BSC.463 #860x, VIRM.013-014
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Tablet of visitation for Aqa Siyyid Jafar
To: Baha’is of Abarqu
Date: 1902 or <

O unique, peerless, and glorious martyr! I salute your pure
dust and your holy, blessed, and fragrant resting place through
the holy breaths that waft over you from the Supreme Con-
course and the lights that fall upon you from the Abha King-
dom and the rainfall that perfumes your expansive precinct.

And I say: Glory be upon you and blessings be upon you, O
lamp ignited with the fire of the love of God, radiant with the
light of God’s bestowal, aflame in the glass of the knowledge of
God. You are the one who drank the cup of sacrifice and gave
up your spirit in the path of God, and your blood was spilled
upon the earth out of love for the Beauty of God, for they
knew not your worth and denied your station and were veiled
from witnessing your Lord’s bestowal, thinking they were doing
good.

Nay! Punishment be upon whoever wronged you, and hell-
fire for whoever forsook you, and the blaze for whoever issued
the decree for your death, and crushing torment for whoever
betrayed you, and the abyss for whoever shed your blood with
impunity, and paradise for whoever loved you, and heaven for
whoever served you, and eternity for whoever visits you.

Upon you be glory, and upon you be greetings and praise, O
you who were martyred in the path of God and sacrificed in
the love of God and immersed in the vast ocean of God’s mercy.
Blessed is the nostril that is perfumed by the fragrance of your
illumined spot, and blessed is the eye that is illumined by the
brilliant light that shines upon you from the outpouring of the
Abha Kingdom.

5 I beseech God to make your resting place a mine of mercy and
a treasury of bounty, and surrounded by manifest signs. Verily
He is the Generous, the Bestower, and verily He is the Kind,
possessed of great bounty toward the martyrs, and He is the
Giving, the Generous.

TAB.383-385, VIRM.011-012
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Tablet of visitation for Aqa Rida
To: Baha’is of Isfandabad
Date: 1902 or <

Glory, praise, radiance, prayer and peace be upon you, O fire
of the love of God and light of the Kingdom of God and ray
of the bounty of God, the unique pearl in the ocean of God’s
mercy and the mighty lion in the forests of God’s guidance!

I bear witness that you believed in God and were certain of
the signs of God and were assured by the appearance of the
Kingdom of God and turned to God and remained firm in the
Covenant of God and served the Cause of God and strove to
exalt the Word of God and were martyred in the path of God.
May all souls be sacrificed for you!

Blessed is the earth that was reddened with your blood!
Blessed is the heart that was consumed by the fire of your
tragedy! Blessed are the eyes that wept at your calamity!
Blessed are the hearts that burned at your affliction! Blessed
are the breasts that were rent in your tribulation!

Yours is the praise and yours is the exaltation and yours is
the faithfulness, O sign of guidance and banner of the Most
Great Martyrdom! Would that the bullet that struck you had
pierced the breast of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Would that the shot that
penetrated you had struck the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! By the
glory of my Lord, tribulation is dearer to ‘Abdu’l-Baha than
the honey of existence, for this is a cup brimming with the
bounty of God.

Blessed is the soul that attains to visiting your grave! Blessed
is the brow that is laid upon your tomb! Blessed is the foot
that serves your sepulcher! Blessed is the one who lights the
lamp at your resting place!

I beseech God to send down layers of light upon your shrine and
to pour forth clouds of mercy with rains of forgiveness upon
your plot and tomb. Verily He is the Faithful, the Generous,
the All-Bestowing.

VTRM.008-009
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To: Bushruyihi, Muhammad Isma’il et al., in Bushruyyih
Date: 1902 or <

O divine friends! Name the meeting “the gathering of fellow-
ship” because the term “consultation” is not necessary - per-
haps strangers will object and engage in fabrications. There-
fore this name is more appropriate. And the one God is the
Guide and the Powerful One and the Confirmer of every spiri-
tual gathering in the divine assembly.

The purpose is the diffusion of divine fragrances and the ed-
ucation of souls and guiding all to that which is the ultimate
goal of spiritual ones. For the education of souls is counted
among the greatest rewards at the threshold of the Forgiving
Lord.

Especially must one be vigilant and strive for the children, that
each may become a manifest standard in the divine world and
achieve the utmost progress in knowledge, sciences, arts and
present-day civilization.

In the gathering of fellowship, the discussions must be confined
to beneficial matters, namely: the exaltation of the Word of
God, promotion of the teachings of God, education of souls,
instruction of children, protection and nurturing of orphans,
assistance to the weak and poor, support of the disabled, pro-
motion of charitable works and benevolent causes. But greatest
of all is the diffusion of the divine fragrances, for this is the
foundation.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

BRL NSA#66x
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To: Imam Jumih, in Qarijidagh
Date: 1902 or <

O my God, my God! Thou seest my powerlessness, my broken-
ness, my abasement, my distress, my anxiety and my agitation
in my separation from Thy presence and my deprivation in be-
ing parted from Thee. I lament as one who thirsts for sweet
waters, and I moan as one who is enthralled by the intensity of
yearning and passion. My Lord, my Lord! Be my companion
in my loneliness, my friend in my solitude, my comfort in my
estrangement, my reliever in my anguish, and forgive my sins.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the All-Giving.

Then I beseech Thee with a heart aflame with the fire of Thy
love, with patience exhausted from separation from Thee, and
with tears flowing in yearning for Thee, that Thou assist Thy
servant whom Thou hast guided to the Straight Path, given to
drink from flowing waters, quenched his thirst from the Spring
of Tasnim, enlightened his vision with the manifest light, and
purified his inner being with Thy great bounty.

My Lord, my Lord! Cause wings to grow upon him that he may
soar to the heights of glory and the highest horizon through
Thy grace and generosity, and that he may wing his flight in
the atmosphere of the heaven of Thy merciful Kingdom, and
speak in praise of the countenance of Thy singleness, and be
set ablaze by the fire burning in the Tree of Thy oneness, and
guide the people to the manifest horizon, the mighty path and
the straight way, and lead them into the Garden of Delight,
and seat them in the noble station, and quicken them through
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in this radiant Day. Verily,
Thou art the Mighty, the Generous, the Most Merciful, the
All-Merciful.
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Date: 1902 or <

My Lord! My Lord! Thou hast caused me to hear the Call,
guided me unto the sea of favor, awakened me through Thy fra-
grance breeze, and quickened me by the spirit of Thy greatest
guidance. I thank and praise Thee for this.

O my Lord! O my Lord! Verily, I am athirst; do cause me
to drink from the fountain of Thy grace. O my Lord! O my
Lord! Verily, I am ill; do heal me by the antidote of Thy
mercy. O my Lord! O my Lord! Verily, I am sick; do cure me
through Thy favor. O my Lord! O my Lord! I am needy; do
enrich me through Thy compassion. And I am poor; render
me prosperous by the treasury of Thy Kingdom.

O my Lord! O my Lord! Increase my hope in the court of
Thy holiness, and grant my wishes by Thy favor and grace.
Confirm me to deliver Thy Cause, enable me to call in Thy
Name, and cause me to show forth the proofs of Thy Man-
ifestation. Strengthen me to promote Thy Word, dilate my
breast by serving Thy maid-servants and being humble and
submissive before Thy beloved ones.

O my Lord! Verily, I am impotent; do strengthen me by Thy
power. I am lost in indigence; do confer on me Thy greatest
favor. Make me as one of the maid-servants who diffuse Thy
fragrances, who worship Thy Kingdom, who bow down in the
worshiping-places of Thy unity, who kneel down on every dust
which is related to the threshold of Thy beloved ones, and who
serve in Thy vineyard, speak Thy praise and are attracted to
Thy love.

Verily, Thou art the Giver, the Powerful, the Mighty!

TAB.616-617, VIRM.030-031
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Date: 1902 or <

O my Lord! O my Lord! Verily, I am one of Thy maid-servants,
supplicating humbly before the Door of Thy Singleness, be-
seeching and humbling myself to Thee!

O my Lord! Thanks be unto Thee for Thy greatest guidance
and Thy greatest favor, which Thou hast assigned unto me and
unto Thy worshipping maid-servants, whom Thou hast chosen
to enter Thine exalted Kingdom and abide in Thy Paradise of
El-ABHA.

O my Lord! Sanctify me from every worldly station in this
primal life and purify me from all else save Thee, O Thou
Great Giver! Exhilarate me with the wine of Thy love, O
Thou Brilliant Countenance! Intoxicate me with the wine of
sanctity, purity, unity and singleness, O Thou who attractest
the hearts of the righteous by the magnet of favors, unto the
Kingdom of EI-ABHA!

O my Lord! Cause me to speak Thy praise, illumine my sight
through the light of Thy knowledge, cause me to hear Thy Call,
and quicken me with the spirit of Thy grace. Make me rejoiced
at the melodies of the birds of Thy holiness, and make me a
servant to Thy maid-servants. Cause my soul to be tranquil-
ized, my heart attached, and my mind drawn to the light of
Thy guidance, which is shining unto all regions; so that I may
walk in the path of Thy good pleasure, yield to Thy decree and
be rejoiced at the most violent calamities, and that my breast
may become dilated during every tribulation, even though the
suffering is beyond endurance.

Verily, Thou art the Holy, the Pure, the Potent, the Powerful,
the Exalted, the Great!

TAB.615-616, VITRM.029-030

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

152


https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA615
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2023/06/visiting_tablets_for_our_recent_martyrs.pdf

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

ABO05215

AB04825

To: Sultan Mahmud Bashir Humayun
Date: 1902 or <

O Mahmud! When the promised day arrived and the light of
the Beauty of the Adored One shone forth, when the morn
of guidance dawned and the breeze from the rose garden of
inner meanings wafted, some souls were so transported with
rapture at these great tidings that they rushed forward to the
field of sacrifice, dancing and clapping and stamping their feet
without fear. Though their earthly lamps were extinguished,
they were ignited in the glass of the Concourse on High, shining
so brightly that they illumined the horizon of being forever.

While other souls, when the call was raised, turned away and
placed their fingers in their ears so as not to hear it - “they
thrust their fingers into their ears for fear of death.” Alas,
they deprived and destroyed themselves, becoming despairing
of their allotted portion.

Therefore praise God that you received an abundant share of
this manifest bounty, took your prescribed portion of this be-
stowed gift, arrived at this flowing spring, and drank from the
pure waters of Tasnim. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar, in Leningrad
Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
Praise be to God that thou art protected and preserved under
the shelter of divine protection and art regarded by the eye of
providence. God is with thee and confirmation reaches thee in
all circumstances. Be confident. I hope that through God’s

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

%Jb)aaﬁ%\d@‘ﬁ@wﬂd\
ebe By Gpae 5 Lyiz bl Sile
.\,ﬁbsj\y@e:)gj;,..ib\x.yfb
§ SUEH G ) G el e

= "" —Z . .
ARGV 6>f A o855 )5 39x e

153


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=216
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=86
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-105.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-105.html

V]

w

Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II

AB12792

bounty thou wilt become ever more near to the divine thresh-
old and successful in serving the Cause of God. Always show
kindness and affection to the relatives in Merv and ‘Ishqabad
and demonstrate the utmost love and care so that they may be
refreshed by life-giving breezes at all times and advance day by
day. On behalf of this servant convey perfect love and yearn-
ing greetings to his honor the late Qamarof and say that we
are always engaged in prayer for you, that God may confirm
and assist you to be successful in great matters in service to
that just king, to render outstanding services, and to leave an
eternal trace in the world of humanity.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Fuadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1902 or <

O My God, and My Beloved, and My Desire, and the Object
of Mine adoration!

Verily Thy true servants have hastened unto that spring which
welleth in the all-highest Paradise and quaffed from this abun-
dant source the streams of Thy knowledge and the waters of
Thy bounty. Thus by Thy grace hath the spirit of life pervaded
their inmost realities, even as the soft breezes that waft over
the meads and the gentle winds that blow through the woods.

Amongst them is this servant of Thine, upon whom Thou hast
shone the light of guidance from Thy supreme Horizon, to
whom Thou hast granted the full measure of Thy favours, and
whose cup Thou hast made to brim over with the wine of Thy
love. Thou hast singled him out to exalt Thy word, to diffuse
Thy fragrances, and to raise Thy call amidst Thy creatures,
that every attentive ear may hear Thy supreme glad-tidings.
Praise be to Thee for what Thou hast brought forth in Thy
grace and generosity, and thanks be to Thee for what Thou
hast bestowed and conferred through Thy favour and bounty.

O God, My God! Do Thou ordain for this Thy servant that
which Thou hast ordained for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and grant that he
may offer up his soul in the field of sacrifice in Thy path, O
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Lord of Grandeur. Thou, verily, art He Who remaineth true
to His word, He Who excelleth in His grace, and Thou, verily,
art the Most Generous, the All-Bountiful.
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AB12383

To: Aga Yusuf Banna Tihrani
Date: 1902 or <

O servant of God! Your call hath been heard, your intention
accepted, your efforts appreciated, and your sincerity is known.
I beseech the eternal bounty of His Lordship the All-Merciful
that you may arise to that which is befitting today.

Today the loved ones of God must become the gift of the All-
Merciful and the mercy unto all the worlds. They must become
a conclusive proof from God - that is, they must adopt such
conduct and behavior as would represent the outpouring of
the rays of the Sun of Reality and illumine the world of hu-
manity. And that is to show forth love and affection towards
all the peoples of the world, and to manifest trustworthiness
and truthfulness towards all nations and communities. In brief,
they must not look to human worthiness, but rather turn their
attention to the favors of the Glorious Lord. They must re-
gard all creation as His creatures and consider them worthy of
every bounty, consideration, protection, preservation and kind-
ness. They must make no distinctions whatsoever, but rather
be as the rain of divine mercy which falleth upon every soil, as
the rays of the sun which shine upon both garden and refuse
heap alike, and as the breeze of springtime which bloweth over
both flower and thorn.

Convey to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Hasan Shah-Abadi the utmost
kindness and affection on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06449

Date: 1902 or <

O grief-stricken branch of the Blessed Tree! How long will
you remain submerged in the sea of sorrows? Have you, like
this ‘Abdu’l-Baha, been afflicted by the cruelty of brothers?
Praise be to God, the faithfulness of this servant remains firm
and steadfast. Do not grieve, do not lament, do not sigh and
moan, do not weep and wail. I am your comforter; do not be
sorrowful.

Praise be to God, the lights of the Abha Kingdom have illu-
mined the East and the West, and the spiritual radiance of
His Holiness the Exalted One has made the horizons the envy
of rose-garden and meadow. The banner of the Covenant has
risen above the seven spheres, and the breath of the Holy Spirit
has bestowed eternal life in this transient world.

What else makes you grieved and sorrowful? God willing, your
brothers too, when they witness the might of the Covenant
and hear the call of the horizons, will say “By God, God has
preferred you above us” and will return to the Covenant. What
sorrow remains then?
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AB12489

To: Taqi Khan Qumi, in Tihran
Date: 1902 or <

O thou servant at the Divine Threshold! Thou complainest
of hardship, yet thou knowest not of estrangement and an-
guish and tribulation and sickness and difficulties when they
all converge at a single moment. Every patient and courageous
soul showeth steadfastness in such a state and endureth and
resisteth with fortitude.

I beseech God that hardship may be transformed into ease, and
difficulty into comfort, and tribulation into mercy. Verily thy
Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful, the Bestower!
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Yet some patience is needed ere prosperity may appear, and
forbearance is required ere joy may be attained.

In these days, pilgrimage to the Sacred Shrine is forbidden due
to wisdom. God willing, permission shall be granted in the
future.

5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art ablaze with the fire of the Love of God!

As to thy vision thou wert traveling to Acca in a ship with the
maid-servant of God ...: This ship is the ship of the Covenant,
which is surrounded by the winds of discord for the people
of hypocrisy. Be rejoiced that ye two are preserved and have
reached the shore of salvation.

Know thou, verily, the winds of confirmation shall surely sur-
round the Ark of Deliverance, the sails of the Covenant shall
be unfurled, and it shall reach the shore of the Kingdom of
God. Blessed art thou, for thou hast entered this Ark and art
saved from afflictions!

As to what thou hast seen in the dream, concerning the letter
which reached thee from me, and angels were enclosed in it
and they surrounded thee: Know thou verily, that letter is
this glorious writing whereby I address thee; and, verily, this
is full of angels of confirmation from the Kingdom of God and

they will assist thee to serve the Cause of God in the vineyard
of God.

TAB.604x, VTRM.017-018
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AB07132

Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Fragrances of God!

Consider not thy capacity and merit, nay rather consider the
grace of thy Lord, the Clement, the Merciful. Verily, thy Lord
confirmeth whomsoever He willeth of His servants, through
the glad-tidings of the Kingdom, the signals of clemency and
the spiritual fragrances. Forsake every commemoration and
thought in the cell of oblivion (i.e., forget everything) and
confine thy days and time in preaching the Kingdom of God,
spreading the teachings of God and igniting the lights of guid-
ance in the hearts which are awaiting the Kingdom of God.
Truly, I say unto thee, to be engaged in diffusing the fragrance
of God (teaching the Truth) for one hour of time is better than
the dominion of the world and all therein; for the latter is mor-
tal and temporary, while the former is permanent and endless.
This is the day of Life, the day of Salvation and the day of the
Bestowal; it is not the day of death, unless it be martyrdom in
the path of God, or embracing the cross in the love of God.

TAB.608-609, SW_ v07#10 p.099x, VITRM.022-023

AB07582

To: Mirza Haji Aga Aminut-Tujar Ahari
Date: 1902 or <

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! The Sun of Re-
ality hath cast the rays of guidance upon every sensitive heart.
The glass of the heart became illumined and the court of the
soul became the envy of rose garden and flower bed. The man-
ifestation of the All-Merciful appeared, spiritual inspirations
unveiled their countenance, the world became another world,
and humankind received a life-giving breath. Spiritual life was
made possible and the nostrils of the spiritually-minded be-
came perfumed. But alas, a hundred times alas, that every
person with a cold remained deprived and every blind one be-
came destitute. We beseech God to enliven the hearts and
make the souls fresh and verdant, to make the blind seeing
and the deaf hearing, to grant a portion to the deprived ones
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and bestow a share upon the despondent ones. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB07684

To: Qanbar Khan (Khalkhal)
Date: 1902 or <

O faithful friend! All the people of the world were awaiting the
dawning and showing utmost longing, but when the lightning
flash of guidance was spread abroad in the most exalted horizon
and the morn of oneness became manifest from the dayspring
of the All-Merciful, they closed their eyes and cried out “Where
is the light?”, and they stopped their ears and raised the cry
“Where is the Call of the Appearance?”

> The blind eye sees not the light of the sun, and the deaf ear
hears not the call of the Concourse on High. Give thanks to
God that thou hadst seeing eyes and found hearing ears. Open
thy tongue in praise and thanksgiving and worship of the Kind
Lord, that He freely granted such a gift and bestowed such a
mercy.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Words to Ali-Kuli Khan in Akka prior to 1902

[One day when in Acca, Abdul-Baha, speaking of the men-
tioned fact and explaining that the possibility of every effect is
latent or deposited in its cause, gave the following illustration:]
A wise man when looking at an egg, sees in it the whole form

of a bird; he sees the beak, the claws, the plumage, the wings
and the eyes, as well as the song and melody of the bird; but a
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child or an unwise man sees nothing but the egg, even unable
to go any further than the outward shell and appearance.

SW_v07#01 p.004

AB10769

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney
Date: 1902 or <

O my Lord, my Beloved, my Desire! Befriend me in my lone-
liness and accompany me in my exile. Remove my sorrow.
Cause me to be devoted to Thy beauty. Withdraw me from
all else save Thee. Attract me through Thy fragrances of holi-
ness. Cause me to be associated in Thy Kingdom with those
who are severed from all else save Thee, who long to serve Thy
sacred threshold and who stand to work in Thy Cause. Enable
me to be one of Thy maidservants who have attained to Thy
good pleasure. Verily, Thou art the Gracious, the Generous.

BPRY.248-249, TAB.618, VITRM.032
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AB10118

To: Mashhadi Rida
Date: 1902 or <

O thou who gazest toward the Most Exalted Horizon! Tread
the path of contentment, turn thy face toward the soul-
refreshing expanse of the Abha Kingdom, and drink deep of
the wine of the Covenant. Catch the holy fragrance from the
dwelling-place of the Friend, and become attracted to the
countenance of the Kind Beloved, that thou mayest be stirred
by those musk-laden tresses and seek the ways of the restless
lovers, that thou mayest establish thy dwelling in the precincts
of the Beloved, become as a bird in the garden of truth, and,
like unto the nightingale, raise high the divine anthem in the
spiritual rose-garden. Upon thee be greetings and praise!
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AB11091

To: Mrs Peek
Date: 1902 or <

O thou seeing one! Know thou, verily, God hath preferred the
insight to the sight, because the sight seeth the material things,
while the insight apprehendeth the spiritual. The former wit-
nesseth the earthly world, while the latter seeth the world of
the Kingdom. The former’s judgment is temporary, while the
latter’s vision is everlasting. Thou shalt soon behold the King-
dom of God and its mysteries and the signs of God and the
lights of His great Realm of Divinity!

TAB.604-605, SW_ v0O7#16 p.151x, VIRM.018-019

AB11281

Date: 1902 or <

O my Lord! O my Lord!

This is a lamp lighted by the fire of Thy love and ablaze with
the flame which is ignited in the tree of Thy mercy. O my Lord!
Increase his enkindlement, heat and flame, with the fire which
is kindled in the Sinai of Thy Manifestation. Verily, Thou art
the Confirmer, the Assister, the Powerful, the Generous, the
Loving!

BPRY.176, TAB.618, BSC.429 #776, PN__1909F p002, VITRM.032
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Study guide to this volume

The second volume from the period around 1902 is among the richest in the entire series: it is
simultaneously a community-builder’s manual, a theology of death and the soul, a treatise on
the equality of women and men, and a sophisticated engagement with the obstacles that prevent
Christians, Jews, Muslims, and Babis from recognizing a new Manifestation. ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes
from prison but with an architectonic vision that ranges from the practical details of printing
Baha’u’llah’s tablets in Nasta‘liq script to the spiritual significance of the martyrdom of two un-
named believers. He clarifies his own station in response to a Western woman who has asked
whether he is “the Christ” — a question that gives occasion for one of the most precise and moving
self-descriptions in the corpus. He mourns the death of Thomas Breakwell in a lyric elegy of haunt-
ing beauty. He directs the establishment of teaching classes and Spiritual Assemblies, and offers a
numerological meditation on the date of the Bab’s birth embedded in a word the Imam al-Baqir
is said to have used. Through all of this runs a consistent conviction: that the power of the divine
presence, now unleashed in the world, will ultimately prevail over every form of blindness, whether
born of theological tradition, philosophical limitation, or simple human envy.

The Equality of Women and the Architecture of Assemblies

Key Passages

Know thou, O handmaid, that in the sight of Baha, women are accounted the same as
men, and God hath created all humankind in His own image, and after His own likeness.
That is, men and women alike are the revealers of His names and attributes, and from
the spiritual viewpoint there is no difference between them. Whosoever draweth nearer
to God, that one is the most favored, whether man or woman. How many a handmaid,
ardent and devoted, hath, within the sheltering shade of Baha, proved superior to the
men, and surpassed the famous of the earth. — AB02310

As to you, O ye other handmaids who are enamored of the heavenly fragrances, ar-
range ye holy gatherings, and found ye Spiritual Assemblies, for these are the basis for
spreading the sweet savors of God, exalting His Word, uplifting the lamp of His grace,
promulgating His religion and promoting His Teachings... These Spiritual Assemblies
are shining lamps and heavenly gardens, from which the fragrances of holiness are dif-
fused over all regions, and the lights of knowledge are shed abroad over all created
things. From them the spirit of life streameth in every direction. They, indeed, are the
potent sources of the progress of man, at all times and under all conditions. —
AB02310
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Praise be unto God Who hath adorned the human reality with manifest signs of divine
love, and hath illumined all existent beings with the light of attraction, in such wise
that they have become harmonized, interconnected, and mutually attracted through
the power of heaven. Verily, union, assemblage, marriage, intermingling, association,
and integration are the cause of life for all beings, whereas dissolution, separation,
dissociation, divorce, and division lead to the death and destruction of created things.
— AB12166

Context for Study

AB02310 is one of the most theologically careful treatments of gender equality in the Baha’i corpus,
and its structure is instructive. The argument moves in three distinct steps. The first is ontological:
God created all humanity “in His own image” — an explicit use of Genesis 1:27 — and therefore
men and women are equally “revealers of His names and attributes” This is a claim about the
deepest level of human being, anterior to all social roles and historical conditions. The second is
observational and historical: many devoted women have, in practice, “surpassed the famous of the
earth” — equality is not merely a theoretical principle but an experienced reality. The third step
is institutional: the founding of Spiritual Assemblies is specifically directed to women (“ye other
handmaids”), positioning them not at the margins of institutional life but at its foundation. The
note about the House of Justice being “confined to men” for reasons that “will erelong be manifest”
has been much discussed in Baha’i scholarship; ‘Abdu’l-Baha presents it as a temporary limitation
whose wisdom will become clear, embedded within an overall framework of genuine equality. This
overall framework is then extended in AB12166, the marriage prayer, into a cosmological principle:
union and attraction are the law of creation at every level, from the attraction of atoms to the
union of hearts in matrimony. The resonance with modern physics is not accidental — by 1902
atomic theory was well advanced, and the principle of electrostatic attraction between particles
was well established. ‘Abdu’l-Baha consistently moves between the cosmic and the personal, the
cosmological and the institutional, showing that the same law governs all of reality. Feminist
theologians of the twentieth century (from Elizabeth Schiissler Fiorenza to Rosemary Radford
Ruether) have argued that genuine gender equality requires not merely formal permission but a
transformation of institutional structures. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s direction to found Spiritual Assemblies
goes precisely in this direction.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha grounds the equality of women and men in the identical function of both as
“revealers of God’s names and attributes.” How does this theological grounding compare
with arguments for equality based on natural rights (Enlightenment feminism), on social
construction of gender (second-wave feminism), and on the complementarity of difference
(certain Christian and Islamic arguments)? What is the distinctive force of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
approach?

2. The restriction of the House of Justice membership to men is presented as a temporary
limitation whose wisdom will become manifest. What methodological tools does Baha’i schol-
arship have for addressing a principle that is simultaneously upheld as divinely ordained and
acknowledged as requiring eventual explanation?
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3. AB12166’s cosmological principle — “union is the cause of life, dissolution the cause of death”
— applies equally to subatomic particles, biological organisms, social communities, and mar-
ital unions. What philosophical tradition supports this kind of analogical reasoning across
different levels of reality? Is it illuminating or potentially misleading?

4. How does the founding of Spiritual Assemblies by women in 1902 compare with the con-
temporary status of women’s leadership in Muslim communities, Jewish congregations, and
Christian denominations? What does the comparison reveal about the relationship between
theological principle and institutional practice?

5. The marriage prayer in AB12166 envisions union as the source of “many souls who will worship
God.” How does this vision of marriage as spiritually generative compare with the Catholic
theology of marriage as sacrament, the Protestant theology of the “holy estate,” and modern
secular understandings of partnership?

The Soul’s Departure: Death, Immortality, and the Elegy for
Breakwell

Key Passages

Grieve thou not over the ascension of my beloved Breakwell, for he hath risen unto
a rose garden of splendors within the Abha Paradise, sheltered by the mercy of his
mighty Lord, and he is crying at the top of his voice: “O that my people could know
how graciously my Lord hath forgiven me, and made me to be of those who have attained
His Presence!”

O Breakwell, O my dear one!

Where now is thy fair face? Where is thy fluent tongue? Where thy clear brow? Where
thy bright comeliness?

O Breakwell, O my dear one!

Thou hast left the lamp that was thy body here, the glass that was thy human form,
thy earthy elements, thy way of life below. Thou art now a bird of Heaven, thou hast
quit thine earthly nest, and soared away to a garden of holiness in the kingdom of thy
Lord. Thou hast risen to a station filled with light. — AB00398

Know thou that every soul is fashioned after the nature of God, each being pure and
holy at his birth. Afterwards, however, the individuals will vary according to what
they acquire of virtues or vices in this world. Although all existent beings are in their
very nature created in ranks or degrees, for capacities are various, nevertheless every
individual is born holy and pure, and only thereafter may he become defiled. —
AB00398

By reason of the oppression and atrocities that have befallen those two souls whom the
people of the world have wronged, ye have raised the cry of lamentation and grieving
and have wept and sighed bitterly. This is meet and right... What gift is there greater
than this? What blessing is mightier than shedding these few drops of blood in the path
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of the peerless Lord? What felicity is more meritorious than the bounty of being aided
by the mystery of sacrifice to consecrate themselves to the love of the Abha Beauty?
May my life be offered up for those two martyrs; may my whole being be sacrificed for
their sake. — AB01430

Context for Study

The elegy for Thomas Breakwell (AB00398) is one of the most formally accomplished passages
in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondence — a sustained lyric in the tradition of the Arabic and Persian
marthiya (elegy), in which the repeated apostrophe “O Breakwell, O my dear one!” functions as a
refrain that simultaneously mourns absence and affirms presence. Breakwell, a young Englishman
who had embraced the Faith with great ardor before dying of tuberculosis in Paris in 1902, had
clearly won ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s deep affection. The theological content is woven through the lyric: the
soul is described as “a bird of Heaven” that has “quit its earthly nest” — a metaphor deeply rooted
in Persian Sufi poetry (Rimi’s reed separated from the reed-bed, ‘Attar’s birds journeying to the
Simurgh) but here directed toward a specific, named individual. The doctrinal note embedded in
the elegy — that every soul is born pure and differentiates itself through the virtues and vices it
acquires — is a Baha’i position on original nature that stands in sharp contrast to the doctrine
of original sin in Augustinian Christianity while resonating with Rousseau’s natural goodness and
with Islamic teaching on fitra (the primordial human nature inclined toward God). AB01430’s
treatment of the two unnamed martyrs extends the meditation on death into the explicitly political
domain: the language of injustice is front and center (“the people of the world have wronged” them),
yet the theological frame transforms political victimhood into spiritual triumph. The “mystery of
sacrifice” (sirr-i-fida) is a technical term in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s vocabulary, pointing to a dimension
of willing death for the beloved that exceeds ordinary juridical categories and enters the realm of
mystical union.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Breakwell elegy uses repeated apostrophe (“O Breakwell”) to create a form of continued
presence through address. How does this rhetorical strategy compare with the apostrophes
in the Psalms of lament, in Tennyson’s In Memoriam, and in Qur’anic invocation? What is
the theological function of addressing the dead as if they are present?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s claim that every soul is born pure and differentiates itself through acquired
virtues and vices challenges Augustinian original sin while affirming Islamic fitra. How does
this anthropology shape Baha’i approaches to child-rearing, education, and moral formation?

3. The “mystery of sacrifice” in AB01430 implies that willing death for the love of God has a
significance that exceeds mere heroism or political resistance. How does the Baha’i theology of
sacrifice compare with the Christian theology of atonement (substitutionary, moral-influence,
Christus Victor theories) and with the Shi‘i theology of redemptive suffering at Karbala?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha explicitly validates grief — “This is meet and right” — before transforming it
into gratitude. What is the spiritual significance of this validation? How does Baha’i teaching
on grief and mourning compare with contemporary psychological approaches to loss?
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5. AB00398’s extended theological excursus on the nature of immortality (ending with the dis-
tinction between the “living” and the “dead” in Christ’s sense) suggests that the elegy is
simultaneously a personal tribute and a doctrinal statement. What is the relationship be-
tween personal grief and theological clarity in this text?

The Power of Tests: Judas, Envy, and the Deepening of Faith

Key Passages

How many a soul hath turned itself unto the Lord and entered into the protective
shadow of His Word, and become famed throughout the world — for example, Judas
Iscariot. And then, when the tests grew harsh and the violence thereof intensified, their
feet slipped on the pathway and they turned backward from the Faith after having
acknowledged its truth, and they denied it, and fell away from harmony and love into
mischief and hate. Thus became visible the power of tests, which maketh mighty pillars
to tremble and shake. — ABO00872

Judas Iscariot was the greatest of the disciples, and he summoned the people to Christ.
Then it seemed to him that Jesus was showing increasing regard to the Apostle Peter,
and when Jesus said, ‘Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church,’
these words addressed to Peter, and this singling out of Peter for special honour, had
a marked effect on the Apostle, and kindled envy within the heart of Judas... Such is
the outcome of envy, the chief reason why men turn aside from the Straight Path. So
hath it occurred, and will occur, in this great Cause. But it doth not matter, for it
engendereth loyalty in the rest, and maketh souls to arise who waver not, who are fixed
and unshakeable as the mountains in their love for the Manifest Light. = — ABO0O0872

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s use of Judas Iscariot as a paradigm case for apostasy driven by envy is one of the
most psychologically acute passages in the volume. The analysis is disarmingly specific: it is not a
generic moral failing, not a sudden collapse of faith, but a precise sequence — recognition, devotion,
closeness, the perception of a rival’s advancement, envy, betrayal. This specificity is important: it
identifies the particular mechanism by which those who were once “the greatest of the disciples”
become adversaries. The parallel to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own situation with his half-brother Mirza
Muhammad-*‘Ali is unmistakable, though never named. The passage thus functions simultaneously
as theological history (the recurrent pattern of prophetic communities), psychological analysis (the
inner dynamics of religious betrayal), and oblique autobiographical commentary. The teaching
that envy is “the chief reason why men turn aside from the Straight Path” has deep roots in the
Abrahamic traditions: the story of Cain and Abel (Genesis 4) is the first story of religious violence,
and its motive is envy of God’s favor; the Qur’an identifies hasad (envy) as a primal destructive force
(Q113:5); in Christian moral theology (from Gregory the Great through Aquinas to Dante), envy is
one of the seven deadly sins, defined as grief at another’s good and desire for its removal. What is
distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s version is the theological optimism that follows: apostasy driven by
envy paradoxically deepens the loyalty of those who remain. The departure of the envious is not a
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failure but a purification — like the waves of the sea casting out what cannot be contained within
it, a metaphor he uses elsewhere in this period.

Questions for Reflection

1.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s analysis of Judas’s apostasy centers on envy of Peter’s special honor. How does
this psychological reading of Judas compare with theological interpretations (predestination in
Calvinist thought, Judas as instrument of divine plan in some patristic writers) and historical-
critical readings (Judas as disappointed revolutionary nationalist)? Which approach offers
the most pastoral utility?

. The claim that tests “make mighty pillars to tremble and shake” implies that no one, however

advanced, is immune to spiritual failure. How does this view of moral vulnerability compare
with the Calvinist doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, with the Arminian teaching
that salvation can be lost, and with the Sufi understanding of the stages (magamat) of the
spiritual path?

. ‘Abdu’l-Baha observes that apostasy “engendereth loyalty in the rest, and maketh souls to

arise who waver not.” Is this consoling observation also verifiable historically? What examples
from the history of religions support or challenge it?

. Envy in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s analysis arises specifically from the perception of differential divine

favor — one person is singled out for special honor and the other feels diminished. How
does this relate to theological debates about divine election, predestination, and the apparent
arbitrariness of grace?

. How should a community respond when one of its leading members undergoes the kind of

spiritual collapse ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes? What does the Baha'i framework offer by way of
guidance that is different from what secular organizational psychology might recommend?

Expanding the Community: Teaching, Print, and Institutional Or-

der

Key Passages

As for the second letter regarding teaching gatherings and study classes for teaching,
both men and women — this is very appropriate. In the West most of the men and
women believers are engaged in teaching and learning, even writing — so far more
than fifty apologetic works proving the Cause of God have been written by the leaves,
published and circulated. The loved ones of Iran and the believing women of that
blessed clime must surely seek to surpass other regions and excel, and this depends on
organizing teaching gatherings and study classes for teaching. — AB11645

Teaching classes are among the most important matters of the divine Cause. Establish-
ing them quickly is essential, for their foundation is laid upon God’s basis and their
result is the diffusion of the divine fragrances. It is strange that after being established
there was some delay. Certainly all means must be employed and each of the friends

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 168



Vol. 126: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1902, part II Appendix

must strive and endeavor in this regard. This is not an obligation — it is encouragement
toward the eternal glory of both worlds. — AB02704

As for what you wrote about scripts, the Nasta‘liq script is very acceptable. Therefore,
if efforts are made to produce printing type in Nasta‘liq script, that would be most
suitable. Regarding the translation of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, no single person can translate
it. A group skilled in both the foreign language and Arabic must translate it with
utmost care. Otherwise it is very difficult for one person to be able to translate it.
They have translated it in America but it is not complete. — AB11671

Context for Study

These three passages reveal ‘Abdu’l-Baha as a remarkably practical institutional architect, attend-
ing simultaneously to the cultural formation of believers in Iran (teaching classes), the literary
production of apologetics in the West (more than fifty works written by women alone), and the
technical challenges of typography and translation. The observation about Nasta‘liq script deserves
attention: it was the preferred calligraphic style for Persian literary texts and carried strong asso-
ciations with classical Persian poetry and mysticism. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s recommendation of Nasta‘liq
for printing Baha’u’llah’s tablets reflects an understanding that the aesthetic medium of a text
is not neutral — that the visual form of sacred words carries spiritual and cultural significance.
This is a principle with deep roots in Islamic calligraphic tradition, where the beauty of the writ-
ten word is itself a form of praise. The note on translating the Kitab-i-Agdas is one of the earliest
statements in the corpus about the technical difficulty of rendering Baha’u’llah’s most legally dense
and stylistically complex text into Western languages. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s insistence on a collaborative
team approach — “a group skilled in both the foreign language and Arabic” — anticipates the con-
temporary best practice of collaborative, peer-reviewed translation of sacred texts. His observation
that the American translation is “not complete” reflects the epistemological humility of a tradition
that has always recognized the inadequacy of any single rendition. Together, these passages sketch
the outline of a community that is simultaneously rooted in the aesthetic traditions of the East and
expanding into the literary and institutional cultures of the West.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha notes that more than fifty apologetic works had been written by Western
women believers and circulated. What does this figure suggest about the relationship be-
tween women’s religious agency and textual production in the early Baha’i community? How
does it compare with women’s literary production in early Christianity, in Shi‘i devotional
culture, or in the Protestant Reformation?

2. The recommendation of Nasta‘liq script for Baha'i printing implies that aesthetic form is
spiritually significant. How does the Baha’i teaching on the arts (as worship, as service, as
means of illumination) relate to the Islamic tradition of calligraphic theology?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha insists that translation of the Kitab-i-Agdas requires a team. What are the
theological and practical implications of this collaborative approach to translating sacred law?
How does it compare with the translation methodologies of the New Revised Standard Bible,
the Qur’an translation debates in Islam, or the Septuagint’s legendary history of collaborative
production?
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4. Teaching classes are described as “encouragement toward the eternal glory of both worlds” —
not mere obligation but a source of intrinsic spiritual reward. How does this motivation differ
from the compliance-based approach to religious education characteristic of some traditional
institutions?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is directing an institutional expansion of the Cause from a prison cell with
virtually no freedom of movement. What does this paradox suggest about the relationship
between institutional authority and physical location, or between leadership and liberty?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 126 reveals a ministry that integrates mourning and institutional building, mystical theol-
ogy and practical administration, the equality of women and the architecture of assembly, into a
single coherent vision. The elegy for Breakwell and the letter on teaching classes are not different
genres of writing accidentally gathered under one cover; they are expressions of the same fundamen-
tal conviction that every aspect of human life — grief, institutional governance, gender relations,
typography, and martyrdom — is a domain in which the divine purpose is actively unfolding.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s insis-
tence that beauty, institutional order, gender equality, and sacrifice are all aspects of
a single divine architecture challenge the tendency to separate the mystical from the
administrative, the personal from the institutional, the eternal from the practical —
and what demands does this integration place on the communities he is directing?
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