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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii



Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 136

This 1906 volume is marked by a double movement: outward expansion and inward consolidation.
ABO00044 gives the collection one of its broadest statements of Baha’i identity in the West, praising
the observance of the Fast while interpreting the bodily fast as a symbol of restraint from selfish
desire, spiritual refinement, and enkindlement with the love of God. The same letter calls the
believers an “army of God,” yet defines their victory through conduct so distinctive that a stranger
could recognize them as Baha’is by sincerity, truthfulness, compassion, patience, and love for all
peoples. AB00131 develops the same universal horizon in a more theological key: the Manifestation
of each age is endowed according to the needs and perfections of that age, and Baha'u’llah’s all-
embracing love is presented as the power that will gradually gather diverse minds, religions, and
peoples into harmony. AB01815 applies that principle directly to political idealism, encouraging a
supporter of British unity to enlarge his aim to the unity of the whole human race and the vision
of the entire earth as one homeland.

The volume is also important for the further evolution of embryonic Baha’i administration.
ABO01843 is the most significant item in this respect: since the election of a general Spiritual
Assembly in Tihran was not yet feasible, ‘Abdu’l-Baha proposes an interim process in which the
Hands of the Cause and trusted believers name eighty-one distinguished friends, divide them into
groups of nine, have each group elect one person, and then combine those nine elected persons
with the Hands to form a temporary Spiritual Assembly. The purpose is explicit: authority must
be established so that decisions can be accepted wholeheartedly, yet the method must operate
through willing acceptance rather than coercive command. In the same institutional cluster,
ABO00417 addresses a Spiritual Assembly as a chosen body charged with teaching love, piety,
fellowship, and faithfulness; AB02814 gives a prayer for an assembly as a light, rose garden, and
meeting place of divine confirmation. These items show administrative order emerging through
consultation, reverence for recognized hands of service, elected representation, and moral authority
rather than bureaucratic mechanism alone.

Contemporary Iran and the constitutional crisis form another important strand. AB00508 welcomes
the establishment of a National Assembly and constitutional government in Persia as consonant
with the Kitab-i-Aqdas, while warning that self-interested clerical leaders might use the movement
for agitation and disorder rather than civilization and public instruction. AB00490 and AB00607
likewise comment on the political unrest in Iran, emphasizing Baha’i noninterference in politics,
loyalty to government, and the striking contrast between Baha’i endurance under persecution and
the resort of Shi’i leaders to foreign protection. AB00354 extends the same nonpolitical discipline
to Japan: ‘Abdu’l-Baha criticizes the politicized character of an international congress of religions,
urges direct spiritual teaching apart from the congress, and warns the friends not to send political
newspapers or engage in partisan discussion. These letters reveal a careful distinction between
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approval of justice, constitutional order, public instruction, and peace, and avoidance of political
entanglement or agitation.

The volume also contains several notable doctrinal, apologetic, and pastoral pieces. AB11634
responds to a polemical work by Za’imu’d-Dawlih’s, minimizing the danger of such attacks by com-
paring them to the many forgotten refutations written against Christianity during its first centuries,
while allowing factual errors to be corrected. AB00260 is a major statement of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own
self-understanding: he pleads that the friends use no praise or title for him beyond “Abdu’l-Baha,”
making servitude the sole authorized category for his station. ABU0190, attributed to words spoken
to Laura Clifford Barney, gives a remarkable synthesis of spiritual psychology: science is “system-
atized Truth,” prayer and affirmation shape the soul’s orientation, love radiates through invisible
relations, and the believer should live the life rather than argue. ABU2307, ABU3093, and re-
lated pilgrim notes add vivid shorter teachings on culture, prayer, and spiritual receptivity, while
ABO08503 and AB01260 show the pastoral attention given to children, families, Western teachers,
and named believers across Europe, America, India, and the Holy Land. The result is a volume
in which universalism, administrative formation, constitutional modernity, disciplined nonpolitical
conduct, and the ethic of servitude converge under the pressures and possibilities of 1906.



Contents

ABO00044 to Baha'’is of the United States, in Washington, DC . . . . . .. ... ... ... 1
ABO00131 to Arthur Cuthbert, in Stranraer, Scotland . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 6
AB00229 to Mirza Ibrahim (Darakhsh), in Baghistan . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... .. 9
ABO00260 to Baha’is of Tihran . . . . . . . . . . . ... 12
AB00490 to Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC . . . . . .. ... ... ... ....... 14
AB00354 to Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC . . . . . ... ... ... ......... 15
ABO01260 to May Maxwell, in Montreal . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. .. ....... 17
ABO00508 to Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..... 19
ABO00514 to Baha’is of Zanjan . . . . . . . . . ... 21
ABO00607 to Mirza Abbas Shushtari, in New York . . . . . . .. .. .. ... ........ 22
AB00628 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . .. ... ... ....... 24
ABO00725 to Baha'’is of Urumiyyih, in Ridaiyyih . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ... 26
ABO00723 to Shaykh Ahmad Tari, in Tihran . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 27
AB11634 to Aga Mirza Ali Muhammad (Egypt) . . ... ... ... ... . ........ 29
AB11813 to Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 30
AB00952 to Cora W Renner, in Philadelphia . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ...... 32
ABO01234 to Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran . . . .. ... ... ... ......... 33
ABO01431 to Baha’is of Alexandria . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 34
ABO01398 to A C Hilbury, in Tacoma, WA . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..., 35
AB01495 to Aga Ali (Kahl-i-Rawhani), in Baghistan . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 37
AB01473 to Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 38
ABO01478 to Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. ... ... ... 39
ABO01550 to Foster, L Wilson et al., in Chicago . . . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 40
ABO01676 to Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi, in Tihran . . . . .. ... .. ... .. 42
ABO01722 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... .. .... 43

ix



Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

ABO01833 to Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 44
ABO01815 to Mr St-John, in London . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 45
ABO01843 to Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... ... ..... 46
AB12182 to Baha'is of Tihran . . . . . . . . . . . .. 47
AB01947 to Muntazimul-Hukama, in Beirut . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 48
ABO01995 to Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Egypt . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .... 49
AB11669 to Muhammad Isma’il, in Ivughli . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 51
ABO02101 to Joseph H Hannen, in Washington, DC . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 52
AB02208 to Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. ... .. .. 53
ABO02273 to Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ...... 54
AB02222 to Abdu’l-Husayn nephew of Mirza Ali Khan . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. 55
AB12809 to Edea Marie Santori, in Paris . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 56
AB02347 to Muhammad Bagqir Khan from Isfahan, in Shiraz . . . . ... ... ... ... 57
AB02374 to Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz . . . . . . 58
AB12213 to Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran . . . . ... ... ... .. .. 59
AB02184 to Baha’is of the United States . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ....... 60
ABO02817 to Aga Shaykh Muhammad Hashim Aqa, in Masjid Bardi. . . . .. .. ... .. 61
ABO02741 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... ...... 62
AB02670 to Khudadad Jamshid Rahmatabadi. . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ..... 63
AB02865 to Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Bushruyyih . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 64
ABO03001 to Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 65
AB02954 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar . . . . . .. . ... .. o 66
ABO2857 . . 67
AB03212 to Muhammad Bagqir Ha'’i, in Najafabad . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 68
ABO03199 to Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .... 68
ABO03088 to Beyer, Louisa et al., in Newark . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ....... 69
AB03217 to Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran . . . .. ... ... .. 70
AB11686 to Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt . . . . .. ... .. ... ... .... 71
ABO03455 to Mirza Ali, son of Adib, in Alexandria . . . . ... .. ... ... ....... 72
ABO03431 to Baha'’is from Zoroastrian Background et al., in Shiraz . . . . .. .. ... .. 73
ABO03340 to Haji Muhammad Rida, in Shiraz . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ....... 73
AB12026 to Masum-Ali Lari Farhat Thabit, in Fars . . . . .. . ... ... ... ..... 74

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS X



Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

AB12291 to Naddaf, Muhammad Rida et al., in Qum . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 75
ABO03608 to Mother-in-law of Aqa Mirza Muhammad Baqir Khan . . . . . .. ... .. .. 76
ABO04085 to Muhammad Rida Yazdi, in Ishqabad . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 76
AB11703 to Muhammad Isma’il, in Ivughli . . . ... ... ... .. .. ... .. 7
AB04071 to D R Sutton, in Rainier, OR . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 78
AB04005 to Abdus-Samad son of Qavam Divan et al., in Tihran . . . ... ... ... .. 79
AB11700 to Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 79
ABO04043 to Lua Getsinger, in Washington, DC . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ... 80
AB04378 to Baha’is of Chicago, IL . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 81
ABO04280 to Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 82
ABO04443 to Robert G Rich, in New York . . . . .. . ... .. .. ... ... ....... 82
AB12319 to Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 83
ABO04411 to Clara M Partridge, in Washington, DC . . . . . . ... ... ... .. .... 84
ABO04356 to Dr Pratt . . . . . . . . .. 85
AB11887 to Abdu’l-Vahhab son of Mulla Ali Akbar et al., in Ishqabad . . . . . . ... .. 86
AB11720 to Muhammad Isma’il, in Ivuaghli . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 86
AB04789 to George Edward Buchanan, in Seattle . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 87
ABO04680 to Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. 88
ABO04811 to Faridih Ex wife of Muzaffarad-Din Shah, in Tihran . . . . . . . . ... .. .. 88
AB04668 to Jafar Shariatmadar Lahijani Gilani . . . . . . .. . ... ... ... ... ... 89
ABO05071 to Shamsi Tabrizi, in Anar . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 90
ABO05076 to Bahram Khusraw Ruzbih, in Bombay . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. ... 91
AB05263 to Mahmud Zarqani, in Khurasan . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 91
ABO05450 to Diyaullah Afnan Alai, in Shiraz . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 92
AB11900 to Ghulam-Husayn the martyr Banadaki, in Yazd . . . . . ... ... ... ... 93
ABO05180 to Ardikani, Muhammad Ali et al., in Egypt . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 93
AB05178 to Mirza Muhammad Rida (Shiraz) etal. . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 94
ABO05653 to Yazdi, Muhammad Tahir et al., in Bombay . .. ... .. ........... 95
ABO05726 to Clarence M Day, in Chicago . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. .. ... ... 95
ABO05764 to May Maxwell, in Montreal . . . . . . . . ... ... ... L. 96
ABO05725 to Charles J Ragna, in Portland, OR . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... 97
ABO05666 to Garretson, I G et al., in Portland, OR . . . . . .. . ... ... ... ..... 97

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS xi



Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

AB05520 to Baygum Sahib Abdu’l-Azimi, in Shah Abdul-Azim . . ... ... ... .... 98
ABO05639 to Mirza Ali Khan, in Tihran . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... .. ....... 99
ABO05842 to Nayyir, in Tihran . . . . . . . . .. . .. 0 99
ABO05614 to Mirza Aqga Tihrani . . . . . . . . .. ... 100
ABO06411 to Baha'is of Buffalo, NY . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... .. 101
ABO06187 to Irani, Abbas Quli (Alexandretta) et al., in Iskenderun . . . . . ... ... .. 101
AB06108 to Ahmad son of Muhammad Ali Tabib, in Kashan . . . . . ... ... ... .. 102
AB06196 to Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn et al., in Miyanduab . . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... 102
AB06274 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . ... .. ... ... .... 103
ABO06033 to Lillie Bidler, in Washington, DC . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... ....... 104
AB06349 to Pritam Singh, in India . . . . . .. ... 0 o oo 104
AB06279 to Elmer E Mrs Vaughan . . . . . . . . ... .. ... 105
AB11916 to Newton, Mary et al. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 106
ABO06115 to Rustam Suhayli. . . . . . .. . ... 106
AB11747 Visitation prayer for the mother of Jinab-i-Ibn-i-Abhar . . . . . . ... ... .. 107
AB06646 to Ghulam-Husayn Tahhan, in Baghistan . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... .... 108
ABO06918 to Miss M Beeler, in Denver . . . . . . . .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ..., 108
ABO07038 to Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .... 109
ABO06775 to Bahram Bihmard et al., in Tihran . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... 109
AB06685 to Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran . . . . . . . .. ... .. .. 110
AB06906 to Richard E Dugan, in Washington, DC . . . . . ... ... ... ........ 111
ABO06826 to Samuel A Richards, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... .. ...... 111
ABO06956 to Moss, Helen S et al., in Washington, DC . . . . . ... ... .......... 112
ABO06577 to Mirza Yusif Munshi . . . . . . .. . ... 113
AB06919 to Muhammad Hasan Khan . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ......... 113
ABO07465 to Margaret M Sprague, in Buffalo . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ... 114
ABO07513 to A M Bryant, in Denver . . . . . . . .. . ... 115
ABO07333 to Aga Mirza Zaynu’l-Abidin Zahidani, in Shiraz . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 115
ABO07439 to Aqa Bala, in Tabriz . . . . . . . . . .. . 116
AB11951 to Wife of Ghulam-Husayn the martyr, in Yazd . . . .. .. .. ... ... ... 116
ABO07216 to Baha'’is of Ardistan et al., in Zavarih . . . . . .. ... ... ... ....... 117
ABO7691 to Ardishir et al. . . . . . . . . . 118

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS xii



Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

ABO7479 to Cora W Renner . . . . . . . . . .. . L 118
ABO07915 to Muhammad Rida Qaini, in Birjand . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. 119
ABO07987 to Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 119
AB11962 to Aga Ali Akbar son of Aqa Ghulam-Husayn martyr et al., in Ishqabad . . . . 120
ABO08226 to Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Rangoon . . . ... .. .. 120
ABO08222 to Rose C Byrne, in Sandusky, OH . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... ...... 121
AB11776 to Brother of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ...... 121
ABO08189 to Chas Mrs Anderson, in Walla Walla, WA . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 122
ABO08148 to Alma Knobloch, in Washington, DC . . . . . ... .. .. ... ........ 122
ABO08232 to Minerva A Crosby, in Washington, DC . . . . . . ... .. ... ........ 123
ABO08077 to Moss, Helen S et al., in Washington, DC . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 123
ABO08076 to Farangis daughter of Mihraban Tirandaz et al., in Yazd . . . ... ... ... 124
ABO08325 to Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Egypt . . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 124
ABO8158 to Haji Ahmad Attar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
ABO08444 to Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ....... 125
ABU2307 Words to Florence Khan spoken in 1906 . . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .... 126
ABU3093 Words to Florence Khan spoken in 1906 . . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 126
ABO08734 to Baha'’is of Batum, in Anar. . . . . . .. ... ... ... 127
ABO08503 to Hattie Chadwick, in Cincinnati . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ...... 127
ABU2467 Words to Mirza Muhammad Ali Khan, ca. 1906 . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... 128
ABO08561 to Muhammad Usku’i, in Ishqabad . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ........ 128
ABO08558 to Haynes Campbell, in Oregon . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... ...... 129
ABO08878 to Charles Mason Remey, in Paris . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ........ 129
ABO08827 to Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 130
ABO08884 to Mr Lenard George, in Washington, DC . . . . .. .. .. ... ........ 130
AB09354 to Bahram Mihrab et al., in Bombay . . . .. ... ... ... .. ........ 131
AB09256 to Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar, in Bombay . . . . . . .. ... ... .. .. 131
AB09220 to Shahriyar Bihmard, in Bombay . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ... ...... 132
AB09189 to Agqa Khudabakhsh, in Kirmanshah . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... 132
ABO09356 to Karrusi, Aqa Nasrullah et al., in Marv . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 133
AB09369 to Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Shiraz . . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 133
AB09689 to Mirza Husayn son of martyr, in Tihran . . . .. ... ... ... ....... 134

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS xiii



AB09463 to Christina Fletcher, in Washington, DC . . . . . . . ... .. ... ... .... 134

AB09200 to Muhammad Baqir Khan from Isfahan . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 135
AB09207 to Nasrud-Dulih . . . . . . . . .. 135
AB09324 to Rose C Byrne . . . . . . . . . . 136
ABO09888 to John Thomas Wagner, in Denver . . . . . . . ... ... ... ......... 136
AB10239 to Isfandiyar Mihraban, in Kirman . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 137
AB09795 to Mary Emma Campbell, in Portland, OR . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 137
AB10090 to Bahram Bihmard, in Tihran. . . . . . . .. .. ... . L. 138
AB09997 to Rashid Jamshid Hazari Parsi, in Tihran . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 138
AB10050 to Elizabeth Ewer, in Washington, DC . . . . . ... ... ... ......... 138
AB10045 to Fanny A Knobloch, in Washington, DC . . . . .. ... .. ... .... ... 139
AB10098 to N A Williams, in Washington, DC . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ...... 139
AB10013 to Biman Bahram Khurramshahi . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ...... 140
AB10040 to Emma Mrs Odenbaugh . . . . ... ... ... ... L 140
ABI0134 . . . e e e 141
AB10386 to Abdu’l-Husayn Kadkhuda, in Shiraz . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 141
AB10443 to Shahriyar Bihmard, in Kirman . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. .... 142
AB12705 to Yadullah Al Naddaf, in Qum . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 142
AB10932 to M E D Chambers, in Pasadena . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ....... 142
AB12739 to Habibullah Al Naddaf, in Qum . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 143
AB12845 to Aqa Siyyid Ali son of Siyyid Aqa Irani, in Egypt . . . . ... ... ... ... 143
AB10848 to Ustad Muhammad Ali Banna, in Egypt . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 144
AB11121 Words to Laura Clifford Barney 7 . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .... 144
AB12740 to Husniyyih Al Naddaf. . . . . . . . . ... ... .. .. ... ... 144
AB11018 to Mirza Husayn Zanjani . . . . . . . . .. ... . . 145
AB12751 to Muhammad Rida Naddaf . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. 145
AB12752 to Naddaf, Narjis wife of Mashhadi Muhammad Rida . . . . . ... ... .. .. 146
AB12768 to Ali Muhammad Naddaf Qumi . . . . . ... ... ... ... .......... 146
AB12763 to Khavar Al Naddaf, in Qum . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ....... 146
AB11140 to Julieta Dorris, in Seattle . . . . . . . . . ... oo 147
AB11484 to Ali Asghar Usku’i, in Tabriz. . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ..... 147

Study guide to this volume 149



Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

AB00044

AB00044

To: Baha’is of the United States, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O army of God! A letter bearing your signatures, one and
all, hath been received. Its wording was endowed with the
utmost grace, eloquence, fluency, and sweetness, and from the
reading thereof the deepest joy was obtained. It testified to the
observance of the Fast of the month of abstinence. Happy are
ye that ye have carried out the commandment of God and, in
these blessed days, arisen to fulfill the Fast. For this bodily fast
is a symbol of the spiritual fast, that is, the restraint of the self
from all selfish desires, the adornment of the soul with spiritual
attributes, attraction to the breaths of the All-Merciful, and
enkindlement with the fire of the love of God. Likewise, that
letter was itself an evidence of the unity and concord of hearts.

The hope cherished through the grace and bounty of the Lord,
the Glorious, in this new age, is that the western land may
become the dawning-place of the Sun of Truth, and that the
loved ones of God may be the daysprings of light and the man-
ifestations of divine signs; that they may remain guarded and
protected from the doubts of the heedless, and steadfast in the
Covenant and Testament; that they may strive day and night
to awaken the sleeping, make the negligent mindful, admit the
deprived into the sanctuary of mysteries, bestow upon the des-
titute a portion of everlasting grace, become the heralds of the
Kingdom, and summon the people of the mortal world unto
the realm of the Divine.

O army of God! Today, in this world, every party wandereth
bewildered in some wilderness, stirred by desire and passion,
each pursuing and seeking according to its own imaginings.
Amid the factions of the earth, this community of the Most
Great Name standeth detached from every vain fancy, severed
from every selfish aim, established in purity of motive, and
striving and laboring with utmost longing in the divine teach-
ings, that the face of the earth may become a very paradise,
that the world of humanity may be transformed into a mirror
of the Kingdom, that this world may become another world,
and that the human race may acquire a new education, a new
way, and a new manner of life.
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O army of God! Through the protection and help vouchsafed
by the Blessed Beauty — may my life be a sacrifice to His loved
ones — ye must conduct yourselves in such a manner that ye
may stand out distinguished and brilliant as the sun among
other souls. Should any one of you enter a city, he should
become a centre of attraction by reason of his sincerity, his
faithfulness and love, his honesty and fidelity, his truthfulness
and loving-kindness towards all the peoples of the world, so
that the people of that city may cry out and say: ‘This man
is unquestionably a Baha’i, for his manners, his behaviour, his
conduct, his morals, his nature, and disposition reflect the at-
tributes of the Baha’is” Not until ye attain this station can ye
be said to have been faithful to the Covenant and Testament
of God. For He hath, through irrefutable Texts, entered into a
binding Covenant with us all, requiring us to act in accordance
with His sacred instructions and counsels.

O army of God! The time hath come for the effects and per-
fections of the Most Great Name to be made manifest in this
excellent age, so as to establish, beyond any doubt, that this
era is the era of Baha'u’llah, and this age is distinguished above
all other ages.

O army of God! Whensoever ye behold a person whose entire
attention is directed toward the Cause of God; whose only aim
is this, to make the Word of God to take effect; who, day and
night, with pure intent, is rendering service to the Cause; from
whose behaviour not the slightest trace of egotism or private
motives is discerned — who, rather, wandereth distracted in the
wilderness of the love of God, and drinketh only from the cup
of the knowledge of God, and is utterly engrossed in spreading
the sweet savours of God, and is enamoured of the holy verses
of the Kingdom of God — know ye for a certainty that this
individual will be supported and reinforced by heaven; that
like unto the morning star, he will forever gleam brightly out
of the skies of eternal grace. But if he show the slightest taint
of selfish desires and self love, his efforts will lead to nothing
and he will be destroyed and left hopeless at the last.

O army of God! Praise be to God, Baha’u’llah hath lifted the
chains from off the necks of humankind, and hath set man free
from all that trammelled him, and told him: Ye are the fruits
of one tree and the leaves of one branch; be ye compassionate
and kind to all the human race. Deal ye with strangers the
same as with friends, cherish ye others just as ye would your
own. See foes as friends; see demons as angels; give to the
tyrant the same great love ye show the loyal and true, and
even as gazelles from the scented cities of Khata and Khutan
offer up sweet musk to the ravening wolf. Be ye a refuge to
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the fearful; bring ye rest and peace to the disturbed; make
ye a provision for the destitute; be a treasury of riches for
the poor; be a healing medicine for those who suffer pain; be
ye doctor and nurse to the ailing; promote ye friendship, and
honour, and conciliation, and devotion to God, in this world
of non-existence.

O army of God! Make ye a mighty effort: perchance ye can
flood this earth with light, that this mud hut, the world, may
become the Abha Paradise. The dark hath taken over, and
the brute traits prevail. This world of man is now an arena for
wild beasts, a field where the ignorant, the heedless, seize their
chance. The souls of men are ravening wolves and animals with
blinded eyes, they are either deadly poison or useless weeds —
all except for a very few who indeed do nurture altruistic aims
and plans for the well-being of their fellow men: but ye must
in this matter — that is, the serving of humankind — lay down
your very lives, and as ye yield yourselves, rejoice.

O army of God! The Exalted One, the Bab, gave up His life.
The Blessed Perfection gave up a hundred lives at every breath.
He bore calamities. He suffered anguish. He was imprisoned.
He was chained. He was made homeless and was banished to
distant lands. Finally, then, He lived out His days in the Most
Great Prison. Likewise, a great multitude of the lovers of God
who followed this path have tasted the honey of martyrdom
and they gave up everything — life, possessions, kindred — all
they had. How many homes were reduced to rubble; how many
dwellings were broken into and pillaged; how many a noble
building went to the ground; how many a palace was battered
into a tomb. And all this came about that humankind might
be illumined, that ignorance might yield to knowledge, that
men of earth might become men of heaven, that discord and
dissension might be torn out by the roots, and the Kingdom
of Peace become established over all the world. Strive ye now
that this bounty become manifest, and this best-beloved of all
hopes be realized in splendour throughout the community of
man.

O army of God! Beware lest ye harm any soul, or make any
heart to sorrow; lest ye wound any man with your words, be he
known to you or a stranger, be he friend or foe. Pray ye for all;
ask ye that all be blessed, all be forgiven. Beware, beware, lest
any of you seek vengeance, even against one who is thirsting
for your blood. Beware, beware, lest ye offend the feelings of
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another, even though he be an evil-doer, and he wish you ill.
Look ye not upon the creatures, turn ye to their Creator. See
ye not the never-yielding people, see but the Lord of Hosts.
Gaze ye not down upon the dust, gaze upward at the shining
sun, which hath caused every patch of darksome earth to glow
with light.

O army of God! When calamity striketh, be ye patient and
composed. However afflictive your sufferings may be, stay ye
undisturbed, and with perfect confidence in the abounding
grace of God, brave ye the tempest of tribulations and fiery
ordeals.

Last year a number of the unfaithful, both from within and
from without, both known to us and strangers, took before the
Sultan of Turkey slanderous charges against these homeless ex-
iles, bringing against us grave accusations with no basis in fact.
The Government, conformably with prudence, determined to
look into these charges, and dispatched a Commission of Inves-
tigation to this city. It is obvious what an opportunity this
afforded our ill-wishers, and what a storm they unleashed, all
this beyond description by tongue or pen. Only one who wit-
nessed it could know what a turmoil they created and what
an earthquake of anguish was the result. And notwithstand-
ing this, the response was to depend utterly upon God, and
to remain composed, confident, long-suffering, undisturbed, to
such a degree that a person knowing nothing of the situation
would have thought us easy of heart and mind, perfectly happy,
thriving and at peace.

Then it came about that the accusers themselves, those who
had made the defamatory charges against us, joined with the
members of the Commission to investigate the accusations, so
that plaintiffs, witnesses and judge were all one and the same,
and the conclusion was foregone. Nevertheless, to be fair, it
must be stated that up to now His Majesty the Sultan of Turkey
hath paid no heed to these false charges, this defamation, these
fables and traducements, and hath acted with justice.

In truth, were it any king other than this sovereign, no trace of
these exiles would have remained. Justice requireth that one
should not depart from fairness. In this day, throughout the
whole expanse of Asia, verily the sovereign of the Ottomans
and the King of Persia, Muzaffari’d-Din Shah, have neither
peer nor likeness. Did ye but know to what degree the cor-
ruption of the enemies, the mischief of the malevolent, and,
above all, the sedition of the unkind brother, both here and
in Persia, have reached, and yet behold, notwithstanding all
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this corruption and all this strife, how these two kings move
with tranquillity and composure, ye would assuredly be con-
vinced that both are just. Had the former monarchs been in
their place, assuredly a thousand souls a day would in Persia
have been destroyed. Wherefore, pray ye in behalf of these
two kings, and beseech aid and grace for them, and seek for
them victory and triumph, most especially for the sovereign of
the Ottomans, who hath dealt with these exiles, even unto this
day, with pure justice.

5 A prayer:

O Thou Provider! Thou hast breathed over the friends in the
West the sweet fragrance of the Holy Spirit, and with the light
of divine guidance Thou hast lit up the western sky. Thou
hast made those who were once remote to draw near unto Thy-
self; Thou hast turned strangers into loving friends; Thou hast
awakened those who slept; Thou hast made the heedless mind-
ful.

O Thou Provider! Assist Thou these noble friends to win Thy
good pleasure, and make them well-wishers of stranger and
friend alike. Bring them into the world that abideth forever;
grant them a portion of heavenly grace; cause them to be true
Baha’is, sincerely of God; save them from outward semblances,
and establish them firmly in the truth. Make them signs and
tokens of the Kingdom, luminous stars above the horizons of
this nether life. Make them to be a comfort and a solace to
humankind and servants to the peace of the world. Exhilarate
them with the wine of Thy counsel, and grant that all of them
may tread the path of Thy commandments.

O Thou Provider! The dearest wish of this servant of Thy
Threshold is to behold the friends of east and west in close
embrace; to see all the members of human society gathered
with love in a single great assemblage, even as individual drops
of water collected in one mighty sea; to behold them all as birds
in one garden of roses, as pearls of one ocean, as leaves of one
tree, as rays of one sun.

Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, and Thou art the God of
strength, the Omnipotent, the All-Seeing.

SWAB#035, BRL__IOPF#2.26x, BSW#16.07x, BPRY.181-182x, TAB.040-048,
BWF.400-401x, ADJ.025-026x, COF.030bx, GPB.254x, BSC.488 #939x,
SW__v014#14 p.003x, SW__v06#14 p.112x
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To: Arthur Cuthbert, in Stranraer, Scotland
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art dear, and wise! Thy letter dated 27 May 1906
hath been received and its contents are most pleasing and have
brought great joy.

Thou didst ask whether this Cause, this new and living Cause,
could take the place of the dead religious rites and ceremoni-
als of England; whether it would be possible, now that vari-
ous groups have appeared, whose members are highly placed
divines and theologians, far superior in their attainments to
those of the past, for this new Cause so to impress the mem-
bers of such groups as to gather them and the rest into its
all-protecting shade.

O thou dear friend! Know thou that the distinguished Indi-
vidual of every age is endowed according to the perfections of
His age. That Individual who in past ages was set above His
fellows was gifted according to the virtues of His time. But in
this age of splendours, this era of God, the pre-eminent Per-
sonage, the luminous Orb, the chosen Individual will shine out
with such perfections and such power as ultimately to dazzle
the minds of every community and group. And since such a
Personage is superior to all others in spiritual perfections and
heavenly attainments, and is indeed the focal centre of divine
blessings and the pivot of the circle of light, He will encompass
all others, and there is no doubt whatsoever that He will shine
out with such power as to gather every soul into His sheltering
shade.

+ When ye consider this matter with care, it will become appar-
ent that this is according to a universal law, which one can find
at work in all things: the whole attracteth the part, and in the
circle, the centre is the pivot of the compasses . Ponder thou
upon the Spirit: because He was the focal centre of spiritual
power, the wellspring of divine bounties, although at the be-
ginning He gathered unto Himself only a very few souls, later
on He was able, because of that all-subduing power that He
had, to unite within the sheltering Tabernacle of Christendom
all the differing sects. Compare the present with the past, and
see how great is the difference; thus canst thou arrive at truth
and certitude.
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The differences among the religions of the world are due to the
varying types of minds. So long as the powers of the mind are
various, it is certain that men’s judgements and opinions will
differ one from another. If, however, one single, universal per-
ceptive power be introduced — a power encompassing all the
rest — those differing opinions will merge, and a spiritual har-
mony and oneness will become apparent. For example, when
the Christ was made manifest, the minds of the various contem-
porary peoples, their views, their emotional attitudes, whether
they were Romans, Greeks, Syrians, Israelites, or others, were
at variance with one another. But once His universal power
was brought to bear, it gradually succeeded, after the lapse of
three hundred years, in gathering together all those divergent
minds under the protection, and within the governance, of one
central Point, all sharing the same spiritual emotions in their
hearts.

; To use a metaphor, when an army is placed under various

commanders, each with his own strategy, they will obviously
differ as to battle lines and movements of the troops; but once
the Supreme Commander, who is thoroughly versed in the arts
of war, taketh over, those other plans will disappear, for the
supremely gifted general will bring the whole army under his
control. This is intended only as a metaphor, not an exact
comparison. Now if you should say that each and every one
of those other generals is highly skilled in the military art, is
thoroughly proficient and experienced, and therefore will not
subject himself to the rule of one individual, no matter how
indescribably great, your statement is untenable, for the above
situation is demonstrably what cometh to pass, and there is
no doubt thereof whatever.

Such is the case with the holy Manifestations of God. Such in
particular is the case with the divine reality of the Most Great
Name, the Abha Beauty. When once He standeth revealed
unto the assembled peoples of the world and appeareth with
such comeliness, such enchantments — alluring as a Joseph in
the Egypt of the spirit — He enslaveth all the lovers on earth.

As to those souls who are born into this life as ethereal and
radiant entities and yet, on account of their handicaps and
trials, are deprived of great and real advantages, and leave
the world without having lived to the full — certainly this is
a cause for grieving. This is the reason why the universal
Manifestations of God unveil Their countenances to man, and
endure every calamity and sore affliction, and lay down Their
lives as a ransom; it is to make these very people, the ready
ones, the ones who have capacity, to become dawning points
of light, and to bestow upon them the life that fadeth never.
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This is the true sacrifice: the offering of oneself, even as did
Christ, as a ransom for the life of the world.

As to the influence of holy Beings and the continuance of Their
grace to mankind after They have put away Their human form,
this is, to Baha'’is, an indisputable fact. Indeed, the flooding
grace, the streaming splendours of the holy Manifestations ap-
pear after Their ascension from this world. The exaltation of
the Word, the revelation of the power of God, the conversion of
God-fearing souls, the bestowal of everlasting life — it was fol-
lowing the Messiah’s martyrdom that all these were increased
and intensified. In the same way, ever since the ascension of
the Blessed Beauty, the bestowals have been more abundant,
the spreading light is brighter, the tokens of the Lord’s might
are more powerful, the influence of the Word is much stronger,
and it will not be long before the motion, the heat, the bril-
liance, the blessings of the Sun of His reality will encompass
all the earth.

Grieve thou not over the slow advance of the Baha’i Cause in
that land. This is but the early dawn. Consider how, with
the Cause of Christ, three hundred years had to go by, before
its great influence was made manifest. Today, not sixty years
from its birth, the light of this Faith hath been shed around
the planet.

Regarding the health society of which thou art a member, once
it cometh under the shelter of this Faith its influence shall
increase a hundredfold.

Thou dost observe that love among the Baha’is is very great,
and that love is the main thing. Just as love’s power hath been
developed to such a high degree among the Baha’is, and is far
greater than among the people of other religions, so is it with
all else as well; for love is the ground of all things.

Regarding the translation of the Books and Tablets of the
Blessed Beauty, erelong will translations be made into every
tongue, with power, clarity and grace. At such time as they
are translated, conformably to the originals, and with power
and grace of style, the splendours of their inner meanings will
be shed abroad, and will illumine the eyes of all mankind. Do
thy very best to ensure that the translation is in conformity
with the original.

The Blessed Beauty proceeded to Haifa on many occasions.
Thou beheldest Him there, but thou didst not know Him at
that time. It is my hope that thou wilt attain unto the true
meeting with Him, which is to behold Him with the inner, not
the outer eye.
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The essence of Baha’u’llah’s Teaching is all-embracing love, for
love includeth every excellence of humankind. It causeth every
soul to go forward. It bestoweth on each one, for a heritage,
immortal life. Erelong shalt thou bear witness that His celestial
Teachings, the very glory of reality itself, shall light up the skies
of the world.

The brief prayer which thou didst write at the close of thy
letter was indeed original, touching and beautiful. Recite thou
this prayer at all times.
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To: Mirza Ibrahim (Darakhsh), in Baghistan
Date: 1906 ca.

O my Lord and my Hope! I set my brow in the dust of Thy
Most Exalted Threshold, and lay it upon the earth in humble
prostration before Thy Supreme Greatness. With my heart
and soul filled with longing, I beseech Thee to embrace with
Thy manifest bounty and all-encompassing grace - which giveth
life to mouldering bones - Thy servant Ibrahim, that forbearing
soul of pure heart and noble character. Strengthen him in this
path that he may drink from the crystal spring of Salsabil and
guide others to Thy glorious Kingdom with conclusive proof
and clear evidence. Lord! He is enthralled by Thy love, en-
raptured by Thy beauty, and bewildered by Thy majesty. He
uttereth Thy praise, yearneth for Thy presence, and guideth
others unto Thee. He is steadfast in Thy Faith, flourishing in
Thy gardens, revived in Thy groves, swimming in Thy streams,
and pulsing through the body of creation through Thy grace
and generosity. Lord! Make him a sign of attraction among
the loved ones and a blazing fire of enthusiasm among the com-
panions, that hearts may be set ablaze and tears may flow in
love for Thy radiant beauty shining from the unseen realm of
Thy Kingdom. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Glorious, the Beloved. Thou art indeed the Lord, the Gener-
ous, the Loving. There is no God but Thee, the Benevolent,
the All-Forgiving, the Compassionate.
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2 O thou who art near to the Beauty of Abha! That which thou
didst write concerning Mr. Manshadi was noted. Thou hadst
complained about lacking success in servitude. I bear witness
that thy Lord hath enabled thee to serve at His Most Ex-
alted Threshold, strengthened thy back, and empowered thee
to serve the Cause of God. Blessed art thou for this.

As to what His Honor Haydar-Qabli wrote, be not grieved by it,
for verily thy Lord is All-Compassionate, All-Bountiful. He is
exceedingly greedy, never content to any degree, although he
himself constantly acknowledges and discusses with ‘Abdu’l-
Baha that the loved ones of the land of Kha have always been
captive to trials and tribulations in the path of the Blessed
Beauty, and have not wavered from any calamity or affliction.
In the path of Truth they are distressed yet self-sacrificing,
joyful in tribulation, and successful in severe tests. Despite
this they are not content, and for this reason they wrote those
words. Be not saddened. ‘Abdu’l-Baha beareth witness to
your steadfastness in the Faith of God, your firmness in the
Covenant of God, your being set ablaze with the fire of the
love of God, your tranquility in the tests of God, and your
severance from every doubtful Covenant-breaker.

Service to the friends is teaching the Cause of God, servitude
at the Sacred Threshold, and diffusing the divine fragrances.
Praise be to God, the loved ones of the land of Kha are as-
sisted and confirmed in this. But the purpose is that on that
blessed day that land took precedence over all regions, such
that even before the Ascension, through ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the di-
vine message was proclaimed, and this was unique to that land.
Therefore, because of this distinction they must kindle the light
of sincerity and establish an impregnable foundation. Such too
is our hope.

5 Convey loving greetings on my behalf to Nuru’llah, Diya’u’llah,
Sana’u’llah and Aqga ‘Abbas. For Janab-i-Mirza Muhtasham I
seek heavenly grandeur, for the new Muhtasham powerful con-
firmation, for Mulla Samad eternal bounty, for Mulla Husayn
the light of the two Easts, for Mulla Ghulam-Husayn the star
of the two horizons, for Mulla ‘Abbas-‘Ali the manifestation
of sublime grace, for Mulla Muhammad the favors of the One
Lord, for Mirza Ghulam-Husayn the pilgrim a brilliant star, for
Mirza Husayn illumination from the two Luminaries, for Mirza
Mushkin a musk-scented breath, for Aqa Muhammad-Husayn
a portion from the two gushing springs, for the namesake of
Magsud praiseworthy grace, for Nazar-‘Ali penetrating vision,
for Yavar divine assistance, for Mulla Haji Muhammad aid
from the Forgiving Lord, for the elderly spiritual one heavenly
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confirmations, for ‘Abbas Sakani a state of divine grace and
favor, and for all the other friends, both new and old, I have
utmost longing.

i As for the spiritual youth, convey to him the utmost yearning

and devotion from ‘Abdu’l-Baha and say: O longtime friend
and old companion! Right is with thee, and both thy gratitude
and complaints are acceptable, for thy complaint too springs
from the heat of the love of God. This complaint is greater than
gratitude, and this cry and lament sweeter than the melody of
harp and cymbal. God is pleased with thee, I am content with
thee, the friends are thankful to thee. Therefore loose thy
tongue and lament and complain as thou wishest.

O my spiritual one, cease thy complaint,
Tend to His flock as shepherd vigilant.

God’s sheep in tribulation’s field do roam, console them with
thy passionate lament.

From the love of Baha and from exceeding faithfulness, make
the pillars of estrangement quake with trembling.

From constant rapture and perpetual yearning, make the
hearts of all mankind filled with joyous clamor.

From the realm of limitations to the abode of the Ultimate
Goal, traverse all space in a single bound.

O Ibrahim! Regarding your request for permission to attain
His presence, you are permitted to circumambulate the Point
around which circle the Concourse on High.

As for the matter of the farm and its new water channel, sell
that portion which belongs to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and send its pro-
ceeds for the expenses of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of ‘Ishgabad,
for whatever belonged to this servant has been and is being sold
everywhere and forwarded there. Convey the Most Glorious
and Most Wondrous Greetings to his honor ‘Ali-Muhammad
and the three females related to you, and to the respected
companion. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

I commune with Thee, O my God, my face bowed to the dust,
awaiting the wonders of Thy favors, my forehead upon the dust
in humility before Thy glory and sovereignty, supplicating Thy
kingdom, entreating Thy dominion, hoping for Thy pardon
and forgiveness, seeking Thy grace and benevolence. I know
not by what countenance to turn to Thee, with what heart
to place my trust in Thee, with what spirit to make humble
supplication before Thee. None are worthy to turn to Thee
save those with radiant faces, none deserve to gaze upon Thee
save those with seeing eyes, none are fit to be drawn by the
fragrances of Thy holiness save those souls wandering in the
wilderness of Thy love. How, then, with such heedlessness and
forgetfulness, could I be worthy of such a gift and awareness?
By Thy glory! I am ashamed to make mention of Thee, and
embarrassment overtakes me when I extol Thee. Thou hearest,
O my Beloved, my crying in the depths of night, my call in my
solitude and my visibility. I beseech Thee and implore Thee
not to make me an object of trials or a target for the arrows
of tests, for I am weak and lowly at the gate of Thy oneness,
a worthless captive among Thy creatures. Thou witnesseth,
O my God, that my utmost desire and greatest wish is to be
effaced in Thy holy court and to be utterly obliterated beneath
the rays of the Sun of Thy divine subsistence.

My God, my God! Ordain for me the station of scattered
dust, and make me pure and absolute nothingness. Preserve
me from the imaginings of Thy creation and the idle fancies of
Thy creatures, that they may not remember me except by this
effacement, nor praise me save for my extinction at Thy most
exalted threshold, nor describe me except as a slave among
slaves, nor attribute to me any quality, virtue, station or per-
fection save that of being ‘Abdu’l-Baha. O Lord! I am inno-
cent of all mention and praise save poverty and loss in this
arena, and weakness and forgetfulness in the realm of possibil-
ity. Lord! Aid Thy servants to remember me as I wish, and not
to exceed what hath flowed from my pen in these words, for
this is my paradise of refuge, my farthest mosque, my lote-tree
of the utmost boundary, my highest aim, and the ultimate end
of my desire. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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O Lord, O Lord! T am immersed in the depths of forgetfulness,
drowning in the seas of nothingness, cast upon the dust of
abasement and humiliation. I call upon Thee in this moment:
have mercy upon me through Thy grace, preserve me beneath
the wing of Thy protection, guard me with the eye of Thy care,
and envelope me with the glances of Thy merciful eye. Forgive
my sins, conceal my faults, and remove my difficulties. Verily
Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Merciful, and Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful.

O friends of God! This servant, in a state of utter effacement,
extinction, evanescence and poverty, most earnestly entreateth
the friends to treat that which hath been revealed from the
Pen of this Prisoner in such wise as to deem it binding and
authoritative, and consider it an article of faith. They should
utter no word save “Abdu’l-Baha”, offer no praise except for
Him, seek no station or rank, and voice no eulogy but this:
should anyone inquire about this servant’s station, let the an-
swer be “Abdu’l-Baha”; should anyone ask about the meaning
of “Branch”, let the answer be “Abdu’l-Baha”; should anyone
seek the meaning of the Surih of the Branch, let the answer be
“Abdu’l-Baha”; should anyone ask about the significance of the
derivative branch, let the answer be “Abdu’l-Baha”. In brief,
let all be content with the word “Abdu’l-Baha”. Let them not
utter any other word, not even the word “Branch”, in their
writings and speech. Let them not go beyond this word, nor
engage in any discussion or discourse about it. Should any-
one utter any other word, it would pierce this servant with
arrows and cause him grief, for the ultimate desire and utmost
hope of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is to be a faithful servant at the Sacred
Threshold. This bounty sufficeth this servant in all the worlds.

Glory be to God! In some instances questions are asked about
the nature of turning to him, whereas such mention is unneces-
sary, for this servant hath never directed anyone to turn to him,
that there should be discussion about its nature. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
calleth all to the Most Exalted Word and biddeth them to servi-
tude at the Sacred Threshold, encouraging and urging them to
teach the Cause of God, to diffuse the divine fragrances, and
to exalt the Word of God. This is among the decisive com-
mandments of the Lord of existence and hath no connection
with this servant.

Likewise, I beseech all the friends of God to conduct them-
selves according to the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed
Beauty, that they may kindle a lamp in the world of being,
burn away the veils of the world’s peoples, be set ablaze with
the fire of the love of God, hasten to teach God’s Cause, and
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arise to quicken souls. Let them become manifestations of
bounty to their enemies and heavenly sustenance to their foes.
Let them treat the oppressors with absolute fidelity, become
trusted ones to the treacherous, teach truthfulness to the de-
ceitful, transform demons into angels, become healing balm to
the bloodthirsty, become centers of hope for the hopeless, and
bestow abundant portions upon the deprived. This is my coun-
sel, my remembrance, my entreaty, and my hope. Blessed is
he whom God hath enabled to achieve these bounties, made
these aspirations easy for him, and protected him from calami-
ties. Upon you be glory, upon you be praise, and upon you
be greetings from the Beauty of the All-Glorious God, O loved
ones of God.
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To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

...0 seeker of the Most Glorious Beauty! At a time when the
divines, the learned, the nobles, the merchants and tradesmen
of Tehran - indeed all, both high and low - took refuge at the
British Embassy and raised a great clamor of complaint, say-
ing ‘We are oppressed!’; Prince Shu’a’u’s-Saltanih, the Shah’s
son, cried out in that assembly: ‘These divines and Shi’ih no-
tables have always claimed that the Baha'’is are disloyal to the
government and corrupters of the nation. But judge fairly:
for sixty years the Baha’is have been exposed to the sword
of affliction and the target of oppression’s arrows. Thousands
of souls were slain and a hundred thousand homes laid waste.
Even children were taken captive and women seized. Prop-
erties were plundered and not even a small child was spared.
Yet despite all this, not a single Baha’i sought the protection
of a foreign power. These Shi’ihs, however, though they have
constantly received kindness and favor from the government,
have, without the slightest cause, taken refuge with a foreign
power and brought shame upon both government and nation
- whereas had they appealed directly to the government itself,
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their aims would have been better achieved. Such is the differ-
ence between the Shi’ihs and the Baha’is! And upon thee be
the Glory of God.

TAB.489-492

AB00354

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The International Congress of Religions was organized this year
in the capital of Japan. Many souls hastened to that empire
from different parts of the world, in order that they might
talk of and discuss the principles of their own religions, each
one longing to convert that assembly to his own religion and
establish the validity of his own particular belief. This congress
had under discussion the politics of the religions. In truth,
it is not a political affair and not the attraction of the heart,
faith, advancement toward God nor enkindlement with the fire
of the love of God. This congress will not produce a lasting
effect, for it is essentially politico-religious. What is effective
and conducive to the penetration of the Word of God and the
attraction of hearts is the fragrances of holiness and the divine
glad-tidings, which the members of the congress do not in the
least comprehend.

Consequently, if the believers of God go to that country—not
to the congress—and through the power of the Word of God,
the breath of the Holy Spirit, the reading of the verses of One-
ness and associating with the individual inhabitants of that
kingdom, undoubtedly untold and tremendous results will be
realized and the sweet fragrance of the rose-garden of myster-
ies will perfume the nostrils of the people of those regions. It
is significantly useful if some of the friends of God put forth
an effort and hasten from America to those parts (Japan).

O thou servant of God! Unquestionably, through the mani-
festation of the Infinite Power in this glorious age, wonderful
signs will appear in the world and great changes are seen in
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the present and promised in the future, for the Word of God
is like unto the Spirit, and the contingent world like unto the
embryo in the womb of the mother. Through the power of the
Spirit such various changes and metamorphoses become appar-
ent, transforming them from one form to another. Especially
in Persia, through the power of the Word of God, wonderful
signs will appear.

O servant of God! Convey unto Mr. Bihimji my yearning salu-
tations. I beseech God that He may graciously bestow upon
him confirmation and success. Memorandum No. 9, dated the
27th of July, 1906, though there was not the leisure to read
even a single line thereof, was nevertheless perused with the
utmost care. In truth, it was an excellent memorandum, and
from its details knowledge was gained of the entertainment
given for the two ambassadors extraordinary in the home of
the handmaid of God, the near one, the attracted one, Mrs.
Gruner. Such gatherings are most fitting and highly accept-
able. Show forth great consideration unto these two ambas-
sadors, and whatsoever lieth within your power, be in no wise
remiss in rendering them service.

i It is very acceptable for you to present to them the excellent

praises which the Blessed Perfection hath made in behalf of
these two governments, the exhortations which He hath deliv-
ered for obedience to them and the prayers He hath written
for the confirmation and protection of His Imperial Majesty the
Shah. Likewise, the advices and recommendations that this ser-
vant (Abdul-Baha, himself) hath written in Tablets to Persia
and America; also the irrefutable command that the Blessed
Perfection hath given in Tablets that the believers must obey
the kings with the utmost sincerity and fidelity, and He hath
forbidden them to interfere at all with political problems. He
hath even prohibited the believers from discussing political af-
fairs.

Convey respectful greeting on my behalf to the favored maid-
servant of God, Miss ..., with the utmost kindness and an-
nounce to her: “These services and self-sacrifices of thine in
the Kingdom of God are acceptable.”

O servant of the Abha Beauty! This memorandum, finding it
replete with sweetness, I am sending on to Persia.

O dear friend! Expend all thy thoughts in the diffusion of the
fragrances of God and the exaltation of the Word of God in
America. Waste not thy time on political matters and par-
tisan articles. We have no concern with the political world.
Our thoughts and deeds are confined to the realm of the spirit.
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Likewise, in regard to the arrival in these lands of certain news-
papers containing political subjects, grave dangers are to be
apprehended. Should such papers fall into their hands, though
it be but a single small sheet and the matter a trifling one, the
utmost alarm would be occasioned and serious harm would en-
sue. Wherefore, in thy letters make no mention whatsoever of
political affairs, nor send even a scrap of newspaper.

O thou dear friend! I entreat from His Highness the Desired
One that He may grant divine confirmation to that illumined
youth to such an extent that he may become the main-spring
of spiritual emotions in those regions.

Convey respectful greeting with the utmost longing to all the
friends of God on behalf of this servant.
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To: May Mazwell, in Montreal
Date: 1906 ca.

O cherished handmaiden of the Abha Beauty! Thy distin-
guished letter was received and its detailed meanings brought
joy to hearts. Thou art indeed steadfast in the Covenant and
firm in the love of God. I am ever mindful of thee and be-
seech from the Lord of the Kingdom extraordinary confirma-
tions for thee, for thou possessest a pure heart and a radi-
ant soul. Thou hadst written about Khan that he was thy
guest for nine days. When the aforementioned Khan arrived
in the Holy Land, he expressed utmost gratitude for thee. I
hope that he will be assisted to render service and become
the cause of gladness to hearts. In this manifestation of the
Divine Kingdom, whosoever rendereth service will assuredly
be blessed with great bounties and comprehensive favors. O
cherished handmaiden of God! Rest thou assured that stead-
fastness and firmness will lead to universal progress and the
attainment of divine bounties. I pray for thee and beseech as-
sistance and favor from the Lord of the Kingdom. Praise be
to God that thy dear husband is with thee in utmost love and
kindness, and surely this love and kindness will cause him to
become spiritual, heavenly, celestial, and divine.
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Thou hadst
written that this summer thou wouldst travel to various regions
to give the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of God. I hope thou
wilt be confirmed therein. When thou wishest to explain a
verse from the Holy Book, turn thy face toward the Kingdom of
God, seek confirmation, and begin at once to speak. Assuredly
the confirmations of the Spirit will reach thee.

I will pray for thy brother, that he may become awakened and
conscious, and attain unto eternal life. I have supplicated at
the threshold of the Lord of the Kingdom on behalf of the
friends in those parts, that they may be preserved from tests
and protected from vain imaginings, and that day by day they
may grow firmer and more steadfast. At midnight, while in a
state of prayer, I besought confirmation and success for thy
friends Theodore de Boer, Miss MacCoy, Edith Sanderson,
Mr. Dreyfus, Miss Laura Barney, Anna Watson, Mrs. Flo-
rence Watson, Mary Harper, Mrs. Lily Ross, Gustav Henry
Clonquet, Charles Mason Remey, Mary Lucas, Louise Stau-
per, Martha McBean, Agnes Alexander, Thomas Breakwell,
Sutherland Maxwell, Mary Pomeroy, Alfreda Martin Klemm,
Bernetta Crawford Herman, that through divine assistance and
heavenly protection they may be successful and remain firm
and steadfast in the love of the divine Kingdom. Convey my
message to Thomas Breakwell and say: “Blessed art thou, for
thou hast made spiritual progress. I will beseech God that thou
mayest progress moment by moment, become wholly spiritual
and entirely divine.”

O handmaiden of God! I have interceded at the divine Thresh-
old for thy dear mother, that He may grant her eternal life in
His hidden Kingdom. O thou who art enkindled with the fire
of the love of God! Every tear that flowed from thine eyes,
preventing thee from writing, became a cup of the water of life
and made a profound impression upon thy heart. Therefore
thy weeping became the cause of joy. I beseech God that He
may grant thee such spiritual health as to become the means
of health for a great multitude, and likewise that thou mayest
attain complete physical healing. I hope thou wilt be success-
ful in all thou wishest and desirest, and that in servitude at the
divine Threshold thou wilt follow my example. O handmaiden
of God! I hope that ere long thou wilt commune with me heart
and soul, with no need for correspondence through paper and
pen. Convey my respectful greetings to the divine friends and
handmaidens of the Merciful. The holy leaves in the Sacred
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Household send thee their most loving and respectful greetings.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.

MAX.165x, MAX.335x
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AB00508

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

I have received the eloquent article which thou hast written
at the moment of the arrival of the most great glad-tidings re-
garding the establishment of the National Assembly and orga-
nization of the constitutional and judicial government of Persia
according to the evident command of the Book of Akdas, and
the spontaneous joy and the genuine sympathy demonstrated
by the people of science and discernment in America at hear-
ing this soul-refreshing news, and the utmost happiness to the
members of the Legation. I read it and it became the cause of
the utmost joy and fragrance.

The Constitutional Government, according to the irrefutable
text of the Religion of God, is the cause of the glory and pros-
perity of the nation and the civilization and freedom of the
people. However, according to what is known, the hands of the
selfish leaders from among the ulemas (Mohammedan clergy)
are in this affair. Outwardly they are desiring the establish-
ment of the National Assembly and at every moment they are
crying and clamoring (for its immediate realization), but in-
wardly they are sowing the seeds of corruption and agitation
and try to put at naught the noble intention of the government.
In the secret of their hearts and souls they do not favor the
upbuilding of the National Assembly, the civilization of Persia,
the awakening of the people, the advancement of the age, the
spreading of knowledge and public instruction, Thieves like to
lurk in darkness; fishers desire disturbed water; the bat shuns
the rays of the sun; the black beetle dislikes the fragrance of the
rose-garden; the ferocious wolf is in expectation of the sleet and
snow; and the wine seller sees his advantage in the inebriate, ir-
rational drinker. These leaders of religion also desire to behold
the nation thrown into a weltering chaos of ignorance so that
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the rein of affairs remain in the hands of the arrogant ulemas.
They know that if the nation began to adore wisdom, truthful-
ness, progression and fidelity, it would bring about their (the
ulemas) degradation.

However, rest ye assured upon the favor and bounty of His
Highness the Almighty; for the Imperial throne of Persia is
confirmed and the Crown of the Sovereignty of the East is
protected. Undoubtedly the noble purpose of His Imperial
Majesty will play an important role in the development of Per-
sia. May God help and send victory from the Supreme King-
dom, the heavenly powers become supporters and the mercy
and bestowal of His Highness the Merciful One become the
helpers! Be ye engaged in prayer that with the utmost good-
pleasure the nation obey the government, comply with the wise
counsels of the attendants of the central dominion, give no heed
to the hearsay of the agitators and rise not to quarrel with to
protest against the government like unto the Russian Douma,
so as to throw the whole empire, the nation and the kingdom
into a sea of anarchy and lawlessness. Much prayer is needed
so that God may help and protect.

The marks of kindness that thou hast shown to his honor Mr. .
. . . became highly acceptable. You must treat the strangers,
at all times, in this manner and help, as far as possible, all the
nations of the world.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Truly, I say, thou art
firm and have risen to perform the conditions of firmness. This
very matter of his honor Mr. . . . . is a sign of wonder to
all men and the greatest proof of the power of the Word of
God and the penetration of the servitude of Abdul-Baha. As
thou art walking in this road and art steadfast in this path,
know thou of a certainty that the assistance of Providence will
descend upon thee and the confirmation of the Kingdom unveil
herself to thee.
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To: Baha’is of Zanjan
Date: 1907-Feb-05

O faithful friends and true companions! For some time no sweet
fragrance had wafted from that blessed region of Zanjan to the
nostrils of the yearning ones, and because of this, sorrow pre-
vailed. Then the promoter of the Word of God and guardian of
God’s Covenant, Haji Va’iz, hastened to that land. Praise be
to God, upon his arrival a new spirit was manifest, some stir-
ring and movement occurred. The heedless arose to investigate
and search, some were freed from the realm of imperfection,
others turned towards God, some remained bewildered, and
others wavered. For the time being, the old friends, like roses
and tulips, took up the cup of the love of God, and in that
gathering the call of “drink and be merry” was raised from the
wine of divine knowledge. A feast was arranged, a banquet was
adorned, a spiritual gathering was formed, and the luminous
beloved became the candle of that assembly. The true Joseph
appeared in that feast with utmost beauty and grace. Thus
from that region and land, the musk-laden breeze reached the
nostrils of the yearning ones.

When the fragrance of that Beloved wafts
All tongues become bewildered in amazement

O divine fragrance, O life-giving heavenly breeze, O morning
zephyr of God’s rose garden! Make thy way to that land,
pass over Zanjan, the place of martyrdom, convey the yearning
greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, perfume the nostrils of the friends,
and say: O true friends of the Most Great Name and com-
panions of the All-Merciful Ancient Beauty! Thanks be to
the Lord that in this radiant age and mysterious century you
have stepped into the realm of existence, entered beneath the
extended shade, discovered the mystery of being, and were
guided by the praiseworthy light. How precious you are that
you gained wisdom and discernment! Many were the learned
ones of the world who remained deprived while you became
privy to divine mysteries. How many claimants to knowledge
remained lost and wandering in the wilderness of separation
while you found your way to the sanctuary of the Luminary of
the horizons. What a bounty this is, what a favor this is, what
a guidance this is!
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Arise in thanksgiving for these favors and act according to the
counsels and admonitions of the Unique One of all horizons.
Practice what is prescribed in the Holy Books and Tablets,
and acquire the character and conduct of the people of Baha.
Become detached from every joy save the glad-tidings of God,
and seek no rest or comfort except in the shelter of the True
One. Become fruitful trees and stars of the most luminous
horizon. Become ye servants of the one true God, and be ye the
self-sacrificing ones of that Well-Beloved in both the East and
the West. Be Baha'i in your character and conduct, and with
heart and soul be ye of God. Account your enemies as friends,
and deem those that wish you ill to be your well-wishers. Look
upon the wrong-doers as faithful, reckon the ignorant to be
knowing, and regard the untamed as the intimate companions
of your heart and spirit.

That is to say: deal with the sinner, the oppressor, the hostile
and bloodthirsty foe even as ye would deal with a loyal friend
and a confidant of the heart. The aim is this—that ye be pure
good, and sheer bounty; that ye look not to the worthiness or
unworthiness of men.

In every age and dispensation the command to love and forbear-
ance was laid upon the people; yet there remained a pretext—
namely, merit and lack of merit: that such a one is spiteful and
perverse, and such a man bloodthirsty and detestable; and if
pardon were shown, reproach and blame would still accom-
pany that pardon, and even forgiveness and generosity would
be yoked with censure.

But in this Dispensation all these things are abrogated, and
love and kindness—out of heart and soul—toward all peoples
are expressly enjoined.
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MMK3#287 p.209, MSBH5.131x
BSW#15.01x, SW__ v08#11 p.139x
To: Mirza Abbas Shushtari, in New York

Date: 1906 ca.

O dear friend, what you wrote was noted. Indeed it is as you
said - Iran was once the light of the world and the center of
the bestowals of the All-Merciful in the East, and the source
of human advancement. But gone are the days when you had
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fragrant locks. In these recent times it has declined so much as
to cause the regret of the wise and the sorrow of well-wishers,
especially in this period when there is endless conflict between
the government and the people. Although the just king of
Iran is infinitely benevolent and kind, certain ill-intentioned
religious leaders, appearing as well-wishers, and wolves dressed
as shepherds, do not allow the country to become organized or
let His Majesty’s benevolent intentions for establishing Iran’s
eternal glory become manifest. However, there is hope that
since the brilliant Sun of the East has shone and radiated to
the West, Iran’s candle will soon become a brilliant torch, its
stagnant stream an endless ocean, its suckling infant will reach
maturity and growth, and its setting star will ascend to the
zenith of acceptance. For the Sun of Resurrection has so shone
upon that realm that whatever potential it contains will soon
sprout and emerge.

O my friend, the world has become disordered, dark and con-
fused due to corrupt morals, evil intentions, the self~worship of
peoples and nations, and the base aspirations of the great ones
and nobles of the world. Using patriotism as a pretext, such
hatred and enmity has appeared in hearts that each nation has
sharpened its claws and teeth against other nations, and like
bloodthirsty wolves they attack one another, calling this love
of country and nationalism. Therefore, when you observe care-
fully, the earth has become a fruitless jungle, growing thorns
and weeds, a dwelling place for fierce predators and blood-
thirsty wolves. Now effort must be made to transform general
morals, manifest divine inspirations, have the people obey the
government, and have the government work for the progress of
the country.

Observe to what a base level the leaders and nobles of Iran have
fallen, that in the assembly of notables His Highness Prince
Shu’a’u’d-Dawlih loudly proclaimed: “O gentlemen, observe
that all the people of Iran among the Shi’ites were saying the
Baha’is are corrupt. Yet despite sixty years of the Baha’i com-
munity enduring all kinds of persecution and cruelty, so much
blood being shed, so much property being plundered and pil-
laged, so many homes being destroyed - despite all this not one
Baha’i sought refuge with a foreign government. While the
Shi’ite mujtahids and leaders and notables, having received
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utmost kindness from the government, have all, at the insti-
gation of a few shameless individuals, taken refuge in foreign
embassies. And God knows the corrupt from the righteous.”

In any case, the point is that you, praise be to God, have
opened your ears and eyes and are knowing and seeing. You
must strive night and day until Iran becomes a paradise of
contentment. And it is clear that without divine power this
dead one will not come alive and this withered one will not
become fresh and verdant. Praise be to God that the time for
progress has arrived and the season of growth has come. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB00628

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou attracted maid-servant of God!

Thy letter was received. Thou hast manifested cheerfulness
and gladness on account of the news of my happiness. Abdul-
Baha hath the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of ABHA. His hap-
piness hath no sorrow in its trail and His life is not followed
by any death. To him, prison is a court; to him, a tomb is a
spacious palace; to him, a well is the apex of heaven; and to
him, manacles and chains are the throne of ether.

If at times he becometh sad, it is not on account of affliction
and adversities, but that grief is produced from a word or an
act which is against the exhortations and behests of the Blessed
Perfection.

For instance: I hope that the believers of God may become
the cause of the unity and agreement of the human realm, and
suffer other nations and communities of the world to enter
under the shade of the Canopy of Oneness. Now, when the
news reacheth me that the slightest differences have crept in
among the believers of God, I become sad and heartbroken.

The point is this: Afflictions or hardships, ordeals or trials, do
not make me weak or faint, nor do they in the slightest degree
make me sad or unhappy.
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Thou hast written regarding the feast [...] I became very happy
therefrom. Convey greeting on my behalf to the favored maid-
servant of God, ... and say: “On that night thy house was the
nest and the shelter of the birds of God. The divine melodies
and the celestial lyres made that place a feast of heaven and
an assembly of the Kingdom. Abdul-Baha was present there
in heart and soul and was joyful and happy. Thank thou God.”

Announce salutation to Mrs... and say: “A thousand times,
Well donel-that thou art working in the vineyard of the King-
dom and hast arisen to faithfulness and art engaged in the
service of His Highness, the Almighty! Thou art helping the
helpless ones and art comforting those who are insane.”

Convey respectful greeting to Mrs... and say: “May thy joy
be unending and thy comfort and happiness everlasting! May
thy life be eternal and the light of thy thought the heavenly
glad-tidings.”

Convey greeting and kindness to the maid-servant of God, ...,
and say: “If thou art desiring an illumined house, enkindle thou
therein the lamp of the love of God; and if thou art seeking
after a heavenly palace, make thy house the gathering place of
the believers of the Merciful One; so that the splendors of the
Sun of Truth may cast therein rays spiritual and the harmony
of holiness ascend to the Kingdom of ABHA.”

Say to the maid-servant of God, ...: “Thy voice and thy melody
in singing reached the ears of Abdul-Baha, and produced joy
and fragrance.”

O thou maid-servant of God! The feast given by Mrs... became
highly acceptable and the respected personages who served in
that feast, as did ..., Mr..., Mrs... and Mrs..., are reality worthy
of all praise. They were engaged in the duty and the work of
Abdul-Baha and have arisen to serve the believers of God.

Convey my greeting to his honor ... and say: “Thou didst
deliver a wonderful talk on that night. Well done! Well done!
That talk was given in the West yet Abdul-Baha became happy
from it in the East.”

I congratulate and compliment the maid-servant of God, ...,
in her firmness and steadfastness in the Cause of God. Truly,
I say, she is illumined, spiritual, heavenly and celestial. She
taketh care of the strangers among the friends and serveth and
praiseth the servants of God.

O thou maid-servant of God! Do not be slow in the study of
the Persian language and be thou engaged in the service.

TAB.216-218
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To: Baha’is of Urumiyyih, in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1906 ca.

O my God! My God! Thou seest how my face beameth with
joy, how my heart is delighted and my breast is dilated when
I read the names of Thy loved ones in a letter from one of
Thy chosen ones. And whenever I read a name, my soul was
gladdened and I supplicated Thee to make him a firebrand from
the fire of Thy love and a breath from the morn of salvation
through the outpouring of Thy mercy. O Lord! The night
of deprivation hath descended upon all creation, so cause the
lights of the Sun of Reality to shine upon all beings until the
morn of certitude breatheth with the light of knowledge and the
earth shineth with a brilliant ray from the Kingdom of Glory.
Then make the loved ones banners of guidance among mankind,
birds of holiness in the gardens of faithfulness, and fishes of
wisdom in the pools of the Most Great Gift. Verily Thou art
the Generous, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower. There
is no God but Thee, the Ancient, the Great, the All-Seeing,
the All-Hearing, the All-Giving.

O dear friends! Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali ‘Abbasof has
written a letter mentioning the friends and naming the loved
ones, and with utmost joy and delight has praised and extolled
the chosen ones, that praise be to God, the loved ones are sup-
plicating at the Divine Threshold and are in the utmost love
and faithfulness. They are fragrant flowers in the rose garden
of the love of God and luminous stars in the horizon of the
knowledge of God. They are flowing cypresses by the stream
of virtues and blossoms, roses and sweet basil in the gardens
of divine gifts. This news affected the hearts and brought joy
to the souls that praise be to God, the friends are steadfast
and acting upon the counsels and exhortations of the Loving
Friend, and are accomplished and perfect in human qualities
and virtues. They have reaped the fruit of existence and found
the path to the intended goal, and are gathered under the shade
of the upraised standard, and are kind and loving to all peoples
and religions. They strive with heart and soul that estrange-
ment may vanish from the human world and fellowship may
appear among all the peoples of the world. May all humans
become kind to one another and may the human world attain
the utmost joy and prosperity.

O ye friends of God! Engage in love as much as you can and be
gentle to every outsider; suffer from enemies and behave with
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patience; see the asleep as the awakened, know the heedless
as heedful, deal justly with the unjust and treat the oppres-
sor with faithfulness. Offend not the mind of any person and
grieve not the heart of any man; be towards all with the ut-
most humility and meekness, and be loyal and sincere subjects
to the Royal Throne; obey the authorities of affairs, and make
no interference whatsoever with political matters; adorn the
meetings with the commemoration of God and train the indi-
viduals with the breath of the merficul One; utter no word save
in the mention of God, and rest only in the shadow of hope.

The hope of this lowly servant is that God may strengthen
the wronged and grant success unto the oppressed. In all Iran,
who is more loving in heart, who more well-wishing, than His
Imperial Majesty the sovereign? With utmost supplication and
entreaty, then, beseech God for his tranquillity and healing.
Alas, a thousand times alas, that the people of Iran know not
the worth of this crowned head, nor grant him respite that,
in accordance with the promptings of his noble nature and
pure heart, he may establish a just law and bestow freedom of
thought and conscience.

5 Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Shaykh Ahmad Tari, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

Praise be to God Who has manifested His signs, made evident
His proofs, perfected His words, raised high His banners, and
diffused His fragrances by which hearts and spirits were at-
tracted, minds and forms were stirred, joy arose, the Paradise
peacock trilled, and the Throne’s cock emerged and cried out
saying: Glory be to Him Who has dawned upon the horizons!
Glory be to the Luminary of rising and shining forth! Glory
be to Him Who has manifested harmony! Glory be to Him
Who has lifted discord! Glory be to Him Whose remembrance
has filled the pages and leaves! Glory be to Him to Whose
manifestation the yearning ones were drawn! Glory be to Him
by Whose beauty the eyes of lovers were consoled! Glory be
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to Him for Whose love torrents flowed from eyes! Glory be
to Him Who rent the veils drawn over vision! Glory be to
Him Who shone forth, appeared, dawned and proclaimed with
His radiant lights upon earth and heavens, whereupon glorifi-
cation and magnification arose at His manifestation from the
hills, and ears heard that call in the east and west of the earth,
and the faithful cried out: “Here am I, here am I, O my Most
Exalted Lord! Here am I, here am I, O Glory of the Most Glori-
ous! Here am I, here am I, O Lord of the First and Last! Here
am I, here am I, O Possessor of the Greatest Signs! Here am I,
here am I, O Possessor of the Most Beautiful Names! Here am
I, here am I, O Possessor of the Most Exalted Example! Here
am I, here am I, O Sun rising at the zenith of heaven! Our
Lord, we have heard a Caller calling to faith, saying ‘Believe
in your Lord,” and we have believed. Our Lord, forgive us our
sins, remove from us our evil deeds, and cause us to die with
the righteous.”

2 O God, my God, send blessings upon the Primal Point and the
Most Exalted Word and the Most High Center and the Morn-
ing Sun shining forth at dawn upon all regions and districts -
the Manifestation of Thy Self, the Dawning-Place of Thy Will,
the Mine of Thy Wisdom, the Center of Thy Oneness, the
Source of Thy Singleness, the Recipients of Thy verses, the
Treasury of Thy mysteries, and the Source of Thy lights - and
upon those who followed and were attracted by His love and
were enkindled by the fire of His love and called out His name
and were martyred in His path and drank from His Salsabil as
centuries and ages roll by and eons and epochs follow one an-
other. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Compelling.

O sign of guidance! Give thanks to God that from the region of
Dahma thou hast turned to the Center of Lights, and from the
valley of mirage thou hast reached the sweet Euphrates - “this
is a cool washing-place and drink.” Thou didst see the light
of guidance in the horizon of oneness and didst hear the soul-
stirring divine call from the blessed tree in the Vale of Ayman.
Thou didst taste the honey of the love of God and drink the
cup of the knowledge of God. Now is the time to become the
companion of stranger and friend, to raise repeatedly the cry
of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!”, to open thy tongue in
supreme guidance, to make the deaf hearing, the blind seeing,
and the dumb speaking, to bring the depressed to excitement
and rapture, to cast the withered into ecstasy and joy, to make
the heedless mindful, to awaken the sleeping, to satisfy the
thirsty, to guide the lost to the path, to make the deprived
intimate, and to bestow melody upon the songless. Verily thy
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Lord will assist thee, aid thee, breathe the Holy Spirit into thy
mouth, and cause thee to speak that which will bewilder minds
with clear proofs and evidences with manifest authority. Upon
thee and upon the loved ones be glory, radiance, greetings and
praise forevermore.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ali Muhammad (Eqgypt)
Date: 1906 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received, as
was the musk that you had sent. Concerning your discourse
with Za’imu’d-Dawlih about which you wrote, truly he had
no such intention at first to record in his book accounts from
foreign narrators, but through the encouragement and instiga-
tion of certain thoughtless ones, this came to pass. No harm is
done. Such occurrences happen often in the world, and surely
the truth of the matter will eventually become clear and mani-
fest. God leaves nothing concealed, even if it becomes apparent
after a hundred thousand years.

The Cause of Christ (may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him)
remained obscure for three hundred years, and many books
and numerous works were written by the learned ones, even
the philosophers of that time, against His Holiness, and there
remained no accusation they did not make, no calumny they
did not utter, and no slander they did not allow. Even one
of the philosophers of that time wrote a book like the Tir-i-
Shihab of Haji Muhammad Karim Khan (may God forgive him
and pardon him). Among its contents was the claim that this
Christ never existed, that at one time in Jerusalem a thief was
crucified, and that Peter and Paul, after some time, conceived
the idea of establishing leadership for themselves, named that
thief Christ, and founded this religion and faith. The existence
of Christ (God forbid) was, from beginning to end, a complete
fabrication.

In brief, if you refer to history, you will observe that more than
a thousand books were written and circulated in rejection of
Christ (may the spirit of all be a sacrifice for Him). Most
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of these works were by the most eminent religious scholars of
the world. Nevertheless, after three hundred years, the blessed
countenance of Christ shone so brilliantly from the horizon of
truth that all these calumnies vanished like darkness, and of
those books, merely their names remained in religious histories.

The late Haji Muhammad Karim Khan said in his final days
that their reliance on the pure Shi’ih believers was such that
the Tir-i-Shihab would cause the followers of the Bab to turn
back and others to stay away, but the result was the opposite,
and he said this was due to the exigencies of the time.

In any case, the point is that Za’imu’d-Dawlih has not written a
refutation of this Cause: according to what has been heard, he
has written a history based on his own conjectures. Therefore,
according to the decisive text of the Blessed Beauty, we must
not pay attention to such things and must act according to that
which we are commanded, which is: “Count the oppressors as
faithful friends, consider strangers as intimates, regard enemies
as loving friends, and treat oppressors as just ones in your
regard.” This is what we are commanded to do. Moreover,
Za’imu’d-Dawlih is merely a narrator of tales and a relater of
stories - he is neither oppressive nor cruel. May God forgive
us and him in the hereafter and in this world....
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Eqypt
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou whom God hath aided with proof and demonstration!
Thine eloquent writing was observed, and thy second brief let-
ter was seen.

The books of the late Shaykh are not available here. Praise be
to God, through the efforts of Hajji Niyaz they are available
there. As for the statement of Sayyid Mahmud Alusi, it is with
Abdul-Mahdi in Aleppo - I immediately wrote requesting him
to send it.
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Regarding the matter of Browne’s history, there is an issue
mentioned therein that requires a complete and sufficient an-
swer - namely the matter of the poison which Yahya the shame-
less himself gave to the Blessed Beauty; but in order to mislead,
in Browne’s writings this abominable act is attributed to the
Manifest Beauty. Glory be to God! How oppressive become
those souls who turn away from the shadow of the Cause! This
matter requires a swift but gentle response, lest Browne fall
into opposition and increase in injustice and oppression.

As for Browne’s other issues, now is not the time to respond.
Whatever is not in accordance with truth will receive a detailed
response in due time. Please study his books after translation
and send them to this servant. If other matters also require a
swift response, please inform me.

The Center of Violation stole the history of Nabil along with
other papers from this servant through subtle means. Now he
has written a history based on it and sent it to America to be
published. Shua’, Ghulam and Jamal, sons of Javad, read it.

i Regarding the poison, I know not with what intention it was

written that it was in a coffee cup and the Blessed Beauty con-
sumed half the cup and gave the other half to his [Yahya’s| wife
to drink. Shua’ and his companions objected that this state-
ment is not permissible as it would cause confusion in minds -
for if He did not know, it contradicts divine omniscience, and
if He knew, how could He consent to give poison to another?
In any case, this matter is now disputed between the Center
of Violation and Shua’ Observe to what degree their perfec-
tions have reached - children understood the weakness of this
statement while that poor one remained unaware.

As for the matter of Riyad Effendi learning Persian, it is praise-
worthy. Give my longing greetings to Aqa Abdul-Hussein.
I hope that day by day abundant success in affairs will be
achieved and that through the efforts of Hussein Effendi his
noble son will gain proficiency in English and speak with ut-
most eloquence and fluency. I beseech God that Hussein Ef-
fendi may become the manifestation of divine confirmation and
success.

As for the Nasiriyyih treatise, it was received from the Afnan
and will be sent. The Irshad al-Awam is not available here -
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if it is truly needed we can request it from Iran. As for the
Al-Ahram newspaper, one copy was sent but there is another
copy which was previously mentioned and I told Aqa Rida to
write to you about it - request it from the printing house and
it will surely be obtained.

Convey greetings with utmost longing from this wanderer of
the horizons to Hajji Niyaz.
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To: Cora W Renner, in Philadelphia
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou seeker after Truth!

The question of the Trinity, since the time of His Holiness
Christ until now, is the belief of the Christians, and to the
present time all the learned among them are perplexed and
confounded. All have confessed that the question is beyond the
grasp of reason, for three cannot become one, nor one three.
To unite these is impossible; it is either one or three. If we
say the Essence of Divinity is divided, even in some aspects,
division is one of the necessities of the contingent world and of
generation, but the Ancient is holy (i. e., whole and indivisible).
If we say that the Trinity was originally one and was later
divided, change and transformation will be necessarily applied
to the Essence of Oneness, and change and transformation are
necessities of the contingent world and not of the Essence of
Divinity. If we say this number is Ancient, three Ancients
become necessary, and among the three some are distinguished
which are also Ancients. In this wise five Ancients are the
result, and among the five are those who are distinguished and
thus nine Ancients become necessary, and so on ad infinitum.

Thus considered, Trinity is made a necessity, although the fal-
sity of Trinity is evident. furthermore, the signs of oneness are
evident and plain in all existence. If thou shouldst gather all
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existent beings, thou wouldst be unable to find two alike in all
states and qualities; of necessity there is difference. Thus the
signs of oneness are manifest and evident in all things. How
much more is the Creator of all things!

But there are, in the Gospels, clear expressions indicative of
Trinity; among them : “The Father is in the Son and the Son is
in the Father.” As Christians did not understand the meaning
of this expression, their thoughts were scattered.

The reality of this question is as follows: Divine Oneness is
proven and He revealeth Himself in the Holy Essences. The
sun is one sun but manifesteth itself in different mirrors. If
thou lookest into the mirror and seest the manifestation of the
sun, thou wilt say, the sun is in the mirror and this sun manifest
in the mirror is the same sun of the heavens; although two suns,
yet in reality they are one. The sun hath not descended from
its high and lofty station, it hath not taken up its abode in
this mirror, but hath manifested itself therein.

i The Christ reality was like unto a pure mirror and the Sun

of Reality shone upon it from the Holy Horizon. Therefore, it
became evident that the sun is one with regard to reality but
manifesting itself in all mirrors.

This question was explained in full for Miss ..., who translated
it upon paper. Thou wilt soon learn thereof. This difficult
question in its entirety was elucidated, explained and proven.

TAB.512-514
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To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Some souls wrote letters and offered them-
selves as sacrifices for the Blessed Beauty and requested martyr-
dom. I accepted this too, but by this acceptance the outward
occurrence was not intended. Rather, the purpose was that,
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praise be to God, souls have arisen who hold as their utmost
desire the supreme martyrdom. This very state in any soul is
itself martyrdom, just as the Most Great Name (may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones) revealed a prayer in Iraq where
He states that this Soul would only be content when His head
is raised upon a spear and His pure blood is spilled upon the
dust. Then He states: “I bear witness that what I desired has
been fulfilled and has come to pass.” In short, the point is that
this state itself is martyrdom - its outward occurrence is not
essential or necessary. Furthermore, praise be to God, day by
day the Cause of God is ascending and the hand of transgres-
sion and hostility of the oppressors is gradually being cut off.
I beseech God to grant mighty confirmation to the loved ones
of God and distinguish them with special favors....
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To: Baha’is of Alexandria
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye friends of heart and soul! For some time past this wronged
one of the world hath been remiss in the writing of letters, and
of necessity this must have produced an effect upon your hearts.
The right is with you. I render justice, and I confess mine own
shortcoming. Yet ye know that shortcomings are of two kinds:
those compelled by circumstance and those born of choice. It
would seem that the deficiency of this servant hath been of the
former kind. Ye are, assuredly, aware and informed of what
manner of turmoil hath been raised up; there is no need for
further mention. Amid the violence of the waves, the multitude
of tempests, the darkness of the night, and the depth of the
sea, the regular dispatch of letters hath become impossible
and impracticable. Yet excuse, in the sight of the loved ones,
is accepted, nay rather welcomed, even as the breath of the
morning wind.

Now Jinab-i-Mahmud hath written a letter and made mention
of the friends. When I heard the names of the loved ones, I
was stirred and moved, turned my thoughts toward them, and
penned the following letter:
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O my spiritual friends! O my merciful companions! O my heav-
enly darlings! What shall I write? Whether I write about the
grace and bountiful favor of the Beloved or speak of the purity
and spiritual susceptibilities of the soul, whether I discourse
on the bread of heaven or explain the special divine gifts, all
of which pertain to the station of the people of Baha, it is nec-
essary to be brief, for to go into detail would cause hindrance
and straying away from what is essential.

My meaning is this, that the peoples of the world are asleep,
but you are awake; the learned and worldly wise are deprived,
but you are initiates; the great ones of the earth are strangers,
but you are intimate friends. They are fomenters of tyranny,
while you desire justice; they have taken the way of oppression,
while you tread the path of fidelity; they live in the utmost mal-
ice and rancor, while your hearts overflow with love for all who
dwell on earth; they are cruel, while you show compassion to all
men; they display rapacity, while you demonstrate servitude.

They are the wound and you are the healing salve; they are
the disease and you are the remedy; they are the poison and
you are the sweet nectar. They are persecution s shaft, while
you are the chieftains of loyalty; they are the fountainheads of
hate and enmity, while you are the wellsprings of tenderness
and loving-kindness. If an opening ariseth, they shed blood,
while if you find an opportunity, you sprinkle sugar and sift
musk and ambergris.

See what a difference there is in these two ways! This is none
other than the gift of the Abha Beauty, may my spirit be a
sacrifice unto Him. Upon you be salutation and praise.
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To: A C Hilbury, in Tacoma, WA
Date: 1906 ca.

My dear Friend: Pleasing and acceptable as is a person of righ-
teous actions before God’s Holy Threshold, yet deeds should
proceed from knowledge. However matchless and exquisite
may be a blind man’s handiwork, yet he himself is deprived
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of seeing it. How sorely do certain animals labour on man’s
behalf, what loads they bear for him, how greatly they con-
tribute to his ease and comfort; and yet, because they are
unaware, they enjoy no recompense for all their pains. The
clouds rain down their bounty, nurturing the plants and flow-
ers, and imparting verdure and enchantment to the plain and
prairie, the forest, and the garden; but yet, unconscious as they
are of the results and fruit of their outpourings, they win no
praise or honour, nor earn the gratitude and approbation of
any man. The lamp imparteth light, but as it hath no con-
sciousness of doing so, no one is indebted to it. This apart, a
man of righteous deeds and goodly conduct will assuredly turn
towards the Light, in whichever quarter he beholdeth it. The
point is this, that faith compriseth both knowledge and the
performance of good works.

You asked about reincarnation. Reincarnation as understood
by people is false, but in the Gospel there is reference to return,
and that return refers to qualities, not essence. A detailed
explanation is given in the Book of Certitude which has been
translated and published - study that.

As for the difference between Christ and others, Christ was
spirit while others are body; Christ was the Sun while others
are mirrors; Christ was Truth and bestowed eternal life while
others are dead and bestow lethargy and negligence.

And you asked about human spirits - they never perish but
endure. However, the spirits of godly souls attain eternal life,
meaning they reach the highest degrees of perfection, while
the spirits of heedless souls, though they endure, remain in
the realm of imperfection, veiling and ignorance. This is a
brief answer - investigate and delve deeper so you may become
fully aware of these mysteries in detail. For example, though
minerals have existence and life, compared to humans they
are utter nonexistence and deprived of life, for when humans
transition from life to death they attain mineral existence, thus
mineral life is human death. This is a brief answer.
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To: Aqa Ali (Kahl-i-Rawhani), in Baghistan
Date: 1906 ca.

O spiritual soul! From the Most Holy Court you have been
designated as a spiritual adult, and every person at this age
is at the utmost degree of reason and awareness, meaning for
every person this age is their degree of maturity and their fac-
ulties and senses are at the height of power. This title indicates
that you have attained to and achieved what is necessary and
fitting, and that supreme bounty is the Most Great Guidance.
Praise be to God that you have attained it and are firm in the
Covenant.

The contents of your letter were very sweet. You wrote about
the afflictions that befell you - that the administrator oppressed
you and harassed you without cause, confiscating funds, and
after arriving in Derakhsh that oppressor again stretched forth
the hand of aggression and seized funds. This confiscation
was an advance in the arena of sacrifice, and this loss and
damage was boundless gain. These funds would eventually be
lost anyway - now that they have been spent in this path, their
results in the glorious Kingdom are without peer or likeness.

You wrote about your noble children - for now show them
kindness as much as possible and do not look at their deeds
and actions. Act according to the divine counsels. They seek
the ornaments of the world - give to them and be kind to them,
and whenever any of them shows the slightest compatibility,
show even more consideration, so that God willing your love
may influence them.

As for the fifty tumans of Huquq that are ready, send that to
his honor Furughi in Furugh.

And if you wish to know about the events of this land - it is
all spirit and fragrance, whatever exists is pleasant, unpleas-
antness has no place here. If He bestows the pearl of bounty,
here are hearts as its shell; if the arrow of tribulation comes,
here are souls as its target. But outwardly the storm is severe -
we shall see what results it yields. Whatever exists is pleasant.
My spirit be a sacrifice in His path for tribulation, my essence
be a sacrifice in His love for cruelty, my being be a sacrifice in
turning to Him for calamities. The bitter cup must be sweet,
and the throat must long for the dagger, and the breast must
become the target for the arrow of hatred, and the liver must
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become the brazier for embers, so that the light of faithfulness
may appear and the breast find healing.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

S, ) e

MSHR4.339-340

AB01473

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! You asked about the meaning
of the blessed verse which states that ere long the assayers
of existence shall, in the marketplace of Being and before the
presence of the Adored One, accept naught but pure virtue
and deeds of stainless purity. There is no time to explain the
blessed verse in detail, so I will be brief: Nothing but God-
fearingness and pure deeds are acceptable at the threshold of
the Divine Unity. A fruitless tree is not pleasing in the sight
of the Divine Gardener. Faith is like a tree, and piety and
pure deeds are like its fruit. Today the greatest form of divine
piety is firmness in the Covenant, and pure deeds means the
conduct, actions and words of true Baha’is that conform to
divine counsels and exhortations.

As for your second question about wearing talismans and
prayers, or dissolving the Greatest Name in water and drinking
it to cure illness: if these two acts are done with complete
attention, purity of heart, sincere intention and spiritual
attraction, their effect is powerful.

Regarding your third question about fortune-telling and ge-
omancy - what people practice is purely imaginary and has
absolutely no reality.

As for your fourth question about good and bad omens, thresh-
olds, forward movement, conjunction and foreheads - meaning
the possession of living creatures - good omens bring joy and
delight while bad omens are blameworthy and cause dejection.

Regarding your fifth question: no deed in the world remains
without fruit. But deeds done with knowledge are acceptable
and complete. This means that one attains to the knowledge of
God and is enabled to perform good deeds. Nevertheless, good
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deeds performed by other souls, even if they lack knowledge,
are not without fruit. That is,
truth and deprived of knowledge - one being just and the other
unjust, one truthful and the other lying, one trustworthy and
the other treacherous, one bringing ease to humanity and the
other causing trouble and bloodshed - though both are heedless
of truth, these two persons are not equal in God’s sight. Rather,
there is an infinite difference between them.

if two souls are unaware of

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01478

To: Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Previously a letter was sent, and now too I was reminded of
you and engaged in your remembrance. I beseech God that
I may always remember you. The remembrance of friends is
auspicious to the Friend.

In brief, your services and those of Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Isma’il
are acceptable at the threshold of the Glorious Lord and are
accompanied by a great reward. Among these services was the
effort expended on behalf of the teachers, and in India the first
person who became the cause of promotion was Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyyid Isma’il who assisted the friends and showed kindness to
the wanderers. This righteous deed is confirmed by the grace
of the Forgiving Lord and brings forth abundant reward.

The Holy Land remains in its previous condition. In the great
city this matter is still under consultation as to what results it
will yield. The strangers have become strangers to the familiar
ones and have not failed in whatever they could do. They have
made every kind of false accusation and calumny. The external
enemies who united with the Covenant-breakers became their
own claimants, their own witnesses, and their own judges, for

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

olg, x &b !
W sl 3 dl y i8S Jlayl asl oy 3
§ ol s s 5Ty ol
35 Cper oL OLL L 2L L sl o)l

.\Lu LST uL> L& u\,e-\!» ol | s
2950 5 Jsate S uJ o{); 233 Jers!
y):{@ub.\,‘dz)\‘}ff-b
Mdj\uwuﬁjw\wﬁw
8 5y Jel o BT Olr a2 07 L
358 Glp OBl 5 catlay OLL Caslas
S s o5t Oy bk b3 e MO

ST
oS tade ys ol o e o)
A2 el b Sl pshe 53 8T ) S
e Wdlg ad] H8 oLkl | oK,
ol s J.::) qu(-) \J«s\ Jeb s o) dayE
Ndd Fde s e 0Ll | S o
5 Gowle L 2655 5wl ss
)Jqsfuw.édb\)\\)))»\tbw;)\}

39


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/abdul-baha-faith-and-works/
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA2/ma2-305.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-8.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-30.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-363.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-72.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-335.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-335.html

ot

Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

ABO01550

the officials who arrived investigated all matters from them,
and they carried out whatever their nature and disposition
required.

However, the Protector and Helper of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the
Aid and Supporter of this helpless one is the Glorious Lord.
The more they practice deception and hypocrisy, the more we
increase our trust and devotion, and the more they rise up
with great deceit, the more we bow our heads in resignation
and acceptance. Praise be to God, we are aflame with love for
that Beloved of the horizons and are burned moths. We desire
to sacrifice our lives and seek fulfillment in sacrificing ourselves,
and we beseech God that the end may become the beginning
of favors.

; In any case, I hope that the Spiritual Assembly of Rangoon

will be radiant and become like the highest paradise, delightful,
and that the talks and utterances in that gathering will become
sweet, and that they will always consult and deliberate on the
exaltation of the Word of God, and you should resort to every
possible means so that the light of truth may shine in that
country and the guidance of God may raise its banner.

And upon you and your blessed son and all those related, both
men and women, be the Glory of God and His praise forever

G2 S Okb Sl slatic 6 O

AR

B w;ﬁm‘MﬁJJMQQJ
588 O cd Mo oy O g
(ﬂj‘“ S J{ij.lﬁ-’“:uj.)fj el
Loy o b tile o3 e S0 of1
a3yl gl *aly s 3| Sl
Ny g dl K Qlsle s e)ls Glils
SN 226 Olal) s § ol s
.}J;/

o5y 055, dlesy Jaz & eolsl b
Cﬂjsjsﬁwadl%.\zb),\,ﬂ{
Slel 55 o)ly2 5 355 o5 el 5 ik
s s U ad Opde Al WK
551 81 g\c Al Sulds g il

il 8y dadl SUE e, She
soadl al ) &l dl ST ol

and ever. SlasYl
BRL_ATE#112x BRL_ DAK#0374, MMK5#019 p.011x,
MSHR5.388bx, QT108.081

To: Foster, L Wilson et al., in Chicago
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye dwellers of the Kingdom!

Thank ye God that ye have turned your faces toward the King-
dom of ABHA, and are yearning for the outpouring of the Ex-
alted Realm. Ye are accepted in the Threshold of the True
One and are chosen by the Most Great Guidance!

Ye have asked regarding the word of the “Ransomed Ones.”
The mystery of “Ransom” (or Sacrifice) is a most great subject
and is inexhaustible.
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Briefly it is as follows: The moth is a sacrifice to the candle.
The spring is a sacrifice to the thirsty one. The sincere lover is a
sacrifice to the loved one and the longing one is a sacrifice to the
beloved. The point lies in this: He must wholly forget himself,
become a wanderer (in the Abode of the Beloved) enamoured
with His Tresses. He must consign to oblivion the body and
soul, the life, comfort and existence. He must seek the good
pleasure of the True One; desire the Face of the True One; and
walk in the Path of the True One. He must become intoxicated
with His Cup, resigned in His Hand and close the eyes to life
and living, in order that he may shine like unto the Light of
Truth from the Horizon of Eternity. This is the first station of
sacrifice.

The second station of sacrifice is as follows: Man must become
severed from the human world, be delivered from the contin-
gent gloominess, the illumination of mercifulness must shine
and radiate in him, the nether world become as non-existent
and the Kingdom become manifest. He must become like unto
the iron thrown within the furnace of fire. The qualities of
iron, such as blackness, coldness and solidity which belong to
the earth disappear and vanish while the characteristics of fire,
such as redness, glowing and heat, which belong to the King-
dom become apparent and visible. Therefore, iron hath sacri-
ficed its qualities and grades to the fire, acquiring the virtues
of that element.

Likewise, when the souls are released from the fetters of the
world, the imperfections of mankind and the animalistic dark-
ness, and have stepped into the Realm of Abstraction, have
partaken a share from the outpouring of the Placeless and have
acquired lordly perfections, they are the “ransomed ones” (or
the martyrs) of the Sun of Truth, who are hastening to the
altar of heart and soul.
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To: Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi, in Tthran
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Your letter was answered before. It is
strange that it has not yet arrived. Praise God that you have
been delivered from the darkest gloom and have been illumined
by the light of Baha’u’llah. Call your relatives to the shore of
the sea of holiness with utmost love and kindness. Associate
with them in perfect fellowship and gently remind them that
the Bab (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) has explicitly
stated: “Beware, beware lest thou be veiled by the Vahid of
the Bayan or by what was revealed in the Bayan.”

2 He states that in the Manifestation of “Him Whom God shall

make manifest” you should not be veiled by the Vahid of the
Bayan - and the Vahid of the Bayan refers to the Bab Himself
and the eighteen Letters of the Living. Similarly He states not
to be veiled by what was revealed in the Bayan. That is, do not
consider whether the Vahid of the Bayan believes or not, and
do not use what is in the Bayan as proof. Rather, recognize
that Essence of Reality for His own sake, and believe - whether
the Vahid of the Bayan believes or not, whether what is in the
Bayan corresponds or not. Observe how He rent asunder the
veils and left no excuse for anyone.

3 Now the light of Baha’uw’llah has illumined East and West and
set the world of creation in motion. Despite this, is it fitting
for those who consider themselves believers in the Primal Point
(may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) to remain veiled from this
mighty Cause? What a pity, a hundred pities, that they should
be deprived of these endless bounties. That Most Great Sea
will soon send forth a wave that will cast all these foam-flecks
to the shore. Before this inevitable event, souls must become
aware and take shelter in the sheltering shade of the Tree of
Divine Unity.

Convey most glorious greetings to the mother and also to the
honored wife. I beseech God to immerse the deceased brother
Aqa Rida in the ocean of forgiveness and to keep and protect
Aqga Hasan and Khadijih in the cave of His preservation and
protection.
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AB01722

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou favored maid-servant of God!

Thy letter was received . Thou has expressed joy on account of
thy visit to the friends in Chicago. I also yearn to visit them.
At the time when ye were assembled in the house of Mrs...,
Abdul-Baha was also present with heart and soul.

I hope that thou mayest become an incarnation of love and an
embodiment of spirit and personification of kindness and that
thou mayest progress day by day in the spiritual attributes
through the Beauty of ABHA.

Convey respectful greeting on my behalf to the dear and kind
maid-servant of God, the assured leaf, ... Behold thou how
attracted and enkindled she is! Love and have great consider-
ation for the attracted maid-servant of God, ... Exercise the
utmost affection and kindness toward the dear maid-servant of
God, ...

O thou maid-servant of God! No one hath any way to the Re-
ality of Deity except through the Instrumentality of the Mani-
festation. To suppose so is a theory and not a fact.

Convey greeting on my behalf to ... and say: “If thou art
desiring the refulgent light, add to thy love for God. If thou
art begging for the breaths of the Holy Spirit, become thou
engaged in the commemoration of the Beauty of ABHA. If
thou art seeking everlasting glory, choose humility in the path
of the True One. If thou art aspiring to eternal life, sacrifice
thy soul in the way of God.”

Announce my love and affection to the attracted maid-servant

. and say: “Every eye which is weeping for the sake of the
love of God is blessed; every ear which is hearing the divine
call is blessed. Then may thine eyes flow with the tears of joy
because of the coruscation of the fire of the heart and may thy
soul and thy spirit be attracted to the Beauty of the Beloved.”

Show forth kindness on my behalf to the maid-servants of the
Merciful whom thou hast mentioned by name in thy letter and
impart to them the glad-tidings of the Kingdom.
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Give especial greeting to ... and say: “There lie glorious mean-
ings in the word “Allaho-ABHA”. T hope thou wilt discover
those significances.”

TAB.214-215, BSC.484 #925x

ABO01833

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou herald of the Covenant! Though like the morning
breeze thou wanderest and roamest through mountain and
desert, yet it is hoped that thou wilt measure out a cup to
the thirsty ones, show forth the light of the Most Great Guid-
ance, guide them to the fountain of the water of life, and lead
them into the realm of the Kingdom. This is eternal life in this
world of perpetual death.

O loving friend! Every melody becomes silent except the song
and voice of the divine ones, and every ocean ceases from surge
and roar except the sea of love and affection of the merciful
ones.

Concerning what thou didst write about several individuals
from the Sikh community, that one of them is very attracted
and enkindled but fears the reproach and censure of kith and
kin - in the Qur’an it states “the blame of the blamer shall
not delay them from God.” God willing, it shall be so. Hakim
Sana’i says:

“None may approach that well-belov’d who harboreth his own
desire;

None may embrace that beauteous form who’s burdened with
his own attire!

Either go like women, choose paint and perfume,

Or like men step forth and cast thy ball in the field.”

But one must be patient - “Lord! Lay not upon us that for
which we have no strength!”

Say to that person who owns the newspaper: Open thine ears
in all directions - from where is the divine call raised? Is it
raised from the East or from the West? Is it raised from the
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North or from the South? By the life of the friends, it is raised
from ‘Akkal

God willing, some of the American friends will be encouraged,
as per your request, to travel to India. Whatever is sent from
Rangoon for your necessary expenses is all accepted at the
Divine Threshold. I hope that the contributor becomes a man-
ifestation of bounty and blessing.

In any case, O Mahmud, strive that some free souls in that
country may become prepared and the Cause of God may be
established in that vast region. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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ABO01815

To: Mr St-John, in London
Date: 1906 ca.

O well-wisher of Britain! Your letter arrived and your char-
itable intentions became known. Unity and concord are the
source of life, and discord the source of death. All creation,
as you see, has come into being through the union of individ-
ual essences, and when discord appears and union dissolves,
it must necessarily be destroyed. Of course the union of the
British Isles will bring about progress and the attainment of
general happiness.

However, I desire that you should heighten your endeavour and
elevate your goals: that you should wish for the harmony and
unity of the human race and seek concord among all nations
and governments; that you should view the whole world as you
do the British Isles, see the whole earth as one homeland, be a
well-wisher of all and seek unity and concord for all. The North
Pole star illuminates the northern regions, and the South Pole
star gives light to the southern regions, but you should be like
the star at the Equator, that is to say, the sun shining in all
directions. Shed light upon the south, north, east and west and
become the cause of the illumination of the world of humanity.
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His Holiness Baha'u’llah says: “It is not his to boast who loveth
his country, but it is his who loveth the world.”

The Lord of All Worlds has created one earth and related all to
one another; He has built one house and given it to all to live
in. But human beings in the nations of the world have, like
dogs, made imaginary divisions in this field. Each prevents
the other from overstepping these divisions and thus conflicts
arise, even though the field is one field, without any divisions
or partitions.

I hope that you will be among those who serve the world of hu-
manity and who think about the betterment of the whole earth,
so that East and West, and South and North, may embrace,
and dissension and strife may disappear altogether. Upon you
be salutation and praise.
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AB01843

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O cherished memorial of that longtime friend of mine! What-
ever you had written was considered with utmost care. Since
the election of a general Spiritual Assembly is not possible or
feasible at present, there is no choice now but to make do. To
the extent possible, an assembly must be arranged that will
attend to necessary matters and all the friends will accept its
decisions wholeheartedly. This is difficult without authority,
and until authority is established nothing will be accomplished
and time will be wasted.

Therefore it appears that the Hands of the Cause, upon them
be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and several wise and unbi-
ased friends should gather and name eighty-one distinguished
believers. Then divide those souls into groups of nine. Each
group of nine should gradually gather in a location and elect
one person. Then those nine elected ones should join with
the Hands of the Cause to establish a Spiritual Assembly, and
all the friends should obey and submit to that Assembly and
serve it and strive to uphold its authority. No one should have
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the ability to utter a word of objection. ‘Abdu’l-Baha will also
strive with heart and soul to uphold that Assembly’s authority.

Since the Hands of the Cause of God attained this honor in the
blessed days, therefore showing them consideration and respect
is obligatory upon all. Thus in that Spiritual Assembly, which
is a temporary body until the prescribed assembly is formed,
the Hands of the Cause of God are permanent members. With-
out this approach, the necessary authority will not be achieved.
And in this period all matters must be accomplished through
willing acceptance, not through command and independence.

The members of the Spiritual Assembly are highly respected
by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, to such a degree that I will not deviate from
their opinion, will confirm all their decisions, and will not give
my own opinion. This is the reality of the situation and what
the time requires.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12182

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O friends of the Lord of Unity! His honor Ali Haydar, upon him
be the Glory of God, was in the days of God a manifestation
of favor and a dawning-place of the light of guidance. He was a
believer and one assured in faith, and he stood firm in service.
The Blessed Beauty showed him great consideration. After the
Ascension also he remained firm and steadfast in the Covenant
and exerted his utmost effort in service to the Cause of the
Desired One, until with the utmost longing and ecstasy he was
attracted to the Abha Kingdom and hastened to the vicinity
of the Most Great Mercy.

Since he is near to the threshold of the All-Glorious, there-
fore ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is to visit the resting-place of that
pure soul. Although I am present in spirit, yet 1 also long to
visit physically. Therefore the Spiritual Assembly of Tehran
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should designate certain souls who, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
should go with the utmost joy and fragrance on either the fifth
of Jamadiyu’l-Avval or on the twenty-eighth of Sha’ban, the
sacred day, to visit that musk-scented resting-place and recite
the Tablet of Visitation.

Similarly, for the twenty-eighth of Sha’ban, nine persons should
be chosen who will proceed from Tehran with the utmost humil-
ity and lowliness to the city of Qum and, on my behalf, visit the
honored Prince Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih Manuchihr Khan, may
he rest in peace. For that noble soul, despite his position of
wealth, rank and power, was not deprived of the fragrances of
humility, lowliness and self-effacement. In the days when His
Holiness the Exalted One (may my spirit be a sacrifice unto
Him) was in Isfahan, he arose to protect and safeguard Him.
His Holiness spoke well of him, and likewise the Blessed Beauty
(may my spirit be a sacrifice unto His loved ones) showed him
consideration.

Therefore that soil is sacred, that resting-place is perfumed,
that tomb is a celestial palace. One should visit it and in that
place supplicate to God for one’s needs. Assuredly, because
of the honor he holds at the threshold of God, the grace of
divine favor will encompass all. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB01947

To: Muntazimul-Hukama, in Beirut
Date: 1906 ca.

O spiritual physician! Praise be to God that you have dis-
covered the supreme antidote and obtained perfect health and
strength from the divine elixir. When your constitution at-
tained equilibrium, spiritual powers achieved their utmost per-
fection and you uncovered the mysteries of numbers, especially
the correspondence of “Lord of the Gate” with the Blessed
Name - this correspondence is most praiseworthy. Likewise
the correspondence of “Bahiyy’u’l-Abha” with the Most Great
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Name according to the terminology of the previous Dispensa-
tion is very fitting, and this is an inspiration from God. How-
ever, if you would change “Qabil’ut-Tawb” to “Qalib’ut-Tawb”
it would be sweeter and more fitting.

2 In any case, I hope that day by day you will increase in attrac-
tion to the Beauty of God and in being set ablaze with the fire
of the love of God. This praise is the essence of truth and this
error is the reality of what is right. As for the poems, they
were eloquent, articulate, original and sweet. Therefore, loose
your speaking tongue and demonstrate a white hand in prais-
ing and extolling the Lord of the Gate, and make manifest the
clear serpent.

Guidance should be such that one discovers the truth through
heavenly books and rational proofs, and acknowledges and con-
fesses the manifestation of Him Who conversed on Sinai. This
is the station where He says: “We have removed from thee thy
veil, and piercing is thy sight this Day.” Through the removal
of the veil this bounty is attained - there is no intermediary.
This station of manifestation and effulgence is from the sta-
tion of “its oil would almost glow though no fire touched it.”
The refinement of the oil of capacity increases and without the
touch of fire it becomes ignited.

And verily I bear witness that thou hast traversed the hills and
valleys, crossed the desert, reached the Sacred House, attained
the Goal, and circumambulated the Praiseworthy Sanctuary. I
beseech God that thy talent may flow abundantly and thy po-
etry may become like pure water and heavenly rain, streaming
from the spring of nature, and that divine inspirations may fol-
low one after another. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB01995

To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1906 ca.

O distinguished learned one! A noble message, nay rather a
clear book, has reached me which speaks the truth in sincere
devotion and guides to righteousness. In it are the secrets
of love that stir in hearts. By my life, my eyes were cooled
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by reading those words of firm foundation, and my breast was
gladdened by discovering those verses of longing with wondrous
meanings. I praised God for illumining hearts, purifying souls,
and bringing rest to spirits through a universal outpouring
sanctified from forms. I beseech Him to make you a sign of
guidance among humanity and a banner of bounty waving over
the heads of the wise.

As for what you found favorable regarding the publication of a
monthly magazine in Arabic and Persian to be distributed in
various lands - wisdom does not require this at present unless
it be purely scientific and literary, not containing a word of
political articles or news. I beseech God to make you divine,
not political. This befits your station for it is eternally estab-
lished and everlasting in effect. Scientific matters should be
confined to what benefits people, not matters that are mere
words leading only to dispute - specifically theology, mathe-
matics, natural philosophy and material arts, so that people
may benefit from them. Likewise at this time it is not per-
mitted to address matters that lead to religion, as this would
raise an outcry from the heedless who will not awaken from
their sleep but rather increase in obstinacy and vain imagin-
ings. However, the promotion of beneficial sciences including
divine philosophy and natural philosophy is praiseworthy and
acceptable at all times. The Great and Distinguished Law-
giver has clearly stated in the mighty text that the arts are the
greatest ladder for reaching the highest paradise.

As for establishing a printing press when opportunity permits
in the beloved homeland, this is a matter left to the future.
We have sent the reply to your dear friend Sheikh Muhyi’d-
Din Sabri which is enclosed herewith. Upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Tvughli
Date: 1906 ca.

O dear friend! Regarding the sending of books, I wrote a letter
previously, and a few days ago I also sent a letter through Abul-
Fadl regarding this matter. I hope they will arrive. And now,
since Mr. Sayfullah was departing, it became necessary to
write again.

Indeed, this service - namely obtaining and sending books -
was important because the pen of oppression of every unjust
one galloped in the field of rejection against the One of Hidden
Favors, and those numerous books took on written form. Al-
though in the eyes of those with insight, the contents of those
pages are nonsense and their meanings are children’s games,
yet to the ignorant, words of unbelief are like faith - they can-
not distinguish right from left, nor separate the worthless from
the valuable. Therefore the rabble become joyful and delighted
at the sound of rogues, imagining it to be bird songs that per-
plex minds and consciousness.

Thus it became necessary that an articulate response, a clear
exposition, and a brilliant proof be established against the caw-
ing of the cawer. And you were the cause of those books reach-
ing where needed, and praise be to God, His Holiness Abul-
Fadl is engaged in writing, and soon a clear response will be
written.

Although the Blessed Beauty with the Most Exalted Pen in
the Most Glorious Kingdom wrote a convincing response to
Muhammad Khan - a response that cut off his tongue and
made his speech mute forever, never to be heard from again -
nevertheless I hope that through this service you will brighten
your countenance, burn away the veils of the ignorant, melt
them with the fire of the love of God, endure hardships and
difficulties, play a sweet melody in those regions, and make all
the friends joyous, delighted and enamored.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO02101

To: Joseph H Hannen, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art advancing to the Kingdom of God!

What thou hast written became evident and what thou hast
heard from Mirza ... regarding the necessity of many teach-
ers in America, is true. I have said so. Indeed, there is need
of a thousand teachers, each one severed from the world, at-
tracted by the Holy Spirit in the Supreme Concourse and joyful
through the Kingdom of God and in perfect sanctity, holiness
and sufficiency.

This matter of teachers requires the greatest condition; that
is, they should never stain themselves with the world, they
should not look for the least pecuniary reward from any soul;
nay, rather they should bear the utmost poverty and with the
perfect wealth of nature, through the bounty of God, may they
associate with the people. They should seek no reward nor
recompense. Freely have thy received, freely should they give.
His Holiness Christ sayeth: “When ye leave the city, clean off
from your shoes the dust thereof.” The holiness of the teachers
must reach this degree. Thus may they utter with eloquence,
while in ecstasy and great joy, and guide the people to the
manifest light.

If this be the endeavor, strive with life and heart and guide
the people to the Kingdom of God, lead them to the straight
pathway, inform them of the greatness and magnitude of this
Cause and give them the glad-tidings through the bounty of
divine providence and the revelation of the Sun of Truth in
this great age.

Convey my greeting to the advancing maid-servant of God [thy
wife], and say to her: “O maid-servant of God! Seek whilst
thou canst the life eternal and wish for everlasting glory in the
divine world.”

Embrace twice thy children, and give my greeting to the maid-
servant of God, thy mother.

Thy name is Joseph. Let thy title be Bahai.

TAB.359-360
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A few days ago a let-
ter was written through Aqa Siyyid Sadiq. Now that your
letter has arrived, I am writing this letter again so that you
may know how close and near you are at the Divine Threshold
and how beloved and dear you are to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. You have
caused the names of the bird of the garden of faithfulness who
ascended to God and attained to the Most Glorious Kingdom,
the possessor of manifest grace, Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali, and the men-
tion of the servant of the Twin Shining Lights who attained the
presence of his Lord in the seat of truth, Aqa Ghulam-Husayn,
to become known and renowned once again, for you made a
contribution to the edifice of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar on their
behalf. Those two righteous souls found joy and gladness in
the Kingdom of mysteries because of this deed, that praise be
to God, that kind friend arose in faithfulness and made an of-
fering and contribution in this station on our behalf. Would
that all friends in the world were like you, who do not forget
their companion and associate.

> Regarding the charitable company about which you wrote,
truly Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah and Jinab-i-Musavvir-
i-Rahmani and others have shown boundless effort in this
matter. I beseech God for confirmation and success, that
through the company’s endeavors teachers may be appointed
with utmost speed and set out on their journeys soon, and that
this company may yield influence and fruit. Convey greetings
and praise and glory and light from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Jinab-i-
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn and Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad and
Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Mahmud, these most excellent friends, and
likewise to the handmaiden of God drawn near, the assured
leaf, their mother. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd
Date: 1906 ca.

O leaf attracted by the fragrances of God! Your letter was read
and recited with utmost grief and sorrow. It had a profound
effect and ignited a fire in the heart. Truly you are oppressed
and in God’s path the target of the arrow of calamity and
pierced by the dart of cruelty. Every oppressed one weeps for
your oppression and every sorrowful one begins lamentation
and moaning for your sorrow. Whatever cry and wail you
make, you have the right.

But if you consider carefully, you are oppressed in the Baha’i
path and afflicted in the way of that Peerless Beloved. There-
fore be patient and enduring, do not weep, do not lament. The
Concourse on High is saddened by your sorrow and the hand-
maidens of the Lord are grieved by your affliction. These days
will pass. I hope that means of happiness will be provided. You
are never forgotten and never leave my thoughts. Moment by
moment I remember you and seek the grace and mercy of the
Lord for you.

The poetry was in the utmost eloquence and excellence, and
the content was very pleasing and delightful. Truly you are
the sister of that loving Warqa and sister of that composer of
pearls and jewels. I hope that in the realm of the Kingdom
you will be joyful and it is certain that you will be successful.

Caress the children on my behalf with utmost kindness. Give
glad tidings of divine paradise to Rudvaniyyih the writer of
letters. Give the good news of the love of God to Aga Mirza
Habibullah. Make Mirza Vajihullah familiar with attention to
truth. The handmaiden of God Farah-Angiz is very dear. The
verse that Mirza Vajihullah composed was very sweet.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn nephew of Mirza Ali Khan
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art faithful in the Covenant! Though thy kith and
kin have cast thee out from among them, in reality thou art the
sole one among thy relatives to be a loved and honoured servant
of God. This is the bountiful recompense for the torments thou
hast suffered and the good reward for all the pain thou hast
endured. Grieve not nor begrudge them anything and do not
grow bitter, for after some time those very souls who have
rejected thee will reclaim their relationship with thee and even
thine enemies will noise abroad their friendship with thee and
their love how much more thy kith and kin. This cruelty will
come to kindness in the end and these bitter dregs will be
transformed to the pure crystalline stream from which thou
shalt assuredly drink.

Thus hath it ever been. The owner of the slave Bilal used
to beat him with great violence, saying, “Why dost thou
shout about thy love for Muhammad?” Eventually one of the
Prophet’s disciples purchased the slave’s freedom and soon
afterwards his original owner took credit for the fact, saying:
“See that Bilal? He first mentioned the name of Muhammad
in my house.”

Now consider what shall come to pass for thee. Erelong shalt
thou see a great transformation occurring in thy family. Every
one of thy relations will claim precedence in his belief and every
stranger will take pride in knowing thee and say he is thy kith
and kin.

So conduct thyself with the utmost love and long-sufferance
towards thy relatives, show kindliness and forbearance to thy
family. Do not draw away from them or take umbrage; do
not become alienated and sad. But persevere, rather, and be
patient. The end belongs to those who are patient. This is our
duty in this divine dispensation. We should show the utmost
love, love from the bottom of our hearts, even to those who
hate us, how much more so our close relatives
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To: Edea Marie Santort, in Paris

Date: 1906 ca.

O thou dear maidservant of Baha! b 22 xS &)

Thy kind mother, like unto a bird whose nest is on some lofty
height, hath winged her flight towards her heavenly home in
the Abha Kingdom. Be not then afflicted; neither weep nor
grieve, neither sigh nor lament. For she hath hastened from
this dark and narrow world to a realm of light and purity;
hath ascended from this world of limitation to the illimitable
expanse of the celestial realm. Escaping from this mortal plain,
she hath soared towards the presence of her Lord, hath heard
her praises uttered by the Concourse on High, hath tasted the
sweetness of reunion, and hath gazed upon the countenance of
her Beloved. Is it then permissible, O gentle maidservant, to
mourn and sorrow, to be consumed with grief by reason of this
separation?

Humbly and fervently ‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicateth the All-
Glorious Horizon, beseeching forgiveness for iniquity, implor-
ing pardon for transgression. Do thou likewise seek forgiveness,
and show forth steadfastness in this trial and affliction, that
thou mayest rid thyself of these bonds, and make thy dear
mother happy in the Abha Kingdom. For in that world the
veil is torn asunder and one becometh immersed in an ocean
of feeling and perception. Thy loving mother perceiveth the
condition of her daughter and, rejoicing in her fortitude and
patience, experienceth felicity in the eternal realm. Beware,
beware of shedding tears, for then the happiness of thy mother
will be changed to sadness and affliction.

What greater bounty could there be than this? Thy mother
hath hastened to a world sanctified above the reach of human
understanding, and hath been delivered from all sorrow, vex-
ation, hardship, trouble, and misfortune. Ere this she was a
captive in the fetters of material attachments; now she is estab-
lished upon the throne of joy. Ere this she was a prisoner in
the bond of this ephemeral world; now, like unto the birds of
holiness, she hath winged her flight unto the realm of freedom.

5 Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Bagir Khan from Isfahan, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

O you servant of God! You have experienced severe hardships
and endured great difficulties. Praise God that you were wor-
thy and deserving of this gift - to be the target of punishment
in the path of the Divine Unity. All people, without exception,
are targets for the arrows of destiny and objects of the darts
of tribulation. The Turkish poet has said:
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Consider the Emperor of Russia, who was the greatest of

monarchs with drums and cymbals - see how he became
despondent and his entire royal family became intimate
companions with blood-stained hearts. And likewise other
nobles and chiefs - each one’s turn comes. The point is that
the foremost people of the world are kings, and when kings
are thus subjugated, consider then the condition of others.
But the difference is this: worldly people are afflicted in the
path of passion and desire, with hearts and souls withered
and frozen. Each becomes the target of tribulation and suffers
pain and cruelty, and you too are a target of the arrows of
tribulation - but this is in the path of the Most Glorious
Beauty while that is in the way of self and passion. See what
a difference in paths - from where to where!

The point is that one must be grateful for tribulations that
come, for they are in the path of the Beloved, not for the self,
and in love for the Rose, not attachment to clay. I hope that
your illustrious sons will remain protected and preserved in the
cave of the protection and shelter of my Most Exalted Lord,
and that a ray from the light of guidance will shine upon the
sight and insight of their mother. This is not difficult for God.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

Date: 1906 ca.

...Regarding events and occurrences, if you ask, it is the same
as was written before - some of the unfair ones among the
Covenant-breakers and officers made pure fabricated reports
to His Majesty the Sultan. A committee composed of several
officials was appointed to investigate. They went directly to
the enemies, the helpers of the Covenant-breakers, and inves-
tigated from them, and whatever they heard they confirmed.
They returned, until royal justice determines what to do and
imperial scrutiny decides what course to take. And in truth
the matter is in God’s hands and those below cannot bring
benefit or harm to themselves.

2 It has always been thus - if accusations and calumnies did not
arise, no innocent one would ever be caught. Christ (may the
spirit of the worlds be sacrificed for Him) would not have fallen
into the hands of the Jews, and the Lord of Martyrs (may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him) would not have fallen into the
hands of the bloodthirsty army in Karbala, the oppressed and
subdued Master would not have been wronged, and Zachariah
would not have been sawn asunder, and so on for the rest.

But we, praise be to God, are loyal to the government and
steadfast in service, well-wishers of the nation and kind to all
peoples. We speak nothing but good words and pursue noth-
ing but the path of friendship and peace and truth and righ-
teousness, and seek nothing but the comfort of creation and
tranquility of humanity and God’s good pleasure....
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was received and
its contents noted. Praise be to God, it indicated the love of
the friends and their steadfastness in the Covenant and Tes-
tament. This glad-tiding brought joy and was a mighty proof
of the confirmations of the Divine Unity. Today the friends
of God must strive to remain firm in the Covenant, and this
cannot be accomplished through words alone - deeds and con-
duct are required. Therefore the friends must arise with the
utmost trustworthiness, sincerity, goodwill, love, faithfulness
and gratitude to their masters. And if they should commit
any wrong or breach of trust, that error and sin will have been
committed against God Himself.

Convey my longing greetings to Aqa Mirza Yusuf Khan and
Aga Mirza Fadlu’llah Kandi and Aqga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Karim
Khan and say: Sincerity shown to that honored person is sin-
cerity shown to me, and love and service rendered to him is love
and service rendered to me. Indeed, observing the rights that
great leaders have over their followers is one of the characteris-
tics of the pure ones. Through divine assistance and grace you
must serve in such a way that the supreme lady and the most
exalted nobles will be completely satisfied. Likewise convey my
message to Mirza Sadiq Rashti and say: You must act in such
a way as to bring joy to the supreme lady and make it clear
that the friends of God are friends indeed, not strangers - they
are arrows of faithfulness, not arrows of cruelty. Therefore this
is what is hoped from you - that you will serve in such a way
as to make it evident to all that the nature of the Baha’is is
kneaded with truth and sincerity, and that the disposition of
those firm in the Covenant is created with trustworthiness and
religiosity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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AB02184

To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1906

O ye children of the Kingdom!

It is New Year; that is to say, the rounding of the cycle of the
year. A year is the expression of a cycle (of the sun); but now
is the beginning of a cycle of Reality, a New Cycle, a New Age,
a New Century, a New Time and a New Year. Therefore it is
very Blessed.

I wish this blessing to appear and become manifest in the faces
and characteristics of the believers, so that they, too, may be-
come a new people, and having found new life and been bap-
tized with fire and spirit, may make the world a new world, to
the end that the old earth may disappear and the new earth
appear; old ideas depart and new thoughts come; old garments
be cast aside and new garments put on; ancient politics whose
foundation is war be discarded and modern politics founded
on peace raise the standard of victory; the new star shine and
gleam and the new sun illumine and radiate; new flowers bloom,
the new spring become known; the new breeze blow; the new
bounty descend; the new tree give forth new fruit; the new
voice become raised and this new sound reach the ears, that
the new will follow the new, and all the old furnishings and
adornments be cast aside and new decorations put in their
places.

I desire for you all that you will have this great assistance
and partake of this great bounty, and that in spirit and heart
you will strive and endeavor until the world of war become the
world of peace; the world of darkness the world of light; satanic
conduct be turned into heavenly behavior; the ruined places
become built up; the sword be turned into the olive branch;
the flash of hatred become the flame of the love of God and
the noise of the gun the voice of the Kingdom; the soldiers of
death the soldiers of life; all the nations of the world one nation;
all races as one race; and all national anthems harmonized into
one melody.

Then this material realm will be Paradise, the earth Heaven,
and the world of Satan become the world of Angels.
TAB.038-040, BSC.475 #899x, SW_v02#01 p.010-011, SW_v04#16 p.266,
SW__v08#01 p.009, CHH.217-218, BLO_ PN#022
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To: Aqga Shaykh Muhammad Hashim Aqa, in Masjid Bardi
Date: 1906 ca.

Praise be to Him Who illumined the highest horizon with
the brilliant light of the Sun of Truth upon all regions, and
showered upon existence the outpouring of bounty, and man-
ifested Himself upon all beings through the outpouring of the
All-Merciful, whereby the realities of contingent beings were
attracted, aroused, ignited, thunderstruck, inflamed, harmo-
nized, anticipated, and received abundance from those effects
and were illumined by those lights, and submitted and were
humbled before the Lord of clear signs openly and manifestly.
And the brilliant light from the Supreme Concourse, with greet-
ings and praise, be upon the Most Great Word which encom-
passes all the Most Beautiful Names, flowing from the supreme
realms upon the attracted realities which are moved by the
breaths of God and which speak in praise of the Most Glori-
ous Beauty and upon whosoever is illumined by His light and
attracted by His manifestation forever and ever.

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! You had asked about vol-
untary prayers, recommended practices, invocations and pre-
scribed litanies. In this Dispensation, there are only the pre-
scribed obligatory prayers. As for litanies, invocations, vol-
untary and recommended prayers that are not obligatory -
while the recitation of any prayer after the obligatory prayer is
beloved and acceptable, there is no specific requirement. And
as for self-perfection in this Dispensation, it is not dependent
upon spiritual exercises, seclusion and isolation. Rather, it
depends upon detachment and attraction to God, divine at-
tributes, acquisition of heavenly knowledge, refinement of con-
duct, and adorning the heart with the breaths of the Lord of
Mysteries - this has been and will always be the case. The
rules and principles of spiritual exercises that existed before
have been entirely abrogated. This is the truth, and after
truth there is nothing but manifest error. And upon you be
greeting and praise.
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To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou maid-servant of God!

Thy detailed letter was perused. On account of the multitude
of occupations and work, a brief answer is written. This brief
Tablet is most significant. Thou art forever in my memory and
in reality thou art present. Thou art never forgotten!

Blessed is thy state that thou art firm in the Covenant and
steadfast in the Cause of God. Rest thou assured of the bounty
and providence of the Heavenly Lord. Be thou rejoiced! Be
thou a merciful being! Be thou illumined! Associate with
all the maid-servants of the Merciful with utmost love and
kindness, also with other women of the world.

I have prayed for the outpouring of the blessing upon those
souls for whom thou hast asked supplication of the Holy Spirit
(in their behalf). I hope that they may become quickened
through the breeze of life wafting from the garden of immortal-
ity and be gladdened with utmost happiness and joy. But the
capacity is necessary for the descent of rain, and preparation
of soil is of great importance. The heavenly outpouring will
develop from the pure ground roses and hyacinths. We also
hope that such things will appear from them.

Convey my respectful greeting to the attracted maid-servant
of God... I am always engaged in her remembrance, beseeching
for her merciful gifts from the Heavenly Father. Utmost bounty
is extended toward her.

Exert thyself in studying the Persian language in order that
with perfect eloquence and fluency thou mayest talk, read and
write.

Know thou the value of ... for she hath an illumined heart and
a soul gladdened with the love of God. She hath presented
herself at this blessed Spot, hearing the utterances of Abdul-
Baha with her own ears. Blessed is she, and again, blessed is
she!

TAB.209-210
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To: Khudadad Jamshid Rahmatabadi
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of the Divine Threshold! The letter which you had
written to His Honor Javad was noted. It was not a letter - it
was a bouquet of flowers and fragrant herbs of the love of God.
A sweet fragrance reached our nostrils and the hearts of the
friends of God were made happy and joyful that, praise be to
God, through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty, the
survivors of the martyrs, despite their utter oppression, are in
the utmost spirit and fragrance.

Those blessed souls are the remembrances of the martyrs at
the altar of love, and each one is dearer to ‘Abdu’l-Baha than
heart and soul. The friends of God in all lands should take
pride and glory in serving these oppressed ones, for this is the
greatest means of drawing near to the Divine Threshold.

From the news of the continuation of the spiritual gathering
and the assembly of the friends of God, much joy and gladness
was obtained. Make a register of the names of those who are
among the survivors of the martyrs and whose mention has
not yet flowed from the pen of this servant, and send it, for
writings were inscribed for some of them and sent, but did not
arrive.

And convey my longing greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Haydar-‘Ali
and tell him that this dream which you saw is evidence that
the red cotton is, God willing, martyrdom in the most glorious
path. Pray and supplicate that the Self-Sufficient Lord may
place such a crown upon the head of this center of poverty and
nothingness. And likewise it was evidence of your sincerity and
attraction and supplication.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Bushruyyih
Date: 1906 ca.

...0 divine friends! In this morning when the herald of suc-
cess calls out “Come ye to prosperity” from the Abha King-
dom, Abdul-Baha is overflowing like a brimming cup in remem-
brance of those dear friends, and when they come to mind, the
grieving heart becomes joyful and the sorrowful soul becomes
delighted. Through the grace of the merciful Lord, he hopes
that the friends will withstand endless tribulations and, like
Abdul-Baha, sacrifice heart and soul for the Beloved at every
breath. May they not stumble at any calamity nor tremble
at any affliction, and may they not choose silence and quiet.
Rather, like pure gold in an intense and burning fire, may they
shine forth brightly, counting tribulation in the path of Baha
as a bounty itself, and affliction in the way of the One as a
gift divine. The Blessed Beauty - may my soul be a sacrifice
for His loved ones - longed for tribulation and endured every
oppression. The Divine Lote Tree was subject to the axe of
persecution and trials. It is thus evident how this insignificant
plant should be worthy and befitting.

O friends! Do not falter, but rather recall the tribulations of
Sinai, that ye may find the cup of affliction as a pure draught,
and the bitterness of oppression and enmity as the honey and
sugar of the paradise of good-pleasure. 1 yearn for all the
friends with heart and soul and eagerly seek their meeting.
I beseech God that through His aid and grace He may ar-
range means whereby saddened hearts may become a paradise
supreme and grieving souls may attain ultimate joy and delight.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1906 ca.

O friends of God! Those souls who, at the bidding of God,
have risen up in servitude, diffused the divine fragrances, sacri-
ficed themselves, forsaken rest and comfort, closed their eyes to
worldly glory, and experienced severe hardships—these are glo-
rified in the Kingdom of Abha and adored and lauded among
the Concourse on high. As stars of eternal glory, they shall
shine and gleam forever above the horizon of sanctity. Even in
this world the souls of believers circle around them.

Therefore, on the fifth of Jamadiyu’l-Avval, souls equaling the
number of the Greatest Name should be chosen to proceed
with utmost joy and fragrance to Bukhara and, on behalf of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, visit the perfumed resting place of Jinab-i-Nabil-
i-Akbar, Aga Muhammad-i-Qa’ini. This act will be the cause
of divine confirmations and assistance, and the nostrils of the
spiritually-minded will be perfumed with the sweet fragrance
of the love of God.

However, no one should imagine that any save God supplieth
the needs and granteth the requests of souls, or that another
besides the Blessed Beauty hath pervasive power over the re-
alities of things. But should one offer prayers at the resting
places of the loved ones of God who are nigh unto the threshold
of Grandeur, by reason of the favor enjoyed by that individual,
the assistance of the Most Great Name will certainly be ob-
tained.

Upon you be greetings and praise.

If it is not possible on the fifth of Jamadiyu’l-Avval, then re-
solve to make the pilgrimage on every twenty-eighth of Sha’ban,
which is the day of martyrdom of the Exalted One-may my
spirit and my very being be sacrificed for Him.
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AB02954

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou maid-servant of the Blessed Perfection! Thy letter was
received. It was written in Persian. I was very much pleased.

I earnestly hope that thou wilt memorize all the Persian poems
revealed by the Blessed Beauty and wilt sing them in a voice
of incomparable sweetness at Baha’i meetings and gatherings.
The day is not far distant when these poems will be set to
Western music and the sweet accents of these songs will reach
the Abha Kingdom with exceeding joy and gladness.

Thou hast written that ... is giving lessons of [the Book of]
Ighan; this news brought me real joy.

Thou hast written that ... hath started upon her trips again,
to be engaged in the service of the Kingdom. In reality she is
attracted and will bear every calamity and trial in the path of
the Blessed Perfection and this very thing will be conducive to
her spiritual development.

O thou attracted one! If thou art able, be thou engaged in the
promotion of the Cause of God, either with ... or alone.

O thou maid-servant of God! Whatever thou dost and upon
whatever occasion thou showest any effort, the end will prove
fruitless except in teaching the Cause of God and in serving
the divine Kingdom.

If the means of thy travel to these parts be brought about, it
is better to come alone, because ... must remain in those parts
and be engaged in the service. The confirmation of the Holy
Spirit will descend upon him uninterruptedly.

Convey respectful greeting to the beloved maid-servant of God
. and love her.

BRL_IOA#08x, TAB.212
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Date: 1906 ca.

O God, Whose mercy pervadeth all things! O Bestower of
favors and Forgiver of sins! Thou pardonest those who have
gone astray and exchangest their wrongdoings for that which
is good. Thou causest whomsoever Thou willest to enter the
paradises of the celestial Eden, and Thou perpetuatest whom-
soever Thou pleasest in the gardens of the Kingdom, gardens
of gifts and living waters.

Lord! Verily, the heart of Thy tender servant is astonished at
the delights of the realms above, and he is eager to meet Thee
in Thine exalted kingdom. Like a bird, he hath soared with
longing wings to the retreats of holiness in the precincts of Thy
supreme mercy and hath sought refuge at the threshold of Thy
clemency. He hath ascended unto Thee and reached Thee with
his heart free and without any provisions in Thy presence save
hope.

Lord! Remove his old garment and attire him with the raiment
of sanctity. Divest him of the robe of sinfulness and crown him
with the diadem of forgiveness. Illumine his face in the paradise
of Thy good-pleasure and cause him to attain the station of
witnessing and meeting in the assemblage of splendor. After
his separation and bereavement, bestow upon him eternal life
through Thy grace and loving-kindness. Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Most Generous.

O my Lord, the All-Merciful! Thou art verily the Pardoner,
the Forgiving, the Glorious, the Bestower, the Great in Forgive-
ness. I beseech Thee, O my God, to assist his two noble sons
to remain firm in the Covenant and Testament, that they may
become renowned throughout all regions for their faithfulness.
Bless them with blessings from heaven, and grant them suc-
cess in this world and the next. Aid them to serve Thy Cause
among all peoples, and make them the best remembrance of
their father amongst the loved ones. Verily, Thou art the Be-
stower, the Mighty, the Glorious in bounty. There is none
other God but Thee, the Generous to Thy noble servant, and
the noble one shall never be brought low.
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AB03212

To: Muhammad Bagir Ha’t, in Najafabad
Date: 1906 ca.

O My Ha’i! For some time no cry of “Ha’i-Hu’i” hath reached
our ears, and no fragrance from thy garden of love hath come
to us, for there are many veils and barriers. But thy melody
should be so loud as to pass over mountains and hills and
reach the ears of the yearning ones. Raise thy cry of “Hu’i”
that “Ha’i” may become manifest, and breathe a breath that
the reed-flute may begin its melody. The purpose is this: We
are always waiting in this forest of tests for the song and voice
of the friends to bring solace to our hearts, for the passion and
rapture of the loved ones to become manifest, and for the light
of guidance to illumine East and West.

Praise be to God, the friends of Najafabad are full of enthusi-
asm and joy, and in the utmost attraction and enkindlement,
and like a lofty mountain they are firm and steadfast. I be-
seech God that day by day they may increase in this firmness
and steadfastness and walk this path in such wise that they
may attract both the master and servant, and deal with both
friend and stranger with the utmost kindness, truthfulness and
friendship. They should not look at shortcomings and should
not be offended by harmful people, but rather should consider
enemies as friends and ill-wishers as well-wishers, and treat
them accordingly. This is the attribute of the people of Baha
and this is the way of the people of faithfulness. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB03199

To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye elect and chosen ones of the Kingdom!

Thank God that the Greatest Name selected and elected that
gathering, ushered it into the Kingdom of Eternal Glory, hon-
ored and crowned it amid the Supreme Concourse.
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He placed upon each head a glorious diadem of guidance and
established each one upon the throne of eternal reign. This is
not known now but shall become evident and clear hereafter.

The seed when growing, at first doth not attract attention, but
later it becometh green and thriveth, adorning the rose-garden
and the orchard. Now, likewise, this divine bounty is unknown,
it is not yet revealed, but soon will its splendor illumine the
horizons and brighten the East and the West.

Send Mr. ... to India for the purpose of teaching. He must
have a companion. If this be not possible from among the men,
send one of the maid-servants of the Merciful.

As to the ordeals of Abdul-Baha, his trials and calamities,
grieve not on that account, but rather be in perfect happiness
and joy, for—praise be to God!—he was worthy and deserved
these trials in the Path of Baha’

Through the news of the progress of the Cause of God, and
the unity and agreement of the beloved of God, great joy was
realized, and to such an extent that I forgot all sorrow and all
ills.

Convey my respected greeting to the maidservant of God, the
attracted one Mrs. Hoar, and likewise to her noble children.

TAB.434-435

AB03088

To: Beyer, Louisa et al., in Newark
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye members of the shining assembly!

The letter which was written by you, was not a letter, but a
musk sack. For the fragrances of the rose-garden of its signif-
icances perfumed the nostrils of every heavenly one; evincing
firmness in the love of God, steadfastness in the Covenant and
Testament and affinity among the friends.

This yearning one was enflamed and burning intensely, but
when I perused that letter, a gentle breeze wafted and an
extraordinary freshness and delicacy was imparted to me. I
turned my face toward the Threshold of the Almighty and sup-
plicated Him imploringly thus:
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“O thou Eternal One! Make the friends of that country pros-
perous, acquaint them with the mysteries; usher them into the
divine rose-garden and reveal to them the hidden realities and
significances; make their hearts the association of truth and
their souls full of divine melodies and sacred (choral) music!”

“O God! This respectful assemblage are my relatives and kin-
dred and the cause of the happiness of this afflicted one. Be-
stow upon them a shining face and grant them a musk-diffusing
character. Show them the mystery of the Kingdom and suffer
them to hear the soul-elevating harmony of heaven! Awaken
(the people) by the breeze of the Paradise of ABHA and make
them alive by the power of the Holy Spirit. Verily, Thou are
the Powerful and Omnipotent, and Thou art the Bestower and
generous!”

TAB.480-481

AB03217

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O leaf attracted to God! Your detailed letters were received
and their contents brought joy to this grieving heart, for they
detailed the sale of your house which you donated for the ex-
penses of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of ‘Ishqabad has had and continues to
have utmost importance at this time, for at a time when waves
of trials have reached the heavens and oppressors from every
direction have unleashed arrows and swords, the Sacred Edifice
is troubled and hearts are aflame and souls are attracted. At
such a time and in such circumstances, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is think-
ing about raising up the edifice of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and
is immersed in these thoughts day and night. Therefore it was
written to various places that whatever belongs to this servant
should all be sold and the proceeds sent to the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar.

Since you made the effort and sold your nest and home and
donated it for this important cause, this deed brings joy to the
hearts of the righteous and gladness to the hearts of the noble
ones. Through the ancient grace of the Lord, the Generous
One, there is great hope that in return for this service He
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will grant you success in both worlds and make you accepted
at the threshold of His greatness in the Abha Kingdom. Let
those who act, act accordingly!

Convey most glorious greetings to the honored Fadil and the
esteemed Sadiq, and likewise to the other pure leaves. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11686

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou whom God hath assisted to exalt His Word through-
out all regions! I have found sweet the contents of the letter
sent, and mine eyes were gladdened by reading it, my soul was
pleased by its recitation, and my spirit was comforted by study-
ing it. How could it be otherwise when its contents are about
turning to God, determination to exalt the Word of God, and
expending effort to promote the Cause of God?

As for the matter of that sinful son of sin, that brutal outcast
- may God bind his fate to his neck and bring forth for him
an unfurled book from Sijjin - I beseech God to assist thee in
writing the response and to expand thy breast with the light of
knowledge and to strengthen thy pen with confirmation from
the Supreme Pen, so that the response may be an explanation
of the complex issues in this matter, thus driving away the
followers of that doubting barker.

O Lord! Verily Thy servant Abu’l-Fadl hath arisen to aid Thy
Cause, to silence Thy opponents, to compel Thy disputants,
and to break the power of those who war against Thee, by
spreading proofs and presenting decisive evidence with clear
exposition, refuting the doubts of the party of falsechood who
are committed to sophistry and concealment so as to make the
matter unclear to those weak in mind and heart. My God,
my God! Assist him in this endeavor and make his pen flow
across the pages with a flow that demonstrates the shining
of light through the outpouring of abundant knowledge and
proves this Manifestation in this renowned age. Verily Thou
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art the Mighty, the Generous, the Forgiving. There is no God
but Thee, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Jealous.

To his honor Aga Mashhadi Isma’il: Previously praise was
written, and again it is written anew.
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AB03455

To: Mirza Ali, son of Adib, in Alexandria
Date: 1906 ca.

O dear one! You have a strange destiny. Our thought was that
you would stay at the Holy Shrine and spend some days in
comfort and learn the principles of commerce. The oppressors
stretched forth the hand of tyranny. Matters reached such a
point that it became necessary for us to send you away with
utmost speed and protect you, and not leave you wandering
and homeless. Such was our thought and this is what came to
pass.

Inevitably there is wisdom in this - perhaps you dislike some-
thing while it is good for you. If we remain, we shall mend
clothes, and if we depart, we shall raise our tent in another
world and cherish one another. In any case, do not be hope-
less, for there are many hopes. Do not be sorrowful, for there
are various wisdoms to follow. Do not be disheartened, for
milk and honey are ordained.

Although the mother’s breast is a great blessing for the nursing
infant, when weaned from it “therein is whatsoever the souls
desire and the eyes delight in.” Such is our hope - let us see
what God wills.

Convey yearning greetings to your esteemed father, act accord-
ing to his good pleasure, and carry out whatever he deems ad-
visable. Set aside your own thoughts and execute whatever is
his will. Do not deviate from his good pleasure by so much
as a hair’s breadth, and know that this is the cause of your
eternal happiness. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03431

To: Baha’is from Zoroastrian Background et al., in Shiraz

Date: 1906 ca.

O dear friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I read the letter adorned with
the names of the friends and offered praise at the threshold of
the pure Lord that the kind God has made those friends fresh
and verdant like the trees of a rose garden through the out-
pourings of the cloud of bounty, so that they have engaged in
praising and glorifying the Lord of creation Who has removed
the veil and raised the banner of oneness and tranquility in the
world of creation.

He has destroyed the foundation of estrangement and estab-
lished the edifice of unity. The dark nights have come to an
end and the light of hope has dawned upon the East and West.

O friends! You long to meet, and I desire to see you even more.
I hope that we may come together in the shade of that heavenly
cypress tree, cherish one another, become intimate confidants,
and raise a sweet melody. This is the eternal bounty, this is
the divine bestowal.

The wish was to write individual letters to each one, but what
can be done, as there are many obligations. May your souls be

happy.

stk & Sab Wlae 500 Olss
a\;;,,JL'oK/),\g b Nl obL
lewsaT Ol dislas & ol 0L

Jopiz ) G oiE ok kb

.\S)UA JA’L, 9 ‘-):{L:M 4 Iy obf} ojb’i

(T2 CalNly, 0, & dusls, !
ool u“t}wb)-’ sl K
55 oL SO 01y 5 258 0Ly SSK 0L
35l sl 5 s Aoy QUL Kb sl
Ay Aol

L }"uizv. ot Al sl gl oLl
s OVt 55 & pladal 5 oyl U
S8 s e s @il b 85 s e
pag ) @)l e Sal e
Glay s Cwd ) oyl

22K oK sasl [ S ]

ol sl 6,185 & 548 Ol am by 555
b g Ol

ALPA.085, YARP2.102 p.125

AB03340

To: Haji Muhammad Rida, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Your letter was received and due to lack of
time a brief reply is written. You had asked about astronomy.
That which relates to mathematics is acceptable, but what the
ancient astrologers established and the great influences they
attributed to squares and triangles, and what they wrote about
planetary conjunctions in positions and motion through the
zodiac and the steadfastness of stars and the influence of hours
and designation of times, which is found in existing books,
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consists of the concepts and thoughts of ancestors and lacks a
solid foundation.

However, some among the ancients through the power of de-
tachment gained knowledge of certain cosmic mysteries and
obtained awareness of relationships and connections that exist
between created things - they became aware of certain hid-
den secrets in the realities of things and deduced some future
events from the relationships between existing things. This
cannot be denied, as mentioned in the Kitab-i-Iqan regarding
the brilliant star that indicated the birth of Christ. But the
superstitions contained in astrological books are absolutely not
to be trusted.

And as for the matter of sneezing, it is pure imagination. This
blessed Dispensation has removed such imaginings from our
midst. Even mentioning it is not permitted. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB12026

To: Masum-Ali Lari Farhat Thabit, in Fars
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What thou hadst writ-
ten to Mr. Manshadi was noted, and out of utmost love and
kindness this servant writes a reply. Thou wrote about the op-
pression of the wicked - this is among the ancient habits of the
people of fire. Fire has burning as its nature and this is insepa-
rable from its essential requirements. The righteous also have
tenderness, and this is from their essential character - parsi-
mony and withholding are impossible. Although they kindled
the fire of enmity, praise be to God the friends are kind and
show the utmost grace and favor.

Thou gave glad tidings of the joy and utmost eagerness of the
friends who arrange four gatherings each week, and through
chanting verses and diffusing the divine fragrances enliven
heart and soul, and find rest in the shade of the palm tree of
hope. This was soul-stirring news. Surely day by day they
will increase these divine gifts. Mr. Mirza Jalal will certainly

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

r)ef ©oliie olg 45‘-\ olg b &
S Sl ol ,\;;f di>Me (35 0348
B O dlee 080 Oler Al Ale
w13 o3l 3l 5 Sl g 1y AT
o) s s Ll sl STEG o
e Sl 5 J olal 313 glaie ) o
Q‘)tic& A& J»:\>-jj9‘j d‘jJﬁ)L oL\ -\.?Jb

Olzel 5 o) il 5 5 sl g
Sg-"—’ ORI NI NMEPRCIS
Ol Lo s bl anl Jole wis s o
‘QL«)J}%L&O«V)&%)JJOMJ&S}
eyl oy Al e ) bl el 2
IV Ve BY Olom a5y oty O e

74


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/ab03340/
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-256.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK1/ak1-184.html

Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

AB12291

kindle the censer of the fire of love in Muhammara. Mr.
Mirza Hasan ‘Ali Khan and Mr. Ghulam-‘Ali should sing like
nightingales of fidelity in the gathering of the friends so that
the birds of the meadow take flight. Convey my message to
Mr. Rustam Jamshid and deliver the enclosed letter.
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To: Naddaf, Muhammad Rida et al.,
Date: 1906 ca.

n Qum

O family devoted to the love of God! That household was
ever enamored of the Beloved, the Kind One, and though af-
flicted by the cruelty of oppressors, they were always aflame
with devotion, and though their souls were consumed by the
tyranny of the cruel ones, they showed neither lassitude nor
negligence. In the midst of tribulation and ordeal they mani-
fested the utmost joy and gladness, and their abundant services
at the threshold of the All-Forgiving Lord were accepted and
praiseworthy. They must give thanks that they were thus con-
firmed and assisted. This is through the grace of the Lord and
the gift of the Forgiver.

Those souls who have ascended have attained the praised sta-
tion, have drunk from the promised fountain, have entered
beneath the extended shade, have recited from the clustered
fruits, have drunk from the water poured forth, have flown
from the prison of this world to the celestial pavilion of the di-
vine world, and in the gathering of divine manifestation have
attained the presence of the Desired One. Be ye joyous and
glad.

Jinab-i-Amin greatly praised you, that praise be to God, each
member of that household is a firebrand from the fire of the
love of God and a herald of the Blessed Beauty. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB03608

To: Mother-in-law of Aqa Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan
Date: 1906 ca.

O my God, my Succourer, my Companion, my Protector!
Thou knowest that a grievous calamity hath befallen and
a blind affliction hath occurred, and that Thy pure, holy,
and radiant handmaiden hath ascended to the eternal realm,
supplicating unto Thee, trusting in Thee, rejoicing to appear
before Thee, her heart trembling with longing, her spirit
drawn to the Kingdom of Light, her soul gladdened by ascent
to the highest heights, her heart revived by Thy deliverance
of her from separation and honoring her with return to Thee
from the world of souls and horizons. She was firm in the
Covenant, steadfast in harmony, aware of that which pages
cannot contain, free from discord, avoiding those who have no
portion of the covenant and testament.

O Lord! Lamentations have risen and hearts are aflame with
fire, and tears flow like floods from eyes at her loss. Pour forth
patience and solace upon her relatives from this burning, and
forgive her and pardon her and admit her into Thy kingdom
and grant her Thy presence and honor her dwelling with the
vision of Thy beauty in the gathering of lights and the scene of
mysteries, and with the succession of Thy holy manifestations
by night and day, O Mighty One, O Generous One, O Almighty,
O Succourer of the lowly and broken! Verily Thou art the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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AB04085

To: Muhammad Rida Yazdi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of Abhal

Give thanks unto God that thou hast been assisted to render
a service which is a proof of servitude to the Supreme Lord, is
the charter of eternal glory, the abundant grace of everlasting
life, and the resplendent crown of divine bestowal. Although its
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radiance is not now manifest and evident, yet this praiseworthy
light shall have its manifestation and appearance throughout
ages and cycles, and this bounty shall have such brilliance and
effulgence that the eyes of the heedless shall be dazzled and
blinded.

With all lowliness and broken-heartedness, I beseech God and
implore Him to make me a partner with thee in this righteous
deed and a sharer with thee in this praiseworthy endeavor.
Verily, my Lord is the Bestower, the Mighty, the Forgiving.

According to the promise thou didst make to thy respected
wife, thou art hoping to visit the threshold of the All-Forgiving
Lord. However, complete thy work in such a way that there will
be no need for supervision. Then, according to thy promise,
put on the pilgrim’s garb of the peerless sanctuary and set
out for the threshold of the Desired One with the utmost joy,
gladness, attraction, exultation, and abundant humility and
submissiveness. Come with thy respected wife.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Tvughli
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art near to Baha! Thy labors in the path of
the Most Great are accepted, praiseworthy and beloved. The
books sent have arrived and came at a most opportune time.
They were sent to Jinab-i-Abu’l-Fadl. This was a great service
that will become a bridle for this sinner. That faithless one,
like Yahya, has arranged tablets in rejection of God and cast
himself into manifest loss. His unworthy father previously in-
flicted a sting, but its poison affected himself. He stirred up
dust but demolished his own foundation.

Now this fruitless son has also taken the path of his father
and did not open the eye of wisdom. He imagines that the
dust of this deceit and fraud will conceal the radiant sun and
extinguish the kindled fire of the Lord. Alas! Alas! Soon he
shall see that these dark clouds have vanished and the Sun
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of Truth is shining with utmost brilliance. On that day the
believers shall rejoice and the losers shall regret and say “Woe
unto us for what we neglected in regard to God and we were
an evil, losing people.”

Convey yearning greetings to all the divine friends, and upon
them all be the Glory.
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To: D R Sutton, in Rainier, OR
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art advanced toward the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received and its contents created joy, for it
showed thy faith and assurance. Thou hast written that they
have expelled thee from the church and thy friends are mani-
festing aversion toward thee. This is the beginning of thy trials.
There are greater trials than these. Therefore, be thou not sad,
nay rather, be thou happy and full of glad-tidings. There is no
harm done if they have expelled thee from the church. Thou
hast stepped into the Kingdom of God. Thou hast entered into
the Heavenly Jerusalem and discovered the Way to the Holy
of Holies of the Kingdom. That church is of stone and cement,
whereas this Holy of Holies is of overwhelming Light.

But the more the tormenting friends shun thee, go thou nearer
to them. The more they deride and blame thee, show thou
forth the greater love and affection. Do not look upon their
shortcomings. Look thou upon all of them as the people of God
and endeavor thou in right-doing and well-meaning. Ignorant
are they; understand they do not. Therefore they are avoiding,
criticizing and scorning thee.

Do not pursue thy friend, ...; leave him to himself.

In the time of invocation to God, I remember thee and sup-
plicate and entreat Him to confirm thee and assist thee in the
service of His Holy vineyard.

TAB.504-505, LOG#0539x
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AB04005

To: Abdus-Samad son of Qavam Divan et al., in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

...0 friends, when souls pass from this world to another realm.
It is like an infant emerging from the confining womb of its
mother into this world of color and water. While the bird
remains in its cage, it knoweth not of the expanse of the rose
garden, the freshness of the meadow, the beauty of the orchard,
or the sweetness of friends. But when it taketh flight, it heareth
melodies and songs from every direction, becoming intimate
with the birds of the meadow. It heareth the sound of the
lute and harp, entereth the shade of a praiseworthy station,
becometh the companion and confidant of grateful birds, and
uttereth “Would that my people knew!”

2 Therefore, one must shun sorrow and be freed from regret and
remorse. Rather, one must render thanks for the favors of
the Loving Lord, Who hath bestowed the bounty of faith and
certitude, placed the crown of supreme guidance upon the head,
clothed with the robe of greatest gift, granted the wings of
ascension, and enabled flight to the branches of the Supreme
Concourse.

To increase the spirit and fragrance of that loving father in the
Garden of Paradise, ye must give to charitable causes, bestow
upon the poor, show kindness to orphans, assist the helpless,
and aid and care for the destitute.
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AB11700

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter was received and a sweet
fragrance was inhaled from it, and that was your faithfulness
to the rights of your father and your firmness in the love of
that most luminous light. In truth, he ended his days in trials
and tribulations in the path of God, drank from the cup of
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every affliction and tasted the poison of every ordeal until he
reached a station that became the envy of the chosen ones,
and a special Visitation Tablet was revealed from the Supreme
Pen. No bounty equals or parallels this favor. That Visitation
Tablet was recited and the special grace and bounty became
clear and evident.

O friend! When a distinguished person becomes, after his as-
cension, the recipient of favors from the Mighty Sovereign and
mention of him is revealed from the Supreme Pen and a Visita-
tion Tablet is issued, it would then be the height of presump-
tion, audacity, impudence and ignorance for someone like this
servant to show such audacity and write a visitation prayer
for them. When someone has been immersed in the ocean
of favors, if another were to bestow a drop of their own kind-
ness, it would be absolute error, pure sin, and an unforgiveable
misdeed. This servant writes visitation prayers only for those
about whom none has been revealed from the Supreme Pen.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Lua Getsinger, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O cherished handmaid of God! It is morning, and the spirit
has glad-tidings, and the heart has delicacy, and existence has
freshness. In this state I am occupied with remembrance of the
friends, and among them I address you, saying: O cherished
handmaid of God! In this mortal world, do not despair of
divine tests. Be hopeful, and show patience and composure in
trials and tribulations. If there were no trials, patience would
not be realized. If there were no disturbance, there would be
no tranquility and composure. If there were no tribulations
and pain, rest and comfort would not exist. If there were no
sorrows, no one would be joyful. Everything is made manifest
through its opposite. Plant your feet firmly that you may
become steadfast. Show forth constancy that you may become
a lamp of guidance. Become a herald of truth that you may
hear the melody of the Kingdom. Become a sweet-singing bird
that you may bring hearts into motion. Convey my greetings
and glorification to your dear husband and say: I remember
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you and pray for you, that you may receive confirmation in
every respect and always be happy and content. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O attracted handmaid of God! Jackson is in Paris but there is
no proper news from her. Correspond with her.
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To: Baha’is of Chicago, IL
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye friends of God and daughters of the Kingdom!

The letter you have written was considered. It caused abun-
dant spirit and fragrance. It was not a letter, it was a rose-
garden. The fragrances of the flowers of significances were
exhaling from that garden and perfumed the nostrils. It was a
proof of unity and oneness and an evidence of love and freedom.

I became very happy through reading it. I hope that this love
and unity may increase day by day, and its effects may reach
other regions. The purpose of the coming of the Manifesta-
tion of the Mount is the unification of the world of humanity.
Therefore, the friends of God and the daughters of the King-
dom must serve this purpose and become the cause of joy to
the heart of Abdul-Baha. Thus can they bring together under
the protection of the Tent of Oneness the other nations and
peoples; make this gloomy world radiant, this mundane earth
a plane of the Kingdom, and the material world the manifes-
tation of divine signs.

O ye friends and daughters of the Kingdom and leaves of the
Blessed Tree! Endeavor to make that continent the Paradise
of ABHA, and the West the East of Lights. This is the hope
of Abdul-Baha.

TAB.353
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To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan
Date: 1906 ca.

Your letter was received and its contents noted. Convey
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s greetings to the divine friends, for in this time
of utmost crisis He is occupied with remembering the friends.
For some time now no joyful tidings or fervent prayers have
reached the eager ears from the land of Sad.

Although the oppressors have inflicted such cruelties as cannot
be borne, naturally that company is distressed, broken-hearted,
oppressed and their wings are clipped. Despite this, it is hoped
that this hardship will not lead to weakness, and this aggres-
sion and enmity will result in calm and assurance, for this has
always been the way and custom - that water becomes the
cause of intensifying the flame of the fire of love, and cruelty
becomes the reason for increased faithfulness.

So it is now as well. This Wronged One is the target of a
thousand poisoned arrows at every breath; despite this, the
breast becomes a mirror and the lights of the love of God are
more brilliantly reflected.

The distress of the household of the trusted messenger brought
grief, and in whatever is necessary and fitting there shall be no
shortcoming. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Robert G Rich, in New York
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou heavenly one!

Organize ye spiritual assemblies; lay ye the foundation of union
and concord in this world; destroy ye the fabric of strife and
war from the face of the earth; construct ye the temple of
harmony and agreement; enkindle ye the light of the realm of
the oneness of humanity; open ye your eyes; gaze and behold ye
the other world! The Kingdom of peace, salvation, uprightness
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and reconciliation is founded in the Invisible World, and it will
by degrees become manifest and apparent through the power
of the Word of God!

I supplicate God that ye may become the army of that King-
dom, in order that by the power of the Most Great Name, the
friends of God may conquer this world through love, friendship
and the strength of the Kingdom of peace; the human race be-
come compassionate, and bloodshed and carnage be completely
effaced from the universe.

The Spirit of truth is soaring on the Supreme Apex, like unto
a bird, in order that it may discover a severed heart and alight
therein and make its nest.

I hope that all the friends become manifestors of knowledge
and the centers of merciful feelings. Each of them become
like unto an angel and radiate heavenly deeds, thoughts and
actions.

TAB.553-554, BWEF.409-409x, BSC.461  #855x%, SW_v05#09 p.129,
SW_ v13#12 p.324

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter dated the 17th of
Jamadi’l-Avval was received and its contents were noted. Con-
cerning the arrival of the Western travelers about which you
wrote, these travelers have potential and the friends of God
must so enkindle them that they may return to the West like
flames of fire. Regarding what you wrote about the Ambas-
sador, We pray for him, but do not speak too openly with him.
Whatever has been revealed from the Supreme Pen concerning
His Majesty the Sultan, and likewise what this servant has writ-
ten - show all of these through Shin the chief. And whenever
mention is made again of His Majesty the Sultan, show these
through the same intermediary. I am pleased with Mashhadi
Abbad and I know of his faith and sincerity. At the appro-
priate time I will specially summon him. Convey my longing
greetings to him and deliver to him the enclosed letter. And
concerning Mu’ayyad and Qavam, be not disturbed, and recite
this verse to them:
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These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass

Once again shall days sweet as sugar return

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Clara M Partridge, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou seeker of the Kingdom!

The letter was received and I became acquainted with its con-
tents.

The Cause of Baha’u’llah is the same as the Cause of Christ. It
is the same Temple and the same Foundation. Both of these are
spiritual springtimes and seasons of the soul-refreshing awaken-
ing and the cause of the renovation of the life of mankind. The
spring of this year is the same as the spring of last year. The
origins and ends are the same. The sun of today is the sun of
yesterday. In the coming of Christ, the divine teachings were
given in accordance with the infancy of the human race. The
teachings of Baha’u’llah have the same basic principles, but
are according to the stage of the maturity of the world and the
requirements of this illumined age. O thou seeker of the King-
dom! Make thou an effort so that thou mayest partake from
the spiritual Supper of the Lord. At that time every difficulty
will become easy, and every trouble will be conducive to the
tranquility of the heart and soul.

I supplicate God that thy spiritual sight be opened so that
thou mayest behold the mysteries of the Kingdom and become
the cause of ease, adornment, reconciliation, faithfulness and
uprightness in the human world.

TAB.535-536, BWF.400-400x, BSC.461 #853x, SW_v08#13 p.168,
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AB04356

To: Dr Pratt
Date: 1906 ca.

O well-wisher of the world of humanity! Praised be God that
thine intention was good, that thou didst acquire knowledge
and learning, and that thy wish is to engage in service to the
peoples of the world. I beseech God that thou mayest succeed
in this purpose and mayest manifest that which lieth concealed
within thy heart.

In the world of creation, good intentions are of two kinds. One
kind is particular and aimed at specific people; this is limited
and its scope is extremely narrow. The other kind is directed
towards all created things; it is all-pervading and extensive in
range.

Whatsoever is undertaken for the sake of the universal good is
of God. Therefore, undertakings that relate somewhat to the
general good may be accomplished among civilized nations,
but the only thing that is directed wholly towards the general
good is the Word of God and Divine wisdom. This is the power
which can effect a fundamental change and transformation in
the world of being. This force is creative; it is generative and
revitalizing and bringeth forth a new creation.

1 Exert thine utmost endeavour, therefore, in pursuing that
which will be the cause of progress of the world of humanity
and will lead to perpetual exaltation and eternal life. Upon
thee be greetings and praise.

BRL__SOCIAL#037
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To: Abdu’l-Vahhab son of Mulla Ali Akbar et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1906 ca.

O survivors of that unique martyr! Although that precious
soul has outwardly disappeared, yet in the world above and the
most exalted horizon he has attained the greatest gift, found
eternal existence, and gained divine bounty, leaving you as a
memorial for the righteous.

Praise and worship are befitting to the Lord Who made those
assured souls to walk firmly in the footsteps of their noble
father, so that they acquired his nature and character, made
their dwelling in the path of the Friend, and turned their faces
toward the countenance of the Beloved of the horizons. Blessed
are you and excellent is your final abode!

You had expressed the desire to attain the presence at the
threshold of the Forgiving Lord. Meeting with the friends and
visiting the beloved ones is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s greatest joy, but
these days do not permit it. When the appointed time has
passed, permission for pilgrimage will be sent.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Tvughli
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant of God and serveth the
Word of God!

2 All the books which thou hadst sent through Jinab-i-Aqa
Sayfu’llah arrived safely and were sent to His Honor Abu’l-
Fadl. This matter was a great service to the Cause of God,
for much effort had been made to obtain those books but it
had not been possible. Therefore I entrusted this service to
you and truly you fulfilled it well. And likewise you bore the
expenses of the carrier of those books. I became infinitely
pleased with you and I supplicate and implore the Abha
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Kingdom with utmost humility that the recompense for this
service be decreed and ordained.

The books of Sijjin have become the cause of humiliation in all
regions, therefore I assigned His Honor Abu’l-Fadl to write a
response, and truly with utmost effort he is occupied in writing
the response. Soon, through the confirmation of the Abha
Kingdom, I hope that the written response will be completed
and distributed in all regions.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: George Edward Buchanan, in Seattle
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou seeker after truth! Behold the power and greatness of
Baha’u’llah! Within a short span of time, He hath stirred up
the East and the West, and raised aloft, in the midmost heart
of the world, the banner of love and harmony, of unity and
peace, of fellowship and conciliation, of truthfulness and recti-
tude. He hath freed from enmity and strife a great multitude
of souls belonging to divers and opposing nations, to disparate
and contending religions, and hath brought them under the
sheltering canopy of fellowship, love, and unity.

What power this is, and what strength! What greater proof
couldst thou desire? He hath brought East and West into close
embrace. Singly and alone, He hath withstood the world and
uplifted His mighty Cause in the Most Great Prison. Though
subjected to utter abasement, He hath crowned His loved ones
with the diadem of everlasting glory. Were one to gaze with
the eye of justice, this would be sufficient proof.

Thou hast written concerning the cost of postage. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha hath offered up his life for thee, how much more his
earthly possessions! Upon thee be greetings and praise.

BSW#11.09x, LOTW#02
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To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O devoted servant of Baha! Your numerous letters were re-
ceived and their contents brought joy. I was very pleased about
the spiritual gatherings and the teaching class. This is service
at the Threshold of Oneness, this is servitude at the Sacred
Threshold, this is drawing near to the Divine Court, this is the

magnet that attracts the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom.

2 Likewise the charitable association meeting - this is very bene-
ficial and brings comfort to souls of every kind.

And likewise the cup of unity that went around in the gathering
of the friends due to the arrival of Aqa Mirza Tarazullah - I
beseech God that the friends may never forget this covenant
of unity and harmony until eternity, but rather may increase
its firmness, strength and solidarity day by day.

If the friends hold fast as they should to this covenant of con-
nection and unity, you will soon observe that it will have an
effect in the arteries and veins of Iran and such spirituality will
be achieved that East and West will be set in motion.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Faridih Ex wife of Muzaffarad-Din Shah, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O cherished handmaiden of the Most Glorious Beauty! Be
not sorrowful, be not grief-stricken, sit not with a bleeding
heart. This ephemeral world is not worthy of distress and
regret and remorse. It is like a mirage full of waves, but with
no water therein, and like an image in mirrors, but with no real
existence. It is an ocean of vain imaginings that surges forth.
The heart must become wholly detached before it can find rest
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and relief. Despite this, I hope that circumstances will change
and some measure of comfort of heart and soul will be attained.
Hardship will be transformed into ease, and difficulty will be
changed into comfort and joy.

If you desire the opening of the gate of greatest comfort, arise
to teach the Cause of God and diffuse the divine fragrances.
When you become occupied with this mighty matter, heart
and soul will find relief from every kind of care and sorrow,
and you will attain such joy that no grief will follow.

I beseech God to keep your dear child protected and preserved.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Jafar Shariatmadar Lahijani Gilani
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! You have your hand on the fire from afar -
you do not know what is happening. You carry your own grief
and sorrow from the specific calamities that have befallen. All
the calamities that have befallen you are like a drop, while this
year’s tempest of tribulation is like an ocean. Glory be to God
- even mentioning it is forbidden, let alone its occurrence!

In any case, do not be sorrowful and grief-stricken from such
matters. Keep your heart pure and sanctified from all these
thoughts, otherwise like birds caught in snares you will not be
able to soar, and you will not hear the melody and song of the
Abha Kingdom.

In truth, the work is this: that you complete the treatise and
arise to teach the Cause of God. This truth will yield fruit and
results, while all else is like a mirage - “until, when he comes
to it, he finds it to be nothing.”
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And I pray for you, that whatever brings joy and comfort to
heart and soul, the kind Lord may ordain and bestow. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05071

To: Shamsi Tabrizi, in Anar
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Give thanks to God that the light of guid-
ance shone forth and eternal bounty was bestowed and divine

favors arrived as an escort, and heart and soul were gladdened
and delighted by the Most Great Glad-Tidings.

2 People are slaves to vain imaginings - they neither see nor know.
In their world of reason and thought they form a conception
and then worship that conception, whereas whatever fits within
vain imaginings and is comprehended by minds and thoughts
is but mental images of man - encompassed, not encompassing.
“All perceptions are like lame donkeys while truth soars like a
swift arrow.”

Praise be to God that you discovered the Dawning-Place of
guidance and the Center of Truth and became a believer and
one assured. This is from divine grace and heavenly bestowal
and at every moment deserves a thousand thanksgivings.

You had sought permission to attain the presence - its time
will come. Be patient, deliberate and forbearing. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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To: Bahram Khusraw Ruzbih, in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! The passing of Kaykhusraw caused sorrow
and grief, but be assured that this death is life itself. He did
not give up his life, he found life; he was not lost, he became
found. You will observe the results of this ascension later in
his lineage, as divine favors will encompass them and eternal
gifts will be attained.

Train the children there and encourage and urge them to ac-
quire knowledge in school. If there was a school here, I would
have brought them here by decree, but there is no school, and
I will arrange for their training and education, therefore watch
over them carefully there so they receive proper training and
education. I have the utmost love for them.

Convey my greetings to Kaykhusraw’s mother and console her
and tell her that you will find that departed one like a radiant
moon in the Kingdom of forgiveness. Kiss and embrace the
two sons of the departed one on my behalf. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB05263

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Khurasan
Date: 1906 ca.

O Mahmud! Well done, a hundred times well done! Praise be
to God that in all circumstances you have succeeded in serving
at the Threshold of Baha, teaching the Cause and spreading
the divine fragrances in the religion of God. How fortunate
you were to become a speaker mentioning God and to open
your tongue with proofs and arguments. Well done, a hundred
times well done!

In any case, the journey to Khorasan is very acceptable, and
you may pass through and travel to each point. However, move
forward with wisdom. It is not permissible to stay or linger
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too long in any place, for the divines of Khorasan will raise an
uproar, and when the uproar becomes general, the government
will not be able to resist it. But I hope that you will be under
divine protection and enkindled with the fire of God’s love.

Sending a petition directly and individually to the center of
government is contrary to wisdom. However, whenever oppres-
sion, tyranny and cruelty occur, it is permissible to collectively
present the situation and make complaints.

A Tablet of Visitation has been written for the martyrs and
will be sent. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05450

To: Diyaullah Afnan Alai, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

O you who are related to the Sacred Tree! Your letter arrived
and from the meanings of your words, your devotion to the
Kingdom of the Lord of Verses became evident. It was proof
of your faith and certitude and steadfastness in the Covenant
and Testament. Today steadfastness is the essence of grace
and the cause of withstanding severe tests. And since you are
planted in the divine garden, you are surely steadfast. Well is
it with you that you are pure and sincere.

The news of the new birth brought forth new joy. Praise be to
God that this child was born under the shadow of divine favor.
God willing, he will be nourished from the breast of the love of
God and will grow and develop in the cradle of the knowledge
of God. Name him Mirza Aga so that he may be a memorial
to that Afnan of the Divine Tree and near one at the threshold
of the Divine Unity.

Convey respected greetings to the assured handmaiden of God,
the blessed leaf, the mother, and others.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ghulam-Husayn the martyr Banadaki, in Yazd
Date: 1906 ca.

May the light shining from the Most Exalted Center and the
All-Glorious Kingdom descend upon your pure spirit, your ra-
diant body, and your illumined grave, and envelop your dark-
ened resting place, O glorious martyr and sacrificial offering in
the path of your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

I testify that you believed in God, chanted His verses, accepted
His words, gathered beneath His banners, were attracted to His
call, abandoned vain desire, held fast to guidance, exchanged
the darkness of error for a brilliant light from the Supreme Con-
course, called the people to righteousness, recited to them the
Most Great Verses, sacrificed your self and soul out of love for
the Most Glorious Beauty, raised the standard of martyrdom
in the field of sacrifice, and attained that which those near to
God in the highest companionship long for.

I beseech God to increase your elevation, station, glory and
dignity, and to shower blessings from heaven upon those who
visit you. Verily my Lord is Generous, Merciful, Kind, Mighty,
and All-Bestowing.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05180

To: Ardikani, Muhammad Ali et al., in Eqypt
Date: 1906 ca.

O two servants of the Divine Threshold! Your letter was re-
ceived. From the circumstances, it appears that no prosperity
has been achieved there, but you had not written whether there
is hope for prosperity in the future or not. Similarly, you had
not written anything about the health and wellbeing of the
family and children, that is, their eyes. Please write about
this.
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2 Also regarding the details about Aqa Habib - according to
what has been heard, he has become employed in minor work
with one of the divine friends who gives him one hundred and
twenty ghurush per month. If it were possible for Aqa Habib
to find moderate sustenance there and be relieved from copper-
smithing, since his eyes are no longer serving him, it would be
very good. I recommended him to Haji Mirza Hasan. Please
write the details.

The letter you had requested is enclosed. Inquire about the
circumstances of Haji Niyaz on my behalf with utmost love,
and upon you both be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Rida (Shiraz) et al.
Date: 1906 ca.

O two radiant servants of the Most Glorious Beauty! You truly
exerted the utmost effort on behalf of his honor Afnan, and this
brought joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for the loved ones of God must
sacrifice their lives for one another and prefer others’ good
to their own benefit. They must sacrifice their own comfort
for the comfort of their friends and spend their own bounty
on others. Indeed, they must conduct themselves thus in the
world of creation - tasting poison while giving honey to others,
bearing hardship so others may find ease, being content with
poverty while seeking wealth for humanity, laying down their
own lives that they may bestow eternal life.

Praise be to God that those two esteemed friends are successful
in this conduct. I beseech God that day by day He may increase
their pure nature, goodly intention, excellence of service and
loftiness of purpose. And upon you both be glory, greetings
and praise.
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AB05653

To: Yazdi, Muhammad Tahir et al., in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye kinsfolk of that martyr! The calamitous field of martyr-
dom is the path of supreme glory for those who enjoy near
access to the court of grandeur. They are brilliant stars shin-
ing from the horizon of faith. Although they have sacrificed
their heads in the world of dust, they have raised them in the
world of sanctity. Though they have spilled their pure blood
upon the dusty earth, they have clung to the hem of grandeur
in the kingdom of the Most Glorious and sweetened the cup of
martyrdom at the banquet of reunion with nectar and sugar.

2 Ye who are related to those luminous souls should rejoice and
make your lives fruitful. Out of gladness and delight, wing
your flight in this limitless space, and beseech God that ye
may follow the example of those heavenly souls.
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AB05726

To: Clarence M Day, in Chicago
Date: 1906 ca.

O seeker of truth! What you wrote was noted. The divine
Kingdom is the spiritual hospital of the human world. For
every ailment there exists a cure, and for every wound there
is a healing balm. Turn your attention to the Most Glorious
Beauty, Who is the King of the Kingdom and the Physician
of spirits and hearts. The divine teachings and the counsels
and exhortations of Baha'u’llah are the cause of success and
prosperity in both the material and spiritual realms. Whoever
acts according to these teachings and becomes a lover of all
humanity and a well-wisher of all peoples and races of mankind,
purifies and cleanses their heart from all estrangement and
gladdens their spirit through oneness with all - at that time
the fire of the love of God will flame forth, the candle of the
Kingdom will be lit in the heart, the doors of knowledge will
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AB05764

To: May Mazwell, in Montreal
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! In reality thou art attracted
to the divine realm and set aglow with the fire of divine love. I
am pleased with thee and seek help and blessing for thee from
the threshold of the Abha Beauty.

O flower of the rose-garden of the love of God! Thy letter was
received and its contents noted. I wrote a reply to Huston’s
letter which is enclosed herewith. I hope that he may be quick-
ened with a new spirit and be delivered from vain imaginings,
that he may behold the lights of the Sun of Reality and wit-
ness the splendors of the Kingdom, that he may hold fast to
the Covenant and Testament, become the cause of the spread
of the divine teachings and the promoter of the counsels of the
All-Merciful, that he may become a flower of utmost delicacy
and freshness in the garden of the Kingdom and a fish swim-
ming in the sea of reality, that he may become athirst for the
fountain of life and enamored with the Face of the All-Glorious.

O daughter of the Kingdom! In truth thou art attracted to
the divine realm and art set ablaze with the fire of the love of
the All-Merciful. I am well pleased with thee and I implore
assistance and bounty for thee from the threshold of the Abha
Beauty.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

MAX.242
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To: Charles J Ragna, in Portland, OR
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou seeker of truth! Thy letter was received. Thou hast
asked me for a written history as well as a record of the prophe-
cies concerning the Bab and Baha’u’llah. These have both been
previously written. Search for them and thou wilt find them.

Regarding the Blessed Beauty, He was not born of the line
of Ishmael but was, rather, a descendant of one of the other
brothers who had migrated to Persia and the Afghan territories.
For, apart from Isaac and Ishmael, Abraham had six sons who
all moved to Persia and to the Afghan regions.

O thou sincere seeker! Strive thou with all thy might to sum-
mon the people to the heavenly Kingdom, so that through di-
vine guidance thou mayest enable the human souls to become
even as the angels of Paradise, mayest promote universal peace
in this distinguished Age and serve the oneness of the world of
humanity, and mayest attain unto everlasting life, follow the
example of Christ, and become a companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
in this path. Upon thee be greetings and praise.

LOTW=#09

Sl o 3 s 055 G b
0 K;\j; Crom® 9 (o 0348 'é)b u:)K;
R A P
B g 03§ eh, o ) e A

8L sl

£ ) g o] o 31 b 5 Lol
O 2 0 0L Oleia & K55 Oyl
Jensl g o=l 5l e f:a\j\ O a1y Nt
Ol 5 0L & LT 5 c2ls Ko s
A3,

oS el o e 1 Gls b Gole s ¢
ST e85 Gl e Lsldl i b
ghe A e S5 e O 03 s S
Gl Ol Sy S 5 552 S5F
O Cabe s Gl Aol GBS 5 SL
Se 5 652 Tl oy by 5 S s
S, 2ol

NURA#09, MMK4#002 p.001

AB05666

To: Garretson, I G et al., in Portland, OR
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye seekers of Truth!

Your letter was received and its contents became known. The
new Kingdom hath raised its tents in all regions and hath
enveloped East and West, but the blind ones cannot see and
the deaf ones cannot hear. In the time of Christ, the doors
of the divine Kingdom were opened, but the people, being
veiled, were negligent and in a deep sleep. Therefore, they
were deprived of the spiritual glory. Now, thank ye God that
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ye have found the way to the Kingdom of peace and salvation
and have heard the call of the True One.

Supplicate God that ye may become heavenly hosts, spreading
the oneness of the world of humanity, taking in hand the armor
of peace and conquering the hearts with the sword of love.

Ye are people of the earth, become ye angels of heaven; ye
are from the West, draw ye bounties from the East! Be ye
illumined, become ye heavenly, become ye merciful and show
kindness to all the people!

TAB.548-549
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AB05520

To: Baygum Sahib Abdu’l-Azimi, in Shah Abdul-Azim
Date: 1906 ca.

O near maidservant of God! I read your letter and understood
its meaning. Its contents were filled with devotion to God
and supplication to the Abha Kingdom. I joined with you in
communion and offered prayers at the threshold of oneness,
that He may make mention of you in His Kingdom and shower
you with endless favors.

O near maidservant of God! Abdul-Baha has beseeched the di-
vine threshold that certain maidservants of the Merciful in Iran
may arise who will take precedence and surpass the maidser-
vants of God in America. Now in America most of the teachers
are maidservants of the Merciful, and they have truly excelled
over the men. I hope that you too will become in that city a
cause of spreading the religion of God, exalting the Word of
God, and diffusing the fragrances of God.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05639

To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou enlightened youth! Be thou spiritual, celestial. Be a
child of the kingdom and illumined by the reality of the true
Lord. Seek not thy ease or comfort for a moment nor take a
single breath without reason or goodly results.

This goodly fruit is none other than to be attracted to the
divine fragrances, to be enkindled through the fire of the love
God, to spread the signs of oneness, to enter the kingdom
of sanctity, chanting verses from the perspicuous Book and
reflecting the qualities of the Concourse on High.

Shouldst thou seek eternal honour serve thou at the divine
Threshold and bear every harm and humiliation in the path of
God. Avoid all entanglements, all entrapments of security and
seek freedom rather, and independence, and liberation.

Make each of thine endeavours the most great trust of God “We
did indeed offer this Trust to the heavens, to the earth and to
the mountains but they did refuse it being afraid thereof. But
Man hath undertaken it.”!. This is true strength, this is real
knowledge, and this is divine bounty.
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AB05842

To: Nayyir, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O luminous star! His honor Sina requested mention of you, al-
though you are continuously mentioned before this servant and
are well-known and renowned in the divine gathering. There
is no need for outward mention. But what can I do? His
honor Sina commands thus, and I too desire to be obedient
to the commands of the servants of the Blessed Beauty. And
how sweet is this obedience! How much sweetness lies in this
humility, submissiveness and self-effacement! I swear by your

L1Qur’an 33:72.
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precious life that whenever I obey one of the divine loved ones,
I experience joy and delight for some time.

These were scattered words. What is brief and beneficial is
this: that you strive with heart and soul so that day by day
the fellowship and unity of the loved ones may increase, and
as much as you can, make the teaching gatherings warm so
that the spiritual friends may engage in diffusing the divine
fragrances with perfect wisdom and capability.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05614

To: Mirza Aqa Tihrani
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter arrived and
its contents were understood. Thou hadst complained of loneli-
ness. Thou art not alone - God is with thee and ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is thy companion and intimate friend in heart and soul. Why
art thou lonely? Whosoever is under the shadow of the grace
of the Blessed Beauty is the companion of the Concourse on
High. Strive thou to teach in that region, that thou mayest
also find outward companions and friends, and seek intimates
for thy heart and soul. Although thou art deprived of the pub-
lic bath of Yahmum, praise be to God thou art intimate with
“this is a cold bath and a drink” - meaning thou hast plunged
in the Spring of Job. In any case, show the utmost kindness to
the people in that village. Pay no heed to their turning away,
objections, exaggeration and pride. Show kindness to all for
the sake of God. Assuredly this will have an effect and thou
wilt find companions.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO06187

AB06411

To: Baha’is of Buffalo, NY
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye Friends!

Thank God that the Light of Truth shone in that city, the
bounty of guidance was granted, the fire of the love of God
was ignited and the veil of superstition was burned away.

Some souls have arisen who have unsealed their eyes, un-
stopped their ears, witnessed the great signs and heard the
eternal melody of the Supreme Concourse. Each of them
became a faithful tree in the orchard of the love of God and a
shining luminous star in the horizon of the knowledge of God.
This is from the eternal bounty and the everlasting gift.

I entreat and supplicate in the Threshold of the Almighty and
ask for your confirmation and assistance, that you may be born
wholly out of the physical world into the Realm of Divine, to
seek after the eternal life and wish for the everlasting gift, so
that you may shine upon ages and cycles like unto the morning
star!

TAB.555

ABO06187

To: Irani, Abbas Quli (Alexandretta) et al., in Iskenderun
Date: 1906 ca.

...If you ask about our condition, we are in the midst of a storm
with thunderbolts and whirlwinds from every direction, until
divine will decrees what it will and fate seals what it ordains.
In Istanbul our affairs are still under consultation, no definitive
decision has come.

In any case, with heart and soul in hand, we yearn to sacrifice
for the Kind Friend, and upon God do we rely....
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AB06196

AB06108

To: Ahmad son of Muhammad Ali Tabib, in Kashan
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward God and art accepted
at the Divine Threshold!

That which thou didst write and what was hidden in thy heart
became evident and known. This brief letter was proof of
thy keen insight, for thou didst witness the greatest signs and
turned toward that Peerless Beloved, reciting the verse “I have
turned my face toward Him Who hath created the heavens and
the earth.”

Blessed art thou that the Beloved of all hopes hath appeared
and, after deprivation and separation, the gates of true re-
union were opened. Thou hast truly understood the Ultimate
Purpose, traversed the realm of contingent being, reached the
world beyond space, and drunk from the cup of faith and cer-
titude.

Blessed art thou! Glad tidings unto thee of this sealed nectar
and this destined bounty. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB06196

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn et al.,
Date: 1906 ca.

i Miyanduab

O ye two who have attained certitude in God! Praise be to
God that His loving kindness watcheth over you and that ye
are confirmed by His bounties. The light of His loving kindness
is visible from your brow and you are assisted in servitude to
the Sacred Threshold. What gift is greater than this, if ye
could only appreciate it.

Consider, for example, how the sun shines in spring, how the
clouds pour down their rain and the breeze blows but though
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the plants may grow through gifts such as these, they are un-
aware of their privilege and thus do not express delight and

Joy.

It is my hope that the friends of God will be always conscious
of the heat of the Sun of Truth, of the showers from the clouds
of His grace and the wafting of the breezes of His loving kind-
ness. God willing, through such spiritual sensitivities as these,
blessings will redound upon you both at all times and under
all conditions and shall extend likewise to your children.
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AB06274

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou spiritual maid-servant of God!

Thy letter was received and its contents became known. God
willing, the vision will become actualized. Announce thou to
..... “Become thou a new creation and be thou patient and
forbearing. Be baptized by the fire of the love of God and by
the spirit of the knowledge of God, in order that thou mayest
become characterized by the spiritual attributes; attain to the
nature of that kind Beloved; be so enkindled that thou mayest
illumine a region, become a sign of guidance and an ensign of
the love of God.

O thou maid-servant of God! I know that thou hast spiritual
love for Abdul-Baha and this is confirmed and beyond doubt.

Say to ..... “Leave thou the “New Thought” and seek after
the New Kingdom. The “New Thought” is part of the New
Kingdom. When thou hast found the latter, thou hast found
the former; nay rather, thou hast found all things.”

TAB.215, BSC.484 #926x
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AB06033

To: Lillie Bidler, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou maid-servant of God!

Thy message, through the maid-servant of God ... was received.
Happy is thy state that thou art seeking the Truth and endeav-
oring to attain eternal life. This is a lofty aim, but it requireth
the heavenly confirmation and assistance.

I pray that this assistance may be vouchsafed unto thee and
this bounty environ thee, that thou hearest the call of the
Kingdom and beholdest the greatest signs.

Reflect upon this: What a bounty and what a favor it is that
the sages of the world and the wise among mankind are incom-
petent of comprehension, yet the little children of the Kingdom
have attained the Truth, dwell and abide under the shadow of
the Tree of Life and are assisted by the everlasting and eternal
gift!

TAB.483-484

AB06349

To: Pritam Singh, in India
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Hafiz of Shiraz
says:

All the parrots of India will become sugar-crackers

Through this Persian candy which goes to Bengal

Now this sweetness of Persian guidance has reached India. It
is hoped that the parrots of India will taste this sweetness and
acquire this sugary flavor. For now, you have become a sugar-
cracking parrot and a hunting falcon - so take flight and raise
a loud cry, speak a mystery and seek harmony. Perhaps you
will become the cause of transforming owls into white falcons
and crows and ravens into sugar-cracking parrots through the
divine breath.
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I beseech God that you may become a lamp of the All-Merciful
in the night-chamber of India and a teacher of truth in the
school of the East - that you may bring children to maturity
and teach divine mysteries, make strangers into friends and
cause the deprived to become intimates of the mystery. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06279

To: Elmer E Mrs Vaughan
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou beloved maid-servant of God!

Thank thou God that thou hast stepped into the arena of ex-
istence in such a blessed Age and hast opened thine ears and
thine eyes in such a Promised Day. The Splendor of the Sun of
Truth thou hast beheld and the divine Call thou hast heard. To
thine ultimate desire thou hast attained and from the sweetness
of the love of God thou hast tasted. Consequently, supplicate
ardently for spiritual attraction and ecstacy.

O thou beloved maid-servant of God! If thou art not seeing
dreams (and visions), be thou not sad. Thou art going to
see, whilst thou art awake. A wakeful eye is acceptable in the
Threshold of the Almighty. Therefore, I hope that thou wilt
open the eye of thine insight, travel in all the realms of God,
see the splendor of the Kingdom and behold the effulgence of
the Realm of might.

Show thou forth love and kindness on my behalf toward thy
dear husband and convey to him longing greeting. I supplicate
from God in his behalf, and invoke assistance and confirmation
for you both.

TAB.530-531, BSC.460 #850x
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AB11916

To: Newton, Mary et al.
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye flock of the Lord of glory! Blessed are they who have ob-
served the fast during its appointed month, who have gathered
together in perfect unity and harmony, have freed themselves
from the insinuations of doubt and stood firm in the Covenant,
have been graciously enabled to promote the Cause of God, and
have arisen with utter self-abnegation for love of Baha'u’llah.

O ye who are nigh unto the threshold of the Lord of grandeur!
Render thanks unto God that in this age of the Covenant ye
have been drawn together under the sheltering shadow of the
Beloved of the worlds and that your faces have been illumined
with the light of the most great guidance. I beseech God that
ye may tread the path of truthfulness and rectitude, of fel-
lowship and of devotion to God, that ye may gain everlasting
life, be adorned with every human virtue, become the heavenly
angels of the kingdom of universal peace and the conquering
hosts of the realm of the oneness of humanity. Upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO06115

To: Rustam Suhayli
Date: 1906 ca.

O Lord, bestow kindness upon Bahram and bring him into
the eternal world. Grant pardon and forgiveness, and bestow
abundant mercy and free grace.

O Forgiving, Kind One, You delivered Rustam from oppression
and tyranny and brought him to a world where no oppressor’s
hand can reach. He was captive - You freed him. He was lowly
- You made him noble. He was trapped - You gave him flight.
He was weak and needy - You made him companion to the
holy birds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O 5 b Sl b ple o, o
3 S pde Ol 5 s s dlale
Ls 0K 5 olle gz 5 )

Al s JB N gy Olpe BSRCE
& dills Cs § Gax dleg 5 sol
Sy 3 o p ) oy el ey 0L A
S s E ol oy r\JJJ 358 1 op
G350 Slwes o 5k Loy

106


http://www.bahai.org/r/638575846
http://www.bahai.org/r/565932080

Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

AB11747

O Lord of all, bring Jamshid into the lofty palace and grant
the dear handmaiden permission. Clothe her in the garment
of sanctification and remove from her face the veil of worldly
defilement, so that in the world above she may shine with a
face like the luminous moon and radiate the light of pardon
and forgiveness.

J;\); .\:.fwfal{\).\._;ﬁf)gajjﬁtg\ :
5 Ol s s s Ly | e S
53 b3, ey 5 Uil o Sadl #anie
R Ry P SR T =

Ay 012 4 4ae gy

YARP2.574 p.408

AB11747

Visitation prayer for the mother of Jinab-i-Ibn-i- Abhar
Date: 1906 ca.

Upon you be greetings and praise, and upon you be divine gifts
and prayers, O reality attracted to God, enkindled with the
fire of the love of God, and speaking in praise of God. I testify
that you showed patience in tribulation, remained steadfast
in hardship and trials, drank the cup of cruelty, and became
the target of arrows of accusations in those regions - all out of
passionate love for God, seeking God’s good pleasure, becom-
ing bewildered in the beauty of God, and turning toward Him
Who created the earth and heavens. Blessed are you for this
supreme gift, glad tidings to you for this great mercy whose
lights make your face radiant among the handmaidens of God.
I beseech God to send down layers of light upon your visible
tomb and your grave, the prosperous house, to forgive you and
pardon you and purify you from the stains of deprivation, and
to cause you to enter the center of Paradise. Verily my Lord
is Generous, Merciful, Mighty, and Gracious.
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To: Ghulam-Husayn Tahhan, in Baghistan
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! The mill of the world is turning, and all crea-
tures are like soft grains being crushed by this motion. With
each turn of this mill, millions of grains are pulverized. Despite
this, how heedless and unconscious are the people who witness
this turning and yet remain attached to this world!

What delusions are these, what rebellion is this, what igno-
rance is this, and what disobedience is this - that they are
heedless of God yet alert to the world, asleep to the Kingdom
yet awake to the realm of dust! Shame upon them and away
with them, for they have closed their eyes to the lights and
walked in the darkness of a pitch-black night in this age of
illumination.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06918

To: Miss M Beeler, in Denver
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art guided by the Light of Guidance!

The material world is gloomy. Praise be to God! thou hast
been led to the illumined realm. Darkness hath environed all
the inhabitants of the globe, but thou hast found guidance.
The souls are dead; thou hast been quickened through the
Spirit of Truth. The eyes are blind; thine eyes became bright
by beholding the lights. The ears are deaf; thou hast heard
the voice of the Merciful One.

Thou must express the utmost satisfaction and thanks to
Mrs..., for she hath guided thee and beckoned thee to the
everlasting universe. For thee she desired perpetual glory and
for thee she asked life eternal. Therefore strive in order that in
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the divine vineyard thou mayest become a gardener of Truth
and live with such deeds and words that thou mayest become
the cause of the enlightenment of the world.

TAB.536

AB07038

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

O honored branch of the Blessed Tree! Your letter which you
had written to Jinab-i-Manshadi has now arrived, along with
several other letters that were addressed to me. A reply was
immediately written and is enclosed with this letter - please
deliver it.

> As for the letters that you had written through Jinab-i-Aqa
Ahmad, they all arrived and the draft was also received. Due
to the multitude of occupations and difficulties, there was no
opportunity to reply. God willing, they will be sent later.

For now, this letter has been written and replies to the other
letters have also been composed and will be sent, until we see
what God wills later.

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to the
Afnans of the Blessed Tree, Aqa Mirza Habibullah and Aga
Mirza Zia.
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ABO06775

To: Bahram Bihmard et al., in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O friends of the servant of Baha and relatives of Shahriyar
Behmard! Your kind brother mentioned you in his letter and
requested that a letter be written. I too, seeing the brother’s
loving nature, engaged with heart and soul in writing this letter
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so that you may know how dear and beloved you are, and in
this realm you are the companion of the heart and soul of this
lowly one.

O relatives and kin of the esteemed Shahriyar! Praise be to
the Lord of creation who gave sight to the eyes and comfort
to the heart, freed the soul from contamination, and guided to
the world of peace. Convey greetings and salutations to all the
friends of God.
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AB06685

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

> Two blessed souls in Shiraz, namely Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali and
Jinab-i-Aga Ghulam-Husayn, were two bright candles and two
shining stars in the horizon of the love of God, and they arose
to render service. Praise be to God that “We strengthened
them with a third” - thou art the third of those two blessed
beings.

Therefore, it is hoped that thou wilt represent them all and
arise with all thy powers to diffuse the divine fragrances and
to exalt the Word of God.

I beseech God to assist thee, to strengthen thee, to reinforce
thy back, to make firm thy loins, to remove thy burden, and to
expand thy breast through His successive confirmations from
the Most Glorious Kingdom.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06906

To: Richard E Dugan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Be thou thankful and grateful to the favored maid-servant ...,
for she became the cause of thy utmost joy and bliss; she de-
livered thee from the narrow way of doubts and imaginations
and ushered thee into the delectable meadow of happiness and
beatitude. She led thee from the inferior world to the exalted
realm of divinity; she took thee away from darkness and guided
thee to light, and while thou hast been deprived, she made thee
confident of the mysteries of the Kingdom.

I supplicate God that the coverings may be removed, the
Beauty of Truth become apparent and evident; in order that
thou mayest be taught in the wisdom of God, become a
great teacher in the world of humanity and all thy desires be
attained. [...]

TAB.534-535

AB06826

To: Samuel A Richards, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O seeker of truth! Your letter was received and its contents
understood. Know that the banner of peace is raised high and
the star of the Most Great Peace is shining bright. The candle
of love is lit and the tent of the unity of humankind is pitched.

The Promised One of all nations, Baha’u’llah, has appeared
and manifested, and with new teachings has revived the world.
He has gathered all peoples under the Word of God, and day
by day followers of all religions are entering beneath this tent,
becoming united and in agreement.
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My joy is that you too may become a gardener in this divine
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your compatriots.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06956

To: Moss, Helen S et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye blessed souls!

On the night of the feast ye entertained the beloved and were
occupied in the service of the friends of God and the maid-
servants of the Merciful One. Service to the sons and the
daughters of the Kingdom is the diadem of everlasting glory
with which ye have crowned your heads, the garment of eternal
sovereignty with which ye have adorned your bodies, and the
throne of majesty and grandeur of heaven upon which ye sat.
Abdul-Baha found the utmost rejoicing from that feast and he
was a host in his heart and soul, praying and entreating at
the Threshold of Oneness that the breaths of the Holy Spirit
waft, the angels of mercy descend and the confirmations of the
Kingdom of ABHA surround you upon all sides.

Rest assured that ye will become illumined, spiritual and celes-
tial, and your services were accepted and praised at the Thresh-
old of Oneness.

TAB.533-534
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AB06577

To: Mirza Yusif Munshi
Date: 1906 ca.

O eloquent writer and fluent secretary!

The purpose of poetry and composition is to express the in-
ner mysteries and hidden secrets, and to reveal divine truths
and meanings, and to unveil the sacred symbols and verses.
Therefore, open your tongue to these mysteries and proclaim
the outpourings of this luminous century. Sometimes string to-
gether pearls of poetry, and sometimes make manifest through
prose the meanings of this Day of Manifestation. Sometimes
demonstrate through verbal proofs and arguments, and some-
times inscribe through written evidence the manifest light.

In brief, divine secretaries express spiritual meanings, and the
eloquent and articulate ones of the wondrous art display, like
the spring season, the flowers of truth.

I beseech God that you may open an eloquent tongue and cause
the pen of exposition to gallop in the field of utterance. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06919

To: Muhammad Hasan Khan
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Give thanks
to the Ancient Beauty that thou hast hastened to the blessed
Valley of the Mount of Sinai, beheld the flame of light, hear-
kened unto the melody of the Supreme Concourse, and heard
the soul-stirring song of the Abha Kingdom. Know thou the
value of this bounty and engage day and night in thanksgiving
that thou hast been assisted with such a gift and confirmed
with such a favor. Raise thy hands in supplication and prayer
to the Kingdom of Glory and say: “O Lord! Thanks be unto
Thee that Thou hast made this stranger intimate with Thee
and admitted this destitute one to Thy shelter. Thou hast
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bestowed the water of life upon this burning thirsty one and
brought this parched fish into the sweet Euphrates. Praise be
unto Thee for this! Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merci-
ful, the Bestower. And upon Thee be greetings and praise.”
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AB07465

To: Margaret M Sprague, in Buffalo
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou lamp of the Love of God!

Thou hast made the wish for the great martyrdom in the path
of Baha, that thou mayest become intoxicated with that over-
flowing cup and sacrifice this ephemeral life upon the divine
altar, in order that thou mayest walk in the road of faithful-
ness and show forth firmness and steadfastness for the sake of
the love of Baha.

This is the ultimate desire of the people of sanctity. If the eter-
nal prosperity favor and befriend thee, thou wilt undoubtedly
attain to this bounty. But for the present this very attitude is
sacrifice and martyrdom. Blessed art thou, and again, blessed
art thou!

There was no letter from the first believer of Buffalo enclosed
with your letter, but I am writing a reply - deliver it to him.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.556
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ABO07513

To: A M Bryant, in Denver
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou beloved maid-servant of God!

The Divine Providence hath chosen thee, made thee the object
of favors and guided thee to the Heavenly Father. He bestowed
upon thee the eternal outpouring and granted thee the life
everlasting.

I hope that thou shalt discover the hidden significances of di-
vine verses, and through the bounty of the Almighty, thou
mayest become informed of the concealed mystery and recon-
dite symbol of the stone of the Most Great Name. These mys-
teries can neither be written nor uttered. Whenever the eye of
insight is opened, the reality of meanings is understood.

In reality, all the souls are silent and speechless, but be thou a
speaker. God willing, thou wilt become such.

TAB.521, LOG#0892bx

AB07333

To: Aqa Mirza Zaynu’l-Abidin Zahidani, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was noted.
It was evidence of humility and submissiveness and proof of
attraction to the Countenance of the Desired One. When I
read it, joy and gladness were obtained.

Praise be to God that Zahidani is heavenly and merciful, and
firm and steadfast in the divine Covenant. And I hope that he
may become a divine Alexander’s wall against the Gog of vio-
lation and Magog of breach, and through the power of firmness
and steadfastness drive the insects of violation from the field.
May he so kindle the flame of the fire of the love of God that
it will burn away the veils of the idle fancies of the heedless.

In these days there is a hindrance to presence at the Shrine of
Light, therefore defer it to another time.
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And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07439

To: Aqa Bala, in Tabriz
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of truth! Thou dost
cherish the desire to render a worthy service at the Divine
Threshold. Well is it with thee that thou hast been confirmed
in such a bountiful intention.

2 Service at the Threshold of the All-Merciful today is ardor and
yearning, and becoming enkindled with the fire of the love of
God and attraction to the divine fragrances. It is the surging
and tumult and movement of the leviathan in the ocean of
grandeur, and the melody and song of the Concourse on High.

As much as thou art able, ignite the flame and bestow the light
of illumination. Set ablaze the fire of love and burn away the
veils. Bestow spiritual joy and happiness and manifest a divine
character and nature. Deliver from the prison and guide to the
palace of guidance.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11951

To: Wife of Ghulam-Husayn the martyr, in Yazd
Date: 1906 ca.

O cherished handmaiden of God! Your esteemed letter was
received and its words and meanings bore sufficient and com-
plete witness to your faith and certitude. Reading it brought
joy, for it indicated that you, a handmaiden of the All-Merciful,
have remained steadfast in the Covenant and Testament and
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attracted to the holy fragrances of the Lord of Hosts, even until
now after the martyrdom of that candle of martyrs.

Give thanks to God that you are steadfast, an ancient hand-
maiden, and an intimate companion to the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful. Convey greetings and praise to all. A visitation
tablet has been written for that peerless martyr and is enclosed
with this letter.
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ABO07216

To: Baha’is of Ardistan et al., in Zavarih
Date: 1906 ca.

O rays of guidance! T address you with this title for by the grace
of the Blessed Beauty you are radiant through and through.
Intoxicated with the wine of reunion, you are drawn to the
Beauty that was manifest on Sinai. You are the dawning-places
of manifest bounty....

O divine friends! I beseech God that each of you may, like Fath-
i-A’zam, shine forth in the divine Kingdom and raise through-
out the hidden realm the cry of “Blessed am I, then blessed am
I!” and that, like birds with wondrous melodies, you may soar
in the loftiest branches of the Tree beyond which there is no
passing, in the Garden of Meeting. The divine friends and spiri-
tual souls who were companions of Fath-i-A’zam are all crying
out in the Most Glorious Kingdom on high “O gladness! O
blessed are we! O joy and delight!” That sweet melody from
the hidden realm constantly reaches the ears of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB07691

To: Ardishir et al.
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! At this moment I remembered
you and my heart and soul were gladdened. Praise be to God
that those spiritual friends possess hearts like a rose-garden
and diffuse a sweet fragrance. I do not forget you for a moment
and hear with the ear of the spirit the sweet melody of the
friends.

I supplicate and beseech the Self-Sufficing Lord, saying: O
Lord! Shelter these souls beneath the shadow of Thy grace,
make them to be of the company of the righteous, cause them
to become detached from all else save Thee, make them in-
timate with Thy mysteries, and perfume their nostrils with
the sweet fragrance of Thy rose-garden. Thou art, verily, the
Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB07479

To: Cora W Renner
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou yearner after the Truth!

The Supper of the Lord which His Highness the Spirit (Christ)
ate with the apostles was a heavenly supper and not one of ma-
terial bread and water, for material objects have no connection
with spiritual objects. As at that time material food was also
present, therefore the leaders of the religion of Christ thought
that it was material food which was changed into spiritual food.

The proof that it was not material food is this: The apostles
upon many occasions partook of material food with His High-
ness Christ, yet the supper of that night became designated
as the “Lord’s Supper.” From this designation it is plain and
evident that they ate heavenly food at that supper. That heav-
enly food consisted of the love of God, the knowledge of God,
the mysteries of God and the bestowal of God.

TAB.514, BWF.390-391x
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ABO07915

To: Muhammad Rida Qaini, in Birjand
Date: 1906 ca.

...0 Kind Lord! Your loved ones are destitute, and Your friends
are captive in the hands of oppressors. From every side comes
an arrow or spear, from every person an unrelenting wound.
Despite this, they are wanderers in Your path, disheveled in
their love for You, and enamored of Your countenance. They
consider every affliction a blessing and every pain a remedy.
They find chains and fetters to be a crown and throne, and
prison an endless palace. They are utterly self-sacrificing.

O Lord! Cherish these wise ones and make them intimate
companions of Abdu’l-Baha, that we may all, with our hearts
and souls in hand, offer them as a sacrifice at Your threshold,
seek Your face, follow Your path, and speak Your mysteries.
You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-
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To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O Lord, forgive! O Forgiver, pardon! O Creator! Do not
disappoint Dastur Jamshid, who was a servant full of hope.
Cleanse him from sin and make him a radiant jewel, for he was
an active servant who sacrificed his life in Thy path, hastened
to this supreme paradise, laid his head upon the threshold,
beseeched forgiveness of sins and sought refuge. O Kind One!
Grant that servant entry to Thy celestial dwelling and make
him content and successful in heaven. Thou art the Pure Lord
and Thou art the Kind God.
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AB08226

AB11962

To: Aqa Ali Akbar son of Aqa Ghulam-Husayn martyr et al.,
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye two related to two martyrs in the path of God! How much
this marriage is a cause of joy, for each of you is related to a
martyr in the divine path and are sacrificers for the Infinite
Beauty. You are two birds of one nest, and two fledglings of
one dwelling, and two moths of one flame.

For the peace of mind of that gathering, act in such wise as to
make your two loving fathers proud in the realm of the King-
dom. Upon you be greetings, praise and the Most Glorious
Glory.

in Ishqabad
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AB08226

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Rangoon
Date: 1906 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! Although I summoned you urgently
by telegram from India for an important matter, nevertheless
I am writing this letter in response to your communication.

Regarding the purchase of two houses adjacent to the Shrine
that you had written about, I wrote to Aqa Siyyid Mahdi that
first Aqa Siyyid Isma’il must fully pay off his debts, and then
attend to this important task. God willing, there will be no
shortcoming in this matter concerning you.

However, at present there is an important matter at hand -
you must come quickly to the Holy Land. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB11776

AB08222

To: Rose C Byrne, in Sandusky, OH
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Kingdom of God!
Thy letter was received.

In reality thou art spiritually hungry and athirst for the Wa-
ter of Life. Therefore I send to thee spiritual food and bestow
upon thee the Water of Life Eternal. That food is the divine
advices and exhortations revealed in the Tablets and the spir-
itual outpourings of the breath of the Holy Spirit.

I hope ere long it will reach thee and thou wilt behold what an
exhilaration and beatitude it produceth and what cheerfulness
and serenity and what heavenly emotions it createth.

Educate and train thou that dear child with the utmost perse-
verance.

TAB.524

AB11776

To: Brother of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O fragrances of God! Pass by, perfumed with ambergris, over
the earth wherein lies one who turned to God and returned
to God, tranquil, content and well-pleased. He endured every
affliction and was patient through every oppression, drank from
a bitter cup, and fell under the claws of every malicious soul.
How often did he drink deep of affliction! How often did he
stagger from the wine of trials! How often did he receive fire
from the burning tree of Sinai!

I beseech God to immerse you in the seas of forgiveness, clothe
you in the robes of beneficence, admit you to the garden of
paradise, and grant you the blessing of His presence in the
highest heavens. Verily my Lord is the Generous, the Giving,
the Kind, the Merciful, the Gracious.
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ABO08148

ABO08189

To: Chas Mrs Anderson, in Walla Walla, WA
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou esteemed maid-servant of God! Be thou hopeful and be
thou happy and rejoiced. For I have supplicated and beseeched
before the Threshold of the Almighty that thy wish may be re-
alized, so thou mayest overcome the self and perform charitable
deeds and that human perfections may appear from thee; that
thou mayest be endowed with lofty gifts; find thy way to divine
wisdom and show forth the manners and conduct of those who
are favored in the Threshold of the Almighty.

The essence of all exhortation is that thou shouldst abandon
thyself and sacrifice life, body and heart for the Beloved One
of the world.

TAB.545

AB08148

To: Alma Knobloch, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou seeker of the Kingdom! Thou hast forwarded thy pho-
tograph and it was considered. In thy face a brilliant light is
apparent and that sparkling light is the love of God. All faces
are dark except the face which is a mirror of the light of the
love of divinity. This light is not accidental-it is eternal. It is
not temporal but real. When the heart hath become clear and
pure then the face will become illuminated, because the face is
the mirror of the heart.

I was indeed very happy to look at thy picture and pray God
that thy face may become shining. Be happy and joyful and
in this Age be it illuminated and full of light.

TAB.244
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AB08232

To: Minerva A Crosby, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom! Mrs. Mary Wat-
son became the cause of thy life and suffered thee to inhale
the fragrances of the rose-garden of the Holy Spirit. Be thou
thankful to her and sacrifice thyself for her, for she became
the means of thy guidance and thou hast become the object of
favor and a center of the bounty of God. She was thy guide to
the Kingdom and the cause of eternal life.

Supplicate thou also from God that thou mayest walk in her
footsteps and become engaged in the training and guidance
of souls. Caress on my behalf the beloved maid-servant of
God, Miss Mary Crosby, thy daughter, and convey to her my
respectful greetings.

Upon thee and upon her be the Most Glorious Glory.

TAB.630-631

ABO08077

To: Moss, Helen S et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye two kind and beloved maid-servants of God!

A splendor from the Supper of the Lord was cast upon the table
that ye have spread and the spiritual food descended. It was
on this account that the souls were rejoicing and happy and
the spirits of those who were present were uplifted. The soul
and heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha was present and manifest. What
a happy night that was, and what a blessed feast! It became
conducive to the happiness of the people of the Supreme Con-
course, and the cause of joy and bliss to the inhabitants of
the Kingdom of ABHA. I beg of God that He may assist and
confirm you so that ye may bring about such feasts.

TAB.534
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ABO08076

To: Farangis daughter of Mihraban Tirandaz et al., in Yazd
Date: 1906 ca.

O two dear handmaidens of God! Your letter was received and
brought the utmost joy.

Praise be to the Pure Lord that those two handmaidens became
so dear that the light of guidance showed them the way and
illumined their eyes, perfumed their nostrils and enlightened
their hearts, made their breasts mirrors and delivered them
from hatred and malice, made their souls the highest paradise
and their minds enlightened from the highest heaven.

Blessed are you for having been distinguished by such a bounty
and honored with such favors. And upon you both be greetings
and praise.
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AB08325

To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Egypt
Date: 1906 ca.

O dear friend! Your esteemed letter brought spiritual joy and
bestowed inner delight. Its meanings were like the melody
of lute and harp in the love of God, and evidence of reason,
culture and wisdom.

O thou who art attracted to God! Give thanks to God that
the true Reed-player breathed such a breath into that reed and
produced such a melody.

3 I beseech God that day by day your heart may be increasingly
illumined by the light of truth and your nostrils perfumed by
holy fragrances, and that moment by moment your rapture
and attraction may increase.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08158

To: Haji Ahmad Attar
Date: 1906 ca.

O perfumer, pour forth the contents of thy musk-laden pouch
that the fragrance of divine mysteries may seize and possess
the senses of the friends. Unseal the pungent stoppers of thy
fragrant phials that even those who suffer from a cold may
smell these perfumes and receive their portion of the bounties
of this promised Day.

Though the peoples of the world have lost all hope for this
dawning light, those who are true spiritual educators will first
arouse and stir their capacities before offering any bounty. The
friends of God should similarly stimulate the susceptibilities
and whet the appetite of the spirit and then utter the words
of God. Otherwise these souls who suffer from a dulling of the
sense remain deprived of all these fragrances.

The bounties of God have so empowered the friends in this
divine Dispensation that they can awaken the capacities and
guide mankind to the way of salvation by these means.
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AB08444

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari
Date: 1906 ca.

A prayer seeking divine forgiveness:

O Pure One! Make Kaykhusraw the sovereign of the realm
of forgiveness and ordain him to be the king of the kingdom
of bounty. Forgive his sins and deliver him from deprivation.
Make him worthy of Thy favor and generosity. And for his
companion Bahram’s dear handmaiden, place upon her head
a crown of forgiveness and clothe her in the brocade of pardon
and bounty. Make her the companion of the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful in the highest Paradise, and in the Kingdom
on high grant her to behold that Manifest Light. Thou art the
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Forgiver, the Kind. Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, and the
Most Great Pardoner.

ABU2307

Words to Florence Khan spoken in 1906

Having been so often among such people, and—especially in
New York—among the creative, she [Florence Khan| had won-
dered why the humbler people, of no general culture, seemed to
be of better character and more spiritually awakened, than a
famous artist, perhaps, or a great actor. One day she ventured
to ask ‘Abdu’l-Baha why this was.

He told her, ‘Consider the mole beneath the ground. He con-
structs galleries and tunnels there, he builds with faultless art,
yet he is a creature who lives in darkness, under the earth, not
able to bear the sunlight, not able to work in the sweet air’

‘Again,” He continued, ‘look at the spider. What artist could
create anything better made than a spider’s web? Even so
those artists whose creations are perfect, and who themselves
are ignorant of the life of the spirit, are like the mole and the
spider, far below the level of the man of faith.

SUR.241

ABU3093

Words to Florence Khan spoken in 1906

He told Florence that the turning toward God in thought, and
a prayer-like appeal from the heart, is prayer, and is heard of
God. Words are not necessary, the heart is enough. He was
not referring here to the obligatory daily prayers, one of which
is chosen by the believer to recite, nor other prayers revealed
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ABO08503

for special times—He meant that a prayer-like attitude of the
heart is essential.

SUR.241

AB08734

To: Baha’is of Batum, in Anar
Date: 1906 ca.

...0 my God, my God! Aid Thy servants to manifest such
virtues as Thou hast ordained for Thy loved ones, and to walk
in such paths as Thou hast chosen for Thy trusted ones, that
they may treat all humanity with utmost truthfulness and love,
both in private and in public, becoming a refuge for the fear-
ful, a haven for those who cry for help, physicians to the sick,
supporters of the lowly among men, sweet crystal water for the
thirsty, a heavenly feast for the hungry, sincere in their faith
toward Thee, merciful toward all mankind, loving even toward
enemies, and tender even toward those filled with rancor and
hatred. Verily, Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great,
Thou art the All-Merciful, the Ever-Compassionate. Abbas
Abbas.
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ABO08503

To: Hattie Chadwick, in Cincinnati
Date: 1906 ca.

O son of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. You had
requested prayers for the protection and preservation of your
two children. Those two children are under the protection
of God and are preserved and guarded. However, you must
always exhort and counsel them, and guide them to receive
the outpourings of the Holy Spirit, so that they may become
two luminous candles and attain everlasting life. 1 will pray
for them and beseech assistance and favor for them.
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ABU2467

Words to Mirza Muhammad Ali Khan, ca. 1906 in Haifa/Akka

Consider that in the past year enemies and ill-wishers of this
Wronged One rose up with the utmost corruption and cast
every slander and calumny upon this wanderer and prepared
petitions which they sent to high officials.

The commission of investigation, which was appointed by the
supreme sovereign power to conduct an inquiry, by chance ar-
rived directly at the house of the accusers. This Wronged One,
alone and solitary, with doors closed, sat in a corner of the
house in complete submission and resignation.

All enemies, even relatives and kinsmen who were hostile, were
waiting to cast this servant into the sea, or throw him into the
fire, or banish him to the desert of Fezzan.
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ABO08561

To: Muhammad Usku’i, in Ishqabad
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Although in these days wisdom does not
permit attendance, yet since you have interceded on behalf of
another and requested permission for his attendance, not for
yourself, this righteous deed has compelled Me to grant per-
mission. Therefore, Jinab-i-Ustad Hasan-i-Yazdi is permitted
to proceed to the Holy Shrine. And this bounty is yours be-
cause you preferred another over yourself, as it is stated in the
Qur’an: “and prefer others before themselves.” And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO08558

To: Haynes Campbell, in Oregon
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Thy letter was received and the sign of the
hand was observed. This sign was a mystery of the perfection
of Love. I ask God that it may become realized, and day by day,
thou mayest walk more and more in the path of the Kingdom,
in order that thou mayest be freed from the strangers and
friends, be disengaged from attachment to the material world
and be attached wholly to the divine Kingdom. At that time
thou wilt behold the lights of the most great gift.

TAB.545

ABOS8878

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Paris
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art advancing toward the Kingdom of ABHA!

Be thankful that thou art inebriated with the cup of the love of
God, hast partaken of the graces of the Supreme Concourse and
art quickened with the fragrances of holiness. Night and day
lament and implore, with the utmost supplication and humil-
ity, before the Threshold of the Presence of the One God, that
thou mayest be strengthened to guide people with all steadfast-
ness on this path and take a plenteous share from this Most
Great Sea. The hosts of the Kingdom will assist (thee) and
the heavenly armies will protect and defend thee. Wherefore
seek bounties as much as thou canst.

TAB.446
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ABO08827

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou dear maid-servant of God! The letter that thou hast
written in Persian was highly appreciated. I have read it from
beginning to end. It contained wonderful thoughts.

Convey my longing greetings to all the friends in Washing-
ton (D.C.). Also present my respectful greetings to the maid-
servants of the Merciful.

Present my respectful salutations to the maid-servant of God,
the Eternal, the Protector, Mrs. Brittingham, for she is near
and dear in the Threshold of Oneness. I beseech God that she
may be confirmed and assisted in all stations and attain the
heavenly confirmations.

George’s letter is enclosed. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.

TAB.210-211

AB08884

To: Mr Lenard George, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O heavenly one! The maid-servant of God Asiyih hath praised
thee! T hope thou wilt acquire great proficiency in writing liter-
ature, composition, eloquence of tongue and fluency of speech,
co-operating with the maid-servant of God in the service of
God, becoming an esteemed servant in the Threshold of One-
ness and partaking of a share of the heavenly gifts, and pro-
gressing day by day until thou attain to the apex of the excel-
lencies of this human world.

TAB.501-502
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AB09354

To: Bahram Mihrab et al., in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O ye two servants who worship the One True God! Praise
be to the pure Lord that ye are intoxicated with the cup of
that Peerless Beloved, that ye belong to the realm above, that
through the effulgence of the Lord’s bounty ye are luminous
and joyous and beauteous, that on this triumphant day ye are
speaking and hearing and seeing, that ye have adorned your
hearts and souls with the radiance of the celestial Sun.

How blessed, how blessed is your nature! How blessed, how
blessed is your auspicious countenance! How blessed, how
blessed is your beauteous dwelling-place! May your souls be

happy!
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AB09256

To: Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar, in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of Baha! Your letter sent through
Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi Tabasi to Aga Mirza Muharram,
upon him be the Glory of God, was received and its contents
understood. You had written about your shortcomings in servi-
tude at the Sacred Threshold. This shortcoming encompasses
all. ‘Abdu’l-Baha also, at every moment, recites this verse in
utmost shame:

“How can I raise my head in shame before the Friend, when
no worthy service has been rendered by my hand?”

But our hope lies in forgiveness and bounties, not in shortcom-
ings and oppression. We beseech God’s grace for the forgive-
ness of sins, so that through His magnanimity, the shortcoming
of every sinner may be transformed into joy, delight and suc-
cess. And this is not difficult for Him....
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AB09189

AB09220

To: Shahriyar Bihmard, in Bombay
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou servant of the Threshold of God! I beseech God that
He may raise up from among the Persians noble souls who will
arise to serve at the Divine Threshold, and who will mingle
honey and sugar in praise of the Celestial Beloved, and shower
forth refined sweetness.

I hope that thou mayest be one of them, that thou mayest scat-
ter pearls of wisdom, that through self-sacrifice thou mayest lift
the veil from the eyes of others, that in the assemblage of the
world thou mayest raise high the standard like the banner of
Kavian, and that thou mayest cause hearts to melt with the
fire of the love of God.

May thy soul be gladdened!
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AB09189

To: Aga Khudabakhsh, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1906 ca.

O Gift of God! Thou art mentioned at the Threshold of One-
ness and renowned in the gathering of the All-Merciful. Thou
didst make a noble effort and didst show forth a shining hand
in contributing to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. Once again thou
hast assisted in its repair.

Through Jinab-i-Shaykh and Khan, use the fifty tumans that
were vowed for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. I beseech God that
thou mayest be assisted and confirmed in all matters. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09369

AB09356

To: Karrusi, Aga Nasrullah et al., in Marv
Date: 1906 ca.

Divine bounties are endless, but guidance cannot be compared
with any other gift. This is pure grace and absolute bestowal -
“He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He pleases.” There-
fore, with every breath you must render a hundred thousand
thanksgivings at the Threshold of the One God, for you have
been blessed with the bounty of guidance, have entered the
circle of the lovers, and are counted among the company of
the yearning ones. Now, in gratitude to the One Lord, con-
duct yourselves in accordance with the divine counsels, that
you may transform that desert into a rose garden and that
wilderness into a paradise.
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AB09369

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

O my friend! My tongue is occupied with Your mention, my
heart is intimate with Your remembrance, and my soul is enam-
ored with Your love, for you are a servant of the Most Glorious
Beauty and a worshipper at the threshold of the Most Exalted
Lord.

You keep your heart alive with the remembrance of that Peer-
less Beloved and seek a head filled with the passion of love for
that Faithful Friend. Therefore you are dear and joy-inspiring,
and the cause of the spirit and delight of people of discernment.

I beseech God that you may be assisted and confirmed. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09463

AB09689

To: Mirza Husayn son of martyr, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O son of the martyr! Your detailed letter was perused with
the utmost spirit, fragrance and care. Its reading affected me
deeply, and I became sorrowful at the trials and tribulations
that have befallen you. As the well-known saying goes:

“The son follows his father in generosity, and whoever resem-
bles his father has done no wrong.”

You are the descendant of a martyr; therefore, you must endure
severe trials.

“Tribulation in our days is not strange, but safety therein is
the strangest of all strange things.”

5 This is evidence of nearness to the Divine Threshold and of

being enkindled by the fire burning in the Tree of Sinai....
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AB09463

To: Christina Fletcher, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O kind maid-servant of God! Know thou with certainty that
thou art a heavenly child and suckled from the breast of guid-
ance. Therefore, be thou nurtured in the cradle of the love
of God until thou illuminest thy heart and countenance with
divine radiance, and the light of reality may ever shine upon
thy sight, and thine eye may be bright, and thou mayest draw
nearer day by day to the divine threshold, and show forth
firmness, steadfastness and constancy in the Kingdom of the
All-Merciful.

And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.
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AB09207

AB09200

To: Muhammad Bagir Khan from Isfahan
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Vivify thyself with breaths of the All-
Merciful and refresh thyself with the inspirations of the Holy
Spirit so that thou mayest be freed from the world of self and
desire and find thy way to the bright worlds of light and guid-
ance. Those who dissipate their lives by lust and passion cause
their souls to drown in the whirlpools of this world. There is
no way of salvation other than through sanctity and purity,
through love and servitude to the All-Glorious Lord. Upon
thee be salutations and praise.
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AB09207

To: Nasrud-Dulih
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Do not imagine that there exists in cre-
ation any matter greater than teaching. Teaching is the Divine
Command and the charter of the gift of the All-Merciful. If
thou seekest confirmation from all directions, open thy tongue
to spread the Divine proofs, make seeing the sightless eyes,
rend asunder the veil of heedlessness from the heedless, awaken
those who sleep, and open the gates of knowledge before the
faces of the ignorant. Then shalt thou witness the assistance
of the hosts of the Supreme Concourse and behold the aid and
victory of the angels of the Most Glorious Kingdom. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09888

AB09324

To: Rose C' Byrne
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou yearning one! Be thou a physician to every sick one
and teach thou every ignorant one; that is, show thou to others
the way of the Kingdom and guide them to life eternal.

Praise be to God! I became known and revealed myself to
thee in the world of vision and instructed thee in the search of
Truth.

Seek thou the light of God, relate thou the mysteries of the
True One and walk thou in the path of the Kingdom, so that
thou mayest behold wonderful signs and observe universal con-
firmations.

TAB.524

AB09888

To: John Thomas Wagner, in Denver
Date: 1906 ca.

...Regarding the rainbow,4€”this rainbow is the Covenant of
God and the Testament of the Merciful One. The lights of
the Kingdom and the heavenly illumination emanated from
this rainbow. This rainbow is the sign of the removal of the
wrath of God from all the people and the sign of prosperity,
tranquillity, universal peace, the oneness of humanity, and the
unity of the world of man....

SW__ vO8#17 p.226x
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AB09795

AB10239

To: Isfandiyar Mihraban, in Kirman
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art nurtured by loving-kindness! They say that
Isfandiyar was invulnerable, such is people’s tradition, and yet
despite this they say he could not withstand the arrow of Tahm-
tan - he was blinded in both eyes and gave up his soul. But
the love of the Abha Beauty is an armor that no arrow can
pierce. I hope that thou wilt be thus invulnerable. May thy
soul be happy!
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AB09795

To: Mary Emma Campbell, in Portland, OR
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou maid-servant of God! Thy poetry was received. The
context was elegant. The words were eloquent and the theme,
the Manifest Light. Consequently, it was highly appreciated.

Endeavor, so far as it is possible for thee, that day by day
thou mayest string the pearls of poesy with sweeter rhythm and
more eloquent contents, in order that it may become conducive
to the perpetuity of thy name in the spiritual meetings.

Upon thee be greeting and praise!

TAB.546
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AB10050

AB10090

To: Bahram Bihmard, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art near to the Divine Threshold! I beseech God
that at every moment thou mayest find new life, seek boundless
joy and gladness, pursue the radiance of that enchanting Face,
and follow the path of that loving Friend. And that whereso-
ever thou turnest thy gaze, thou mayest behold the beauty and
majesty of that peerless Beloved. May thy soul be filled with
delight!
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AB09997

To: Rashid Jamshid Hazari Parsi, in Tihran
Date: 1906 ca.

O valiant one! True valor lies in man’s triumph over self and
desire, in vanquishing the hosts of darkness, in demolishing the
edifice of ignorance and raising high the palace of knowledge,
in putting to flight the foxes of violation and routing the dogs
that break the Covenant. Truly thou art valiant and brave.
Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10050

To: FElizabeth Fwer, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou kind maid-servant of God! Thy letter was like a per-
fumed nosegay and from that nosegay the fragrance of faith
and assurance was inhaled. Well done! Well done! that thou
hast turned thy face toward the invisible Kingdom. Excellent!
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Excellent that thou art attracted to the Beauty of His High- 8 4 4 4 ©ad Oy © o> Jl
ness the Almighty! Well done! Well done! How happy thou ;b S Cunse (g § oy Ciis
art that thou hast attained to this Most Great Gift! (G

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. W%Y\ S Sy
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AB10045

To: Fanny A Knobloch, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou thrall in the Lord of the Kingdom! Thy photograph
was considered with utmost insight. This picture is an emblem
of an enlightened face, that is, a countenance which hath taken
a share of the outpouring of the manifest Light. This picture is
produced by the light of the sun. Therefore, it is called a sun
picture. I pray to God that thy picture may become reflected
upon the page of existence forever and ever.

Through Ahmad of Washington, to the maidservant of God
Fanny Knobloch, upon her be the Glory of God. He is God.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.479

AB10098

To: N A Williams, in Washington, DC
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom! Thy letter con-
tained meanings full of sweetness. I therefore took it in my
hand with the utmost love and became informed of thy desire.
O thou maid-servant of God! Glad-tidings be unto thee! As
thou art faithful and art going to remain firm, the favors of the
Bounty of ABHA will encircle thee; thou wilt become a cause
of the illumination of the human world, and be assisted by the
heavenly confirmation.
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AB10040

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

TAB.554

AB10013

To: Biman Bahram Khurramshahi
Date: 1906 ca.

O seeker of the light of guidance! The peoples of the world
are immersed in endless darkness and submerged in the sea
of heedlessness. But you have trodden the path of striving
and reached the desired destination, and on this manifest Day
you have been blessed with the bounty of the All-Loving Lord.
You have become the manifestation of favor and the dawning-
place of guidance. This is naught but through the grace and
bestowal of the Lord of creation. Therefore you are worthy of
praise and glorification. May your soul be gladdened!
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AB10040

To: Emma Mrs Odenbaugh
Date: 1906 ca.

O maidservant of God! Happiness is of two kinds: one is physi-
cal, the other spiritual. The former is finite: it lasteth a day, a
month, perhaps a year, and ultimately yieldeth nothing. But
the latter is endless and eternal; it revealeth itself through the
love of God, and is attained through virtues and perfections in
the world of humanity.

Strive for spiritual happiness, therefore, that the lamp of thine
heart may be kindled through the love of God. Upon thee be
greetings and praise.

TAB.673-674, BSC.472 #887x
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AB10386

AB10134

Date: 1906 ca.

O tender plants in the divine garden! Thanks be to God that
on such a day you have been gathered together and have been
planted in the garden of God, and have become known and
renowned for the blossoms and fruits of the Most Great Guid-
ance.

This is through the grace and bounty of the Lord. Know ye its
value, that confirmation and divine assistance may surround
you from every direction.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10386

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Kadkhuda, in Shiraz
Date: 1906 ca.

...0 servant of God! The year one thousand three hundred and
thirty-five mentioned herein commenceth from the day of the
migration of His Holiness Muhammad, the Chosen One, upon
Him be blessing and peace, in which time the signs of exalta-
tion, transcendence, elevation and ascendancy of the Word of
God shall be made manifest in both East and West.

PAB.025
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AB10932

AB10443

To: Shahriyar Bihmard, in Kirman
Date: 1906 ca.

O Bahmard! Thou art better than any other man, for hadst
thou not been, thou wouldst not have turned thy face to the
Abha Kingdom, nor discovered the celestial realm, nor tra-
versed the desert of search, nor reached the goal of thy heart’s
desire. Truly thou art a noble man and a seeker after truth.
May God be thy companion and thy soul be happy!
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AB12705

To: Yadullah Al Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1906 ca.

O servant of God! Your letter was received and from its con-
tents the utmost joy and delight were evident. Praise be to
God that you are firm in the Cause and, like a sapling in
the divine garden, you are growing. You are descended from
that illustrious one and are the son of that father. Therefore,
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s happiness lies in your becoming successful in
serving at the threshold of the One God. And upon you be
the glory!
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AB10932

To: M E D Chambers, in Pasadena
Date: 1906 ca.

O dear child! T hope that thou mayest become a son of the
Kingdom and be the cause of giving life to hearts, and in the
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AB12845

garden of faith and wisdom become a sapling of utmost delicacy
and freshness. May thy heart be gladdened.
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AB12739

To: Habibullah Al Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou servant of the Blessed Beauty! Thy brief letter was
most detailed, for thou hadst expressed thy desire to serve
at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty. This servitude is the
ultimate desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I hope that thou wilt be my
partner and associate in this servitude. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12845

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali son of Siyyid Aqa Irani, in Eqypt
Date: 1906 ca.

I convey my greetings and felicitations on the occasion of thy
marriage. May it be blessed and joyous, and may it lead to
the continuation of thy lineage forevermore. Every marriage
founded upon the utmost steadfastness in the love of God will
assuredly become a source of great blessings. Therefore, I be-
seech God that this marriage may be conducive to happiness
and this union may lead to the appearance of divine bestowals.
Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12740

AB10848

To: Ustad Muhammad Ali Banna, in Egypt
Date: 1906 ca.

Thou hast written about thy poor sight. According to the
explicit divine text the sick must refer to the doctor. This
decree is decisive and everyone is bound to observe it. While
thou art there thou shouldst consult the most skilled and the
most famed eye specialist.

COC#1023x, LOG#0962x

AB11121

Words to Laura Clifford Barney ?
To: Words to Laura Clifford Barney ?, in Palestine
Date: 1906 ca.

If our ruling desire binds us to God we shall receive what is
God-like. ‘I link myself to God and not to dust.’

SW_ v14#06 p.167, PN_ 1906 p013

AB12740

To: Husniyyih Al Naddaf
Date: 1906 ca.

O handmaid of God! Praise God that thou art the companion
of one who believes in God and art intimate with a soul who
is detached from all save Him. Know thou the value of this
bounty and hold fast to the hem of His grace. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABI12751

AB11018

To: Mirza Husayn Zanjani
Date: 1906 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Though in thy days thou
hast endured hardship and tribulation, hast forsaken hearth
and home and become rootless and wandering - yet this is
among the conditions of treading the path of the Lord. As the
poet says:

“Until thou art freed from descriptions of existence, O way-
farer,

how canst thou taste the wine of immortality from the sweet
ruby lips of the Beloved?”

Therefore, hardship is the essence of mercy, and tribulation
the reality of comfort....
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AB12751

To: Muhammad Rida Naddaf
Date: 1906 ca.

O my friend! Your detailed letter was received and its contents
indicated abundant love and attraction. Praise be to God, you
are a servant of the Blessed Beauty and a partner with this
lowly and humble servant in servitude. We are both servants
and watchmen and we bow our heads at His Threshold. Upon
you be greetings and praise.

5 3L Jpoy sshas fasl e Cagal
A 5g 5hg D)5 o2 W5 Ogeias
L.ijﬁ:.f'ﬁ K Sols e souts 4
J(_JL:*‘L,) ok 33 p a2l abls Ao

T el e aols okl

QUM.124a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 145


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH2/mash2-333.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/tarikh-i-amr-i-bahai_dar_shahr-i-qum_vol1.pdf

Vol. 136: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1906, part IT

AB12763

AB12752

To: Naddaf, Narjis wife of Mashhadi Muhammad Rida
Date: 1906 ca.

O assured leaf! Be happy that thou hast found thy way to the
divine rose-garden and hast entered the meadow of guidance,
that thou hast drunk from the Kawthar of bounty and beheld
the light of truth and hast attained unto the fruit of existence.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12768

To: Ali Muhammad Naddaf Qumi
Date: 1906 ca.

O heartfelt friend! I was moved to remember thee within my
heart, to call thy name, and to supplicate at the divine Thresh-
old that aid and grace be vouchsafed unto thee. 1 cherish
the hope that thou mayest be made successful and confirmed
therein.
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AB12763

To: Khavar Al Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1906 ca.

O divine maidservant! What a wonderful aspiration you have
expressed and what a blessed purpose you possess - and that
is service to the Cause of God. Blessed art thou, then blessed
art thou, for this mighty purpose.
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AB11484

AB11140

To: Julieta Dorris, in Seattle
Date: 1906 ca.

Hold thy husband dear and always show forth an amiable tem-
per towards him, no matter how ill-tempered he may be. Even
if thy loving-kindness maketh him more bitter, manifest thou
more kindliness, more tenderness, be more loving and tolerate
his annoying and offensive behaviour....

COC#0850x, LOG#0757x

AB11484

To: Ali Asghar Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1906 ca.

...Changing the location of the Mashriqu’'l-Adhkar to a better
and more exalted site is permissible; it is acceptable to have
several Mashriqu’l-Adhkars in one city....
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Study guide to this volume

This volume is marked by a double movement characteristic of 1906: outward expansion of the
Baha’i community into new regions and conversations, and inward consolidation of doctrine, iden-
tity, and institutional structure. The great AB00044—the “Army of God” letter—addresses the
Western community at its most expansive, calling the believers to embody a standard of character
so distinctively recognizable that observers would cry out, “This man is unquestionably a Baha’i.”
At the same time, AB00131 offers a sustained argument about the universal law by which a spiritual
center draws all diversity into its shelter, using the examples of Christ and Baha’u’llah to demon-
strate a principle of gravitational attraction that transcends individual religious traditions. Woven
through the volume are: the first proposals for elected administrative bodies (AB01843), a ma-
jor prayer for self-effacement and an insistence on ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s sole authorized title (AB00260),
Laura Clifford Barney’s record of words on science and the spirit (ABU0190), and letters to Persia
on patriotism, governance, and the Iranian Constitutional Revolution then building toward its 1906
parliament. The period also includes observations on the Baha’i response to a wave of polemical
writings, treated with remarkable equanimity in AB11634. The volume as a whole presents the
Baha’i community as a distinct civilizational project—not a sect, not a political party, but an
“army of light” whose only weapons are character, love, and the power of the Word.

The Army of God: Character as Identity and Proof

Key Passages

O army of God! Through the protection and help vouchsafed by the Blessed Beauty—
may my life be a sacrifice to His loved ones—ye must conduct yourselves in such a
manner that ye may stand out distinguished and brilliant as the sun among other souls.
Should any one of you enter a city, he should become a centre of attraction by reason
of his sincerity, his faithfulness and love, his honesty and fidelity, his truthfulness and
loving-kindness towards all the peoples of the world, so that the people of that city may
cry out and say: ‘This man is unquestionably a Baha’i, for his manners, his behaviour,
his conduct, his morals, his nature, and disposition reflect the attributes of the Baha'’is’
— AB00044

O army of God! Praise be to God, Baha’u’llah hath lifted the chains from off the necks
of humankind, and hath set man free from all that trammelled him, and told him: Ye
are the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch; be ye compassionate and kind to
all the human race. Deal ye with strangers the same as with friends, cherish ye others
just as ye would your own. See foes as friends; see demons as angels; give to the tyrant
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the same great love ye show the loyal and true, and even as gazelles from the scented
cities of Khata and Khatan offer up sweet musk to the ravening wolf. — AB00044

O army of God! The Exalted One, the Bab, gave up His life. The Blessed Perfection
gave up a hundred lives at every breath. He bore calamities. He suffered anguish. He
was imprisoned. He was chained. He was made homeless and was banished to distant
lands. Finally, then, He lived out His days in the Most Great Prison. Likewise, a
great multitude of the lovers of God who followed this path have tasted the honey of
martyrdom and they gave up everything—Ilife, possessions, kindred—all they had. How
many homes were reduced to rubble; how many dwellings were broken into and pillaged.
And all this came about that humankind might be illumined. — AB00044

Context for Study

ABO00044 is a masterpiece of communal formation through language: it names the community as
an “army,” invokes a history of sacrifice that grounds its present commission, and then defines its
mode of warfare as pure moral excellence. The paradox is deliberate and systematic: an army whose
weapons are “sincerity, faithfulness, love, honesty, fidelity, truthfulness, and loving-kindness.” This
is the martyr ethic transposed into social life—not the dramatic dying of the early Babis but the
daily self-giving that makes a person recognizable by the quality of their presence. The image recalls
the early Christian apologist Tertullian’s observation that pagans would say of the Christians “see
how they love one another”—identity through visible love. It also echoes the Matthean beatitudes,
which define the “blessed” through a series of character qualities rather than ritual observances,
and the Qur’anic concept of akhlaq (virtuous character) as the living fruit of faith. The instruction
to “give to the tyrant the same great love ye show the loyal and true” is a direct echo of the Sermon
on the Mount’s command to love enemies (Matthew 5:44), but framed as a community-wide norm
rather than an individual ideal. The invocation of the martyrdom of the Bab and Baha’u’llah
grounds the present call in a sacrificial history that gives it weight: the community’s task is not
self-invention but faithful response to what has already been freely given.

Questions for Reflection

1. The letter defines Baha’i identity through visible character rather than through ritual affil-
iation, doctrinal assent, or ethnic origin. What are the advantages and difficulties of this
definition as a community-formation strategy?

2. The instruction to love tyrants and enemies “the same great love ye show the loyal and true”
is perhaps the most demanding ethical claim in the letter. How does this compare with the
Sermon on the Mount’s “love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44) and with Buddhist teachings on
metta (loving-kindness) toward all beings?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha invokes the martyrdom of the Bab and thousands of believers to ground the
present community’s ethical calling. How does a history of suffering function as a moral
resource for a community? Where might this become problematic?

4. The letter ends with an appeal for patience and composure in the face of calamity. How
does equanimity under adversity differ from passive resignation, and how does ‘Abdu’l-Baha
distinguish the two?
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5. What would it mean for a contemporary Baha’i community to be recognized as Baha’i by the
quality of its conduct alone—without any outward sign, name, or proclamation?

The Universal Law of Attraction and the Power of the Center

Key Passages

When ye consider this matter with care, it will become apparent that this is according
to a universal law, which one can find at work in all things: the whole attracteth the
part, and in the circle, the centre is the pivot of the compasses. Ponder thou upon
the Spirit: because He was the focal centre of spiritual power, the wellspring of divine
bounties, although at the beginning He gathered unto Himself only a very few souls,
later on He was able, because of that all-subduing power that He had, to unite within
the sheltering Tabernacle of Christendom all the differing sects. — ABO00131

Such is the case with the holy Manifestations of God. Such in particular is the case with
the divine reality of the Most Great Name, the Abha Beauty. When once He standeth
revealed unto the assembled peoples of the world and appeareth with such comeliness,
such enchantments—alluring as a Joseph in the Egypt of the spirit—He enslaveth all
the lovers on earth. — ABO00131

The essence of Baha’u’llah’s Teaching is all-embracing love, for love includeth every
excellence of humankind. It causeth every soul to go forward. It bestoweth on each
one, for a heritage, immortal life. Erelong shalt thou bear witness that His celestial
Teachings, the very glory of reality itself, shall light up the skies of the world. —
AB00131

Context for Study

ABO00131’s argument for the universal law of attraction is one of the most philosophically ambitious
formulations in this volume. It proposes that the capacity of a spiritual center to gather diversity
is not miraculous in the sense of violating natural law but is itself a natural law operating at
the level of spirit. The pivot-of-the-compass image draws on a tradition of geometric symbolism
for divine unity that runs from Pythagorean mathematics through Islamic geometric art to the
Renaissance use of compass and square as symbols of divine order. The more striking claim is the
equation of the “all-subduing power” of Christ in unifying the differing sects of Christendom with a
universal law that will operate again through Baha’u’llah. This is a philosophical argument about
religious history: the unity produced by Christianity after three hundred years was not an accident
of Roman imperial politics (the standard secular explanation) but the working-out of a spiritual law
by which the superior power of a divine Center overcomes the centrifugal force of human diversity.
The same argument applies a fortiori to Baha'u’llah, whose center-power ‘Abdu’l-Baha presents
as proportionally greater than Christ’s in the same way that the present age’s needs are greater
than those of the first century. The Joseph metaphor—Baha’u’llah as Joseph in the Egypt of the
spirit—draws on both Qur’anic and Hebraic sources: Joseph as the beautiful one recognized by
those with eyes to see, enslaving “all the lovers” not through force but through the irresistibility of
love.
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Questions for Reflection

1. What is the philosophical status of the “universal law” of attraction that ‘Abdu’l-Baha pro-
poses? Is this a descriptive claim about history, a metaphysical claim about spiritual reality,
or a theological claim about divine design?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account of how Christ gradually unified the “differing sects” of Chris-
tendom with historians’ accounts of the same process. How does the theological explanation
relate to the sociological and political ones?

3. The Joseph metaphor presents Baha’u’llah as “enslaving all the lovers” through beauty rather
than force. How does this image of spiritual authority through attraction compare with
Weber’s concept of charismatic authority, and where does the Baha’i understanding diverge
from Weber?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha suggests that love is “all-embracing” in the sense that it “includeth every excel-
lence of humankind.” Compare this with Paul’s “the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians
13:13). What is the philosophical argument for the claim that love is the comprehensive
virtue?

5. If Baha’w’llah’s teaching will eventually unite all differing sects as Christ’s teaching united
Christendom, what does this imply about the nature of the unity that is coming? Is it
uniformity, or something else?

Unity as the Source of Life: From Cosmic Principle to Loving Prac-
tice

Key Passages

O well-wisher of Britain! Unity and concord are the source of life, and discord the
source of death. All creation, as you see, has come into being through the union of
individual essences, and when discord appears and union dissolves, it must necessarily
be destroyed. Of course the union of the British Isles will bring about progress and the
attainment of general happiness. — ABO01815

In every age and dispensation the command to love and forbearance was laid upon the
people; yet there remained a pretext—mamely, merit and lack of merit: that such a one
is spiteful and perverse, and such a man bloodthirsty and detestable; and if pardon were
shown, reproach and blame would still accompany that pardon, and even forgiveness
and generosity would be yoked with censure. But in this Dispensation all these things
are abrogated, and love and kindness—out of heart and soul—toward all peoples are
expressly enjoined. — ABO00514

That is to say: deal with the sinner, the oppressor, the hostile and bloodthirsty foe even
as ye would deal with a loyal friend and a confidant of the heart. The aim is this—that
ye be pure good, and sheer bounty; that ye look not to the worthiness or unworthiness
of men. — ABO00514
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Context for Study

The two passages here represent ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ontological and ethical accounts of unity respec-
tively. ABO01815 makes a metaphysical claim: unity is not a merely human preference but the
structural condition of existence itself. All composite beings, from atoms to political unions,
persist through the maintenance of their constitutive bonds; dissolution of those bonds is iden-
tical with dissolution of the being. This is a position with roots in ancient natural philosophy—
Empedocles’s philia (love) as the cosmic force holding things together vs. neikos (strife) as the force
of dissolution—and it recurs in various forms throughout Islamic, Jewish, and Christian thought.
For the Neoplatonists, unity (to hen) is the highest principle of reality; for Leibniz, individual
substances are monads whose pre-established harmony constitutes the world’s order. AB00514 de-
velops the ethical corollary: if love is the cosmic source of life, then the command to love cannot be
conditioned on the merit of the one loved—to do so would be to reduce love to an exchange, which
is not love but commerce. The abrogation of the “pretext” of merit in this Dispensation is philo-
sophically radical: it removes the last ethical justification for selective compassion. The instruction
to treat the “bloodthirsty foe even as ye would deal with a loyal friend” is the practical extreme
of this principle, and it is deliberately placed beyond the limits of what previous dispensations
required.

Questions for Reflection

1. AB01815 grounds the value of political unity in an ontological claim: unity is the source of
life, and discord of death. How does this argument differ from purely pragmatic arguments
for political unity? What does the ontological grounding add or change?

2. Compare Empedocles’s cosmic principle of philia (love) vs. neikos (strife) with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
account of unity as the source of life and discord as death. How has this ancient intuition
been transformed in its Baha’i formulation?

3. AB00514 claims that previous dispensations allowed love to be conditioned on the merit of
the recipient, but the present Dispensation abrogates this pretext entirely. How does this
compare with Jesus’s “love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44) and with the Qur’anic teaching on
‘adl (justice) as the foundation of interpersonal relations?

4. The instruction to love the “bloodthirsty foe” exactly as a “loyal friend” raises obvious ques-
tions about social justice: can unconditional love coexist with the protection of the innocent
from violence? How might a Baha’i thinker reconcile these?

5. How does the cosmic principle of unity as the source of life relate to contemporary ecological
thinking about interdependence and the fragility of complex systems?

Science, Consciousness, and the Laws of the Spirit

Key Passages

Science is systematized Truth. The laws of spiritual science are as exact as those of
mathematics. Every hour of positive high affirmation of the ideal perfection of mind
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and body, tends directly to actualize such conditions. There is no more uncertainty
about its trend than there is about our nearing an object if we walk toward it. The
universal order speaks only of wholeness and harmony. We should never speak of the
faults or weaknesses of others; we are as yet imperfect. We must concentrate on the
good qualities of others. Virtues are to be found in every person if sought for. —
ABU0190

There are invisible threads which connect us with every object which makes up our
environment. Vibrations are ever passing over these connections backward and forward,
and it is for us to control their purpose and quality. We receive in return the kind we
send. Love for love, antagonism for antagonism. Love gilds every object upon which we
project it, and its sheen is reflected back in rays of golden light. — ABU0190

I am not bound by the chains of appetite, passion, impulse, custom, creed, fashion,
societies, politics, traditions, or the animal nature. I am in an absolutely perfect freedom.
My body may be in restraint, I am kept in ‘Akka by law, but my spiritual self is free.
We must welcome truth from whatever source it may come. “Where the spirit of God
is there is liberty.” — ABU0190

Context for Study

ABUO0190 is one of the most distinctive texts in this volume: recorded in the words spoken to
Laura Clifford Barney (probably the same occasion that gave rise to Some Answered Questions), it
employs the vocabulary of late nineteenth-century New Thought movement—*“positive affirmation,”
“invisible threads,” “vibrations”—while simultaneously grounding all of these in a more rigorously
theological framework. “Science is systematized Truth” is a claim that refuses the Enlightenment
opposition between scientific and religious knowing: spiritual law is as exact as mathematics, and
the same principle of cause and effect that governs physics governs the inner life. The “invisible
threads” of connection between persons anticipate what later physicists would call field theory
and what social scientists would call relational ontology: persons are not self-contained atoms but
nodes in a web of mutual influence. The claim that love “gilds every object upon which we project
it” has a psychological and a metaphysical dimension: psychologically, attention shaped by love
transforms the perceived quality of its object; metaphysically, love is an active agent that changes
reality rather than merely a subjective feeling. The most striking passage is the declaration of
freedom from within captivity: ‘Abdu’l-Baha, writing from house arrest in ‘Akka, claims absolute
spiritual freedom—the Stoic claim (Epictetus’s Discourses are full of this) that the one thing no
external power can reach is the will’s orientation. Paul’s letter from prison (Philippians 4:4-7)
moves in the same space.

Questions for Reflection

2

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha appropriates the vocabulary of the New Thought movement (“vibrations,” “pos-
itive affirmation”) while grounding it in spiritual law. How should we assess the relationship
between Baha’i teaching and nineteenth-century metaphysical movements like New Thought,
Christian Science, and Theosophy?
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2. The claim that “the laws of spiritual science are as exact as those of mathematics” is philo-
sophically bold. What would it mean to verify this claim? How does it compare with William
James’s pragmatic account of religious experience as yielding “fruits” that can be evaluated?

3. The teaching on “invisible threads” of connection between persons resonates with contem-
porary relational ontology and field theory. How might modern neuroscience and social
psychology either support or challenge this account?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha claims absolute spiritual freedom while physically confined. How does this
compare with Epictetus’s account of freedom in the Discourses and with Paul’s peace “which
passeth all understanding” in Philippians 47 What do these three figures share, and where
do they diverge?

5. The instruction never to speak of “the faults or weaknesses of others” is offered as a spiritual
law rather than a mere social nicety. What are the practical implications of treating this as
a law with consequences as certain as those of physics?

The Station of ‘Abdu’l-Baha: Effacement as the Crown of Glory

Key Passages

I commune with Thee, O my God, my face bowed to the dust, awaiting the wonders of
Thy favors, my forehead upon the dust in humility before Thy glory and sovereignty,
supplicating Thy kingdom, entreating Thy dominion, hoping for Thy pardon and for-
giveness, seeking Thy grace and benevolence. I know not by what countenance to turn
to Thee, with what heart to place my trust in Thee, with what spirit to make humble
supplication before Thee. — AB00260

My God, my God! Ordain for me the station of scattered dust, and make me pure and
absolute nothingness. Preserve me from the imaginings of Thy creation and the idle
fancies of Thy creatures, that they may not remember me except by this effacement, nor
praise me save for my extinction at Thy most exalted threshold, nor describe me except
as a slave among slaves, nor attribute to me any quality, virtue, station or perfection
save that of being ‘Abdu’l-Baha. — AB00260

O friends of God! This servant, in a state of utter effacement, extinction, evanescence
and poverty, most earnestly entreateth the friends to treat that which hath been revealed
from the Pen of this Prisoner in such wise as to deem it binding and authoritative, and
consider it an article of faith. They should utter no word save “‘Abdu’l-Baha”, offer
no praise except for Him, seek no station or rank, and voice no eulogy but this: should
anyone inquire about this servant’s station, let the answer be “*Abdu’l-Baha”. —
AB00260

Context for Study

ABO00260 is at once a prayer of extraordinary humility and a formal doctrinal definition of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s station—and these two movements are inseparable. The prayer is addressed to God and
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asks for the “station of scattered dust,” “pure and absolute nothingness”: an intensification of the
Sufi vocabulary of fana’ (annihilation) that ‘Abdu’l-Baha deploys with complete seriousness. The
doctrinal instruction that follows does not contradict this but extends it: if ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s entire
being is the station of servitude, then to assign him any other title—Branch, Christ, Manifestation—
is not flattery but confusion, because it displaces his actual nature with an imaginary one. The
restriction to the single title ‘Abdu’l-Baha is thus simultaneously an act of self-definition and an
act of self-erasure: he is defined entirely by his function (servant of Baha, servant of humanity),
not by a status that would place him in the hierarchy of divine Manifestations. This careful self-
positioning resolves a tension present in some early Western Baha’i communities, where enthusiasts
were beginning to identify him as the returned Christ—a misunderstanding he here firmly corrects.
The theological precision is important: ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s authority over interpretation and his desig-
nation as Center of the Covenant are affirmed (what he writes is “binding and authoritative”), even
as his station as a divine Manifestation is denied. The combination is unique in religious history:
a figure of supreme interpretive authority whose title is “Servant.”

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the prayer for “scattered dust” and “pure and absolute nothingness” function
theologically alongside the instruction that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings are “binding and author-
itative”? How do these two claims cohere?

2. The restriction of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s title to “‘Abdu’l-Baha” was issued to correct the tendency
of some Western believers to identify him with the returned Christ. What does this episode
reveal about the dynamics of messianic expectation within new religious movements?

3. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s self-designation as “servant” with the Pauline self-description as
“doulos (slave) of Christ Jesus” (Romans 1:1; Philippians 1:1). What does the highest author-
ity describing itself as “servant” communicate within each tradition?

4. The Sufi tradition of fana’ seeks annihilation of the self in God. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
prayer for “nothingness” compare with this mystical goal, and where does it differ in its social
and institutional implications?

5. What does this tablet’s insistence on a single, minimal title suggest about the relationship
between spiritual humility and institutional clarity? Can an organization benefit from both
simultaneously?

Governance, Elections, and the Emergence of Administration

Key Passages

Since the election of a general Spiritual Assembly is not possible or feasible at present,
there is no choice now but to make do. To the extent possible, an assembly must be
arranged that will attend to necessary matters and all the friends will accept its decisions
wholeheartedly. This is difficult without authority, and until authority is established
nothing will be accomplished and time will be wasted. — ABO01843
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However, the Protector and Helper of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the Aid and Supporter of this
helpless one is the Glorious Lord. The more they practice deception and hypocrisy, the
more we increase our trust and devotion, and the more they rise up with great deceit,
the more we bow our heads in resignation and acceptance. Praise be to God, we are
aflame with love for that Beloved of the horizons and are burned moths. We desire to
sacrifice our lives and seek fulfillment in sacrificing ourselves, and we beseech God that
the end may become the beginning of favors. — ABO01478

Context for Study

ABO01843, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s proposal for an interim Spiritual Assembly in Tehran, is a document of
administrative improvisation of the highest order. Faced with the impossibility of a general elec-
tion under the conditions of 1906 Iran, ‘Abdu’l-Baha proposes a multi-stage process: the Hands
of the Cause and trusted believers name eighty-one distinguished friends; these are divided into
groups of nine; each group elects one member; the nine elected members join the Hands to form
a temporary assembly. The process is complex precisely because the goal is to produce authority
that will be accepted rather than merely imposed—a crucial distinction that ‘Abdu’l-Baha makes
explicit: “without authority, nothing will be accomplished.” This insight that legitimate authority
must be recognized as well as exercised is a foundational principle of political theory from Aristotle
through Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau, but ‘Abdu’l-Baha grounds it in a distinctive Baha’i context:
the assembly’s authority derives ultimately from Baha’u’llah’s institution of the House of Justice,
not from a social contract between individuals. ABO01478, placed alongside the administrative
document, provides the counterweight: at the same time that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is proposing institu-
tional structures, he is affirming that the ultimate reliance is on God rather than on any human
arrangement—the “burned moth” who seeks fulfillment in self-sacrifice rather than in organizational
success.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s interim assembly proposal is driven by the insight that “authority must be
established” before collective decisions can be accepted wholeheartedly. How does this insight
compare with Locke’s theory of legitimate authority through consent of the governed and with
Weber’s typology of legitimate authority?

2. The multi-stage election process proposed here is designed to produce authority that will
be recognized as legitimate under difficult conditions. What does this reveal about ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s understanding of the relationship between process and outcome in the formation of
Baha’i institutions?

3. How does the image of “burned moths” seeking fulfillment in self-sacrifice (AB01478) relate
to the practical administrative work being proposed in AB018437 Are these two modes—
mystical surrender and institutional innovation—in tension or complementary?

4. The authority of Baha’i institutions is grounded ultimately in Baha’'u’llah’s explicit texts
rather than in popular consensus alone. How does this dual grounding in divine text and hu-
man election compare with the relationship between natural law and positive law in Catholic
constitutional theory?
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5. Looking back from the twenty-first century at these embryonic administrative proposals of
1906, what do you see as the most significant institutional seeds being planted in this period?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 136 holds in productive tension two modes of Baha’i life that might appear opposite: the
language of an “army” defined by its character and love, and the language of institutions defined
by their authority and process. The great AB00044 and the institutional letters of this period are
not contradictory but complementary dimensions of a single civilizational project.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the Baha’i vision of a
spiritually transformed community manage to be simultaneously an “army of light”—defined by
the inner quality of its members—and an embryonic institution—defined by legitimate authority
and formal process; and what does this double identity reveal about the relationship
between moral formation and institutional design in the emergence of a new world
order?
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