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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
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Introduction to volume 138

This 1907 volume is marked by the convergence of social ethics, nonpolitical discipline, and practical
forms of communal service. ABO00531 gives one of its most comprehensive statements of Baha’i
conduct: the friends are to become identifiable by attributes rather than names, as “lamps of the
horizons,” reflecting the Hidden Words in speech, action, detachment, purity, and service. The
same letter is also significant for its endorsement of charitable societies as “institutions of the Lord
of creation,” devoted to orphans, the poor, children’s education, and the promotion of the Cause.
ABO03512 reinforces the same principle through the metaphor of concentrated water: scattered
effort remains weak, while a single focused current produces force; the friends are therefore urged to
concentrate their energies on divine conduct, kindness to humanity, and godly behavior. AB03938
extends this moral program into a fully universal anthropology, insisting that all people are of one
stock and should be treated with truthfulness, kindliness, and love, without seeing differences in
the creation of God.

The unsettled political situation in Iran forms a major background, yet the counsels consistently
direct the friends away from factional entanglement. AB01237, AB02279, AB11828, and AB09266
all insist that the believers refrain from political interference, secret societies, and partisan agitation,
and instead occupy themselves with the education of souls, refinement of character, obedience
to government, and prayers for just rulers. AB02279 is especially explicit in warning against
clandestine societies in Tihran, while AB11828 calls guidance and education the “magnetic force”
of divine confirmations. This discipline is paired with a far-reaching constructive vision: Iran is
repeatedly imagined as capable of becoming a center of wisdom, civilization, and divine education,
provided its renewal proceeds through moral and spiritual transformation rather than factional
conflict.

The volume also contains several notable doctrinal and interpretive pieces. AB00370 addresses
Jewish recipients and treats the gathering of Abraham’s descendants in the Holy Land as the
fulfillment of biblical promise, while interpreting resurrection through the Kitab-i-Jqan as spiritual
awakening rather than physical reanimation. AB05067 gives a demystifying account of the “evil
eye,” treating it as an effect of imagination and psychological disturbance rather than an emanating
occult force. AB08010 offers a practical ethics of crisis through the metaphor of a captain in a storm:
caution is needed before calamity, but once the tempest has arisen, firmness and composure are
indispensable. AB06392, a consolation on the death of a child, places bereavement within the
larger transience of the material world and the soul’s ascent to a realm of splendor. AB01162 is
also noteworthy as a visitation prayer for a teacher who had educated youth in proofs of the Faith,
and whose resting place is treated as a site of spiritual remembrance.

A final cluster gives the volume its historical and affective intensity. AB00463 is a powerful prayer
for Samandar in Qazvin and a lament for Ibrahim, whose kindness, eloquence, and service are
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contrasted with the violence and desecration inflicted by persecutors. AB02043 and AB04693 turn
affliction into a discipline of vision, urging the friends to look to the end of things, to recall Karbila,
and to meet enemies with gladness, sincerity, and heavenly character. AB00898 records the triumph
of a solitary teacher in Semnan, presenting detached service as capable of overcoming a multitude
through divine confirmations. AB05186 directs teachers toward Abadih, Shiraz, Nayriz, Jahrum,
the Persian Gulf, and even Indian contacts, while AB00466 includes messages to Japanese seekers,
linking Japan’s material progress with the need for spiritual development. The volume thus shows
‘Abdu’l-Baha guiding a community through violence, political turmoil, and widening opportunity
by binding together charity, teaching, noninterference, consolation, moral visibility, and universal
love.
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ABO00463

AB00463

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1907-Jul ca.

O Lord my God! Thou seest how the ignorant have assailed
Thy chosen ones, and how the wicked have attacked Thy pure
and faithful friends. They pounce, O my God, like ravening
wolves, and bite, O my Master, like vicious dogs, swooping
down upon them like predatory hawks and ferocious beasts.
They plunder possessions, cut down every sheltering tree, de-
molish prosperous homes and destroy magnificent dwellings,
turning them upside down with overwhelming force. They kill
the men, take captive the women in their chambers, imprison
the children, burn bodies, tear out hearts, pull out hair, sever
arteries, disfigure faces, gouge out eyes, and cut off ears and
noses. All this they do only because these souls have believed
in Thee and Thy signs, accepted Thy words, were drawn by
Thy fragrances, awakened by Thy breezes, spoke Thy praise,
held fast to Thy Book, were intoxicated by the wine of Thy
love and captivated by the lights of Thy beauty.

> Among them was Thy meek servant of pure heart, named
Ibrahim, who heard the call and responded to the summons,
rent asunder the veils and pierced the coverings, dispelled
doubts and recited the decisive verses. His soul found peace
through Thy proof and evidence, his fears were calmed by Thy
power and sovereignty, his eyes were gladdened by witnessing
Thy mighty signs, his ears delighted in hearing the melodies
of the Dove in the gardens of praise, his heart was expanded
by knowledge of Thee, gladdened by love of Thee, his strength
increased in Thy service and his back bent in worship of Thee.
Not a day passed, O my God, except he brought forth a
brilliant proof of his servitude at Thy blessed threshold, and
no night elapsed but he showed clear signs of his service to
Thy holy and exalted presence. He was, O my Beloved, tender
toward souls with a father’s tenderness, kind to people with a
brother’s kindness, merciful to the weak with the mercy of the
great, and dealt with children with complete love, affection,
compassion and perfection. It is as if, O my Lord, Thou didst
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ABO00463

create his face for cheerfulness, his heart for generosity, his
nature for radiance, his countenance for grace, his tongue for
fluency, his mouth for eloquence and rhetoric, his hand for
giving, his breast for expansion through signs of faithfulness,
his foot for steadfastness, and his form for humility and
submission.

Despite this, when Thou addressed him with Thy call saying
“O thou soul who art at rest! Return unto thy Lord, well-
pleased, well-pleasing,” so that he might be encompassed by
Thy favors and immersed in the sea of Thy mysteries, the
tyrants among Thy creation and the oppressors among Thy
creatures rose against him. They dishonored his noble body
with unprecedented dishonor, stoning him, reviling him with
the most abusive words, piercing him with the spears of denial,
and shooting him with the arrows of pride. They prevented
that blessed body from being covered by earth or buried in the
cemetery of the people of that land. It remained abandoned
and exposed to weakness, harm, stabbing and aggression un-
til after some time they buried it under a handful of earth in
a desolate place devoid of traces. The people of tyranny and
vice intended to attack the loved ones, assault the noble ones,
massacre the pure ones, and violate the distinguished ones.

Lord, Lord! Thou seest this dire calamity and great affliction
befalling Thy trustworthy servants who are oppressed, at the
hands of the foolish ones. Lord, Lord! I implore Thee and
beseech the threshold of Thy mercy to decree that all harm
intended for Thy loved ones fall upon this servant who is anni-
hilated in Thy path. Make me the target for arrows aimed at
Thy loved ones and the mark for spears directed at the hearts
of Thy chosen ones, that I may sacrifice for them my spirit,
essence, body, being, reality and identity. This would be Thy
greatest favor to Thy servant and the ultimate gift to the least
of Thy creation. By Thy glory, O my God, I melt with shame
when I see Thy sincere servants fallen into the hands of the de-
niers for love of Thee, and under the claws of those who hate
Thee and the fangs of tyrannical wolves, while I remain alive
in this severe prison. Thus do I wish for annihilation in the
place of sacrifice very soon.

O Lord! Souls are choking and breasts are constricting from the
assault of the vainglorious ones and the transgression of every
ignorant oppressor. Ordain, O my God, restraint for these
ones, prevent the hand of enmity from the enemies, and repel
the arrows of cruelty from the people of fidelity. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous, the Protector, the
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AB03512

Concealer, the Guardian, the All-Knowing. There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Most High.
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AB03512

To: Biman Khudadad et al.
Date: 1907-Jul ca.

O Persian friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The letter which you had
written through His Holiness Haydar-Qabli-*Ali, upon him be
the Glory of God, was received and its contents were under-
stood.

The Persian friends truly worship God with the utmost sincer-
ity and steadfastness and associate with all people with the ut-
most joy and fragrance. This prisoner is delighted and pleased
with their conduct and behavior, and grateful and overjoyed at
their character and manner. My hope is that they will soon be-
come the manifestation of a new confirmation and will arrange
such a gathering that the brilliant lights of that assembly will
illuminate the world.

When thought and meditation are concentrated on a single
pursuit, they produce wonderful effects and achieve strange
influence. Until the channels of a spring are concentrated in a
single fountain, the water will not gush forth, rather it becomes
dispersed in multiple channels and remains weak in all channels.
Similarly, if a person’s thought and meditation are scattered
among various pursuits, none will gain strength, and ultimately
life’s moments will be wasted and remain without effect or
fruit.

Now you Persian friends must concentrate your thoughts on di-
vine conduct and kindness toward humanity and godly behav-
ior, so that it may produce great effects in this world. Convey
Divine greetings to each and every one of the friends on behalf
of this prisoner.

And upon you be the Glory of God.
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ABO00531

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1907-Jul-11 ca.

O servants of the divine Sacred Threshold! The Sun of Real-
ity has dawned from the horizon of the world and shone at its
zenith in the center of the heavens to illumine the world and
establish the realm of the Kingdom and lay the foundation of
human perfections, to uproot vices and raise up virtues. There-
fore He gave counsels and exhortations and established a pure
and radiant Law that ensures the enlightenment of the human
world and regulates the chastity, virtue and steadfastness of
the friends of the All-Merciful. The friends must raise up this
pavilion and the loved ones must kindle this blazing fire.

Christ (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) says in the Gospel
to His disciples: “Ye are the salt of the earth, but if the salt
loses its savor, wherewith shall the earth be salted?” In brief,
the meaning is that we who are servants of that Threshold
must arise to fulfill the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed
Beauty and scatter musk-laden fragrances to all the world. We
must follow the path of sanctification and speak words of de-
tachment and pursue the way of ultimate purity. Through our
words, deeds and conduct we must become signs of the gift of
the Lord and cause every aware soul to awaken and remember.
We must memorize the Hidden Words and act according to the
exhortations of the Incomparable Lord and conduct ourselves
in a manner which befitteth our servitude at the threshold of
the one true God.

When I look at myself I become ashamed and perspire from
embarrassment, for I have not arisen as I should and have
not yet succeeded. But God willing, may you be confirmed
and assisted to mix with people in sanctification, detachment,
guidance and piety, so that every companion may inhale the
fragrance of paradise and every associate may witness the signs
of a mighty character, and all peoples may testify that the
Baha’is are the lamps of the horizons and know the Baha'’is by
their attributes not their names, by their character not their
bodies - meaning when they find someone whose words are
signs of unity, whose conduct is the essence of detachment,
and whose deeds are the reality of sanctification, they will cry
out “This is a Baha’i!” If we become thus, the manifest light
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To: Jinab Nazim (Barfurush), in Babul
Date: 1907-Jul-11 ca.

O faithful servant of the Abha Beauty! The letter you had
written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was sent and reviewed. It was
concise and beneficial, and became the cause of joy in this
mighty prison. You had written about the glad tidings and joy
of the friends and their enthusiasm in Barfurush.

Last year, when the banner of the clergy was raised high, it was
clearly written to Tehran that this agitation would not be the
cause of the clergy’s glory, but rather the foundation of their
abasement. Do not look to their current prosperity in these
days - later it will become different and their utter humiliation
will be made manifest.

The friends were complaining that this intense influence of the
clergy would cause harm to the beloved ones, for His Excellency
the Prime Minister personally went to accompany the clergy
to Tehran, and when they arrived, the city was illuminated for
three days and nights, and the sound and fame of their pomp
and circumstance reached to the heavens. In response it was
written that this glory, bounty, prestige and respect is like a
summer cloud - “a summer cloud with no rain, or a mirage in
the desert which the thirsty one thinks is water,” or a passing
shadow, or fancy and imagination. Soon you will see this glory
transformed to abasement, and this clamor changed to cries of
“woe, woe” and regret.

Now you observe that it has become so. The honored ones saw
the stable but did not see the end. When the government lost
its influence, naturally the influence of the clergy did not re-
main either. “They destroy their houses with their own hands
and the hands of the believers.” If they had intelligence, their
benefit lay in the strength of the government’s influence, but
they did not understand and cast themselves into this trap
and snare. Now their blessed beards are caught and no strat-
egy remains, and they cannot bear the humiliation. This is
why their cries of “O Valley! O Sacred Law!” reach to the
ethereal sphere.

In any case, we have no part in these matters. The divine
friends must absolutely not interfere in these affairs, but rather
must occupy themselves with their own work with perfect sanc-
tity and detachment. They must engage in reviving souls and
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strive to educate minds. They must improve morals and con-
struct horizons. The friends in Barfurush must have enthusi-
asm and excitement in the love of God, and attraction and
enkindlement and ecstasy and joy and glad tidings and delight
are necessary. I hope they become the manifestations of divine
confirmations and the dawning-places of infinite bounty.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02279

To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1907-Jul-11 ca.

O faithful friends! You are saddened by the disturbed state of
affairs in Iran, but I hope that this turmoil will be dispelled
and the foundation of this sedition and corruption will be over-
thrown. May the complete connection between government
and people be restored once again, and may the just monarch
rule successfully and govern with perfect power and might from
the throne of sovereignty with care for his subjects, becoming
the cause of Iran and Iranians’ eternal glory. The friends of
God must conduct themselves with complete calm and compo-
sure, not interfering in political affairs. Rather, they should
strive for the refinement and education of people, the guidance
of nations, kindness and love between peoples, the connection
of the human world, human unity, and universal comfort and
tranquility. They should occupy themselves with spiritual mat-
ters, not material ones, for when human realities become the
source of divine inspirations, every purpose will be achieved
and every desire fulfilled. Conflict and contention are not befit-
ting, and harshness and severity must be avoided. A physician
must treat patients with perfect kindness. The friends of God
are spiritual physicians and divine sages.

O friends! I have heard that secret societies are being organized
in Tehran and some clandestine meetings are being formed. Be-
ware! Beware! The friends must not join these societies, must
not interfere, must not become confidants, and must not asso-
ciate with them, for such matters are contrary to the divine
way and completely opposed to the disposition of this Prisoner.
The purpose is that you should confine all affairs to spiritual
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matters and occupy yourselves with the guidance and educa-
tion of souls. From this mighty cause, pleasing results will be
achieved. Otherwise, interference in societies will ultimately
cause evident loss. This servant’s hope from the friends is
that they will act according to the counsels and advice of the
Blessed Beauty.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11595

To: Unknown, in Portland, OR
Date: 1907-Jul-20

Live and act thou in the present as far as possible for thee,
according to the divine instructions.

SW_ v07#18 p.187x

AB00370

To: Musa son of Aqa Yaqub Kalimi et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1907-Jul-26

O two fresh flowers of the garden of His Holiness Moses! Your
letter was received and carefully considered. The answers to
your questions are found in the Books and Tablets. If you
study those Books and Tablets, all those difficult questions
will be resolved. Among them is the Book of Certitude which
contains detailed answers to these questions. However, out of
pure love and attachment that I have for you, despite lack of
time to write even one letter, I still pen an answer.

Know that the gathering of Abraham’s descendants in
Jerusalem is a destined matter, for all the promises that
the Lord of Hosts made through the prophets in the Torah
have reached their time of fulfillment. The divine will has
determined to fulfill all promises, and day by day its signs
become more apparent, its proof more evident, its evidence
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clearer, and its path more manifest. Now from all corners
of the world, the descendants of His Holiness Abraham the
Friend are arriving in the Holy Land and are engaged in
developing villages and farms. But the divine standard is the
standard of the Covenant, which is the clear guide for the
children of Israel and the cause of their unity and enduring
glory. This promise has been and is being fulfilled.

As for your second question regarding the resurrection, in the
Book of Certitude the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for His loved ones, has explained in detail the resurrection
and the meanings of its events. If you refer to it, the question
will be resolved with utmost ease. I will write a few brief words:
In the twelfth chapter, second verse of Daniel it states: “Many
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Observe that it says they will “awaken” - from the expression
of awakening, it becomes clear what rising from the graves
means. As Fzekiel says: “Behold, I will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people, and bring you into
the land of Israel.” The meaning of graves is not physical bod-
ies and corpses, but rather that spirits buried in bodies will
be resurrected and gathered and assemble in the land of Is-
rael. Consider a little that if the resurrection were according
to the understanding of Jewish scholars, it would be an im-
possible and inconceivable matter, let alone its realization. In
brief, study the Book of Certitude and examine carefully the
question of resurrection. If you are not satisfied, ask again.

As for your third question that the Promised One must be from
the lineage of David and the tribe of Judah - the Promised
One of the Torah was Christ, and He was from David’s lineage.
The Promised One of the Gospel was Muhammad, and the
Promised One of the Quran was the Bab, and the Promised
One of the Bayan is the Blessed Beauty. It states the Promised
One of the Torah must be from David’s lineage, not the Lord
of Hosts. Furthermore, His blessed genealogy has not yet been
recorded except briefly, and that is concealed. When His
blessed genealogy is recorded in detail, these difficulties will
be completely resolved.

O descendant of Abraham! If the Israelites look with fairness,
they will see that all the signs have appeared. Matters that
were impossible and inconceivable have come to pass, and the
Lord of Hosts without armies has conquered East and West.
The divine law will soon glorify Israel, and the blessed favors
will ennoble Abraham’s lineage. The Israelites should receive
this glad tidings and bounty with utmost joy and delight, and
not pursue doubts but rather investigate the clear signs. For
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if attention turns to investigating doubts, salvation will be im-
possible and unattainable forever. But if one seeks proofs and
evidences, the light of truth will shine and the darkness of
doubts will vanish. However, if doubts and uncertainties are
investigated in God’s Cause, it becomes like Israel in the time
of Moses, peace be upon Him, who were never free from doubt
and suspicion and exhausted Moses. But those who investi-
gate proofs and verification of the words will immediately find
salvation. I hope that the Jewish friends will abandon their
old habit and engage in spiritual glad tidings and attraction,
so that through the bounties of the Promised Day and favors
of the Worshipped One, they may rest in the extended shade
and praiseworthy station under the raised standard. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v084#17 p.225-226

AB09273

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Alexandria
Date: 1907-Jul-26

O thou who art near to the Blessed Beauty!

Thy detailed letter was received and carefully noted. Con-
cerning Haji Lutf-‘Ali Namazi, thou hadst written that he is
now at rest and at peace. His comfort and contentment are
my comfort and peace, therefore I was pleased. Regarding
the marriage of the daughter of the late Aga Shaykh Javad to
Aqga ‘Abdu’l-Husayn Haji, which thou hadst mentioned - this
is beloved, acceptable and blessed. The care and consideration
thou hast shown toward Khwajih Bahhuth brought great joy
and delight. I hope that thou wilt deal in such a worthy and
generous manner with all peoples and religions. The journey
to Alexandria is very appropriate and will, God willing, yield
important results.

Concerning Mirza Mehdi Hikmat, he is as thou hast written,
but if thou shouldst happen to meet him and he engages in con-
versation, there is no harm in responding to him gently. As for
what thou hadst written about Mirza Husayn and thy conver-
sation with him - thou hadst answered well. Such convincing
TeSponses are Necessary.
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Glory be to God! Despite such insolence, we have no complaint
against him, yet he complains. Still, pray for him and seek
healing for him. I harbor no ill-feeling toward him and will
not take offense, but will pray for him. Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali
has told him and others that after the passing of such-and-
such person, the Cause will devolve upon him. Therefore that
statement was written for thee to convey to Mirza Husayn.
Consider whether such words could ever issue from the mouth
of any thoughtless person in the world, let alone from a person
of such wisdom and understanding. No, by God!

He expects that I will either drink the cup of supreme martyr-
dom, or hasten to the Supreme Concourse, or be cast into the
wilderness of Fyzzan, or take up residence in the depths of the
sea, so that he might enter the arena and prance about. How
far, how far from what they are promised! If the goodly tree
is uprooted, none will hasten to the shade of a fruitless tree. If
the sweet waters of the Euphrates disappear, none will drink
from bitter salt. If the song of the nightingale of inner mean-
ings in the divine rose-garden is cut off, none will find pleasure
in croaking and cawing.

Concerning the situation in Alexandria which thou hadst writ-
ten about, and the abundance of debts and the depreciation of
currency - this is truly a difficult matter. I hope that through
the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty this difficulty too will
be resolved, affairs will again be set in order, and comfort and
ease will be attained by all. This is not far from my Lord’s
grace. | had previously cautioned Jinab-i-Haji Aga Muham-
mad about this matter, telling him to avoid such hazardous
ventures.

O Lord! Difficult knots have appeared in affairs and arduous
obstacles have arisen in the path. O God! Untie the knots and
show forth power and might. Make what is difficult easy and
what is arduous simple. O Lord! The knot of affairs is tight
and toil and hardship are coupled with a thousand difficulties.
Besides Thee there is no helper and other than Thee there is
no succorer. We place our hope in Thee and trust in Thee.
Thou art the Guide, Thou art the Untier of knots, and Thou
art the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing.

BRL__POAB#06x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

25 les 51 G 5k e 0K ) gl
5 ol G )3l e el it b
sbde AF D gl sy eal 2 (o)Ll
7 o;ug,;;\.\,u‘{@\_af OIS s
bae 4 § 43 080 ole ST ) o
08 5 el 8 e i Me il b
%bn&\)&ééf)ébé‘&)é L;SL:@A

Bl e
ol b & ) ime 85 oo o L
N R S
(bjﬂbﬁﬂﬁtj Aol gl
uu\rAquAxkdyf}w\d\M}\j
"muw;.:yww off\u}-\c}a
23§ S olp ol 2§kt g 2
Glow by Kal$71 a2 55 2t oo 5) 0o
wf;ﬁdabé\&igjs

A S

G sy

.\a_.)ﬁ OJ}C.' (‘};L/ Nﬂ)u\f‘g‘ﬂ\‘};uﬁ}ﬁi)b
U8 ikl Gyl Jay s Oms s s
e 5 Jab 4 8 pldel ol K
ol s 228 J> 5 i o) Sl U
B g_,\>-b ‘F L;\J )\j -\;L g_,.).m.C oJL}J
d)ww\Mwaaf&awa\
s gl u.‘)“fg”;f ua}.,a.g\):
K ol

o.bl.’é\ )K DL ﬁ.’&ﬁ 5\@0-\29 )gJ)}A 6\
cf \.‘\3)\.,\1. o ‘J»:; O\))JWCJL;LG_}
5 oS Ol Kl b oyl g, S
Sﬁ)g"cw‘)g{)}jgé\u&wwcb
ot G 603k 73 e 5 6 ame 5 A
G55 ey G5 G 5 K el 5
s s Ly 5 U G55 LSS

BRL_DAK#0105, BRL

MMEK2#010 p.006x

11

MON#06x,

N


http://www.bahai.org/r/874596017
http://www.bahai.org/r/974759814
http://www.bahai.org/r/788770813
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-8.html

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

ABO06848

AB04693

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Mulla Muhammad Ali Harati, in Bandar Jaz

Date: 1907-Jul-26

... The field is straitened for the friends in all regions, and every
base and nameless wretch, every shameless and unbridled one,
is set loose: what calamities, tribulations, and sorrows must
then inevitably ensue is but too evident. Yet when we observe
carefully and judge fairly, these tribulations are pure bounty
and the greatest favor, for the Gems of existence spent their
days in utmost tribulation and trial, and ultimately drank the
cup of martyrdom from the hand of the Cup-bearer of grace.
If we are truly connected to His Threshold, we must certainly
endure suffering and meet with disappointment and failure in
this world - otherwise we are but fugitive servants, not faith-
ful ones. Therefore, be not dispirited by grief and sorrow, nor
dejected by the discord of the people of dissension. Rather,
let successive trials become the cause of joy, that we may fol-
low the example of the Most Glorious Beauty and emulate the
Most Exalted One. Thus, as much as we can, we must asso-
ciate and mingle with the enemies with utmost gladness and
heavenly character, showing consideration, sincerity, harmony
and love....
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AB06848

To: Jennie R Bishop
Date: 1907-Jul-26

O thou dear maid-servant of God!

Thou hast learned of thy Lord and engaged thyself in the servi-
tude of the Lord of Hosts. In the promised day thou art ador-
ing the beloved Countenance and thou shalt be aided and con-
firmed in that which is the greatest desire of the saints.

The cause of eternal glory to man is faith and certainty and
then living (or acting) according to the behests of His Majesty
the Eternal God. My hope is that thou wilt attain to the three.
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As long as thou canst, wish thou the most great peace for
mankind: Associate with all in perfect love and kindness; hold
all dear and count all friends and familiar ones; know no ene-
mies; imagine no strangers. Thus mayest thou be a mercy to
the people of the world and a source of bounty to the world of
humanity.

TAB.667

AB02784

To: Hakim, Ardishir et al., in Bombay
Date: 1907-Jul-31

O Persian friends! Your letter arrived and its charming mean-
ings brought the utmost joy. Praise be to God that He made
strangers into friends and others into companions, brought the
distant near and gave a portion to those without portion. He
gave those deprived a share of heavenly grace and made the
silent ones shine like stars in the divine world. He singles out
for His mercy whomsoever He willeth.

O friends! This prisoner is grateful and pleased with the man-
ner and conduct of those divine friends, the Persian loved ones,
and is joyful day and night remembering them and familiar
with their mention. In truth, in this wondrous Dispensation
the Persian friends have made the Iranian people proud. They
recognized the All-Knowing God and discovered the Manifesta-
tions of the favors of the All-Merciful Lord. They learned the
most excellent religion, closed their eyes to all else but Truth,
and like candles illumined the gathering of the world. This de-
serves praise and merits a thousand acclamations in the world
of creation.

I hope that you find heavenly comfort and seek divine tran-
quility and not slip in the world of tests, for trials are at hand
and tribulations are severe and endless. If you see an unhar-
monious movement or hear an unreasonable word, you must
look to the root of the Blessed Tree, not its leaves, for the Tree
is firm and growing and in the utmost freshness and verdancy,
and ere long will bear delicious fruit and cast its shadow upon
the horizons. And upon you be the Glory.
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To: Shahzadih Mirpangih, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Jul-31

O cherished maidservant of God! Your letter was received and
its contents were carefully considered. Indeed you are afflicted
and under severe suffering and tribulation. But you must re-
flect upon the calamities that befell the chosen ones, for all your
tribulations are but a drop from that ocean and like a straw
from that mountain. Therefore be not distressed. Be patient
and forbearing. I hope that through divine grace and favor,
comfort and peace and your desires will be fulfilled. And this
is not difficult for your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate,
nor far from His bounty.

Deal with his honor Khan with utmost love, sincerity and pa-
tience. Be not disturbed by his harshness and impetuosity. Do
not be saddened. These days shall pass and happy times will
come. “Verily with difficulty comes ease.” In the Qur’an He
says: “Despair not of God’s mercy, for God forgives all sins.”

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO00898

To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O Bond-servant of the Threshold! Your esteemed letter ar-
rived and brought the utmost joy and delight, for it was clear
evidence of your self-sacrifice and manifest proof of your stead-
fastness and firmness in the Divine Cause. Observe what as-
sistance from the Supreme Kingdom attends the servant of
God’s Cause, and what confirmations and success from the
Abha Kingdom reach one who stands firm in utmost servitude.
This is what He has said: “We shall assist whosoever arises
to aid Our Cause with hosts from the Concourse on High and
legions of the favored angels.”
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2 Did you ever imagine your journey to Semnan would yield such
results - that alone and single-handed you would confront the
mass of deniers and convince the skeptics through conclusive
proofs and clear evidence? This is pure bounty. Today whoever
arises to serve the Sacred Threshold, detached from all save
God, attracted to His holy fragrances, enkindled with the fire
of His love, mindful of His remembrance, and independent of
all else - and who proceeds to diffuse the divine fragrances -
though alone and single-handed will resist all who dwell on
earth and triumph over them all, as has been proven through
experience.

Praise be to God that through this journey you became the
cause of spreading divine traces and the dawning of lights. The
brilliant effects of this will become so apparent hereafter that
you yourself will be amazed, let alone others.

My God, my God! Aid this helpless servant through Thy grace
and mercy among all peoples. [llumine his sight to behold the
manifest light. Assist him with hosts from on high. Guide Thy
servants through his proof to Thy straight path and lead them
on the right way. Ordain for him great victory and generous
bounty. Make him speak Thy praise amidst the near ones.
Make him a resplendent sign of sacrifice throughout all regions,
a banner of guidance amidst all creation, a gift of the Supreme
Concourse among the chosen ones, a fountain of knowledge in
the contingent world, and a breeze from the garden of Thy favor
wafting over hearts, spreading to all horizons and perfuming
the nostrils of all creatures in every land. O Lord, Lord! He is
lowly at the gate of Thy glory, captive to the lights of Thy love,
yearning for Thy grace and bounty. Ordain for him every good
and protect him from all harm. Make him a brilliant star in the
horizon of guidance, a luminous lamp in the heights of glory,
and a tree firm in root with branches extending heavenward.
Verily Thou art powerful over what Thou willest. Thou art
the Mighty, the Generous. Greetings and praise be upon him
from the Supreme Horizon.

Regarding the presence of Mashhadi Taqi about which you
wrote - he has permission to come, but your presence in that
region is necessary and separation is not permitted. Although
I have the utmost longing to see that kind friend, necessity
makes the forbidden permissible. Although separation is dif-
ficult and meeting is the ultimate hope, there is a compelling
force - your separation from that country is absolutely not per-
mitted.
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To: Hands of the Cause of God et al., in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

The radiant light from the Supreme Concourse and the brilliant
rays from the Most Glorious Kingdom be upon your illumined
resting place, your purified tomb and your fragrant dust, O you
who believed in God and His verses, who confirmed His words,
who diffused His fragrances, who unveiled His mysteries, who
spoke His praise and who called to His Kingdom and submitted
to His Might.

I testify that you believed in the Day of Manifestation and were
illumined by the lamp of light, and drank from the cup whose
mixture was of camphor, and entered the Garden of Delight,
and received an abundant portion from your Lord’s grace, and
occupied the highest seat, and called unto God and guided to
God’s path, and established proof and showed forth decisive
evidence of your Lord the All-Merciful’s outpouring grace. You
educated a new generation of youth in the knowledge of your
Lord with all joy and fragrance, and gave them to drink from
the cup of divine knowledge, and nurtured them in the cradle
of assurance until you made them speak with proof. By God’s
life, this is a luminous characteristic whose lights will shine
through centuries and ages and whose traces will appear until
the end of time, for you are the founder of the teaching of
proclamation and taught the successful youth eloquent proof.

By God’s life, hearts were consumed and breasts constricted
and souls were choked at your ascension and rising to the King-
dom of immortality, as the hearers were deprived of hearing
your words and the seers of beholding your countenance and
the seekers of receiving your utterance. They all stretch forth
hands of supplication and entreaty toward the Kingdom of
Glory and Center of Beauty, asking for you nearness to the
Great Mercy and entry into the Most Glorious Garden and
eternal life in the Supreme Paradise and arrival at the gather-
ing of the Presence in the shade of the Lote Tree of the Utmost
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Boundary and the Farthest Tree. Your Lord confirms whom
He wishes in what He wishes. He is verily the Bestower, the
Strong, the Powerful. Blessed is the soul that passes by it per-
fumed fragrances from your prosperous resting place and seeks
success and prosperity through prayer to God at your renowned
burial place. My Lord multiplies the reward of one who has
intended and been present around your illumined grave and in-
haled the fragrance of the sweetest musk from that most pure
dust. Upon you be greetings and praise, and upon you be
mercy and forgiveness, and upon you be grace and bestowal
unto all eternity from your Most Exalted Lord.

He is God!

O Hands of the Cause of God! This visitation prayer should be
recited by me along with a group of the loved ones of God at
the fragrant resting place of that promulgator of God’s Cause
on a special day, and you should disseminate this visitation
prayer among all the loved ones.
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To: Musa Khan
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O God! O Thou who rendest asunder the veils, revealer of
mysteries, guide of the righteous, and bestower of lights upon
hearts that are expanded by the fragrances of Thy holiness,
upon breasts wherein burns the fire of Thy love, and upon
souls that are purified and inspired by the signs of Thy knowl-
edge. Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for this, and thanks be
unto Thee for having guided this one who strives in Thy path,
directing him to the most excellent way, calling him from Thy
most exalted Kingdom, inviting him to the Abha Paradise, and
ordaining for him what Thou hast ordained for those who are
near to Thee among Thy chosen servants.

O Lord! He is thirsty - give him to drink from the sweetest
flowing water. He is hungry - feed him from the table that hath
descended from Thy lofty heaven. O Lord! He is naked - clothe
him with the garments of sanctification. He is bare-headed -
crown him with the crown of detachment. He is poor - guide
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him to the hidden treasure. He is attracted - chant unto him
the verses of love from Thy glorious Kingdom. O Lord! Make
his morning prosperous, illumine his lamp, ordain his success,
and make manifest his triumph. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Precious, the Generous, and verily Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

O candle of guidance! Praise God that thou wert extinguished
and became illumined, wert dim and became the freshness of
garden and meadow. Thou wert thirsty and drank from the
sweet Euphrates sea. Thou wert seeking and tasted the honey
of supreme guidance. Now, in gratitude for this bounty and
gift, thou must raise a new melody each moment and strike up
a wondrous tune and song, that thou mayest awaken others
and make the heedless mindful, give a portion to the deprived
and bestow a share upon the destitute, make those who are
denied a manifestation of the mercies of the All-Merciful, and
guide those afflicted with separation to the precincts of God’s
favors. Thus may fruit appear from the tree of existence, and
flowers and sweet herbs spring forth from the soil of nature.
Verily my Lord hath power over all things, and He is kind and
merciful to His servants.

Convey divine greetings and spiritual longing from this pris-
oner to his honor Mirza Mustafa Khan. It is hoped that power
from the Abha Kingdom will confirm him and that noble soul
will attain new victories and manifest a bounty that will cause
the guidance of others and the awakening of those who slum-
ber. That sanctified soul is confirmed and is a manifestation
of the gift of the Lord God. It is certain that he will arise to
serve the threshold and attend to service of the friends. And
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01956

To: Florence Breed Khan, in Boston
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

The letter which thou hast written was received and its perusal
brought me joy, for it indicated that you are extremely pleased
with the beloved ones (i.e., men) and the maid-servants of God
in Persia. Forsooth, their love is heartfelt and real; they are
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devoted in service with all their soul and they are attracted
by the love of the friends with all their heart. If any occasion
befalleth and cases of tests come up, they will sacrifice their
precious lives for the sake of the friends and freely give all their
possessions.

Briefly, O thou dear maid-servant of God! Praise be to God!
thou didst see with thine own eyes, thou didst hear with thine
own ears and thou didst comprehend with thine own heart.
Thou didst witness the qualities and the life and conduct of
Abdul-Baha and thou didst behold the love and kindness, faith
and assurance of the friends of Persia. Thou didst see the exal-
tation (or progress) of the Cause of God and thou didst test the
general character (or qualities) of the friends; and thou didst
know with perfect assurance that the Cause of Baha’u’llah is
the means for the quickening of the world and for the extraor-
dinary progress of mankind; that it hath quickened Persia and
hath removed the darkness of ignorance, that the friends are
kind unto all the people of the world and self-sacrificing ser-
vants of mankind.

TAB.663-664

AB11668

To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Faran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O handmaiden of God who art attracted! Thy rhythmic and
prose letter arrived and brought joy and delight upon review.
Praise be to God, it was evidence of remembrance and devotion,
and a sign of attraction and attachment. Each verse was a sign
of the love of God and each line showed the intensity of rapture
and attraction.

According to what was mentioned, the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful in that region are in the utmost devotion, remem-
brance and realization of the love of God. Thus it befits the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful in the Eastern realm that each
become a shining lamp and a brilliant star, for the illuminat-
ing lights of this dark world are the flame of the love of God
and the gleaming star is the lamp of the knowledge of God.
When these two lights are kindled, human reality is freed from
worldly darkness and becomes adorned and radiant with the
effulgent lights of divine characteristics.

s sty piie 0K ) il
55 6)) );ﬂ;»’ u"\.doﬁb ,\, Ad
f‘ﬁﬁﬁ}ﬁjw\%u\wﬁ&}

g\.\,ﬁ\;«bu.\utﬂ

qu-Jé dLﬁL.A‘)J QL?*) :-LA\);.\A)\JQ)\ :
\)\ﬁwv\.l‘b‘/v.;uﬁﬁjfn\a}&w
;{ijﬁ ijl, (:Lﬁ‘).: OLA*J f—‘.ﬁ\d{w‘
Loy Nsd Olisys Z 5 a5 0L ol
4‘1’\;"‘\;;4&&\:’ bu\l—f&)))\);\ \J_\JL\B duﬁ:\
df&\&ﬂcﬂauup-)g,{;)@\
A.)L\UQJ\ «L..A\ ;,\A.b J)JJ"J)‘);\JJ U"
LL?‘)O%""MEL& \ybj-\:bd\k)éﬂﬂ;

omjsjdf

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 19


https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA663

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

AB11828

In any case, O handmaiden of God, strive as much as thou
canst that the divine maidservants may day by day increase in
culture and refinement, and at every moment may scatter musk
and ambergris, and from the sweetness of the love of God may
pour forth refined sugar, and struggle against self and passion,
and raise up such rapture and attraction that those regions
may become the dawning-places of the lights of clear signs,
and souls may progress day by day until they associate with
people [with qualities| that are the ornament of human reality.

Convey to his honor Shah Khalilu’llah on my behalf the Most
Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings, and likewise express
utmost longing to his honor Aqa Mirza Jalalu’llah and say that
thy melody must rise high and thy song and voice bring the
Concourse on High to ecstasy and joy.

5 The rest is up to you, for the breath of the spirit was blown
into thee and a ray from the Abha Kingdom fell upon thy heart.
Given this, silence and quietude are not permitted. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11828

To: Abdu’l-Majid Tabib, in Maraghih
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter written to
Jinab-i-Manshadi was noted. You had written about the events
in that region. These events will increase day by day and these
discussions will intensify, but the friends of God must not in
any way discuss or interfere in such matters. Others may do as
they wish. Iran must be in utmost tranquility and calm, and oc-
cupied with internal development and protection from external
threats. But now the opposite has occurred - different parties
have emerged, each expressing an opinion and making efforts.
The friends must completely stand aside and be detached from
all these events and differences. They must consider the time
an opportunity and engage in educating souls, teaching good
character, and arising to spread the divine fragrances. Perhaps
souls will be raised up who will become pure goodness in the
human world and cause comfort and ease for the world. They

¢olide uLﬁ- r}/ *al Olg L ol
05, Olomio O sl ) 43§ Lple
5 4bobadl S by Dol ) Ao g easl
Al (Al dy e sledl Eola
L o5 e s 655 > o
Sl s b Ol asls s C)\i; A
Jols ool & Jgza 5 sl 13 5 050
oS dl 355 ols ) ke
385 gh K el ailz x| &b
e 31 2l 58 s K b Ll Al g
Camo p 1y oyl b 5 Sl )
Gl oz 5 N3la o8 Sy b s NS
o b 18 (5 1 Sl 2 50
,\bf RE OU\}EJJK,\}}L & grun

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 20


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/frh.pdf#page=175

V]

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

AB02043

must completely forget themselves, sacrifice their lives at every
moment, and seek eternal glory in the heavenly world.

Convey my utmost longing to the divine friends. I continually
beseech the Abha Kingdom and seek confirmation and success
for each one, that they may become worthy of the Supreme
Companion and yearn for eternal life in the Abha Kingdom. In
these days the friends must be worthy and deserving, such that
day and night each one’s thoughts are concentrated on guiding
and educating a soul and giving them a share of the divine
bounty. This is the magnetic force of divine confirmations and
this is the magnet of heavenly success. And upon you and
upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.

Convey utmost love and kindness from this longing one to
Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Husayn Khan, grandson of Dakhil. T al-
ways remember him and beseech assistance and bounty from
the Court of the Divine Unity. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Naraqi, Muhammad Kazim et al., in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O ye refugees in the path of God! The inveterate religion of the
worldly is to stand against truthfulness, to abhor uprightness,
and to oppose friendliness and good-will. Therefore, be not
sorrowful on account of that which hath occurred, and be not
humiliated thereby.

Uplift the song of another world, strike a new melody, and
soar in another atmosphere. Quaff the wine of the love of God,
taste the nectar of His knowledge, and give others to drink a
draught of unity’s wine.

Ponder upon the afflictions of God’s loved ones and chosen
ones in former ages. What a murderous venom they tasted
and what a deadly poison they drank! Even so, that calamity
was the same as a heavenly gift, that poison the same as a
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remedy, that tribulation the same as mercy, and that ordeal
the same as ease.

Ye must look at the end of things, not at the beginning. If ye
look only at the beginning, Yazid had the greater glory and
tranquility, and Walid experienced fresh joy and happiness at
every moment. But, in truth, their end was severe torment
and manifest misery.

Although that wronged one of the field of calamity, the mar-
tyr of Karbila (may the spirit of those nigh unto God be his
ransom), in the beginning took the poisoned arrow, in the end,
it was his everlasting glory that became well-known and estab-
lished, and he was destined to attain eternal life in the world
that abideth forever.

Gaze upon this station, for although that worldly glory shone
brightly, it was a short-lived splendor. It was the image of
water, not water itself; it was a shadow in comparison to the
sun; and it was darkness in contrast to light.

Therefore, unloose your tongues in thanks that ye have at-
tained to this supreme gift. Ye are vagrants in the path of
God, and poor ones for the sake of the peerless Beloved. Upon
you be salutation and praise.

d‘j)}:@)@)d\)wdﬁjb)d\}

Ceoly Ciee

Sl s §1 & as Al el s
Al ns s oieyay Ll
ghe ol dy ae Gleold 5 (25 o

Ly &S5

car Al zoo NS it M s pgllae Jy

Can:sl-c é) rM V'W ;ai‘n\f‘)) b |l dj
S Oler 53 5 piles 5 ke al Ol
p5E 5 Spte e Ol

S dss Ol O L Al plasl ki
G Sl g ot s dy LS50
Skl o el Kb olsl g cl ale O

Coage b & LS wly ol
5 Al el feylyl wasf Fb acke
T i e s by 05 o #o,lz
MKTS.009, BSHN.140.161, BSHN.144.161,

MSHR3.180x, MHT2.084b, NANU__ AB#54

AB02220

To: Siyyid Mustafa Tabatabai, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
read. You wrote about the conditions in those regions. Praise
be to God, there is peace and security, and the friends are
joyful and successful.

In this storm of Iran, the friends are more at peace than any-
one else, indeed in complete tranquility and calm, because they
have no involvement in these matters that cause turbulence
and do not engage in disputes. Our duty is simply to occupy
ourselves with the realm of heart and soul and arise to illu-
minate the human world, so that souls may become jewels of
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sanctification and signs of divine unity, and hearts may be illu-
mined by the lights of divine bounty. They must become the
cause of the adornment of the world and comfort of humanity.

Indeed through the efforts of the friends, the world of creation
may find rest and war and strife may be removed. The spirit
of the love of God will train souls who will be the mercy of
the Lord and the grace and gift of the Creator, becoming man-
ifestations of divine favor and the cause of comfort. In brief,
divine bounties have encompassed all directions and the lights
of sanctification have cast their rays upon East and West.

O friends! Show humility and supplication at the threshold of
the One, that through God’s aid and favor Iran may become
the center of the human world and the cause of the manifesta-
tion of the mercy of the All-Merciful.

Convey my yearning greetings to each and every one of the
friends, especially to the noble sons, and likewise to the maid-
servant of God Alaviyyih Khanum, and also to Jinab-i-Husayn
and Jinab-i-Ahmad and the maidservants of God Fatimih,
Zahra, Fakhru’-Nisa, Tahirih and Mardiyyih. I hope through
divine grace and bounty that each one may become a sign of
guidance and the means of attaining the supreme gift. I have
neither time nor respite nor leisure, otherwise I would write
individual letters to each one. May your souls be happy.
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AB03938

To: Abdur-Razzaq (Khadra)
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O servant of God, the musk-laden fragrances has been spread
abroad from the Source of mysteries and the nostrils of the righ-
teous are revived, the minds of the free redolent with exquisite
perfumes. This pure breeze hath begun to quicken the souls;
this breeze from the mystic rose garden has refreshed many
people.

If thou art fit for this task and have sufficient trust in the
All Merciful, arise with the qualities of the truthful and with
the virtues of those to whom may be attributed real humanity.
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Then shalt thou see thine enemies as thy friends. Then shalt
thou perceive strangers as acquaintances and distant ones as
close ones. Thou shalt understand the blind may be those who
truly see.

My purpose in saying this is this that thou shouldst treat all
the servants of God and all the tribes and nationalities of the
world whether from the east or the west with the sense of
oneness and with the utmost truthfulness and kindliness. The
All Mighty hath created all people from the same stock, all
humanity belongs to the same grade or station: thou shouldst
never see differences in the creation of God One should treat all
created things with humanity; one should associate and consort
with all people with the utmost love and concord, which is born
of the All Merciful.

My hope is that thou mayest become a hero in this arena and
a luminous lamp in the world of humankind.
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AB04968

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Mazandaran

Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O handmaiden of Baha, I find no nobler title than this by
which to address thee. Today the greatest gift of God and
the noblest state of human perfection is servitude at the holy
threshold of Oneness. This servitude is a glorious diadem and
a resplendent crown. Praised be God that thou art addressed
by this title and honoured with this address.

Therefore must thou not be saddened by any affliction or hard-
ship, any injury or misfortune. Thou shouldst at all times, with
the utmost happiness, rapture, joy and gladness, consort with
the handmaids of the Merciful, bring joy and felicity to all, and
lead them to the Divine bounty.

I am satisfied and well-pleased with thee, and implore and
supplicate at the threshold of Oneness, that that handmaiden
of Baha may become a sign of guidance and the means of the
salvation of men and women. Convey to all the friends of God
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spiritual greetings on behalf of this prisoner and likewise to the
handmaids of God.

Upon thee be the Glory of Glories.
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To: Abdu’l-Vahhab Kashani
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O my God! My God! Verily Thy servant, the Oft-Turning,
the Forbearing, calleth upon Thee with utmost humility and
supplication, and repenteth of all conditions that draw him not
nigh unto Thy Presence.

O Lord! Make straight his path and make easy for him the way
to attain unto Thy glorious Kingdom. Make him speak with
wise remembrance, confirm him with Thy mighty outpouring,
and ordain for him great triumph.

O Lord! He hath whispered to Thee in the darkest nights
and the blackest gloom with his hidden secrets and wondrous
communion. He hath hastened unto Thee and implored before
Thee, longing to draw nigh unto the gate of Thy oneness, to
attain unto Thy good-pleasure, and to be content with Thy
decree.

Therefore ordain Thou for him every good in existence, admit
him beneath the extended shade, direct his face toward the
praiseworthy station, and aid him with visible hosts from the
Kingdom of existence, that Thy remembrance may occupy him
to the exclusion of aught else, that the sweet-scented breezes of
Thy love may take hold of him, that the lights of Thy beauty
may enthrall him, and that he may be immersed in the depths
of the seas of rapture and attraction.

5 Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower! Verily
Thou art the Lord, the Loving, the Ever-Forgiving, O Lord of
Lords!
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AB05106

To: Dangi Shah, Shirin et al., in Poona
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O ancient Persians! Praise and glorification be unto the Cre-
ator of the world, Who has called the friends of old to this most
excellent Faith and brought them into the supreme paradise.
He bestowed heavenly bounties and guided to the straight path.
He made them birds of this meadow and flowers of this rose
garden.

Therefore arise in praise, drink from this overflowing cup, cre-
ate excitement and make others intoxicated with this wine as
well. Grant joy and success until they become awakened and
conscious and gain their portion from the blessed day of meet-
ing.

For the world made thousands of revolutions until creation
found this adornment and attained this bounty. Depression is
not proper, impurity is not fitting, sorrow will not last, the
world will find rest. This is the gift of the Wise God in this
movement of the supreme realm. May your souls be happy.
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AB05186

To: Mirza Ali Akbar et al., in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O two heralds of truth! Praise be to God that you have traveled
to various regions and scattered the fragrance of mysteries and
the perfumed musk throughout the world. You have passed
through every country and bestowed abundant bounty. Like
the cloud of guidance, you have freely and generously showered
the drops of supreme guidance upon every land, and like the
morning breeze, you have stirred and awakened souls in every
clime you reached.

Your services at the Sacred Threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - are
accepted, your servitude is confirmed, confirmations follow one
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after another, divine success arrives in succession, the hosts of
the Kingdom assist you, and the near angels are present.

Therefore, be confident in the favors of the All-Merciful Lord
and resolve to journey to Abadih, Shiraz, and the shores of the
Persian Gulf, especially Nayriz and Jahrum, and if possible,
also visit the Indians. If there is no safety in Kashan, Isfahan,
and Qum along the way, do not tarry but pass through swiftly.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06392

To: Aga Baygum mother of Mirza Ali Bujar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O honored leaf! Be not sorrowful and grieved over the loss of
thy child. Rather, strive to be patient and assured, acquiescent
and resigned. Ere long all of us will ascend to a praiseworthy
station and return to the court of sanctity. We will leave our
wealth and possessions behind, and hasten alone, naked, and
unclothed to the other world. No person is lasting here and no
one can remain in the nest and shelter of this desolate abode.
From dust we appeared and to dust will we return. But the
blessed soul shall ascend to another world and a kingdom of
incomparable splendor.

Regarding the properties you wrote about, refer to the Spiri-
tual Assembly. They will certainly exercise the utmost kind-
ness, justice and grace in your case, and this letter alone is
sufficient. The Most Glorious Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08010

To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

...Before calamity strikes, one must exercise the utmost caution
and care and be precise in transactions, but when the event
has occurred, one must resist with complete steadfastness and
strength. A captain must protect his ship from contrary winds,
waves and storms, but if by divine decree it falls into a great
tempest, the captain must not become distraught and agitated
and lose control. Rather, on the contrary, with the utmost
strength of heart, firmness and steadfastness, he must guide
the ship to the extent possible, for if he becomes distraught
and disturbed, the control of the ship will be entirely lost and
salvation will never be attained....
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AB11793

To: Dilshad wife of Nasrullah
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O handmaiden of God! Your esteemed husband reached the
threshold of the Most Great Name, and placed his head upon
the dust of the Court, and beseeched assistance and bounty
that all the family, nay rather the entire household, might be-
come, through the blessing of the Ancient Beauty, the manifes-
tations of the Most Great Grace, and attain supreme triumph,
and find their way to the highest paradise, becoming verses of
guidance and signs of the Abha Kingdom.

I hope that this prayer will be accepted on behalf of all that
family.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdur-Rahim Hafizus-Sihhih, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Aug ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thou didst seek per-
mission to proceed to the Holy Shrine in company with Hakim
Harun. Permission had already been granted for him. If he
hath not yet departed, thou art permitted to accompany him.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in Boston
Date: 1907-Aug ca.+

O thou servant of the Beauty of ABHA!

Your long letter and the letter written by the maidservant of
GOD came to hand. They indicated that you have reached
your familiar home and found abundant peace and rest. This
news brought infinite joy. Praise be to GOD, you fared well
along the journey and rested in Paris.

Indeed, during this journey, the beloved of GOD in Persia
showed you the utmost kindness and this caused joy to my
inner heart.

I also considered the newspapers (which you sent me). In brief,
I beg GOD that you all will succeed in serving the Kingdom,
in order that this may impart eternal results and the lights of
the sincerity and love of you all may shine upon centuries and
ages!

5 If you arise in accord with the Exhortations and Commands of
the Blessed Perfection—may my life be a sacrifice to His beloved
ones!-before long agreeable results will be obtained, the great
newspapers of the world will all engage in praising you, and
such activity will be brought about in the West as will increase
the motion and activity in the East.

Ao il il fasl b W fake faal
5 2l by pes o Mo 235 Jals
S UV sy e Jalel g Coly d g
L;l}" ob‘).}&w\%“\u\&‘},,a\,)jﬂ C".‘.%
dask Col il Gl s ca

b A <.€C>‘Q‘J.U>,Jw o) s aradl s
Gy g o U 5 3315 2 Ll g
S o

e 51 b dd disSe S a Cpomd
535 e okt e 8 oals
RO PO FAREORPRY ﬁL b
v\,’L'{')L,aP\} C))J;j,

S i Sl s gl s Woy 515
ol 0,50 fle o e WL oS 1)
A3l ke 8 Ll fankie S 5p0
o 2L e 8 081 Op s A

Sph G5 53 S

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 29


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/682.pdf#page=313

13

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

AB01051

You have written concerning the meetings in Cambridge and
Boston. The more such meetings increase, it will increase the
diffusing of the Fragrances.

The news concerning the unity, harmony, affinity and oneness
of the maidservants of the Merciful One and the friends of GOD
in those parts imparted the utmost joy and happiness (to us).
This indicates that the Cause will before long yield results in
that country.

Convey on my behalf respectful greeting to the favored and
attracted maidservant of God, the Daughter of the Kingdom,
Miss Farmer.

O thou Jinab-i-Khan!

Exhort thou all believers and say: “The beauty of ABHA-
may my life be a sacrifice to the dust of His footsteps!-hath
opened a great Door before your faces, and bestowed a weighty
Gift upon you. We must know the value of this and sacrifice
ourselves entirely; nay, we must forget ourselves. We must wish
for no rest and seek no joy. We must seek no name, nor fame,
no ease, nor amplitude or convenience. Nay we must sacrifice
everything in order that we may be clad in the Kingdom of
Immortality! (lit. in order that we may emerge our head out
of the bosom of the Kingdom of Immortality).

I hope that even as thou hast asked it, thou wilt be successful;
that thy life will be spent in service, thou wilt be severed from
all else (save GOD) and that thou wilt be engaged in speaking
of the True One.

Utmost love and kindness was shown unto the bakers because
of the services they rendered unto you.

Kiss thou on My behalf both cheeks of the rose of the Rose-
garden of the Love of GOD, Abdul Hossein Khan (i.e., our
son). I pray that he will be assisted and successful.

His honor Haji Mirza Abdullah has not yet returned any letters.
If any arrive they will be sent to you.

About one half of the pages containing the description of your
visit here, which you left in Akka has been considered; and,
GOD willing, the rest will also be seen, and then it will be sent
unto you.

To sum up: I hope you will always be the servant of the King-
dom of GOD, thy services will be accepted in the Holy Thresh-
old, and (Divine) assistance and success will successively reach
thee!
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AB09266

To: Haji Aziz Khan, in Qazvin
Date: 1907-Aug-09+

O faithful servant of the Ancient Beauty! At this moment
thou art mentioned in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and art
remembered with love in the gathering of the friends. Thy
remembrance, like the morning breeze, refreshes hearts, and
mention of thee brings joy and delight to the loved ones of
God.

Today the greatest obligation of the loved ones of God is obedi-
ence and submission to the government, composure and dignity
in all conditions, well-wishing toward the throne of sovereignty,
and prayers for the just monarch.

And upon thee be glory.
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ABO01110

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Alexandria
Date: 1907-Aug-1/

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your letter dated 5
Rajab 1325 arrived. I was very pleased with its contents, for
it provided decisive proof of your benevolence towards Haji
Aga Muhammad. A hundred praises! The divine friends must
become each other’s consolers in times of tribulation, consult
together for the deliverance of friends, and to the extent pos-
sible become the cause of each other’s peace of mind and con-
science. The divine loved ones share in all rights and in truth
have the status of one soul. If one suffers loss, all have suffered
loss. If one profits, all profit, for the bonds are firm and the
foundation of unity is now established.
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As for what you wrote concerning the man with the trunk
(Khartumi), God eventually branded his trunk, as He says
“We shall brand him on the trunk.” That message which I
sent through you to be conveyed to him had some relevance
and connection to him, but that fool did not notice, for he
was waiting for ‘Abdu’l-Baha to hasten to the Abha Kingdom
and for the Manifestation of violation, like the golden calf, to
establish himself in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s place. It is the story of
Solomon and the calf, with Khartumi becoming prime minis-
ter and chief of representatives. How far, how far from what
they are promised! The story still continues - do you remember
the tale of the preacher of ‘Umar?

In any case, however much they waver, praise be to God that
you remain firm and steadfast, and however much they are ig-
norant, you are wise and intelligent. Each of the divine friends
is equal to the peoples of the earth and stands against all the
world’s nations like a mighty edifice - “how oft hath a small
host triumphed over a numerous host!” Now praise be to God
that despite this, the party of Yahya and the people of viola-
tion are one while the divine loved ones are thousands. Those
foolish ones are few in number and in utter degradation and
decline.

It was written some days after the Ascension, and you have also
read it: “Soon you will see the violators in manifest loss.” Thus
have the signs of the greatest abasement encompassed them. It
will become worse than this degree and level. It will reach a
point where their descendants will deny any relation to them
and will go somewhere where no one will know or recognize
that they are their descendants. This is a promise that will
not prove false and a destined matter. The friends will see
with their own eyes. As the ancients said: Who is Samiri to
stand against the white hand, and how can the lowing of the
calf and the rope of sorcery resist the manifest serpent? “Say:
Truth has come and falsehood has perished, indeed falsehood
is ever bound to perish.”
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AB11100

Date: 1907-Aug-14

You have asked concerning the relations and genealogy of the
mother of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The father and grandfather went to
Persia from the regions of Taif, and the inhabitants of those
regions are all, with very few exceptions, descendents of the
posterity of Ishmael.

Upon thee be Baha'u’llah El-Abhal

BSTW#020, BSTW#072

AB00404

To: Agqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Baghistan

Date: 1907-Sep ca.

My God, my God! Thou hast created sanctified souls who
are attracted to the kingdom of Thy beauty, and Thou hast
breathed into them the Holy Spirit, and quickened them with
the breaths of Thy days, and chosen them for Thy remem-
brance and praise, and selected them to spread Thy verses,
and elected them from among Thy servants, and picked them
to manifest Thy signs, and approved for them to convey Thine
image, and desired for them to be characterized by Thy at-
tributes.

2 Among them is this servant whom Thou named the Spiritual
Youth and the All-Merciful Youth, and reared in the cradle of
guidance, and nurtured in the bosom of love and devotion, and
clothed with the robe of piety, and confirmed with power from
on high, until he arose to serve Thee and donned the cloak of
servitude to Thee, and called the people to the spring of Thy
mercy, and drew them through the magnet of Thy love to the
center of Thy oneness.

O Lord! Make him a beacon of guidance and a standard wav-
ing in the winds of Thy love through valleys and hills, a herald
among mankind, a lion roaring in the thickets of the most ex-
alted Kingdom, a dove cooing in the luminous garden, a pea-
cock crying out in the gardens of the highest Paradise, a sword
clanging against the covenant-breakers in God’s Covenant, and
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a bow with arrows penetrating the breasts of those who vio-
late God’s Testament. O Lord! Make him speak with decisive
proofs, overwhelming evidence, brilliant arguments and radi-
ant demonstrations to prove Thy Cause, the dawning of Thy
light, the appearance of Thy beauty, the establishment of Thy
signs and the realization of Thy words. Unite through him the
congregation of the loved ones and gather through him the scat-
tered chosen ones until they become a mighty force radiating
lights, gleaming with mysteries, spreading effects, and achiev-
ing aspirations, so that they may aid Thy religion, serve Thy
manifest light, exalt Thy word, universalize Thy mercy, dis-
seminate Thy knowledge, and raise the banner of glad tidings
upon the Ark of Guidance, and may the winds of divine accep-
tance blow as harbingers before Thy mercy, and may they sail
upon the seas of knowledge through Thy grace and gift, and
reach the shore of salvation through Thy bounty and favor.

O Lord! The loved ones in the Land of Kha implore Thee
and beseech Thy kingdom and take refuge at Thy holy thresh-
old and grieve before Thee and hasten to the sanctuary of
Thy grandeur, their eyes gazing toward the dawning-place of
Thy favors, their ears stretched toward hearing Thy call, their
tongues speaking Thy remembrance and praise. O Lord! Kin-
dle in their hearts the fire of Thy love whose flames rise to the
kingdom of Thy divinity and whose blaze consumes the veils
drawn over the eyes of humanity and the covering dominat-
ing the sight of the blind. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Supporter, the Powerful, the Generous, the Bestower. There
is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the Remover of veils, the
Lifter of coverings from Thy beauty at which the minds of the
people of wisdom are bewildered and the insight of the people
of understanding is dazzled. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Bestower, and verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
All-Forgiving.

5 O Spiritual Youth! This title and name issued from the purified

mouth of the Beloved of the horizons, therefore I found no
better attribute with which to praise thee. I have one wish, and
that is that thou mayest be assisted and confirmed in fulfilling
the requirements, virtues, characteristics and conditions of this
glorious name and All-Merciful title, and this is better for thee
than all that the sun rises upon and for which the earth quakes.

O Spiritual Youth! Strive that the Land of Kha may become
the East where the Sun of Reality rises, where the manifest
light shines forth, where the breezes of highest paradise blow,
where the cloud of mercy rains down, where it becomes the
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highest Paradise, where the life-giving air perfumes the nostrils
of all the world. This is what I wish from the Lord of the First
and the Last, and for which I sacrifice my spirit in this first
life. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

Convey to all the loved ones of God the longing greetings of
‘Abdu’l-Baha and say: O luminous faces and O merciful souls!
How can you find rest and repose while ‘Abdu’l-Baha is rest-
less? How can you exercise patience and forbearance while this
prisoner is striving night and day? This is not the time for si-
lence and quiet, nor the moment for decline and fall. This is
the time for melody and song, the moment for the lute and
harp and dulcimer and psaltery, until you raise a clamor in
all regions and cause the foundation of the people of hatred
to quake, and grant jubilation to the people of longing, and
convey the Greatest Glad Tidings to the ears of the seekers.
Verily your Lord will assist you through His grace and mercy,
and will aid you with hosts of His angels, and will confirm
you in His religion. Verily my Lord is Mighty, Powerful, the
Almighty, the Helper, the Bestower.
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AB01708

To: Masih Rastigar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Sep ca.

O divine one! Your letter was received and its contents under-
stood. Praise be to God, you have hastened to the stream of
the love of God and witnessed the brilliant divine light in the
pillar of fire. You have been delivered from the Pharaoh of self
and passion, crossed the sea of suppositions and idle fancies,
and reached the holy land, the dawning-place of divine mani-
festations and the rising point of verses. Give thanks to God
and be confident in His grace and favor, for He makes every
difficulty easy and every hardship simple.

Tell Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad that the divine sea is full of
waves and the cloud of grace and bounty is at the height of
outpouring. The hidden confirmations are successive and the

infinite bounties are continuous. Be confident in the grace of
the Lord.
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For the late Mirza Abdul-Rahim, a plea for forgiveness was
made at the Threshold of Oneness: “My God and my Deliverer
in the surging of the sea of my disobedience, and my Savior
when I plunge into the depths of forgetfulness! I have no safe
refuge except the gate of Thy oneness, no impregnable shelter
save the threshold of Thy singleness, and no lofty sanctuary
but the court of Thy merciful presence. I have fled from the
wilderness of forgetfulness to the vicinity of grace and bounty,
and I implore and say: O Lord, reach Thy servant Abdul-
Rahim with Thy abundant grace, protect him from painful
torment, admit him to the paradise of bliss, preserve him from
the fires of hell, make him immortal in Thy great Kingdom,
give him to drink from the spring of Tasnim, grant him the
flowing water, and cause him to dwell in the vicinity of Thy
mercy, O Lord of the worlds!

Then I beseech Thee with humility and submissiveness, and
seek intercession for Thy servant Masih ibn Khalil, that Thou
might pardon him through Thy bountiful grace and forgive
him through Thy glorious name. Lord, he is sick hoping for
Thy mighty healing, thirsty longing for the flowing waters, and
poor seeking enrichment from Thy hidden treasure. My God,
my God! Make every difficulty easy for him, restore everything
ruined, and bring order to everything scattered. My God, my
God! Gather what is dispersed of his affairs, unite what is
separated, forgive his sins, and remove his troubles. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower,
and verily Thou art the Protector, the Exalted, the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving.”
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AB03241

To: Jinab-i Mishkin (Dirakhsh) et al.,
Date: 1907-Sep ca.

in Baghistan

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The soul yearns for the Beloved
and the heart is weary of this world of water and clay. The
spirit is attracted and the heart is aflame. In such a state, with
such glad tidings and joy, this prisoner remembers the friends
with gladness and finds spiritual delight. Observe how the
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fragrances of the love of God have prevailed and encompassed
all.

‘Abdu’l-Baha is in such a state that he longs to sacrifice his
life for each of the friends of God and offer himself as a ransom.
Would that I were but a hair on the bodies of the loved ones!
Would that I could sacrifice my spirit and being for the chosen
ones! Would that my blood could be shed in the path of the
near ones! Would that my body could be torn to pieces for
love of the God-fearing ones!

What shall I write and how shall I praise you? You are en-
chanted by the face of that Beloved and enraptured by that
perfumed tress. You are wanderers in His lane and thirsting
for His stream, intoxicated with His desire and enamored of
His nature. I hope that in the East and West these virtues and
characteristics of the friends will become clear and evident and
serve as proof of the manifestation of the All-Merciful Lord.

Verily my Lord assists whom He willeth in whatsoever He wil-
leth. And ye will not except as God wills, and He specially
favors with His mercy whom He willeth. This is of God’s grace
which He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth. Verily my
Lord hath power over all things.
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AB04712

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Sep ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Through the infinite
bounty of the Lord God, thou art engaged in service and speak-
ing in praise of the Divine Unity. Thou art sacrificing thy soul
with all thy heart. Therefore, rejoice with all thy consciousness
that thou art the manifestation of favors and the recipient of
gifts and assistance. Thou art successful in every respect and
confirmed in every matter.

Jinab-i-Amin always praises your benevolent deeds and ex-
presses gratitude that Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah is stead-
fast in rendering assistance, constant in service, striving for
the good of all, and content with God’s grace and bounty. He
prays for confirmation on your behalf. This very success in ser-
vices is itself confirmation and the essence of divine assistance.
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We beseech from His great grace and bounty that you may
ever be the object of His glance of favor and the manifestation
of the bestowals of the Divine Unity. That family has always
been confirmed and successful in services, and the fame of the
services of the Sadat-i-Khams will reach through centuries and
ages and spread throughout the Concourse on High.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Usku’i, Javad son of Mashhadi Fayyad Usku’i et al., in Tabriz

Date: 1907-Sep ca.

O divine friends! Your letter arrived and was read. Praise be
to God that you are sacrificing your lives, and are among the
people of faith and certitude, attracted to the holy fragrances
and enkindled with the fire of the love of God. You are suc-
cessful in servitude at the Sacred Threshold and are intimate
with the mention of God.

I hope that you will attain to the station of divine good-
pleasure and recite the verses of the Most Great Bounty. I
will entreat and implore at the Threshold of Oneness and
beseech aid and bounty from the Lord that you may progress
at every moment in the degrees of faith and certitude and
attain to the highest horizon of knowledge.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Isabella D Brittingham, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Sep-03

The letter thou hast forwarded from Seattle was received. Its
contents became the cause of joy and fragrance. Praise be
to GOD, thou art assisted in the service of the Kingdom and
art confirmed in the diffusion of the Fragrance of God. Thou
hast dedicated thy time and life to the spreading of the Cause
of God, and art engaged with complete magnanimity in the
training of souls. Rest thou assured that thou wilt find such a
confirmation that thou wilt become the envy of all the women
of the world. In reality, thou art a believer, and assured, firm,
and steadfast, attracted and a speaker.

I supplicate divine mercy from the Kingdom of the Merciful
in behalf of thy brother. Likewise I ask confirmation in behalf
of thy brother and his daughter, from the Lord of Hosts, that
they become quickened, mindful, illumined and celestial.

Convey the utmost kindness in behalf of Abdul Baha to Mr.
and Mrs. Frankland.

Present My respectful greeting to Mrs. Goodall and Mrs.
Cooper. Announce to the two young Japanese and say: “His
Imperial Highness (the Mikado) became the cause of the
material progress of Japan. I hope that ye may become the
cause of the spiritual development. This is the principle of
progress. Unless man makes spiritual progress in the world of
spirit, intellect, and heart, he cannot gather universal results
from material advancements. Now, you must gird up the loins
of endeavor, and reflect duly, so that ye may quicken the
people of Japan through the Spirit of God.”

Convey My utmost heavenly love to Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Latimer,
Mrs. White and Mrs. [illeg.], and say: “O ye seekers after
the Lord of Hosts! The doors of the Kingdom are opened.
The divine Glad-tidings are uninterrupted and the merciful
outpourings are descending. The cup of the Wine of the Love
of God is passing round and the melody of the birds of the
Paradise of Abha is raised. Then exert ye with all your hearts
and souls to partake abundant share from this inexhaustible
Bounty, become intoxicated and exhilarated with this Wine,
be gladdened and rejoiced, and seek after Eternal Life.”

Convey My greeting to Mrs. Parsons in Portland, and say:
“Today is the [illeg.] of the Day thou wert hoping for and
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aspiring unto. Think, that thou mayest associate thyself with
a work which will become the...

TAB.565, JWTA.024-025

AB01918

To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O thou steadfast in the Covenant!

The letter which thou hadst addressed to Jinab-i-Mirza Munir
hath come to hand. From its contents the utmost joy was
attained. Praise thou God that thou didst cross the sea of
East and West, didst reach the haven of thy desire, and didst
attain unto the pilgrimage of the Holy Threshold.

Although the period of your sojourn in this Most Great Prison
was very brief, yet I hope that it will be as oil and fire, which,
as soon as it draweth nigh unto the flame, is straightway enkin-
dled. Wherefore, God willing, great results shall issue from this
meeting.

O thou steadfast in the Covenant! Be firm in the Cause, be
occupied with service, awaken the souls, and make the minds
keen and vigilant, that the spiritual outpourings may be con-
tinual and the heart-to-heart communion unceasing. Be thou
assured of the grace and bounty of the All-Glorious Beauty.

I was grieved at the passing of Mr. Fiske; yet I supplicated and
entreated at the Threshold of the One True God and begged
for him forgiveness. Convey my greetings and loving-kindness
unto his son, and say unto him: Lament not the death of thy
father. Put thy trust in God; seek thy refuge in the Kingdom
of Abha. Thy father hath hastened unto the everlasting world,
hath obtained his portion from the realm of the All-Merciful,
and in that eternal realm, in the utmost joy, hath attained
unto everlasting life.

Do thou likewise follow in the footsteps of thy father and
be adorned with his qualities and attributes. Keep his lamp
aflame and make his garden fruitful, that thou mayest become
his true son and be made worthy of the bounties and favours
of the Lord.
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In any case, O Mr. Wilhelm, thou didst go to Paris and didst
hasten to London, and didst gladden and oblige the friends.
Convey, on My behalf, longing greetings to Mr. Harris, and
extend the utmost kindness to Mr. Ober, and likewise convey
My greetings to that young Persian.

Bear, on My behalf, greetings to thine honoured mother, that
assured handmaid of God.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
‘Abdu’l-Baha.

TAB.152-153

AB02331

To: Spiritual Assembly of Seattle, WA et al.
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O ye children of the Kingdom!

2 The letter that ye have written, although short and significant,
was a manifest book and an evidence of your faith and assur-
ance and a proof of your union and harmony.

Praise be to God! that ye are gathered in one assembly like
unto the stars of the Pleiades, are illumined with the light of
the knowledge of God and through the outpouring of cloud of
the love of God, ye are the fresh flowers of the meadow and
plain; ye are intimate and familiar with infinite unity and love.

Therefore, this meeting is blessed. But if it is firmly established
and become constant, it will bring forth great results and most
weighty developments will be attained. Consequently, perse-
vere ye in renewing your meetings and display utmost magna-
nimity in firmness and steadfastness. When the root of the
tree of the garden is well established and its protection is safe-
guarded, it will bring forth luscious fruits.

5 Likewise, when the regiment of an army and the individuals of
a cohort are united and related with ease, untold triumphs will
be acquired. But if they come together one day and disperse
another day, no fruits will be produced.
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Therefore, as ye have prepared an army of heaven and become
the host of life, ye must continue to hold meetings, have spir-
itual communications, be firm in resolution, steadfast in pur-
pose and be constant and persevering so that ye may win ce-
lestial conquests.

I supplicate and entreat at the Threshold of God to assist and
confirm you in firmness and steadfastness and cause you to
guide the inhabitants of that region.

TAB.689-690, BWF.403-403x
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AB02957

To: M M Beckwith, in Oakland
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O precious maidservant of God! Thy letter hath arrived. Thou
hast written that through unbearable grief thou art a prisoner
in a grievous prison. Praise be to God! Thou hast become
liberated and hast found a way from the prison to the palace.
Rest assured. The assistance of the Holy Spirit is descending
and the breezes of the Abha Paradise are wafting. A follower
of Baha is free and is winging his flight unto the apex of the
Kingdom of God.

Give not in to sorrow and despair. Nay, rather spend Thy days
in joy and gladness that thou mayest be born into the world of
God’s love and become wholly free from fear and peril. Eternal
life is ordained for thee; wherefore dost thou fear? The gates of
the Kingdom are open before thy face; why dost thou despair?

The spiritual life of man after ascending from this material
world is even as the bodily life of man after being born from
the world of the womb. Although he possessed a life in his
mother’s belly, that life was cheerless and without fruit. When
he came out of his mother’s womb and put foot into this world,
his bodily life became perfected. In the same way, although
in this world man hath a spiritual life, such a life resembleth
the life of the fetus. When he hasteneth from this world to the
world of the Kingdom and maketh his way to the divine realm,
then his spiritual life will attain completion.
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I beseech God to assist thee to become firm and steadfast in
this heavenly Cause. Then the fulfillment of all thy hopes and
desires will be possible.
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ABO03370

To: Edwin Fisher, in Germany
Date: 1907-Sep-03

...Thou hast written regarding the four canine teeth in man,
saying that these teeth, two in the upper jaw and two in the
lower, are for the purpose of eating meat. Know thou that
these four teeth are not created for meat-eating, although one
can eat meat with them. All the teeth of man are made for
eating fruit, cereals and vegetables. These four teeth, however,
are designed for breaking hard shells, such as those of almonds.
But eating meat is not forbidden or unlawful, nay, the point
is this, that it is possible for man to live without eating meat
and still be strong. Meat is nourishing and containeth the
elements of herbs, seeds and fruits; therefore sometimes it is
essential for the sick and for the rehabilitation of health. There
is no objection in the Law of God to the eating of meat if it is
required. So if thy constitution is rather weak and thou findest
meat useful, thou mayest eat it.

...0 son of the Kingdom! If you intend to marry, you should
choose a Baha'’i girl who is faithful and assured, firm and stead-
fast, and possessed of both material and spiritual perfections....
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AB12312

To: Knobloch, Alma et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O beloved maidservants of God! The bounty of God has chosen
you from among all maidservants to arise in service to the
Kingdom, to chant the verses of the realm of divinity, and to
become the cause of guidance to souls.

Miss Alma Knobloch has truly demonstrated in this journey
that she is a cherished maidservant at the Threshold of Oneness
and is cultured and distinguished in the Kingdom of God.

This work is the work, for it has everlasting results and is the
cause of eternal life. All affairs, even though they may be of
utmost importance, yield fruit and effect for but a few days
and then are completely effaced and perish, except service to
the divine Kingdom, attraction to the holy fragrances of the
All-Merciful, awakening of souls, quickening of hearts, glad-
dening of spirits, improvement of character, and education of
individuals.

I hope that you will be assisted and confirmed in this. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.038-039

AB06333

To: Dr T'N Berlin
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O thou who art waiting for the Appearance of the Kingdom!

Glad-tidings be unto thee, for the Kingdom of God hath raised
its tent and tabernacle upon the apex of the world, the stan-
dard of the Kingdom is hoisted, the call of the Kingdom is sent
forth and the hosts of the Kingdom have appeared.

Therefore, there are many fortresses and castles of hearts which
are conquered and many regions of spirits which are subdued.
The lights of the Kingdom have shone forth from the horizon
of the East and the West. Praise be to God! that thou hast
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entered therein and hast received manifest outpouring from
the Most Great Beauty.

Although thou art old in age, yet thou art young in spirit and
have freshness and vivacity, vigor and strength, beauty and
sweetness. Thank God for this.

TAB.667-668

ABO08815

To: Emma H Harmon, in Seattle
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O thou maid-servant of God! The breeze of Life is wafting
from the rose-garden of the Kingdom; become thou undoubt-
edly moved thereby. The rays of light are emanating from the
Luminary of regions; become thou unquestionably illumined
thereby. From the breaths of the Holy Spirit eternal life is
manifest; become thou assuredly quickened thereby.

Drink thou as much as thou canst from this overflowing cup
of the love of God and then cause others to drink; take thou a
portion from this ocean of guidance and then suffer others to
share.

I hope that God will become thy helper and the outpouring of
the manifest Light will shine in thy heart.

TAB.668

AB10070

To: Dora A Dunbar, in Seattle
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O thou bird of the Rose-garden of the Love of God!

Thank thou God that, through the utterance of Mrs. Brit-
tingham, thou hast heard of the universe of the Kingdom, thy
heart recognized (the Truth), thine eyes became seeing and thy
soul became mindful. Shouldst thou remain firm and steadfast
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in faith, the desire of thy heart and soul will become realized,
thou wilt find the utmost joy and wilt be assisted in visiting
the Holy Threshold.

TAB.669

AB10603

To: Mrs S E M Lamon, in Seattle
Date: 1907-Sep-03

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom! Thy letter was
received and I supplicated and implored at the Divine Kingdom
that He may bestow real health to thee, thy husband and thy
child and confirm all of you by the heavenly assistance and
grant you happiness and joy in both worlds!

TAB.668

AB00549

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani et al., in Baghistan

Date: 1907-Sep-08+

O divine friends! Jinab-i-Aqa Ghulam-Husayn has written a
letter listing the blessed names of the friends and requesting
individual letters for each one. But this servant is so occupied
that I cannot express it - night and day there is not a minute’s
opportunity for expression or chance to move the pen. Most
letters remain unanswered, and beyond this, papers from all
directions have accumulated such that multiple people could
not manage to read them, let alone write responses. Despite
this, this servant reviews all letters with utmost speed and
becomes aware of their contents, and to the extent possible
does not fail to respond. However, of the letters from Europe

and America, only one in twenty or thirty receives a reply.

In any case, despite all these occupations and difficulties and
lack of time and opportunity, I have still undertaken writing
this letter so you may know how much this prisoner’s heart is
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attached to the spiritual loved ones - no obstacle prevents it
and no occupation diverts it.

In brief, in these days the musk-scented breeze is wafting across
the ambergris-strewing horizons, and East and West are in
motion and vibration. The melody of the Word of God has
become world-conquering and the fame of the Cause of God
has become the light of every gathering. The ears of all na-
tions are extended toward the Holy Shrine and the divine call
from the circumambulation place of the Supreme Concourse
has reached East and West. Therefore it is hoped that soon a
mighty stirring will occur among near and distant nations and
the banner of the Most Glorious Kingdom will wave in East
and West. But the loved ones of Iran must act with utmost
wisdom in these days of turmoil and occupy themselves with
well-wishing for the new monarch and show humility and sup-
plication at the Divine Threshold and engage in lamentation
and entreaty so that the throne of Iranian sovereignty may be
strengthened and complete connection and harmony achieved
between government and people.

O divine friends! As much as you can, awaken and alert peo-
ple through your conduct and deeds. If behavior and actions
follow the counsels and advice of the Blessed Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, it is an eloquent teach-
ing and causes the spread of a new spirit. Therefore you must
seek fellowship with all people and pursue friendship with all
nations. Do not object to anyone, do not cause anyone to
be hurt. Win hearts and free souls from snares and traps.
Rather, be well-wishers to ill-wishers and become heart and
soul friends to enemies. Consider strangers as familiar and oth-
ers as friends. Behave in such a way that it is the attractive
force of existence and speak in such a manner that it is the
magnet of the praiseworthy station. Although enemies have
extended the hand of aggression against the Furughis and en-
gaged in lies and calumny, you must not give importance to
this aggression and enmity. Deal with them in the opposite
way and seek harmony and say “We have no complaint against
anyone and will not complain, and we know that all affairs are
by divine decree and inevitable fate. We see no cause, we look
to the Causer. We seek forgiveness for transgressors and at
the Divine Threshold we seek intercession for rebels, and to
the extent possible we are kind friends to every ill-wisher and
with every prejudiced one we are without thought and with-
out illness. We ask God that the sleeping be awakened and
the heedless become alert, and we are constantly engaged in
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prayer and show humility and supplication.” And upon you be .\S:f Slde oMl 5 wed O
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AB12534

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Sep-26

Thou hast written about Dr. Fisher, that praise be to God,
thou hast found a helper for him and ere long she will start for
Germany. Truly I way, the beloved maid-servant of God, Miss
Alma Knobloch, is very much acceptable for this service [and]
thou hast done well to shooe her. She is accepted by all means,
but regarding her stay in Germany, she must stay as long as
possible. Forward to this land a copy of every tablet translated
into the German language. I hope the endeavors and exertions
of these two sisters may display all-encircling effects.

BBBD.037x

AB03000

To: Unknown, in Rasht
Date: 1907-Sep-30

O divine friends! In every age when the divine banner was 43 al A g-/c ’y 2 s S oLl Gl
raised, the spiritual kindred gathered beneath its shade and
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The world of existence is like the human form - all its members
and parts, even to the finest and most delicate veins and nerves,
must assist one another so that the collective body may attain
health, well-being, comfort and life.

Observe how throughout all creation these divine connections,
this universal order and divine law are in operation. Consider
the plant, which releases an element that gives life to animals,
while animals provide an element that causes the growth and
development of plants. Thus, cooperation and mutual assis-
tance are evident and manifest among all created things.

This matter requires detailed explanation and elaboration, but
‘Abdu’l-Baha swears by the precious lives of the friends that
He has absolutely no time, and therefore must be brief. The
friends will provide the details.

The point is that helping mankind is among the greatest or-
dinances and most glorious commandments, especially toward
the friends of God who, in both the physical and spiritual
worlds, are members and parts of one another.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB00076

Date: 1907-10

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that He has made
this prison a palace for His loved ones and transformed this
Most Great Prison into a garden of the favors of the Ancient
Beauty. Though imprisoned and confined, yet praise be to God,
each of the friends of God, like holy souls, are ready to sacrifice
their lives, joyfully offering themselves, and gladly shedding
their blood, seeking the good pleasure of the Glorious Lord.
We find poison to be honey and bitterness to be sweetness.
Our nostrils are perfumed with holy fragrances and our eyes
are illumined by the light of the Abha Kingdom. Our hearts
are engaged in prayer every morn and eve, supplicating at the
Most Great and Glorious Threshold:
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2 O Lord, Thou art the Forgiver! O Creator, Thou art the Mag-
nanimous One! Grant, then, a portion of Thy effulgence to
Thy yearning lovers, and bestow a ray from the Beloved of the
horizons upon the lovers of Thy Face. Bring the wanderers in
the desert of separation into the precincts of reunion, and ad-
mit those lost in the wilderness of remoteness into the sacred
sanctuary of attainment. Deliver the lovers from deprivation
and grant order and peace to the distracted ones in the feast
of nearness. Make the silent ones eloquent and the despairing
ones hopeful. Make the strangers intimate and the deprived
ones confidants of Thy mysteries. Ignite those that are extin-
guished and consume those that are frozen with the fire of Thy
love. Show the path of guidance and open the gates of the
Abha Kingdom. Demolish the foundation of envy and hatred,
raise high the pavilion of love and faithfulness, and provide
remedy to the helpless ones.

O Kind Beloved! Every destitute one is wandering in Thy
lane, every wingless bird is caught in Thy tresses, every lost
and wandering soul is gazing toward Thee, and every burning
heart is thirsting for Thy stream. Though the people of the
world are heedless, yet in their souls they are engaged in con-
versation with Thee. They know not and recognize not, they
seek not and pursue not, yet they are deserving of Thy favors
and worthy of Thy bounty and grace. O Generous One! Look
not upon the capacity of the sick, but deal with them through
Thy abundant grace and guide them with Thy manifest light.
Assist Thy loved ones and give the glad-tidings of attainment
to the lovers of the Kingdom of Beauty. Grant healing to the
hearts and souls of those afflicted with love. Enable each one to
serve at Thy Threshold, number them among the truthful ones,
and make them of Thy sincere friends. Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, and Thou art the Bestower, the Radiant, the
All-Glorious.

O my spiritual friends! His honor Ishaq Khan, with weeping
eyes, burning heart and grieving soul, has requested that I
write a letter, and has pleaded for the effect of this pen. In
truth, the friends are prostrate at the Threshold, and the com-
panions are servants and guardians. With illumined counte-
nance and burning heart he makes mention of the loved ones
of God, beseeches infinite confirmation, and compels ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to turn in utter lowliness and lamentation to the Court
of the Most High, that I may weep and implore in the Abha
Kingdom, write to the loved ones of God, and seek assistance
and bounty from the Threshold of the Most Great Name for
the beloved ones.
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O friends! A thousand thanks are due to that Kind Beloved
Who has made the believers so loving toward one another and
bestowed upon the longing ones attachment of heart and soul.
Love one another as much as ye can, cherish each other, asso-
ciate even with strangers, nurture every stubborn denier, and
bestow fitting grace and favor freely. This is the way of the
people of Baha, this is the path of those firm in the Covenant,
this is the attribute of those who love the Beloved of the hori-
zons, this is the manner of those attracted to the Kingdom of
Splendors.

; I hope that you will shine like candles and, like the divine kin-

dled fire, burn away the veils of the doubts and suspicions of
the imitators among the people of learning. For in these days
some thoughtless ones have imagined that knowledge contra-
dicts the truths and meanings revealed by the peerless Lord,
whereas whatever is revealed through divine inspiration is real-
ity itself, and whatever in technical matters and philosophical
thoughts contradicts the explicit text of the Book represents
deficiency in those sciences and learning, not in the truths and
meanings derived from the Beautiful One Who is known.

Thus in the Qur’an verses were explicitly revealed that contra-
dicted the philosophical views, technical matters and mathe-
matical principles of the learned of that age. Therefore it was
thought that these divine texts were contrary to reality since
they opposed the established mathematical technical principles
of the horizons. At that time, all mathematical matters were
based on Ptolemaic principles, and the Almagest was accepted
by all people of learning in all climes. Ptolemy’s astronomi-
cal theory was based on the earth being stationary and the
spheres moving, while Qur’anic texts such as “all swim in a
sphere” contradicted this. Similarly, Ptolemy’s astronomy at-
tributed orbital motion to the sun, while the Qur’anic text
established axial motion for the sun, stating “the sun moves in
a resting place for it; that is the ordinance of the Mighty, the
All-Knowing.” However, after the people of science and math-
ematics investigated and researched for a thousand years, and
created observational instruments and equipment and observed
the stars, it became clear and evident, proved and established,
that the explicit text of the Qur’an corresponded to reality
while all Ptolemaic principles were false. In this indeed is a
lesson for those possessed of understanding.

Glory be to God! Some of the learned men of Europe have
imagined religion to be opposed to science and antagonistic to
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it, nay rather, God forbid, to be the very cause whereby igno-
rance hath gained ascendancy over all mankind. For they say
that science resteth upon proof and demonstration, whereas
religion possesseth neither foundation nor basis. And yet the
divine Religion is itself the promoter of knowledge, the founder
of the arts and sciences, the expounder of questions, and the
interpreter of realities.

Consider how the Arab peoples were in the utmost ignorance,
nay, blind and deaf, and like unto the beasts, wandering in the
Arabian desert in their winter and summer migrations, distin-
guished by the most abhorrent deeds and the most repugnant
habits. When the Beauty of Muhammad dawned from the hori-
zon of Yathrib and Bat’ha, the religion of God manifested such
power and might that in a brief span these ignorant peoples
became the foremost among the learned in all sciences and arts,
and perfected the deficiencies in the sciences and arts of the
philosophers. Likewise, in all degrees of progress they reached
the highest pinnacle, such that Baghdad became the center of
learning and Bukhara the source of the arts, and knowledge
raised such a standard in Andalusia that all the learned ones
of Europe came to the schools of Cordova and Cordoba to ac-
quire the light of knowledge from the lamp of Islamic schools.
Among them was a youth from Europe who studied sciences
and arts under the Islamic divines in the schools of Cordoba,
and when he returned to Europe, he achieved such prominence
that in a short time he was elected Pope and ruled over all the
regions of Europe. These details are recorded in the French
history of Draper which is a published history and established
by historical texts.

Likewise, observe how the people of Israel in the land of Egypt
were in the utmost degradation and bondage, wandering in
the wilderness of ignorance and unawareness. When His Ho-
liness Moses was guided by the divine fire and beheld a ray
of light from the flame of Sinai, He arose to guide Israel. He
led that lost and wandering people, who were captive to the
oppression of tyrants and deprived of all sciences and arts, to
the Holy Land. He established the religion of God, gave coun-
sels, and implemented divine ordinances. In a brief time, Israel
advanced in all sciences and arts, and the fame of Israel’s great-
ness reached east and west, and the renown of their knowledge
stirred all regions of the world. Even many Greek philosophers,
such as Socrates and Pythagoras, hastened to the Holy Land
and acquired sciences and arts from Israel, then returned to
Greece and made the Greeks learned and awakened them from
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the sleep of negligence. This is how the Greek philosophers
acquired such fame and renown in sciences and arts.

Now, in the presence of these manifest proofs and decisive ev-
idences which are established by the historical texts of all na-
tions, is it fair for anyone to claim that religion is opposed to
knowledge and sciences? God forbid! Soon you shall see the
Baha’is become foremost among the learned in all sciences and
arts, and they shall raise the banner of knowledge and learning
to the highest heaven. They shall become the center of great
discoveries and the source of endless inventions. And this is
not difficult for God to accomplish.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06198

To: Brittingham, James F et al.
Date: 1907-Oct-07

O ye two honourable souls!

Your letter was received and its contents noted. My heart was
saddened to learn that those two respected persons, who were
even as one soul, should now be separated and their affection
turned into estrangement.

Although divorce is permissible, yet it is strongly abhorred and
condemned in the sight of God. Divorce may only take place
when no alternative is left, when the two parties feel aversion
for each other and are in torment. Now, if such is the case,
perform the divorce. However, after divorce is decided upon,
ye must wait for one year for it to be effected. Should affection
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be renewed during this year of separation, it would be highly
pleasing.

The Glory of Glories rest upon you both!

If divorce taketh place, the spiritual love and affection between
you should increase, and ye should become like a brother and
sister.
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AB02658

To: Baha’is of Denver, CO
Date: 1907-Oct-09

O servants of God and handmaids of the Lord! Think not that
ye are forgotten for even a moment. ‘Abdu’l-Baha maketh men-
tion of you at all times with the utmost love and kindness, and
supplicateth at the Threshold of God for His aid and favour,
that invisible assistance may be vouchsafed unto you and the
effusions of His grace may encompass you. May the friends
in that region burn brightly even as candles, and the hand-
maids of the Merciful shine forth like unto stars. May they
illuminate that country and make that land into a delectable
paradise. May they proffer the wine of guidance and exhilarate
them that yearn after the Realm of Glory. May they open the
doors of the school of the spirit and be instructed by the heav-
enly Teacher in the mysteries of the love of God. May they
associate with each other in utter humility and achieve spiri-
tual communion. May they, each and all, sacrifice their lives
and possessions for others and be kind to all the inhabitants
of the world. May they rend asunder the veil of estrangement
and consort with all people in unity. May they show trustwor-
thiness even to the treacherous and love even to the oppressor.
May they consider enemies as friends and regard strangers as
comrades. These are the counsels and exhortations of God.

O friends! O handmaids of the Merciful! In gratitude for this
most great guidance, associate with all people in the utmost
joy and gladness, so that the eye of God’s favour may be turned
towards you. Be not saddened by any calamity nor grieved by
any trial. Remain firm and steadfast until your cherished hope
may at last be realized and your highest wish fulfilled before
the eyes of the world. Blessed are ye by the grace of your Lord,
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ABU2607

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Is it right to address prayer to a Manifestation of God?

Q. Is it right to address prayer to a Manifestation of God?

A. It is as difficult for the human mind to understand the
Essence of God as for the watch to understand its maker, but
through the Manifestations it becomes easier to understand
His Spirit and therefore to draw near it. Otherwise, we must
form for ourselves a mental conception of God, which may be
a false one. The only test of its truth lies in the influence this
conception has upon our lives; if it makes us kind and loving
in our relations with our fellow-men, we may know it is a true
one. In other words, it must produce in our hearts a love of
God, which must be transmuted into love for man.

SW_ v08#10 p.136x, PN_ 1907 p016

ABU2909

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka

Asked about the difference between soul and spirit, He replied:

“The spirit results from the union of body and soul; this spirit
becomes immortal, always remaining with the soul and form-
ing for it, after death, a sort of ethereal body.” He added
- “There is a human and a divine spirit, the latter coming
through knowledge of and belief in God. The human spirit is
superior to the body and struggles with it for control of the
soul: when it succeeds, the soul becomes heavenly, when the
body obtains the control, the soul becomes degraded.”

SW_ v14#01 p.009x, PN_ 1907 p016
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ABU3408

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Is intermarriage between different races right and advisable?

Asked if intermarriage between different races was right and
advisable, He replied:

“Yes. As in the vegetable world the best results are obtained
when one kind of fruit is grafted on another, so in the human
family, the best and strongest children are obtained by inter-
marriage between different races.”

PN__1907 p018, PN__unsorted p023

ABU3542

Words to Charlotte Bingham, spoken on 1907-Oct-1/ in Akka
Question/topic: Was Baha’u’llah of the blood of Abraham?

Tinquired as to the genealogy of Bahaiuillah, and ‘Abduil-Baha
said that He was of Abrahamis blood—not through Isaac or Ish-
mael, but through one of his other sons by Katurah by whom
he had six sons. (See Joesphus).

PN__1906 p109, PN_ 1907 p018, PN_ unsorted p023

ABU3549

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Can disembodied souls communicate with embodied ones?

Asked if disembodied souls could communicate with embodied
ones, He replied:

“Yes, but they do not do it through medums nor in material
ways, but in spiritual ways.”

PN_ 1907 p017
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Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Was Jesus immaculately conceived?

Asked if Jesus was immaculately conceived, He answered:

“It is not impossible that He should have been, though it is not
necessary that all Manifestations should come in that way.”
PN_ 1907 p018, PN__unsorted p023

ABU3611

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Is each new born soul newly created?

Q. Is each new born soul newly created?

A. Yes: every soul has a beginning, but, once created is im-
mortal.

PN_ 1907 p016

ABU3584

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Is it right to pray to you?

Q. Is it right to pray to you?

A. No! Not to me, but to the Glory of God (Baha’u’llah) whose
Light I reflect.

PN_ 1907 p016
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Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: What is the punishment that awaits those who have refused to accept the
knowledge and light of God? Will this condition be eternal?

Q. What is the punishment that awaits those who have refused
to accept the knowledge and light of God?

A. Their punishment will be a deprivation of God.
Q. Will this condition be eternal?
No, for God’s Mercy is never wearied.

PN__1907 p016

ABU3616

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: [Asked how men who do not know God could feel it to be a punishment to be
without that knowledge]

No man can be happy without God, though he may not know
why he is miserable.

SW_ vO7#16 p.161, PN_ 1907 p017

ABU3625

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Do the dead pass entirely away from the earth, losing all consciousness of and
interest in the people and affairs of the world?

Q. Do the dead pass entirely away from the earth, losing all
consciousness of and interest in the people and affairs of the
world?
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A. No, the dead retain both interest in and remembrance of
those they love.

SW_v14#02 p.037, PN_1907 p017

ABU3578

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Does the Baha'’i Revelation teach reincarnation?
Q. Does the Baha’i Revelation teach reincarnation?

A. No. A soul, once freed from its body, never again takes
shape in this world.

PN_ 1907 p017

ABU3585

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
God has made all mankind of one family; no race is superior

to another.

PN__1907 p017

ABU3579

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-14 in Akka
Question/topic: Is a soul ever annihilated?

Q. Is a soul ever annihilated?

A. No. It will be placed in different conditions by God’s Mercy,
and will eventually progress.

PN_1907 p018, PN_ unsorted p023
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ABU3530

Words to Mrs Bingham and Mrs Devin, spoken on 1907-Oct-15 in Akka
Question/topic: Was Jesus Christ the first Universal Manifestation?

He said there were two kinds of Manifestations, local like Isaiah,
and universal, like Jesus Christ. I asked if we knew of any uni-
versal Manifestation previous to Christ Jesus. He said, “Yes,
Melchisedec,” and that Melchisedec was the one who taught
Abraham about God and through Abraham there came the
“School of the Prophets,” who guided the Hebrew race in spir-
itual truths, that Jesus Christ could be born to them.

PN__1906 p109, PN__ 1907 p018, PN_ unsorted p023

ABU3505

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-15 in Akka
Question/topic: Was Baha’u’llah subject to earthly potentates?

Asked if Baha’u’llah was subject to earthly potentates, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha said:

“Yes, in Persia to the Shah, in Turkey to the Sultan, though in
reality He was not subject to any, for, though his body was in
prison, his Spirit was in Heaven.”

PN__1907 p018, PN__unsorted p023

ABU3386

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-16 in Akka
Question/topic: Is it necessary to believe in all the Manifestations?

In the course of a short conversation this morning with ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, we asked if it were necessary to believe in all the Man-
ifestations, and in reply He quoted the words of Jesus to the
Pharisees:
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“Had ye believed in Moses, ye would also believe in me” adding,
“If a king send many different governors to rule a city, and the
people obey all but the last one, it will be to the king as though
they disobeyed all.”

PN__1907 p019, PN__unsorted p023

ABU3550

Words to Aline Shane-Devin spoken on 1907-Oct-16 in Akka

Question/topic: Is it ever right to rebel against an earthly ruler?

Asked if it were ever right to rebel against an earthly ruler, He
replied:

“Yes, if he deals unjustly and tyranically with his people he
forfeits the right to govern them.”

PN_ 1907 p019

AB00092

To: Paul Kingston Dealy, in Fairhope, AB
Date: 1907-Now

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your letter was
received and its contents understood. Through God’s grace,
there is renewed hope that you will be assisted with mighty
confirmation, that your tongue will open in praise and glorifi-
cation of the Ancient Lord, that you will chant the verses of
guidance and raise the banners of righteousness, that you will
cause commotion in all regions, become an embodied spirit and
a luminous form, a radiant lamp and a brilliant star. Be hope-
ful of the gifts of the Most Glorious Beauty, for He makes dust
luminous, transforms stone into precious gems, makes clay into
gleaming pearls, and black rock into priceless diamonds.

Regarding your question about verse 26 of Daniel chapter 9
- although verse 24’s meaning became clear, verse 26’s reality
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remained unknown. O kind friend, know that four royal de-
crees were issued for the restoration and building of Jerusalem.
The first was Cyrus’s decree issued in 536 BC (Book of Ezra
chapter 1). The second decree was from Darius in 519 BC
(Ezra chapter 6). The third decree was from Artaxerxes in the
seventh year of his reign, 457 BC (Ezra chapter 7). The fourth
decree was from Artaxerxes in 444 BC (Nehemiah chapter 2).
Daniel’s reference is to the third decree. Christ lived thirty-
three years. When we add this number 33 to 457, it equals
490, which completes the seventy weeks. Additionally, in verse
25 it mentions seven weeks and sixty-two weeks, and then the
final week completing the seventy, in the midst of which the
sacrifice was fulfilled through Christ’s martyrdom.

The detail is that two dates are mentioned: One dating from
Artaxerxes’ decree to FEzra to build Jerusalem until Christ’s as-
cension, which is seventy weeks; and a second dating from the
completion of Jerusalem’s construction until Christ’s ascension,
which is sixty-two weeks. For the renewal of Jerusalem’s con-
struction took seven weeks’ duration, each day being one year -
meaning it was completed in the seventh week. From the date
of completing the Temple’s construction until Christ’s ascen-
sion was sixty-two weeks, and in the sixty-third week which fol-
lowed, Christ ascended. These seven weeks were the duration
of Jerusalem’s reconstruction. Thus when you take the start-
ing date from Artaxerxes’ decree, it becomes seventy weeks,
and when you take the starting date from the completion of
Jerusalem’s construction, it becomes sixty-two weeks, and in
the midst of the sixty-third week, the sacrifice was fulfilled
through His martyrdom.

O divine servant! I am aware of your hardships and trials.
There is wisdom in this, and you yourself will later understand.
Now you must exercise the utmost patience and forbearance.
These hardships and difficulties will pass away and a time of
joy will come. These trials and tribulations are not due to your
shortcomings, but arise from consummate wisdom.
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Concerning the matter of spiritual discoveries that you men-
tioned, the human spirit has a comprehensive power over the
realities of things. All that you observe of crafts, wonders,
effects and discoveries was once in the realm of the unseen
and was a hidden matter. The human spirit discovered that
hidden secret and brought it from the realm of the unseen
to the world of being. For example, steam power, photogra-
phy, phonography, telegraphy, mathematical problems - all of
these were once hidden secrets and protected mysteries. The
human spirit discovered these concealed secrets and brought
them from the unseen to the visible realm. Thus it is evident
that the human spirit has comprehensive power and control
over the realities of things, and discovers secrets hidden in the
realm of this world. But the Divine Spirit discovers divine re-
alities and universal mysteries in the heavenly realm. I hope
that you will be assisted by the Divine Spirit so that you may
discover the mysteries of the heavenly realm and become aware
of the secrets of this earthly world.

i As for your question about verse 30 in chapter 14 of the Book

of John, where Christ said “I will not talk much with you: for
the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me” - the
prince of this world is the Blessed Beauty, and “hath nothing
in me” means that after Me all will receive bounties from Me,
but He is independent and will not receive bounty from Me,
meaning He is free from need of My bounty.

Regarding your question about the discovery of spirits after
releasing their bodies - certainly that world is a world of dis-
covery and vision, for the veil will be lifted and the human
spirit will behold souls above, below and equal to its station.
The example is that when man was in the world of the womb,
his sight was veiled and all things were hidden. When he was
born from the world of the womb and came to this world, this
world is, in relation to the world of the womb, a world of dis-
covery and vision. Therefore he beholds all things with his
outward sight. Similarly, when he departs from this world to
the other world, whatever was hidden in this world will be re-
vealed in that world. In that world he will perceive and behold
all things with the eye of insight. He will behold his peers and
equals, those above him and those below him.
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As for the equality of spirits in the highest realm, this means
that the spirits of believers at the time of their appearance in
the physical world are equal, and all are good and pure. But
in this world they will attain distinction - some will achieve
the highest station, some will seek a middle range, or remain
at the beginning levels. This equality is at the beginning of
existence, and this distinction comes after ascension.

Concerning Sa’ir that you inquired about, Sa’ir is a place lo-
cated near Nagzareth in Galilee.

And as to the words of Job, who says in Chapter 19, verse
25/27, “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth,” the meaning here is
that I shall not be forsaken, for I have a redeemer and pro-
tector, and my helper and supporter shall ultimately be made
manifest. And although my body has grown weak and worms
have appeared therein, I shall thereafter find healing and with
mine own eyes, that is, with my own insight, shall I behold
Him. These words were uttered after he was reproached, and
he himself made mention of his afflictions, and since worms
had appeared in his body due to the severity of his illness,
he wished to say that he would be healed of all ailments and
would, in this very body, behold his redeemer with his own
eyes.

And as for the woman who will flee into the wilderness, men-
tioned in the twelfth chapter of the Book of Revelation - “And
there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her feet” - this woman signi-
fieth the Law of God, for in the terminology of the Holy Books,
it is a metaphor for the Law of God, which is here expressed as
a woman. And the two luminaries, the sun and the moon - that
is, the Turkish and Persian kingdoms - are under the shadow
of the Law of God. The sun is the emblem of the Persian
state, and the moon, being a crescent, is the emblem of the
Turkish state. And the twelve crowns are the twelve Imams
who, like the apostles, supported the Religion of God. And
the man child is the Beauty of the Adored One, who was born
of the Law of God. Then it is said that the woman fled into
the wilderness, meaning that the Law of God was transferred
from Palestine to the Arabian desert, where it remained for
one thousand two hundred and threescore days, that is, until
the Day of the Manifestation of the promised Son. And it is
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known that in the Holy Book each day representeth one year.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.

SWAB#145x, BSC.492 #946x, SW_ v08#08 p.097x, PN__ 1906 p097
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AB01448

To: Mahmud Kirmani
Date: 1907-Nov-12

My Lord, my hope, my highest desire, Thou who art My Helper
and My Succourer!

2 With my heart ablaze with the fire of Thy love, My breast in-
spired by the remembrance of Thy beauty and gladdened by
the signs of Thy knowledge, I call upon Thee to enable this
Thy servant to enjoy at all times the fulfilment of his greatest
hopes. He is detached from all else save Thee, attracted to
the heaven of Thy beauty, and self-effacing before the realm
of Thy glory. Ordain for him servitude at Thy sanctified, far-
stretching threshold, and service, with love and faithfulness,
to the court of Thy sincere friends. O My Lord, he is, verily,
devoted to Thy Faith, hath cleaved to the firm Cord, and hath
drunk from pure spring waters, and from the fountain-head of
certitude. Cause him to be, O My God, a firmly rooted tree
whose boughs are luxuriant and ever weighed down with fruit,
flourishing, succulent, fresh and blooming through the down-
pouring of the clouds of Thy loving-kindness. Verily, Thou art
the Generous, the All-Glorious, the Loving.

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Karbala’i
Asadu’llah hath obtained permission to attain our presence.
Convey, moreover, unto Aqa Muhammad-Hasan, on behalf of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, the utmost love and longing, and say: Thou
hast found thine opportunity and hast arisen to proclaim
the Cause of the Lord God. Now is the time to make
Kirman, through the breaths of the All-Merciful, the envy
of the Paradise of Ridvan, for the capacity of that region is
boundless, and its people have acquired the receptivity to
hearken unto the Word of God. For those two well-known
persons were even as clouds veiling the effulgence of the Sun
of Truth; but now those clouds have been scattered and have
vanished away. Assuredly, the radiant beams of the heavenly
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Orb of the Merciful shall shine upon those lands, and the clear
and manifest verses shall be revealed and made evident.

A letter addressed to Aga Mirza Ahmad Mudarris hath been
written and is enclosed herein. Deliver it. Thou hadst also
written concerning the establishment of a Spiritual Assembly.
This is most agreeable. I cherish the hope that they may be
aided and confirmed. Strive, as far as thou art able, to draw
the Yahya’is, with the utmost love and kindness, and with
persuasive proofs and convincing arguments, unto the right
hand of the mercy of God, and to guide them aright.

5 Thou hadst inquired concerning the question of constitutional
government. We have no intervention in political affairs; nay
rather, our concern is with the heart and the soul, and our
endeavor is to exalt moral character and to guide souls unto
the horizon of divine guidance. Yet if a person be elected, he
must serve in the assembly with sincerity and faithfulness. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in India
Date: 1907-Nov-12

O Herald of the Covenant! Your letter of 6 Sha’ban arrived
and its contents brought complete joy, for it was evidence of
the attainment of healing and comfort of body and soul of that
kind friend. Although this journey has dangers, for it involves
being away from home and hardship and difficulty, yet I hope
its result will be the manifestation of bounty and become a
magnet for grace and favor. In India it is the beginning of
establishment, therefore it has some difficulty, but once the
foundation is laid, the light of guidance will shine with perfect
ease and comfort and “thou shalt see men enter the religion
of God in troops” will be fulfilled. The point is that although
the hardship is severe, yet it will lead to the attainment of
new bounty. Therefore, with utmost steadfastness and dig-
nity resist the denial and pride of the ignorant. Do not be
disheartened or dismayed. With a pure heart, be patient and
forbearing toward the pride and arrogance of the evil divines,
for eventually this bitterness will become sweet and the bit-
terness of this patience will become like sugar and the flames
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of this hellish fire will be transformed into a spring of water.
Soon you will observe that this journey was an enduring glory
and a bounty from the Lord. Convey to all the friends the
Most Glorious Greetings. The letters you had requested have
been written and are enclosed with this letter.

For some time physical weakness had taken hold and prevented
spiritual writing and utterance, therefore the reply to the letter
was delayed. Now that the illness has somewhat improved, I
immediately began writing. As for the replies to the letters of
Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, they were all answered, but he is impatient -
when the reply to a letter is slightly delayed, it appears to him
as a great delay.
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To: Munshi, Abbas Khan et al., in Kirman
Date: 1907-Nov-12

O ye who are attracted by the divine fragrances! It is under-
stood that a Spiritual Assembly has been adorned with those
heavenly souls and a divine gathering has been established in
that region. This news had an effect upon hearts and became
a cause of joy. Supplications and entreaties were made at the
Threshold of Oneness that He may assist and confirm those
souls in servitude to the Sacred Threshold and service to the
Merciful Court. This indeed is the great bounty, the profound
grace, the mighty command and the manifest triumph.

Insofar as you are able, deal with all peoples and communities
with the utmost kindness. Do not be discouraged by the de-
nial and pride of the wicked. Do not become sorrowful. Do
not lose hope. Rather, act in the opposite manner - proceed
with the utmost love, show forth fellowship, and with sweet
words, eloquent speech and clear expression, guide those souls
again, direct them again. Do not utter harsh words. Speak
with gentle words and “argue with them in the most excellent
manner.” Show forth divine proof and make clear evidences. If
they accept, excellent indeed, and if not, show kindness again
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and manifest love. The Word of God is triumphant and the
Kingdom of God all-encompassing. Eventually it will encom-
pass all creation and the unity of the human world will pitch
its tent at the axis of the world.

Convey to all the friends the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

Date: 1907-Nov-26

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ol b !

At all times thou art in my thoughts and art present in the
gathering of the All-Merciful. In the dark of night I raise my
voice in lamentation at the threshold of the All-Merciful Lord,
expressing utter helplessness and distress, weeping and crying
out in anguish, beseeching infinite confirmations for the friends
of East and West, especially for you and your brothers and your
illustrious lineage.

My hope is that this family may ever be the object of gracious
favors and shine forth from the horizon of centuries and ages,
for the five Sayyids, like the Five of the Cloak, have come
beneath the mantle of the King of Names and Attributes. God
willing, in the divine realm of the Kingdom of existence they
shall become as five celestial bodies and as holy stars rising
from the dust and clay. May they forever rise, never to set,
in the horizon of the glory of oneness - dawning but never
declining. This is through the grace and favor of the Blessed
Beauty.

The evident letter of Jinab-i-Amin is ever filled with mention
of you and praise and commendation of your words and deeds.
This time too he highly praised your new assistance to the sur-
vivors of the distinguished Sadr, that you showed such resolve
and offered such aid. I too was delighted and became intoxi-
cated with the wine of the friends’ love. I beseech God that
you may ever be confirmed and assisted in serving the Sacred
Threshold, helping the helpless, and caring for orphans. This
is confirmation, this is divine bestowal, this is infinite glory.
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5 Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to all your rel-
atives, especially your distinguished sons and respected kin.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB02997

To: Aga Mirza Ataullah Sanius-Sultan Atai
Date: 1907-Nov-26

O faithful friend! You are under the protection and guardian-
ship of the Lord and beneath the shade of the Forgiver’s favors.
You are the object of His gracious regard and the recipient of
the blessings of His Divine Unity. Be confident in ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s love and be joyful and glad with heart and soul. The
assistance that you rendered on my behalf to the survivors
of his honor Sadru’s-Sudur was most acceptable and beloved.
Those children are my survivors and are connected to the court
of the Blessed Beauty. Whoever shows consideration to them
becomes a recipient of grace. Therefore be confident that in
return for this service there is an eternal gift.

Your uncle who ascended to the Kingdom of Glory, Haji Mirza
Kamal, hastened to the presence of the Luminary of the Hori-
zons in Iraq and was honored to be there with his family for
some time. Likewise, he who was close to the Desired One,
your honored father Mahmud, also attained His presence and
became the recipient of His supreme grace. Similarly, you
and your brother Mirza Nasru’llah Khan have always been the
source of services to the Cause of God and are close to the
Divine Court and are from the lineage of “the foremost ones”.
“The foremost, the foremost - these are they who are brought
nigh” And you are excellent followers. And upon you and
your brother be the Most Glorious Glory.

O thou who art near to the Court of the Desired Beauty! Your
connection brought much joy and delight. It is hoped that
every moment it will be renewed and in the mighty covenant
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become intensified, and each day become more pleasing and
better. Be strong and steadfast and full of dignity.
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ABO03505

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1907-Nov-26

O my old friend! My desire is to correspond with you every
day, write letters and engage in dialogue, but I find neither
opportunity nor time. Despite this, I still occasionally write
through the trusted messenger and with the abundant praise of
Jinab-i-Amin regarding that old friend, so that you may know
how close and faithful you are to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, that even in
the storm of trials He remembers you and recalls your face and
character and writes to you.

The effort you made in helping the survivors of the martyrs in
the land of Ya caused boundless joy. I hope that you will al-
ways remain protected under the blessed Lote Tree, safe from
enemies, delighted by the great glad tidings, engaged in servi-
tude to the Most Great Lord, and accepted at the threshold of
the Most Glorious Beauty. May confirmation be intense from
every direction and divine success be your companion from
every side.

When I look at you, I see in you the joy of the loved ones who at-
tained the Supreme Companion, His Holiness Aga Siyyid ‘Ali,
and the essence of faithfulness who entered the Most Glorious
Kingdom, Aqa Ghulam-Husayn Khan, and I smell from you
the sweet and fragrant breaths of their love. This is from the
grace of your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04837

To: Fatimih Ishtihardi
Date: 1907-Nov-26

O thou stricken with grief! Be not sorrowful, be not distressed,
shed no tears, weep not, scratch not thy face, make no lamen-
tation, and leave not thy heart in sadness.

That pure daughter has hastened to the seat of truth with the
Mighty, the Powerful, and from this dark and narrow world
has winged her flight to the Supreme Concourse. In truth this
is cause for joy, not grief, and occasion for gladness, not bitter-
ness. After the ascension of the King of existence, departure
from this world of mortality is the greatest gift, especially for
those souls who are the manifestation of supreme forgiveness.

Convey abundant greetings from this prisoner to the handmaid
of God Husniyyih Khanum, the assured leaf Bahiyyih Khanum,
and the divine maidservant Jalaiyyih Khanum.

His honor who has ascended unto God, attained the presence
of God, and achieved the bounty of God - your noble father
Shaykh Muhammad - is near and immersed in the ocean of
forgiveness at the threshold of the Divine Oneness.

And upon you and upon him and upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB09368

To: Masih Rastigar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Nov-26

O my true friend! A decisive proof of this claim is that thou
hast arisen to serve the children of that kind companion, His
Holiness the Chief of Chiefs. This service to children is service
to God and servitude at the threshold of the absolutely Self-
Sufficient. Therefore, thou art deserving of every kindness and
worthy of every gentleness.
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Thou art my partner and portion, and my intimate companion.

I am the servant of the friends and the bondsman of the loved
ones. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken in Dec. 1907 in Haifa/Akka

Last night in a dream I witnessed the arrival of a ship at ‘Akka.

As it dropped anchor, I saw a number of birds in the shape of
grenades fly up from the ship and over the city. They soared
from one part of town to another, yet the grenades did not
detonate, and the birds returned to the ship.
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ABU3293

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

The Blessed Beauty has provided the means for the unification
of the world of humanity and has removed religious and social
conflicts. No longer is a person to be defined by such labels as
Jewish or Christian. All are embraced by the effulgence of the
Faith, and all dwell beneath the tabernacle of unity.
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Words to Habib Mu’ayyad around Dec. 1907 in Akka

[regarding the ancient holy places, He remarked:] All of these
were the dwelling-places of the Prophets of old. All of them
were blessed by the footsteps of the Divine Manifestations,
Who spent their nights fervently praying and beseeching the
Almighty for the fulfillment of His promised redemption. All
these caves that you see, these are where the Prophets lived.
They tread upon every spot of this land. Therefore, every part
of this land is hallowed and sacred.

All these Prophets and the Chosen Ones also longed to witness
such a Day as this. They spoke of the Coming of the Lord
and the appearance of the Lord of Hosts. They affirmed that
the Tabernacle of the Lord would be raised on Mount Carmel,
beneath which the representatives of the Most Great Peace
would assemble and from whence they would bestow a New
Order upon the world.

This land is Palestine. It is a Holy Land. Soon the Jewish peo-
ple shall return to this land, and once more David’s sovereignty
and Solomon’s splendor shall be made manifest. This is an
explicit divine promise, and there is no doubt therein. The
Jewish people will be made resplendent. They will gather un-
der the banner of the Cause. All of these barren fields will
become fertile and cultivated. The scattered tribes of the Jew-
ish people will be united. This region will become the center
of industry and commerce, and will be refined and populated.
Of this there is no doubt.

The Shrine of the Bab shall be raised in the most excellent
manner. The prayers and the supplications of the Prophets
of old will not go unanswered! Every divine promise will be
fulfilled. The banishment and dispersion of the Jewish people
shall be transformed into evident glory and distinction. Even
outwardly they will attain such honor and eminence. The
Blessed Beauty prayed for the people of Israel in a supplica-
tion revealed some fifty years ago, “O God, exalt and glorify
the abased House of Israel and assemble this people in the Holy
Land.” Certainly, these divine promises will be fulfilled. There
is no doubt about it.

You must go and with utmost reverence, veneration and hu-
mility visit these holy sites.
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Words to Habib Mu’ayyad around Dec. 1907 in Akka

All of this land is Holy Land, and it bears traces of the foot-
steps of the Divine Prophets. Therefore, every grain of it is
sacred and sanctified. The Prophets spent the nights fervently
supplicating and praying in these mountains and caves, and
the only desire of all of them was to attain the presence of the
Blessed Beauty, and to behold such a Day as this!

Now you are My deputy in taking this pilgrimage. I am a
prisoner and not permitted to leave. My utmost wish is for
the freedom to go and visit these places, but I cannot do so.
Therefore, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, you must go. With the
utmost reverence and humility, visit these holy places, and pray
for confirmation. I cannot go because I am confined here, and

the authorities will not permit Me to take such a journey.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Regarding Baha’u’llah’s visit to Kirmanshah, on His way to Baghdad

[After He had lovingly inquired of the journey and our diffi-
culties en route, He spoke of the Blessed Beauty’s visit to Kir-
manshah on His way to Baghdad. He remarked:] How bitterly
cold was that winter! We arrived at a caravansary located by
a moat. The journey was full of sufferings and difficulties, but
since it was in the path of God, it was filled with joy and de-
light, and we were so happy. In Asadabad it was particularly
cold. The temperature was 38 degrees below zero. My socks
were wet which caused my feet to be frostbitten. That evening
we were to eat some halvah. By mistake, however, pepper was
added in place of sugar, which severely burned our mouths and
throats. That night we did not sleep and constantly drank wa-
ter. From the blessings of those adversities, those banishments,
now the banner of the Divine Faith is hoisted most high!
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Regarding the many exiles of Baha’u’llah

[Regarding the many exiles of Baha’u’llah and His banishment
from Iran to ‘Iraq, Istanbul, Edirne and eventually to ‘Akka,
‘Abdu’l-Baha remarked:] Abraham’s migration precipitated
the manifestation and appearance of Moses, Christ, Muham-
mad, the Exalted One [i.e. the Bab] and Baha'u’llah. Ponder
what mighty influences and stupendous consequences will ap-
pear in the contingent world as a result of the exiles, hardships,
and banishments of the Blessed Perfection. Of a certainty, it is
difficult to imagine its full effect at the present, but for those
endowed with discernment and possessing absolute certitude,
such conception poses no obstacle and [its realization] is man-
ifest as the sun.

At one time during His migration journey, while surrounded by
enemies who were exerting their utmost in reducing the believ-
ers and in this regard were succeeding, the Prophet Muham-
mad ordered a moat to be dug so they could hide therein. As
they dug, they came upon a large boulder that they found
themselves unable to remove. With His stick the Prophet
tapped on the rock and said, “Kasraw is conquered!” Once
more He tapped on the rock and proclaimed, “Constantine is
conquered!” The lukewarm companions were puzzled, but later
witnessed the truth of those words and testified to its veracity.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Regarding the migration of one of the Pashas
Arab-French war

[Regarding the migration of one of the Pashas who had been
killed in the Arab-French war, He commented:]

It caused his demise, because he was fighting for soil, which is
the least worthy thing in creation. However, the migration and
wandering of Abraham resulted in the guidance of the entire

who had been killed in the
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world and precipitated the Manifestation of Isaac, Ishmael, Ja-
cob, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, Christ, Muhammad and
the Exalted One [the Bab]. Verily, Our exile and banishment
also resulted in the proclamation of the Cause of God.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Being thoroughly surrounded by the enemies, in the course
of the Battle of the Moat, known as Harbu’l-Ahrab [the Bat-
tle of All Battles], His Holiness Muhammad and His compan-
ions were so starved that they tied stones to their stomachs
[to lessen the pain of hunger]. When in accordance with His
instructions they were digging a trench, they came upon a
boulder and were unable to dig further. His Holiness grew per-
turbed and with His staff hit the rock, proclaiming, “Verily,
we have vanquished the sovereign of Constantine!” Once more
He tapped the rock, announcing, “Verily, we have vanquished
the king of Kasraw!” The companions were perplexed, and the
lukewarm munafiqin were quietly ridiculing and mocking Him.

However, it was not long until His promises were fulfilled and
Islam stood victorious. Then the munafiqin were humbled and
the enemies reduced, and they recalled the words of His Holi-
ness. The opponents of [His] Cause came from such tribes as
Bani Kananih, ‘Atfan, Nazarih, Khazraj and Qurrayish. When
His Holiness was striking the boulder with His staff, some of the
munafiqin were remarking to their lukewarm friends [among
the believers], “Out of our fear, not a sign of our courage, we
wet ourselves. Therefore, how can He speak so boldly?” Which
is why the following verse has been revealed, “God shall mock
them, and keep them long in their rebellion, wandering in per-
plexity.”

In this battle the number of defenders were seven hundred,
of which nearly three hundred were either of the munafiqin
or lukewarm in their convictions. But when they reached the
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Ayvan-i Kasraw and saw the divine prophecies fulfilled, they
were all ashamed and remorseful.

KHHE.041-042, STAB#067

ABU2056

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Pilgrimage has to do with oneis soul and, depending on oneis
approach, one benefits accordingly. If one was to approach pil-
grimage with the utmost devotion and consecration, then spir-
itual rapture would appear and benefits would be manifested.
Otherwise, it is of no use.

Heart yearns for the abode of peace,

Where the builder of wall resides.
But my longing is not for the city,

Nay, it is for the dwellers of the city.

Some come to this Land and are awakened and enkindled [with
the love of God]. Others come and return in the same state as
before. How often persons like Jamal Burujirdi and Khurtumi
came and visited, but eventually lost all faith. Almighty God
placed a resplendent crown upon the head of the center of
sedition. However, as he was not worthy, confirmations were
cut and he was deprived of divine bounties. Shaykh Fadluillah
(Nuri) also rose in opposition to the Cause, which only resulted
in his own downfall and demise.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Regarding the building of a hostel for the comfort of travelers

[My father, the late Haji Khudabakhsh Mu’ayyad, had built
a hostel in the village of Sahnih for the comfort of the trav-
elers and, to the extent of his abilities, showed hospitality to
both Baha’i and non-Baha’i wayfarers. When his mention was
made in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s sacred presence, He remarked:] This
is very wonderful! The friends of God must do the same in
every town and hamlet and provide a befitting place for the
comfort of the itinerant believers so that when they go from
town to town, they know that in a fixed location such hospital-
ity is provided for them. It would be as if they had a personal
residence in that spot and thereby would enjoy its comfort and
be surrounded by tranquility. However, the friends must first
build a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and only then a hostel. ‘Ishqabad’s
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was built in the midst of tumult and tur-
moil, and yet it is a mother that will constantly give birth. The
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is a magnet that attracts divine confirma-
tions and draws affirmation.
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ABU1842

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Regarding Jamal Burujirdi

‘Uluviyyih Khanum, the wife of the martyred Mulla ‘Ali Jan
[Mafuzaki], had a dream which she recounted to Jamal Buru-
jirdi. She said, “I dreamt that Jamal Mubarak [the Blessed
Beauty| came to this room and graciously spoke in praise of
me.” In response, Jamal Burujirdi had remarked, “Yes, this is
a true dream, for I have now come and am showing kindness
to you!”

It would have been good if she had dealt with Jamal Bu-
rujirdi the same way that the Princess dealt with a homely
suitor. One time, the Princess had fallen in love with Mirza
‘Ali-Akbar Khan Nuri. She was informed that a visitor had
come and was sitting in the guestroom. Thinking that this
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was the same Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar Khan Nuri, she had taken a
lantern and quickly entered the room only to find a homely
and sickly-looking man sitting there. With both hands she
had hit him in the head such that his hat was torn, and loudly
she had cried, “Is this you Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar Khan Nuri? Is it
really you Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar? How despicable you look, Mirza
‘Ali-Akbar!”
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ABU2464

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Regarding a polemic pamphlet that was published in Tihran

Regarding a polemic pamphlet that was published in Tihran,
‘Abduil-Baha stated:

People are exerting [great efforts| to extinguish the Light of
God. They have written and will write many polemics, as they
recently wrote in Tihran. However, they do not understand
that these polemics will only serve to propagate the Word of
God. They will not be able to deny the Sun its radiance. If
the entire world was to unite, it could never stop the surging
billows of this ocean. With but one wave, it will discard all the
froth and deadwood. Of course, the believers are vigilant to
deal with such accusations convincingly. Those that serve the
Cause, according to the explicit Text, are promised ultimate
victory: “And shall aid whosoever will arise for the triumph
of Our Cause with the hosts of the Concourse on high and a
company of Our favored angels.” That is, with invisible hosts,
the Almighty will support and preserve the servants of the
Cause.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Whatever is universal is divine, and whatever is particular is de-
vised of man. Therefore, whatever is established by the friends
of God must be universal, whether a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, or
other institutions. Whatever is universal is divine, and what-
ever is particular is manmade. The efforts of the friends must
benefit all people.

Recently, [the Baha’is] have founded a school and plan to
build a hospital associated with the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar [of
‘Ishqabad]. If the believers undertake philanthropic efforts, it
must be public and not exclusionary against anyone. For in-
stance, if they establish a school, none must be denied entrance.

It pleases Me when the friends show utmost charity in all that
they build, as in the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of ‘Ishqabad, which is
firmly established in that region. His Holiness the Exalted One
[The Bab] has revealed, ‘Whatever is built on a firm foundation,
will receive God’s confirmations and blessings.
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ABU1748

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

The Reuters news agency telegraphed that a Baha’i by the
name of Mr. Dodd was proceeding for India. Reuters only
sends telegrams for such prominent personages as the Prince of
Germany, and the likes. Sanctified is God! What bounty, what
beneficence, what light, what spirit, what brilliance, what sun
is this?! The [Iranian]| authorities thought that once they exiled
the Blessed Beauty, the matter would be concluded and [the
Faith] would be eradicated and erased, without any trace, and
this Light would be extinguished. Shortly after the ascension
[of Baha'u’llah], when the difficulties had reached their zenith,
I wrote a poem, which included these two verses:
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In the Orient scatter perfumes, [And shed splendors on the

West].
3 Carry light unto the Bulgar, And the Slav with life invest.

1 In a letter I wrote, “Soon will the East and the West embrace
each other like two lovers.” Some of the lukewarm believers
laughed [at this sentiment]. I responded, “It is revealed in the
Qur’an, ‘Though ye scoff at us now, we will scoff at you here-
after even as ye scoff at us. In the end ye shall know.”” Praise
be God that now, not long after that event, great victories
have been won [for the Cause] in the East and the West, and

confirmations from on high surround all unceasingly.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[Regarding the honored Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, ‘Abdu’l-Baha com-
mented as follows]: Even though he is old and very frail, Mirza
Abu’l-Fadl devotes night and day to the service of the Cause of
God and the diffusion of the divine fragrance. He is very weak
and delicate. America’s climate was too cold and unsuitable
for him. Mirza is old and bent. He is broken and suffers from
chest pains. He could not survive in those conditions, other-
wise he would not have returned. He has served the Faith most
diligently and has sustained much hardship.

They have sent a photograph of him that is very interesting.
With his turban and walking stick, Mirza is sitting in the midst
of these westerners as they circle him. It is wonderful to see.
Sitt Lua [Getsinger| and Laura C. Barney have written, “Mirza
does not eat anything we cook. Today, all three of us went into
the kitchen to prepare a special meal, hopefully to his liking,
but even that was not to his taste.”

The people of Iran are malicious; otherwise I would send several
[teachers] for them to provide education and edification. That
would have been very good. But, alas, Iran is not at ease,
and her people are prejudiced. They have inflicted several
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damaging blows to the body of God’s Faith and have slowed
its progress. The body of the world is ill, and even a well-
trained physician would not be able to easily remedy these ills
and reverse the damage. It is as if the doctor is busy with
treatment, but they pour a pitcher of cold water over his head
or feed him poison. This will not have a permanent effect
though will delay recovery. The thickest clouds are unable
to prevent the sun from shining, but eventually the clouds
will dissipate by the heat of the sun. The world-embracing
sun gives light and energy. “When truth is manifest, falsity is
destroyed.”

In short, in all their undertakings, the friends of God must
consider the common good. For instance, in their business and
commerce, [they must] allow for the profit of others and not
just focus on their own gain. The Exalted One [The Bab], may
My spirit be a sacrifice unto Him, has said, “When at a very
young age, I was assigned to write the merchants’ name on their
commodities, or recite the list of names, I would bow My head
and praise God, so that even during this small undertaking,
I would remember Him. My purpose was God, and under all
circumstances, He was before My eyes.” The friends must also
remember God in all their undertakings.
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Words to the friends spoken around Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Mirza Mihdi Akhavan-Safa asked, "In the Qur’an [9:30] it is revealed, 'The Jews

call Uzair [Ezra] a Son of God.””

There were certain tribes in the old times, which no longer
exist, such as Samaris or Pharisiyan. Another such tribe was
Uzairiyh [that are no longer extant|, and in much the same
way that the Christians today refer to Christ as the Son of
God, they referred to Uzair [Ezra] as the Son of God.

The background is that the people and the chiefs of Nijran and
Fady came to Medina and attained the presence of the Prophet,

da 5l esy ad Calib e Ol o
Olout p o 5 At 3301 & s g oL
;M‘»ff«sw“ e S dp S
g5 35 Oy Koo i) (1) s Slimpns

22ion Bl 11,
Slogy 5 012 Qlsl 51 ST Joais ool 5

Lo O pa Cads dudl (68 QLT

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 82


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/diary_habib_muayyad.pdf
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2023/04/stab.pdf#page=71
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/354.pdf#page=58

ot

=~

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

ABU0398

arguing and debating with Him. At that time the mubahilih

verse was revealed, “Had we laid down such a law...”

These people believed that the Logos of that peerless Essence
had been made flesh. That is, lahut had become nasut. And
this is the present belief of the Catholics who claim that the
Word was incarnated and that this Being [i.e. Jesus Christ]
is God Himself. They maintain, “Prophethood is temporal”;
meaning the body of Christ is derived from the Invisible
Essence and has been materialized. This concept, however, is
false and evident error.

It is clearly evident that the sanctified reality of Godhead is
beyond any description and incomparable to any attribute. No
matter how exalted human conception may be, it can never as-
pire to gain a glimpse into that sacred Realm, much less gain
an understanding of its reality. Nevertheless, these people [i.e.
the Catholics] believe that the incomprehensible and indescrib-
able Divine Essence, that Supreme Heavenly Reality, has been
materialized in a body, made to suffer trials and tribulations,
had died and then once more had risen.

However, hardships are limited to this plane, and the Almighty
God is sanctified beyond such afflictions. There is no path to
that Supreme Reality. “The way is barred, and all seeking re-
jected.” “This proof is His Word; His own Self, the testimony
of His truth.” Whatever is subject to change and is temporal
is of this plane. The Divine Reality is sanctified from all at-
tributes, descriptions and praise. There is no admittance unto
that Court and this world has no relation to that Dominion.
All attributes are embodied in the Manifestations of God Who
appear among the people. “No vision taketh in Him, but He
taketh in all vision: and He is the Subtle, the All-informed.”

It is evident and manifest that what can be conceived by the
mind of man is limited and of course, the all-compassing Divin-
ity is greater than that which is limited. The Sacred Reality
can never be imagined. People envision an illusion, consider
it god, and worship it. However, the Sacred Reality is above
all imaginings and sanctified beyond all thoughts, and the only
path [to Him] is by way of the Manifestations. Beyond Them
is naught but mere invention.

These people [i.e. the Christians] think that the Divine Reality
has been incarnated and appears in three parts, the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost. Such attributes pertain to the Mani-
festations. “Whosoever believes in Them, believes in God; and
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whosoever separates himself from Them, has separated him-
self from God. Whosoever obeys Them, has obeyed God and
whosoever denies Them, has denied God.” None are permitted
unto that Divine Reality. “He who soars on the bird of his own
rational faculty in the exalted heaven will return to the same
station that he was created.” When a person dies, he ascends
to such station that is enshrined within his essence.

Consider minerals that are but one of the effulgent rays of cre-
ation and constitute the lowest level of this world. No matter
how they are perfected, they can never hope to attain unto
the station of vegetables. And similarly, vegetables can never
develop senses, nor can animals ever aspire to gain rational
faculties and command exhibited by men. All the attributes of
minerals are limited to the world of minerals, and the vegeta-
bles are bounded by their own limitations, as are the animals.
They are all confined within the scope of their category of ex-
istence. Therefore, creation is hierarchical, and each level is
incapable of understanding the higher realm. Now, it is evi-
dent how far apart man is from his Creator.

The purpose of these talks and these sentiments is to stir the
heart, to rejuvenate the spirit, to deepen the faith, and to bring
forth ecstasy, certitude and love for the Cause of God.

These people think that Ultimate Divine Reality has appeared
in the contingent world and consists of flesh and bone, whereas
His Holiness Christ has said, “The flesh is agitated, yet the
spirit is in ecstasy.”
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Since I had not seen the friends all day, I decided to come to
the pilgrim house and visit you. The weather was stormy, and I
had the lingering trace of an illness and, therefore, thought best
not to leave the house so that my condition would not worsen.
This was in accordance with the command of Baha’u’llah, Who
has enjoined upon us observance of wisdom. Consequently, I
rested. Under all circumstances, we must be prudent, as the
Sacred Text has explicitly ordained wisdom upon us all.

It was in accordance with this ordinance [of Baha'u’llah] that
I sent Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah to Istanbul to remedy (the bite
of the rabid dog) so that it would serve as an example for the
friends. Whenever sickness prevails and health is disturbed,
seek the counsel of a competent physician. Protection of one’s
well-being and health is repeatedly enjoined in the Qur’an.
However, the Muslims do not follow the laws of the Qur’an
and are unaware that it states fate is of two kinds, certain and
alterable. It is revealed that one must guard against the alter-
able. Consider a lantern in which the owner has deposited fuel
and wick sufficient for ten nights. If no interference occurs, it
burns brightly for ten nights. But with the gust of a strong
wind, it will be extinguished, which is why it is revealed that
one must guard against sudden gusts.

Similarly, it is revealed, “The knowledge of bodies and the
knowledge of religions.” Notice that the knowledge of body
is given preference over the knowledge of religion. Consider:
A Christian has three children and exerts the utmost care in
guarding their well-being and health. But a Muslim has twenty
offspring and as he is careless in their affairs, they all roam the
streets, expire and die.

A cholera epidemic broke out in Tripoli, and since the
Christians were vigilant, only two of them died; whereas two
thousand Muslims perished due to their lack of attention and
safekeeping. It was for this reason that I sent Aqa Siyyid
Asadu’llah so that none would speak critically. In truth, the
root of wisdom is with God - He gave wisdom to the Prophets,
and the physicians have inherited the same from Them.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

One day in Baghdad, I went hunting with two or three of the
friends. Riding a camel, an unclad Arab Bedouin came towards
us. In jest, one of the friends raised his gun to scare the Arab,
but another one prevented him. The Arab came, dismounted
and asked for bread; we gave him some. He asked for tobacco
and pipe, which we also gave. He asked for ammunition, and
we provided. But we had no coffee to give him. Pleased with
us, eventually he left.

The friend who had prevented the mock shooting said, “Do not
be deceived by the appearance of this unclad, skinny and dark-
skinned Arab. He is the chief of a large tribe and commands
many men. If anyone were to attack him, he would raise a cry,
which would summon multitudes of supporters to his aid. A
huge commotion would ensue, and his men would exact severe
revenge.”

Now, our condition is much the same as that dark Arab’s. Out-
wardly we seem naked and alone, with no support or cham-
pion, stand single and alone. But in reality, invisible hosts of
the Supreme Concourse are our aid, and whenever they see us
attacked or threatened, They immediately rush forth to our
assistance.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[Regarding the fact that each day the call of the Cause of God
was raised in yet a new location, ‘Abdu’l-Baha remarked one-
day:] When He had returned to Baghdad, one day the Blessed
Perfection was passing over a bridge and someone mentioned
to His blessed Person that a letter was received from Mosul
in which reference had been made to Baha'u’llah. With great-
est excitement and joy, the Ancient Beauty cried out, “Aqa
Mirza Muhammad-Quli, Aga Mirza Muhammad-Quli, come
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quickly and hear the glad-tidings that the fame of the Cause
has reached Mosul!”
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Regarding Tihran and the effect of the Constitutional Revolt

[About Tihran, and the effect of the Constitutional Revolt,
‘Abdu’l-Baha noted:] Tihran is in great agitation. In truth,
the late Muzaffari’d-Din Shah did all he could for his subjects.
But it would have been better to first educate the people of
Iran, and then give them liberty. It is like many well-fed and
trained horses that have been raised on a ranch and then of a
sudden released and set free. The result is chaos and disorder.

Now in Tihran they are beating, killing and cursing each other.
They desire civilization, and indeed civil society is a good thing;:
but it must depend on spiritual education. Otherwise, the
outward evidences of civilization are the Krupp cannons, Henry
Martin guns and other destructive weapons.
civilization.

This is not a

In former Ages, at a time when no such notion as civiliza-
tion existed, when a king decided to wage war against another
monarch, at most two or three thousand would be killed. But
now that civilization has appeared, each hour hundreds, nay,
thousands perish [on the battlefield]. When divine civilization
is established, then out of necessity, material civilization will
follow as well.

Ponder this: Amru’l-Qays had entrusted the Jewish Samuel,
who lived in the Island of Barlsham, with five bags of coins.
The Island’s ruler heard of this and surrounded Samuel’s fort,
demanding the coins. Samuel refused on the grounds that they
were a trust, and eventually the two sides came to blows, in the
course of which a son of Samuel was killed. But the trust was
not violated. At last, a son of Amru’l-Qays came, and the bags
were returned to him. Now, in which European country can
a similar civilization be found? Nevertheless, the Europeans

e Wl Sl Fadas Sl Olb
ST Il s sbley o)l s ol A ki
Cas oL Jal dsl oy o A dy oS
8 slews o e iy o~ 81 S
53 e Sgan 48 ol L G sy K
X sl Sl rlf o~ olr s ol
ST 5 diya) Ga g 0la w3 e ylud) a2 S
Jﬁcfjcﬁfsﬂya\wv\;f
bl 228y i |y Sa8 ls Y
Wily dalgne Cgde Ol o i Koo
oo Kl b2y by ol S 0 e
§ pl e VI a2l Gley 3N
sl s ool v Kby S @5
o Caede A2 0 a0 &

Glale §1 540 0
Lol 5o Calae dle oy Glake L

| ae dyle aeyl 4o

Iy Code & Jlo didtye 2287 55 18 an
x,;}.w,su)\},u,\@é;uﬁm
el o ol Sy $T1 A S

25hge Jol>

wm@wﬁw,\xgu dimSe
o3y el s (LS ) & s S o5
AT s e e Ko S bl
§ 55t 00l pans |y Mg 4l Ul
T OV N R A PR
o)t ST 5N s 1y bl O
v\f)zdba}/ﬁf}iboﬂ.\ﬁu@\
§ osdue Iy QA Cnr ) L o K
O sler 5 Sl da 511 lnl e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 87


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/diary_habib_muayyad.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/354.pdf#page=66

ot

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

ABU3143

consider these people as animals and barbarians, whereas to-
day, in truth, in none of the [so-called] civilized countries of
the world can a similar civilization be seen.

My point is that, the Baha'’is of Iran live in peace because I
have repeatedly written that they should not interfere in polit-
ical matters. Praise be unto God that they never intervened
and are now in safety. And if some did meddle in politics,
then they alone suffered the consequences. Repeatedly and
successively, I have written to the friends of God in Iran not
to breathe a word about politics, even should they be slaugh-
tered. I am well pleased with them and grateful that they have
not entered into politics.

Anyhow, such affairs are not of our concern; ours is to bring
about spirituality and morality.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Regarding Satan (izazil)

[The honored Akhavan-Safa inquired of the nature of Satan
and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response was:] Satan is the base self, which
provokes destruction and impetuosity. Outwardly some indi-
viduals are refined and presentable, but in their essence they
remain base. That is, externally they appear like others, but
they harbor sordid intentions and designs. Idhadhil, however,
is the name of a person.
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ABU1825

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Utterances to pilgrims of Jewish descent

[Addressing the pilgrims of the Jewish descent, ‘Abduil-Baha
remarked:] You must be thrilled that on such a Day you have
come to the Holy Land. Truly, it is because of your sincere
intentions and pure hearts that in this Day you have heard
the divine call and have immediately recognized it. How great
are the tribulations that you have sustained at the hands of
the Romans and the Muslims and others, and yet you have
persevered. At last, the promise of the Prophets regarding you
has been fulfilled. Soon, when others accept the Faith, you will
be the source of great pride, and many will claim that they too
were of Jewish descent and speak of you with admiration and
praise. You must be very, very happy that in the Day of the
Manifestation you were not deprived, but indeed attained unto
it and came before the Sacred Threshold, arrived at the Sacred
Land of Palestine and enrolled under the banner of the Lord
of Hosts. This is an explicit promise and clearly enunciated by
the Divine Prophets. They have foretold that even outwardly,
the Jews will come to the Holy Land and once more reclaim
their ancient splendor. I am very pleased with you. You have
gladdened the spirit of your illustrious Ancestor, Abraham, in
the Abha Kingdom.

Be under the protection of the Blessed Beauty. Marhaba, fi
amaniillah.
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ABU2473

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Utterances to pilgrims of Jewish descent

No other spot in the world is as pleasant and vivifying as this
realm, nor can rival it in beauty and majesty. On this mountain
(Carmel), the Prophets of Israel spent Their nights in prayer
and supplication. Its soil has been blessed by the footsteps of
the Prophets.
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Soon will the Jewish people return to the Holy Land, and even
in outward appearance, they will be exalted. They will then be
so glorified that they would be the object of the enemies’ envy.
This is naught but a divine decree, and nothing can impede its
fulfillment.

The sovereignty of David and the splendor of Solomon will
once more be manifested. This land will be the envy of the
world. It will be the center of industry and sciences. ‘Akka
and Haifa will be connected, and all this land will be fertile
and developed.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Regarding the publisher of the Egyptian newspaper al-Mu’ayyad

This man [the publisher of the Egyptian newspaper al-
Mu’ayyad] thinks that he is uprooting the Tree of the Cause
and does not see that he is promoting the Divine Faith. The
Ancient Beauty has stated, “Whosoever arises to harm us is
indeed a teacher of the Cause of God.” This newspaperman
writes, “Alas Muslims! With utmost audacity, these people
[i.e. Baha'is| have built their mosque in Chicago and erected
their Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in the mid-heart of America! Is there
not a Muslim left, or has Islam been robbed of its courage to
protest?” Because of his articles, so far, two individuals have
embraced the Faith! Such attackers are the propagators of
the Cause, and yet they do not know they can never hope to
harm the Tree of the Cause. However, they can perpetrate
what they wish upon My person.

Shaykh Mahmud, the Mufti of Egypt, has written a polemic
[against the Faith] and therein has noted, “None can deny
or doubt His (‘Abdu’l-Baha’s) humility and spirituality.” 1
wanted to write him and say, “Yes, there is a denier; he is My
own brother!” Consider how the banner of the Cause of God
has been hoisted upon the apex of the world, and yet the hon-
ored Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali wants to bring it down. Truly this
is humorous! “By God, besides Whom there is no god,” they
will never be able to harm the Cause in the least, but if they
wish, they can injure Me any way they like. Insha’llah, they
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will devise the means for Me, too, to drink from the chalice
of martyrdom. I will be very grateful if they would do such a
thing. This is My highest aspiration.

At the time of the ascension of Baha'u’llah, as we were other-
wise occupied, I gave him [Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali] for safekeep-
ing two boxes containing divine Writings. He has concealed
them. He has kept them so that after my passing he might
bring them out and use them in accord with his personal in-
clination. “By God, besides Whom there is no god,” each of
these will only greatly harm himself. Consider how, out of My
sincerity, I entrusted him with two boxes of divine Writings,
and instead he behaves in such a manner. He will not be able
to do anything but bring complete ruin and regret upon him-
self. A wave of the Most Great Ocean will brush aside the
froth and residue. Marhaba, fi amanu’llah.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Earlier I was speaking with Aqa Mirza Mihdi, and I said to him:
You must be very happy as you have a father who is a believer.
If you had been a son to the most powerful monarch on earth,
you would not have attained such an exalted station. This is
because we see that the kings of realm perish completely and
without trace, but the believers in the Day of the Manifestation
live forever. For instance, now, nearly thirty-five hundred years
has passed since the Manifestation of Moses, and I am presently
proving the truth of His Cause. Yesterday, incidentally, I was
writing to a philosopher who maintained that the Prophets are
barriers to progress, and I proved his error. I wrote him about
the truth of His Holiness Moses. Consider how lofty is His
sovereignty!

Conversely, consider the case of Pharaoh. There is no sign
of him, no name of him, no trace of him. The little name

§ a8 35 St G Ve BT Vo
f\ «ls L'gaf)a\;‘\f@:'l{)}ﬂ"JLr"{ AL
B3N Gl e g0 (\L‘ SN e
5 N ot Bl S e Sy
AL ek gy ese by At A1) (o]
e $ sa el as By ey el
o ol 31 8 el b il 5 s 4
FRCRICPIN NN RPN o
8 Gadd ot gz bl 3y 00 f~<"’
oLi3l 5 iy 22137 51 ile Ll ol S
R e U
Sl gt 2w 255 il

€03l ol
S 2 oS
PSRy KU RGO SN IS P ]

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 91


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/diary_habib_muayyad.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/354.pdf#page=69

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

ABU0797

that remains of him is because he was a contemporary of His
Holiness Moses. Otherwise, pharaohs were many.

3 Insha’llah, Aga Mirza Mihdi will complete his studies, for I
have much work for him. The friends of God are confirmed
under all conditions if they do not merely busy themselves
with their own concerns, seeking only wealth and position, say-
ing, “I have become a doctor and must therefore lead an easy
life, and do this or that.”
and consider themselves the servants of the world of humanity.
They must endure hardship and seek comfort for others. If
they succeed in attaining such an attitude, they will be con-
firmed, and divine assistance will surround them. No fruits
whatsoever will be manifested from those who are educated
in the worldly things and remain unaware of spiritual matters.
However, those among the believers who live in accordance
with the divine teachings, ordinances and exhortations, shall
be confirmed.

They must have good intentions

4 In science and acquisition of knowledge, the friends of God
must excel over all people and rank first. If they study
medicine, they must become teachers; so that others are
taught the same science. They must endeavor to pass this
learning to many others, because becoming a physician is
not sufficient. They must
remain focused on the will of the Blessed Beauty and not the
prompting of others. For instance, they must say, “Since the
Blessed Beauty has willed that I be a servant of the world of
humanity, then I will serve this patient, remedy his ills, sooth
his pains, treat his injuries, and give him all the comfort he
needs.” The friends of God must act in such wise; otherwise,
their efforts will be of no benefit.

This is how believers must act.
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ABU2589

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Question/topic: Regarding the prominent members of the 'Aliyu’llahi faction

[Aga Akhavan-Safa asked of the prominent figures of the
‘Aliyuw’llahi faction, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha commented:]

We have nothing to do with the past. “What has passed is
past. And what is to come has not appeared. Therefore do
not compare two nothings.” If any of them becomes a believer
in this Day, then he is considered the essence of the world of
humanity. If a tree was fruit-bearing in the past but is now
Today, it must manifest
In short, there must be benefits in our
endeavors, and we must consider each moment precious. We
must remain joyful and radiant in this divine springtime.

dead, then it is no longer a tree.
harvests and fruits.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka
Question/topic: Regarding Mirza Yayha Azal in Cyprus

[Regarding Mirza Yahya Azal in Cyprus, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
remarked:] Repeatedly the illustrious American believers send
missives, desiring to go to Iran and visit the native land of
the Blessed Beauty. I reply, “Now is not the time as Iran is in
turmoil and there is no security. Insha’llah, you will go later.
It is amazing and most remarkable.”

Yahya is in Cyprus and his son, Ridvan-‘Ali, has joined a
[Christian] church. His other son, Ahmad, has become Protes-
tant. His other children are all immersed in troubled-waters
of their own and have become a cause of embarrassment. It
is good for you to go and witness the misfortune and remorse
that is their lot. Even though a government such as the British,
with all its might, is supporting him, yet he wallows in the
depth of misery.
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However, while laden with manifold tribulations in the Most
Great Prison, we have managed to advance our purpose. Di-
vine confirmations have ceaselessly surrounded us. The fiercer
the troubles and difficulties, the more intense the divine succor.
What rapture, what light, what spirit!

Once in a gathering in Tihran, the British Ambassador had
said, “There is One in ‘Akka, in the Ottoman prison, Who
appears with majesty, splendor and glory. And yet there is
another in Cyprus who evinces the utmost incompetence and
ineptitude.”

Regardless, it is good to go and see for yourself. Cyprus is
near, not far. See under what conditions he lives.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Consider this tree: If it only focuses on its own merits, then
it will have no hope, and will be deprived. However, if its
hope is on the billowing waves of the sea of nature that send
forth clouds, rain, merciful breeze, nourishment, the tree will

eventually grow green and verdant, with leaves and blossoms.

The sun will shine on it, and it will bear fruits and bring forth
goodly results.

It is the same as you have stated. If a person does not sense the
same, remains unaware of his shortcomings, exerts no efforts
to improve himself, then he is no better than a stone. When a
person is humble and becomes selfless, then he grows hopeful
[of divine assistance].

We, too, are confident of the bounties and confirmations of
the Blessed Beauty. Insha’llah, you will also be fruitful and
productive. Be confident.
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ABU1817

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Praise be unto God that through the generosity and benevo-
lence of the Blessed Beauty, we have come to this resplendent
spot and are assembled under the canopy of Baha’u’llah’s boun-
ties. Such gatherings are held solely through divine grace and
favor, and, therefore, we must be thankful for them. With deep
devotion and longing, each of us has come from some distant
land and has no purpose except the good pleasure of God. It
is a feast of love and fellowship.

The believers must be servants to the world of humanity. They
must be kind to one another, nay sacrifice themselves for others.
They must not just love their friends but should also be kind
to their enemies and indeed count them as friends. Since these
people have not drunk from the chalice of divine love, they
know not [such sentiments|. But since you have been raised
under the shadow of the bounties of the Ancient Beauty, you
must befriend all the peoples of the world.

You must be a true servant to each member of humanity, not
just by your words, but, verily, by your conduct and from
the depth of your soul, heart and belief. You should do so not
because people may recognize your good deeds, but because the
Blessed Beauty has wished it and it meets His good-pleasure.
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ABU1078

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

The spirit of the world is dead. Each of you, in accordance
with your own measure, must arise in service and sacrifice. In-
sha’llah, with utmost joy and well-being, rejuvenated and re-
newed, and by the life-giving Most Great Spirit, in felicity you
will return to serve the Cause of God. God willing, you will be
confirmed and successful. Tell the friends of God in Iran that,
at present, the government and the people have arisen to de-
stroy one another. Now is your time: Arise and win the prize
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of everlasting happiness! You must guide the people. Each
Baha’i must teach at least one soul each year. Each believer
can revive another soul during the year, even through praise
and prayers. And if a greater number is taught, so much the
better. However, at least one person must be taught by each
Baha'i [every year].

Each night that I cannot sleep, I implore and beseech the Sa-
cred Threshold of the Blessed Beauty with utmost intensity
and fervor to confirm His friends of God under all conditions.
Of a certainty, He will do so. If it had not been for My suppli-
cations, no trace could be found of My bones or those of the
friends. Therefore, with fervent supplication, the friends must
ask for whatever they desire from the Threshold of the Ancient
Beauty.

3 When you go to ‘Iraq, convey my earnest greetings to each and
every one of the divine friends and tell them that I was greatly
perturbed and saddened by their differences. Praise be unto
God that the news of their unity and peace was received and
brought much joy to My heart. At the beginning, I was so
grieved that I terminated My correspondence with them, but
now [ am very pleased and joyful of them.

In truth, if, God forbid, the slightest dust of disagreement
clouds the relationship between two of the friends, others must
quickly arise and do their utmost to settle the dispute and
reestablish love and unity. Even if one or two days pass with
an unresolved difference, it will become firmly rooted and ani-
mosity will develop. The friends of God must be peacemakers
and in matters of common good, promote the general well-
being. They must consider Baha’is and nonbelievers as one
and the same. We have been created for the betterment of all
people and nothing else!
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ABU1687

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[Today, like other days, he gained admittance to the pres-
ence of ‘Abduil-Baha and reported on the news of Iran, the
Constitutional Revolt and the present government. ‘Abduil-
Baha remarked:] We desire neither absolute despotism, nor
unbounded liberty. We are concerned with the spiritual teach-
ings and matters pertaining to the world above. If in Iran they
grant absolute liberty with no opposition against the Faith, it
would not be of benefit to us. This is by reason that in the
path of the Blessed Beauty we must endure a myriad injuries,
insults and indignities and sustain every manner of harm and
persecution. If we were at ease like the others, then we would
not be able to propagate the Cause or achieve anything of
merit. Today, the Muslims are free, but what benefit appears
from them? Nay, freedom makes people lazy. We wish neither
the pogroms, the imprisonment, the beatings of the past, nor
the complete freedom given in other countries.

Under all conditions we must remain evanescent in God. Some
are immersed in contention. That is, they devote all their en-
ergy and time in disputes and conflicts. Others are engrossed
in education and are busy at all times reading and studying,
devoting their days and nights to the acquisition of knowledge.
And yet another group is wholly absorbed in their profession
or proclivities. But we are evanescent in God and remain obliv-
ious to all save Him.
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ABU1742

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[In a feast held in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s house, He remarked:] This
feast belongs to the illustrious pilgrims of the Jewish descent.
Through the favors of the Blessed Beauty, many diverse peo-
ple have gathered in this assembly and partaken of this spir-
itual sustenance - Jewish, Christian or Muslim descendents,
and friends from both the East and the West - each coming
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from a different locality arriving at this Land. It is naught but
heavenly confirmation that has enabled you to gather and be
united in this Most Great Prison. This assembly is an example
of how in the future, the whole of humanity will enter beneath
the tabernacle [of the Cause], rest under the shadow of a sin-
gle tree, drink from the same chalice and be satisfied from the
same fountainhead. The effect of such gatherings will be man-
ifested at a future time and will attract divine confirmations.

In the East it was prohibited for men and women to assemble
in the same room. However in this Dispensation, the women
have the same rank as men, and there is not the least difference
between the two. In former Ages, equality and unity were
limited to only one or two groups. However, this Supreme
Dispensation has brought forth the unity of the whole world,
and is not limited to any one group. The call [of the Kingdom|]
is for all, and the entire earth is invited to oneness.
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ABU1914

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[The honored Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali remarked that one of
the renowned ‘ulama of Khurasan had passed away. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha asked, “In what way do they acquire learning and become
recognized as scholars? By study of jurisprudence and the
Scripture?” “By offering obligatory prayers,” Haji responded,
“Whoever among them observes this law more frequently, he is
more learned than the rest.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha remarked:]

These people study for fifty years to learn the signs of Return,
and yet on the Day of the Manifestation, they have remained
deprived. Conversely, see how the unlettered and uneducated
have attained unto this summit of glory. And it is because of
this that [Baha’u’llah] has revealed, “The abased amongst you,
He shall exalt; and they that are exalted, He shall abase.”

Consider how one person has labored hard as a merchant,
knows all the details of trade, is experienced in maintaining ac-
counting books and transactions, and yet his business remains
unprofitable and bereft of expansion, while another who has no
experience enters the field and quickly achieves success. There
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was a very wise person here, and I asked him, ‘How is our
friend?” He replied, ‘He is unlettered and unrefined.” I asked,
‘How is his work?’” ‘Very profitable,” was the reply. ‘And how
is your own work,” I inquired. ‘I do not know where 1 will
get money for tonight’s bread.” Nevertheless, such people are
many, but divine confirmations must follow unceasingly and
surround us, otherwise there is no lasting success.
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ABU3127

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[I took tea into the blessed presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, two serv-
ing pots on a clean tray. In one pot was tea, in another was
boiling water. There were also two cups, one filled with hot
water and the other empty and covered with a white cover.
Next to these was a small crystal bowl of sugar lumps. He
said,] This is very good. Tea must be like this: good sugar,
excellent tea, purified water, clean cup and in every way neat
and organized. Otherwise, it is better not to drink it. ‘What is
not cared for at the beginning cannot be remedied at the end.
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ABU1827

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

The Egyptian chiefs want to become Wahabbi and promote
Wahabbi convictions. Perchance they hope to resist European
expansion through wars, violence, confrontations and slaugh-
ter. However, they are increasingly powerless and ineffective.
They use this as a distraction. ‘A drowning man will cling to
anything.” But it will bear no result, none whatsoever, since its
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foundation is infirm and not based on divine teachings. These
very designs will cause their own division and demise.

They must first understand what brought about the progress
of Islam and then follow suit. Their goals will not be achieved
through political methods or nationalistic sentiments, espe-
cially when they are imitating others. The initiator is of course
superior to the imitator. ‘And they who were foremost on earth
- are the foremost still. These are they who shall be brought
nigh to God’

‘And God will never forget the one who has rendered victorious
His cause. There is no demise for him, and the converse holds
as well. These people will not become righteous at the end
unless they become righteous at the beginning.

KHHE.091-092

G al O )10 ols 1) 5518 ani Lol
P S B el Sy G S
sphn T 0L 5 8,8 Ol s

el BF S gl oo e A
2! el A ool Ol ) (g 5 2
3paab Canyd shy amy ol JSIL
5 S e s wsl S8, o ek
G Y W Cnd sae 3 b al 522
Wy 0y il S0 0yl ol gl
PRI

Al ey Al e YA Gs Y Al oy il
Sl Sl 5 d 3l Yo i) o pr e
4 Codo & Y b 2l s Y aeV ol
Lkt

KHH1.052 (1.073-074)

ABUO0824

Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[Addressing the honored Aqa Rida Qannad, ‘Abdu’l-Baha in-
quired, “What news do you have?” He described whatever he
had read in the newspapers about the turmoil in Russia, the
killings of the Jews and the imprisonment of people at Dumma.
‘Abdu’l-Baha replied:] After these occurrences, it will be bet-
ter. There was an incident that greatly saddened Me. They
had written some time ago that two youths entered a hotel in
Moscow, a boy and a girl. The receptionist was puzzled by
their activities, as they never seemed to sleep. Being suspi-
cious, he investigated the matter and reported the situation
to the authorities who ordered the youths to be seized and
searched. Their papers showed that there was a slight differ-
ence of opinion between the two: one wanted to be the first in
throwing hand-grenade, while the other wanted also to be the
first in this deed.

In short, it was determined that these youth planned to oppose
the Czarist monarchy and favored establishment of an elected
government by throwing hand-grenades [as a prelude to a re-
volt]. It was ruled that they were to be imprisoned in Siberia.
On the way they cried, “People, we are sacrificing ourselves for
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you!” Consider how they gloried in sacrificing themselves for
a piece of earth, and how much more one should pride himself
in sacrificing for the Lord of Hosts!

At one time [Count Leo| Tolstoy wanted an elected form of
government in Russia, yet he acted in such wise that his actions
did not provoke opposition. Through deeds he awakened the
people, and not by mere rhetoric. He owned several villages,
each with many inhabitants. He divided these estates among
their dwellers in equal portions, giving himself a portion similar
to theirs. Through this action, he made everyone equal, as
he desired to demonstrate democracy through deeds, thereby
rendering all the same and so to establish equity among all.

Tolstoy is a deeply learned man. I wanted him to embrace the
blessed Cause and, therefore, I wrote him. His wife was very
pleased with the letter I sent. Once I intended for the woman
who gave drama-plays on His Holiness the Exalted One [i.e. the
Bab] and the honored Tahirih to go and visit him. However,
during [Tolstoy’s] journey to Istanbul, Aqa Khan and Shaykh
Ahmad caused him to change his mind. These two related
so many lies, falsehoods and accusations that he changed his
mind and lost all interest in the Faith.

Consider how through their negative words, some can change
an eager seeker into one disinterested and indifferent. Yet some-
times, just a single word causes guidance and the awakening
of a multitude. At times a medicine can cure a patient, and
at other times, the same can cause his demise. Sometimes,
it is the words of Abraham, at other times, the exhortations
of Moses, or perhaps the teachings of Christ, or the words of
Muhammad, or at times the sacred fragrance of Baha’u’llah
that can influence and revive.

KHHE.092-094, STAB#112
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali remarked, “My Master, I have found
the Tablet addressed to Mirza Yusuf Khan.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha
replied:]

May God increase your good deeds and multiply your blessings!
Truly, Mirza Yusuf Khan hath been confirmed. He hath arisen
to teach with pure deeds and with sincerity of purpose. This
is that whereof the Blessed Beauty hath declared: ‘Verily, We
behold you from Our realm of glory, and shall aid whosoever
will arise for the triumph of Our Cause with the hosts of the
Concourse on high and a company of Our favored angels.

Today, each believer must arise to teach the Faith and speak
of it to seekers. We must rescue the world of humanity from
all dangers that threaten it and sacrifice our own comfort for
our Divine Beloved. Iranians have a saying, ‘The wasted oil
is bequeathed to Shah-Chiraq [mosque|.” This transitory exis-
tence and this temporary, illusory comfort must be devoted to
the service of the Cause and be made a sacrifice unto its altar.
Anything else is utter loss. This dead shrub must be sacrificed
for that luscious Lote-Tree and this insignificant drop must be
offered for the waves of His Ocean.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali inquired, “Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah
Bagqiroff has asked if Doctor Mirza Muhammad Khan [Mahal-
lati] should stay with Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah [in Istanbul], or
if he should return.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha responded:]

Why would he not stay? He has a merry time and in addition
will complete his studies. However, he may not have sufficient
funds, for when he left here, he stated that he had the necessary
money for only four months of living. But when a person is
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confident and assured of divine confirmations, then the entire
earth and heaven will serve him.

It is impossible to study medicine in Iran, since they teach
[traditional] Iranian medicine, which is obsolete. It is the mod-
ern techniques of medicine that must be acquired. For that
purpose, Europe is better.

The Faith of God has not penetrated Paris and the fire of the
love of God has not enkindled her people to the depth it should.
Of certainty, there is wisdom in this. One reason is that, so
far, a competent translator has not been found who not only
can speak, but also has a thorough command of the language.
Sometimes, a translation is better than the original. A trans-
lator must fully comprehend the meaning [and the context] of
the words.

For instance, some citizens of Iran can read, write and even
compose poetry, but do not have a thorough command of the
Persian language. When competent translators are found who
can proficiently translate into French and English, much bene-
fit will appear and great tasks could be completed.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

Consider the foolishness of the governments of Iran and the
Ottoman Empire, how they banished Baha'u’llah from Iran
to Baghdad and Istanbul, and from there exiled Him to ‘Akka.
They perpetrated this deed in the hopes of destroying the foun-
dation of the Luminous Cause, but they were not cognizant
of the fact that by so doing they were rendering the greatest
service to the Faith of Baha, disseminating and spreading its
benefit to the whole of the earth. They did not know the effect
of their own deeds. Perchance it is because of this that Jewish
people will embrace the Cause, since there is no other course
left to them.

However, regarding the future of Carmel, I now behold the
whole of this mountain basking in brilliant lights and the Haifa
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harbor as the anchor point of thousands of steam ships. I see
the monarchs of earth, having removed their crowns, reverently,
submissively and humbly, with tears flowing, carrying baskets
of colorful flowers on their heads, approaching the Shrines of
Baha'u’llah and the Bab. Much in the same way that Christ
wore the crown of thorns on His head, the kings of earth will
carry flowers to the Shrines. However others are not endowed
with this insight.

Likewise verily I see and behold the future effulgence of hos-
pitals, schools and sanatoriums and the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar es-
tablished on this mountain.
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[On another occasion, when ‘Abduil-Baha was strolling in the
garden, He paused and for awhile looked out to the sea at
‘Akka, and after a few minutes of silence, said:] I have seen
many places, but none has the vivifying air and the beauty of
the Shrine of the Bab. Ere long this mountain will be devel-
oped. Many fine buildings will be raised upon it. The Shrine
of the Bab will be constructed in the best possible way and
most majestically. It will be surrounded with many gardens,
displaying multitudes of flowers. Nine terraces will be con-
structed from the bottom of the mountain to the Shrine of the
Bab, and nine more will be above it to the summit of the moun-
tain. A boulevard will connect the seafront to the foot of the
mountain, and it too will have gardens filled with flowers. Pil-
grims who arrive by vessels will be able to see the dome of the
Shrine of the Bab from afar. The kings of earth, bareheaded,
and the queens, will walk up the boulevard of the Shrine of the
Bab carrying bouquets of flowers. They will prostrate them-
selves, kiss that Sacred Threshold and place their crowns on
that ennobled earth.

KHHE.099-100, COB.225-226
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Haifa

Attaining unto this Mountain [Mount Carmel] was the ulti-
mate desire of the Prophets, and it is the point of adoration
of the Supreme Concourse. All the past Manifestations have
given glad-tidings regarding this place and this Dispensation,
and their highest aspiration was to witness such a Day and to
behold and take part in such happenings. Here the tabernacle
of the Most Great Peace will be hoisted and the foundation of
the wondrous Divine Order will be established. All this land
will be built and developed.

After two thousand years of wandering, the Jewish people will
return to the Holy Land and embrace the Cause of God. From
here divine civilization will be propagated unto the whole of
the world and provide it with serenity and comfort.

Know the preciousness of this favor! Inhaling this air and
being in such a place was not granted to others or decreed for
them. It is only out of the grace and beneficence of the Blessed
Beauty that we have attained unto this mercy and become the
recipients of “He bestows His bounty upon whomsoever He
wisheth.”
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Words to the friends spoken in Dec. 1907 in Akka

[During one of the nights that I was in His presence, He spoke
about the enemies of the Cause:] They wanted to obliterate
the name of the Faith from the pages of history. They killed,
harmed, imprisoned, exiled and did what they could in mur-
dering, plundering, injuring and banishing the believers; and
no one was shown mercy, not even infants, pregnant women, or
the disabled. They committed such heinous deeds that history
has never witnessed their like, and in no other age had the per-
secutions been so intense. However, despite the opposition of
the people and men, the banner of God’s Faith is hoisted most
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high and the sovereignty of the Cause and its divine splendor
has enveloped the world.

His Holiness the Exalted One [the Bab] was martyred though
He was the quintessence of meekness. With bare head and
feet, under a scorching sun, the Blessed Beauty was forced
to walk from Niyavaran to Tihran. He was held captive in
the Siyah-Chal, where His neck was made to bear the weight
of the Qara-Guhar chain, and where He lived among thieves,
murderers and criminals. The blood of many innocents was
spilled. The Blessed Beauty was banished a number of times
and eventually exiled to the Most Great Prison where every
minute of His life was in peril. Nevertheless, under the sword
of persecution, the call of the Kingdom reached the whole of
mankind and the standard of the Cause was planted upon the
highest peaks of the world.

Now, they still say the same things and think that if they slay
Me, the divine light will be extinguished. God forbid! They
inflicted the same upon His Holiness the Exalted One [the Bab)]
and had the same intent for the Blessed Beauty, but it only had
the opposite effect. The lamp of God’s Faith grew brighter, and
the fragrance of divine love perfumed the horizons of the world.
This is precisely why you see that the cry of “Ya ‘Aliyu’l-A’la”
has reached every hearer, and the call of “Ya Bahau’l-Abha”
has penetrated every heart.

Now is but the beginning of the Dispensation. The springtime
of the Faith has yet to come. We have only seen the break of
the dawn. Soon the sun of the Cause will rise, and its effulgence
will envelop the whole earth, bestowing life and energy.

If the intent of these people [i.e. the enemies] is [to harm]
Me, I have repeatedly said that they may do unto Me what
they desire; and if so inclined, they may slay Me, bury Me in
the depths of the sea or crucify Me on a cross. But if their
purpose is to extinguish the light of the Faith, “though they
hate it, God will protect His light, despite the hatred of the
infidels, hypocrites and violators of the Covenant.”

KHHE.126-128
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To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Dec-05+

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and information was obtained regarding thy journey to Khavar,
Simnan, Sangsar, Saran, and Gilan in the district of Dama-
vand, and thy return to Tehran. Praise be to God that thou
wert successful and victorious in this journey. This success is
the greatest divine bestowal. Consider that when the most dis-
tinguished among men achieve success in some trivial matter,
they rejoice and celebrate, saying “Praise be to God, we have
attained our goals!”

For instance, two years ago a noble prince from Italy, in the
prime of his youth, forsook his wealth, comfort, ease, bounty
and pleasure, and resolved to explore the North Pole. Well-
wishers advised him that this journey was fraught with peril,
with but one chance in a hundred of survival, saying “Come,
abandon this journey and spend thy days in comfort and joy,
in pleasure and delight.” He replied that since this journey
was so perilous, it attracted him all the more. Therefore he
spent vast sums, made extensive preparations, beat the drum
of departure, endured severe hardships, lost all hope of life, and
undertook this dangerous journey. Yet divine protection saved
him, and he returned. With drums and fanfare he proclaimed
loudly in all cities that he had advanced one degree further than
all other adventurers in discovering the North Pole. That is, he
journeyed in the northern sea, and although he gained nothing
and achieved no result except facing fierce waves and bitter
cold at the North Pole, how he boasted and what celebrations
he held!

The point is that from such a minor achievement, what joy
and gladness resulted, what feasts were arranged, what pride
and glory emerged. Now consider how in this journey thou
hast discovered another world and guided a group to the foun-
tain of life. Thou hast gladdened souls, illumined hearts, be-
stowed eternal life, and brought them near to the threshold of
the One God. Thou hast brought them into the circle of His
chosen ones and made them servants at God’s threshold. See
what success thou hast achieved and what bounty thou hast
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attained! Blessed art thou! Glad tidings be unto thee! Joy be
unto thee! Delight be unto thee, forever and ever!

Regarding the Feast celebration thou didst write about - how
blessed are the friends who gathered in that spiritual assembly
with perfect wisdom and celebrated with joy and gladness on
that festive day. ‘Abdu’l-Baha was also gladdened by their joy.
You must certainly meet again with Haji Mulla ‘Ali Mujtahid
and strive until all matters become clear and evident to him.
Should he take a firm step, he will witness a great bounty,
divine glory will be manifested, and eternal life will unveil itself.
The Beloved of all hopes will appear in such wise that hearts
will be amazed and souls will receive the glad-tidings of the
Lord.

Concerning the ascension of His honor Sadru’s-Sudur which
thou didst write about - that lamp of light and one who ac-
quired the flame of Sinai truly dedicated his days to serving
the Forgiving Lord and persisted in servitude to His Divine
Unity. He brought souls to life and set many free. He estab-
lished classes for teaching and instructed with an eloquent and
wondrous tongue. This foundation is eternal and will continue
in succession, and his noble spirit will remain forever joyous
and steadfast in the world of mysteries. His blessed name will
raise such a melody in the world’s assemblies that it will set
the divine birds in motion and flight.

i In any case, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in utmost contentment with him,

will beseech infinite success and bounty for him from the Abha
Kingdom. Upon him be the Most Glorious Glory!

Regarding the Charitable Society about which thou didst write
- you must certainly support this society and encourage it. Do
not let it cease or weaken. Rather, the loved ones of God must
strive with heart and soul so that day by day this society may
gain strength and engage in service to the Cause - educating
children, nurturing orphans, helping the poor, spreading knowl-
edge, and becoming a means of guiding people. A general letter
to the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful in Shahmirzad,
Sangsar and Simnan has been written and is enclosed. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Baha’is of Sangsar et al.
Date: 1907-Dec-05+

O Friends of God and Handmaids of the Merciful! His honour
Sarrishtih-dar laid the foundation so that the friends of God
may strive with the utmost vigour and roar like the sea. He
so praised the friends in that land that it gladdened ‘Abdu’l-
Baha in this prison. Praised be God that the friends of Sangsar
sacrificed head and heart for the Best Beloved, and the friends
in Simnan were captivated by the His flowing locks and lost
their hearts to that shining Moon. Night and day they learn
how to sacrifice their lives, and day and night they seek the
good-pleasure of God. They are companions and confidants,
united in melody and song.

For this prisoner, spiritual joy in this mortal world consists in
the guidance of the world of humanity. He wishes for no joy,
seeks no comfort, asks for no bounty and longs for no bestowal
other than this. In the world of God, however, [he wishes for]
God’s mercy and divine bestowals. I hope that in these two
goals the friends and handmaidens of God may become united,
that we may dedicate all our time to servitude to God and be
engaged in serving the Word of God.

O friends of my heart and soul!l The earth is so illumined by
the light of the Sun of Truth that the melody of the Abha
Kingdom has conquered the world and the reputation of the
Friends of God for holiness and purity has filled the East and
the West. Now must each one of you hasten unto this field
and seize your chance before all others. Praised be God the
doors of guidance are wide open and the bountiful Beloved
is adorned and manifest. Divine confirmations are continuous
and infinite, and the hosts of the Concourse on High victorious
and triumphant. What better time is there than this? Lose
not this opportunity and seize your chance. Strive that that
region may become a heavenly paradise and that country may
be illumined.

Mingle with the people with good conduct and behaviour and
show the utmost good-will, friendship and sincerity to all hu-
mankind. Consider strangers as friends; imagine the blind to
be seeing and the deaf to be hearing; regard the dead as liv-
ing, the enemy as a friend and the opponent as an affectionate
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companion. Be not saddened or offended by cruelty or aggres-
sion from anyone. Show mercy and kindness and give counsel
that he may learn and repent and enter the circle of the well-
wishers.

O friends and handmaids of the Merciful! According to the
decisive Holy Texts, you must obey the government, arise to
show good-will and render service. Be loyal servants of His
Majesty the King and obedient subjects of the Royal Throne.
Exert efforts for the common good and become the cause of
comfort to the human race. Create peace among all the tribes
so that hatred and enmity may completely disappear. Do not
enter into or interfere at all in political matters. Be occupied
with your own professions and your own affairs.

i O my God, O my God! These are Thy servants whose eyes are

cheered by beholding Thy beauty, whose ears are exhilarated
by hearing the call from the Kingdom of Glory, whose souls
are gladdened by attaining their hopes and whose spirits are
revived from the pure chalice passed around at the assemblage
of majesty. Their necks are bowed down in humility before
Thy Word and in lowliness before Thy Cause, their voices are
lowered before Thy grandeur and their faces are submissive
before thy sovereignty, O the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.
They confess Thy oneness, take their share from the ocean of
Thy bounty, approach the kingdom of Thy unity, are enrap-
tured by the fragrances of Thy holiness and are ablaze with
the fire of Thy love. O Lord, aid them in that which Thou
lovest and desirest, unfold above their heads the banner of
praise in all regions, inscribe them in the book of the blessed,
honour them with crowns that shed their radiance upon the
ages and centuries, immerse them in the oceans of light, let
them hear the melodies of the mysteries, enter them among
the company of the righteous and number them among the
hosts of the Concourse on High, gathered in the Kingdom of
Glory, that they may conquer the cities of the hearts and the
realms of the spirits through the power of Thy remembrance,
O Thou Who causest the dawn to appear. Thou art the Gra-
cious, the Mighty, the Bountiful, and Thou art the Forgiving,
the Merciful. There is no God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving,
the All-Bounteous.

TEW.021-023
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To: Mashhadi Mihdi
Date: 1907-Dec-05+

O servant of God! The generality of mankind await a promised
one who is bloodthirsty, and a tyrannical lord, treacherous
and cruel. They desire a Mahdi who, with dart and spear and
trenchant sword, shall cause a flood of the blood of the helpless
to stream forth and spread abroad; who, night and day, shall
be occupied with smiting necks and severing heads; who shall
rear towers of skulls, become as the Angel of Death, and prove
the very scourge of men’s lives. They look for one who will shed
blood, stir up sedition, uproot the foundations of humanity, lay
waste cities and villages, make children orphaned and women
widowed. Such things they account the conditions of truth,
and such a promised one they await.

Whereas the Manifestation of spiritual perfections and
Dayspring of the merciful splendors must needs be the
quickener of souls and the reviver of bodies. He bestoweth life,
He taketh it not away. He becometh the cause of existence,
not the occasion of destruction. He buildeth up, He layeth not
waste. He illumines the East and perfumes the West. He is a
refuge and shelter for the helpless, and maketh the ignorant
to know. He transformeth the oppressor into the just, and
the heedless into the wise. He endoweth the beasts of prey
with the qualities and disposition of the All-Merciful, turneth
wolves into the flock of God, changeth the savage into the
gentle, and rendereth the bloodthirsty compassionate and
kind.

Such indeed befitteth the perfect man: that his nature and
his character be sugar and honey. Grace beseemeth him, not
wrath; sweetness becometh him, not venom. But what can be
done? Souls are heedless and ignorant. Therefore do they crave
the savage, seek the shedder of blood and the bloodthirsty, and
desire the tyrant and the treacherous. What ignorance is this,
what folly and heedlessness in the world of humanity!

You must walk in the path of God. Show forth kindness unto
all who dwell on earth, and manifest fellowship toward every
people and nation. Become honey and sugar unto the world
of man, and show forth love and tenderness unto the human
race. Be the remedy for every sufferer, and the salve for ev-
ery wounded and impoverished one. Become the companion of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

2y e AU wm G
ol e ol Qb s 5 )2
S A Ol ot Ot«:w\f‘f
5o al gl gl e 0
o, ché; ;zf Slel O pa dgrin )y,
S o bl b 51 Gra s Al
J&\w deh y i ;.sf Ll vs\) N4
sl x g p s O :)\.,\,\j oladl Ol nf

b u\ .,\:LC 0 4 QL)} “wdub\ BES)

JJJ}P}AMMJ-M\JWLJJW

,\j\db,.;,” SVE ke &7 dl>
ploor) e 5 d3L Flo)) 2 AL il
«:yubwu?cww.ote
G4l g\f&.ﬁf;lﬁ::foudic
ol s Lale Mg At foun 02 087 55
Sl Jsle UL ws™ o8T 161G ::f
G s Gl LBy a8 e 1%k
o> 4le b plel S 5wz Gla,
B 0L e 5 255 Ll E S 5 S iy

e & cul i K et
sl Uy ) il a3l o Kl K8
5k Olgam oS a6 BVl Al g @
jm\)sax);\i&&le;ml'ﬁu”ﬁ‘(
5o kit e ar ) el

L e
ch&.ﬁ.x;\.égff}pﬁzvﬁlew
W GLET e 28K 5 487 Gl e o2 Y
sl ¢5 .\,g}/ﬁw,wbﬂék
,\,;j dedys Oleys ~\~L’} v’b)v‘;
5 g 5 S o3 2 020

111

fody sl



Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other) AB02353

hearts and the quickener of souls, that ye may be the manifes- (¢, cm) jghio b ays3 Lila 2 5 ,\iaf
tatio‘n of the Most Great Mercy. And upon thee be the Most VT ey s 'Y
Glorious Splendor.
BRL_DAK#0062, MKT1.407b, MI-
DAS.1915-04-06 LAN.145, AKHA 107BE #02-03 p.41,
AKHA__120BE #01 p.j, MAS5.038
AB02353

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqgypt
Date: 1907-Dec-06

O faithful servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your numerous let-
ters were reviewed. Praise be to God, they were evidence of
joy and delight and proof of steadfastness in the Covenant.

Regarding what you wrote about Mirza Mihdi Khan - verily
your Lord lies in wait. Whatever that person did, he did to
himself. Soon he will be seized by the consequences of his deeds.
Until now, no one has opposed the Cause of God except that
they were afflicted with severe calamity. In those who have
passed before from previous generations are examples for us.
We have no friendship or enmity with him. Had he not assumed
we would accommodate him, we would have bestowed a robe
of honor upon him. However, the Lord of the Kingdom afficts
every audacious slanderer with abundant punishment. This is
required by divine justice.

You had very good discussions with Haji Rida Qavvas - this
is exactly right and befitting the way and conduct of a true
Baha’i. Likewise, the conversation you had in the meeting
with the Consul General was all appropriate and fitting.

As for the affairs of Alexandria, although the situation is dis-
tressing now, I hope that in the future what was lost will be
compensated and the means for organizing affairs will be pro-
vided. Verily with difficulty comes ease. This is a wave that
has come - it has no permanence and will pass. You must not
allow any sadness to enter your heart and do not become sor-
rowful. The joy of your heart takes precedence over everything.
It is not possible for worldly affairs to always accord with one’s
wishes. The weather is sometimes clear and sometimes cloudy,
sometimes bringing joy and delight and other times snow and
storm, sometimes waves and tempest. The essential foundation
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is servitude to the All-Merciful Lord. When that is achieved,
every difficulty becomes easy.

5 Convey the Most Glorious Abha greetings to the divine friends.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06402

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907-Dec-06

O thou my beloved friend!

For a long time thou didst have the longing to visit the Blessed
Spot and the yearning to meet this imprisoned one. Finally this
gift became realized, but it was for one moment and as the dew
to the rose-garden of the hearts. The destiny was such and the
means were brought about in this way. I became sad and dis-
appointed more than thyself. But I hope that this meeting
became as the wick of the lamp and the fire—that as soon as
it was touched it became ignited. I am expecting the results
of this meeting, that I may see thee lighted as a candle and
burning thyself as a moth with the fire of the love of God, weep-
ing like unto the cloud by the greatness of love and attraction,
laughing like unto the meadow and stirred into cheerfulness
like unto the young tree by the wafting of the breeze of the
Paradise of ABHA!

All the believers in the East and in this Spot are expecting the
receipt of letters from thee.

BSW#14.08x, TAB.473
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AB10019

To: Margaret B Peeke
Date: 1907-Dec-06

O thou bird of the Rose-garden of the Kingdom!

In appearance there hath some time elapsed since news hath
been received from thee, but in spirit the arrival of the news
is uninterrupted. I hope, from the bounties of the Exalted,
the Quickener of the souls, that thou mayest not rest for one
moment but pulsate constantly like unto the pulsation of an
artery in the body of the world, to infuse the spirit of life in
the souls and suffer the people to soar up to the zenith of the
Kingdom. Undoubtedly, write thou letters and do not stop
correspondence even in appearance.

BSW#17.10x, TAB.727-728

AB01338

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1907-Dec-07

O herald of the Covenant! Your letters were received, but
‘Abdu’l-Baha, due to illness and numerous occupations, did
not find an opportunity to share confidences or write a sat-
isfactory reply. Now that the honored Afnan of the Blessed
Tree, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, and
greetings and praise, has arrived with the travelers and health
has improved, I immediately set about writing this letter and
beseeched the grace and gift of the Blessed Beauty for your
honor - patience, tranquility and endurance of various hard-
ships. Although I know you are patient and grateful, zealous
and courageous, nevertheless I beseech assistance, favor, pro-
tection and safeguarding from the Divine Unity.

I will certainly grant permission to you and your gracious son
to circumambulate the Holy Shrine, but be somewhat patient,
for in all things there is consummate wisdom.
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Now in ‘Ishqabad and its surroundings, with utmost love, kind-
ness, forbearance and gentle speech, engage in guiding the seek-
ers, ignite extinguished candles and revive lifeless souls. Be tol-
erant of the impertinence of stubborn seekers, “dispute with
them in the most excellent manner”, and do not be defeated by
any assault or oppression from other peoples. Remember the
story of Paul and Peter, who would enter any gathering and
after teaching would receive ample beatings, yet would again
converse with utmost kindness, love, forbearance and gentle
speech.

Now announce to all the divine friends that they should con-
duct themselves thus with people, especially in those regions.
They should not be disheartened by people’s enmity, should be
joyful and delighted at abuse and insults, should find pleasure
in people’s harshness and severity, should seek joy in public
and private at people’s cursing and reproach. If they see the
sword of cruelty they should not withhold faithfulness, and if
given bitter poison they should bestow the sweetness of honey.

5 In any case, you had written the names of those who had
succeeded in assisting the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Marv. I sup-
plicated at the Holy Threshold for all of them and besought
boundless favors and blessings. As for the three gentlemen -
Aga Muhammad Isma’il, Aqa Najaf-‘Ali and Aqa Muhammad
Hasan who had sought permission to attain presence - through
your intercession they are permitted in spring. And a letter
was written to Aga Shaykh Muhammad Namiqi due to your
mediation; it is enclosed, please deliver it. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00539

To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY et al., in Brooklyn
Date: 1907-Dec-10

...O Lord! These beloved friends and cherished maidservants
are attracted to the light of Thy beauty and are alive through
the spirit of Thy love. At every minute and moment they chant
the verses of unity and recite the words of the new Book. They
are engaged in spreading the holy fragrances and are occupied
with proclaiming the appearance of the Kingdom in this new
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Day. O Lord! Assist them, grant them success, bestow abun-
dant grace and confer mighty power. Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, and Thou art the Confirmer and the Bestower of
success in this luminous age.
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AB09840

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in India
Date: 1907-Dec-12

He is God! O servant of God! Give thanks that thou art con-
firmed in sacrificing thyself in the path of the Divine Beauty...

There is a famous saying among the Arabs: “At dawn the peo-
ple praise night-travel.” That is, the caravan becomes grateful
for night-travel in the morning. Although during the night they
were deprived of sleep, traversed the desert, and endured hard-
ship and difficulty, yet when morning comes and they reach
their destination, they become joyous and glad because of their
night journey....
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AB02818

To: Abid Husayn (Badayun), in Budaun
Date: 1907-Dec-13

Praise be to Him Who caused the Dove to warble songs of
praise in the thicket of faithfulness to the branches with vari-
ous melodies, whereby hearts were attracted by that celestial
strain and spiritual song, and souls were set ablaze with the
fire of the love of God in the Paradise of the All-Merciful, and
sanctified realities spoke forth in praise of their Creator under
the shade of the mercy of their Source, through the favors of
their Founder and Originator. And I pray and offer praise unto
the blazing Light, the shining Radiance, the brilliant Moon,
and the resplendent Star dawning over the horizons, illumining
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the seven spheres—the luminous Reality and the all-embracing
Word of the All-Merciful-and unto him who was attracted by
the sweet savors of His love and was set aflame with the fire
of His love and arose to spread His sweet breaths and sought
to drink from the pouring rain of the cloud of His grace and
bounty. And I send greetings of peace.

O thou steadfast and firm servant! The friends have expressed
their gratitude that thou hast become intimate and harmo-
nious with the friends in the West, that thou hast sought fel-
lowship and desired affinity, that thou hast shown kindness
and laid the foundation of love. I hope that thou wilt corre-
spond and communicate with them so that a divine connection
and heavenly relationship may be established between the East
and the West. If thou hast any resolve, exert it in this regard,
and if thou seekest any power, ask for it from the Kingdom
in this station, for the hosts of divine confirmation are the
helpers of these souls and the armies of heavenly success are
the supporters of these people.

“None may approach that well-belov’d who harboreth his own
desire;

None may embrace that beauteous form who’s burdened with
his own attire!”

And upon thee be glory and praise.
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AB02720

To: Abdur-Rahman Chashti, in Lahore
Date: 1907-Dec-14

O thou who art captivated by that Kind Beloved! With what
attribute shall I praise thee? The best praise is to say that
thou art enamored of that Beloved and art captivated by the
love of that Soul-Cherishing Beloved. Thou art wandering dis-
traught in His lane, roaming toward Him, enchanted by His
countenance, and entangled in His tresses.

The lovers who glean are unaware of Layli’s secret,

For this bounty belongs only to Majnun who burns the harvest.
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This is why all the Prophets were called “majnun” (possessed),
and the saints were named “maftun” (enchanted), and they
said “O thou to whom the Reminder hath been revealed! thou
art indeed a madman!” This madness is the pride of minds, and
this insanity is freedom from both worlds. “I have one madness
in sorrows, nay, madness upon madness upon madness.”

In the view of the earthworm, the sign of intelligence is to delve
into the lower strata of the earth. If any creature turns toward
the higher strata, the lowly earthworm calls it mad, saying it
knows not its own good and recognizes not its own benefit. For
although in the lower strata there are a myriad heaps of earthly
dross, it deprives itself of these and hastens to the higher strata
where there is neither mire nor clay, neither putrefaction nor
moisture - only air and sky and meadow and purity. It becomes
deprived of strength and power, and disappointed in inhaling
these foul odors. Therefore they pronounce it mad.

Offer a hundred thousand thanks that thou art possessed by
the Beloved and enchanted by those musky tresses. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB03423

To: Abdu’l-Hamid Khan
Date: 1907-Dec-14

O thou true friend! Read, in the school of God, the lessons of
the spirit, and learn from loveis Teacher the innermost truths.

Seek out the secrets of Heaven, and tell of the overflowing grace
and favor of God.

Although to acquire the sciences and arts is the greatest glory
of mankind, this is so only on condition that manis river flow
into the mighty sea, and draw from Godis ancient source His
inspiration. When this cometh to pass, then every teacher is
as a shoreless ocean, every pupil a prodigal fountain of knowl-
edge. If, then, the pursuit of knowledge lead to the beauty of
Him Who is the Object of all Knowledge, how excellent that
goal; but if not, a mere drop will perhaps shut a man off from
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flooding grace, for with learning cometh arrogance and pride,
and it bringeth on error and indifference to God.

3 The sciences of today are bridges to reality; if then they lead
not to reality, naught remains but fruitless illusion. By the
one true God! If learning be not a means of access to Him, the
Most Manifest, it is nothing but evident loss.

It is incumbent upon thee to acquire the various branches of
knowledge, and to turn thy face toward the beauty of the Man-
ifest Beauty, that thou mayest be a sign of saving guidance
amongst the peoples of the world, and a focal center of under-
standing in this sphere from which the wise and their wisdom
are shut out, except for those who set foot in the Kingdom of
lights and become informed of the veiled and hidden mystery,
the well-guarded secret.
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn Manshadi, in Alexandria
Date: 1907-Dec-1/

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter arrived and
brought joy and gladness, for it proved that that longtime
friend remains firm and steadfast to the Ancient Covenant. No
doubt arose from the rumors, for it is the habit of the thought-
less ones to use all their power to accuse someone in order to
cast them from favor and deprive them. I said that a bird of
the rose garden would not follow a bird of the dunghill, and a
sense of smell perfumed by the fragrances of the Blessed Beauty
would surely not take pleasure in the foul odors of hell. The
lions of the jungle of the Covenant will not become humbled
before the jackals of the wilderness of violation, nor become
captive to the foxes of the valley of loss. This befits some-
one like Khartumi, whom the Blessed Beauty gave the title
“Khartumi” in all Tablets. “We shall brand him on the nose
(khartum)” is a verse of the Holy Qur'an. He says that We
shall soon place a brand and mark on his nose that will make
him notorious throughout all regions and he will be known by
that sign. Observe that this brand and sign was the violation
of the Covenant. “Take heed, O ye who have eyes to see!”
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Convey sublime greetings to the dear descendants Aqa
Ata’ullah, Aqa Parvin, Aga Faridun and Aqa Isfandiyar. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Shah Vali Khan (Badayun), in Budaun
Date: 1907-Dec-14

O Lord! O Thou Who drawest the hearts by the magnet of
that love which poureth forth upon all created things; Who
quickenest the dry and crumbling bone with a spirit that re-
fresheth hearts and souls; Who shinest with the ancient Light
upon the horizons of all existence; Who givest unto every thing
a portion of Thy wide-embracing mercy that surroundeth the
realm of being! Verily I call upon Thee and beseech Thee to
look upon Thy servant Vali with the glance of Thine invisible,
all-merciful eye, to encompass him with the manifold boun-
ties of Thy manifest grace, and to make him a shining star in
those regions, in that far-distant shore and in those vast and
widely sundered climes. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the All-Merciful, the Bestower. There is no God but Thee, the
All-Powerful, the Pardoner, the All-Forgiving.

O thou servant at the Threshold of God! Thou art of the long-
time friends, and of the intimates and well-beloved associates of
that dweller in the eternal Paradise, Jamal-i-Effendi, accepted
at the Divine Threshold and near unto the Court of the Lord
of infinity. Wherefore art thou the king of the realm of faith-
fulness, the monarch of the kingdom of the Most Great Favour.
Thy crown is the guidance of God, thy throne is steadfastness
in the Cause of God. Thy collar is the chain of the tresses of
the Friend; thy necklace the ringlets of His musk-laden locks.
Thy cavalcade is the host of loving friends; thy majesty the
company of knowing and discerning souls. Thy canopy is the
shade of thy Lord’s tender mercy; thy standard the banner of
the signs of the Almighty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl 5y# e BT Olor sdauly Ol
b lag O O3l b ol 0l el
(,f)\ ol 2 el Lo 2aldl oy
o5 G s sl 5B Atase e
cst S daall 5 OIS GBT e il
G 0KV, dad) il ey e b
dy Sue Jl s Ol Syl 5 Syl
S A K8 dad W S
a2l JBYI 5 (spadl Syl I
DY Slofl ol o S ) T
e R (RN

OLLET 315 g6 OLL 31 A o5 ot s
Gt bl 85 Jpe gasl Jlas OLETs
Bl a2 1k (ploals 3l o e s
ol s8 Carge 528 olisl 5 by
Sk A ) il A Sl
Sl SBGe to b Olosl 5L ) sl
fale O i Obyle 055 i Ol OB
S5 Sl cly cde iy, e

120


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=411

Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other) AB05354

Such a sovereignty is boundless in joy, and a dominion such as ¢y dsle Colal 5 5 (Alasl o (2L2

this is, throughout everlasting ages, accepted and beloved. sz s Jsie ot Y
Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious st.;\” :LKJ\ Se
MKT1.296, MJMJ2.095a, MMG2#191
p.217, YHA1.371x

AB05354

To: Pritam Singh, in Lahore
Date: 1907-Dec-1/4

O spiritual friend! Praise God that you have rent asunder the s § 1, lus oS A Gy, Ll
veils and cast off all restraint, and discovered the mysteries. 4 5wl 635 ke do 5 658 Hlal
You have become enamored of the Kind Beloved and madly in  ,, o 312 , cas Ol A3 Slsgw
love with that radiant Moon. For the sake of the beauty of the oL§ A V:; Ol sy Gl 5 OLL
Beloved, you have become notorious. Through divine love you
have torn your collar and cut yourself off from all else. You
have heard the call of Truth and reached the abode of the true
Friend. You have drunk the cup of purity, tasted the honey
of mystic knowledge, and witnessed the signs of your Lord’s
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1907-Dec-15

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter dated the 8th of Ra-
madan 1325 was received. You had expressed shortcoming in
service. Would that everyone’s shortcoming were like yours!
For praise be to God, you have always been and continue to
be successful in service. I testify that in the blessed days and
in these days, you have been engaged day and night in service
to the Kingdom of God with utmost sincerity. You showed no
laxity, let alone shortcoming. This is through the grace and
bounty of the Blessed Beauty that He clothed you with such
a robe and placed such a crown upon your head. Be grateful
that you were always the recipient of the favors of the Ancient
Beauty and servant of the Most Great Name. Upon you be
greetings and glory, and upon you be grace and praise in the
first and last worlds.

As for the matter of innate weakness and shortcoming, this
is inherent to servitude. The more capable one becomes, the
more incapable one feels, and the more independent one be-
comes, the more dependent one feels. This is inherently neces-
sary and inseparable. However, the Lord’s grace and bounty
and the aid and care of the Chosen Lord bestow such strength
and power upon a person that he can withstand all on earth. O
Lord! Assist Your trusted servant in Your service among the
worlds, give him to drink from the living waters, make firm
his feet on the straight path, admit him to the midst of the
paradise of delight, and grant him a true tongue among those
who come after. Verily You are the Mighty, the Generous, and
verily You are the Merciful, the Compassionate.

O honored Amin! His Imperial Majesty during his governor-
ship of Azerbaijan never harassed the oppressed ones, and you
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know what a storm was raging in all provinces. Rather, he
extended protection and safeguarding to the extent possible.
Therefore, he is the recipient of divine favor and is in the
fortress of heavenly protection. Praise be to God that unity
and harmony have been achieved between government and peo-
ple. We hope that this just government and virtuous people
will progress day by day such that they become the wonder of
the peoples of the world.

You had written about the steadfastness and firmness of the
loved ones of God. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, through the assistance and
care of the Blessed Beauty, has arisen and continues to arise in
such a way that quicksilver, despite its inherent instability and
agitation, will ultimately find stability and settledness. Praise
be to God, the confirmations of the Blessed Beauty (may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) are like successive and
continuous rain. In these days these lights have shone forth
in the region of Germany. I sent a leaf from among the leaves
of America named Black for teaching to Germany. There she
joined hands with Mr. Fischer and engaged in teaching the
Cause of God. This week her letter arrived with a collection
of petitions from those who have become believers and are
certain, urgently requesting responses. But how can ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, with utmost physical weakness, engage in writing re-
sponses to East and West? And there is no confirmation ex-
cept from the Most Glorious Beauty, and no success except
through His grace, generosity and beneficence.

There are many joyous events from the West, but their disclo-
sure is not permitted these days, for as soon as the faithless
hear of them, they will unhesitatingly arise to extinguish the
lamp, and from intense jealousy will throw themselves into fire
and water.

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Despite illness and lack of time
and opportunity, all the letters you had requested have been
written and are being sent. The final point you had written in
your letter caused joy and delight. Rumi says:

A lover before his beloved

Spoke of his service and work

Not to impose obligation, but to show

A hundred proofs of the truth of his love

If like Abraham I must enter the fire
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Or like John have my blood shed
If like Joseph I am cast into pit and prison
Or like Jesus son of Mary made poor

I will not turn my head or turn from You

; My body and soul are for Your command

7 You too, praise be to God, have seen pit and prison, been

bound in chains and fetters, burned in the fire of trials and
tribulations, taught patience and forbearance to the friends,
never fled from having your blood shed at any moment, and
followed Christ in poverty and detachment. And this is from
the grace of your Most Glorious Beloved and the gift of your
Most Exalted Lord. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01250
To: Lari, Haji Mulla Husayn et al., in Jidda
Date: 1907-Dec-20

O two servants near to the Divine Threshold! The letter you
wrote to his honor Manshadi was observed and its meanings
caused spiritual joy and delight. For some time there had been
no news, thus hearts were expectant that a musk-laden breeze
might waft from that direction, until through reading this let-
ter the utmost joy and fragrance was attained.

From the Sacred Threshold flows continuous beseeching and
supplication that those two lamps of faithfulness may shine
brightly in the glass of Batha, and become so enkindled, self-
sacrificing and detached from both worlds that they may cause
the pilgrims to the Ka’bah and circumambulators of the sanc-
tuary to become aware. For they are unaware of the essence of
divine knowledge and bereft of the holy fragrances that once
perfumed Yathrib and Batha. Therefore you must conduct
yourselves and show such love and kindness toward Iranians
who come to those regions, and be the cause of their joy and
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gladness, that a fragrance from the Abha paradise may reach
their nostrils and they may gain a portion of the ancient mys-
teries that were revealed through the Muhammadan Reality in
those lands. Otherwise the state and condition of the pilgrims
is as in the verse:

“I fear you’ll never reach the Ka’bah, O Arab, for this road
that you’re traveling leads to Turkistan!”

In any case, my desire is that those two heart-attracting friends
become grateful birds of the supreme paradise, and night and
day enter into rapture and joy with the melody of the Con-
course on High, becoming the cause of gladness to the hearts
of pilgrims to the Sacred House and intimate companions in
the private chamber of the All-Merciful. News of you should al-
ways reach the Blessed Spot so that it may cause the joy of the
friends and delight of the hearts of the yearning ones. Convey
yearning greetings from this wanderer to his honor the learned
and distinguished scholar, the noble and excellent Mas’ud Ef-
fendi.

5 My Lord and my hope! These two servants hastened to
Yathrib and Batha and dwelt near the Ancient House, the
Sacred Mosque. My Lord, cause them to inhale the fragrance
of the All-Merciful from the holy place that perfumes all
existence. My Lord, make them signs of Thy mercy and
banners of Thy bounty and lamps of Thy guidance and
brilliant stars in the horizon of Thy favor. Aid them in
their servitude to Thee and assist them in serving Thee and
support them with the hosts of Thy Kingdom and grant them
a truthful tongue in the world of creation. Verily Thou art
the Helper of whomsoever Thou willest to whatsoever Thou
willest and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Dec-20

O loving friend! The ears of the yearning ones are ever waiting
to hear news of the friends, and the heart seeks tidings and
traces of the loved ones. You can well imagine, then, what
effect the arrival of a letter has.
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I know that you have forsaken your own comfort and ease, and
sacrificed both stranger and kin. Detached unto God, attracted
to His fragrances, enkindled with the fire of His love, and glad-
dened by the Most Great Glad-Tidings, you have journeyed
to those regions - now to Shahmirzad, now to Semnan, some-
times in the wilderness, sometimes in cities, sometimes in vil-
lages, raising the cry and proclaiming the Call of the Kingdom.
You had no purpose save spreading the divine fragrances, no
intention save promoting heavenly counsels and admonitions.

Give thanks to the Divine Unity that you are confirmed with
such abundant grace and immersed in the sea of joy. In this
world of water and clay, happiness is impossible and unattain-
able unless one attaches their heart to another world and jour-
neys in a different realm, unless their purpose is lofty and
their intention noble. When one finds themselves successful,
the doors of joy open and the beloved of hopes and desires
appears. This joy is eternal and this delight everlasting. Oth-
erwise, every gladness is followed by sorrow and every success
by regret.

This is why the pleasures of this dark world have been likened
to a vanishing mirage: “Like a mirage in the desert, which the
thirsty one supposes to be water, until when he comes to it, he
finds it to be nothing.”

In any case, if you knew how cherished you are because of your
servitude to the Sacred Threshold and service to the Blessed
Cause, you would surely take up an overflowing cup and be-
come intoxicated with the wine of the love of God, singing such
a melody that would set tree and stone and clod into motion.

And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03048

To: Qazvini, Siyyid Muhammad Taqi et al.
Date: 1907-Dec-20

Your letter was received and the calamities that have befallen
you caused grief and pain, becoming a source of regret and sor-
row. However, we are all intoxicated from this cup and chalice,
and drinking this wine, since it is in the path of the Most Great
One, is acceptable to the people of purity. This oppression, like
faithfulness, is the cause of joy to pure hearts. Until one sees
oppression, one does not become the manifestation of faith-
fulness, and until one finds tribulation, one does not become
the manifestation of the Most Great Gift. Until the breast of
the earth is furrowed, it will not be adorned with flowers and
fragrant herbs. Until the tree experiences the axe upon its
branches and leaves, it will not grow and develop. Therefore,
do not become a companion to sorrow and grief from this pain
and suffering. Bear these abundant trials with utmost joy, and
God willing, this night will end and a luminous morning will
dawn, and this winter will pass and a spiritual spring will ap-
pear. At that time, this physical exhaustion and hardship will
also vanish and comfort and rest will be made possible from
every direction. On that day shall those near to God rejoice.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

2 He is God!

O Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Taqi, train your young girls in such
a way that they may become renowned teachers. As they are
related to the Blessed ‘Andalib, they hold a special honor with
me.

He is God!

5 O Liqga’iyyih and Tal’at! T hope that you will acquire such
proficiency in knowledge that you will become teachers of other
girls.
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ABO05709

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1907-Dec-20

O descendant of the illustrious Andalib!

The wailing and lamentation from separation reached the ears
of this yearning one and had a profound effect. Praise be to
God that you are the offspring of that father not merely in
water and clay, but in spirit and heart. You are the manifesta-
tion of “the child is the inner secret of his father” and possess
a true relationship and character matching your lineage.

I too long to see your face, but your kind father must not sep-
arate from that region in these days, for today is the day of
service. The day of visitation will come and that divine nightin-
gale will sing in this rose garden. Now with heart and soul he
must engage in servitude and in that garden and meadow sing
his melodies and speak of spiritual truths and meanings as
much as he can.

Be patient now - God willing, a time will come with utmost
sweetness when whatever is the ultimate desire of you and your
kind father will be fulfilled.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12156

To: Baha’is of Balakhan
Date: 1907-Dec-22

My Lord, my Lord! You see the faces of Your loved ones radi-
ant with Your favors, resplendent with the lights of Your love,
illumined by the rays of Your knowledge, and turned toward
Your Kingdom. O Lord, Lord! These are the poor at Your
door, the helpless before the manifestation of Your power, the
eloquent in Your remembrance, enkindled by the fire ignited
in the Tree of Your mercifulness, deriving knowledge from the
signs of Your oneness in the Kingdom of Your unity, hum-
bled before Your might, broken before Your holy threshold,
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seeking Your good pleasure, content with Your decree. They
chant with wondrous melody in this exalted garden, glorify-
ing Your praise, circling round Your throne, prostrating before
Your sovereignty, and submitting to Your proof.

Lord! Make them lamps of guidance, stars of the highest
heaven, waves of the ocean of guidance, and meteors pierc-
ing the hearts of the people of passion, so that they may call
out Your name among the people, guide the misguided to the
straight path wherein is no crookedness or deviation, estab-
lish the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, rejoice in Your name at dawn, re-
member You privately and openly, and be gladdened by Your
glad-tidings night and day. Verily You are the Generous, the
Helper, the Mighty, the Strong, and verily You are the One
Who grants success to whomever You wish in this mighty foun-
dation. There is no God but You, the Bestower, the Helper,
the Giving, the Glorious.

O divine friends! Mr. Amran arrived at this prison and entered
the gathering of the All-Merciful with utmost joy and fragrance,
and associated with the friends. He perfumed and scented his
face and hair with the dust of the Holy Threshold, remembered
you all, and sought assistance and grace for everyone. Observe
how such is a kind friend, and surely his prayer is answered and
his hope accepted at the threshold of the Mighty, the Bestower.

In any case, both he and I share the desire that in Balakhan
the divine edifice be raised high and the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
be established, and that the sound of praise and glorification
reach the Kingdom of the Lord, become the cause of awakening
souls and attracting hearts, awakening the sleeping and making
the heedless mindful. Praise be to God that those friends are
near and accepted at the threshold of the Lord God, their
service praiseworthy and abundant, and their servitude verified
and proven. Now a mighty foundation must be raised and a
wondrous melody lifted up, so that land may become illumined
and that region become a paradise of delight. May Balakhan
become a mirror of heaven and the souls of the loved ones
become angels drawing near to the threshold of grandeur.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02725

To: Abbas Khan Vigar, in Bushihr
Date: 1907-Dec-22

O thou who art the chief of the people of insight! Your letter
was received and its contents were evidence of recognition of
the Peerless Lord and replete with the meanings of the hidden
mystery. It was a sign of the love of God and proof of attain-
ment to the knowledge of God. From its garden of meanings,
a fragrant breeze was inhaled, and that sincerity in the Cause
of God, firmness in the Covenant of God, and steadfastness in
servitude at the Divine Threshold brought joy upon reading.

Strive with all thy soul, as much as thou canst, to awaken
the sleepers, make the heedless mindful, transform beasts into
humans, make predators into gazelles of the desert of unity,
and wolves into sheep of the meadow of truth.

Convey my longing greetings to that illustrious person whom
you met in Muhammara, and through correspondence breathe
into him the spirit of life that he may become alive and il-
lumined, divine and merciful, until he witnesses the invisible
confirmations from every direction.

Likewise, show utmost kindness and affection on my behalf
to that offspring of the element of heart and soul, that illu-
mined descendant of that blessed branch. I hope that this
descendant will become like that illustrious one. The cub re-
sembles the lion. If character matches lineage, the relationship
is real - “The son is the secret of his father.” But God forbid, if
character opposes lineage, the relationship is metaphorical and
severed - “He is not of thy family, his work is unrighteous.” We
hope that this new plant in the divine garden will be a child
of spiritual element and a descendant of thy heart and body.

5 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04028

To: Haji Musa Kalimi
Date: 1907-Dec-22

O thou tree of the orchard of His Holiness Moses! The honored
Aqa Habibuillah has arrived at the Refulgent Land, attained
unto the Sacred Threshold and partaken of the spiritual as-
semblage. Meeting him has brought utmost cheer and vitality.
He has written a letter and therein has spoken glowingly and
most appreciatively of your manifold kindness and benevolence
in raising him. Indeed, I was deeply thrilled and happy that,
praised unto God, thou showed him such favor and generos-
ity. You were kinder than a father and truer than a brother!
Verily, the service that thou rendered for his sake is a service
that thou hast rendered for the Abha Kingdom and is an act of
servitude that thou hast manifested for the Sacred Threshold.

2 Since thy manner, deed, spirit and efforts have brought me
such deep delight, I have sent the candelabrum you donated to
the Sacred Shrine so that a sign from you may be preserved at
that Blessed Threshold. This benevolence is for the kindness
and generosity you have shown this youth.
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To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Ali Fadil Isfahani, in Tihran
Date: 1907-Dec-25

O distinguished learned one, your letter arrived and upon read-
ing it, the dawn of joy broke from the horizon of the heart, for
it proved that you are watering the cultivation of His Holiness
Sadru’s-Sudur and tending the garden of his hopes, and are
occupied with designing flowers of inner meanings in the gar-
dens of hearts. However, all teaching and instruction must be
lessons in teaching the Faith, so that the students gain profi-
ciency in teaching. Otherwise, if they spend time on syntax,
morphology, logic, rhetoric, figures of speech and the like, and
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then study lessons in teaching, years will pass and the oppor-
tunity will be lost. Therefore, they must gain proficiency in
proofs for the existence of God, demonstrations of divine unity,
the transcendence and sanctification of the pure Reality that is
beyond description, proofs for the necessity of revelation, and
rational and traditional proofs for the truth of the Holy Mani-
festations. They must memorize all verses and traditions that
prove the Day of Manifestation. This can be accomplished in
two years, after which they can engage in teaching.

Regarding your question about the she-camel of Salih - Abdul-
Baha does not have time to read even a tenth of the arriving
letters, let alone write detailed responses, and other tasks are
also endless. Given this, how can there be time for interpreting
verses, explaining words, clarifying allusions and expounding
glad tidings from previous revealed Books? Every day certainly
a hundred questions arrive seeking answers. Therefore this
servant addresses what is absolutely necessary and responds,
while deferring other questions to an appropriate time.

Regarding the she-camel of Salih, in the sacred writings it in-
dicates that it was the holy person of Salih himself, and from
the milk of inner meanings flowing from the divine breast of
that blessed being, spiritual sustenance and divine milk was
bestowed. But the evil souls hamstrung that divine she-camel,
denied and rejected it, and were seized with painful torment
of deprivation, unbelief and rebellion, falling into eternal de-
struction. As for that spring, it was the spring of life in this
world, and “from water We made all things living.” Those ob-
stinate people wanted the life of this ephemeral world entirely
for themselves, so they rose up in denial, pride, harm and op-
pression and hamstrung that divine she-camel. And when they
denied that divine she-camel, the result and effect of that holy
one departed from among that people and disappeared. This is
why it is mentioned that the offspring of the she-camel headed
toward the mountain and wilderness and vanished. And those
people fell into eternal loss and were afflicted with perpetual
non-existence. They were erased and destroyed - no fruit or
trace, no mention or news, no life or continuation remained.
“Thou hearest not from them any sound or whisper.”

Regarding the new book that has been written in rejection of
God and His Manifestations, you had requested permission to
write a response. This is very appropriate. When someone
from among the doubtful commits such an excess, people of
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fairness must strive to dispel his tyranny. Write a convincing
and complete response. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Beauty.
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AB01081

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1907-Dec-25

O ye loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this day the most impor-
tant issue is to teach the Cause of God and spread the divine
fragrances. It is the duty of each one of the friends that none
should rest tranquil either by night or day, not one breath
should be taken but to diffuse the divine fragrances. In other
words the believer’s whole aim and purpose should be to try
to lead others to the eternal Faith of God and to revive their
souls, for this action of his will have consequences throughout
all time.

> For the first soul who guides another soul creates a chain of
continuity towards all others; from the first who generates faith
evolves the unbroken link to other believers as a result of which
one holy soul can be the cause of life unto one hundred thou-
sand other souls. Consider the important of this! The guid-
ance of one soul is greater than the sovereignty of a kingdom
for this material sovereignty will end in a few days. There
will be nothing left of it: no fruit, no happiness, no joy, no fur-
ther consequence, no record of its existence even, no names, no
signs. But spiritual sovereignty, which results in guiding souls
to embrace the eternal Well Beloved, will enable the teacher
to have everlasting comfort.

Therefore should spiritual assemblies be constituted in every
land whose principal concern should be the guidance of souls.
Therefore believers should be despatched to other regions and
new areas to promote the divine teachings.

Even travelling and passing through these foreign lands is ben-
eficial, for there are some places so isolated from others that
the friends do not receive news from anywhere. If they hear
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any reports it is by accident. Now if the believers were to
travel and give glad tidings to the friends and stay a night or
two in each place and share the news of the Holy Land and
other parts of the East and the West with the people of that
place and associate with them with the utmost happiness, joy
and love, the result will be enkindlement and attraction. Souls
will be trained and become stirred and enraptured and all this
will encourage the diffusion of spiritual fragrances and raise of

the Word of God in every land.

5 The honored Aqa Mirza Tiraz and Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar, these

two blessed souls, have indeed been the cause of great joy to
the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. It is certain that they shall be
enabled to render weighty services, and shall shine forth in
the Abha Kingdom even as the radiant and dawning morn-
star. Upon them be the Most Glorious Splendor on the day
whereon they were born; and upon them be the Most Glorious
Splendor of God on the day whereon they attained maturity;
and upon them be the Most Glorious Splendor of God on the
day whereon they raised the call; and upon them be the Most
Glorious Splendor of God on the day whereon they shall at-
tain unto the presence of their Lord in an eternal and ancient
Kingdom. And upon you be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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To: Bushra wife of Mir Siyyid Ali (Isfahani), in Tihran
Date: 1907-Dec-25

O handmaiden of the Desired One! Be joyous and content that
in this promised age thou hast been blessed through the bounty
of His Holiness the All-Loving One. The lamp of guidance was
lit and the veil of vain imaginings was burned away, and the
inner chamber of the heart was illumined with the light of
guidance. The nostrils were open and the breath of the All-
Merciful passed by, and the fragrance from the garden of the
love of God perfumed the mind. Therefore praise be to the
manifest Light who bestowed such a bounty.

“He whom God guides is rightly guided, and for him whom He
leads astray thou wilt find no protecting friend to guide him.”
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Show infinite kindness and affection on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
to the saplings in the garden of God’s love, namely Aqa Bibi
and Aqa Mirza and Aqa Sadr. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Arbab Shirvani, Ali et al.
Date: 1907-Dec-25

...0 God! O Lord of realities and meanings! Look upon that
divine gathering and heavenly company with the glances of
Thy protecting eye, and preserve them with the hosts of Thy
protection and shelter, and guard them with the guardianship
of Thy protection and care, and assist them to attain harmony,
and enable them to remain firm in unity, and shower upon them
Thy blessings, and ordain for them services. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Generous, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1907 or <

O ye the cherished loved ones of Abdu’l-Baha! It is a long
time now since my inward ear hath heard any sweet melodies
out of certain regions, or my heart been gladdened; and this
despite the fact that ye are ever present in my thoughts and
standing clearly visible before my sight. Filled to overflowing
is the goblet of my heart with the wine of the love I bear you,
and my yearning to set eyes upon you streameth like the spirit
through my arteries and veins. From this it is clear how great
is my affliction. At this time and throughout this tempest
of calamities now tossing its waves to high heaven, cruel and
incessant darts are being hurled against me from every point
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of the compass, and at every moment, here in the Holy Land,
terrifying news is received, and every day bringeth its quota of
horror.

The Centre of Sedition had imagined that it needed but his
arrogant rebellion to bring down the Covenant and Testament
in ruins; it needed but this, so he thought, to turn the righteous
away from the Holy Will. Wherefore he sent out far and wide
his leaflets of doubt, devising many a secret scheme. Now he
would cry out that God’s edifice had been subverted and His
divine commands annulled, and that accordingly, the Covenant
and Testament was abolished. Again he would set himself to
sighing and groaning that he was being held a prisoner and
was kept hungry and thirsty day and night. Another day he
would raise an uproar, saying that the oneness of God had been
denied, since another Manifestation had been proclaimed, prior
to the expiration of a thousand years.

When he saw that his calumnies had no effect, he gradually
formed a plan to incite a disturbance. He began stirring up
mischief, and went knocking at every door. He started making
false accusations to the officials of the Government. He ap-
proached some of the foreigners, made himself their intimate,
and together with them prepared a document and presented it
to the Seat of the Sultanate, bringing consternation to the
authorities. Among the many slanderous charges was this,
that this hapless one had raised up a standard of revolt, a
flag bearing the words Ya Baha’u’l-Abha; that I had paraded
this throughout the countryside, to every city, town and vil-
lage, and even among the desert tribes, and had summoned all
the inhabitants to unite under this flag.

O my Lord, verily I seek refuge with Thee from the very
thought of such an act, which is contrary to all the command-
ments of Baha'u’llah, and which would indeed be a mighty
wrong that none but a grievous sinner would ever perpetrate.
For Thou hast made it incumbent upon us to obey the rulers
and kings.

Another of his slanders was that the Shrine on Mount Carmel
was a fortress that I had built strong and impregnable — this
when the building under construction compriseth six rooms
— and that I had named it Medina the Resplendent, while I
had named the Holy Tomb at Bahji Mecca the Glorified. Yet
another of his calumnies was that I had established an inde-
pendent sovereignty, and that — God forbid! God forbid! God
forbid! — I had summoned all the believers to join me in this
massive wrongdoing. How dire, O my Lord, is his slander!
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Yet again, he claimeth that since the Holy Shrine hath become
a point visited by pilgrims from all over the world, great dam-
age will accrue to this Government and people. He, the Centre
of Sedition, averreth that he himself hath had no hand in all
these matters, that he is a Sunni of the Sunnites and a devoted
follower of Abu-Bakr and Umar, and regardeth Baha’u’llah as
only a pious man and a mystic; all these things, he saith, were
set afoot by this wronged one.

To be brief, a Commission of Investigation was appointed by
the Sultan, may the glory of his reign endure. The Commission
journeyed hither and immediately upon arrival betook them-
selves to the house of one of the accusers. They then summoned
the group who, working with my brother, had prepared the ac-
cusatory document and asked them whether it was true. The
group explained the contents of the document, stated that ev-
erything they had reported therein was nothing but the truth,
and added further accusations. Thus they functioned at one
and the same time as plaintiffs, witnesses, and judge.

The Commission hath now returned to the seat of the
Caliphate, and reports of a most frightful nature are coming
in daily from that city. However, praised be God, Abdu’l-
Baha remaineth composed and unperturbed. To none do I
bear ill will because of this defamation. I have made all my
affairs conditioned upon His irresistible Will and I am waiting,
indeed in perfect happiness, to offer my life and prepared for
whatever dire affliction may be in store. Praise be to God, the
loving believers also accept and remain submissive to God’s
Will, content with it, radiantly acquiescent, offering thanks.

The Centre of Sedition hath imagined that once the blood of
this wronged one is spilled out, once I have been cast away on
the wide desert sands or drowned in the Mediterranean Sea —
nameless, gone without trace, with none to tell of me — then
would he at last have a field where he could urge his steed
ahead, and with his mallet of lies and doubts, hit hard at the
polo ball of his ambitions, and carry off the prize.

Far from it! For even if the sweet musk-scent of faithfulness
should pass, and leave no trace behind, who would be drawn by
the stench of perfidy? And even if some gazelle of heaven were
to be ripped apart by dogs and wolves, who would go running
to seek out a ravening wolf? Even should the day of the Mystic
Nightingale draw to its close, who would ever lend his ear to
the raven’s croak, or the cawing of the crow? What an empty
supposition is his! What a foolish presumption! ‘Their works
are like the vapour in a desert which the thirsty dreameth to
be water, until when he cometh unto it, he findeth nothing.’
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O ye loved ones of God! Be ye firm of foot, and fixed of heart,
and through the power of the Blessed Beauty’s help, stand
ye committed to your purpose. Serve ye the Cause of God.
Face ye all nations of the world with the constancy and the en-
durance of the people of Baha, that all men may be astounded
and ask how this could be, that your hearts are as well-springs
of confidence and faith, and as mines so rich in the love of
God. Be ye so, that ye shall neither fail nor falter on account
of these tragedies in the Holy Land; let not these dread events
make you despondent. And if all the believers be put to the
sword, and only one be left, let that one cry out in the name
of the Lord and tell the joyous tidings; let that one rise up and
confront all the peoples of the earth.

Gaze ye not upon the dire happenings at this Illumined Spot.
The Holy Land is in danger at all times, and here, the tide of
calamities is ever at the flood; for this upraised call hath now
been heard around the world, and the fame of it hath gone
forth to the ends of the earth. It is because of this that foes,
both from within and from without, have turned themselves
with subtlety and craft to spreading slander. It is clear that
such a place as this would be exposed to danger, for there is
no defender here, none to arise and take our side in the face of
calumny: here are only a few souls that are homeless, hapless,
held captive in this stronghold. No champion have they; there
is none to succour them, none to ward off the arrows of lies,
the darts of defamation that are hurled against them: none
except God.

It behoveth you to ponder on all those well-beloved ones who
hastened to the holy field of sacrifice, those precious souls who
offered up their lives. Bear ye in mind what streams of sa-
cred blood were poured away, how many a righteous heart was
commingled with its gore, how many a breast was the target of
tyranny’s spear, how many a chaste body was ripped to shreds.
How then could it be right for us even to think of saving our-
selves! To curry favour with stranger or kin, and make a show
of compromise! Should we not, rather, take the pathway of the
righteous, and follow in the footsteps of those great ones gone
before?

These few brief days shall pass away, this present life shall
vanish from our sight; the roses of this world shall be fresh and
fair no more, the garden of this earth’s triumphs and delights
shall droop and fade. The spring season of life shall turn into
the autumn of death, the bright joy of palace halls give way
to moonless dark within the tomb. And therefore is none of
this worth loving at all, and to this the wise will not anchor
his heart.
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He who hath knowledge and power will rather seek out the
glory of heaven, and spiritual distinction, and the life that dieth
not. And such a one longeth to approach the sacred Threshold
of God; for in the tavern of this swiftly-passing world the man
of God will not lie drunken, nor will he even for a moment take
his ease, nor stain himself with any fondness for this earthly
life.

Nay rather, the friends are stars in the high heavens of guid-
ance, celestial bodies in the skies of divine grace, who with
all their powers put the dark to flight. They break down the
foundations of malevolence and hate. They cherish but one
desire for the world and all its peoples: well-being and peace.
By them, the ramparts of warfare and aggression are battered
down. They have truthfulness and honest dealing and friend-
ship for their goal, and kindness even toward a vicious foe;
until at last they change this prison of treachery, the world,
into a mansion of utmost trust, and turn this gaol-house of
hatred and malevolence and spite, into God’s Paradise.

O ye loving friends! Strive ye with heart and soul to make
this world the mirror-image of the Kingdom, that this nether
world may teem with the blessings of the world of God, that
the voices of the Company on high may be raised in acclama-
tion, and signs and tokens of the bounties and bestowals of
Baha’u’llah may encompass all the earth.

Jinab-i-Amin hath expressed the greatest admiration for you
honoured men and enlightened women, naming and commend-
ing you each by each, telling at length of the firmness and
constancy ye all have shown, saying that, God be praised, in
all Persia the men and women are standing together, straight,
strong, unmoveable — a mighty edifice solidly raised up; and
that ye are engaged with love and joy in spreading abroad the
sweet savours of the Lord.

These were tidings of great joy, especially as they have reached
me in these days of extreme peril. For the dearest wish of
this wronged one is that the friends be spiritual of heart and
illumined of mind, and once this grace is granted me, calamity,
however afflictive, is but bounty pouring down upon me, like
copious rain.

O God, my God! Thou seest me plunged in an ocean of anguish,
held fast to the fires of tyranny, and weeping in the darkness
of the night. Sleepless I toss and turn upon my bed, mine eyes
straining to behold the morning light of faithfulness and trust.
T agonize even as a fish, its inward parts afire as it leapeth about
in terror upon the sand, yet I ever look for Thy bestowals to
appear from every side.
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O God, my God! Make thou the believers in other lands to
partake of Thine abounding grace, deliver Thou, by Thine un-
failing help and bounty, whoso among Thy loved ones in the
farthermost climes sigheth over the bitter cruelty of his foe. O
Lord, they are the captives of Thy love, the prisoners taken by
Thy troops. They are the birds that fly in the heavens of Thy
guidance, the whales that swim in the ocean of Thy bestowals,
the stars that sparkle on the horizon of Thy gifts. They are
the defenders of the fortress of Thy law. They are the banners
of Thy remembrance amongst men. They are the deep wells
of Thy divine compassion, the fountains of Thy favours, the
well-springs of Thy grace.

Keep them ever in safety beneath Thine all-protecting eye. As-
sist them to exalt Thy Word; make Thou their hearts to be con-
stant in Thy love; strengthen Thou their backs that they may
serve Thee well; in servitude, strengthen Thou their powers.

Spread Thou through them Thy sweet savours far and wide;
expound through them Thy Holy Writ; make known through
them Thine Utterance; fulfil through them Thy Words;
through them pour out Thy mercy.

Thou art verily the Mighty, the Powerful. Thou art verily the
Clement, the Compassionate.

SWAB#188, TAB.375-382
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To: French Translator, in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1907 ca.

O kind friend! I have heard that you traveled to Azerbaijan
to kindle the souls of the ignorant. This news brought joy
and delight, hoping you might find leisure and opportunity to
undertake a preface for the translation of the Bayan. For to
these wanderers, every letter of the Bayan is a book, since
all of it heralds the Manifestation of “Him Whom God shall
make manifest.” They left no veil for anyone nor any excuse
remaining. Despite this, the ignorant ones clung to notions
flimsier than a spider’s web and on the Promised Day remained
deprived of the Intended One.
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2 O dear one, observe how the melody of the Word of God has
stirred East and West, how the call of the Most Great Peace
has spread throughout the world, and how the fame of the love
of God has been raised in all regions. Soon East and West will
embrace like two lovers. Yet the foolish ones among the people
of the Bayan have abandoned this clear and evident Cause,
newly falling into vain imaginings that they will conquer the
world and establish severe prejudice, destroy foundations and
burn all scriptures and books. Consider: are such thoughts
possible in this time, which is the age of lights? No, by God!
Even a nursing infant would realize this, let alone one of culture
and discernment.

The purpose is that you write a preface at the beginning of the
book stating that the way of the Baha’is is according to the
Kitab-i-Aqdas, and their conduct and behavior is thus and so,
and they consider the Kitab-i-Aqdas as abrogating the severe
laws of the Bayan. The Baha’is seek the Most Great Peace
and maintain friendship, truthfulness, reconciliation and hu-
manitarian service with all peoples of the world - no conflict,
no contention, no antipathy, no avoidance, no spite, no preju-
dice. Rather, Baha’u’llah addressed all humanity saying you
are all fruits of one tree and leaves of one branch. The purpose
is that the Sun of Truth might shine so brightly that no trace
of the metaphorical world remains. All peoples of the world
become friends and embrace each other. No more accusations
of unbelief, wickedness, contempt and aversion.

Therefore the ultimate desire of the Baha’is is that if they see
pain they give treasure, if they see illness they become the cure,
if they taste poison they give honey, if they receive wounds they
apply balm. They treat the murderer like the innocent, deal
with the ignorant oppressor like the oppressed, behave toward
the bitter enemy like the loving friend. This is the way of the
Baha’is, this is the conduct of the spiritual ones.

O dear one, our desire is that warfare cease and the melody of
peace be raised high, that conflict end and contention vanish,
that hatred and animosity be erased, that prejudice and cruelty
be eliminated, that opposition and resistance be transformed
into cooperation and mutual aid, that discord be cast out and
harmony prevail. Despite this, the ignorant ones imagine that,
God forbid, we are the cause of corruption and promote enmity.
And if they do not learn of the abrogation of the severe laws of
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the Bayan, it is obvious what they will think and what belief
they will acquire.

Consider this matter carefully and carry out whatever is fitting.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00869

To: Sayfullah et al., in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O friends of this prisoner! A letter came to my attention con-
taining the blessed names of the friends, the reading of which
brought utmost gladness, for it was a clear proof of servitude
at the Divine Threshold - that those holy souls are gathered
beneath the Blessed Tree in perfect love and unity with one
another, receiving abundant heavenly grace. Though the di-
vine friends may be physically distant and separate from each
other, in spirit they are intimate and familiar in the court of
the manifestation of light. All are flowers of one garden and
trees of one paradise, waves of one sea and birds of one summit,
breezes of one paradise and rain from one cloud. In this state
there is no separation and no division is visible. Therefore I
write one letter to the friends scattered throughout the lands,
yearning for each one with heart and soul, and I beseech from
divine grace and bounty mighty blessings and glorious triumph
for all, that they may shine with utmost brilliance like stars
in the heaven of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting Lord’s
bounty, bestowing the lights of the love of God upon East and
West.

My God, my God! These are servants who have rent asunder
the veils and torn away the curtains and witnessed the clear
signs deposited within the realities of all created things, and
You promised in Your Ancient Book and the Mighty Qur’an:
“We shall show them Our signs in the horizons and within
themselves.” My God, my God! Illumine their eyes with the
light of Your knowledge and brighten their inner vision with a
brilliant ray from the Sun of Your bounty and kindle in their
hearts the fire of Your love and expand their breasts with the
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light of Your wisdom and make them signs of divine unity and
lights of oneness, each day in a new state, so that they may
remember You in the darkness of night and at dawn, and their
hearts may be gladdened by discovering mysteries and secrets,
and their eyes may be consoled by reflecting upon the traces.
Verily You are the Generous, the Merciful, the All-Forgiving,
and verily You are the Beloved, the Intended, the Mighty, the
Chosen One.

Convey my utmost longing to His Excellency Sadru’s-Sudur
and His Holiness the Afnan of the Blessed Tree and Jinab-i-
Shaykh Zaynu’l-‘Abidin. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB01343

To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O kind friend! The effect of your fragrant pen brought joy to
‘Abdu’l-Baha, for it spoke of the unity, harmony and love of
the friends. What brings delight and gladness is news of the
affinity of hearts, and conversely, news of division and discord
causes a hundred thousand sorrows. Praise be to God that
this recent letter spoke of the love and affinity of the cherished
friends.

You wrote about cholera. In the Qur’an it states: “And indeed
We seized them with punishment closer at hand, before the
greater punishment, that perhaps they might return.” That is,
We afflicted the heedless souls with worldly punishment before
the punishment of the hereafter, that perhaps they might be-
come aware and return to God. But these people are so deeply
asleep that even the trumpet of Israfil would not awaken them,
let alone the sound and blast of cholera and the trumpet of the
plague of persecution. Glory be to God! These ignorant people
understood expulsion from Paradise as one of Satan’s miracles,
and consider the spread of cholera as disrespect to Khwajih
Bu-‘Ali. What ignorance is this and what foolishness! “Leave
them in their idle discourse, sporting.”
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And from these words written in the letter - that they love their
enemies, serve those who detest them, and seek mercy for all -
how sweet and delightful these words were to this yearning one!
I hope that the divine friends will be so educated according to
the divine teachings that they become the cause of guidance
for all on earth.

In any case, it was necessary for people to become somewhat
aware and mindful, at least to become averse to savagery, fe-
rocity and bloodthirstiness. However, it is as they say: when
you cut off a dog’s ears and tail it becomes worse, “and it in-
creaseth nothing to the wrongdoers save loss.” These people
are like children - rocking the cradle causes children to fall
deeper into sleep. I hope that the divine friends will make up
for this - the more the deniers increase in pride and arrogance,
the more the friends should hasten to awareness, mindfulness
and sacrifice.

The news of the recovery of Jinab-i-‘Ali-Akbar Rafsanjani
brought great joy. O divine servant! I am pleased with you,
God is pleased with you, all the friends are pleased with
you, for truly you show great zeal in teaching. Regarding
Jinab-i-Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali, all that was needed and
proper was carried out. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01441

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Baku
Date: 1907 ca.

O glorious, unique martyr in this new age and wondrous cen-
tury! Praise be to God, you have arisen in a manner worthy
and befitting, and have engaged in service to the Abha King-
dom. At times you opened your tongue in speech and utter-
ance in Iran, and at times you undertook pilgrimage to this
blessed spot and holy threshold. Sometimes you journeyed to
India and diffused the divine fragrances, and sometimes you
hastened to Turkistan and arose to exalt the Word of God.
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These appreciated services should be the cause of joy to hearts,
for they are accepted at the divine holy threshold and soon
abundant results will become evident and you shall witness
the great success of this manifest bounty. Observe how the
service to the Cause in this journey has left such fruit and
effect that it will never be forgotten throughout all eternity,
rather its results will continue through centuries and ages. If
you had remained in Tehran, such a gift would never have been
attained.

In any case, now you should temporarily proceed to Tehran
for the arrangement of certain necessary affairs in that land,
as well as important matters that current conditions require,
and to become acquainted with the aforementioned person and
simply to associate with the prominent ones. I hope that in this
journey the gift of the All-Merciful will appear and manifest
in utmost brilliance.

Give the great glad-tidings to his honor Aqga Siyyid Nasru’llah
and assure him. Greatest joy was obtained from the enthusi-
asm, steadfastness and perseverance of the friends in Samar-
gand, Kokand, Bukhara and Merv. As for the matter of the
listlessness of the people of Turkistan, it is certain, but do not
grieve for God’s enkindled fire will ultimately melt and move
the solid rock and set it flowing.

Regarding Merv, multiple letters were written and sent as per
your request. But as for the matter of the letters you had asked
for, I swear by your precious life that I found absolutely no
opportunity, and all the travelers who came made the request
and showed utmost insistence, but there was absolutely no
chance. Pray that God may bestow a gift and the Covenant-
breakers grant a respite and the enemies leave a moment’s
peace so that the request of all the friends may be fulfilled.

Deliver the enclosed letters.
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To: Ataullah son of Siyyid Ali, in Shiraz
Date: 1907 ca.

O my Most Exalted Lord! This youth is the descendant of
Thy servant who has ascended to Thy Most Glorious King-
dom. O Lord! He is a memorial of that faithful and sincere
one who ascended to the zenith of glory, who served at Thy
holy Threshold during his lifetime and was attracted by the
fragrances of Thy companionship, who immersed himself in
the ocean of clear verses and revived Thy remembrance among
those immersed in the depths of death, and who, through Thy
confirmation, exalted Thy Word in those regions until Thou
didst distinguish him with outpourings and didst reveal unto
him perfect words and didst address him with various tablets
during the day of Thy manifestation from the horizon of lights,
during the time of Thy rising from the dawning-place of mys-
teries, and during the moment of Thy appearance to all insight
and vision.

O Lord! O Lord! Make his beautiful descendant to branch
forth from his spiritual essence, his merciful nature, and his
heavenly character, so that he may arise like his luminous fa-
ther to serve Thee among the company of humanity, revive
his remembrance, perfect his light, adorn his gardens, cause
his fountains to flow forth, kindle his lamp and illumine his
glass. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Generous, the Be-
stower. And verily Thou art the Mighty, the Great, the Mer-
ciful, the Forgiving.

O memorial of that one near to the Beauty of Abha! Your
pure-hearted father was a brilliant lamp and fragrant musk,
and a fruitful tree in the gardens of the Kingdom. Throughout
his life he trod the path of guidance and occupied himself with
servitude to the Beauty of Abha. He sacrificed his life and
served the world of humanity. He showed kindness to all the
friends and rendered worthy service. The glances of the eye of
favor encompassed him and the gifts of the Divine Unity were
complete.

Follow in his footsteps, emulate him, practice humility, culti-
vate faithfulness. Be raised up with his character and nature,
make your dwelling in his path, and speak his words, so that
you may be the cause of his joy in the Most Exalted Kingdom
and the source of gladness and pride in the Supreme Concourse.
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Convey loving greetings from this servant to all the friends.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01976

To: Qumrudi, Mashhadi Mustafa Quli et al.
Date: 1907 ca.

O spiritual friends! Although I have not written you a spiri-
tual letter, I have kept the friends in mind and have offered
utmost supplication at the Threshold of Oneness, seeking aid
and bounty, that the friends may become helpers of one an-
other, companions and servants to each other, and achieve vic-
tory and triumph; that they may become intoxicated and over-
whelmed by the wine of the love of God, and become alive and
restless from the fragrance of this pure musk; that they may
attain fresh life moment by moment and seek boundless favors,
becoming intoxicated by this cup. Praise be to God that this
humility and supplication became the means of attaining hopes
and unveiling mysteries.

2 O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Strive with heart and soul to be-

come manifestations of divine favors and dawning-places of the
bounty of the All-Glorious Lord. Consider this opportunity a
treasure and strive with heart and soul to become the source
of every good and the wellspring of human virtues. I continu-
ally commune with the Kingdom of Glory regarding you and
seek complete confirmations, that from the dawning-place of
the hopes of the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful, the
star of hope may rise and the lightning of new bounties appear.
Verily my Lord is powerful over all things. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

3 O Lord! Send down from heaven blessed waters upon the gar-
dens of the hearts of the loved ones, and cause to grow therein
the sweet basil of knowledge and wisdom, and adorn them with
the flowers of assurance, and cause to flow therein the fountain
of certitude and the living waters. Then crown the branches of
their trees with the diadems of “Allah-u-Akbar” and “La ilaha
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illa’llah”. O my Glorious Lord! Verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful.

ABO01888

To: Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi
Date: 1907 ca.

My God, my God! Thou knowest the desire of my heart,
the yearning of my spirit, and the ultimate aim of my hopes.
Thou seest my weakness, my powerlessness, and my broken-
ness. Thou beholdest my devotion, my supplication, and my
entreaty, and hearest my cry, my wailing, and my lamentation
throughout the days and nights, as I hope for Thy aid and
care, seek Thy grace and protection, long for Thy shelter and
safeguarding, and wish for Thy preservation and guardianship
of all Thy loved ones and pure-hearted friends.

O Lord! Protect them from self and desire, and watch over
them with the eye of Thy care at all times. Make them firm
in guidance, illuminate their faces with perpetually radiant
lights from Thy most glorious Kingdom, grant them knowledge
from Thee, strengthen them with mighty power, make them a
great sign, fill their cups to overflowing with the choice wine of
bestowal, and ordain for them every good thing in Thy most
exalted dominion.

Among them is Thy servant Ja’far Ghazanfar, immersed in the
pools of Thy grace and bounty, a lion in the forests of Thy love
and a bird in the gardens of Thy knowledge. He has hastened
unto Thee, arrived before Thee, and presented himself at Thy
most holy threshold, prostrating his brow in the dust of Thy
radiant spot and verdant garden, drawn to Thee with his spirit
and inner being aflame with the fire of Thy love amidst all
creatures.

Today he has invited Thy noble chosen ones and distinguished
loved ones to Thy resplendent garden and mighty grove,
hosting them with a wondrous heavenly feast that they may
draw sustenance and provision from Thy most perfect grace,
the food of heaven, their hearts expanding through generosity

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

;w)%m@l?e:éﬂ&‘&‘é‘
5 S CE s fo SS9 dll 4k
G g 5 SR oy o sl
Lol AL (L;SJ\ Oy By s
W Sxle s 5 K Ulb Sxle 5 i
Sy S Laze Ssle 5 Sy

Sihiol Lals 5 S| 50

ARG ol e e <5
3 M e ot T K G el oo
55 o 8 e Tabl (7 >
.\ﬂ,va\,u@Jer&@)&Sﬂ
ob Sl sl AW A e 5 ()
5 AoB Tl T i Ly
NS R

Sz 2l G 3 Al Sbs B, b
s Sty s S g 8 Sl
Sy Ol i iy Ul S iz 3
o faian S Lt T S 5 T,
o Sez LY C;)‘

Tl Sty Lol Seliol (£ 1
(*“‘;‘ PRV RE NI COPPRNT
o B A lpodatad G o Lawd) By 8L
Lo L 2 oLl le (351 Siab

148



Vol. 138: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1907, part II (Jul-Dec and other)

AB02411

and bestowal, remembering Thy mention from morning until
evening.

O Lord! Make this day of theirs blessed in its moments and
wonderful in its gifts, with a brilliant sun and radiant lights,
sweet fragrance and gentle breezes, soft raiment, pervaded by
that supreme garden. Gladden their spirits through Thy grace,
their hearts through Thy outpouring, illuminate their eyes by
beholding Thy signs, delight their ears by hearing Thy remem-
brances, cause their tongues to speak Thy praise, and make
their hearts overflow with Thy love. Verily Thou art the Gener-
ous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Most High, the Great, the Generous, the
All-Merciful.
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To: Darvish Abdu’l-Karim Munis, in Port Said
Date: 1907 ca.

O companion of the friends! Turn to the divine realm and
supplicate to the hidden Kingdom and offer this prayer:

O my unique Beloved! I am a wanderer in the desert and a
wayfarer in the wilderness. I am falling and rising in Your path,
intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant. I am helpless, I am
enamored, I am mad with love, I am possessed, I am disgraced,
yet I turn my face toward You and yearn for Your dwelling. I
am in separation, full of deprivation, without direction. I am
worthy of Your grace and favor. I am captive - be my Deliverer.
T am fallen - be my Helper. I am a stranger - be the Companion
of my soul. I am alone - be the Support of my heart and soul.
Make me detached from the world and all therein, and grant
me shelter and rest in Your protection. Make me independent
of all else and grant me a portion and share of Your bounty.
Forgive my sins, cover my faults, grant pardon and forgiveness,
for we are sinners, we are wrongdoers, we are immersed in the
sea of disobedience. You are the Kind Beloved and You are
the Forgiver of sins.

O Lord! Grant me power, make me firm and steadfast, make
me restless and impatient, make me mad with love for Your
resplendent Beauty, make me enthralled by that musk-laden
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tress, until we forget stranger and kin alike and surge and roar
like the sea, becoming intoxicated and bewildered from the cup
of the Covenant. You are the Bestower, the Kind, and You are
the Forgiver and Educator of the friends.

O servant of God! Convey my utmost longing to Jenab Aqa
Siyyid Mahmud and say that although the yearning for attain-
ment unto His presence blazes in the heart, yet now is not the
time for his presence, as there are obstacles and impediments.
Let it be postponed to another time. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Rangoon
Date: 1907 ca.

O faithful servant of the Blessed Beauty, herald of the Covenant
and proclaimer of truth in those regions!

Praise be to God that in this journey, together with Mr. Harris,
Mr. Hooper and Mirza Mahmud, you succeeded in exalting the
Word of God. Convey my longing greetings to these friends,
and they must offer a hundred thousand thanks at every mo-
ment that such a crown has been placed upon their heads, such
a sash draped upon their frames, and such a brilliant badge af-
fixed to their breasts - one whose radiant light will shine upon
centuries and ages to come.

The letter you had written to Mr. Manshadi was read, and like-
wise the special letter you had written to me containing details
about routes and telegrams, as well as details about Hamadan
- all of these were the cause of joy and gladness. Indeed, in
those regions the banners of the verses are raised high, and the
loved ones of God, attracted and wise, are engaged in mighty
services and are intimate companions with the confirmations
of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

O Lord! Aid these souls to exalt Thy Word amongst humanity,
to diffuse the fragrances of Thy holy gardens throughout all
regions, and to raise the mention of Thy name throughout the
earth, until the cry of glorification and praise ascends to the
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Supreme Concourse. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Strong, the Mighty.

Through Haji Tabasi I sent one of my own used robes for Her
Holiness Bayda, and God willing the letters you had sent will
be answered and sent directly to His Holiness Ali-Qabli-Akbar.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Tabib Irvani, Mirza Aqa Jan son of Harun Hamadani
Date: 1907 ca.

Your letter hath come and hath occasioned the utmost joy,
with its news that, praised be God, in Hamadan a welfare and
relief association hath been established. I trust that this will
become a source of general prosperity and assistance, and that
means will be provided to set the hearts of the poor and weak
at rest, and to educate the orphans and other children.

The question of training the children and looking after the
orphans is extremely important, but most important of all is
the education of girl children, for these girls will one day be
mothers, and the mother is the first teacher of the child. In
whatever way she reareth the child, so will the child become,
and the results of that first training will remain with the indi-
vidual throughout his entire life, and it would be most difficult
to alter them. And how can a mother, herself ignorant and
untrained, educate her child? It is therefore clear that the ed-
ucation of girls is of far greater consequence than that of boys.
This fact is extremely important, and the matter must be seen
to with the greatest energy and dedication.

3 God sayeth in the Qur’an that they shall not be equals, those
who have knowledge and those who have it not. Ignorance is
thus utterly to be blamed, whether in male or female; indeed,
in the female its harm is greater. I hope, therefore, that the
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To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and Testament! Thy let-
ter dated March 7 was received and its contents became known.
Thou hast written regarding the election of a committee. This
is very acceptable, is conducive to the glory of the Cause of
God and the spreading of the fragrances of God in those re-
gions. I hope that this committee may progress day by day
until it become a merciful assembly.

Thou hast written regarding the correspondence with other
parts, that from now on it will be carried under the name of
The Bahai Assembly of Washington. This is also acceptable. T
hope that this committee becometh established and its mem-
bers be of the utmost unity and affinity. If the Bahai Assembly
of Washington ariseth in a befitting manner to love, service and
magnanimity, the lights of the love of God will be cast upon
all sides from that Assembly and it will find more importance
day by day, until it attain to the Most Supreme Station.

The arrival of the maidservants of God, the attracted ones Mrs.
Getsinger and Mrs. Lucas to Washington and the arrangement
of meetings in the home of the maidservant of God Mrs. Bar-
ney caused great joy. I hope that Mrs. Barney, Mrs. Getsinger
and Mrs. Lucas will be assisted to render a great service. Simi-
larly, Mr. MacNutt’s intention to come to Washington and his
speech and address caused joy. The publication of the booklet
on the unity of religions will, God willing, have a good effect.
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Convey to all the friends and maidservants of the Merciful the
Most Glorious and Most Wonderful greetings.

TAB.472-473

AB03744

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou whom I never forget! How can oblivion find way here?
To cease to think of thee is impossible - at every moment I
behold thee and call thee to mind. How then can I forget
thee? So enthralled and enlivened is that loving friend with
the remembrance of the All-Merciful that he can never fade
from memory. And if for a time the flow of letters is stilled,
thou canst scarcely imagine the present conditions. “Thy hand
toucheth the fire from afar”.

Thou hadst asked Me to write to a number of persons, but
‘Abdu’l-Baha was so weak of body that it was impossible to
do so, except for an occasional answer to the most important
letters. These letters have therefore not been written yet - Do
forgive Me. Now, praise be to God, the signs of health have to
some degree begun to appear, and, God-willing, I will not fall
short in the future.

As far as thou canst, raise thou the call of God and strive to
educate the feeble souls. Through the light of guidance deliver
the bondslaves of self and desire and lead the wanderers in the
deserts of remoteness to the sanctuary of the Beloved. Such is
the lodestone of the assistance and confirmations of the Lord
of Glory in this path.

My longing to see thee is even more ardent than thine. God
willing, in due course permission will be granted - rest assured
thereof. Upon thee be salutations and praise!
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AB03804

To: Naraqi, Muhammad Kazim et al., in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O companions of this prisoner! Successive calamities have be-
fallen you, unrelenting hardships have been your lot, and ye
have endured the most vehement persecution. The exponents
of malice have stretched forth the hand of aggression and with
cruelty and injustice have arisen against you. They acted as
wolves intent upon the flock of God, and like rabid beasts de-
sired to injure and oppress the gazelles of the land of unity.
But they will discover no benefit and achieve no fruit or gain,
for they are in manifest loss, while ye shall receive a wondrous
gift.

Tests and trials must be borne with patience and long-suffering;
nay, we should offer thanks that, praise be to God, for His
sake, we have been graciously made the targets of such severe
afflictions, and that by reason of our love for God, we have
suffered such indignities. Although outwardly tribulations are
hard to bear, in truth, they are gain upon gain. If in this world
humiliation and troubles are destined for us, in the spiritual
world this will be the cause of everlasting honor.

O companions! Ye have followed the example of the Blessed
Beauty and have endured calamities in the path of the loving
Friend. My hope is that the means of joy and security will be
obtained. Upon you be the glory of the Most Glorious.
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To: Majidi, Farajullah son of Muhammad Mihdi, in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O servant of Truth! Your detailed letter was carefully reviewed.
There is not time, so a brief response is being written. Apply
your utmost effort in learning the English language and com-
plete it.
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From the ascension of the honored Sadr al-Sudur to the
Supreme Companion, such grief has encompassed me that
cannot be expressed in words. However, wisdom required that
this great calamity should occur, and its impact is severe.
After the ascension of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was not so affected
by any calamity. We have no recourse except submission
to God’s decree and patience and acceptance of this great
calamity.

Consolation of hearts is not possible and comfort is impossible,
unless Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Na’im and Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Siyyid
Ali from the people of Sad, and Jinab-i-Nayyir and Jinab-i-Sina
make an effort and take action, and with heavenly determina-
tion and divine resolve and godly purpose, engage in teaching
the students of that illustrious person and educating the chil-
dren of the newcomers, and give lessons in teaching and impart
a necessary portion of the sciences, so that perhaps this griev-
ing heart may find solace and some peace and tranquility may
appear.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03793

To: Mr Woodcock
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou my dear friend, my associate and companion!

The times of (our) meeting are still remembered and the sweet-
ness of thy company is lastingly established in the recess of
(my) life.

I pray and implore the threshold of the Lord of the Kingdom
always, and see for thee His strength and confirmation, saying:

“O Lord of Hosts! Confirm Thine affectionate ... in Thy servi-
tude, aid him in the service of Thy Word, open to his face the
door of knowledge, reveal to his heart the realities and signifi-
cances, and grant him the ecstasy of the cup of reality, gladden
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him through the melody of Thy love, make his night, day, and
his day, happy!”

In sooth, O dear one! thy services are evident, thy endurance
of ordeals and difficulties well known.

In the organization of the Mashrak-el-Azcar, thou art indeed
well striving. I hope thou wilt attain a great reward, open an
eloquent tongue, raise a wonderful melody in every meeting,
draw and paint the images and forms of the Kingdom in the
material world.

Rest assured in the grace of the Lord and be dilated by His
infinite favors.

Convey greetings of reverence to the maid-servant of God [thy
wife], likewise thy revered daughter. I am ever thoughtful of
them and will never forget them.

TAB.416-417

AB03968

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Marv
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The letter which you had written to Haydar-Qabli-*Ali arrived.
Its reading brought the utmost joy, for praise be to God, the
friends in that region are in the utmost spirit and fragrance,
and are firm in the Covenant and Testament. They are self-
sacrificing in the path of God, crying out in remembrance of
God, teaching and confirming others, and associate with the
people with divine characteristics - for they regard strangers as
friends and consider foreigners as familiar ones. They counter
evil with good and overlook the intensity of the transgressors’
rebellion. They are zealous yet patient, forbearing yet grateful.
They intercede for the transgressors and show mercy to the
oppressors, let alone to the faithful and the innocent among
humankind.

They seek to establish the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and to lay the
foundation of the signs of the Lord. What a wondrous intention
this is and what a magnificent endeavor, for the establishment
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To: William Hoar
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

I am ever busy with the remembrance of the friends, praying
and supplicating at the threshold of His Majesty, the Merciful
One, and seek aid and assistance for the beloved.

Concerning the journey of Mr...: The friends of the west put
forth their efforts and helped until the means for the trip were
made ready and he left for India in perfect comfort and is now
busy with the diffusion of the fragrances. This service of the
beloved of the kingdom of ABHA will be the means of great
bounty, a magnet of strength and power attracting assistance
and providence in the divine realm.

The beloved of God must take thought night and day for the
spread of the fragrances and for the promotion of the Word of
God. They must send criers and messengers (teachers) to all
parts of the world. Every soul who is himself able must ignite
the candle of guidance, illumine the hearts with the light of
knowledge and, if possible, they must travel to other countries
of God. Thus may the confirmation of the Holy Spirit arrive
and the breath of life reach other souls.

The purport is this: I am made happy and am pleased with the
souls who have furnished the means for the journey of Mr... I
pray for them and supplicate for bounty and blessing on their
behalf.

TAB.664-665
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To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay

Date: 1907 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

During the arrival and departure of travelers and during their
stay in that city, thou didst render evident and free services. In
truth this is worthy of praise, and thou didst make this prisoner
joyous and glad through thy effort and service. The faithful
friends must behave in this way so that they may become the
objects of praise of the Concourse on High and receive honor
from the denizens of the Abha Kingdom.

To sacrifice one’s life in this station is the greatest gift in the
human world and the cause of nearness to the Threshold of the
Lord. Every occupation and deed ultimately leads to evident
loss except service at the Divine Threshold and sacrifice in the
path of God.

Consider the state of those who came before: the end result
of both kings and subjects of old became fruitless and without
result. Every benefit and profit turned to loss upon loss, and
every victory and triumph was transformed into defeat and
became ineffective, except for those souls who galloped their
steeds of endeavor in this field, raised the banner of bounty,
and cast ecstasy and attraction into hearts.

I hope that thou mayest become one of them. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12331

To: Mirza Mihdi son of Lallihzar et ol., in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O two faithful servants of the Lord of Abraham! Jinab-i-Aqa
Shukru’llah, in the luminous shrine, remembered the loved ones
and engaged in prayer, seeking the assistance of the Blessed
Lord and beseeching abundant gifts and the favors of the All-
Forgiving Lord. I hope that his desire will be fulfilled, for he
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attained the honor of being present at the threshold of the All-
Forgiving Lord and, with utmost supplication and devotion,
chanted prayers and sought the fulfillment of needs. Surely
this humility and imploring will be accepted and these hopes
and desires will be fulfilled.

O two true friends! The gifts of this promised age will soon
become manifest and the means for achieving the goal will ap-
pear. The friends will become joyous through the grace of the
All-Merciful, while the heedless will be afflicted with eternal
loss and detriment. Praise be to God that you have become
the cause of joy to the Prophets in the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Therefore, with utmost happiness and joy, engage in thanks-
giving to the All-Forgiving Lord, that the field may become
more expansive and the opportunity more ample. And upon
you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12335

To: Naraqi, Muhammad Sadiq et al., in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

My Lord, my Hope, the Ultimate Goal of my desires, my
Refuge, my Shelter, my Resort and my Haven! I beseech Thee
with a heart overflowing with Thy love and a breast dilated
with the signs of Thy oneness, and I humble myself before the
glory of Thy majesty, prostrating my face upon the dust, O
Lord of Lords! T implore Thee to forgive Thy two servants who
have ascended to the other worlds and departed to the King-
dom of Heaven. I seek forgiveness for their sins and beg pardon
for their transgressions. O Lord! Forgive their errors, bestow
abundantly Thy gifts, and ordain for them blessings and the
attainment of the supreme gift in the life to come after this
earthly life. O Lord! Fill for them the cup of bounty and
shelter them in the vicinity of Thy great mercy, supported by
triumph and supreme protection. Purify them from the soil of
heedlessness and forgetfulness, and pour upon them the flow-
ing waters of Thy mercy, O Mighty One, O Bestower! Verily,
Thou art the Lord of Forgiveness, and verily Thou art the Gen-
erous, the Helper. There is no God but Thee, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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2 O servant of God! Kiss twice on my behalf the infant child, that
is, ‘Abdu’llah-i-Badi’. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04747

To: Nush et al., in Bombay
Date: 1907 ca.

O two servants of God! The world’s foundation rests upon
air, and the basis of worldly existence is utterly ruined for its

5wl ol ool Ul (A fes 5o
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people at the end. There is no comfort and no adornment, , oM 5 .l A% & cw il

rather it is but tests and calamities and afflictions in the world
of creation.

Therefore, pure souls do not attach their hearts to the world
of dust, but rather turn their attention to the other world and
seek to behold the realm above. They sacrifice temporary life

for eternal life, and dedicate illusory comfort for promised life.

They pass beyond the dust and open their eyes to the Kingdom
of the Lord of Lords.

Thus the end of life for the friends is joy upon joy, gladness
upon gladness, attainment to the favors of the Forgiving Lord
and arrival at a praiseworthy station. This is why for them
death is life, and passing away is like a garden full of blossoms
and leaves. Extinction is the essence of eternality and loss is
the essence of finding.

Therefore do not be sorrowful at the ascension of this dear
maidservant of God, for the pearl has been freed from shell
and clay and now shines upon the crown of glory of the human

world. She is pardoned and forgiven, praised and appreciated.

May your souls be happy.
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AB04736

To: Arthur S Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1907 ca.

O God who art without likeness!

The servant of Thy Kingdom, Mr..... reached the Holy Thresh-
old in the utmost of sincerity and longing and sought Thy good
will. It is some time that he hath been engaged in the land
of America with Thy commemoration and known by Thy com-
mendation. To the beloved he is a cause of joy and to the
friends a means of unity and gladness.

O world Creator! For his life-well donel—for he is alive with
Thy name and thoughtful of Thee night and day. Confer upon
him Thy grace that he may daily receive a new life, attain a
fresh bounty, offer a new service to Thy Threshold and serve
Thy Throne.

Thou art the Giver, the Forgiver and Thou art the Pardoner,
the Educator!

TAB.127

AB05221

To: Rida Sahhaf, in Babul
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou binder of books! Shouldst thou refer to the heavenly
Books and Sacred Scriptures, and ponder the meanings en-
shrined therein, thou wouldst see that all their tidings and
signs herald the advent of the Light of Truth and the Centre
of Divinity. Forget not the tradition that saith: “Whatsoever
is in the Torah, the Gospel, and other Scriptures is in the
Qur’an, and whatsoever is in the Qur’an is in its Exordium,
and whatsoever is in its Exordium is in the Basmalah, and
whatsoever is in the Basmalah is in the Ba’” But alas, for the
eyes of the people are blind, and their ears are deaf. How well
hath it been said:

To speak of the subtleties of Sana’i before the foolish and the
weak of mind
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Is like plucking the lute for the deaf or holding a mirror to the
blind.

Gracious God! How strange, how very strange! The people of
the Book have withdrawn behind the veils, whilst the common
people comprehend the mysteries of the Word. This is but a
token of the bounteous favour of my Lord, the Almighty, the
All-Bountiful. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05248
To: Emma G Foster, in Chicago
Date: 1907 ca.
O thou dear maid-servant of God! e xS

Thy letter was received. Praise God! for thou didst hear the
call of the Kingdom, wast awakened, attentive and attained
faith in the Lord of Hosts.

His Holiness Christ, addressing the believers, uttereth the fol-
lowing in the Gospel: “Be awake lest the Son of Man come
and find ye asleep!” Now, thou wast awake, therefore thou
didst advance and engage in the service of the Word of God.
Appreciate the value of this attainment, and, like unto a can-
dle, radiate the light of the love of God in the meeting of the
beloved. Encourage the beloved of God and be a source of joy
and gladness to the Bahais. Hold meetings and read and chant
the heavenly teachings, so that city may be illumined with the
light of reality and that country become a veritable paradise
by the strength of the Holy Spirit, for this cycle is the cycle
of the Glorious Lord and the melody of oneness and solidarity
of the world of mankind must reach the ears of the East and
West.

Convey greeting of reverence to all the maid-servants of God
and His man-servants.

BSW#15.13x, TAB.631, BSTW#066
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ABO05673

To: Shahzadih Aziz et al.
Date: 1907 ca.

O my two dear friends! His Holiness Sinai has opened his
tongue in praise of you, and the honorable Financial Officer
has struck the strings of praise and commendation with a sweet
melody, for those spiritual friends, like the hoopoe bird of love,
guide souls to the divine Sheba, that they may reach the Balqgis
of divine guidance in the assembly of the Garden of Eden and
enter beneath the shade of the true Solomon.

2 If the gazelle-hunter shows such kindness, he will bring the

yearning gazelles into the sacred House of peace and security.
This is not hunting and capturing - this is freedom and nobility.

Every path necessarily requires a guide. Praise be to God that
you guide souls to the spring of Tasnim and become the cause
of eternal life for the sincere seeker. This is a gift and these
are the favors of the Most High. Give thanks to God that you
have attained to this.
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AB06042

To: Aminullah Farid
Date: 1907 ca.

O spiritual Amin! Thy letter is received; likewise that of Mr.
Dodge. Print soon the booklet and spread it broadcast.

The dear maid-servant of God Mrs. True is indeed an assured
and confident believer; likewise Mrs. Jackson, his honor Mr.
Chase and his honor Mr. Lesch - in reality they are revered
souls. I hope that they will soon arise for the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar and thus attain success. All the beloved of God must
strive so that this eternal edifice arise.

Convey longing greetings from this yearning one to Jinab Aqa
Husayn the oppressed and his sons, and Aqga Mirza Rafi’ and
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Aga Mirza Harun and Aga Mirza ‘Inayatu’llah and Nasiru’d-
Din. I beseech God that they may be assisted and confirmed
in whatever is the good-pleasure of the Divine Unity and the
counsels of the Blessed Beauty.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

TAB.420

AB07474

To: Agqa Muhammad Sadiq Kashani, in Babul
Date: 1907 ca.

O Sadiq! Truthfulness, uprightness and integrity are the at-
tributes of the righteous and the hallmarks of the pure. Truth-
fulness is the goodliest of qualities as it comprehendeth all
other virtues. A truthful person will be protected from all
moral afflictions, will shrink from every evil deed, and be pre-
served from every wicked act, inasmuch as all vices and mis-
deeds are the very antithesis of truthfulness, and a truthful
man will hold them all in utter abhorrence.

I hope that this blessed Name may be reflect its inner meanings
and that thou mayest teach many such qualities as these and
cause others also to adhere to trustworthiness, to integrity, to
righteousness and the worship of truth.
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AB08248

To: Haji Abu’l-Qasim Dabbagh
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou who art assured in God! Consider how medicines and
remedies can purify and cleanse the diseased skin, nay rather,
make it perfumed and fragrant. In like manner it becomes
evident what influence education exerts upon beings. When
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tanning substances have such an effect, consider then what
power divine medicine and remedy must possess. Assuredly
its influence is a hundred thousand times greater and its pu-
rification more thorough. Blessed are those souls who purify
hearts through divine remedy and spiritual ingredients. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11782

To: Harlan F Ober, in Bombay
Date: 1907 ca.

O herald of the Kingdom! Give thanks to God that in this jour-
ney you traveled with Mr. Harris, the herald of the Kingdom
of the All-Merciful, and became companions with His Holiness
Ibn-i-Abhar, Hand of the Cause of God, and became confidants
with the faithful servant at the Threshold of Baha, Aqa Mirza
Mahmud. You raised the call to the Kingdom and spread the
Word of God. This bounty is worthy of thanksgiving and this
success deserves gratitude. I beseech God that day by day you
may increase in faith, certitude, spiritual knowledge and the
guidance of humanity. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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ABO08799

To: Abdu’l-Ali Attar, in Qazvin
Date: 1907 ca.

O perfumer! Although musk has a sweet fragrance, the essence
of the love of God has another sweetness. The fragrance of
musk and ambergris reaches only a short distance, but the
perfumed breaths of the love of God reach to the horizons of
the world.
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2 Therefore, give thanks to God that you are fragrant with this
perfume and sweetened with this musk and ambergris. Con-
sider how the sweet fragrance of that beauteous flower has
reached the city of Akka.

Therefore take heed, O ye who are endowed with understand-
ing! And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12620

To: Muhammad Ibrahim Saffar, in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O servant of God! Truly thou art worthy of servitude to the
Lord and, with a pure heart, art turned toward the luminous
Kingdom. Thy servitude at the Divine Threshold is accepted,
and thy steadfastness and firmness are proven and evident. Be
thou confident in the confirmations from on high.

Praise be to God, the manifest light shineth upon thy face and
brow, and the flame of guidance is apparent in thy countenance.
No witness or testimony is needed. I beseech God that thou
mayest become, day by day, more content and more joyous.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12847

To: Aga Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Khugand
Date: 1907 ca.

Grieve thou not, and sorrow not. Place thy whole trust in
God, and hold fast unto the hem of the Almighty. God be
praised, thus far hath it been well, and so shall it be again.
Verily, thy Lord is the Gracious, the All-Merciful. Strive to
the utmost not to separate from the daughter of ..., for the one
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true God desireth harmony, while discord is contrary to His
good-pleasure. He desireth union, not division, and wisheth
for connection, not separation. The most favourable of all
conditions is harmony and love. However, if this is in no wise
possible, and complete aversion hath arisen, then separation
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is permissible. Strive, therefore, with all thy might, for unity,
not division. ... BRL_ SWOP#042x
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AB12648

To: Mirza Muhammad Ganjii, in Tihran
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou who art the memento of that loving friend! Think not
that thou art forgotten for a moment. Thou art ever before
mine eyes and in my thoughts. I beseech divine favor that this
servant of the Sacred Threshold may day by day draw nearer
to the Court of Oneness and be confirmed in such virtues as
shall cause thy kind father in the Supreme Horizon to offer a
thousand praises and to experience joy and gladness.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09601

To: Habibullah
Date: 1907 ca.

O dear friend! A sweet melody has been raised from the Con-
course on High and a fragrant breeze has wafted from the Gar-
den of Immortality. Praise be to God, you have heard that
melody and inhaled that fragrance. You have caught the fra-
grance of Joseph’s garment and discovered the divine Egypt,
and like Jacob you have gained seeing eyes. I hope that you
may behold the divine Joseph’s countenance and attain the
station of unveiling.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! L;\C‘\(\ SISy 2
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ABU2947

Words to Corinne True spoken in 1907 in Akka

[W]e must look upon every human being we saw as a letter
from the Beloved to us. No matter how blotted, blurred, torn
or soiled that letter appears to be, nevertheless, you must look
upon it with the eye of reality and say to yourself, this is a
letter from my Beloved, therefore, because it is from Him, I
must love it with that divine love and overlook all its defects—
inasmuch as the Beloved wrote it.

SW_ v13#10 p.284

AB10048

To: Lydia Rainy, in Seattle
Date: 1907 ca.

O thou beloved maid-servant of God! Thy letter was received
and from the rose-garden of its significances sweet fragrances
were inhaled. Thank God that thou hast found guidance, be-
come knowing, attached thyself to the Lord of the Kingdom
and attained to spiritual attraction.

Thou hast asked permission to come in the presence. If the
means are brought about that traveling may be made with
utmost ease, thou hast permission.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

TAB.671-672, BSC.471 #885x
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AB09873

To: Abu’l-Hasan Irani
Date: 1907 ca.

O servant of the Truth! Thanks be to the one incomparable
Lord that He guided and bestowed bounty, burned away the
veil of vain imaginings and lit the lamp of guidance, until thou
didst become aware and wakeful and gained knowledge of the
mysteries.

I hope that thou wilt become detached from all save God and
make thy soul fragrant with the sweet-scented perfume of the
rose-garden of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11348

To: Fadlullah Naraqi (Muavinut-Tujjar), in Hamadan
Date: 1907 ca.

...0 thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Concerning what
thou didst write about the Zakat, the Zakat on garden produce
is after the deduction of expenses, that is, the garden expenses
must be paid, and whatever remains thereafter is subject to
Zakat.
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AB11351

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyanduab

Date: 1907 ca.

...Regarding what you wrote about divine revelation, the holy
Imams were the dawning-places of inspiration and the manifes-
tations of the grace of the All-Merciful. Divine revelation was
specific to the Messenger of God, therefore we do not call the
words of the holy Imams the Word of God, rather we consider
them divine inspiration....
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ABU3702

in Akka

Many people come here in a gala journey. They stop at the
best hotels. They come here when they have nothing to fear,
they travel in a company of friends and are a gay crowd! They
do not realize they are on a pilgrimage to a holy place—and that
they must pray much before they can understand it. If they
do not pray before arriving, they must pray after they come
here, but you have been forced to pray for guidance during the
entire route, and so you are filled with the sense of prayer. You
have lived and attained only through prayer.

SW_ v24#£04 p.104
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ABU3683

in Akka

There are many kinds of martyrdom. How many times have
I prayed for it, but instead of that I have lived on in prison
as if with the sword of Damocles suspended by a hair over my
head! Each morning as I waken I feel that before the day ends
I may be dragged to the public square and shot to death. But
nevertheless I have been very happy in this long martyrdom,
for no victim suffers from the cruelties inflicted upon him. The
instant the torture begins he is in a state of bliss, and feels
nothing but the joy of heaven which surrounds him.

[He paused, looking out through the wide windows at the
blue Mediterranean, the view of which beyond the huge walls
seemed to eliminate their imprisoning power. Then he added,]

So Christ never suffered upon the cross. From the time the
crucifixion began His soul was in Heaven and He felt nothing
but the Divine Presence. He did not say, speaking in Aramaic:
‘O God! O God! why hast Thou forsaken me?’, But this word
Sabacthani is similar in sound to another which means glorify,
and He actually murmured, ‘O God! O God! How thou dost
glorify mel!

SW_ v24#04 p.105

ABU3667

in Akka

Today the dynamic energy of the Holy Spirit has poured in such
volume through the Messenger of God that even the masses of
men have received it, and that was not possible before. Always
in the past specially sensitized souls received the influence and
acted upon it. But today for the first time the minds of all peo-
ple have been touched by the spirit, and the result is that the
designs of labor saving machines have been clearly revealed to
them. It may seem strange to you that the Holy Spirit should
give designs for labor saving machines, but in reality every
creative impulse of the brain can arise only through contact
with the spirit. Without that the brain is merely capable of
conventional and traditional action.
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The civilizations of the past have all been founded upon the en-
slavement of mankind and the poor working class has suffered
every oppression for the sake of the enrichment of the few. This
limited wealthy class has alone had the privilege of developing
individuality. The down trodden worker after laboring long
hours each day, has not had sufficient mental capcity at the
conclusion of his task to do anything but eat and sleep.

That all mankind might have opportunity, it was necessary
to shorten the hours of labor so that the work of the world
could be completed without such demand of strain and effort,
and all human beings would have leisure to think and develop
individual capacity.

The labor saving machines were given to create leisure for all
mankind... The first decided shortening of the hours will ap-
pear when a legal working day of eight hours is established...
But this working day of eight hours is only the beginning. Soon
there will be a six hour day, a five hour, a three hour day, even
less than that, and the worker must be paid more for this man-
agement of machines, than he ever received for the exercise of
his two hands alone.

You cannot understand now, how the labor saving machines
can produce leisure for mankind because at present they are
all in the hands of the financiers and are used only to increase
profits, but that will not continue. The workers will come into
their due benefit from the machine that is the divine inten-
tion, and one cannot continue to violate the law of God. So
with the assurance of a comfortable income from his work, and
ample leisure for each one, poverty will be banished and each
community will create comfort and opportunity for its citizens.
Education will then be universal at the cost of the state, and
no person will be deprived of its opportunity.

SW_ v24#£04 p.106
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Study guide to this volume

The second half of 1907 finds ‘Abdu’l-Baha still confined within the walls of ‘Akké, yet composing
letters of remarkable range and intensity to communities stretching from Persia to Europe and
America. The constitutional revolution convulsing Iran forms the political backdrop: competing
factions, clerical agitation, and secret societies all press upon the friends, while the Master coun-
sels calm, non-interference, and a turning of attention toward the moral reconstruction of souls.
The volume opens with a prayer of passionate longing for the friends, moves through warnings
against clandestine political entanglement, addresses letters to Jewish communities in the Holy
Land, meditates on the meaning of martyrdom and tribulation, and closes with practical guidance
for individual teachers setting out into hostile regions. Taken together, the writings of this period
amount to a sustained argument that the Bahd’i community can serve the world precisely by re-
fusing to be absorbed into the world’s factional conflicts, cultivating instead an identity rooted
entirely in character, conduct, and love.

Character as the Distinguishing Sign: “Know the Baha’is by Their
Attributes”

Key Passages

We must follow the path of sanctification and speak words of detachment and pursue
the way of ultimate purity. Through our words, deeds and conduct we must become
signs of the gift of the Lord and cause every aware soul to awaken and remember... so
that every companion may inhale the fragrance of paradise and every associate may
witness the signs of a mighty character, and all peoples may testify that the Bahd’is are
the lamps of the horizons and know the Bahd’is by their attributes not their names, by
their character not their bodies. — AB00531

My God, my God! Thou seest me prostrate with my face in the dust, imploring Thy
Kingdom, O Lord of Lords, to make the loved ones lamps in the darkness and keys to
the sealed gates of heaven before all faces. O Lord, make Thy brilliant morn shine upon
the temples of unity until they arise from the graves of passion and raise the banners of
piety and chant the verses of effacement and evanescence in the field of sacrifice. Thou
specializest with Thy mercy whomsoever Thou willest and Thou art powerful over all
things. — ABO00531

If thou art fit for this task and have sufficient trust in the All Merciful, arise with the
qualities of the truthful and with the virtues of those to whom may be attributed real
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humanity. Then shalt thou see thine enemies as thy friends. Then shalt thou perceive
strangers as acquaintances and distant ones as close ones. Thou shalt understand the
blind may be those who truly see. — ABO03938

Context for Study

The central counsel of AB00531 is at once modest and radical: Baha’{ identity is to be legible in
manner and action rather than in name or affiliation. The passage invokes the salt metaphor of
the Sermon on the Mount (“Ye are the salt of the earth”) and inflects it with the specific demands
of the Hidden Words and the counsels of Bahau’llah: detachment, purity of speech, sanctification.
To be known by attributes rather than names is to embrace a form of religious identity that cannot
be falsified by mere membership. The same logic appears in AB03938 when ‘Abdu’l-Baha tells a
correspondent that transformative virtue — genuine humanity — recasts the field of relationships
entirely, converting adversaries into companions and revealing a kind of vision that ordinary sight
lacks. The criterion of character as the test of genuine faith has deep roots across traditions. In
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warns that prophets are known by their fruits (Matthew 7:16). In
Islamic ethics, the khulug (moral character) of the Prophet is held up in the Qur’an (68:4) as itself
a divine attribute, and the great tradition of akhlaq literature grounds the entire moral life in the
cultivation of virtuous dispositions. In Confucian thought, the junzi (exemplary person) commands
respect not through status but through demonstrated virtue. What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
counsel is its communal dimension: the community is to become a collective lamp, its collective
radiance functioning as both the proof of the Faith and the instrument of its spread. The prayer that
follows the counsel is itself a testimony to the gap between aspiration and achievement: “When
I look at myself I become ashamed and perspire from embarrassment.” This self-acknowledged
inadequacy is a form of honesty that guards the teaching against self-righteousness.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 says the Bahd’is should be “known by their attributes not their names.” What
does this demand reveal about the relationship between institutional religious identity and
the living moral substance of faith?

2. Compare this teaching with the Pauline fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and with the
Confucian account of the junzi. In what ways do these converge, and where does the Bah&’i
emphasis diverge from each?

3. ABO03938 promises that genuine virtue will transform the very quality of perception, causing
the virtuous person to see enemies as friends and the blind as those who truly see. What is
the epistemological claim being made here, and how does it relate to spiritual traditions of
transformed vision — from Sufi kashf to Christian contemplative purification of the “eye of
the heart”?

4. The prayer in AB00531 asks for souls to arise “from the graves of passion.” What does passion
as a kind of death mean in the context of this volume, and how does this image compare with
the Qur’anic phrase “dead hearts” and with Paul’s language of dying to the old self?

5. How might a community today discern whether its religious identity is genuinely rooted
in character and conduct, as this teaching demands, or is settling for a more superficial
identification through name, affiliation, or political alignment?
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The Discipline of Non-Interference: Politics, Secret Societies, and
the Spiritual Path

Key Passages

The friends were complaining that this intense influence of the clergy would cause harm
to the beloved ones, for His Excellency the Prime Minister personally went to accompany
the clergy to Tehran, and when they arrived, the city was illuminated for three days
and nights, and the sound and fame of their pomp and circumstance reached to the
heavens. In response it was written that this glory, bounty, prestige and respect is like
a summer cloud — “a summer cloud with no rain, or a mirage in the desert which the
thirsty one thinks is water,” or a passing shadow, or fancy and imagination. Soon you
will see this glory transformed to abasement, and this clamor changed to cries of “woe,
woe” and regret. — ABO01237

O friends! I have heard that secret societies are being organized in Tehran and some
clandestine meetings are being formed. Beware! Beware! The friends must not join
these societies, must not interfere, must not become confidants, and must not associate
with them, for such matters are contrary to the divine way and completely opposed to
the disposition of this Prisoner. The purpose is that you should confine all affairs to
spiritual matters and occupy yourselves with the guidance and education of souls. From
this mighty cause, pleasing results will be achieved. Otherwise, interference in societies
will ultimately cause evident loss. — AB02279

Today the greatest obligation of the loved ones of God is obedience and submission
to the government, composure and dignity in all conditions, well-wishing toward the
throne of sovereignty, and prayers for the just monarch. — AB09266

Context for Study

The political counsel of this volume is at once specific and principled. The specific context is the
Iranian Constitutional Revolution of 1905-1911, during which ulama, constitutionalists, royalists,
and Cossack brigades competed for power, and Baha’i communities faced pressure to align with one
or another faction. The principled position ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa consistently articulates is that the Baha’i
community’s contribution to social transformation comes through moral education and spiritual
renewal, not through partisan entanglement. The imagery of AB01237 is instructive: the clerical
triumph is likened to a summer cloud without rain, a mirage, a passing shadow. The Master’s
reading proved correct — the clerical ascendancy was short-lived — but the deeper point is not
historical prediction. It is the teaching that power rooted in fear, institutional inertia, and political
calculation is inherently unstable, while influence rooted in genuine spiritual transformation endures.
This is a position with analogues in diverse traditions: the Quaker tradition of conscientious non-
alignment, the Taoist principle of wu-wei (action through non-contention), the Desert Fathers’
withdrawal from the corruption of imperial Christianity, and the later Gandhian insistence that
spiritual purity is the only durable foundation for social change. What makes ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
counsel distinctive is that it is paired with an active positive program — the guidance and education
of souls, the construction of character, the formation of loving communities — rather than with
mere withdrawal or indifference to the world’s condition.
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Questions for Reflection

1.

What is the relationship between the Bah4’i principle of non-interference in partisan politics
and the prophetic tradition of speaking truth to power? Are these in tension, and if so, how
might the tension be navigated?

. The summer-cloud metaphor in AB01237 implies that illegitimate power carries within itself

the seeds of its own abasement. How does this idea compare with biblical prophetic denunci-
ations of worldly glory (e.g., Isaiah 40:6-8, “All flesh is grass”) and with Qur’anic warnings
about the transience of earthly power?

‘Abdu’l-Bahd warns against secret societies while also advocating spiritual transformation
of society. How might a religious community distinguish between inappropriate political
entanglement and legitimate engagement with the structures and processes that shape public
life?

. How does the counsel to pray for “the just monarch” and show well-wishing to government

sit alongside the Baha’i commitment to justice, including the principle that rulers who act
unjustly are accountable to God?

. The instruction to occupy oneself with “the guidance and education of souls” as the primary

response to political crisis invites comparison with Jesus’ counsel to seek first the Kingdom
of God (Matthew 6:33) and with the Sufi emphasis on inner transformation as the root
of all outer change. What is the logic underlying this priority, and what are its practical
implications for communities in crisis?

Tribulation as the Substance of Glory: A Theology of Suffering

Key Passages

O Lord my God! Thou seest how the ignorant have assailed Thy chosen ones, and how
the wicked have attacked Thy pure and faithful friends.. Lord, Lord! I implore Thee
and beseech the threshold of Thy mercy to decree that all harm intended for Thy loved
ones fall upon this servant who is annihilated in Thy path. Make me the target for
arrows aimed at Thy loved ones and the mark for spears directed at the hearts of Thy
chosen ones, that I may sacrifice for them my spirit, essence, body, being, reality and
identity. — AB00463

Ponder upon the afflictions of God’s loved ones and chosen ones in former ages. What
a murderous venom they tasted and what a deadly poison they drank! Even so, that
calamity was the same as a heavenly gift, that poison the same as a remedy, that
tribulation the same as mercy, and that ordeal the same as ease.. Ye must look at the
end of things, not at the beginning. — AB02043

The field is straitened for the friends in all regions, and every base and nameless wretch,
every shameless and unbridled one, is set loose: what calamities, tribulations, and
sorrows must then inevitably ensue is but too evident. Yet when we observe carefully
and judge fairly, these tribulations are pure bounty and the greatest favor, for the Gems
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of existence spent their days in utmost tribulation and trial, and ultimately drank the
cup of martyrdom from the hand of the Cup-bearer of grace. — AB04693

Context for Study

The prayer of AB00463 is among the most searing texts in this volume. Written amid actual
persecution of Baha’i communities in Iran, it takes the form of an intercessory prayer that reaches
its climax in ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s offer to substitute Himself for the threatened believers. The theology
here belongs to a recognizable tradition of vicarious suffering — but inflected in a particular way.
The Master does not simply bear suffering; He interprets it as the condition in which the divine
gifts are most concentrated. AB04693 makes this explicit: tribulations are “pure bounty,” the
sufferings of the “Gems of existence” (the Manifestations and their closest companions) are the
form through which divine grace is poured into the world. AB02043 presses the point historically:
Yazid had glory at the beginning; the Prince of Martyrs, Imam Husayn, died at Karbala — but
the long arc of sacred history established whose memory illumines centuries. The hermeneutic of
suffering as gift has parallels throughout religious thought. Paul declares that he rejoices in his
sufferings because they produce endurance, character, and hope (Romans 5:3—4). In Islam, the
tradition of sabr (patient endurance) and tawakkul (reliance on God) frames affliction as a refining
process. The Stoic thinkers, especially Epictetus, taught that what cannot be controlled externally
can always be transformed internally by the orientation of the will. What makes ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s
treatment distinctive is its christological undertone combined with its characteristic sobriety: the
invitation is to emulate the Manifestations, to drink from the same cup, and to find in that cup
not death but life.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 asks that harm meant for others fall upon Himself. What does this gesture
reveal about the relationship between spiritual authority and sacrificial responsibility? How
does it compare with the Servant Songs of Isaiah (52:13-53:12) and with Paul’s statement “I
fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions” (Colossians 1:24)?

2. AB04693 insists that the testimony of sacred history is that tribulation in God’s path is
“pure bounty.” What would it mean to genuinely internalize this belief, and what spiritual
disciplines might sustain such a conviction in the face of severe suffering?

3. The counsel to look at the “end of things, not the beginning” in AB02043 invites a particular
orientation of historical consciousness. Compare this with the Buddhist teaching of anicca
(impermanence), with the biblical prophets’ appeal to a future consummation, and with
Kant’s idea of a hidden teleology in history.

4. How does the theology of suffering in this volume navigate the danger of glorifying or roman-
ticizing violence? What safeguards does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s counsel itself provide against such a
misreading?

5. In what ways might this teaching inform the response of faith communities today to perse-
cution, marginalization, or institutional hostility — as a form of active spiritual witness that
transcends passive endurance?
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Teaching and Confirmation: The Single-Handed Servant

Key Passages

Today whoever arises to serve the Sacred Threshold, detached from all save God, at-
tracted to His holy fragrances, enkindled with the fire of His love, mindful of His remem-
brance, and independent of all else — and who proceeds to diffuse the divine fragrances
— though alone and single-handed will resist all who dwell on earth and triumph over
them all, as has been proven through experience. — ABO00898

My God, my God! Aid this helpless servant through Thy grace and mercy among all
peoples. Illumine his sight to behold the manifest light. Assist him with hosts from on
high. Guide Thy servants through his proof to Thy straight path and lead them on the
right way.. Make him a resplendent sign of sacrifice throughout all regions, a banner of
guidance amidst all creation, a gift of the Supreme Concourse among the chosen ones,
a fountain of knowledge in the contingent world. — ABO00898

Now you Persian friends must concentrate your thoughts on divine conduct and kind-
ness toward humanity and godly behavior, so that it may produce great effects in this
world... When thought and meditation are concentrated on a single pursuit, they pro-
duce wonderful effects and achieve strange influence. Until the channels of a spring are
concentrated in a single fountain, the water will not gush forth. — ABO03512

Context for Study

ABO00898 records ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s response to a correspondent who had accomplished, apparently
against all odds, a successful teaching journey to Semmnan alone. The response is not only an
affirmation of that particular achievement but a statement of general principle: the condition for
transformative service is detachment, not numbers. The five-fold portrait of the effective teacher
— detached, attracted, enkindled, mindful, independent — maps onto the classical Sufi vocabulary
of the soul’s journey, but places the whole at the disposal of communal service. The prayer that
accompanies the affirmation is itself a study in interdependence: the servant is helpless without
divine aid, yet the divine aid flows specifically through the servant’s effort. This dynamic, sometimes
called in Islamic thought the relationship between ikhtiyar (choice) and jabar (divine compulsion),
is resolved here through practice rather than theory: the servant acts, and divine “hosts from
on high” confirm the action. AB03512 supplies the principle of concentration: scattered effort is
ineffective; focused effort, directed toward a single worthy goal, produces effects disproportionate to
the energy expended. The image of the spring concentrated in a single channel evokes the hydraulic
metaphors found in Rumi, in the Sufi doctrine of the qutb or spiritual pole, and in the Christian
mystical tradition of the single-pointed attention to God in lectio divina and contemplative prayer.
The practical demand of the volume is simple but exacting: do one thing, do it with the whole of
your being, and trust the divine order to multiply the effect.

Questions for Reflection

1. The claim that a single detached servant can “resist all who dwell on earth and triumph over
them all” seems paradoxical by any ordinary measure of power. What theory of influence
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underlies this claim, and how does it compare with the mustard-seed parable of Jesus (Mark
4:30-32), with the Sufi concept of the qutb, and with Thoreau’s observation that one person
with conscience constitutes a majority?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 lists the conditions for effective service: detachment, attraction, enkindlement,
mindfulness, independence. Which of these is most difficult to sustain simultaneously, and
why?

3. AB03512 uses the hydraulic image of concentrated versus scattered water. How does the
principle of focused concentration apply to the spiritual life more broadly — in meditation,
prayer, scholarship, and artistic work — across different traditions?

4. The prayer in AB00898 asks simultaneously for the servant to be “helpless” (fully dependent
on God) and to become a “fountain of knowledge” and “banner of guidance.” How does the
tradition of mystical literature navigate the paradox between self-effacement and spiritual
efficacy?

5. What does the repeated emphasis on confirmation from “hosts from on high” suggest about
the nature of agency in Bahd’i service? How does this account of divine-human coopera-
tion compare with Lutheran sola gratia, with Sufi tewakkul, and with Aquinas’s account of
operative and cooperative grace?

Letters to Israel: Prophecy, Gathering, and Spiritual Resurrection

Key Passages

Know that the gathering of Abraham’s descendants in Jerusalem is a destined matter,
for all the promises that the Lord of Hosts made through the prophets in the Torah
have reached their time of fulfillment. The divine will has determined to fulfill all
promises, and day by day its signs become more apparent, its proof more evident, its
evidence clearer, and its path more manifest. Now from all corners of the world, the
descendants of His Holiness Abraham the Friend are arriving in the Holy Land and are
engaged in developing villages and farms. But the divine standard is the standard of
the Covenant, which is the clear guide for the children of Israel and the cause of their
unity and enduring glory. — ABO00370

In the twelfth chapter, second verse of Daniel it states: “Many of those who sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.” Observe that it says they will “awaken” — from the expression
of awakening, it becomes clear what rising from the graves means.. the meaning of
graves is not physical bodies and corpses, but rather that spirits buried in bodies will
be resurrected and gathered. — AB00370

O descendant of Abraham! If the Israelites look with fairness, they will see that all
the signs have appeared. Matters that were impossible and inconceivable have come to
pass, and the Lord of Hosts without armies has conquered East and West. The divine
law will soon glorify Israel, and the blessed favors will ennoble Abraham’s lineage... if
one seeks proofs and evidences, the light of truth will shine and the darkness of doubts
will vanish. — ABO00370
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Context for Study

ABO00370 is addressed to Jewish correspondents and represents one of the most explicit Baha’i
engagements with the Hebrew prophetic tradition in this period. Writing in 1907, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
addresses the gathering of Jewish communities in the Holy Land — which was then already under-
way through early Zionist migration — and reads this phenomenon through a double lens: the literal
fulfillment of biblical prophecy concerning the return to the land, and the spiritual fulfillment of the
deeper prophetic hope, identified with the Covenant of the Baha’i dispensation. The hermeneutical
move is characteristic: physical events are real signs but they point to a spiritual consummation
that transcends the physical. The discussion of resurrection is similarly double-layered. By citing
Daniel 12:2 and Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones (Ezekiel 37), ‘Abdu’l-Baha interprets resurrection
as spiritual awakening and collective renewal, not physical resuscitation of corpses. This approach
has precedents in medieval Jewish exegesis (Maimonides treated bodily resurrection cautiously,
emphasizing the immortality of the rational soul) and in the allegorical readings of Origen and
later Christian mystics who understood the resurrection as a spiritual transformation available in
this life as well as the next. The appeal to investigation of “proofs and evidences” rather than
dwelling on doubts is one of the characteristic epistemic counsels of the Baha’i teaching: inquiry
oriented toward truth is fruitful; inquiry oriented toward the multiplication of objections leads only
to further darkness.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah& reads the early Jewish return to the Holy Land as fulfillment of biblical prophecy.
How does this reading compare with Orthodox Jewish theological understandings of the in-
gathering, with Christian dispensationalist interpretations, and with secular Zionist accounts
of the same historical movement?

2. The letter reinterprets “resurrection from the graves” as spiritual awakening. What is gained
by such a reading, and what questions does it raise for communities whose sacred texts and
liturgies are built around more literal understandings of bodily resurrection?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd suggests that a faith orientation toward “proofs and evidences” leads to light,
while dwelling on doubts leads to darkness. How might this epistemological counsel be under-
stood in relation to the modern philosophical tradition of rigorous skeptical inquiry — from
Descartes through Kant to contemporary analytic philosophy?

4. What does it mean for a religious community to receive its sacred texts as still living prophecy,
with fulfillments emerging in contemporary events? What spiritual disciplines and critical
faculties would be required to practice this kind of reading responsibly?

5. The letter to Jewish correspondents is one of many in this period reaching across religious
boundaries. What does the sustained Baha’i engagement with the specific prophetic traditions
of Judaism and Christianity suggest about the nature of progressive revelation as understood
in this Dispensation?
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Steadfastness in Crisis: Wisdom, Counsel, and the Long View

Key Passages

Before calamity strikes, one must exercise the utmost caution and care and be precise
in transactions, but when the event has occurred, one must resist with complete stead-
fastness and strength. A captain must protect his ship from contrary winds, waves
and storms, but if by divine decree it falls into a great tempest, the captain must not
become distraught and agitated and lose control. Rather, on the contrary, with the
utmost strength of heart, firmness and steadfastness, he must guide the ship to the
extent possible, for if he becomes distraught and disturbed, the control of the ship will
be entirely lost and salvation will never be attained. — ABO08010

O handmaiden of God! Praise be to God that thou art addressed by this title and
honoured with this address... thou shouldst at all times, with the utmost happiness,
rapture, joy and gladness, consort with the handmaids of the Merciful, bring joy and
felicity to all, and lead them to the Divine bounty. — AB04968

As long as thou canst, wish thou the most great peace for mankind: Associate with all
in perfect love and kindness; hold all dear and count all friends and familiar ones; know
no enemies; imagine no strangers. Thus mayest thou be a mercy to the people of the
world and a source of bounty to the world of humanity. — AB06848

Context for Study

The counsel of AB08010 articulates a two-stage wisdom: prudence before crisis, courage within crisis.
The captain metaphor is ancient — it appears in Plato’s Republic (the philosopher as helmsman of
the soul-city), in Stoic writing on eph’hem’in (what is within our power), and in countless Islamic
texts on fortitude (shaja’a). ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s use of it here is practical rather than philosophical:
the community must not panic when conditions worsen. ABO06848, addressed to an individual
correspondent, extends the same vision from the maritime to the interpersonal: when universal
peace is the aspiration, the practical method is to treat every person, regardless of their relation to
you, as a friend. The instruction to “know no enemies” and “imagine no strangers” is an active moral
imagination that refuses to allow the field of relationship to be narrowed by fear, habit, or hostility.
AB04968 adds a third register: joy. The servant who bears the title “handmaiden of God” is to carry
that joy into every gathering and become a source of felicity for others. Taken together, the three
passages form a picture of a community that is simultaneously realistic about danger, courageous in
crisis, and radiant in ordinary human contact. The combination recalls the Qur’anic virtue of hilm
(forbearance combined with dignity), the Christian virtue of magnanimitas (greatness of soul), and
the Buddhist brahmavihara (the four immeasurables: loving-kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy,
and equanimity).

Questions for Reflection

1. The captain metaphor distinguishes between the wisdom required before crisis and the courage
required within it. How does this two-stage model compare with Aristotelian practical wisdom
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(phronesis) and with the Stoic concept of the dichotomy between what is and is not within
our power?

2. The instruction to “wish the most great peace for mankind” is paired with the instruction to
“associate with all in perfect love and kindness.” How does this pairing suggest that world
peace is grounded in the quality of individual encounters rather than merely in political
structures?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé counsels that a Bahd’i should “know no enemies” and “imagine no strangers.”
How does this aspiration relate to Jesus’ command to love enemies (Matthew 5:44), to the
Buddhist metta practice of sending loving-kindness to difficult persons, and to the Kantian
duty of treating every person as an end in themselves?

4. Joy (farah, gladness) appears repeatedly in this volume as a spiritual obligation, not merely
an emotional state. What does the command to be joyful — even in times of oppression
and confinement — reveal about the Bahd’i understanding of the relationship between inner
freedom and outer circumstance?

5. How might the accumulated wisdom of this volume — character as identity, non-political dis-
cipline, suffering as bounty, focused service, and steadfast joy — be understood as a coherent
pedagogy for forming a community capable of contributing to civilization-building over the
long term?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The writings of the second half of 1907 are addressed from a prison cell to communities caught
between political upheaval, persecution, and the daily demands of spiritual growth. What they
consistently refuse is the reduction of the Baha’i mission to any particular political alignment, and
what they consistently affirm is the primacy of character — formed by love, tested by suffering,
expressed in service, and visible to any careful observer — as the one contribution the community
is uniquely positioned to make.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the distinguishing mark of
a Baha’i is to be character rather than name, and the distinguishing contribution
of the community is moral and spiritual education rather than political action, what
disciplines of formation, what habits of perception, and what sustained practices of love
must be cultivated so that the community becomes — across decades and generations
— a genuine light rather than merely a lamp that once was lit?
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