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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 140

This 1908 volume is anchored by AB00022, the “Two Calls to Success and Prosperity”, one of
the most substantial social treatises in the collection. Its governing distinction is between the call
of material civilization and the call of divine guidance: the former produces arts, sciences, laws,
inventions, and political order, while the latter supplies the spiritual virtues that make such progress
safe and humane. The treatise’s warning is prescient: material civilization, left without spiritual
illumination, turns the most advanced nations into arsenals and transforms scientific achievement
into instruments of destruction. It then grounds the remedy in a broad metaphysics of composition
and decomposition, attraction and repulsion, unity and disintegration. Human diversity is praised
as the beauty of the garden and the perfection of the body, provided that the harmonizing power
of the Word of God unites differing temperaments, races, customs, and opinions. The same treatise
closes with a characteristic insistence on loyalty to government, abstention from political agitation,
and attention to the Word of God rather than to the person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, whose only station
is servitude.

The volume also contains several items of symbolic, doctrinal, and metaphysical interest. AB00328,
the Commentary on the Ringstone Symbol, explains the two ba’s, the four ha’s, the three horizontal
lines, and the two stars through a dense combination of abjad numerology, Qur’anic allusion, and
cosmological hierarchy. The three lines are interpreted as the World of God, the World of Command,
and the World of Creation; the two stars are linked to the Bab and Baha’'u’llah; and the arrangement
of the Greatest Name becomes a diagram of manifestation, mediation, and the flow of divine bounty
through the worlds. AB00075 gives a long response on tests, the influence of holy souls after death,
the progress of the soul beyond time and place, the falsehood of materialized spirits, the spiritual
meaning of Qur’anic paradise, and the historical misrepresentation of Muhammad by European
writers. AB00604 is also noteworthy for its interpretation of dreams, its reference to the living
station of martyrs, and its practical conclusion that even a debt connected with a sacred dedication
must be justly paid.

Several letters continue to refine the community’s spiritual discipline under crisis. AB01914 is one of
the clearest statements in the volume on noninvolvement in partisan politics: the friends are to obey
the government, avoid political parties and societies, refrain from interference in political matters,
and devote themselves to sanctity, detachment, remembrance, and service. AB01691 gives the same
counsel in a practical form: if large gatherings are prohibited, the believers must obey the order
while teaching individually and using the days as precious opportunities. AB01237, AB12222, and
related items treat the Iranian constitutional turmoil with a similar balance of hope for justice and
insistence that Baha’is pursue education, moral reform, prayer, and loyalty rather than factional
action. In this setting, AB11058’s simple statement that every person must acquire a craft shows
how social order, livelihood, and obedience to divine ordinance enter the same ethical field.
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The collection also bears the marks of renewed movement after restriction. AB01273 recounts
the eventual arrival of a pilgrim after delay in Egypt and frames his return as a bearer of glad
tidings of release from prison. AB02370, written from the Garden of Ridvan, records the lifting of
severe restraints upon ‘Abdu’l-Baha and turns recent pressure from enemies into evidence of divine
reversal. AB01600 directs travel and teaching to Baku, proxy visitation at the graves of martyrs
in Tihran, and a visit to Qum in memory of Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih’s service to the Bab. AB05059
points toward India, Bombay, and Rangoon, urging the circulation of English translations and
Baha’i books. AB01174 gives one of the volume’s most practical teaching strategies: in insecure
times, open proclamation may give way to individual friendship, private education, kindness, and
gradual removal of fear, so that each believer might guide at least one soul.

The remaining pieces give the volume a varied pastoral texture. AB00437 is a substantial visita-
tion tablet for an Afnan of Shiraz, combining the memory of the Bab’s homeland, fidelity to the
Covenant, service, and martyrdom in elevated devotional prose. ABO01211 honors the steadfast
believers of Qazvin and urges the handmaidens of the Merciful to guide other women to the spring
of life. AB06945 contains a strong prayer against intoxicants and tobacco, prompted by concern
for a young man’s addiction. AB03737 and AB05142 console the bereaved and afflicted by placing
suffering within the long sacred history of sacrifice. AB00666 gives a striking theology of capacity,
stating that the blessings of the Kingdom themselves create worthiness, so that even the drop may
receive the influence of the sea and the mote the influence of the sun. The volume as a whole
joins social philosophy, symbolic exegesis, anti-political discipline, renewed teaching strategy, and
pastoral consolation at a moment when the community was being asked to convert danger and
release alike into a more mature form of service.
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Lawh-i-Du-Niday-i-Falah va Najah (Two
Calls to Success and Prosperity)

To: Bahais of the West et al.

Date: 1908-Aug-0/

O ye concourse of the Kingdom of Abha! Two calls to success
and prosperity are being raised from the heights of the happi-
ness of mankind, awakening the slumbering, granting sight to
the blind, causing the heedless to become mindful, bestowing
hearing upon the deaf, unloosing the tongue of the mute and
resuscitating the dead.

The one is the call of civilization, of the progress of the material
world. This pertaineth to the world of phenomena, promoteth
the principles of material achievement, and is the trainer for
the physical accomplishments of mankind. It compriseth the
laws, regulations, arts and sciences through which the world
of humanity hath developed; laws and regulations which are
the outcome of lofty ideals and the result of sound minds, and
which have stepped forth into the arena of existence through
the efforts of the wise and cultured in past and subsequent
ages. The propagator and executive power of this call is just
government.

The other is the soul-stirring call of God, Whose spiritual teach-
ings are safeguards of the everlasting glory, the eternal hap-
piness and illumination of the world of humanity, and cause
attributes of mercy to be revealed in the human world and the
life beyond.

This second call is founded upon the instructions and exhor-
tations of the Lord and the admonitions and altruistic emo-
tions belonging to the realm of morality which, like unto a
brilliant light, brighten and illumine the lamp of the realities
of mankind. Its penetrative power is the Word of God.

However, until material achievements, physical
plishments and human virtues are reinforced by spiritual
perfections, luminous qualities and characteristics of mercy,

no fruit or result shall issue therefrom, nor will the happiness

accom-
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of the world of humanity, which is the ultimate aim, be at-
tained. For although, on the one hand, material achievements
and the development of the physical world produce prosperity,
which exquisitely manifests its intended aims, on the other
hand dangers, severe calamities and violent afflictions are
imminent.

Consequently, when thou lookest at the orderly pattern of king-
doms, cities and villages, with the attractiveness of their adorn-
ments, the freshness of their natural resources, the refinement
of their appliances, the ease of their means of travel, the ex-
tent of knowledge available about the world of nature, the great
inventions, the colossal enterprises, the noble discoveries and
scientific researches, thou wouldst conclude that civilization
conduceth to the happiness and the progress of the human
world. Yet shouldst thou turn thine eye to the discovery of de-
structive and infernal machines, to the development of forces
of demolition and the invention of fiery implements, which up-
root the tree of life, it would become evident and manifest unto
thee that civilization is conjoined with barbarism. Progress
and barbarism go hand in hand, unless material civilization be
confirmed by Divine Guidance, by the revelations of the All-
Merciful and by godly virtues, and be reinforced by spiritual
conduct, by the ideals of the Kingdom and by the outpourings
of the Realm of Might.

Consider now, that the most advanced and civilized countries
of the world have been turned into arsenals of explosives, that
the continents of the globe have been transformed into huge
camps and battlefields, that the peoples of the world have
formed themselves into armed nations, and that the govern-
ments of the world are vying with each other as to who will
first step into the field of carnage and bloodshed, thus subject-
ing mankind to the utmost degree of affliction.

Therefore, this civilization and material progress should be
combined with the Most Great Guidance so that this nether
world may become the scene of the appearance of the bestowals
of the Kingdom, and physical achievements may be conjoined
with the effulgences of the Merciful. This in order that the
beauty and perfection of the world of man may be unveiled
and be manifested before all in the utmost grace and splendour.
Thus everlasting glory and happiness shall be revealed.

Praise be to God, throughout succeeding centuries and ages
the call of civilization hath been raised, the world of human-
ity hath been advancing and progressing day by day, various
countries have been developing by leaps and bounds, and mate-
rial improvements have increased, until the world of existence
obtained universal capacity to receive the spiritual teachings
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and to hearken to the Divine Call. The suckling babe passeth
through various physical stages, growing and developing at ev-
ery stage, until its body reacheth the age of maturity. Hav-
ing arrived at this stage it acquireth the capacity to manifest
spiritual and intellectual perfections. The lights of compre-
hension, intelligence and knowledge become perceptible in it
and the powers of its soul unfold. Similarly, in the contingent
world, the human species hath undergone progressive physical
changes and, by a slow process, hath scaled the ladder of civ-
ilization, realizing in itself the wonders, excellencies and gifts
of humanity in their most glorious form, until it gained the
capacity to express the splendours of spiritual perfections and
divine ideals and became capable of hearkening to the call of
God. Then at last the call of the Kingdom was raised, the
spiritual virtues and perfections were revealed, the Sun of Re-
ality dawned, and the teachings of the Most Great Peace, of
the oneness of the world of humanity and of the universality
of men, were promoted. We hope that the effulgence of these
rays shall become more and more intense, and the ideal virtues
more resplendent, so that the goal of this universal human pro-
cess will be attained and the love of God will appear in the
utmost grace and beauty and bedazzle all hearts.

O ye beloved of God! Know ye, verily, that the happiness of
mankind lieth in the unity and the harmony of the human race,
and that spiritual and material developments are conditioned
upon love and amity among all men. Consider ye the living
creatures, namely those which move upon the earth and those
which fly, those which graze and those which devour. Among
the beasts of prey each kind liveth apart from other species
of its genus, observing complete antagonism and hostility; and
whenever they meet they immediately fight and draw blood,
gnashing their teeth and baring their claws. This is the way in
which ferocious beasts and bloodthirsty wolves behave, carniv-
orous animals that live by themselves and fight for their lives.
But the docile, good-natured and gentle animals, whether they
belong to the flying or grazing species, associate with one an-
other in complete affinity, united in their flocks, and living their
lives with enjoyment, happiness and contentment. Such are the
birds that are satisfied with and grateful for a few grains; they
live in complete gladness, and break into rich and melodious
song while soaring over meadows, plains, hills and mountains.
Similarly those animals which graze, like the sheep, the ante-
lope and the gazelle, consort in the greatest amity, intimacy
and unity while living in their plains and prairies in a condition
of complete contentment. But dogs, wolves, tigers, hyenas and
those other beasts of prey, are alienated from each other as
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they hunt and roam about alone. The creatures of the fields
and birds of the air do not even shun or molest one another
when they come upon their mutual grazing and resting grounds
but accept each other with friendliness, unlike the devouring
beasts who immediately tear each other apart when one in-
trudes upon the other’s cave or lair; yea, even if one merely
passeth by the abode of another the latter at once rusheth out
to attack and if possible kill the former.

Therefore, it hath been made clear and manifest that in the
animal kingdom also love and affinity are the fruits of a gentle
disposition, a pure nature and praiseworthy character, while
discord and isolation are characteristic of the fierce beasts of
the wild.

The Almighty hath not created in man the claws and teeth
of ferocious animals, nay rather hath the human form been
fashioned and set with the most comely attributes and adorned
with the most perfect virtues. The honour of this creation and
the worthiness of this garment therefore require man to have
love and affinity for his own kind, nay rather, to act towards
all living creatures with justice and equity.

Similarly, consider how the cause of the welfare, happiness,
joy and comfort of humankind are amity and union, whereas
dissension and discord are most conducive to hardship, humil-
iation, agitation and failure. But a thousand times alas, that
man is negligent and unaware of these facts, and daily doth he
strut abroad with the characteristics of a wild beast. Lo! At
one moment he turneth into a ferocious tiger; at the next he
becometh a creeping, venomous viper! But the sublime achieve-
ments of man reside in those qualities and attributes that
exclusively pertain to the angels of the Supreme Concourse.
Therefore, when praiseworthy qualities and high morals em-
anate from man, he becometh a heavenly being, an angel of
the Kingdom, a divine reality and a celestial effulgence. On
the other hand, when he engageth in warfare, quarrelling and
bloodshed, he becometh viler than the most fierce of savage
creatures, for if a bloodthirsty wolf devoureth a lamb in a sin-
gle night, man slaughtereth a hundred thousand in the field of
battle, strewing the ground with their corpses and kneading
the earth with their blood.

In short, man is endowed with two natures: one tendeth to-
wards moral sublimity and intellectual perfection, while the
other turneth to bestial degradation and carnal imperfections.
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If ye travel the countries of the globe ye shall observe on one
side the remains of ruin and destruction, while on the other ye
shall see the signs of civilization and development. Such des-
olation and ruin are the result of war, strife and quarrelling,
while all development and progress are fruits of the lights of
virtue, co-operation and concord.

If one were to travel through the deserts of Central Asia he
would observe how many cities, once great and prosperous like
Paris and London, are now demolished and razed to the ground.
From the Caspian Sea to the River Oxus there stretch wild and
desolate plains, deserts, wildernesses and valleys. For two days
and two nights the Russian railway traverseth the ruined cities
and uninhabited villages of that wasteland. Formerly that
plain bore the fruit of the finest civilizations of the past. Tokens
of development and refinement were apparent all around, arts
and sciences were well protected and promoted, professions and
industries flourished, commerce and agriculture had reached a
high stage of efficiency, and the foundations of government
and statesmanship were laid on a strong and solid basis. To-
day that vast stretch of land hath become mostly the shelter
and asylum of Turkoman tribes, and an arena for the ferocious
display of wild beasts. The ancient cities of that plain, such
as Gurgan, Nissa, Abivard and Shahristan, famous throughout
the world for their arts, sciences, culture, industry, and well
known for their wealth, greatness, prosperity and distinction,
have given way to a wilderness wherein no voice is heard save
the roaring of wild beasts and where bloodthirsty wolves roam
at will. This destruction and desolation was brought about by
war and strife, dissension and discord between the Persians and
the Turks, who differed in their religion and customs. So rigid
was the spirit of religious prejudice that the faithless leaders
sanctioned the shedding of innocent blood, the ruin of property
and the desecration of family honour. This is to cite only one
illustration.

Consequently, when thou traversest the regions of the world,
thou shalt conclude that all progress is the result of associa-
tion and co-operation, while ruin is the outcome of animosity
and hatred. Notwithstanding this, the world of humanity doth
not take warning, nor doth it awake from the slumber of heed-
lessness. Man is still causing differences, quarrels and strife in
order to marshal the cohorts of war and, with his legions, rush
into the field of bloodshed and slaughter.

7 Then again, consider the phenomenon of composition and de-

composition, of existence and non-existence. Every created
thing in the contingent world is made up of many and var-
ied atoms, and its existence is dependent on the composition
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of these. In other words, through the divine creative power
a conjunction of simple elements taketh place so that from
this composition a distinct organism is produced. The exis-
tence of all things is based upon this principle. But when
the order is deranged, decomposition is produced and disinte-
gration setteth in, then that thing ceaseth to exist. That is,
the annihilation of all things is caused by decomposition and
disintegration. Therefore attraction and composition between
the various elements is the means of life, and discord, decom-
position and division produce death. Thus the cohesive and
attractive forces in all things lead to the appearance of fruit-
ful results and effects, while estrangement and alienation of
things lead to disturbance and annihilation. Through affinity
and attraction all living things like plants, animals and men
come into existence, while division and discord bring about
decomposition and destruction.

Consequently, that which is conducive to association and at-
traction and unity among the sons of men is the means of the
life of the world of humanity, and whatever causeth division,
repulsion and remoteness leadeth to the death of humankind.

And if, as thou passest by fields and plantations, thou observest
that the plants, flowers and sweet-smelling herbs are growing
luxuriantly together, forming a pattern of unity, this is an evi-
dence of the fact that that plantation and garden is flourishing
under the care of a skilful gardener. But when thou seest it
in a state of disorder and irregularity thou inferrest that it
hath lacked the training of an efficient farmer and thus hath
produced weeds and tares.

It therefore becometh manifest that amity and cohesion are
indicative of the training of the Real Educator, and dispersion
and separation a proof of savagery and deprivation of divine
education.

A critic may object, saying that peoples, races, tribes and
communities of the world are of different and varied customs,
habits, tastes, character, inclinations and ideas, that opinions
and thoughts are contrary to one another, and how, therefore,
is it possible for real unity to be revealed and perfect accord
among human souls to exist?

In answer we say that differences are of two kinds. One is the
cause of annihilation and is like the antipathy existing among
warring nations and conflicting tribes who seek each other’s
destruction, uprooting one another’s families, depriving one
another of rest and comfort and unleashing carnage. The other
kind which is a token of diversity is the essence of perfection
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and the cause of the appearance of the bestowals of the Most
Glorious Lord.

Consider the flowers of a garden: though differing in kind,
color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch as they are refreshed by
the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of one wind,
invigorated by the rays of one sun, this diversity increaseth
their charm, and addeth unto their beauty. Thus when that
unifying force, the penetrating influence of the Word of God,
taketh effect, the difference of customs, manners, habits, ideas,
opinions and dispositions embellisheth the world of humanity.
This diversity, this difference is like the naturally created dis-
similarity and variety of the limbs and organs of the human
body, for each one contributeth to the beauty, efficiency and
perfection of the whole. When these different limbs and or-
gans come under the influence of man’s sovereign soul, and the
soul’s power pervadeth the limbs and members, veins and arter-
ies of the body, then difference reinforceth harmony, diversity
strengtheneth love, and multiplicity is the greatest factor for
coordination.

How unpleasing to the eye if all the flowers and plants, the
leaves and blossoms, the fruits, the branches and the trees of
that garden were all of the same shape and color! Diversity of
hues, form and shape, enricheth and adorneth the garden, and
heighteneth the effect thereof. In like manner, when divers
shades of thought, temperament and character, are brought
together under the power and influence of one central agency,
the beauty and glory of human perfection will be revealed and
made manifest. Naught but the celestial potency of the Word
of God, which ruleth and transcendeth the realities of all things,
is capable of harmonizing the divergent thoughts, sentiments,
ideas, and convictions of the children of men. Verily, it is the
penetrating power in all things, the mover of souls and the
binder and regulator in the world of humanity.

5 Praise be to God, today the splendour of the Word of God

hath illumined every horizon, and from all sects, races, tribes,
nations, and communities souls have come together in the light
of the Word, assembled, united and agreed in perfect harmony.
Oh! What a great number of meetings are held adorned with
souls from various races and diverse sects! Anyone attending
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these will be struck with amazement, and might suppose that
these souls are all of one land, one nationality, one community,
one thought, one belief and one opinion; whereas, in fact, one
is an American, the other an African, one cometh from Asia
and another from Europe, one is a native of India, another
is from Turkestan, one is an Arab, another a Tajik, another
a Persian and yet another a Greek. Notwithstanding such di-
versity they associate in perfect harmony and unity, love and
freedom; they have one voice, one thought and one purpose.
Verily, this is from the penetrative power of the Word of God!
If all the forces of the universe were to combine they would
not be able thus to gather a single assemblage so imbued with
the sentiments of love, affection, attraction and enkindlement
as to unite the members of different races and to raise up from
the heart of the world a voice that shall dispel war and strife,
uproot dissension and disputation, usher in the era of universal
peace and establish unity and concord amongst men.

26 Can any power withstand the penetrative influence of the Word

of God? Nay, by God! The proof is clear and the evidence is
complete! If anyone looketh with the eyes of justice he shall be
struck with wonder and amazement and will testify that all the
peoples, sects and races of the world should be glad, content
and grateful for the teachings and admonitions of Baha’u’llah.
For these divine injunctions tame every ferocious beast, trans-
form the creeping insect into a soaring bird, cause human souls
to become angels of the Kingdom, and make the human world
a focus for the qualities of mercy.

 Furthermore each and every one is required to show obedience,

submission and loyalty towards his own government. Today
no state in the world is in a condition of peace or tranquillity,
for security and trust have vanished from among the people.
Both the governed and the governors are alike in danger. The
only group of people which today submitteth peacefully and
loyally to the laws and ordinances of government and dealeth
honestly and frankly with the people, is none other than this
wronged community. For while all sects and races in Persia and
Turkestan are absorbed in promoting their own interests and
only obey their governments either with the hope of reward or
from fear of punishment, the Baha’is are the well-wishers of
the government, obedient to its laws and bearing love towards
all peoples.

Such obedience and submission is made incumbent and obliga-
tory upon all by the clear Text of the Abha Beauty. Therefore
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the believers, in obedience to the command of the True One,
show the utmost sincerity and goodwill towards all nations;
and should any soul act contrary to the laws of the government
he would consider himself responsible before God, deserving
divine wrath and chastisement for his sin and wrongdoing. It
is astonishing that, in spite of this, some of the officials of the
government consider the Baha'is to be ill-wishers while they re-
gard the members of other communities as their well-wishers.
Gracious God! Recently, when there was general revolution
and agitation in Tihran and in other provinces of Persia, it
was proven that not a single Baha’i had taken part nor inter-
vened in these affairs. For this reason they were reproached
by the ignorant because they had obeyed the command of the
Blessed Perfection and refrained absolutely from interference
in political matters. They were not associated with any party,
but busied themselves with their own affairs and professions
and discharged their own duties.

All the friends of God bear witness to the fact that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is, from every standpoint, the well-wisher of all govern-
ments and nations, and prayeth sincerely for their progress and
advancement, especially for the two great states of the east, for
these two countries are the native land and the place of exile of
Baha’ullah. In all epistles and writings he hath commended
and praised these two governments and hath supplicated di-
vine confirmations for them from the Threshold of the One
true God. The Abha Beauty—may my life be a sacrifice for His
loved ones—hath offered prayers on behalf of Their Imperial
Majesties. Gracious God! How strange that, notwithstanding
these conclusive proofs, every day some event transpireth and
difficulties arise. But we, and the friends of God, should on
no account slacken our efforts to be loyal, sincere and men of
good will. We should at all times manifest our truthfulness and
sincerity, nay rather, we must be constant in our faithfulness
and trustworthiness, and occupy ourselves in offering prayers
for the good of all.

O ye beloved of God, these are days for steadfastness, for firm-
ness and perseverance in the Cause of God. Ye must not focus
your attention upon the person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for erelong he
will bid you farewell. Rather must ye fix your gaze upon the
Word of God. If the Word of God is being promoted, rejoice
and be happy and thankful, though ‘Abdu’l-Baha himself be
threatened by the sword or burdened by the weight of chains
and fetters. For the Holy Temple of the Cause of God is im-
portant, not the physical body of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The friends
of God must arise with such steadfastness that if, at any mo-
ment, a hundred souls like ‘Abdu’l-Baha become the target for
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the arrows of affliction, they will not shift or waver in their re-
solve, their determination, their enkindlement, their devotion
and service in the Cause of God. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is himself a
servant at the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty and a mani-
festation of pure and utter servitude at the Threshold of the
Almighty. He hath no other station or title, no other rank or
power. This is my ultimate Purpose, my eternal Paradise, my
holiest Temple and my Sadratu’l-Muntaha. With the Abha
Blessed Beauty and the Exalted One, His Herald — may my
life be a sacrifice for Them both — hath ended the appearance
of God’s independent and universal Manifestation. And for
a thousand years all shall be illumined by His lights and be
sustained by the ocean of His favours.

O ye lovers of God! This, verily, is my last wish and my admo-
nition unto you. Blessed, therefore, is he who is aided by God
to follow that which is inscribed upon this scroll whose words
are sanctified from the symbols current amongst men.
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To: Ella G Cooper, in Oakland
Date: 1908-Aug-07

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Thy de-
tailed letter was received and its perusal brought the utmost
joy, for it proved that thou hast understood the reality of tests,
that the trials in God’s path are a cause of divine confirmation
for man—nay rather, they are a celestial power and a heavenly
gift. However, to the weak among the believers, trials are a
test and tribulation, for due to their weak faith and assurance,
they fall into severe testing. But to those souls who are firm
and steadfast, even the severest test is the greatest of gifts. Ob-
serve how examination in sciences and arts is a grave calamity
for the idle and ignorant pupil, while for the clever and knowl-
edgeable student, it is a source of honor and endless joy. For
base metal, the test of fire causes blackening, while for pure
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gold, the intensity of the flame brings forth beauty and bril-
liance. Thus, tests are trials for the weak and a cause of shame
and disgrace for the veiled.

The purpose is that in the path of truth, every difficulty is
easy and every trial is a matchless gift. Therefore, the friends
of God and the handmaidens of the Merciful must not flag in
the face of any trial, nor consider any affliction as an excuse to
fall short in service.

Convey my utmost longing to Dr. D. Evelyn on my behalf, and
likewise extend respectful greetings to Mrs. Hoagg. They are
two blessed beings and are dear and respected in the presence
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Thou hadst written that after thy return, thou didst record all
that thou hadst seen and heard, and heavenly assistance ar-
rived, and the teachings, like seeds, became green and verdant,
putting forth branches and leaves, and yielding blossoms and
fruit. Indeed, it is exactly as thou hadst written. Mr. Chase
is a blessed soul, pure and holy, engaged in serving the Cause
and is a herald of truth. Soon he shall achieve great success.

In regard to the dominance of evil spirits about which you in-
quired - how can evil spirits, who are deprived of eternal life,
have any influence? However, holy souls, since eternal life is
assured for them, their outpourings exist in all divine worlds.
When you were here, the answer was given thus: Holy souls,
after their ascension, have mighty influences and abundant out-
pourings established, and great effects ordained in all horizons
and souls. After separation from bodies, spirits do not take on
elemental physical form. What is imagined is the person’s own
discovery in receiving aid and grace from holy souls. When in
that state one becomes absent from self and immersed in the
ocean of attention, a spiritual condition free from body and
physicality appears to their view, and they think it is a body.
It is like dreams - in the dream world one sees various forms,
converses, and receives bounties, thinking in the dream state
that these are embodied temples and physical manifestations,
when in fact they are purely spiritual.
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i In brief, the reality of spirit is sanctified and exalted above

body and physical things, but like the dream world, its out-
pourings appear in physical forms and shapes. Similarly, in
states of discovery one sees spirits in physical forms and images.
To summarize, holy souls have a mighty influence and intense
effect, and their permanence and influence are not conditional
on physical existence and elemental composition. Observe that
during sleep, the human body and physical powers of hearing,
sight, smell, taste and touch are inactive, meaning all phys-
ical faculties are impaired. Despite this, the human reality
has spiritual life and spiritual powers have utmost influence in
making wonderful discoveries in East and West, perhaps un-
covering matters that will appear in the physical world after a
long time.

Thus it becomes clear that the human reality’s permanence and
influence are not conditional on the physical frame. Rather,
this physical frame is an instrument upon which the human
spirit casts its rays, like the sun shining upon a mirror making
it bright, and when the sun’s connection to the mirror is cut off,
the mirror becomes dark. Likewise, when the spirit’s outpour-
ing is cut off from the body, that instrument becomes idle. In
short, the human being is the spiritual reality, and that reality
penetrates all things, that reality discovers hidden mysteries,
that reality manifests all sciences, crafts, innovations and ef-
fects. All that you observe of human traces is a manifestation
of its perceptions, and it encompasses all things and perceives
all things. Observe these existing sciences, arts, crafts and in-
novations - there was a time when each was in the realm of the
unseen, unknown, a hidden secret and not understood. The
human spirit, since it encompasses all things, discovered and
perceived them, drawing them from the realm of the unseen to
the visible plane.

Thus it is proven and established that the the human spirit dis-
covers, perceives and encompasses all things, but the progress
of the soul after its ascension to the Kingdom is independent
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of place and time. Progress after ascension is progress in per-
fections, not in place - like the progress of a child from the
embryonic world to the world of maturity and reason, from
the world of ignorance to the world of knowledge, and from
the station of imperfection to the world of perfection. And
since divine perfections are infinite, therefore there is no limit
to the progress of the spirit.

As for what European and American historians have written
regarding Muhammad, the Messenger of God, most of it is slan-
der. Consider: could a person afflicted with epilepsy establish
such a mighty nation? Therefore the statements of European
historians regarding that holy Being are clearly false. Observe
that that noble Person was born among ignorant nomads in the
Arabian desert, associated and lived with them, and outwardly
received no education and was devoid of reading and writing.
Yet despite this, He established such a nation and laid down
such a law, and made statements on scientific matters with
supreme eloquence, and raised such a people from the depths
of ignorance and savagery to the highest degree of civilization
and prosperity, such that in Andalusia and Baghdad sciences,
knowledge, arts and innovations made extraordinary progress
in that age. Now is it possible that such an exalted Person
would be afflicted with epilepsy?

As for the Greatest Name, its influences in both physical and
spiritual matters are verified and established.

Regarding Paradise, which Muhammad described - these are
spiritual realities expressed in physical forms and images, for
at that time souls were not capable of comprehending spiritual
meanings. It is like Christ saying “I will not drink of this
fruit of the vine until I drink it new in my Father’s Kingdom.”
Now it is clear that Christ did not mean this grape, but rather
a spiritual state and divine perfection which He expressed as
grape. All that was revealed in the Quran is of this nature.

In the recent letter which stated “I am not Christ nor eternal”
and was translated - the meaning is “I am not Christ nor the
eternal God, but rather I am ‘Abdu’l-Baha.” This is its real-
ity. And certainly those souls who are under the shadow of
the Blessed Cause, who are faithful, assured and steadfast in
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the Covenant, and who act according to divine counsels and
exhortations, are all successful in attaining eternal life.

Pray at the Divine Threshold for the health of the esteemed
companion Mr. Cooper and console him. I hope he will be
assisted. Be not sorrowful. Be joyful through the grace and
bounty of the Blessed Beauty.

As for the materialization of spirits through a medium - one
who enters a trance-like state - in that state is like a person
who is asleep. Whatever they sense and perceive, they imagine
to be physical and material, whereas in reality what they see
is spiritual.

5 O handmaid of God! Set the people in motion through divine

glad tidings and quicken them with the celestial spirit of joy
and delight. The essential foundation is to turn towards the
Abha Kingdom and to be drawn to the Beauty of God. That
which exerts influence in the world of being is the love of God,
which is the spirit of life and the cause of salvation. Convey
to all the friends and handmaids of the All-Merciful the most
wondrous and glorious greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Date: 1908-Aug-07

O breezes of divine favors and O fragrances of holy mysteries!
Walft over the noblest of lands, the spot of the All-Merciful, the
dwelling place of the brilliant star shining upon all creation.

And O clouds of mercy and good-pleasure! Pass over the re-
gion of Shin in Iran and pour forth abundant rains and copious
tears flowing like torrents through valleys and plains upon that
purified grave, that illumined tomb, that perfumed shrine con-
taining the ambergris-scented body. Shower it with the rain
of forgiveness and greet it with the downpour of divine good-
pleasure, and say:
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Upon you be glory and upon you be praise, O noble branch
of the divine Lote-Tree, O graceful and upright twig of the ce-
lestial Tree, O shining lamp in the crystal of light, O ripened
fruit of the divine Tree! I testify that you were born of pure
loins and sanctified wombs, were nursed at the breast of grace,
grew up under the protection of divine care, were raised in the
lap of providence, reached maturity in the sheltering shade of
the majestic Tree, heard God’s call raised between earth and
heaven, answered the summons of the Lord of the highest heav-
ens, believed in the Most Exalted Lord, and gathered under the
banner of the Lord of the seen and unseen.

When the great resurrection arose, the earth quaked, the sky
split, the sun was folded up, the stars scattered, the path was
extended, the balance was set up, paradise drew near, the fires
blazed, the moons were cleft, news spread abroad, traces ap-
peared, veils were rent, the sun shone at high noon, the pea-
cock’s wings unfurled and the raven croaked - you hastened
to the right hand and disavowed the left, believed in the light
shining from the Most Glorious Kingdom, arose to serve your
Lord the Mighty, the Chosen One, and were gathered with the
righteous with a face radiating light.

You called to your Lord with a tongue overflowing with re-
membrance and a heart gushing with rivers, traveled to the
east and west of the earth, strove to exalt God’s word in its
south and north, associated with the sincere with a face re-
joicing at the dawning of the manifest light, comforted those
drawn near with a tongue flowing with the water of life, arose
to serve your Lord the All-Merciful, the Compassionate with a
strong and steadfast heart.

You attained the presence and heard the call and were ad-
dressed with speech sweeter than pure honey. You appeared
before the Luminary of the horizons, witnessed the dawning
splendor, entered the gathering of harmony, joined the chain
of lovers, shed copious tears, and saw what cannot be recorded
on pages - until the sun set at its burning point from eyes and
vision. Yet it had no setting or rising or absence, rather the
horizons were only covered by clouds of separation and absence,
and eyes were deprived of witnessing and seeing.
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I testify, O noble branch, that you were faithful to the
Covenant, proclaimed it among the people of fidelity, rejected
hypocrisy, avoided discord, gathered the fruits of faithfulness
from the Tree of Life growing in the Garden of Light, and
protected the mighty fortress from the arrows of the Covenant-
breakers and spears of the wayward - until you hastened to
the place where the blood of martyrs was shed and exerted
utmost effort to assist the weak offspring of those sacred souls
whose dust causes the angels of the Most Glorious Kingdom
to boast.

Then you strived toward the blessed and most exalted dwelling
place, the birthplace of the blessed Tree, the Primal Point, until
marriage was arranged between the Afnan and blessed Leaves
of the Sinai Tree. God granted you success in this, and due
to your lofty station and elevated rank, God ordained for you
to drink the cup of martyrdom and be martyred in the most
great arena. Congratulations to you for this cup mixed with
the camphor of bounty, and well done for this heavenly feast.
So thank your Most Exalted Lord for making the end of earthly
life like fragrant musk whose sweet breaths perfume all regions.

Blessed is the one who visits your musk-scented resting place
and circles your radiant grave in the most noble days, suppli-
cating God with humility and reverence, seeking forgiveness
and hoping for pardon and good-pleasure.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Alice R Beede
Date: 1908-Aug-10

O beloved handmaiden of the Lord! When the divine call was
raised from the Kingdom of Eternity and reached the ear of
the wise ones, the fire of the love of God did kindle both their
soul and conscience and they did rejoice through the breeze
wafting from the meadows of the Kingdom of God and gained
life anew and were baptised by the fire the love of God and the
spirit of life. It was born again and entered a new existence.

They who were deprived of hearing that call became even as
mouldering bones, bereft of the favours of the Lord of the King-
dom.

Thou who hast drunk thy fill from that boundless ocean and
hath come to recognise the Promised Beauty, must be assured
that through the loving kindness of the one true God, you will
receive His confirmations anew and shall gain a portion from
His ocean.
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To: May Maxwell
Date: 1908-Aug-10

O thou who art attracted to the Abha Beauty and the lover of
the Best Beloved!

At every moment I remember thee, turn in prayer to the divine
Kingdom, and ask boundless aid for thee.

O thou dear maidservant of God! If thou didst but know
with what bestowal and bounty thou hast been blessed, thou
wouldst surely free thyself from the world, spread thy wings
and soar in the atmosphere of joy and gladness.

The favours of the Abha Beauty surround thee: What more
dost thou want? The confirmations of the Supreme Concourse
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are at hand: What more dost thou seek? The grace of the
Lord is manifest: What more dost thou ask?

MAX.247-248

AB06945

To: Carrie C Haines, in Kansas City, MO
Date: 1908-Aug-12

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom!

Thy letter arrived and I became saddened by the distressing
news about thy dear son’s condition. I beseech the divine
threshold that he may, God willing, abandon drinking intoxi-
cants and be delivered from this terrible danger. It is a pity
that in the prime of youth he should become addicted to drink.
If he gives it up, he will become illumined, spiritual and con-
firmed by divine favors.

I will always pray: “O God! Protect Thy servants from drink-
ing wine and prevent them from intoxicants. O Lord! Remove
this affliction from the face of the earth until no trace of in-
toxicants remains and no mention of smoking tobacco is heard.
Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful.”

And upon all the handmaidens and loved ones be the Most
Glorious Glory.

BLO_ PT#003b

AB09177

To: H Mrs Brecklein, in Kansas City, MO
Date: 1908-Aug-12

O handmaid of God! Your brief letter was detailed, for it was
a clear proof of your love. One word that demonstrates the
love of God is a detailed book, and one melody raised in praise
and glorification of the Loving Lord is a matchless and peerless
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song. Therefore, from your letter a sweet melody reached the
ears of the spiritual ones.

Strive that each day you may find a new blessing and attain
to a fresh bounty. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BLO_ PT#003a

AB00666

To: Isabella D Brittingham, in Washington, DC
Date: 1908-Aug-13

O herald of the Kingdom!

Thy long letter has been carefully read and the contents under-
stood. It proved that thou art not reposing in heart, not still
in body and not silent in tongue; nay, rather, that thou art
ever occupied, day and night, in serving at the Threshold of
the Beauty of ABHA; that thou art employed in teaching the
Instructions and the Precepts of GOD, awakening the sleeping
ones, rousing the negligent, satisfying the thirsty with pure wa-
ter, and guiding those who have gone astray to the pathway of
salvation. These actions are those which are in reality worthy
of a beloved maid-servant of the Blessed Perfection.

Thou hast asked Me to pray and supplicate for thee at the
Threshold of GOD and to desire for thee a great blessing, that
thou mayest become a Divine Sign in this Ilustrious Cycle,
so that thou mayest minister unto the real spirituality and
cast a glory of agitation and activity which will exhilarate the
souls with the Breezes of the Paradise of ABHA. According to
thy wish, I prayed and implored at the Threshold of Oneness
and asked for thee this great Blessing and these Illustrious
Bounties.

Know that the blessings of the Kingdom of Abha are not de-
pendent upon the capacity and the worthiness of any one; the
blessings themselves are the worthiness. As the action itself,
when it reaches the thing acted upon, makes it (that which
is acted upon) the action,—so the blessings themselves then
become identical with worthiness. In like manner, when the
action itself descends upon the recipient, the recipient becomes
the action. For example, when an object becomes broken, the
action becomes realized in it. Under such circumstances, the
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recipient and that which is received—or capacity and blessings—
are one. Therefore the blessings of the Kingdom of Abha are
not enchained by any fetters. The Kingdom gives the drop the
influence of the sea, and the mote that of the sun. As thou
hast already beheld, God has arisen, and some souls who were
less than drops become like the waves of the great sea and
manifested a storm equal to that of the ocean: in such cases
worthiness is of no importance.

In regard to going to Persia: consult with the near maid-
servant Lua about it and perform what you both think best.

i Give my yearning greetings to thy beloved and honorable hus-

band. I will always pray to the Great Kingdom for him and
ask for him blessings and assistance. I hope his money troubles
will become better.

Thou hast written that thy health was broken. Give thanks
unto GOD that thy soul is in great health and strength and
that thou hast attained to the Eternal Cure!

Convey My longing greetings to Dr. Moody and be very kind
and loving to her. I hope that she will sow some seeds which
will become a harvest. The kindness she has shown to you and
the attention she has paid you are the cause of her advancement
towards the Kingdom.

Give My best greetings, with perfect spirituality, to Mr. and
Mrs. Dahl, and give them also My warmest and indescribable
love. I am very pleased with them for having been so kind to
you.

Give my respectful greetings to Mrs. Harman (?) and say to
her that the captive of the Holy Spirit is exempt from every
captivity and when the eyes attain to the real perception, they
will realize the greatness of this Great Cause.

Deliver My longing greetings to Dr. Berlin and say to him that
although he is old in body, yet, thanks be to GOD, he is young
in spirit, and although the eyes have become feeble, thanks be
to GOD, the perception is strong, and although the power of
the body is decreasing, yet, thanks be to GOD, the spiritual
power is developing and increasing.

The maid-servant of GOD, Elizabeth Stewart, is permitted to
come, because of her kindness to you, for you were the one who
asked for her the permission to come.
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To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Aug-18

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter
arrived and the events became known, although they were
known from the beginning and were explicitly written about
two years ago, and all events were revealed from the Pen of
the Covenant several years ago. If you can obtain the politi-
cal treatise printed in Bombay, you should definitely promote
it, and consider the letter that was written to the Spiritual
Assembly two years ago.

Today the loved ones of God must all arise with all their powers
to diffuse the divine fragrances and exalt the Word of God.
They must sacrifice their transient days for eternal life and
expend their physical comfort in the path of spiritual glad-
tidings. The days are passing and life in this world is without
benefit or fruit unless one sacrifices life and head in the Most
Great Cause and ultimately raises the banner of sacrifice in
the altar of love.

You had written that the government has strictly emphasized
that large gatherings should not be held in any place. This
is a general order - the loved ones of God must obey it, but
with the utmost effort they must teach individually and not
lose time and count the days as precious, for it has become
evident and proven to all that the Baha’is are well-wishers and
extremely kind to all parties, averse to conflict and contention,
and far from prejudice and ulterior motives.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Be loving to all peoples
with heart and soul, and show true and heartfelt kindness to
all parties with perfect sincerity - not mere civility. Become
intimate with stranger and friend alike, and the confidant of
every destitute and wandering soul. Do not hurt anyone’s feel-
ings and do not utter an unkind word. If you observe human
virtues and godly conduct in someone, praise them; otherwise
maintain silence. This is the way of the people of Baha. This
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is the melody of the Concourse on High. This is the cry of “O
what bliss! O what bliss!”

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Aug-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
whatsoever flowed from the pen of this wanderer two or three
years ago has now all appeared in the realm of existence and the
mysteries have become evident, so that all may become awak-
ened and aware that this pen is divinely aided and inspired.
Glory be to God! Despite the explicit statements, some souls
took matters lightly and were not deterred by clear prohibition.
Likewise, many souls expressed astonishment that such a thing
would be impossible - given the ultimate influence and power
of the clergy and the intensity of party dominance and the as-
cendancy of the societies - how could this matter be reversed,
the mighty become abased and the victors become vanquished?
Praise be to God that whatever was explicitly written became
verified and evident after several years. A detailed letter about
this matter was written to the Spiritual Assembly about two
years ago, but for wisdom’s sake it was not disclosed. Surely
those endowed with understanding are aware of it. But the
victors must appreciate the value of this divine confirmation
so that success may continue - “If ye be thankful, I will surely
increase you.”

In any case, the friends must show perfect obedience and sub-
mission to the government. They must not associate with any
society at any time, nor harmonize with political parties. They
must not interfere in political matters whatsoever. Rather,
they should seek fellowship through holy fragrances and spend
their time in spiritual attractions. They should be the essence
of sanctity and the spirit of detachment. They should kindle
the fire of the love of God and, with the flame of Sinai, burn
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away the veils of hearts and vision. They should sing melodies
in the rose garden of divine unity and, in the paradise of sanc-
tification, occupy themselves with praising and glorifying the
Glorious Lord.

Jinab-i-Amin offers utmost praise for your outstanding ser-
vices, that praise be to God, you are succeeding with perfect
strength in servitude to the Threshold of the Divine Unity and
are benevolent toward all humanity from every direction. I
hope that you will always be confirmed and assisted. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Hubbiyyih Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1908-Aug-18

O maidservant of God! Any soul that is freed from this
ephemeral world - one should celebrate with joy and gladness
his freedom, not engage in sighs and lamentations. One must
cry and lament the life of this world, not the transfer to an
eternal kingdom and the attainment of everlasting life. Thus
He says in the holy verse: “Yearn ye then for death if you are
men of truth.”!

Therefore thou shouldst not be saddened, laden with grief, dis-
consolate nor sit dejected. Put all thy trust in God and be
content with His decrees. Verily the patient ones will have
their reward without measure.

These tragedies are divine tests, one must remain firm and
steadfast and patient under every great affliction. One must
follow the example of God’s holy ones and walk in the steps
of those who are near to the divine threshold. Think about
their afflictions so that every affliction becomes easy and every
day with the utmost humility, meekness and supplication and
imploring recite this prayer:

O my God, O my God! My tribulations have become grievous
and my troubles and pain have increased and I have fallen in
the greatest of calamities. O my God! Enable me to be patient,
contented and pleasing unto Thee, full confident in Thy grace

LQur’an 62:5.
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and mercy, mentioning Thy praises, thanking Thee upon all
the tribulations that come to me, yearning Thy presence, at-
tracted to Thy beauty, ignited with the fire of Thy love. Verily
Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great and Thou art the
Compassionate and Merciful.
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AB05142

To: Haji Mulla Muhammad (Kushkbagh), in Mashhad
Date: 1908-Aug-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Even though a myr-
iad afflictions, many calamities and untold tests hath befallen
thee yet since these were all met in the path of God they are
conducive to the happiness of thy soul and the tranquillity of
thy conscience. Render thanks to God that thou hast been the
target of all these tests, these afflictions, and great calamities.

Wert thou to observe these happenings with the eye of truth
thou wouldst see that this calamity is the essence of His gifts,
this adversity a pure bounty; thou wouldst recognise that this
detriment is a veritable gain and this loss a source of endless
profit.

Consider the past. What were the results of the oppressors’
wrongdoings and what were the consequences in the lives of
those that suffered and were afflicted at their hands? The
impious Yazid and the sinful Walid crawled on their hands
and knees to their pit of perdition and His holiness the Prince
of Martyrs is still shining from the sublime horizon of eternal

glory.

Thus it is manifest that tribulation in the path of God proffers
to our lips the true chalice of His gifts and adversity is the
outer form of His loving providence. How great the happiness
of the one who hath adhered unto thereunto.
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AB11058

To: Mirza Fadlullah Sabit, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Aug-18

Thou hast written regarding thy meeting with... He hath writ-
ten that he desireth to teach thee one of the crafts and show
thee affection and consideration. We beseech God that this
purpose may be attained, and thou wilt learn such a skill, for
according to the divine ordinances, every person must acquire
a craft.

COC#0012x

AB00604

To: Asadullah Manshads
Date: 1908-Aug-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was precious
and contained sweet expressions. Its reading brought joy and
its contents revealed the essence of explanation. You had re-
lated three dreams, for which I will write a brief interpretation
as there is no time for detail. The cruel murderer took up
the saw of oppression and injustice and wished to cut down
the sapling of the Abha Paradise and the Tree of the Ultimate
Boundary, but met with disappointment. They became de-
spondent and beseeched you that those two great ones - the
Blessed Beauty and His Holiness the Exalted One, may my
spirit be sacrificed for them both - would forgive them, and
you brought to mind for their sake that oppression and cru-
elty, meaning they must inevitably meet the consequences of
their deeds, as you observe how they became afllicted and fell
into utter abasement, burning in painful torment and the fire
of hell.

As for those two vessels brimming with spiritual wine, this
indicates that from that family two blessed souls will appear
who will become the cause of joy and delight to all the world,
bestowing spiritual ecstasy and offering the divine wine. Praise
be to God, the vessels were broken and the wine was spilled,
and the earth received its share from the cup of the generous
ones. That wine is the rain of the Lord’s mercy which, God
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willing, will encompass East and West. And that bridge is the
path of the Covenant and the span of the Testament which
is the means of salvation, moving by the will of the Lord of
Verses.

As for the second dream, that luminous full moon will, God
willing, become an intimate companion and seek fellowship.
And as for the third dream, those hosts are the heavenly army
and the forces of the Supreme Concourse, and the greatest of
those hosts and forces are the martyrs in God’s path. It is
certain that Jinab-i-Shatir and Ali-Akbar were cleansed and
purified from the filth of this vain world by the water of pu-
rification, and were resurrected in utmost delicacy, purity and
cleanliness, and with perfect joy they gave the true answer that
“We are alive and enduring, and none has power to eliminate
and destroy us,” for the hosts of the Supreme Concourse arose
to their assistance. “Think not of those who are slain in God’s
path as dead. Nay, they are living, with their Lord they have
provision.”

Regarding the water you have dedicated to the martyrs to be
used at the pure resting place of the martyred Shatir Hasan
and the martyred Jinab-i-Aqa Asadu’llah, this dedication is
most acceptable and a means of drawing near in the court of
the Divine Unity. Concerning the promissory note of Jinab-i-
Aqa Mirza Siyavush, since your seal is on the note, Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyavush is in the right, even though his father received and
spent the amount, for that amount is also owed by your seal.
Therefore, pay that debt however possible, even if from the
value of the water you have dedicated.

My Lord and my hope! Thou seest me with my face in the
dust, prostrate before Thy countenance, bowing before Thy
presence, submissive at the gate of Thy oneness, humble be-
fore Thee, supplicating between Thy hands, that Thou forgive
the parents of this servant who is attracted by the fragrances
of Thy holiness and enkindled with the fire of Thy love, and
that Thou ordain all good for his companion and those related
to him. Lord! Have mercy upon them through Thy grace and
favor, and pardon them through Thy generosity and gift. Ver-
ily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou
hast ever been mighty over all things.

Convey my utmost longing to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ali-Akbar
Rafsanjani. I hope that through divine grace and bounty he
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may become the manifestation of infinite favors. And upon
him be greetings and praise.
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To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Aug-19

O ancient companion, your letter arrived and its contents were
noted. Since our separation, multiple letters were sent, both in
my own hand and by scribe. Apparently some did not arrive,
including one letter stating that you should immediately travel
to Hamadan to identify and repair the holy resting place of
the Most Truthful Name of God there, and recite a visitation
prayer on behalf of Abdul-Baha. If none was revealed by the
Supreme Pen, this servant would write and send one so that
you and a group could visit by proxy. No response was received.

Now, the prayer that was written regarding the mother, which
mentioned His Holiness the Most Truthful Name of God and
was sent previously with no confirmation of receipt, is being
sent again for you to read and observe what expressions and
praise have issued from the Pen of the Covenant.

As for the matter of instructions - the instruction is that you
must engage in teaching the Cause of God. Currently Baku is
very receptive - you should enter under another pretext, asso-
ciate with strangers, open your tongue in teaching and guide
souls to the divine law. This is what today attracts magnetism
of divine confirmation and the attractive power of success.

On the 28th of Sha’ban, the day of martyrdom of His Holiness
the Exalted One (may my soul be sacrificed for Him), a group
of divine friends should visit on behalf of this servant the il-
lumined graves of the martyrs and fragrant tombs of those
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near to the Divine Threshold in Tehran, as representatives of

Abdul-Baha.

5 And if possible, nine people should go to the city of Qum to

visit by proxy the fragrant grave of the one near to the Divine
Threshold, Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih, for that noble person and ac-
cepted servant at the Threshold of the Lord, during his gover-
norship in Isfahan, rendered a service to the Sacred Threshold
of His Holiness the Exalted One (may my soul be sacrificed for
Him) - that is, for several days he protected and safeguarded
the Bab from the interference of the evil clergy. Therefore
at the Supreme Threshold and Divine Court he is the most
favored of ministers.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Hasan Ishtihardi, in Iran
Date: 1908-Aug-19

O servant of God! Praise be to God that what flowed from the
Pen of the Covenant was witnessed and made manifest. His
Imperial Majesty the Shah was confirmed and assisted, and the
evil divines were unable to create any breach in the affairs of
the monarchy. Glory be to God! These souls who are incapable
of managing their own affairs - how can they become the axis of
government and engage in the administration and organization
of the country? The loved ones of God must occupy themselves
night and day with prayers and well-wishing for His Imperial
Crowned Majesty, that he may be assisted to exercise justice
and fairness and be confirmed in promoting laws of protection
and equality, so that this confirmation may endure.

O my God, my God! I raise my cry with glorification and praise
to the threshold of grandeur, and I utter a cry that would move
the most solid rock. I beg for forgiveness and pardon for the
parents of this penitent servant, the namesake of Hasan who
was drawn to the expanse of the Gate. O Lord! Forgive them
both through Thy pardon and bounty. Verily Thou art the
Pardoner, the Forgiver of sins, the Accepter of repentance, the
Merciful, the Compassionate.
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O servant of God! The three shares of the inherited property
which thou didst dedicate as an endowment for the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar was accepted at the Divine Threshold. That vision is
evidence that thou wilt draw near to the Divine Threshold and
receive thy portion and share from all things through the favors
of the Peerless Lord. Concerning what thou didst write about
the education of children, it is obligatory and essential. If the
father has the capacity and means - otherwise “God does not
burden any soul beyond its capacity” - the father must strive
to the extent possible to educate the child so that he will not
be deprived of the gift of knowledge and learning.
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Sharh-i-Fass-i-Nigin (on the Ringstone Symbol)
To: Muhammad Ali Mahallati, in Paris
Date: 1908-Aug-20

For some time past thou hast been engaged in service in Paris.
Though the toil and hardship be great, yet it is service unto
thy Lord and the perfecting of the art of healing in that land;
wherefore it beseemeth thee to render the utmost thanksgiving
for so precious a bounty. For by the aid and grace of God such
means have been provided that thou shouldst abide in Paris
and sacrifice thy precious self in the path of the Divine Cause.

Deal with Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Asadu’llah with the utmost for-
bearance and consideration until Mir Nasir arriveth. Ere the
coming of Mir Nasir, thy departure is not permissible. This per-
son is highly dear in the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for he is of the
Khamsih Siyyids, upon whom, in the Blessed Days, the loving-
kindness of the Ancient Beauty was continually bestowed, and
in whose behalf many Tablets from the Most Great Name were
revealed.

3 This occurrence that hath come to pass, and these afflictive
conditions, have arisen from the intensity of thought and
anxiety, of labor and earnest striving in affairs; yet an
all-compelling wisdom lieth hidden herein, which shall ere
long be made manifest.
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As regards the explanation of Monsieur Angelmann (?7) con-
cerning the writing of the Greatest Name on the ringstone,
although it is fairly close to the truth, yet he should ponder
the matter most deeply and meditate thoroughly upon it. It
is made up of two letter ba’s and four ha’s. The interpretation
of the ba has been written in explanation of the words, Bism
Allah al-rahman al-rahim. Since it is a very detailed explana-
tion, it is unnecessary to repeat it here; you must refer to it.
The repetition of the ba indicates the station of the Hidden
and Manifest. As for the four ha’s, these are the pillars of the
Temple of Unity, and together add up to ten, for one and two
make three, three and three six, six and four, ten; this station
is referred to in the verse of the Qur’an: “We completed them
with ten” (Qur’an 7:142: “And We appointed a meeting with
Moses for 30 nights, which We completed with ten other nights,
so that his whole time with His Lord amounted to 40 nights”).

Moreover, the numerical equivalent of the letter ha [itself] is
five. This ha is the ha of the reality (huwiyyat) and essence
of the Most Merciful, which is manifest and clear in the num-
ber five, which is the numerical equivalent of the word “Bab”.
Therefore, in the Greatest Name as it appears on the ringstone
symbol, the ba has been joined with the ha.

i Likewise, the Greatest Name is manifest in that symbol, its nu-

merical equivalent being nine, for nine is the numerical equiv-
alent of Baha. Multiply it by the word Bab, which equals five,
that is nine times five, which makes 45. In the same manner,
multiply the five, which is the number of Bab, by nine, which is
the number of Baha — that is 45. This number is the numerical
equivalent of the word Adam (Adam).

Likewise, when you add together the units which make up the
number nine, they equal 45 — one and two is three, three and
three is six, six and four ten, ten and five 15, 15 and six 21, 21
and seven 28, 28 and eight 36, 36 and nine 45. In the same way,
if you add up the units in the number Bab [5], they come to 15
— one and two make three, three and three make six, six and
four ten, ten and five 15, which is equivalent to the number of
Hawa (Eve), which is in agreement with the tradition, “I and
‘Ali are the parents of this people”.

The meaning of Adam is the reality that bestows bounties, is
manifest and active, for in him are comprised the outward man-
ifestations of the divine names and attributes, and the various
states of the All-Merciful. Eve is the reality that is dependent,
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on which bounties are bestowed, which is subservient and in-
fluenced, for it is under the influence of all the divine names
and attributes. This, then, is nearer to the inner mystery of
the arrangement of the ringstone symbol.

Know also that the three horizontal lines represent the World
of God, the World of Command, and the World of Creation,
for they are the sources of the [divine] influences. The World
of God is the source of the grace of the Almighty; the World of
Command is the pure and refined mirror in which the Sun
of Reality is manifested; and the World of Creation is the
source of the acquisition of effulgences which appear through
the medium of the Most Great Channel, that is, the recipient
of the grace of God and the bestower of grace upon created
things.

Since the true ba, which is the universal reality, passes down
through the three grades from the highest summit to the lowest
centre and shines forth in each grade, it is the unifier and
revealer of all the worlds. On the horizon of ancient grandeur,
two brilliant stars are shining and luminous: one star is on
the right, the other on the left. And this great mystery is the
two shapes that have been drawn upon the left and right of the
Greatest Name on the ringstone symbol. The mystery concerns
the manifestation of Baha’'u’llah and the Bab. Although the
two shapes on right and left are in the form of a star, they refer
nevertheless to the Temple of Man, which consists of a head
and arms and two legs.

Upon thee rest the Glory of Glories.
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To: Baha’is of Qazvin
Date: 1908-Aug-20

O friends and handmaidens of the Most Glorious Beauty! From
the dawn of the Manifest Light, the city of Qazvin was adorned
with the lights of recognition and the radiant flame of the love
of God. From the beginning of the Cause, precious souls were
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raised up who were characterized by faith and certitude, who
gathered beneath the banner of sanctity. They heard the call
and witnessed the greatest signs, reached the ultimate goal of
the chosen ones, rushed forth into the arena of sacrifice, cut
themselves free from all save God, and shone like the morning
star from the horizon of steadfastness and constancy. Happy
are they! Blessed are they! Joy be to them! Glad-tidings be
to them! Well is it with them! Victory be theirs!

In all tests and successive trials they arose with the ut-
most steadfastness, adorned their hearts with firmness and
constancy, and sought martyrdom in the field of sacrifice.
When the Sun of Truth shed its rays, those pure mirrors of
their hearts instantly reflected its light. When the call was
raised, without hesitation or delay they immediately cried out
“Yea, O my Lord, yea!” And when the pillars of the world
were shaken by the ascension of the Desired One - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - and the most great
calamity raised its banner at the center of contingent being,
and all existence burst into lamentation and crying, and
the sea of tests surged with utmost turbulence and tumult,
they remained supremely firm and steadfast in the Covenant,
resolute in the Testament, and kept their distance from the
people of violation.

Likewise, ‘Abdu’l-Baha ever catches the sweet fragrance of love
and unity wafting from that climate of faithfulness, and for
this reason the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful are
infinitely pleased and delighted. O divine friends! Arrange
gatherings of fellowship and like the trees of paradise bring
forth the fruits of love. Rest in the shade of the Sacred Tree
and scatter the fragrant musk of mysteries to the world and
its peoples, wafting perfumed breezes to all nostrils.

O handmaidens of the Merciful! You are the cherished maid-
servants at the threshold of the One, attracted and enthralled
and stirred with passion for the Beauty of the All-Merciful.
Therefore strive night and day to chant the verse of unity in
the gatherings of the handmaidens of the Merciful and guide
other women to this spring of life. I will pray for you and
beseech divine grace and bounty for heavenly assistance and
confirmation. I hope that you will kindle an ever-greater flame
and progress moment by moment. And upon you be the most
glorious Glory.
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To: Daughters of Samandar et al.
Date: 1908-Aug-20

O true friends and cherished handmaidens of God! His honor
Aqga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, with utmost eagerness, enthusiasm
and speed set out to visit the Blessed Shrine. However, before
reaching its vicinity he was prevented and compelled to jour-
ney and travel to the Egypt of Joseph. He resided there and
did not return, showing steadfastness and firmness. For a long
period he remained patient and settled in the land of Egypt
until the earthquake in the Holy Land subsided somewhat and
the clamor of the hostile ones quieted a bit. As soon as the
surveillance was lifted, he presented himself and for some time
in this luminous spot sought fellowship with the divine friends
and ‘Abdu’l-Baha and attained the blessing of visiting the Sa-
cred Threshold. In truth he endured great hardship and bore
extraordinary difficulties, but ultimately reached his goal and
spent days in this Most Great Prison in the utmost joy and
delight with the friends. Now he has permission to return to
convey the good news of release from prison to the friends and
become the cause of happiness and joy for the divine friends.

Praise be to God, the aforementioned gentleman and all that
family are connected to the special favors of the All-Merciful.
All are under the extended shade and are trusted and bound
to the praiseworthy station and are manifestations of evident
grace and dawning-places of the favors of the Loving, the
Beloved. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

O God! O Thou Who singles out for Thy mercy whomsoever
Thou willest and assists Thy male and female servants with
whatsoever Thou willest! Thou givest to whom Thou willest
and withholdest from whom Thou willest. Thou enlightenest
whom Thou willest and humblest whom Thou willest. Ver-
ily Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Bountiful. O
Lord! These are a blessed family who have become related
to the Tree of Thy Oneness and connected to the Tree of Thy
Unity. Assist them to attain exalted nobility, mighty glory and
wondrous bounty, that their trees may become verdant, their
flowers bloom and their fruits reach perfection in the season of
spring. Verily Thou art the Strong, the Firm, and verily Thou
art the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, and verily Thou art
the Mighty, the Generous.
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We long with heart and soul to see His Honor Samandar, the
kindled fire, and remember him day and night, and we beseech
the Blessed Beauty and the Great Announcement that he may
be assisted and confirmed in all affairs. Verily my Lord hath
made him a sign of guidance among the people that he may
remind them of the days of God, the King, the Strong, the
Mighty.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Javad Qazvini
Date: 1908-Aug-20

O my Lord, my God, O Light of Lights, Center of Mysteries,
and Attractor of the hearts of the righteous! With a pounding
heart and flowing tears I implore You and beseech You to send
down every good upon Your servant who is attracted to Your
beauty and who has lowered his wings before Your majesty,
who has believed in You and Your verses, heard Your words,
was quickened by Your breaths, was stirred by the breezes of
Your gardens, witnessed Your lights, discovered Your mysteries,
responded to Your call when it was raised from Your heaven,
stood firm in Your love, remained steadfast in Your Cause,
spoke in Your praise, and walked the straight path drawn to
You, speaking of Your bounty, calling to You and proclaiming
Your Name.

O Lord, protect him from every arrow, shield him from the
darts of pain, admit him to the cave of security, make him
abide in the paradise of peace, assist him with the hosts of in-
spiration, expand his breast through grace and bestowal, over-
shadow that family with Your divine Lote Tree, encompass
them with Your heavenly favors, preserve them in the protec-
tion of Your safekeeping, watch over them with the eye of Your
care, and admit them to the fortress of Your help and protec-
tion. Verily You are the All-Glorious, the Most Holy, the King,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O longtime friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! You are always in my
thoughts, and my tongue and heart are occupied with your
remembrance and familiar with the mention of your name, for
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you are an old friend and in Iraq we were intimate companions.
In those days under the shade of the Divine Unity we were
companions in utmost joy and embrace, intoxicated and bewil-
dered by the wine of the favors of the Blessed Beauty. The joy
of those days, the delights of those times, and the companions
of that period will never be forgotten from memory, but rather
moment by moment become dearer, more pleasant and sweeter.
Convey to all that family on behalf of this wanderer the Most
Glorious and Most Splendid Greetings. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Hasan Ali Shirazi, in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1908-Aug-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The perfumed letter
which thou hadst written to his honor Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali was
perused in the Garden of Ridvan. Today we are gathered with
all the friends in the Garden of Ridvan, engaged in the mention
of the All-Merciful and finding intimacy, and moment by mo-
ment we find joy and delight in remembering the divine friends
and mentioning the beloved ones of the All-Merciful. In truth,
today all the friends are present in this Garden of Ridvan in
heart and soul as confidants and intimate companions, witness-
ing and harmonious. Divine grace and bounty has joined hand
in hand the friends of East and West, intoxicated them with
the wine of the love of God, and brought them to excitement
and fervor through the melody of the Concourse on High.

For some time ‘Abdu’l-Baha was forbidden to go out and de-
prived of attaining the Holy Threshold, and from every direc-
tion there was intense pressure and attacks from hostile people
increasing day by day, until the situation became so constricted
that the Most Great Prison came to lamentation and crying,
wailing and moaning. Suddenly the hand of power broke the
chains and fetters and opened the gates, and “they plotted and
God plotted, and God is the best of plotters” became manifest.
Divine power removed the restrictions and bonds from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and placed them with utmost severity upon the necks of
the hostile ones. Those who put us in bonds are now bound,
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and those who kindled this fire are now in hell. “Their plot re-
coiled upon their own necks” - verily thy Lord is ever watchful.
“Think not God to be heedless of what the workers of iniquity
do” and “those who act unjustly shall soon know what fate
they shall meet.” And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06920

To: Rida Quli Mirza Shirazi
Date: 1908-Aug-20

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Rejoice in
the remembrance of thy Lord, in that He hath strengthened
thee, guided thee, delivered thee, saved thee, caused thee to
hear, quickened thee, bestowed His favors upon thee, granted
thee His gifts, and honored thy dwelling place. Verily thy Lord
guideth whom He willeth unto the straight path.

2 Blessed art thou for this supreme guidance. Glad-tidings be
unto thee for this mighty gift. Joy be unto thee for this be-
stowal which the people of wisdom seek after. Happiness be
unto thee for this bounty which is an inexhaustible treasure.
Delight be unto thee for this radiance which hath illumined
the horizons.

3 Therefore thank thy Glorious Lord for this great bounty, this
manifest victory and this ancient grace. Verily His favor upon
thee is like the pouring, streaming rain from the cloud of the
mercy of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

ki SV 3 236 g Ly s
5 a5 ST 5 ST Sl S
J\ﬂvj\,;{w}@rg\,;;w

e Lo A1 T or s SO, O

SIS wablode e I b
pdn o S Tegb 5 Lalidl ma ) ods e
o Sl a3 Ul by )l
&T),ﬂ,@y;fenj\:«;wm
GBYI LU il 3) 21 s e

5 M gl Vs el O, K2
She dzb O ead) Gadl 5 o) )
Sy ey ol e Ll LU 2K
= o)

¥ S

INBAR&7:161, INBA52:158b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 36


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=132
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=163
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=160

V]

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part II (Aug-Dec and other)

ABO01270

AB01270

To: Abutalib (Khurasan) et al., in Ridvan, Iran
Date: 1908-Aug-23

O friends of God! One must raise up a spiritual joy, a divine
gladness, a heavenly delight and a godly melody, for the hosts
of the Most Great Victory are arriving from the Abha Kingdom
regiment by regiment, and the morn of divine confirmations
is dawning repeatedly, and the life-giving breeze of favors is
blowing continuously, and the call of truth has thrown East
and West into commotion, and the cry of “O Glory of the

Most Glorious!” has caused the pillars of the world to tremble.

In every spot on the face of the earth, gatherings of the loved
ones are organized and arranged, and the melody of the lute
and string and song is raised with “Glory be to God!” and
“God is Most Great!”, and the song of the Concourse on High
reaches the ears of both the noble and the lowly.

Despite these bounties and the appearance of these matters,
patience and calm are not warranted, and silence and quiet are
not fitting. The thankful birds are in song and melody, and
the birds of dawn are intimate companions with the melody of
the Abha Kingdom. Despite this mighty bounty, the longtime
friends must strike up a song and play a melody that will bring
East and West to ecstasy and delight. Patience and composure
bring weakness and weariness, and silence and quiet increase
torpor and melancholy. For those of the Kingdom, “Glory be
to God!” and “God is Most Great!” are befitting, and for
those of the Realm of Might the melody of “O Glory of the
Most Glorious!” is necessary night and day.

O friends! The time has come to raise the commotion of the
Abha Kingdom in the land of dust, and to engage in the melody
of the Supreme Concourse. Speak ye and sing ye and play ye
until rock and clay are affected and granite stone is influenced
by the emanations of the Abha Kingdom.

5 My God, my God! These are birds soaring in the atmosphere of

Thy love, and souls attracted to the Kingdom of Thy Oneness,
and trees bearing fruit in the garden of Thy knowledge, and fish
swimming in the pools of Thy bounty, and lions prowling in the
thickets of Thy guidance, and flowers adorning the meadows of
Thy knowledge. Lord! Illumine their sight with the witnessing
of the lights, and make firm their hearts in beholding the signs,
and brighten their faces with the light of radiance, and deliver
their moons from the darkness of waning, and cause their stars
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to shine in the dawning-places of harmony, and make them
chanters of the verses of guidance and speakers of the Most
Beautiful Names. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Precious,
the Bestowing, the All-Bountiful. There is no God but Thee,
the Giving, the Powerful, the All-Forgiving.
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AB05744

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Aug-23

O Fadil! Thy letter was received, and from its contents it
appeared that thou art residing in the same abode as the be-
reaved family of the one who is established upon the seat of
truth in the presence of Thy Lord and amongst the Concourse
on high, his honour Sadru’s-Sudur - upon him rest the glory
of God, the All-Glorious. Thou shouldst of course treat them
with the utmost care and respect, for this will attract divine
blessings and confirmations.

Think not that thou art ever forgotten. We never cease to
remember and mention thee. Value then this bounty, yield
thanks, and preserve this station.

Become wholly detached from all save God and free from aught
but Him. Recite the verses of divine unity and magnify the
Lord of peerless glory, “that Thou mayest turn every mention
and invocation of mine into a single invocation, and engage me
forever in Thy service”.

Upon thee be the glory of glories.
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ABO05567

To: Muhammad Kulah Darrihi, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Aug-23

O servant of the one true God! The sweetness of honey was
tasted in the contents of thy musk laden letter for it indicated
thy faith, thy certitude and thy firmness in the Covenant.

Thou hast complained of being deprived of the company of the
friends but when thou art engaged in serving thy mother and
other relatives, this too is obedience to the command of God.
This too will cause thee to attain the good pleasure of God.
Even if thou art deprived, thou art also confirmed.

Turn thou thy face towards the Kingdom of Abha at all times
and seek help from His grace so that thou mayest succeed in
achieving both these gifts. Beg of the Lord of Oneness that thy
highest hopes may be realised and that thou mayest acquire
both these bounties.
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AB03458

To: Juliet Thompson
Date: 1908-Sep-03

O maid-servant of the Beauty of ABHA!

The valued epistle was received and the contents understood.
By its reading and perusal the utmost of spirit and fragrance
was obtained, for it indicated that during the period of cessa-
tion of communication, no failure obtained in the delivery of
the Word of God.

O servant of the Kingdom! Know for a certainty that this light
of reality shall eventually envelop the world, illuminating the
East and the West entirely.

That dear maid-servant of God [i.e., thyself] is in reality the
servant of the Cause of God and in future thou wilt be more
confirmed.

I pray for ...
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Convey my great respect to the attracted maid-servants of God,
Mrs...and Mrs..., and say: “Praise God for having found the
treasury of the Kingdom and that in the Threshold of the King-
dom of the Lord ye are very dear and are of the maid-servants
of the Beauty of ABHA.”

Convey my messages to his honor ...and say: “Thank God
that thou became a sign of the divine blessing and the cause
of guiding the people. I hope day by day thou wilt become
more illumined and eloquent until thou mayest guide a great
number of people.”

TAB.701-702

AB02591

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1908-Sep-0/

O thou attracted one of the Kingdom!

The epistle was received; likewise the enclosed epistle was read.
The personage (Mr...) is in reality enraptured with the truth
and seeketh the discovery of the mysteries of God. His inten-
tion is blessed and his efforts (directed toward) the develop-
ment of the world of humanity.

The various sects who today consider themselves servants of the
world of humanity are possessed of good intention, but they are
inert, not active; captive, not free; silent, not eloquent; slow,
not fast. They have sluggish movement and great intention.
These two do not agree (or unite).

Many a good intention was there in the world of existence
which left not trace, for it was not confirmed by the effective
power. But the good intentions of the beloved of God and
the merciful projects of the real friends are enforced by the
power of the Word of God; therefore, it is effective and quick
in action and the means of life to the world of humanity. Thank
thou God that He hath provided such a means for thee that
be divine aid, heavenly confirmation, merciful intention and
heavenly power thou mayest arise to serve, so that thou mayest
see wonderful signs and marvelous results.

The good news of the unity and concord of the friends of New
York proved a great source of joy. The original intention and
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the divine foundation is the unification of the world of human-
ity. Therefore, this merciful reality must first find realization
among the friends (Bahais), so that it may affect other souls.

Today the world and the people are under the shadow of divine
providence, the light of the Sun of Reality hath been shed
upon the world of minds and thoughts; hence, light is seen
everywhere.

TAB.702-703, BSC.468 #874x

ABO05355

To: Haji Musa Sarraf, in Mashhad
Date: 1908-Sep-06

...0 Lord! Make Thy loved ones successful and cause them to
be intimate companions in Thy servitude. Make their hearts
luminous and their faces merciful, so that the foundation of
love and kindness may be established in the human world and
mankind may become enamored with and affectionate toward
one another. May the East embrace the West, may Europe
hasten without delay along the path of love, may the Turk
consider the Tajik an intimate companion and count him as
dear and kind. May all associate and consort with one an-
other in the utmost fellowship and unity. May estrangement
vanish, may mention of others as strangers cease, and may
all become familiar friends and compassionate companions to
each other. O Lord! Transform this dark night into radiant
day, and change this hatred and enmity between nations into
fellowship and love, so that the world of creation may find rest
and this proud world may seek abundant portion from the di-
vine realm. Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, and Thou art
the Bestower, the Radiant, the All-Seeing.
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To: Aga Haji son of Shahvirdi, in Mashhad

Date: 1908-Sep-06

O thou who art turned toward God! Al J) 4;),,, &!

The world of existence is a battlefield of strife and contention,
and all the earth is stained and dyed with the precious blood
of humanity. Thou wilt not find a span of earth where, at some
time, a pure soul was not destroyed and fell not into the hands
of ruthless oppressors.

Now this age is the divine age and this century the century
of the All-Merciful. God willing, all that was lost shall be
regained, and the foundation of calamities shall be demolished.
The world shall become another world, and the realm shall
become illumined and radiant.

If thou art a warrior of the field, traverse this path; if thou
seekest eternal glory, speak forth this mystery; and if thou
desirest a luminous countenance, search in this direction.

5 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08397

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Sep-06

Lord! Lord! Verily, a spiritual and goodly maidservant of
Thine hath left the life of this world and bidden farewell to her
loved ones. She hath set her sight upon the highest summits
and arrived at the threshold of Thy holiness, seeking clemency
for her wrongdoings, hoping to cast her burden, imploring par-
don and forgiveness, attracted to Thy face, and eager to attain
Thine unsurpassed gifts. Lord! Fill up her cup with the wine
of Thy favor, shower her vessel with the water of faithfulness,
and permit her to meet Thee in the most exalted Paradise.
Thou art the Generous. Thou art the Almighty. Thou art the
Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB00727

To: Aqa Mirza Nimatullah, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Sep-09

...As for the question of inheritance which is occasioning per-
plexity: in truth, one is entirely free during his lifetime to
make provision in his will for the division and distribution of
his property amongst his heirs in whatsoever manner he seeth
fit, in order that his wishes may then be implemented after
he hath passed away. The writing of a will is obligatory upon
everyone; everyone, that is, must in his lifetime draw up a will
that is firm, sound, and clear in its provisions; seal and hide
it; and guard it in a very safe place. In drawing up his will
the testator enjoyeth full discretion to dispose of his property
as he seeth fit; his will is a binding instrument, having prece-
dence over any other provision, and no one hath the power to
either modify or change it. Under these conditions, should he
bequeath his whole property to his children, he is but acting
within his rights. In the event, however, of disobedience to this
command, of failure to draw up a will, and of non-fulfillment
of the divine obligation; likewise in the event of disappearance
of the will itself, the testator’s property will be divided up
according to the designated shares.

In truth, the wisdom of this perspicuous and most mighty
ordinance is that no one should draw breath without a will.
Observe how, in the absence of a will, the inheritance in its
entirety is divided up, distributed and dispersed contrary to
the wishes of the deceased; what difficulties and disagreements
are thus engendered! The will, however, is the settler of every
dispute, and the cause of ease for all, for in it the testator dis-
poseth of his property in whatsoever manner he desireth. How
agreeable it is for the estate in its entirety to be disposed of
in accordance with the testator’s will and pleasure! Observe
ye how many people during their lifetime are fearful about
what will happen when they pass away. Now, with this divine
commandment—the obligation and religious duty of drawing
up a will before one’s passing—all these difficulties are resolved.

BRL__UHJ1996-07-01#2x
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ABO00810

To: Baha’is of Mihmandar et al.
Date: 1908-Sep-09

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The oppressors unleashed their
hands of tyranny and the despots engaged in severe aggres-
sion, subjecting ‘Abdu’l-Baha to intense restrictions in this
Most Great Prison, to such a degree that a prison was estab-
lished within the prison - or as the Turks say, “a prison within
a prison.” All paths were cut off and those seeking the Ka’bah
of their desire were forbidden. ‘Abdu’l-Baha fell under severe
surveillance from all directions, to the point where breath be-
came constricted and souls could no longer bear to wait.

Then suddenly the hand of power emerged from the sleeve of
might and showed forth the white hand, and like the manifest
serpent swallowed up the sorcerers’ magic. ‘Abdu’l-Baha came
forth from prison while the oppressors fell from their palaces
into prison and were caught in chains and shackles. The con-
firmations of the Kingdom arrived and the power of the Realm
of Might unfurled its banner.

At a time when friend and stranger, acquaintance and foreigner
were in despair and afflicted with hopelessness, suddenly the
lights of divine confirmation shone forth and scattered and dis-
persed the clouds of the darkness of oppression. It occurred to
no one’s mind and passed through no one’s thoughts that an-
other day would come when these chains and shackles around
the necks of the wanderers would be loosened and this intensity
would find the slightest relief. Rather, all were saying, espe-
cially the Covenant-breakers, that the foundation of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and indeed all the friends had been destroyed - soon
they would either be hidden in the depths of the sea or cast
into the desert of Fezzan. All were awaiting these events when
suddenly divine confirmation arrived and the heavenly light of
success shone forth, and completely broke asunder the bonds
and chains, while the oppressors became captives.

This is divine power, this is the force of the All-Merciful, this
is the penetrating influence of the Word of God, and this is
the effect of God’s glad-tidings. In the past year, at the height
of tribulation and the blocking of the way, it was written to
various regions: “This time more bitter than poison shall pass;
once again time shall come sweet as sugar.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

%3528 Jslls s OULe < Lle 0L o)
Tlae 5 dingt 2w plE ©A% Olkie
AXEDS 1y el s bl o2 ol s )
58l s Bl 01 53 8 Geesdy
O an A& 01 o) 01y STV 51 sk
Ol 5 28 pade fw 5 01N L
s S 51 a7 52 5 e *aaS
s Soony 313) oadd fadl o oL o

Al Kys 5 o by s g a8 K

L Gl 2 (e Ol dsle o5 Ly 5
510Ul 5 el Ogr 013 31 s e dal,
SBS IMely Judla 4 Kbl Ol Ol
éso}a\! o8 5 oy O Se Dl b Al
5 orale 68 5 LT, JLel 5 L Kb s
oot 3l b5 ey Ny Lyl 63k
s b 5 0l s 0SB e3s
M3 S0 § a8t (o8 Sy el
35 ST 055 4 8 Il Jude o
S ab gis dol hd o s a e N
e § 0Ll (o padt] o 12iln K
s ie bl sl UL me &
S b & sy Slegy ol e
5k S0 s Qe G5 05 5 s

L3ES el QUL 5 olsl,

5 aley O ] bl Oy )
ohla b el ) & WK S ]
L;)@Q:&qhﬁ);@f‘w);&\
sy U 558 3y 0dd 0 d s BLLL

AT 52 O 50 555k 23 ) e

44



-~

V]

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other)

AB04300

In any case, O loved ones of God, in this year divine confirma-
tions have encompassed all directions, the hosts of the King-
dom have granted victory, and the cohorts of the Supreme Con-
course have rushed forth. Therefore in thanksgiving for these
favors we must not rest for a moment or draw breath except to
engage in spreading the divine fragrances and become familiar
with chanting the verses of guidance. We must strive for unity
and harmony, cherish the friends and praise the loved ones -
even make the enemies content through various kindnesses and
pure intention. We must arise to spread the divine fragrances
and engage in exalting the Word of God.

i The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name endured fifty

years of tribulations and trials purely for our guidance - is
it fitting that we should seek comfort and ease, pursue rest
and adornment, fall to thinking of ourselves and worship our
commanding selves? No, by God, this is not fitting. Rather, in
every moment we must sacrifice a hundred lives and in every
breath drink a thousand cups of tribulation, striving with heart
and soul and roaring like a whale in the ocean of evanescence
until we spill the last drop of our blood upon the earth in the
path of truth.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04300

To: Mustawfi, Mirza Buzurg (Khurasan)
Date: 1908-Sep-09

O faithful servant of the Ancient Beauty! Mr. Azizullah re-
membered you in the Holy Shrine and mentioned you, request-
ing that this letter be written. Observe how kind and harmo-
nious a friend he is, that in this divine gathering he is occupied
and familiar with remembering and mentioning the loved ones

of the All-Merciful.

Therefore, you too must, in response to this faithfulness, offer
a cup of pure joy and create waves of love and devotion, so
that you both may enter the circle of God’s chosen ones and,
like a chain, embrace one another. Consider how sweet is the
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honey of love in the taste of the reality of servitude. When one
perceives the fragrance of love from another, ultimate joy and
delight is attained.

O faithful servant of God! As much as you can, associate with
the friends, scatter musk and ambergris, pour the wine of love
into the goblet of fellowship, and raise such a commotion that
its clamor and tumult may reach the Supreme Concourse and
bring the people of the Most Glorious Kingdom into ecstasy
and rapture.
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To: Philip G Sprague, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Sep-09

O Western friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that thou
hast arrived in the native land of the Blessed Beauty and art
occupied there in serving the newly arrived ones of the Most
Glorious Paradise. Although in this blessed Day there is nei-
ther East nor West - all directions are His directions - yet out-
wardly that land is the native place of the Luminary of Lights
and from there He appeared and became manifest. Therefore,
residing there brings joy and is the cause of thanksgiving, bow-
ing down and prostration. I hope that your stay there will
yield beneficial results, that the students will derive complete
benefit and acquire proficiency in the English language, and
that you too will be confirmed and assisted. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory!

by s & s s e g2 Lol
u—’& u\ BEIE) L;-Lu J)‘) J)Lﬁ dL?“
)Jv\"ﬁé‘:{d}%ﬂﬁw\wdgw‘)}
E op a5l 48 Sl ez U
\);\JUUL)AJLAQTJAMLLJA:L?uL@J-\
sl 1 0 a5 SKET T 51,
@%jﬂw a3 Sl gy Sype OF o
Fla 14T 5o 1 Call & plpal 3
,.uuj{ saplinal 0155 sy 422 oude
‘;u)a}.k..{&‘alau‘)lf’wug:\du))

Lgr\” T e @5 Bs A

MUHS3.325-326

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 46


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=32
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/286.pdf#page=341

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other)

AB00295

AB04644

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1908-Sep-15

O attracted maid-servant of God!

The epistle written (and sent) through Mirza .... was received.
The account of the land designated for the Mashrak-el-Azcar,
of your placing therein, in company with Mrs....., nine stones
and pouring thereon attar, water and olive oil, and of your
commemorating the Beauty of ABHA and His Holiness the
Supreme, was all understood.

That land is blessed because it is mentioned by the name of
Mashrak-el-Azcar. Surely, the beloved of God and the maid-
servants of the Merciful in all the cities of America must put
forth the utmost of effort in order that the Mashrak-el-Azcar
be raised in that land.

I am hopeful through the aids and confirmations of God that
the beloved ones and the maid-servants of the Merciful may
achieve this service.

Express the utmost love and kindliness on behalf of Abdul-
Baha to all the beloved and the dear maid- servants of the
Merciful, especially Mrs..... and thy dear daughter.

TAB.101-102, BSTW#065

AB00295

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1908-Sep-26

O dear friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A letter was written to Shiraz,
a copy of which is enclosed. Peruse it and circulate it. From
the beginning of the revolution in Tehran, it was announced
to all regions, especially the Land of Ta, that the Party of
God has no involvement in political affairs and has no com-
plaint or praise for the governments of the world. We stand
apart from all parties and, with tear-filled eyes, seek the Lord’s
grace and bounty for all peoples and nations. We are neither
intimate companions of the constitutionalists nor allies of the
absolutists. We are impartial and unbiased, serving without
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reward or recompense, occupied with the holy fragrances and
familiar with spiritual attractions. We are oblivious to the
world and its peoples, intoxicated with the overflowing cup of
the Kawthar. We are commanded to obey the government and
abhor all conflict and hostility.

The friends must become the cause of harmony among human-
ity and promote unity and oneness among peoples and nations
through the divine breath. Praise be to God, the friends have
stood apart and have not allied themselves with any party.
They have prayed for all and, to the extent possible, strived
for the well-being of all groups, until what issued from the
Covenant was manifested in the world of existence, and all
knew that this pen is confirmed and this heart is intimate with
the favors of the Most Great Name.

However, it appears that certain ill-omened malefactors have
attempted to cast doubt on the friends’ impartiality, spreading
rumors that the Baha’is are the party of despotism, enemies
of the constitutionalists, seeking the destruction of the par-
liament and the suppression of freedom-seekers. Glory be to
God! Despite Mirza Fadlu’llah-i-Nuri and Siyyid ‘Ali crying
out from pulpits and publishing writings—their proclamation
being printed and extant—claiming that the Baha’is established
the parliament with the aim of religious freedom so they could
freely print and distribute the books and tablets of the Blessed
Beauty, the writings and scriptures of the Exalted One, and
the letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and promote the Baha’i Cause, de-
spite this explicit declaration, still matters have become con-
fused and rumors have spread.

What a pity, a hundred pities, that until now the general pub-
lic has not realized that the Baha’is have lofty aspirations and
noble aims. They consider such disputes worthy only of ordi-
nary souls and thoughts of the human world. In any case, we
have neither affection for nor enmity with any party, for in the
eyes of the divine friends, national conflicts, whether political
or religious, are entirely devoid of importance. They are in-
toxicated with the vision and enchanted by that musk-laden
tress. We consider any mention other than the attributes of
that Hidden One of subtle favors to be child’s play and infan-
tile thoughts. How then could we sully ourselves with such
petty disputes and natural differences?
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In any case, the friends must make everyone understand that
we are well-wishers of all, unaware of vain thoughts. As much
as we can, we establish the foundation of fellowship and remove
estrangement between religions and nations. We seek universal
peace and desire truthfulness, friendship, and reconciliation
among peoples and tribes. This is the way of the Baha'is, this
is the path of the spiritual ones.

Whatever issues from the Pen of the Covenant is contingent
upon justice and fairness and conditional upon the bestowal
of favors. If divine texts are implemented, it is established
and enduring; otherwise, God does what He loves and wills.
Although people may be quarrelsome, bold, and fearless, one
must think of comfort and arrange means of ease, overlook
shortcomings, forgive the sins of the ignorant, establish the
means of general security, and desire rest and tranquility for
all. This is the way of success, this is the path of prosperity.
“Verily, God does not change what is with a people until they
change what is within themselves.”

In any case, declare your impartiality and make manifest your
universal good-will. Engage in spreading the divine fragrances,
and the time will come when you may, with utmost effort, lov-
ingly draw the Yahyais under the divine shade. Similarly, when
anyone teaches another soul, keep it concealed and absolutely
never disclose it, especially regarding prominent persons—the
distinguished and eminent ones must be kept completely con-
fidential. Now many important persons desire to enter under
the shadow of Truth, but they fear exposure and fame. If
they know they will remain concealed and protected, they will
successively turn to the Faith. Consider this matter very im-
portant.

Exercise complete sincerity and good-will toward the govern-
ment authorities and His Majesty the Shah, and maintain obe-
dience and good intentions, but absolutely do not interfere in
political affairs. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

The letter to Shiraz should be enclosed with this letter.
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To: Siushansiyan Parsi, Tirandaz, in Shiraz
Date: 1908-Sep-26

O Lord! Tirandaz is intimate and in harmony with Your mys-
tery, and in servitude at the Sacred Threshold he is of one
accord and voice with this servant. He treads Your path and
speaks Your mysteries, and night and day raises a wondrous
new melody in praise and glorification. O Forgiver! Grant his
father and mother a place in Your shelter and bestow refuge
in Your court. Forgive their sins and teach them gratitude
for Your favors. Deliver them from remoteness and separation,
and grant them a dwelling and abode in the circle of Your cho-
sen ones. O God! Your kindness and forgiveness are an endless
ocean - do not make them hopeless, do not wish them to be
sorrowful, do not cause them heartache. Treat them accord-
ing to what befits Your previous mercy and complete bounty.
You are the Forgiver and the Merciful One, and You are the
Pardoner of sins.

O servant of the mighty God! Give tidings and hope with
utmost love on my behalf to the servant of the Threshold of
Baha, Khudadad and Shahriyar the faithful and Bahram Dinar
and Ardeshir Jamshid. It is hoped from the Abha Kingdom
that they may be surrounded by endless favors and become
manifestations of the grace of the All-Merciful Lord. May the
Lord make Jenab-i-Thabit steadfast and confirm and assist him
in what is pleasing to God. Make the nostrils of Jenab-i-Mirza
Husayn and Mirza Nuru’llah and Mirza Hasan Nayrizi fragrant
with musk on my behalf and their taste sweet as sugar. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Siyyid Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Isfahan
Date: 1908-Sep-26+

O God! O Thou Who hast singled out with Thy mercy those
who prostrate themselves before Thee, and chosen for Thy
grace and bounty Zaynu’l-‘Abidin, and sent down the verses
of Thy favors upon the believers, and made them standards
of love and care and fellowship among the worlds! O Lord!
Verily Thy servant, who is submissive before Thy presence, en-
thralled by Thy beauty, patient under Thy trials, speaking Thy
praise, implores Thee with a heart trusting in Thee, and calls
upon Thee in the depths of night while tears stream from his
eyes like torrents, and remembers Thee and calls upon Thee
and cries out Thy name among Thy servants, and guides those
whose feet have slipped from Thy path, and makes clear to
them the way, and establishes for them the proof, and gives
them to drink of the pure flowing cup. O Lord! Strengthen his
back in Thy service and fortify his loins in servitude to Thee.
Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

O longtime friend! Ahmad, praise be to God, has raised high
the banner of service in America and stands ready to sacri-
fice his life in the path of God. The friends in America offer
congratulations and felicitations for his arrival each day, and
you too are engaged in supplication and spreading the divine
fragrances.

O longtime friend! Praise be to God, whatever flowed from the
pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha several years ago has in these days become
clear and evident. The troublemakers among the clergy and
others are humiliated and defeated, and His Imperial Majesty
is victorious and triumphant, and signs of peace and tranquil-
ity are visible everywhere. It is hoped that in gratitude for
this divine confirmation, the foundation of justice will be es-
tablished and the edifice of oppression will fall, the hands of the
oppressors will be shortened and signs of justice and fairness
will become manifest and clear, so that divine confirmation
may continue and success may be sustained. Gratitude for
bounty increases bounty.

In any case, the friends must show the utmost obedience and
submission to the royal throne, and occupy themselves with ser-
vice and loyalty, and demonstrate their capabilities in bringing
comfort to the realm. Those who are employed in government
service should make their duties a means of drawing near to
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the divine threshold, and occupy themselves with integrity and
uprightness, completely avoiding bribery and corruption, being
content with their salary and considering wisdom, competence
and insight as the basis of honor. If a person is content with a
morsel of bread and deals with justice and fairness according to
his capacity, he is the master of all worlds and the most praise-
worthy of men - noble though his purse be empty, the master
of the free though his garment be old and worn. The glory
and honor of man lies in virtuous qualities and praiseworthy
characteristics, and his nobility and distinction in nearness to
the divine threshold. Otherwise the wealth of this world is vain
merchandise and its seekers are among the evil ones, soon to be
disappointed and disgraced. Is this better, or that man should
conduct himself with the utmost purity and sanctity, and man-
ifest complete integrity, uprightness and sincerity? Surely this
is better than flowing treasure and preferable to all the wealth
of creation.

A recommendation has been made concerning you to the
Trustee and others. Be sure to inform me of this. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSW#18.18x, BRL_ TRUST#56x, COC#2068x, LOG#1475x
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To: Azizullah Kayyat, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Sep-26+

O spiritual friend! In this blessed year the signs of divine
triumph are shining and radiant from all directions like the
morning light in all horizons, and the verses of proof are be-
ing chanted in cities and villages, and the salsabil of bounty is
flowing in the gathering of the world. From every direction a
melody rises, and from every region a song and drumbeat is
heard, and this is from the universal gifts of God.

Therefore hear the cry of Ya Baha'u’l-Abha that reaches from
this world to the ears of the Concourse on High, and listen
to the melody of Ya ‘Aliyyu’l-A’la that brings the dwellers of
the celestial monasteries to ecstasy and joy. Thus the friends
must engage in the utmost delight and enthusiasm with joy
and gladness, for praise be to God, whatever was the desire of
pure hearts and the ultimate hope of radiant souls has been
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made possible and manifest through the grace and bounty of
the Desired One, such that the Beloved of desire has become,
in utmost beauty, the Witness of the gathering and shows His
countenance to all the friends.

Jinab-i-Amin offers the highest praise for the spiritual gather-
ings of the Jewish friends, who truly show complete initiative
and great endeavor in service to the Cause of God, to such
an extent that I wish I could remember and write to each of
these endearing friends individually. However, there is no op-
portunity to mention each one separately, therefore they are
mentioned collectively, and Jinab-i-Amin has mentioned them
all.

Praise be to God that in this Most Great Cycle the glance
of grace encompasses Israel so that all the promises of the
Prophets regarding them may be fulfilled in the world of ex-
istence and witness. O friends of Israell His Holiness Moses
offers praise in the Kingdom of sanctification for your enkindle-
ment and attraction, and the denizens of the realm of might
offer commendation, and the divines offer description, and the
Concourse on High cry out at every moment “Blessed are ye!
Blessed are ye!”

5 Therefore my hope is firm that the friends of Israel will render
a notable service at this time to the Glorious Lord and become
the cause of increased joy and delight to His Holiness Abraham,
the Friend, in the exalted Kingdom. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

KHAZE.018, BLO_PN#025
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ABO01616

To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1908-Sep-26+

O faithful and steadfast friends of God! In this world, the
foundation of eternal happiness and spiritual ecstasy of the
human soul lies in the divine fragrances. The love of God is
as the spirit, and the physical world is as a feeble body. When
that spirit permeates this body, it becomes alive, resplendent,
fresh and verdant.
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There are certain pillars which have been established as the
unshakeable supports of the Faith of God. The mightiest of
these is learning and the use of the mind, the expansion of
consciousness, and insight into the realities of the universe and
the hidden mysteries of Almighty God.

To promote knowledge is thus an inescapable duty imposed on
every one of the friends of God. It is incumbent upon that
Spiritual Assembly, that assemblage of God, to exert every
effort to educate the children, so that from infancy they will
be trained in Baha’i conduct and the ways of God, and will,
even as young plants, thrive and flourish in the soft-flowing
waters that are the counsels and admonitions of the Blessed
Beauty.

Work then with heart and soul, loose your tongues to further
this endeavour, sacrifice your possessions so that the School of
‘Ishqabad will ever advance in discipline and order.

Apparently the Government inspector from the Department of
Education hath paid a visit there, and hath not fully approved
the procedures and discipline of the Baha’i School, and hath
published an article to this effect in the press at Tiflis. If this
be so, it is a matter of great sorrow to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for my
desire is that the School of ‘Ishqabad should become renowned
throughout all regions of the world for its excellent order, the
progress of its children, and their refined conduct.

; The esteemed learned one and master of diverse sciences, his

honor Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali, upon him be the glory of God
- in truth he is worthy of being a teacher. The true friends
must always show him complete kindness and perfect consid-
eration so that, with utmost comfort, tranquility of heart, joy
and contentment, he may engage in teaching the children and
young plants of the rose garden of Beauty, and thus become
the cause of this Prisoner’s happiness. For the delight and
joy of this confined exile lies in such matters as these, and in
the children’s attainment of progress, spiritual bounties, and
mastery in sciences and arts. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Sep-26+

O thou dear friend! Several letters of thine have been received,
yet due to the intensity of the agitations in the Holy Land,
it was not possible to send a reply. The letters were at once
concealed and guarded in a safe place. Notwithstanding the
continued disturbances, I have set about to write briefly so
that thou wouldst know that thou art present in my mind at
all times, and that I remember thee in every breath.

Fervently and repeatedly, I implore His Sacred Threshold that
His confirmations and aid may assist thee at all times. Ev-
idently, the foolish ones have reprimanded the friends, and
have accused them of being the supporters of dictatorship, and
the defenders of the Nationalists. Gracious God! These igno-
rant ones have still failed to give heed that the Baha’is are
sanctified from any political affiliation. They are neither re-
lated to the Constitutional Movement, nor are they involved
in the Nationalist cause. They offer prayers supplicating the
well-being of diverse communities and the followers of all be-
liefs and thoughts. They are the well-wishers of all, and are in
no conflict with any group, nor do they condemn any nation.
Their aim is universal peace, and not war. Their aspiration is
friendship amongst the inhabitants of the earth, and not hard-
ship. They have been enjoined to obey the government and to
be the well-wishers of all the kings and the rulers of the earth.

Were any one to entertain so glorious an aspiration in his heart,
he would never defile himself with such trivial affairs. He who
seeketh universal peace, he who doth serve to the world of hu-
manity, would not engage in national contention and conflicts.
He who striveth for the development of a country, would not
enter into disputes and strife with the farmer or villager over
the petty affairs of the land. Once the country advances, natu-
rally the farm will also become developed, and every desolate
region will prosper.

Now in the world of being, we have a sublime goal ahead and
we have a lofty mission enshrined in our hearts; and that is the
illumination of the whole earth through the light of harmony,
so that the East and the West may embrace each other like unto
two lovers. Considering such aspirations, how would we engage
in the conflict and contention between two minor parties? We
are the well-wishers of both sides, leading both unto harmony,
so that God willing, the state and the people may mix as honey
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and milk. Without these, the progress and advancement for
mankind will not be realized, nay rather, all efforts will be
dissipated and lost.
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To: Sabbagh, Muhammad Jafar et al., in Najafabad
Date: 1908-Sep-27

O ye friends of God and handmaidens of the Merciful.

This transient world of dust befits mere owls of ignorance. This
gloomy dust-heap is only worthy of the birds of this mortal
plane. The mystic nightingale maketh its home in the divine
rose-garden and noble birds dwell in spiritual realms on high.

When the ignorant behold the trappings of contingency, they
mistake them for ease and comfort and are thus subject to
grave tests. They are attracted to ephemeral shadows and are
oblivious of the One Whose Grace overshadoweth all things.
For the material world is utter darkness when compared to the
Kingdom of God and the earth is but a mere emanation from
heaven.

See how the people are utterly enraptured by the drop, but
bereft of the boundless ocean; see how they yearn for the atom,
and are blind to the Sun of Truth. They have set their af-
fections on physical existence but refuse life everlasting, and
busying themselves with water and clay, remain unaware of the
kingdom that pertains to the heart and soul. But through the
teachings and admonishments of God one can become detached
from transient things, liberated from this dim and dismal world,
transported to the realm of light.

Consider how the diverse tribes, the many nations of the world
and all our human kindred are like ants who make their nests
under the layers of the earth where they store up their food.
But when the sudden rains begin, when floods start to flow,
then every little nest and all these homes are washed away and
utterly destroyed. Such is the condition of the people of the
world, as ye also witness.
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Consider Iran and the constitutional movement, how in so
short a span of time they caused so great a storm and convul-
sion. Despite this, the ignorant, the foolish and the negligent
ones who set their affections on this world remain forever anx-
ious at their lot. They can only be happy if good fortune befall
them, and if ill fortune should visit them, they are shattered
with grief and utterly disconsolate.

It befitteth the intoxicated lovers of the Merciful Beauty, they
who yearn for the effulgence of the divine countenance, to be
distinct from such people, to be different because they are the
confidants of His mysteries. It behooveth them to bring all
created things under this sheltering shade, to soar in these
heavenly realms and to roam and to explore these heights. Let
them be signs of guidance, standards of the Concourse on High,
birds of the meadows of truth, and in the rose-garden of divine
singleness and essential unity. Let them chant with wondrous
melodies the hymns of glory and praise that ascend directly
unto Him who is their Living Lord.
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To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Rasht
Date: 1908-Sep-28

O longtime friend! Your letter was received - brief and benefi-
cial. Settlement in Lahijan is not very suitable, therefore take
up residence in Rasht and from time to time travel to and from
Lahijan on some pretext, encouraging and urging the friends
of God to spread the divine fragrances and exalt the Word of
God. For today, whoever remains deprived of service to the
Cause of God, meaning the guidance of souls, the tree of his
existence will yield no fruit and in the end he will become re-
gretful and sorrowful, passing his days of life in more or less
idleness. And the end belongs to the God-fearing.

The world is like a bazaar where expensive items are bought
and sold. Every morning each person hurrieth to the market-
place to engage in trade, and when the day is over, he retur-
neth to his home. If he hath made a profit, he is happy; but
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if at times he faileth to produce a profit, he is sad and dis-
appointed. Similarly, if man, in this world, exerteth himself
in lofty endeavors, is self-sacrificing and attracted to the other
world, and ariseth to spread abroad the fragrances of God, then
when the days of his life come to an end, he will find that he
hath accumulated a large profit, will inhale the sweet savors of
the nurturing spirit of Paradise, and will be the dayspring of
faithfulness and the manifestation of the manifold favors of the
Abha Beauty. But if he indulgeth in his passions and desires,
he will be hopeless, fall into deep despair, experience profound
regret, and become afflicted with the torment of hell.

Convey to Jinab-i-Shari’atmadar on my behalf the Most Glori-
ous and Most Beauteous greetings and say: Chant the Qur’an
with measured recitation. Perhaps you dislike something while
it is good for you. God has ordained a measure for all things.
Do not despair of the spirit of God. Do not lose hope in God’s
mercy. Verily God forgives all sins. And upon you and upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory.

Sl onil, S legg |, iyl §1 4 a8
Ol Loyl a8 Gladle 5 Al 3@ 5
R SIURT TR
SRR ACH] e i s Sl
5 we) e Ol e 5 55§ by o
3355 g 3ilan B s G S
LS odaline s O s 5 Ul Al ol
3353*1:*@5?%)‘-3’%;

@' g S e I8 e 2 Ol
O e S SLAL oy 55 5 15 g
rsh N A o B 8 5 B2 0SS
Ll e &}c,ﬁl...:e: Cgdll i &l o)
ey

MMEKG6#152, BSHN.140.474.07x,

BSHN.144.467x

AB02683

To: Maani, Badiullah son of Bulbul, in Mashhad
Date: 1908-Sep-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived and
‘Abdu’l-Baha heard your call, and was filled with the utmost
joy that, praise be to God, you are occupied with teaching
the young ones of this divine age and engaged in training the
saplings of the divine garden. I hope that through your ef-
forts the children will progress day by day in the acquisition of
knowledge and excel all other schools.

Today, teaching in a school, training the children, promoting
the various branches of knowledge, are accounted among the
most sacred duties of humankind. Whosoever shall arise, with
pure intent and high resolve, to render such a service, will
succeed beyond a peradventure, and will surely be confirmed
in his task. The Hosts of the Company on High will come to
his assistance, and favouring bestowals will descend upon him,
and the portals of grace will stand ajar.
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Convey my greetings and love to the respected brothers Aqa
Mirza ‘Inayatu’llah and Aga Mirza Diya’u’llah. I hope that
in a short time they will make complete progress and acquire
sciences and arts. Convey my most glorious and most beau-
teous greetings to your respected father, the handmaiden of
God your mother, and your younger brother. They should of-
fer thanks day and night at the Threshold of the One God
that you and your two brothers are exerting mighty efforts in
teaching and learning, and they should beseech confirmations
from the Threshold of Oneness at every moment that each of
you may acquire sciences and become proficient in various arts
- that is, sciences that are beneficial and cause the promotion
of the Cause of God and the exaltation of the Word of God.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1908-Sep-29

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! From the beginning of the
upheaval in Iran, in all letters to Tehran and other regions, it
was written that the people of God must not in any way inter-
fere in political affairs during this most great tempest, must
withdraw from all parties and groups, and must not become
intimate or aligned with any faction. Even in spiritual gather-
ings, no mention should be made of the thoughts and opinions
of any of the Iranian parties. We have neither any secret with
the constitutionalists nor any harmony with the independents.
Therefore, all the friends were occupied with their own affairs
and were engaged in the improvement of character, maintain-
ing peace and reconciliation with all, and pursuing the path
of friendship and truthfulness. They did not attend any gath-
erings and did not become intimate with any faction. They
were impartial and without bias, free from fancy and free from
malady.

However, the leaders of the independence movement, such as
Haji Mirza Fadlu’llah-i-Nuri, the mujtahid, and Aqa Siyyid
‘Ali, the mujtahid of Yazd, were supporters of independence
and would cry out from pulpits and in gatherings, publishing
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articles and announcing in the streets and bazaars that the
Baha’is were constitutionalists and founders of the National
Assembly. “O people! The Baha’is’ purpose is that political
and religious freedom be proclaimed so that they may openly
print and distribute the Books and Tablets of Baha’u’llah, the
Writings of the Bab, and the letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and pro-
mote their own religion and Faith. In their Most Holy Book,
it is explicitly stated that legitimate government is constitu-
tional. Therefore, they strive with heart and soul to establish
constitutionalism.”

Mirza Fadlu’llah-i-Nuri, the mujtahid, repeatedly wrote,
printed, published and distributed papers among the people,
which are still in everyone’s possession today. Despite this
clear evidence that the people of God did not become intimate
with any faction, they were accused of being constitutionalists.
Now the ill-wishers have composed another tune and begun
another calumny. Apparently, in these days in the Caucasus,
they are spreading through newspapers that the Baha'is
were in conflict and dispute with the constitutionalists and
were opposed to the National Assembly, and even had great
involvement in dividing and dispersing the constitutional
movement.

Glory be to God! What injustice is this, and how unfair these
people are! The supporters of independence, like the two afore-
mentioned mujtahids and others, accused the Baha’is of be-
ing constitutionalists, while now some ill-wishers accuse the
Baha’is of being enemies of the constitutionalists. Yet the
Baha’is are not intimate or in confidence with any faction.
They are well-wishers of all and kind to everyone. They seek
world peace and the cessation of conflict and strife among hu-
manity. They are well-wishers of all and love both small and
great. They desire comfort for the world of creation until it is
adorned with the Most Great Peace.

Despite this, how could they occupy themselves with this differ-
ence and conflict of the thoughtless, when the existing conflict
and dispute in Iran is like children’s play in the eyes of the
Baha’is? It has no importance. Rather, importance lies in uni-
versal peace and in truthfulness, friendship, and reconciliation
among all peoples, religions, nations, and tribes of humanity.
The Baha'’is serve this purpose, promote this cause, and sac-
rifice their lives in this path. They have nothing to do with
constitutionalism nor any attachment to independence.
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In any case, we had thought that by now it would have become
clear to people that a Baha’i, meaning a spiritual person, abso-
lutely does not interfere in worldly affairs, whether political or
otherwise. Glory be to God! In the war and conflict of Tehran,
the army and forces were all Shi’ites, yet they say the Baha'is
were the cause of dividing the community.

“The lily holds the wine-cup, the narcissus is drunk, yet I am
branded dissolute;

O God, I have a complaint - but to whom shall T turn for
justice?”

Is there any doubt in this matter as well? The purpose is that
you should publicize the truth of this matter in the Caucasus
through newspapers so that people may know that some preju-
diced souls lie in ambush and use these calumnies as means to
incite and provoke people against the Baha’is. The people of
Europe and America have properly recognized the Baha'is, for
they have collected all the Books and Tablets, formed a com-
mittee, and investigated. Let them inquire of the Europeans
what the way of the Baha’is is and what their purpose is, so
that the truth of the matter may become evident to the people
of the Caucasus.

Our flight is in another atmosphere, and our aim and purpose
is in another world. We hope that, through divine assistance
and favor, we may become the cause of fellowship, love, peace,
and tranquility among all the peoples of the world, so that this
darkness of enmity may be dispelled from the world by the light
of human unity, and the truth of the universality of humanity
- that they are one social body - may become manifest and
evident, and remain firm and established.

11 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Date: 1908-Sep-29

Our Lord! We turn to Thee and implore before Thee, making
mention of Thee with praise and glorification, and extolling
Thee with sanctification and hallowing. O Thou Who art be-
yond all likeness and transcendence, Who art exalted above
all mention and praise in the world of creation, and sancti-
fied above all attributes and exaltation in the realm of inven-
tion! Thou didst bring forth the first creation through a sign
of Thy power in the world of possibility, and didst create this
mighty universe through a sovereignty pervading human real-
ity. Every praise, sanctification, transcendence, similitude and
likeness mentioned is from the realm of impotence and forget-
fulness, for Thou art exalted and sanctified above these and
above whatsoever the minds of the people of knowledge have
encompassed.

All that exists in the universe, O my God, is bound by limita-
tions and constraints, even the concept of absoluteness itself,
and Thou art exalted above this, even were it the greatest that
could be conceived in the world of being. Transcendence is but
an aspect of Thy servants’ worship, sanctification a character-
istic of Thy bondsmen, and similitude a reality born of Thy
creation’s thoughts - yet Thou art free from all of this and ex-
empt from all that the most subtle perceptions of Thy most
distinguished chosen ones can attain in the heights of grandeur
and majesty. For souls conceive of lofty attributes and sublime
qualities, ascribing them to Thy Divine Essence, yet all these
exalted stations, supreme realities, and transcendent luminous
qualities return to the effulgent, radiant Reality of the All-
Merciful in the right side of the blessed spot, the Valley of
Tuva. Beyond this are but imaginings conceived by minds in
the world of creation, while Thou art exalted and sanctified
above the realm of comprehension, and art not distinguished
by even the most subtle of meanings in the heights of fancy.

The path is barred and the quest rejected. There is neither
connection nor separation, neither finding nor loss. Thou hast
brought into being a radiant essence and a resplendent real-
ity, referring existence unto it, calling for prostration before it,
commanding attendance at its court and arrival in its presence.
All else is but feeble imagination and empty forms. Praise be
unto Thee, O my God, for having guided the sincere ones to
that Most Exalted Center, called the near ones to the Most
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Glorious Kingdom, turned the enraptured ones toward a Cen-
ter round which circle the Concourse on High, led the thirsting
ones to the Living Waters, illumined eyes with the vision of the
Manifest Light, opened doors before the faces of the yearning
ones, and sent down from the clouds of Thy mercy a copious,
torrential rain upon this lifeless, silent, and barren earth, caus-
ing flowers to grow therefrom and adorning it with every joyous
spirit.

My God, my God! Thou seest Thy sincere servants scattered
throughout the regions, and beholdest Thy assured bondsmen
dispersed in all directions among the heedless, calling people
to the fountainhead of certitude, guiding them to the Straight
Path, and giving them to drink from the Spring of Tasneem.
Yet the opponents shoot at them with penetrating arrows and
attack them like ravening wolves and fierce beasts, making
them taste grievous torment. O Lord! Aid them with hosts
from Thy glorious Kingdom, support them with Thy wondrous
favor, assist them with Thy manifest sovereignty, and make
smooth their path, O my Glorious Lord! Verily, Thou art of
great bounty to Thy sincere servants. There is no God but
Thee, the Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.
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To: Prince Tomaso Galerati Scotti
Date: 1908-Sep-30

O my dearly cherished friend, though absent from my sight!
Though outwardly there hath been neither companionship nor
message, neither a greeting of remote acquaintance nor a salu-
tation exchanged, yet Miss Boylen hath so abundantly praised
thee that it hath moved me to write this letter. Wherefore
do I now, with the utmost affection, address these lines unto
thee, as though for many years we had known each other, had
lived in intimacy and fellowship, and had been companions,
familiars, and friends of long standing.

O my beloved one! In this day the world of being is even as
a stricken man, and therefore standeth in need of a mighty
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Physician, that He may diagnose its malady and administer
a speedy remedy. This sickness cannot be cured by political
nostrums, nor will the treatment of liberty alone suffice to heal
it, for the disease pertaineth unto morals and conscience, and
hath laid hold upon the very soul and heart of man. We seek,
then, such a remedy as shall quicken the soul, educate the
conscience, endue hearts with a new life, and train the human
race in the perfections of the Merciful.

That is, the Sun of Truth must shine forth, the cloud of mercy
must pour down its rain, and the life-bestowing breeze must
blow. Then shall the spiritual springtime adorn the world, and
mountain and plain, through the infinite bounty of God, grow
green and fair. The borders of the garden shall take on a fresh
life, the trees shall put forth leaves and blossoms and bear
luscious fruit, the meadow shall become a rose-garden and a
paradise of flowers, blooms and sweet herbs shall spring up,
and the birds of the gardens shall raise their songs concerning
the mysteries of realities, till the hearers be moved to ecstasy
and delight.

In brief, that spiritual Physician hath now appeared in the
world and diagnosed the maladies of all regions. Through
His teachings, counsels, and admonitions He hath prescribed a
swift remedy and declared a wondrous medicine, that warfare
and strife may cease and concord and peace be established;
that enmity and dissension, which are the grievous sickness
of the world, may be healed; that hostility and conflict may
be uprooted from the foundation; that war may be changed
into peace; that cruelty may vanish and faithfulness unveil its
face; that religious prejudice, sectarian contention, national ri-
valry, and racial estrangement and disparity may remain no
more; that all parties may become one party; that all tribes
and nations may drink from one fountain; that the whole earth
may become the beloved homeland of all; that no distinction
of roots and branches may endure for humankind; and that
the unity of the world of humanity may pitch its tent upon the
pole of existence, while the universality of mankind, through
divine confirmations and heavenly bestowals, may raise its ban-
ner upon hills and mountains, plains and palaces, towers and
strongholds, and wave in the spiritual winds.

Now must that kindly and beloved soul show forth resolve, cher-
ish noble intention in heart and conscience, arise to serve the
unity of the human world, become a well-wisher of all mankind,
act in accordance with the divine counsels and admonitions,
and stand up for the soul-reviving teachings of Baha’u’llah;
that he may illumine the West and perfume the East, attain
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everlasting life, and, like the morning star, shine out over ages
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Oakland, CA et al., in California

Date: 1908-Oct-01

O Assembly of the Merciful God! dley 21 Gl

According to the arrangement brought to (My) notice, you
have established an organization and wished to have a congre-
gation that you may engage yourselves in the service of the
Word of GOD and undertake the work of diffusing the fra-
grances of GOD. Every organization whose foundation is laid
down on a righteous motive, and whose members arise to per-
form the duties enjoined by divine ordinances, and work with
their whole heart, will surely receive assistance of the Holy
Spirit and be aided by the power of the Merciful One.

Now My hope is such that every member of the assembly will
shine like a lamp, will throw the reflection of the rays of Divine
Love upon all horizons of that region, will become the cause
of the education of souls, will cultivate moral character, will
call all to the greatest guidance, will chant the verses of the
unity of the world of humanity and will raise the banner of
universal glad tidings. Then the Gardener of divine bounty
will attend to pruning the flowers of realities and significances
in the flowerbeds of the gardens of that country, and remove the
thorns and weeds of religious and racial, national and personal,
prejudices. And then the roses of unity of the human species,
and of love and union will bloom.

O Friends! All nations and tribes, all religions and cults in
all regions, are occupied in preparing and improving weapons
of fighting and striking, and in inventing destructive materials.
You, who are Baha’is, ought, in opposition to this injustice and
oppression, tyranny and aggression, to open the doors of affec-
tion and love, union and freedom, upon the face of the human
world; become a river of peace and purity to extinguish the fire
of war and quarrel, and remove, through the light of love and
fidelity, the darkness of oppression and cruelty, in order that
this world-consuming fire be put down and extinguished.
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And upon you be El-Baha ul-ABHA!
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Words to Miss Boylan, spoken on 1908-Oct-02 in Akka

A message to the Believers from ‘Abduil-Baha through Miss
Boylan of New York City.

Tell the believers I send them my greetings and love, that I
love them very much; that they must occupy themselves with
the thought of the eternal world and not give all to the phe-
nomenal world; that the foundation must be love and unity;
that they may be able to pitch their tents amongst dark hu-
manity; that, through them, all nations may become one; that,
through them, all differences of the people may disappear and
they become one. That, through them, all places may be alike
and become one. What will cause all this? The only means is
that the believers become one; then they will begin to sing a
new melody, will be able to raise a new flag, will be kind to all
peoples of the earth, will love humanity and act with perfect
honesty and service to all, will know all as members of our own
body, will know all nations as their friends, will have perfect
friendship for all the peoples of the earth. They must make
no difference between friend and outsider. They must make
no difference between friend and enemy — they must love each
and all as friends.

Assure them that though I stay in prison, it is just like par-
adise; that afflictions and trials in the path of God give joy;
that troubles rest me; that death is life; that to be despised
is honour; therefore, I have been very happy all this time in
prison. I always hoped to be able to drink the cup of martyr-
dom; but, as, because of my imprisonment it was difficult for
the believers to come and even hard to communicate with me,

and not wishing to be free alone while others were in prison.
I begged God to free all; and now God has freed all, for He
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wished it so. Now it is well that this imprisonment is over,

especially as the way is open for the believers to come.

PN__1908 p002

AB02883

To: Aga Nawruz Ali et al., in Sadi
Date: 1908-Oct-02

O servants of the Blessed Beauty! The honored Tiraz and
His Holiness ‘Ali-Akbar, two lamps of the love of God, wrote
a letter praising most highly your love and the attraction of
your hearts, saying that that family is ready for any service
and are bright like a candle, smiling like lightning and weeping
like clouds, day and night engaged in service to the friends,
intimate companions in gatherings of fellowship, with melody
and song. This news brought the utmost joy and gladness, and
I offered thanks at the Court of the Self-Sufficient that, praise
be to God, a fragrance of love wafts from Shiraz and a sweet
scent reaches the nostrils.

Indeed, God willing, you will make such an effort that Shiraz
will become full of commotion from the fame and renown of
that divine sweet-lipped one, and in the words of Sheikh Hafiz,
“The tumult of his lip will disturb the regions.” Therefore, do
not look to your own capacity and worthiness, but rather look
to the endless favors of the Blessed Beauty and rely on the
breathings of the Holy Spirit. If the rays of the Sun of Truth
shine forth, metaphors become reality, and if that confirmation
does not arrive, all realities become metaphor. The meaning is
that when divine assistance comes, a drop becomes an ocean,
and when assistance is cut off, the sun becomes an atom. This
is the truth and God will assist you in whatever He wishes
through His grace, and verily He has power over all things.
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To: James B Thornton Chase, in Chicago
Date: 1908-Oct-04

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The letter, which thou hast written to his honor Mirza ..., was
considered.

Be thou happy! Be thou happy! that thou hast put aside rest
and composure; that thou hast traveled through and visited dif-
ferent states and endured innumerable inconveniences so that
thou might diffuse the fragrances of mysteries and perfume the
nostrils of the spiritual ones. When thou wert engaged in the
service of the Cause, thou wert my partner in all trials and
difficulties. Thou hast been my associate and companion and
both of us were intoxicated and exhilarated with the wine of
the love of God.

Praise be to God that thou hast been confirmed in the service
and I have likewise been assisted in visiting the Holy Threshold.
In one day the world hath become another world and the chains
and manacles of prison and incarceration have been broken to
pieces, and Abdul-Baha hath attained to the meeting of the
Holy Threshold.

Although in prison, I have experienced the utmost joy and
fragrance, the heart was attracted, the spirit rejoiced, the eyes
turned toward the Kingdom of God and the tongue mentioning
the Name of the True One and displaying the utmost effort
and endeavor in the promotion of the Word of God and the
diffusion of the fragrances of God; yet, under all difficulties,
there have been no shortcomings, nor hath there been any lack
of enthusiasm. The call hath been raised uninterruptedly and
the fragrances of holiness have been diffused through all regions
and empires.

In the meeting that had been organized in Los Angeles the
rays of the Sun of Truth shone forth, making it an assembly
of illumination. The house of Mr. and Mrs... became the
nest and shelter of the birds of the Kingdom, and the house of
Mrs... and the residence of Miss ... in Pasadena became the
gathering-place of the Merciful and the rose-garden of realities
and significances. I supplicate from the bounty and favor of His
Highness the Almighty to assist those holy souls by the invisible
confirmations and that they be helped by the providence and
grace of His Highness the One.
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Convey on my behalf longing greeting to the brother of Mr...
and say: “Praise God that thou hast followed in the footsteps
of thy respected brother, associated with him and become his
confidant.”

Likewise announce my longing greeting to the assemblies of
Oakland and San Francisco. The houses of Mrs... and Mrs...
have become the place of reading the divine verses and the
nests of the nightingales of the heavenly orchard. A sweet fra-
grance hath reached the spirit and soul from those assemblies.

Praise be to God, that in all cities the believers have met thee
with the utmost attraction and thy shining face and joyful
disposition became the cause of the enkindlement of the fire
of their souls and hearts. Undoubtedly thou shalt also make a
trip to Green Acre.

The utmost joy was produced by the news of the purchase of
the ground for the erection of the Temple. I hope that ere long
they may lay the foundation

Deliver on my behalf divine glad-tidings to the assembles in
Seattle, the members of the houses of Mrs... and Mrs... and
the assemblies in Portland and Denver and say: “O ye sons and
daughters of the Kingdom! Be ye thankful that although the
light of guidance hath dawned from the East, yet, praise be to
God, it illuminated both the East and the West! In order that
glorification and thanks may be shown for these bounties, the
word and actions must be in accordance with the advices and
behests of His Highness Baha’u’llah. Thanks does not depend
upon words but upon deeds!”

TAB.344-346

AB12199

To: Adam Braun, in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Oct-05

O dear servant of God! Your letter was received. You had
written that Miss Knobloch guided you to the luminous hori-
zon and delivered an eloquent speech in the spiritual gather-
ing. That cherished handmaiden of God is indeed eloquent
and spreads the fragrances of God. Therefore you must open
your tongue in gratitude to her, for she invites souls to the
treasure of the Kingdom, makes the heedless mindful, awakens
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the sleeping ones, and becomes the cause of eternal life for the
dead. In brief, praise be to the pure Lord that He caused you
to drink pure water from the fountainhead of life and bestowed
merciful lights from the luminous star. Look not to your own
capacity and worthiness, but rather turn your attention to the
confirmations of the divine Kingdom and place your hope in
the breathings of the Holy Spirit. For heavenly confirmation
makes the small child perfect and wise, and bestows upon the
limited drop the waves of the mighty sea. Therefore it is hoped
that the eye of insight will open and the ear of consciousness
will become intimate with the melody of the Concourse on
High.

Prayer:

O Lord! Make this sapling of the garden of divine knowledge
a lofty tree, and nurture it with the droplets of the cloud of
grace, and through the heat and light of the Sun of Reality
cause it to grow and develop, so that in this paradise of the
All-Merciful it may attain the utmost freshness and delicacy
and be adorned with goodly merciful fruits.

O spiritual friend! Strive as much as you can to open a school
of guidance and teach divine meanings and merciful mysteries
to the children of minds and thoughts. And when you are
confirmed in this supreme gift, you will become a teacher of
the horizons and an educator of the Kingdom in the school of
truth. And upon you be the most glorious Glory!

BBBD.047

AB10008

To: Margaret J Campbell, in St. Louis, MO
Date: 1908-Oct-05

O thou seeker of truth!

Praise be to God that through the guidance of Mrs. Rice-Wray
thou hast heard the Divine Call, beheld the Light of Truth,
praised the verses of Oneness and attained to the knowledge
of the glorious Lord.

Now that you may render thanks for these bounties, spread
the news of the Most Great Peace among the people of those
regions and arise in the service of the Cause that thou mayst
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become the Herald of the Kingdom and the Promoter of the
teachings and instructions of the Beauty of Abha.

Upon thee be Baha’u’l-Abha.

BSTW#420

AB03399

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Alexandria
Date: 1908-Oct-06

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
received and from its contents spirit and fragrance were ob-
tained, for it indicated that you were joyful and happy, and
that supreme gladness and delight had been realized by you
and the friends due to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s freedom, release from
prison, and attainment to the Sacred Threshold. In any case,
last year it was written to ‘Ishqabad and Khurasan that it was
the end of the year of hardship and the beginning of the year of
victories. The Blessed Beauty desired to prove and establish
to all that this Pen is ever accompanied by divine confirma-
tions. Therefore He fulfilled Our promise. Likewise, in the
midst of persecution and the onslaught of oppressors and the
intensity of hardship and restrictions of the tyrannical ones, it
was written to Iran:

These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass

Once again shall days sweet as sugar return

Yet for ‘Abdu’l-Baha prison is freedom, and jail is a spiritual
palace; fetters and chains are a stroll and wandering in the
luminous garden; a mat is a throne, and a well is the height of
the moon. And I hope that in the path of the Most Glorious
Beauty my work shall end at the cross. Oh, how I long for that
exalted station! How I thirst for that resplendent cup!

O Lord! Through Thy grace, ordain for this servant this
supreme bounty and manifest triumph. My heart will not
be content, my soul will not be calm, and my agitation and
perturbation will not cease - nay, I shall find no peace in life -
unless I see myself suspended in the air and my breast pierced
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by the arrows of the people of cruelty in Thy path, O Glory
of the Most Glorious!

O honored Haji! Through boundless grace, it is my hope that
both your ultimate desire and mine shall be fulfilled. Verily,
my Lord doeth whatsoever He willeth and confirmeth whomso-
ever He willeth in whatsoever He willeth. Convey my utmost
longing to all the friends of God. If it be destined that I should
journey to those parts, it will surely come to pass. As his honor
Mirza Abu’l-Fadl says, it is the very text of the Book of the
Prophets - whatever God willeth. All the Leaves, especially
the Most Exalted Leaf, convey their most wondrous and glo-
rious greetings. News of the organization of the affairs of the
storehouse, the attainment of confirmation from the Lord of
Bounties, and the payment and settlement of the claims of
eighty-four persons has brought continuous joy. Through the
grace and bounty of that Beloved One Who cherishes His ser-
vants, I hope that complete liberation will be achieved and
that this will bring peace of mind to you. The effort you made
on behalf of Jinab-i-Majdu’d-Din was also a cause of joy, as
were the matters concerning Aga Nuru’llah, Aga Muhammad
‘Abdu’l-Ghani, and Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabrizi - all were
sources of happiness and delight. As for Aga Nuru’llah, if this
is the case regarding conditions, although Damascus is more
pleasant and its blessings more abundant, nine pounds monthly
is no small sum and would be difficult to obtain in Damascus.
In any case, convey the utmost kindness and affection on my
behalf to the friends of God. And as for that certain person
and his companions, it is as was written - now they find them-
selves in manifest loss. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04102

To: Prince Habibullah Mirza, in Shiraz
Date: 1908-Oct-06

O sapling of the garden of the love of God! Your letter was read
with the utmost joy and fragrance, and from its contents it was
understood that you consider yourself forsaken and deprived,
and remain sorrowful and grief-stricken.
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Beware! Do not harbor such thoughts, for you are illumined by
the light of the Sun of Truth and are accompanied by favors
and bounties. You are immersed in the ocean of favors and
captivated by that Beloved of wondrous attributes. You have
received the outpouring of guidance and attained to divine
grace, and have come under the shelter of His Holiness the
One. You have drunk the overflowing cup of the love of God
and have closed your eyes to all else but God, and have tasted
the sweetness of the honey of the love of God, and have attained
to that which was the ultimate desire of the chosen ones.

Now, the more you polish the mirror, the more will the light
of the Sun of Truth shine upon it and the greater will be its
radiance. I will supplicate at the divine threshold on your
behalf with humility and earnestness, and seek infinite favors.

Convey to all the divine friends the Most Glorious and Most
Wondrous greetings. As much as you can, engage in guiding
souls and strive to acquire divine sciences and arts. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12376

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1908-Oct-06

O Bashir of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Give thanks to God that thou
art engaged in service and successful in servitude at the Holy
Threshold. Thou art accepted at the Divine Court and drawn
nigh to the Most Holy Precincts. Be confident in God’s grace
and mercy, for thou art assisted in every place and encom-
passed by the glance of His favor. The days until now have
passed pleasantly, praise be to God, and the future will be,
God willing, even more pleasant. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

He is the True One!

O dear friend! Praise be to the Beauty of the Most Great Name
that thou art firm and steadfast in faith, certitude, and in the
Covenant and Testament. This is the foundation of all good,
and God willing, secondary matters will also be arranged and
settled. Be not sorrowful or distressed. Look at those who
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broke the Covenant, how they became scattered and brought
to naught, without purpose or direction. For now the friends
are in safety and security, and this is from thy Lord’s grace,
the All-Merciful. Verily His grace toward the sincere ones is
great, great indeed.
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AB05622

To: Dr Ataullah Bakhshayish, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Oct-06

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The effort you made in
paying the debt of Bashir-i-Ilahi was a distinguished service,
accepted and evident at the Divine Threshold. You are dear
to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and because of this service the Glorious Lord
will make you dear to all. Whenever a friend gladdens the heart
of a friend and shows kindness, this heart finds the utmost joy
and delight. Always strive to make hearts grateful and become
the cause of happiness, contentment, gratitude and success for
souls who have turned to God, especially those who deserve
respect.

O dear one, according to the saying, “Win hearts, for this is
the greatest pilgrimage.” This is my counsel to you and my
testament upon you, so that God may assist you to achieve
the greatest desires in this world and the next, and make you
an excellent example for all humanity. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12576

To: Babette Ruoff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Oct-07

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Love Mrs.
Neublouk with heart and soul and be grateful and thankful
to her, for she led that thirsty one to the fountain of eternal
life and enabled that seeker after truth to witness the lights of
the divine Sun. I beseech God that this bounty may extend
to thy honored spouse and beloved children. Convey to Ruoff
my utmost kindness and love. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

BBBD.048

AB12209

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Oct-09

O thou beloved maidservant of God! Your letter was received
and brought the news of the organization and progress of the
Spiritual Assembly in the German Empire and that the friends
of God with utmost yearning are seeking the knowledge of the
Orb of Regions. This imparted great joy and happiness.

Praise be to God that the horizon of Germany is illuminated
with the effulgence of the Sun of Ya Baha El Abha. But now is
the beginning of the dawn of the luminary of Truth. I hope ere
long those lights will be scattered throughout all those regions.

However, the work is difficult because the Divine Tablets are
not yet sufficiently translated into the German language. How
good it is that souls from different religions gather in one As-
sembly, being engaged in perusing the Words of God, spread-
ing the Heavenly Teachings and living in accord with the teach-
ings and exhortations of the Supreme Lord. Thou didst explain
very appropriately that the Assembly is like unto a household,
and that infinite union, friendship, brotherhood and nobleness
is visible in it. Truly I say every Assembly must be like this.
Until union and harmony are established, the Divine Teachings
will not bring forth any results because the greatest of all the
teachings of God is union and harmony.
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Convey on behalf of Abdul Baha the glad tidings of the boun-
ties of the Merciful to thy beloved sister the maidservant of
God Fanny, so that the Heavenly confirmations may pour upon
her. I hope she may progress spiritually more and more. Like-
wise exercise thou on my behalf the greatest love toward thy
beloved sister the maidservant of God Mrs. Hannen and an-
nounce to her the wonderful Abha greeting so that she may
become engaged more than ever in the service of the Kingdom
and display wonderful exertion and effort and become the cause
of spreading the Divine Glad Tidings. The letters that thou
hast enclosed with thy letter are answered and enclosed with
this.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha!

BBBD.051-052
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AB04643

To: Mary J Revell, in Philadelphia
Date: 1908-Oct-11

O thou attracted maidservant of God! Thy letter was received
and was of the utmost sweetness for the letter began with, “O
thou Ensign of Peace and Salvation”.

It is the hope of this imprisoned one to become the cause of
Peace and Salvation in the world, and summon the inhabitants
of this globe to love, kindness, righteousness, uprightness and
the adoration of truth.

I supplicate God that thou mayest become a sincere lover of the
world of man and benevolent to all humanity; and become the
promoter of union and harmony; so that ignorant prejudices
may be dispelled from among nations and communities; and
that they may enter under the ensign of the oneness of the
kingdom of man.

I ask God that the spiritual assembly of Philadelphia may be-
come the gathering-place of the Merciful One, and the believ-
ers become the embodiment of the qualities of heavenly angels.
What a beautiful prayer thou hast made, which was of infinite
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beauty. The prayer was this, “Bless all my relatives and en-

emies”. This prayer emanated from a soul which is spiritual
and, God Willing, it will be answered.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha.
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AB06888

To: Jessie E Rewvell, in Philadelphia
Date: 1908-Oct-11

O thou wooer of Truth! From the letter, which was a bouquet
from the Rose Garden of Significance, a sweet fragrance was
inhaled. Thou has supplicated to become a word in the Book
of Love, attain to Truth, love the enemies and be firm in the
Cause of God. All these desires are accepted and beloved.

Supplication:

O thou almighty God! Make the spiritual assembly of Philadel-
phia the manifestor of invisible confirmations, and the dawning-
place of the lights of the Merciful so that its members arise to
serve the world of man and be benevolent to the children of
humanity, and adore existence and become the cause of Eter-
nal Life. O Lord, make that gathering-place the emblem of the
Supreme Concourse, and that congregation the manifest sign
of the Supreme Realm. Thou art the Powerful and the Mighty.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha.
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AB06846

To: Mary J Revell, in United States
Date: 1908-Oct-11

O thou maidservant of God!

Thy letter was received; now I answer it. Remain thou in the
church and impress the Truth upon the priest and others with
the utmost love and consideration. Engage thy time in prayer
and supplication and the guidance of the people.

Today every soul who deals with the people with the utmost
humility and submission, is kind and showing love to them,
is considering them the members and limbs of one temple, re-
ceiving the stranger as the friend, the remote one as the near
one, and is occupied in their guidance, the power of the Word
of God will make time as a conquering —- and an angel with
far-reaching voice.

Therefore walk and move in this path and engage in teaching
people through kindness and nurturing. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#314

AB06854

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1908-Oct-12

O thou illumined maid-servant of God!

Thy letter was received. Praise be to God! that thou art as-
sisted and confirmed and, through the light of the love of God,
thou art an ignited candle. Thou hast an eloquent tongue and
a pure heart; thou art attracted to the Kingdom and wonder-
ing, in awe and astonishment, at the power and dominion of
the Lord of Hosts.

Exercise infinite kindness and convey longing greeting on my
behalf to Miss ...

Thank God that thou hast found a way to the treasury of the
Kingdom and hast attained to the heavenly wealth.
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I supplicate God that the hearts and souls of ... and ...receive a
share from the love of God, and that ...find a portion from the
divine bestowal and be assisted with heavenly confirmations,
so that she may help thee.

TAB.703

AB01263

To: Hard, Julia A et al., in New York
Date: 1908-Oct-13

O thou who art turned unto the Kingdom of God! Thy let-
ter was received and its contents testified to spiritual feelings.
Praise be to God that thou hast become the recipient of divine
bounty in this divine age and hast witnessed the effulgence of
the heavenly light. I hope that thou mayest progress in the
world of humanity so that through the breathings of the Holy
Spirit thou mayest attain eternal life.

Thou hadst asked about the progress of human reality. Know
thou that progress is of two kinds: one is progress in station
and the other is progress in perfections. Progress in station
pertains to this world, as thou observest that the human body
was first in the mineral state, then from the mineral state it
advanced to the vegetable state, and from the vegetable to the
animal state, and from the animal to the human state, thus
progressing through stations. This progress in station belongs
to this world of opposites.

The other progress is progress in perfections, and since divine
perfections are infinite, man can progress in perfections in both
this world and the next world. For example, knowledge is
one of the divine perfections, and divine knowledge is infinite.
Thus, in all divine worlds, this perfection is like the sun, be-
stowing bounty upon all beings, and beings in all worlds receive
from the sun of knowledge. And since the bounty is infinite,
the recipient continues to receive perpetually. Therefore, di-
vine bounty continues to descend upon human reality in this
world and the next. Hence, it is established and certain that
human reality can acquire perfection and progress in all divine
worlds.
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This is why in the holy books it is mentioned that after the
ascension of a soul, good deeds and charitable works should be
performed for that soul, and these good deeds and charitable
works become the cause of the elevation of its station. Thus
it becomes clear that progress for man—meaning the acquisi-
tion of divine perfections and infinite bounties—is possible in
every world. However, man’s appearance in this world is for
progress in both stations and perfections, while in the next
world progress is confined to divine perfections.

I hope that thou mayest succeed in serving the Kingdom of
God and become so attracted to the Holy Spirit that thou
mayest become bewildered and amazed. And upon thee be
the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#347
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AB09559

To: Gul Bahram, in Yazd
Date: 1908-Oct-13

O Humayun! Your dear son is cultured and refined, there-
fore he hastened to this blessed clime and engaged in service,
becoming a source of comfort. With utmost sincerity and pu-
rity, love and faithfulness, he has devoted himself to servitude
at the Divine Threshold, and day and night offers prayers on
your behalf and seeks forgiveness from the Lord of Creation.
Give thanks to God that you have such a pure-hearted son.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Arbab wife of Abdu’l-Husayn Ardistani
Date: 1908-Oct-16

O cherished maidservant of God! The contents of your letter
were wondrous and filled with the mysteries of the love of the
Ancient Lord. It was read and supplications and prayers were
offered at the Threshold of the Divine Unity, that that leaf at-
tracted to God may at every moment be accompanied by grace
and confirmed with infinite favors, so that among the maidser-
vants of the All-Merciful you may mention the Kind Beloved
with various melodies, and make hearts attracted through the
magnet of divine love. You may breathe the breath of life into
each of the leaves, guide them to the path of salvation, and
invite them to witness the clear signs.

2 Divine victory and triumph have, praise be to God, brought
hearts to enthusiasm and rapture, and in all regions the fire of
attraction has been ignited, the gates of the Kingdom opened,
and heedless souls awakened. The banner of self and passion
has been reversed, and the standard of light and guidance
raised high. I beseech God and offer humble entreaties at the
Sacred Threshold that the maidservants of the All-Merciful in
that region may become so attracted to the Beauty of God
that they raise a tumult in that clime and kindle a flame in
the souls of those near and far, until souls become detached
from the world and worldly ones, attach themselves to the di-
vine realm, and set their hearts on the Concourse on High,
seeking infinite outpourings and searching for the attractive
countenance of the Beloved of the horizons.

Convey to the maidservant of God Khanum Malik, the maid-
servant of God Fatimih Sultan, the maidservant of God wife
of the late uncle, the maidservant of God Fatimih Bigum, the
maidservant of God her daughter, the maidservant of God wife
of Aga Ghulam-‘Ali, the maidservant of God Hajar Khatun,
the maidservant of God Malik Sultan, the maidservant of God
wife of Aga Muhammad Hashim, and all other maidservants of
the All-Merciful, one and all, my most wondrous and glorious
greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Afnan, Haji Siyyid Husayn son of Khal-i Asghar et al.
Date: 1908-Oct-17

O my God, my Lord, my Hope, my Desire, and my Aspiration!
These are the Afnan of the Tree of Thy mercy and the branches
of the Tree of Thy oneness, the leaves of the Lote-Tree of the
utmost boundary and the leaves of the Tree of Blessedness.
They have believed in Thee and in Thy signs, have gathered
beneath the shadow of Thy banners, have accepted Thy words,
have turned with radiant faces toward the Dawning-Place of
Thy oneness, and have been attracted with pure and palpi-
tating hearts to the Day-Spring of Thy singleness. They have
heard Thy call, believed in Thy Beauty, responded to Thy sum-
mons, detached themselves from all else but Thee, and sought
Thy good-pleasure. They have fallen under the claws of fero-
cious beasts and the talons of rending wolves. Severe trials
have encompassed them, hardships have followed one upon an-
other, they have endured the mockery of enemies and borne
the reproaches of implacable foes. They have been persecuted
in Thy path, have become intoxicated with the wine of Thy
love and the pure water of Thy grace. They have not faltered
in Thy remembrance nor weakened in Thy Cause, but rather
remained firm in Thy Covenant and steadfast in Thy Testa-
ment, bearing these tribulations in resignation to Thy decree
and in hope of Thy grace and favors.

Make them stars of guidance, missiles against the
foolish, candles kindled with the fire of Thy love, and lines
speaking the meanings of fidelity. O Lord! Make firm their
feet in Thy wondrous Cause, strengthen their hearts in love of
Thy momentous Message, guide them along Thy straight path,
admit them into the garden of delight, give them to drink from
the spring of Paradise, let them drink from the living waters,
and cause them to call out Thy name among the worlds, to
spread Thy fragrances among the company of those near unto
Thee, to recite Thy verses to the sincere ones, and to supplicate
to Thy Kingdom with pure hearts. Let not the blame of any
blamer take them from Thy love, nor the sting of any scorner
shake them in Thy Cause, nor the thrust of any reviler make
them waver in Thy remembrance. Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Glorious, the Generous.

O Afnan of the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary and blessed
leaves of the Tree of Blessedness! The honored Afnan have
arrived at the Holy Land and attained the sacred Threshold,
circumambulating the point around which circle the Concourse
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on High, and attracted to the Kingdom of Abha. For a time
they became intimate companions and confidants, friends and
fellow-travelers. They attained meetings on most days and
were present in the divine gathering, and in all occasions they
were occupied with the mention of the Afnan of the Lote-Tree
and the leaves of the Tree of Life. They neither forgot nor fell
silent.

The purpose is this: Praise be to God, the Afnan, the branches
of the Blessed Tree, are steadfast in the Cause and constant in
the remembrance of the Ancient Beauty. They have no pur-
pose save the spreading of the divine fragrances, and no desire
except the exaltation of God’s Word, for the obligation upon
the branches of the Sacred Tree is different. At every moment
they must advance further and receive a greater portion and
share from the favors of the Promised Day and the glorified
Age. Therefore, my hope is that they may become brilliant
stars in all horizons, radiant lamps in all cities and villages,
fruit-bearing trees in the Abha Paradise, and may grow and
develop by the stream of reality. Though the glance of favor is
universal, it has a special connection to the Afnan, and while
grace and bounty encompass all, the branches of the Lote-Tree
have a particular distinction.

They must surely seek to excel others in human virtues, divine
characteristics, firmness in the Cause, steadfastness in love,
the exaltation of the Word, and the diffusion of the divine
fragrances. They must turn to the All-Merciful Lord and be-
come distinguished from all others in their conduct, deeds, and
words, moving swiftly forward. Today, the confirmations of the
Abha Kingdom encompass those souls who are the army of sal-
vation and the hosts of life, who charge forth in the arena of
divine knowledge and hasten to the court of the Lord of Lords.

My God, my God! Aid them at every moment with hosts of
angels from the Supreme Concourse, and assist them to serve at
the threshold of Thy holiness among all created things. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and Thou art the
All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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To: Unknown, in Kashan
Date: 1908-Oct-17

O my God, my God! I commune with Thee in the hidden
recesses of my mystery and the inmost essence of my heart,
and with my tongue, in the watches of the night, I supplicate
Thee, lowly and imploring at the door of Thy oneness, that
Thou mayest immerse this servant, who hath ascended unto
Thee, in the oceans of Thy mercy, cause the lights of Thy
forgiveness to shine upon him, and rain down upon him the
clouds of Thy bounty. O Lord! He is a
in Thee and in Thy signs, who bore witness unto Thy words,
who was raised up in Thy day, who served Thy loved ones,
who spent in Thy path, who put his trust in Thee, who spread
abroad Thy remembrance and proclaimed Thy fame, and who,
with all his powers, arose to serve the loved ones of God in
utter servitude. Forgive, then, his sins, veil his shortcomings,
shelter him within the precincts of Thy most great mercy, and
give him to drink of Thy sealed wine, poured forth from the
brimming cup of the knowledge of God. O Lord! Admit him
into Thy most exalted Kingdom, turn upon him the glances
of Thine eye of supreme bounty, overshadow him beneath Thy
farthest lote-tree, cause him to hear the melodies of the Dove
upon the Tree of Tuba, and enable him to attain reunion in
the Most Glorious Horizon. Thou art, verily, the Forgiving,
the Compassionate, the All-Merciful, the Most Pitiful.

servant who believed

O Lord! O Forgiver! This noble servant was intoxicated with
the cup of Thy love, and from the Day of “Am I not?” was
enraptured with worship. He was occupied in service to Thy
loved ones and was familiar with servitude at Thy holy thresh-
old. His utterance was praise and sanctification, and his litany
was glorification and exaltation. He sacrificed his very life
until at last he attained his heart’s desire. By day and by
night he found no rest, nor sought repose; nay rather, at ev-
ery moment he was the companion of service, and with every
breath the fellow of Thy friends. How many a night did he
lament and cry aloud with tearful eyes and a burning heart,
consumed and weeping through separation from the Divine
Unity, until at length he hastened from this perishable world
unto that everlasting realm and sought habitation and shelter
in the neighborhood of the Most Great Mercy. O Lord! Thou
art the Compassionate, Thou art the refuge of every homeless
and forlorn soul. Cause this ancient servant to draw nigh unto
Thy presence, sweeten his mouth with the honey and sugar of
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reunion, give him shelter beneath the shade of the Tree of One-
ness, and from the Kawthar of everlasting life in the assembly
of reunion give him to drink his fill. Thou art the Kind, Thou
art the Forgiver of the sins of every powerless one, and Thou
art the Pardoner of the guilty.

O ye who are related to that servant of God, that bird of the
meadow of true understanding! Although he hath winged his
flight from this world to that other world, praise be to God that
he was firm in the Covenant and Testament, and a servant of
the loved ones of the Merciful. Throughout his life his only aim
was to serve the friends of God, and his supreme desire was to
render assistance to the divine threshold. Through the grace
and favor of God, he attained this cherished wish, was received
and glorified amongst the Concourse on high, and drew nigh
unto the Court of Grandeur. This is an incomparable gift; this
is a bounty without measure.

By reason of this blessing and attainment, ye should not
be grieved and heartbroken. Instead, with the utmost joy
and gladness, ye should engage in offering thanks to the
All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving, that He may confirm and
assist him. God willing, ye too may receive your share of that
Ocean and drink from the waters of that River. The glory of
glories rest upon you.
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AB06548

To: Afnan, Haji Siyyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar et al.
Date: 1908-Oct-17

...0 my God, my God! Thou seest the offshooots of the Tree of
Eternity and the leaves of Thy most exalted Paradise turning
toward Thy Most Glorious Beauty, drawn to the Most High
Lord, yearning for the vision and meeting, shedding tears and
with hearts aflame in Thy love in this first life. Lord! Enable
them to attain unto Thee in the next life and to gain Thy
good-pleasure in this first life. Make them servants of Thy
most exalted Threshold, trustees of Thy most glorious Par-
adise, guardians of Thy most secure Shelter, and bearers of
Thy luminous Tablets. Make them marshalled hosts guarding
the fortress of the Covenant, who spread Thy verses through-
out the horizons and open the cities of hearts with the keys of
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harmony. Lord! Illumine their faces with the lights of sanctity,
expand their breasts with the verses of unity, crown their heads
with the diadems of confirmation, and perfume their souls with
the fragrances of Thy bounty in the realm of detachment. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and Thou art
the Resurrector, the Forgiver, the Originator, the Supreme, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB09195

To: Abbie E Campbell, in St. Louis, MO
Date: 1908-Oct-17

O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received and its contents indicated that Mrs.
Rice Ray has become the cause of thy guidance and led thee
to the Lord of the Kingdom, so that thou mayest behold this
contingent world as ephemeral and perishing and in the world
of might thou mayest see the Beauty of the Desired One and
attain to life eternal.

Therefore be thou thankful to her and serve her with all thy
soul and heart, for she has become the motive of thy attach-
ment to guidance.

Upon thee be Baha’u’l-Abha.

BSTW#418
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To: Baha’is of Racine et al., in Racine, WI
Date: 1908-Oct-21

O ye sincere ones and ye who are attracted and moved by the
breeze of the favor of God!

Verily, I have read the names of your beloved assembly which
deserves to be mentioned with sanctity and which attracts the
confirmation of the loving Lord and seeks to attain to the favors
of God, the Mighty, the Compassionate!

I beseech God at all times, with all supplication, humility and
lowliness, to confirm those souls who have no purpose in their
deliberation and consultations save to seek the merciful boun-
ties and the divine invisible confirmations.

I hope and request, through the bounty of my Lord, that
the greatest assistance and the most eminent confirmation be
granted unto you when ye are firm and steadfast and withstand
every difficulty which may befall you in spreading the Cause
of God in those regions.

By the life of God, all the confirmations of the Kingdom of
God will surround those whose hearts are firm, whose feet are
steadfast and whose souls are tranquilized in the Most Great
Cause.

Consider ye the past centuries, how a single one of the beloved
of God with stood all the people on the earth because of his
firmness in the love of God, and his entire turning of the heart
toward the Kingdom of God and with the cup of his heart
overflowing with the wine of the knowledge of God.

Be ye assured with the greatest assurance that, verily, God
will help those who are firm in His Covenant in every matter,
through His confirmation and favor, the lights of which will
shine forth unto the east of the earth, as well as the west thereof.
He will make them the signs of guidance among the creation
and as shining and glittering stars from all horizons.

Consequently, do ye beseech unto God and pray and supplicate
Him and ask Him for the greatest gift and eminent favor.

TAB.082-083
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To: Andrew J Nelson, in Racine, WI
Date: 1908-Oct-21

O thou Secretary of the meanings emanated from the hearts
of the people of the Kingdom.

Verily, I have read thine eloquent letter and brilliant writing,
which indicated the attraction of the people of God by the
fragrances of His Kingdom, and their gathering in the assembly
of the merciful feelings and the congregation of the upright.

I do supplicate God to confirm that spiritual assembly, that
gathering of commemoration, to that whereby the merciful
faces brighten, and I beseech Him to assist them and thee to
that whereby man ascends the highest and noblest station of
excellence and the loftiest apex of honor, to make them humble
and courteous before the beloved of God, to become severed
from aught else save God, to beseech the Kingdom of ABHA,
to be freed from every mention save the commemoration of
God, and to be sanctified from all the grades of passion and
desire, with pure, holy hearts which are devoid of every feeling
except entire attention unto God, the Lord of the present and
the world to come.

I have written answers to the letters which thou hast sent and
I enclose them with this Tablet. I wrote also a Tablet to the
assembly; read it unto them with a fluent tongue and a heart
overflowing with the love of God.

TAB.081

AB02589

To: Margaret B Peeke, in United States
Date: 1908-Oct-22

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of ABHA!

For a period of time no news hath been outwardly received from
thee, but spiritual communications are continual (between us).
Thou hast always been remembered and been present here.
Though bodily ailments have come upon thee, yet the divine
health is always constant and permanent. If thou knewest to
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what favors thou hast attained and how thou art gazed upon
by the eye of the Beauty of ABHA, even thy bodily ailments
will be removed and merciful glad-tidings will surround thee.

Thou hast asked for permission to come: If the means for a
comfortable journey are, in the best manner, arranged and
ready for thee, thou art permitted to come here.

That merciful maid-servant (i.e., thyself) seeth some spiritual
dreams (or visions). these are, in reality, discoveries of the
heart and are spiritual visions. I beg of God that, through the
power of insight, thou mayest continually witness the lights of
the Kingdom of ABHA.

Thou hast written that the fundamental basis is love. This is
the actual truth; the divine splendors are founded on love and
the radiance of the Merciful One in the human world produceth
heartfelt attractions.

Convey on behalf of Abdul-Baha the most wonderful ABHA
greeting to Dr... in Cleveland and tell her I always bear a
remembrance of her.

Convey the most wonderful greeting to ABHA to the attracted
maid-servant of God, Mrs...

O maid-servant of God! The Lord of the Kingdom hath raised
His voice with the utmost power and strength and is conquer-
ing the realms of hearts and souls with hosts of the Supreme
Concourse. All holy souls in the kingdom of existence respond
unto this voice and cause the call, “Ya Baha EI-ABHA!” to
reach the Lofty Apex.

All members of the household send their most wonderful ABHA
greeting.

Upon ye be greeting and praise!

TAB.729-730
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To: Ella G Cooper, in California
Date: 1908-Oct-22

O respected maidservant of God! The letter thou didst write
dated October 22, 1908, was received. Thou didst express joy
at ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s freedom. This is evidence of thy love. How-
ever, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, imprisonment in the path of Baha is a
palace, the depths of the pit is the height of the moon, abase-
ment is glory, death is life, hardship is comfort, and torment is
paradise. All the friends are pleased, grateful and delighted at
my freedom, but I am not very satisfied. Rather, the days of
tribulation, calamity and tests were for me a time of joy and
gladness. Now I am deprived of the bounty of imprisonment
and the gift of captivity in the divine path. Therefore I hope
that, God willing, the cup of tribulation and the wine of the
greatest calamity will once again overflow and circulate in the
gathering of the lovers.

As for the illumined letter to Mrs. True - since Mrs. True had
written to her expressing their desire for ‘Abdu’l-Baha to come
to America, she had written in reply “Insha’allah” - meaning
she made it contingent on God’s will - that is, if God wills.
And T too say that whatever God wills shall come to pass.

Regarding the prayer for that child who is four years old, thou
didst write asking for a prayer that would be simple and easy.
Let him recite this prayer:

“O God, guide me, protect me, make of me a shining lamp and
a brilliant star. Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful.”

Sheldon Goodall Cooper should memorize and recite this
prayer. A letter was written to the maidservant of God, his
mother, which is enclosed - please deliver it.

i As for the passage in the Hidden Words, by “servant” is meant

‘Abdu’l-Baha, and if you wish to capitalize the word “servant”
that is permissible.

As to the question of man’s progress from the mineral kingdom
to the vegetable, from the vegetable to the animal, and to the
station of man—these represent man’s physical progress, and
when he attains the utmost physical perfection in that station,
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the heavenly station becomes manifest. The meaning is that
every being advances within its own station, but its transition
from one station to a higher one depends upon divine bestowal.
For instance, the plant progresses in its vegetable station, but
its transition from the vegetable to the animal kingdom de-
pends upon the mercy of the All-Merciful. The intent of this
statement is not that all beings progress through stations until
they return to the Divine Essence. In Mrs. Barney’s book it
is written that the human sperm was never an animal sperm,
even though in the womb it assumes various forms until it at-
tains its complete form and features. That is, that sperm was
also human, except that it transferred from one form to an-
other until it was finally raised up and appeared in the utmost
beauty.

As to the assistance rendered to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar by
Miss B. Quist and Mr. Calkins, this was most acceptable, for
the consideration is not the amount but the love. And since it
indicates the utmost love, it is therefore most acceptable and
has been allocated to be used for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in
Chicago.

As to the wedding celebration of the young Japanese Kwanichi
Yamamoto, this was a source of great joy. I hope that this
marriage will be most blessed.

As to the question of humanity’s progress to higher degrees,
know that souls are like stones and fruits. Precious gems can-
not be compared to ordinary stones, and likewise, good fruits
cannot be compared to other fruits. The Prophets are like gems
that are distinguished in their very essence, while other people
are like ordinary stones. Therefore, no matter how much or-
dinary stones may progress and ascend, they will never reach
the station of precious gems, for it is beyond their capacity and
potential. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Annie E Ward, in Washington, DC
Date: 1908-Oct-23

O seeker of the Kingdom! Your letter arrived. You had men-
tioned my freedom. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is free from the very begin-
ning. If all the kings of the horizons were to gather together,
they could not prevent his freedom, for he is free in the King-
dom even though a prisoner in this world. His soul soars in the
life-giving atmosphere of the divine realm even though his body
may fall to the bottom of a pit. His conscience takes wing in
the celestial expanse of the All-Merciful’s bounty even though
his person may be bound in chains and cage. And this impris-
onment is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ultimate desire in the path of God.
However, now the divine will has ordained physical freedom as
well. We have no desire except submission and contentment in
hardship and ease....
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To: Baha’is of Abadih et al.
Date: 1908-Oct-25

O Thou Who dost bring the worlds into being, O Creator of
man, O Fashioner of all contingent things!

Thou art the All-Bountiful, Thou art the All-Merciful. There
is none like unto Thee in Thine Essence, sanctified above the
knowledge of the people of exposition and the folk of utterance.
Thou art He Who standeth alone in the realm of Names and
Attributes, from Whom there flow all perfections, and through
Whose grace all created things come forth within the compass
of the seen world, by a succour that is vouchsafed from on high.

Behold, O my God, Thy sincere servants, Thy favoured ones
who draw nigh unto Thee, Thy bondsmen who are enraptured
by the breaths of holiness and the sweet savours that have
blown from the meads of Thy sanctity, and whose fragrance
hath perfumed the East and the West of the earth, until all
the horizons have become redolent therewith.
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O Lord! They are the servitors of Thy Cause, the bearers of
Thy Books, the righteous among Thy servants and the trea-
surers of Thy mysteries. They have turned unto Thee with
faces beaming with light, with eyes gazing toward Thy King-
dom, the All-Glorious; with ears attentive to the Call; with
hearts overflowing with the wine of Thy love in the midst of
the concourse of creation.

O Lord! Make them the surging waves of the ocean of guidance,
the hosts of the Concourse on high, the armies of life, the
battalions of salvation. Aid them at every moment with a
power that penetrateth the realities of all things and with a
might that graspeth all hearts and breasts. Verily, Thou art
powerful to do what Thou willest; verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Subduing, the Well-Beloved.

O people of faithfulness and ye companions of the Abha
Beauty! Jinab Aqa Nasru’llah hath written a letter and
therein hath uplifted the standard of praise and commen-
dation, declaring that the friends of that region are helpers
indeed; that the loved ones of that clime are as the trees of the
garden of Paradise; that they adorn their gatherings with the
mention of the Lord, and with hymns and melodies in praise
of the Author of all being; that they repose not save in the
sweet savours of holiness, and defile not the tongue with aught
save the remembrance of the All-Bounteous; that they yearn
to found a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and to establish a travellers’
hospice; that they are, like the sea, all surge and tumult, and
from the brimming cup of the love of God inebriated and
enraptured.

This news produced such an effect that the heavenly assem-
blage was filled with joy and rapture, and the cry of “Allah-u-
Akbar” and “Al-Hamdu li’llah” rose up in such wise that both
near and far were made to hear: Praised be God! The Abha
Beauty hath loyal friends, and the Court of Oneness devoted
servants, who bear patiently every trial and hardship. Moment
by moment they kindle a new fervour and raise an unbounded
shout. They seek no goal but the good-pleasure of God and
desire no longing save the diffusion of the divine fragrances.
The utmost desire of their hearts is to be enkindled with the
lights of the Beauty, and to be set ablaze with the fire of the
love of the Lord of glory.

In any case, O friends! Today is a day of triumph and these
are the days of manifestation and appearance. Each one of
the beloved of God must seek to be informed and, in perfect
wisdom, arise to teach. Let him quicken souls, and become
well-versed in setting forth the proofs and evidences.
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If it should come to pass that each one of the friends, in the
course of a year, bringeth but a single soul to life and maketh
him fresh and verdant with the breeze from the Garden of the
All-Glorious, a few years shall not elapse ere all will behold
that the whole country hath become fragrant, and that land
transformed into the Paradise of Delight; joy and gladness will
encompass all, the birds of the meadow will warble their songs,
and a new rapture will appear; the world will become another
world.

But it is essential that, in the utmost wisdom, they should
engage in teaching. And if any one of the friends guideth a soul
unto the light of guidance, he must, so far as possible, keep this
concealed; and that soul who hath been guided should likewise,
in secret, lead another to the Faith and keep him hidden.

The intent is this: that many souls ardently yearn to enter the
Kingdom, yet they are troubled by the clamour and publicity
that arise; for the beloved of God, as soon as a soul turneth
in acceptance, beat the drum and sound the trumpet to pro-
claim his faith and certitude. Nay rather, ye must act with
consummate prudence, and purify your hearts, and so order
your conduct that, by reason of your wise dealings, ye may
become famed throughout all regions.

If that which hath been set forth above be duly carried out—
namely, that every soul who teacheth another mention not the
teacher among the rest of the friends, and likewise keep the
newly guided one hidden and concealed—then no tumult and
alarm will ensue, nor will those who slumber upon the couch
of heedlessness obtain any inkling of the affairs of the friends.
In the end they will find themselves amazed and confounded.

And I, from the grace and bounty of the Lord, cherish the
hope that the friends, in this wise, will strive by night and
by day; that they will neither rest nor seek repose, until this
darksome world is illumined, and the diverse peoples are gath-
ered beneath the shelter of the one Word; that no hatred or
hostility shall remain; that none shall regard another as alien
or a stranger; but that all peoples and kindreds shall, with the
utmost love and kindness, be looked upon as intimates and
friends, and that in conformity with this principle they shall
walk and act.

O my God, my God! Strengthen Thy loved ones for the diffu-
sion of Thy fragrances, and confirm Thy chosen ones for the
exaltation of Thy Word and the establishment of Thy proofs
and evidences.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Subduing,
the Most Great. There is no God but Thee, the Creator, the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

i Sy Qs Lol 31 s 4l $1

Alop o365 7 gl S e 5 L 0}
1558 8wl saslee STV 5, K LU
3 oppe i gl oo Bl S s
039 pv Ao g_,'?:r dlc/) o.);f datb\ Oy

’J‘ziﬁ Ol Ole ;;f y[,;“; ¢ 2}

5 Cala, s SR il s b U
OBl oy 358 Skt (5o gy L (g
3 T (’f‘{" il g o yls D‘.’Q

J)\J))L.M) J}\JJ'

Sl s ) bt & S () g
S )l s s &8s s Jss sa)l
U3l s £ A elat ) duld il o502
345 gk 05l 5 a3l et 650
A5 BBl i 8 et § AU, 0L

2 o3S peme pi Al o Sl 5
Sl bt dlo Ale 3ls 1S § o
pﬁ*’ Lk Last Of e 5 4S5 §5 0,
P n;/' Loso s E3 der s 210 s5ee
A o Do) Sl Sl P i
g Oy 5 Sogpe Ble
S(-)\;J:ﬂ‘)gé)MC»c‘wJ 25 s
xﬁér\j\m)@u,@wja\edbh
555 Gy WL Oler &Tbm\,ﬁ@b\}
s sdely fad (b s adz Ol
2106 5Le) 5 6, K Olpde 5 Lian aisS
s ot Sl b el s e mm S
3 e 0del Gl sls LA L Gl e
s S

35 Sl 5 Je SOt ) A A
) Ko Wbl 5 o Sl e Sl
Sl

94

14



Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other) AB00842

Quickener, the Source of peace, the All-Watchful, the Self- NI f:E..J\)A:.El\ ) :5}23\ el KV 1s

Subsisting.

pl) posll #3LII oLl U

BRL_DAK#0407, SFI18.018-021

AB00842

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Mahfuruzak

Date: 1908-Oct-25

O maidservant of God! Your recent letter arrived and from its
contents it became clear that you are sorrowful and dejected,
grieved and withered, because for some time no messenger or
message has reached you from the Holy Shrine. You are right,
but do you know what ‘Abdu’l-Baha has endured in these re-
cent years? No day passed except arrows were aimed at me,
and no night came except darts were directed at me. As the
poet says:

No morning found me sleeping or smiling
No evening found me with peace of mind

If like Abraham I must enter the fire
Or like John have my blood spilled

If like Joseph you cast me in well and prison
Or make me poor like Jesus son of Mary

I will not turn away or leave you

My body and soul are for your command

In any case, there was not a minute of rest nor a moment’s
opportunity to send messenger or message, as the pen was in
the hand of every treacherous one and affairs were controlled
by the will and opinion of a tyrannical majority. Until the
circumstances became unbearable and no patience remained.
Tyranny reached such a degree that the thunderbolt of God’s
jealousy flashed and the high was made low. No one had imag-
ined or thought it possible. It was but a single cry and ev-
erything was turned upside down. The foundation of injustice
fell and the divine storm of wrath uprooted oppression from
its very base. The hand of the oppressors’ aggression was cut
off and the transgressions of the tyrants were prevented. The
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chains were removed from the prisoners and placed on the necks
of the enemies. The oppressive group was scattered and the
ignorant band became disheveled. The prisoner left the prison
and attained the holy threshold of the Self-Subsisting, and this
was through my Lord the All-Merciful’s grace by His power and
might pervading the pivot of the contingent world.

Therefore I too found opportunity and began writing and
speaking so that the maidservant of God would know that
she has not been forgotten for a moment and never will be.
She has always been under the gaze of favor and recipient of
Convey to the friends and maidservants of
the All-Merciful my most wonderful and glorious greetings
and say: O divine friends, silence and stillness make one
bewildered and dumbfounded. It makes the living dead and
the joyous and delighted sorrowful and grieved. One must
have enthusiasm and outcry, movement and means of glad
tidings and joy. Praise be to God, divine glad tidings have
set the horizons in motion and heavenly signs have awakened
East and West. Mazandaran which is the growing place of the
Blessed Tree must have a subtle and wondrous spring season
and its springtime must be soul-refreshing, for it was the
center of the divine spring and the arena of the All-Merciful
spring. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

infinite bounties.
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To: Qalami, Radiyyih daughter of Asadullah Isfahani, in Kurdistan

Date: 1908-Oct-25

O handmaiden of God! Your letter was noted. Its contents
were replete with expressions of faith and certitude and firm-
ness in the Covenant and Testament. Praise be to God that
you are the recipient of the favors of the Blessed Beauty and
the object of the bounties of His Holiness the Most Great One.
In that land you are occupied with the mention of God and you
are truly the spirit of that country and the lamp of that glass.
You had mentioned Mirza Muhammad, that he had shown you
the utmost love. In truth, this love is service to the Threshold
of Oneness and is acceptable at the Court of Truth, for it is for
the sake of God and in the path of God. I am hopeful through

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Opaian 455 adli=So L& *asl il
3 dge s Ol s Ol Olel 0Ly O eitee
dw\ﬁb{\)\.\,‘){k:}db
\.fﬂu\b‘ O UL& )9 9 SJLA Jla
CJ‘) 4.4...4.;\‘3) LLM ‘w\’f)ﬂ (J&‘ d\))
a2 Ve ) C\’J O gl 5 oSl
0358 Loy g_,«; <l 4{ 3y 8358 §3
u—o\a-\ ol Coad ;ns- Ol aaadl s
ﬁ\d)dﬁbﬂ)yog).l)-ld)&jw\
e Al e s J ) kel o

96


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1731.pdf#page=357
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/356.pdf#page=80

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other)

AB02124

divine grace and bounty that every servant may be immersed
in the ocean of forgiveness and enter beneath the shadow of
pardon and favor. The All-Forgiving Lord forgives sins and
transforms evil deeds into good ones.

2 Be not sorrowful over the ascension of your daughter, be not
grieved, sigh not, wail not, weep not, lament not, be not impa-
tient, for the world of water and clay is not the nest of heavenly
birds, and this earthly realm is not the abode of divine birds.
Assuredly the bird of dawn must wing its flight to the perfumed
rose garden, and inevitably the gazelle of the plain of the love
of God must hasten to the land of unity. The stranger yearns
for the original homeland and the exile longs for the illumined
gathering of Sinai.

You must become the cause of guidance for some of the hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful. This is necessary and obligatory.
This is the cause of eternal glory and everlasting life. Every
name and trace shall be erased and obliterated, and every com-
fort and ease shall ultimately be transformed into trials. There-
fore, seek comfort in the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree and
tranquility in sanctification and purification from defilement.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02124

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Oct-25

O longtime friend, your letter arrived. Praise be to God that
the revolution in Tehran ended well and the hands of the ag-
gressive ones were cut off. Some time ago a letter was written
to you with instructions, and it will surely arrive soon.

Now in this letter you have asked about your duties. The
answer was sent before. Since in these days Baku has gained
great capacity, if there is no obstacle and it is possible, travel
there immediately and engage in teaching souls. In the future,
peace and security will be established in all lands - at that time
you can travel to Khurasan and settle the affairs of yourself and
Mirza Ahmad and other relatives. Or now, as you have written,
you can appoint a representative there to handle affairs - it is
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up to you. The essence of all matters is sacrificing oneself
in teaching the Cause of the All-Forgiving Lord. This is the
foundation of all good and repeller of all harm.

An answer was written to Shirzad Khan - deliver it.

Convey the most wondrous and glorious greetings to the sons
of the unique martyr, Mulla Ali Sabzivari, and tell them praise
be to God that the descendants follow in the footsteps of their
predecessors, and those sons are of the essence and heart of
their fathers. I hope that good character will confirm noble
descent, and you will keep bright the lamp of that martyr to
the Blessed Beauty, and strive utmost in acquiring sciences and
arts, and be engaged day and night in teaching the Cause in
all ways.

Convey the most wondrous and glorious greetings from Abdul-
Baha to all the divine friends. Convey greetings of the shining
light from the longing ones to his honor Mu’ayyid al-Saltanih
wa’l-Din. Heart and soul are always remembering him with
utmost joy and delight.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! Abbas.
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AB02464

To: Khavar wife of Yusuf Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Oct-25

O handmaid of God! Thy letter was received, and previously
a prayer for forgiveness had been offered. Now, in the Persian
tongue, this is further emphasized, that thou mayest know with
certainty that that bewildered and love-distraught one, that
agitated and passion-stricken soul, pure and sanctified, hath
found admittance into the divine retreat and attained the vi-
sion of the everlasting Beauty. Be thou assured.

Thou didst write about the believers’ daughters who attend the
schools of other faiths. It is true that, while these children do
learn a little in such schools, still the character and behaviour
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of the women teachers have an effect on them, and through the
inculcation of doubts and ambiguities, the minds of these girls
are influenced and changed.

It is incumbent upon the friends to provide a school for Baha’i
girls whose women teachers will educate their pupils accord-
ing to the teachings of God. There must the girls be taught
spiritual ethics and holy ways.

A child is as a young plant: it will grow in whatever way you
train it. If you rear it to be truthful, and kind, and righteous, it
will grow straight, it will be fresh and tender, and will flourish.
But if not, then from faulty training it will grow bent, and
stand awry, and there will be no hope of changing it.

Certainly, the women teachers from Furope give instruction in
language and scripts, and housekeeping, and embroidery and
sewing; but their pupils’ character is completely altered, to
such a point that the girls no longer care for their mothers,
their disposition is spoiled, they misbehave, they become self-
satisfied and proud.

Rather, girls ought to be trained in such a manner that from
day to day they will become more self-effacing, more humble,
and will defer to and obey their parents and forebears, and be
a comfort and a solace to all.

The glory of the All-Glorious rest upon thee.
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To: Edith R Sanderson, in Paris
Date: 1908-Oct-25

...O0 Kind Lord! Thanks be to Thee for having made me one
of the chosen rather than merely the called, for having shown
me the path of the Kingdom and enabled me to witness the
lights of the Realm Above, for having breathed into me the
breath of life and quickened my heart and soul, and refreshed
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my spirit and consciousness. O Lord! Make this unknown one
renowned throughout all regions through Thy love, and make
this nameless one known in East and West through the light of
guidance. Place in my hand a brimming cup of the wine of Thy
love that I may intoxicate the world with this pure wine and
lead the thirsty to the spring of living waters. May I guide the
seekers of Thy beauty to the gathering of meeting and direct
the sick to the loving Physician. Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.
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AB12848

To: Edith De Bons Mackaye, in Egypt
Date: 1908-Oct-25

O thou dear handmaid of God! Render thanks unto God
that the means of reconciliation and fellowship with thine es-
teemed spouse have been established. The news of thy return
to Mr... hath made me exceedingly happy, for in the sight
of God naught is more beloved than harmony and concord,
while nothing is more abhorrent than estrangement and sep-
aration. Praised be God that love and harmony have been
re-established between you. I was deeply gladdened.
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AB01450

To: Baha’is of Bushihr et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1908-Oct-26+

O my God! Thou hast brought forth this radiant new age in
such wise as to stupefy all minds, and Thou hast raised up
this divine creation in such manner as to confound all souls.
Thou hast sent forth fertillizing winds to blow, and thereby
hast Thou quickened the gardens, valleys and hills. Through
the life of mercy hast Thou revived these regions and domains.
Thus have the meadows been adorned, the fountains made to
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flow, and the groves embellished through a ceaseless downpour
from the clouds of grace and bounty. From the wafting breeze
of Thy loving-kindness hath come a gentle wind, vivifying to
souls and hearts. The lands have turned green, the trees have
brought forth leaves, flowers have been made to bloom, fruits
have ripened, the anemones of inner reality have opened wide,
birds have broken into song, and eyes have been gladdened by
beholding these signs. The verses of Thy praise and glorifica-
tion have been chanted in this garden of lights, and the cry
of “Glory to God!” and “God is Most Great!” hath risen to
the Kingdom of Mysteries. The earth of realities hath stirred
and grown, bringing forth every beauteous kind, becoming as a
garden bedecked with most wondrous hues and made fragrant
with sweet perfumes that revive the souls and inmost hearts
of the righteous. The heavenly tables have been spread in the
midst of Paradise for Thy chosen ones.

O Lord! Praise be unto Thee for having rent asunder the
veils, shattered the barriers, lifted the covering, and manifested
Thyself unto all insight and vision through rays brilliant as
the dawn across all regions. Thus have the enchanted ones
hastened to the Center of Beauty, the thirsty ones rushed to the
Living Waters, the yearning ones attained Thy presence, and
those drawn unto Thee beheld the lights of Thy countenance.
Voices have been hushed at Thy call, necks have been bent
low before Thy sovereignty, heads have bowed in submission
to Thy proof, and faces have been humbled before Thy might
and majesty.

Praise be unto Thee for what Thou hast bestowed, thanks be
unto Thee for what Thou hast conferred, gratitude be unto
Thee for this supreme favor, and appreciation be unto Thee
for this manifest triumph. Verily Thou art the Generous One,
verily Thou art the Almighty, verily Thou art the All-Merciful,
the All-Compassionate.

O beloved friends of Abdu’l-Baha! For some time the path
was blocked, the way cut off, messengers forbidden, guards
delighted, and oppressors joyful. The hand of aggression was
extended, and spies and watchmen were constant companions.
The prisoner was imprisoned in another prison, and fresh
torment and cruelty befell the oppressed at every moment.
Threats were continuous and restrictions successive. Every
officer was a Pharaoh and every governor a Nimrod. Secret
telegrams were dispatched from a known center, and open
attacks were made. Hearts were sorrowful, souls grief-stricken
and dejected. The friends in all regions were disturbed, the
loved ones in all lands were expectant. Many were in despair,
some were acquainted with pain and sorrow.
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When all doors were shut and hearts were wearied, suddenly
the herald of the unseen raised a mighty call. The hosts of the
Abha Kingdom rushed forth, the armies of the Concourse on
High descended. The pillars of tyranny were shaken, the foun-
dation of despotism was disturbed. The thunderbolt of divine
might struck, the edifice of oppression and injustice collapsed.
The doors were opened, the watchman removed. Messengers
hastened to the luminous Shrine, the deprived attained the
honor of visiting the Threshold of the All-Merciful. The dark
clouds dispersed, and the star of infinite oppression vanished.
The feast of joy was spread, the celebration of gladness was
prepared. The banner of truth was raised high, the sign of
victory gladdened hearts.

i Now the friends in the rose-garden of the All-Merciful are com-

panions to lute and song, engaged in the melodies of the Psalms
of David. From every direction comes glad-tidings, and at ev-
ery moment a sign from the Abha Kingdom. Abdu’l-Baha is
honored to be at the sacred dust of the Holy Shrine, and the
prisoner’s nostrils are perfumed in the Blessed Spot.

Therefore, O friends, this bounty of the Lord of Might is pre-
cious, and this is the day of opportunity. Observe how in a
brief period what waves and commotion have become manifest
in Persia and the Turkish lands, and how the signs of power are
evident in these two regions. Such events have no precedent
in earlier centuries. I hope this will cause souls to awaken and
hearts to become alert. May the sleeping ones awaken and the
heedless become mindful. May the melody of the Concourse
on High rise up and the song of the birds of the Abha Paradise
be heard. May the friends arise to teach and the ignorant read
the eloquent decree. May the unwise learn wisdom and the
troubled find rest. May the blind seek vision, until the dusty
earth becomes an Abha Paradise and the earthly furnace a
heavenly rose-garden. May the realm of death find life and the
barren land yield crops. May the cold region be ignited and
the treasure of the Abha Kingdom be amassed. May the world
become another world and existence don a new garment. May
the thankful birds burst into song and grateful souls chant the
verses of unity. This is from the grace of my Most Exalted
Lord, and this is from the bounties of my Most Glorious Mas-
ter’s Beauty. And upon you be salutations and praise, in the
beginning and the end.
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To: Anna Schmitt, in Washington, DC
Date: 1908-Oct-31

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. You
are truly attracted to reality and possess the capacity for the
luminosity of guidance. You have become detached from the
unfaithful ones and withdrawn from false pretenders. It is as
you wrote. The way of Christ was that of glad tidings, but the
religious leaders transformed those glad tidings into hardship
and burden. Those tidings were pure water, but the leaders,
following their own desires and passions, mixed it with harmful
elements.

2 Now you too must spend your time spreading glad tidings and

herald the Abha Kingdom. Abdul-Baha was in great danger
and at every moment ready for crucifixion. Now matters have
turned according to your wish - the dangers have lessened, the
means of freedom have been provided, and this through the all-
encompassing power of God. No one ever imagined that such a
momentous event would suddenly occur, but the Lord of Hosts,
through Abdul-Baha’s freedom, liberated all the prisoners of
this land, and these great signs should cause souls to awaken.

You asked about the meaning of the statement “the errors of
fathers and mothers will affect children for four generations.”
Know that spiritual diseases are like physical diseases. You
observe that if someone suffers from a chronic physical illness,
its effects remain in their children for three or four generations.
Similarly, when one is afflicted with the spiritual disease of bad
character, it has a profound effect on their descendants, for up-
bringing has a remarkable influence. That person’s character
traits are transmitted to their progeny. Therefore, a power-
ful force is needed to eliminate this effect. The error referred
to here means bad character and heedlessness of God, and in
truth, this error is the breaking of the Covenant, whose degra-
dation remains in the children for four generations.

In any case, I hope that you will become the cause of illuminat-
ing souls so they may acquire divine qualities, and that your
good character will influence multitudes of souls.
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To: Marie L Hopper
Date: 1908-Oct-31

O thou favoured maidservant of the Threshold of the Almighty!

Mr. Hopper had asked of me that he may hasten unto the
place of sacrifice, give himself up as an offering to the Abha
Beauty and drink the cup of the most glorious martyrdom.

Praise be to God he was successful in his consecrated efforts
and was assisted in serving Him. This is but martyrdom itself.
This is the sacrifice of one’s life in the path of the one true
God.

The purpose is this: it was the wish of that departed one to
sacrifice himself. Praise be to God that he attained unto this
gift, was exhilarated with this cup of favours and hastened
unto the invisible kingdom of oneness in the utmost joy and
gladness. Now he is engaged in praising and glorifying the
bountiful Lord, with wondrous melodies, in the gardens of the
Kingdom. He became free from this earthly world and has-
tened unto the infinite realm of his Lord. He was released
from this dustheap, found his way unto the divine Court, and
became a nightingale in the rose garden of truth. He was freed
from this contingent world and soared upwards unto the vast
expanse and lofty heights of the Infinite.

Consequently be thou not grieved and let not thy heart be
saddened. Follow the example of that glorious soul and walk
in his footsteps, that thou might see him in the divine world
and enjoy everlasting association and companionship with him.

MAX.246-247
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To: Ella Bailey, in Oakland
Date: 1908-Oct-31

O thou who art attracted to God! Miss Helen Goodall praised
most highly thy heart’s attraction. Those souls who possess
the capacity to receive the outpourings of the Kingdom and
are qualified to obtain the confirmations of the Holy Spirit
become attracted through a single word. But those souls who
lack capacity, no matter how much thou mayest explain the
divine counsels and advice to them, and no matter how much
the breeze of the Holy Spirit may waft, it will produce no effect;
rather, it will only increase their frozenness and heedlessness.
Oil becomes instantly ignited when it comes in contact with
fire, but black stone is not affected by the heat of the fire. Now,
praise be to God, thou didst possess a sincere intention and a
superior capacity, such that with the mere utterance of a word
thou becamest attracted, and this is among the greatest of
divine bestowals.

BWF.364-365x

AB09727

To: Helen S Goodall
Date: 1908-Nov-02

Thou hast asked about the stars and whether they are devoid
of inhabitants. Know that God hath not created all these
existing things without purpose.

Each of these stars is like unto the sphere of earth and is inhab-
ited by living beings with the utmost grandeur. Although this
earthly sphere is small, it containeth many different species -
consider then how much more those great celestial bodies must
contain! Living beings exist in each according to its composi-
tion, and assuredly none are void.

PN__unsorted p088
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To: Walters Goodyear, in New York
Date: 1908-Nov-04

O thou who seekest eternal life! Know thou that human beings
are of two kinds. Some are of a material inclination, enslaved
to the world of nature. Their highest aspiration is to make
progress in the material world in doing this they follow the
example of other animals which are also enslaved by the world
of nature, the only difference being that the natural character-
istics of man are slightly more honourable than those of other
creatures.

The other kind of human beings are those who seek the sub-
lime world, who crave to become heavenly creatures like the
prophets and the holy saints, and merciful souls attracted to
the kingdom of God.

Since thou art endowed with a sublime character and high ide-
als study thou the divine teachings and act in accordance with
the heavenly counsels. Acquire the attributes of the merciful,
be thou attracted to the holy fragrances so that thou mayest
be revived by the breaths of the Holy Spirit and once thou hast
taught thyself thou shalt be able to teach and educate other
souls likewise.

If thou shouldst reach this lofty station thou shalt be baptised
with the water of the knowledge of God, with the fire of the
love of God and with the spirit of divine bounty. Then, verily
shalt thou attain life everlasting.
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ABU0965

Words spoken on 1908-Nov-07 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Should we come into touch with those ...
Prophets, how can we prove to them their Divinity?

Should we come in touch with those who are naturalists, or
those who do not believe in God or His Prophets, how can we
prove to them their Divinity?
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‘Abdu’l-Baha said: First of all, you should not argue with them
or oppose them, or they will deny even the things which they
see with their eyes. For example, they will see the Light here,
and they will say there is no light.

One must talk to them very kindly, in order to let them know
the desired object. When you ask them “Who is the Creator
of the world? What is your opinion in the matter?” They will
answer: “It is quite plain and evident that there are various
kinds of elements, and by being composed a being is formed.”

We must say, “You are right, it seems to be so, but we have
heard something else, some philosophers and learned men told
us as follows: ‘When we look carefully at objects and things
we can comprehend and understand that by the composition of
some elements something is formed; this is quite evident. But
there are three kinds of composition.

One is accomplished by force; for instance, fire attracts water,
this is made through force - that is, the elements attract each
other; when they come together they form an object. This kind
of composition is called innate or natural attraction, made by
force.

The second kind of composition is said to be done by chance,
for instance, it rained by chance, the sun cast its rays by chance;
therefore, vegetables grow.

The third is a composition made by will, by aim;—for instance,—
A doctor gives a medicine which is composed of various ele-
ments, compounded by his will; knowing the ingredients of the
drugs he compounds them by will’

We must look and see very carefully that we understand
whether the things or objects of the world are formed through
the power of attraction made by force; if it is so, then
there should not be the decomposition, because the elements
attracted by the other must remain together everlastingly;
corruption must not take place; some realize that there are
both composition and decomposition.

As to the second, which was by chance,~this is also not perfect,
but completely invalid. How can there be movement without
a mover?

As to the third, that all objects in the world are made or formed
by will. Then, there should be a Creator for everything, for
instance, to place the eye in its own place, the ear in its proper
place, etc. Such a power creates, gives life to man, and works
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through His will. We call this will, GOD! All the prophets
believed in such a Great Being.”

FRGA.003

ABU2077

Words to Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-07 in Haifa/Akka

A good foundation is laid in Germany. The believers must be
firmly founded in the principles of morality and honesty.

First—Truthfulness; no one should ever tell a lie!
Second—Honesty in all their transactions.
Third—Forbearance is necessary.

Fourth-They must observe the utmost kindness, so that all
may consider themselves servants of each other, and be truthful
and honest to all mankind.

Fifth—-They must not disappoint anyone, but constantly en-
deavor to become more spiritual.

If they live up to these commandments the confirmation of the
Spirit will surely reach them. The Spirit will descend and they
will surely progress.

If you make Stuttgart a strong center, it will be of great benefit
for other cities, for they can refer to it. If a great tree in the
forest is ablaze it will set others on fire; if you plant a palm its
roots spread in every direction.

If you would like to go to other cities it is approved.

I pray for you all. T ask God’s blessings to descend upon you.
May each one of you be as the light from a lamp to enlighten
an assembly.

SW__vO7#18 p.183x, FRGA.002
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ABU1319

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-08 in Haifa/Akka

You are not accustomed to Persian food. America and Europe
are like unto the dawn of the sun of reality, just at the begin-
ning of the morning. But before long the Sun of Reality will
give its full light, then you will realize how beautiful it will
be. But now it is like the beginning of spring, when the grass
comes through the ground, but when the time of blossom and
fruition will come, it will be very beautiful. Just now you are
living in the spring time, and you must work very hard that
you become fruitful trees.

The tree, no matter how green or beautiful it may be, if it is
not fruitful, it is useless. So you will see many trees which
are green and fresh, but produce no fruit. In the same way
you see a man in the world who is very wise, learned, refined,
accomplished, and diplomatic, but he is deprived of the Bounty
of the Kingdom, and will not possess a share of it. But it is
possible to see a man who is not accomplished or educated but
who still has a share in the Bounty of the Kingdom, and when
he attains to the Bounty of the Kingdom, of course he will be
a fruitful tree.

Notice the women who lived in the time of Christ, and who
believed in Him in those days; though they had no share in
science or learning, but as they had entered into the Kingdom
of God they obtained fruit out of their existence and became
fruitful trees.

If one entering the Kingdom of God possesses learning and
science it is well, but the essential thing, or the thing of great-
est importance, is to enter into the Kingdom of God, and to
be characterized by the Divine attributes, and to have the in-
tention of doing good to the world, and to be perfectly kind
to each member of the human family, and serve in promoting
Universal Peace. Science and learning are good, but they are
the branches, not the root.

FRGA.010
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ABU2369

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-08 in Haifa/Akka

In former cycles people used to relate by tradition the things
which happened during the time of the Prophets; for instance,
the disciples explained the miracles during the time of Christ;
But in this great day facts are
established; what Baha’u’llah has performed was seen by the
eyes.

these statements were oral.

When Baha’u’llah was under chains He sent tablets to the kings.
He admonished Napoleon Bonaparte severely. What he said
was fulfilled. Likewise, the recent movements in the capital
of Persia, Teheran, were mentioned forty years ago. Those
tablets were printed then and distributed —a matter of record
forty years ago. These are not oral; even enemies cannot deny
it.

While in prison Baha'u’llah sent a tablet to Abdul Majid, fa-
ther of the present Shah, arraigning him severely, telling him
he would be dethroned. All that was foretold has come to pass,
literally.

FRGA.O011

AB00640

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-09

O thou Summoner to the Covenant! Your letter was received,
and fortuitously Monsieur Dreyfus and the enamored hand-
maid of God Miss Laura Barney were also present at the time,
and they were consulted concerning tutoresses and female
physicians. They confirmed the possibility of finding suitable
candidates. Therefore, a letter was written to Mr. Woodcock
in America concerning this request and, God willing, ere
long a reply will be received and the details will be shared
with you. However, inasmuch as this is the beginning of
such an establishment, finding two female physicians and two
tutoresses will prove difficult, and ye should be satisfied with
one of each. The friends of God must exert every effort in
providing the means of recreation, respite and joy for them.
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They must also organize the affairs of the school in such way
that day by day it may progress; otherwise, it will become a
disgrace and the friends of God will surely not allow for this
to happen.

2 Thou hast written concerning the upheaval in Iran, this up-
heaval is explicitly mentioned in the Kitab-i-Aqdas and it is
severe. I had written to the friends from the beginning that
they should distance themselves from all political parties, and
shun every friction, they should entrust the affairs of this ma-
terial world to those whose concern is the mundane matters of
this earth, and leave its politics to the statesmen. The friends
must engage sacrificially by day and by night in educating hu-
manity with their words, their hearts and their souls, and in
instructing them in heavenly character, and bestowing a new
life on every seeker through the sanctified fragrances of the
Abha Kingdom, so that through the grace of God and His
loving kindness, they may hoist the standards of truthfulness,
uprightness, reconciliation, and piety in the midmost heart of
the world, and make its dwellers the companions of one an-
other and its people loving and yearning for each other so that
the triumphal call of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha is raised in every land,
and that the cry of: ‘There is no clamor in town, but for the
flowing locks of the beloved; and there is no intrigue in the
world, but for the arch of the beloved’s eyebrow’ is heard in all
regions. This is of utmost importance and all else is but the
playthings of children.

3 While politics is important in its own right, as are other activi-
ties such as trade, industry and agriculture, yet in comparison
with the Cause of God, all these matters are playthings of chil-
dren. Therefore, the beloved of God should busy themselves
with the education and nurturing of the human souls so that
they may all gather beneath the shadow of the Word of God
and assemble under the tabernacle of universal peace and di-
vine love. This accomplishment necessitates that they do not
associate with the conflicting and disputing political parties of
the world.

O my God! O my God! This is Thy servant who hath turned
towards the kingdom of Thy mercy and inclined his face with
devotion towards Thy Countenance. He hath rid himself of all
but Thee and hath recited the verses of Thy oneness and made
mention of Thy attributes and Thy praises and glorification.
O God! His bones have weakened, his hair hath turned white,
and he invariably calleth Thee in the midmost heart of the
night and during daytime, and invoketh Thee with a heart
overflowing with the wine of mysteries, and glorifieth Thee
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with lofty utterance amongst the concourse of the righteous.
O God! Afford him his highest wish, look favorably upon his
aspirations, and cause him to become a sign of Thy mercy
amongst all people. Thou art the Gracious, the Almighty, the
All-Bountiful and Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Merciful,
the Most Compassionate.

He is God

Jinab-i-Adib: Think thou at all times to teach the Cause of
God to prominent personages. Whosoever acknowledgeth its
truth, thou must assuredly do your utmost to conceal his iden-
tity so that no soul is made aware of this and the news not
made public. The friends of God have not so far been circum-
spect of this matter. There are many great personalities who
are seekers but fearful of fame. The friends of God must upon
teaching a soul, wholly conceal their identity. The glory of the
Most Glorious rest upon thee.
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ABU1706

Words to Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-09 in Haifa/Akka

Turning to Miss Alma he said: “Are you happy? Have the
people of Germany the capacity to receive? Don’t they hate
you? Do they love you? If I were in their place I would put you
out, for you are a rioter. The people objected to the disciples

at the time of Christ, saying they had led the people astray.”

“In the time of Moses, Pharaoh said, ‘We will kill Moses, for
he wishes to change our religion, and will be the cause of great
damage to our land. Therefore, let us kill him soon, in order to
protect our religion’. Now the people of Germany will say the
same to you, that you have gone there to change their religion.
In Haifa there is a colony of Germans. When they came they
were very pious and sincere, but they have departed from their
mission and have become very haughty.”

“The Kingdom of God is like a tailor, and nations and sects are

like pieces of cloth or materials; each nation or sect is a special
material and now the real tailor is relating or connecting these
materials to each other. We hope that before long there will be
made a Divine robe out of these nations or materials. Again,
the Lord of the Kingdom is like a gardener. He plants in the
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garden many flowers of various colors, puts them together like
this bunch (referring to one on the table). So we are waiting
and expecting to finish this bunch.”

(After a pause.)
“At present the gardener is working.”

FRGA.014

ABUO0838

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-10 in Haifa/Akka

For every great cause which is to appear, God will prepare
some means. For instance, when the season of Spring is at
hand, before that season appears there will be snow storms,
rain, thunder and a great many things will happen. This is a
preparation for the coming of the Spring. If preparation should
not precede, the Spring would not appear. The greater the
storms, the more abundant the fall of rain, the more beautiful
and splendid is the Spring.

Although the former Manifestations have come from God, the
means of unity for mankind was not prepared in their time. It
was as though there was nothing, and conflicting conditions
were still remaining in the world; there was no transportation
and railways, no joining of Europe, Asia and Africa. People
could not meet each other, the means were not ready. If a man
should travel some distance from his country, he could not let
it be known where he was. Because of this the teachings of
Moses were confined to Palestine. The cause of Jesus Christ
was spread over some parts of Europe, Asia and Africa, and
the cause of Mohammed over some parts of Europe, Asia and
Africa; none were universal.

The unity of mankind was not realized, perfect connection was
not produced amongst mankind, for there was no means for
this; they could not meet each other. But in the Cause of the
Blessed Perfection, Baha'u’llah, the greatest preparations are
in evidence. The means for the unity and harmony of mankind
is found in the most complete way. Communication is so easy
that in a single moment the East can communicate with the
West. A hundred days can be passed in a single day. Ships,
in other Manifestations, could only sail near the shore, and if
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sometimes they did go far they would be missed and could not
be traced. Now they cross the ocean.

In the days of the Prophets, Christ and Mohammed, there were
many plains and deserts on which no one had traveled, now the
trains can go directly and pass over them easily, and the land
and sea are so connected with each other that the globe can
be traversed in one month. Hence the world has received the
capacity for the unity of mankind. These preparations, these
capacities, are all made ready for the spread of the teachings
of this Great Cause; and it is possible that the teachings and
instruction of Baha’u’llah can be given to everybody in the
world; therefore, the hope is great that the tent of unity will
soon be pitched, and there is great probability that war and
strife will be annihilated, and it is possible that the trades,
professions and arts of the earth shall be diffused, therefore it
is possible that the Teachings shall be spread throughout the
world.

Were it not for this preparation it would be impossible for you
to have heard of this Cause in your country. This is a self-
evident proof that the world has received the capacity for the
Cause, and what Cause in the world is greater than this?

FRGA.017

AB01685

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Ali Abbasuf (Urumiyyih), in Ridaiyyih

Date: 1908-Nov-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and it became known that the righteous ones raised their voices
in utmost joy and delight at the freedom of this captive with
perfumed locks, and they held celebrations of happiness and
gladness, and arranged feasts of joy and felicity. This attrac-
tion and eagerness, this happiness and delight, clearly springs
from spiritual attractions.

But to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, captivity is freedom and freedom is
captivity; bondage is release and prison is a heavenly palace.
Praise be to God, He has become intimate with calamities and
accustomed to them, for He has found His life’s purpose in the
tribulations of the path of God. Now with what heart can He
be content, and with what glad tidings can He be happy and
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joyous? There is no bond or chain, no fetters or shackles, no
prison or humiliation, no confinement or weakness, no beating
or killing, no banishment or prevention, no torment or cruelty.
And after this, what constancy and faithfulness?

In one of the blessed Tablets revealed in Iraq it states that trials
and tribulations, afflictions and calamities are proofs of the
sincere lover and the agreeable yearner. Every claimant seeks
a witness, and the lover and seeker needs evidence. Thus for
those who long for the countenance of the Friend, their heart’s
desire is the reproach of enemies, the blame of the malicious,
severe torment, chains and iron fetters, nay rather sword and
spear and blade and arrow, oppression and cruelty, poison and
affliction. This is the measure, and whoever does not desire
this has fled from the field....
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Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-10 in Haifa/Akka

Nothing is lasting in the material world. Why should we want
a kingdom of this earth? It does not last! But service in the
Kingdom of God will last forever. Since Christ’s time how
many kings and queens have come and gone; is there any men-
tion of some of them? But look at those women in the days of
Christ - Mary Magdalen and others, they served in the cause
of God, and their names are still living.

Mary Magdalen was only a woman of the town, and they used
to blame her very much, but after she believed in Christ see
her glory! Judge by the present, how many days have passed,
and we are now talking about her.

What great bounty and Providence He has given His maid-
servants, a glorious crown placed upon their heads, great bless-
ings do descend upon them. If you thank God every moment,
you cannot thank Him enough.

Therefore when you go back from here you must go with perfect
joy and give the glad tidings to every one. Just think of anyone
outwardly, to be able to reach a King or a President, how happy
he is! But you have found the way to God, you have entered
the Kingdom of God, become maid-servants of God.
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If while outside the Kingdom you should think yourself the
most happy creature, you are not.

All the meetings in the world forever and ever will be occupied
in your mention and in glorifying you, but for your love for
Baha’u’llah you will, perhaps, be blamed, cursed, injured; but
the children and descendants who follow them that blame, will
glorify you, and wish to be in your place. Therefore whatever
you receive from the people, you must be more happy, rejoiced,
and the more enkindled because in the end the victory is yours.

FRGA.015

ABU1769

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-10 in Haifa/Akka

We are having a very good meeting, very sweet and full of
the Spirit. Thanks be to God that the love of Baha’u’llah
has gathered us. Our countries are different and far from one
another, and in the same way our national customs and habits
are different, our languages, our opinions and thoughts are
different; in every way we are very far from one another. But
the influence of the word of God has gathered us, and we are
here together in perfect love. Therefore, it is very interesting,
delicious, and sweet - very much sweeter than this melon.

You must consider how dear you were to God that He has led
you to His Kingdom, and that you were chosen from the many
who were called.

How many clergymen, ministers have no share in this! How
many men of knowledge, many philosophers, princes, and
kings! All these are deprived and you have attained. God has
chosen you. How dear you were to God.

It was the same in the days of Christ. All the Pharisees, all
the great men, all the kings, all the ministers, and all the rich
people and men of importance were deprived. Peter, Paul,
Mark, John, Mary Magdalen and Mary, the Mother of Jesus,
such were the ones who attained to the Kingdom. Now one
can realize how dear those souls were to God, that He chose
them to enter and serve in His kingdom.

FRGA.016
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ABU1511

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-11 in Haifa/Akka

In the world of existence one must look in everything to the
capacity and ability. For instance, if a man wishes to attain
the art of writing, he must look to himself to see whether he
has the ability or not. If a man wishes to teach, he must feel
sure that he has the ability. So it is with a captain; he must
first realize in himself whether he is fitted for that work or not.
In short, every work depends upon capacity and ability, that
is man must first see whether he has the ability for working
in some profession, or not; without regarding this matter he
would at last be disappointed.

But in the work of the Kingdom of God, that is exceptional:
In this place or station one should not consider capacity or
ability; the confirmation of the Spirit will descend; because
we hold that the weakest souls through the confirmation of
the Holy Spirit become the most powerful. Some souls who
were outwardly ignorant, through this gift become learned ones.
The weakest souls become the strongest. Many times a woman
has surpassed a thousand men, or, rather, through this help
could withstand all the people of the world.

His highness, Moses, was apparently a shepherd, but through
the Divine Power, he overcame Pharaoh and his armies. Like-
wise, the disciples were the weakest souls, but through the
Breath of the Holy Spirit and the assistance of the Kingdom of
God, they became the strongest ones. The object which I wish
to convey to you is this - you should not look at your capacity
or ability, nay, rather, rely upon the confirmation of the Holy
Spirit - do not doubt. Be confident and sure. It will help you.

SW_ v08#08 p.104x, FRGA.021
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ABU1767

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-11 in Haifa/Akka

How are the Believers? Are they enkindled? Are they brilliant
stars in the Assembly? Do they serve the Cause of God in
Love and Harmony? In the meetings of Believers is there a
real quickening, or is it cold? There is a difference. Sometimes
there are people at a meeting who are like candles having no
light. They have been extinguished. There are other candles
which are aflame and give light to the meeting.

Meetings are like gardens. There are some gardens which are
fresh and fertile, having trees which have beautiful blossoms,
which produce very sweet and delicious fruit. But there are
gardens which are dead.

What we wish for the meetings of Believers is that they shall be
enkindled and enlightened. That the faces of the Believers shall
be like sunshine, like the open rose, so that every one entering
the meeting will recognize the light which they possess. It will
be like a man entering a garden, and though he may have a
cold and so be unable to inhale the perfume, yet he can see the
full beauty and the freshness of the flowers.

In the meeting the words of the Believers must be about God
and the Wisdom of God, or to illustrate the proofs and signs of
God. What we mean by this is that the words must be words
for the enlightenment and enkindlement of others, just as we
speak with love and kindness to the people of the world.

FRGA.020

AB00600

To: FEkstein, Atto et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Nov-12

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! When the call of truth
was raised and spread throughout East and West, certain souls
were drawn to the Word of God and hearkened to the call with
utmost attraction, rapture, joy and gladness. They rent asun-
der the veil of idle fancies and were delivered from ancestral
traditions. They beheld with their own eyes and not through
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the eyes of others, heard with their own ears and not through
the hearing of others, comprehended with their own minds and
not through the understanding of others.

These souls were lovers of the light, and when they beheld
the morn of truth and witnessed the rays of the divine Sun,
they were attracted, believed, became enkindled and attained
to the Kingdom of God. They became the recipients of boun-
ties, the dawning-places of lights and the daysprings of mys-
teries. They chanted the verses of guidance and turned to the
Abha Kingdom. Blessed are these souls who recognized the
Promised Beauty and entered beneath the shadow of the Lord
of Hosts. Today they are the army of salvation and the hosts
of life, engaged in heavenly conquests in both East and West,
and occupied with the conquest of hearts in Asia and America.
At every moment divine confirmations descend from the Abha
Kingdom, and each day hosts and armies from the Concourse
on High are sent down. Thus do you observe that when a
single soul enters a region or city and raises the call, he im-
mediately perceives its effect upon pure souls, and the lights
of faith and certitude become manifest. The call of the Abha
Kingdom penetrates swiftly like spirit through veins, arteries,
hearts and souls, creating a new creation and baptizing with
water, spirit and fire. A second birth takes place and a new
creation is raised up.

But other souls are like those of whom Christ spoke in the
Gospel, who have eyes but see not, have ears but hear not,
and have hearts but understand not, “and I shall heal them.”
In brief, certain souls were awakened by the divine call and
became conscious, while others remain heedless and negligent
to this day, bewildered and deprived of the sea of life, despair-
ing of the favors of the Lord of Signs. They are bereft of
heavenly bounty and distant from the breathings of the Holy
Spirit. They have set their hearts upon this world of dust and
water, and are unaware of heavenly bestowals. They have de-
filed themselves with the affairs of this transient world and
are heedless of the eternal realm and everlasting life. They
are content with a drop and are deprived of the ocean’s waves.
They are attached to an atom and are heedless and far re-
moved from the Sun of Truth. It is a cause for regret that in
this illumined century and divine age, man should be deprived
of divine bounty. If a tree fails to become verdant and flour-
ishing in the springtime through the life-giving divine breeze,
and yields no blossoms or fruit, in what season will it become
verdant and in what time will it yield fruit? Surely it will be
forever deprived and eternally hopeless.
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1 Now you must render thanks for these divine bestowals, for
praise be to God, you have received a portion from the Sun of
Truth and a share of heavenly bestowals. You have heard the
divine call and have been quickened by the breathings of the
Holy Spirit. Ye have entered the eternal world and attained
everlasting grace. Ye have been blessed with a bounty which,
like the morning star, shall shine throughout the cycles and
ages, and which, like the soul-refreshing breeze from the Par-
adise of Abha, shall confer eternal life upon vast multitudes.
And upon ye be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.061-062, BW_ v07p737, FRGA.036-038
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ABU1401

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-12 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: [A picture of Jacob wrestling with the Angel had been submitted for an

explanation.]

The word Angel referred to in any of the Holy books does not
refer to physical bodies descending from Heaven. Angel has
two meanings. One is Divine Confirmation, which has been
metaphorically called Angel; hence, when the word Angel is
used, Divine Forces and Confirmations are meant.

The second is the following: Angels refer to human souls
imbued with Divine attributes and Heavenly characteristics.
They are the souls of whom the Lord has said: “We shall make
men after Our likeness and image”; the purpose of the image
or likeness is Divine attributes. For though outwardly of the
earth, earthly, yet in reality they are of Heaven; although they
are human, they are not accounted of the human - they are
the Heavenly Angels, the radiant lamps, the Heavenly stars.
Their Temple, or body, holds the station of the shell, while
their spirits are like the pearl within. The body is like the
rind, the spirit is like the kernel. The body is like the glass
chimney on the lamp while the spirit is the light within. The
glass is dark, and does not give light of itself, but inasmuch
as the light has illuminated it, it has become an instrument of
illumination. Angels referred to have earthly bodies, yet their
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characteristics are Heavenly, therefore they are interpreted as
Angels.

And His Holiness, Jacob, because of having received Heavenly
confirmations, with all his power held on to that force and
power. For some souls receive confirmations, but they do not
appreciate it. A child receiving a priceless gem, not knowing
its value, will throw it aside, or another will sell his precious
stone for a very small amount.

But His Holiness, Jacob, was not thus. His Holiness, Jacob,
did know its value. He held on to the Hem (the Heavenly
attributes), as depicted in the picture referred to.

FRGA.030

ABU1701

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-12 in Haifa/Akka

We should seek the Heavenly Kingdom. The earthly Presi-
dency returns to dust, but the Heavenly Sovereignty is ever-
lasting.

On the material plane even a goat may become a leader and all
the rest of the goats will follow him. A herd of cows, treading
their way home, has a leader, and the leader is very proud,
holding his head high and tossing it from side to side. But the
Heavenly Sovereignty is like the Sun when all the satellites of
the Solar System revolve around it. To all of them the Sun
gives light, and is eternal. Both the sovereign and the citizen
receive bounty.

The physical or natural leader of the people is selected by the
people, but the Heavenly Leader is selected by the Lord. A
material leader, if a king, is mighty by the sword, and if a pres-
ident, is powerful by the consensus of opinion. The Heavenly
Ruler is mighty through Divine Bounty, and the election of the
Holy Spirit, and through the Power of the Love of God.

The organizer of earthly sovereignty is a domineering, subju-
gating power, while the organizer of the Eternal Sovereignty is
the Love Power.

The worldly sovereignty is effaced by a handful of dust, but
a Divine and Heavenly Sovereignty is everlasting, effective,
through the ages.
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The earthly sovereignty destroys many souls in the process of
its organization, while the Spiritual Sovereignty bestows life in
the process of its organization. Therefore, alas for the souls
who do away with themselves for earthly sovereignty!

FRGA.033

ABU2085

Words to Ida Finch and Fanny and Alma Knobloch, spoken on 1908-Nov-12 in Haifa/Akka

Be ye not grieved or sorrowful that no great wealth or property
has been bestowed upon you. Look at the birds! The first thing
in the morning they are very thirsty and hungry. They go to
the spring, and a few drops quench their thirst; then they pick
up a few seeds and are perfectly satisfied and sit upon the
branches and sing the praises of God. I hope you, too, will be
satisfied.

Christ says that we are like the birds. The birds have habits;
one is that they are satisfied with a few grains; they have
neither property nor possessions; and they are most of the time
on the branches of the trees, singing their beautiful melodies.
Now you should be satisfied with worldly things, and spend
most of the time in spreading the truths of the Word of God.
I hope while you are here you will become so filled with the
love of God, and so satisfied that you will give to all a share.

‘Abdu’l-Baha then suddenly spoke to Mrs. Finch, and said:
“Can’t you influence your daughter to be a believer?”

“I have tried, but she says she is not ready yet. She is sur-
rounded by worldly things.”

He said:

“She can be in the world and still be a firm believer. She will
become a very beautiful believer. You will help her.”

“Since coming away my husband and son have announced that
they were believers; it has made me very happy.”

“You will find a very happy household when you return; great
rejoicing.”

SW__v08#02 p.027, FRGA.029
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ABO05158

To: Farsi, Jamshid Khudadad et al.,
Date: 1908-Nov-15

in Bombay

O Creator of the world! Praise and worship befit Thee, for
Thou hast adorned and given comfort to creation through lov-
ing friends. Souls are seeking Thee and hearts are distracted
by Thee. These noble ones have drunk from the cup of Thy
love and have tasted the wine of truthfulness and friendship.
They are intoxicated by that chalice and in the rose garden of
the Kingdom are like tulips holding the wine cup.

O Forgiver, forgive!l O Bestower, bestow! Though we are sin-
ners, we place our hopes in Thee, and though we are in dark
night, we seek Thy light. We are powerless - Thou art the
Powerful One. We are without head or refuge - Thou art the
Kind One. Forgive and bestow and show favor and set right
the affairs of the friends. Thou art the All-Seeing and the
All-Powerful, and Thou art the Bestower and the All-Hearing.
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AB06195

To: Wife of Nasrullah (Mutamidul-Vizarah) et al.
Date: 1908-Nov-15

O two cherished handmaidens of God! You are two favored
maidservants at the Divine Threshold and two experienced ser-
vants at the Sacred Court. The lights of the love of God shine
bright from your countenances, and your hearts and souls are
sweetened with the honey of divine knowledge. His grace en-
compasses you from every direction, and His bounty and be-

stowal is complete in every respect.

Therefore, as much as you can, spread joy and delight, cast
frankincense and ambergris upon the censer, diffuse holy fra-
grances, arrange intimate gatherings, associate with the hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful, scatter musk and perfume, and
pour forth honey and sugar. This befits distinguished maidser-
vants, and this is worthy of the character and conduct of the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful.
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Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

6\;\(\ ;EKJ‘ &l&) 3

MKT7.092b

AB12577

To: Edwin Fisher, in New York
Date: 1908-Nov-15

O thou who hast turned unto God! Rejoice in the mercy of
God, anticipate every good from God, and await aid, protec-
tion, grace and benevolence from God.

I have beseeched God to look upon thee with the eye of His
mercy, to facilitate thy hopes, to transform hardship into ease,
and to prepare for thee a way of right guidance in thy affairs.

Therefore be thou assured of thy Lord’s bounty, seek from
His generosity, supplicate unto Him and implore Him. Ver-
ily He is the Helper of whosoever calleth upon Him and the
Answerer of whosoever appealeth unto Him. Verily He is the
Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

BBBD.066

AB05799

To: Relatives of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-16

O relatives of this herald of truth Ibn-i-Abhar! He abandoned
comfort and ease, became separated from his familiar home-
land, and traversed vast distances to exalt the Word of God
and spread the mention of God, until he arrived at the Blessed
Spot and attained the Holy Shrine. Having visited the spiri-
tual circumambulation point with a steadfast heart and firm
resolve, he turned towards India. In those regions and lands, he
spent time in difficulties spreading the verses and teaching the
Cause of God. Praise be to God, he was successful in service
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and confirmed in servitude. The clear verses were proclaimed

and in every clime the favors of the All-Merciful were proven.

Now he has returned again to the Blessed Spot and from here
is about to depart for Iran, so that in his familiar homeland
too he may engage in renowned service.

It is the hope of this servant that the friends of God will become
acquainted solely with the fragrances of holiness, and that no

soul should come forth without teaching the Cause of God.

Day and night, let them recite the verses of guidance, and
night and day, let them delight the senses with the unrivaled
fragrance of the Abha Paradise. Let them not expend the days
of their lives in fruitless labor, but before they pass away, let
them achieve that which is the most cherished desire of those
who are nigh unto God. Let them scatter seeds that the world

of existence, from east to west, may become green and fresh,

and let them plant a tree which shall forever bear the most
luscious fruits.

Man should spend his days engaged in important undertakings,

so that when his life cometh to an end, a result will be in hand

and an outcome will be achieved from his existence. Otherwise,
his days will be wasted engrossed in selfish desires and passions,
the span of his life will reach its end, hope will not remain,

and he will become fearful and lost. At last, spiritless and in
despair, he will take his last breath. What loss is greater than
this? What degradation is more grievous?

O joy to the souls who are attracted by the fragrances of God!
O delight to the hearts which are gladdened by the verses of
God! O glad tidings to the men who have attained unto the
arrived Rose! O blessing to the thirsty ones who have drunk
from the sealed Wine! O glory to those who have been gathered
beneath the raised Standard! O honor to the people who have
hastened to the lifted Support! Upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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AB03143

To: Mihraban Bahman et al., in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-16

O pure souls! Mihrban, out of the intensity of his kindness,
has mentioned your names and details in his letter, and from
his excessive love, his words were utmost sweet and indicated
complete attachment. It is evident that he is enamored with
you and, due to the intensity of his affection, is mad with love
for you. Therefore, I became delighted and, out of extreme joy,
set about writing this letter so that you may know that in the

world of existence, the greatest gift is the love between hearts.

However, the condition is that it must be universal. And I
hope that all friends become enamored with one another and
become the beloved of each other, and through this cause, the
sun of love and faithfulness will illuminate the East and the
West with radiance and light.

O Lord! Lead the kind father Bahman to the court of the
meadow and guide him to the illumined expanse. Make his
face radiant and bestow upon him the armor-like garment of
pardon and forgiveness. Make him proud in the protection of
favors with the most beautiful attributes. O God! That thirsty
one is arriving at Your spring, that yearning one gazes upon
the Kingdom of Beauty, that wanderer reaches the original
homeland, and that helpless one arrives at the threshold of
grace. Therefore, bestow freely and generously whatever is
worthy of the celestial court. You are the Forgiver, and You
are the Bestower and the Kind One.
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AB06853

To: Naw Zuhur wife of Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-16

O favoured handmaiden of God!

2 Jinab-i-Fadil hath written concerning the services thou hast
rendered to the daughters of his honour Sadru’s-Sudur. The
hearts were moved at the news that, praise be to God, the
favoured maidservants of the Lord of glory have been enabled
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to render the most distinguished services, to perform the most
noble deeds, and, in particular, to educate the daughters of
one who was the greatest among the signs of God and the
most illustrious of His ensigns. Such care and attention shall
indeed be the cause of nearness to the incomparable Lord.

Wherefore be happy and rejoice, and be free of all sorrow and
grief, for engaging in such service and for partaking of such
unfailing bounty. Those young ones are indeed the children and
kindred of this sorely tested Servant, and I am most pleased
and grateful for thy services. Render thanks unto God for
being the recipient of such words.

Upon thee be the glory of glories.
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AB12702

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-16

O My Trustee! I have instructed Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar to
transcribe some of the writings of the Blessed Beauty in fine

calligraphy and send them to the libraries of London and Paris.

You should, by whatever means possible, provide him with the
expenses for gilding, binding and other costs, so that he will
not need assistance from others.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04138

To: Bahman Shahriyar (Tihran) et al.
Date: 1908-Nov-17

O my kind friends! I read the distinguished letter of those
friends and uttered praise. I sought God’s forgiveness and
searched for the adornment of heart and soul, and began sup-
plication and imploring:

“O Lord! This group are self-sacrificing, longtime friends who
are intimate companions with each other. Their discourse is
sweet and sugary, and their gathering is like the supreme par-
adise, for they seek Your face, tread Your path, speak Your
mysteries, and are constantly searching to find what is befit-
ting of this age and to adorn the world.

O Bestower! You are the shelter of all creatures that walk or
fly, and are aware of inner secrets - make the seekers finders,
make the yearning ones joyful, quench the thirst of the thirsty,
and grant rest to heart and soul of the distressed.

Praise be to You for showing the way, appointing a guide, in-
creasing bounties, and showing these birds the path to their
high nest, shelter and dwelling. You are the All-Seeing, All-
Knowing, All-Powerful and All-Hearing.”
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AB04495

To: Mihtar Jamshid et al., in Bombay
Date: 1908-Nov-17

O friends of this yearning one! Though the distance is great
and the boundless ocean lies between us, you are companions
and confidants, friends and intimates. For the power of the
Word of God has brought the far near and made distant spaces
close. East and West have become as one gathering, as one
feast adorned.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3 Sl oy 8ls o 3 Bl U O
) L 5oL dy ol s 0Ly by
0358 So5 1)y B 3 0 L) (n 3 s
3G e By ok Chlue 5 Sl

wal )| 05 Sy e iz K S O

128


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-175.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-74.html

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other)

ABO05886

2 Night and day this manifestation has its appearance and emer-
gence, and morning and evening this feast has its fellowship
and victory. In gratitude for this singular bounty, the friends
must become loving to one another with heart and soul -
nay, they must show kindness to all humanity and treat even
strangers and outsiders with righteousness.

Convey utmost longing from this yearning one to the friends in
that land, deliver greetings and messages, and say that we are
all captive to that musk-scented tress and all enchanted and
possessed by that Beauty of the horizons. Therefore we are
companions, confidants, intimate friends and fellow travelers.

What bounty could be better than this and what grace greater
than that? Thanks be to the Jealous Lord for this abundant
effusion - verily He is the Mighty, the Forgiving.
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AB05886

To: Baha’is of Mandalay
Date: 1908-Nov-17

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and maidservants of Baha! His
honor Ibn-Abhar, upon him be the Glory of God, arrived and
brought tidings of your attraction and enkindlement. Hearts
were filled with joy at this news and souls and consciences were
gladdened, for it is the heart’s desire that in that country the
Sun of the All-Merciful heaven would shine forth and manifest
such splendor that India would become a rose-garden, the East
would illuminate the West and the West would transmit lights
to the East.

May India repeatedly pour forth sweetness, scatter musk and
ambergris, blend milk and honey, and raise such a tumult that
Japan may be guided to the divine path and China become
a supreme paradise - meaning that the divine fragrances from
that region may reach to Japan and China, quicken dead souls,
make strangers into friends, and transform others into loved
ones.

BRL ATE#039x
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AB05669

To: Ali Khan (Yazd) et al., in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-17

O ye two who are attracted to the Divine Beauty! Every per-
son in this world is occupied with some pursuit and familiar
with some matter. One charges forth in the political arena, an-
other arranges battle formations, another hastens to the field
of commerce and industry, and yet another strives mightily to
amass worldly ornaments. But the magnet of divine bestowals
is service to the friends and servitude to the loved ones, for the
results of the aforementioned occupations end in buried graves
and produce unappreciated hardships and difficulties. How-
ever, the grateful servant of the friends attains eternal glory
and finds everlasting bounty. He plants the tree of hope and
reaps glorious fruit, like “A goodly word is as a goodly tree,
whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches reach to heaven,
giving its fruit at all times.” Praise be to God that you are
successful and confirmed in this bounty. And upon you both
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11745

To: Abdu’llah Sahihfurush, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! You are the means
of sending and delivering ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters. I wished to
write you a letter and Ibn-i-Abhar became the means for this
letter and the bearer of the effects of this pen. The purpose is
this: Although one may become withered and distressed from
harm and loss in this world, you have another trade and seek
another gift. Since true trade has endless profit and evident
gain and benefit, if there comes some decline in the trade of

this world, do not grieve, be not sad. This too shall be set right.

Through the grace of the Glorious Lord, there is firm hope that
divine favors will encompass you and infinite bounties will be
perfected.
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AB08399

To: Dastur Bahram, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nov-17

Open thy tongue in praise of the peerless and traceless Lord
and begin thanksgiving, for Iran, which had become the West,
hath once again become the East. The celestial Sun hath shone
forth and the land hath become illumined. Strive thou to be-
come a star in that heaven and a bright lamp in that land.

If thou becomest entangled in the tresses of the Beloved and
enchanted by the countenance of that loving Friend, know thou
that thou shalt become a flower of the rose garden and a cy-
press of the stream and meadow. Thou shalt witness the high
priest of high priests as a servant at the threshold, and find
the chief of the free ones as an attendant and guard. May thy
soul be gladdened!
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ABO08723

To: Shah Jahan et al.
Date: 1908-Nov-17

O two remnants of the ancients! The Kayanian kings possessed
crowns and diadems and raised golden parasols, but what ben-
efit was it? It did not endure. Some among them in the other
world also raised the banner of eternal glory and became noble.

You too should praise the Pure God that you have become a
heavenly army, have entered beneath the divine banner, have

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

gres 3 8l O Oy DL s
oyl 2 dr Jy ARSI 3 (o e 3 433
953 5 N Ol o ol 51 5y o

M -\f.&’tj\} uh'bjé J\Ju Lsuh\ C)‘W/G
1528 GleT ol & a2l 151555, 5 L
Jlds e ) L;f.ii\ Jdalys (35) S5 )
Oler 53 o\ £ 4 3 Al

131

2

1

2


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/yia.pdf#page=334
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-449.html

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other)

ABO00156

placed upon your heads a crown of God’s love, and have as-
cended to the throne of the nobility of both worlds. This
sovereignty is endless and this nobility is in the hidden world.
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AB00156

To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1908-Nov-19

Thou seest me, O my God, bowed down in lowliness, hum-
bling myself before Thy commandments, submitting to Thy
sovereignty, trembling at the might of Thy dominion, fleeing
from Thy wrath, entreating Thy grace, relying upon Thy for-
giveness, shaking with awe at Thy fury. I implore Thee with a
throbbing heart, with streaming tears and a yearning soul, and
in complete detachment from all things, to make Thy lovers as
rays of light across Thy realms, and to aid Thy chosen ser-
vants to exalt Thy Word, that their faces may turn beauteous
and bright with splendor, that their hearts may be filled with
mysteries, and that every soul may lay down its burden of
sin. Guard them then from the aggressor, from him who hath
become a shameless and blasphemous doer of wrong.

Verily Thy lovers thirst, O my Lord; lead them to the well-
spring of bounty and grace. Verily, they hunger; send down
unto them Thy heavenly table. Verily, they are naked; robe
them in the garments of learning and knowledge.

3 Heroes are they, O my Lord, lead them to the field of battle.
Guides are they, make them to speak out with arguments and
proofs. Ministering servants are they, cause them to pass round
the cup that brimmeth with the wine of certitude. O my God,
make them to be songsters that carol in fair gardens, make
them lions that couch in the thickets, whales that plunge in
the vasty deep.

Verily Thou art He of abounding grace. There is none other
God save Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Ever-Bestowing.

5 O ye my spiritual friends! For some time now the pressures
have been severe, the restrictions as shackles of iron. This hap-
less wronged one was left single and alone, for all the ways
were barred. Friends were forbidden access to me, the trusted
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were shut away, the foe compassed me about, the evil watchers
were fierce and bold. At every instant, fresh affliction. At every
breath, new anguish. Both kin and stranger on the attack; in-
deed, onetime lovers, faithless and unpitying, were worse than
foes as they rose up to harass me. None was there to defend
‘Abdu’l-Baha, no helper, no protector, no ally, no champion.
I was drowning in a shoreless sea, and ever beating upon my
ears were the raven-croaking voices of the disloyal.

At every daybreak, triple darkness. At eventide, stone-hearted
tyranny. And never a moment’s peace, and never any balm for
the spear’s red wounds. From moment to moment, word would
come of my exile to the Fezzan sands; from hour to hour, I was
to be cast into the endless sea. Now they would say that these
homeless wanderers were ruined at last; again that the cross
would soon be put to use. This wasted frame of mine was to
be made the target for bullet or arrow; or again, this failing
body was to be cut to ribbons by the sword.

Our alien acquaintances could not contain themselves for joy,
and our treacherous friends exulted. “Praise be to God,” one
would exclaim, “Here is our dream come true.” And another,
“God be thanked, our spearhead found the heart.”

Affliction beat upon this captive like the heavy rains of spring,
and the victories of the malevolent swept down in a relentless
flood, and still ‘Abdu’l-Baha remained happy and serene, and
relied on the grace of the All-Merciful. That pain, that anguish,
was a paradise of all delights; those chains were the necklace of
a king on a throne in heaven. Content with God’s will, utterly
resigned, my heart surrendered to whatever fate had in store,
I was happy. For a boon companion, I had great joy.

Finally a time came when the friends turned inconsolable, and
abandoned all hope. It was then the morning dawned, and
flooded all with unending light. The towering clouds were scat-
tered, the dismal shadows fled. In that instant the fetters fell
away, the chains were lifted off the neck of this homeless one
and hung round the neck of the foe. Those dire straits were
changed to ease, and on the horizon of God’s bounties the
sun of hope rose up. All this was out of God’s grace and His
bestowals.

And yet, from one point of view, this wanderer was saddened
and despondent. For what pain, in the time to come, could
I seek comfort? At the news of what granted wish could I
rejoice? There was no more tyranny, no more affliction, no
tragical events, no tribulations. My only joy in this swiftly
passing world was to tread the stony path of God and to endure
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hard tests and all material griefs. For otherwise, this earthly
life would prove barren and vain, and better would be death.
The tree of being would produce no fruit; the sown field of this
existence would yield no harvest. Thus it is my hope that once
again some circumstance will make my cup of anguish to brim
over, and that beauteous Love, that Slayer of souls, will dazzle
the beholders again. Then will this heart be blissful, this soul
be blessed.

O Divine Providence! Lift to Thy lovers’ lips a cup brimful
of anguish. To the yearners on Thy pathway, make sweetness
but a sting, and poison honey-sweet. Set Thou our heads for
ornaments on the points of spears. Make Thou our hearts the
targets for pitiless arrows and darts. Raise Thou this withered
soul to life on the martyr’s field, make Thou his faded heart to
drink the draught of tyranny, and thus grow fresh and fair once
more. Make him to be drunk with the wine of Thine Eternal
Covenant, make him a reveler holding high his cup. Help him
to fling away his life; grant that for Thy sake, he be offered up.

Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful. Thou art the Knower, the
Seer, the Hearer.
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AB11698

To: Wife of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar Shahmirzadi, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nowv-19

O cherished handmaiden of the Ancient Beauty, respected leaf!
Praise be to God that you were under the protection and
chastity of a respected person who was an intimate compan-
ion in the days of God and was the recipient of the glances
of favor from the Self-Sufficient Lord. And after his ascension
he hastened to the extended shade and was gathered under
the unfurled standard, became a herald of the Covenant and
renowned throughout the horizons.

A second blessing is that you found a dear son-in-law who is a
servant of the Cause of God and a diffuser of the fragrances of
God. Night and day he strives to guide souls to the pathway
of guidance and intoxicate them with the overflowing cup of
the wine of the love of God. He left his homeland, endured
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hardships, journeyed alone and solitary from Iran to this region
and from this region hastened to India. In truth he exerted the
utmost effort and endeavor and was confirmed in outstanding
service.

You should offer a hundred thousand thanks at every moment
that you have become the manifestation of the favors of the
one God. Henceforth find joy and gladness in a melody that
is sanctified from nightly drinking and listening to the sound
of harp and tambourine. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04260

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih
Date: 1908-Nowv-19

O sign of the love of God! For a long time your companion
was wandering in mountains and deserts, lost in wilderness
and seas. He had no rest any morning and sought no comfort
any evening. Each day he was on some path and each night
in some land or country. He was a wanderer in God’s path
and struck by the arrow of love for that Divine Beloved. He
had no desire except servitude to God and no aim except His
good pleasure. He endured ultimate hardship and devoted him-
self to the threshold of oneness until he succeeded in service
and servitude. He made endless effort, rendered outstanding
service, and returned successful and confirmed. You must bow
down and prostrate day and night in thanksgiving for the boun-
ties of the one God, that you have an accepted companion and
beloved friend. I hope that both of you will spend your days
in complete detachment from the world and attraction to the
fragrances of the Supreme Concourse, turning to God and sup-
plicating the Divine Threshold. Convey respectful greetings
to the supplicating leaf, the aunt. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB05182

To: Mihtar Mihraban (Punih) et al., in Poona
Date: 1908-Nov-19

O two servants near to the Divine Threshold! The Persian
friends are characterized by truthfulness and sincerity in their
nature and conduct, emanating a fragrant musk-like aroma.
They are truly Iranian and divine and heavenly and merci-
ful. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is delighted and joyful with their words and
deeds and conduct, and constantly I bow in supplication at
the Threshold of the Ancient Beauty and offer prayers and
seek confirmation and success, saying: “O Knower of myster-
ies! Make each of the Persians a soaring bird, melodious and
sweet-voiced. Grant them heavenly shahnaz and make them
royal falcons on the arm of the sovereign, for they are long-
time friends, of good character and fine disposition, deserving
of confirmation and prepared to walk the straight path. They
are immersed in the ocean of love and companions in comfort
and tribulation. You are the Mighty and You are the Helper
of the weak.”

Convey utmost longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to dear Khusraw.
Khusraw is a person of pleasant countenance and good nature,
faithful, truthful, and a kind friend.
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AB05226

To: Aqa Ghulam-Ali
Date: 1908-Nov-19

O thou who seekest the good pleasure of God! In this
ephemeral world there is no permanence for anyone, no
stability for any soul. Sooner or later sovereigns themselves
must needs lay down their heads on this couch of dust nor
can their subjects escape from the same fate. All will enter
this same tomb. Neither the honoured nor the lowly will
remain forever, neither prince nor pauper, neither minister
nor prisoner. The seeing shall be blind and those who live free
now will soon be captives in their graves.
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2 Great is the blessedness of the one who seeks the good-pleasure
of God and follows in the path of divine guidance and bears
witness to the mysteries of reality so that his last breath, his
last act of adoration may in truth be the beginning of new
grace. Such a one will possess true dignity; such a soul will be
luminous with sanctity.

Praise be to God! He it is Who hath opened the portals of the
Immortal Realm and vouchsafed true happiness to humankind
through the Breaths of the All-Merciful. He it is who hath
guided thee to this the dispensation and borne thee up that
thou mayest receive this greatest of bestowals! He hath enabled
thee to attain this heavenly state and take thy portion of life
everlasting.
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AB03154

To: Carmichael, Emma et al., in Chicago
Date: 1908-Nov-25

O ye two attracted ones to the Reality:

Your letter was received together with the poem read by the
maidservants of the Merciful in the land of the Mashrak-el-
Adhkar. The expressions of the poem were eloquent and excel-
lent and the meanings delicate and fresh.

I am hopeful by divine bounty and grace that the beloved
ones of God may be confirmed in the building of the Mashrak-
el-azkar and all its accessories, for the Mashrak-el-azkar has
important accessories which are accounted of the basic foun-
dations. These are: school for orphan children, hospital and
dispensary for the poor, place for the incapable (i.e., home for
the cripple), college for the higher scientific education.

The meaning is this that in every place first a Mashrak-el-azkar
must be founded; then a School for the education of orphan
children and the poor; ehen the Hospital and Medical Dispen-
sary must be founded; then the Home of the Cripple; then the
College of Higher Scientific Education. In every city a great
Mashrak-el-azkar must be founded after this order. Now we
hope the Mashrak-el-azkar may be founded in Chicago. Af-
ter its foundation the important accessories may gradually be
founded.
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Concerning (your) presence in Acca, I hope sometime you may
be so honored.

Now be you thoughtful of teaching your friends and relatives.

It was formerly written ye that I hope thou mayst teach thy
relatives and attract them. Praise be to God now the means
therefor are provided.

Upon ye be Baha El ABHA.

SW_ v06#17 p.136, SW_ v01#07 p.009-010x, BW_ v01p060x

AB06849

To: Bertha L Herklotz, in Brooklyn
Date: 1908-Nov-25

O thou dear maidservant of God! Thy letter was received and
the contents proved a source of joy.

Praise God that after some years of search thou hast at last
become firm and steadfast, found the Truth and become a real
Baha'i.

If thou wish to advance daily endeavor in guiding the creatures,
raise the summons of the Kingdom, give sight to the blind, and
make the deaf hearing, for the creatures are all blind save the
soul who becomes perceiving through the light of Faith. All
are deaf save the one who hears the Call of the Kingdom.

In short: Teaching the Cause of God is the cause of life to the
souls and a magnet for attracting Divine, Invisible aid.

Upon thee be Baha El ABHA!
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AB08814

To: Campbell, Margaret J et al., in New York
Date: 1908-Nov-25

O thou perfect Campbell!

Miss Juliet Thompson is extremely kind to thee and loves thee
with heart and soul. I, too, with perfect spiritual love, beseech
heavenly confirmations for thee, that thou mayest receive a
share of God’s infinite bounty and obtain a portion from the
treasures of the Kingdom. Raise thy endeavor and be not con-
tent with the ease and comfort of this world. Find thou eter-
nal glory and bliss in another realm and enter the Kingdom of
Eternity through divine favor.

Upon thee be Baha’u’l-Abha.

BSTW#421

AB09193

To: Aurelia Bethlen, in New York
Date: 1908-Nov-25

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! Thank thou God for having
found the realm of the Kingdom, become guided by the lights
of the Sun of Reality and guided others.

Endeavor day and night in order to make the negligent souls
mindful, to give life to the dead spirits, to heal the spiritual
patients, to make wise the simple, to inform the uninformed,
to make the earthly heavenly, to draw nigh (unto God) those
who are afar and to make the strangers friends. This is the
magnetic power which attracts the confirmation of God.

TAB.625
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ABO01287

To: Mirza Musa Khan (Syria)
Date: 1908-Nov-27

Human life in this mortal world depends upon the blending and
connection of diverse elements. Since the foundation of life,
through divine power, is the connection and combination of
these essences, inevitably one day it must change to separation
and dissolution must occur. Therefore no soul has deliverance
from death, and none can find escape from this whirlpool of
mortality.

The Lord of all creation, the Sun of the divine world, the Pride
of all created things - upon Him and His family be blessings
- despite being the reality of “Were it not for Thee, were it
not for Thee, I would not have created the celestial spheres,”
was still addressed in the mighty Quran and perspicuous Book:
“Truly thou wilt die, and they too will die.”

Thus it became clear and evident that except for the Divine
Reality, which is the Ever-Living, the Eternal that dieth not,
all existence must one day perish and outwardly cease to be,
for change, generation and corruption, and transformation are
among the essential requirements of created things, and es-
sential requirements can never be separated. Therefore be not
grieved or heartbroken at the passing of that distinguished per-
son and cherished friend, for this cup is the portion of every
noble soul and the share of every virtuous one.

Moreover, that refuge of divine forgiveness has hastened from
this mortal world to the eternal realm, and that nightingale has
flown from this gloomy furnace to the divine rose garden, and
that stranger to the dust heap has found his way to the ever-
lasting world, and that captive bound to the material world has
been freed from fetters and joined the divine court, finding joy
and gladness and delight and success in that world. For that
friend was perfect, wise and compassionate to the weak, pos-
sessing conduct, behavior and speech that surely brought him
near to the Lord’s threshold. What bounty could be greater
than this?

The life of this world is temporary - soon all kings and subjects
alike will find their resting place beneath the earth. However,
human life must yield divine results, and these are benevolent
intentions, goodly deeds, praiseworthy actions and merciful
characteristics.
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Praise be to God, the deceased was characterized by these.
Now if there is any sorrow, it is for those left behind, and
even for this I hope that through the Lord’s bounty and that
successful one’s high endeavor, all relations may live in the
utmost comfort and attain both worldly and spiritual glory.
I hope you will be enabled to act according to this blessed
verse which states: “Give glad tidings to the patient ones, who
when afflicted with calamity say: ‘Verily we are God’s, and
verily unto Him shall we return.”’
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AB02943

To: Nush, in Bombay
Date: 1908-Nov-27

O brilliant poet and skillful versifier! The content of your novel
verses and sublime poetry was like flowing water in fluidity
and in sweetness caused envy to the honey of Paradise. How-
ever, ‘Abdu’l-Baha finds spirit and life in praising the Blessed
Beauty and is moved and stirred by it. For himself he de-
sires utter effacement and complete extinction, and from that
melody derives joy and delight. During the sacred festivals and
other occasions, compose brilliant odes in praise of the Blessed
Beauty, and if you wish to mention ‘Abdu’l-Baha, at the end
of the ode or lyric simply make a mention of the servitude and
effacement of this evanescent servant and implore the Divine
Threshold in utter humility that he may be assisted to serve
and enabled to be faithful at the Sacred Threshold. I too will
pray for you with utmost supplication and humility and will be-
seech the Divine Threshold for help and bounty that you may
ever be confirmed in composing praises and divine attributes
and be the cause of guidance for the divine servants. Convey
to the friends on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha the Most Glorious
Greetings with the utmost spirit and fragrance and expression
of longing, and upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

O Lord! Grant tranquility to Bahram and intoxicate him with
the wine of forgiveness and pardon. Forgive his sins, illumine
his face, send him the protection of Thy grace, bestow the robe
of forgiveness, grant the crown of bounty, establish him upon
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the throne of mercy. Thou art the Forgiver of sins, Thou art
the Merciful Bestower.
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To: Hidayatullah Khan, in Mashhad
Date: 1908-Nov-27
O servant of Bahal! - oy (sl

It behoveth thee to render thanks unto the Threshold of the
Lord of Oneness for the afflictions that have befallen thee, inas-
much as the adversities that are borne in the path of the one
true God are but the revelations of His tender mercy, and any
such tribulation is the essence of His bounty.

This life is like unto vapour in a desert and the existence of
every thing is as a mere illusion, evanescent and bound to ex-
tinction. That which endureth is the spiritual reality, it is
the shining essence; it is life eternal, it is undisturbed felicity,
unfading and perpetual, flourishing and plenteous. The revolu-
tion of cycles is powerless to ravage it, nor can the succession of
ages and centuries molest it. Therefore, this divinely-ordained
reality, this heavenly sign, must needs be preserved.

And the amazing thing is this, that the most effective means
whereby this light of truth is safeguarded and protected is the
onslaught of the enemies, grievous ordeals and manifold hard-
ships. The globe of this lamp is the tempestuous winds and
the safety of this ship lieth in the violence of tumultuous waves.

Therefore one must show forth gratitude in the face of Job-like
afflictions and must evince joy and pleasure at the unyield-
ing cruelty of evil-doers, inasmuch as such tribulations lead to
immortality, and serve as the supreme factor to attract His
consummate blessings and infinite bestowals.

And upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious.

BRL_FIRE AB#17
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AB05012

To: Aqa Muhammad (Astanih)
Date: 1908-Nov-27

O God! O Thou through Whose remembrance the lights have
shone forth, the signs have appeared, the mountains have
moved, the earth has quaked, the heaven has split, the traces
have emerged, the seas have overflowed, the graves have been
opened, the stars have been darkened, the clouds have rained,
the Book has been spread out, the earth has sprouted forth,
the trees have turned green, and the fruits have appeared - I
beseech Thee by the Word through which the firm mountains
were shaken, the clear signs appeared, and the words were
fulfilled, that Thou shouldst have mercy upon me and those
who are related to me, that Thou shouldst encompass me with
divine compassion and heavenly favors, that Thou shouldst
grant me a true seat with Thee and raise me to an exalted
station.

O Lord! Have mercy upon my weakness, my lowliness, my
poverty and my need. Protect me through Thy grace and
preservation, and let not the hands of calamities play with me,
causing my limbs to tremble, my unity to be scattered, and
my gathering to be dispersed. Verily Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Transcendent, the Glorious, the Guardian, the
Self-Subsisting.
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AB06725

To: Karbala’i Abbas (Dihdavud), in Dih-I-Davud
Date: 1908-Nov-27

O seeker of truth, become a finder that you may become ever-
lasting. Beware! Do not test, for the pan of the scale cannot
bear this most great weight, and the chain and strong rope
would break. It would shatter the scale to pieces.

The scale of creation is like a mustard seed; the test of God is
like a mountain. The mustard seed cannot bear the mountain
- it would surely be crushed.
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But, God willing, your ear of inner awareness is open and you
will surely understand your purpose through sign and signal.
Pay close attention - it is difficult, but the power of God makes
it easy and simple.

Hope is firm, but it is entrusted to the grasp of destiny. Seek
the future, desire permanence, be becoming, be a seeker. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12505

To: Yadullah Al Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1908-Nov-27

O my God! Verily, Thy wretched and poor servant, the captive
of Thy favors, the hireling of Thy bounties, who seeketh refuge
at Thy door, hath no intimate save Thy forgiveness and pardon.
O Lord! Pour upon him the cup of bestowal, overlook his
mistakes, and grant him a seat of truth in Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom. Illumine his eyes with the vision of Thy beauty in
the gathering of the Meeting.

O Lord! He hath believed in Thee and in Thy verses, and re-
mained firm in Thy Covenant and Testament. He hath been
stirred like the seas by the winds of Thy mercy, and hath spo-
ken Thy praise and glorification, and hath breathed naught
but the wonders of Thy attributes.

O Lord! Make him a sign of forgiveness and a standard of
pardon and bounty. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
All-Merciful. Verily, Thou art the Faithful, the Helper. There
is none other God but Thee, the Mighty, the Most Exalted.
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AB07434

To: Muhammad Qadir et al., in Tihran
Date: 1908-Nowv-27

O ye who walk in the path of guidance! Praise be to God
that the escort of divine favor has arrived, the light of guid-
ance has shone forth, the darkness of error has vanished, the
way and path have become clear, and the road to attainment
has become manifest. The soul has become intimate with the
mystery, and consciousness has harmonized with recognition
of the All-Merciful. The eye has become illumined, the heart
has become a rose garden, the spirit has attained victories, re-
ality has become luminous. At every breath offer a thousand
thanks that without drinking at night or the sound of harp and
music, you have found the intoxication of the wine of guidance
and attained the utmost joy and delight. This is divine bounty,
this is heavenly bestowal.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11042

To: Abu’l-Qasim son of Muhammad (Astanih) et al.
Date: 1908-Nov-27

...O Thou Self-Sufficient One! Make these friends the confi-
dants of mysteries and make them revealing mirrors, that they
may raise such a melody and song in the world, and play such
a tune and mode, that the world of being may be set in mo-
tion, and the Beloved of human unity may lift the veil and
appear in the gathering of the world. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1908-Dec or <

Praise be to Him Who hath rent the dark asunder, hath blotted
out the night, hath drawn aside the coverings and torn away
the veils; Whose light thereupon shone out, Whose signs and
tokens were spread abroad, and His mysteries laid bare. Then
did His clouds part and loaded down the earth with His boun-
ties and bestowals, and made all things sweet with rain, and
caused the fresh greenery of knowledge and the hyacinths of
certitude to spring forth and to shake and tremble for joy, till
the whole world was scented with the fragrance of His holiness.

Salutations and praise, blessings and glory be upon those di-
vine realities, those sacred windflowers that have come forth
out of this supreme bestowal, this flooding grace that hath
roared like a clashing sea of gifts and bounties, tossing its waves
to the high heavens.

O God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for kindling the fire
of divine love in the Holy Tree on the summit of the loftiest
mount: that Tree which is “neither of the East nor of the West,”
that fire which blazed out till the flame of it soared upward to
the Concourse on high, and from it those realities caught the
light of guidance, and cried out: “Verily have we perceived a
fire on the slope of Mount Sinai.”

O God, my God! Increase Thou this fire, as day followeth
day, till the blast of it setteth in motion all the earth. O
Thou, my Lord! Kindle the light of Thy love in every heart,
breathe into men’s souls the spirit of Thy knowledge, gladden
their breasts with the verses of Thy oneness. Call Thou to life
those who dwell in their tombs, warn Thou the prideful, make
happiness worldwide, send down Thy crystal waters, and in the
assemblage of manifest splendors, pass round that cup which
is “tempered at the camphor fountain.”

Verily, art Thou the Giving, the Forgiving, the Ever-Bestowing.
Verily, art Thou the Merciful, the Compassionate.

i O ye loved ones of God! The wine-cup of Heaven overfloweth,

the banquet of God’s Covenant is bright with festive lights, the
dawn of all bestowals is breaking, the gentle winds of grace are
blowing, and out of the invisible world come good tidings of
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bounties and gifts. In flower-spangled meadows hath the di-
vine springtime pitched its tents, and the spiritual are inhaling
sweet scents from the Sheba of the spirit, carried their way by
the east wind. Now doth the mystic nightingale carol its odes,
and buds of inner meaning are bursting into blossoms delicate
and fair. The field larks are become the festival’s musicians,
and lifting wondrous voices they cry and sing to the melodies
of the Company on high, “Blessed are ye! Glad Tidings! Glad
Tidings!” And they urge on the revelers of the Abha Paradise
to drink their fill, and they eloquently hold forth upon the ce-
lestial tree, and utter their sacred cries. All this, that withered
souls who tread the desert of the heedless, and faded ones lost
in the sands of unconcern, may come to throbbing life again,
and present themselves at the feasts and revels of the Lord
God.

Praise be to Him! The renown of His Cause hath reached to
east and west, and word of the power of the Abha Beauty hath
quickened north and south. That cry from the American con-
tinent is a choir of holiness, that shout from far and near that
riseth even to the Company on high is “Ya Baha’u’l-Abhal!”
Now is the east lit up with a glory, and the west rose-sweet,
and all the earth is fragrant with ambergris, and the winds
that blow over the Holy Shrine are laden with musk. Erelong
shall ye see that even the darkest lands are bright, and the
continents of Europe and Africa have turned into gardens of
flowers, and forests of blossoming trees.

But since the dawning of this Daystar was in Persia, and since
from that orient the sun shone upon the west, it is our fond-
est hope that the flames of love’s fire should blaze ever more
vehemently in that land, and that there the splendor of this
Holy Faith should grow ever more intense. May the tumult of
God’s Cause so shake that land to its foundations, may the
spiritual force of His Word so manifest itself, as to make Iran
the core and focus of well-being and peace. May rectitude
and conciliation, and love and trust, issuing forth from Iran,
bring immortality to all on earth. May she raise on the highest
summits the banner of public order, of purest spirituality, of
universal peace.

O ye loved ones of God! In this, the Baha’i dispensation, God’s
Cause is spirit unalloyed. His Cause belongeth not to the ma-
terial world. It cometh neither for strife nor war, nor for acts
of mischief or of shame; it is neither for quarrelling with other
Faiths, nor for conflicts with the nations. Its only army is the
love of God, its only joy the clear wine of His knowledge, its
only battle the expounding of the Truth; its one crusade is
against the insistent self, the evil promptings of the human
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heart. Its victory is to submit and yield, and to be selfless is
its everlasting glory. In brief, it is spirit upon spirit:

Unless ye must, Bruise not the serpent in the dust, How much
less wound a man.

And if ye can, No ant should ye alarm, Much less a brother
harm.

2 Let all your striving be for this, to become the source of life and

immortality, and peace and comfort and joy, to every human
soul, whether one known to you or a stranger, one opposed to
you or on your side. Look ye not upon the purity or impurity
of his nature: look ye upon the all-embracing mercy of the
Lord, the light of Whose grace hath embosomed the whole
earth and all who dwell thereon, and in the plenitude of Whose
bounty are immersed both the wise and the ignorant. Stranger
and friend alike are seated at the table of His favor. Even as
the believer, the denier who turneth away from God doth at
the same time cup his hands and drink from the sea of His
bestowals.

It behooveth the loved ones of the Lord to be the signs and to-
kens of His universal mercy and the embodiments of His own
excelling grace. Like the sun, let them cast their rays upon
garden and rubbish heap alike, and even as clouds in spring,
let them shed down their rain upon flower and thorn. Let
them seek but love and faithfulness, let them not follow the
ways of unkindness, let their talk be confined to the secrets of
friendship and of peace. Such are the attributes of the righ-
teous, such is the distinguishing mark of those who serve His
Threshold.

The Abha Beauty endured the most afflictive of calamities.
He bore countless agonies and ills. He enjoyed not a mo-
ment’s peace, drew not an easeful breath. He wandered, home-
less, over desert sands and mountain slopes; He was shut in
a fortress, and a prison cell. But to Him, His pauper’s mat
of straw was an eternal throne of glory, and His heavy chains
a sovereign’s carcanet. By day, by night, He lived under a
whirring sword, and He was ready from moment to moment
for death on the cross. He bore all this that He might pu-
rify the world, and deck it out with the tender mercies of the
Lord God; that He might set it at rest; that conflict and ag-
gression might be put to flight, the lance and the keen blade
be exchanged for loving fellowship, malevolence and war turn
into safety and gentleness and love; that battlefields of hate
and wrath should become gardens of delight, and places where
once the blood-drenched armies clashed be fragrant pleasure
grounds; that warfare should be seen as shame, and the resort
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to arms, even as a loathsome sickness, be shunned by every
people; that universal peace raise its pavilions on the loftiest
mounts, and war be made to perish forever from the earth.

Wherefore must the loved ones of God, laboriously, with the
waters of their striving, tend and nourish and foster this tree
of hope. In whatsoever land they dwell, let them with a whole
heart befriend and be companions to those who are either close
to them, or far removed. Let them, with qualities like unto
those of heaven, promote the institutions and the religion of
God. Let them never lose heart, never be despondent, never
feel afflicted. The more antagonism they meet, the more let
them show their own good faith; the more torments and calami-
ties they have to face, the more generously let them pass round
the bounteous cup. Such is the spirit which will become the
life of the world, such is the spreading light at its heart: and
he who may be and do other than this is not worthy to serve
at the Holy Threshold of the Lord.

O ye loved ones of God! The Sun of Truth is shining down from
invisible skies; know ye the value of these days. Lift up your
heads, and grow ye cypress-tall in these swift-running streams.
Take ye joy in the beauty of the narcissus of Najd, for night
will fall and it will be no more.

" Praised be God, His Imperial Majesty is gentle and sound of

heart, forbearing and kind, solicitous and compassionate, a fos-
terer of justice and a diffuser of equity. In thanksgiving for this
bounty, arise with the utmost truthfulness and steadfastness
to supplicate for the perpetuity of the crown and diadem of
sovereignty, and for the throne of kingship. Strive ye, more-
over, with all your power for the prosperity and flourishing
of the realm, for civilization and the acquisition of knowledge,
for the expansion of commerce, the advancement of agricul-
ture, the refinement of industry, and for the progress of the
age in every kind and form. Thus may Iran, through the aid
and grace of the Almighty, beneath the shadow of this world-
ruling sovereign, become, God willing, an abode of peace and
the center of unending progress.

O ye loved ones of God! Praise be to Him, the bright banner of
the Covenant is flying higher every day, while the flag of perfidy
hath been reversed, and hangeth at half-mast. The benighted
attackers have been shaken to their core; they are now as ruined
sepulchers, and even as blind creatures that dwell beneath the
earth they creep and crawl about a corner of the tomb, and out
of that hole, from time to time, like unto savage beasts, do they
jibber and howl. Glory be to God! How can the darkness hope
to overcome the light, how can a magician’s cords hold fast “a
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serpent plain for all to see”? “Then lo! It swallowed up their
lying wonders.”4 Alas for them! They have deluded themselves
with a fable, and to indulge their appetites they have done
away with their own selves. They gave up everlasting glory
in exchange for human pride, and they sacrificed greatness in
both worlds to the demands of the insistent self. This is that
of which We have forewarned you. Erelong shall ye behold the
foolish in manifest loss.

O my Lord and my Hope! Help Thou Thy loved ones to be
steadfast in Thy mighty Covenant, to remain faithful to Thy
manifest Cause, and to carry out the commandments Thou
didst set down for them in Thy Book of Splendors; that they
may become banners of guidance and lamps of the Company
above, wellsprings of Thine infinite wisdom, and stars that lead
aright, as they shine down from the supernal sky.

Verily art Thou the Invincible, the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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To: Howard Macnutt, in New York
Date: 1908-Dec or <

Praise be to Him through Whose splendors the earth and the
heavens are aglow, through Whose fragrant breathings the gar-
dens of holiness that adorn the hearts of the chosen are trem-
bling for joy, to Him Who hath shed His light and brightened
the face of the firmament. Verily there appeared luminous and
sparkling stars, glittering, shining out, and casting forth their
rays upon the supreme horizon. They derived their grace and
brilliance from the bounties of the Abha Realm, then, stars of
guidance, they poured down their lights upon this earth.

Praise be to Him Who hath fashioned this new era, this age of
majesty, even as an unfolding pageant where the realities of all
things can be exposed to view. Now are clouds of bounty rain-
ing down and the gifts of the loving Lord are clearly manifest;
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for both the seen and the unseen worlds have been illumined,
and the Promised One hath come to earth and the beauty of
the Adored One hath shone forth.

Salutations, blessings, and welcome to that Universal Reality,
that Perfect Word, that Manifest Book, that Splendor which
hath dawned in the highest heaven, that Guide of all nations,
that Light of the world — the billowing ocean of Whose abound-
ing grace hath flooded all creation, in such wise that the waves
thereof have cast upon the sands of this visible world their
shining pearls. Now hath the Truth appeared, and falsehood
fled away; now hath the day dawned and jubilation taken
over, wherefore men’s souls are sanctified, their spirits purged,
their hearts rejoiced, their minds purified, their secret thoughts
made wholesome, their consciences washed clean, their inmost
selves made holy: for the Day of Resurrection hath come to
pass, and the bestowals of thy Lord, the Forgiving, have en-
compassed all things. Salutations and praise be unto those
luminous, resplendent stars that are shedding down their rays
from the highest heaven, those celestial bodies of the girdling
zodiac of the Abha Realm. May glory rest upon them.

And now, O thou honoured man who hath hearkened unto the
Great Announcement, rise up to serve the Cause of God with
the resistless power of the Abha Kingdom and the breaths that
blow from the spirit of the Company on high. Grieve thou not
over what the Pharisees, and the purveyors of false rumours
among writers for the press, are saying of Baha. Call thou to
mind the days of Christ, and the afflictions heaped upon Him
by the people, and all the torments and tribulations inflicted
upon His disciples. Since ye are lovers of the Abha Beauty, ye
also must, for His love’s sake, incur the peoples’ blame, and
all that befell those of a former age must likewise befall you.
Then will the faces of the chosen be alight with the splendours
of the Kingdom of God, and will shine down the ages, yea,
down all the cycles of time, while the deniers shall remain in
their manifest loss. It will be even as was said by the Lord
Christ: they shall persecute you for My name’s sake.

5 Remind them of these words and say unto them: ‘Verily did the

Pharisees rise up against Messiah, despite the bright beauty of
His face and all His comeliness, and they cried out that He was
not Messiah [Masih] but a monster [Masikh|, because He had
claimed to be Almighty God, the sovereign Lord of all, and
told them, ‘I am God’s Son, and verily in the inmost being
of His only Son, His mighty Ward, clearly revealed with all
His attributes, all His perfections, standeth the Father. This,
they said, was open blasphemy and slander against the Lord ac-
cording to the clear and irrefutable texts of the Old Testament.
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Therefore they passed the sentence upon Him, decreeing that
His blood be shed, and they hanged Him on the cross, where
He cried out, ‘O My beloved Lord, how long wilt Thou aban-
don Me to them? Lift Me up unto Thee, shelter Me close to
Thee, make Me a dwelling by Thy throne of glory. Verily art
Thou the Answerer of prayers, and Thou art the Clement, the
Merciful. O My Lord! Verily this world with all its vastness
can no longer contain Me, and I love this cross, out of love for
Thy beauty, and yearning for Thy realm on high, and because
of this fire, fanned by the gusts of Thy holiness, aflame within
My heart. Help me, O Lord, to ascend unto Thee, sustain
Me that I may reach unto Thy sacred Threshold, O My lov-
ing Lord! Verily Thou art the Merciful, the Possessor of great
bounty! Verily Thou art the Generous! Verily Thou art the
Compassionate! Verily Thou art the All-Knowing! There is
none other God save Thee, the Mighty, the Powerful!’

; Never would the Pharisees have been emboldened to calumni-

ate Him and charge Him with that grievous sin, but for their
ignorance of the inner core of mysteries and the fact that they
paid no heed to His splendors and regarded not His proofs.
Else would they have acknowledged His words, and borne wit-
ness to the verses He revealed, confessed the truth of His ut-
terances, sought shelter under the protective shadow of His
banner, learned of His signs and tokens, and rejoiced in His
blissful tidings.

Know thou that the Divine Essence, which is called the Invisi-
ble of the Invisibles, never to be described, beyond the reach of
mind — is sanctified above any mention, any definition or hint
or allusion, any acclamation or praise. In the sense that It is
that It is, the intellect can never grasp It, and the soul seeking
knowledge of It is but a wanderer in the desert, and far astray.
‘No vision taketh in Him, but He taketh in all vision: He is the
Subtile, the All-Informed.

When, however, thou dost contemplate the innermost essence
of all things, and the individuality of each, thou wilt behold
the signs of thy Lord’s mercy in every created thing, and see
the spreading rays of His Names and Attributes throughout all
the realm of being, with evidences which none will deny save
the froward and the unaware. Then wilt thou observe that the
universe is a scroll that discloseth His hidden secrets, which
are preserved in the well-guarded Tablet. And not an atom
of all the atoms in existence, not a creature from amongst the
creatures but speaketh His praise and telleth of His attributes
and names, revealeth the glory of His might and guideth to His
oneness and His mercy: and none will gainsay this who hath
ears to hear, eyes to see, and a mind that is sound.
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And whensoever thou dost gaze upon creation all entire, and
dost observe the very atoms thereof, thou wilt note that the
rays of the Sun of Truth are shed upon all things and shin-
ing within them, and telling of that Day-Star’s splendours, Its
mysteries, and the spreading of Its lights. Look thou upon the
trees, upon the blossoms and fruits, even upon the stones. Here
too wilt thou behold the Sun’s rays shed upon them, clearly
visible within them, and manifested by them.

Shouldst thou, however, turn thy gaze unto a Mirror, brilliant,
stainless, and pure, wherein the divine Beauty is reflected,
therein wilt thou find the Sun shining with Its rays, Its heat,
Its disc, Its fair form all entire. For each separate entity pos-
sesseth its allotted portion of the solar light and telleth of the
Sun, but that Universal Reality in all Its splendour, that stain-
less Mirror Whose qualities are appropriate to the qualities of
the Sun revealed within It — expresseth in their entirety the at-
tributes of the Source of Glory. And that Universal Reality is
Man, the divine Being, the Essence that abideth forever. ‘Say,
Call upon God, or call upon the All-Merciful; whichsoever ye
call upon, most beauteous are His Names.

This is the meaning of the Messiah’s words, that the Father is
in the Son. Dost thou not see that should a stainless mirror
proclaim, ‘Verily is the sun ashine within me, together with
all its qualities, tokens and signs’, such an utterance by such a
mirror would be neither deceptive nor false? No, by the One
Who created It, shaped It, fashioned It, and made It to be
an entity conformable to the attributes of the glory within It!
Praised be He Who created It! Praised be He Who fashioned
It! Praised be He Who made It manifest!

2 Such were the words uttered by Christ. On account of these

words they cavilled at and assailed Him when He said unto
them, ‘Verily the Son is in the Father, and the Father is in the
Son.” Be thou informed of this, and learn thou the secrets of
thy Lord. As for the deniers, they are veiled from God: they
see not, they hear not, neither do they understand. ‘Leave
them to entertain themselves with their cavillings” Abandon
them to their wanderings along river beds where no stream
flows. Like grazing beasts they cannot tell paste from pearl.
Are they not shut away from the mysteries of thy Lord, the
Clement, the Merciful?

For thy part, rejoice at this best of all glad tidings, and rise
up to exalt the Word of God and to spread abroad His sweet
savours in all that vast and mighty land. Know thou of a cer-
tainty that thy Lord will come to thine aid with a company of
the Concourse on high and hosts of the Abha Kingdom. These
will mount the attack, and will furiously assail the forces of
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the ignorant, the blind. Erelong wilt thou behold the flush of
daybreak spreading from out the Most Exalted Realm, and the
morn encompassing all regions. It will put the dark to flight,
and the gloom of night will fade and pass, and the bright brow
of the Faith shine forth, and the Day-Star rise and overspread
the world. On that day will the faithful rejoice, and the stead-
fast be blissful; then will the slanderers take themselves off,
and the waverers be blotted out, even as deepest shadows fall
away at the first light of the breaking dawn.

Greetings be unto thee, and praise.

O God, my God! This is Thy radiant servant, Thy spiritual
thrall, who hath drawn nigh unto Thee and approached Thy
presence. He hath turned his face unto Thine, acknowledging
Thy oneness, confessing Thy singleness, and he hath called out
in Thy name among the nations, and led the people to the
streaming waters of Thy mercy, O Thou Most generous Lord!
To those who asked He hath given to drink from the cup of
guidance that brimmeth over with the wine of Thy measureless
grace.

O Lord, assist him under all conditions, cause him to learn Thy
well-guarded mysteries, and shower down upon him Thy hid-
den pearls. Make of him a banner rippling from castle summits
in the winds of Thy heavenly aid, make of him a wellspring of
crystal waters.

O my forgiving Lord! Light up the hearts with the rays of

a lamp that sheddeth abroad its beams, disclosing to those
among Thy people whom Thou hast bounteously favoured, the
realities of all things.

Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Protector, the
Strong, the Beneficent! Verily, Thou art the Lord of all mercies!

SWAB#019, BSW+#10.04x, BPRY.177-178x
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To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Dec or <

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! In the days
when the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name illumined
the horizon of Iraq with the lights of His dawning, all the lead-
ers of the peoples - whether scholars, men of learning, princes
or nobles - would present themselves in His holy court and ver-
bally pose their most difficult and complex questions. These
would be answered immediately from His pure lips with the
most wondrous utterance and perfect exposition. They would
then depart in complete contentment, acknowledgment and
recognition of the all-encompassing power of the All-Merciful.
They would inquire about every branch of conventional and
complex knowledge, and from the Mouth of Divine Will would
issue, in the clearest terms, the resolution of truth. For in-
stance, a Jewish scholar would ask a most difficult question
from the Torah and would immediately receive an answer. A
Christian scholar would pose a complex question from the
Gospel and would be convinced by His very utterance. A
learned exponent of the Qur’an would present himself and
earnestly seek clarification of whatever most difficult questions
he had in mind, and like parched earth receiving the descent
of pure water, would attain satisfaction. Similarly would come
the mystic, the philosopher, the mathematician, the physician,
the engineer, the man of letters, and the poet - even scholars of
geography. This fact was established among all groups, and to
this day all the peoples of that land acknowledge and confess
it. They all acknowledge the infinite perfections of the Ancient
Beauty and submit to them.

Behold the power and all-encompassing character of Truth in
this most great Revelation, and when thou dost compare it
with the Manifestations of the past, the greatness of this Reve-
lation becomes evident and clear. The Beauty of Muhammad -
may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - was, through the bounty
of God, cognizant of the mysteries of what was and what would
be, yet according to the explicit text of the Qur’an, He would
say to those who objected: “I have been given but a little
knowledge,” and likewise would respond: “I know not the un-
seen” and “I will tell you tomorrow.” When one refers to the
commentaries of the people, the truth of the matter becomes
clear and evident. Consider these answers of His according to
the text of the Qur’an, and likewise observe the manifestation
of encompassing knowledge, power and greatness of the Most
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Great Name in this most perfect and most mighty Revelation -
in Iran, Iraq, Constantinople, Adrianople, and in the early pe-
riod of this Most Great Prison when He would grant meetings.

All peoples, tribes, scholars, learned ones, princes and min-
isters who attained His holy presence acknowledged and con-
fessed the greatness, power and loftiness of station of the Man-
ifestation of Revelation and the Beauty of the Self-Subsisting.
They heard convincing answers to their questions, accompa-
nied by their own acknowledgment and confession. However,
they could not make easy for themselves the matter of the ap-
pearance of the Hidden Essence. Yet they had absolutely no
doubt about His divine greatness, power and might, and His
heavenly majesty and beauty, as is recorded and evident in the
odes of Sunni and Shi’ah scholars and learned ones, and even
the Christian scholars, including the teachers of the Protestant
sect who are the most prejudiced of groups. Now when the op-
posing scholars have given such testimony, while according to
the text of the Qur’an, the Arabs of Mecca who were the most
despicable of people at that time would say whenever they saw
Him: “Is this the one whom God has sent as a Messenger?”
- with what insolence did they utter these words of objection!
May God shatter their mouths and silence them and cut off
the last remnant of that people. All praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds!

Consider now how, in the face of a Revelation so mighty that
its outstanding signs have encompassed the world of being,
and when the tongues of both those who have accepted and
those who have rejected it speak in its praise, and its power
and grandeur are acknowledged by all the peoples of East and
West—how certain thoughtless ones have undertaken to refute
some of His blessed words, thereby making themselves objects
of derision throughout the world. For that interpretation of
the tradition is not from the Blessed Beauty, but rather both
the interpretation and the tradition are from the Imam, peace
be upon him. This so-called man of learning has supposed that
while the tradition is from the Imam, its interpretation and ex-
position are from the Manifest Beauty. Through his lack of
discernment, such a grave error has occurred, and he has writ-
ten a refutation of the Imam. Glory be to God! The learned
of this age have so unveiled the truth and opened their eyes
of insight that they understand the words of the immaculate
Imams better than the Imams themselves, who are the Man-
ifestations of divine knowledge! Would that His Holiness the
Imam, that Dawning-Place of divine wisdom, were present in
this world, that he might inquire of this consummate scholar
the meaning of his own tradition and come to understand it!
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This indeed is a cause for wonder—that a few flies should imag-
ine they can soar to the heights of the eagle, and a few gnats
should fancy they can contend with Solomon Himself. Drops
seek to resist the Most Great Ocean, and mindless bats de-
sire to veil the lights of the most luminous Sun. Well has it
been said: “O Light of Truth, Sword of Faith and Heart! O
Heart and Soul, abashed before Thy steps! These worthless
fragments seek, through envy, To conceal Thy Sun.”

Alas! Alas! It is related that when Sultan Muhammad the
Ottoman laid siege to Constantinople, one of the ministers of
Caesar visited a Christian scholar in the city. He observed that
scholar busily writing and inquired about his occupation. The
scholar replied that he was engaged in writing a refutation of
the Prophet and the Qur’an. The Caesar’s minister, becoming
agitated, in the heat of anger struck that scholar on the ear,
saying: “You are too late! When that manifest Standard was
raised in Hijaz and Yathrib, that was the time to write refuta-
tions. Now that that most great Standard waves behind the
gates of Constantinople, and the drum-beat of His Prophet-
hood has filled the ears of East and West, and the lights of
His glory have dazzled the eyes of the world - now you occupy
yourself with writing refutations? Arise and seek a remedy for
your pain, find a balm for your inner wounds, and search for
a way to escape, for that Star has become a brilliant Sun, and
that Lamp has become a luminous Full Moon. We have no
choice but to accept paying the tribute. The Phoenix cannot
be snared - put away your nets!”

Now that the
Most Great Call of the Ancient Beauty has spread throughout
the realms of possibility, and the lights of His glory have encom-
passed the East and West of contingent being, and the waves
of the ocean of His utterance have inundated the face of the
earth, this helpless one has taken to writing refutations, and by
chance has written a refutation against the honored Imam him-
self, that the blessed verse “Deaf, dumb, blind - they will not
understand” might be fulfilled and made manifest. As I found
the language of the refutation most unsound, I did not deem
it fitting to undertake answering it myself. Therefore, some
of the friends wrote responses, and one of these responses was
sent. Show it to his honor the Khan, and if possible, show it
to some of the mystic’s followers that they might understand
just how mystical their mystic is.
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To: William Jay Moore, in New York
Date: 1908-Dec or <

O thou who art attracted to the fragrant breathings of God! I
have read thy letter addressed to Mrs. Lua Getsinger. Thou
hast indeed examined with great care the reasons for the incur-
sion of disease into the human body. It is certainly the case
that sins are a potent cause of physical ailments. If humankind
were free from the defilements of sin and waywardness, and
lived according to a natural, inborn equilibrium, without fol-
lowing wherever their passions led, it is undeniable that dis-
eases would no longer take the ascendant, nor diversify with
such intensity.

But man hath perversely continued to serve his lustful ap-
petites, and he would not content himself with simple foods.
Rather, he prepared for himself food that was compounded of
many ingredients, of substances differing one from the other.
With this, and with the perpetrating of vile and ignoble acts,
his attention was engrossed, and he abandoned the temperance
and moderation of a natural way of life. The result was the
engendering of diseases both violent and diverse.

For the animal, as to its body, is made up of the same con-
stituent elements as man. Since, however, the animal con-
tenteth itself with simple foods and striveth not to indulge its
importunate urges to any great degree, and committeth no sins,
its ailments relative to man’s are few. We see clearly, there-
fore, how powerful are sin and contumacy as pathogenic fac-
tors. And once engendered these diseases become compounded,
multiply, and are transmitted to others. Such are the spiritual,
inner causes of sickness.

The outer, physical causal factor in disease, however, is a dis-
turbance in the balance, the proportionate equilibrium of all
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those elements of which the human body is composed. To illus-
trate: the body of man is a compound of many constituent sub-
stances, each component being present in a prescribed amount,
contributing to the essential equilibrium of the whole. So long
as these constituents remain in their due proportion, according
to the natural balance of the whole—that is, no component suf-
fereth a change in its natural proportionate degree and balance,
no component being either augmented or decreased—there will
be no physical cause for the incursion of disease.

For example, the starch component must be present to a given
amount, and the sugar to a given amount. So long as each
remaineth in its natural proportion to the whole, there will
be no cause for the onset of disease. When, however, these
constituents vary as to their natural and due amounts—that is,
when they are augmented or diminished—it is certain that this
will provide for the inroads of disease.

This question requireth the most careful investigation. The
Bab hath said that the people of Baha must develop the sci-
ence of medicine to such a high degree that they will heal
illnesses by means of foods. The basic reason for this is that
if, in some component substance of the human body, an im-
balance should occur, altering its correct, relative proportion
to the whole, this fact will inevitably result in the onset of dis-
ease. If, for example, the starch component should be unduly
augmented, or the sugar component decreased, an illness will
take control. It is the function of a skilled physician to de-
termine which constituent of his patient’s body hath suffered
diminution, which hath been augmented. Once he hath discov-
ered this, he must prescribe a food containing the diminished
element in considerable amounts, to reestablish the body’s es-
sential equilibrium. The patient, once his constitution is again
in balance, will be rid of his disease.

The proof of this is that while other animals have never stud-
ied medical science, nor carried on researches into diseases or
medicines, treatments or cures—even so, when one of them fal-
leth a prey to sickness, nature leadeth it, in fields or desert
places, to the very plant which, once eaten, will rid the ani-
mal of its disease. The explanation is that if, as an example,
the sugar component in the animal’s body hath decreased, ac-
cording to a natural law the animal hankereth after an herb
that is rich in sugar. Then, by a natural urge, which is the
appetite, among a thousand different varieties of plants across
the field, the animal will discover and consume that herb which
containeth a sugar component in large amounts. Thus the es-
sential balance of the substances composing its body is reestab-
lished, and the animal is rid of its disease.
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This question requireth the most careful investigation. When
highly skilled physicians shall fully examine this matter, thor-
oughly and perseveringly, it will be clearly seen that the incur-
sion of disease is due to a disturbance in the relative amounts
of the body’s component substances, and that treatment con-
sisteth in adjusting these relative amounts, and that this can
be apprehended and made possible by means of foods.

It is certain that in this wonderful new age the development of
medical science will lead to the doctors’ healing their patients
with foods. For the sense of sight, the sense of hearing, of
taste, of smell, of touch—all these are discriminative faculties,
their purpose being to separate the beneficial from whatever
causeth harm. Now, is it possible that man’s sense of smell,
the sense that differentiates odors, should find some odor re-
pugnant, and that odor be beneficial to the human body? Ab-
surd! Impossible! In the same way, could the human body,
through the faculty of sight-the differentiator among things
visible-benefit from gazing upon a revolting mass of excre-
ment? Never! Again, if the sense of taste, likewise a faculty
that selecteth and rejecteth, be offended by something, that
thing is certainly not beneficial; and if, at the outset, it may
yield some advantage, in the long run its harmfulness will be
established.

And likewise, when the constitution is in a state of equilibrium,
there is no doubt that whatever is relished will be beneficial
to health. Observe how an animal will graze in a field where
there are a hundred thousand kinds of herbs and grasses, and
how, with its sense of smell, it snuffeth up the odors of the
plants, and tasteth them with its sense of taste; then it con-
sumeth whatever herb is pleasurable to these senses, and ben-
efiteth therefrom. Were it not for this power of selectivity,
the animals would all be dead in a single day; for there are
a great many poisonous plants, and animals know nothing of
the pharmacopoeia. And yet, observe what a reliable set of
scales they have, by means of which to differentiate the good
from the injurious. Whatever constituent of their body hath
decreased, they can rehabilitate by seeking out and consuming
some plant that hath an abundant store of that diminished
element; and thus the equilibrium of their bodily components
is reestablished, and they are rid of their disease.

At whatever time highly skilled physicians shall have devel-
oped the healing of illnesses by means of foods, and shall make
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provision for simple foods, and shall prohibit humankind from
living as slaves to their lustful appetites, it is certain that the
incidence of chronic and diversified illnesses will abate, and the
general health of all mankind will be much improved. This is
destined to come about. In the same way, in the character, the
conduct and the manners of men, universal modifications will
be made.

SWAB#134, LOG#0996x, LOG#10
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AB00431

Date: 1908-Dec or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances from the gardens
of the Kingdom! Thy spiritual letter was read and its loving,
divine contents became known and understood. Praise be to
God that thou art intoxicated from the cup of the love of God,
sustained by the heavenly food, and stirred and expanded by
the breezes of the Abha Paradise. Today such a confirmation
from the divine Kingdom is manifest and evident that if any
handmaiden of the Merciful succeeds in attaining it, hearts
become captive in her control, stirred and moved, while souls
become gladdened, expanded and thoughtful through her glad-
tidings.

O handmaiden of God! Illnesses are of two kinds: spiritual
and physical. Physical illnesses are cured through medicines,
essences of herbs and drugs. But illnesses that result from psy-
chic conditions are treated through the power of the human
spirit. However, the power of the divine spirit rules over both
physical and psychic conditions. Therefore when the human
spirit becomes confirmed by the Holy Spirit’s reinforcements, it
can have its effects at every level in the world of existence. Psy-
chic influences also have their effect, for through the power of
attention reflections arise between hearts, and from the power
of connection action and reaction occur, from which treatments
are realized.

As for deriving character traits, faculties and senses from the
combinations of cranial divisions - which is truly a branch of
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physiognomy - a certain degree of validity may be considered,
though not definitively so, but limited judgments can be con-
sidered. That is, one can make a kind of deduction. However,
if all the signs of a trait are present in all features and cranial
formations, then one can make a judgment.

Regarding palmistry: since all things, all beings that are mem-
bers of this great body of the world of existence, are all inter-
connected - meaning each being is a member or part of that
great body - therefore from any part, due to this connection,
the realities of other parts can be discovered. Its analogy is
the human body - imagine the world of possibility as a hu-
man body whose parts, members, elements and faculties are
all interconnected with each other, having perfect connection.
For example, from facial color the heat of eyes and hidden
intestinal diseases can be diagnosed, and from the pulse condi-
tions of other organs become apparent. Glory be to God, what
a mighty connection this is! Therefore one cannot consider
it strange that from lines of palms evidence may be revealed
showing realities of present and future conditions.

5 In any case, this explanation covers the three things you had

asked about. Now, O handmaiden of the Merciful, ask God
that you may be reinforced by the breaths of the Holy Spirit,
so that you become independent of all these indicators, evi-
dence and powers, for those breaths are a force that has con-
trol over the reality of things and has such influence that it
brings the dead to life, makes the blind see and the deaf hear
- meaning it causes ignorant souls to enter the divine stream
of knowledge, grants existence to absolute nothingness, guides
the destitute to endless wealth, makes the dark night manifest
light, and places the crown of knowledge on the head of abso-
lute ignorance. This is the power of the spirit and influence
of the Word of God. Ask God that you may receive a portion
and share of this great bounty and evident triumph.

i Lord! Pitiful are we, grant us Thy favor; poor, bestow upon us

a share from the ocean of Thy wealth; needy, do Thou satisfy
us; abased, give us Thy glory. The fowls of the air and the
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beasts of the field receive their meat each day from Thee, and
all beings partake of Thy care and loving-kindness.

Deprive not this feeble one of Thy wondrous grace and vouch-
safe by Thy might unto this helpless soul Thy bounty.

Give us our daily bread, and grant Thine increase in the ne-
cessities of life, that we may be dependent on none other but
Thee, may commune wholly with Thee, may walk in Thy ways
and declare Thy mysteries. Thou art the Almighty and the
Loving and the Provider of all mankind.
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To: Mirza Husayn son of Mulla Ali
Date: 1908-Dec or <

O servant of God! What you had written was observed. Praise
be to God that you fulfilled the service with which you were
charged and carried it out as was fitting and proper. Thank
God that you became the recipient of such a bounty and were
enabled to render such a service.

You wrote about the tumult in Tehran. These foolish ones are
thoughtless. His Imperial Majesty the Shah, I bear witness by
God, has benevolent intentions, but the clamor and commotion
of the thoughtless ones gives no respite. May God make the
end result good.

A group has counted their selfish desires as goodwill for the
nation and acts in hope of influence and leadership. In France,
when several people caused division between government and
nation and rose up against the government and overthrew their
sincere and kind king, afterwards the nation tore those same in-
stigating persons to pieces and destroyed and eliminated them,
and the secret of “whoever digs a pit for his brother, God will
cause him to fall into it” became manifest and evident.
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Now too the evil clergy are calling the people to uprising, but
the end result of these matters, even if the masses follow them
and a parliament is established, “their plots will return upon
their own necks.” Although consultation is, by the text of
God’s Book, a legitimate command and foundation of God’s
Law, these souls’ intention is not goodwill and implementation
of God’s Law - it is “a word of truth by which falsehood is
intended.”

If they were well-wishers, they would have shown obedience
and submission to His Majesty the Shah and, with utmost hu-
mility, submissiveness and dignity, would have presented what-
ever they considered beneficial for state and nation regarding
the establishment of a national parliament. It is certain that
His Imperial Majesty would accept the petitions of any un-
biased person, especially if based on goodwill for state and
nation.

Deliver the enclosed letter to that same respected person men-
tioned.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1908-Dec or <

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that whatever
flowed from the Pen of the Covenant during the years of fer-
ment and the height of influence and power of the parliamen-
tarians in the veins, nerves and arteries of the Iranians has in
these days become manifest and apparent, so that all may be
assured that this pen is divinely inspired.

The foundation of consultation is among the greatest divine in-
stitutions, but it must be based on the fear of God and univer-
sal benevolence. However, the aforementioned parliament was
in the hands of evil divines and the faithless people of Yahya,
and their purpose was ultimately despotism and domination,
and in the end they would arise to cut down the Blessed Tree.
With the involvement of such persons as Malik’ul-Akhrasin
and Sur and Naqur and Shaykh’ul-Mamalik and Siyyid Jamal,
how could they ever succeed and be confirmed? Verily God
does not prosper the work of the corrupt ones.
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In any case, now the government must, in gratitude for this
divine confirmation, pursue justice and fairness and seek retri-
bution for the martyred eminent scholar Aqa Siyyid Yahya in
Sirjan, for that noble soul was, a few months ago, cut to pieces
with utmost cruelty and hostility by the oppressors. Like-
wise, the government must offer complete protection to the
oppressed ones of the world so that this divine confirmation
and success may continue. Gratitude for blessings increases
blessings, and “if ye be thankful, I will increase you.”

Regarding Shaykh’ur-Ra’is, the friends must remain quiet and
silent and, in accordance with the divine texts, act with the
utmost spiritual courtesy. If someone commits the slightest
oversight, one must act and behave in such a way that he
himself becomes aware of it.

And upon you be glory.
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Date: 1908-Dec or <

O ye true friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! His honor Ibn-i-Asdaq hath
arrived at the Blessed Spot, hath attained unto circumambula-
tion about the sanctuary of the Concourse on high, and hath
been admitted into the gathering of the All-Merciful. In ut-
most joy and fragrance he is meeting all, spending his days in
visitation at the Sacred Shrine and his nights in fellowship with
the friends of the Merciful and with ‘Abdu’l-Baha. They are
in the utmost supplication and entreaty. I beseech God that
they may be granted success in all conditions and degrees, and
that both ye and we may become, as befitteth and beseemeth
us, true servants of the Sacred Threshold.
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To: Bethlen, Aurelia et al., in New York
Date: 1908-Dec-01

O thou favoured handmaid of the heavenly Kingdom! Thy
letter hath been received. It conveyeth high aspirations and
noble goals, saying that thou hast in mind to make a journey
to the Far East, and that thou art ready to endure extreme
hardships, in order to guide the souls, and to spread far and
wide the glad tidings of God’s Kingdom. This purpose of thine
betokeneth that thou, dear handmaid of God, dost cherish the
very noblest of all aims.

2 When delivering the glad tidings, speak out and say: the
Promised One of all the world’s peoples hath now been made
manifest. For each and every people, and every religion, await
a Promised One, and Baha’u’llah is that One Who is awaited
by all; and therefore the Cause of Baha'u’llah will bring about
the oneness of mankind, and the tabernacle of unity will be
upraised on the heights of the world, and the banners of the
universality of all humankind will be unfurled on the peaks of
the earth. When thou dost loose thy tongue to deliver this
great good news, this will become the means of teaching the
people.

Thy projected journey, however, is to a very far-away land,
and unless a group of persons be available, the glad tidings
will not take much effect in that place. If ye think best, travel
instead to Persia, and on the way back, go through Japan and
China. This would appear to be much better, and far more
enjoyable. In any case, do whatever seemeth feasible, and it
will be approved.

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is one of the most vital institutions in
the world, and it hath many subsidiary branches. Although
it is a House of Worship, it is also connected with a hospital,
a drug dispensary, a traveller’s hospice, a school for orphans,
and a university for advanced studies. Every Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar is connected with these five things. My hope is that
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will now be established in America,
and that gradually the hospital, the school, the university,
the dispensary and the hospice, all functioning according to
the most efficient and orderly procedures, will follow. Make
these matters known to the beloved of the Lord, so that
they will understand how very great is the importance of this
‘Dawning-Point of the Remembrance of God” The Temple
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is not only a place for worship; rather, in every respect is it
complete and whole.

O thou dear handmaid of God! If only thou couldst know what
a high station is destined for those souls who are severed from
the world, are powerfully attracted to the Faith, and are teach-
ing, under the sheltering shadow of Baha'u’llah! How thou
wouldst rejoice, how thou wouldst, in exultation and rapture,
spread thy wings and soar heavenward — for being a follower
of such a way, and a traveller toward such a Kingdom.

As to the terminology I used in my letter, bidding thee to
consecrate thyself to service in the Cause of God, the meaning
of it is this: limit thy thoughts to teaching the Faith. Act
by day and night according to the teachings and counsels and
admonitions of Baha’u’llah. This doth not preclude marriage.
Thou canst take unto thyself a husband and at the same time
serve the Cause of God; the one doth not preclude the other.
Know thou the value of these days; let not this chance escape
thee. Beg thou God to make thee a lighted candle, so that
thou mayest guide a great multitude through this darksome
world.
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To: Charles S Krug, in New York
Date: 1908-Dec-01

O thou tender plant in the Garden of God! Happy art thou,
Happy art thou! That thou art nurtured and developed by
the outpouring of the Cloud of the Most Great Guidance; art
stirred into cheerfulness by the wafting of the Breeze of the
Divine Spring and art adorned with foliage and blossoms by
the gentle rays of the Sun of Truth. Thank thou God that thou
hast such a mother, who has a kind heart and who has nursed
thee at the Breast of Guidance and has given thee spiritual
food from the Heavenly Table. Know thou the value of such
a mother and love her more day by day so that thou mayest
become a thankful servant and a manifestor of the bounties of
the Forgiving Lord.
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2 Upon thee be Baha El Abha.
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AB05289

To: Mihdi Sarvistani, in Shiraz
Date: 1908-Dec-03

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! Thy letter
was received and its contents were understood. Thou hadst
asked for a writing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I, too, immediately
proceeded to pen this letter, and I have hoped and continue to
hope through the grace and favors of the Blessed Beauty that
the divine friends will attain such attraction that they will
grasp divine mysteries without letters and become discoverers
of secrets.

The outpourings of the Abha Kingdom are the Preserved
Tablet, the Written Book and the Outspread Parchment, and
all mysteries are inscribed in that letter. Study that detailed
letter carefully so that you may become informed of the
mysteries of what was and what will be.

Make his honor Khan Baba and his honor Ziya’u’llah and their
mother, the handmaiden of God, joyous and delighted with the
Most Wonderful, Most Glorious mention. And inform all the
divine friends of this servant’s intense love for them and give

them the glad tidings of the infinite favors of the Intended One.

And upon thee and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Flora M Clark, in Fort Bragg, CA

Date: 1908-Dec-12

O thou who art the wooer of the Beloved the Regions! G615 Osae (g

As soon as the Sun of Truth dawned in the East of Eternity, its
rays like unto the lightening of the early morn, brightened and
illumined this vast palace of immensity. Pure and transparent
souls, which were clear from the rest of matter, immediately
became enlightened and luminous and reflected the lights upon
the world of contingent beings. This effulgence, to those pure
hearts, was like unto a Call, a Revelation, a Splendor and
Hearer by music. Therefore each one acquired a special efful-
gence and made manifest and apparent a certain Divine Glory.
I beg of God that this lustrous Brilliancy shine in such wise in
the heart of Humanity, and make such a deep and imperishable
impression, that the world of darkness be entirely illuminated.

The poetry which flowed from the luminous heart of that maid
servant of God became the cause of the happiness and rejoicing
of the friends of God. Keep thy heart always perfumed and thy
soul always odoriferous, through the fragrances of the Paradise
of Abha in assemblies and gathering places.
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ABO03475

To: Marie L Botay, in New York
Date: 1908-Dec-12

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the Love of God!

Thy letter came, and the interpretation of thy dream is this,
that thou wilt render devoted service in the Blessed Cause, and
wilt sacrifice thy soul, heart, spirit, body and all thy name and
trace unto the Abha Beloved One.

O maid-servant of God! The time has not yet come for calling
and raising the Voice in streets and markets-places: before long
such time will arrive.
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I accept the five acres of land that thou hast mentioned. But
use it in the benefit of (or literally “expend or employ it for”)
the Mashriqu’l Adhkar. Today all the beloved of God in those
parts must endeavor that the Chicago Mashriqu’l Adhkar be
founded and be built in the utmost solidity and exquisiteness.
Whenever thy heart is free in the state of devotion and illumi-
nation, chant the following supplication:

O Thou Lord of the Kingdom! Confer discernment and wisdom
upon this maid-servant and glorify her in the eternal World.
Sever her from the world and all therein and enchant her by
Thy Beauty. Make her to long for Thy meeting, make her
awake and mindful so that she may wholly be sacrificed unto
Thee, and become evanescent and as nothing in thy Path, that
she may guide souls unto the path of Thy Love and may aston-
ish minds at the Kingdom of Thy Oneness; and that she may
become the cause of joy, enthusiasm and happiness unto the
servants of God. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty! Thou art
the Bestower, the Giver, the Seer!
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To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Dec-14
O thou beloved maidsrvant of God. B e xS @

Thy letter was received. Praise be to God thou hast become
the cause of the diffusion of the Fragrances in the countries of
the North. The guidance of the people is greater than present-
ing one’s self in the Blessed Spot; for any soul who sacrifices his
life (serves faithfully) for the promotion of the Word of God,
his real country is the Blessed Spot and he is near to it with
his heart and soul, nay rather, he is its Eternal dweller. I hope
that thou mayest be assisted to visit the Holy Land. Abdul
Baha is always thy Companion and thy Confidant, he sings the
same melody and chants the same songs with thee. He beholds
the services of the friends and thanks them with gratitude for
their hardships and troubles.
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The great feast that you celebrated on the occasion of the ap-
pearance of His Highness, the Bab, likewise the feasts of nine-
teen days, produced great rejoicing in the hearts of the believ-
ers. Whenever the friends and the maidservants of the Merciful
gather together, read the Tablets and the words, interchange
ideas and deliver eloquent speeches the heavenly blessings de-
scend, the Spiritual Food becomes present, the celestial bounty
is unveiled, the confirmations of the Holy Spirit descend unin-
terruptedly, spiritual development is attained and attractions
of heart realized.

Convey respectful greetings to miss Doring on my behalf and
say: “The Supreme Concourse praised the Feast that thou
didst celebrate and the melodies of Miss Staebler, Miss Bezold
and Mr. Brown were heard by the Angels of Heaven.”

Announce yearning greetings to Mr. and Mrs. Herrigel and say:
“Indeed ye have celebrated a Baha’i Feast and have sought for
Supreme Bounties. I am very pleased with you and ask con-
firmation and assistance in your behalf so that that household
may become ready to receive the graces of the Lord and its
good name descends to future generations and cycles and be
encircled with the help of the Kingdom of God.”

Declare greetings and salutations on my behalf to Mr. Ekstein
and say: “I ask God that thou mayest crown thy head with
the diadem of servitude to the Beauty of Abha and become
conducive to the progress of the Cause of God.”

Convey on my behalf the wonderful Abha greeting to Dr.
Fisher.

O thou beloved maidservant of God! Whenever innumerable
people enter the meeting and ask difficult questions turn thy
face to the Kingdom of Abha, ask assistance, open thy mouth
and speak with perfect courage and strength. The Holy Spirit
shall confirm thee.

O thou beloved maidservant of God! With heart and soul I am
with thee. Rest thou assured. Thou shalt be assisted in such
wise that you will stand astonished.

Convey on my behalf the wonderful Abha greeting to Mr.
Fardly of Baltimore and deliver my salutation to him for he is
very much beloved by me. I pray in his behalf so that he may
gain a spiritual victory.
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Convey greetings with utmost love on my behalf to thy beloved u} 5 ol e SE Pl pm®
sister Mrs. Hannen and her respectful husband. ;,.4 £ M; Culiy or B0 e i
BBBD.055-056 JWLCI

BBBD.052-055
AB03334

To: Ella Thorington Nash, in Cambridge, MA
Date: 1908-Dec-15

O daughter of the Kingdom!

The obligatory prayers are binding inasmuch as they are con-
ducive to humility and submissiveness, to setting one’s face
towards God and expressing devotion to Him. Through such
prayer man holdeth communion with God, seeketh to draw
near unto Him, converseth with the true Beloved of his heart,
and attaineth spiritual stations.

As for Green Acre, if this become a centre for the Baha’is—with
attendance granted to other groups—the divine call will reach
all who wish to hearken unto it. If on the other hand it become
a focal centre and rallying point for a host of empty-headed
enthusiasts, each purveying his own fantastic creed, they will
take up everyone’s time to no purpose propounding this or that
outlandish notion.

For example, observe how some superstitious people from India
gathered there, what fruit was produced and what benefit was
gained except the spread of superstitions?

Certainly we shall not deny access to members of other reli-
gions, but at the same time we have no wish that Green Acre
should become a breeding ground for superstitions. Indeed,
our ardent hope is that the cry of the Kingdom may be raised
in that spot, and that the Baha’i character of the school may
become sufficiently evident for it to attract the notice of other
groups.
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T ask God that the means of meeting be provided at some point
on earth, whether East or West. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

BRL__ATE#159x,
COC#1744x

BRL_IOPF#2.06x, BRL_PMDA#22x, BRL_PDL#57x,

AB12177

To: Julia Stabler, in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Dec-16

O handmaiden of God who is attracted! Open your tongue
in thanksgiving to the Lord God, for praise be to God, you
have heard the commandments, counsels and teachings of
Baha’u’llah and have acknowledged and recognized the return
of Christ.

And since the divine call must repeatedly reach the ears of
heart and soul, you should be infinitely grateful to the dear
handmaiden of God Miss Alma Knobloch, for she led you to
the honor of faith and gave you a share of the fountain of
living waters. She breathed the spirit of life into you and made
you eternally alive. If you were to thank her at every breath,
you would not fulfill the obligation of gratitude, for the gift of
guidance is the greatest divine gift in the human world. Surely
you had worthiness and capacity to attain this great bounty.

God willing, may you also succeed in guiding others. Do not
look to your own weakness and inability. Turn to the confirma-
tions of the Abha Kingdom, for divine grace makes a weak seed
into a mighty tree, and the drops of heavenly clouds transform
black earth into a divine rose garden. Do not wonder, turn to
it; do not despair, be hopeful in the grace and gifts of this lumi-
nous age and arise to teach. When you engage in service to the
Kingdom, you will find doors opened and bounties successive.

You wrote about the celebration of the Day of the Declaration
of the Bab, that on that day you arranged a feast and engaged
in mention of God, recited verses and said prayers. Know with
certainty that this gathering and this love and this unity on
that day becomes the cause of confirmation of all the friends.
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Praise be to God, in the world of dreams you saw rays of
light dawning from heaven and Christ pointing with His finger.
Know that that light is the dawning of the Sun of Truth and
the rays shining from the Abha Beauty.

i I beseech from God’s favors that your sister and brother may

also be quickened by this life-giving breath. Three rings in-
scribed with the Greatest Name are being sent inside this en-
velope.
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AB06343

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1908-Dec-16

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of God!

Thy letter was received. I ask from God, supplicating and
entreating in the Threshold of Oneness, that thy utmost de-
sire may become realized. The desire of the sanctified souls
is always for sacrifice in the path of God, attraction by the
merciful fragrances, the vivification of souls, the proclamation
of universal peace, the establishment of the oneness of human-
ity and the enkindlement of the fire of the love of God in the
hearts of men. It is my hope that the desire of the friends of
God be as such, so that they may be released from the influ-
ence of the ephemeral word, shine in the Kingdom of eternity,
be exhilarated by the wine of the love of God and, like unto
the tempestuous sea, rage and roar with the ardor of the love
of God. I desire this station for thee.

TAB.703-704, SW_ vO7#10 p.098x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 174


https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA703
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_7/Issue_10

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other) AB12667

AB06597

To: Henrietta C Wagner, in Los Angeles
Date: 1908-Dec-16

O thou maid-servant of God!

Truly, I say, complete capacity and ability is the cause of the
appearance of the divine gifts. Souls are many who in the
years gone by have listened to the glad-tidings, but up to this
time they have remained veiled, deprived and unmoved. But,
through the bounty of the Beauty of ABHA, as soon as thou
didst hear the call, thou didst turn thy face toward the Lord of
Hosts and became a believer in God and assured of His divine
verses. Immediately the Most Great Name made an impression
upon thee. Therefore, I hope thy breath may become also effec-
tive and in a short time, like unto dry wood, become enkindled
and ignited.

Do not wonder at the mercy and bounty of God. Consider thou
how one spark sets on fire a great forest. Therefore, there is
great hope, and the favor and grace of the Almighty is limitless.

TAB.639-640

AB12667

To: Sophiee Stabler, in Stuttgart
Date: 1908-Dec-16

O handmaiden of God! T beseech with utmost humility and
need from the Great Bounty and Gift that you, together with
your two dear children, may be accepted at the Threshold of
Divine Oneness and draw near unto God, that you may be-
come established in the Divine Kingdom, and arise with mighty
steadfastness in the Cause of God, so that you may be assisted
and confirmed in achieving that which is your ultimate desire.
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AB03460

To: Isabella D Brittingham, in United States
Date: 1908-Dec-17

Concerning My freedom: I was, am, and always will be, free.

No one can take away My freedom. My freedom comes from
the Beauty of ABHA and no one is able to encroach upon
it. Should all the forces of the world unite, they could not
overwhelm Me, for I am free, and above all the restrictions,
chains and ties of attachment to this world. However, from a
physical standpoint, it is My hope that under all circumstances
I may become incarcerated and imprisoned in the Path of His
Highness, the Merciful; nay, rather be bound with fetters. My
ultimate desire is to find Myself upon the cross. This is glory

and peace. This is the happiness and rejoicing of Abdul Baha.

Had I not such a longing, no one could have any power and
authority over Me.
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AB11372

To: Carrie Kinney
Date: 1908-Dec-17

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

Thy letter was received and its contents brought joy, for it was
evidence of thy turning to the Kingdom of God and a clear
sign of the love of God.

Thou hadst written about the formation of gatherings and the
arrangement of meetings. These gatherings are the cause of
the manifestation of God’s love and the diffusion of the light
of His guidance.

Whensoever a company of people shall gather in a meeting
place, shall engage in glorifying God, and shall speak with
one another of the mysteries of God, beyond any doubt the
breathings of the Holy Spirit will blow gently over them, and
each shall receive a share thereof.
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As for Iranian food, since it causes remembrance of Iran and
the dawning of the Sun of Truth from the horizon of possibility,
such food is surely acceptable to the friends.

Regarding presence at this blessed and luminous spot, thou
hadst written - thou and thy respected wife are permitted to
come next summer, but for others the time is not yet appro-
priate; wisdom does not allow it. Their presence will be more
suitable at another time. Show them the utmost kindness, and
since means are limited, assist them with their travel expenses
so that whenever wisdom permits, they may cover their travel
costs and come for pilgrimage.
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AB05590

To: Arthur S Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1908-Dec-17

O Thou Almighty Lord! Strengthen all mankind that they
may do according to the instructions and teachings recorded in
these writings, so that wars and strifes may be eliminated from
the world of man; that the roots of enmity may be destroyed
and the foundations of love and affection be established; that
the hearts may be filled with love and the souls be attracted;
that wisdom may advance and the faces become brightened
and illumined; that there be no more wars and strifes and that
reconciliation and peace appear; that the Unity of the world
of man may pitch its tent on the “apex of the horizons,” so
that peoples and parties become as one nation, that different
continents become as one continent and the whole earth as
one land; that the sects of antagonizing and dogmatic religions
be unified; that the world of creation be adorned and all the
people of the earth abide in unity and peace. Verily, Thou art
the Giver, the Bestower, the Beholder!

TAB.000
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Dec-20

O herald of Truth! Your second letter dated 26 Dhi’l-Qa’dih
1326 was received. Regarding sending a teacher to Alexan-
dretta, you had written that if the friends in Alexandretta are
determined and request again, send a teacher who is steadfast,
firm, knowledgeable and suitable.

Concerning the banners of freedom, brotherhood, justice and
equality raised in that great city which you had written about
- although freedom is the desire of the free-minded, yet as you
wrote, these partial means will not accomplish universal ends.
However, the Banner of the Supreme Concourse which waves
in the heights of the Most Glorious Kingdom makes every dif-
ficulty easy and brings every purpose to fruition. But alas, the
people of Iran will reject that manifest Banner, though eventu-
ally they will perceive their own weakness and powerlessness.
We hope through the favors of God that the banner of the one-
ness of humanity will be so raised that its sanctified standard
will wave over East and West.

As for the friends of God whom you praised beyond description
and requested loving messages for each one, and for whom you
sought divine confirmations at the Holy Threshold - ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, with utmost supplication and faithfulness, prayed at the
Sacred Threshold and beseeched divine assistance for each one,
that they may arise to fulfill the counsels and exhortations of
the Most Glorious Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones), become the essence of sanctity and the reality of
detachment, enter the world of abstraction, and be moved to
deeds and actions that will awaken others and draw them near
to the Threshold of God.

Today the people of Baha are souls who should become
renowned throughout all regions for possessing the character,
conduct and behavior of the Supreme Concourse, for He
explicitly states in numerous passages that in this wondrous
Dispensation a Baha'i is one who, like a candle,
and casts the light of sanctity and detachment upon East
and West. Otherwise it is a name without reality and a word
without meaning.
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AB07319

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Dec-21

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Truly thou art a believer,
assured and steadfast and advancing. This attention and ad-
vancement is the magnet of divine confirmation and success,
and the cause of attaining the highest stations of existence in
the new Kingdom. Therefore be confident in the grace and gift
of the Lord that successive confirmations will arrive, the light
of truth will shine, and the dark world will become illumined.
Convey to Jinab-i-Haji Aga Muhammad greetings and praise
on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and say: “Friend, times are very dif-
ficult, but love is renewed moment by moment. Surely you will
excuse me from writing.” And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB09583

To: Gulbaji wife of Jinab Amin
Date: 1908-Dec-21

O near leaf! You are neither a Gulbaji (flower sister) to any
flower, nor a tribute-payer to any monarch. Praise be to God
that the rose of the love of God has blossomed in your rose gar-
den, and Jinab-i-Amin is a supreme paradise - cheerful, good-
natured, heart-attracting and musk-scented. Give thanks to
God that you have freely obtained such a flower-filled rose gar-
den without cost. Well done! So glorify the name of your
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Lord morning and evening, and upon you be the Most Glori-
ous Glory of God.
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ABO05136

To: Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Khugand
Date: 1908-Dec-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was perused. You have per-
mission to attain the presence, but Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad
Sadiq has permission to attain after your return. The inten-
tion is that both cannot be present at once - one must come
first and the other afterwards. The choice is yours. Whatever
both parties deem advisable, carry it out.

As for the pilgrim house, it has been built in the best location
near the Most Exalted Shrine, but it needs furnishings and
equipment. Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Mu?sin has not a moment’s
rest or peace due to the abundance of various tasks for the
friends, and now he must go to Egypt with Jinab-i-Afnan Aqa
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab to bring back a group of the leaves of
the Blessed Tree who are on their way. Therefore it would be
better that when you yourself are present, you attend to the
completion and perfection of the pilgrim house.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11764

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1908-Dec-22

O herald of the Covenant! Your detailed letter written in
Beirut was received and carefully reviewed. Due to lack of
time, a brief response is being written.

Regarding the school that you had arranged with the friends
in Alexandretta, this is very acceptable. First, this is neces-
sary and essential. And likewise the matter of consultation is
also very appropriate. And when these two important mat-
ters are accomplished, then if they are able and can manage
it, they should arrange a pilgrim house that can also serve as
a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. I will write a letter to the friends about
this matter.

Convey the most wonderful and sweetest greetings to all the
friends and loved ones of God. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

g ogs & J:a.dﬂ saal Olg (gole ) 1
o dimde Sy oy 35 0358 050
Sphin ph o o Olpr Cao b pe )
osls H1 3 o\ﬁ;—b.{ e g s
r)‘y u;‘ d;‘ d}iﬁ)w ﬁ})-ﬂ&w\)b a&éj
Bl Sl 35 Sphe ol i 5 s
Cosl ok g dep S0 95 ) O
s s oy Al o SEBYIG L -
2l ph s Lopat) 5o g Ol et
25

dol gl e 1y Al 5 ObL e s
e L e 5 s 30

INBAS85:429, BRL__ DAK#0158, YIA.282

AB02261

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran
Date: 1908-Dec-25

O you who are enkindled with the fire of the love of God! The
contents of the letter which you had written to Jinab Ismu’llah
were all understood. Due to lack of time, I write briefly.

Convey with utmost longing the most wondrous and glorious
greetings to Jinab Haji Nasru’llah. Regarding the question he
had asked - the absence of mention in the divine Tablets is
itself permission, since prohibition is derived from the texts.

And regarding the question of wealth and riches - what is
meant is true wealth and heavenly riches, and this is an eternal
bounty that will become complete and all-encompassing on the
day when “God will enrich all through His abundance.” This
is specific to the loved ones of God. As for worldly wealth,
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all peoples share in it, meaning that in other communities too
there exist those who are materially wealthy. Nevertheless, if
someone wealthy is grateful and generous, they are certainly ac-
cepted and beloved, as mentioned in the divine Tablets: “When
we find, we prefer others, and when we lose, we are grateful.”

Regarding what you wrote about Jinab Haji Siyyid Ali Muham-
mad - this servant had the utmost love for him, and after mi-
grating from Baku also wrote him a letter. And now too, in
jest, I submit to him that “This is not the first flask that was
broken in Islam.” If they have fired the cannon of bankruptcy,
I too occasionally blow the trumpet of bankruptcy with per-
fect vibration. Surely they must not be sad and troubled, and
they should engage in some work and occupation. This servant
begs for help and grace from the divine threshold that some
blessing may be obtained and past difficulties forgotten.

Convey longing greetings on my behalf to Jinab Aqa Siyyid
Sadiq. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB03522

To: Mirza Qurban et al.,
Date: 1908-Dec-25

i Amzajird

O luminous, spiritual friends! Jinab-i-Murtada in his letter
mentioned you and made the yearning ones enamored with
your enchanting countenance and musk-scented nature. Praise
of the friends brings comfort to heart and soul and adorns
the contingent world, for it is evidence of the intensity of love
and the deep attachment of hearts to one another. When the
letter was read, supplications and entreaties were made at the
threshold of the Divine Unity, and boundless confirmations
were sought, so that from the horizon of providence a ray from
the shining lights of divine grace might fall upon the crowns
of those holy souls and become a luminous manifestation in
the gathering of the divine loved ones, and this manifestation
might lead to infinite progress and partaking of eternal grace.
May the loved ones become like a surging ocean and make

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

23 & Sl Gy, dhy oLl ¢
Ogde 17Blze 5 028 & §5 2y *asls
035 & (S0 s s A G
5 Celle s aled e 0BG il
b b s L oKl e uﬂb'
4l d}> G ;-& u}\a L}\:&' &.)-\.w
P @@ oo TN SUNNEARCINE
bas (plaal olagb by csS 6l
S5 il anbls farl ) e 15|
Ahs Jede 5 ) i s O faals
i ogh (o) s ;Jf db) (_;La-“)als'-)i
358 e s o aplaal 5 (pll ul.:ej
o 0L 5 955 G Ls ke U

182


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-159.html
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-53
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS2/mas2-43.html

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other)

ABO06168

the seekers of the wine of guidance intoxicated from this pure
chalice.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Those regions have gained
the capacity for progress and attraction to the manifestation
of the Lord of Verses. The true friends must make an effort
and hold fast to that which illumines this dark world. The
luminosity of the world of existence comes from acquiring the
manifestations of the mystery of being, and that is spiritual
qualities and divine conduct and behavior and heavenly man-
ners and speech. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06168

To: Siyyid Nimatullah
Date: 1908-Dec-25

O divine youth! Turn to the Kingdom of God and supplicate
and pray: “O Kind Lord! Make this poor one noble, and make
this lowly one exalted in the glorious Kingdom, and make this
needy one a brilliant lamp, and make this weak one a helper
and protector. Grant ocean waves to a drop, and bestow the
radiance of lights upon an atom. Grant infinite freshness and
delicacy to the dry stone, and make the black rock into a ruby
of Badakhshan. Make the withered earth verdant and flour-
ishing, and breathe new life into the frozen heart, so that in
utter helplessness it may find heavenly power, and in complete
poverty it may seek eternal wealth. Thou art the Mighty and
Powerful, and Thou art the Bestower and the Shining and the
Radiant.”
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ABO05435

To: Josephine Bail, in Muskegon, MI
Date: 1908-Dec-26

O maid-servant of God! I rejoiced to read thy letter, for it
indicated thy progress unto the Kingdom of thy Glorious Lord,
thy wish to serve in His vineyard and thy faith in this Cause
which has shed its light upon those regions.

Blessed art thou for having opened the door of thy home unto
the people to come and hear of the Kingdom.

The maid-servant of God remembered thee in her letter, men-
tioning thy great joy and progress in the Cause of thy Lord.

I beseech God to graciously make of thy home a centre for the
diffusion of the light of divine guidance, for the dissemination
of the Words of God and for enkindling at all times the fire
of love in the hearts of His faithful servants and maidservants.
Know thou of a certainty that every house wherein the anthem
of praise is raised to the Realm of Glory in celebration of the
Name of God is indeed a heavenly home, and one of the gardens
of delight in the Paradise of God.
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1908-Dec-28

O ye who are firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Testa-
ment! Praise be to God that ye have made ‘Ishqabad the City
of Love, and have made that clime a Paradise of Delight. Ye
have illumined that land and made all nostrils fragrant. From
the beginning of your migration to that country, ye all engaged
in exalting the Word of God, diffusing the divine fragrances,
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promoting the religion of God, and kindling the fire of the love
of God.

Praise be to God that ye have been successful and confirmed
in all endeavors, and day by day progress in all matters has be-
come evident and manifest. The assistance and bounty of the
Divine Unity have arrived successively, and in these days the
new resolve which ye have shown in completing the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar has brought joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and gladness to this
servant at the threshold of greatness. Even My own freedom
and liberty did not bring such happiness, but the news of the
loftiness of resolve and purity of intention of the friends of God
brought infinite joy.

This is the firm foundation and this is the manifestation of the
evident light - that a group of strangers in the East should show
forth such radiance and display such resolve. By God, besides
Whom there is no other God! The tongue of existence offers
praise, the Concourse on High extols, and ere long the greatest
bounty shall unveil its countenance and the Sun of Truth shall
so shine forth that those horizons shall be illumined and those
regions shall become the manifestation of the aid and bounty
of the Lord of Loving-kindness.

My Lord and my Hope! Thou seest Thy sincere servants in
that far-off land, and Thou beholdest the strangers in that re-
mote region who have arisen to serve Thee, who have become
firm in their servitude unto Thee, who have grown through
Thy aid and favor, who have laid Thy foundation, who have
spent their wealth in Thy path, and who were the first to es-
tablish the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in all regions, from whom the
cry of remembrance has ascended to the Kingdom of Mysteries.
O Lord! Open unto them the gates of blessings, make them
expositions of Thy clear signs, raise through them Thy stan-
dards, spread through them Thy traces, cause through them
Thy lights to shine forth, preserve through them Thy Faith,
make them the hosts of Thy mighty fortress and the armies of
Thy firm Covenant, exalt their word among all mankind. Verily
Thou art the Glorious Lord, verily Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Most Compassionate.

Esteemed and kind friend: Please send a copy of this transla-
tion to each province of Khurasan.
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To: Muhammad Quli et al., in Zanjan
Date: 1908 or <

O ye beloved of Abdu’l-Baha and ye handmaids of the Merci-
full It is early morning, and the reviving winds of the Abha
Paradise are blowing over all creation, but they can stir only
the pure of heart, and only the pure sense can detect their fra-
grance. Only the perceiving eye beholdeth the rays of the sun;
only the listening ear can hear the singing of the Concourse
on high. Although the plentiful rains of spring, the bestowals
of Heaven, pour down upon all things, they can only fructify
good soil; they love not brackish ground, where no results of
all the bounty can be shown.

Today the soft and holy breathings of the Abha Realm are
passing over every land, but only the pure in heart draw nigh
and derive a benefit therefrom. It is the hope of this wronged
soul that from the grace of the Self-Subsistent One and by the
manifest power of the Word of God, the heads of the unmindful
may be cleared, that they may perceive these sweet savours
which blow from secret rosebeds of the spirit.

O ye friends of God! True friends are even as skilled physicians,
and the Teachings of God are as healing balm, a medicine for
the conscience of man. They clear the head, so that a man
can breathe them in and delight in their sweet fragrance. They
waken those who sleep. They bring awareness to the unheeding,
and a portion to the outcast, and to the hopeless, hope.

If in this day a soul shall act according to the precepts and
the counsels of God, he will serve as a divine physician to
mankind, and like the trump of Israfil, he will call the dead of
this contingent world to life; for the confirmations of the Abha
Realm are never interrupted, and such a virtuous soul hath,
to befriend him, the unfailing help of the Company on high.
Thus shall a sorry gnat become an eagle in the fulness of his
strength, and a feeble sparrow change to a royal falcon in the
heights of ancient glory.

Wherefore, look not on the degree of your capacity, ask not
if you are worthy of the task: rest ye your hopes on the help
and loving-kindness, the favours and bestowals of Baha’u’llah
— may my soul be offered up for His friends! Urge on the steed
of high endeavour over the field of sacrifice, and carry away
from this wide arena the prize of divine grace.
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O ye handmaids of the merciful Lord! How many queens of this

world laid down their heads on a pillow of dust and disappeared.

No fruit was left of them, no trace, no sign, not even their
names. For them, no more granting of bestowals; for them, no
more living at all. Not so the handmaids who ministered at the
Threshold of God; these have shone forth like glittering stars
in the skies of ancient glory, shedding their splendours across
all the reaches of time. These have fulfilled their dearest hopes
in the Abha Paradise; they have tasted the honey of reunion in
the congregation of the Lord. Such souls as these profited from
their existence here on earth: they plucked the fruit of life. As
for the rest, ‘There surely came upon them a time when they
were a thing not spoken of!

O ye lovers of this wronged one! Cleanse ye your eyes, so
that ye behold no man as different from yourselves. See ye
no strangers; rather see all men as friends, for love and unity
come hard when ye fix your gaze on otherness. And in this
new and wondrous age, the Holy Writings say that we must be
at one with every people; that we must see neither harshness
nor injustice, neither malevolence, nor hostility, nor hate, but
rather turn our eyes toward the heaven of ancient glory. For
each of the creatures is a sign of God, and it was by the grace
of the Lord and His power that each did step into the world;
therefore they are not strangers, but in the family; not aliens,
but friends, and to be treated as such.

Wherefore must the loved ones of God associate in affectionate
fellowship with stranger and friend alike, showing forth to all
the utmost loving-kindness, disregarding the degree of their
capacity, never asking whether they deserve to be loved. In

every instance let the friends be considerate and infinitely kind.

Let them never be defeated by the malice of the people, by their
aggression and their hate, no matter how intense. If others hurl
their darts against you, offer them milk and honey in return; if
they poison your lives, sweeten their souls; if they injure you,
teach them how to be comforted; if they inflict a wound upon
you, be a balm to their sores; if they sting you, hold to their
lips a refreshing cup.

O God, my God! These are Thy feeble servants; they are
Thy loyal bondsmen and Thy handmaidens, who have bowed
themselves down before Thine exalted Utterance and humbled
themselves at Thy Threshold of light, and borne witness to
Thy oneness through which the Sun hath been made to shine
in midday splendour. They have listened to the summons Thou
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didst raise from out Thy hidden Realm, and with hearts quiv-
ering with love and rapture, they have responded to Thy call.

O Lord, shower upon them all the outpourings of Thy mercy,
rain down upon them all the waters of Thy grace. Make them
to grow as beauteous plants in the garden of heaven, and from
the full and brimming clouds of Thy bestowals and out of the
deep pools of Thine abounding grace make Thou this garden
to flower and keep it ever green and lustrous, ever fresh and
shimmering and fair.

Thou art verily the Mighty, the Exalted, the Powerful, He Who
alone, in the heavens and on the earth, abideth unchanged.
There is none other God save Thee, the Lord of manifest tokens
and signs.
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To: Peeke, Margaret B et al.
Date: 1908 or <

O thou that virtuous soul and individual who art ready for the
confirmation of the Holy Spirit!

I, with the utmost clemency, have read thy brilliant letter
which showeth thine advancement toward the Kingdom of God
and the excessive preparation for the effulgence of the lights of
God and the greatest tendency for the baptism of the Spirit of
God and thy pleasure at the glad-tidings of God, thine attrac-
tion by the fragrance of God and thy gladness in the love of
God. May God strengthen thee so thou mayest come nearer
to God, to separate thyself from aught else save Him and to
assist thee in spreading His lights and uttering the abundance
of His mysteries, to perfume thy nostrils with the fragrance of
His holiness and to prepare for thee the heavenly table, that
thou mayest taste the delight of His loving-kindness.

I now assure thee, O servant of God, that, if thy mind become
empty and pure from every mention and thought and thy heart
attracted wholly to the Kingdom of God, forget all else besides
God and come in communion with the Spirit of God, then the
Holy Spirit will assist thee with a power which will enable thee
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to penetrate all things, and a Dazzling Spark which enlightens
all sides, a Brilliant Flame in the zenith of the heavens, will
teach thee that which thou dost not know of the facts of the
universe and of the divine doctrine. Verily, I say unto thee,
every soul which ariseth today to guide others to the path of
safety and infuse in them the Spirit of Life, the Holy Spirit will
inspire that soul with evidences, proofs and facts and the lights
will shine upon it from the Kingdom of God. Do not forget
what I have conveyed unto thee from the breath of the Spirit.
Verily, it is the shining morning and the rosy dawn which will
impart unto thee the lights, reveal the mysteries and make
thee competent in science, and through it the pictures of the
Supreme World will be printed in thy heart and facts of the
secrets of the Kingdom of God will shine before thee.

Christ said—glory be to Him!—“Many are called but few chosen.”
Thank thou thy Lord for He hath made thee of the chosen. By
my life! verily, this is a station which God giveth to whomso-
ever He pleaseth. Know its value and appreciate it according
to its desserts! Arise with all thy power to answer [i.e., to
perform] all that is necessary to obtain this grace and bounty
and be strengthened in all circumstances and conditions of this
existence.

How many noble-minded women, who were the queens of all
provinces and countries, have died and passed away and thou
no longer hearest any many mention of them; but every ser-
vant of the servants of the Merciful, who were in the past
decades and centuries, owing to their bright faces illumined
by the lights of truth and knowledge, their stars shine until
today in the horizon of the highest and their rays dazzle in the
mirrors of the world and their fame is divulged in the Supreme
World and their sanctification spread in the Kingdom of God;
and if-God forbid!-the foot of man deviate as did that of Ju-
das, so that he became human after he was divine and sold the
blood of Christ for a small and trifling sum—verily, there is in
that a great lesson to the people of understanding!

Although I am far away from thee in body, still I am near unto
thee in spirit. But I ask God that the body will follow the
spirit and our meeting will be facilitated. The most essential
thing is the spiritual relation, the hearty friendship and the
heavenly attraction. Thou must accomplish this.

TAB.706-708, BWF.369-369x, BSC.468 #876x, SW_ v07#10 p.098-099
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To: Margaret B Peeke, in Ohio
Date: 1908 or <

O handmaiden of God, respected Mrs. Margaret Peeke:

O heavenly gem and luminous leaf! I have read your letter
speaking of your orientation toward God, your being stirred
by the divine breeze, your attraction to the Spirit of God, and
your discovery of the mystery of existence and the image of
the Lord of Hosts. This indicates that the doors of spiritual
disclosure will be opened to you and the Spirit of Truth will
confirm you with clear signs.

As for your vision of this servant in your prayer, this is evidence
of spiritual nearness, spiritual unity, and mystical impression.
At all times I implore the divine Kingdom to make your heart
a pure, delicate, polished mirror facing the Abha Kingdom so
that the images of the Supreme Concourse may be reflected
in it. This is the meaning of the verse in the Torah “Let us
create man in our image, after our likeness.” The repetition of
the vision indicates that the seeing will be both spiritual and
physical.

As for separation and union, parting and meeting - these are
physical conditions. The spirit is sanctified above proxim-
ity and distance, connection and disconnection - these are at-
tributes of bodies and requirements of elemental realities. The
spirit remains ever in its center of transcendence and eleva-
tion, like the sun constantly fixed in its orbit. Its absence and
presence relate to the purity of the receiving place and the re-
finement of the body facing it. As soon as the facing surface is
polished, the lights of the sun appear in it, and as soon as the
surface becomes dense, its lights disappear from it. Thus we
know that nearness and distance refer to purity and refinement
versus rust, turbidity and density.

5 Through the purity of hearts, God willing, we are continuously
in the gathering of unity and constantly in the spiritual, heav-
enly sanctuary - worshipping, prostrating before God, bowing,
united through holy fragrances, attracted by the magnet of
God’s love, and grateful for this great bounty and clear tri-
umph. As for physical meeting, we ask God to ordain it for us
in the best way.
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Know, O pure soul, when you detach from all save God and
free yourself from worldly affairs, the lights of the divine realm
and effulgences of the Sun of Reality from the horizon of might
will shine upon your heart. Then you will be filled with the
spirit of divine power and will act as you wish - this is the
established truth.

As for your desire to serve holy, spiritual souls - this is the best
of hopes and noblest of qualities. Blessed is one who is con-
firmed and successful in this during life as a means to eternal
life. Then you, O reality attracted to God, teach the Kingdom
of God through holy spirit breaths, for He will confirm you as
He confirmed holy souls in previous centuries.
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To: Margaret Peeke
Date: 1908 or <

O thou candle of the Love of God!

What thou hast written was considered. The contents were
spiritual and the sentiments merciful. Praise be to God! that
thou art attracted to the Beauty of ABHA and severed from
the world. Thy face hast glowed like unto fire and thou hast
consumed the veils of superstitions. Thou hast opened thine
eyes to the Sun of Truth and inhaled the fragrant odor from the
garment of the divine Joseph. Thy mission now is this: Travel
as much as possible to different parts of America, pass through
cities and villages (or towns), guide all to the Beauty of ABHA
and raise the call of the Kingdom and say: “O greatest of glad-
tidings, for the Sun of Truth of the Beauty of ABHA hath
dawned from the horizon of the contingent world and illumined
the regions of with the lights of the mightiest guidance! The
reality of the Pentateuch and the Gospel have become manifest
and the mysteries of the heavenly Books have appeared! Now
is the age of the Merciful One and the time of joy and gladness!
O ye heedless one, be ye conscious! O ye sleepers, be ye awake!
O ye blind ones, see! O ye deaf ones, hear! O ye dumb ones,
speak! O ye dead ones, be quickened! O ye destitute ones,
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receive a portion and share! It is the irradiation of the Merciful
One and the moving of the boundless sea! It is the bounty of
the wonderful springtime and the downpour of the rain of the
gift of the Great Lord!” This is thy mission.

Send greeting to the maid-servant of God, Miss ..., and say:
“As the love of God hath the utmost penetration in thy heart,
the ring-stone bearing the strong wine, for capacity is great
and the power of the wine is intense. Therefore, there wilt not
remain any power or resistance.”

Looking upon the picture which thou hast sent caused great
delight, joy and fragrance. God willing, thine actual picture
(or form) will also become present (here).

When thou wert present at Acca, the seeds of the love of God
were sown in thy heart, through the power of the Spirit. At
that time they were not so much manifest. Now that pure
seed is growing more verdant and refreshed, day by day, and
becometh more manifest. This is why thou findest thyself pos-
sessing more and more spiritual sentiments.

TAB.718-719

AB12045

To: Unknown, in Washington, DC
Date: 1908 ca.

The friends of God and the handmaids of the All-Merciful
should know that in every movement of ‘Abduil-Baha, in ev-
ery word He uttereth, there lieth a great wisdom. If what He
doeth appeareth to be strange, this is because the wisdom is
not known to the friends.

BRL__ATE#066
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To: Rafsanjani, Mirza Ali Akbar et al.,
Date: 1908 ca.

in Tihran

O two nightingales of the rosebush of inner meanings! Ob-
serve the infinite favors of the All-Merciful Lord, Who has il-
lumined those two lamps with the Greatest Light of Guidance
and blessed those two dawn-birds in the rose garden of favors
with the most wondrous melodies, that you may, with spiritual
songs upon the branch of the divine rose, explain realities and
meanings and unveil spiritual mysteries.

You have wandered through towns and wilderness in the path
of the Ancient Beauty and roamed through regions and lands.
Whatever buried town you reach, make it prosperous, and
whatever ash-heap you pass by, transform it into a rose gar-
den full of flowers and sweet basil. Like the spring rain clouds,
shower the April rain’s bounty upon every region and land.
Open the tongue of teaching and praise the Beloved of all hori-
zons. Set forth proofs and evidences, and make manifest the
mysteries of expression and explanation. Would that I were
with you, that I might achieve a great achievement!

The effect of Taraz’s pen caused the attainment of humility and
supplication, and with utmost submissiveness I entreated and
implored at the threshold of the Loving Lord, and sought for
you the confirmation of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Indeed
you are deserving, for wherever you passed through, the signs
of the friends’ attraction and the guidance of seekers became
evident and manifest. Blessed are you, and excellent is your
destiny! Bravo, bravo to you, O companions! Blessed be you,
O guides of the parties! How I long for you in the depths of
nights and the early dawns, and I beseech my Lord to make
you two brilliant, radiant stars, confirmed with the light of
guidance in all horizons.

From the glad tidings in the writings of those two shining ser-
vants of the Blessed Beauty, hearts found joy and souls at-
tained happiness. Praise be to God that in this journey you
are confirmed and assisted, and all the friends offer utmost
praise and thanks for your conditions, character, manner and
words. You made Abadih prosperous, and in Himmatabad you
expended effort, and in Vazirabad you raised the divine call,
and in other places you became brilliant stars, and you gave
glad tidings of the joy, attraction, enthusiasm and happiness
of the divine friends. Those souls who have newly accepted
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through the effort of those friends and have hearkened to the
Word of God will surely become near ones at the divine thresh-
old.

The intention that His Honor Aga Husayn Khan has made
in Himmatabad and the desirable land that he has purchased
for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar - this service will be accepted in
the Kingdom of Oneness like the pure blood of martyrs. We
beseech from the grace of the Lord of Bounty and Generosity
that the guest house may soon become prosperous and the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar become an impregnable structure. I am so
pleased and happy with that kind friend that I cannot express
it in speech or writing, for the matter of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
has countless importance. It is a divine foundation and the
edifice of the Merciful’s monastery.

i O Lord! Assist the captive of Thy love, Ali Qabl-i-Akbar, and

the ornament of the book of Thy knowledge, the descendant
of the most luminous Samandar, with all Thy heavenly confir-
mations, divine favors and merciful effects. Heal one of them
with a swift healing, and increase them both in health and
well-being through Thy grace and gift. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower, and verily Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Chosen One.
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AB01258

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1908

O stranger in the divine land! Your letter arrived and the
Persian book in Hebrew letters was noted. Indeed, it is as
you wrote - the teachers who came to Iran did not cause the
progress and civilization of the Israelites, but rather stripped
the youth of the adornment of faith and imbued them with
the opinions and thoughts of Voltaire and Darwin. Yet the
education of humans is through heavenly spring rain - if one
is deprived of spiritual knowledge and certitude, one is a wild
animal, even counted among the earthworms underground. A
teacher must be the cause of progress, not decline; the means of
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ascent, not descent; bestow illumination, not darkness. There-
fore, you must strive with heart and soul to make the Is-
raelites spiritual and to make the descendants of Abraham no-
ble through knowledge and wisdom, and engage in writing. If
the light of religion did not exist, this world would be a realm
of darkness, and if the spirit of life and guidance did not exist,
humanity would be imprisoned in the grave.

In any case, this is not the day for Israelites to occupy them-
selves with Voltaire’s doubts or Darwin’s skepticism and uncer-
tainty. Rather, in this illumined age and divine century they
must pursue the acquisition of divine truths and meanings, dis-
cover divine mysteries, raise the anthem of sanctification and
glorification, worship the One True God, proclaim the one-
ness of humanity, and promote universal brotherhood. They
must light a lamp whose radiance is eternal and plant a tree
whose fruits are everlasting, and with lute and psaltery and
the melody of David engage in praising and sanctifying the
Beloved Lord, supplicating:

“O Lord of Hosts! Show the Jewish people clear proof and
bring them to bow down and prostrate, that they may receive
light from the praiseworthy station. You are the Powerful, the
Mighty, and You are the Guide of every ignorant wanderer.”

Miss Stannard in a short time received divine counsels and ad-
vice, gained eloquent speech, and opened her tongue in proof.
God willing, as you wrote, the friends in that city are increas-
ing and ascending to the zenith of eternal glory. His honor
your brother Haji Yaqut is occupied with spreading the divine
fragrances in Iraq, treating the poor and tending to sick and
weak patients with utmost kindness. Convey my most eager
spiritual greetings to Dr. Edward Browne. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

ROL.( )59
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To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Natiq, in Isfahan
Date: 1908 ca.

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having kindled in the glass
of hearts the lamp of guidance, and for having illumined the
eyes through the splendor of lights and the witnessing of signs,
and for having quickened the hearts and spirits through the
fragrances of the garden of mysteries, and for having chosen the
righteous ones to exalt Thy Word throughout all regions, and
for having raised up souls of sanctified conscience, of goodly
inner nature, of penetrating vision, and without peer, to diffuse
the holy breaths and manifest the signs of fellowship among
Thy creatures.

And among them is this servant of Thine, whose insight Thou
hast illumined, whose inner nature Thou hast made goodly,
whose mind Thou hast sharpened, and whom Thou hast
guided to the wellspring of Thy guidance amidst humanity.
The Kawthar of meanings has overflowed for him in praise of
Thee, in describing Thy beauty, and in remembering Thee
among Thy creation.

O Lord! Cause his tongue to speak with utterance, adorn his
heart with the verses of exposition, and make his breaths to
be confirmed by the breath of the All-Merciful, that he may
loose his tongue in the field of divine knowledge, and scatter
arranged pearls and string scattered pearls in odes, praises
and attributes in praise of Thee every evening and morn. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Confirmer of whomsoever Thou willest in
whatsoever Thou willest in the world of creation, over every
praiseworthy matter. There is no God but Thee, the Lord, the
Generous, the Mighty, the Forgiving.

O peerless Speaker! Praise be to God that thou art a lofty palm
tree in the garden of divine knowledge and a brilliant star in
the horizon of exposition. In the Sinai of manifestation thou
didst say “Lord, show me” and didst witness the effulgence of
light and the flame of the Mount. From the blessed valley thou
didst hear the call of Him Who conversed on the Mount.

5 Therefore, loose thy tongue and show forth the power of thy
heart, and wander in the paradise of divine knowledge pos-
sessed of fruit and fragrance, and like the birds of holiness
upon the branches of the Tree of Paradise, with most wonder-
ful melodies engage in attributes and descriptions of the All-
Merciful. Make mention of the Ancient Beauty and describe
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the Most Great Name. Offer praise to the Court of Oneness
that bestowed a new garment upon the world and granted the
adornment of the placeless realm to the realm of contingency.
And when thou dost praise the Divine Lote-Tree, we too are
beneath its shade and encompassed by endless favors. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03396

To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan
Date: 1908 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and from its contents the passing of the late Ziya became
known. This caused grief and sorrow. However, convey my
respectful greetings to the widow of the late Shaykh and the
handmaiden of God Maryam Sultan and tell them that in these
days if someone who is firm and steadfast in the Covenant has-
tens from this world to the next world, it is the greatest divine
bounty, for during times of tests and trials a good end is the
opening of divine favors.

Therefore do not be sorrowful, but rather fix your hearts on
divine bounties and seek infinite outpourings of forgiveness and
pardon. I too will pray with utmost supplication and humility
for forgiveness for Ziya. Be confident in divine grace and do
not grieve and lament. “Verily, those who are patient will be
given their reward without measure.”

And convey to Aqa Muhammad Javad and Aqa Muhammad
Rahim the Most Glorious Greetings from this yearning one.
I am deeply affected by the hardships they have endured in
the path of God, but if they were expelled twice, we were
exiled four times. You have followed the example of the Blessed
Beauty - this is cause for thankfulness that you have been
blessed with such divine bounty and heavenly gift.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11874

To: Frederick James Woodward, in Washington, DC
Date: 1908 ca.

Thy letter and the two plans for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar were
received. Both plans were reviewed, and cheered the hearts.
The loved ones and handmaids of God engaged, each and every
one, in speaking thy praise. Thou shouldst, however, consult
with the members of the Spiritual Assembly concerning the
form and design of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, in order that ye
may reach a decision together. All matters must be made a
means of unity and concord, so that fellowship and harmony
among the beloved of God might increase as day followeth day.

Now, this matter of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar must itself be im-
plemented in such a manner as to foster unity and concord
among the friends. That is to say, ye should first consult to-
gether, and thereafter devise a plan. If ye follow these steps,
divine confirmations shall continuously be vouchsafed unto you.

The friends in ‘Ishqabad made the raising up of the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar the means of creating perfect fellowship. With the
utmost love and sincerity, they elected a committee, and that
committee attended to establishing, organizing, arranging, and
designing the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. Divine confirmations were
vouchsafed day after day, and—praised be God!—it was con-
structed in great soundness and majesty.

BRL_MASHRIQ#20
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AB04136

To: Baha’is of Rasht
Date: 1908 ca.

O ye kind friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! If ye only knew in what
a state and with what exhilaration and happiness I write this
letter ye would undoubtedly soar with the wings of joy and
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great gladness! Ye would consort with one another in a state
of heavenly bliss and divine delight.

For even though tribulations and calamities surge wave after
wave from moment to moment yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha is very happy.
Follow the example of this wronged one and see these calami-
ties as bounties, realise these hardships are the greatest of com-
forts for they are all met in the path of the Lord of grandeur.

Rest not for a single moment nor pause to take a breath, but
be afire, rather, and as radiant as a dazzling light. This is a
true bounty of God. The days of our life shall pass away and
this ephemeral existence will come to an end; the lamp of the
physical life will be extinguished but if this same flame were
to burn in the gatherings of the spirit, instead of being utterly
wasted it would attain unto eternity and blaze everlastingly.
Engage yourselves in what befitteth you, therefore.

This imprisoned one is always waiting for the coming of good
news, always waiting for signs of the true happiness of the
friends, always eager to know that they are attracted to the
holy fragrances and engaged in the guidance of people. When
such glad tidings reach me all my sorrows and calamities are
instantly transformed to joy and happiness.
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Natiq
Date: 1908 ca.

O Lord, Lord! I thank Thee with a tongue speaking Thy praise,
a heart firm in Thy Covenant, and a spirit anticipating the ful-
fillment of Thy promise, for having created a pure and radiant
reality, a pleasing and well-favored essence, and made him a
sign of mercy among creation and a lamp of guidance, kindled
and shining with the light of knowledge among the people of
the world.

Lord, Lord! Breathe into his spirit the breath of the All-
Merciful, loose his tongue in the field of remembrance and
utterance, inspire him with the verses of guidance among hu-
manity, illuminate through him the inner visions, bring joy to
watchful eyes through him, make sweet the thoughts through
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him, purify the consciences through him, and adorn the inmost
hearts through him, so that he may guide the people of error
to the path of truth, lead the parched and thirsty to the sweet
waters, and perfume the nostrils of the people of enlightenment
with a sweet fragrance from the verdant garden and luxuriant
grove.

Verily Thou art the Generous Giver, the Sustainer of those
possessed of understanding. There is no God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Bestower.
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To: Samandari, Tarazullah et al., in Bushihr
Date: 1908 ca.

O two heralds of truth! Praise be to God that with the ut-
most effort and endeavor you have arisen to teach God’s Cause
throughout all of Iran and have become the cause of joy and
gladness to the divine friends. You have raised the call of truth
and made the fame of God’s Cause reach the ears of both the
lowly and noble. You became the cause of life for countless
souls and the source of happiness and glad-tidings for a mighty
throng.

You served the threshold of the One with utmost sincerity and
guarded the divine court with complete truthfulness. I hope
that through the grace and bounty of the Lord you will attain
comprehensive results and witness the unlimited rewards of
this service in the Abha Kingdom.

After you have traveled through the ports of Shiraz and
brought the friends into a state of joy and delight, and taught
receptive souls, return to the desired land so that we too may
be blessed by meeting with you. And upon you both be the
most glorious Glory.
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ABO05689

ABO05516

To: Bibi Zayni et al.,
Date: 1908 ca.

in Yazd

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! In former times, if one of
the distinguished ladies became the recipient of the favor of a
servant among servants, she would raise the cry of “O what
joy! O what delight! O what gladness! O what bliss!” and
would count it a great victory.

Now, praise be to God that those illumined leaves are the mani-
festations of the favors of the Divine Unity and are drawn nigh
to the court of the Blessed Beauty. Therefore, it behooveth
them to raise their heads to the stars and to be exalted to the
zenith of eternal glory, to strike up a wondrous melody and to
play upon the harp and lute, and in gratitude for the bounty
of the peerless Lord to become harmonious companions.

Let them raise such a cry of joy that stone and tree and clod
will be stirred to motion and trembling, for the outpourings of
the Most Great Name are all-encompassing and the favors of
the Ancient Beauty are unfailing in this mighty century.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05689

To: Bibi Rawhani (Bushruyih)
Date: 1908 ca.

O spiritual one of God and luminous one of creation! Think
not that forgetfulness could ever befall this Prisoner. I cannot
forget for a moment, nor fall silent, nor be deprived of excite-
ment and fervor - especially forgetting that luminous leaf, for
in the Day of the dawning of the Manifestation of the favors of
the Lord of the horizons she was, and today she remains firm
in the Covenant.

The mention of friends brings solace to the heart, and remem-
brance of the handmaidens of the Merciful removes the effect

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

§ e 0 36 Gls s G Sl o
d}ﬁ\j 2D ssf RIEY) j\aﬂ\ sl Ol
Far s G s S Gl Ly S
o5 255 O 0Ld (ol o oot oy 2
35 GV oy Sl ghin G131 py 55 L)

Bl b el
E) QL?U ;—L\ J\ij Mb}bﬁ)ﬁt’ &.«3 p
f\ow&\am\)%ﬁﬁww

201


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/ybn.pdf#page=76

Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other) AB06266

of the oppression and tyranny of the rebellious ones. If they
inflict wounds, the remembrance of loved ones is a balm, and
if they cause hearts to ache, the mention of friends is the very
remedy.

I beseech God that this heart’s attachment become clear and
manifest, that the secrets of hearts be revealed, that the cup
of love overflow and pour forth such abundance that it may
satisfy all. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Afnan, Habibullah et al.
Date: 1908 ca.

O branches and leaves of the divine goodly Tree! Praise be to
God that that young plant of the garden of sanctification and
those two blessed leaves are, as they should be, holding fast to
the sacred Tree and day by day grow and develop and increase
in freshness, verdancy and grace. From the drops of the cloud
of grace and the heat of the Sun of Truth and the wafting of
the breeze of bounty, there is firm hope that as they should,
they will grow and develop in the Most Glorious Paradise and
acquire boundless grace until like the sun it becomes clear and
evident that these branches and leaves have grown from the
divine Lote Tree. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07574

AB06610

To: Three Brothers of Mirza Taqi Khan Nazim, in Babul
Date: 1908 ca.

...O Lord! These brothers are loving, companions and friends.
They seek Your face, tread Your path, speak Your mysteries.
Grant them stability, bestow praise, confirm them, reveal the
verses of unity, make them honored, make them ecstatic, illu-
mine them, make them lamps of the gathering. You are the
Powerful and Mighty. Verily You are the Generous, the Most
High.

3 b e Oyl ol )l?.:)}j’ sl
s S 50l dn 5ol d 5 (5sy Olad
s g O o b g pd g oSE
slerl e o5 oA L Sl o5 e
e il SV by ke a5 & o2

Jlacl|

MMEKD5#289 p.216x

AB07574

To: Susan I Moody
Date: 1908 ca.

O thou who art attracted to the kingdom of God! Thou wert
as a lamp unlit and darkened and thou dost beam now with
illumination. Thou wert silent, and but now thou dist speak
thou wert endowed with vision, with hearing, with life and
ever-more abundant life.

In this day should anyone unloose his tongue to teach the Faith
of God and spread abroad its fragrances, the Holy Spirit shall
undoubtedly assist him. He shall be able to withstand all the
forces of the world for he will rise up through the power of the
Kingdom and no material power can withstand that mighty
force.

The power of God is always victorious over all things. That is
why thou seest that though the disciples of Christ were weak
and fragile and though to outward seeming they appeared to be
crushed and conquered by the oppression of the princes of their
times but at the last their Cause achieved total sovereignty and
victory over the world. The entire world was brought beneath
their shadow.

TAB.508
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AB08382

AB11965

To: Rawhani Milani, Ruhullah et al.
Date: 1908 ca.

O relatives of that spiritual friend! I beseech God that you
may become peerless saplings in the garden of the Kingdom
and incomparable fragrant flowers in the meadows of oneness,
that you may be nurtured by the bounty of the cloud of grace
and seek endless freshness and delicacy through the dew of the
ocean of mercy, that you may grow and develop in this stream
of bounty and attain unlimited grace. May you be spiritual
offspring of that kind father and children of the heart and soul
of that one near to the threshold of God. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB08382

To: Dawlat
Date: 1908 ca.

O Lord, O Forgiver! The servant of Thy threshold, Ardeshir
Jamshid, sought refuge at Thy court. He left the world of

nothingness and hastened to the life-bestowing realm of being.

He showed forth utter humility and supplication, and offered
fervent entreaties. He sought forgiveness of sins and infinite
pardon.

O Kind Bestower! Cast a ray from the Sun of Forgiveness
upon his spirit and soul, and immerse him in the ocean of Thy
pardoning grace. As Thou hast purified him from clay and
water, grant him therefore freedom, bestow eternal life, and
confer endless tranquility. Thou art the All-Forgiving, and
Thou art the Bestower, the Kind One.
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AB02065

AB12701

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1908 ca.

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The sister and mother of his honor
Aqa Siyyid Mahdi have ascended to the eternal realm. They
had some water rights in Nayriz which they left to this servant.
T accepted it and bestowed it upon his honor Aqa Siyyid Mahdi,
as he truly has many dependents and is in distress. You should
write directly to him about this matter. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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The meaning of the dream I dreamt is now clear and evident.
Please God this dynamite will not explode.
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AB02065

To: Kuchak Alizadih Qadimi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1908

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was perused. It brought
glad tidings of the spirit and joy of the friends and their firm-
ness in the Covenant and Testament and their attraction to
the fragrances of the All-Merciful. Reading the letter brought
happiness to this prisoner.

2 You had expressed boundless grief and regret over the trials

and tribulations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, yet this is not tribulation -
it is a gift. This is not a prison - it is a palace. This is not
the depths of a well - it is the height of the moon. This is
not confinement - it is a rose garden. The more the afflictions
and trials increase, the more the joy and happiness of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s heart grows. Fire is water, deadly poison is cool drink,
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ABO07535

wounds are balm, pain is remedy, death is life, and killing is
salvation.

Therefore the loved ones must engage, with utmost steadfast-
ness and firmness, in diffusing the divine fragrances, chanting
verses, reciting words, presenting conclusive proofs, establish-
ing clear evidences, and experiencing joy and gladness. Every
event that occurs in the Holy Land is pure bounty and sheer
blessing. Therefore never become dispirited by these events,
do not be saddened.

Praise be to God, the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty has
granted His servants such a station and position that they are
in an impregnable fortress, protected and preserved amongst
all peoples. If all who are on earth should rise up and strive and
attack with arrows and spears, they can do no harm, for these
souls are encompassed by such favors that their abasement is
the essence of glory, their tribulation is the greatest gift, their
cursing and execration is praise in every gathering, their im-
prisonment is freedom, their sorrow is joy, their death is life
and their passing is existence. In such circumstances, who can
inflict harm? God forbid! In both worlds they have happiness
and success, purity and freedom, spirit and fragrance, and end-
less bounty and favor.
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ABO07535
To: Karbala’i Dadash son of Karbala’i Ibrahim Miyanduabi, in Bunab
Date: 1908
O sincere lover! Be a rising star, a brilliant lamp, a shining , al g LBl ré Gsbe u; &!

planet, and a lofty palm tree. Do not consider it remote from
the grace and gift of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for His loved ones. He confirms whomsoever He
wishes and strengthens whomsoever He wishes and illumines
whomsoever He wishes. Verily He has power over all things. A
gnat whom Thou causest to fly becomes an eagle. Give thanks
to God that thou hast drunk the cup of guidance from the hand
of the Cup-bearer of grace, and hast attained thy goal, and hast
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witnessed manifest signs, and hast flown to the branches of the (g3l Cwdz § ol &3y Jo oy 5
All-Merciful. Now is the time to arise in service, cast aside the ol Lo S8 5 ol rLa ) fos
veil of idle fancies, and accomplish a world’s work.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. W%Y\ SISy 2
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Study guide to this volume

The second half of 1908 is one of the most historically charged moments in the entire Baha’i
corpus. In August 1908 the Young Turk revolution forced the Ottoman government to restore
the constitution and release all political prisoners, including ‘Abdu’l-Bahd Himself, who had been
confined in ‘Akkd for more than forty years. The letters and utterances of this half-year move from
the language of prison and restriction toward the language of liberation, gratitude, and renewed
purpose. At the same time, the volume contains one of the most intellectually substantial documents
in the collection — the Lawh-i-Du-Nida-yi-Falah va Najah (Tablet of Two Calls to Success and
Prosperity), which offers a comprehensive philosophy of civilization. The volume also includes a
remarkable confession about the spiritual meaning of imprisonment, a number of intensely personal
prayers for the departed, and a body of counsel on obedience, sacrifice, and the discipline of non-
political engagement during Iran’s continuing constitutional upheaval.

The Two Calls: Material Civilization and Divine Guidance

Key Passages

The one is the call of civilization, of the progress of the material world. This pertaineth
to the world of phenomena, promoteth the principles of material achievement, and
is the trainer for the physical accomplishments of mankind. It compriseth the laws,
regulations, arts and sciences through which the world of humanity hath developed...
The propagator and executive power of this call is just government. — AB00022

However, until material achievements, physical accomplishments and human virtues are
reinforced by spiritual perfections, luminous qualities and characteristics of mercy, no
fruit or result shall issue therefrom, nor will the happiness of the world of humanity,
which is the ultimate aim, be attained. For although, on the one hand, material achieve-
ments and the development of the physical world produce prosperity, which exquisitely
manifests its intended aims, on the other hand dangers, severe calamities and violent
afflictions are imminent... the most advanced and civilized countries of the world have
been turned into arsenals of explosives, and the continents of the globe have been trans-
formed into huge camps and battlefields. —
AB00022

Consider the flowers of a garden: though differing in kind, color, form and shape, yet,
inasmuch as they are refreshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of
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one wind, invigorated by the rays of one sun, this diversity increaseth their charm, and
addeth unto their beauty. Thus when that unifying force, the penetrating influence
of the Word of God, taketh effect, the difference of customs, manners, habits, ideas,
opinions and dispositions embellisheth the world of humanity. — AB00022

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Du-Nida is among the most ambitious social treatises composed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahé. Its
organizing distinction between the two calls — the civilizational call of material progress and the
spiritual call of divine guidance — refuses both a naive progressivism (which imagines that scientific
and material development will by themselves produce human flourishing) and a naive spiritualism
(which imagines that inner transformation requires no engagement with the material conditions
of life). The critique of material civilization without divine guidance is prescient: writing in 1908,
‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes advanced civilized nations transforming themselves into arsenals — precisely
the process that would produce the Great War six years later. The metaphysics underlying the
critique draws on the principle of composition and decomposition: attraction and unity produce life;
repulsion and division produce death. This principle is then applied at every scale, from chemical
elements to human societies to the community of nations. The garden metaphor of diversity within
unity — flowers of different kinds all nourished by the same spring — is one of the most quoted
passages in Baha’i literature and one of the most philosophically precise: it affirms that genuine
diversity is an aesthetic and spiritual enrichment, while insisting that this enrichment requires a
unifying force (the Word of God) to prevent diversity from collapsing into conflict. Comparable
arguments appear in John Stuart Mill’s defense of individual diversity in On Liberty, in Isaiah
Berlin’s concept of value pluralism, and in the liberal internationalist tradition; but these secular
versions lack the ontological grounding that ‘Abdu’l-Bahé supplies when he identifies the unifying
force as divine in origin rather than merely rational or procedural.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Lawh-i-Du-Nida argues that material civilization, separated from divine guidance, turns
its greatest achievements into instruments of destruction. How does this argument engage
with the tradition of critique that runs from Rousseau’s Discourse on the Sciences and Arts
through Weber’s “iron cage” of rationalization to contemporary critiques of technological
capitalism?

2. The metaphysics of composition and decomposition underlying the treatise implies that the
same physical principles governing chemical reactions also govern social and political life. How
does this unified account of natural and social order compare with Aristotelian teleology, with
Stoic logos spermatikos, and with modern systems theory?

3. The garden image suggests that diversity becomes beautiful when all elements share a com-
mon nourishing source. What would it look like, institutionally, for a pluralistic society
to cultivate genuine diversity while maintaining the “unifying force” that prevents it from
becoming fragmentation?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd identifies “just government” as the propagator of the first call (material civiliza-
tion). What does this claim imply about the Bahd’i understanding of the proper scope and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 210



Vol. 140: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1908, part IT (Aug-Dec and other) Appendix

authority of civil government, and how does it relate to the political philosophies of Locke,
Montesquieu, and Rawls?

5. The treatise was written in 1908, six years before the First World War. In what ways does
reading it in historical context illuminate both the prescience of its warnings and the contin-
uing relevance of its prescriptions for the twenty-first century?

“I Was, Am, and Always Will Be, Free”: Spiritual Liberty Within
Physical Imprisonment

Key Passages

Concerning My freedom: I was, am, and always will be, free. No one can take away My
freedom. My freedom comes from the Beauty of Abh4 and no one is able to encroach
upon it. Should all the forces of the world unite, they could not overwhelm Me, for
I am free, and above all the restrictions, chains and ties of attachment to this world.
However, from a physical standpoint, it is My hope that under all circumstances I may
become incarcerated and imprisoned in the Path of His Highness, the Merciful; nay,
rather be bound with fetters. My ultimate desire is to find Myself upon the cross. This
is glory and peace. — AB03460

You had expressed boundless grief and regret over the trials and tribulations of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4, yet this is not tribulation — it is a gift. This is not a prison — it is a palace.
This is not the depths of a well — it is the height of the moon. This is not confinement
— it is a rose garden. The more the afflictions and trials increase, the more the joy
and happiness of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s heart grows. Fire is water, deadly poison is cool drink,
wounds are balm, pain is remedy, death is life, and killing is salvation. — ABO02065

At a time when friend and stranger, acquaintance and foreigner were in despair and
afflicted with hopelessness, suddenly the lights of divine confirmation shone forth and
scattered and dispersed the clouds of the darkness of oppression... This is divine power,
this is the force of the All-Merciful, this is the penetrating influence of the Word of God,
and this is the effect of God’s glad-tidings. In the past year, at the height of tribulation
and the blocking of the way, it was written to various regions: “This time more bitter
than poison shall pass; once again time shall come sweet as sugar.” — ABO00810

Context for Study

The three passages of this section constitute a coherent theology of interior freedom that reaches
its historical culmination in the release of 1908. AB03460, written while the prison was still intact,
makes the philosophical claim central: freedom is a property of the relationship with the divine
reality, and this relationship is, by its nature, inaccessible to any external power. The aspiration
to the cross, to fetters, to imprisonment is the natural consequence of this claim: if the external
condition cannot touch the inner freedom, then the external condition becomes indifferent, and the
desire for it is purified into a desire to suffer for love rather than in spite of it. AB02065 extends this
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logic into a systematic inversion of ordinary values: prison becomes palace, poison becomes cool
drink, killing becomes salvation. This is the language of genuine experiential transformation — the
kind reported by Christian martyrs in the arena, by Sufi masters under persecution, by the Bab at
His execution in Tabriz. The announcement of liberation in AB00810 is striking precisely because
of its tone: divine power has shattered the chains, but the narrative was always already written (“it
was written to various regions: This time more bitter than poison shall pass”). The Stoic tradition
offers one partial parallel: Epictetus, himself a freed slave, argued that the inner citadel of the will
cannot be captured by any external force. Marcus Aurelius practiced the same philosophy from
the opposite end of the social hierarchy. What is different in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account is the element
of active desire for the suffering: this is not Stoic equanimity but a love that seeks participation in
the form of sacrificial service.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes between His inner freedom, which is inviolable, and His physical
circumstances, which He actively desires to be those of imprisonment and even martyrdom.
How does this distinction engage with the classical philosophical debate between the Stoics
(who argued that the sage is always free) and the Cynics (who dramatized freedom by rejecting
all social convention)?

2. The list of paradoxes in AB02065 — “fire is water, deadly poison is cool drink, wounds are
balm, pain is remedy” — belongs to a mystical rhetoric that appears across traditions: in
Sufi poetry, in the language of the Psalmists, in Paul’s “power made perfect in weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9), and in Zen paradox. What is the epistemological and spiritual function of
this rhetoric?

3. ABO00810 describes the release from prison as divine power manifesting in the world: “the
hand of power emerged from the sleeve of might.” How does this interpretation of a political
event (the Young Turk revolution) as divine intervention sit alongside the Bahd’i principle of
non-involvement in politics?

4. The passage written in advance — “this time more bitter than poison shall pass; once again
time shall come sweet as sugar” — implies a kind of prophetic foreknowledge of one’s own
liberation. What is the status of such foreknowledge in Bah&’i theology, and how does it
compare with biblical prophetic foresight, with the Islamic concept of ‘ilm al-ghayb (knowledge
of the unseen), and with the Stoic concept of pronoia (divine providence)?

5. What might the experience of genuine interior freedom — freedom from attachment, fear, and
the need for external validation — look like for an ordinary practitioner? What disciplines of
the heart and mind does ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa’s example suggest would cultivate such freedom?

Tests as Refinement: Gold, Examination, and the Path of Truth

Key Passages

However, to the weak among the believers, trials are a test and tribulation, for due to
their weak faith and assurance, they fall into severe testing. But to those souls who
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are firm and steadfast, even the severest test is the greatest of gifts. Observe how
examination in sciences and arts is a grave calamity for the idle and ignorant pupil,
while for the clever and knowledgeable student, it is a source of honor and endless joy.
For base metal, the test of fire causes blackening, while for pure gold, the intensity of
the flame brings forth beauty and brilliance. — ABO00075

The purpose is that in the path of truth, every difficulty is easy and every trial is a
matchless gift. Therefore, the friends of God and the handmaidens of the Merciful must
not flag in the face of any trial, nor consider any affliction as an excuse to fall short in
service. — ABO00075

O maidservant of God! Any soul that is freed from this ephemeral world — one should
celebrate with joy and gladness his freedom, not engage in sighs and lamentations. One
must cry and lament the life of this world, rather than the transfer to an eternal kingdom
and the attainment of everlasting life. Thus He says in the holy verse: “Yearn ye then
for death if you are men of truth.” — ABO03737

Context for Study

The metallurgical metaphor of AB00075 is one of the richest and most consistently deployed in
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s writings. Its logic is precise and non-consolatory: the test of fire does not help base
metal — it destroys it. But for gold, the same fire is refining. This means that the same objective
event — loss, persecution, illness, opposition — has a different effect depending on the interior
quality of the person who undergoes it. Trials do not automatically produce virtue; they reveal
and intensify what was already present. The examination metaphor carries the same structure: the
examination is a source of honor for the student who has genuinely prepared, and a catastrophe
for the one who has not. What makes this teaching distinctive is its refusal of sentimentalism: it
does not promise that trials will be short, or that divine protection will prevent them, or that the
community will always recognize virtue when they see it. AB03737 then extends the logic to the
boundary of death itself. The passage inverts the ordinary human reaction to bereavement: grief
should be reserved for the confined and limited life of this world, while release from it deserves
celebration. The Qur’anic verse cited — “Yearn ye then for death if you are men of truth” (Q62:6)
— is one of the most challenging in the Qur’an, directed as a taunt against those who claim faith
without its substance. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 cites it as a genuine aspiration. This is a statement about the
relative value of the two worlds: one who genuinely believes in the richness of the spiritual world
and the poverty of the material one will not cling to the latter when the time of release comes.

Questions for Reflection

1. The gold-and-base-metal metaphor implies that trials reveal and intensify pre-existing spiri-
tual quality rather than creating it from nothing. What does this imply about the importance
of spiritual formation before trials arrive — about the relationship between ordinary life and
the capacity to endure crisis?

2. The same trial functions as refinement for the spiritually prepared and as destruction for the
spiritually unprepared. How does this teaching navigate the pastoral challenge of speaking
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truthfully about difficulty to communities whose members are at very different stages of
spiritual development?

3. ABO03737 counsels that death should be met with celebration rather than lamentation, and
that the life of this world is what deserves to be lamented. How does this inversion compare
with the Platonic argument in the Phaedo that the philosopher’s life is a preparation for death,
with the Buddhist teaching on the preciousness of the human birth, and with the Christian
mystical tradition of contemptus mundi (disdain for the world)?

4. The Qur’anic verse “Yearn ye then for death if you are men of truth” is cited as a genuine
aspiration. What does it mean to develop a genuine longing for the spiritual world without
falling into either morbidity or a neglect of present responsibilities? What balance of attitudes
does this teaching require?

5. The counsel not to “consider any affliction as an excuse to fall short in service” is one of the
most demanding in the volume. What theory of moral agency underlies this demand, and
how does it relate to the disability rights tradition’s critique of ableist assumptions about
suffering, as well as to the ancient Stoic teaching that the good person’s goodness cannot be
taken from them by any external circumstance?

Non-Interference and the Politics of Sanctity

Key Passages

In any case, the friends must show perfect obedience and submission to the government.
They must not associate with any society at any time, nor harmonize with political
parties. They must not interfere in political matters whatsoever. Rather, they should
seek fellowship through holy fragrances and spend their time in spiritual attractions.
They should be the essence of sanctity and the spirit of detachment. They should
kindle the fire of the love of God and, with the flame of Sinai, burn away the veils of
hearts and vision. — AB01914

Today the loved ones of God must all arise with all their powers to diffuse the divine
fragrances and exalt the Word of God. They must sacrifice their transient days for
eternal life and expend their physical comfort in the path of spiritual glad-tidings. The
days are passing and life in this world is without benefit or fruit unless one sacrifices
life and head in the Most Great Cause and ultimately raises the banner of sacrifice in
the altar of love. — AB01691

O ye beloved of God, these are days for steadfastness, for firmness and perseverance in
the Cause of God. Ye must not focus your attention upon the person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
for erelong he will bid you farewell. Rather must ye fix your gaze upon the Word of
God. If the Word of God is being promoted, rejoice and be happy and thankful, though
‘Abdu’l-Bahé himself be threatened by the sword or burdened by the weight of chains
and fetters. — ABO00022
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Context for Study

The political counsel of this volume is delivered in the specific context of Iran’s constitutional
revolution, in which competing factions made urgent bids for Baha’i alignment. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
consistent response is to insist on the absolute priority of spiritual transformation over political
engagement. The instruction to “seek fellowship through holy fragrances” rather than through
political alliance is a positive claim about where the deepest social transformation originates, rather
than an evasion of social responsibility. AB01691 frames the choice in terms of an eschatological
economy: the days of life in this world are a limited resource; to spend them in factional politics
is to waste what could be invested in the eternal. The passage from the Lawh-i-Du-Nida that
closes this section makes the most radical demand of all: the community must not concentrate on
‘Abdu’l-Bahé personally but on the Word of God. If the Cause is advancing, its advance is a cause
of joy regardless of the personal circumstances of its center. This is a teaching about the nature
of religious loyalty: it must be attached to the divine reality and its expression in the Word rather
than to any particular human personality, however exalted. The tradition of prophetic faithfulness
offers a partial parallel: the Hebrew prophets consistently redirected the people’s attention from
the prophet himself to the God whose messenger he was. Jesus told his disciples it was to their
advantage that he depart (John 16:7). ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s counsel belongs to this tradition of self-
effacing spiritual guidance.

Questions for Reflection

1. AB01914 calls the friends to be “the essence of sanctity and the spirit of detachment.” What
is the relationship between these inner qualities and the external discipline of non-involvement
in politics? Is the non-involvement a consequence of the sanctity, or is it also a practice that
cultivates it?

2. The instruction to fix one’s gaze on the Word of God rather than on ‘Abdu’l-Baha personally
raises profound questions about religious devotion. How does this counsel navigate the tension
between the legitimate love and reverence due to spiritual guides and the danger of personality
cults that divert attention from the teaching itself?

3. AB01691 frames the expenditure of one’s days in service as a form of sacrifice: “transient
days for eternal life” What theory of value and exchange underlies this frame, and how does
it compare with the economist’s concept of opportunity cost, with the Christian theology of
stewardship, and with the Buddhist teaching on the preciousness and brevity of the human
birth?

4. The instruction to seek fellowship through “holy fragrances” rather than political alliances
implies that genuine community is formed around shared spiritual reality rather than shared
interests or ideological alignment. What would such a community look like institutionally,
and how does it compare with religious voluntary associations in the sociology of religion?

5. How does the discipline of non-political engagement described in this volume relate to the
broader Bahd’i aspiration to work toward the Most Great Peace and the unification of hu-
manity? Is there a tension between withdrawing from partisan politics and engaging with the
structural causes of injustice?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 140 spans the extraordinary moment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s liberation from prison after four
decades, yet its most substantial document — the Lawh-i-Du-Nida — is concerned not with personal
freedom but with the conditions of civilization. The volume holds together a philosophy of history
(the two calls), a theology of imprisonment (the rose garden), a pedagogy of trial (gold and fire), and
a discipline of communal life (sanctity and non-interference) within a single coherent vision: that
the deepest contribution the Bahd’i community can make to a civilization in crisis is the patient
cultivation of spiritual virtues that outlast any political moment.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If material civilization without
divine guidance turns its greatest achievements into instruments of destruction, and
if the community’s vocation is to model a civilization animated by spiritual virtues —
what practices, institutions, and habits of mind must a Baha’i community develop in
order to demonstrate, in the midst of political upheaval and civilizational crisis, that
a genuinely different form of social life is possible?
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