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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work



Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 137

This 1907 volume is especially marked by the need to define the Center of the Covenant with
precision while keeping the friends fixed upon the practical work of unity, teaching, and service.
AB00252 is the central document in this regard. Addressing disagreement in New York over whether
‘Abdu’l-Baha should be identified with the Second Coming of Christ, it declares that the promised
figures in the prophecies are Baha’u’llah and the Bab, and that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own name, reality,
praise, and glory are summed up in servitude. The letter treats speculation over his station as a
source of discord capable of harming the Cause; the real task is to abolish estrangement, illumine
the world, raise the tabernacle of love, and make servitude, spirituality, and divine qualities visible
in action. AB00260, in the same spirit, pleads that no title or praise be used for him beyond
“Abdu’l-Baha,” making this self-definition an authoritative safeguard against exaggeration and
controversy.

A second cluster centers around teaching in increasingly far-flung places. AB11694 sends a capable
teacher to the coasts of the Sea of Oman, Bahrain, and the Persian Gulf, describing Bahrain
as the homeland of Shaykh Ahmad and the coastal regions as the “beginning point of victories.”
AB12118 dispatches a pilgrim back to Kirmanshah and Kurdistan with detailed messages and
charges the friends to make Kurdistan a spiritual rose-garden through trustworthiness, joy, kindness,
and teaching. AB12116, addressed to a Western believer, directs renewed work in Buffalo and
sends individualized greetings to a wide American network, including Washington believers and in
particular the black friends. AB06185 encourages the preparation of a guest house for travelers,
while also defining wisdom as zeal joined to reason and prudence. These items show a community
moving through pilgrims, teachers, travelers, homes, and correspondence into new regional fields.

The volume also contains a substantial doctrinal and interpretive strand. AB00059 gives a full
explanation of fasting, connecting it with the states of Moses, Christ, Muhammad, the Bab, and
Baha'u’llah at the inception of their missions, and then interpreting the bodily fast as a symbol
of the deeper fast from selfish desire, heedlessness, and animal attributes. AB03269 explains the
invocation “He is God” by affirming the transcendence of the divine Essence beyond imagination
and directing human knowledge of God toward the Manifestation. AB05412 interprets the Apostles’
“speaking in tongues” as a spiritual tongue capable of addressing the inner reality of every people,
rather than as a literal mastery of all languages. AB11056 defines “mystery” as a truth hidden from
ordinary understanding until disclosed by a perfect soul. AB00676 offers a compact philosophy of
religious rejection, tracing how Abraham, Moses, Christ, Muhammad, the Bab, and Baha’u’llah
were each dismissed by contemporaries as bearers of idle fancy, only for time to reveal the truth of
their teachings.

The remaining pieces give the volume its pastoral and communal texture. ABO04716 gives one
of the clearest statements on the Nineteen Day Feast: established by the Bab and confirmed
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by Baha’u’llah, it should combine verses, useful essays, letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, prayer, eloquent
speech, loving fellowship, self-effacing hospitality, and the spirit of the Lord’s Supper. AB01892
and AB06194 reinforce the formative power of gatherings and children’s classes, treating prayer,
sacred readings, and the education of children as means for training humanity. AB05052 is notable
for its address to an early African-descended believer, using the image of the black pupil of the
eye as the source of light and urging him to arise among “that race” as a radiant lamp. AB05067
demystifies the evil eye as imagination producing psychological effects rather than a real force
emanating from the eye. ABO01908 responds to the polemical writings of Za’imu’d-Dawlih with
equanimity, predicting that attacks will spread the Cause as earlier refutations of Christianity
disappeared into oblivion. The volume as a whole presents a community learning to combine
doctrinal discipline, ritual order, teaching mobility, racial and regional inclusion, and the ethic of
love under the clarifying banner of service.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY
Date: 1907-Jan-01

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your detailed letter was
received and read with the utmost care. A sweet fragrance
from its garden of meanings reached the nostrils, and from
its expressions and allusions the signs of sincerity of purpose
became evident. Praise be to God, each one of that company is
like a brilliant lamp, enkindled with the fire of the love of God,
having detached themselves from the world and its peoples,
having burned away the veils of idle fancies, and having stored
up the treasure of truth. I opened my tongue in thanksgiving
at the threshold of the Divine Unity and offered praise and
gratitude to the Pure Lord for having enabled those souls to
serve the Kingdom and for the formation of such an assembly
in New York that will ultimately lead to the guidance of that
region.

2 Concerning what you wrote about the second coming of Christ,
that there are differences among the friends - Glory be to God!
Time and again it has flowed from the pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and has been explicitly and conclusively declared that what is
meant in the prophecies by the Lord of Hosts and the Promised
Christ is the Blessed Beauty and the Exalted One [the Bab],
and the beliefs of all must be centered on this explicit and
conclusive text.

3 As for me: My name is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my being is ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, my attributes are ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my reality is ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, my praise is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for servitude to the Blessed
Beauty is my glorious crown and service to all humanity is
my perpetual religion. Through the bounty and favor of the
Blessed Beauty, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the banner of the Most Great
Peace that waves in the supreme heights, and through the gift
of the Greatest Name, he is the lamp of universal peace that
shines with the light of the love of God. He is the herald
of the Kingdom who awakens East and West, and the voice
of friendship, truthfulness, reality-worship and reconciliation
that has created a tumult throughout all regions. He has not
and will never have any name, title, mention or praise except
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‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is my longing, this is my supreme height,
this is my ultimate purpose, this is my eternal life, and this
is my everlasting glory. Whatever flows from my pen, that
is what you should say. This is the duty of all. Therefore,
the friends of God must support and assist ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
servitude to the Truth, in service to humanity, in good will
toward the human world, and in divine love and kindness.

O friends of God! With the appearance of the Blessed Beauty,
words were abrogated and meanings became manifest. The
time of metaphors has passed and reality has dawned forth.
Servitude must become embodied, love personified, spiritual-
ity visualized, and divine qualities realized. We must become
the cause of life and grant salvation to the heedless. We must
call souls to human perfections and guide nations to unity and
oneness. We must uproot the foundation of estrangement and
make all friends and familiar ones. We must see these heed-
less souls as our own children and nurture them with utmost
love and training until the ignorant become knowing, the blind
become seeing, and the deaf become hearing.

O friends of God! Beware, beware of discord, for through dis-
cord the divine foundation is destroyed, and through the winds
of disagreement the blessed tree remains fruitless. The garden
of unity withers from the cold winter of conflicting thoughts,
and the fire of the love of God grows cold.

;O friends of God! ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the embodiment of servitude

and is not Christ; He is the servant of the world of humanity
and is not its chief; He is utter nothingness and is not possessed
of any existence; He is pure evanescence and is not ever-abiding.
These discussions will yield no result or benefit: We must set
all such debates and controversies entirely aside—mnay, we must
consign them to oblivion and arise to accomplish that which
is enjoined and required in this Day. These are mere words
bereft of inner meaning; they are mere superficialities devoid
of all reality.

That which is true and real is this: that we become united and
agreed in our purpose and arise to flood this darksome world
with light, to banish all enmity and foreignness from among
the children of men, to perfume and revive the world with the
sanctified breezes of the character and conduct of the Abha
Beauty, to cast the light of divine guidance upon East and
West, to raise the tabernacle of the love of God and gather all
people under its sheltering shadow, to confer peace and compo-
sure upon every soul beneath the shade of the blessed Tree, to
show forth such love as to astonish the enemy, to turn ravenous
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and bloodthirsty wolves into the gazelles of the meadows of the
love of God, to cause the oppressor to taste the sweet savour
of meekness, to teach them that kill the submission and acqui-
escence of those that suffer themselves to be killed, to spread
abroad the verses of the one true God, to extol the virtues
and perfections of the all-glorious Lord, to raise to the highest
heaven the cry of “O Thou the Glory of Glories!”, and to cause
the call of “The earth shall shine with the light of her Lord!”1
to reach the ears of the denizens of His Kingdom. Herein is
reality! Herein is guidance! Herein is service! Herein is the
exaltation of the world of humanity!

O loved ones of God! Every soul must call the people to the
servitude of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, not to Christ, and no one must,
either secretly or openly, utter words contrary to the general
teachings. None must regard ‘Abdu’l-Baha as the second com-
ing of Christ; rather, they must consider him as the embod-
iment of servitude, the center of the unity of mankind, the
herald of truth throughout all regions through spiritual power,
the interpreter of the Book by divine text, and one who would
sacrifice himself for each of the loved ones of God in this tran-
sient world.

You must print and circulate this letter. And upon you be the
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To: Nurullah Asadullahzadih Hagiqi, in Akka
Date: 1907-Jan-06

O thou who hast circled around the luminous Spot! Give
thanks unto God that thou hast traversed a thousand leagues
and, like a wind, crossed the desert so that thou mightest be-
come intoxicated from the chalice of the Covenant, take the
cup in hand and surpass the lovers in the marketplace. Praise
be to God that thou hast attained to that which is the ul-
timate desire of the sincere ones, thou hast laid thy head at
the Threshold of Grandeur and with heart and soul offered
supplication and entreaty.
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2 Now return to the regions of Iran and convey my greetings and
message to the faithful loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Kirman-
shah and Kurdistan. That is, convey the Most Glorious and
Most Wondrous greeting to thy respected father Aga Mirza
Asadu’llah and give him hope in the grace and bounty of the
Lord, that he may ever remain intoxicated yet mindful from
the overflowing cup of the favors of the Lord. Give the great
glad tidings to Jinab-i-Hakim Ibrahim that he may make his
heart and soul the envy of the Garden of Paradise through the
fragrances of the love of God. Give the glad tidings of divine
favors to Jinab-i-Dhu’l-Fagar Khan that he may become an
unsheathed sword in support of the Cause of God and may
conquer the regions of hearts. This sword is the song of unity
and the melody of glorification and praise. Make the nostrils of
Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-i-Hamadani perfumed with the soul’s
musk that he may find new life and seek boundless ecstasy and
rapture. I hope that thy brother Mirza ‘Abbas may become
alive and fresh through the holy fragrances. Give glad tidings
of divine confirmation to thy brother Mirza Hasan that he may
acquire a goodly character and become the manifestation of the
bounty of “the best of the best.” Recite the verses of unity to
thy brother Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali that he may find new life.
Give glad tidings of the mercy of the Lord to Jinab-i-Aqa Rah-
mat’u’llah that he may become a sign of bounty and the object
of the glance of favor.

Invite the handmaid of God, thy sister Radiyyih Khanum, to
the good-pleasure of God that she may become content and
well-pleasing. Give the promise of endless favors to the hand-
maid of God, thy sister Habibih Khanum, that she may become
a tranquil soul. Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous
greeting to the handmaid of God, thy sister Saltanat Khanum,
that her soul may become alive. Give glad tidings of the favors
of the Most Glorious Beauty to the handmaid of God, thy sis-
ter Bahiyyih Khanum, that her heart may be stirred. Convey
the greeting of the grace and bounty of the Blessed Beauty
to thy respected mother Aqa Bigum, for truly the mother has
become the manifestation of infinite favors and such a bounty
hath been vouchsafed unto her that all her children, sons and
daughters, are attracted by the divine fragrances. Likewise, for
him who attained the meeting of his Lord, Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn, thy brother, a plea for forgiveness was made at the
Threshold of Oneness. I hope that he may be immersed in the
ocean of pardon and forgiveness.

O visitor who art radiant! The friends of God must make Kur-
distan into a rose-garden and make that region the Paradise of
Delight through the lights of sanctification. In these days when
the nostrils of the horizons are perfumed and the divine call is
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raised in East and West, the friends in that land must conduct
themselves in such a way and show such joy, delight, happi-
ness and gladness, and must behave toward all people of every
nation with such trustworthiness, religiosity and kindness that
hearts may be stirred and souls may become the confidants of
the people of mystery and become harmonious in the love of
the Kind Beloved.

The days are passing and times are fruitless and without result
except for those souls who become divine farmers and scatter
seeds in the soil of hearts, who recite the verses of unity and
raise the melody of glorification and praise. These souls de-
rive results from life and attain to happiness in living, and in
another world they will raise their pavilions and play another
melody, and on the path of love they will burn and build and
melt hearts with the fire of the love of God. They are compan-
ions and confidants and are independent of and free from the
world and all that is therein. Upon them be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious, in the first and the last.
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To: Sadiq Urduabadi
Date: 1907-Jan-06

O faithful servant of God! Truthfulness and sincerity became
the cause of your guidance and enabled you to attain this
bounty. If you did not possess truthfulness, you certainly
would not have investigated reality. Truthfulness is like thirst,
and guidance is like sweet water. Until thirst appears, even
the water of life yields no fruit. As you observe, the sweet and
flowing river of the Euphrates and the fountain of life are clear
and evident, but the thirsty ones are nowhere to be found.

In the days of the Prince of Martyrs, may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for him, that wellspring of divine knowledge and source
of heavenly bounty - the water of life was flowing and coursing,
but there was not a thirsty soul to be found. Now observe that
all the lovers are thirsting for that living fountain, and the cry
of “Thirst! Thirst!” is raised by all the Shi’ites, but it has no
reality, for if it were real they would surely hasten to the shore

i 3ol 5 Bde b Bols fely (!
$1og 56 Cong s a5 Sl
G35k f S o F el AN Guw
LIS Of culds 5 ool tlas asle Gao
Sl J)\,\Z‘_gjfj}?&\ygTng,JS:ﬁb
W;Q\}g.lc&\u;{é@%w

>5hie OB Uy 5yt £ ol

Eoie O Tl 4y Ta2lam bl s
Sl O Qb G g s B ke
2 Obe 2 Ga8 Sy b s e
swqog;@fgfu}wdt,
B phdl ol Wl tanis O

f“ﬁ)%\v\?@b@x&dw@

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=32

ot

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO05052

of the sea of the water of life. They say with their tongues

what is not in their hearts.

In any case, give thanks to God that you have discovered the
spring of Tasnim and received your portion from the Kawther
of the All-Merciful. You have recognized the truth and played
the game of love with the Beloved Friend. And upon you be
the most glorious Glory.
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To: Pocahontas Pope, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jan-06

Render thanks to the Lord that among that race thou art
the first believer, that thou hast engaged in spreading sweet-
scented breezes, and hast arisen to guide others.

It is my hope that through the bounties and favours of the
Abha Beauty thy countenance may be illumined, thy disposi-
tion pleasing, and thy fragrance diffused, that thine eyes may
be seeing, thine ears attentive, thy tongue eloquent, thy heart
filled with supreme glad-tidings, and thy soul refreshed by di-
vine fragrances, so that thou mayest arise among that race and
occupy thyself with the edification of the people, and become
filled with light.

Although the pupil of the eye is black, it is the source of light.
Thou shalt likewise be. The disposition should be bright, not
the appearance.

Therefore, with supreme confidence and certitude, say: “O
God! Make me a radiant light, a shining lamp, and a brilliant
star, so that I may illumine the hearts with an effulgent ray
from Thy Kingdom of Abha.”

Convey, on my behalf, unto the loved ones and unto all the
handmaids of the All-Merciful the utmost affection and loving-
kindness. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Splendour.

BRL__WOMEN#010, COC#:2101
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To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jan-07

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received. Thou hast written regarding thy trip
to the Holy Land. God willing, this desire of thine will be
realized.

The name Aseyeh is acceptable in the Threshold of Oneness,
for the daughter of Pharaoh had this name, who, when (Moses)
the Light of Guidance dawned, became confirmed by the Mer-
ciful One, left the court of Pharaoh with its grandeur and
sovereignty and became perfumed with the fragrances of holi-
ness. Then she assisted in the service of His Holiness (Moses)—
upon him be peace! Also, Aseyeh was the name of my mother.

Thou hast written that thou lovest the Bible. Undoubtedly, the
friends, and the maid-servants of the Merciful should know the
value of the Bible, for they are the ones who have discovered
its real significances and have become cognizant of the hidden
mystery of the Holy Book. [...]

Deliver my greeting to ... and say: “I supplicate God that thou
mayest gladden and rejoice the heart of ... with the melody
of the Kingdom, rend asunder the veil of her concealment, en-
lighten her face with the light of the Most Great Guidance and
make her eyes see and her ears hear.”

Say on my behalf to the maid-servant of God, ..., “The end of
every (material) work is without result, because it is perishable
and inconstant, but the first (real) work is attraction to the
fragrance of God, enkindlement with the fire of the love of
God, reading the verse of Unity and beholding the lights from
the Dawning-place of Mystery. After that cometh the training
of the soul, purification of character and service to humanity.
If thou art able to accomplish any one of these, the result is
eternal and the fruit everlasting.”

Thou hast written regarding thy coming to the Holy Land;
do not hasten, for then thou mayest travel with comfort. It
would be better not to resign from the school, nay rather, avail
thyself of the opportunity during vacation time which is in the
season of summer, and present thyself in this land; because thy
presence in that school is fruitful. Thou shalt finally study the
Persian language. |...]

TAB.218-219, BSC.484 #927x, BSTW#449x
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To: Joseph Johnson, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jan-07

O thou worshipper of Truth!

Thy letter was received and its contents became known. Praise
be to God! immense results and great effects have been pro-
duced by forwarding [recent] Tablets to that country (America).
They gladdened and exhilarated the friends and imparted hap-
piness to the souls. They granted sight to the eyes and hearing
to the ears. It is hoped that wonderful effects will be displayed
in the future, that the friends of God may live and act in accord
with the heavenly teachings, in order that the region of Amer-
ica may become the Paradise of ABHA, that desert and wilder-
ness become the rose-garden of human perfections, the verse of
guidance be read, the melody of “Ya Baha EI-ABHA!” reach
the Kingdom of Beauty; warfare and bloodshed be removed
from among the people, affinity and love hoist their tent upon
the apex of the world, all mankind become real friends with
one another and each soul respect the other. Whenever these
signs appear, then it will become manifest that the Tablets
have had their effect.

TAB.588-589, TAB.238

AB08647

To: Paul Kingston Dealy, in Fairhope, AB
Date: 1907-Jan-08

Consider how the Signs of the Tablet which was revealed to you

on September 1st 1901' have become apparent and manifest.

In that time the hurricane of the violation of the Covenant
has been sweeping over that country, the Fire of the Love of
God has been extinguished and the souls have been in a state
of dejection. That Tablet was sent to you and now you are
beholding how its signs and predictions are fulfilled.

L1 AB05939.
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My meaning was not for Fair Hope, Alabama, alone; but rather
was it for the whole American continent, which will become like
unto it....

BSTW#052nx

AB04530

To: Abdu’l-Ahad Tajir (Miyanaj), in Mianeg
Date: 1907-Jan-09

O thou who art thirsting for the water of life! By the True
One! The gardens of Paradise have drawn near, and the sacred
precincts of the All-Merciful have been adorned, and the foun-
tains of divine knowledge are overflowing, and the Kawthar
of certitude hath gushed forth with sweet, pleasant, delightful
water - a drink blessed for those who partake of it. And I
beseech the manifest horizon that the Lord of the worlds may
lead thee to the living waters, that thy thirst may be quenched,
and thy burning desire cooled, and thy ailment healed. Blessed
are they who drink thereof!

O honored one! Know that people are in the presence of the
manifestation of the All-Merciful and the source of grace and
bounty, except for every vile one who is veiled by the whis-
perings of the slinking tempter, having no portion of the Book
and remaining heedless of the decisive Word. I beseech God
to make thee a guide to what is right and a caller to those of
understanding, that they may hasten to the Lord of lords on
the Day of Return.

O Lord! Assist this unique servant and make him the unique
one of the new age and the distinguished individual, that he
may quicken the decayed bones through the holy fragrances of
Thy sanctity in that distant region. My Lord! Make him a ris-
ing star, an articulate tongue, a radiant lamp, and a lofty tree,
that all who fear the promised Day and severe chastisement
may seek refuge in his shade. Verily Thou art the Glorious
Lord, and verily Thou art the Merciful Lord.
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To: Ali Khan Kirmani, in Garus
Date: 1907-Jan-09

O servant of Baha! Your brilliant letter arrived and its purpose
and intent became clear. You had complained that no reply
to your letter had been received. O spiritual friend! You do
not know that letters surge like waves from all horizons of
the world. Multiple individuals are needed just to read them,
let alone write replies. Moreover, there are questions about
various matters, and beyond that, difficulties and occupations.
Therefore, this very letter itself is a reply - there is no other
choice.

> Furthermore, if during this time a reply to a letter arrives, this
should be counted among extraordinary occurrences, not con-
sidered among ordinary matters. In any case, as long as love
for that kind countenance exists in the heart, successive mes-
sages from the Supreme Concourse continue to arrive. Every
moment a new messenger arrives and divine tidings appear.

I beseech God that you may take firm steps and become suc-
cessful and confirmed in heavenly grace. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Sultan Mahmud Bashir Humayun, in Tabriz
Date: 1907-Jan-09

O thou servant of God! The traces of thy musk-laden pen
were received and the contents of thy precious letter showed
how thou hast turned to the highest Kingdom. How blessed
thou art that in this divine Dispensation, in this century of
God in which the power of His word hath moved the whole
world thy conscience hath been revived and refreshed like unto
Jacob’s, in his eagerness with the scent of the garment of the
true Joseph.

2 Thou hast become enthralled with the love of the compassion-
ate beloved. Thou hast been enchanted by the sight of that

Calian oy (S0 Pasls ) A ey (o
53 e 506 g s 5 0y s
DK &I so3 & Ly 05 Al s
wle & 5 dle s eyl ez 1,
Pl GUT oy ool (63 Blitie oy

S35t Jans

to 53y O Oy 5 At Ol s Ogie
2SN a5t L 0Lt iy O #aadl 5 Ol

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 10


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=248
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-21.html

V]

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB04716

brilliant countenance and attracted to that Beauty. Bestir
thyself, therefore, and become intoxicated with His love. Seek
thou the path of the wanderer lost in His love. Tear asunder
thy garments for the love of the Beloved and be thou a leader
in the company of lovers.

Bear thyself in such wise that all those who see might be as-
tonished and everyone that hath eyes may be astounded and
that such as perceive may shed their tears so that every face
may radiate with smiles. Verily none of this is impossible for
God.
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To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jan-19

O thou steadfast in the Covenant! Thou hast written to Jinab-
i-Manshadi concerning the Feast. This festivity, which is held
on a day of the nineteen-day month, was established by His
Holiness the Bab, and the Blessed Beauty directed, confirmed,
and warmly encouraged the holding of it. It is, therefore, of the
utmost importance. You should unquestionably see to it with
the greatest care and make its value known, so that it may be-
come solidly established on a permanent basis. Let the beloved
of God gather together and associate most lovingly and spir-
itually and happily with one another, conducting themselves
with the greatest courtesy and self-restraint. Let them read
the holy verses, as well as essays which are of benefit, and the
letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha; encourage and inspire one another to
love each and all; chant the prayers with serenity and joy; give
eloquent talks; and praise the matchless Lord.

The host, with complete self-effacement, showing kindness to
all, must be a comfort to each one and serve the friends with
his own hands.

If the Feast is befittingly held, in the manner described, then
this supper will verily be the Lord’s Supper, for its fruits will
be the very fruits of that Supper, and its influence the same.

O faithful servant of the Abha Beauty! Regarding Baltimore,
thou hadst written - convey my respectful greetings to Miss

St dlape popas 5o Olg s b G
sy Qlage U @35 035 50 goltis
Jle EYYY U"""’“L ol Q#jj) 03} )l
Md spep o 2 s sty o 8 Sk
}L&u\szsdgu\zjbwb\qu
Lg\.a-\ :sf Lsc\bj‘)ﬂ &-L.\.@w w‘”\
C;);vv.s'-v:Lr)JJ Ny pe2 S
CS By 5 Ol I ke il ol
Glodlin 5 w8 A Ol Loy 5 dlbos
wls2 s Tle caael y ale =55 sude
S d}‘”‘ﬂ@wﬁ‘)ﬁ&}
5 S Olale O 5 gy JE L5 Al
Al Q)Wr);:;’ublﬁ-)@)’d)jtfﬁ;
Bls 62 b sl
OLL Ceds g iy b e ol 5
fras JE 3 45 Gbs |y ad 4 sl
xlep Gle
):;bjjwb)wadb-wls'-f\ ;,
ddi 14 ML) e Lo O al slaw)
A ole by ol a0l

s 2 pas 55 ool dlas Gole oy )
N IR ET NS PRy P

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 11


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=22
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-110.html

ot

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB04716

Morton and tell her to strive to the extent possible to illumine
Baltimore, lay an eternal foundation, and kindle a lamp whose
rays will shine throughout all ages and centuries to come.

Concerning the Tablet beginning “I call on Thee O Exalted
One, O Faithful One”? about which thou hadst written - this
Tablet is for healing from illness. When seeking healing for a
sick person, it should be chanted with the utmost attention,
mindfulness and concentration in a sweet melody.

i Concerning Buddha and Confucius about which thou hadst

written - Buddha was an illustrious personage and Confucius
likewise was the cause of the progress, glory and happiness of
the Chinese people. Now is not the time for us to discuss
the station and ranks of those who have gone before. We
must look to the present. Whatever is past is past. Now is
the time to confine our words to the Most Great Luminary
of peace and tranquility of this age. We must speak of the
Blessed Beauty and give news of His counsels, exhortations
and teachings. Buddha and Confucius were kings who passed
away before; their sovereignty in this world came to an end and
their cycle passed. Now the throne of the Abha Kingdom is
established and the Blessed Beauty is seated upon the throne
of grandeur. We must raise this call and exalt the Word of
God and act according to the counsels and exhortations of the
Blessed Beauty.

Concerning Pyush Kanti Ghosh residing in Calcutta, India,
thou hadst written that he had sent you names of those with
whom he had spoken about the Cause of God - if you corre-
spond with them there is no harm, rather it would be beneficial.

As for tests, they must needs be severe so that souls that are
weak may withdraw and souls that are firm and sincere may
shine forth like a brilliant star from the horizon of supreme
steadfastness. And upon thee be glory.

BRL_ATE#179x, BRL_MEET.AB#26x, BSW#16.28x, TAB.468-470,
COC#0918x, LOG#0808x, BSC.459 #845x, SW_ v024#06 p.006
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To: Rubabih wife of Javad Sabbagh, in Yazd
Date: 1907-Jan-24

O maidservant of God! Truly you have become the object of
a great calamity and have witnessed a tremendous tribulation.
You sacrificed your precious companion Aga Mirza Javad the
martyr for that Kind Beloved, and likewise the passing of Aqa
Mirza Jalal became the cause of your sorrow and grief. But
you were successful in attaining to God’s good-pleasure and
were confirmed with eternal grace. You opened your eyes to
the Beauty of the All-Glorious and chanted the verses of unity.
Know the value of this gift and do not be heedless for a moment.
Everyone’s time will come to an end and all affairs will be
rolled up, but you have won the ball of divine bestowal in
this field and pressed your face to the dust in humility and
submissiveness. The women of the world lost, but you won.
They did not recognize the Truth, but you found the path
to reality and attained the greatest bounty in the world of
creation.

Convey my respectful greetings to the wife of the martyr Aqa
Mashhadi Hasan, the maidservant of God Sakinih Sultan. I
have sought forgiveness from the Court of the Divine Unity
for their mother. Show utmost kindness to Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar
and Aqa ‘Ali-Muhammad and give them hope of great grace
and bounty. Give glad-tidings of the favors of the All-Merciful
to their mother, the maidservant of God Sakinih Sultan, and
say: Do not be sorrowful, do not be grieved. Your honored
companion, that holy martyr, has raised his tent in the new
Kingdom, and two free sons-in-law have unfurled their banner
in the Supreme Concourse. Given this, why do you weep and
lament? Be joyous - soon it will become evident and manifest
that those noble souls are seated and established upon the
throne of everlasting sovereignty in the Kingdom of the All-
Merciful. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11694

AB02544

To: Naddaf, Muhammad Rida et al.
Date: 1907-Jan-24

O ye who are steadfast, man and woman alike! Render thanks
unto God that ye are faithful believers, possessed of certitude
and wholly attracted to God. This is the bounty and bestowal
of the Living God, the Self-Subsisting! This is the munificence
and mercy of the Lord of the Kingdom, for many are the eyes
closed in heedless sleep, whereas your eyes are awakened. Many
are the ears deprived of hearing, while your ears vibrate to
the delightsome melody of the Concourse on high. Souls are
engulfed in the maelstrom of error, bereft of the choice wine of
guidance, but praised be God, ye are walking in the pathway
of true guidance and have benefited from the appearance of
the Glory of Sinai.

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha is fervently beseeching at the Divine Threshold,
supplicating and saying: O Divine Providence! Vouchsafe bliss-
ful joy to Thy faithful friends and admit these awakened ones
into the circle of the righteous. O God! O Thou Self-Subsisting
One! Bestow a share upon all, provide for all. O Thou Mer-
ciful One, O Thou Compassionate One. Enable us to gain
admittance into Thy delectable paradise and make us truly
steadfast. Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful and Thou
art the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.
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AB11694

To: Mirza Jalal Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1907-Jan-24

O servant of God! Your letter was received. Regarding what
you were commissioned and had inquired about - that place is
in the coastal regions of the Sea of Oman and Bahrain, for until
now no one has gone to those parts and the divine call has not
reached there through holy souls. Only reports from strangers
have been received. Therefore, a knowledgeable and assured
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person like yourself must travel to those regions with the ut-
most joy and fragrance and teach, so that perhaps blessed souls
may be found there - and they will certainly be found.

Likewise, along the shores of the Persian Gulf, especially
among the Indians, the constant coming and going of enlight-
ened souls is necessary and obligatory. I have entrusted this
task to you, and if I were given the opportunity and freedom
and were not prevented, I would certainly have hastened to
those regions myself and would not have rested for a moment,
for Bahrain is the homeland of the illustrious Shaykh, His
Holiness Ahsa’i. Now I have appointed you as deputy for this
service. You must certainly move quickly, for time is passing.
This service is very important since the coastal regions of the
Sea of Oman are the beginning point of victories.

Regarding Monsieur Lehne, it was written to Monsieur Dreyfus.
Convey loving greetings on my behalf to Aqa Ghulam-Husayn
Mirza and Jinab Mirza Muhammad-Sadiq Khabbaz. Jinab
Aga Mirza Muhammad-Sadiq is permitted to attend. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Naddaf, Muhammad Husayn et al.
Date: 1907-Jan-24

O my God, my God! These are Thy assured servants and
maidservants who have heard the call and responded to the
summons, who have turned toward the Abha Kingdom and
been drawn by the holy fragrances in this Day of Meeting.
They remained firm in Thy religion and steadfast in Thy Cause,
they chanted Thy verses and believed in Thy words.

My God, my God! I beseech Thee and implore Thee to grant
forgiveness of sins, removal of veils, abundant bounty and the
greatest gift to these believing women and God-fearing ones.

O Lord! Illumine their sight by beholding Thy Beauty, dispel
their sorrows through Thy bestowed grace, admit them into
Thy holy Kingdom, and gather them among those near unto
Thee on the carpet of Thy companionship. Make them signs of
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forgiveness, cast upon them the word of favor and benevolence,
and deal with them as manifestations of light in the Kingdom
of mysteries.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily
Thou art the Forgiving, the Merciful, the Relenting One.
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ABO05067

To: Bamis Mihraban, in Bombay
Date: 1907-Jan-24

O servant of God! Regarding what you wrote about the pure
and impure eye, meaning the evil eye - this is purely imagi-
nary. However, feelings arise in souls from this imagination,
and these feelings become the cause of effects.

For example, if someone becomes known for having an evil eye,
that this person has a malevolent gaze, and another person
believes and is convinced about the effects of the evil eye, when
that person known for having an evil eye looks at this poor
soul, the one who believes becomes agitated and disturbed, and
expects some calamity to befall them. These feelings become
the cause and certain events occur. Otherwise, it is not that
some affliction actually emanated from that person’s eye and
reached this person’s being.

Therefore if someone has such a thought cross their mind that
a certain person has an evil eye and has looked at them, they
should immediately engage in the remembrance of God so this
imagination is removed from their heart.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

ADMS#152

5 S e oo s (Al fek
A3y 035k pB o e Sbel g STU
w2 GOV Gllaal dy g a2
e Slalao) O 355 Juole i 5o
Czl“{v\elib"ﬂ @L%Jﬂs@gh"
R 3 e S5 (oo 5 S gl it
e oy o 3T 0 gt Sl
Chhae age O M o)lg Ob ol
G 555 i 5 552 Aol NE
Jols Gleds 5 550 i Sl o) 555
oast C}T(‘&g—)\ FYRCOW PRI nf
ey 2t ) sy y A3 3le (B

§ o5 ok o e s 511
b os il s Col dhoryph e O
D BN as o b ssd Jsate A ST
Jif

& -—
el e
BRL__ DAK#0453, MKT3.257b,
AVK1.332x, AVK3.359.10x, PYB#094

p.03, ANDA#81 p.06, YARP2.472 p.350,
GHA .454-455

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 16


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/tarikh-i-amr-i-bahai_dar_shahr-i-qum_vol1.pdf
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/tarikh-i-amr-i-bahai_dar_shahr-i-qum_vol1.pdf
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/ab05067/
http://www.bahai.org/r/231560675
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-257.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK1/ak1-357.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-363.html
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-81
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-356.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/GHA/gha-463.html

V]

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO02678

AB06185

To: Hammami, Hasan et al., in Tabriz

Date: 1907-Jan-24

I have heard that you intend to prepare a guest house for trav-
elers. This purpose is acceptable, noble and pleasing, and will
surely yield praiseworthy results and great benefits. It is aus-
picious and blessed. However, it must be carried out with
wisdom, lest the heedless arise to create disorder and engage
in conflict. Affairs must be conducted with wisdom, and the
meaning of wisdom is to be fervent and enthusiastic, without
a moment’s rest, while proceeding with reason and prudence,
“By those who govern affairs.”

Azerbaijan has acquired capacity; this capacity must not be
wasted. Therefore, the friends of God must deal with those
who oppose them with the utmost love, kindness and goodly
conduct, and strive to guide souls to the extent of their ability.
If each of the friends were to guide one person in a year, that
region would become a supreme paradise in a brief period.
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To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz
Date: 1907-Jan-30
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ol b !
The letter mentioning the affair of Siraj al-Mulk and the |, S J“} P ‘;‘ml\f“ ;‘,;a_, 5o S

Farrash-Bashi was received and its contents were understood.
In these days the regions of Iran are in turmoil, with difficulties
arising between the government and people, but these will be
resolved. Now the friends of God must observe some wisdom
so as not to cause alarm and contention among people.

Praise be to God, the all-encompassing power is effective and
soon whatever is your ultimate desire in this world will be
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achieved. Pray that your companion will appreciate the value
and arise to whatever thanksgiving requires.

The friends of God must consider time precious and engage in
spreading divine fragrances and promoting divine teachings so
that souls may be educated and make progress in all degrees
of divine advancement. Let the market of excellence and per-
fection flourish and the star of virtue and wisdom shine forth.
Let Iran become the center of knowledge and wisdom and Ira-
nians become the manifestation of the human world. This is
not possible except through divine education and cannot be
achieved save through heavenly bestowals.

Convey yearning greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the friends
and say: O divine friends! This is the time of passion and
rapture, the moment of love and sacrifice. The Sun of Truth
has shed such radiance from the pure realm and hidden world
that East and West have become brilliant and illumined. Eyes
must be opened to see and ears must be given hearing power
to hear the divine call.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03669

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan
Date: 1907-Jan-30

...0 friends! Praise be to God, ye are wanderers in the wilder-
ness of divine love and lost in the desert of the love of God.
Ye are dwellers in the court of the Beloved and distracted by
those perfumed tresses. For the sake of God ye have become
homeless and for love of the Blessed Beauty ye have become
notorious and distracted, bewildered and enraptured. Know
ye the value of this bounty and count as a prize this grace and
generosity.

Ere long kings and subjects, ministers and princes, rich and
poor, all shall be buried beneath layers of earth, nameless and
traceless in the corners of the grave. But each of you, like unto
a brilliant star, shall shine from the horizon of reality upon the
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world of being, and through the passage of ages and centuries
shall remain radiant. Your eternal glory shall increase day by
day, and in the Concourse on High, with bright countenance,
ye shall so shine forth that your luminous rays will illumine
the centuries and cycles. Therefore, ye must strive moment by
moment to become the cause of the illumination of the world
and must serve day and night to guide all who dwell on earth.
Become true physicians, heal the sick, bind up the wounds,
teach the ignorant divine knowledge and wisdom, guide the
lost ones to the path of salvation, bring forth another chalice,
give to drink another wine, and bestow another ecstasy.
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ABO00676

The Rejection of the Manifestations of God in Fvery Age
Date: 1907-Feb

When Abraham was sent forth, however much He expounded
the truth, established the religion of God, disseminated new
teachings, and explained the divine mysteries, the Assyrians
and the Chaldeans would say, “This is but an idle fancy and
an empty tale, a mere figment of the imagination. It will never
come to pass.” Even more, they called it sheer ignorance and
counted themselves among the exponents of reason and under-
standing. But before long it became clear that what Abraham
had proclaimed was indeed the truth, and that it was their own
thoughts that were the idle fancies. For after a short time the
teachings of Abraham were realized in the world: The Holy
Land was given to His descendants; the foundations of the
religion of God were established; Isaac and Jacob came into
the world; Joseph became ruler in Egypt; Ishmael was blessed
and illumined Mount Paran; Moses the Interlocutor appeared,
beheld in the desert of Sinai the blazing fire of God in the
Burning Bush, rescued the Israelites from their oppression and
captivity at the hands of the Egyptians, led them to the Holy
Land, and, through His teachings and His religion, which were
consonant with the needs of the age, founded a mighty nation.
Thus did the deniers fully experience their error, yet they were
not chastened or admonished.
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On the contrary, when Moses appeared they erred anew, for
Pharaoh’s people regarded the teachings and the law of Moses
as mere fancy and accorded them no importance, considering
their own ideas to represent the truth. But after a short time
it became clear and evident that what Moses had proclaimed
was indeed the truth and had come to pass, that the religion of
God had been put into full effect and had secured the honour
and advancement of all Israel, and that it was the thoughts
and imaginations of the Egyptians that were the idle fancies.
This was the second experience and yet the people were still
not admonished and awakened, but rather persisted in their
ignorance until Jesus appeared with a beauteous countenance
and an eloquent tongue, and spread abroad the sweet savours
of the rose-garden of divine mysteries and imparted the grace
of the Holy Spirit.

The people, notwithstanding their two previous experiences
wherein their error had been established, claimed again that
the teachings of the glorious Gospel were idle fancies—that
they were mere thoughts and imaginations, that they were de-
void of all reality, and that they lacked in philosophical sub-
stance. “These are but vain and idle thoughts,” they would
say, “whereas we possess true knowledge and lofty ideas, we
have wisdom and discernment, and we know the ways of sound
governance.” But before long their error was exposed, for what
Jesus had said was sound and true: It was heavenly thoughts
and divine teachings, whereas the prevailing thoughts of the
tribes and nations of the earth were the vain and idle fancies.
This was the third error and yet another experience which was
later also repeated upon the appearance of Muhammad and
the Bab.

Now Baha’u’llah has appeared, the divine teachings and admo-
nitions have been unveiled, the call of the oneness of humanity
has been sounded, the banner of the kingdom of peace is flying,
and the tabernacle of love and harmony amongst all mankind
has been raised in the very heart of the world and is summon-
ing all people. And yet again some ignorant souls imagine that
these divine teachings are without foundation and regard their
own imaginations as lofty thoughts. But before long it will be-
come manifest that what He has proclaimed is sound, proven,
and compelling, and that all other thoughts are vain and idle.
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Date: 1907-Feb
Question/topic: What is the divine wisdom of fasting?

Question: What is the divine wisdom of fasting?

Answer: There is many a divine wisdom in fasting. Among
them is this: that, in the days when He Who is the Dayspring
of the Sun of Truth engages, through divine inspiration, in re-
vealing the verses of God, in establishing His religion, and in
setting forth His teachings, He is so enraptured and enkindled
as to find no time for food or drink. For example, when Moses
went up to Mount Sinai to establish the religion of God, He
fasted for forty days; and fasting was therefore enjoined upon
the Israelites to awaken and admonish them. Likewise Christ,
at the beginning of the foundation of His divine religion, the
establishment of His teachings, and the formulation of His ad-
monitions, disregarded for forty days all physical necessities
and refrained from food and drink. The Apostles and early
Christian believers also fasted, but this fast was changed by
the Church Councils to abstinence from certain foods. Simi-
larly, the Qur’an was revealed during the month of Ramadan
and therefore the fast was enjoined during that period. In
the same way, in the beginning of His manifestation, the Bab
would be so overcome with emotion at the revelation of the di-
vine verses that for days He would confine himself to drinking
tea. Likewise, in the days when He was instituting the di-
vine teachings, and when the divine verses would be sent down
continuously, Baha’u’llah would be so overwhelmed with the
intensity of their influence and the emotions surging within His
heart that He would take but little food.

Our meaning is that it has been enjoined upon the generality of
the people to fast likewise for a few days, that they might follow
the example of the divine Manifestations and call to mind Their
state and condition. As history records, the Christians would
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in the early days observe a complete fast. For every sincere soul
who has a beloved aspires to whatever condition his beloved is
experiencing: If the beloved were sad he would wish for sorrow,
and if joyous he would aspire to joy; if the beloved were at
ease he would seek comfort, and if troubled he would desire the
same. Now, since in those days the Bab and Baha’u’llah would
abstain from food and drink, or would partake of only the least
amount, it became incumbent upon Their loved ones to follow
Their example. Even as it is said in the Tablet of Visitation:
“...who, for love of Thee, have observed all whereunto they were
bidden”. This is but one of the wisdoms of fasting.

The second wisdom is that fasting is conducive to spiritual
awareness. One’s heart grows more tender, one’s spirituality is
increased, and as a result one’s thoughts become purely focused
on the remembrance of God. Such awareness and awakening
leads inexorably to spiritual progress.

The third wisdom is this. There are two kinds of fast: ma-
terial and spiritual. The material fast consists in abstaining
from food and drink, that is, refraining from satisfying the
physical appetites. But the true and spiritual fast is for man
to forsake covetous desires, heedlessness, and evil and animal-
istic attributes. The material fast is therefore a symbol of that
spiritual fast. It is like saying: “O Divine Providence! As I am
abstaining from bodily desires and from all occupation with
food and drink, even so purify and sanctify my heart from the
love of anyone save Thyself, and shield and protect my soul
from corrupt inclinations and satanic qualities, that my spirit
may commune with the breaths of holiness and fast from the
mention of all else besides Thee.”

BRL_ATE#200x, BRL_ TTT#05, LOG#0779x, LOG#0784x, SW
p-305, TTCT.09-11
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The Meaning of the Invocation “He is God”
Date: 1907-Feb

Question/topic: Why is the expression "He is God” used at the beginning of the Tablets and

Epistles?

Question: Why is the expression “He is God” used at the be-
ginning of the Tablets and Epistles?

Answer: This is a common practice in the East among the
Muslims, and their intent is that one must begin all things
with the mention of God. But what is intended in the divine
Tablets is that the reality of the divine Essence is sanctified
above all understanding, exalted beyond all imagination. For
whatsoever man may imagine is encompassed by him, and that
which encompasses is without a doubt greater than that which
is encompassed. It is therefore clear that what is imagined
is the creation, not the Creator. For the reality of Divinity
is sanctified above all human fancy. In this day all people are
worshippers of idle fancies, for they conceive a god in the realm
of imagination and worship him. Thus if you were to ask some-
one who is engaged in prayer: “Whom are you worshipping?”
he would say: “God.” “What God?” “God as I imagine Him.”
Whereas that which is in his imagination is not God. All peo-
ple are therefore worshippers of their own thoughts and fancies.

3 Thus for man there is no path to tread and no place to turn
save unto the holy Manifestations. For, as already mentioned,
the reality of Divinity is transcendent, sanctified, and beyond
all imagination. All that can be imagined are the holy and
divine Manifestations. There is nowhere else for man to direct
his gaze, and should he pass beyond this he will fall prey to
delusion. Thus what is meant by the words “He is God” is that
that manifest Being is the promised Beauty and the Day-Star
of Truth, the Exponent of the secrets of Lordship and Divinity,
the Repository of the mysteries of the All-Merciful, and the
Source of the signs of His Singleness; and that I have begun
my discourse with His blessed Name.
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AB05412

The Meaning of Speaking in Tongues
Date: 1907-Feb

Question/topic: What is meant by the Apostles’ speaking in tongues?

Question: What is meant by the Apostlesi speaking in tongues?

Answer: The meaning is that the Apostles taught in a spiritual
tongue, a tongue that embraces all tongues. For the Word of
the Kingdom comprises spiritual meanings and divine myster-
ies, and whoso attains to this Word will find the realities and
mysteries of creation to be clear and evident. The divine inner
meanings are the all-encompassing reality of all tongues.

Therefore, the Holy Spirit endowed the Apostles with the
tongue of the Kingdom, and they spoke with all peoples as if
in their own tongue; that is, whenever they conversed with
a person of any faith or nation, it was as though they were
speaking his own tongue. Were it otherwise, there are at
present more than a thousand known languages and it would
be fair to expect that the Apostles would have written at least
one Gospel in the language of one of the other nations. It is,
however, well established that the Gospel was written only in
Hebrew and in Greek. No Gospel was even written in Latin,
though that was at the time the official language of the land.
Yet, as the Apostles were not proficient in Latin, no Gospel
was written in that language.
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ABU1930

Words to Corinne and Arna True spoken in Feb. 1907 in Haifa/Akka

The Master said there were four kinds of light; the light from
the lamp was one; but because the face of a man does not
give out light as the lamp does, is man less than the lamp or
greater? Some worms give off a light — is man or the worm
greater? Man does not give out such a light, but man has
the kingdom of the mind and it is the light of this kingdom
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which some see when they love a person very much, and they
mistake it for a material light when it is not. This comes from
the emotional nature and is an imagination.

Then there is the Light of the Holy Spirit possessed by God’s
Chosen Ones. The minds of men cannot comprehend this Light
— thus they martyr those who come with this Light. But time
proves that their Light was the true Light and that the light
of the minds of the men of their time was limited.

They comprehend the past, present and future and see things
as they will be when accomplished. St. John, on the Isle of
Patmos, seeing into the future, foretold what would come to
pass in this present Day. There is no time to this Light — it
knows all things.

TTCT.31-32

AB11056

The Meaning of the “Muysteries”
Date: 1907-Feb
Question/topic: What is meant by "mysteries” in the blessed Tablets?

Question: What is meant by “mystery” in the Sacred Tablets? e 4 Sls C\)\ BY :,.u 3 sgas s 1
Sl
Answer: By “mystery” is meant matters and questions that are 3| § Slas 5 Jlas ;« 3 spate Olp 2
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To: Baha’is of Fruitport, MI et al.
Date: 1907-Feb-09

O ye maid-servants of His Majesty, the Lord—daughters and
sons of the Kingdom!

The meeting of the Lord’s Supper, which you held in the home
of Mr. and Mrs...(was blessed) with the lights of the Beauty
of the Merciful, which shone from the Kingdom of ABHA, and
Abdul-Baha was present in spirit and heart although absent
in body. That meeting was exceedingly bright, and as the
rose-garden, emitted a pleasant fragrance.

Meetings organized with the utmost holiness and piety,
wherein those who are present engage in the mention and
thought of God, and wherein the verses of Oneness are
chanted and the prayers of the Threshold of the Lord of Verses
are offered and the exhortations and counsels of the Blessed
Beauty recited, such meetings are illumined, spiritual, divine
and heavenly. They are the means of training the world of
humanity.

I am, night and day, engaged in remembering you, and happy
with your thought, and ask the Lord of the Kingdom for confir-
mation, that He may make each one of you a sign of guidance
and the means of educating and guiding other women and men.

The bounty and grace of God in this illumined cycle is like
the ocean. Every instant it surges, reaching the apogee with
its waves and inundating the shores of existence. Therefore,
O ye maid-servants of the Merciful and servants of God, en-
deavor while this ocean is still surging and this cloud raining
and pouring, to make the surface of the earth feel the real-
ity, that it may grow the hyacinths, the flowers and fruits of
concord, peace, love, faith, realities and significances.

TAB.675-676
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AB03034

To: Abdu’l-Ahad Tajir (Miyanaj), in Mianeg
Date: 1907-Feb-10

O thou whose breast is dilated by the verses of guidance, whose
heart is attracted by the fragrances wafting from the gardens
of the Supreme Kingdom, whose eyes are delighted by behold-
ing the Most Great Sign, whose spirit is strengthened by the
confirmation of the All-Powerful One! I have chanted verses of
thanksgiving to God for having guided you to the Most Great
Guidance and the Supreme Gift, and for having led you onto
the Straight Path and shown you the Right Way. With all
humility and contrition, I implore the Kingdom of the Mighty,
the Compelling, to bless your morn and illumine your lamp
and fill your cups with the wine of knowledge and wisdom,
that you may pass around that overflowing cup of the love of
God in every gathering where the loved ones of God are as-
sembled, and that He may cause you to speak in praise and
teach you from the mysteries of the Supreme Concourse and
make you a goodly example to all who hear and call out and
say: “Our Lord! We have heard a caller calling to faith, saying
‘Believe in your Lord!” So we believed.”

My God, my God! This is Thy truthful servant and Thy sin-
cere bondsman who has heard the call raised from the highest
heaven, who has turned toward Thy Most Glorious Kingdom
and has fallen prostrate before Thy greatness among all people,
submissive and humble before Thy sovereignty which has en-
compassed all things. O Lord! Make him a herald of harmony
throughout all regions and a bearer of glad tidings of the Word
of the Lord of the Daybreak among the lovers. Through him
guide the souls, illumine the faces, dilate the hearts, and glad-
den the spirits with the signs of Thy bestowal, O Lord of grace!
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower. Ver-
ily Thou art the Powerful, the Strong, the Possessor of grace
and bounty.
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AB06194

To: Russell, Eva W et al., in Chicago
Date: 1907-Feb-10

O ye two well-loved handmaids of God! Whatever a man’s
tongue speaketh, that let him prove by his deeds. If he claimeth
to be a believer, then let him act in accordance with the pre-
cepts of the Abha Kingdom.

Praised be God, ye two have demonstrated the truth of your
words by your deeds, and have won the confirmations of the
Lord God. Every day at first light, ye gather the Baha’i chil-
dren together and teach them the communes and prayers. This
is a most praiseworthy act, and bringeth joy to the children’s
hearts: that they should, at every morn, turn their faces to-
ward the Kingdom and make mention of the Lord and praise
His Name, and in the sweetest of voices, chant and recite.

These children are even as young plants, and teaching them
the prayers is as letting the rain pour down upon them, that
they may wax tender and fresh, and the soft breezes of the love
of God may blow over them, making them to tremble with joy.

Blessedness awaiteth you, and a fair haven.
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AB04859

To: Elizabeth Fyrn Ambrose, in Baltimore
Date: 1907-Feb-11

Thy services in Baltimore were truly great and became accept-
able and approved. Display thou an effort in order to bring
unity and agreement among the friends so that all of them
may become as one soul. Likewise engage thyself in guiding
the people to the Kingdom. The prayers of Abduil-Baha for
thee will prove greatly effective, and my correspondence with
thee is interrupted. For in My Spirit I supplicate and entreat
toward the Kingdom of ABHA on thy behalf.
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The essence of correspondence is this: to be imprinted upon
the Tablet of the heart. This (correspondence) is sent to thee
without intermission by the Faithful Messenger of Spirit. Con-
sequently, look thou upon and study thyself. Whenever thou
beholdest that the soul has glad-tidings; the heart is rejoiced;
the eye and the insight are illumined; the ears opened; the
tongue is fluent in uttering the Truth of His Highness, the
Merciful One, and the spirit is soaring heavenward with joy,
know thou of a certainty that the Tablet has reached thee.

Upon thee be Baha El-Abha)

SW_ v14#07 p.211

AB12116

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1907-Feb-16

O maidservant of God who is attracted! Your letter arrived
and its contents were extremely sweet. Praise be to God that
you have been successful in service to the Kingdom and have
become the cause of guidance for souls. Night and day you
should offer thanks that you have received confirmation and
success.

Convey my message to Mr. Mills and say that your name is
mentioned in the Kingdom and recorded in the book of the
chosen ones, but you must strive so that day by day faith and
certitude may increase. Convey respectful greetings to Mrs.
Mills and say that you and Mr. Mills must sacrifice yourselves
for the Lord of Hosts so that you may find new life in the
eternal world. The maidservant of God Sprague is accepted
and praised at the divine threshold - glad tidings to her!

O maidservant of God, return again to Buffalo for teaching.
The breathings of the Holy Spirit arrive and bestow eternal
life. Act according to the four letters that were written to
the friends in Iran, which were translated and published, and
arise. If the divine friends and maidservants of the Merciful
in America conduct themselves according to the counsels and
advice of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in a short time that region will become
the Most Glorious Paradise.

Convey a message of love to Mrs. La Tour - I ask God that
she may become a nightingale in the rose garden of meanings.
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Convey highest respects to Miss A. Bailey - she must be dili-
gent and aware so that she may partake of this heavenly feast.
Comfort Mrs. Thompson on my behalf - I hope she becomes
a fruitful tree. I always remember Mrs. L. Luetti and send
respectful greetings. Express my love to Miss Dely and guide
her to steadfastness. Convey utmost love and consideration
from me to Mr. and Mrs. Parmelee - I ask God that both may
be illumined by the light of the Kingdom. Convey heartfelt
respects to Professor Wilson and his esteemed wife and give
them glad tidings of divine bounty. Send longing greetings
to Mr. Durby. Give Mrs. Bloomer glad tidings of divine fa-
vors. Remind Mrs. Conner of the mention of God. Guide Mrs.
Hoochick to humility and submissiveness in the path of the
Kingdom. Keep Mrs. Goodsill occupied with chanting prayers.
Show utmost love to Mrs. D. Cheney. Convey respectful greet-
ings to Mrs. Kinsity. Send greetings and a message from me
to Mrs. Hoffman. Comfort Mrs. Montgomery with divine glad
tidings. Make Miss Sanghwick and her sister happy with lov-
ing greetings. Give Mrs. Daylord the promise of divine bounty.
Give Mrs. Hall the glad tidings of the favors of the Merciful.
Keep Mrs. Kysor occupied with the mention of God. Give Mr.
Luther glad tidings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s utmost love. Give Mr.
Ralph Osborn the promise of confirmations of the Holy Spirit -
I hope he engages in service to the Kingdom and is successful.
I will supplicate and implore at the threshold of the One for
Mr. Remy’s friends and seek heavenly confirmations.

O maidservant of God, convey ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s love and long-
ing to the friends in Washington. I always ask God that the
lights of the Kingdom may shine more brightly day by day
in Washington and that region may become more illumined.
Convey respectful greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Mr. and
Mrs. Neikirt, Mr. and Mrs. Hoford, Miss Nilgar Winkelman,
Elizabeth Follins, Farrow and her daughter, Fanny Hagner and
the black friends.

Several cornelian stones inscribed with the Greatest Name are
being sent within this letter. And upon you be the Most Glo-
rious Glory.

BBBD.032b
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AB03197

To: Sarah J Farmer
Date: 1907-Feb-16

O thou who art favored in the Kingdom of the Almighty!

The letter that thou hast written with the utmost eloquence,
compassion, humility and submission of heart and spiritual
emotions, hath been read.

If the people live and act in accord with the General Tablets
which are revealed to the beloved of the East and of the West,
this universe will become another universe and the whole ex-
istence of this world will be clad in another garment. You
must encourage and reinforce the beloved of God and the maid-
servants of the Merciful that they may live and act in accord
with the teachings in the General Tablets.

Consider thou how vast is the arena of the Kingdom—it hath
environed the whole world. The splendor of Providence hath
encircle all races, nations, communities and religions; the foun-
dation of foreignness is swept away and the basis of Oneness is
established; love hath become universal and the spiritual ties
are strengthened. |...]

TAB.304

AB06662

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Feb-16

O thou sincere servant of God!

Thy letters are received regularly and by reading them joy was
produced.

Thou hast written regarding the building of the Mashrak-el-
Azcar in Washington. This matter was discussed with the
maid-servant of Baha’, Miss ... It hath been concluded that
when she arrives in America she will discuss this question with
you. Whatever will be the conclusions of your discussion write
to Acca. The maid-servant of Baha’ is in Paris; she will go
to America. These services of thine are in reality worthy of
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praises, that thou hast sacrificed thyself wholly to the True
One.
Mr... and Mr... arrived and stayed

a few days here. Then, with the utmost joy and fragrance,
they started toward India.

TAB.470-471

AB09054

To: Marie A Watson, in Corry, PA
Date: 1907-Feb-16

Thy letter was received. It became conducive to happiness. Up
to the present thou hast been serving in the Kingdom of God
and hast been assisted. I hope that, in the future, thou wilt
become assisted more and serve more.

Praise be to God! Thou art watched by the glances of Provi-
dence and art encircled with endless bounties. I hope that, day
by day, thou mayest step further, become characterized with
a godlike nature and disposition, manner and morals, in order
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that thou mayest become the cause of the guidance of many S
souls and the instrument for the illumination of a region.

MKT7.002a
TAB.226
ABO01657

To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad, Committees
Date: 1907-Feb-21

O Lord! O Originator of all existence, Source of favors, Fore-
most in beneficence and Abundant in aid! Thou seest Thy
sincere servants turning to Thy Kingdom, submissive to Thy
Dominion, attracted to the lights of Thy Realm, yearning for
Thy beauty, discovering the mysteries of Thy Cause, arising
to serve Thee, confident in Thy might and power. They have
gathered together, united and agreed upon exalting Thy Word,
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spreading Thy remembrance, diffusing Thy fragrances and act-
ing according to Thy counsels.

O Lord! Fulfill what Thou hast promised in Thy mighty Book,
in the explicit words of Thy Scriptures and Tablets, to assist
the sincere ones in diffusing the fragrances, to aid those drawn
nigh through the angels of heaven, to strengthen those who

spread the signs and verses, and to honor those attracted to
the beauty of the All-Merciful.

O Lord! These are distinguished servants who have arisen to
spread the lights of guidance in those vast regions. O Lord!
Fulfill their hopes, assist their supporters, refine their meanings
and reward their endeavors. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Helper, the Glorious, the Bestower.

O Kind God! The friends are sacrificing themselves and the
loved ones are striving with heart and soul so that the light
of reality may shine and the cloud of mercy may pour down
its rain and the breeze from the Abha Paradise may waft its
fragrance to all nostrils. May the furnace of possibility be-
come the garden of unity, the thornbush of ignorance become
the rosegarden of knowledge, the thorny field of hatred and
enmity become the highest paradise, so that all humanity may
gather beneath the banner of the love of God, and the extended
shadow may encompass all existence, and the pavilion of the
Most Great Peace may cast its shade upon this dusty earth.
May no trace of oppression remain and may the beloved of jus-
tice and fairness appear resplendent. May the lamp of oneness
be lit and the veil of estrangement be burned away.

5 O Lord, confirm us! O Creator, grant success! O Kind Beloved,
show Thy face! O Sun of the World, from the hidden Kingdom
shed Thy rays! We are helpless, we are poor, we are wanderers,
we are without head or refuge. We deserve Thy grace and are
ready for the appearance of Thy protection. Make us successful
in service and confirmed in servitude. Thou art the Mighty
and Powerful and Glorious, and Thou art the Bestower, the
Radiant, the Luminous and the Kind.
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AB05506

To: Ibrahim (Mahmud) Shariatmadar (Lahijan) et al.
Date: 1907-Feb-21

...0 ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! With every breath a call is
raised from the unseen Kingdom, and to every call a response
is heard. At every moment the sincere friends drain their cup
of woe, the true lovers of Baha send forth their summons, and
those who yearn for the Divine Beauty hasten into the field of
faithfulness. Be not grieved by what hath occurred. Be not
distressed. In the path of Baha, calamity is a celestial bounty,
suffering is a joy, and agitation is eagerness and fervour, com-
motion is exultation and rapture, imprisonment is sovereignty,
pillage is a diadem, dispossession a crown, and confiscation and
plundering the greatest gifts.

The days are swiftly passing by, and life yieldeth no fruit, ex-
cept for those who spend their lives in the path of the One True
God with perturbation and distress and who taste the bitter
venom. Such souls reap the harvest of their lives, make their
mark, yield their fruit, and hasten to the realms beyond, to re-
ceive a greater bounty, to lie on the couches of the mercy of the
Lord, and to place on their heads the crown of “He chooseth
to confer His blessings upon whomsoever He pleaseth.”

Rejoice! Blessed are ye. May yours be a goodly end! Upon ye
be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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ABO1111

To: Kalantar, in Dahaj
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O servant of the Lord! Praise be to God that the East is dif-
fusing ambergris and the West is spreading musk. The Orient
is illumined and the Occident is a niche of lights. The fame of
the Covenant has caused a great commotion throughout all re-
gions. The Word of God has conquered the world. The cry of
“Ya Baha’u’llah-u’l-Abha” is raised from every direction and
the melody of “O my Lord, the Most Exalted” is heard from
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every quarter by every person of understanding. The drops
from the cloud of bounty have made the realm of existence ver-
dant and flourishing, and the divine trumpet blast has brought
the world of humanity to life.

The friends in Dahaj found the white path, and the true friends
in Yazd played the game of love, and the horsemen of the field
of martyrdom galloped to the Abha Kingdom. The power of
Truth is triumphant over creation, the divine Will prevails over
human realities. Though they arose to extinguish the kindled
fire, its flame grew higher, and though they strove to put out
the divine lamp, its radiance became more brilliant, until now
the world has been stirred into motion and creation has found
its adornment.

Soon will the pavilion of tranquility be raised and its extended
shade encompass all. The sea of truth shall surge in such wise
as to overwhelm the shores of existence. The cry of “glad
tidings, glad tidings” shall reach the Supreme Concourse from
that land and region of martyrs. Wounds shall be healed, pains
shall be cured, broken hearts shall find solace, and withered
flowers shall gain freshness and grace.

There is a famous saying: “Until the cloud weeps, how can
the garden smile?” This pure blood which made the dusty
earth the envy of crimson tulips shall surge in such wise as to
transform the land of Iran into the Paradise of Ridvan. It shall
bestow spirit and joy, cause the flowers of knowledge to grow,
raise the melody of the Supreme Concourse, and spread sweet
songs and tunes throughout every land.

Therefore we must give thanks that the land of Yazd became a
divine altar and that region became the place of sacrifice. Each
of the martyred souls is seated upon the throne of eternal life
in the Abha Kingdom, and their relatives shall wear the crown
of glory throughout all ages and cycles, clothed in the robe of
distinction and become the pride of all creation. Verily, they
shall have resurgence after extinction, freedom after bonds, ris-
ing after repose, and dawning after sunset. Give glad tidings
to the loved ones of God that they shall have the most exalted
station in God’s Kingdom.

You are truly a servant of the friends and a partner and con-
fidant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. To the extent possible, show kindness
to the friends and be intimate and confidential with the sincere
ones, and engage in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. Upon
you and upon the loved ones of God be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB01908

To: Aqa Mirza Ali Muhammad (Eqypt)
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O faithful servant of the Ancient Beauty! Your letter was re-
ceived and the details concerning Za'im [a’d-Dawlih] became
The previous publications caused no harm to the
Cause of God, and I hope that, on the contrary, they will yield
positive results. We harbor no ill feelings toward him; rather,
we have guided all to kindness and non-interference. Even now,
whatever he may write in his new book will cause us no harm,
though it may ultimately lead to his own regret. We are the
manifestation of “Perhaps you dislike something which is good
for you,” while they are the manifestation of “Perhaps you
love something which is bad for you.” In other words, their
publications are beneficial for us but severely detrimental to
themselves.

known.

What harm could be greater than this: that throughout the
Fast and West there are souls who exist and praise this Cause?
It is clear how they will view this book. It is evident that this
Cause grows in elevation day by day. At first it was confined
to Shiraz, but due to critical publications it spread throughout
all of Iran. Through the publications of Iran’s divines, like the
Tir-Shahab composition of the late Haji Muhammad Karim
Khan, it spread to various lands. Then, because of newspaper
publications that permitted the utmost criticism and dispar-
agement, it spread throughout the world and rises day by day.
This no one can deny, whether stranger or friend.

3 Thus it becomes clear how the contents of the book “Miftah

Bab al-Abwab” will be received in the future. We make no
demands, but if Za’im al-Dawlih himself wishes his work to
have significance in the future, it would be better for him to
follow the path of truth and state the reality of the situation
fairly. We do not dictate how he should write; let him record
whatever is truthful and fair. Like the late Sipihr who, after
writing about this Cause in his “Nasikh al-Tawarikh” with the
most repugnant expressions and ugliest phrases, according to
reliable accounts, wrote a treatise before his death mentioning
the history of this Cause and wrote that what he had written
in his grand history was due to the exigencies of the time and
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compulsion from friend and stranger. Therefore he felt com-
pelled to write the actual truth so that future historians would
not find fault with his history and count him an enemy of truth.
That treatise exists now, but the time is not yet right for its
publication. Soon the time for its dissemination will come. He
thus saved himself from the reproach of the people of truth.

Praise be to God, a flood has begun moving from the mountain
of divine confirmations that will cast aside all this foam and
straw. In any case, Za’'im was once present and intimate, and
he knows the conduct and behavior of these wanderers and the
beneficent intentions of these prisoners. He has absolutely no
doubt about this, therefore there is no need for elaboration.
Let him write whatever his heart desires. The true concise his-
tory of this Cause is that article which is published. That will
ultimately endure while all tales and accounts are like foam.

God says in the Quran: “He sends down water from the sky, so
valleys flow according to their measure, and the torrent carries
a rising foam.” Then He says: “As for the foam, it vanishes as
scum, while that which benefits mankind remains on earth.” In
the early centuries of the Prophetic Dispensations, how many
diverse and varied tales and traditions came to be! How many
books of refutation were written! Even some of the Greek and
Roman philosophers wrote and published books in refutation
of the Spirit of God. It is evident that in those times, the
words of philosophers were regarded among the people as di-
vine revelation. In the end, all those books fell into oblivion -
some of them remain in European libraries as food for moths,
while the melody of the glorious Gospel reached the ethereal
heaven. This flood swept away all those pieces of straw. The
same shall occur now - of this be thou assured.

i As for Jinab-i-Za’im, whenever thou meetest him, show cour-

tesy - neither aversion nor attachment, neither familiarity nor
estrangement. For if thou seekest friendship, he will say thou
art engaging in flattery, and if thou completely avoid him, he
will say there is enmity. Yet we harbor no ill will toward any-
one, and were it not for causing misunderstanding, we would
even have assisted in the composition and publication of the
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“Bab al-Abwab.” This is the truth. This is our way and con-
duct.

5 )l Jo s b Sy ) !
L

MAS5.157-158%, MAS9.114x, MUH1.0004-
00005x, NS5S.225-226x

AB11659

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Rangoon
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O servant of the Sacred Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty!
Your letter arrived and was reviewed, as were the letters from
His Holiness Ali-Qabel-Akbar, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God.

Regarding what you wrote about the incorrect and unfounded
rumors in Tehran concerning the reason for your summons -
I wrote about this previously, that is, after your departure,
which surely has reached you by now and those apprehensions
have been dispelled.

I have appointed you to a service which is the greatest service
to the Sacred Threshold. Listen to me: any glory or exaltation
you might imagine would not compare to what I have chosen
for you. This is the work - everything else is delusion.

Consider “For those who came first in previous generations,
We have examples.” One must follow the path of those who
sacrificed themselves for the Truth in every age and cycle. This
is the seed that will grow and receive abundant blessings and
produce ears of grain and form harvests. Besides this, any
thought or mention is useless vegetation.

Therefore, I selected you for this work. At every moment you
should offer a hundred thousand thanksgivings that you have
been singled out for such a gift. If the guards would allow it,
I would certainly hasten forth myself and would surpass all
in spreading the divine fragrances and traveling through the
lands. But I am forbidden, confined, isolated and excused.

Cast all these reports and stories into the salt and the sea.
The intention must be pure and the work must be founded on
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truth. This is the truth, and after truth there is nothing but
clear error. Spend day and night in this service and think of
this work. If we succeed in the matter we are engaged in, all
other matters are mere playthings.

I desired another station and another condition for the loved
ones of God. Convey the most wondrous and glorious greetings
to all the divine friends. Know with certainty that if divine
confirmations are delayed by even the amount of a needle’s
point, all efforts will be wasted and no strategy will be of any
use.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02680

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A letter arrived from
Jinab-i-Amin with utmost praise for you, that praise be to
God, you possess an illumined heart, a radiant countenance,
and a joyful spirit. This statement brought forth spirit and
fragrance, for the happiness of ‘Abdu’l-Baha lies in the spir-
itual progress of the beloved ones. When a sweet fragrance
reaches the nostrils from the rose garden of a heart, great joy
appears.

O divine servant! I hope that the gifts of both spiritual friends
will also be manifested in you, so that the bounty of “We
strengthened them with a third” may become evident. In truth,
you and the one who ascended to God, Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali, and
the one who returned to God, Ghulamhusayn Khan, were as
one soul and one person.

In any case, now is the time for you to associate with the
prominent ones with the utmost joy and fragrance, and open
your tongue in teaching, making the heedless aware and the
ignorant mindful - but with complete wisdom. Furthermore,
all must serve His Excellency Qavam with utmost sincerity,
trustworthiness, endeavor and zeal, for service to him is service
to me.
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My God, my God! Verily, Thy servant Baqir, of radiant coun-
tenance and illumined heart, implores Thee and hopes for Thy
favors and awaits the wonders of Thy tender mercies. O Lord!
Assist him against the enemies and strengthen him with mighty
power and loosen his tongue in praise and cause him to speak
through the confirmation of the Holy Spirit in the Abha King-
dom, that he may be illumined by the lamp of guidance in the
gatherings of the great ones and may call the seekers to the
white path and the most excellent way. Verily, Thou art the
Confirmer, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower, and verily,
Thou art the Generous, the All-Giving.
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AB02684

To: Nur Muhammad Khan (Kirman), in Tihran
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and perused, and from its meadows of inner meanings a fra-
grant breeze wafted. Be confident in the grace of the Most
Great Name and be attracted to the fragrances of love for
the Ancient Beauty. Previously thou wert successful in God’s
good-pleasure and confirmed in traveling to serve the Cause of
God. Now too it is hoped that thou wilt become a manifesta-
tion of divine good-pleasure and forever accepted and near at
the Threshold of Oneness.

2 Thou hadst written about peace and security in the capital of
Iran - it will improve and get better in future, though some
difficulties lie ahead. However, these will not last. In the Most
Holy Book, forty years ago, the events of this year in Tehran
were explicitly recorded, that in the land of Ta there would be
popular movement, but afterwards the throne of sovereignty
would be adorned by an important personage and every dif-
ficulty that arose would gradually pass away. Therefore be
certain that the kingdom is protected and the nation is under
the shelter of the manifest Light. The people shall find rest
and the government shall attain to orderliness. This is what
We inform thee of.
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Regarding presence at the radiant Shrine, thou hadst written
- in these days ones like you should seize the opportunity in
those regions and spread the divine fragrances, for such an
arena may not be available at all times. Now all are occupied
with themselves, so this is the time of attraction and the season
of striving and endeavor.

Convey to the cherished maidservant of God, the honored leaf,
daughter of Zabih, the most wondrous and glorious greetings
from this prisoner. And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.
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AB03057

To: Haji Muhammad Bagir from Najafabad et al.
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O my Most Exalted Lord, my highest aspiration, my luminous
desire, my refuge in my first life and my shelter in my next
existence!

These are Your distinguished servants and Your trusted bonds-
men, humbled before Your luminous threshold, destitute at
the door of Your great mercy. They heard Your call from the
Center of Glory and responded to Your summons when it en-
compassed the world of creation. They believed, were assured,
and found certitude in the manifestation of Your Self in the
world of testimony and visibility, in the dawning of the Sun of
Truth from the horizon of possibility, and in the revelation of
the Revealer of the Mount to all created things. They became
renowned for their love of You, were attracted by Your remem-
brance, and arose in Your praise, acknowledging Your oneness
and relying upon Your mercy.

The people persecuted them and rose against them with harm
and blame. They fell under the claws of oppression and were
immersed in seas of trials. Eyes wept for them like springs, and
tears of sorrow flowed from eyelids. They bore every affliction
in Your path and drank in Your love a bitter cup from all who
harbored hatred. They did not weaken in their steadfastness
in faith, nor did they waver in their firmness and establishment
in the Covenant of the All-Merciful.
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Lord, make them waves in the ocean of forgiveness, make them
hosts in the Kingdom of the All-Merciful, ordain for them every
good in the Garden of Good-Pleasure, enable them to enter the
scene of vision, and grant them eternal dwelling in the garden
of meeting through grace and bounty. Verily, You are the
Generous, the Merciful, the Giving, the Forgiving, the Kind,
the Bountiful in favors.
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To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1907-Feb-28

My Lord, my Hope, my Confirmer, my Helper! I have turned
away from all things to the center of Thy mercy, have closed
my eyes to all else but Thee, and have faced the Dawning-Place
of Thy oneness, seeking the rain-clouds of Thy mercy, drawing
from the oceans of Thy compassion, seeking light from the
Sun of Thy oneness, and drinking from the springs of Thy
bounty. I beseech Thee to encompass these loved ones with
Thy abundant outpouring grace and the torrential rain of Thy
generosity upon the hills and dwellings and the glances from
the eyes of aid, O Thou the Hidden One of kindnesses!

My Lord, these are servants who have spent their wealth in
Thy path and have given what they possess in Thy love so
that good may be established among Thy creation and that
the cooperation and mutual assistance which Thou hast com-
manded Thy servants in Thy Books and Tablets may come to
pass. My Lord, accept from them this spending and send down
upon them a blessing from Thee in this radiant age so that the
people of the world may follow their example and spend their
wealth in the path of righteousness and in aid of their fellows.

My Lord, multiply for each one of them their good deeds ten-
fold and assist them with a doubled outpouring from the king-
dom of Thy wealth. O Lord of Lords! Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower.

LQC>'\ gy b'ﬂ HER ol tdauly
PR R (P Mk&“
L;“as*fu‘v»)”u”ruswy
J&ﬁyﬁ\m&,&bjff
ol \jla.wM &»\Jje élg.,a A Cers
LAM gﬁ&b )u uﬁ LM«M &)
CL» o Llw &.\»\ u,m.:‘ BN
Sk ¢L,>Y\ QY)AW Jodl Ol Kange
de odl o a5 LA G
5 L Ol el llad L1, S8
RN
3 S G bl L3l sle Vs O
o el B S G OSIs LY
O ) Al dpladl 5 Ol a5 sy
o 1 o) Sl K573 Sale o
G Ske oo B ple 51 5 Y s
5 BBY) sl e k= 3N e
GBI Blel 5 ) o 3 oAlel [19]

Sde o aeliae Lank el 5 Lkl

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 42


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/627.pdf#page=199

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO05103

s e s el SO Oy L Ky
Ola ) jail)

INBAS84:452

AB05103

To: Tirandaz Kaykhusraw, in Shiraz
Date: 1907-Feb-28

O servant of God! The effect of your loving pen was observed
- it was supplication and entreaty, and attention and trust. It
contained spiritual truths and meanings, and was a sign of faith
and certitude in the Divine Beauty, and evidence of firmness
and steadfastness in the Cause of the All-Glorious Lord.

Therefore, I too shall offer humble entreaties at the Court of
the Self-Sufficient, and seek heavenly bounties and divine con-
firmations and assistance for you and the Persian friends, so
that each one may seize the ball of precedence from humankind
in the arena of divine knowledge, and shine forth with the light
of the love of God in the assemblage of the world.

May you become detached from all that exists and attracted to
the holy fragrances. God willing, may you become the cause of
calling the Persian brethren to this spring of eternal life, bring-
ing all beneath the pavilion of universal peace, and making
them servants at the threshold of the Lord God.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Hadrat-i-Ain, in Tihran
Date: 1907-03 ca.

...0 pure soul! This Most Great Cycle and blessed Age hath a
manifest proof, a shining evidence, a conclusive argument, and
an overwhelming might. Its grandeur is evident. Its power
hath stirred the East and the West, and its radiance hath at-
tracted the South and the North. In every land it appeareth
with a proof, and in every region it prevaileth with an argu-
ment. For in the East they seek the mysteries of the Word, and
in the West they pursue the evidences of clear signs. Consider
how the Dawning-Place of Revelation, the Manifestation of
Sinai, while imprisoned in the Most Great Prison under chains
and fetters, raised aloft the mighty Cause and ennobled His
ancient and distinguished followers. He unfurled the banner
of manifest light and created a great commotion in both East
and West.

Hath such power and might any like or equal? Hath it any
parallel in bygone centuries? Nay, by God! For the Manifes-
tations of God in former times established Their Cause either
through the sword and overwhelming force, or Their Cause
spread after three hundred years. But the Most Great Name,
under chains and the sword, arose to conquer East and West.
His Cause became effective, His mention prevailed, His call en-
compassed the world, and His fame reached the Kingdom on
high. In prison He had a heavenly palace, and in the pit He
reached the height of the moon. What power is greater than
this, what might more perfect than this? All the philosophers
of the West acknowledge this overwhelming power and stand
amazed at how the Most Great Name, in prison and under
affliction, manifested perfect power and overwhelming might.
This is a sign among His signs, and a proof among His proofs
and evidences. Well is it with them that understand.
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To: Baha’is of Mashhad et al.
Date: 1907-03 ca.

...0 friends of this Prisoner! Night and day, with a radiant
countenance and with heart and soul set aflame, I occupy my-
self with the remembrance of the friends, and spend my time in
the mention of the loved ones. Through the grace of the Lord
of Oneness, I cherish the hope that the friends may likewise
be stirred by this musk-laden breeze and, beneath the blessed
Tree, become intimate companions to this center of lowliness
and supplication. May they seek not a moment’s rest, nor tarry
for an instant. Let them be exhilarated at night and radiant of
face by day. Let them make the morning time an instrument
of success, and the evening an occasion for the dawning of light.
Let them loose their tongues in teaching and demonstrate the
power of divine guidance. Let them adorn their tongues with
praise of the Most Glorious Beauty and find repose in the shade
of the Tree of Life. Let them seize from the arena of sacrifice
the ball of precedence and excellence, and be transported with
joy and rapture at every moment.

O beloved friends of Abdu’l-Baha and cherished loved ones of
the Prisoner of Akka! What bounty could be greater than this,
that a person should begin life in a state of lowliness and suppli-
cation, become intimate with the Beloved of all worlds in love
and affection, engage in song and melody, quicken souls with
sweet music, unlock an eloquent tongue, become the cause of
guidance to others, and with the utmost ardor occupy himself
with servitude at the Sacred Threshold. This is the beginning
of life, and at its end he should sacrifice his soul. This is the
greatest bestowal: that the beginning should be the opening
of favors, the end the completion of assistance, and between
them wondrous qualities. This is from the grace of my Lord,
the All-Merciful, upon every soul who has tasted the sweetness
of love from the cup of favors.
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To: E E Wrestling Brewster, in New York
Date: 1907-Mar-06

O thou who art captivated by the truth and magnetized by the
Heavenly Kingdom! Thy long letter hath come and it brought
great joy, as it clearly betokened thy strenuous efforts and
high purposes. Praised be God, thou wishest well to men, and
yearnest after the Kingdom of Baha, and art longing to see the
human race press forward. It is my hope that because of these
high ideals, these noble intimations of the heart, and these tid-
ings of heaven, thou shalt become so luminous that down all
the ages the light of thy love for God will shed its glory.

Thou hast described thyself as a student in the school of spiri-
tual progress. Fortunate art thou! If these schools of progress
lead to the university of heaven, then branches of knowledge
will be developed whereby humanity will look upon the tablet
of existence as a scroll endlessly unfolding; and all created
things will be seen upon that scroll as letters and words. Then
will the different planes of meaning be learned, and then within
every atom of the universe will be witnessed the signs of the
oneness of God. Then will man hear the cry of the Lord of the
Kingdom, and behold the confirmations of the Holy Spirit com-
ing to succor him. Then will he feel such bliss, such ecstasy,
that the wide world with its vastness will no longer contain
him, and he will set out for the Kingdom of God, and hurry
along to the realm of the spirit. For once a bird hath grown
its wings, it remaineth on the ground no more, but soareth
upward into high heaven—except for those birds that are tied
by the leg, or those whose wings are broken, or mired down.

3 O thou seeker after truth! The world of the Kingdom is one
world. The only difference is that spring returneth over and
over again, and setteth up a great new commotion through-
out all created things. Then plain and hillside come alive,
and trees turn delicately green, and leaves, blossoms and fruits
come forth in beauty, infinite and tender. Wherefore the dis-
pensations of past ages are intimately connected with those
that follow them: indeed, they are one and the same, but as
the world groweth, so doth the light, so doth the downpour of
heavenly grace, and then the Daystar shineth out in noonday
splendor.

O thou seeker after the Kingdom! Every divine Manifestation
is the very life of the world, and the skilled physician of each
ailing soul. The world of man is sick, and that competent
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Physician knoweth the cure, arising as He doth with teachings,
counsels and admonishments that are the remedy for every
pain, the healing balm to every wound. It is certain that the
wise physician can diagnose his patient’s needs at any season,
and apply the cure. Wherefore, relate thou the Teachings of
the Abha Beauty to the urgent needs of this present day, and
thou wilt see that they provide an instant remedy for the ailing
body of the world. Indeed, they are the elixir that bringeth
eternal health.

The treatment ordered by wise physicians of the past, and by
those that follow after, is not one and the same, rather doth it
depend on what aileth the patient; and although the remedy
may change, the aim is always to bring the patient back to
health. In the dispensations gone before, the feeble body of
the world could not withstand a rigorous or powerful cure. For
this reason did Christ say: “I have yet many things to say unto
you, matters needing to be told, but ye cannot bear to hear
them now. Howbeit when that Comforting Spirit, Whom the
Father will send, shall come, He will make plain unto you the
truth.”

Therefore, in this age of splendors, teachings once limited to
the few are made available to all, that the mercy of the Lord
may embrace both east and west, that the oneness of the world
of humanity may appear in its full beauty, and that the daz-
zling rays of reality may flood the realm of the mind with light.

The descent of the New Jerusalem denoteth a heavenly Law,
that Law which is the guarantor of human happiness and the
effulgence of the world of God.

Emmanuel was indeed the Herald of the Second Coming of
Christ, and a Summoner to the pathway of the Kingdom. It
is evident that the Letter is a member of the Word, and this
membership in the Word signifieth that the Letter is dependent
for its value on the Word, that is, it deriveth its grace from
the Word; it has a spiritual kinship with the Word, and is
accounted an integral part of the Word. The Apostles were
even as Letters, and Christ was the essence of the Word Itself;
and the meaning of the Word, which is grace everlasting, cast a
splendor on those Letters. Again, since the Letter is a member
of the Word, it therefore, in its inner meaning, is consonant
with the Word.

It is our hope that thou wilt in this day arise to promote that
which Emmanuel foretold. Know thou for a certainty that thou
wilt succeed in this, for the confirmations of the Holy Spirit are
continually descending, and the power of the Word will exert
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such an influence that the Letter shall become the mirror in
which the splendid Sun—the Word Itself-will be reflected, and
the grace and glory of the Word will illumine the whole earth.

) As for the heavenly Jerusalem that hath come to rest on the

summits of the world, and God’s Holy of Holies, Whose ban-
ner is now lifted high, this comprehendeth within itself all the
perfections, all the knowledge of the dispensations gone before.
Beyond this, it heraldeth the oneness of the children of men.
It is the flag of universal peace, the spirit of eternal life; it is
the glory of the perfections of God, the circumambient grace
of all existence, the ornament bedecking all created things, the
source of inner quietude for all humankind.

Direct thine attention to the holy Tablets; read thou the
Ishragat, Tajalliyyat, the Words of Paradise, the Glad Tidings,
the Tarazat, the Most Holy Book. Then wilt thou see that
today these heavenly Teachings are the remedy for a sick and
suffering world, and a healing balm for the sores on the body
of mankind. They are the spirit of life, the ark of salvation,
the magnet to draw down eternal glory, the dynamic power to
motivate the inner self of man.

SWAB#029, BSW#12.06x, TAB.536-540, BWF.380-381x, BSC.435 #791
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AB12205

To: Howard Macnutt, in Brooklyn
Date: 1907-Mar

O thou spiritual beloved! Thy letter, which was written in
Brooklyn dated March 8th 1907 was received. Its contents
were beautiful and its suggestions and glad tidings conducive
to the happiness of this grieved heart. Thou hast written re-
garding the promotion of the Word of God in those regions
during the last winter. Ere long thou shalt behold that the
standards of all the religions shall be brought low and the en-
sign of the Kingdom of Abha shall be hoisted, waving upon
the apex of the world; and each one of the firm believers in the
Covenant will shine and gleam like unto a luminous moon from
the horizon of the existence upon all ages and cycles. Travel
thou as much as thou canst to all parts and directions and
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deliver eloquent speeches through the Power of the Word of
God and the Grandeur of the Covenant and Testament. Talk
thou fluently in the assemblages; the Confirmations of the Holy
Spirit will become thy intimate friend and the Providence of
the Lord of the Kingdom thy companion.

Truly I say thou art engaged in the service of the Kingdom and
there is no doubt that this Path is beset with difficulties and
trials, but it will end in the Eternal Universe and Everlasting
Happiness is finally attained.

Thou hast written regarding the trip to the Orient. It is very
acceptable and important. But it must be most excellent and
with prominent circumstances and not little and trivial. If
thou art desiring that the attracted maidservant of God, Miss
Barney, be in this party there is permission.

Convey respectful greeting on my behalf to Mrs. MacNutt and
say “Happy is thy condition that thou art a teacher thyself
and art the wife of such a teacher who loosens his tongue in
the praise and glorification of His Highness the incomparable
One, and who warbles like unto the Dove of Holiness in the
assemblies.”

5 In brief, today the greatest power of the world of existence is

the power of the Covenant which imparts life and motion to
the heart of the universe and is pulsating in the body of the
contingent being like unto the pulsation of the artery. The
hosts of the Kingdom of Abha are assisting the Covenant and
the cohorts of the Supreme Concourse are helping the people
of the Testament.

i Upon thee be greeting and praise!
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AB04118

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Mar-20

O my kind friend! Praise be to God, the drink of glad tidings
has gained strength and the goal was swiftly achieved, and this

is from the bounty of your Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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Write confidentially to them that Andalib is constantly in se-
vere hardship and subject to threats. If they show considera-
tion to him, it will attract divine confirmation.

A letter to the French translator has been written and is en-
closed - please send it so he knows we have not forgotten him
and are always thinking of him, but he must appreciate the
value of this gift.

The teachers in India have been confirmed and became the
cause of exalting the Word of God. Let His Holiness Sadru’s-
Sudur carry out whatever his heart desires. The purpose is that
through Jenab-i-Amin who is there, they should experience no
hardship so they can engage in teaching with peace of mind.

O Adib! The world of creation is in motion and movement.
There is no commotion in the city except the curl of the
Beloved’s tress; There is no tumult in the horizons except the
arch of the Friend’s brow.

Make an effort and bestow enthusiasm and passion so that a
divine gift may become manifest and cause the guidance of all.
The time is favorable - let it not slip away.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABU3635

Words to American pilgrims spoken around April 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: How do saints become saints?

Q. How do saints become saints?

A. Through prayer, supplication, purification of the heart and
O J Y )
good wishes.

SW_ v08#:04 p.045
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To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar
Date: 1907-Apr or <

O thou who art attracted to the Fragrances of God!

Verily, I considered the meanings of thy beautiful words and
found them as a peerless, brilliant pearl, shining with a luster
of the lights of the love of God. God shall surely enable thee
[to speak]| in more eloquent and wonderful words through a
confirmation from the Spirit of the gift of God. [...]

O maid-servant of God! Verily, the picture (photograph) is
an indication of what is in the heart of man. There are faces
which are rejoiced and brilliant like unto the garden of paradise
and faces which are dusty and dark and are covered with the
dimness of fire.

Verily I beg of God that He may strengthen thee in whatever
matter thou mayest undertake and unto which thou mayest
advance.

O maid-servant of God! Thy heart shall surely have attrac-
tions and revelations through the power of the beauty of El-
ABHA, which will be followed by glad-tidings and signs, in
every minute and instant. Verily, I reveal unto thee in spirit
and address thee in heart, a speech which will open unto thee
the doors of mysteries which are concealed behind veils. When
mirrors become pure and the lights shine, the signs of the Sun
of Truth shall reflect therein with most wonderful splendors.

O maid-servant of God! Verily, I have not forgotten thee and
will not forget thee. Trust thou in the love of Abdul-Baha, for
verily, nothing equals it.

O maid-servant of God! Verily, the Household present unto
thee greeting and praise, with all longing and attraction.

TAB.200-201
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AB11310

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar
Date: 1907-Apr or <

O maid-servant of God!

[...] Tbeg of God that He may make [that place] a center of
merciful events and a point whereon the lordly favors may fall;
and that He may make thee so ablaze with the fire of His love
that the flame of the love of God may pervade all those parts.

TAB.202

ABO07819

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar
Date: 1907-Apr or <

O thou dear maid-servant of God! Thy letter was received
and a sweet odor wafted from the rose-garden of its meanings.
Thou hast offered thanks before the threshold of the One God,
for that thou hast stepped into the court of the Manifestation
in such a blessed day and hast partaken a share and portion
from the bounties of the Pre-existent Beauty. This mortal
world is fickle and unstable like unto a shifting shadow, and
the human life is like unto a mirage and a reflection on the
water. When thou lookest at the result thou wilt consider the
preliminaries as important, otherwise, preliminaries without a
result are of no fruit or harm; they are pure fancy and sheer
darkness. Therefore even a short duration of life is sufficient.

I beg of God that He may render thee successful so that thou
mayest find the result of the supernal life from the temporal life
and attain to the gift of the heavenly food and be strengthened
to serve the Cause of God.

TAB.202-203
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To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar
Date: 1907-Apr or <

O thou who art esteemed in the Threshold of the Almighty!

Praise thou God, for that thou hast found the Light of Guid-
ance, recognized the Lord of the Kingdom, art engaged in the
service of the Divine Garden and hast guided a number of
souls and led them to the Kingdom of Existence. When thou
occupiest thyself with all thy strength in service, thou wilt be-
come a magnet of attraction and cause every seeker to reach
the presence of the Desired One; thou wilt raise a great clamor
in the world and evince such an ecstasy and rapture that will
astonish the minds.

Send my loving greeting to those souls whom thou hast guided
unto the divine kingdom and say unto them: “Ye must ap-
preciate Miss ... Move your tongues in thanksgiving and be
obliged for her great effort; for she gave you to drink the wine
of guidance from the cup of the love of God and led you to the
kingdom of lights. Were you to thank her for many years as
a reward for this guidance, ye will not be able to repay your
obligation for this gift.”

Thou hast written concerning the Impersonality of the Divin-
ity. Personality is in the Manifestation of the Divinity, not in
the Essence of the Divinity. The reality of the divine world
is purified and sanctified from limits and restriction. But the
pure Mirror, which is the Manifestor of the Sun of Truth and
in which the Sun of Truth is manifest in full appearance—that
mirror is restricted, not the lights. The soul pervadeth through-
out the whole body, and its commands are effective in all the
parts and limbs of man. Notwithstanding its utmost sancti-
fication (or abstraction) this soul is manifest and evident in
all its grades, in this material form. By seeing God is meant
beholding the Manifestation of Himself; for witnessing the sun
in its entire splendor, in a clear glassy surface, is identical with
witnessing the essence of the sun itself.

When the souls of the sincere depart (from this body), then
their unreal vision (i. e., seeing) is changed into a vision of
reality. Even as man, when in the age of babyhood and imper-
fection, though he seeth things, yet that vision is superficial
and external. But when he reacheth the world (or age) of per-
fection and becometh endowed with reasoning faculty and (the
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power of) discrimination and comprehension, then that vision
of his is a vision (i. e., seeing) of reality and not the unreality.

It is evident that the divine nearness is an unlimited nearness,
be it in this world or the next one. This is a nearness which
is sanctified from the comprehension of the minds. The more
a man seeketh light from the Sun of Truth, the nearer he will
draw. For instance, a clear body is near unto the sun, and a
black stone is far from the sun. This nearness dependeth upon
clearness, purity and perfection and that remoteness is due to
density, dullness (or obscurity) and imperfection.

As to the question whether the souls will recognize each other
in the spiritual world: This (fact) is certain; for the Kingdom
is the world of vision (i. e., things are visible in it), where all
concealed realities will become disclosed. How much more the
well-known souls will become manifest. The mysteries of which
man is heedless in this earthly world, those will he discover in
the heavenly world, and there will he be informed of the secret
of truth; how much more will he recognize or discover persons
with whom he hath been associated. Undoubtedly, the holy
souls who find a pure eye and are favored with insight will, in
the kingdom of lights, be acquainted with all mysteries, and
will seek the bounty of witnessing the reality of every great
soul. Even they will manifestly behold the Beauty of God in
that world. Likewise will they find all the friends of God, both
those of the former and recent times, present in the heavenly
assemblage.

As to the difference and distinction between Lazarus and that
“rich man”: The first was spiritual, while the second was ma-
terial. One was in the highest degree of knowledge and the
other in the lowest depths of ignorance. The difference and
distinction will naturally become realized between all men af-
ter their departure from this mortal world. But this (distinc-
tion) is not in respect to place, but it is in respect to the soul
and conscience. For the Kingdom of God is sanctified (or free)
from time and place; it is another world and another universe.
But the holy souls are promised the gift of intercession. And
know thou for a certainty, that in the divine worlds, the spiri-
tual beloved ones (believers) will recognize each other, and will
seek union (with each other), but a spiritual union. Likewise,
a love that one may have entertained for any one will not be
forgotten in the world of the Kingdom. Likewise, thou wilt not
forget (there) the life that thou hast had in the material world.

O thou maid-servant of God! Hold fast to the Most Strong
Handle and be thoroughly attracted to the Kingdom of ABHA,
until thou mayest at every instant find a new confirmation and
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attain to a wonderful gift and become a cause for the guidance
of souls.

TAB.203-206, BWF.367-367x, BSC.482 #921-922x, SDW v01#03 p.046-047,
NRMM.170-173, BSTW#043a-043b

To: Arthur P Dodge, in New York
Date: 1907-Apr-03

...As for my station and rank, my desire is that it be confined
to the word ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and I know no station greater than
this for myself. This is why I am not pleased by any praise that
the friends of God offer me except the word ‘Abdu’l-Baha. You
too, for my pleasure, confine yourself to this word. And offer
any praise you have to the Blessed Beauty and His Holiness the
Bab, the Most Exalted Lord. Then speak with eloquent speech
and present proofs and evidence. And know with certainty
that there is no glory for man except servitude to Baha, and
no eternal life except in complete effacement and annihilation.
Until one becomes effaced in the Truth, one cannot become
eternal through the Truth.
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To: Hasan Khurasani, in Alexandria
Date: 1907-Apr-08

...Concerning Mirza Mehdi Hikmat about whom you had writ-
ten - this person has no sincerity and will not be cooperative.
He is treacherous, not ignorant; deceitful, not inactive. Yet
one must be forbearing - neither cause despair nor give hope.
His sincerity would be proven only if he were to reject the
statements of the slanderers, whereas day by day he adds to
the calumnies and spares no effort in what he can do. From
one’s conduct and behavior, and from one’s eyes and face, one’s
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hidden secret becomes evident. Whenever you see truthfulness
brightening his face and observe the radiance of good intention,
show him the utmost love and kindness. Otherwise, verily God
is independent of all the worlds.

Accordingly, this is a feast of truthfulness and a celebration
of divine sincerity and love. Those who partake of the glad-
tidings of the All-Merciful - their foreheads shine with manifest
light, and from their conduct and behavior the signs of truth-
fulness, uprightness, friendship and devotion to truth become
evident and manifest. It can never remain hidden. We have
no ill-feeling toward him nor any enmity. We have nothing to
do with his affairs - no friendship nor ill-feeling, no aversion
nor attraction, no blessing nor affliction. To the extent possi-
ble, we have shown and will continue to show consideration to
him to a degree that causes no harm. We act according to the
divine text. We speak a kind word - if it is accepted, well and
good; if not, we leave him to himself. “Truth stands out clear
from error. Let him who will, believe, and let him who will,
disbelieve.” “I have turned my face toward Him Who created
the heavens and earth, being upright, and I am not of the idol-
aters. Say: Surely my prayer and my sacrifice and my life and
my death are for God, the Lord of the worlds.” And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01554

To: Spiritual Assembly of Miyanij, in Mianeg
Date: 1907-Apr-09

O faithful servants of the Blessed Beauty! The Spiritual As-
sembly of that region is as a rose garden of the Lord, hence
a musk-scented breeze wafts from that supreme paradise and
fills the nostrils of the yearning ones with ambergris. Although
the friends in that land are few and the heedless many, yet
this fewness is better than that abundance. The Arab poet
al-Samaw’al said:

“They mock us, saying, ‘Lo, how scant your band!’

I said, ‘The truly great are few in every land’
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Why should we grive to be but few?
Our Lord is one of might, and theirs hath but a feeble hand.”

He says that enemies reproach us for our small numbers. In
reply I say the wise and noble ones have always been few. And
though our tribe is small in number, whoever seeks refuge with
us becomes mighty, while many are the large tribes that give
no protection and whoever seeks their shelter becomes abased.

Now too the divine friends in that region, though few in num-
ber, are noble in station and the recipients of the gifts of the
All-Powerful Lord and encompassed by the glances of favor of
the Glorious God. In any case, be confident in the novel favors
of the Wondrous One and always engage in joy and delight and
happiness and gladness and fellowship and love with friend and
stranger alike. The friends of God must each be ready to sac-
rifice their lives for one another until they become enamored
and enthralled with each other. If this love and unity becomes
manifest, the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, will be realized
in the realm of existence. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

O Kind Bestower! Make the hearts and souls of the friends
joyous and make their spirits and consciousness as the paradise
of Ridvan. In every moment bestow a new confirmation and
in every breath send a merciful breath. Make souls the signs
of guidance and faces the lamps of the Supreme Concourse.
Make tongues eloquent and ears attentive that they may chant
verses of sanctification and hear wondrous melodies from the
new Kingdom. Make each one a star shining from the horizon
of the supreme gift so they may illuminate centuries and ages
from the dawning-place of guidance. You are the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Bestower, the Radiant, the All-Knowing. There is
no God but You, the Mighty, the Helper.
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Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-10 in Akka

These dishes are Persian dishes. Although the Persian dishes
are simple, I hope the spiritual dishes may be powerful. The
principal food is the spiritual food, which is called the supper of
the Lord. The strength or power of the physical food is only for
one night, but the power of the spiritual food strengthens and
sustains us throughout eternity. From the physical strength the
result will be slight, but from the spiritual food the greatest
results will be produced. Physical power when it touches a
thing will have effect upon it, but the spiritual power in order
to have effect does not require direct contact. For instance,
while this spiritual power is in the East, its effect is felt in the
West.

For instance, Christ appeared in the East, but the effect of the
Holy Spirit manifested in the West. When Christ appeared in
the East his cause did not spread so much in the East as in the
West, so I hope as this Greatest Manifestation has appeared
in the East, its greatest influence shall be in the West.

Between the material things and spiritual things there is con-
nection. The more the body is healthful the greater will be the
power of the spirit in man; the power of the intellect, the power
of the memory, the power of reflection shall be more powerful.
This world is like the body. The Cause of God, the Confir-
mation of the Holy Spirit, the Divine Bounties, the Spiritual
Power are like the Spirit. The physical body of man when in
the condition of seed has not the capacity, has not the power to
show forth spiritual powers in that condition perfectly. When
it is born its capacity will be more and its spiritual power will
be more. When the time for it to be at the breast is over the
power of the spirit will be more powerful. When it reaches
maturity then the spiritual power will appear perfect. So the
perfection of the body is the means for the expression of the
power of the spirit.

Therefore, when we look at the world we see that the physi-
cal matters, material things, have made a great development
and made a great advance. It cannot be compared with the
past centuries or any other of the former centuries. The past
centuries are in great beauty and appearance, civilization is ad-
vanced, science is also, industries and discoveries have reached
the highest station. The physical world has made a great ad-
vance, in such manner that it is going to reach the station of
maturity. But in the former centuries it was like a babe at the
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breasts. But as the longer the body has lived, the stronger the
spiritual power, likewise as the physical world has made a great
advance and is near to reach maturity, so it is with the Cause
of God, and the Holy Spirit will appear with great power and
the Word of God will have a great effect.

All the prophets and especially Christ wished to deliver the
world, they wanted to establish the great peace and spread
perfect love among the people, that the whole world become
like unto an ocean and the people like unto waves, that all may
become waves of the same sea and through this the uniting of
the world may appear. But this world had not this capacity in
ancient times because it was like the babe at the breasts, and
because this is the time of maturity it is possible that the divine
teachings, exhortations, confirmations, bounties and spiritual
laws of God may appear perfectly because there is capacity
now.

I hope that the East and the West will become one, also the
North and the South and differences will be removed. How
lovely it is that you from the West and we from the East should
Sit around one table. This is impossible through the physical
powers, but the power of the Word of God gathers us together.

SW__v08#18 p.229-230x, TTAG.004-007, BLO_ PN#101

ABU1190

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-10 in Akka

The unity of the friends is very important, and thankfully, the
friends in America have achieved unity among themselves. The
most important thing is unity. It is good if all the people of the
world become one in faith and religion, but it is very important
that you should become united among each other - which you
have done in America. You must become more and more united
so that nothing whatever will separate you, because the Cause
is very great, and needs great power and great strength.

Unity is strength, and for this reason I hope that the West
will help the East and that they may become united with each
other. From America the power of unity must extend to Eu-
rope and from Europe to other parts of the world. All are
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soldiers in the army of ABHA and must work for the Kingdom
of ABHA with perfect unity and harmony.

This Cause is assisted by Divine Power and nothing can prevent
its progress. It is like the sun; all the clouds of the world
cannot prevent its shining. Therefore, I hope these clouds of
differences which sometimes appear will disappear entirely and
that the Sun of Truth will shine most brilliantly.

I hope you may all become divine soldiers and that you may
serve the Cause of God. Although you may have many diffi-
culties and troubles, you must not become sad on account of
them. Consider the great results which will appear afterwards.
Remember the time of His Holiness Christ - what difficulties
they had, what troubles, what persecutions, but afterwards
all these things disappeared and the Cause of Christ became
victorious.

Therefore you must bear all difficulties for the sake of the Cause.
Christ said that he who wishes to be my disciple must take up
his cross and follow me. So you must bear the troubles with
great joy, because the end will be good.

TTAG.003-004, BLO_PN#101

AB04531

To: Muhammad Barakatullah
Date: 1907-Apr-10

O thou who art skilled in the Knowledge of God and wise in
the Wisdom of the Almighty!

Turn thy face toward the Kingdom of Might with supplication
and invocation and entreat thy Lord, the Merciful, with this
commune, until the heart and consciousness be illumined by
the breath of God from the right side of grace and generosity,
and say:

“O my God! O my God! Verily I am Thy humble servant and
Thy meek slave. I beseech Thee with all my heart and soul,
in the middle of nights, and declare: O my Lord! O my Lord!
Enlighten the sights [or eyes| by the outpouring of lights; purify
the souls by the fragrances of Paradise; dilate the hearts by the
wafting of the breeze whereby the sorrows are dispelled, and
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exhilarate the spirits by the cups of the wine which is gleaming
and sparkling like unto a lamp!

“Then intoxicate me with the wine of Thy love, so that I may
attain to success and prosperity in this dawn of Light; may
speak Thy praises, call upon Thy Name, be engaged in Thy
commemoration in this vast country and spacious continent
and be inebriated with the pure Wine which is glowing in the
excellent Cup. Then suffer me to become the sign of guidance
among Thy creatures and to become a supreme example among
the believers, in order that I may lead others to Thy Word,
spread Thy truth, promulgate Thy knowledge and deliver Thy
teachings.

“Verily, Thou art the Confirmer, the Assister, the Mighty, the
Powerful and the Beneficent!”

TAB.586-587

ABU1321

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-11 in Akka

In the Persian language they call America the new world. This
is a very good name. This new Revelation will be the cause
of America becoming a new world. It will gain a new life. His
Holiness Christ said that man must gain a new birth, and I
hope that all parts of America will be born. America surpassed
all Europe in this Cause while Europe is nearer.

The Kingdom of God is like unto the sun. It sends the rays on
all things. This globe of earth is illuminated by it. In every
country where there is no cloud the sun reflects and where there
is a cloud all of the sun of the country is concealed. Thank God
that the atmosphere (weather) of America is clear and that the
rays of the Sun of Truth are reflecting. Those who have sight
can see the light but the blind will deny, but when through the
heat of the sun the trees grow, the blind will also touch it and
feel it. Therefore, such signs will be seen that all will testify.

Now the season is the spiritual season and the material season
of spring. If you look over the mountains and plains, every-
where you see how beautiful and splendid it is, and from the
spiritual spring of the Kingdom before long you will see spiri-
tual faces shining so brightly.
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But there will come a day of trial and people will be occupied in
blaming others and will say rough things. They will hate and
curse you; what they did to us they will do to you. Thus the
people will accuse you and say many things against you, but I
am sure you will show steadfastness. For the sake of Christ the
people hated very much the disciples and injured them. They
accused them and hated them and they rose up and executed
them. But now the people will only hurt you with their tongues.
You must show steadfastness and firmness perfectly and as
a consequence the accusation will become salutation and all
tongues will praise you.

TTAG.007-008, BLO__PN#101

ABUO0508

Words to Agnew, Chase, Sheffler, spoken on 1907-Apr-12 in Akka

Today is a beautiful day. I have been longing to see such a day.
I am very happy. My happiness is from the point that it is
the power of God which has gathered us together, that while
before we were far apart now we are together. Were it not for
the power of the Word of God such a meeting were impossible.
We are all gathered together in love. While it is possible for
different nations to arrange a meeting together still their hearts
are not united. But such a meeting as this, of different nations
united in heart, is from the power of the Word of God. And
you are the representatives of all the believers in America. It
is as if all are here. For the love of God is like an ocean, the
believers its waves. All are the waves of one sea. Therefore,
each is the representative of all. There is one ray, one reflection,
from the sun but through various windows it reflects into the
room. The light is one light and the Kingdom is one and all
the believers are children of the same Kingdom. All are the
letters of one book, the flowers of one garden, and the pearls of
one sea. Therefore, today it seems to me as if all the believers
were present. The believers of Persia are longing to see the
believers of America. For a long time Mr. Chase could not
come, until the time came when lie could come with others.
You have come in a good time. It is the season of spring.

The philosophers of Europe and America have an idea that
unity may be settled among the people and they have tried
very much. They have conceived this idea and have written
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many books concerning this matter, but they have not been
able and the result was contrary, for differences and opposi-
tion were raised up more than before. In olden times if a war
took place there would be gathered by each party about one
hundred thousand men and during one year perhaps seven or
eight thousand would be killed. But now in this age in the war
between Russia and Japan about one and a half million were
called to arms and one third of that number were lost, and a
half million were wounded or sick. Such a war has never before
occurred. Therefore, we say that what the philosophers tried is
without result, useless. But the power of the Word of God will
unite East and West. The philosophers wished to promulgate
their idea but they had not the power to render it effective.
They were only ideas and thoughts and nothing else. But the
power of God gives the idea to the people and also the power
to execute it.

When we look upon the existence we find that all things, all
existence, is composed of many elements. For instance, this
flower is composed of different elements. These elements have
found unity with each other. What is the result? As dust it
was nothing, but after it was composed it became a flower.

If there should not be decomposition, composition would not
be. For instance, take several things. Until the different things
are separately decomposed the composition and union is impos-
sible. For example, if you wish the dust and stone and wood
to be mixed perfectly with each other, it is impossible unless
each be decomposed into its salts; when we have dissolved
them then we can compose them. For instance, in a pharmacy
they first dissolve the medicines, then bring them together and
then they give a firm union. Before dissolution composition is
impossible.

Therefore the Word of God decomposes the selfishness of peo-
ple, their evil habits, their bad morals, and afterward composes
them. If such a thing does not happen, perfect union cannot
be attained. Therefore philosophers failed to do these things.

For instance, the power of the Word takes away the ideas of the
nations - as with the Jews, the Christians and Mohammedans
- and gives them and other nations a new idea through which
they become united. Therefore, the different nations become
one.

For instance, Christ appeared; the Jews believed in him; the
Romans, Greeks, Anglo-Saxons believed in him. So he gath-
ered all again and made them one, made them Christians. The
religions that were before Christianity were abolished. This
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was done through the Word of God. It cannot be done through
the power of the philosophers.

PN_ 1907 p073x, TTAG.008-011, BLO_PN#101

ABU0966

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-12 in Akka

Abdul-Baha asked about the House of Spirituality and was told
the twelve members were as one person. He said:

It must be so. Twelve thousand men must be one. Everything
will be obtained by unity and harmony, and the very great-
est thing by division will disappear, will be annihilated. The
appearance of prophets is for the sake of unity and harmony.
The manifestation of Christ was for the sake of unity and the
manifestation of Baha’u’llah was for the same sake, and Abdul-
Baha himself has had many trials and troubles for the same
sake, to cause the people to unite. There must be established
the unification of mankind.

I admire and praise this night. This is a good night. To-day
I met some people who were very difficult to meet, but for
the sake of love I had to bear it, only for the sake of love and
tenderness, and I became very tired from the meeting but I
had to bear it. It is my happiness to be with you, but when I
meet with strangers, then there is trouble and difficulty for me;
but you have to bear them as I bear them. Whatever you see
from strangers, if they oppose you and injure you, you have to
bear it and be patient. As much as they injure you and hate
you, you have to show your kindness to them. You have to
treat them as friends. It must be so. If they give you poison,
you have to give them honey; if they wound you, you have to
plaster their wounds. So I hope that love may be established
in this world, that all hatred and rancour may pass away.

When we look upon the existence, we see there is decompo-
sition and composition. Composition is the means and cause
of life and decomposition is the cause of death. Now several
elements are composed and united and form this flower, and so
several elements are composed and the body is formed, and so
with everything. By this it is known and understood that all
unification and composition is the cause of life in all stations-in
the mineral, vegetable, animal and human stations. The lowest
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station is the station of the mineral. If unification is not found,
the several molecules will not be gathered and composed. For
instance, in this wood there are molecules. These molecules
are gathered together and composed, then wood will be found.
All substance gets its life from unification and composition and
when separation takes place among these molecules, death is
certain. Now we understand that in all existence composition
is the cause of life and that variation and disagreement is the
cause of death.

PN_ 1907 p074, PN__1907 p078, TTAG.011-013, BLO_ PN#101

ABUO0506

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-13 in Akka
Question/topic: Abdul-Baha asked if we were at rest and in peace. He said:

This is a prison and in prison one cannot find rest. Whatever
it may be, this is a prison and you will stay some days in this
prison with us and you will be counted as prisoners. In fact,
you are my companions in servitude to the world, and you are
in prison as I am, and in everything we are partners.

All of man’s body is body, all are parts of the body, the hands,
the head, the feet, etc., but God has chosen and specified the
mind of man, and so the power of intellect in the mind of man
has made it to be peculiar. Also, the globe of the world, all
is alike, all are lands, there is no difference, but God has pre-
ferred this land for the manifestation or appearance of prophets.
Abraham was in Haran, but at last he was brought to this
place, and the King of Peace, the teacher of Abraham, was
here. Moses was here in these surroundings. The prophets
of Israel all were here. Jesus Christ was also from here and
Mohammed emigrated to this place, and this new Revelation
also came to this place; although He originated in Persia, the
Blessed Perfection came to this place. God has given this Holy
Spot a special blessing, when He gives all the teachings from
this place, and the revelations have appeared, and the Holy
Tomb is here, and the Great Prison is here. Therefore you
must thank God that you have come to such a place and you
are counted as if you are from here.

They who dwell beneath the canopy of the Kingdom are of
the Kingdom, though they hail from diverse lands. Though
‘Abdu’l-Baha is from Persia, He is of the Kingdom, and ye too
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are of the Holy Land. For all these blessings ye must offer pro-
fuse thanks and praise unto God. It is a principle that before
any undertaking, man must first contemplate it, then resolve
upon it, and finally execute it. Consider those who seek to
discover the North Pole: first they contemplate their purpose,
weighing the hardships they must face, envisioning the neces-
sities for its discovery and the labors they must endure. After
such meditation, they resolve to proceed. Thereafter they em-
bark upon their journey to accomplish their aim. Yet the dis-
covery of the Pole, though significant, is as naught compared
to the Cause of God. What tribulations and hardships do men
suffer, what perils do they brave for its discovery! How many
vessels have ventured forth never to return! How many were
crushed by ice, how many wise men perished in this pursuit!
Still they form new expeditions and venture forth again, that
perchance they might discover it.

But we now seek to discover the Pole of the Kingdom. First
must we meditate upon it and consider the hardships, trials,
and calamities, then must we resolve and commence our jour-
ney. We witness how people sacrifice their wealth and much
else to discover the North Pole, with great devotion. How much
greater must our devotion be in seeking the Pole of the King-
dom! Their reward is but the mention of their names - that
such and such person ventured to discover such a place; but
our reward is servitude to the Kingdom, life everlasting, celes-
tial illumination, immortality. Now we see how these people
strive, yet have not achieved their goal, but thanks be to God
that we, without such labor, have succeeded. How evident is
His boundless favor upon us!

Christ, the Lord, arranged a supper and named it the Lord’s
Supper. He so named it because on that night He imparted
teachings to His disciples. His intent was not the physical fare
that was served, but rather the heavenly table of His teachings.
The Blessed Beauty hath prepared the Lord’s Supper for us in
all His Holy Tablets. He hath prepared such abundance that
there is no end to it, and I now pray that today our repast may
be a heavenly feast, for it was partaken in utmost fragrance and
love.

TTAG.013-016, BLO__PN#101
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ABU1019

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-13 in Akka

Behold that Abdul-Baha has written a Tablet specially for the
purpose, that should anyone ask about his station, it is Abdul-
Baha, and no more, that all men may be in unity with each
other. There should be no variation. He is always thinking of
unity, that all should be one. This is for the sake that there
should be harmony among the believers.

The believers of America now must endeavor that capacity and
ability may be gained in America, because the most important
thing is ability and capacity. If there should be no capacity
nor ability the abundance and bounties have no effect. What
bounty is greater than the rays of the sun, what bounty is
greater than the showers of rain and the breeze of spring, but
the barren ground will not bring forth any benefit, and there
will nothing grow in the land that is full of thorns. From
the heat of the sun and the showers of rain and the blowing
of the winds, nothing will grow in the barren desert. These
abundances have effect and result when the land is good and
clear. Therefore, it is evident that capacity and ability are
most important things.

The divine kingdom is like a beautiful garden but if the peo-
ple who enter into that garden be blind they cannot realize
anything from the beauty of the flowers, and if they should be
deaf they cannot hear the melodies of the nightingale of that
garden, and if they have caught cold they cannot smell the fra-
grances of the flowers. What is the reason? It is because the
deaf and blind have not the capacity and ability to feel these
things. It is as if they had not entered into that garden. And
so it is with the divine kingdom of God. Its stores are open -
those who have capacity can get the benefit, and if they have
not capacity they will get no benefit at all. Therefore, we must
try and endeavor to get ability.

The most important of all forms of ability and capacity is unifi-
cation. If union and harmony should not be attained we cannot
get the benefit from the kingdom, as some blind persons sit-
ting in front of the rays of the sun, or a number of deaf people
listening to the melodies of the birds, or a number of people
with bad colds in their heads entering into a flower garden -
they can sense nothing. Therefore, I hope that you, when you
return to Chicago and New York, you will try and endeavor as
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far as you can to cause unity and harmony among the believers.

TTAG.016-017, BLO__PN#101

ABU1857

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-14 in Akka

This kind of food is not Persian. It is European, except that
there is one Persian dish - the sweetened rice. At first there
were no potatoes in Persia. This is something new with the
Persians-imported from FEurope. At first the Persians did not
take kindly to the potato, saying it was an apple of Europe,
because of their fanaticism. But now whenever they mention
your names all become glad and happy. How different it is that
it has become so. See and realize the power of Baha’u’llah,
what he has done.

If you go into Persia you will see many more things. Really
the believers of Persia love you very much.

There is a Sentence in the New Testament where Christ says
he will not eat of the grape again until he eats thereof in His
Father’s Kingdom. What do the great and learned men think
Concerning this sentence? There is no grape in the Kingdom.
This a symbol and sign of the Word of God. The intoxication
of this wine is such that it will be seen. The English people are
notable for their much drinking, but we hope our intoxication
will surpass them. Their intoxication is from the outward wine
and our intoxication is from the wine of the love of God. After
they drink, giddiness will result, but our wine is a wine of
everlasting exhilaration.

PN_ 1907 p076, TTAG.018, BLO_PN#101
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ABU1011

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-15 in Akka

Mirza Assadu’llah said to the Master that we wished to take
dinner in the name of the Council Board of Chicago. Abdul-
Baha said: Not only in remembrance of the Council Board but
also of all the believers. And when you go to visit the Holy
Tomb you must remember all the believers.

In Europe and America there is a meeting of the parliament.
In this parliament there are men, each of them represents many
men. A single man is like ten thousand men. It seems in fact
as if ten thousand or twenty thousand men are present in that
meeting. His word is the word of all and what he accepts all
of them accept.

Abdul-Baha considers that you are representatives of all the
believers in America. You are the representatives of all. In
reality and in fact it seems as if all are present and all are
dining with him.

If a light is ignited in a meeting it is the same as if all lights
were illuminated. Because light is one thing. Although the
candlesticks are many yet the light is one. All are believers of
the light, the truth and reality, and in the light of truth there
is no separation, and all are the rays of one sun, therefore
each of you represents all. Let us suppose a beloved one and
a thousand lovers. The lovers are one, their forms one, yet all
are different, but to the beloved one all are the face of the lover,
therefore all are one.

The beloved of God although they are far away in body, in
reality, in spirit, they are present. They exist here, though
they are not present. If spiritual meeting were not possible |
would go to meet all the believers in America, because I am
anxious to meet them, but the people would say he has fled
away from the prison, but if he goes and comes back again he
would say I have been over and met the believers and I have
come back again. I have been to the meeting and met Mr.
Scheffler, Mr. Chase, Mr. and Mrs. Agnew. (Abdul-Baha
said in English, “Very well,” and was so happy he said it in
French, “Trés bien,” in Italian “Multo Bono,” and in Turkish,
Persian and Arabic).

See how good this meeting is that Abdul-Baha speaks in differ-
ent languages. He praises this meeting. Could anyone believe
that we would gather so together in such a meeting, but the
love of Baha'u’llah has gathered us.
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The need itself attracts generosity. To be thirsty shows that
there is water.

TTAG.019-020, BLO__PN#101

ABU1456

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-15 in Akka

It is a good gathering. Thank God that believers are gathered
around this table from every part, with utmost sincerity, unity
and friendship. I beg of God that as we are gathered in this
contingent world round this table, we may also be gathered in
the world of the Kingdom and be united. I hope that the gath-
ering together of the believers may be the source of the unity
and harmony of the people of the world. That this physical
table may be a symbol of the heavenly table. Christ said that
he was the heavenly bread which was sent down from heaven,
and this bread means the heavenly table. I hope tonight that
heavenly blessings may descend upon you. That you may be
born again a new spirit, a new power, a new life.

God’s abundances and favors are boundless, without end, and
the blessings of Baha'u’llah are like a boundless ocean. One
wave of the ocean of His blessings will cover (drown) all the
mountains of the world. Now these waves are rolling upon your
head. I hope you will be drowned in these waves, that you will
get endless, boundless, blessings and bounties.

This material world is very dark, and this handful of dust is
very narrow. [ hope that the doors of divine worlds may be
opened before your faces, that you may soar up in a space
whose lights are eternal, enter a garden whose fruits are ever-
lasting, become the center of human virtues and the appear-
ances of divine perfections, that your hearts be adorned with
the commemoration of God, your faces illumined with the light
of the love of God, your ears may hear the melodies of sanc-
tity, your spirits may be gladdened with divine glad tidings,
your tongues may move in praising God; in short, that you
may attain to such a station as to be called the Children of the
Kingdom.

TTAG.020-022, BLO__PN#101
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AB03842

To: James B Thornton Chase, in Chicago
Date: 1907-Apr-15

O Divine Providence! O Lord of loving-kindness!

Thy faithful servant, Mr. Thornton Chase, forsook his home,
departed from his native land, and traversed the mighty ocean,
until, arriving at the shores of the Holy Land, he came unto this
Blessed Spot, laid his head upon the Threshold of the Sacred
Shrine, made lowly supplication at the court of Thy divine
unity, and implored Thy confirmation and assistance... O Lord!
Do Thou vouchsafe unto him Thy confirmation, bestow upon
him Thy strengthening grace, and assist him with the hosts
of the Kingdom, that he may become an instrument for the
diffusion of the Word of God, a source of joy and gladness
unto the friends, and a means of awakening the heedless. Verily,
Thou art Almighty and Most Powerful; and verily, Thou art
the God of Glory, the Supreme Protector, the All-Wise.

O thou true servant of the Abha Beauty! With a power born
of the Kingdom, with a pure and holy rapture, and with a
breath charged with the potency of the All-Merciful, do thou
return unto those regions, there to fill the hearts and souls
to overflowing with the wine of the love of God. Do thou
become a source of universal happiness, and a cause of unity
and harmony for all; for through unity and harmony the friends
of God will raise aloft the divine standard, will radiate the
light of love and fellowship, and show forth tenderness unto
one another. Such is the disposition of the friends of God, and
such are the behaviour and comportment of the children of His
Kingdom.

TAB.340, ECN.512
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ABU3397

Words spoken on 1907-Apr-15 in Akka

Question/topic: About those who pretend to receive news and messages from the other side, such

as the Order of the Golden Cross, etc.

Question: About those who pretend to receive news and mes-
sages from the other side such as the order of the Golden Cross,
etc.

Abduil Baha: What the people claim regarding the other side
and that they receive messages from that place is not quite
so, they only feel something within themselves, but they do
not perceive, there is a great difference between feeling and
perception.

BSTW#211a

ABU3510

Words spoken on 1907-Apr-15 in Akka

Question/topic: Please explain the meaning of this verse from the Koran ["will give them other

skins in exchange...”]

Question: Please explain the meaning of this verse from the
Koran: “Verily those who disbelieve our signs we will cause to
be boiled in hell fire so often as their skins shall be well burned
we will give them other skins in exchange that they may take
the sharper.”

Abdu’l Baha: Hell designated the heedlessness of people from
God. The meaning of skin is doubts, and whenever one doubt
of their doubts is taken away, a new doubt will take place.

BSTW#211b
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ABU3641

Words spoken on 1907-Apr-15 in Akka
Question/topic: Why and how is it that evil or unseen forces have the power to control one’s
affairs and why is it permissible for those forces to influence a person in any direction?

Q. Why and how is it that evil or unseen forces have the power
to control one’s affairs and why is it permissible for those forces
to influence a person in any direction?

A. This is but the imagination of mankind.

BSTW#211a

AB00661

To: Fanny M Meadowcraft, in Buffalo
Date: 1907-Apr-16

O thou beloved maid-servant of God!

Thou hast written regarding the death of thy mother. Praise
be to God, she hath attained to the desire of her heart and
hath ascended to the Kingdom of ABHA!

Happiness dependeth on the spiritual glad-tidings and not
upon material means. It is found in the Kingdom of ABHA
and not in this mortal world.

O thou maid-servant of God! Become thou not extinguished
by the winds of tests, but rather become ignited and be more
happy, for then thou wilt become a tried believer.

Guide the maid-servant of God, Mrs..., to the power of the Holy
Spirit and say: “Unless the Holy Spirit become intermediary,
one cannot attain directly to the bounties of God. Do not
overlook the obvious truths, for it is a self-evident fact that a
child cannot be instructed without a teacher, and knowledge
is a bounty from the bounties of God. The soil is not covered
with grass and green without the rain of the cloud; therefore
the cloud is the intermediary between the divine bounties and
the soil. A body doth not develop and grow without the soul,;
therefore the soul is the medium of the spiritual life.”
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Convey respectful greeting to Mrs... and say: “I hope that
through the breath of the Holy Spirit the mysteries may be-
come disclosed to thee, for without this channel it is impossi-
ble and unattainable. Turn thine attention to the days of His
Highness the Christ; some people imagine that without the
Messianic outpourings, it is possible to attain to Truth, but
this very imagination became the cause of their deprivation.”

O thou maid-servant of God! Whenever thou art desiring to
talk and answer questions, turn thy face toward the Kingdom
of ABHA and beseech for assistance; then loosen thy tongue.
Thou wilt behold at that time how thou art able to answer all
the questions!

O thou maid-servant of God! The aim of the theosophists is to
attain to Truth, but the Truth is unattainable except through
the favor of the Holy Spirit. The light hath a center and if
one desire to seek it otherwise but from the center, he can
never attain to it. In this solar system the source of light is
the sun and every light is acquired from it; even the lamps of
the night are ignited through the sun, for if there were no sun
the trees would not grow nor the mines develop, so that the oil
be extracted from those trees and mines, and the lamps of the
night be lit by it. Is it possible that one attain to the light in
this globular sphere without the mediation of the sun? No, by
the life of God! To suppose it, is pure imagination. But the
Truth is this: The main source of the lights is the Sun and the
rays are shed from it upon all the regions.

TAB.591-593x, BWF.370-370x, BWF.396-396x, BSC.463 #859x, BSC.491
#944x, BSTW#075

ABU1632

Words to Arthur Agnew et al, spoken on 1907-Apr-16 in Akka

Concerning the Temple, the Mashrak El Azkar, it is a very
important matter. The most important thing now in America
is the building of the Temple. You and your friends must
endeavour in this matter. This building will be the cause of
the confirmation of the believers. It has a great effect because
it is the beginning of the foundation. After centuries it is not
so important as it is now, but now it is very important. At
first they build the Temple and worship in it and grow. In past
times they could not build it so outwardly.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 74


https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA591
https://archive.org/details/bahaiworldfaithselectedwritingsofbahaullahandabdulbaha./mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/bahaiworldfaithselectedwritingsofbahaullahandabdulbaha./mode/2up
http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_051-100.pdf#page=64

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABI11715

This building will be the cause of unity and prosperity of the
Cause. Then unity comes. From every part the believers will
assist. This is a heavenly society. And, also, it will be the cause
of strength. The believers will get blessings and bounties. It
cannot be compared with the church of the old time. You have
only to begin - everything will be alright. If you cannot build
a large building, let it be a smaller one.

Take this message to the House of Spirituality and to the be-
lievers. You must announce this matter that you are going to
begin the building of this building. Build it wherever it may
be the best. It is not necessary that it be built in the center of
a city where the lands are expensive. Let it be built where the
lands are cheaper. The Temple must be built in such a place
that around it may be built gardens and flowers. If possible,
near the lake, it is much better.

SW__v01#12 p.006x, PN__1907 p053, TTAG.022-023, BLO__PN#101

AB11715

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Apr-21

O herald of the Covenant! The letter of the 8th of Rabi'u’l-
Avval 1325 was received. From its contents it became known
that individuals from the esteemed family of the Sarvari house-
hold have turned to the Abha Kingdom. This matter brought
joy and delight, that praise be to God, that family and lin-
eage have entered beneath the shade of the Blessed Tree. It
is certain they will attain endless glory and triumph in both
worlds. Especially their accomplished daughter - if she be-
comes a teacher in the Ta’yidiyyih School that would be most
suitable.

This service of your honor at the Sacred Threshold was most
acceptable. Praise be to God that Amatu’l-Baha is attracted
and Amatu’l-A’la is enkindled. And Dr. Clark is happy and
perceptive. Strive greatly that Dr. Clark’s work may progress,
for if any slackening occurs it will cause the male and female
teachers who have been requested from America to hesitate in
coming.

e Jy) g et Ol sle
A% g slas 4l O gene ) ,yaf Mels 1¥YO
Sas #0315l 5l Saeiz sl 5131 &
T Los 48 O et gl S I
Olosgs 5 0Nl 0T arl & a2 0le
§ ol i s Sl Sle fo g
D) P e P Nt A H
Y f\ oladel "4:.5¢ et ko .\S:f

G o Lt gl dunyde 4 b Sdor e
Do Sl ek Oy & adT i)
eV el e ST el b ) sl
St STyall s S SO Ay e
Lo ab 2l S S K8 il
s 8 05 a8 ol 635 5
ST 5 el ot b K1 51 S ades

Al 3oy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 75


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_1/Issue_12
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1907.pdf#page=53
https://bahai-library.com/agnew_table_talks_acca
https://bahai-library.com/agnew_table_talks_acca

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun) ABU1569
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BRL_DAK#0932, YIA.298

ABU1569

Words to Roy Wilhelm et al, spoken during a meal on 1907-Apr-23 in Akka

Since the beginning of the world up to the present time, when-
ever a Manifestation or a Holy One appeared, all stood against
Him, disgracefully treated Him, rejected and opposed Him, per-
secuted His followers, plundered their possessions, and at last
sentenced Him to death, saying ‘This man (the Manifestation)
is the cause of corrupting our laws and of destroying our reli-
gion.

They called Jesus a liar. But, notwithstanding all these afflic-
tions which fell upon Him, He won the victory and subdued
all to His Command; His spiritual authority prevailed in the
world, and the deniers and those who contradicted Him failed
and were frustrated. Though but few persons accepted and
were converted in the Day of each one of the Manifestations,
yet these few surpassed and overcame great multitudes. Dur-
ing the time of Christ only a few souls believed in Him, but
they were so powerful in spirit that none of the learned men
among the Israelites could resist and stand against them, and
afterward their light illumined the world, their call was raised
abroad, their stars twinkled in heaven, their diadem became
resplendent, and they are shining with great brilliancy.

When Christ passed away, He had eleven disciples. The great-
est among them was Peter, and he denied Christ three times,
but when Baha’u’llah departed He had a hundred thousand
believers who were calling out ‘Ya Baha’u’l-Abha while they
were under swords and daggers, and in these late years many
men and women in Yazd were killed by inches without uttering
a single cry or complaint, but rather called out the Greatest
Name. From these incidents we may judge the future of this
Revelation.

PN__1907 p020, IHP.017-018, BLO__ PN#046
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AB02398

To: Emily Olsen, in Chicago
Date: 1907-Apr-30

O thou dear maid-servant of God!

Thank thou the kind Father for that the world of creation was
adorned with the light of His Manifestation and the heart of
the universe found comfort in His mercy, for His infinite mercy
whereby He illumined thine heart with the light of guidance
and thy sight with witnessing His radiance to the extent that
thou didst hearken to the call of the Supreme Concourse and
didst turn to the horizon of sanctity. Praise be to him and to
Him be thanks for this greatest favor and evident attainment!

As to thy vision, it is reality itself (it is what hath occurred).

Whatever thou hast seen in the realm of vision is interpreted
in the contraries and opposites, for laughter in the world of
vision is weeping, and weeping, joy and happiness; death is
longevity, and dangers, in certain cases, safety itself. Harm
(in this wise) is helpfulness, and friendship, enmity and hatred.
Therefore, thou shalt not kill the lamb; nay, rather thou shalt
be the cause of the spread of His Name; thou shalt share a
portion of His eternal life and attain a share of His infinite
mercy. The impressions of the heart (the painful feelings of the
heart), which were like the blows of a weapon, are interpreted
to mean joy and happiness. I hope that thou mayest attain to
all these.

The purport of the study of the Persian tongue is this: That
thou mayest memorize a commune in the Persian and at the
time of communion and supplication, when present in the meet-
ing of the maid-servants of the Merciful, thou mayest chant it.

The translation of Tablets is acceptable and beloved. If, occa-
sionally, thou writest a concise, terse and useful article, with
the utmost sweetness, containing the teachings and exhorta-
tions of the Blessed Perfection, verbatim, for the purpose of
publishing in the journals of Denmark, it will be most agree-
able. I ask God for strength and confirmation for thee.

TAB.426-428
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AB03002

To: Woodward, Frederick James et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Apr-30

O ye beloved! O ye maid-servants of the Merciful!

What a wonderful meeting ye have arranged and longed for
the beauty of service and have arisen to spread the fragrances
of God! Truly I declare, ye are confirmed by the cohorts of the
Supreme Concourse and are reinforced and empowered by the
Exalted Realm!

When the confirmation of the Holy Spirit descendeth, ye are
not a drop, but a roaring sea! Ye are the stars of the hori-
zon of guidance! If this committee become firm, it will grow
and develop; if it remain steadfast, it will become a gift of the
Almighty to the human world; if it last, it will display mar-
velous signs for the well-being of the children of man!

The hosts of the Kingdom of ABHA are drawn and filed up in
battle-array on the plain of the Supreme Apex and are expect-
ing that a band of volunteers step upon the field of action with
the intention of service; so that they may assist that band and
make it victorious and triumphant.

O Thou Almighty God! Confirm Thou these friends and the
maid-servants of the Merciful! Grant Thou to them assistance.
Open Thou before their faces the closed doors and make them
intimate with the fragrances of holiness, so that they may be-
come the confident friends of each other; raise the melody and
the song of joy and sing the harmony of heaven, in order that
they may exhilarate and gladden the regions of the West and
impart attraction and ecstasy!

i Make Thou them the magnets of love so that they may attract

the hearts to the Kingdom of ABHA!

Verily, Thou art the Powerful and the Mighty; and Thou are
the Giver, the Seer and the Hearer! There is no God but Thee,
the Generous, the Merciful!

TAB.441-442, BSC.490 #942x
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AB10839

To: Alice Barney, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Apr-30

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! We hear that thou
hast in mind to embellish thy house from time to time with a
meeting of Baha’is, where some among them will engage in glo-
rifying the All-Glorious Lord and expounding the teachings of
Baha’u’llah. This intention is most acceptable and will surely
lead to the attainment of thy purpose. Know that shouldst
thou bring this about, that house of earth will become a house
of heaven, and that fabric of stone a congress of the spirit.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SWAB#057x, BSW#17.18x
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ABU1635

Words to Aseyeh Allen spoken in May 1907 in Akka

I am very happy that they have the nineteen day Feasts; they
should become more and more spiritual. Though My Body is
here, I am always with you in Heart and Spirit at those Feasts.
I love the believers so much that I am always with them when
they are gathered together, for where love is, there the heart is.
If there are those who have good voices, sing beautiful songs,
if possible Persian chants and poems. If no one can do this in
Persian, have sung any beautiful songs in English.

We must be the cause of union and harmony. If you see two
people disagreeing and apt to become excited or angry, stop
them at once. We should not dispute or discuss differences in
small points which are of little or no importance. When I hear
that the American believers are united in love and harmony, I
shall be very happy; and I shall be happy indeed when I know
that they love each other well enough to give their lives for
each other.

Several days previously a question was asked about the nine-
teen day Feast and the Master said in answer:-

It is better to hold these Feasts in the homes, but in case of
necessity, hold them in the hall. Have food according to the
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ability of the host. Even tea alone is sufficient. If the food is
cooked, then it is better to have tables for seating the people.
If the food is not cooked, it may be passed.

It is a Spiritual Feast. It is no harm to have a little friendly
interchange before and after the Feast.

PN_ 1907 p071

ABU2478

Words to Arthur Agnew spoken in May 1907 in Akka

[At your request, while at ‘Akka, I asked the Master for an
explanation of the symbol in the Ring, telling Him of the Tablet
you had received and your desire to know something of the
circumstances of the revealment of the Symbol. He said:]

It is a symbol from (or of) the Real Light. The word “Baha”
appears upon the stone four times - that is from whatever
direction you read it, and it spells the word “Baha” which
means Light - the Light of Truth.

From the symbol on the ring one can remember the meaning
of that Light, which means “Baha”. It is engraved upon the
stone and worn as a ring for the purpose of remembrance.

It can be read from four points - the same “Baha” - One is the
station of Identity, - one of Qualities or Attributes - the third
the Name, the fourth Deeds or Function, because everything
contains Identity, Attributes, Qualities, Name or Function - it
gives Light.

For instance this flower has identity, qualities, name, and deeds
- which is its fragrance, - for instance the sun, it has identity,
qualities, name and function - it gives light.

Those four “Bahas” are symbols of these four things.

PN_ 1907 p054
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ABU2770

Words to Aseyeh Allen spoken in May 1907 in Akka

One evening a question was asked about the Omnipotence of
God. Did God create us in order that He might express or
manifest Himself? Is He not dependent upon us all?

The answer was: Man is dependent. God is independent. Man
is weak. God is strong. Man is ignorant. God is wise. Man’s
capacity is limited. God is all-powerful, unlimited.

The sun has two risings. It appears to rise but really does not
(it is the earth that changes). It shines regardless of the earth.
If there were no earth, it would shine just the same (though by
means of the earth the wonderful effect of the sun in producing
life is beautiful).

So, God is, and although He expressed Himself through man,
still if He had not created man, He would be just the same.
God is Omnipotent.

PN_ 1907 p064

ABU3206

Words to Aseyeh Allen spoken in May 1907 in Akka

One must not look at oneis self, for the more he does this, the
more he sees his faults and feels guilty and useless. But when
he looks at God, he feels God is near to him, and feels Godis
power, Greatness, Bounty and Love. If we look at ourselves,
we see only our weakness.

PN_ 1907 p063
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ABU3582

Words to Aseyeh Allen spoken in May 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Now that you have seen me, do you mean all the beautiful things you said in these
Tablets?

Q. Now that you have seen me, do you mean all the beautiful
things you said in these Tablets?

A. Part is what you are and part is what I hope you will be.

PN_ 1907 p063

AB03582

Date: 1907-May or <

O ye friends of ‘Abduil-Bahal

The East is illumined, the West is perfumed, and the world
is in motion and acceleration. The fame of the Grandeur of
the Word of God has reached the ears of the inhabitants of
the world, and the voice of the Cause of God holds universal
sway! It is the time for joy and happiness and the moment of
exhilaration and ecstasy!

One must live in accord with the Exhortations and Advices of
the Blessed Perfection, and behave with such deeds and actions
as to become conducive to the illumination of the world, and
the manifestation of mercifulness among nations.

A moment of tranquility do ye not desire. An instant of ease
do ye not seek. A minute of composure do ye not long for.

As long as life is in this body one must exert himself and put
forth an effort, so that he may lay a foundation and build a
structure that will stand through the onward rolling of cen-
turies and cycles, and whose pillars neither the hands of pos-
terity nor the future generations will be able to destroy. It
must be eternal and everlasting, so that the Sovereignty of the
Spirit and Heavenly Consciousness may remain firm and un-
shakable in both worlds. This is the advice of ‘Abduil-Baha!
This is the exhortation of this broken-winged bird!
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Upon ye be Baha-el-AHBA!

PN__1907 p070

AB05425

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1907-May-05

Your letter dated the 22nd of Rabi’u’l-Avval 1325 was received,
and the contents of the papers enclosed therewith and their
purport were noted.

O beloved of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! This is the path of love, which
hath many vicissitudes. Fach day bringeth a tempest, and
every moment a consuming flame. The Most Great Ocean
ceaseth not its mighty waves, and the most bountiful cloud
poureth not its rain without thunder and lightning.

The Bab - may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him - hath written
in one of His Tablets: “In Our days, tribulation is not strange;
rather, safety therein is the strangest of strange things.”

Love from the beginning was ever rebellious and bloodthirsty,
that the outsider might flee.

As Ibn-i-Farid hath said:

“Live in solitude, for love’s comfort is suffering; its beginning
is sickness and its end is death.”

In the Ode of the Dove he saith:

“Either abandon thy claim to love, or be content with what
transpireth, for thus hath the matter been ordained in My
laws and My ways.”

In any case, the flame of love must needs be consuming; there-
fore patience and composure are necessary, and stillness and
forbearance are essential....
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AB10945

To: Farmer, Sarah J et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-May-16

O thou beloved maidservant of God! T hope thou wilt detach
thyself day by day from this mound of earth and become nearer
and nearer to the Divine Realm. Therefore take provision for
the journey to the other world and free thyself from this earth;
-that is, become familiar with the Fragrances of Holiness.

BLO__PT#028a

AB06955

To: Kathryn Frankland, in California
Date: 1907-May-18

O thou spiritual clarion!

The voice of the physical clarion may travel the distance of
three miles, but the harmony of the spiritual Clarion reacheth
to the East and the West. The effect of that is only in the bod-
ies; but the effect of this is in the spirits. The first proclaimeth
the time of prayer; the second announceth the appearance of
the most Great Resurrection. That hath no conscious knowl-
edge of its own voice; while this is exhilarated and rejoiced by
its own melody.

How significant and eloquent were those new verses, for they
were the notes of the clarion of the love of God!

Raise thou this call as much as thou canst, and sound and blow
this clarion continually night and day, so that the souls may
become quickened and the people find eternal life.

TAB.234-235
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AB08891

To: Sarah J Farmer, in Green Acre, ME
Date: 1907-May-18

...Thou hast asked regarding the statement in the Arabic Hid-
den Words: “Shouldst thou discern with my eyes.” When man
attains to the station of renunciation and loses entirely his
“I-hood” his existence is identical with non-existence and a
splendor of the Being of the True One is cast upon him. Then
he shall discern with the Eye of God, hear with the ears of
the True One, and become like unto the iron, which when cast
in the fire loses its qualities of coldness, blackness and solidity,
and the characteristics of fire such as heat, redness and glowing
will become apparent and manifest in it....
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AB10545

To: Berdette Matteson, in California
Date: 1907-May-18

O thou yearner after the Kingdom! Thy letter was received. It
was brief and expressive of meaning. I ask from God that thy
name be registered in the Tablet of the Kingdom; [that thou]
be assisted by the merciful confirmation; become characterized
with divine characteristics, and that thou mayest become a tree
with the utmost freshness and delicacy in the orchard of God.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.590
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AB10543

To: J Vance Matteson, in California
Date: 1907-May-18

O thou yearner after Truth!

I know in what condition thou art, and how much thou longest
for the meeting. The real meeting consists in the communi-
cation of heart. I hope that this communication will become
strong, for the hearts which are spiritually related to each other,
their meetings are eternal, both in this world and in the Uni-
verse of God. I hope that thou mayest attain thereunto!

TAB.589-590

AB10561

To: Matteson, J Vance et al., in California
Date: 1907-May-18

O thou flower of the Rose-garden of God’s love! Thou hast
presented thy life. I have also accepted it, in order that thou
mayest sacrifice thyself in the path of God and attain to the
ultimate desire of the spiritual ones. Thou art a fresh plant in
this divine orchard. I hope that thou mayest become fruitful,
and become the cause of the adornment of this rose-garden.

TAB.590

AB00653

To: D R Sutton, in Rainier, OR
Date: 1907-May-19

...Regarding the verse of the Gospel about which you wrote, (ss4 o35 ¢35, ;2 sl U2 a5 Jdens

that from context it appears that on the Day of Christ’s ap-
pearance all souls would hear the call and obey: Know that
faith is of two kinds. The first kind is faith through speech and
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obedience through action, which is by human choice. The sec-
ond type is existential faith and natural obedience. There is no
doubt that all beings on the Day of Christ’s appearance, both
first and second, had existential faith in Christ and natural
obedience, because beings are branches and Christ is the root
- the branch follows and is obedient and faithful to the root.
Beings are the structure and Christ is the foundation - the
structure stands on the foundation. Beings are like branches,
leaves, blossoms and fruits, and Christ is the root of the tree.
Certainly branches, leaves, blossoms and fruits follow the tree.
This is existential faith. But as for cognizant faith, which is
the recognition of God and understanding of God’s verses, in
every age “many are called but few are chosen.” This is the
truth.

BWF.364-364x, SW_ v16#10 p.669x
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ABO05119

To: Chas A Bjork, in Chicago
Date: 1907-May-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou hast found thy way from the Lutheran denomination to
the Kingdom of the Baha’is, and thou shalt understand the
meanings of the Holy Book. Therefore, act according to the
teachings of Baha’u’llah so that assurance may be obtained
and doubt may be transformed into certitude. At that time,
thou shalt discover all the mysteries and symbols of the Holy
Book, the gates of meaning shall be opened before thy face,
and divine secrets shall be revealed. If thou seekest proof,
praise be to God that the horizons are illumined by the lamp
of divine evidence. All the conditions of the Blessed Beauty
were miracles. Among these, while He was a prisoner in the
Most Great Prison, He raised up this mighty Cause and created
a great commotion in East and West. Pay no attention to tests.
Be firm and strong, steadfast and upright. Turn to the Lord
of the Kingdom and in the early hours of dawn engage in the
mention of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha. The luminosity of this Cause
shall become manifest to thee. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB05611

To: Alex J Frankland, in Oakland
Date: 1907-May-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received. Thou hast written regarding the visit
of the beloved maid-servant of God, the attracted one to the
fragrance of holiness, Mrs..., to California, which hath been the
cause of affinity among the friends and the guidance of others.

Mrs... is the favored maid-servant of the Blessed Perfection. In
reality she is the daughter of the Kingdom and is an informed
speaker. Have ye the utmost consideration toward her and
show her exceeding respect.

Should anyone in this day attach his heart to the Kingdom,
release himself from all else save God and become attracted to
the fragrances of holiness, the army of the Kingdom of ABHA
will help him and the angels of the supreme Concourse will
assist him.

Convey my respectful greeting to Mrs... I sought for her pro-
tection and bounty from the Lord of the Kingdom.

Regarding the question of your presence in Acca now, it is not
according to wisdom. Postpone this matter to some other time.

TAB.590-591

AB06280

To: Marie A Watson
Date: 1907-May-19

O thou beloved maid-servant of God!

The letter, which thou hast forwarded through Mrs..... was
received. Thank thou God that thou art assisted in the thrall-
dom of His Threshold, art favored in the Kingdom, art herald-
ing the Name of the True One, art speaking of divine praises,
art guiding the souls to the Sun of Truth, art quickening the
dead with the breaths of the Holy Spirit and art endeavoring
with heart and soul to spread the Cause.
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Thou hast Mrs..... as thy partner and sharer, co-operating with
each other to serve, and hast lived in her house.

Show thou forth love to Mrs..... and convey to her greetings
on my behalf. Associate with her and seek her companionship

as far as possible, for it is conducive to the development of you
both.

TAB.226-227

AB00610

To: Salman et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1907-May-20

O servants of the one true God! O handmaids of the Merciful!

From the outset love was rebellious and bloodthirsty,

So as to put every stranger to flight.

One of the requisites of true love is willingness to bear every
suffering and tribulation that hath occurred in the past or may
occur in the future. Hence a passionate lover is always stained
with blood, and he that yearneth to meet the Beloved a con-
stant wanderer. How well is it said:

The worldly wise who garner the ears of grain are unaware of
Layli’s secret,

For unto none was accorded the great glory but Majnun—he
who set the whole harvest afire.

Thus throughout all ages and centuries the righteous have been
made a target to the darts of adversity and have fallen victim
to the swords of oppression. At one time they quaffed the cup
of dire ordeal, at another they tasted the venom of bitter woe.
Not for a moment did they enjoy rest and comfort, nor did
they repose for a fleeting breath upon the couch of tranquil-
lity. Rather did they endure agonizing torment and patiently
carry the burden of hardship that every oppressor was wont
to impose upon them. Having been consigned to dungeons
and prisons, they severed themselves from the world and all
its peoples.
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In this way most of the favoured ones of God offered up their
lives as martyrs in the field of sacrifice. He Who is the re-
splendent Morn of divine guidance, the Exalted One [the Bab],
sank below the horizon of sacrifice. Quddus sought compan-
ionship with the Beloved through glorious martyrdom. Mulla
Husayn opened a new gate to the field of martyrdom. Vahid
distinguished himself as a peerless figure in the arena of sacri-
fice. Zanjani [Hujjat] offered up his life as a martyr upon the
plain of tribulation. The King of Martyrs hastened forth to
the place of sacrifice. The Beloved of Martyrs was enraptured
with ineffable gladness when he offered up his life for the sake
of God. Ashraf attained the heights of honour as he unflinch-
ingly set his face towards the arena of sacrifice. Badi’, as he
breathed his last, exclaimed: “Magnified be my Lord, the Most
Glorious!” The martyrs of the land of Ya drank their fill with
relish from the draught of glorious martyrdom, and the mar-
tyrs of Shiraz laid down their lives in the arena of ardent love
to the tune of sweet and wondrous melodies. Those massacred
in the land of Nayriz were inebriated with the brimful cup of
sacrifice, and the martyrs of Tabriz were seized with ecstatic
joy and unleashed new energies in the field of sacrifice. Those
who renounced their lives in Mazindaran exclaimed: “O Lord!
Destine for us this cup that brimmeth over with the choice
wine”; while the martyrs of Isfahan laid down their lives with
utmost joy and radiance.

In brief, there is not a spike whose tip is not tinged with the
blood of the martyrs, nor is there a place not dyed crimson
with the blood of His ardent lovers. My purpose is to enable
you to know that one of the tenets of those that thirst after
Him, and the highest aspiration of such as long to behold His
face, is to endure hardship, to submit to trials and martyrdom
in the path of the Lord of grace. Therefore it behoveth you to
render thanks unto God for the bounty of having drunk your
fill from this draught and for having tasted deadly poison in
the path of the Best-Beloved. Indeed, far from being a poison,
this is pure honey and sugar; and far from being bitter in taste,
this is the essence of sweetness.

O how eager am I to bear affliction in the path of God! O
what a great joy to suffer hardship for His love! O how blessed
the man who tasteth the bitterness of woe, and how well is
it with him who is swept into the ocean of tribulation in his
eagerness to attain the presence of God! It behoveth you to
offer thanksgiving at every moment, inasmuch as ye became
the target of atrocities in the path of divine guidance and were
exposed to grievous oppressions for the sake of the love ye
cherish for the Almighty.
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In truth, those that are guided solely by their reason would be
unable to perceive the sweetness of this cup, but the ardent
lovers will be overjoyed and enraptured by the holy ecstasy
which this wondrous draught doth produce. Every discerning
observer who hath gazed upon the countenance of that graceful
Beloved was prompted to lay down his life as a martyr, and
every receptive ear which had hearkened unto that celestial
melody suffered its listener to become so enravished with joy as
to offer up himself without hesitation as a sacrifice. The moth
which is animated by love will burn its wings as it flitteth round
the lamp of God, and the phoenix of tender affection will be
set ablaze by the fire of ardent desire. No unfamiliar bird can
partake of the heat of this Fire, nor can the fowls that dwell
upon the dust plunge forth into this heavenly Ocean. However,
praise be unto God, ye are the leviathans of this ocean, the
birds of this pasture, the moths of this lamp, the nightingales
of this meadow.

2 And upon you rest the glory of the Most Glorious!
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AB00714

To: Ardikani, Abdu’l-Husayn et al.,
Date: 1907-May-20

in Ardakan

Praise be to Him Who sent down from heaven water in torrents,
whereby every barren land was stirred to life and brought forth
fruits of every kind in pairs most beautiful, and made His ex-
alted Word in the niche of creation a light and a blazing lamp,
and ordained the tolerant Law as a niche and glass for the lamp
of the Supreme Concourse, and aided His loved ones with hosts
from His Most Glorious Kingdom successively and in waves,
and made the exemplary Path for His chosen ones the most
straight course, and opened before their faces a mighty portal.

And greetings and glory be upon the Most Great Word and
the Blessed Tree of Light and the Radiant Maiden and the
Peerless Pearl in the string of Prophets who submitted to her
Lord and was humble, and gave glad tidings and rejoiced, and
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called out and proclaimed and announced the appearance of
her Lord on the Day when the earth was shaken and the heaven
was split asunder and the mountains were made to pass away
and the seas overflowed and the sun was darkened and the
moon was eclipsed and the scrolls were folded up and the pens
dried up and hearts cried out and breasts were constricted and
souls reached the throat and called out “This is a difficult day”
and none had any helper save God, nor intimate friend nor
protector nor companion nor confidant. Verily God is powerful
over all things.

O friends of this prisoner! In truth, in previous years sudden
calamity so encompassed the friends of the All-Merciful that
it is beyond description and impossible to recount. But the
friends in that land were self-sacrificing in the path of the Lord
and detached from the world and all therein. Therefore they
shook their sleeves at the world and hastened dancing, clapping
and whirling to the place of sacrifice, and in the altar of love
they arranged a feast and called for celebration.

One became a singer, another a musician, one became a per-
former and another a player. A banquet and festival was es-
tablished and an assembly was adorned whose lamp was the
radiance of the supreme martyrdom, whose wine was the pure
water of the love of God, whose glass was the chalice of bounty,
whose nectar was the gift of the Supreme Kingdom, whose song
was supplication and entreaty, whose melody and music was
“Glory be to my Most Glorious Lord!”, whose lute and oud
had the tune of the family of David, whose chant and anthem
was praise of the Praised Station, whose harp and rebec was
the cry of attachment to the Kingdom, whose nighttime drink
was the sealed wine, whose foods were heavenly tables, whose
honey and sugar was the sweetness of divine love.

What a lovely feast it was and what a mighty celebration that
amazed the Concourse on High and moved the denizens of the
Most Glorious Kingdom to excitement! From every direction
arose the sound of praise and from every region was raised the
cry of acclaim. This feast and festival, this joy and gladness
will illuminate ages and cycles, eras and centuries.

Therefore you must show the utmost happiness and joy, and
manifest delight and contentment, for you received a portion
from this feast and found a share from this celebration. Thus
arrange gatherings of fellowship and establish divine assemblies
so that in those sacred gatherings you may engage in praising
and glorifying the Ancient Lord, and become the cause of eager-
ness and rapture, and the means of ecstasy and joy, and bring
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others too into happiness and gladness, and make them intox-
icated with the pure wine. But do not transgress the bounds
of wisdom. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00901

To: Ali, Mirza et al.,
Date: 1907-May-20

in Turuq

O two servants of the Blessed Threshold! I am near the Agsa
Mosque while you are at that furthest extremity. Despite this,
the utmost attachment exists and the connection of heart and
spirit is ready. It is as if we are in one gathering and compan-
ions in one home, intimate confidants. Observe how the bonds
of the Abha Kingdom have bestowed such connection, estab-
lished such unity, and granted such attachment in all things,
that this prisoner is enchanted by the faces of the friends and
madly in love with the very hair of the loved ones. Surely
this spiritual love will soon illumine the world and transform
devilish groups into merciful ones.

O friends! Be kind to the people of the world, whether friends
or enemies, and become well-wishers to all. Show friendship
and worship truth. Seek truthfulness and desire reconciliation.
Do not hurt anyone’s feelings, even if they are a great enemy.
Do not sadden any heart, even if they are a spiteful foe. Estab-
lish the practice of love and faithfulness and be free from every
bond. God says: “Purify thy sight from human limitations
and turn not thy gaze from this Most Sublime Vision.” Look
to God, not to creation. Turn to the Creator of the world,
not to the world. Open your eyes to the sun, not to garden
or refuse heap. If you see faithlessness, show faithfulness. If
you become the target of hardship, bestow a gift. If you face
reproach, offer greetings and peace. If you witness denial and
pride, show humility and meekness. If enemies give poison,
give honey. If they become bitter, become sugar.

3 The purpose is that through grace and favor of the Manifest
Light, you should establish and promote the practice of friend-
ship and truthfulness with all peoples of the world. This is the
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great bounty, this is the manifest triumph, this is mercy for all
the worlds. Do not rise up against anyone in conflict and strife,
and do not lay the foundation of contention. Rather, with the
utmost kindness and humility and submissiveness, convey the
word of truth and show proof and evidence. If they accept, ex-
cellent indeed. If not, do not be disheartened, do not become
sorrowful, do not be dejected, do not seek weariness, do not
complain. Trust in God. Read again, speak again, show affec-
tion again. Be kind and in whatever language possible, show
consideration.

O my God! O my God! Aid the loved ones to love and loyalty
with all peoples and nations upon the earth. Make them signs
of guidance and standards of Thy mercy amidst humanity, and
lamps of grace and bounty and trees of the garden of existence.
Lord! Ilumine their faces with the lights of turning to Thee
and adorn their hearts with trust in Thee. Aid them in bowing
down and prostrating before Thee until they chant verses of
unity in gatherings of guidance and their cry of glorification
and praise rises to the Supreme Concourse. Verily Thou art
the Confirmer of whomsoever Thou willest in whatsoever Thou
willest, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Mulla Yusuf-i-Nakhai, in Khusif
Date: 1907-May-20

My Lord, my Lord! I beseech Thee with my tongue, my spirit
and my heart to open the gates of mysteries to the faces of the
righteous ones, to confirm through Thy inspiration the hearts
of the free, to shower upon their hearts rays and lights, to rain
down from the clouds of divine knowledge an abundant out-
pouring upon the gardens of their realities, and to strengthen
the back of Thy zealous servant with abundant confirmation
and empower him to resist the lethargic ones with a conquering,
overwhelming power, and cause him to speak with compelling
argument, decisive proofs and brilliant evidence from the Book

d\—>— SR Sl J{”‘ Jl L;,) L;,J
555 LW oprs Je S8 Gyl i O
8l o e AN O Sl
ﬁ_ml» Sl e Jo 5 1Yy dalY)
531 5A8 31 Ll Gl oAl Sl o
doslis o 458 5 5Bl WL Al Sue
L adlas 5 5l 1265 26 55 50l s
oo b V1 2ablil gl 5l
B 5 e N B o 2L el

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 94


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-487.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/BN/bn-227.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS5/mas5-147.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA2/mma2-111.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-443.html

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB01026

of the Covenant through the influence of the Supreme Pen from
the Luminary of the horizons. O Lord! Make him a sign of
guidance, a niche for the lamp of piety, a servant of the Most
Great Word, and a soldier mobilized from the Abha Kingdom.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Most High, and
verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Powerful, the
All-Bestowing.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! If the cup of the Covenant
does not intoxicate a soul, how can the wine from the tavern
of the horizons affect it? And if the light of the Sun of Truth
does not illumine a heart, how can the rays of a lamp dispel the
darkness? How can those who are not awakened by the melody
of the Book of the Covenant be roused from their pillow of pride
by the fragrance of flowers and the morning breeze?

Nevertheless, since you have requested it, this servant will write
a response to those questions, but only after the Center of Vio-
lation sends his response and explains the issues. For if I take
precedence and explain, the Center of Violation will take this
servant’s very explanations, append to them some ambiguous
meaningless words, and claim that this servant has plagiarized,
thus causing confusion in the matter, as he has done repeatedly
many times before. And fabricating souls consider his fabrica-
tions to be flowers from the rose garden of truth, derive the
utmost joy from them, and they become the cause of casting
doubts. Surely you are not satisfied with this.

Therefore others must first urgently seek an answer from him,
and when they receive his answer, keep it concealed and hidden
and show it to no one. Then request an answer from this
servant. This is out of love for you personally, otherwise the
proof of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is decisive and brilliant and His evidence
is clear and manifest - there is no need for such tests, especially
confrontation with the Center of Violation whose importance
and station in this strange matter has diminished and lessened.
It is like testing darkness against light, and such requests are
like saying that in the presence of a sharp cutting sword in
hand, a penknife is needed to prove bravery and valor. Any
rational person would be bewildered by such a requirement.

5 In any case, make haste in this matter. And upon you be the
most glorious Glory.
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ABO01617

To: Qaim Magami, Mirza Sulayman et al.,
Date: 1907-May-20

in Khalajabad

...O Lord! Ennoble the righteous ones and manifest eternal
bounty. Make mysteries manifest and diffuse the lights. Make
every heart intimate with Thy remembrance and every eye
bright and seeing. Make the friends precious and grant them
wisdom and discernment. Make each a candle of the gathering,
a witness to the assembly, a cypress in this meadow, and a pea-
cock in this garden, that they may bestow adornment upon the
world, spread this manifest light, and illumine their foreheads
with the rays of ancient bounty. Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Giver, the Bestower, the All-Seeing. There is no
God but Thee, the Generous, the Merciful, the Munificent, the
All-Bountiful. Abbas
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1907-May-20

O Samandar, enkindled by the fire burning above the Mount
in the Blessed Tree, firm of root and far-spreading in branch
on the Day of Manifestation! I have indeed chanted verses of
gratitude to God for what He has ordained and decreed by a
measured decree, as tribulations have successively befallen you
from various directions in this day of hardship. I bear witness
that you are patient, thankful, steadfast and zealous, counting
tribulation as a gift from your Lord - and your Lord’s gift is
not restricted. I bear witness that you share with ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and are his partner in every affliction that has befallen him in
the path of your All-Forgiving Lord. No harm can come, for
your Lord has distinguished you with this blessed station.

I pray for you and for that blessed family connected and related
to the family of Baha who have remained firm in the Covenant
with abundant grace, that He may make it a brilliant sign
throughout all ages and centuries. Glory be to Him Who has
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made violation a cutting sword for certain branches, and stead-
fastness a connecting hand for those He has distinguished with
His mercy in this renowned Covenant. Be grateful therefore to
God for having guided you, bestowed upon you, and fulfilled
for you what was promised in the Preserved Tablet and the
unfurled scroll.

My God, my God! Verily Your sincere and trusted servant,
who has turned to the manifest Light, who is firm and stead-
fast - his unity has been scattered by successive tribulations,
his gathering dispersed by repeated destiny and decree, his
ease transformed to hardship, afflictions and adversities repeat-
edly visited upon him, his strength has weakened, his supports
shaken with anguish, and crises have intensified upon him from
all directions. Yet he ceases not to thank You while drowning
in trials and pain, and praises You whenever the footsteps of
days press heavily upon him.

O Lord! Remove from him this poisonous cup, gather his scat-
tered affairs, unite his dispersed ones across the horizons, open
before his face the gates of blessings, multiply for him good
deeds, increase his benevolent acts, and make him and his fam-
ily members cups overflowing with noble deeds and stars shin-
ing with Your gifts, O Lord of clear signs! Verily You are the
Generous, You are the Great, You are the All-Merciful, the
All-Compassionate.
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To: Haji Abdu’l-Husayn Known as Navvab et al.
Date: 1907-May-20

O Lord my God! O Thou Helper of the feeble, Succorer of the
poor and Deliverer of the helpless who turn unto Thee. With
utmost lowliness I raise my suppliant hands to Thy kingdom
of beauty and fervently call upon Thee with my inner tongue,
saying: O God, my God! Aid me to adore Thee, strengthen my
loins to serve Thee; assist me by Thy grace in my servitude to
Thee; suffer me to remain steadfast in my obedience to Thee;
pour forth upon me the liberal effusions of Thy bounty, let the
glances of the eye of Thy loving-kindness be directed towards
me, and immerse me in the ocean of Thy forgiveness. Grant
that T may be confirmed in my allegiance to Thy Faith, and
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bestow upon me a fuller measure of certitude and assurance,
that I may wholly dispense with the world, may turn my face
with entire devotion towards Thy face, be reinforced by the
compelling power of proofs and testimonies, and, invested with
majesty and power, may pass beyond every region of heaven
and earth. Verily Thou art the Merciful, the All-Glorious, the
Kind, the Compassionate.

O Lord! These are the survivors of the martyrs, that company
of blessed souls. They have sustained every tribulation and
displayed patience in the face of grievous injustice. They have
forsaken all comfort and prosperity, have willingly submitted to
dire suffering and adversity in the path of Thy love, and are still
held captive in the clutches of their enemies who continually
torment them with sore torment, and oppress them because
they walk steadfastly in Thy straight path. There is no one to
help them, no one to befriend them. Apart from the ignoble
and the wicked, there is no one to associate and consort with
them.

O Lord! These souls have tasted bitter agony in this earthly
life and have, as a sign of their love for the shining beauty of
Thy countenance and in their eagerness to attain Thy celestial
kingdom, tolerated every gross indignity that the people of
tyranny have inflicted upon them.

O Lord! Fill their ears with the verses of divine assistance and
of a speedy victory, and deliver them from the oppression of
such as wield terrible might. Withhold the hands of the wicked
and leave not these souls to be torn by the claws and teeth of
fierce beasts, for they are captivated by their love for Thee,
entrusted with the mysteries of Thy holiness, stand humbly at
Thy door and have attained to Thine exalted precinct.

O Lord! Graciously reinforce them with a new spirit; illumine
their eyes by enabling them to behold Thy wondrous evidences
in the gloom of night; destine for them all good that aboundeth
in Thy Kingdom of eternal mysteries; make them as brilliant
stars shining over all regions, luxuriant trees laden with fruit
and branches moving in the breezes of dawn.

Verily, Thou art the Bountiful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent,
the Unconstrained. There is none other God but Thee, the God

of love and tender mercy, the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving.

BPRY.293-296
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To: Ali Muhammad Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1907-May-20

O Lord, my Lord! Verily my prayer and my devotion are for
Thee, O my Refuge and my Shelter! I beseech Thee, supplicat-
ing at the threshold of Thy mercy and turning to the kingdom
of Thy divinity, to encompass Thy truthful servant with the
glances of Thine eye of providence, and single him out for Thy
mercy, and confirm him through Thy bounty. O Lord, his
patience is exhausted from hardship, and his tribulation has
intensified through poverty, and he is afflicted with adversity
after prosperity and constriction after ease, and he has no pa-
tience left for this trial. Therefore open unto him the gates
of heaven and grant him through Thy mercy from Thy boun-
ties, and transform his hardship into ease and affluence, and
elevate his station among the princes, and make him a sign of
Thy greatest gift among all people until his peers envy him
and his relatives rejoice in him. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Giver, the Generous, the Bestower.

O kind friend! You sent numerous letters but there was no
opportunity to reply. Complain not from thy poverty neither
glory in thy prosperity. Be not sad from indigence in the means
of thy livelihood, neither be thou disconsulate from lack of
possessions. These days pass by and this life is fruitless and
futile. Unless souls become alive with the breath of the All
Merciful unless hearts become engaged in mention of God and
find eternal life and seek everlasting grace, see lordly bounties
gaze on the glorious generosity of God, recite the verses of
guidance, fix their gaze on the confirmations of the supreme
These souls are truly honoured, these souls will
abide in the grace of God, be they rich or poor, be they captive
or a prince. Nevertheless, I have supplicated on thy behalf
that this constraint may be changed into spaciousness and this
straitness into relief. I hope that the doors of blessing may be
flung open, and that thy heart and soul may be made joyous
and dilated.

concourse.

3 Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious.
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To: Aqa Shamuil son of Aqa Rabi (Pilgrim) et al.
Date: 1907-May-20

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! You have tasted the poison
of persecution in the path of Baha and become the target of
the arrows of calamity. You have experienced great tribulations
and endured severe trials. Praise be to God that in the fire of
tests your faces became radiant and you burned away the veils
of people’s vain imaginings.

Extend utmost respect and honor to the Jewish believers, de-
scendants of Abraham, on my behalf and kiss their faces and
hair, for they heard the counsels of Abraham with the ear of
the soul and carried them out with heart and limb. They have
gladdened the hearts of all the Prophets of Israel and made
Jacob’s children beloved in the Supreme Concourse.

Today Abraham is a compassionate father in great joy and glad-
ness. Isaac gives glad tidings to the horizons from the Abha
Kingdom. Israel sees his lineage as glorious. Joseph considers
Jacob’s descendants as characterized by guidance and divine
gifts. Moses the Interlocutor counts that people as the manifes-
tation of great grace. Aaron knows Israel as the manifestations
of the favors of the Incomparable Lord. Solomon considers his
people as successful in both worlds. David sees the Jews as
manifestations of the favors of the Loving Lord. Isaiah, Eli-
jah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Ezra all praise and commend all of
Israel.

These are the favors of the Glorious Lord that have been be-
stowed upon Israel. Therefore give thanks and praise the One
God who has shown such consideration and freely bestowed
such a gift.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04129

To: Baha’is of Aran et al.
Date: 1907-May-20

...O Kind Lord! The friends are self-sacrificing and the loved
ones are radiant. They are captives of Thy love and seek refuge
at the gate of Thy mercy. They seek Thy good-pleasure and
speak of Thy mysteries and walk in Thy path. O Lord! Forgive
our sins and teach us humility and supplication, that we may
all engage in servitude unto Thee and seek the outpourings of

Thy mercy and act according to Thy counsels and exhortations.

Night and day may we strive with heart and soul, may we surge
and cry out until the lights of unity shine forth and the verses
of detachment are intoned and the morn of sanctity dawns and

hearts are illumined and enlightened by the rays of Thy favors.

My God, my God! These are servants who are abased before
the glory of Thy Lordship, who bow down at the threshold of
Thy mercy, who are humbled before Thy might and the majesty
of Thy oneness, who are turned toward Thee and trust in Thee
and supplicate before Thee. O Lord! Send down upon them
the signs of guidance and make them lamps of the Concourse
on High and cast upon them the word of righteousness and
illumine their hearts with a brilliant ray from the zenith of glory
and cause them to speak in praise and gather them beneath the
banner of the supreme gift and make them warbling birds in the
garden of faithfulness and roaring lions in the forests of eternity

and fish swimming in the pools of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Great, and
verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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AB04097

To: Ali Muhammad Baydai
Date: 1907-May-20

O divine poet and O merciful versifier! The eloquent poem
was like the intoxication of nighttime wine, and had the effect
of ecstasy and joy like the harp and lute, and was a loving
melody that attracted the hearts of friend and stranger alike.
It was eloquent and novel, graceful and articulate. Don’t call
them merely poems - they were strung pearls. Don’t call them
merely verses - they were scattered jewels. For its opening was
praise of the Shining Morning of existence and its conclusion
was glorification of the Merciful Lord God.

2 Always engage in praising the Most Exalted Lord and glori-
fying and sanctifying the Most Glorious Beauty, so that from
the shell of the heart lustrous pearls may emerge and from the
spring of talent sweet fresh water may flow forth. Let words
and meanings become honey and sugar, and let truths and
foundations become refined sugar.

From your sweet melody the souls of friends found joy and de-
light, and from your wondrous songs the spirits of those drawn
near gained the bounty of gladness. Therefore in these gardens
become the nightingale of mystery and at every moment harmo-
nize with spiritual praises and attributes of the Self-Sufficient
Lord.

Verily my Lord assists whomsoever He wishes in whatsoever
He wishes, and He is the Kind, the All-Informed.
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AB04226

To: Friend of Aqa Mirza Aqa Qaim-Magami et al., in Arak
Date: 1907-May-20

May the Glory radiating from the horizon of grandeur and the
sweet, fragrant praise perfuming all regions be upon you, O
martyrs, lamps of guidance and lights of the Supreme Con-
course! You have sacrificed your spirits and offered up your
bodies and become intoxicated from the overflowing cups of
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sacrifice in the path of the All-Glorious. So glad tidings to
you, O chosen ones! And blessed are you, O noble ones! And
joy be unto you, O chiefs, from the Abha Kingdom!

I testify that you have walked the path and entered through the
mighty gate and blazed like lamps and attained the greatest
ascension on the Promised Day. Blessed is the one who follows
your example on this path and yearns for the best companion
and is delivered from this deep pit and is assisted by divine
confirmation and finds in you a beautiful example and follows
you from a distant place.

I beseech God to send down blessing and abundant grace upon
everyone who seeks blessing from your pure dust and visits your
graves and attains eternal portion throughout endless ages and
successive centuries and eras. I beseech God to send down upon
me mercy and divine gift and blessing through your influence
in this world and the next, and to perfume my nostrils with
the holy and fragrant breezes of your sanctity until I achieve a
mighty triumph.

Verily, He is the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

bbby Tl el SO b by s T VI

2 W s P S S
en G gl pliel diy £ Gy
éf:&,ﬁd‘méﬁéi'y@,hw
°-\;‘J M‘ﬂj”‘l’&‘é}&:ﬂr&?
C’K*J;:bﬁmsyw,dg;\

G
5 dessall ad s S0 J5 ol bl e
J))?B\F"JJ).J))GLH ;\j, Syl oo
O3 e 5 el ) ) ,SCal) B Ly
Lagdly e ) o Jiy OF ) el el
Gl 5023, LI G Sl2 S

w

oo T35 530 G o fanll £ob Sl

ﬁ’j‘ o) &)

BSHN.140.129, BSHN.144.129, MHT2.134

AB04286

To: Ghulam-Husayn Durukhshi, in Baghistan
Date: 1907-May-20

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter was received. You
had requested an explanation and elaboration of the holy verse
“taught by one mighty in power” and the meaning of the word
and wisdom, but where is there time and opportunity? You
hold your hand from afar over the fire and know not what news
there is. Therefore, explanation of this verse must wait for an-
other time. Whenever possible, there will be no shortcoming.

And you had requested a letter for the blessed souls - one letter
was written.

And regarding teaching children, know that the most noble of
all professions, crafts and occupations is teaching children. If
this duty is carried out as it should and must be, universal
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results will be achieved. One becomes the cause of insight
and awareness for many people. And in this blessed matter
there is no exception among the people - the children of friends
and strangers, foreigners and acquaintances are equal. That is,
the perfect human must engage in educating and teaching all.
Therefore I hope that the students of that teacher will progress
in all ranks and become occupied with teaching.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04725

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1907-May-20

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thy letter was an il-
lustrious one, and its contents were gems and pearls. For it was
the evidence of thine attraction, and the proof of thy fervour,
and it was a clear testimony to thy firmness and steadfastness
in the Cause of God.

The Parsi friends seek the truth, they yearn for the worship
of the Almighty, they show friendliness, they are lovers of the
Mystic wine, and are inebriated with the love of God, they
tread the path of utter nothingness, and seek eternal existence.
Verily this is the gift of God, this is the Divine bounty. They
are therefore nigh unto His Threshold, and favoured in His
sight; they are the confidants of the Divine mysteries, and as
such, they are of those who have recognized.

3 Thou hast inquired about the cure for the plague. The gen-
erality of the physicians are of the opinion that this disease
hath no remedy and that there existeth no panacea for this
malady. During the breakout of the plague, however, the ex-
tensive letting of blood, the consumption of drinks of a cold
nature as well as the drinking of large doses of barberry juice
are of great benefit. Especially prior to being afflicted with
this disease, and during the outbreak of the plague in the city
or villages, if a person continues with such measures, he will
be protected.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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AB11732

To: Sahib Sultan wife of Murtida Quli Khan (Pilgrim) et al., in

Date: 1907-May-20

O relatives of the honored pilgrim, give thanks to God that this
kind father remembered you in this rose garden and bowed
his head in prostration at the threshold of the All-Merciful,
beseeching abundant grace. He sought divine bestowals and
heavenly gifts. I hope that the prayer will be answered and
boundless reward obtained.

What a loving father he is who cares for you with heart and
soul and is the cause of faith and certitude. Soon you will
surely realize that he has bestowed an endless treasure and
fulfilled the heart’s desire. Each of you will take pride in this
father’s love in this world and the next, but this depends on
remaining firm in the Covenant and steadfast in love for the
Luminary of the horizons.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Khurasan
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AB12412

To: Mirza Ishaq Partner of Khajih Rabi, in Kashan
Date: 1907-May-20

O servant of God! His honor Mirza Rabi’ arrived at the Holy
Shrine and attained the presence of this prisoner. He laid his
head at the Sacred Threshold and sought divine confirmation
and success on your behalf. In truth, he regarded you as his
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partner and associate in all things, and sought a share for you
from the Spring of Paradise.

Blessed are you, for you are a companion and intimate friend,
steadfast and firm, and among the people of the Garden of
Delights. Beseech God that in that region you may become two
standards of the Great Announcement, and the cause of sight
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, awakening to the slumbering,
and awareness to the heedless.

Divine assistance and grace are your companions, bounty and
blessing are your associates, and heavenly confirmation and
success are your intimate friends. Be confident that the favors
of the Divine Unity will encompass you from all directions.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11765

To: Murtida Quli Khan (Pilgrim), in Khurasan
Date: 1907-May-20

O servant of the Divine Threshold! You have traversed vast
distances until you reached the blessed Shrine and attained
eternal bounty and recognized the everlasting gift. You min-
gled with the friends in utmost joy and delight, learned the
customs and ways of the love of God, and were enkindled with
the ignited fire. Now that you have returned to your homeland,
you must become the source of mysteries, the dawning-place
of lights, the recipient of divine traces, and through the grace
of the Lord, become the cause of awakening the strangers and
unifying every outsider. You must conduct yourself in a man-
ner befitting a Baha’i and worthy of holy souls in this radiant
age. Convey to all the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful
the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06785

To: Nasrullah Farani, in Khurasan
Date: 1907-May-20

O pilgrim of musk-like breath, praise God that you attained
the blessing of pilgrimage to the sacred dust and made the soil
of His threshold the healing balm for your eyes. You found
joy and delight and traversed the Kingdom of Light. Know
the value of this bounty and success, and dive deep into this
boundless ocean so that you may discover the pearls of myster-
ies that lie hidden and concealed in the depths of these seas.

I beseech God that the results and effects of your privilege of
visiting the Sacred Shrine become manifest and apparent, and
in that clime the fragrances of the Paradise of Delights may
waft and the breeze of divine gifts may blow from the direction
of grace, clothing the friends in garments of joy from head to
toe - and may you be the cause of this abundant blessing.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09826

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1907-May-20

O nightingale of inner meanings! Regarding your request, a let-
ter of recommendation was written to His Holiness Bashiru’llah
through Jinab-i-Sahih-Furush. Now his letter has arrived stat-
ing that he has collected and sent one hundred tumans, and
together with other friends they will endeavor to take care of
the remaining request, God willing. The purpose is that every
effort will be made regarding your affairs.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03743

To: Little, Mary E et al.
Date: 1907-May-22

O ye blessed maid-servants of the Beauty of ABHA!

If ye have written letters to Abdul-Baha and answers to them
are delayed, know ye of a certainty that untold hindrances have
been the cause. Be ye not unhappy. Praise be to God! that, on
account of firmness and steadfastness in the Cause of God and
service to the Word of God, spiritual letters are continually
and uninterruptedly descending from the Supreme Concourse
and the Kingdom of ABHA. That holy Messenger is eternal
and perennial and His messages come to the heart successively
and the verses of oneness are read therein.

Likewise, this imprisoned one is greatly attached with his heart
and soul to the beloved ones and this very attachment is the
faithful Messenger and the manifest Tablet. Therefore, my re-
quest is this: Should ye send a hundred letters and no answers
be received, do ye not feel at all sad; nay, rather think of this
occurrence as a glorious proof of the power of love, as it will
demonstrate that there is no incumbency (or formality) be-
tween us. Were there any opportunity, undoubtedly answers
would be forwarded.

In brief, I beg of God that each one of you become the sign
of guidance, a manifest book from the Supreme Concourse,
attracted with the fragrances of God and enkindled with the
fire of the love of God.

TAB.628

AB04887

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-May-23

O my true friend! Multiple letters dated the fourth of Rabi’u’l-
Avval 1325 were received, but due to the press of occupations
and difficulties and lack of time, I am compelled to be brief in
my reply, for which I beg your pardon. Regarding the numer-
ous letters you had previously sent, inquiring whether they had
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been received or not - most were received, but I swear by your
precious life that there was no opportunity to write replies. I
hope that whenever possible, I shall find time to pen responses.
Do not hesitate in sending letters.

O steadfast friend! The opposition continually keeps the Holy
Land in such turmoil and disorder that most times I must oc-
cupy myself with setting right what they have corrupted. If
there is but one day of negligence or oversight, severe harm
results. This is mostly why letters remain unanswered - oth-
erwise not a single letter from East or West would go without
reply. It must also be considered that one imprisoned soul
alone cannot manage to read all the letters that pour down con-
stantly like rain. Therefore the friends must be kind and fair in
their judgment. My hope lies in the forgiveness of friends, not
in my own capability. In any case, there is inevitably short-
coming and evident powerlessness.

“Praise be to the pure vision of those who overlook faults.”...
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AB08612

To: Francis J Phelps et al.
Date: 1907-May-23

O ye two, servant and maid-servant of the Beauty of ABHA!

Thank ye His Highness the Incomparable One, that ye have be-
come assisted in the service of the self-subsistent Lord and that
ye are making copies of the Tablets of Abdul-Baha, spreading
them all around. This service is the most great bounty; for like
unto the messenger from Egypt, ye are sending the garment of
the Joseph of the love of God to all directions, so that the
fragrance of the rose-garden of the Kingdom of ABHA impart
the spirit of life to the inquirers. Excellent! Excellent is your
magnanimity and exalted intention!

TAB.585-586

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

109


https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA623
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH2/mash2-32.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA585

w

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO00774

AB09268

To: Francis J Phelps, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-May-23

O thou sincere servant of the Lord of the Kingdom!

Thou art favored and accepted in the Threshold of His High-
ness the Incomparable One, and art beloved and praised in the
presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Thy services in the Divine Kingdom
are evident and registered and the most eminent reward and
the most great Bounties are destined and in store for thee. The
Confirmation, which hath descended upon thee, is conducive
to unlimited Favor. Therefore be thou engaged in the glorifi-
cation of the Forgiving Lord.

TAB.194

AB00774

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL et al.
Date: 1907-May-25

O ye dear friends of Abdu’l-Baha! A blessed letter hath been
received from you, telling of the election of a Spiritual Assem-
bly. It hath rejoiced my heart to know that, God be praised,
the friends in that area, with absolute unity, fellowship and
love, have held this new election and were successful in voting
for souls who are sanctified, are favoured at the Holy Thresh-
old and are well known amongst the friends to be staunch and
firm in the Covenant.

Now must those elected representatives arise to serve with spir-
ituality and joy, with purity of intent, with strong attraction
to the fragrances of the Almighty, and well supported by the
Holy Spirit. Let them raise up the banner of guidance, and as
soldiers of the Company on high, let them exalt God’s Word,
spread abroad His sweet savours, educate the souls of men, and
promote the Most Great Peace.

Truly, blessed souls have been elected. The moment I read
their names, I felt a thrill of spiritual joy to know that, praised
be God, persons have been raised up in that country who are
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servants of the Kingdom, and ready to lay down their lives for
Him Who hath neither likeness nor peer.

O ye dear friends of mine! Light up this Assembly with the
splendour of God’s love. Make it ring out with the joyous
music of the hallowed spheres, make it thrive on those foods
that are served at the Lord’s Supper, at the heavenly banquet
table of God. Come ye together in gladness unalloyed, and at
the beginning of the meeting, recite ye this prayer:

5 O Thou Lord of the Kingdom! Though our bodies be gathered

here together, yet our spellbound hearts are carried away by
Thy love, and yet are we transported by the rays of Thy re-
splendent face. Weak though we be, we await the revelations
of Thy might and power. Poor though we be, with neither
goods nor means, still take we riches from the treasures of Thy
Kingdom. Drops though we be, still do we draw from out Thy
ocean deeps. Motes though we be, still do we gleam in the
glory of Thy splendid Sun.

i O Thou our Provider! Send down Thine aid, that each one

gathered here may become a lighted candle, each one a centre
of attraction, each one a summoner to Thy heavenly realms,
till at last we make this nether world the mirror image of Thy
Paradise.

O ye dear friends of mine! It is incumbent upon the assem-
blies of those regions to be connected one with another and to
correspond with one another, and also to communicate with
the assemblies of the east, thus to become agencies for union
throughout the world.

O ye spiritual friends! Such must be your constancy that
should the evil-wishers put every believer to death and only
one remain, that one, singly and alone, will withstand all the
peoples of the earth, and will go on scattering far and wide
the sweet and holy fragrances of God. Wherefore, should any
fearsome news, any word of terrifying events, reach you from
the Holy Land, see to it that ye waver not, be ye not stricken
by grief, be ye not shaken. Rather, rise ye up instantly, with
iron resolve, and serve ye the Kingdom of God.

This Servant of the Lord’s Threshold hath been in peril at all
times. He is in peril now. At no time have I had any hope of
safety, and my dearest wish is this: to drink of the martyr’s
bounteous and brim-full cup, and die on the field of sacrifice,
delighting in that wine which is the most precious of God’s
gifts. This is my highest hope, this my most vehement desire.
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) We hear that the Tablets of Ishraqgat (Splendours), Tarazat

(Ornaments), Bisharat (Glad Tidings), Tajalliyyat (Ef-
fulgences), and Kalimat (Words of Paradise) have been
translated and published in those regions. In these Tablets
will ye have a model of how to be and how to live.

SWAB#037, BSW#16.32x, BPRY.301-302x, TAB.023-026, BWF.403-404x,
BWF.414-414x
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AB02701

To: Saichiro Fugita
Date: 1907-May-29

O thou spiritual youth!

Japan hath made wonderful progress in material civilization,
but she will become perfect when she also becometh spiritually
developed and the power of the Kingdom becometh manifest
in her.

One will encounter a little difficulty in the beginning of the
establishment of the Cause of God in that country, but later
it will become very easy, for the inhabitants of Japan are in-
telligent, sagacious and have the power of rapid assimilation.

For the present, a perfect youth like thee is favored by the
bounty of the Kingdom and hath attained to the knowledge
of the Lord of the Kingdom. Show thou forth an effort that
thou mayest finish that which is necessary in the acquisition
and study of science and art; then travel thou toward countries
of Japan, so that thou mayest hoist the Ensign of Truth wav-
ing from the apex of the Supreme Concourse. Look thou not
upon thine own capability; the invisible divine confirmations
are great and the protection and providence of the Beauty of
ABHA is the helper and the assistant. When a drop draws
help from the ocean, it is an ocean in itself, and a little seed,
through the outpouring of rain, the favor of the sun and the
soul-refreshing breeze, will become a tree with the utmost fresh-
ness, full of leaves, blossoms and fruits. Therefore, do not con-
sider thy capacity and merit, but rely upon the infinite bounty
and trust to His Highness the Almighty. Do not delay. Under-
take soon that which thou art intending.
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There are prophecies concerning this Manifestation in the Bud-
dhistic books, but they are in symbols and metaphors, and
some spiritual conditions are mentioned therein, but the lead-
ers of religion do not understand. They think these prophecies
are material things; yet those signs are foreshadowing spiritual
occurrences.

TAB.564-565, JWTA.027, BSC.462 #856x, TEW.013-014

AB06269

To: Kathryn Frankland, in California
Date: 1907-May-29

O thou flower of the Rose-Garden of the Love of God!

The letter which thou hast written was read. Thou hast writ-
ten regarding the arrival of the beloved maid-servant of God,
Mrs.....; that she has lived for eighteen days in your house and
become the cause of joy and fragrance among the believers.

Praise be to God! that thou hast seen the effulgence of the
light of the Covenant which hath enlightened all the countries.
Invoke thou God that day by day the splendors of the Orb of
regions may become manifest and evident more and more.

Thou hast asked for permission to present thyself with thy dear
husband in this Blessed Spot. In these days it in not according
to wisdom. Postpone this matter until some other time.

Convey greeting and kindnesses on my behalf to all the maid-
servants of the True One.

TAB.235
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AB02062

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-May-51

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter [...] was received and its contents became the cause
of the happiness of the heart of this grieved one, for it was
an evidence of exertion and magnanimity in the service of the

Cause of God.

Thou hast written regarding the publication of a magazine. If
thou shouldst edit one magazine every six months—two in a
year—then forward it to the Holy Land to be corrected and
returned, after due correction, for its publication—it is very
acceptable will be the cause of the penetration of the Word of
God. [...]

Thy former articles were received. I have not yet had time
to read them. However, one of thy articles was corrected and
forwarded and thou hast it printed and circulated. Now write
thou a new article and send it here it be corrected. It is better.

Regarding the proposition which thou hast suggested that one
of the maid-servants of the Merciful reside in the Land of Desire
and be the medium for the regulation of correspondence, now
it is not according to wisdom.

Therefore now edit thou a magazine in Persian and English,
then forward it here to be revised and sent back for publication.

Convey the wonderful ABHA greeting to all the friends of God.

]

TAB.471

ABO00717

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O my Beloved, my Beloved! Unto Thee be praise and glory I, Wl , sl y adl S G2 Bst |
and exaltation, unto Thee be bounty and grace and generos- Je Py N < Rt Jadl 5 skl
ity, unto Thee be the hands of mercy extended to all created b G| éi‘ il S N ol
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things, and unto Thee be the gift which Thou hast specially be-
stowed upon the chosen ones. Exalted, blessed, manifest and
holy art Thou. Thou givest to whomsoever Thou willest what-
soever Thou willest, Thou specifiest bounty for whomsoever
Thou willest in whatsoever Thou willest, Thou choosest whom-
soever Thou willest and selectest whomsoever Thou willest for
the manifestation of favors, the dawning of attributes and the
bestowal of confirmations.

O Lord! This is Thy martyred and blessed servant, descendant
of Thy noble and distinguished bondsman, Thy chosen and dig-
nified one whose name was the Truthful, the Most Truthful - he
whom Thou didst strengthen to serve Thee, establish in servi-
tude to Thee, ignite with the fire of Thy love, quicken with the
spirit of Thy knowledge, cause to speak in Thy praise, inspire
with Thy words, send down for him Thy verses, show forth to
him Thy clear signs, confirm through Thy praise, and enable
to establish Thy proofs and evidence. Through him Thou didst
guide sanctified souls among humanity, direct them to Thy ex-
emplary path, and lead them upon the straight path wherein
is no crookedness or deviation. He endured trials, was patient
under afflictions, showed fortitude when calamities descended
and hardships arose after ease. The enemies persecuted him,
the opponents wronged him, the adversaries attacked him, and
he met his end one day in the depths of prison, and at times
under the power of every dark oppression - once in chains and
fetters, and at times under torments that severed veins and
nerves. Yet he was patient in tribulation, grateful in trials,
and zealous in Thy Cause, O my Most Exalted Lord. He lived
with heart aflame, tears flowing, patience exhausted in Thy
love, until he swiftly cast off the tattered shirt to ascend to the
Most Glorious Companion. He returned unto Thee, attracted,
trusting, humble, hoping and yearning for the proximity of
Thy great mercy, aspiring to the ultimate goal, clothed in the
robes of bounty, crowned with the diadem of favors in Thy
most glorious Kingdom.

O Lord! This is his illustrious son whom Thou didst enable
to follow guidance and confirm to follow in his father’s foot-
steps after his ascension to the Supreme Concourse. He grew
and developed, spoke and called out, gave glad tidings and
guided, and remained ever under the gaze of Thy great care
and included in the sympathies of Thy mighty gift. Thou didst
send down various tablets for him and cast upon him Thy
most beautiful Word. Then he followed what Thy humble and
lowly servant, submissive before Thy Most Exalted Threshold,
guided him to. He left his family, hastening to the Luminous
Spot, and from there rushed to Baghdad to exalt Thy Word in
the land of Karbila, the Radiant Spot, place of sacrifice. From
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there he traversed valleys and crossed seas until he reached the
Far East to call out Thy Name, summon to Thy Word, and
guide to Thy path with all his strength. Then he returned, O
my Beloved, after that to the circumambulation point of the
Supreme Concourse, and from there hastened, O my Hope, be-
yond the river, crossing land and sea until he entered Merv and
called all to establish the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar that they might
worship Thee in mornings and dawns. Then he proceeded to
the chosen ones in the City of Love among the righteous.

O Lord, O Lord! Return him to the Land of Ta that he may
arise to serve Thee among the great ones. Strengthen him
with mighty power and hosts from Thy Most Glorious King-
dom. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower,
and verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Forgiver.
There is no God but Thee, the Kind, the Compassionate, the
Tender, the Forgiving in the beginning and the return.
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AB00889

To: Remey, Charles Mason et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom of God! Your blessed
letter which you had sent was received. Its contents concerned
the establishment of an illumined gathering for the diffusion
of the breaths of the Holy Spirit. Such gatherings are heav-
enly, divine, lordly and merciful. If they attain permanence
and steadfastness, they become centers for spiritual inspira-
tions and sources of divine effects. They cause the progress of
the human world and promote the divine teachings. However,
firmness and steadfastness are necessary - not that they con-
tinue for some days and then become scattered and dispersed.
In any case, reading that letter gave me great spiritual joy and
became a source of hope that praiseworthy results will soon be
achieved and that in that gathering the candle of the confirma-
tions of the Holy Spirit will be ignited.
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2 O friends and maidservants of the Merciful! As much as you
can, concentrate your thoughts on acquiring human virtues and
divine qualities. With utmost joy and fragrance gather in the
merciful meeting and consult about every matter so that gath-
ering may become the cause of fellowship, love and oneness of
the human world. The Kingdom of God is like a flower garden
adorned with various sweet-scented flowers, blossoms, herbs
and trees. Since they are under the training of one Gardener,
are watered from one water, are nurtured by the heat of one
sun, receive bounty from one breeze, and grow from one soil,
their different colors, compositions, forms, shapes, tastes and
fragrances cause the adornment and splendor of one another.

In any case, strive as much as you can for fellowship, love and
unity, and endeavor to make that region a supreme paradise
and bestow eternal life. Raise the banner of peace and reconcil-
iation, manifest love for humankind, reveal the divine bounty,
and make evident the illumination of the Kingdom. This is
the counsel of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, this is the ultimate desire of this
yearner for the field of sacrifice. If you knew how dear you are
to me, you would certainly not rest day or night and would
arise to do what is worthy and befitting of the human world.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12144

To: Siyyid Mustafa Tabatabai, in Simnan Province
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O my God, Helper of humanity, my Lord and Sustainer of the
weak! T beseech Thee by the Most Exalted Word to assist the
chosen ones to diffuse the holy fragrances throughout all re-
gions. O Lord! Make them the banners of Thy remembrance,
the repositories of Thy knowledge, the meadows of Thy recog-
nition and the gardens of Thy bounty. O Lord! Cause the
flowers of divine knowledge to grow from hearts, gather souls
beneath the standard of certitude, and make them the eloquent
ones of Thy remembrance, the ambassadors of Thy Cause, and
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the chiefs among Thy creation who guide to the path of righ-
teousness and praise Thee with speaking tongues, radiant faces,
brilliant rays and hearts throbbing with Thy love. Verily Thou
art the Bestower, the Giver, the Generous, the Merciful.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter arrived
and contained joyful news that, praise be to God, in those
regions the musk-scented breezes were diffused through the ar-
rival of his honor the Sarrishtih-dar, and the friends of God
were stirred with enthusiasm and raised their cry. O servant
of Baha! If one arises to fulfill the counsels and advice of the
Blessed Beauty, a single breath can quicken the world and
one melody can set a country in motion. The anthem of Ya
Baha’u’l-Abha will be raised and the song of Ya Rabbi’l-A’la
will reach the zenith.

The poem you sent through the divine Hakim was read. It
was supremely eloquent. Through the grace of the Incompara-
ble Lord, this sorrowful servant hopes that the nature of that
kind friend will flow freely, that divine inspiration will become
evident, and that eloquent speech and profound utterance will
issue forth continuously. This is not difficult for God.

Please convey respectful greetings from this servant to the
maidservant of God, the attracted one, Varaqih Alawiyyih;
the maidservant of God, the assured one, Varaqih Fatimih;
the maidservant of God, the luminous one, Varaqih Zahra; the
maidservant of God, the radiant one, Varaqih Fakhru’-Nisa;
the maidservant of God, the content one, Varaqih Mardiyyih;
and to the delight of the eyes of the people of knowledge, Jinab-
i-Husayn; and to the light of the eyes of the chosen ones, Jinab-
i-Ahmad. Please apologize that I could not write individual
letters. With heart and soul I wished to trouble each one with
a special letter, but what can I do? Even writing this one letter
was accomplished with utmost difficulty, as time is short and
occupations and troubles give no respite.

Through the grace of the Lord of Hidden Favors, there is firm
hope that these maidservants of the All-Merciful and servants
of God will advance day by day and receive an ever greater
portion from the bounty of the Most Glorious Kingdom. This
is the ultimate aim and final purpose of my hopes. Verily my
Lord is the Generous, the Bestower. He gives to whomsoever
He wishes whatsoever He wishes, and His is the grace and
bounty in the world of creation. And upon thee be greetings
and glory.
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ABO01305

To: Muhammad Husayn Vakil, in Baghdad
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O servant of God! The letter which you had written to Jinab-i-
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab was noted. It brought joy and gladness,
for you had written that upon receiving the letter about smok-
ing, the friends immediately gave it up and cast away their
tobacco. Indeed, the harm and detriment of this profitless and
useless smoke is clear and evident. It completely weakens bod-
ies, brings laxity and lethargy to the nerves, and prevents the
brain from higher perceptions. Time is wasted in its consump-
tion and money needlessly spent. It neither quenches thirst
nor removes hunger. A wise person will certainly abandon this
terrible harmful thing and always pursue what brings health
and wellbeing.

In any case, if the friends there had listened to my previous ad-
vice, such distress would not have resulted. I wrote explicitly
that if these incompatibilities were not removed, widespread
disruption would soon result and continuous regret would fol-
low. Now you have observed that it all came to pass. I saw this
disruption at that time, but the friends were intoxicated. Now
praise be to God it has become clear and evident that what
I was saying was correct. So take heed and act according to
what is indicated. By God, it is for your own good, otherwise
what difference does it make to this prisoner what will happen?
Whatever is said is purely out of goodwill for souls.

But some souls are like one with dropsy - if you tell him water is
harmful he becomes upset, but when his feet swell he awakens
and becomes remorseful. At first this servant gives sincere
advice stating the truth, but when it has no effect I remain
silent. Consider whether until now anyone whom I guided to
something was harmed by it. No, by God! What better proof
than this? Therefore whatever is said for the sake of God, the
friends should accept with heart and soul, so that day by day
they may succeed in drawing closer to the court of the All-
Glorious. Convey yearning greetings to all the friends from
me. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘A’A.
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O servant of Truth! This account was from before, but now
I am very pleased with the friends in Iraq and I beseech God
that they become better and more pleasing. Then divine con-
firmation will arrive and success will be attained.
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AB01413

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O Herald of the Covenant! A supplication was made to the
Kingdom of Abha, asking for ample confirmations to descend
upon thee. I fervently hope that the assistance of the Con-
course on high will attend thee and thou wilt continually be
aided in manifesting servitude to His sacred Threshold. Thou
hadst been entrusted with the affairs in Badkoubeh, but a
more urgent matter hath now emerged in the Land of Ta. The
enemies of the Faith wish to confiscate the territories that per-
tain to thee and if they succeed it will cause the aggression of
others. Thus every effort must be exerted to lay hold of this
aggression.

Secondly, a few years ago after the Ascension, the Risaliy-i-
Siyasiyyih® was written and sent through thee to the King and
some of the leaders. The epistle was published in India and a
printed copy was sent to Tehran through Ali Akbar. All the
barbarous and bewildering events of this day are mentioned
therein. I set forth, with clear proofs and irrefutable argu-
ments, that all should be obedient to the government, and
that the leaders of religion should in no wise interfere in polit-
ical affairs. Whenever the divines have interfered in political
affairs, it hath been detrimental to the common good. Briefly,
it is as if that epistle had been written today. That is, share
it with the leaders no sooner these events have come to pass
and set forth the entirety of its contents. Had they been di-
vulged amongst the people, these bewildering and barbarous
events would not have come to pass. All would have risen in
obedience to the righteous King. Yet, since at the time the
leaders failed to attach any importance to this epistle and to

3AB00011.
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divulge its contents, the divines seized the reins of authority
and caused this mischief.

Now thou must waken them from their slumber that they may
know the aims of the Baha’is and realize how unswervingly
they support the royal throne. The contents of the epistle
must be fully explained, that they may be divulged amongst
the people without credence of who the author is. The glory
of the All-Glorious rest upon thee.

The public address which had been requested will, God willing,
be written and sent at an opportune time. The glory of the
All-Glorious rest upon thee.
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AB02289

To: Mirza Hashim Aqa (Maraghih) et al., in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O my friends and loved ones! During the days of Ridvan you
arranged a celebration and prepared a feast whose wondrous
melody reached the Concourse on High and whose loving song
joined the realm above, becoming the cause of joy and delight
to the spiritual ones.

In this mortal world, every pure wine ultimately has dregs, and
every remedy ends in pain. There is no peace of conscience and
no gladness of heart and soul. It is a mirage of vain imaginings
and continuous sufferings throughout all days. Its feast is bat-
tle, its celebration is mourning, its honey is poison, its grace
is wrath. But the spiritual feast is supreme paradise and the
divine celebration is the manifestation of the evident light.

Praise God that you arranged such a gathering and sought
such joy and pleasure, that you are attracted to the realm
above, and that through divine grace and bounty each of you
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is an ocean. At every moment offer thanks and praise, and
with harp and melody raise a song and tune until you set the
world in motion and make souls the confidants and companions
of the Concourse on High.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

S by alop 655 5 U 58 05 2
Sk Ll b gl sy STaly aais aler

L el Sl 3,8 5 a1y gy

eI T e

MKT8.208b

AB02364

To: Ali Asghar Usku’i, in Tabriz
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! In the clear text of the
Qur’an it states: “Whosoever is slain unjustly, We have ap-
pointed to his heir authority.” Be confident that divine justice
will take revenge on the oppressors and afflict the tyrannical
ones with a great calamity. He grants respite but does not
neglect - He gives time but does not pass over oppression and
tyranny. Verily your Lord lies in wait, and there is no time to
escape.

As for your moving to ‘Ishqabad, what harm is there in that?
We hope that greater prosperity and commerce will result there.
Something was written to his honor Aqa Muhammad Ibrahim,
descendant of the honored martyr, and his relatives, and will
be sent. I hope through divine grace and favor that the means
of comfort and ease will be provided.

These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass
Once again days sweet as sugar shall come

This conflict and strife and discord between the government
and people is causing the ruin of Iran. I beseech God that the
people obey the government and the government deal justly
with the people. Verily my Lord aids whomsoever He wishes
in whatever He wishes, and He has power over all things.

Do not be sorrowful, do not be grieved. Trust in God and seek
recourse to the Supreme Kingdom. Be steadfast in the days of
test and do not falter from the severity of trials. Strong winds
uproot weak trees but do not move firmly rooted trees, for
they have strong roots and show great stability. The friends of
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God must be like firmly established mountains - steadfast and
unmoved. In times of tribulation they must choose patience,
show gratitude for trials in God’s path, and manifest joy and
gladness.
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AB02783
To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1907-Jun ca.
O divine friends! S obl

His honor Mu’avinu’t-Tujjar has written a letter and praised
the friends of Hamadan so highly that it has brought ‘Abdu’l-
Baha joy and delight, leading to thanksgiving at the threshold
of the Lord of Glory: “O God! Praise be to Thee for having
made each of the friends of Hamadan a shining candle and a
brilliant star, trees of the Garden of Delights and birds of the
exalted Paradise, fishes in the mighty ocean and lovers of the
peerless Beloved.

O Lord! Raise from those sanctified souls the cry of ‘Holy and
Sanctified!” and adorn those abstract forms with the robe of
Thy greatest gift. Make eyes seeing, ears hearing, and tongues
speaking. Gather all in one assembly and unite them under one
banner. Make them flowers of the rose garden of sanctification
and sweet herbs of the paradise of oneness.

Make the youth like flowing cypresses in the stream of unity,
and make the elderly like firm and steady trees with strong
roots. Give the children milk from the breast of Thy greatest
guidance and nurture them in the arms of loving mothers with
faith and certitude.

Bring together the old and new, and gather the descendants
of Israel and Ishmael in one assembly that they may find Thy
Name and receive Thy Message and seek Thy peace and tran-
quility. For they are drops of one ocean and rays of one sun,
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flowers of one garden and trees of one orchard, links of one
chain and servants with rings in their ears belonging to one
master.

i O Lord! Grant confirmation and bestow honor. Verily Thou

art the Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower!”
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AB03354

To: Muhsin Naji Irani
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! You are cherished in this court
and accepted and near at the Divine Threshold, and full of
culture and distinction, for you are the remembrance of the
late Haji and the memorial of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Muhsin the
forgiven - both grandfathers were accepted and near in the
Most Holy Court. In jest it is written:

This noble one bears the mark of two persons
From Afrasiyab and from Kay Kavus

This servant had the utmost heart attachment in Iraq with
those two servants of the Luminary of the horizons. In truth
they were noble and two sincere believers at the Threshold of
the Lord. The Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loved ones, was pleased with both of them and had Him-
self taught the Faith to Jinab-i-Haji. In truth he was zealous
and patient and chaste and thankful. Although Jinab-i-Haji
was in the prime of youth in the utmost joy and pleasure, yet
in the age of weakness he was in extreme need and destitu-
tion. Despite this he endured imprisonment and bore harm
and humiliation, and with utmost thankfulness and servitude
to the One God, completed the days of life. Now I hope that
you too will follow in the path of those good ones and emulate
those great ones, so that the heart of Abdul-Baha may also be
gladdened and rejoiced by you. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdus-Samad son of Rafiul-Badii et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

I commune with Thee, O Thou Who heareth the prayers of
the supplicant in the darkness of night, and I remember Thee
in my mornings and evenings, and I entreat Thee, O Lord of
mysteries, at dawn and daybreak, with tearful eyes and burn-
ing fire and flowing tears and throbbing heart and yearning
soul, that Thou mayest assist the sincere ones to follow the
Manifest Light and to be drawn to the Center of Lights and
to be enkindled by the fire that blazeth in the hearts of the
righteous.

2 O Lord! Make them centers of divine inspirations and sources
of lordly attributes and dawning-places of merciful lights and
recipients of eternal revelations. Cause them to speak like the
birds of holiness in a blessed garden and enable them to per-
form every praiseworthy deed until their faces shine with the
radiance of abundant light.

O Lord! Make them signs of guidance and words of God-
consciousness and goodly trees whose roots are firmly fixed
and whose branches reach to heaven, adorned with the leaves
of mysteries, beautified with the flowers of humility and lowli-
ness, decorated with the fruits of divine verses, with branches
near at hand yet lofty, fresh and verdant, watered by the out-
pourings of the Kingdom and the drops of the cloud of Thy
bounty on the Day of Resurrection.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Forgiving. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the Merciful to every grateful servant. There is
no God but Thee, the Generous, the Glorious, the Gratefully
Remembered.
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AB11145

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Aghchihdizji, in Bunab
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O servant of Baha! Your letter was received and read, but as
there is no time, a brief reply is being written. It is hoped from
the bounty of the Glorious Lord that you will remain firm in
the religion of God, be steadfast, and be preserved from the
evil of self and passion.

Regarding the animals you had vowed, you had written about
this - carry out whatever you deem appropriate. Before
‘Abdu’l-Baha, that same will be acceptable.

Concerning marriage about which you had written - it is explic-
itly mentioned in the Book and needs no repetition. However,
the more distant [the relation], the better, for the constitution
of the children becomes stronger, their features better, and
their health and well-being increase.

As to the way the Huquq must be paid: Having deducted
the expenses incurred during the year, any excess of income
derived from one’s property, profession or business is subject
to the payment of Huquq. However, the selling of properties is
not permitted.

You had asked permission to attain the presence - in these days
wisdom does not permit it, rather there would be complete
impediment. Defer it to other times. Convey the Most Glo-
rious, Most Wondrous greetings to the children, descendants
and other loved ones. And for those souls who desire children,
I hope that through God’s grace and favor their wish will be
fulfilled. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL_HUQUQ#048x, COC#1167x
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AB03900

To: Baha’is of Fathabad et al.,
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

in Jushiqan

O my God! O my God! I have turned toward the center
of Thy mercy and the threshold of Thy lordship, Thy sacred
precincts that are sanctified from the imaginings of Thy crea-
tures. I call upon Thee with utmost anguish and trepidation,
with supplication and lowliness, with turning and beseeching,
with imploring and contrition, that Thou mayest waft the holy
fragrances upon the nostrils of the righteous ones, and breathe
into the hearts of the free the inspirations of the spirit of mys-
teries, and make them lanterns of light and beacons of radiant
traces in those regions.

O Lord! Illumine the faces with a brilliant light from the
Daystar of manifestation, expand the breasts with wondrous
verses from the Tree of Sinai, perfume the souls with the fra-
grant breezes wafting from the garden of the Most Glorious
Kingdom, and cause the ears to hear the melodies of the birds
of the Supreme Concourse, that they may become intoxicated
with the wine of Thy love amidst all peoples and sacrifice their
souls in Thy path, O Thou Who hast the most beautiful names.

Accept from them, in the arena of sacrifice, the blood that was
shed upon the dust, and ordain for them every bounty and
gift in the Paradise of meeting. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, the Bestower. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Forgiving. There is no God but Thee, the Lord,
the Most High.
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AB04509

To: Aqga Ali Akbar et al.,
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

in Ridaiyyth

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A most beautifully adorned
page was observed, with pictures of the friends of God, each like
a peacock of the highest heaven, resplendent and graceful in
the exalted paradise. Eyes were illumined by beholding it, for
those radiant faces had received a ray from the effusions of the
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All-Merciful, and “in their faces thou shalt see the brightness
of bliss” was made manifest. I beseech God that He make each
one a candle of the gathering and a nightingale of the rose
garden and meadow, so that they may become brilliant stars in
that land and cause illumination of the human world, become
attracted in tongue and heart, become joyful in soul, guide
through speech, and through conduct and behavior become
the cause of awakening both subject and sovereign. And upon
them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk et al.
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O relatives of his honor the pilgrim! Although the heart and
soul desire that a letter be written to each one, but due to lack
of opportunity and abundance of pain, I am compelled to write
to all collectively.

In truth, this letter is good news for all, and the good news in
brief writing is this: His honor Shah Khalilullah arrived at the
luminous shrine and in utmost supplication and humility at
the divine threshold, sought assistance and grace for relatives
and loved ones.

I too was saying “Amen,” but he was at the sacred tomb while
I was in this fortified citadel.

My hope is that the prayer will be answered and boundless
bounty will be attained and the confirmation of the Lord of
Lords will arrive and each one will be confirmed in comprehen-
sive utterances and decisive speech.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11719

To: Farani, Mir Muhammad Bayk et al.
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is eventide and the ethereal star
is setting and declining, yet the radiance of sublime grace from
the Luminary of the Supreme Concourse is at its most intense
brilliance.

This earthly realm is sometimes dark and sometimes light, but
praise be to God, the world of heart and soul is ever shining
and bright through heavenly grace. Glory be to God! The
earthly globe is always half light and half dark, but the pure
heart and soul are ever luminous.

Despite this, the veil has so obscured vision that among the
people of the world only a few are enlightened while all the
rest remain captive to the darkness of the furnace. However,
the rays of the Sun of Truth have become so brilliant that this
darkness cannot endure. Soon you will see that in this new
age and wondrous century, the gleaming light of the morn of
guidance will illuminate distant horizons.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11889

To: Haji Abu-Talib Hamadani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Steadfastness and firm-
ness in the divine Covenant become evident through deeds,
actions and self-sacrifice. Praise be to God that thou art aris-
ing to serve and art constant in servitude and art happy in
self-sacrifice. The effort thou hast shown in matters related to
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is a decisive proof of complete stead-
fastness and servitude at the Divine Threshold, and this is the
ultimate desire of this evanescent servant. Praise be to God
that thou art successful and confirmed in this.
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O my Lord, my Lord! Verily, Thy servant Abu-Talib is seeking
Thy bounty, arriving at Thy stream, drinking from the choice
wine of Thy love, intoxicated from the exquisite cup of Thy
remembrance. O Lord! Make affairs easy for him, transform
every difficulty into ease, ordain for him praiseworthy endeavor,
bestow upon him abundant gifts, and establish his mention in
the unfurled scroll, the Book of the Most High, the Preserved
Tablet in the manifest horizon. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, and verily Thou art the Possessor of great bounty.
There is no God but Thee, the Kind, the Compassionate, the
Forgiving, [the Forbearing].
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AB04948

To: Aga Siyyid Ali Muhammad (Mazandaran), in Shahmirzad
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O Knower of hearts! The seeing eye has appeared and the
mystery of existence has become visible and evident. The pre-
served secret has become clear and manifest, and the hidden
pearl has become radiant and brilliant. The realities of things
have unveiled themselves, and the Beloved Friend has dawned
upon the world of contingent being. Secrets have been revealed
and truth has become apparent.

But alas, a hundred times alas, that eyes are blind and hearts
are deprived and excluded. The bats have no share in the
rays of the sun, and the ignorant have no portion in the world
of mysteries - unless divine power transforms essences, turns
dust into the philosopher’s stone, makes stone into the ruby
of Badakhshan, transforms black earth into the rose garden of
mysteries, and awakens the eternally sleeping one to conscious-
ness and awareness.

The firm hope and new creation depends upon the manifesta-
tion of the Glorious Lord. I beseech God that every sufferer
may find healing, every sick one may obtain recovery, and every
weary one may seek comfort of soul and peace of conscience.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB05123

To: Siyyid Mahmud, in Dahaj
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The fountain of the water
of life is the very essence of guidance. Praise be to God, you
have drunk thereof, and every one who drinks becomes the
Khidr of the time. Alexander is not meant by “He of the Two
Horns” [dhu’l-qarnayn] - it is an allusion to a person of power.
Observe that Alexander with all his might remained deprived
of the fountain of life, while the poor Khidr became enriched
and received his portion and share.

He of the Two Horns was from the kings of Yemen and was an
Arab, for Dhu’l-Kula’, Dhu’l-Khimar, Dhu’l-Qarnayn and Dhi-
Yazan are among the titles of the kings of Yemen. But some
have erred, thinking he was Alexander the Greek, and this is a
gross mistake, for He of the Two Horns was among those near
servants of God while Alexander was a Greek person.

O bondservant of the Covenant! I am pleased with you and I
supplicate with utmost humility at the Threshold of Oneness
that you may be assisted to remain firm in the Covenant and
be a servant of the Luminary of the horizons. And upon you
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To: Mir Fath-Ali Bayk et al., in Faran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O two who are enraptured by the Covenant! Until the power
of attraction comes into play, firmness and steadfastness do
not appear. Even the firmness and steadfastness of hills and
mountains depend on the power of attraction that exists at
the center of the earth. Therefore, firmness in the Covenant
requires the attractive force of heart and soul.

Praise be to God that the friends in Faran are firm in the

Covenant and Testament, especially those two loving friends.
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Therefore, give thanks that you have become the center of the
favors of the Peerless Beloved and have found a sign from that
Traceless Friend. You have become partners and participants
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude, and in heart and soul have
become companions and intimates.

Each day I seek victory for you and desire your radiance
throughout the world, and I seek your progress in spiritual
stations so that you may bring the friends of Faran to
effervescence and illumine that spot with the light of the Most
Great Guidance. And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB11730

To: Mirza Habibullah et al., in Faran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O my friends! When his honor Shah arrived at the court of the
Incomparable Lord, he remembered the loved ones and bowed
his head at the Threshold, seeking confirmation and assistance.
He also requested from this prisoner a letter containing truths
and meanings. However, there is no opportunity or time. De-
spite this, with utmost eagerness I began writing pages, but it
was not possible alone.

2 In any case, know this much - that night and day I am occupied
with remembrance of the friends and familiar with mention of
the loved ones. I beseech God that in every moment a dewdrop
from the ocean of the All-Merciful may arrive and the gardens
of heart and soul may find boundless freshness and grace. This
is the desire of the longing ones and this is the hope of these
wanderers.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05324

To: Akbar Aqa et al.
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O blessed souls! Praise be to God that the niche of the heart
has been illumined by the lamp of guidance and the nostrils
of the soul have been perfumed with the musk-like fragrance
of divine knowledge. The light of bounty has dawned and the
darkness of error has vanished. You have become aware of the
mysteries of the Book and discovered the inner meanings of the
verses. You have opened the eye of truth-seeking and witnessed
the manifest light, and become informed of the realities and
meanings.

2 The One God deserves a hundred thousand thanks at every
moment for having cast the ray of eternal glory and brought
those souls into the ark of salvation. You too, in gratitude for
the gift of guidance, must strive night and day so that other
lamps may be lit, other hearts stirred, the eyes of the heedless
opened, and the ears of the ignorant made to hear.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

i § 1) s am Sile s
sal, Ol (sLimj .\.ZJ;;A o CL,,a.g
PRWSSCINSTRTS g 0b e S
K Sl b asS B SN el
cter 48l I ST s 5 a2 T
L35 odalie (e gy 42,88 ik

%Jﬁdﬁ-ﬁélﬂ)&wxj

TP R P P AT VI FNER
o Oy SN aal Sl g, &
by *al S 5 L 555000 Ol favia |,
Gl bl O oy s b Slds
fop3 5355 Fo o3 s 5258 dsy N
555 155 Oblsk 58 5 5,8 5L oMl
LQ('V‘ "—[?‘H ;.l;} .

MKT9.207

AB11743

To: Mulla Haji father of Nasrullah et al., in Faran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O true friends! The honorable Shah opened his tongue in
praise and commendation that the friends are firm in the
Covenant and recipients of bounties from the Kingdom of
the All-Merciful. They are struck by the arrow of love and
enamored with the Lord of Beauty. They are intoxicated
with the pure wine and enchanted by the Beloved of manifold
splendor and appearance. They are filled with ecstasy from
the cup of “Am I not?” and inflamed by the kindled fire in
the Tree of Sinai.

From these words joy was obtained and success was achieved,
for praise be to God that souls have been raised up who are
distinguished by the most wondrous attributes. They are the
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friends of the All-Merciful and servants of the Threshold, stead-
fast in servitude and accustomed to worship.

3 Blessed are you and excellent is your final abode, and upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O Lord! O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Your letter arrived and brought spiritual joy from the attrac-
tion of the friends of Kashih to the holy and fragrant breezes.
We have assigned Mirza Abdul-Hussein Tafti to travel to the
regions of Kashih and Tariq and their surroundings to teach
the veiled ones and awaken those who sleep. He has certainly
carried this out and will continue to do so. You too should
occasionally visit those places.

A letter was written to Mulla Muhammad-Rida of Sabzavar
which is enclosed - please deliver it. I write briefly as there is
no time.

We were extremely pleased and hopeful to learn of the arrival
in Yazd of the Afnan of the Blessed Tree, Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Ahmad, and the establishment of spiritual gatherings, [hoping]
that that country will gradually come into motion again and
day by day increase in enthusiasm and attraction.

5 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB05834

To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O thou who hast fixed thy gaze upon the Kingdom of Glory!
The splendour of the Beauty of the world illumined the whole
earth, conferring heavenly grace upon all created things. The
Beloved of the world shone forth, captivating His lovers with
His charm. And now, though that Sun hath set, He still shineth
resplendent from the unseen Kingdom, continuing to bestow
eternal grace upon all regions. Those that are possessed of
insight perceive the world to be illumined with the splendours
of the Sun of Truth. But those whose inner eye is dimmed
are deprived of beholding the light: They pronounce day to be
night and proclaim morn to be eve.

2 Say: O hapless one! That Sun shall never set, nor shall that
Day-Star of the Realm of Glory ever wane. The setting of the
sun is only in relation to the dwellers of the earth, for how
can there be any daybreak or nightfall in the sun itself? It
remaineth ever shining in its meridian splendour, ever glowing
and luminous, at the sublime apex of bounty. The Glory of
Glories rest upon thee.
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AB06415

To: Aqa Abdur-Rahim et al., in Faran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O spiritual friends! Although outwardly we are far and sepa-
rated from each other, in reality we are gathered and familiar
in the assembly of joy and gladness under the shadow of the
providence of the Forgiving Lord, and we are intoxicated with
the cup whose mixture is of camphor.

For the bounty of the Ocean of Oceans encompasses all and
abundant success is attained. We are the waves of one sea and
the drops of one river. We have received the radiance of one
sun and have grown through the sprinklings of one cloud.
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In this condition we are intimate companions and confidants
and familiar friends. In every evening and dawn there is no
separation and no parting. We are manifest and evident, im-
passioned and enchanted.

Through the grace of the Incomparable Lord, my hope is that
you will be assisted by divine favors and confirmed in infinite
bounty. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

ADMS#347

A3 sl s g2y eedd Spparl s
3 My & Gl s S GLp pdomns 5 L2
gl 5 Glasw 5 s

i & Sl piel Oy & Jo 5|
5 Alab Gk e s 4a5 A Ol
eI T e
MKT9.251, AHB 125BE
#07-08 p.214, FRH.111

MKTS8.186b,

AB11754

To: Mir Ghulam-Rida Bayk, in Faran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O thou who art intoxicated with the Beauty of the Most Glo-
rious! Praise be to God that thou art a sign of bowing down
and prostration, at rest beneath an outstretched shade, gath-
ered beneath the raised standard.

2 Thou art in mind and manifest from the horizon of the love

of God, triumphant over self and desire, patient in the face
of trials. Thou hast found the path of truth and drunk from
the spring of guidance. Thou hast recognized the proof and
evidence and found thy way to the retreat of the All-Merciful.
Thou hast become privy to mysteries and aware of signs.

Consider this bounty magnificent and count this triumph great.
Strive night and day and drink from the spring of certitude,
that this drop may become a river and the river may join the
ocean. Then boundless favors shall appear and the wondrous
attributes of the All-Merciful shall become manifest.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06408

To: Fadlullah Naraqi (Muavinut-Tujjar), in Hamadan
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O kind friend! Your letter arrived and brought the utmost joy
through its good news of the attraction of the hearts of the
loved ones.

The marriage of daughters before entering their fifteenth year is
not permitted according to the decisive text, as it causes illness
in souls and leads to weakness and lassitude in progeny. And
after determination and final agreement between the parties,
delay is not permitted - one must act according to the text of
the Book, unless some great obstacle arises, for these are days
of dissimulation. However, one must strive as much as possible

that no delay occurs, for it is contrary to the text of the Book.

Convey affectionate greetings from me to all the loved ones of
God and tell them I am stirred with remembrance of you and
filled with spirit and fragrance in mentioning you. You are
the dear ones of Abdul-Baha and the near ones to the Divine
Threshold.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06753

To: Aga Ghulam-Ali son of Aqa Ghulam-Husayn et al., in Bunab

Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O Kind Beloved! Pure Lord! Through Thine endless bounty
Thou hast bestowed faith and certitude upon me and opened
the gates of recognition. The soul received glad-tidings, the

heart found joy, the eye became seeing, the ear became hearing.

The lights of radiance were witnessed and the melody of the
Concourse on High was heard. O Kind Lord! As Thou hast
granted worthy guidance and freely given bounty, shelter us
in Thy protection and grant us awareness. Keep us safe from
strangers and protected from the wicked, that we may ever
associate heart and soul with the friends and keep company
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AB06628

with the steadfast ones, and day by day increase in our love
for Thee. Thou art the Powerful and Mighty, and Thou art
the Potent, the Glorious, the All-Seeing and All-Hearing.
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AB06994

To: Haji Aga Khan, in Yazd
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O dear friend! I beseech and implore the threshold of the Most
Glorious Beauty to make you dear in both worlds, to make you
the manifestation of favors in this world and the next, to grant
the heart’s desire and fulfill the soul’s request.

> But you too must be firm and steadfast, must circle around the
Most Great Announcement, must be a companion and intimate
to the friends, and must endeavor according to your capacity
to guide the people of that region, so that you may become a
magnet for grace, an attractor of mercy, and a drawer of divine
gifts.

This is My counsel to you which I have bestowed upon you -
hold fast to it and you will see divine confirmations successively
descending upon you from the Most Glorious Kingdom.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06628

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Zavarihi
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O servant of God! The time has come for you to cast off your
tattered garments and adorn your august frame with the divine
raiment - that is, with heavenly power, celestial confirmation,
spiritual assistance, a breath from the Holy Spirit, the melody
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of the celestial Bird, and the divine call - to journey toward
Kashah and Tariq and those regions, that you may make the
deprived ones confidants of the mystery and attune the heed-
less ones to the Most Great Guidance.

Show forth the white hand and manifest the evident serpent,
that it may swallow up the ropes and staves of the sorcerers
among the people of the Bayan, and proof and demonstration
may become manifest, and the guidance of the All-Merciful
may be revealed, and the bounty of the All-Glorious Lord may
encompass all.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08367

To: Asadullah Imadabadi, in Yazd
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O lion in these thickets! Be thou a lion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and in
this wilderness raise the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!”
that the foxes of heedlessness may take flight and the ignorant
jackals may choose to flee, and thou mayest become a hunter
in that plain and meadow and bring down thy prey.

Each day achieve a victory and at every moment breathe a
spirit - quicken hearts and cause souls to shine bright. Be thou
the cause of the education of souls, and in the school of divine
knowledge become a teacher of love and impart the science of
truth.

Convey my longing greetings to the friends of God. And upon
thee be the most glorious Glory.
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ABO08508

To: Aflatun Hakim, in Kashan
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O Aflatun [Plato]! Your namesake became renowned through-
out the horizons and was distinguished for his knowledge of
illuminative philosophy. Knowledge is the cause of success
and prosperity and is a magnet of grace and achievement.

Therefore in this wondrous Dispensation learning and knowl-
edge are among the greatest virtues of the human world. As
much as thou art able, encourage all to acquire useful knowl-
edge that they may benefit therefrom and become sources of
illumination in the world of humanity, that those walking in
the darkness of ignorance may become enlightened and those
who are unlettered in this age may attain at least the first
degree of understanding.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08631

To: Muhammad Rida Ibn Sina, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O thou steadfast in the Covenant!

The method of instruction which ye have established, begin-
ning with proofs of the existence of God and the oneness of
God, the mission of the Prophets and Messengers and Their
teachings, and the wonders of the universe, is highly suitable.
Keep on with this. It is certain that the confirmations of God
will attend you. It is also highly praiseworthy to memorize the
Tablets, divine verses and sacred traditions.

Ye will surely exert every effort in teaching, and in furthering
understanding.

Upon ye be the glory of the All-Glorious.
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AB08506

To: Aqga Asadullah son of Mulla Muhammad Rida, in Yazd
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O Lion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Thou art a servant at the Court
of the Divine Unity, standing to render service at the Holy
Threshold, and taking pride in servitude. I am well-pleased
with thee, God is well-pleased with thee, and all the divine
friends are content with thee and hopeful. Therefore, thou
must show forth nobility and manifest such power and might
that it may become clear and evident that thou art a near
servant at the Court of Glory.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09603

To: Muhammad Isma’il Bushruyihi, in Bushruyyih
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O old friend and long-time companion! Thou art among the
foremost ones and of the company of those drawn nigh. “The
foremost ones! The foremost ones! These are they who are
brought nigh!” Thou art worthy of every praise and deserving
of every bounty.

I take refuge at the threshold of the All-Knowing God and show
forth utter lowliness and supplication, that He may make thee
independent of all else save Him and make thee the intimate
companion and confidant of the holy fragrances. Verily my
Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Merciful, the Bestower.
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AB11792

To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi et al., in Faran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

I O two pure-hearted servants! My desire is that these two Ola 5,0 I Ol Ol STL fody 55 ()
blessed souls become two shining candles and make that region , f ol Cr 95 Sl o 9 ol &
a niche of brilliant light, become manifestations of the favors e 1l olas 5 3K Mﬂu‘
of the Great Lord, receive the rays of grace from the Star of S O\ La gy s s ; LS O,
the Most Glorious Kingdom, become the cause of guidance to YL lus ; s o) oS
the heedless ones, and bring joy and delight to the hearts of ) ) ’

the friends. 255 0Lk g6 5y s TP N

2 And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory. 6\;‘}!\ S ey 2
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AB09654

To: Mulla Ghulam-Husayn, in Yazd
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

1 O thou radiant light! Every countenance that is illumined %y, Culds 55 5§ & Eou );;H L?:\ 1
by the light of guidance is a luminous lamp, a merciful candle, o Sleet V‘ 5 dle, cg 5 Ceslyy C\ |
and a heavenly star. Therefore, since thou hast been enkindled :
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with the love of God, thou art radiant, brilliant and effulgent. Sl ol @il of v o
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2 Beseech God that thou mayest ever remain illumined and that Olody ) b J;.ﬁ o5 S o ,; las 50 2
through the holy fragrances thou mayest perfume the nostrils
of others, so that thou mayest become an embodied spirit, a
personified light, and a manifest bounty.
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AB09916

To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Lahijan
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received....

As for the matter of alchemy, this matter is under divine pro-
tection and concealment. Its day of manifestation has not yet
come, and until its day of manifestation, which represents the
stage of the perfection of this world, arrives, its attainment is
impossible and unachievable. Therefore, all their striving and
squandering of resources devoted to this matter will ultimately
prove fruitless and without result....
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AB10457

To: Abdur-Rahim Hafizus-Sihhih, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thou didst yearn to
attain unto His presence, that thou mightest travel as compan-
ion to Hakim Harun. Although the time is not propitious and
there are impediments to being in His presence, nevertheless,
since thou hast beseeched and insisted with the utmost humil-
ity and self-effacement, there is no choice but to accept. The
rest is up to thee. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB10884

To: Abdu’l-Magjid Tabib (Maraghih), in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1907-Jun ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
didst write to Jinab-i-Manshadi was noted. I was pleased with
its contents...

...the ultimate reach of minds is but fetters, and most of the
strivings of the learned are but error. Take what thou hast seen
and leave aside what thou hast heard - in the countenance of
the full moon thou wilt find what makes thee independent of
Saturn.
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ABO06877

To: Juliet Thompson, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jun-03

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the Love of God!
Thou art a beloved daughter in the Kingdom of ABHA and
art respected in the presence of Abdul-Baha. Truly, I declare,
thou art engaged in the service of the Cause of God from all
directions, art familiar with the glorification of the Most Great
Name and art intimate in spreading the fragrances of holiness.
God is pleased with thee, I am pleased with thee and the angels
of the Supreme Concourse are pleased with thee.

It is hoped, from the bounty of His Highness the Almighty, that
thou mayest find such ecstasy and exhilaration and so ignite
the fire of the love of God that thou mayest bring the regions
of America near to the Kingdom of ABHA.

TAB.700-701
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To: Charlotte Bingham, in Chicago

Date: 1907-Jun-03

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom!

Thy likeness (photograph) was seen. The Sun of the Kingdom
hath shed a light on thee, so thy likeness is made radiant and
thy face happy.

Beneath the photograph the word “faithfully” was inscribed
which indicated that thine heart is attracted to faithfulness
and that thou seekest faithfulness. No attribute is more com-
mendable than faithfulness. It is of the greatest of the virtues
in the world of humanity. I hope that thou mayest be faithful
to the Lord of the Kingdom, be attracted to His Beauty, serve
in His Threshold and strive in His vineyard.

TAB.634

AB09453

To: Gertrude Buikema, in Chicago

Date: 1907-Jun-03

O thou dear maid-servant of God!

Thy likeness (photograph) was received through Mrs. True
and was seen. The light of faith shone in thy brow and the
smile of the Kingdom in thy face. When I saw that likeness, I
supplicated and implored, at the Threshold of the Lord of the
Kingdom, to make thee a dear one of the two realms and to
free thee from every fetter save the love of God.

May the Most Glorious Bounty be upon thee.

TAB.052
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AB09411

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1907-Jun-03

O thou ignited candle! The real light is the light of the love of
God. Praise be to God! thy face is illumined by the radiance
of the divine love and thy nostrils are perfumed through the
fragrances of the garden of the Kingdom of ABHA, and thou
art engaged, night and day, in service in this divine garden and
art spreading the Tablets of Abdul-Baha. Wherefore, thank
God that thou art assisted to such a service.

TAB.697
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AB00639

To: James B Thornton Chase, in Chicago
Date: 1907-Jun-0/4

O thou herald of the Kingdom!

> Thank God that thou didst come to the holy shrine, put thy
head upon the holy dust, reached the gathering-place of the
spiritual ones, became a member of the assembly of the Mer-
ciful, found friendship with Abdul-Baha and with the utmost
love and joy spent a few days there. Then thou didst receive
permission to return so that thou mayest serve the Kingdom
on the continent of America and show (to the people) the way
to heaven and lead them toward the Lord of Hosts. I hope that,
with a divine strength and a god-like personality, with a heav-
enly guidance, with a divine attraction and with a spiritual
zeal, thou wilt educate the people.

O thou, the firm one in the Covenant! Give my respectful
greeting to they honored wife and say to her from me: “The
Jewish people were expecting the manifestation of Jesus and
were at the same time attracted to Moses. When His Holiness
Christ appeared, they (the Jewish people) thought that holy
personality intended to take away the eternal honor of Moses.
Moses, in the eye of Israel, had no equal. Now, these had
never thought that a greater than him (Moses) would appear.
So this way of thinking became the cause of their being kept
away from the Light of Christ and they were prevented from
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the precious things of the Holy Spirit, notwithstanding the fact
that the greatest friend of Moses was Christ and He made His
Holiness Moses great in the eye of the world and made Him to
be glorious in the contingent world; whereas, even now, Israel
(that is, the Jews) deny His Holiness, the promised Christ,
and count Him to be an enemy of His Holiness Moses and of
Aaron and David; and they were kept away from the bounties
of Christ. They think that no other great person like Moses
could ever come upon the earth and if such a person should be
sent (by God), he must come under the shadow of His Holiness
Moses and promulgate the law of the Torah. This negligence
on the part of the Jews became the cause of keeping away a
multitude from the heavenly bounties and from the beneficence
of the Holy Spirit for nineteen-hundred years.

“The Sun is ever the same, but the place whence the Sun hath
appeared hath changed. Then, at Christ’s time, it appeared in
the sign of Aquarius, but now it hath manifested itself from the
sign of Cancer. These signs are just for an illustration. The
sun is the same sun, no matter from what sign it may manifest
itself or from what spot it may arise. Thou must look at the
Sun; do not become veiled by the places from which the Sun
appears.”

O Mr. Chase! Likewise instruct and give my love to thy dear
son and say: “O dear one of Abdul-Baha! Be the son of thy
father and be the fruit of that tree. Be a son that hath been
born of his soul and heart and not only of the water and clay.
A real son is such an one as hath branched from the spiritual
part of a man. I ask God that thou mayest be at all times
confirmed and strengthened.”

i O thou servant of Baha’! Thou hast asked regarding the politi-

cal affairs. In the United States it is necessary that the citizens
shall take part in elections. This is a necessary matter and no
excuse from it is possible. My object in telling the believers
that they should not interfere in the affairs of government is
this: That they should not make any trouble and that they
should not move against the opinion of the government, but
obedience to the laws and the administration of the common-
wealth is necessary. Now, as the government of America is a
republican form of government, it is necessary that all the cit-
izens shall take part in the elections of officers and take part
in the affairs of the republic.
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O thou firm one in the Covenant! We give thee Thahbet (the , s eale bl Cab Olg, b !
Firm) for‘ a name, so that this name be an example of firm- u; o sl j\; e el 3 s 48 bzl
ness and in the future thou mayest, even more than before, be eV Sy 655 ceu

confirmed in service, and upon thee be El-Baha-el-ABHA!
MMKI1#117 p.136x
SWAB#117x, BSW#18.17x, TAB.341-343, PN__1912 p069x, ECN.513

AB06782

To: Baha’is of Milwaukee, WI et al.
Date: 1907-Jun-0/4

O Spiritual Souls! O People of the Lord!

The Assembly that ye have established in that town is an efful-
gent ray from the Realm of Glory: I pray God that menis hearts
may become illumined thereby and their souls rejoiced by His
great glad tidings; that their eyes may be fixed on the higher
world and their tongues unloosed in adoration and praise. Ye
have found favour before the Threshold of Oneness and won
the honour and acceptance of this captive. Ye must now con-
tinue your efforts, diligently and with the utmost constancy,
occupying yourselves with the remembrance of God, reading
the verses, reciting the prayers, engaging in consultation, and
seeking to propagate the Word of God. Intoxication with the
love of God is the key — that, and ever-growing knowledge of
God, love, unity, fellowship and detachment.

TAB.593

AB08547

To: May Maxwell, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jun-0/4

Through his honor Mirza Ahmad

To the beloved maid-servant of the Lord of the Kingdom, Mrs.
Maxwell - upon her be Baha’u’llah!
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O thou daughter of the Kingdom! Thou art in my memory and
art present in heart and soul in the assemblage of the Kingdom.
I do not forget thee. I supplicate for thee from the favors of the
Lord of this glorious Age, and of this new Century, abundant
confirmations so that thou mayest find at every moment a new
spirit and be the recipient of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
“And this, indeed, would not be difficult for thy Lord!”

MAX.243

ABO00587

To: Bernard Jacobsen, in Kenosha, WI
Date: 1907-Jun-05

O thou who art turning to the divine Kingdom!

The lengthy epistle was considered. Notwithstanding lack of
time and opportunity, on account of exceeding love an answer
will be written.

Thank God thou didst become a soldier of life; subdued the
domain of hearts with the arms of the love of God and the
sword of concord and peace; didst go after the army of the
Kingdom of ABHA; followed the Supreme Concourse and by
the aid of the Spirit made many conquests.

The merciful assembly of Kenosha hath in reality taken food
and provisions from the Kingdom of ABHA and become con-
firmed by the aid of the Sun of Reality. Therefore, I am hopeful
that, day by day, it may advance and progress.

The members of the Spiritual Meeting (the Board of Consulta-
tion) must endeavor, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to make
the souls real Bahais. If they attain this glorious purpose, that
country will be illumined and that land will become a veritable
paradise, all nations will look to that assembly and from the
explanation and exposition thereof receive realities and mean-
ings.

O thou servant of Baha’! Always remind the friends of the
greatness of the great message.
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Convey long greeting of great love from me to the members of
the Meeting of Consultation: ... Whenever I think of them I
find soulful repose and conscious joy.

The feast (supper) [every nineteen days] is very acceptable and
will finally produce good results. The beloved and the maid-
servants of the Merciful must inaugurate the feast in such wise
as to resurrect the feast of the ancients—mamely, the “lord’s
supper.” The attracted maid-servant of God, Mrs..., I hope
will be inspired so she may become the means of unity among
the friends in every city. That meeting for feast for which thou
wert preparing and providing, should recur every so often, so
that it may prove a means of attracting the confirmation of
the Kingdom of ABHA.

Inform the maid-servant of God, who prepared her home as a
[temporary] Mashrak-el-Azcar, that this service was accepted
in the Kingdom of ABHA.

Inform the near (dear) maid-servant of God [thy wife], who
hath organized a school of industry in order that children may
learn an industry and chant communes, that this is very agree-
able.

O thou servant of God! To look after the sick is one of the
greatest duties. Every soul who becomes sick, the other friends
should certainly offer the life (of service) in the utmost kind-
ness.

Thou hast asked regarding the naming of children: When thou
wishest to name a babe, prepare a meeting therefor; chant the
verses and communes, and supplicate and implore the Thresh-
old of Oneness and beg the attainment of guidance for the
babe and wish confirmated firmness and constancy; then give
the name and enjoy beverage and sweetmeat. This is spiritual
baptism.

His honor, Mr. Agnew, Mrs. Agnew, and Ruhu’llah arrived.
They were attracted by the fragrances of God and ignited by
the fire of the love of God. With a new spirit and fresh life
they returned.

O son of the Kingdom! Thy services in the Kingdom of ABHA
are evident, well known and accepted. Indeed thou art a truth-
ful servant of the Holy Threshold and a firm caller to the divine
Kingdom.

5 Strive so that the odor of violation cease and all come under

the protection of the Covenant.
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Remain in and about that town and know that trial is the
cause of promotion. But thou must deal with all in the utmost
love and do kindness. Although they lift up the head of pride,
show thou greater humility and meekness and treat them with
the utmost submission and lowliness.

Show the utmost kindness in my behalf to the near maid-
servant of God (thy wife), the near-drawn Miss Jacobsen; and,
if it be possible, repair unto Milwaukee and Racine, and there
arise to serve the Word of God.

TAB.148-150, BWF.411-412x, COC#0928x, LOG#0462x, LOG#0946x
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AB02141

To: Baha’is of Kenosha, WI
Date: 1907-Jun-05

O ye dear friends and maid-servants of God!

A good fragrance is coming from the rose-garden of Kenosha
and a pleasing breeze is blowing from the orchard of the hearts
of the friends and maid-servants of the Merciful.

Praise be to God, that town, by the presence of the beloved
ones and the maid-servants of the Merciful, hath become a ver-
itable paradise and its space, like unto the heavens, is illumi-
nated with radiant lamps. If this conflagration and attraction
continue for a period, Kenosha will soon attain great provi-
sions, will travel with speed through the degrees of existence
and make great progress in the orders of the Kingdom.

Therefore, this prisoner implores and supplicates at dawn, seek-
ing strength and confirmation for the beloved of that town.
Thus may heavenly confirmation become your associate and
the morn of eternal happiness dawn upon ye and the Sun of
Reality rise with such brilliancy as to dispel entirely the gloom
of ignorance from those horizons.

O ye real friends and dear maid-servants of God! The Lover
of the East in perfect love has outstretched His two hands to
embrace the beloved of the West and to rejoice in that love
and unity.

O ye beloved of God! As long as ye can strive to set aglow the
hearts with love, be attracted to one another and be members

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 151


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA148
https://archive.org/details/bahaiworldfaithselectedwritingsofbahaullahandabdulbaha./mode/2up
http://bahai-library.com/hornby_lights_guidance.html&chapter=2#n462
http://bahai-library.com/hornby_lights_guidance_2.html&chapter=1#n946
https://www.bahai.org/r/512496160
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK3/ak3-66.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS2/mas2-79.html

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun) AB02478

of each other. Every soul of the beloved ones must adore the
other and withhold not his possession and life from them, and
by all means he must endeavor to make that other joyous and
happy. But that other (the recipient of such love) must also
be disinterested and life-sacrificing. Thus may this Sunrise
flood the horizons, this melody gladden and make happy all
the people, this divine remedy become the panacea for every
disease, this Spirit of Reality become the cause of life for every
soul.

O ye friends and maid-servants of the Merciful! It is the life-
offering, rejoicing, happiness and the manifestation of Divine
Favors.

TAB.146-147, BSTW#068

AB02478

To: Baha’is of Chicago, IL
Date: 1907-Jun-05

O Thou Pure God!

Gaze providently at the beloved ones and the dear maid-
servants in Chicago. Confer upon them Thy bounty and grace.
Teach them the law of the Kingdom, burn away the veil of
material superstition and light the candle of Thy love in their
hearts!

O God! The clay (or being) of these servants is kneaded
with water of fidelity and the nature of these maid-servants
is adorned with love! They believe and are assured. They are
firm and steadfast; they are kneeling and worshipping; they
are uttering (the Words) and are informed. Render them con-
firmed and victorious with the hosts of strength. Aid and
gladden them through the angels of the Kingdom of ABHA!
At every moment reveal a new power to them and with every
breath confer a great bounty. Thus with a heavenly power, di-
vine strength, merciful fragrance, supreme light, and conscious
attraction, may they arise to serve Thee, to perfume the East
and the West with the fragrances of holiness, establish the uni-
versal peace, promulgate integrity and honesty, to adore the
truth, become a means of life to the people of the world, a cause
of comfort and rest to them; to help the spiritual meeting, to
serve the gathering of the Lord, to send well-informed souls

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 152


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA146
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_051-100.pdf#page=46

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun) AB03461

(teachers) to other regions and climes, to be self-sacrificing
with life and heart, to build the Mashrak-el-Azcar, to raise
the anthem of sanctity to the Supreme Kingdom, to live in
perfect love with one another; nay, rather, to be the cause of
rest to the whole world, to adorn the realm of creation, to
destroy the edifice of jealousy and envy and to establish the
law of love and unity, to be truthful servants of mankind and
conscientious well-wishers of the human race!

O God! Thou art the Able, the Powerful! Thou are the Con-
firmer and the Helper in all conditions and circumstances!

TAB.355-356, BSTW#054

AB03461

To: Rosa V Winterburn, in California
Date: 1907-Jun-05

O thou beloved maid-servant of God! Thy letter [...] was
received and its contents became known.

In this most Merciful Age the ignorant prejudices are entirely v
removed, therefore the marriage of Miss ... to Mr... is per-
missible; but Miss ... must exert herself day and night so that,
like the favored maid-servant of God, Mrs... she may guide her
husband. She must not rest until she makes him her spiritual
as well as physical partner in life.

Baha’i marriage is the commitment of the two parties one to bl d‘]\*?; Sl o b o bloyl Gl i
the other, and their mutual attachment of mind and heart. My el R Sl b s ose O
Each must, however, exercise the utmost care to become thor- . A Ll a2y dee s N0 Ll ;/ 42
oughly acquainted with the character of the other, that the ..., , 3y 5 Sl dade 5 548 ol
binding covenant between them may be a tie that will endure 2L e Sl
forever. Their purpose must be this: to become loving com-

panions and comrades and at one with each other for time and

eternity

The bridegroom must, before the bridesman and a few others, e ¢
say: “Verily, we are content with the will of god.” And the
bride must rejoin: “Verily, we are satisfied with the desire of
God.” This is Bahai matrimony.

Regarding the marriage of Mr... and Miss ..., that also, God
willing, is blessed.
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The true marriage of Baha’is is this, that husband and wife
should be united both physically and spiritually, that they may
ever improve the spiritual life of each other, and may enjoy
everlasting unity throughout all the worlds of God. This is
Baha’i marriage.

SWAB#086x, BSW#16.17x, BPRY.117x, TAB.325-326, BWF.372-372x,
BSC.457 #840x, BSTW#150
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MMEK1#086 p.115x

AB05941

To: Lydia Rainy, in Seattle
Date: 1907-Jun-05

O thou attracted one!

Thy letter was an evidence of the happiness and rejoicing of
thy heart and soul and a proof of knowing the True One and
severing thyself from all else save Him. When thou beholdest
with the eye of Truth then thou wilt realize that in this world
neither known or unknown, neither kind father or beloved son,
mother or sister, help us. No persons assist except the Benev-
olent Almighty.

When thou knowest Him, thou art independent from all else.
When thou art attached to His love, then thou art detached
from every kith and kin.

O thou attracted one of the Kingdom! Complete thou the
study of the art of music and sacrifice thyself more or less to
the Lord of the Kingdom.

The spiritual lily reached [me] in the world of the Merciful and
its sweet fragrance perfumed the nostril. I ask God that thou
mayest find a soul overflowing with glad-tidings, seek a heart
of joy and attain to the beautiful ideal! That thou mayest
sever thyself from this world and soar up to the Universe of
the Creator!

TAB.671
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AB00296

To: Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, in Yazd
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O branch sprung from the Blessed Tree! Your glorious letter

- nay rather, your string of pearls and rubies - was received.

Its intimations were glad-tidings and its words were the spirit
of life, for they testified to the steadfastness and firmness of
the friends of God and bore witness to the attraction of divine
hearts. You wrote about the friends in Qum, Kashan, Ardistan,
Na’in and Ardakan, and gave news of the gatherings in the land
of Ya [Yazd]. In truth, the utmost steadfastness and firmness

in the Cause of God was manifested by the friends in Yazd.

Despite the onslaught of oppressors, plunder and pillage, the
striking of sword and spear, the destruction of buildings, and
the martyrdom of holy souls, the orphaning of children and
the captivity of women, they maintain such steadfastness and
firmness in God’s Cause and establish such divine gatherings
and spiritual assemblies. This truly bewilders the mind, and
if there were justice, one would testify that such sacrifice and
steadfastness in the divine Cause has not occurred from the
beginning of existence until now - it is unique to this Great
Announcement.

May my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of these martyrs, and
my being be offered up for the blood of these pure ones who
are near the Most Great Threshold, who are attracted to the
Supreme Horizon, who have attained the seat of truth in the
Most Glorious Kingdom! O martyrs! O trustees! O chiefs! O
nobles! I sacrifice my being, my spirit, my essence and all that
God has bestowed upon me through His grace and bounty. I
testify that you are the brilliant stars, the piercing meteors,
the radiant full moons and the dazzling suns in this wondrous
Cause. How excellent are you, O birds singing in the gardens
of unity! Blessed are you, O lions roaring in the thickets of
detachment! Glad tidings to you, O fish swimming in the pools
of divine oneness! You are the signs of guidance and you are
the waving banners in the field of sacrifice.

I beseech God to send down every blessing through the holy
fragrances wafting from that mighty scene, and to quicken me

with the breezes of fellowship blowing from that noble realm.

I seek your intercession with the Self-Subsisting Lord that He
may give me to drink of the sealed wine, grant me a portion of
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your abundant share, and intoxicate me from your cup whose
mixture is of camphor. Verily my Lord is the Merciful, the For-
giving. He aids whom He wishes with what He wishes through
the blessing of sacrifice in the world of creation. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory!

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! The new spiritual assembly and
the assembly of martyrs’ relatives are most fitting. I hope
through the grace and bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty
that both assemblies will be assisted and confirmed in preserv-
ing, protecting and comforting the survivors of the martyrs.
Today in those regions this matter is among the greatest ser-
vices. Would that this servant could be a servant of those two
assemblies and receive a portion and share of the special favors.
“And for the earth there is a portion from the cup of the noble
ones.”

The purpose is that all should strive with all their powers to
ensure that each of the martyrs’ survivors lives in the utmost
comfort and happiness. Encourage and urge the children to
learn crafts, writing and other skills, and strive greatly in their
education. In truth, the friends in Yazd, especially the mar-
tyrs’ survivors, are very enkindled, mindful and patient. I
constantly supplicate and implore the Most Glorious Kingdom
and seek confirmation and success for them. I hope that as-
semblies of unity will be established in the utmost joy and fra-
grance. Give great importance to the consultative assembly.
All must show perfect obedience and submission to whatever
proceeds from the consultative assembly, for the duty of the
consultative assembly is to preserve, protect and arrange the
means of livelihood for the needy and the education of children.
The friends of God must accept and obey such matters with
heart and soul.

i O my kind friend! If you knew how much I was gladdened and

rejoiced by the news of the enthusiasm, passion, attraction,
enkindlement, unity and oneness of the friends in the land of
Ya, you would surely bow your head in prostration and give
thanks to God for having become such a cause of my joy. And
if some of the friends and children of martyrs have reached
maturity and the means for their proper education are lacking,
and they could be better educated in Tehran and Ishqgabad,
and if the means for their journey are available and they have
people in those two cities who will watch over and protect them,
then certainly their being sent is permitted.
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Furthermore, convey my respectful greetings to the members
of the spiritual consultative assembly. By God, besides Whom
there is no other God! T wish I could be a servant of that
assembly, for that assembly is responsible for serving the mar-
tyrs’ survivors, and for this servant the greatest bounty would
be to serve that assembly. My Lord! Ordain this for me and
aid me in this. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Mighty, the
Bestower.

BRL_FIRE AB#20x

851 Glsy pb iz slae) ST Ko
VY ol g aile, slopie o2
Juis&-T\JQ r.sf J.as‘-'\-(-:l» s f;Lr.‘ J)')T}A
@l 3l clad OBALL cuns K
‘_}.Lﬁﬁl:. § o) Cag bl de )
Sohds o 38y 5 SU5 456 &y 055

Sl £ SN

NANU__AB#72, YBN.063-065

ABO01195

To: Mirza Ishaq Khan Hagqiqi, in Kirmanshahan
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O partner in servitude to ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter arrived.
You had asked that since well-wishing toward government and
nation is explicitly commanded as a religious obligation, and
likewise covering faults is among the requirements of faith and
certitude in the Divine Unity - in this case what should be
done if someone commits treachery against the government and
nation? Should it be concealed or reported to the government
trustees and leaders of the national assembly?

The former is explicitly commanded and must be carried out.
However, covering faults applies to matters where the harm
returns to the doer himself, not to the government, nation,
human society and mankind. For example, if someone com-
mits an immoral act or does something reprehensible where
the harm returns to that person himself, such as drinking al-
cohol or committing adultery, in such cases covering faults is
acceptable and praiseworthy. But if someone steals and takes
another’s property, covering it up in this case would be an in-
justice to the property owner. Although concealment would
be a kindness to the thief, it would be pure oppression and
injustice to that poor victim whose property was stolen. This
is the standard that has been explained.

Nevertheless, one should not become obsessed with exposing
people’s faults. Investigation is necessary but within limits -
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not that someone should make it their occupation to say this
person committed oppression and that person transgressed and
what treachery appeared from the officials, spending all their
time focused on this. This too is unacceptable.

Convey affectionate greetings from this servant to Abbas Khan
and say: “Praise be to God that you share my name and I
hope you will walk my path, which is servitude at the Sacred
Threshold.” And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty!

Convey respectful greetings to the faithful handmaiden of God,
Firdaws Khanum, and say: Just as the honorable Khan has
made the men enchanted and enthralled with the love of God,
you too must bring the women to attraction and enthusiasm
and be the cause of their guidance.

I beseech from the abundant grace of the Forgiving Lord that
He may enable His dear handmaiden, the ascended soul Fa-
tima, to attain the presence of the Most Glorious Beauty in
the vicinity of the Greatest Mercy and the Garden of Meeting.

Convey the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings from
this weak one to Mu’in al-Hukama and deliver this prayer.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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AB01469

To: Baha’is from Zoroastrian Background et al.
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O servants of God! Praise be to God that you have been guided
by the light of guidance and attracted by the holy fragrances
from on high. You have rent asunder the veil of vain imaginings,
rolled up the carpet of ignorance and blindness, and perfumed
your nostrils with the musk-laden breeze from the rose garden
of mysteries. You have severed yourselves from the evil ones
and joined with the Divine, worshipping the All-Merciful Lord.
After being deprived for thousands of years, you have become
privy to the mystery, and after wandering for a long period,
you have found the highway of guidance. This was through
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the escort of divine grace and pure bounty. “Such is the grace
of God: He bestoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth, and
singles out for His mercy whomsoever He desireth, and guides
whomsoever He pleaseth to the straight path.”

2 Every gift and bounty may perhaps be obtained through hu-
man effort and striving, but the gift of guidance is pure grace.
Therefore you must offer thanks and praise at the threshold
of the Divine Unity day and night that, praise be to God,
you have discovered the paradise of delight and drunk from
the pure spring. You have received a portion and share of
abundant grace and have attained the blessing of “Verily the
righteous shall drink of a cup tempered with camphor.”

3 Now, in gratitude to the one God, arise to perform righteous
deeds and become loving friends to all humanity. Engage in
service to mankind and be motivated by love for the human
world. See the stranger as kin and consider others as friends.
Know the malevolent as benevolent and regard the sinner as
sinless. Know the stubborn enemy as a loving friend and raise
the cruel ignorant to the height of acceptance. That is, cherish
enemies as friends and do not seek revenge. Harm no one
and sadden no heart. Rather, be a remedy for every pain and
freely offer a suitable salve for every wound. Be manifestations
of the mercy of your Lord and dawning-places of the light of
your Creator’s bounty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03549

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Biharzan
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O seeker of truth! As you were among “those who strive in Our
path,” praise be to God you have become one of those “We shall
surely guide them to Our ways.” You have detached yourself
from the darkness of contingent existence and have partaken
of the lights of the realm beyond place. You have rent asunder
the veil, severed attachments, heard the call, beheld the light
of reality, and attained the goal of the chosen ones - and that
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is the Most Great Guidance and the new bounty of the Abha
Kingdom.

We will understand the value of this gift when we act according
to the counsels and admonitions of the Blessed Beauty, for
guidance is knowledge and wisdom, and the fruits of knowledge
are harvested only when one implements what one has learned
through understanding.

3 The Supreme Pen, out of pure grace and bounty, has shown the
path of guidance and made clear the way of success. Teachings
were revealed and counsels and admonitions were issued so that
souls might become centers of divine inspirations and sources
of heavenly lights, that each might become a horizon of truth
and a mirror of the grace of the Abha Kingdom, that the light
might shine forth and the fragrance of flowers and the morning
breeze might waft and perfume the nostrils of the spiritually-
minded.

Now is the time for the diffusion of light and the manifestation
of mysteries from the Revealer of Sinai. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory every morn and eve and dawn and dusk
from the Lord of the Greatest Signs.
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AB03524

To: Spiritual Assembly of Kenosha, WI et al.
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O Thou kind Lord! These souls are Thy friends who are gath-
ered together and are carried away by Thy love. They are
transported by the rays of Thy beauty and captivated by Thy
musk-laden locks. They have surrendered their hearts to Thee
and, lowly and helpless, wander in Thy path. They have for-
saken friend and stranger alike and have laid hold of Thy unity,
bowing in adoration before Thee.

They belonged to this nether world; Thou didst welcome
them into Thy Kingdom. They were as withered plants in
the wilderness of deprivation and loss; Thou didst make them
the saplings of the garden of knowledge and understanding.
Their voices were stilled; Thou didst cause them to speak
forth. They were dispirited; Thou didst shed illumination
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upon them. They were as parched and barren soil; Thou didst
turn them into a rose-garden of inner meanings. They were as
children in the world of humanity; Thou didst enable them to
attain heavenly maturity.

O Thou kind One! Grant them a haven and a refuge within
the shelter of Thy protection, and shield them from tests and
trials. Lend them Thine invisible assistance, and confer upon
them Thine infallible grace.

O Thou kind and beloved Lord! They are as the body, and
Thou art the Spirit of life. The body is dependent for its fresh-
ness and beauty upon the grace of the spirit. They stand, there-
fore, in need of Thy confirmations and yearn for the sustaining
power of the Holy Spirit in this new Revelation. Thou art the
Mighty. Thou art the Giver, the Provider, the Bestower, and
the Forgiver. Thou art the One Who shineth brightly from the
invisible Realm.
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AB03345

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Vahhab Hakim, in Maraghih
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O servant of the divine Sacred Threshold! Praise be to the
pure Lord who adorned the world of heart and soul with the
manifestation of the Beloved and illumined both East and West.
He established spiritual wisdom and ordained divine medicine.
He prepared the electuary of arts and compounded the great
theriac. He designated a wondrous antidote for deadly poison
and made ready the honey of love and faithfulness for the sting
of enmity and hatred. He entrusted these elixir-like remedies
to peerless physicians and doctors of the ethereal realm.

Now, O skilled physician, attend to treating the patients of
heart and soul. Become an accomplished doctor - diagnose
spiritual illness and provide a remedy for every ailment, apply
a salve to every wound, and cure every disease, so that spiri-
tual medicine may bestow divine power and deliver the human
world from satanic suggestions.
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Convey respectful greetings from this prisoner to the noble de-
scendant Aqa Mirza Isma’il. T hope through the eternal bounty
of the Lord that his honor Isma’il will, like Gabriel, deliver the
message of the Supreme Concourse. Show kindness on behalf
of this prisoner to the honored cherished handmaiden of God
Daji’, and likewise convey the Most Glorious Greatest Greeting
to the pure assured leaf, the handmaiden of God ‘Atiyyih.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05571

To: Fazlullah Banan, in Iran
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O servant of God! Your letter was reviewed and its contents
understood. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha must desire what is best for
you, not what you desire. What is best for you is to engage
in some work or occupation in Shiraz or Tehran to the extent
possible, and meanwhile to gain the utmost proficiency in the
English language. And if possible, obtain employment with the
English, even if it be a minor position, and be content with that
until you can properly acquire the language as needed. Then
you can undertake travels.

The Holy Land is constantly in turmoil. The Covenant-
breakers create some mischief every day. There are no means
for peace and tranquility, whether to study language or engage
in service. You can better engage in service there. Make
the intention to serve and the means will be provided and
confirmations will arrive. Be confident of this.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06139

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was noted. It brought joy
and delight, for thou hadst jested and made witty remarks,
and hadst requested special letters for thy children. I too have
fulfilled thy request and have undertaken to write this letter.
As the Mulla says: “Other than submission and acceptance,
what choice is there?” For I have absolutely no time, find no
respite, seek no rest, desire no repose, have no peace or tran-
quility, know no comfort of soul. Despite this, I have written
this letter. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

Convey my longing greetings to Muhammad Sadiq, son of the
late Muhammad the Henna Seller. He is always remembered
and never forgotten. He is the recipient of divine grace and
is encompassed by the favors and bounties of the All-Merciful.
And upon him be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Buluri
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O thou my namesake! With complete insistence and persis-
tence, nay rather with the strength of his arm, thy kind father
hath demanded a letter for thee. What recourse have I save
submission, compliance, obedience and execution?

A father’s heart is precious and in the divine Kingdom he is
near to the mighty Lord. Therefore know thou the worth of
this father and be a loving son. Strive to obey him and be
a cause of his joy, that the favors of the Blessed Beauty may
encompass thee and that, at every breath, dewdrops from the
ocean of Baha’s grace may reach the rose-garden of heart and
soul.
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And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdu’llah Buluri
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O sapling of the divine garden! I hope that you will ever remain
fresh and verdant through the drops of the cloud of grace, and
attain endless freshness and delicacy. May you put forth leaves
and blossoms and yield desired fruits.

2 Consider how loving your father is, who through the power of
his entreaty’s arm and the mace of supplication brought this

letter from the world of potency into the realm of existence.

Could you find one more loving than this? Be grateful for his
kindness and thankful for his favor.

I beseech God that you may be the son of this father and
become fruitful and productive. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory!
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AB08476

To: Siyyid Qul Huvallah, in Sauj Bulagh
Date: 1907-Jun-06

The answer is this: “And there is none like unto Him.”* Unto
the intelligent, a mere hint sufficeth, and he standeth in no
need of speaker or transmitter. His Holiness the Commander
of the Faithful, peace be upon Him, hath said: “The splendors
of glory were unveiled without allusion.” Thus did they not
even deem allusion itself permissible.

“And We have lifted from thee thy veil, and sharp is thy sight
this Day.” Whoever is not awakened by the breezes of dawn

4Qur’an 112:4.
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will not benefit from the fragrances of flowers. “We did not
make the vision which We showed thee except as a test for
mankind.” The lamp has been extinguished now that dawn
has broken.

Were we to say more than this, children would make sport of
us. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09456

To: Jean B Masson
Date: 1907-Jun-06

O thou dear maid-servant of God! Thy letter was received.
Thy faith and certainty became evident. Happy is thy condi-
tion, that in such a day thou hast opened thine eyes and beheld
the light of the Sun of Reality.

Convey reverential greetings to the believing maid-servant of
God Mrs. Mattisen and say: “Be not grieved and bear the
ordeal from thy husband. The meeting of the beloved of God
and the maid-servants of the Merciful take the place of his igno-
rance. I hope that they may be the cause of joy and happiness
to thee.”

TAB.359

AB01435

To: Baha’is of Miyanduab
Date: 1907-Jun-07

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! How wonderful, how wonderful that
you are enamored of the Beloved of Abha and are captivated
by that Beloved of the Concourse on High! You are attracted
to the holy fragrances and are aflame with the fire of the love
of God. You are the flowers in the garden of guidance and
the lamps in the heights of divine favor. You are the mani-
festations of bounties and the dawning-places of the stars of
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divine knowledge. You are immersed in the ocean of generosity
and are among those who prostrate themselves at the Thresh-
old of Oneness. Praise God that you have received a portion
from the grace of “He singles out for His mercy whomsoever
He pleases” and have taken a share from the ocean of “This is
God’s bounty; He gives it to whomsoever He pleases.”

2 Now you must conduct yourselves with utmost sanctity and
purity, and follow the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed
Beauty in your manner and behavior, so that enemies may
become friends, the fearful may find peace, the sleeping may
awaken, and the heedless may become mindful.

O friends! You must behave with the utmost forbearance and
tranquility, and show patience in all matters. You must praise
and extol those who speak ill of you, and wish well for those
who wish you ill. Be kind to those who are bloodthirsty, and
deliver the savage from their savagery. If they strike with sword
and arrow, give them honey and milk. If they show the arrow
of cruelty, show them love and faithfulness. If they become
thorns, shine forth like roses, and if they become ravens, sing
like nightingales. Harm no heart and hurt no soul.

Observe how this prisoner endures manifold afflictions. Al-
though the Covenant-breakers have loosed every arrow in their
quiver and have unsheathed and struck with every sword in
their scabbard against body and soul, there remained no poi-
son they did not make me taste and no injury they did not
inflict. They even took a Tablet revealed about Yahya, cut
off its first page, and took another Tablet revealed about this
servant and cut off its second page. They joined the first page
of this servant’s Tablet with the second page of Yahya’s Tablet,
pasted them on a piece of paper, and made it appear as if it
were one Tablet written by the Supreme Pen, thus attributing
to this prisoner what had been revealed about Yahya, and sent
it far and wide. Despite this, I show patience and forbearance,
and to the extent possible, still show consideration and offer
assistance. Follow the way and conduct of this servant, that it
may become the cause of the greatest bounty.
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To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyanduab

Date: 1907-Jun-07

O servant of the Beauty of Abha! There is absolutely no time
to answer the questions you had asked. Every day letters arrive
containing a hundred questions. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with all these
occupations and tribulations, has no time even to breathe, and
is imprisoned and captive, with successive onslaughts from all
directions, both internal and external. And these questions,
most of whose answers already exist in the Writings, continue
to arrive successively. Consider then how can one engage in
answering them and which ones should be answered? All these
matters exist in the divine books and tablets. They should
refer to the divine tablets. If after that the problem remains
unsolved, then they may ask questions - not that each soul
should ask whatever occurs to their mind without referring to
the divine tablets and expect new answers.

Moses feared Pharaoh’s lack of belief, not fear for his life, as
stated in the Qur’an: “Verily I fear lest they should hasten
to harm me.” He says I fear they will act hastily before the
propagation of the Cause and make objections. He feared their
rebellion and disobedience, not for himself. As for the matter
of fearing the ropes and staffs of the sorcerers, he feared they
might influence souls, not fear of harm to himself. These ropes
and staffs represent the doubts of the people. Moses feared
these might influence souls.

As for the possibility of all creation attaining the station of
the Prophets, this is not possible since creation has ranks - the
lower cannot comprehend the higher - “He created you in de-
grees.” A hard stone cannot become a red ruby, and pottery
and shells cannot become brilliant pearls. Quddus was under
the shadow of the Exalted One [the Bab], not independent, but
Jesus and Muhammad were independent beings. The believers
of this Manifestation can reach the station of the Prophets of Is-
rael, but not the Manifestations of Universal Divine Authority,
for they were Universal Manifestations. In brief, the Universal
Manifestations of God who shone forth independently have an-
other station and another condition - no one can attain their
station and rank.
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+ And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ¥ e e
WOB.111x MKT8.025, MKT9.054, AVK2.038.16x,
MAS2.015

To: Mirza Ali-Muhammad, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun-07

O servant of God! The infinite bounty has manifested with
such radiance that it has illumined East and West with the
light of reality. One effulgence from the Kingdom of the Lumi-
nary of the horizons makes the world bright and radiant, and
one breath from the Abha Paradise makes East and West an
eternal rose garden.

Now that light has cast its rays upon sight and insight and has
guided; it has opened the doors of grace; the angels of divine
confirmation have appeared; they have sung a sweet melody;
hearts have been quickened; souls have become radiant; exis-
tence has become everlasting.

You too have received an abundant share and have attained to
that which is the ultimate hope of the sincere ones. Therefore,
engage in praise and glorification of the Lord of creation and
raise the voice of “there is no God but God” and “God is the
Most Great” to the Kingdom of the Self-Subsisting Lord.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07207

To: Wife of Mirza Sadiq Khan (Laijani), in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun-07

O handmaiden of God! Be confident in the grace of the Lord
and be joyful in the gift of the All-Merciful, for you have sev-
ered the cord of attachment from the world and its people,
and you have become caught in the snare of love for the Kind
Beloved, and you have mingled with the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful like milk and honey. You became free from every
bond until you reached your heart’s desire. Know the value of
this guidance and keep this pearl from the shell of grace pure
and sanctified from the dust of attachment, so that day by day
the exhilaration of the divine wine may increase and the lamp
of guidance may better illuminate. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

Convey the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings to
the handmaiden of God Umm Kulthum.
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AB04049

To: Charlotte E Dizon, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Jun-09

O thou near maidservant of God! Your letter arrived and its
contents were noted. A brief reply is being written.

Praise be to God, the treasure of the Kingdom is present and
prepared, and the divine treasure is manifest like an ocean.
The search for earthly treasures befits the people of the earthly
realm, not the sons and daughters of the Kingdom. In the
Sacred Writings He says that if the loved ones of God reach
a valley of gold and silver, they should pass through it like
lightning flashing from clouds with utmost speed.

The Cause of God has no need of treasures and buried wealth.
The Cause of God requires pure hearts and joyous souls. Guide
Mr. Armand Silver and Mr. A.D. Low to the treasure of
the Kingdom and detach them from earthly treasures so they
may take flight and break into song, and their call may reach
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5 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11536

To: Livania A Levaurd et al., in Portland, OR
Date: 1907-Jun-1/4

The construction of Mashrak-el-Azkar in those regions is of the
utmost importance; is conducive to the attainment of the good
pleasure of the Almighty and the descent of the confirmation
by the Exalted Lord.

SW__vO6#17 p.134x

AB02143

To: Margaret B Peeke
Date: 1907-Jun-15

O thou sign of the Kingdom and the bird singing with the most
wonderful melodies in the Rose-garden of Paradise!

Verily, I have considered the meanings of thy brilliant letter
which was of most eloquent expression and found it overflow-
ing with praise, thanksgiving, sanctification, supplication and
invocation toward the Supreme Kingdom. By my life, it was
like unto a rose-garden adorned with the myrtles of realities
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and truths, where from the pure fragrances emanated and per-
fumed the nostrils and dilated the hearts and souls.

O thou maid-servant of God! Display thou an effort, gird up
the loins of endeavor, dilate thy breast and be thou prepared
for the manifestation of the breaths of the Holy Spirit in thine
heart. By God, the true One, verily, the Holy Spirit confirmeth
every maid-servant who ariseth to spread the fragrances of God,
so that the inhabitants of the whole world cannot overcome her
spiritual strength—for similar things have happened in the past
centuries.

O thou maid-servant of God! Celebrate the praises of God; be-
come thou engaged with His mentioning like unto the tempestu-
ous and roaring torrent rushing down from the mountains and
hills; rend asunder the veils and coverings, so that the shining
lights may become manifest to the eyes, refreshing the hearts
of the righteous ones with the gentle breezes of the flowers of
truth and the sweet fragrance of the dawn of eternity.

O thou maid-servant of God! Verily, the bounties of thy Lord
are great and great in this glorious century and new age; the
confirmations are consecutive and continuous; the rays of the
Sun of Truth are shining and sparking; the stars of guidance
are gleaming and scintillating and the rains of generosity are
falling and flowing! Blessing is upon the one who taketh a
share from this glorious outpouring and receiveth illumination
from this light which is shining forth from the firmament of
ether.

O thou maid-servant of God! Blessed art thou, for the Temple
of the Covenant (Abdul-Baha) hath become manifest to thee
in a dream with incomparable humility and submission toward
God, and that thou hast beheld that countenance overflowing
with yearning, attraction and love toward the Beauty of the
Almighty. Ere long thou shalt witness a great effect through
this observation, whereby the spirit of life will become manifest
in thee, which is now flowing in the veins of the contingent
beings. Then thou shalt behold that which none have seen! At
that time thou shalt fall upon the ground before God the True
One, for He hath favored thee with this most great bounty.

TAB.726-727
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AB00104

To: Baha’is of Kirmanshah, in Kirmanshahan
Date: 1907-Jun-16

O peoples of the world! The Sun of Truth hath risen to il-
lumine the whole earth, and to spiritualize the community of
man. Laudable are the results and the fruits thereof, abundant
the holy evidences deriving from this grace. This is mercy un-
alloyed and purest bounty; it is light for the world and all its
peoples; it is harmony and fellowship, and love and solidarity;
indeed it is compassion and unity, and the end of foreignness;
it is the being at one, in complete dignity and freedom, with
all on earth.

The Blessed Beauty saith: “Ye are all the fruits of one tree, the
leaves of one branch.” Thus hath He likened this world of being
to a single tree, and all its peoples to the leaves thereof, and
the blossoms and fruits. It is needful for the bough to blossom,
and leaf and fruit to flourish, and upon the interconnection of
all parts of the world-tree, dependeth the flourishing of leaf
and blossom, and the sweetness of the fruit.

For this reason must all human beings powerfully sustain one
another and seek for everlasting life; and for this reason must
the lovers of God in this contingent world become the mercies
and the blessings sent forth by that clement King of the seen
and unseen realms. Let them purify their sight and behold
all humankind as leaves and blossoms and fruits of the tree of
being. Let them at all times concern themselves with doing a
kindly thing for one of their fellows, offering to someone love,
consideration, thoughtful help. Let them see no one as their
enemy, or as wishing them ill, but think of all humankind as
their friends; regarding the alien as an intimate, the stranger
as a companion, staying free of prejudice, drawing no lines.

1 In this day, the one favored at the Threshold of the Lord is
he who handeth round the cup of faithfulness; who bestoweth,
even upon his enemies, the jewel of bounty, and lendeth, even
to his fallen oppressor, a helping hand; it is he who will, even
to the fiercest of his foes, be a loving friend. These are the
Teachings of the Blessed Beauty, these the counsels of the Most
Great Name.

5 O ye dear friends! The world is at war and the human race is in
travail and mortal combat. The dark night of hate hath taken
over, and the light of good faith is blotted out. The peoples and
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kindreds of the earth have sharpened their claws, and are hurl-
ing themselves one against the other. It is the very foundation
of the human race that is being destroyed. It is thousands of
households that are vagrant and dispossessed, and every year
seeth thousands upon thousands of human beings weltering in
their lifeblood on dusty battlefields. The tents of life and joy
are down. The generals practice their generalship, boasting of
the blood they shed, competing one with the next in inciting
to violence. “With this sword,” saith one of them, “I beheaded
a people!” And another: “I toppled a nation to the ground!”
And yet another: “I brought a government down!” On such
things do men pride themselves, in such do they glory! Love,
righteousness — these are everywhere censured, while despised
are harmony, and devotion to the truth.

; The Faith of the Blessed Beauty is summoning mankind to

safety and love, to amity and peace; it hath raised up its taber-
nacle on the heights of the earth, and directeth its call to all
nations. Wherefore, O ye who are God’s lovers, know ye the
value of this precious Faith, obey its teachings, walk in this
road that is drawn straight, and show ye this way to the peo-
ple. Lift up your voices and sing out the song of the Kingdom.
Spread far and wide the precepts and counsels of the loving
Lord, so that this world will change into another world, and
this darksome earth will be flooded with light, and the dead
body of mankind will arise and live; so that every soul will ask
for immortality, through the holy breaths of God.

Soon will your swiftly passing days be over, and the fame and
riches, the comforts, the joys provided by this rubbish-heap,
the world, will be gone without a trace. Summon ye, then,
the people to God, and invite humanity to follow the example
of the Company on high. Be ye loving fathers to the orphan,
and a refuge to the helpless, and a treasury for the poor, and
a cure for the ailing. Be ye the helpers of every victim of
oppression, the patrons of the disadvantaged. Think ye at all
times of rendering some service to every member of the human
race. Pay ye no heed to aversion and rejection, to disdain,
hostility, injustice: act ye in the opposite way. Be ye sincerely
kind, not in appearance only. Let each one of God’s loved ones
center his attention on this: to be the Lord’s mercy to man;
to be the Lord’s grace. Let him do some good to every person
whose path he crosseth, and be of some benefit to him. Let
him improve the character of each and all, and reorient the
minds of men. In this way, the light of divine guidance will
shine forth, and the blessings of God will cradle all mankind:
for love is light, no matter in what abode it dwelleth; and hate
is darkness, no matter where it may make its nest. O friends
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of God! That the hidden Mystery may stand revealed, and
the secret essence of all things may be disclosed, strive ye to
banish that darkness for ever and ever.

SWAB#001, BSW#11.08x, BSW#16.03x, ROL.051-055
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DAUD.15

ABO01104

To: Edwin Fisher, in Stuttgart
Date: 1907-Jun-16

O son of the Kingdom! Mr. Wilhelm had permission to attain
the presence one year ago. Now wisdom did not require your
presence. Come next year.

Regarding your writing about an assistant for yourself, we are
thinking about it and God willing it will be arranged.

O faithful servant of God! As you wrote, man should see short-
comings in himself, not in others. Rather, he should cover
others’ faults and seek out perfections in every soul, not im-
perfections. He should speak of their perfections, not their
faults and deficiencies. I see perfection in you, not defect, and
observe praiseworthy qualities, not the opposite.

Regarding the eating of animal flesh and abstinence therefrom,
know thou of a certainty that, in the beginning of creation, God
determined the food of every living being, and to eat contrary
to that determination is not approved. For instance, beasts
of prey, such as the wolf, lion and leopard, are endowed with
ferocious, tearing instruments, such as hooked talons and claws.
From this it is evident that the food of such beasts is meat. If
they were to attempt to graze, their teeth would not cut the
grass, neither could they chew the cud, for they do not have
molars. Likewise, God hath given to the four-footed grazing
animals such teeth as reap the grass like a sickle, and from
this we understand that the food of these species of animal is
vegetable. They cannot chase and hunt down other animals.
The falcon hath a hooked beak and sharp talons; the hooked
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beak preventeth him from grazing, therefore his food is also
meat.

But now coming to man, we see he hath neither hooked teeth
nor sharp nails or claws, nor teeth like iron sickles. From this it
becometh evident and manifest that the food of man is cereals
and fruit. Some of the teeth of man are like millstones to
grind the grain, and some are sharp to cut the fruit. Therefore
he is not in need of meat, nor is he obliged to eat it. Even
without eating meat he would live with the utmost vigour and
energy. For example, the community of the Brahmins in India
do not eat meat; notwithstanding this they are not inferior
to other nations in strength, power, vigour, outward senses or
intellectual virtues. Truly, the killing of animals and the eating

of their meat is somewhat contrary to pity and compassion,
and if one can content oneself with cereals, fruit, oil and nuts,

such as pistachios, almonds and so on, it would undoubtedly
be better and more pleasing.
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To: Baha’is of Iran, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun-20

I call upon Thee, O my God, with my heart, my tongue, my
spirit and my soul, and I commune with Thee in the depth
of midnight’s darkness, while Thou seest tears streaming from
mine eyes and my heart burning with the fire of sighs, from the
intensity of deprivation and the pain of separation. O Lord!
Thou hast proffered the cup of bounty to the lovers and made
them drunk with the wine of sacrifice in their longing for the
scenes of Thy glory, yet Thou hast deprived me of that draught

and left me lifeless, with spirit and consciousness extinguished,

in the realm of contingent being.
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How long, O my merciful Lord, shall this anguish and grief
persist, this remoteness and yearning continue? How long wilt
Thou leave me in this earthly life and deprive me of nearness
to Thy great mercy? Wilt Thou not raise me unto Thee with
my blood shed, my body cast upon the dust, my hair reddened
with blood, my throat cut, my limbs severed by the swords of
tyranny, my spirit drawn to the most glorious Kingdom?

O Lord, O Lord! The birds have returned to their nests, and
souls to the assembly of mysteries; eyes have been gladdened
by beholding the lights in the gathering of reunion through
ascension to the supreme horizon. Yet I know not why I am
afflicted with separation despite the intense fire of longing and
my cry for Thy Kingdom of splendor. This can only be due to
my grave errors, my great disobedience, my many sins, and my
deep absorption in that which keeps me distant and prevents
me from soaring to the unseen realm of possibility.

O Lord! Proffer me these cups, deliver me from the desolation
of souls, and raise me to Thy luminous threshold in the world
of light and glory, that I may attain unto reunion, be saved
from remoteness, and that my heart may overflow with love
and faithfulness in the scene of sacrifice. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower, and verily Thou art the
Giving, the Forgiving, the Ever-Relenting.

My God, my God! The hearts of the loved ones have overflowed
with devotion, the souls of the servants have become good
through Thy bounty, the breasts of the chosen ones have been
dilated through the outpourings of the most glorious Kingdom,
and the spirits have rejoiced in that Thou hast fulfilled Thy
promise and kept Thy covenant, exalted Thy Word through-
out the earth, raised the call in all regions, illumined faces with
the light of guidance, and caused tongues to speak Thy praise
in great assemblies, whereupon the cry has ascended from the
supreme gatherings to Thy most exalted dominion. Then did
hearts throb and become attracted, souls became harmonious
and submitted, voices were hushed in awe before Thy glory,
and spirits rejoiced and were made to quaff the wine of under-
standing and the pure drink of certitude.

i Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having created these realities

that derive light from the Sun of Truth in these beauteous gar-
dens. O God! Make this divine company and heavenly congre-
gation Thy greatest signs among all people, deriving knowledge
from Thy most beautiful names, walking in Thy most excellent
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way, speaking the mysteries Thou hast deposited in the reali-
ties of all things, raising up Thy Cause in all regions, relating
Thy greatest favor, and recounting the tales of Thy resplendent
gift that shines from the dayspring of eternity. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower, and verily, Thou
art the Generous, the Kind, the Powerful, the Most Exalted.

O friends of God and helpers of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to
God that the explicit prophecies of the Most Holy Book are
fulfilled and witnessed, and the mighty structure is established.
The throne of sovereignty is adorned by a just monarch, and
the crown of dominion is beautified by a perfect ruler. The
light of progress has dawned, and the hand of divine power has
raised the pavilion of just governance. The beloved sovereign is
crowned, and the successful monarch is seated upon the throne
of Persian rule. This felicitous accession has become the cause
of joy to the wanderers, and this crown and diadem the source
of gladness to the hopeful. Therefore, the friends of God must,
in accordance with the divine texts, demonstrate the utmost
obedience and goodwill, and show complete submission and
loyalty to the government. They must offer thanksgiving to the
All-Merciful. The promised prophecy is fulfilled and manifest,
and the zealous king has appeared in glory. We hope that the
country will become illumined and the realm will become a
paradise of delight, and Iran will become a supreme paradise.
May the fame of the sovereign’s justice spread throughout the
world, and the cry of praise and glory reach the zenith. May the
brilliant nation progress, the just government expand, ancient
glory reappear, and age-old majesty adorn the face of the earth.
May morals be reformed, opinions be approved, and the divine
bounty be perfected.

O divine friends! It is heard that certain immature ones in Iran
are establishing secret societies and interfering in political af-
fairs, forming various groups and guiding people to join these
associations. The friends of God must, by the decisive text
of the Lord, abstain from such matters and completely avoid
them. They must neither align themselves with any society in
political affairs, nor become intimate with any group. Rather,
they must strive day and night so that morals may be trans-
formed and thoughts reformed, vices may vanish and virtues
appear, the foundation of hatred and enmity may be destroyed,
unity and harmony may raise their pavilion, and the oneness
of mankind may adorn itself in utmost glory and beauty. May
souls become celestial and hearts divine, and when these boun-
ties are achieved, imperfections will naturally vanish and true
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glory and happiness will be attained in all degrees. This is
the foundation and basis, and an imperishable structure, and
when these principles are achieved, the branches will assuredly
perfect themselves.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Splendor, O people of
Baha, O people of fidelity, O ye chosen ones who are confirmed
by a power from the Most Glorious Kingdom.

O faithful friends! If painful events ever occur in the Holy
Land, you must absolutely not become disturbed or distressed,
perturbed or saddened, for whatever occurs will cause the ex-
altation of the Word of God and the diffusion of the divine
fragrances. Stand firm and engage in serving the Cause of God
with the utmost steadfastness. The Holy Land is disturbed by
the intense corruption of the Covenant-breakers.
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To: Charles Greenleaf, in Chicago
Date: 1907-Jun-21

O thou who art attracted to God! May God assist thee! I
beseech the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting to confirm thee
in diffusing the spirit of life throughout all things, to expand
thy breast through the hidden mystery and concealed symbol
in the Torah, Gospel and Psalms, that thou mayest arise to
give the greatest glad tidings in those regions and parts, and
appear with penetrating power in the realities of things, and
that thy face may shine among the beloved, and thy tongue
may flow like a torrent in the great gatherings, and the Holy
Spirit may confirm thee in the great assemblies - when thou
purifies thy face for God and cleansest thy heart for God and
sacrificest for thy Lord thy spirit, thy being, thy soul and thy
heart until there remaineth no thought, no remembrance, no
sound, no whisper save “O Thou Glory of the Most Glorious!”
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Leave the souls, abandon affairs, detach thyself for God and be
filled with the spirit of life, guide to salvation, and perfume the
nostrils with holy fragrances wafting from the Most Glorious
Kingdom. By the life of Baha! Whosoever is filled with the
love of Baha and forgets all things - the Holy Spirit breathes
into his mouth and the spirit of life into his heart, the lights of
verses shine from his face, words scatter like strings of pearls
from his mouth, and he heals ills and sickness by the touch of
his hand. And upon thee be glory!

Convey my greetings to thy beloved son Albert. I beseech God
to make him a lamp diffusing brilliant lights in the gatherings
of the loved ones of God. And convey greetings and affec-
tion to that daughter of the Kingdom, firm in the Covenant,
speaking forth the effulgence of the lights of her Loving Lord -
thy respected wife Greenleaf. I supplicate God to illumine her
face with the lights of confirmation in those parts. Likewise
convey my love to beloved Leslie Greenleaf, whom I love with
all my heart, for I hope this tender, fresh, verdant and flour-
ishing branch will grow through an outpouring flow from the
Kingdom of God.

SW_ v14#09 p.263, SW_ vO8+#18 p.233, BSTW#176, BSTW#182
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To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun-22

O thou harbinger of the Covenant! The letter that thou hast
written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was considered and its contents
were read carefully. In the past few years, when the Holy Land
was in utmost turmoil, no response was sent to some of thy
letters, however, all your letters of the past year have been
answered and also for whomsoever thou hast requested a letter,
a special communication was written and sent. It seems that
some have not arrived, which is very surprising. Therefore,
from now on, enter thou the date and a number on the top
of each letter and this Servant will also date and number the
responses so that the truth of the matter is made manifest unto
thy honor, which is, that all thine letters are duly answered.
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2 Thou hast written concerning the upheaval in the land of Ta.
This upheaval hath been mentioned explicitly and clearly in the
holy tablets, eventually however, stability will prevail and calm
and tranquility will be realized and peace of mind achieved,
the throne of the kingship be firmly established with utmost
majesty and the horizon of Persia will be illumined with the
splendor of the king’s justice.

Grieve ye not and despair not! Counsel the friends of God to
obey, and act with submissiveness and truthfulness, and be the
well-wishers of the monarch, for in accordance with the decisive
divine Text, the friends are required to do so. Beware, beware,
lest any of the beloved friends meddle in the political affairs,
or say a word to this effect. According to the explicit divine
Text, the friends of God should play no part in political affairs,
rather the path of all should be the refinement of characters,
the development of souls, unification of all people under the
one true faith of God, love, compassion, unity and harmony,
and the dissemination of waves of spiritual power amongst the
people of the world.

Reports have reached us that some Bayanis, that is the fol-
lowers of Mirza Yahya, have interfered in political affairs and
continue to do so. Gracious God! Our ill-wishers have used this
pretext in their social gatherings and assemblages and claim
that the Baha’is have opinions, thoughts, and interests in po-
litical matters, notwithstanding that the Bayanis are fierce en-
emies of the Baha’is, a fact that all the people of Persia know;
then how can they fairly ascribe the deeds, words and thoughts
of the former to the latter? Glorified art Thou! This verily is
a grievous accusation. Heed not such statements and explain
with utmost sincerity the truth of the matter to the friends
and foes alike and quote the explicit verses of God, make clear
and manifest the conduct and demeanor of this Prisoner, and
exert yourselves whole-heartedly, by day and by night, to be
well-wishers of his majesty the King, and ardently supplicate
God that his majesty be graciously aided in all of his efforts so
that he may become the cause of eternal glory for Persia and
the Persians.

The gracious intentions of his majesty the Sovereign is appar-
ent and evident, however, a few fickle minds have imagined
that shattering the influence of the monarchy will bring glory
to the nation. Alas! Alas! What ignorance is this and what
eternal idiocy? The majesty of kingship is the means of glory
for the nation, and the influence of the government will ensure
protection of the populace; however it should go hand in hand
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AB01483

with Justice. His majesty the King is, praised be God, an ac-
complished person, he is the embodiment of justice and reason,
and distinguished for his forbearance. Therefore all must rise
with magnanimity and strive for that which is conducive to the
establishment of a powerful government, a mighty monarchy,
a potent order, a flourishing country and a progressive nation.

; The Risaliy-i-Siyasiyyih® was composed fourteen years ago and

handwritten by Mishkin Qalam; it was published in India and
has been distributed. That treatise can certainly be found in
Tihran, a copy is sent to you so that you may share it with
all the people, inasmuch as that which result in hardships and
dissention and mischief are explained clearly in that treatise.
In it, the sacred rights of the government, the legitimate rights
of the governed, the connection between the statesmen and
their subjects and the relationship between the ruler and the
ruled and the mechanism of operation between the manager
and the managed are clearly laid down. This verily is the path
and the attitude of these wayfarers, and this is the manner and
the demeanor of these wronged ones.

Salutation rest upon them that have followed the pathway of
guidance.
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AB01483

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jun-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received, and likewise the printed copies en-
closed therewith. Thou art indeed showing the utmost effort,
and this causeth joy. The circulation of these papers in those
regions will enlighten the friends so they may know how their
conduct and behavior should be and what thoughts and opin-
ions are fitting.

Regarding the matter thou didst write about - that the oppo-
nents aim to accuse the Baha’is - glory be to God! Could such
a calumny be possible? No, by God! For according to the

5AB00011.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

olg, » b !
e s b gy g tasl
P Sl Ol daadls Ol tae sk
RLC TS WO AN N
bl oDl caw GBI Olys Gl
el al afs Sk s Gy § Wl

Al 6 L KG)
b Oldls Aoy 035 pds & Gdi
Ol 3l o 1y 0Ll & Ol e
Ay Y Gl s ) e ciSe LT A

181


https://www.bahai.org/r/815660795
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-89.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-446.html
https://oceanoflights.org/file/Publications-02_06.pdf#page=13

Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB01483

decisive sacred texts we are commanded to obey the present
government and we have absolutely no involvement in political
affairs and express no opinions thereon. We are commanded
to spiritual matters which pertain to the realm of morals and
conduct. We have no quarrel with anyone and no dispute with
any soul. We are commanded to strive with the utmost one-
ness, love, harmony and fellowship with all the governments
and peoples of the world, nay even with individual souls.

4 But what can we do when ill-wishers lie in ambush and mer-
ciless hunters who have neither religion nor conscience seek
pretexts and make no distinction between Baha’is and Babis?
It is heard that several Yahyayi Babis are in league with the op-
posers and are involved in affairs. When these Yahyayi Babis,
who are the enemies of the Baha’is, commit any shameful act,
they accuse the Baha'is, and the ill-wishers cry out that all are
corrupt. But the truth will not remain hidden - it must surely
become evident and manifest.

5 Therefore do not tremble at these calumnies, but rather follow
the sacred texts by obeying the government and serving His Im-
perial Majesty with the utmost sincerity and trustworthiness.
Do not utter a single word about political matters and do not
seek fellowship or association with any person involved therein.
Call all to obedience and submission to His Imperial Majesty
the just sovereign, for this illustrious personage is mentioned in
the Great Announcement that he would become crowned and
sovereign, and he is assisted and confirmed, victorious and tri-
umphant according to the explicit text of the Most Holy Book
- and this statement sufficeth the worlds.

6 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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AB11661

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Bombay
Date: 1907-Jun-29

O herald of the Covenant! Your detailed letter dated 18
Jamadi’l-Avval 1325 was received and carefully read. The
ascension of the honored Sadru’s-Sudur truly caused hearts to
grieve and breasts to be rent asunder. Hearts were inflamed,
eyes wept, sorrow encompassed all, and anguish and regret
prevailed. The fire of grief blazed so intensely that heart and
soul were set aflame, and the lamentations of longtime friends
reached the highest heaven. He was truly a great personage
- noble and distinguished, eminent and excellent. He was
an expounder of proofs and evidences, and an establisher of
divine arguments and demonstrations. He trained children
who today are distinguished, independent, and intimate with
divine mysteries. It was destined that that trustworthy
soul should ascend to the luminous Kingdom. Therefore
lamentation is of no avail. We have no recourse but to grasp
the cord of patience that is severed, to show fortitude in the
consuming fire, and to persist in shedding flowing tears.

Regarding the correspondence of His Honor ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar
that you mentioned - during the days when the Holy Land was
in great turmoil due to the arrival of the Commission of Inves-
tigation, letters remained unanswered. But afterwards, all let-
ters received from His Honor ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar were answered.
Even letters requested for others were written and sent. Even
regarding the superintendent’s intervention, a detailed prayer
was written and sent. It is strange that they did not arrive.
All the letters written to you were read, and instructions were
sent before the questions and letters arrived, and surely they
have reached you by now. Regarding the stipend, it was also
written to the Trustee, and regarding correspondence with the
Nayibu’s-Saltanih, write in a very agreeable manner.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Study guide to this volume

The first half of 1907 was a period of mounting political pressure in both Iran and the Ottoman
Empire: the Iranian Constitutional Revolution was approaching its crisis, and the growing Young
Turk movement would release ‘Abdu’l-Baha from his imprisonment the following year. This vol-
ume reflects these turbulent conditions while remaining, characteristically, oriented toward the
interior life of the community. Its most important doctrinal document, AB00252, answers a con-
troversy in New York over whether ‘Abdu’l-Baha should be identified with the returned Christ,
settling the question with both theological precision and spiritual urgency: “words were abrogated
and meanings became manifest—the time of metaphors has passed and reality has dawned forth.”
This declaration—that the Baha'i era is characterized by the embodiment of truth rather than
its symbolization—organizes many other pieces in the volume. AB00059 on the three wisdoms of
fasting, AB03269 on the meaning of “He is God,” AB05412 on the Apostles’ speaking in tongues,
and AB04716 on the Nineteen Day Feast all interpret inherited religious forms—Christian, Islamic,
Buddhist—by drawing out their inner meaning while transcending their outer shell. AB05052, ad-
dressing one of the first African-descended believers in America, offers the striking image of the
black pupil of the eye as the source of light, giving the Baha’i principle of racial unity its most
poetically condensed expression in this period. Together these texts present a Faith that has moved
from the age of anticipation and symbol into the age of actualization.

The Center of the Covenant: Servitude as the Highest Station

Key Passages

As for me: My name is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my being is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my attributes are
‘Abdu’l-Baha, my reality is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my praise is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for servitude to
the Blessed Beauty is my glorious crown and service to all humanity is my perpetual
religion. Through the bounty and favor of the Blessed Beauty, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the
banner of the Most Great Peace that waves in the supreme heights, and through the
gift of the Greatest Name, he is the lamp of universal peace that shines with the light
of the love of God. — ABO00252

O friends of God! With the appearance of the Blessed Beauty, words were abrogated and
meanings became manifest. The time of metaphors has passed and reality has dawned
forth. Servitude must become embodied, love personified, spirituality visualized, and
divine qualities realized. We must become the cause of life and grant salvation to the
heedless. We must call souls to human perfections and guide nations to unity and

185



Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun) Appendix

oneness. We must uproot the foundation of estrangement and make all friends and
familiar ones. — AB00252

O friends of God! Beware, beware of discord, for through discord the divine foundation
is destroyed, and through the winds of disagreement the blessed tree remains fruitless.
The garden of unity withers from the cold winter of conflicting thoughts, and the fire
of the love of God grows cold. — AB00252

Context for Study

ABO00252 is one of the pivotal self-definitional documents in the entire Baha’i corpus, written
in response to a genuine controversy within the New York community. The controversy itself
is historically significant: within two decades of the Faith’s entry into the West, a section of
the community had already developed a Christological interpretation of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s station,
identifying him with the returned Christ of Christian prophecy. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response is at
once a firm denial and a deeper affirmation: he is not Christ, he is ‘Abdu’l-Baha—and this is
not a lesser thing but precisely the station he has been given. The word “servitude” (‘ubudiyyat)
carries enormous theological weight in Islamic and Baha’i thought: it is the highest attainment of
the human soul before God, the station in which the individual will has become perfectly aligned
with divine will. The prophet-slave of God in the Qur’an (‘abdu-llah, servant of God) is the
paradigmatic human station; calling oneself servant of Baha is to claim the same orientation toward
Baha’u’llah that the Prophets had toward God. The declaration that “words were abrogated and
meanings became manifest” is the volume’s organizing principle: the age of symbol, metaphor,
and anticipation—the Babi and earlier dispensations—has given way to an age of actualization
in which the community itself must embody what scripture formerly described. This raises the
stakes of community life to an eschatological level: every act of love, unity, and service becomes an
enactment of the Day of God.

Questions for Reflection

1. The declaration that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s “name is ‘Abdu’l-Baha,” “being is ‘Abdu’l-Baha,” “re-
ality is ‘Abdu’l-Baha” is a form of complete self-identification with a function. What does
it mean for a person’s entire being to be identified with a function—*“servant”—rather than
with a status?

2. The claim that “words were abrogated and meanings became manifest” proposes a qualitative
distinction between the Baha’i era and all previous religious dispensations. How does this
relate to Christian theology’s claim that Christ fulfills and transcends the law and prophets
(Matthew 5:17), and to Islamic claims about the Qur’an completing and correcting previous
revelations?

3. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s equating of “discord” with the destruction of the “divine foundation”
compare with Paul’s account of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) and with the Qur’anic
insistence on i‘tisam (holding fast together to the rope of God)?

4. The letter was prompted by a messianic identification of ‘Abdu’l-Baha with the returned
Christ. What does this episode reveal about the dynamics of messianic expectation in newly
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formed religious communities? What structural features of the early Western Baha'i commu-
nity made this identification likely?

5. What would it mean in practice for “servitude to become embodied, love personified, spiritu-
ality visualized”? How does this demand differ from the call to moral improvement within
other religious traditions?

The Wisdom of Fasting: Material Symbol of Spiritual Truth

Key Passages

There are two kinds of fast: material and spiritual. The material fast consists in abstain-
ing from food and drink, that is, refraining from satisfying the physical appetites. But
the true and spiritual fast is for man to forsake covetous desires, heedlessness, and evil
and animalistic attributes. The material fast is therefore a symbol of that spiritual fast.
It is like saying: “O Divine Providence! As I am abstaining from bodily desires and
from all occupation with food and drink, even so purify and sanctify my heart from the
love of anyone save Thyself, and shield and protect my soul from corrupt inclinations
and satanic qualities, that my spirit may commune with the breaths of holiness and fast
from the mention of all else besides Thee.” — ABO00059

In the days when He Who is the Dayspring of the Sun of Truth engages, through divine
inspiration, in revealing the verses of God, in establishing His religion, and in setting
forth His teachings, He is so enraptured and enkindled as to find no time for food or
drink. For example, when Moses went up to Mount Sinai to establish the religion of
God, He fasted for forty days; and fasting was therefore enjoined upon the Israelites
to awaken and admonish them. Likewise Christ, at the beginning of the foundation of
His divine religion, disregarded for forty days all physical necessities and refrained from
food and drink. — AB00059

The second wisdom is that fasting is conducive to spiritual awareness. One’s heart grows
more tender, one’s spirituality is increased, and as a result one’s thoughts become purely
focused on the remembrance of God. Such awareness and awakening leads inexorably
to spiritual progress. — ABO00059

Context for Study

ABO00059’s treatment of fasting is a masterwork of comparative religious hermeneutics: it reads
the fasting practices of Moses, Christ, Muhammad, the Bab, and Baha’u’llah as five instances
of a single spiritual law, and then derives from this pattern the meaning of the Baha’i fast for
the wider community. The move from the exemplary fast of the Manifestation to the obligatory
fast of the community is made explicit: “loved ones aspire to whatever condition their beloved is
experiencing.” This is a theology of imitatio (imitation of the beloved) rather than sacramentum
(ritual participation in a sacred event), but it produces a similar outcome: the believer’s fast is
participatory in the founding moment of the revelation. The three wisdoms offered—imitation of
the Manifestation’s rapt state, cultivation of spiritual awareness, and the symbolic representation of
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the inner fast from selfish desire—correspond to the three levels of religious meaning that classical
hermeneutics identifies: literal (mimetic), spiritual (psychological), and symbolic (allegorical). The
insistence that the material fast is a “symbol” of the spiritual fast does not diminish its importance;
rather, the physical act of refraining from food is the outward sign of an inward orientation, and
performing the outward sign without the inward reality produces exactly the kind of “empty husk”
religion that ‘Abdu’l-Baha criticized in other contexts. The connection between rapt revelation
and abstinence from food recalls Elijah’s forty-day fast (1 Kings 19:8), the Qur’an’s revelation
in Ramadan, and the Christian understanding of the Lenten fast as preparation for the Easter
mystery.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha offers three distinct theological rationales for fasting: imitation of the Man-
ifestation, cultivation of spiritual awareness, and symbolic representation of the inner fast.
How do these three rationales complement each other, and which do you find most spiritually
compelling?

2. The argument that fasting practices across traditions—Moses, Christ, Muhammad, the Bab,
Baha’u’llah—instantiate a single spiritual law is an argument for the unity of religious prac-
tice beneath doctrinal diversity. How persuasive is this argument, and where might it be
challenged?

3. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s threefold typology of fasting’s purpose with the Eastern Orthodox
understanding of the Lenten fast as preparation for Pascha, and with the Islamic under-
standing of Ramadan as the month of the Qur’an’s revelation. What is similar and what is
distinctive in each?

4. The claim that fasting makes “the heart grow more tender” and “spirituality increase” is a
psychological claim as well as a theological one. How might contemporary psychology engage
with this claim?

5. How does the distinction between the material fast (from food) and the spiritual fast (from
covetous desire and heedlessness) illuminate the relationship between religious practice and
inner transformation more broadly?

The Unknowable God and the Tongue of the Kingdom

Key Passages

Thus for man there is no path to tread and no place to turn save unto the holy Mani-
festations. For, as already mentioned, the reality of Divinity is transcendent, sanctified,
and beyond all imagination. All that can be imagined are the holy and divine Manifes-
tations. There is nowhere else for man to direct his gaze, and should he pass beyond
this he will fall prey to delusion. Thus what is meant by the words “He is God” is that
that manifest Being is the promised Beauty and the Day-Star of Truth, the Exponent of
the secrets of Lordship and Divinity, the Repository of the mysteries of the All-Merciful,
and the Source of the signs of His Singleness. — AB03269
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The meaning is that the Apostles taught in a spiritual tongue, a tongue that embraces
all tongues. For the Word of the Kingdom comprises spiritual meanings and divine
mysteries, and whoso attains to this Word will find the realities and mysteries of creation
to be clear and evident. The divine inner meanings are the all-encompassing reality of
all tongues. — ABO05412

Therefore, the Holy Spirit endowed the Apostles with the tongue of the Kingdom, and
they spoke with all peoples as if in their own tongue; that is, whenever they conversed
with a person of any faith or nation, it was as though they were speaking his own
tongue. It is, however, well established that the Gospel was written only in Hebrew and
in Greek. No Gospel was even written in Latin, though that was at the time the official
language of the land. — ABO05412

Context for Study

AB03269 and AB05412 address, from complementary angles, the problem of divine communication
in a world where the divine Essence is inaccessible. AB03269 extends the apophatic argument of
ABO01117 (from Volume 135) to a specifically liturgical context: the phrase “He is God” that opens
every Baha'’i tablet does not refer to an imagined being but to the Manifestation of God himself—
the only legitimate focus of human knowledge of the divine. This is a bold interpretive move that
prevents the formula from hardening into an abstract theological claim and keeps it anchored in the
concrete reality of the Manifestation. AB05412’s interpretation of the Pentecost narrative is equally
striking: speaking in tongues is reinterpreted from a miraculous mastery of foreign languages into
a spiritual capacity to address the inner reality of each person in the language that matches their
deepest need. The textual evidence cited—that no Gospel was written in Latin despite Latin
being the official language of the empire—is a characteristically empirical argument for a spiritual
conclusion: the Apostles did not actually master all the languages of the world; what they had was
something deeper, a tongue that addressed the qalb (heart) of every person. This interpretation
resonates with the Qur’anic claim that every Prophet was sent “in the language of his people”
(Qur’an 14:4)—meaning the language of their spiritual condition, not merely their vernacular—and
with the mystic tradition of the lughat al-hal (language of spiritual state) in Sufi poetry.

Questions for Reflection

1. AB03269 argues that the phrase “He is God” refers to the Manifestation of God rather than
to the divine Essence. What does this interpretive move accomplish theologically, and what
risks does it raise regarding the boundaries between the Manifestation and God?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s interpretation of Pentecost (speaking in tongues as a spiritual ca-
pacity) with the Pentecostal interpretation (a literal miracle of xenoglossy) and with the
scholarly linguistic interpretation (ecstatic speech). What are the theological implications of
each reading?

3. The argument from the absence of a Latin Gospel is a philological point deployed in the
service of a mystical claim. How does this kind of textual argument function within Baha’i
hermeneutics? Where else does ‘Abdu’l-Baha deploy similar historical-critical reasoning in
the service of spiritual interpretation?
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4. The “tongue of the Kingdom” that speaks to the inner reality of every person regardless of
their language or culture is a remarkable concept. How does this relate to the Baha’i teaching
on the diversity of languages as a blessing rather than a curse, and to the project of a universal
auxiliary language?

5. If the Word of the Kingdom “comprises spiritual meanings and divine mysteries,” what does
this imply about the conditions under which scripture can be properly understood? Who has
the capacity to hear this Word?

Race, Light, and the Black Pupil of the Eye

Key Passages

Render thanks to the Lord that among that race thou art the first believer, that thou
hast engaged in spreading sweet-scented breezes, and hast arisen to guide others. It is
my hope that through the bounties and favours of the Abha Beauty thy countenance
may be illumined, thy disposition pleasing, and thy fragrance diffused, that thine eyes
may be seeing, thine ears attentive, thy tongue eloquent, thy heart filled with supreme
glad-tidings, and thy soul refreshed by divine fragrances, so that thou mayest arise
among that race and occupy thyself with the edification of the people, and become
filled with light. — ABO05052

Although the pupil of the eye is black, it is the source of light. Thou shalt likewise be.
The disposition should be bright, not the appearance. — AB05052

O maidservant of God, convey ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s love and longing to the friends in Wash-
ington. I always ask God that the lights of the Kingdom may shine more brightly day
by day in Washington and that region may become more illumined. Convey respectful
greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Mr. and Mrs. Neikirt, Mr. and Mrs. Hoford, Miss
Nilgar Winkelman, Elizabeth Follins, Farrow and her daughter, Fanny Hagner and the
black friends. — ABI12116

Context for Study

ABO05052 is one of the most poetically compressed statements on race in the entire Baha’i corpus of
this period. Written to the first African-descended believer in a community that was overwhelmingly
white and Persian, it accomplishes several things simultaneously: it honors the specific historical
significance of this person’s belief (being first within a community carries great weight in Baha’i
theology, as the Letters of the Living demonstrated), it locates the source of his potential influence
in his spiritual qualities rather than in his social status, and it offers the image of the black pupil
as a direct reversal of the dominant cultural symbolism that equated darkness with ignorance
and weakness. The eye’s pupil—the darkest part of the visual organ—is precisely the aperture
through which light enters: without it, the eye sees nothing. This image does not merely declare
formal equality; it declares that the one who has been marginalized by cultural prejudice occupies a
structurally essential position. The instruction to guide “that race” carries both a commission and
a hope: this person is to function as a representative figure, a pioneer, whose influence can shape
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the Baha’i community’s relationship with the African-American population at a time when racial
segregation was rigidly enforced in American society (1907). AB12116’s casual inclusion of “the
black friends” in a list of named individuals greeted by ‘Abdu’l-Baha is itself historically significant:
they are named alongside and equal to the other friends, integrated into the community’s social
fabric.

Questions for Reflection

1. The pupil-of-the-eye image reverses the conventional cultural association of darkness with
weakness or ignorance. How does this reversal function as a theological argument about race,
and how does it differ from merely asserting formal equality?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses this believer as the first of “that race” to embrace the Faith, giving
him a pioneer’s historical significance. How does the category of “first believer” function in
Baha’i community theology, and what obligations and honors does it carry?

3. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s approach to the African-American community in 1907 with Paul’s
“there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Where do these visions converge, and where do
the specific historical contexts of each require different approaches?

4. The instruction that “the disposition should be bright, not the appearance” privileges inner
character over outer identity. How does this principle relate to contemporary discussions of
racial identity and systemic racism, where structural conditions are often beyond individual
control of “disposition”?

5. AB12116 includes “the black friends” as named recipients of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s greetings within
a list of other named individuals. What does this small textual detail reveal about the social
vision being enacted in the early American Baha’i community?

The Nineteen Day Feast and the Formation of Sacred Community

Key Passages

This festivity, which is held on a day of the nineteen-day month, was established by His
Holiness the Bab, and the Blessed Beauty directed, confirmed, and warmly encouraged
the holding of it. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance. Let the beloved of God
gather together and associate most lovingly and spiritually and happily with one another,
conducting themselves with the greatest courtesy and self-restraint. Let them read the
holy verses, as well as essays which are of benefit, and the letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha;
encourage and inspire one another to love each and all; chant the prayers with serenity
and joy; give eloquent talks; and praise the matchless Lord. — AB04716

If the Feast is befittingly held, in the manner described, then this supper will verily be
the Lord’s Supper, for its fruits will be the very fruits of that Supper, and its influence
the same. — AB04716
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Meetings organized with the utmost holiness and piety, wherein those who are present
engage in the mention and thought of God, and wherein the verses of Oneness are
chanted and the prayers of the Threshold of the Lord of Verses are offered and the
exhortations and counsels of the Blessed Beauty recited, such meetings are illumined,
spiritual, divine and heavenly. They are the means of training the world of humanity.
— AB01892

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s instructions for the Nineteen Day Feast in AB04716 constitute the most detailed
guidance on this gathering in this period, and they are remarkable for the density of functions they
assign to a single institution. The Feast must simultaneously be a liturgical event (holy verses,
prayers, letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha), a pedagogical gathering (essays of benefit, eloquent talks), a
social celebration (the host serving the guests with his own hands, “complete self-effacement”),
and—if conducted rightly—a participation in the Lord’s Supper of the Christian dispensation. The
last claim is theologically significant: ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not dismiss the Christian sacramental
tradition but claims that the Feast, when rightly conducted, achieves the same spiritual fruits. The
“fruits” of the Lord’s Supper in Christian theology are union with Christ and with the community;
the fruits of the Feast, as described in AB01892, are the formation of spiritually illumined human
beings capable of training the world of humanity. The two descriptions are not identical, but they
share the structure of a communal gathering whose proper conduct produces transformation at the
individual, communal, and civilizational levels. The comparison with the Lord’s Supper also reflects
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s characteristic hermeneutical method of reading Christian forms as pointing toward
a fulfillment that Baha'u’llah’s revelation has now made possible. AB04716’s brief remarks on
Buddha and Confucius—praising both while redirecting attention to the Blessed Beauty—illustrate
the same method applied to the Asian religious traditions.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Nineteen Day Feast is described as simultaneously liturgical, pedagogical, and social.
How does this integration of functions compare with the Sabbath meal in Jewish tradition,
with the Christian Eucharist, and with the Islamic Jumu‘a (Friday prayer)?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha claims that the Feast, rightly conducted, produces “the very fruits” of the Lord’s
Supper. What theological claim does this make about the relationship between the Christian
sacramental tradition and the Baha’i devotional one?

3. The instruction that “the host, with complete self-effacement, showing kindness to all, must
be a comfort to each one and serve the friends with his own hands” assigns a specific spiritual
discipline to the role of hospitality. What does this teach about the relationship between
service and community formation?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s brief response on Buddha and Confucius—praising them while redirecting
attention to the present—models a particular way of engaging with the founders of other
traditions. How does this approach compare with exclusivist, inclusivist, and pluralist ap-
proaches in the theology of religions?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 192



Vol. 137: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part I (Jan-Jun) Appendix

5. AB01892 describes sacred meetings as “the means of training the world of humanity.” What
does it mean for a small local gathering to be the means of something so cosmically large?
How do local and global scales of transformation connect in this vision?

Persia’s Upheaval and the Baha’i Political Stance

Key Passages

Thou hast written concerning the upheaval in the land of Ta. This upheaval hath been
mentioned explicitly and clearly in the holy tablets, eventually however, stability will
prevail and calm and tranquility will be realized and peace of mind achieved, the throne
of the kingship be firmly established with utmost majesty and the horizon of Persia will
be illumined with the splendor of the king’s justice. — AB00412

Beware, beware, lest any of the beloved friends meddle in the political affairs, or say a
word to this effect. According to the explicit divine Text, the friends of God should play
no part in political affairs, rather the path of all should be the refinement of characters,
the development of souls, unification of all people under the one true faith of God,
love, compassion, unity and harmony, and the dissemination of waves of spiritual power
amongst the people of the world. — AB00412

The majesty of kingship is the means of glory for the nation, and the influence of the
government will ensure protection of the populace; however it should go hand in hand
with Justice. Therefore all must rise with magnanimity and strive for that which is
conducive to the establishment of a powerful government, a mighty monarchy, a potent
order, a flourishing country and a progressive nation. — AB00412

Context for Study

ABO00412, written during the Iranian Constitutional Revolution, represents ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most
detailed guidance on the Baha’i political stance in a period of acute social crisis. The Constitu-
tional Revolution of 1906-1911 was one of the first parliamentary revolutions in the Islamic world;
it produced the first Iranian constitution, established a parliament (Mayjlis), and precipitated a con-
stitutional crisis between liberal constitutionalists, conservative clerics, and the Qajar monarchy.
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s position is carefully calibrated: he supports the principle of constitutional gover-
nance (in other letters of this period he endorses the constitution as consistent with the teachings of
the Kitab-i-Aqdas), wishes well to the monarchy as an institution when governed by justice, and for-
bids the Baha’is from partisan involvement in the conflict. The prohibition on political involvement
is not quietism but a form of disciplined focus: the Baha’i contribution to social transformation
is to work at the level of character, consciousness, and spiritual education rather than at the level
of partisan politics. This position has structural parallels with the early Christian communities’
refusal of Roman political life (while accepting its authority), with the Anabaptist and Quaker
traditions of political non-participation, and with the monastic traditions that sustained culture
through periods of political chaos. The prediction of eventual stability “explicitly mentioned in
the holy tablets” gives the Baha’i community a prophetic perspective on the upheaval: this too is
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within the scope of divine foreknowledge, and the community’s task is not to be swept into the
vortex but to remain steady and continue the work of spiritual education.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha forbids Baha’i involvement in the Iranian Constitutional Revolution while si-
multaneously endorsing the principle of constitutional governance. How does this distinction
between institutional support and partisan involvement work in practice?

2. The Baha'’i stance of non-involvement in partisan politics has been compared with the early
Christian communities’ non-participation in Roman political life and with Anabaptist non-
resistance. Where do these positions agree, and where does the Baha’i position differ from
Christian pacifist traditions?

3. The prediction that “stability will prevail” and “the horizon of Persia will be illumined” is
offered as a prophetic assurance in the midst of crisis. What is the spiritual function of
prophetic prediction in the context of communal suffering?

4. The letter insists that “the majesty of kingship is the means of glory for the nation.” How
does this monarchical conservatism sit alongside the letter’s endorsement of constitutional
government? What vision of political order is being worked out here?

5. The Baha’i community’s prescribed response to political upheaval—character refinement, soul
development, spiritual education, and the “dissemination of waves of spiritual power”’—is
presented as a genuine alternative to political activism. How persuasive is this claim in the
context of serious structural injustice?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 137 is organized around the declaration that “words were abrogated and meanings became
manifest”—a claim that the Baha’i era is characterized by actualization rather than anticipation,
embodiment rather than symbol, reality rather than metaphor. This claim appears in ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s own self-definition (servitude made real rather than described), in the interpretation of
fasting (the material symbol of the spiritual fast), in the meaning of the Apostles’ tongues (the
spiritual tongue behind all languages), in the meaning of the Feast (the Lord’s Supper made real
through quality of community), and in the political stance of the Baha’i community (direct spiritual
education rather than symbolic political gesture).

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean to live in an era
when “the time of metaphors has passed and reality has dawned forth”; and what disciplines
of embodiment—in character, in worship, in racial justice, in political restraint, and
in communal formation—does this era require of a community that claims to be not
merely reading about a new world but bringing it into being?
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