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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
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Introduction to volume 129

This 1903 volume is shaped by the aftershock of renewed persecutions, especially the Yazd upheavals,
and by ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s effort to transmute grief into steadfastness, teaching, and disciplined conduct.
ABO02665 gives a concise theology of sacrifice, placing the martyrs of Yazd and Isfahan in a sacred
genealogy extending from Joseph, Christ, John the Baptist, and Karbila to the Bab, Quddus,
and the early Baha’i martyrs; the letter is marked as one to be copied to all regions, suggesting its
intended communal function. AB02669 and AB03172 are more intimate in tone, registering ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s own anguish at the martyrdoms while presenting the “mystery of sacrifice” as the hidden
power by which the Cause is watered and made fragrant throughout East and West. AB05737 adds
the necessary counterweight of prudence: sacrifice is praised, yet wisdom must be observed so that
the ignorant are not alarmed and oppressors are given no pretext.

A second cluster concerns teaching under crisis. AB02758, addressed to the friends in Shahrud,
plays on the city’s name by hoping that Shahrud may become “Bahrud,” a sea of glory, and then
presses the friends to arise while there is still time, since receptive soil requires skilled cultivators.
ABO03213 is especially valuable for the history of organized instruction: it calls the teaching of the
Faith the “mightiest foundation,” makes the acquisition of proofs and arguments obligatory, praises
a regular teaching gathering, and asks that reports be sent every three months so that others may
be encouraged. AB02951 addresses “seekers of knowledge” and presents divine education as the
antidote to the darkness of prison and mortality, urging students to acquire the “lights of divine
knowledge” and the “heavenly arts.” AB03242 gives this teaching work a cosmic frame, describing
the hosts of the Supreme Concourse as waiting to assist any soul who advances into the field.

The volume also contains several doctrinal and interpretive items of special interest. AB02660 gives
a compact account of the world after death: that realm exceeds the words and conceptions of this
world, and can only be indicated through metaphor, just as an abstract reality such as knowledge
must be clothed in sensible images. AB02958 adapts the familiar pattern of Christian fulfillment to
a Western recipient, explaining the Pharisees’ failure to recognize Christ through literalistic expec-
tations and praising the addressee for grasping the inner meaning of Christ’s utterance. AB03352
gives a striking rationalization of the long lives of the ancients, explaining them through differing
systems of reckoning years and planetary cycles. AB02887, while answering a practical question
about consultation between father and son in business, turns consultation into a general principle
of Baha'’i law and then appends a long, richly devotional prayer of repentance, detachment, and
spiritual transformation.

Finally, the collection reveals the constructive and ethical breadth of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s guidance in
this period. AB03026 praises the construction of a sacred House during a time of upheaval, compar-
ing such work under storm and tempest to the captain who unfurls the sail in the heart of the sea.
AB02892 combines respect for Iranian and Ottoman officials, approval of printing the Kitab-i-Jqan,
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and pastoral advice to assume good intentions rather than suffer over conjectures. AB02952 is
a strong ethical statement: human beings are trees whose fruit must be love, kindness, trustwor-
thiness, service, justice, and fellowship with all peoples, and conduct must be universal in scope.
AB03240 applies the same ethic to persecution, instructing the friends to answer wounds with balm,
injustice with justice, and enmity with love, since true triumph comes through divine attributes.
The volume therefore presents a community wounded by violence yet urged toward teaching, con-
sultation, education, building, patience, and a universal ethic capable of making suffering itself a
vehicle of expansion.
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ABO02776

AB02776

To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi
(Lisanul-Hudur), in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1908 ca.
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O old friend! What you had written became clear and un- f\, oy oJ}C pa/ 44\ a8 L @l

derstood. You had complained of hardship - but is there any
comfort in this world? No, by God! The waves of events arrive
one after another, and this is from the essential requirements of
contingent beings and the characteristics of that which is orig-
inated. The absence of upheaval and the absence of change
and transformation are essential requirements of the Ancient,
not of that which is originated. Therefore one must not pay
attention to such painful events, but rather one’s gaze must
turn to the Kingdom of Oneness. And if in the end the desired
results from human life are obtained, it is joy upon joy, even
if in every moment one becomes the target of countless arrows.
And if no benefit comes from existence, it is sorrow upon sor-
row, even if days and times are blessed and praiseworthy. This
is the essence of the matter; this is the truth. In the words of
the poet:

“From this inn of two doors, since departure is necessary,

What matter if the arch of life’s residence be tall or short?”

Beyond earthly intoxication, those drunk from the divine cup
have another intoxication, and those attracted to the celestial
Beloved have another rapture. I hope that we may all become
recipients of these outpourings and recipients of the effects of
the Kingdom of the Lord of Signs. And upon you be greetings
and praise.

O kind friend! ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is that you might light the
lamp of His Honor the glorious martyr, the unique maternal
uncle, His Honor Vahid. Therefore you must become a man
of the arena and a lion of utterance, become a falcon in the

heights of eternal glory and a confidant of that eagle of the
spaces of the All-Merciful. And this is not difficult for God.
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AB02660

AB02660

To: Yazdi, Muhammad son of Haji Muhammad Sadiq, in Rafsanjan

Date: 1903 ca.

...Regarding thy question about the world after death: That
realm cannot be comprehended or explained through the con-
ceptions and expressions of this visible world. Briefly stated,
this world in relation to that world is like the womb. Just as
it would be impossible and inconceivable to explain this vast
external world while in the confines of the womb, so too is it
impossible and unattainable to describe that divine realm us-
ing the words and expressions of this world. How can the pure
realm be explained in this world of dust? How can the realities
of divine perfections be unveiled and witnessed in this world
of earthly darkness?

> At most, one can only make an allusion, especially since in this
world, whenever one wishes to explain any abstract reality, it
must be cast in tangible forms. For example, knowledge is an
abstract reality, but when thou wishest to describe it, thou
sayest it is an ocean. Thus, that abstract reality which is
knowledge is explained through the tangible form of an ocean.
This is but an allusion, a metaphor, a simile, a figure of speech.
Through such means, the listener can grasp the meaning of
that abstract reality. Otherwise, in the physical world, abstract
reality has no outward appearance or manifestation that could
be explained through such expressions.

In brief, this matter requires detailed explanation for some un-
derstanding to be gained, but Abdul-Baha has absolutely no
time for lengthy elaboration. Therefore, this brief account is
written. If pure nature and spiritual insight are present, this ex-
planation suffices; otherwise, even a lengthy exposition would
yield no benefit. For a pure soul, a single word is sufficient.
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To: Baha’is of Shahrud
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye who are attracted to the Beauty of Abha! Our hope
is that Shahrud may become Bahrud (sea of glory), and that
country may become perfumed with holy fragrances, and that
clime may become, through manifest bounty, as the Garden of
Paradise. For when the lightning flash of truth is spread in any
land it becomes luminous, and when the life-giving breeze of
the Abha Paradise wafts over any region it becomes redolent
with musk.

Therefore it behooveth that at every moment, like unto a whale
in the sea of oneness, we should raise a cry, stir up a commotion,
sound forth a celestial call and open the ear of understanding.
Though the soil be sweet, a trusted farmer and skilled cultiva-
tor is needed to sow the seed and water it, so that heavenly
blessing and bounty may be unveiled.

Likewise, until souls in every land arise to teach the Cause of
the Lord, the Beloved of bounty will not appear, the lights of
oneness will not shine, the morn of guidance will not dawn,
and the world will not become another world. Days will pass
in lethargy and time will be wasted fruitlessly, and in the end
loss and deprivation will appear, regret will encompass all and
the soul’s desire will turn to loss and deprivation.

While there is yet time we must strive and surge and cry out
so that the dawn of hope may shine and the light of oneness
may gleam and the horizons may become illumined, souls may
be filled with glad-tidings, hearts may be filled with joy, eyes
may be brightened and human realities may become as a rose
garden. This is the most great bounty, this is the greatest
guidance, this is endless grace.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Aga Muhammad Ali son of Ali Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.
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To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Praise be to God that af-
ter returning from the Holy Land to that region, with fragrant
breaths you arose to guide souls and were successful in promot-
ing the religion of God.

The days are passing, and every foundation shall be demol-
ished and cause pride and arrogance except the foundation of
guidance, which is the basis of the Frequented House and shall
endure forever, praised and appreciated. Consider those who
came before - how many palaces they built! Those palaces
ended in graves, and those rose gardens and flower beds ulti-
mately became dumping grounds and ash heaps. But whoever
took a step in the field of guidance laid a foundation whose
base was in the world of possibility but whose highest cham-
bers reached to the zenith of the placeless realm, remaining
fixed and firm in the endless world.

Therefore give thanks to God that the impulse of divine con-
firmation guided you thus and the escort of grace led you in
this way. I beseech God that you may ever remain protected
and preserved under His sheltering care and become the cause
of exalting the Word of the Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting One.
Be confident that confirmations will reach you.

Do not be saddened by poverty nor disturbed by need, for
in God’s path in every age poverty was wealth and need the
greatest ascension; abasement was the greatest glory and an-
nihilation the cause of eternal life. Therefore these conditions
have no significance in the world of truth. The essential thing
is confirmation and success in service at the Sacred Threshold
of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

Sl s il dm b W) STle Jlar oy (o
Sl S (g b Lo O (e 2]
A D) o Bad Bar s sk pld sE

e oo QU p s Sl s o L)
S bl & s ol S 8 )
5% 5 55 s Gl bV by ol jseme
S &1 Oluty s i 5K
O 5 A8 58 O g OF sl 5L b
%;Owkr@\)sgxg;dw
Sl B s Ols 5> ks _p Ly oS
Loy O8I Ol s wb\f:%db
e by 3L Oy G}\)s Sk e kel
ol dle

e AR SRS SR
s Culds e culie fd, 5 55 SIS
L,A;;,:Leoﬁ)w\,e.{(;@\.\;.;\
(‘r’ G a8 ) e e g
deor b Bl b 43

&g g 5 s e 0 B
son e B pas p s A e 5o L)
305 65 @ b gl ohiel e
S G e 53 g8 o) e 1
e QT Cads B s Al ol &
Al 1Y ) cle dle

&13\)2:?3“%’)7

INBA89:184, MKT6.116

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=187
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-116.html

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

AB02669

AB02669

To: Aqa Siyyid Abu-Turab Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

1 O true spiritual servant of the Abha Beauty! The contents
of your eloquent letter were understood, filled with spiritual
sentiments and evidence of steadfastness in divine love.

2 In these days, such trials and tribulations have assailed ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and sorrows have so encompassed Him that no chance
for breathing remains nor opportunity for speech. Night and
day, in remembrance of the martyrs, He is so affected, longing,
grieved and regretful that it defies description. At times He is
silent, the cord of hope broken, freed from attachment to all
else, wounded by the arrow of cruelty. At times in the dark
night, companion to tearful eyes, lamenting cries and a burning
heart. Sometimes raising loud cries of anguish and grief, other
times passing time depressed, withered and hurt.

And these sorrows and pains, this effect and longing, this with-
ering and hurt are because of how the faithful friends drank the
cup of purity in the arena of supreme martyrdom, attained the
greatest gift, and soared to the Abha Kingdom, raising tumult
in the Supreme Concourse and jubilation in the Abha horizon
- while we deprived ones remain desolate, despairing, sorrowful
and grieving in this earthly realm. What greater regret than
this, what greater tribulation than this!

i

By His Beauty shining from the horizon of the Unseen upon the
vision of the people of faithfulness: verily the heart is aflame,
verily tears flow, verily patience is exhausted from not attaining
this manifest bounty.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Hands of the Cause of God, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

In these days news has arrived from Tehran that the friends,
guided by the Hands of the Cause of God, upon them be the
Glory of God, the Most Glorious, have intended to elect a Spir-
itual Assembly, and this discussion has been circulating among
the generality of the friends that a general election should be
held. At this time, such a matter would greatly disturb and
agitate minds, and the slanderers would loose their tongues
and convey a hundred thousand calumnies to the government.
Absolutely, absolutely such a matter must not even be imag-
ined, let alone be realized. Election is only permissible when
its reality becomes clear and it occurs with the permission and
authorization of the government. Although now the purpose
of this Spiritual Assembly is the administration of spiritual af-
fairs, the accusers will not say this - they will spread a hundred
thousand calumnies. Therefore, leave this Spiritual Assembly
in its initial state, and if the appointment of new members
is necessary, let the Spiritual Assembly of the Hands of the
Cause of God implement whatever they consider appropriate
by majority vote within the assembly itself. More than this is
not permissible now, as it would cause calumnies. Absolutely,
absolutely they must not contemplate undertaking any matter
without seeking permission and authorization from the govern-
ment, for praise be to God, the government of His Imperial
Majesty is just, agreeable, benevolent, kind and protective of
the rights of its subjects. And upon you be greetings and praise.
‘Abdu’l-Baha

This letter should be read to the friends after being read in
the assembly of the Hands of the Cause of God, so that this
discussion may be completely suspended.
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To: Avdis Isiyan Hamadani, in Baku
Date: 1903 ca.

O rose of the garden of Christ! The Pharisees waited years
and years for the appearance of Christ, the Beautiful, the Gra-
cious. But when that Promised Lord became manifest and
evident, they called that Noble One - God forbid! - an ugly
messiah. One cried out “Where is David’s throne?”, another
shouted “Where is the rod of iron?”, another began to wail
and lament “The Law of God has been abrogated - where is its
promotion?”; another raised his voice “Where is His glorious
sovereignty?”, another wandered bewildered “What happened
to the praise and glorification of all the peoples of the world on
Mount Zion?”; and another objected “Where is the fellowship
between grazing beasts and predatory animals?”

In short, each one raised an objection and turned away from
the truth, and with doubts mocked the Lord of manifest signs.
Finally matters reached the point where they mounted that
Noble One on a donkey, placed a crown of thorns on His head,
paraded Him through the streets and bazaars, and finally hung
Him on the cross. Such is the nature of people - leave them to
their vain imaginings.

Praise be to God that you have understood the meanings and
truths of Christ’s utterance, have rent asunder the veil, have
beheld the manifest light, have found guidance, have raised
the flag of divine bestowal, and have accomplished your task.
A hundred praises upon you! Verily you have a station with
your Lord and that is the great attainment. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1903 ca.

My God, my God! Thou seest me taking refuge in Thy mighty
shelter, seeking asylum in Thy lofty sanctuary, clinging to Thy
strong pillar, and beseeching Thy glorious Kingdom to ordain
for Thy servants beautiful patience in facing calamities, tri-
als, afflictions and tribulations in Thy straight path. O Lord!
Make firm their hearts, assist their souls, steady their feet, and
strengthen their bodies that they may endure every tribulation
in Thy love and withstand the onslaught of enemies that causes
mountains to shake and feet to stumble. O Lord! Aid Thy ser-
vant who has ever gazed toward the horizon of Thy mercy,
who burns with the fire of Thy love, who is attracted by the
breezes of Thy grace, who cries out to Thy divine Presence,
who takes refuge at the gate of Thy oneness, who speaks Thy
praise, who yearns for the beauty of Thy glory, who is occupied
with Thy remembrance, who is intimate with the acquisition
of Thy lights, who uncovers Thy mysteries. Verily Thou art
the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be happy and confident,
for thou art near to the threshold of the Self-Sufficing Lord and
the recipient of the favors of the Abha Beauty. His assistance
and grace are thy companion, and His infinite favors encompass
thee. His grace is all-embracing and His kindness is ancient.
This servant, in utmost humility and lamentation, implores at
His threshold with restlessness: O Thou kind Friend and Solace
of heart and soul! Protect and safeguard that familiar one from
strangers, and make him a cause for the spread of the light of
guidance. Make him a manifestation of bounty and grant him
success, that he may arise in Thy service and hasten to worship
Thee. Thou art the Powerful and Mighty, and Thou art the
Bestower, the Giver, the Radiant, the Nurturer, and the Kind.

ool 5 bl S s G171 M
Lol K, 1Y, ) Sk
Sl 53 31 B S5 ) e
5 oA DU LAl e LA
g r—r}b ) (J—wl\ S db\))\
ﬁu,\,g, ﬁ\.m;j} prest 5

o2 Lsle &»3;%5\,&&
4 JJi s I @ posh Com NN
L Y cdl Sae sl O, RN
LW&)LW&L?JPL}\
“g"“\"f f“l w Koy Olmiy
[F0 S bl &J,\ b JI s
e byl 53, V,w ECPREN!
Gl il K J)\ﬁy Lk S\l
e o) il

§ G ks y Sl s Ol b )
S 5550 5 3G O o€ g
Sl 5 Cndd 2Ll 5 O gl Dl
3 Gl pdes feld 2l
&l s £ IS s e Yl ol il
O ok @l § e b i
OB, SV 1y LaT OF Ol 5 s Lidse
el g 5L vy b p ol Lii
g e By G e e o
FREY d}:,\;uwsﬁj J)\;JWJA
0N sy 5 ool 5 odins 4 o2 Sy 4 Ul
Ob e s

MJIMJ2.097x, MMG2#279
MMG2#349 p.390x, FRH.188-189

p.311x,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 9


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA2/mma2-98.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-314.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-393.html
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/frh.pdf#page=186

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

AB02886

AB02886

To: Karbala’i Iskandar from Usku, in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O divine servant! Since you have turned with an illumined
heart to the threshold of the All-Merciful, you will surely be
accepted. Whatever is revealed as true in the world of dreams
is a truthful dream and corresponds to reality. I beseech God
that you may be assisted in every moment with a new bounty
and a wondrous success.

Say to Mashhadi Iskandar that ‘Abdu’l-Baha cannot be con-
tained in the balance of tests, nor is He deserving of tests.
Every tester tests himself, for the seeker has no right to test.
Someone found His Holiness the Commander [Ali], peace be
upon him, on a roof and said “If you have complete trust in
preserving the Truth, throw yourself down from above.” His
Holiness the Commander, peace be upon him, said “The Truth
must test me, not I test It.”

And this servant has never claimed knowledge of the unseen,
that you should inquire about the unseen. The Prophet says:
“I know not the unseen, and if I knew the unseen I would have
much good, and I know not what will be done with me or
with you tomorrow.” And whenever they tested that Holy One
they were disappointed, and whatever they asked received a
negative reply - this is the text of the Qur’an.

And what you have asked about is the domain of fortune-tellers
and diviners, not of the righteous. In no age have the saints
of God engaged in such childish games, and if they revealed
hidden secrets, it was without being asked, rather it was purely
through the manifestation of the Lord’s bestowal.

And peace be upon whoever follows guidance.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou illustrious Branch of the divine Lote-Tree of the All-
Merciful! The Tablet which was written with the pen of joy
and the ink of delight was received and perused. The happiness
and gladness of His Honor Afnan greatly rejoiced the heart of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, for praise be to God, that blessed heart is happy
and joyous and all the divine friends were delighted in the
construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. This is fundamental,
for the expansion of the hearts of the friends is a divine gift to
this servant and the ultimate desire.

All those souls are accepted and beloved at the Sacred Thresh-
old, and truly the presence of His Honor the General demon-
strates the utmost protection. This is among the strange mat-
ters that could never be imagined - no one could conceive of
such zeal, protection, consideration and justice. This is solely
due to the supplications of this servant at midnight and dawn,
and likewise due to the capacity and worthiness of the friends
of ‘Ishqabad that the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar could be established
with such freedom in that land. God willing, its melody will
reach the Concourse on High at dawn.

As for Abbas-of’s receipt for the funds, use them in the con-
struction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. I hope through the favors
of the Blessed Beauty that you will be assisted to complete this
mighty edifice and attain what is the ultimate desire of heart
and soul - to be honored by kissing the threshold of the two
Sacred Places. And upon you be glory and praise.
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To: Nayrizi, Mulla Hasan et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O two firm ones in the Covenant! Your writing was the cause
of gladness of hearts and its contents bestowed the exhilara-
tion of the sealed wine, for it contained the confession of the
oneness and singleness of God and the utter servitude of this
evanescent servant of the Beauty of Abha. What a pleasing
melody was this mention of servitude that bestowed infinite
joy and gladness upon this bewildered, love-smitten one, and
what a spiritual song it was that caused this mortal bird to
soar to the heights of the All-Merciful.

2 For the sincere belief of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is this: that the Primal

Point, His Holiness the Exalted One - may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for Him - is the Manifestation of Supreme Lordship and
the Herald of the Beauty of Abha and the Sun of Truth and the
Essence of Singleness and the Revelation of Divinity, the Most
Great Luminary of the higher world, the Beauty of Abha, and
‘Abdu’l-Baha is the weak, mortal servant of those two peerless
Stars. This is the essence of my reality, the substance of my
being, and the very nature of my identity. And whosoever
does not believe this has wandered in the wilderness of vain
imaginings.

3 O loved ones of God! What is the belief of this servant must

be believed by all, and they must not engage in any interpreta-
tion or explanation whatsoever. Whatever is explicitly stated
should be what is believed, so that the mighty stronghold of
the Cause of God may be protected from the calamity of dis-
agreement and all may become of one mind, one thought, and
one belief. And I beseech the loved ones of God not to add
any mention to this thought and belief, to confine themselves
to these words, and to praise ‘Abdu’l-Baha accordingly.

1 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Aqa son of Mirza Husayn Yazdi, in Samargand
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! Regarding your question about consulta-
tion between father and son and son with father in business
and commerce - consultation in God’s Law is a fundamental
principle and is certainly acceptable, whether between father
and son or another person. There is no better way than this.
One should consult in all matters - through consultation the
depth of an issue is reached and what is appropriate is discov-
ered.

Turn to the Supreme Kingdom of Mystery and supplicate:

O Kind Lord! T am drowning in the sea of disobedience - show
me the path of forgiveness. I am full of shortcomings - free me
from the snare of pride. I am physical - make me spiritual. I
am of the contingent world - make me merciful. I thirst for
the flowing water - guide me to the fountain of paradise. I
long for vision - make possible the witnessing of lights. I am
weary of self - make me attached to You and detached from
all the world. Bring to my nostrils the fragrant musk of Your
tresses. I am wandering - give me direction. I am helpless and
homeless - give me shelter. I am yearning - bring me to the
pavilion of union. I am burning - shower upon me the light of
radiance. I am weak - make me strong. I am poor - bestow
the treasure of wealth. I am afflicted - give me healing. I am
wounded - grant me balm. I am captive - give me freedom. I
am full of sin - deliver me from the abasement of transgression.
Grant me dwelling in the shadow of Your grace and deal with
me through pure bounty, that I may find my way to another
world and be guided to another realm, become intoxicated from
the pure cup and be a wine-bibber in the tavern of love. You
are the Mighty and Powerful, and You are the Generous, the
Merciful and the Bountiful.

BRL_CONSULT#17x,
LOG#0765x

BRL_FAM#53x, COC+#0183x, COC#0847x,
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: 1903 ca.

O exalted branch of the divine Lote Tree! What you wrote
became known and clear. Praise be to God that you have been
appointed to construct the honored House. Know the value of
this gift. By God, besides Whom there is no other God, the
spiritual realities of holy souls in the Supreme Concourse cry
out “Blessed art thou for this!” and exclaim “How wonderful,
how wonderful!”

Whatever the loved ones of God have offered for the construc-
tion of this mighty House is accepted and welcome. Likewise,
if hereafter anyone should, with utmost desire, offer something
for that sacred edifice, accept it and record it.

Although in these days tumult has seized the horizons and
trembling has shaken the pillars of the world, the doors of
tribulations and calamities are opened and the tempest of tests
and trials exists - in such an upheaval the construction of the
revered House is mighty and the cause of joy and delight to
every sorrowful heart.

This is real work, for in times of peace and security anyone
can do any task, but when fierce winds and rain and snow and
hail and thunder and lightning and great thunderbolts come
repeatedly from every direction and whirlwinds surround - in
such a calamity, in the heart of the sea, in the most great
tempest, if the captain unfurls the sail he shows great power.
Otherwise, in a calm sea any helpless one can open the sail and
steer the ship.

Verily this is from the grace of my Lord, the Most Merciful,
the Most Compassionate.

GEN.174, AFNAN.175-176x
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To: Students of Sadr-i-Hamadani et al., in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O seekers of knowledge! What a noble effort you have shown
and what beneficial intention you have demonstrated in service
to the Lord God.

In this prison, human life is like death - there is no comfort,
no pleasure, no joy and no solace, unless one is overtaken by
perpetual intoxication and remains constantly inebriated, be-
coming completely deprived of perception and feeling. Perhaps
such a one may laugh incidentally and experience imaginary
happiness.

3 But in this pitch darkness there exists a world-illumining can-
dle, and in this sea of mortality there appears a ship of salva-
tion. For this deadly poison there is a supreme antidote, and
for this bitter colocynth there is refined sugar - and that is
the spiritual sensibilities of man, the merciful inspirations of
God, the divine manifestations of knowledge, and the heavenly
intimations of the compassionate Lord.

Therefore, O seekers, recognize the worth of that Teacher who
is a divine educator in the school of God, and strive night
and day to acquire the lights of divine knowledge and attain
the heavenly arts. In the garden of divine unity, let each of
you raise a melody and teach lessons of inner meanings and
realities. Show forth effort and zeal, and in this field seize the
ball of precedence and excellence.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! The matter of showing respect,
consideration and assistance to His Excellency the Ambassador
was very well received. With respect to government officials,
whether agents of the illustrious Iranian government or agents
of the sublime Ottoman government - may God assist them
both to justice and benevolence - it is necessary and obliga-
tory for all. Certainly when opportunity arises, service and
consideration are required.

Regarding the Kitab-i-Iqan, it was previously written that its
printing and distribution among the friends is appropriate and
suitable. The date of the revelation of the Kitab-i-Iqan is 1278.

Concerning the handmaiden of God Mrs. Maxwell about
whom you wrote, I beseech divine grace and bounty that she
may be encompassed by the glance of providence in all things.

As for your own situation, be patient and forbearing as much
as you can, and do not become distressed by anyone based on
mere conjecture. How many matters appear one way to peo-
ple, but when the truth is revealed it becomes clear it was mere
conjecture rather than reality. At all times one should consider
positive possibilities in matters and attribute good intentions,
or hidden obstacles. When this is one’s approach, peace of
mind and tranquility of conscience result; otherwise one is con-
stantly tormented. I hope this station will be bestowed so that
it may be the cause of continuing joy and delight. Let the
heart never be hurt or darkened; rather, let lights ever shine
forth.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Gabriel Sacy, in Eqypt
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! I have read
thy recent letter and learned of what thou didst say during thy
meeting with that prominent man, and afterwards whenever
thou didst meet either him or his son-in-law, they praised and
commended thee. Be thou moderate, purify thy sight from
human limitations, and let not thine eyes turn away from the
Most Great Vision. And if he asketh thee about me, say: “He
is a servant content with God’s decree, submitting all affairs
to God, asking nothing.”

2 O my beloved! I am joyous, glad and radiant in what hath
befallen me of tribulation, for this is in God’s path, and I pray
for the government and its officials for divine confirmation and
success at all times. Verily thy Lord is kind to His servants and
singles out whom He willeth with His mercy - and God is the
possessor of great bounty. There is absolutely no importance
in my being restricted - nay, these bonds are the very essence
of freedom, and this decree is a gift from God Who disposeth
of His dominion as He pleaseth.

However, it behooveth the men of the East to ponder the con-
sequences and startling results of Western policy, and to reflect
on remedying these sudden maladies, safeguarding the future
and preserving independence. Otherwise the people of honor
and justice shall weep blood over their heedlessness concern-
ing these vital matters. The land of Egypt is a lesson to those
possessed of insight. We can only say all this is from the irre-
vocable decrees of destiny. Let men of high endeavor reflect on
a power that can resist the Western assault on the East and
repel the aggressive forces against the realm of Asia. This is
what beseemeth great men.

4 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Nadim (Pilgrim)
Date: 1903 ca.

..man is like unto a tree, and trees yield diverse fruits. A
goodly tree must needs bring forth delectable fruits, that its
true nature and essence may emerge from behind the veil of
potentiality and become clear and manifest. For this is the age
of resurrection and gathering, when the reality of all things be-
comes evident and apparent. Every blessed tree must needs
bear sweet and sugary fruit, and this fruit is love and kind-
ness, heavenly attachment, divine bounty, attraction to the
luminous Beauty, godly conduct and behavior, conscientious
character, fellowship with all humanity, truthfulness and trust-
worthiness, pure intention, and service to every ruler and sub-
ject, every leader and follower.

2 Therefore, with divine strength, heavenly resolve, merciful in-
tention, and spiritual qualities, associate with all people in ev-
ery land with love, kindness and righteous conduct. For in this
glorious Dispensation, the divine bounty is all-encompassing
and triumph complete. All conduct and behavior must be
universal, not particular - there are no exceptions. Man is
commanded to show justice, fairness, trustworthiness, nobil-
ity, love, truthfulness, fellowship, consideration, protection and
kindness towards all the peoples of the world.

I hope that thou wilt be assisted and confirmed. Then wilt
thou truly become an intimate companion of the Ancient
Beauty and close associate of the Beloved One, and in the
Kingdom of the All-Merciful thou shalt be the companion of
the heart-attracting Friend.
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To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi
Date: 1903 ca.

O my God, my God! Praise be to Thee for having arranged,
through Thy wondrous favor, an assembly of joy and gladness
at the axis of contingent being, and for having prepared delight
and expansion in the midst of Paradise, and for having passed
round the cup of triumph and success in the arena of sacrifice,
and for having lit the lamp of the greatest gift in the field of
the most great martyrdom.

Thanks be to Thee, O my God, that one of Thy chosen ser-
vants, the most luminous light, named ‘Ali-Akbar, took in his
right hand the cup brimming with the wine of sacrifice in the
field of love and faithfulness and drank it with such joy that
the Concourse on High were transported, and became so intox-
icated therefrom that his heart soared to the highest summit,
and he shed his blood, turning toward Thy Most Glorious King-
dom, crying out among the people when the enemies attacked
him with drawn swords and raised clubs and pointed spears:
“O Glory of the Most Glorious! My God, grant me the cup
filled with the wine of sacrifice in Thy path, O my Most Glori-
ous Beloved, and make me dismembered and bloodied by the
blade of hatred at the hands of the wicked ones! My God, my
God, accept from me this gift which Thou hast bestowed upon
me through Thy grace and mercy in the world of creation.”

Then his spirit ascended to the garden of eternity, the place of
meeting, in the midst of Thy most exalted Paradise.

O my God, my God! Honor his dwelling place and grant his
desire and increase the bounty and bestow upon him nearness
and the presence in the gathering where Thy Most Glorious
Beauty is manifest. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the Compassionate, the All-Merciful, and verily Thou art the
Kind, the Loving, the Powerful, the Bestower.
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To: Sultan Muhammad (Bandarabbas) et al., in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1903 ca.

O friends of Abdul-Baha! At this moment when heart and soul
are in utmost excitement and the glad tidings of the Abha King-
dom are arriving successively from all directions, the kindled
fire of the love of God has ignited such a flame in the heart of
the horizons that it has set all contingent being into motion,
and the breaths of the Holy Spirit have even set limbs and
members into motion. At such a time and in such a state, I re-
membered you and engaged in your mention. Praise be to God,
you have a divine gathering and have arranged a spiritual as-
sembly, and day and night you are engaged in sacrificing your
lives. Soon Port Abbas will become a niche of illumination and
the ways of the Supreme Concourse will be promoted.

O friends! Today the hosts of the Supreme Concourse in the
Abha Kingdom have lined up in ranks and stand ready and
present until such time as a soul makes an advance in the field
- immediately those reinforced hosts will rush to provide assis-
tance. This field is very vast for it is the field of recognition
and the sacred space of the Merciful Lord, and these hosts are
very mighty and capable for these armies are divine inspira-
tions and heavenly bounties and loving outpourings and lordly
dawnings. These hosts give life and quicken and uproot war
and strife from the foundation; they bestow peace and recon-
ciliation and grant love and truthfulness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03172

To: Murtida Humayuni, in Hamadan
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art seeking the good-pleasure of the Lord of Glory!
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2 I have no time to spare. I am completely absorbed in thinking
of, in meditating upon and in lamenting for those distinguished
martyrs — may My life be offered up as a sacrifice for them.

On the one hand this grievous calamity hath, like unto a dag-
ger, inflicted upon me so profound an injury that no salve can
soothe, nor can any balm assuage; while on the other the scene
of sacrifice is seen bedecked with such splendid pageantry, such
marvellous festivity that the holy ecstasy of its wine seizeth
forevermore the minds of those that are godly and spiritual.
Moreover, the Concourse on high and the dwellers in the Abha
Kingdom are now expounding the mystery of sacrifice, the
main purport of all heavenly Scriptures. Therefore this hath
to some degree relieved my grief. In short, the day is approach-
ing when the meads of the Cause of God, having been watered
with blood, will have put forth roses and lilies in such profu-
sion that East and West will become fragrant and North and
South perfumed.

Peace be upon you!

Whatever you have in mind and whatever that dear one’s in-
tention is to engage in service after completing studies is ac-
ceptable and beloved, and hastening is praiseworthy. The hope
from the Glorious Lord is that soon your goal will be achieved
and you will engage in service. This is better for you than the
sovereignty of the world. In the world of existence, whatever
you see will ultimately become nonexistent and lost except ser-
vices to the Loving Lord. Even if a hundred thousand years
pass, day by day it becomes fresher and more perfect. Con-
sider those who came before - the truth will become clear and
evident.

6 And upon you be glory.
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To: Baha’is of Ridvan, in Ridvan, Iran
Date: 1903 ca.

...Praise be to God, the government seeks the utmost justice,
but the mischief-making leaders imagine that persecuting the
friends of God will bring them honor. Therefore, they disturb
the hearts of the common people so that they might create
turmoil. You must arise to that which you are commanded,
which is to maintain calm and composure, and to endure suf-
fering from the oppressors. Place your trust in God and seek
refuge in the hem of piety. Move with utmost dignity, that
you might become well-wishers to the ill-wishers, respond to
faithlessness with faithfulness, and counter enmity with love.

Should you receive a wound, be a balm; should you hear taunts
and curses, respond with prayers and praise; should they offer
you a bitter cup, bestow pure honey; should they inflict injury,
show forth love; should they commit injustice, dispense jus-
tice; and should they strike with a sword, give them milk and
honey. The purpose is that you might become a sign of the
Most Great Mercy, and in your conduct and behavior become
a standard of the divine teachings, that you might become the
manifestation of “verily Our hosts shall be triumphant.” For
triumph comes through divine attributes, not through brutal-
ity, bloodthirstiness, aggression, and savagery.

Soon you shall observe how the holy fragrances encompass the
East and the West, and how the banner of Ya Baha'u’l-Abha
waves throughout all regions. The faces of the righteous shall
shine with the effulgence of light, and the spirituality of the
chosen ones shall triumph over the materiality of the wicked.
Then shall the believers rejoice.
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To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art aware of mysteries and the joy of the righ-
teous! In truth thou hast arisen to serve the Cause of God,
thou hast laid a firm foundation in the world of existence, thou
hast raised a banner at the pole of contingent being, thou hast
stirred up enthusiasm and rapture in hearts. Today the teach-
ing of the Faith is the mightiest foundation, and the acquisition
of proofs and arguments is obligatory, and knowledge of con-
clusive evidences for the appearance of the manifest Light is
necessary. The gathering thou hast arranged brought much
joy and gladness to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Surely thou
wilt carry forward with effort, persistence and steadfastness so
that, God willing, through the divine breaths souls may be ed-
ucated who will each become a shining lamp in the gathering
of divine knowledge. This matter is very important and incum-
bent upon all. Send the report of that teaching gathering every
three months so that it may be disseminated and become the
cause of encouragement to others.

O my Baha! O my Ordainer and my Fashioner and my Helper
on the path of guidance! I rub my face in the dust of Thy
luminous threshold, in humility, supplication, imploring, com-
muning and seeking aid, that Thou mayest assist this servant
through the inspirations of the unseen realm of Thy mercy and
enable him to teach the youth Thy clear and manifest proof
and Thy conclusive arguments to all the worlds. And aid him
to nurture pure souls who will be bearers of Thy Book and am-
bassadors of Thy utterance and servants of Thy beauty, heralds
of Thy Manifestation, drawing light from Thy radiance, diffus-
ing Thy fragrances, speaking Thy praise among Thy creation.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Kind, the Be-
stower, and verily Thou art the Helper of those possessed of
understanding.

COC#0387x
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib
Date: 1903 ca.

O Hands of the Cause of God! In truth, regarding what has
transpired, no one was at fault and all acted with utmost sin-
cerity, having no purpose except to sacrifice their lives in God’s
path. A Cause of such magnitude must needs have such storms.
The Aziz of Egypt imprisoned many at the instance of the
Beauty. So when that Beloved of the horizons appeared with
radiant face and perfumed locks in the marketplace, naturally
He created more commotion and tumult in the human world
than Joseph of Canaan. If there be any fault - God forbid - it
lies with the Beloved, not the lover; with the Loved One, not
the one who loves.

A hundred thousand living hearts are needed on this path
To sacrifice a hundred lives with every breath

Therefore, we must keep the cup of sacrifice brimming in re-
membrance of those who thirst for it, and soar to the heights
in memory of those intoxicated with the wine of selflessness.
We must ask God day and night that we may receive a portion
of that overflowing cup and perfume the contingent world with
holy fragrance. Soon the verses of sacrifice will be chanted from
this scroll of the horizons in such ways that East and West will
be stirred, for such self-sacrifice in utter oppression has never
before occurred in the human world. Consider then what ef-
fects it will have. For each person who requested a letter, one
was written and sent. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who string the pearls of divine praise! The clear mes-
senger and herald of the Kingdom of the Glorious Lord hath
delivered a letter from the Most Glorious Kingdom. The mean-
ing of that clear Book is this: O ye divine friends! Although the
fire of tests hath reached to heaven’s reins and the whirlwind
of trials hath uprooted weak trees from their very foundations,
praise be to God that souls have been nurtured in the shade of
the education of the Blessed Beauty who, like the trees of the
Garden of Paradise, have grown and developed in this divine
garden and have spread such roots in the soil of existence that
a hundred thousand tempests and storms, nay even violent
ages of trials, shall never cause them to waver. They remain
firm, steadfast and grave with the utmost constancy. These
trees are from the branches of the Abha Garden and from the
meadows of the Supreme Concourse.

Therefore, O ye friends, be not disturbed or tested by hard-
ships, calamities and trials. Ere long such a confirmation shall
appear that eyes shall be dazzled, minds astonished, and all
tongues shall cry out “verily Our hosts shall be victorious!”
In any case, if until now no reply to the letter was sent, it
was because the letter had not arrived, otherwise even if brief
an answer would have been written. I beseech God that such
confirmations may reach thee that thou mayest organize the
herald of the Abha Kingdom and make the messenger of the
Supreme Concourse an enduring trustee. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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To: Kharu’n-Nisa’ mother of Abdu’l-Karim et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye who are related to those who have ascended to the
Supreme Horizon!

The consummate divine wisdom required that an event occur
in Ishgabad that would awaken both friend and stranger, so
that souls might find some release from the adornments and
attachments of this ephemeral dust-heap and turn with all their
power toward the eternal world, seeking the bounties and fa-
vors of the realm of the All-Merciful. This is why that honored
martyr was raised up with such detachment and attraction,
and raised such a flame and manifested such a radiance that it
became a lesson to those of insight.

Therefore you should not be affected or regretful in the least.
Rather, on the contrary, you should find fresh spirit and delight
in every breath from the perfumed breezes of detachment of
that spiritual temple, and recall his sacrifice - what cup he
drank that made him so intoxicated and unconscious of self
that he could not bear it and hastened to the place of sacrifice.

Yet had this state of awakening remained, its results would
surely have been greater and its fruits sweeter, for it would
have awakened the sleeping and roused the dejected.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Wendell Phillips Dodge, in New York
Date: 1903 ca.

O fresh branch growing in the garden of Abha! Soon your
father will see you as a verdant tree, refreshed by the outpour-
ing of the clouds of God’s Kingdom. Do not spare any effort
in serving your father, for he was the cause of your guidance
to the path of salvation and your receiving abundance from

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s T 3ol Cbl il L
et 8L 8 2 STl ST, b
B e JB A oKl ol
Sl g b A Kxlab L 08 &Y K

26

2


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tarikh-i-Ishqabad.pdf&page=589

V]

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

AB03347

the spirit of life. Verily your Lord has built for you a mighty
Babylon and a great Jerusalem wherein you shall dwell forever.

As for Mr. Breakwell who has ascended to the Kingdom of
God, in his ascension there is wisdom which none knows except
him whom God has taught the mystery of mysteries. We have
written an elegy for him which, if recited upon rock would
melt it, upon rivers would freeze them, upon dust would ignite
it, upon heaven would make it weep, and upon earth would
make it lament. But this weeping, lamentation and crying is
celestial - none can hear it except a heavenly ear. The people
are heedless of this - deaf, dumb, blind - they neither see nor
hear nor speak, as Christ said in the Gospel: “seeing they do
not see, and hearing they do not hear.” We shall send a copy
of that elegy to the maidservant of God Barney that you may
become aware of it.

As for what you asked about work that would suit you - what-
ever your father and mother approve for you is beloved in the
sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I ask God to make you proficient and
learned in the language of the people of the East so that you
may read by yourself from the writings of your Lord, the Mer-
ciful, the Compassionate.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03347

To: Siyyid Abidin father of Siyyid Ibrahim, in Sangsar
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of Baha! What you wrote was observed and its
contents understood. Although the letter was brief in words,
it had an extensive meaning, for it indicated the Most Great
Guidance and the enkindlement of the fire of the love of God
and steadfastness in the Cause of God. This meaning is the
essence of meanings and this utterance is the reality of wisdom
and explanation.

Blessed are those souls whose words contain surging oceans
of meanings and whose utterances encompass divine wisdom.
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Such souls will surely advance day by day in spiritual stations
until they ascend to the divine heights.

The loved ones of God must each become a sign of the All-
Merciful and a cause of joy and gladness to the world of hu-
manity. They must show the utmost kindness to one another,
and likewise show perfect mercy and generosity to others, asso-
ciate with all in utmost love, and occupy themselves with the
mention of God. This is from God’s grace which He bestoweth
upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the possessor of great
bounty.

Convey the longing greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the friends
of God and say: This is the time of enthusiasm and excitement
and the moment to hear the melody of the angel. Cast aside
patience and tranquility and associate with both friend and
stranger with an eloquent tongue and a heart aflame.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03533

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: 1908 ca.

O exalted branch of the Blessed Tree! Some time ago you
wrote concerning the restoration of the heavenly Shrine and
the Kaaba of the All-Merciful ones. A response was dispatched,
but no word of its receipt has yet reached us.

The restoration of the blessed House is a most pressing duty
which cannot suffer a moment’s delay. The House must, how-
ever, preserve its original design. Nor should the slightest
change or modification be permitted. Therefore, your honor
must, with utmost speed, prepare an estimate of the repairs
needed for the honored House and quickly send it to the Holy
Land, so that by whatever means possible, that sum may be
dispatched from here, enabling you to promptly proceed with
the restoration of the Blessed House, the Shrine of spiritual
beings. Not a minute’s delay is permissible. This is of utmost
importance, and its spiritual and physical effects are profound.
Surely, upon receipt of this letter, without a moment’s hesita-
tion, you will promptly send the estimate. The state of the
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House, as regards the disposition of its rooms, its walls, its di-
mensions and architecture, should not be altered in the least.

Upon you be greetings and praise.

Consider how important is the restoration of the sacred and
blessed House, such that this servant pledged that if the people
of Fars would restore it, the prevailing afflictions would be
entirely removed, and wrote that they should make this matter
the criterion of truth and falsehood.
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To: Ruknul-Vizarih, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou ancient servant of the Abha Beauty!

Praise be to God that in Azerbaijan thou hast set aflame the
hearts of the heedless ones, and in that renowned land thou
hast become a pillar of the pillars of the frequented House.
Thou hast been the cause of exalting the Word of God and
hast diffused the divine fragrances. Give thanks to the peerless
Lord that thou hast attained to such an exalted station.

I beseech God that thou mayest become the means whereby
every person of understanding may be assisted and confirmed
in attaining to the supreme guidance. Mayest thou become the
cause of enkindling the hearts of the loved ones and the means
of attracting the spirits of the friends of Baha, so that in the
pole of Azerbaijan the fire of the love of God may blaze forth
in such wise that it may become the temple of the love of God.

Though we are all in utmost imperfection, yet we place our
trust and reliance upon the divine perfection and seek assis-
tance from His infinite bounty. We look not to ourselves but
rather turn our gaze to the favors and bestowals of the Ancient
Beauty, for His aid and grace can transform a weak bird into
an eagle of the Supreme Concourse and an insignificant atom
into a star of the ethereal sphere. Whatever we are, we are un-
der His protection, and whatever we may be, we are servants
at His threshold. Look not at the servant, but rather look at
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his Lord; look not at the drop, but rather at the ocean which
sustaineth it. This indeed is the great bounty which God hath
promised to His sincere servants.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

What thou didst write was noted. Praise be to God that it
indicated firmness in the love of the All-Merciful. Steadfastness
in this mighty Dispensation has most clear and evident effects,
and any soul among the friends who manifests steadfastness is
truly among the greatest gifts of the Lord to humankind. That
divine friend, praise be to God, is adorned with this blessed
attribute and is firm and steadfast on this divine path.

Although tests and trials are decreasing in one respect, since
day by day the banner of God’s Cause waves more strongly and
rises higher, yet in another respect hidden tests are clearly evi-
dent. Counsel the divine friends to ever resist the onslaught of
the doubts of the oppressors like a mountain of iron, especially
the doubts of the negligent ones. Such souls are like cold iron
that is never affected by anything - even under hammer and
anvil they show no effect, seek no realization, no thought, no
depth of understanding, and desire nothing but worldly liveli-
hood.

Praise be to God that dear friend and all relations are preserved
under the protection of the All-Merciful from this foul odor,
and are in the utmost assurance. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqgi Afnan, in Yazd

Date: 1903 ca.

O noble branch of the Divine Tree! The letter you wrote to
the Hand of the Cause of God was noted. I wrote a reply to
the letter from my devoted friend, and replies were written to
all letters that arrived at the Holy Land from the men of that
household.

Praise be to God, the Cause of God is ascending in all regions
and day by day the Blessed Tree is growing and developing.
Such tumult, clamor and jubilation has arisen in all horizons
that the Concourse on High are in joy and delight - except for
the faithless ones who are in utter lifelessness and corruption
and sedition and grief and sorrow. The violation has become
like a skin disease - filth drips from their faces. “The guilty
shall be known by their marks.” Glory be to God! Each one
like an ill-omened owl has crept into some ruin and occasionally
raises discordant sounds with sighs and groans.

You must exercise the utmost protection regarding others, es-
pecially the leaves of the blessed tree, lest anyone cast doubts
and misgivings upon them verbally or in writing. A letter is
enclosed - please deliver it. The cloaks that were sent arrived.
Since the sender is very dear, we had one specially sewn as
a winter robe. Convey the Most Glorious greetings to all the
friends. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Mahmud son of Aqa Mirza Baba Dahaji
Date: 1903 ca.
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To: Josephine C De Lagnel
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou whose spirit is stirred by the breaths of God!

I have chanted verses of praise to God that He has guided you
to the light of guidance, caused you to hear the call from on
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high, shown you His greatest signs, and made you a herald
of His name among the people. Blessed are you for having
received the teachings from his honor the teacher Abu’l-Fadl
and for having met the Khan with all joy and spiritual delight.

God will assist you with the spirit of life while you are in the
ark of salvation, and will recite unto you verses of steadfastness
so that you may remain firm during severe tests and mighty
trials.

God has forgiven your blessed son who has ascended to the
Supreme Companion. He addresses you in the most wondrous
words saying: “O my loving mother! Would that my people
knew how my Lord has forgiven me and made me one of those
who have attained!”

Know thou that the winds of tests will intensify in those re-
gions and will uproot trees from their foundations, but the
steadfast ones - their Lord will assist them with the greatest
power. They will resist tests as firmly as mountains resist
storms and tempests and winds. Know that every steadfast
one prospers through thy Lord’s grace, and the Lord of the
Kingdom will assist them with hosts from His holy dominion
and angels from His Kingdom on all sides.

I beseech God that you may be among them and withstand
every storm and earthquake and hardship and trial. Upon you
be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Ayyub Tabib
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! His Holiness Job fell into the most great di-
vine tests, but he engaged in patience and forbearance. He en-
dured all calamities and pains, and did not desire a moment’s
laxity in the requirements of servitude. Through the auspi-
ciousness of this quality and the blessedness of this virtue, he
was blessed with divine healing. Through faithfulness he en-
dured every cruelty. He saw the taunts of enemies as the means
of attaining the most exalted station, and found the harm from
the ignorant to be the means of the greatest gift, until, like a
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rose in the garden of providence, his countenance became ra-
diant and he guided a group to the path of guidance.

You too must forget every trial and pain so that you may hear
the call of the invisible herald with the ear of consciousness and
find the doors of the greatest gift opened. You shall plunge
into Job’s spring and purify your being from all the contingent
world, and with a pure soul become immediate healing for every
illness and give sufficient and complete remedy. This spiritual
medicine is established and enduring, its influence everlasting
and its gift heavenly.

And if you hasten to London to perfect physical medicine, let
your purpose be to spread spiritual medicine in that north-
ern clime, that perhaps you may guide a soul to the greatest
guidance and grant healing from spiritual diseases.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

o) gl o le ',...E"/); f
Seep Culds (gds Fan iy ]y

Gl bl gl s 1peNT 5 o2 8 3 5
5 QU el G KK e
Fasdar 5o Gl s ) S5 Cavsye Ol
fo w3l oy 5 o b )
ASL e by Gl alb b 0K
Gl G sl s st Jal st Ll
Pt s 3Ly aa Gy b Ol 8
Sl Binge 5 Slosls

0 4 Gloer b LSS gt £l 515
<8 O 5o GBlogy b 2 Odade gl
A Sl 1y oeb e & azl Jle
;53‘;. el (3.\’)) ub\/\j\; L;UZ SIS
T il e

MMK3#215 p.155

AB03677

To: Haji Muhammad Taqi Lari, in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1903 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your esteemed letter arrived
and its meanings brought joy and happiness, as it indicated
walking on the path of guidance and turning toward the Abha
Kingdom. This is the firm foundation of the human world, and
when a soul attains to it and arises to that which is worthy
and befitting of this most exalted and most glorious station,
surely the confirmations of the All-Merciful and the successive
divine assistance will encompass their condition. The dawn of
hope will break and the light of truth will spread through the
horizons of heart and soul. Therefore, we beseech the True
Beloved that this sweet basil of the gardens of the love of God
may ever gain freshness and delicacy through the showering of
endless bounty, so that day by day the fire of love may increase
in intensity, and moment by moment a new spirit of love may
be produced in the heart, and that among the people it may
become the cause of the glory of God’s Cause, and may guide
heedless souls to the eternal spring. And when you succeed
in this blessed endeavor, abundant joy will be attained, and
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the lamp of light will be kindled in the grateful heart, and
its brilliant rays will shine upon all limbs and members, and
all conduct and behavior will become the cause of the shining
forth of lights.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Abdu’llah Muhammadzadih Ganjavi, in Ganjih
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of Baha! Your sweet, beneficial and concise letter
brought much comfort and joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Letters should
be like this - concise and beneficial - for this servant has abso-
lutely no time to read lengthy writings. The more concise, the
better, more appealing, sweeter and more acceptable it is.

2 Consider that when Solomon wished to write a great procla-
mation to the people of Sheba, with what concise phrases he
wrote it. The heading was “It is from Solomon, and it is ‘In
the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate”’ and the text of the decree was “Be not arrogant toward
me, but come to me in submission.” How concise and benefi-
cial, how eloquent and articulate it is! He forbids pride and
arrogance, which is the foundation of all vices, and commands
submission and obedience, which is the foundation of virtues.
Thus it became clear that brevity is better than prolixity and
verbosity.

But you might say, “Then why have you yourself written such
a detailed letter?” In response I say, “Necessity permits what
is normally forbidden” - I must fully explain this matter.

I hope through the grace and bounty of the Divine Unity that
you will be the recipient of favor in all degrees and become the
manifestation of heavenly bounties. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Muhammad Ali (Vashluq) et al.,
Date: 1903 ca.

in Gawharan

...Though human reality is utterly weak and powerless, yet di-
vine bestowal is in the utmost might and power. Therefore,
one must not look to weakness and impotence, but rather turn
to eternal glory and divine bestowal. What station or rank
hath an atom? Yet when it falleth within the ray of the sun it
becometh visible and manifest and performeth its dance. For
the existence of the atom is not perceptible, but the bounty
of the sun maketh it apparent. Therefore, O spiritual friends,
rely not upon capacity and capability, but rather trust in the
grace and bounty of the Lord God. That celestial power encom-
passes earthly realities and penetrates the essence of all things.
Observe how the heat and light of the sun penetrate all the
pores of the dark earth and bring about resurrection and re-
vival, causing what flowers and fragrant herbs to appear from
water and clay. This is from the power of the sun’s bounty,
not from the capacity and capability of the dark earth. Yet
the appearance of these effects is conditional upon attention,
remembrance, reflection, and the luminosity of human virtues
and perfections. When we attain to this station, we shall find
all doors opened and all bounties made ready. This is the
truth, and after truth there is naught save manifest error....
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To: Abdu’llah son of Muhammad Bagir Nabil et al.,
Date: 1908 ca.

m Qazvin

O two brilliant stars in the horizon of the love of God! The
news of the spiritual feast and heavenly banquet became the
cause of joy and gladness to the souls of the All-Merciful. Al-
though outwardly there was no merriment or delight, and no
musician played melodies and songs, and no harp or lute made
music - there was no brimming cup, no joy-inducing wine, no
ornament or adornment, no horn or flute - yet the holy and
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musk-laden breezes were wafting and the gathering of fellow-
ship was radiant with light. The sound of its harp was the
melody of the Supreme Concourse, and the tone of its lute was
the song of the denizens of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Its
melody was praise and glorification, and its feast and joy were
the oneness and glorification of the Glorious Lord. The houris
of the Garden of Paradise were moved to ecstasy and delight,
and the leaves of the Blessed Tree were drawn to rapture and
wonderment.

Seldom has there been such joy with such intensity, for the
light of its gladness was brilliant and the rays of its delight were
radiant. Blessed and auspicious, fortunate and praiseworthy!
I beseech God to send down upon you both a blessing from
heaven and to raise up through you servants who will spread
holy fragrances and keep alive your remembrance and make for
you an exalted tongue of truth and who will abundantly praise
and sanctify their Lord. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1903 ca.

O my Samandar and my partner in servitude to Baha! I have
chanted the verses of your love for God and praised my Lord
for how my sense of smell was perfumed by that sweet-scented
fragrance, and how my spiritual feelings were stirred by those
meanings that emanate from divine inspirations. I beseech
God to increase your attraction to the radiant lights shining
from His Most Glorious Beauty.

O my dear partner, my noble companion, and my distinguished
intimate at the Divine Threshold! When the face of affairs
becomes dusty, do not grieve - the cup of joy will overflow
upon you with abundant bounty in this praised Day.

O my beloved, there is no soul but its cup becomes clouded one
day by a destined measure, so that souls may not find rest nor
be attracted to this transient existence and elemental life, but
rather hearts may become attached to the divine Kingdom and
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souls may rejoice in eternal outpourings. And for this there are
profound wisdoms and hidden mysteries.

I beseech God to assist that noble family of exalted station and
glorious traces in this cycle of light, supported by a wondrous
gift of marvelous effects throughout the passing of centuries
and ages.

5 Convey my pure greetings to the namesake of the Divine Pres-
ence, and to the delight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s eyes ‘Inayatu’llah
and ‘Abdu’llah and Tiraz and Ghulam-‘Ali. Upon you and
upon them be greetings and praise.
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AB03803

To: Asadullah son of Ali Akbar et al.,
Date: 1903 ca.

in Rafsanjan

O divine friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Give
thanks unto God that you have entered beneath the shade of
the favors of the Intended Lord, have received illumination
from the rays of the Sun of Truth - the Promised One, have
taken refuge in the extended shade, have benefited from the
praised station, have been gathered beneath the raised stan-
dard, have drunk from the arriving stream, and have been
blessed with the elevated support.

Jenab Aqga Asadu’llah, who stands in service to the Spiritual
Assembly and is confirmed in servitude at the Sacred Thresh-
old - this service is a gift from the Beauty of Oneness and
assistance from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful. All of you,
because of this bestowal, render thanksgiving to the Lord of
Creation, so that on the day of test and trial, like pure gold in
intense and blazing fire, you may blossom like a flower and be
freed from every affliction and trial.

O Lord, Lord! These are a band who supplicate to the King-
dom of Thy mercy, and a group who are humble, submissive
and devoted before the presence of Thy oneness. Lord! Illu-
mine their faces with the lights of Thy favors, expand their
breasts with the verses of Thy unity, and purify their hearts
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with the water that descendeth from the heaven of Thy lord-
ship. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Loving.

39341 xAdl )l

AKHA 121BE #07 p.b, AKHA_ 121BE
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AB03647

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Furughi, in Sabzihvar
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou detached servant of the Abha Beauty! Thou didst write
that thou hast travelled in the region of Khazra in the utmost
poverty and renunciation. This is in truth a great bounty that
thou art engaged in teaching in this manner.

That sweet Being Jesus Christ one night offered up this prayer:
O Lord! I commune with Thee from a place such as this, where
my bed is the dust of the earth and my food the grass of the
fields and my night lamp the stars of heaven. Yet who is there
richer than I? For Thou vouchsafed unto me what the rich and
the wise are deprived of having; Thou hast hast granted me
what Thou did not give unto the princes, the kings and the
nobles.”

As for thee, O thou detached servant of God, though trav-
elling in those parts in hunger and in thirst, unclothed and
poor, thou art nevertheless the embodiment of wealth and the

quintessence of everlasting life because thy intention is to teach
the Cause of God.

The servants of God should serve the Cause despite all diffi-
culties otherwise how can they be distinguished as the true
servants of the All-Glorious One, when can any one serve in
comfort and tranquillity? Give praise to God that thou hast
achieved true servitude.
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To: Haji Bagir et al., in Shahrud

Date: 1903 ca.

O two honored friends! Although the loved ones of Sarchah
endured endless tribulations and afflictions in the path of the
Kind Beloved and that Shining Moon, they blazed so brightly
in the circle of lovers and rent asunder the veils that they be-
came worthy of praise from the Concourse on High. Sarchah
became the zenith of the moon - even if it was laid waste and
the friends became destitute and dispossessed.

This ruination is prosperity and this dispersion is divine pro-
tection. Soon it will be observed what prosperity followed that
desolation, and how that destruction became the cause of con-
struction. What faithfulness that cruelty produced, and what
purity that bitterness yielded. It has always been thus and
ever shall be.

Until the ancient edifice is demolished, the lofty palace cannot
be built. Until the trees are stripped bare, they will not bring
forth fruit and blossoms. Until the old garment is torn, the
new robe cannot be donned.

Though outwardly it was tribulation, in truth it was devotion
and the cup of bounty and the cause of nearness to the Divine
Threshold and entrance into the Concourse on High and at-
tainment to the witnessing of the divine presence and honor in
the gathering of the manifestation of the All-Glorious Beauty.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB03732

To: Tabatabat, Siyyid Mustafa et al., in Simnan Province

Date: 1908 ca.

O bondsmen and bondswomen of the Most Glorious Beauty!
What you had written was observed and its contents were
noted. Give thanks to God that you have entered beneath
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the shade of the Tree of the All-Merciful and have been ad-
mitted into the Garden of Oneness. You have drunk from the
fountain of Tasnim and received an abundant portion from the
living waters. You have clung to the hem of the Most Great
and been guided by the lights of guidance. This is from the
boundless grace of the Lord God that He bestowed such a gift
freely and granted such a bounty without cost.

Therefore, you too, in the face of such a mighty grace, must
become wayfarers and guides in the path of the love of God, so
that your breath may give off the fragrance of musk and am-
bergris, your words may become pearls and gems, your coun-
tenance may become like the luminous moon, and your nature
may become like perfumed flowers. If you become attracted to
the divine fragrances as you ought and should, surely in every
moment you will find a new bounty and in every breath you
will inhale a musk-scented breeze.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03814

To: Samaduf Shirvani, Mashhadi Baba et al.,
Date: 1903 ca.

in Tiflis

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Aqa Husayn-‘Ali attained
the honor of visiting the Holy Threshold and performed a com-
plete pilgrimage on behalf of all of you. It is said that God
addressed Moses, saying “O Moses! Call upon Me and pray
with a tongue that has not sinned.” Moses replied, “O Lord!
Where can I find such a tongue? My tongue is the essence of
error. How then can such a tongue be possible?” The reply
came from the Court of Glory: “O Moses! Act in such a way
that others pray for you, for you have committed no error with
the tongues of others. Therefore this tongue is pure and free
from error.”

Now Jinab-i-Aqa Husayn-‘Ali has likewise prayed and per-
formed pilgrimage on your behalf with your tongue which
is free from error. Now we must consider wisdom. Wisdom
does not permit gathering at this Holy Spot in these days.
But there is a famous saying: “You have won whether it

comes up even or odd.” In any case, your pilgrimage is
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accepted. I beseech God that each new day may bring a fresh
confirmation, that the light of bounty may shine forth, and
that the protection of divine gifts may arrive.

And upon you be greetings and praise, O loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha.
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To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1908 ca.

O consummate scholar! Thy letter was received, but its con-
tents were known in advance. Thou speakest the truth - it is
indeed so.

Yet that enthralling Beloved hath ever been wont to slay the
lover and to set aflame the yearning heart. At one time He
casteth him, Abraham-like, into a blazing fire; at another He
confineth him to chains, as the truth-speaking Joseph. At one
time, He maketh him, like unto Moses, a wanderer in the Mid-
ian desert and a homeless shepherd in mountains and fields.
At another, He delivereth him, as the Chaste One (John the
Baptist), to the oppression of the prideful Herod, and tingeth
the earth with his blessed blood. And yet another time doth
He expose his sacred breast to a thousand bullets of tyranny,
like unto the Primal Point - He Who is the Mystery of Exis-
tence and the Manifestation of the Adored One, may My soul
be a sacrifice unto Him.

Such are the ways and doings of that precious Beloved. But
what recourse have we? The wound He inflicteth is a sooth-
ing balm and the poison He dispenseth but a healing remedy.
“With somewhat of fear and hunger, and loss of wealth, and
lives, and fruits, will we surely prove you: but bear good tid-
ings to the patient.”

Wherefore be not grieved, but in adversity and prosperity
alike be thou a partner and intimate associate of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
That which hath befalleth Him hath now been visited upon
thee. “And erelong shall God turn adversity into ease.” Sor-
row not, for verily God is with us.
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To proclaim the religion of God is at this juncture indeed a
necessity, and to teach His Faith is incumbent upon us all.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Haji Aga Rahmanian Sangsari, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Truth! What you wrote to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Taqi was noted. It had pleasing contents and delightful mean-
ing, for it indicated steadfastness and firmness in the Faith of
God - that the trials and tests that have occurred have not
caused any weakness or defect in your firmness and rootedness.
Today this is the greatest of matters and evidence of special
divine confirmation. “This is of God’s grace, which He be-
stoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Lord of
great bounty.”

Ever has it been the attribute of the God-fearing to endure
boundless hardships. They do not break under the onslaught
of calamities, but rather are intoxicated with the cup of tribu-
lation and filled with the wine of love. This is among the
characteristics of the truthful and requirements of those who
stand at the threshold.

Give the divine loved ones the glad tidings of martyrdom, for
martyrs are the pride of lovers and the chief of the yearning
ones. Each sits upon the throne of eternal sovereignty in the
Abha Kingdom, saying “Would that my people knew!” If peo-
ple knew what station is ordained for those pure souls, they
would not rest for a moment, would not stain themselves with
this transient world, but would stain their musk-scented hair
with their pure blood. But what use, for that glad tiding has
not appeared in hearts.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! The letter you wrote from Yazd was
received and its contents were noted. Previously, condolences
were sent to Yazd regarding the ascension of two Afnans of the
Blessed Tree.

Now, regarding what you wrote about renovating the resting
place of the Afnan at the site where the sacred remains were
deposited in Tehran - that place is well known and is a spiri-
tual circumambulation point, for that shrine was once the shell
containing the luminous, divine, heavenly pearl. Its renovation
would bring joy, delight and happiness to ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

If you deem it advisable, this matter could be discussed in
Tehran at the spiritual gathering of the Hands of the Cause
of God. Whatever you consider appropriate and suitable to
the time, place and circumstances, implement it by majority
vote. For if matters, especially in the gathering of the Hands
of the Cause of God, are not decided upon, that gathering
will become completely weak and foundationless, and many
problems will arise. Inevitably different opinions will emerge
and affairs will fall into disorder. Nevertheless, whatever you
deem advisable causes no harm.

As for the holy leaf who is resting beside the one ascended to
God, the Afnan of the Blessed Tree - they have permission for
intimate presence. Regarding the construction of the sacred
resting place, consult also with the honored Afnans.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Aqa Azizullah
Date: 1903 ca.

O attractor of hearts! Hearts are burning and livers are aflame
from the calamities befallen upon the chosen ones. Yet the
loved ones of God, in the midst of severe torture and pun-
ishment, raised the cry of “Ya Baha'u’l-Abha!” and shouted
“Ya ‘Aliyyu’l-A’la!” and with utmost joy sacrificed their lives.
Truly such oppression has never been seen or heard. A great
multitude of bloodthirsty oppressors, like wild beasts, attacked
the divine gazelles. It is obvious what they did.

Praise be to God, to the extent the oppressors were thirsty for
bloodshed, these precious souls were seeking martyrdom. Each
one, with supreme joy, danced as they drank that pure chalice.
Observe how the power of the love of God had gained such
ascendancy! And this is from the grace of my Lord, the Most
Merciful, the Compassionate.

Therefore, although due to the severity of the oppressors’
tyranny the eye weeps and the heart burns, yet due to the
spirituality, steadfastness and self-sacrifice of the friends, the
heart is in utmost joy and delight. You too should be like this.

No heart yearns toward that Beloved with desire, No one sleeps
with such a rose-cheeked one in their garment.

In any case, I hope through divine favors that these wanderers
too will become intoxicated with that heavenly wine. And for
the earth there is a portion from the cup of the noble ones.

And upon you be glory and praise.
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To: Kiyumarth son of Furud
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant at the threshold of the Lord God! According to the
accounts in some ancient histories, it appears that the first
king who placed a crown upon his head, sat upon the throne,
and adorned the diadem of kingship was Kiyumarth. However,
though it began in success and joy, it ended in regret and
weakness. Though he conquered territories, in the end he had
to surrender them to another. Though he adorned the throne,
it ultimately led to a mere mat. Whenever he decorated his
head with a crown, in the end the crown fell from his head and
became another’s portion.

O friends! You must seek a sovereignty whose essential require-
ments are eternality and everlastingness, whose crown like a
radiant jewel sheds light through ages and centuries, whose
throne is forever joined and united with triumphant fortune.
This crown and sovereignty belongs specially to the prisoner
enchained by that musk-diffusing tress. Therefore strive with
heart and soul that your canopy and standard may be raised
high in the celestial realm and be a divine bestowal.

Praise God that you have reached this illumined kingdom,
heard the soul-stirring melody, and witnessed the mighty
Greater Signs. Now return to that land and make souls
fragrant with the sweet-scented breeze of the love of God.
May your soul be happy.
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AB03966

To: Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Burma
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letters arrived and
the good news of the completion of the casket brought intense
joy. Praise be to God that you were assisted to render this
mighty service and were confirmed in this great bounty. It is
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through the great favor and ancient bounty of the Glorious
Lord that you and the descendant of Siyyid Isma’il were hon-
ored with this service. This is a service that will shine like
the morning star forever and ever. Through the grace of the
Ancient Beauty, you have placed such a crown upon your head
and donned such a robe. Offer a hundred thousand thanks-
givings at every moment that you have become the recipient
of such favors and the manifestation of such bounties. Thou-
sands of centuries will pass and the traces of earthly kings will
be erased and obliterated, but this trace will remain firm and
enduring. Therefore, arrange a complete gathering of the loved
ones of God, bring everyone together, chant the verses of unity
and recite prayers. Together offer praise and thanksgiving to
the Beauty of Oneness in gratitude for this bounty. Arrange
a complete feast so that the friends of God may share and
partake in this joy and gladness with you. And upon you be
greetings and praise.

2 The box of rings arrived completely according to the numbers.
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AB04200

To: Sultan Muhammad Khan, in Bushihr
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I have chanted the
verses of thy thanksgiving to God for having guided thee and
caused thee to gaze upon the manifest horizon, and ordained
for thee, through His great bounty, the lofty station at His
holy Threshold, such that thou didst refrain from attacking
with fiery mouths and assaulting the weak with rounds of fire
in pursuit of worldly gain.

I beseech God to illumine thy heart with the light of the lamp
of grace and guide thee along the path of justice and fairness.
This is the mark of the pure ones and the attribute of those
drawn nigh at the Supreme Threshold.

Grieve not when affairs become difficult for thee and ease is
transformed into hardship, for soon the gate of victories shall
be opened wide before thee and thy breast shall be gladdened
with joy and abundance of provision among the people. Verily
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thy Lord provideth for whomsoever He willeth. Verily my Lord
is upon a straight path.

O my beloved! Follow thou the course before which kings have
bowed down, remove doubts, and illumine the horizon of hearts
with brilliant lights from the Kingdom of the King of Kings,
that the seekers may take thee as a model of guidance and
thou mayest be for them a goodly example in the fear of God
and righteousness. Verily my Lord shall assist thee upon this
straight path.

Convey my greetings, praise, yearning and longing to my loved
ones in that far-off land. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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To: Muhammad Bagqir Naraqi, in Hamadan
Date: 1903 ca.

O true friend, you made a good arrangement in making His
Honor Afnan of the Sacred Tree the intermediary so that I
would definitely write this letter. O companion, this is true
planning and anything less is deception. In the Qur’an it states
“By those who manage affairs” - meaning one must establish
firmness in work, that is, if a person seeks an intermediary they
must cling to the hem of the greatest intermediary.

Now His Honor Afnan of the Sacred Tree is the greatest inter-
mediary and I am compelled to write this missive. However,
both he and I have lost while you have won, because if it were
not for the Afnan’s intercession on your behalf, he would have
interceded for himself, and I also had little to no time. Now
calculate this and do not forget.

I hope that in this field of sacrifice we may all carry off the ball
and in servitude to the Sacred Threshold surpass and excel one
another. His Honor Afnan is the preeminent servant, you are
the sincere servant, and this servant is the subsequent servant -
at that time there is victory for all and anything else is a total
loss.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO03935

To: Hasan Muallim, in Isfahan
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! In this wondrous Dispensation, learning
and teaching are two of the greatest commandments of the
Munificent Lord and both are explicit instructions in God’s
perspicuous Book. It is incumbent upon every soul to acquire
learning and to learn the rudiments of essential knowledge at
least to the degree of being able to read and write. But teaching
is also one of the greatest acts of worship of the Manifest Light
and befits one who seeks to serve at the threshold of the All-
Merciful and Compassionate.

The rise and fall of nations is the direct result of knowledge
or ignorance, for progress in the world of humanity depends
on knowledge and the decline of the human race is caused by
ignorance. Humanity will acquire divine characteristics as long
as it increases in knowledge; it will be granted lordly attributes
as long as it continues to learn. “Can those who know be like
those who do not know?”

Therefore strive that the newcomers and young ones of this
wondrous Day may become aware of significant truths, may
learn new disciplines, may at all times become more aware,
more cognizant, more knowledgeable, may benefit from the
beneficial sciences and useful arts. However, the obsolete and
futile disciplines of “usulism” are not useful. They cause con-
fusion and madness. One should not waste time on them.
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

Date: 1903 ca.

O handmaids of the All-Merciful! Ol sbel (6l 1

In this time when the fire of trials has been kindled in the
lands of Iran, and the flames of tyranny and aggression have
consumed the bodies of the friends, and the wives of the mar-
tyrs and young children have suddenly been afflicted with such
calamity - consider how the throats of the friends were slit by
the dagger of tyranny and aggression, and the breasts of the
spiritual ones became the target of a thousand arrows of cru-
elty. The blood of the precious ones was spilled, and the bodies
of the spiritual ones were torn to pieces, and into what condi-
tion and what grief and what calamity did the wives of the
martyrs fall!

Despite this they did not falter and they did not fail. With
utmost steadfastness and firmness they bore every cruelty and
endured every tyranny and aggression. Consider what miracle
the power of certitude and the might of faith reveals!

Those souls who were raised in silk and brocade fell into the
hands of cruel dogs - immediately they made the earth their
pillow and stained the ground with their precious blood, to
such extent that they yearned for sword and spear and con-
sidered arrows and darts as divine gifts. This is the proof of
steadfastness, this is the evidence of firmness, and these are
the signs of constancy in the Covenant of the Beauty of the
Desired One.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04013

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad (Jushagan) et al., in Jushigan
Date: 1903 ca.

O faithful friends of the Abha Beauty! The people of the Abha
Kingdom praise and describe with loud voice your attraction,
enthusiasm, longing and rapture, saying that truly these souls
have been quickened by the breaths of the Holy Spirit and
have found life through the spirit of the Most Great Name.
They are praiseworthy servants of the King of existence and
show utmost humility and submissiveness before the Beauty of
the Adored One. They are birds in the garden of truth and
melodious nightingales in the rose garden of oneness.

2 O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Do not grow weary or seek
weariness. Moment by moment become more attracted so that
you may become more accepted at the threshold of oneness.
Raise the cry of “O my Lord, the Most High!” and lift up the
melody of “Glory be to my Lord, the Most Glorious!” FEach
of you take up the strings of the love of God and sing sweet
melodies that all birds may come into ecstasy and joy and all
wild creatures become intimate and familiar.

The effort you have expended in diffusing the divine fragrances
and exalting the Word of God has become known, accepted and
beloved. Soon through the grace and favor of the Abha Beauty
you will become the recipients of endless bounties. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB04086

To: Mirza Fathali, in Khuy
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the beauty of the Abha Beauty!
In this mortal world, the conquest of realms and dominions is
achieved through bloodthirsty swords and incendiary firearms,
and therefore is neither blessed nor auspicious. Rather, world
conquest and the subjugation of countries is through the divine
Word, which bestows eternal life and delivers souls from ever-
lasting death. It takes not life but gives spirit; it prevents not
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living but grants immortality; it blinds not eyes but makes the
blind to see; it severs not heads but bestows crowns; it rends
not breasts but grants pure souls; it plunges not daggers into
hearts but makes them aware. This is divine conquest and the
subjugation of realms in the sight of the servants of God. I
hope thou wilt be confirmed and assisted in this.

O Lord! Expand the breast of this loving servant through
the conquest of hearts and the hosts of Thy mysteries, and
ordain for him victory and triumph over human hearts, that he
may guide every blind one to Thy radiant beauty, make every
deaf one hear Thy wondrous call, and bring to life all that is
withered and decayed through the spirit of Thy knowledge, O
Thou Glorious and Bountiful One!

O Lord! Make him a sign of Thy mercy, a token of Thy
bounty, and an emblem of Thy favors among Thy creation,
that through him the evidences of Thy power may be spread
among Thy servants. Verily Thou art the Bountiful, the
Mighty, the All-Giving.
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AB03949

To: Kuchak Alizadih Qadimi, in Mashhad
Date: 1908 ca.

...In these days the winds of tests are blowing with utmost
intensity. Some souls, like a manifest light, are rising and shin-
ing from the horizon of certitude with perfect steadfastness and
firmness, while weak souls are wavering and troubled. Through
the aid and favor of the Ancient Being, it is hoped that this test
will become the cause of illumination for all the friends, and
these trials and tribulations will become the means of exalting
the Word of God.

It is clear and evident that until winter comes, until storms
arise and clouds encompass, until thunder peals and lightning
flashes, until snow and rain fall and severe winds blow, un-
til the cold intensifies - the season of spring will not clothe
the trees in verdant glory, the flowers and blossoms will not
bloom, mountains and plains will not rival emerald green, the
rose garden will not be adorned, the birds will not sing, and
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delicious fruits will not appear. This springtime smile comes
from winter’s weeping, and this freshness and grace of plain
and mountain comes from winter’s snow and rain and storm.

The meaning is that until trials, hardships and difficulties ap-
pear, the holy fragrances of the Lord of Verses will not perfume
the nostrils of the spiritual ones....
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AB04092

To: Aga Nasir, in Nushabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art led by the light of guidance in the path of the
all-glorious Beloved!

The persecution thou hast experienced beareth witness to
thy faithfulness, and the wrongs thou hast sustained are the
cause of developing spiritual qualities and attracting merciful
attributes. Without a doubt it must be like this, for the ravens
of depravation are swarming around the falcons of purity,
and the owls of tyranny are reaching out with the claws of
aggression to seize the birds of faithfulness. They say to this
one: “Why dost thou cherish the memory of the king’s arm?”
And to that one, they say: “Why dost thou chant the notes of
God in the divine rose garden with wondrous melodies?”

This is a natural thing. Thou must not become dispirited; nay,
on the contrary, arise with the utmost sincerity and love. If
they offer thee a poisoned cup, give them a refreshing chal-
ice. If they seek to defame thee, conceal their faults with a
sin-covering eye. If they strike a blow, put ointment on their
wound. If they come forward with drawn swords, offer them
milk and honey.

“Say: O people of the Book! Do ye not disavow us only because
we believe in God and in His signs?” “Will ye slay a man be-
cause he saith my Lord is God?” “Nor did they torment them
but for their faith in God, the Mighty, the Praised.” Recite
thou these holy verses.
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5 Upon thee be salutation and praise.
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AB04033

To: Muayyid, Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince et al.,
Date: 1903 ca.

O dear ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Abdul-Husayn Khan
forgot his familiar homeland and became a wanderer through
mountains and deserts, becoming homeless in the path of God,
until he turned toward those regions with the intention of dif-
fusing the divine fragrances. To the extent possible, he showed
no negligence or laxity. The wandering led to distress, and
the restlessness caused illness. He became sick and weak, sepa-
rated and without remedy, until those loving friends inquired
after his condition and sought his comfort and ease. With the
utmost effort they arose to care for him, showing kindness and
tender care during his days of illness. In truth, they became the
remedy for his pain and placed a balm upon his wounds. He
expressed the utmost gratitude for your efforts. This nursing
was service to God, and this kindness arose from the require-
ments of servitude at the Sacred Threshold. Your troubles and
hardships are accepted at the Divine Threshold, and your love
and kindness are praised and approved in the Abha Kingdom.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

in Shiraz
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AB07006

To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn et al., in Tihran

Date: 1903 ca.
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O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your cry and lamentation has
reached the Concourse on High, and your sighing and moan-
ing has surely affected the Abha Kingdom. Therefore ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has joined with you, raised up a cry, and offers this
prayer:

O Lord, our God! We are helpless; Thou art the Lord of
strength and power. We are wretched; Thou art the Almighty,
the All-Glorious. We are poor; Thou art the All-Possessing,
the Most Generous. Graciously assist us in our servitude to
Thy sacred Threshold, and aid us, through Thy strengthening
grace, to worship Thee at the dawning-places of Thy praise.
Enable us to diffuse Thy holy fragrances amongst Thy crea-
tures, and strengthen our loins to serve Thee amidst Thy ser-
vants, so that we may guide all nations to Thy Most Great
Name and lead all peoples to the shores of the glorious ocean
of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Deliver us from the attachments of the world and
its peoples, from the transgressions of the past, and from the
afflictions yet to come, that we may arise to exalt Thy Word
with the utmost joy and radiance and celebrate Thy praise in
the daytime and in the night season, that we may summon
all people to the way of guidance and enjoin them to observe
righteousness, and that we may chant the verses of Thy unity
amidst all Thy creation. Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth
Thee. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Most Powerful.
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AB04012

To: Aqga Ali Akbar et al.
Date: 1908 ca.

O friends! O faithful ones! Observe the glorious favors of
the Lord, how manifest and evident they are like the shining
moon. Many souls spent years in worship, acquired knowledge,
became versed in arts and sciences, passed their time in con-
templation, and yearned for mystical revelations. Yet despite
this, as their intentions were not pure, they remained deprived
and were defeated in the arena of divine knowledge. But when
God gazed upon your hearts, He found them pure pages and
made them luminous, becoming the envy of the heavens. He
placed this crown of guidance upon your heads and clothed
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you in this robe of bounty. He deprived the deluded mystics
while making you the confidants of His mysteries. Therefore,
in thanksgiving for these divine favors, arise with such conduct
and behavior that its holy and sacred fragrances will perfume
the world and like pure musk will make both East and West
fragrant. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03967

To: Binish Haqju
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The elegy that you com-
posed in commemoration of that Pure Light, that Embodied
Spirit, that Brilliant Star of the Supreme Concourse, that Sun
of the Higher World, the Primal Point - may my spirit be a sac-
rifice for Him - was reviewed. It had a profound effect on the
heart of this lonely one. It is most fluid, eloquent and articulate.
That bird of the garden of truth must ever warble new melodies
upon the branch of the love of God and strive to spread the
divine fragrances. What bounty could be greater than this,
what favors more complete than this? Therefore, like grate-
ful birds, one must be content with a few seeds and compose
odes and praises in this spiritual rose garden in glorification
and sanctification and divine praise and attributes. However,
in relation to this servant, nothing beyond the word ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is permissible, and whatever exceeds this is contrary to
the divine foundation and opposed to the good-pleasure of this
ephemeral servant. Keep this delicate matter carefully in mind
in your poetry. This is my station, this is my position, this is
my praise, and this is my portion. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB12308

To: Nagjar, Ustad Ibrahim brother of Ustad Isma’il
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou whom I mention and shall never forget! Your brother
has entered the luminous Shrine as your proxy, and now in
the blessed Shrine he has attained the radiant threshold and is
associating with the loved ones and attending the gatherings
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Despite the prohibition on entry, out of con-
sideration and kindness toward you permission for his presence
was granted, so that both in his own right and as your proxy
he might attain this supreme bounty.

In truth, you underwent much hardship and difficulty, and this
has caused us embarrassment. But what can be done? For
circumstances have arisen such that the presence of the loved
ones causes much talk and suspicion among the authorities of
these parts, and thus the thirsty are prevented from the living
waters and the longing ones are deprived of kissing the divine
threshold. God willing, these obstacles shall be removed and
the divine friends shall attain their utmost desire. A measure
of wisdom must be observed so as not to cause suspicion among
the prideful ones.

Convey with utmost kindness the longing greetings of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to all the divine friends and relatives. And upon them be
Glory, and upon them be praise, and upon them be the favors
of their All-Merciful, All-Compassionate Lord.
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AB03901

Date: 1903 ca.

My God, my God! My tongue is weary in expressing the mys-
teries of Thy celestial Kingdom, my explanations of the verses
of Thy heavenly Dominion, and the signs of the outpouring
of Thy divine Realm, for my understanding fails to reach the
levels of describing and praising Thee. Exalted is Thy power,
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sublime is Thy grandeur, majestic is Thy sovereignty, and great
is Thy forgiveness.

My Lord, my Lord! This servant of Thine and son of Thy
handmaiden, who acknowledges Thy oneness, confesses Thy
singleness, is attracted by Thy fragrances, chants Thy verses,
and believes in Thy words, has returned to Thee, arrived before
Thee, and come into Thy presence, seeking forgiveness for his
sins, asking cover for his faults, seeking aid from Thee, hoping
for Thy bounty, and crying for help at Thy gate.

O Lord, O Lord! Honor his abode, fulfill his hopes, and grant
him a refuge, O Lord of the Most Beautiful Names! Make
his end in this journey a beginning of favors, grant him relief,
make him the essence of chastity, admit him into the kingdom
of mysteries, adorn his face with the lights of forgiveness, grant
him the blessing of meeting Thee in the Garden of Paradise,
cause him to enter in truth into the midst of Heaven, and
bestow patience upon his brothers and friends that they may
bear with fortitude this calamity that breaks the backs of peers
and burns the hearts of the people of faith. Verily, Thou art
the Forgiving, the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.
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AB04296

To: Biklar Bayk, in Khuy
Date: 1903 ca.

O faithful servant of God! The nobility of the human world
lies in servitude at the Divine Threshold and freedom from this
transient world. When man becomes free from the defilement
of this dusty plane and finds his way to the pure world, then
his being a Baklar Bayk (lord) will be transformed into being
an angel’s companion, the earthly will become heavenly, and
darkness will turn to light. Therefore, strive as much as you
can to raise the banner in the other world and play the game of
service, galloping swiftly from this confined realm of contingent
existence to the realm of the placeless. Until man becomes free
and pure from this heavy burden of the earthly world, he will
not receive any portion from the Kingdom and will not attain
joy and delight. The intoxication of that wine brings another
passion to the head and manifests another joy in the heart.
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O God! O Bestower of sovereignty, Merciful to the possessed
and Guardian of kings! Aid this servant who implores You to
walk the path of guidance and to be faithful to Your Covenant
among all peoples. Make him one of the people of piety and
assist him with hosts from the Supreme Concourse. Verily, You
are the Powerful, the Mighty, the Glorious, the Most High.
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To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Ridvan, Iran
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art the namesake of Dhabih! The attribute of self-
sacrifice is specific to thy name and the desire to speed into the
arena of selflessness is thy privilege. Be thy true self, therefore
that thou mayest become the manifestation of the verse from
the Quran: “And we ransomed him as a momentous sacrifice.”!

This is truly the path of God. And this response befitteth the
lover who is devoted to the embodiment of Absolute Beauty.
This is the arena of self-annihilation, of a hundred thousand
acts of self -immolation, of being melted in pure love.

It is revealed in the Qur’an: “Do ye think that ye shall enter the
Garden of bliss without such trials as came to those who passed
away before you?”? All the holy ones encountered suffering
and adversity. The Primal Point and the Most Great Name,
the Abha Beauty, spent all the days of Their lives surrounded
by troubles and adversities. How can we demand happiness
and comfort in our lives, therefore, unless of course we blind
ourselves to faithfulness and follow the ways of the unfaithful?

O God, give us to drink from the same cup that thou hast
ordained for the Most Great Name and make us inebriated
with that wine that we might follow the path of that Beloved
of all and ascend unto thy Kingdom. Thou art the Bountiful.
Thou art the Compassionate, the Merciful.

1Qur’an 37:107.
2Qur’an 2:214.
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AB04307

To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid, in Shiraz
Date: 1908 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Do not be sorrowful
and grief-stricken at the ascension of that assured leaf to the
precincts of the Most Great Mercy, and do not be heartbroken
and regretful. Although separation causes burning pain and
distance brings loneliness, yet God willing, this temporary sep-
aration will end in eternal union and this estrangement will be
transformed into everlasting meeting. For a time in this world,
what joy and gladness did you observe, what peace of soul did
you find, and what delight of conscience did you see, that you
should grieve at the ascension of that assured leaf? Praise be to
God, that handmaiden of God was cherished at the Threshold
of Oneness and was cultured and distinguished. She hastened
from the dusty realm to the sacred plain and departed from
this world of darkness to the realm of the All-Merciful.

O my God, my God! This is Your believing handmaiden who
believed in Your beauty, who gazed toward Your Kingdom,
who was assured of Your signs, who was gladdened by Your
favors, who was devoted to You, who was attracted by Your
fragrances. She has ascended to the seat of Your truth and
the place of Your mercy. O Lord, honor her resting place,
make beautiful her abode, and make easy her desires until her
heart is gladdened by her ultimate end. Verily You are the
All-Merciful, You are the Bestower, You are the Forgiver, the
Bountiful in pardon.
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AB04232

To: Ustad Abdu’l-Ghani Khayyat, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O God, O Forgiver of sins and Concealer of faults, O Re-
mover of sorrows! Assist Your servant who has turned to You,
through Your mercy which has preceded all things and Your
grace which has been bestowed throughout the world of cre-
ation. Immerse him, O my God, in the oceans of Your pardon
and purify him from every sin, and grant him an exalted seat
of truth.

O Lord, deal not with us according to what our deeds deserve,
and take us not to task for our evil actions. Rather, treat
us according to Your grace which, were it to encompass the
sinners, would make them among those drawn nigh, and Your
forgiveness which, were it to be granted to the wrongdoers,
would make them among the God-fearing.

O Lord, O Lord! Though sins have multiplied and transgres-
sions have grown great, and though the darkness of disobe-
dience has intensified over all creation, yet Your pardon and
forgiveness are like a brilliant dawn and a radiant morning, a
dazzling light that dispels the darkness of night and scatters
the dense clouds from the horizon of manifestation.

With complete humility and supplication we implore You, and
place our trust in You, and turn to You, beseeching that You
disappoint not our hopes and make us not prisoners of despair
in the valleys of descent, and cut not off our hope at the time
of our death. Verily You are the Pardoning, the Generous, the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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AB04492

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O spiritual friend! Your letter was perused and your lamenta-
tion and supplication was heard. A humorous thought came
to mind - the mystics say: “How can one who has not found
life from the Life-Giver become a life-giver?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha has neither nest nor dwelling, yet despite this
how can He pray and seek homes and dwellings for the friends?
For thirty-five years in this Most Great Prison, the landlord
makes excuses for us every day - sometimes acting coy, some-
times flirting, sometimes employing coquetry, and sometimes
bringing forth a buyer. In short, we move from house to house,
and in the path of the Unique Beloved we seek neither nest nor
dwelling.

Despite this, I beseech God to make the friends prosperous
and flourishing in every way, to grant them stability, to bestow
flowing treasures, and to make them manifestations of “Grant
us good in this world and good in the world to come.” May
these breaches be repaired and these rents be mended. Be
confident. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11709

To: Bahirih daughter of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O wondrous leaf! Your letter was noted and caused spirit and
fragrance. Praise be to God, your father is intoxicated with
the wine of alast, and your mother is a wine-worshipper in the
tavern of the love of God. Your illustrious grandfather is the
herald of the Covenant, and your grandmother, who is near
unto God, is the crown of the love of the Luminary of the
horizons. The hearts of all are turned to the Abha Kingdom,
and all souls are under the shade of the providence of the Most
Exalted Beauty.
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Be not grieved at separation from
your father, for he is engaged in the most great and glorious
service, and this separation is the cause of eternal union, and
this parting is the greatest means of attaining to the Kingdom
of the All-Merciful.

I beseech God that you may be nurtured from the breast of
grace, grow and develop in the cradle of bounty, and be trained
in the bosom of the love of God, so that you may chant the
verses of sanctification and shine like a candle among the hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful.

Convey the Most Glorious and Wondrous greetings to your
revered grandmother, and tell your honored mother to exert
her utmost effort in acquiring the English language. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB04270

To: Aqa Fathullah (Khurasan) et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O servants and handmaidens of God! His honor Furughi has
written a letter and has highly praised the worship and devo-
tion of those loving friends, saying that these pure souls are
radiant lamps and heavenly stars, signs of guidance and stan-
dards of the Concourse on High. This was soul-stirring news,
for we became hopeful that in Khurasan the fire of the love
of God will blaze intensely and the lights of the knowledge of
God will shine forth mightily.

> The ultimate hope and desire of this servant is that human tem-
ples be adorned with divine raiment and hearts be illumined
with the light of the Most Great Guidance. Therefore I beseech
and implore the Kingdom of Glory with intense yearning that
the cloud of mercy may rain upon that region, the rays of the
Sun of Truth may shine upon that land, and the breeze of
the Holy Spirit may waft over that territory until that exalted
region becomes a most glorious paradise.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04541

To: Benjamin R Taylor
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art advancing unto the Kingdom of God!

Verily I noted thy writing and was made glad by thy letter. I
pray God to cause thee to attain the bounties of the Kingdom,
so that thou mayest arise for the service of the Cause of God
and that of the world of humanity—and (may God’s) blessings
descend upon thy honorable wife. Verily my Lord is kind unto
His servants and is the Generous, the Giver of Bounty!

Know that the return of Christ for a second time doth not
mean what the people believe, but, rather, signifieth the One
promised to come after Him. He shall come with the Kingdom
of God and His power which hath surrounded the world. This
power (or reign) is in the world of hearts and spirits and not
in that of matter (or bodies). For the material world is not
comparable to a single wing of a fly, or rather less in the sight
of thy Lord, wert thou of those who know! Verily Christ came
with His Kingdom from the beginning which hath no beginning
and will come with His Kingdom to the eternity of eternities,
inasmuch as in this sense Christ is an expression of the divine
reality, the simple essence and heavenly entity which hath no
beginning or ending. It hath appearance, arising and manifes-
tation and setting in each of the cycles.

TAB.137-138, BSC.478 #913x, BSTW#207ax
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan)
Date: 1903 ca.

O my delightful friend and cherished companion! For some
time now, due to the slanders of calumniators, you have with-
drawn to a corner of seclusion and been dismissed from your
occupation and work. This is no fault and causes no harm. A
person must transition from one state to another, for contin-
uance in one condition brings weariness. At times appointed
and at times dismissed, sometimes out of favor and other times
in favor, with a praiseworthy end - perhaps when it happens
thus it will turn to honey and nectar.

Although for some time you have become my partner and com-
panion, and fallen victim to the aggression of every oppressor,
do not grieve and seek not sorrow. I hope that this lowest point
of obscurity will be transformed to the heights of acceptance,
and the means of joy and gladness will be made ready.

Although the spiritual friends experience continuous and sus-
tained divine joy, if spiritual and physical happiness are joined
together it becomes joy upon joy and light upon light. Surely
it will become better and more pleasant and more attractive
and more satisfying and sweeter. I jest so that you may laugh
and be pleased.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04298

To: Muhsin Milani
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou truthful friend of the Abha beauty! Give thanks to God
that in the path of that peerless unique well beloved thou didst
become a centre of suffering and immeasurable hurt. Thou
didst drink of pure poison, thou didst imbibe the bitter cup.
This is bounty, this is providence and mercy and divine gentle-
ness.
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2 Any soul that does not sacrifice in the path of the beloved that
soul is lower than the body itself. Any head that is not offered
as a sacrifice in the path of the beloved of the world is lower
than the foot.

Days pass by and one’s life span comes to an end and no con-
dition remains the same but there is a difference between the
soul who passes his days in selfish desires and lusts and one
who consecrates the duration of his life in suffering in the path
of the lord of revelation. The suffering soul will attain great
benefit whereas the other will fall into manifest loss. This one
will pluck the fruit of salvation from the tree of life whereas
the other will obtain the bitter zaqun from the orchard of his
hopes. This field will see divine blessings. That earth will
cause the shrub of hopelessness to grow.

Can those who profit and those who sustain loss be equal? Can
those who have attained be the same as those who deprived
themselves? No, by God, the sincere ones they are indeed the
ones distinguished.
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AB04681

To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Adhirbayjan

Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! News of your return to Ad-
hirbayjan has arrived, as well as your letter from Tiflis. This
was destined to be - surely there is wisdom in it, so that, God
willing, you may succeed in rendering outstanding services at
the Holy Threshold in the province of Tabriz and strive with
heart and soul in Adhirbayjan to diffuse the divine fragrances.

O dear one! That which causes the brow to shine with manifest
light is to arise with utmost strength in this mighty Cause
and to sacrifice oneself in the path of the Lord of mercy and
compassion. We hope that all may be confirmed in this.

O dear one! Strive as much as you can in this important mat-
ter so that you may become the cause of increased joy and
delight to the holy spirit of His Holiness Vahid in the Supreme
Concourse and the Abha Kingdom. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is
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that someone from that respected family may arise to serve
the Cause in such wise as to make the lamp of that Light of
Lights blaze forth in the world of being.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1908 ca.

O servants of the Threshold of Oneness!

The Spiritual Assembly is purely a divine gathering, accepted
at the Threshold of the Lord, and confirmed by the holy breezes
from heaven. Therefore you must arise to fulfill all your duties
in gratitude for this gift.

This means that you must administer the boys’ school with
utmost order and establish another school for girls, since the
education of girls is also essential for the human world. A time
will come when these girls will become mothers and must ed-
ucate their own children. Certainly if they are knowledgeable,
intelligent and aware, they will provide better education and
teach more effectively.

Furthermore, you must care for the weak, poor, helpless and
orphans with utmost respect, and nurse any sick person in need.
These are the duties of the Spiritual Assembly - absolutely no
shortcoming or laxity is permitted.

5 If you arise to serve as you should and must, you will witness
divine confirmations and assistance from all directions. Upon
you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mulla Muhammad, in Manshad

Date: 1903 ca.

O Muhammad-Mahmud! 358 A2

The mystery of existence hath been revealed on the Promised
Day, and the world of being hath attained to a glorious station.
But what profit is there, when the people of the world have
followed every stubborn opposer and remained deprived of that
manifest bounty?

The Sun of Truth set in this world and rose from the horizon
of the placeless realm. Alas, a hundred times alas, that the
world knew not its Lord, and the sick remained deprived of
the loving Physician.

Yet as this age is the age of effulgence and this century the
century of the Luminary of the horizons, although that Sun
is outwardly hidden, in reality it is manifest and rising. The
utmost is that it is concealed behind the clouds of glory, yet
the lights of beauty are transcendent.

5 Therefore must the friends of God arise to guide humanity

with a divine breath, a heavenly spirit, celestial power, godly
bounty, complete detachment, heartfelt rapture, divine love,
and a Sinaitic flame and Paranitical gleam, and they must
show forth the white hand of Moses.

i And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04627

To: Nabilzadih, Munir et al.,
Date: 1903 ca.

mn Qazvin

My God, my Lord and my Hope! These are trees planted in
the garden of Thy love, growing on the banks of the rivers
of Thy bounty, verdant and fresh through the outpourings of
the clouds of Thy guidance. O Lord! Make them to grow
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tall through Thy power, verdant through Thy grace, flower-
ing through Thy bounty, fruit-bearing through Thy loving-
kindness, casting shade in Thy Most Glorious Paradise, per-
fuming the surroundings, and adorned with the most wondrous
of Thy gifts in the Supreme Paradise. Verily Thou art the Be-
stower, the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the All-Giving.

2 O peerless saplings of the rose-garden of the love of God! Praise
ye God that in these divine gardens ye are trees planted by
the hand of providence, and through God’s infinite bounty ye
have grown and flourished. Therefore, like the cypress trees
in God’s garden, ye must sway beside this stream of the All-
Merciful, that the birds of the mysteries of Paradise may perch
upon those branches and raise the most wondrous melodies in
glorification, singing such songs as to transport the dwellers of
the celestial realm into joy, gladness, delight and ecstasy. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04953

To: Farid, Mirza Aqa Hakim et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O Lord of great forgiveness and supreme bounty! Thou for-
givest whomsoever Thou willest, pardonest whomsoever Thou
willest, and transformest evil deeds into good ones for whom-
soever Thou willest.

2 My God! I cling to the hem of the robe of Thy grandeur, take
refuge at the gate of Thy mercy and exaltation, and press my
brow against the dust in humility before Thy glory and majesty.
I implore Thee to forgive Thy servant who was overcome by
Thy mysteries, for whom the veils were rent asunder, from
whom the covering was removed, for whom the veil was lifted,
and who was blessed with the meeting of Thy face upon his
return to the abode of righteousness.

O Lord! He is a bird with folded wing - cause him to soar to
the summit of prosperity and make him like the morning light
shining from the horizon of success in the kingdom of spirits,
where Thou hast delivered him from the darkness of shadows
and ordained for him every good thing with which Thou hast
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specially favored the chosen ones in the Supreme Concourse
and Thy Most Glorious Kingdom.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the All-Forgiving, the Pardon-
ing, the Kind, the Generous, the Compassionate, the Most
Exalted.
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AB04840

To: Mashhadi Ahmad Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art enamored of the most luminous Beauty of
Abha! Consider the boundless grace, that the light of the Most
Great Guidance hath shone forth and the darkness of heedless-
ness hath vanished away. The morn of the love of God hath
dawned and the court of the heart hath become the envy of
the highest Paradise. The divine call hath reached the ears
and the melody of the Concourse on High hath been heard.
What a bounty is this, and what a blessing! What a grace is
this, and what guidance! This is naught but through the favor
of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

Therefore, in thanksgiving for this supreme grace, occupy thy-
self day and night with diffusing the divine fragrances, so that
the hosts of inspiration may confirm thee and the lights of
divine manifestations may shine forth. The heart shall surge
forth and the tongue shall speak. O divine servant! Open thy
eloquent tongue and make fluent utterance. Set forth proofs so
that other souls who have fallen to the lowest depths may soar
to the highest horizon, may drink from the fountain of certi-
tude, and may illumine their eyes by witnessing the manifest
light.

And upon thee be greetings and praise!
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AB04891

Lawh-i-Abu’l-Hasan Mirza
To: Abu’l-Hasan Mirza Shaykhur-Rais, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind Friend! What thy musk-laden pen hath inscribed be-
stowed joy and brought delight. It was not a dew-drop, but an
ocean; not a lamp, but a beam of sunlight. Praise and glory be
to God, Who hath endowed Creation with such beatitude and
conferred such tranquillity upon the hearts, and by imparting
heavenly knowledge made the friends stars of the East, brilliant
moons, so that they would enkindle the Light of Understand-
ing, and with the showers of the rain of their utterance make
human hearts the envy of meadows and rose-gardens.

O kind Friend! The All-Bountiful God guided thee and led thee
to traverse mountains and deserts, to reach the City of thine
ancestors. That Land stood in great need of one mighty soul
like that loving friend to enter therein, engage in discussion,
show the Way of God, embellish the assemblage of men with
mysteries unveiled, and watch over their spiritual lives so that
they might abide under the shade of the tree of hope.

3 Thou shouldst speak forth, wax eloquent, divulge the hidden
secrets, share the Word of God, inaugurate a school of the
Kingdom and give instruction in heavenly Books, ignite a shin-
ing lamp and burn down the veils of the imaginings of the
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ignorant. May thy soul be joined to the Beloved. sk
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Iran
Date: 1903 ca.

O Herald of the Covenant! The letter you wrote from the vicin-
ity of Kashan arrived and brought joy and gladness, indicating
the exaltation of the Word of the Forgiving Lord.
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2 Praise be to God, the banner of sanctification is waving and
the palm tree of hope is towering. The holy fragrances are
diffusing in every region and the fame of the Ancient Beauty
has continuous renown throughout all the world. The musk-
laden breeze is wafting from all directions and the verses of
spiritual conquest are being chanted in all the horizons.

The establishment of Mashriqu’l-Adhkars has begun with ut-
most effort in all regions. Soon the melody of sanctification
and glorification will reach the Supreme Concourse from the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkars at dawn.

The divine friends must offer their lives in gratitude for this
heavenly victory and associate with people with spiritual qual-
ities, divine conduct and behavior, detachment and attraction,
sanctity and holiness, so that each may become a luminous
candle in the spiritual gathering and raise the eternal banner
in this transient world.

All the letters you requested have been written and are en-
closed with this letter.
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AB04946

To: Aqa Shaykh Ali Asghar
Date: 1903 ca.

...Consider: you are the lesser servant of the Most Glorious
and I am the most insignificant servant of that Peerless Beauty.
Praise be to God that we are small and insignificant, not great,
pompous and arrogant, full of cruelty and devoid of wisdom
and fidelity.

We must serve at the Divine Threshold with complete efface-
ment and nothingness and render service, so that through pure
grace and bounty we may be accepted at that Court. Other-
wise we shall cry “Woe unto us!” and raise the call of “Alas!”

God protect us in the shelter of His preservation and protection
from violation of His Covenant, from pride before His gate,
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from alteration of His Tablets and theft of His papers. And
upon you be greetings and praise.

AB04903

To: Gushtasb Ardishir et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Gushtasp and Jamasp greatly pro-
moted the religion of Zoroaster and strove with heart and soul
until his blessed teachings encompassed the land of Iran and
the holy fragrances perfumed and scented all nostrils.

After some time, they abandoned the religion of their ances-
tors and the priests became self-centered and dishonest, were
steeped in pride and became the source of all kinds of evil.
Thus the star of prosperity grew dim and the sapling of hope
and desire withered, until the radiant Sun shone forth from the
Fast of Iran and its world-conquering rays reached from Fast
to West and gave life to soul and spirit.

Therefore the Persian friends must arise with friendship, truth-
fulness and worship of God, and with utmost kindness em-
brace all the peoples of the world, so that they may dispel the
thousand-year torpor with one cup of the love of God. This is
eternal glory. May your souls be with the Beloved.
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AB04861

To: Haji Shaykh Zaynu’l-Abidin Yazdi
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art detached from all save God! How wonderful,
how wonderful that thou art thus free and joyous, pure and
radiant!

The true servants of the Abha Beauty must needs become en-
tirely detached from this world and distance themselves from
every pleasure, comfort, ease and wealth. They must gather
the treasure of the Kingdom in their sleeves and amass the
wealth of the love of God. They must place upon their heads
a brilliant crown of the jewels of divine knowledge, and hang
around their necks a necklace made of the pearls of truth and
mysteries. Kings are their servants, and monarchs are in need
of their felt cloaks and sheepskin garments.

Truly thou hast been content with a single shirt and played
the game of love, causing hearts to tremble. Thou hast shown
forth the mystery of detachment and made manifest the reality
of sanctity and holiness. Blessed art thou, glad tidings unto
thee, O thou who art detached from all save God and attracted
to the Abha Beauty!

Until detachment is achieved, a person’s words will have no
effect. Praise be to God that thou art confirmed and assisted
in this. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04868

To: Mihdi Yazdi
Date: 1903 ca.

O Mahdi! Be a guide and become a herald. Call out the name
of God until streams of divine knowledge flow from your tongue.
Be not downcast, wither not, show no lassitude, display no
shortcoming. Night and day, kindle yourself with the fire of the
love of God and open your lips in praise of that Kind Beloved.
Speak of Him rather than of yourself and others, tell of His
brilliant countenance, make the world fragrant with the sweet

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ol (‘b Jf ol g 53 (cola o s
Solw s ol OB e o OLY B b 012
ST BT 35 03,25, e 03 bl N
033 5 g 2 Aol K
Ok s s e ) K 0l AT 55,
Fagly Sles s ey pble gy 00y o

74


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/sulaymani_masabih-i-hidayat_vol_5

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

ABI11718

perfume of His hair, and through the holy fragrances make the
universe a sublime paradise. Until tumult and rapture arise in
the mind and ecstasy and joy appear in the heart, man remains
like stone and clay, like an ancient and rotted tree, deprived
of flame and light. Therefore ask God to kindle such a fire in
your breast that all limbs and members may be moved to joy
and motion.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Habibullah related to Qaimmagam
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the threshold of the Peerless
Beloved!

That which thou didst write and which was concealed in thy
luminous heart hath become evident and understood. The An-
cient Beauty showed abundant kindness and tremendous favor
to that family and lineage. On most occasions, He would make
mention of His Holiness the Qa’im-Magam on some pretext,
and signs of joy would appear on His blessed countenance, and
this was clear evidence of that Luminous Star’s kindness and
favor.

Now, praise be to God, the fruits of that favor are day by day
becoming more and more manifest and apparent. Some souls
from that lineage have entered beneath the shade of the Blessed
Tree and, from the Spring of Tasnim in the Garden of Paradise,
have found new life and are becoming a new creation. Through
His abundant grace, it is hoped that all of that lineage and
family will become intoxicated from the chalice of the Covenant
and, with a wondrous melody in this springtime, will arise to
praise and glorify the Ancient Beauty.

But presence in these days is a matter to be avoided. God
willing, permission will be granted at the appropriate time.

5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.

LOIR20.169-170
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To: Sulayman Kalimi
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of Baha! On this most auspicious day when most
people are deprived and unfortunate, praise be to God that
you have become a center of blessing and have lit the lamp
of guidance. You have opened seeing eyes and witnessed the
greatest signs, and in a state of utter lowliness and suppli-
cation you have pressed your face and hair to the dust and
offered prayers of thanksgiving. These victories come from the
life-giving power of divine grace, and these praises and expla-
nations stem from the bounties of the Lord of creation - pure
favor, generosity, munificence and endless bestowal.

As for the children who found no rest in the cradle of contin-
gent existence and hastened to the vast expanse of that other
world, they become manifestations of grace and benevolence
and recipients of endless favors. For they did not remain in
this way station long enough to become responsible for striv-
ing and service - they traversed the stages with utmost speed
and passed through this realm like a breeze. The fruit and
result of their existence is the favors of the All-Loving Lord
and the grace of the Promised Beauty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Tarazullah Samandari
Date: 1908 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! What you had written to
Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi was noted. Well done on your stead-
fastness and constancy! How blessed you are to be so firm,
steady and unwavering in the path of that Heart-engaging
Beloved. This firmness and steadfastness is a great gift from
the Divine Unity, with which you are assisted and confirmed.
Offer a hundred thousand thanks in every breath that you are
a sign of mercy and a banner of love.
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2 Let not your heart be troubled by painful events, frightening
incidents and terrible oppression. This is the path of love, not
the way of comfort, glory and ease. Observe the universal Mani-
festations of the All-Merciful Reality - how each sacrificed their
lives in the path of the Lord of all created things, accepting ev-
ery hardship, calamity and grievous torment. Then it becomes
clear how we who are servants at that Threshold must conduct
ourselves.

I am very pleased with you for having such a firm step and
power of steadfastness. Convey yearning greetings to all the
loved ones of God on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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To: Haji Husayn, in Abbasabad
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What thou didst write
to Haji was noted. All was in praise and description of ‘Abbas-
Abad, that praise be to God, his excellency shows the utmost
kindness, and the friends too have arisen to serve with perfect
sincerity and zeal. This news brought endless joy and delight,
for among the greatest divine commandments and teachings
of the All-Merciful is that the leader must be kind and the
follower sincere, zealous and well-wishing. When these two
are combined, it brings endless joy and delight, honor without
bound, comfort in both worlds, gladness of conscience, and
fulfillment of heart’s desire.

Tell those friends who have arisen to serve there, on behalf of
‘Abdu’l-Baha: Strive ye and be enkindled with the fire of the
love of God, and shine forth in that village such that ‘Abbas-
Abad may become Baha-Abad. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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ABO05085

To: Aga Muhammad Hasan son-in-law of Aqa Bala, in Baku
Date: 1903 ca.

Praise be to God that thou hast turned thy face toward the
divine Kingdom, opened thine eyes to witness the lights of
the celestial manifestations, and through thy faith and accep-
tance hast won the prize in this arena. Thou hast acquired
divine knowledge, and now is the time for thee to become the
source of mighty deeds and the fountain-head of service, that
thy countenance may be illumined in the Abha Kingdom, thy
character become the envy of garden and meadow, and thy
fragrance surpass the musk of Cathay and Khutan.

2 This bounty shall be attained when thou hasteneth to the land

of Russia and guideth the Persians and Caucasians who dwell
therein. Say unto them: O Persians! The East and West of
the world are astir, and the holy fragrances have perfumed the
nostrils of the most distant lands. How is it that ye, being
Persians, remain deprived and bereft? Such a crown hath God
placed upon your heads, and such a brilliant star hath risen
from your horizon - how is it that ye still wander in darkness?
This is strange and peculiar. “He whom God guideth is well
guided, but he whom God leaveth to stray shall never find a
guide to lead him.”
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AB05068

To: Haji Muhammad (Birecik), in Birijik
Date: 1903 ca.

O divine servant!

Yesterday the Sheikh went around the city with a lamp

Saying “I am weary of demons and beasts; I long for a human
being”

Until in that land he found your trace, and in utmost joy
offered thanks at the threshold of the Ever-Living, Self-
Subsisting One that in such a region and land such a brilliant,
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luminous candle had been lit. And when he attained the
blessing of visiting the Sacred Threshold, he opened his tongue
in praise of you and extolled and commended you to such a
degree that it prompted this servant to pen this letter. Now
‘Abdu’l-Baha is engaged in mentioning you with the utmost
joy and fragrance in the gathering of the friends. I beseech
God that you may moment by moment become the intimate
companion of the Spiritual Beloved and occupy yourself with
the mention of that Merciful Beloved One, that you may
forget yourself and give ear to the melody of the Concourse
on High and hear the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!”
This is evidence of the hearing ear and the power to hear with
the ear of the spirit. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Khajih Rabi et al., in Kashan
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye who are guided by the light of guidance!

2 The lamp of guidance is aflame and the supreme horizon is
radiant and resplendent with the light of the Most Glorious
Beauty, shining forth upon the horizons of nations. The rays
of divine manifestation have spread like the gleaming dawn and
its effulgence has struck both sight and insight. Every eye and
insight that possessed the power of vision was illumined, while
those weak of sight and limited in insight, lacking the power
of vision, shut their eyes and, like bats, crept into the cave of
darkness.

Praise be to God that the visual power of those friends was
strong enough to behold the Sun of Truth, and their hearing
was ready to hear the call of “My Lord, the Most High,” and
they entered beneath the shade of the aid and protection of
the Most Glorious Beauty. This is the time for gratitude and

praise, the moment for glorification and endless thanksgiving.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05372

To: Mulla Ali Asghar (Gawharan) et al., in Khuy
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The tumult of the nations and
the clamour of their peoples are certain and inevitable in the
Day of the Manifestation of the Most Great Name. The wis-
dom of this irrevocable decree is clear and evident.

For when the winds of tests blow, the frail trees are uprooted
while the blessed trees are made firm and immovable. Torrents
of rain distress and scatter the creeping things that walk upon
the earth while the gardens are filled with anemones and bring
forth roses and sweet herbs, and the nightingales warble their
melodies, chanting a myriad songs at every moment.

This is a bounty unto the righteous and a calamity unto those
who are weak. Render thanks unto God that your feet are firm
and your faces, like pure gold, are aglow in the fire of tests. I
beseech the one true God that day by day ye may increase in
firmness and steadfastness.
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AB05360

To: Aga Mirza Yahya Kalimi Amidul-Atibba, in Rasht
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind friend! Your services at the Threshold of the Incompa-
rable Lord have been accepted, for you have arisen to serve the
free souls, played the game of love, and cast joy and enthusiasm
into hearts. Every soul passing through those regions opens
their tongue in praise and offers thanks and glorification with
utmost gratitude. This is from the grace of the Ever-Living,
Self-Subsisting One and the effects of the sealed wine.

I hope that day by day you will increase in service and show
kindness to the divine friends. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost
longing to meet you, but in these days wisdom does not permit
it, and we are commanded to wisdom in all Tablets. The very
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act of service is itself attaining presence, and servitude at the
Sacred Threshold is success in kissing the divine doorway.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, on your behalf, turns his face from atop the
tower and rampart toward the Sacred Tomb, visits it in pil-
grimage, and upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05330

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou thousand-petalled rose garden of God! Thou hast al-
ways been the object of divine providential care and shall ever
be encompassed by heavenly favors. In the days of God thou
didst warble the most wondrous melodies in the garden of unity
and opened thy lips in praise and glorification of the Lord.
Thou wert the cause of joy and gladness to the friends of the
All-Merciful and became the celestial musician in the spiritual
gathering of fellowship. Praise be to God that thou art the
manifestation of favors and the object of the glances from the
eye of thy Lord’s mercifulness. In the Covenant and Testament
thou art firm, and like unto mighty mountains thou art stead-
fast and immovable. Ever in the exalted gatherings and spiri-
tual meetings, open thy lips in praise and glorification of the
Most Glorious Beauty and raise thy voice with the most won-
derful melody and song, that the spiritual ones may be moved
with joy, enthusiasm and attraction, and all may become occu-
pied in diffusing the holy fragrances - so that the melody from
Shiraz may reach the Kingdom of the Self-Sufficient, and the
fame of the love of God may be spread abroad from that region
throughout the earth. And upon thee be greeting and praise.
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ABO05081

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of the All-Glorious Lord! Although
I never have time or opportunity to write letters, yet since I am
always thinking of you and wish to mention you, I therefore
intrude with this brief letter.

Although the means of comfort and ease never became avail-
able to you, and I know that you are under hardship and dif-
ficulty, nevertheless you have served at the Sacred Threshold
and this is the greatest glad tidings and joy - it is the heart’s
desire and the soul’s comfort.

3 Praise be to God, the ruler of that country is pure of heart,
just and kind, knowing and wise, a leader and judge and pro-
tector of the oppressed. It is incumbent upon all the friends
to occupy themselves with prayers for the perpetuity of this
mighty government and praise His Majesty the King and seek
enduring glory for the just leaders, so that this eternal govern-
ment may raise the pavilion of glory at the pole of the horizons.
You must guide all the divine friends to be well-wishers of this
sovereign.
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AB12384

To: Muhammad Husayn Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of God! What thou didst write and recount was read,
and a prayer was offered at the Threshold of Oneness: O peer-
less Lord! Make this captive with musk-laden locks a recipient
of Thine infinite favors, and grant whatever is the desire of his
heart and conscience. Fulfill his need, bestow purity upon his
heart, make him a prince of fidelity, and make him firm and
steadfast in the station of poverty and nothingness. Heal his
pain and fulfill his desire. Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful,
and Thou art the Sovereign Who doeth what He willeth.
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Convey my greetings and praise to Muhammad and ‘Ali. 1
beseech God that these two pure beings may become two lu-
minous lamps. In these days, presence in this land entails
countless difficulties. I hope it will be possible at another time.
Convey loving greetings on my behalf to ‘Ali ibn Husayn of
Usku. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12378

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letters which thou
hadst written to Muhammad-‘Ali Khan were read with his per-
mission. Their contents were a source of joy to every sorrow-
ful heart, and their meanings were delicate, novel and sweet,
for they indicated orientation toward God and holding fast to
the hem of His grandeur. I am ever hopeful that day by day
this bounty may increase and success be attained. This is the
foundation, and it shall endure and remain firm. As for the
disorder in thy material affairs, it is hoped that these too shall
be set right through divine aid and favor. However, what is
best for thee—and this was written before—is that thy affairs
should be in harmony with the work of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. When-
ever the scattered affairs of this servant are gathered together,
the disorder in the affairs of that kind friend shall likewise be
set right. This is what is best. Beyond this the choice rests
with thee. I beseech God that whatever thou desirest may be
made possible and that the wishes of thy heart and soul may
be fulfilled.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05352

To: Muhammad Hasan Khan
Date: 1903 ca.

O true friend! The contents of your letter brought joy to
‘Abdu’l-Baha, for it indicated that the flame of the light of
guidance was kindled in the lamp of your heart and soul, and
the fragrance of the gardens of its meanings reached the nos-
trils. Praise be to God that that heart is the niche of divine
love.

Therefore, do not be concerned about the attacks from
strangers and relatives, but rather practice patience and
forbearance. The end belongs to the God-fearing. Soon
strangers and relatives will become familiar and will regret,
and will take pride and glory in your faith and certitude as
one intoxicated with the wine of the love of God.

Reflect upon the condition of those who came before - the
truth will become evident and the end result will become clear.
Children and descendants became disgusted with their sinful
fathers and ancestors and were ashamed of their connection to
them. Soon you will observe that eternal glory in this world
and the next belongs to servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05267

To: Muhammad Khan Mirpanj
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art yearning for the vision! The light of truth
hath so appeared that insight hath become true vision, and
metaphor hath taken on the appearance of reality. Knowledge
of certainty hath become vision of certainty, nay rather, it
hath become joined with truth of certainty. However, “Lord,
increase my wonderment!” and “Lord, increase my knowledge!”
are attributes of spiritual ones and characteristics of the mer-
ciful ones. Therefore I beseech God that thou mayest become
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the essence of knowledge and gain insight into the hidden secret
and guarded mystery of the All-Merciful.

His honor Khan arrived in the Holy Land and became informed
of the great corruption of the people of hatred. Therefore, be
patient for a while until the obstacle is removed and difficulty
becomes ease. God willing, you will attain to pilgrimage and
witness kindness and be freed from formality. If you wish all
the doors of prosperity and success to be opened, confine your
efforts to serving that illustrious person so that divine con-
firmations and assistance may become your companion and
associate. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

Sy ol ke 2] 4 Ol Sl
1A 3505 ool Cﬁb\ Iy sbe ol slus
5235 g2 2998 b el o oo
356 Al O 2T Al LE 5,5 ) e ) guene
Loy dal g GG ) 5 s sl e
Pl 03,28 |y ALy -2 &)‘ﬁ‘@ﬁf‘
bl pas o el iz | o
) Sy 555 Oleea 5 i G35 5

),

MMK6+#304, SF102.149

AB05319

To: Rahmatullah Alas
Date: 1903 ca.

O beautiful offspring of that glorious servant! Your pure-
hearted father manifested and demonstrated something new
in the Cause of God each day. That is, in all his days he
was engaged and accustomed to service at the Threshold,
and to the extent possible, he strove to spread the verses of
the All-Merciful. Praise be to God, he guided souls to the
fountain of life and the path of salvation.

He is always supplicating at the threshold of the Generous
Lord that great success be achieved for you and that you be
assisted in whatever is necessary and fitting. Know the worth
of this kind father who is always thinking about the progress
of his noble descendant. Such a father is truly a gift from
God and the pure mercy of the Peerless Lord. Know his worth
and strive as much as you can to please him, so that you may
witness successive confirmations in the world of existence.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05598

To: Husayn Hamadani, in Anar
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thou dost yearn
for the precincts of the Beloved and long for the threshold of
the All-Merciful. This is the ultimate aspiration of spiritual
souls, provided there be no impediment.

In these days the Holy Land is in utmost agitation in its in-
most heart, yet patience, calmness and steadfastness have pre-
served it thus far. Were it not for these, it would have been
thrown into chaos a hundred times by now, for the mischief
of the mischief-makers, both open and concealed, is constant
and continuous. They give not a moment’s respite nor do they
seek rest.

Therefore, this servant, on behalf of that spiritual friend, will
recite the prayer of visitation and seek aid and bounty. Be
thou content with this deputization and occupy thyself day and
night with the remembrance of the Beauty of the Lord. His
remembrance is spiritual nearness and His mention is spiritual
reunion. When thou art thus engaged, thou art in His presence
and His intimate companion, though thou be in Yemen.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO05854

To: Dinyar Pur Ardishir, in Bombay
Date: 1903 ca.

O spiritual friend! In these days the cup of martyrdom in the
land of Yazd was filled to overflowing. A group of the righteous
drank that intoxicating cup with utmost joy and listened to the
melody of the divine messenger who brought glad tidings and
joyful news: “O ye who thirst, the spring of life is gushing forth!
O ye who long for the beauty of the Beloved, He is resplendent
in supreme manifestation! O lovers, hasten to the gathering of
the Beloved! O birds of the garden of truth, wing your flight
to the rose garden of inner meanings! O wanderers, enter your
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true homeland! O ye who are distant, be delivered from the
realm of deprivation and become intimate companions in the
divine retreat! O thirsty fish, enter the boundless ocean!”

2 When those precious souls heard this melody, they ran to the
altar of love and flew from the world of limitations to the realm
of the infinite, reaching their heart’s desire. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB11910

To: Aqa Abdur-Rasul, in Ishqabad
Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! When your honored
brother arrived at this luminous spot and laid his head at the
Merciful Threshold, he supplicated and implored for confirma-
tions for all. Surely this prayer will be accepted at the Supreme
Threshold and this wish will be granted.

2 Give thanks to God that, praise be to God, you are loving
brothers and have attained to love and recognition, not like
others. Would that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s brothers had a portion of
your character and conduct! Consider what a bounty it is that
each of you is an expression of the other. This is a mighty
blessing and an exalted gift.

The honor and success of Jinab-i-Aga Husayn-‘Ali represents
the success and pilgrimage of you all - this is an evident truth.
I beseech God that this pilgrimage may result in bestowals and
this circumambulation may cause the attainment of favors.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05872

To: Baha’is of Kakin, in Kakan
Date: 1903 ca.

O my dear and loving friends! Good tidings have arrived that
the friends have become beautiful in conduct and sweet in dis-
position, musk-scented and loyal - meaning that harshness has
been transformed into kindliness and coldness between them
has been changed to warmth. The friends have grown weary of
estrangement and have embraced friendship; they have moved
beyond separation and have arisen in unity and harmony.

This was not merely news - it was soul-stirring glad tidings, nay
it was honey and sugar, doubled sweetness. The taste of the
soul was made sweet and the palate of consciousness sugared.
The heart found rest.

We hope that this unity, nobility and tranquility will remain
firm, enduring and established, so that the tree of guidance in
that land may yield fruit, and the candle of divine favor may
bestow light in that gathering, and become the cause of the
Lord’s good pleasure, the Creator’s favor, and the Forgiver’s
pardon and forgiveness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05879

To: Spiritual Assembly of Khalkhal
Date: 1908 ca.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I hope that Khalkhal will become
the place where the divine breeze wafts, and that spiritual
souls will take up residence in its districts. May the star of
sanctification shine and adorn the court of hearts with the
rays of unity. May the Glorious Lord increase His gifts day by
day and bestow bounty and generosity. May hearts find rest
and souls attain eternal life.

The favors of Truth are endless and the outpourings of the
Realm of Oneness are eternal and everlasting. However much
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you draw from this ocean it will not diminish, and whatever
you derive from that Sun of Reality, its rays will not come to
an end.

Praise be to God that you are under the shadow of the bounty
of that Greatest Luminary of the horizon of oneness, what
more could you want? And you are the manifestations of the
favors of that Luminous Morn - what greater joy could you
seek? This is the ultimate desire of the righteous ones and the
final hope of the near servants of the Lord.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05704

To: Kuchak Alizadih Qadimi, in Khurasan
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
Praise be to God, thou wearest a resplendent crown upon thy
head and art clothed with a radiant garment, which is service
to the loved ones of God and servitude at the Threshold of the
Abha Beauty. What bounty could be greater than this, and
what glory more glorious than this?

This station is a bestowal from the Lord of Creation and a
favor and blessing from the Divine One. This exalted office,
namely servitude to the servants of the Gracious Lord, is the
crown of glory of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the bounteous robe of the
Abha Beauty.

For now, the honored person of that kind friend is adorned
with this distinction, and God willing, I too shall be confirmed
in attaining this supreme gift. Such is my hope.

But now thou art intoxicated with this cup and art a wine-
worshipper in the tavern of servitude and self-effacement. As
for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, when will He be aided and confirmed in at-
taining this supreme gift? Pray thou for this. Intercession is a
quality of the faithful.

5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO05820

To: Mir Quraish, in Khuy
Date: 1903 ca.

The army of Quraysh with utmost might and recklessness
sought to resist the Cause of God and at first enjoyed pleasure
and delight, but eventually that army was scattered and that
pleasure ended in deprivation. The divine banner was raised
high and the standards of that blameworthy people were cast
down.

In every age, at the beginning the people of the veil caused
harm and persecution, and every oppressor tyrannized the righ-
teous ones. But before long it became clear and evident that
those afflictions were bounties and those trials were gifts from
the King of faithfulness.

That oppression caused the standard of guidance to be raised
high, and that tyranny caused the city of justice and fairness
to be built. That darkness was transformed into light and
that concealment led to manifestation. The lights of truth illu-
mined the horizons and the fragrances from the garden of the
All-Merciful perfumed all creation. And the ultimate victory
belongs to the God-fearing ones.
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ABO05513

To: Kushkaki Abadihi, Mirza Ali Khan et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O companions of purity! Praise and serve your esteemed
brother, and strive night and day to drink the cup of tribula-
tion in the feast of the love of God, for the exhilaration of this
wine brings endless joy, and the delight of this heavenly food
remains forever on the palate.

Observe how the true friends and harmonious beloved ones, like
piercing stars, shone bright in the horizon of the Most Great
Martyrdom and illumined centuries and ages forever and ever.
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How sweet then is that moment when a true lover sacrifices his
life in the path of the Beloved, and with tear-filled eyes and
an enkindled heart, sets forth toward the abode of the Heart’s
Desire.

Oh, my yearning for that Day! Oh, my longing for that Hour!
My Lord! Grant me that cup filled with the wine of Thy
bounty and overflowing with the pure drink of Thy favors.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.
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ABO05881

To: Karbala’t Muhammad Ali et al., in Miyanduab
Date: 1908 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Strive ye to become sources of
divine inspirations in your Spiritual Assembly and to promote
the religion of God. Think of nothing day and night save the
welfare of humanity, and desire naught but the betterment of
the world of man. Arise to serve all humanity and to love all
people. Become embodied light and personified spirit, that ye
may be the cause of life to humankind and the glory of stone
and tree and clay - meaning that wherever ye enter, that place
may become blessed, and every garden ye enter may be filled
with bounty, and every gathering ye attend may be a source of
felicitation. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05572

To: Mirza Ataullah the martyr, in Nayriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O true servant of the Blessed Beauty! Although until now I
have not corresponded with you, yet in all conditions I have
implored the Kingdom of Mysteries that He may make the di-
vine friends in every situation the manifestation of heavenly
confirmation, and aid them with unseen hosts. May He make
them steadfast in His Cause and grant them a sound heart.
May He engage them in His remembrance and make them fa-
miliar with spreading His verses. May He bestow a ray of His
attributes so that the niche of hearts may become illumined by
the lamp of the Forgiving Lord.

At this moment, I have turned in utmost supplication to the
Kingdom of Glory and am beseeching assistance from His end-
less bounty, that that dear friend may become stirring like a
cup overflowing with the wine of the love of God, and may
raise a resurrection of teaching God’s Cause in that land.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05700

To: Sarvistani, Karbala’t Muhammad Bagir et al.
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant! A
special letter is being sent so that it may kindle the flame of
the love of God. This servant’s utmost desire is to write in
every breath to a hundred of the beloved of God, but this is
not possible. However, with a spiritual pen, at every moment
he writes a divine letter, and this is accomplished with the
utmost speed, for the physical world is a strange confinement
- all its affairs are slow, and at most only a few steps can be
taken in each breath. But the spirit traverses East and West
in an instant. Consider how different these are!
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In any case, the intention is that you, who are intoxicated with
the chalice of the Covenant, should strive with heart and soul
among the divine friends so that spiritual harmony may ever
endure and divine affection may be manifested. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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To: Siyyid Bagqir nephew of Siyyid Muhammad Rida (Barfurush), in Shahmirzad

Date: 1903 ca.

O my dear friend! Every moment I think of you and beseech
the Greatest Name for help and bounty, that successive con-
firmations may reach you and continuous success may unfold.
In every breath may you be quickened by the breath of the
All-Merciful, and in every instant may you be the object of
providential grace, so that you may become the cause of joy
and gladness, ecstasy and delight for all the divine friends.

2 Adorn the feast of the Covenant and establish the festival of the

love of God. Night and day, call the divine friends to servitude
to the Most Glorious Beauty and guide them to diffuse the
fragrances of the All-Merciful. Make all intoxicated with the
wine of alast and give them free rein in the arena of the love
of God, so that the homeland of the Greatest Name - may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - may become an example
of the Supreme Concourse and manifest the light of the Abha
Kingdom.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mother of Mirza Ali Afnan et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O luminous leaves! What you wrote was noted. You had cried
out and lamented due to the intensity of your longing, and
expressed your desire to circumambulate the two illumined
shrines of the horizons. Although in these days there are many
obstacles and all are forbidden from presence in these regions,
yet in view of the firm and mighty command in the Perspicu-
ous Book “Give the kindred their due”, you are permitted to
be present, but on condition of a limited number of days, so
that those birds may wing their flight to this Frequented House
and turn toward the goodly City and the All-Forgiving Lord
of every thankful servant.

2 Convey Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings to all the
Afnans of the Blessed Tree, especially to the branch of the Tree
of Eternity, Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Ali. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB05502

To: Unknown, in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

My God, my God! This is a maidservant who has turned
to the shelter of Thy mercy and directed herself to Thy holy
threshold. I beseech Thee by Thy grace and generosity to honor
her resting place and cause her to descend into the mansion of
Thy forgiveness, the gardens of Thy pardon, and the paradise
of Thy mercy.

O Lord! She served Thy holy threshold, toiled and endured,
and suffered hardships for numbered years. She continually
hoped for Thy good pleasure, sought refuge in Thy protection,
beseeched Thy celestial kingdom, and clung to the hem of the
robe of Thy call until her last breath was drawn, her cage was
broken, and her spirit soared to the atmosphere of Thy great
mercy and the heights of Thy pardon and forgiveness.
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O Thou Whose mercy has preceded all things! O Lord! Treat
her according to Thy grace and generosity. Verily Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful, the Forgiving, the Pardoning, the
Bestower. Verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the Gracious, the
Compassionate, the Helper.
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AB05969

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Vassaf, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who testeth Abdu’l-Baha! Thou possesseth no right to
test a supplicating servant unto God. Hast thou not read in
the book of the people from the devoutest of mystics that it
is in no wise permissible for the seeker of the truth to test His
Desire, who is summoning him unto God.

Yet despite this, I say and my word is the truth, and I draw
on allusions and symbolic terms: He is the Lamp, the Light
that shineth resplendent unto the whole world and it is bound
by no man whether clear sighted or blind, for the nature of
light is to shed and manifest its radiance. Verily the ocean
surgeth, the ark is the way and entering it is to be lifted up
towards Him. The clouds raineth, the meadows rejoiceth, and
the sweet savours wafteth.

3 Yet, is it lawful to be in doubt of the Manifestation of Him

Who is the Unknowable? No, by Thy Lord, the All-Merciful!
Beholdest thou not how the blind hath perceived, and the deaf
hath hearkened, and the dumb hath spoken, and the dead hath
been quickened, and the testimony hath been fulfilled? Could
there after this be any hesitation or doubt? Nay, by the righ-
teousness of the Lord!

Salutation and praise rest upon thee.
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AB05495

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O God! O God who forgives sins, who removes sorrows, who
heals the distress of Job, who repels calamities, have mercy
upon Your servant who has hastened to You, seeking Your aid
and shelter in the protection of Your mercy, seeking forgive-
ness for what he has neglected in regard to You, and seeking
assistance through Your pardon and forgiveness.

Lord, have mercy upon him for his turning to You, reward him
for his reliance upon You, pardon him for his humility before
You, and do not deprive him of the breezes of forgiveness. Save
him from the depths of disobedience, purify him from the filth
of transgression, and do not make him despondent of Your
bounty, for Your bounty has never been restricted.

Lord, remove his griefs, dispel his sorrows, admit him to the
paradise of favors, grant him the cup of bounty, make him
immortal in the Garden of Refuge, and bestow upon him the
gift of reunion. Verily You are the Generous, the Merciful, the
Bestower, and verily You are the Pardoning, the Forgiving, the
Gracious.
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ABO05853

To: Rustam Surush Farsi Maryamabadi, in Yazd
Date: 1903 ca.

O Persian friend! In truth I say that you have adorned the
chamber of the heart with the light of love. This is the love
of the celestial realm, and these hearts of the free ones are in
truth like an ocean wherein the radiance of the sun is clear and
evident. Therefore, whatever you have asked from the court of
the All-Knowing God shall be granted. Be at ease and hopeful,
be joyous and vigilant.

Tell the longtime friends that the Creator of the world has
opened the gates of the supreme paradise and has made fresh
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the outpouring of the spiritual springtime, and has adorned
the garden with flowers and hyacinths and nightingales.

O friends! Enter this heavenly garden and walk in this eternal
rose garden and become intoxicated from this cup of joy, and
in thanksgiving to the One God play a new melody - for you
have such a radiance upon your head and such a silken garment
upon your body. May your soul be happy.
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AB05561

To: Aqa Hasan Abdu’l-Karim Tihrani, in Eqypt
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! The news of the calamity that
has befallen your kind father has caused the ocean of sorrows
to surge, and the utmost grief has been felt from this supreme
affliction. Abdul-Baha shares and partakes with you in this
tribulation, and in truth his sorrow exceeds your own, but
for that soul who has ascended unto God, this ascension to
the Abha Kingdom is a supreme bounty and an infinite favor.
In such circumstances there is no remedy save patience and
forbearance, and no cure for this pain except submission, con-
tentment and resignation. There is a well-known saying: “If
ye be thankful, ye shall be rewarded, and God’s decree shall
prevail; and if ye complain, ye shall be deprived, and God’s
decree shall prevail.” Therefore one must hold fast to the most
great handle of patience and endurance, that a bountiful re-
ward may be ordained and that the spirit of that dear one may
be filled with glad-tidings in the Kingdom of Glory....
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ABO05855

To: Mihraban Khudadad
Date: 1903 ca.

O my cherished friend! Praise be to God that thou hast become
divine and merciful and the essence of kindliness, and hast
soared from this transient dust-heap to enter the divine realm.

In this divine cycle and merciful manifestation, the very foun-
dation of God’s Faith is love and kindliness, though not bound
by any limitations. One must show love and compassion to all
the peoples of the world with utmost joy, gladness and delight.
No distinction or preference should be made.

The ultimate truth is that among true friends and spiritual
companions, since there are mutual heart attractions and souls
support one another, love naturally takes on a different luster
and acquires another power due to this connection. How far
apart are faithful friends and unfaithful strangers!

However, in all dealings, trustworthiness, truthfulness, faith,
compassion, kindliness and care must be shown equally to all
humanity, so that the loved ones of God may become a mercy
to all the world.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO05737

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Zavarihi
Date: 1903 ca.

O lover of the Glorious Beauty!

In this time when the earthquake of tests has set the contingent
world in motion, the firm and steadfast friends show the utmost
perseverance and resist that flowing flood. They sacrifice their
lives and show joy in this sacrifice. From all directions they
hasten beneath the shadow of the banner of divine favors and
strive to exalt the Word of God. Such sacrifice of life has never
before occurred in the contingent world.
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However, wisdom must also be observed, and to the extent
possible one must act in such a way that does not cause alarm
among the ignorant or provide means to the oppressors. For
every oppressive person lies in ambush and every ignorant soul
harbors intense hatred and malice. The divine sheep must
be protected from the evil of these wolves, and care must be
taken so that the agitation subsides and no pretext falls into
the hands of the oppressors.
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AB06138

To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy recent letter ar-
rived and its contents brought joy and fragrance to hearts.
Thou didst converse most appropriately and truthfully with
His Honor Mufakhkhamu’s-Sultan. How excellent was thy ut-
terance!

2 In any case, we are commanded to show kindness. That en-
vious person Mahdi has risen in opposition since the time of
Thuraya. All these things are the consequences of those news-
papers.

In any event, you should show kindness and the friends should
never let on that such a thing occurred, and “when they pass by
what is vain, they pass by with dignity.” Send the papers you
collected in this servant’s name, since that was that person’s
request and desire. Since the amount is small, whether they
remain with you or with him makes no difference.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06416

To: Kaykhusraw (Brother of Rustam son of Bihmard) et al.,
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your pure-hearted brother
crossed the sea and arrived at the blessed, luminous Shrine. He
circumambulated the point round which circle the Concourse
on High. He laid his head upon the Sacred Threshold and
sought assistance and bounty.

Observe how loving this brother is, that at the Most Great and
Glorious Threshold he remembered his brothers and beseeched
grace and favor. Through the help and protection of the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting, I hope that by virtue of this prayer
the greatest bounty will be attained and the mightiest blessing
secured, closed doors will be opened, and scattered affairs will
be joined together.

May each of these brothers become a bright lamp and a flower
in the rose garden. And upon you be greetings and praise.

in Bombay
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ABO06215

To: Rustam Pur Bahram, in Bombay
Date: 1903 ca.

O Rustam! Observe to what degree tyranny and oppression
have reached. A group of angelic, fairy-faced, truth-speaking,
God-seeking souls have fallen into the claws of savage beasts.
They extended the hand of aggression and showed the power of
their arms. Those oppressed ones, like the gazelles of Khoten,
had no crime except that they possessed musk-bearing navels.
They were cut, bitten and torn, and not content with this, their
properties were plundered and pillaged, and even children and
secluded women were killed and burned.

Despite this sudden calamity, those oppressed ones did not
wail or lament. Rather, in perfect contentment they loosed
their tongues in gratitude for this affliction and offered praise
and thanksgiving. Therefore, both the savagery of those ones
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and the devotion of these ones are strange and wonderful, un-
precedented and unparalleled in past and future.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABU2047

Words spoken ca. 1908 in Akka

1 “Yes, in the path of the Blessed Beauty one must drink heartily
from the overflowing cup of difficulties and afflictions in order
to experience its consummate intoxicating effect. One type
of adversity only does not have the same effect; it does not
bestow that inebriating pleasure. Wines of diverse flavours
must be consumed in this divine banquet, until one is utterly
intoxicated.”

2 He uttered these words with such joy and ardour that every
atom of our beings soared with a sense of ecstasy and rapture.
Then He added, “But you have never attended a drinking party.
To get completely drunk and ultimately lose all sense of himself,
a drinker mixes his drinks. For instance, in one round they
drink wine; in the following round they drink araq; this is then
followed by a round of cognac, then by rounds of rum, whisky
and champagne until they drink themselves into a stupor. We,
too, must drink various tastes from the cup of tribulation.”

3 Suddenly, in a booming voice He asked, “Jinab-i-Khan, is that
not so?”

4 All eyes were focused on me. And I without a moment’s hesita-
tion replied, “Yes, Beloved, that is so. By the way, they drink
something else t0o0.”

5 “What is that, then?” asked ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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6 “They mix wine and whisky and say, we are drinking ‘wineky’!”

7 Suddenly His laughter rang out, His tearful eyes looked heav-
enward, and with a smile He said, “We, too, as the Khan says,
drink wineky, drink wineky!”
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AB11923

To: Usku’i, Javad son of Mashhadi Fayyad Usku’i et al., in Ishqabad

Date: 1903 ca.

1 O ye who are related to the Court of the Divine Unity! Jinab-
i-Za’ir, with a pure heart and radiant countenance, arrived at
the Blessed Spot and derived benefit from the Holy Dust. Now
that he has resolved to return, he requested the writing of this
letter so that you may be mentioned in this divine gathering
and become known at the Divine Threshold.

2 During his stay at the Sacred Threshold, he continually remem-
bered you and sought assistance and bounty, and surely these
prayers will be answered and accepted at the Divine Court.
Therefore, you should have the utmost satisfaction and grati-
tude toward Jinab-i-Za’ir, that at such a time he remembered
you and prayed for you.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06231

To: Siyyid Ibrahim Mazindarani, in Mashhad
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art the descendant of that wonderful soul!

Thine honoured father spent all the days of his life in sacrifice
until he won the garland of victory in the field of service. He
never rested for one moment nor was he at ease for a single day.
Until he died he was always the target of darts and arrows, of
curses and execration which rained down upon him from the
wicked ones.

And when he hastened to the world beyond and raised the
banner of his triumph in the supreme Concourse, he left thee
in this world as a remembrance so that thou mayest flood the
river of his hopes and water his fertile fields of servitude.

The time hath come, therefore, for thee to light his lamp and
kindle a flame in his name, to strive to be generous and walk
in the footsteps of that honourable man.
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AB06346

To: Inayatullah (Kulahdarrih), in Qazvin
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art the object of the glance of favor of the Divine
Oneness!

When He manifested Himself through the attribute of the All-
Merciful, the reality of existence appeared in the realm of be-
ing. Darkness vanished, the light of guidance shone forth, the
pitch darkness was destroyed, the great resurrection occurred,
the mighty Day of Judgment arose, the pavilion of glory was
raised in the land of gathering, the banner of assemblage and
dispersion was unfurled at the pole of contingent being.

3 The Sun of Reality, the Most Glorious Beauty, shed such rays
of heat that the seed of hidden mysteries in the soil of capacities
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sprouted forth and secrets were revealed. The spiritual call was
raised, and “Be ye separated this day, O ye sinners!” became
clear and evident, and “Verily the righteous are in bliss and
verily the wicked are in hellfire” became manifest and obvious.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06112

To: Bahman Khudamurad et al., in Qum
Date: 1908 ca.

O Bahman! O Khusraw! Bahman son of Isfandiyar the invul-
nerable always yearned for gardens and meadows and longed
for armies and armor, while Khusraw was constantly enamored
with sweet Shirin in her flowered dress. But you should yearn
for the Abha Paradise and become enamored with the counte-
nance of the Abha Beloved, for those gardens have become as
ashes and that sweetness has become more bitter than deadly
poison to body and soul.

The joy-giving garden is the Abha Paradise, whose spring has
no autumn and whose April has no winter following. The eter-
nal beauty and divine countenance undergo no change or alter-
ation. Therefore, both of you should embrace these two and
become captured by them, for these are lasting and enduring.
May your souls be happy!
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AB06077

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Rasht
Date: 1903 ca.

O steadfast servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letter was truly
well-written, for upon reading it the soul was freed from every
bond, so filled was it with the meaning of detachment, suppli-
cation, entreaty, severance from the world, and longing for the
supreme martyrdom.

Through the grace and favor of the Abha Beloved, my hope
for you is that as long as you exist in the world of existence,
your character may be that of self-effacement and nothingness,
and that from your countenance may shine forth the lights of
worship of Truth.

For you are near to the threshold of that hidden Beloved and
are His tested and proven servant at His court. Know with
certainty that in this first life and the next life, in the Abha
Kingdom, in the divine presence, you are accepted, beloved,
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AB06025

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz

Date: 1903 ca.

O Afnan of the Tree of Eternity! & o 2 Ols) (sl

His honor Aqa Mahmud ‘Assar has sent a letter through you
requesting permission to attain the presence at the Inhabited
House. Permission is granted. News of the illness and poor
health of his honor the Afnan of the Tree of Eternity has caused
much sorrow and regret.

We beseech God that we may attain to that which is the good-
pleasure of the Beloved Beauty, that we may seek the cup of
sacrifice in His path, pursue the way of guidance, seek His face,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L sdanly 35K slae 5,2 BT Ol
Sty g a3l L;lc-klw‘ 9 .G.s).é de)\
)Lu&u\ 9 ;,JL.S j\, .L}JLG .‘\b}é R
WJL:A & #oyde OLo! O e C\/
..\ijW%)df

Syt o lios 2L 8 ol 5 )
) (,5;;‘&\1“; g sl o s
f?u;\e dr 5 ;ﬁ-‘f Olsy & 5w

105


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-418.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/73.pdf#page=1
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/390.pdf#page=546

ot

!

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

ABO06180

utter His praise, and in whatever direction we may proceed,
turn our faces toward Him.

Although news of the construction of the circumambulation
place of the world, the Sacred House, brought much joy and
delight, yet the incidents of ill health of his honor the Afnan has
caused much sorrow. I hope this sorrow will be transformed
into joy.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06180

To: Yahya Khan et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O two brothers! Like two celestial figures!

The astronomers call the constellation of Gemini “Two Figures”
and these are two heavenly forms, meaning like two bodies with
arms embracing each other - this is how they described it. Now
the intent is that you should become like two celestial figures,
bright and luminous, and shine forth in the zenith of the All-
Merciful.

When the sun shines in the constellation of Gemini, it forms
two seasons - the end of spring and beginning of summer. On
one side are the spiritual flowers of spring, and on the other
the delectable fruits of summer. I hope that you two brothers
will likewise, through the outpourings of the Sun of Truth,
adorn the gardens of hearts with the flowers and herbs of divine
knowledge, and make the orchard of souls fruitful with the
sweet fruits of the love of God.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB06319

To: Hidayat Khan servant of Masud, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O manifestation of guidance! When the light of truth shone
forth from the Pole of the world and raised its banner in the
Orient of Oneness, those with sight were stirred to excitement
and cried out “O glad tidings! O glad tidings!” They expressed
joy and delight, their eyes were illumined, they held the Most
Great Festival, arranged feasts of joy, and arose to serve until
the fame of the Abha Beauty spread worldwide and the dark
night of winter solstice became a radiant morn. Motion and
movement appeared in the world of creation and the darkness
of ignorance was transformed by the light of knowledge.

But alas, a hundred times alas, that the people of the Criterion
and the people of the Bayan fell into the valley of ignorance
and deprivation and, like bats, denied that shining moon.

Therefore praise God that you were illumined by that mani-
fest light and sought refuge at the threshold of Oneness and
were confirmed and assisted with that gift. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB12451

To: Valiyullah Varqa, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O descendant of that glorious martyr! The gaze of loving-
kindness has always been and will continue to be directed to-
wards you. I have shown you the utmost consideration until
now, and I have prayed to God that you might become a lamp
of that martyred one and a cause for the promotion of the
manifest light.

I have entrusted you to your honored uncle, under whose su-
pervision you must remain. His good pleasure is My good

pleasure.
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I understand that you have departed for Tabriz, as the friends
in Tabriz have written this news. Therefore, you must go to
your uncle with utmost haste and carry out whatever he deems
advisable. Never deviate from his good pleasure, for therein
lies your welfare.

God willing, I shall later grant you permission to attain My
presence, and you shall enter the blessed shrine and attain to
the circumambulating-point of the Concourse on High.
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AB06113

To: Binish Haqju, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O Binesh! Praise be to God that your title signifies insight
and your name is renowned in the Divine Threshold. Day
by day increase your enkindlement and attraction, and with
an eloquent tongue and expansive heart, adorn the spiritual
gathering and engage in praising and describing the Beauty of
Abha. Give the spirit of life to the hearers and show forth the
white hand to the observers, so that you may become a sign of
guidance and be confirmed with the supreme gift. And upon
you be greetings and praise.

He is God

O servant of God! If you seek continuous heavenly confirma-
tions, follow the way and conduct of the faithful servants of
the Beauty of Abha, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved
ones, for each one is entirely detached from all things of this
transient world. Hungry and naked and thirsty and imprisoned
and in chains, they cry out “O Glory of the Most Glorious!”
Seek not a moment’s comfort and ease.
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AB06482

To: Mirza Aqa Jan Kalimi Attar, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

...0 servant of the Truth! The matter has progressed far be-
yond our sitting to write treatises of proofs for the people of
the Bayan. The Call of God has encompassed East and West,
and the fame of the Abha Beauty has stirred the world of be-
ing. The East is in ferment, the West in tumult; the North is
full of glad-tidings and the South abounds with joy and delight.
The divine garden, the Abha Paradise, has pitched its tent at
the pole of possibility, and the fragrance of the flowers of inner
meanings and realities has perfumed the nostrils of both the
denizens of the realms above and those below. A few among
the people of the Bayan, like dung beetles, have shunned this
blessed fragrance and opened their tongues in denial from their
pit of lethargy and obscurity. “Leave them to their pastimes
and playing.”

The Blessed Beauty has written a treatise in response to
the people of the Bayan through the tongue of the late Aga
Muhammad-‘Ali.> Obtain that, for it suffices. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB06435

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the fragrances of God! I pray God
to send down upon thee heavenly blessings, quicken thy soul
with everlasting life through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
make thy heart a wellspring of spiritual susceptibilities, so that
thy breath may vivify the souls, the attraction of thy soul may
move the very core of the world, the intensity of thy love may
attract the hearts of the people, and the abundance of thine
affection may become a source of mercy to humankind in the

3BH00004.
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world of being. Verily, my Lord is the Powerful, the Almighty,
the Most Bounteous!

2 Be thou compassionate to every sorrowful one, a dispeller of
afflictions to every grieving one, a refuge to every fearful one,
heavenly sustenance to every destitute one, refreshing water
to every thirsty one, a healing medicine to every sick one, a
soothing balm to every wounded one, a consolation to every
dejected heart, a blessing to every wretched soul, a treasure
to every seeker, and a succour to every lost one—so that thou
mayest become a banner of guidance and the essence of piety
amidst the maidservants of thy Lord, the Most High. Verily,
thy Lord is the Beneficent, the Clement, the Most Bounteous!
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AB06424

To: Louise Spear, in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art yearning for the Glad-tidings of God!

Verily, I was informed of the contents of thy letter which
showed that thine insight is opened, thy heart is purified, that
thou art baptized by the divine water and by the lordly fire
and spirit and that thou art born again from the womb of
this mortal world. This is through the grace of thy Lord, the
Clement, the Merciful!

As to the imprisonment of Abdul-Baha: This is his utmost
wish, his extreme joy and this is what refreshes his burning; and
I do not long for deliverance from the depths of this agreeable
prison. Verily, this Most Great Prison is conducive unto the
[shining of the] Orb of the Horizons.

Verily, I beg God to bless unto thee thy marriage with thy
revered husband, to protect thee under all conditions from the
violence of tests and trials and to make thy feet firm in the
Religion of God in this wonderful (or new) age.

TAB.630
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AB06444

To: Nasim Effendi Abdu’llah (Lebanon)
Date: 1903 ca.

O spiritual youth! T have chanted verses of thanksgiving to God
for what He has bestowed upon you from His grace and mercy,
and for making you a wayfarer on the path of the Kingdom,
receiving the favors of your loving Lord. And I praised God for
protecting and preserving you from the uncertainties of fate. I
beseech God to make you safeguarded from every calamity and
affliction, and protected from the whisperings of every rejected
satan.

And if you wish to take a spouse in obedience to your mother,
there is no objection to this, for mothers have rights conjoined
with the rights of the Lord of verses. He has said in the Qur’an:
“Lower unto them the wing of humility and say: My Lord!
Have mercy on them even as they cherished me when I was
little” Based on this, obeying one’s mother in a legitimate
matter is a gift to man.

As for the matter of the books, it would be best if you come
yourself and take them - this is closer to righteousness. Upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB06069

To: Rashid Mandigar, in Palestine
Date: 1903 ca.

O free servant of the All-Merciful!

Praise be to the Creator of the world who made you privy to

the divine mystery and taught you humility and supplication.

You were lost in the wilderness and desert - He admitted you
to His court. You were unaware of this world - He made you
informed and conscious. You were asleep - He made you awake
and alert, until you drank the cup of the knowledge of God from
the hand of the cup-bearer of the love of God, and reached your
heart’s desire, and cut yourself off from all else but God and
joined with Him, and crossed the ocean and reached the blessed
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and luminous Spot, and attained that which was the ultimate
desire of the pure ones.

Now return to India and raise a melody and song so that other
friends may become confidants of the mystery and become full

of melody and song, and harmonious in the remembrance of
God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06189

To: Ardikani, Abdu’l-Husayn et al.
Date: 1908 ca.

O ye two firm ones in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and the details regarding the martyrdom of the Lamp of Mar-
tyrs, Mr. Mirza Ismail Khayyat, were noted. Previously, a
special visitation tablet was written specifically for that noble
person, and a copy of it is being sent so that you may recite
it. Although grief over the calamities befalling the friends has
reached such a degree that the pen is powerless to write and
the tongue is unable to speak, nevertheless, that which cannot
be fully attained should not be wholly abandoned. Even if the
pen were to write forever and describe the tribulations of the
martyrs, it would never reach an end. The cries have risen up
and the lamentations have reached the highest Kingdom con-
cerning these calamities which the most eloquent tongues are
powerless to describe. We have no recourse except to be con-
tent with God’s decree. Glorified be my Most Exalted Lord!
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AB06409

To: Furud Rustam
Date: 1903 ca.

O loving friend! The oppressed Farud has fallen captive in
the hands of the ill-omened Tus. He expected faithfulness but
saw oppression and cruelty. He anticipated consideration but
encountered severe humiliation. Such is the way of the world.

Therefore, place no hope in anyone except God, for one who
hopes in other than the Truth becomes disappointed and de-
spairing, and is deprived of divine help and grace. All are weak
and He is powerful; all are lowly and He is mighty.

Had Farud confined his hope to the All-Loving Lord, he would
surely have attained a praiseworthy station. But he placed
hope in the obstinate Tus, and thus became disappointed.

Set your heart on none but God and hope for nothing save His
grace and bounty. This is the joy of heart and soul, and this
is freedom from the world of water and clay. May your soul be

happy!

orsb S o pdlie 0y 50 L
Lo 5 b 2l by el A2 0557 e
G| 318 s cslal 55 2k, o s
BISTRu]E

Mgl Ly M- ) e e el (8 51 1B
50 ) 5 38 Aoy s u‘y‘* JECTEY
JL\)}‘}W‘_‘KQ)“(}J;&":L&
IS sl s N K

4.:..3\ Sy 3954 :)))Jf» J‘Jw’\f\ 299
;yw;b&dw\d)w Q#CL‘“
L RWRERTRCIIN

Uiz o ) g ede Jo 12 o g

S} 55 5 0l g o i) Lo 5l gkis)
b il £ o Ol 51 Sl

YARP2.615 p.427

AB06078

To: Jalal son of Ali Naqi (Isfahan)
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Be not grieved by
the conditions of this base world, and be not distressed by the
tribulations of this transient realm. For if thou lookest with
the eye of truth, thou wilt see that its hardships are benefits,
and its troubles are pure mercy.

For until man is nurtured in the embrace of trials and calami-
ties, his true nature cannot become established and the tree
of his being will not yield delectable fruit. Human reality is
like pure soil - the more thou dost dig and till and turn it over,
the greater becomes its bounty and blessing, and the better its
vegetation grows.
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Therefore, in times of test that noble soul must be in the ut-
most joy and fragrance, and I hope that in both worlds thou
mayest attain thy heart’s desire and the repose of thy soul.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06417

To: Mashhadi Ahmad (Tvughli) et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O Lord, in Thee do we place our hopes and from Thee do
we seek aid, protection and assistance. O God, preserve us
and forgive us and make us firm and steadfast. Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Able, and Thou art the One God.
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AB06127

To: Mihraban Khudadad
Date: 1908 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! When you look carefully,
you will see that every gift is God-given, not achieved through
effort and striving in the world of creation. Consider where
you are from and where we are from - see the difference in the
path from where to where! Despite this, through the bounty of
the manifest light, such a connection, harmony and union has
been achieved that on such a night, I am intimately engaged
in remembrance of that kind friend.

Such a gift has been bestowed upon us through pure grace,
otherwise if we strive and surge and cry out day and night,
without such a connection the attainment of joy and expan-
siveness would be impossible and unattainable. For this is a
divine bestowal and a gift from the All-Merciful Lord.
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Therefore at every moment you must be a companion in grati-
tude to God, that He has aroused such affection in hearts and
united all together. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06401

To: Muhammad-Ali
Date: 1908 ca.

...You had inquired about astronomy. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is so over-
whelmed that He has no time to write letters, let alone treatises
and books. In brief, the new astronomy is more correct than
the old astronomy, for these discoveries are among the fruits
of this new age. Some of its principles conform to the verses of
the glorious Quran: “All swim in their orbits,” and “We have
created above you seven paths,” and “The sun moves unto a
fixed place of its own,” and similar verses. In the divine Tablets
there are references to the correctness of the new astronomy.
However, in this new cycle great discoveries will be made, and
even the new mathematicians have not yet understood and dis-
covered all mathematical problems, but the unknown matters
will soon be discovered. In this wondrous cycle the realities of
things and the mysteries of creation will become manifest and
evident.
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AB06406

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind friend, I read what you wrote.

The letter from that life-giving friend increased joy and be-
stowed delight, for you had written that Rustam Surush and
other brothers and relatives had offered a piece of land near
the sacred dust of the martyrs in God’s path. Very good. I
hope that the Persian friends will complete this work, for it will
cause happiness to that honored beloved. This deed is worthy
of bounty and praise at the threshold of the Lord.

Convey a heartfelt message to Rustam Surush Bahman Pur
Jamshid and tell him that I have always been occupied with
thoughts of you and have constantly beseeched God that you
may be honored in servitude at the divine threshold and shine
like a lamp in the gathering of friends. May your soul be happy.
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AB06098

To: Rashid Khudadad (Bombay)
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Glorious Lord! A rashid (righteous one) is
he who overcomes the self and passion, and seeks after the
Beauty of Divine Unity. This righteousness pertains to the
heart, not to clay, and this valor belongs to the soul, not to bod-
ily strength. Many a world conqueror has come into this world
who was captive to the tyrannical self and bound in chains to
the treacherous devil. Though outwardly they were like fierce
and mighty lions, in reality they were in utmost degradation
and abasement, for they were tormented by passion and sub-
jugated by the conditions of transgression and rebellion.

Therefore, O loving friend, be righteous in the arena of the
Glorious Lord, so that through spiritual power you may snatch
away the ball of precedence and victory from the righteous ones
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of the world and triumph over the brave ones of all nations.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06081

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Call out in those
regions with pure servitude to this servant at the Threshold
of the Most Glorious Beauty. That Court is my refuge and
shelter, and that Threshold is my infinite zenith. Besides that,
I have had and have no station. This utterance is my joy and
gladness, and my glory and success. Let no one interpret it, or
explain it, or comment upon it. This is my religion, this is my
faith, this is my path. Whoso wisheth, let him follow. Verily
my Lord is on a straight path.

A letter was written to Mirza Yusuf Khan, and likewise to the
mother of Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Muhammad-i-Najjar regarding return

to the Caucasus - what harm is there in that? It is very good.

God willing, you will be confirmed and assisted.

And upon thee be greetings and praise. ‘Abbas.
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AB07123

To: Baha’is of Ahar
Date: 1903 ca.

My kind friends! According to what is known, that region has
become perfumed with the fragrance of the Abha Paradise, the
holy breaths have spread abroad and the hearts of the righteous
are filled with joy and gladness.
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2 Know this, that the source of every joy and the foundation of
every happiness is the remembrance of God. The mention of
Truth is the cause of vitality and expansion and happiness and
success, and is conditional upon spiritual sensibilities. All else
is confused dreams and waves of mirage.

Therefore, as much as you are able, arrange gatherings of
fellowship and occupy yourselves with the mention of Truth,
but with the utmost wisdom and observance of proper timing.
When you do this, the lights of divine outpourings will shine
forth and illumine the court of hearts with radiance.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07024

To: Louise Herman, in Brooklyn
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou whose heart is moved by a breeze blowing from the
Garden of EI-ABHA!

Thy elegant and terse letter, couched in graceful words, was
read by me. I rejoiced at the fragrances of love, which being
scented from the verdant gardens of the Paradise of EI-ABHA,
have cheerfully moved thee.

O maid-servant of God! Be submissive to thy Lord, humble
to His servants and compliant to his maid-servants. Overcome
passions and desires, purify the heart from remembrance of
aught save that of thy Lord, the Precious, the Gracious, and
be controlled by the attraction of the Beauty of God, that His
remembrance may run as the spirit in thy blood veins and
limbs, and thus fill thee with the thoughts of the love of God.

O maid-servant of God! Ignite the fire of love in the hearts
which are remiss of the mention of God that they may become
awakened by the breath of God, and quickened by His Spirit
in this Great Day.

TAB.314
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AB06642

To: Ghulam-Husayn Bunabi
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Desired One! Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Majid praised
the radiance of your countenance, for praise be to God, like
the shining moon the light of guidance is clear and evident
therein, and “in their faces beameth the brightness of bliss” is
proof and testimony to that.

If people had insight, the blessed faces of the friends would be
proof and evidence, but alas a hundred times that the blind
are deprived and despairing. Those spiritual friends must show
some forbearance with the ignorant ones. One cannot give deli-
cious foods to nursing infants, and one must not give delectable
dishes to the sick. One must show patience gradually until the
blind and mute become seeing and speaking. “Dispute not
with the People of the Book save in the fairest way.”

And upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abbas.
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AB06998

To: Muhammad Mihdi Mirza the Prince, in Dawlatabad Malayir

Date: 1903 ca.

O kind friend! In this moment I have become intimate with
your remembrance, and I beseech God that through His aid
and care, and through the confirmations of the Unseen Divine
Unity, you may succeed in laying the foundation of justice,
and through following the path and conduct of the stars of
the Greater Guidance, transform Dowlatabad into Paradise-
abad, and illuminate Iraq with the light of the Luminary of
the Horizons.

2 May you become the cause of comfort for your subjects and the
source of the dawning of the light of guidance. May you serve
the throne with perfect trustworthiness and sincerity, educate
human souls, bestow spirituality upon hearts, and kindle such
a flame with the fire of the love of God that its heat will affect
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the liver of the ether and its luminous flame become the Light
of Sinai.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06760

To: Shaykh Ahmad Khan et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1903 ca.

O two faithful servants at the Divine Threshold! The letter
was read, bringing joy and bestowing gladness and delight, for
regarding the love of the Most Glorious Beauty it was a clear
book, and in expressing spiritual vibrations it was an eloquent
and persuasive tablet. O two kind friends! Strive as much as
you can and exert your utmost effort so that the divine spring
may pitch its tent in Bahar and the musk-laden breeze may
begin to blow and scatter the fragrance of mysteries throughout
the world. Establish the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar with the utmost
wisdom and discretion, and if wisdom does not permit, give it
another name. The purpose is for the friends to gather and
engage in prayer and supplication. Upon you be greetings and
praise.
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AB06691

To: Mulla Yusuf, in Ishqabad
Date: 1908 ca.

...Concerning thy question about the blessed verse in the
Book of the Covenant: This blessed verse of the Book of the
Covenant is related to the blessed verse of the Furqan: “Then
We caused to inherit the Book those We have chosen of Our
servants; and among them is he who wrongs himself, and
among them is he who follows a middle course, and among
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them is he who is foremost in good deeds.” He divided the
inheritors into three categories. Consider the allusion which is
manifest clarity itself.

This much is clear, but inheritance has several meanings. One
meaning is trust and submission, which is explicitly stated.
Another meaning is “that which God leaveth is better for you,”
and a third meaning is “one who will inherit me and inherit
from the family of Jacob, and make him, O my Lord, well-
pleasing.” And these are the divine qualities and perfections.
Blessed is every heir who inherits this inheritance, for unto
God belongeth the inheritance of the heavens and the earth.
And whosoever inheriteth not is wronging his own soul, even
if he be among the chosen ones....
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AB06773

To: Muhammad Ali Khan et al., in Qazvin
Date: 1903 ca.

O true friend! Although by divine decree you fell into a great
trial and endured intense pain, yet praise be to God, you
showed patience in adversity and demonstrated complete con-
tentment in hardship. And now too you are occupied in thanks-
giving for the favors of the Lord God.

This patience and forbearance, this endurance and steadfast-
ness, will become the cause of the opening of doors and bring
joy to the hearts of the companions. Without doubt, after this
pain there is healing, and after the wound there is balm.

We beseech from the threshold of the All-Merciful Lord that
this bitterness may end in honey and sugar, and this deadly poi-
son be transformed into the supreme antidote. In the Qur’an
He says: “Verily, the patient ones shall be paid their recom-
pense without measure.”

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12483

To: Asadullah Isfahani, in Sanandaj
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! You are in Kurdistan and Aqa Mirza
Habibullah is in Turkistan and this servant is in Syria. Ob-
serve the divine connections, that one from Kurdistan makes
a request for a letter to be written to the friends in Turkistan
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Syria. What fellowship is this, what
love is this, what bounty is this, and what blessing! Glory
be to Him Who hath sent down this grace! Glory be to Him
Who hath ordained this triumph! Glory be to Him Who
hath united these hearts through the power of His mighty
Kingdom!

I beseech God that thou mayest make Kurdistan a rose-garden
and illuminate that land with the light of the love of God.
Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07004

To: Mirza Abu’l-Hasan et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye friends of Abdul Baha! That which ye have written has
been perused.Praise be to God that it hath proven your faith-
fulness in the Cause of God and the steadfastness of your hearts
in focusing on the Kingdom of God.

O friends, know who ye are and what ye are! Ye are the friends
of Baha u llah ! Ye are the lovers of the Beauty of God. Appre-
ciate this high station and rise to attain that which is worthy
of this bounty.

A servant of the threshold of Baha must needs be possessed
of wakefulness, must demonstrate sacrifice, must acquire fresh
spirituality each morn and exhibit divine qualities each day. I
hope earnestly that you may be confirmed in all these stations.
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AB06609

To: Mulla Abdu’llah Fadil Zargani (Rafi), in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O sublime, wondrous intercessor! You have called yourself an
ashamed servant - you are a becoming servant, a radiant one,
an enduring one. And in the court of the Most Glorious Beauty
you are near, tested, proven, victorious; you are a mercy not a
burden, a comfort not a hardship, an intimacy not a trouble,
a gift not an affliction. These are the qualities of the longtime
friends of that Manifest Light.

However, humility is among the requirements of servitude to
that Luminous Beauty, therefore being ashamed is freedom,
and embarrassment is the cause of increased bounty.

But the aforementioned bounties are like sweet fragrances
stored and hidden in the layers of the rosebud in the garden
of grace. I beseech God that the bud may bloom so that the
hundred-petaled rose may become smiling and spread the
fragrances of divine knowledge, and become honored through
the confirmation of the Promised One of the Most Glorious
Kingdom.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06595

To: Liga wife of Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1908 ca.

O handmaiden of God! Patience and steadfastness are among
the attributes of the maidservants of the Merciful. Be not im-
patient, for God, verily, is with those who are patient. Beseech
God that thou mayest attain unto resignation to His will, burn
brightly as a candle of faithfulness, and be consumed by the
fire of the love of God. This is the gift of the heavenly Lord
and the cause of everlasting glory and happiness in the world
of God.
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Though it is expedient to take action, discretion in all things is
among the attributes of those who are thankful. Deliberation
is necessary, nay essential, so that every undertaking will be
crowned with success and the desired aim achieved.

Praise be to God that thou hast attained unto the water of this
bountiful spring, reached the holy threshold, reposed beneath
the shade of the tree of hope, and quaffed from the chalice of
the favors of Thy glorious Lord. Upon thee be salutations and
praise.
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ABO07047
To: Abu’l-Fadl Mamagani
Date: 1903 ca.
O thou who art related to Fadl [Grace]! Madl d i) o

This distinguished name means the manifestation of divine
grace, and among its requirements is that in thy conduct, be-
havior and speech thou shouldst not consider the capacity and
worthiness of people. Rather, in every case thou shouldst
requite evil deeds with good ones, and respond to censure
with praise. Thou shouldst become well-wishing toward the
ill-wisher and faithful toward the oppressor.

Therefore that dear friend must be like an overflowing cup of
exhilarating wine among the people, becoming a balm for every
wound and a remedy for every ailment.

It is earnestly hoped that through divine assistance and favor
thou wilt succeed in achieving this glorious attribute. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07092

To: Auntie Clark
Date: 1903 ca.

O maid-servant of God, who art supplicating unto the Sublime
Kingdom!

Grieve not at the divine trials. Be not troubled because of
hardships and ordeals; turn unto God, bowing in humbleness
and praying to Him, while bearing every ordeal, contented un-
der all conditions and thankful in every difficulty. Verily thy
Lord loveth His maidservants who are patient, believing and
firm. He draws them nigh unto Him through these ordeals and
trials.

Be not sorrowful on account of the departure of thy good son.
He hath indeed departed from this narrow and gloomy world
which is darkened by unlimited sorrow, unto the Kingdom
which is spacious, illumined, joyous and beautiful. God de-
livered him from this dark well and promoted him unto the
Supreme Height! He gave him wings whereby he soared to the
heaven of happiness. Verily this is the great mercy from Him
who is precious and forgiving.

TAB.051

AB06999

To: Hurmuz
Date: 1903 ca.

O my kind friend! They call Hermes “thrice great”, and say
he combined prophethood, wisdom and bounty together, and
was confirmed and assisted with these three gifts. That was
the Hermes of ancient times. I hope that you will become the
Hermes of the spiritual ones, and combine wisdom, bounty and
guidance. Like a candle may you shine bright and like a moth
may you burn in the flame of the love of God.

2 Previously a letter was sent, and now again this tongue has
spoken in remembrance of you. It is hoped from God’s grace
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that day by day you will become brighter and take steps for-
ward and receive a greater portion and share from the endless
bounty, and remain protected and preserved in the shelter of
the protection of the Divine Unity.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06797

To: Mirza Abbas Khan Aminul-Vizarah
Date: 1903 ca.

O namesake of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Abbas in Arabic means “lion”,
but this name requires one who embodies it, and this title
necessitates brilliant traces. Therefore it would be better if
you arise to fulfill what this name requires - that is, raise such
a cry of firmness and steadfastness that the foxes of violation
will flee to their den of obscurity and oblivion.

For one of the pillars of violation, a slanderer and liar, has
turned towards those regions for the sole purpose of casting
doubts. Although he is the manifestation of “The guilty shall
be known by their marks”, nevertheless he may still meet with
some weak ones and cast doubts. The friends of God must,
like clear verses, dispel doubts and drive away that unknown
ignorant one through the power of proof.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06675

To: Muhammad son of Haji Rida Usku’i Usku’i
Date: 1903 ca.

O Lord! Thou art the All-Glorious and the All-Forgiving, pos-
sessed of grace and bounty, and the Creator of the world of
existence.

Therefore, make that freed servant joyous and gladdened, and
make that one enamored of Thy resplendent countenance
pleased and grateful. Make him successful in attaining Thy
good-pleasure and independent of both stranger and kin.
Grant him an enlightened heart and an eloquent tongue
in every gathering, that he may become detached from
estrangement and captured by estrangement from Thee, that
he may enter into Thy bondage and be freed from every other
bond, become Thy captive and endure and be chained in Thy
path.

Thou art the Powerful and the Mighty, and Thou art the Be-
stower, the Radiant, and the Kind.

ADMS#061

AB06883

To: Mulla Aga Rida
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art the embodiment of self-surrender and acquies-
cence.

The righteous ones are detached and the true lovers are happy
when they meet suffering in the path of the All-Merciful
Beloved. They are so content with the divine decree that they
drink from the cup of tribulation as though it were honeyed
ambrosia and recognise in poisonous afflictions the sweetness
of immortality. For without these trials they could not attain
the station of true submission. My point is that bitterness
and venom in this life can be transformed to the sweetest
honey if accepted with the spirit of acquiescence.

Praise is to God that the friends have attained this degree of
submission and have submitted there all in the path of the True
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One and are radiantly acquiescent in sacrificing their lives. Be
grateful that thou hast been revived by the perfumed breaths
of such fragrances as these and hast embraced this well-loved
Reality.
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AB12486

To: Naraqi, Haji Aqa Jan et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind father and son! Praise be to God that the father is af-
fectionate and the son is of pure lineage, blended like milk and
sugar. The father must raise the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abhal”
and the son must shout “Ya ‘Aliyyu’l-A’la!” so that both may
shine forth in the horizon of existence like two radiant stars,
like the two stars of the Great Bear, brilliant and effulgent.

Praise be to God, both have rent their garments in love for
that Kind Friend, have heard the call of the Abha Beauty,
have tasted the sweetness of love, and have been freed from
the bonds of earthly knowledge.

Now is the time for you to perfume your nostrils with the holy
fragrances of the garden of martyrs, to kindle a greater flame
and to take further steps forward. This is what befits the
righteous in this luminous Day.
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AB06902

To: Sayfullah Bayk
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! The di-
vine sword is utterance and speech, and proof and evidence,
and the reality of knowledge - not iron and steel. That sword
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is an instrument of cutting, while this is an instrument of join-
ing. That is a weapon of wild beasts, while this reforms the
free. That sheds blood, while this diffuses musk. That causes
death, while this is the spirit of life. Observe how great is the
difference between them!

Therefore, as much as thou art able, be a divine sword, so that
like summer thou mayest melt the snow of vain imaginings and
warm cold hearts with heat.

Praise God that thou hast been assisted in establishing the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in that land and become the cause of pro-
moting the worship and servitude of the Lord. And this is from
the bounty of thy Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB06625

To: Khadrai, Javad son of Mulla Sadiq Mazindarani
Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of God! Turn your face to the divine Kingdom and
acquire illumination from the heavenly Star. Open your tongue
to teach the Cause of God and spread the divine fragrances.
Become a stranger to the world and its people so that you may
become intimate with the One Lord. Beseech God that you
may ever gather beneath the banner of the Covenant and be
the cause of joy and gladness to the world of humanity.

Rest not for a moment and take not a breath, rather arise day
and night to serve the Cause of God until you witness the light
of oneness clearly manifest from all six directions.

And if the means for travel become available, you are permitted
to turn with the utmost joy and fragrance toward the Holy
Land.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11772

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1903 ca.

O true friend! The letter is brief but its meanings are detailed,
for brevity is miraculous and conciseness leads to preservation
and spread. A concise phrase is memorized as soon as it is
read or heard, is repeated on tongues, and becomes a cause of
awakening. Therefore if you find the letter brief, understand
its detailed meaning and discover the surging seas of truth and
meaning in these few words.
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ABO07235

To: Mulla Asadullah (Brother of Aqa Ali) et al., in Ganjih
Date: 1903 ca.

O servants of God! Praise be to God, through heavenly boun-
ties the realm of hearts has attained infinite freshness and
delicacy, and through the grace and generosity of the All-
Glorious Lord, human temples have acquired the adornment
of the supreme realm.

The favors of the Divine Unity are like a boundless surging
ocean, and the hosts of divine confirmation from the Abha
Kingdom advance wave upon wave.

Place your trust in God and cling to His most pure robe, that
continuous bounties may reach you and spiritual victories may
be successively unveiled.

Jinab-i-Amin has offered the utmost praise for those divine
friends who are engaged in service to the Cause and constant
in servitude to the friends of God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07562

To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn Nayib, in Isfahan
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who hast turned to God! The ocean of forgiveness
surged and roared, casting a wave upon the shores of exis-
tence that drowned the realities of beings in divine outpour-
ings. Some, like pure soil, brought forth flowers and fragrant
herbs from this bounty, while others, like solid rock, remained
deprived of this gift - it had no effect and made no impression.

For the manifestation of grace and bounty depends on capacity.
If capacity is bestowed, a small bounty becomes the cause of
abundant good. Otherwise, endless bounty becomes the cause
of regret and loss. As thou observest, the rainfall upon barren
ground brings forth only thorns.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07394

To: Usku’i, Rahim et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

Ye two servants of the divine threshold! Beseech God for the
confirmations of self-sacrifice. May you be aided to hasten to
the field of martyrdom in His love and offer up your souls to
Him, the Single, the Beloved of all.

Consider how the hosts of martyrs gave up their lives in the
field of sacrifice. By God the One alone Beloved! Verily, the
call “Well done!” and again, “Well done” hath been raised by
the Concourse on High and the cry “Great is your blessedness,
doubly great your happiness!” is heard loud and clear from
within the realities of all created things.

Any soul who communes with holy ones will surely yearn for
this station with one hundred thousand times yearning. This
condition befitted the righteous and is a test of fire to the
wicked.
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Upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB07291

To: Mirza Abbas brother of Nurullah (Sanandaj) Hagiqi, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1903 ca.

O thou patient servant of the one true God! From what is re-
ported thou didst become the subject of suffering, tribulation
and the dispersal of thy belongings but what benefit there is
from having a comfortable and well ordered existence in this
world and thus what damage or loss is there in its commo-
tion and disturbance. Both states are not permanent both are
transitory. I beg of God that he may vouchsave to thee such a
tranquility that it is not followed by confusion and dispersal.

All that is and is not passes away and only that which is per-
manent and lasting is important and that will be possible for
thee by the assistance and loving providence of God. It is
also my hope that your external affairs will achieve order and
organisation.
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AB11945

To: Navvab, in Kushkak
Date: 1908 ca.

O pure-hearted servant of the Lord God! The nobles of the
world took the path of nothingness, while you trod the way of
the Ancient Beauty and took shelter in the shadow of the Most
Great Name. Every noble ultimately failed, but you, like an
unerring arrow, reached the goal.

This is sovereignty over both worlds, this is the bestowal of
the Lord God and the gift of heaven - eternal and everlasting.
Whatever is attributed to the Truth is beloved and desired,
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and is joined with eternality and immortality; and whatever
pertains to creation is ephemeral and transient, detested and
condemned.

Praise be to God, you are associated with the Sacred Threshold
and are known and recognized for your servitude at the Court
of Divine Unity. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07280

To: Mirza Muhammad, in Maraghih
Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of God! The dark owls oppress the white falcons and
stretch forth the hand of aggression, saying “Why do you seek
the heights of eternal glory and the arm of the sovereign? Be
a bird of ruins and make your nest and home in this desolate
place!”

The soaring falcon replies: “Though my wings are broken, I
will find my abode nowhere but in the divine rose garden, and
seek no refuge save in the meadow of truth. The oppression
and tyranny of the owls will end, but the nest in the placeless
realm is an eternal home and an everlasting blessing.”

For the sake of this faithfulness and purity, enduring such cru-
elty and tribulation is permitted. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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ABO07226

AB07666

To: Daughter of Ismullahul-Asdagq, in Mashhad
Date: 1903 ca.

O remnant of His Holiness the Martyr, son of the Martyr, upon
her be the Glory of God!

If you wish your illustrious father to praise you from the King-
dom of Mysteries and utter a hundred commendations in every
breath, and if you desire to be illumined by the manifest light
and benefit from the luminous moon, and to become a cher-
ished handmaiden at the Threshold of the Divine Unity and a
person of wisdom and discernment in the path of truth, be firm
and steadfast and render thanks unto God for this supreme
gift.

Convey my most glorious and most wondrous greetings to your
two honored daughters Gawhar Aqa and Vajdiyyih Khanum,
and to the mother of Aqa Azizu’llah and the son of Aqa Az-
izu’llah. 1 beseech God that they may ever be assisted and
confirmed.
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AB07226

To: Jamshid Mihrigan et al., in Mihdiabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye who have attained the court of the Lord! Your good
fortune and blessed destiny made you the dawning-place of the
light of guidance. The radiance of truth shone upon your sight
and insight until you became seeing, aware, mindful and near
to the threshold of the Lord God. The self-satisfied learned
ones were deprived of the bounties of God while you became
privy to the mysteries of the Lord. Behold how the chiefs,
through their extreme heedlessness, fell to the lowest ranks,
while those of the lowest ranks ascended to the seat of glory.
Indeed, the company of the proud fell to the lowest depths of
hell. Give thanks unto God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07486

AB12518

To: Yaqub Israili, in Rasht
Date: 1903 ca.

O descendant of His Holiness the glorious Abraham, refuge of
Israel! Jerusalem is the realm of the Glorious Lord. That
Jerusalem is heavenly, not earthly - it is spiritual and the
highest paradise, the Abha Kingdom and the supreme hori-
zon. Praise be to God that thou hast turned thy face toward
Jerusalem, traversed the wilderness and desert, entered the
Holy of Holies, and become the recipient of the favors of the
Lord of mankind.

Now thou must strive in Rasht until it becomes a meadow
and flower garden, until the light of the Countenance of the
Beloved shines forth and the sweet fragrance of the All-Merciful
wafts through, and it becomes like the precinct of heavenly
Jerusalem.

At present, service and servitude are most important, and the
guidance of souls takes precedence. The time for attainment to
His presence will come and obstacles will be entirely removed.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07486

To: Ataullah Khan Tabib, in Samarqand
Date: 1903 ca.

O physician of souls! Direct your blessed thoughts somewhat
toward the healing of hearts, and become a spiritual physician.
Completely forget the body and physical matters. Become
conscious, become heavenly, become merciful, become divine.

When you forget yourself, the illnesses and ailments that afflict
the body will also be forgotten. At that time, both spiritual
and physical healing will be attained, and health of body and
soul will both be realized.
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ABO7783

To: Mirza Aqa Hakim Farid, in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

I O my physician, O my beloved! I have grieved at your intense ,y.x.zj\ KA Cim B g Lo ab Lo
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ABO07366

AB07244

To: Muhammad Ibrahim in Shin (Shirz), in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! The effect of the pen of that steadfast one in
the Covenant caused spirit and fragrance. The contents were
wonderful and the meanings pleasant and sweet, for it indicated
the essence of guidance and told the story of the degrees of love
and affection.

Glory be to God! When the wine of utterance is nurtured in
the wine-cellar of the love of God, what a pleasant intoxication
it has and what joy and delight it stirs up! It bestows happiness
to the heart and freshness to the face and grants sweetness to
the countenance and eloquence to speech.

All this is from the wondrous bounty of the Abha Beauty, may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB07366

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

Date: 1903 ca.

O Haydar-i-Baha! The letter which you had written to the
captive of fidelity became known to this insignificant servant
of Baha. It gave the glad tidings of the spirituality of those
regions. This was very welcome news, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha has
made his breast the target of the arrow of tribulation night
and day so that detached souls, attracted beings, illumined re-
alities and dawning places of divine bounties might be gathered
together under the shade of the Divine Word.

O spiritual friend! Act in such a way as to illumine the dark-
ened world - and its illumination comes through divine char-
acteristics and behavior. God willing, may all be successful in
this.

The Book of Certitude was taken to America by Jinab-i-Yusuf
Khan.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO7277

To: Allah Quli Hamadani, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! Praise be to God, you have truly arranged
an assembly of supplication and devotion, and traversed the
desert in the field of the love of God, and with heart and soul
you desired to remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament. Well is it with you that you have turned toward
the Abha Kingdom and clung to the hem of greatness.

You and I and his honor Aqa Mirza Husayn are among the
servants of that Threshold and seekers of refuge at that Court.
Let us pray for one another and seek the greatest gift - that
we may arise to fulfill the divine counsels and in these days
become the recipients of endless confirmations.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07227

To: Heirs of Ali Muhammad Kashipaz, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O remnants of that favored servant of the divine threshold!
That bird of the meadow of guidance hath hastened to the
rose-garden of reality, and he hath left these companions as
his heritage that after his return to the divine homeland, ye
might irrigate the field he hath sown, arrange the flowers of true
understanding in the boulevard of his hopes and aspirations,
supplicate to the Kingdom of glory, and implore forgiveness on
his behalf.
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Therefore, ye should engage in prayer day and night, and be-
seech the Supplier of needs for His pardon and favor, that the
soul and spirit of that blessed one may rejoice and be full of
gladness at the grace of God.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07714

To: Marie A Watson, in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou whose breast is dilated with the Fragrances of God!
I received thy letter which showed thine advance toward the

Kingdom of God and thy sincere intentions in service to the
Cause of God.

O maid-servant of God! Verily, the weakness of body and its
strength do neither harm nor benefit; nay, rather the spirit
must be strong through the breath of the Holy Spirit, at this
time, so that it may apprehend the consummate wisdom which
is deposited in this great age.

I beg of God that He may increase joy and fragrance in thy
spirit, give thee power and strength, and that He may help
thee at every moment in faith and assurance. Verily my Lord
is powerful in all things!

Trust thou in the grace of thy Master and ask that which thou
wishest from His Name, the Clement, the Merciful. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.219-220
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ABO7673

AB07407

To: Firuzih daughter of Furud et al., in Yazd

Date: 1903 ca.

O ye two handmaidens near to the Divine Threshold! Your
letter was read and its contents brought joy. Observe the grace
and favor of the Blessed Beauty, how He guided those two
Zoroastrian handmaidens to the world of truth and how He
caused them to draw near His sacred threshold, so that each
might become a brilliant lamp and in this victorious day shed
the light that illumines the night, and might succeed in such
conduct and behavior as would guide the handmaidens of God.
May your souls be happy!
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ABO07673

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Ardistani Rafii
Date: 1903 ca.

O my divine friend! What you had written to the Khan was
noted. Indeed, the contents were sweet, for they indicated
steadfastness and firmness in love for the Manifest Light. Some
letters you had requested were written and sent.

Regarding yourself, you had asked about your duty. It would
be best for you to attend the classes of His Holiness Sadr-i-
Hamedani, the all-knowing one, to study the lessons of teaching
and commit to memory the divine proofs and evidences, so that
you may be able to adorn gatherings of guidance and open your
tongue with proof and argument. Then your secondary duty
will become clear.

;3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07564

AB07371

To: Ali Khan son of Husayn Khan
Date: 1903 ca.

O seeker of God! All creation speaks of God but seeks Him
not. They are prepared for the spiritual journey but walk it
not. They receive bounties from the clouds of mercy but grow
not, for they are black earth and barren salt-marsh - no matter

how much rain falls, no flowers or fragrant herbs will grow.

Praise be to God that you were a seeker and found; you were
thirsty and reached the sweet water; you were a searcher and
discovered what you sought; you were a wayfarer and reached
the Ka’bah of your desire. Give thanks to God, praise God,
that you may progress even further. Beware that you pay no
heed to the reproach of stranger or kin.

2 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07564

To: Aga Muhammad Hasan et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye who are near to the Divine Threshold!

Ibn-i-Abhar has expressed utmost gratitude for your consid-

eration and love, that indeed these friends arise to serve the
friends, and like candles they melt with the fire of the love of
God, they burn and create harmony, in the garden of divine
knowledge they sing with wondrous melodies and bring the
listeners into a state of joy and delight.

I beseech God that successive confirmations may reach you and
consecutive assistances be attained. May each of you become
a candle in the gathering of divine remembrance and a fruitful
tree in the garden of the love of the All-Merciful.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07498

AB07240

To: Gashtasb, Mihraban et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O servants of Truth! This weak servant, through the power of
the Spirit of confirmation, is occupied day and night with writ-
ing and expressing, and is intimately associated with thoughts
of the friends. The longing for the face and presence of the
friends and sensing their loving nature has so moved this dis-
placed one that he has become harmonious and in tune with
the birds of the meadow. Day and night he expresses humility
and supplication to the Peerless God and begs for forgiveness,
nurturing and comfort on their behalf. May your souls ever
remain the companion of the Beloved.
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AB07498

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of His Holiness Rida! Strive and endeavor to become
a servant of the All-Glorious. May the light of the bounty of
that Beloved of the horizons shine forth from your brow, and
may you become the cause of unity among the hearts of the
lovers. Become detached from every thought and removed from
every notion, that the cup of mysteries may overflow and the
heart be freed from every word and thought. Today, that which
draws one near to the threshold of grandeur is detachment
from the world of self and passion, purity of heart, sincerity
of intention, and faithfulness. When this bounty appears, the
fire of the love of God will blaze forth in such wise as to melt
the very liver of the horizons. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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ABO07237

To: Khabbaz, Mirza Mihdi et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye servants who have sacrificed yourselves for the Abha
Beloved! Adorn your meetings with the cause of teaching. Es-
tablish holy gatherings and spread the divine fragrances. En-
gage in speaking of the word of God so that your assemblies
may become dawning places of lights of guidance and your
home a hearth of purity and piety.

In this day the tree of all one’s aspirations is watered by the
bounty of teaching the Cause. Anyone whose lips open to
utter proofs of God, whose mouth makes mention of His many
evidences or who establishes meeting places for teaching the
Cause will receive inspiration from His unseen Kingdom and
be the recipient of the undoubted effulgences of the Lord.
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ABO7732

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Javad
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! Re-
joice thou in the light of guidance and the Most Great Guid-
ance and the most excellent Path. Verily thy Lord hath cho-
sen thee for entrance into this luminous garden, whose sweet-
scented fragrances have perfumed all regions. Therefore render
profuse thanks unto the Glorious Lord for this gift whose lights
are shining upon the horizons, and say:

“O Lord! Increase me in knowledge and faith and certitude,
and grant me power and authority, and bestow upon me proof
and evidence, that I may draw forth the hand of my power
from the breast of my heart, white for all to behold, and arise to
guide all the world with a speaking power which is the manifest
serpent that will swallow up the ropes of the veiled ones’ vain
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imaginings. Verily Thou art the Generous, and verily Thou
art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.”
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AB07430

To: Mulla Muhammad Ali Muallim
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou fragrant visitor! That which thou didst write to Jinab-
i-Khan was noted. Thou didst speak and thread pearls, and
praise be to God, thou didst sweep the house of the heart clean
of the straws and twigs of heedlessness and forgetfulness, and
in the school of love, from the Divine Teacher, thou didst learn
the lesson of affection.

The dream which thou didst see is evidence that through the
assistance and favor of the Abha Beauty thou wilt be confirmed
in servitude at the Divine Threshold, and the Cause of God
will soon achieve a wondrous spread. The fame of the Mani-
festation of the Sinai will encompass the world, and the dark
earth will become bright and illumined.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07685

To: Namdar Khudadad
Date: 1908 ca.

O faithful friend! People suppose that the greatest happiness
in this world is to obtain fame and renown. Yet this is but
a manifest illusion and an ephemeral fancy. After man has
hastened from this world to the next realm, of what benefit
are name and fame, and where can they be perceived? For
the kernel has departed and naught remains save the shell.
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Observe how deeply the people are immersed in an ocean of
vain imaginings!

Yes, name and fame are blessed, but only in the divine world;
reputation and renown are acceptable, but only in the King-
dom of God. For in that realm the name is identical with the
named, and the attribute is the very reality of that which is
described.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07182

To: Rida Quli Mirza
Date: 1903 ca.

My God, my Master, and my Protector in my distress, my
Helper in my dire need, and my Succorer in my trials! I call
upon Thee with a heart pulsating with Thy love and with eyes
fixed upon the Kingdom of Thy mercy, to make this servant
of Thine a sign of guidance among all peoples and a word of
God-consciousness among the chosen ones.

2 O Lord! Hlumine his sight with the witnessing of all Thy signs,
strengthen his resolve to serve Thee among the God-fearing,
grant him a way out in all matters, make easy for him all
that is difficult, and strengthen him with the hosts of divine
inspiration that he may guide mankind to the fountain of life
in the garden of good-pleasure and the paradise of the heart.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.
There is no God but Thee, the Single One, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Merciful.
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AB07418

To: Rustam Ardishir (Bombay) et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O friends! O truthful ones! Though you are on earth, you have
entered the heavenly school and learned your lessons from the
Teacher of the love of God. You have turned to truth and
heard the call of the Simurgh from the Mount Qaf of Reality.
You became attracted to the divine fragrances and acquired
the light of infinite bounty.

You received this gift freely, so freely give it away - that is,
arise with heart and soul to guide the people of clay and water.
Perhaps through the downpour of the cloud of guidance they
will blossom like flowers in this garden of oneness and spread
sweet fragrance.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07599

To: Tafrishi, Mirza Fadlullah father of Mirza Nasrullah
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou old friend! Think not that thou art forgotten for a
moment or effaced from memory for a breath. Thou art ever
present with me, secure in thy place and present in the gather-
ing. In truth thou hast shown forth steadfastness and demon-
strated an unwavering persistence, proving faithful to the Sa-
cred Threshold. Thou didst not forget the Blessed Beauty and
didst not give ear to every bewildered soul.

I am pleased with thee, and I beseech God that He may provide
the means whereby thou mayest be delivered from this state of
melancholy and sacrifice both soul and substance in the path
of truth, becoming the chief among those who are enraptured
and the banner of those who would give their lives.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08220

To: Mulla Ali Urumi, in Anar
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God! Give thanks unto
God that He hath bestowed upon thee the power of insight
whereby thou didst behold His most great signs, and granted
thee the faculty of hearing whereby thou didst hearken unto His
call. Without any merit on thy part, He made His abundant
grace to encompass thee, and without any capacity in thee, He
caused His manifest bounty to perfect thee.

Night and day thou must occupy thyself with the praise and
glorification of the Desired One. And since tarrying in that
place is difficult and arduous and hard, travel thou to the re-
gions of the Caucasus, that perchance thou mayest become the
cause of guidance to souls.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08402

To: Ali Akbar et al., in Bavil
Date: 1908 ca.

My dearly loved friends! Behold the bounty and grace of
the All-Glorious Lord, and observe His loving-kindness and
bestowal: the friends are in the realm of Adhirbayjan, while
this servant of Baha is in the clime of Canaan. The distance
between is many thousand leagues. Nevertheless, the spiritual
bonds are firm and the light of divine oneness guides the way.

Therefore, we must all embrace one another and, angel-like,
circle round the Throne of the All-Merciful, spending our hours
in glorification and praise. By spiritual circumambulation is
meant heart attachment, inner attraction, expansion of breasts,
revival of spirit, and the enkindling of the fire of the love of
God.
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AB08049

To: Rustam Hidayati, in Bombay
Date: 1903 ca.

- O Lord! Thy grief-stricken servant has beseeched this lowly e ) 3} Odesys fody SNylds gl 1
one to worship at Thy divine threshold and seek pardon and RPN IR ogju\j § o 5 el
forgiveness, that Thou mayest immerse the father, mother and 5L , I (‘{ iy e b ﬂu

sister of this pure-hearted one in the ocean of Thy forgiveness. J‘)L/T P SU o Al

Sl & s
O Kind Lord! Sin is as the darkness of night, while Thy pardon s 5 Cul Jb 2 Olas OL 4 s I 2
and forgiveness are as rays of light. In the presence of brilliant K b Skl 5 505 b Ll5l 5, Cii2
light, what effect can the darkness of the earthly realm have? Wb sl sy L 5 a4l > Sk ‘H.c

And in the presence of the sun, what power can shadows pos- 3l Ko 4
sess?

Thou art the All-Forgiving, the Bestower, the Kind, the Re- okt )5 5 Ol g 022 4 y4ab 35 3
splendent. YARP2.295 p.242
ABO07945

To: Mashhadi Yusuf Milani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Hafiz of Shiraz says: Jg,.{,« olpd Bl o) e fos (61 1
“The lost Joseph shall return to Canaan, grieve not, gy V_p Sl ,g 54 s 5 2
The house of sorrows shall one day become a rose garden, grieve By Okl Sy, 5 Ol #aK 3
not.”
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i T beseech God that thou mayest shine forth in the Egypt of 5 5 3K s PAPIRE s fih,ﬂ fus 5
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familiar with the holy fragrances and intimate with the men-
tion of the Best-Beloved, turned toward the Abha Kingdom
and expectant of the appearance of the favors of my Lord, the
Most Exalted. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08340

To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain et al., in Khurasan
Date: 1903 ca.

I O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! As far as ye are able, bind fast , sy cdl die a3lg b o Llae 0L
the cord of fellowship, and from the love of one another be | Qs sl 5l (,\q, Ogr ;& Q;;_)\
ye filled to overflowing like unto a brimming cup, so that the
lamp of essential unity may shine forth through these manifold ] ~
vessels and cast its rays abroad, and spiritual progress may be =~ <% sl 3 s ’Jj\"‘ Fu 2 f’f oH
achieved for all souls. 355 ol 4 gime S35

2 If ye desire nearness to the threshold of the One God, ye must Y S, Al Al C’:_,\,\ ‘K); ;.,:\:j f\ =
acquire the character of a single being, become as one spirit PO &3 Ky &S Ny i
and one heart. Let each sacrifice himself for the other, that joy ~. ', - = .
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ABO08035

To: Aga Mirza Habibullah Rafsanjani, in Mashhad
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou beloved of Abdu’l-Baha! The afflictions and tribula-
tions which you formerly endured, and the cup of woe which
you tasted, are all known and evident....

The Blessed Beauty, in one of His Tablets, on a certain occasion
inscribed this verse of Ibn-i-Farid:

“Willingly I submit to a judge who, amazingly in his decree,

Pronounced my blood lawful to shed both within and without
the sanctuary.”

5 The meaning in Persian is this: “O Lord, make that judge
content who gave the verdict for the shedding of this wanderer’s
blood both within and without the sanctuary of the Kaaba,
while even hunting is forbidden in the sacred precinct. Yet that
wretched one was so hard of heart that he made this servant’s
blood lawless both within and without the sanctuary.”
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To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.
O servant of the All-Merciful! Olay *eds (!

Pure is thy soul and pure is thy heart, for thou hast become
detached from the world of water and clay, hast set thy heart
upon another realm, hast turned to God in worship, hast
joined the friends of the Lord, and art freed from the bonds of
strangers.

Thou wert an intimate friend, seeing and speaking. When the
rays of the Sun shone forth, thou didst behold the light of truth
and hear the melody of the angel.

Thou hast cut thy heart loose from attachment to this dust-
heap and soared to the heights of the love of God. Be thou
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happy, be thou happy, and ever strive against self and desire.

May thy soul be happy!
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ABO08117

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1903 ca.

O descendants of the servant of the threshold of Baha! Give
thanks unto God that ye were born of pure loins and sanctified
wombs. Ye have drunk from the breast of the love of God

and been nurtured in the embrace of the knowledge of God.

Assuredly ye will appreciate the value of this bounty and will
arise in thanksgiving for this mercy.

Through God’s grace, it is hoped that ye will become flowers
and fragrant herbs in the Abha Paradise, put forth colorful
blossoms, yield sweet fruits, and remain safe and protected
beneath the shelter of God’s preservation and protection.
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AB07944

To: Asadullah Davudi Saidus-Sultan, in Tabriz
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou servant of the Abha Beauty! When the celestial Lion
rushed forth from the forest of the All-Merciful, He let out such
a mighty roar that the sly foxes of ignorance and the cunning
jackals, stained with the dye of deceit, fled the field. They
then began to plot and conspire, raised the dust of cruelty and
malice, and abased themselves to the depths of degradation,
and now bewail and lament in the remoteness of obscurity and
extinction.
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Leave them, therefore, in their corner of oblivion. They are
“those who forget God, and whom He hath therefore caused
to forget their own selves”. Surely they are a people, evil, in
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grievous loss! Upon thee be greetings and praise. *
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#52

To: Abdur-Rahim son of Ali Muhammad Kashipaz, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou servant of God! The infinite bounties of God bear
witness to the supplication and imploring of ‘Abdu’l-Baha each
morning. Thus would every soul who is alert and engaged
in prayer and communion obtain a portion of this spiritual
outpouring each dawn.

The soul must needs be suppliant to God and perform the
obligatory prayers, so that all may be revived with the blessed
fragrances wafting from the gardens of loving providence, so
that all may obtain a new spirit of life and the reality of man
may become the mirror of the effulgences of the All Merciful.
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AB08289

To: Nayyir, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O Nayyir! Praise God that the light of guidance shines from
thy brow and the radiance of the bounty of the Abha Beauty is
manifest and evident in thy countenance. Adorn the gatherings
for teaching and kindle the great lamp of guidance. Be thou

refreshing water for the thirsty and a spirit of joy for the dead.

Give the divine wine to those intoxicated with God and give
glad tidings of witnessing and attaining the presence of the
Abha Beauty in the Supreme Concourse to His lovers.
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2 I swear by thy precious life that the sun is setting and I have
no more time to write. God willing, purely for your sake, I will
write after sunset or tomorrow.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08350

To: Sarah Gertrude Harris, in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art attracted by the perfumed Breath of God!

Verily I have read thy last letter which shows the kindling of
the Fire of the Love of God in thy heart. Especially pleased
was I with thy persistence in the service of God’s Cause with all
thy strength. I certainly pray to God that He draw thee nearer
unto the threshold of His Holiness so that thou mayest accom-
pany ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the servitude of the Divine Majesty and
in the worship of the magnanimous Lord before Whom I have
no other function but supplication unto Him and the consecra-
tion of my Virgin Self unto His glorious Kingdom.

O handmaiden of God! Be thou a shareholder with me in my
servitude to God the Reality and supplicate thou and conse-
crate thy virgin soul unto His Great Might.

Upon thee be greeting and commendation.
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AB08334

To: Kiyamarz son of Bahman et al., in Yazd
Date: 1903 ca.

O divine friends! Just now your esteemed letter was read and
I became occupied with thoughts of you.
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2 The Lord of all worlds has, in this age and time, placed a
crown upon the head of the Persians whose brilliant jewel is
the gift of the Abha Beauty. And even if you were to open
a hundred tongues at every moment to offer thanks for this
supreme bestowal, you would surely fall short, for “this is of
God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth,
and God is the possessor of great bounty.”
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To: Daughter of Ismullahul-Asdag
Date: 1903 ca.

O handmaiden of God! They offer praise beyond description
of you, that praise be to God, you are a flame from the fire
of the love of God and a servant of the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful. You bear the burdens of the friends and willingly
shoulder the difficulties of the loved ones. You are illumined
and merciful, spiritual and heavenly.

This praise brings the utmost joy, for praise be to God, His
Holiness the embodied Spirit who has attained the Supreme
Companion, the title of the Name of God the Most Truthful,
has left such a leaf as a memorial who sacrifices her soul and
endures the difficulties of the divine friends.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO08067

To: Hasan son of Haji Muhammad et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye two pure-hearted brothers! When your loving uncle ar-
rived in this land, he remembered you two brothers and re-
quested this letter be written. Observe how kind he is, that
in this realm he has remembered his friends and relatives and
forgotten himself. This is the utmost love and evidence of be-
stowed grace.

> Know ye the value of this kindness and ever strive to gladden
his heart, that ye may become manifestations of the aid and
favor of His Holiness the One, and attain unto the Kingdom of
the All-Merciful.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB08244

To: Mihraban Jamshid Parsi
Date: 1903 ca.

O Mihraban! Thou art full of loving-kindness, thou art a lumi-
nous horizon, thou art a fragrant musk-pod! A proof of this is
that thou hast kindled the fire of love, thou hast burned away
the veil of vain imaginings, and thou hast illumined the heart
with the light of the countenance of that Beauty of the assem-
bly, and with the sweet fragrance of the love of God thou hast
made the nostrils of the friends to be perfumed with musk. In
thankfulness for the favors of the one true God, be thou lov-
ing towards both friend and stranger, and as far as thou art
able, be a loving companion to every broken-hearted one, and
become the cause of joy and gladness to every depressed soul.
This is the condition of loving-kindness. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB12822

AB08060

To: Mirza Khalil Tabib
Date: 1903 ca.

O Khalil, Khalil, Khalil! In the Arabic tongue, this word sig-
nifieth a true friend, and it was for this reason that Abraham
was given this title. It is derived from khullat, which meaneth
intense love. God willing, this name shall descend from heaven
as a Manifestation of Names, and this quality shall find com-
plete expression and absolute realization in the essence of thy
heart.

The purport of thy letter was a prayer to be made a sacrifice.
Yet the utmost desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is that He might sacrifice
Himself for the friends and offer up His life in love for the loved
ones of God. I hope that both thou and I may hasten to the
place of sacrifice in this path.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

w}JLg)Lg,JJ‘)JJJ»JJ,J“LL;\
Ou\)u\fﬂw;ul’ wl’)\w-'\‘-’f
‘_f‘} dLMAH o dj\l 9\.:“\“)@.1:.4 &\;LA\
Sl g 53 B o 3 gl s s

J}CJA\?

Ay o 18 5 G oy o sKe Dpeiae
Ok sl & ) 53l e 1 sl
A Gladle A Oligs Cot s 355
o oy o 53 338 55 o0 & Slpkel

e e s

CPF.274, KASH.350

AB12822

To: Muhammad Salih Rafsanjani
Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of Baha! Praise be to God that thou hast reached the
luminous Shrine, inhaled the holy fragrances from the blessed
earth, prostrated thyself upon the sacred dust of that Thresh-
old, and raised thy voice in prayer and supplication to the
Kingdom of the All-Merciful.

The signs of this pilgrimage must needs be manifest upon thy
brow, and the rays of this spiritual bounty must shine forth in
that region. At such a time thou must array the spiritual hosts
for battle and, with the sword of proof, conquer the hearts.
Kindle the fire of the love of God and burn away the veils of
doubt.
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ABO08319

Be thou confirmed by the unseen legions, and upon thee be
glory and praise.
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AB08084

To: Salmani, Mirza Muhammad et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O my two faithful friends! Your letter was received and its
contents were understood. Every tribulation, every hurt and
calamity that befalls us in the service of the Prince of Faith-
fulness and on the path towards His City, is verily as sweet as
immortality itself and of the most great bounty. The lovers of
the Ancient Beauty who suffer oppression and inequity, pain
and sorrow in the path of the Well-Beloved are tasting the
greatest bounty for these are the food of heart and soul.

But the oppressor, as it says in the Qur’an, will receive eternal
punishment and the torture of fire: “Save us, O God from
the torment of the Fire”* In time it shall be seen how the
oppressed one shall be raised to honor and the oppressor will
be reduced to eternal loss and affliction.

Upon you both be greetings and praise.
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ABO08319

To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar
Date: 1903 ca.

O my faithful friend! Your recent writing with its sublime verse
and sweet poetry has arrived. How eloquent and articulate it is,
and how lofty, sufficient and complete is its content! Especially
this verse:

“From His Most Holy Court, Jadhdhab seeks assistance

4Qur’an 2:201.
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AB09095

That he may attain forever the paradise of His good-pleasure”

O thou who drawest hearts! Since these verses are purely in
praise of the Blessed Beauty, thou hast attracted ‘Abdu’l-Baha
with these flowing poems. Truly thou art an attractor! I hope
that in praise and glorification of the Most Glorious Beauty
thou wilt open such speech that thou mayest become the mag-
net of existence and the attractive force in both the seen and
unseen realms. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09095

To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1903 ca.

O Kind Lord! Thou hast raised up that maidservant who
stirred hearts on the Day of Resurrection, poured the wine
of joy into her mouth, and mingled truth and love like honey
and sugar.

At this moment she is the companion of the angels of the high-
est heaven, hath heard the melody of the hidden Herald, and
hath fallen into the ocean of Thy forgiveness and pardon.

O God! Forgive her and bestow Thy favors upon her, make
her the companion of prayers and supplications in that other
world, and cause her to partake of the cup of bounty at the
feast of meeting with Thee.

Thou art the Kind Lord, and Thou art the Peerless One in
both worlds.
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AB11976

AB11978

To: Lutfullah, in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O son of my dear father! Your revered father’s radiant coun-
tenance shines bright in the horizon of the Lord’s mercy, and
you too are observed by the glances of the All-Merciful’s eye.
God willing, like your father you will be blessed by divine fa-
vors and will remain firm and steadfast in God’s Cause until
your last breath.

Do not think that you will be forgotten for a moment - we are
always thinking of you and seeking divine confirmation and
success for you. May God assist you and strengthen you and
grant you long life and success.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11976

To: Qaim Baba brother of Javad Usku’i, in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of Baha! How wonderful, how wonderful that you
have turned to the manifest light and drunk from the foun-
tain of certitude and attained unto true certainty and achieved
recognition of the Lord God and been confirmed in receiving
the gift of the Forgiver.

You had hoped for a visit - this intention and resolve is most
praiseworthy. However, if there were no obstacles, the Holy
Land is in turmoil these days. God willing, you will be granted
permission at the appointed time.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12616

ABO08970

To: Mirza Rida, in ITvughli
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind friend! Praise be to God that thou art designated by
the name of contentment (Rida) and art content in thy heart
with His decree.

The station of contentment is among the most exalted of sta-
tions, and the state of resignation is among the most excellent
of states. As far as thou art able, be content and resigned, and
commit all to God. Seek none but His face, follow none but His
path, and speak naught but His praise, so that thou mayest be-
come the tranquil soul, content and well-pleasing, and become
accepted and beloved at the Threshold of His Oneness.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12616

To: Mazil Sahib Lahistani, in Qum
Date: 1903 ca.

O generous friend, Mr. Magzel! Give thanks to God that you
traveled from Poland to Iran and established your residence
in that land. This became the cause of Mazel’s perfection
and he received an abundant share of eternal life in the divine
Kingdom. I hope that the ancient bounty will descend upon
you like a pouring rain and that you will become so enkindled
with the fire of the love of God that you will illumine future
centuries and ages.
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AB12621

AB08899

To: Musa Ahari, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

O Musa! Be thou a shepherd of humanity, and upon Mount
Sinai and in the illumined Vale, witness the revelation of the
Sovereign of Manifestation. The effulgence of truth hath be-
stowed upon all regions a radiance beyond description, made
hearts the centers of divine inspirations, and rendered souls the
source of spiritual mysteries. It hath cast tumult into minds,
opened the gates of joy upon hearts, and granted the bounty
of presence. As far as thou art able, spread abroad these glad-
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AB12621

To: Ali Asghar Shirazi, in Tihran

Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b

That which thou hadst written was noted. Although I was
mindful of thee, I became even more mindful of thee, and I
became more grateful and delighted by thy services to the loved
ones of God. Praise be to God that the light of service shineth
from thy brow and the radiance of servitude gleameth from thy
countenance.

It behooveth thee to render thanksgiving at the Threshold of
Oneness that such a confirmation hath been destined for thee.
Pass thy days in the company of that learned one who is de-
tached, devoted and suppliant. This is the cause of drawing
near to the Court of Grandeur.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09069

AB08644

To: Muhammad Rida Ibn Sina, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be not grieved, neither
let thy heart be saddened. God willing, things shall unfold
exactly as thy heart and soul desire. Exercise some patience
and forbearance until the agitation of the hostile ones sub-
sides somewhat and the authorities become assured. Then
once again it shall be the same feast, the same pure wine and
chalice, the same rose garden with its roses and tulips.

The answer to the question was written before, and surely it
has reached thee by now. Its time will come again.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

35 Oats Gile 0532 Olg s b )
el Ol 5 ds LSJJJT{ sl A5 Ll
ARG B L Gb e o8 o2 asls
o sl s 255 Sl Olyde Jol Olom
Ol 5 ey OB 5L Bl Wyd Chekas
5 £ 0le s ol i€ 0le 5 dly s Lo
4V

It bl o2 03 dis Ol i )
el sl 5l 2B edem

;T.:.:J\} '&;;;J\ She o

INBA84:407

AB09069

To: Mary Harris, in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art young in years but great in gifts! I have chanted
thy prayer unto God and was gladdened by its meanings which
indicate thine excessive love for God, thy great longing for the
Kingdom of God, and thine intense attraction to the fragrances
of God.

I beseech God to make thee speak in praise of His Most Glo-
rious Beauty - such praise as would astound the minds of the
eloquent and confound the thoughts of the learned - and to
make thee a sign of His bounty among the maidens and a lamp
of His love shining upon all hearts and spirits.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08708

AB08990

To: Spear, Artie et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art turning toward the Kingdom of God!

I have read thy letter of eloquent composition. I beg of God to
make thee fluent in tongue, pure in heart, strong in spirit, sev-
ered in heart from all else save God, and occupied in the praise
of God, to continue in prayer and supplication unto God, to
be humble, meek, spiritual, free from the earthly world and its
concerns, and awakened to the Kingdom and its Manifestation.
Verily thy Lord is powerful in all things.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.
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ABO08708

To: Rustam son of Bahram et al., in Yazd
Date: 1903 ca.

O two faithful servants of the peerless Lord! Give thanks unto
God that on this triumphant day you have become moths to
the brightly-burning candle and have been consumed by the
world-enkindling fire of love. Through the radiance of the Sun
of Guidance, your faces were illumined, the veil of heedlessness
was burned away, your eyes were shut to all save the Truth, and
in the school of God you learned your lessons and studies.

This is the bounty of the Lord of Creation and the radiation of
the Sun in the heaven of worship and praise. May your souls
be gladdened!
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ABO08571

ABO08552

To: Dr Muhammad Salih, in Eqypt
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! Do not become dejected, withered and hope-
less due to the abundance of debts and loans. Praise be to God,
the dawn of hope has broken and the doors of expectation have
opened before the faces of the loved ones. All affairs are in the
hand of the Power that “doeth whatsoever He willeth.” None
can withhold when He bestoweth, and none can bestow when
He withholdeth.

Put thy trust in God and seek assistance and grace from the
Most Glorious Beauty. Verily, He will aid thee through the
treasures of His Kingdom, the wealth of His Dominion, and
the riches of His Realm. He is the Mighty, the Generous, the
Powerful, the All-Bestowing.
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ABO08571

To: Mashhadi Husayn Qazving, in Iran
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of Baha! Praise be to God that thou hast been deliv-
ered from the bitterness of the great city and hastened to Iran.
Jinab-i-Yunis Khan is present and engaged in service, familiar
with servitude at the Threshold of the One. Give thanks to
God that thou hast a noble son at the Sacred Threshold who
is ever the cause of thy being mentioned at that Court. This is
a great bounty and a conspicuous gift in the world of creation.

Pray that day by day he may increase in sincerity and detach-
ment, and that at every moment he may be more successful
than before. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08595

ABO08718

To: Bihjat, Mihraban et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye two who are associated with the Supreme Threshold!
Jinab-i-Ardeshir, like a lion, made his way to the luminous
forest and, like a fierce lion, reached these thickets. In this
wilderness he roared, and at the Supreme Threshold he of-
fered worship, and on your behalf he beseeched forgiveness and
sought pardon. We implore the kind Lord that his needs may
be fulfilled and his supplications be answered at the threshold
of the Lord of Signs. And upon you both be greetings and
praise.
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ABO08595

To: Biman Khudadad
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! The Absolute Bounty hath filled the world
of humanity like unto the Cup of Jamshid, and hath summoned
all peoples to the call of the Most Great Gift, that they may
become intoxicated with the wine made ready at the Divine
Festival, and attain unto joy and felicity.

How blessed is the soul who hath drunk a draught from the
Chalice of the Covenant, who hath been transported in rap-
ture and delight, who hath arisen in servitude at the Holy
Threshold, and who hath become a partner and participant
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in service at the Court of Oneness.

May thy soul be well-pleased!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Lle LA Ol e 2 3 tedy (&
o Ly ool w5 358 S o pls
53 #oslal fosl 3 St 3y S Cange
5 &S Gleold 5 550 Cae e Bl

b p 4l K
Lig ol faly ) Qe m K 2 L
Ot Ol Sy g Ml b s 4
5 Kt el o s Cass 23 5 Cels

A sl lae o

sl s il

YARP2.596 p.418

165


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-369.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-424.html

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

ABO08872

ABO08581

To: Hurmuzdiyar Ibn Bahram
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty!

Bahram is a shining star, but from this radiance the purpose of
spiritual ones is not achieved and the desire of the Baha’is is not
fulfilled, for the luminosity of Bahram is visible in the darkness
of night, but behold how the faces of the friends of God shine
in the world-illumining day. Consider what a difference there
is between that which shines in the night and this which is
brilliant and radiant in the day! Therefore, praise God that
thy face is resplendent and effulgent with the light of guidance.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08872
To: Jalal Shirazi
Date: 1908 ca.
O thou who art attracted to the Most Great Name! rE.;\ (w\ Ogae gl

Thy faith and certitude in the Day-Star of the horizons, and
thy firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament
at the Threshold of the Day-Star of effulgence, are accepted
and beloved. Praise God that thou hast been assisted and
confirmed with such a bounty, and hast become the recipient
of such a favor. This hidden pearl and treasured gem is the
ornament of the crown of the people of the Kingdom. Know
thou its worth and value, and arise in thanksgiving.

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08699

ABO08678

To: Jamshid Mihraban
Date: 1903 ca.

O Jamshid! It is said that Jam possessed a cup in his hand that
revealed the world and was set with jewels. Every morning
he would gaze into that goblet like a mirror and unveil the
mysteries of the realm. This is a tale and tradition, a story
and discourse of historians.

But if thou desirest the world-revealing cup, it is the pure heart
wherein the mystery of the Self-Sufficing Lord appears manifest
and evident in that brilliant mirror. That cup is adorned with
the gems of the love of God, therefore it is resplendent and
luminous. May thy soul be happy!
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AB08699

To: Khurshid
Date: 1908 ca.

O Khurshid! The radiance of a physical star illumines the
material world, but the light of the divine stars renders the
spiritual realm all-merciful. The true light is the ray of the
Sun of Reality which leads the human world from the abyss of
imperfection to the highest summit of perfection, bestows the
spirit of life upon the lifeless and barren earth, and adorns it
with various flowers and fragrances.

I beseech God that through the bounty of the Most Great One
and the grace and mercy of the Supreme Concourse, the garden
of hearts may be so adorned as to become the envy of the most

verdant garden and the object of jealousy of the Paradise of
Abha.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08810

AB08953

To: Mother of Abdu’l-Muhammad Najjar
Date: 1903 ca.

O assured leaf! Do not be sorrowful over the death of your , _ils ):& PRRUT IR Ceakae *44y5 ) 1

son and do not weep. Do not grieve and do not be distressed,
for that nightingale has flown to the most glorious rose garden
and that yearning one has hastened to the assembly where the
Luminary of the horizons manifests itself.

That one who was thirsting for the sweet waters of the Eu-
phrates has entered the eternal ocean of divine favors. If you

Blete O 5 38 a8 Mo 2K
Cald Gbl é;. Qe

5 JF 5 e )ls Cangs 1y ) §1 S

love him, be patient and forbearing - nay rather, offer praise o el s :
e P 8 - nay ’ P eﬂé:&é)ﬁu&%{uﬁ%kﬂ
and thanksgiving that he has attained to such a great victory .
& -a .
and manifest bounty. A (B e
ADMS#161 BSHN.140.347, BSHN.140.363, BSHN.144.345,
BSHN.144.361, MHT1b.020a, MHT1b.206

To: Mr Firuzih
Date: 1903 ca.

O Firuzih of radiant jewel! The jewelers believe that turquoise
is a precious gem, superior to, better than and more pleasing
than any other gem in purity. Now it appears that they are
correct, right and accurate in this opinion, for our Firuzih is
from the mine of divine bounty, and all the friends praise and
extol his refinement, declaring him to be regal and lustrous.

Praise be to God, he is from the mine of the love of God and
from the quarry of the knowledge of God. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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ABO08554

ABO08587

To: Muhammad Mirza
Date: 1903 ca.

O seeking, finding servant of God! You have traversed the
wilderness of search and striven mightily. You investigated the
mystery of reality until the light of guidance shone forth and
the fountain of knowledge gushed forth. The eye of certainty
began to flow and the truth of certainty was attained. The
manifest light became visible and the lifeless spirit became the
fire of the burning bush. The mystery of existence became
apparent and the reality of witnessing threw off its veil.

Therefore, give thanks and adopt a way and conduct that will
make you a unique servant of the one God, estranged from self
and desire. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB08554

To: Muhammad Taqi Khan
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou servant of God! Hold thou firmly to the hem of the
garment of righteousness and piety and to the utmost of thy
ability seek thy illumination from the Concourse on High, from
the Lamp of Guidance.

The stars shining in the firmament of the all-Merciful are char-
acterised by this blessing of divine guidance. Unless the candle
of faith shines in the globe of righteousness its lights cannot be
resplendent, its brilliance cannot spread far and wide. If one
places a light beneath a metal lid its lights will be extinguished
but when it shines under a crystal globe its beams are able to
illumine the horizons of the world.
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ABO08597

ABO08516

To: Taj Bagum
Date: 1903 ca.

O handmaid of God! Glad tidings! For in this divine Cycle
women will soon gallop in the arena of men. In America, the
clamor of the handmaids of the All-Merciful has shaken the
very foundations. Behold what is happening!

It is therefore evident how the honored women in the blessed
homeland of the Holy Land must occupy themselves with
supreme spirituality, mighty sanctification, wondrous detach-
ment, purity of heart, refinement of soul, and sheer luminosity.
I hope they will succeed in this.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08597

Date: 1908 ca.

O true servant of God! Gird up thy loins, set firm thy steps,
exert a mighty effort, and enter the plane of sacrifice. Be swift
in the path of God and seek an abode loftier than the heavens.
The fleet-footed charger is at the ready, the vast arena is beck-
oning, the ball of good fortune is in play, and the mallet of
divine confirmation is at hand. It is time to spur on thy steed
and carry away the prize from the field of play. “I do as bidden
and bring the message.” Make haste, make haste, for time is
short and the minstrel’s melody is nearing its end. If, at this
feast, thou dost not clap thy hands, beat the drum, lift up thy
voice, and sing out the songs of joy, when wilt thou then know
blissful rapture and heavenly intoxication?

BRL__ATE#099, MNYA.185
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AB09319

AB09339

To: Jamshid Tirandaz, in Bombay
Date: 1903 ca.

O God! O Compassionate Lord! Jamshid Tirandaz hath
winged his flight to Thy rose garden, that, like unto the birds
of the meadow, he may raise his voice and sweet melodies in
the garden of oneness, offering praise unto Thee, and seeking
repose beneath the tree of hope.

O Thou Bestower! Make that blessed friend to shine like unto
a star in the East of bounty and forgiveness, and cause him to
appear bright and manifest like unto the radiant moon. Thou
art the Bestower, the Kind, Thou art the Forgiving, the Lord.

oy N dedear Ob e ol ylde () 1
A g ke 5 a8l 3l 5 ol K
Jf’-}" JA,L"" -'\:,v“ CaP.')J "%Lw BER)

BE) e)t.w Asle \) bu\-:’"} )L.'. QTo.L.’L& 6\ :
@ Opr o W oty o)y ol g i jsls
Ol 5 odiz 35 Lep 0L 5 2y, 0L

Q‘J}p.’\?j/\ L;j}

YARP2.364 p.290

AB09319

To: Bagir Mahir et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1903 ca.

O Bagqir! Thou art triumphant over the self, pure in heart,
seeing with clear vision, and present in spirit. Well is it with
thee, for thou hast found thy way from multiplicity to the One
True God, hast been delivered from the veils of error, hast
reached the fountainhead of life, hast drunk from the cup of
supreme guidance, and hast been blessed with this mighty gift.

Therefore, adopt such a way and manner of conduct that thou
mayest become the cause of guidance to others. Upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB09129

AB09642

To: Muhammad Ali Darbandi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1903 ca.

Your faith and certitude are confirmed, and your recognition
and knowledge are verified. And as the believer from among
Pharaoh’s people who concealed his faith said: “Will ye slay a
man because he saith, my Lord is God?”

This concealment is greater than open acknowledgment, for
therein lies infinite wisdom. Among other things, he can en-
gage in service, establish bonds of fellowship with everyone,
and with the utmost spirituality make strangers into friends.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09129

To: Shamsul-Hukama, in Khurasan
Date: 1903 ca.

...O thou who art endowed with insight and vision, who art
cognizant of the hidden secret and the guarded symbol in the
Tablets of God, the Self-Subsisting: Ponder upon the reality of
things and how the people have remained heedless of this man-
ifest light. Verily the East hath dawned, and the West hath
been illumined by the praised Star. The people in distant lands
are entering in throngs beneath the extended shade and are be-
ing gathered beneath the unfurled Standard. Yet the realm of
Iran, the Dawning-Place and Orient of the Sun of the horizons,
remaineth until now beneath veils and clouds. In this there is
indeed perplexity for those possessed of understanding....
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AB09466

AB09533

To: Mihraban Bahram Biman Maryamabads
Date: 1903 ca.

O Mihraban! The Zoroastrian friends are heavenly souls who
have received their portion and share of tribulations, sedition
and tests in Yazd and its surroundings. They have endured
injuries, heard reproaches, witnessed persecution and encoun-
tered a thousand forms of hardship. Assuredly, they have an
abundant portion from this cup of bounty and a praiseworthy
share of this wine of faithfulness. Through God’s grace and
favor, remain hopeful. May your soul be joyous.
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AB09466

To: Wife of Mirza Husayn et al., in Miyanduab
Date: 1903 ca.

I O beloved handmaidens at the threshold of the Divine Unity!
‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicates at the Divine Threshold with utmost
lowliness and pleading, begging for heavenly aid and bounty,
that ye may be crowned with His most great gift and become
the recipients of His endless favors. Upon you be greetings and
praise.

2 O handmaids of the All-Merciful! Although the letter is writ-
ten collectively and briefly, yet the profound meaning of these
very words “beloved handmaidens” is sufficient, and for all else
“We shall increase the reward of those who do good.” I hope
that day by day ye may become ever dearer in the Court of
the Blessed Beauty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Tdlae Codel o5 Olye OpS
50 by sk 8 LS o
3438 Slhe oS o b a8 Sl
5 Eel) (S s a5 Ol S s

C@’tén

¢2, 1@';;1@ b o p el sll L o
DS *ak o Joade Glas dy onof
O] A ale y Cl WS Ol e
332000 Sl Il oS5 55 § 1!

x3,5 e

MKT7.106

173


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-386.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-110.html

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

AB09390

AB09407

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1903 ca.

O namesake of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude, think not that you
are forgotten for a moment. I remember you constantly and
beseech God that we both may succeed in fulfilling the require-
ments of this glorious name, so that outwardly and inwardly,
in word and in meaning, in speech and in deed, in essence and
in form, in nature and in identity, we may be confirmed in
servitude at the Sacred Threshold. That is, that we may arise
to conduct ourselves in such a way as to be acceptable at the
threshold of that King of Kings.

2 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09390

To: Aga Mirza Zaman, in Tihran
Date: 1908 ca.

O Zaman! Transform space into spacelessness and divide not
time. Seek everlasting life and desire endless joy. This bounty
will appear when the divine illumination enlightens the heart,
and illumination depends upon spirituality - that is, when you
become freed from physical limitations, divest yourself of hu-
man conditions, and become a heavenly angel, the mercy of all
worlds, and the gift of spiritual beings. Upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB09366

AB09236

To: Mashhadi Akbar, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the True One! From what is known, thou art
like unto the stars rising from the dawning-place of humility
and submissiveness, and in the presence of the divine friends
thou art self-effacing, humble and suppliant. Thou regardest
service to the friends as drawing nigh unto the Threshold, and
servitude to the loved ones as freedom in both worlds. If this
be so, rest thou assured that such a brilliant light will illumine
thy brow that, like unto the manifest morn, thou shalt become
bright, radiant and resplendent. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB09366

To: Mirza Ahmad Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O true friend! What thou didst write was noted and became
the cause of spiritual joy. Praise be to God that thou hast
become renowned throughout all regions through thy love for
that Peerless Beloved, and hast become intoxicated and en-
chanted. Therefore this is the time of joy and gladness, and
the moment of resurrection and revival. Be confident in the
grace of the All-Merciful and occupy thyself with thy profes-
sion in obedience to the command of thy Chosen Lord. God
willing, blessings will become manifest and bounties will be
attained. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09527

AB09350

To: Qazvini, Mashhadi Husayn et al., in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye two servants of God! Jinab-i-Yunis Khan is engaged in ser-
vice to the Lord and is accustomed to servitude at the Sacred
Threshold. Praise be to God, he is hale and healthy, active
and steadfast. He hath no sorrow save separation from you,
and no grief save the heat of longing. Ye should at all times
be engaged in prayer on his behalf and seek divine assistance
and grace, that he may daily become more successful, more
steadfast, more firm, and strive more diligently in service....
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AB09527

To: Aga Mihdi son of Karbala’i Ahmad
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who hast obtained guidance from the light of the truth!
The human temple is like unto a niche, and the heart is like
unto a glass globe, and the love of God is like unto the light
within that glass. When that lamp is ignited, the globe be-
cometh illumined and the physical niche also becomes full of
light and brilliance. Therefore give thanks unto God that this
luminous flame and this merciful ray hath been kindled within
the niche of thy physical temple and the glass globe of thy
spiritual heart.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09461

AB09664

To: Brothers of Habibullah Afnan et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

The honored Za'ir who is present is unaware that you have
received numerous letters from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Therefore, he
again requests that this letter be written.

For his sake, the pen has once more been set in motion and
engaged in writing, so that you may know that you are remem-
bered in this divine gathering and renowned at the Threshold
of the All-Glorious, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is ever mindful of you.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09461

To: Gawhar Mandigar
Date: 1903 ca.

O precious Gawhar, handmaid of God! A jewel must be full
of essence, for the purity and delicacy of everything lies in its
essence. If thou art a pearl in the divine ocean’s shell, show
forth thy essence and manifest thy brilliance and radiance. The
luminosity of every jewel comes from the light of the love of
God, and every lustrous pearl is nurtured within the shell of
the knowledge of God. When one achieves these two virtuous
qualities, one becomes a royal pearl for this world and illumines
both worlds with light and splendor. May thy soul be happy!
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AB09172

AB09450

To: Gul Bahram mother of Kiumarth son of Furud
Date: 1903 ca.

O handmaid of God! The rose, hyacinth and thyme require
a sweet fragrance and delightful perfume. The sweet-scented
fragrance of the human flower is the divine perfume. If this
musk-laden scent is diffused from the human flower, that flower
will bloom in the garden of all humanity, and that bud will
become radiant in the Most Glorious Paradise.

Beseech God that, like unto a flower, thou mayest be made
to bloom in the Divine Garden and spread abroad the sweet
fragrance of the love of God. May thy soul be ever happy!
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AB09172

To: Hajar daughter of Hakim Aqa Jan
Date: 1903 ca.

O handmaiden of God! Be thou resigned unto fate and be sat-
isfied with whatever the operation of destiny causeth to occur.
Moreover, do not believe that whatever man desireth is also
best for man. How often it is that one’s desire is the enemy of
the soul and the cause of its abasement and degradation.

Therefore, submit thine affairs to the Hand of power, and ask
not of Him. Assuredly His grace will come and that which is
best for thee will be obtained.

3 Upon thee be salutations and praise.
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AB09337

AB09318

To: Jamshid Mihraban
Date: 1903 ca.

O wise Jamshid! Since you have taken refuge in the mighty
Pillar, the favors of the Glorious Lord will surely encompass
your kind father. Among the special favors of the Greatest
Name - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - in this
mighty Dispensation is that the son supplicates for forgiveness
for the father, and descendants intercede for their ancestors.
Therefore, this servant beseeches at the threshold of the Lord
that your father and mother may be immersed in the ocean of
forgiveness. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09337

To: Khudadad son of Hakim
Date: 1908 ca.

O Khudadad! Be thou a divine gift and a bestowal of the Abha
Beauty, that thou mayest become a mercy unto the world of
humanity and a bounty from the Lord God, guiding all who
are filled with love toward truthfulness and reconciliation, love
and kindness, fellowship and unity, freedom and purity.

2 Guide them that thou mayest become a son of wisdom and an
ordinance of the All-Merciful and All-Compassionate.

May the signs of spirituality, luminosity and mercy be manifest
from all thy members, and may thy soul be ever joyous!
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AB09186

To: Manavi, Bahram et al.

Date: 1903 ca.

O free ones! oK)l (!

Praise be to God that you have been freed from estrangement
and have attained to the One Beloved. You have detached your
hearts from all else save God and have soared to the heights
of heaven.

This faith and certitude, like a seed sown in the field of the
heart, will soon sprout forth, yielding ears of corn that shall
become the blessed harvest of the free ones.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09599

To: Mashhadi Yusuf Bayk
Date: 1903 ca.

O my spiritual friend! Joseph of Canaan attained the throne
of Egypt and became most honoured in that land, but this
honour and dignity was a consequence of his suffering in prison
and the result of his oppression in a darkened pit. For it is
known that trials and tribulations in the path of the Lord of
signs are the cause of salvation. The suffering in the depths of
this pit found its consummation in the zenith of the heavens.
Thy services have been accepted and appreciated and a great
bounty is ordained for thee and is certain to come to pass.
Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09208

AB09605

To: Mihraban son of Gushtasb
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind friend! Gushtasp was the sovereign of the world and the
crown-bearer of the universe, but in the end that foundation
was laid waste.

Thou shouldst be grateful that thou hast found thy way to
the divine court and hast witnessed this world as a prison.
Consider how the bounty and favor of the Blessed Beauty hath
bestowed such sovereignty upon the divine friends that earthly
sovereignty is but lowly dust in their sight, while the throne of
everlasting dominion standeth ready and prepared.

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09208

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ahad Badkubihi
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the One True God! Open thine ears and hearken
in truth to the counsels of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Verily I say unto you there is no fruit nor purpose, no benefit
nor profit in this ephemeral existence. The end of all this
evanescence is utter loss; the consequence of all our human
affairs will lead to bitterness and ruin unless they are built
upon a lasting edifice, an eternal foundation. And this eternal
foundation is none other than service to the Cause of God
and servitude at the Threshold of the Majestic King. Attach
not thine heart’s affections to anything else and seek no other
aspiration.
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AB09377

AB09490

To: Muhammad Aqa brother of Mudir Dallal
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou lover of the Beauty of the All-Glorious! Though fire in
the physical world hath a powerful effect, the fire of the love
of God hath even keener consequences and is possessed of so
incomparable and penetrating a flame that no physical fire can
be its equal. Physical fire doth spread through contact with
solid matter but the fire of the love of God pierceth the very
heart of all things and can ignite a conflagration across the
whole world.

Now that thou hast been enkindled and dost hold the embers
of this fire within thyself spread far and wide thy flames and
fan the heat of this divine fire that the veils of vain imaginings
may be entirely consumed and burnt away in both the east and
west.
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AB09377

To: Rustam Bahman
Date: 1903 ca.

O Rustam-i-Bahman, upon him be the Glory of God

O Rustam, though Dastan’s mighty son was a lion-tamer, yet
through physical might his desire was not attained, for in the
end a pit became his resting place. Therefore, take hold thou
of the way of the Most Glorious Beauty and seek the path
of that Beloved One. That is, array the heavenly battlefront
and become a world-conqueror through the sword of faith, the
blade of certitude, and the silken banner of the Covenant. This
valor shall ultimately result in the everlasting kingdom and the
conquest of the realm of heaven. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB09176

AB09613

To: Shah Jamshid son of Mihraban et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O my dear friends! In prison I am filled with spirit and fra-
grance remembering you, and am joyous and glad. Night and
day, be intimate with the world-consuming fire of love, that
ye may become like unto the illuminating candle of the night,
and in the arena of divine knowledge become victorious and tri-
umphant. May ye become aware of the mysteries of the Zend
and Pazend.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO09176

To: Wife of Sultan Muhammad (Bandarabbas)
Date: 1903 ca.

O maidservant of God! Consider what a bounty you have re-
ceived from the effulgence of grace, and what a manifestation
of favor and generosity you have become. You have rent asun-
der your garment in divine love and, like the birds, have soared
in this life-bestowing atmosphere. You have heard the call of
the All-Forgiving Lord, cut yourself off from strangers, and at-
tached yourself to the One True God. Be thankful that you
have placed such a crown upon your head and obtained such
a diadem. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO09878

ABO09857

To: Muhammad Husayn, in Dahaj
Date: 1903 ca.

The friends must surely appreciate the value of these days and
rise to serve the Faith with all their energy. Let them create a
stir about them and rise with enthusiasm to spread the grace of
God, mingling milk and honey, musk and ambergris to perfume
the far-flung regions of the world. Let every soul make the sole
object and entire concern of his being nothing less than the
teaching of the Faith of God, the diffusion of its fragrances,
and the upraising of His Word.
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AB09878

To: Nasrullah Musazadih, in Khurasan
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! You bear the name Nasru’llah [Victory
of God] and are victorious and triumphant. Consider what
victory He has bestowed. He made the tongue a drawn sword
and meanings and utterance a penetrating arrow, so that this
host of inspiration might utterly scatter the armies of vain
imaginings. And this is of His grace unto His sincere servants.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12666

AB10021

To: Jinab-i-Zuhuri, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1903 ca.

O Zuhuri! Truly thou hast distinguished thyself in the arena of
eloquence and rhetoric, and like unto the nightingale at dawn,
thou hast given voice to fervent utterance. Yet that which
is the desire of this servant hath been set forth in numerous
letters. That theme is sweeter, more alluring, more delightful
and more acceptable. The Arab poet saith:

“Deaf am I when called in the tribe by my name,

Yet when addressed as His servant, how keen is my ear!”

The meaning of this verse is that should they call me by any
name and raise their voice, that call would not harmonize with
my ear nor would it be heard, save when someone addresses
me as His servant - then instantly the ear becomes attentive
and the mind alert....
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AB12666
To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn Khan of Kashan, in London
Date: 19083 ca.
O thou who bearest the same name as Abdul-Baha! Thou art e 5 qudlie 5 Slae 6e~ &!

Abdul-Husayn and I am Abdul-Baha...

Concerning thy question about the soul and spirit: by soul is
meant the human reality which is oriented toward the contin-
gent world and which possesses human characteristics in the
world of man. This is termed the human natural spirit in which
all people share. From this perspective, spirit and soul are one.
However, the spiritual human reality is that which acquires the
outpourings of divine grace and benefits from the effulgences
of the Sun of Truth. That is the divine spirit which is specific
to the people of faith, and those below them are deprived of
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AB10039

these divine breaths and are considered dead in the estimation
of the people of truth....
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AB10244

To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY
Date: 1903 ca.

...0 my God, my God! These are servants who have gathered
in this spiritual assembly with radiant faces, supplicating unto
Thee that Thou mayest assist them to serve Thy Cause in
this glorious century, to exalt Thy Word in this wondrous Day,
and to diffuse Thy fragrances throughout all regions of the
earth through Thy great protection and aid. O Lord! Confirm

them in all that they desire through Thy bounty and generosity.

Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate,
the Lord of infinite grace. Verily, Thou art the Giver, the
Confirmer, the Helper, the All-Bountiful.
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AB10039

To: Atifih, in Qazvin
Date: 1903 ca.

O handmaid of God! The women of the world longed for these
days, hoping they might draw a breath under the shade of the
Tree of Divine Oneness and attain to that which is the ultimate
desire of those near to God. Nights they spent in weeping
and lamentation, and days in supplication and restlessness, yet
this bounty was not vouchsafed to them. Observe the endless
favors, that He made thee privy to mysteries and included thee
among those illumined by the light of His grace. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB10069

AB10147

To: Zahra Hakim Karim Ilahi, in Qazvin
Date: 1903 ca.

O confident leaf!

Today there is no honor and distinction, no blessing and felicity
greater than service to the servants of God. Service is servitude
at the threshold of Divine Oneness and the cause of joy to
hearts in the realm of Divine Unity.

Praise be to God that that attracted leaf is engaged in service
and with heart and soul is devoted to servitude to God.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10069

To: Haji Aga Rahmanian Sangsari
Date: 1903 ca.

O sweet-singing bird! Your melody is in the mode of ‘Iraq
and Hijaz, and continuously reaches the Holy Land of the Self-
Sufficing Lord. Your song gives life to souls and your melody
brings joy to hearts.

Ever chant the verses and intone the prayers, that you may
bring the spiritual gathering into motion and bestow gladness
and delight upon the hearts of the loved ones.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09851

To: Siyyid Husayn, in Sari
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of Baha! Great is the Cause, and the All-Glorious
Beauty is compassionate and generous.

If thou wert to know what power exists beneath the shade of
the Desired One, thou wouldst surely seek an army of divine
inspirations, array the ranks of spiritual warfare, shatter the
forces of error, and raise such a tumult in the world that would
cause an uproar in the most exalted Kingdom.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10107

To: Allah-Virdi Known By Aqa Dadash, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

The honored Amin hath praised thee most highly, that thou
art steadfast and firmly rooted in the Cause of God, occupied
with the mention of the Truth, transported and enraptured.
This earthly realm of weak foundation is nothing, nothing at
all. Yet through the grace of the Lord, for the righteous it is
a school of divine knowledge and a scroll inscribed with the
verses of the Lord, the Most Merciful. “Soon will We show
them Our signs in the horizons and in their own souls until it
becomes manifest unto them that this is the Truth.”
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AB09785

AB12849

To: Diyaullah Doctor Alai, in Tihran
Date: 1903 ca.

...0 God, my God! Join in accord these two souls and set
firm their feet in eternal love and everlasting union, in order
that each of them may be unto the other a bestowal of Thy
grace, a token of Thy loving-kindness, and an outpouring from
Thy Kingdom of bounty. Bestow upon them pure and goodly
offspring who shall stand firm in servitude unto Thee, remain
constant in Thy worship, yearn for Thy Kingdom, and be filled
with inspiration by Thy Great Announcement. Verily Thou
art the Most Bountiful, and verily Thou art the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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AB09785

To: Ardishir Khudabakhsh Bihjat
Date: 1903 ca.

O Ardishir, be thou a male lion—that is to say, raise such a cry
in the midst of the beasts of prey that the wild asses become
bewildered and the savage creatures wander distracted through
mountain and desert. In other words, cause the Covenant-
breakers to suffer loss and detriment, and pass round the cup
of the love of God in the gathering of the steadfast ones, that
thou mayest find everlasting joy and seek divine gladness. May
thy soul be well-content!
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AB10141

AB10160

To: Bahram Manavi
Date: 1903 ca.

O my spiritual friend! The Persian friends have truly become
the cause of joy and the source of spiritual delight and fra-
grance. They are pure and radiant, clever and active. They
are pure sincerity and absolute faithfulness and pure fidelity.
How blessed are such pure souls who are the gift of God and
angels of heaven. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB10141

To: Daughter of Aqa Ali (Kashani)
Date: 1903 ca.

O pure leaf! Thou hast entered into the company of the maid-
servants of the mighty Lord and art gathered together with
the handmaidens of the Most Merciful. Therefore, thou must
arise to fulfill that which befitteth this blessing, and it is fitting
that thou shouldst become a sign of piety, turn thine eyes away
from all that existeth in the contingent world, and occupy thy-
self with the True One. Day and night engage in prayer and
supplication, and seek forgiveness for thy sins. Upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB10157

AB09964

To: Dia Effendi et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O friends of Truth! Ye are firm in the Covenant and stead-
fast in the Testament. This magnetic force of the love of God
attracteth confirmations from all directions. Therefore, it is
certain that day by day ye will illumine your faces with the
manifest light more brightly and become more firmly estab-
lished in the Covenant and Testament.

Upon you be greetings and praise!
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AB10157

To: Gushtasb son of Rashid
Date: 1903 ca.

O friend! When thou comest to mind, this servant of Baha
findeth in thee a friend and helper, one who is vigilant and
nurturing in love. When thoughts of thee arise, the court of
the heart becometh a rose-garden, and the expanse of the soul
produceth hyacinth and sweet marjoram. This is through the
grace and loving-kindness of the Beloved of Abha, that He
bringeth such a heart into a state of joy and delight through
remembrance of that active friend.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11797

AB09868

To: Husayn Ali son-in-law of Ali Kashani
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! Praise be to God that the light of guidance
hath illumined thy countenance and thou hast turned to the
Dawning-Place of lights and found rest beneath the Sadratu’l-
Muntaha.

Therefore, now occupy thyself with the worship of God through
divine fear and arise in thanksgiving, that day by day thou
mayest increase in faith and assurance and become the recipi-
ent of the favors of the All-Merciful Lord.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11797

To: Imad
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou whom God hath made a pillar of justice! In this world
many pillars were erected, but as they had no firm foundation
they did not endure - even Iram of the Pillars was scattered
to the winds. Therefore become a divine pillar and follow the
ways of thy forebears, that thou mayest become a pillar of light
and remain firm and steadfast forever and ever. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB10051

AB10052

To: Kathrine Pauline Peecke
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou little handmaid of God! I earnestly hope that thou wilt
be nurtured in the bosom of the love of God and wilt grow and
develop through the vitalizing breeze which wafteth from the
meads of the Kingdom of heaven, that thou mayest become a
flourishing tree beside the stream of divine knowledge, laden
with fruit and blossoms and appear in the utmost freshness
and tender beauty through the sprinkling of the clouds of His
bounty. Be assured that the eye of His loving-kindness is di-
rected towards thee and the glance of His mercifulness resteth
upon thee.
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AB10051

To: Mah Khurshid sister of Kiumarth son of Furud et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O ye beloved handmaidens of God! Observe how faithful and
well-behaved your affectionate brother is, that he thus sits at
the threshold of the Kind Lord in remembrance of you. He
constantly begs for favors and yearns for grace and bounty.
Know ye the worth of this brother, for he is the chief among
friends and a guide to the Court of the Lord God. May your
souls be happy!
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AB09984

AB09838

To: Mashhadi Akbar (Tihran)
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou servant of God! True honour is in servitude to the All-
Glorious Lord, not in sovereignty over the east and the west.
The truly sanctified souls yearn at all times for servitude to
the divine threshold.

Yet, servitude to God lieth in servitude to the friends. One
should be the quintessence of humility, the very essence of
meekness and be evanescence itself, healed of the maladies of
the self. Then and only then will one be worthy of thraldom
to the Threshold of God.

3 Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09984

To: Muhammad Khan (Ghulam)
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the cup of the Covenant!

Jinab-i-Bashir hath greatly praised the excellence of service
rendered by that dear friend. It brought much joy and gladness
that thou hast been assisted to render this service and hast
been confirmed in this bounty. Know thou its worth, and in
thanksgiving for this success, open thy tongue in praise of the
Court of Oneness.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09963

AB09975

To: Rashid son of Khudabakhsh
Date: 1903 ca.

O Rashid! Like unto the sun, shine forth in this new age and,
through the aid of the Glorious Lord, make thy dwelling in
the lofty palace, that thou mayest become unique in this age
and peerless in this century. The rays of the Sun of Truth are
guidance, steadfastness is a gift, trustworthiness is salvation,
and goodly conduct is truthfulness. Peace and reconciliation
are freedom, and purity is life. May thy soul be happy!
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AB09963

To: Ushturi, Mihraban Bahram et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O kind friend! Become so enkindled with the fire of the love of
God that thy heart may become a house of fire of love, and be
so illumined by the light of recognition that thy countenance
may become the lamp of the assembly.

Light the candle of guidance and prepare the honey of bounty,
so that the divine Beloved may appear with a luminous face,
adorn the feast of joy, make ready the spiritual wine, and sing
the celestial melody.

3 May thy soul be happy!
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AB10380

AB10487

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Khurasan
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of the Covenant! That which his honor Ibtihaj wrote
is exactly true and springs from pure goodwill. Therefore, you
should proceed to Rasht with the utmost joy and fragrance.
However, you are not obligated to stay more than a few days,
until you can devise a solution to this matter that has been
planned and arrange the affairs of those regions. And upon

oAl e 5l Lae y Casbly e Kooy
Gl S a2l 0 g ey JE o b 1
S5 Ry godnn pll by el 2 2

S o 5 A oo Faiad i b oyl

you be the Glory. e oLl
INBA84:365

AB10380

To: Muqgtadirus-Sultan, in Sari

Date: 1903 ca.

O thou sign of the love of God! & 9:5. e

> In the physical realm power is a matter of attribution, but seek
thou spiritual power and ascendancy that under the shadow of
the true Sovereign thou mayest show forth true potency and
conquer the hearts in such wise that like unto the spirit thou
mayest flow in the very veins and sinews. This is true power.
This is the bounty of the Lord. This is the grace of the All-
Merciful.
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AB10417

AB11204

To: Haji Niyaz Kirmani, in Eqypt
Date: 1903 ca.

O spiritual friend! T know that you are infinitely pained and
affected by these grievous events....

Pay no attention to the newspapers. It is better and more
pleasant to remain silent about them. The poet says:

“When criticism comes to you from one who is deficient, it is
but testimony that I am perfect.”
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AB10417

To: Aga Abdu’l-Ali (Brother of Aga Buzurg)
Date: 1908 ca.

...Innate knowledge is reserved unto God alone - that is, the
Ancient Beauty, the Most Great Name, Who hath no partner in
this. Even as inherent light is among the special characteristics
of the sun and not the moons, the effulgent knowledge which is
among the attributes of the All-Merciful’s grace shines forth in
the heart of the noblest of men, like unto the luminous moon
whose rays and radiance derive from the light emanating from
the sun. And “Say: O my Lord! Increase my knowledge” is
proof of this statement....
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AB10658

AB10478

To: Aga Muhammad Tajir
Date: 1903 ca.

O enlightened youth! Be thou spiritual and merciful! Be a
merchant of the celestial Kingdom and select thy goods from
the knowledge of God. Make this the basis of thy barter and
present this merchandise in the market place of the jewellers
of the Concourse on High. Then shalt thou see scintillating
pearls! Then shalt thou see unique and brilliant gems! And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10408

To: Bahram Marzban
Date: 1903 ca.

O servant of God! Though Bahram (Mars) is a shining star,
yet it is confined within limits, and when it passes beyond those
limits it disappears. But the divine Bahram sheds such radi-
ance that it illumines even the invisible horizons of contingent
being, for its dawning-place is the realm beyond space and its
rising-point is the horizon of heart and soul. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB10658

To: Bamis Mihraban
Date: 1903 ca.

O spiritual friend! Show kindness to human temples as much as
you can, bestow affection upon every person, and adorn every
gathering, so that all peoples may enter beneath the shelter of
the Most Great Name and all tribes may receive their portion
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AB10491

and share from the bounties of the Ancient Beauty. And upon 4,8 aai 5 04 o8 e ablge )

you be greetings and praise.
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AB10364

To: Dawlat Nush
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou handmaiden of God! The sovereignty of this world
hath no value, and the glory of this realm of dust hath no per-
manence. True sovereignty must be a treasury of the soul and
an infinite storehouse. That sovereignty which is the love of
God hath its source in the everlasting world, and its mine is in
the Kingdom of the All-Merciful. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB10491

To: Firaydun Ardishir
Date: 1908 ca.

O Lord, Cherisher of servants! Guide this loving father to the
highest Paradise, and forgive his sins and errors, so that in the
other world, with a radiant countenance, he may be gathered

among the noble ones and be the object of Thy gracious regard.

Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Forgiving, the Kind,
and the Compassionate.

ADMS#346
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AB10521

AB10437

To: Sadiq brother of Karbala’i Aqa Kishi
Date: 1903 ca.

O thou truthful servant! Praise God that thou art a servant in
the company of the friends and that thou art shining with the
light of servitude. If the sovereign rulers of the world were to
inhale the enthralling fragrance of this rose garden undoubtedly
they too would arise to serve the friends. They too would
consider servitude to be the true crown of eternal glory. How
great thy blessedness and that of those who have served like
thee! Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10521

To: Surush son of Furud
Date: 1903 ca.

O Surush! Open the ear of consciousness that thou mayest hear
the melody of the divine Herald of the Supreme Kingdom, and
be stirred to ecstasy and exultation, and adorn the feast of
heavenly delight, and become a servant with ear-ring in the
court of the Most Glorious Beauty, and the Wine-Bearer in
the tavern of the love of the All-Glorious Lord. May thy soul
be gladdened!

Fap 23 LS G G S )
s G Fart s e a s s YLl
Al &5 &Kl *oky 5 Sl oslhs
g AL S WS- T W RTL SRR

b il o8 LS

YARP2.583 p.412

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 200


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-187.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-418.html

Vol. 129: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1903, part IIT

AB10909

AB10921

To: Mirza Husayn Aliuf Ouskouli, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 ca.

...0 Forgiver! Though we deserve punishment and merit chas-
tisement, yet Thou art the Kind Lord and the brilliant Star
of the horizon of forgiveness. Bestow a ray and grant an efful-
gence that the darkness of night may vanish and the radiance
of light become clear and manifest. Thou art the Powerful and
the Mighty, and Thou art the Observer and the All-Seeing.
Unto Thee be praise, gratitude and glory.
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AB10868

To: Bahram Vajdi
Date: 1903 ca.

O Bahmard, be like a lion and, like a fierce lion in the jungle of
contingent being, let out such a roar that the impure foxes will
flee to their holes in the ground and the fearless dogs will take
the path to the lowest depths. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB10909

To: Bahram Vajdi
Date: 1903 ca.

O my friend! The birds of the meadow have struck up such a
melody that they have raised an uproar throughout all regions
and created a commotion in the world of existence. Despite
this song, the obstinate people are still in slumber. Wonder
upon wonder and regret upon regret that the West has become
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AB10908

alert while some in the Fast are still unaware of this melody
and song.
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AB10948

To: Gul Kayqubad Mihrgun
Date: 1903 ca.

O Gul [Rose]l The time has come for you to blossom like
a rose in the Abha Paradise and waft the sweet fragrance of
the knowledge of God to the nostrils of the seekers. May you
become a laughing hundred-petaled rose and may the cluster
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of blossoms in the garden of your soul be sweet.
YARP2.306 p.253
ADMS#105
AB10908

To: Ibrahim son of Rafuil et al.
Date: 1903 ca.

O two descendants of His Holiness, the illustrious Abraham!
How blessed are you that you have entered the divine gardens
and gained entry into the heavenly Jerusalem. You raised up
your voices in Zion, and in Paran you caused the love of God
to gush forth, and in Seir you ignited the fire of His love....
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AB11343

AB10890

To: Jamshid Kayqubad (Qasimabad)
Date: 1903 ca.

O Jamshid! This is the feast of the Sun - bring forth the cup
of Jamshid and bestow a new measure! Drink the wine of
love and strive to sacrifice thyself, that thou mayest hear the
melody of the divine herald, become intoxicated and lose all
consciousness. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10919

To: Surush son of Nush
Date: 1903 ca.

O Surush! The Angel of Inspiration is singing such a melody
that will bring you into ecstasy and rapture, and the Divine
Cup-bearer is bestowing such a cup of joy that will bring you
gladness and delight. If you are wise, give ear to that Angel’s
song, and if you are noble, drink deeply of that cup of joy. May
your soul be happy!
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AB11343

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varqga, in Miyanduab

Date: 1908 ca.

O servant of God! There is no time, so I write briefly. The
Tree of Anisa is the Blessed Beauty, under which divine Tree
the Covenant and Testament was made. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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ABO03537

ABO03537

To: Charles Gates, in Chicago
Date: 1903 or <

O thou who art gaining bounties from the outpourings of the
Spirit in this witnessed Day! I have read thy novel writing,
with its subtle meanings and eloquent composition, and from
the gardens of its meanings I have inhaled the fragrances of
the flowers of the love of God. My breast was gladdened by
those expressions and allusions which indicated thy turning to
the Kingdom of God and thy attraction to the breaths of God.

2 O dear one! If thou wishest to find healing for thy ailment,
quenching for thy thirst, and cooling for thy burning, thou
must turn to assurance, firmness and steadfastness in the love
of God, orientation toward the Kingdom of God, communion
in the depths of nights and dawns, and prayer in the mornings
and evenings.

Commune with thy Lord and say: “My God, my God! Thy
love is my healing, Thy remembrance my remedy, recognition
of Thee my ascension, and certitude in Thy Manifestation the
cause of my rising and elevation to the loftiest summit in Thy
most exalted Kingdom. My God, my God! Aid me with a pen-
etrating heavenly power in my pillars, members, parts, nerves,
veins and arteries until I am filled with the breaths of Thy holy
spirit, O my Lord and my Hope! My God, my God! Thou art
the solace of my heart, the joy of my spirit, the glad-tidings of
my heart, the spirit of my life, the ark of my salvation, and the
mystery of my praise. Do not disappoint me from the door of
Thy mercy, and do not prevent me from washing in the spring
of Thy Job and being healed of my ailments, diseases, weak-
ness of constitution, and decay of my being. Verily Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Dear, the Merciful, the Compas-
sionate.”
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AB07543

To: Mashhadi Ahmad Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1903 or <

O you who are illumined by the light of guidance! Do not be 4 ¢l ;,:5\ S s ol s gt (Gl
saddened or grieved by the persecution, cruelty and taunts of 3 pr fyxs Fle Oy sl ol
enemies.

The ignorant have always taunted the wise, and those deprived — Oleg 2 5 %55 OMle Coled OMal o148
have always blamed those who are privy to the intimate secrets 1, xs,¢ 5 ol o@jk!. Obe 2 e
of the All—Merciful. But before long they became regretful a’nd 55 a0l e § i G
remorseful, and in utmost shame they turned to extreme praise szl ki - ey ol JE
and commendation.

Soon these reproachful souls will boast of their connection to  ,bes! Ly Cawd 4.«\;! s o e re
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pass before all people will say to the friends of God: “By God, o ] . =
truly God has preferred you above us.” ST A ALk "A/’ &= 5%

oS dalg Ll A

INBA89:233

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 205


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v089/?page=236




Study guide to this volume

This volume belongs to the immediate aftermath of the Yazd and Isfahan massacres of 1903, episodes
of anti-Bah&’i violence that shook the faith community to its foundations and sent waves of grief
from Iran across the globe. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, still confined in ‘Akka under renewed surveillance,
received the news in the double register that marks all his writing of this period: the grief is
registered with raw intimacy, and the grief is simultaneously placed within a theology of sacrifice
that makes the martyrs not victims but exemplars. The collection ranges from the most formal
theological exposition to the most personal pastoral counsel, from the organizational instructions of
the Spiritual Assembly directive (AB02819) to the lyrical letter that compares the fragrant breezes
of Baha’i teaching to the musk of paradise. Running beneath every document is the question of
how suffering becomes power, and how the community formed in the shadow of martyrdom is to
teach, serve, and endure.

The Mystery of Sacrifice and the Sacred Genealogy of Martyrdom

Key Passages

O servant of Baha! Many are the heads that have fallen at the feet of that peerless
Beloved, and many are the souls that have been sacrificed in the path of that true
Beloved in the field of faithfulness. This is required by love and affection and is among
the conditions of attraction and friendship. The divine Joseph fell into the well of
Canaan, and the luminous Christ adorned the cross. The holy forerunner gave his
throat to the dagger, and the Prince of the righteous became the martyr of the plain of
Karbala. The King of faithfulness became the target of a thousand arrows of cruelty,
and the Blessed Beauty endured a hundred thousand afflictions, with traces of poison
ever visible in His blessed side. His Holiness Quddus cried out “Glorified, Holy is the
Lord of the angels and the Spirit” at the place of sacrifice. His Holiness the Bab called
out “May my spirit be sacrificed for Thee, O Lord of Lords.” The King of Martyrs and
the Beloved of Martyrs stained the earth with their precious blood, and the martyrs of
Khurasan hastened to the altar of love. The martyrs of Yazd took up their abode in
the cradle of sacrifice, and the self-sacrificing ones of Isfahan soared like falcons to the
zenith of martyrdom. The point is that this is required by the station of love, and so it
must be—otherwise every thorn would claim to be from the realm of the rose, and every
particle would sing of being the whole, every base person would consider himself noble,
and every prisoner of nature would regard himself as the manifestation of truth. Thus
trials come forth and tests reveal themselves, and the truthful become distinguished
from the false. — ABO02665
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On the one hand this grievous calamity hath, like unto a dagger, inflicted upon me
so profound an injury that no salve can soothe, nor can any balm assuage; while on
the other the scene of sacrifice is seen bedecked with such splendid pageantry, such
marvellous festivity that the holy ecstasy of its wine seizeth forevermore the minds of
those that are godly and spiritual. Moreover, the Concourse on high and the dwellers
in the Abha Kingdom are now expounding the mystery of sacrifice, the main purport of
all heavenly Scriptures. Therefore this hath to some degree relieved my grief. In short,
the day is approaching when the meads of the Cause of God, having been watered with
blood, will have put forth roses and lilies in such profusion that East and West will
become fragrant and North and South perfumed. — ABO03172

Context for Study

These two documents, composed at the height of grief over the Yazd massacres, articulate the central
theological category by which ‘Abdu’l-Bahé transforms historical violence into spiritual meaning:
the mystery (sirr) of sacrifice. The move is not denial of the violence; AB03172 is explicit that
the calamity is “like unto a dagger” from which no salve recovers. The move is placement: the
deaths at Yazd are inserted into a genealogy of sacrifice that runs from Joseph in the pit to the Bab
before the firing squad. This genealogy does three theological things simultaneously. First, it places
the Baha’{ martyrs in the company of the prophets and Imams, affirming their spiritual dignity.
Second, it draws out the hidden logic of all sacred history: that truth is always authenticated
through suffering, because only suffering eliminates every candidate whose motivation is merely
social, political, or personal. Third, it makes the historical violence revelatory: “trials come forth
and tests reveal themselves, and the truthful become distinguished from the false.” The martyrdom
is therefore epistemologically productive—it is one of the conditions by which it becomes possible
to know who is sincere.

This argument has ancient precedents. Tertullian’s Apology argued that “the blood of the martyrs is
the seed of the church,” and the early Christian theology of martyrdom (martyria as witness) drew
a close connection between suffering-unto-death and the disclosure of truth. In the Shi‘i tradition,
the paradigm of Karbald—explicitly invoked here with “the Prince of the righteous”—structures
the meaning of every subsequent loss. The Sufi tradition speaks of ishg (passionate love) as the
force that draws the moth into the flame, and celebrates figures like Mansur al-Hallaj who welcomed
execution as the consummation of union with the Divine. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s contribution is to hold
the grief and the festivity simultaneously without collapsing either into the other: the community
is to feel both the dagger and the pageant, to weep and to rejoice, because both are the truth of
what has happened.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha explicitly states that sacrifice “is required by love,” that it is “among the condi-
tions of attraction and friendship.” Is this a claim about the nature of love, about the nature
of social conflict, or about the metaphysics of truth? How does it compare with Hegel’s ac-
count of the “labour of the negative,” in which truth realizes itself through contradiction and
struggle?

2. The genealogy of martyrdom in AB02665 runs from Joseph to the martyrs of Yazd. What
is the theological function of this genealogy?” Does placing the 1903 victims in the same
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sequence as Joseph and Christ risk romanticizing historical violence, or does it do something
else?

3. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s theology of sacrifice compare with the Shi‘i theology of ‘ashird’ and
with the Christian theology of atonement? Where are the structural similarities and where
are the decisive differences?

4. The letter AB02665 was directed to be “sent as a copy to all regions.” What does this instruc-
tion reveal about the function of grief in the formation of a dispersed religious community?
Compare with the circular letters of Paul’s epistles and with the function of the ta‘ziyya
(passion play) in Shi‘i communal life.

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says the martyrs distinguished “the truthful from the false.” Does this episte-
mological claim hold up under scrutiny? Are there historical cases where sincere people have
suffered and died for false beliefs, and how does this complicate or enrich the argument?

Community Under Pressure: Teaching, Consultation, and Institu-
tional Life

Key Passages

O thou who art aware of mysteries and the joy of the righteous! In truth thou hast
arisen to serve the Cause of God, thou hast laid a firm foundation in the world of
existence, thou hast raised a banner at the pole of contingent being, thou hast stirred
up enthusiasm and rapture in hearts. Today the teaching of the Faith is the mightiest
foundation, and the acquisition of proofs and arguments is obligatory, and knowledge
of conclusive evidences for the appearance of the manifest Light is necessary. The
gathering thou hast arranged brought much joy and gladness to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-
Bahé. Surely thou wilt carry forward with effort, persistence and steadfastness so that,
God willing, through the divine breaths souls may be educated who will each become a
shining lamp in the gathering of divine knowledge. This matter is very important and
incumbent upon all. Send the report of that teaching gathering every three months so
that it may be disseminated and become the cause of encouragement to others. —
AB03213

O ye who are attracted to the Beauty of Abha! Our hope is that Shahrud may become
Bahrud (sea of glory), and that country may become perfumed with holy fragrances,
and that clime may become, through manifest bounty, as the Garden of Paradise. For
when the lightning flash of truth is spread in any land it becomes luminous, and when
the life-giving breeze of the Abhd Paradise wafts over any region it becomes redolent
with musk. Therefore it behooveth that at every moment, like unto a whale in the sea
of oneness, we should raise a cry, stir up a commotion, sound forth a celestial call and
open the ear of understanding. Though the soil be sweet, a trusted farmer and skilled
cultivator is needed to sow the seed and water it, so that heavenly blessing and bounty
may be unveiled. — ABO02758

In this prison, human life is like death—there is no comfort, no pleasure, no joy and
no solace, unless one is overtaken by perpetual intoxication and remains constantly
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inebriated, becoming completely deprived of perception and feeling. But in this pitch
darkness there exists a world-illumining candle, and in this sea of mortality there appears
a ship of salvation. For this deadly poison there is a supreme antidote, and for this
bitter colocynth there is refined sugar—and that is the spiritual sensibilities of man, the
merciful inspirations of God, the divine manifestations of knowledge, and the heavenly
intimations of the compassionate Lord. Therefore, O seekers, recognize the worth of
that Teacher who is a divine educator in the school of God, and strive night and day to
acquire the lights of divine knowledge and attain the heavenly arts. — AB02951

Context for Study

These three documents reveal the organizational architecture that ‘Abdu’l-Baha was constructing
beneath the surface of crisis. AB03213 introduces what is perhaps the earliest systematic account
of a teaching meeting in the Bahd’i corpus: the gathering is to produce reports every three months,
those reports are to be disseminated, and the dissemination is to become “the cause of encourage-
ment to others.” The feedback loop is deliberate—Ilocal action is meant to inspire wider action
through recorded and shared witness. This anticipates by decades the methods of institutional
accountability that would later characterize Bahd’i administrative order. AB02758, addressed to
the friends in Shahrud, plays on the name of their city (“Shahrud,” city-river) by imagining it
transformed into “Bahrud” (sea of glory): a small lexical alteration that becomes a vision of how
a local community might become an ocean of spirit. The metaphor of the skilled cultivator who
must plant even in receptive soil applies directly to what AB03213 demands: enthusiasm without
method produces plants without fruit.

AB02951 emerges from a moment of peculiar poignancy. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is writing to “seekers of
knowledge” from prison, noting that in prison “human life is like death,” and then reversing the
metaphor: it is precisely in the poison of mortal existence that the antidote of divine knowledge
reveals itself. The teacher addressed is a “divine educator in the school of God,” and this title
deliberately parallels the language used for the Manifestations of God in other contexts. The
educational vocation is placed on the highest possible plane: those who teach the Cause are not
merely transmitting information but participating in the divine act of education by which raw
human nature is raised toward the angelic. Islamic philosophy, drawing on Aristotle, distinguished
the Active Intellect (‘aql fa“al) from the potential intellect of the individual soul, arguing that
learning is the activation of latent capacities by a higher intelligence. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé is working
within this tradition while transforming it: the “school of God” is historical and communal, not
purely metaphysical.

Questions for Reflection

1. The instruction to send teaching reports every three months is a minor-seeming organizational
detail. What does this detail reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s theory of community formation?
Compare with the quarterly reports of Methodist class meetings in the eighteenth century
and with the accountability structures of contemporary social movements.

2. The transformation of “Shahrud” (city-river) into “Bahrud” (sea of glory) is a figure for the
spiritual transformation of a community. How does this use of place-name as spiritual chal-
lenge compare with the prophets’ addresses to specific cities (Isaiah’s oracle against Babylon,
Amos’s address to Samaria), and with the Qur’anic addresses to Mecca and Medina?
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3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes prison life as “like death” and then immediately identifies the antidote.
How does this dialectic of death-and-antidote compare with the mystical concept of mart
mystique (mystical death as the threshold of new life) in Christian and Sufi traditions?

4. The letter AB03213 makes “the acquisition of proofs and arguments” obligatory. What is
the relationship between apologetics and spiritual sincerity? Is there a tension between the
demand for arguments and the call for faith?

5. How does the model of community formation in these letters—focused on teaching, account-
ability, and mutual encouragement—compare with the model of the early Christian ekklesia
as described in Acts and the Pauline epistles?

The World After Death and the Limits of Language

Key Passages

Regarding thy question about the world after death: That realm cannot be compre-
hended or explained through the conceptions and expressions of this visible world.
Briefly stated, this world in relation to that world is like the womb. Just as it would be
impossible and inconceivable to explain this vast external world while in the confines of
the womb, so too is it impossible and unattainable to describe that divine realm using
the words and expressions of this world. How can the pure realm be explained in this
world of dust? How can the realities of divine perfections be unveiled and witnessed in
this world of earthly darkness?

At most, one can only make an allusion, especially since in this world, whenever one
wishes to explain any abstract reality, it must be cast in tangible forms. For example,
knowledge is an abstract reality, but when thou wishest to describe it, thou sayest it
is an ocean. Thus, that abstract reality which is knowledge is explained through the
tangible form of an ocean. This is but an allusion, a metaphor, a simile, a figure of
speech. Through such means, the listener can grasp the meaning of that abstract reality.
— AB02660

Beyond earthly intoxication, those drunk from the divine cup have another intoxication,
and those attracted to the celestial Beloved have another rapture. I hope that we may
all become recipients of these outpourings and recipients of the effects of the Kingdom
of the Lord of Signs. — ABO02776

Context for Study

AB02660 is a concise but extraordinarily rich meditation on the epistemological limits of language
about the afterlife. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd draws on an analogy that he would elaborate more fully in
Some Answered Questions: the relationship of the womb to the post-natal world. The analogy
is structurally precise. The fetus in the womb has no concepts adequate to describe light, space,
sound, social life, or embodied movement; it can know these things only by analogy with what it
already knows (warmth, pressure, the muffled sounds of blood and heartbeat). So too, the human
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being in this life has no concepts adequate to the next world; all descriptions of it—*“paradise,”
“garden,” “sea of light,” “nearness to God”—are analogies cast in the mould of the sensible.

This position is structurally similar to the Christian via negativa (negative theology) of Pseudo-
Dionysius the Areopagite, who argued that God transcends all names and that the highest theology
is the theology of unknowing (theologia apophatike). It resembles the Jewish kabbalistic teaching
on the Ein Sof (the Infinite, “without end”), which cannot be described or named. And it parallels
Kant’s account of the limits of pure reason: we can have no knowledge of things-in-themselves,
only of things as they appear to us under the forms of our sensibility. What is distinctive in
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s formulation is its tenderness: the limitation is not experienced as deprivation but
as preparation, as the appropriate relation of the womb to the world beyond it. The soul is not
ignorant of the afterlife because it is defective but because it is still in a prior stage of development.
ABO02776, written to a friend who had complained of hardship, draws the contrast between material
intoxications and the deeper intoxication of those “drunk from the divine cup”—a Sufi register that
translates the apophatic theology into lived experience.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 says that the afterlife can only be indicated through analogy and allusion. What
does this claim do to the traditional religious depictions of heaven and hell in Islam (janna
and jahannam), Christianity (the beatific vision vs. eternal fire), and other traditions? Does
it dissolve them or reframe them?

2. The womb-analogy suggests that the soul in this world is in a state of developmental imma-
turity relative to the next. How does this compare with Plato’s allegory of the cave, in which
those in the cave are ignorant not because they are immature but because they are looking
in the wrong direction?

3. “Knowledge is an abstract reality, but when thou wishest to describe it, thou sayest it is
an ocean.” This is a philosophy of metaphor: abstract realities must be expressed through
tangible images. How does this compare with Paul Ricoeur’s account of metaphor as “seeing
as”—a creative act that discloses new dimensions of being?

4. The claim that “in this world abstract reality has no outward appearance” resonates with the
medieval Islamic debate between Avicenna’s universalia in re (universals in things) and the
nominalist position. What theory of universals is implied in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s epistemology of
analogy?

5. If the next world is as far beyond this world as daylight is beyond the womb, what implications
does this have for the ethical life? Does it counsel detachment from earthly things, investment
in earthly goods, or something more complex?

Recognition, Prejudice, and the Inner Meaning of Scripture

Key Passages

O rose of the garden of Christ! The Pharisees waited years and years for the appearance
of Christ, the Beautiful, the Gracious. But when that Promised Lord became manifest
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and evident, they called that Noble One—God forbid!—an ugly messiah. One cried out
“Where is David’s throne?”, another shouted “Where is the rod of iron?”, another began
to wail and lament “The Law of God has been abrogated—where is its promotion?”,
another raised his voice “Where is His glorious sovereignty?”, another wandered bewil-
dered “What happened to the praise and glorification of all the peoples of the world on
Mount Zion?”, and another objected “Where is the fellowship between grazing beasts
and predatory animals?”

In short, each one raised an objection and turned away from the truth, and with doubts
mocked the Lord of manifest signs. Finally matters reached the point where they
mounted that Noble One on a donkey, placed a crown of thorns on His head, paraded
Him through the streets and bazaars, and finally hung Him on the cross. Such is the
nature of people—leave them to their vain imaginings. — ABO02958

Praise be to God that you have understood the meanings and truths of Christ’s utter-
ance, have rent asunder the veil, have beheld the manifest light, have found guidance,
have raised the flag of divine bestowal, and have accomplished your task. A hundred
praises upon you! Verily you have a station with your Lord and that is the great attain-
ment. —

AB02958

Context for Study

The brief tablet AB02958, addressed to a Western believer described as “a rose of the garden of
Christ,” offers a compressed but incisive hermeneutical analysis of the failure of the Pharisees to
recognize Jesus. The analysis is not a theological polemical against Judaism; it is a mirror held up
to the universal structure of religious literalism. Each of the Pharisees’ objections is a literalistic
reading of prophetic texts that were intended to convey spiritual realities. “Where is David’s
throne?” expects a political restoration; “where is the fellowship between wolf and lamb?” expects
a zoological miracle. The method behind each objection is the same: the form of the prophecy is
taken for its substance, and the spiritual truth within the form is missed. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s diagnosis
of this failure is not that the Pharisees were wicked or stupid but that they had not learned to read
their own scripture with “the eye of insight.”

This hermeneutical argument is central to the Baha’i claim about progressive revelation: each new
Manifestation fulfils the prophecies of the previous one, but fulfils them spiritually rather than
literally. The same reading strategy that blinded the Pharisees to Jesus is applied, by implication,
to the failure of Christians to recognize the Bab and Baha’u’'llah. The document is addressed to a
Christian who has made the crossing—who has “rent asunder the veil”—and the contrast between
her achievement and the Pharisees’ failure is left implicit but unmistakable. In Islamic theologi-
cal tradition, the failure to read scripture correctly (tahrif al-ma‘na, “corruption of meaning”) is
distinguished from the literal corruption of the text (tahrif al-lafz); ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s analysis here
focuses on the former: the text was not altered, but its meaning was imprisoned in its outward
form. Augustine’s De Doctrina Christiana similarly distinguished between “signs” and the “things”
they signify, arguing that the highest form of reading moves from the sign to the spiritual reality
it embodies.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account of the Pharisees’ failure is implicitly universal: it describes the failure
mode of any religious community that has inherited prophecies about the future. What
practices of scriptural reading or community life can inoculate a community against this
failure? What might such practices look like in contemporary Baha’i, Christian, Jewish, or
Muslim communities?

2. The argument assumes that prophecies have an “inner meaning” that is spiritual rather than
literal. How does one know when a prophecy should be read spiritually and when it should
be read literally? Is there a principled criterion, or is this hermeneutical move inherently
circular?

3. The addressee of AB02958 is praised for having “understood the meanings and truths of
Christ’s utterance.” What does this suggest about the relationship between individual spiri-
tual perception and communal religious authority? Who adjudicates interpretations?

4. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd’s hermeneutical approach with Origen’s allegoresis, with the Sufi
doctrine of bd.tin (inner meaning) and .zdhir (outward meaning), and with the rabbinic
technique of derash (interpretive exposition). What assumptions about the nature of scripture
does each method share, and where do they diverge?

5. The final line—“Such is the nature of people—leave them to their vain imaginings”—has an
unusual tone. Is this resignation, irony, compassion, or something else? How does it function
in the rhetoric of the tablet?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 129 meditates on two intertwined mysteries: the mystery of sacrifice—why truth requires
the offering of life to be authenticated—and the mystery of recognition—why the truth that requires
sacrifice is so rarely recognized by those who are nominally its guardians. The martyrs of Yazd
and Isfahan stand at the intersection of both mysteries: they offered their lives, and they did so in
a context where the religious authorities who should have protected them organized their deaths
instead.

The whole volume presses toward one question: What form of inner development—what
training of perception, what discipline of love, what discipline of reading—makes it
possible for a person to recognize truth when it arrives in an unexpected form, and
to remain loyal to it even when loyalty costs everything that the world counts as a
reason to live?
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