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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 142

This 1909 volume combines the exhilaration of public expansion with an inward metaphysical and
mystical vocabulary. ABO00791 is the most remarkable example: a beautiful treatise on mystical
love in which God is likened to the sun and creation to the objects irradiated by it; its astonishing
verse “The Friend played love with Himself in pre-existence; Without us and without I and we”
becomes the point of departure for a meditation on divine knowledge, love, the unknowability of
the Essence, and the distinction between true knowledge as a light cast into the heart and merely
multiplied learning. AB00391, although framed as a pilgrim’s return from the Holy Land, turns
immediately to the ethical implications of life after death: the believer is to become physician,
nurse, treasure, refuge, and balm to all, since the journey’s end is the beginning of divine bestowals
and the proper fruit of pilgrimage is universal mercy.

The volume is also significant for its treatment of historical memory, sacred trust, and Covenant
crisis. ABOO0878 gives an emotionally charged account of the two bags of Baha'u’llah’s papers
entrusted to ‘Abdu’l-Baha shortly before the Ascension, and of their seizure by Mirza Muhammad-
‘Ali and Mirza Badi’u’llah during the confusion surrounding the washing and burial of Baha’u’llah’s
body. Its value lies partly in the concrete detail of textual loss and custody, and partly in the way the
memory is narrated as an episode of shock, grief, and violation. AB00485 and AB05410, by contrast,
preserve the heroic memory of martyrs through prayers and visitation-like rhetoric, while AB08019,
ABO03201, and related items transform bereavement, exile, and ostracism into participation in a
sacred economy of sacrifice.

A central social strand in the volume concerns governance, politics, and public order. AB07452
argues that constitutional government is a requirement of the age, since the needs of time and
circumstance cannot be resisted; it calls for a firm balance between the “mighty government” and
the “brilliant nation,” with the two joined in a way that brings comfort to both rulers and people.
Yet the tablet’s larger stance is pragmatic rather than essentialist: forms of governance are judged
by their capacity to secure justice, order, and the welfare of the population, all in accordance with
the particular needs of the age. AB11862 gives the complementary Baha’i reason for avoiding
partisan entanglement: the community seeks the Most Great Peace and the abolition of racial,
national, religious, sectarian, and political prejudice, while contemporary political conflicts are
depicted as driven by impure personal motives. AB01678, AB03482, and related pieces continue
this discipline, urging obedience to government, reconciliation between government and people,
and refusal to enter factional struggle, even while encouraging the publication of reports on the
American Mashriqu’l-Adhkar convention.

Institutional and communal formation is another major feature. AB01935 praises the Chicago con-
vention of delegates for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and declines the presidency of its body, expressing
instead the wish to be its servant; the tablet is important both for its account of the first American
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general convention and for its insistence that the future importance of this first American House
of Worship would become manifest only gradually. AB11827 treats contributions from the East
toward the American Mashriqu’l-Adhkar as an unprecedented and symbolic act: Persia materially
assisting America becomes proof of the new ties of East and West. AB04720 links the freeing of
a sacred house in Shiraz with the formation of a spiritual gathering and with the practice of the
Nineteen Day Feast, explicitly noting the joy and expansive effect of its observance in America.
ABU1714, ABU1704, and ABU1104 give further practical guidance on meetings, speaking, tem-
porary boards, teaching work, devotional gatherings, and the distinction between present spiritual
organization and future Houses of Justice.

Finally, the volume’s pastoral range is unusually broad. AB00521 returns to the image of humanity
as an ailing body and the oneness of humanity as the supreme remedy of the divine Physician, while
warning that publicizing prominent sympathizers can harm their receptivity. AB00754 distinguishes
material civilization, which restrains crime by punitive laws, from divine civilization, which trains
human beings so that crime itself becomes hateful to them. AB10789 gives a concise ethic of
forgiveness: the friends should become so trustworthy that even one who has erred “a hundred
thousand times” may turn to them with hope. AB00635 is a powerful call to travel through Europe
and America, raise the banner of the oneness of humanity, and turn “lowly worms” into soaring
birds; it also contains a sharp reflection on earthly pleasure as largely the removal of pain, while
true joy lies in heavenly grace, virtues, knowledge, wisdom, and eternal life. The volume thus
presents a community at once mystical, institutional, global, and practical: charged to teach, build,
forgive, organize, remember its martyrs, protect sacred texts, and disengage from partisan politics
while pursuing a far more comprehensive transformation of human society.
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AB00468

To: Ali Quli Khan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909-May-03

O servant of the threshold of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter
written from California was received and carefully considered.
Praise be to God, it was evidence of tranquility of soul and
joy of conscience. We too found spiritual delight. Praise be
to God, it has been proven time and again that steadfastness
in the Covenant and arising to serve are the cause of divine
confirmations in this world and the next, and eternal happiness
depends upon and is contingent upon this virtue. I swear by
the light of truth that if a soul serves the Divine Unity in
these days with pure intention and innate sanctity, all created
things will become his servants, every door will open before his
face, and from every direction he will find victory and triumph.
This is the truth - but the condition is steadfastness, nobility
of nature, and the utmost detachment and holiness, so that all
people will testify that this person is the essence of faithfulness,
the reality of guidance, and the banner of the Abha Kingdom.

You mentioned the talks you gave in public gatherings in Cal-
ifornia. This provides a good opportunity to describe in de-
tail their previous terror, enmity, intense hatred and com-
plete avoidance of other groups, and then explain how when
the Cause of Baha’u’llah appeared, conditions were completely
transformed - how the Baha’is are so loving and affectionate,
kind and caring to people of all religions and denominations,
even to enemies and ill-wishers. Read some passages from Ta-
jalliyat, Kalimat, Ishragat and the Kitab-i-Agdas regarding
the Most Great Peace, unity with all humanity, oneness of
mankind, and fellowship and kindness, in such a way that it
appears as a narrative.

You wrote about meeting with the honored lady [Phoebe
Hearst]. Keep this as confidential as possible - its publicity
is absolutely not permitted, as publicity would even cause
her own estrangement. Let this remain just between us.
You wrote about her kindness. That honored one is devoted
and mindful in her heart, but because they publicized her
involvement it troubled her, causing her to withdraw. In
any case, God willing, you must act in such a way as to
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cause her steadfastness and firmness, and day by day she will
make spiritual progress. Read the blessed Tablets and act
precisely according to the teachings of the Blessed Beauty,
letter by letter. In all matters, consult with that honored lady
- whatever her opinion is, carry it out. Do not deviate from
her instructions by a hair’s breadth. If anyone asks whether
you meet with that honored lady, reply that my talks about
civilization and Iranian history have been appreciated by her
friends, and therefore they want me to give such talks in their
gatherings.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the maidservant of God
Emily and tell her that though outwardly distant, her heart
and soul are here. Also convey respectful greetings to Mrs.
Helen Hiller Brown and say: Thank God you have not forgot-
ten the favors you received, and I hope the pure seed planted
in your heart will become verdant and flourishing in these days.
Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to Mr. Robert, servant
of that honored lady, and say: Do not be saddened by illness,
for you have found eternal life and have discovered the realm
of the Kingdom. God willing, we will meet there in the divine
world in utmost joy and delight, and I will pray that you find
comfort in this physical world as well.

In any case, Khan, you must take measure from that honored
lady’s complaints about how you should conduct yourself. God
willing, behave in such a way that that honored lady forgets
these complaints. Please convey the Most Glorious Greetings
to Mirza Buzurg. I have always remembered him and still do.
God willing, I have not forgotten and will not forget him. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

PN__1906 p090

AB11520

To: Charles Mason Remey
Date: 1909-May-04

Indeed the sweet melody of the pupils of Mrs. H... gladdened
the hearts of the people of the Supreme Concourse.

SW__v09#08 p.093x
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AB12250

AB12250

To: Margarete Doring, in Stuttgart
Date: 1909-May-05

O thou candle of the love of God! Thy letter was received. Its
contents emanated from an illumined heart and evidenced thy
turning to the divine Kingdom. Thou must be infinitely happy
and grateful for Miss Knobloch, for she became the cause of
guidance and led thee until thou wert delivered from the dark-
ness of the world of nature and became illumined by the light
of the Kingdom which is above nature. There can be no greater
love than this. And if thou remainest firm and steadfast, the
confirmations of the Holy Spirit will reach thee, the hosts of
the Kingdom will grant victory, and the melody of the Con-
course on High will reach thine ears. Praise be to God, the
divine trumpet call hath set both East and West in motion.
Spiritual sensations are continuous, heavenly meetings follow
one after another, the favors of God encompass all, the gates
of the Kingdom are open, and the fountain of everlasting life
is gushing forth. Therefore, give thanks to the Lord of the
Kingdom Who hath bestowed such grace and bounty.

I beseech God that He may specially favor with His endless
bounties and heavenly confirmations the father and mother and
sisters and brothers and the students of Mr. Gustav Geffer and
Mr. Eugene Fritz, and the students and friends of Schoriale,
Miss Kesky, Miss Stebler, Dr. Fischer, Mrs. Koringer and her
dear spouse, that they all may become servants of the unity of
mankind, heralds of the Kingdom, and the cause of guidance
to humanity.

The two shirts which thou hadst sent were acceptable.
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ABO01678

AB01678

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1909-May-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A detailed letter was
previously sent to you. Now again a brief one is being written.
All that you had written about the disorder, illness, confusion,
sedition and tumult in Iran - all of these are the result of what
was written to the Spiritual Assembly that if thanksgiving had
been offered for avenging His Holiness Aqa Siyyid Yahya in Sir-
jan, continuous exaltation and elevation would have resulted,
otherwise God doeth what He willeth and desireth. If what
was written in that letter and other letters had been carried
out, by now Iran would have been in complete security and pro-
tection and safety would have been achieved. God says “If ye
help God, He will help you.” Despite the stoning of the friends
in Sangsar and the martyrdom of that holy person in Sirjan
and the decree for killing all the friends from that obstinate
divine in Tabriz and the martyrdom of two precious souls - is
security and tranquility possible? No, by God!

The point is that if this had not happened, perfect peace and
security would have been achieved. Now we all petition and
supplicate with utmost humility at the Divine Threshold that
this black cloud may dissipate from Iran’s horizon and this
dark dust may settle and this kindled fire may be extinguished.
May government and people mix like milk and sugar. We pray
for all. The divine friends must absolutely not make excuses
and not be self-willed in the slightest degree. They must act
according to the instructions, which are that they should obey
the government and be well-wishers to both sides and as much
as possible be the cause of peace and tranquility, but absolutely
not interfere in conflict and strife. Any soul who acts according
to this explicit teaching will surely be confirmed, otherwise he
will be among those whose deeds are most in loss.

Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ali-Akbar: The details of the convention of
representatives from American cities that gathered in Chicago
for building the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is enclosed. Publish it soon
and send to all regions.
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AB12294

To: Friedrich Schweizer, in Stuttgart
Date: 1909-May-06

O son of the Kingdom! Your letter was received and read. If
you were to offer a hundred thousand thanks at every moment
for having been blessed with this supreme guidance, you would
still fall short of proper thanksgiving, for the consequences of
this guidance are eternal life and endless bounty. Therefore,
endless gratitude is required, and this is beyond human ca-
pacity. Hence, one must acknowledge one’s powerlessness and
inadequacy in offering thanks, and this very acknowledgment
is the essence of gratitude.

I beseech God that you may be so illumined with the light of
recognition that through its brilliant rays you may become the
cause of the manifestation of the unity of the human world, and
that you may enlighten that region. May you become detached
from selfish desires, close your eyes to personal comfort, and
conduct yourself according to the divine teachings. May you
and Maria Werink both arise to serve the Kingdom of God and
become the cause of guidance to others.

Say to the handmaiden of God Maria Werink that her dear
fiancé should persevere in his present occupation, for it is a ser-
vice to humanity. You should maintain the utmost fellowship
and love with each other, and may this be a Baha’i marriage
and the cause of eternal joy.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.076-077

AB04720

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Muvaqqgirud-Dawlih, in Shiraz
Date: 1909-May-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy recent letter was
received and its meanings caused an increase of spirit and fra-
grance. Praise be to God that thou hast freed the house and
dwelling of that holy soul and the nest and shelter of that ce-
lestial bird from the hands of strangers and prepared it for the
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AB06163

construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. Now a spiritual gath-
ering is being formed there and the verses of unity are being
chanted. There is firm hope that the members of that assembly
will become radiant lamps and cast the light of guidance upon
that region, so that Shiraz may become the manifestation of
mystery and the melody of secrets may spread throughout all
the territories of that land.

The friends in America hold the Feast every nineteen days
with the utmost joy and delight in their divine gatherings, and
this has become the cause of the expansion of hearts and the
attraction of souls. If it is possible in Shiraz and not contrary
to wisdom, hold it from time to time.

3 The contribution that thou hadst sent for the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar of Chicago has been received and will be forwarded.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06163

To: Mirza Isma’il Khan
Date: 1909-May-06

O pure soull The effect of the jewel-scattering pen was ob-
served. You had apologized that your tongue was dull and
your expression weak, whereas from souls attracted to the Most
Glorious Kingdom, a single letter is a book, a gleam is a radi-
ance, a drop is an ocean, an atom is a sun. One should not
look at the effect, but rather should contemplate and reflect
upon the known Center, the Intended Lord, and the Mystery
of Existence. In this station the dull tongue is eloquent and
the weak expression is like realities and meanings, nay rather
divine mysteries from the grace of the Ancient Beauty, may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones.

My hope is that physical health and conscious joy and spiritual
delight may be granted, that the doors of divine confirmation
may be opened, the breast expanded, and the unseen glad-
tidings become manifest and visible. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08019

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon
Date: 1909-May-08

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter which thou
didst address to Jinab-i-Minshadi was noted. Since that
sweet-singing bird hath winged its flight to the gardens of the
Self-Sufficing Lord, this servant shall undertake to reply. His
Holiness Minshadi was in truth a resplendent garden whose
sweet fragrance was diffused throughout the East and the
West. Now that garden hath been transported to the eternal
realm, that its sweet perfume may make fragrant the nostrils
of the spiritual world....
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AB10789

To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY
Date: 1909-May-09

O ye friends of God! Show ye an endeavor that all the nations
and communities of the world, even the enemies, put their
trust, assurance and hope in you; that if a person falls into
error for a hundred thousand times he may yet turn his face
to you hopeful that you will forgive his sins; for he must not
become hopeless, neither grieved nor despondent!

This is the conduct and the manner of the people of Baha! You
should conform your conduct with the advices of ‘Abdu’l-Baha!

SW_ vOT7#18 p.187-188
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AB11827

To: Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon
Date: 1909-May-11

O thou who hast sacrificed thy life in the path of the Blessed & Jasb Sl dla oliisls *oy o) 1

Beauty! The letter which thou hadst written, dated the twen-
tieth of Rabi’u’th-Thani, hath been received. Its contents indi-
cated ease and tranquillity, and that thou wert preserved from
trial, whereat joy and gladness were manifested.

Thou hadst written that the friends intend to contribute to-
wards the cost of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. This news imparted
infinite joy, inasmuch as the abundant effusions of the King-
dom, the heavenly outpourings of God’s grace, and His unfail-
ing confirmations are directed towards the establishment of the
bonds of unity, harmony, and fellowship in the world of human-
ity. Therefore, this worthy act on the part of the friends in the
East to gather and send contributions to the West is praise-
worthy, meritorious, and among the distinctive characteristics
of this Dispensation.

It was unheard of in the past for the East to lend its material
support to the West, that is, for the friends in Persia to aid
in the building of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in America. This is
the first occasion of its kind; therefore, its effects will surely be
laudable and it will bring forth admirable results.

Praise be to the Ancient Beauty for having conferred such ties
of friendship and harmony upon the human race, for having es-
tablished such a mighty foundation, and for having promoted
such a sublime aspiration. Thanks be to the Most Great Name
for having raised aloft such a tabernacle in the midmost heart
of the world, through which the various nations of the earth
shall become unified and associate with one another in friend-
ship; the disparate nations of the world shall become one coun-
try and its numerous lands one homeland; all the different
governments shall join together in union and harmony; the
roots of injustice shall be eradicated; and the foundations of
war, conflict, pillage, plunder, hatred, and hostility shall be
destroyed.

This cooperation and collaboration between the East and the
West provideth sufficient and irrefutable proof that this blessed
aim will be achieved.

i Concerning Aqa Siyyid Isma’il, of whom thou hadst written,

supplication and entreaty were offered at the Threshold of the
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Divine Unity that the means of his comfort might be provided,
that his difficulties might be made easy, and that prosperity in
his affairs might be promoted. Convey to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Isma’il and to the other friends the Abha greeting of utmost
glory.

BRL__MASHRIQ#23x

B 5 255 Slsmo Jund A el el
e s Jeele) o BT Ol 535 SMolee
s E3 el gl oo L

BRL__DAK#0373, COMP__MASHRIQP#23x

AB09946

To: Turanj Dinyar
Date: 1909-May-12

O my heavenly daughter! The handmaidens of God who have
focused their attention on the Abha Kingdom, these are truly
heavenly souls and are not dependent on the things of this
world for they derive their bounty and grace from the infinite
Source and seek their illumination from the lights emanating
from God. They are enthralled by the rays of Truth and at-
tracted to the divine Beloved. They are enkindled with the fire
of His love, detached from all else but Him, faithful in their love
and fruitful through His grace and bounty.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in India
Date: 1909-May-13

Your detailed letter was received, and the discussions and con-
versations you had with that respected person became known.
You must keep that person’s identity concealed and never pub-
licize it. Such souls must be protected and safeguarded, for
publicity causes fear and anxiety. You must now focus all your
thoughts and mention on that person and his followers with
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complete dignity and elevation, conducting yourselves with per-
fect wisdom and offering the cup of pure water in response to
intense thirst.

Regarding the matter that traces of these divine teachings ex-
isted in previous scriptures - those teachings were promoted
and had their effect in their own time. Now they remain in the
hands of nations like abrogated verses, having no authority
whatsoever.

Observe the Christian nation - today no one acts according to
Christ’s counsels. Similarly look at Islam - they are entirely
heedless of the divine counsels and admonitions in the Quran.
They recite the words but detect nothing of the meaning. Like-
wise with other peoples and nations - though some philosophers
may utter words indicating peace or proper conduct, these have
no authority and are mere talk. But the counsels and teach-
ings of the Most Great Name penetrate hearts, are established
in souls, their effects are evident, their lights brilliant, their
verses manifest and their signs radiant. For example, if a pow-
erful king utters a command, it is immediately carried out and
extraordinary effects appear throughout the world. But if an
unknown person speaks those exact same commanding words
with full force, they have no effect and bear no fruit. The in-
fluence of the mighty king’s word proves his sovereignty and
power, while the words of the unknown person prove his pow-
erlessness and inability. See how great is the difference - “Are
those who know equal to those who know not?”

In any case, consider this statement: “Even make all my
prayers and remembrances a single prayer, and my state
in Your service eternal” It is clear and evident to every
person of understanding that today the body of the world
is ill with a chronic and severe malady - a skilled physician
must necessarily treat it. Though physicians came before and
prescribed treatments for this patient, every time has its own
decree and every illness its own remedy. In former times the
illness was of one kind, now it is of another kind. One must
observe with the eye of reality how the terrible maladies of
the temple of the contingent world can be cured. Surely one
must follow a skilled physician whose signs of expertise and
capability are clear and evident and proven by experience.
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Without doubt, today the supreme remedy and most effective
antidote for all the chronic ills of humanity is the unity
and agreement of all peoples, nations and religions. And
Baha’u’llah’s teachings regarding the oneness of the human
world are supremely influential, as you observe that now it
often happens that different religions, races and hostile tribes
all adorn a single gathering and associate with utmost love,
harmony and unity, having the character of one body and one
soul. What other cause in the world has raised or could raise
the banner of human unity at the pole of possibility with such
power? With a little reflection this becomes clear. In any case,
I hope that respected person will first become a nurse to this
ailing patient and administer the immediate cure prescribed
by the divine skilled Physician - which He has named the
supreme remedy - and provide treatment. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01935
To: America, Committee For the Temple of Chicago et al.
Date: 1909-May-13
O ye two candles of the gathering of the friends! Sl Jas c‘ 95 !

The scribe, in the Spiritual Assembly, must needs be even
as a shining candle, for he is the channel for the diffusion of
thoughts and the utterance of hidden truths.

Praise be to God, the convocation of the delegates for the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was organized in the utmost joy. The mem-
bers, with faces aglow with light, hearts turned unto the Lord,
spirits merciful and celestial, and with heavenly glad-tidings,
assembled in that spiritual gathering and took counsel together
regarding the erection of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

Although in the future thousands of Mashriqu’l-Adhkars will
be erected, this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, because it is the first to be
built in America, is very important, and its impact and effect
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shall be boundless. Erelong shall certain of its results become
evident and manifest.

5 In any case, the delegates who were convened in that heavenly

assemblage and arose to render service to the Kingdom of God
should, by night and by day, offer thanksgiving, for they were
granted success and confirmation and have left behind an effect
whose very nature implieth eternity.

Although at present the full significance of this divine institu-
tion is not yet clearly apparent, in the future it shall become as
manifest and radiant as the sun. And although as yet the let-
ter containing the account of the events and the details of the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar hath not been received, nevertheless this
brief reply is now written.

The honoured delegates have expressed the wish that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha accept the presidency of the body established for the
erection of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and that from among the
loved ones in the East, members of honour be chosen for the
body of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in the West. God willing, from
the East, members of honour shall indeed be appointed to that
distinguished body; but the desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is this: that
he be its servant and not its president, that he engage in its
service and not be of its membership.

This is the cause of my rejoicing, and I hope that he may be
aided to attain this goal and desire.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01981

To: Spiritual Assembly of Yazd
Date: 1909-May-13

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter that you had written
to the one ascended unto God, Mr. Manshadi, was reviewed.
Since that flower ascended to the true rose garden, and that
bird flew to the divine nest, and that yearning soul hastened
to the assembly of the manifestation of the Luminary of the
horizons, and that moth sought the lamp of the Concourse on
High, therefore this servant proceeded to write a reply. You
had written about the fellowship, intimacy and gatherings of
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the Persian friends and the divine beloved ones. What could
be better than this - that like the flowers of divine realities and
meanings, they should mingle with each other in the utmost
freshness, delicacy and sweetness in the divine garden, sitting
and rising together and creating joy and delight, manifesting
the signs of divine oneness in the human realm, so that they
may teach love and fellowship to the people and instruct hu-
mankind in spiritual attraction, until estrangement is removed
from the human world and true oneness unveils its countenance.
They should not look to outward appearances but rather focus
on the essence of human reality.

In any case, praise be to the pure God who caused the bound-
less lights to shine upon the human world, made hearts illu-
mined and souls divine, enlightened spirit and consciousness
with the light of reality, kindled the lamp of guidance, be-
stowed bounty and favor, made those without provisions pro-
vided from the treasure of the Kingdom, and granted a share
and portion from endless favors. He called us to the shade of
the Tree of Hope and gave glad tidings of new gifts.

O friends! This is the time of joy and the moment of spiri-
tual gladness. Infinite happiness was obtained from the news
of the comfort, pleasure and joy of the families of the divine
martyrs. The ultimate desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the happiness
and delight of the martyrs’ families. I yearn to serve them
and my utmost hope is that something may be accomplished
that causes their comfort and ease. Upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God, upon them be the Most Perfect Praise
of God, and for them is the Greatest Glad-Tidings and the
Supreme Gift.
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AB02693

To: Agqa Mirza Aqa Qaim Magami, in Arak
Date: 1909-May-13

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your illustrious letter
which you had written to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah was
reviewed. Its contents from beginning to end were wondrous
and like the breezes of springtime, they were life-giving, for
every word signified firmness and steadfastness.

b B Ol & 2l faab Olg L, b
wf S oy 03 08 Al
b dilo 5 3y m ol bkl 5 cpliae

3 Osd s L) s el pe 2
Sl Y celazad

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 13


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-189.html

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul)

ABO07631

You had requested permission by telegraph for a visit, but con-
sidering that Iran has not yet attained tranquility and peace,
and the friends in Iraq are in need of you, and furthermore
that it is summer and the weather in these parts is somewhat
intense, therefore it would be better if you postpone this jour-
ney to autumn so that you would be here at the beginning of
winter when the fields and plains are verdant and the moun-
tains and wilderness are in utmost freshness and pleasantness
- that time would be better. Therefore no telegraph was sent,
but this letter is written and you will benefit from it, for both
correspondence has been sent and you have permission to visit.

Convey to all the divine friends on my behalf the Most Glorious
and Most Wondrous Greetings. With heart and soul I long
to see them and I hope that each one will not fall short in
spreading the divine fragrances with wisdom.

Convey to Jinab-i-Thtisham on my behalf loving greetings and
deliver this message: What injustice did you see that caused
you to cut off faithfulness? Your fame for knowledge and certi-
tude was spread throughout the world, that you were enamored
of that luminous countenance and madly in love with that di-
vine nature. Now you must again become a high-soaring royal
falcon and take wing with melody and song until you discover
the Kingdom of mystery.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07631

To: Pulah Holcomb, in Chicago
Date: 1909-May-13

O thou fresh sapling in the garden of divinity! Offer this prayer
at the Threshold of divine unity: O God! Bestow Thy bounty
upon me and vouchsafe Thy guidance. Nurture me and enable
me to grow. Make me a daughter of the Kingdom and give
me Thy grace from the realms on high. Make me spiritual,
radiant and merciful. Make me a heavenly being, and free me
from the world of nature that I may acquire knowledge of the
world beyond, may attain new life, develop a merciful nature
and disposition, spread the divine teachings, yearn for Thine
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eternal grace and seek divine bestowals. Thou art the Giver, rn\f'- bl Case f“’ el Las ﬂl.é

the Forgiving, the Kind. Ol s odil 5 odins Uy
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Frank Holcomb. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Oliver M Fisher
Date: 1909-May-15

O heavenly friend! FEver since the moment of your absence
when you headed towards Europe and America, I remember
you at every moment and plead and supplicate at the Divine
Threshold and ask for confirmation and assistance for you. My
hope is that, through whichever land you pass, you should raise
the cry of the Kingdom, hoist the heavenly banner, manifest
divine bounty, unloose your tongue through the confirmations
of the Holy Spirit, call the thirsty souls to the water of eternal
life, and baptize them with fire and spirit. May you sound the
Trumpet in such wise that the dead shall become living, the
blind become seeing, the deaf become hearing and the silent
speak with eloquent tongues.

O loving companion! The Kingdom of God is the source of all
power; and naught but the bold and valiant among its warriors -
they that give life to the world - shall be endowed with its grace
and divine assistance. I cherish the hope that by whatever land
thou passest, thou mayest, even as vernal showers, revive every
human soul and cause it to become verdant and refreshened; or
as the life-imparting breeze, reinvigorate the feeble and the sick.
Mayest thou scatter in every clime the perfume of the love of
God; raise aloft the standard of the oneness of mankind; uproot
every form of prejudice, sectarian, national, racial or political;
and promote the cause of love and unity amongst the diverse
peoples of the world.

Praise be to God, the portals of the Kingdom are wide open,
and many from the East and from the West, are with eager
hearts flocking unceasingly unto it. How vast is the field! Now
it the time to spur on the steed of service and display to the
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eyes of the world your strength, your courage and confidence.
The tribes of the world and its kindreds and nations go about
like the creeping things beneath the earth. They struggle and
strive and through mathematical ingenuity they make strange
and fantastic plans and seek nests and burrows for themselves.
You must do something that these lowly worms may become
lofty birds, may take flight and soar in the illimitable space.

O my companion! The light of truth is shining everywhere;
endeavour that the eyes may be opened to behold its signs
and splendour. O how pitiful were the children of men to
deprive themselves of God’s boundless grace in this most holy
age, this illumined century! Wherefore, offer up thy life as a
sacrifice unto the Cause of humanity, that, through thee, the
poor may obtain their share of heavenly Treasure, the sick
may find their way to the divine Physician, the helpless may
be strengthened with the power of the Kingdom, the orphan
may find his heavenly Father, the faint may be cheered, the
disconsolate may be comforted through the bounty of the All-
merciful, the sore-athirst may attain unto the fountain of Life
and they that are in fear obtain the shelter of peace and calm.

O companion! Earthly pleasures and bounties are limited and
fleeting. If you behold the truth and consider it deeply, the
pleasures of this world are the means of dispelling vexation
and pain. Thirst is hardship and calamity; water soothes its
heat. It is not that water, in its essence, brings any pleasure.
Likewise, hunger inflicts harm; food dispels that suffering. It
is not that food, in its essence, brings any pleasure. Likewise,
fatigue is hardship; sleep dispels that hardship. It is not that
sleep, in its essence, brings any pleasure. All the pleasures of
this ephemeral world are of this type. That which brings true
joy is the outpourings of heavenly grace, it is human virtues
and perfections, it is knowledge and wisdom, it is spiritual
qualities and eternal life.

i Upon you be the Glory of Glories.

DWN_ v1#09 p.006-007x, ROL.060-062, VUJUDE.019
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To: Baha’is of Jewish background of Tihran et al.
Date: 1909-May-15

O Lord! Through the Prophets in the Books and Scriptures,
Thou hast foretold and given glad-tidings to Israel, promising
that a day would come when the hopeless Israel would become
hopeful, and those in the greatest abasement would attain eter-
nal glory. That scattered people would find order and arrange-
ment under the shadow of the Lord of Hosts in the Holy Land,
and from distant regions they would turn towards Zion. The
abased would become mighty, the poor would become wealthy,
the unknown would gain fame, and those who were despised
would become beloved by all.

Now praise be unto Thee that the day of that comfort has come
and the means of joy and gladness are at hand. Israel shall
soon become glorious and this dispersion shall be transformed
into gathering. The Sun of Truth has risen and the light of
guidance has shone upon Israel, so that they may come from
distant paths with utmost joy to the Holy Land. O Lord!
Make manifest Thy promise and exalt the descendants of His
Holiness Abraham. Thou art the Powerful and Mighty, and
Thou art the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.

O friends of Israel! This is the time of joy and delight, the mo-
ment of happiness and gladness, for the descendants of His Ho-
liness Abraham are growing and developing under the shadow
of the favors of the Compassionate Lord, and they shall achieve
extraordinary progress. I hope that the past will be compen-
sated for and the Lord of Clear Signs will become their Helper
and Protector.

The sacred remains of His Holiness the Exalted One, may my
soul be a sacrifice for Him, after sixty years of wandering, have
found repose in the holy spot of Mount Carmel, the divine
garden of Carmel. It is explicitly stated in the Torah: “The
Lord, the glory of Lebanon and the splendor of Carmel.” This
glad-tiding has become manifest and clear, but some people of
doubts will inevitably create certain events and make unsuit-
able reports. Perhaps some inexperienced person might con-
ceive a thought and make a report. Therefore, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
announces that no one should give ear to any nonsense or fall
into doubt or suspicion. The sacred likeness of the blessed body
that became the target of bullets in Tabriz has been completely
established in the holy station on Mount Carmel. And peace
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be upon you. And this is glad-tidings for all humanity, espe-

e 5 1y OUEN l (2l e 1y 2 o

cially for the Israelites. And upon you be the Most Glorious 45‘(%!‘ T
Glory. ' '
INBA75:091, MKT3.365, AHB_118BE
KHHE.070-071, KHAZE.023, BLO__PN#025 405 p138,  ADH2 1#54  p.0S3,
MMG2#447 p.493, YHA1.423x (2.832),
KHAZ.i0284-082, KHH1.038 (1.053)
ABO00878

To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Rasht
Date: 1909-May-16

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter dated mid-
Safar was received. Its contents indicated that mention of this
great Cause has spread among the general public and you had
requested a teacher. God willing, one will be sent. All of
Iran has developed a remarkable receptivity. The friends of
God must each arise to teach, open their eloquent tongues,
deliver convincing utterances, establish proofs and arguments,
and give glad tidings of the manifest light. If each soul teaches
just one person per year, in a short time there will be great
expansion....

You had inquired about the Kitab-i-Aqdas - it is the same one
that has been published. There are several supplementary ordi-
nances in the Blessed Handwriting, but the Covenant-breakers
stole ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s papers and that document was among
them. A few days before the Ascension of the Blessed Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, He commanded
‘Abdu’l-Baha to gather the papers in His blessed chamber and
put them in a bag. According to His blessed command, the
papers were collected and placed in two bags. He said “These
papers are entrusted to you.” When these words issued from
His pure lips, the condition that arose is indescribable - all my
limbs trembled and tears flowed like rain. It is better to be
brief about this as it causes intense emotion.

In any case, I left those two bags in the blessed room as I could
not take them, until the Ascension occurred. When we wanted
to wash the pure body, Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali said “Perhaps
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the water will affect this. You give this to us and we will
safeguard it until the washing is complete and the pure body
is enshrouded in its burial shroud.” In such a state where I had
absolutely no consciousness or thought, and the possibility of
anyone’s treachery could not occur to me, I handed them over.
He gave them to Mirza Badi’ullah to place in his trunk and
safeguard. But they seized everything along with all the trusts
and blessed seals and rings, and did not give me a single page
from the two bags. They remain with them to this day.

Regarding monarchy, you had written - it is recorded in other
Tablets which you will surely become aware of.

Convey the Most Glorious Abha greetings to Jenab-i-Aqa
Mirza Rahmat’u’llah. God willing he is confirmed. And
the melodies of Jenab-i-Mirza Ilyas bring joy and delight to
the Concourse on High. Convey the Most Glorious Abha
greetings to him and all the friends. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Furugh Bassari, in Babul
Date: 1909-May-16

O servant of the Abha Beauty!

Your faithful letter reached ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Its contents were
pleasing and its meanings were sweet as honey. The delightful-
ness of its verses, the eloquence of its poetry, and the fluency
of its words were truly wonderful, refined, eloquent and artic-
ulate.

You wrote from Barfurush that praise be to God, in these days
there has been some stirring and movement. I had thought
that that region would become a paradise of delight through
the breezes of the Abha Paradise, and would be set ablaze with
a mighty flame through the fire of the love of God. That souls
would arise to teach and to guide others to the Most Great
Guidance. That such detachment would be manifested from
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them as to cause the heedless to become aware and the ignorant
to become mindful.

In any case, through the power of divine confirmation from the
Abha Kingdom, I hope that this will soon come to pass. That
blessed souls will be sent forth who will be among the pillars
of the Day of Resurrection, who will raise up a resurrection
and will make those regions fragrant with the sweet-scented
perfume of the love of God, who will shower crystallized sugar
and bestow endless sweetness to all tastes through the honey
of divine knowledge. And this is not difficult for God to ac-
complish.

Your esteemed father Bassar was always an unveiler of mys-
teries in praise of the Blessed Beauty. Since “the son is the
secret of his father,” you must certainly always occupy your-
self with glorification and praise of the Great Announcement
of the Blessed Beauty, and compose odes in tribute and praise
of that Manifest Light, and chant them melodiously in the
gatherings of the loved ones of God.

Convey to your esteemed father on my behalf the Most Glori-
ous and Wondrous Greetings. Likewise, perfume the nostrils
of his eminence the Nazim with the musk-laden fragrance of
the Abha Kingdom. And bestow upon Haji Muhammad Hasan,
on my behalf, the Most Glorious and Wondrous Greetings with
heart and soul, spirit and fragrance. Convey to Haji Mirza ‘Ali
the Most Glorious and Wondrous Greetings and tell him to be
assured that he has not been and will not be forgotten. And
likewise to all the other friends.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Baha’i (Shiraz)
Date: 1909-May-16

O morning bird! Verse is more pleasant than prose, and its
influence is better and more abundant. Therefore, the mystics
have expressed mysteries and meanings in verse, and composed
odes and praises in glorification of divine attributes, so that
hearts may be set ablaze with the fire of the love of God and
souls may find release from the bonds of this lower world.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 AhS e ) pshe oK = F L

ol OBl b ol il A b

u\ﬁgj xL,ﬂ.;J u\s‘oé‘}f dl’“JJ\j““ QL:,
B2l o8 b ilense b LEH) 4l S s

20


https://www.bahai.org/r/391134880

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul)

AB11914

The melody of meanings in the divine gardens so moves the
celestial birds to ecstasy and rapture that each begins its song
and strain, and upon the branch of sanctification sings the note
of unity.

Now praise be to God, your poetic talent flows like running
water and your nature is like a pearl-bearing shell. Therefore,
confine your thoughts and mention to praise of that peerless
Beloved, so that the world of realities may be adorned and the
jewels of themes and subtleties of meanings may be manifested.

In truth, you have a blessed poetic talent and your verses are
supremely eloquent and articulate. But the ear of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha yearns to hear praise of the Most Glorious Beauty and
finds no delight in any melody and seeks no thrill from any
tune except this divine song and music and melody of the rose
garden of meanings.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11914

To: Khadijih Zanjani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1909-May-16

O leaf who supplicates at the Most Exalted Threshold! Give
thanks to your Lord for illuminating your pure reality with the
light of guidance and admitting you into an exalted paradise
through an abundant gift, and for blessing you with an at-
tentive ear and weeping eye and bountiful favor and sufficient
gift.

Therefore rejoice in the glad-tidings of your Lord and be not
lax in the Cause of your Master. Be steadfast on the straight
path out of love for Him Who created and formed you, and
be attracted by the verses of your Lord and chant them in
gatherings of the handmaidens, saying: “Glory be to my Most
Exalted Lord for what He has created and ordained, and for es-
tablishing the continuous resurrection and scattering the stars
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and splitting the moon and coming in the shadows of clouds
in this most luminous century!”

Thus existence was illumined by the brilliant light, and tongues
were moved by the manifest Command, and souls were bright-
ened by the shining star, and hearts were watered by this flow-
ing spring. Verily He has power over all things.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Aga Fathullah
Date: 1909-May-16

O servant of Truth! Victory is of two kinds: the conquest
of strongholds and the conquest of hearts. The conquest of
strongholds is easy, for they can be subdued with a measure
of explosive materials. But the conquest of hearts is difficult,
save through the power of the Most Great Name and the hosts
ye cannot see. Therefore, strive thou with heart and soul that
thou mayest be successful in conquering hearts, and mayest
find thy breast expanded, and become the recipient of the out-
pourings of the Holy Spirit.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in Iran
Date: 1909-May-18

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
The flowing verses which were truly like running water and
the Salsabil of divine knowledge, and were in the utmost elo-
quence, fluency, sweetness and delight, were read with joy and
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fragrance. From the soul-burning flame of thy yearning heart,
a fire was kindled in hearts that blazed through all limbs and
members.

Kindle the fire of love and burn away all existence,

Then take a step and enter the path of the lovers

The praise of this servant in the world of creation is worship
at the Sacred Threshold and servitude at the Threshold of the
Divine Unity. This is the everlasting bounty, this is the divine
bestowal, this is the ultimate goal and this is the Lote-Tree
of the utmost boundary. Raise thy voice about this glorious
station and noble rank, and open thy tongue of praise in this
prayer. Strike up the melody of servitude and awaken the world
with the tune and song of servitude. This is the pure water,
this is the manifestation of light, this is the appreciated grace,
this is the paradise of joy and gladness, this is the abundant
bounty, this is the ultimate desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the
final hope of this manifestation of poverty and evanescence.

You had mentioned the loved ones of Amzajird and requested
that a message be addressed to them. Here it is enclosed with
this letter - deliver it to them. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB06422

To: Sarah J Farmer
Date: 1909-May-21

O thou who in truth art attracted through the Breaths of the
Holy Spirit!

I sent to thee a letter few in words and full in its meanings and
its mysteries, showing signs of good-tidings. By my life, there
are manifested meanings in the mysteries of the words!

At present I address thee in plain language without being
veiled, and I say to thee: “Stand up with all thy strength to
guide the followers of negligence and blindness, and diffuse the
breaths of God in those regions; and set off with all speed to
New York and Chicago and call with the loudest voice in the
assemblies of the beloved ones and invite them to the Alliance
of God; and make them steadfast in the Covenant of God, and
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bear good-tidings to all the steadfast ones, and inspire all who
waver to be firm in the religion of God and to resist all force
which is against the Alliance of God. Verily I promise the con-
firmation of the Holy Spirit to thee in those great assemblies
whenever ye argue upon the Covenant of God.”

TAB.279

AB01387

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1909-May-24

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Regarding the teacher
about whom you wrote, what you have arranged is acceptable.
As for Aqa Mehdi and Aqa Mirza Habibullah who have gone
to teach in outlying areas, praise be to God they have been
confirmed and successful. Today, whoever travels to surround-
ing regions, attracted by the fragrances of God, and engages
in teaching with utmost sincerity and detachment, will surely
receive confirmations from God’s Kingdom and achieve great
success. However, the condition is that they must conduct
themselves like Christ’s apostles, about whom He said that
when leaving any city, they should shake the dust from their
sandals so that not even the dust of that city remains. When
this is done, it becomes very beneficial.

Regarding the charitable company you wrote about, this chari-
table company must be protected and preserved, and complete
order must be strived for. Similarly, utmost importance must
be given to the school. But those who go forth to teach must
travel with complete self-effacement and evanescence so that
their breath may influence souls. If they move with comfort,
ease, luxury and pleasure, it will have absolutely no effect - this
has been proven repeatedly. Certainly strive in operating the
school as it is very important. And the teachers must travel,
trusting in God, detached from all else, attracted by His fra-
grances, relying upon Him, like Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ali Akbar
and Aga Mirza Tarazullah.

We were very pleased about the assistance given to the sur-
vivors of the martyrs of Nayriz. And regarding the book of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

0358 o %’w o2y 53 Olg 1 b
Bl 0L Uils 62 & b 08 sy
§ Aleas e B 5 g BT 0Ll )
Py s A A ) sl SLLL &
i 4 UWNLW i g5l Ss§
gl 5 podde Sl 5o s W OLbL
& O le Ol b @l 5,0 Jgrite FL
Ljful:\ nf J,ala-vdé;;,.;ﬁzf} sy
Al J)M@MJJ\?ML»KM,\
e w1 O 8 ) A 8
S Bl b 8 e ) as
R R S

w3y 035k pd s S5 5 popas s
st Ziloo 5 il 4l )y 40 S5
A 1y deyde o 5 A2 S al allizl s
dppe il & Oble Ll sl ool il
)awﬁb-\:fpté,c,:f-qp;);,gl{
;C»Mjfu-); C)lj;‘ff‘ INE e
4 A SIS s Al b ) a8 Lo
et § 8K Ay 1 5o @l onsf
xy J‘g’gfﬁ b il s g )5 B
acle ade 6 s lnis Lot oo U Wl
e A0 150 B 87 e 1 e B Ol
Ay

e okt S IS DB LG Salel )
O pia Nzl OE (o s 5 b

24


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA279

w

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul)

AB01484

proofs by Sadru’s-Sudur and its compilation and arrangement
that you wrote about, we were extremely pleased. Send that
book to the Holy Shrine so it can later be printed and pub-
lished. As for the request for forgiveness for Ali Askar who
has ascended to God, which Ali Qabl Akbar (upon him be the
Glory of God) had asked for - this was written about and sent
previously. If it has not arrived, it will be sent again. Similarly,
permission for the presence of Azizullah Khan the tailor was
written about before. Convey the most wondrous and glorious
greetings to Thamara (upon her be the Most Glorious Glory
of God). Show utmost kindness on my behalf to the assured
maidservant of God, the attracted leaf, the radiant mother.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01484

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1909-May-24

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The detailed letter re-
ceives an extremely brief reply.

From the dawning of the Day-Star of Guidance until now, that
family has been constant in servitude to the Threshold, not let-
ting pass a moment except in arising to render service and fac-
ing arrows, swords, fetters and chains in the path of God. The
Name of God the Most Truthful truly spent his lifetime under
the sword, showing firmness and steadfastness in all circum-
stances. A great multitude found the life of guidance through
his pure breath, and this flow of the true spirit will continue
coursing through the veins and nerves of seekers throughout
the passing centuries and ages.

On the 28th of Sha’ban, you and four others whom the Spiri-
tual Assembly designates should, like the five planets, journey
from the horizon of Tehran to the horizon of Hamadan, and on
behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha visit the pure and goodly resting place
of the Name of God. Likewise another group should similarly
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proceed to Qum and visit the luminous grave of the Trusted
of the State on behalf of this servant. The expenses of going
and returning for all are my responsibility, since they will be
visiting on my behalf, and God willing I will send them.

Convey to Mirza Sayfu’llah, son of the Martyr of Turbat, my
utmost love and kindness. The children of martyrs are to this
servant as brothers if they are peers in age, and as sons if they
are younger - nay, they are the crown of my head.

You wrote that there are several in the house without anyone
to look after and care for them. If Mudabbir comes, well and
good; otherwise either delay the journey or take them to Rasht
and stay in Rasht for a while, since the friends there repeatedly
request teachers.

; India has also shown receptivity these days, but the teachers

there are weary of each other - and I seek refuge in the All-
Merciful from this terrible matter. This is written to you con-
fidentially. If it is possible for a teacher who is firm, steadfast,
wise, knowledgeable, grave and dignified to go to those regions,
it would be most suitable.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01702

To: Shaykh Habib Qumi
Date: 1909-May-24

O you who are beloved of heart and soul! Give thanks to
God that you became the object of a test and fell into severe
trials. Praise be to God, you did not become weary, you did
not grow faint, and you gave up your lawful wife. When the
enemies’ mockery becomes like a fresh spring in the path of
the All-Glorious, the lovers become thirsty and the yearning
ones melt from the heat of thirst. They strive and surge and
cry out until they drink. Now praise be to God that you have
drunk a cup of this sweet Euphrates and tasted this honey of
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immortality, remaining steadfast in the flood of the enemies’
taunts and reproaches. Do not grieve - you are my companion.
I too had a share of this cup and a portion of this honey.

To this day, whenever I recall it, it brings joy and is the cause of
gladness and delight. For in God’s path, one of my cousins was
betrothed to this servant from an early age by the blessed will.
When we came to Baghdad, my honored uncle hastened to the
Most Holy Court and, weeping, begged for the strengthening
and confirmation of this connection. But this servant would
not accept. Finally, by the decisive command of the Blessed
Beauty I accepted. Nevertheless, I always wished to remain
single until we came to Adrianople.

In Adrianople, since the great aunt had connections to Yahya,
solely to please him she strove until she gave that poor one
to the son of the Prime Minister, Mirza ‘Ali Khan. It is said
that weeping, terrified and trembling she went, and not many
days passed before she contracted tuberculosis and died of con-
sumption. May God have mercy upon her.

Although this has become lengthy and verbose, the purpose is
for you to know that you have a companion - you are not alone.
We hope that, God willing, in the Most Glorious Kingdom you
will be gladdened and delighted by meeting the Houris of inner
meaning. What was lost will be compensated. Do not grieve,
for the number of Houris of inner meaning is infinite. In the
tradition, seventy thousand houris are mentioned. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory!

5 God willing, your dirham will be changed to a dinar.
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To: Muhammad Khan Dr Munajjim, in Tihran
Date: 1909-May-24

O descendant of an ancient beloved and old friend! Your es-
teemed father hastened to the presence of the Luminary of
the horizons in the Iraq days and spent some time under His
blessed shade, and he was a companion to this servant day and
night. In truth, from the standpoint of character he was the
honey of the horizons - in utmost gentleness and sweetness, he
never left me without cheerfulness. Moment by moment, by
whatever means possible, he made his companion’s disposition
sweet as sugar, until wisdom required his return. He returned
to his homeland, and from there to Tehran, and from Tehran
to the endless world. He left that respected descendant as a
memorial for me.

Praise be to God, the successor is from the spiritual essence of
the predecessor, not water and clay - it is a true relationship:
“The son is the secret of his father.” For this reason I am very
glad, delighted, pleased that praise be to God this sapling has
yielded the fruit of that tree and has shown forth the freshness,
gentleness and sweetness of that blessed tree.

Now your continuous services in the Tarbiyat School are
remembered in this servant’s heart, that praise be to God
through your efforts the Tarbiyat School has gained the light
of guidance and day by day finds new organization. I hope
that this school will become a nursery for the peerless saplings
of the divine rose garden and produce brilliant scholars of
the horizons. Make great effort, for since you are engaged
in serving divine children, you are in truth achieving the
visitation of the Holy Shrine every day.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty.
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To: Fadlullah et al.,
Date: 1909-May-24

in Sarvistan

...That pure soul hath hastened to the glorious world above
and that luminous star hath ascended to the eternal world.
His sanctified blood hath been poured in the path of the All-
Glorious Lord and his noble body became the target of the
darts and arrows of hatred for the sake of the one true God.
Great hath been his blessedness and happy is his end.

Be ye all of good cheer for this exile hath caused you to be
banished from the abode of this mortal heap of dust to the
divine rose-garden of Sarvistan. And now by the love of God
hath Sarvistan been illumined with the bright stars of high
heaven. What comparison can there be between that heap of
dust and this starry galaxy on high? Be ye thankful at all times
therefore that ye have been left homeless and have become
outcasts in the path of God as a result of such circumstances.

This expulsion and ostracism have given life and fullness to
your existence and this hardship will end in great comfort for
it shall, I hope, become the cause of many peoples’ guidance.
Those who merely seek for ease in this material world will be
unable to harvest the full fruits from life’s tree but those em-
bodiments of true love, those symbols of spiritual recognition
and such as are personifications of the divine attributes will
always yearn for a myriad calamities in His path. They will
see suffering as pure mercy punishment as generosity, torture
as a soothing drink and pain as a remedy. Their very wounds
will be a balm to them and their sickness the essence of well
being. They will hasten to the field of martyrdom and give up
their lives with joy.

I pray that the friends will be steadfast in this straight path.
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To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1909-May-24

O Lord! Gudarz the Persian was asleep and awakened, was
unconscious and became conscious. He became a knight-
commander in the army of the free, and in the broad plains
of Kerman and Tehran he galloped the steed of sacrifice and
with the heavenly polo-stick seized the ball of loving-kindness.
He was God-seeking, God-speaking, of goodly character and
radiant countenance, until he went to Qazvin and became
intimate and confidant with the friends. He was mindful of
You, engaged in Your worship, offered Your praise, and sought
the comfort of creation. Suddenly he became the target of
arrows and stained the earth with his blood.

Exalt him, make him honored, make him content,
let no harm befall him, that he may inhale Your fragrance,
discover Your mystery, hasten toward You, reach Your court,
and behold Your countenance.

O Lord! Accept this pure blood in Your path and in the world
above make this soul radiant. You are the Kind, You are the
Bestower of spirit and soul. And upon him be the Most Glori-
ous Glory.
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AB09321

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1909-May-2/4

O thou Divine youth! Thou hast ever been present in my mind,
and at all times am I occupied with thy remembrance. The
days of our meeting have not been forgotten. Thy countenance
and character are ever before my gaze. From the Kingdom of
Signs I entreat for thee Divine confirmations, that day by day
thou mayest become happier and sweeter, and mayest delight
thy palate with the sweetness of the love of God, becoming a
cause of the constancy and steadfastness of the precious friends,
so that the tree of life may bear a fruit, and the prayers of
‘Abdu’l-Baha may produce an effect.
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2 The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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AB10659

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi
Date: 1909-May-25

O thou friend from Iraq! Jinab-i-Naraghi hath, in his letter,
praised that spiritual friend, saying that this youth from Naraq
is attracted to that Beloved of all regions and is bewildered and
enchanted by the Daystar of Illumination. Night and day he is
aflame like unto a candle, and in the remembrance of God he
is a luminary in every gathering.

In any case, from the praise and description of that noble being,
this weak ‘Abdu’l-Baha was moved to excitement and under-
took to pen this graceful letter, that perchance it may bring joy
and the light of divine favors may shine forth and the hearts
of the righteous may become dawning-places of mysteries.

O true friend! The penetration of the Word of God is coursing
through the arteries and veins of the world like unto a spirit,
and the heart of the world is in utmost agitation. Ere long thou
shalt witness that the body of the world of existence shall be
so moved by the power of the spirit that from the intensity of
ecstasy and rapture it shall begin to dance, and with clapping
and stamping of feet shall raise such a melody that the realms
on high shall be stirred to motion.

4 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abbas.
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ABU1714

Words to Mountfort Mills, spoken on 1909-May-26 in Haifa/Akka

There may be speaking from a text taken from the writings,
but it should be written out by the speakers and three days
before the meeting be submitted to the believers for approval.

The provision of submitting a paper before it shall be read at
a meeting refers to newcomers, not to regular speakers at the
meeting. It is to guard against chatterboxes.

In the first place, these meetings are temporary, not permanent,
as an organization. The Mashrak-el-Azkar is the permanent
form. The speaking, though, must be confined to harmonious
form. It may be by either man or women. The essential is faith
and knowledge and one’s spiritual attention should be fixed
upon love and firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant.

You must be careful not to have anyone harmed by speaking.
Suppose some speak not well. Do not oppose him; merely let
him know his speech was not pleasant, no discussion. If a
thing is not pleasing, keep silence. Do not express pleasure.
Opposing causes resistance and that will cause division.

The hour of the meeting may be changed, as it is not the
Mashrak-el-Azkar. It must not conflict with other churches to
the point of dissension. If it incites animosity, change it. The
separate gatherings should be especially for teaching, reunion
and discussion. The general meeting should be wholly devo-
tional in character. If possible, a separate home should be had.
It should be had at the expense of the Temple, —a quiet place,
entirely in the hands of the Cause.

PN_ 1909 p071, PN_ 1909 p081

ABU1704

Words to Mountfort Mills, spoken on 1909-May-26 in Haifa/Akka

In brief, the duties of the Board of Council (Council Board) and
teaching are most important matters; for this is the foundation
of the edifice—teaching with the training of souls; so that every
soul who receives the Message will also be trained. Today is
the day of summoning. After the people become believers and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 32


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1909A.pdf#page=71
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1909A.pdf#page=81

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul) ABU1047

are trained, then we can attend to other matters. To do so
now would be like setting an elaborate table without having
any food. Food must first be prepared.

The people are all asleep. Our first duty is to awaken them.
Their attention is entirely turned away from God and they
must be attracted to the Kingdom. The scroll of Religion
has been rolled together. Materialism has superseded and the
reason is that the spiritual leaders have given up the original
methods of the Prophets and become occupied with their own
desires (?) (own theories of religion and its teaching (7)) They
have no thought save the pleasures and the tastes of this world.
Divine confirmations have been severed from them. They have
become weak and materialists have taken advantage of this
condition.

The first duty is to direct the attention of hearts to God. This
is not possible unless s souls are holy, eloquent and awake day
and night, supplicating and imploring. Turn to the Kingdom
of ABHA, rely upon Him, then unloosen the tongue and speak!
Today only the Word of God can withstand materialism. (In
this connection the Word means the Bounties of the Blessed
Perfection or God).

PN__1909 p080

ABU1047

Words to Mountfort Mills, spoken around 1909-May-26 in Haifa/Akka

These little troubles must not take up your time. They are
the products of egoism, the worst vice of man today. You have
greater work to do.

An executive board is necessary. It may consist of both men
and women; but the House of Justice will be composed of men
only.

As to general protection, the believers are enjoined to look
after one another. If, perchance, one I unfortunately attacked
by accident or a decree of Providence, or is afflicted with a
certain ordeal, they must try to release him from it. This is a
duty.
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Another is the getting ready of hospitals, dispensaries, home
for cripples, schools for educating orphans, etc. It is better for
Bahai children to be educated in Bahai schools.

As to helping one another, this refers to the various pursuits
of life, as commerce, trade, professions, etc. In whatsoever of
these a believer is in need of help, that help should be rendered.
But nobody should ask for this aid; it is the privilege of those
of wealth to do this work; but it is optional. One should not
ask for aid. It is better to die first in the faith. The beloved
of God must be in the utmost state of severance. They must
teach the whole world this sense of severance. How shameful
it is in the sight of God for a person to impose upon another!
Such people must be elevated.

The work must attain such a pitch that should a wealthy person
offer a gift to a poor man, the poor man should feel himself
independent and not accept it. The time must come and the
work get so high that every community will have a box for
charity which may be full to the brim of gold and yet a poor
man will refuse to take any so long as he is able to work for
himself. The work must reach such a pitch.

Now, in Persia many very poor believers will not accept any-
thing from anyone. They are true believers. They want to
serve themselves and to contribute themselves. Poor believers
in Persia never ask of the rich; it is not customary. But the
rich will do this themselves without being asked. In Esphahan
there was a famine and two brothers gave all they had, but no
one asked them.

But the world will reach a state wherein neither absolute
poverty nor great wealth will exist. Giving should be a joy to
the giver, however poor he maybe, or however small his gift.

PN_ 1909 p082

ABU1104

Words to Mountfort Mills, spoken around 1909-May-26 in Haifa/Akka

These council boards are not Houses of Justice. That is a
universal affair to be organized in time by all. Now is not the
time. The man who would build must first get material and
then begin erection. But if he has not right material he cannot
build. This is the time for teaching; you must get material.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 34


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1909A.pdf#page=82

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul) ABU1104

Therefore the board has for its main duty teaching. May it
be confirmed to teach many and thus prepare for the House of
Justice! Tt is a spiritual gathering and should remain such until
political affairs are adjusted. Houses of Justice must attain to
the potency to be such. Abdul-Baha hopes that in time the
Board may attain to a condition like that.

Question: Should the Board be obeyed?

Answer: We have not yet people to obey. Its primary office
is teaching of the House of God. If, however, in the course of
events such matters arise as the care of orphans, printing of
books, building the Temple, etc. they are to be discussed. If
observed in spirituality its functions are holy.

Question: Has the Board any duty to act when it consid-
ers someone is not teaching in accordance with the Word of
Baha’u’llah?

Answer: In such a case the duty of believers is to be kind and
to listen, if the teaching is not destructive, but it should not
be considered the foundation of the Cause. For example, as
we are seated here someone comes in and talks in a way that
does not please us. We should not turn him away, now should
we make his words a foundation for our knowledge. As long as
possible it is the duty of friends not to annoy another friend.
Later the gathering will have a constitution to follow and if
anyone speaks against or without the bounds of that, he will
be told that he is out of our field. He will be told that the
constitution does not permit that yet. This time has not yet
come, however. Now is the time for teaching and getting an
army. Later it can be organized.

Question: Is the duty of the Board to decide whether a certain
teaching is destructive?

Answer: They will be able to judge, but the breach must be
flagrant.

Question: Should we organize into a legal body now, with a
constitution?

Answer: The time for organization is not yet. At present the
work must be entirely spiritual.

PN_1909 p079
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ABU3513

Words to Mountfort Mills, spoken around 1909-May-26 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: Regarding Mr. Woodcock’s talks

Opposition is unnecessary. Here is one who has a lecture to
give. If you like, go; if not, stay away.

You have more important things to consider, such as teaching.

PN__1909 p082

AB00754

To: Arthur S Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1909-May-28

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letter arrived and the
books you sent were received. Convey on my behalf the Most
Glorious Greetings to Mr. Albert R. Windust, Miss Gertrude
Buikema and Miss Mary Lesch. In my moments of leisure
at midnight when I engage in prayer, I will supplicate divine
assistance and bounty on their behalf. Indeed, they have shown
great effort in publishing the tablets.

As to the difference between that material civilization now pre-
vailing, and the divine civilization which will be one of the ben-
efits to derive from the House of Justice, it is this: material
civilization, through the power of punitive and retaliatory laws,
restraineth the people from criminal acts; and notwithstanding
this, while laws to retaliate against and punish a man are con-
tinually proliferating, as ye can see, no laws exist to reward
him. In all the cities of Europe and America, vast buildings
have been erected to serve as jails for the criminals.
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Divine civilization, however, so traineth every member of so-
ciety that no one, with the exception of a negligible few, will
undertake to commit a crime. There is thus a great differ-
ence between the prevention of crime through measures that
are violent and retaliatory, and so training the people, and en-
lightening them, and spiritualizing them, that without any fear
of punishment or vengeance to come, they will shun all crimi-
nal acts. They will, indeed, look upon the very commission of
a crime as a great disgrace and in itself the harshest of punish-
ments. They will become enamored of human perfections, and
will consecrate their lives to whatever will bring light to the
world and will further those qualities which are acceptable at
the Holy Threshold of God.

See then how wide is the difference between material civiliza-
tion and divine. With force and punishments, material civiliza-
tion seeketh to restrain the people from mischief, from inflicting
harm on society and committing crimes. But in a divine civ-
ilization, the individual is so conditioned that with no fear of
punishment, he shunneth the perpetration of crimes, seeth the
crime itself as the severest of torments, and with alacrity and
joy, setteth himself to acquiring the virtues of humankind, to
furthering human progress, and to spreading light across the
world.

O Lord! Draw near the American friends to the Abha Kingdom
and cause their deeds and actions to conform to the counsels
and exhortations recorded in the Tablets. Make them firm in
Thy love and steadfast in Thy Cause. Make them attracted to
the Baha’i Beauty and grant them infinite joy and enthusiasm.
Bestow upon them firm steps and heavenly power that they
may arise to serve Thee and spread the signs of the Kingdom.
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Glorious, the Kind, the
All-Seeing. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

Convey on my behalf the Most Glorious Greetings to Mr. and
Mrs. MacNutt, and upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SWAB#105x,
SW_ v07#15 p.134x, SW

BSW#18.04x, SW_v02#03 p.003-004, SW_v07#07 p.055x,
v14#05 p.146x, BSTW#299
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To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909-May-29

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The hope from the Peerless
Beloved is that the unique wanderer may be protected and
at rest under the sheltering shade of the Glorious Lord. It has
been some time that we have not received the expected news
from you. Sometimes you write letters to Mr. Manshadi which
he forwards, providing drops of water to thirsty hearts. A few
days ago a telegram was sent through Mr. Manshadi inquiring
about your condition, but no reply has yet arrived.

The book that you sent last year was printed in Tehran in
very beautiful calligraphy and was distributed throughout Iran.
Everyone read it day and night with utmost joy and delight,
and all are awaiting the second volume as promised, but due to
preoccupations it has not yet appeared. In truth, that treatise
is an adequate and sufficient eternal book that will forever
be the cause of eternal fame and renown and the source of
illumination of one’s countenance in the divine world. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha arranged for its printing and publication in Tehran in
the midst of tribulations. Observe how much importance He
gave it. A copy was sent to you but you did not acknowledge
its receipt.

O dear one, thank God that you have arisen to serve the Beauty
of Abha and are a servant and devotee of that Kind Beloved.
This is what endures and persists. In this world thousands
of politicians came and went and published many important
publications on earth, and now you find neither mention nor
trace of them.

Malkam Khan, upon him be mercy and contentment, spent
fifty years publishing political writings and filled Iran with the
newspaper Qanun and became the founder of the awakening
of minds. Finally others came and raised an uproar, and the
result of his fifty years of toil and wandering and homelessness
was that when he fell severely ill, what he wrote and desired -
that one of his Iranian friends be present at his death to hear
the last wishes of that wanderer - did not come to pass. He
died in a hotel in utter despair and disappointment, complain-
ing about his Iranian friends. May God have mercy upon him.
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In truth, that poor soul was deprived of high office and the ti-
tle Nizam al-Dawlih and honor and prosperity in Iran, gained
nothing in the political world and saw no fruit, did not attain
the fame that was his utmost desire, and left this world disap-
pointed and sorrowful while each of the republicans considered
himself greater than him.
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AB12237

To: Mashhadi Rida et al., in Qum
Date: 1909-May-29

O steadfast and firm friends! The letter you had penned be-
came the cause of attraction and rapture of hearts. It was ev-
idence of the faith and certitude, and proof of the tranquility
and assurance, of the friends in that region who were repeat-
edly subjected to tests and exposed to trials. They are tested
believers who have endured severe tribulations and tasted the
bitterness of the reproach and derision of enemies. Despite
this, they possess a firm step and a steadfast heart, and this
is purely through the bounty of the Ancient Lord and among
the greatest gifts of the Manifest Light.

> Thanks be to God that He has trained such friends and raised
up such souls beneath the shade of the Word of Unity, who
freely sacrifice their wealth, lives, name and fame in the path of
that Kind Beloved. Therefore, the confirmations of the Abha
Kingdom encompass those souls, and the praise of the Con-
course on High gladdens their hearts.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

O my God! O my God! These are the company of truth and the
band of those firm in the Covenant, the guardians of the Tes-
tament in all regions, who supplicate to Thee at eventide and
at dawn, who flee from the croaking ones to aid the Covenant,
whose faces shall be radiant on the Day of Meeting. Lord!
Make them of goodly character, bearers of Thy Word among
the people of concord. Verily, Thou art the Confirmer, the
Helper, the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB11862

To: Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1909-May-29

Your letter was received. Regarding Jalalu’d-Dawlih and other
Iranian wanderers, show the utmost consideration and kind-
ness as much as possible.

> You had written that at the home of Mumtazu’s-Saltanih, the
Minister Mumtazu’d-Dawlih had asked why the Baha’is do not
help and assist the constitutionalists. You had responded very
well - well done!

3 The purpose of the Baha’is is to raise high the banner of the
Most Great Peace and to eliminate the foundation of war and
strife from all horizons, to bring all different nations and peo-
ples under the shade of God’s unified tabernacle, and to erase
racial, national, religious, sectarian and political prejudices
from the tablet of the world - so that all regions become one
region, all races become one race, and all nations become one
nation, until the world of creation finds rest.

1 Given these lofty aims, how can they sully themselves with
these conflicts and disputes which are but the playthings of po-
litical figures? His Excellency Mumtazu’d-Dawlih knows that
all this strife and conflict stems from the personal motives of
a limited number of people on both sides - there is absolutely
no pure intention involved. Given this, how can the Baha'’is
intervene?

5 Convey the most wonderful Abha greetings to the handmaid of
Baha, Mrs. Clifford Barney, and likewise to the other friends.
And upon you be glory.

BRL__ATE#095x, BSW+#16.01x
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AB05303

To: Ardishir Rustam Khan et al.
Date: 1909-May-29

O lover of kindness! This dark and narrow dustheap and hu-
manity wandering within it homeless and destitute - therefore
the wise one does not attach their heart and the seeing one
does not approve of attachment. The royal falcon soaring in
recognition seeks the prey of supplication, and the heavenly
bird yearns for the eternal nest.

Praise be to God that the luminous morn has dawned and
divine guidance has arrived, the merciful rays have shone forth
and heavenly bounties have appeared. The time has come for
the Persian friends to arise to serve the heavenly Faith, to
become guides for the lost ones, to become refuge and shelter
for the helpless, and to follow the path of their ancestors.

O Ardeshir Khusraw, be grateful that you have reached this
threshold and found your way to this court. You have laid your
head at the circumambulating-point of the Concourse on High
and asked for what you desired. My hope is that you will raise
the banner of truth and friendship and become the cause of
awakening and awareness of the heedless ones. May your soul
be happy.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05234

To: Rustam Bahram et al.
Date: 1909-May-29

O lovers of the Kind Beloved! How wonderful, how wonderful
that on this auspicious day you have awakened and become
conscious, and attained the honor of meeting! You have rent
asunder the veil and severed attachment to vain imaginings.
You have heard the divine call and drunk from the endless
fountain of bounty. You have tasted the honey of heavenly
bestowal and taken wing to the rose-garden of mystical knowl-
edge. This is the grace and bounty of the Lord of creation,
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and this is the adornment and ornament of the people of in-
sight, and this is the peerless pearl in the embrace of rest and
tranquility. Praise be to God that you have partaken of and
immersed yourselves in this boundless ocean.

2 O Lord! A cherished handmaiden has hastened to Thy thresh-
old and departed this world in hope. O God, guide all to the
rose-garden and bring kind Bahram into the heavenly realm,
and make Mihrban-Bahram drink the sweet wine of pardon

and forgiveness. Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, and the
Kind One.
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AB00485

To: Unknown, in Nayriz
Date: 1909-May-30

May the light emanating and the glory radiating from the Sun
of Truth, which bestows grace from the Abha Kingdom, rest
upon you!

O martyrs and manifestations of the Love of God, O noble
and pious ones, Verily, you were sacrificed in the Path of God.
I testify that you are signs of guidance and the embodiment
of words of virtue and stars made manifest on the Supreme
Horizon and resplendent lights reflected in the realm of the
Most Exalted Example and tall trees in the heavenly paradise
and birds warbling in the Garden of Sacrifice and lions roaring
in the groves of loyalty and fish swimming in the pools of the
Most Glorious Heaven. Blessed are ye for as soon as you heard
the call you responded with prayer, took sanctuary in the Most
Peaceful Refuge, called upon your Supreme Lord, frequented
the friends and hated not the enemies. You strengthened your
loins in obedience to the Manifest Lord and rose to serve the
Cause of God with hearts overflowing with joy. You fulfilled
your pledges to your Cherished Lord with utter submissiveness
and humility with tearful and prayerful hearts to the point that
your voice was heard and your fame was spread throughout
the world. Your hearts were filled with assurance through the
confirmations of the Lord of Splendor. Your souls, attracted
to the Glorious Beauty desired to be at that Hallowed Place
of Martyrdom.
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Fagerly yearning to behold your Lord, you took hold of His
mantle and said: Destine for us,O our Lord, the cup overflow-
ing with the wine of martyrdom. Intoxicate us with that pure
wine and honor us with that immense bounty while we are in-
jured by the arrows and fallen on the ground our blood is shed
and our bodies are cut to pieces.

So, the Lord of the Lofty Heavens destined for you the achieve-
ment of salvation, grace and bliss and allowed you to attain the
greatest hope. Consequently the jealous and hostile crowd as-
saulted you in a multi-pronged attack. This ruthless mass scat-
tered you, murdering and plundering, using their own hands
to seize and rend asunder your hearts and organs. They shot
their arrows at you, aimed their bayonets at you and shed
your blood. They feared not their Lord, the Unconstrained,
the Avenger and the Almighty.

O, radiant lights, glimmering moons, clear and comprehensible
suns! I know not how to mention your immense calamity nor
how to lament and explain the mystery of thy great suffering.
Verily, eyes are shedding tears hearts are broken with intense
pain and souls are certainly sorrowful as the greatest of disas-
ters hath struck you. Thus, in this great calamity hearts are
aflame, tears are flowing. Verily patience hath ended. May my
soul be a sacrifice for you May my being be offered up for you.

; My soul has yearned for death in this calamity, however, you

have received that excellent chalice, have achieved nearness to
the Divine Mercy, have found a place for retreat under the far
stretched celestial shadow, have obtained such a lofty station,
have attained the presence of the Loving Lord and ascended
into the Orb of Effulgence shining bright with the Light of the
Glorious Beauty, intoxicated with the Wine of Union and real-
ized eternal life that hath no parallel. I beg God to make your
blood a cause of propagation of the scriptures of God, the man-
ifestation of divine mysteries, the diffusion of His light in other
countries, to bless whosoever makes a pilgrimage, whosoever
visits the pure dust of your remains, whosoever breathes the
fragrant sacred perfume of your sweet smelling tombs, whether
those who have gone before or those who will come in the here-
after.

O God! My God! Destine for me this lofty station. Bestow
upon me that brilliant cup. Give me to drink from the pure
wine of that glorious martyrdom, the wine that is sweeter and
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more delicious than Tasnim and Salsabil: O divine wine of the
Remembrance of God. Allow me to join those martyrs and
deprive me not of Thy favors except for such as those who are
nigh unto thee from amongst the noble ones. Verily, thou art
the Bounteous and verily thou art the Possessor of Boundless
Grace.

;. Some blessed souls should recite this tablet with utmost res-
ignation and humility at the resting place of the martyrs, on
behalf of ‘Abduil-Baha.
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AB06695

To: Fadl Ali Shamsabadi
Date: 1909-May-30

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and supplication was made at the Threshold of Oneness that
the means of comfort and tranquility of heart and soul be pre-
pared for thee. Attachment to this world is not permitted, and
immersion in this sea is not necessary. It behoveth one, with
utter severance, to attach oneself unto God, so that comfort
of soul, tranquility of heart, freedom of spirit and assurance of
self may be attained. For these few days of life, sorrow and
grief and frustration are not permitted. How excellent is what
was said:

“These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass

Once again days sweet as sugar shall come.”

Through God’s grace, I also seek worldly comfort for thee. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muhammad Hasan Khan

Date: 1909-May-30

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

Praise be to God, thou hast an eloquent speech and fluent
utterance. Thou seekest a pure and holy heart and a soul
rejoicing in the glorious Kingdom. Thou pursuest attention to
the Beauty of Abha and attachment to the hem of His grandeur.
Know thou with certainty that such souls are confirmed and
assisted.

In any case, turn thy attention to the Kingdom of Abha and
seek victory and triumph from the Supreme Lord, so that thou
mayest find the doors opened and attain repose in the cave of
divine protection and preservation.

Make His Holiness Mansur joyous and give him the glad-tidings
of abundant grace, for the Forgiving Lord is the confirmer of
His Holiness Mansur.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Sayful-Atiba
Date: 1909-May-51

O wandering friend! Praise be to God that in wandering you
have a companion, and despite separation you are near. Yet
your wandering is for a brief time, while this Wronged One has
been a wanderer from the beginning of life until now and re-
mains so. This wandering will, God willing, become the cause
of freedom. Such is the hope.

I have not forgotten you and will not forget you. That brief
time of meeting with you is ever before my eyes, and that kind
friend is before my sight. The hope for attaining the fruit and
continuous meeting is not dependent or conditional, for if stone
and clay were to melt in fire for a thousand years it would have
no effect, while the lamp’s wick immediately blazes forth upon
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merely touching the fire. This brief connection of the wick is
greater than a thousand years’ connection of stone.

In any case, I hope that you will derive illumination from the
station of “its oil would almost glow even if untouched by fire.”
This is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth, and God is the possessor of great grace.

“Has not the time come for those who believe that their hearts
should become humble at the remembrance of God?” Blessed
is he who says: “Yes, O my Lord, the time has come and
arrived.”

The days of life will end - comfort and difficulty, glory and
abasement, wealth and poverty will all terminate, but the di-
vine edifice shall remain and heavenly souls shall find their
way to the divine pavilion and shine forth from the horizon
of inner meanings and realities with infinite lights. Ask God
that you may become intoxicated with this wine and become
a wine-worshipper in this tavern.

Therefore extract what you desire in the name of thy Lord,
the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate. And upon you
be greetings and praise.

P oyl ol o) 8L i)); Bl u*"‘ bﬁc'

Cwl 2l ylos 01580 ) VE" A
Jsesa izl plee 3l s eolsdel o0l
B b r S5 Gl aplined b )

G B 5 o 6 w22 OVl Gl 0L )
Ol 5 SN, L L J o

Sl Ciday Sl ey 0L B oL
Ok ds 353 g S 5 @y SIS
dab oy (A ONgl Gl rss 5 aile BL A
Az y (Plasl gl Gl o > 3315
5 S Cane g ol oyl 5 ol g2 lus 3l

LSJf iy 2 aleat ol o

s o Kl e s
T, el e

MMEK 64544
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1909-May-51

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated the
11th of Jamadi’l-Avval 1327 was received, along with the letter
from the Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz, the contribution reg-
ister for Shiraz and other localities for the oppressed ones of
Nayriz and the families of the martyrs, and the receipts are
being sent. Praise be to God, both letters indicated strength
of steadfastness in the Blessed Cause. Today, firmness and
steadfastness in the Cause of God is the attractive force of the
confirmations of the Kingdom of God.

Thou hadst asked about the meaning of a verse from the Most
Holy Book and requested a clear explanation. Although this
servant submitted his resignation from being an interpreter of
the Book at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty - for
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praise be to God, there are mujtahids present who have the
power and capacity to derive laws from the Book and there is
no need for ‘Abdu’l-Baha - yet solely for thy sake, the expla-
nation of this blessed verse is given: The residence and special
clothing belong to the eldest son, meaning the most senior off-
spring of the deceased, not to all male offspring.

The draft for eight guineas which thou hadst sent through
Aqa Mirza Jalal Afnan was received. The glad tidings of the
attraction of the hearts of the friends in Shiraz made the friends
supremely thankful at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty, as
intimate companions. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Curnuck, Florence S et al., in Brooklyn
Date: 1909-May-51

... Today the banner of the unity of the Covenant is raised high
and the connection between hearts is firm. As much as you are
able, expound the mysteries of the Covenant and Testament,
that the lights of the Lord of the Covenant may shine forth. If
a soul becomes truly attracted to God as it ought and should,
and becomes filled with the mysteries of the Kingdom, it will
surely receive illumination from the Sun of Truth, the light of
Baha’u’llah.

O people of firmness and steadfastness! Strive with heart and
soul to achieve complete establishment in the Kingdom and to
resist the world of limitations through the outpouring power
from the realm of glory. For the darkness of the world of na-
ture is intense; until the light of the Most Glorious Kingdom
encompasses all, the bright morn of reality will not shine forth
from the darkness of the natural world.

The Lord of Hosts has appeared with the powers of the King-
dom. His world-conquering armies are heavenly characteris-
tics, human virtues, and divine perfections. The Lord of Hosts
has launched His attack with this army and is engaged in con-
quest in both East and West. The manifestations of this power
are the loved ones of God. Therefore, in this blessed age and
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mighty century, they must adopt a course of action that rep-  *awdis w\, 5y 3 Sl th w\ by &
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exalted station is conditional upon and dependent on firmness
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Words spoken at the sea shore in June 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Is the concept of the 'Prophet’ synonymous with that of a Manifestation’?

Seventeenth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz,
Stuttgart.

From two conversations of the Master with Miss St. and Dr.
F. concerning prophets, prophecy and their significance for
mankind.

Place: Sea shore.

Time: June 1910 before and after sunset.
Persons: Small circle of Baha’is and friends.
Language: Arabic with English translation.

Miss St.: “Master, is the concept of the ‘Prophet’ synonymous
with that of a ‘Manifestation’?”

Master: “Yes and no, namely: each Manifestation has His
prophetic mission and His prophetic character, but not each
Prophet is at the same time a Manifestation. This, my friends,
will immediately be shown, when we look at some of the
Prophets and Manifestations separately.

The word ‘prophetes’ is from the Greek and means literally
the ‘predictor’. Many people therefore think that a Prophet
is a Seer Who prophesies the future, because He foresees the
future. The Prophet, however, is more than a Seer, it is true
that each Prophet has visions far into the future, but beyond
this He is the Announcer and Expounder of the Word of God.

The best-known Prophets are the Israelite ones from the Old
Testament. The Israelites or Hebrews are a Semitic family. In
the Arabic language the original Semitic type has been pre-
served in its purest form, and what Sanskrit is to research into
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an Indo-Germanic language, Arabic is for the Semitic ones.
(Assyrian, Babylonian, Aramaic, Hebrew, Arabic). In the Ara-
bic the Prophet is called ‘Nabi’, from the root naba’ = an-
nounce. The announcer, the agent of a third party, is called
nabba’a or anba’a or in brief nabi (nebi). A ‘Nabi-Prophet’
therefore does not say anything of Himself, anything of His
own, but what Another, Higher One inspires Him with, in brief,
what He is charged with by God the All-Highest. The Prophet-
Nabi appears as a Messenger of God in His name and at His
bidding. He is the instrument of the All-Highest, the ‘mouth-
piece’ of God (see Jer. 15:19 Old Testament). The Prophet-
Nabi is able to understand the obscure divine Revelations and,
if He wills, to explain and make them comprehensible to an
ordinary mortal (see Pindar among the Greeks). Visions, ec-
stasy, miracles, are not the characteristics of the Prophet, of
the Nabi, but the fact that He, as the Inspirer, and at the same
time as the Interpreter of God, conveys His Message and Com-
mand, regardless of whether it revolves about the present or the
future. Among the ancient peoples, the Babylonians and As-
syrians, the prophets were primarily visionary ecstatics! (See
for example the prophets of Baal on the Carmel under Ahab
and Jezebel). Into this category belong also the Indian fakirs,
the dancing and howling dervishes of the Sunnis, the begging
dervishes of the Shiahs etc.

A Prophet, ‘Nabi’, in the Arabic meaning is, however, far
more than a visionary, a magician, an ecstatic! All our great
Prophets from Noah to Moses, from Christ and Muhammad
down to the Holy Ones of our days, the Bab and the Perfect
Beauty of Baha'u’llah - to name but the most great - have rec-
ognized God in history, They have placed all temporal things
in an eternal context, They have measured Their era and its
occurrences with a divine, eternal standard. All true and great
Prophets demanded pure worship of God and equitable judg-
ment; They, as the embodied Voice of God, have clearly testi-
fied to the Will and the Plans of God, the Creator, to Their
contemporaries and beyond, to all people of Their age and for
the future, They have expounded the Word of God and have
demanded and commanded obedience.

Upheavals and catastrophes in world history have always been
announced by Prophets (Nabi), were interpreted and explained
by Them to the people, in order to show the right path to them
(the people), so that they could safely find their way through
the catastrophes and into a better future! In this sense the
true Nabi prophesies the future to His own. The people have
correctly recognized the Prophets (Nabi) as the ‘stormy petrels’
of world history.
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If the true Prophets (Nabi) represent the embodied Voice of
God, They are at the same time the embodied conscience of
the people. Better than the word ‘embodiment’ would be
the concept of the ‘Manifestation’. Already His Holiness the
Bab said: According to the doctrine of the Return (raj’a) the
Prophets are always the same Man and to this I (the Bab) can
testify: ‘That which spoke in the Prophets of the past, now
speaks in Me and will after Me speak in “Man Yu?hiruhu’llah”
(Baha'u’llah), for there is no final end of manifestation’. In-
stead of Manifestation of God one can also speak of a Re-
flection of God. Already in the Bayan (Book of Laws of the
Bab) the nineteen disciples of His Holiness the Bab are named
‘mir’atu’llah’ (mirrors of God), even more clearly His Holiness
the Bab is called the ‘Mirror of the Breath (Logos) of God’. Al-
ready the Greek philosopher Plotinus said: ‘The relationship
of the Creator to the creation is and will remain inconceiv-
able’, one can best bring it close to human understanding by
denoting the Creator as the Sun of light and warmth, and the
first creature, Man in His potency, i.e. the Prophet (Nabi),
as the Reflection of the Godhead. The true Prophet (Nabi)
is also the embodied Voice of God, the earthly Manifestation,
the Reflection of the Light of the Creator.” Allah-u-Abha.

It has become late, the guests take their leave, shortly after-
wards the Master leaves too, accompanied by His Baha'is.

SDW v12#02 p.014-015

ABUO0376

Words spoken on Mt Carmel in June 1909 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: What has the Prophet of the Baha’i Faith ordained about the educational system
of the Baha’is?

Fifteenth letter from Mrs. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart

Utterances of the Master concerning the importance of a good
education for children.

Place: House of a Persian Baha’i on the slope of Mount Carmel.

Time: June 1909 late in the afternoon.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 50


https://file.bahai.media/7/7f/Sonne_der_Wahrheit_Jg_12_Nr_02.pdf#page=4

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul) ABU0376

Present: Apart from the Master and His Persian entourage,
one American with his wife (tourists) and two Germans (pass-
ing through).

The American, who is a non-Baha’i himself but has a cousin
living in Chicago who is said to be an ardent Baha’i, asks
the Master: “Sir, what has the Prophet of the Baha’i Faith
ordained about the educational system of the Baha’is?”

The Master: “The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah has stressed
in all His Holy Writings, in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, in the Ishraqat,
in the Kalimat-i-Firdawsiyyih, in the Law?-i-Bisharat etc, in
brief in all His glorious Revelations, the necessity for a well-
directed educational system for boys and girls, rich and poor.
His Blessed Perfection, Baha’u’llah, particularly taught in the
sixties of the last century the high value of the educational
system for training an efficient class of officials in Persia, in
Turkey, in the countries of the East in general. The officials,
small and great, higher and lower, are the main pillars of the
state. Consider the well-ordered states of the West, like Eng-
land, Germany, Switzerland etc, to name but a few, they enjoy
the blessing of an ordered, educated and dependable class of
officials. The leader (old Hardegg, died 1878, Haifa) of the
Wiirttemberg colonists in Haifa, once told us during one of
his welcome visits in ‘Akka that the great statesman of the
Germans, Bismarck, is said to have exclaimed: ‘The victorious
war of 70/71 was actually won by the “German school-master”!’
This is a profound statement: “What the soldier is in war, the
official is in peace! What use is a good Caliph, if from the
Vazir down to the lowliest gatekeeper of the palace (janitor)
all officials are ignorant and unreliable? Ignorance lets arro-
gance and corruptibility sprout like weeds. But we need not
only lessons and knowledge, we need, even more, education
and character training. We Baha’is say: By nature man is
not an unalterable entity with bad or good tendencies or with
a more positive or more negative mixture of tendencies. The
great Rousseau maintained - despite knowledge of his own self
(Les Confessions = his famous description of his life) - that
man is by nature an uncorrupted being with good qualities,
whose education should consist only of guiding and protect-
ing. Instruction was to fill the mind with knowledge, and the
character need only be cared for, to keep all obstacles from it,
after which one could be sure of an educated, efficient man full
of character. It is equally false when the Christian mission-
aries place the whole emphasis on original sin, consider man
as impure and corrupted from the time in the mother’s womb,
and when they, as the ‘instrument of the Almighty’, expect all
salvation from their schooling and training of the small sinner.
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Rather we see, from the plant to man, a certain number of
potentialities, powers, of talents which mature and die dur-
ing their development, which either adapt to the laws of the
environment or transcend their environment, overcome it or
succumb to it. For example, not all cats are alike, although
they belong to the same feline family. One cat develops into
the most delightful, tame household pet, another may start out
in this direction, but soon it will run wild and become a real
wildcat of the woods. Same beginning, unequal development
and totally different end.

In training mankind we must especially keep in mind: 1. The
inherent capacity of an individual, the hereditary factor, is an
unknown entity for the educator and teacher. 2. Not quite so
obscure and mysterious are the moulding powers of the envi-
ronment in which man grows up, in which he - according to
the decree of God - was born.

The environment consists of one’s home country (ground, cli-
mate, water etc). More important is the family, the profes-
sional class, the social conditions, degree of communication, in
brief the human environment of the child. What we do know
of each child, even of a foundling, is the sex and to some ex-
tent its constitution. As the teacher is least of all able to judge
the heredity, the hereditary factors, of his pupil and will only
be able to understand them in the course of many years, he
should set his lessons and particularly his educational ways
and means according to the goal of education. The goal is to
make the child, the human being, into a citizen of the Kingdom
of God. A human being with goals beyond the transient will
always be a good citizen for the authorities and for his fellow
citizens! The ideal man should be at home in two worlds, in
the material, earthly home, and in the world of divine thoughts,
the eternal goals in the ‘Malakut-i-Allah’ = in the Kingdom
of God. With such education and training, where the real
and ideal become equally important, the teacher and educator
should continuously consider the factors of the environment
(milieu) of the pupil and should nurture and protect him, re-
move obstacles or put them in place, depending on whether he
is to expect salvation or calamity, strengthening or weakening,
benefit or damage from the environment of the child. - Thus
wills the Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah! The sun is descend-
ing to sea-level, it is time for the third prayer (evening prayer).
Allah-u-Abha.”

The Master retires, the guests prepare to leave.

SDW v11#12 p.134-135
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To: Baha’is Of Tihran, et al.
Date: 1909-06 ca.

O ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! The pilgrim hath
made mention of each one of you, and hath asked for a separate
letter addressed to each, but this wanderer in the wilderness
of God’s love is withheld from correspondence by a thousand
preoccupations and concerns; and since out of the easts and
the wests of the earth there poureth a mounting flood of letters
upon him, it would be impossible to send a separate letter to
each one, wherefore this one letter is addressed to each of you,
that it may, as sealed wine, rejoice your souls and warm your
hearts.

O ye steadfast loved ones! The grace of God is beating down
upon mankind, even as the rains in spring, and the rays of the

manifest Light have made this earth to be the envy of heaven.

But alas, the blind are deprived of this bounty, the heedless
are closed off from it, the withered despair of it, the faded
are dying away — so that even as flooding waters, this endless
stream of grace passeth back into its primal source in a hidden

sea. Only a few receive this grace and take their share of it.

Wherefore, let us put our hopes in whatever the strong arm of
the Beloved can bring about.

We trust that in a time to come the slumberers will waken,
and the heedless will be made aware, and the excluded will
become initiates in the mysteries. Now must the friends work
on with heart and soul and put forth a mighty effort, until the
ramparts of dissension are toppled down and the glories of the
oneness of humanity lead all to unity.

Today the one overriding need is unity and harmony among
the beloved of the Lord, for they should have among them but
one heart and soul and should, so far as in them lieth, unitedly
withstand the hostility of all the peoples of the world; they
must bring to an end the benighted prejudices of all nations
and religions and must make known to every member of the
human race that all are the leaves of one branch, the fruits of
one bough.

Until such time, however, as the friends establish perfect unity
among themselves, how can they summon others to harmony
and peace?

“That soul which hath itself not come alive, Can it then hope
another to revive?”
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Reflect ye as to other than human forms of life and be ye
admonished thereby: those clouds that drift apart cannot pro-
duce the bounty of the rain, and are soon lost; a flock of sheep,
once scattered, falleth prey to the wolf, and birds that fly alone
will be caught fast in the claws of the hawk. What greater
demonstration could there be that unity leadeth to flourish-
ing life, while dissension and withdrawing from the others, will
lead only to misery; for these are the sure ways to bitter dis-
appointment and ruin.

The holy Manifestations of God were sent down to make visi-
ble the oneness of humanity. For this did They endure unnum-
bered ills and tribulations, that a community from amongst
mankind’s divergent peoples could gather within the shadow
of the Word of God and live as one, and could, with delight and
grace, demonstrate on earth the unity of humankind. There-
fore must the desire of the friends be this, to bring together
and unify all peoples, that all may receive a generous drink
of this pure wine from this cup that is “tempered at the cam-
phor fountain.” Let them make the differing populations to
be as one and induce the hostile and murderous kindreds of
the earth to love one another instead. Let them loose from
their shackles the captives of sensual desires and cause the ex-
cluded to become intimates of the mysteries. Let them give
to the bereft a share of the blessings of these days; let them
guide the portionless to inexhaustible treasure. This grace can
come about through words and ways and deeds that are of the
Unseen Kingdom but, lacking such, it can never be.

The confirmations of God are the surety for these blessings; the
sacred bounty of God bestoweth these great gifts. The friends
of God are supported by the Kingdom on high and they win
their victories through the massed armies of the most great
guidance. Thus for them every difficulty will be made smooth,
every problem will most easily be solved.

Note ye how easily, where unity existeth in a given family,
the affairs of that family are conducted; what progress the
members of that family make, how they prosper in the world.
Their concerns are in order, they enjoy comfort and tranquillity,
they are secure, their position is assured, they come to be
envied by all. Such a family but addeth to its stature and its
lasting honor, as day succeedeth day. And if we widen out the
sphere of unity a little to include the inhabitants of a village
who seek to be loving and united, who associate with and are
kind to one another, what great advances they will be seen
to make, how secure and protected they will be. Then let us
widen out the sphere a little more, let us take the inhabitants
of a city, all of them together: if they establish the strongest
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bonds of unity among themselves, how far they will progress,
even in a brief period, and what power they will exert. And
if the sphere of unity be still further widened out, that is, if
the inhabitants of a whole country develop peaceable hearts,
and if with all their hearts and souls they yearn to cooperate
with one another and to live in unity, and if they become kind
and loving to one another, that country will achieve undying
joy and lasting glory. Peace will it have, and plenty, and vast
wealth.

Note then: if every clan, tribe, community, every nation, coun-
try, territory on earth should come together under the single-
hued pavilion of the oneness of mankind, and by the dazzling
rays of the Sun of Truth should proclaim the universality of
man; if they should cause all nations and all creeds to open
wide their arms to one another, establish a World Council,
and proceed to bind the members of society one to another
by strong mutual ties, what would happen then? There is no
doubt whatsoever that the divine Beloved, in all His endearing
beauty, and with Him a massive host of heavenly confirmations
and human blessings and bestowals, would appear in His full
glory before the assemblage of the world.

Wherefore, O ye beloved of the Lord, bestir yourselves, do all
in your power to be as one, to live in peace, each with the
others: for ye are all the drops from but one ocean, the foliage
of one tree, the pearls from a single shell, the flowers and sweet
herbs from the same one garden. And achieving that, strive ye
to unite the hearts of those who follow other faiths.

For one another must ye give up even life itself. To every
human being must ye be infinitely kind. Call none a stranger;
think none to be your foe. Be ye as if all men were your close
kin and honored friends. Walk ye in such wise that this fleeting
world will change into a splendor and this dismal heap of dust
become a palace of delights. Such is the counsel of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, this hapless servant.

SWAB#221, BSW#15.34x, LOG#0731x
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To: Kalimi, Mihdi Khan et al.,
Date: 1909-Jun-01

in Lahijan

O divine friends! Lahijan had life and excitement. It struck a
luminous flame, the fire of love blazed forth and burned away
the veils of idle fancies. Pure souls became radiant and hearts
raised up a heart-burning melody. The feast of fellowship was
adorned and the festival of love continued day and night, until
an oppressive wind blew and raised up dust, and a severe com-
motion arose. The friends became distraught, and the lovers,
once united, became scattered and dispirited.

But the invisible Hand is at work and divine aid and grace
are clear and evident. In the path of faithfulness one must en-
dure unfaithfulness, and not flee the field at sword and arrow.
One must plant firm steps and make steadfast the heart, and
demonstrate clearly to the world that the faithful are not hurt
by faithlessness, and lovers of the Friend’s face do not wither
at the oppression of the hateful ones. Rather, the intensity
of cruelty causes faithfulness to appear, and patience and for-
bearance testify to the truth of love and devotion. True lovers
count the poison of annihilation as the honey of immortality,
and know the bitter cup as a sweet chalice.

3 Therefore this is the time for fellowship and love and intimacy
and friendship. So arrange the feast of intimacy and prepare
the celebration of the manifestation of the outpourings of the
Holy Spirit. Let each become a wondrous musician, tune the
harp of the Most Great Glad-Tidings, and with lute and string
begin the melody of the love of God. Raise such rapture that
from the sweet fragrances of your gatherings the nostrils of this
yearning one become perfumed, and through the sweetness of
your love his palate becomes honeyed.

My God, my God! These are servants who have detached them-
selves from the world and been attracted by the breathings of
the Holy Spirit from the Supreme Horizon, and been set ablaze
with the fire of Thy love amongst all peoples, and turned to-
ward the Kingdom on high, and longed to strive in the field
of sacrifice out of love for Thy luminous countenance, and fell
prostrate and bowing, and arose in servitude at Thy Most Ex-
alted Threshold, and endured every hardship and tribulation,
and did not weaken or falter at the attack of the wretched ones,
but rather cried out with the cry of the yearning ones saying
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“May my spirit be a sacrifice for Thee, O Beloved of the faith-
ful!” My Lord, ordain for them every good in the hereafter
and the former life, preserve them in the protection of Thy
safekeeping, and guard them with the eye of Thy preservation
and shelter. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

J&A’er‘f'\)&“bu}’”é
%)u;uﬂ\f)\ﬂﬂ\v\&\&:

MMK3#213 p.153

AB02632

To: Ardishir Shahriyar, in Bombay
Date: 1909-Jun-01

O Ardishir, kind friend! Ardishir the renowned renewed the
kingship of Iran and re-established the throne of sovereignty of
his ancestors. For from the time of Alexander the Greek until
the emergence of Ardishir, Iran was in ruins and under the
dominion and aggression of foreigners. Although outwardly
there were local kings, in reality Iran was under the influence
and control of ill-wishers.

When Ardishir came to the field, he laid anew the founda-
tion of sovereignty and raised high the palace of Iran’s glory
and nobility. He reopened the court of justice and fairness
and drove the court of foreigners from Iran. He raised high
the canopy and banner and prepared armies and retinues. He
brought peace to the country and re-established Iran’s ancient
greatness, sovereignty and glory.

Now you share the name of that noble one, so raise high your
ambition and seek an illustrious purpose. Make your charge
in this field and with the polo stick of confirmations, snatch
away the ball of precedence and victory. Become enamored of
the celestial Beloved and become mad for that hidden Friend.
Strive with heart and soul until you bring Iran and Iranians to
life and adorn heart and soul with heavenly grace.

Become the candle of the gathering, become the morning star
of guidance, become a fruitful tree, and in this stream become a
free cypress. Become a sugar-breaking parrot and become the
nightingale of meanings in this rose garden. Raise the cry of
unity and explain spiritual stations. ‘Abdu’l-Baha wishes for
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you to become a spiritual Ardishir and conquer the celestial
realm. May your soul be happy.
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To: Nush, in Bombay
Date: 1909-Jun-01

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The eloquent verses and

novel poetry, which flowed like pure crystal water, were noted.

When I reached the mention of the Ancient Beauty, I was filled
with utmost joy that this nightingale of inner meanings had
raised such a melody in the rose garden of divine realities and
mysteries that it brought the people of the Kingdom into a
state of ecstasy and delight. He has taken the cup of sweet
wine in hand and poured the wine of joy into the mouths of
the longing ones, and turned thorns into honey. He has become
a melodious bird and composed a wondrous song and created
a new melody that has brought the birds of the meadow into
a state of ecstasy and delight. Involuntarily this verse of Sa’di
came to mind:

Where is this musician from, who spoke the Beloved’s name,

That I may sacrifice my soul and garment for the Beloved’s
message?

In any case, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s wish is that this dawn-bird may at
every moment compose odes and praises like hidden pearls in
glorification and praise of the Most Great and Most Glorious
One, and utter praises and attributes of the Greatest Name
(may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones). Convey to all
the friends on my behalf the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious
greetings.
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To: Howard Macnutt, in New York
Date: 1909-Jun-02

O thou herald of the Kingdom of God!

Thy detailed letter was received. Its contents indicated that
thou didst travel in the cities of America and visited the friends
of God until thou didst reach the general Convention held in
Chicago for the building of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. In thy
letter thou hast written in praise and commendation of the
illumination of that Convention. Truly I say, the Convention
of the Baha’i delegates in Chicago was a heavenly gathering
and confirmed by Divine Assistance.

The splendor of the Kingdom of Abha shone forth and the
soul-refreshing breeze wafted from the direction of Providence.

It was an effulgence from the rays of the Sun of Truth that the
friends of God gathered in that illumined Assembly with the
utmost love, unity and concord. The intentions of every one
were reinforced by divine confirmation, the aim of every one
was service in the Cause of God, servitude in the Threshold of
the Almighty and the erection of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. The
results of that Convention in the future will be far-reaching
and most important, and evident signs shall become manifest.
As it was the first general Convention in America, it displayed
wonderful influence. The gathering of that illumined Assembly
in such a short space of time would have been impossible with-
out the power of the divine Covenant and Testament. But the
Covenant has such a great sway that it astonishes the minds.
In every region the sign of the power of the Convention is ap-
parent and manifest.

For instance, in Iran the fire of revolution blazed in such
wise that all communities, government and nations, became
afflicted with the most severe trials; but the power of the
Covenant protected the Baha’i friends to such a degree that
in this turbulent storm no dust fell upon them, except in
one locality, which became the cause of the spreading of the
Religion of God and the diffusion of the Word of God. Now
all the parties in Iran are wondering how the people of Baha
were guarded and protected. Praise be to God that in Tihran
and all the provinces of Iran the Call of God has been raised,
the Ensign of the Covenant has been unfurled, the cry of
“Ya-Baha’u’l-Abha!” has been heard and the melody of the
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Kingdom of Abha has been promulgated among the people of
intelligence....

BWF.417-418x, SW_ v05#04 p.049x, SW_ v06#14 p.108x, SW_ v08#16 p.218x,
SW_ v06#17 p.138x

ABO08786

To: Agnes B Alexander, in Honolulu
Date: 1909-Jun-02

O thou seeker of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received. I prayed at the Court of Holiness to
deliver thee from the darkness of the attachment to this world,
enlighten thee by the Divine Illumination and purify the mirror
of thy heart, so that the Rays of the Sun of Truth may shine
therein.

Permission is granted thee to marry Mr. William Walis but
thou must try with heart and soul to guide him and cause him
to enter under the Shade of the Covenant and Testament, so
that ye may become united as one soul in two bodies and be
engaged in the service of the Kingdom.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

JWTA.O011

AB00791

To: Jinab Darvish
Date: 1909-Jun-038

O my brother! The similitude of God is like the sun, and the
similitude of creation is like objects. In every particle there
is a radiance and brilliance from the sun. Likewise, in every
mystery there is a secret, and in every horizon there is a light
from that peerless Beloved and unique Essence. That invisible
Essence is established upon the throne in the unseen divine
realm and plays the game of love with Its own love.
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“The Friend played love with Himself in pre-existence;
Without us and without I and we.”

This love and affection is the very essence that causes all pas-
sion and inspiration. Through love and affection the station of
the Countenance of Oneness becomes known, and from pure
knowledge comes the perfect polish and brilliance of the mani-
festation of the Divine Knowledge. That knowledge manifests
in every cycle through a Name that is the sovereign of all
names, and all names circle around that Name in which the
Divine Knowledge is concealed. All came into being from the
station of knowledge, and each has two aspects: first is the sta-
tion of the human realm which relates to the body; second is
the station of the heavenly realm which relates to the world of
spirit. The human realm is the manifestation of fire, the heav-
enly realm is the manifestation of light. Today the sovereign of
fire and light exists - whatever appears in these two stations is
by the will of the Sovereign of Manifestation, which is the Di-
vine Knowledge. All things become known through knowledge,
and no soul has ever known or will ever know that invisible
Essence. He says: “Whoever asks about Unity is ignorant, and
whoever answers about it is a misbeliever.” That is, if someone
asks about the Unity that is the very Essence, they are igno-
rant, and if someone answers about it, they are a misbeliever.
Therefore one must look to the attributes and signs, not to the
Essence. The Universal Intellect says regarding the station of
the Essence: “Lord, increase my wonderment in Thee!”

O dervish, know that knowledge is of two kinds: one is error
and one is guidance. Error is the portion of the ignorant. He
says: “Knowledge is a point which the ignorant have multi-
plied.” Guidance is for the people of piety. He says: “Knowl-
edge is a light that God casts into the heart of whomever He
wills.”

“Knowledge that comes from Truth dwells in the breast;
Whatever dwells in the breast was not from lessons.”

This knowledge is explained breast to breast, and heart to
heart they entrust it. That is, it is a secret - they are secret-
keepers who give their lives but not the secret. They are cup-
bearers who do not press the grapes. This station is called
“God has written upon their hearts,” while the knowledge of
multiplicity is “God has sealed their hearts.” Furthermore, He
says: “Knowledge is of two kinds: knowledge of bodies and
knowledge of religions.” In the knowledge of bodies there are
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signs and traces of the layers of flesh, the circulation of blood
vessels - one must read and know them, distinguish between
illness of spirit and body, receive understanding from hearing
and insight from vision, differentiate truth from falsehood, re-
move head colds from the brain, and annihilate one’s name in
the name of Truth.

“Intellect is like a drop, love like an ocean;

Transfer the drop to the ocean.”
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AB02496

To: Spiritual Assembly of New York, NY et al.
Date: 1909-Jun-03

O ye children of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. It
was evidence of faith, certitude, knowledge and firmness in
the Covenant. Praise be to God, that Assembly is a divine
assembly and that gathering is enamored and enchanted with
that celestial Beloved. You have arranged a feast of unity and
agreement, and established a celebration with the glad tidings
of the Kingdom. It is hoped that this new assembly will cause
the shining forth of a brilliant light, will raise high the standard
of the Covenant, will spread the holy fragrances from the rose
garden of the Testament, will promote the unity of the world
of humanity, will become the herald of the Most Great Peace,
and will cause the exaltation of the Word of God and reveal
the mysteries of the Kingdom of God.

Today the greatest of all affairs is the unity and oneness of
the friends of God, and this unity and oneness is not possible
except under the shadow of the standard of the Covenant. The
unity of the Covenant is what causes the unity of the horizons.

You have resolved to send a report of the assembly every month.
This purpose is most acceptable - certainly carry it out. Praise
be to God, the purpose of those friends is to spread the teach-
ings of the Blessed Beauty throughout all regions. Since the
intention is this, the Holy Spirit is the helper and confirmer.
And I supplicate and implore at the Threshold of the Most
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AB04428

To: Annie T Boylan, in New York
Date: 1909-Jun-06

O maidservant attracted to the Kingdom of God! Your letter
arrived and its details became known. Praise be to God that
on the blessed day of Naw-Ruz, after sixty years of restless-
ness, the purified body of the Exalted One (may my spirit be
a sacrifice for Him) was established with utmost ceremony at
the best location on Mount Carmel, the Mountain of the Lord.
And among the divine bounties was that on that same day
in Chicago, the Convention of delegates was formed and the
decision to construct the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was made. Ob-
serve how divine confirmations supported these two momen-
tous events occurring on the same day. This is evidence of
great confirmation and divine success.

As for the matter of election, it pertains to the general vote,
that they may elect with complete freedom. We have no in-
volvement in it except to pray for confirmation and success,
that the beloved of God may be encompassed by divine favors
and, through God’s protection and assistance, may be success-
ful in service to the Cause. We hope that all the friends will
sacrifice themselves, find joy in their sacrifice, and through this
joy attain success.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v13#05 p.120
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To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart

Date: 1909-Jun-06

O thou beloved maidservant of God, b o wS )

Thy letter was received and its contents produced joy. Praise
be to God that in every place you have visited you have beheld
the signs of confirmation. The plant of the Rose-garden of
Life, Nateq—Praise be to God-with the utmost excellence was
accepted in the school. Truly I say Mr. and Mrs. Hannen are
attracted souls. I ask God that whatever city they visit they
may become the cause of the illumination of the hearts and
the spirituality of the souls; that they may read the signs of
guidance and direct every one who is lost to the path.

Praise be to God that your Naw-Ruz was to you a New Day and
conducive to joy and happiness. The providence and protection
of the Blessed Perfection was with you.

Convey on my behalf the wonderful Abha greetings to Mr.
Browne, Mr. Rouf and Mr. Herrigle and say: “Happy is
thy condition for thou art engaged in the service of the King-
dom and art heralding the appearance of the Realm of Might.”
Translate also the booklet of Mr. Sprague. Upon thee and
upon them be Baha’u’l-Abha.

BBBD.080-081
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AB05225

To: Leonora Kemp, in Spokane
Date: 1909-Jun-06

...one must cast the reflection of one’s countenance upon the
eternal mirror of the celestial realm above, for Abdu’l-Baha
seeks neither name nor fame in this world, and in this world
anonymity is better and more pleasant. Name and fame in this
world are but vain imaginings, vain imaginings! But if divine
character and spiritual qualities become impressed upon the
tablets of hearts as they should and must, that is an eternal
imprint. Therefore, that kind friend must find pure hearts that,
like mirrors, may capture the true image of man. O seeker of
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truth! Polish the mirror of your heart clean of the rust and dust
of this mortal world and turn it toward the celestial realm on
high, that through the attractive power of the love of God, the
exalted images of the Abha Kingdom and the effulgent lights of
the Supreme Being may become reflected therein. This image
and reflection will be eternal, for through this reflection the
perfections of the Supreme Concourse, which are the image of
the Beauty of Abha, will find eternal impression in hearts.
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ABO02157

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1909-Jun-08

My Lord, my Hope, my Shelter, my Refuge, my Escape, and
my Protection! I press my forehead to the dust of Thy most
holy and exalted Threshold, and I call upon Thee with a throb-
bing heart, flowing tears, and a heart empty of aught save fear
of Thee and burning with the fire of Thy love.

I beseech Thee to assist Thy servant who arises in Thy service,
who persists in servitude to Thee, who fasts from aught save
Thy love, with confirmations from the seen and unseen realms
and favors from the Praised Station. O Lord! Make him a sign
of success, a banner of prosperity, a lamp in the darkness, and
a star rising from the horizon of certitude.

Make him compassionate toward the offspring of the people of
fidelity who were martyred in Thy path, who sacrificed them-
selves for love of Thy Beauty, whose blood was shed in turning
to Thy heaven, and whose souls overflowed in seeking reunion
with Thee.

O Lord! Make this noble and generous one a guide for every
wealthy one among the people of guidance, and a leader of
peoples who walk in the wilderness of righteousness and God-
consciousness, drawn to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom.

O Lord! Ordain for him every good, ward off from him every
harm, and enable him in the next world and this to attain Thy
greatest gifts. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Giving, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God, thou
hast been assisted to give charity and confirmed in blessed
deeds in the path of the Luminary of the Horizons. In the
previous year thou didst assist the survivors of the martyrs of
Yazd and didst win the polo ball of precedence from the field
of endeavor. That charitable giving was accepted and beloved
in the sight of the people of effulgence and became the object
of praise of the people of fidelity.

Now if possible, if thou wouldst again in the new year provide
assistance of grain to the survivors of the martyrs, it would
be accepted and beloved at the Holy Threshold and would
become the cause of receiving blessings from the Lord of One-
ness. And this request stems from my affection for thee and
my fondness for thee and the unity of condition between me
and thee. Therefore give thanks to God for this great bounty
and manifest triumph. Verily thou art upon a straight path.
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ABO01115

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1909-Jun-09

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter
which you had composed and written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was
received. Since that lamp has ascended to the glass of the Most
Glorious Kingdom, and that nightingale of the rosebush of pu-
rity has flown to the garden of faithfulness, and that yearning
one of the Luminary of the horizons has hastened to the Center
of Radiance, therefore this servant is writing the reply.

Regarding what you wrote about the sacrifice made with ut-
most joy and delight by the friends in Nayriz - although eyes
are weeping from this great calamity and hearts are burning
like candles, yet this martyrdom was a great bounty and this
field of sacrifice was a feast of the Most Glorious Kingdom. For
after sixty years of restlessness and wandering, the sacred re-
mains of the Exalted One - may my spirit be sacrificed for His
wrongs - found repose on Mount Carmel. And it is the cus-
tom and practice of the nations of the world that when such
a momentous event occurs, sacrificial lambs are offered. Thus,
for the repose of this chosen Temple at the Center of Light,
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a sacrifice was necessary. The friends of Nayriz were stirred
up and hastened to the field of sacrifice with utmost joy, and
won the ball of precedence from these wanderers. Would that I
had been with them, and would that I had become intoxicated
with the wine of sacrifice in those great scenes!

In any case, mention of this great calamity was made in numer-
ous letters to various regions, and letters were written to the
friends in Nayriz, and a detailed Tablet of Visitation was com-
posed. Surely a copy of it will reach the Land of Ya (Yazd) and
you will observe it. Some of the friends from different regions
have made an effort and provided assistance for the survivors
and the displaced ones. This servant has no means available to
provide complete assistance, but to the extent possible efforts
were made and through the Afnan of the Sacred Tree, Jinab-
i-Aga Mirza Aqga, one thousand tumans and some more were
sent, that perhaps, God willing, some relief may be obtained
in the hardship of the survivors.

You wrote about the arrival of Jinab-i-Nush of Husaynabad
and his companion. I hope that the bitterness of the poisonous
winds of the heedless ones may become an antidote, and that
they may give the unconscious ones to drink from the wine of
recognition and certitude and make them conscious.

5 As for the papers that thieves stole on the way, there is consum-
mate wisdom in this which will soon become apparent. You
wrote about peace and security in Yazd and its surroundings.
Peace and security is the love of God and attraction to the
divine fragrances. Praise be to God, this lofty pavilion has
been raised to the heavens by the hand of bounty. In the East
and West, the fire of the love of God is blazing with utmost
intensity. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Siyyid Nasrullah et al.
Date: 1909-Jun-09

Thou seest, O my God, the storms are violent against the
Manifestation, and the tempests are breaking backs and spirits.
O Lord! The breasts are constricted, the souls are weary, the
livers are melted, the hearts are burnt, patience is exhausted,
tears flow, and the heart is troubled in this calamity of this
pure and repentant one.

O Lord! He was among the five brilliant stars from the hori-
zon of guidance. They heard the call and responded to the
summons, saying “Our Lord! We have heard a herald calling
to faith, saying ‘Believe in your Lord,” so we believed.” They
were attracted to the Center of Beauty, the Pole of the Circle
of Glory, and their hopes were fulfilled, and they supplicated
to Thee morning and evening.

O Lord! They were weak - Thou didst strengthen them with
mighty power; poor - Thou didst guide them to the Hidden
Treasure; helpless - Thou didst aid them with might and power
among all creation. O Lord, O Lord! Let the downpours of
Thy mercy continue upon them, reach them with Thy great
bounty, and make them signs of Thy oneness, emblems of Thy
sanctity, banners of Thy uniqueness, trees in the garden of Thy
knowledge, and fruits of the tree of Thy bounty.

O Lord! For one of them, space became constricted from the
pain of separation, and he yearned to ascend to the gathering
of reunion, and the fire of burning blazed in his heart, so he was
drawn to the Center of Radiance, and he longed for the vicinity
of Thy great mercy and aspired to the manifestation of Thy
mighty bounty. He has returned to Thee with an empty heart,
flowing tears, and confident hope. O Lord! Honor his resting
place, fulfill his hopes, reach him with pardon and forgiveness,
and grant him grace and beneficence.

O Lord! Forgive the errors, increase the gifts, hold us not to
account for sins, remove sorrows, conceal faults, O Knower of
the unseen! O Lord! He is one who has come to Thy gate and
hastened to Thy threshold, and verily Thou art the Generous,
verily Thou art the Merciful, and verily Thou art the Forgiving
to every sinful servant.
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O Lord! The deeds fall short and the hopes are great, the souls
are helpless and the cups overflow, and we have no refuge ex-
cept Thee - we take refuge in Thee, rely upon Thee, and im-
plore before Thee to accept this wondrous guest in the garden
of Thy oneness, enter him into the paradise of Thy singleness,
and immortalize him in the garden of meeting in the shade of
the Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary, and make him war-
ble like birds upon the blessed tree, grant him the meeting,
and intoxicate him with the wine of faithfulness. Verily Thou
art the Pardoning, verily Thou art the Forgiving, and verily
Thou art the Lord, the Protector, the Merciful, the Compas-
sionate. There is no God but Thee, the Tenderly Loving, the
All-Bestowing, the Generous.
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To: Mirza Ghulam-Rida et al.,
Date: 1909-Jun-09

in Naraq

...0 friends of God! Be not sorrowful, neither be ye grief-
stricken nor disheartened, nor allow yourselves to be troubled.
The grace and bounty of God encompasseth all, and His glance
of favor is complete. The confirmations of the Abha Kingdom
flow continuously.

Consider how all peoples in Iran are in the utmost degradation
and distress. In every region blood hath been shed and many
souls have perished. Homes have been laid waste, cities and
villages have been destroyed. Yet the friends of God remain
more protected than all others and, through divine grace and
favor, more blessed.

If in a place such as Nayriz the mischief-makers have raised an
uproar, this too is based on supreme wisdom and hath been
explained in other letters—there is no time now for details, but
ye shall surely be informed. And if any among the friends, to
protect their property and children, have shown weakness and
hastened from right to left, counsel them with kindly words and
gentle speech, that perchance they may repent and feel remorse,
even if secretly. Otherwise, severe retribution is ordained and
the mighty, potent grasp of God is assured and certain.
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Grieve not over the stumbling of feet, nor be ye saddened by the
weakness of human beings. A Cause of such magnitude must
needs have severe occurrences. In the days of the Prophet—may
my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him—despite the spread of power in
Yathrib, in a single day a great multitude from the Bani Zafar
tribe, with their families and children, apostatized and joined
the enemy. In the Battle of the Confederates, on the Day of
the Trench, when affliction and severe hunger intensified, the
companions of the Prophet—who numbered close to six or seven
hundred—three hundred showed hypocrisy. And in the days of
Christ—-may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him—Iscariot, who
was the chief of the apostles, returned to hell.

5 Such events are numerous, but in the end all became remorseful
and disgusted with themselves. The point is that the Cause is
mighty, and the grace and bounty of the Blessed Beauty, like

the resplendent sun, shineth bright and radiant in all horizons.
They are of no importance.

Some events must needs occur.
Whosoever wisheth, let him stand firm, and whosoever wisheth,
let him waver. Verily, your Lord is independent of all the
worlds.
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To: Bagiruf Sadat Khams, Mir Nasir et al., in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-09

O ye that are the secret essence of that master of righteousness.

2 If children reflect the inner essence of heart and soul of their

parents, that is if noble blood is joined with a goodly character,
meaning if the son walks in the steps of the father, then the
relationship of sonship is real - “the child is the secret essence
of its sire” But if he is only of the element of water and
clay of the father, with no share of heart and soul, meaning if
bad character contradicts noble blood, then that relationship
is metaphorical. This is why it is said to Noah: “He is not of
thy family, for his conduct is unrighteous.” That is, O Noah,
Canaan is not of your children and lineage, he is outside it, for
this relationship is metaphorical not real.
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Now my hope is that you will branch from the element of heart
and soul of that noble one, not just be offspring of water and
clay. Kindle his lamp, water his crop, nurture his tree of hope.

As for the dream that was seen, it was the reality of what
occurred, therefore after the appointed time a new spirit was
bestowed and eternal life was attained. He hastened to the eter-
nal world and found everlasting life. He soared to the gathering
of divine manifestation and became intimate with the Supreme
Concourse.

Do not be sorrowful, do not be grieved, do not sit in despair. Be
assured, trust in God and hold fast to the hem of His greatness.
Be confident in divine grace and bounty, and rest in the shade
of the Tree of the All-Merciful, and adorn heart and soul with
the light of guidance, steadfastness and firmness.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Husaynabad, in Ishqabad
Date: 1909-Jun-09

O friends of God! Jinab-i-Isma’il the pilgrim, at the time of
his return to that land, requested that a letter be written to
the friends in that region. The purpose of a letter is to express
heartfelt sentiments and spiritual thoughts. Praise be to God,
hearts are in the utmost connection and spirits are in perfect
harmony. Given this connection, there is no disconnection that
would necessitate expression through speech. Souls and hearts
are in conversation with each other, and all are enamored of
that Beloved Heart’s Desire, enchanted by His countenance,
and devoted to His path. This is why He says: “Souls are
like assembled troops: those who are alike tend to associate,
whereas those who differ tend to turn away from each other.”
Nevertheless, I have undertaken to write this letter so that it
may bring joy to heart and soul and bestow happiness upon
the conscience. O my friends! ‘Abdu’l-Baha bows his head
at the threshold in utter humility and nothingness, and begs
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assistance and bounty, grace and blessing for the friends. Upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory of God.

AB02904

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1909-Jun-10

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! During the days
when thou wast present here, and honoured to visit the Sacred
Tomb, thou didst raise several questions. No opportunity was
found at the time to reply to them; now a brief reply is set
forth in writing.

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar must be sanctified from such matters
as fund box and treasury; but if, for the sake of poor relief,
a box be set in a special place, there is no objection. This
decision resteth with the Universal House of Justice, and the
receipts of the poor-box must be expended at the discretion of
the House of Justice.

As regards the matter of the “Mahallu’l-Barakih,” this is sim-
ilar to other companies and is also subject to the decision of
the House of Justice. A portion of the accruing interest should
be expended upon charitable objects.

The term of service of the members of a consultative assembly,
ere the convening of the House of Justice, is five years. When
the House of Justice is convened, whatsoever its members deem
fit must be obeyed by all.

For the present, members of consultative assemblies are at lib-
erty to resign. When more than half the members of a consulta-
tive assembly gather together, they may take counsel together
and arrive at a resolution.

The chairman of the consultative assembly enjoyeth the pre-
rogative associated with this position, being entitled to cast
two votes.

These matters are according to the principles and standards
observed today. When, however, the Universal House of Justice
is established, it will deliberate upon all these matters, both
large and small, and, according to the exigencies of the time,
issue a binding resolution.
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Whatever hath been set forth in this sheet is not mandatory:
At the present time, the course indicated is merely recom-
mended.

A special letter hath been written to the members of the service
council through the intermediary of Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Khaliq.
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AB05634

To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1909-Jun-10

O Jinab-i-Jadhdhab! The verses were read. Although they
flowed like running water, their content was not agreeable to
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s taste. You know that I have never desired and
do not desire anything except utter evanescence, complete ex-
tinction, absolute poverty, and total helplessness. The ulti-
mate aspiration of this servant is to succeed in pure servitude
at the Sacred Threshold. And I have written many times that
“this is my furthest mosque, this is my furthermost tree, this
is my utmost goal, this is my paradise of refuge.” If you wish
to make mention of this servant, write: dust of the Sacred
Threshold, servant at the court of the One, self-effaced in servi-
tude, wanderer in the wilderness of the love of God, lost in the
desert of divine love, intoxicated with the wine of God’s love,
attracted to the lights of the Absolute Beauty - things of this
nature. Anything less than this is absolutely unacceptable. If
you were here, I would give you quite a beating!

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01116

To: Akhtar Khavari, Mulla Bahram et al., in Iran
Date: 1909-Jun-11

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Mihraban arrived at the
Holy Shrine, bowed his head at the Threshold, and remember-
ing the friends, began to commune and supplicate, imploring
divine favors for the friends. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart-cup over-
flowed with the wine of love for the friends, and his nostrils
were perfumed with the holy fragrance. Whatever I might say
or write, I cannot fully express it. Words and phrases are like
cups, goblets and flasks, while the love, affection and faithful-
ness of the friends is an ocean - therefore they cannot contain
it. One must look to the soul and conscience, for these are
mirrors reflecting the world and revealing the mysteries of the
love of the friends.

O friends! The Divine Farmer has scattered seeds and made
hearts His planting ground, watering them with the rain-drops
of mercy, while the Sun of Truth has shone upon them. But
pure soil brings forth flowers and sweet herbs, while from bar-
ren salt-marsh nothing grows but thorns - indeed it remains
deprived and forsaken. Praise be to God that the hearts of the
Zoroastrian friends were sweet soil - roses and wild roses grew
and made the seekers’ nostrils fragrant with musk and amber-
gris. Divine bounty so manifested in the Zoroastrian commu-
nity that eyes were brightened and hearts became as rose gar-
dens and meadows. It became a divine garden and a spiritual
rosebush, adorned with blossoms and sweet herbs. This garden
that had lain waste for a thousand years, its trees withered and
flowers faded, transformed from a garden to a wasteland by the
assault of cold and the intensity of frost, praise be to God that
now springtime has come and fragrant breezes blow, the cloud
of mercy rains down, the heat of the Sun of Truth shines forth,
and life-giving winds pass by. The wasteland of despair has
become a garden of hope, the bright morn has dawned and
illumined the horizons. Such a dawn has broken from Iran’s
East that the West is illumined. Thanks be to God that such a
guiding grace has come and such an auspicious star has shone
forth. Happy are the Zoroastrians! Happy are the Iranians!

O Lord! The loving mother of Siyavush has bid farewell to this
earthly world and hastened to the luminous realm. She grew
weary of this narrow, dark arena and took flight to the heart-
expanding atmosphere of heaven. Ardishir became weary of
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life in this world, sought eternal life and yearned for heavenly
existence. O Forgiver! Forgive them both and shelter them in
Thy protection. Thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower, the Kind,
and Thou art the Giver, the Everlasting, the All-Forgiving, the
All-Merciful.
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AB02216

To: Haji Muhammad Ali Shirazi, in Sarvistan
Date: 1909-Jun-11

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
Praise be to God, it was a clear proof of firmness in the divine
path and evidence of the enthusiasm and yearning to sacrifice
life in the path of the Luminary of the horizons.

You had asked a question regarding the Qur’anic verse “Take
ye your precautions.” If a caravan wishes to traverse danger-
ous mountains and deserts, it must certainly be mindful of
its protection and consider whatever means of preservation are
necessary. The loved ones of God must sacrifice their lives with
the utmost love and kindness for all peoples and communities
of the world, and with perfect patience and forbearance guard
against sudden provocations. People are extremely unfair, and
their nature is steeped in oppression and tyranny.

The friends in Sarvistan are truly among the righteous ones
and devoted servants at the threshold of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. He is
utterly pleased with them for having served the refugees from
Nayriz with perfect love and sincerity. They truly sacrificed
their precious lives and showed no fear or hesitation in the
face of any tribulation. This is the attribute of the steadfast
ones; this is the characteristic of those firm in the Covenant
and Testament.

Convey my utmost longing to Aqa Muhammad-Bagqir, Mirza
Rajab-‘Ali, Mirza ‘Ali-Aqa, and Mirza Isma’il. One day I shall
visit on their behalf, bow my head at the Threshold, and im-
plore assistance and favor, that a new confirmation may arrive
and a fresh success be achieved. Likewise, convey my love and
kindness to Haydar-‘Ali of Sarvistan, and separately request
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To: Muhtram Khanum wife of Aqa Mirza Khalil Tabib et al., in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-11
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thanks, for praise be to God, you tended the garden of his I JLT ey Ll & a8 sy,
hopes and kept his lamp burning bright. You walked in his | ("G P ,y_,f @pr [y t‘ff pRREary)
footsteps and manifested his character and conduct. s KT s B 4 s dogd Ll

I will begin supplication and entreaty at the Divine Thresh- (_Lé 5L j,ﬁ)'L'cT Olsy O ol o
old and beg for endless favors, that His Honor Khalil may s s ol=b f‘{ obby ol b
become exaltfed in the glorlol}s.Klngdom, att.aln the lights of sk 055 s ::f o e oS
the presence in the feast of divine manifestation, and become E e ol L b
the recipient of boundless favors. 235 g S jghao 5 552

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. @Cg{\ L) ;.lc P

PYB#155 p.38, CPF.276, KASH.351-352
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To: Doctor Habibullah Muayyid son of Khudabakhsh, in Beirut

Date: 1909-Jun-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

The fluent verses were extremely sweet, having eloquent words
and profound meanings. Poetic talents are like springs - from
some flow sweet water, from others bitter and salty. Now praise
be to God that from the clear divine gift of that firm one in
the Covenant, refreshing water has gushed forth. You must
render thanks that your poetic nature flows freely and your
soul and consciousness are confirmed by the bounty of the Lord
of Majesty.

However, you must make this Salsabil water flow in praise of
the Glorious Lord, the Ancient Beauty, the Most Great Name
- may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - and occupy
yourself with His glorification and attributes, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is a drop while the Most Great Name is an ocean. When you
praise the ocean it encompasses the drop as well.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the
divine friends. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06020

To: Bulbul Ishragiyan , Aga Jan Bazzaz et al., in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-11

O loved ones of God! Praise God that you have entered be-
neath the shade of the banner raised by the Lord of Hosts and
have grasped the glad tidings of His Holiness David. You have
opened the eye of insight and unstopped the ear of the soul.
You have witnessed the greatest signs and heard the call of the
Most High. You have brought joy to His Holiness Abraham the
Magnificent in the Most Glorious Kingdom and have arisen to
fulfill the counsels of the Prophets.

On this triumphant day you have attained eternal bounty and
success, sought everlasting life, desired heavenly glory, and
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turned in love to the All-Merciful Lord. This honor and sta-
tion is cause for pride, and this success and prosperity shine
bright and luminous like a lamp and light.

Thanks be to God who has bestowed such bounty and freely
given such favors. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO00558

To: Agqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Baghistan

Date: 1909-Jun-12

O spiritual, luminous, divine youth! For some time no writing
has come from that distinguished person to satisfy the longing
ones, and the star of expression and exposition has not shone
from that direction. Although letters and messages have ar-
rived from other friends, no letter has been seen from your
honor. When one is deprived of seeing another, one desires
speech and seeks to learn of mysteries, and this depends on
the writing of letters. Although the favors of the Luminary
of the horizons have connected the hearts of the longing ones
such that there is no separation between them - rather we
are all under the shade of one tent and are all thirsty for one
spring, though we are scattered we are all immersed in one sea
- therefore the tongue may be silent and still while hearts are in
constant spiritual conversation, insight engaged in witnessing
and beholding while the eye searches. Nevertheless the phys-
ical ear must also have its share and the eye and sight their
portion. Therefore correspondence must be continuous and
the foundation of communication firm and straight.

Perhaps the Arab poet, imploring God, said:
my hearing even a ‘never’,
for in it there was delight for those before me” - meaning grant
my ear the favor of Your address even if it be “thou shalt not
see Me”, for Moses before me found pleasure in these words
- that is, the very act of being addressed is sweet and gives
pleasure to the ear, even if the words are “thou shalt not see
Me.”

“Bestow upon
if You prevent me from seeing You,
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In any case, we are always gladdened by mention of the friends
and like the sea we surge with thoughts of them. Night and day
we express helplessness and lamentation, and show distress and
restlessness. We seek divine protection and preservation for
the friends from the True Guardian. For some time no letter
has come from Aga Muhammad-Rida. Convey the longing
ones’ message to him that he may, with attracted heart and
joyful spirit, remember the wanderers and occupy himself with
mention of the friends.

According to reports, in that region, the land of Khurasan, the
Call is raised high and the magnetic power of the attraction of
hearts has set every person of understanding in motion toward
the Abha Kingdom. It has bestowed new spirit upon East and
West, and from every direction its fame has spread worldwide
and the Cause of God has expanded throughout the earth. Alas
that most of the people of Iran are deprived of this boundless
grace. In the Gospel it is stated that groups will come from all
corners of the world and enter the Kingdom while the children
of the Kingdom will be cast out. Truly this is a strange tale
and a remarkable event. Iran, which is the growing place of
the Blessed Tree - many souls there still flee from the shade of
the Tree, while the peoples of other regions are in the utmost
enthusiasm, rapture and attraction. This indeed is an amazing
thing.

5 In any case, the purpose is that in the blessed Tablets it is

revealed that from the land of Kha the Word of God should
be exalted and the divine fragrances diffused and souls should
find rest under the blessed Tree. These glad tidings are the
cause of our constant anticipation that the Sun of Truth will
cast intense rays upon that region such that in all parts of
the land of Kha the Call will be raised high and that realm
will become the dawning-place of the manifest light, and this
bounty will appear through the intensity of the enkindlement
of hearts, the expansion of souls and the attraction of spirits.
Therefore it is hoped that your honor will strive more than
all others in spreading the divine traces and manifesting the
mysteries, for that near one of the Divine Threshold has, from
early youth, grown and developed under the shade of the favors
of the All-Glorious like a fresh sapling under the outpourings
of the cloud of divine mercy, and has become a fruitful tree.
Now is the time for the appearance of fruit.

Convey to all the divine friends the Most Glorious Most Beau-
teous greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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ABO05351

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Khurasan
Date: 1909-Jun-12

...With a Cause of such magnitude and with the spread and
increase of the friends in every land, certain events must needs
transpire. This is natural. But the friends must not become
captive to sorrows, nor allow despondency and melancholy to
overtake them. These events are like the waves of the sea, and
the foam and debris have no permanence. Through the power
of steadfastness and firmness, they will pass away. This is why
He says: “As for the foam, it vanishes, cast off; but as for that
which benefits mankind, it remains on the earth.”

The purpose is that such occurrences should become the cause
of steadfastness, so that the friends may know they must al-
ways be vigilant and protect this mighty stronghold. In any
case, you must pursue the work of teaching with the utmost
wisdom, firmly and steadfastly. Today the land of Khorasan
is in the greatest need of teaching, for it is receptive. Encour-
agement and stimulation are necessary, for no results can be
achieved through silence and inaction. At times, even the hand
of divine destiny stirs matters so that some commotion may
arise and cause the heedless to become aware and attentive....
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To: Mrs Mcmahon, in Chicago
Date: 1909-Jun-12

O seeker after truth! I will supplicate and implore at the Di-
vine Threshold and beseech healing for you. But you must
become believing and assured, and the light of the love of God
must radiate from you, for the prayer to have effect. If you
pray for pure earth to become green and verdant, it will be
answered, but if you pray for a rock to become a flower garden
and meadow, it lacks the capacity. The acceptance of prayer
depends upon capacity.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.

BSTW#107

AB12334

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi
Date: 1909-Jun-13

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Jinab-i-Mu’avin mentioned you in his letter and praised you
greatly, saying that Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Husayn is en-
chanted by the countenance of that Beloved One and is mad
with love for that Compassionate Friend. He is bewildered
and impassioned, and renowned among the lovers for his ardor.
He sacrifices his life in the path of God and offers up his soul
at the altar of love. He diffuses the divine fragrances, recites
the clear verses, establishes the proof of the All-Merciful, and
presents clear evidence for the manifestation of Him Who con-
versed on Sinai. He is sympathetic to the friends and kind and
loving to the enemies, treating all with the attributes of the
All-Merciful.

I was filled with endless joy at his testimony that, praise be to
God, the friends are firm in the Covenant and are swift and
self-sacrificing in the path of the Most Great Name - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His servants. They have no purpose
save the good-pleasure of the Divine Beloved and no desire
except sacrifice in the path of God. Upon them be the most
excellent greeting, and unto them be abundant blessing, re-
splendent glory and sufficient bounty.

Convey to his worthy son Aqa Muhammad Hasan and his hon-
ored wife my most wondrous and glorious greetings.
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To: Masih Rastigar

Date: 1909-Jun-13

O sweet Masih, Assistant! With sweet words and salty speech (¢, 5 oy s (2 Oslae T g !

and sugary utterance your name was mentioned and great grat-
itude was expressed that that precious soul is proud of serving
the friends and is known among the righteous for his merciful
nature, and sends copies of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters to different
regions.

From his testimony it became clear that you are an outstanding
servant at the Sacred Threshold and a worthy servant at the
Court of Oneness.

Through the grace and generosity of the Living, the Loving
One, it is abundantly hoped that He will make you a sign of
the Most Glorious Kingdom and cause you to be the means
of diffusing the divine fragrances. May you be a still bird
becoming a soaring bird, a flowing stream becoming frozen,
frozen becoming flowing - that is, may you fly while still and
be restless while at rest.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08667

To: Muhammad Taqi (Jasb)
Date: 1909-Jun-13

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Verily thou art steadfast
in the Cause of God and established in the love of God. The
winds of tests have not caused thee to waver, nor hath the
intensity of trials given thee any perturbation. Like unto a
mighty mountain thou art firm and steadfast, and like unto
a manifest standard thou art in the utmost steadfastness and
certitude.

Thou hast followed the example of the Blessed Beauty and hast
endured afflictions and hardships. There is no greater bounty
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than this, nor any more perfect gladness and joy. Therefore,
glory and pride thyself among the righteous.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

O P UM S S EPRT
 labls

tS‘('L‘Y\ ;IKJ\ QS::LC} .

INBA16:193

AB00200

To: Baha’is from Zoroastrian Background
Date: 1909-Jun-1/4

O beloved friends! Every individual, when appearing from
the East of life in the world of existence, must inevitably one
day vanish in the West of nothingness. From the beginning
of birth one grows and develops, drinks sweet milk from life’s
breast, and is nurtured in the cradle of comfort and bounty
until reaching maturity. Like a sapling, one puts forth leaves
and blossoms, becomes fruitful, yields delicate fruit, advances
day by day until reaching the degree of perfection. Thereafter
decline sets in, strength diminishes day by day until becoming
like an old tree bereft of fruit. Finally all freshness and grace
depart, listlessness and withering appear, usefulness ceases to
such a degree that no hope remains for growth, freshness or
grace.

Now the true Gardener must sow the seed of that same tree in
the garden so it may grow anew, develop and become an incom-
parable sapling, flourishing with utmost freshness, grace and
freedom, bestowing upon the world of creation once again its
former glory and ancient blessing with utmost delicacy, beauty
and sweetness. The wise gardener acts thus, but the ignorant
gardener strives to make that old tree grow again, which is
impossible and unattainable.

Now several blessed trees in former times grew and developed
in this garden of existence and divine paradise of bounty un-
til they manifested their perfections in the meadow of reality.
Divine grace and bounty became evident, and all that was
necessary of true influence and human virtues became mani-
fest and visible. The tree grew mighty, its branches extended,
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cast shade over the world of creation, and nations and peoples
found rest beneath its extended shade and were nourished by
its good fruits. When its life cycle ended, renewal became nec-
essary and another sapling from that same blessed tree began
to grow and develop.

Now this heavenly tree and divine plant yields the fruits of
those blessed heavenly trees, growing with utmost freshness,
grace, beauty, bounty and blessing, extending its branches
moment by moment, its fruits being heavenly bestowals, di-
vine gifts, human perfections and signs of divine power. This
sapling is the same tree, though the ignorant suppose it dif-
ferent, with different fruit, foreign, not the tree of the Lord’s
singular bounty. This error and mistake stems from ignorance,
foolishness, lack of understanding, deprivation, rejection and
pride.

In brief, the purpose is that praise be to God, in the garden of
the Persians’ hopes an incomparable sapling is growing with
utmost power and might from the sprinklings of the cloud of
bounty, the heat of the Sun of Truth, and the blowing of the
breezes of eternal glory. Eternal grace and heavenly bounty
have caused this sapling to grow again in Iran. This deserves
thanksgiving, merits gratitude, and is worthy of praise and glo-
rification of the One Lord. The brilliant star of the Persians’
hopes had set and vanished in the West for a thousand years.
Praise be to God, it has risen from the East of heavenly glory
with utmost brilliance and radiance. A new cycle has come,
fresh life has been attained. That spiritual spring which for a
thousand years until now had passed through seasons of sum-
mer, autumn and winter, has come again with utmost freshness
and grace with the hosts of divine bounty...

; Creation has pitched its tent in the plains and wilderness of

Iran, and the ultimate hopes and desires of the Persians have
been realized. Where are those articulate nightingales? Where
are those sweet-natured birds of the meadow? Where are
those divine garden partridges? Where are those Persian sugar-
breaking parrots? Praise be to God, gradually they have found
their way to the rose garden and in these branches have begun
their melodies and songs. The hope is that they will raise
such a clamor in earth and heaven, and cause such a tumult
to reach the highest heights, and create such a trembling in
the foundations of other regions, that the eternal glory of their
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noble ancestors may become manifest and evident in their de-
scendants, and the sovereignty of the Pishdadians may become
clear and visible in the dynasty of the Kayanians.

Therefore, O Persian friends, this is the time of joy, the moment
of happiness, the cycle of the All-Merciful, and of heavenly
bounty. How wonderful for those precious ones who become
intoxicated with the wine of divine bestowal, take the cup in
hand, and dancing, stamping their feet, and clapping, engage
in thanksgiving to the one true God in this arena, and through
their deeds, conduct, and words, water this matchless sapling.

O Persian friends! The Sun of Being has cast the radiance of its
favors upon all regions. It has granted a portion of grace and
bounty to all peoples and nations. It has brought all beneath
the shade of the creation’s bounty and has decreed: “Ye are
all the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch.” This
is the pavilion of the oneness of the world of humanity and
the universality of mankind that He has raised up. He has
established this mighty foundation so firmly and solidly that
He has explicitly taught in His Tablets: “Look upon enemies as
friends, regard ill-wishers as well-wishers, consider strangers as
intimates, and the distant as near. Consider all nations as kith
and kin.” No enmity remains that would require resistance to
hostility or retaliation against animosity. Assuredly, a hundred
times assuredly, be ye ever manifestations of mercy toward
stranger and kin, rich and poor, even toward ill-wishers and
those of different faith—be ye well-wishers to all. These are the
divine counsels, these are the heavenly teachings. May your
souls be happy!
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AB00938

To: Nurullah Asadullahzadih Haqiqi
Date: 1909-Jun-14

8

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter was received. L& el oy I aal STl Ui fots (o)

It was a message from one who is intimate and evidence of
steadfastness in the Cause of God. The dream you saw - its
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results will soon become manifest. Let it be observed that,
God willing, death is life. More than this cannot be stated.

Regarding what you wrote about the motion of the sun and
earth: All beings are in motion, there is no stationary thing, for
motion is among the requirements of existence while stillness is
among the characteristics of non-existence - meaning there is
no existent thing that lacks motion. In the divine Tablets this
matter is explicit that all luminous and non-luminous bodies,
even the particles of creation, are in motion either primarily or
derivatively.

However there is a relative motion - naturally a small body
moves around a large body. The motion of night and day is
clearly and evidently from the earth - its proof is brilliant and
its evidence clear. For example, all these luminous spheres in
this infinite space, except for the poles, make a rotation in 24
hours during day and night and have a rising and setting. This
cannot be other than two types: Either all have the earth’s
center as their center and traverse this vast circumference in a
brief period of 24 hours, or the earth rotates on its axis in this
brief period. It is clear that the latter option is correct - for
these infinite luminous bodies to have a single motion around
the earth is impossible.

As for the annual motion from which the four seasons arise, this
too is proven by rational and traditional evidence that the sun

is constantly fixed at its burning point while the earth moves.

“And the sun runs to a resting place appointed for it - that is
the decree of the Mighty, the Knowing.” This means the sun
has a motion like a mill on its axis, and through instruments
and devices it has been discovered that the sun also has spots
like the moon, and these spots appear and disappear over a
period of 25 days or so. This proves that the sun rotates on
its axis, not with annual motion nor day and night motion.

These are mathematical discussions, but we must speak of the
Sun of Reality, that celestial Luminary which revolves around
itself, not around another, and receives illumination from the
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lights of the One, nay rather, manifests through itself to itself
and does not manifest through another’s power, while all circle
around it and derive from its lights and benefit from its heat.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB11338

To: H Emogene Hoagg, in New York
Date: 1909-Jun-14

As to the Nineteen Day Feast, ye must give this your most care-
ful attention, and firmly establish it. For this Feast bringeth
bliss and unity and love to the lovers of God.

COC#0919x

ABO00857

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab son of Mulla Ali Akbar et al.
Date: 1909-Jun-16

O you who remain after that martyr in the path of the Peerless
Beloved!

When the call of the Exalted One reached his noble ear, that
revered martyr answered “Yes” to the divine call “Am I not
your Lord?”, became intoxicated with the wine of the love of
God, and awaited the Great Glad-Tidings. When the morn
of oneness dawned and the Sun of Truth shone forth and the
horizons were illumined with the lights of the All-Merciful, with
a radiant face and a merciful heart and spiritual attraction he
turned toward the Luminary of the horizons and sought his
portion from its dawning.

He opened his eloquent tongue and made persuasive utterance
and guided a group to the fountainhead of guidance. He be-
came the target of the censure and reproach of the people and
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was afflicted with various injuries and endured great tribula-
tions in the path of God. Finally he migrated in the path
of truth and authored a book proving the truth of the Lord
of Lords. Through rational and traditional proofs and clear
and brilliant evidences he established the appearance of Truth
and brought forth proofs of the manifestation of Him Who
appeared on Sinai.

He arose to serve the Cause of God and exerted utmost effort
night and day. He strove with heart and soul to establish the
first Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and devoted supreme energy to this
end. He attained the blessing of pilgrimage to the threshold
of the Supreme Concourse and obtained unlimited bounties.
When he returned to the City of Love he found no rest or
repose. He encouraged all to establish the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
and drew up its design in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, which
was accepted.

After these services, purely for the sake of teaching he hastened
to the land of Ya [Yazd] and strove with utmost power to guide
the people. Finally the end became the beginning of divine fa-
vors - he drank the brimming cup of supreme martyrdom in
the love of the Most Glorious Beauty and became intoxicated
with the wine of guidance. He hastened to the altar of love
and soared from the realm of limitations to the summit of the
infinite. He found his place in the gathering of divine manifes-
tation and center of glorification and summit of immortality
at the banquet of the Most Glorious Beauty.

; In all aspects he was confirmed and assisted in achieving all

excellent qualities. Praise be to God, in every instance he was
victorious and in every situation he was the manifestation of
abundant favors. Human life and spiritual living consist in
attaining perfection in all stations - absolutely no deficiency
remained in any aspect. In all conditions he was assisted by
the favors of the Incomparable Lord. Until his last breath he
was radiant and luminous like an ethereal star.

You who are the branches and fruits of that tree must manifest
all the perfections of the tree completely in the fruit, so that in
gratitude for these favors you may be confirmed in servitude
to Him whose favors are hidden, and may be united and in
agreement with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this servitude. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05277

To: Siyyid Jamal, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-16

O thou who hast acquired the light of guidance! Thy letter
was received. Praise be to God, the ultimate desire of that
true friend was fulfilled. The light of guidance shone forth and
the darkness of the night of error vanished. The eye beheld
the greatest signs and the ear heard the call of the Supreme
Concourse.

Therefore, in gratitude for this guidance, thou must find new
joy moment by moment, turn to the Kingdom of the Glorious
Lord, be patient and forbearing, and treat the servants of God
with utmost kindness. Look not at the creatures but rather
turn thy gaze to the Creator of creation. Deal with all peoples
and religions with utmost kindness.

And if some souls speak ill and criticize Abdul-Baha, act ac-
cording to the blessed verse of the Quran which states: “And
when they pass by vain talk, they pass by with dignity.” Do
not engage with them. In all of Abdul-Baha’s letters there are
instructions - act according to them.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! Abbas Abbas.

DA ey p 3o a0l (G 5 it ]
w35 ole e s OF il e
le} dﬁ#@)ﬁé p&b, B ;',:\_XA}SJ.
& s S U fodalive o )335/

L el M ol

Ao g e A pes Syl f Sl 1
s e s Qs ag Oy oSk sl
b, Lébr&:Lr;\eU& Kby S U2
Sl P ey & S sle s JU
o5 ) Gl Sl Jle s Sl e
ol 0L Tlae G s e S5
O sSke sal ale G50 5 wles
A e Lo 131y aleie & pl e
Shal a3 Al oo LIS o
O Gt s el Tlas
Ll

L e

MMKG6#351

AB08976

To: Spiritual Assembly of Mashhad
Date: 1909-Jun-16

O steadfast friends of the Covenant! Your letter was received,
and since his honor Manshadi, upon him be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious, due to his intense longing and burning de-
sire, hastened to the assembly of the dawning of the Luminary
of the horizons, and was Abdul-Baha’s helper, supporter, com-
panion and partner in service at the Sacred Threshold, there-
fore correspondence and communication somewhat diminished.
Soon, God willing, an illustrious soul will arise to perform his

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

D O g ey 4L Ol 5 B OLL )
sl b o) oY @ S ade goliie
5 oskd BB 5 14 ik Gl ol
23 o 3 G s ik s e Al
o2y ara 1ib 5y ke Obl Caeds
Mo o Dl e 5 3L 558 (s,

89


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=258

V]

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul)

AB01699

services. Therefore, you too, as before, send monthly reports
of events....
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AB01699

To: Muttahid, Muhammad Husayn son of Muhammad Hasan Khayyat et al.

Date: 1909-Jun-18

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Jinab-i-Jalal has written
your blessed names and sent a letter mentioning your names.
When I read it, I was filled with the utmost joy, for it was evi-
dence of the attraction of hearts and the expansion of breasts.
Praise be to God, faces are illumined by the light of the love of
God like candles in gatherings, and temperaments due to their
extreme delicacy are like roses in a rose garden. This is proof
of the all-encompassing eternal bounty and everlasting gifts. It
is worthy of thanksgiving and deserving of a hundred thousand
praises. Praise be to God, that household and lineage are gen-
erally intoxicated with the wine of alast and in the wine-house
of the love of God, they are cup-bearers and wine-worshippers.

O Lord! These souls are among the righteous ones and intoxi-
cated with the overflowing cup. They are enamored of Thy face
and wanderers in Thy lane and hastening toward Thee. Bestow
favor and grace and deliver them from bondage to aught else
but Thee. Make them firm in the Covenant and steadfast in
Thy Cause, and make them partners and sharers with this ser-
vant in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Abha Glory.

O Lord! Some of these souls have hastened to Thy lane and
turned toward Thee and become Thy guests. Freely bestow
whatever is worthy of the magnanimity and forgiveness of Thy
Threshold. And upon them be the Most Glorious Abha Glory.
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AB04559

To: Kaykhusraw Suhrab Parsi, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-18

O Kaykhusraw, your namesake discovered the secret of the
world and thus became weary of throne and crown. He cast
aside his retinue and army, canopy and standard, and hastened
to the wilderness of solitude and the mountains of concealment.

Although sovereignty tastes sweet to humans, ultimately dis-
appointment, regret and remorse topple the foundation of joy
and weaken the basis of delight. The earthly dust-heap be-
comes a dark grave, and the confines of the tomb become the
dwelling of the prideful ones.

But those who found freedom sought release from kingship -
they saw the throne as a tight fetter and considered the diadem
a painful torment. They found the crown to be illness itself.
Therefore they sought an eternal kingdom and yearned for ev-
erlasting sovereignty. They pursued the glory of the realm of
unity and desired greatness in the heavenly world. They con-
sidered servitude at the threshold to be crown and tiara, and
bondage at the gate to be sovereignty over both worlds.

You too, as much as you can, follow your namesake so you do
not become unknown. Walk his path, seek his way, speak his
mystery, until you become a true follower and attain what your
ancestors yearned for. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04727

To: Abdur-Rahim son of Ali Muhammad Kashipaz
Date: 1909-Jun-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The glance of favor from
the Kingdom of Glory encompasses thee, and the bounties of
the Most Great Unity are like abundant rain. The confirma-
tions of the Abha Kingdom flow like a mighty stream and the
favors of the Blessed Beauty shine like a radiant star.
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2 How can we render thanks that He brought us into being from
nothingness, bestowed the spirit of existence upon us when we
were utter void, granted us divine manifestation when we were
sheer nothingness, guided us to the fountain of life when we
were thirsting, clothed us in the garment of “Blessed be God,
the Best of Creators” when we were naked, gave us direction
when we were wandering, led us to His shelter when we were
lost, granted seeing eyes when we were blind, bestowed hearing
when we were deaf, gave us eternal life when we were dead, and
granted spiritual freshness and grace when we were withered.

This servant is unable to offer praise and thanksgiving - per-
haps the friends will assist and agree, and arise to praise and
glorify the Sun of Creation, so that bounties may increase and
“If ye give thanks, I will give you more” may be fulfilled.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07398

To: Samandari, Tarazullah et al.
Date: 1909-Jun-18

O two servants near to the Divine Threshold! Your letter
was received and a detailed letter was written regarding the
refugees of Sarvistan - deliver it to them. Similarly, through
His Honor Afnan, assistance was sent from ‘Ishqabad to the ex-
tent possible. God willing it will arrive. I have absolutely no
time and am writing two brief words in reply that if travel and
movement in the ports of the Persian Gulf is dangerous due
to sedition, corruption and control by highway robbers, after
achieving your purpose in those parts, proceed directly here.
Since the letter about the refugees was detailed, your letter is
brief. Please excuse me.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09423

To: Evelyn Sheffield, in Kent
Date: 1909-Jun-19

O thou who seekest the Kingdom! Place thy hope in the boun-
ties of God and let not the dire adversities of this world dismay
thee. God be praised, thou hast a kind Lord Who healeth ev-
ery sick one and dispelleth the sorrow of every afflicted soul.
He is a shelter to the orphan and a helper of the destitute, and
His kindness knoweth no bounds. Wert thou to realize how the
heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha brimmeth over with love, thou wouldst
of a certainty soar upon the wings of joy and ecstasy, and thy
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To: Mirza Sityyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O Lord, my hope, my refuge and my shelter! Praise be unto
Thee for having created souls that are spiritual, hearts that are
luminous, spirits that are pure and divine, and realities that
are attracted to the Kingdom of Beauty, beseeching and sup-
plicating the Center of Glory. They have awakened from their
slumber, their darkness has been dispelled, their veil has been
rent asunder, and their covering has been removed. Thus did
they shine forth, gleam, become illumined and receive tidings
from the signs of their Creator. They spoke the words of their
Maker and sang in the thicket of divine knowledge with the
most wondrous melodies, like birds warbling in the gardens of
mysteries. They praised the Day-Star of the horizons, whose
effulgent rays shine upon the luminous gatherings and blessed,
radiant assemblages.

O Lord! This servant of Thine has been intoxicated with the
cup of bounty, touched by the breezes of faithfulness, attracted
by the magnet of guidance, and hath voiced praise in the gar-
den of eternity. O Lord! Make him a brilliant lamp, a radiant
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beam, a singing bird, and a rising star shining from the hori-
zon of Thy love, receiving the outpourings of the lights of Thy
knowledge, proclaiming Thy verses and speaking of Thy mys-
teries. Verily, Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and
Thou art the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! In thy letter thou hadst
made mention of the spreading of the rays of light. Praise be
to the pure Lord that the East is illumined and the West is
perfumed. There is no tumult in the city save the curls of the
Beloved’s tresses; there is no commotion in the horizons save
the arch of the Friend’s eyebrow. In the East, the cry of “Ya
Baha’u’l-Abha” is raised high, and in the West, the melody of
“Ya ‘Aliyyu’l-A’la” reaches the ears of every sage. The Cause
of God has encompassed the world, and the call of the Abha
Kingdom has set the earth in motion. Praise and gratitude be
unto Him for this supreme bounty.

Yet strange it is that some people in Iran still remain secluded
in the corner of forgetfulness and are immersed in endless sleep.
Some are utterly deaf, dumb and blind. Despite the sun shining
at its zenith, they secretly mention Yahya among the heedless,
saying this and that. Although this person is known and visi-
ble, let the seekers at least take the trouble to hasten to Cyprus
to see with their own eyes his condition and the state of his
children, and hear with their own ears his stammering tongue
and statements devoid of explanation - no utterance, no expo-
sition, no wisdom, no mysteries, no novel remembrances. If
they cannot go there, let them inquire of the people of Cyprus
whether that deluded soul, despite his freedom, has in forty
years converted or transformed even a single person in that
island, or shown any sign of power in any matter. All the in-
habitants of the island testify that he is mute and dumb, yet
some deluded souls in Iran call him a sweet-singing parrot and
a melodious nightingale. Evil is that which they imagine, evil
is that which they believe. Leave them to their vain imaginings
wherein they revel.

Let us turn to our subject. At the beginning of the Iranian rev-
olution, the defeat of the ruler and the triumph of the consti-
tutionalists, it was explicitly written that this gathering would
be scattered and would not be able to resist, that the tur-
baned ones would be humbled, the leaders debased, and the
followers imprisoned—and no one had even imagined such a
thing. It was clearly written: “This is a promise that shall not
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prove false, and it is not from me but from One Mighty, All-
Knowing.” Not long passed before this promise became clear as
the sun. However, in Sirjan, the government authorities mar-
tyred Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Yahya, and in Tabriz, Mirza Hasan,
the bloodthirsty mujtahid, became oppressive and issued a de-
cree for the execution of all the friends. Two holy souls were
martyred, and if the friends had not dispersed, all would have
fallen prey to the sword. Likewise in Sangsar, intense agitation
arose, and the oppressors stretched forth the hand of aggression
and grievously wronged the friends. It was written that in grat-
itude, these oppressed ones should be avenged so that victory
might be sustained. Shaykh Fadlu’llah cried out openly day
and night that this oppressed community was the founder of
the constitution, and their purpose was to spread their Cause
among the people so they might freely publish their Tablets
and draw souls to their side. This proclamation and that neg-
ligence caused decline, and had it not been thus, the realm of
Iran would now be in complete security.

i Convey to Jinab-i-Mirza Aqa Siyyid Diya’u’llah Khan this

response: Convey to the near handmaiden of God, Rubab
Khanum, and her esteemed spouse, greetings from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Her physical changes were based on wisdom. Convey
to all relatives and children from me the Most Glorious and
Most Wondrous greetings. For Jinab-i-Mirza Shu’a’u’llah
Khan, I pray for divine confirmation and success. Convey
my utmost kindness to the handmaiden of God, ‘Alaviyyih
Tabriziyyih, and her two blessed sons. Likewise, gladden the
handmaiden of God Qudsiyyih Khanum and Aminu’llah Khan
with divine glad tidings. Also give the promise of eternal
bounty to the handmaidens of God Khadijih and Rabi’ih, and
likewise to their brothers, sisters, children, sons, daughters,
and descendants. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Haji Abdur-Rahim et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! Ye are ever before
Mine eyes and vision, and are present in My thoughts. Not for
a moment do I cease to remember you, and I beseech infinite
favors for you from the Court of Divine Unity. Concerning the
descent of tribulations and the forbearance of the friends in the
path of God which ye had written about - whatever ye might
write, ye could not do justice to its description. I know it is
beyond description and cannot be captured in word or char-
acterization. Detailed letters have been written collectively to
the wandering friends and to the survivors of the martyrs, and
a prayer of visitation has been penned. In most letters written
in these days, mention is made of the tribulations of the friends
in Nayriz, the martyrdom of beloved friends, the captivity of
young children, the homeless wandering of the friends, and
their migration to Sarvistan. Therefore, in this letter I shall
not be lengthy or verbose but will be brief. Ye shall surely
become aware of those other letters.

A prayer:

O Lord! O Forgiving One! A precious soul hath ascended unto
the Kingdom of manifestation, and from this transient dust-
heap hath hastened to the eternal world. This is a new guest -
make him cherished. This is an ancient servant - bestow upon
him a wondrous robe. O Peerless One! Forgive and bestow
favor, grant access to the privacy of mystery, and make him
an intimate companion in the gathering of divine effulgence.
Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the Kind One. Thou art
the Forgiver, the Tender One, the Powerful.
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To: Fazlullah Banan, in Pakistan
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O kind friend! The letter which you had written to Jinab-i-
Manshadi was noted. Since that steadfast one in the Covenant
has hastened to the invisible realm and has become intoxicated
from the cup of reunion, therefore this wanderer writes the
reply. Some time ago, a reply to your letter was sent. It is
strange that it has not yet arrived.

In these days, praise be to God, through the confirmations of
the Kingdom of God, the chains and fetters have been removed
from the necks of the wanderers and the shackles and manacles
have been placed upon the necks of the hostile ones. The op-
pressors have been caught in failure, and the tyrants, defeated,
condemned and rejected, have become prisoners.

Now to the Holy Shrine, from every direction - from Iran, Turk-
istan, East and West, Europe and America - the friends are
continuously arriving without any obstacle or hindrance. All
are prostrate before ‘Abdu’l-Baha at the Holy Threshold in
utmost supplication and entreaty, receiving infinite bounties.
The friends are in the utmost joy and delight while the ill-
wishers are disappointed, condemned and rejected.

Through God’s grace and favor, it is hoped that you too will
be included under the glance of His grace and pass your days in
complete joy and gladness. Convey loving greetings to Jinab-
i-Aqa Mirza Azizu’llah. I hope they will be successful and
confirmed in all matters. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory. ‘A’A
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To: Roushan Allen, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O Roshan! May heavenly blessings be upon you. Praise be
to God, you are nourished at the breast of the love of God
and are developing in the embrace of the knowledge of God.
You have a kind mother like the handmaiden of God Asiyih.
You host gatherings on Naw-Ruz day and provide hospitality
to a group of the loved ones of God and handmaidens of the
All-Merciful, preparing both heavenly sustenance and physical
food so that they may read divine tablets, explain the divine
teachings, discuss the counsels and advice of the Most Glorious
Beauty, speak and listen, engage in the mention of Truth, and
arrange a celebration and feast for the victory of Naw-Ruz
day - a feast where the luminous lamps are those radiant faces
turned to God, the true sustenance is the mention and praise
of God and divine teachings, its music and song are heavenly
melodies, and its cup of wine is the wine of the love of God
among humanity. Convey to your respected mother my most
wondrous and glorious greetings, and likewise to all the friends
and handmaidens of the All-Merciful. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

Roshan to recite
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To: Aga Habibullah Ganjihi
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
You had asked about the meaning of the three kingdoms.

The three kingdoms according to the terminology of the
philosophers are mineral, vegetable and animal, meaning that
all beings are resolved into these three things: either it is
a solid body like earth, stone and clay; or it is a growing,
vegetating body like flowers, fragrant herbs and trees; or it
is a sensing body, meaning it has sensory powers like sight,
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hearing, smell, taste and touch. These beings are possessed of
spirit. And they consider man to be a distinct species of this
genus.

In any case, man, who is the distinct species, is the manifesta-
tion of “Blessed be God, the best of creators” and is the mirror
reflecting the Sun of Reality with manifest light. And when
we say “man” the intention is the unique, perfect individual.

5 There is no more time than this. Upon you be the glory of
glories.
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To: Hamzih Tabrizi
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O thou lover of Truth! Though the word of truth is current on
the tongues of all people, yet all are heedless of it. They utter
words with their lips, yet are oblivious to their meaning. They
worship the name, not the Bearer of the Name. They cling to

the hem of the name, yet mingle not with Him Who is named.

This is the cause of the veiling of all. Praise be to God that
thou hast found the Truth and recognized the Bearer of the
Name, and hast been consumed by the fire of the love of God,

and hast raised aloft the banner of firmness in the Covenant.

In the future, God willing, thou shalt be granted permission
to attain His presence.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Elizabeth A Ripley

Date: 1909-Jun-20

O thou dear handmaiden of God! B op xS @

Praise be to God that thy photograph reached the Holy Land.
In thy countenance there is evident a capacity to receive boun-
ties from the Kingdom. Through the powerful confirmations
of the Day of the Lord, it is hoped that thou wilt grow and de-
velop through heavenly favors and receive a portion from the
breaths of the Holy Spirit.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jun-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated the first
of Jamadi’th-Thani 1327 was received and what thou hadst re-
quested therein was fulfilled. Through divine grace and bounty,
I hope that thou wilt be assisted and confirmed in all matters.
Thou art truly engaged in service and I am utterly pleased
with thee. Kindly deliver the enclosed letters.
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in California
Date: 1909-Jun-22

O servant of the threshold of the Blessed Beauty! Thy letter
dated the 22nd of June, 1909, was received. Praise be to God,
the letters sent by this servant have duly reached thee, and
thou, thy honored consort, and the light of thine eyes have
become the recipients of the utmost loving-kindness in Califor-
nia. For the present, ye shall pass this summer in happiness
and repose. The Cause of God hath, moreover, acquired such
strength that the President himself hath extended unto you a
special invitation, and that thou didst meet, together with the
handmaid of Baha, in the President’s own residence. O Khan,
render thanks unto God, and behold what the confirmations of
the Blessed Beauty have wrought for ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Notwith-
standing such power and such victory from the Kingdom of
Abha, certain thoughtless and witless souls still imagine that
they can offer resistance and overthrow the foundation of the
Covenant. Alas, alas!

Concerning the handmaid of Baha, Miss Barney, of whom thou
hadst written, praise be to God, she hath arisen, and doth
arise, as she ought and should. I cherish the hope that she
may so stand fast in the pole of existence as to prove indeed
that she is a handmaid of Baha; that she may raise such a
cry of “Ya Baha'u’l-Abha!” as shall astonish and enrapture
the hearers; that she may utter such words as shall cause all
who are present in the gathering to cry aloud, “Blessed art
thou! Blessed art thou, O handmaid of Baha! Verily thou art
a Baha’i maidservant.”

God willing, the address which Ruhaniyyih delivered in the
gathering at Chicago may become the cause of encouragement
and incitement toward the establishment of the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar. In truth, Ruhaniyyih is indeed spiritual. In gatherings
and assemblies she hath delivered, and doth deliver, eloquent
addresses, and her speech is endowed with influence.

Whenever thou speakest in the gatherings of strangers concern-
ing Persia, recount the influence of the teachings of the Blessed
Beauty in that land, the transformation of the character of the
Persians, the spread of the Baha’is, and the promotion of unity,
peace, tranquillity, and the oneness of the world of humanity,
that it may be seen how the teachings of Baha’u’llah have
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wrought such effects. I, for my part, make entreaty and suppli-
cation unto the Kingdom of Abha, I cry out in lowliness and
helplessness, and I beseech for thee infinite bounties.

Thou hadst written of the consideration, respect, and kind-
ness shown by thy host. Behold what influence the grace
and bounty of the Desired One have exerted upon the familiar
heart, that it should behave in such wise. God willing, through
the endeavor of thy host, thou shalt be enabled, in the summer
retreat by the shore of the mighty ocean, to render service to
the Cause of God and to produce such an effect as shall cause
thy host to marvel.

i The loved ones of God in America must be the embodied spirit

of detachment, the manifest reality of sanctity, the very image
of holiness, and the perfection of purity. Should such conduct
and such a way of life be adopted, I swear by the Blessed
Beauty that the Word of God would, with the utmost rapidity,
penetrate the veins and arteries of all mankind. Praise be to
God, thou dost address the gatherings of divers peoples, and,
on fitting occasions, makest mention of the Cause of God.

As to Mr. Robert, the news of his ascension saddened the
hearts. In very truth he was possessed of the utmost sincer-
ity. Glorified be God! What a luminous candle he kindled
within that dark lantern! Praise be to God that that candle
ascended from the earthly glass unto the everlasting Kingdom
and became radiant and shining in the heavenly assemblage.
And praise be to God that thou didst adorn his finger with the
ring bearing the words, “I came forth from God and return
unto Him.” This too is a proof of his sincerity, and that at the
end of his days he was enabled to utter “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha,”
thereby leaving its effect upon the hearts of those who were
present.

O Lord! O Forgiver! Exalt dear Robert within Thy Kingdom,
and in the garden of the Abha Paradise make him the compan-
ion and confidant of the birds of the meadow. O all-knowing
Lord! Though that guiltless one bore a dark complexion, yet,
like the pupil of the eye, through that blackness he was the very
mine of radiant light. O Forgiver! Vouchsafe unto that yearn-
ing one the grace of beholding Thee, and unto that thirsty soul
give to drink from the water of life. Thou art the Bestower,
the Forgiver, the Compassionate.

Thou hadst asked for a set of instructions regarding the edu-
cation of children. Hitherto no opportunity hath been found;
hereafter it shall be written and sent.

Concerning the matter of the diplomatic appointment, of which
thou hadst written, make every endeavor. God willing, the
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means for its attainment shall be made possible. I, moreover,
supplicate and entreat at the sacred Threshold and beseech
confirmation on thy behalf. Upon thee be the glory of the
Most Glorious.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jun-22

O servants of the Beauty of Abhal

Your letter arrived and its contents were understood, and like-
wise the letter which you had written to His Holiness the Afnan
of the Blessed Tree, upon him be the Glory of God the Most
Glorious, and also his reply letter to you - all were read with
utmost care. Due to lack of time I am compelled to be brief.

Through the invisible confirmations of the Ancient Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, praise be to
God the honored House has emerged from its state of ruin. It
has been rebuilt and reconstructed again on its original founda-
tion and previous arrangement, and to the extent possible its
auxiliary features were expanded. And through the confirma-
tions of the Greatest Name, gradually all the dependencies of
that magnificent House, such as the hospital, orphan schools,
home for the elderly and others will also be completed.

The house that belongs to the Afnan of the Blessed Tree, His
Holiness Haji Siyyid Mihdi, upon him be the Glory of God the
Most Glorious, should be renovated by himself - there should
be no partner or participant in that renovation. Therefore
write to him so that he may proceed however he deems ad-
visable. Do not delay at all. In such matters, negligence and
carelessness are not permitted.

And through the abundant grace of the Ancient Beauty, may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, I hope that blessed
Sanctuary will appear with utmost grandeur in the future and
be adorned with the mantle of eternal glory.
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i Observe the comprehensiveness of the favors, for the ultimate

hope of the Luminary of the Kingdom, the Morning of Guid-
ance, the Primal Point, His Holiness the Exalted One, may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him, was that the Countenance of
the Intended One, the Beauty of the Adored One, the Sun
of Truth, His Holiness “Him Whom God shall make manifest”
would make mention of that Tree of Sinai on the Day of His
Manifestation. Now under His sheltering grace, even the soil
that is associated with His Holiness the Exalted One, may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him, has been elevated and becomes
more prosperous day by day, and the dependencies of the mag-
nificent Sanctuary expand.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Abdur-Rahman Rahiqi
Date: 1909-Jun-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thou didst write a letter
to Jinab-i-Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali and requested that I pen thee a
letter. Therefore, I have undertaken to write this epistle that
thou mayest know thou art accepted and remembered in this
court, and art renowned at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty
for thy truthfulness and devotion to the Cause, and art the
object of the glances of the eye of divine mercy.

Thou didst request permission to transcribe a book in thine
own hand. It would be most agreeable to me if thou wouldst
write two large-format books in clear handwriting, with the
utmost perfection, upon very fine and delicate paper of moder-
ate thickness - not thin - and with permanent ink that will not
stick together from moisture in the future. Include therein the
Tablets of Tarazat, Tajalliyat, Bisharat, Kalimat and Ishraqat.
Prepare two copies, and let Jinab-i-‘Andalib add delicate illu-
mination, but illuminate only the margins, not the text itself,
and prepare very fine bindings.
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My intention is to send one of these books to the great library
of England and the other to the grand library of France. After
completion, inform me so that instructions may be given as to
how they should be sent. Also prepare one copy of the Answer
to the Objections of the Judge, so that it may be printed in
Bombay. Give priority to this Answer to the Judge, but strive
with utmost care for accuracy of expression and absence of
errors. Compare repeatedly each page that you write, and
first you must obtain a correct copy to work from.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Qassab Yazdi, Husayn son of Isma’il Gazar, in Port Said
Date: 1909-Jun-22

O servant of Truth! Your letter was received. With tearful
eyes and burning heart you lamented and cried out over the
ascension of your kind father. You are right to do so, it is
fitting, for a loving father is most precious, especially one who
lit the candle with the fire of the love of God and, like a moth,
consumed his soul circling around the lamp of the Supreme
Concourse.

However, one must consider that praise be to God, he remained
firm and steadfast until his final breath, and until the day of
his ascension was attracted to the ancient Kingdom. A good
end is the greatest of divine gifts, therefore this is cause for
thanksgiving not complaint, worthy of joy not mourning.

O glorious Lord! Do not abase Your servant Isma’il at Your
threshold. Make him honored in Your Kingdom and raise him
from the depths to the vast heights. For like a nightingale he
grew weary of the ash heap and yearned for the rose garden,
and like a fish he hastened to the ocean of forgiveness, and
like one who thirsts he turned to the fountain of life. O For-
giver! Shelter that helpless one and guide him to Your thresh-
old. Grant him the cup of life and eternal existence. Bring him
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into the garden of immortality and like the birds of faithfulness,
bestow upon him melody and song and intimate prayer. You
are the Forgiver and the Kind, and You are the Pardoner and
the Merciful and the endless Ocean of mercy.

And upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious.
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To: Mulla Nasrullah
Date: 1909-Jun-22

O spiritual friend! The skilled physician and expert doctor
treats chronic illnesses and cures severe diseases. He applies
healing salves to deep wounds and uses superior poultices for
crushing blows. As the Arab poet says: “The physician is
called for severe pains” - meaning they summon the doctor for
serious illness.

Now, there is no disease greater than ignorance, and no more
severe malady than being veiled from the Truth. Be a spir-
itual physician, become a heavenly doctor. Give the divine
remedy to those sick in heart and soul, and guide the ailing
ignorant ones to the divine hospital. Apply the tincture of the
Abha Kingdom, use the antidote of the Supreme Concourse.
Dispense freely the supreme theriac of divine virtues, and lib-
erally bestow the greatest elixir of the love of God, so that
you may give freshness and grace to the withered souls of the
Turkmen, and with your Christ-like breath bring to life the
spiritually dead among those tribes and peoples.

Such is the hope from the favors of the Glorious Lord, and such
is the expectation, until we see what the power of the Friend’s
arm will accomplish. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04676

To: Mulla Husayn Ghadanfar son of Ghadanfar, in Mazandaran

Date: 1909-Jun-22

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received.
Extreme regret was felt at your hardship and difficulties, and
supplications and entreaties were made at the Divine Thresh-
old that ease might follow hardship and that relief might ap-
pear from the constraints of livelihood.

However, in all matters you must make your intention pure and
conduct yourself with the utmost trustworthiness and religious
devotion. This is the key to all good: “And whosoever feareth
God, He will appoint for him a way out, and will provide for
him from where he expecteth not. And whosoever putteth his
trust in God, He will suffice him.” “Had the people of the towns
believed and been God-fearing, We would have opened up for
them blessings from heaven.” This is the truth, and after truth
there is naught but manifest error.

You have permission to practice medicine, but on condition
that you use gentle, mild remedies and that when administer-
ing them to the patient you turn to the Divine Threshold and
with utmost sincerity of heart seek healing, and deal gently
with the patient.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

Date: 1909-Jun-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ole b (!

Thy letter was received. Due to lack of time, I write a brief
reply. The photographs, that is, the pictures accompanying
the brief letters, arrived and were most acceptable. The book
of Tablets of the Blessed Beauty was received in Paris from
both Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Siyavash and Jinab-i-Muhibu’s-Sultan.
A telegram arrived from Jinab-i-Muvaqqaru’d-Dawlih and was
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immediately answered, stating that their honors Aga Mirza
Tarazullah and Aqa Mirza Ali-Akbar should remain in Shiraz
for the summer and depart at the beginning of autumn.

A reply to the Spiritual Assembly was written and is enclosed
with this letter. The Surih of the Companions of the Elephant
will, God willing, be interpreted later and sent to you. At
present there is not time to write even one line or interpret
the Companions of the Birds, let alone the Companions of the
Elephant. Pray that ‘Abdu’l-Baha may find a little time to
write a commentary.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03244

To: Nush et al., in Bombay
Date: 1909-Jun-23

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although your letter was detailed,
the response must necessarily be brief for two reasons: one
is lack of time and the other is wisdom. Bombay has long
been the focus of the friends’ attention, and that city’s name
was uttered many times from the Blessed Tongue. Since it re-
ceived these bounties - that is, its name was heard from the
Blessed Tongue and it was the focus of the friends’ attention
- it is hoped that Bombay will become a rose garden of faith
and certitude in India and a center for the emanation of di-
vine traces and lights. This is what we await. Furthermore,
the friends must know what manner of speech, conduct and
deeds are required for this supreme glory, what attraction and
rapture are needed, what detachment and sanctity are obliga-
tory, and what spirituality and radiance are fitting. We hope
that through the all-encompassing hidden bounties, the lights
of justice and fairness will shine forth and what befits the op-
pressed party will become manifest and determined. This is
the ultimate extent of my hope and desire and the utmost of
my aim and aspiration.

Regarding what you had written about, God willing a definite
arrangement will be made. Do not be sorrowful, do not be
grieved. The waves of the boundless ocean of the All-Merciful
have such power that these events, which are like foam, have
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no consequence. Soon through the power of the waves, the
surface of the sea will be cleansed and sanctified of foam.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Rahim son of Khalil Tabib Arjumand, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jun-23

O disciple of that illustrious person, your detailed letter was
noted. I do not have time for a detailed response, so I am
writing a very brief reply that the main purpose of establishing
spiritual assemblies is the diffusion of the divine fragrances, the
exaltation of the Word of God, and the chanting of the verses
of God. Day and night thoughts should be focused on discov-
ering means of teaching so that the confirmations of the Abha
Kingdom may arrive successively like heavenly hosts and waves
of the boundless ocean. These are the fundamental aims and
purposes of these assemblies, and additionally some spiritual
matters that have no connection to government and politics
can be consulted upon and decisions made.

Now there is no disagreement about the main purpose between
the assemblies, and if differences of thought arise between two
assemblies regarding secondary matters, one can follow the ex-
ample of the American friends - once a month the men’s as-
sembly and women’s assembly can meet together and discuss
the matters of disagreement, with the majority vote being deci-
sive. This is better than now debating about whether multiple
assemblies are permissible or not.

In the future the House of Justice will be the solver of all
difficulties. Whatever is not explicitly laid down in the text is
referred to the House of Justice. And certainly you know that
wisdom lies in what is being written. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Caroline L M Rogers, in Egypt
Date: 1909-Jun-23

O seeker of forgiveness! I have read your letter indicating re-
pentance for sins and devotion to the Mighty, the Loving One.
I praised God for casting into your heart remorse for what has
passed and hope to make amends for what is past in the future.
I beseech God to assist you in this.

Know that the ocean of forgiveness has waves like mountains -
in each wave thousands of the remorseful and those who regret
their negligence in the Cause of God are submerged. Remain
firm in this state and supplicate to the exalted Lord. Seek
forgiveness for your sin at all times and moments.

Strive with mighty effort in deeds pure as crystal water that
remove all stains and purify one from all symptoms - indeed
they are like Job’s bath, cleansing the filth of all sins and ev-
ery chronic illness in hearts. I pray God to make you pure and
clean from self and desire, obedient to the command of the
Lord, attracted by the breaths of God, steadfast in pure inten-
tion in the love of God, constant in good deeds and complete
sanctification.

Convey my abundant, sufficient and healing greetings and salu-
tations to Husayn Ruhi Effendi. Upon you be greetings and
praise.

PN_1909C pl115

AB00071

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz
Date: 1909-Jun-24

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received,
and its contents occasioned profound grief, for it indicated
that even now hostile factions, like ravening wolves, are attack-
ing one another, engaged in bloodshed, plunder and pillage.
Glory be to God! Man, who should be the source of divine
emanations and the cause of fellowship, love, unity and con-
cord among tribes and peoples, hath instead completely turned
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away from this bountiful grace and taketh pride in the base
characteristics of savage beasts. The more sharp one’s claws,
the greater his pride. The instigators of this strife and conflict,
and the founders of this warfare and bloodshed, are the evil
divines who in these days have divided into two factions - one
supporting the government and the other the people - whereas
the sacred text of the Qur’an declareth: “This your community
is a single community, and I am your Lord, so worship Me,”
and “But people have cut off their affair between them into
sects: each party rejoices in that which is with itself.”

As for us, praise be to God, we remain aloof from such con-
flict and contention, and stand remote from all dissension and
separation. We pray for all, saying: O Lord! Cause these
bloodthirsty factions to abhor savagery and repent of blood-
shed. Make them heavenly, divine, and merciful, that like
unto angels they may become manifestations of divine virtues
and daysprings of godly attributes. May they abandon differ-
ences and seek unity, be delivered from strife and conflict and
pursue fellowship and concord, be rescued from the darkness
of error and illumined by the light of supreme guidance. O
God! Make these needy ones wise, and these deranged ones
sane. Transform these wolves into gazelles in the meadow of
unity, and bestow upon these bloodthirsty ones the nature of
angels. O Lord! Deal not with them according to their ca-
pacity and worthiness, but shower upon them Thy favors and
bounties. If Thou leavest these savage beasts to their own
devices, no living soul shall remain in that region - all shall
be consigned to hell and fall prey to grievous torment. There-
fore, through Thy grace and favor, make these ignorant ones
knowing, and gather these scattered ones beneath the shadow
of Thy loving-kindness. Grant them peace and righteousness,
and free them from the sword and weapons of war. Bestow
upon them reconciliation, friendship, truthfulness and spiri-
tual awareness. Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, and Thou
art the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the All-Seeing.

In truth, O Khattat, the errors of the people of that land are
beyond count or measure. The people of Tabriz truly deserved
this upheaval, for they hung the Blessed Body in that square
and made it the target of a thousand bullets. This turmoil,
this torment, and this punishment are the consequences of
those misdeeds. The Jews beheaded John the Baptist, and
after forty years God raised up Titus the Roman, and the land
of Palestine was stained with the blood of the slain. Now, if
the people of Tabriz shed each other’s blood, be not surprised.
This is the recompense for those deeds. Nevertheless, with
heart and soul submerged in an ocean of grief from this tumult
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and commotion, We beseech the Lord God with utmost sup-
plication and entreaty that, through His grace alone, He may
extinguish this kindled fire and remove this strife and blood-
shed.

The heretical mujtahid named Hassan deemed the killing of
the friends praiseworthy and issued a fatwa. Thus, due to the
evil influence of that miscreant, government officials fell into
inflicting this torment; otherwise, that hypocrite would have
killed and plundered all the divine friends. Despite this fatwa,
defeat will surely come to pass and overthrow will occur. We
are utterly grieved that several friends, though neutral and
faithful, were accidentally martyred. Previously, prayers were
written and sent for two of them to the Court of the One. Now
too, a prayer is being written and sent for Aga ‘Ali-Muhammad.
You must console the divine friends in this distress and give
them glad tidings of divine grace and bounty.

These events are now paving the way so that paths may be
smoothed, the warring factions may weaken in might and
power, and God’s loved ones may find a vast field and range
freely. The masses, like cattle, may come to understand, and
the leaders of the nation may observe how ill-tempered, bel-
licose, destructive, and faithless these divines and mujtahids
are - who, for mere delusions of gaining prestige or preserving
their position, issue fatwas for the blood of Muslims. Even if
the truth of this Cause remains unknown to people despite
clear proof and manifest evidence - for most are heedless and
negligent - can the irreligiosity of these divines, the oppression
and transgression of these foolish ones, and the audacity and
impudence of these ignorant ones also remain unknown, when
it has become clear as the sun at its zenith? Therefore take
heed, O people of insight! In the mighty Qur’an it states:
“We have cast among them enmity and hatred until the Day
of Resurrection.” Thus it has become clear and evident that
this fighting and strife, this war and conflict, are the results of
heedlessness and error.

i Convey to all the divine friends, on my behalf, the Most Glo-

rious and Most Wondrous greetings with utmost longing. Al-
though they too have become distressed by these events and
have been rendered homeless and subjected to sudden calami-
ties, they still have relative peace and comfort compared to
others, and some measure of tranquility and relief. All these
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occurrences are based on wisdom, and their consequences will
be revealed hereafter.

Let it be manifest and evident. Therefore, let them not be
sorrowful, let them not be grieved, let them not sit in de-
spair. Rather, let them engage in the remembrance of the All-
Forgiving Lord with utmost joy and gladness, offer abundant
thanksgiving, guide souls to the extent possible, and become
intimate with the spreading of the divine verses. In days when
in this Most Great Prison the fire of enmity was ablaze, con-
straints pressed from every direction, oppressors were antago-
nistic, and the tyrannical, losing group of inquisitors would, at
every hour and by some means, act with complete injustice and
tyranny, despite all this, praise be to God, we were in the ut-
most joy and were heedless of the oppression of the vainglorious
ones. For praise be to God, we are captives in God’s path and,
in our love for the Truth, deserve chains and fetters. The cup
of tribulation is full to overflowing, afflictions and trials are se-
vere, and the assault of every young Yazid is clear and evident,
until the clouds of enmity dispersed and the lights of confir-
mation from the Most Glorious Beauty became radiant and
manifest. Now the friends in Tabriz must also become stirring,
that all may testify that these holy souls find purity in tribula-
tion and arise in faithfulness from tyranny. Grievous torment
is to them a paradise of delight, and the greatest calamity a
bounty from their Generous Lord. On the day of sorrow they
rejoice, and in times of misfortune they experience success.

O my God, my God! These are Thy chosen servants, Thy no-
ble loved ones, and Thy distinguished faithful ones who have
fallen into severest tribulation and trial through the conflict
and fighting that has broken out among the people of error.
They have fought like ravening wolves, ferocious beasts, and
losing dogs, shedding blood and destroying and slaying one an-
other, fearing not the Most Great Catastrophe and avoiding
not the supreme calamity, for they are insects that will not
prosper and savage creatures that cannot reason. They have
fought like beasts and struck one another with scattered bullets,
not realizing that this is a torment that will cast them into hell,
deprive them of paradise, and make them taste grievous pun-
ishment. O Lord! Reform these adversaries, calm the frenzy
of these base ones, cause them to return to amity after enmity,
make them desist from oppression and corruption, and cause
them to fear the Day of Gathering.
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O Lord, Lord! Verily Thy servant Muhammad-‘Ali was at-
tracted to Thy glorious Kingdom and enkindled with the fire
of Thy love, aware of the hidden mystery. The arrow of the
people of error struck him and he fell prostrate on the field
of battle though he had no part in the conflict, but was inno-
cent of all strife and combat. But when the cavalry attacked
by day and night, and fired bullets with no escape possible,
at that time Thy penitent servant fell to the earth, prostrate
and slain. O Lord, Lord! Through Thy grace, number him
among the martyrs, cause him to enter the company of the
distinguished ones, and make him one of those who sacrifice
themselves in Thy path, O Lord of the most beautiful names!
Lord! He turned toward the kingdom of Thy mercy, clung
to the hem of Thy uniqueness, and longed to enter the gar-
den of Thy oneness. Grant him the bounty of meeting Thee
and shed upon him the light of Thy glory. Verily Thou art the
All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate; verily Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Generous; and verily Thou art to Thy servants
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AB03656

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi

Date: 1909-Jun-26

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ol b !

This servant is writing a reply through the candle of the love of
God, His Honor Manshadi. The news of the establishment of
the Spiritual Assembly in that land brought joy to hearts. It is
hoped that that gathering will become a reflection of the realm
above and receive a ray from the Supreme Concourse. How
excellent is what was said: “That which is below has a form
of that which is above.” I swear by the Most Great Name that
if those souls become detached from every thought and their
hearts become like polished mirrors, surely the effulgences of
the Kingdom will unveil and manifest in such a way that the
horizons of that region will become illumined.

I will write a reply to the letter of His Honor Aqa Mirza Isma’il
Khan and send it with this letter - please deliver it.
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You wrote about the upheaval in Iran - this is the result of
the actions of Mirza Fadlu’llah Nuri and Mirza Hasan Tabrizi
and the oppressors of Sirjan and the tyrants of Sangsar. If
these things had not occurred, Iran would now be in complete
comfort and tranquility. And in these events there is a wisdom
- Tabriz needed to become bloodied. That pure blood which
was spilled on that dusty earth must necessarily have such an
effect. That is the decree of One mighty and knowing.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11352

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909-Jun-27

... The printed letter written by the Western Bahais to the East-
ern Bahais was noted. Its contents were replete with the truths
and mysteries of the Peerless Lord. Surely it will be the cause
of the spirit and fragrance for the friends in Iran....
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AB03388

To: Diyaud-Din, in Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jun-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written with utmost humility and lowliness reached this
land. Its meanings were pure supplication and entreaty, and
its purpose and hopes were success in serving the Cause of the
All-Glorious One - and this is the greatest gift in the human
world.
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2 Praise be to God, thou hast inherited the light of the Most
Great Guidance from father to grandfather, and thou walkest
upon the mighty path and the straight way. Thou art intoxi-
cated from the cup of pure water and satisfied from the living
waters, and thou art occupied with service to the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar and detached from all else save God.

Give hope through the favors of the Lord, the Chosen One,
to Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Aqa, the successful uncle, and likewise
awaken the cherished maidservant of God, the honored mother
Khadijih, with the holy fragrances, and give glad tidings of the
favors of the Beloved to thy brother Mirza Baha’u’d-Din.

And it is hoped from the Generous Lord that the noble grand-
father Mirza Muhammad may be immersed in the ocean of the
favors of the One Lord in the eternal, everlasting world, and
likewise may the affectionate father Mirza Baqir be submerged
in the lights of the Kingdom of pardon and forgiveness.

5 In any case, thou and thy kind brother must both arise to serve
in such a way that the holy spirits of those two pure souls may
become joyous and glad in the luminous world. And upon you
both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05727

To: Gera Bosormeny, in Chicago
Date: 1909-Jun-28

...If you act according to the counsels of Baha’u’llah, be assured
that spiritual fragrances will perfume your nostrils, the rays of
the Sun of Truth will shine upon your heart and soul, and you
will succeed in serving the world of humanity, for kindness to all
is worship of the All-Glorious Lord. Look not to days gone by.
Now you must become a servant of the Kingdom, make your
nature and character merciful, and arise with the attributes of
the holy souls of the Lord. Become a sign of guidance and a
luminous heavenly lamp if you arise to follow the counsels and
admonitions of the Blessed Beauty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o QU g BT slles comst STl
5 A b plie Gloyy Olei § Ol
By s X Ol 4 I s Cide e 5
S Gl L @25 oldl e canz
a1y s (-L;\ Sl 8 O s nle
5 6ef o ol al b L
“adin st Oliay 3 QU Gl | s
o8 s S st S Gy
dles la 5 Wy 51 (502 Gl Gl

Sl pls SDls

116


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=171
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=170

Vol. 142: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1909, part IT (May-Jul)

AB11751

2 O seeker of truth! Human souls are absorbed in desires and pas-
sions and are captives of the world of nature. Without divine
power, deliverance from the darkness of the world of nature
is impossible. The breathings of the Holy Spirit are needed
to bring the dead to life. A skilled physician is required to
cure chronic disease. The drops of rain from the clouds are
necessary to make plain and mountain verdant and flourish-
ing. Therefore, success and prosperity are impossible except
through the power of the Word of God....
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AB11751

To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani
Date: 1909-Jun-28

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The pentameter verse which
you composed and recited was sent from Mashhad and was
noted. Praise be to God, the talent flows naturally and the
temperament is like running water. The poetry is like scat-
tered pearls and the verses are luminous pearls from the sea of
light, but on condition that they be confined to praise of the
Blessed Beauty. Therefore, in coming festivals we await reso-
nant odes from your flowing talent in praise of the Luminary
of the horizons (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones)
to appear and become manifest, so that upon hearing them the
denizens of the Supreme Concourse may be moved to ecstasy
and joy.

Convey most glorious greetings to his honor your father Shah
Khalilullah and the maidservant of God, the attracted one
Marzieh Khanum. At a suitable time and with her agreement,
we will summon that suppliant, enkindled, eloquent leaf.

3 And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06682

To: Javanmard Gushtasb et al., in Bombay

Date: 1909-Jun-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

The interpretation of the dream which thou didst have is this:
That mighty tree is the Blessed Tree and the goodly Tree which
has its roots in the earth and its branches in heaven. That
frightful creature is one who raised a loud cry and clamor and
outwardly clung to the Blessed Tree. That brave lion is the
Lion of the Covenant who with one movement caused that
creature filled with hatred to fall to the ground, and the Blessed
Tree remained established in its place. That woman who was
above the tree is the Law of God, and the rooster is the Divine
Herald, indicating that the Cause of God will reach the utmost
degree of aspiration.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06696

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jun-28

O steadfast one in the Covenant!
From its contents it became clear that the desire of your heart
and soul is that your gracious son may sacrifice his life in the
path of the glorious Lord, and may travel and journey through
lands in the company of His Holiness Taraz and Ali Akbar, may
open an eloquent tongue and engage in praise of the gracious
Lord, may speak forth and achieve success and victory, may
guide the thirsty ones to the fountainhead of guidance, give
them to drink from the spring of certitude, and lead them to
true conviction.

This intention is most blessed and this purpose is infinitely
precious. I hope that he may be confirmed and assisted.
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Convey to the maidservant of God, the devoted honored wife,
from me the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings.
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AB12520

To: Naraqi, Abu’l-Qasim et al.
Date: 1909-Jun-28

O my God, my God! These servants of Thine are fragrant flow-
ers in the gardens of Thy love, towering trees in the woodlands
of Thy knowledge, and fishes swimming in the pools of Thy
bounty.

O Lord! Make these blossoms fresh through the outpourings of
the clouds of Thy grace, and these flowers resplendent through
the warmth of the Sun of Thy mercy, that the chalices of their
spirits may overflow with gratitude and praise unto Thee, and
their faces may shine with radiant lights from the dawning-
place of Thy oneness.

Immerse them in the ocean of forgiveness and pardon, and
grant them a blessed dwelling in the mansion of benevolence.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Ever-Forgiving, and verily,
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AB08928

To: Mary Althea Dorr, in Washington, DC

Date: 1909-Jun-28

O thou plant of the Garden of the Love of God! Al ez £l Ji &

Thy letter was received and its contents caused joy. I beg of the
Beauty of Abha in lamenting and supplication that thou mayst
open thy tongue in divine explanation and guide thy neighbors
and kinsfolk and cause them to reach the Fountain-head of Life;
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that in the divine Garden thou mayst become a plant with the
utmost freshness and tenderness through the sprinklings of the
clouds of the Kingdom, that thou mayst bring forth the fruit
of knowledge and spread thy shade upon seekers.

Upon thee be the Glory of the Most Glorious!
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AB11161

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909-Jun-28

...the message from the friends in the West to the loved ones
in the East was perused. Its contents were replete with diverse
meanings and indicated the utmost love, steadfastness and con-
stancy. Assuredly, amidst this most great tempest that hath
encompassed the East, this letter will be the cause of joy and
gladness to the friends....
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To: Ainul-Hukama
Date: 1909-Jun-30

O thou who art the very eye of the loved ones and the adorn-
ment of the well-beloved! Render thanks unto God that the
end of thy journeying hath become the beginning of His be-
stowals, and the farthest goal of thy travel the opening of His
grace. Thou hast, with utmost longing, circumambulated the
resting-place of the Wronged One of the world and the Day-
Star of the divine dawning. Now arise like unto the sea in
its surging and tumult, set thy face toward the city of love,
and in that land deal with friend and stranger alike in the
utmost loving-kindness. Conduct thyself toward familiar and
alien with affection and tenderness. Be unto every sick one a
compassionate physician, and unto every ailing soul the most
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excellent nurse. Be a flowing treasure unto poor and needy
alike, whether friend or foe, and a spirit and quickening life
unto the weak within and without. So far as thou art able, be
a refuge and shelter for the destitute, and from time to time
a healing balm for the afflicted, that the nostrils of all may
be perfumed with the sweet savors of true love and sincere
mercifulness. Under no circumstances fix thine eyes upon the
shortcomings, remissness, or pride of any soul, but turn thy
gaze unto the Lord, the All-Forgiving.

Thou hadst inquired concerning the continuance of true life,
which is the life of the heart and not the life of the body.
Thou knowest this servant to be deprived of every opportunity
and leisure; therefore a brief explanation is set forth. The ex-
tinction of bodily life needeth no exposition, for it is manifest
and evident. But the life of the heart is a grace streaming from
the Sun of Truth, and eternity is among its inherent properties.
Yet the birds of clay have no tidings of the world of holiness,
that they might comprehend with what splendor and radiance
everlasting life shineth in the divine realm. Nevertheless, the
outward is the title-page of the inward; if one but considereth
appearances, it becometh plain and manifest that the gems of
being abide and endure in the world of soul and conscience,
for the hearts of the free are the sepulchres of the sanctified.
Though they be absent from this world of water and clay, yet
in the realm of spirit and heart they are living and present.

Observe how thousands of conquering kings and renowned men
came and passed away. “Thou canst hear from them neither
sound nor whisper.” They have utterly perished and become
as naught. But feeble souls, though in the eyes of men they
were held of little account, when once they drew the light of
guidance from that luminous Orb, were seated upon the throne
of ether and placed upon their heads the crown of everlasting
glory. Even unto this day the lights of their sanctity shine forth
resplendent and radiant from the horizon of the All-Merciful.
Therefore regard the outward as an indication of the inward,
and the visible as a witness to the unseen. Likewise consider
that it is impossible and inconceivable for a nonexistent thing
to leave behind a known effect. Since the effects endure and
are manifest, the continuance of the one who produced them is
certain, evident, and beyond denial. Behold how the effects of
Christ, that beauteous and radiant Countenance, are, like the
light of the morn, manifest and unmistakable. This none can
deny. It is an everlasting sovereignty which through all these
centuries and ages hath remained and endured, and through
the abiding being of God is itself established and imperishable.
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This brief explanation hath been given; do thou infer from
the concise the more ample. As to the saying, “The believer
liveth in both worlds,” it is clear and evident.
this world the spiritual are alive, whilst the material are dead
and withered. Though they possess an earthly life, they are
bereft of the pure spirit and cast aside, for the life of the flesh
is even as death, and animal existence is but confused dreams
wherein there is no stability. This is their portion in the first
creation. And in the life to come they shall have no share in
the Kingdom of the Most Glorious. But those souls who are
divine, who are the signs of the glory of the Lord, are as rays
returning unto the Sun of Truth, and the power of spiritual
vision revealeth this reality. I hope that through the aid and
grace of the One God thou mayest behold these stations with
the eye of certitude and attain unto the truth of certitude.

For even in

For if existence were to end with this fleeting life, it would
wholly fail of result and be but sheer delirium, and nonexis-
tence were better than such a state. How could it be that
realities should traverse the degrees of being, and that the end
of all their ascents should be only this: that in this world they
should encounter griefs and sorrows, be deprived of the heart’s
desire and the soul’s repose, and that this should prove the ut-
most end of all stages and the final goal of all journeys? Alas
for man, if the end of the way should be this abode which is
the center of trials and pains! Exalted is God above such a
thought, and beyond this there is in the realm of possibility a
far more wondrous creation. Upon thee be greeting and praise.
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ABU1770

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jun-30 in Akka

The most important thing is that which comes through the
Spirit — the Breath of the Holy Spirit. The soul through the
Spirit can realize the Kingdom. The soul can recognize and
feel the Love of God. Distance cannot prevent the receiving
of spiritual bounties. Hills and mountains cannot check that!
Why? Because of the chains and bonds of the Spirit. The sun
is very far, in the highest position. There is a great distance
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etween earth and sun, yet remoteness and distance canno
bet th and , yet t d dist t
prevent its rays from shining on us.

Without firmness there will be no result. Trees must be firm
in the ground to give fruit. The foundation of a building must
be very solid in order to support the building. If there be
the slightest doubt in a believer, he will be without result.
How often did Christ warn Peter to be steadfast! Therefore,
consider how difficult it is to remain firm, especially in the time
of trials. If man endure and overcome the trials, the more will
he become firm and steadfast. When the tree is firmly rooted,
the more the wind blows the more the tree will benefit; the
more intense the wind the greater the benefit. But if weak, it
will immediately fall.

As Christ foretold, we will take the real food in the Kingdom
with the Father. That is the real meeting. It has no limit, no
end, no separation.

SW_v08#08 p.100x, PN_1909 p003, PN_1909 p074, PN_1909B p006,
PN__1909C p071, DJT.020-021x, BLO_ PN#027x

ABU0429

Words spoken at the house of Consul A. in Haifa, July 1909 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Are not the Commandments of the Decalogue the basis of the moral laws and
precepts of the Kitab-i-Aqdas?

Eighteenth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

From conversations of the Master with Consul Abella and Dr.
F. concerning questions of law.

Place: Veranda of Consul A. in Haifa.
Time: July 1909

Persons: Apart from the above, a number of Arab Baha'’is as
well. Language: Arabic (without dragoman).

Consul A. (Catholic, but freethinker): “Excellency (turning to
the Master), are not the Commandments of the Decalogue (10
Commandments of the Old Testament) the basis of the moral
laws and precepts of the Kitab-i-Aqdas?”

The Master: “My friend, this could be answered with a yes and
no, namely: the Blessed Beauty (Baha’u’llah), it is true, has
taken the elementary moral laws of the Holy Prophet Musa
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(Moses) to some extent as basis for His Laws, partly He has ex-
panded them. The perfect Manifestation commands therefore:
Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery, thou
shalt not steal. Thou shalt not give false testimony. Thou
shalt not bend the law. Beyond that our Holy Book also for-
bids so-called holy war (religious war), it forbids separation on
the basis of legal impurity. (Legal, i.e. ritual impurity consists
for example in a Muslim, a Hindu, a Zoroastrian not being
permitted to eat with members of another Faith, in not being
permitted to shake hands, talk with them, deal or associate
with them etc.).

His Holiness the Bab, even more the Blessed Perfection, have
commanded love of one’s enemy - like our Lord Christ. Love
of one’s enemy flowers from peaceableness and then leads to
absolute passivity, which first of all tolerates evil, nay avoids
it or finally overcomes it with ‘good’. In the Bayan (the Book
of Laws of the Bab), even more in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, it is
commanded to train children and youth to utmost courtesy,
for a courteous person honours his fellow-man, he cannot but
be peaceable and tolerant. The positive command to courtesy
and the strict prohibition of ritual impurity serve an immediate
practical purpose, namely: the free association of merchants of
the divers religions and races is thereby initiated and fostered,
and the great goals of the Baha’i Teachings of the brotherhood
of man, world unity and world peace - are brought closer to
realization.

The state, religious, administrative and criminal laws of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas are all more or less connected to the basic law
of the love of one’s enemy and of peaceableness.

The European and the American very often do not understand
the oriental concepts in matters of the law. The basic difference
between western and eastern legal concepts lies in the different
relationship of the Occidental and the Oriental to one God and
Creator.

To the Occidental his God is - if he even acknowledges a God
above him - a metaphysical Being in a remote, strange and neb-
ulous beyond, to Whom one pays homage on Feasts and Holy
Days, and Who does not count in every-day life, in commerce
and politics, in general behaviour. But to the Oriental the
Godhead is a real personality, present in everything and every-
where. Every-day life, the orders of nature, in brief the whole
of human and animal life are the work of God, are subject to
the Laws of God. From this results the supreme fact that the
Oriental did not know and does not know any difference be-
tween divine and human law. A recognized legal statute - be it
in civil or criminal law -was not a human invention, a human
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precept, but it represents - without any exception - a divine
commandment or prohibition.

Thus, when an Oriental transgresses against a statute in civil
law, he thereby transgresses against God. Strictly speaking
the Oriental does not know human crimes, but only human
transgressions against God, the Lord and Creator.

The God of the Occidental stands far removed from practical
life, but the Oriental knows - whether he follows it or not - that
his whole life, his every-day life, belongs under the care and
in the service of God. The whole of life, in its seemingly most
outward, lowly or worldly things, must for the Oriental become
a continuous worship of God. - It is said that in southern
Germany (Wiirttemberg?) there are believers in God who have
an attitude to God totally oriental (pietists?), and the colonists
here (Templars) are said to have once belonged to them.”

Here the Consul is called away, his secretary deputizes for him.
New Persian Baha’i guests are ushered in - after the welcome
the conversation continues in the Persian language and leads
away from the above topic. Dr. F. is also called away and
takes her leave.

On leaving I reflect on the explanations of the Master and must
admit that in the Orient the religious factor played a decisive
role in the past (see for example the Israelites) and continues
to do so at the present time, affecting public as well as private
life, while in the Occident God and His Laws are close to one
primarily on Sundays and Holy Days!

What does this lead to? To the fall of the Occident? To the
rise of the Orient?

Ex oriente lux is still valid today.

SDW v12#03 p.027-028

AB00974

To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1909-Jul ca.

When you enter a public meeting deliver this Message from
Abdul-Baha:

O ye friends of God!
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All the people of the world today are workmen of destruction
or ruin. Everyone as though with an axe is striking at the root
of the foundation of humanity. They hold in their hands great
implements of warfare and destruction. Among the greatest
is the axe of religious prejudices or sectarian bias, as well as
that of racial bias; another implement of ruin is the persistent
accumulation of commercial benefit or profit; another, the love
of conquest of new domains, as is also the enmity, hatred and
bigotry among the nations and tribes. These souls are entirely
inadvertent to the relations of the Kingdom of God, deprived
of the relations of Unity, and despaired of the Life Eternal.
Although outwardly they may be extremely civilized, never-
theless they live in darkness.

Now, God has chosen you from among mankind, and has
guided you to the Kingdom, has enlightened your hearts with
the love of God, so that you may be the cause of guidance
to these people, in order that you may become a cause of
guidance to the world of humanity. He has appointed you as
the builders of the edifice of true manhood. Consider with
what a power of morals you must arise in order to withstand
all vicissitudes. All these people, all these promoters as
workers of warfare and ruin are spreading the deeds of hatred
among nations. Now, consider with what a peace and concord
you must go forth in order that you may be capable of
overcoming the antagonistic forces.

It is my hope that you may prove yourselves to be the first ser-
vants of the realm of humanity, and the builders of the edifice
of Divine Justice. That you may radiate the light of the Love
of God to such an extent as to be able to remove entirely the
gloom and darkness of hatred, bigotry and enmity from among
humanity. Know all mankind of all nations, sects and tribes
as your kith and kin. Consider not their deeds, but only God.
Seek your reward from Him and not from them. Know the aged
of all nations as your fathers, the juveniles as your brothers and
the children as your own. No matter what lack of courtesy or
what severe persecution or stern expressions of hate and un-
fathomable enmity you receive, you must have no excuse like
the following: “So and so has spoken unkindly about me,” “So
and so has not done me justice,”—nay, rather you must have
no excuse but live according to the Divine Teachings, whether
humanity prove agreeable or disagreeable, whether humanity
prove hateful or loving, whether it receives you or casts you out,
so that perchance you may be assisted in hoisting the standard
of peace and pitching the Tabernacle of Oneness and solidarity
of the world of humanity—so that this temporal life may ul-
timate in the Life Everlasting, and this darkness of ignorance
which has pervaded the whole world may be converted into the
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illumination of guidance. So that material man may become
celestial, and the earthly souls become the heavenly souls; that
the blind may become perceptive, the deaf attentive, the igno-
rant wise, the dead arise, so that, in fact, the Kingdom of
God in the world of humanity may pitch its Canopy and its
Tabernacle in the utmost glory.”

SW_ v05#09 p.130, SW_ v08#10 p.136, PN_ 1909 p061
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Words spoken on Mt Carmel in summer of 1909 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: On the Tablet of Ishraqat

Twelfth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Instruction by ‘Abdu’l-Baha of His western visitors concern-
ing the canonical books of the Prophet Baha’u’llah (Summer
1909).

Place: Garden of a Persian Baha’i on the slope of the Carmel.
A Persian Baha'i translates the utterances of the Master into
English:

“The book of the Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah, which bears
the glorious name Ishragat, completes in many respects the
Holy Book Kitab-i-Aqdas. The title Ishragat, translated into
English, means something like: the Rays of the Light (in Ger-
man: Lichtstrahlen). Just as the rays of the sun concentrate
themselves in a mirror and are reflected, so are the Prophetic
Rays of Light of His Holiness Baha’u’llah reflected in the lines
of this Book, and their luminous refulgence is shed on the for-
tunate reader and enlightens his understanding. Let us look at
the nine rays of light emanating from the book of Ishraqat:

1. The oneness of mankind shall be promulgated, in that
the Baha’is will endeavour with all their power and capacity
(might) to bring about peace among peoples.

2. From this will grow, as one of the peaceful fruits of justice,
the brother-hood of mankind, based on the new Religion of
Unity (Baha’i Teaching).

3. The Religion of Unity must be nurtured with the aid of a
unifying language and a unifying script; attention should also
be paid to the learning of the most important languages of the
world in addition to one’s mother tongue.
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4. Understanding among peoples should be ensured through
a Supranational House of Justice (Baytu’l-‘Adl), which will
at the same time and above all serve to guard and preserve
universal peace (as the great Tsar tried to do in the Hague
(Remark of the Master)).

5. The National Houses of Justice are entrusted with fostering
public morality on the religious basis of the Baha’i Teachings.

6. Theirs also is the duty to carefully cultivate the lower and
higher educational systems.

7. Public administration is to be organized, beginning with
the Local Houses of Justice up to the National Houses of Jus-
tice. Supranational questions are under the jurisdiction of the
International House of Justice.

8. Through such a hierarchically graded local and national ad-
ministration a dependable, unbribable class of administrators
will also be trained.

9. The just administration on a religious basis in the divinely-
inspired bodies of the Local, National (and the Supranational)
Houses of Justice will also ensure the loyalty of the citizens of
the state, so that no more revolutions, upheavals of the state
and civil wars can come about.”

The Master added: “The reforms laid down in these nine rays
of light have already brought forth seeds and buds in three
countries of the East, namely in Persia, in Turkey and in Egypt
(See the Young Turks, Young Persians and the Young Egyp-
tians 1908-1912). The next two decades will let us see blos-
soms of freedom and fruits of culture in these countries. The
truly divine Baha’i Teachings are equally disseminated openly
and secretly, through Babis and Baha'’is, through adherents
and friends, through inspired disciples and those more remote.
- The holy spirit of the Religion of Unity is already in the air
and penetrates everywhere into the darkness of the peoples.
Ya Baha’u’l-Abha.”

With this greeting the Master retires for devotions and dis-
misses His guests.

SDW v11#09 p.100-101
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AB09760

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1909-Jul ca.

The good news of the unity and harmony among the friends
of New York brought much joy. I hope that this unity and
harmony may increase day by day until it reaches the degree
that it will attract Abdul Baha...

I became very happy to hear of the house that the friends
prepared for me in New York, but they must consider that the
heart and soul of Abdul Baha are present there, and the lights
of unity and harmony must shine to such an extent that the
house will be full of light and those who are there will feel that
really Abdul Baha is present...

Present my ever new and brilliant greeting to all the friends
and maid-servants of the Merciful.

PN__1909 p071

AB02656

To: Anvari Yazdi, Siyyid Mihdi son of Muhammad Bagir Yazdi et al., in Nayriz

Date: 1909-Jul-01

O wanderers on the path of God! Although the trials in Nayriz
were extremely harsh and your suffering poured like rain into
the cup of sorrow; although the Cup-Bearer had brought you
poison which you drank in the path for love of the Beloved;
for lovers, the bitterness of unexpected suffering was delicious.
Thank God that praise be to God, on the path of that Kind
Friend, you became bitter from sudden calamity. Soon you
will taste the honey, and on the path of love you will reach the
final destination.

You offered up your life and material possessions. You consid-
ered it a blessing when your homes were looted and plundered.
A thousand praises for those precious souls who found in place
of sacrifice the sweet cup of sorrow, who made the ultimate sac-
rifice and in complete attraction gave up their lives and raised
the banner in the world of sacrifice.
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And this is naught but from His grace and mercy, and He
singles out for His mercy whomsoever He willeth, and that
is from God’s grace which He bestoweth on whomsoever He
willeth, and God is the possessor of mighty grace.

In any case, O ye beloved, in this holy year, you have won the
arena of the love of God, you have superseded all in the love
of God and have advanced all others in finding meaning from
your life. God willing, may we also have or will have a portion!

fﬂ‘xuﬂ%;uﬂ*‘uwyw‘hrﬂ; :
:-Li{uﬂ@ia&\\‘}wuﬁ&));muﬂ
ﬁﬁf.‘}a,si&s\,

65 W Ele e o) 5o OLL ) b
Y3y A S Ol 51y (b 5 S
b dlelall usl 2 Sl 3l Qe
T e 5oy dals by ooy (o 55

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. %
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NYR#125
LMA2.418, MLK.102,  TAN.139-140,
NYMG.188, NYR#125

To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi
Date: 1909-Jul-01

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived and
its contents became known. Praise be to God that you have
become secluded and homebound in the path of that Graceful
Beloved, and have confined your precious time to writing words
and chanting verses. This supreme bounty deserves a thousand
thanks. The previous letters did not arrive due to lack of
security on the road, otherwise at least a brief reply would
certainly have been written to one of them. Now praise be to
God this letter arrived and spiritual sweetness was obtained
from its meanings. The palate of the soul became sweet and
the taste of consciousness became sugary.

My God, my God! Verily this servant has drunk the cup of
tribulation in Thy path and has tasted the bitterness of calami-
ties in his love for Thee. He has become the target of the
arrows of oppression and has remained patient upon the em-
bers of hatred, and has been consumed by the fire of Thy love
among the people, with tears flowing from his eyes in love for
Thy Most Exalted Beauty. O Lord! He is secluded from cre-
ation, attracted to the Truth, turned toward the Kingdom of
Beauty, yearning and longing for the gathering of reunion. O
Lord! Assist him in all conditions and circumstances, make
his hopes easy of fulfillment, resurrect him with the righteous
ones, and cause him to speak Thy praise among the free. Ver-
ily Thou art the Mighty, the Chosen One, and verily Thou art
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the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. And upon him be the
Most Glorious Beauty!

AB06236

To: Louise Waite, in Chicago
Date: 1909-Jul-01

O thou eloquent, expressive poetess!

How many poets have come to this world who have written
elegies and eulogies in the utmost of eloquence and excellence,
but because the meanings were the realities of the world of
nature, the effect was produced in the material world, and the
material world is limited, hence the effects of those meanings
were limited. But thou art composer of a poetry, which touches
the Divine Realities and Significances; therefore, they are the
Mysteries of the Kingdom, and the meanings of the Kingdom
are unlimited.

The poetry of the renowned is perused in the material meetings,
but the poetry will forever be read in the spiritual meeting.
Therefore, as long as thou canst, endeavor to show forth new
and fresh meanings from thy poetry and cause joy, gladness,
mirth and longing to the spiritual ones.

Thou art permitted to come (to ‘Akka).

PN__1909E p001, BLO__PT#052.07

AB06199

To: Samandari, Tarazullah et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jul-01

O my two dear friends!

The letters that were sent arrived and replies were written
and dispatched. During your stay in Shiraz, with utmost hu-
mility and supplication I beseech invisible confirmations and
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undoubted divine assistance for you, so that as befits and is
worthy you may succeed in service and servitude to the King-
dom of Oneness.

The news of the return of the Nayriz emigrants brought joy
and delight to our hearts. Surely by now they have found
some rest. These tribulations and ordeals are in truth divine
gifts and bounties, and the cause of fulfilling heart’s desire and
tranquility of soul.

The assistance that was sent from other lands was very timely
and accepted at the threshold of the All-Merciful. Jinab-i-Aqa
‘Abdu’l-Karim Sarvestani is permitted to attain the presence.

5 And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jul-01

O Lord! Thou hast caused to grow from the Tree of Thy One-
ness branches and offshoots extending to the heights of Thy
mercy, overshadowed by the confirmations of Thy Oneness. O
Lord! Make them fresh and verdant, flourishing through the
outpourings of the clouds of Thy mercy, stirred by the breezes
of Thy love, growing and thriving through the heat of the Sun
of Truth in Thy Kingdom.

O Lord! Assist the Afnans to serve Thy Cause, enable them to
be servants at Thy Threshold, make their faces sincere before
Thy Face, make their hearts firm in Thy Covenant, preserve
them in the cave of Thy protection and shelter, guard them be-
neath the shadow of the wing of Thy preservation and safekeep-
ing, and make them a source of prosperity and success among
Thy creation, that they may be adorned with the raiment of
perfection and shine forth with the lights of steadfastness in
the Covenant among Thy loved ones.

Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Most High, the Mighty,
the Generous, the All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful.
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ABU2353

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-01 in Akka

Thank GOD that He has gathered us all together here. Be-
fore this Cause was established the East and the West never
met; but now, since the Cause is established in Persia and
America, the East and the West are united, happy and in per-
fect love with one another. It is only a divine [?] power that
can accomplish this. Formerly, in Persia it was impossible for
Mohamedans, Christians and Jews to be friends and to meet
lovingly; but all will make an effort, in order that this love and
union may progress.

When turning away and gazing out of the window as though
into the future. Each sentence is a prophecy soon in vision:
that all religion become one, that all differences may be re-
moved. And this is that, I hope, all people be of one creed and
all nations as one.

PN__1909 p003, PN__1909 p075, PN__1909B p007, PN__1909C p072

ABU1085

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-02 in Akka

In this world the people are not of one kind. Their comprehen-
sion differs; their thought varies; their understanding is not
the same and their capacity also differs. Therefore because
of this difference, friendship and unity are difficult; although
the improvement and happiness of the human world depend
upon concord and harmony. For this reason a collective power
is needed to over-shadow these conditions; and that collective
power must be very mighty, that it may dominate the differ-
ences and remove every misunderstanding.

For example, in the members of the body there exist differ-
ences; the eye is not the ear, the hand is not the foot; but
there is a collective power in man, which is the spirit that is of
utmost power. Therefore the differences of the members is not
important. The oneness of the spirit causes harmony among
the members, or organs. It has given such a unity to the or-
gans that the differences even are harmonious. If the body of
man merely consisted of eyes, or head, or ears, it would have
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no beauty. The oneness of the spirit has given such a unity
to these organs that the differences are as ornaments for the
body.

Likewise in this world of existence there must appear or man-
ifest a collective aspect like unto the spirit (in man) with a
power to dominate the different elements of the body of human-
ity. Now we must consider, where in this Mighty Power which
can perform this work. Sometimes we find the collective power
is changed into political affairs; sometimes it is the national life;
sometimes that power is found in the species; sometimes it is
civilization, or it is the language, which collect the different
nations. The powers, such as national life, politics, language,
civilization,—although they are collective powers—cannot dom-
inate the differences which exist among humankind, that is,
cannot unite them absolutely; and if they exert any influence,
it is temporary. These will not have effect in the heart and
spirit of man.

But the Power of the word of GOD overcomes all, for the Word
of GOD is the Spirit for the body of the universe. This divine
Power will exert such an influence that different nations, sects,
peoples, and religions will collect under the shade of the Tent
of Oneness.

As the spirit of man unites and harmonizes the different organs
of the body, so the Word of God shall unite the differ nations
of the world.

PN__1909 p005, PN__1909 p076, PN__1909C p074
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Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-02 in Akka

Man first is like a pupil. He becomes learned. Then he becomes
a teacher. First he is a patient. He must attain perfect health.
Having attained it, he may become a doctor. At first you are
children. You become mature. Now you must be like fathers
and mothers.

I desire that each of you become so great that each may guide a
nation. Now the friends must endeavour to attain such stations
so as to teach the people of America. Divine qualities are
unlimited. For this reason you must not be satisfied with one
quality, but must try to attain all. Each of us must improve
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himself, that he may attain nothing short of the best. When
one stops, he descends. A bird, when it is flying, soars; but
as soon as it stops, it falls. While man is directed upward, he
develops. As soon as he stops, he descends. Therefore I wish
the beloved of God always to ascend and develop.

There exist in man two powers. One power uplifts him. This is
divine attraction, which causes man’s elevation. In all grades
of existence he will develop through this power. This belongs
to the spirit. The other power causes man to descend. This
is the animal nature. The first attracts man to the Kingdom.
The second brings him down to the contingent world. Now
we must consider which of these will gain more power. If the
heavenly power overcome, man will become heavenly, enlight-
ened, merciful; but if the worldly power overcome, he will be
dark, satanic, and like the animal. Therefore he must develop
continually. As long as the heavenly power is the great force,
man will ascend.

I have met many of the beloved of God this year. Therefore I
am very happy..

SW_v07#16 p.150-151x, SW_v14#01 p.009-010x, PN_1909 p006, PN_ 1909
p026, PN_1909 p076, PN_1909B p007, PN_1909C p073, PN_1909C p087,
DJT.024-025, DJT.033, BLO PN#027

ABU1655

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-02 in Akka

Next He sent for Carrie. And when we were all at His feet,
Munavvar interpreting for us. He said: “I hope a great love
may be established among you and that day by day this love
will increase. I have gathered you all together here that you
may be gathered in the same way in the Kingdom of God, and
that you may love one another very, very much. If you love one
another as you should, it is just as though you had loved me
as you should. The more you love one another, the nearer you
get to Me. I go away from this world, but Love stays always.
Therefore you should love one another very much. And I hope
that you will become the cause of establishing great love among
humankind and that, through the help and assistance of God,
you will be able to establish in this world the Love of God.
Baha’'u’llah endured all these hardships and difficulties only
for the sake of establishing Love in this world.”
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X said: “I wish I might be like this rose and exhale such fra-
grances.”

Our Lord: “One could be much more beautiful than this rose.
For the rose perishes. Its fragrance is just for a time. No winter
has any effect upon such a Rose as Man.”

“I wish,” said Alice, “that when we go home we may be able
to diffuse what we have received here.”

Our Lord: “As I have said before: Man first is like a pupil. He
becomes a learned man; then he becomes a teacher. First he is
a patient. He must attain perfect health, and, having attained
it, he can become a doctor. What I wish to say is that those
who have attained the Kingdom of God will themselves become
doctors. All the people of the world are patients, are ill. They
are in great need of doctors, so that through the help of the
doctors they may be cured of their spiritual diseases.

“The life of man will at last end in this world. We must all
take out of this life some fruit. The tree of one’s existence
must bear fruit. If a tree has not fruit you must cut it down
and burn it. It would be useless for other purposes. And what
is the fruit of the human tree? It is the Love of God. It is
love for humankind. It is to wish good for all the people of the
earth. It is service to humanity. It is truthfulness and honesty.
It is virtues and good morals. It is devotion to God. It is
the education of souls. Such are the fruits of the human tree.
Otherwise it is only wood, nothing else.”.

PN__1909 p005, PN_ 1909 p026, PN_1909B p011, PN_ 1909C p086, PN_ 1909F
p039, DJT.032-033, BLO_PN#027

ABU2920

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-02 in Haifa/Akka

Our real happiness is in the Kingdom. Here we seek no hap-
piness, because in this world happiness does not exist. If you
consider, you will see that people are in trouble. The majority
of people whom you question have nothing to tell you but of
their troubles. Their hearts are not at rest.
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And they cannot have this rest of heart but through the Love
of GOD. Therefore we must know what happiness exists in the
Other world, and not in this.

PN__1909 p004, PN_ 1909 p077, PN_ 1909B p008

ABU3065

Words to Mr Kinney, spoken on 1909-Jul-02 in Akka

Later I met Abdul-Baha at every turn. I was taking pictures
of the garden, etc, when He came. He laughed heartily and
said: “You steal my house and put it in your camera and you
steal my gardens and put them in your camera! And then you
take them to America with you! I shall send my lawyer after
you!”

Abdul-Baha said these words in English; then taking His seat,
He motioned for me to sit beside Him and throwing His arm
about me He said: “There are two ways of taking pictures.
These things about here that you have pictured will all pass
away, but the true picture is the one you take on the mirror of
the heart. Such pictures bring about great and eternal results.
Be sure that you print such pictures on the heart and take
them back to the loved ones in America. They will never fade
away.”

PN_ 1909 p060, PN_1909D p017

ABU1092

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-03 in Akka

I want to tell you that most of the nations and the majority of
the people are in perfect ignorance.

They are trying night and day to do something to destroy the
foundation of man. There are among them political fights and
wars. There are conflicts and disturbances. Every day they
are inventing new instruments for the destruction of human
life. There are among them also religious disputes and conflicts
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and disputes of patriotism. You hardly find two men between
whom there is real harmony and sympathy.

Now you must do your best, so that you may be able to remove
all these conflicts and disputes. You will change this darkness
into light; you will change this hatred and menace into love
and harmony, because your aim is a glorious one.

It is sure you will have to endure many difficulties in this Cause
and that great obstacles will come before you. You will have
many hindrances. But you must confront all and you must
endure all these difficulties.

You must give up all differences among you — differences of
opinion — and all work for the same aim. You must be qualified
with divine attributes, so that the Word of God may assist you,
so that the bounties of God may descend upon you. And know
that without the help of the Holy Spirit you will not be able
to do this. And the magnetism of the Word of God is sincerity
of intention. And until you are entirely severed from yourself
and emptied of yourself, you will never be sincere enough.

You must entirely sacrifice yourself. You must close your eyes
to all rest. You must give up even your happiness and your
enjoyments so that you may be able to do this.

It is true that you will be blamed very much and you will have
some difficulties and troubles. It is sure that people will show
enmity toward you, and it is possible your own relatives even
will try to oppose you. But you must be firm. And if you will

be firm and steadfast, be sure that you will become victorious.

You will be the cause of the union of the world of humanity.

As Christ said to a rich man: ‘Go, and give all you have, and
take up your cross and come and be My follower.” This saying
of Christ’s indicates that unless one is free from everything,
one cannot be a real follower of Christ.”

PN_ 1909 p006, PN_ 1909 p028, PN_1909B p012, PN_1909B p067, PN_ 1909C
p076, DJT.034-036, BLO_ PN#:027
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ABU1096

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-03 in Akka

Our Lord: “Jesus Christ said: ‘Freely have ye received; freely
must ye give! That is to say: Man has received the bounty of
the Kingdom for nothing, so you must give it to others as you
have received it. That is to say, not to wish for any reward or
compensation from the people. You should ask your reward of

God.

“But in this new Revelation many of the believers have attained
the Kingdom of God with great difficulty. They gave much to
obtain it.

“The Blessed Bab and Baha'u’llah were the Possessors of the
Kingdom. They gave the Kingdom to the people. But they
had many trials and difficulties. The Bab exposed His breast
to thousands of bullets from the enemy. Baha’u’llah, too, spent
all His life in the prisons. The beloved of God obtained the
Kingdom by the sacrifice of their lives, under calamities and
oppressions. Their houses were destroyed and their honour
lost. All their properties were pillaged. Their families and
children were taken as captives, and at last they themselves
were martyred. Now consider how difficult it was for these
people to obtain the Kingdom. Not withstanding this, the
Kingdom is so great that still they received the Kingdom freely!

“Now the purpose is this: that you also should procure the
Kingdom with so many sacrifices. It is possible you may have
these calamities and difficulties. The people will accuse you,
blame you and injure you, but you must show forth firmness
and steadfastness. And should there be no trials, nothing will
be accomplished. But when trials appear many will greatly
develop. That is to say: those who are sincere believers, firm
in the Cause, will develop and advance; but, on the contrary,
those who are weak in their faith will escape. But My hope is
that you will show forth firmness.”

“Tell Miss Juliet Thompson,” He said suddenly, laughing, “that
I am going to strike her. Others are delicate, but she is strong
and can stand it.” He laughed again. “I am going to beat her.”

“It has seldom happened in any age or cycle that women have
been killed as martyrs, but in this great Revelation many
women have been martyred. It happened many times that ene-
mies among the women collected together, striking and beating
a Baha’i woman. Still they could not appease their hostility,
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their rage, by striking. They bit with their teeth. And this
was due to their great rage.”

PN__1909 p007, PN_1909 p029, PN_1909B p012, PN_1909C p077, DJT.036-
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ABU1510

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-03 in Akka

All animals and birds sleep early. This is the creative law of
God. The birds sleep early. The rule is to sleep very early. This
is God’s wish. Children wish to go to bed early. Gradually man
acquires the habit of sleeping later. To sleep at sunset is the
law of God. All children, birds and animals sleep involuntarily.

His Holiness Christ manifested in these countries, but in the
beginning His Cause was spread in Europe and it superseded
all other religions, notwithstanding that in Asia there were
many religions, such as Zoroastrianism, Judaism, the star-
worshippers and idolaters, who are still existing in India. But
in Europe and America His Cause overcame all others. Now it
is our hope that although this Truth was revealed in this part
of the world, it will be spread and promulgated throughout
America and Europe.

His Holiness Christ said: ‘The Children of the Kingdom will
go out from it, but from the uttermost parts of the earth many
will come and enter into it

Now the inhabitants of Syria are bereft, for they have no ca-
pacity, but you, who live in remote countries, have caught this
Light. The people from around here are deprived, but you
from such far countries have attained.

A blind man, though he sit near the light, cannot see it; but
a clear-sighted man can see from afar. A man afflicted with
a cold, if he be in a rose garden, cannot inhale the fragrances,
but one whose nostrils are pure can inhale from a long distance.
The people who are in these cities are deaf and blind, but you,
having an open eye and a pure nostril, can see the Light from
afar and inhale the fragrances of this Rose Garden.

Is this clear to you?

PN__1909 p007, PN__1909 p030, PN__1909C p079, DJT.038-039, BLO_ PN#027
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Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-0j in Akka
Question/topic: It is the Fourth of July, the day we Americans celebrate our independence.

Alice said, “It is the Fourth of July, the day we Americans
celebrate our independence.”

Our Lord: “Yes, it is a good day in America, the day of your
physical freedom. But today you celebrated your spiritual free-
dom. Physical freedom is a good thing, but spiritual freedom is
of greater importance. Really the first thing is to have the soul
free. And you must be very happy to have attained spiritual
freedom on the same day when you attained physical freedom.
I hope that as on this day you attained the physical freedom,
in the same way you will be free from all passionate desires
and human inclinations.”

Then He went on: “The world is in prison and bondage through
the leaders of religions who have taken the Spirit captive.

“The Jewish rabbis have always tried to convince the people
that their religion is the true one, that they are the chosen
nation by being descendants of Abraham, and that they are
the only people who can enter the Kingdom.

“Likewise the Catholic priests. What they say to the people is
this: that they possess the true religion, they are the accepted
people of God and they alone can be saved.

“Likewise the Shaykhs. They speak against the Christians and
say: ‘God had a Son and the people crucified this Son of God!’
They say: ‘What a foolish thing these Christians teach — that
God could have a Son and He, the Son of God, was crucified
by human hands!’

“You see how the heads of each of these religions have captured
the souls of man and brought them under this narrow control.

“Now Baha’u’llah has come and given freedom to these captive
souls and released them from their bondage.”

PN_1909 p008-009, PN 1909 p034, PN _1909B p015, PN _1909C p082,
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To: Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1909-Jul-04

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Thy letter was received. Thou
hast written of being deprived of communications for some
time, whereas I have sent forth numerous letters. I also penned
one to the handmaiden of Baha regarding the Shrine of the Bab,
and about how on the day of Naw-Ruz the sacred Remains were
deposited, with the utmost joy and radiance, within the marble
casket and placed, with due grace and ceremony, in the exalted
Shrine. The receipt of that letter was also not confirmed. But
thy letter giving the joyful tidings of the holding of a gathering
was received on the first day of Ridvan and rejoiced my heart.

Thou hast enquired regarding a certain passage from the Epis-
tle addressed to the Wolf. “The Land of Mim” referreth to
Mazindaran. The Blessed Beauty was confined to prison in
the town of Amul, and, as the ‘ulama gathered together in the
mosque, He was delivered into their hands. Those iniquitous
divines then rose up against Him with injustice and tyranny.
They afflicted Him with a myriad torments and made Him the
victim of their relentless cruelty. For instance, they subjected
the Blessed Beauty to the bastinado in such wise that His feet
were sore wounded for some time. Convey my loving greetings
to the maidservant of Baha, as well as to the rest of the friends.

Today a reply was received from the handmaiden of Baha, Miss
Barney, which brought joy.
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ABU1861

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-0j in Akka

We cannot in this world realize the bounty of God, nor can we
appreciate His Love, but in the next world we can do so.

When man is in the world of the womb, God showers upon him
all blessings. He gives him all the organs, eyes, ears, etc. But
man cannot put this favour into use there; it is not manifest
there. When the child is born from the world of the womb
into this world, then all those blessings and gifts which God
showered upon him in the world of the womb become manifest
and useful. His gifts were not known in the world of the womb,
though men did possess them there, but the world of the womb
had not the capacity to receive the manifestation of these gifts.
Similarly with the gifts and blessings which God showers upon
man in this world. This world is not fit and has not the capacity
for the manifestation of these gifts and blessings. But when
man enters the World of the Kingdom, then those gifts will be
manifested.

For example, one of the gifts of God is to be able to pay a visit
to the Holy Tomb, but man cannot fully realize it while in this
world. But when he enters the World of the Kingdom, there
the blessings and gifts will become evident and clear.

Is this clear to you?

PN_1909 p008, PN_ 1909 p032, PN_1909B p014, PN_1909C p069, DJT.041-
042, BLO PN#027

ABU2921

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-04 in Akka

In this prayer we have just read, Baha’'u’llah meant Abdul-
Hamid, the Turkish Sultan who has lately been dethroned.
And the verses are:

“I implore Thee, O my GOD and the King of nations, and ask
Thee by the Greatest Name, to change the throne of tyranny
into a center of justice, and the seat of pride and iniquity into
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the chair of humbleness and justice. Thou art free to do whatso-
ever Thou wishest, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the Wise!”

PN_1909 p031, PN_1909B p013

ABU1279

Words to Miss Rogers, spoken on 1909-Jul-05 in Akka

This is the third time you have been here. It has been a great
pleasure for you to have been with your friends each time. Now
a long trip is before you. If throughout this trip you are always
sincere in your intentions you will enjoy it very much. This
ought to be a spiritual and not a physical journey. You must
always do your best to behave spiritually, not physically, so
that everyone who meets you will know that your intention is
to do good to mankind and your aim to serve the world of
humanity.

Whatever you do, let the people know you are doing it for
good, not only to earn you own living. By doing thus you will
be able to serve every city to which you go. Now associate
with good people. You must try to associate with those who
will do you good and who will be the cause of your being more
awakened, and not with those who will make you negligent of
God. For example, if one goes into a garden and associates
with flowers, one will surely inhale the beautiful fragrance, but
if one goes to a place where there are bad-scented plants, it is
sure he will inhale an unpleasant odour. In short, I mean that
you will try to be with those who are purified and sanctified
souls. Man must always associate with those from whom he
can get light, or be with those to whom he can give light. He
must either receive or give instructions. Otherwise, being with
people without these two intentions, he is spending his time
for nothing, and, by so doing, he is neither gaining nor causing
others to gain.

You must keep these words very well. This is the third time
you have come here. Fruits must be the results of these visits.
Patients go to a hospital. Some leave but slightly improved.
Some leave more ill than when they entered. And some leave
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entirely cured. I hope you will be of those who are entirely
cured. You must be very thankful that you have come.

SW_v07#18 p.188x, PN_1909 p009, PN_1909 p035, PN_1909C p083,
DJT.049-050, BLO__PN#027

ABU1331

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-05 in Akka

There are two kinds of changes and alterations. One causes
descent and one ascent. The one which causes descent is not
good, but on the contrary. The other change, which causes
ascent, is acceptable.

For example, a child from the time of being in the womb of its
mother until it grows to maturity, changes in many stations,
and this change is accepted and praiseworthy. For instance,
‘Mr MacNutt’ (smiling toward little Howard Kinney, whom He
always called “Mr MacNutt” after his godfather, Howard Mac-
Nutt, a very dignified man who looks something like George
Washington) after many years will grow up and pass through
many changes and will get moustaches and a beard and will
be a man!

Consider the bread. It changes and changes until it gives power
to the body — and then it becomes man. This change is accept-
able, because it replaces what has been eliminated from the
body. The mineral carbon changes in many stations until dia-
monds are produced from it.

But the change which is hated in all cases is, for example, as
follows: A man is faithful; he gives up his faith. A just man
becomes cruel. A seer, a clear-sighted man, becomes blind. Or:
to be alive and then to die; to be steadfast in the Covenant
and, for some idea, to become the enemy, like Khayru’llah. At
first he was a very firm man and was in the utmost faith. Then
he wavered. Such a change is hated.

Many firm souls had the greatest capacity and were like the
wick and fire. As soon as they came in contact with the fire
they received light. By a single meeting they were so improved
and converted that they were entirely changed. While others
were for a long time My companions, yet never changed. You
find a man will be wakened by a single call. Another is never
quickened even if you discharge a cannon! As soon as the ray
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of the sun shines through crystal it will burn, but if the same
ray fall on a stone, no effect is produced.
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ABU2511

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-05 in Akka

We ought to pray for Miss X, that she may become just as God
wishes her to be. If she be so, it will be very good, because
God always loves those who repent and are sorry for what they
have done. Such people are ashamed before God and become
very humble.

Once a Pharisee and a Publican entered the Temple to pray.
The Pharisee said: ‘Thank God I am not as other men.” The
other said: ‘God have mercy upon me, a sinner!” Christ said
of these two: ‘The Pharisee is not acceptable in the Kingdom
of God, but the other is acceptable, because the Pharisee is
trusting in his own action, but the other is depending upon
the forgiveness of God’

But the only thing is this: One should remain firm in his re-
pentance. I will pray for her.

PN_1909 p011, PN_1909 p038, PN_1909B p019, DJT.056, BLO_PN#027,
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ABU2401

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-06 in Akka

Afflictions and troubles are due to the state of not being content
with what God has ordained for you. If one submits himself
to God he is happy.

A man asked another: “In what station are you?” He answered:
“In the utmost happiness.” “Where does this happiness come
from?” He answered: “Because all the existing things move
according to my wish; therefore I do not find anything contrary
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to my desire; thus I have no sorrow. There is no doubt that
all the beings move by the will of God, and I have given up
my own will, desiring the will of God. Thus my will becomes
the will of God, for there is nothing of myself. All are moving
by His will, yet they are moving by my will. In this case, I am

very happy.”

When man surrenders himself everything will move according
to his wish.

SW_ v07#18 p.187, PN_1909 p011, PN__1909 p022, PN_ 1909 p039, PN__1909B
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ABU3264

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-06 in Akka

The spiritual food is the principal food, ... the effect of the
spiritual food is eternal. The material food, that is, the food
for the body, is simply water and bread, but the food for the
intellect is knowledge and the food for the spirit is the signif-
icances of the heavenly words and the bounties of the Holy
Spirit.
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ABU1563

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-07 in Akka

Since the day you arrived you have daily progressed and you
have almost changed.

Some souls come here and return unaltered. It is precisely like
one who comes to a fountain and, not being thirsty, returns
exactly as he came. Or, like a blind man who goes into a rose
garden: he perceives not, and, being questioned as to what he
has seen in the rose garden, answers, ‘Nothing.
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But some souls who come here are resuscitated. They come
dead; they return alive. They come frail or ill in body; they
return healed. They come athirst; they return satisfied. They
come sorrowing; they return joyous. They come deprived; they
return having partaken of a share. They come athirst; they
return satisfied!

These souls have in reality done justice to their visit. Praise
be to God, you are of these souls and you must be exceedingly

happy.

If a cow should go to a prosperous town, a city full of bounties
and divine blessings, and should be asked as to what it had
found in this town, it would say, ‘Nothing but cucumber peels
and melon rinds” But if a nightingale should fly to a rose
garden, when it returns the reply would be, ‘Verily, I have
scented delicious fragrances, seen most beautiful flowers, most
delightful verdure, drunk most refreshing water from gushing
fountains; and I have found new lifel” Now the reply of a beetle
would be, ‘All you have heard concerning the rose garden is
false. There is neither a delightful fragrance nor beauty of
verdure, nor is it joyous. In fact, when I entered it, I was
displeased. All you have heard is false. Had I not escaped, I
should have died!’

PN_1909 p012, PN_ 1909 p043, PN_1909C p092, PN_ 1909E p002, PN_ 1909F
p036, DJT.064-065, BLO_ PN#027

ABU2084

Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-07 in Akka

Our Lord (through an interpreter): “The Master’s love for you
is like an ocean and your love is like a drop. The distress
and calamities which the Master has endured for your sake for
many years, you could not endure for one day. And now, should
anyone offer Him the entire existent world in exchange for one
of you, He would not accept it. This means that one of you
is dearer to Him than the whole world. If a thousand swords
be used on the Master’s neck, or against Him, He accepts that,
but would not be content that one hair of your head should be
taken away.
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“About two years ago some spies came from Constantinople
and it was a terrible day for the Master. He sent all the believ-
ers from ‘Akka that none should be harmed but Himself. He
sent them all away that no one should stay in ‘Akka except
Himself — that if there were any kind of calamity, it should be
for Him alone.

“You must realize by this expression how much He loves the
believers.”

PN_ 1909 p011, PN_ 1909 p041, PN_1909B p021, PN_1909C p091, PN_1909F
p040, DJT.062-063, BLO_ PN#:027
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Words to Juliet Thompson, spoken on 1909-Jul-07 in Akka

While Munavvar Khanum, Carrie, Alice, and I were in the
room of our Lord this morning, suddenly smiling at me, He
said: “Do you think your mother will like My message to her?”

“Her heart is so pure she must love it, Lord.” My hand was in
His.

“She will like that part about your art,” He said, with His witty
smile.

“She said you would straighten out my life.”

“Say to her: I have two arts: one physical, the other spiritual.
The physical one is that I draw the images of men. My spiritual
art is that I draw the images of the angels, and I hope that
at last I shall be able to draw pictures of the Perfections of
God. My physical art will at last end, but my spiritual art
is everlasting. My physical art can be done by many, but my
spiritual art is not the work of everyone. My physical art makes
me dear to men, but my spiritual art makes me dear to God.
Therefore I work to perfect both of them.”

“Thou hast straightened out my life!”

With his smile of light He said: “I am the Heavenly Artist.
Although I am sitting here, my pen is working in every part of
the world, over the pages of the hearts.”

PN_ 19098 p021, DJT.062, BLO_PN#027
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Words to Mr. Kinney, spoken on 1909-Jul-08 in Akka

Question/topic: I will write Your letters for You!

The Master spoke of the many letters He had answered that
morning and of the packages still unopened. Mr Kinney said:
“I will write Your letters for You!”

Our Lord: “Very good; very good. Write a letter and answer it
yourself. Look into your heart and see the answer. The answer
is what is written on the tablet of your heart. That which is
written upon paper is subject to corruption and various acci-
dents, such as consumption by fire and moth, but that which
is inscribed on the tablet of the heart is imperishable and ev-
erlasting. A day will come when all My communications upon
paper — all My writing — will be effaced. But that which I have
inscribed upon the hearts will not be effaced. There is no end
to it. For I write the Word of the Love of God upon the hearts,
and the Word of God is eternal.”

PN_1909 p013, PN_1909 p045, PN_1909C p093, PN_1909C p122, DJT.067,
BLO__PN#027

AB09227

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Alexandria
Date: 1909-Jul-08

O steadfast servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your detailed letter
was reviewed...

The reality is that one must seek confirmation and success from
the Abha Kingdom. When that door is opened, all difficulties
will be easily resolved, hardship will be transformed into ease,
and constraint will give way to expansion. One must turn to
that Center of confirmation and seek aid and grace....
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The essential point is that the confirmations of the Abha King- s e Slle G gt 52 S r“‘f 4P

dom must arrive for complete success and prosperity to be at- g T
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tained. We have said all this, yet without God’s favors we are
nothing, nothing. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. MSHR2.163x
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Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-08 in Akka

July 8, 1909. Dinner, 9 pm

Our Lord, smiling: “Are you happy owing to your visit to the
Tomb? Mrs B. [Beede|?

Alice, with a face all shadows and tragedy: “You must feel that
I never was so happy.”

Our Lord: “Although our assembly tonight numbers only ten
outwardly, in reality it is representative of all the beloved of
God. Why? Because it pictures the Baha’i community. The
seed, no matter how small, in the estimation of the perceptive
mind, is a veritable tree. The mind images the tree and the
tree is revealed from the seed. Likewise, when I see you it is
as though I were seeing all the beloved of God. The Teachings
I give to you are the Teachings I would give to all the beloved
of God.

“Today when you visited the Holy Tomb, I during that very
time directed My attention to the Supreme Concourse of the
Kingdom of Abha and supplicated confirmations in your favor.

“Praise be to God, your hearts are overflowing with the Love
of God and you have no great attachment to this world. The
thing which is necessary for you now is discourse. It is My hope
that you will attain an eloquent discourse, for I have loved you
exceedingly. Consequently I anticipate an eloquent, expressive,
and excellent discourse on your part after your arrival in Amer-
ica. Rest assured in the fact that the breaths of the Holy Spirit
will aid you, provided no doubts obtain in your hearts. Is not
this so, Juliet? Is not this so, Mrs B.?”

He helped each of us from His plate. To me He gave His bread.
I was sitting beside Him.
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“You will remember these nights very often. These nights are
rare. They are not obtained always. “I hope the party that
has come, Mr and Mrs Kinney, Mrs B., and Juliet, will be real
Baha’is and that your deeds and actions will manifest this when

you return to New York. I have given you so many blessings.

I hope you will be able to speak fluently and with great power
in the meetings and share with the rest of the friends what you
have received here.”

SW_ v08#08 p.103x, SW_v07#10 p.099x, PN_1909 p0l4, PN_1909 p046,
PN__1909F p031, DJT.072-073, BLO_ PN#027
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Words to Juliet Thompson et al, spoken on 1909-Jul-08 in Akka

I spoke of how deeply I felt my unworthiness.

“Capacity attracts,” He answered. “The greater your capacity,
the more you will be filled. When the child is hungry and cries
for milk, the milk of the mother begins to flow rapidly.”

DJT.075, BLO__PN#027
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Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-09 in Akka

How spiritual are our meetings! In the utmost love are we
set aglow! The hearts are all attracted to each other. It is
just like being one soul, one body. Such a meeting as this is
impossible and cannot be organized save through the Love of
God. There is no material interest whatsoever. There is no
worldly desire at all. In the utmost purity and holiness has
the Force of Divinity assembled us. All, with perfect sincerity,
are directing our attention to the Kingdom of Abha, and our
greatest desire is His good-pleasure.

New pilgrims have arrived from Persia. Souls firm in the

Covenant have arrived. They have come in the utmost love.
The Light of the Love of God is radiant in their countenances.
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Yesterday Mr. Kinney asked me concerning music and I
promised I would answer him today:

Music is of the important arts. It has a great effect upon the
human spirit. Musical melodies are a certain something which
prove an accidental upon ethereal vibrations. For voice is noth-
ing but the expression of vibrations, charged therewith, which
affect the nerves of the ear. Musical melodies are therefore
those peculiar effects which are produced by vibrations. How-
ever, music has the keenest effect upon spirits. Although it
is a material affair, its tremendous effect is spiritual and its
greatest attachment is to the realm of the spirit.

If a person desires to deliver a discourse, it would prove more
effective after musical melodies. The ancient Greek philoso-
phers, as well as the Persian, were in the habit of delivering
their discourses in the following manner: First, there would be
musical melodies, and when the audience had been influenced
to a certain extent thereby, they would leave their instruments
and begin their discourse.

Among the most ancient musicians of Persia was one named
Barbad. When a great question was asked at the court of the
king and the ministers failed in persuading the king, the mat-
ter would be referred to Barbad. Whereupon Barbad would
go with his instrument to the court and would play the most
appropriate and touching music: and the end would at once
be gained. Because the king would immediately be affected
by the musical melodies. Certain feelings of generosity would
swell in his heart, and he would give way.

You may try this. If you have a great desire for something,
if you wish earnestly to attain your end, try to attain it in a
musical audience. But there are people who are like stones,
and music cannot affect a stone.

Now let us go back to the original subject: Music is an impor-
tant means for the education and development of humanity.
But the main cause for the development of humanity is the
Teaching of God.

Music is like this glass which is perfectly pure and polished. It
is precisely like this clear chalice before us. And the Teachings
and Utterances of God are like the water. When the chalice
is in the utmost state of purity, absolutely clear and polished,
and the water is perfectly fresh, then it will confer life. Where-
fore, the Teachings of God, whether they be Utterances in the
form of homilies, or prayers and communes, when they are
melodiously chanted will proved most impressive. It is for this
reason that His Holiness David sang the Psalms with melody
in the Holy of Holies at Jerusalem.
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In this Cause the art of music is of paramount importance. The
Blessed Perfection, Baha’u’llah, when He first came to the bar-
racks often repeated this statement: If among His immediate
followers there were some who could play some musical instru-
ment, for instance the flute or the harp, or who could sing, it
would have charmed everyone.

In short, musical melodies play an important role in the out-
ward and inward qualities of man, for music is the inspirer and
motive power of both the material and the spiritual suscepti-
bilities. What a motive power it is in feelings of love! When
man is attracted to the Love of God, music will have a great
effect upon him.

The Master turned to the window and pointed to a ship on the
sea.

See: a ship! He said to Alice, who was sitting beside Him at
this meal.

If we build the Temple quickly, she asked, and send a ship for
You, will you come to America?

I will come of My own volition to America if they build the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar quickly. But, (sadly and very gently) they
will not build it quickly.

I was sitting next to Edna Ballora. Taking her hand, I said to
our Lord: May Edna help me with the meetings in my studio
when we return to New York?

Khayli khub. Khayli khub. You love Edna Ballora? He asked,
His eyes - so holy, so shining - fixed on me.

Oh yes, my Lord!
Very much?

Oh so much! The love already in my heart for Edna was fanned
to an intense flame. It burned; it hurt me.

Very, very much?

The Master was still gazing at me, and now I could scarcely
bear that flame in me, in which my heart itself seemed to be
melting away. Tears rained down my cheeks.

Edna, cried the Master, behold your friend! It is possible for
fathers and mothers to weep when their children are in trouble,
but it is rare that they weep merely for love of their children,
as Juliet has wept for love of you.

COC#1421, LOG#1361x, LOG#1370x, SW_v15#04 p.130x, PN_1909
p015, PN_1909 p047, PN_1909C p063, PN_1909F p034, DJT.080-082,
BLO_ PN#027, STAB#143
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-09

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter arrived and its contents
were understood. When you were at the Holy Shrine, the mat-
ter of government officials and the people was explained to you
in detail explicitly. Surely you have mentioned this in the spir-
itual gathering. According to recent telegrams, good news of
unity between government and people has arrived. His Majesty
has ordered the implementation of constitutional government.
Praise be to God, everything written in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters
is being manifested successively in its entirety.

2 By coincidence, a month ago an important prince requested
guidance. In response it was written that prosperity and suc-
cess are confined to unity between government and people.
Until government and people mix like milk and sugar, com-
fort and ease are impossible. Therefore, a treaty must be exe-
cuted between government and people, with the rights of both
sides fixed, preserved, clear and specified, so that neither can
transgress. It is best if this treaty between government and
people be made with the knowledge of foreign powers, so they
can be guarantors of this treaty. There is no other solution.
This is the truth, and after truth there is only clear error.

Surely that letter has arrived by now or will arrive through
the known person kept confidential - known to you - associated
with that respected person who was the carrier and sender of
this letter. You will learn about it from him. Likewise in that
letter was written the incident of Sangsar and the martyrdom
of Siyyid Yahya in Sirjan and Mirza Hasan’s fatwa in Tabriz.
In any case, praise be to God that whatever flows from the
Pen of the Covenant is proven and manifested in a short time.
Take heed, O you who have eyes to see!

Now that constitutional government has been announced, it is
time for the friends of God to occupy themselves with spread-
ing the divine fragrances. Each person should, over the course
of a year, befriend and associate with one person and through
the attractive power of the love of God transform them, keep-
ing that person’s identity concealed and not mentioning them
to anyone.
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5 Likewise, now is the time to turn attention to the Yahya'i group. Jle *asle § cuil &5y Jbs o 5 5
Dedicate all your time to them, perhaps they will turn to the — yls 42le obf <o 1y byl & Asls

direction of divine bestowal and abandon following one who
says “Those whom you invoke besides God will never create
even a fly, though they combine together for the purpose. And
if the fly should snatch away anything from them, they would uL,\S\ W O 5 d Dmazr! LL; ‘}“L‘l
have no power to release it from the fly. So weak are those who bl qw\ Cango 4o 0gdiia¥ Lig;
seek and those who are sought.” Nyl G
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your own affairs, a special letter will be written. Convey the 05 oot G S s Ol
Most Great Abha greetings to His Holiness ‘Ali-Akbar. And PEANFINE éc O a5 yhae
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Words to Juliet Thompson et al, spoken on 1909-Jul-09 in Akka

Consider what the power of the Covenant has done! It was
an impossibility for a Zoroastrian to unite with a Siyyid and a
mulla with a Jew. And for these to assemble with a Christian
was an absolute impossibility. But the power of the Covenant
has even so gathered them that they are accounted as one spirit.
Although the bodies are numerous, the spirit is one.

About thirty or forty years ago, in the province of ..., the Mus-
lims assaulted the Jewish colony and began a wholesale slaugh-
ter, and only those Jews who, narrowly escaping, could get to
the mosque to confess were saved. The rest were subjected to
wholesale murder. And those who apparently were converted
are in reality, up to the present time, Jews. But many became
Baha’is.

Mirza ‘Azizu’llah Khan whom you met: his father was mar-
tyred, and his brother at the age of twelve gave his life for the
Cause.

SW_vO08#17 p.226x, PN_1909 p016, PN_1909 p049, PN_1909C p096,
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Words to Juliet Thompson et al, spoken on 1909-Jul-10 in Akka

Mr Kinney: “I shall always see the Face of the Blessed Perfec-
tion.”

Our Lord: “At the time of prayer one must hold in one’s mind
some object. Then he must turn his face and direct his mind
to this picture. But whatever form is produced in the mind is
imagination, that is, one’s own conception. There is no con-
nection between it and the Reality. Therefore people worship
imagination. They think of an imaginary God. That of which
they think is not God. God can never be comprehended. That
which man thinks is comprehended by man, but God is compre-
hensive. All that comes under comprehension is outside God.
The Reality of Divinity is holy, lofty, sacred beyond compre-
hension. All nations worship their images of a god and these
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imaginary gods are superstitious phantoms. Hence they are
worshipers of superstitions.

“Therefore the Objective Point of all is the Manifestation of
God. And whosoever directs his attention in prayer to that
Focal Point has directed his attention, verily, to God.

“At the time of His Holiness Jesus Christ the Jews forsook
Him, and would imagine a phantasmal god and would adore
that!” (The Master laughed, continuing to laugh heartily.)
“On a certain occasion the famous heroine of this Movement,
Qurratu’l-‘Ayn, chanced to meet a devout Muslim who was
praying and questioned him thus: ‘To whom art thou praying,
may [ ask?’ ‘I am praying to the very Essence of Mercy and
the Reality of Divinity.! And she, smiling, said: ‘Oh, away with
your god! Away with him! Your god is an imagination! Come,
and I will show you the God of today! It is the Bab! Your
god is a phantom, while this is a certainty. Can the Sea be
contained in a little glass?”’

In reply to a question asked by Alice regarding the personality
of the Manifestation: “The Blessed Perfection does not mean
His body. This body is now interred in the Holy Tomb. When
we say the Blessed Perfection we mean the Reality, and the
Reality of the Blessed Perfection is living and everlasting.

“Just as in the time of Christ: the disciples were agitated when
they saw the body of Jesus crucified. Then Mary Magdalene
came to them and said: ‘Why are you agitated?’ ‘Because,’
they replied, ‘Jesus has been crucified” ‘Oh,’ she said, ‘that
was the body of Jesus, but the Reality of Jesus is living and
eternal. It is not subject to corruption.” And now so it is with
the Blessed Perfection.

“When I pray I turn My thoughts and My face to the Blessed
Perfection.”

PN_1909 p017, PN_ 1909 p051, PN_1909C p097, DJT.090-091, BLO_ PN#027,
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AB03883

Date: 1909-Jul-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Though thy father was not kind to thee, praise be to God
thou hast a Heavenly Father. If the earthly father forsook you,
it was the cause of your obtaining the mercy and kindness
of the Spiritual Father. All that father can do is to be kind
to you, but this Father confers upon you eternal life. That
father will become angry for the slightest disobedience, but
this Father forgives the sins, overlooks the faults and deals
with Bounty and Favour. Thank thou God thou hast such a
Heavenly Father. And I hope thou mayest attain, through the
Divine Mercy, to the greatest Bounty.

I remember thee; do not be sorrowful. And I am in communion
with thee in every world; grieve not.

I hope thou mayest become, through the Favour and Bounty of
the Blessed Perfection, the means of guiding others, and in the
community of the world light a candle whose effulgence shall
be everlasting.

PN_1909 p016, PN_ 1909 p050, DJT.094-095, BLO_PN#027
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Words to Kinney, Beede, Thompson party, spoken on 1909-Jul-10 in Haifa/Akka

When I pray I turn my thoughts and face to the Blessed Per-
fection.

PN_ 1909 p017, PN_ 1909 p052
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ABU0247

Words to Juliet Thompson et al, spoken on 1909-Jul-11 in Akka

In the days of the former Manifestations of God no addresses
were given for the kings and no clear warnings were given. If
you read the whole of the Gospel you will be unable to find
a single warning to a crowned head. No prophetic statements
were made. No prophecies of the future were given except in
a general way, as, for example, the prophecies you will find in
Isaiah concerning the destruction of Babylon and the abomi-
nation of desolation in Jerusalem. However, there is not one of
the kind addressed to an individual. But the Blessed Perfection
addressed all the kings. When ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz, the former sultan
of Turkey, was at the climax of his sovereignty, He, Baha'u’llah,
arraigned him severely and clearly foretold the upheaval of his
kingdom on account of the oppression he had committed. So
this was an address to a distinguished and well-known man. It
is not an address to the general nation.

Today the greatest nations of the world are Great Britain and
America. It is easy for a man to prophesy that the British
Empire may some day undergo a reverse change, that is to say,
become disturbed, revolutionized, and utterly destroyed. This
is also applicable to France, to Germany, to America — to any
of the nations of the world. For every nation has its day of
degradation. Consider how greatly developed was the Roman
Empire and what became its final condition. Likewise Greece,
how she rose and finally also was degraded.

The purpose is this: there is no nation exempt from this natural
condition. Namely, it shall have its rise and again it shall have
its fall. It shall have its climax and again its abyss.

The purport is this: A man can easily address a nation thus:
‘O ye people, verily the day shall come when you shall find
yourselves in degradation!” For example, in Isaiah there is a
prophetic reference to Tyre, also to Babylon, saying: ‘O thou
Tyre! O thou Babylon! Boast ye not! The day will come when
ye shall find yourselves abased, destroyed, and scattered.” His
Holiness, Isaiah, prophesied this inspirationally. But any man
can thus prophecy. For instance, a person can easily address
Paris and say: ‘O thou Paris! Be not proud of thy glory, for
verily the day shall come when thou shalt be brought low.

These prophecies of Isaiah were fulfilled two thousand years af-
ter they were uttered, but the Blessed Perfection addressed the
very person of ‘Abdu’l-*Aziz when he was in the utmost power.
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He likewise addressed Napoleon III in person. He said, ‘I ad-
dressed thee and thou didst not accept. The Lord Almighty
will take away thy sovereignty from thee! And exactly as it
was prophesied it happened.

When the Blessed Perfection was a prisoner of ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz,
when He was in the dungeon of his majesty, He prophesied his
downfall and arraigned him severely.

The revolution now rampant in Persia was foretold by the
Blessed Perfection forty years ago. Read the Book of the Kings.
It is also to be found in the Book of Laws. And this prophecy
was made when Tihran was in the utmost quietude and the
government, of Nasiri’d-Din Shah was well established. It is
clearly stated thus: ‘O Tihran! There will be a great upheaval
in thee. The government will be affected and the disturbance
will affect all Persia.” This was prophesied forty years ago. It
was printed thirty years ago and is to be found in the Book of
Kings, the Suriy-i-Haykal and the Kitab-i-Aqdas.[54]

This prophecy, so clearly and evidently stated, printed and
published, is well-known among the people. Therefore, when
the Constitution was granted in Persia, the mullas who took
the Royalist side proclaimed from the pulpit that ‘whosoever
accepted the Constitution had necessarily accepted the Baha’i
Religion, because the Head of this Religion, His Holiness
Baha’u’llah, had prophesied this in His Book, and the Baha’is
are agitators and promoters of Constitutionalism. They have
brought about the Constitution in order to fulfil the prophecy
made by their Chief. Therefore, beware, beware lest ye accept
it

But whatever I write is inspired by the Blessed Perfection, is
the confirmation of the Blessed Perfection. Mr Sprague was
in Tihran and knows; is informed. I have prophesied all these
occurrences clearly, without need of interpretation, not in one
letter or two, but in numerous letters. When the divines over-
came the Shah, the Shah commanded the Prime Minister to go
to Qum (?) and bring the mullas to Tihran. When the divines,
with the Prime Minister, arrived in Tihran, the people showed
them the highest respect and for three nights illuminated the
whole city of Tihran as a welcome to them. They held the
reins of the parliament in their hands. They began to disagree
with the Shah. A member of the parliament threw a bomb
at him. The Shah was brought so low and made so powerless
that he was incapable of governing the assembly. However, he
summoned the agitators from among the divines. The ‘Ulama
refused to deliver the perpetrators of the act and said that they
did not recognize the Shah.
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At that time I wrote letters to nearly all the cities of Persia, to
Tihran, to Rasht, Tabriz, Qazvin, Khurasan, and many other
cities. I clearly prophesied this condition. You may see the
letters. Mr Sprague knows about them. He has seen them.

The Muslim clergy had held the forces at work so completely
that the Baha’is everywhere were extremely alarmed because of
the apparent clerical supremacy. Notably the Baha’i teachers
of Tihran, especially Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar, sent me a letter which
I have now, in which is this statement: ‘When the clergy of
Persia were dispossessed of any power or political influence they
persecuted us unmercifully. Now that they have attained this
apparent supremacy what will they do to us? How great will be
our persecutions and ordeals!” In response I wrote: ‘Know ye of
a certainty that this seeming influence and power will vanish.
It was clearly stated in the most perspicuous terms, and Mr
Sprague can testify to the validity of this. ‘The result of this
influence is the greatest degradation and loss. This supremacy
will prove the greatest defeat. In that very letter I played on
these words ‘stable’ and ‘ultimate,” which in Persian are the
same, with the slight difference of a dot. ‘They have held to
this stable (stability?) but they have not seen the ultimate of
things. They will become so defeated and conquered that their
sighs, moans, and lamentations will reach the very heavens.

This is a summary. You may find it in detail in My letters.
Even so it was that suddenly the page turned. Their founda-
tion was razed.

But I did not write this of Myself. Nay, the confirmation of
Baha'u’llah wrote this! Of Myself I did not write it.

Therefore the beloved of God must refer to Me only as
‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is My glorious crown! This is My eternal
sovereignty! This is My everlasting life! Whosoever questions
Me concerning My Name, My answer is: ‘Abdu’l-Bahal

And thus it ends!
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To: Diyaul-Hajiyyih, Uzra Khanum et al., in Tihran

Date: 1909-Jul-11

O maidservants attracted to the fragrances of God! Until now,
no teaching class had been established among the maidservants
of the All-Merciful. Now, through the special bounties of the
Blessed Beauty, the maidservants of the All-Merciful in Tehran
have been enabled to establish one. News of the formation of
that gathering has brought abundant joy, spirit and delight,
for praise be to God, the attracted leaves have been moved
to enthusiasm and ecstasy and have succeeded in pursuing the
teaching class. It is hoped that in a short time these dear hand-
maidens of God will become so skilled in transmitted and ratio-
nal proofs that each one will open her lips before the learned of
the earth with conclusive evidence, clear exposition, brilliant
proof, eloquent speech and fluent words.

If this gathering succeeds and progresses as it should, and they
memorize the prophecies, verses and traditions that indicate
the rising of the Sun of Truth, and acquire sufficient mas-
tery in presenting proofs - rational arguments for establishing
the Divinity and Oneness of God and the prophethood of the
Prophets and the guardianship of the holy ones - surely the
confirmations of the divine Kingdom will arrive successively,
and some pure leaves will so shine forth in the assemblage of
the world through explanation, elucidation and presentation
of proof that they will adorn the world of women and demon-
strate that in this wondrous Dispensation women are equal to
men, and in some cases even surpass them.

Consider how many men in this wondrous Cause ascended to
the highest levels of knowledge and possessed clear exposition,
conclusive proof, eloquent tongue and wonderful speech. Yet
because she was among women, the blessed leaf, the honorable
Tahirih, shone forth infinitely more and became the cause of
everyone’s amazement. Had she been among men, she would
never have shone forth so brilliantly. Know then that the great-
ness of the Cause has so penetrated the veins and nerves of the
world that if one of the leaves becomes attracted and develops
mastery in presenting proofs and arguments and clear evidence
and opens her tongue, how brilliantly she will shine in the as-
semblage of the world!
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O pure leaves! I swear by the Beauty of the Adored One and
the Mystery of existence that if you gallop in this field, the
bounties of the Blessed Beauty will shine like the sun in the
mirrors of hearts. You will progress so much that all will be
astonished. Even the attracted leaves, when associating and
fellowshipping with each other, should not speak of the heat of
the weather, the coldness of water, the beauty of garden and
flower-bed, or the freshness of meadow and stream. Rather,
their conversations should be confined to mention and praise,
presentation of proofs and arguments, relating traditions and
verses, and establishing clear evidence, so that all the homes
of the friends become teaching classes. If you carry this out,
the heavenly bounties will shine forth with utmost speed such
that each of the maidservants of the All-Merciful will become
a clear book and explain the mysteries of the Lord of Glory,
the Merciful. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Words to pilgrims, spoken on 1909-Jul-11 in Akka

Tonight is a beautiful night because, al-hamdul’illah (Praise be
to God!), the believers of America and Persia are joined here
at one table. This is one of the great fruits of the Word of
God.

In the future the East and the West shall become one. They
shall be united. I have said in My letters that the East and
the West will become as two lovers. That each is beloved of
the other. That the East and the West will take one another
in their arms will give one another their hands, each as the
beloved of the other, each embracing the other.

The unity of mankind will be the beginning of the radiation of
this Light. Our gathering tonight around such a table is one
of the evidences of the human unity. Generally speaking, such
a gathering would have been impossible, that is, that Persian
and Americans should sit around the same table. Praise be to
God, such things have taken place through the power of the
Word of God.
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Verily, since the early days of childhood I have devoted Myself
to the Word of the Beauty of Baha’u’llah, and have forborne
every difficulty and calamity, among these imprisonment for
all My life, to lay the foundation of the oneness of mankind.

All the different sects of the world hate and antagonize one
another. Were it possible, they would kill one another. Each
of these sects pretends that it is established and is acting ac-
cording to the law of God. Exactly the opposite is the fact. All
the Divine Words lead the people to unity, because they were
spoken for life, not for death! And the Divine Teaching is a
Power that attracts the hearts, through which all the different
sects and nations will be attracted.

You find that the different sects are in hatred toward one an-
other. But you should be lovers of all sects and nations and
all the different parties of people. You should love them and
consider them as of your own families. Do not look upon them
as separated from you. Baha’u’llah has said that all of you are
as branches of one tree, leaves of one branch. That is, all the
people are of one tree. Therefore, all things that cause oppo-
sition should be removed. Consider everyone, of every nation
or sect, as one of your own family. Deal with them with love
and harmony. Never be the cause of any sorrow to anyone,
neither the cause of any embarrassment. Bear all sorrow, for
yourselves and to please all hearts, even the hearts of your en-
emies. Be true to all the different parties or nations and act
toward them with faithfulness. Take care of the properties of
others more than you do of your own, and never do any harm
to those who show animosity. If you do thus, you are a true
Baha’i. Be submissive and try to control self. Follow the ordi-
nances of God — do not follow your own desire — that ye may
be ready always to be helped by God.

Be sure that the different nations will curse you, blame you,
bear animosity toward you and harm you.

They will even act in such a way as to shed your blood. Beware
not to cause any sorrow to them, not even to injure the feelings
of anyone with a word. Do nothing to cause any sorrow within
any heart. These are the qualities of the Baha’i people.
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To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran

Date: 1909-Jul-11

O herald of the Covenant! Olg, ol (4!

Praise be to God that you have succeeded in what was written
and the instructions that were given, and a class for teaching
was established for pure souls. Now it is necessary that you
encourage and urge that the teaching gathering for women be
multiplied, and there is no doubt that this first gathering that
has been formed will be the cause of establishing great gather-
ings.

3 They must be so trained that in a short time maidens and
women will arise to teach the Cause of the One True God
with perfect eloquence and fluency, and through the power of
proof render men of all nations helpless and wanting. This
matter is of utmost importance to such a degree that I cannot
describe. If the friends of God were to discover the results of
this matter, they would certainly not rest or find comfort until
they had urged and encouraged their women relatives to this
mighty cause.

A letter has been written in the name of the pure souls who
have undertaken to study teaching, it is enclosed - deliver and
circulate it. A prayer mentioning the martyrs in the path of
God has been written and sent, a copy of it is enclosed - con-
sider it.
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AB04437

To: Mansurus-Saltanih, Aqa Khan et al.
Date: 1909-Jul-11

O manifestations of divine confirmation! Today is the mighty
century of the Manifest Beauty and the day of confirmation
and success of the Lord of the Worlds. The near ones of the
divine threshold always yearned for such a day, and holy souls
in ancient times longed for but an hour of this age of the All-
Merciful and All-Compassionate.

Now praise be to God that those two chiefs of the free ones
are confirmed by the favors of the Lord. Therefore they must
shine forth like the radiant moon from the dawning-place of
divine knowledge and become the cause of education of souls
and the nobility of humankind.

3 The world is dark as pitch-black night from the ignorant ones.
The men of the field must kindle such a light that this darkness
of error may be transformed into the light of guidance. And
souls that are like animals must receive such divine training
that they become the source of glory and pride for the tribes
of the world.

They must seek morals that will perfume the world with their
fragrance, and speak mysteries that will enliven heart and soul,
and walk a path that leads to the intended goal.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words to Mr Kinney, spoken around 1909-Jul-11 in Akka

Among the nations of the world there is darkness of religions.
Darkness due to hostility and animosity is intense. The reli-
gions differ—their beliefs vary. There are also differences be-
tween countries, and differences of kinds and species. Political
differences exist, variation of interests is present everywhere,
therefore, the happiness of the world of humanity is absent,
and all the nations are living in obscurity and darkness. Now
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you must, with a heavenly power, show forth such an effort
and such zeal that through this power of the Kingdom you
may annihilate entirely this hostility and rancor, and let all
the nations become friends to each other, and give a real unity
to all the different religions, so that fighting and war shall be
erased from among the people. Do not be alarmed, through it
seems very difficult, and wise men consider it impossible, for
these people are ignorant of the interpenetration of the Word
of GOD.

I hope that on the pages of the book of your life an expressive
account of your services rendered this blessed purpose may be
written and inscribed. You are surely confirmed and helped.

PN_ 1909 p059

AB08464

To: Caroline L M Rogers
Date: 1909-Jul-11 ca.

I am a sinner. Thou art the Forgiving One. I am desperate
of my deeds, but hopeful in Thy pardon. Being submerged in
the ocean of errors, I seek Thy favor. I am a sinner yearning
for Divine intimacy.

Gloomy am I; make me joyous. I am earthly; make me heavenly.
Worldly am I; make me spiritual. I am heedless; make me an
adorer of God. I am wavering; make me firm. Asleep am I; give
me perceiving eyes, attentive ears and an eloquent tongue.

Guide me to Thy Kingdom.

PN_1909C pl15
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AB02529

To: Joseph H Hannen, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909-Jul-12

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Your letter of July 12, 1909 was received. Praise be to God that
you traveled through the cities of Africa and Europe, met the
friends of God, and delivered the messages of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
And when you arrived in America and met with the friends,
you were occupied with the mention of God in all gatherings.
You must show gratitude for this bounty and gift that you have
attained. Today, whoever arises to serve the Cause of God will
surely be encompassed by the confirmations of the Holy Spirit.

Regarding the black friends, you wrote that black and white
gathered in one meeting and completely eliminated distinctions
of race and differences of color. When an assembly of these two
races is arranged, it becomes a magnet for the Concourse on
High and the confirmations of the Blessed Beauty encompass it.
I offered prayers to the Divine Kingdom and sought forgiveness
of sins for Mrs. Hannen’s mother and Miss Noblack.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
Prayer:

O Lord! O Forgiver! Bring Thy dear maidservant Mrs. Emily
Noblack from the earthly world into the pure realm. Forgive
sins, pardon faults, look not upon shortcomings, but deal ac-
cording to Thy grace and bounty. Thou art the Forgiver of
sins and the Bestower of gifts.

O Mr. Joseph, steadfast speaker! Convey my most glorious
and most beautiful greetings to Mary Alexander and show the
utmost kindness. The article that was published in one of
the newspapers was noted. I ask God that you may receive
confirmation and assistance.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v12#05 p.106x
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ABO08339

To: Mashhadi Qurban-Ali son of Abdu’llah et al.
Date: 1909-Jul-13

...O Lord! These souls yearn for Thy presence and are en-
amored with that musk-laden tress. At every moment they
raise a cry, send forth sighs and lamentations, and implore
Thy grace and bounty. Thou art the Bestower, the Kind, the
Merciful, the Compassionate, and Thou art the Dispenser of
infinite bounties. O Generous Lord! Make these souls firm in
Thy Covenant, steadfast in Thy Testament, attracted to the
fragrances of holiness, mindful of the verses of unity. Make
them the recipients of the glances of the eye of Thy mercy and
drawn to the beauty of Thy light. Grant them fresh confirma-
tions at every moment, and at every breath waft the fragrance
of the All-Merciful to their nostrils. Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, and Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the All-
Knowing.
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AB06129

To: Hasan Rawhani Sarvistani
Date: 1909-Jul-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Give thanks to God
that thou hast drunk from the cup of guidance from the hand
of the Cup-bearer of eternity, and hast attained to the ulti-
mate goal of those drawn nigh. Thou hast opened seeing eyes
and witnessed the Greatest Signs, discovered the Ka’bah of
the intended goal, and found rest of soul and tranquility of
conscience under the blessed shade of the Intended Lord.

2 Now thou must arise to spread the holy fragrances in those re-
gions and guide souls to the Kingdom of existence. Permission
for presence at the Holy Shrine will be given later.

Convey to Jinab-i-Aga ‘Ali-Muhammad and Jinab-i-Haji Khan
and Jinab-i-Haji Aqa the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious
greetings from this servant. With utmost longing do I mention
them.
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And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11388

To: Shaykh Aqa Pishnamaz, in Masjid Bardi
Date: 1909-Jul-14

...As to what thou didst ask about the inhabited house, it be-
longs exclusively to the eldest son, along with its dependencies
such as stable, guest house, or private chamber. As for the
other uninhabited houses, they are to be divided among the
male and female heirs....
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AB07452

To: Jinab Muhtaram, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-17

O namesake and grandson of that illustrious personage who
was accepted at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty!
Your noble grandfather was ever the recipient of the Blessed
Beauty’s favoring glance, and He would always praise and com-
mend him. Praise be to God that from his lineage has arisen
one who shall be the cause of that family’s everlasting glory.
For this I am most delighted, as I desire eternal honor for that
household and seek their felicity in both worlds. This is due to
the intensity of the Blessed Beauty’s favor that was bestowed
upon your noble grandfather.

Regarding the previous assembly about which you wrote - in
the beginning when the clergy returned with utmost glory and
grandeur from Qom, and the Prime Minister’s journey to bring
them back, and the city’s adornment, and the establishment of
the assembly - explicit writings without interpretation flowed
from the pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and numerous letters were writ-
ten and sent to all corners of the world, including to Tehran
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and Rasht. You have surely seen those two letters and will
see them again. It was explicitly written that this glory would
ultimately lead to great humiliation, and this exaltation to
degradation and misfortune. Among the exact phrases written
to Rasht was that “they saw the stable but did not see the
end” and similar statements were explicitly written, for it was
observed that while outwardly united, they were inwardly scat-
tered. Their aims were destruction, not construction; decline,
not progress - especially since the main instigators and orga-
nizers of that gathering were the followers of Yahya. These
ill-omened people never take a step in any matter except that
divine punishment encompasses it.

But now, praise be to God, the means have been prepared
for establishing a just government with utmost firmness. The
mighty government and the brilliant nation should unite and
establish a constitutional government, for the contingent world
requires it, and one cannot prevent the requirements of exis-
tence. Every age has its requirements, and today’s requirement
is that governments be constitutional, as this brings comfort
to the world of creation. The government will be in utmost
ease and the people in complete gratitude. What could be
better than having the national assembly and cabinet of min-
isters take responsibility for all affairs, accept accountability,
serve the government, while the king, like the Emperor of Eng-
land, lives in perfect comfort, security and happiness, with the
entire nation devoted to him. Therefore, constitutionalism is
preferable, but utmost caution must be exercised so it does
not become like other cases. There must be a treaty between
the government and the people, with neighboring powers guar-
anteeing its observance. If violation occurs, there should be
consequences. This is to prevent future difficulties.

Among constitutional laws in the Sacred Tablets, the English
law is given precedence, but now greater consideration must be
given to royal authority as current conditions require. There-
fore, in some clauses where national power is strongly empha-
sized, some moderation is needed, and royal authority must
be highly respected. Further adjustments will be possible in
the future. However, since we are forbidden from interfering
in political affairs, writing a law ourselves would be contrary
to obedience to the command. Even this much that is written
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is due to utmost love and goodwill that compels us, otherwise
even this much would not be permissible. If this were not so, a
law would have been quickly written and sent. The foundation
is that the good of both sides must be considered, and govern-
ment and people must be fully connected through established
law so they unite and achieve essential oneness.

This covenant must be established with utmost firmness and
strength lest any danger arise hereafter. When divine teachings
are followed, both government and people shall remain under
the protection of the Lord. The throne of sovereignty shall be
preserved and protected in the utmost glory, and the people
shall endure, honored and steadfast.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji Pishkar, truly had it not
been for your effort and protection, he would now be soaring in
the Supreme Concourse due to misunderstanding and calumny.
Great care must be taken lest mistakes occur in affairs and an
innocent person be ensnared. In any case, intentions must be
purified and one must become a true well-wisher of both gov-
ernment and people. Until the people develops pure intentions
and the government becomes well-disposed toward the people,
the desired result will not be achieved. Therefore, the govern-
ment must act according to heavenly teachings, become a true
shepherd and show kindness to its subjects. When this occurs,
the Word of God will guarantee the continuance of sovereignty
in that family and dynasty, and through the passing of cen-
turies and ages, no harm shall ever befall it.

Concerning the heirs of Mashhadi Rida, what has been done is
most acceptable. The leaders must show such kindness to those
under them. God willing, ‘Abdu’l-Baha will provide a receipt
for the five hundred tumans you have given them, so you may
see how acceptable it has become. And if you employ some of
the trusted friends in your affairs, there is no harm, but Haji
must be content. If you appoint one of Jinab-i-Samandar’s
children to one of your tasks, it will not be fruitless, but with
Haji’s consent.

Regarding the respected companion, supplications of humility
and entreaty were offered at the Divine Threshold that the light
of guidance might shine with utmost power in the chamber of
heart and soul.
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Regarding the martyrs, what was previously written meant
that seeking justice for the oppressed is the greatest means of
divine confirmation and success.

Concerning Aqa Muhammad Hashim Kashi about whom you
wrote, a letter was written to him, and likewise a letter will be
written to the father of Jinab-i-Haji Pishkar.

As for my coming to Iran, the Holy Shrine is in the Sacred Land
and the Most Exalted Shrine is in the Luminous Spot. I shall
not separate from it for a moment. Day and night I yearn to
consecrate my face and hair at the Holy Threshold. How could
I relinquish such a great bounty and exchange attendance at
this Threshold for both worlds? If it is for the well-being of
Iran, as much as possible can be done from here. God willing,
there shall be no shortcoming. This corner of exile is rich in
provision for us. I shall not exchange this wandering for a
thousand freedoms and comforts.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I know what enthu-
siasm and passion thou hast, therefore thou must engage in
teaching important souls and become the cause of guidance
for the learned and distinguished ones, so that in Iran there
may arise wise and knowledgeable ones who are well-wishers
of the government and kind to the people, and who strive day
and night that the mighty government may again attain its
ancient glory and display the sovereignty of the ancient kings,
and that the brilliant nation may show forth a wondrous ap-
pearance in the world of humanity and seek eternal happiness.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL_ATE#161x, COC#1823x
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AB05600

To: Abdu’l Husayn Yazdi, in Alexandria
Date: 1909-Jul-17

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Some months ago a
letter was written to you. From circumstances it appears it did
not arrive. Now I write again in reply so that it may enlighten
eyes and give assurance to thoughts.

You were and will always be in mind, for the manner and con-
duct of that steadfast one in the Covenant attracts the hearts.
From the day of departure until now, not a moment passed
without remembrance of you, and constant supplication for di-
vine aid and bounty was made at the Threshold of Oneness.

Therefore be assured - God is pleased with you, I am pleased
with you, and all the friends are pleased with you. This great
success brings joy to the pure heart. So you must be full of
delight and happiness that you are the focus of attention and
accepted at the threshold of the All-Forgiving Lord.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01314

To: Abdu’llah Sahihfurush, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to his honor Ahmad was noted. Due to lack of
time, a brief reply is written.

Thou hadst written that it had been stated in the Hablu’l-
Matin published at Rasht that the Baha’is were partisans of
the Autocracy, and at Zanjan had collected aid for the Roy-
alist Cause. One of the friends should write in another news-
paper, or spread among the people, that this calumny against
the Baha’is comes from the Yahyai Babis, for these people are
enemies of the Baha'is.
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The Baha’is’ purpose is the reformation of the world, that
improvement may be brought about among all nations and
governments, that strife and contention may disappear, that
war and battle may be abolished. Therefore they strive and
endeavor with heart and soul, and sacrifice themselves, that
government and nation, indeed all peoples and nations, may
be united with one another and peace and reconciliation may
come about. Therefore they have no part in such conflicts.

A clear proof and manifest evidence of the falsity of the
speaker that leaves no room for doubt are the fatwa of the
mujtahid Mulla Hasan Tabrizi calling for the killing of Baha’is
and the slanderous proclamations of the mujtahid Mirza
Fadlu’llah Nuri and Siyyid ‘Ali Akbar which were posted on
walls throughout the streets and bazaars of Tehran.

But the Yahyai Babis, who are enemies of the Baha’is and who
keep themselves hidden behind a veil, tell the constitutionalists
that the Baha’is support the government, and tell the royalists
that the Baha'is sacrifice themselves for the constitutionalists
- so that they may incite both sides against the Baha’is and
make them enemies, while they themselves catch some souls in
between. This is the truth of the matter.

Therefore it is necessary that fair-minded people investigate
this very matter of aid in Zanjan. If such a thing occurred
from the Baha’is, we believe and affirm it. Glory be unto
Thee! This is a great calumny.

From the beginning of the revolution it was repeatedly writ-
ten that the divine friends must withdraw from this tumult
and clamor and strife and contention, and strive and sacrifice
themselves for reconciliation between government and nation,
so that government and nation may mix together like milk and
sugar, for success and prosperity are impossible without refor-
mation. Now since the friends remain silent about whatever
calumnies the ill-wishers spread, therefore the enemies brazenly
spread a new slander every day.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

CHU.067-068, EGBBF.091-092x, BLO_PT#011cx
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-20

O herald of the Covenant! Your recent letter was received. You
had written that it is now clearly evident that due to enmity
and hostility, that which is disputed will fall into the hands
of strangers and outsiders. Long ago this very matter was
written about, stating that the government and people must
blend together like honey and milk, otherwise affairs would fall
to neighboring powers. Similarly, it was explicitly written to
important officials that this approach would lead to endless hu-
miliation and the influence of others. Likewise it was written
to the Spiritual Assembly of Tehran that if thanksgiving was
made for the blood of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Yahya Sirjani, and if
in Tabriz retribution was made for the martyrdom of two mar-
tyrs who were killed by the fatwa of Mirza Hasan Mujtahid,
and likewise if punishment was given for other transgressions,
this victory would remain - otherwise “God doeth whatsoever
He willeth.” When this was not heeded, now “God doeth what-
soever He willeth” has come to pass. Similarly, it was explicitly
stated to Ibn-i-Abhar when he was present in this land that
gratitude was not shown and blessings were denied, for no retri-
bution was made in Sirjan for the bloodshed, the oppressors in
Sangsar were not stoned, and in Tabriz Mulla Hasan the blood-
thirsty was not punished. Surely divine confirmation and suc-
cess would be cut off and “God doeth whatsoever He willeth”
would come to pass.

At the beginning of the revolution, ‘Abdu’l-Baha strove with
utmost effort that the friends remain neutral and be well-
wishers to both sides. It was observed that some were interpret-
ing differently and interfering, and the result would be that the
government would use this as a pretext and direct force against
the weak members, massacring all the divine friends while act-
ing as mediators, and through this affair the government would
gain strong influence and demonstrate its power. I summoned
Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar and said that whatever I wished
to prevent the friends from interference was not possible, some
were inclined to interfere and this would yield harmful results.
Now, purely to prevent this interference, I wish to write a state-
ment regarding the center of sovereignty - if appropriate action
is taken, well and good, otherwise “bada” (divine alteration of
decree). It is among the established matters in the Cause of
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God that they said to Imam Ja’far-i-Sadiq that “we were await-
ing the seventh Imam and were saying ‘their seventh is their
Qa’im’ - how is it that this did not come to pass?” He replied
“I am that seventh one, but bada occurred.” In brief, I told
him that if bada was permissible regarding the Qa’im-hood of
Imam Ja’far-i-Sadiq, now if appropriate action is not taken,
bada is the easiest of matters.

O herald of the Covenant! Regarding the rental agreement
between two believers that you wrote about, where the lessor
will not accept the rental payment and the lessee insists on
paying - this matter is cause for much joy and gladness, for
praise be to God, there is no dispute over demand and refusal,
rather the difference is over receiving and giving. How won-
derful that each considers the other deserving. When such a
difficulty arises, that amount should go to charitable causes so
both may be satisfied. As for Jinab-i-Faraju’llah Kashani, the
divine friends should find work for him and assist him for the
sake of God as much as possible, especially Jinab-i-Amin who
should look after him. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Aga Husayn et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1909-Jul-20

O pilgrim with musk-scented breath, convey the Most Glorious
greeting to the honored maidservant of God, the assured Khadi-
jih, and the supplicating leaf, the maidservant of God Sitarih,
and say: O two dear handmaidens of God, raise sweet melodies
high and low in praise of the All-Merciful and Compassionate
Lord, for the glass of the subtle heart has been refined and the
lamp of bounty has cast a new radiance. The chamber of the
heart has been illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth and
the expanse of the heart has become the envy of rose garden
and meadow. The bounties are endless and the grace and favor
of the All-Merciful Lord encompass His maidservants.
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And likewise convey the Most Glorious greeting to the devoted
maidservant of God, the honored wife of Aga Shaykh Ahmad,
and say: O maidservant of the All-Merciful, infinite grace has
granted you a cup from the chalice of the Covenant, making
you intoxicated with love for the All-Merciful Lord. You have
turned to the Kingdom of God and received an abundant por-
tion from the ocean of generosity, gaining your share from
ancient grace and supreme triumph. This favor deserves grat-
itude and causes the attainment of loftiness.

And convey abundant greetings and praise to the honored wife
of Karbila’i Ali Akbar and say that while women’s gatherings
are spread throughout all regions, the favors of the Lord of
humanity have distinguished you with great bounty - He singles
out for His mercy whomsoever He wishes. The queens of the
horizons are deprived while you are privy to the secrets of the
Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting One.

Convey longing greetings to Mirza Yusuf Ali-of and say: The
ancient Joseph became mighty in great Egypt, but this spiri-
tual Joseph has become mighty in the All-Merciful Kingdom.
That one, after great imprisonment, rose from the bottom of
the well to the height of the moon, while this Joseph, without
slight torment, has attained eternal glory. Therefore thank
God for this great bounty.

And convey the utmost love of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Haji Ali ‘Askar
Aqa and say: O dear friend, morning and evening I supplicate
to the Abha Kingdom and find new bounties for you and all
the friends, and I entreat and implore and seek the favors of
the Lord.

i O esteemed pilgrim, Aqa Mirza Jalal and Aga Muhammad

Taqi have permission for visitation. And upon you be the

Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Isfahani, Asadullah (Sanandaj) et al., in Kurdistan
Date: 1909-Jul-20

O servants and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Jinab-i-Aqa
Nuru’llah and Aqa Muhammad Tabrizi had written a letter
mentioning the blessed names of those friends and handmaid-
ens of the All-Merciful. The reading of the names of these
attracted souls brought the utmost joy and gladness, for the
contents of the letter indicated the intensity of joy and magni-
tude of attraction of the friends and handmaidens to the King-
dom of God. It became a chanting of the verses of the love of
God and perfumed our nostrils with the fragrances of the Most
Glorious Paradise. We offered thanks that praise be to God,
those friends have become free from estrangement and have
attained to unity and oneness. They have spiritual fellowship
and heartfelt intimacy. They adorn gatherings and engage in
remembrance of the Incomparable Lord, rest in the shade of
the blessed tree, occupy themselves with praise of the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting, become intimate with servitude at
the Holy Threshold, recite Tablets and chant prayers.

My Lord and my Hope! Thou seest these souls who are at-
tracted by the verses of Thy love, who take shelter beneath
the shade of the tree of Thy mercy, who praise Thee and are
turned toward Thee. Lord! Make their eyes cool with be-
holding Thy signs, their ears attentive to Thy counsels and
teachings, their souls pure through the outpourings of Thy di-
vinity, and their hearts clear through the radiance of the lights
of Thy oneness. Lord! Assist them to serve Thy Cause, enable
them in servitude at Thy Threshold, spread through them Thy
signs throughout all regions, and through them attract hearts
overflowing with the wine of mysteries. Verily Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Chosen One, and verily Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Majidi, Farajullah son of Muhammad Mihdi, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-20

O steadfast servant of God! Praise be to God that you are firm
in the Cause and hold fast to the mighty Covenant. Do not be-
come sorrowful, disappointed and distracted by the objection
and insult of the heedless teacher. Consider the early centuries,
how much the apostles of Christ were reviled and reproached,
how they were persecuted and oppressed, and how due to re-
ligious prejudice their properties were seized and they were
killed, and no extreme of cruelty and oppression was spared.
Now too it is the same situation. Therefore be patient and zeal-
ous, be grateful and dignified, so that you may attain abundant
grace and become the recipient of the favors of the Forgiving
Lord.

According to the teacher’s requirement, accept the eighth grade
position as well - it will do no harm. Through the bounty and
gift of the Forgiving Lord, I hope that the honored mother may
be immersed in the sea of forgiveness and that the honored wife
may find stability and order.
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To: Qalami, Radiyyih daughter of Asadullah Isfahani, in Kurdistan
Date: 1909-Jul-20
O thou who art firm in faith! 4B ge fane (<

2 Thy letter was read, and thy desire is worthy of praise and
deserving of the bounties of the Lord of creation. Through the
grace of the Manifest Light, it is hoped that thy dear husband
may open his eyes, attain a hearing ear, behold the greatest
signs, and hearken to the call of the Most Glorious Beauty.

Associate with him with the utmost love, sincerity, obedience
and kindness, and transform him through goodly character,
detachment, attraction and devotion unto God. I swear by the
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Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones,
that pure intention and righteous deeds influence stones and
rocks, how much more the hearts and souls!

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Date: 1909-Jul-20

Praise be to God! The Convention of the delegates for the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was held in perfect order and the members
assembled in that spiritual meeting with radiant faces, heav-
enly hearts, merciful spirits and the glad tidings of the King-
dom, and consulted and deliberated respecting the founding of
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

Although hereafter thousands of Mashriqu’l-Adhkars will be
founded, yet as this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is the first divine Insti-
tute in America, therefore, it is very important and its results
and fruits are endless. Soon will some of its results become
known and evident.

In brief, the delegates who congregated in that lordly assem-
blage and engaged in the service of the divine Kingdom must
give thanks night and day, for they were thus aided and con-
firmed and left a foot-print, of which eternality is an inherent
quality.

Although the importance of this divine Institute is not very
evident now, yet in the future it will be clear and plain as the
sun.

SW_ v06#17 p.137-138
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To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-21

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
There is no time for a detailed reply so I will write briefly.

The matter of the Tarbiyat School is of utmost importance. It
is absolutely incumbent upon all the friends of God to serve
that school. This is the first school that the friends have es-
tablished in Iran, and all peoples know that it belongs to the
friends. Negligence and carelessness in its affairs is an insult
to the Cause of God. Therefore all must give extraordinary
importance to the Tarbiyat School and strive through every
means - through sound opinions, sufficient resolve, ample as-
sistance, and constant encouragement and urging. In brief, it
is the wish of this servant that this school may gradually excel
all the schools in the world. Consider then how important it
is.

I specifically chose Jinab Aqa Mirza Azizu’llah Khan and told
him to return from Paris to the pillars of the school, inquire
about his duties, and act accordingly. The resignation of Jinab
Doctor Muhammad Khan from the school’s presidency caused
concern.

Regarding the interference of neighboring powers in Iran’s af-
fairs that you wrote about - time and again it has flowed from
the Pen of the Covenant that government and nation must mix
like honey and milk, otherwise it will become an arena for oth-
ers to prance about and both sides will regret it. But alas, alas,
neither side listened and they brought matters to this danger-
ous point. If the ear is your ear and the lament is my lament...
“And whenever I called them that You might forgive them,
they put their fingers in their ears and wrapped themselves
in their garments and persisted and were arrogant with great
arrogance.” We ask God for awakening and alertness from this
deep sleep, that they may perhaps become aware of how they
have been negligent and have corrupted and caused corruption,
until this dust has been stirred up in all regions. Soon they
will regret what they have done and bite their fingers in sorrow
for what they have done, and they will take refuge in mountain
peaks for having made Iran ablaze with fires. Evil is what they
have done.
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Regarding the women’s gatherings that you wrote about - cer-
tainly give importance to this matter as well and exert the
utmost effort and striving, and know with certainty that even-
tually it will bear fruit. This matter is very important, and
when it is properly realized, such distinguished women will be
trained in it that with eloquent speech and persuasive expres-
sion they will astound the world and render the eloquent ones
of East and West silent and speechless. Today in the West,
women have surpassed men. They call souls to the extended
shade, and with eloquent speech, persuasive proof and novel
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To: Wife of Agqa Muhammad Sadiq et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1909-Jul-21

O ye two assured believers! In this mortal world certain mat-
ters come to pass which outwardly are the cause of surging
waves of sorrow, yet therein lies hidden a wisdom whereat the
wise stand perplexed and bewildered. This is naught but a
wisdom concealed from all eyes. Though the event that hath
transpired is the source of utmost grief to you, yet ye must
remain firm-footed and, through the power of faith and certi-
tude, show forth steadfastness and bear it with patience. For
every soul firm in the Covenant is patient, zealous and grateful,
and midst the billows of trials remains thankful and joyous. In
truth, I was more affected and sorrowful than you, yet when I
gained some awareness of its consummate wisdom, I therefore
opened my tongue at the threshold of the Most Holy Kingdom
of Abha in this prayer:

My God, my God! Thou seest me standing at Thy sacred
threshold, supplicating Thee and humbled before Thy door. I
call upon Thee with my spirit and my heart, and commune
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with Thee with my soul and my tongue, saying: My God, my
God! Verily Thy servant Husayn hath fallen into an affliction
at which the peoples of both East and West are dismayed,
and hath been tried with a trial that bringeth sorrow to his
parents, nay, that grieveth the hearts of all who love him, even
from the farthest lands of East and West, causing tears to flow
from every eye. O Lord! Hold him not to account for having
drunk the cup of doom, and treat him only with Thy grace and
bounty toward all humanity. Lord! We are all sinners; forgive
us our sins. We are all naked; clothe us in the garments of
forgiveness and lift from us our troubles. Lord! Look not
upon our deeds, but make our hopes to prosper - these being
the sign of Thy forgiveness resplendent with light, whereby

darkness is dispelled, sins are effaced, and illnesses are healed.

Lord! Have mercy on Husayn’s parents and pour forth patience
upon them, that this wound may be bound up and this malady
cured, and their hearts be assured through Thy pardon and
forgiveness of all who are under heaven. Verily Thou art the
All-Bountiful, verily Thou art the All-Glorious, verily Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

3 O handmaid and servant of God! In this supreme calamity
‘Abdu’l-Baha shares your grief. Therefore be not sorrowful or
heavy-hearted, for that youth is now immersed in the ocean of
forgiveness and pardoned of all transgression. The Lord God
is forgiving and kind. Though he was bereft in this world, God
willing in that other world he shall be abundantly blessed.

Upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06698

To: Muhammad Hashim Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-21

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and carefully read. Praise be to God that thou art firm in the
Covenant and art sacrificing thy life in the path of the Blessed
Beauty. Time is short so I write a brief reply.
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2 The covenant mentioned in the Hidden Words is that Covenant

and Testament which was established by the Supreme Pen in
the blessed spot of Faran of the love of God, the Dome of
Time. And the people of the eternal realm and the Supreme
Concourse are those souls who are firm in the Covenant, while
all others who follow self and desire are wavering.

This is a brief answer - reflect upon it so thou mayest compre-
hend the reality of this utterance. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB09280

To: Family of Isfandyar Mihraban et al., in Bombay
Date: 1909-Jul-21

O Lord! Two servants of Thy threshold, Isfandiyar Mihraban
and Rustam Tirandaz, have hastened to the world of mystery,
have freed themselves from the realm of nothingness and taken
flight to the celestial world of being.

O Forgiver of every sinner! Through Thy pardon and forgive-
ness, bestow upon them abundant favors, grant them freely of
Thy bounty, exalt these two dear servants in Thy Kingdom,
and treat them in a manner worthy of Thy grace.

Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, the Kind.
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AB09774

To: Aga Ghulam Husayn
Date: 1909-Jul-21

O my God, my God! This is Thy patient servant and Thy zeal-
ous bondsman who hath plunged into the seas of joy when he
was gladdened by the holy fragrances which have encompassed
all regions on this Day of Resurrection.
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2 O Lord! Make firm his steps in Thy Ancient Covenant, ex-
pand his breast through the outpouring of manifest light, and
inspire him to chant Thy verses and establish Thy clear proofs
amongst all peoples.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the All-Merciful, the Compas-
sionate.
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AB06146

To: Muhtashim, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Although until now man-
ifold signs of faith and certitude have been evident from thee,
and clear proofs of steadfastness and firmness in the Covenant
have been manifest, and divine bounties and confirmations
have been continually sought - now, praise be to God, thou
hast shown the utmost effort, generosity and nobility of char-
acter in this matter, purely for the good-pleasure of God. This
hath brought the greatest satisfaction and contentment, for
certain difficulties had arisen which have now been resolved
through the endeavors of the friends. Know thou that this
effort was like the sowing of a seed that shall yield a bounti-
ful harvest. As mentioned in the Qur’an: “like a grain which
groweth seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains” - so shall
it be. Ere long, praiseworthy results and acceptable effects of
this deed shall become evident and manifest....
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AB12884

To: Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1909-Jul-24

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The family of the
late Jibran Effendi Sasi [Gabriel Sacy] are in Paris, and I have
heard that some amongst them are sick and feeble, afflicted
as they are with consumption. It is known that, during the
days of his life, that departed soul exerted the utmost endeavor
in showing love to the friends. A true believer was he, and
firm in his certitude; staunch was he, and steadfast. When
he ascended, he left behind a wife and children as a trust and
memento. Now that they have fallen into distress, it behooveth
every one of the friends and the handmaids of the Merciful to
strive, as much as possible, to render them aid. As for myself,
since in these days I am occupied with assisting those who have
survived the martyrs of Yazd, the remnants of those slain in
Nayriz, and the homeless ones who have set out for Sarvistan,
I am unable to help personally. In spite of this fact, twenty-five
pounds have been secured and prepared for them. These funds
will be sent; do thou deliver them.

Write thou concerning the circumstances of that maidservant
of Baha, Miss [Laura] Barney. It appeareth that she hath gone
to America. Perchance if she had been in Paris, she would have
rendered some aid to the family of the late Jibran [Gabriel].
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AB00503

To: Arjumand, Rahim son of Khalil Tabib et al., in Tihran

Date: 1909-Jul-25

O God! O Thou Who hast strengthened the pens of the most
learned with the scratching of the Supreme Pen, they have

heard that scratching with attentive ears and illumined hearts.

Through their attentiveness, divine inspirations were stirred
in their breasts, and indubitable signs were revealed in their
hearts. Their eyes were gladdened by beholding the traces, and
their souls were assured by witnessing the lights. They arose
to speak with most wondrous exposition, presented proofs and
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evidence, lifted the veil from the eyes of the notables, called all
to the sacred and firmly-established fold, guided people to the
fountain of living waters, and directed them to the great attain-
ment and manifest bounty in this witnessed day and praised
age.

> My Lord! Make these the trustees of Thy mysteries, the stars
in the horizon of Thy traces, the lamps of guidance and bril-
liant lights who call out in Thy name among mankind and
guide all to the path of righteousness. May floods of knowl-
edge flow from them and may they illuminate the heights of
the dawning places of ancient traces in ages past. My Lord!
Make these disciples mighty in Thy Kingdom, guardians of
Thy verses, emissaries of Thy Book, and the righteous among
Thy creation. They learn the arts in obedience to Thy com-
mand and derive the lights of knowledge from the niche of Thy
knowledge, illumined by the lights of mysteries from the lamps
of Thy knowledge. My Lord! Make these disciples the teach-
ers of Thy loved ones, the dawning places of Thy favors, the
rising points of Thy mysteries, the settings of Thy stars, and
the descending places of the angels of Thy inspiration. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Glorious, the Beloved.

O two disciples of that cherished person! The treatise you
had written was reviewed. In some places a word was added,
which is this: The traces of the Prophets and the great events
of the chosen ones must either all be given true meanings or
must be plainly narrated according to their outward sense. In
both cases the exposition is proof and manifestation of knowl-
edge and understanding. But if we interpret some literally and
some allegorically through hints, the foundation of teaching is
disturbed. It was noticed that those dear friends have narrated
the events of His Holiness Moses in plain language without in-
terpretation, while they have interpreted all the proofs of His
Holiness the Spirit (Christ) allegorically with spiritual mean-
ings. Either both should be explained literally or both should
be explained and interpreted with true meanings.

This point is very important in the treatise. For example, if we
say that the raising of the dead in the time of His Holiness the
Spirit meant eternal life, then we should also consider the de-
liverance of Israel from the sea and the drowning of Pharaoh’s
people as the salvation of the Israelites from the seas of er-
ror and the drowning of the Copts in the ocean of ignorance.
That is, either both should be interpreted allegorically or both
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should be explained literally. The exposition should be such
that objectors have no grounds for protest, otherwise satisfac-
tion will not be achieved, the light of guidance will not shine
forth, and divine proof will not become manifest and evident.
This servant, in complete humility at the Sacred Threshold of
the Most Glorious Beauty, with face in the dust, with weeping
eyes and burning heart, will supplicate and pray on your be-
half, and the results of this humility and brokenness will surely
become manifest and evident. And upon you both be the Most
Glorious Glory.

5 He is God!

The Jewish scholars do not acknowledge the miracles of Christ,
and likewise the Christian scholars do not acknowledge the
miracles of the Prophet [Muhammad], and similarly the Eu-
ropean philosophers and natural historians deny the miracles
of Moses, and each raise various objections, especially the Eu-
ropean philosophers who have published many works on this
subject. Therefore, either all must be taken literally and deci-
sive proof established for their occurrence and manifestation,
or all must be interpreted allegorically. Thus, a few words were
added to the treatise.
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To: Mountfort Mills
Date: 1909-Jul-25

The founding of these spiritual meetings is purely for the pur-
pose of teaching; but, as the Mashreq’Ul Azkar is not yet
founded, therefore in the spiritual meetings verses are chanted,
supplications and communes offered and discourses delivered.
However, when the Mashreq'Ul Azkar is organized the spiritual
meetings will be devoted especially to teaching, and the place
of worship will become focalized in the Mashreq’Ul Azkar.

SW__v13#10 p.276x
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AB07911

To: Shah Siyavash Mihrigan (Yazd) et al.
Date: 1909-Jul-25

O ye servants and handmaidens of God! For thousands of years
and months the pure-hearted ones waited expectantly for the
dawning of the Sun of Truth, yet this most great bounty was
bestowed upon the Zoroastrian friends in these times. “He
singles out for His mercy whomsoever He pleaseth.” Therefore
must ye arise day and night in thanksgiving to the All-Merciful
Lord that He hath kindled such a lamp in the assemblage of
the Parsees and caused such a sun to dawn from the Orient
of the Iranians. His is the grace and His is the bounty, and
upon you be the glory, O loved ones of the All-Merciful in this
promised Day!
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To: Wife of Haji Husayn the martyr
Date: 1909-Jul-25

O handmaiden of the Most Glorious Beauty! That candle of
the martyrs received the grace of divine manifestation from the
Most Great Court and attained the honor of presence in the
Abha Kingdom. During his lifetime he arose to serve those
near the Divine Threshold and was confirmed in servitude at
the Sacred Court. You who are the honored spouse of that
pure soul should live according to his way and conduct so that
you may become the cause of his joy and delight in the eternal
world. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12015

To: Mathilde Forster, in Stuttgart
Date: 1909-Jul-25

O seeker after confirmation! Since thy dear child is taking his
examinations, my fervent wish at the divine Threshold is that,
by the grace and favour of God, he may meet with success,
and that in the future he may go on to study agriculture and
master its various branches, practical and theoretical.

Agriculture is a noble science and, should thy son become pro-
ficient in this field, he will become a means of providing for the
comfort of untold numbers of people.
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ABO00950

To: Rafsanjani, Mirza Ali Akbar et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1909-Jul-26

O my two faithful friends! Your detailed letter arrived and its
contents were understood. My heart and soul cried out to the
heavens that such severe oppression occurred and blessed souls
were martyred. The beasts opened their claws and sharpened
their teeth, the wolves began to prowl, and the fierce preda-
tors attacked. They stained those blessed souls’ faces and hair
with their pure blood, tested arrow and spear, unleashed the
hand of rebellion and enmity, and spilled those pure souls’
blood upon the earth. The ravening wolves have no occupa-
tion save tearing apart the divine sheep, and the outcast dogs
no work but shedding the blood of the spiritual gazelles. But
the birds of the garden of inner meanings soared to the divine
realm through the supreme martyrdom, and the gazelles of the
wilderness of God’s love hastened to the land of unity through
sacrifice. The dove of sanctification flies to the gardens of the
Kingdom, and the star of divine unity rises from the horizon of
detachment, and ever does the protection of grace arrive, and
the orator of the love of God proclaims this address:
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“If you harbor thoughts of life within your heart, come not
here;

But if you’ll sacrifice both heart and soul, then come and bring
them too.

This is the way’s custom, if union with Baha you seek;

If you’re not fit for this path, stay far and bring no trouble.”

; The wisdom of the Nayriz sacrifice has been written in a let-

ter, therefore a copy is being sent so you may review it and
spread it among the friends. And for the expenses of the mar-
tyrs’ survivors and the Nayriz refugees, one thousand tumans
and something more is being sent via Baku. The utmost ef-
fort and endeavor was made until this amount was possible.
And a complete detailed visitation tablet was written for the
Nayriz martyrs which is enclosed - read it for the refugees and
send it to the martyrs’ survivors. Convey the most wondrous
and glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Ali Za'ir
and say you are in my thoughts and I remember you in my
heart. Regarding the carpet you wish to send for the Most
FExalted Shrine, you have permission. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Beauty.

Convey this servant’s utmost appreciation to Jinab-i-Aqa Hay-
dar Ali Sarvestani and the friends in Sarvestan. They truly
sacrificed themselves in service to the Nayriz refugees and em-
igrants on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and became the cause of my
joy and gladness. And convey the most wondrous and glorious
greetings to Darvish Qurban’ali Arab. And I send most long-
ing and glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad from
the Nayriz emigrants and all the refugees. Those blessed souls
are truly worthy of praise and deserving of the utmost love and
worship. I am ever engaged in their remembrance and beseech
infinite favors from the divine threshold. ‘Abbas.

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.
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AB03452

To: Mary M Rabb, in Arleta, USA
Date: 1909-Jul-27

O thou who seekest the truth! Thy letter was received and the
emotions of thy heart were known. Verily thou hast been at-
tracted to the beauty of truth and art enchanted with the love
of His knowledge and recognition. Nothing is more becoming
to humankind than this, nothing leads to a greater beauty of
perfection and grace than to be attracted to and love the truth.
One must sacrifice one’s all in seeking the truth and become
evanescent in its path so that one might obtain a portion from
this ocean and be enlightened by a ray from its sun. This is
what befits the truly wise and the discerning.

2 Thou hast asked a question regarding calamities and sufferings
and wish to know whether these come from God or from man’s
own evil nature. Know verily that calamities are of two kinds:
one is a divine test of human beings; the other is retribution
for one’s own actions. The kind, which is meant as a test, is a
form of training and discipline for the soul; and that which is
retributive is a divine chastisement.

A father or a teacher sometimes rewards children and some-
times punishes them. The purpose of his punishment is to
train his children and is actually a form of mercy and kindness
unto them. Although it appears as wrath yet in reality it is
compassion. If it appears on the surface to involve hurt and
pain inwardly it is sweet and refreshing water. Thus one must
supplicate and implore God at all times that one may remain
steadfast under tests and patient under calamities.
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Date: 1909-Jul-27

Thou hast questioned concerning ordeals and difficulties and
catastrophes: “Are these from God or the result of man’s (own)
evil deeds?”

Know thou that ordeals are of two kinds: One kind is for trial
(to test the soul), and the other is punishment for actions. (“As
a man soweth so shall he reap.”) That which is for testing is ed-
ucational and developmental and that which is the punishment
of deeds is severe retribution.

The father and the teacher sometimes humor the children and
then again discipline them. This discipline is for educational
purposes and is indeed to give them true happiness; it is abso-
lute kindness and true providence. Although in appearance it
is wrath yet in reality it is kindness. Although outwardly it is
an ordeal yet inwardly it is purifying water.

Verily, in both cases we must supplicate and implore and com-
mune to the divine Threshold in order to be patient in ordeals.

SW__ vO8#18 p.235

AB01502

To: Abdu’l-Majid Furughi, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-28

O herald of the mention of Truth! Your letter arrived and the — asdly |oas 5 4w ab :,;- S sl (o
details of the incident became known - that on the path that 45§ as, &3 Olel, 15 & 45§ o s
innocent one was s'trip.ped bare and became aware of the world S )< S o f." e:l £ J}_ &b 9N
of detachment. It is time to say:

“The time has come for me to become naked st Obye o §callesy
To leave the body and become entirely soul” o5 Ol p\;i o

In visiting the honored Ka’bah, by divine decree one must don (.\ I~ Al A ;4 M:KA *aS Ol s
the pilgrim garb. The people of interpretation say this is an
allegory meaning that when all peoples, each with their own
customs and manners, path and way, belief and religion, turn
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toward the center of reality, they must shed all these thoughts
and occupations and different religions and nations’ laws and
rules, and put on the single-colored garment of sanctification -
this is what the pilgrim garment symbolizes. Now with utmost
respect the guides removed your cloak and robe and mantle
until you were stripped bare and naked. This is the teaching
for the people of truth and a clear and evident sign that the free
must be stripped bare of every garment, meaning they must be
freed from every bond and detached from every attachment.

“None may approach that well-belov’d Who harboreth his own
desire;

; None may embrace that beauteous form Who’s burdened with

his own attire!”

Surely you have taken sufficient and complete lesson from this
sign and have become appropriately and properly bare of every
garment. Blessed are you for this sign by which the hearts of
the sincere ones become aware.

After the marriage agreement and its confirmation and pub-
lic announcement - meaning formally informing friends and
companions that the marriage of these two souls has been con-
firmed and established - no more than ninety-five days may
pass before the consummation must take place and the two
verses be recited and the dowry delivered. If it exceeds ninety-
five days it is forbidden and disobedience to the Lord’s com-
mand, though the contract is not invalidated. Whoever causes
delay is responsible and subject to reproach and rebuke. Sup-
port, clothing and housing become established from the day of
consummation.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-28

O you who are firm in the Covenant! A letter to the friends in
Taligan was written and is enclosed; please deliver it. Jenab
Aqga Shaykh Mubhsin, the teacher, has arrived and arrange-
ments will be made regarding him. The other travelers to
Tehran have all arrived and are bowing down and prostrating
at the Holy Threshold.

Convey my utmost longing and most glorious greetings to
Jenab Aqa Mirza Mehdi Safa and Jenab Aqa Mirza Habibullah.
Those two friends who are close to the Divine Threshold have
truly forsaken their own comfort and rest and, with complete
detachment and attraction, have turned to the Abha Kingdom
and traveled to the realms of the All-Merciful. They brought
joy and delight to Taligan and became the cause of spirituality
and fragrance for the friends. Would that ‘Abdu’l-Baha could
serve these holy and pure souls in their travels and at home,
for they diffuse the divine fragrances and chant the clear
verses, and sacrifice their lives, possessions, honor, dignity and
families in the path of the Blessed Beauty. Would that I were
with them to achieve a great victory!

You wrote about the difficulty of affairs for the teachers. The
state of Christ’s apostles is known - when teachers live in ut-
most difficulty, it has a profound effect on seeking souls.

Regarding what you wrote about Haji - a letter was sent to be
delivered to him, but so far no news has been received. And
regarding what you wrote about the nature of his journey -
there is absolutely no information; it is mere speculation. You
will be informed.

Regarding the matter of His Holiness Thamirih and Jenab
Muhtasham, truly the divine friends have exerted their utmost
effort and this case was resolved with complete joy and delight.
This servant is extremely pleased with this matter. I hope
the divine friends will always be assisted in solving difficulties,
and it is certain that this service will be the cause of attaining
divine bounty and blessing.
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Regarding what you wrote about Ibn-i-Shahid, advice will be
given after return from Europe. A letter was previously written
and sent to Jenab Aqa Mirza Asadullah, the learned scholar.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Aqga Tihrani, in Baku
Date: 1909-Jul-28

O servant of the Abha Beauty! The letter which you had writ-
ten to Jinab-i-Manshadi was noted. You had cried out and
lamented about being without news. You are right, but since
that true friend is situated in a corner and coming and going
from those parts is entirely cut off, therefore it has happened
that no news reaches that honored one, and this has become a
cause of sorrow. This servant is occupied and familiar with re-
membering you at all times, and I beseech from the unbounded
grace that the fragrances of the love of God may ever waft over
the illumined heart of that true friend and become the cause
of spiritual joy and gladness.

Regarding what you wrote about the children, from the begin-
ning children must be raised with divine education and ever
be reminded of the remembrance of God so that the love of
God may become fixed and established in their nature and
mix with their milk. Now their mother is unaware, inevitably
this must have an effect on them. You must, as much as possi-
ble, mention the mention of the All-Merciful in the presence of
the children so that the fragrances of the love of God may influ-
ence their veins and arteries, and this servant will supplicate
with utmost humility, submission, powerlessness and contri-
tion at the Court of the Self-Sufficient, seeking confirmation
and assistance. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SWAB#099x
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To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1909-Jul-29

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received and news
of the gathering of the delegates of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in
Chicago on the day of Naw-Ruz brought intense joy and delight.
Indeed a wonderful coincidence occurred, for on that blessed
day ‘Abdu’l-Baha hastened to Haifa and, together with the di-
vine friends, was present at the Most Holy Shrine. The sacred
remains of the Bab, after sixty years of wandering and restless-
ness, found their resting place on Mount Carmel, on the Moun-
tain of God, at the Most Holy Shrine. And in Chicago there
was the gathering of the delegates of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar,
and Mr. Charles Haney and Mrs. Mary Haney arrived in
Chicago and attended that sacred gathering. I beseech God
that that illumined assemblage may be confirmed in their pure
and sincere intentions and succeed in serving the Kingdom, so
that they may become the exemplar of the Concourse on High.
A Persian sage has said: “That which is below hath the form
of that which is above.”

As regards the land, carry out the agreement that you have
made with the owner of the property, that it may be purchased,
but let the payment be made in installments. And if it be
possible to begin the construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar,
do not delay.

According to the ordinances of the Faith of God, women are
the equals of men in all rights save only that of membership
on the Universal House of Justice, for as hath been stated in
the text of the Book, both the head and the members of the
House of Justice are men. However, in all other bodies, such as
the Temple Construction Committee, the Teaching Committee,
the Spiritual Assembly, and in charitable and scientific associ-
ations, women share equally in all rights with men.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Fadil Shirazi et al., in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-30

O God! O Thou Who dost confirm the sincere ones in exalting
the Word of God among all the worlds, in arising to serve the
Truth and in sacrificing in the path of the manifest Light!

My Lord! These are illustrious servants and pure souls who
have arisen to serve Thy Cause among the people and have
loved hardship and suffering out of love for Thy Beauty which
has dawned from the highest horizon.

My Lord! They establish assemblies and gatherings and their
affairs are conducted through consultation among them for the
exaltation of Thy Word and the education of the successful
rising generation to establish Thy proofs and evidence, and
the instruction of youth in the proofs and tidings that have
preceded from the blessed souls who unveiled the mysteries of
the Day of Thy Manifestation.

My Lord! Make these souls steadfast in this noble purpose, sac-
rificing their spirits out of love for the Great Announcement,
offering up their souls in Thy straight path with hearts over-
flowing with love in this momentous Day. Then make them de-
tached from the transient world, attracted to the eternal realm,
immersed in the seas of divine knowledge, speaking Thy praise
among the brethren.

My Lord! This noble purpose is magnificent in Thy luminous
Kingdom. Make firm their steps, assure their hearts, and glad-
den their souls through this work which is acceptable at the
threshold of Thy oneness, O Knower of the unseen! Verily
Thou art the Lord, the Merciful, the Kind, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Mihdi Khan Hamadani, in Tihran

Date: 1909-Jul-30

Glory be to Thee, O my God! S ‘L;m Slowann

These two souls who have believed in Thee and Thy verses, who
have acknowledged the appearance of Thy signs, who have been
attracted to Thy beauty and enkindled with the fire of Thy love,
had grown weary of mingling with the nations and consorting
with the people of error. The realm of earthly existence had
become strait for them, so they were drawn to the heights of the
Kingdom. They cast off their threadbare garment and donned
the robes of sanctity, returning unto Thee, placing their trust in
Thee, seeking to attain Thy presence and arrive at Thy court,
that they might be immersed in the ocean of Thy pardon and
forgiveness and be purified from the contamination of sins, the
darkness of sorrows, and the stain of faults through ablution
in the washing-place of Job - cool and refreshing - and through
partaking of the lights of bounty without measure.

O Lord! Light for them the lamp of life, ordain for them the
best of ends, and grant them ascension to the Kingdom of
Lights, entry into the concourse of mysteries, and eternal life
with the righteous. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Exalted,
the All-Choosing. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Loving,
the Generous, the Bestower.
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AB04914

To: Misbah, Azizullah et al.
Date: 1909-Jul-30

O loving friends! The agreement and unity document which
was composed by one of the near servants of the Supreme One
was presented to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Therefore, this servant, with
utmost joy, supplicated to the Kingdom of existence that this
unity and agreement may remain firm and enduring forever in
all divine worlds.
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O my God, O my God! Confirm these hearts in love and faith-
fulness, and make them signs of unity, fellowship and stead-
fastness among all beings, so that they may chant words of
love throughout all regions and call all to the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting in this witnessed Day, and raise the banner of
amity among the servants, and make the three persons as one
soul in all conditions and circumstances.

O Lord! Aid them to agreement, keep them away from
hypocrisy, preserve them from discord, make them firm in
the Covenant, make them attracted to the Luminary of the
horizons, and circling around the Day-Star of effulgence.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the
Bestower.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Jalal et al., in Tihran
Date: 1909-Jul-30

O servant of God! Your letter arrived and it became known
that you were saddened by the previous response. That was
not the intention. Rather, the purpose was that this hidden
secret and guarded mystery remained concealed in the days of
the Holy Manifestations. Its disclosure is not permitted now,
for the order of the world would be disrupted and affairs would
become disordered.

Now observe this - that the Holy Manifestations did not ad-
dress such matters. It is certain that the hand of divine infal-
libility is upon this, otherwise by now it would have been the
secret of every gathering and the minaret of every assembly.

Therefore seek you the ancient treasure and desire the mighty
influence, so that brilliant traces may encompass all horizons.
This is the enduring craft, this is the eternal gift, this is the
penetrating elixir in hearts and spirits, this is the illuminator
of forms.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Study guide to this volume

The summer of 1909 finds ‘Abdu’l-Baha in a remarkable position: freed from physical imprisonment
but already moving toward the broader confinement of world attention that will follow when He
undertakes his Western tours within two years. The writings of this period display an extraordinary
range: a mystical treatise on divine love that soars into the language of Persian poetry, a searing
account of the theft of Bahau’llah’s papers by Covenant-breakers at the moment of His passing,
conversations with American pilgrims on governance and teaching, prayers for martyrs who died
in Iran’s continuing upheaval, and letters celebrating the first transatlantic cooperation between
Fastern and Western Bahd’i communities in support of the Wilmette Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. The
volume is animated throughout by a single theme in multiple registers: the relationship between
unity and diversity, between the One and the many, between the hidden source of love and its
visible effects in the world.

God as Sun, Creation as Radiance: A Treatise on Mystical Love

Key Passages

O my brother! The similitude of God is like the sun, and the similitude of creation is
like objects. In every particle there is a radiance and brilliance from the sun. Likewise,
in every mystery there is a secret, and in every horizon there is a light from that peerless
Beloved and unique Essence. That invisible Essence is established upon the throne in
the unseen divine realm and plays the game of love with Its own love. — ABO00791

Thou hadst inquired concerning the continuance of true life, which is the life of the
heart... The extinction of bodily life needeth no exposition, for it is manifest and evident.
But the life of the heart is a grace streaming from the Sun of Truth, and eternity is
among its inherent properties. Yet the birds of clay have no tidings of the world of
holiness, that they might comprehend with what splendor and radiance everlasting life
shineth in the divine realm. — ABO00391

Context for Study

ABO00791 belongs to the tradition of Persian mystical prose that descends from Ghazali’s Mishkat al-
Anwar and the optical theology of Ibn al-Haytham: God is the light-source, creation the illuminated
field, and every particle of the created world a surface that reflects and refracts the divine brilliance.
The verse embedded in the treatise — “The Friend played love with Himself in pre-existence;
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without us and without I and we” — invokes the Sufi metaphysics of divine self-disclosure: before
the creation of the world, love was already the divine self’s most fundamental movement, seeking
an object in which to behold itself. This is a reading of the hadith qudsi “I was a Hidden Treasure
and desired to be known” through the lens of mystical love rather than intellectual knowledge: the
creative act is erotic in the spiritual sense rather than merely epistemological — the expression of a
love that could not remain contained. AB00391 applies the sun metaphor specifically to the “life of
the heart” as distinguished from the “life of the body”: bodily life is obvious and self-evident; the
life of the heart is a gift from the Sun of Truth, and its inherent property is eternity. The “birds of
clay” — souls still bound to material understanding — have no access to the splendor of everlasting
life because the organ capable of perceiving it (the spiritual heart) has not yet been awakened in
them. The pairing of the two passages reveals the structure of the argument: God plays the game
of love with His own love in pre-existence; creation is the space in which that love takes form; the
life of the heart is the specific form in which human beings can receive and return that love; and
the eternity of the heart’s life is the ultimate measure of the love’s seriousness.

Questions for Reflection

1. The sun-and-radiance metaphor in AB00791 carefully preserves divine transcendence: the sun
does not descend to the objects it illuminates. How does this image navigate the philosophical
problem of the relationship between an infinite God and a finite creation, and how does it
compare with the Neoplatonic emanationist account and with the Jewish kabbalistic concept
of divine contraction (tzimtzum)?

2. The verse “The Friend played love with Himself in pre-existence; without us and without I
and we” suggests that divine love is self-sufficient and does not require creation as a recipient.
How does this image of divine love-play compare with the Hindu concept of lila (divine play),
with the Christian Trinitarian account of love as the eternal relation between Father, Son,
and Spirit, and with the Sufi interpretation of the hadith qudsi “I was a Hidden Treasure”?

3. ABO00391 distinguishes the “life of the heart” from the “life of the body” and identifies eternity
as the inherent property of the former. What does this claim imply about the nature of
spiritual experience in this life — is the eternal life a future reward or a present reality
accessible to the awakened heart?

4. The “birds of clay” who have no tidings of everlasting life are described as lacking the capacity
to comprehend what they cannot perceive. How does this limitation compare with the epis-
temic situation of Plato’s cave-dwellers, with the Buddhist concept of avidya (fundamental
ignorance), and with the Sufi veil (héjab) that separates the soul from the divine?

5. What practices of the heart does the sun-radiance metaphor suggest? If every particle of
creation carries a reflection of divine light, what does it mean to seek the Source through
attending to the radiance in created things — in art, in nature, in the face of another person?
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The Sacred Trust Violated: The Theft of Bahau’llah’s Papers

Key Passages

A few days before the Ascension of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones, He commanded ‘Abdu’l-Bahd to gather the papers in His blessed
chamber and put them in a bag. According to His blessed command, the papers were
collected and placed in two bags. He said “These papers are entrusted to you.” When
these words issued from His pure lips, the condition that arose is indescribable — all
my limbs trembled and tears flowed like rain. — ABO00878

When we wanted to wash the pure body, Mirza Muhammad ‘Al said “Perhaps the
water will affect this. You give this to us and we will safeguard it until the washing is
complete and the pure body is enshrouded in its burial shroud.” In such a state where
I had absolutely no consciousness or thought, and the possibility of anyone’s treachery
could not occur to me, I handed them over. He gave them to Mirza Badi‘u’llah to place
in his trunk and safeguard. But they seized everything along with all the trusts and
blessed seals and rings, and did not give me a single page from the two bags. They
remain with them to this day. — ABO00878

Context for Study

ABO00878 is among the most intimate and painful documents in the Bahéd’i corpus. Written in 1909,
more than seventeen years after the Ascension of Bahau’llah in 1892, it recounts in concrete and
emotionally unguarded terms the moment of betrayal at the center of the Covenant crisis. The
scene is shattering in its ordinariness: Bahau’llah entrusts His papers to ‘Abdu’l-Bahé days before
His death; ‘Abdu’l-Bahé is overwhelmed by the weight of the trust and leaves the bags in the sacred
room because he cannot bring himself to move them; in the chaos and grief surrounding the washing
of the body, his half-brother exploits precisely that moment of overwhelm — when “I had absolutely
no consciousness or thought” — to take possession of the bags, ostensibly for safekeeping, and then
simply never returns them. The detail of “blessed seals and rings” also seized gives the violation a
material as well as textual dimension: the instruments of Bahau’llah’s formal authority were stolen
alongside the documents that constituted His intellectual legacy. The narrative serves multiple
purposes simultaneously. It establishes the historical record with precision. It reveals the human
psychology of betrayal with extraordinary candor: the Covenant-breaker acted at the moment when
grief and shock had temporarily suspended the capacity for suspicion. And it demonstrates the
quality of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own self-disclosure: He is willing to acknowledge His own momentary
incapacity, His own forgetting that treachery was possible, as part of the honest historical account.
Comparable narratives of sacred betrayal — the betrayal of Jesus by Judas at the Last Supper,
the seizure of the caliphate from ‘All after the Prophet’s death, the corruption of the early church
described by Paul in his letters — all pivot on the same structural moment: the abuse of proximity
and trust.

Questions for Reflection

1. The theft of the papers takes place at the moment of maximum grief and disorientation, when
‘Abdu’l-Bahé acknowledges he had “absolutely no consciousness or thought.” What does this
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account reveal about the psychology of betrayal, and why is the moment of sacred transition
so vulnerable to violation?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s trembling and weeping when Bahau’llah entrusts the papers to him suggests
that he experienced the weight of this trust as almost unbearable. What does this response
reveal about the nature of sacred responsibility, and how does it compare with Moses before
the burning bush, with Isaiah’s “Woe is me, for I am a man of unclean lips,” and with
Muhammad’s experience of the first revelation?

3. The Covenant crisis is presented in this volume as a structural pattern — betrayal at the
moment of transition, exploitation of proximity, abuse of trust — that recurs across religious
history. What does this structural recurrence suggest about the sociology of charismatic
succession, and what institutional safeguards does the Baha’i system of the Covenant attempt
to provide?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé writes about the theft of the papers more than seventeen years after the event
with complete emotional immediacy. What does this sustained vivid memory suggest about
the way he understood the event’s significance, and what does the act of narrating it serve?

5. The stolen papers included “supplementary ordinances in the Blessed Handwriting” that
have never been recovered. What does the permanent loss of these texts mean for the Bahd’i
community, and how does it compare with the loss of other sacred texts in religious history
— from the @ source in early Christianity to the lost books of the Hebrew Bible?

East and West in Material Unity: The First Transatlantic Contri-
bution

Key Passages

Thou hadst written that the friends intend to contribute towards the cost of the Mash-
riqu’l-Adhkar. This news imparted infinite joy, inasmuch as the abundant effusions of
the Kingdom, the heavenly outpourings of God’s grace, and His unfailing confirmations
are directed towards the establishment of the bonds of unity, harmony, and fellowship
in the world of humanity. Therefore, this worthy act on the part of the friends in the
Fast to gather and send contributions to the West is praiseworthy, meritorious, and
among the distinctive characteristics of this Dispensation. — AB11827

It was unheard of in the past for the East to lend its material support to the West, that
is, for the friends in Persia to aid in the building of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in America.
This is the first occasion of its kind; therefore, its effects will surely be laudable and it
will bring forth admirable results... Praise be to the Ancient Beauty for having conferred
such ties of friendship and harmony upon the human race, for having established such
a mighty foundation, and for having promoted such a sublime aspiration. — AB11827

Praise be to God that thou hast freed the house and dwelling of that holy soul and the
nest and shelter of that celestial bird from the hands of strangers and prepared it for the
construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. Now a spiritual gathering is being formed there
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and the verses of unity are being chanted. There is firm hope that the members of that
assembly will become radiant lamps and cast the light of guidance upon that region, so
that Shiraz may become the manifestation of mystery and the melody of secrets may
spread throughout all the territories of that land. — AB04720

Context for Study

AB11827 celebrates what it explicitly identifies as a historical first: Persian Bahd’is contributing
money toward the construction of a house of worship in America. In 1909, the flow of mate-
rial resources, cultural influence, and political power ran overwhelmingly from West to East; the
colonial framework structured virtually every exchange between the two worlds as an asymmetric
relationship in which the East received and the West gave. The Persian friends’ contribution to the
Wilmette Mashriqu’l-Adhkar reverses this structure at a symbolic level: in the Bahd’{ community,
the East assists the West, the “homeland” of the Faith helps establish its westernmost outpost,
and material support flows against the direction of political power. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd understands the
significance immediately and frames it as a demonstration of the new unity rather than merely
as a financial transaction: the act is “among the distinctive characteristics of this Dispensation”
precisely because it was “unheard of in the past.” AB04720 extends the same vision geographically
in the other direction: the freeing of the Bab’s childhood home in Shiraz from non-Baha’i owner-
ship and its conversion into a site of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkér and the Nineteen Day Feast connects
the origin-point of the Faith (the declaration of the Bab in Shiraz in 1844) with its current global
expansion. Together the two passages form a vision of a community that is beginning to organize
itself as a genuinely global entity, with the circulation of spiritual and material resources flowing
freely in all directions.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 identifies the Persian contribution to the American Mashriqu’l-Adhkar as
“among the distinctive characteristics of this Dispensation.” What does this suggest about
the relationship between material acts — the giving of money, the building of structures —
and the spiritual significance they carry?

2. The reversal of the usual East-to-West direction of resource flow is described as unprecedented
and therefore as a proof of the new unity. How does the Bahd’i community’s understanding of
the symbolic significance of material cooperation compare with the role of financial solidarity
in liberation theology, with the practice of zakat (obligatory giving) in Islam, and with the
socialist tradition of international solidarity?

3. The liberation of the Bab’s house in Shiraz and its conversion into a gathering place connects
the origin of the Faith to its present flourishing. How does the preservation and sanctification
of originary sites — homes, battlefields, places of first revelation — function in religious
communities across traditions? What do these acts of preservation express about religious
memory and identity?

4. AB11827 envisions a world in which “disparate nations of the world shall become one country
and its numerous lands one homeland; all the different governments shall join together in
union and harmony.” How does this aspiration compare with contemporary international
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institutions — the United Nations, the World Trade Organization, the International Court
of Justice — and what would be required for these institutions to approximate the vision?

5. The Mashriqu’l-Adhkér appears in multiple contexts in this volume: as a future institution in
America, as a recovered sacred site in Shiraz, as the organizing focus of East-West cooperation.
What does the recurring centrality of this institution in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s vision suggest about
the relationship between physical institutions and the spiritual health of a community?

The Most Great Peace and the Sword of Governance

Key Passages

The purpose of the Baha’is is to raise high the banner of the Most Great Peace and
to eliminate the foundation of war and strife from all horizons, to bring all different
nations and peoples under the shade of God’s unified tabernacle, and to erase racial,
national, religious, sectarian and political prejudices from the tablet of the world — so
that all regions become one region, all races become one race, and all nations become
one nation, until the world of creation finds rest. — AB11862

Among constitutional laws in the Sacred Tablets, the English law is given precedence,
but now greater consideration must be given to royal authority as current conditions
require... However, since we are forbidden from interfering in political affairs, writing a
law ourselves would be contrary to obedience to the command. Even this much that is
written is due to utmost love and goodwill that compels us, otherwise even this much
would not be written. — ABO07452

O servant of Truth! Victory is of two kinds: the conquest of strongholds and the
conquest of hearts. The conquest of strongholds is easy, for they can be subdued with
a measure of explosive materials. But the conquest of hearts is difficult, save through
the power of the Most Great Name and the hosts ye cannot see. — AB09246

Context for Study

The political teachings of this section bring together the constructive vision (the Most Great Peace,
the erasure of prejudice, the unification of nations) with the pragmatic method (non-interference
in partisan politics, goodwill toward all parties, the conquest of hearts through spiritual means).
AB11862 states the constructive vision with unusual comprehensiveness: the Bahd’i purpose is
nothing less than the elimination of all prejudice — racial, national, religious, sectarian, and po-
litical — from the world. The context is a conversation about why Baha’is do not support the
constitutionalist faction in Iran’s crisis: it is precisely because the goal is so comprehensive that no
particular faction can claim the community’s exclusive allegiance. AB07452 navigates the delicate
territory between offering guidance on governance and violating the principle of non-interference:
‘Abdu’l-Bah4 offers counsel on the appropriate balance between royal authority and national power,
explicitly notes that writing a law would itself violate the injunction against political interference,
and limits himself to the observation that the English constitutional model deserves consideration
as a precedent. AB09246 then supplies the spiritual alternative to political conquest: hearts can
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be won through the power of the Most Great Name and invisible spiritual forces, and this form
of victory is described as vastly more difficult — and vastly more durable — than military con-
quest. The image of a city taken by explosives, easily rebuilt; and the image of a heart won by
love, permanently transformed: the contrast articulates the Baha’i political theology with unusual
concision.

Questions for Reflection

1.

The aspiration that “all regions become one region, all races become one race, and all nations
become one nation” (AB11862) is one of the most comprehensive unity claims in the Bahd'i
corpus. How should this aspiration be understood — as a description of a future political
state, as a spiritual vision, as a normative principle guiding present action, or as all three
simultaneously?

. AB07452 describes the English constitutional monarchy as a model that “is given precedence

in the Sacred Tablets” while also acknowledging that current conditions may require adjust-
ments in favor of royal authority. What does this historically calibrated, contextual approach
to political recommendation suggest about the relationship between eternal principles and
their institutional expression?

. The contrast between the “conquest of strongholds” (military victory) and the “conquest

of hearts” (spiritual transformation) in AB09246 implies a theory of social change in which
durable transformation is achieved through love rather than force. How does this theory
engage with the realist tradition in political philosophy — from Machiavelli through Hobbes
to contemporary realpolitik — which holds that force is the ultimate foundation of political
order?

. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé refuses to support any specific political faction, including the constitutionalists,

because the Bahd’{ purpose transcends all factional alignments. How might this position be
maintained in a context where remaining neutral has the practical effect of benefiting one
side in a conflict, as is often the case in political crises?

. The vision of the Most Great Peace — all races one, all nations one — has been criticized

by some as utopian, by others as insufficiently attentive to the legitimate value of particular
cultural and national identities. How does the Bahd’i understanding of unity-in-diversity
respond to these concerns?

Exile as Illumination: Suffering, Memory, and the Economy of Sac-
rifice

Key Passages

Be ye all of good cheer for this exile hath caused you to be banished from the abode
of this mortal heap of dust to the divine rose-garden of Sarvistan.. What comparison
can there be between that heap of dust and this starry galaxy on high? Be ye thankful
at all times therefore that ye have been left homeless and have become outcasts in the
path of God... Those who merely seek for ease in this material world will be unable to
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harvest the full fruits from life’s tree but those embodiments of true love, those symbols
of spiritual recognition and such as are personifications of the divine attributes will
always yearn for a myriad calamities in His path. — AB03201

O Lord! Gudarz the Persian was asleep and awakened, was unconscious and became
conscious. He became a knight-commander in the army of the free, and in the broad
plains of Kerman and Tehran he galloped the steed of sacrifice and with the heavenly
polo-stick seized the ball of loving-kindness... Suddenly he became the target of arrows
and stained the earth with his blood. — AB05410

O ye martyrs and manifestations of the Love of God, O noble and pious ones, Verily,
you were sacrificed in the Path of God. I testify that you are signs of guidance and the
embodiment of words of virtue and stars made manifest on the Supreme Horizon and
resplendent lights reflected in the realm of the Most Exalted Example and tall trees in
the heavenly paradise and birds warbling in the Garden of Sacrifice and lions roaring
in the groves of loyalty and fish swimming in the pools of the Most Glorious Heaven.—
AB00485

Context for Study

The three passages of this section constitute ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s theology of martyrdom and exile as
understood in 1909. AB03201, addressed to a community of believers who have been driven from
their homes, performs a characteristic inversion: the place of exile is a rose-garden; the heap of dust
(the former home) is what deserves to be lamented. The argument is not that exile is pleasant but
that its effects are spiritually richer than comfort: the ones who yearn for calamity in God’s path are
described as “embodiments of true love,” “symbols of spiritual recognition,” and “personifications
of the divine attributes” — in other words, as the very type of the full human being. AB05410 for
the martyr Gudarz applies the same theology to a specific life: a man who was asleep and awakened,
who “galloped the steed of sacrifice” across the plains of Iran, and who was finally “the target of
arrows.” The language is drawn from Persian epic and chivalric romance — Gudarz is a name from
the Shahnameh — and deliberately elevates the martyr into the mythic register of Iranian heroic
tradition while placing that tradition entirely at the service of the new dispensation. AB00485,
addressed to martyrs collectively, deploys a cascade of images — stars, trees, birds, lions, fish —
each from its own element and each at the apex of its element’s characteristic excellence. The
effect is to present the martyrs as the fullest realization of multiple natural orders simultaneously,
as beings who have become, in their deaths, more alive than the living. The theology of sacred
witness here expressed is consistent with the tradition of Christian martyrology (the witness of the
martyrs as itself a form of proclamation), with the Shi‘i theology of the sacred sacrifice of Imam
Husayn, and with the Sufi understanding of the spiritual warrior who “dies before dying.”

Questions for Reflection

1. The theology of AB03201 transforms exile — forced displacement from home — into a gift.
What are the conditions under which this transformation is spiritually authentic rather than
a form of denial or resignation, and how does the community support those who undergo exile
in developing this perspective?
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2. The prayer for Gudarz in AB05410 uses the language of Persian heroic epic to honor a Baha’i
martyr. What does the appropriation of this literary tradition reveal about the relationship
between the new religious community and the inherited cultural and literary heritage of the
Persian-speaking world?

3. AB00485 presents the martyrs as simultaneously stars, trees, birds, lions, and fish — beings
who have achieved the highest expression of multiple natural orders. What is the spiritual
logic of this multiple-register imagery, and how does it compare with the veneration of saints
in the Catholic tradition, with the concept of the waliy (friend of God) in Sufi hagiography,
and with the bodhisattva ideal in Mahayana Buddhism?

4. The martyrs of this period died in the context of Iran’s constitutional revolution, killed by
mobs or ordered executed by clerical authorities. How does the Baha’i theology of martyrdom
engage with the political dimensions of their deaths — are they purely spiritual witnesses, or
also political victims of state and clerical violence?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s writings on martyrs and exile consistently present suffering in the path of
God as participation in a sacred economy of sacrifice. What does it mean for a community
to understand its collective suffering as generative — as the form in which the spiritual life
of a new civilization is being purchased?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 142 spans the full spectrum of the Baha’i condition in 1909: mystical ecstasy in the treatise
on divine love, raw grief in the account of the stolen papers, historical pride in the first East-West
material cooperation, political clarity in the vision of the Most Great Peace, and spiritual dignity
in the prayers for martyrs and exiles. What holds all of these registers together is the sun metaphor
with which the volume opens: God radiates, creation receives, and the quality of any particular life
is determined by how fully it has turned its face toward the light and allowed it to pass through.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the divine reality radiates love
as the sun radiates light — abundantly, impartially, and without diminishment — what
forms of sacrifice, service, cooperation, and patient suffering constitute a community’s
fullest response to that radiation, and how does such a community become, in the
words of this volume, “a light of guidance upon a region” rather than simply a reflection
of the ordinary social life that surrounds it?
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