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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 144

This 1909 volume gives particular prominence to the clarification of authority, organization, and
unity in the West. ABU1572, spoken to Percy Woodcock, is one of the most explicit early statements
distinguishing the future Universal House of Justice from local “Spiritual Meetings” or “Boards of
Council”: the latter are described as servants of the community, while the former, when established,
will legislate on matters not contained in the Kitab-i-Aqdas and command universal obedience.
ABO00998 applies this institutional vision to immediate conditions in America, urging the Spiritual
Assemblies of New York and Chicago, and eventually Washington, to coordinate publications and
act in complete unity. AB01171 adds a related concern with translation and publication, calling
for a future committee of two learned Persians and two learned Americans, assisted by scholars, to
translate difficult Tablets with precision; until then, publication should proceed only with the unan-
imous consent of the relevant Western boards. Together these items show a community learning to
coordinate speech, publication, consultation, and embryonic administrative responsibility.

A second cluster concerns the proper object of devotion and the authorized language of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s station. ABU1729, also addressed to Woodcock, explains that worship must be directed
through the Manifestation, since a God conceived apart from the Manifestation becomes a mental
image rather than the Infinite Reality; ABU3640 gives the same lesson in memorable form through
Sutherland Maxwell’s claim to worship God “direct,” to which ‘Abdu’l-Baha replies, “Everywhere
is nowhere.” ABU3177 then draws the Covenant boundary with characteristic precision: ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is “the servant of Baha’u’llah and nothing more,” and believers should not pass beyond the
name he has chosen for himself. ABU2771, on the ark, complements this by presenting ‘Abdu’l-
Baha as the ark of the new Covenant, a shelter from the flood of doubts and uncertainties engulfing
the world.

The volume is also rich in social and ethical instruction. ABU2690 is an important racial-unity text,
addressed in the American context, urging work among “the colored people” and declaring that
in the Kingdom there are no blacks and whites, since God looks upon hearts and qualities rather
than bodies or colors. ABO01187 gathers many recurring Baha’i social principles into a forceful
ethical program: well-wishing toward ill-wishers, kindness to enemies, abolition of fanaticism, love
for all nations, obedience to authorities, noninterference in politics, and service to the state without
partisan entanglement. AB01614 applies the same spirit to a seemingly small question of spelling—
“Baha” rather than “Beha”—warning that even a minor correction can become a cause of grief if
handled without tact, and then linking harmony among the Chicago men’s and women’s spiritual
meetings with the wider unity of the American believers.

Several items are valuable for historical memory and apologetic argument. AB00079 is a lengthy
polemical and historical tablet contrasting Baha’u’llah’s public, world-embracing proclamation from
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prison with Azal’s fear, concealment, and later impotence in Cyprus; it also treats the Bab’s writ-
ings as explicitly oriented toward “Him Whom God shall make manifest.” AB00297, written when
a pilgrim reaches the Holy Land, apologizes for the impossibility of answering every believer indi-
vidually and turns that limitation into a collective exhortation: the friends must become educators
of humanity, signs of guidance, and living witnesses of divine unity. AB00812 concerns the house
associated with the Holy Martyred Branch near the birthplace of the Bab and urges that it be qui-
etly recovered and used as a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar or spiritual gathering place, with careful attention
to wisdom in Shiraz.

The remaining pieces give the volume its pastoral and missionary texture. AB00205 is a sweeping
summons to action: while the nations arm themselves and seek one another’s destruction, the friends
are to raise the standard of the oneness of humanity, train souls, erase traces of discord, and act while
“the arrow is in the bow.” AB00095 similarly defines this age as the cycle of love, loyalty, fellowship,
and fidelity, urging the friends to treat enemies as companions and oppressors with justice. AB00669,
addressed to a descendant of Vahid, converts inherited honor into present responsibility, calling
the recipient to revive Vahid’s eloquence, courage, and spiritual fragrance. AB01747 presents
the traveling teacher as detached from comfort, wealth, and status, while AB04899 relativizes
political affairs before the “commonwealth of the Kingdom of God.” The volume as a whole portrays
a community being trained to speak with doctrinal clarity, organize without premature rigidity,
publish with care, resist political absorption, and make unity visible in conduct, race relations,
translation, teaching, and the earliest forms of collective governance.
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ABU1572 Notes taken at Azoa, hy Mr, Weodzock, 190¢,
lllDl.‘.'ﬂl..ﬂ'lﬂI...dﬁ.ll“"l'lC.'O‘ili!..b ........... REwmn i w N LR
Words to Percy Woodcock in 1909 in Akka Regarding the House of Juctlse the Yaster mid: Tt i o
Question/topic: Regarding the House of groat mistake to supposs that thers will be s Houss of Tuscise
J’ust’ice 2siablished in each aity, The fazi is thers will be but one

House of Justize for the whole world, ©o be somposed of individuals

fron eagh country. In eush oty there will be a Spiriiual Mosting,

sr Board of Councll, semposed of nine or more, whose funstion «ili

Regarding the House of Justice the Master said: “It is a great
mistake to suppose that there will be a House of Justice estab-
lished in each city. The fact is there will be but one House of
Justice for the whole world, to be composed of individuals from
each country. In each city there will be a Spiritual Meeting, or
Board of Council, composed of nine or more, whose function
will be to attend to the business of the Assembly. This Spiri-
tual Meeting will have no power to control or make laws. The
members of the council are merely the servants of the Assembly
or community.”

Continuing in this connection the Master said: “A house is
never furnished before the structure is erected. So with the
Cause of Baha’u’llah. It must be first built up; afterwards it
will be furnished with justice and then it will be called the
House of Justice. When this time comes and the universal
House of Justice is once established, its commands will be
obeyed by all.”

“Many minor laws not mentioned in the Kitab-el-Akdas will be
made by them, but no laws contained in the Kitab-el-Akdas
can be abrogated by them. We have to regard the Cause of
Baha’u’llah as a house in the process of building and that we
are the builders; in other words, we are simply the servants
building the house. The house is not ours. We simply con-
tribute the labor.”

When asked who would elect the individual members of the
House of Justice, the Master said: “They would be elected
similar to the plan adopted in electing members of Congress in
the United States, each country electing a representative, the
same as each state does in the union.”

PN 1909F p028
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Words to Percy Woodcock in 1909 in Akka

In answer to the question, “Why should one pray through
Christ as the Christians do, or through another manifestation
of God and why should we not pray to God direct?” Abdul-
Baha said:

“If we wish to pray we must have some object upon which to
concentrate. If we turn to God we must direct our hearts to a
certain center. If man worships God otherwise than through
his Manifestation he must first form a conception of God and
that conception is created by his own mind. As the finite can-
not comprehend the Infinite so God is not to be comprehended
in this fashion. That which man conceives with his own mind
he comprehends. That which he can comprehend is not God.
That conception of God which a man has is but a phantasm,
an image, an imagination, an illusion. There is no connection
between such a conception and the Supreme Being.

“If a man wishes to know God he must find him in the perfect
mirror, Christ or Baha’u’llah. In either of these mirrors he will
see reflected the Sun of Divinity.

“As we know the physical sun by its splendor, by its light and
heat so we know God, by the spiritual sun, when he shines
forth from the temple of Manifestation by his attributes of
perfection, by the beauty of his qualities and by the splendor
of his light. The Manifestations of God are the focal centers of
the world...

“The epitome of all worship is the worship of the attributes of
Christ, not his personality.”

SW_ v08#04 p.047-048, PN__1909B p048
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Words spoken in 1909 in Haifa/Akka

Give Mrs. Botay my greetings and love and tell her she must
greatly endeavor through the assistance of heaven to cast light
among the colored people so that they may become as our
brothers; no blacks, no whites; both as one. By this means
you shall free Americans from all prejudice.

Because in the Kingdom of God all are the same, whether black
or white. The greater the faith of either, the more acceptable
is he in the Kingdom. A faithful colored believer is a child of
the Kingdom; while a white unbeliever is deprived.

God looks upon hearts; not upon colors. He looks upon quali-
ties; not upon bodies.

SW_ v12#05 p.108

ABU2771

Words to Percy Woodcock in 1909 in Akka
Question/topic: Regarding the Ark

In speaking of the ark the Master said: “It has two distinct
meanings, the esoteric and exoteric. Esoterically the ark is
that shelter given by God, which will carry His creatures over
the waters of error to safety. For example: Abdul-Baha is the
ark of the new covenant provided by Baha’u’llah in this day.
Those who enter into this protection will avoid the flood of
doubts and uncertainty which is gradually engulfing the world.
My desire is that the hearts of the friends be firm in the love
of Baha'u’llah. It is my wish that their hearts be filled with
divine love, because everything is perishable save the love of
God which is eternal and remains forever.”

PN__1909F p029
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Words to Mr and Mrs Hannen in 1909 in Haifa/Akka

I am the servant of Baha'u’llah and nothing more; Abdu’l-
Baha is the sum of all perfections. They must not attempt
to surpass that name, “’Abduil-Baha”. All must say to others
that he claims for himself to be ‘Abduil-Baha and the believers
must call him by his name as he wishes. This is the only name
he has appointed for himself.

SW_ v08+4#15 p.211

ABU3640

Words to Sutherland Mazwell in 1909
Question/topic: "The Christians worship God through Christ; my wife worships God through You;
but I worship Him direct.”

In 1909, May and Sutherland Maxwell made a pilgrimage
together to the Prison City of ‘Akka, to visit ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Sutherland was not yet a convinced Baha’i. One day at
table, he said to ‘Abdu’l-Baha: “The Christians worship God
through Christ; my wife worships God through You; but I
worship Him direct.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha smiled and said: “Where is He?” “Why, God
is everywhere,” replied Sutherland. “Everywhere is nowhere,”
said ‘Abdu’l-Baha. He then went on to demonstrate that such
worship was the worship of a figment of the imagination and
had no reality; we must worship God through something tan-
gible and real to us, hence the role of the Manifestations.

BW_ v12p658
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To: Sulayman son of Shamun father of Andre et al., in Arak
Date: 1909 ca.

Praise be to Him Who created the earth and the heavens
and made them a proclamation of His clear signs, Who
brought forth the brilliant suns, the radiant moons, and
the shining stars, Who split the seed and created the soul
in numbered days, Who distinguished man with the image
of the All-Merciful and made him a complete exemplar of
perfection and beauty in the contingent world. And thanks
be to the Glorious Lord for His abundant favor and His
precedent mercy upon His servants, from whom arose cries
of “God is Most Great” and “There is no God but God,”
for He guided them to the path and gave them to drink of
the pure water of Paradise, quenched their thirst, and healed
their sick. And greetings and praise be upon a dawn that
shines and illumines the horizons, which was the beginning of
enlightenment, and gave glad tidings of the rising of the Sun
of Truth from the dawning-places of unity, and warned the
deaf, blind, and dumb of severe punishment on the Day when
bones are brought to life though they be decayed.

O ye sincere ones! O ye who are attracted! When the pitch
darkness and the gloomy night intensified wherein no paths
could be seen, and the lights disappeared and the moons set
and the brilliant lamp was extinguished, and the way and path
were lost, the Ancient Lord appeared with a luminous dawn
and a clear light unto all the worlds. He announced and gave
glad tidings, saying: “The Hour has drawn nigh and the moon
is cleft asunder, and the stars are darkened and scattered, and
the greatest spectacle shall appear on a continuing day of gath-
ering, and the Sun of Truth shall be manifested with the most
brilliant beauty, and on that Day mankind shall be divided
groups scattered about - a company from among the people
of hearing and sight, and a band from among those who went
astray and were proud. Thus one group shall be in a lofty
paradise, a pleasing life, and complete bounty, while another
group shall be in great deprivation, evident loss, and painful
torment. As for those who are foremost, they shall be in the
Paradise of Delight, given to drink from a flowing spring, and
they shall drink from the fountain of Tasnim, and theirs shall
be the choice sealed wine, and the sweet fragrance, and the
promised gift, and the attained goal.”
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My God, my God! Thou seest Thy sincere servants attracted
to the Manifest Light, seeking tidings of the Great Announce-
ment, speaking Thy praise among the worlds, remembering
Thee in the dark night, and glorifying Thee with wise remem-
brance. They hasten to the place of sacrifice out of love for
Thy Ancient Beauty and spend their souls, inflamed by the
fire of Thy love burning in the sound heart, which gives life
to decayed bones. O Lord! Make them signs of guidance and
cause them to hear the glorification and magnification from the
Supreme Concourse. Strengthen them with hosts they cannot
see and expand their breasts through the flow of the spirit
in their limbs and members. O Lord! These are the sweet
herbs of Thy most exalted Paradise, the flowers of Thy high-
est Garden, and the leaves of Thy luminous Garden. Send
down upon them abundant rain until they become fresh, ver-
dant, and flourishing through the outpouring of the cloud of
Thy all-encompassing mercy that showers abundantly upon all
things.

O beloved friends! His honor Mirza Ibrahim arrived at the
Holy Shrine and joined with the yearning ones of the Sacred
Land. He laid his head at the Sacred Threshold and beseeched
boundless aid and grace for the friends. In every gathering he
remembered you, and in every dwelling he offered praise. He
extolled to the utmost your attraction and enkindlement, and
brought glad tidings of spiritual joy and delight to the hearts
and souls of the friends. He requested a sweet letter for each
one, but this wanderer in the wilderness of the love of God
has neither time nor respite, for occupations and preoccupa-
tions are like a boundless ocean. If I were to count and review
the letters received each day, time would not suffice—let alone
writing replies. Many are the precious souls and distinguished
persons who have sent numerous letters, yet there has been no
opportunity to answer any of them. Therefore, lamentations
reach to the highest heaven, but what can be done? I am
compelled in this deficiency and thus am excused.

Therefore, I have undertaken to write this letter and have be-
seeched for each one, from the Kingdom of Unity, aid, protec-
tion and shelter, that through the rays of the Sun of Truth
the friends may become luminous candles in the gathering of
the All-Merciful, and that the saplings in the garden of God
may, in the avenue of the heart, engage in designing flowers of
inner meanings, and in the rose garden of the heart and soul
busy themselves with adorning the flowers of divine mysteries.
May they thus perfume the nostrils of all humanity with the
sweet fragrances of the divine gardens, and in their conduct
and behavior teach heavenly characteristics to both rulers and
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subjects. May they search after truth and seek the attractive
countenance of the Beauty of Unity. May they turn their faces
toward God and walk in His path, that each may become an
educator of the human world and conduct themselves in such
a way as to cause the life of the world of humanity and breathe
spirit into dead bones. Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO00812

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1909 ca.

O exalted branch of the divine Lote-Tree! For some time this
pen has not written to your honor, due to lack of opportunity
and leisure. Otherwise, my constant desire is to write daily
scrolls to the branches of the blessed Lote-Tree, to remain occu-
pied and familiar with their remembrance. Though outwardly
I may not engage with pen and ink, in heart and soul I am
your confidant and intimate companion, never forgetting for a
moment and never resting. I beseech God that He may make
all branches of the blessed Lote-Tree partners and shares with
‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the glorious and exalted Thresh-
old, that we may all serve and worship with heart and soul,
pursue the path of servitude, seek God’s good pleasure, and
speak forth the mystery of truth. Verily my Lord guides whom
He wishes to what He wishes, and He is the Mighty, the Pow-
erful.

Regarding the house that was the nest and shelter of His Ho-
liness the Holy Martyred Branch, the illustrious uncle Siyyid
‘Ali (may my spirit be sacrificed for him), about which you
wrote - that house was the nest of the holy dove and adjacent
to the birthplace of the Luminary of the Supreme Concourse,
the Primal Point (may my spirit, my being, and my essence be
sacrificed for Him). Therefore that house is considered among
the sacred spots and reverence for it is an obligatory matter.

Convey loving greetings on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the spiri-
tual branch, His Honor Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad Khan, and say:
O wondrous branch! Strive with complete determination, de-
sire and importance to deliver that frequented house from the
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hands of strangers and make it the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of the
righteous. If doing so openly would cause the strangers’ an-
tipathy and the evil ones’ clamor, then keep this secret hidden,
deliver that respected house from others’ hands, and quietly ar-
range gatherings there, engaging in remembrances at dawn and
prayers and supplications in the morning. Through the bless-
ings of this pious act, abounding grace shall be attained, hearts
shall become occupied with mention of the Forgiving Lord, joy
shall appear and divine intoxication shall be attained, such
that the fire of the love of God shall blaze intensely and create
another passion in minds, even as in other lands the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar caused the fire of God’s love to blaze, created great
enthusiasm and delight in hearts, and bestowed divine glad-
tidings upon souls. However in Shiraz it must proceed with
utmost wisdom and caution, so that strangers may never be-
come aware - even among the friends present it as a spiritual
gathering. If not done thus, the base among the people shall
arise to commit vile deeds and it shall cause dismay to hearts.

Convey loving greetings on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to His
Honor Mirza Abu’l-Hasan, branch of the blessed Lote-Tree,
and say that we are always occupied with your remembrance
and familiar with your mention. We hope through the Lord’s
grace that you may ever be intimate with the divine breath
and familiar with holy fragrances, that you may be the cause
of the glory of God’s Cause and the means of the spirit and
delight of the friends. Upon him be greetings and praise.
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Date: 1909 ca.

The Greatest Name (may my life redeem His beloved!) was
manifested in the centre of the world. It sent forth the Light
of Unity and the Bounty of Harmony and Love. The funda-
mental purpose of this Manifestation was to bind together the
people of the world and to establish unity and love among them.
Certain souls attained ecstasy from the Chalice of Truth, and
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thus thousands became as one soul. They became waves of one
sea, stars of one heaven, lights in the world of humanity, and
upraised banners of oneness in the world. They sacrificed even
life for one another and were chained in the links of love for
each other.

These souls will give such light that it will dispel the darkness
of the horizons. They will be so confirmed that the dawn of
hope will arise from the horizon of despair. I hope that ye
will also aim to attain this goal. Thus ye may become signs of
unity, dawning lights of oneness and a cause of promoting the
standard of humanity.

This is the essence of essences. If this hope be realized, the
world will be a different world and man a different man. But
when some people, who have not understood the truth of this
Cause and its purpose may mention it and attach but little
importance thereto, ye should not be depressed. Ye must tell
them concerning the Cause of Jesus Christ and His beginnings.
The Jews, who were the lowest and most persecuted of the peo-
ple of GOD in those days, even thy scorned Him, supposing
the Cause of Christ to be of superstition and without founda-
tion. Observe what befell His Holiness! Had they considered
His Cause to be of importance, they would have at least re-
frained from such disrespect. Then consider how those people
who laughed and scorned were changed, became attracted to
the light and attained firm standing on solid foundation. One
of these scorners was Paul the Apostle, who at first brought
about so much trouble, but when he was awakened and became
attentive, he offered such noteworthy services to the Cause of

PN__1909 p073

AB04899

To: Haji Muhammad Rida et al.
Date: 1909 ca.

O my spiritual friends! Praise God that this cup brimful of
mystic wine is being borne round and the friends are receiv-
ing their share of divine exhilaration. Although political and
state affairs are of great importance, nevertheless in compar-
ison to this mighty Cause they are no more than a mirage,
they assuage no thirst and are the weakest of edifices in the
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face of this fortress of the Kingdom. Thus should one engage
one’s thoughts both night and day on this most important of
all undertakings.
be indolent and weak. If a person could actually see the “Fre-
quented Fane” before his very eyes he would undoubtedly turn
his sight away from this other building, this ruin of rubble that
is tottering to its destruction. “Verily it is my Lord that is the
straight Path”.!

Thus should we not rest for a moment nor

‘Abdu’l-Baha has the greatest love for you and therefore does
He seek to establish the commonwealth of the Kingdom of God,
the government of spiritual affairs and susceptibilities. These
are what shall give life and become the cause of progress in the
world of humanity. My hope is that ye may all be engaged in
raising this mighty altar so that the peoples of the world may
burn with the fire of the love of God.
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ABO07647

To: Aliyyih wife of Baha’id-Din, in Shiraz
Date: 1909 ca.

O pure leaf and handmaiden of God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting! Your honored father left you as his memorial
in this world. You are ever in my thoughts and present in
this gathering. Rest assured of the grace and bounty of the
Blessed Beauty and trust in the respect and consideration of
‘Abdu’l-Baha.

I beseech from the threshold of Oneness forgiveness for those
who have ascended to God, and I implore from the Blessed
Beauty’s threshold that you may be confirmed in achieving
your utmost desire, that a goodly end may be assured and
ordained, that your children may become manifestations of
the good-pleasure of the Lord, and that Baha’u’d-Din may be
accepted at the Supreme Threshold.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

1Qur’an 11:56.
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AB07266

To: Brother of Yunis Khan
Date: 1909 ca.

O servant of Baha, be not sorrowful, be not grieved, be not
despondent. You are under the shadow of My favor and the
manifestation of grace and bounty. I beseech God that the
means of comfort be provided for you, not trials.

Although in the blessed Tablets this verse of Sana’i is written:
“If He bestows the pearl of bounty, behold the hearts are its
shells, and if the arrow of calamity comes, behold the souls are
its targets,” yet for you I wish the pearl of bounty, not the
arrow of calamity.

However, you must show forth steadfastness in your work and
occupation, for without steadfastness success is impossible and
unattainable. God has so ordained and commanded it. And
upon you be greetings and praise.

e 55 paeie Gle 0352 L ey o)
AN P N L I
MTVA\; &LﬂTgp\{rA\}; las 5
-0

5o b o ke s 251
Mg s ¥ s pdde Sl s e s
325 Gl or s el piae Kb ol
3@,;4;(,»\);\1”

Qe il s Jad 5 56 > b Ll 5
s dle y wat CBbge bzl O L
S 0390 5 ol o o;\;wj\} L:;\.?-
T, el

MSHRA4.337

AB09610

To: Spiritual Assembly of Sadi et al.
Date: 1909 ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Arrange ye a gathering of fel-
lowship, and in that divine assembly raise the melody of praise
and glorification. Light ye the candle of the love of God and
drink of the wine of the knowledge of God, and sweeten your
palate with the honey of affection and unity, that the beauty of
the bounty of God may appear in that gathering with utmost
charm, grace and sweetness.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09912

To: Shahab Fatheazam Ardistani, in Tihran
Date: 1909 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Glad tidings to thee of the
future of that family and the destiny of that household, which
shall be like unto a most delightful, enchanting and sweet par-
adise. Ere long thou shalt witness what a victory Jinab-i-Fath-
i-A’zam achieved, what realm he conquered, and what spiri-
tual sovereignty he established. Convey the yearning greetings
of Abdu’l-Baha to Jinab-i-Aqa Ali Akbar Ababaf and Jinab-i-
Aqga Asadu’llah, son of Aqga Muhammad-Rida. They are ever
before my sight and vision, and as members of the gathering,
I hold the utmost love for these two noble souls. Convey spiri-
tual greetings to Jinab-i-Aga Asadu’llah and tell him that lack
of time prevents me from writing a special letter. Surely he
will excuse me. Give glad tidings of the favors of the Lord of
all worlds to Jinab-i-Mirza Nuru’d-Din, and show kindness to
Jinab-i-Aga Ghulam-Husayn, son of Ahmad of Zavarih, glad-
den his heart and give him heavenly tidings. Tell him there is
a well-known saying: “If there is someone at home, one word
suffices.”...
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ABO00079

To: Mulla Habibullah (Kushih) et al., in Kishih
Date: 1909 or <

My God, my God! These are servants from whose eyes Thou
hast removed the veil, upon whom Thou hast bestowed abun-
dant gifts, and whose vision Thou hast illumined through be-
holding Thy most great signs, until they forsook error and
blindness and were guided to the light of guidance. Thou didst
deliver them from the depths of waywardness and error, and
rescue them from the encompassing darkness that had over-
taken humanity. O Lord! Each one of them is nurtured at the
breast of Thy loving-kindness, immersed in the ocean of Thy
guidance, turned toward Thee, and attracted to the Kingdom
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of Thy oneness. Praise be unto Thee for having rent asunder
the veils, revealed the mysteries, shed forth the lights, and man-
ifested the signs until the light of certitude shone forth and the
morn of assurance dawned, and hearts and consciousness were
illumined. They have arisen to serve Thy Cause, to exalt Thy
Word, to spread Thy remembrance, to scatter the pearls of
Thy knowledge, and to kindle the fire of Thy love. Thanks be
unto Thee for this. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the Guide,
the Guardian, the Generous, the Gracious, the Loving. There
is no God but Thee, the King, the Truth, the Omnipotent, the
Mighty, the All-Merciful.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! At every moment offer a hundred
thousand thanksgivings to the Kingdom of God, for the escort
of His grace hath arrived, the morn of guidance hath dawned,
the breeze of bounty hath wafted, and the anthem of the Con-
course on High hath reached the ears of the spiritually-minded,
and the call of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” hath been heard.

Glory be to God! Despite the fact that the Bab—may my spirit
be a sacrifice unto Him—in all His Books and Tablets made no
mention save the praise of “Him Whom God shall make man-
ifest” and made all laws, ordinances, truths and meanings of
the Bayan conditional upon and subject to the sanction of the
Most Great Name, and in explicit terms declared “should He
appear this day, I would be the first to believe in Him,” and fur-
thermore, addressing a certain noble person, stated: “Beware,
beware lest thou be veiled by the Vahid of the Bayan, for they
are but creatures in His presence”—meaning that at the mani-
festation of Him Who conversed on Sinai, thou shouldst not be
veiled by the Vahid of the Bayan, which consisteth of the eigh-
teen Letters of the Living and His blessed Self, completing the
number of Vahid—despite all this, the heedless became veiled
by wondering why a certain person did not believe, when the
Bab—may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him—had spoken thus.
Would that they had seen that person and measured his con-
duct and behavior against the divine standard, that it might
become clear and evident that due to his deviation even his rea-
son and consciousness were impaired, let alone his capacity to
comprehend the mysteries and knowledge of the All-Forgiving
Lord.

The followers of the Qur’an objected to the Bab—may my spirit
be a sacrifice unto Him—saying: “Where is the Great Resurrec-
tion? Where is the Most Great Catastrophe? Where is the
Balance? Where is the extension of the Bridge? Where is the
questioning and answering? Where is the reckoning and the
Book? Where is the gathering and the resurrection? Where
is the rising of those in the graves? Where is the rising of the
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sun from the west? Where is the scattering of the stars from
their stations? Where is the earthquake in the east and west
of the earth? Where is the blast of the trumpet? Where is
the kindling of the fire? Where is the adorning of Paradise
with fruit-bearing trees? Where is the Kawthar and Salsabil?
Where is the flowing water?” In brief, they objected that these
momentous events were explicitly mentioned in the Book of
God as conditions of the Great Resurrection. But the Bab
declared that all these events occurred and passed in the twin-
kling of an eye, in a single moment, over fifty thousand years.
Despite this, the people of the Bayan say: “Where are the kings
of the Bayan? Where are the temples of the people of exposi-
tion? Where is the execution of the laws? Where is the school
of Him Whom God shall make manifest?” Perish every igno-
rant one and be destroyed every pretender to knowledge! One
should consider the veils of the people of the Qur’an, whose
objections and doubts were a hundred thousand times greater
than these.

Furthermore, the Blessed Beauty withdrew for two years dur-
ing His sojourn in Iraq. That certain person was so hidden
behind the veil of fear that his name and trace were entirely
lost. Matters reached such a pass that no mention of the Cause
of God remained. There were but a few numbered souls, silent
and subdued, concealed in the corner of obscurity, until the
Ancient Beauty—may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones—
returned. Upon His arrival in Iraq, such rays of light illumined
the horizons that minds were bewildered and amazed. The
fame of the Cause of God was raised aloft and the tidings of
the dawning of the Sun of Truth reached both East and West.
Alone and single-handed, His sacred being arose to face all who
were on earth.

i They arose to exalt the Word of God throughout all regions

openly and clearly, without any concealment or veil. Before
Him necks bowed down, souls were humbled, and voices were
hushed. Meanwhile, that person of ill repute hid in obscurity
and, out of fear and dread, adopted the name Haji Ali in Basra
and Suq al-Shuyukh, selling shoes and plaster. Even the Baya-
nis bear witness to this fact and none can deny it.

When through the power of the Most Great Name, the Cause
of God achieved greatness and fear and dread were dispelled,
that same person emerged from hiding. Now in Cyprus, be-
ing under British protection, he has taken to writing letters
since there is absolutely no fear there - religious freedom and
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liberty for all peoples exists. O God! This respected person
has been in Cyprus for nearly forty years - what power has he
shown? Despite the complete freedom of religions and nations,
where one can openly and clearly present proofs and arguments
in public squares, temples and places of worship, has this re-
spected person been able to guide even a single soul? Or speak
in any gathering or assembly? Or convince anyone of even
his slight knowledge? Or make any move that would be men-
tioned in any place or newspaper? Can any greater impotence
be imagined than this? No, by God!

But the Blessed Beauty, while in the Most Great Prison, arose
with perfect power to confront all on earth, wrote and sent
Tablets to kings and rulers, even sending a special Tablet to
the late Nasiri’d-Din Shah, and these Tablets were published
throughout Europe. In brief, He raised His Blessed Cause while
in the Most Great Prison, truly under chains and fetters - what
power could be greater than this?

By God, besides Whom there is no other God, if there be even a
touch of fairness, this proof alone suffices and no other evidence
is needed. From the beginning of creation until now, no Holy
Manifestation among the Divine Manifestations ever elevated
His Cause while in the Most Great Prison under chains and
fetters during His own day. This occurred in our own time - it
is not a tale or narrative that could give rise to the slightest
doubt. The Divine Call was raised from the Most Great Prison,
the acclaim of God’s Cause became world-embracing from the
Most Great Prison, and the Divine Call from beneath chains
and fetters set the horizons in motion. Be fair, O people of
fairness!

Moreover, you surely know the current state of that person
of ill repute - even outwardly he is in evident loss. All his
children are each in a strange state - one has become Chris-
tian, another a devotee in church, one dedicated to the tavern,
another serving in an idol temple. Surely these details have
reached everyone’s ears. If the heedless deny it, let them send
a trusted person to witness it.

The point is that when the leader is such, alas for the followers,
daughters and sons! But such foam cannot resist the Most
Great Sea - one wave will cast aside the twigs and straws,
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and the sea will shine forth in perfect purity. All will become
scattered and regretful, remorseful and traceless. Soon you
shall see the heedless in manifest loss. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO00095

To: Mir Abdur-Rahim father of Nasrullah Vujdani et al., in Kishih

Date: 1909 or <

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! His honor Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn
hath written a letter mentioning those spiritual friends who,
praise be to God, are attracted to the divine fragrances and
are heralds of truth in those regions. They are blazing lamps
and are set aflame with the fire of God. They are verses of
unity in the book of creation and are words of sanctification
and letters of praise and glorification in the preserved tablet
of contingent being and the unfurled scroll of existence. They
speak the truth and are steadfast in their Covenant, arise in
service, are engaged in guiding others, are familiar with holy
fragrances and intimate with the remembrance of God. They
are kind to friend and stranger alike and are loving toward
both acquaintance and foreigner with heart and soul. Such are
the characteristics of the Baha'’is, such are the attributes of the
spiritual ones, such is the inexhaustible treasure, and such is
the divine spirit in the body of contingent being.

Praise be to God, this cycle is the cycle of love and loyalty,
this age is of fellowship and fidelity. It is the century of lights
and the day of the revelation of mysteries. It is the time of
the manifestation of Mount Sinai and the era of the cup whose
mixture is of camphor. It is the dawning of the Sun of Truth
and the age of the light of oneness. Enemies are friends, and
strangers are acquaintances. The remote ones are near ones,
and foes are counted among the beloved.

The purpose is this: the friends of God must regard ill-wishers
as well-wishers and count those who are in discord as being
in harmony. They must see the distant as near and reckon
the remote as close at hand. That is, they must treat enemies
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in a manner worthy of friends and deal with oppressors in a
way befitting faithful companions. They must not look upon
the sins, shortcomings, enmity, injustice and oppression of their
foes, but rather consider that the Blessed Beauty hath referred
to humanity as His most glorious servants, hath declared that
mankind is preceded by mercy, and hath commanded all to
show love, fellowship, unity, wisdom, faithfulness and kindness
to the entire human race without any restrictions.

Therefore, one must purify one’s vision and not regard the
limitations and conditions of creation. Whether obedient or
disobedient, one must consider all people as God’s servants,
and whether human or inhuman, must regard all as God’s cre-
ation and must treat all accordingly. O friends of God! Serve
humanity with utmost joy and radiance, and show forth love
to all mankind. Look not upon any limitations and be not re-
stricted by any bonds, for limitations and restrictions become
dark veils preventing the manifestation of human perfections,
while freedom causes the appearance of divine bounties. Find
not a moment’s rest, seek not a minute’s repose, take not a
breath’s respite. Be turbulent like the sea and roar like the
leviathan of the ocean of eternity. Silence, quietude, tranquil-
ity and muteness are characteristics of the dead, not the living,
and are qualities of the mineral, not the birds of the gardens
of the Supreme Concourse.

Soon will this carpet of life be rolled up, and these pleasures
and bounties will come to an end. Souls will fall into despair
and every purpose and desire will prove vain. Therefore, while
there is yet life in the body, one must make an effort and estab-
lish a foundation that centuries and ages will not weaken, and
that eras and cycles will not destroy - one that will be eternal
and everlasting, so that sovereignty over spirit and conscious-
ness may be firmly established in both worlds. This is the
counsel of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and this is the advice of this broken-
winged bird.
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To: Baha’is of Iran, in Tihran
Date: 1909 or <

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Thou seest me rolling my face
in the dust of humility and contrition, supplicating toward the
Kingdom of Thy Might, yearning for the contemplation of Thy
Greatness, entreating Thy Grandeur, invoking at the Thresh-
old of Thy Mercifulness, beseeching the realm of Thy Single-
ness, acknowledging my shortcomings, longing for Thy bounty,
desiring Thy concealing veil and expecting the outpouring of
the rain of Thy favor upon all the meadows and mountains!

O my Lord! Verily, Thy power hath enveloped all things, Thy
dominion, Thy glory and Thy sovereignty have become mani-
fest as the manifestation of the sun in mid-day; Thy Word hath
penetrated the reality of the contingent beings; Thy voice hath
been raised on the apex of the world; Thy beaming lights have
radiated from the dawning-places of all the horizons and Thy
wonderful refulgent signs have become known in all directions;
consequently the sights and insights have become dazzled by
beholding these manifestations of truth! There is no land in
which the fame of Thy Merciful Cause hath not been spread,
and there is no region in which Thy manifest ensign hath not
been hoisted! Verily, Thy voice hath reached the ears of all
inhabitants of the globe, and the attracted ones have become
exhilarated by its holy and divine fragrances!

Praise be to Thee, O my God! for the bestowal of this most
great bounty upon Thy chosen ones; and thanks be to Thee,
O my Lord! for this most eminent favor upon Thy righteous
servants in suffering them to become the signs of Thy Oneness
in this glorious age and the standards of Thy sanctity in this
new cycle!

O my Lord! O my Lord! Assist the weak ones with the
Supreme Energy; shelter the indigent ones near the asylum
of Thy Greatest Majesty; strengthen the loins of those souls
whose faces radiate with Thy lights and whose tongues become
eloquent in the glorification and commemoration of Thy Name;
make them the plants of Thy luminous orchard, the blossoms
of Thy blessed tree, the leaves of Thy Sadrat-el-Montaha and
the flowers of Thy exalted rose-garden! Verily, Thou art the
Clement, the Lofty, the Magnificent, the Omnipresent and the
Omniscient and Thou art the Protector, the Guardian, the
Helper, the Powerful, the Merciful and the Generous!
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O ye beloved ones of Abdul-Baha! This servant longeth to
write a special Tablet to each one of the friends of God - but
what can be done! For there is neither opportunity nor time.
The affairs are like unto the waves, and the requirements are
like unto the vernal showers. I do not rest a moment, neither
do I have leisure for an instant. Letters are received every
day from all the regions and it is impossible and impracticable
to answer one among ten; yet there is no other mode than to
answer the letters which are the most important, for the urgent
affairs must be attended to. Therefore, I request the pardon
and ask the forgiveness of the friends, that they may overlook
these shortcomings and be content and happy with that which
is possible.

O ye friends of Abdul-Baha! The East is illumined, the West
is perfumed and the world is in motion and acceleration. Such
a tumult is visible in the regions; and such a spiritual com-
motion is perceived in the pillars of the earth! The fame of
the grandeur of the Word of God hath reached the ears of the
inhabitants of the world, and the voice of the Cause of God
holdeth universal sway! It is the time for joy and happiness
and the moment of exhilaration and ecstasy. One must live in
accord with the exhortations and advices of the Blessed Per-
fection and behave with such deeds and actions as to become
conducive to the illumination of the world and the manifesta-
tion of mercifulness among the nations.

All the denizens of the earth, the communities and the peo-
ple have taken an axe in their hands to uproot the life-tree of
each other; they are blood-thirsty and the instigators of corrup-
tion; they are armed to the teeth with destructive implements;
each seeketh the death and annihilation of the other. But the
heavenly power, the divine energy and the celestial hand of
strength, hath raised the canopy of the oneness of the realm of
humanity on the pinnacle of the contingent being and hoisted
the standard of the most great peace, friendship, love, upright-
ness and the adoration of truth. The friends are the servants
of this canopy and the beloved are the hosts of this standard.

Therefore they must with one accord arise to that which is
the requirement and the merit of this day, become overflowing
with joy and beatitude, perfume the nostrils with fragrances,
sweeten the tastes with the honey and delicacy of love, become
the signs of guidance, be the glad-tidings of the Supreme Con-
course and the army of the Kingdom of ABHA; so that they
may destroy the edifice of war and bloodshed, efface the traces
of battle and strife from the face of the earth, uproot the tree
of foreignness and plant the tree of unity in the rose-garden

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

§ ol 53l 1 de ol sldlas OLL !
by s 2,8 posa tasl OLL 5 K
s ALk Ol 5 als OLL sl 5 e LS
3 St G5 25k Cao p 8 48 Ol 42
el 4kt g 5 rlyel el el sy
ALyl hay p el e B gl
dg) CX A.)‘J>' b ;iio.:j\ '\:\db—\@
§ Ol ola ) dep Sl o sk
shad e s s~ 1 a)Y llab o
Codlas o ra\); O ydae 1A a2
Sl S8 E Ly iy sy 5l 5 8l
Ll cels

e 0 g G5 Tle L 6!
BB s Ay O w55 Ol 5
150 e oy dle DELL A 5 003
Aol 5 ey Okl S B 3K
Cglosls 5 =5 28y 0anS Sl A
Flai s Loy & 4l GIE 5 s o
o3 Aol 5 Jlel 4 5 58 b3 STl Jle
Sl sseh s culle Cilys cam & 55
!

Cond s B an 2V e or e
K tatyy 5 5 s s Saty K p
1S sy W kGl
o) 5 sl K Sl il
BEISRCT PR RO I PR o
S aldl QLp Sy Phas AN
jvﬁp\ éﬁ)éi}ﬁu\.bd&&\ub

c)j.’ugij_’wbjg}_’w).}

LL‘ J).q- dL.w); B ,\A\W «.L‘ r;[» Q‘JL_

o

5 N ol sl s BV 2L 4l e

JUSNE CORP LR X C P TR
s Ol Ky K A Bl 5 K
ujﬁb@,wy&\wu\,u,,\m}’
3 e ol L e 5 615 gl
o ale iy oG e 51U, o
GBI 26 55 5 el sl any, 5l S
Gl Ol 5 Gian b sl SK e
G s S v a2y ol gy 5 S

19

ot



Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV

ABO00669

of the regions, extinguish the fire of hatred and animosity and
set in motion the sea of love and affinity, erase the traces of
discord from the Tablet of the earth and register thereon the
verses of concord, clear the field of existence from the thorns
and brambles of hostilities and ill-feeling and adorn it with the
hyacinths and anemones of harmony, train and educate the
souls and loosen the tongue in the delivery of the instructions
and teachings of the Blessed Perfection!

O ye beloved ones! It is the moment of the ecstasy of the
soul and consciousness and the season of running in the arena
of sacrifice! Show ye kindness to all; be ye engaged in the
refinement of the souls. Become ye as ignited lamps and adorn
ye the orchard of being! These days are swiftly passing and this
mortal life will remain fruitless and without result. Therefore,
while there is yet time and the arrow is in the bow, enter ye the
chase and strike ye the game. This game is the good-pleasure
of God, and this chase is the merciful Providence; that is, living
accord with the divine instructions.
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To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1909 or <

O descendant of His Holiness, the unique Vahid!

That precious soul and distinguished person was the embod-
iment of guidance and a manifest gift. He was the person-
ification of knowledge and learning, the Greatest Sign and
supreme bounty. He freed himself from vain imaginings and
false sciences, attached his heart to divine innate knowledge,
and joined with the divine chosen ones. He became a divine
herald in the world of God and the greatest of heavenly angels.
He became the true Israfil and blew the trumpet of eternal
life. Throughout all regions of Iran he raised the call of truth
and adorned pulpits with mention of the manifestation of His
Holiness the Exalted One, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him.
He presented proofs and evidence and established conclusive
arguments, until he spread divine fragrances in all directions.
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Finally in bloodthirsty Nayriz he hastened to the place of sacri-
fice and offered his soul and body to the Beloved. Today in the
realm of the Kingdom he sits upon the throne of might wearing
a crown of divine gifts and exercises spiritual sovereignty.

You who are the descendant of that noble one and among the
relatives of that virtuous master - I hope you will manifest in-
herited virtues and become familiar with attraction, rapture
and joy. For other relatives remained silent, but God willing
you will raise a tumult and show wisdom and culture. What a
thousand regrets that others did not follow the path of that lu-
minous being as they should have, and did not drink full cups
of the wine of the All-Merciful. They turned to the supreme
horizon and acknowledged and confessed the Primal Point, but
they were dejected and wilted. In truth they were not at fault,
but the severity of trials and multiplicity of afflictions and
heavy burden of tests prevented them from crying out from
pulpits and speaking the truth.

Now you must fill that censer with fire and spread the fra-
grance of aloes and ambergris. You must light the candle of
His Holiness the unique Vahid in every gathering and manifest
his eloquent and excellent utterance in every assembly. This
is my hope and I desire such a great distinction for you. May
the friends praise and commend you, express satisfaction with
you and thank you for your efforts. I too am fully pleased with
you, but I desire an even loftier station for you and seek greater
power and might for you. I wish that in that region you may
become a fountain of pure water and in that land a spring of
the water of life, bestowing eternal life, so that in those hori-
zons the light of radiance may shine and divine qualities may
appear and be manifest in the divine friends.

As much as you can, show kindness to all people and befriend
every stranger. Be gentle with every sinner like an intimate
friend and treat every heedless one kindly like one who is aware.
Do not hurt any heart, even if it belongs to an oppressor or
traitor. Do not sadden any soul, even if it repeatedly gives
poison. Seek freedom for every injured one and give joy and
gladness to every dejected one. Teach this way and conduct
to the divine friends, so that love and faithfulness and affec-
tion and sincerity and purity and devotion and wisdom and
restraint may unveil themselves in human realities and appear
and be manifest in the most beautiful form.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL
Date: 1909 or <

O ye who are attracted by the Fragrances of God!

Verily I read your letters which uttered your steadfastness in
the Cause of God, your firmness in His Religion and your joy
by the breezes wafted from the garden of the Kingdom of God.

The truth, I say unto you: “Verily, the Supreme Concourse
utter praise upon you, because ye forsook the desires of self,
were illumined by the light of guidance, clothed yourselves with
the garment of sanctity and called in the Name of EI-ABHA
among the people. Verily, ye shall reap what ye sow and obtain
the fruits of what ye plant. This is a pre-ordained fact.”

O ye beloved of God! When the winds blow severely, rains
fall fiercely, the lightening flashes, the thunder roars, the bolt
descends and storms of trial become severe, grieve not; for after
this storm, verily, the divine spring will arrive, the hills and
fields will become verdant, the expanses of grain will joyfully
wave, the earth will become covered with blossoms, the trees
will be clothed with green garments and adorned with blossoms
and fruits. Thus blessings become manifest in all countries.
These favors are results of those storms and hurricanes.

5 The discerning man rejoiceth at the day of trials, his breast

becometh dilated at the time of severe storms, his eyes become
brightened when seeing the showers of rain and gusts of wind,
whereby trees are uprooted; because he foreseeth the result
and the end (of these trials); the leaves, blossoms and fruits
(which follow this wintry storm); while the ignorant (short-
sighted) person becometh troubled when he seethe a storm, is
saddened when it raineth severely, is terrified by the thunder
and trembleth at the surging of the waves which storm the
shore.

As ye have heard of the former times, when (for example)
Christ—glory be to Him!-appeared, a storm of trials arose, af-
flictions appeared, the winds of tests blew, the thunder of temp-
tation descended and hosts of people (Pharisees) surrounded
the houses of the friends; then the weak ones were shaken and
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were misled after once being guided; but the disciples with-
stood the hardships and endured the storms of ordeals, re-
maining firm in the Religion of God. Then observe that which
occurred after the storm and what appeared subsequent to that
severity, whereby the members (followers) trembled.

God changed the sorrow to joy, the destructive darkness of
calamity into the shining light from the Supreme Concourse.
The people at the beginning persecuted and reviled the believ-
ers in God and said of them: “These are the people of aber-
ration.” Then, when their light appeared, their stars shone
and their lamps illuminated, the people returned into love and
affinity; they prayed to them, offered words of glory night and
day (in their name) and remembered them in eulogy, reverence,
honor and majesty.

Therefore, O ye beloved of God, be not grieved when people
stand against you, persecute you, afflict and trouble you and
say all manner of evil against you. The darkness will pass away
and the light of the manifest signs will appear, the veil will be
withdrawn and the Light of Reality will shine forth from the
unseen [Kingdom| of EI-FABHA. This we inform you before it
occurs, so that when the hosts of people arise against you for
my love, be not disturbed or troubled; nay, rather, be firm as a
mountain, for this persecution and reviling of the people upon
you is a pre-ordained matter. Blessed is the soul who is firm
in the path!
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Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art confessing the Oneness of God! Verily, I read
thy letter and I besought God to cause thee to promulgate
His divine Manifestation, to be rejoiced at the bounty of His
Kingdom, to adhere to His Testament, to hold fast to the hem
of the robe of His grandeur, to exert thyself in His Cause, to
desire the unity of His dearly beloved ones, and the harmony
amongst His chosen ones and to endeavor to remove the doubts
which are being emanated from deceitful souls.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

i) s S 2 s Gl e Al L)
ool )

23

7

8

1


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA12
https://archive.org/details/bahaiworldfaithselectedwritingsofbahaullahandabdulbaha./mode/2up
http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_8/Issue_1
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA3/swa3-142.html

ot

Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV

ABO00917

By the might of my Lord, verily, the Lord will assist only those
who will remain firm in His Cause, and desire union, love,
humility and submissiveness, and to become separated from
aught else save God. Every forehead which is illuminated with
these lights will be a lamp of guidance and a star whereby all
horizons will be lighted.

Exert thyself with all thy heart and soul and with all strength,
so that thou mayest become a sign of firmness and as a banner
of the Word of God which may wave on every lofty edifice
through the favor of thy Glorious Lord.

As to thy question concerning the 12th chapter of Ecclesiastes:
This is prophecy regarding the coming of Jesus in that book,
the signs and marks of which were fulfilled with the appearance
of the Promised One of the Bible; but since the Jews did not
understand the meaning thereof, so they denied Jesus and—
God forbid!-said that He was the deformed (Anti-christ). Then
it is said by Jesus in the Gospel, that similar signs would appear
in the “last day”—or in other words—in the day when Christ will
come the second time in this world.

The interpretation of these statements is mentioned in the
clearest manner and with the most wonderful proofs in the
Book of Ighan. His honor, Ali-Kuli-Khan, has already trans-
lated this Book which will soon be published in America. Then
you will be informed of the explanation and interpretation of
these verses and statements as elucidated by the Blessed Per-
fection. Therefore my interpretation is not necessary.

As to thy question concerning the 54th chapter of Isaiah: This
chapter refers to the Exalted Leaf, the mother of Abdul-Baha.
As a proof to this it is said: “For more are the children of
the desolate, than the children of the married wife.” Reflect
upon this statement and then upon the following: “And thy
seed shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate cities to
be inhabited.” And truly the humiliation and reproach which
she suffered in the path of God is a fact which no one can re-
fute. For the calamities and afflictions mentioned in the whole
chapter are such afflictions which she suffered in the path of
God, all of which she endured with patience and thanked God
therefor and praised Him, because He had enabled her to en-
dure afflictions for the sake of Baha’ During all this time, the
men and women (nakazeen) persecuted her in an incomparable
manner, while she was patient, God-fearing, calm, humble and
contented through the favor of her Lord and by the bounty of
her Creator.

As to thee—O thou who art confessing the Oneness of God!-rise
with all thy power to keep firm in the Testament of God, and
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firmly believe that, verily, all troops are defeated save those of
the Testament and all banners are reversed, save that of the
Covenant of God, which will wave over all horizons and will
overshadow the hosts of spirit, love and peace, while agitated
by the breeze of the favor of God. Be thou of the number
of this great host and among the vanguard of this great and
powerful army.

TAB.106-108

AB00998

To: Arthur S Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant, and staunch! The
letter which thou didst write ... hath been shown to me, and
the opinions expressed therein were most commendable. It is
incumbent upon the Spiritual Consultative Assembly of New
York to be in complete agreement with that of Chicago, and for
these two assemblies of consultation jointly to approve what-
ever they consider suitable for publication and distribution.
Following that, let them send one copy to Akka, so that it
may also be approved from here, after which the material will
be returned to be published and circulated.

The question of coordinating and unifying the two Spiritual
Assemblies, that of Chicago and of New York, is of the utmost
importance, and once a Spiritual Assembly is duly formed in
Washington, these two Assemblies should also establish ties of
unity with that Assembly. To sum it up, it is the desire of the
Lord God that the loved ones of God and the handmaids of the
Merciful in the West should come closer together in harmony
and unity as day followeth day, and until this is accomplished,
the work will never go forward. The Spiritual Assemblies are
collectively the most effective of all instruments for establishing
unity and harmony. This matter is of the utmost importance;
this is the magnet that draweth down the confirmations of God.
If once the beauty of the unity of the friends — this Divine
Beloved — be decked in the adornments of the Abha Kingdom,
it is certain that within a very short time those countries will
become the Paradise of the All-Glorious, and that out of the
west the splendours of unity will cast their bright rays over all
the earth.
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We are striving with heart and soul, resting neither day nor
night, seeking not a moment’s ease, to make this world of man
the mirror of the unity of God. Then how much more must
the beloved of the Lord reflect that unity? And this cherished
hope, this yearning wish of ours will be visibly fulfilled only
on the day when the true friends of God arise to carry out
the Teachings of the Abha Beauty — may my life be a ransom
for His lovers! One amongst His Teachings is this, that love
and good faith must so dominate the human heart that men
will regard the stranger as a familiar friend, the malefactor as
one of their own, the alien even as a loved one, the enemy as a
companion dear and close. Who killeth them, him will they call
a bestower of life; who turneth away from them, him will they
regard as turning towards them; who denieth their message,
him will they consider as one acknowledging its truth. The
meaning is that they must treat all humankind even as they
treat their sympathizers, their fellow-believers, their loved ones
and familiar friends.

Should such a torch light up the world community, ye will find
that the whole earth is sending forth a fragrance, that it hath
become a delightsome paradise, and the face of it the image of
high heaven. Then will the whole world be one native land, its
diverse peoples one single kind, the nations of both east and
west one household.

It is my hope that such a day will come, that such a splendour
will shine forth, that such a vision will be unveiled in its full
beauty.
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To: Baha’is of Adharbayjan et al., in Ahar
Date: 1909 or <

O ye loved ones of God! The light of truth hath risen from the
dawning-place of Divine guidance and hath shed its resplendent
radiance to the FEast and the West and illumined the whole
world from the North to the South. The pious ones whose sight
is keen, who possess hearing ears and whose breasts are even as
mirrors have found the Straight Path through the ancient light
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and, intoxicated by the soul-stirring call like unto the One Who
conversed with God (Moses), have hearkened unto the Divine
call from the fire of Divine love that blazeth in the Tree of
Man. But those transgressors that have deprived themselves
of the grace of His guidance- they are a cause for grieving. For
despite the fact that the showers of bounty from the clouds
of mercy besprinkle all the deserts, prairies, mountains, hills,
and valleys and make them fresh and green; one can but grieve
for the useless weed that is sore athirst in the wilderness of
utter loss. If we follow the Divine Teachings and Counsels, it
is indubitably clear that the earth shall become the highest
Paradise and the star of good fortune a companion to all.

Similarly, there is no doubt that the words of the friends are
sweet, their sight is sharp and their faces a testimony unto the
manifest Light, inasmuch as the requirements of the Divine
Counsels are: to be a well-wisher for the ill-wisher; an intimate
companion for the wicked enemy; a loving friend for the erring
foe who stabbeth the dagger intotthe middle of the heart; to
meet the ill-tempered slanderer with favour and praise; and
not to offend, hurt, annoy or avoid anyone. Nay, it beseemeth
us in this century of light to abolish the blindest fanaticism
amongst the peoples and nations of the world; to show the
unity of mankind; to make the stranger find himself a friend;
to regard the foe as a faithful companion; to love all the com-
munions and nations and show them loving-kindness; not to
disappoint even an idol-worshipper; to eliminate all strife and
dissension, contention and conflict, battle and war; to propa-
gate the Kingdom of peace and welfare; to be the well-wishers
of mankind; loyal to every treacherous; to meet every tyran-
nical oppressor with justice; to serve the Crown with trust-
worthiness and piety; to obey the Authorities; to sacrifice our
lives for the State; to be loyal to and serve every nation; not
to meddle with political affairs; not to curse the State officials;
to submit ourselves unto God; and to be content with every
circumstance.

Praise and blessings rest upon you.
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ABO01171

To: Baha’i Publishing Society, Chicago et al.
Date: 1909 or <

O ye heavenly Assemblage!

Your letter was received and its contents became known. Ye
have written concerning the printing and the publication of the
Tablets.

The translation of the Surat-ul-Hykl is of the utmost difficulty.
It must be translated by a committee who are exceedingly ef-
ficient both in Persian and English, exercising the closest and
most minute attention. Otherwise the text would not become
intelligible. The same rule applieth to other Writings and
Tablets. For the present the organization of such a commit-
tee of translators is not possible and there is no other means
than the translations made by individuals. In the future, God
willing, means will be brought about. Translations will be
made by a committee composed of two most erudite Persians
and two learned Americans, all of them having the utmost pro-
ficiency in both languages and possessing a certain knowledge
of sciences and arts. Then others from among the scholars and
thinkers must assist. At that time Tablets will be translated
correctly and published. What ye have in your hands and what
is already printed will impart a certain degree of information.
Whatever matter the spiritual Boards of Council in New York,
Chicago, Washington and Kenosha unanimously deem advis-
able to print and publish, ye may print and publish; and have
the utmost unity and oneness with each other.

Regarding the Tablets of Abdul-Baha: Each of them is impor-
tant. Print ye those which are in detail.

As to the question of annihilation and destruction of the spir-
its: Mr. Phelps hath not fully understood the matter or else
the translator hath made some mistake. It was not intended
to convey the idea that the unbelieving souls are absolutely
annihilated. Nay, rather, it was meant that the existence of
the evil spirits in comparison to the existence of the sanctified
souls was like unto annihilation. As you clearly behold, the
existence of mineral in comparison with the existence of man
is like unto non-being. When the body of man is destroyed
and disintegrated, it returneth to the mineral.

Concerning the income of the printing and publishing society,
as ye write, it must be expended for charitable purposes.
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O ye believers of God! T am pleased with you and seek for your
assistance and confirmation. I hope that ye may, day by day,
add to your love, steadfastness, purity of intention and service
to the Cause of God.

Upon ye be greeting and praise!

TAB.000:iii-v

ABO01281

To: Chase, James B Thornton et al., in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O ye two revered persons, ye servants in the vineyard of God!

Verily, I read your letter and was informed of its contents filled
with spiritual attractions and thanked God—glorified is He!-for
His grace and His merciful bestowals.

It behooveth you to be the first assistant to the Word of God,
the first servant of the Cause of God and the first one to with-
stand the spreaders (of false rumors) who say that which they
know not, who calumniate God, well knowing that they are ca-
lumniators and that they, themselves, have contrived the thing
for their own sakes, and evil is that which they do.

Remember what the Pharisees published concerning Jesus, at-
tributed to Him and said about Him and how they oppressed
Him until they paraded Him in Jerusalem in such a form as
made the angels of sanctity to weep in the Sublime Kingdom.
They put on His head a crown of thistles; nay, more, they cast
dust in His face—into a face whereby the heaven and the earth
is illuminated! They turned their backs upon Him, then bowed
and said: “Peace be unto thee, O King of kings! Peace be unto
thee, O King of the Jews!”

Of the same class are the Pharisees and priests in this man-
ifest day. “Leave them to amuse themselves with their vain
discourse.” They are as people deluded by their temptations
and are isolated from the gifts of your Lord, the Clement, the
Merciful. “They are deaf, dumb and blind; therefore, they will
not understand.”

Verily, I, through the grace of my Lord, have never heeded
these souls, even to reading their articles, inasmuch as their
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articles signify no other than the buzzing of flies to the hearing
of an eagle, or the croaking of a frog of the material world to
the ears of the leviathan of the sea of the Kingdom. Is it to
be considered as anything? No, by no means! Verily, the eagle
soareth high in the supreme apex while the flies rumble in the
lowest, rubbish.

But it is incumbent upon you to block them up as a stone
with decisive arguments before which heads are bowed and
voices are made humble. God will strengthen you therein. You
will surely find these Pharisees in manifest loss. Can one ever
prevent the waves of the sea of the Lofty One from rolling? Or
is it possible for me to restrain the fragrances of sanctity from
diffusion? Or can one withhold the sun from casting its rays
to all regions? No, by no means! Nay, rather such souls make
the table sent down from heaven unlawful unto themselves.

How is the bat to be compared with the most great orb which
bestows bounty upon all regions! How is the gnat to be
compared with the eagle soaring in the spacious firmament!
How are Caiaphas and Annas to be compared with the Christ
mounted on the clouds with great power and glory!

Thank God that He hath opened your insight to the Light
which is shining from the Supreme Concourse and caused you
to witness His most mighty signs. By my life! the hearts of
the people of Baha’ are cheered with such gifts!

TAB.348-350
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AB01367

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art confident in the appearance of the Kingdom
of God!

Verily I read thy letter, which was beautifully composed and
which proved thy great love, the extent of thy knowledge and
the illumination of thy sight, by witnessing the signs whereunto
the heads bow in reverence and faces show respect.
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O beloved! Thank God that He chose thee for His love and
elected thy wife for the calling of the appearance of the King-
dom of God. Verily, this is a great favor, and wert thou aware
of the results which will follow it in the Kingdom of God, thou
wouldst, verily, rejoice exceedingly and wouldst call with loud
voice: “Blessed are we for this great favor, and glad-tidings be
unto us for this glorious attainment.”

Consider the past, so that thou mayest become informed of
the mysteries which shall be disclosed in the future. When the
disciples were calling in the name of Christ, the Jews scoffed,
scorned and laughed at them. They were saying, “They (i. e.,
the disciples) are taken with madness, and madness is made an
art.” They even beat them with whips, threw stones at them,
prevented the people from approaching them, and were saying,
“This man (Christ) is naught but a sorcerer, blasphemeth God
and is possessed of a devil.”

Then observe how that persecution and scorn were changed to
glory, honor and reverence. Ultimately, they (the Jews) hon-
ored their sublime stations and acknowledged their loftiness,
which was exalted, promoted and glorified in the center of the
horizons until it reached the degree of exaggeration in deeds.
They made for them likenesses and pictures, decorated with
jewels shining in the eyes; thy placed these likenesses or pic-
tures in the temples, churches and monasteries built on the tops
of the mountains, and worshipped them with respect, glory,
majesty and reverence. This is the condition of the neglectful
ones who are deprived of the Truth (the Manifestations of God)
at the day of their existence among them. After the ascension
of their (the prophets’) spirits unto the Center of Purity and
Piety, then the negligent ones repent and return, making like-
nesses and pictures according to their own ideas, which do not
bear resemblance, and worship the same. This is the station of
the ignorant ones who are as animals, following every croaker
and shaken by every wind. “Forsake them to play in their
shallow waters.”

As to thee: Be happy because of what thy Lord, the Clement,
the Merciful, hath given thee; choosing thee and thy esteemed
wife for entrance into His Kingdom, for calling in His name,
praising Him in assemblies, gatherings and meetings.

The truth I verily say unto thee, this divine grace cannot be
exchanged for the sovereignty of the earth, the east or the west.
For that (the worldly kingdom) is naught but dreams, torture
to the spirit, trouble for the hearts; its mortality is certain and
its destruction a well known fact—while this spiritual kingdom
and divine grace will shine, and it is an ABHA (Glorious) jewel
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which will glisten on the diadems of great glory in the course
of centuries and cycles.

TAB.175-176, BWF.394-394x, BSC.481 #919x

AB01603

To: Manuchihr Mankchi, in Bombay
Date: 1909 or <

The horizon of Iran was dark indeed and its land had become
the arena of the Turk and the Tajik. The foundations of the
Persian nation had been subverted and its edifice shattered.
But at last that darksome night was ended, the dawn of hope
broke forth, and the sun of truth shone resplendent.

Erelong shall that dust-heap become a rose-garden and its dark-
ness turn into light. Erelong will that venerable land become
the focal centre of divine grace and be renowned in the East
and the West for its greatness and majesty. It shall become
the centre of divine outpourings and the source of heavenly
bestowals. Its ancient glory will be restored and its gates will
be flung open.

For it is above its horizon that the Day-star of divine glory
shone forth; it is in the midmost heart of its heaven that the
Light of Truth hoisted its banner, the call of the realm above
was raised, the light splendour of the Concourse on high shed
its radiance, the tabernacle of the Kingdom of God was reared,
and the religion of God noised abroad.

Soon shalt thou see that land perfumed with the breezes of
holiness and brightened with the light of its ancient splendour.

Wherefore the Persians must know the worth of this bounty,
and lift up their voices in praise of the Lord of creation, Who
hath bestowed so great a gift, granted such repose, and con-
ferred such adornment; Who hath made that ancient homeland
the noblest of regions, and that time-honored dwelling-place
the Dayspring of the manifest Light. This bestowal is worthy
of all praise, and the Creator of the world deserveth adoration.

i Had this shining star arisen from the dawning-place of the gath-

erings of Europe, thou wouldst now behold what tumult and
rapture there would have been, what commotion and rejoicing.
Yet, though it hath arisen from the East, still the people of the
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West are attracted thereby, and the farthest lands of the earth
are gladdened and exhilarated by this melody. The distant
have drawn nigh; why then should those who are near remain
deprived? The stranger hath become familiar; why should the
familiar remain silent and still?

To the utmost of thy power, bear thou glad tidings unto the
Persians of India; awaken them and make them alert, that from
this divine cup they may become intoxicated and enraptured,
and be seized with love and longing. They must take the lead,
for this celestial cypress first sprang and flourished in the gar-
den of the Persians, and this light of truth dawned from the
horizon of Iran. May thy soul be filled with joy.
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ABO01614

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL
Date: 1909 or <

O ye spiritual friends of Abdul-Baha!

Your long letter was considered and its contents were a source
of happiness. Thank God that ye, western friends, have be-
come dawning-points of the love of God and stars of knowledge
leading to Him; night and day are ye thinking of imparting life
to souls and of educating people of discernment.

Regarding the blessed word, the Greatest Name: Its writing or
spelling is according to its pronunciation (i.e., it is spelled as it
is pronounced) in the Persian language. Baha is correct; Beha
is incorrect. However, this question must not cause inharmony
and grief among the friends. The truth shall become manifest.

Should ye attribute a mistake to a person, it will be a cause
of offense and grief to him - how much greater would this be
if it is attributed to a number of people! How often it hath
occurred that a slight difference hath caused a great dissension
and hath been made a reason for division. Now, you write
BAHAiUIiLLAH, but do not object to any person. All will
eventually follow the correct spelling.
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In all matters, endeavor not to cause grief to any one. Strive
firmly to establish unity and harmony. The least difference
today may cause great difference in the future.

O ye beloved ones of God! The manifestation of the Light
of Unity is for binding together the people of the world. If
this unity is not attained, the tree of life is made fruitless, the
heavenly bounty is not utilized. The blessed blood (of the
saints) was shed for bringing about unity and harmony. These
souls gave their lives as sacrifice in order to produce the love
that bindeth the hearts of all the people. Therefore, ye should
all spend your efforts in uniting and reconciling (the people),
so that the light of Godis love may permeate the universe.

The Spiritual Meeting of men (House of Spirituality) and the
Spiritual Meeting of women (Assembly of Teaching) in Chicago
are indeed endeavoring to serve. If they unite, as they should,
they will produce great results. Especially, if the Spiritual
Meetings of Chicago unite with those of New York and become
bound together, in a short while the fragrance of the divine
garden, which giveth life, will perfume all regions.

TAB.020-022, BWF.413-413x

AB01747

To: Nellie Phillips
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art ignited through the brilliant Flame which is
blazing in this Blessed Spot!

Verily, I considered the meanings of thy letter and my heart
overflows with perfect and spiritual love unto thee and unto the
beloved ones of God, whose eyes are brightened by witnessing
the lights of God and whose innermost hearts are purified by
the love of God and whose consciences are made clear by the
knowledge of God and whose hearts are tranquilized by the
commemoration of God. Theirs is the treasury of the Kingdom
and the abundant wealth of the storehouse of the divine world!
They are wealthy, not poor; they are powerful, not weak; they
are grandees, not mean persons; and they are kindred, not
strangers! Because, verily, their wealth and honor is divine
and supreme and will never be consumed. Blessed are they!
Glad-tidings be unto them!
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As to those souls who are preaching the Word of God, it be-
hooveth them to shake the dust of every land which they have
passed by off their shoes and to be with God and without need
of the rich-although their bed is the soil, their light is the stars
of the sky and their food is the herbs of the desert-because
theirs is the wealth of the Kingdom, the honor of the realm of
might and the bounty of the divine world; and they are not in
want of this world and its cares. Their throne is the mat of hu-
mility, their honor is in suffering every lowliness in the path of
the Loving Lord and their wealth is being empty-handed from
the pomps of the world and its vanities and their provision is
trusting in God and being severed from all that is on the earth
and its wealth.

As to thee: Associate thou with the poor and be united with
the weak souls and hold intercourse with the needy, with a com-
passionate heart and great love. Because thereby is ordained
for thee and eternal glory in the Kingdom of God. Invite thou
the people to the Exalted World, to the Supreme Horizon and
to the Kingdom of EI-ABHA!

There is no harm in thy loneliness in those regions; for verily,
the hosts of confirmation are thy help, thy Glorious Lord is
thy protector and the angels of the Kingdom are thy fellow-
speakers. Glad-tidings be unto thee for this! Blessed art thou
for this!

TAB.060-061, BSTW#355

AB11826

Date: 1909 or <

O Lord! O Forgiver! Though we are sinners and tread the path
of rebellion, yet we knock at the door of forgiveness and seek
Thy good-pleasure, speak Thy mysteries, and implore pardon
and forgiveness. We seek Thy boundless favors and ask for Thy
blessing and forgiveness. Look not upon our shortcomings and
perceive not our weakness and lassitude. Make us worthy of
Thy Lordship and freely bestow Thy divine munificence. Teach
us the way of repentance, forgive our sins, grant Thy bounty,
cover our faults, overlook our transgressions, and be merciful.
O Lord! Sin brings destruction - make us aware and grant us
awakening. O Lord! We are helpless and without means, weak
as straw and chaff, and Thou art our Deliverer.
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O God! Thy dear handmaiden was filled with the wine of long-
ing and shed tears. She set her face toward the Abha King-
dom and yearned for attainment and reunion. She detached
her heart from this world and joined the eternal Kingdom. She
longed for the vision of Thy face and hastened to the Kingdom
of mysteries.

Her noble son Ismail displays humility and supplication, opens
his tongue in seeking forgiveness, and begs for pardon and
forgiveness and seeks the favors of that Merciful One. His gaze
is fixed upon Thy threshold and service to Thee is centered
in his heart. He is enkindled with Thy love and his soul is
consumed by the fire of ecstasy and rapture. He is a moth
to that brilliant flame and a faithful servant in this gathering.
In his longing for Thy good-pleasure he is the companion of
Abdul-Baha, and in hope of nearness to Thy court he is the
friend of this helpless one. For years he has been in hardship
and toil, and for long periods he has strived day and night,
never resting or seeking comfort and ease. He is obedient and
loving, a tree with leaves and fruit. He seeks naught but Thy
good-pleasure, walks no path but that of Thy love, and speaks
of nothing but Thy mysteries. He is worthy of favors and
deserving of aid. He intercedes for his mother and seeks pardon
and forgiveness.

O Lord! Thou art the Forgiver and the Bestower, the Radi-
ant and the Resplendent One. Make worthy the desire of this
faithful one and freely grant the request of this humble and
submissive one. Thou art the Forgiver, the Merciful, and the
Pardoner of sinners.
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AB02172

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art acknowledging the Oneness of God!

Verily, I read thy letter which contained beautiful meanings
and wonderful texts; was informed of thy turning unto God
and thy attainment unto the bounty of the Kingdom, which is
apparent and manifest by the appearance of God.
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O maid-servant of God! Let not thy hands tremble nor thy
heart be disturbed, but rather be confident and firm in the
love of thy Lord, the Merciful, the Clement.

O maid-servant of God! Verily, all existence is [a book of] pages
and tablets which utter the glad-tidings of the appearance of
the Kingdom of thy Lord, the Supreme, the Great.

Observe the pages of the universe and discover the traces which
appeared! Hast thou seen or heard in any of the previous cen-
turies or generations that which is manifested in this Glorious
Age? If the writings of the previous centuries, the middle cen-
turies and the later centuries, be compared with that which is
manifested in this single century, they will not weigh against
it! Nay, rather, they are as drops of water in comparison with
the ocean. Magnified is He, who hath crowned this century
with the appearance of His Kingdom!

As to thee, turn unto God with a heart cheerfully swayed by His
love and kindled by the fire of his desires, both day and night.
The lights of God will appear unto thee, the mysteries of God
be unfolded to thee and thy bosom healed by the exhortations
uttered by the Supreme Pen.

Convey my greeting and praise to thy respected husband and
say to him that the Jews are still expecting Christ and long to
see Him in all anticipation and great zeal, while His light was
manifested, His beauty shone forth, His call was raised, His
trumpet blown, His standard hoisted, and His stars sparkled;
but the Pharisees are yet in an amazing slumber, immersed in
former traditions, and they make play with the signs of Thy
Lord, the Merciful, the Clement.

Thank God that He guided thee unto the fountain of guidance,
gave thee to drink from the cup of affection, summoned thee
unto His Supreme Kingdom and chose thee from among those
people. This is a favor wholly above comprehension and is not
realized by the intellects which are negligent of the Lord of
hosts and angels.

O thou friend! Endeavor so that thou mayest ascend to the
station which is above the firmaments, near to the Generous
Lord who created and made thee.

TAB.170-171, BSC.481 #918x
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AB02627

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art advancing to the Kingdom of God!

I have considered thy writing, which indicates brightness of
heart and the love of God. Blessed art thou for having been
thus favored and for having attained to guidance.

You have asked me two questions: “That if the same spirit is
manifest in all the Manifestations and Prophets, then what is
the distinction or difference between Christ (or rather Jesus)
and the other Prophets; also [what is the difference] between
Father and Son?”

Know that the human spirit is one, but it manifests itself in
various members of the body in a certain (measure or) form.
The human spirit is existent in the sight (eyes); it is also exis-
tent in the brain, which is the location of great functions and
powers; it is also existent in the heart, which organ is largely
connected with the brain or the center of the mind, and the
heart, or that the center which is connected with the brain,
has a distinct and separate function, effect and appearance. In
this connection, the hair and the nails have no command (or
direct feeling).

Figuratively speaking, the Father is the center of the brain and
the Son is the center of the heart; the rest of the Prophets are
members and parts. Fatherhood and Prophethood, in this case,
are two expressions of the same thing, as man and creature are
two names of the same reality. The word “man,” however, is
greater than the word “creature” because it bears a weightier
meaning than the name “creature”; both are the same.

O maid-servant of God! I pray God to confirm thee forever
anew. Give greeting to thy dear mother. Superstition hath
somewhat overcome her. When the imagined Satan overpow-
ers, let her say: “O Baha-el- ABHA!” She should then turn to
the highest Kingdom. Thus will the imagined Satan leave her.
[She] has a form of obsession; therefore, you may not heed her
sayings.

Cultivate the land and thus, through its fruits, you will obtain
benefits. God will relieve you from care (on account) of your
mother.
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Give your good husband my spiritual greeting. I pray that he
may be made a recipient of the divine bounties and attain to
the grace of God.

TAB.102-103, BSC.476 #906x

AB11844

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan
Date: 1909 or <

My God, my God! This is a servant among Thy servants and
a youth who has grown up in Thy love and has turned toward
the Dawning-Place of Thy bounty, the Dayspring of Thy faith-
fulness and the Horizon of Thy majesty and grandeur. He has
believed in Thy words, rejoiced in Thy glad-tidings, believed
in Thy signs and recognized Thy clear proofs. He has tran-
scribed Thy Scriptures and Tablets, has detached himself from
his family, turning toward the Word of Thy oneness. He has
left his home, making for the sanctuary of Thy grandeur, and
abandoned his native land, hastening to Thy luminous spot,
Thy verdant garden, Thy mighty paradise and Thy most glori-
ous heaven - that he might circle round the circling-place of the
Supreme Concourse, might behold the great signs of his Lord,
witness the tokens of Thy supreme power, and comprehend the
intimations of Thy former Scriptures and the glad-tidings of
the Manifestations of Thy revelation in centuries past, in Thy
Books sent down from heaven.

O my Lord! As Thou hast confirmed him to press his face
against that pure earth and illumine his radiant brow with
the lights shining from that brilliant spot, assist him to re-
turn to Thy lands and regions bearing the garment of Joseph
of Thy guidance, that a sweet, perfumed and holy fragrance
might spread through those parts and regions. O my Lord!
Strengthen him through Thy ancient power that penetrates
the realities of all things, be his helper in all affairs, conditions
and circumstances, and make him firm and steadfast in Thy
Covenant and Testament, for this is the pivot of every good
Thou hast created in the kingdom of creation, supported by the
hosts of Thy most glorious kingdom. All else is secondary and
contingent upon this most faithful foundation. Verily Thou
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doest what Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Almighty, 0@1)\ Szl el g gl U e K
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INBA79.008

AB02799

To: Margaret B Peeke
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who are supplicating to God and turning to the Spirit
of His Kingdom!

I have read the texts of thy praise to God on the occasion of
the arrival of my letter to thee. Know thou, that letter sent to
thee by me, was only because of my perfect love for thee and
my pity upon thee, for I had the desire that the fragrance of
the Holy Spirit, which hath perfumed all regions and imbued
the entire body of the world with the Spirit of Life, should pass
over thee and abide with thee.

Notwithstanding the high position it occupieth, still, with an
eloquent tongue, through which the Spirit moveth, hearts are
attracted and bosoms burn, it speaketh to the pure hearts and
to the good and righteous souls in every spot of the earth.
This is the powerful Spirit, the dazzling light, the brilliant star
and the overwhelming and universal abundance. And, from its
traces, spread and divulged everywhere, thou wilt know and
realize its influence and comprehend its radiance.

I ask God to expose thee to its fragrance, move thee by its
breeze, enkindle thee by its coals of fire and illuminate thee
by its brightness. Turn thyself wholly to it—thus thou shalt be
enabled to ascertain its influence and power, the strength of
its life and the greatness of its confirmation.

Verily, I say unto thee, that if for the appearance of that Divine
Essence thou desirest to have a definite proof, an indisputable
testimony and a strong, convincing evidence, thou must pre-
pare thyself to make thy heart empty and thine eye ready to
look only toward the Kingdom of God. Then, at that time, the
radiance of that widespread effulgence will descend upon thee
successively, and that motion rendered thee by the Holy Spirit
will make thee dispense with any other strong evidence that
leadeth to the appearance of this Light, because the greatest
and strongest proof for showing the abundance of the Spirit to
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the bodies is the very appearance of its power and influence in
those bodies. Think deeply of this in order to know the reality
of my explanation and demonstration.

TAB.705-706, BWF.368-369%x, BSC.468 #875x

AB02992

To: Ardishir Hakim, in Bombay
Date: 1909 or <

O longtime friend! Your fragrant letter arrived at the most
auspicious moment. I read it and praised the friends. Praise
be to the Lord of Creation that several friends have been freed
from the bonds of tests and have transcended the comfort and
contamination of this world. They are enamored with that
Kind Beloved and captured by the love of that Traceless Friend.

Regarding what you wrote about the marriage of Persians with
other communities - in this pleasing Faith, this heavy burden
has been lifted from shoulders. Taking and giving [in marriage]
with any group and any religion is permitted. But regard-
ing the announcement of the Zoroastrians that whoever is not
steadfast in the religion of their forefathers is barred from the
burial ground - be as accommodating as you can about this, be-
cause if you don’t show accommodation, separation will occur
and teaching will become difficult. If such a case occurs and
they don’t allow burial in the burial ground and show strong
resistance, then bury [the deceased] in the cemetery that will
soon be completed. The implementation of laws should be to
a degree that does not cause fear and anxiety and disorder and
separation, until such time as the divine Cause is proclaimed.
After the proclamation, all the laws of the Kitab-i-Aqdas must
be fully implemented. If at that time someone shows the slight-
est laxity, they are rejected from the threshold of the Lord of
Grandeur and detested by the people of Baha, for there will
remain no danger in implementing all the laws.

Convey the most wondrous and glorious greetings to all the
divine friends. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03254

To: Mary Frances Roe, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art enkindled by the fire of the Love of God!

Verily, I was informed of the text of thy letter, wherein thou
praisest the firm servant of God, Mirza ...and was rejoiced in
heart for the signs of joy which are manifested in thee in this
illustrious day. I ask God to make thee a sign of guidance,
fountain of knowledge and a caller in His name, the Merciful,
so that the hearts may become gladdened by the mention of
God and the souls be led to the Kingdom of God, to this Great
Dwelling Place and Sublime Home.

As to the four stations which I refer to in the divine treatise:
I ask God to open the door before thy face, that thou mayest
enter therein, that thou mayest attain to its lights and become
informed of its mysteries. I shall not give a detailed explana-
tion thereof, on account of the great work (i.e., because of the
exceeding press of business).

Regarding the treatise (or pamphlet) which thou didst compile
in proof of the appearance of the Kingdom of God—thou didst
well! I shall read it at a leisure time, and ask God to aid thee
in compiling other useful writings in demonstration of God.

As to organization of other meetings for the maid-servants of
the Merciful, for the spread of the fragrances of God; this is the
best deed and most complete action. I ask God to strengthen
thee in this matter so that you may organize many gatherings
for the spread of the teachings of God. Thus the Lord of Hosts
will confirm you by armies of the Supreme Concourse and hosts
of the angels of heaven. Verily it is the army of inspiration and
the hosts of benediction.

TAB.076
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AB03255

To: Walters, Ida et al., in Kenosha, WI
Date: 1909 or <

O ye who are attracted to the Heavenly Kingdom! O ye who
are enlightened by the light of guidance! O ye lamps lighted
by the light of love and faithfulness!

Verily I have read your brilliant letter, which indicated your
enkindlement by the fire of the love of God and proved your
entrance into the Kingdom of God.

Blessed ye are, oh ye who are firm and steadfast in the
Covenant of God. Blessed ye are, oh ye shining stars from the
Horizon of the Love of God.

I supplicate to God, to make ye the heralds of His Mercy,
spreaders of the fragrances of His Holiness, utterers of His
Name, servants in His Vineyard, and dwellers in the Paradise
of El Abha; so that ye may become signs of guidance, stan-
dards of faithfulness and trees of goodly fruits by the breezes
of God.

Make firm you feet in the Cause of God; dilate your breast
by the glad-tidings of God and turn to the Kingdom of God
with pure hearts, sanctified souls, cheerful sprits, brightened
eyes and illumined faces. Verily, I say unto ye, then (when
ye become so) the angels of holiness will welcome ye by the
glad-tidings of God, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Upon ye be greetings and praise.

TAB.143

ABO03535

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL et al.
Date: 1909 or <

O ye who are sincere! O ye who are firm in the Covenant of |ds 3 &) ks e &ﬁLZJ\ Lr:‘ O gl Lrj\ I
God in this new cycle! yid|

Verily I praise God for the He confirmed you in the service of WS Gl ol e ;3;} L 41 sl :;\ 9
the Cause of God in His great vineyard. f‘h"”
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Write to Mrs. True and convey to her greetings and praise and
say to he that her Lord will aid and strengthen her in attaining
her desire.

Convey my greeting and salutation unto the maid- servant of
God, the attracted one, Mrs. Lesch, the respected. I ask God
to make her a spreader of the new Gospel, an utterer in praise
of her Lord in that vast region.

Convey my kindness and love unto the maid-servant of God,
who is thrilled by the fragrances of God, Miss Ellen Lagrange
[?] so that she may be rejoiced by my greeting to her, the
fullness of my favor, and that she may be drawn by the love of
God even as the magnet attracts the iron.

i O my precious friends in the Kingdom of God, the members of

the Spiritual Meeting! Communicate with all parts of Persia;
write replies to the letters which are sent to you, with all joy,
happiness, fragrance and spirituality; because the friends of
God in Persia are all rejoiced in commemorating you in the
meetings and assemblies, in houses and Mashrak-el-Azcars.

TAB.011-012
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AB03587

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art anticipating the appearance of the Gift of God!

Verily, I read thy letter which indicated that thou hast turned
unto the Blessed Spot, that the Truth (of God) hath revealed
itself to thee, that thy fear is quieted and that thou hast at-
tained to composure, assuredly believing in this great Cause.

Know thou, verily, there are many veils in which the Truth is
enveloped: gloomy veils; then delicate and transparent veils;
then the envelopment of Light,? the sight of which dazzles the
eyes, as doth the sun which is enveloped only in its own light
and, as we look at it, the sight is blinded and eyes are dazzled.

I beg of God to remove all the veilings and familiarize the light
with all eyes, so that man may not be veiled from witnessing
the Sun of Truth.
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O maid-servant of God! Verily, the tests and trials of God are
very great and very violent. Beseech thou God to protect thee
from all doubts and to guard thee from the interpretations of
parabolical verses, as made by those who know not in what
valley they are roving, who speak according to their own self-
ish purposes and after their own evil inclinations; who accept
and then reject; who believe in God and then deny Him; and
who appear firm and then backslide; thus thou beholdest these
oscillating daily.

“Leave them to amuse themselves with their own vain dis-
courses,” and turn thou to the light of the Testament, and
rejoice at the bounty of the effulgence, and seek shelter under
the shadow of the standard of the Covenant. Thou wilt soon
find it fluttering on the highest summits of glory, surrounded
by the valiant hosts of the angels of heaven and assisted by spir-
itual armies of great number that proceed from the Supreme
Concourse.

TAB.071-072, BSC.475 #902x

AB03590

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted by the Breath of God!

With all joy I read thy brilliant letter and was informed of its
expression and meanings, which showed thine abundant love in
God, thy humility before the beloved of God, thine attraction
to the fragrances of God and thy firmness in the Testament of
God.

I beg of God to make thee promote perfect harmony among
the believers of God and pure affection amid the chosen ones
of God and make thee [to] cause greatest tranquility to all
the creatures and [to] show kindness towards all the people on
earth, because the bounty of the Merciful God is but pure love,
great prosperity and universal peace among different people in
all regions and laying the foundation of great happiness and
felicity for all the creatures.

Consequently, O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of
God, exert thyself and fail not to infuse affection throughout
all hearts and souls; [fail not] to gather all the souls together in
the assemblage of union and cheerfulness, so that the beloved
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of God may become as a levied army of the Supreme Con-
course and as a host of salvation descending from the Kingdom
of ABHA and conquer the countries of hearts and the cities
of souls with their tongues, similar to sharp swords whereby
fortresses and castles are conquered.?

By the Life of God! Verily I love thee with all my heart and
pray for thee every eve and morn that the forgiving Lord may
enable thee to serve in His excellent vineyard and make thee a
sign of His signs, to cause thee to deliver His Cause, diffuse His
breath (and I beg of Him) to strengthen thine honorable wife
to that which behooveth these days. Verily He is the Giver of
Confirmation in all circumstances!

TAB.112-113

AB03748

To: Abbas Qabil
Date: 1909 or <

O promoter of the Cause of God! Your letter from Vadgan
arrived and caused the utmost joy. Praise be to God, the
loved ones in those regions are firm and steadfast, serving and
arising. Day by day they increase and are engaged in servitude
to the peerless Lord.

If in this age of the bounty of the Blessed Beauty one does not
sacrifice his life, in what other century of the world’s centuries
will he seek exaltation, ascent and progress?

Give the glad tidings of the favors of the Lord of Lords to Jinab-
i-Arbab. Convey the joyful news of the bounty of the Divine
Unity to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad and his respected mother.
And place upon the head of the assured maidservant of God
Zarrin Taj a crown of the most wonderful and glorious greet-
ings. The services of these holy souls are accepted and beloved
in the Divine Threshold, and I seek for them special confirma-
tion and success.

As for the assured maidservant of God Khanum-Bashi and
the near maidservant of God Ruhaniyyih, wife of Aqa Abdul-
Rahim, who arranged a gathering and invited the divine loved
ones to engage in remembrance of the Worshipped Lord on
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the Day of Ascension - this deed is most meritorious and ac-
ceptable. I ask God to make them successful and confirmed in
outstanding services.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03890

Date: 1909 or <

O thou maid-servant of God!

Thy letter was received and thy words produced effect in the
hearts. For thy letter showed thy love for the Glorious Lord,
proved thy knowledge of His Highness, the Merciful One, and
indicated thy effort and exertion in unifying the beloved ones
and creating harmony among the chosen ones.

O thou esteemed (or dear) maid-servant of God! All that thou
hast looked upon—even the dominion of Victoria, the Queen of
England—is but an image on the water and a mirage of phan-
tasms! That which is a reality and is eternal and everlasting is
the love of God, is the knowledge of His Highness, the Forgiver,
is the spread of the perspicuous religion of God, the uplifting of
the Word of God, and the diffusion of the lights of the guidance
of God!

I beg of God, that thou and thy revered husband and thy
affectionate father will be confirmed by the gift of the Merciful
One; and that thy brother will also follow you, in order that
he may, through the gems and pearls of the guidance of God,
wear a kingly crown on his head.

O thou favored maid-servant of God! I give thee the name
Natekah (i.e., Speaker—gifted with speech; it can also be writ-
ten Nategheh), in order that thou mayest find an eloquent
speech in teaching (the Truth); that thou mayest kindle the
lamp of light in those parts, especially in Baltimore, and be-
stow joy and happiness upon the hearts through the commem-
oration of God.
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My good pleasure is in this, that thou shouldst devote thy time
wholly to teaching (the Truth), so that thou mayest train the
souls, illumine the eyes, and make the ears hearing.

TAB.186-187

AB04023

To: Sulayman Kashani, in Tabriz
Date: 1909 or <

O thou descendant of His Holiness Abraham! Jinab-i-Khattat
has written a letter and praised beyond description your love
and the attraction of your heart, saying that this person is truly
a sign of His Holiness Abraham and is firm and steadfast in the
Cause of the Glorious Lord. He sacrifices his life in the path of
God and his desert-wandering causes the warmth of the friends,
and he strives to bring about unity and fellowship among the
companions. This was joyful news that, praise be to God, the
signs of special favors mentioned in the blessed Qur’anic verse
have become manifest and evident. His exalted Word states:
“O Children of Israell Remember My favor wherewith I fa-
vored you and how I preferred you above all creatures.” I hope
that the mystery of this blessed verse will become manifest
and evident in this glorious age of the Abha Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him, and that whatever humiliation the
descendants of His Holiness Abraham have until now endured
will be compensated. In any case, gladden the friends of God
in those regions with these glad tidings and so move them to
attraction and ecstasy that they become manifest signs like
the effulgence of the Manifestation of Sinai. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB04219

To: to a husband and wife
Date: 1909 or <

O ye who are longing for the beauty of EI-ABHA!

Verily that light (i.e., the Light of the Manifestation) shone
forth from the horizon of the Manifestation, appeared upon
the horizon of existence, and the darkness was changed into
light; the Sun of Guidance dawned in the horizon of heaven,
whereby the eyes which were looking unto the Kingdom of God
were illuminated, the breasts which were filled with God’s love
were dilated, and the heavenly spirits were attracted by the
magnet of the Holy Spirit, so that the hearts became as pure
mirrors reflecting the godlike appearances and manifesting the
heavenly lights—except the eyes which were in the veil of imi-
tation of the forefathers (i.e., those who followed the theories
of their fathers) were hindered from or veiled from witnessing
that brilliant and godlike illumination, and the people held to
the superstitions of the Pharisees and neglected the mystery
of God and the glad-tidings (recorded) in the Holy Scriptures,
which elucidated the appearance of the Lord of Hosts in the
promised day.

As to you—O ye who are attracted to the fragrances of God!-
kneel down and thank God for choosing you to enter His won-
derful Kingdom.

How many of the Pharisees were waiting for the appearance of
the Spirit ( i.e., Jesus) then were veiled from it. But ye have
taken away the veil and were guided unto the light, have given
up imitating forefathers and directed yours eyes to the Sun of
Truth, which is shining in the Supreme Horizon. This is a favor
to you on the part of your Lord, and a gift for you.

TAB.134-135
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AB04220

Date: 1909 or <

O ye firm, steadfast, and faithful Believers!

Verily, I, from this brilliant and Blessed Spot, speak to you
face to face, while ye are in that far distant country, saying:

“O people of loyalty, O people of faithfulness, O people who
are awakened by the Breath of God, O people who are inhaling
the scent of life from the Spirit of God! The path hath become
smooth, the way straightened, the carpet of the Kingdom is
spread, the Tabernacle hath been elevated upon the Hill of
Might, the powers of heaven have been shaken, the corners of
the earth have quaked, the sun has been darkened, the moon
ceased to give light, the stars have fallen, the nations of the
earth have lamented, and the Son of Man hath come upon
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, and He hath
sent His angels with the sound of the great trumpet, and no
one knows the meaning of these emblems save the wise and
informed.

“Ye are the angels, if your feet be firm, your spirits rejoiced,
your secret thoughts pure, your eyes consoled, your ears
opened, your breasts dilated with joy, and your souls glad-
dened, and if you arise to assist the Covenant, to resist
dissension and to be attracted to the Effulgence! Verily, I say
unto you that the Word of God has assuredly been explained
and has become an evident sign and a strong and solid proof,
and its traces shall be spread in the East and West, and to
these all heads shall bow and all souls shall submit and kneel
down with their faces to the ground.”

TAB.145-146, BWF.360-360x
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AB11884

To: Karbala’i Qasim Badkubihi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1909 or <

O seeker of the good-pleasure of the Friend! Some time ago a
letter was sent, and now since Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad is re-
turning from pilgrimage to the precincts of the Supreme Con-
course and heading to those parts, I deemed it necessary to
pen a brief mention to that spiritual friend.

The purpose is this: know and read that on this glorious plane
and in this gathering, when one is present with culture and
discernment, divine confirmations arrive like marshalled hosts
and heavenly assistance flows like waves of the Most Great
Sea and legions of the Most Noble Concourse. The ranks of
darkness, like armies of bats, are being routed and scattered
by the assault of the forces of light, and the clouds and mists
of veils are dissipating and vanishing from the brilliant rays.

Therefore, O bird of the garden of certitude, strive to guide
deprived souls to the pure spring and illumine darkened faces
with the lights of faith. This is today the greatest of spiritual
matters and the means of heavenly grace.

Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, is heading to those parts. Show consideration
to him.
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AB04607
To: Annetta Latimer Woodward
Date: 1909 or <
O thou wonderful leaf of the Tree of the Love of God!
All that thou hast written was perused. It was read from
beginning to end, and it caused joy and fragrance. But we
write a brief but useful answer, on account of the lack of leisure.
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Engage thou in commemorating God at every morn and turn
unto the Horizon of Mercifulness.

Take some honey, recite “Ya Baha-ul-ABHA,” and eat a little
thereof for several days. For these thy prevailing diseases are
not on account of sins, but they are to make thee detest this
world and know that there is no rest and composure in this
temporal life.

I beg of God that thou mayest find a cheerful life, cause the
increase of the longing of all present in the meetings of the
maid-servants of the Merciful One and bring joy and happiness
to the handmaidens of God; so that thou mayest diffuse the
fragrances and chant the manifest verses. Supplication to God
at morn and eve is conducive to the joy of hearts, and prayer
causes spirituality and fragrance. Thou shouldst necessarily
continue therein.

I beg of God that the closed door may be opened before the
face of the friends and that they may be enabled to visit the
Holy Threshold.

Trust thou in the divine grace and have hope in the merciful
gift. If thou wishest for everlasting joy and happiness, engage
thou in delivering (teaching) the Cause of God night and day,
for the commemoration of God attracts confirmation and as-
sistance like unto a magnet.

TAB.185-186, BSC.483 #923x

AB04596

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art honorable and faithful to God!

How many men and women awaited the manifestation of the
Messiah after Moses? Yet when His beauty shone forth and
His face appeared, they (the people) did not recognize Him,
but continued to follow the superstitions of the Pharisees, who
used to say: “Where is the authority of the Messiah? Where
is the throne of David, the Glorious? Where is his iron rod?
Where are his innumerable hosts? Where are his attacking
armies? Where are the angels of heaven? Where do we see
justice of government existing among people and even among
beasts and insects? Where is his great majesty? Where is his
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power, which shaketh heaven and earth? Is not this a claim of
one who is bewildered and wandering amidst valleys and hills?
Doth he not ride upon an ass, while on his head there is a
crown of thorns and he is despised?”

Indeed, all of the foregoing statements are of the evil opin-
ions which the Pharisees used to proclaim through every man’s
tongue. But those who had listening ears and clear insight, lis-
tened not to such misleading speeches, but realized the Messiah
as the rising Sun with His effulgent face, and that the radiance
of His illumination was diffused over the whole world. They
regarded even the ass on which He (Christ) was mounted as a
splendid throne and also the thorns which were upon His head
as a brilliant diadem!

Verily, direct thou thine own self towards His Kingdom, that
thou mayest perceive that His traces and authority continue
forever and will never cease!

TAB.230-231

AB04597

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art advancing unto the Kingdom of God!

Verily, I read thy beautiful letter, its good composition, and
I scented from the garden of its significances the fragrance of
Godis love. I pray God to confirm thee in the Path, to cause
thee to enter the Ark of Safety, to reveal unto thee the signs
and manifest to thee the evidences; thus thou mayest be firm in
the love of God, steadfast in the religion of God and a growing
tree by the bounty of the Kingdom of EI-ABHA.

O maid-servant of God! Be rejoiced for God hath made thee a
believing maid-servant in His Holy Threshold and a leaf of the
leaves of the Tree of Life. If God giveth thee good descendants
and a manly son, rest assured in that he will be a good son,
looking unto the Supreme Horizon and confident in his soul by
the favors of the Lord of the High Heavens.

I supplicate God to make His beloved ones in Cincinnati (O.)
glow with the fire of Sinai, imploring unto the Kingdom of El-
ABHA, meek and lowly for the sake of God among His beloved,
denying self and passion, grasping the robe of piety, so that
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they may be lamps of guidance in those regions. I pray God to
make thee a maid-servant whose garment shall be faithfulness
and the crown of her head the love of El-Baha.

Convey greeting and praise from me to thy honorable husband.
I ask God to aid him with a strength whereat minds shall
amaze in the Cause of the Living God.

TAB.140-141

AB04608

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Fragrances of God!

Verily, I read thine excellent letter and was informed of thy
turning unto God, thy drawing near unto the lofty holy Thresh-
old, thy drinking from the Fountain of Life and that thine heart
hath partaken of the lights of heaven. Verily, I beg of God to
ordain for thee in the future to come to this Blessed and White
Land, to cause thee to hear the melodies of the Dove and to
grant that thou mayest present thyself before the hands of
Abdul-Baha.

Exert thyself, O maid-servant of God, that thou mayest guide
thy relatives and bring union and accord among the beloved
ones and harmony among the maid-servants of God; and that
thou mayest become of the myrtles of the Paradise of Oneness
and of the trees of the Reality of Singleness.

Every flock of the sheep of God which is protected under the
shadow of the Divine Shepherd will not be scattered, but when
the sheep are dispersed from the flock, they will necessarily be
caught and torn by the wolf.

Therefore, it is incumbent upon you to flock together! It is
incumbent upon you to be united! It is incumbent upon you
to expose yourselves to the fragrances of God at every time
and moment!

Verily, I am with you when you turn unto God and are at-
tracted to the fragrances of God, and I pray for confirmation,
union, harmony and love in your behalf.
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Deliver my greetings and praise to the maid-servants of God
there.

TAB.184-185, BWF.402-402x

AB04620

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL
Date: 1909 or <

O God! O God! From the unseen kingdom of Thy oneness be-
hold us assembled in this spiritual meeting, believing in Thee,
confident in Thy signs, firm in Thy Covenant and Testament,
attracted to Thee, set aglow with the fire of Thy love and sin-
cere in Thy Cause. We are servants in Thy vineyard, spreaders
of Thy religion, devoted worshipers of Thy countenance, hum-
ble towards Thy loved ones, submissive before Thy door, and
imploring Thee to confirm us in serving Thy chosen ones, to
support us with Thine unseen hosts, to strengthen our loins in
Thy servitude and to make us submissive and adoring subjects
communing with Thee.

O our Lord! We are weak, and Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful. We are lifeless, and Thou art the great life-giving
Spirit. We are needy, and Thou art the Sustainer, the Powerful.

O our Lord! Turn our faces unto Thy merciful countenance,
feed us from Thy heavenly table with Thine abundant grace,
assist us with the hosts of Thy supreme angels and confirm us
through the holy ones of the Kingdom of Abha.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful. Thou art the
Possessor of great bounty, and, verily, Thou art the Clement
and the Gracious.

BPRY.302-303, TAB.016, SW_ v01#04 p.024, SW_ v02#04 p.016
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AB04626

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL et al.
Date: 1909 or <

O my God! O my God!

These are servants who have turned unto Thy Kingdom and
hearkened unto Thy voice. Their hearts were dilated by Thy
call, responded unto Thy summons, were attracted unto Thy
beauty, acknowledged Thy proofs, believed in Thy signs, con-
fessed Thy Oneness and arose for the service of Thy Cause and
the promotion of Thy Word.

O Lord! O Lord! Make them lamps of guidance, light glisten-
ing in the supreme apex, sparkling stars in heaven, holy angels
moving on earth and thriving trees bearing delicious and fra-
grant fruits.

O Lord! O Lord! Purify their qualities, clarify their conscious-
ness, cleanse their hearts and illumine their faces. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Precious, the Protecting!

O ye spiritual ones! The rules for election are those which are
customary in that country. The period of election is five years.

O Lord! O Lord! Bless this Spiritual Gathering, strengthen
them by Thy power for the spreading of Thy divine fragrances,
cause them to follow Thy will which is effective in the realities
of all things, and aid them by a confirmation such as never
hath preceded to any one in former centuries. For these are
servants of Thy servants and Thou hast crowned them with
this diadem, the most luminous (ABHA) gems of which will
shine unto all the horizons.

Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Giver!

TAB.006-007
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AB04901

To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1909 or <

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The news from Hamadan has be-
come the cause of spiritual joy and delight. Praise be to God
that those faithful friends have drunk from the spring of purity
of His Holiness Abraham and are sacrificing their lives in the
path of the Abha Beauty. This is befitting of souls who are
guided by the light of guidance and follow the example of the
martyrs in the divine altar of sacrifice. Through the favors of
the King of Oneness and His Holiness the All-Merciful, there
is complete trust and assurance that those friends, like the
flowers of the garden of paradise, will day by day gain greater
freshness and delicacy from the outpourings of the clouds of
grace, and the Cause of God will gain mighty strength in that
region. This is from God’s bounty which He bestoweth upon
His sincere servants.

Regarding the consultative gathering which has been desig-
nated as the Spiritual Assembly, and by which name it should
become known, you must surely exert your utmost effort so
that the spiritual assembly may shine forth like a divine candle
in that ancient Iranian city. Complete obedience, submission
and compliance are necessary so that day by day in that city
the signs of God’s power, protection, shelter and grace may
become manifest and evident.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04939
To: Spiritual Assembly of Kenosha, WI et al.
Date: 1909 or <
O ye illumined faces! O ye divine souls! and O ye spiritual
temples!
Verily, I read your letter which uttered your extreme love and
entire attraction to the Kingdom of God, your trust in God,
your immersing into the deep seas of the bounties of God and
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your chanting the verses of thanksgiving to God, because He
guided you to His Eternal Kingdom, manifested to you His
evident light, descended upon you a heavenly table through His
great favor, planted you in His glorious vineyard and caused
you to become manifestations of guidance among the people
and dawning-points of wisdom among the creatures.

O servants of God! Sanctify the soul and dilate the breast by
the promise your Lord gave you, that, verily, He confirms you
through the hosts of inspiration. Ye will see (the time when)
your faces shine as stars in the horizon of guidance and your
heads crowned by the crown of success in the Supreme World.

TAB.141-142

AB04708

To: Clarke, Mrs Herbert et al., in Seattle
Date: 1909 or <

O kind Lord! Grant me shelter at Thy threshold and make
me aware of Thy mysteries. Make my eyes seeing and my
ears hearing, and make my heart and soul intimate with Thy
whispered prayer.

O Lord! We are lost - guide us on the way. We are thirsty
- give us water. We are hungry - grant us the heavenly feast.
We are depressed - bestow celestial joy. We are captives of
the earthly realm - grant freedom of the divine realm. We are
attached to the world of dust - make us enamored with the
pure world. We are bound by desire and ego and self-worship -
free us from these snares and fetters. We are abject and lowly
- make us noble in Thy Kingdom of glory. We are deprived -
make us privy to mysteries. We are withered - make us fresh
and verdant through the Holy Spirit’s grace. We are cold - set
us ablaze with Thy fire of love. We are dead - grant us eternal
life.

May we receive abundant portion from the Forgiving Lord in
this age of light, may we enter the divine Kingdom, may we
seek eternal grace and find everlasting bounty. Thou art the
Giver, the Bestower, the Kind. Thou art the Forgiver, the
Radiant, the Helper.
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AB04812

To: Laura E Jones, in Zanesville, OH
Date: 1909 or <

O dear servant of God!

Observe how dear thou wert that He guided thee to the King-
dom of Light, and how near to His Threshold, that He granted
thee admission into His Court. Thou wert poor in spirit; He
led thee to the Heavenly Treasure. Thou wert in quest of il-
lumination; He enlightened thee through the rays of the Sun
of Truth. Thou wert athirst; He led thee to the Spring of Life.
Thou wert sick; He bestowed upon thee the Heavenly Remedy.

I have read thy letter and have considered its contents. Know
this: That today whoever turns to the Kingdom of the Glori-
ous God, holds communion with the Almighty One, the Om-
niscient, and lives wholly the true and good life, the doors of
progress and help will be opened unto him everywhere; such
an one will be aided, victorious and protected.

Therefore, turn to the Supreme Kingdom, forget thyself en-
tirely and remain firm in the spiritual trials, so that thou
mayest see the favors of the Kingdom and realize the heavenly
confirmation.

TAB.054-055
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AB04696

To: Arthur S Agnew
Date: 1909 or <

O thou sincere servant of the True Onel!

Thy letter caused joy to the hearts. Its meanings perfumed
the nostrils like unto a tender flower and a red rose. The heat
of thy longing was felt and thy wish to present thyself to the
blessed Threshold was recognized. Happy art thou who hast
entered this Supreme Paradise under the shadow of the Tree
of Life and hast partaken of the Heavenly Table. This Servant
hath also the utmost longing to see thee and hopeth that some
day this wish may be attained. But in these days, owing to the
sedition of these faithless ones (i. e., violators), coming to this
blessed region is (subject to) great caution. Therefore, leave it
to some other time and engaged in diffusing the lights of the
Sun of Truth.

Turn thou unto the Kingdom of Oneness and chant thou the
verses of Singleness. Be thou invested with a robe, the embroi-
dery of which is purity and sanctity and the woof and warp
of which is the spirituality of the Mighty Lord, so that thou
mayest inhale the fragrance of the divine rose-garden from the
garment of the real Joseph and so divest thyself of the mantle
of bodily things that angelhood and ideal spirituality become
realized (in thee).

TAB.123-124

AB04994

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the Love of God!

Thank thou thy revered friend and thy attracted (spiritual)
sister who hath guided thee to this right path and given thee to
drink the choice wine of knowledge from the cheerful cup. Wert
thou duly informed of this divine bounty, thou wouldst kneel
sown and prostrate thyself before her for this great gift. For,
verily, thou wert athirst and she was a clear running fountain.
Thank thou for that He hath favored thee with her meeting,
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that thou art benefited by her clouds and sought light from
her lamp. Wert thou to expend all that is in the earth, thou
wouldst not appreciate her due value. Glorified is He who hath
enabled her to illumine thine insight, to purify thy heart, to
dilate thy breast and to sanctify thy soul!

Then know thou, if thy revered husband herald the Kingdom
of God among the peoples, he would find the doors of the
Kingdom open before his face among the nations, and then his
breath would take effect within the heart of the world through
the breath of the Holy Spirit.

I beg of God to guide him unto that whereunto He hath guided
thee, and to favor him with that with which He hath favored
thee. At that time the lamps of gifts will be enkindled among
thy kinsmen and people.

Verily, thy Lord is the Beneficent, the Merciful, the Giver!
Upon ye be greeting and praise!

TAB.237-238

AB05268

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Shabistari, in Istanbul
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art yearning for the gathering-place of the Supreme
Concourse!

2 The wailing and lamentation arising from the fires of separa-
tion, deprivation and longing reached the ears of these yearning
ones, and the heart from the reflections of these regrets and
sorrows became agitated like a sacrificed bird, nearly reaching
the point of palpitation, as that bird of separation began such
a burning song on the branch of longing that it scattered the
assemblies of hearts and brought forth sighs and cries from the
gatherings of souls.

Yet a hundred thanks to the Eternal Beauty and the Sovereign
Lord that He made that nightingale of faithfulness so attracted
to the holy fragrances that in all conditions it remains focused
on the Most Glorious Kingdom and intimate with the traces
of the Supreme Heaven.
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We would summon you immediately, but since service to his
honor Afnan, the revered Aga Siyyid Ahmad, has been as-
signed to this servant, therefore your presence has been ar-
ranged for after his return.

5 And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and His mighty Testament.
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AB05269

To: Mirza Abdu’llah, in Zanjan
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art aflame with the fire of the love of God! We
hear that thou hast within thy being a blazing fire, and that
thy soul, even as the winged moth, is consumed by its flame.
Within the lamp of thy heart is cradled a bright candle, and
within the sanctuary of thy soul reigneth the Best-Beloved of
every gathering. Gracious God! What a concealed mystery is
this and what a wondrous reality: The once-cloistered Friend
hath become renowned throughout the world, and the once-
hidden Beloved hath been unveiled in every land!

That everlasting Beauty hath now ascended to the eternal
Kingdom. That Day-Star of the realm of Divine Unity is now
shrouded behind the clouds of the invisible world. Despite this,
the spreading rays of His holiness shine resplendent from the
wellspring of the hearts of those who embody His praise. And
while the mighty Ocean is concealed in the dense clouds of
the world, yet its majestic billows surge from the wellsprings
of the realm of being and are visible upon the shores of exis-
tence. Thus, while hidden, He is manifest, and though wrapt
in concealment, He standeth revealed above every horizon in
the easts and the wests of the earth.

LOTW#42
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To: Petersen, Nels Mrs et al., in Muskegon, MI
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who hast acknowledged the Kingdom of God!

I received thy letter wherein thou hast confessed the appear-
ance of the Kingdom of God at this time, declared His One-
ness and believed in His Words. Blessed art thou for this clear
confession! Thank the maid-servant of God .... for she hath
guided thee to this Path and declared to thee the Call of God.
Shouldst thou offer all the treasures of the earth to her, they
would not equal this great guidance.

Depend upon God, be sincere and sever thyself from all else
save Him. Thus thou wilt receive the teaching of God and thy
heart will be made happy. May thy tongue praise Him and thy
sight behold the light shining from the Sun of Truth.

Verily this is a rich blessing for which the saints of the past
longed. Be happy and say: “God chooses for His favors whom-
soever He willeth. He is the Merciful, the Generous!”

TAB.083-084

AB05973

Date: 1909 or <

O maid-servant of God!

Thank God for choosing thee, saving thee and granting thee
of these great blessings and glorious attainments. Verily, thy
Lord shall confirm thee in that which shall surprise the minds,
through the glowing of its love and the manifestations of the
signs of its favors. It is incumbent upon thee to be pure and
holy. It is incumbent upon thee to be severed from all else save
thy Lord. Confine thy attention and thoughts to the Cause of
thy great Lord and to diffusing His fragrances in that country.

O maid-servant of God! Commune with thy Lord, saying:

O my God! my God! Thanks be to Thee for guiding me unto
Thy Kingdom, for opening before my face the door of Thy
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guidance, enlightening my eyes with beholding Thy signs, and
filling my heart with the feelings of Thy love.

O Lord! O Lord! Make me severed from the world and void
of its conditions, attracted by the fragrances of Thy holiness
among Thy maid-servants, free in heart, happy in soul, cheerful
in mind, longing for the Kingdom of Thy Beauty, and glowing
with the fire of Thy love in the world. Thus may I enkindle
the light of guidance in the hearts of Thy servants.

Verily, Thou are the Powerful, the Bestower, the Precious, the
Mighty!

TAB.111-112

ABO05976

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Light of Guidance!

Verily, I read the signs of thy thanks to God, for He hath guided
thee unto the Path of the Kingdom, dispelled the darkness,
caused thee to enter into the light of faith, and awakened thee
to the proof and argument. This is through the grace of thy
Lord, the Merciful, who hath chosen thee for His knowledge
and hath adorned thy head with the crown of His love which
is scintillating in the apex of glory and beneficence.

Verily, I beseech the Threshold of Mercifulness to kindle the
lamp of light within thy heart, so that thy breast may thereby
be dilated and thy soul rejoiced.

Thou art present in spirit in a meeting (in Acca) in which the
gifts of God are radiating, even though thou art remote in
regard to body in the far away land.

As to thy coming here now, this is not in accord with the
wisdom revealed in the Gospels. But the time shall come and
thou wilt attain to the gifts of thy Lord. But for the present,
make thy tongue fluent in praising thy clement Lord at every
moment and time, so that thou mayest attain to all good under
the shadow of the Lord of Generosity and Beneficence.

TAB.182-183
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AB05980

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of the Deity!

Verily, I have thy clear letter, and was heartily cheered at its
elegant style, because it indicated thy sincerity in the Cause
of God, thy hearty adherence to the Word of God, and thy
service in the vineyard of God.

O thou maid-servant of God! Be tranquil and know, verily, that
indeed, the Holy Ghost in this glorious age teacheth every soul
that is sincerely faithful, firm and drawn to the Kingdom of
the Great Lord. Verily, I address thee with a heart overflowing
with the love of God.

I beg of God to ordain for thee all that which thou desirest
and grant thee the honors of meeting, and that thou mayest
be a true maid-servant, emptied of all save Him, that thou
mayest be apt in serving in his vineyard and in guiding thy
two children into His Right Path.

Indeed thou wilt see the teachings of God spread in those re-
gions by the breath of the Holy Spirit, and thou wilt discover
the fragrances of the paradise of the Kingdom.

Verily, these glad-tidings are very great for thee, and also for
the maid-servants of the Merciful One, and for the men of God
in that wide region (i.e., America).

TAB.133-134, BSC.477 #911x

AB06068

To: Muhammad Thabit Maraghihi, in Baku
Date: 1909 or <

O servant of God! Although you have left here, you are al- 4z 1y 3, &) 3 do p Al fouy (&
ways before my eyes. The purpose of your journey was that, £ » 5 o) W ae Gl spake 5 ol
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teachings. i
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2 Although this stage is very difficult and entails toil and
hardship, and severe tests may arise, yet if there is firmness
and steadfastness, and movement with pure intention, and if
one proceeds with detachment, patience, sanctity and holiness,
eternal results will be obtained and universal fruits will appear.
The heart will be attracted to the luminous Beauty and the
spirit will rejoice in the divine glad-tidings.

The papers you wrote are enclosed with this letter. Take a
copy of them and be sure to destroy the original papers - their
preservation is not permitted. Convey yearning greetings to
the divine friends.
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AB06015

To: Mary Frances Roe, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

Verily, I read thy magnificent letter, thy brilliant writing, and
found its meanings as the chanting of the verses of guidance
and its foundation based on righteousness and piety. Verily I
beseech God to make thee a sign of supplication, humbleness
and submissiveness unto God, so that thou mayest commune
with thy Lord, in the gloomy hours of night and in the morn
and eve while being enkindled with the fire of the love of God,
attracted to His fragrances of holiness, strengthened by His
Spirit, speaking His praise and bowing down before His Thresh-
old of Sanctity. Verily, He is the Assister, the Beneficent!

Then know thou that, verily, the hosts of confirmation from
the Kingdom of God will assist every soul who is severed from
aught else save God, is associated with commemoration of God
and is rejoiced at the glad-tidings of God. Cut thyself from
this world and rely on the Supreme Concourse, so that thou
mayest hear the call from the Lofty Apex and thy face may
become illumined with a light shining forth from the Kingdom
of El-ABHA.

TAB.075
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AB06348

To: Muhammad Qassab, in Tabriz
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Jinab-i-Mirza
Haydar-‘Ali opened his tongue in praise of you and requested
the writing of this letter, saying that Jinab-i-Qassab has be-
come attracted to the Lord of Lords and enkindled with the
fire of the love of God - meaning that the Qassab has become
worthy of address.

I too became delighted by this praise and was made happy
by this writing. I ask of God that you may become as you
yourself wish and become the manifestation of this verse: “I
created thee pure from every fault, as though thou wert created
as thou desirest.”

Convey my greetings and praise to Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Rida.
There is firm hope that he will arise in divine good-pleasure,
stir up enthusiasm and ecstasy, and scatter musk and
ambergris upon the nostrils of spiritual ones.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06531

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art afflicted by a visitation by which thine eyes
are overflowing with tears!

Be not grieved and afflicted for this calamity which hath be-
fallen thee; nay, rather, rejoice that God hath favored (thy
babe) with His heavenly gifts. Truly, I say unto thee, wert
thou informed of that felicity which thy babe hath attained
in the worlds of God, thy breast would be dilated and thy
soul would be purified. Truly, I say unto thee, thy child will
be fostered from the breast of the gift of God in the Exalted
Kingdom and will be nursed in the bosom of mercy in the
Supreme World of God. Therefore, be filled with delight, for
the favor of thy Lord is very great!
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I beg of God to pour on thee becoming patience, so that thy
heart may be consoled with the fragrance of His mercy and that
thy breast may be dilated with His favors, that thou mayest
attain to the spiritual states which are lasting forever and ever.

Thou oughtest to bear it with becoming patience. Again, thou
oughtest to patiently bear this calamity which hath flowed
thine eyes with tears and hath greatly afflicted thee.

TAB.139-140

AB06538

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art turning unto the Kingdom of God, and looking
unto the Day-spring of the lights of God!

I, with the utmost joy and cheerfulness, have perused the con-
tents of thy letter, which shows thy faith in God, thy assurance
in the Kingdom of God, the gladness of thy breast in hearing
the voice of God and the adherence of thy heart to the word
of God.

O servant of God! rejoice through the glad-tidings of God, be
happy by the wafting of the fragrance of God, and cling to
the Kingdom of God in such wise that it makes thee separate
thyself from the world and kindle in thy heart the fire of the
love of God to such an extent that any one who approaches
thee will feel its warmth; and if thou desirest to attain to this
station, thou shouldst turn thyself wholly unto God. Perhaps
an illumination will descend upon thee by which the fragrances
of God will be diffused throughout those regions and districts
and thou wilt be a lamp of guidance from which the lights of
knowledge will emanate and spread in those far counties and
distant lands.

TAB.113-114
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AB06539

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Fragrances of God!

Know thou that the heart of Abdul-Baha is overflowing with
great love for thee, and verily he is night and day invoking
and beseeching the Kingdom of God that He may make thee
a sign of His mercy among His creatures, a cause of love and
harmony and a means of hinging [or a pivot for]| every good
among the people of all regions, and to make thee announce
to the people the opening of the door of the Kingdom. “Verily
God will appropriate His mercy unto whom He pleaseth.”

O thou servant of God! Turn thy face thoroughly unto God,
so that He may make thee to show forth the Greatest Gift and
make thee to be a source of those signs which may prove thy
proper relationship unto God and the joy of thy heart, through
the fragrances of the Holy Spirit, in every moment and instant.

Be thou sure that, verily, thy deceased child is now one of those
babes who are suckled in the Kingdom of Life, under the charge
of the Beauty of EI-ABHA. “Verily, God confirmeth who He

wisheth!”
TAB.136-137x
ABO7017

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art patient and resigning thyself to the judgement
(of God)!

Be not grieved at the calamity which hath unexpectedly come
upon thee and for the misfortune which heavily weigheth upon
thee. It behooveth one like thee to endure every trial, to be
pleased with the decree and to commit all thy affairs to God,
so that thou mayest be a calm, approved and pleasing soul
before God. Know thou, that thy beloved son hath soared,
with the wing of soul, up to the loftiest height which is never-
ending in the Kingdom of God. Rejoice at this great prosperity
which the chosen ones were longingly asking from the Holy and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 69


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA136

Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV

ABO07019

Exalted Threshold (of God). Truly, I say unto thee, wert thou
informed of the position in which is thy son, thy face would
be illuminated by the lights of happiness and thou wouldst
thank thy forgiving Lord therefor and thou wouldst long for
ascending to that praiseworthy position.

TAB.086

ABO07019

To: Mary Frances Roe, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art agitated as oceans by the winds blown from
the direction of the Kingdom of God!

Verily I read thy wonderful letter, declaring the grandeur of
thy nature and the excess of thy love and thine attaining the
knowledge of God. Verily its contents were as spiritual mean-
ings poured forth from a heart throbbing by the spirit of the
love of God. I beseech God to confer on thee, and on thy no-
ble husband, a perfect favor from His Supreme Kingdom, until
your faces may sparkle by its light, among the creatures, and
by which the fame of your love in God may be renowned among
the horizons.

By my life, this is a favor for which the angels of heaven and the
spirits of the holy ones are longing in the Supreme World. And
(I beg God) to prepare for you your greatest desire-that is, the
attaining (the visit to) the blessed, perfumed, amber-scented
Tomb, diffused in all horizons.

TAB.074-075
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AB07126

Date: 1909 or <

O thou dear maid-servant of God!

Thy letter was read and I am very happy that thou art active
and full of life through the spirit of Life and that thou art firm
and steadfast in this great Cause.

To enter the Kingdom is easy, but to remain firm and constant
is difficult. The planting of trees is easy, but their cultivation
and training to strengthen their roots and to make them firm
is difficult. Now, as thou art a firm tree, thou shalt certainly
grow and send out branches, leaves and blossoms and bear
fruits.

These branches, leaves, blossoms and fruits are the souls who
may be guided, through the providence of God, by thee. There-
fore, thou art confirmed and strengthened.

Some of the friends intended to visit the Holy Land, but hin-
drances prevented them and they have deferred their coming.
You should also remain with your mother and serve her until
a suitable time arrives.

Give my greetings and praise to my spiritual friend [thy hus-
band] and gladden him with the joyful tidings of God; also,
give the same to the friends of God and His maid-servants.

TAB.105

ABO07128

Date: 1909 or <

O thou spiritual friend!

Verily, I was informed of the contents of thy letter and in-
creased gratitude unto God, for that He hath granted the
friends clear consciences, pure and holy hearts, attraction unto
the Kingdom of God, enkindlement by the fire of the love and
humbleness to God.

Glad-tidings unto ye for this abundant blessing, sufficient boun-
ties, wide mercy, glorious appearances; therefore, be united in
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hearts and spirits, strive so that ye may obtain the great fa-
vors, attain to the overflowing chalice, perform charity (good
deeds), gain the spirit of life, attracted by the fragrance and
depend on the Lord of Signs. At that time your faces will be
illumined, your souls holy, your hearts severed from this world
and attached to the Supreme Concourse, and you will call out
with the most loud voice: “Glad-tidings unto us through these
divine favors and blessed are we by this heavenly guidance!”

I was glad in heart when I saw thy likeness in the photograph
and looked at the resemblance like the reality of thy identity
and thanked God witnessing the light of God in thy beautiful
face.

TAB.066-067

ABO07141

Date: 1909 or <

O thou servant of God!

Thy letter was received. Thou hast spoken concerning thy
lack of ability and capacity. Wert thou without ability and
capacity, thou wouldst not have advanced toward the Kingdom
of ABHA.

Consider how there are thousands of heedless souls who are
asleep, while there is one who is conscious and awake! Even
a His Holiness Christ has said, the friends of God are the salt
of the earth, and the salt is but a little part of the whole. Un-
doubtedly the friends of God have been endowed with ability
and capacity, on which account they became of the “chosen”
and not of the “called.”

O thou spiritual friend! This world is a prison for heavenly
souls, and this earthly world is but a cage, and not a nest,
unto the divine birds. A prisoner who is awake and conscious
will certainly seek for freedom, and mindful bird will certainly
wish for deliverance from the cage. When the heart becometh
free from attachment unto this world, it will crave for the world
of the Kingdom and seek for eternal life.

TAB.109
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AB07145

Date: 1909 or <

O thou dazzling gem by the light of the love of God!

Verily I read thy beautiful, elegant and expressive letter which
informed [me] of thine extreme love for God, which (love) im-
presseth the souls and dilateth the breasts and which causeth
thy heart to become filled with the knowledge of God and over-
flow with the favor of God.

I ask God to make thee a sign of mercy and an exemplar of
servitude to the Sublime Threshold.

Thank God for saving thee from baseness, trouble, selfishness
and death, and [that He] took away the veil from before thine
eyes, manifested unto thee the Beauty of EI-ABHA, granted
thee healing, planted in thy heart the seed of love and thereby
chose thee from among the maid-servants. Therefore, endeavor
so that thou dedicate (thyself) entirely to God; no thought or
mention should remain in thee save the name of thy Supreme
Lord. Endeavor so that those countries become illumined by
the light of the gift of God.

Embrace the light of thine eyes (thy son) on my behalf in the
Kingdom of God.

TAB.236-237

ABO07720

To: Goodall, Henry L et al., in California
Date: 1909 or <

O ye two doves, flying in the verdant Gardens of the Kingdom!

Thank ye your Lord for that by reason of which He hath guided
you into the Path of Safety, led you unto the Fountain of Life,
turned your faces unto the Lord of the evident Signs, and bap-
tized you with the Water of Life, and the everlasting spirit of
safety, in this new and glorious century.

Your pictures came to the presence of the servant of God, who
is supplicating to His Kingdom that He may cause to descend
upon you the heavenly blessings. He was rejoiced by seeing
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your likenesses, for his spirit is attached to the Spirit. And from
the flowers, which were enclosed in your note, he has smelled
the scent of the gardens of your hearts, which are ornamented
by the flowers of faith and assurance; and I ask God to continue
sending upon you the gifts of His merciful benevolence at all
times.

TAB.188

ABO07155

To: Ora C Taylor, in Cincinnati
Date: 1909 or <

Rejoice, O maid-servant of God, for that thou hast known
God and heard His call and art attracted to His breaths! Then
prostrate thyself and kneel down before the gracious Lord, in
His greatest Kingdom, and say:

O Lord, my Lord! I praise Thee and thank Thee for the favour
Thou hast bestowed upon this feeble handmaiden of Thine,
Thy maidservant who is supplicating and praying fervently to
Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast guided her unto Thy Straight
Path, led her to Thy luminous Kingdom, inclined her ears to
Thy most sublime Call in the midmost heart of the world, and
unveiled to her eyes Thy signs which testify to the revelation
of Thy supreme dominion over all things.

O my Lord! I dedicate that which is in my womb to Thee.
Grant that this child may be praised in Thy Kingdom, may be
blessed by Thy grace and bounty, and may grow and develop
within the stronghold of Thine education. Verily, Thou art the
Most Generous, the Lord of grace abounding.

BRL
p-101x

APAB#22x, BPRY.249-250x, TAB.139, BSC.427 #771x, SW_ v09#09
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AB07223

To: Rachel Halloran, in Cincinnati
Date: 1909 or <

O thou sign of the Love of God!

Be rejoiced that thou hast held the cup of providence in thy
hand and drunk the choice wine of guidance, opened thine eye
and witnessed the lights of the Kingdom, unstopped thine ear
and heard the voice of the Lord of Hosts.

Be not grieved at the death of thy dear daughter. This divine
bird flew away to the rose-garden of the Merciful and that
plant of humanity hastened to the garden of the Kingdom of El-
ABHA. That drop returned to the Most Great Sea and that ray
betook herself to the Most Great Orb. Be happy and thankful
because thou wilt see her face shining in the divine Kingdom
and wilt find her as a lamp amid an assembly in the spiritual
heaven.

TAB.179, BSTW#043b

ABO07733

To: Magnus Poulsen, in Racine, WI
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who hast acknowledged the Kingdom of God! T re-
ceived thy letter and considered its wonderful expressions and
found therein facts which show thine approach toward God,
thy passionate love of the Beauty of God, thy cheerfulness in
the Cause of God and thy turning unto the Center of the Tes-
tament, for that thou art brightened through the light of the
effulgence.

Then praise God for that He hath made thee to show the light
of guidance, to lay hold on the hem of the robe of greatness
and to be attracted by the breaths of the Supreme Concourse.

This is a matter which will satisfy thee from aught else save
God and make thee above all needs and will cause thee to
acquire an immortal wealth.
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Then thank God for this heavenly bounty on which the life of
spirit depends entirely in all the worlds.

TAB.079

AB07342

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The bylaws of the charitable society are acceptable and ap-
proved, and the society may add whatever it wishes, or when
the time comes that changes and modifications to some articles
of the bylaws become necessary and essential according to the
requirements of the time, the society is authorized to do so.

I hope that this charitable group will be assisted by the con-
firmation of the Abha Kingdom, and that this society will be-
come the origin and foundation for other societies throughout
successive centuries and ages.

And the first endeavor and effort of the society should be the
diffusion of the divine fragrances, for this is today the greatest
of all affairs. And when the society serves this purpose as it
should and must, it will surely be assisted.
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AB07590

To: Aqa Ali brother of Aqa Mihdi
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art firm in the Beauty of the Promised One! My
honored brother has attained the circumambulating spot of
the concourse of those brought nigh, and my honored father
dwells in the vicinity of the Mercy unto all the worlds. Both
have attained and achieved every bounty.
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2 Divine confirmation was their companion and guide, for my
honored father endured these severe tribulations in the path of
Truth, tasted the poison of persecution, was immersed in every
sea of trials, and finally reached the threshold of His Holiness.
Blessed is he, again blessed is he!

We sent our honored brother to those regions due to his occu-
pation. And upon thee be glory, and upon all who are firm in
God’s Covenant and Testament.
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ABO7837

To: Mary Stockard
Date: 1909 or <

O maid-servant of God! Thank God, thy faith increased and
thou didst become attached to the Kingdom of the Merciful.
Endeavor and supplicate and pray God that, day unto day, thy
firmness and steadfastness may grow and that thy countenance
may radiate through the light of guidance. Thus shalt thou
stand solid as an iron mountain. For firmness attracts the
bounty of God and steadfastness is a magnet to receive His
strength.

Pray thou God for this (attainment), and I will pray to Him
to awaken the two people that they may avoid alcoholic drinks.
Hypnotism hath a weak influence over bodies, but hath no
result. But the power of the Kingdom of God is great. If thou
canst, endeavor to obtain a share of that power.

I ask God to help [thy son] in attaining faith and assurance
and in directing himself to the desired One. Although young,
he shall attain maturity. May the love of God take root in his
heart from his youthful age.

TAB.168-169, LOG#0976x, BSC.488 #938x
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ABO07170

Date: 1909 or <

O my God! O my God!

This is a servant who hath ascended to the Kingdom of Thy
Mercifulness; supplicated to the realm of Thy Might and Sin-
gleness; is rejoiced at the appearance of Thy Kingdom; the
effulgence of Thy lights and the spread of Thy signs. He hath
believed in Thy Verses, been overtaken with the ecstasy of Thy
love and with the cheer of Thy affection, until his soul craved
to behold Thy Beauty—and could not (or was unable to ) en-
dure the grief and violence of the fire of separation, hastened
unto the Supreme Friend and betook himself to Thy Threshold
of Holiness at the visiting places of grandeur!

O my Lord! Suffer him to abide in a blessed abode and cause
him to enter into a retreat of faithfulness and favor him to
everlastingly dwell in the heavenly paradise, the precinct of
meeting in the shelter of Thy great mercy!

Verily, thou art the Beneficent, the Merciful, the Powerful, the
Forgiving, the Mighty, the Bestower!

TAB.229-230

ABO07816

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art submissive and humble before the Holy Thresh-
old! Know thou, verily, submissiveness is the good quality of
the maid-servants of God, and humility is the character of the
God-fearing leaves who have sprung forth from the Tree of
Mercifulness.

Thou oughtest to be characterized with these, that thou mayest
be an example for the maid-servants of the Merciful and a
leader of the leaves who are moved by the winds of the love
of God. Abandon the concerns of mankind and be naturalized
with the attributes of the angels of the Supreme Concourse,
because these angels humble themselves to the lowest thing of
the things despite their honor, glory, the loftiness of station
and the greatness of their might. This is seemly to the faithful
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women and an honor for those women who are surely believing
in God! This is the consolation of the heart of the God-fearing
women, and this is a tranquility to the soul of those women
who are attracted to the fragrances of the Lord of Signs!

TAB.077

AB07820

Date: 1909 or <

O thou candle shining by the light of the Love of God! That
which thou hast inscribed and conceived of in thy mind was
manifest and clear. The contents indicate spiritual signs and
the meanings were like unto a sweet chalice. I trust in God that
thy pure mind may become reflective of light; thus thou mayest
become prepared for the divine manifestation and attract the
light of guidance from the Heavenly Star.

O servant of God! Through the power of God’s love the weak
become mighty, the poor become rich, the little bird becomes
a great eagle soaring on the ethereal wave, the tiny plant grows
into a great palm tree.

O servant of God! Trials and tests are severe. If thou seekest
progress and advancement in the Kingdom, remain firm and
withstand. When it is possible for thee to visit this land in all
fragrance and spirituality, thou art permitted to come.

If thou canst help the up-building of the Mashrak-el-Azcar in
Chicago, it will be most acceptable.

TAB.063-064
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AB11966

To: Mashhadi Iskandar Gangjihi, in Baku
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art firm in the signs of God! Alexander of Greece
sought kingship and sovereignty and world conquest in this
mortal realm, and in the end it became manifest loss and great
harm and severe regret. Therefore seek not what he sought,
and walk not in his path of conduct. Rather, open the world
of meanings and seek sovereignty in the Merciful Kingdom and
know true human greatness and glory in the divine world. This
earthly world is very dark and narrow, and its people without
name or honor, and their hearts like flint and stone.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB08356

To: Mary A Woodworth, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou blooming rose in the garden of the Love of God! Verily,
the heavenly angels address thee from the Supreme Horizon,
saying: “O maid-servant of God! Be rejoiced for God hath
chosen thee for His love and sheltered thee under the shade of
His Kingdom, the lights of which shone forth, the signs of which
were manifested, the mysteries of which were unfolded, the
fragrance of which emanated, the waves of which surged, the
causes of which were promulgated, the suns of which appeared,
the moons of which shone and the stars of which sparkled.”

Therefore, praise God for that He honored thee with presence
in this great century and new cycle and caused thee to attain
this new bounty. I ask God to send down upon thee a blessing
and upon thy family a favor from His Kingdom.

TAB.0O71
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To: Sidney Ranks Fint, in Walla Walla, WA

Date: 1909 or <

O thou plant of the garden of the love of God! & it FLdi !

Thy letter was received; its contents were of the utmost grace
and sweetness. Thou hast turned thy face toward the Supreme
Kingdom, and I hope thou wilt be a joy and a comfort to
thy brother and sister. Although thou art small, yet I hope
thou wilt become great in the Kingdom. His Highness Christ
says: “Happy is the condition of the children.” God willing,
thou shalt be one of these children. Be obedient and kind to
father and mother, caressing brother and sister, and day by
day adding to thy faith and assurance.
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ABO08230

To: Agqa Muhammad Aga Milani
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of divine knowl-
edge!

In the world of existence, whatsoever man desireth deserveth
no attachment, for in truth it is a mirage and not water, smoke
and not roast meat, waves of vain imaginings and hosts of idle
fancies. Only walking in the divine path and treading the way
of the good-pleasure of the All-Merciful - this is the hidden
jewel and treasured pearl, the eternal gift and divine bestowal.

Therefore, beseech thou God that thou mayest be assisted with
this bounty and confirmed with this bestowal. And the Glory
be upon thee and upon every soul firm and steadfast in God’s
Covenant and Testament.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O e Olmiy Cloe (6!

.\a‘w \)é@'-\iu‘,)‘)Tdu\ A%Tbﬁj eb)b b
29 9 U\J.i/ 4 C.,wf‘ U\j"" g",-w: - 4{ 49'
e N I e
9 U9 & 2 }w%’,.w\ ﬁ));in A o) dl.?)
by Famie y Sl 48l o s
)dzfc,:ho i«tlid;)“{°‘}g'.‘~“’}\uﬂi 3
S K e s KoLl s Conse b a5
Sl 1 s o 2,

INBA13:020b

81


https://books.google.com/books?id=5R0qAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA551
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2023/06/allaho_abha_letters_of_abdul-baha_to_children.pdf
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v013/?page=10

V]

Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV

ABO08378

AB08027

To: Haji Husayn Milani son of Haji Muhammad Bagir
Date: 1909 or <

O flame of the love of God! Should the fire of divine love
blaze forth with intense flame in the heart of the horizons, the
structure of the world would be transformed, and the human
temple would become the manifestation of the beauty and glory
of the Living, the Self-Subsisting.

Darkness would be turned to light, and diseases would be
changed to healing. Dangers would become the path of de-
liverance. The Most Great Ocean would surge, and the reality
of stillness and silence would be moved to tumult.

The Herald of the Unseen would, at every moment, raise the
call of praise, and the angels of the highest heaven would suc-
cessively send their confirmations. The kingdom of earth would
become the heaven of might. The Abha Paradise would lift the
veil from the Maiden of Supreme Felicity.

And glory be upon thee.
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ABO08378

To: Harry Dotty
Date: 1909 or <

O spiritual child and luminous youth! I have read your won-
drous letter with its subtle meanings, and my heart was glad-
dened by its contents which indicated your abundant longing,
intense love, and the luminosity of your heart.

I beseech God to strengthen you with His Holy Spirit, to cause
you to speak His praise, to expand your breast through the
mysteries of His Kingdom and the recitation of His Tablets, so
that you may grow and develop as a fresh and verdant tree
from the outpouring of God’s bounty in the Abha Paradise.
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I was deeply delighted to see your photograph, wherein the
light of the love of God shines resplendent from your wondrous
face. Upon you be the name of God, O beautiful child!

LABC.009
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ABO08455

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art partaking of the Heavenly Food!

Know thou verily the Divine Food is descending from heaven,
but only those taste thereof who are directed to the light of
guidance, and only those can enjoy it who are endowed with
a sound taste. Otherwise every diseased soul disliketh the de-
licious and merciful food and this is because of the sickness
which hath seized him, whereby the El-Zekkum is sweet (to
his taste) while he fleeth from the ripe fruit of the Tree of the
Living and Pre-existent God—and there is no wonder in that.

In a similar way, thou beholdest some women who have aban-
doned the Testament, and to them the bitterness of discord is
sweet. They keep aloof from the Extended Shadow and dwell
under the shade of a “black smoke.” Alas for them and grief
for them! They will surely lament and find themselves in loss.
Verily, this is but an evident truth!

TAB.130-131

AB08456

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of God!

Verily, I was rejoiced when I read thy excellent letter, which
portrayed a spiritual attraction and a rejoicing at the (news)
of the merciful Kingdom!
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AB12570

Know thou verily, the hand of divine Providence hath attracted
thee to the Throne of the Kingdom, and the divine glad-tidings
hath caused such joy and happiness in thee, that thou hast re-
moved the covering and lifted the veiling from the Countenance
of the Divine Beauty, beheld the Brilliant Face through thine
insight, and became cognizant of the mysteries of purity and
sanctity in this divine Cause!

Now, with a heart overflowing with the love of God, supplicate
to God with all joy, and thank thou God for this guidance and
this high gift. And know thou, that verily, the vanguards of
the gifts of thy Lord shall overtake thee from all sides when
thy feet become firm in the Path.

TAB.182

AB12570

Date: 1909 or <

O thou hyacinth of the Spiritual Garden!

...Mayest thou grow and develop in the meadow of graces and
become green and verdant in the orchard of understanding; in
the Garden of Oneness mayest thou become the incomparable
tree and the flower of the Court of Unity. Mayest thou be as
a lighted candle in the meeting of the spiritual ones and the
splendor of the meeting of the friends.

O my Lord, assist this child to be developed in the garden
of Thy love. Verily thou art the Merciful, the Clement, the
Compassionate.

Upon thee be Baha!

LABC.014x
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AB08999

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art tested with a great calamity! Be not grieved
nor troubled because of the loss which hath befallen thee—a loss
which caused the tears to flow, sighs to be produced, sorrow to
exist and hearts to burn in great agony; but know, this hath
reference only to the physical body, and if thou considerest this
matter with a discerning and intelligent eye, thou wilt find that
it hath no power whatsoever, for separation belongeth to the
characteristics of the body.

But concerning the spirit, know that thy pure son shall be with
thee in the Kingdom of God and thou shalt witness his smil-
ing face, illumined brow, handsome spirit and real happiness.
Accordingly, thou wilt then be comforted and thank God for
His favor upon thee.

TAB.085-086

AB08998

To: Edna True, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art turning unto God! Thy letter was an inher-
itance of joy and happiness unto me, for its significance was
a supplication and an entreaty unto God to make thee a pure
servant, exempt from all material desires, sanctified and sev-
ered from all save God, that thou mayest be characterized with
the attributes of the heavenly angels, cleansed from all desires
and earthly wishes, with thy heart severed from all save the
knowledge of the divine teachings.

Verily, I pray God to nourish thee upon the breast of bounty
and rear thee in such a manner that all men of learning shall
be amazed, and to make thee a miracle of guidance among the
servants.

TAB.084-085
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AB09021

To: Henry L Goodall, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted to the Bounty of EI-ABHA!

Verily, I have read thine excellent message, which announced
thy praise to thy Supreme Lord, and I have understood thine
effort and endeavor in spreading the perfume of guidance and
propagating the Supreme Word!

Verily, I implore God to keep thee and thy wife steadfast in
such service with which both of your faces may shine in the
Concourse of EI-ABHA!

Indeed, this is the treasure of the Kingdom, which (treasure)
ceaseth not; and I beg of Him to cause you (both) to be in no
need of the false beauty of the world and to be as two rising
stars in the horizon of existence!

TAB.188-189

ABO08987

To: Mary A Lesch, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art perfumed by the breaths of God’s love!

I have read thy letter and have supplicated unto God that
He may accept thee into His Kingdom, make thee worthy to
be called a child of the Kingdom, and render thee firm as
mighty mountains in God’s Covenant, and a herald of His
Great Covenant which He hath established through a trace of
His Supreme Pen with the dwellers of the heavens and earth,
until thou mayest be confirmed to diffuse the fragrance of ho-
liness throughout those regions and climes.

And upon thee be the Glory.

TAB.052
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AB08992

To: Marie A Watson, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art rejoiced at the Kingdom of God! The letter
indicating thy great wish to be a maid-servant of the Cause of
God in His wonderful and excellent vineyard, was received.

Thank thou God that He hath removed the veil and hath man-
ifested unto thee the reality of things until thou hast appre-
hended that, verily, the world and all of its concerns are but
confused dreams and of non-duration.

Verily I beg of God to grant thy greatest wishes and bestow
upon thee the good of this world and the world to come. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.220

AB08997

To: Sarah Etta Sargent, in Washington, DC
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art advancing toward God!

Verily, I received thy letter, which showed that thou hast
turned unto the Kingdom of God and advanced toward the
Beauty of EI-ABHA. Verily, thy Lord hath chosen thee for
His love, elected thee for His knowledge and selected thee for
entering the Paradise of EIF-ABHA, so that thou mayest attain
to the mightiest bliss and greatest honor: It is no other than
the Light which is shining upon hearts and sights and the
Spirit which is thrilling and glowing within veins and nerves!

Verily, thou hast attained thereto, for thou hast acknowledged
the Oneness of God and His Singleness, and turned unto His
Face, the lights of which are shining from the horizon of the
unseen, upon all regions!

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.227

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 87


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA220
https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA227

Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV AB09065

AB08490

To: Edith De Bons Mackaye
Date: 1909 or <

O my God, my God! I am a servant attracted to Thee, humbly
coming to the door of Thy Oneness and addressing the king-
dom of Thy mercy. Yes, my God, permit that I should be
entirely Thine, occupied in thinking of Thee, inflamed by the
fire of Thy love and separated from all except Thee, so that
I may work in Thy Cause, spread Thy wisdom, transmit Thy
knowledge and the joy of knowing Thee.

Yes, my God, I am a flame lighted by the hand of Thy power.
Do not permit that it be extinguished by the winds of trials.
Increase my love for Thee, my ardor for the Beauty of Thy
Oneness, the fire that burneth in me in the Sinai of Thy Sin-
gleness, and the eternal life in me, through Thy bounty and
grace; for Thou art the Protector, the Watcher, the Pitiful and
the Merciful!

TAB.181, BSC.429 #778, DWN_ v5#06 p.002

AB09065

To: Kathryn Frankland
Date: 1909 or <

O thou maid-servant of God! It is incumbent upon thee to turn
thyself wholly to the Kingdom of God, to sever thyself from
aught else but Him, to be filled by the love of God, to put
on the garment of sanctity and continence which is free from
worldly conditions, to become transfigured in the mantle of the
gifts of the Kingdom of God and to be a great sign among the
maid-servants of God; that the Supreme Concourse may send
out through thee a fragrance by which hearts may be cheered
and spirits rested.

Give this Truth to every pliable soul that thou mayest deem
ready to hearken unto the voice of God; for this is better unto
thee than the earth and all that is thereupon.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.233-234
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AB09111

AB08986

To: Margaret Harris
Date: 1909 or <

O thou verdant myrtle planted in the Paradise of Sanctity!

The senses of the people of Baha are assuredly perfumed
through the pure fragrance exhaled from the Garden of thine
heart. Verily, I read those beautiful words traced by thy pen
and asked God to make thee a sign of the Signs of His Power
amongst His girls, to cause thee to be an emblem of this great
Century, to strengthen thee in speech and explanation, to
make thee attain the visit of the Holy Threshold and to enable
thy father and mother in whatever conduces to salvation and
life until the eternity of the eternities and El-Baha be upon
thee.

LABC.012
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ABO09111

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art attracted by the Word of God! Verily, I read
thy letter which contained new significances. I ask God to
make thee a new creature so that the lights of human perfec-
tions may shine through thee and to make thee kind hearted
unto all human beings so that thou mayest be a mercy unto
souls, absolute goodness to all, a sign of kindness, a word of
tenderness. Verily, thy Lord is the Mighty, the Powerful!

He reviveth whomsoever He wisheth by the spirit of righ-
teousness and granteth unto whom He wisheth great bounty,
guideth whom He wisheth unto the path of life and confirmeth
whom He desireth in attaining the Kingdom of God.

As to thee, be confident in the mercy of thy Lord, and ask
what thou desirest. Verily, God is the Generous, the Giver!

TAB.050
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AB09119

Date: 1909 or <

O thou whose heart is soaring in the sky of the love of God!

Praise be unto Him whose light hath risen, whose appearance
hath become exalted, whose signs are promulgated and whose
evidences are fulfilled. The tongue of the realities of all things
hath uttered: “Glory be to my God, the EI-BAHA!” Thanks
for His manifest Beauty and for His Great Splendor!—for He
hath quickened mankind with the spirit of guidance and hath
rendered clear the White Path of Gifts, through the arguments
which are brilliant and clear to the hearts of the intelligent,
and whereby these hearts are moved, enlightened, illuminated
and become cognizant of the Mighty Message in this Manifest
Day of the Manifestation of the Honorable Station when the
mystery of existence flows just as do the souls in the bodies.

TAB.078, BSC.427 #770

AB09124

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art advancing unto God! Praise God that He
guided thee to the Path of His Kingdom, blessed thee with the
word of holiness, and illumined thy heart with a light shining
in the lofty Kingdom.

O maid-servant of God! Every star hath a setting, but the star
of the knowledge of God in the divine heaven; every light shall
darken save the light of the guidance of God; every dignity shall
vanish away save the glory under the shadow of the Word of
God.

Verily, I pray God to make thee firm in this Path; to cause thee
to enter the Ark of Safety; and to strengthen thee in becoming
humble and meek to the maid-servants of the Merciful, and in
overcoming self and passion through the power from God.

TAB.128-129
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AB09637

To: Mary A Lesch, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou believer in the oneness of God! Know thou that noth-
ing profiteth a soul save the love of the All-Merciful, nothing
lighteth up a heart save the splendour that shineth from the
realm of the Lord.

Forsake thou every other concern, let oblivion overtake the
memory of all else. Confine thy thoughts to whatever will lift
up the human soul to the Paradise of heavenly grace, and make
every bird of the Kingdom wing its way unto the Supreme Hori-
zon, the central point of everlasting honour in this contingent
world.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09392

To: Kolinson, Elenora (Robinson), in Cincinnati
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art quickened by the Divine Fragrances! I con-
sidered thy letter. Its expression was wonderful and indicated
the brilliancy of thy heart and conscience. Be hopeful of the
mercy of the Lord of Creation, whose grace is infinite and the
sea of whose gift is boundless. I beg of the abundant favor of
that Ancient Lord, that thou mayest decorate thy spiritual re-
ality (being) with human perfections, be endowed with a new
life, keep steadfast in the Covenant, diffuse the fragrances (i.e.,
teach the Truth) and deliver the Cause of God.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.169-170
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AB09697

To: Arthur S Agnew
Date: 1909 or <

O thou at whose mention I am rejoiced! By God, the True
One, verily pure hearts are as clear and brilliant mirrors which
imprint the one on the other, and hearts discover the secrets of
hearts. Therefore, they chant the verses of longing and recite
the odes of glorification and praise. Consequently, the recourse
is to pages of hearts, not pages filled with written lines.

Give my greetings to thy revered wife and announce to her the
glad-tidings of a gift from God; and I beg of God to make her
a spark from out the fire of His love. Verily He is the Powerful,
the Mighty!

TAB.121, BSC.477 #910x

AB09458

To: Bilgays Davudi
Date: 1909 or <

| O cherished handmaiden of the Blessed Beauty! The sweetness 4l oz &M Sl Jlas 5, xS &l
of the love of God was delicious to your taste, for it stirred up 156! Gyt s s s sy dd S8l s
fervor in your heart and gave you strength of heart. It was _. S ™ 4; e sakle sl IS c);; 3
heavenly sustenance that became the cause of eternal life. Well ks K ’m X5 f 4; Al ol
done, and may it be wholesome to you!

2 This sustenance is the remedy for every ill and the spiritual = Jl-, Q;S 3 Sl 3y Oleys okl o
strength of heart and soul. I hope that day by day you will s o) ) 3ay 3ay & (.J\)_x:p\ Ol s Js

partake more abundantly of this heavenly blessing. G dals fzw Gl
3 And upon you be greetings and praise. S r 4..>:J\ Sy
PYB#045-046 p.17, IDAB.23
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AB09649

To: Carl Mr Anderson
Date: 1909 or <

O spiritual youth and illumined son! Arise, turning thy face
toward the divine horizon, supplicating to the heavenly King-
dom, submitting and humbling thyself before the divine Om-
nipotence. With a detached heart, an attracted spirit, and
an enkindled soul, burning with the fire that was ignited on
Mount Sinai, seek the outpourings of the Spirit from all direc-
tions. Verily I say unto thee, the mysteries of the divine Spirit
will be unveiled to thee, thy radiant heart will be stirred, and
thou wilt say: “Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!”

LABC.006
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AB09275

To: Dhikr Ali Milani
Date: 1909 or <

O my dearly loved one! The Sun of Truth hath risen from
the dawning-place of hopes and aspirations, shining forth from
the Dayspring of Glory and beaming with the most beauteous
splendor. Shedding its effulgent rays upon the East and the
West, the North and the South, and all the horizons and regions
of the world, it hath, through its bounteous grace, nurtured the
realities of all created things, making this world the envy of the
highest paradise and this realm of possibility the dawning-place
of the Supreme Heaven.

Glad tidings be unto you! May your eyes be illumined! May
your countenances be radiant! May your words bestow new
life upon the body of the world.

You have permission to visit the Blessed Shrine.
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AB09624

To: Edna Schroeder

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art imploring God! I was indeed acquainted with

the great misfortunes and afflictions which have befallen thee,

but I hope that through the bounty of thy Lord, He may or-

dain unto thee heavenly fragrance and spirituality, attractive

and internal perceptions and incorporeal susceptibilities; that

He may grant thee strength after weakness, give thee rest af-

ter trouble, bring thee nigh to Him, and make thee a sign of

His love among all His maid-servants, and forgive thy father,

mother, brother and grandfather their sins. Verily, He is the

Pardoner, the Forgiver.

TAB.114

AB09592

To: Huma Khanum

Date: 1909 or <

O thou leaf on the tree of faith! aBge gy gl

Homa, the legendary bird of paradise, was adorned with wings
and feathers of the utmost beauty but its wings were broken
and its feathers lost at the first assault of its enemies. Thou
however, shouldst be a veritable bird of Paradise and grow
wings that are invincible to insult and feathers which are un-
affected by vicissitudes. Such rare plumage is none other than
true sanctity and holiness. Be thou like the peacock of the
All-Highest Paradise.
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AB09628

To: Mamie Agnew
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art advanced towards God! Verily I implore God
to cause thee to be a sign of the book of Genesis, declaring His
mentionings and His praise among the creatures, with brilliant
face, smiling mouth, dilated breast and rejoiced heart, for the
manifestation of His evident glory and the appearance of His
illumining Beauty from that wonderful horizon.

Surely a day will come when all thy desires will be attained
and God will answer all that which thou hast prayed for in
thine heart, and I beg of Him to make all that which thou hast
longed for long ago very attainable. Then thine heart will be
overflowed with joy on account of such a great bounty.

TAB.122

AB09693

To: Odette M D’astre
Date: 1909 or <

O handmaid of God! You are at the beginning of growth and
maturity, and in the prime of youth. Therefore, like a sapling
of paradise, grow and develop through the outpourings of the
cloud of the All-Merciful, and with spiritual freshness and heav-
enly grace, bring forth sweet fruits, so that those regions may
become perfumed with the sweet fragrance of the love of God.
May you become a source of illumination and, through divine
bounty, attain success in the celestial Kingdom.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12654

To: Milani, Mirza Muhammad brother of Ali Akbar Milani
Date: 1909 or <

O Lord! This is a servant who has turned to Thee with a prof-
itable transaction, a successful reality, a prosperous essence,
with a heart attracted to the Kingdom of Thy oneness, a spirit
gladdened by the fragrances of Thy sanctity, an eye gazing
upon Thee, a breast dilated by Thy verses, an ear hearkening
to Thy words, and a face turned toward the beauty of Thy
divine subsistence.

O Lord! Make his feet firm upon Thy Covenant and Testament,
and preserve and protect him in the cave of Thy protection and
safeguarding. Verily, Thou art the Protector, the Beholder, the
Powerful, the Mighty.
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AB09732

Date: 1909 or <

O handmaiden of God! Thy letter was received and its con-
tents read. Thank God that thou wast guided by the light of
guidance and attracted to the Kingdom of ABHA. Serve God
day and night and seek happiness from His name.

Although thou hast met with many difficulties and passed
through many trials, yet thou must thank God that thou didst
attain to the light of guidance and directed thyself to the King-
dom of Glory. I hope that thou mayest be a cause of guidance
to people and that thou mayest seek absolute spirituality.

Train thy dear son in such a manner that he will attain the
illumination of the Kingdom, will become a true servant of
God, a light of love and a radiance of harmony.

TAB.237
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AB09736

Date: 1909 or <

O servant of God! I was very happy to receive thy letter be-
cause it showed thy servitude to the One God and indicated
belief and assurance in the Cause of His Presence.

Thank God that thou art favored with this blessing, that thou
servest the friends of God and thou waitest at the Threshold
of the Merciful.

I beg of God that thou mayest be baptized by the baptism of
Baha’u’llah and become free from all the stains of the mortal
world and that thou mayest take delight in the favors of God in
the paradise of unity, and that thou mayest be able to become
pleasing to God and mayest appear with thy face illuminated
as a candle in the world of eternity.

TAB.066

AB09743

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art shining with the Kingdom’s Lights!

Verily, I am informed of thine earnest desire for the Kingdom
of God, thy sparkling by the love of God and thy longing for
the service of the sacred and effulgent Threshold. I pray God
to kindle and light the lamp of knowledge in the glass of thy
heart, so that it may shine upon all parts of the world and
bring thy husband to the life by the Spirit of Life, assist thee
to announce the good news by the illuminating Light, and
remove the covering of thy sight so that thou mayest see God’s
Beauty and His Essential Perfection, His astonishing profusion
and His appearance to the hearts and spirits.

TAB.231-232x
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AB09745

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art kindled with the fire of the Love of God!
Blessed art thou, for thy letter was presented at the Blessed
Spot and was read by Abdul-Baha with a delight and love
which is journeying out towards all directions.

O servant of God! Be thou a sign of guidance, a standard of
the Supreme Concourse and a light shining in the meeting of
the maid-servants.

Verily, I beseech my Lord to grant thee thy greatest wishes and
to bestow on thee the privilege of entering into the center of
the Kingdom of God; and to make thee a herald in His name,
in that vast and extensive region.

Deliver my greeting and praise to all the maid-servants of God.

TAB.236

AB09752

Date: 1909 or <

O thou handsome child! Thy spiritual father and thy good
mother sent me thy radiant picture and I rejoiced on seeing it.

I pray God to illumine thy heart with the light of the Manifes-
tation, to nurture thee in His mercy so that thou mayest attain
maturity in His love; thy spirit be enlightened with beholding
His light and thy spirit revived by the bounty of the Holy Spirit,
so that thou mayest be a sign of the love of God, speaking in
the name of God, joyous by the favors of God, attaining unto
the sea of the mercy of God, and being baptized with the water
of life, the fire of love and the spirit of attraction.

TAB.070-071
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AB10188

To: Katherine K True, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou opened rose in the garden of EI-ABHA!

I have perused thy excellently worded letter showing what is
moving in thy heart by the emotions of the love of God. O
maid-servant of God! Chant the Words of God and, pondering
over their meaning, transform them into actions!

T ask God to cause thee to attain a high station in the Kingdom
of Life forever and ever. Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.085
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AB10187

To: Mamie Agnew, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art assured in God!

Verily we read thy letter and asked for thee confirmation. Ver-
ily thy Lord will strengthen thee in great spirituality and cause
thy heart to overflow with the gifts of God. All the servants of
the Merciful here convey to thee greetings and praise.

And we have written a letter to Sara James which is enclosed
with this letter - send it to her.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.121-122
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AB10197

To: Christ Mrs Olsen, in Racine, WI
Date: 1909 or <

O thou lamp who art illuminated with the light of the Love of
God!

Leave thou the world and abandon the people and turn unto
the Kingdom of thy independent Lord. Beseech Him every
morn and eve and supplicate to the Gate of His Oneness to
make thee firm and steadfast in the Testament and to guard
thee from all calamities, with the eye of His protection, and
protect thee from the tests which are (so violent) as the whirl-
winds which uproot trees.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.073

AB10255

To: Christ Olsen, in Racine, W1
Date: 1909 or <

O my tender friend! Verily, the union between myself and thee
is on a solid foundation and a well made basis. Neither the
winds can remove it nor the events of time annihilate it. It is
everlasting and eternal, heavenly, spiritual and divine, and it
is of no end or termination.

Consequently be rejoiced at these words which cheer the hearts
of the righteous and the souls of the pious when hearing them.
Upon thee be greetings and praise!

TAB.072-073

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

100


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA73
https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA72

Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV

AB09948

AB10053

To: Tesla Fint, in Walla Walla, WA
Date: 1909 or <

O thou darling dear!

Turn thy face toward the Supreme Kingdom and chant thou
this prayer:

O Thou pure God! I am but a little child; make Thine Arm
a dear resting-place of comfort; suffer me to be nurtured with
the milk and honey of Thy love and train me under the tree
of Thy knowledge. Bestow Thou freedom while yet in a state
of childhood and grant Thou me excellence. O Thou Incom-
parable One! Make me the confidant of the Kingdom of the
Unseen. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful!

BRL_APAB#09x, BRL_CHILD#09x, TAB.588, SW_v09#10 p.114,
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AB09948

To: Abbas Quli Bayk (Khalkhal) et al.
Date: 1909 or <

O two loving brothers! Your loving brother has written your
names and praised and described you beyond description. Ob-
serve how much he loves your countenance and is enchanted by
your manner and character. A brother should be loving and
life-giving like this, not like ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s brother who was
more bitter than poison.

In any case, I beseech God that you may be assisted and con-
firmed. And upon you be greetings and praise.

COC#0848x
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AB10189

AB10316

To: Elizabeth Ambrose
Date: 1909 or <

O thou bird who art warbling in the Garden of the Guidance
of God! Verily, I read thy excellent and brilliant letter. It
showed how thou hast sought the fire of guidance from the
Sinaitic Tree, and art shining by the light of faithfulness of the
Supreme Concourse.

Blessed art thou; again, blessed art thou! Glad-tidings be unto
thee; again, glad-tidings be unto thee!

Appreciate the worth of this peerless and choice Pearl (of the
Truth). By the life of God, verily, this is the most splendid
jewel which glitters on the crown of glory, among all the people
of the world.

TAB.187-188

AB10189

To: Mary Harris
Date: 1909 or <

O rose unfolded in the gardens of the love of God! I beseech
God to strengthen thee through His mighty power, and to
crown thy head with the diadem of God’s bestowal, and to
aid thee to serve the handmaidens of God until thou becomest
a servant in God’s vineyard and art made the cause of many
entering into the Kingdom of God, and the blessings of God
descend upon thee.

Though thou art young in years, thou shalt become great in
the Kingdom of God.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB10279

AB10280

To: True, Corinne and Rosenhower, Mrs
Date: 1909 or <

O ye who are set aglow with the fire of God’s Love! Blessed
are ye for having been chosen by God for His love, in this new
age, and joy be to you for having been guided to the Great
Kingdom! Verily, your Lord hath chosen you to show the path
to the Kingdom of God, among the people.

The attracted maid-servant of God praised you in beautiful ex-
pressions and informed me of your earnest endeavors in serving,
teaching and offering the chalice of Truth to the maid-servants
of God. I rejoiced to hear of your efforts in the Cause of God.
This is indeed good service.

TAB.084

AB10279

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art cheered through the Fragrances of God! When
thou desirest and yearnest for meeting in the world of vision;
at the time when thou art in perfect fragrance and spirituality,
wash thy hands and face, clothe thyself in clean robes, turn
toward the court of the Peerless One, offer prayer to Him and
lay thy head upon the pillow. When sleep cometh, the doors
of revelation shall be opened and all thy desires shall become
revealed.

Endeavor to guide thy mother and confirm her in faith; when
the heart becometh confident, the imagination of Satan and
evil vanisheth away. If the heart becometh absolutely tranquil,
suspicion and imagination will entirely pass away.

TAB.104, BSC.477 #907x, RBB.125ax
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AB10299

AB10288

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art assuredly believing in God!

Verily, I read thy brilliant letter and thanked God for that He
hath created a maid-servant for Baha, who prays for ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and begs a blessing through the abundance of the favor
of God for him (‘Abdu’l-Baha) and his household.

O maid-servant of God! Do beseech and pray constantly for
‘Abdu’l-Baha and beg the confirmation and assistance of God
in his behalf, because I am earnestly fond of the prayer of
the maid-servants of God in my behalf and of their asking the
blessing of God for this servant! I begged of God to ordain all
good into thee for thy praying for ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

TAB.113

AB10299

Date: 1909 or <

O thou whose face is illumined with the Light of the Love of
God! The answer already hath been delayed, but there is no
harm in that. For, verily, my heart is gazing unto thee, my
love is constant and permanent for thee and the fragrances of
holiness are wafting (over thee) and my spirit is pouring upon
thee, and the spiritual communication is extended between us.

O maid-servant of God! It is incumbent upon thee to show
forth the greatest steadfastness; it is incumbent upon thee to
stand the tests of the Lord! Be thou firm in the love of thy
Lord, the Clement, the Merciful!

TAB.198-199
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AB10309

Date: 1909 or <

O my dear, intimate friend! Verily, I address thee with such
an appellation whereby the hearts of those who are endowed
with intelligence are dilated with joy; because, verily, this is
from my heart which is overflowing with the love of God—and
an appellation that proceeds from love will certainly be as a
spirit for the souls, as a light to the eyes, as a life to bodies
and as a dressing for the hearts and bodies which are wounded
and lacerated by the afflictions of this world.

Then be consoled by the praise of thy Lord, whenever thou art
attacked by grief and sorrow.

TAB.129

AB10310

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art turned to the Kingdom of the Lord, the For-
giving!

With prayers and supplications and with submissive songs of
the Texts of God, I plead to Him to accept thee in His Kingdom;
to clothe thee with the mantle of sanctity; to gloriously cover
thee with the veil of abstinence; to illumine thy brow with the
light of singleness; to console thine eyes with the seeing of the
Texts of the Kingdom in the human form; and to make thee
utter the mentioning of Him, rejoicing through His bounty,
heralding His Kingdom with a bright face, whose light will
illumine all sides.

TAB.233
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AB10725

To: Louise Waite, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

Your letter has reached me and I beseech God to bestow upon
you heavenly blessings in your marriage to Mr. Edgar Waite
and to assist you both to attain comfort and prosperity and
heartfelt orientation toward the Kingdom of God, surrounded
by divine care in all matters and conditions. And upon you
both be greetings and praise.

TAB.058-059, BLO_ PT#052.05

AB10736

To: Mary Goodall, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou maid-servant of God! Be rejoiced at the mercy of God
and be delighted by the remembrance of thy Master! Thank
thou Him, for He hath removed the veils from thy sight and
shown thee a Glorious Face! Blessed art thou, as thou hast
sought martyrdom in the Cause of God! Know thou verily, He
will strengthen thee to the service of His Cause in His vineyard.

Upon thee be greetings and praise!

TAB.189

AB10667

To: Sophie Loeding, in Chicago
Date: 1909 or <

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! Thank and praise God that
He hath caused thee to drink from the cup of the gifts and
caused thee to suckle from the bosom of guidance while yet
very young and didst possess but a few years of age. I beg
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AB10685

of God and hope that the love of God may be mingled (and
mixed) in thy flesh and bones and run in thy whole being, like
the running (or circulation) of the spirit in the veins and in the
arteries.

Upon thee be glory.

TAB.060, BSC.475 #898x

AB10407

To: Asadullah Davudi Saidus-Sultan, in Tabriz
Date: 1909 or <

O servant of God! Praise be to God that thou art a lion in the
forest of divine knowledge and a mighty tiger in the arena of
tests.

Show forth the utmost steadfastness as thou enterest this arena
and raise the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!”, that thou mayest
follow the example of Asadu’llah (the Lion of God), the Victo-
rious, and emulate Haydar (Ali), the Manifestor of wonders.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

G 17 e fazy & a5 ey (ol
)..L:L,a j,}ﬁ dlaelﬁ\ U\Jﬁﬁ BEE)

3 S WV Ol o 5o Calid I
W el & b b O ge T L5
& e e e 4 sl Sl

&TJEH} .:4\;>=;J‘ gg;;lﬁj

IDAB.23

AB10685

To: Marjorie Fint, in Walla Walla, WA
Date: 1909 or <

O Thou most glorious Lord! Make this little maidservant of
Thine blessed and happy; cause her to be cherished at the
threshold of Thy oneness and let her drink deep from the cup
of Thy love so that she may be filled with rapture and ecstasy
and diffuse sweet-scented fragrance. Thou art the Mighty and
the Powerful, and Thou art the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.
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AB10762

AB10697

To: Charles G Scheffier
Date: 1909 or <

O thou who art accepted of God! Know thou that, verily, the
eye of favors is directed to thee and is beholding thee with a
divine glance, so that thou mayest, with clear eyes, see the
lights of the Kingdom upon the horizon. Remember, at all
times, this great favor and thank thy Lord and supplicate to
Him in the darkness of every night and in the manifest day.
Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.133

AB10762

Date: 1909 or <

O thou leaf who art well watered through the out-pouring of
the cloud of favor from God!

Verily, T beseech, with all earnestness, the Omnipotence of
Might and Glory to brighten thy face by the light gleaming
from the lamp of the Alliance and to quicken thy mind by the
spirit which out-pours from the Kingdom of God and to make
thee a sign of His signs which are shining in the horizons.

Verily thy Lord is mighty in all things of the things. He grants
that which He wisheth and to whomsoever He wisheth. Verily,
He is powerful and mighty!

TAB.062
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AB10787

AB10786

Date: 1909 or <

O thou beloved of my heart! Verily, my soul longs for thee, for
the lamp of the love of Baha is lighted within thy heart and I
love to look upon thy face, for it is glittering with the light of
guidance among the creatures.

Glory be to Him who hath united hearts together! Glory be to
Him who hath brought the East and West under the shadow of
the Blessed Tree, the root of which is firmly fixed in the earth
and the branches of which reach unto the Supreme Concourse!

TAB.130

AB10787

Date: 1909 or <

O thou who hast sought shelter in the Impregnable Cave! Ver-
ily, the glad-tidings of God have encompassed Abdul-Baha
from all directions. While his heart is beating with the love of
God, he holds a cup full of the knowledge of God in his right
hand and wishes to give the seekers to drink of this wine, so
that they may, perchance, be exhilarated with this cup, which
is overflowing with the signs of God.

Be thou rejoiced at these words, because thou wilt partake of
this wine which refreshes hearts and souls.

TAB.105-106
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AB11008

AB10788

Date: 1909 or <

O thou revered sincere one!

Know thou, verily, the brilliant realities and sanctified spirits
are likened to a shining crescent. It has one face turned toward
the Sun of Truth, and another face opposite to the contingent
world. The journey of this crescent in the heaven of the uni-
verse ends in (becoming) a full moon. That is, that face of it
which is turned toward the divine world becomes also opposite
to the contingent world, and by this, both its merciful and
spiritual, as well as contingent, perfections become complete.

TAB.108-109, BSC.477 #908x

AB11008

To: Evelyn Sarah Hooper, in United States
Date: 1909 or <

O leaf stirred by the breezes of God’s love! Give thanks unto
God for having caused thee to grow from the Tree that hath
been raised up in the midst of Paradise and whose branches
have stretched forth until they encompassed all horizons.

By God the True One! If thou didst truly know this gift, thy
spirit would soar to the heights of joy, thine eyes would be
solaced by beholding this light, and thou wouldst find peace
through the grace of thy Forgiving Lord.

And the glory be upon thee.
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AB11106

To: Frances Roe, in United States
Date: 1909 or <

O maid-servant of God! If thou seekest eternal glory, let thyself
be humble and meek in the presence of the beloved of God;
make thyself the servant of all, and serve all alike. The service
of the friends belongs to God, not to them.

Strive to become a source of harmony, spirituality and joyful-
ness to the hearts of the friends and the maid-servants of the
Merciful. This is a cause of great satisfaction to Abdul-Baha.

TAB.061-062x, DWN__ v5#04 p.002a

AB11097

Date: 1909 or <

O maid-servant of God! How blessed thou hast been to have
entered the Kingdom of God! How near thou hast been to the
Paradise of ABHA to have been ushered in!

I hope that thou mayest become a source of joy to the hearts, a
good example for people, imbued with spiritual qualities in the
world of humanity, and mayest promulgate the divine teach-
ings, so that the various people may find unity and become
freed from discord.

TAB.062
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AB11098

Date: 1909 or <

O thou maid-servant of God! Thank God that thou dost be-
lieve in the Greatest Manifestation, art confident in the Word
of God and dost hold to the divine teachings.

I hope that thou mayest be confirmed to give the Message
to thy friends and relatives and guide them also. Be patient
and forbearing and treat them with great love and kindness.
Surely the attributes of the people of God will have their effect
eventually upon the people.

TAB.130

AB11109

Date: 1909 or <

O thou illumined youth!

Thank thou God, for that the tongues spoke in thy praise and
the pens moved with thy love, thy knowledge and thy enkindle-
ment by the fire of the love of God. One of them is the pen of
Abdul-Baha.

Therefore, be a sign of knowledge, standard of assurance and
a light of God, so that thou mayest become strengthened by
the breaths of the Holy Spirit in these days.

TAB.108

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

112


https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA130
https://books.google.com/books?id=0H8yAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA108

Vol. 144: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1909, part IV

AB11284

AB11146

To: Mirza Asadullah Isfahani, in Eqgypt
Date: 1909 or <

...in these days they [the consultative spiritual assemblies and = ol o545t Juol> oy v.:”\ (xl:\ o goee
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even if it be established beneath the ground, in order that its
goodly effects may be witnessed in the future....
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AB11279

Date: 1909 or <

O thou candle of the Love of God!

I ask God to grant thee by His favor and grace that which
is thy utmost desire; that the closed doors become opened,
the uneven roads become even, thy face shine by the love of
God, thy sight become brighter by witnessing the signs of God;
that thou mayest attain spiritual joy, eternal happiness and
heavenly life.

TAB.129-130

AB11284

Date: 1909 or <

O thou servant of Baha’!

Thy visit is accepted and thy name ever mentioned in the pres-
ence of Abdul-Baha. I forget thee not for a moment but re-
member thee always. I seek confirmation and strength from
God for thee. Rest thou assured and be happy in the love of
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AB11441

Abdul-Baha. Know for a certainty that divine confirmation
will arrive and great attainment be made.

TAB.127

AB11307

Date: 1909 or <

Be not sad on account of poverty, nor be sorrowful when the
people scorn thee. Remember the poverty of Jesus, the per-
secution of the Jews to His glorious person and the scorn of
Him. Verily, that poverty is the glory of the beginning and the
ending. It is a light which hath illumined the heavens and the
earth.

TAB.177

AB11441

Date: 1909 or <

O thou tree, developed in the garden of the Love of God!

Be well watered with the abundant rain falling from the clouds
of the Testament of God, that thou mayest bring forth fresh
and ripe fruits which are beneficial to the hearts and souls.

TAB.131
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Study guide to this volume

The writings gathered in this fourth volume from approximately 1909 represent one of the most
concentrated bodies of institutional and theological teaching in the entire corpus. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé
was fielding urgent questions from Western believers—many of them recent converts still forming
their understanding of who he was, what the Covenant meant, and how the nascent Baha’i com-
munity was to organize itself—while simultaneously writing to Iranian friends amid persecution
and political upheaval. The volume’s characteristic movement is from the cosmic to the concrete:
questions about how to pray without a visible God lead into discussions of worship through the
Manifestation; questions about organizational structure lead into precise distinctions between local
assemblies and the future Universal House of Justice; questions about racial equality lead into a
social ethics grounded in a theology of the heart rather than of the body. Percy Woodcock’s pilgrim
conversations in ‘Akké provide several of the most memorable utterances, as does the pilgrimage
of May and Sutherland Maxwell, which produced one of the most often-quoted exchanges in the
entire Baha’{ oral tradition.

Worship Through the Manifestation: The Mirror, the Sun, and the
Danger of the Phantom

Key Passages

If we wish to pray we must have some object upon which to concentrate. If we turn to
God we must direct our hearts to a certain center. If man worships God otherwise than
through his Manifestation he must first form a conception of God and that conception
is created by his own mind. As the finite cannot comprehend the Infinite so God is
not to be comprehended in this fashion. That which man conceives with his own mind
he comprehends. That which he can comprehend is not God. That conception of God
which a man has is but a phantasm, an image, an imagination, an illusion. There is no
connection between such a conception and the Supreme Being. — ABU1729

If a man wishes to know God he must find him in the perfect mirror, Christ or
Baha’u’lldh. In either of these mirrors he will see reflected the Sun of Divinity. As
we know the physical sun by its splendor, by its light and heat so we know God, by the
spiritual sun, when he shines forth from the temple of Manifestation by his attributes
of perfection, by the beauty of his qualities and by the splendor of his light. —
ABU1729
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In 1909, May and Sutherland Maxwell made a pilgrimage together to the Prison City
of ‘Akk&, to visit ‘Abdu’l-Bahd. Sutherland was not yet a convinced Baha’i. One day
at table, he said to ‘Abdu’l-Baha: “The Christians worship God through Christ; my
wife worships God through You; but I worship Him direct.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha smiled and
said: “Where is He?” “Why, God is everywhere,” replied Sutherland. “Everywhere is
nowhere,” said ‘Abdu’l-Baha. He then went on to demonstrate that such worship was
the worship of a figment of the imagination. — ABU3640

Context for Study

The theological argument of ABU1729 and ABU3640 operates on the same philosophical ground
as the Western tradition’s critique of idolatry, but it turns that critique in an unexpected direction.
The standard critique of idolatry holds that worshipping an image in place of God is a form
of projection—substituting a human-made likeness for the unimaginable Absolute. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s
argument is that this same error is made by the person who claims to worship “God direct,” because
any conception the finite mind forms of the Infinite is equally a projection—equally a “phantasm,
an image, an imagination.” The Kantian resonance is precise: the noumenal God (God as He is in
Himself) is beyond the reach of cognition, and any “God” constructed by the human understanding
is a phenomenon of the mind, not a connection to the Real. The Manifestation functions as the
solution to this epistemological impasse: not as a substitute for God but as the only available
access point, the perfect mirror in which the solar attributes of the Absolute can be received and
reflected. This places ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s argument in conversation with Christian theology’s claim in
John 1:18 that no one has seen God, but the Son has made Him known; with Maimonides’ insistence
that all positive attributes of God are ultimately projections of human categories; and with Ibn
‘Arab1’s doctrine that God is known only in His tajalliyyat (manifestations or theophanies). What
is distinctive is the crisp logical formulation: “That which man conceives with his own mind he
comprehends. That which he can comprehend is not God.”

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the argument that “everywhere is nowhere” compare with Maimonides’ negative
theology, with Ibn ‘Arabt’s doctrine of the tajalli, and with Calvin’s concept of accommoda-
tio—God’s condescension to human capacity in revealed religion?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd argues that a self-constructed conception of God is a phantasm. Does this
mean that all philosophical theology that reasons toward God without recourse to revelation
is illusory, or is there a valid place for rational inquiry into the divine?

3. The mirror metaphor is central to both Islamic mystical theology (the human heart as mirror
of God) and Baha’{ Christology of the Manifestation. How does the mirror metaphor protect
divine transcendence while affirming the reality of the divine-human connection?

4. Sutherland Maxwell was unconvinced by religious claims yet came on pilgrimage with his
believing wife. What does this situation reveal about the relationship between intellectual
conviction and spiritual proximity, and how does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s response address it?

5. The “epitome of all worship” is said to be “the worship of the attributes of Christ, not his
personality.” How does this distinction between attributes and personality refine the Baha’i
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theology of the Manifestation, and where does it converge with or diverge from classical
Christian debates about the person of Christ?

The Architecture of Governance: Assemblies, the House of Justice,
and Infallibility

Key Passages

It is a great mistake to suppose that there will be a House of Justice established in
each city. The fact is there will be but one House of Justice for the whole world, to
be composed of individuals from each country. In each city there will be a Spiritual
Meeting, or Board of Council, composed of nine or more, whose function will be to
attend to the business of the Assembly. This Spiritual Meeting will have no power
to control or make laws. The members of the council are merely the servants of the
Assembly or community. — ABU1572

Many minor laws not mentioned in the Kitab-el-Akdas will be made by them, but no
laws contained in the Kitab-el-Akdas can be abrogated by them. We have to regard the
Cause of Bahd’u’llah as a house in the process of building and that we are the builders;
in other words, we are simply the servants building the house. The house is not ours.
We simply contribute the labor. — ABU1572

The Universal House of Justice is under the shadow of the Most Great Infallibility and
the Blessed Beauty preserves it from error: should it occur to anyone’s heart that a
decision of the House of Justice is inapt, he has indeed erred. For instance, Bahd u’llah
has said that the House of Justice is the law-giver and must legislate on matters that
have not been explicitly recorded in the Book. Now, were the House of Justice to err,
that error would revert to Baha u’llah Himself and would subvert the Religion and Law
of God. — ABU3666

Context for Study

The institutional clarity of ABU1572 and ABU3666 is striking against the backdrop of institutional
incoherence that has characterized most new religious movements at comparable stages of their
development. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is speaking to Percy Woodcock in 1909—before the Universal House of
Justice had been established, before any national Baha’i institutions existed—and is already articu-
lating the structural distinction between local consultative bodies (servants of the community) and
the global legislative institution (whose decisions carry the weight of divinely protected guidance).
The building metaphor of ABU1572 is sociologically instructive: the believers are the laborers, not
the architects. The house belongs to Baha’u’llah, not to any party or faction. This rules out in ad-
vance the kind of ownership disputes that have historically fragmented religious bodies. ABU3666
adds the theological rationale for institutional infallibility: it is not personal-—the members of the
House of Justice are not individually infallible—but functional, deriving from the divine promise
embedded in the text of the Covenant. The comparison with the Council of Nicaea is particularly
revealing: Nicaea was called by Constantine rather than ordained in the text of the New Testament,
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and its decisions remain contested in ways that a divinely ordained institution need not be. This
argument anticipates the political philosophy of H. L. A. Hart’s distinction between primary rules
(rules of behavior) and secondary rules (rules about how to change the primary rules): Bahau’'llah’s
text establishes the secondary rules, and the House of Justice operates within them.

Questions for Reflection

1.

The distinction between local “Spiritual Meetings” (servants of the community) and the global
House of Justice (universal legislator) resembles federal political structures. What are the
strengths and tensions of applying federal logic to a religious institution, and how does it
compare with Catholic conciliarism and Protestant congregationalism?

. Institutional infallibility in the Bah&d’i system is conditional on the institution operating as

divinely ordained. How does this compare with papal infallibility in Catholic theology, and
what are the implications when a community must evaluate whether an institution is operating
within its proper mandate?

. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé says the believers are “servants building the house”—the house is not theirs.

What forms of personal investment and personal detachment does this metaphor require of
individual community members?

. ABU3666 argues that error in the House of Justice would “revert to Baha’u’llah Himself.”

How does this logic of institutional protection compare with the Islamic doctrine that the
umma (community) as a whole cannot err (¢jma’), and with the Catholic doctrine of the
sensus fidelium?

. The House of Justice is said to legislate on matters “not explicitly recorded in the Book.”

How does this open-ended legislative mandate address the problem of applying revealed law
to historically unprecedented situations, and where might it generate tension with the text-
based authority it is meant to extend?

The Covenant, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Station, and the Shelter of the Ark

Key Passages

I am the servant of Bahd’u’lldh and nothing more; Abdu’l-Bah4 is the sum of all per-
fections. They must not attempt to surpass that name, “’Abdu’l-Baha”. All must say
to others that he claims for himself to be ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 and the believers must call him
by his name as he wishes. This is the only name he has appointed for himself. —
ABU3177

It has two distinct meanings, the esoteric and exoteric. Esoterically the ark is that
shelter given by God, which will carry His creatures over the waters of error to safety.
For example: Abdul-Baha is the ark of the new covenant provided by Baha’u’llah in this
day. Those who enter into this protection will avoid the flood of doubts and uncertainty
which is gradually engulfing the world. My desire is that the hearts of the friends be
firm in the love of Baha’u’lldh. It is my wish that their hearts be filled with divine
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love, because everything is perishable save the love of God which is eternal and remains
forever. — ABU2771

Context for Study

ABU3177 is one of the most theologically precise self-descriptions in the Baha’i primary sources.
The paradox is carefully constructed: ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd simultaneously claims to be “nothing more”
than the servant of Baha’u’llah and to be “the sum of all perfections.” The second claim might
seem to contradict the first, but the Baha’i framework resolves the apparent tension: perfection
of servitude is the highest human station, and the name ‘Abdu’l-Baha literally means “servant
of Baha.” This theology of servitude as the highest attainment has roots in the Sufi concept
of fana (annihilation of the ego in God) and in the Christian mystical tradition of kenosis—the
self-emptying that paradoxically constitutes the fullness of the spiritual life. The instruction that
believers must not “surpass” the name he has chosen is an institutional boundary: all attempts to
elevate ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s station above that of servant and interpreter would, paradoxically, diminish
rather than honor him by pulling him away from the unique position he occupies. The Ark image
of ABU2771 then contextualizes this station narratively: Noah’s ark was the vehicle of survival
through the flood. The “waters of error” threatening to engulf the modern world—philosophical
skepticism, sectarian fragmentation, social dissolution—have their answer in the Covenant whose
center is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. But the ultimate content of that shelter is love: “everything is perishable
save the love of God which is eternal and remains forever.”

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Baha’i theology of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s unique station—servant and perfect exemplar,
center of the Covenant and interpreter of the text—compare with the Islamic concept of the
waliy al-amr (guardian of the cause) and with the Christian theology of the Holy Spirit as
the continuing presence that “leads into all truth” (John 16:13)?

2. The instruction not to “surpass” the name ‘Abdu’l-Baha implies that elevation beyond the
appointed description is a form of violation. What does this reveal about the relationship
between humility, institutional boundary, and the protection of authority?

3. The Ark metaphor is drawn from Genesis 6-8 but its application is explicitly Bahd’{. How does
typological interpretation—reading an earlier story as anticipating a later reality—function
in Baha’i hermeneutics, and where does it converge with or diverge from Christian typology?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd says “everything is perishable save the love of God which is eternal.” How does
this echo Paul’s famous passage in 1 Corinthians 13 on love outlasting all charismatic gifts,
and what difference does the institutional framing (the Covenant, the Ark) make to the claim?

5. The language of ABU3177 was reportedly addressed to pilgrims who were attributing divine
station to ‘Abdu’l-Bahi. Why does such inflation of a respected teacher’s station recur across
religious traditions—in the veneration of saints, gurus, and charismatic leaders—and what
damage does it do?
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Racial Unity and the Theology of the Heart

Key Passages

Give Mrs. Botay my greetings and love and tell her she must greatly endeavor through
the assistance of heaven to cast light among the colored people so that they may become
as our brothers; no blacks, no whites; both as one. By this means you shall free
Americans from all prejudice. Because in the Kingdom of God all are the same, whether
black or white. The greater the faith of either, the more acceptable is he in the Kingdom.
A faithful colored believer is a child of the Kingdom; while a white unbeliever is deprived.
God looks upon hearts; not upon colors. He looks upon qualities; not upon bodies. —
ABU2690

The requirements of the Divine Counsels are: to be a well-wisher for the ill-wisher; an
intimate companion for the wicked enemy; a loving friend for the erring foe who stabbeth
the dagger into the middle of the heart; to meet the ill-tempered slanderer with favour
and praise; and not to offend, hurt, annoy or avoid anyone. Nay, it beseemeth us in
this century of light to abolish the blindest fanaticism amongst the peoples and nations
of the world; to show the unity of mankind; to make the stranger find himself a friend;
to regard the foe as a faithful companion; to love all the communions and nations and
show them loving-kindness. — ABO01187

Context for Study

The racial unity instruction of ABU2690 is brief, direct, and historically remarkable: it was ad-
dressed in the American context in 1909, fifty years after the Civil War, when Jim Crow was
fully entrenched and most Christian denominations remained segregated in practice if not in prin-
ciple. The theological ground is clear: “God looks upon hearts; not upon colors. He looks upon
qualities; not upon bodies.” This is not a merely sociological observation but a claim about the
metaphysical structure of divine evaluation, with immediate social implications. The formulation
“a faithful colored believer is a child of the Kingdom; while a white unbeliever is deprived” delib-
erately inverts the racial hierarchy of American civil society: faith, not color, determines spiritual
standing. The wider social ethics of AB01187 provide the communal framework within which racial
healing can occur: well-wishing toward ill-wishers, loving friendship toward enemies, the abolition
of fanaticism, loyalty to every nation, kindness to every communion. This is an ethics of radical
agape—unconditional positive regard extended even to those who are actively hostile—that echoes
the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:44, “Love your enemies”), the Stoic cosmopolitan ethics of
Marcus Aurelius, and the Buddhist metta (loving-kindness) practice extended to all sentient beings
without distinction. The distinctive Baha’i contribution is the institutional dimension: these are
not merely personal virtues but community standards, required of a body that aims to model the
oneness of humanity.

Questions for Reflection

1. “A faithful colored believer is a child of the Kingdom; while a white unbeliever is deprived.”
What is the rhetorical and theological strategy of this inversion, and what would it have
meant to American believers hearing it in 19097
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2. How does the principle “God looks upon hearts; not upon colors” compare with Paul’s “there
is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”
(Galatians 3:28)7 Where do these claims go beyond the merely formal, and where do they
risk avoiding structural analysis of racial inequality?

3. ABO01187 requires well-wishing toward “wicked enemies.” Contemporary critical race theory
would argue that unconditional goodwill toward oppressors, without structural change, can
perpetuate injustice. How does one hold this social critique alongside the spiritual ethic being
taught here?

4. The list of requirements in AB01187 ends with “not to meddle with political affairs.” How is
this compatible with the call to “abolish the blindest fanaticism” and promote the “unity of
mankind,” which seem to require political engagement?

5. What would it look like, in a racially diverse Bahd’i community in America, to implement both
the personal ethics of AB01187 and the structural commitment of ABU2690 simultaneously?
Where do they reinforce each other, and where might they pull in different directions?

Translation, Publication, and the Global Diffusion of the Texts

Key Passages

The translation of the Surat-ul-Hykl is of the utmost difficulty. It must be translated by
a committee who are exceedingly efficient both in Persian and English, exercising the
closest and most minute attention. Otherwise the text would not become intelligible.
The same rule applieth to other Writings and Tablets. In the future, God willing, means
will be brought about. Translations will be made by a committee composed of two most
erudite Persians and two learned Americans, all of them having the utmost proficiency
in both languages and possessing a certain knowledge of sciences and arts.— AB01171

The question of coordinating and unifying the two Spiritual Assemblies, that of Chicago
and of New York, is of the utmost importance, and once a Spiritual Assembly is duly
formed in Washington, these two Assemblies should also establish ties of unity with that
Assembly. To sum it up, it is the desire of the Lord God that the loved ones of God
and the handmaids of the Merciful in the West should come closer together in harmony
and unity as day followeth day, and until this is accomplished, the work will never go
forward. Should such a torch light up the world community, ye will find that the whole
earth is sending forth a fragrance, that it hath become a delightsome paradise, and the
face of it the image of high heaven. Then will the whole world be one native land, its
diverse peoples one single kind, the nations of both east and west one household.  —
AB00998

Context for Study

The instructions on translation in AB01171 reveal a sophisticated understanding of the relation-
ship between fidelity and intelligibility in sacred-text transmission. The requirement for bilingual
expertise in both languages, combined with knowledge of sciences and arts, anticipates modern
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translation theory’s insistence that a text’s cultural and intellectual context is as important as its
linguistic surface. The specific challenge of the Surat-ul-Haykal (Tablet of the Temple)—one of
Baha’u’llah’s most complex mystical-proclamatory works—stands as an index of the entire prob-
lem: a text that cannot be rendered intelligibly is not yet translated in any meaningful sense. The
institutional vision of AB00998 connects textual diffusion to institutional unity: the two Ameri-
can assemblies (Chicago and New York) must coordinate not merely for administrative efficiency
but because their unity is itself the message—*“a torch” that lights up the world community. The
closing vision of earth as “one native land,” peoples as “one single kind,” East and West as “one
household,” is not merely rhetorical; it is the theological content toward which the administrative
work is ordered. Medieval Islamic civilization understood the relationship between correct trans-
mission of texts, institutional consensus (#jma’), and the coherence of the umma. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
instructions in these two tablets enact an analogous logic in a global context.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd insist on a committee of four—two Persians, two Americans—for
translation, rather than relying on a single highly gifted translator? What does this institu-
tional form of translation guarantee that individual translation cannot?

2. The unity of the assemblies is described as a “magnet that draweth down the confirmations of
God.” What theological claim about the relationship between institutional order and divine
assistance is being made, and how does it compare with the Christian theology of the ekklesia
as the body through which the Spirit acts?

3. The vision of the world as “one native land” inverts the nationalist premise that identity
requires ethnic or territorial particularity. What political philosophy of cosmopolitanism does
this most closely resemble—Kant’s perpetual peace, Rawls’s law of peoples, or something else?

4. Translation always involves loss and gain. What is specifically at stake in translating mystical-
proclamatory texts like the Surat-ul-Haykal, and how does this compare with the challenges
of translating the Psalms, the Qur’an, or Dante’s Divine Comedy?

5. The administrative unity of American Bah4’i assemblies is described as a precondition for
the world becoming a “paradise.” Is this logic of institutional prerequisites for utopian out-
comes convincing, or does it risk making divine promise dependent on human organizational
performance?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This volume holds together in productive tension two dimensions of religious life that are often
treated as separate concerns: the interior and the institutional, the theology of the heart and the
architecture of governance. ‘Abdu’l-Baha moves from explaining why a phantom God is not God, to
mapping the exact structure of future global institutions, to insisting that a black believer outranks
a white unbeliever in the eyes of God, to specifying the committee structure for translating sacred
texts. Each of these appears in a different register, but they share a single premise: that love, unity,
and the oneness of humanity are not pious ideals floating above practical life but the structural
conditions that practical life must be organized to embody.
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A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What would it mean for a religious
community to take seriously the proposition that its administrative forms are them-
selves theological statements—that how it governs, translates, unites across race, and
chooses its names are all acts of worship—and how does this challenge the widespread
assumption that institutional life and spiritual life are competing rather than mutually
constituting?
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