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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 134

This 1905 volume is framed by danger in the Holy Land and by the need to preserve historical mem-
ory, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipline under the pressure of renewed accusations. AB00064
and AB00084 are the major crisis documents: both describe the activities of Mirza Muhammad-
‘Ali and the Investigation Commission, the charges of political sedition and unauthorized teaching
in Ottoman domains, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s insistence that the friends respond through steadfast-
ness, obedience to government, truthfulness, goodwill toward all peoples, and strict adherence to
Baha’u’llah’s counsels in the Ishraqat, Tajalliyat, Kalimat, and Bisharat. AB00406 gives the same
circumstances a broader ethical interpretation, treating religion, patriotism, and valor as forces
that become destructive when severed from love, wisdom, and compassion. AB00346, a long prayer
and exhortation, turns the darkness of the hour into a call for the friends to become guides, lights,
and sources of love in a lifeless and divided world.

The volume is also important for early Baha’i historiography. AB00046 gives a substantial account
of Shaykh Ahmad-i-Ahsa’i and Siyyid Kazim-i-Rashti, their preparation of the Shaykhi community
for the advent of the Promised One, and the search that led Mulla Husayn and the other Letters of
the Living to Shiraz. Its discussion of cryptic allusions in Siyyid Kazim’s writings to the Bab and
Baha’u’llah, and of Shaykh Ahmad’s statement concerning the “Seat” of the Cause and the word
hin, makes it one of the volume’s most valuable interpretive documents. AB00098 gives an extended
account of Tahirih, her rescue from Qazvin, her stay in Baha’u’llah’s household, and the Conference
of Badasht, culminating in her unveiling and Baha’u’llah’s command that the Surih of the Event
be recited. AB00097 complements these accounts by tracing the gradual disclosure of Baha’u’llah’s
station, from early intimations and the year nine to the Garden of Ridvan, Constantinople, and
the open declaration in Adrianople.

Several letters address apologetic and comparative questions. AB00267 compares Christ and
Baha’u’llah, affirming reverence for Christ while arguing that Baha’'u’llah’s Revelation is greater in
scope, volume, public reach, number of early confirmed believers, and breadth of teachings. Its tone
is polemical yet devotional, seeking to answer Christian objections without diminishing Christ’s sta-
tion. AB00585, addressed to a teacher of proofs, treats the Twelfth Imam and the promised Qa’im
through an analysis of conflicting Shi’i traditions, concluding that reliance upon unstable reports
has obscured the explicit Qur’anic promise of the Manifestation. AB00548 is doctrinally varied: it
encourages the writing of a book on the Yazd persecutions, permits intercessory prayer for those
who have died without finding the path of guidance, and explains the “evil eye” through the general
influence of souls rather than through any inherent power of the eye itself.

The remaining letters reveal a community being urged toward mobile teaching, disciplined conduct,
and local consolidation. AB00428 instructs Furughi to travel quietly through Khurasan with wis-
dom, stirring the friends to action and ensuring that they become known for patience, truthfulness,
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obedience, dignity, joy, and unimpeachable conduct. AB00567 praises the Washington assembly,
treats health as valuable when expended in service to the Kingdom or for the benefit of humanity,
and briefly alludes to bodily equilibrium through the balanced composition of elements. AB00084
and AB00428 together sharpen a recurrent standard of Baha’i identity: the friends may be accused
of religious deviation, yet their deeds, words, and conduct should force even critics to acknowledge
their usefulness, goodness, and loyalty. The volume as a whole thus combines historical recollec-
tion, defense against calumny, interpretation of Babi origins, Christian apologetic, and practical
teaching strategy, all under the shadow of renewed investigation and the expectation that crisis
should produce greater luminosity rather than fear.



Contents

AB06566 The Three Kinds of Prophets . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. .. ..... 1
AB00689 Two Kinds of Prophecy . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 1
ABO01283 The Transference of Matter across the Kingdoms of Existence . . . .. ... .. 3
ABO00098 Tahirih and the Conference of Badasht . . . . . ... .. ... ... ....... 4
AB00046 Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kazim . . . ... ... ... ... ... ........ 8
ABO00097 The Declaration of Baha’w'llah . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ........ 13
ABO00267 Christ and Baha’u’llah . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 17
ABO0064 . . . . e e 19
ABO00084 to Baha’is of Tihran . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 23
AB00346 to Midhatul-Vizarih, Abdu’llah et al., in Bandar Abbas . . . . . ... ... ... 27
AB00406 to Malmiri, Muhammad Tahir et al., in Yazd . . . . . .. ... ... ....... 29
AB00428 to Mahmud Furughi, in Khurasan . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ..... 31
ABO00548 to Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd . . . . .. ... ... L 33
ABO00567 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... .. .... 35
AB00636 to Nush (Bombay) et al. . . . . ... . ... .. L 37
AB00631 to Mirza Abdu’l-Baha, in Bushruyyih . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 39
AB10703 to Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC . . . . . .. ... ... .. .... 40
ABO00760 to Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said . . . .. ... ... .. 42
AB02483 to Hands of the Cause of God, in Tihran . . . . . .. .. .. .. ... ...... 44
ABO00961 to Baha’is of Sarvistan . . . . . . . .. ... 46
ABO01076 to Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Baghdad . . . . . ... .. 47
ABO01037 to Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said . . .. ... ... ... 49
AB01108 to Mirza Aga Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran . . . . ... .. ... .. 50
ABO01205 to Ali Quli Khan, in United States . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 51
ABO01377 to Aqa Siyyid Husayn et al., in Hisar . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 53

ix



Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO01386 to Hasan Khurasani, in Egypt . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... . 54
ABO01385 to Muhammad Rida Qaini . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 55
ABO01619 to Vagzir, Mirza Asadullah et al., in Isfahan . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ...... 56
AB01609 to Khudadad Jamshid et al., in Shiraz . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 57
AB12168 to Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran . . . . . .. . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 59
ABO01638 to Nasrullah Khan et al. . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ...... 60
ABO01705 to Relatives of Kaykhusraw Parsi, in Bombay . . .. .. ... ... ....... 61
ABO01723 to Shirin Kayqubad (Wife of Nush Gushtasb) et al. . . . . ... ... ... ... 62
ABO01823 to Aqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Baghistan . . . . ... .. 63
ABO01806 to Mirza Muhammad Taqi Tabasi, in Bombay . . ... ... ... ........ 64
ABO01810 to Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd . . . . ... ... .00 65
AB02072 to Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ...... 67
AB02257 to Mrs P K Dealy, in New York . . . . .. . ... ... ... ... ........ 68
AB02199 to Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Tihran . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... 69
ABO02241 to Aqa Husayn et al. . . . . . . . . .. 70
AB02435 to Baha’is of Haqqih, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 71
AB02697 to Arthur P Dodge, in New York . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ... ...... 72
AB02962 to Abbas Qabil, in Abadih . . . . . . ... ... 72
ABO02920 to Haji Shaykh Zaynu’l-Abidin Yazdi, in Shahrud . . . .. ... ... ... ... 73
AB02894 to Haydar Ali brother of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar, in Tihran . . . ... .. .. ... .. 74
AB12244 to Mirza Aga Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran . . . . ... .. ... .. 75
ABO03052 to Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki . . ... ... ... ... .... 76
AB02983 to May Niyan Logie . . . . . . . . . . . . . s
AB03099 to Mirza Aga Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran . . . . ... .. ... .. 78
AB12255 to Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran . . . . . .. ... .. .. 79
ABO03078 to Mulla Husayn Malik Kandi . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 80
ABO03518 to Baha’is of Armaghan-Kuy et al., in Armaghan Kuy . . ... ... ... ... 81
ABO03516 to Baha’is from Zoroastrian Background, in Shiraz. . . . . ... ... ... ... 81
ABO03381 to Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz . . . ... ... ... ... ... 82
AB12790 to Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. .. ... oo 83
ABO03547 to Haji Sattar et al. . . . . . . . . . . ... 84
ABO03791 to Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Alexandria . . . . . . .. .. ... 85

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS X



Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

AB03722 to Emily Wyman, in Paris . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 86
ABO03664 to Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz . . . . . . 87
ABO03738 to Mary Luisa Noble, in Washington, DC . . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 87
ABO03856 to Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in India . . . . .. ... ... 88
ABO03718 to Aminullah Farid . . . . . . . . .. ... 89
AB03924 to Ali Quli Khan, in Boston . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... ...... 90
ABO03988 to Shaykh Hasan, in Nahavand . . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ......... 91
AB03994 to Mashhadi Ahmad et al.,inIran. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... 92
AB03910 to Ali Akbar Khan . . . . . . . . ... 92
ABO04042 to Mary Bolles . . . . . . . . . . 93
ABO04327 to Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... 94
ABO04265 to Shirazi, Muhammad Hasanetal. . . . . . ... ... ... ........... 95
AB12329 to Lutfullah Jahrumi, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... ....... 95
ABO04269 to Mulla Sadig et al. . . . . . . . . ... 96
AB04924 to Mirza Ibrahim (Darakhsh), in Baghistan . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 97
AB11716 to Muhammad Isma’il (Ivughli), in Khuy . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... 98
AB04852 to Abdu’l-Ahad Tajir (Miyanaj), in Mianeg . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 98
ABO04796 to Abdu’l Husayn Yazdi, in Shahrud . . . . . .. ... ... ... ........ 99
AB04718 to Muhammad Isma’il Tabrizi (Badkubih), in Tiflis . . . . ... ... ... ... 100
AB04964 to Ali Akbar Neighbour of Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd . . . . . ... ... ... 101
AB12880 to Madeleine Sacy, in Paris . . . . . . . . .. .. ... 101
ABO05097 to Agqa Ghulam-Rida Khurasani, in Babul . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 102
ABO05197 to Mandigar, Bamis et al., in Bombay . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... 103
ABO05127 to Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 103
ABO05437 to Sakinih mother of Baqir, in Shiraz . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 104
ABO05100 to Hurmuzdyar Haq Pazhuh, in Tihran . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... .. 105
ABO05368 to Aqa Hashimetal. . . . . . . . ... ... . .. . ... 106
ABO05287 to Farzar, Inayatullah et al. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 106
ABO05588 to Murvarid Bahram mother of Ardishir Khudadad, in Bombay . . .. ... .. 107
AB12824 to Pirmuradi, Sulayman et al., in Isfahan . . . . . ... ... .00 000 108
ABO05582 to Aqa Muhammad Mihdi Akhavan Safa . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 108
AB06285 to Mary J Macnutt, in Brooklyn . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 109

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS xi



Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO06030 to Fatimih, in Yazd . . . . . . . . ... 110
ABO06606 to Nush et al., in Bombay . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 110
ABO06805 to George T Winterburn, in Los Angeles . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. .... 111
ABO06817 to D S Butler, in Niantic, USA . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... . 111
ABO06701 to Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 112
AB06582 to Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .... 113
AB06977 to Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran . . . . . ... ... .. 113
ABO06740 to Manuchihr Mihraban et al., in Yazd . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ...... 114
ABO07494 to Ali (Miyanaj) Attar, in Mianeg . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 115
ABO7480 to Ida Thayl . . . . . . . . . . 115
ABO08082 to Bahram Mihraban et al., in Bombay . . . . . . ... ... ... ..., ... 116
ABO07972 to Yahya Khan, in Shiraz . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 116
ABO08195 to Muhammad Taqi Qajar (Bahin-Ain), in Tihran . . . . . .. . ... ... ... 117
ABO08055 to Kayqubad (Father of Surush) et al. . . . . . ... ... .. ... ... .. 117
ABO08145 to Mr James B Estay . . . . . . . . .. 118
ABO8748 to Baha’is Ardibil . . . . . . . . ... 118
ABO08980 to Baha’is of Jahrum . . . . . . . ... .0 Lo 119
ABO08818 to Georgine D’ange D’astre, in Paris. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 120
ABO08608 to Ustad Muhammad Banna, in Shiraz . . . . . . .. .. .. ... .. ...... 120
ABO08826 to Helen S Moss . . . . . . . . . . . e 121
AB09465 to Naw Zuhur wife of Fadil Shirazi et al., in Tihran . . . . . ... ... ... .. 121
AB09522 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... ...... 122
AB09520 to Muhammad Darvish, in Yazd . . . . . . .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... . 122
AB09525 to Edith Louise Grosvenor . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... 123
AB09231 to Ibrahim son of Khalil Tabib Arjumand . . . . . . . ... ... ... . ..... 124
AB09942 to Gohar Jamshid Hakimian, in Bombay . . . .. ... ... ... .. ... ... 124
AB09980 to Doctor Tashjiyan, in Rasht . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ........ 125
AB10004 to Siyyid Sadiqg, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. . ... . L 125
AB09954 to Nanih Khanum (Mother of Bibi Khadijih) et al. . . . .. .. ... ... ... 126
AB10146 to Wife of Abu’l-Qasim Bayda . . . . . . . ... ... ... L. 126
ABI0795 . . . e 127
AB10553 to Mary C Newton, in New York . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ....... 127

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS xii



AB10542 to John F Renner . . . . . . . . . o 0 127

AB10616 to Rayhan Rayhani . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. ... 128
AB10963 to Josephine Renner . . . . . . . . . ... 128
AB11172 to Tabrizi, Muhammad Isma’il (Badkubih) et al., in Hamadan . . . . . ... .. 129
ABI12761 to Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran . . . . . .. ... .. ... .. 129

Study guide to this volume 131






V]

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO00689
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The Three Kinds of Prophets
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Question: How many kinds of divine Prophets are there?

Answer: There are three kinds of divine Prophets. One kind
are the universal Manifestations, which are even as the sun.
Through Their advent the world of existence is renewed, a
new cycle is inaugurated, a new religion is revealed, souls are
quickened to a new life, and East and West are flooded with
light. These Souls are the universal Manifestations of God and
have been sent forth to the entire world and the generality of
mankind.

Another kind of Prophets are followers and promulgators,
not leaders and law-givers, but they are nonetheless the
recipients of the hidden inspirations of God. Yet another
kind are Prophets Whose prophethood has been limited to
a particular locality. But the universal Manifestations are
all-encompassing: They are like the root, and all others are as
the branches; they are like the sun, and all others are as the
moon and the stars.
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AB00689

Two Kinds of Prophecy
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Question: In the books of the Prophets there are tidings of the
future; that is, certain events and incidents have been explicitly
or implicitly announced and unseen matters foretold, which in
this day are witnessed to have come true in their entirety. How
were these events of the present day foreseen in the past?
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Answer: The Prophets of God draw upon both His boundless
universal grace and His particular grace, that is, upon divine
revelation and inspiration. They foretell certain events through
revelation and inspiration, which are the heavenly splendours,
the intimations of the heart, and the scattering rays of the light
of the Day-Star of Truth. This grace is like the resplendent
rays of the sun, and the hearts of the Prophets are even as
mirrors. Thus They affirm that Their words have proceeded
from revelation and inspiration.

The second kind of discovery is due to the fact that the
Prophets are able Physicians and informed of the mysteries
They have Their finger on the pulse of
the world, and They diagnose and foresee the ailments and
illnesses which are to come. It is from the appearance, signs,
and conditions of the universe itself that They infer these
mysteries. Thus, when an able physician notes certain signs
and symptoms in the body of a patient, he diagnoses future
ailments, illnesses, and conditions. This proceeds from his
knowledge, skill, and power of inference.

of the universe.

But the tidings of the Prophets are all founded upon the scat-
tering rays of the light of truth and proceed from pure inspira-
tion and revelation. For past, present, and future apply only
to the world of creation, not to the world of God. In the realm
of Truth, past, present, and future are one and the same: The
beginning is even as the end and the end even as the beginning.
For in the eternal and everlasting realm of God, time holds no
sway and no distinction can be made between past and future,
as past and future are contrary to that which has neither be-
ginning nor end. In a realm that has no beginning and no end,
how can past, present, and future even be imagined? Observe
that even in an outward sense time has no sway in the world
of the intellect, even though it holds sway in the mind of an
intelligent person, for the power of the mind has ever appre-
hended and encompassed all things and will forever continue
to do so.

Consider for example the sun itself: It knows neither morning,
nor noon, nor evening—all times are one; all moments are the
same. But on account of the rising and setting of the sun, the
inhabitants of the earth see mornings and evenings and reckon
the days and nights. Thus all these times are one in the sun
and all these days are identical and indistinguishable.
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Likewise, in the realm of truth, past, present, and future are
the same, and future events are even as past and present oc-
currences. From the perspective of that realm, all events and
incidents take place in the present and are witnessed by the
Prophets and the chosen ones. And so it is that the Prophets
herald events that will transpire two or three thousand years
hence, for they abide in the realm of truth, wherein the mys-
teries of the universe are revealed and laid bare. Infer from
this statement the truth of the spiritual discoveries of the Holy
Ones and reflect and ponder thereon—the matter is indeed clear
and manifest.
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The Transference of Matter across the Kingdoms of Existence
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Throughout this endless universe, the greatest means for the
progress and renewal of existence is that all things are eaters
and eaten. This is a condition that applies to all the particles of
the universe, and it is through this means that created things
are renewed, transformed into one another, and endowed with
a new reality unlike the previous one. And this indeed is the
means of renewal.

For instance, in the mineral kingdom the soil absorbs the air
and the water and decomposes the creatures within it, and thus
enables the existence of plants. The more microscopic animals
exist in the soil, the better the plants will grow. And when the
plant has grown, it is consumed by the animal, is incorporated
in its body, and is endowed with a new existence. Thus it
progresses further and assumes a higher reality than that which
it initially possessed. This indeed is the means of progress and
renewal from the mineral to the vegetable, from the vegetable
to the animal, and from the animal to the human world. For
as plants grow they are eaten by the animal and replace those
elements which have been depleted in the latter’s body. In this
manner the plants enter the animal kingdom. The microscopic
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organisms in the air, water, and food enter in turn the body
of man and replace that which has been assimilated therein.

Thus there is progress in these passages and renewals: The
mineral passed from the mineral to the vegetable, then to the
animal, and finally to the human realm. And were it not for the
cycle of the eater and the eaten, no renewal would take place.
Such a renewal, however, is one of the inherent requirements
of existence, and all contingent things are bound to pass from
one condition to another.

The pain and sting of death consists in the dissolution of what
was composed and its passage from one condition to another.
When one is accustomed to composition, then decomposition
is a painful torment; when one is used to a certain degree and
station, it is difficult to take leave of it. It is therefore clear
that death is merely the passage from one condition to another.
Thus if a predatory animal devours another animal, the latter
has in reality not been abased but has been decomposed and
recomposed, found a renewed existence, and passed from one
body to another. This motion and renewal of beings gives
rise to the orderly arrangement and interconnectedness of all
things, and were it not for these passages across the vegetable,
animal, and human realms, the chain of being would be broken
and the innate order of nature would be disrupted.
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AB00098

Tahirih and the Conference of Badasht
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Question: Can you provide an account of Tahirih’s deliverance
from Qazvin, her arrival in Tihran, her departure for Badasht,
and the events that transpired there?

Answer: In brief, what happened is the following. Those were
the early days of the Cause and no one was informed of the
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divine teachings. All followed the law of the Qur’an and re-
garded warfare, retribution, and retaliation as permissible. In
Qazvin, Haji Mulla Taqi launched an attack from the pulpit
and condemned those two resplendent stars, Shaykh Ahmad-i-
Ahsa’i and Siyyid Kazim-i-Rashti. He cursed and reviled them
vehemently, saying: “This affair of the Bab, which is unmiti-
gated error, is a hellish fire that has blazed forth from the grave
of Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kazim.” In sum, he uttered the
most brazen words and repeatedly hurled insults and invective
at them.

A believer from Shiraz was present at his sermon and heard it
with his own ears. As he was unaware of the divine teachings
that were yet to be promulgated and the principles upon which
the religion of God was to be established, he concluded that
it behoved him to act according to the law of the Qur’an, and
thus he set out to settle the score. He went before dawn to the
mosque of the said Haji Mulla Taqi and concealed himself in
an alcove. When at dawn Haji Mulla Taqi came to the mosque,
that individual stabbed him in the back and in the mouth with
a spear-tipped cane. Haji Mulla Taqi fell to the ground and
his assailant fled. When the people arrived, they saw the cleric
lying dead.

A great tumult erupted and throughout the city a hue and
cry was raised. The dignitaries of the town decided in concert
that the assassins were Shaykh Rasul-i-‘Arab and two other
individuals, whom they viewed as being among the associates
of Tahirih. They immediately arrested these three individuals,
and Tahirih herself was subjected to severe restrictions. When
that man from Shiraz saw that others had been apprehended
in his place, he felt it unfit to remain silent and came of his own
accord to the seat of the government to declare that Shaykh
Rasul and his friends were entirely innocent of the wrongful
accusations levelled against them, and that he himself was the
murderer. He described in full detail what had transpired, and
confessed, saying: “These people are innocent: Set them free,
for I am the guilty one and it is I who must be punished.” They
arrested him but kept the others captive.

Briefly, they brought these four people from Qazvin to Tihran.
No matter how much that man from Shiraz protested that
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it was he who was guilty and that the others were entirely
innocent—explaining that he had committed the crime because
the victim had openly cursed and reviled his master from the
pulpit and that, outraged and unable to contain himself, he
had therefore stabbed him in the mouth with a spearhead—no
one listened. To the contrary, Haji Mulla Taqi’s son clam-
oured before the ministers of the government for the death
of all four. Sadru’l-‘Ulama, who was the head of the clergy,
sought an audience with the Shah and said: “Haji Mulla Taqi
was an illustrious man, highly renowned in the eyes of all and
deeply revered by the people of Qazvin. In avenging the mur-
der of such a man, a single individual is of no consequence. All
four men must be turned over to the heirs of Mulla Taqi and
delivered to Qazvin, that they may be executed in that city
and that its inhabitants may thus be placated.” Out of regard
for Sadru’l-‘Ulama and the people of Qazvin, the Shah gave
word that all four could be executed.

The man from Shiraz, seeing that the others had not been
released in spite of his own arrest, escaped on a snowy night
and went to the house of Rida Khan. Together they made a
pact and departed for Shaykh Tabarsi, where they both met
with martyrdom. As to Shaykh Rasul and his friends, they
were taken to Qazvin, where the populace fell upon them and
killed them in the most horrendous manner.

As a result, Tahirih met with the greatest hardship. No one
would associate with her, and all her relatives—even her hus-
band and two sons—showed the greatest enmity and would
oppress and revile her. Baha'u’llah dispatched Aga Hadiy-i-
Qazvini from Tihran and, by an elaborate stratagem, arranged
for Tahirih to be rescued from Qazvin and brought directly to
the private quarters of His house. At first no one knew of this,
but when some within the inner circle of the believers were
informed, they came to see her. I was a child, sitting on her
lap and being held in her arms. The curtain was drawn, and
those believers were seated in an adjoining room while she was
speaking. The purport of her discourse, which was supported
by a range of arguments, as well as by the Qur’an and the
traditions of the Prophet, was that in every age an illustrious
and distinguished Individual must be the focal Centre of the
circle of guidance, the Pole Star of the firmament of the most
excellent Law of God, and a perspicuous Leader; that all may
defer to Him; and that in this day that illustrious and dis-
tinguished Individual is the Bab, Who has manifested Himself.
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Although her speech was eloquent, yet when she perceived that
Baha’u’llah was to raise another call and shine forth with an-
other radiance, she became even more enkindled and reached
a state that can hardly be described. She forsook all patience
and composure and well-nigh rent asunder the veil of conceal-
ment. Night and day she would at turns speak forth and cry
out, laugh aloud, and weep bitterly.

Later Baha’u’llah sent her with a number of believers towards
Badasht. Their first stop was a beautiful and verdant garden.
Tahirih and the friends arrived there and were later joined by
Baha’u’llah, Who rested the night there. In the morning He
sent Tahirih and the friends with ample provisions to Badasht.
After a few days, Baha’u’llah Himself went there. When He
reached Badasht, Quddus had returned from Khurasan and he,
too, came to Badasht, but he remained concealed.

In Badasht there was a field with a stream running through
it and gardens to either side. Quddus remained concealed in
one of the gardens, and Tahirih resided in the other. A tent
had been pitched for Baha’u’llah on that field, and the other
believers were also housed in tents erected on the same field.
In the evenings Baha'u’llah, Quddus, and Tahirih would meet.
Baha’u’llah made a solemn agreement with them that the truth
of the Cause would be proclaimed at Badasht, but no specific
day was designated.

Then, by chance, Baha'u’llah fell ill. As soon as he was
informed, Quddus emerged from his concealment and entered
Baha’u’llah’s tent. Tahirih sent a message saying: “Either
bring Baha'u’llah to the garden where I reside or I will
come myself” Quddus said: “Baha’u’llah is unwell and
cannot come”, which was a signal. Tahirih, seizing upon
the opportunity, arose and, unveiled, came forth from the
garden.  She proceeded towards the tent of Baha'u’llah
crying out and proclaiming: “I am the Trumpet-blast; I am
the Bugle-calll”-which are two of the signs of the Day of
Resurrection mentioned in the Qur’an. Calling out in this
fashion, she entered the tent of Baha’u’llah. No sooner had
she entered than Baha’u’llah instructed the believers to recite
the Surih of the Event from the Qur’an, a Surih that describes
the upheaval of the Day of Resurrection.

In such wise was the Day of Resurrection proclaimed. The
believers were seized with such fear and terror that some fled,
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others remained bewildered and dumbfounded, and still others
wept and lamented. Some were so dismayed that they fell ill,
and Haji Mulla Isma’il was so overcome with fear and terror
that he cut his own throat. But after a few days, peace and
composure were regained and the confusion and anxiety were
dispelled. Most of those who had fled became steadfast again,
and the episode of Badasht drew to a close.

Clps y Sy Olr 5 dd OOl Csld
SN PR SO SR I &=
Duly G N4l Ol 5 dly g
Ole & 848 Ol Ol gam 5§
Sl Ol Joar) So sl o cainS
Gras e LAy ke OGS A
D135 08 Gy Ko D) dm Ay v

BRL_TTT#09 Sy Al gllas) 5 il ol
Sy s 5 N S 05l w0 Lol
A o
BRL_TTTP#09, MMK4#018 p.017
AB00046

Shaykh Ahmad and Styyid Kazim
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Question: What is the story of Shaykh Ahmad-i-Ahsa’i and
Siyyid Kazim-i-Rashti, the journey of their disciples to Shiraz,
and their declaration of allegiance to the Bab, and how did
these events unfold?

Answer: Know that in the latter days the Shi’ihs of Persia
had forgotten the truth of the religion of God and had become
entirely devoid and deprived of the morals of the spiritually
minded. They were cleaving to empty husks and remained
entirely heedless of the pith and substance. They had noth-
ing to show but outward observances, such as prayer, fast-
ing, pilgrimage, almsgiving, and the commemoration of the
blessed Imams. The people of true knowledge would therefore
call them “Qishri” (superficial), for amongst them the inner
truths and meanings were absent, spiritual perceptions were
non-existent, and heavenly morals had become but an idle mat-
ter.

3 When the night of separation approached the dawn-that is,
when the concealment of the True One ran its course and the
dawn of the morn of God drew nigh—Shaykh Ahmad-i-Ahsa’i
appeared. He guided the people to inner truths and meanings
and expounded the secrets and mysteries of the Qur’an. The
Shi’ihs then became divided into two camps: Some followed the
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august Shaykh and became known as Shaykhis, while others
kept to their prior condition and were called “Qishri”.

The illustrious Shaykh began to invite the people to anticipate
the advent of God’s revelation and the blazing of the Fire of
Sinai. He proclaimed, in his writings and in his lessons, that
the dawn was fast approaching and that the appearance of the
promised Manifestation was imminent. Thus did he seek to
instil receptivity in the hearts of the people and admonish them
to await day and night the advent of the divine Manifestation.
He became most renowned for his knowledge and perfections,
not only in Persia but throughout the Shi’th world. He was
mentioned at every gathering and was sought after by all.

During his lifetime he trained and instructed Siyyid Kazim-i-
Rashti, and before he died he appointed him as his successor.
Siyyid Kazim followed in the footsteps of the illustrious Shaykh
and occupied himself night and day with elucidating the inner
truths and meanings and in disseminating the secrets and mys-
teries of the Qur’an. He so imbued the people with anticipation
for the coming Revelation that his disciples, in their eagerness,
forsook all patience and repose and dispersed in every direction
until they found the Promised One.

Moreover, Siyyid Kazim explicitly specified, in the preamble of
his book “Sharh-i-Qasidih”, the name of Baha'u’llah: “Praise
be to God Who hath adorned the preamble of the book of
His Essence with the mystery of distinction, the ornament of
that Point wherefrom the Ha’ is manifested, with neither as-
similation nor separation, through the Alif” To fully explain
this expression to you would take a long time, since you are
unfamiliar with such words and expressions, and were I to do
so it would fill an entire book. But since time is short I will
briefly provide a word-for-word translation so that you will un-
derstand the general meaning. He says: Praise be to God who
has adorned the book of existence with the mystery of distinc-
tion through degrees, for it is through such differences that the
world of existence is adorned. If all things were of one kind and
there were no distinctions, existence would be imperfect. The
realm of God and the realm of creation, the realm above and
the realm below, the realm of truth and the realm of illusion:
All these distinctions are among the inherent requirements of
existence. He then says that the book of existence is adorned
with that Point wherefrom the letter Ha’ appears and the let-
ter Alif is manifested. And in the same book he explains in
numerous passages that the Point is the letter Ba’. And when
the letters Ba’, Ha’, and Alif are brought together it makes
“Baha.”
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Siyyid Kazim also spoke of triliterals and quadriliterals. A
triliteral is a word comprising three letters, such as “’Ali”, and
a quadriliteral is a word comprising four, such as “Muhammad”.
When these two are combined it makes “’Ali-Muhammad”,
which is the blessed name of the Bab. In numerous passages
of the same book he explicitly refers to the Bab and extols
Him with boundless laudations and attributes, saying that the
mysteries of all that has been and all that shall be are found
in Him. He also says that all the inner truths and meanings
of the Sacred Scriptures are enfolded and allusively expressed
in the verse “Bismi’llahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim” (In the name of
God, the Merciful, the Compassionate), that all the meanings
of “Bismi’llah” (in the name of God) are encapsulated and
comprehended in the letter Ba’, which is the sum total of all
truths and mysteries, and that the Ba’ refers to Baha’u’llah.

The late Siyyid had asked the illustrious Shaykh to expound
in some way that Hidden Mystery. The Shaykh wrote in re-
ply: “There must needs be a Seat for this Cause and a Place
for every Announcement.” That is, this Cause upon which we
have embarked has a designated Seat and Centre, and every
Announcement must be established from a given place, mean-
ing a centre wherein it is realized. Then he said: “I can say no
more; I can appoint no time. ‘His Cause will be made known
after a while (Hin)”” That is, I cannot specify that determined
Centre and cannot explicitly say Who He is. Then he cites
this verse of the Qur’an: “His Cause will be made known after
a while (Hin).” The preceding verse is “He, verily, is naught
but a Remembrance unto all the worlds.” In the Commentary
on the Surih of Joseph, the Bab refers to Himself as “the Re-
membrance of God”. The august Shaykh intimates here that
that “Seat and Centre” is “the Remembrance of God”, and
that the verse “His Cause will be made known after a while
(Hin)” means that you will grasp whatsoever that intended
Centre will announce and proclaim after “Hin”. Now, accord-
ing to the abjad reckoning, “Hin” is equivalent to sixty-eight
and “after Hin” is sixty-nine, the year of Baha’u’llah’s reve-
lation. The substance of these words is that whatsoever that
Remembrance of God will announce and intimate will become
clear and manifest in the year after Hin, that is, in the year
sixty-nine.

As a result of the passionate encouragement of the illustrious
Shaykh to anticipate the advent of God and of his assertion of
its imminence, and likewise as a result of the utterances of the
illustrious Siyyid who night and day proclaimed the approach
of that advent—going so far as to instruct his disciples one day
to go forth and seek after their Master—-Mulla Husayn and some
of the Siyyid’s other disciples set themselves to the search. And
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since a tradition had been reported that the Promised One iy 3) 55 &loy O 5 XLl iws

would go to the mosque of Kufih, they also went to that mosque
and stayed there for a time, awaiting His advent. Even the
illustrious Siyyid himself, at the close of his life, left Karbila for
a visit to Kazimayn and Samarra and returned. In the course
of his journey to Samarra, and in the village of Musayyib he
spoke to his disciples of his own death. When his disciples
began to weep and lament, crying out and beseeching him, he
asked them: “Would ye not wish that I pass from this world,
that your Master may appear?”

In brief, our meaning is that these two illustrious souls en-
dowed their followers with the greatest receptivity. That is
why after the passing of the late Siyyid his disciples sought
with all their might after the Promised Beauty. Mulla Husayn
and some of his disciples departed from Iraq, made for Persia,
and were taken up with the search till they entered the city of
Shiraz. As Mulla Husayn had met the Bab before in Karbila
and knew Him, he became His guest. On the night of the fifth
of Jamadiyu’l-Avval, Mulla Husayn was seated in the presence
of the Bab, who was preparing the tea. As the Bab was serving
the tea, He recited certain verses. Mulla Husayn was amazed
and astonished to hear a young man, with no religious edu-
cation or training in the Arabic tongue, recite verses of the
utmost eloquence and power, a feat which he could have never
thought possible. This led to his awakening and allegiance.
The following day he told his disciples and others that he had
found the Object of their search and proceeded to describe and
portray Him, but he concealed His identity and did not divulge
His name. However, he so extolled His attributes that his dis-
ciples and the others were enthralled with this news and with
unrelenting thirst continued to search for the life-giving wa-
ters. Finally, after a few days, he specified His blessed Name.
A great commotion ensued. Seventeen people bore allegiance
to Him, and the letter of Tahirih, which was with a certain
Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, was presented to the Bab. For Tahirih
had given him this letter and asked him to present it to the
Promised One when once they had found Him. In that letter
she had included the following ode, the opening of which reads:

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ool Cé, J@\f- 43; domud 348 40 {
pszfub\d»,.ujmub
Al s )\;)j s d\ Ky ))@J’
,Mm,pj;u{fmy)\uu(.u
sl s ..>).C Sl o9 Sy G\Ju‘f"
s Sl s &5 3 asb‘f;« PR
245 sk oS g s by $5
oL ol u 23S 4Ny O dl
Il Olg ool 31 e ddl i LS LTS 58
?::fﬁwmdyf)ﬂu

Oluly 51555 93 o § Cad) a2 o)l
du & 3y o) eisls slawad Sl s
O slig U5 st Sy
Ol wdzlsy, s Calb (Gemas
S 0S5l e b QUL
).\.2::9) O‘JL\MJ .)\;Jf C,.{f é\f

N J)\J )‘Jy: :J:J.C by JJJ‘%M DL

O a w{ j\ Jer uU\uL uLa-
e Dy 0348 B )Lf SERS! Llc\
i e o e Olags lesl

“.""'JJ

il oUlol ole ‘\J}Y\L;;L?: rﬁ,
..‘\Sbﬁ d}k—fm 6% vy:j: éc\ C)fa>- 9

Ol Nosd M 3L Ol gl o o
35 sdalie 1) o2 Olye 5 dly SUIGL
S s pde Joad Os Gl gt S
S cobab 5 Codl Ll 5o e 0L
i GE e 1 e S

228 oUIok Ol 0kl 5 elEl e

55 53 OIS R o\;ft.u, 153 dn
_’FQL (;N?wf\)&ﬁf
358 G (S CElay Caes s
Syl 51 A ~C«~5~‘> s5ee (S &
é“} a.lﬁ‘)?\':' J;F QL dLo- uj.a>
b by wud e d\d}«.&uﬁ;
)J‘)»)‘M&—LJ»}J)ML)\L;M
A odan 3Bl Ay oF gty Sl !
Do Pl § oplb hin oy 502 oo
@foﬁ&\JJﬁﬂﬁajgb&.\;
Ll sy s O & 5y el Sl
o a0 s 5 KU @l |y ez o O
) 1y & sy 0358 0 g0 1y dk

11

10



11

12

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO00046

“The effulgence of Thy face flashed forth, And the rays of Thy
visage arose on high.

Then speak the word, ‘Am I not your Lord?’ And ‘Thou art,
Thou art!” we will all reply.”

Thus Tahirih became the eighteenth believer. The Shi’ihs
believed in fourteen immaculate Souls and four Gates. The
fourteen immaculate Souls are Muhammad, Fatimih, and the
The four Gates are the four individuals who
succeeded one another as the leaders of the Shi’ihs after the
twelfth Imam. Thus these eighteen souls were appointed to
match those eighteen—the main intent was the number. The
Bab Himself was the nineteenth. Such is the basis of the num-
ber nineteen that has been mentioned in all the Books and
Tablets of the Bab. The names of the Letters of the Living are
as follows:

twelve Imams.

Mulla Husayn

Muhammad-Hasan, his brother

Muhammad Bagqir, his nephew

» Mulla ‘Aliy-i-Bastami

Mulla Khuda-Bakhsh-i-Quchani, later named Mulla ‘Ali

Mulla Hasan-i-Bajistani

Siyyid Husayn-i-Yazdi

Mirza Muhammad Rawdih-Khan
Sa’id-i-Hindi

Mulla Mahmud-i-Khu’i

Mulla Jalil-i-Urumi

5 Mulla Muhammad-i-Ibdal-i-Maraghi’i

Mulla Bagir-i-Tabrizi

 Mulla Yusuf-i-Ardibili
s Mirza Hadi, son of Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab-i-Qazvini

Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali-i-Qazvini
Tahirih
Quddus
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The greatness and glory of most of these Letters of the Living
resides solely in the fact that they professed their faith at the
very beginning. Among them and in terms of importance, a few
souls occupy a primary position—Mulla Husayn, Quddus, and
Tahirih; a few other blessed souls occupy a secondary position;
and the rest are honoured solely for having believed in the very
beginning—two of them even, like Judas Iscariot, recanted their
faith later.

After the blessed person of the Bab came to light and His fame
spread, Mulla Husayn unloosed his tongue and openly taught
the Faith, and was charged to go to other provinces and teach.
These in short are the events surrounding the declaration of
allegiance of Mulla Husayn and the other Letters of the Living.
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The Declaration of Baha'u’llah
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Question: On what date did the dawning of the Sun of Truth
and the advent of the Blessed Beauty take place?

Answer: From the beginning of His childhood Baha’u’llah was
possessed of such astonishing qualities, signs, and utterances
as to amaze every soul. All the dignitaries of Persia would say:
“This youth is wrought of a rare substance”, and everyone,
even the enemies and the envious, bore witness to His knowl-
edge, grace, wisdom, understanding, intelligence, and percep-
tion. Among other things, it was acknowledged by all that He
had neither entered a school nor received a religious education.
Nonetheless, His knowledge and perfections were well recog-
nized. The learned men of Persia would submit to Him the
difficult questions that perplexed their minds, and He would
resolve them. To this day, and in spite of their hostility, the
dignitaries of Persia bear witness to this matter.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o2 (A 45 5> SHls
Skl i s 5 e dlm Ol
W/S m‘:#d)tgj)ﬁ\)
-L'&ig.ﬂ ol OK)J C?') 3 r)f O o
JJ"“"‘(.KJW‘LS‘;“L’O‘)"U\
UJL‘MKJJUAJ}J‘)J\}JWJJK
S jime Olasls 5 Ol L;" (Nl
§ owm JJ)WJH(‘}“%“‘-\"'
J-vﬂf- dd.w)u\ﬁ BEIE u\)M Jo\: 6.1(.:
J)Lﬁ Jla d\{; fkp Sdne .,\a.a_},ajm
wf&w‘_};ud\%‘dwj.\jéw
o)&m:},u}é d\},u ol el
sle Sy L ol Qg)J d@\&\ 3 D gaipn

Lade Osld 48 o

13

33


http://www.bahai.org/r/039883781
https://www.bahai.org/r/192434166
http://www.bahai.org/r/152388912
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/nss.pdf#page=146

ot

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO00097

In sum, no one, whether in Persia or even throughout the East,
denies Baha’u’llah’s knowledge, perfection, greatness, and abil-
ity. At most they claim that this Man subverted the founda-
tions of the Law of God, that by means of His shrewdness,
intelligence, knowledge, wisdom, eloquence, and sagacity He
led astray a vast multitude, and that He thus undermined the
perspicuous religion of God. But they do not deny His great-
ness.

Thus, from the very beginning of the Revelation of the Bab,
the believers were humble and lowly before Baha’u’llah, looked
to Him for guidance, and were drawn to Him with a heart-
felt attraction. But at Badasht the greatness and majesty
of Baha'u’llah were manifested to a further degree. There,
a number of believers developed a particular devotion and be-
came wholly attracted to Him. Whoever met Him and heard
His words would be transformed and enthralled, and could do
naught but surrender his will and become aflame with the fire
of the love of God.

During His final days in Tihran, prior to the journey to Bagh-
dad, some of the believers, such as Muhammad Taqi Khan,
Sulayman Khan, Jinab-i-‘Azim, Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad, Mulla
‘Abdu’l-Fattah, and Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab-all of whom were
to be later martyred—as well as Mirza Husayn Kirmani and
many other souls, perceived that Baha’u’llah occupied a tran-
scendent station and became convinced that He was a Manifes-
tation of God. Baha’u’llah had composed an ode from which
the fragrance of a heavenly station could be perceived, the
opening of which reads: “’Tis from Our rapture that the clouds
of realms above are raining down.” All the friends would re-
cite that ode with the utmost fervour and attraction, and all
accepted its purport—not a soul voiced an objection. That ode
was indeed most enthralling.

The first person who recognized the sublimity and holiness
of Baha’u’llah and became certain that He would manifest a
momentous Cause was Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Karim-i-Qazvini, whom
the Bab had named Mirza Ahmad. He was the intermediary
between the Bab and Baha’u’llah and was aware of the truth
of the matter.

After coming to Baghdad from Persia, Baha’u’llah declared to
a certain extent the nature of His mission in the ninth year
after the appearance of the Bab, and became known among
the friends as the appearance of Husayn. For the people of
Persia believed that the appearance of the promised Mahdi
must be followed by that of Husayn, that is, of Imam Husayn
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the martyr, to whom they are indeed most attached and bear
the greatest allegiance.

Now, in all His Books and Scriptures, the Bab heralded that
which was to transpire in the year nine. Among them, there
abound expressions such as: “In the year nine ye shall attain
unto all good.” And such statements as “In the year nine ye
shall...”, and “Then ye shall..”, and “Then ye shall..” are nu-
merous. Likewise, He says: “Wait thou until nine will have
elapsed from the time of the Bayan. Then exclaim: ‘Blessed,
therefore, be God...”” In sum, the tidings of the Bab regarding
the year nine are such as to defy all description. Neverthe-
less certain souls faltered, among them Mirza Yahya, Siyyid
Muhammad-i-Isfahani, and a few others. The Sermon of Salu-
tations was revealed in the year nine, and likewise the com-
mentary on the verse of the Qur’an “All food was allowed to
the children of Israel except what Israel forbade itself” issued
forth in that same year.

Perceiving the covert rebellion of Mirza Yahya and others,
Baha’u’llah journeyed alone to Sulaymaniyyih and was absent
for two years. During that time, Mirza Yahya was acting with
utmost caution behind a veil of concealment and, fearing the at-
tention of the General Consul of Persia in Baghdad, disguised
himself, took the name of Haji ‘Ali, and engaged in selling shoes
and plaster in Basrah and in Suqu’sh-Shuyukh in the vicinity
of Baghdad. The Cause became entirely quiescent, the Call
ceased to be heard, and all name and trace thereof well-nigh
vanished.

During His sojourn in Sulaymaniyyih, Baha’u’llah penned a
number of works, among them certain prayers of which copies
are still extant, and certain epistles on mystical wayfaring ad-
dressed to the doctors and the learned men of Islam, which
are likewise still extant. In those epistles certain teachings are
expounded, among them words to this effect: “Were it not con-
trary to the perspicuous Law of God, I would have given my
would-be murderer to be my heir. But what am I to do—I have
no worldly possessions, nor hath it been thus decreed by His
sovereign will.”

In any event, all the doctors and learned men of Sulaymaniyyih
attested to the knowledge, attainments, and perfections of
Baha’u’llah and developed an affection for His person; that is,
they would say that this Man was unique and ranked among
the chosen ones of God.
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2 When Baha’u’llah returned from Sulaymaniyyih, He illumined

Baghdad with His light: The call of God was raised anew and
a tumult arose in Persia. In Baghdad Baha’u’llah stood firm
before all peoples. The government of Persia was extremely
hostile in those days, and all were seeking by every means to
cause Him suffering and to bring Him to harm. At last the Per-
sian government, having grown alarmed at His influence, said:
“Baghdad is close to Persia and is a place of passage for the
Persians. Thus, in order to put out this fire Baha’u’llah must
be banished to a distant land.” The Persian government then
petitioned the Ottoman government, and Baha’u’llah was as a
result transferred with all due honour out of Baghdad. Leaving
the city, Baha’u’llah went to the garden of Najib Pasha and
resided there for twelve days. During that time many people,
both high and low, and even the Governor and a number of
other officials, attained His blessed presence. These are the
twelve days of Ridvan.

In any event, it was by means of hints and allusions that
Baha’u’llah first declared His mission during those twelve days.
Certain among the friends grasped His intent, but others did
not fully understand. At last Baha’u’llah came to Constantino-
ple and the Surih of pilgrimage was revealed, wherein the in-
struction is given to circumambulate the House of Baghdad. In
that Surih the Cause is openly manifest, but the phrase “He
Whom God shall make manifest” does not appear.

Subsequently, the Persian government caused Baha’u’llah to be
further banished to Adrianople. From there numerous Tablets
were revealed day and night to the effect that “Since We have
been expelled from our homeland and banished from Baghdad
to a remote place, that the fire of the love of God might be
quenched, the lamp of guidance extinguished, the banner of
God hauled down, and the call of the True One silenced, We
have therefore chosen to fully reveal the Cause, manifest the
proof, raise the call, and hoist the banner of the Cause of God,
that all may see that this persecution, enmity, banishment, and
exile has only deepened the influence of the Word of God, that
the fame of the Cause has been noised abroad, and that the
tidings of the advent of the Kingdom of God have reached unto
both East and West.” This universal declaration took place in
the year 1280. All the friends, with the exception of Yahya
and a few of his followers, became firm and devoted believers,
and from Adrianople Tablets would ceaselessly flow to Persia.
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This is an account, in summary form, of the Declaration of
Baha’u’llah.

BRL_TTT#11
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Christ and Baha’u’llah
To: Unknown, in Akka
Date: 1905 ca.

Some have asserted that, while mighty signs and marvellous
deeds have appeared from Baha'u’llah, through which His
greatness shines forth as resplendent as the sun, yet the
Revelation of Christ is superior to and incommensurate with
His.

Indeed the signs of greatness in Christ are beyond the ken of
mortal mind and the grasp of human imagination. And indeed
we are most humble and lowly before His sweet and beauteous
countenance, and we love Him with all our heart and soul; nay,
should it be called for and should divine confirmations assist
us, we would readily lay down our lives for His sake. For we
regard Him in the light of true greatness and bear allegiance
to His truth. But should attention be drawn to this assertion,
we will, in all sincerity and love, reply to their objection in the
following manner.

Christ was raised among the people of Israel, who lived un-
der Roman rule. Now, in those days the Romans were world-
renowned for their attainments in every field of human civi-
lization, and so it would not be a cause of great wonder if
an eloquent utterance or a novel teaching were to issue from
Christ. Baha’u’llah, by contrast, appeared in Persia, where
useful sciences were entirely lacking, except insofar as religious
laws and theological studies were concerned. And thus the
appearance of these divine teachings, of these mighty and mo-
mentous signs, from such an individual and in such a land, is
indeed cause for wonder.

Moreover, the words and verses of Christ, when taken alto-
gether, would comprise at most ten pages, whereas if the verses
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of Baha'u’llah were gathered together from beginning to end,
they would fill several trunks. Aside from this, the utterances
of Christ in the Gospel are solely concerned with spiritual ad-
monitions and with the improvement and rectification of hu-
man character, whereas the Writings of Baha’u’llah encompass
manifold expressions of wisdom and inner meaning, realities
and sciences, counsels and admonitions, and explanations and
exegeses of the Sacred Scriptures of old.

At the time of His ascension, Christ had raised up twelve men
and four women. There were to be sure a few others beside
these, but they had not reached the station of certitude. And
among these twelve men, one became His sworn enemy: Judas
Iscariot, who, notwithstanding his position as the chief of the
Apostles, arose to have Him killed. The most prominent among
the remaining eleven was Peter, and even he failed to stand firm
in the face of trials, since, according to the explicit text of the
Gospel, he thrice denied Christ at the hour of His martyrdom,
to the point of entirely recanting his faith in the last instance.
It was only after the cock crowed that he was reawakened and
made contrite and repentant. Whereas from the inception of
this Cause to the present day, perhaps close to twenty thou-
sand men, women, and children have offered up their lives in
the path of God. Many of them, under the threat of the sword,
raised the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!” Many were told that, if
they publicly recanted their faith, they would keep both their
lives and their possessions, and yet they answered with the
cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!” Thus, at the time of Baha'u’llah’s
ascension, more than two hundred thousand souls had taken
shelter beneath His blessed shadow and had attained the sta-
tion of certitude. The renown of Christ did not even reach, in
His own lifetime, Assyria, Chaldea, Asia Minor, or the regions
of Syria, whereas Baha’u’llah’s renown, in His own lifetime,
had spread throughout East and West.

Christ was not widely known among the people-most would
not recognize Him—and He would travel from village to village
and from wilderness to wilderness; and so it was that when
they set out to arrest Him they knew not where to find Him or
how to recognize Him. Judas Iscariot came to them and said:
“I will show Him to you.” They said: “When we enter that
place, how will we know who is Christ?” Judas said: “The
one whom I will kiss is Christ.” Baha’u’llah, however, was
standing visibly and openly before His foes, was known to all,
and withstood the onslaught of a mighty nation. The enemy
arrayed against Christ was the feeble Jewish nation which suf-
fered under Roman rule and which, like the present-day Jews
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of Tiberias and Safed, was a subjugated people. Baha’u’llah’s
enemies, however, were the adherents of one of the most pow-
erful nations of the world. When Christ was taken before the
court, He was asked: “Art thou the King of the Jews?” And He
replied in all meekness: “Thou sayest it.”19 But, in the great
assemblage of Tihran, the voice of Baha'u’llah was raised in
address to the highest heaven.20

This is the truth of the matter. Consider it and ask the de-
niers to judge with fairness, to forsake blind prejudice, and to
apprehend the truth by inference from the Sacred Scriptures.
For instance, were you to tell the Christian clergy today that
Christ was not known to the people during His own lifetime,
they would be most astonished and deny it—whereas it is ex-
plicitly recorded in the Gospel that Judas Iscariot accepted
what indeed was a paltry sum to reveal the whereabouts of
Christ, and that since none among the crowd could recognize
Him, he said that whoever he would kiss was Christ and was
to be arrested. And so it came to pass.
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Date: 1905 ca.

O my God, my God! I cannot reckon Thy praise, and how
can I recount it when the minds of those endowed with under-
standing are dumbfounded in describing and expressing Thee,
when the tongues of those who speak are stilled from uttering
praise and explanation, when the pens of the eloquent have
dried up and the scrolls of the articulate have been rolled up
at mere mention of Thy praise. And I, in my impotence and
poverty, how can I move my tongue to praise Thee, Who art
sanctified above all mouths and exalted above what floweth
from pens? When the wings of eagles are powerless to soar
in this atmosphere, what then of a broken-winged sparrow?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o) Sy Sle ot ol Y A A
ol g 08 ) e hns 6 ST
5 deld] e bl S CE ol
a2 Cysb oy W) Y Sl 0L
,6;6;\,5;23\,5}\“;@1
sl ST Gl ST S el
Y uw‘ OF el 0\;93” F u‘M
J)x..,a.” uc)).“d\ G| 'Y 131 4 r’)ﬂs‘}f\
f&w Sl db S sLadl 1ds 3

19


http://www.bahai.org/r/753521593
http://www.bahai.org/r/958287732

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

AB00064

Naught remaineth for me save to be immersed in the oceans
of wonderment and annihilation, to plunge into the depths of
silence in praise, to confess and acknowledge my powerlessness,
lowliness and poverty in the realm of description and expres-
sion, and my bewilderment and extinction in attempting to
describe Thee in most eloquent terms. The greatest praise is
silence, and the most eloquent expression is to restrain the
tongue from mention and explanation.

Since the matter is thus decreed, O my God, and bewilder-
ment and annihilation are pleasing, O my Beloved, I turn from
this station to face Thy honored servants. I call upon Thee
by Thy Name, the Self-Subsisting, by Thy manifest Beauty,
and by the stars of Thy heaven, brilliant and sanctified from
clouds, to strengthen with Thy conquering power Thy servants
who are spread throughout the wakeful earth according to Thy
manifest wisdom. Make them like steadfast mountains, resist-
ing through Thy confirmation every calamity, standing firm in
Thy love with pure hearts, arising to exalt Thy Word in ev-
ery region, proclaiming Thy manifestations with sufficient elo-
quence, that they may not be shaken when they hear that Thy
lowly servant has fallen under the claws of fierce wolves, nor be
disturbed by the flames of oppression against him, though they
be all-consuming. Rather, may they increase in faith and as-
surance, may their loins be strengthened in Thy service, their
backs fortified in Thy worship, may they blaze like kindled fire
in the breaths of Thy love, may they purify their faces for Thy
face alone, may they confine their prayers and remembrances
to glorification, praise and sanctification of Thy Lordship, may
they call out Thy remembrance among Thy creation, cry out
to Thy Kingdom in Thy wilderness, preserve Thy religion in
Thy realm, and unite as one soul among Thy servants.

Lord, Lord! Darkness hath encompassed all horizons; make
them rays of the Orb of Splendor in all directions. Lord, Lord!
The lamps of justice have been extinguished and the fires of
oppression have been kindled by those who forge great calum-
nies in all regions, and Thy lowly servant hath fallen into great
peril, yet he is gladdened by intense tribulation and expectant
of the appearance of momentous adversity in Thy path, O my
Generous Lord. Lord, Lord! Grant me the cup of bounty
which I have longed for since the tenderness of my fingernails
in childhood, crown me with that supreme gift, and clothe me
in crimson raiment - a garment from my blood shed upon the
dust in the path of sacrifice. Thou knowest that this bounty
is, in Thy servant’s estimation, the greatest desire. Make this

Skl 512 G G OV Y1 L b L4
Sl ke Cdll GLE B ol LA
S B B s b3y Jj“)}‘w}
B 3 M@Vl 5 ) 5 0L 5
5 Cadl) Ol (el AN il oo
S g 0L GOS0l bl 5 oS
obdl

sandl s AL Cam 08 LW d L,
s oo o) ast b Loy Y
Sl 5 O sbe d) gl I Pl
Sl 5 pobl &Jb,rrm Sy
S 45 O gyl > 2l 2l Ll
Je aﬁL.J\ G 1 A% u;.,é\ Ssle &l
) LK el 5 5l S
Kol lsh 5 el K Sk e
G S Sl e Lyesk 5 4o o
@uKe\cw&Uﬁ\}jM}wa
J).)j\ Se ol O smoud i Lo oY
w\}o/ﬂ‘ij*)hbg\ﬁq&&ié;
asls K Py ade BLIV! Ol pl k!
de el Je s B 5 Blgl 1ol
2 Sole Jo g o 5 Sk
Lpalz 5 Koz Sl 58,00 0K 1,21
20315 easlisl )y et S (27
ke 5 Sy Ly T 3w
iz, Sl 3 Koo kit 5 Sa
Sole (p ddely S
r@»bdw\frmwu.@wu) :
oy oy Sl f S SN g Y
d‘ﬂ V;.u) lasl C,Lﬁ-ﬁ S 3
¥ & gl Okl il e SleY)
e b= M Sae & IR
);@E-’ —X;jww) sl S s A
@ 3 G b S § pedl (L
Gogm dio LB F) Sl K ) O
el S G, Al Ol gl
fA or b AT ) 5 el
die & A o o sl Sl

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 20



Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

AB00064

easy for me, O my Merciful Lord, purify me from these defile-
ments, and raise me unto Thee, perfumed, joyous, gladdened,
martyred in Thy path, O God of succor. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Helper, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Bestower.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and cherished loved ones of
the Abha Beauty! Though multiple calamities have befallen at
once and boundless trials and sorrows have emerged, despite
such evident affliction, ‘Abdu’l-Baha remains in utmost purity
occupied with the mention of the faithful ones, familiar with
the remembrance of the loved ones, and engaged in love for the
chosen ones. At every moment He cries out from the threshold
of the Most Great Name: “O Lord! Assist me and assist Thy
loved ones through the reinforcement of Thy holy angels and
the confirmation of Thy Kingdom in sacrifice in Thy path, in
martyrdom in Thy love, and in offering up the spirit in love for
Thy beauty.” And the hope from the Glorious Lord is that this
bounty will be manifested and this sacrifice will prove effective.

O loved ones of God! The test is severe and the danger great.
In brief, the Covenant-breaker and a group have formed a con-
sultative body and united in calumny and false accusations.
They have devised a scheme and stirred up such dust as would
lead to the obliteration and destruction of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. They
have prepared a petition filled entirely with lies and calumnies,
including that this servant raised the banner of “Ya Baha’u’l-
Abha” in this land, proclaimed it in city and village, called
people to gather under this banner, incited rebellion and re-
volt against the government, built a fortress on Mount Carmel,
erected a great edifice in Haifa, formed alliances with foreign
military leaders, offered gifts and favors, established a new
sovereignty and religion, made the Holy Shrine a place of pil-
grimage for various peoples with the purpose of dividing the
manifest religion, and brought certain officials and others un-
der the banner of the Cause.

Therefore, a group of officials came to investigate, and immedi-
ately upon arrival met with the Covenant-breakers and investi-
gated their claims. The contents of the petition were explained
and detailed by the Covenant-breaker and his associates, and
the investigating committee accepted it without verification
and departed. The Covenant-breaker prepared a banner in-
scribed with “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” and secretly delivered it to
them, who took it along with their investigation summary to
present to His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, may God assist
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him in justice and benevolence. Thus there remains no hope
of deliverance save through divine protection and the justice
of His Imperial Majesty, for such calumnies and false accu-
sations, endorsed by the investigating committee, will clearly
have consequences beyond description.

The Covenant-breaker hopes that after he has shed the blood
of this wronged one, or cast this frail body into the depths
of the sea, or left it wandering nameless and traceless in the
wilderness, then the divine friends will say they have none but
Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali and must cling to his robe and follow
him. Thus he would find a vast field and make a great show-
ing, and after ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s destruction, he would find com-
fort and pleasure, prepare a feast and spread a table, living
in utmost ease and comfort. Alas! Alas! What impossible
imaginings and what delusions! The loved ones of God are like
mountains...

They are steadfast and firm, radiant and manifest like unto
a candle. They are believers in the Truth and assured of the
Blessed Beauty. They are not so unfaithful as to obey and sub-
mit to the would-be murderer of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and follow the
first violator of God’s Covenant. Glory be to God! He imag-
ines that despite this violation of the Covenant, opposition to
God’s Cause, disrespect for God’s religion, alteration of God’s
Book, and attempt to murder ‘Abdu’l-Baha, he still retains
some station and rank—even though it is explicitly stated that
should anyone deviate from the shadow of the Cause for even
a moment, he has been and shall remain utter nothingness.

O loved ones of God! Make firm your steps, strengthen your
hearts, and arise with utmost power to serve the Cause of God.
Never falter or fall short due to events at the Holy Shrine or
the intensity of tribulations befalling ‘Abdu’l-Baha, even if He
should wander nameless and traceless in the wilderness. These
occurrences should never cause any change in your condition.
Rather, become more steadfast, more firm, more attracted, and
more enkindled, so that the world may testify that no tribula-
tion can cause the servants of the Blessed Beauty to falter, and
no calamity can bring about their shortcoming. No wind can
extinguish this lamp, no cloud can hide this sun, no barrier
can obstruct this mighty ocean, and no whirlwind can destroy
this mighty edifice.
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Indeed, when the Exalted One-may my spirit be a sacrifice
unto Him-became the target of a thousand arrows of cruelty
and was martyred, God’s Cause became greater and the divine
fragrance was further diffused. The attracted souls who num-
bered a thousand became twenty thousand; those who were
devoted became self-sacrificing; those who were silent became
vocal. When the Blessed Beauty ascended from this world
to the Most Glorious Kingdom, the number of devoted souls
increased two hundredfold. The Word of God became world-
embracing, and vast multitudes in Europe and America were
attracted to the call of the Glorious Lord. What was confined
to Iran spread to the western countries.

Now too, from the tribulations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha no weakness
has afflicted the Cause, and no languor or laxity has resulted.
Rather, the flame has intensified, the divine light has become
manifest, and souls have arisen in utmost supplication and
entreaty to serve the Lord of Glory and to work for the welfare
of all humanity.

O loved ones of God! Be, with heart and soul, kind and loving
to all the peoples of the world, from Adam to the Seal of the
Prophets. Never be content with harm to anyone, even if they
be your bitter enemy. Rather, strive for their good. In what-
ever country you reside, serve that government with utmost
truthfulness, obedience and goodwill. Never let any word ex-
cept good pass your lips. This is established by the conclusive
texts of the Blessed Beauty and is recorded and preserved in
the Tablets. Whoever acts contrary to this, God is quit of him
and the Blessed Beauty is clear of him. Upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Tithran
Date: 1905 ca.

O true friends! You are aware that in Iran the envious ones
and the traditional clergy joined forces and united, rising up to
perpetrate cruelty and calumny against these oppressed ones.
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They resorted to every intrigue and whispered suggestion un-
til they caused the government to suspect that the Baha'’is
were, God forbid, traitors and rebels against the sovereign au-
thority. Thus they induced the eternal government of Iran to
disregard this Baha’i community for thirty years. After thirty
years the truth became manifest, and it became clear, evident,
proven and demonstrated to the just government that all these
reports and stories were mere calumnies. Rather, this commu-
nity is obedient and submissive to the government, well-wishers
and faithful subjects of the sovereign. Therefore His Imperial
Majesty the Shah of Iran, may his power endure, undertook
to protect and support the oppressed ones, and to the extent
possible, preserved and safeguarded them from the hands of
the oppressors and accusers. May God strengthen his power,
increase his success, and cause him to attain the highest de-
gree of prosperity and triumph, through the intercession of
the Concourse on High.

2 After this truth emerged, the government curtailed the aggres-
sive hands of the oppressors, and the royal court became a
refuge and shelter for the oppressed.

3 Now, exactly like the previous situation in Iran, on one side a
group of calumniators and on the other side those with ulte-
rior motives, including certain individuals from among the lo-
cal inhabitants here, have united with the affectionate brother
Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali to spread various calumnies. Although
some of these calumnies have been heard and others remain un-
known, in truth the circumstances make clear that they have
made representations to the court of His Imperial Majesty the
Ottoman State, exactly like the previous situation in Iran, to
such an extent that they have disturbed the attendants of the
royal threshold. Therefore, they formed a commission of inves-
tigation and sent it here, and they are now engaged in their
work.

Among the calumnies is that we have converted large numbers
to the Baha’i Faith in these regions. But this matter is clear
and evident that it is purely calumnious, and the commission
has conducted deep investigations and inquiries into this and
it has become clear and evident. Although the members of the
commission are impartial, according to reports some enemies
from among the local inhabitants and officials of this place are
involved in this investigation and inquiry. How this matter will
end remains to be seen.

And you know that the Blessed Beauty categorically forbade us
through definitive commandments from propagating the Faith
in the domains of the Sublime State. Moreover, how many
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prayers He offered for His Imperial Majesty the Ottoman Sul-
tan, may God strengthen him in protecting the oppressed, and
how much praise He wrote in His Tablets. Especially during
the recent war, when the opposing army approached Istanbul,
at that time He offered a prayer for the protection and preser-
vation of His Imperial Majesty the Ottoman Sultan and the
seat of the supreme sovereignty, and He wrote instructing all
of you to recite that prayer at dawn and daybreak.

Despite this situation, still the accusers, slanderers, enemies
and calumniators have caused confusion in this matter. Be-
seech God, implore and supplicate, and pray that just as God
made the reality of the situation clear and evident to the just
sovereign of Iran after thirty years, likewise may He make the
reality of the situation, exactly as it truly is [...] the just Ot-
toman government likewise clearly ordains that there is no rem-
edy save prayer.

But you must not deviate by so much as a needle’s point from
the teachings, counsels and admonitions of the Blessed Beauty.
Act precisely as is recorded in the Tablets of Tajalliyat (Ef-
fulgences), Ishraqat (Splendors), Kalimat (Words), Bisharat
(Glad Tidings) and letters. Be kind to all the peoples of
the world and among the greatest well-wishers of all religions.
Close your eyes to blind prejudice and look with the eye of
truth.

The Blessed Beauty, addressing all humanity, declares: “Ye
are all the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch.”
Mankind is like a tree, and individuals are like leaves, blossoms
and fruits. Though some of these three classes may be superior
and better, there must be connection, harmony and love among
all, so that the entire tree may grow and develop. Therefore,
one must be faithful and kind to all humanity.

Lack of truthfulness and uprightness, and absence of devotion
to truth are reprehensible, forbidden and condemned, whether
with friend or stranger, loved one or enemy. For untruthfulness
and disloyalty in any form are betrayal and wickedness. Do
not make the enmity and hostility of certain souls an excuse,
and turn not away from that which you are obligated to show
- namely love for all souls, kindness to all creation, sincerity
toward all humanity, and well-wishing toward all the peoples
of the world of whatever nation or religion.

Rather, God willing, may the fifty years of trials and calami-
ties endured by the loved ones of God, and their estrangement
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and grief, not be in vain. In this dark world may the light of
universal love be diffused, and hatred and enmity be removed
from among humanity to the extent possible. May the bond of
love and unity so encompass Iran that humanity may become
a divine tree bearing fruit. Otherwise, in truth, the human
world is fruitless; nay rather, it becomes a cause of shame and
gives rise to baseness in every clime and country.

O true friends! Let not what has happened and is happening
cause you distress, or make you sorrowful and grieved. This
world is like an endless mirage. Life in this mortal realm has no
significance. The sea of existence raises a wave and after a few
moments becomes smooth and level again, as if nothing had
been. Therefore, whether these wanderers remain homeless in
some corner for a few days, or hasten from this world to the
next, in either case you must turn to the Divine Threshold and
supplicate the Most Merciful, that He may enable you to be,
in accordance with the teachings and counsels of the Blessed
Beauty, brilliant signs of truthfulness, trustworthiness, religion
and good intent toward all governments and peoples.

In whatever country you reside, you must, according to the
explicit text of the Blessed Beauty, be truthful, trustworthy
and well-wishing toward that country’s government, and deal
with the peoples of that land with the utmost trustworthiness,
uprightness and fidelity.

O my God, my God! Aid Thy sincere loved ones to act in
accordance with the teachings of Baha, to arise to fulfill the
counsels of Baha, and to hold fast to the testament of Baha.
Enable me and all my loved ones, nay all humanity, to achieve
that which Thou lovest and art pleased with, until the ocean of
unity surgeth and the tempest of discord in all regions is stilled.
O my God, my God! I beseech Thee by all Thy Prophets, Thy
Messengers, Thy chosen ones and Thy loved ones, to enable me
and all Thy loved ones, nay all Thy creation, to manifest truth-
fulness, trustworthiness, piety, fellowship and love among all
people, to cling to the hem of Thy grandeur, and to be sincere
in their faith to Thee in all conditions and circumstances. Ver-
ily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

O true friends! Yesterday it became known, and was heard
from reliable sources, that my brother Mirza Muhammad-‘Alj,
besides being the instigator of a document of calumnies, has
also made a statement claiming that Baha’u’llah followed a
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path in conformity with the resplendent Law, but ‘Abbas Ef-
fendi has altered and changed it and violated the Law, and
we are in no way associated with him and we disavow him. It
has also been heard that the aforementioned brother has fab-
ricated certain writings, attributed them to me, and secretly
shows them to various people. Glory be to God! On one hand
he calls me a usurper while counting himself the successor of
the Blessed Beauty and writes to the friends in all regions, and
on the other hand he disavows me. Yet praise be to God, the
authorities are not unaware of this point and will inevitably
investigate this matter. And although my brother makes such
allegations against me, while you know that he himself claims
successorship, I have not and will not mention anything but
good regarding him before the authorities.

I have and will continue to entrust all matters to God, and I
commit you to God’s care.
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To: Midhatul-Vizarih, Abdu’llah et al., in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1905 ca.

Thou seest me, O my God, immersed in the oceans of be-
wilderment, plunged in the depths of confusion, knowing not
how to mention Thee with attributes befitting Thy Most Ex-
alted Threshold and worthy of the Court of Thy never-failing
sovereignty. For I behold my weakness, my abasement, my
poverty and my neediness. How far is dust from the heights
of heaven! How distant is the lowest depth from the supreme
zenith! How removed is the weak bird from the soaring ea-
gle in the highest heaven! Nevertheless, my heart desires to
arise in Thy praise amidst Thy creation and to call upon Thee
with my tongue among Thy creatures. Yet my tongue is weary
of speech, my wing is broken from flight, my mind is bewil-
dered from comprehension, and my capacity falls short of true
knowledge. I remember Thee while acknowledging my error
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in praising Thee, and my inadequacy and lassitude in offering
laudations and attributes before Thy Holy Court.

My Lord! My Lord! Hold me not to account for my transgres-
sion, blot out my sins, remove my distress, comfort me in my
loneliness, be my companion in my exile. Make me attracted to
the remembrance of Thy loved ones, enkindled with the flame
of love for Thy chosen ones, with breast expanded in praise
of Thy dear ones, and with eyes gladdened by beholding the
faces of Thy servants. Thou knowest, O my God, that they
have shown me affection through love and have loved me with
their hearts. Strengthen their loins through Thy power, rein-
force their backs through Thy might. Thou hast sent them the
breezes of Thy holiness and perfumed their nostrils with the
fragrance of Thy gardens of intimacy.

O Lord! Cause the springs of inner meanings to flow from their
hearts, unveil to their minds the mysteries of Thy words in the
Seven Oft-repeated Verses, and guide them to Him Who guides
to Thee in the Most Merciful Presence. O Lord! Illumine their
eyes with the light of recognition, brighten their consciences
with bounty and favor, cause them to speak with proof and
evidence, inspire them with words of grace and kindness. Make
them guides to Thy creation, trustees of Thy utterance, and
protectors of Thy sanctuary. Verily, Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Chosen One. There is no God
but Thee, the Merciful, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.

O ye beloved of God and companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What
am I to write, and what to say? That which is in my heart and
soul is not such as can be expressed in speech or writing; while
that which can be so expressed is incapable of elucidating the
sensations of my soul and inner being. Wherefore I say: O true
friends! Turn ye the mirrors of your hearts in this direction:
assuredly the secrets of these hearts will shed their radiance
therein, and the traces of this, your ardent well-wisher, will
become clear and evident upon their horizons.

The world is dark; yet bright is the Divine outpouring! This
manifold darkness must needs be brightened, and this strait
and gloomy world expanded and filled with light. The temple
of the world is a lifeless frame: it must be quickened. It is
withered: it must be revived and freshened. It is extinguished:
it must be set alight. It is the seat of malice: it must be
made the dawning-place of love and fidelity. It is the source of
estrangement: it must be turned into the axis of oneness. It is
the abode of eternal ignominy: it must be made the dawning-
place of the light of everlasting glory. The estranged must
be converted into friends; the heedless must be made aware;
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the hostile must be cherished; the malicious must be loved.
It behoveth one to become a brilliant flame, and a kindled
fire of God; to stir the world into motion, and to illumine its
horizons. Let the future show what the efforts of the friends
will accomplish, and what the sacrifices of the loved ones will
achieve!

‘Abdu’l-Baha crieth out, and groaneth and lamenteth: by rea-
son of his remissness his head is bowed in shame; and by rea-
son of his inertness he is sore vexed and saddened. Do ye pray,
and humbly and earnestly entreat, that ye may be enabled
to render service to the Sacred Threshold, and be assisted to
demonstrate your servitude to the Court of Oneness. Each
dawn and eventide I fervently and urgently beseech, implore
and supplicate 4€” and seek for heavenly assistance 4€” that
the Majestic Lord may cause the friends to become guides unto
the pathway of the Kingdom. My Lord, truly, is powerful over
all things.
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AB00406

To: Malmiri, Muhammad Tahir et al., in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O servant of the divine threshold! What you had written to
Jinab-i-Manshadi arrived, and since for reasons of wisdom I
sent him to Egypt, therefore despite great obstacles I have
undertaken to reply so that you may know how loving this
heart is. In these days correspondence is very difficult and
problematic due to current circumstances. Despite this, the
utmost effort was made to send this letter, otherwise it would
not have been possible since the way is blocked and the path
cut off.

And we, trusting in God and clinging to the hem of His grace,
have made our breast a target for the arrow of tribulation.
Despite complete sincerity and goodwill and love for all hu-
manity and obedience to and loyalty toward the sovereign and
government, we have become the target of calumnies from my
brother who, with his associates, submitted to the Ottoman
court a severe document filled with every kind of accusation
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and slander. Affairs have become difficult from every direc-
tion, but our trust is in the grace of the Forgiving Lord and
the justice of the zealous sovereign - whatever God wills. The
situation is now very severe.

The loved ones of God must not falter or fall short, rather
steadfastness and firmness are befitting, and trust in the Ever-
Living, Never-Dying One. Act according to the teachings and
counsels of the Blessed Beauty and become the cause of illu-
mination of the human world, so that the light of truth and
the radiance of love may enlighten all hearts and humanity
may gain wisdom and become like loving brothers with each
other and mix like milk and honey. They should not make
religion and faith a cause of hatred and fatigue, nor make be-
lief a source of antipathy in the world. The divine religion is
love between people, and truthfulness and trustworthiness and
goodwill toward all creation, even compassion for the beasts
and birds of sea and land.

The human world, which is the dawning-place of the All-
Merciful, has become an arena of warfare and bloodshed. One
makes religion the cause of demolishing every firm foundation,
another makes faith and belief an excuse for savagery in the
human world, another imagines an illusory homeland and rises
up in dishonesty in the name of patriotism, another claims
valor and courage and stains his hand with human blood and
begins oppression and torment against his fellow man.

The kind Lord plants the sapling of humanity and over fifteen
years nurtures this sapling until it reaches maturity and opens
its blossoms and adorns its branches and leaves with fresh fruit.
Then man in one hour cuts down a thousand such saplings
from root to branch and boasts “I am brave, I am courageous,
I am a conquering lion, I am a fierce wolf, I have fame and
honor!” Glory be to God! What ignorance is this and what
thoughtlessness that what is the cause of shame becomes the
source of pride! He destroys the divine foundation and charges
forth in the field of oppression and melts the hearts of the
helpless and stains the earth with the blood of thousands of
innocents and boasts of it! What blindness is this, and what
remoteness, and what pride! May God make eyes seeing and
ears hearing, and give wisdom to the foolish and make the wise
intimate with divine inspiration. Verily He has power over all
things.

In any case, in such a state and affliction and calamity and ter-
ror and dread I have undertaken to write this letter so you may
know how much I love the true friends, that they may become
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the cause of the removal from the world of this hatred and
enmity and rancor and hardheartedness and antipathy and op-
position. Verily my Lord aids those who strive in the earth for
reform and desire naught but prosperity and wish for mankind
only success. And verily He has power over all things.

Convey yearning greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Husayn
and also Aga Muhammad Husayn and say this letter is for all
three - let each read it and act according to its counsels and
exhortations so that you may draw near to the divine thresh-
old. If there were opportunity, a special letter would have been
written to each, but what can be done - this wanderer has ab-
solutely no time and in these days obstacles are beyond count.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mahmud Furughi, in Khurasan
Date: 1905 ca.

O cup overflowing with the love of God! Two letters from
you arrived one after another, but there hasn’t yet been a
chance to read them properly. They will be read in the next
couple of days and a reply sent. Now in the middle of the
night, in the darkness, it occurred to me to write you a letter
and pour out my lamentations. For ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s sense
constantly perceives fragrances from all directions. Although
sweet fragrances reach from Khorasan, the divine breaths
are not spreading with the intensity that they should, or as
‘Abdu’l-Baha desires, even though the Blessed Beauty (may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) had a special regard
for the friends in Khorasan and distinguished them in His
gracious sight. We had hoped that from that East a life-giving
breeze would reach the Western clime, and in the blessed days
it was close to happening.
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2 In any case, what occurred to me in the middle of the night
was this: that your honor should, secretly not openly, with-
out ceremony or fame, with perfect wisdom, constantly travel
throughout that region and territory from place to place. In
each city stay two or three days, meeting the friends privately,
encouraging and urging them forward, bringing them to a state
of warmth and enthusiasm, conveying news of this love, giving
glad tidings of divine favors, making souls detached, turning
hearts toward the Abha Kingdom, guiding them to spread the
divine fragrances, and directing them to conduct and behavior
in accordance with the divine teachings. Let all know that to-
day is the day of deeds not words, the time for action not sighs
and cries.

The friends of God in every city must become known for their
divine qualities, for their calmness and dignity, patience, kind-
ness, sincerity and truthfulness, goodwill toward all people,
pure intentions toward all God’s creation, obedience to royal
command, and their attraction, enthusiasm, rapture, joy, long-
ing and burning passion. If they are accused of unbelief, if lies
are attributed to God, if they say “Did he invent a garden?”, if
when seeing you they mock, saying “These are confused dreams
- nay, he has fabricated it - nay, he is just a poet”, if they say
“He is surely possessed”, if they pronounce you unbelievers and
attribute misbelief to you - it does not matter.

All these events cause the exaltation of God’s Word and spread
of divine fragrances, on condition that afterwards they admit
and acknowledge that in the deeds, words and conduct of these
people there can be absolutely no criticism, for they are em-
bodied good for humanity and celestial beings among people.
After this testimony let them say “But what use is it when
they have abandoned religion?” This saying is very acceptable
and beloved and this is how it should be. For if they praise the
religion, path and way, it proves the friends are like strangers,
of the same state, thoughts and beliefs as the ignorant, and de-
prived of the gift of this divine age and cycle of the All-Merciful.
They must certainly be different in terms of religion, path and
way.

My God, my God! T press my brow to this dusty earth in
humility before You and supplication at Your threshold, that
You may assist Your servant Furughi to reach the summit of
servitude to You, to shine forth through remembrance of none
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but You, to guide Your creatures, encourage Your loved ones,
and urge Your chosen ones to submission and humility among
Your creation, to be enkindled with the fire of Your love, to
be moved by breezes from Your gardens, to drink from the
stream of Your fountains, to stroll in Your groves, to arise in
Your worship, to speak Your proof, establish Your evidence
and demonstration, and manifest Your power and dominion.
Lord, strengthen him, support him, and perpetuate him in
Your Kingdom. Aid him with the hosts of Your inspiration
and the armies of Your holy angels. Verily You are the Helper,
the Supporter, the Generous, the Merciful.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O God! O mournful and grieving Nazim, what you had written
became known and was read with utmost care. This prisoner
was filled with increased sorrow from your world-consuming
sigh, and immediately upon reading of your grief, began writ-
ing this letter. The calamities and trials that have befallen all
the friends are known, manifest and evident to all. Indeed any
fair-minded person, upon learning of them, would weep tears
and join in sighs and cries, wailing and lamenting with restless-
ness and agitation. This mighty flood reached every foundation
and destroyed it, but cast the holy souls into the Most Great
Sea of martyrdom. Since these arrows and spears fell upon
breasts in the path of the All-Merciful, one must with utmost
joy make one’s breast the target of these heart-piercing arrows
and endure this soul-consuming fire. For days pass away, and
comfort, pleasure, safety and ease vanish like a passing shadow,
returning to the realm of extinction. The end of every joy is
grief and sorrow, the end of every freshness is withering, and
the end of every freedom is affliction.
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But those blessed souls who endured every tribulation in love
for the Lord and traveled the path of guidance - they shall at-
tain everlasting joy in the end and heavenly delight and glad-
ness. Were it not so, one would consider one’s own brow to
be a fierce lion, and the polluted would consider themselves
the master of the free, and the sparrow of cruelty would call it-
self the phoenix of faithfulness, and the raven of malice would
count itself the nightingale of the highest paradise. This is
why tests are the touchstone distinguishing base metal from
pure gold, and tribulation and trials are the cause of manifest-
ing faithfulness and unfaithfulness. When I recall the glory of
the martyrs’ martyrdom, I wish that this deprived one could
also partake of that sealed nectar, and this poor one could also
receive a portion of that greatest gift.

You had written that you are engaged in writing a book detail-
ing the tribulations in the Land of Ya. This is very appropriate
and fitting - may you accomplish it as you should, God willing.
The eloquent poem was read - how moving it was! I hope you
will be enabled to achieve even greater.

In regard to asking forgiveness and reciting prayers on behalf
of those souls that have hastened from this world to the next
world and have not found the path of guidance, but have
evinced great kindness to the friends - you had asked if re-
questing pardon on their behalf is permissible and beneficial.
In this merciful cycle supplication, entreaty, and intercession
at the threshold of oneness on behalf of the entire human race
is both permissible and beneficial, for this is the cycle of the
Blessed Beauty and His mercy to all created things, visible and
invisible, is overflowing.

As for what was written about the evil eye, that is, the striking
of the eye which in Arabic is called “the perfect eye” - you had
asked whether the evil eye has any effect. There is no such
effect in the eye itself, but there is consummate wisdom in the
influence and impressions between souls. This is in general, but
steadfast and firm souls are protected from this occurrence.
And if someone experiences any imagination or effect, they
should repeat “Ya Allah’u’l-Mustaghath” ninety-five times.

Convey the Most Glorious Abha greetings from this servant to
the maidservant of God Zahra, the maidservant of God Aqa
Bibi, and the maidservant of God Sughra, mother of the martyr
Aqa Ali Akbar, and give them the greatest glad tidings so that
they may strive more than before in chanting the divine verses
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and encouraging and urging the precious maidservants of God

Oy POl OIS L £ 5 358

to love the Beauty of the All-Merciful. 12,5 Gl dls
ADMS#151x BRL_DAK#0745, ANDA#81  p.06x,
MAS2.027x, YBN.013-015, GHA.454x

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who hast attained to the truth of that divine Light
which is mentioned in the twelfth chapter of the Gospel ac-
cording to John! My prayer is that it shall ever shed its rays
upon thee, so that thou shalt always be in the light. The life
of man in this world is short; how quickly he reacheth his ap-
pointed term. Therefore, it is incumbent upon every soul to
take advantage of the gift of life and to endeavor for whatsoever
is the cause of eternal glory.

Thou hast written about the luminous assembly of Washington.
It is the cause of rejoicing, as that assembly is the rose garden
of divine mysteries and the most sweet fragrances are wafting
therefrom. My prayer is that the friends and maidservants
of the Merciful on that assembly may persevere with purity of
heart and seek to grow day by day. With every passing moment
let them become more luminous, and let the members of that
assembly make extraordinary progress at the divine threshold.

If physical health and vitality are expended in the path of the
Kingdom, this is most acceptable and beloved. If they are
expended for the benefit of all mankind, even though it be a
physical benefit, and are the cause of good, this is also accept-
able. However, if man’s health and wellness are expended in
the gratification of selfish desires, the life of the animal, and
in evil pursuits, then illness, nay death, is preferable. If thou
seekest health, desire health for the sake of service to the King-
dom. I hope that thou wilt obtain keen vision, firm resolve,
perfect health, and spiritual and physical energy, that thou
mayest drink from the spring of eternal life and be confirmed
by the spirit of divine assistance.
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Say to Dr. Van Durren (sp?): “If thou scatterest pure seeds
in a soil that is depleted and full of weeds, that pure seed will
be wasted. Come then and scatter that seed in a soil that is
rich and full of potential, that it may grow, become green and
verdant, and yield a bountiful harvest.”

Send my greetings to Miss Ursula Simon (sp?), and say: “The
Sun is shining in its meridian splendor, but a surface facing it
must be like a mirror. The more polished and refined it is, the
more fully it will reflect its light.”

Send my fervent greetings to Mr. James, and say: “Let not
the time of opportunity slip from thy hand. This is the season
of spring and the bounty of heaven is raining upon the earth.
Trees and flowers are growing and blossoming. As much as
thou art able make thou an effort that through this everlasting
outpouring and sprinkling of the clouds of divine favor thou
mayest grow and flourish like unto a tree bearing fruit of the
utmost freshness and delicacy.”

That state of matter which is the cause of the equilibrium
and perfection of the body is that perfect and balanced na-
ture obtainable through the composition and mixture of the
elements. It is physical and not spiritual. But the intellect,
which discovereth the realities of things, is a spiritual nature
and is not physical. Therefore, the animal is deprived of it, for
it is specialized to man. The animal is able to perceive sensible
realities, but man is able to perceive intelligible realities. It is
evident then that the intellect is a spiritual faculty and not a
physical one.

The Holy Land at this time is not at peace; therefore thy pres-
ence here is pledged for another time. Strive night and day to
serve the Cause of God. This is the same as visiting the holy
places, and the same as meeting all the friends of God and the
maidservants of the Merciful. Give my greetings with complete
love to each one of the friends.

May that blessed name which thou cherishest be thine for-
ever and be the cause of thy spiritual progress. That name
is Asiyyih, which is the name of the daughter of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
I have given this blessed name to thee. Be glad therefore and re-
joice, and act with perfect joy and attraction, that thou mayest
be the exemplar of such a gift.
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Send the enclosed letter to Mr. James.

TAB.206-209, BWF.376-376x, COC#1
BNE.114-115x%, VUJUDE.158x

042x, LOG#0377x, BSC.483 #923-924x,

Ol oo ik |y B 05856 10

BRL__DAK#0952, VUJUD.121.01x

AB00636

To: Nush (Bombay) et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The honored Za’ir Nush,
of enlightened mind, has prostrated himself at the Sacred
Threshold in the circling path of divine inspiration. He
remembered each of the friends and with heart and soul
supplicated the Court of the Divine Unity that all may be
assisted to achieve what is befitting and worthy in this day.
He also mentioned you in the presence of this servant of the
divine threshold and requested these lines be written to bring
joy to hearts.

O divine friends! For one thousand three hundred years the
Persians bore a heavy burden. At times they were bound in
chains, at times they wandered in distant lands. Sometimes
they fell into prison in utmost abasement, sometimes they were
homeless and far from their native land. They endured every
cruelty and bore every torment until the darkness of humili-
ation and abasement reached its end and the light of eternal
glory dawned from the horizon of hopes.

Now it is the will of the merciful Lord to transform that
thousand-year abasement and humiliation into glory and
nobility, and to compensate for what was lost. The glance
of favor has encompassed all and grace and mercy have been
perfected. That wandering people has become the object of
divine compassion and the reality of heavenly bounty has
taken form.

Therefore the Persian friends must arise to serve the Cause of
God among the people with such righteousness and truthful-
ness that all humanity becomes intoxicated from the overflow-
ing cup of the love of God, and they must perfume those re-
gions with the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of God. They
must lay the foundation of heavenly counsel and impart divine
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teachings. They must arise with a spiritual manner and con-
duct, and night and day raise the cry of “O glad tidings!” and
“O joy!” with the utmost enthusiasm, rapture, ecstasy and de-
light - for praise be to God, the horizon of Iran has become the
dawning-place of the Sun of Truth and the land of the Persians
has been illumined.

Though for a time the lamp was extinguished, praise be to God,
the world-illumining Sun has risen and shone forth. Though
the spring water had sunk away, praise be to God the ocean
has surged forth. The wonder is that the wandering Persians
in that region are still asleep and have not awakened or be-
come conscious. Soon East and West will raise the cry of “Ya
Baha’u’l-Abha” and all regions will sanctify the realm of Iran,
and all peoples will glorify the Persians, for the Sun of Truth
shone forth from that horizon and the divine call was raised
from that clime.

How great the eternal glory for that land and territory! How
intense the felicity for the people of that region - if they know
its worth and drive forward the steed of endeavor in this field!
How often does lasting fortune come to one’s door and knock,
but the householder in ignorance drives away that guest.

Would that the ancient Persians of India would lift their heads
from the pillow of heedlessness and count these days as pre-
cious, carrying out what befits this age! Then they would
observe that this is the time of joy, the season of success, and
the luminous age of the Lord God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Abdu’l-Baha, in Bushruyyih
Date: 1905

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The candle of the
Covenant, to the chagrin of the hypocrites, has illumined the
horizons with the radiance of servitude, and the fame of the
Blessed Beauty’s greatness has caused such commotion in the
world that the foundations of nations are shaken. The cry of
woe rises from all peoples, and the wail of despair from the
ignorant reaches the ears of East and West. The power of the
Blessed Cause has manifested with such brilliance that it has
become evident to all horizons, and all peoples and nations
acknowledge and confess the greatness of the Cause of God.

Were it not for the blows of the haughty party, today the
realm of possibility would have become entirely the Most Ex-
alted Paradise and the Abha Garden. But the negligent ones,
unaware of the cup whose mixture is camphor, imagined they
could invert the banner of the Covenant and disappoint the
saved communities. They have spread rumors among tongues
and mouths and arranged fabrications, so that by these means
they might darken the light of the divine Sun of the Covenant
and mix the cup of the Covenant’s “Am I not?” with the
bitterness of violation.

Alas! Alas! Christ (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) had
but a few souls under His shadow at the time of His ascension,
and after His ascension all the kings of the world, philosophers
of nations, tribal sages and religious scholars arose to demean
Him. Yet eventually all the exalted banners of the various na-
tions were inverted and Christ’s banner waved upon the high-
est mountains. Now, praise be to God, through the aid and
favor of the Blessed Beauty and His grace and bounty, hun-
dreds of thousands of souls are gathered under the banner of
the Covenant. I swear by the Educator of the seen and unseen
that it is witnessed that the descendants of the negligent ones
consider their lineage a disgrace and disavow their forebears,
just as Ikrimah disowned his father Abu Jahl and Khalid ibn
al-Walid distanced himself from Walid.

These foolish ones have imagined that the power of God’s
Covenant is human power and that the foundation of the Testa-
ment is like the decrepit buildings of the material world. There-
fore, with the utmost intrigues and schemes they contemplate
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destroying the divine foundation. Glory be to God! The might
of Aurelian, the great Emperor of Rome, proved incapable of
resistance - yet these miscreants wish to resist! Take heed, O
people of insight!

5 The ultimate dominion, rebellion, violation, intrigues and

schemes of the haughty party will be that they spill these few
drops of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s blood and cause Him to be freed from
this narrow, shameful world to soar in the presence of the Most
Great Mercy under the shadow of the Abha Kingdom. My
Lord! Hasten that time and let me drink that cup brimming
with Your ancient wine, and grant me the sweetness of that
manifest victory, and crown me with the diadem of that great
bounty. Oh, how I long for that station! Oh, how I thirst for
that Living Spring! Those who have acted unjustly shall soon
know what fate awaits them.

And yet the persistence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s elemental body is
their mighty fortress, as every wise one can testify. Now they
are caught in a rabbit’s sleep; soon they shall awaken, but it
will avail them nothing of the truth.

If the means of pilgrimage become available for Master
Muhammad-Javad, Aqa Mirza Nasru’llah and Mulla Ghulam-
Husayn to come with the utmost joy and spirit and return,
and the duration of stay in the Holy Land is nine days, they
have permission to return at the end of this period. And upon
them be the Glory!
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To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1905 ca.

O God! Grant Washington happiness and peace. Illuminate
that land with the light of the faces of the friends, make it a
paradise of glory, let it become the envy of the green gardens of
the earth. Help the friends, increase their number, make their
hearts sources of inspiration and their souls dawning-points of
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light. Thus may that city become a beautiful paradise and
fragrant with the fragrance of musk.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Great joy was obtained
in learning of the harmony and love of the friends. Communi-
cation with the friends of various parts is one of the greatest
means of spreading the fragrances.

It will be beneficial if some of the friends gather in the place
adjoining Washington where during the summer season the
maid-servant of God, Mrs. Barnitz will go, provided that it will
not give rise to any disturbance. We must be considerate lest
it cause a “sensation” among the people, for some people are
weak and should be treated very gently. However the gathering
of some of the friends there would be a cause of enkindling the
Fire of God and the organization of a Baha’i meeting will be
harmless.

Every week two or three of the Washington friends should go
to Baltimore and endeavor to help and encourage the friends
there.

As to the seven qualifications of which you have asked, they
are as follows:

1. Knowledge: One must attain the knowledge of God.

2. Faith
3. Steadfastness

4. Truthfulness: Truthfulness is the foundation of all the
virtues of the world of humanity. Without truthfulness
progress and success in all the worlds of God are impossible
for a soul. Once this holy attribute is well established in man,
all the Divine qualities will also be realized.

5. Faithfulness: And this is one of the greatest Divine attain-
ments.

6. Fidelity: This is also a beautiful trait of the heavenly man.

7. Evanescence and humility: That is to say man must become
evanescent in God - must forget his own selfish conditions that
he may thus arise to the station of sacrifice. It should be to
such a degree that if he sleeps it should not be for pleasure
but to rest the body in order to do better, to speak better,
to explain more beautifully, to serve the servants of God and
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to prove His truth. When he remains awake he should seek
to be attentive, serve the cause of God and sacrifice his own
stations for those of God. When he attains to this station, the
confirmations of the Holy Spirit will surely reach him and a
man with this power can withstand all who inhabit the earth.

In regard to children, you have written that it is decided to
train them in the teachings of God from childhood. This
thought is very acceptable.

Give greetings and praise to all the friends of God and His
maid-servants.

O Lord! Make this youth radiant and confer Thy bounty upon
this poor creature. Grant him knowledge and bestow upon
him new confirmations every morn, that he may remain pro-
tected and guarded from every sin under Thy shelter and arise
to serve Thy Cause. May he guide the wayward, lead the
wretched, free the captives and awaken the heedless, that they
may become familiar with Thy remembrance and praise. Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said
Date: 1905 ca.

O steadfast and firm one! The events here continue as be-
fore. The commission has returned. There were several mat-
ters which they investigated here and prepared a report that
they will present in the great city. We shall see what results it
yields. However, certain strangers who had the utmost corrupt
association with Mirza Muhammad Ali interfered greatly in af-
fairs and made tremendous calumnies and accusations, though
they were entirely baseless. In any case, since peace of mind
has been completely removed in this land and each day brings
fresh accusations and new calumnies, therefore we are send-
ing each of the friends who can go to those regions, for in
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those parts none dare make false accusations and calumnies.
At present, we have no trust here except in the justice of His
Imperial Majesty the Sultan, and our confidence lies in the
truth-seeking nature of the honored center of the Sublime State.
Glory be to God! The esteemed investigating commission se-
cretly sought information and inquiries from the instigators of
corruption and the notorious ill-wishers of these servants, and
it is evident what they must have said. Yet they never sought
a single word from these wanderers in the desert of the love
of God. However, all affairs are in the hand of the Ancient
and Omnipotent One. He doeth whatsoever He willeth and
ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth. Assuredly whatever is des-
tined is the essence of wisdom and the cause of success and
prosperity for souls that are serene, content and well-pleasing.

In any case, we have taken our lives in our hands in the path of
God and will sacrifice them for that Kind Beloved. This is our
ultimate hope and desire. The friends must show the utmost
steadfastness and firmness and act according to the counsels
and exhortations of Baha’u’llah. They must be truthful and
kind to all the peoples of the world, deal with all humanity with
pure intent, absolute benevolence and heartfelt love, be sincere
and well-wishing toward all the governments of the world, and,
in accordance with Baha’u’llah’s testament, never interfere in
political matters - indeed, not even discuss them. They must
occupy themselves with the improvement of character, the ac-
quisition of spirituality, and the partaking of the lights of di-
vine mercy. They must be well-wishers even to the ill-wishers,
trustworthy to enemies, kind to the unkind, and show good-
ness to those of evil nature. They must respond to falsehood
with truthfulness, so that they may truly deal with all creation
in friendship, uprightness and truth-seeking, become the cause
of peace and reconciliation for all humanity, and bring about
the welfare and security of mankind. They must not look to
the worthiness of souls, but rather act according to the coun-
sels, exhortations and teachings of the Center of divine mercy.
Convey to all the divine friends the most glorious and sublime
greetings.

In these days, since affairs are in confusion, there has been
disorder and disruption in the sending and receiving of papers.
Mr. Siyyid Taqi and Mr. Mirza Jalal, and especially the Af-
nan, have shown the utmost sacrifice, as have others. God
willing, when this dust settles all affairs will be accomplished
with perfect order. Send the enclosed telegram to America
immediately.
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To: Hands of the Cause of God, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye Hands of the Cause! According to reports received, His  s35,5 Ll 513 31 (ol o) >
Imperial Majesty—may God perpetuate his sovereignty—has, ;| |2y 8o A A= Db & el
of his own volition and with sincere intention, resolved to es- |; Jlss o5 5L fosl)) bl b s
tablish just laws, deliver Iran from chaos and disorder, and lay oA 3 ol s aslep Aol ol 2
in that desolate realm the foundation of complete civilization.
These sacred intentions of His Imperial Majesty are truly wor- . _
thy of gratitude and deserving of the appreciation of all his o Wl Gl Ol f:m SISEIRY
subjects. Should this momentous matter, which is among the 4i2dl3 ¢)lial & el *dos e cbls
most important of all affairs, be established and promoted, o VZ 2 oLl w\ﬂl Sl
there is no doubt that Iran will soon become prosperous and | *lf S . f‘ e
flourishing, and its honored people will progress day by day i . rbﬁ ° (< . i
in modern advancements and ascend to the highest degrees of —<—=¥ S 2y & Al ol ol
success and prosperity. o B w.»f alsli xeme Ol oy e 5
XS 7N Dax Dy 4 pae SUS 5 a0
A 2sm0 25 #26 B el
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Therefore, all the friends must pray day and night for the suc- _,.49 o sl Hay 0 s OLL &= ALl 2
cess of His Imperial Majesty, the just Sovereign, and earnestly ol & , Wl dole L @ el
desire with hearfc and soul the‘exec‘utlo‘n of the sacred pur- s j_j\ Saudie dolie S @iyl s s
poses of that loving monarch. Likewise, in gratitude for these 41 o IS ey uiS OL e
favors, they must arise with utmost sincerity, trustworthiness Ll fl"; Pl 5 il Cilas I
and goodwill, so that the kind Shepherd may find his flock Eom s ls e alal ol ST
in the meadow of eternal glory in perfect rest and tranquility. oo 02 )—u:r—) = S L’f’
This bounty will be manifested when all subjects comprehend 2 ’\‘L u:j,u sl e sl ol
the benevolent intentions of the just Shepherd and do not fall —Cws) *4§ § Al oge By Carge U
short in rendering outstanding services as enjoined by the de- 4{11 5 g dele ola ‘4 s e Molag
cisive texts, and increase their awareness day by day until the x5 cloas 5 13e axbols 02 3 e
lights of civilization, like the rays of dawn, illumine the hori- bt AT L es 5ey s el AL
zons of the country. 36, o S Aile ke Slsl b
ke oS
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Furthermore, those who are appointed to special services and
administrative posts should be faithful servants and agreeable
subjects, that is, they should be adorned with praiseworthy
characteristics and commendable virtues, be content with their
salaries, act with honesty, shun prejudice, and keep clear of
greed. For chastity, purity and uprightness are among the
greatest means for attaining bounty, the prosperity of the
realm and the comfort of the subjects. Human nobility and
distinction lie not in wealth and riches, especially illegitimate
wealth from plundered property and the acceptance of bribes
from oppressed subjects. Rather, elevation of purpose, nobility
of nature, human greatness and success in this world and the
next depend upon justice and truthfulness, purity and freedom.
The glory of man lies in being content with modest provisions
and becoming a source of happiness for the poor among the
subjects, making justice and fairness his way and resolve and
service his path. Such a person, though he be needy, will dis-
cover a flowing treasure and attain eternal glory.

O friends! In such a time, consider the royal favors and
sovereign justice as a bounty. Rest not for a moment and
seek not an instant’s repose. Strive day and night that ye
may become the source of such service as will cause the glory
of the everlasting government and the comfort and blessing
of the poor and the subjects. If ye but knew how acceptable
this noble deed is at the Divine Threshold, ye would surely
sacrifice your lives and with utmost ease make the country of
Iran the envy of the Paradise of Rizwan.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

BSW#15.19x, BRL_ TRUST#55x, COC#2067x, LOG#1474x
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To: Baha’is of Sarvistan
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Though some time has passed
since I wrote you letters with pen and ink, yet in the world of
spirit and in my heart I am, at all times, in communion with the
friends of the Abha Beauty. I have not forgotten them for a mo-
ment; I have not ceased from corresponding with them for the
duration of a single breath but have prayed with all my heart
for the protection of those friends of the Most Merciful from
every ailment of body and soul, have implored that they may
be confirmed under all conditions and in every circumstance. I
have supplicated that these wronged ones might demonstrate
by their deeds and words the love of the Abha Beauty and
might prove through their utterance, their expositions, their
character and conduct, their virtues and perfections that they
have been attracted by the fragrances of holiness wafting from
the Concourse on High and have become emanations of the
Light of Immortality, effulgences of the Most Great Name.

My point is this: the inner reality of man must! mirror the
light that shines upon it from the rays of the Sun of Truth,
otherwise it is no better than a black stone, darkness upon
darkness. And these rays are nothing less than attraction to
God, recognition of His Cause, belief in His Word, certitude
and assurance in His Covenant, enkindlement and persistence
in spreading the divine fragrances abroad.

O ye servants of God! These days will fast elapse. Sovereigns
and vassals both will be forgotten. No trace of them, no sign
shall remain, nothing shall be left, no leaf of these ephemeral
trees shall linger. All shall manifest the truth of the blessed
verse “Has there not been a long period when Man was nothing—
a Time when he was not even mentioned?”’ Every one of
them shall pass away except for those vigilant servants wary of
self and desire who became the dawning places of the lights of
guidance, the focal points of divine mysteries, and the lodestars
of the righteous, resplendent above the horizon of truth for ever
and ever.

Strive therefore that ye may drink of the wine of absolute con-
stancy and may withstand the heedless with great fortitude
and strength.Were all the peoples of the world to unite against
you fear not nor fail, but rely with all your faith on the hosts of

LQur’an 76:1.
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the Kingdom of God. Seek not the comfort of these few tran-
sient days but fix your sights, rather, on the end of things. Con-
sider the deeds, ponder the conduct that gives rise to praise-
worthy consequences. Such words as these will teach us how
to meditate upon these lessons and lead us to the truth:

O my God! O my God! These souls are servants of Thine,
humble at Thy gate, beggared in thy presence, feeble before
Thy face. Do Thou ordain for them all good and protect them
from all harm. Enable them to defend Thine impregnable
stronghold and hurl the darts of Thine authority against
the breakers of thy Covenant. Make them shepherds of thy
flock in those far off regions, endowed with the power of
Thine sovereignty and clear proofs, so that they may rise
with strength and certitude to spread Thy word in that
country. O my Lord! Protect these souls from the oppressor
and make of these weak birds mighty eagles soaring in the
heights of Thy bounty, falcons of grace and integrity flying
above the firmament. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent, the
Bounteous. And verily Thou art the Mighty, the Help in peril,
the Exalted.

BLO__PT#081.73

03,2 e § el il 1S5 ke s

S3> U s st k) 5 JUET )
3 S OLdl g 550 e

T Sy V3 0B Vs A A s
s K ('"LJ:”; S o o lims S
S Sl x| 5 g 8 oo wilai!
sl 5 f;u‘y\vﬁs;;&w sy y cpad]
@E’O\AJJWOM‘” pley Sge AL
Gl G aable o (i 5
S5 G S Sl e pldl L ek
Ol ygb ;\(}a U) <) u—’m” !
Jodl sge 5 SN ) 315k e
Sl S OLEY) gl 5 DL
Il gl 5l il STy Ol gl (630

INBAS8T7:432, INBA52:445, BRL DAK#0870,
MMK2#073 p.056

ABO01076

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Baghdad
Date: 1905 ca.

O memorial of that brilliant star from the luminous horizon!
Your two letters arrived, one from Haifa and one from Alexan-
dretta. Until now one letter was sent and this is the second
letter.

Regarding the illumined and perfumed resting place of
Amatu’l-Baha, the mother, and Varagatu’l-Firdaws in
Ishqabad - they wrote from there that it is not possible
to place these two resting places under the shelter of one
structure since the distance is too great. Therefore it is better
that they be built separately. I also observed that the burial
ground of this community should be a rose garden, so that
whoever enters it will find their nostrils perfumed and their
eyes brightened. Therefore here we did not build a structure
over the graves of the mother, Kalim and the Greater Afnan,
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but rather we constructed the graves themselves with utmost
delicacy, and truly it is most delightful. Therefore we wrote
to Ishgabad that they should build those two illumined graves
with utmost delicacy and adornment.

We had collected 1200 tumans in Ishqabad with Haji Abdul-
Rasul for the construction of the Holy House in Baghdad, in-
tending to gradually complete the amount and proceed with
construction. But in these days news arrived that support for
the families of the martyrs in Yazd is nearly exhausted. There-
fore we issued a draft for 900 tumans to be sent to Yazd. 300
tumans remained, and we wrote for that 300 tumans also to
be spent on the construction and repair of those two illumined
resting places. God willing it will soon be completed.

As for your situation, be assured and act according to the
Will and Testament, and strive to follow your illustrious father.
That is the standard - if you succeed in that, know that you
will be victorious and triumphant in all respects. Doors will
open before you that will leave you amazed. And success is
not possible for anyone except through that. Perhaps for a
few days one may progress somewhat, but ultimately it will
be fruitless. I hope you will be successful in this journey. If
not there, then somewhere else. In any case, plant a seed and
return from there either to the Holy Land or to Tehran, and
attain utmost joy.

And Jinab Aqa Mirza Ahmad is still with me. I hope he will
progress in spiritual stations. I have kept him solely for this
purpose. And upon you be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

8 B gl Gady S OB1 Qe
i3 g gaf L ol Sl o )y 8
2 5 Mte 4 1b o) e
PRGN ICIERN IR FRNP
X3l

Ca sl S Ol Cedys 5 Sl Jhe 8
gl 25 o ollgte 5o sl js Sl
&ad{\ F;{‘qaj abﬁ@dy}\.&&
ey - r‘;‘ A ds @il sk 4
ol Kosy sy la ngbjh ool &
s & ol dlm LT 0l dos 11
Lo O 3y 0ile 3L Olog daw A i
JJ&TN,@JﬂKﬁ:&jQy’Ut@
aslg ol e Bl e e
A

o s s Pl Gabae & s 0T o Lol 4
IS o Sl b B 5 1 e Loy
L;,«uhyf&uf\w\u\ﬂu\du
63}/»~M1ﬁhﬂ Sler w5 § ol
Sl O\J«o nf A als
o Sl S ey i S SIS
o, Lo\c}: 03 9dme ‘_;L\ Al ;:f ol
§ polsdsl oo Sl G wb s 29
5> 2 T s ST opt Bgr e O 5o
S F K Sope P 2 b 5 sle
g OLeb & by e 0251 6 LTS
b Jol n 5 oS

Sl 35 5gn de i B Ol 0
s 57 agm ol 55 8 SUTH
5 il Se s oK1y ) o s
o L3

PYK.246

48


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1484.pdf#page=263

\V]

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

AB01037

AB01037

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said
Date: 1905 ca.

Praise be to God, we are spending our days in complete
peace, tranquility, and stability under divine protection and
From clear evidence, the respected commission of
investigation is engaged in search and inquiry, but we trust
in divine protection and the justice of His Imperial Majesty,
thus we have no anxiety.

care.

Praise be to God, the depths of the sea are clear and we con-
duct ourselves according to the counsels of Baha'u’llah. We act
with utmost truthfulness, honesty, trustworthiness and good-
will towards all peoples of the world, and inevitably this truth
cannot remain hidden but will become evident and manifest.
Although now the calumniators, especially the kind brother,
have stirred up dust and caused corruption and sedition, this
dust will eventually settle and the truth will become clear and
apparent.

The purpose of this writing is for you to convey and empha-
size to all Iranians who are friends, and teach with utmost
speed, that since this dust of sedition has been stirred up,
strange rumors will inevitably reach those regions. Perhaps
some corrupt individuals who have no thought except corrup-
tion and sedition, who are in Egypt under various names, when
they hear these rumors, these mischief-makers and corruption-
seekers will approach you, express sympathy, feign heartbreak,
and attribute oppression and injustice to the government.

Beware, beware! Do not allow these souls near you, avoid
them completely. Until you are certain someone is completely
detached from these corrupt ones, do not converse with them
at all, for those parties are ill-intentioned and utterly corrupt,
and prejudiced and unfair people. Whatever they say is purely
from self and desire. They have no thought of good whatsoever.
Their purpose is either to gain some advantage through these
corrupt means and derive some benefit, or to satisfy their spite
and quench the anger in their hearts. They never become true
friends with anyone and never wish good for any soul. What
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they say is mere lip-service, and certainly in these days they
will come to your vicinity and show great kindness.

Beware, beware! Do not meet with them, and if someone comes
to you saying that certain people in Akka have fallen into dif-
ficulties, reply that it is of no consequence - some people have
made accusations, but the just king will inevitably investigate
the truth, and eventually the reality will become known. We
trust in divine aid and grace, the justice of the king, and the
fairness of those in authority.

5 il b Ko ol kol b Ly
3 dle W& OLBL Wby Ol 5s Sl 0
LSn Gl J

Sy aS Sl LT L le Hddl L0l 5
§ 558 o olbl s T L sy sast adls
Sl o Kals) ;,iz: gcJ; Ursd O
Blosy QL) rsh (sam St W5 45K
WS i o cudsl olasl AY
s oolazel L ni.a r}lu b caz cile
Sl y Alisl Sllse 5 b il 0
PLWJD )2 sl Ul

MMKB5#026 p.019x, QT108.072

ABO01108

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O Divine Herald! Your letters were received, and I was aston-
ished at your disturbed thoughts regarding the upheaval at the
Holy Shrine, for the valley of the love of God is an arena of
trials and suffering. In the path of love there must be bleed-
ing hearts and imperiled souls - how else could the truthful
be distinguished from the false, and lovers separated from the
heedless? The distinguishing force between confident souls and
troubled hearts is successive trials and tribulations. Those who
are faithful and assured find wounds to be balm and poison to
be the greatest antidote. In the fire of tests they adorn their
countenance, and count the comfort and ease of this world as
contamination. Rather, they find the arrow of cruelty to be a
precious pearl of bounty, and know pain and suffering to be
healing itself.

Therefore, do not be bewildered, and do not become compan-
ions of burning sighs and weeping eyes. Give thanks to God
that ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in the path of Baha, drinks at every mo-
ment a cup of tribulation and tastes the bitterness of deadly
poison. This is from the gift of the Lord and the infinite fa-
vors of the peerless God. The friends should not look to the
Holy Land nor be affected by painful events and occurrences.
Despite a thousand seditions and corruptions of the Center of
violation, inevitably each day some affliction must arrive and
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suffering result. Rather, the friends must strive to diffuse the
divine fragrances and promote the teachings of Baha'u’llah,
and be occupied with their own work, so that the friends may
be raised up with a character and demonstrate a conduct that
will make the world a paradise of good-pleasure and the face
of the earth a supreme heaven.

This is what is important. Otherwise, neither our permanence
nor extinction has any significance. The essential thing is that
we must all strive with heart and soul so that the reality of di-
vine attributes may become manifest in the realm of possibility,
and the human world may become a mirror of the Most Great
Beauty. Faith, certitude, mystic knowledge, truth, integrity,
reconciliation, worship of truth, love, oneness, fellowship and
wisdom may become realized and renowned among all peoples.
For today humanity is like a ravening wolf and every people
and nation thinks of shedding the blood of others. You must
strive with heart and soul that all humanity may become lov-
ing toward each other, and no nation consent to the slightest
harm to another. Rather may nations and peoples embrace
one another and become each other’s well-wishers. Be you like
this and be resigned. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in United States
Date: 1905 ca.

O confidant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The letter written to Jinab-i-
Manshadi was noted and its contents understood. Concerning
what you wrote about that Indian person’s views - Good Lord!
What manner of words are these, what thoughts and supposi-
tions that are so clearly false!

In the human world, there have appeared souls who became
educators of humanity, who shone like the sun and were wor-
shipped throughout all regions - they were the dawning-places
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of revelation and the daysprings of the light of truth. There-
fore, consider in the human temple what loftiness and exalta-
tion this represents. Likewise, among human beings there are
souls who worship and bow before stone and clay - that is, be-
fore minerals which are the lowest form of existence. Consider
how abject and base they are, that the object of their worship
is the lowest of created things - stone and clay and mineral.
How then can these be compared? By God, this is a mighty
calumny!

The outer is a sign of the inner. FEach kingdom of existence,
no matter how much it may progress, cannot attain to the sta-
tion above it. For instance, no matter how much the mineral
may progress within the mineral kingdom, it cannot acquire
the power of growth. Similarly, no matter how much the plant
may progress and be trained within the vegetable kingdom, it
cannot gain the power of sensation. Likewise, no matter how
much the animal may be trained and progress within the an-
imal kingdom, it cannot attain to the power of reason. Thus
it is clear that each created thing has its own station and pro-
gresses within that station.

Similarly, each type of human being has a spiritual station and
progresses within his own rank and station. A dull person, no
matter how much severe discipline he may undergo, no mat-
ter how much he may strive and be transformed, can never
attain to the station of the Manifestations of Revelation and
the Dawning-places of inspiration. The tree of Zagqqum cannot
become a lofty palm, nor can the bitter colocynth yield sweet
fruit. What fantasies are these, what strange conjectures, that
people give ear to such delusions!

In any case, O Khan, let us return to our subject. In these
days there is great danger in your work, and the friends of
God must reach such a station that no matter what may oc-
cur - even if the Holy Land should be completely overthrown,
and worse - you must show not the slightest trace of weakness
or shortcoming. Rather, you must entirely forget yourselves,
forsake comfort and ease, and become completely effaced and
annihilated in the Cause of God. Raise the cry and call, and
spread the holy fragrances.

Convey my most glorious and beauteous greetings to the hand-
maid of God Florence, and kiss Rahim-Quli Khan’s face on my
behalf.

PN_1906 p088, VUJUDE.206-207
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ABO01377
To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn et al., in Hisar
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye wanderers in the realm of the true Friend! When the
Best-Beloved of the world appeared in the assemblage of His
lovers, He unravelled such divine mysteries that the true seek-
ers hastened towards Him, their faces illumined with the fire
of His love. His intoxicated lovers rushed towards His dwelling
place and the thirsty ones drank their fill from His Fountain.
The learned and the wise were enchanted by His attributes and
in their eagerness to reach Him, they hurried one and all to the
field of martyrdom in order to attain their Object. Such is the
overflowing munificence of the Lord. Such is the essence of
true felicity and joy, a sign of the supreme grace of the Lord
of bounty.

But they who are shut out as by a veil have wailed and be-
moaned their plight, saying, ‘How difficult is this path, for it
requires one to renounce this world and hasten to the next!
How can we do this? How can we investigate the truth and un-
ravel love’s great subtleties, with all the attachments that we
have? Better for us to busy ourselves with our own affairs and
turn aside from the mysteries of world of being. Better for us
to rest in dim and darkened chambers, seeking our pleasures
and pursuing our happiness and good fortune in the lowest
abyss.” Therefore have these benighted ones turned aside from
the divine Guide into the valley of waywardness. Thus have
they fled from the one who would lead them aright and busied
themselves instead by fighting battles in the realm of passion.

Ye who have been enraptured by that luminous countenance
and ravished by His musk-laden tresses should regard life’s
sacrifice as your ultimate goal of happiness and should con-
sider martyrdom as the means of gaining proximity to His
All-Merciful threshold. Regard the censure of your enemies
and the scorn of the disloyal as the essence of true tenderness,
the very expressions of kindliness from a faithful friend. Look
upon the deadly venom of their darts as nectar and the purest
milk, and make light of the spear and the blade of the adver-
sary. For the sake of that sacred Spirit, let thy mortal frame
be sacrificed, and for the sake of love for the Day Star of the
heavens let this feeble body suffer immolation. Let the drop
yield its life to the ocean and the atom to be offered up to the
incandescent Sun. Thus shall ye behold the heavenly blessings
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and come ever closer to the All-Merciful, seeking imperishable
existence and attaining life anew in the eternal world.

Crown yourselves, therefore, with the diadem of eternal glory.
Raise up the canopy of His endless favour and hoist aloft the
heavenly banner that ye shall finally behold the splendour, the
glory and the majesty of the Kingdom of Light.

é*ﬁ@fﬂf)%ﬁzé&‘oﬁdf 4
s J s L é&:‘#) NI
5 i) S:‘G; LS sdalin Gy oS

S

MMEK2#037 p.025

AB01386

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Egypt
Date: 1905 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! What you had written
was noted. You are truly right, but we should not pay any
attention to the likes of Mirza Mehdi Khan. This person has
no station that would warrant us engaging in defense against
him. “Leave them in their vain discussions to play.” This
person’s aim is to incite all nations and governments against
us through these lies and calumnies so they will burn us. If
such a thing happens, for us it would be most welcome and a
great victory. However, Mirza Mehdi and his like should think
about what will happen after this incident.

Mirza Mehdi is of no consequence, but what is strange is that
some newspaper owners like Hilal and Manar immediately pub-
lish whatever that slanderer says in their papers. God says in
the Qur’an “If a wicked person comes to you with news, verify
it.” Praise be to God, Mirza Mehdi is free from wickedness,
since from early childhood he received good training and spent
all his days in worship, holiness and purity! One cannot say
this witness’s testimony is unacceptable and his slanders must
be investigated, because God says “If a wicked person comes
to you with news, verify it” - He does not say “If a person who
is faithful and certain of God and His verses comes to you with
news, verify it.”” One must accept his word without hesitation!
If anyone doubts Mirza Mehdi’s sanctity, holiness, purity and
cleanliness, they should ask Azerbaijan - then it will become
clear how pure, selfless, good and clean he is. This was written
in jest.
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If someone mentions him, say that in the days of the Prophets
and Messengers there were many people stronger, more severe,
more slanderous and more inflammatory than this person - in-
deed some were philosophers of the age and famous men, not
Mirza Mehdi. Nevertheless God says “Their efforts have been
wasted in this world’s life.” This too shall be thus. We have
no quarrel with him, we seek no contention. If possible, we
would assist him. But the Prophet said “Whoever digs a pit
for his brother, God will make him fall into it.” And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB01385
To: Muhammad Rida Qaini
Date: 1905 ca.
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Ol b !

Whatever thou hadst written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was noted.
A prayer for forgiveness was offered for the one who has as-
cended to God, Aqa Masihullah, and likewise another prayer
for forgiveness was offered for the two who have attained the
Supreme Companion, Jinab-i-Haji Ghulamrida and Mulla Aqa
Baba. Both prayers are enclosed in this letter - deliver them
to their relatives.

Regarding what thou hadst written about reciting prayers with
complete confidence for the healing of those friends, and then
their passing occurring - know that there are two kinds of des-
tined time of death: one is the inevitable destined time, and
the other is the suspended destined time. These prayers, sup-
plications, pleading, seeking of healing and protection are for
preservation from the suspended destined time, not from the
appointed and inevitable time. Otherwise, no soul would has-
ten from this mortal world to the eternal realm, for whenever
someone falls ill, either they themselves would pray or others
would pray for them and they would be healed. In such case,
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it would necessitate that no one would ever die, which is im-
possible and inconceivable, for change and transformation are
among the essential requirements of contingent realities - oth-
erwise it would be necessity.

The reality of the inevitable and suspended destined times is
like this: this lamp has a certain amount of oil, and when
that oil is depleted, that lamp must inevitably be extinguished.
Therefore one must take refuge in the glass of supplication and
lamentation, so that before the oil is depleted, it is not extin-
guished by the blowing of the strong winds of destiny. Talis-
mans, prayers and seeking healing are for protection from the
winds of suspended destiny, but the inevitable destiny cannot
be changed or altered.

5 As for what thou hadst written about the letters of Mulla Ali

- this helpless one thinks that through the doubts of the ig-
norant Covenant-breaker, it is possible to make a breach in
the Covenant? Far from it! Far from it! Consider what kind
of person the center of violation has called a standard-bearer
of assistance - from this very issue the nature and reality of
the follower and the followed is clear and evident - the weak-
ness of the seeker and the sought. Soon the banner of the
Covenant will wave so mightily at the pole of the horizons that
these few nonexistent Covenant-breakers who, like snakes, poke
their heads out from corners and crevices will be completely
obliterated and perish.

; And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB01619

To: Vazir, Mirza Asadullah et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye kind friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! For some time now the
mind of this exiled one hath suffered from the thought of all the
afflictions and adversity that have befallen the friends. With
every breath I have lifted up my lamentations to the Kingdom
of everlasting might, at every step on the path of supplication
I have implored God saying: “O Thou kind Lord! The circle
of the righteous hath been scattered and the gathering place
of the friends hath been destroyed. Wouldst Thou reveal Thy
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bounties unto them once more? Wouldst Thou shower these
friends again with new confirmations that they might come
together and become illuminated by the lamp of thy remem-
brance in their gatherings? O God, the Most Kind! Lift Thy
decree that hath disbanded and dispersed these friends! O
Compassionate Lord gather this desolate and scattered band.

Such was my imploring prayer until the day when this new
letter was received and your glad tidings of reunion alleviated
my sorrows. The hope of this broken heart servant is that
the respected friends will at all times remain united and to-
gether in the utmost wisdom, will attain new life again through
the mention of the Ancient Beauty and will kindle their joy,
their yearning and fervour in each other through the thought
of His good-pleasure Thus shall these glad tidings clothe all
of humankind in fresh robes of grace and adorn the temple of
humanity in wondrous garments.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! T am deeply affected at all times
and grievously saddened by the flood of your adversities but the
bounty of such hardship is not decreed for every deprived one.
These tests are gifts that belong to the people of faithfulness
alone and these afflictions are special favours of God’s saints.
All things shall pass away but in the end ye shall recognise
the bounty and the grace of the Abha Beauty. This suffering
shall be seen as the most generous gift for those who are eager
to behold the countenance of Baha’u’llah! May my life be a
sacrifice to His friends!
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AB01609

To: Khudadad Jamshid et al.,
Date: 1905 ca.

in Shiraz

O Parsee friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Every region has its an-
cient inhabitants as foundation and basis, and in every land
there are original dwellers who are knowledgeable and aware.
Those friends are the ancient Iranians and praise be to God,
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in these days they are companions and intimates of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Though outwardly not present, yet with heart and soul
they are present in the gathering of friends, fully present in the
assembly and intimate companion.

2 At all times he is gladdened by thoughts of you and beseeches
God’s help and favor: “O God! Cherish these friends and
make them familiar with whispered prayer and supplication,
and cause them to be in harmony with the birds of the meadow,
that they may sing in the rose garden of unity and adorn the
gathering of detachment, that they may find rest in the shelter
of divine favors and stain their face and hair with their own
blood in the field of sacrifice.” Surely these whispered prayers
and supplications will be heard and accepted at the Court of
the Self-Sufficient.

Therefore you who are companions should raise up a tumul-
tuous cry moment by moment until you hear songs of praise
from the invisible herald and angel, and at the Court of the
Manifest Light become successful in servitude and nobility.

Truly the Parsee friends desire peace and reconciliation with
all peoples and seek truth-worship. Blessed are they who in
this mighty Cycle and luminous Century and manifestation of
the brilliant Star have rent asunder the veils and attained their
goal and heard the divine call and saw the light of truth and
were delivered from all else but God and with heart and soul
reached the court of the Beloved of the horizons. Blessed are
they and excellent is their abode.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! At every moment raise up two
hands of thanksgiving to the threshold of the one God and
bow your heads in prostration and give thanks for the favors of
the intended Lord that in this promised Day you have desired
and strived for the praiseworthy station. I hope that you will
become enriched by that bounty. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O you who are steadfast in the Covenant and remembrance
of that kind friend! Your letter was received and its contents
noted. A telegram was immediately sent instructing you to
cancel your trip to Europe, as travel to those parts is not
permitted for you at this time due to certain wisdom. You
would go merely for travel, but government officials would in-
terpret it differently. Your presence in Tehran is very necessary
now, therefore permission for your presence [elsewhere] was not
given.

2 I write this very confidentially: Some government officials sus-
pect and imagine that you report Iran’s affairs to foreign pow-
ers and have thereby gained favor with foreigners. If this were
true, it would be contrary to the definitive commands of the
Manifest Light. We are all commanded to act with complete
truthfulness and trustworthiness toward the local government;
indeed service is an obligation and duty upon every individual.
I did not believe this and my heart would never consent to
entertain such a thought, but as a divine responsibility I write
this news without giving it the slightest credence - it is merely
hearsay.

Yes, if someone is employed by a foreign office they must serve
that office with utmost truthfulness and trustworthiness, not
resting or relaxing until carrying out whatever duties they are
responsible for in service to that office - and the more effort
expended the better - but on condition that it causes no harm
to one’s own government, country and homeland. If one were
to disregard this, it would be contrary to the nobility of the
human world and forbidden according to the definitive divine
texts.

In any case, I hope that the friends of God will conduct them-
selves such that all people of the world, from kings to subjects,
will trust those souls, especially you who are the fruit of the
tree of martyrdom and descendant of that noble lineage. What

0 5Ke Bl b O 5L 5 Ol 2 b o)
FET g @U;‘ Osomits s 5 oy
boosl & ooy § ax Jdll T Ol sk
G Sl (85 1) LU e
sy ol 22 I 4 Sl L L
OV sy 5 dlf o5 oy 50l SUsl
o;\)j;\i)]» BEYRRPS CJY Yoo (J\J,@.E BE

A2

o) sl Sl gam a5k 08 0 ale 2 Lt
Ol ool oly & 8 Ol plasl 5 o
s,):—‘"“ @V' 35 33 e b 5 e @\3’:
55 Sl ol Gl ol e §) alou
cj\md&ffgby‘-ﬂf;i»«‘w
OA 3\}\)\ L;J}Jb/j, C,«N\ ‘."’fb} ucje
T TR e S OSTIR P
H s Ol by gl e o 8
(qLé G 3! & O ()K;:p Ly e o

ol Sulsy 5 S Olpe

loylsl 31 Goylsl 55 43 s $1
Sl Sl ol Wil by aa s
A5 L a8 Cas olsl 0L bl
5 il GG T b Al i)
Ay dmp g a4l o2 oyls) O Ceds
oo ST b2y s el G ST 2 i
oy s oS, us Sloyme Sy
al b e Oldl gl §) asl waly
g8 s Sl e S clle ang

a.;l:J *aalss U2 A s
Soh Ol (M bl & ol o3k
ol S5 S ) Ol o 8 sl
*o & s u’}«ﬂ{‘g}‘ L2l e OT)\
w\ﬁﬁﬁ‘aﬁ)&ﬂ&\‘_}&J.\;a Lot g
b & Cud K Ol As 2% 4%\-

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 59



Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO01638

was written was merely hearsay, not confirmation of this report.
Write your reply soon. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Nasrullah Khan et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

...0 friends of Abdu’l-Baha and servants of the Most Glorious
Beauty! How blessed, how blessed are ye that ye have drunk
this brimming cup from the hand of the Cup-Bearer of mys-
teries, and become so intoxicated as to dance in this arena,
embracing the loving Friend-meaning that ye have attained to
recognition of Him and been drawn to His love, that ye have
loosened your tongues in praise and thanksgiving and striven
with heart and soul in the path of the Lord. This is a mighty
bounty, a peerless and matchless blessing.

Consider how in the wilderness of Manchuria two million souls
sacrificed their lives for the sake of earth, and throughout the
winter season, in cold and storm and snow and rain, from morn
till night they strove with utmost vigor to shed blood in the
field of sacrifice. They shall find no fruit save manifest loss.
Indeed, for a few days that base region falls into the hands of
this one and that, and in the end remains in the possession of
none, for “unto God belongeth the heritage of the heavens and
of the earth.”

Now that group endured such grief and sorrow for the sake of
black earth, and saw no fruit save loss and deprivation, and
ere long “Hath there not been a time when man was a thing
unremembered?” All these labors will be wasted and all these
hardships will yield no result. Indeed, war and strife, battle
and conflict, striking and struggling are a disgrace to the hu-
man world and prevent prosperity and salvation.

Therefore we, who are enamored of the face of the Beloved and
distracted by those perfumed tresses, how must we sacrifice our
lives and through such sacrifice attain to joy? For we strive
in the path of the One True God, and attain life everlasting
and seek eternal glory. We have raised a banner that shall
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not be reversed, and we cherish a hope that none shall be
disappointed.

Therefore, O friends of Abdu’l-Baha, as far as ye are able,
follow the path of the guides, sacrifice yourselves in the path
of the Lord, be loving friends to all humanity, and become
the nurturers of mankind. Be obedient and submissive to the
just government, and become powerful servants to His Majesty
the King, that ye may become the manifestations of divine
confirmations and the dawning-places of eternal lights. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO01705

To: Relatives of Kaykhusraw Parsi, in Bombay
Date: 1905 ca.

O relatives and connections of that wise one! His Holiness
Kaykhusraw showed lordliness, demonstrated faithfulness, dis-
played nobility and manifested greatness in all that constitutes
the teachings of the Blessed Beauty and the counsels and ex-
hortations of the Most Great Name. Indeed, he sacrificed his
soul for Prague and offered his body as an oblation for the
friends. That pure and holy soul ascended to the luminous
Kingdom, that spotless spirit passed beyond the spheres and
became radiant in the eternal world. His friends and relatives
must hold their heads high and become proud and exultant, of-
fering thanks at the Threshold of Oneness that such a blessed
soul from among them became scattered in the path of Truth
and was offered up as a sacrifice.

O Kaykhusraw! You are sovereign of both worlds and king of
the eternal realm! How precious you were, that you made my
nostrils fragrant with musk! Like pure gold in the crucible of
tests you made your face radiant, created tumult, played the
game of love, accomplished a mighty deed, and galloped from
this narrow and dark world to the luminous realm. Blessed are
you, blessed are you! ‘Abdu’l-Baha hopes that he too will be
enabled to follow your example and thus sacrifice his soul in
love for the friends.
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O peerless Lord! Nurture this dear friend and adorn his crown
with the gift of bounty. Grant him the diadem of eternal
sovereignty and place upon his head the crown of heavenly
bestowal. He yearned for the meeting - admit him to the gath-
ering of divine manifestation. He desired to behold - bestow
upon him the light of Thy presence. He was an enraptured
moth - bring him near to the candle of Beauty. He was an im-
passioned nightingale - grant him union with the rose. Help his
loved ones, grant them patience and composure, bestow upon
them endurance and steadfastness, that they may find deliv-
erance from the burning anguish of separation from him and
their hearts may find solace from his loss and absence. Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Helper, the Omnipotent, and
verily Thou hast power over all things.
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To: Shirin Kayqubad (Wife of Nush Gushtasb) et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O beloved handmaidens of God! Amatu’llah Shirin has arrived
in this pure and pleasant land and opened her sweet tongue in
remembrance of you, requesting a letter for each of you. How-
ever, my occupations are so numerous that I cannot write a
letter to each one. If I had the opportunity, I would certainly
write a letter each day, for the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones) has so quickened and stirred
this heart with love for His friends that it knows neither rest
nor weariness. But what can be done? This wanderer has a
hundred occupations day and night. How then can he corre-
spond with East and West and write personally to each of the
friends? Therefore you will surely excuse me.

Let us pass beyond the world of words and grasp the reality
of meanings, which is this: Although we lack capacity and
worthiness, praise be to God we have attained to a bounty
and gift that was the ultimate desire of the ancients and the
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kings of old. And that is success and deliverance in the day of
the manifestation of the Divine Beauty and the embodiment
of infinite favors and bestowals, and witnessing the dawning of
heavenly lights and entering beneath the shade of the Blessed
Tree in this Most Glorious Paradise.

Therefore, O handmaidens of God, find fresh joy moment by
moment and be glad and fulfilled, for you have been blessed
with such a heavenly gift and divine bestowal. If you succeed
in service and servitude at the Divine Threshold as is befitting,
you will observe how this world becomes illumined in a brief
time. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Baghistan

Date: 1905 ca.

O my spiritual one, my illumined one, my divine one! Al-
though physical trials pour down like heavenly rain, or rather
like mountain torrents, yet the remembrance of the faces of the
friends remains fixed and imprinted in my heart and soul.

In these days the winds of tests are intensifying, and some
divine friends stand firm like mighty mountains in perfect calm
and assurance, while some of the weak ones languish forgotten
in corners of obscurity.

Praise be to God, the loved ones of Khurasan were always full
of enthusiasm and passion, ever accompanied by melody and
joy. Therefore we hope they will raise a new song and create
fresh excitement and ecstasy, laughing like meadows at the
weeping of winter clouds, and like flowers and fragrant herbs
diffusing holy fragrances in this divine garden.

Like birds soaring in sanctified heights, may they sing such
melodies and play such tunes in these divine gardens as to
transport the dwellers of the pavilion of glory into rapture and
ecstasy.
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In brief, O my spiritual one, it is time to illuminate Khurasan
like the sun with the lights of divine knowledge, and to raise
from every corner the life-giving cry of “O Glory of the Most
Glorious!” May the friends be moved to joy and delight, while
the heedless are seized with trembling and fever.

i I press my brow to the dust of the illumined holy threshold and

pray for confirmation for the loved ones and for reinforcements
from the Supreme Concourse as heavenly support from the
Most Glorious Kingdom for the pure ones in spreading the
divine fragrances throughout the earth.

O my Lord, the All-Mercifull Make manifest Thy manifest
religion above all religions, open the gates of knowledge to all
hearts, and send down tranquility and assurance into all minds,
that they may praise Thee among the peoples and spread Thy
teachings throughout the world of humanity, that they may
walk the path and reach Thy glorious Kingdom, heal every sick
and ailing one with the cup of the flowing spring, that breasts
may be gladdened by the dawning of the verses of light, and
eyes be consoled by discovering the lights of mysteries shining
from the niche of manifestation. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Mighty, the Sovereign, the All-Forgiving.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Tabasi, in Bombay
Date: 1905 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter you wrote to
Jinab-i-Manshadi was reviewed. Regarding the cemetery, you
wrote that the government has designated a special place, built
a wall around it, installed a gate, and given permission for
burial there. Write a letter on behalf of all the friends express-
ing gratitude to the government for this effort and submit it.
And write that according to the clear sacred texts, in whatever
country we reside, we must conduct ourselves with complete
truthfulness and goodwill toward the government of that land.
Therefore, we consider it our duty to express our gratitude, and
we have had and continue to have the utmost satisfaction with
the esteemed government, and we hope that our truthfulness,
trustworthiness and goodwill become evident and manifest.
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As for the matter of the tower of silence, although there is no
clear sacred text about it and the permissibility or impermis-
sibility of this matter is referred to the House of Justice - this
servant’s duty is to explain the clear sacred texts, but every-
thing beyond what is explicitly in the Book is referred to the
House of Justice - whenever it is established they will make a
decision about this. However, if multiple bodies are placed at
once, it is somewhat distant from cleanliness. The soil needs
to absorb the moisture of the body. In this case, if soil is
poured on the coffin, the moisture of the body will dissipate
more quickly.

In any case, the divine friends must be firm and steadfast in the
Cause, increase their enthusiasm and joy day by day, strive in
service, and like the apostles after the ascension of the Spirit
(Christ), increase in firmness and steadfastness so that they
may become worthy of praise from the Supreme Concourse and
the subject of glorification in the Abha Kingdom. O faithful
friend, you have striven with your soul in service to the Cause
of God. Your service is accepted and your effort appreciated.
We hope you will observe good recompense and remain pro-
tected from harm and injury. Convey longing greetings from
‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the divine friends.
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was noted.
The news of the arrangement of meetings and the chanting of
verses and singing of poems brought abundant joy. In these
divine tests that have befallen the Holy Land, what brings
solace to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is news of the enkindlement
and attraction of the friends, which must increase day by day
through God’s assistance and grace.
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2 O Bayda, convey to the divine friends that they should not
look to the Holy Land and the events and severe trials and
tests therein. Whatever occurs is pure good, even if breasts
become targets for arrows of cruelty and bodies are torn to
pieces by the sword of hatred. Rather, the friends must be in
utmost joy and delight, familiar with divine breezes, strive to
exalt the Word of God, and make effort to spread the fragrance
of the love of God.

3 For at all times the Holy Land is in danger, as the call is loud
and the Center is established and all the peoples of the world
are in extreme opposition. Therefore it is not permissible for
the friends to look to events in the Holy Land. Rather they
must ever arise to fulfill their own duties, whether this land be
calm or in turmoil. Even if ‘Abdu’l-Baha falls from East to
West, or hastens from this world to the next world, no languor
should result whatsoever. Rather tumult and rapture should
increase and promotion become greater. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.

He is God!

5 O Bayda! The Most Exalted One, the Primal Point, may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him, became the target of the arrow of
cruelty, and the Blessed Beauty, may my very being be sacri-
ficed for His loved ones, ascended to the Supreme Concourse.
After these two momentous events, one should no longer be
disturbed by occurrences. Whatever happens, even if all of us
in the Holy Land are torn to pieces, you must engage with all
the divine friends in work and service and make joy and glad-
ness, for praise be to God, we have attained to the bounty of
sacrifice.
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To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Testa-
ment! Your letter was read with utmost joy, and supplication
and beseeching were made at the Threshold of Oneness, seek-
ing confirmation and success, that this partner and associate
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Sacred Threshold may be
continuously and persistently assisted with divine confirma-
tions and become a fruitful tree. Among its fruits is that souls
are being taught and instructed, and being educated under the
blessed tree, they become familiar with the holy fragrances and
strive to diffuse the divine breaths.

O you who are firm in the Testament! You mentioned the trav-
els and journeys of Aga Siyyid Hasan, Aqa Siyyid Jalal, Aqa
Mirza Mahdi, Aga Mirza Habibu’llah, Aqa Mirza Nasru’llah,
and Aga Mirza Taqi Khan, who have taken up the musk-pod of
mysteries to spread its perfumed fragrance throughout all re-
gions. How excellent is the triumph of one who arises to guide
souls in all horizons, and how joyous is he who carries the
garment of Joseph of Baha so that its fragrance may spread
through cities and villages! 1 beseech God to assist them in
this.

3 You had also written that Aga Mirza Masi? has likewise em-
barked on travel to open his eloquent tongue and, with a radi-
ant countenance and eloquent speech, counsel and guide peo-
ple in all regions. This too brought joy. Surely give great
importance to the teaching classes so that students, having
been trained, may spread to various regions.
treme joy and delight were obtained from the preparation of
provisions and expenses for the teachers that his honor Aqa
Siyyid Nasru’llah and other partners have undertaken. Con-
vey ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s loving greetings to all, and be occupied
day and night with conducting teaching classes. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Likewise, ex-
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To: Mrs P K Dealy, in New York
Date: 1905 ca.

O dear servant of God!

The tests of God are surrounding you from all directions and
many afflictions have occurred; but thanks be to God that you
and your honorable husband are patient, thankful and con-
stant.

The necessity and the particularity of the assured and believing
ones is to be firm in the Cause of God and withstand the
hidden and evident tests. Thanks be to God that you are
distinguished and made eminent by this blessing. Anybody
can be happy in the state of comfort, ease, health, success,
pleasure and joy; but if one will be happy and contented in the
time of trouble, hardship and prevailing disease, it is the proof
of nobility. Thanks be to God that that dear servant of God is
extremely patient under the disastrous circumstances, and in
the place of complaining gives thanks.

Verily I am pleased with both you and your husband], and I
ask God that you may find pleasure and ease in another world—
for this earthly world is narrow, dark and frightful, rest cannot
be imagined and happiness really is non-existent, everyone is
captured in the net of sorrow, and is day and night enslaved
by the chain of calamity; there is no one who is at all free or
at rest from grief and affliction. Still, as the believers of God
are turning to the limitless world, they do not become very
depressed and sad by disastrous calamities—there is something
to console them; but the others in no way have anything to
comfort them at the time of calamity. Whenever a calamity
and a hardship occurs, they become sad and disappointed, and
hopeless of the bounty and the mercy of the Glorious Lord.

Give especial greetings of ABHA to all the friends of God and
the divine servants, and give them deep love from Abdul-Baha.

O dear servant of God! Give my greeting and love to your boys.
I ask God that each one of them become a shining lamp.

TAB.263-264, BWF.363-364x
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To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O servant of the divine Sacred Threshold! Your letter was
received and its contents noted. Likewise regarding the letter
you wrote to Jinab-i-Manshadi about the Dutch philosopher
and the conversations held with him - the friends must only
state what is found in the sacred texts and not deviate in the
slightest.

However, the Bayan has been abrogated by the Kitab-i-Aqdas
and its laws are no longer in effect, except for those laws that
were repeated and emphasized in the Kitab-i-Aqdas. The laws
beyond those emphasized in the Kitab-i-Aqdas pertain to the
people of the Bayan and have no connection to us.

We are bound by the laws of the Kitab-i-Aqdas and are explic-
itly forbidden from the slightest interference. Rather, we are
commanded to show kindness, love, faithfulness and purity to
every people and nation, to obey the government, to be loyal
to the throne of sovereignty, and to not interfere in political
matters - even discussion and conversation about such matters
is not permitted in any way, meaning we have no connection
to these affairs.

Our essential duties are recognition of the Supreme Being, cer-
titude in the revelation sent down from heaven, servitude at
the Most Glorious Threshold, worship of God with sincerity
and conscious attraction, and fellowship with all human beings
with utmost truthfulness, kindness, harmony, uprightness and
devotion to truth. Whatever is beyond this has no connection
to our spiritual life and conscience.

Let us suppose that if all the people of a city become friends
while a small number remain strangers showing utmost enmity
and hatred - despite this, the friends must show love and tol-
erance, exercise the utmost consideration, overlook faults and
increase their kindness. This is what the divine texts state and
anything less is unworthy of the people of understanding.
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To: Aga Husayn et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O my true friends! Consider the tenderness and kindness of
this Prisoner, who thinks of the friends day and night and is
ever engaged in their remembrance. No morning brings Him
joy save through love of the friends, and no evening brings Him
rest except through remembrance of the loved ones. Day and
night He bows His head at the Divine Threshold and implores
assistance for the friends, that perchance some souls may arise
in this world’s gathering who, like unto candles, will bestow
light upon all assembled there, and who, like unto flowers and
sweet herbs in this heavenly garden, will diffuse their fragrance,
that they may become faithful servants of God and true com-
panions of this servant.

For this earthly realm has become so dark through the heedless
ways and ignorant conduct of the negligent that the realities
and true nature of all things have been entirely shrouded in
darkness. Thus if the light of divine guidance should assist, all
that lies hidden behind the veils of this world would be made
manifest through the grace of the Sun of Reality, darkness
would be dispelled by the light of divine guidance, and all
mysteries would be revealed and made evident.

3 In such case, the friends of God must become the removers
of this darksome veil, and the true friends must become the
means for the manifestation of realities and meanings. Christ
addressed His loved ones, saying: “Ye are the salt of the earth;
but if the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted?”
The meaning is that the standard is the conduct and behavior
of the friends. If they succeed as they ought and should, with-
out doubt this dark prison shall become an illumined palace,
and this pit of sorrow a luminous garden.

I beseech God that ye may be assisted and confirmed in this
bounty. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Haqqih, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is some time that outwardly
no flame hath reached the Sacred Threshold from those faithful
friends and no sweet-scented breeze of attraction hath wafted
to the nostrils, although the true friends should be ever more
ardent in their longing and more advanced in their conduct, for
from the beginning they were people of longing and enthusiasm,
and afterwards became attracted to the lights of the Forgiving
Lord. They rent asunder the veil of idle fancies, ran in the
path of truth, reached the desired goal, tasted the honey of
the love of God, and drank the wine of mystic knowledge from
the hand of the Cup-bearer [of the age]. Like the morning star
they shone from the luminous East.

Despite these gifts, they must not rest or repose for a moment,
nor take ease for a breath. They must adorn spiritual gather-
ings, chant songs and strike up melodies and anthems to bring
the listeners into a state of joy and ecstasy, that they may hear
the praise of the Concourse on High and witness the glorifica-
tion of the people of the Most Glorious Kingdom, and hear the
divine melody from the horizon of grandeur, becoming won-
derstruck and transported, and dancing and leaping with the
utmost joy and gladness, sacrificing their lives.

They must show kindness to all people, even to enemies and
ill-wishers, serve the throne faithfully, and obey the authorities
with perfect good will, that they may become the cause of the
ancient glory of that realm and the means of fame and renown
for the people of Iran. They must seek purity, nobility, humility
and radiance, and shine like stars in both East and West.

These are the counsels of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Whoso wisheth, let
him act accordingly, and whoso wisheth, let him abandon it.
Verily God is independent of all the worlds.
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To: Arthur P Dodge, in New York
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The means of communication being severed, your letter of [...]
was received only in these days. You have made mention of
the persons who have lately accepted the Truth. Convey most
wonderful ABHA greetings to Mrs... and say: “Thank thou
God for thou hast worn a crown studded with gems of the
knowledge of God and partaken of the fountain of the Water
of Life” Convey also most wonderful greetings to Mrs... and
say: “Thou wast in darkness and thou hast attained the world
of lights. Thou wast not informed of Almighty God. I hope
thou wilt witness signs.”

O thou real friend! Another letter [hath just been| received
from thee. Its contents bear upon the cablegram which was
sent to prevent publication. By thy dear life, thou wast not
meant by it; for numerous publications were seen in newspapers
and magazines which were not proper. The purpose of that
cablegram is this: That each one of the beloved ones of God
(believers in general who may wish to publish any writings or
articles, etc.) should first send the same to the Holy Land, to
be seen (or examined) and then printed. And this matter is
general and this (message) was sent equally to America, Persia,
India, and Turkestan. I have utmost love for thee and thy
family for thou servest me—how can I be offended at you? Be
assured and happy. Convey my greetings to thy sons and also
to the maid-servant of God, thy wife.

TAB.118-119

AB02962

To: Abbas Qabil, in Abadih
Date: 1905 ca.
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Nush-Abad and other surrounding areas are in a state of spiri-
tual excitement and awareness, in communion with the divine
call and inspiration. The divine counsels are like a magnet
- whoever stands firm upon them attracts heavenly confirma-
tions. They find doors open from every direction and see re-
ceptive hearts. I beseech God to increase, day by day, the
confirmations of those friends.

2 O my God, my God! These are Your chosen ones and Your
pure ones whom You have chosen for Your love, elected for
Your knowledge, and selected for Your remembrance. You have
been pleased to bestow upon them Your grace and gifts, and
made them the dawning-places of the stars and the channels
of Your lights, O Living, O Self-Subsisting One! You have de-
livered them from every vain imagination and guided them to
Your manifest Beauty. You have caused them to speak Your
praise among Your servants and through them spread Your
sweet fragrances throughout Your lands. O Lord, Lord! They
are the captives of Your love and the poor at Your gate, the
signs of Your religion and the fountains of Your remembrance.
Strengthen them through Your eternal might and aid them
with Your everlasting confirmations. Make them trees in Your
gardens, fish in Your pools, and lions in Your forests, so that
they may roar with such a roar as to scatter the foxes of vio-
lation from the stronghold of Your Covenant and drive away
through Your power and might the dogs of ignorance into the
corners of oblivion. Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Omnipotent, the Most High, the Supreme. And verily You
encompass all things. There is no God but You, the Majestic,
the Gracious, the All-Informed.
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AB02920

To: Haji Shaykh Zaynu’l-Abidin Yazdi, in Shahrud
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art firm and steadfast in thy love for the Manifest
Light! The letter which thou didst write to the Name of God
contained the sweet fragrances of the highest paradise, and
meanings sweeter than honey and nectar, for it bore clear proof
of the firmness and steadfastness of the loved ones of God and
told of the attraction of the hearts of the sincere ones. Thus it
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brought glad tidings and bestowed joy and delight upon hearts
and granted happiness and gladness to breasts.

For what consoles ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this tempest of tribulation
is the enkindlement of the hearts of the righteous and news
of the firmness and steadfastness of the free. I swear by the
Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones
- that when news arrives of the steadfastness of the friends in
the darkness of sorrows, the light of joy shines forth and the
lamp of gladness is lit, and no trace remains of the darkness of
grief and tribulation.

Convey yearning greetings to Aqa Mirza Muhammad and ut-
most love from this servant to Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar, for these
two brothers are memorials of that martyred beloved one, and
are dearer than life itself to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. That leader of the
righteous ones drank the cup of supreme martyrdom in the
field of sacrifice with such joy and delight that its sweetness
and pleasure is more delectable to ‘Abdu’l-Baha than honey
and sugar and mother’s milk. Therefore give thanks night
and day for this mighty and most great blessing that you are
brothers of that life-giving friend and companions of that most
brilliant light.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02894

To: Haydar Ali brother of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O servant of God! At a time when trials and tribulations like
ocean waves are surging from every direction, yet still engaged
in thanksgiving to God, your letter arrived and your cry and
lamentation was heard. It caused great astonishment that due
to hardship you wished to depart from this world, and espe-
cially that you desire the destruction of your lineage and family.
What an empty thought this is and what an unsuitable inten-
tion!

God always tests His servants so that the patient and grateful
may be distinguished from the complaining and ungrateful. As
is stated in the Qur’an: “And We will surely test you with
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something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives
and fruits, but give good tidings to the patient, who, when
disaster strikes them, say, ‘Indeed we belong to Allah, and
indeed, to Him we will return.”’

What a pity that someone like you should become so distraught
and distressed from want. We had hoped that someone like
you, if afflicted with grinding poverty, would increase in joy
and thanksgiving and give others the thread of patience and
gratitude. Yet again it is as stated: “And few of My servants
are grateful.”

I hope that you will show steadfastness and perseverance, and
exercise patience and contentment, so that the spring of bless-
ing may flow and the truth of the verse “And whoever relies
upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him” and “And whoever
fears Allah - He will make for him a way out, and will provide
for him from where he does not expect” may be proven.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12244

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O my Bashir! What you had written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was
noted, that the royal retinue is about to depart for Europe.
We hope through the grace and favor of the Divine Unity that
this journey will result in the health and well-being of His Im-
perial Majesty, and likewise that the attendants of the court
will discover beneficial matters of European civilization, observ-
ing with their own eyes and noting how civilization has been
achieved in that clime through various means, so that they may
adopt those same means and methods and implement them in
Iran.

You had also written about the arrival of His Most Noble
and Exalted Highness, the Crown Prince of justice, to Tehran
to manage affairs at the center of government during His
Majesty’s absence. In truth, this respected personage has thus

eho olhe Ol ofl el
5 Ople O weF disMe oy 03y
W bl 5y oS B8 s 0Kk
REY f:ﬁMC«;J’-‘ O pam ile ) Joab
O pardel 5l 5 2 Jpam e i
ol GliMe g 55§ Ll
R IO G R Pty
Caide § Al dim Mo 5 S ol 55
Ologr €28 Lol Joiluy a2 25! A s
G2 Ol 5> eagt i By 4 Loy

Xyls
dends Wy 0 21 O > o G (e
238 aspenst e b 4 dp Sl
s 5 03 Sl O el &y st Ol

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 75


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=22

w

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

AB03052

far shown the utmost protection to the oppressed of every
nation. He is zealous, patient, and experienced in affairs, and
preserves the rights of all subjects equally. Therefore the
friends must offer prayers day and night for his welfare and
beseech divine confirmation and success from the All-Merciful.

Regarding what you wrote about the Bayan being translated
- the Book of the Bayan has had all its laws abrogated by the
Kitab-i-Aqdas, except for those laws that are mentioned and
emphasized in the Kitab-i-Aqgdas. The reference point for all
is the Kitab-i-Aqdas, not the Bayan. The laws of the Bayan
are abrogated, therefore what benefit is there in its translation
for them?

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03052

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki
Date: 1905 ca.

O handmaid of Baha! If there has been any slackening in
correspondence, it is not due to any shortcoming but rather due
to numerous occupations or some physical ailments. Otherwise,
never think that you are forgotten for a moment - I am always
thinking of you.

Through the favors of the Most Great Name, my hope is that
in that region you will become a source of supplication and
entreaty to the manifest horizon, that you will become the
cause of the appearance of the fire of love, and that you will
breathe the spirit of the love of God into hearts.

Gather together the handmaids of the All-Merciful, adorn the
meeting place of the knowledge of God, counsel each one, ex-
plain the divine counsels, and teach the manners and customs
of the people of truth.

In any case, convey the greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the divine
friends and encourage them to diffuse the divine fragrances and
urge them to teach the Cause of God.
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For the days of life will end, both adversity and prosperity will
pass away, and human life will be without result. Observe that
some souls guarded themselves and kept hidden from stranger
and kin, did not loose their tongues to teach, and in the end
remained without fruit or trace. But other souls sacrificed
themselves in the path of truth, opened their lips to guide
mankind, and acted according to the divine counsels. Those
souls shine in the horizon of sanctity like the morning star.

Convey my longing greetings to Aqa Siyyid Mahdi, the nephew.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02983

To: May Niyan Logie
Date: 1905 ca.

...Thou hast asked about the reason for diseases and afflictions.
There are sundry causes. For some souls diseases and afflictions
are the requital of actions. For others, they are the cause
of awakening, so that they no longer attach their hearts to
this evanescent world. In this case, hardships and tribulations
are a gift. For example, in the East when a loving mother
wisheth to wean a nursing child from her breast milk, so that
it will partake of wholesome foods, she smeareth her breasts
with bitter aloe so that the bitterness will turn the child away
and cause it to give up nursing. In like manner, the loving
Lord hath created diseases, tribulations, and afflictions in this
evanescent realm so that souls will not be so enamored and
captivated by it.

Moreover, every composition of elements must eventually be-
come decomposed, and this decomposition is inevitable. These
sicknesses and ailments are the causes of dissolution. Other-
wise the bodily composition of man would be preserved and
never cease to exist. Nevertheless, both spiritual and physical
health and well-being are desirable and commendable because
they extend life. Thus, we should endeavor to acquire both a
balanced spiritual life and physical health and progress. Both
are desirable. But the foundation is the spiritual life. Once
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one possesseth this, though the body be afflicted with a dis-
ability, imperfection is not the result. But if the spiritual life
is deficient, no matter how perfect one’s physical life, it will
yield no result. Nay, in the end it will be evident loss and the
source of sorrow and despair during one’s final days....
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AB03099

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O divine Bashir! If you knew in what condition I am remember-
ing you, you would surely open your tongue in divine thanks-
giving that this servant, despite a hundred thousand pains and
trials, smiles like a meadow in remembrance of you and writes
this letter with a smile. Due to wisdom, Mr. Manshadi has
gone to Egypt and correspondence has become very difficult,
since from all directions they are trying to intercept the letters.
And the guide is the kind brother. Despite this, I am occupied
with your remembrance so you may know how dear you are.

In brief, the storms and tempests of tests are blowing most
severely and we, with our lives in our hands, are longing with
utmost desire to sacrifice. Despite this, the Cause is in the
hands of the Ever-Living, the Powerful. All affairs are captive
in the grasp of His power and this is easy for Him.

The divine friends should not become distressed by any events
nor accuse anyone. All these affairs are from the efforts of the
aforementioned brother and in truth his effort is appreciated,
for it has caused us to drink a bitter cup and taste deadly
poison in divine love with every breath. If he were not present,
this abundant grace would have been difficult, but praise be
to God it has now become possible. Corruption and sedition
are at their height but we have hope in God’s grace until God
wills what He wills and decree confirms what it confirms.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12255

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! That which thou hast
written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was perused. 1 was greatly sad-
dened by the resistance demonstrated by the ignorant towards
the reforms of the government. Gracious God! Persia is dete-
riorating day by day as a result of disarray, and now that His
Majesty’s government has on its own volition and with good-
will resolved to bring some order and direction to the affairs of
the country, it behooveth the population and particularly the
leaders of the community to express their utmost gratitude to
the officials for this lofty impetus. However, these leaders for
the sole purpose of their own delusive benefit, whose end re-
sult is utter loss, want to bring devastation upon Persia. What
foolishness is this and what eternal loss! The friends must day
and night, with tearful eyes, fervently implore the threshold
of His Divine Singleness that He may aid the government to
execute its benevolent and magnanimous projects to serve the
people.

Unanimity of a judicial system which entails the appointment
of a person in each town to adjudicate in disputes is an essen-
tial part of reform. However, what good does it bring when
the leaders of the community do not persevere, and they rebel-
liously voice their objection, thus bringing distress and confu-
sion to the minds of the common populace?

Thou hast written regarding his honorable Fadel-i-Jahrumi.
Jahrum is also a dependency of Shiraz. Please deliver the let-
ter written to him. This letter must be distributed. A roll
and four pictures were received which brought much joy and
contentment.

Salutation and praise rest upon thee.
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AB03078

To: Mulla Husayn Malik Kands
Date: 1905 ca.

My God, my God! Verily, he who bears the name of the Prince
of Martyrs has ascended to Thy most glorious Kingdom, seek-
ing refuge in the shelter of Thy great mercy, rejoicing in Thy
supreme compassion, relying upon Thy pardon and Thy great
forgiveness, O Thou Possessor of the Most Beautiful Names!
O Lord, cause him to alight in the abode of truth, bring him to
the wellspring of Thy bounty and favor, honor his resting place,
and ordain for him every good in his final destination. Grant
him a share of Thy presence in the gathering of divine mani-
festation, and admit him through a blessed entrance into the
radiant presence. O Lord, clothe him in the robes of forgive-
ness, adorn his brow with the crown of pardon and beneficence,
make him a manifestation of favors, and deliver him from all
that he fears, so that the end of his journey may be the be-
ginning of bounties and his ascension may cause him to reach
the highest degrees of felicity in the life to come. Let the rain
of Thy mercy from the clouds of Thy generosity continually
descend upon him, illumine his resting place with the light of
bestowal, and perfume his dust with the outpouring of mercy
and good-pleasure. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Mighty,
the Merciful, and verily Thou art the Pardoning, the Forgiving,
the Bestower.

2 O Lord and my Hope! Assist Thy servants Hassan and Hus-
sein for the noble endeavors they showed in shrouding that
truthful servant, washing his purified body, and burying him
with resolute determination that repelled the oppression of the
oppressors and prevented the heedless. Make them manifesta-
tions of Thy favors as a reward for what they did in Thy path.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Powerful, the
Bestower.
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ABO03518

To: Baha’is of Armaghan-Kuy et al., in Armaghan Kuy
Date: 1905 ca.

O my friends! Every moment that I think of you brings joy
and gladness, and heart and soul seek delight. For the remem-
brance of friends brings joy to heart and conscience, and the
names of loved ones bestow happiness upon the hearts of those
who long for them.

Though you are in that land and we are in this realm, and the
distance between us is without bound or limit, yet in spirit we
are in one gathering, and in heart we are in one assembly and
dwelling place - for we are all lovers of the face of the Beloved
and enchanted by those musk-diffusing tresses.

I beseech God that this love and yearning may increase day
by day, and that the excitement of heart and soul may grow
greater, and that we may arise to do what befits this age and
time - and that is the love of the Lord God and fellowship with
all the peoples of the world and kindness to all created beings
and striving and endeavoring for the comfort and tranquility
of those who are helpless, so that the bounty of the Lord of
creation may become manifest and the lights of divine grace
may encompass all regions.

May your souls be happy!
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ABO03516

To: Baha’is from Zoroastrian Background, in Shiraz
Date: 1905 ca.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Ardeshir Jamshid has writ-
ten a detailed chapter in praise and description of those friends,
that praise be to God, the Persians have taken refuge at the
divine threshold and have received a portion and share of heav-
enly bounties and favors. Hearts have become like rose gardens
and souls have found new life. From this glad tidings, withered
hearts became fresh again, and from the heavenly Beloved’s
threshold, divine manifestations were sought so that those wise
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ones might become the cause of honor to the world of humanity
and be loving to all mankind.

When the intention is thus, surely divine confirmations and
success will be constant companions, and whatever is the desire
of the noble ones and the wish of pure hearts, the All-Merciful
will surely grant generously and freely.

The contribution they have made for the expenses of the Holy
House and crystal wall coverings is accepted at the threshold
of oneness. Likewise the contribution you have intended to
collect for the poor among the friends - if such contributions
are collected, send them for the survivors of the martyrs of
Yazd. This very intention and deed will be the cause of growth
and progress.

To Jinab-i-Mirza Abdul-Husayn I send longing greetings and
I ask God to grant confirmation and success. And I eagerly
seek after Jinab-i-Tirandaz Keykhosrow and send respectful
greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03381

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1905 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letters were re-
viewed and their contents noted. In truth, you have been
engaged in services in those regions for some time and have
been occupied with chanting the clear verses. When staying
and residing in one place continues for long, inevitably some
weariness results.

You are right - all created things are in motion, and through
this universal motion the order of the world of existence is
maintained. If any created thing becomes fixed in one place
and ceases from motion, decline inevitably occurs. The breeze
must constantly blow, the sea must have waves and motion,
the stars must transit through the constellations. Therefore
for humans too, movement is sometimes necessary.
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Thus as you had written, if it becomes possible to travel com-
fortably and easily to other places for a time, this would be
most acceptable. Likewise if Mirza Shukuhi were to journey
through the regions of Luristan, Kurdistan and Bakhtiari, he
would find new glory and I hope he would achieve fresh vic-
tories, for in the direction of Luristan and the tribes of those
regions and Bakhtiari there are capable souls, but no teacher
has passed through. If his honor Shukuhi would travel to those
areas in glory, that is with utmost sanctity and holiness in the
garment of spiritual knowledge, it is hoped that results would
be achieved. And this is not difficult for God.
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To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O My Lord and My Desire! Thou knowest well My love for
Thy loved ones, and My care for Thy cherished ones, and Mine
ardent supplication that Thou wouldst make them to be the
signs of Thy mercy amongst Thy people and the ensigns of
Thy knowledge amidst Thy creatures. Among Thy loved ones
is this servant of Thine, humble before Thy word, lowly at
Thy threshold, who proclaimeth Thy proofs and who spread-
eth abroad Thy fragrances. O God, My God! Assure his heart,
comfort his soul, console his spirit, and bestow Thy blessings
upon his daily affairs. Grant him to rejoice in Thine abundant
grace; give him to delight in Thy favours amongst Thy crea-
tures both in the visible and the invisible realm; and assist him
to exert a worthy endeavour in Thy service. Thou, verily, art
the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving.

> O Jinab-i-Fadil! It behoveth us to turn our eyes towards the
Scene of supernal glory, that we may behold the lights of di-
vine assistance shining above the unseen Horizon. Whatsoever
Thou desirest, ask it of God; whatsoever thou seekest, seek
it from Him. Be confident and composed; be submissive and
steadfast. With all thy heart and soul be thou a sincere friend
and a loving companion unto all, and show forth such deeds as
are worthy of the divine Threshold.
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If thou perceivest from any soul the fragrances of God, un-
loose thy tongue in his glorification and praise, but otherwise
remain silent. Nay, should a soul find fault with thee, praise
him instead; should he condemn thee, commend him in return;
should he commit an iniquity, show forth justice in exchange.
For such are the characteristics of the favoured ones of God
and such is the hallmark of them that are devoted unto Him.
Blessed is he who evinceth such attributes amongst the people.
Upon thee be salutations and praise!
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To: Haji Sattar et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

...0O spiritual friends of Abdul-Baha, give thanks unto God that
you have become confirmed with the great guidance and that
you have found your way to serve at the holy threshold of the
Lord of Lords. You have turned your faces to the one true
God and circled around the Qiblih of the supreme concourse.
You did attain the sacred precincts and inhaled the sweet fra-
grance of that holy dust. In addition you have made pilgrimage
to Mecca and Medina and you saw those holy places which be-
came the seat of divine revelation. All this is because of the
great bounty of God and you did become confirmed in all this
therefore appreciate this grace and cling to the hem of the all
glorious one so that day and night your thoughts and mention
is limited to the service of the forgiving God. For all that you
see and hear is nothing but the mirage of the deserts itself. All
that remains and endureth consists in the love of God, service
to the righteous one, and kindly behavior towards the servants
of God be they friend or foe, be they heedless or aware.

This cycle is the cycle of the most great name, its mercy is
universal, its grace and bounty inclusive of the near and far
ones extend to the servants, the eager thanks of Abdul-Baha
and remind them of the counsels and teachings of the one true
Lord so that all may yield crop in this Abha garden and at
every moment they may produce a luscious fruit and that they
may become the cause of verdure and beauty....
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Alexandria
Date: 1905 ca.

O longtime friend! You have sighed and lamented about my
delay in writing. You are right - there is cause for complaint
and grievance. But you have your hand far from the fire - you
don’t know what is happening. I swear by your precious life
and sweet companionship that I cannot draw a single breath
without a hundred tasks arising. With such pain and sorrow,
how can I become a confidant and engage in conversation and
writing? Nevertheless, I will not let opportunities slip away and
will consider even a moment’s respite a blessing to correspond
with friends. Past love, praise be to God, is connected to
present times - there has never been any cooling. Be assured,
never harbor any doubt. A letter to Janab Haji is enclosed -
please deliver it. And upon you be greetings and praise.

He is God!

O companion from the days of the Greatest Name! Truly,
whatever arrangements are made to bring you comfort become
undone again. It becomes clear there must be wisdom in this.
That maidservant of God, that enkindled and assured leaf, is
certainly in deep thought. Tell her to be patient and to reflect
on the difficulties and hardships of the Greatest Name, may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones. All difficulties will
become easy. ‘Abbas.
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To: Emily Wyman, in Paris
Date: 1905 ca.

There are two ways of healing sickness, material means and
spiritual means. The first is by the treatment of physicians;
the second consisteth in prayers offered by the spiritual ones
to God and in turning to Him. Both means should be used
and practised.

Illnesses which occur by reason of physical causes should be
treated by doctors with medical remedies; those which are due
to spiritual causes disappear through spiritual means. Thus
an illness caused by affliction, fear, nervous impressions, will
be healed more effectively by spiritual rather than by physical
treatment. Hence, both kinds of treatment should be followed;
they are not contradictory. Therefore thou shouldst also ac-
cept physical remedies inasmuch as these too have come from
the mercy and favour of God, Who hath revealed and made
manifest medical science so that His servants may profit from
this kind of treatment also. Thou shouldst give equal attention
to spiritual treatments, for they produce marvellous effects.

Now, if thou wishest to know the true remedy which will heal
man from all sickness and will give him the health of the divine
kingdom, know that it is the precepts and teachings of God.
Focus thine attention upon them.

SWAB#133, TAB.587 654, BWF.375-376x, LOG#0926x, BSC.462 #857x
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To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

Date: 1905 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter which you had
written to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi was reviewed and its con-
tents were understood. We had supposed that the city of
Tabriz would be like an overflowing cup, bestowing the power
of understanding and discernment upon its surroundings. Now
the surroundings are characterized by pleasant qualities while
the center is accustomed to silence and muteness. Undoubtedly
there is wisdom in this. It will not remain thus. Surely some
souls will step forward and strive more than before, becoming
standards of unity and signs of detachment, until we see whom
the Friend desires and toward whom His inclination lies. This
is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever He
willeth, and God is the possessor of great bounty.

Those souls who are newly entered into the divine law - en-
courage and urge them forward that they may raise up a great
commotion. We supplicate at the Threshold of Oneness that
He may grant a new spirit and bring the friends into a state of
joy and delight.

You had sent the letter directly to Haifa. In these days let-
ters sent directly are in great danger. Therefore, you must
definitely send them hereafter to Port Said, Egypt. Jinab-i-
Aga Ahmad Yazdi will deliver them safely. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Mary Luisa Noble, in Washington, DC
Date: 1905 ca.
O thou maid-servant of God!
What thou hast written was perused and its contents became
manifest. Thou hast questioned how thou canst accept this di-
vine cause, for thou art a member of the Church: (Know thou)
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in the day of the Manifestation of Christ, many souls became
portionless and deprived (from the favor of God) because thy
were members of the Holy of Holies in Jerusalem. According
to that membership, they became veiled from that brilliant
Beauty. Therefore, turn thou thy face to the Church of God
which consists in divine instructions and merciful exhortations.
For what similarity (is there) between the church of stone and
cement and the Celestial Holy of Holies!

Endeavor that thou mayest enter in this Church of God. Al-
though thou hast given oath to attend the church, yet thy spirit
is under the Covenant and Testament of the Spiritual Divine
Church. Thou shouldst protect this. Although they consider
the wine and the bread in the church as the blood and body of
Christ, yet this is but the appearance and not the reality. But
the reality of Christ is the words of the Holy Spirit. If thou art
able, take a portion thereof.

The performance of baptismal celebration would cleanse the
body, but the spirit hath no share; but the divine teachings
and the exhortations of the Beauty of ABHA will baptize the
soul. This is the real baptism. I hope that thou wilt receive
this baptism.

TAB.327-328, BWF.390-390x, BSC.457 #841-842x, PN__various 009

AB03856

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in India
Date: 1905 ca.

Your recent letter was also reviewed. You had written about
the lack of association between the friends and strangers.
This consideration is very appropriate and timely. The
divine friends must employ all means to become friendly
with strangers, that is, show the utmost kindness so that the
stranger becomes familiar and the deprived one becomes privy
to secrets. And this is not possible except through complete
dedication.

In the regions of India, in places where the Call of Truth has
not spread, you must raise such a banner that its flag will wave
forever. And this is not possible except through confirmation
from the Supreme Kingdom. I hope that this will come to pass.
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And regarding what you wrote about Siyyid Muhammad -
“Leave them alone in their idle talk” - soon he will find himself
in evident loss and will cry out “Oh, woe unto us!” Pay no at-
tention to such souls. These weak souls who have the utmost
attachment to this transient world - it is certainly better if they
are not in the Cause of God. In the divine gathering, if there
is no one who is captive to selfish desires, it is certainly better
and more spiritual. These souls had no attraction to Truth
from the beginning, let alone having any attraction to Truth
now. Therefore what benefit is there from their existence?

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Aminullah Farid
Date: 1905 ca.

O Thou kind God! That scattered assembly is Thine, and that
gathering of friends is of Thee. Their eyes are opened, their
hearts in tune with Thy love, and their ears in communion
with Thy hidden mysteries.

O Thou who art self-sufficient! Let a beautiful song reach this
people from the birds of that garden, that they may warble,
rejoice and be happy, implore and supplicate the Lord.

O Thou Educator! Train that assembly of the righteous; com-
fort them; set their hearts aglow with the fire of Thy love;
acquaint them with Thy mystery and commune with them, so
that they may find Thy kingdom of mysteries, become of the
people of piety and leading in liberty.

Grant them the soul immortal; enrich them above the world,
and detach them from the world; usher them into the tent of
Thy Kingdom and give them a portion of the divine bounty.

Bestow upon them the everlasting life and bless them with the
new teachings. Make every one a lighted torch and a warbling
nightingale-the king of the rose in the garden. Reveal to them
Thine attractive beauty; make each a growing tree on the shore
of Thy guidance, bearing the fruit of Thy grace. Thus may the
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East illumine the West and the West become the East of the
Supreme Heaven.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Almighty, and verily Thou

art the Precious, the Omnipotent, the Omniscient!
34, BSC.
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AB03924

To: Ali Quli Khan, in Boston
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou wanderer in the divine realms! Thou hadst written
about attending the gathering of ministers. It is difficult for
such souls to become intimate friends, for they flee from the

company of the true Joseph and cling to a few pieces of silver.
They are wolves, not shepherds; demons, not human beings.

However, if but one of them should be transformed, he would
lose all patience and composure, become aware of the essence
of the Cause, and become deserving of eternal grace. He would

become a brightly burning lamp and cast forth brilliant flames.

We hope that the water of life may gush forth from those deaf
rocks and the spirit of the love of God may permeate those
dead souls.

Thou hadst written about the attracted maidservant of God

Mrs. Getsinger, that she had gone to Washington and taught.

In truth, she possesses an eloquent tongue in speaking and I
hope she will exert a wonderful influence. Mr. Sprague is truly
attracted and active, and Mr. Harris is a precious soul. It is
hoped he will have influence in distant places. Convey the
greetings of this yearning one to Mirza Bozorg.

Thou hadst written about thine own affairs that they are in
disarray. God willing, thy mind will be set at ease. Convey
most glorious greetings to the maidservant of God Florence.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Shaykh Hasan, in Nahavand
Date: 1905 ca.

O Hasan, most excellent one! His Holiness Imam Hasan, peace
be upon him, has said: “I possess a jewel of knowledge which,
were I to divulge it, they would say of me, ‘This one is of those
who worship idols.”” Although this verse is also attributed to
other Imams, peace be upon them, in truth it is from Imam
Hasan, upon him be greetings and praise. He says that he has
a jewel of knowledge that if he were to reveal it, people would
rise up against him and say this person is an idol worshipper.
That jewel of knowledge has today become clear and manifest.
This is why all peoples have risen in opposition. Praise be to
God, the proof is evident, the evidence is clear, the argument
conclusive, and the light of truth radiant. For no one is there
escape.

The bright day - whoever seeks a lamp for it
The very seeking proclaims their blindness

Truth has come manifest like the shining sun
Alas that it has come to the city of the blind

In any case, praise God that you have become aware of the
mysteries of His Holiness Imam Hasan, peace be upon him,
and have rent asunder the veil, and have not been troubled by
the blame and attacks of the people, and have reached your
goal. Convey greetings to the honored handmaiden of God,
your respected wife. Perhaps you will become the cause of
guidance for the men and she the cause of guidance for the
women. And upon you both be glory and praise.
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To: Mashhadi Ahmad et al., in Iran
Date: 1905 ca.

O Kind Lord! The friends in the land of Iran are captive to
oppressors and afflicted at the hands of every ignorant one.
Although the center of the great sovereignty is benevolent and
a refuge and shelter for every oppressed one, yet the ignorant
divines are wolves, not shepherds - they are destructive, not
nurturing; they are malevolent, not benevolent. Night and day
they think only of how, like a nightmare, they can become a
heavy burden upon souls, and like a pestilence, utterly destroy
and eliminate the people of the nation from every direction.

O Lord! Approve not the deeds of the sinners, and cut short the
hand of the oppressors’ aggression. Guide the souls and make
the ill-tempered good-natured. Make the oppressors just and
the miserly generous. Make the heedless mindful and awaken
the sleeping ones. Make aware those who are captive to self
and passion, and free those who are bound by the chains of
hatred and animosity, so that Your loved ones may find rest
in the cradle of peace and security, seek deliverance from the
hands of the savage ones, and arise to that which befits the
court of Your oneness. You are the Mighty and Powerful, and
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ADMS#065i29x

To: Ali Akbar Khan
Date: 1905 ca.

O ember kindled by the fire of divine love! Such must be its
intensity and heat that it will set the world aflame and burn
away the veils that shroud the peoples. Let it cast its flames
toward the East, causing noble souls to hasten to the field
of sacrifice, and let it flash toward the West, creating mighty
movements throughout that region.

This is the fire of the love of God that leads the divine friends
to sacrifice their lives. This is the fire of the love of God that
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made the Exalted One - may my spirit be offered up for Him
- the target of a thousand bullets. This is the fire of the love
of God that made the sweet Christ the adornment of the cross.
This is the fire of the love of God that made the Prince of
Martyrs the martyr of the plain of Karbila. This is the fire of
the love of God that placed the cup of supreme martyrdom in
the hands of each of those noble leaders. This is the fire of
the love of God that made the beloved ones of the All-Merciful
intoxicated with the divine wine.

Therefore, as much as you can, kindle this fire and burn away
the veils of the people’s doubts and fancies, so that you may
become a faithful servant at the threshold of the Most Glori-
ous Beauty and become renowned throughout all regions for
your self-sacrifice at the Divine Threshold. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Mary Bolles
Date: 1905 ca.

To the maidservant of God Mrs. Mary Bolles, the mother of
the attracted maidservant of God, Mrs. Maxwell (Upon her
be the Glory of God!)

O thou maidservant of God!

I perused the letter which thou didst dictate in a state of illness
and sickness, and which was written down by the attracted
maidservant of God, Mrs. Maxwell. Its contents were the cause
of rejoicing, inasmuch as they described the services rendered
unto thee by thy dear daughter. Daughters must render the
utmost service to their mothers and must ever be the cause
of their joy and happiness. I beg of God to assist her in that
which will enable her to become a healer of the spirit and a
minister to the spiritually sick; and that she may, day by day,
deepen thy conviction, that thine assurance and trust in God
may grow.

O thou maidservant of God! Thank thou the True One, for
God hath given thee such a pure and noble daughter who hath
turned her heart to God, is guided by the light of guidance and
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is attracted by the heavenly fragrances. She is engaged, night
and day, in guiding others, so that she may illumine those who
are in darkness, impart knowledge to the ignorant, give sight
to the blind and bestow the power of guidance to the helpless.

Rejoice and gladden thy esteemed daughter on my behalf with
wondrous Abha greetings.

MAX.225

AB04327

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan
Date: 1905 ca.

...0 loving friend! Let not the abundance of trials and tribula-
tions cause thee to falter. Rather, increase thy joy and gladness.
Praise be to God that through His grace and favor thou hast
become the recipient of manifold afflictions and sufferings.

O Lord! Increase my tribulations and tests, and deprive me
not, in Thy path, of the gifts of hardship and adversity. Let
flow upon me a cup brimming with the wine of the supreme
ordeal in Thy love, O Thou the Possessor of the Most Beautiful
Names. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful,
the Bestower.

Beware! Beware! Let not the righteous friends become sorrow-
ful upon receiving these tidings, nor let their hearts bleed. Let
them not become dejected or withered, nor sit silent and be-
wildered. Rather, let them increase their flame and raise their
voice higher, beginning a new melody, that the heedless may
become mindful and the sleeping may awaken. For no harm
hath befallen the worldwide renown, and the dawning light of
God in the horizon of eternal glory hath spread even further.
The ocean of the love of God hath surged more mightily, and
the breezes of divine bounty have blown more intensely. The
divine lamp hath become brighter, and the morning star hath
shone more brilliantly....
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To: Shirazi, Muhammad Hasan et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O servants of God! Be gladdened by the Great Glad-Tidings
and be attracted to the fragrances of the Abha Kingdom. In
every moment raise up new passion and rapture, and in every
instant kindle a new flame. In the morning, partake of the
morning wine of the love of God, and in the evening, light the
lamp of the knowledge of God.

This is the season of joy and gladness, and the time of abun-
dant ecstasy and rapture. These are days of melody and song,
and the period of musical harmony and tune. Patience and
tranquility seem deprived, and silence and stillness appear for-
saken and unfortunate. But delight and joy depend on music
and song and the melodies of harp and instrument. Until the
warbling of garden birds rises high, listeners will not be stirred
nor become companions in joy and gladness.

The feast of Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Hasan is accepted. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12329

To: Lutfullah Jahrumi, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O servant of God! You have endured severe hardships and suf-
fered great tribulations, and have been subjected to the taunts
and reproaches of the enemies, yet you showed no distress but
remained patient. Truly, you are steadfast, valiant and grate-
ful.

You should offer thanks that you have been confirmed with
this unique bounty, for this brimming cup of tribulation in the
path of Baha is reserved for the Concourse on High. Not every
throat is worthy of that wine, nor is every plant deserving of
the bounty of that cloud.
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In love for the countenance of that Rose, soul-sacrifice befits
not the dark beetle - that Beloved of all horizons deserves not a
false and ill-natured admirer but rather a true lover, distracted
and yearning. The luminous candle attracts not the blind and
ignorant bat, but rather the merciful moth, bewildered and
wandering.

Therefore, praise be to God that you have been blessed with
this bounty and confirmed with this favor. Now sacrifice even
more of yourself and create melodies, engage in song and music,
so that ears may become intimates of mystery and discover the
world of the self-sufficient Lord.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04269

To: Mulla Sadiq et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O servants of Truth! In the mighty Qur’an, from the tongue
of His Holiness Moses comes the clear statement “I perceive a
fire.” The learned ones say this fire of guidance blazed in the
green tree and His Holiness Moses became firm and steadfast
upon that fire. But the meaning is not thus, though according
to the delicate thoughts of the learned ones it is absolute truth.

But praise be to God, you witnessed that enkindled fire in
the human tree and heard that divine call from the reality of
the All-Merciful. You opened your eyes to the morn of divine
unity and beheld the lights of the Orb of sanctification. You
heard the divine call from all directions and, bewildered and
enchanted, hastened to the blessed valley and found the coun-
tenance of your Heart’s Desire in the Sinai of manifestation.

I remember with the most wondrous and glorious greetings the
maidservant of God who is the wife of Ali Bey and his most
distinguished sons and steadfast daughters, and I hope that
each one will become, through the mouth of wisdom and the
flame of recognition, a candle illuminating that region.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04924

To: Mirza Ibrahim (Darakhsh), in Baghistan
Date: 1905 ca.

O noble friend of Abraham! A few days ago I wrote a letter
and, like one absent yet present, conversed with you and made
mention of some spiritual matters. Now, as I write to the
friends, I remembered you again and took up my pen so you
would know how much I love you.

O dear one, this wanderer maddened with love, this one intox-
icated with the divine wine, has such ecstasy in his head and
such passion and fervor in his heart that I cannot express it. |
can only say that the surging of the heart exceeds the waves
of the sea.

I ask God that in this tumult and commotion we may be in-
timate companions so that all of us, like the sea, may surge
and rise and become a mighty host from the morning breeze
that blows from the holy court, and may conquer the fortresses
of hearts and souls in the world with the weapon of the Most
Great Peace and love for the Beauty of the All-Glorious and
the power of proof from the Abha Kingdom and truthfulness
and reconciliation.

1 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11716

To: Muhammad Isma’il (Tvughli), in Khuy
Date: 1905 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The letter you wrote
to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi arrived. Its reading brought the
utmost joy and fragrance, for it conveyed news of the devo-
tion, supplication, joy and delight of the friends of God, who
- praise be to God - are firm and steadfast in the Cause of
God and are upright and resolute in the love of God. Regard-
ing the book written by that sinful one which you mentioned:
now that Jinab-i-Abu’l-Fadl has come to the Holy Land, ob-
tain with utmost speed that book written in refutation of the
Fara’id, along with the treatises written by Haji Muhammad
Karim Khan himself, including the Tir-i-Shihab treatise and
the Sultaniyyih treatise, wherever they may be in Azerbaijan,
and quickly send them with one of the friends by land, not
sea. Convey the greetings and longing of this servant to all the
divine friends.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

He is God! O firm and established one! In this matter, the
utmost speed is necessary and obligatory.
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AB04852

To: Abdu’l-Ahad Tajir (Miyanaj), in Mianeg
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the divine calll What thou hadst
written was proof of following the path and evidence of the
bestowals of the Glorious Lord, for the sweet fragrance of the
love of God was inhaled from the rose-garden of its meanings
and the light of the greatest guidance was witnessed from the
niche of its words.

O God! I am astonished that souls from East and West enter
beneath the shade of the Blessed Tree and embrace one an-
other - one from the East of Iran and another from the West
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of America, one from the North of Europe and another from
the South of Africa - finding fellowship in one gathering and
meeting in one assembly, while those who were outwardly fa-
miliar became strangers, and those who were sheep became
ravenous wolves. O God! What wisdom is this? It is wonder
upon wonder.

This unique person, Abdul-Ahad, though outwardly distant,
is in truth present in the gathering, privy to secrets, and ac-
cepted by the righteous. O Lord! Grant him success to arise in
servitude to Thee and become the cause of guidance to others.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Compassion-
ate.
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To: Abdu’l Husayn Yazdi, in Shahrud
Date: 1905 ca.

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! I could find no title sweeter, more pleasant
and more attractive than this with which to address you, for
this name signifies servitude to the Blessed Beauty. You are
‘Abdu’l-Husayn (Servant of Husayn), and the light of both eyes,
and accepted and adorned - what more could you want if you
succeed in living up to it? For there is nothing in the world of
existence more acceptable, more beloved and more renowned
than servitude to the Blessed Beauty, and this name indicates
that.

But, O my dear, there are conditions that you must fulfill so
that the name matches its bearer. And if those conditions are
not met, then even a fattened prisoner would be better than
that bearer.

I jest so that you may laugh and be the cause of joy and hap-
piness to the friends. I pray that you may find your name
matching its bearer. Blessed are you for this. How fortunate
is the one whose name and trace and creation and character
are all in servitude to the Sacred Threshold.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Isma’il Tabrizi (Badkubih), in Tiflis
Date: 1905 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your undated letter was re-
ceived, indicating the arrival of special letters written to the
friends in Milan, which brought joy. However, the painful
events in those vast territories caused extreme sorrow.

Glory be to God! What ignorance is this that humans are
predatory toward one another and bloodthirsty! In every land
if they seek reform, they resort to corruption, and if they seek
remedy, they pursue pain. They raise the banner of freedom
yet commit injustice. They seek destruction while claiming to
establish foundations. This harm is present while benefit is
absent.

If they desire to reform affairs, they must proceed with utmost
calm and steadiness, and through good planning, without con-
flict and dispute, strive for what brings comfort and ease. The
king, with good intention, desired to establish freedom, but the
foolish ones ruined everything, imagining that through sedition
and upheaval reform of affairs is possible. Alas, alas! This was
the result. We beseech God to grant understanding and aware-
ness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ali Akbar Neighbour of Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O Greatest of the Great Ones and Leader of the Noble Ones
and Light of the Eyes of the Distinguished Ones! O man of
wisdom and glorious martyr, unique among the loved ones and
peerless among the chosen ones! Upon you be salutations,
greetings and praise from your Most Exalted Lord, and upon
you be mercy and glory from the Most Glorious Beauty of God.

How blessed is the mother who bore you, the earth that carried
you, the father who raised you, the city that contained you,
the tribe that claimed you, and the souls that found comfort
in you.

I bear witness that when the light of guidance shone forth from
the supreme horizon, you answered the call and responded to
the summons, and heard the melodies of the birds of holiness
in the mighty garden, and were drawn to the Most Glorious
Kingdom, and hastened and rushed to the altar of sacrifice, and
drank the wine of martyrdom in the great arena of martyrdom.

I beseech God to increase you in blessings and to illuminate
your pure and holy grave with the brilliant lights radiating
from your luminous countenance, so that every visitor may be
blessed by your dust, upon which descends continuous mercy
from the Lord of earth and heaven.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Madeleine Sacy, in Paris
Date: 1905 ca.

O remnant of that heavenly man! Haji Niyaz hath just come
and recounted for me what he hath learned of thy present cir-
cumstances. O handmaiden of God! Know thou of a certainty
that I remember thy noble husband at all times, and that I
shall not forget his fellowship even if many a long century
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should pass over me. I pray God that He may increase the
exaltedness of his station and the sublimity of his rank in His
Kingdom. I implore Him, moreover, to guard his exquisite
pearls™ within the shell of His care and protection, and to pre-
serve them from every misfortune and malady, that they may
grow and develop in the Abha Paradise as graceful branches
with unfolded blossoms, verdant leaves, and sweet fruits. My
hope from God is that I may not fall short in my duty to the
progeny of that departed soul, but all things are conditioned
upon an appointed time, and God shall in due course reveal ev-
ery righteous deed. Rest assured, therefore, in the grace of thy
Lord, and kiss thou, on my behalf, the cheeks of thy children
at every morn and eve. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Aqa Ghulam-Rida Khurasani, in Babul
Date: 1905 ca.

O servant of the Truth! You are always in my thoughts and I
will not forget you. In truth, you are ever before me. Convey
my yearning greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Mustafay-i-
Tihrani, and with soul-stirring fragrances enliven the heart and
soul of Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Haydar. The letters that Jinab-i-Aqga
Muhammad Hasan-i-Lurr had requested have been written and
are being sent.

In those regions you must make an effort so that the lights
of Truth may shine forth and the native land of the Blessed
Beauty may become the envy of other lands. Praise be to God,
the Cause of God is advancing and spreading in all regions.
In Mazandaran the fire of the love of God must blaze more
intensely than anywhere else, for it has a special distinction
- it is the native land of the Blessed Beauty and the friends
there are fellow-countrymen of the Light of Truth. One must
therefore consider what this relationship requires.
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Kiss each and every one of the friends on my behalf and convey
my yearning greetings. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05197

To: Mandigar, Bamis et al., in Bombay
Date: 1905 ca.

O friends! Jamshid Khudadad remembered you and mentioned
you, and requested that a letter be written. When I too heard
your names, I was moved with joy and delight and engaged in
your remembrance.

I beseech God to grant confirmation and bestow grace that
those pure souls may sacrifice their lives in the path of the
Lord and make this contingent world a celestial realm, become
the cause of enlightening hearts and gladdening souls. May
they then loose their tongues and speak the mysteries of the
Lord of Hosts, awaken the heedless and make the deprived
ones aware, inform the unaware and give glad tidings to the
downcast, bring the dead to life and bring them beneath the
shade of the tree of hope, and make them attain the gift of this
new age.

May your souls be happy!
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AB05127

To: Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon
Date: 1905 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter which you wrote
to Jinab-i-Manshadi was sent from Egypt and was perused....

As for the events at the Holy Spot, this land is in turmoil,
and all are expecting that a great calamity will befall these
wanderers, and suddenly some matter will occur and this land
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will be transformed. However, the tranquility, composure and
dignity of Abdu’l-Baha keeps all calm, to such an extent that
perhaps a newcomer might think nothing is happening. But
the divine friends must never be affected by the occurrences in
this land and must not await news and events from this land.
Rather, with perfect steadfastness and constancy, and with
the utmost joy and delight, they must continuously engage in
service and exalt the Word of God. Whatever may happen to
the Holy Land matters not - it is the essence of bounty. But
the friends in all regions must be occupied with their own work
and not concern themselves with the upheaval or lack thereof
in the Holy Spot.

“O Halfiz, thy duty is to offer prayers.” Consider the past: after
Christ, the apostles never faltered. Day and night they blew
the trumpet until they transformed most nations to the direc-
tion of the All-Merciful. You too must be thus firm, steadfast
and resolute. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05437

To: Sakinih mother of Bagqir, in Shiraz
Date: 1905 ca.

O handmaiden of God! Your letter expressing your turning to
God has reached me. Be confident in His grace, content with
His decree, pleasing in His sight, patient in tribulation, and
vocal in praise. With utmost joy do I remember you when I
commune with my Forgiving Lord.

And I beseech for your mother, who has returned to God, that
He may honor her resting place, admit her to a noble dwelling,
immortalize her in the Garden of Delights, and gladden her
heart through beholding the lights of the Divine Presence in
the scenes of grandeur.

Convey my abundant greetings to the radiant handmaiden of
God, Fatimih Bibi. Then deliver words of greeting from me
to the pleasing handmaiden of God, Ruqiyyih Sultan, and like-
wise to the attracted handmaiden of God, Bahiyyih. Then to
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Diya’u’llah, who is being raised in the bosom of the love of
God.

Then convey my greetings, praise and longing to the most ex-
alted Rafi’, who chants with wondrous melody in the gardens
of inner meanings. May God increase his knowledge and inten-
sify his love.

And upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abbas.
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ABO05100

To: Hurmuzdyar Haq Pazhuh, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O faithful servant of God! What you wrote and what was
in your heart became known and clear. Praise be to God,
it was evidence of awareness and attachment to the Infinite
Beloved. The meanings brought joy and the concepts had the
effect of the sealed wine, for they indicated complete faith and
certitude, and acknowledgment and recognition of the peerless
and incomparable Lord.

There is firm hope that we shall not be disappointed from the
Court of Divine Unity and shall attain to that which is the
desire of heart and soul.

At the threshold of the Lord, forgiveness was sought for the
father, mother, brother and sister of that kind friend, and like-
wise supplication was made for the success and prosperity of
the relatives and kin.

As for service, trade and profession - if conducted with trust-
worthiness, religious devotion and truthfulness - all are accept-
able and none is to be preferred over another. May your soul
be happy!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

#2505 3K T 5 Gl ey
oS & aH S Bl e 335
Gl Aol oy Sl 5 5y PET
o5 Gy A6 psgie s 435 Glesl e
il Ol Oleh el SV ) i
by e 3 dslis SO Sl 5 150

u\:ﬁ}: C,:-\>‘ b€)> J\ 4{ CM‘ J\:L) .,\:A‘ b
o il 5 ds i) 4l o

o sl ol b S8y, 665 )
A5 Ol L Ol 5 yoly 5 5ol
5 A et 2O 5 skl e
wf SLolas
j/\w{JO)uJLg‘f}:uﬁWJbtﬁ\
== 555 Jyome Coldo 5 ibs 5 ilel 4
&\q&@q-jéﬁ:j\)ggﬁ;bwrb
s s

YARP2.126 p.146, PPAR.144

105


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=79
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=78
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-152.html
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/ppar.pdf#page=146

Vol. 134: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1905, part IT

ABO05287

AB05368

To: Agqa Hashim et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye followers of the All Mercifull When we turn our gaze
on the world of being we see that during the season when the
clouds pour down their rain and the sun sheds its warm rays
every farmer who sows his seeds will reap a reward and gather
an abundant and overflowing harvest. Now that the clouds of
loving providence are pouring forth and the Sun of Truth is
shining, now that the breezes of His Providence are blowing
in this season of Divine Spring every spiritual farmer must
scatter seeds of the spirit too so that he might attain onto true
happiness and salvation.

Such seeds, as ordained by the one true God, are none other
than goodly attributes and goodly deeds, goodly character and
goodly words. If the seeds that are planted be pure and un-
polluted there is no doubt that heavenly bounties shall pour
forth their blessings and a copious harvest will be obtained in
the worlds of God.

I beseech Him that each of you may be a glorious farmer in
these fields of truth and may become peerless husbandmen in
the gardens of oneness.
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AB05287

To: Farzar, Inayatullah et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O relatives of His Holiness Attar! Do not wail and lament, and
do not seek sorrow and grief. Although due to the calamity of
the friends our eyes are tearful, our hearts are burning, and our
souls are restless and weak, yet that noble one has been freed
from injury and harm and grief and sorrow, and has hastened
to the higher realm.

He was restless and weary of worldly life, therefore his ascen-
sion became his release from the bonds of this world and he
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reached the vast expanse of the All-Merciful and found rest in
the infinite realm.

Thus it is not permitted to become a companion to mourn-
ing, nor is it fitting to become captive to pain and grief. All
must walk and move forward following in the footsteps of that
respected one and follow his example, so that moment by mo-
ment you may witness the confirmation of the Ancient Beauty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05588

To: Murvarid Bahram mother of Ardishir Khudadad, in Bombay

Date: 1905 ca.

A prayer to the Kind Lord: O Lord, forgive Your hopeful ser-
vant of yesterday and bestow upon her triumph, success, par-
don and forgiveness. Immerse her in the ocean of Your bounty
and cleanse and sanctify her from the dross of sin. And like-
wise accept at the threshold of Your oneness Your distinguished
maidservant Dolat, daughter of Khosrow, and grant her par-
don and forgiveness. Similarly, gladden Firuz Khodadad and
set him free through Your mercy. Likewise be forgiving to
Salamat Hormazdyar and immerse him in the ocean of Your
bounty and bestow countless gifts. Place the crown of pardon
and forgiveness upon the head of Gohar Khodadad through giv-
ing and bestowal. And grant complete purification from every
sin to Firuzeh, daughter of Salamat, through Your preceding
mercy and perfect favor, and give her to drink from the over-
flowing cup of bounty and faithfulness. You are the Forgiver,
the Kind One, and You are the Lord of all the worlds.
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AB12824

To: Pirmuradi, Sulayman et al., in Isfahan

Date: 1905 ca.

O heirs of that noble personage! For some time no news had
come from you. Praise be to God, in these days tidings have
arrived and have become the cause of joy and gladness, for
praise be to God, your souls are radiant and your hearts are
seeking. The candle of that departed one is lit in the niche
of that household and family. I beseech God that each of you
may become a bright lamp and be as flowers in that rose-garden
and meadow. May you become firm and steadfast in the love of
God, that you may rend asunder the veil in your love for that
peerless Beauty, play a melody, raise up a cry and lamentation,
and become the cause of guidance for others. Upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB05582

To: Aga Muhammad Mihdi Akhavan Safa
Date: 1905 ca.

O faithful, patient and eloquent servant of the Blessed Beauty!
Justice it is that you have endured every grievous trial in the
path of the Glorious Lord and have become a great sign in
the love of the Lord of Guidance. You witnessed the pure-
hearted brothers in the place of sacrifice, and beheld the loving
brothers at love’s altar with the greatest gladness. You suffered
persecution, endured trials, heard the reproaches of enemies,
listened to the taunts of relatives. Despite all this, you remain
firm as an iron mountain, steadfast and unwavering.

And now too you demonstrate great effort in teaching, that
light upon light may shine forth and worthiness of the favors
of the All-Forgiving Lord may be attained. Teach the Cause of
the One whose favors are hidden throughout all regions, guide
a group of souls, and give them to drink from the cup of the
All-Merciful.
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AB06285

To: Mary J Macnutt, in Brooklyn
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou esteemed maid-servant of the Word of God!

Praise be to God! upon thy departure from Acca, thou hast
been assisted and rendered successful in serving the Kingdom
of God. Accordingly, thou must offer the utmost thanks to the
Threshold of Oneness, for this, thy journey, was fruitful and
this peregrination became the cause of discovering the myster-
ies of the Lord of Glory.

Arise thou, in unison with his honor [thy husband], to serve
with the utmost devotion and consecrate your time, night and
day, to promote the Word of God, to diffuse the fragrances of
God and to guide all the people of the earth. In the world of
existence nothing hath any result, even if it be dominion over
the East and West But that which hath an immortal result is
servitude in the Holy Threshold, service rendered to the King-
dom of God and guiding all in the earth. I hope, through the
divine grace and bounty, thou wilt be assisted and strength-
ened therein.

TAB.423-424
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AB06030

To: Fatimih, in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O blessed handmaid of God, the wondrous poem was perused.
In truth, from the spiritual throat of that luminous leaf they
have issued forth in the most marvellous melodies, even as the
songs of the birds of Paradise and the strains of the fowl of the
Sacred Fold, uttered in the utmost rapture and ecstasy.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s supreme joy is in observing that a number of
leaves from among the handmaidens of the Blessed Beauty have
been educated, that they are the essence of detachment, and
are well-informed of the mysteries of the world of being; that
they raise such a call in their glorification and praise of the
Greatest Name as to cause the inmates of the Fanes of the
Kingdom to become attracted and overjoyed, and that they
recite prayers in prose and poetry, and melodiously chant the
divine verses.

I cherish the hope that thou wilt be one of them, wilt cast forth
pearls, wilt be constantly engaged in singing His praise and wilt
intone celestial strains in glorification of His attributes...
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To: Nush et al., in Bombay

Date: 1905 ca.

O Forgiver! The servant of the threshold, Jamshid, took refuge
at the divine threshold and was among the truthful ones. He
was yearning for the meeting and was burning and aflame from
the fire of separation. He was thirsty for that spring of life and
with utmost longing became a seeker of the meeting.

O Lord! Forgive his sins, pardon his errors, overlook his short-
comings, deal with him through grace and bounty. Grant that
yearning one entry to the divine pavilion and make that dawn-
bird harmonious with sweet melodies and songs upon the tree
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of the Abha Kingdom, so that it may bring the dwellers of the
Supreme Concourse into rapture, joy and delight. Thou art
the One God.
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AB06805

To: George T Winterburn, in Los Angeles
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou respectful soul!

Thy letter with its great and expressive contents gave me sat-
isfaction. It gave utterance to the feelings of thy heart and to
thy contentment. Thy going to California was for the best. I
hope that it will give great results; that through thee the igno-
rant will receive knowledge, the blind will gain sight, the deaf
will hear, the dumb will speak, the negligent will awaken, the
heedless will receive intelligence. If thou arisest as it must and
should be in the service of the Cause, the divine assistance will
direct and the heavenly, everlasting help will continue. I hope
that thou wilt be assisted to the intention which thou hast in
thy heart.

TAB.321

ABO06817

To: D S Butler, in Niantic, USA
Date: 1905 ca.

O seeker of truth! Your letter of last year did not arrive, but
the letter you wrote dated July 26th was received....

As for the difference between the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: the Father is the Sun of Truth, and the Son and the
Holy Spirit are two opposing mirrors, and that Sun is manifest
and visible in both mirrors. When you look at the reality, the
Sun is one, but it is reflected in two other mirrors and has
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apparently multiplied, for the sun that appears in the mirror
is also the sun, but it is the manifestation of the real Sun. It
is not that the Sun has descended from its exalted station and
taken up residence in the mirror. Rather, the Sun remains in
its sanctified exaltation, but is reflected in the mirror....
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AB06701

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon
Date: 1905 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The time is known and the
hour of firmness in the Covenant. In this great calamity that
has encompassed the prisoners, the esteemed friends must show
strength and power, and revive their souls and hearts through
inhaling the fragrances of flowers and the morning breezes.

There is no time for details and the path of communication is
blocked. Despite this, various means have been attempted to
send this letter.

Do not be saddened by the interruption of news, but rather
increase your determination and power so it becomes evident
that the divine friends are like candles spreading light in the
dark night and increasing in brightness.

There is no more time....
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AB06582

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz
Date: 1905 ca.

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree!

What you had written was noted. In this tempest of trials
where there is absolutely no opportunity to catch one’s breath
and no peace to be found, I nevertheless write replies to letters.
Consider how great is the gaze of loving-kindness. Give thanks
to God and never forget this grace and bounty.

Regarding the house belonging to His Holiness the Exalted
Branch of the Blessed Tree, Aqa Siyyid Mahdi, about which
you had written - that house belongs to him. Whatever he
deems advisable and commands, carry it out. There is abso-
lutely no need to inquire of me about it, for it is his property
and under his control.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06977

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O attracted leaf!

Endless occupations and difficulties give absolutely no oppor-
tunity to write multiple letters. Anyway, somehow this was
written, but continuous correspondence is not possible. You
will certainly excuse me.

Regarding what you wrote about his honor the Chief, observe
how great an influence trustworthiness and religiosity have.
Thus it is evident that deeds must accompany words. All
the friends of God must strive so that the reputation of the
friends for truthfulness, uprightness and devotion to reality
may become established and manifest among all the peoples
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and governments of the world. This is nobility, this is the gift
of the Lord God, this is the greatest virtue of the human world.
Blessed is he among the friends of God and handmaids of the
All-Merciful who attains to it.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06740

To: Manuchihr Mihraban et al., in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O relatives of Jamshid Rashid! His honor Jamshid is an inti-
mate companion and confidant friend. He is engaged in service
and accustomed to servitude. He has not a moment’s rest and
seeks no joy except in service. He always remembers you and
is happy about you.

He requested me to write a letter, but I absolutely have no
time for inquiry, let alone worship. Despite this, with utmost
composure this colorful letter was written so that hearts may
become envious of the highest paradise and become joyful and
glad.

O friends! I do not forget you for a moment. Constantly I
implore and beseech and beg for the favors of the Self-Sufficient
Lord, that He may immerse those true friends in the sea of
favors and protect them from the oppressors and bestow life
through the fragrance of the divine rose garden.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07480

AB07494

To: Ali (Miyanaj) Attar, in Mianeg
Date: 1905 ca.

O ‘Attar! As much as thou art able, spread musk-diffusing
fragrances throughout the world, that all nostrils may be per-
fumed by the musk-pods of divine mysteries. In Arabic, ‘attar
means a seller of perfumes, hence this form of address.

Though musk and ambergris are sweet-scented and fragrant,
their diffusion is confined to a limited distance. But the musk-
pods of divine mysteries perfume both East and West, for when
a rose from the divine rose-garden blooms in the East, its life-
giving fragrance quickens dead hearts in the West.

Therefore, O ‘Attar, occupy thyself with such thoughts, that
thou mayest become a flower of the supreme Paradise, full of
freshness, grace and beauty. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB07480

To: Ida Thayl
Date: 1905 ca.

...Thou hast written that some of the friends have informed
thee that if man does not progress, he will perish and become
nonexistent. What is intended is not absolute nonexistence.
The meaning is that the existence of a heedless person in com-
parison to the existence of a perfect individual is like being
nonexistent. For instance, a stone is nonexistent in compari-
son to man, even though it existeth in the mineral condition.
In brief, all souls exist, but the existence of the heedless and
the ignorant in comparison to the existence of the perfect and
the wise is like nonexistence. A detailed explanation of this
question was given to Miss Barney, and no doubt thou shalt
obtain a copy. The intention of this discourse is that both the
ignorant and the wise possess existence, but the existence of
the ignorant is like that of a stone, while the existence of the
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perfect individual resembleth the existence of man. The stone
in comparison to man is nonexistent.
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AB08082

To: Bahram Mihraban et al., in Bombay
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye two loving friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The Parsees are in
truth a cause of joy and abundant gladness. Whenever I call
them to mind, I bloom like a flower and become radiant like
a meadow, and shed tears of joy like rain clouds. I beseech
God to grant them confirmation and success, and to bring all
the Parsees beneath the shadow of the celestial Standard, that
the banner of truth may wave over all the people of that land,
and that they may show forth such vigor and movement as

to gladden the spirits of their forebears in the highest heaven.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07972

To: Yahya Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou faithful servant of God! What thou didst write was
noted. It was a clear proof of faith and certitude. When I
read it, I turned toward the illumined Shrine and sought divine
confirmation, taking refuge in the mighty pillar, and beseeched
the favors of the Glorious Lord for both myself and thee. I hope
that we shall both be assisted. Regarding the one hundred
pieces of embossed tiles of new design which thou didst write
that thou hadst presented to the blessed House - the Afnans
should find a place in the House and, as far as possible, make
use of them. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08195

To: Muhammad Taqi Qajar (Bahin-Ain), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! On the Day of Efful-
gence thou gavest thy heart to the Beloved of all horizons, didst
sever thyself from the people of hypocrisy and enter into the
Covenant. Thou didst become a believer in God and wert as-
sured of the signs of God, and became renowned and famous
throughout all regions for thy bewilderment, passion and ar-
dent love.

Though thou wert distraught, yet thou didst blossom forth,
and though thou wert troubled, yet thou didst find tranquility.
This distraction and trouble is the source of every grace and
gift, for its result is the light of favors and the luminosity of
guidance and the bounty and bestowal of His Most Holy Unity.
Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee because of this!
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ABO08055

To: Kayqubad (Father of Surush) et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O Kind Lord! Surush has been stirred to fervor and sup-
plication, and seeks forgiveness for his father, the pure-born
Kayqubad. Thou art the Forgiver, the Kind One. Through
the grace of this son, forgive that father and draw him nigh
unto the threshold of Thy oneness.

> O All-Knowing Lord! This servant at Thy threshold, Bahman,
begs pardon for the sins of his father Bahram. The intercession
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of the pure ones is ever acceptable at Thy threshold, and the
supplications of the free are beloved at Thy door. Therefore,
through Thy grace and favor, grant refuge to Bahram Pulad
in the shelter of Thy mercy and deliver him from the darkness
of sin. Thou art the Forgiver, the Pardoner, the All-Merciful.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Compassionate, the All-
Bountiful.
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ABO08145

To: Mr James B Estay
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou seeker of Truth! I received the photograph of thy shin-
ing figure and I looked at it with thorough attention. A tran-
quility and steadfastness was manifest in thy visage. I beg
of God that the lights of the Kingdom may so shine upon this
face (or figure) that they may dispel the darkness of error from
many.

If thou dost act according to the commandments and exhor-
tations of God, know thou for a certainty that the luminosity
of thy face will day by day increase. Be thou happy and well
pleased and arise to offer thanks to God, in order that thanks-
giving may conduce to the increase of bounty.

TAB.483

ABO08748

To: Baha’is Ardibil
Date: 1905 ca.

...0 my God! O my God! Verily, those servants whom Thou
hast confirmed by Thy sovereignty, guided by the light of Thy
proof, and shown the fire of Thy love kindled in the tree of Thy
knowledge, have turned toward the right valley of the blessed
spot in the Sinai of Thy knowledge. Lord! They are thirsty
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and parched - quench their thirst from the rain pouring from
the clouds of Thy mercy. They are wandering in the desert
of Thy love - guide them to the threshold of Thy holiness in
the center of Thy divine grace. Make their eyes illumined by
witnessing Thy signs, their ears delighted by hearkening to Thy
words, their breasts dilated by beholding Thy beauty, and their
hearts purified by the outpouring of Thy knowledge. Verily,
Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, the Bountiful, the Generous,
the Merciful, the Mighty, the All-Loving.
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AB08980

To: Baha’is of Jahrum
Date: 1905 ca.

...O Lord! Transform this world of darkness into a realm of
light, and change these satanic manifestations into righteous
and virtuous ones. Raise high the clouds of mercy, cause the
rain of bounty to pour forth, waft the life-giving breeze and
make the lights of the Sun of Truth to shine forth, so that these
withered plants may attain freshness and delicacy, and these
leafless and blossomless trees may become green and flourish-
ing. May the blind receive sight, the deaf gain hearing, the
ignorant become learned, and may those who know not be-
come acquainted with the mysteries of God. Thou art the
Powerful, the Ordainer, the Creator, the Kind. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Generous, the Bestower.
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ABO08818

To: Georgine D’ange D’astre, in Paris
Date: 1905 ca.

O maid-servant of God! Thy letter hath arrived. It brought
joy to all hearts, for it carried the proof of thy sincere work.
Today, directing mankind in the right path is the magnet which
will attract to us the help of God. All those who consecrate
themselves to this work are accompanied by divine protection.
Thus, rely upon God and address thy supplications to the Most
High. Then, after perfect renunciation, care for the souls of the
undirected and negligent.

I pray that thou mayest be aided and strengthened. The an-
swer to Mr. Rimy will be sent. Thou hast demanded the per-
mission to go to Algeria in order to give thyself to the direction
of men; may God aid and help you in this work.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.326

AB08608

To: Ustad Muhammad Banna, in Shiraz
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God! Render thanks
unto God that thou hast drawn nigh unto the divine Court,
hast attained His good pleasure, hast been honored and re-
garded with favor. Thou wert a bearer and hast been borne,
thou wert capable and hast been accepted. The light of the
Most Great Guidance hath shone resplendent upon thy lumi-
nous brow.

2 I beseech God that He may cause thee to be the means whereby
the eyes of others may likewise be illumined, for the greatest
of all gifts is to arise to guide others and deliver those who
are wrapped in heedlessness. Strive thou, that perchance thou
mayest become worthy of such divine confirmation and deserv-
ing of such glorification.
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Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08826

To: Helen S Moss
Date: 1905 ca.

Through Mr. Remey to Mrs. Moss. Upon her be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious.

O thou favored maid-servant of God! The meeting which thou
hast formed and therein assembled the faithful (or believers)
together and engaged with them in the commemoration of
God, caused the Supreme Concourse to praise and the angels
of heaven to applaud.

Be thou a cause of unifying hearts as much as thou canst and
guide thou the heedless souls, and in this spiritual springtime
perfume thou nostrils with the sweet fragrances of the rose-
garden of the Kingdom. This is eternal life; this is everlasting
glory! And this is a peace which is not followed by any trouble!

All else save this is a plaything of children and is useless and
nonsense!

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.305

AB09465

To: Naw Zuhur wife of Fadil Shirazi et al., in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O handmaidens of God! Consider the gift of the All-Merciful,
that the love of God hath attracted you and made you intimate
companions in the remembrance of the Most Glorious Beauty.

Ye are mentioned in the Kingdom of Holiness and are renowned
in the Blessed Spot and are known in this divine gathering.
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FEngage in praises and glorification of the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting, for ye are intoxicated with the choice wine of
supreme guidance and are turned toward the Sacred Thresh-
old.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09522

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Fragrances of God! I know
how great a love thou hast! Thou art like unto a blooming rose
in the rose-garden of the love of God and thou art like unto a
fruitful tree on the bank of the stream of knowledge of God.

I beg of God that thou mayest always enjoy spiritual nearness
and ever be rejoiced.

Reveal thou (or teach thou) the Word of God; be not grieved
at the people’s lack of hearing. Do thou sow the seed, and God
will make it grow and the cloud (or rain) of mercy will develop
it.

Convey greeting to the beloved of God and to the maid-
servants of the Merciful.

TAB.209

AB09520

To: Muhammad Darvish, in Yazd
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the divine! The time hath come
for thee to sing, like unto the nightingale at dawn with various
melodies, this verse:
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2 “The darvish of the world is consumed by this soul-burning
flame divine,

Now is the time to enliven through this plaintive cry.”

Therefore, kindle thou a brilliant flame and tell of the heat of
the Fire of Sinai, that in the Sacred Valley thou mayest guide
the seekers to the Most Great Fire of Guidance and become
the cause of joy and gladness in that gathering. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB09525

To: Edith Louise Grosvenor
Date: 1905 ca.

Through Mr. Remey - Miss Edith Louise Grosvenor, upon her
be Baha'u’llah’s glory

O thou who art attracted to the Light of the Kingdom! Thank
thou God, that in this glorious period, thou hast advanced
toward the Manifest Light; thou hast beheld the doors of the
Kingdom open and considered entrance therein conducive to
eternal prosperity and success. Thou hast arisen to serve the
Cause of God and occupied thy time in assisting in the spiritual
meeting. Ere long thou shalt know what a light thou hast
enkindled.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.

TAB.328
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AB09231

To: Ibrahim son of Khalil Tabib Arjumand
Date: 1905 ca.

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! You are remembered
and accepted at the threshold of your Lord and are present
there. Be confident that those who do good are encompassed
by the gaze of divine favor, and the pure ones draw near to the
threshold of divine unity.

The Blessed Beauty’s favors encompass all, His gifts are abun-
dant, and His grace is perfect. He singles out for His boundless
favor and supreme gift in the world of heart and spirit such a
servant as yourself, for “He singles out for His mercy whomso-
ever He willeth.”

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09942

To: Gohar Jamshid Hakimian, in Bombay
Date: 1905 ca.

O Kind Lord! Free Bahmarad Rustam from the bonds of grief,
make him honored, forgive him, bestow Thy favors upon him,
make him the companion of the people of the highest heaven,
grant him shelter at Thy threshold, and through Thy grace and
bounty, make Rustam, the kind son of Hormuzdyar, blessed.
Make them two shining candles, two flowers in the rose garden,
and an adornment of the gathering.
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AB10004

AB09980

To: Doctor Tashjiyan, in Rasht
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art alive with eternal life! The contents of what
thou hadst written became clear and evident, and imparted
spirit and fragrance. Give praise to God that thou hast at-
tained to this boundless bounty and hast reached everlasting
life. Thou hast recognized the loving Lord and found the
Dweller of the Pavilion of Martyrdom, and hast played the
game of love with the Word of God. Soon shall the signs of
this wondrous gift become manifest and apparent....
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AB10004

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O true and faithful friend! If there has been some delay in
sending letters, this is not due to forgetfulness or distress of
heart and soul, but rather due to endless occupations. You are
never absent from my thoughts - you are always present and
near.

My heartfelt desire from the All-Merciful is that that kind
friend may ever remain close to the Threshold and progress in
servitude to the All-Merciful. This is the prayer of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Rest assured.
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AB10146

AB09954

To: Nanih Khanum (Mother of Bibi Khadijih) et al.
Date: 1905 ca.

O ye two cherished handmaidens of the Abha Beauty! Al-
though in ancient times the status of women was inferior com-
pared to men, in this glorious Dispensation women are equal
to men. Indeed, some of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful
have outstripped men in the arena. Blessed are ye, for in ser-
vice at the Sacred Threshold ye are among the steadfast ones,
and in servitude unto God ye are firm and unwavering. I hope
that each of you may become a sign of heavenly bestowals and
raise high the standard of love. Upon you both be greetings
and praise.
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AB10146

To: Wife of Abu’l-Qasim Bayda
Date: 1905 ca.

O honored leaf, handmaiden of God who is at rest! In the
gatherings of the maidservants of the All-Merciful, chant in
such a manner that thou wilt cause all to become enamored of
the loving Friend and enchanted by that resplendent Moon.

Service to the orphans of the martyrs is sovereignty over both
worlds and the cause of the bestowal of heart and soul. Praise
be to God that thou hast arisen, and will continue to arise, to
render this service. Offer praise to the pure Lord that He hath
enabled thee to achieve this supreme bounty.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10542

AB10795

Date: 1905

Man, while in this life, should endeavour to learn of the Throne
of God, to serve the Holy Threshold, to seek knowledge of the
other World, to soar to the Realm beyond, to become of the
Kingdom—heavenly, spiritual, illumined—and to attain a tem-
perament like unto the rose in the garden, making fragrance
to the world.

BAVA.029-030, BLO__PN#021

AB10553

To: Mary C Newton, in New York
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou maidservant of God! That Kingdom which is men-
tioned explicitly in the Gospel has opened its gates and has
pitched its tent in the utmost glory in the arena of existence.
In the days of Moses it was the Tabernacle of Testimony, and
today it is the Kingdom’s exalted tent.

Praise God that thou hast found thy way to that tent, and
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10542

To: John F Renner
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou seeker of Truth!

Thank thou the maid-servant of God Mrs. Peeke, for she hath
guided thee to the Divine Kingdom and led thee to the noblest
station of the human world. Appreciate thou her value, and
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AB10963

turn thou unto the Word of God, so that thou mayest be con-
firmed by the power of the Merciful One, and attain to that
which is wished for by the holy ones.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.

TAB.675

AB10616

To: Rayhan Rayhani
Date: 1905 ca.

...The purpose of coming into the world of existence is to attain
a praiseworthy result, which is faith, certitude and love for the
Lord God. Since that has occurred and the complete result was
achieved, it matters not if life was but a moment and joy lasted
but a breath. However, if one lives a thousand years without
achieving such a result, there would be nothing but manifest
loss. What benefit is there in such length of life? Indeed, death
would be better than such a state.
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AB10963

To: Josephine Renner
Date: 1905 ca.

O thou who art advancing toward the Kingdom of God! The
doors of the Ideal Heaven of God are opened and some souls
are on the wing like unto birds of holiness and have attained to
the divine Kingdom. I beg of God that thou wilt become one
of those birds and soar up in such manner that thou mayest
astonish all.

TAB.675
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AB12761

AB11172

To: Tabrizi, Muhammad Isma’il (Badkubih) et al., in Hamadan

Date: 1905 ca.

...You had asked about how to handle a situation where some-
one commits a fault in private and another person publicizes
it. Assuredly, one must, to the extent possible, conceal it, turn
a blind eye to the fault, and offer counsel. Verily, God is the
Concealer of the faults of His servants.
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AB12761

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1905 ca.

O my trustworthy one! The respected wife of the martyr is
without means. Prepare a place for her and the children so
they may rest there in comfort and tranquility.
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Study guide to this volume

This volume continues the documentary record of the most dangerous year of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s impris-
onment: the period when the Imperial Commission of Investigation arrived in ‘Akka to assess the
calumnies submitted by Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali and his associates, and when the specter of exile or
execution seemed genuinely plausible. The major crisis documents here—AB00084 and AB00064—
describe the commission’s activities, the precise content of the accusations, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
instructions to the friends about how to conduct themselves under these conditions. Woven among
them are texts of a very different character: the rich historical narratives of AB00046, AB00097, and
ABO00098, in which ‘Abdu’l-Baha provides eyewitness and near-eyewitness accounts of the found-
ing moments of the Babi and Baha’i movements—the careers of Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kazim,
the dramatic events at Badasht, and the declaration of Baha’u’llah. Also present are comparative
theological pieces such as AB00267, which addresses Christian objections by comparing Christ and
Baha’u’llah, and the extended prayers of AB00346, in which ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own supplication re-
veals the depth of his dependence on God and his love for the community of believers. The volume
as a whole places the crisis of 1905 within the longest possible historical view.

Calumny, Commission, and Trust in Providence

Key Passages

O true friends! You are aware that in Iran the envious ones and the traditional clergy
joined forces and united, rising up to perpetrate cruelty and calumny against these
oppressed ones. They resorted to every intrigue and whispered suggestion until they
caused the government to suspect that the Baha’is were, God forbid, traitors and rebels
against the sovereign authority. After thirty years the truth became manifest, and
it became clear, evident, proven and demonstrated to the just government that all
these reports and stories were mere calumnies. Rather, this community is obedient and
submissive to the government, well-wishers and faithful subjects of the sovereign.  —
AB00084

The Covenant-breaker hopes that after he has shed the blood of this wronged one, or
cast this frail body into the depths of the sea, or left it wandering nameless and traceless
in the wilderness, then the divine friends will say they have none but Mirza Muhammad-
‘Ali and must cling to his robe and follow him. Thus he would find a vast field and
make a great showing. Alas! Alas! What impossible imaginings and what delusions!
The loved ones of God are like mountains. They are steadfast and firm, radiant and
manifest like unto a candle. — AB00064
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O loved ones of God! Make firm your steps, strengthen your hearts, and arise with
utmost power to serve the Cause of God. Never falter or fall short due to events
at the Holy Shrine or the intensity of tribulations befalling ‘Abdu’l-Baha, even if He
should wander nameless and traceless in the wilderness. These occurrences should never
cause any change in your condition. Rather, become more steadfast, more firm, more
attracted, and more enkindled, so that the world may testify that no tribulation can
cause the servants of the Blessed Beauty to falter, and no calamity can bring about their
shortcoming. No wind can extinguish this lamp, no cloud can hide this sun, no barrier
can obstruct this mighty ocean, and no whirlwind can destroy this mighty edifice. ——
AB00064

Context for Study

The crisis letters of this volume are among the most historically specific documents ‘Abdu’l-Baha
ever wrote. ABO00084 places the 1905 crisis in explicit parallel with the thirty years of persecu-
tion in Iran that preceded it, arguing that just as the justice of the Persian sovereign eventually
vindicated the Baha’i community, so the Ottoman investigation would ultimately reveal the same
truth. This argument has both a rhetorical function (encouraging the friends through precedent)
and a theological one: history is read as a medium in which divine providence operates through
the patient endurance of the falsely accused. The confidence expressed in AB00064—that “no wind
can extinguish this lamp”—draws on a long tradition of images for the indestructibility of divine
truth: the Platonic idea that truth cannot be destroyed, the Christian theology of the gates of Hell
not prevailing against the Church (Matthew 16:18), the Islamic concept of the preservation of the
Qur’anic revelation through God’s own guarantee (Qur’an 15:9). What is distinctive is ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s explicit instruction that the welfare of the Cause must not depend on his personal survival:
if he wanders “nameless and traceless in the wilderness,” the community must become more stead-
fast, not less. The Covenant, in other words, is institutionally grounded—in Baha’u’llah’s written
texts and the appointed Center—rather than in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s physical presence. This is a lesson
drawn from Shi‘i history itself, where the community survived the occultation of the twelfth Imam,
and from the early Christian community, which survived the crucifixion.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s reading of the Iranian persecution as a historical precedent function
as a theological argument? What does this assume about the relationship between time and
divine justice?

2. The instruction that the community must become more steadfast if ‘Abdu’l-Baha should die
or disappear raises the question of charismatic authority vs. institutional authority. How
does this instruction anticipate the later institutional development of the Faith?

3. Compare the metaphors of the inextinguishable lamp and the unstoppable ocean with anal-
ogous images in the New Testament (Matthew 16:18; John 1:5) and in the Qur’an (9:32;
15:9). What does each tradition’s imagery reveal about its understanding of the relationship
between divine truth and human opposition?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes his opponents’ strategy with precision. What does this clarity reveal
about his understanding of the relationship between political and spiritual power?
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5. How does this crisis test the distinction between wisdom (knowing when to act, when to wait)
and steadfastness (refusing to be moved by circumstance)? Where does the volume draw this
distinction?

Prayer from the Depths of Exile

Key Passages

My Lord! My Lord! Hold me not to account for my transgression, blot out my sins,
remove my distress, comfort me in my loneliness, be my companion in my exile. Make
me attracted to the remembrance of Thy loved ones, enkindled with the flame of love
for Thy chosen ones, with breast expanded in praise of Thy dear ones, and with eyes
gladdened by beholding the faces of Thy servants. Thou knowest, O my God, that they
have shown me affection through love and have loved me with their hearts. Strengthen
their loins through Thy power, reinforce their backs through Thy might. — AB00346

O Lord! Cause the springs of inner meanings to flow from their hearts, unveil to their
minds the mysteries of Thy words in the Seven Oft-repeated Verses, and guide them to
Him Who guides to Thee in the Most Merciful Presence. O Lord! ITllumine their eyes
with the light of recognition, brighten their consciences with bounty and favor, cause
them to speak with proof and evidence, inspire them with words of grace and kindness.
Make them guides to Thy creation, trustees of Thy utterance, and protectors of Thy
sanctuary. — AB00346

The world is dark; yet bright is the Divine outpouring! This manifold darkness must
needs be brightened, and this strait and gloomy world expanded and filled with light.
The temple of the world is a lifeless frame: it must be quickened. It is withered: it
must be revived and freshened. It is extinguished: it must be set alight. It is the seat
of malice: it must be made the dawning-place of love and fidelity. — ABO00346

Context for Study

ABO00346 is one of the most intimate devotional texts in this volume, revealing ‘Abdu’l-Baha not
as the commanding voice of crisis correspondence but as a suppliant before God—acknowledging
transgression, loneliness, and the need for comfort. This posture of radical vulnerability before
the divine is characteristic of the great supplicatory traditions: the Psalms of lament (Psalms 22,
88), the Munajat (intimate prayers) of the Imams preserved in Shi‘i tradition, the confessional
prayers of Augustine’s Confessions, and the Mi‘raj al-Sa‘adat (Ladder of Felicity) in Persian Sufi
literature. What makes this prayer theologically remarkable is its movement: it begins with radical
self-abasement before God, immediately pivots to intercession for the community of believers, and
concludes with a cosmic vision of the world’s darkness awaiting illumination. The self is progres-
sively dissolved—first acknowledging its own poverty, then forgetting itself in love for the friends,
then expanding into a vision that encompasses all humanity. This movement mirrors the classi-
cal mystical structure of tawba (repentance), mahabba (love), and yagin (certitude), but grounds
it in the social body of the community rather than in individual ascent. The prayer’s request
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for the friends to become “guides to Thy creation, trustees of Thy utterance, and protectors of
Thy sanctuary” lifts the community’s self-understanding from passive recipients to active agents of
revelation—a theme continuous with the physician metaphor of Volume 133.

Questions for Reflection

1.

How does the prayer’s movement from personal supplication to intercession for the community
to cosmic vision enact a particular spiritual discipline? What does this structure teach about
the relationship between individual and collective prayer?

. Compare the opening self-abasement of AB00346 with Psalms 22 and 88 as laments from the

depths. What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s prayer from the Hebrew psalmic tradition, and
what does it share with it?

. The prayer requests for the friends that “the springs of inner meanings flow from their hearts”

and that they become “trustees of Thy utterance.” What does this language imply about the
community’s relationship to divine revelation after the passing of the Prophet?

. The vision of the world as a “lifeless frame” that must be “quickened” draws on Qur’anic

imagery (the revival of the dead earth through rain) and Christian imagery (resurrection).
How does this image function in the context of a prayer composed under political siege?

. What do you notice about the language ‘Abdu’l-Baha uses when addressing God in contrast

to the language he uses when addressing the believers? What does this difference reveal about
his understanding of the two relationships?

Religion, Patriotism, and the Roots of Violence

Key Passages

The human world, which is the dawning-place of the All-Merciful, has become an arena
of warfare and bloodshed. One makes religion the cause of demolishing every firm
foundation, another makes faith and belief an excuse for savagery in the human world,
another imagines an illusory homeland and rises up in dishonesty in the name of pa-
triotism, another claims valor and courage and stains his hand with human blood and
begins oppression and torment against his fellow man. — AB00406

The kind Lord plants the sapling of humanity and over fifteen years nurtures this sapling
until it reaches maturity and opens its blossoms and adorns its branches and leaves with
fresh fruit. Then man in one hour cuts down a thousand such saplings from root to
branch and boasts “I am brave, I am courageous, I am a conquering lion, I am a fierce
wolf, T have fame and honor!” Glory be to God! What ignorance is this and what
thoughtlessness that what is the cause of shame becomes the source of pride! —
AB00406

Despite complete sincerity and goodwill and love for all humanity and obedience to and
loyalty toward the sovereign and government, we have become the target of calumnies
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from my brother who, with his associates, submitted to the Ottoman court a severe
document filled with every kind of accusation and slander. Affairs have become difficult
from every direction, but our trust is in the grace of the Forgiving Lord and the justice
of the zealous sovereign. — ABO00406

Context for Study

ABO00406 is a letter composed under extreme personal danger, yet its analysis of the sources of
human violence is cool, systematic, and philosophically precise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies three root
causes of violence that masquerade as virtues: religion perverted into fanaticism, nationalism ele-
vated into idolatry, and courage understood as military prowess. Each of these corruptions has a
genuine counterpart that the Cause seeks to cultivate: authentic religious life, legitimate love of
country, and real moral courage. The diagnosis is remarkably prescient for 1905—the year of the
Russo-Japanese War, of growing European nationalism that would erupt in 1914, of violent religious
conflicts in Iran. The organic metaphor of the sapling is especially powerful: human beings require
fifteen years of care before bearing fruit, and war destroys in an hour what nature and human labor
require decades to cultivate. This image appears throughout the writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and
echoes a similar organic conservatism in Islamic legal thought, where the preservation of life and
progeny (hifz al-nafs, hifz al-nasl) are among the highest objectives of the sacred law. The contrast
between the boast of “conquest” and the silent work of growth and cultivation is a critique of what
philosophers have called the “warrior ethic” in political culture—the celebration of destruction as
valor. Compare William James’s “moral equivalent of war” (1906) and Leo Tolstoy’s sustained
critique of military violence as the antithesis of the Sermon on the Mount.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies religion, patriotism, and the celebration of military valor as three
forces that become destructive when severed from love and wisdom. How does this analysis
apply to the major conflicts of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries?

2. The organic metaphor (the sapling requiring fifteen years to mature) implies a fundamentally
conservative view of how societies should treat their members. How does this compare with
just war theory in Christian and Islamic thought?

3. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha manage to hold a personal grievance (his own calumny) and a univer-
sal moral analysis (the roots of human violence) within the same letter without one collapsing
into the other?

4. Compare this letter’s critique of “valor” as a cover for violence with Kant’s Perpetual Peace
(1795) and with Gandhi’s concept of satyagraha (truth-force) as a morally superior form of
resistance. Where does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s position converge with and diverge from each?

5. The divine religion is defined here as “love between people, and truthfulness and trustworthi-
ness and goodwill toward all creation, even compassion for the beasts and birds of sea and
land.” How does this minimal definition of religion relate to more institutional definitions,
and what are the advantages and risks of each?
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Christ and Baha’u’llah: A Question of Comparative Greatness

Key Passages

Indeed the signs of greatness in Christ are beyond the ken of mortal mind and the grasp
of human imagination. And indeed we are most humble and lowly before His sweet and
beauteous countenance, and we love Him with all our heart and soul; nay, should it be
called for and should divine confirmations assist us, we would readily lay down our lives
for His sake. For we regard Him in the light of true greatness and bear allegiance to
His truth. — AB00267

At the time of His ascension, Christ had raised up twelve men and four women. And
among these twelve men, one became His sworn enemy. Whereas from the inception
of this Cause to the present day, perhaps close to twenty thousand men, women, and
children have offered up their lives in the path of God. Many of them, under the threat
of the sword, raised the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!” Many were told that, if they publicly
recanted their faith, they would keep both their lives and their possessions, and yet they
answered with the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!” — AB00267

Baha’u’llah, however, was standing visibly and openly before His foes, was known to all,
and withstood the onslaught of a mighty nation. Christ was not widely known among
the people—most would not recognize Him—and He would travel from village to village
and from wilderness to wilderness; and so it was that when they set out to arrest Him
they knew not where to find Him or how to recognize Him. — AB00267

Context for Study

ABO00267 is one of the most carefully constructed pieces of comparative theology in the Baha'i
corpus. It opens with an affirmation of love for Christ so emphatic—*“we would readily lay down
our lives for His sake”—that it disarms the polemical register before it begins. Only then does
‘Abdu’l-Baha advance the argument that the greatness of Baha’u’llah’s revelation can be assessed
by several measurable criteria: the volume of revealed texts, the breadth of teachings, the number
of early adherents who attained the station of certitude, the extent of geographic reach during
the Founder’s lifetime, and the scale of martyrdom freely embraced. The criteria are deliberately
empirical, responding to an objection that accepts the evidentialist framework while questioning
its application. Within the Baha’i theology of progressive revelation, each Manifestation is fully
divine and eternal in his essential reality, yet each is also endowed “according to the needs and
perfections of the age” (AB00131)—meaning that the apparent difference between their earthly
careers is itself part of the design of sacred history rather than a ranking of ontological status.
The comparison of Judas Iscariot with later Covenant-breakers in the Baha’i community adds a
typological dimension: ‘Abdu’l-Baha sees in the structure of defection-from-within a pattern that
recurs in every dispensation, and draws from it an implicit reassurance that the integrity of the
mission is not undermined by individual betrayal.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha advances an essentially empirical argument for the comparative greatness of
Baha'u’llah’s revelation. What are the theological assumptions underlying this evidentialist
approach? How does it compare with fideist and revelatory approaches to religious apologet-
ics?

2. The affirmation that ‘Abdu’l-Baha loves Christ and would die for His sake is offered before
any argument is made. What rhetorical and spiritual work does this confession perform?

3. How does the Baha’i doctrine that each Manifestation is “endowed according to the needs
and perfections of the age” (AB00131) prevent the comparative argument from becoming a
simple ranking of religious founders?

4. The parallel between Judas Iscariot and Mirza Muhammad-*‘Ali suggests that defection from
within is a structural feature of each dispensation. What does this imply about the relation-
ship between institutional vulnerability and divine purpose?

5. How might this letter be read by a devoted Christian theologian? What in its argument
would require the deepest engagement, and what might be accepted even within a classical
Christological framework?

Tahirih and the Conference of Badasht

Key Passages

I was a child, sitting on her lap and being held in her arms. The curtain was drawn,
and those believers were seated in an adjoining room while she was speaking. The
purport of her discourse, which was supported by a range of arguments, as well as by
the Qur’an and the traditions of the Prophet, was that in every age an illustrious and
distinguished Individual must be the focal Centre of the circle of guidance, the Pole
Star of the firmament of the most excellent Law of God, and a perspicuous Leader; that
all may defer to Him; and that in this day that illustrious and distinguished Individual
is the Bab, Who has manifested Himself. Although her speech was eloquent, yet when
she perceived that Baha’u’llah was to raise another call and shine forth with another
radiance, she became even more enkindled and reached a state that can hardly be

described. — ABO00098

In such wise was the Day of Resurrection proclaimed. The believers were seized with
such fear and terror that some fled, others remained bewildered and dumbfounded, and
still others wept and lamented. Some were so dismayed that they fell ill, and Haji Mulla
Isma’il was so overcome with fear and terror that he cut his own throat. But after a few
days, peace and composure were regained and the confusion and anxiety were dispelled.
Most of those who had fled became steadfast again, and the episode of Badasht drew
to a close. — ABO00098
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Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account of Badasht is unique in the Baha’i corpus for its eyewitness intimacy: he
was present as a child, sitting on Tahirih’s lap, and the scene he describes is at once a remembered
childhood experience and a theological interpretation of a pivotal historical moment. Tahirih’s
unveiling at Badasht has been interpreted variously as a declaration of the abrogation of Islamic
law, as a proclamation of the new dispensation, and as a feminine enactment of the eschatological
“Day of Resurrection” referenced in the Qur’an. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account foregrounds the cognitive
and emotional impact of radical religious transformation: believers who had expected a moderate
renewal of Islamic practice were confronted with something of a different order entirely, and the
reactions ranged from flight to illness to bewilderment. This is a psychologically honest account
of how revelation actually operates in human communities—not as a smooth progression but as a
rupture, a crisis, a “resurrection” that unsettles before it illumines. The pattern is recognizable
in religious history: the early Christian communities’ terror and incomprehension at the empty
tomb (Mark 16:8 ends with “for they were afraid”), the disciples’ flight at Gethsemane, the early
followers of Muhammad who at first rejected his proclamation. Tahirih’s own trajectory—already
perceiving Baha’'u’llah’s coming radiance—places her at a remarkable threshold: the first believer
in one revelation who discerns the next.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does the eyewitness quality of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account add to its authority? How does
the perspective of the child on the woman’s lap shape the theological interpretation that
follows?

2. Tahirih at Badasht is both proclaiming a new day and already perceiving the next one.
What does this position at multiple thresholds simultaneously suggest about the relationship
between the Babi and Baha'’i revelations?

3. The range of reactions at Badasht—Aflight, illness, bewilderment, eventual steadfastness—
mirrors responses to radical religious transformation in other traditions. What do these
reactions reveal about the psychology of spiritual rupture?

4. How does the Badasht episode illuminate the Baha’i understanding of the abrogation of
religious law? Compare with Paul’s claim that Christ is the “end of the law” (Romans 10:4)
and with Islamic naskh (abrogation) within the Qur’an itself.

5. Tahirih is the sole woman among the Letters of the Living. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s intimate
account of her position and power in the early community speak to the Baha’i principle of
the equality of men and women?

The Declaration of Baha’u’llah: From Intimation to Proclamation

Key Passages

From the beginning of His childhood Baha’u’llah was possessed of such astonishing qual-
ities, signs, and utterances as to amaze every soul. All the dignitaries of Persia would
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say: “This youth is wrought of a rare substance”, and everyone, even the enemies and
the envious, bore witness to His knowledge, grace, wisdom, understanding, intelligence,
and perception. Among other things, it was acknowledged by all that He had neither
entered a school nor received a religious education. Nonetheless, His knowledge and
perfections were well recognized. — ABO00097

In Baghdad Baha'u’llah stood firm before all peoples. The government of Persia was
extremely hostile in those days, and all were seeking by every means to cause Him
suffering and to bring Him to harm. At last the Persian government, having grown
alarmed at His influence, said: “Baghdad is close to Persia and is a place of passage
for the Persians. Thus, in order to put out this fire Baha’u’llah must be banished to
a distant land.” And so it came about that Leaving the city, Baha’u’llah went to the
garden of Najib Pasha and resided there for twelve days. During that time many people,
both high and low, and even the Governor and a number of other officials, attained His
blessed presence. These are the twelve days of Ridvan. — ABO00097

From Adrianople numerous Tablets were revealed day and night to the effect that “Since
We have been expelled from our homeland and banished from Baghdad to a remote place,
that the fire of the love of God might be quenched, the lamp of guidance extinguished,
the banner of God hauled down, and the call of the True One silenced, We have therefore
chosen to fully reveal the Cause, manifest the proof, raise the call, and hoist the banner
of the Cause of God, that all may see that this persecution, enmity, banishment, and
exile has only deepened the influence of the Word of God.” — AB00097

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account of the Declaration of Baha’u’llah follows a deliberate narrative arc from the
privately recognized greatness of the young Baha'u’llah in Tehran, through the gradual intimation of
mission in Baghdad (the year nine of the Bab’s calendar, already prophesied in the Bayan), through
the withdrawal to Sulaymaniyyih, the return and the garden of Ridvan, and finally to the full public
proclamation from Adrianople. The structure mirrors a pattern of sacred biography that appears
across traditions: the recognized but unnamed greatness of the youth, the period of withdrawal and
preparation, the threshold moment of public declaration, and the paradox by which persecution
accelerates rather than extinguishes the spread of the revelation. The Ridvan narrative is especially
significant: what appeared to enemies as a forced relocation becomes, in this account, the stage on
which the most significant declaration in Baha’u’llah’s ministry was made, with the governor himself
among those who came to pay their respects. The claim from Adrianople—that banishment was
chosen precisely because enemies sought to extinguish the Cause—articulates a theology of divine
irony: opposition is the mechanism by which the Word is spread, not suppressed. This pattern is
structurally identical to Paul’s argument in Philippians 1:12—-18 that his imprisonment has actually
“furthered the gospel,” and to the broader Christian theology of feliz culpa (the fortunate fall) in
which apparent disaster is revealed as providential design.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the declaration of Baha’u’llah as occurring in three stages—Baghdad,
Ridvan, Adrianople—each at a greater degree of explicitness. What does this graduated
disclosure reveal about the relationship between divine intention and human readiness?

2. The claim that persecution “only deepened the influence of the Word of God” echoes Paul’s
argument in Philippians 1:12. How does this theology of providential reversal differ from
secular theories of how religious movements spread?

3. The twelve days of Ridvan transform a forced exile into a moment of proclamation. What does
this transformation reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s understanding of the relationship between
political power and spiritual authority?

4. Baha'u’llah’s youthful reputation for knowledge acquired without schooling is offered as evi-
dence of divine endowment. Compare this with accounts of Jesus disputing with the teachers
in the Temple (Luke 2:46-47) and with the Islamic tradition of the Prophet as al-ummi (the
unlettered). What does this motif of unschooled wisdom communicate in the context of
prophetic claims?

5. How does this narrative of progressive declaration prepare the reader for the Baha’i under-
standing of progressive revelation more broadly—the idea that each dispensation builds upon
and exceeds the one before?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 134 holds together, within a single corpus, the immediate crisis of 1905 and the longest
historical view available: from the youthful greatness of Baha'u’llah in Tehran to the Commission
of Investigation arriving at ‘Akka. The crisis letters, the prayer, the historical narratives, the
comparative theology, and the analysis of violence all circle around the same central question
about the relationship between human opposition and divine purpose.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean to claim that
persecution, calumny, and banishment are instruments of divine providence; and what spiritual
resources—prayer, historical memory, theological clarity, and organized community—
does this volume propose as necessary for a community to hold that claim credibly
rather than merely as consolation in the face of evidence it cannot explain?
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