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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry
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Introduction to volume 145

This 1910 volume, on eve of Abdu’l-Baha’s three-year departure to Egypt and the West, is notable
for the prominence of philosophical inquiry, especially questions of creation, nature, evolution,
spirit, and the relation of scientific explanation to revealed religion. AB00373, a commentary on
Baha’u’llah’s Tablet of Wisdom, is one of the central doctrinal texts: it explains “nature” as a
divinely ordered reality and further clarifies the identification of nature with the Primal Will, while
preserving the transcendence of the divine Essence above incarnation, pantheism, or direct material
manifestation. ABU0017, the major talk on the creation of the world, gives the same theme a more
discursive form: creation is treated through composition, decomposition, causality, divine Will, and
the inadequacy of crude materialist explanations, while education and latent capacity are used to
answer reductionist accounts of human difference. ABU0148 and ABU0226 extend this discussion
into the history of “Oriental Darwinism,” tracing natural-philosophical ideas through Zoroastrian,
Mu’tazilite, and Islamic intellectual traditions, and presenting Baha’i thought as capable of engaging
evolutionary discourse without submitting the Manifestations of God to nature.

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar again serves as a key locus where metaphysics becomes collective action.
ABO00405 is especially significant for its renewed treatment of the interconnection of all things:
the world of existence is likened to an organism whose parts sustain one another, and this law
of mutual aid becomes the spiritual rationale for shared participation in the House of Worship.
AB00696 gives a complementary institutional vocabulary, defining the Nineteen Day Feast as a
means of love, remembrance, prayer, reconciliation, benevolent consultation, and charitable action;
the same tablet offers an important statement on consultation and explains that, in the absence of
the Universal House of Justice, local spiritual assemblies consult on such matters as education, care
of orphans, assistance to the weak, and the diffusion of the divine fragrances. AB00409, answering a
series of questions, also gives a compact vision of the afterlife, the world of the Kingdom, pilgrimage,
wealth, and the Center of the Covenant, using the familiar hierarchy of mineral, vegetable, animal,
and human kingdoms to explain why the next world is “within this world” while remaining hidden
from ordinary perception.

A second major strand is education, especially the education of women and children. AB00616 is
one of the volume’s most important texts on women’s assemblies: it praises women’s classes for
the study of proofs and sacred scriptures, calls this a distinctive feature of the Dispensation, and
anticipates women taking leading positions among the learned through eloquence, knowledge, and
spiritual ardor. AB01269 similarly prays that the handmaidens of God may become eloquent in
proofs, heralds of the Cause, and revealers of divine mysteries. AB08656, ABU1031, AB06380, and
related items emphasize children’s education as a divine foundation, with special stress on girls
because mothers are the first educators of the child. AB02690 gives the social form of the same
principle, praising a relief association in Hamadan and connecting care for the poor and orphans
with the education of girls and boys alike.
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The volume also preserves the pastoral and global texture of the period. AB11658 warns that
prominent sympathizers should be kept confidential, since publicizing their names could create fear,
opposition, and inaction; AB03198 repeats this counsel and urges private guidance of influential
souls. AB02366 turns London into a new field of service, linking correspondence between East
and West with teaching, unity, and the attraction of important souls. ABUO0201 gives a striking
reflection on a universal auxiliary language, defending it as a bridge among peoples while affirming
the cultural and spiritual significance of the mother tongue. AB11941, on a proposed hospital by
Baha’i physicians, and AB05735, on the Ta’yid School, show the same movement toward practical
service. The collection as a whole presents 1910 as a moment of philosophical elaboration and
practical institution-building: creation and nature are interpreted through the Primal Will, worship
is joined to mutual aid, assemblies and Feasts receive clearer functions, women’s study circles and
children’s education are elevated, and the expanding community is urged to teach wisely, serve
socially, and organize without losing the primacy of spiritual transformation.
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ABUO0148

Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha in
Jan 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: Modern scholars ... assert
that the Baha’i Teachings have borrowed

Aus dem Schatz der Erinnerungen an Abbas Effendi,

‘Abdu’l-Baha. Haifa 1906—11

Neunzehnter Brief von Frau Dr. ]. F. an Frau A. Schwarz, Stuttgart

Philosophische Gespriiche des Meisters mit
cinem franzisischen  Konsulatsbeamten.
Aufler Dr. F. sind noch persische und ara-
bische Baha'is da.

Ort: Empfangsraum des Meisters.

Zeit: Januar 1910.

Sprache: Ausschliefilich Arabisch.

Hauptsdachliches Thema: Dar-
winistische Gedankengiinge in der islamiti-

in Scinen Schriften nicdergelegt. Diese Na-
turlchre, welche auch dic arabischen Philo-

'sophen’ anerkennen, hat einige \hnlichkeit

mit der Darwinschen Entwicklungs- und
Deszendenztheorie: Im Abendland, so wurde
ich belehrt, gilt Darwins Lehre als cine ma-
terialistische, als cine atheistische! Das ortho-
doxe (strenggliubige) Christentum madcht
dem Darwinismus den Vorwurf, daB} die
Deszendenzlehre den Begriff eines allmich-

MAas

schen Philosophie und in der Bahd'i-Lehre. tigen personlichen Schopfers als iiberfliissig
Der Franzose: ,Exzellenz, moderne darlege.
Prof Browne thé  Gaold- Genan

many concepts from Darwin’s theories of
development and descent, and in this seem
occidental rather than oriental. Is that so?

Gelehrte  wie 0 seschah in Persien Nimlich

Nineteenth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Philosophic conversations of the Master with a French consular
official. Apart from Dr. F., Persian and Arab Baha’is are also
present.

Place: Reception room of the Master.
Time: January 1910.
Language: Exclusively Arabic.

Main topic: Darwinistic trains of thought in Islamic philosophy
and in the Baha’i Teachings.

The Frenchman: “Excellency, modern scholars, like Prof.
Browne, Ethe, Goldziher, Houtsma etc assert that the Baha’i
Teachings have borrowed many concepts from Darwin’s theo-
ries of development and descent, and in this seem occidental
rather than oriental. Is that so?”

The Master: “The Blessed Beauty Baha’u’llah has set down
in His Writings the oriental natural philosophy that we share
with the Persian Sufis. This natural philosophy, which is also
recognized by the Arab philosophers (Arab philosophers of the
Muslim Faith, such as al-Kindi, al-Farabi, Ibn-i-Sina and al-
Ghazali, to name but the most important), has some similarity
with the Darwinian theory of development and descent: In the
Occident, so I was taught, Darwin’s theory is considered to be
a materialistic, atheistic one! Orthodox (traditional) Christian-
ity raises against Darwinism the accusation that the theory of
descent shows the concept of an almighty personal Creator to
be superfluous.

This is just what happened in Persia. Under the enlightened
Sassanid monarch Yazdigird II, who ruled from 438/9 - 457,
the teachings of Zarwanism (pronounced like Swanism) gained
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ascendancy over all other religious systems. In this religion the
supreme principle was considered to be infinite time (Persian
zarwan = time, in Arabic dahr = time). A Zarwanist thus is
synonymous with a Dahrite. Arabic philosophy is always Mus-
lim and therefore rejects the Dahrite system, which does not
know a personal Creator of the world. The Dahrite philoso-
phers showed no need to derive all existence from a spiritual
Being Who related Himself personally to His creatures and
manifested Himself as a creative, continuously acting Power.

This category of time was based on astrology and tied in with
the endless movement of the heavens. The stars of the heavenly
sphere represented the primal elements or the primal powers.
The sun, the timeless sun, was as it were supreme, the Primal
Power, and to be compared to an impersonal, eternal, incom-
prehensible Godhead remote from mankind. The adherents
of this philosophy, called Zarwanists, also called themselves
avowers of Unity, in contrast to the dualistic Zoroastrians, who
postulated a good and an evil principle as the Godhead. The
Zarwanists thus were the Monists who preached the lack of
attributes of an impersonal Primal Power or Godhead. The
Sassanid monarch, Yazdigird II himself, is reported to have
said: ‘About the eternal Godhead only negative things can be
said. It is the essence of eternal time, exalted above space,
movement, light and power’

The visible world, existent nature, must indeed represent a
creative act of this Godhead, and thus this earthly creation is
limited in time. The creative power of the eternal, i.e. the
timeless, which is inherent in nature, creates continuously and
dynamically, so that progressively and potentially all earthly
creatures have developed from one primal cell. Here we already
find the germ of Darwin’s theory of development and descent.

This concept of Creator and world was palatable only to the
philosophically-minded. The great mass of the people, how-
ever, did not want for their pious religious needs any highly
intellectual theories or logical conclusions, they wanted not
philosophic enlightenment, but a religion. The Zarwanists were
followed by the Qadarites, then the Mu’tazilites. All three of
these categories of freethinkers all too easily disregarded reli-
gious traditions, the Word of God in the Holy Books (Avesta,
Qur’an etc.). Reason was considered of greater value than the
Revealed Book! For example, orthodox (rightly believing) Mus-
lims taught that the Qur’an had been revealed to the Prophet
at a certain time, but that it, the Qur’an, as the Word of God,
had originated in eternity, that it was one of the eternal at-
tributes of God. The freethinkers, however, the Mu’tazilites,
said that it was unseemly to believe in an eternal Qur’an next
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to Allah, that this was idolatry and contrary to the concept of
the absolute unity, absolute eternity, absolute indivisibility of
God! Although the Mu’tazilite Caliphs had it proclaimed as a
State dogma that the Qur’an had been created, the large mass
of the people would not accept this. Even the public punish-
ment of a denier of this State dogma was not only no deterrent,
but it served to inflame, for: ‘Martyrs make disciples’.

The natural and rational religion of the freethinkers was at
that time considered to be purer and higher than the recogni-
tion of the revealed teachings in the Qur’an, which were rep-
resented as acquired, secondary, learnt knowledge. The best
known Mu'tazilites (freethinkers) are Abu’l-Hudhayl al-‘Allaf
(died 950), then an-Naam, a contemporary of the former, and
Jahiz, the pupil of the latter. An-Naam was a total Darwin-
ist. Just let us hear what he said: ‘Creation is a one-time
act through which the Eternal, the Timeless, has created ev-
erything all at once, so that one thing is contained within the
other, and in the course of centuries and millenia the divers
kinds of minerals, plants and animals as well as human beings,
will slowly be made visible from their latent condition.” But
an-Naam goes even further. He asserts: ‘Fire, i.e. warmth, is,
for example, latent in wood, but it becomes liberated when its
antagonist, cold, disappears more and more through mechani-
cal friction. A movement, a conversion into power then takes
place, but there is no qualitative change’ The sensual quali-
ties like colours, tastes and smells are - according to an-Naam
- bodies.”

The Master: “My German friend”, turning to me - “are these
not the modern thoughts of your German physicist, what is his
name? Ober-Eier?” - “Robert Mayer”, I correct, and gladly
confirm to the Master that such concepts would be quite typical
coming from a modern physicist.

“An-Naam was also the first Arab religious philosopher who
demonstrated that Muhammad, the Prophet, had a mission
for the whole of mankind (such as Christ had). God sends
His Prophets from time to time to the whole of mankind. His
pupil, Jahiz, (died 869), an aesthete and natural philosopher,
demanded: ‘A true scholar has to combine the study of theol-
ogy with that of natural science! ‘Man’s only merit’ - so says
Jahiz - ‘consists in willing and striving for good and perfection!’

From the Baghdad school of freethinkers (around the year 900)
came some other materialistic scholars of natural philosophy,
such as Mu’ammar, Abu-Hashim of Basrah (died 933) and oth-
ers. They - in addition to many others - taught: ‘Doubt in all
things divine and human is praiseworthy and commendable,
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for doubt will awaken the thirst for knowledge, the instinct to
know, the hunger for faith!’

But, as already said, the freethinkers and Darwinists - despite
support from the State - did not find acceptance among the peo-
ple, the great mass. Our Lord Muhammad, with wise knowl-
edge of human nature, had in His Holy Book, the Qur’an, given
the believers a Religion, not just a philosophy, He had laid
down laws in the Qur’an, not just dogmas. ‘Faith should be
obedience, not understanding. However, understanding can-
not harm perfect obedience in matters of beliefl The great
Prophet, our Lord Muhammad, Himself said: ‘The first thing
God created is knowledge, or rather: the mind’s capacity for
understanding!” But obedience in matters of Faith should come
first, otherwise knowledge and understanding will become the
fatal apple of the forbidden tree of paradise! - We Baha'’is
can agree with this: ‘First obedience in matters of Faith, then
understanding, and from understanding will spring forth spon-
taneously tolerance, peaceableness and brotherliness and, from
this, world unity.

It has become late, perhaps we can return to this topic again
some other time. Allah-u-Abha!”

Those present are dismissed - the Master holds back only the
French consular official who will have the privilege of dining
with the Master today. - Two days later I meet the Frenchman
at the sea-shore. He tells me that the Master had agreed to
again speak about oriental Darwinism some time soon - at one
of the future audiences, but only in an intimate circle. First
of all the Master wanted to speak about al-Ash’ari (873-935),
the Arab religious philosopher who was able to bridge the gap
between the materialistic philosophies, the Mu’tazilites, and
the orthodox Teachings, the “obedience in matters of Faith”.
Time permitting, the Master would also instruct us on the
sect of the faithful brothers of Basrah and the Qarmati party of
‘Abdu’llah ibn-Maimun, who are represented as the Darwinists
of the tenth century. - We doubt, however, that we will be able
to enjoy hearing the Master discourse uninterruptedly on one
topic? But in spite of this we looked forward to this prospect,
because living knowledge, presented in a masterly way, has
immensely more value than school-learning from books! In-
sha’allah - so we hoped - this pleasure would not elude us.

SDW v12#04 p.040-042, BLO_PN#050
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AB00616

To: Ladies Who Conduct Teaching Classes et al.
Date: 1910-Jan-01

O ye pure, honored and near leaves of the Divine Court!

Blessed, blessed are ye for ye have arranged spiritual meet-
ings and engaged in propounding divine proofs and evidences.
Ye are intent on vindicating truth in support of the manifest
Light of the Cause, through conclusive arguments and proofs
based on the sacred scriptures of the past. This is a very noble
aim, and this cherished hope a cause of the illumination of all
peoples and nations.

From the beginning of existence until the present day, in
any of the past cycles and dispensations, no assemblies for
women have ever been established and classes for the purpose
of spreading the teachings were never held by them. This
is one of the characteristics of this glorious Dispensation
and this great century. Ye should, most certainly, strive to
perfect this assemblage and increase your knowledge of the
realities of heavenly mysteries, so that, God willing, in a
short time, women will become the same as men; they will
take a leading position amongst the learned, will each have a
fluent tongue and eloquent speech, and shine like unto lamps
of guidance throughout the world. In some respects, women
have astonishing capacities; they hasten in their attraction to
God, and are intense in their fiery ardour for Him.

In brief, spend your nights and days in the study of the holy
Utterances and in acquiring perfections. Occupy yourselves al-
ways in discussing these matters. When ye meet each other,
convey the glad-tidings and impart hope to one another be-
cause of the confirmations and bounties of the Ancient and
Ever-Living Lord. Let each set forth proofs and evidences,
and talk about the mysteries of the Kingdom, so that the true
and divine Spirit may permeate the body of the contingent
world and the secrets of all things, whether of the past or of
the future, may become openly manifest and resplendent.

O loved handmaidens of God! Consider not your present merits
and capacities, rather fix your gaze on the favours and confir-
mations of the Blessed Beauty, because His everlasting grace
will make of the insignificant plant a blessed tree, will turn the
mirage into cool water and wine; will cause the forsaken atom
to become the very essence of being, the puny one erudite in
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the school of knowledge. It enableth a thorny bush to give
forth blossoms, and the dark earth to produce fragrant and
rich hyacinths. It will transmute the stone into a ruby of great
price, and fill the sea shells with brilliant pearls. It will assist
a fledgling schoolchild to become a learned teacher and enable
a frail embryo to reveal the reality of the verse: “Hallowed be
the Lord, the Most Excellent of all creators.” Verily, my Lord
is powerful over things.

He is God!

The honored daughter of the Hand of the Cause of God Ali-
Qabli-Akbar had written a letter and mentioned your names.
I too made supplication and entreaty at the threshold of the
Almighty and sought confirmation.

BRL__WOMEN#099, COC#:2190
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Words spoken on 1910-Jan-01 in Haifa/Akka

The Christ is the central point of the Holy Spirit; he was born
of the Holy Spirit; he was raised up of the Holy Spirit...

The focus of the rays of the Sun of Reality was Christ; and
from this glorious focus the bounty of God was reflected upon
the other mirrors which were the reality of the apostles...

Jesus was the sun and his rays shone upon his disciples through
his teachings.

SW_ v08#:08 p.098
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To: Iraqi, Ishaq et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1910-Jan-04

O ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! Your letter adorned
with your names was reviewed. From reading the blessed
names of the servants of God, the utmost joy and gladness was
obtained and eternal spirit and fragrance was achieved. Each
name was a letter and each title was the image of a person.

‘Abdu’l-Baha saw himself manifest and evident in the gather-
ing of the steadfast ones and found his senses perfumed with
the fragrance of the All-Merciful. That gathering had a radi-
ance from the Supreme Concourse and that assembly bore a
sign from the realm above.

Blessed are you who have been assisted and confirmed with
such a manifest bounty and endless favor. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ostburg, George E et al., in Boston
Date: 1910-Jan-07

O ye two seekers after truth! Your letter was received and
its contents noted. As for the letters ye had previously sent,
not all were received, while some reached here at a time when
the cruelty of the oppressors had so intensified that it was not
possible to send a reply. Now this present letter is here, and
we are able to answer it, and I have therefore set about writing,
in spite of much pressing business, so that ye will know that
ye are loved amongst us, and also accepted in the Kingdom of
God.

Your questions, however, can be answered only briefly, since
there is no time for a detailed reply.

The answer to the first question: the souls of the children of
the Kingdom, after their separation from the body, ascend
unto the realm of everlasting life. But if ye ask as to the place,
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know ye that the world of existence is a single world, although
its stations are various and distinct. For example, the mineral
life occupieth its own plane, but a mineral entity is without
any awareness at all of the vegetable kingdom, and indeed,
with its inner tongue denieth that there is any such kingdom.
In the same way, a vegetable entity knoweth nothing of the ani-
mal world, remaining completely heedless and ignorant thereof,
for the stage of the animal is higher than that of the vegetable,
and the vegetable is veiled from the animal world and inwardly
denieth the existence of that world—all this while animal, veg-
etable and mineral dwell together in the one world. In the
same way the animal remaineth totally unaware of that power
of the human mind which graspeth universal ideas and layeth
bare the secrets of creation—so that a man who liveth in the
east can make plans and arrangements for the west; can un-
ravel mysteries; although located on the continent of Europe
can discover America; although sited on the earth can lay hold
of the inner realities of the stars of heaven. Of this power of dis-
covery which belongeth to the human mind, this power which
can grasp abstract and universal ideas, the animal remaineth
totally ignorant, and indeed denieth its existence.

In the same way, the denizens of this earth are completely un-
aware of the world of the Kingdom and deny the existence
thereof. They ask, for example: “Where is the Kingdom?
Where is the Lord of the Kingdom?” These people are even as
the mineral and the vegetable, who know nothing whatever of
the animal and the human realm; they see it not; they find it
not. Yet the mineral and vegetable, the animal and man, are
all living here together in this world of existence.

As to the second question: the tests and trials of God take
place in this world, not in the world of the Kingdom.

The answer to the third question is this, that in the other world
the human reality doth not assume a physical form, rather
doth it take on a heavenly form, made up of elements of that
heavenly realm.

And the answer to the fourth question: the center of the Sun
of Truth is in the supernal world—the Kingdom of God. Those
souls who are pure and unsullied, upon the dissolution of their
elemental frames, hasten away to the world of God, and that
world is within this world. The people of this world, however,
are unaware of that world, and are even as the mineral and
the vegetable that know nothing of the world of the animal
and the world of man.

The answer to the fifth question is this: Baha’u’llah hath raised
up the tabernacle of the oneness of mankind. Whoso seeketh
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shelter under this roof will certainly come forth from other
dwellings.

And to the sixth question: if on some point or other a difference
ariseth among two conflicting groups, let them refer to the
Center of the Covenant for a solution to the problem.

) And the seventh question: Baha’u’llah hath been made mani-

fest to all mankind and He hath invited all to the table of God,
the banquet of Divine bounty. Today, however, most of those
who sit at that table are the poor, and this is why Christ hath
said blessed are the poor, for riches do prevent the rich from
entering the Kingdom; and again, He saith, “It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man
to enter into the Kingdom of God.”1 If, however, the wealth of
this world, and worldly glory and repute, do not block his entry
therein, that rich man will be favored at the Holy Threshold
and accepted by the Lord of the Kingdom.

In brief, Baha’u’llah hath become manifest to educate all the
peoples of the world. He is the Universal Educator, whether of
the rich or the poor, whether of black or white, or of peoples
from east or west, or north or south.

Among those who visit ‘Akka, some have made great forward
strides. Lightless candles, they were set alight; withered, they
began to bloom; dead, they were recalled to life and went home
with tidings of great joy. But others, in truth, have simply
passed through; they have only taken a tour.

O ye twain who are strongly attracted to the Kingdom, thank
ye God that ye have made your home a Baha’i center and a
gathering place for the friends.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Gulistanih, in Eqypt
Date: 1910-Jan-07

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
received, but due to numerous obligations the response must
be brief. Thou hast asked as to the Feast in every Baha’i
month. This feast is held to foster comradeship and love, to
call God to mind and supplicate Him with contrite hearts, and
to encourage benevolent pursuits. That is, the friends should
there dwell upon God and glorify Him, read the prayers and
holy verses, and treat one another with the utmost affection
and love. And if any estrangement occurs between two of the
friends, both should be invited and efforts made to reconcile
them, and they should consult about charitable and benevolent
works so that praiseworthy results may be achieved.

You had also asked about fellowship, unity and kindness. This
is clear and evident and needs no question. Fellowship and
unity have various degrees - each degree is acceptable, and the
more it progresses the more acceptable, beloved and pleasing it
becomes, and causes nearness to the Court of the All-Glorious
and attainment of infinite confirmations. Some time ago a gen-
eral letter regarding unity and accord was written, explaining
the sublime results and lofty benefits of fellowship and unity,
and was sent to various regions. It was translated in America
and published, and was translated into Turkish in the Cauca-
sus and published. Surely it has reached Egypt as well.

Regarding consultation that is commanded - you had asked
about this. The purpose of consultation is to show that the
views of several individuals are assuredly preferable to one man,
even as the power of a number of men is of course greater than
the power of one man. Thus consultation is acceptable in the
presence of the Almighty, and hath been enjoined upon the
believers, so that they may confer upon ordinary and personal
matters, as well as on affairs which are general in nature and
universal. For instance, when a man hath a project to accom-
plish, should he consult with some of his brethren, that which
is agreeable will of course be investigated and unveiled to his
eyes, and the truth will be disclosed. Likewise on a higher
level, should the people of a village consult one another about
their affairs, the right solution will certainly be revealed. In
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like manner, the members of each profession, such as in indus-
try, should consult, and those in commerce should similarly
consult on business affairs. In short, consultation is desirable
and acceptable in all things and on all issues.

As for consultation of the general political divine and earthly
consultative assembly, meaning the House of Justice - that
is by general election, and whatever is decided in that con-
sultation by unanimous or majority vote is implemented. Now
there is no House of Justice, but spiritual assemblies have been
formed in various regions that consult about matters like the
education of children, care of orphans, assistance to the weak,
and spreading the divine fragrances. This spiritual assembly
is also elected by majority vote.

As for renewal of elections and setting terms, that is referred
to the Universal House of Justice which all Baha’is of the world
will elect, because whatever is not explicitly stated in text, the
Universal House of Justice will make a decision about it. Now
since formation of the Universal House of Justice is not yet
possible, it was decided that spiritual assemblies in America
would renew their elections every five years.

BRL
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To: Baha’is of Zarqan et al.
Date: 1910-Jan-07

O my God! Through Thy grace Thou hast ordained for me
to journey through the kingdom of souls and horizons, and
enabled me to carefully observe the ranks of existence in the
dawning-place of the lights of effulgence. I became immersed
in seas of wonderment and bewilderment at what I witnessed
of signs and conditions that confound minds.

O Lord! I saw on the Day of Manifestation the gathering and
resurrection and the great calamity established in every region,
border and frontier. I heard the blast of the trumpet and
the beating of the drum, and Thou showed me the rising of
the dead from their graves. I witnessed the extension of the
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outstretched path and the establishment of the scale of justice.
Thou unveiled the adorning of gardens and flowing of springs,
the blazing of fires and beautification of paradise. I beheld the
angels of mercy and sought refuge with Thee from the guards of
hell-fire. I saw the manifest horizon and my eyes were consoled
by witnessing the luminous Beauty.

The veils were lifted and I saw troops of parties - a group
immersed in the mighty outpouring, a band enraptured in wit-
nessing on the Day of Judgment, a people swimming in the an-
cient sea, a party drawn and bewildered by Thy intense love, a
group plunging in seas of vain imaginings, a band drowning in
oceans of dreams, and people heedless of understanding, fallen
in the wilderness of error.

But what grieved me, O my God, were the desolate scenes
and shocking darkness that encompassed the veiled souls on
a day when earth and heaven shone with lights that gleamed
and appeared on the horizons. Their sight was blinded and
their insight prevented from beholding the lights. Their ears
were deaf to the breezes of the kingdom of mysteries. Their
breasts were constricted by their fall into the pit of supposi-
tions and vain imaginings and their descent into the corner of
forgetfulness.

O Lord! I implore Thee to remove the veils from insight and
vision, to deliver souls from deception and pride, and to save
those plunging in depths of darkness.

O Lord! All are Thy servants and dwellers in Thy lands. Thou
didst bring them into being through Thy creation and origi-
nated them through Thy power and might.

O Lord! Thou didst create them as signs of Thy Lordship,
traces of Thy Divinity, proofs of Thy power and evidences of
Thy might. How then dost Thou leave them to plunge in the
sea of vain imaginings and abandon them to wander in the val-
ley of loss and bid them farewell in the desert of forgetfulness,
giving them no portion of grace and bounty?

I beseech Thee by Thy mercy that preceded all things to grant
them a share of the lights of guidance, guide them to the path
of right conduct, make them signs of Thy love throughout the
lands, gather them beneath the shadow of the banner of the
Covenant, and take them not to task for their heedlessness of
Thy remembrance, O Lord of the horizons! Verily Thou art the
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Generous, Thou art the Great, Thou art the Merciful, Thou
art the Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB01522

To: Aqga Rida Sarvistani
Date: 1910-Jan-07

Praise be to Thee, O my Glorious Lord! Thanks be to Thee,
O my Mighty Lord, for having opened the gates of forgiveness
through the keys of pardon and bounty and the means of grace
and favor.

O Lord! Thou hast chosen from among Thy righteous servants
souls whom Thou didst enable to enter beneath Thy sheltering
shade and attain unto the great triumph. Thou didst give them
to drink from living waters and didst quench their thirst from
the fountain of Tasnim. Their ears were delighted by hearing
the Call, their eyes were gladdened by beholding the light of
guidance, their souls were assured by the Greatest Sign, their
hearts were expanded by Thy most exalted Words, and their
hearts were set ablaze with the intense fire of Thy love. From
them arose cries of “God is Most Great!” and “There is no God
but God!” to Thy glorious Kingdom, and from them spread
the sweet fragrances of Thy love to every region and clime.

These, O my God, are souls whom no blame of any blamer
could turn aside from Thy Cause, nor could the derision of any
stubborn one shake their remembrance of Thee, nor could the
abuse of any vile calumniator in Thy kingdom frighten them.
Rather, they remained firm on the path and grew through the
drops from the cloud of Thy favors, O my Lord of Lords. They
mentioned Thee openly among the righteous and the wicked,
their tongues never ceased from Thy remembrance, they sup-
plicated with hidden secrets, they were gathered with the vir-
tuous, and they turned in devotion to Thy Kingdom, O Mighty
One, O All-Compelling!

O Lord! They have drunk the cup of death according to what
Thou didst say - and Thy word is the truth: “Verily thou
shalt die and they shall die”” Thou hast ordained for them
the protected station, blessed them with the hidden mystery,
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and caused them to return to Thee through Thy grace, O my
Compassionate Lord!

O Lord! Honor their dwelling place, cause them to enter be-
neath the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree, make them abide
eternally in the Garden of Refuge, pass round to them the cup
of immortality, ordain for them the supreme gift, and honor
them with the divine meeting, O my Most Exalted Lord! Verily
Thou art the Pardoner, the Forgiver, and verily Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful, the Kind, the Compassionate. There
is no God but Thee, the Self-Sufficient, the Giver to every
thankful servant.
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To: Sarvistani, Tajud-Din et al.
Date: 1910-Jan-07

O friends and handmaidens of the Most Merciful! Jinab-i-Mir
Abdul-Karim traversed a great distance until he reached the
realm of the Great News. Praise be to God, he attained to
kissing the Threshold of the Lord and was honored to visit the
Holy Shrine. He was always mindful of the friends and, with
tear-filled eyes and burning heart, beseeched confirmations for
the loved ones of the Most Merciful. Surely this humility and
supplication was accepted at the threshold of the Self-Sufficient
Lord. Therefore, ‘Abdu’l-Baha awaits the manifest appearance
of the brilliant effects of this imploring and lamentation, this
devotion and restlessness.

Praise be to God, the family of every glorious martyr and the
household of every righteous man are embraced by the gaze of
the favor of the Most Merciful and Compassionate. And it is
hoped that all those related to the martyrs will enter beneath
the Greatest Banner and be distinguished by the grace and
bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty. May they become as
flowers and fragrant herbs in the rose garden of oneness, and
as trees full of new blossoms and fruits in the garden of sanctity,
so that they may be the cause of joy to the martyrs and the
object of praise for the denizens of the Supreme Concourse.

‘Abdu’l-Baha is occupied with remembrance of the friends and
handmaidens of the Most Merciful, familiar with their mention
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and intimate with their love. Always does he bow his head at
the Threshold and beseech from the Lord of Lords endless help
and favor. Today the world and its peoples are all submerged
in the sea of vain imaginings. However, praise be to God, the
Baha’is, with seeing eyes and hearing ears and aware hearts
and souls stirred by the Greatest Glad-Tidings, are gathered
beneath the blessed Tree, the Divine Lote-Tree. In gratitude
for these favors they must conduct themselves in such a way
as to cause the wonderment of others. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Sarvistan et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1910-Jan-07

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that from Sarvis-
tan the fragrant breezes from the rose-garden of the love of
God are wafting, the sweet scents of the knowledge of God are
diffusing, the light of guidance is shining, and the mighty signs
are manifest and evident. The glorious region of Fars was like
the dawning-place of the Day-Star of the horizons. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s utmost desire is that it should pitch its tent at the pole
of the world and raise high the banner of preeminence and
precedence over all regions. Praise be to God that in these
days it has made a movement, especially Sarvistan and Nayriz.
Now from that mighty land the fecundating winds of the love
of God reach the ears of the soul. Blessed are you, and ex-
cellent is your final abode, and glad tidings to you of bounty
from the Lord of Lords! ‘Abdu’l-Baha turns in humility and
supplication to the Abha Kingdom and offers entreaty and im-
ploring prayer that the divine cultivation in that mountain and
plain may day by day grow and develop, become verdant and
flourishing, and yield ears and grain and harvest, “like a seed
that puts forth its shoot, then strengthens it, so it becomes
stout and stands firm upon its stalk, causing the farmers to
marvel.” And my hope is that every ear may become a harvest
and every grain may become the bounty and blessing of the
Lord of Bestowals.

O friends! All peoples and nations are frozen and lifeless, and
all tribes and peoples are caught in despair and hopelessness.
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The people of Baha must make such a movement and stirring
that they bring all the people of the earth into motion, and
kindle such a light that they illumine both East and West, and
engage in such conduct that they become renowned through-
out all regions and manifest the bounties of the Daystar of
effulgence.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Aqa Mirza Fadlullah brother of Yunis Khan et al., in Tihran

Date: 1910-Jan-07

O ye two who are attracted to the Beauty of God!

2 Jinab-i-Yunis was for some time our companion and in the
utmost love was our constant intimate friend. Later we sent
him to Beirut to study medicine, and during his stay there
he was engaged in service and strove to the extent possible to
guide some of the students. Now he has completed his studies
and hastened to his former home. We hope that he may be
the cause of the joy of hearts and bring you gladness and ful-
fillment, that heart and soul may find spirit and delight, the
heart be assured and the eye be brightened by beholding his
countenance.

The honored father has stepped into the next world and has-
tened to the shelter of the Most Great Name. He is now fa-
miliar with the chanting of the verses of mercy and intimate
with glorification and praise in the Kingdom of forgiveness,
for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with the utmost supplication and entreaty,
sought pardon and forgiveness for him and besought grace and
beneficence. It is certain that this prayer was answered at the
threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11658

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jan-11

Your letter of 29 Dhi’l-Hajjih arrived. Praise be to God, it
indicated the ascendancy of God’s Cause and the attraction of
hearts to the Abha Kingdom. Today the melody of Ya Baha'u’l-
Abha has conquered the world and the cry of Ya Rabbiya’l-A’la
has reached the ears of those near and far. From all regions
of the world, “Here am I! Here am I, O Reviver of Nations!”
reaches the gathering place of the Supreme Concourse. Each
day new tidings arrive from some region that, praise be to God,
the manifest standard is raised, the brilliant star is shining, the
morn of truth has dawned, the darkness of error has vanished,
hearts are throbbing, eyes are beholding, and spirits are rejoic-
ing. This is what was promised to me by the Abha Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for the dust of His loved ones’ feet.

However, every prominent person must be kept hidden and
great men must remain concealed, for becoming known by this
name causes difficulties and leads to inaction. Most assuredly
you must maintain this consideration, as it is very important.
Letters have been written and sent through some individuals
to others. You must emphasize this consideration among the
friends that if someone gives the glad-tidings to and attracts
a respected person, they must absolutely keep his name con-
cealed and hidden to the extent possible. This matter is ex-
tremely important. Read this letter in the Spiritual Assembly
and make a definitive decision about this.

Convey my longing greetings to Mirza Taqi Khan Qajar, upon
him be the lights, and tell him your services at the Divine
Threshold are clear and evident and highly renowned in the
divine gathering. It is hoped you will become increasingly suc-
cessful day by day. For an eminent person, permission to attain
the presence depends on their success in causing others to gaze
upon the Most Great Scene. After that, permission for pres-
ence will be granted. As for others who in these days request
permission to attain the presence, since pilgrims are arriving in
waves, wisdom does not permit it in these days - they should
postpone it to next year.
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I was extremely pleased that the matter of the Siyyids’ Khums
was resolved amicably. May God assist the sincere ones in all
affairs to serve the Manifest Light. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB00761

To: Hakimbashi, Mirza Musa et al., in Qazvin
Date: 1910-Jan-13

O two candles of the Baha’i community! Your joint letter was
received and in both there was mention of an important mat-
ter, which is that His Honor Samandar in Rasht opened his
lips with decisive proof and through explicit statements of the
Primal Point dispelled the doubts of the shameless party. Say
not the party of Yahya, rather say the shameless ones who
have no occupation day and night except corruption, and no
thought except sedition and calumny. By every means they
inflict harm and severe injuries upon the friends.

You know that for twenty years, nay more, we have endured
the corruption, sedition and calumnies of the party of Yahya
in Istanbul and Iran, and never responded, but rather main-
tained patience, forbearance and calm, and did not mention
their names before other peoples. But that shameless party
has neither shame nor modesty, neither stillness nor rest. Now
they have turned to Najaf and deceive the religious authorities
with calumnies, and sow corruption in Egypt, and cast doubts
in Europe, and utter false reports and pure fabrications, even
forging historical accounts attributed to one of the friends who
was present at the beginning of the Cause, inserting whatever
lies and reports they can, and sending it to Europe claiming
this is the history of this Cause written by an impartial person.
The Europeans who do not know may believe it and publish
those fabrications.

In any case, the corruption of this people has now reached
such a degree that this servant is always in fear and dread lest
the reins of patience slip from the hands of one of the friends.
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Then woe unto what will arise! They will not say that we car-
ried sedition, corruption and harm to such a degree that this
person lost control and acted rashly. Rather they will immedi-
ately spread announcements claiming to be oppressed and raise
cries and lamentations and create an uproar. In any case, the
situation has become very difficult. You must greatly advise
and counsel the friends lest anyone confront these people. The
Arab poet said: “If I were to throw a stone at every barking
dog, stones would become worth a dinar.” Leave them in their
vain pursuits.

His Honor Samandar, the kindled fire of the Covenant, praise
be to God, vanquished and disgraced that party of hypocrisy
in Rasht and made manifest the meaning of “Truth has come
and falsehood has perished, indeed falsehood is ever bound to
perish.” Now too it is very necessary to gather the youth and
open tongues with proofs and arguments and texts from the
Exalted One, that perhaps the heedless may be awakened and
these bats may be delivered from this pit. His Honor Hakim
and His Honor Samandar, praise be to God, are confirmed and
assisted. I hope that the service rendered by Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali
to His Honor Samandar on this journey will prove effective and
yield soul-refreshing results.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB03198

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jan-13

O Thou who callest to the Covenant! Thy letters have been
read once again. Indeed, what thou hast written to that known
person is truly an eloquent book. Even if it does not have an
effect, it will still lessen his delusions. Without doubt, continue
corresponding with him as before - it can do no harm. Perhaps
the lights of fairness will shine forth and the darkness of oppres-
sion will disappear. In any case, thou hast truly made a great
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effort and undergone much trouble. The glance of the Blessed
Beauty’s favor will surely encompass thee and the assistance
and victory of the Most Great Name will follow continuously.

Think about teaching important persons. Now the greatness of
the Cause has seized the pillars of the world. Most souls are in-
wardly inclined to learn about it but fear becoming known, be-
cause as soon as someone shows interest, the friends announce
it with drums and trumpets. Since prominent persons are in
the public eye, they face fear and danger, and truly they have
some justification, as they would quickly be subjected to at-
tacks and inevitably face difficulties and problems with various
people who would use the matter of these important persons’
faith as a pretext to overcome them. In any case, guide such
souls privately as much as you can, strongly advise them to
keep it confidential, and likewise do not mention them to any-
one else.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04291

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Ibrahim, in Bombay
Date: 1910-Jan-13

O servant of Truth! Your letter arrived and was read with ut-
most attention. It did not drown in the sea of papers, and your
intense longing became known and evident. You were always
in mind, and you have boundless good fortune and blessed
destiny. It is not at all as you wrote, and the clear proof is
this devoted servant’s current occupation with mentioning that
beloved one.

Praise be to God, the light of providence has reached and the
light of guidance has shone, and the night-chamber of the heart
has become the niche of luminosity. The favors of the Blessed
Beauty were attained and the grace of the Greatest Name was
received. In that land, praise be to God, you have many friends
and like ‘Abdu’l-Baha are kind and caring.
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Every moment I pray and supplicate that day by day your hap-
piness, blessing, love, firmness and steadfastness may increase,
that you may shake off the sleeve from this world and become
enraptured and enthralled with that Kind Beloved, and be-
come the cause of guidance for others.

You expressed longing for a meeting. For now, spend some
time there in servitude at the divine threshold. God willing,
permission for attaining presence will be given.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
Date: 1910-Jan-14

O sign of steadfastness and banner of firmness, Mirza Taraz!
Praise be to God, he is harmonious and in tune. Like the
spiritual spring breeze, he traversed every region and territory
of Iran and gave new life to souls. Now he has reached the
proximity of the Forgiving Lord.

For some days now, he has been intimate with nobility of lin-
eage and excellence of character - he achieved both. “The son
is the inner reality of his father” has become manifest - this is
a true relationship, not metaphorical.

Now the purpose is congratulations for this glorious festival,
the Day of the Birth of the Greatest Name. Through the grace
of Baha, there is endless hope that this auspicious day may
be one of utmost felicity for all that household and the men
and women of the All-Merciful. And upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sb e Calinad cly ot ST )
g dale Sl Sliles &mrﬁ & 4
3358 05 QL Dbs 5 dbs e Gl e
2 2 ol e ol sk 03l Ol
)

3lp) 3l g § ol i L)

3l o o )5 56 53,8 B e
G2 & S

r\oﬁ,rﬁ.\:;@@\%wdu :
S 8 Calng dal e b ) Calis
o7 elel 5 OLL 5 QIR o 559 55
;Lr)\&mlc; e 5 AL Chee S s

Y
AYBY.378

#059, PYB#183 p-13,

TRZ1.000iii

21


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=30
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-387.html
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/183.PDF#page=13
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/72.pdf#page=1

V]

ot

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB02366

AB02366

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1910-Jan-15

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter of January
15, 1910 was received. Praise be to God that thou wert encom-
passed by the protection of divine favor and bounty, and hast
stopped in London. It is certain that thou wilt be confirmed in
outstanding services. This was the very essence of good that
appeared.

O friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I hope that as befitting thou wilt
cause thy face to shine bright and burn away the veils of peo-
ple’s vain imaginings, give divine glad-tidings and guide souls
to the divine Kingdom. Indeed thou hast arisen to serve and
rushed forth into the field of sacrifice.

If the friends in London gather together, make a mighty effort,
show forth zeal, turn to the Abha Kingdom and seek assistance
from the infinite bounties, the divine call will be raised in that
land and region, the light of the oneness of humanity will shine
forth, important souls will become aware of the divine teach-
ings, and holy hearts will be attracted by the breaths of the
Holy Spirit.

Regarding what thou wrote about correspondence between
East and West - this is very beneficial and causes enthusiasm
and joy on both sides.

Convey to Mr. Arthur the longing greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
I will pray for him that he may be confirmed in mighty un-
dertakings and become the cause of spreading the lights of the
Kingdom. May his services be accepted in the Abha Kingdom
and his desires be fulfilled.

As for the opposition and denial of the arrogant ones - this
causes no harm to the Cause of the Lord. Rather, it is the
cause of fame and the means of spreading. Eventually the
deniers too will become believers and the arrogant ones will
arise with utmost submissiveness and humility.

It is as thou hast written - the power of the Word of God makes
the mountain of Alborz like straw. Soon thou shalt observe
that the banner of the Word of God waves in the highest zenith.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ly 140 S glh Yo fael olg L b (6l
Corge s Jib y Zile tdyn & A
Sl e 053 5 43§ Jl
e ) a8 sl B 48l Sl

N 2y § 5y e

5 Al Kb & SUTH Sl L
Sop 3 plagl Ol 5 () 5Lr 1y AL
Slesy Gby o e 5 s A obla
Ol 53 5 @1y, Sl bl Gl

b gl
G 5 Sl 32 5 dp5 e 043 OLL )
5 bl s A gl Al Pl Sl )
Sy Gl Sy Cilyg 5 355 Lo
sl A W b depe 8 250
nf gLl &3 Ols O dore 4 e Y

Loy 035 ph o O s B Ol )
bk Bsh g dy w5 Sl ke sl O

Tl sablizn Cof ) s bz
ot B & el les ) G 5o Ol
O gl SUE ey K5 aods
5 s o) OSle s Oldlbas 2
355 O e Jpaz OLELE

Ao Sl sl K ke L)
e 5 ol Sl e 8 3,10 6,
5 Nsf Ghde ) oS il Ll
Kb ph s e el i S

oS AU 358 losst g & Cale
dSe o ze al o il 1y ol
ol ool 5o Al aE )y § sy Al

e T

22

ot



Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

ABU1031

3 Convey to all the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful the
Most Glorious and Most Wonderful greetings.

L 3

MKT3.461, DAUD.06

ABU1031

Words spoken on 1910-Jan-19 in Haifa/Akka

The training of children is a great service when they are edu-
cated according to divine instruction. The character of children
must be trained so they do not become wayward. Children are
like fresh branches - a fresh branch can be trained in whatever
way one desires. Through training, a crooked branch becomes
straight, a wild tree becomes cultivated, a fruitless plant be-
comes fruitful, an ignorant person becomes wise, a wild bird
becomes tame, and fierce beasts become gentle. Training has
a profound effect - a tremendous influence.

All the Prophets were sent for the purpose of education. In
brief, education is the cause of life, education is the cause of
salvation, education is the cause of exalted stations. Train
a savage and they become a perfected human being; train a
dunghill and it becomes a rose garden; train soil and it becomes
a flower bed; train a stone and it becomes a brilliant ruby. This
is why an educator is necessary - without an educator, a human
being does not become truly human. And the Prophets are the

first educators of the world.

3 His Holiness Moses, peace be upon Him, nobly educated the
people of Israel. After they had been abject before Pharaoh, He
made Israel mighty. They were poor, He made them wealthy.
They were ignorant, He made them learned. They were cow-
ardly, He made them courageous. They were lowly and wan-
dering, He gave them organization. They progressed so much
that they became renowned throughout all regions.

His Holiness Jesus, peace be upon Him, educated the nations
of the West until they reached that highest degree of progress.
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His Holiness the Prophet educated the desert-dwelling Arabs
until they reached the utmost degree of progress in all stations
of existence, such that Europe’s current advancement was in
reality derived from Arab Spain and the Arab tribes of Syria,
Egypt and Baghdad.

; Thus it is clear and evident that They are the first educators -
They are universal educators, general educators, educators of
the human world. And whoever engages in the education of
children following Their teachings has followed the Prophets
and holy ones of God.
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Words to several women in the house of Abdu’l-Baha on 20 Jan 1910, spoken on 1910-Jan-20 in

Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: Why has your Prophet Baha’u’llah recommended to His followers, besides their

respective mother tongue, a world-unifying language?...

Second letter from Dr. J. Fallscheer to Mrs. A. Schwarz,
Stuttgart.

On the relationship of the mother tongue to the future world
auxiliary language.

Place: Teaching, by the Master, of two English ladies, Miss
St. and Miss Str. in the women’s quarters (Haremlik) in the
house of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Haifa (Persian colony). Time: 20 Jan-
uary 1910. 5 o’clock (Thursday). Persons: In addition to the
above also Bahiyyih Khanum, Munirih Khanum and her Per-
sian friend (from ‘Akka). The latter translated the words of the
Master from Persian into English. -Present is also the house
doctor, Dr. Fallscheer.

Miss Str.: “’Abbas Effendi, may I put this question to the
Master of the Baha’is: Why has your Prophet Baha’u’llah rec-
ommended to His followers, besides their respective mother
tongue, a world-unifying language, be it Volapiik or Esperanto
or whatever all the artificially created languages may be called?
Is not our English language already a true world language? On
the British Empire the sun never sets! With ‘English’ alone one
can travel in five continents without needing another language!
Why, therefore, should mankind take the trouble of learning
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a difficult artificial language besides the mother tongue and
besides the English world language?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha: “O my sister, through your mouth speaks the
mighty pride of the British. Consider for once, does not each
person love the language of his tribe, of his people, the tongue
of his fathers, the mother tongue of his homeland? You surely
know how great is the power of linguistic understanding -you
yourself mention with praise that one can travel in all conti-
nents with ‘English’ alone! Thus, for world peace and world
unity, a common bond of mental understanding, e.g. a world-
unifying language, is urgently needed, thus the learned and the
laity of all nations are agreed. But if our Blessed Perfection,
Baha’u’llah, - may His memory be praised - had recommended
a language already existing, such as your English, then the rep-
resentatives of the cultured nations in particular: the Germans,
French, Italians, Spaniards, Slavs, Hungarians etc, would have
resisted, but even more would the representatives of the ori-
ental peoples have done so. We, they would say, do not want
to learn from childhood the language of the conquerors of the
world, by so doing we bend in advance to the British yoke,
which we hope one far-distant day to shake off.

Shall I explain this to you with the aid of our precious Persian
mother tongue? Well, hear then, my friends:

Our oldest language is ‘Zend’ which is closely related to the
Indian Sanskrit. The holy books of the Avesta (Book of the
Teachings of Zoroaster) are written in ‘Zend’ During the pe-
riod of history of the Parthians from 400 B.C. until 300 A.D.
(namely during the ‘dark 700 years’), the time-honoured lan-
guage of the ‘Avesta’ declined. The ‘Zend’ deteriorated into a
mixture with neighbouring languages. Under the rule of the
Sassanids the Aramaic language of the Near East displaced all
the other language mixtures and combined with the Old Per-
sian to a new language structure, the ‘Pahlavi’ or ‘Huzvaresh’,
which became the living language of the peoples of the entire
central and western Persian realm. In eastern Persia the Old
Persian stood its ground better against the invading Aramaic
language element - it developed into ‘Parsi’, into the real collo-
quial language, the New Persian. Even the Arab foreign dom-
ination, which through the Teachings of Muhammad pushed
back the ancient Faith of Zoroaster, of light and fire worship-
pers, was unable to prevent the reflorescence of the national
language of Persian culture.

As long as the Persian language of Pahlavi and Parsi ruled, the
national epic and the Persian Syrili [sic] also flourished in its
original and unsullied purity. But in the 11th century the Ara-
bic language penetrated more and more into the administration
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and into the upper classes of the courts, the learned and the
merchants. Arabic was the holy language, the world language
of Islam, the language of the heart of the Prophet Muham-
mad, the Messenger of God. Had not the angel of the Highest,
Gabriel, used the Arabic language in charging the Holy One of
God, the Prophet Muhammad, with His world-wide Mission,
the proclamation of the ‘One God’? The equalizing power of a
mixture of languages, of the penetration into Persian of Arabic
elements, made itself felt from now on. Soon after the brilliant
Persian light, Firdawsi, the purity of the Persian language was
lost, the latter absorbed numerous Arabic foreign words, which
it nationalized and assimilated only in the course of centuries
- to the detriment of the Persian epic and lyric. In the cloak
of the modern Persian-Arabic language pure poetry changed
into fashionable rhyming, into courtly doggerels of praise; an
empty content is offered in an outwardly beautiful form.

O my friends, let us not delude ourselves: language is the most
profound symbol of a people, nay, language is the vestment of
the spirit of the people, language is the measure of the level of
the culture of a nation. An uncontrolled mixing of languages
soon affects the art and then the morale of the people.

What is barbarism? Barbarism is the unrestricted dominion of
unbridled impulses. If the vernacular language shows sloven-
liness and arbitrariness, and is subordinated to the language
of the material or spiritual conquerors and victors, it becomes
the death-knell of the freedom of a people! The spiritual his-
tory of each people, be it occidental or oriental, ancient or
modern, proves this. The rebirth of a people, the recovery of
its freedom, begins with the discipline and cultivation of its
linguistic heritage. A people which defaces its ancient vest-
ment of language with the spangles borrowed from a foreign
language, will live - nay - vegetate on a descending curve. If the
Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah is in favour of a world language,
this world-unifying language should not darken the wonder of
one’s own language or displace it. We, the Persian Baha'’is, do
not wish to either give up or urge on others our own language,
which developed over thousands of years and is the living tes-
timony of our battles and sufferings, our spiritual defeats and
victories.

Take heed, O daughters of the Occident: The cultivation of
one’s mother tongue is a service to our brethren among our
own people. The learning and the use of a world-unifying lan-
guage, such as Esperanto, is a service to one’s brethren among
mankind.

One’s own language is the native air of which we have need
in life and death, which surrounds us from the cradle to the
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grave, which is and will remain our most personal possession.
The world-unifying language is to be compared to a bridge to
the rest of the world, to a steam-horse of traffic, an airship for
the transport of people and goods.

If you, O man, give up your own, your mother tongue, faith,
love and hope will leave you, arts and sciences will desert you,
justice and law, morality and ethics will vanish.

What causes the Jews in fact and in truth to be homeless in the
wide world - the loss of their Hebrew mother tongue. This is
why they begin the reconstruction of their people by reviving
and reintroducing their Hebrew mother tongue! O my friends
of the Occident: the mother tongue is and will always be the
mistress in the house of nationhood, the world language must
and will always be but the obedient and useful maidservant of
her superior mistress.”

Allah-u-Abha! - with the Baha’i greeting the Master with-
draws.

Silently we finished drinking our green Persian tea and took
leave of the dear ladies of the household, who never lost their
reserve in the presence of strange, occidental ladies. - Once
again we had learnt a lot, even our proud British lady, Miss
Str., showed herself to be very impressed.

SDW v10#11 p.157-159

AB12677

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Jan-21

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The esteemed scholar
has expressed utmost satisfaction and gratitude for your lofty
endeavor and noble aims. This matter became a great cause
of joy to the yearning ones. Praise be to God that thou art
steadfast in all the conditions of the love of God and art the
cause of joy to the friends of God and praise from those firm
in the Covenant. And verily this is the great bounty and the
manifest bestowal.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

L) dolis 5 il St 5l S8y (60500
OBt 5 mo ot slod apiad (o) Wilos 8 L
&\;ﬁ;ﬁ\}@ﬁg\)\x.»;g;f
olsl b 5 (AN OLL 5y Caw s B
5 bl Joadl b 1s Ol @3S Ol

ol (=)

BSHI.071

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 27


https://file.bahai.media/a/a9/Sonne_der_Wahrheit_Jg_10_Nr_11.pdf#page=7
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/alvah_bih_bashir-i-ilahi.pdf#page=71

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB01269

AB01269

To: Khadijih Sultan et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O leaves of the All-Merciful! O handmaidens of the All-
Merciful!  Your letters were musk-scented fragrances and
divine mysteries, for they were chanting the verses of unity
and expressing faith and certitude in the dawning of the
manifest Light. Their perusal brought the utmost joy and
spiritual delight and gladness, and thanks were offered at
the threshold of the Most Great Name that, praise be to
God, the handmaidens of the All-Merciful are engaged in the
acquisition of knowledge and wisdom and are devoted to the
pursuit of proof and evidence.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, in the utmost lowliness and supplication, im-
plores the Kingdom of Mystery and begs for those cherished
handmaidens heavenly confirmations and unerring divine in-
spirations, that the lamp of the supreme gift may be lit within
the glass of their hearts and the lights of certitude may make
their hearts a manifest horizon; that their eyes may witness
the greatest signs and their breasts may be dilated through the
outpourings of the Concourse on High; that every heart may
become a book of mysteries and every mind a divine Book of
clear inspiration; that their perceptions may become as the Pre-
served Tablet and their minds and souls as the Open Scroll; and
that all the mysteries of existence and the realities and mean-
ings of the secret of prostration may become comprehended
and understood.

My God, my God! These are handmaidens whom Thou hast
chosen from among Thy maidservants, whom Thou hast se-
lected to receive Thy manifestations, whom Thou hast chosen
to exalt Thy Word and to diffuse Thy fragrances. Thou hast
kindled in their hearts the fire of Thy love and hast dilated
their breasts through the verses of Thy unity. O Lord! Make
them eloquent in Thy proofs and evidences, announcing Thy
power and sovereignty, spreading Thy banner and raising the
standards of Thy oneness, shining forth from the horizon of
Thy bounty, drawn to Thy countenance, bearing glad tidings
of Thy Cause and warning of Thy wrath, chanting Thy tablets
and revealing Thy mysteries. Verily, Thou art the Confirmer
of whomsoever Thou willest in whatsoever Thou pleasest, and
verily Thou art the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Best-
Beloved.
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To: Ustad Zaynu’l-Abidin et al., in Kirman
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O God! O Thou Who didst manifest with the light of Beauty
from the horizon of Glory, by which the earth and heaven
were illumined at every morn and eve. Thou didst blow into
the trumpet - the trumpet of realities, meanings and mysti-
cal knowledge - whereupon all in earth and heavens swooned
away. Then Thou didst blow a second time, bringing the dead
back to life, and all people stood gazing, each group rejoicing
in what they possessed.

Praise be to Thee, my God, for having established the Balance
and ordained the Reckoning, whereupon it became evident
whose scales were heavy and whose were light in the straight
Balance. Thus were distinguished the sinners from the sincere
- one group attaining to the manifest Light, another wandering
in the lowest depths of hell.

O Lord! Thanks be to Thee for having guided the chosen
ones to the straight path and blessed the pure in heart with
entry into the highest Paradise and the joy of witnessing and
attaining Thy presence and following Thy most great signs.

O Lord! These noble and distinguished servants have forsaken
self and desire, followed the light of guidance, walked the path
of righteousness, become intoxicated with the wine of faithful-
ness, and arisen to praise Thy Most Glorious Beauty.

O Lord! Make their hearts steadfast in Thy love amidst
humanity, illumine their eyes with witnessing Thy effulgent
lights from the highest horizon, perpetuate these blessings
upon them, and deprive them not of that which Thou hast
ordained for pure souls, the angels of the exalted sphere.

i O Lord! Thou seest them drawn to Thee, speaking Thy praise,

bearing every hardship in Thy path, patient under Thy trials,
persecuted by Thy servants.

O Lord! Prepare for them a way of right guidance, make them
brilliant lamps unto all, stars rising in the midst of heaven,
piercing meteors against those who would steal a hearing from
among the weak Covenant-breakers. Guide through them the
leaders of error and unfurl through them the banners of mys-
tical knowledge among all created things. Verily Thou art
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the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the Precious, the Be-
stower. Verily Thou art the Kind, the Protecting, the Powerful,
the Generous, the All-Giving.
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To: Wife of Haji Kalbali et al., in Najafabad
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O ye who are related to the Threshold of the Divine Unity!
It is nearly sunset and the autumn rain is falling heavily, and
‘Abdu’l-Baha has been writing until now. Just as we were
about to roll up the writing materials, Jinab-i-Mirza Munir
presented a letter and requested a missive and communication
for you. Although I was weary from much writing, I thought
of you again and set about writing this letter.

Observe how this servant of the Threshold of the Blessed
Beauty is so attracted to the love of the friends that he
knows no fatigue, counts no weakness, recognizes no illness,
but rather, as much as he is able, occupies himself with
remembrance of the friends and passes his time in mention of
the loved ones.

The believers of Najafabad are old friends and longtime com-
panions - respected and cherished, and the manifestation of
supreme triumph and the object of the glances of favor of the
Lord, the All-Bountiful. The favors of the Blessed Beauty ever
encompassed those souls, and the aid and grace of the Divine
Unity supported those persons.

They made sacrifices, and how many of them hastened to the
place of martyrdom, running dancing to the altar of love, and
stamping their feet and clapping their hands took their place
high upon the gallows. They received their share of cruelty and
made their breasts the target of the bullets of hatred. In the
path of God they bore every hardship and affliction. Therefore
they are near to the Divine Threshold and accepted at the court
of the Blessed Beauty. Would that I were with them, that I
might achieve a supreme triumph!

5 In any case, the divine call is ever raised from that land and

region, and the sweet fragrance of the holy breaths is diffused.
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It is hoped that ere long it will create such a ferment that it
will make the region of Isfahan a paradise of good-pleasure.
And this is not difficult for the bounty of your Lord, the All-
Merciful.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Fatimih mother of Haydar Ali Sarvistani et al.
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O ye believers, both men and women, and ye steadfast ones,
both men and women! Jinab-i-Haydar-‘Ali hath sought refuge
at the Threshold of the Most Great Lord, and with utter humil-
ity and supplication hath implored on your behalf the supreme
bestowal. That supreme bestowal is success in word and deed,
in such wise that both may accord with the divine teachings,
the counsels of the Blessed Beauty, and the admonitions of the
Most Great Name. If ye be granted this bounty, ye shall be
confirmed in every goodly thing.

The desire of this servant is that each one of you may become
a verse of guidance, a towering palm in the garden of God, and
may surpass all others in human perfections. The descendant
of ‘Ali-Asghar, who was martyred in the path of God, is the
lamp of that tribe and the center of glory for all that house.
Ere long, through the virtue of that noble soul’s holy blood,
poured out in the path of God, the invisible confirmations shall
quicken that lineage.

Render ye thanks, therefore, for praise be to God that a blessed
soul from that family was martyred in the path of God. Such
martyrdom is a cause of glory and exaltation throughout all
the worlds of God. And upon you men and women be the Most
Glorious Baha.
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AB03514

To: Abdu’llah et al., in Sarvistan
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O spiritual friends! Jenab-i-Haydar-‘Ali, with utmost humility
and need, supplicated and implored at the Court of the Self-
Sufficient, and beseeched endless mercy and boundless favor for
you. Since this entreaty and supplication occurred at the Holy
Threshold, it will surely be granted and praiseworthy results
will be achieved.

This servant too stands with the same supplication at the
Divine Threshold, and my hope is that the luminosity of di-
vine teachings and heavenly counsels will so appear among
the friends that faces will become radiant, souls will receive
glad-tidings, hearts will be illumined, and from their limbs and
members the signs of faith and certitude will become manifest.

As much as you are able, occupy yourselves with the fragrance
of truth and supplicate and implore at the Court of Unity, that
the morals of the Luminous Dawn may cast their rays upon
hearts and that spiritual inspirations may appear in human
realities.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB05503

To: Baha’is of Hurmuz Farm, Nahvid, in Hurmuz Farm In Sakhvid

Date: 1910-Jan-22

My God, my God! These are Thy pious servants and Thy
pure bondsmen, the servants at Thy holy divine Threshold and
those who bow down before Thy Lordly Presence, and those
who are humble before the majesty of Thy divine Lordship,
and those who bow and prostrate before Thy overwhelming
grandeur and Thy conquering power.

O Lord! They have believed in Thy manifest light shining from
the luminous horizon and have been set ablaze with the fire of
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Thy love through the breathings of the Holy Spirit amongst
the worlds.

O Lord! Aid them to serve at Thy sacred Tree, protected from
the imaginings of the falsifiers, and make them firm in Thy
manifest religion and steadfast in Thy Cause amidst the worlds.
Let them not be shaken by the imaginings of the heedless nor
disturbed by the onslaught of the oppressors. Rather, let their
faces shine in the fires of tests like precious metals of silver and
gold.

O Lord! Make them luminous forms and divine temples and
heavenly signs and lofty trees in the Garden of the Most Glo-
rious. Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest,
and verily Thou art the Strong, the Mighty.
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ABO05735

To: Haji Salman Tabib, in Yerevan
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O physician of both body and spirit! The services you ren-
dered in organizing the Ta’yid School brought joy to hearts.
It was through divine confirmations that you were enabled to
perform this service. You must be grateful that you expended
such tremendous effort and mighty endeavor in this path. It is
certain that the result will be a great triumph and the grace
of the All-Merciful and Compassionate Lord.

The life of man is in truth like the twinkling of an eye, for min-
erals, stones and trees have a longer life than humans. There-
fore human life in this transient world has not had and will
not have importance. However, when the confirmations of the
All-Merciful and the assistance of the Eternal shine forth in
human reality, this becomes a source of glory and brings joy.

Therefore you must always strive through benevolent endeav-
ors for the progress of human realities and the manifestation
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of divine inspirations. And upon you be the Most Glorious
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AB06095

To: Saltanat et al., in Hamadan

Date: 1910-Jan-22

O servant of God and O handmaidens of the All-Merciful!
Jinab-i-Za’ir ‘Ashur has remembered you and mentioned you
and requested that I write a letter. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has abso-
lutely no time, therefore I have written this brief letter so that
you may know that you are mentioned in this divine gathering
and are known and renowned at the Sacred Threshold.

Although the physical tongue and earthly pen and ink may
grow weary, yet the spiritual tongue and the conscious pen
are ever engaged in speech and writing. And I await the time
when the friends of Hamadan and the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful will become the cause of illumination of the human
world.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06380

To: Taid School of Hamadan
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O ye young Baha'i children, ye seekers after true understanding
and knowledge! A human being is distinguished from an ani-
mal in a number of ways. First of all, he is made in the image
of God, in the likeness of the Supernal Light, even as the Torah
saith, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” This
divine image betokeneth all the qualities of perfection whose
lights, emanating from the Sun of Truth, illumine the realities
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of men. And among the greatest of these attributes of perfec-
tion are wisdom and knowledge. Ye must therefore put forth a
mighty effort, striving by night and day and resting not for a
moment, to acquire an abundant share of all the sciences and
arts, that the Divine Image, which shineth out from the Sun
of Truth, may illumine the mirror of the hearts of men.

2 It is the longing desire of Abdu’l-Baha to see each one of you
accounted as the foremost professor in the academies, and in
the school of inner significances, each one becoming a leader in
wisdom.

SWAB#118

ool 515 ale Ll Bl s o i
5ot Al el Gl (\9 JE Sl
oLl s a0l dadoe iy o s L2550 5,5
2P e 058 5 e S ELETC
O i e 5l Cle s Sope s il
A 585 Dsre bl
P» 5K a8 ol JWJJT s ldlae
Obts 53 5 iy 034 ol Jae e (roylte
A e 335 Gls 5 Glae s 3L

3

!

MKT4.104, MMK1#118 p.136,
AKHA_123BE #04 p.b, AKHA_133BE
#11 p.255, AHB_121BE #07 p.000,

PYB#202 p.96, MJTB.073, ANDA#41-42
p-96

AB07326

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The letter dated the
last day of the month of Dhi’l-Qa’dih hath arrived, its contents
charged with firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant of the
Wronged One.

Concerning the correction of the book of that Christian person,
shouldst thou be successful in this matter, it would be a great
achievement, and a most necessary one. If and when he writeth
the book he now hath in mind, let him then bring it with him.

Pictures of the sites of ‘Akka have been drawn in America,
and printed and disseminated there. We will send thee a copy
thereof, so that thou mayest give it to him.

We beseech God graciously to grant a cure to Aga Musa.
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For the rest, convey to all the friends a most wondrous Abha
greeting. The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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AB08326

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O dear friend! All thy letters were received and, God willing,
will be answered....

However much a person may attain to the degree of the righ-
teous and become a doer of good deeds, acquire a divine coun-
tenance and become characterized with luminous qualities, still
the traces of sin - which are inherent in the contingent world
- will not be separated from him. “Thy very existence is a
sin with which no sin can be compared.” Even when someone
addressed Christ and called Him good, He responded, “Why
callest thou me good? For there is none good but One, that
is God.” Therefore, no matter how sanctified a soul may be,
he is still in need of forgiveness. One must seek pardon for his
sins and forgiveness for his errors....
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ABO08721

To: Hale, Dudley Alden et al., in Jersey City
Date: 1910-Jan-22

O ye two plants of the Kingdom of Abha!

Your beautiful photographs appeared in the presence of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. As I looked into your faces I perceived in your
brows the lights of the love of God, and the sign of eternal life
was apparent and manifest.
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It is hoped that those two plants may be watered by the show-
ers of the cloud of Providence, that beside the River of Truth
ye may become two fruitful trees and be adorned with infinite
grace and perfection.

Upon ye be the glory of glories!
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To: Currier, Chas E et al., in Chicago
Date: 1910-Jan-25

O spiritual friends and honored maidservants of the Lord! Your
blessed photograph was observed and caused the utmost joy.
Praise be to God, the faces are radiant, the hearts are gardens
of divine love, and the souls are gladdened by the divine glad-
tidings.

Give thanks to God that you have gathered your likenesses to-
gether on one page - you are all sons and daughters of the King-
dom, united and in agreement, attracted and enkindled. Just
as your bodies are gathered together, your hearts are joined,
your souls are in agreement - you are waves of one sea and rays
of one sun, trees of one garden and flowers of one rose-garden.

The power of the Kingdom has gathered you together and I
hope it will enable you to raise high the tabernacle of the unity
of the world of humanity and cause the standard of love and
kindness among the children of men to wave. May the breezes
from the Abha Paradise perfume all nostrils and may the light
of the Sun of Truth illumine the hearts of all the people of the
world.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07669

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Muvaqqirud-Dawlih, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Jan-25

O spiritual friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! God’s astounding miracle
in preserving and protecting you has become manifest and ev-
ident. Praise be to God, you are under the protection of the
Truth and in the shelter of the aid and grace of His Holiness
the Divine Unity. Give thanks that in such a mighty century
you behold the banner of manifest light and are a bird of the
garden of the Supreme Heaven.

Through the grace and bounty of the Blessed Beauty and the
aid and protection of His Holiness the Exalted One, I hope that
you will ever remain guarded and protected, and become joyous
and delighted. As much as you are able, arise to serve the Sa-
cred Threshold and strive to diffuse the divine fragrances, that
you may become a partner and associate with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
pure servitude at the Blessed Threshold. This is everlasting
glory and this is eternal bounty.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07668

To: Sarvar Khudayar son of Kaykhusru Yazdi, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Jan-25

O descendant of the ancestors! Praise be to the pure Lord
that He hath caused the longtime friends to enter this supreme
paradise and hath chosen heavenly bounties, that each one may
become a divine lamp and shed celestial radiance.

Therefore must the Persian friends at every moment show a
thousand sacrifices, rejoice and seek happiness, for they have
attained unto this divine gift and heavenly bounty.

O longtime friend! Strive with all thy soul to guide other
friends and give shelter at the Divine Threshold to the help-
less and wandering Persians, that all may engage in praise and
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To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1910-Jan-26

O divine friends and companions of the Truth! ‘Abdu’l-Baha, <.l sUlue u’ uLM,; s A oLl 6‘
with utmost love and devotion, prays for those friends in the EARUECIININ ol g 5 Yy s u;
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AB04439

To: Abdal Qarih-Baghi
Date: 1910-Jan-26

O manifestor of faith and certitude! Your letter was received.

Due to lack of time, I am compelled to be brief. For a time
you were engaged in teaching the Cause of God. Now too, arise
with all your power and, trusting in God, proceed to guide the
people. The Caucasus has great potential but teachers are few
and rare. Therefore you and other friends must all arise to
teach so that the Caucasus may become Mount Qaf and the
divine Simurgh may spread its holy wings there and the melody
of the Supreme Concourse may be raised.

You had asked permission to attain the presence. For now
engage in teaching. After achieving success and victories, God
willing, the means will be provided and you will be honored to
attain the Sacred Threshold. Today teaching the Cause of God
is the greatest of all affairs and whoever arises for it will receive
the fragrant breezes of the Holy Shrine from afar and attain
the station of a pilgrim. Divine confirmations will encompass
them and heavenly assistance will be unveiled. Yesterday I
placed my face upon the Blessed Threshold and performed
the visitation on your behalf and supplicated for confirmation
in teaching the Cause of God. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB08420

To: Mustafa Isfahani, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jan-26

O Lord of the highest heavens, Helper of humanity, Refuge of
the weak ones and Shelter of the poor! Verily Thy servant
Mustafa hath freed himself from error and misguidance and
hath been guided by the light of guidance.
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He calleth upon Thee with utmost humility and contrition,
saying: “O my chosen Lord! Aid me from the Kingdom of
mysteries and grant me an exalted station in the realm of lights.

O Lord! Answer his prayer, fulfill his hopes, show honor to
his mother and father, and ordain for them that which he
loveth and is pleased with. Keep them safe beneath the glance
of Thine eye of loving-kindness, protected by Thy care and
guardianship. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.”
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ABUO0069

Words spoken to Miss N. on 27 Jan 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: How is it that you, the disseminator of the Baha’i Teachings, as well as your
venerated Father, the Baha’i Prophet, could not find undivided recognition in His own family

circle?

Fourth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Honoured Friend! You would like to know what your Master,
‘Abdu’l-Baha, has said on the cause and nature of the deep-
seated conflicts and divisions in the house of the Founder of the
Religion, Baha’u’llah, and in His, the Master’s, own family?

I have found among my papers of 27 January 1910 the following
notes, which I gladly send to you in compilation (translated
into German):

Place of the talk: Reception room in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s house.
Time: 27 January 1910, 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Persons: ‘Abdu’l-Baha, 3 Persian Baha’is, an English lady
(Miss N.), and my humble self. A secretary of the Master’s, Ah-
mad Effendi, acts as dragoman [translator] for Persian, Turk-
ish, Arabic and English.

The English lady (a missionary of the Church Missionary
Society) had challenged the Master, in the direct, even
brusque, manner of putting questions used by Europeans,
and particularly by English people, with the following blunt
words: “’Abbas Effendi, how is it that you, the disseminator
of the Baha’i Teachings, as well as your venerated Father, the
Baha’i Prophet, could not find undivided recognition in His
own family circle?”
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Slowly a fine blush, perhaps of sorrowful displeasure, mounted
into the pale face of the Master, and the fire in the blue-grey
eyes of the venerable Master deepened, when He turned to the
questioner and replied: “I could reply to you, my dear sister,
in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ - blessed be His wisdom:
‘No Prophet is honoured in His native country’, or: ‘There has
to be trouble in this world, but woe unto him who brings it!’
But beyond this, I want to use the opportunity presented to
us by your question, in order to say something to you about
the most profound cause of all dissensions:

Do not all the Prophets teach: there are two worlds, a spiritual
one - the Malakut-i-Allah - the realm of God - and a material
world, the world of nature in the widest meaning. Well, in
the physical world, in the realm of the material, the battle for
existence - the struggle for a more-or-less bare subsistence -
is the dominating undertone of everything. In this battle the
stronger, the better adapted, the mightiest one wins. This is
the cause of all wars, all hatred, all enmity. The greed for
possessions, for power, for money and riches, for honour and
glory wreak their effect in tyranny, oppression, exploitation,
even extermination of the weaker and the vanquished.

Let us now regard the spiritual world, the realm of heaven and
of God, which all the Prophets of the All-Highest have pro-
claimed and brought close to us, the eternal realm of truth. All
Prophets, from Abraham, the Friend of God, to Baha’u’llah,
the Blessed Perfection, were heralds of truth. In truth is en-
shrined the oneness and unity of mankind. Truth at the same
time means justice. Truth takes effect and finds form in love
and goodness, in mercy and compassion. Truth is the root of
all equality and brotherliness. Truth encompasses selflessness,
self-sacrifice and self-renunciation. Truth alone gives strength,
eternal youth and eternal life. You will interject, my sister:
how is it then that so often, indeed, one feels tempted to say:
from the beginning the seekers after truth have disputed about
and around the truth, and have thus been the greatest irrita-
tion to the material world, which is far from and alien to God
- and have been the greatest stumbling-block in the way of
finding and holding to truth?

O my sister, here we come up against the mystery of evil, the
mystery of wickedness, which our limited understanding, our
earth-bound senses, cannot solve in this earthly life. But if
we gaze with burning eyes into the darkness of this abyss, it
is given - at least to the sincere seeker after God - to receive
an enlightening glimmer of understanding here and there in
the darkness of evil. We have asserted previously that there is
an incessant, ruthless battle of existence in the material world,
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in nature, and if the principles of the spiritual world cannot
take effect, then, in the brutal and more-or-less naked battle
for existence, for power and possessions, for honour and glory,
lies the root of all wars, all discord, all tyranny, exploitation
and subjugation of the weaker. But, my sister, you will ask:
what have the grossly-material wars of the nations, the battles
of the religions, social subjugation and exploitation, to do with
the spiritual divisions, the religious disputes among the pious,
the just, the seekers after God and the discoverers of God, the
bearers of the torches of truth?

O my sister! Truly we do not find among the successors of
the Prophets, among the disciples, among the heralds of truth,
any battles for material existence. The daily bread, a certain
honour, some small possessions, some power over one’s nearest
and those subordinate to us, all these are more or less equally
distributed and do not awaken greed or thirst for more or for
whatever one’s fellow-disciple possesses - nay, in the realm of
spiritual and religious values there is no measuring with grossly
material standards, no battle for gross possessions, no visible
and brutal weapons are used, the dragging down of the others
does not happen through visible means, with easily recognized
weapons, but rather with the poison of denigration, with secret
thrusts of the dagger of the slandering tongue, with the subtle
question which is as old as the world: ‘Has God really said -
should God’s Will be thus, and not rather thus - the way He
has revealed Himself to me?’

Every normal person is totally egocentric as a child, his small
self is the centre and measure of all things to him. As the
childish human being grows up, he longs for and reaches out
to a higher Being, to a Guide to truth, in which the good and
beautiful are combined.

In the youthful years of 14-24 the human being becomes con-
sciously or unconsciously a seeker after truth, a seeker after
God, then he becomes the disciple of a Faith, the defender of
an idea, the bearer of higher goals, the successor to a Guide,
the follower of a Prophet. But the time of a final decision will
come, for some sooner, for others later, mostly with the 25th
and 50th year of life, when it will become evident whether this
human being who is a fighter all his life, whether this battling,
struggling soul can and will sacrifice itself completely; for ev-
ery religion, nay every great idea, even secular goals, demand
devotion and willingness to sacrifice to the one thing one has
chosen, to the one thing that is needed.

From Abraham, the Friend of God, through all the Prophets of
the Most High down to Baha'u’llah, the Blessed Perfection, it is
written above the narrow gate to repentance and self-sacrifice:
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You cannot serve God and at the same time worship other gods
or yourself! Has not every Prophet of eternal truth had His
Judas Iscariot, His betrayer? Did not Abraham, the Friend of
God, suffer from the opposition of His nephew Lot, from the
unbelief of Hagar and Ishmael? Was not His Holiness Jesus
Christ betrayed to His captors by a kiss from Judas Iscariot?
Did not the Prophet Muhammad have to suffer for long years
the traitor ‘Abdu’llah ibn Ubayy of Medina like a thorn in His
flesh? Would not the Teachings of the Bab, the holy Herald of
our Prophet, have flooded the land of Persia twice as fast, if
the egotistical and vain traitor Muhammad-‘Ali of Barfurush
had not confused the believers and incited the enemies of the
Prophet? We, the faithful followers of His Holiness Baha’u’llah,
know, nay, many were eye-witnesses, how the secretary of Subh-
i-Azal, the hypocritical Mirza Assadu’llah Dayyan of Tabriz,
alienated and tore away his young master Subh-i-Azal from the
anointed person of the Prophet Baha'u’llah through the evil
spirit of discord, of knowing better, of prophetic pretensions!

Also the schism in my family was ignited and nourished by the
first adherent of our Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah. Did not
this Mirza Aga-Jan of Kashan whisper to my deluded brother
Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali, that the Testament of His Holiness
Baha’u’llah could be contested, that the Door of Revelation
has been closed, and that my humble self does not have to be
the channel through which the Baha’i Teachings have to be
taught further! I do not want to take your time - my guests -
for further explanations and instruction. Each one of you can
mention and describe such hypocritical traitors himself from
the circle, the brotherhood to which he himself belongs. The
story is always the same - at all times and among all the peoples
and with all spiritual movements.

From the untrained self of the child grows the desire of the
youth to be something, and from this there will arise in the
mature man, besides the desire for respect, the feelings of being
misunderstood, of being underrated, of being slighted. From
this again develop the feeling of knowing better, self-assurance,
the delusion of being infallible. It comes to blind criticism
of each and every thing that the leader or the leaders decide
or do. Irresponsibility, the aversion to selfless sacrifice and
service to others, impels the Judas farther along the centrifugal
path, there comes the crisis-point of striving to break free, of
dissociation from the circle; the urge to be of importance leads
to overvaluing one’s self, to the delusion of wanting to be in all
circumstances the leader, the only leader, or the founder of a
new sect.
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Thus every Judas works himself up into feelings of being
Prometheus, he causes the weaker and unstrengthened, the
uncritical hangers-on among the followers of a Teaching to
waver and vacillate. He particularly attracts to himself the
youth without experience of life, he knows how to bind to
himself the emotional and illogical, uncritical female members
of a faith, in brief, the Judas works on the line of least
resistance. The need to be important, the hunger for power,
the ever-thirsting feeling of self propels him further on his
path away from God. Soon he knows only adversaries, or
followers who must follow him in bondage. The end is always
the same: the Judas will soon betray first his own master,
then his fellow-disciples who are not obedient to him. First
of all he wants to act independently, not always accept new
things humbly in the shadow of those greater and better
than himself. Sooner or later he will become the demon
of that particular community, and one day he will pay for
the momentous delusion of the best years of his life with
unavailing penance of a repentance come too late! May God
protect each and every one of us from such a fate.

On the other hand, let us consider the faithful John-like na-
tures, who follow faithfully, in good times and bad, their Mas-
ter, their Cause, their Leader and their fellow-disciples. They
have severed themselves from the pursuit of transitory things,
from blind, excessive love for the creature. John-like natures let
themselves be freed by the Lord God from their self-dominated
will, for service to the supporting, sustaining, comforting love
which never seeks its own, which seeks for neither honour nor
domination; a love that is always ready to sacrifice, which does
not demand but gives, which does not exalt itself or put itself
above others, but which sacrifices itself even to the lowliest of
beings, which helps to carry the burdens of the fellow-disciples,
shares their battles and seeks to dry their tears. Hail and
blessings to every community which shelters in its midst many
John-like natures, where there are no Judases, or where the

Lord God Himself unmasks and casts out such demons. Allah-
u-Abha.”

Moved, the Master strode out and left those staying behind to
their manifold thoughts. For who among us had not suffered
from traitors to a cause dear to us? May God give us ever
more John-like natures and protect us from the Judas demons.

SDW v11#01 p.007-010
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AB01201

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jan-31

O Herald of the Covenant! Your letter of the nineteenth of
Muharram was noted. From its contents great joy, hope and
anticipation were evident. Through the favors of the Secret
of Existence, it is hoped that at every moment you will sing
a new song of delight and raise a novel melody. When your
letter is read, if it indicates happiness, a breeze of joy wafts,
and if signs of sorrow appear, it has a profound effect.

Praise be to God, through the bounties of the Abha Kingdom,
the known souls have hearkened and continue to hearken to
your words. I place my hope in the generous favors of my Lord
that they may rend asunder the veils and remove the coverings.
Those holy souls who have made their dwellings into nests and
shelters for the divine birds, and transformed them into places
for the dawning of the divine proof and manifestation - these
precious souls are dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and exalted in the
Abha Kingdom. Truly they have arisen to serve with utmost
power. May they exert effort and strive with heart and soul
until the blind receive sight, the dead are revived, and the
stranger becomes familiar.

My hope is that these individuals will be among those souls
whom the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones) promised ‘Abdu’l-Baha from His purified lips that
He would raise up. Surely other friends will follow their ex-
ample and become sources of influence, fountains of light, and
mines of mysteries. Convey the most wondrous Abha greet-
ings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Jenab-i-‘Azizu’llah Khan Khayyat
and Jenab-i-‘Azizu’llah Khan, teacher at the Tarbiyat School.
Both are precious and renowned in the Divine Court, and close
and intimate companions.

Truly, Jenab-i-Aqa Siyyid Jalal and Jenab-i-Mirza Haji Aqa,
like the hoopoe of Sheba, have conveyed the message of the
Solomon of faithfulness to various regions and lands, and with
heart and soul engage in spreading the divine fragrances, chant-
ing the evident verses, and explaining the mysteries of the
Words. I beseech God to assist these two illustrious men with a
power that will shake the pillars of the East and West and stir
the people of both regions. Likewise, may He assist Jenab-i-
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn in the land of Alif with thousands upon
thousands of distinguished angels.
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The Brothers of Purity will soon be sent to Mazandaran.
The departure of Jenab-i-Yusuf Khan was very appropriate.
Through God’s grace, it is hoped that His Holiness Malik-Ara
will attain the adornment of the highest realm and seek
through wisdom to excel all other views. I hope that both his
material and spiritual affairs will be set in order.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

KHAZE.021, BLO__PN#025
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Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha in Feb 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Those present would like to know something about the Arab natural philosopher
al-Ash’ari, who had succeeded in combining the materialistic teachings of the Mu’tazilites with the

orthodox teachings of Islam.

Twentieth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Philosophic talks of the Master with a French consular official,
in the presence of Persian and Arab Baha'’is.

Place: Reception room of the Master.

Time: February 1910.

Language: Arabic.

Topic: Concerning oriental Darwinism (continuation).

The French consular official reminds the Master that those
present would like to know something about the Arab natural
philosopher al-Ash’ari, who had succeeded in combining the
materialistic teachings of the Mu’tazilites with the orthodox
teachings of Islam.

The Master: “Al-Ash’ari (873-935) was a physician, a re-
searcher into nature and a religious philosopher. Originally
a Mu'tazilite himself, like his famous contemporary and
colleague, ar-Razi, his studies on the theory of knowledge
led him more and more into the Kingdom of God (Malakut-
i-Allah). He and ar-Razi went through the same spiritual
development, with the difference that al-Ash’ari became
increasingly optimistic and culturally happy, while ar-Razi
ended as a pessimistic stoic. Let us hear something about the
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religious philosopher al-Ash’ari, of whom his contemporaries
said: ‘That he understood to give to God what is God’s
and to men what is theirs!” He raised God above all things
human, earthly and physical, pointed to His omnipotence,
all-creativeness and omnipresence.

He divided divine Revelation in the Qur’an (as well as in the
Bible) 1. into the eternal Word of God (the Logos) and 2. into
the temporally revealed Book of God, such as the Muslims
(and Christians) possess.

No rational understanding in relation to God and divine mat-
ters can be derived from the Holy Book, because the five senses,
and even more our human judgment, deceive us. We can in-
deed recognize God with our reason, but only from the Holy
Writings, the revealed Word of God, the only source of certain
knowledge.

In the creation and the preservation of the world, God is the
sole Cause, all that happens in the world derives from Him,
originally and continuously.

Nature did not originate of itself - by accident, - but it sprang
from a divine act of creation. Thus nature does not represent
an eternal, divine order, but it is a creature, a work of temporal
existence, for what can be created, the Creator can also make
to vanish.

The freethinkers of all periods and from all peoples want to
make of God, the Creator, an impersonal Cause, an unmoving
Primal Cause of all existence, an eternal pole in the flight of
earthly appearances. This is falsely conceived, God is above all
the freely acting, almighty, omnipresent Creator, the eternal
pole around which, according to His decree, the ephemeral
flight of earthly appearances revolves, comes or vanishes.

What we perceive with the five senses are temporal, passing
events (accidents), which appear and disappear. The bases for
this change are matter, the bodily substances. As matter, all
corporeal existence, changes constantly, one cannot designate
it as unchangeable. What changes, however, cannot be eternal,
because things eternal do not change. It follows that every-
thing in this world, as it is all subject to change, has come into
being, i.e. has been created by God. From the changeability,
the variation of all that exists, one has to deduce an unchange-
able, i.e. eternal, God and Creator. From the contingency, i.e.
the continuity and the logical possibility of all things coming
to an end, there results the necessity for the eternally existing
nature of God, unlimited by time. But where does variety, the
uninterrupted continuous development of creation come from?
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Al-Ash’ari says about it: [|The entire creation consists of mat-
ter and power (movement). Matter, the corporeal, consists of
atoms which are alike; they, the atoms, fill up space, they are
units without magnitude conceived as points, on which all spa-
tial corporeal existence is based. The atoms do not penetrate
into each other, they move, they change. All changes of the
atoms are based on combination and separation, on quick and
undetectable movement -on this is dependent the form, the
appearance of the body.

Time represents the number of the movements. Thus space,
time, movement, are: Atoms without extension, moments with-
out duration.

Time is nothing else but a sequence of many individual “nows”.
A rapid and a slow movement in essence have the same speed,
but the latter has more so-called resting points. From a point
in space to another point in space (i.e. from atom to atom)
movement skips from moment to moment, time springs on-
wards.

As the Creator has pleased to implant in the atoms His dy-
namic Power, a latent purposeful behaviour, one thing is con-
tained in another and consecutively there develops from a la-
tent condition an appearance made visible.[‘]

This sounds rather like the theory of Darwin who, a thousand
years later and with better methods, with more perfect tools,
lifted the veil of secrecy from many of the miracles of creation.
One could converse for many more hours on the interesting
teaching of this ancient master. For today it will have to suf-
fice us, but let us mention some things about his still famous
contemporary ar-Razi.

He said, for example: ‘The thousand-year-old wisdom of the
books (of the Greek natural philosophers and mathematicians,
such as Pythagoras) I value more highly than the experiences
of the individual in a brief earthly life. Even the conclusions of
the logicians cannot be tested by experience in one single life-
span, from which we must learn that the authority of the books
needs to be respected![‘] (i.e. the thousand-year-old wisdom of
the worldly-wise and sages of God.)

Ar-Razi found more evil in the world than good, therefore he
designated pleasure and joy as the absence of displeasure and
sorrow!

He also found that in every material - even in a seemingly dead
one -, that in each body, there was inherent the principle of
movement (a modern thought; the authoress).

Ar-Razi distinguishes five equally eternal principles:
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The creative God.
The Universal Soul or World Soul or Logos
Primal matter.

Absolute space.

or ok W o=

Absolute time (eternal duration).

Briefly, ar-Razi says: 1. All being is to be attributed to a
supreme Being. 2. All things are to be derived from a supreme
creative principle. Therefore he rejects the Dahrite system and
all freethinking, which do not recognize any personal Creator
of the world. Ar-Razi also opposes the Muslim conception of
the absolute unity of God, which does not tolerate beside it
any eternal soul, matter, space and time, and thereby makes
more difficult a unified concept of the world.

Ar-Razi is also a precursor of the Babi-Baha’i Teachings, in
that he, as the first researcher, represented the Creator as well
as the creation in the category of light: Our reason is light
of the Light of God. Everything spiritual is a reflection of
the Light of God. The creation is an emanation of light of
the eternal Light. The description of the Logos (Soul of the
world) as effulgence of light also goes back to ar-Razi. From
the throne of the Glory of the Creator His Light shines on the
Soul emanated from Him (Soul of the world, Logos) and is then
further reflected on the individual soul, so that it too would
reflect it and look back in longing to its divine origin in Him!”

The Master is called away! - Allah-u-Abha! - I compare my
notes in English with Arabic keywords with those of the French-
man, who has made notes in French and Arabic, but in Latin
letters. It is some considerable time before we also leave!

SDW v12#05 p.052-054

ABUO0415

Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha in Feb 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: What does the Baha’i Teaching say on the difficult question about the meaning of
human suffering? Would it not have been possible for God the Almighty to create the world free
from suffering?...

23rd letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 50


https://file.bahai.media/8/88/Sonne_der_Wahrheit_Jg_12_Nr_05.pdf#page=6

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May) ABU0415

Place: Reception room in the house of the Master ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Persian Colony. Haifa in Palestine.

Time: Beginning of February 1910.

Persons: ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Miss St., an American (Baha’i begin-
ner), two Persians, a dragoman for Persian and English and
Dr. F.

The American: He had looked round the lepers’ asylum in
Jerusalem several days earlier, and he was shaken by the in-
mates’ history of suffering.

His question: “Master, what does the Baha’i Teaching say on
the difficult question about the meaning of human suffering?
Would it not have been possible for God the Almighty to create
the world free from suffering? If we look at the irrationality
(purposelessness or unreason) of suffering, one would like to
call out to the all-wise Lord and Creator of the world: ‘If You
could have held sorrow far from mankind, according to Your
Might, why do You not will it?’ Is it a matter of can or will?”

Note: The Oriental, for example the dragoman, finds such ques-
tions irreverent, impertinent, inadmissable. But he hides this
impression and tries to translate the inconceivably provocative
question of the American as faithfully as possible.

The Master: “My brother, you ask many things at once! The
purpose and goal of human suffering is manifold, and if we
were to discuss the mysteries of the almighty and all-wise Cre-
ator until nightfall, we would hardly get beyond the beginning!
So let us this once limit ourselves and consider only one kind
of suffering, the suffering which is meant as purification. My
brother, tell me: ‘What is the basis of all human wisdom, all
human knowledge?”’

- - - Embarrassed silence, finally Miss St. says: “In the Bible
it says: ‘Fear of God is the beginning of all wisdom!”’

The Master: “Very good, my daughter; in Persian it says more
clearly - Awe in the face of God is the beginning of all wisdom!
Thus all understanding of the mysteries of human suffering
must be based on and preceded by unconditioned (absolute)
awe for God the Creator!

My brothers, if we were in ‘Akka today instead of in Haifa, I
would ask you to go with me to Haj ‘Ali, the potter, in order
to learn a little lesson for life there in the school and workshop:

As the potter from his clay makes a vessel to his honour, for
general advantage and use, he forms, presses, kneads, pinches,
fires, cleanses, cools it (all from the inside and outside), so are
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we in the workshop of the Creator. - He, the Almighty and All-
Wise, the Knower and the Able, the Willing and the Acting,
the Advisor and the Executor, is at work, at His work, to make
something of us, for His honour, for the temporal and eternal
advantage and use of the vessel.

O my brother, thankfully worship God when He forms you
with pressure, sing His praise when He, the great Master of the
workshop, can for a time release you from the pressing form,
from the hot embers of the furnace of sorrow! If you are wise,
if you are of the perceptive, you will have reverence for God
and God’s creative works, so that you will not in irreverent
anger, in blind passion, provocatively challenge the Potter to
a reckoning and ask in childish lamentation: What are You
doing there? Why are You doing it? Why do You choose this
clay? Would not another clay, another method of working it,
another form, another vessel be better?

If you, O my brother, are of the wise, you will see that you are
at all times something unfinished, unpolished (this German ex-
pression corresponds to the English word = unpolished, but
not to the Persian original text = rough, uneven), and that
you are always in need of filing down, of polishing. With the
finished, the polished, the smooth, the shining (the Persian ex-
pression sounds like “the pharisees”, like “the self-righteous”),
with the faultless, can He the Infinite, the Eternal, the Perfect
do nothing - or He, the All-Wise must first break and crumble
it, and test it in the heat and the frost. Only on that which is
unfinished does the eternal Overseer, the never-tiring Creator,
work creatively, unceasingly, to the eternal perfection of the
creature, of the clay in His hand.

Put your own heart’s sorrow and that of others - O my brother -
in God’s workshop and you will not dare to ask, stubbornly and
proudly, while the eternal Master kneads and presses: What
are You doing there? No, in the eternal Light we, who will
then be enlightened, shall exult in praise with the music of
the spheres: What have You, O Creator, made of me, Your
creature!

So, O my brother, may God’s Will always happen to us, with
us, through us. On the heels of every difficulty, of every sorrow
there follows the next-higher level of calm, of approaching per-
fection. O my friend, the Blessed Holiness, Baha'u’llah, says:
‘Extinguish the false light of ignorance and let the lamp of di-
vine guidance shine within you, for the tests in the earthly life
of the creature will flower into perfection in the holy presence

799

of the eternally worshipful Creator’.

SDW v13#09 p.095-096
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ABUO0500

Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha in Feb 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Is the dogma of predestination to be found in the Baha’i Teachings, like it is in
Christianity?

24th letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.
Suffering and sorrow ordained by God! There is no accident
Place: Tomb of the Bab on Mount Carmel

Time: February 1910

Those present: Apart from ‘Abdu’l-Baha are present: numer-
ous students of different nationalities from Beirut (American
College), pilgrims (Indian Baha’is), Arab Muslims (Baha’i
Friends), tourists from America (non-Baha’i), but introduced
by Baha’is, Miss S. and Dr. J. F.

A student from the American College asks in broken Arabic:
“Is the dogma of predestination (predetermination) to be found
in the Baha’i Teachings, like it is in Christianity? - Just now
an unfledged sparrow fell from the roof, a little Persian boy,
Farid, - picked it up and was permitted to carry it home, in
order to raise it. So, as an example: Did this little sparrow fall
from the roof only in accordance with the Will of God, or is it
an accident?”

The Master (He answers in the finest Arabic, which is trans-
lated into English for those present): “My son, what does ac-
cident mean, what does it signify?”

Nobody wants to answer or can do so!

The Master: “Accident means or signifies meaninglessness. If
you, my son, do not seek for any meaning in the order of the
world, in personal life, then you will not wonder about mean-
ingless happenings! You will not rub yourself sore on difficult
questions. The meaninglessness which appears to you in nat-
ural law, the inner and outer difficulties of the creature, will
not trouble you, the word accident (the concept of meaning-
lessness) will help you to overcome the most difficult questions
by burying them. - But if there is meaning behind all that hap-
pens, beyond cause and effect, then, so teaches us logic, there
must be a meaningful Cause behind it alll There you have, O
my son, caught the Godhead in the net of your logic! ‘I shall
not let go of You, unless You enlighten me!’

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 53



Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May) ABU0500

If apparently meaninglessly destructive lightening should strike
your own or your brother’s house (the Master knew that light-
ening had struck the house of the brother of the Armenian
questioner in November 1909, and had killed the wife and
only child, paralysed the master of the house in both legs and
blinded him), and if you or he want to ask in the anguish-filled
night ‘Where is the meaning of this terrible event? Where,
now, is our God?’ Then call out to Him: Verily, You are a
hidden God; (Jeremiah 45:15), then you leave the last word to
God the Almighty, the All-Wise, the Kind: To let Him have
the last word in all terrors, in all sorrow - this is what it means
to believe! And you, my children, my friends, how quickly can
an outer or inner difficulty, sorrow or death overtake you; set
your souls, today, in the hour of happiness, of peace, in the
ring of audacious belief; as the diamond is set in gold, thus
should your soul be set in the closed form of the ring of auda-
cious belief: Never leave the last word to the occurrences, the
things, the terrors: ‘The worst thing is always the last-but-one,
because God has the last word and is the End of all” - A God,
were He not to have the last word, would that be a God?

My son, here on the mountain of all Religions (the Carmel
is equally holy to the Jews, Christians, Muslims, Persians,
Baha’is), engrave it on your hands, tattoo it on your heart: 1.
Accident is meaninglessness - 2. I, the creature with sense and
spirit, originate from the Source of all meaning, all spirit. -3. 1
can, I will, I must therefore reject accident, meaninglessness in
all that happens. 4. I therefore surrender unconditionally, in
life and death, to my Maker, the All-Meaningful, the Almighty
and All-Wise. - 5. He does with me what He wills. He is
the hidden God, on Whom I cast myself in all sorrow, in all
fear. His Will will let me bear only what His benevolence has
decreed and can justify. -

The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah tells you about this in the
Hidden Words (Arabic): ‘Earthly calamity is My providence,
My will, thy fate decreed by Me, in outward appearance it
is purification, fire and punishment, in truth it is light and
mercy, guidance and rescue. Why wilt thou flee from divine
purification and guidance decreed for thee, as if it were mean-
inglessness (accident), aimlessness and purposelessness? Draw
near to sorrow, accept suffering, embrace misery, so that thou
mayest triumph as an eternal lamp and an immortal spirit.
This is My command. Understand it, observe it!”’

SDW v13#10 p.101-102
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Words spoken in Feb. 1910 in Haifa

You must be very thankful to God for He brought you to this
Holy Land to visit the Blessed Tomb, and to sit down with Me
in absolute love and amity. There are many acquainted ones;
but few are the friends. In the forest there are numerous trees;
but blessed are the trees which are trained by the gardener. A
King has a great number of subjects, but few are his initiated
ones. Now God has elected you and led you to the Kingdom
of Abha. Therefore, you must be very grateful to God, the
Bestower of these bounties upon you.

The people of the world are all divers, they plunge in the deep
ocean of existence. Most of them when submerged bring out a
few shells filled with mud; whereas others bring out with them
peerless pearls.

PN_ 1910 p002

ABU3088

Words spoken in Feb. 1910 in Haifa
Question/topic: If the spirit is free from place, then what is in us which receives the Light? Is this
Bounty universal, that is, is every soul endowed with it?

Question: “If the spirit is free from place, then what is in us
which receives the Light?”

Answer: “The Bounty of God is within the heart; it receives
the Light.”

Question: “Is this Bounty universal, that is, is every soul en-
dowed with it?”

Answer: “Certainly, yes. But it is as follows: The bounty
is dormant or latent in the hearts. Belief and faith make it
appear, and become manifest. For instance, the capacity of
burning is latent in every candle, but the one which is ignited,
makes the bounty of illumination to manifest and to become
evident.”

PN_1910 p002
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Words spoken in Feb. 1910 in Haifa

Question/topic: What is the difference between heart and mind?

Question: “What is the difference between heart and mind?”

Answer: “Both are one. Sometimes it is called heart and some-
times mind: but mind is of two kinds; one is a worldly mind
which seeks the livelihood. This mind is universal-is possessed
by every individual. The other is a divine mind; it is directed
to the Divine world, therefore, in the Gospel it is said, ‘You
should have one mind,’ i.e., the heavenly mind through which
the bounty and grace of Christ is obtained.”

PN__1910 p002

ABO01057

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Feb-01

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Letter number 158 which
you had written to his honor Manshadi was reviewed. Since
that yearner after the Abha Beauty has ascended to the realm
of supreme mercy, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, out of utmost kindness, is
writing this response.

You had written about the incident in Nayriz. This incident
was truly an apocalyptic, bloody, and sorrowful event. Hearts
were agitated and souls inflamed from this painful and tragic
occurrence. Some ignorant ones criticized ‘Abdu’l-Baha, ask-
ing why, given the despotism of government forces, He did not
assist the nationalists. If ‘Abdu’l-Baha had assisted them, they
would have triumphed in a short time, but the first thing they
would have done would have been to kill the friends of God.
Now, despite the fact that the friends of God everywhere were
impartial and well-wishers to both sides, maintaining complete
calm and showing the utmost consideration and goodwill to
all parties, as soon as they gained power in Nayriz, they per-
petrated such horrible bloodshed. They drew daggers across
the blessed throats of those holy souls, made them targets for
arrows and bullets, and showed no shame before the civilized
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nations of the world. After killing them, they mutilated the
bodies and crucified them. Now imagine what would have hap-
pened if ‘Abdu’l-Baha had opposed the government forces to
assist the nationalists.

In any case, despite this, we seek peace and harmony and
consistently call for unity and concord. We have written re-
peatedly that government and people must blend together like
milk and sugar, otherwise progress and prosperity are impossi-
ble and unattainable. We pray for all, that the peerless Lord
may enable all to manifest human virtues and grant joy and
prosperity.

Regarding the oppressed martyrs, a letter of condolence was
written to the friends in Nayriz, and a detailed prayer of visi-
tation was composed and sent. It is enclosed with the letters
to Aqa Mirza Tirazu’llah and Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar. After
reading them, please deliver them. Also, somehow a sum was
arranged. Darvish Ghulam-Husayn passed away in Baku and
bequeathed all his possessions to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The entire
amount was sent through his honor Afnan of the Sacred Tree,
Aqa Mirza Aqa, for the survivors of the Nayriz martyrs and
the homeless. The assistance provided by his honor Aga Mirza
Bagqir Khan and his honor Aga Mirza Kuchik Afnan was very
timely and acceptable.

The draft that you had sent for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of
America was received and will be forwarded. Convey the Most
Glorious Abha greetings to all the friends of God, one and all.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11903

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-03

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter with the
copy image of two messages arrived. Truly, your honor endures
the utmost hardship and engages in service. These services
are proof of servitude at the Divine Threshold and orientation
toward the Abha Kingdom. I hope that you will always be
successful and confirmed.

2 You had mentioned the account of corruption and sedition by
the followers of Yahya, who have risen up with calumnies and
day and night give reports to the government. You must persist
in peace, amity, love and goodwill toward all people, loyalty to
the government, and non-interference in political affairs. The
arrows of calumny which they shoot will return to their own
breasts.

You should think about how conflict and contention among
all humanity might be eliminated and how the foundation of
unity, harmony and oneness of the world of humanity might
be laid. Have no other concerns.
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AB02140

To: Spiritual Assembly of Bushruyih et al., in Bushruyyih

Date: 1910-Feb-0/

O friends and maidservants of the All-Merciful! o bl 5 OLL !

Praise be to God that the gates of supreme mercy are open
to all faces, and the birds of the Most Glorious Paradise are
harmonious with the song and melody of the Self-Sufficient
Lord. He has made His servants and maidservants confidants
of mysteries and companions in spiritual joy and delight. The
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compassions of the All-Merciful encompass all and the favors
of the All-Glorious are complete.

In every clime and land spiritual assemblies are established
and gatherings of the All-Merciful prepared, with the table of
infinite bounties spread. The clamor of divine love has mingled
East and West together, and the celestial melody has set both
Orient and Occident in motion.

Such tumult and murmur will certainly not remain without
incidents and events, and such thunder and lightning and rain
cannot exist without storms. Inevitably events will sometimes
occur, but “the end belongs to the God-fearing” is certain and
“glad tidings to the sincere” is assured.

5 The famous poet said: “Until the cloud weeps, how can the

meadow smile?” Until self-sacrifice and endurance of hard-
ships in this mortal world occur, joy and success in the divine
world will not be realized. This is among the requirements of
the human world - the severity of cold and snow and rain and
storms and blizzards of winter causes the spring season to ap-
pear and the sweet fragrance of flowers and herbs to perfume
the nostrils. The world becomes alive and the realm of being
finds new life.

; These times shall pass and end, this dust shall settle, these dark

clouds shall disperse, and the Sun of Truth shall eventually
shine at the meridian upon the regions of Turk and Tajik and
Asia and Europe and America and Africa generally. Soon they
will all hear the sound of this melody and anthem and salvo.
“On that day the believers shall rejoice.”
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To: Masumsih wife of Samandar, mother of Tarazullah, in Qazvin

Date: 1910-Feb-0

O you who are enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

Praise be to God that your respected spouse is a salamander in
the fire of love, and your children are saplings of the Abha Par-
adise, all engaged in melody and joy, and in the feast of alast
(Am I not your Lord?) they are companions of the lute and
the oud, and each one has a melody and song in the rose gar-
den of the love of God, and through divine bounty, intelligence
and hearing and culture. That family is a sign of the guidance
of the All-Merciful and that household is the manifestation of
endless favors.

His honor Mirza Taraz is the ornament of the preface of faith
and certitude, and the royal falcon soaring in the heights of love
of the Self-Sufficient Lord. For some time he was wandering
in every land in the path of God. Now We have sent him to
Qazvin so that through meeting with him you may sweeten
the desire of heart and soul.

And upon you be the glory of glories!
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To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1910-Feb-0/

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Truly thou art firm and
steadfast, and art diligent in serving the children of the martyrs.
The stature and bearing of that servant of the Most Glorious
Beauty are worthy and befitting of this radiant robe.

The children of the martyrs of Manshad will, God willing,
through thy endeavors, make the utmost progress in reading,
writing and crafts. These services of thine are accepted at the
Sacred Threshold and are beloved and cherished in the sight
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and constitute a manner and conduct that is
pleasing to the divine friends.
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Convey to each and every one of the friends the Most Glorious
and Most Wondrous greetings. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB10169

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-04

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar is truly
engaged in service, and until now had means of livelihood avail-
able, but now those means have been cut off. Through the
endeavors of the friends of the Spiritual Assembly, some oc-
cupation must be arranged for him that will bring peace and
tranquility to his mind and enable him to continue in his pre-
vious services.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-04

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and all the writings you had penned in your own hand were
accepted. If a position becomes available in government offices,
you may enter into such employment, but you must conduct
yourself in such a way as to bring honor to the Cause of God.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11356

To: Haney, Mariam et al.
Date: 1910-Feb-0

O Thou peerless Lord! Let this suckling babe be nursed from
the breast of Thy loving-kindness, guard it within the cradle
of Thy safety and protection and grant that it be reared in the
arms of Thy tender affection.
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AB11677

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-06

O harbinger of the Covenant! Thou hast written concerning
Khurasani, the Muslim divine of Najaf. Thou shouldst
assuredly write in confidence to Aga Mirza Asadu’llah-i-
Mazindarani, asking him, if possible, to make a journey to
visit him. He should, with a resolve born of the Kingdom, with
spiritual strength and holy aspirations, with the breathings of
heaven, and assisted by the confirmations of the Holy Spirit
proceed thereto and speak forth with proofs and evidences,
that perchance the light of the Most Great Guidance may
illuminate Khurasani’s heart and soul, delivering him entirely
from his self, and causing him to find peace within the shelter
of divine bestowals.

He should, moreover, help him to understand, through proofs
and evidences, that the institution of ijtihad, the dominion of
the ‘ulama, the pleading of cases before the mujtahids, the at-
tachment of the masses to them and their congregating behind
them, and the rule of the religious leaders—all these will ere-
long be rolled up. The people will all adopt the disposition of
the Europeans and become preoccupied with the comforts of
this world. The foundation of religion will be entirely shaken
and undermined—indeed, behold how weak and feeble it hath
already become within this short period of time!

It is thus evident that religion and faith will soon be swept away
and forgotten, even as it hath already happened in Europe,
unless the hearts are vivified and the souls freed from the world
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through the breaths of the Holy Spirit and a new Dispensation
is inaugurated. This matter is clear and manifest and requireth
no further proof or evidence. The Glory of Glories rest upon
thee!

Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah must protect the confidentiality
of this distinguished personage and speak to him with the ut-
most forbearance and wisdom. That is to say, he must not
vehemently rend the veil asunder.
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ABO03837

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Date: 1910-Feb-06

O exalted branch of the divine Lote-Tree! Your letter of the
11th of Rajab arrived after some time, thus the delay in re-
sponding. Since the day of departure until now, this letter has
arrived. However, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is ever mindful of you and
familiar with your mention, and I beseech from the Sacred
Threshold confirmation and success for you, so that you may
demonstrate conclusively at the axis of contingent existence
that you are a branch of that blessed Tree and have combined
nobility of lineage with loftiness of character. The relationship
is genuine and you share with me in servitude to the Threshold.

O spiritual beloved! His honor the illustrious Afnan of the
Blessed Tree, your respected father, was the pride of the righ-
teous ones, and from the Kingdom of mysteries he maintains
complete attention and regard for you, desiring that through
the outpourings of the cloud of grace and the heat of the Sun
of Truth and the life-bestowing breeze of providence, you may
grow and develop in the stream of the blessed Cause such that
your branches and leaves reach to the canopy of heaven, that
eternal glory may unveil its face.

3 Kiss the face and hair of the Afnan of the divine Lote-Tree,
Jinab-i-Mirza Kuchik, on my behalf and encourage and urge
him to serve the Threshold night and day.
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ABO04107

To: Taraziyyih Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1910-Feb-06

O divine leaf! Your letter arrived and your humility and suppli-
cation at the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones, was accepted. Boundless fa-
vors from every direction will encompass you and the aid and
grace of the All-Merciful Lord has been perfected in your be-
half. The service you have undertaken is accepted, for you
have become a teacher of the love of God in the girls’ school
and give lessons in the stations of divine unity. Assuredly you
will be assisted and your deeds will conclude with the opening
of divine favors.

I sent His Honor Taraz to the east and west and north and
south. In every region he raised his melody and voice, and
sang such a song and raised such a high tune that he made
souls harmonize and become intimate confidants in steadfast-
ness to the Blessed Cause. He became somewhat ill, therefore
he rested for a while near the Holy Shrine of the Glorious Mas-
ter. Now I am sending him to Qazvin for rest and repose for
a few days, so that he may engage in services in that land for
a time. Afterwards a new plan will be made and he will travel
and move about to teach the Cause of the Manifest Light.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3l s E s dey 5 tasl sl td ), (o
;-T.MJ\ ‘G—C}‘Y St} JJLA dtn* dt.wT)J
Jols g a3 0L Ol ws§ J e
)adb,op;,:tp,df«,nfjdl,
e 5258 13 & ot 42 Ju6 5 >
A ;,:; sl Ol Olas s 1) cwld
Sy d) P b5 Olalie s 5 g
WY 2l Jle) sadls , xS Al

A5 dal

Crer s s ok 58 AL O
335 w5l e B a3 gl p
s 8 a5 a3l 55 SUE Ol
32 555 Slaws SDle o s calinal
;,a_j)\ﬁ-)ag_;.\:g-\.l\.&,\,i‘}:lcg).\iajf
Lol dl 5y Coly bl g Sandtia
Lo S bl 5 caly G e
prie lodz 2T 55 Gda b o
G o5 o) g 208 e S5 dny 355

258 ol ES m y e

¥ el Se

MKT7.140a, AYBY.400 #100, PYB+#183
p.76, KNJ.097, KHSH09.050, TRZ1.338a,
YQAZ.409x

64

1

2

3


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=465
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=482
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-144.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-409.html
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/183.PDF#page=76
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/183.PDF#page=76
https://bahai-library.com/kharman_adab_honar_9
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/72.pdf#page=1
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

ABO07556

AB04848

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Rasht
Date: 1910-Feb-06

O herald of the Covenant! The letter from Qazvin was re-
viewed with utmost love and kindness and joy and delight. I
hope that you will spend your days [well]. Due to lack of
time, a brief response is being written. If Jinab-i-Aga Mirza
Asadu’llah-i-Mazandarani is able to hasten to Najaf and meet
with the aforementioned person with utmost courtesy, it would
be most appropriate. Convey most glorious and sweetest greet-
ings to Jinab-i-Mudabbir. He is always in mind and before our
eyes. Surely he is grateful and thankful to be free from entan-
glements. Convey on my behalf utmost sincerity and heartfelt
love and conscientious regard to his honor Farman and Nasr
and Nasir, and keep these persons very confidential. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

He is God!

3 O descendant of that illustrious person! If it were possible for
you yourself to also meet with the respected person in Najaf,
and if not possible to correspond in confidence, it would be
better. And upon you be Glory.
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ABO07556

To: Agqa Muhammad Mihdi Akhavan Safa, in Rasht
Date: 1910-Feb-06

O mine of faithfulness and fountain of purity! Your services at
the Sacred Threshold are on the tongues of the Manifestations
of guidance and accepted at the Divine Court. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
will seek your praise and encouragement from the Concourse on
High, therefore He Himself will not engage in this established
practice.

Praise be to God, you are a humble servant at the Sacred
Threshold and a reverent guardian at the Blessed Court. You
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have traveled in the path of God and engaged in encouraging
the friends and guiding those who have gone astray.

3 In these days, permission is not given to anyone, but purely
for your sake, permission is given to the two sons of Aga Mirza
Khalil. There is no more time - please excuse me.

1 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10508

To: Rustam Ardishir (Bombay)
Date: 1910-Feb-06

O Rustam, champion of the field! The arena is vast - thou must
gallop forth. The ball of bounty is at hand - the polo stick must
be wielded. Such is my hope: that thou mayest become the
royal horseman of this field, that thou mayest gallop forth and
seize the ball. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABUO0227

Words spoken to Miss St. of Southampton on 7 Feb 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Seventh letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

You asked me to look among my notes to see whether ‘Abdu’l-
Baha ‘Abbas Effendi, your beloved Master, had left us some-
where and sometime precise explanations on the cabbalistic
philosophy of life of the great Manifestation of the Bab, writ-
ten down in His book “Bayan”, and of the Prophet Baha’u’llah,
written down in His book “Kitab-i-Aqdas”. Indeed, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has given detailed explanations of the Abjad on several
occasions to Miss St. of Southampton, during her stay of sev-
eral months’ duration in Haifa (1910). I shall quote here, in

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 66


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/250.pdf#page=20
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-477.html

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May) ABU0227

a German translation from “Dragoman-English”, what your
Master then expounded in the Arabic language:

1st lesson, 7 February (Monday) 1910.

The Master: My dear guests! The teaching of the “abjad”
is the teaching of the mystic relationship between words, the
numerical value of whose letters, when added up, agree. An
example:

1. The predicate (adjective) of God is “One”. God is unique -
alone. One is called “Vahid” in Arabic.

2. Another predicate of God is “vujud” = “the Existing One”,
Who is.

A third predicate of God is Vahdatu’l-Vujud = the only Exist-
ing One. A fourth predicate is Hayy = the Living and the fifth
predicate is “Ahya”’ = the One giving life to the world.

Now the numerical value
of “vahid” =1 and 9

of “vujud” = 19

of “vahdatu’l-vujud = 19
of “Hayy” = 19

of “ahya” = 19

Thus God, Who is the Cause of all Being and all Life, is ex-
pressed in the number 1, and the other eighteen letters are
counterposed to Him as the Letters of the Living (Huruf-i-
Hayy). This is why His Holiness the Bab has chosen the num-
ber 19 = 1 + 18 above all for his calendar reform, for the
number of His disciples etc.

The letters (alphabet) and the numbers (arithmetic) have a
mystic correspondence with transcendent reality. The letters
and numbers are the elements (the Greek word for elements,
which is also used by the Arab philosophers, is called “Sto-
icheia”) of the spiritual and the material worlds. As words
these elements are the source of all things intellectual, as let-
ters they represent the source of matter. The plurality (27 to
28) of the letters can be traced back to the point (nuqtih), in
the case of the numbers, to the one. The point of the world
of letters and the one of the world of numbers thus become a
universal principle which conditions, penetrates and limits the
world of appearances.

Every Prophet, from Adam to Baha’u’llah, has shown Him-
self to be the Logos, (Gospel of John, chapter I, verses 1,2),
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the Demiurge, the Manifestation, the Emanation of the All-
Highest Godhead; the Prophet proves His God-given creative
power by producing a book, the letters and numerical values
of which represent a counterplay (reflection) of transcendent
reality. All the Holy Books, such as Avesta, Veda, Old and
New Testaments, Qur’an, Bayan, Kitab-i-Aqdas, can only be
correctly grasped spiritually with the aid of the science of let-
ters and numbers revealed by the Prophet Himself. For this
reason books such as the Book of Daniel in the Old Testa-
ment and the Revelation of St. John in the New Testament
are completely understood by few Jews and Christians, for to
whom does the Prophet concerned (all Prophets from Adam
to Baha'u’llah have written their Holy Books, even when their
written records have not survived until later eras) reveal His
science of letters and numbers but to the disciple who has
opened his heart to the Holy Spirit of truth, unity and of love!

In the Arabic language the first letter is “alif” = the symbol
of letters for the transcendent Godhead. The second letter
“bi” denotes the Logos, namely the Prophet for the Age. The
point in the “bi” = in Arabic Nuqtih, is the essence in “bi”,
that is to say in a higher sense it is the sign and symbol of
the Logos, the Prophet of the Age. That is why His Holiness
the Bab also called Himself the Point = Nuqtih. “Hadrat-i-
Nugqtiy-i-Ula = His Holiness the First Point or Primal Point.”
The Qur’an starts with the word Bismi’llah = In the name
of God. The Arabic word nuqtih = point thus represents the
first letter in the “bi” of Bismi’llah and thus comprehends the
essence of the whole of the Qur’an. In the dogmatic teach-
ings about the Qur’an, called Hadith, it says: “Everything
that is in the Qur’an lies in the first Surih, the Fatihah, and
everything that is in the Fatihah is to be found in the first sen-
tence: Bismi’llahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim = in the Name of God,
the Merciful, the Compassionate, and everything in this first
sentence is contained in the “bi” (its initial letter), and every-
thing contained in the “bi” is to be found in the point under
the “bi” (its smallest part), and I (the Prophet, here ‘Ali) (suc-
cessor and interpreter of Muhammad and the Qur’an) am the
Point (Nuqtih) under the “bi”” - His Holiness the Bab has
found from counting the letters of the phrase: Bismi’llahi’r-
Rahmani’r-Rahim that the number 19 represents the mystic
basic number of the cosmos (universe). This mystic basic num-
ber 19 at the same time represents the Logos, the Manifesta-
tion, the Emanation of God, which can at the same time be
designated by the “bi” or the point (nuqtih) under the “bi”.
The Great One - the absolute Godhead (God the Father) in
its unfoldment and development of numbers unfolds into the
cosmos, the plurality of appearances.
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My dear guests, do not think that the mysticism of letters and
numbers governs only Islam, the Babi and the Baha’i Teach-
ings - no, all the holy books, such as Avesta, Vedas, Old and
New Testament, contain the ancient cabbalistic wisdom of the
Orient. We, of the Orient, distinguish between the wholly tran-
scendent Primal Deity, in the Christian sense God the Father,
and the Logos (Gospel of St. John, chapt. 1, verses 1 and
2), in the Christian sense God the Son, also called Demiurge
(in the sense of the Greek philosophers), also called the Pri-
mal Will by His Holiness the Bab and designated by the Su-
fis (religious brotherhood) by the name of tawhid = oneness.
The Judeo-Christian idea of the Messiah, Redeemer, appears
in Islam as the Mahdi, in the Baha’i Teachings as Nuqtih,
the Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah chose for Himself the des-
ignation: “Qa’imu’z-Zaman”, meaning “Lord of the Age”, for
the Divine Manifestation Baha’u’llah is the Lord of His Cycle,
Master and Lord of His Age, which may last for a thousand
years, but which may, in accordance with the development of
mankind toward truth and unity, come to its conclusion before
a thousand years are up. Time and hour belong to God, the
All-Highest.

Beloved guests! We have engaged your minds and your in-
tellect beyond measure with the difficult tasks of the ancient
wisdom of the East, the dawning-place of the sun. May you
not underestimate these problems of God and man which are
so definite and profound for western, prosaic minds, and greet
with me the Blessed Beauty of Baha'u’llah, the latest Bearer
of the Divine Will of Revelation: “Ya-Sahibu’z-Zaman, Allah-
u-Abha.” - (Sahib = Lord, equivalent of “Qa’im”, Lord, thus:
“Ya = o, Sahib = Lord, u’z-zaman = of the age, the era. - O
Lord of the Age”).

The Master closes the meeting and retires to His rooms.

SDW v11#04 p.039-041
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To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1910-Feb-19

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Praise be to God!
The infinite bounty of God hath resuscitated the whole world,
and the East and the West have come united with the bond of
the summons of God.

Today the call of the Kingdom of God hath reached the hearing
of the far and near of all the continents of the world and the
standard of the solidarity of mankind is held aloft by the grasp
of Divine Power.

The melody of the East has made joyous and happy the West-
ern world, and the song of the West has penetrated the ears of
the Eastern people.

From the inception of the world until now there has been no
uniting bond between Persia and America, and communication
and correspondence never transpired between these two coun-
tries. Now consider what a joy and bliss have united these two
regions in the shortest space of time! What a real and ideal
tie hath bound these together! What spiritual communications
have been revealed! And now is only the beginning of this early
morn and this is only the result of the twilight preceding the
dawn. Soon will the star of this unity shine forth and flood
all the horizons with its light, and perfect connection and real
oneness be obtained in all the regions of the earth.

But the speedy realization of these hopes is dependent upon
this: That the beloved of God in the West shall arise in unison
with perfect strength, girding the loins of endeavor in service
and putting forth their greatest effort in the way of unity and
love. They must not rest a moment nor take a breath of ease.
Nay, rather, night and day must they be striving, working and
serving! And with perfect severance, spirituality and the best
intent and effort must they hasten to promulgate the Divine
Teaching, and above all they must act according to the pre-
cepts and exhortations of His Holiness Baha’u’llah, for in this
cycle of Baha’u’llah verbal confessions and acknowledgements,
literal faith and certainty and external relations are of no avail.
Nay, rather, the beloved of God and the maid-servants of the
Merciful must manifest such attributes and ethical conduct as
to embody and personify the teachings of Baha’u’llah. They
must promulgate the law of the Kingdom with deeds and not
words. Thus may they become the quintessence of being, the
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; O ye beloved of Abdul-Baha!
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signs of the Kingdom of God, standards of the Supreme Con-
course. May ye be salutary water for the thirsty, an evidence
of guidance for the seeker, protection and support for the help-
less, a shelter and home for the wanderers, the treasury of the
Kingdom for the poor; the source of hope and happiness for
the disappointed; the remedy of the heart and soul for the ail-
ing. May you manifest the utmost of kindness to the human
race; to weep with him who mourneth and to laugh with him
who rejoiceth; sympathizing with the helpless; in communion
with the wanderer; a friend to the friend and foe.

The beloved of God and the
maid-servants of the Merciful intend to found a Mashrak-el-
Azkar in Chicago. They have sent to us numerous plans, that
one may be accepted and the edifice be built accordingly. Now
the funds must be accumulated, the land entirely paid for and
the necessary preparations for building made and then the ac-
cessory matters considered. Therefore, make ye an effort and
show ye zeal that the price of the land be fully discharged and
the means for the edifice procured.

The beloved in the East are striving with heart and soul to
contribute to the best of their ability, although the internal
conditions of Persia have, during the last few years, been ex-
ceedingly disturbed. This revolution affected all conditions
and walks of life. There has been no agriculture, no trade and
no commerce; nay, rather, in all the provinces there have been
political disputes and quarrels between the two parties, namely,
the nationalists and the constitutionalists. Thus, they have
been wholly occupied with their own affairs. Notwithstanding
this, they have striven to contribute to the Mashrak-el-Azkar
in Chicago according to their best ability, and they will never
be found wanting! If Persia should obtain order, the beloved
there will make a worthy contribution.

And I supplicate the Kingdom of God to aid and confirm you.

Upon ye be Baha’u’llah-el-ABHA!

SW_ v014#04 p.008-009, SW_ v06#17 p.140x
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Words spoken on 1910-Feb-19 in Haifa

An instruction from Abduil-Baha to a pilgrim at Haifa, Feb.
19, 1910.

If any one comes to you and endeavors to belittle the station
of another in your presence or speaks in any terms against
another, you must not listen; nay, rather, excuse yourself by
saying that you are a Bahai and that you cannot hear anything
but the praise of your brother.

PN__unsorted p074

AB09300

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Beirut
Date: 1910-Feb-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
You had expressed distress and anxiety about the tests. You
are right, but remember the verses of the Qur’an. Yet hope in
the favors of the Beloved’s Beauty is such that you will remain
protected and preserved.

> Regarding divination, it was clearly stated that if the bene-
fits and advantages or disadvantages of an important matter
are not evident and clear, and you have doubts, in such cases
divination is permissible for you alone, but not permissible
in ordinary matters. Now you should proceed accordingly -
“When thou art resolved, put thy trust in God.” The tele-
graph expense is accepted and recorded in the account, but
the reckoning is with the noble scribes.

Regarding return, it was previously written that the Iraq route
is more suitable, and His Excellency’s wise judgment is appro-
priate. Communicate and request instructions. If you return
with the permission of the regent and parliament, it would cer-
tainly be better. It was also written before to communicate
from Iraq, and the purpose of communication was to obtain
permission, for the government’s purse is empty like the heart
of Moses’ mother, and they will seek to obtain funds from
anyone by any means due to need. If you proceed without

EP 3 g ey PRl Ol b )
L;) Sl L; 3>- Y os}n} Obloezal )\
Sl ) el dy ] bl 1, S5 ol
Lo gan 5 Loiz § Cuils Ol Jla

§ 5y 0kt g Ol o)l (opas s
f‘;o‘;bkg:rdy\ét»,ot;;.f\
B G 52 2l €2l X075 4 25
g 0o A Sl edey W& )y ) ol
A1 52 dlse O b o Fle g asle
Ok 5o 5 Al o S5 Cape 31
(“f\i&’b s ph Sl 5o 5 e

ol

§ a2 0 J3 5 Caxlp popas 5o
O e ,\pcﬁwj Sl 7 3lse Bl 2 ol
G g L ol ) CRs 3819 Ole b
5 ekl soilal 031 4 §1 sl
Nyl Fe o) 2l Canl e 2
5l o Ble 0l 8 Ab B 8 2y,
"4“,.\'{ ey os oyla! d};& oxlz 5l 3 g2
AN b sl 2P il o S

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 72


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_unsorted.pdf#page=74

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB02921

permission, they will use this as a pretext to demand money.
Staying in Iraq is preferable since communication is easier.

What the noble descendant wrote regarding your journey is
exactly right. Indeed, if you had stayed there would have been
many harms - some are evident now and more will become
clear later. This journey was a pure bounty, both outwardly
and inwardly. I am writing two brief letters in my own hand
for those two individuals and sending them with this letter -
deliver them.

First going to Tehran is preferable, then to Shiraz.

ADMS#313x
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AB02921

To: Muhammad Thabit Maraghihi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1910-Feb-20

O thou steadfast and firmly rooted one! Thy letter was re-
ceived. Its contents were the cause of joy and gladness, for
they testified to the steadfastness and constancy of the souls,
and to the establishment of those blessed and promised assem-
blies. For the Blessed Beauty, my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones, gave unto ‘Abdu’l-Baha the explicit promise that
He would raise up souls who should shine upon East and West
with the lights of knowledge and the fire of the love of God.
Praised be God, the assemblies of ‘Ishqabad and the spiritual
gatherings are in the utmost attraction and kindling, and are
a source of delight and rejoicing unto hearts and souls.

O Lord! Be Thou a shelter and refuge unto the friends, and
perfume the nostrils of the loved ones with the breaths of ho-
liness. Breathe into their hearts the spirit of life, and show
unto their souls the path of salvation. Cast yet another tumult
into their minds, and kindle within the souls of the friends a
fiercer flame, that they may arise to that which is worthy and
befitting. Make Khurasan a heavenly rose-garden and a merci-
ful paradise, wherein the nightingale of realities and meanings
may pour forth its song. Thou art, verily, the Mighty and
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the Powerful; Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, and the All-
Seeing.

O thou steadfast one! Thou hadst written of the attraction and
rapture of the little children, and of the speech and utterance
of the young ones. It is the hope of Abdu’l-Baha that those
youthful souls in the schoolroom of the deeper knowledge will
be tended by one who traineth them to love. May they all,
throughout the reaches of the spirit, learn well of the hidden
mysteries; so well that in the Kingdom of the All-Glorious,
each one of them, even as a nightingale endowed with speech,
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will cry out the secrets of the Heavenly Realm, and like unto el S s
a longing lover pour forth his sore need and utter want of the nMvKI#107 p.130x, TRBB.025,
Beloved. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Baha. MUH3.288
SWAB#107x

AB11746

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-20

O Herald of the Covenant! Numerous letters have arrived and
their perusal brought continuous spirit and fragrance, for they
indicated the exaltation of the Word of God and the spread of
the verses of God.

Especially the letter which the Minister of Education had writ-
ten to the honored director of the Tarbiyat School - since
that letter indicated the excellent organization of the school, it
brought boundless joy.

My hope is that the Tarbiyat School may be under the pro-
tection of the one true God, and may achieve extraordinary
progress. And may all the friends strive that day by day it
may attain greater organization and that sciences and arts may
spread more abundantly.

The ring that Sani’u’s-Sultan had sent through Janab-i-Za'’ir
Ahli was very acceptable and beloved.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ibrahim Attar (Kirman)
Date: 1910-Feb-20

O seeker of truth! Those souls who counted themselves among
the people of truth and considered themselves discoverers of
mysteries and secrets have grown cold and withered at the ob-
stacle of unconsciousness, and like the dead have crept disap-
pointed, frustrated and hopeless into the pit of contemplation
and mystical unveiling. You who neither claimed gnosis nor
pretended knowledge of the secrets of truth have, praise be to
God, attained and reached that which was the ultimate hope
of true mystics.

Convey to Mr. Karbala’i Nazar ‘Ali the utmost longing of
‘Abdu’l-Baha and deliver the Most Wondrous Most Glorious
greeting. It is hoped that at every moment he will find a fresh
spirit and be confirmed with a new power.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06991

To: Mulla Rustam Bahram Farsi Kirmani
Date: 1910-Feb-20

O longtime friend! Thou didst send a letter of fragrant and
heart-pleasing meanings which indicated the dawning of the
manifest light.

When this light of guidance illumines the night-chamber of
heart and soul, it burns away the veil and barrier of estrange-
ment and teaches unity and oneness.

Praise God that you have been saved from aged imitation and
received a portion and share of the new bounty. All peoples
and religions know of truth by name only and take steps in the
path of vain imaginings, therefore they find no fulfillment.

Praise be to God that in this divine cycle the Persian friends
were raised up with radiant faces and received an abundant
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portion from the sea of divine bestowal. And upon you and
upon them be the most glorious glory. There is no more time.
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AB12224

To: Mashhadi Rida et al., in Qum
Date: 1910-Feb-21

O divine friends! Your letter was read at a time when a group
of American handmaidens of the Merciful were present and
earnestly desired to engage in conversation. However, I begged
their pardon, saying “I am writing a letter. Please be patient
until this letter is finished, after which we can converse.” They
graciously accepted, and thus I am engaged in writing.

2 O my spiritual friends! At this moment my heart and soul are
in such a state of excitement and fervor in love for those friends
that I cannot describe it or find words to express it. Turn to
your own hearts - surely this spiritual excitement in my heart
and soul must affect the hearts of those yearning ones as well.
Read that letter, for it is a musk-scented letter and a clear
page in the Book.

Through the grace and bounty of the Incomparable Lord, I be-
seech at every moment that each of those friends may become a
brilliant lamp illuminating that region, and that vast territory
may become perfumed with the holy fragrances of the Supreme
Kingdom. Day by day may the effects of the penetration of
the Word of God increase, and may the friends advance ever
further.

At the threshold of the Self-Subsisting Lord, I have offered
humble supplications and beseeched new confirmation and as-
sistance for you. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Qazvini (Samandar), Shaykh Kazim et al.
Date: 1910-Feb-21

Aqa Isma’il ibn Khalil has written a detailed letter regarding
the distribution of inheritance and was very sorrowful. I write
briefly that regarding the house, it was written to them that
since this matter is past and whatever inheritance that has
been distributed among the friends up to now is past, renewal is
not permitted. What comes henceforth must be implemented
according to what was written. But what is past is past. And
it is certain that Aqa Isma’il will acknowledge and comply.

But regarding the two hundred tumans for which a receipt was
taken from them, according to their letter they have paid one
hundred tumans. One hundred tumans remain. On my behalf,
convey the Most Glorious and Wondrous Greetings to their
other brother heirs and say that I am certain that whatever
I write to you, you will accept with heart and soul. There-
fore I assign that you forgo the remaining hundred tumans so
that love and harmony may be established among the brothers.
And if there is dire need, Jinab-i-Amin will pay this hundred
tumans, and this very letter serves as receipt for them.

3 In any case, O you two partners and sharers with ‘Abdu’l-Baha
in servitude at the Sacred Threshold, strive that this matter
may pass. And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mashhadi Mihdi et al., in Istahbanat
Date: 1910-Feb-21

O servants and maidservants of the All-Merciful! In truth, you
are enduring hardship in the path of God and are immersed in
an ocean of toil and trouble. The absence of Jinab-i-Karbila’i
Husayn is causing sorrow, but since this intensity and trouble
is in the path of the Most Holy One, I therefore hope that you
will endure this distress with utmost joy, for the end result is
a blessing and the ultimate favor of the Most Holy One.

Through the grace of the Lord, it is expected that soon the
means of happiness, joy, comfort and success will be prepared
and present, the star of eternal glory will rise, the lights of
divine forgiveness will shine forth, and the friends will turn
with complete assurance to the Abha Kingdom.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11767

To: Baha’is of Faran
Date: 1910-Feb-21

O spiritual friends! Praise be to God that whatever has flowed
from the Pen of the Covenant has become manifest and evident,

and whatever has not yet appeared will appear. This is certain.

Faran deserves the outpouring of the fire of the love of God

and is worthy of the melody and song of the Abha Kingdom.

This name issued from the Supreme Pen; therefore, its effects
must needs become manifest and evident.

‘Abdu’l-Baha is always anticipating that the Call of Truth will
set that land in motion and the life-giving breeze of God will
cause those trees to quiver. The manifest light will shine forth
and the verses of unity will be chanted. Mysteries will be
revealed and the flame of light will become a blazing fire.
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Due to the multitude of occupations and engagements, there
is no opportunity for more than this. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abbas.
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To: Muhammad Isma’il Khalili, in Qazvin
Date: 1910-Feb-21

... The intention of “firstborn” is the eldest of the surviving male
children; it doth not include the eldest of female children, even
if she be the eldest of all children. And when He mentioneth
“male children” excluding females, the meaning is that perhaps
a person hath ten male children: if the eldest dieth, the second
taketh his place; if the second dieth, the third taketh his place;
if the third dieth, the fourth taketh his place. Therefore, in
the blessed verse it is expressed in the plural....
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AB06721

To: George Allen Saunders, in New York
Date: 1910-Feb-22

O illumined youth! Your sweet portrait reached ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and He looked at it very carefully. The light of guidance was
evident in that portrait, for it possessed utmost beauty. When
the light of the love of God shines upon a face, the countenance
attains the utmost grace and beauty.

Now you must thank God that you have attained such bounty
and achieved such a gift. Convey my utmost love and kindness
to your dear parents. I will supplicate and implore for them

at the Kingdom of God and seek divine assistance and favor.

And on behalf of all the Eastern friends, convey to them utmost
respect and yearning greetings.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01780

Date: 1910-Feb-24

O God! O Cleaver of the seed and Creator of the soul!

2 Thou hast created a luminous essence, a divine reality, a ra-
diant jewel, and a brilliant pearl, and made it to shine with
lights, to radiate with signs, to unveil mysteries. Thou hast
manifested through it all names and attributes, until Thou
didst make it a sign of Thy mercy, a banner of Thy gift, a
mark of Thy grace, and a trust of Thy love among Thy crea-
tures. Thou didst create it in a noble form and finest mold,
and made it a dawning-place of lights among the righteous, a
brilliant lamp in the gathering of the chosen ones, a gleaming
star and a radiant luminary from the dayspring of divine signs.

He arose to make mention of Thee, to spread Thy traces, to ex-
plain Thy verses and expound Thy proofs among Thy servants.
He guided them to the straight path and called them to the
right way. He lit for them the lamp of guidance and led them
along the path of righteousness. He spoke words of praise and
quickened the hearts of the loved ones, until his fame spread
abroad and his cause became known, and he became renowned
among people for finest character and noble lineage. He illu-
mined the horizons with the light of guidance and drew light
from the Luminary of the East.

Then the people of hypocrisy rose against him and shot at him
arrows of dissension. He hastened to the place of sacrifice, sup-
plicating at the threshold of grandeur, offering up his soul with
boundless joy and delight, until the wicked ones assailed him
with bullets of condemnation and killing, leaving no escape. He
drank the wine of faithfulness from the cup of supreme mar-
tyrdom in Thy path, O my Most Exalted Lord, tears flowing,
heart trembling, supplicating to Thee, imploring before Thee,
placing his trust in Thee.
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O Lord! Shelter him in the vicinity of Thy greatest mercy,
shade him beneath Thy Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary,
make him a warbling bird upon the branches, singing varied
melodies in Thy most exalted paradise upon the Tuba tree.
Admit him into the garden of meeting, the gathering place of
divine manifestation, through the appearance of Thy Beauty
shining with lights upon all regions and lands. Verily Thou art
the Generous, the Exalted, and verily Thou art the Kind, the
Powerful, the Bestower.
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AB02236

To: Nasrullah son of Muhammad Bagir et al., in Najafabad
Date: 1910-Feb-2/

O two servants of the Threshold of Truth! From reading the
letter of those two birds of the rose-garden of the love of God,
the utmost grief and sorrow was obtained. In truth, in this
severe calamity two eyes must shed tears of blood, therefore
eyes are weeping, hearts are burning, and souls are filled with
sighs and laments.

But that lion-hearted one attained the most great bounty and
the supreme triumph, and in the field of sacrifice drank the cup
of greatest martyrdom. He followed the example of the Exalted
One and the martyrs of the plain of tribulation and the martyr
of Karbila and the people of faithfulness. Though he departed
this world, he raised his banner in the other world. Though he
was deprived of this earthly mortal life, yet he attained eternal
life and reached felicity in the divine world.

Would that this servant had been united with that noble one
in that field and become intoxicated from that cup! “Would
that T had been with him, that I might have won a mighty
victory!” But it is hard on those left behind, who are afflicted
with separation and forbidden from beholding that one near to
the Most Great Threshold. Indeed it is difficult for them.

Through the grace of God and the aid and favor of the All-
Merciful, it is hoped that He will grant patience and bestow
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endurance, otherwise fortitude and strength are difficult. In
any case, do not lose hope, for the lights of divine confirma-
tion are shining and the dawn of hope is manifest and intense
expectation is evident.

5 Supplications and entreaties were offered at the Threshold of

the Glorious Lord that the hand of aggression of the hostile
people be cut short, the assault of the oppressors be broken,
and the time of ease arrive for the friends. Verily my Lord has
power over all things.

i Convey condolences and consolation on behalf of this servant

to all the friends in this greatest calamity. And upon you both
be the Most Glorious Glory.

bl K Olg 5 b ‘Jb LS e
3 Sl bl i B050 L5 ke ey L
AL s gl s sl el 2

S & a3 el CJ“‘" TPV SY"
Oble o 5 355 oS Olsde ol Jsllas
M L;,) O ey OBk oy Sl 5 Sy
bes K

Capan Ul 53 ke U BV Olwgs moar
T 5 iz L3y s e @'f
@Y

TABN.106, TABN.292

AB02178

Date: 1910-Feb-2/

Tablet of Visitation for he who was martyred in the path of
God, Haji Haydar, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of
God

The brilliant light from the Supreme Horizon and the radi-
ant beam from the Kingdom of grandeur and glory surrounds
and illumines your enlightened resting place and shines upon
your purified grave, O noble man and distinguished master,
descendant of the righteous and offspring of the virtuous. I
testify that you believed in God and His verses, affirmed His
words, manifested His evidences, called the people to guidance,
gave them to drink of the wine of faithfulness, guided them to
the Supreme Kingdom, and feared neither the might of the
great ones, nor the assault of princes, nor the power of ene-
mies. Rather, you emerged firm in the Covenant, steadfast,
composed, and upright in confronting the wicked. You coun-
seled them night and day, showed them the signs, unveiled to
them the lights, and explained to them the mysteries. But the
heedless had blinded insights, corrupt inner thoughts, disfig-
ured faces, and darkened consciences. They were not receptive
to counsel but turned to shameful deeds, committed atroci-
ties, drew the swords of vice, and attacked you with bullets
that pierced hearts and vitals, not fearing the vengeance of
the Mighty, the Compelling. They violated and murdered and
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perpetrated that which caused the hearts of the pure ones in
the Supreme Concourse to lament. Ruin be upon them for this
atrocious deed and destruction be upon them for this great sin!

I thank God for having crowned your head with the crown of
supreme martyrdom and clothed you in the robe of sacrifice
in the scene of faithfulness. Blessed are you for this supreme
gift, good news to you for this magnificent bestowal! You have
become a star brilliantly dawning from the manifest horizon
and a lamp kindled and shining among the angels of the highest
heaven. I beseech God to strengthen me to follow your example
among all peoples. Upon you be praise, upon you be glory,
upon you be mercy, and yours is grace in the Kingdom of
Grandeur.

S ol Ko 1sa J,\j)\ 8 g
)L;\ ij” \)BLLG 9 AKV\ 9 U}LLU
%)j\“fwbb‘;.&oj‘)g—wbg“”di
Jooll 1 e o T 61801 G TaY
i) 2311 b ey ol
Bl L ST o S G
;-L}H -\?wﬁ L3 ;—T-\i]\ ;—TJ) M\} ‘54&'”
ST A S Al ods e S b
daLu K){ Cgde A vgk.vj\ Lol ods o
“ s By, obae 5 ol u’y‘w,”"”
B O Gy O ) e W S
5l S T S s o) S

TABN.105
AB03476
To: Fatimih Sultan wife of Haydar, in Najafabad
Date: 1910-Feb-24
Respected lady, thou who has been wronged in the path of & ol 5 U 4{5 B o taaglbe (ol

God. Shouldst thou lament and cry, shouldst thou groan and
complain, thou wouldst be justified for thou has sustained af-
flictions so continuous and calamities so great that no human
being hath borne their like.

In truth thou art a manifestation of the return of the wife of the
Prince of Martyrs Imam Husayn [Shahr-Banu|. Like thee that
wronged one of the world was afflicted with mighty calamities;
like thee she suffered grievous wrongs. But she was patient,
she was dignified, long-suffering and brave. At all times did
she loose her tongue in thanksgiving; at every moment did she
cry “Praise be to God that He hath enabled me to outrun all
other maidens in the arena of suffering!”

3 Since all thine afflictions and calamities have been borne in

the path of God, since all thy tests and trials have led thee
even towards supreme martyrdom in His Name, thou couldst
be the equal of Shahr-Banu and her peer. Give thanks to God,
therefore, for having honoured thee in this field of sacrifice.
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Lament not nor grieve for soon shalt thou see thine oppressors
losing their own hearth and home; soon shall they themselves
be humiliated, degraded and destroyed I too will supplicate
at the threshold of the one God that He may safeguard the
friends under the shelter of His protection.
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Visitation prayer
To: Amalie Knobloch
Date: 1910-Feb-24

O, thou Pure Spirit, Amalie Knobloch!

Although thou didst soar away from this terrestrial world, yet
thou didst enter into the immeasurable, illumined Universe of
the Almighty. While in this life thou didst hear the Divine
Call, beheld the light of Truth, became alive by the Breaths
of the Holy Spirit, tasted the sweetness of the Love of God,
became the Mid-Servant of the Lord of Hosts and the object
of the Bounties of His Highness the Desired one. Though didst
lead the erring ones into the Path of Truth and bestowed as
portion of the Heavenly Food to those who are deprived. Thou
didst consecrate the days of thy existence to the Service of His
Highness the Clement and spent thy time in the diffusion of
the Fragrances of the Paradise of Abha. There are many souls
perfumed and many spirits illumined through thy services!

O thou divine, beloved Maid-Servant! Although thou didst dis-
appear from the mortal eyes, yet thou didst train and educate
thy daughters, each of whom has arisen to serve the Kingdom
like unto thee and is engaged in the guidance of souls. In the
Assembly of wisdom they are the lighted candles; they sac-
rifice their lives in the Path of God; they are gardening in
thy orchard and irrigating thy rose-garden. Happy is thy con-
dition, for thou art enjoying Eternal Life in the Kingdom of
Everlasting Glory and hast left in this world kind and loving
Remembrances. Happy are those souls who visit thy luminous
resting-place and through thy commemoration receive and ac-
quire spiritual Powers.

BBBD.091, FRGA.039-040
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AB05500

To: Unknown, in Najafabad
Date: 1910-Feb-2/

O my God, my God! The ocean of forgiveness surges at every
moment through Thy grace upon the people of rebellion, and
the winds of bounty and beneficence blow from the direction
of providence upon those possessed of pride and transgression.
Despite this, how could one who arose to serve Thee, who
served at Thy holy threshold, who believed in Thee and Thy
words, and who accepted Thy verses, be deprived? Far be
it from Thee, far be it from Thee! Verily Thou art the All-
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, and verily Thou art the
All-Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

O Lord! Thy servant has arisen with all humility and contri-
tion, has renounced pride and arrogance, and has supplicated
to the Kingdom of Mysteries that Thou forgive his sins among
all creatures, increase his gifts, and make manifest unto him
the hidden treasures of Thy mercy in the realm of light, the
sphere of gladness and joy.

O Lord! Make him a sign of Thy mercy and a banner of Thy
forgiveness. Verily Thou art the Kind, the Loving, and verily
Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved.
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AB07015

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL et al.
Date: 1910-Feb-24

O friends and maidservants of the All-Merciful! If your in-
tention is to arrange a general gathering in Chicago during
Naw-Ruz, where people from all directions will be present and
discussions will be held regarding the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and
the oneness of the world of humanity will be proclaimed, and
the divine teachings will be discussed, and the counsels of the
Blessed Beauty will be explained and elucidated, it would be
better if this event were to take place during the Festival of
Ridvan, for Ridvan is the Most Great Festival and the weather
is perfectly moderate. Therefore, announce everywhere that
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whoever intends to be present in Chicago should come on that
blessed day.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. GC‘\J\ Ll uiJc » ;lc 4
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ABO06758

To: Mirza Mahmud brother of Mirza Mihdi et al., in Najafabad

Date: 1910-Feb-2/

O loving brothers! The constellation of Gemini in the heavens
is called “Two Figures” in Persian, which resembles two hu-
mans embracing each other. Now, O two fortunate brothers,
strive together with heart and soul so that day by day you may
become more successful and more confirmed.

Praise be to God, you are engaged in service and constant in
servitude. You are guardians of the threshold of the Abha
Beauty and servants of the loved ones of the All-Merciful. In
servitude, you are my confidants and intimates, and in self-
effacement and evanescence, you are of one voice and one
melody.

And this is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whom-
soever He willeth, and God is possessed of great bounty.
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AB07159

To: Muhammad Jafar, in Birjand
Date: 1910-Feb-2/

O God, O Forgiver of sins, Dispeller of cares, and Concealer
of shortcomings! Through Thy mercy cause these two servants
of Thy threshold, who are humble before Thy sovereignty, sub-
missive to Thy majesty, and lowly and broken-winged at Thy
door, to attain the kingdom of Thy bounty. Lord! Mend their
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broken bones, dress their wounds, treat their maladies, and
immerse them in the sea of Thy mercy. By Thy grace and
bounteousness, wash away their sins and make them signs of
Thy pardon and forgiveness in the kingdom of Thy holiness,
and banners of Thy favor and loving-kindness in the domin-
ion of Thy sovereignty. Thou art the Generous. Thou art the
Merciful. Thou art the Most Bountiful, the Almighty.
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ABO08172

To: Harriet M Cline, in Los Angeles
Date: 1910-Feb-2/

O handmaid of God! Thy letter was received. Praise be to
God, it demonstrated faith and certitude, and attraction to the
Kingdom of the All-Merciful. Thou didst ask to know thy duty:
Thou must act in accord with the counsels and exhortations
of the Abha Beauty, engage in training the people, become
the cause of guiding others. With heavenly qualities, and the
utmost kindness, devote thyself to all sorts of people, even
to enemies. Take no offense at anyone. Do not look at a
person’s behavior, at his deeds; do not treat him according to
his capacity and his deserts. Look toward God; look toward
the teachings of God. Thus, thou must be kind to all; thy
desire must always be this, to rejoice some heart, make some
soul happy....
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AB09307

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-2/

...In these days news has arrived that his honor Haji Haydar
from Najafabad was executed by firing squad in Isfahan at noon
prayer by order of the evil divines. In brief, if the present gov-
ernment desires divine confirmation, it must undertake requital
and justice. This matter is most important. All the friends in
Najafabad, men and women, young and old, are disturbed by
this incident. In Najafabad, Fath’ali Khan and his agents are
showing the utmost aggression, transgression, oppression and
tyranny toward the friends....
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ABO05455

To: Qaini, Muhammad Ali et al.,
Date: 1910-Feb-25

in Ishqabad

O Thou Who hast appeared from the unseen realm of con-
tingency upon all existence and hast shone with the lights of
Beauty upon the horizons of possibility, whereupon His signs
appeared with proof and evidence. He created man in the
finest mold and with a noble form and majestic temple among
the infinite forms in the realm of being.

My Lord! These two servants Thou didst create with power
and sovereignty, and Thou didst guide them to the fountain of
life, and gave them to drink from the cup of faith, and made
them drunk with the wine of certitude, and caused them to
speak with the most wondrous melodies in the gatherings of
divine knowledge, and established them in Thy service and in
spreading Thy verses and reciting Thy words and educating
children who were born in the bosom of Thy love and nursed
from the breast of Thy care and raised in the cradle of Thy
guidance and nurtured by the outpourings of the cloud of Thy
favors.
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My Lord! Assist them to exalt Thy Word among Thy creatures
and enable them to spread Thy banners among Thy creation.
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Generous, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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AB07005

To: Aqa Rahim et al.,
Date: 1910-Feb-25

in Panj Dih

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The effulgence of the Word of
God is like unto the rays of the sun which conquer the contin-
gent world and illumine the dark universe. It brings forth from
the realm of potentiality into the realm of visibility whatsoever
exists in the realities of beings, and causes to grow from pure
soil that which was hidden in the earth. From clean soil it
produces flowers and sweet herbs, while from brackish ground
nothing grows save worthless thorns and weeds. Therefore
praise ye God that, praise be to God, ye were pure and clean
soil which brought forth flowers and sweet herbs of faith and
certitude. This bounty is worthy of a thousand thanksgivings,
and this rose-garden deserves a thousand melodies.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Qaim Magami, Aqa Mirza Aqa et al., in Arak

Date: 1910-Feb-26

O spiritual friends! If ‘Abdu’l-Baha wishes to express His long-
ing, pages would not suffice. If I desire to see you, praise be to
God, you are present and manifest in the world of heart and
soul. If I wish to encourage service, praise be to God, you are
engaged in service. And if I seek to praise your conduct and
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words, praise be to God, you speak in remembrance of God
and are confirmed in sincere intention.

Therefore, it is better that I seek divine confirmation for you
and heavenly success, and ask for new support and bounty
from the grace and gift of the Most Glorious Beauty, that each
member of that gathering may become a bright candle and a
fruitful tree, a shining star and a sign of the bounty of the
Creator God.

Be assured of the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty, find rest
in the shade of the Divine Lote Tree, and be hopeful of infinite
protection and assistance. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

Due to lack of time, this was written briefly.
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To: Aga Ruhi
Date: 1910-Feb-26

O thou verdant plant of the Abha Paradise! O thou tender
sapling of the rose-garden of immortality! Although thou art
but a tiny creature in this world of existence, yet it is my
earnest hope that thou wilt become great in the Kingdom of
heaven. Although a mere child, yet praise be to God that
through the strengthening power of faith and certitude thou
art indeed as a grown-up and mature soul.

Know thou of a certainty that those of tender age in the Abha
Garden shall inherit the realm of the Kingdom and that the
outpourings of celestial grace encompass the children in the
school of the love of God. It is my hope that through the
manifold bounties of Him Who is the Lord of Oneness thou
mayest be reared and nurtured beside this heavenly stream
which floweth in the rose-garden of divine guidance. Upon
thee be the glory of the Most Glorious.
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To: Fakhkhar, Ustad Ali et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-Feb-26

O ye servants of the Most Glorious Beauty! Master Ali has
sent a lengthy poem in verse and has eloquently given voice,
turning to the praise of the Beloved of all horizons. Since this
is praise of the Truth, it is acceptable at the Divine Threshold
and worthy of commendation by the eloquent and learned ones.
He has mentioned you all and has sought triumph, prosperity,
bounty and success for all. Due to lack of time, Abdul-Baha
writes this one letter to you all collectively and with utmost
yearning and rapture makes mention of you and beseeches for
you a portion and share of divine favors.

One meaning of the accursed tree is tobacco, which is de-
testable, condemned, harmful and poisonous. It wastes wealth
and brings illness and melancholy.

As for wine, according to the text of the Most Holy Book, its
drinking is forbidden, for it is the cause of chronic diseases,
weakens the nerves and consumes the mind.

But hashish is worse than all, and opium destroys the very
foundation of faith, certitude and the human race.

Another meaning of the accursed tree mentioned in the Quran
is that it has a manifestation in every dispensation. In the
Bayan it was the first one who showed pride, in the dispen-
sation of the Blessed Beauty it was the first one who turned
away, and in these days it is the first one who violated the
Covenant....

ADJ.033x, COC#1788x
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Words spoken at the Shrine of the Bab in Mar 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: What is the attitude of ... Baha’u’llah to the contradiction between predestination
and of the free will of man?...

21st letter from Dr. J. F. (dec’d) to Mrs. A. Schwarz, MSBH10.188-190
Stuttgart.

Place: Mount Carmel, at the Tomb of the Bab.
Time: First week in March 1910, late afternoon.

Persons: The Master ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Miss Stevens and Dr. J.
F.

Language: Persian, with English translation.

Miss Stevens: “What is the attitude of the exalted Teaching
of the Manifestation Baha’u’llah to the contradiction between
predestination (the determination of fate) and of the free will of
man (his self-determination). How, for example, did it happen
that I was born as a female being, as an English woman, as a
Christian, in the 19th century; why was I not born, let us say,
as a male, Chinese, Confucian, in the year 10007”

The Master: “O my daughter, you ask so many things, that
His Holiness Baha'u’llah could instruct you for many days and
weeks! Despite the shortage of time - it is already 10 o’clock
(5 o’clock in the afternoon) - I shall try to open the door of
understanding to the one who is knocking and thirsting for
knowledge.

The Lord God pleased to give the human being three great
mysteries (secrets, riddles) on his journey through life. The
final unveiling of them will only occur when our soul has shed
its earthly body. The three mysteries are:

1. The great mystery of good and evil.

2. The mystery of the suffering of infants and of the animal
(i.e. of the innocent creature).

3. The mystery of the human right to self-determination - of
free will.

All great Revealers (Manifestations of God), be it Moses,
Christ, Muhammad, Baha’u’llah etc show that these three dif-
ficult questions are related to each other. As the fast-moving
orb of the sun allows us little time, we will now converse
along general lines about the mystery of human will, with the
hope that the Lord God will give us once again a pleasant
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hour, when we can delve deeply into the eternal laws of life
and death. Hear then, my children: the human soul is to be
compared to a weaver, but human life to a woven fabric; the
human body, and foremost the brain, is the implement, the
organ, through which the weaving is done. God, the Lord,
the taskmaster, covers the weaver’s loom (the human milieu)
with the warp of fate. Thus the place, the time, the parents,
denomination, nationality, society, traits etc are forced on
the human being. The human soul then weaves the weft of
the fabric with the shuttle of the senses, the imagination and
action until life’s end, whereby - so we say -works of art of
a human life appear. The material to be woven, be it hemp,
yarn, wool or silk, or some other mixture, the soul cannot
choose, nor the implement, but only the ways and means of
weaving, insofar as they are not already predetermined to
some extent by the material itself. The material itself is the
organisation of the body inherited from our forebears. What
then is freedom of will, predestination, determination? The
human being is absolutely determined as far as heredity and
instinct are concerned. - Your modern European philosophers
and physicians nowadays designate instinct, so I am told,
as the subconscious (or, as the ancients said: sympathism,
domain of governance). The human being, however, has
relative freedom of will, or better, a freedom of choice, a
variation of willing. The human being is able to oppose the
compulsion of instinct, the instinctive impulses, with the
ability, born of understanding and imagination, to evaluate
motives, namely cause and effect.

O children of the Occident, I will give you a modern simile
as well - heredity and instinct are the fixed, immovable track,
on which the train of life must needs run. But the driver of
the locomotive - the soul - who controls and guides the engine,
can drive forward or backward; he can choose different driv-
ing speeds, he can lose his way on side-tracks, he can halt at
main or side stations or miss them. He follows or ignores the
technical and business rules, i.e. the operational or driver’s
regulations etc. You surely understand this better than I, who
have never ridden on a train.

But if there is a harmony in man, a quiet concord, in brief, a
unity between voluntary and involuntary processes, between
conscious and unconscious will, then there will result an agree-
ment of human and divine will, or better: a unification of the
human will-to-action with the eternal will of God, which re-
sults in the tranquillity of the conscience of man, his highest
earthly good. What we should do lies between what we will
do and what we must do, and God, the Lord, in His eternal
Justice, can alone weigh and evaluate the responsibility of our
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free will versus the compulsion of heredity and instinct. From
him to whom the Lord has given much in his cradle, will He
require much later.”

Prayer for intercession. (Hidden Words, page 101, page 38, v.

29.)

SDW v13#02 p.017-018, BLO PN#047

AB12219

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1910-Mar

O dear servant of God! Your detailed letter has arrived from
Stuttgart, but, on account of the lack of time, thy answer will
be short. As much as you can, be firm and steadfast in the
Cause of Baha’u’llah, and thus, be sure that you will soon
receive the greatest confirmations and attain to what is the
ultimate desire and hope! When the tree is well rooted, it
gives fruits; when the foundation is solid, the building becomes
elevated. O dear servant of God, the Cause of Baha’u’llah is
like the rains of spring and April showers: there is no doubt
that when they fall the orchards and rose-gardens blossom, the
wildness and deserts become green and blooming. The Friends
of God are husbandmen: they must sow the seed, the growing
of which depends on the Lord of Signs.

You have written about Natiq: if the climate of those regions
does not suit him, you had better send him back to his country
for a change of air. I will pray for him. Give to Herr Karl
Kriitner the wonderful greetings of Abha, and tell him: “Happy
you are to have come to the Light of Truth and found the way
of the Kingdom of God; you have advanced into the straight
path, and heard the call of the Lord of Hosts. I hope that you
will take such strides in this Cause that you will attain the
ultimate hope and desire, and act according to the teachings
and the exhortations of Baha’u’llah.” Miss Knoblock has sent
me the stamp you had given her. I have seen it: it is the sign
of terror and fear!
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And upon you be Baha’u’llahu’l Abha. 6\;\(\ :\KJ\ Se 4 3
BBBD.096-097 BBBD.094-095
AB00405

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

Date: 1910-Mar-01

O thou spiritual Amin! L;t:) ol )l
In all the world of creation all the existent beings are in the ut- 5 blo,l ool ys LK sl éLc 33 2

most connection. Through this connection, mutual helpfulness
and co-operation is realized. This mutual helpfulness and co-
operation is the origin of the conservation of the forces of life.
If for one instant this mutual helpfulness and co-operation were
cut off from the sources and realities of things, all the existent
beings and things would be thrown into confusion and chaos
and be reduced to nothingness and annihilation. For instance,
from the breath of the animals a watery element, called hydro-
gen, and carbon is exhaled and this is the life principle of the
vegetable kingdom. From the vegetable kingdom and the trees,
a fiery element, called oxygen, is emitted and this becomes the
cause of the maintenance of the life of the animal kingdom. In
such a manner, mutual helpfulness and co-operation is realized
continually between all the existent beings.

Likewise, the greatest inter-relation and communication exists
between the sons of men, without which peace, life and ex-
istence is entirely impossible. For a soul independent of all
the other souls and without receiving assistance from other
sources cannot live for the twinkling of an eye; nay, rather,
he will become non-existent and reduced to nothingness; es-
pecially among the believers of God between whom material
and spiritual communication is developed up to the highest
point of perfection. It is this real communication, the essential
necessity and requirement of which is the mutual helpfulness,
co-operation and confirmation. Without the complete estab-
lishment of this divine principle in the hearts of the friends of
God, nothing can be accomplished, for they are the hyacinths
of one garden, the waves of one sea, stars of one heaven and
the rays of one sun. From every standpoint the essential unity,
the luminous unity, the religious unity and the material unity
are founded and organized between them.
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In these times the utmost hope and wish of the friends of the
West is the erection of the Mashrak-el-Azkar and in those re-
gions the materials for construction and building are expensive
and costly; a large sum of money is needed for the building of a
residence-then how much more is needed for the foundation of
the Mashrak-el-Azkar which must be erected with the utmost
splendor, beauty and magnificence. Therefore, the friends of
God must arise in every part of the world to raise contributions
and with their hearts and souls strive to gather these funds to
be sent to the Occident that it may become known and evident
throughout the universe that the Bahais of the East and West
are as members of one household and the children of the one
Lord. The Turks and the Persians, the Parsee and the Amer-
icans, the Hindu and the Africans, all of them are one army
and one cohort and without any consideration they arise for
the assistance and aid of each other.

This praiseworthy movement is beloved and accepted in the
Threshold of the Forgiving Lord. Truly, I say, in the erection
of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Ishkabad, the friends of God have
laid the foundation of the oneness of the kingdom of human-
ity and they worked nobly together until now and it is nearly
completed. Praise be to God, that at this moment from every
country in the world, according to their various means, con-
tributions are continually being sent toward the fund of the
Mashrak-el-Azkar in America.

Convey the gratitude of Abdul-Baha to all the friends of God
in this service.

In reality this magnanimity of the believers is worthy of great
praise and thankfulness, for from Teheran, Korosan, Shiraz,
Jahram, Esphahan, even from the towns and villages of Khoras-
san, Shiraz and Yazd contributions were sent. This donation
in the path of the Orb of Regions is conducive to the happiness
of the souls of the spiritual ones.

From the Day of Adam until now such an event has never been
witnessed by men, that from the farthermost country of Asia
contributions were forwarded to the farthermost country of
America. From Rangoon, India, donations are sent to Chicago,
and from Jahram, a little village of Shiraz and Kheirol-Gora
of Tarshiz, money is transmitted for the Mashrak-el-Azkar in
America. This is through the bounty and providence of the
Blessed Perfection, the assistance and confirmation of the Sun
of Truth and the victory and triumph of the Luminary of Efful-
gence who has united so marvelously the regions of the world
together. Glory belongs to the Lord of Hosts Sovereignty be-
longs to the Compassionate God, Power and Might belongs to
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the Living, Self-subsistent One who has united the people of
the world and assembled them together like unto the brilliant
stars of the horizon of adoration.

O my God! O my God! Favor belongs to Thee, Generosity
belongs to Thee, Praise belongs to Thee and Glorification is
Thine, for that which Thou hast bestowed upon these indigent
ones, granted a refuge and asylum to these weak ones in the
cave of Thy protection and preservation, assisted them in the
service of Thy Cause and confirmed them in the worship of
Thy Exalted Threshold. O Lord! They have sacrificed their
belongings and souls in Thy path, contributed for love of Thee
and missed no chance or opportunity in spreading Thy Signs,
diffusing Thy Word, promulgating Thy Name among They ser-
vants and proclaiming Thy wonders among Thy creatures.

Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Most High, the
Omnipresent and verily Thou are the Clement and the Most
Merciful!
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1910-Mar-01

O Amin! The letter which you wrote to Afnan Aqa Mirza
Muhsin was noted. A brief reply is being written. Permission
for attainment [to my presence] was given to Salar and likewise
to the descendant of the late Qavam-i-Divan. However, the
maidservant of God, the attracted one Fa’izih, should be in
Tehran during these days and a special letter was written to
her which is enclosed - please deliver it. A letter was written
to Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Isma’il which is also enclosed - please
deliver it. As for Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Aga Khan, several letters
were written to him through Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah.
In truth that youth is illumined, divine, and attracted to the
divine Kingdom.

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I bear witness by God that you
have always sacrificed yourself with the utmost sincerity and
serve the Cause of God. In truth you have no purpose except
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the good-pleasure of God, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha constantly begs
confirmation and success for you from the threshold of the
Most Glorious Beauty. Be confident, for you have no selfish
thoughts or ideas - you are annihilated in the Cause and firm
in the Covenant and praise all the friends and maidservants of
the All-Merciful. Surely divine confirmations will be obtained
and success will be your companion.

O Jinab-i-Amin! Whatever reached you all arrived at the door.
If individual receipts are prevented by your occupations, we
have sent a general receipt with the names sealed. Praise be
to God that with utmost sincerity you are successful in serving
the Cause. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: George Jacob Augur, in Honolulu
Date: 1910-Mar-01

O thou who seekest the Kingdom of Heaven! Thy letter hath
been received and its contents noted.

The Holy Manifestations of God possess two stations: one is
the physical station, and one the spiritual. In other words,
one station is that of a human being, and one, of the Divine
Reality. If the Manifestations are subjected to tests, it is in
Their human station only, not in the splendor of Their Divine
Reality.

And further, these tests are such only from the viewpoint of
mankind. That is, to outward seeming, the human condition of
the Holy Manifestations is subjected to tests, and when Their
strength and endurance have by this means been revealed in
the plenitude of power, other men receive instruction there-
from, and are made aware of how great must be their own
steadfastness and endurance under tests and trials. For the
Divine Educator must teach by word and also by deed, thus
revealing to all the straight pathway of truth.
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As to my station, it is that of the servant of Baha;
‘Abdu’l-Baha, the visible expression of servitude to the
Threshold of the Abha Beauty.

SWAB#026

AB03978

To: Aga Siyyid Musa
Date: 1910-Mar-04

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Do not lose hope - there
are many hopes. After darkness there are many suns.

Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Haydar-‘Ali Usku’i, with utmost humility
and need, offered prayers and supplications to the Kingdom
of Mystery, and sought endless forgiveness for you - that is, a
spring like that of Job: “This is a cool bath and drink” - so
that you may be resurrected in perfect health, wellness and
safety, and be gathered under the shade of the raised stan-
dard. ‘Abdu’l-Baha also opened his tongue in intercession and
turned to the Threshold of the Divine Unity, seeking grace and
bounty from the King of existence. Surely the rays of the Sun
of Truth will dispel the darkness of night, and the waves of
the sea of grace will render man pure and clean. Therefore,
with firm resolve and steadfast perseverance, one must arise
to compensate for what was lost, so that you may shine like a
guiding light and find new life through the favors of the Most
Glorious Beauty, and gain fresh warmth through the ignition
of the fire of the love of God. Convey my most glorious and
wondrous greetings to the noble son.
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AB04438

To: Baha’is of Hisar et al., in Namiq
Date: 1910-Mar-04

O ye wronged ones in the path of God! The truth of the matter
is that ye have suffered all manner of grievous calamities and
have been hurt by every perverse oppressor for the love of that
manifest Light. The godless and bloodthirsty have one and all
unsheathed their cruel daggers against you and created a great
tumult in Hisaar. These oppressors have made bloodshed their
daily occupation. They have attacked the innocent at every
turn have pillaged and plundered from every side. They have
imprisoned and beaten the friends with ferocious enmity.

2 Despite everything, ye have shown the utmost patience and for-
bearance and have tempered your souls with sweetness through
these calamities in the path of God. This is all due to the grace
of the All-Bountiful. These are all gifts belonging to the friends
of the All Merciful. How happy they must be to receive this
abundant blessing, how happy to have been chosen for this spe-
cial favour! Praise ye the generosity of your Lord the Gracious,
the Compassionate Who is the Source of all this good!

Verily my Lord assisteth whomsoever He willeth, and doeth
whatsoever He willeth and verily, He is the Most bounteous
the Generous One. The days of our lives shall end and be of
no avail but thy life shall be fulfilled in these signs of eternal
glory, in these bounties of the Most Great Beauty. Not every
tree doth bear such fruits as these.
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AB05124

To: Muhammad Bulbul Maani, in Abadih
Date: 1910-Mar-04

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

> When the Sun of Truth shone forth with intense light and
heat from the horizon of the placeless realm upon the world
of existence, sanctified souls reached such a station that they
sacrificed their lives for one another, arose to serve each other,
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and became offerings for one another. This love and affection
and oneness and self-sacrifice and burning like a candle and
laying down one’s life and becoming enkindled with the fire of
the love of God are among the decisive proofs of firmness in
the Covenant of the sincere friends and agreeing loved ones.

Praise be to God that thou hast arisen to serve the friends and
recognized the rights of brotherhood and wagered love with
heart and soul and rushed forth with utmost speed in the arena
of sacrifice. Thy service at the Sacred Threshold is accepted
and thy endeavor is mentioned on the tongues of the friends.
Throughout the passage of ages and centuries, the results and
fruits of this sacrifice will be appreciated and abundant.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11712

To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Faran
Date: 1910-Mar-05

O attracted leaf! Thy letter was received and brought joy upon
reading, for it indicated the flame of the fire of attraction. The
hope is that day by day thou wilt increase in attraction and
enkindlement and become the cause of ecstasy and joy to the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful.

The verses and poems were supremely sweet. God willing,
mayest thou become so filled with enthusiasm and rapture that
each day thou wilt cause an ode in praise and glorification of
the Most Glorious Beauty to flow and stream like pure water
from thy natural talent.

All the holy leaves send thee their most wondrous and glorious
greetings. Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to
the honored leaves, the wife of Shah Khalil and the attracted
daughter.

I long with heart and soul for Aga Jalal and Suleiman Mirza
and Mirza Hussein Aqa. On my behalf, convey respectful greet-
ings to the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, the sisters of Shah
Khalil. On my behalf, show kindness to and gladden the hand-
maidens of God Bibi Sardar and Bibi Dilshad.
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5 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05064

To: Munavvar wife of Mashhadi Haydar et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-Mar-05

O daughters of the Kingdom of God! Praise be to God that
you are engaged in acquiring perfections and are familiar with
the lesson of teaching.

Strive night and day to become informed of traditional and ra-
tional proofs, to memorize verses and traditions, and to demon-
strate the appearance of the Most Great Name through con-
clusive proofs, clear evidence and manifest arguments.

Become speaking nightingales and with spiritual melodies
teach lessons of inner meanings and realities, so that you may
bring the birds of the meadow into ecstasy and rapture and
set the birds of the garden of love to singing and melody, and
become the cause of guidance for the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful.
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AB11740

To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani

Date: 1910-Mar-05

O sweet-speaking parrot! Your brilliant poem, nay rather, &3 & |58 L kit u'(:‘;: b &l

your luminous pearl has arrived. The meanings were spiri-
tual realities and mysteries, while the words were flowing like
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running water, seemingly simple yet impossible to replicate, be-
cause they were in praise and glorification of the Most Glorious
Beauty.

Every bird that raises its voice and melody in this meadow,
that strikes up a tune and song, is indeed a nightingale of the
garden of immortality, a phoenix of the mount of faithfulness,
and a musician with instrument and song. Surely this melody
and voice will bestow eternal joy upon the seekers of that realm
and the lovers of the Beloved of all horizons, bringing forth
enthusiasm, yearning and rapture.

My hope is that in that clime you may become a manifest ban-
ner and bring both friend and stranger to ecstasy and delight.
Convey to his honor, your father Shah-Khalil, my most longing
greetings with utmost eagerness. There is no more time, and
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO03135

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Mar-07

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thou didst trace
a design for a Baha’i emblem. It is wondrously well done!
Yet the badge of the Baha’is must be such conduct, deeds, and
manners as are in conformity with the teachings of Baha’u’llah.
This is the emblem of Him Who is the Traceless, the Brilliant
Orb of the heavenly world.

Thou didst write concerning the Spiritual Assembly. Should I
write aught, it would be a cause of sorrow to some. Wherefore
do thou in an agreeable fashion endeavour that the Spiritual
Assembly may be organized. This is the better way.

As for Count Tolstoy, when once that Armenian person [Sargis
Mubagajian| hath, thanks to thine endeavours, corrected his
errors in his book, send thou a copy thereof to Count Tolstoy. It
would be difficult, however, for Tolstoy to accept this Cause, for
his aspiration is to be the unique and peerless figure of the age
amongst men. In view of this prepossession and determination
on his part, it would be most difficult for him to recognize
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the advent of a Universal Manifestation from the Dayspring of
Divine Unity during his days. Rest thou assured, however, that
erelong thousands like unto Count Tolstoy will be gathered
beneath the shadow of the banner of the one true God.

Deliver to all the friends a most wondrous Abha greeting. The
Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

5 Shouldst thou be successful in inducing that Armenian himself
to repudiate his words, confessing that certain self-interested
persons had misled him, it would be most agreeable, for,
as thou hast observed, that which he hath written is utter
calumny and sheer misrepresentation on the part of the
Covenant-breakers.
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AB12443

To: Remey, Charles Mason et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Mar-08

O ye two sons of the Kingdom! Praise ye God that through
divine grace and bounty ye have been enabled to become the
heralds of the Kingdom and to proclaim the Word of God in
the countries of the East and West and North and South, and
to diffuse the fragrances from the Abha Rose-garden. This is
from the greatest bounty and infinite grace and the successive
confirmations of the Abha Kingdom.

At every moment offer a hundred thousand thanksgivings that
the light of the Manifest Light hath shone upon your brow
and the glorious crown of service to the Kingdom of God hath
adorned your head.

With the sound of the trumpet and with the hosts and mul-
titudes of the Kingdom, and under the canopy and banner of
the Most Great Sovereignty, ye travel and move in every land.
This is the endless favor of the Abha Beauty! This is the great-
est bounty of the Most Exalted Lord!

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB02186

To: Baha’is of Buffalo, Ny et al.
Date: 1910-Mar-09

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Your brief but benefi-
cial letter was noted. Though it was brief, in truth it was an
extensive book. Every word was a letter, for it indicated the
oneness of the world of humanity and was proof of the unity
and agreement of the friends and handmaidens of God.

Today all parties in the world are in conflict and struggle with
each other - religious strife, sectarian strife, racial strife, na-
tional strife, political strife, commercial strife, industrial strife,
strife over pride - truly this war is constant and never ceases or
diminishes. Now consider with what power and passion of love
and unity and agreement and joy and gladness the friends of
God must arise to bring harmony and healing to these different
warring and conflicting parties. Without the confirmations of
the Word of God this would be impossible and unattainable,
but the confirmations of the Kingdom of God and the power
of the Word of God and the luminosity of the divine teachings
and counsels and exhortations of Baha’u’llah will solve this dif-
ficulty, and finally this tabernacle of human unity will be raised
in all regions. The friends will come into ecstasy and joy and
will shine like brilliant stars from the horizon of sanctity. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__ v01#06 p.002-003

AB04843

To: Baha’is of Sandusky et al., in Sandusky, OH
Date: 1910-Mar-09

O ye who are near to the Divine Threshold! Your brief letter
was a rose-garden of inner meanings from which the fragrance
of the love of God was inhaled.

Yet among the friends there is speech and utterance without
lips or tongue, and without pen, ink and paper there is cor-
respondence in the realm of heart and spirit. The brief letter
points to those detailed letters, and is a summary of those
endless truths and meanings.
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Therefore, from your letter I truly read a book and felt that
you are all illumined by the light of guidance and are soaring
in this infinite atmosphere of the love of God, and like birds
in this rose-garden are harmonizing with wondrous melodies in
sweet tones and songs.

We wait for these melodies to become louder day by day, these
tunes more wondrous, and these songs more beautiful. It is cer-
tain that the confirmations of the Kingdom of God will cause
that gathering to progress and that infinite favors will make
them better day by day and more illumined by the light of
guidance.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v01#£06 p.004

AB04321

To: Isma’il, in Sari
Date: 1910-Mar-11

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and your pen brought spiritual joy, for it indicated that, praise
be to God, through the efforts of his honor Salar and Jinab-i-
Javad Khan, the spirit of the love of God has flowed through
the veins and arteries of Sari. It is hoped that their efforts and
yours will increase moment by moment and the penetration of
the Word of God will flow in such a way that a new spirit will
be breathed into the temple of that region and the light of the
Sun of Truth will shine forth and the spirit of life will spread
from Sari throughout all of Tabaristan.

The province of Mazandaran is the homeland of the Kind
Beloved and in truth it must take precedence over all other
lands. If the blessed souls of that region unite and become
of one accord, these hopes will be easily achieved and every
difficulty will become easy.

Regarding the teacher you had written about, it was deemed
appropriate that Jinab-i-Akhavan-i-Safa, upon him be the
Glory of God, should return there again and engage in
spreading the divine fragrances. There is an Arab proverb
that says “The return is more praiseworthy.”
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05882

To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1910-Mar-11

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that the breezes i f\»A § )l ae SWlae Ol o) 1

from the Paradise of Abha have stirred the friends to enthusi-
asm and movement, the drops from the cloud of divine favor
have bestowed freshness and grace, and the melody and song
of the Kingdom of Abha have brought about rapture and joy.
This news has become the cause of happiness and gladness for
‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Therefore, boundless joy and a longing beyond the imagination
of those endowed with understanding have been attained, and
supplication and beseeching have been offered at the Thresh-
old of Oneness that the friends may attain new rapture and
wondrous gladness, that day by day the divine fragrances may
spread, souls may progress, hearts may become pure and sanc-
tified from desires and passion, the light of human unity may
shed its rays, and the oneness of the free and the unity of
the friends may become manifest. Boundless happiness and
joy may be attained, minds may be astonished and souls may
become gladdened.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB05608

To: Baha’i, Shaykh Baha’id-Din et al., in Kirmanshah
Date: 1910-Mar-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter thou didst
write was read with great joy and it became evident that thou
art truly a faithful servant of the Threshold of the One, and a
successful and distinguished servant in the Court of Grandeur.
In servitude at the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty
thou art an intimate companion and partner of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
and in diffusing the divine fragrances thou art assisted by the
hosts of the Supreme Concourse. Give thanks unto God for
this great bounty.

A letter was written to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Husayn and Aqa
Siyyid Hasan, the two brothers, and is enclosed with this letter.
Deliver the other letters as well. My hope is that Kermanshah
may become a rose garden of mysteries and that through your
efforts the light of divine knowledge may be spread. Convey
most wonderful Abha greetings to Hadrat-i-Ishaq Khan and
the other Friends of the Book and Jewish friends. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

S 034 (’J;/ 4{ éa\nb’ &Lg,j, C,.:U' !
§ f by asy s SY TSI
ol?)Lu 3l (sslé- aradl 3y Cudel og)J
s *aze Cyage 5o 30 56 fots Ly LS
B i 255 5 Sl e 32 ol
Jadl Vs o Al 56 et S 552 a3

il

G o By g i BT Ol 5 280
@\MU@\;L);JJ&;J?DSA/);\J,ja
§ il pdal Kby Ko i
35 W G s 353 1l 26 oLl
sl s O gl O s ol LRl OB e
ol g ) oK s GB sl

eV T e 5 1 g

MKT9.100a

AB08376

To: Mr James’s Sons
Date: 1910-Mar-11

O ye two noble sons of him who hath turned with his whole
being unto God! Give thanks unto your Lord that He hath
blessed you with a righteous father who hath believed in God,
is assured of His signs, mindful of His days, and enkindled with
the fire that blazeth in the Tree of Sinai.

And ye, O ye who have been nurtured in the gardens of the love
of God, exert your utmost that ye may become two firm and
verdant trees, watered by the springs of the Covenant, that ye
may bring forth delicate, pleasing and spiritual fruit, and that
the clouds of mercy and the breezes of bounty may pass over
you from the direction of divine favors.
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Stand ye firm, then, in the Covenant of God. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB09504

To: Hashim, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1910-Mar-11

Thy distinguished letter was received and thy sincere intention
became evident. The sweetness of its words, the beauty of its
meaning, and the eloquence of its expression became the cause
of joy to the righteous, for it was a sign of faith and certitude,
and a proof of acceptance and assurance. Such a letter must
surely flow from a fragrant pen. I hope that the light of the
manifest Truth may so shine forth from thy countenance that
the blessed verse “In their faces shalt thou see the brightness of
bliss” may become clear and evident. Strive to the utmost of
thy capacity to render outstanding service to the divine court,
that thou mayest enter the heavenly mansion, receive celestial
confirmation, and seek holy inspirations.
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AB11382

To: Hamadani, Shaykh Ibrahim et al.
Date: 1910-Mar-11

...You have asked about the divine world, the luminous realm
of the Kingdom of God, whether there are occupations and dis-
tractions therein. That world is sanctified from the character-
istics, conditions, and inherent requirements of this contingent
existence....
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AB01842

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran
Date: 1910-Mar-12

O attracted leaf! The detailed letter which you had written
to Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Asadu’llah was observed. It was a clear
proof of steadfastness and firmness, and evidence of attraction
and constancy. In truth, Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Sadiq, upon him
be the Glory of God, is firm and steadfast. That honored soul
is like a structure of steel, upright in the Cause of the Glorious
Lord. I am pleased with him.

The feast given by the maidservant of God Dr. Moody truly
became the cause of joy to the hearts of the maidservants of the
All-Merciful and the means of enkindlement of souls. However,
the gathering of such an assemblage in one place is causing
anxiety in the minds of some of the authorities, for they are
thinking about establishing peace and tranquility in Tehran.
The gathering of a large crowd, whether women or men, in one
place and the rising of songs and melodies from the women
causes agitation in the hearts of the enemies. The people of
Iran are not yet able to tolerate such gatherings and songs and
melodies.

In any case, the point is that henceforth you should observe
some wisdom so that the authorities do not become disturbed.
This is why you observed that the aforementioned respected
and honored person summoned you and questioned you, but
you had given a good answer. In any case, this suggestion they
have made that you should go to America indicates the same
thing - their intention is benevolent, lest such gatherings cause
agitation among the people. Therefore, I pray on their behalf
that through the grace and bounty of the Lord they may attain
their utmost hopes and desires.

As for the matter of going to America, many maidservants of
the All-Merciful have made this request with utmost supplica-
tion, but America has not yet reached the stage where women
teachers should go from the East. I hope that soon it will reach
this stage and develop this capacity.
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Convey the Most Wondrous Abha greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyyid Sadiq with utmost longing. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

ABO02145

To: George S Hopper, in Ithaca, NY
Date: 1910-Mar-12

O thou pure soul who hath turned with a submissive heart to
the Kingdom of God!

Turn thy face to the Assembly of the Covenant and [hear Him]
say: “Salutations and praise be upon you, the fragrances of
God be upon you! for that by reason of which ye have awak-
ened from your sleep, arisen from your negligence and heed-
lessness, aroused from your couches, relied upon your Creator,
depended upon your Maker and been kindled with the fire burn-
ing in the Spirit on Mt. Sinai and in the Heart of Mt. Paran —
from this conflagration shall appear dazzling lights, which shall
shine upon all regions.

“Consider the first century of the time of Christ-glory be unto
Him!-and the beginning of His Cause. In that time no one
but a certain few persons believed in Him; and the great one
among them was Peter the disciple, who, through the burning
of the fire of test and persecution, was in great fear and denied
Christ three times; then the Jews who were scoffing persecut-
ing, deriding and laughing at Him, despised Him as though He
were a thief, a murderer, or a villain, and committed against
Him that which made the hearts lament, distressed the minds,
caused tears to flow and the foundations of existence to tremble
and shake! They thought that they had done well, that they
had extinguished the Lamp, and that they had quenched the
Fire which flamed in the tree of Christian certainty; nay, ver-
ily, that Lamp hath diffused its dazzling rays unto the Supreme
Height and that Fire hath burned until it kindled the hearts
of the righteous!”

“Then consider this day, and the day of His existence among
those people-how they crowned Him with a diadem of thorns
and now how thousands of people adorn their heads in His
name, with the Most Brilliant Gem, glittering to the sight!
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Woe, woe unto the like of such heedless people! Alas for the
souls, because of what they have committed against the Word
of God in the day of His Appearance-and today they worship
the dust which the feet of His Beloved have trod! Such is the
condition of the people. Abandon them and let them play until
they fall in abasement and loss!

“But as to ye, O ye beloved of God, let your breasts be dilated
with joy for that by reason of which ye have attained unto the
Day of God, entered the Kingdom of God, and tasted the food
of Knowledge which hath descended from Heaven!”

TAB.527-529

AB08604

To: Mustafa Isfahani
Date: 1910-Mar-12

O faithful servant of God! Give thanks unto God that the
chamber of thy heart hath been illumined by the kindling of
the lamp of guidance, and thy brow adorned with the rays
of the manifest Light. Thy soul hath been attracted to the
Kingdom of Abha, and thy conscience filled with the feelings
of the realm beyond space.

At this moment when the sprinklings of the clouds of bounty
are flowing from the clouds of mercy, I have remembered that
steadfast and firm one and, despite lack of time, have en-
gaged in writing this letter, that thou mayest render praise
and thanksgiving at the Threshold of Oneness and be made
glad and successful through the favors of the King of Oneness.
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AB08297

AB04366

To: Aga Mashhadi Jalil et al.
Date: 1910-Mar-14

O two blessed servants of the Most Great Name! Although
until now no letter has been written, yet at every moment I
have sought new confirmations for you and have implored and
supplicated at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty, earnestly
beseeching that He may, through His grace and bounty, distin-
guish you from stranger and kin, make you firm and steadfast
in His Cause, bestow upon you the cup of bestowal, and grant
you His grace and greatest gift. This is the desire of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. My hope is that you will be assisted and confirmed in
this.

O my God! O my God! Verily Your servant Jalil and the
noble Hasan have turned their faces purely toward Your gen-
erous countenance, have devoted themselves to Your mighty
Kingdom, have submitted to Your dominion among the worlds,
have shown humility before Your sincere loved ones, and have
chosen tribulation over a life of ease in Your path, O my Glo-
rious Lord! O Lord, make them soaring birds winging through
the atmosphere of Your love, and make them lofty trees in the
garden of Your knowledge. Verily You are the Generous, You
are the Great, and You are the Bestower, the All-Merciful, the
Most Merciful. And upon You be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08297

To: Davud son of Aqa Bala
Date: 1910-Mar-14

O loving one! David in the beginning had no charm in the eyes
of men and exhibited no eminence and greatness. He was de-
spised as insignificant. When the rays of bestowal shone forth,
he became the leader of the righteous and the commander of
the hosts of the believers. He subjugated the territories of
Palestine and became the Prince of Israel.
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2 It is thus clear and evident what a crown the bestowals of the

One true God place upon the heads of the sincere in the religion
of God. Ask now God that He place upon thy head the crown
of servitude and the diadem of constancy and steadfastness.
This is eternal sovereignty.
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AB09600

To: Haji Aga Khan
Date: 1910-Mar-14

O friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The fountain of the sun of divine
favors is overflowing. May your eyes be illumined and may you
be enriched by this outpouring of divine mercy.

> The contingent world is darkness upon darkness, while the
Kingdom of the All-Merciful is light upon light. Therefore, be
filled with joy and delight, for through this sanctified radiance
the wilderness has become Mount Sinai, the gleaming light has
blazed forth, and the effulgence of divine favors has illumined
all regions.
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AB01689

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Baha (Bushruyih), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)
Date: 1910-Mar-17

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
read with utmost care, but due to lack of time I am compelled
to be brief in reply - you will surely excuse me.

The letter brought glad tidings of the firmness and steadfast-
ness of the divine friends in the Cause of the Great Announce-
ment. This news brought the utmost spiritual joy and inner
delight, that praise be to God, the friends in Bushruyih are
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firm and steadfast, and the friends in Umm al-Qura are unwa-
vering in their love for the Ancient Beauty and are a source of
praise to the Supreme Concourse.

As for Mirza Ali-Muhammad, praise be to God he has attained
eternal health and everlasting well-being, therefore physical
ailments are of no importance - they must be in a state of
submission, and He is the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

Convey my utmost loving and respectful greetings to the
two honored daughters of the late Haji Muhammad-Ali -
Jamaliyyih Khanum and Tubi Khanum. Their services at the
Sacred Threshold are accepted and divine confirmation and
success encompass them.

As for Mulla Ghulam-Husayn the pilgrim, Abdul-Baha’s soul
and heart long for him. He is among those of whom it is said
“the blame of no blamer shall turn them from God.” Rather,
they consider reproach in the path of the King of Oneness as
care, and censure as safety. They are lost in the lane of the
Beloved and bewildered by that musky tress.

Convey my most glorious greetings to the handmaid of God
the mother of Aqa Asadullah, and Aga Asadullah, and Aqa
Ghulam-Husayn, and the handmaid of God Fatimih Sultan
Tahirih Khanum Aqa. As there is no time or opportunity to
write even one letter, it is therefore impossible to write to each
one individually, but they should be content and grateful that
I mention them in your letter.

Regarding your good self, some recommendations were written
to certain ones. What Jinab Shah Khalilullah assisted with
last year is accepted at the Divine Threshold. What you had
sent for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar arrived, and whoever shows ef-
fort for building the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Bushruyih becomes
the recipient of endless divine favors and attains blessing and
felicity in both worlds.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02901

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

Date: 1910-Mar-17

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that you
abide under the shadow of the grace of His Holiness the Divine
Unity and are encompassed by the favors of His Holiness the
All-Merciful. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has been and will be pleased with
you. Even if you hear a thousand events and reports, never
doubt my pleasure. There is absolutely no sorrow or weariness
regarding the blessed leaf related to you; rather, it has been
a cause of joy and delight, and there is utmost satisfaction
with her. She is in the home of His Holiness the Afnan, the
honorable father. Be confident - I am pleased with her and all
are pleased with her. This is the truth of the matter.

2 As for the matter of the Prince’s wife, I have not heard such

news until now and there are no such events occurring within.

However, regarding the journey to Yazd for the purpose of

arranging and preparing to pay debts - this is very appropriate.

You must strive night and day to pay the debts and be freed
from these entanglements. In truth, you are in great difficulty
and hardship. The intention of His Holiness the Afnan, the
honorable father, is that perhaps means of comfort may be
arranged for you, and his affairs in Yazd are also suspended
and delayed - perhaps you can attend to his affairs as well,
since His Honor Aga Mirza Mahmud is engaged in services in

Ishqabad and they are in the Holy Land and you are in Tehran.

The work has become somewhat difficult. Therefore, make an
effort that things may become somewhat orderly. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03410

To: Bagiruf, Nasrullah et al., in Tihran

Date: 1910-Mar-21

O ye who are firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Tes-
tament! The mathematicians of old, when they divided the
heavens into constellations, imagined a form at each position
and named it with a name. Among these forms is the Flying
Eagle, which they call the Eagle of Heaven. The Flying Eagle
consists of three bright stars. Now it is confirmed and estab-
lished that those three blessed beings are the royal falcon of the
heights of servitude and the spiritual eagle of heaven. Blessed
are ye, then blessed are ye! Glad tidings unto you, then glad
tidings, in that God hath made you partners and associates
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Threshold of Baha.

By My life, this matter is indeed a mighty favor and this be-
stowal is a manifest victory. These are the confirmations of
the Blessed Beauty that have encompassed you, and this is the
promise of the Ancient Living One Who said to ‘Abdu’l-Baha
that He would raise up souls who would be honored servants
who “speak not until He hath spoken, and who do His bid-
ding.” Soon you will be so confirmed and assisted that you
yourselves will be astonished. Such a mighty cause and great
success befits the likes of you. Exercise the utmost wisdom
lest the jealous be aroused to opposition. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

His Holiness Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali was in ‘Akka and I was in Haifa,

therefore it was sent directly.
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To: Dawlat Bihjat Mihraban, in Bombay
Date: 1910-Mar-21

O Persian handmaiden of the Lord God! For some time you
have been blessed to visit the holy dust of the Wronged One
of the horizons, and you have rubbed your face and hair at the
threshold of the court of the All-Knowing Lord and performed
pilgrimage, finding shelter and refuge in the sacred precinct.
Know the value of this blessing and render thanks. Now return
to India with utmost joy and enthusiasm, and fill the Persian
handmaidens of the Beloved of the horizons with eagerness and
yearning, so that all may come with perfect delight and rapture
and engage in fervor and passion. I have beseeched forgiveness
from the Lord of Creation for your mother and asked for her
comfort and ease. I hope this prayer will be accepted. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ali Shirazi, in Sarvistan
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived and
indicated the joy of heart and soul and the gladness and delight
of conscience. I offered thanks at the Threshold of Oneness.

However, you had complained that “For four months I have not
been blessed with a letter” O dear friend, this shortcoming is
not from me but due to the multitude of general affairs. If you
knew in what sea ‘Abdu’l-Baha is immersed, you would surely
excuse him. If I were to devote all my time solely to reading
letters, I certainly could not manage it. Furthermore, consider
what news there is of other occupations and distractions and
difficulties.

You had requested permission for the presence of Jinab-
i-Ghulam-Rida and Jinab-i-Aqa Husayn and their noble
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children. Now is not a suitable time. God willing, permission
will be given in the coming year.

Convey my most longing and glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa
Shukru’llah, Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Mahmud-i-‘Assar, Jinab-i-Aqa
Mirza Ahmad, Jinab-i-Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad, Jinab-
i-Haji Muhammad-Ibrahim, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Rajab-‘Ali,
Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Aqa, Jinab-i-Mirza Abu-Talib-i-‘Assar
and Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and its contents noted. That assembly, together with its pres-
ident, is in truth engaged in heavenly service and known for
its servitude at the Divine Threshold. They are confirmed,
successful, honored and respected. It is hoped that through
infinite bounties they will be assisted to render universal ser-
vices and take precedence in this field. Verily, my Lord is the
Confirmer, the Helper, the Generous One.

Nasiru’l-Millih  received his recompense, and likewise
Muvaqqaru’s-Saltanih attained the reward of his tyranny
and oppression. But what benefit is there when none becomes
The signs and

aware, when no soul becomes mindful?

warnings profit none.

However, those friends who are employed in government admin-
istration must serve with the utmost truthfulness, trustworthi-
ness, chastity, steadfastness, purity and detachment. They
must not stain their garments with personal gain, nor make
themselves infamous and deprived of the Divine Threshold for
the sake of this fleeting world. Since they are employed in
government affairs, they are compelled to serve - this is not in-
terference in political matters, for these souls are carrying out
their assigned duties. Those who are prohibited from interfer-
ing in political affairs are those who have no official position
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and no connection with the government. Interference in polit-
ical matters lies outside their responsibilities.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07453

To: Ardishir Shahvir Yazdi, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O thou who art enamored of the Celestial Beloved! Thy de-
tailed letter was noted. It contained novel meanings and de-
lightful contents. Praise be to God that thou hast been de-
livered from the mirage of vain imaginings and hast reached
the fountain of communion and supplication. Thou hast drunk
from the water of life and worshipped the Beauty of Truth.

I have offered prayers and supplications at the threshold of
the Kind Judge, and have beseeched for thee composure and
tranquility, steadfastness and dignity, firmness and constancy.
I have also begged for confirmation in guiding others. I hope
that this need will be fulfilled and this prayer will be answered.

Show kindness to the noble elder, that he may soar to the
Kingdom of mystery and become a companion and fellow-voice.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07431

To: Muhammad Ibrahim Shirazi
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O thou musk-scented pilgrim! Your letter arrived bringing glad
tidings of recovery from illness, which became the cause of
heartfelt joy. May you always remain protected and preserved
under divine protection and care.

You have shown no shortcoming nor weakness. You are the
manifestation of abundant favors and the recipient of the
glance of providence from the All-Forgiving Lord.

The failure to send what was requested is due to the multitude
of occupations and difficulties. I swear by your precious life
that I have absolutely no time, and this letter which I am now
writing is due to the abundance of love, otherwise there would
be no opportunity.

Convey to all the divine friends the Most Glorious and Most

it ey W b S 1) o
52 a5 B os e e 2p e D) o
Opan 5 byt o)l5 o ol 5 Lol
4l

Al $35F o 5 I B g
RO R RE VR Sy JOR I X
2

Flo s Jelan @58 ) Cgllan dlu g
eIN s b 'y o8 e Ot Sl
O3S 3l spiee pd e OV S Gab O
p-tne e Yy cl o2

5 Obes el g SE L A oLl e

Wond tings. And be the Most Glori R T
ondrous greetings nd upon you be the Mos orious PATRRIRS
Glory.

INBAST7:197a, INBA52:198b
AB08496

To: Aga Murtida Sarvistani, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Mar-27

My God, my God, my Lord and my Hope! I beseech the King-
dom of Thy mercy, I humble myself before the Dominion of
Thy oneness, I take refuge at the gate of Thy unity, and I seek
abundance from the cloud of Thy mercy.

I implore Thee to encompass these servants with the glances
of the eye of Thy mercy and Thy favors, to immerse them in
the ocean of Thy pardon and forgiveness, and to make them
signs of Thy grace and loving-kindness.
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Verily, Thou art the Compassionate, verily, Thou art the For-
giver, verily, Thou art the Pardoner, the Almighty, the Gener-
ous, the Kind.

AB08964

To: Kaykhusraw Akhtar Khavari, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O longtime friend! The musk-scented letter had a sweet and
delightful content and was evidence of illumination from the
manifest Light. Praise be to God that the wandering Persians
have found stability and direction, and the old friends have
hastened to the shade of the Gracious Lord. The destitute
have become prosperous and the bewildered have found refuge
and shelter. The star of the eternal glory of the Persians has
shone forth and become radiant once again. There is strong
hope that this oppressed group will, as a whole, illuminate
their eyes with the rays of the Sun of Truth.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

S Oseae |y (S fasl G L
A ey ) aslial o s g cntdls
gl Ol s gl BT S 1 s
Ol wskd 25 O tala £ Oy
o ol e O8RSy s 1y
deds s o)ls Ol Fanl Sle tojli
03S O 8 ol aid sl S Ol
ey i ST g o Ly sl

Al

LS‘C%Y\ :Lr.“ Se 5

YARP2.552 p.393

AB08654

To: Aga Mirza Husayn Tuti Maraghihi
Date: 1910-Mar-27

Through Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Husayn-
i-Tuti of Maraghi, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
A brief reply is being written as there is no time for a lengthy
one. To any soul whom you observe is seeking truth with pure
intent, convey the Word of God, regardless of what group they
may belong to. However, if you observe that someone is from
among the unjust materialists who are obstinately opposed
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and does not seek after truth, conversation with such persons
is futile and a waste of time. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB09656

To: Mihraban Bahman, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O Forgiver and Kind One! O Just One! O Equitable One!

The handmaiden of Thy threshold, Malaki, has hastened to the
realm of purity. Therefore, make her soul radiant and immerse
her in the ocean of forgiveness, and grant her a portion from
Thy grace and favor. Forgive her and bestow Thy kindness
upon her, and make her the intimate companion of the angels
in the realm of mystery. Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, the
Forgiver, and the Kind One.
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To: Nurullah Sadi, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O bondservant of the Beauty of Abha! Be thou happy, and
again be happy, for thou hast remembered Sa’di, who was in-
deed the most fortunate of the fortunate, that accomplished
man of letters and skilled poet. In these days the soul of that
pure-hearted one hath become joyous and glad in the realm
of heaven. God willing, thou shalt become the cause of the
supreme guidance of others as well. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Husayn Firuzi
Date: 1910-Mar-27

O servant of Baha! In thanksgiving to the Most Exalted Lord  s1adl 4 5, Je! o) 41 Ki s Foly (!
- may my spirit be offered up as a sacrifice unto Him - open AL A _{)jﬁ.) K olale L;ﬁ ol
your tongue in prayer and supplication and say: Praise be C,i;;; sl cdasl s ceST)y il
unto Thee, O my God, for what Thou hast bestowed, honored, ﬂ;}\ sl Al aal) B o,\:\,'

granted, conferred, enabled and confirmed. Verily, Thou art w)\ ()Le:)\
the Bestower, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous, the £
Merciful, the Compassionate. INBA84:495b, MMK5#300 p.221

AB08502

To: Louis G Gregory, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Mar-28

O, thou son of the Kingdom!

Thank thou God that thou hast stepped into the Arena of
Existence in this blessed century, listened to the call of the
Kingdom of God, and attained to that which was the utmost
hope of the Manifestations of Holiness. Thou wert present at
the heavenly table and received a portion of the celestial boun-
ties. Therefore make thy feet firm and remain steadfast, so that
thou mayest become confirmed and assisted by the gifts of the
Kingdom and the door of heavenly blessing may be opened be-
fore thy face. Thou hadst asked permission to present thyself
in this Holy Land. At present this is not advisable. Postpone
this matter to another time.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

AHV.029b, BLO__PN#045
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To: Florence Breed Khan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Mar-28

O cherished handmaiden of God! His honor Khan has departed
for Iran. Surely your heart is constricted and you remain alone.
Be not sorrowful, neither be thou a captive to grief and regret.
I hope that ere long His honor Khan will return and become
the cause of your gladness, joy, happiness and delight. I have
not forgotten and will never forget thee, and I ever seek divine
grace, assistance and bounty. Kiss thy two dear children on
both cheeks on my behalf.

2 Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03102

To: Kook, Mrs et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Mar-29

O servants of God and handmaidens of the Mercifull Give
thanks to God that the divine call has reached the ears of your
souls and the Word of God has influenced your hearts. Though
outwardly you are in distant lands, in reality you are present
in spirit and heart in the Blessed Spot, gathered beneath the
banner of guidance and encompassed by endless favors. Praise
be to God that the gates of the Kingdom have opened, the
divine call has been raised, and no distinction remains between
black and white - all are near to the Divine Threshold and all
are beloved in the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon you be
the glory of the Most Glorious.

O dear ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In the world of existence there
is no blessed gathering more precious than an assembly where
white and black come together in the utmost spiritual love and
heartfelt fellowship. When such gatherings are formed with
perfect unity, the angels of the Kingdom of Abha offer praise,
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and blessed are ye, again blessed are ye. Baha’u’llah declares.

SW__v124#05 p.103x, SW_ v124#05 p.106x, AHV.030-31, BLO_PN#045

AB03372

To: Member of Teaching Class, in Faran
Date: 1910-Mar-29

O students of Truth and pupils in the divine school! Accord-
ing to what is known, you are engaged in learning truths and
mysteries in the gathering of meanings before the Teacher of
Love, and are accustomed to burning away the veils of idle fan-
cies. Surely you must strive to accomplish something, for those
regions are in utmost need until enlightened souls are raised
up and engage in guiding the seekers. In these days there are
many who thirst but very few who serve as cupbearers. The
study of teaching lessons has become most necessary and oblig-
atory. My hope is that all new Baha’is will engage in studying
lessons on teaching. Those who have no time during the day
should speak and learn at night.

My Lord and my Hope! Aid these souls to acquire the sci-
ences that demonstrate the appearance of Thy Beauty in the
realm of creation, and teach them the mysteries that were in
the unseen world of contingent being. Make them speak with
proofs and evidences, and through them remove the veils and
coverings that have obscured inner and outer vision. Prepare
for them the way and make clear through them the proof, and
through them give the pure water of Paradise to every thirsty
one whose inner being burns with desire for a drop of water.
My Lord! Make them signs that indicate the dawning of Thy
lights, the manifestation of Thy proof, the appearance of Thy
traces, the encompassing nature of Thy Self-Subsistence, the
establishment of Thy Lordship, and the clarity of Thy Divin-
ity. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Great,
verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.
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AB03389

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1910-Mar-29

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your eloquent letter was

received. It was a clear proof of your firmness and steadfastness.

At every moment offer a hundred thousand thanks that you
remain firm in the Covenant and Testament of the one true
God, with a heart connected to the divine realm, enchanted
by that unique Beloved and passionate for that Beauty of the
Supreme Concourse. Take care not to be sorrowful, do not
grieve, do not be heartbroken, do not be disturbed, for you are
in the fortress of the Covenant and protected by the providence
of the Lord of all horizons, safe from the arrows and spears of
the people of discord. I will pray for you and implore with
utmost humility that in times of tests and trials you and all
the friends may remain protected and preserved. The poems of
the nightingale of the garden of faithfulness, the martyr of the
plain of tribulation, Fatimih Bigum, had such an effect that I
cannot describe. Truly it was a heart-rending melody and the
sighs and lamentations of that pure soul made radiant hearts
restless. Upon her and upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

He is God!

Jinab-i-Aqa Tahir: three or four years ago a detailed prayer
was sent to Dahaj. Request a copy of that prayer from Dahaj
for you and the friends to review. The details of the entire

incident were foretold in it. This is the truth of the matter.

Verily in this is a lesson for the sincere ones. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11742

To: Jafar Quli Bayk et al., in Faran
Date: 1910-Mar-29

O ye who are guided by the light of guidance! Jinab Jalal
has written that you are peerless cypresses in the stream of
guidance and matchless fragrant flowers in the avenue of divine
bounty. The rays of the Sun of Truth have generated such
warmth and motion in hearts that, with utmost attraction and
enthusiasm, you are engaged in explaining the mysteries of the
Book and have opened your lips to express the meanings of the
Decisive Text.

When the protection of the favors of the All-Merciful and Com-
passionate Lord becomes a helper and assistant, surely the
manifest light will appear and the lights of the highest heaven
will shine forth.

Every recipient of divine outpourings must share them with
others. Christ says “Freely ye have received, freely give.”
Therefore, an effort must be made so that other thirsty ones
may also be satisfied and those who are lost may find their
way. This is among the requirements of thankfulness for
divine favors.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABU0414

Words to Persian Baha’ls and others in Ridvan Garden, Apr 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Do the Baha’i Teachings share with Islam the doctrine of absolute predestination
and conferment of grace, so that there can be practically no question of human free will?

Third letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart

What is the attitude of the Baha’i Teachings toward the Islamic
doctrine of predestination?

Place: Ridvan Garden in ‘Akka-Haifa.
Time: April 1910 (1st or 8th April, Friday).
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Present: Except for ‘Abdu’l-Baha: Persian Baha'’is, an English
lady and a French consular secretary from Aleppo.

The Frenchman asks in fluent Arabic: “Do the Baha’i Teach-
ings share with Islam the doctrine of absolute predestination
and conferment of grace, so that there can be practically no
question of human free will?”

The Master answers in classical Arabic, which is translated by
one of the Persians into passable English:

“The Teaching of His Holiness Muhammad, the blessed
Prophet, is not understood by the Occidentals (Europeans
and Americans), in particular the point of predestination and
conferment of grace. The Occidentals see in their Christian
God primarily the loving Father of all the children of God. The
Muslim honours in the Lord God primarily the Potter Who
creates from His clay vessels of honour or dishonour according
to His wish. Thus the Islamic Teachings (Islam=submission)
correspond, in accordance with their name, to the total
submission of every human being to the inscrutable Will of
God.

It is true that the Prophet Muhammad taught the foreknowl-
edge of God, but nowhere in the Qur’an has this Messenger of
God established the immutable law of absolute predestination;
on the contrary, the Prophet knew the narrow limits of human
free will. Has not Muhammad, blessed be His words, empha-
sized that man can possess himself of the grace offered him by
God, or can let it escape him? The Lord God can show the
spring to a thirsty one, nay can lead him to it, but what if his
eyes are bound? If he pushes away the hand that offers him the
cup of water, spills the water in his folly? From this comes the
Latin proverb: Quem perdere vult Deus, prius dementat. (In
German: Whom the Gods will destroy, they first strike with
blindness “stubbornness”). The serious question arises:

‘Has the Lord God foreseen that this human being will not let
himself be saved, or has He, for reasons inscrutable to us, let
him be ensnared from the begin-ning in folly and delusion?’
But as the Lord God is not only the Almighty, but also the
All-Merciful - for true might and power are always paired with
kind-ness and goodness - and is at the same time the Just and
the Avenger, we lowly creatures have to bow to His inscrutable
decree and believe that the Potter in His absolute wisdom and
goodness, in His justice and truth, creates, changes and com-
pletes everything to the best for the individual and for the
whole -even where our own understanding and comprehension
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largely fail. Forget not, O my guest, that the Christian reli-
gion expresses itself more in belief than in actions, but Islam
concerns itself more with deeds than with belief.”

The Frenchman answered, since the Master let a pause occur:
“’Abbas Effendi, please permit me the reply: The absolute
submission of the Muslim, together with the teaching on pre-
destination, which is nevertheless powerful, undeniably leads
to an indolent fatalism, in which the Oriental leaves everything
to God and no longer helps himself - or what do the Baha'’is
say to this?”

The Master: “On the subject of predestination, on the confer-
ment of grace and on human free will, far too little of our Lord
Muhammad and His blessed Revelation, the Qur’an, is read,
studied and observed in life. When in March 629 the Prophet
made the well-known pilgrimage from Medina to Mecca at the
head of two thousand camel-riders, all devoted Muslims, the
Prophet was asked by His servant how he should safely care for
El-Kaswa, the famous camel of Muhammad, the Lord Muham-
mad answered him: ‘First give it to drink and eat, then tie it
up, and afterwards commend it to the protection of God the
Most High And has not the Prophet said also in the Qur’an
(2.191): ‘Do not cast yourself into destruction’, and elsewhere:
‘Help comes from God, the Most High, to him who asks Him
for it - but first he should try to help himself’. (In German:
God helps him who helps himself).

In truth, the Prophet Muhammad knew well that the difficult
theological problem of the relationship of divine foreknowledge
and conferment of grace to human free will is veiled in obscurity,
as are also the mystery of suffering and the mystery of evil, of
wickedness. For that reason the Prophet realized that this
problem could easily become a stumbling-block for foolish and
unlearned souls, and it is understandable that Muhammad did
not like to hear in His presence idle disputations on this subject.
Let us remember how the Prophet gave the clear instruction in
the Qur’an: ‘Do not sit together with someone who contends
(quarrels) with fate, and do not start a conversation with such
a onel!’

Evening has fallen, and the time has come to go to devotions,
to prayers. God willing, we shall speak several times again of
these important problems and about what the Blessed Perfec-
tion - Baha'u’llah - has revealed on this subject!”

The visitors take their leave, and the Baha’is stay with their
Master.

SDW v10#12 p.172-174
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ABU1069

Words spoken ca. April 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Master, unveil for us what it is possible for us to know about the concept of
eternity.

Thirteenth [sic, fourteenth] letter from Mrs. J. F. to Mrs. A.
Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Conversation in the garden surrounding the Shrine of the Bab
on the slope of Mount Carmel. April evening after the evening
meal. The lights of the German Colony glow like a cone of light
from the foot of Mount Carmel to the sea shore. Apart from
those closely connected [to the Master| there are present as
guests a German Jew who speaks Arabic well and an English
lady.

Topic: Proceeding from the glow of lights spread at our feet,
the German guest said that the lights down there were a good
symbol for the nature of human souls. The Master is imme-
diately interested in this simile and asks: “How do you mean
that, my son?” The one addressed: “See, Sir, gradually one
light after the other is extinguished down there, in the way
the sun disappears on the horizon in the evenings. The light
goes out, the sun went down, just as a human life becomes
extinguished and disappears from the circle of the living, but
in reality the light will be lit again tomorrow evening and the
sun does not go down, it has only disappeared from our earthly
eyes, but it continues perpetually to shine - and thus it must
be with our soul, our spirit - after earthly death it continues
to shine in another, better world. Our great poet Goethe once
declared: ‘Our spirit is a being of an entirely indestructable

nature, a being continuing from eternity to eternity’”

After some moments of thoughtful silence the Master asks:
“What does Herr Goethe know about eternity? What is eter-
nity? How does your poet define and explain the concept of
eternity?” A fairly long pause of disconcerted silence follows,
then the German says: “I do not know what a Goethe could
reply to such a question, I myself feel in my heart that eternity
must be a timeless entity, unimaginable, unthinkable.”

After a pause the English lady asks (in English): “Master, un-
veil for us what it is possible for us to know about the concept
of eternity.”

The Master begins: “Our guest is right, the human intellect
cannot form a distinct idea, a clear conception of where and
how time may cease and flow into eternity. It is not with logical
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understanding that we can capture the concept of eternity in
the nets of our reason, but it is the mystic, the intuitive power
of perception which approaches and touches this concept.

Let me point, O my listeners, to the following fact: To the eter-
nity of time belongs the infinity of space and the omnipotence
and the imperish-ability of power (= might, creative power,
original force). One without the other is wholly unthinkable
and illogical. Let us say to ourselves that, if space was limited
and time - without any eternity - would come to an end at
some time, there would have to be a ‘nothing’ But ‘nothing’
is totally unimaginable, totally impossible to our human spirit.
A ‘nothing’ would always have to become a ‘something’ for our
reason.

The universe, the macrocosm, is captured by our spirit, the
microcosm, as in a mirror. We feel, we comprehend, we analyse
and construct this mirror-image during a whole human life-
time and neither the most prosaic person nor the one with
most vision can imagine or conceive that space and time would
somewhere or sometime come to an end. What can have an end
must needs have had a beginning, but what has a beginning
and an end must needs have been created by a Creator, a
Power, for from nothing comes nothing.

Let us then assume the unimaginable, that space and time at
some point had a beginning and will have an end at some time
- then there still remains the Creator, the Primal Power, Who
can just as well produce a new space, a new time. From this
we deduce that the Creator, the Primal Power -let us name
it the Lord God -, that He is the Imperishable Who exists in
the infinite space and the unlimited time, i.e. in eternity. The
Creative Power, the infinite space and eternity thus fuse in a
single concept. And as the whole universe is reflected in our
spirit, we perceive from this that our spirit (Ruh) is a reflection
of the Creative Spirit and thus partakes of the infinity of space
and the endlessness of eternity.

O my sons and daughters: Our spirit, which neither is con-
ceivable nor can be explained, shares the infinity of space and
boundless eternity with its Creator, that means: the human
spirit, the weak reflection of the Divine Spirit, the Creative
Spirit, has part in the immortality of the Creator: our spirit
is immortal. - Ya Sahibu’z-Zaman Allah-u-Abha.” - (‘Abha
= the All-Glorious is among the Baha’is the Greatest Name
of God. Ya is invocation, Sahib = Lord, u’z = the, Zaman
= time. Allah-u-Abha = of the All-Glorious God. The whole
greeting means in German: O Lord of Time (and thus also of
eternity), Glorious God).
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The Master retires, the guests wander home.

SDW v11#11 p.122-123

ABU0529

Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha in Spring 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: The Baha’i Movement is spreading...but is the Movement also simultaneously
developing spiritually in depth, height and breadth? Or is it becoming shallow and superficial?

Sixteenth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Individual conversations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas Effendi with
Miss St. Concerning prophecy, prophecies and their Bearers.

Place: House of the Master.

Time: Spring 1910, in the evening after sunset.
Persons: in a very small circle.

Language: Persian with translation into English.

Miss St.: “Master, the Baha’i Movement is spreading - its
friends and enemies are agreed on this - in East and West, in
the Old and the New World, but is the Movement also simul-
taneously developing spiritually in depth, height and breadth?
Or is it becoming shallow and superficial?”

Master: “You ask much that is important, O my daughter, may
God give us all wisdom and understanding to see this clearly!

First of all we have to establish the fact that all human beings
fall into only two categories: into spiritually oriented beings
centred on God, and into materially-minded ungodly beings
far removed and estranged from God, depending on the degree
of their centrifugal development. It goes without saying that
we mean by the centre the almighty Creator, the one and true
God.

The Baha’i Movement should attract the spiritual people, cap-
tivate and conquer them, like the light does the moth. A spiri-
tual human being - a Baha’i in the true sense - is a being who
loves God and his fellow man, a man of generosity, of comfort
and of cheer.

The material man far from God is, at best, a worshipper of hu-
manity but, beyond that, a man of instincts who wants to take
but not give, who strives ruthlessly for possessions, for power
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and means of power (money), who places the value of material
goods and material pleasure above all else. As even two ego-
centric beings cannot get on with one another, how much less
can many of them do so? That is why in the material world
the divisive things triumph; an abyss without a bridge, which
may at best be plastered over but is nevertheless a yawning
rift!

O my Friends, look around you, look at the world; are not
disunity, strife, preparations for war (open and secret), wars,
rebellions, banditry, fomenting unrest in all countries of the
earth? It is true that the Baha’i Teachings, like the pale rays
of the midnight-sun, warm and conquer the hearts of all kinds
of human beings among all kinds of people. Those requiring
love and giving it, the seekers after justice and truth, have
not yet died out in all the earth; nay, they increase constantly,
though slowly. But has not our Lord Christ - blessed be His
Words - pointed out already that weeds grow together with the
wheat and cannot be separated out before the harvest. Only
after the harvest will the Lord of the field let weeds and chaff
be separated from the good grain!

The Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah has repeatedly prophesied
that upheavals and wars will afflict and winnow mankind which
is hard of hearing and blind. The age of technology, of the ma-
chine, of the material progress that promises happiness to all,
has only just begun with the turn of the century (1900). The
triumphal progress of technology is preceded by three heralds:
materialism, atheism and mammon!

The megalomania of the three heralds will first have to run its
course to emptiness and death, before the white and wondrous
flower of the spirit, of love, peace and unity can bloom. Per-
haps only the Lord God knows, and those to whom He reveals
it, perhaps it will only flower on a world of the ruins and tombs
of a humanity strayed from God. Has not the Blessed Perfec-
tion Baha’u’llah prophesied (1890) that the age of the machine,
of technological materialism will conquer the Old World from
America, and that the spiritual fruits of love, peace and unity
will spread from the East, from the shores of the Mediterranean
(‘Akka) and from the Indian Ocean (Gandhi from India)?

What are decades, centuries and even thousands of years in the
development of the creation of God (Malakut-i-Allah). God
thinks in millions of years, thinks in eternities. His yester-
day, today and tomorrow are nevertheless close to each other.
Let us leave to Him the care of the deepening, spreading and
victory of the Baha’i Thought, the Baha’i Teaching and Move-
ment. Let us see to it that we, His tiny stars and suns, will
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always keep open and warm our divine souls for Him and His
Manifestations. Allah-u-Abha.”

Those present are dismissed.

SDW v12#01 p.002-003

AB05281

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-01

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter of the Tth of Sha’ban
of this year was received, indicating that, praise be to God,
the charitable association has gained strength and that the
Spiritual Assembly is exerting its utmost effort in organizing,
arranging and perfecting the school of the friends. The teachers
will travel to various regions. His honor Aqa Mirza Mahdi
Ikhvan-i-Safa is truly among the people of purity, and he has
arisen to travel to various regions purely for the purpose of
teaching the Cause of God and has stood firm in the good-
pleasure of God. He will surely be successful and confirmed.

His honor Avariy-i-Tafti - I bear witness by God - has proven
himself to be a faithful servant at the Sacred Threshold, and
shares with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Most Exalted
Threshold. His honor Mirza Haji Aqa and his honor Liga’i
are also, purely and sincerely for God’s sake, supplicating unto
Him and detaching themselves unto His Kingdom, engaged in
diffusing the divine fragrances. The matter of the school is
most important. Through God’s help and favor, it must be
established before all that this is the first school of Iran and
the students must achieve complete success; otherwise, its non-
existence would be better than its existence. In this regard,
demonstrate the utmost zeal.

3 As to the matter of Habl al-Matin, whatsoever hath proceeded
from the Pen of the Covenant is assuredly binding and no hes-
itation is permitted. This slanderer hath sullied the pages of
his newspaper with the utterances of the followers of Yahya,
recording therein that calumny. In Zanjan, contributions were
collected for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Chicago, and when the
followers of Yahya learned of this, they presented it in this
manner. Now you must explain in detail about the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar of Chicago and the contributions from East and West,
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including Zanjan. Indeed, in these days, in a single day four
contributions for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar arrived and were for-
warded from Rangoon in India, Bombay, Jahrum in Shiraz,
and Khayru’l-Qura in Khurasan. In truth, the friends of God
have shown remarkable generosity regarding contributions for
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. They have exerted every effort, to the
extent that some even sold their own clothes. This is naught
but the power of God’s Covenant, and never before has it oc-
curred that the East and Asia should contribute to the con-
struction of a Temple in the West and America. Verily in this
is a lesson for the fair-minded.

i In any case, the publisher of Habl al-Matin hath fallen into
manifest loss. Had his calumnies and insolence, and their refu-
tation, been publicized earlier, when he fell into this misfortune
it would have awakened souls. In any event, the Cause of God
is ascending in might and power, while its opponents are af-
flicted with obvious loss.

5 As to the situation in Iran, it hath not yet found tranquility.
Though outwardly calm, inwardly it is turbulent, and this tur-
bulence stems from lack of unity and agreement of views. It
was written from beginning to end that government and peo-
ple must blend together like honey and milk, otherwise it is
certain that the result of opposition is deadly poison and gives
rise to hatred and rancor. In any case, do what you can to
promote reconciliation and call the people to unity and con-
cord. Zillu’s-Sultan never imagined that such would occur in
the time of the Constitutional Movement. It is as was revealed
by the Supreme Pen, unless he awakens and turns in supplica-
tion unto God. The followers of Yahya had previously given
him much hope and promised him sovereignty. Weak indeed
are both the seeker and the sought; evil the master and evil
the companion.

6 The honored Tahvildar of Najafabad, according to the docu-
ments and witnesses he possesses, claims eight thousand tu-
mans from Zillu’s-Sultan. If possible, assist him in obtaining
his rights.

SW__vO1#04 p.015x, SW__v06#17 p.142
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To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-01

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your detailed letter was read
with the utmost grief, sorrow and pain. Truly, ‘Ali-Qabl-i-
Akbar was the pride of the righteous ones, a servant of the
Kingdom of God, a promulgator of the Words of God, and a
promoter of the religion of God. He spent his days in servitude
at the Sacred Threshold and sacrificed his comfort and ease for
the well-being of creation. He never found rest during the day
nor peace at night. He was always under threat and lived his
entire life under the shadow of the sword. Despite this, he never
faltered or failed. Day and night he strived and endeavored,
chanting the verses of divine unity. Blessed is he and excellent
is his final abode.

Your telegram arrived and had such an impact that I kept
it concealed for several days, as my heart was unwilling to
share this news with the friends. Later, I was compelled to
Consolation in this great calamity is possible
through only one thing, without which it would be impossible
and unattainable: that souls like that one who has ascended
to God arise to serve the Kingdom of God, engage in exalting
the Word of God, and occupy themselves with spreading the
divine fragrances.

announce it.

Convey the Most Glorious and Wonderful greetings from
‘Abdu’l-Baha to the Chief of the Strivers. Supplications were
offered at the Threshold of Oneness for him, that he may
be assisted and confirmed in serving the world of humanity.
Likewise, convey the Most Glorious and Wonderful greetings
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to your brother Mirza Valiyu’llah Khan.
It is hoped from the mystery of the All-Bountiful Being that
day by day you will be assisted and confirmed in serving the
Cause of God alongside two illustrious persons, His Holiness
Nasru’llahi and Haji Muhammad-Rida. Divine confirmations
and heavenly assistance encompass your condition. Be assured
of this.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O el W Lade tael s Wlae 50 o)
Gkl 4y ol RS
S PIBTIVIS A " I SR
B o s A OUE 20 B o S
O o e Ol s 3 1y Ol (-L:\
ALl 18 1y s el s Sl g0t
c-li ot S8l ('b‘ o 2sf i B
(\JL"} S AT CE s ke ;ﬁ
055 Ul sl it s 3 P e ) B
S 5 e D0y 5 ot 2 a2l
o 3 A s 350 g S 7 2 e
ol
o § 5 it Ol oy OLET 13
5 s B o 2 15
53 ez 0l g o am o Lol
Ol 85 5 S e S 68 Capae
ol il OSe Cedz Al ) delaze O
Ksd Jgrdee il

)\ &) C.»\ ot ol oy O pat
@-«z olal = 55 Ayl EOU SUlae )8
Al &lc Cads 53 & 42 Codsl oK).u
G Sl ot 5 NS Ahe s B
g ol SWlae J8 5ol A}JU} Iy o
5 bl 43 sy e 51l s PN (g
A N P YON JCI N
3 Al e Je et g L
25 e s B L) e gl ol
Jb= ‘_}AL.u A_J.u’ ubwj B} AWL) u\JwLu

el (edae !

eI T e

INBA85:531

137


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=533

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May) AB09514
AB11790

To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani

Date: 1910-Apr-01

O esteemed composer of eloquent and expressive verses! s rl;t !

2 The verses were read and truly they were in the utmost flu-
ency, sweetness, clarity and eloquence, flowing and streaming
from a flowing talent like running water. I supplicated and
beseeched at the threshold of the All-Glorious that He may
enable you to compose and recite, in every festival, a brilliant
ode in praise and glorification of the Blessed Beauty and in
tribute and commendation to the Intended One.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09514

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Mashhad
Date: 1910-Apr-01

O herald of the Covenant! The contents of thy letter betokened
detachment, attraction and enkindlement with the fire of the

love of God....

...keep thine attention fixed upon Abdul-Baha and consider the
words and deeds of this wronged one as the standard. Strive
day and night that thou mayest become the embodiment of
this truth. O Lord! Make my remembrances and devotions a
single remembrance, and my condition in Thy service everlast-
ing. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdu’l-Vahhab Zahidi, in Zanjan
Date: 1910-Apr-02

Praise be to God Who has opened the gates of bounty to the
hearts of the sincere ones, blessed them with heavenly suste-
nance, confirmed them in recognizing His Most Exalted Beauty,
kindled the fire of guidance in their hearts through the efful-
gence of lights from His Most Glorious Kingdom, and caused
the Dove to warble with such praise as to astound the Con-
course on High. He has removed the veils of glory and lifted
the covering from the face of Beauty, thus proclaiming the Day
of attainment and the manifestation of lights in the morning
and evening. And fragrant greetings that perfume the nostrils
of the Concourse on High be upon the white pearl, the lumi-
nous garden, the Sadratu’l-Muntaha, and the Most Exalted
Word which heralded the rising of the Sun of Baha over all
regions, and upon those who followed its guidance, walked in
its ways, traced its footsteps, and freed themselves from error
through prostration before the Lord of Bounty and King of
existence in an endless paradise.

O distinguished learned one! The letter from that noble person
arrived at the most propitious time. Praise be to God, you are
a sign of guidance, a manifestation of the care of the Concourse
on High, encompassed by the favors of the Abha Kingdom, con-
firmed and successful, near and victorious. Therefore, gallop
as much as you can in the field of teaching and writing, and
call souls to the King of the invisible realm. Like the spring
rain, shower upon every land, make black earth yield flowers
and fragrant herbs, cause blossoms and flowers to grow on bare
trees, and bestow the good fruit of love and knowledge.

My God, my God! This is a servant who has raised his voice
in glorification and praise toward Thy glorious Kingdom and
followed the Guide on this path until he reached the spring of
Salsabil which is healing for every illness and quenching for ev-
ery thirst. Lord! Make him speak with a brilliant proof, a radi-
ant evidence, a conclusive argument and overwhelming power,
so that Thy distinguishing word may be fulfilled: “Truth has
come and falsehood has perished,” and there is no doubt that
the false word is ephemeral and base. Lord! Thy sincere ser-
vants in the land of Za’, that glorious country, have endured
every hardship and tribulation in this path and drunk from a
bitter cup. They have fallen under the claws of every stubborn
oppressor. Blood was shed, heads were severed, entrails were
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torn apart, properties were plundered in fierce raids, houses
were demolished by volleys from fiery cannons, children were
orphaned, women were captured, and earth and heaven trem-
bled. Yet they remained patient in tribulation and bore every
hardship and cruelty. Their cry of praise and glorification is
heard rising to Thy glorious Kingdom morning and evening,
and no complaint is heard from any of them in the midst of
tribulation. So praise be to Thee, my God, for having sent
these holy souls, these luminous beings, these divine realities,
firm in their steps, steadfast in their hearts, serene in their
souls, joyful in their spirits, their eyes fixed upon Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou
art the Merciful, and verily Thou art the Strong, the Firm.
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AB02196

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1910-Apr-02

O daughter of the Kingdom.

2 Your letter of February 27th 1910 arrived, and it became ev-
ident from its contents that night and day you are busy in
serving the Kingdom, occupied in spreading the teachings of

God.

You have written regarding Béhmen, Austria, that Herr Grunz
[Kriittner| has become confirmed, has arisen to serve and to
give the glad tidings of the coming of the Kingdom God. Know
certainly that soon he will find a wonderful help and that this
Cause will spread in those regions. Give my warmest greet-
ings to Herr Grunz [Kriittner]. I have asked for him, from the
Lord of the Kingdom, the assistance in all conditions. There-
fore with a celestial strength, a divine effort, an illuminated
heart and a godly spirit he must herald the proclamation of
the Kingdom so that the celestial angels and the divine hosts
may give him help and assistance.

I hope that Arl During will receive the utmost help and assis-
tance.
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Give to Natiq, on my behalf, the wonderful greetings of Abha.
You must encourage and induce him to acquire perfections. All
that is contrary to the teachings of Baha'u’llah is wrong, and
you must never accept it. What has taken place was a test:
the friends must be firm and steadfast in the midst of tests. If
an angel would manifestly come down from heaven, and if a
word contrary to the teachings of Baha'u’llah would proceed
from his lips, it would be wrong, and you should not heed it.

You have written that the Friday meetings have been organized:
this news caused me joy, and I pray for that sick one.

For the present, it is not permitted to any one to come to the
Holy Land, for the summer is near, and in these regions the
heat becomes very severe in that season, and there are many
diseases.

Upon you the glory of Abhal
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AB03556

To: Isabella D Brittingham
Date: 1910-Apr-02

The long letter of that daughter of the Kingdom was perused
and given great attention....

Regarding the Vision in the Twenty-second chapter of Revela-
tion: By this is meant that the bounty of God consists of the
water of Life which, like a river, flows from the right side of
the Almighty, and the promised Lamb of God.

Know thou of a certainty that in the world of existence there
are two kinds of trees: First, the Tree of Affirmation, which is
the blessed tree, or the Tree of Life. This was the Tree upon
which the Fire became manifest to Moses on Mount Sinai, and
that was the reality of the manifestations of Divine Appear-
ance: This is the Tree mentioned in the Vision. The signif-
icance of its yielding fruit every month is, that its blessings
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are eternal and not temporal, and it produces fruit in all sea-
sons. This Tree has no Autumn, Summer or Winter; it has an
Eternal Spring.

The other is the tree of negation: barren and fruitless; and
when it grows it will become the object of scorn and derision.
It bears no fruit and bestows no benefit, and this is the tree
mentioned in chapter 31 of Ezekiel.

His Highness Abraham was not Brahman.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha!
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To: Paul Tyner, in Cincinnati
Date: 1910-Apr-02

O seeker of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. In these
days the formation of the House of Justice is not possible,
rather it will be formed after the exaltation of the Cause of
God. Now Spiritual Assemblies have been established every-
where. In Cincinnati also you should establish a Spiritual As-
sembly. In the Spiritual Assembly members can be from both
men and women - indeed this is better so that complete con-
nection is achieved between men and women. And collect the
Huquq according to the texts of the Kitab-i-Aqdas in a place
and spend it where necessary, but do not require anyone there
to pay Huquq except if they give it of their own accord and
good pleasure. O seeker of the Kingdom! Now is the time for
you to arise to exalt the Word of God in that region and to dif-
fuse the sweet fragrances of the Abha Paradise and spread the
divine teachings. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL_HUQUQ#106x, COC#1169x, SW_ v01#10 p.006
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To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Apr-03

In the previous two posts, detailed letters were sent, and now
also the papers relating to the Iran-America Educational As-
sociation which you had sent have arrived and I am writing a
response. In truth, although the importance of this association
may not be apparent outwardly at present, if it remains firm
and steadfast, in the future it will become an association for
the unity of the human world and will give perfect connection
and harmony between East and West, rendering a great service
to the human world.

However, in the announcement much mention was made of the
poverty and needs of the children of the Tarbiyat School. This
will be very difficult for the friends of God to bear and will
make them sad, because the children of the Tarbiyat School
are in the utmost happiness and the school is well-organized.
In truth, poor children are also accepted into the school free of
charge, and moreover the friends are attentive to their cloth-
ing and sustenance. If possible, please correct this matter to
indicate that the Tarbiyat School, praise be to God, has no
needs, but if any of the friends voluntarily wishes to provide
assistance purely for the connection between America and Iran,
there is no harm in that. Otherwise the school has no needs.

But the friends of God should consider this association impor-
tant and strive with heart and soul to carry out the essential
functions and obligatory duties of the association. In this re-
gard, I congratulate and felicitate that blessed association and
beseech confirmation and success from the favors of the In-
comparable Lord, and I supplicate and implore at the Divine
Threshold and seek assistance, protection, bounty and shelter
from the Abha Kingdom.

If this association acts with independence and strives for the
connection of East and West, it is among the principles of the
unity of the human world if it becomes established, for minor
affairs do not progress without firmness and steadfastness, let
alone such great matters. The divine friends must congratulate
and encourage one another to firmness and steadfastness, and
guide and direct each other so that day by day this association
may progress.

Iran and America are very much in need of such an association,
even for the material benefits of Iran and America, especially
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America, because this association will lead to the promotion of
American goods in Iran. The great benefits that other nations
derive through commerce and promotion of goods from Iran
will all redound to America. Consider what universal benefits
will result. Beyond this, spiritual powers will assist and sup-
port each other, the breaths of the Holy Spirit will spread, the
breezes of the Abha Paradise will waft, and the rays of the Sun
of Truth will have intense effect.

Convey to all the friends and maidservants of the Merciful
in America the most wonderful Abha greetings on behalf of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and congratulate them on the establishment of
this association.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v014#05 p.003-004

AB01883

To: Persian-American Educational Society
Date: 1910-Apr-03

O ye who are favored in the Threshold of the Almighty and
the lovers of His Holiness, Baha’u’llah!

According to the reports of his honor Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, in
these days the Persian-American Educational Society is orga-
nized in America and the friends of God and the maid-servants
of the Merciful with the utmost zeal and enthusiasm are en-
gaged in the solidarity of this Society. If possible, change the
name of this Society, to Persian-American Interdependence So-
ciety so that in the future it may include all points, such as
commerce, industry and education so that spiritual and mate-
rial results and benefits might be produced. Now in the be-
ginning it may find no importance in the eyes of some of the
people but in the future it will attain to world-wide celebrity
and it will indicate that-Praise be to God!-at this early period
the friends have directed their thoughts to this most important
subject.

Should the circle of this Society be widely extended and its
various branches well organized and systematized it will re-
main firm and become established, and if its members arise
with perfect unity and agreement, know ye of a certainty that
at the end, it will become the greatest Society of the world,
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produce inexhaustible results and benefits, become the tree of
the oneness of the realm of humanity and cast its all-encircling
shade over the people of the Fast and the West. But firm-
ness and firmness, steadfastness and steadfastness is necessary.
This Society must be so organized and in the course of time
its various policies so well defined, that since the beginning of
the world until now no such association has ever been founded.
This must become the first Society embracing such universal
aims and objects. Abdul-Baha with the utmost supplication
and contemplation towards the Kingdom of ABHA, prays in
your behalf and begs confirmation and assistance.

Blessed is the Oriental-Occidental Interdependence Society! If
it is organized in a befitting manner it will be productive of
great results; otherwise it will be fruitless and profitless.

Long live this Society! Long live this Society! Undoubtedly at
the beginning of every month a report of this Society should
be sent to this Holy Land.

O Thou Almighty! Illumine Thou this Association and make
Thou this gathering the bright candle of the world! For their
intention is for the public good and their aim is Service to
humankind.

O kind and compassionate God! Such a Society merits Thy
Favors and such a Body deserves inexhaustible Bounty and
Providence.

Verily, Thou art Powerful, Mighty and Omnipotent and, verily,
Thou art the Peerless and Incomparable God!

SW__v014#05 p.004-005, SW__v02#01 p.004

AB05231

To: Harry Gale, in Chicago
Date: 1910-Apr-08

O seeker of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. I write
a brief reply as I have no time. I wish complete success and
prosperity for your entire family and I supplicate and implore
the Kingdom of God and pray that health and well-being may
be obtained, that life’s needs may vanish, that you may gain
strength and arise to serve the Kingdom.
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Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the maidservant of God
Mrs. Matilda Gale and tell her I have asked for heavenly con-
firmation for your sons that they may gain proficiency in the
art of music.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings on my behalf to Mrs. Far-
nette, and show utmost kindness on my behalf to the maidser-
vant of God Mrs. Cora Sorrente and give her the glad tidings
of the Kingdom of God and tell her to observe the power and
might of the Word of God, that a nine-year-old child has taught
you.

My hope is that you will find rest and comfort. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#081

AB11941

To: Susan I Moody, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-03

O handmaiden of the Most High! Your letter was received. You
had written that you are thinking about establishing a new hos-
pital and are planning and organizing it with five other Baha’i
doctors. If such an endeavor is realized, it will be very benefi-
cial. A letter was written to Dr. Mirza Lutfullah. Convey the
most wonderful Abha greetings to Jenab Ismail and tell him
that I supplicate and implore for you in the Abha Kingdom
and seek assistance, bounty and magnanimity. Thank God
that you have guided your sister and mother.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL_ATE#116x, BRL_SOCIAL#229x

.a\:"bj 03)1:' (h);/ M)W‘M\J&y\aﬁ\ 6\
= b e falslad uwwtf’ » &
o7 s g 5555 e S 1 K i
i Dt 4y G G4 o 51 A
P o) gl e el Olig aof
# & C—:ﬂj&)ﬁoﬂfﬁ.u‘i
Al S5 Lbe 5 0 s £l )l
Sols 1 ol als 81 s o5 S

©2s

BRL_DAK#0275

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 146


http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_051-100.pdf#page=79
http://www.bahai.org/r/430442180
http://www.bahai.org/r/200088728
http://www.bahai.org/r/411152536

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB10593

ABO08073

To: Smith, Fva Mae Swingle et al.
Date: 1910-Apr-03

O my two daughters! Your letter was received. The expressions
were in the utmost sweetness. Upon reading it, my heart was
moved involuntarily and turned toward the Abha Kingdom,
beseeching boundless assistance and favors for you both, that
you may be nurtured in the embrace of your mother’s love and
be distinguished by the bestowals of Baha’u’llah, and that like
Mrs. Peeke you may open your tongues in praise of the Lord
of Hosts and sing with sweet melodies in spiritual gatherings.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10593

To: Officers of Iran and America Education Committee, in Washington, DC

Date: 1910-Apr-03

...O Lord! Illumine this association and make this gathering
a lamp of the world, for their intention is the universal good
and their purpose is service to the world of humanity. O Thou
Kind Lord! Such an association is worthy of Thy favors and
such a gathering deserves infinite grace and bounty. Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Able, and Thou art the Unique,
the Peerless God.
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AB11424

To: Ida A Finch, in Seattle
Date: 1910-Apr-03

Moderation is necessary in all affairs. Man must take a lesson
from divine actions and deeds for God suffers a tree to grow a
long time before it attains to perfection. He is able to make
a tree grow to fruition in an instant, but wisdom requires a
gradual development.

SW__v08#02 p.026x

AB12245

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Baghdad

Date: 1910-Apr-0/

O thou whom God hath delivered from the claws of abase-
ment and humiliation! Your detailed letter was received and
brought great joy upon reading it. Had you returned by way of
Baku and Rasht, you would now be journeying and traveling
in the Kingdom. Of this there is no doubt whatsoever. Though
you expressed the hardships of traveling to Baghdad, my heart
and soul were never content for you to travel by another route.
Praise be to God that you arrived in Baghdad with the utmost
comfort, ease and joy, and sent word of this. Now what was
said to Jenab-i-Hikmat has become clear and evident, there-
fore act according to those same instructions whose wisdom
has been proven. Caution is necessary, for there are many
calumnies and great slanders afoot.

This servant wrote to you in the days of despotism to support
the constitutionalists with all your might and to protect and
preserve them. This was emphasized. Now it has become clear
and evident what the wisdom of that was. In any case, place
your trust in God and seek to hold fast to the hem of His
grandeur. The truth of the matter must inevitably become
apparent, this dust of sorrows settle, and this wandering be
transformed into rest. Be confident in God’s grace. I hope this
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upheaval of circumstances will be transformed into tranquility,
and this agitation of heart be changed to assurance.

3 Convey to the relatives, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Most
Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings, and likewise express
utmost longing to the spiritual friends. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

055 e Sl Wl ) o) G
;;f d;f— Olaalol B8 Ol ol ol 5 5454
P e ) o e 165 ol
Ol SLA ol Gl D)Ly G 5 s

g e el e 5 il

INBAS&5:180

AB12073

To: Ali Muhammad Nasir Lashkar Sarrishtihdar, in Qazvin
Date: 1910-Apr-05

...O Lord! Make the friends in Qazvin the manifestations of
the highest heaven and make them signs of the evident Light.
Grant them confirmation and success in all degrees, and make
them victorious and triumphant in all things. In every breath,
waft to their nostrils the sweet fragrances of the Most Glorious
Paradise, and in every moment send a dewdrop from the ocean
of Thy favors. O Lord! Make these holy souls honored in
Thy Kingdom and make their nostrils perfumed with the holy
fragrances of Thy sanctity....
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AB00201

To: Baha’is of Tihran et al.
Date: 1910-Apr-06

O my God, sanctified art Thou! From time immemorial Thou
hast been the Creator of existence, the Originator of all be-
ings, the Fashioner of humanity, ever manifest unto all cre-
ation through Thy most excellent Names, Thy most exalted
Exemplar and Thy most glorious attributes. All existence is a
recipient of the lights of manifestation, and the tablet of cre-
ation is traversed by the Most Exalted Pen with the signs of
guidance, inscribing thereon perfect words, conclusive proofs,
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clear evidences and radiant demonstrations. The realities of all
created things speak Thy praise, chant the verses of Thy unity,
call out Thy Name and proclaim unto all ears Thy glorifica-
tion and attributes. Every penetrating eye beholds the tokens
of Thy power, the signs of Thy sovereignty, the emergence of
Thy mysteries and the manifestation of Thy traces. Every at-
tentive ear is inclined to Thy call, hearing Thy address and
delighting in the hearing of Thy words. Every eloquent tongue
speaks Thy remembrance and praise, expounds Thy verses and
explains Thy words. Every refined sense is perfumed by the
fragrances of Thy holiness and inhales the breezes from the
gardens of Thy oneness. Every pure heart is drawn to Thy
beauty, is a recipient of Thy lights, a dawning-place of Thy
mysteries and a rising-point of Thy inspiration.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, that the eyes of those who
yearn for Thee have been solaced by meeting Thee, and the
souls of those who are attracted to Thee have been stirred by
beholding the Dayspring of Thy lights. The hearts have been
purified, O my God, the innermost beings have been made
goodly, and the insights have been illumined on this Day when
brilliant rays have shone forth from the Kingdom of Thy lights.
The gardens of existence, O my Beloved, have been stirred, the
soil of souls hath been rendered fertile, bringing forth the most
beautiful flowers and blossoms, adorning thereby the world of
being and realizing Thy names and attributes in the realm of
manifestation. Praise be unto Thee, O my Lord, for this, and
thanks be unto Thee, O my Hope, for this promised bounty,
this manifest outpouring and this praiseworthy revelation.

My God, my God! Thine is the bounty in the mystery of exis-
tence, for Thou hast created luminous essences, divine realities,
glorified truths and heavenly secrets, and made them lamps of
knowledge in the glass of creation and stars of guidance in
the horizons of all beings. O Lord! They are Thy loved ones
amidst humanity, Thy chosen ones possessed of compassion
and godliness, Thy friends who are turned toward the Most
Glorious Horizon, and Thy servants who are attracted to the
Supreme Concourse. O Lord! Ordain for them that which
will make their faces radiant and illumine all creation, their
hearts enkindled with the fire of love in the realm of existence,
and their call raised throughout all regions - their utterance
healing and sufficient for all whose breasts are expanded by
mysteries. O Lord! Adorn the world of existence with these
prostrating souls, gather them beneath the raised standard,
make firm their feet in adherence to the praiseworthy station,
awaken through them those who slumber, and ordain for them
in every moment ascension to the highest summit, the pinnacle
of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Verily Thou art the Generous,
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the Loving, verily Thou art the Mighty, the Compassionate.
There is no God but Thee, the Powerful, the Transcendent,
the Strong, the Generous, the Kind, the Tender.

O loving friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is the afternoon of the four-
teenth day of Naw-Ruz, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in utmost suppli-
cation, devotion and self-effacement before the Abha Kingdom.
Despite the presence of the handmaidens of the Most Merciful
from Europe—Miss Buckton and Miss Schepel—I am occupied
with thoughts of you and engaged in writing this letter. When
His Holiness, our pure-hearted brother Mahdi, arrived at the
illumined Shrine, he opened his tongue in praise and glory of
the friends. He offered boundless commendation of all regions,
saying that the friends in Iran are devoted servants, and that
the companions are helpers of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, possessed of see-
ing eyes and tongues eloquent in praise and remembrance, with
hearts drawn to the Abha Kingdom. They are firm, steadfast,
well-rooted and constant. Night and day they chant the verses
of guidance, and morn and eve they engage in the remembrance
of the King of Names. In every gathering the cry of devotion is
raised, and the call of supplication is the habit of every mindful
one. They associate with one another in perfect unity and ac-
cord, and meet in gatherings with utmost love and fellowship.
Each is a candle of the assembly and a sweet-speaking parrot;
they are the nightingales of divine meanings in the garden of
God and the trees of the stream of knowledge in utmost deli-
cacy and true freshness. This news and glad tidings brought
joy and delight to our hearts and created the deepest tender-
ness in our souls. With weeping eyes and smiling lips we arose
in thanksgiving for this boundless grace, beseeching assistance
and favor from the Kingdom of existence, and seeking confir-
mation and success from the Most Great Name. Souls are in
gladness and hearts are in utmost joy and delight through the
bestowals of the Most Merciful Lord.

Praise be to God, the world of being is in motion and vibra-
tion, and the call of Truth is heard by the people of mystery
in both East and West. Each of the friends has blossomed like
a flower in the Abha Paradise, and each of the companions
has become verdant and flourishing like a tree in the Garden
of Glory. Even if a hundred thousand tongues were to offer
thanks at every moment for this infinite bounty, they would
surely fall short. Therefore, we supplicated to the Concourse
on High that they might loose their tongues in thanksgiving
and express the hidden mysteries of these hearts. Now, O
friends, you must all become heroes of the field and ride forth
in this vast arena, for the gates are open on all sides, hearts
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are dilated, and the breathings of the Holy Spirit are sensible.
Through divine strength, heavenly power, celestial confirma-
tion and lordly success, transform the world of existence into
the garden of witnessing, raise aloft the standard of the Most
Great Peace, and uplift the banner of the unity of the human
world. Join all people together in the utmost love, oneness,
affection, wisdom, friendship and kindness, and bestow unity
upon them. And upon you be the Glory.
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To: Karbala’i Qasim (Zavih) et al., in Mashhad
Date: 1910-Apr-06
O thou who art fascinated by the celestial Beloved! Alel s Osie (o

Praise be to God that through visiting the sacred shrine thine
eyes were brightened, thy soul became the dawning-place of
lights, and thy heart became a wellspring of the water of life.
And the proof of this is that when thou didst return to thy fa-
miliar homeland, the means were so arranged that thou didst
hasten to all regions, loosed thy tongue in praise of Him Who
is wondrous in His bounties, kindled a flame in hearts, and be-
stowed passion and rapture upon souls, and became the cause
of the exaltation of the Word of God. This is from the effects
of divine confirmations that were bestowed upon thee in the
blessed shrine.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ali Jan Bahnamiri
Date: 1910-Apr-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and read with careful attention. It was a clear proof of thy
steadfastness in this mighty Cause. The trials and afflictions
which thou hast endured in this Cause are the greatest divine
bounty, for days shall pass away and times shall come to an
end, but what will endure are the hardships thou hast borne in
the path of God. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
I have no time.
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To: Husayn Naraqi, in Tthran
Date: 1910-Apr-06

O servant of God! Your letter was received. You have permis-
sion for attainment to His presence with those who are permit-
ted. Deliver the enclosed letter. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory!
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To: Robert Ferrell, in New York
Date: 1910-Apr-07

O thou who art illumined by the light of guidance!

Praise be to God that through Mr. and Mrs. Kenny thou hast
heard the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of God and hast found
eternal life through the breaths of the Holy Spirit.
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My hope is that through the endeavors of the friends, the stan-
dard of the Lord of Hosts may be raised among the black race
and the lights of guidance may be so diffused that the black
race may become equal to the white race.

Convey my most wonderful Abha greeting to Mrs. Mary L.
Bouty and strive with her for the guidance of your own race.
Endeavor also that thy respected wife may likewise be guided
by the light of guidance.

SW_ v12#05 p.106-107

AB02073

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-08

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
through the assistance and bounty of the Blessed Beauty, the
means of unity, harmony and connection between East and
West are being provided in all directions.

In America, a company has been established under the name of
the Iran-America Educational Society, and papers concerning
this have been sent by Mirza Ahmad and are being forwarded
to Aqa Mirza Ali-Akbar. The Spiritual Assembly may publish
and distribute whichever ones they deem advisable.

However, in their announcement in America, they have men-
tioned the destitution of the children and school administra-
tors. This should be corrected, and the Spiritual Assembly
should write through Aga Mirza Ahmad to that Society that
the school administrators and children are not destitute, but
rather are living in perfect comfort and prosperity under di-
vine protection. If some children are poor, they are accepted
into the school free of charge and their needs are provided for.
Moreover, the Tarbiyat School is not the only school in Tehran
- there are other schools as well.

The Educational Society in America should correct this an-
nouncement and make a new announcement, and they should
give importance to this connection. Contributions for the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar have been made from everywhere in Iran,
even from villages. Now if the American friends wish, of their
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own accord and with willing hearts, to make a contribution to
the Tarbiyat School, this will increase the connection. In any
case, Mirza Ahmad should make an announcement through
the Society with perfect independence, stating that if anyone
makes a contribution, the Iran School Society accepts the favor
but does not confer favor.

In any case, you should correct this announcement and send
it. We have named the Educational Society “The East-West
Unity Society.”

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03442

To: Ismat Khanum daughter of Isma’il Khan Mustufi, in Tihran

Date: 1910-Apr-08

O thou who art bewildered and impassioned by the Ancient
Beauty! The sacrificial ghazal was studied carefully. Indeed it
is eloquent, profound, original and delightful. Those who be-
came attracted upon reading it and sought the path to the
neighborhood of the Kind Beloved are justified. From the
sighs and cries of the lovers, the beauty and grace of the Kind
Beloved becomes clear and evident. I hope through the favors
of the All-Merciful that divine confirmations will increase day
by day, that you may give the thirsty ones to drink from the
sweet waters of guidance and lead those who are deprived to
the boundless ocean.

His honor Aqa Mirza Mustafa Khan has truly arisen to serve,
having no purpose except the good-pleasure of God and no
intention except nearness to His court. I beseech manifold
favors and bounties from the Incomparable Lord on his behalf.

Be not grieved and sorrowful at the passing of the late Mirza
Isa Khan, for he is immersed in the ocean of forgiveness and
has attained the Supreme Companion. Iimplore assistance and
bounty from the Court of Unity for his honor Mirza Ahmad
Khan and all his relatives.

Convey most glorious greetings to his honor Mirza Sadiq Khan.

They are in mind and before our sight. I beseech God that they
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may become a lamp lit with the light of guidance and the cause
of others’ guidance. Now they must be occupied with service
and defer pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine to another time.
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AB06142
To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1910-Apr-08
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg &b !

Thy letter was received and was read with utmost yearning.
Praise be to God that thou art firm in the Covenant and
steadfast in the Testament. Whosoever holdeth fast to God’s
Covenant and cleaveth to the hem of the Testament shall re-
main safe and protected from all tests, for firmness and stead-
fastness are an impregnable fortress, and obedience to the com-
mand of the Blessed Beauty is a manifest protection. Praise be
to God that thou art successful in steadfastness and confirmed
in the love of the Blessed Beauty. The love of Baha is a coat of
steel, and the whisperings of souls are like straws. Assuredly
this straw shall have no effect upon this mighty fortress. Be
thou confident. Encourage and urge all the divine friends to be
firm in God’s manifest Covenant, that in this lofty refuge they
may remain safe and protected from the tests of weak souls.
Upon thee and upon them be the Glory of the Most Glorious.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e 43§ i Se BLLA IS dooey Lt S el
PO g5 Sle b 8 L s S
Ao Opan 5 Lyt Sllbal o ) Gl
5 Sl G G Sl Ot 1L
5 A e Bl Sile Al ) sl
o ke dlos ok e ol o
Skl g by 5 Sl s g2 -
W’J"'d\jJﬁfzd\ 4;5\ ol{
G ) AOLL ma P Glabae AlE b
3 b e dge L Sl a2
5 byt dinn rps Dbl 31 o) 35

LS‘CM‘IH‘M&J&C;ML’GW

MKT8.049, KHML.265-266

156


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/ATA1/ata1-241.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-49.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/662.pdf#page=269

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB12522

AB07009

To: Committee For Order and Prosperity in Iran, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-08

...Since the orderly running of your association dependeth upon
the devotion, integrity, fair-mindedness and sanctity of pur-
pose manifested by the friends of God, they should show forth
in their management of its affairs such purity, nobility and
far-sighted wisdom that they will become a model for other
societies, and all people may be edified and enlightened by
their example. In this way the Baha’is will become known
to all as people who are dependable and honest, virtuous and
enlightened, pure and refined; who are industrious and high-
principled, liberal-minded and promoters of freedom; whose
concern is to serve the common good, not to advance their
own interests, and whose aim is to further the welfare and
prosperity of the people, not to foster their own well-being....
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To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-08

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou art assisted in all affairs. The hospital project is progress-
ing, the school is advancing day by day, and I hope that this
school will surpass all other schools. It is not permissible to
solicit contributions from Iran in the name of the school, but
if the Americans themselves undertake to make contributions
with the utmost gratitude, for the sake of connecting East and
West there is no harm in this. However, the Spiritual Assem-
bly of Tehran must correct that announcement and send it to
America so that they may revise it there.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

Convey my most glorious and wondrous greetings to Mirza
Valiyu’llah Khan.
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To: Siyyid Hasan (Darvazih Abdu’l-Azim), in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-08

...Thou hast written of that meeting held in the quarter where
standeth the city gate of ‘Abdu’l-‘Azim. Do not call it a meet-
ing. Call it a confluence of holy souls; a convocation of those
who love the Lord; a retreat for the people of the All-Merciful;
a palace-hall for all who sing His praise. For the members of
that gathering are each one a lighted taper, and that council
a mansion of the moon and stars. It hath been blessed by the
Lord of all mankind, and hath made current the Feast as set
forth in the Most Holy Book....

COC#0931x

AB08900

To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha’i, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-08

“O Moses, who hath become a shepherd, come thou to the
Mount! Either leave the flock, or make thine own way.”

Thy detailed letter was perused with utmost care, and in truth
I was affected by thy sorrow. But as the Turks say, “My dear
one,” since a precious soul hath mighty purposes and lofty aims,
his blessed heart must not be so tender. Rather, if a ninety-five
pound cannon should be his desire, let him say “How pleasant
and wholesome it is for me!” Undoubtedly difficulties will arise
in affairs and hardships will unveil themselves. Thou must not
become weary or dispirited, but rather remain steadfast in thy
benevolent intention....
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To: May Maxwell, in Montreal

Date: 1910-Apr-09

O cherished daughter of the Kingdom, S e S (g

Thy letter of 9 April 1910 hath arrived, and its contents attest
to the attraction and joy of the hearts and souls. Praise thou
God for being always in His Presence, fully intoxicated with
the wine of His love. Thanks be to God! Thy greatest wish
to have a child hath been granted, and what thou didst ask
hath been realized, and thy friends and relatives may thus be
led to certitude and assurance. I ask God that thou wilt be
both the spiritual and physical mother of that luminous child,
so that she may receive her portion of the bestowals of the Sun
of Truth.

Thou hast written that in New York the devoted handmaid
of God, Juliet, the well-assured handmaid of God, Mother
Beecher, and the enkindled handmaid of God who is ablaze
with God’s love, Mrs. Brittingham, as well as Mr. Woodcock
and other friends, had gathered for a feast, with thyself and
Juliet serving as hosts. How blessed are ye for having rendered
such a service and for having organized such a feast! Now, in
Montreal, exert thine efforts to continue holding such feasts, as
these will conduce to the steadfastness and confirmation of the
friends and handmaids of God. Then will the fragrances of the
divine rose-garden be shed abroad and the quickening breezes
of the Abha Paradise be wafted, causing the participants to be
moved with boundless joy.

Give my kind regards to thy respected husband and tell him
that I give thanks to God that he is one in heart and soul with
Mrs. Mary [May], and that you have become like unto one
soul. I hope that you will both be assisted to serve this great
Cause.

5 O handmaid of God, show the utmost kindness to the hand-
maid of God, Louise Stapfer. If she is unkind to you, be faithful
to her; if she withdraws from you, seek to draw near to her. She
will in due time become a friend. Convey, on my behalf, to all
the servants of God and to the handmaids of the Abha Beauty,
wondrous Abha greetings. The Holy Leaves of the family send
their loving Baha'’i regards.
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O maidservant of God, be well assured that through the grace
of God thou art mentioned in the Kingdom of God, and that in
the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha thou art most precious and revered.

MAX.268
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AB05544

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1910-Apr-12

O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter, dated January 6, 1910, was received with the en-
closed papers.

Regarding the appointment of the time for the opening of the
general convention in Chicago, this matter is already written
about. Undoubtedly you have received it by this time. It was
suggested to postpone the 20th of March to the days of Rizwan,
in which the climate is temperate.

You have written regarding the election of delegates from
among the Oriental Bahais. The season for this work has not
yet come. God willing, in its opportune time they will be sent.

Several plans and designs of the Mashrak-el-Azkar have been
received from America. Now the believers must display en-
deavor so that the land may be bought in its entirety; then
collect contributions for the building, and then they may think
about the plans. So far the means are lacking. I hope from the
favor of the True One that sufficient and ample contribution
may be gathered and afterward the best and most acceptable
plans be decided upon.

Upon ye be Baha-el-ABHA,

SW_ v01#03 p.015, SW_ v04#04 p.072
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AB11096

Date: 1910-Apr-12

Several plans and designs of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar have been
received from America. Now, the believers must display an
endeavor so that the land may be bought in its entirety; then
collect contributions for the building, and then they may think
about the plans. So far, the means are lacking.

I hope from the favor of the True One that sufficient and am-
ple contributions may be gathered and afterward the best and
most acceptable plans be decided upon.

SW_ v064#17 p.140

AB00373

Commentary on passages from the Tablet of Wisdom
To: Ali Akbar Quchani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Apr-14

O thou herald of the Covenant! Thou didst ask about two
important matters which pertain to the interpretation of two
verses from the divine verses. The explanation and elaboration
of these two verses would require a mighty tome, and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is unwell, His occupations and preoccupations are numer-
ous, letters from East and West pour down like torrential rain
without cessation, questions are endless and beyond measure,
and the ordering and organizing of general affairs is without
end. Given these circumstances, how can interpretation be
provided in such detail? Where is the opportunity to expound
these two sacred verses? Therefore, a brief explanation shall
be given.

“That which hath been in existence had existed before, but
not in the form thou seest today.” From this blessed verse it is
clear and evident that the universe is evolving. In the opinion
of the philosophers and the wise this fact of the growth and
evolution of the world of existence is also established. That is
to say, it is progressively transferred from one state to another.
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But some of the philosophers of Europe think that one species
evolves into another species. For example, that the animal
evolved until it became a human being. But the prophets
teach that this theory is unacceptable, as we have explained
already in the book Some Answered Questions. Nay, rather
evolution and growth take place within the same species. For
instance, the seed of man gradually develops, passing through
the stages of embryo, fetus, infant, childhood, and adolescence
until mental maturity is attained. All the while it has pro-
gressed within the same species. It has grown and developed
from the stage of the seed, which is a wormlike existence, until
it evolved to the stage of ‘the best of creations’.

“The world of existence came into being through the heat gen-
erated from the interaction between the active force and that
which is its recipient.” That is to say: The substance and pri-
mary matter of contingent beings is the ethereal power, which
is invisible and known only through its effects, such as electric-
ity, heat, and light-these are vibrations of that power, and this
is established and proven in natural philosophy and is known
as the ethereal matter. This ethereal matter is itself both the
active force and its recipient; in other words, it is the sign of
the Primal Will in the phenomenal world. ‘God created man
by the Primal Will and the Primal Will by itself. The ethe-
real substance is, therefore, the active force since light, heat
and electricity appear from it. It is also the recipient, for as
vibrations take place in it, they become visible. For instance,
light is a vibration occurring in that ethereal substance. From
these vibrations the power of sight is affected, and the result
is visibility. Likewise, vibrations occur in air and from them
the eardrum is affected. That effect is sound and the result is
hearing.

As to the blessed verse “Verily, Nature is the embodiment of
My Name, the Maker, the Creator”: The philosophers of the
past and the present maintain that the universal nature is un-
knowable; it cannot be sensed or understood, while all that
occurs in this world are requisites of Nature; the same way
that hunger and thirst are requisites of the human body, and
burning is one of the requisites of fire. They attribute all these
conditions and phenomena, even the movement of the chain
of beings and their development and growth, to Nature, and
consider Nature as the source of all beings. He says that the
Nature which they consider as the source of all beings is the
manifestation of His Creative Name. That is to say, the Holy
Essence is sanctified from all names and attributes, even from
being known as the First Cause. It is the First Cause that
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is the source of all being and which has been interpreted as
Nature.

i The point is this: All the conditions and perfections that the

philosophers attribute to Nature are the same as have been
attributed to the Primal Will in the Holy Scriptures. It is
clear that the Primal Will is the manifestation of the Creative
Name.

Time permitteth no more. Praise be to God that the prevailing
illness of Jinab-i-Aqa Musa has abated, and it is hoped that
he will improve even further beyond this. Whenever he gains
sufficient strength and ability to travel, he is permitted to pro-
ceed, together with his esteemed wife, to attain Our presence.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Mirza Ahmad Ali Khan
Date: 1910-Apr-14

O true friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Through your efforts, service,
goodly conduct, steadfastness and wise policy, you have proven
and demonstrated that you are a true friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and are a partner and sharer in servitude at the Sacred Thresh-
old, and with utmost firmness and establishment you seek po-
sition and rank solely to serve at the Divine Threshold, and
you pursue honor and leadership only for the purpose of aris-
ing in servitude and protecting and safeguarding the people.
A benevolent Baha’i person must be like this, and it is neces-
sary for those who have turned to the Divine Court to conduct
themselves in accordance with the manifest light. Praise be to
God that you are confirmed and assisted in this.

Therefore it is hoped that you will show a radiant face in the
Abha Kingdom and become a flower in the Abha Paradise, an
ornament of the gathering, and an adornment of the rose gar-
den and meadow, and be the cause of comfort and tranquility
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for government and nation. And upon you be the Most Glori- 4 g5 C,L, RAPH uuﬂLﬂTj ol i s

ous Glory.
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INBAS8T7:121b, INBA52:120a

AB10462

To: Haji Mirza Aqa
Date: 1910-Apr-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! In truth, thou art deserv-
ing of every bounty and worthy of every consideration. Thy
services in the Abha Kingdom are accepted, and thy zeal and
capacity are proven and well-known. Know thou of a certainty
that the glance of favor from His Presence, the Most One, will
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encompass thee, and thou shalt become the manifestation of ol LW Iy
divine confirmations. And upon thee be the Most Glorious @ ’ il
Glory! INBA84:392
AB00733

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Apr-18

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thy letter hath
arrived, and, for want of opportunity, I am now replying to it
in brief.

The formation of a teaching council is most acceptable and
beneficial. It is hoped that in days to come the desired outcome
will become apparent.

The name of his Holiness the Purest Branch was Mihdi, and
at the time of his ascension he was in his eighteenth year.

The Leaves, or daughters, of the Blessed Beauty were three in
number: the Greatest Holy Leaf, Furughiyyih Khanum, and
Samadiyyih Khanum. The Greatest Holy Leaf was continu-
ally engaged in service to His blessed Person; nor had she an
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hour’s respite from her devoted labours. In the inner quar-
ters, the Leaves were occupied with the remembrance of God,
and with the exposition of questions relating to the Cause of
God. Thus did the hours pass. The mother of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
was throughout her life, both night and day, engaged in fervent
supplication and remembrance, and occupied with the mention
of God and the exposition of religious questions and of proofs
in vindication of the True One.

The difference between Baha’i and other women is that, among
the other communities of the East, the women are occupied ei-
ther with the management of the life of the household, or with
the pursuit of pleasure and diversion. Baha’i women, however,
while concerning themselves as far as possible with the order-
ing of the affairs of life, devote the rest of their time to the
exposition of Divine truths and mysteries.

As for the miracles that took place in the war of the children of
Israel with the unbelievers, and are recorded in the Holy Bible,
these have a figurative meaning and metaphorical interpreta-
tions; and yet withal the Baha’is do not hold the miracles of
the Prophets to have been impossible of performance.

Concerning those souls who were formerly in the circle of Aqa
Musa, and have now left it, this was as a result of the coercion
and insistence of others. For this reason, allow no unseemly
word about Aqa Musa to pass thy lips, but maintain towards
him a respectful attitude. Almighty Providence will provide for
those souls a source of livelihood, while they for their part must
abide by the counsels of the True One and, with respect to Aqa
Musa, by no means allow any word expressive of dissatisfaction
to pass their lips.

Thou didst request that the questions of Aqa Mirza Haydar-
‘Ali be printed and disseminated. To print and circulate them
among the Baha’is is permissible; but to do so outside the
community is by no means permissible, for this would give rise
to universal rancour and enmity. Should the friends, however,
commit to memory these facts, verses, and traditions, and, in
gatherings, question the ‘ulama about them, then, the latter
being unable to deliver a response, the people would become
aware.

The friends must not—either with the people in general, or
with the ‘ulama—speak in a contentious fashion, but rather
they should express themselves with the utmost consideration,
kindness, and propriety. Nor must they allow any topic to
lead to conflict and altercation, for contentious and polemical
speech will never be productive of any useful result, but will
rather engender rancour and enmity. Wherefore they should
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speak with the utmost kindness, self-effacement, humility, and
lowliness, nor ever let a harsh word pass their lips, saying in-
stead: “We have no quarrel or dispute with any group of peo-
ple, nor hold them in contempt, but regard both ourselves and
them as servants of the one true God. We are all the fruits
of one tree, and grown from the same bough. The only differ-
ence is that some are searching for the truth, while others are
calm and silent, and occupied with themselves and their own
interests.”

Do thou have the [Traveller’s] Narrative translated into Ger-
man. It is not at present permissible to publish the treatise to
the Shaykh [Epistle to the Son of the Wolf].

Permission is granted thee to travel with Aqa Shaykh ‘Ali-
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Akbar to Iran. At
The Glory of Glories rest upon thee. LS\’-'%“ L S
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-18

O herald of the Covenant! Your recent letter arrived. The news
of the ascension of him who attained the meeting of his Lord
in the Supreme Horizon, his honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar, caused
intense grief, for he was a partner and companion to ‘Abdu’l-
Baha in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. Throughout his life
in the divine path he was never safe from danger for a moment,
and was constantly under threat of sword and blade, yet he
showed no fear and did not shy away from great tribulation.
He was courageous and fearless, luminous and radiant. He
was imprisoned repeatedly and fell under chains and fetters,
but never showed any weakness, and like a mighty mountain
maintained perfect dignity and composure. For fifty years he
was enthralled by the Kingdom of Beauty and sacrificed his life
in the path of the All-Glorious. Many times he offered himself
for sacrifice and yearned for martyrdom. Blessed is he and
excellent is his reward.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s solace in this calamity is that new friends will
arise with such steadfastness, firmness, strength and solidity
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to strive alongside the Hands of the Cause in diffusing the
divine fragrances. All the friends must console, comfort, care
for and serve his relatives who have attained the gathering of
reunion, for they are the survivors and remembrance of that
noble person.

As for your treatise, it will certainly be reviewed and sent. You
must exert the utmost effort in the lessons you are teaching so
that souls will arise who can prove the manifestation of the One
revealed on Sinai with decisive proofs, clear evidence and con-
clusive arguments. Convey wonderful, most glorious greetings
to the maidservant of the Most High, Dr. Moody. I beseech
God that she may be assisted in serving the friends. Jinab-
i-Firaburz should also be diligent. If meanwhile he wishes to
learn a trade or make preparations to later travel to Europe to
study a trade, there is no harm in this.

And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay
Date: 1910-Apr-18

The eloquent verses and articulate six-line poem, which were
the fruit of your loving talent and which flowed like running
water with utmost fluency, were read with the greatest care.
They were truly original and sweet, eloquent and honeyed, es-
pecially since they offered congratulations for the new festival
while expressing servitude to this weak being and bondage to
the sacred Threshold of the Lord, the Merciful, the Compas-
sionate.

All mentions regarding this servant are excessive and deficient
save pure servitude and bondage to the Threshold and
guardianship of the Court of the Lord. This is correct.

3 Therefore, with the blessing of these words of yours, you are
permitted to don the pilgrim’s garb of the Ka’bih of the divine
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purpose and make one journey here. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Bahram Marzban
Date: 1910-Apr-18

O Merciful Lord! Marzuban has abandoned the earthly realm
and hastened to the boundless world. He had no hope except
in You and planted nothing in the field of his heart except the
seeds of Your love. He grew weary of life in the world of dust
and soared to the Kingdom of mysteries.

O Forgiving and Kind One! Grant melody to that melody-
less one, and bestow order and purpose to that disordered one
in Your shelter. Grant heavenly treasure to that poor one,
and bestow freedom of the higher realm to that captive one.
Illumine him, make him radiant, grant him joy, bestow success
upon him. You are the Giver, the Bestower, the Forgiver, the
Kind One.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Apr-20

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thy numerous
letters have arrived. God willing, replies will be written to
each one of them.

Thou didst write concerning the Russian official. It is evident
that, thanks to thine endeavours, he hath become somewhat
attracted to the Cause; God willing, he will come little by little
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to believe in it entirely. Shouldst thou have in thy possession
a copy of the [Traveller’s| Narrative, send him thereof however
much he wisheth, and write to him that Mirza Abu’l-Fadl hath
composed a treatise concerning this Cause, which hath been
translated, and printed in America. Let him request it of the
friends in Paris, and likewise the book Some Answered Ques-
tions, which hath been rendered into the French and English
tongues. If he is able, let him render the Narrative into the
German tongue and likewise the translation of the Tablets of
Tarazat, Tajalliyat, Kalimat, Bisharat, and Ishraqat. In fine,
whatever books there are about this Cause may be found with
Mr. Dreyfus in Paris: Let him obtain them from him.

Convey to the Russian lady the utmost loving-kindness on the
part of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and, so far as thou art able, strive to
attract that respected personage to the Divine fragrances; for
if once that virtuous matron becometh attracted and assured
in faith and certitude, then, through the power of the confirma-
tions of the Blessed Beauty, she will become in Western lands
a brilliant candle.

Thou didst write concerning the disturbances in Bakd. Do
thou have recourse to the government so that preventive mea-
sures may be taken; yet not in any adversarial fashion: rather,
in a moderate manner state thou that such is contrary to jus-
tice and inimical to fellowship and love among all the subjects
of the respected state.

In brief, I found myself exceedingly happy and satisfied with
thee for thou hast arisen to serve the Cause of God. My hope
is that thou wilt be assisted to perform outstanding services
and become a means of exalting the Word of God.

i Always extend to Count Tolstoy loving and heartfelt greetings

and treat him with the utmost courtesy, as we are indeed com-
manded to behave in this way. Perchance he may become
fair-minded. There are signs that his attitude hath improved
and moderated. It is hoped that, God willing, it may improve
further and that he may speak with justice about this Cause.
It might be beneficial if thou wert to despatch to him, and oth-
ers like him, the letter of this servant addressed to the believers
of the East and the West which is translated and published in
Russian.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

BRL_ATE#028, MAAN#14

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ciS wals pie K TE ALl onof
A e W5y s s OF 4§-L¢f\
§ )85k Ak sl 5y sl 8
Ao e Gdley Jadly) e Ol
g Kl gs s S ang g eyt g
Cim 5 a2 Lol 5 Gl s sasf
Ay il p ol 8 1) Olaslie OF
SUT 0Ly 1y dle asle $1y odd amy
5 ObLb Al ey ot s il amy
woMe Bl 2l ollay y ol ol
Fws Sl 35 5 Sl Ll ) s 8

G5 0L 3l s ge sk 53 s

e 851 Gl bt sy pbl
w1 8 w28 ©f a5 4l e
ST L) 48 ) Sl Clote |
Sl Ol 5 Q4N Ol okl o
oo S s Shle dls ol b

355

CaS2 d3g 035 p b o 4500 Slakel )
Fa 8 Sy 558 65 e b S ol o
Gle o § 48 55 oVime Ky aleas
@?‘wﬁ%;w\u&)w}d\.\c

Sl 4 Shs Sy

L A RCNES PR 4] el ol ol
§ cuils gl f"b Loy 5 o sl
wa&c\v},ﬂ,@;éfm;&k&
Lg:j &

Ly s o bl atep gy O o
ol b asls 2 pli) Sl s 8
>yte pobn 1351 4& Sl o 4l
w3l el (638 ol i 5 A Jl= &
Wliaie 5 358 Fn dmope dleliil &y cl
de ) s osSe il e ) o o
240 ey Ok & op B4 4
sl 5l desl 5 o) g2 ST ons§ CJ,
535 e als oyl

61(-@\ J‘K‘J‘ ;i:lc 2

BRL__DAK#0027, PZHN v1#2 p.38

169

6


http://www.bahai.org/r/091758676
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/MAAN.pdf#page=15
http://www.bahai.org/r/318994925
https://web.archive.org/web/20200219220745/http://www.pazhuheshnameh.org/fa/issue2

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB01900

AB01900

To: Louise Waite, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Apr-20

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Due to
lack of time, a brief response is written, which is this: Spiri-
tual gatherings established for teaching souls - whether men’s
gatherings, women’s gatherings, or mixed - are all acceptable
and necessary for spreading the divine fragrances. Likewise,
a general gathering once per week where the friends come to-
gether, engage in divine remembrance, read prayers and deliver
effective talks is acceptable and beloved.

However, that House of Justice mentioned in the Kitab-i-Aqdas
is absolutely impossible to establish now - indeed it is forbidden
and inconceivable. That will be when the Cause is proclaimed
and the laws of God are promoted. So now is not the time for
the House of Justice that must be formed through universal
election, and its mention is not permitted and its conception
impossible.

In affairs, strive as much as possible to prevent differences from
arising, not that every minor matter becomes a cause of dis-
cord. If things proceed in this manner, the end result will be
pure chaos. All the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful
must focus their thoughts on achieving unity and realizing the
oneness of humankind, not that every minor issue becomes a
cause of differing views. My hope is that the friends and hand-
maidens in America will become united in all matters and never
create differences, for discord destroys the divine foundation.
If they unite on a matter and it is wrong, it is better than if
they differ and are right. For this discord leads to the destruc-
tion of the divine foundation, even if one of the two sides is
right - yet it causes a thousand wrongs. But if they unite and
both sides are wrong, because there is unity, eventually the
truth will be revealed and wrong will be transformed to right.

1 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Babul
Date: 1910-Apr-20

O thou handmaiden of Baha! Thy letter was received, and
praised be God, the sweet savors of the love of the Lord were
inhaled from the rose-garden of inner meanings; these are the
tokens of the firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant and
the Testament.

O handmaiden of Baha! Thank God that through the gracious
favor and mercy of the Blessed Beauty, the hearts and souls
are in close union and constancy; therefore, there existeth no
separation whatsoever, but rather, the spiritual harmony and
the fellowship of the hearts endureth forever. I beseech the
manifold bounties of the Lord of Wondrous Attributes that
you mayest be always guarded under the care and protection
of the Peerless God, and to be graciously aided to remain a
true maidservant of the Blessed Beauty.

Most lovingly convey on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the warmest
Abha greetings to all the maidservants of God, and say that
in this Dispensation, women have assumed the same position
as men, nay rather in Europe and America they have even sur-
passed men in the teaching work as well as in their attraction
to the Divine fragrances.

Also, convey the utmost yearning of this servant of the Day-
Star of the world, to the spiritual friends in Mah-Firuzak. My
heart longeth and my soul yearneth for them. My prayer and
ardent supplication, at eventide and at dawn, to the Threshold
of the Desired One is that those blessed souls may receive the
invisible assistance from the Abha Kingdom, and may be en-
abled to achieve that which beseemeth this wondrous age and
becometh this glorious century.

The glory of Glories rest upon you and upon them. The letter
is brief, on account of lack of time.
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To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Apr-20

O thou servant of the kindly Beloved, Baha’u’llah! I can find no
nobler title than this wherewith to address thee. Only an hour
ago I wrote thee a letter; and now, as I was sorting through
my papers, the portrait of that loving friend fell out. When
I beheld that adorable countenance, I bestirred myself again
to write this present letter, in order that thou mightest know
how dearly thou art cherished in these precincts. I fain would
hope that at all times, through the grace and bestowals of the
Blessed Beauty, that countenance may, through the lights of
Divine confirmation, become the envy of the radiant moon, and
be brightened and illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth.
The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

Shouldst thou be able to convince that Armenian gentleman to
write the truth, and himself repudiate what he hath written—
which is utter falsehood and pure calumny—it would be most
agreeable. Exert thou the utmost effort in this regard.
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To: Abdal Qarih-Baghi, in Tiflis
Date: 1910-Apr-20

O self-sacrificing servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your
letter arrived and from its contents it became known that you
have resolved to travel to the Caucasus to arise in service to the
Cause of God. For some time that region has been deprived
of peace and tranquility. Now praise be to God it has found
stability and calm, therefore it has great potential.

You must, with heavenly confirmations and the bounties of
the Most Glorious Beauty, arise with the utmost steadfastness
to guide souls. And such is my hope that that long-standing
friend will succeed in promoting the Cause of the Manifest
Light - that he will become a precious soul in Tiflis and the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

)\ D) al LQC\ dles duwl» fody ‘_;\
o3 b s S8 el oS piee Opeias
0230, of Gl L2 A ) oz
313 A a# (‘)ﬁ ey ﬁLJ)\

3,0 (\h.o Szl 1b 23l 0 S
Sl e dla e 5 GleT ke L
O ekl 5 Slas 58 Sl Conlizul
25 P B B b b &

33 5 340 e el e 0 ”fd":"
s eS8 ol Q,A}AC):E.»J\JJJ

172


http://www.bahai.org/r/884339807
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/MAAN.pdf#page=3
http://www.bahai.org/r/714190647

V]

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB10172

dawning-place of the Merciful One’s bounty in Yerevan, that
he will unlock treasures in Ganja and roar like a fierce lion
in Shirvan. Do not consider it unlikely that through the con-
firmations of the Lord you will achieve such success that you
yourself will remain bewildered and amazed. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Tiflis
Date: 1910-Apr-20

O friends of Abdu’l-Baha! For some time the region of the Cau-
casus was dominated by corruption and sedition, and therefore
the friends of God had no opportunity to move freely in that
field. Now, praise be to God, that dust has settled and that
corruption and sedition have vanished, and even if occasion-
ally there appears some slight manifestation thereof, it is of
no importance or consequence. Therefore in these days the
friends must create excitement and enthusiasm, arise to serve
the Cause of God, scatter musk and ambergris, and shower
crystallized sugar. They must illumine their faces with divine
glad-tidings and loose their tongues in speaking the verses of
guidance. They must make the Caucasus region a retreat of
communion and supplication, and raise such a melody that
souls will take flight.

The days of life are passing, and ultimately decline and ex-
tinction are certain and decreed, except for those souls who,
though hidden in the horizon of extinction, shine forth from
the dawning-place of immortality. Though they pass from this
world, they enter the divine realm.

Therefore, while time remains and opportunity is at hand, one
must secure the prey of happiness in both worlds. Like Joseph
of Egypt, one must display beauty in the marketplace and
manifest spiritual grace and charm. Surely through the power
of attraction, thousands of seekers from various peoples will
appear.

O Divine Providence! Lift to Thy true lovers’ lips the God-
intoxicating wine of Thy mysteries, and make of them the shin-
ing dawning places of Thy guidance. Exalt the hearts of Thy
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friends in rapturous elation, endow their souls with joy and
enable them to lift up their ears and hearken to Thy mysteries.
Unite their hearts that they may raise high the standard of
the oneness of humankind in this nether world and become the
promoters of love and concord among the diverse kindreds of
the earth. Thou art Mighty and Powerful, and verily, Thou art
the Forgiver, the Bestower, the All-Knowing, the All-Seeing.
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ABU1938

in Haifa/Akka

Blessed is the soul which is purified, and understands its
wickedness and piety.

Blessed is the spirit which is revived by the Breath of the Mer-
ciful.

Blessed is the nostril which is perfumed by the Fragrances of
God.

Blessed is the heart which is dilated by the Breezes of God.
Blessed is the eye which sees the Beauty of God.
Blessed is the ear which listens to the WORD OF GOD.

Blessed is the temple (person) who stands steadfast in the ser-
vice of the Cause of God.

Blessed are the internals which burn by the Fire of the Love
of God.

Blessed is the liver which is melted by the flame of the Fire of
intense love in the CAUSE OF GOD.

Blessed is the soul who fulfils the Testament of God, who pays
no heed to any blame in the Cause of God, and who will never
be impressed by the arrows of lying souls or the veiled ones of
the minds which are wicked and neglectful in mentioning God.

Blessed is the soul whose outward life is the same as its inward
life; whose Lord has guided it, removed its veil, and honoured
it with the cup (of consolation) mixed with camphor, to... [in-
complete]

BSTW#119
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ABO01016

To: Baha’is of Hamadan et al.
Date: 1910-Apr-21

O my heavenly friends! It is certain and evident that the In-
comparable One is always praised for His absolute wealth, dis-
tinguished for His all-embracing mercy, characterized by His
eternal grace, and known for His gifts to the world of existence.
Nonetheless, in accordance with His inscrutable wisdom and in
order to apply a unique test to distinguish the friend from the
stranger, He hath enjoined the Huquq upon His servants and
made it obligatory.

Those who have observed this weighty ordinance have received
heavenly blessings and in both worlds their faces have shone
radiantly and their nostrils have been perfumed by the sweet
savours of Godis tender mercy. One of the tokens of His con-
summate wisdom is that the payment of the Huquq will enable
the donors to become firm and steadfast and will exert a great
influence on their hearts and souls. Furthermore, the Huquq
will be used for charitable purposes.

The funds which thou hadst collected in the year 1326 were ac-
cepted at the Threshold of the Divine Unity, and will assuredly,
through the agency of the faithful friends, be expended in the
places where they are needed. Attach the greatest importance
to the Ta’iyid School, and exert yourselves by every means
that it may make great progress and become distinguished and
renowned among the schools of Iran, for it is connected with
this weighty matter.

‘Abduil-Baha, with the utmost satisfaction at thy striving and
endeavor, offereth supplication and entreaty at the Threshold
of the Most High, and each day will seek for thee a new confir-
mation. And upon you be the glory of the Most Glorious.

BRL_HUQUQ#024x, COC#1160x
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ABO08317

To: Mashhadi Ibad Shirvani Qavamut-Tujjar
Date: 1910-Apr-21

O faithful friend! The utmost steadfastness and firmness that
you showed in protecting and safeguarding the relatives of His
Holiness the Martyr, and your efforts during his absence to pre-
vent, as far as possible, oppression and hostility against those
oppressed ones, have caused nearness to the Court of Divine
Unity. This service is accepted, this endeavor is praisewor-
thy, and this nobility is recognized and rewarded at the Divine
Court.

2 Through the grace of that Beloved of the horizons, this servant
at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty hopes that you
may become the manifestation of diverse favors in all things.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muhammad Rida Ibn Sina, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Apr-27

O candle of His Holiness Sina! Your letter arrived and brought
great joy and delight from its contents, for it was filled with
glad tidings of the exaltation of the Word of God. Praise be
to God that the territory of Iraq has become a rose garden
of mysteries and several souls have entered under the shadow
of the Lord. In truth, that land and region deserves to be-
come fragrant with holy and musk-laden breezes, for it lies in
the center of Iran and souls there possess the utmost wisdom,
intelligence, capability and innate receptivity.

Praise be to God that in Qum you arose to serve and associ-
ated with strangers, and in a pleasant manner prevented wolves
from savagery and restrained oppressors from tyranny and in-
justice. I hope that the souls you have educated will gradually
progress hereafter and the pure seeds you have scattered will
sprout. In Qahan, praise be to God, the divine fragrances were
diffused and God willing will have great effects hereafter. It is
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our duty to scatter seeds - their sprouting is with God and He
will surely make them grow.

As for the ascension of his holiness, the Sun at the zenith of
divine knowledge - truly it affected everyone. Upon hearing
the news, Abdul-Baha wept and with a burning heart all the
friends were overcome with great sorrow and began lamenting
and mourning the separation from that lamp of unity. But the
consolation of hearts is that ultimately endless fellowship will
be attained in the hidden Kingdom.

In Tafrish, praise be to God, souls were stirred and became
confidants of the mystery, becoming intimate companions and
of one voice. My hope is that the call will be raised in that
region and the Cause of God will spread tremendously. Your
passage through Shahabad, Khaljabad and Sultanabad was a
cause of prosperity and will surely lead to freedom for the
captives of self and passion.

As for his honor Agha Mirza Agha Khan, that kind friend,
praise be to God he is engaged in service and successful and
favored in all matters. The Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones) had a special consideration for the
honored late Qa’im-Magam. Now praise be to God the signs
of that favor and kindness have become evident and manifest
in that such a blessed soul has been raised up in the family of
that noble personage.

; As for the Jewish believers - those souls are attracted to the

verses of guidance and are lamps of the love of God. Blessed
are they and excellent is their destiny. His honor Agha Mirza
Yusuf Khan and his honor Agha Mirza Nasrullah are truly self-
sacrificing in the path of God and in every breath sacrifice a
hundred lives. Please convey my utmost longing greetings of
Abha to his honor Agha Ruhi Khan and his honor Asadul-
lah Khan. His honor Agha Mirza Nasrullah truly recites his
prayers with complete presence of heart and his fasting was
highly accepted at the Divine Threshold. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Splendor.
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To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1910-Apr-27

O thou who art fast and firm in the Covenant! O beloved
friend! Thy musk-scented letter hath been received. The con-
tents thereof were as sweet as honey, inasmuch as they testified
to thy devotion in the Cause of God, thy steadfastness in the
Covenant of God, and thine attraction to the Divine fragrances.
Thou hadst written that ye were introduced to Lord Curzon,
and that ye wish to send him the Secret of Divine Civiliza-
tion together with a number of other Tablets. Send him the
Tablets of Tarazat (Ornaments), Kalamat (Words of Paradise),
Bisharat (Glad-tidings), Tajalliat (Effulgences) and Ishraqat
(Splendours). Enclose ye also the letter that this servant hath
written to the East and the West regarding the benefits and
profits of the unification of the world and the unity and con-
cord of all its peoples and nations. It hath been translated and
published in America, perchance ye may be able to obtain a
copy thereof.

As to the issue of Shah-zadih-i-Vala, consort with him in a
spirit of utmost kindliness according to the dictates of wisdom,
inasmuch as he is involved in political affairs and we must not
under any circumstance meddle with these things. Exhort and
direct him in such wise that he may at once be freed from
the shackles of this earthly life and abandon all attachments
to this nether world, that with both mind and soul he may
find abiding rest and absolute composure. In such a state
will man set his affections upon God and gain admittance into
the Divine realm of liberty. Then will he seek the throne of
everlasting dominion in the Divine world and wholly renounce
all earthly dominion. Then will he chant the Divine verses and
engage in supplication and prayer.

Convey most glorious greetings to the attracted maidservant of
God Mrs. Cropper, the near maidservant of God Mrs. Whyte,
the assured maidservant of God Miss Buckton, and the believ-
ing maidservant of God Miss Schepel. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muhammad Ibrahim Bayk, in Istanbul
Date: 1910-Apr-27

...You wrote about changes in the personnel of the great em-
bassy. It is hoped the new leaders will succeed in conducting
affairs with the confirmations of the Glorious Lord, that the
rights of the brilliant nation and mighty government will be re-
newed, and this constitutional government become praisewor-
thy. One must show utmost determination and steadfastness,
strive for the good of government and nation, and establish
complete unity and harmony so that all of Iran may become
as one body and soul. If such unity is established, rest assured
that the beloved goal will grace the gathering and the eternal
glory of Iran and Iranians will become manifest.

Night and day we are engaged in prayer, and in this corner,
without provisions, we raise suppliant hands beseeching the
Self-Sufficient Lord for help and favor, that under His protec-
tion this ancient nation may remain preserved and safeguarded.
Indeed, great difficulties lie ahead, but divine confirmations
and assistance can solve every problem, and the heat of the sun
of confirmation will eventually disperse the dark and gloomy
clouds of trials, and the verse “Despair not of God’s mercy”
will shine like a candle in the gathering of Iranians....
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AB06182

To: Yahya Khan et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Apr-27

O ye two servants of the divine Threshold! The limitless boun-
ties of God have embraced your lives so that ye have became
the bearers of a great trust from God. And that trust is the
love of the Well-Beloved of the world.

There is no grace greater in the world of existence than this
love. It is the most mighty sign the most wondrous bounty
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to the world of humanity. But since its conditions and its
prerequisites are mighty indeed, not all things can bear it nor
do all creatures have the capacity of reflecting it. They are
unable to do so.

This trust is pertains only to the world of humanity. If its
characteristics and conditions become fully realised in a soul
then the utterance “Blessed be God, the Best of Creators” will
be manifest and evident.
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To: Wife of Ali Muhammad Shirazi, in Bombay
Date: 1910-Apr-27

O handmaid of God! Your dear companion arrived in the Holy
Land and attained the honor of visiting the blessed Shrine. In
this luminous spot he mentioned you and requested that this
letter be written.

You must be completely satisfied with him, for in such a holy
place and sacred moment he remembered and mentioned you,
and in the blessed sanctuary he beseeched favors from Him
Who is wondrous in attributes. In the world of existence no
love and consideration can be greater than this.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09768

To: Abu’l Hasan Ansaf, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Apr-27

My God, my God! Verily, Thy servant hath sought refuge
at the gate of Thy oneness, crying for help unto the kingdom
of Thy All-Merciful Name, seeking illumination from the Sun
of Thy unity, taking shelter at the sacred threshold of Thy
singleness.

O Lord! Ordain for him every good thing in Thy kingdom, and
assist him, as long as he liveth, to transcribe Thy verses and
compose Thy words. Protect him within the shelter of Thy
protection, and guard him beneath the eye of Thy care and
preservation.

Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
Transcendent, the Beneficent, the Kind, the Merciful.

Sadel Ol bl S 31 A1 A

Z

e e, oS U b

LR V- Y PPV &::\3\.\») wﬁ-:’ o

gﬁi&'\;}
¢\>b¢i;;&;§bé»&;€%3§®
G il 5 S G 5 ST 2 Lo L
S 5 Kaloy o don 1 g Sl O

o3 01 ekl el sl ol et )
S

INBA87:052b, INBA52:052a

AB02685

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Apr-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Thou hadst written about the disturbances in Iran. These dis-
turbances are caused by the interference of the divines and the
aggression of the foolish against the loved ones of God. As long
as this continues, Iran will remain restless and unsettled. This
agitation is increasing, but the ultimate destiny of Iran is tran-
quility, stability, and establishment. The divine fragrances will
encompass it and the teachings of God will achieve complete
penetration. Pure seeds will sprout in that field through the
bounty of the cloud of grace. Iran will become a paradise of
contentment and find perfect peace, joy and repose.

Deliver the enclosed letters.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

O my God, my God! Verily, Thy noble Bashir and Thy servant
who is firm in the Mighty Covenant, grew up in servitude to
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Thee and grew old in service to Thee. He arose with all his
strength to spread the divine verses throughout the regions and
became a target for the arrows of the hypocrites. He passed
his days in bitterness and bore the blame of every unbearable
This was solely out of love for Thy beauty,
seeking reunion with Thee, yearning for the proximity of Thy
mercy, pursuing Thy face, and longing to meet Thee. O Lord!
Let him drink from the brimming cup of Thy mercy, O Thou
Who enrapturest the hearts of the lovers! Crown him with the
diadem of Thy pardon and forgiveness for his firmness in the
Covenant. Immerse him in the seas of Thy favors, admit him
to Thy garden of oneness and paradise of mercy, and grant him
eternal life in the gathering of divine encounter, the center of
lights and the kingdom of mysteries, after his ascension from
this world to the realm of permanence. Verily, Thou art the
Merciful, the Compassionate, and verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the Generous, the Bestower.

ill-omened one.
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Words to Remey and Struven in May 1910 in Haifa

Question/topic: Many of the American believers desire to worship daily in accordance with the

Teachings. What prayers should they use daily?...
is the Command regarding the giving of tithes...

Question—-Many of the American believers desire to worship
daily in accordance with the Teachings. What prayers should
they use daily? No instruction has yet been revealed for them
regarding daily worship.

Answer—Later on I will give instructions.
Q. —Was Baha’u’llah of the seed of Jesse?

A. —Yes. He was the ninth generation in succession from Jesse,
but this was not the Jesse of the Bible.

Q. ~What is the Command regarding the giving of tithes: Is
it 19

A. —It should be the one-nineteenth part of one’s income. This
tithe giving is a blessed privilege. Among mankind money is
the greatest thing. This giving will confirm the people. With
this money many great works will be done. In Hamadan in
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Persia, the Jewish believers raised much money in this way.
At first I did not accept this money, but later on I directed
that it should be used in their own town for the Baha’i school.
This giving was a great spiritual blessing to those believers.
Everyone knows how the Jews love money.

Q. —Is the calendar as revealed by the Bab to be used in this
Dispensation?

A. —Yes; but later on modifications will be made.

Q. —From what year does the era of the New Dispensation date—
from the Declaration of the Bab or from that of Baha’u’llah?

A. —From the Declaration of the Bab, 1260 A.H. or 1844 A.D.

Q. ~Which day of the week will the Baha’is eventually observe
as a day of rest?

A. —Friday.

Q.—We have been taught that Baha’u’llah was the Seventh of a
series of great World (Universal) Manifestations of this present
cycle, Christ being the sixth, Melchesidec the fifth, while the
first four were before the compilation of our present world his-
tory, and of them we have no records; that their teachings were
applicable to all mankind under all conditions; while upon the
other hand the Manifestations, such as Zoroaster, Abraham,
Moses, Mohammed and the Bab were sent each to a certain
people, bringing teachings which were applicable to those cer-
tain conditions and people only, while the teachings of the
World Manifestations were not limited in their application to
peoples. Is this teaching correct?

A. —Yes, it is correct.

In a subsequent conversation, during which questions were be-
ing asked and answered, ‘Abdul-Baha said:

That Baha'u’llah was not a descendant from the Prophet
Zoroaster.

That the Anniversary of the martyrdom of the Bab should be
observed with solemnity by the friends.

That the Anniversary of the Departure of Bahau’llah should
be observed in like manner, and that in the night time a meet-
ing of prayer should be held.

That it would be well for the Western friends to interest them-
selves in commercial and industrial matters with the people of
Persia, for Persia and the West both need connection one with
the other.
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That in serving together the believers should always avoid
those matters upon which they cannot agree. The believers
should serve together, the men and women working together
in harmony. In meetings of consultation the majority should
rule, but it is far preferable that there should be such unity
that there be no minority—that all should be of one mind.

SW__v014#12 p.002-003, PN__ 1910 p004, PN_ unsorted p059

ABU3365

Words to Remey and Struven in May 1910 in Haifa

In speaking of the spreading the Fragrances of the Kingdom,
Abdul-Baha said “In movements there is life, in immobility
there is death. The traveling of the teachers from place to
place, from Orient to Occident, and from country to country,
is one of the greatest means for spreading the Fragrances, and
for sowing spiritual seeds in the souls of the people.”

PN_ unsorted p058

AB09452

To: Louise Waite, in Chicago
Date: 1910-May-01

O thou beloved maidservant of God!

The poetry, which thou hast composed has been perused. In it
was concealed wonderful meanings and spiritual significances.
Thank thou God that thou art confirmed therein and penned
such an anthem and composed such verses. I forwarded the
poetry to Tayere Khanum in Tehran, so that it may be chanted
among the Believers.

Upon thee be Baha EI-ABHA.

BLO PT#052.10
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ABO03877

To: Musa Ahari, in Tabriz
Date: 1910-May-02

O thou who stringest brilliant pearls and radiant gems!

2 By thy life, these arranged pearls and scattered gems are wor-
thy to be necklaces for the necks of the maidens of paradise
and jewels glittering upon a magnificent crown for one seated
upon the throne of utterance and knowledge. Its Arabic verses
are precious pearls and its Persian gems are brilliant stars in
the zenith of eloquence and mystical knowledge, while its Turk-
ish verse is a melody from the nightingale of inner meanings
in the midst of paradise. The flowing poetry arranged in the
sweet-speaking Arabic tongue is a melody from the realm of
mysteries, and the verses composed and arranged in Persian are
testimonies to the eloquence of the masters of rhetoric, while
the poem spoken in Turkish is the song of the nightingale of
mysteries. The Arabic verse was scattered pearls possessing
abundant eloquence and rhetoric, the Turkish poetry like bril-
liant stars causing wonderment to the masters of eloquence and
rhetoric, the Persian verses like flowing water and the pure wa-
ter of life, with endless sweetness and infinite eloquence.

O Lord! Aid Thy servant Moses on Mount Sinai to witness the
fire kindled in the green tree and to hear Thy call from Thy
most glorious Kingdom, and assist him with the white hand
and the manifest serpent which swallows the staffs of delusion
and the ropes of conjecture among the people. Verily Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Precious, the All-Knowing.
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To: Mirza Ahmad Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-May-02
O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Ol b

> The melody of the mystic dove, warbling from the rose garden
of the realities and mysteries of the All-Merciful hath reached

the ears of these yearning souls. Praised be God that in the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl s sl 2K ) Gl b (Kl

Ny S Gy Ol g sdae Sle

185


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/682.pdf#page=123

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB02138

prime of youth, thou hast been guided by the promptings of
thy conscience, hast enjoyed the bounties of the Merciful and
obtained a portion of the Divine favours. Thus did thy heart
become freed from attachment to water and clay, and thy soul,
even as a mirror, reflected the grace of God. The lover hath
attained his Beloved and the moth circled in adoration around
the lighted candle.

It is my hope that day by day thou wilt grow in staunchness
and steadfastness, perchance thou mayest become the cause of
the awakening and attraction of others.
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To: Baha’is of Paris et al., in London
Date: 1910-May-03

O beloved friends and maidservants of the Most Merciful!
Jinab-i-Khusraw set out from India intending to circum-
ambulate the Holy Shrine, and having traversed this vast
distance, reached the Holy Land and laid his head at the
Sacred Threshold, beseeching assistance and bounty for all
the friends and maidservants of the Most Merciful. Now with
utmost longing he has set out to visit the friends in the West.
This person is so enkindled with love for the Baha’is that he
involuntarily opens his tongue to express his love and heart’s
attachment. In truth he is sincere, steadfast, attracted and
ablaze. Surely you will observe this when you meet him.

Glory be to God! Observe the penetrating power of the Word
of God, that a Zoroastrian person hastens from India to Paris
and London to attain the presence of the Western Baha'is.
What connection is this, and what heart attachment! May my
soul be sacrificed for the Baha’is who have been so educated
under the shadow of the Word of God. Soon you will observe
that they will become thus with all humanity - they will see no
strangers and observe no foreigners. They will become intimate
with every soul and harmonious with every person. They will
see all creation as signs of the power and grandeur of the Lord,
and observe all humanity as manifestations of divine favors.
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O friends and maidservants of the Most Merciful! The melody
and song of the love of humanity rings forth from the divine
Kingdom, and the anthem and strain of human oneness ap-
pears with utmost sweetness from the nightingale of the rose
garden of truth. The time has come for you to surge like the
sea, that you may cause commotion in all regions and gather
all souls beneath the pavilion of human oneness. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO08180

To: Shahrbanu daughter of Shahriyar
Date: 1910-May-03

O cherished handmaiden of God! Your name is mentioned at
the threshold of the All-Knowing Lord so that your heart and
soul may become joyous and glad.

Observe how the favors of the Blessed Beauty are shining like
the sun, that at His Holy Threshold ‘Abdu’l-Baha should re-
member you and mention your name, and beseech eternal
bounty and everlasting grace, so that from every direction the
light of divine bestowals may shine forth and from every quar-
ter the signs of heavenly grace may become manifest.

Know thou of a certainty that today there is no greater bounty
than this. And upon thee be the Glory.
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Words spoken at the Shrine of the Bab on 4 May 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: How was it possible for ... Baha'u’llah to get possession ... of this uniquely
beautiful place for the mortal remains of ... the Bab?... What have ... the Bab and ... Baha’u’llah
ordained about the care of holy tombs and pilgrimages to them?... Will the International or the
Local House of Justice take over the stewardship of the places of pilgrimage...

Sixth letter from Dr. J.F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Explanations by ‘Abbas Effendi ‘Abdu’l-Baha concerning the
history of the Mausoleum of the Bab on the slope of Mount
Carmel, and plans for the future.

Place: In the garden of the Mausoleum.
Time: 4 May (Friday) 1910.

Persons: Apart from the Master there are present some Per-
sian Baha’is, Miss St., Miss N. (missionary) and a German
lady. One of the Baha’is speaks English and translates the
explanations given by ‘Abbas Effendi in the Arabic language
into English.

Question, Miss St.: “The Mausoleum of the Prophet Bab is
situated in the most beautiful place on the slope of Mount
Carmel. The question arises involuntarily: How was it possi-
ble for the exiled and imprisoned Prophet Baha'u’llah to get
possession, in time and from ‘Akka, of this uniquely beautiful
place for the mortal remains of His Holiness the Bab?”

Answer of the Master:

“My guests probably know the glorious story of divine patience
and of the ardent longing for death of His Holiness the Prophet
Bab. When the time decreed by God had come, His Holiness
was ready to give up the veils of His name (i.e. His self, His
life) and to unite Himself with the eternal, unchanging God-
head. This happened in Tabriz, in May 1850 (European date).
The blessed Sulayman Khan, the worthy disciple of His Holi-
ness, succeeded in obtaining from the authorities the mortal
remains of the divine Manifestation and His partner in mar-
tyrdom, the unforgettable Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali. Wrapped in
white silk -according to Baha’i custom - the sacred bodies of
the divine martyrs were placed in a befitting coffin and were
taken by faithful friends to Tihran - in nightly forced marches.
On the Hamadan road, close to the town of Ribatkarin, a Vali
(Shrine) was erected. This Imamzadih (Mausoleum) [sic] was
for eighteen years the secret goal of many Babi pilgrimages.
The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah was honoured and charged
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by the Lord God in the year 1867 to reveal Himself openly to
the believers and unbelievers as the promised Mahdi and Mes-
siah. Thus the holy duty devolved on the ‘Lord of the Age’
(Qa’imu’z-Zaman) of gaining possession of the mortal remains
of the earthly vestment of His Holiness the Bab. After the
blessed Ascension of the divine Manifestation Baha’u’llah, I
carried out, as the channel chosen for further Revelation, the
command given to me, and I bought the necessary land on the
Carmel slope above Haifa in order to be able to erect the per-
manent Mausoleum, namely the Imamzadih destined for the
Forerunner and Herald Bab.

As my guests can see, the Mausoleum contains, in addition to
the main room of the Holy Shrine, two antechambers, which
are dedicated to the memory of the first Unity, namely to His
Holiness the Bab and His eighteen followers (disciples).

If God is gracious unto me, I shall acquire more land from my
German neighbour, so that I can build a marble staircase lead-
ing up from the broad, beautiful road of the German Colony
to our Holy Shrine.” - Pause.

Question: “Master, what have the Prophet Bab Himself and
the divine Manifestation Baha’u’llah ordained about the care
of holy tombs and pilgrimages to them?”

Answer: “His Holiness the Bab has ordained in the Bayan, His
Holy Book: ‘Renounce the Holy Places of the Persian and Arab
lands (the Shiite tombs of the Persians, and Mecca and Medina
of the Arabs) and transfer the truth (significance) enshrined
therein to the unique One of the Unity of the Point (Bab =
first Unity) and to the eighteen Letters of the Living (eigh-
teen disciples of the first Unity of the Godhead, of the Living).
When you seek refuge in these holy places, you must be safe
from all pursuers (see the biblical right of sanctuary!). Glorify
and adorn such holy places as well as you are able. Come to
My House too (probably the house of His birth). This is the
House chosen by the Lord God. See to My House! Do not sell
it or what belongs to it; the more power you gain in this coun-
try, the more you should adorn it! Verily, the Holy House is
that wherein I, through the Holy Spirit, will bring forth “Man
Yuzhiruhu’llah”, it will then become also His House of birth.
Push open the door of this House, for your pilgrimage has the
deeper purpose of acquainting you with the abiding Lord of
the House. With the aid of inner knowledge, (the gift of in-
sight), learn the inner meaning, the real significance of what
has appeared from the invisible in the visible!’

And so it happened, the House of His Holiness the Bab in
Shiraz in the Street of the Glassblowers (Kuchih Shishih Garan)
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is still today, ninety years later (the Bab was born on 9 October
1820), well preserved and much visited by the people of the
Bayan (Babi).

But, under divine inspiration, the Blessed Perfection
Baha’u’llah did not have me erect the Shrine of the first Unity
of the Bab over His place of birth, but rather over His tomb,
because the Persian authorities, which have remained our
authorities even in exile, would never - in those years (1892) -
have permitted the erection of a public Shrine for the purpose
of pilgrimage and edification, or have tolerated it in the city
of roses, Shiraz. Even today the Persian authorities do not
permit public pilgrimages to the House of the birth of the first
Unity (Bab), or to the birthplace of the Blessed Perfection
Baha’ullah in Tihran - such pilgrimages can be made by the
believers only secretly, individually and under the protection
of the kitman (Arabic: taqiyya). The kitman is still, so to
speak, a necessary evil for the Babis and the Baha’is, at least
in Persia, the land of the rising sun! (Kitman = duty of
silence = denial of one’s faith!)

The Blessed Beauty Baha’u’llah has blessed Tihran, His birth-
place, in His ‘Book’ Kitab-i-Agdas and has promised that His
descendants in the second and third generation will witness
in Tihran the establishment of a Persian representative par-
liament. There are and have been adversaries of the Baha’i
Cause and Teachings, who wanted to see a contradiction be-
tween the Teachings of the First Unity, which intended to
turn the places of birth of the Prophets into holy places, and
the Teachings of the “Qa’imu’z-Zaman” (Baha'u’llah), Who
ordained that the tombs should be places of pilgrimage. This
is an error and an injustice. The Holy Book of Bayan of the
Bab is provisional, and was to be partly added to, partly re-
placed by the Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah, according to the
Prophet Bab’s own instruction, Who ordained in writing that
the “Man Yuzhiruhu’llah” should and would reveal the eight
missing chapters of the nineteen chapters of the Bayan. It is
always the enemies of the good Cause who look for seeming
contradictions between the Divine Manifestations and try to
cause a division, a schism, among the disciples.

Fach renewal of religion in an epoch of time becomes the
foundation of a new religion. The new religion and prophetic
teaching of our period of time has for its Forerunner His Ho-
liness the Bab, and for its Consummator the Blessed Perfec-
tion Baha'u’llah. As the chosen and appointed Successor of
the Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah, my lowly self has the task
of disseminating and strengthening the Religion founded by
Him, the ‘Qa’imu’z-Zaman’, namely the Baha’i Teachings. The
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gate of Revelation has not been totally closed with the Ascen-
sion of the Divine Manifestation Bahau’llah, and the divinely-
appointed Successor, my lowly self, is now to be its channel.
The light, the luminous radiance emanating from the Blessed
Perfection Baha’u’llah, has not yet become extinguished in the
night of concealment, but it will increase in clarity until the
whole globe will have possessed itself of the glad tidings of
unity, brotherliness and of world peace. - Time and hour are
known only to the Lord God!” - Pause.

New question: “Will the International or the Local House of
Justice take over the stewardship of the places of pilgrimage,
of the Mausoleum of the Bab and of the Prophet Baha’u’llah,
when your eyes, O Master, will have closed on this earth?”

Master: “The care of the tombs of the Holy Ones is considered
a holy and most beautiful duty by all the peoples and religions,
and in all ages, in the whole of the Orient, from North Africa
(pyramids) to Japan. There is, therefore, a general and un-
written law in the whole of Asia, according to which the direct
male descendant of a Prophet, of a saint or of a martyr has the
first right to the post of custodian, to the care and stewardship
of such a tomb. After my ascension into the land of transcen-
dent reality (Malakut-i-Allah), it would first of all be my eldest
grandson who would be considered as custodian and caretaker
of the Holy Tombs. It is conceivable that my half-brother and
adversary (Muhammad-‘Ali) could also raise such claims. But
this question is not to be decided by a last Will, but by the
appropriate authorities of the country, in this case the Turks
or, God alone knows this, whoever will be the successors to
the Turks one of these days! I am tranquil in this matter and
certain that no authorities of the country would disregard an
ancient, sanctified custom. Verily, as long as there will be a
direct or indirect male descendant of the Blessed Perfection
Baha’u’llah, the two Tombs, and in the future mine also, will
be in the best of hands!

But if the Lord God should let the blessed line of our descen-
dants be broken one day, the International House of Justice,
together with the local one, will appoint a suitable guardian,
caretaker, custodian and steward for the three places of pil-
grimage, and the roses of Shiraz and the lilies of Tihran will
for ever bloom and exhale their fragrance in memory of the
Forerunner, the Consummator and the Disseminator of the
Baha’i Teachings, as living Manifestations of the beauty and
glory of God. Allah-u-Abha.”

The people present are dismissed.

SDW v114#03 p.030-032, BLO__PN#048x
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To: John D Bosch, in Geyersville, CA
Date: 1910-May-04

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Although
means were not provided so that thou mayest present thyself at
the general Convention for consultation in Chicago still thou
art excused and thy apology is accepted. I beg of God, that
the means of thy composure may be brought about, that thou
mayest be released from the fetters of this world, become a
nightingale, be greed from the cage of the attachment of this
earth and soar heavenward in the atmosphere of joy. In reality
Mr. Remey and Mr. Struven have pure hearts and brilliant
souls. They are engaged in the Service of the Kingdom and
are sacrificing their lives in the Path of God.

The language of Esperanto is not yet perfected so that it may
become useful in travel. In the course of time it will be spread
in various countries and will become a universal language.

Regarding the use of liquor: According to the text of the Book
of Aqdas, both light and strong drinks are prohibited. The rea-
son for this prohibition is that alcohol leadeth the mind astray
and causeth the weakening of the body. If alcohol were bene-
ficial, it would have been brought into the world by the divine
creation and not by the effort of man. Whatever is beneficial
for man existeth in creation. Now it hath been proved and is
established medically and scientifically that liquor is harmful.

As to the meaning of that which is written in the Tablets:
“I have chosen for thee whatsoever is in the heaven and the
earth”, this signifieth those things which are in accordance
with the divine purpose and not the things which are harmful.
For instance, one of the existing things is poison. Can we say
that poison must be used as it hath been created by God?
Nevertheless, intoxicating liquor, if prescribed by a physician
for the patient and if its use is absolutely necessary, then it is
permissible.

In brief, I hope that thou mayest become inebriated with the
wine of the love of God, find eternal bliss and receive inex-
haustible joy and happiness. All wine hath depression as an
after-effect, except the wine of the Love of God.
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; Upon thee be baha el Abha

BRL_ATE#197x, COC#1789x, LOG#1171x, SW_vO01#06 p.004-005,
SW_ v08#:02 p.024

AB04261

To: Barton-Pecke, Pauline et al., in Cleveland
Date: 1910-May-0/

O brothers and sisters of Abdul-Baha! Your letter was received.
The gathering that you formed in the home of the maidservant
of God Dr. Pauline was a luminous assembly and a divine
gathering. If you remain steadfast and firm, know with cer-
tainty that you will be assisted by the confirmations of the
Most Glorious Kingdom and will be enabled to serve the King-
dom of God, for by the power of the Word of God and the
breaths of the Holy Spirit, all the mighty forces of the angels
of heaven are arrayed in the highest horizon, waiting for a soul
to charge forth in the arena of the Kingdom so that all may
render victory and assistance.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v01#06 p.003

AB04660

To: Pauline A Hannen, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-May-04

O daughter of the Kingdom! A thousand praises be upon you,
for you have arisen to serve the Kingdom of God and are walk-
ing in the divine path. Although the self has many temptations,
yet the protection and preservation of the Lord is a mighty
fortress and a great refuge.

Praise be to God, Natiq is progressing and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
prayer for him has been answered. I hope he will remain firm
and become a sign of the bounty of the All-Bountiful Lord.
However, their presence in ‘Akka is not advisable at present.
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Praise be to God, you are engaged in teaching children and
educating them, and the children are occupied with reciting
clear verses, glad tidings, prayers, Ishragat, and holy words. I
hope that each of these children will become a peerless teacher
and a cause of guidance to the people.

Praise be to God, all members have been illumined by the love
of the Abha Beauty. Convey to Mr. Gregory and Mrs. Dober
the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings, and show
them the utmost kindness on my behalf, for they are blessed
souls who have opened their home and show love and kindness
to the black race.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v09#:08 p.093

AB11819

To: Adib, Mirza Muhammad Hasan et al.
Date: 1910-May-08

My God, my God! These are souls whom Thou hast chosen
to be enkindled with the fire of Thy love, whom Thou hast
selected to be illumined by the light of Thy knowledge, whom
Thou hast singled out to spread Thy signs, for whom Thou hast
been pleased to cause the effulgence of Thy lights, upon whom
Thou hast perfected Thy favors and bounties, upon whom
Thou hast bestowed Thy blessings, to whom Thou hast im-
parted Thy words, to whom Thou hast chanted Thy verses, to
whom Thou hast wafted Thy sweet savors, and whose hearts
Thou hast guided by the spirit of Thy outpourings.

O Lord! They are scattered throughout the lands, oppressed
among the servants, targets of blame’s arrows, bearing every
hardship and pain. Yet they have not faltered in Thy re-
membrance, nor concealed Thy Cause, nor hidden their love
for Thee. They have not feared the might of tyrants, nor
heeded the glory of caesars, nor been shaken by the power
of monarchs. Rather they have stood firm in the Covenant, be-
come renowned throughout the horizons, been illumined by the
Daystar of effulgence, and been numbered among the lovers.

Sl Vlaad o) i Nge O A A
5 Sy 1y Al s Sez
e ob Cayl y SO ) il
5 bl 5 Sl (e KT 5 ST
S5LE e oA Slasns e
> Sl b )l 5 ST e )

Sl 4 e rrJG Cyda

sl g Ogellie SN 3 35 20 o) Oy
S o b s o) L i |y S
L2t b o KNS oo Vs | 5 0 ol
o bzl dlf\{‘ S o) s dL‘g—E\ e

Sl gy 8 5 G1L2Y g

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 194


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_9/Issue_8

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May)

AB11679

O Lord! Intoxicate them from the brimming cup, and give
them to drink of the choice sealed wine in the elegant chal-
ice among the people of constancy. Deprive them not for the
twinkling of an eye from Thy favors, O Lord of the Covenant!

O Lord! Assist them with the hosts of Thy angels and the
armies of the kingdom of Thy bounty, exalt through them Thy
Word, spread through them Thy mercy, diffuse through them
Thy signs, reveal through them Thy mysteries, and make them
signs of guidance among humanity and standards of piety wav-
ing upon the palaces of glory in the highest horizon. Verily
Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Succourer of every
poor servant, and verily Thou art the Kind, the Compassion-
ate, the Merciful.
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To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Mashhad
Date: 1910-May-08

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

Your detailed letter was received, as were the flowing verses.
Praise be to God, they were proof of intense attraction.
Though a detailed reply is needed, ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not
have even a brief moment to spare, so there is no choice but
extreme brevity.

You had written about the burning pain of separation. Cer-
tainly the highest aspiration of lovers is to attain the presence
of the threshold of the Lord and to circumambulate the gath-
ering place of the Concourse on High. But praise be to God,
hearts are devoted to the threshold of the Intended One, and
truly the soul and spirit find their nest and shelter near the
sacred resting place. Now you must engage in service in that
region and become the cause of guidance for others.

Convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to the sisters
of his honor Shah. Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to
the maidservants of God in Khayru’l-Qura. I beseech from
the hidden favors that those cherished maidservants of God
may become stirring and raise a resurrection in divine love
and devotion.
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Likewise convey utmost joy and delight on my behalf to the
esteemed wife of Aqa ‘Abdu’r-Rahim along with all relatives.
Convey utmost longing to his honor Shah, and extend the Most
Glorious Greetings to his esteemed wife and honored daughter.
Convey the heartfelt message of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Jinab-i-Jalal,
Jinab-i-Sulayman and Jinab-i-Husayn, and likewise convey ut-
most kindness on my behalf to their esteemed wives.

The holy leaves all extend Most Glorious Greetings to you.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABU0476

Words to Remey and Struven on 1910-May-10 in Haifa/Akka

Concerning the death of King Edward of England, Abdul-Baha
said: “The English king, with his pomp and grandeur, used to
address the sun and say: ‘Thou dost never disappear from my
lands’ [...]; but now he is buried under the earth. Some time
ago the flags at the top of the masts proclaimed the day of his
ascension to the throne; but today the flags are at half-mast,
for he is dead. The flags and banners of the Beloved are ever
waving at the top of the masts; they are never inverted; nay,
rather, they go on higher day by day; in fact, theirs is the
sovereignty. Without fighting forces they conquer the cities;
and without taking any tribute they bestow and give freely.
The kings gain their victory through bloodshed and the taking
of life; whereas the Beloved of God confer life and are victorious.
The sovereignty of the friends is an eternal one.”

Concerning the trials and hardships, ordeals and oppressions
which befell the beloved of God in Persia, Abdul-Baha said:
“In America the people shall also thus serve you a little; they
shall not permit you to escape and you cannot get rid of them.”

We spoke about the inhabitants of Honolulu; that many nation-
alities are there represented and yet all are in great harmony.
Abdul-Baha said: “Time and place play a great influence over
the conditions; when in a certain place some strangers meet,
necessity requires that they should be in harmony; but our
purpose is this, that the divine unity and concord may become
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well established among all the nations, so that they may be-
come as one spirit in different bodies; the drops of one ocean;
the fruits of one tree and the rays of the same sun. In America,
when the different people united together they were enabled to
drive away the English government and establish a new govern-
ment for themselves. Consider how great is the result of unity
and harmony! There has never been any action performed nor
any philanthropic deed achieved except through unity and con-
cord; disagreement and dissension have always been the means
of evil and corruption.”

“Animals are of two kinds, one the grazing and domestic; the
other the wild and ferocious. If the wild beasts are near each
other for ten years, still, as soon as they find an opportunity
they attack and tear one another to pieces; whereas the tame

creatures show their kind feelings toward each other. [...] The
beloved of God are like the blessed birds; they are kind and
merciful.”

Abdul-Baha said a contribution had been sent from Persia for
the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Chicago and we should take the sum
with us to the United States. Mr. Struven said that since
contributions had come from the East to the West, we had felt
ashamed of ourselves. Abdul-Baha replied: “You should never
be ashamed; nay, rather, you must be very happy in realizing
the power of the Word of God, which has enabled the beloved
to send contributions from small villages of Persia.”

“Some time ago, a few souls in America expressed their wish for
a journey to Persia, but I told them to defer this undertaking
for a while. Now the time has come; they can go in these days,
as there is no danger now.”

“As you both have been together during this long tour, I hope
that you shall be together also on your journey to Persia in the
future.”

Concerning the many Assemblies in America, Abdul-Baha said:
“These centers must have a complete connection and a firm
union with each other, just as all the various Assemblies in
Persia. Rest assured, all this shall come to pass.”

“Now is the commencement of the daybreak and the radiant
morn is approaching. Consider the trees yonder; as soon as
they peep out of the earth they receive the bounty of the sun,
the shower of mercy and the gift of breeze. Although the same
bounties are being bestowed upon them when they bring forth
leaves, blossoms and fruit, still, there is a great difference be-
tween this state and that of the former one.”
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Abdul-Baha asked Mr. Remey if he remembered the few Per-
sian words he had learned, and then he said: “The beloved
of God are endowed with a particular language through which
they express their feelings and converse with one another. The
sun speaks to the existing beings, the cloud communicates with
the earth and the gentle breeze whispers to the trees.”

“The assistance and confirmations of God which shall attend
you in the future will be so great and magnificent that when
compared with those already experienced will make them seem
very little.”

Abdul-Baha said: “The two words, Fast and West, are imagi-
nary words; there is no East and there is no West.”

SW__v01#08 p.003-005

AB01447

To: Muhammad Hashim (Naraq) et al.
Date: 1910-May-13

My Lord and my Hope! Thou art sanctified beyond my praise,
and exalted above my tributes, my attributes and my utter-
ance. Praise be unto Thee for having loosened my tongue in
my supplications, that I might commune in the depths of night
and call upon Thee with my heart and soul. I thank Thee for
having made hopes attainable and for having inspired Thy ser-
vants with truths and meanings, and guided them to the divine
Center, and caused them to be drawn to Thy luminous Beauty.

O Lord! These are among the purest of the pure who have rent
asunder the veils and attained to the mysteries, and longed
to witness the lights, and were not deterred in their love for
Thee by the reproach of the wicked. Thus did they join the
righteous and enter the garden of mysteries where they plucked
the flowers and tasted the fruits, and heard the melodies of the
birds and the vibration of the strings through the mystical flute
that delights the ears, refreshes the spirits and brings life to
the hearts of the virtuous.

O Lord! Make them brilliant lights and towering trees and
gushing springs and blossoming branches and warbling birds
in the gardens of Thy love, and swimming fish in the pools
of Thy mercy, and roaring lions in the thickets of Thy bounty.
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Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and Thou
art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

O spiritual friends! Give thanks and mix honey with milk, scat-
ter musk and ambergris, and arouse joy and delight, for praise
be to God, the lightning flash of guidance has spread abroad
and the true dawn of divine favors has become manifest. In
this continuous resurrection, the escort of divine graces has ar-
rived and the greatest guidance has been achieved. The eye
has become seeing, the ear hearing, the heart and soul have
become attuned to those engaged in intimate prayer and sup-
plication. The Beloved of hopes has cast aside the veil, and the
Beauty of the Supreme Concourse has become manifest. The
hidden secret has been uncovered and the guarded mystery
made known. With each moment comes a new bounty, and
with each precious breath, a Messianic breath bestows new life
and grants boundless favor. And upon you be the Most Glori-
ous Glory.
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ABU1197

Words to Remey and Struven on 1910-May-13 in Haifa/Akka

Among the human race, the bonds of and means for love are
numerous, for man cannot live without it; nay, rather, human
life is dependent upon friendship and affection. Both the ma-
terial and intrinsic development of man are conditional upon
amity and love, and the greatest honor and pleasure in the
human world is love; but the ways and means are different.
Sometimes the cause of love is simply relationship and kinship
and sometimes it is a racial bond, patriotism, political affairs,
etc. But, through all these various bonds and means it is im-
possible to obtain a real and pure love; it is rather superficial
and temporary. Such love may easily be changed into enmity
and rancor, for it is affected by the slightest manifestation of
hostility; whereas a true and ideal love is faith and assurance.
Those who believe in God and are confident in His Word shall
enter the Kingdom, and the essential oneness appears among
them to such an extent that all become the drops of one ocean,
the rays of one sun, the fishes of one sea, the trees of one gar-
den, the birds of one orchard, the candles of one assembly and
the stars of the same heaven. Such love is real; there is no
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interruption for this connection, nor any separation for this
union; this foundation shall never be destroyed, for it is eter-
nal; hence it is established that the love which exists among
the beloved of God is everlasting, for it is a Divine bounty, a
Godly appearance, a melody of the Kingdom and a heavenly
cohesion.

In the Koran it is said: ‘They love Him and He loves them’i.
e., the bounty of love is one of the Divine bounties which comes
to man from God; just as the sun when it sends its rays to the
mirrors and thereby the mirrors are illumined; this effulgence
and splendor are from the bounty of the sun. Therefore, this
love which is among the beloved is a Divine bounty, a Godly
splendor, an eternal manifestation and the power of Divinity;
it is perpetual.

Praise be to God! Ye are gathered here under the shadow of
the Blessed Beauty and your hearts are overflowing with His
love, your souls are rejoicing in His favors and Abdul-Baha is
serving you. What more do you need?

SW_ v01#08 p.005-006, SW_ v08#10 p.127

AB02038

To: Tashjiyan, Doctor et al.
Date: 1910-May-13

O ye sons of the Kingdom! His Holiness the descendant of the
Most Truthful Name of God, as well as other friends who pass
through those borders and seek presence in the Holy Land,
offer utmost praise due to the intense love, powerful attrac-
tion, complete devotion and firmness in the Covenant of those
friends. These blessed souls are truly alive with the breath of
Christ, enchanted by that beauteous countenance, and wan-
dering in the wilderness of love for the Glorious Lord.

Certain souls from the lineage of the Prophets, from among
the Pharisees secluded in the Holy of Holies, who day and
night awaited the appearance of the sweet Christ - when the
Promised One of the Torah dawned forth, these heedless Phar-
isees called Christ the Anti-Christ, deemed that beauteous
countenance ugly, named Him Beelzebub, and spread this
among the people. And to this day they await the future
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coming of the Promised One of the Torah, expecting the
true Christ to come from some unknown place with an army
greater than Gog and Magog.

Likewise in this age of the dawning of the Light of horizons, the
Christian priests have closed their eyes and remained deprived
of witnessing the lights of the incomparable Beauty. Like the
Pharisees, they seek pretexts and raise objections, desiring to
increase people’s veils.

Those friends must be thankful that, praise be to God, they
have discovered the mystery of truth, heard the call of the
Kingdom of God, made straight the path, recognized the Lord
of Hosts, and entered the Kingdom of God. It is hoped they
will attain eternal life through steadfastness and firmness, and
shine forth with the lights of sanctification and holiness in the
endless world.

You had requested permission for a visit - in these days wisdom
does not allow it; it must be postponed to other days. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07986

To: Huviyyih Asdaq
Date: 1910-May-13

O forgiving Lord! Rif’at was clever, this young child was
the lamp of the gathering and the sweet-singing bird of that
dwelling. She would recite the verses and chant the words
with the most wondrous melodies. She was like an articulate
nightingale, in harmony with the Concourse on High.

Now she has taken flight from this transient furnace to the
eternal rose garden, that she may engage in song and melody
in the Kingdom of Mystery.

O Lord! Bestow boundless favors and grant freely Thy forgive-
ness. Thou art the Forgiver, the Kind One.
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AB04568

To: Wife of Andalib
Date: 1910-May-14

O thou handmaiden of God, the near one, the luminous leaf!
His honor ‘Andalib composes and sends odes for the divine
festivals. Among these is the Naw-Ruz ode which he sent this
blessed year. Indeed it was passionate, longing and eloquent. It
was chanted and sung with the most wonderful melodies in the
gathering of the friends. Hearts became joyful and souls were
delighted by its truths and meanings. The hope is that this
nightingale of the divine garden will ever remain confirmed and
assisted in offering praises and tributes to the Greatest Name
and glorification and worship of the Ancient Beauty through
spiritual songs, heavenly melodies, and the music and singing
of the eternal world. Praise of the Lord of creation must be
confined to tributes and glorification of the Ancient Beauty
and the Greatest Name, and nothing else should be specifically
praised even within its shadow. The divine wine must be drunk
pure, and may you too receive a portion from this boundless
ocean and take a share from this limitless sea. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07909

To: Mihtar Jamshid Rustam Mihraban et al.
Date: 1910-May-14

O servants of the All-Knowing God! Your letter was received
through Aqa Jamshid. I hope that the desires of those yearn-
ing souls may be fulfilled through the bounty of the Blessed
Beauty.

The Parsee friends are most dear, for they are the trees of the
paradise of His Holiness Zoroaster and the cherished remem-
brance of the illustrious ancestors and holy ones of Iran.
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Night and day this servant at the Threshold of Baha’u’llah
raises his hands in supplication to the Court of the Self-
Sufficient and lifts up his voice in worship to the realm of
mystery, beseeching the Lord of Creation to bestow His gifts
and bounties upon those dear ones. May your souls be happy
and your hearts be enlightened.

o N YT U
Kaal 5 4laS 3y o6 3l cs o
b Ol OF 5 48k 51, Oleg 2y,
Sele alb g T s gty tas
sb BT Obs 5 5k S

YARP2.559 p.397

ABO08656

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1910-May-14

As to the education of children, exert every effort to further
this; it is of the utmost importance. So too, the education of
girls in all the rules of righteous conduct, that they may grow
up with a good character and high standards of behaviour. For
mothers are the first educators of the child, and every child at
the beginning of life is like a fresh and tender branch in his
parents’ hands. His father and mother can train him in any
way they choose.

COC#0630x

ABU1063

Words to Remey and Struven on 1910-May-15 in Haifa/Akka

There are different gatherings and various meetings held in
the world which apparently are in the utmost degree of ar-
rangement and order; in the palaces of the kings many feasts
and banquets are held which are incomparable and peerless;
also, in the castles of the opulent ones great entertainments are
presented and various kinds of foods and victuals are served;
the singing of melodious tunes and playing of musical instru-
ments exhilarate and deeply affect the concourse. Associations
for political affairs are formed and convivial banquets for plea-
sure and gratification are offered; assemblages for exhibition of
arts and sciences, literature and acquirements are established;
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meetings for the promotion of industry and commercial mat-
ters are being held; extraordinary conventions and religious
congresses are arranged. But all these assemblages and differ-
ent gatherings are not to be compared with and equal to this,
our meeting. Although from those gatherings and conferences
certain results and effects are produced which render great ser-
vice to the human world and make mankind progress and de-
velop on the plane of civilization, promulgate the attributes
and virtues of the world of humanity; yet the results are lim-
ited, the fruits thereof are finite and the signs are bounded;
whereas the traces, the lights and the results of this gather-
ing are unlimited, boundless and infinite, for it is held on the
Supreme Spot (the Tomb of the Bab) and under the shadow
of the Blessed Beauty.

This feast is one eternal! It has connection with and relation to
the soul and body; it shall be continued everlastingly. At least
an hundred thousand feasts shall follow this one. All the other
gatherings shall be forgotten, whereas the commemoration and
celebration of this meeting shall remain and be duly observed
forever throughout endless ages; it is under the merciful glances
of the Blessed Beauty.

Once His Holiness Christ gathered the disciples together, and
having offered to them the Lord’s Supper, He advised them,
admonished them and uttered certain teachings to them, and
then He said this was ‘The Lord’s Supper.” Now, as this meet-
ing is held under the shadow of the Blessed Beauty, it should
be called ‘The Lord’s Sustenance,” and as the consequences of
‘The Lord’s Supper’ continued until the present time, so we
hope that the results and effects of this ‘Lord’s Sustenance’
may also become permanent and perpetual. In fact, there is
no meeting better than this, for it is held in the vicinity of the
Supreme Spot and the faces are so brilliant and radiant! What
is there superior to this?

SW_ v01#08 p.006-007
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AB03342

To: Abdur-Rahim Hafizus-Sihhih, in Hamadan
Date: 1910-May-15

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Your letter was received.
You had asked about covering and veiling. Now, covering and
veiling in every country must be according to what is suitable
for that country’s conditions, so that it does not cause commo-
tion and upheaval. There is no doubt that in Iran, according
to the requirements of the time, the face must be hidden, but
in America a light veil suffices. If someone were to observe
Iranian-style covering and veiling there, children would chase
them in the streets and markets, and might even stone them.
Therefore, now in each place one must act according to the
requirements of the time so that no alarm and distress arises
and no mischief and corruption occurs, until such time as the
Cause of God is proclaimed. Then all will become uniform and
the Law will appear in utmost perfection, and the extremes of
East and West will disappear.

O Lord! Make Your servant Elijah distinguished and successful
in the eternal world. Grant pardon and forgiveness. Bestow
Your ancient forgiveness, for the noble son is the intercessor for
that sinful father. This son made up for that father - though
that one was unaware, this one became a fruitful tree and is
worthy of endless favors and kindnesses. You are the Giver,
the Bestower, the Forgiver, the Kind.
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AB00914

To: Baha’is of Qum et al.
Date: 1910-May-17

O beloved friends of Abdul-Baha! Night and day I supplicate
and implore at the threshold of the Self-Sufficient Lord, and I
beseech and entreat fervently, seeking His favors for you from
the Ancient Living One. I bow my head at the threshold of
the Friend and seek help and protection in this continuous
resurrection.
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2 During the revolution in Iran, praise be to God, you were well-
wishers of all and strove for universal peace and reconciliation.
You had no attachment to any party nor any resentment to-
ward any group. You sought Iran’s progress and desired the
elevation of the Iranian people, and you are engaged in serv-
ing them. You sacrifice yourselves in well-wishing and strive
mightily to create love and unity between the parties.

But some fellow countrymen may not understand - if they
taunt or act unjustly, you must do the opposite. That is, in
response to cursing and condemnation, offer praise and com-
mendation. In place of deadly poison, give honey and milk.
Love Iran and Iranians with heart and soul - indeed, be kind
and well-wishing to all the peoples of the world. As much as
you can, work to reconcile the different parties. And if fighting
and conflict arise, and discord and opposition appear, and rec-
onciliation becomes impossible, then withdraw and pray that
the merciful Lord may transform that division into unity, that
dispersion into cohesion, heal the breach, balm the wound, and
change estrangement into fellowship.

O Lord! Help these oppressed ones to succeed in serving the
world of humanity, so that the hand of oppression and aggres-
sion may be shortened, and the light of humanity’s eternal
glory may shine forth. May justice and fairness be established
and the foundation of tyranny and inequity be destroyed. May
endless affection appear and the unity of humankind be made
manifest. May religious, national, racial and political preju-
dices be eliminated, and may oneness and freedom abolish the
foundation of estrangement. May the earth become as heaven
above, and may East and West become manifest signs of the
evident Light. Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Able,
and Thou art the Bestower, the Radiant, the Merciful.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1910-May-17

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received and
its contents noted. Due to the multitude of occupations and
concerns, there is no opportunity for detail - brevity is better
and indicates lack of formality. Regarding the letters written
in celebration of the festival, the intended meaning is Hafiz’s
verse:

“Do you know what the harp and lute are saying?

Drink wine in secret, for they issue decrees of heresy!”

The hearts must needs be filled with the utmost joy and glad-
ness; yet outwardly regard for wisdom must be observed, and
the same extreme caution as heretofore must be exercised. For
the people are ignorant, indolent, unknowing, and heedless,
and may imagine, God forbid, that the friends have grown re-
miss or deficient in their love for the Prince of the Righteous.
Whereas we would lay down our lives in their path, would
recite at length the visitation of the Prince of Martyrs, and,
when hearing it, would become, like the clouds of springtime,
the companions of tearful eyes.

And as to the matter of trustworthiness and rectitude, verily in
this wondrous Dispensation they are the greatest proof of faith
and certitude. Consider the Tablet of Trustworthiness, which
hath streamed forth from the Most Exalted Pen and sufficeth
as an admonition unto all. If a man were to perform every good
work, yet fail in the least scruple to be entirely trustworthy
and honest, his good works would become as dry tinder and
his failure as a soul-consuming fire. If, on the other hand, he
should fall short in all his affairs, yet act with trustworthiness
and honesty, all his defects would ultimately be righted, all
injuries remedied, and all infirmities healed. Our meaning is
that, in the sight of God, trustworthiness is the bedrock of His
Faith and the foundation of all virtues and perfections. A man
deprived of this quality is destitute of everything. What shall
faith and piety avail if trustworthiness be lacking? Of what
consequence can they be? What benefit or advantage can they
confer?

Wherefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha counselleth the friends—nay, rather,
fervently imploreth them—so vigilantly to guard the sanctity
of the Cause of God and preserve their own dignity as individ-
uals that all nations shall come to know and honour them for
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their trustworthiness and integrity. They can render no greater
service than this today. To act otherwise would be to take an
axe to the root of the Cause of God—we take refuge with God
from this heinous transgression and pray that He will protect
His loved ones from committing so flagrant a wrong. And upon
you be the glory of the Most Glorious.

Regarding the firm covenant you had written about, I seek
divine grace and confirmations. Convey to the handmaiden of
God Shawkat Baji and Muhammad Husayn the Most Glorious
Greetings from me. And upon you be the glory of the Most

b8 ;:U el o) @ﬁ.\;., .v:f ;,:L)

‘L:-\L&g)\;ﬂ\‘_}d\fhaj\ _;3\\.:»‘_,»
e T ey ) (B Vs e

flw,w,w;ps/f&w

Glorious. Lga\!\ LKJ\ ;.lc 5 Als
BSW#15.20x, BRL_ TRUST#46x, COC#2058x COMP_TRUSTP#47x,  AVK3.158.06x,
MSHR3.198

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1910-May-17

O my God! I rest my brow upon the threshold of Thy sanctity
and at the doorway of Thy oneness, and I call upon Thee with
a throbbing heart, flowing tears, and yearning breast, to aid
Thy servant who awaits the appearance of the signs of Thy
grace and bounty, who is consumed by the fire of Thy love.

Lord! Thou seest how he forsakes his bed and traverses moun-
tains, hastening through the wilderness of devotion and sup-
plication, calling the people of error to the light of guidance
throughout days and nights.

Lord! Thou seest him finding no rest or repose, enduring the
hardships of night and vicissitudes of day, rushing to different
lands to proclaim the appearance of the Kingdom of Lights
and the dawning of the Luminary of Mysteries. No blame of
the blamer, taunt of the mocker, nor blow of misfortune has
prevented him from calling to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom.

Lord! Make smooth his path, heal through him the sick,
quench through him the thirst, and give to drink of the pure
flowing waters to every thirsty one wandering in the desert of
separation, burning with the fire of yearning, longing to drink
from the brimming cup of the Covenant, until his face shines
with brilliant light among the faithful and the foundations
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of the hypocrites are shaken thereby. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful, the Giving, the Benevolent, the
Compassionate, the Helper.

O herald of the Covenant! Praise be to God that in the region
of Khumayn-Kamara, the spreading of divine fragrances has
yielded results and fruit. However, you must travel again so
that great results may be achieved, the cultivation may be
watered, and those trees may be tended. His honor Aqa Mirza
Aga Khan is a faithful servant at the Threshold of the All-
Merciful, and his guest house is the guest house of the Center
of the Covenant. With his honor, the son of Sina, God willing,
make Iraq a Mount Sinai so that the lights of guidance may
shine and the white hand may become manifest and apparent.

i As for the aforementioned person whose letter you had enclosed

- his power of attraction is evident. Our intention was that
he should spend some time there guiding souls and then turn
towards the Desired Land. But it appears that the flame of
longing has reached an unbearable degree. In this case, they
are permitted to make the Most Great Pilgrimage with your
honor under the pretext of Hajj. You should set out among
friends and strangers with the intention of visiting Mecca so
that wisdom may be observed and the reality of the situation
remain concealed from all directions. During the journey at all
stops and upon arrival at the luminous spot, change their name
so they may be known by another name and this matter remain
concealed. Wisdom requires this and we are all commanded to
it. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Date: 1910-May-17

O forgiving Lord! These birds that sang Thy praise left their
mortal remains buried in desolate tombs, and ascended with
the wings of their spirits unto the Frequented Fane. They
freed themselves from the pitfalls of this world of dust, so that
they might partake of immortal life in the realms above, might
seek shelter beneath the shadow of the tree of hope and abide
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in a nest upon the twigs of eternity in the Abha Paradise,
the Kingdom on high, singing hymns of glory and praise in
wondrous accents and sweet melodies.

O Thou kind Lord! These souls are the birds of Thy mead-
ows, the nightingales of Thy rose-garden. Let them dwell
within the orchard of Thy forgiveness and grant them access to
the concourse wherein Thine eternal glory shineth resplendent,
wherein Thy divine beauty is unveiled and perpetual commu-
nion with Thee is assured. Enable them to live eternally and
to endure forevermore. Thou art the Forgiving, the Bountiful,
the All-Loving.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1910-May-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
Do not be sorrowful, do not be grieved. In the mentioned
events there is hidden wisdom which will become manifest and
apparent hereafter. This dismissal will, God willing, lead to
appointment.

As for those few souls who have fallen ill with typhoid fever
in the house of the maidservant of God, the enkindled one
- comprehensive favors and complete divine bestowals encom-
pass them. The occurrence of these events should not cause
sorrow, rather one should respond with thankfulness.

You wrote from Iran that it is in disorder. Time and again,
in explicit terms in all letters for several years past, it was an-
nounced that government and people must mix together like
milk and honey, otherwise loss and detriment are certain and
established, and ultimately this discord will lead to the inter-
vention of neighboring powers. Afterwards both sides will be-
come distraught and regretful, but it will be fruitless.

Now they must cling to the hem of divine grandeur and take
refuge in the shelter of security. There is no solution or refuge
except taking shelter in God, so that these endless difficulties
may find an end and this disruption may terminate. This is
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especially so given such occurrences where a truthful, zealous
person is dismissed and subdued without cause. Despite this,
there is hope for success and prosperity, especially given the
interference of the people of Yahya.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Howard Macnutt, in New York
Date: 1910-May-17

O herald of Truth! Mr. Remey has gone to India and has
created a great stir. In truth, India has become very receptive
these days. Mr. Remey’s letter is enclosed - observe how recep-
tive India has become. If several teachers from America travel
to those regions, it is certain that the lights of the Kingdom
will illuminate that clime and souls from India itself will arise
who will become the hosts of the Kingdom and will, through
the power of the Word of God and the outpouring of the cloud
of the love of God, transform India into a rose garden. En-
courage and urge souls to travel to India in this spring, so that
they may find the doors of the Kingdom opened and witness
the successive confirmations of Baha'u’llah, and raise such a
banner as will wave forever in the winds of confirmation and
success. Consider this matter as most important - more impor-
tant than all other matters. We have also written to Iran to
send a teacher to those regions, but if several people go from
America it would be better and more pleasing, and magnificent
results will appear and become manifest.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_vO01#11 p.009
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To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1910-May-17

O Herald of the Covenant! Your letter was received. Sup-
plications and entreaties were made at the Threshold of One-
ness, and assistance and bounties were sought, so that that
confirmed soul may become the source of infinite and bound-
less favors and be successful in teaching the Blessed Cause.
Be confident that the breathings of the Holy Spirit have been
wafted, and the hosts of the Supreme Concourse have hastened
to victory, and the armies of the Abha Kingdom are descending
successively, wave upon wave, and powerful assistance and pro-
tection have been obtained. O Lord! Verily, Thy servant Taraz
has turned his face purely to Thy generous Face, and conveyed
Thy mighty Message, and guided the people to the Straight
Path, and enabled him through Thy manifest bounty to serve
at Thy Threshold, and made him a sign of Thy love amongst
the worlds. O Lord! Make him my partner and associate in
servitude to Thee among the sincere ones. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, verily, Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate.

Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Musa of Kalih-Darrih is granted permission
to come.
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To: Muhammad Rida Bavanati
Date: 1910-May-17

My Lord, my Hope, the Ultimate Goal of my desire and aspi-
ration!

Affliction hath touched Thy servant who is submissive before
the Heaven of Glory, who is attracted to the Kingdom of
Beauty, who is enkindled with the fire of Thy love, whose breast
is dilated through the verses of Thy knowledge. O Lord! Re-
move the distress, bestow abundance of bounty, perfect Thy
mercy, complete Thy gift, and deliver him from tribulation. O
Lord! None can remove it save Thee, none can protect Thy
servant save Thee, none can aid him save Thee, and none can
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befriend him save Thee. O Refuge of those who are distressed!

}J‘J"‘iy\ O Sa <3J"J{ 4,5 o)

O Shelter of those who supplicate! Ordain for him every good J;U\ Golsb o dais! )\;y\ - o o]

thing in the Kingdom of Mysteries, gather him with the righ-
teous ones, and protect him from the calamities of night and
the predators of day. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty,
the Compelling. And upon Thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1910-May-17

O illumined candle! You have kindled a countenance of
supreme beauty and grace. You are radiant, pleasing, beauti-
ful and majestic, for the light of the love of God shines from
your brow like a manifest light.

This is true beauty and grace, “In their faces shalt thou see
the brightness of bliss.” As long as the dust of servitude at the
Sacred Threshold adorns face and hair, the radiance of beauty
emanates brilliantly from human features.

Praise be to God, you have attained this, as have all that
family. Therefore, glad tidings to you and to all the family
of his holiness Samandar, the kindled fire. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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Words to Remey and Struven on 1910-May-18 in Haifa/Akka

In fact, you have shown forth a wonderful devotion; you left
the West and came to the furthermost part of Asia. On your
journey you had to pass through hard experiences and difficul-
ties; yet the confirmations of God enabled you to spread the
Cause and to raise the summons of the Kingdom in all regions.
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The Sun of Truth shall send forth its rays, the breeze of favor
shall pass over and the rain of mercy shall be sent down upon
the seeds which you have scattered and there shall be gathered
and collected many harvests. The results shall indeed be mag-
nificent and glorious; some of them you shall soon witness with
your own eyes.

Now, when you go back to America you must circulate in detail
all the incidents and news about your vast trip and inform
them fully of the works achieved successfully throughout the
different countries.

Now you have to rest and repose for some time and let your
strength and breath be renewed. When a bird has been soaring
in the air for a long time, it has to come down and rest for a
while; after a long walk one must be seated and take some rest.

I pray and supplicate at the Divine Threshold to confirm and
aid you in all conditions, and that the seeds scattered may
grow rapidly and form a charming plantation.

SW_ v01#08 p.008
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To: Marie A Watson
Date: 1910-May-18

O thou nightingale in the Rose-garden of Significances!

The poetry that thou hast composed on the occasion of the
Feast of the Ridvan is wonderful, eloquent, fluent and sweet.
With a melodious voice it should be sung during the Days of
the Ridvan and the believers and maidservants of the Merciful
must listen.

The poetries which are composed in these days will be men-
tioned by the poets and thinkers throughout the ages and after
a thousand years they will be chanted and sung in the great
meetings, vast congregations and wonderful Temples through-
out the world.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha.

BSTW#297
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-May-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Regarding the dispute over inheritance between the Afnan, it
was written several times that this matter should be quickly
resolved and concluded, but it has not been finalized. Finally
it was written to both parties that until this matter is set-
tled, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondence with both sides will cease.
Later it was mentioned that Aga Mirza Siyyid Husayn was
insisting that the house belonged exclusively to him. It was
immediately written that it should be divided among the heirs,
for if whatever has been carried out until now were to be re-
versed, it would cause discord among the friends. Since it is
in the past and the Cause of God had not been proclaimed,
therefore the past should be overlooked.

Aqa Mirza Siyyid Husayn Afnan has written that he is content
with the division and will not deviate from the command in
any way - the house exists and he is ready for its division. De-
spite this, you have written that this matter has still not been
resolved. Thus it is clear that it will never be resolved until
the Day of Resurrection. Therefore, ‘Abdu’l-Baha will neither
write another word about this matter, nor intervene, nor cor-
respond with either party. This is better, for this issue has
caused the divinely kindled fire to be completely extinguished
in Shiraz. In Qazvin exactly the same issue occurred, but as
soon as two words were written and sent, the matter was en-
tirely resolved. The letter that came from Qazvin is being sent
along with this letter. Take note of it.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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To: Rose Struven, in Baltimore
Date: 1910-May-19

O cherished handmaiden of God! Give thanks to God that
He has bestowed upon you such a son - wise, zealous, accom-
plished and patient. He heard the call of the Kingdom and
joined the army of the Lord of Hosts. He kindled the light of
guidance upon his brow and opened his tongue to spread the
divine teachings. He left the comfort of his homeland and has-
tened to distant lands in the East. He gave the glad-tidings of
the appearance of the Kingdom and became the cause of guid-
ance for souls. Thus did he place upon his head a crown of
eternal glory whose brilliant jewels will shine throughout ages
and centuries, and he attained eternal life. You who are his
mother - how wonderful, how wonderful that you have such a
son!

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11832

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1910-May-20

O handmaid of Baha! May God aid and assist thee. Thy com-
prehensive letter hath been received and its contents related
the truth. Copies of some of the correspondence written in
the course of the Persian Revolution are enclosed to this letter;
refer them to Mr. Brown. The names of the addressees are
recorded at the back of each letter, so that Mr. Brown may,
if he so desireth, inquire the dates and contents of the letters
from their respective owners.

The intent is that, with respect to the Persian Revolution, the
Baha’is did not side with anyone and refused to participate
in warfare and hostilities. They exerted the utmost endeavor
to foster true unity and harmony amongst the people and the
government. The Baha’i’s cherish the hope and desire that the
foundations of war be demolished; that bloodshed and conflict
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be effaced from the world; that all the nations, the peoples,
the kindreds, the governments and the religions be united and
harmonized, and that Universal Peace be established amongst
them. Is it possible that one would, in spite of such motives
and intentions, involve oneself with the internal conflicts of
Persia?

3 But since in accordance with the explicit text of the Holy Book,
a government that conforms to Divine Law is a constitutional
government and a government that wields absolute power is
contrary to the Divine good-pleasure, the Baha’is were contin-
ually engaged in promoting, among the Persian citizens, the
ideals of a constitutional government, while calling to their
attention the benefits of a constitutional government and the
detriments of a government with absolute power.

Abdu’l-Baha, however, set forth in all His letters that ye
must be obedient to the government, that ye must be the
well-wishers of the people, and must strive to establish unity
amongst the two. Unless the government and the people be
comingled like sugar and milk, the welfare and prosperity of
Persia and its people will in no wise be possible. If ye peruse
these letters, the matter will become clear and evident.

Show the utmost love and kindness to Mr. Edward Brown and
make the utmost endeavor that he may record this matter in
its entire truth.
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To: Ghulam-Rida (Sarvistan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-May-21

O servant of God! Your letter was received. A reply was
written to Mulla Jahan-Zir which will certainly reach him. But
is it proper to test ‘Abdu’l-Baha? No, by God! The sought
after one should test the seeker, not the intended one test the
intender. ‘Abdu’l-Baha should test others so that purity may
adorn their hearts. You wrote that they have some knowledge
of the Qur’an - then how is it the clear text of the Qur’an was
not considered? The Beauty of Muhammad, by the explicit
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text of the Qur’an, states: “If I had knowledge of the unseen,
I would have secured abundance of good, nor do I know what
shall befall me and you tomorrow.” With such a decisive text,
how can testing come into play?

His Holiness the Amir [Ali], peace be upon him, was standing
in an elevated place when a denier said, “O Ali, are you con-
fident in God’s protection?” He replied “Yes.” Then he said
“Throw yourself down from this high place and trust in God’s
protection.” In reply he said “It is not for me to test God,
rather it befits God to test His servant.” In any case, despite
this, something has been written. If the eye of insight opens,
it will be understood and contentment will be achieved.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Jahan Zir, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-May-21

O beloved one! T have read your written letter and have be-
come aware of your hidden secret, and I have supplicated to the
Forgiving Lord that He make you assured in soul in this Rev-
elation through witnessing the greatest signs in this witnessed
Day.

Do you seek the promised Cause while turning away from the
Witness and the Witnessed? How far it is for a fish to reach
the stars in heaven - how then can dust attain to the Pleiades
except through the grace of your Lord, the All-Thankful?

The star is rising, and the Cause is distinguishing, and the
planet is shining, and the palm tree is tall, and the dawn is
radiant. Leave aside vain imaginings and hold fast to the hem
of your All-Knowing Lord. In the countenance of the full moon
there is that which makes you independent of Saturn.

Do you desire to test? Is it permissible for the seeker to test the
Sought, or for the pursuer to wish to try the Pursued? By the
life of God, it is not permissible! If you have read the Qur’an,
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remember the verse: “Had I known the unseen, I would have
had abundance of good, and I know not what shall befall me
and you tomorrow.” Despite this, how do you desire to test?
Is it permissible that I should be dishonored?

5 Nevertheless, ponder deeply the words and turn to the sign un-

til your soul becomes assured through those expressions. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-May-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! This morning a letter
was written to you. Now your new letter has arrived. You
wrote about the incident in Abadih and the killing of two for-
eign horsemen.

In brief, if the present government acts with justice and fairness
and does what is proper and fitting, they will be successful and
confirmed. But if they give ear to oppressors and, through the
instigation of heedless souls, fall short in what is proper and
fitting - just as the chief of police in Tehran was dismissed
on the charge of being a Baha’i due to the corruption of the
Yahyais, despite his perfect steadfastness, purity and nobility
- surely great difficulties will arise.

Since this is how matters stand, grave events will certainly oc-
cur. Iran will find no peace and Iranians will attain no success
or prosperity. Rather, difficulties will increase day by day. At
times sedition will arise in the north and strangers will seek
familiarity; at times in the south winds of discord will blow.

However, we make supplications and entreaties at the Thresh-
old of the One God, and we beseech for the government assis-
tance, protection, aid, bounty, safeguarding and deliverance.
Verily, I make earnest supplication in prayer, and God doeth
whatsoever He willeth.
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To: Aga Abdu’l-Muhammad Qalati
Date: 1910-May-22

O servant of God! The reality of the Divinity is an impen-
etrable mystery: the pure Essence that cannot be described,
disconnected from all conception, cannot be comprehended by
human imagination nor contained within the scope of mind
and thought. Therefore, the Manifestations of God are the
focal points of attention.

In the dispensation of the Prophet (peace be upon Him), the
Beauty of Muhammad and the Reality of Ahmad were the fo-
cus of attention, until the Day of the Manifestation of the Bab.
And on the day of the dawning of the Greatest Glad-Tidings,
the Point of attention was the Bab (may my spirit be a sacrifice
for Him). And today the center of attention and the object of
supplication and imploring is the Abha Beauty (may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones) until the Manifestation who
will come after the thousand years.

This is the truth, and after truth there is nothing but manifest
error. Due to lack of time, this is written briefly. You will
certainly excuse me.
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To: Abdu’llah Samandari
Date: 1910-May-22

O servant of God! Thy letter was received. The troubles in thy
affairs are solely that thou mayest share in the tribulations and
trials of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for in times of comfort and ease every
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soul would participate, keep company, show friendship, man-
ifest agreement and demonstrate steadfastness. I hope that
through the bounty of the Lord thou wilt become honored and
distinguished in both worlds. God willing, the means for this
will be provided.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ibn Sina, Jalal et al.,
Date: 1910-May-22

in Tihran

O ye two firm ones in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
Praise be to the Lord of Divine Purpose that, like the morning
breezes and the fragrance of flowers, ye traversed every region
and district of that land. Souls were perfumed, hearts were
illumined, and spirits were gladdened....

In Fathabad, victories appeared and traveling meetings were
established. The friends were filled with ecstasy and those
unaware of the traceless Beloved found traces....
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin) et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-May-23

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was received. You had
praised the friends in Iraq and Hamadan - this was understood.
In truth, the friends in Iraq are enthralled by the Beloved of all
horizons and are madly in love with the face and locks of the
Lord of the Covenant, especially his honor Aqa Mirza Aqay-i-
Qa’im-Magam. That kind friend has no thought or mention
day and night except servitude at the Sacred Threshold, and
shares intimate prayers and supplications with ‘Abdu’l-Baha
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in service to the Holy Threshold. And my hope is that he will
become an exalted banner on the path of the manifest light and
a brilliant verse of the highest heaven in the glorious Book.

Likewise the beloved friends in Hamadan, praise be to God, are
all wise and steadfast wanderers in the wilderness of the love
of God, firm and unmoved like a lofty mountain and towering
peak. The fame of their steadfastness and firmness has spread
throughout all horizons and their sincerity of purpose is clear
and evident. I beseech the Ancient Lord that this mighty host
may conquer the cities of hearts and establish the teachings of
truth among the people.

O Amin, if you see that it would be spiritually and materially
beneficial for a blessed soul to attain the honor of reaching the
threshold of the Desired One with utmost joy, you are autho-
rized to give permission. That is, if you observe the necessity,
you have sought and continue to seek forgiveness for souls who
have ascended to God. I have entreated with humility and sup-
plication at the threshold of the Most Great Name that this
prayer and hope may be answered and accepted.

His honor Mulla Bahram attained the threshold of the All-
Merciful in the utmost spirit and fragrance, inhaled the pure
musk from the sacred dust, and returned to the friends in com-
plete joy and rapture.

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It was intended to write a special
letter for each of the friends in Iraq and Hamadan, but I do
not have time. Since you mention a group of the loved ones
of God in each letter, make multiple copies of this letter and
send them to the friends in Iraq and Hamadan.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO03117

To: Binish Haqju
Date: 1910-May-23

O thou who art near to the Threshold of the Almighty! Thy
letter was received and its perusal brought the utmost joy, for
it was evidence of thy firmness in the Cause of the All-Merciful
and Compassionate.

Praise be to God that thou art speaking forth and drawing
sustenance from the true dawn, guiding souls to the fountain of
God’s love and directing them to the sweet living waters. Thou
art the cause of the guidance of the people and the eternal glory
of souls.

‘Abdu’l-Baha boweth his head at the Threshold of servitude
to the Abha Beauty, and imploreth and beseecheth, seeking
assistance and bounty for thee. And it is certain thou shalt be
confirmed, but the condition is that thou shouldst not allow
any word regarding ‘Abdu’l-Baha except pure servitude.

The reply to respected Fath has been written and is enclosed
with this letter - please deliver it. The Book of Mathnavi was
received and in time it will be published.

Night and day I supplicate and beseech at the Threshold of
the All-Knowing God, and I beg assistance and bounty for
Nasru’l-Malakut that he may remain protected and preserved
under divine protection and attain eternal glory.

; The letter that was written to America was noted - its contents

were novel and eloquent, with meanings of utmost sweetness
and appeal to both near and far. I pray God that it may
influence hearts and become the cause of joy and gladness for
the friends of God.
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AB03320

To: Baha’is of Stuttgart, Germany
Date: 1910-May-24

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Your letter written on
Naw-Ruz Day in the gathering of friends was received. The
contents of the letter were spiritual inspirations and conscien-
tious feelings. Its reading brought the utmost joy and delight,
for praise be to God, in Germany the servants and handmaid-
ens of the Merciful arranged a gathering of fellowship and love
on Naw-Ruz Day, and made their spirits fragrant with the life-
giving breeze of the Abha Paradise, and were engaged in the
mention of the King of the Kingdom, the Lord of Hosts.

Therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicated and implored at the Sa-
cred Threshold of the Supreme Lord that those friends and
handmaidens of the Merciful may become brighter day by day
and progress ever more, and understand the mysteries of the
Kingdom, and become the cause of the spread of thoughts
regarding the unity of the human world, and may call all be-
neath the shade of the pavilion of unity and the progress of
humankind, and become the cause of illumination of that coun-
try, making hearts familiar with the love of the Kind Beloved,
and souls attracted to the Abha Kingdom, and in the coming
year achieve the utmost progress. The flower that was enclosed
in your letter was very delicate and beautiful and fragrant, and
told of the delicacy of your character and disposition.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Husayn Ali, in Sarvistan

Date: 1910-May-25

O true friend! The inscribed Tablet was received and the long- I 5 s f ssbte jghuns C}] S oL !

ing heart found joy and delight. Praise be to God that that
precious soul became attracted to the Kingdom of Light and
became aware of mysteries. He beheld the rays of the Sun of
Truth and found the heavenly table prepared. He drank from
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the fountain of eternal life and received his portion and share
from the favors of the King of existence. He opened the see-
ing eye and witnessed the greatest signs, and attained to that
which was the ultimate hope of the chosen ones and the pure
ones. Blessed art thou for this great bounty! Glad tidings to
thee for this manifest victory! And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory!

O Lord! Make the father of this new servant precious in Thy
Kingdom and cause the mother of this confidant of mysteries to
soar in the heights of mysteries. Immerse [them]| in the ocean of
forgiveness and make [them]| companions of the people of faith.
Bestow the rays of [Thy] favor and freely grant the outpouring
of pardon and kindness. Thou art the Forgiver, the Pardoning,
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. There is no God but
Thee, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

Make Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali Khan partake of the heav-
enly table of bounty and convey to him the longing greetings of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. Give glad tidings to Jinab-i-Mirza Nizam of the
favors of the Dear All-Knowing One and give him hope of spe-
cial confirmations. My hope is that Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad
Sadiq may become a lofty palm tree, a brilliant light, and a
rising star, and that Jinab-i-Jahangir Khan’s star is ascending
and the Ever-Living, the Powerful is his Guardian and Helper.
Jinab-i-Aga Salman is firm in the Covenant and Testament
and a manifestation of the favors of the Merciful Lord. Jinab-
i-Khalil is on this glorious path and encompassed by the favors
of the Merciful, Compassionate Lord. Mirza ‘Ali Aqa is the re-
cipient of endless favors and encompassed by the grace of the
Most Glorious Beauty.
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To: Hasan Rawhani Sarvistansi
Date: 1910-May-25

O servant of Truth! Your letter was received, its contents ex-
pressing supplication at the threshold of the Lord of the King-
dom.
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2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha also offered humble entreaty at the Sacred
Threshold of the Blessed Beauty and sought for you assistance,
bounty, protection and shelter, so that you may abide secure
in the impregnable fortress and lofty refuge of the Kind
Lord, safe from the evil of the rebellious ones and firm in the
Covenant.

Convey greetings and praise on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the
noble son Aqga ‘Ata’u’llah, that like the branches of gardens he
may be stirred by the breezes of the Paradise of Oneness and,
like the birds of the gardens, may warble melodies of meanings
and realities.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Haydar Ali Kamali Sarvistans
Date: 1910-May-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy distinguished letter
was received. From its contents it became clear that upon thy
return and arrival, thou didst receive excellent welcome and
abundant consideration from both friend and stranger. Glory
be to God and to His sincere servants! Ere long you shall
observe that the lights of eternal glory shall shine so brilliantly
upon the heads of the friends that East and West shall be
illumined, and all the parties shall address the servants of the
Ancient Beauty, saying “By God, truly God hath preferred you
above us!”

Regarding thy question about the three wives - the third wife
must definitely be divorced.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: People Gathered For the Birth of Rushan et al., in Washington, DC

Date: 1910-May-27

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom!

Praise be to God, that the Friends and Maidservants of the
Merciful gathered together in one meeting like unto bright can-
dles, in the Anniversary Day of Roshan: They commemorated
the name of the True One, became attracted to the Kingdom
of Abha, enkindled with the Fire of the Love of God. Thank
ye God that such gatherings are established, such bounties
descend and such graces are unveiled. Praise be to God that
through the Favor and Generosity of Baha'u’llah, although the
Believers, like unto the waves of the ocean, are separate in ap-
pearance, yet in reality they are united and belong to one sea.
Ere long this love and affection will display a wonderful effect
in the world, the call of the Kingdom of God will penetrate to
the uttermost parts of the earth, the oneness of the realm of hu-
manity will become manifest and eternal reconciliation will be
established among the various nations and communities. This
call is the Call of God and this bestowal is the bestowal of the
Infinite.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha.

TAB.440-441

AB12328

To: Nurullah Asadullahzadih Hagqiqi, in Kurdistan
Date: 1910-May-27

O servant of God! Your letter was received. Praise be to God,
it was a clear proof that the friends in that region are steadfast
in the Cause of the All-Merciful and firm in the Covenant and
Testament.

Today, steadfastness on the straight path is the magnet that
attracts divine confirmations, and this steadfastness is the ev-
idence of salvation. The friends of God must be, among the
people, a living proof and testimony of the truth, so that all
people may bear witness to their nobility - that this people has
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lit the lamp of guidance and consumed all attachment to aught
else, and in the school of divine love, they have learned from
the Teacher of Love the lesson of sacrificing their lives. They
are detached from all save God and illumined by the rays of
the Sun of Truth.

Convey to each and every one the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha and express utmost longing.

You had requested a teacher. Surely the friends in Kirmanshah
will make an effort in this regard, either from among the souls
of that region or from other localities. They will certainly
arrange and prepare a teacher and send him to Kurdistan.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Jewish background of Hamadan et al.
Date: 1910-May-27

O faithful friends! ‘Abdu’l-Baha ever inhales the fragrance of
faithfulness from that matchless rose garden and that verdant
branch of the Abha Paradise. In every letter, Jinab-i-Amin
offers great praise of the friends of the Ancient Lord, that they
are truly engaged in every service and ready to sacrifice their
lives, wearing the crown of sincerity upon their heads and the
robe of steadfastness upon their bodies, in harmony and fellow-
ship with all peoples, and guiding all to the straight path. In-
deed this is so - from the day of the Ascension of the Promised
Beauty until this evident day, signs of love and faithfulness
have ever been manifest and evident from those servants of
the Supreme Lord, and their lofty resolve and exalted purpose
has been clear and obvious. Therefore, this wanderer in the
wilderness of evanescence and nothingness beseeches the Sun
of the Supreme Concourse that hidden and manifest confirma-
tions may increase day by day, and that each of the destitute
friends may become a mighty pillar. And upon you be the
most glorious Glory.
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To: Ustad Mirza Khayyat et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-May-27

O ye spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! How long will ye stay
still? How long will ye be silent? And when ye speak forth
in this century, how long before your voices echo with the
melodies of the Abha Kingdom? The words that the friends of
God speak must resound with the songs of the Concourse on
High.

‘Abdu’l-Baha is not content with mere murmurs, and melan-
choly tones. He yearneth to hear your voices calling out aloud;
He longeth for clamourous cries and shouts of excitement.

3 Then shall the realities of all things awaken and the divine
Beloved show forth His face in the world of creation. Then shall
the realities of this contingent world and the human essence
gain a new spirit and the friends, even as shining stars upon the
horizon of truth, become illumined and resplendent through
the light of guidance.
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AB10774

Date: 1910-May-27

O thou seeker after the knowledge of numbers!

Thy letter was received. The science of numbers is one of the
common sciences, but the aim of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is, that the
Heavenly Knowledge and Divine Wisdom encircle the world of
existence.

Shouldst thou desire to become my pupil thou must acquire the
Mysteries of God and attain to the Knowledges and Sciences
of the Kingdom—for they are the cause of the life of the world
and the salvation of humanity.

Upon thee be greeting and praise!

SW__v014#06 p.005
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani, in Mashhad
Date: 1910-May-30

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and from its pleasing contents your spiritual attractions be-
came known. Praise be to God, Faran is in effusion and the
friends are in the utmost spirit and fragrance. You had written
that for a long time no breeze had wafted from this direction,
while numerous letters have been sent to Faran, showing prefer-
ence over other regions. Never were letters sent to other areas
with such frequency.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hope is that through the efforts of the friends
in that region there will be intense fervor, the light of the
Sun of Truth will shine, souls will progress, hearts will become
pure, spirits will be gladdened, and hearts will become places
of dawning and mirrors reflecting the beauty of the Beloved.

Convey utmost longing and kindness from this servant to the
divine gathering, the spiritual assembly. Surely they are sat-
isfied with the essence of certitude, aflame and restless with
the fire of the love of God, and day by day they strive in spiri-
tual progress, in acquiring luminous perfections, in promoting
heavenly bounties, and in spreading divine teachings. Soon
they will make that region fragrant like a rose garden with the
sweet scents of the love of God. Souls must be brought to ec-
stasy and joy, and hearts must be attracted to the Beauty of
the Beloved so that souls may progress and become sources of
divine inspirations.

Always give the friends of Faran glad tidings of the favors
of the Lord, for in these days the doors of the favors of the
Beauty of Abha are open and the cloud of bounty of that peer-
less Beloved is known for its infinite outpouring. The Ancient
Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - had a
special regard for Khurasan and always showed favor. There-
fore ‘Abdu’l-Baha is waiting for the effects of those favors to
become manifest and the results of those bounties to appear.

Convey special greetings from this servant to the handmaidens
of the Merciful who have established meetings and are occu-
pied with the mention of God, familiar with explanation and
interpretation, and intimate with holy fragrances. Encourage
and urge them that their gathering may progress day by day,
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ABI11911

that divine proofs and evidences may be received, and that the
circle of teaching may expand.

Convey the Most Glorious and Wondrous greetings to Jinab-
i-Sulayman Mirza, Jinab-i-Husayn Aqa, the handmaid of God
Mardiyyih Khanum, the pure leaf Radiyyih Khanum, the at-
tracted Qudsiyyih, the enkindled Sardar, the suppliant Ruh-
Angiz, and other handmaidens of the Merciful.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11911

To: Jamal son of Husayn Zanjani et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1910-May-30

O ye who are related to that sincere servant of Baha! Your
noble father has forsaken home and country, and in plain and
mountain he uncovers mysteries and calls souls to the extended
shade. He is a guide to the seekers and living water to the
thirsty ones. To the destitute he is a flowing treasure and
to the lovers he is the musician of the soul and conscience.
He rests not for a moment and does not sully himself with
attachment to this transitory world, so that he may become
the cause of the spread of divine fragrances and may chant the
manifest verses.

You are truly counted among those who strive in the path of
God, for you are always far and separated from him. It is
hoped that you will receive heavenly confirmation and seek
divine success. Finally, the utmost joy shall be attained and
this separation shall lead to endless reunion.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

IS0 0% e Glo fody Of Cdin 8
S 5 s 3 s a8 s 0yl S
398l 1y b s dlene Ll s
O 1y caaly s LU Sl e
Vit , cully o5 Ly ol
oo 5wl g5 Oldey 5 Ola O Ja
JE R <N K PR It

a8 ol olﬁd;j, 33§ Slis

A dew 5o ol 3 azadl s bl
Lol Ao 5 035 ) _j‘ el i) dy s
Sby G5 5 b Gl b & cul e
S 5335 ol n il il aE
Aal£) 0Lk dbo sy 315

el e

TISH.498

231


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/frh.pdf#page=196
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tarikh-i-Ishqabad.pdf&page=493

Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May) AB11800

AB11800

To: Nasrullah Farani
Date: 1910-May-30

O pilgrim to the luminous Shrine! You are always before my g sb 5 g b5 ;5 aiu® sly5 *an 1) !
sight and I remember you, and I beseech from the favors of the 31 211, &ls 5 Ol BBT s Ol o, r—,bf
Beloved of all horizons an illumination for your heart and soul, ;| , Q;Lt« S e i LT 45 s V'a‘ o

so that in those regions you may scatter the musk-diffusing G T < Gl ]
fragrance of divine mysteries to all nostrils. And upon you be el S s Gl )
the Most Glorious Glory. FRH.097b
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Study guide to this volume

The first months of 1910 find ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Haifa, increasingly aware that his long-anticipated
journey to the West is approaching, and engaged in a remarkable range of intellectual and pastoral
activity. The volume is philosophically richer than almost any other in the corpus: extended
conversations on Darwinism and Islamic natural philosophy, on the creation of the world and the
relationship between science and religion, on the nature of consciousness after death, and on the
proper role of language in building human unity. At the same time, it preserves major institutional
texts on the Nineteen Day Feast and on the education of women and children that would prove
foundational for Baha’i community life. The governing tension of the volume is between vastness
and particularity: ‘Abdu’l-Bahé speaks of the eternal logos moving through the mineral, vegetable,
animal, and human kingdoms in one breath, and in the next addresses the need for a specific school
in Tehran to hire an English-speaking teacher. The intellectual ambition of the 1910 writings, taken
together, suggests a community being prepared for a public encounter with the wider world that
would require them to meet the sharpest minds of Europe and America on their own ground.

Islamic Darwinism and the Philosophy of Creation

Key Passages

The Blessed Perfection, Bahd u’llah, ties the idea of emanation of the philosophers and
learned to the idea of creation of the prophets and founders of religion. He reconciles
and unites science and faith, recognition and will; knowledge and ability; wish and
accomplishment. The creative word of command of God, the logos, is not merely a
spark out of God, but the logos is the life-breath of God. In the logos, in the life-breath
of God, already all the possibilities of existence rest, all the forms of being of creation.
— ABUO0017

Moses teaches that the world was created in six days of creation! This is a symbol, a
symbolic expression of the ancient truth that the world has evolved slowly. Darwin can
refer in his doctrine of evolution to Moses. God did not create the world suddenly but
God’s breath of life becomes God’s creative word of command, logos, which continuously
creates the world. We have a continuing and not a single act of creation. Moses’s days
of creation are periods of millions of years. From Pythagoras to Ibn Sina and further
to the “Faithful Brothers of Basra” and to Darwin and to the Blessed Manifestations,
the Bab and Baha’u’lldh, scientists as well as prophets testify to the continuing creative
activity of the logos. — ABU0017
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The freethinkers and Darwinists—despite support from the State—did not find accep-
tance among the people, the great mass. Our Lord Muhammad, with wise knowledge of
human nature, had in His Holy Book given the believers a Religion, not just a philoso-
phy, He had laid down laws in the Qur’an, not just dogmas. ‘Faith should be obedience,
not understanding. However, understanding cannot harm perfect obedience in matters
of belief! The great Prophet, our Lord Muhammad, Himself said: ‘The first thing God
created is knowledge, or rather: the mind’s capacity for understanding!” But obedience
in matters of Faith should come first, otherwise knowledge and understanding will be-
come the fatal apple of the forbidden tree of paradise! —
ABU0148

Context for Study

The remarkable philosophical conversations recorded in ABU0017 and ABU0148—the first a sus-
tained discourse to a French consular official and a German physician in January 1910, the second
a lecture to two English ladies—situate Baha’i thought within a tradition of Islamic natural phi-
losophy that Western audiences rarely encounter. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé traces a genealogy running from
the Mu’tazilite freethinker an-Nazzam (d. 845), who taught that creation is not a single act but a
continuous process of latent forms becoming manifest, through Ibn Smé (Avicenna), through the
encyclopedic “Faithful Brothers of Basra” (Ikhwan al-Safa’), to Darwin—mnot as if Darwin were
an innovation but as the latest expression of a very old insight. This genealogical argument has
important implications: it places Darwinian evolution within a tradition of Islamic thought rather
than in opposition to revealed religion, and it strips from evolutionary theory the materialist meta-
physics that critics of religion have sometimes attached to it. The logos theology that frames the
entire account—God as the creative Word, the continuous breath of life, the unifying cause behind
mineral magnetism, plant chemistry, animal instinct, and human reason—draws on both the Johan-
nine prologue and the Islamic kalima (creative Word), while the distinction between God’s essential
preexistence and the world’s logical rather than temporal posteriority reconciles Aristotle’s eternal
cosmos with the prophetic doctrine of creation.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 places Darwin in a lineage that runs from Pythagorean number theory through
Islamic Mu’tazilite thought to Baha’u’llah. What is the theological significance of this geneal-
ogy, and how does it challenge both the creationist critique of evolution and the secularist
claim that evolution refutes religion?

2. The logos in ABU0017 functions as both the creative Word of Genesis and the organizing
principle of natural science. How does this compare with the prologue to John’s Gospel, with
Ibn ‘Arabi’s concept of the ‘aql al-awwal (the First Intellect), and with Hegel’s Geist as the
self-unfolding of Absolute Mind in history?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé says “obedience in matters of Faith should come first, otherwise knowledge and
understanding will become the fatal apple.” Is this a conservative epistemological claim, or is
it consistent with the Bahd’i principle of the harmony of science and religion? What is the
order of priority being established?
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4. The Mosaic “days” of creation are reinterpreted as geological epochs. This move—treating
scriptural time as symbolic time—has been made across traditions from Origen’s allegorism
to Maimonides’ rationalist exegesis to modern Catholic acceptance of deep time. What is
preserved and what is transformed in the scriptural account when such reinterpretation is
accepted?

5. An-Nazzam (the 9th-century Mu’tazilite) taught that all things were created simultaneously
but emerge in stages over time. How does this doctrine of latency relate to modern concepts
of emergence in complex-systems theory and evolutionary biology?

The Education of Women and the Capacities of This Dispensation

Key Passages

Blessed, blessed are ye for ye have arranged spiritual meetings and engaged in propound-
ing divine proofs and evidences. Ye are intent on vindicating truth in support of the
manifest Light of the Cause, through conclusive arguments and proofs based on the
sacred scriptures of the past. From the beginning of existence until the present day,
in any of the past cycles and dispensations, no assemblies for women have ever been
established and classes for the purpose of spreading the teachings were never held by
them. This is one of the characteristics of this glorious Dispensation and this great
century. — ABO00616

Ye should, most certainly, strive to perfect this assemblage and increase your knowledge
of the realities of heavenly mysteries, so that, God willing, in a short time, women will
become the same as men; they will take a leading position amongst the learned, will
each have a fluent tongue and eloquent speech, and shine like unto lamps of guidance
throughout the world. In some respects, women have astonishing capacities; they hasten
in their attraction to God, and are intense in their fiery ardour for Him. — AB00616

As to the education of children, exert every effort to further this; it is of the utmost
importance. So too, the education of girls in all the rules of righteous conduct, that
they may grow up with a good character and high standards of behaviour. For mothers
are the first educators of the child, and every child at the beginning of life is like a fresh
and tender branch in his parents’ hands. — ABO08656

Context for Study

The women’s assemblies being praised in AB00616 were in Hamadan, Iran—a context of remarkable
specificity, since the instruction praises Iranian Bahd’i women for doing what no women in any
previous religious dispensation had formally done: organizing themselves for the systematic study
and propagation of their faith’s teachings. The historical claim is audacious. It is true that women
in various religious traditions have formed communities of prayer, service, and contemplation, from
the early Christian deaconesses to the medieval Beguines to the Buddhist bhiksuni orders—but the
claim here is about intellectual and doctrinal agency: leading among the learned, speaking with
eloquence, propounding proofs. The phrase “women have astonishing capacities; they hasten in
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their attraction to God, and are intense in their fiery ardour for Him” functions not as condescension
but as an observation about comparative spiritual receptivity: women are being told they have
distinctive gifts that this Dispensation is, for the first time, releasing at the social level. The
education of girls stressed in AB08656 grounds this in the next generation: mothers form the
fundamental educational environment of civilization itself. This is not merely a domestic argument
but a civilizational one: the education of women is the education of humanity. It anticipates
contemporary development economics’ finding that girls’ education is among the highest-return
investments a society can make.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes women’s intellectual and doctrinal assemblies as historically unprece-
dented. How does this compare with the history of women’s religious authority in Christianity
(from Paul’s “women should keep silent” through the Beguines to contemporary women’s or-
dination debates), in Islam (the tradition of women hadith scholars), and in Jewish learning
communities?

2. The claim that women have “astonishing capacities” and “hasten in their attraction to God”
implies spiritual distinctives. Is this a form of essentialist gender theology, or is it compatible
with an egalitarianism that affirms equal capacity for different forms of excellence?

3. “Mothers are the first educators of the child.” How does this claim function in the context
of the Bahd’i commitment to the equality of women and men? Does it risk confining women
to the domestic sphere, or does it revalue the domestic sphere itself as the primary site of
civilization?

4. The image of the child as a “fresh and tender branch” that parents can train in any direction
echoes Aristotelian habituation theory (ethos as the formation of character through repeated
practice). How does this compare with Locke’s tabula rasa, with Rousseau’s developmental
naturalism in Emile, and with modern theories of early childhood education?

5. If the Baha’i dispensation is distinctive in the scope of women’s authority it recognizes, what
does this claim require of Baha’i communities today in terms of institutional practice, and
where does the gap between principle and practice most urgently demand attention?

The Nineteen Day Feast: Consultation, Reconciliation, and the
Architecture of Fellowship

Key Passages

This feast is held to foster comradeship and love, to call God to mind and supplicate
Him with contrite hearts, and to encourage benevolent pursuits. That is, the friends
should there dwell upon God and glorify Him, read the prayers and holy verses, and
treat one another with the utmost affection and love. And if any estrangement occurs
between two of the friends, both should be invited and efforts made to reconcile them,
and they should consult about charitable and benevolent works so that praiseworthy
results may be achieved. — AB00696

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 236



Vol. 145: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part I (Jan-May) Appendix

The purpose of consultation is to show that the views of several individuals are assuredly
preferable to one man, even as the power of a number of men is of course greater than
the power of one man. Thus consultation is acceptable in the presence of the Almighty,
and hath been enjoined upon the believers, so that they may confer upon ordinary and
personal matters, as well as on affairs which are general in nature and universal. —

AB00696

The Nineteen Day Feast is a bringer of joy. It is the groundwork of agreement and unity.
It is the key to affection and fellowship. It diffuseth the oneness of mankind. —
AB11164

Context for Study

ABO00696 is the foundational text for understanding the Nineteen Day Feast as a multi-dimensional
institution. It is simultaneously a devotional gathering (prayer, praise, glorification), a social rec-
onciliation mechanism (inviting estranged friends and effecting reconciliation), and a consultative
body (discussing charitable and benevolent works). The institutional elegance of this design—
integrating three functions that most institutions treat separately—repays philosophical attention.
The devotional dimension grounds the community’s collective action in its relationship with the
transcendent, preventing mere social activism from losing its spiritual orientation. The reconcilia-
tion function addresses the most immediate social danger of any intentional community: the accu-
mulation of small grievances that, if unaddressed, calcify into factions. The consultative function
implements the principle stated explicitly in AB00696: collective discernment exceeds individual
judgment. The philosophical basis of this last claim is not merely prudential (many eyes see more
than one) but epistemological: truth-seeking is a social process, and the convergence of perspectives
creates something that no single perspective alone could generate. This echoes Habermas’s theory
of communicative rationality—truth emerges through undistorted dialogue—while grounding it in
a devotional rather than a purely rational framework.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Nineteen Day Feast combines worship, reconciliation, and consultation in a single recur-
ring institution. How does this integrated design compare with the Jewish synagogue (which
also combines prayer, study, and community deliberation), the Christian parish meeting, and
the Islamic shura council? What is gained by integrating these functions?

2. Consultation is presented as epistemically superior to individual judgment: “the views of
several individuals are assuredly preferable to one man.” What are the conditions under
which this claim holds, and where does it fail—when does committee deliberation produce
worse rather than better outcomes?

3. The instruction to invite estranged friends to the Feast and reconcile them presupposes that
the community has both the will and the skill to facilitate reconciliation. What spiritual
and practical capacities does genuine reconciliation require, and what happens when those
capacities are absent?
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4. AB11164 says the Feast “diffuseth the oneness of mankind.” How does a recurring gathering
of a local community diffuse anything to mankind? What is the implicit theory of social
change at work in this claim?

5. The monthly rhythm of the Feast—nineteen days—is derived from the Baha’i calendar rather
than from any astronomical cycle familiar in other traditions. What is the relationship be-
tween the experience of sacred time and the specific rhythms through which a community
structures that experience?

Language, Mother Tongue, and the World Auxiliary Language

Key Passages

Language is the most profound symbol of a people, nay, language is the vestment of
the spirit of the people, language is the measure of the level of the culture of a nation.
An uncontrolled mixing of languages soon affects the art and then the morale of the
people. The rebirth of a people, the recovery of its freedom, begins with the discipline
and cultivation of its linguistic heritage. — ABU0201

If you, O man, give up your own, your mother tongue, faith, love and hope will leave
you, arts and sciences will desert you, justice and law, morality and ethics will vanish.
The mother tongue is and will always be the mistress in the house of nationhood, the
world language must and will always be but the obedient and useful maidservant of her
superior mistress. — ABU0201

Take heed, O daughters of the Occident: The cultivation of one’s mother tongue is a
service to our brethren among our own people. The learning and the use of a world-
unifying language, such as Esperanto, is a service to one’s brethren among mankind.
One’s own language is the native air of which we have need in life and death, which
surrounds us from the cradle to the grave, which is and will remain our most personal
possession. The world-unifying language is to be compared to a bridge to the rest of
the world, to a steam-horse of traffic, an airship for the transport of people and goods.
— ABU0201

Context for Study

The 1910 discourse on language recorded in ABU0201 is an extraordinary document in the phi-
losophy of language, politics, and culture. Delivered in response to a British woman’s question
about why Baha’u’lldh would recommend an artificial auxiliary language when English was already
a world language, ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s reply is a miniature history of Persian linguistic culture—from
the Avesta through Zend, Pahlavi, Parsi, and the intrusion of Arabic—serving as a demonstration
of the argument he is making. The political insight is precise: recommending an existing language
(English, Arabic, French) as the world auxiliary would mean requiring non-dominant peoples to
learn the language of their conquerors, which is a form of cultural submission. An artificial or
neutrally chosen auxiliary avoids this political asymmetry while preserving what is irreplaceable in
each mother tongue. The philosophical claim about language goes deeper than politics: language
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is not merely a tool of communication but “the vestment of the spirit of the people”—a phrase that
anticipates both Wittgenstein’s claim that “the limits of my language mean the limits of my world”
and Heidegger’s characterization of language as “the house of being.” What ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 offers
is a synthesis that neither Wittgenstein nor Heidegger reached: the mother tongue as irreplace-
able spiritual heritage, the world language as necessary bridge, and the two held in a hierarchical
relationship that protects the former while enabling the latter.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s argument against English as the world auxiliary is a political argument about
power and cultural domination. How does this anticipate contemporary critiques of “linguistic
imperialism” (Robert Phillipson’s concept), and how does the Bahd’i principle of a neutral
auxiliary language address or fail to address those critiques?

2. Language is described as “the vestment of the spirit of the people” How does this com-
pare with Herder’s Romantic theory of language as the expression of national genius, with
Wittgenstein’s language-games, and with the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis that language shapes
thought?

3. The mother tongue is the “mistress” and the world language the “maidservant.” Is this
hierarchy stable? Can communities genuinely maintain the vitality of the mother tongue
while acquiring a second language for world communication, and what historical examples
illuminate this question?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha traces the decline of Persian poetic vitality to the intrusion of Arabic vocabulary
into court culture. What does this historical example reveal about the relationship between
political power, linguistic prestige, and artistic creativity?

5. Esperanto was the most prominent candidate for a world auxiliary language in 1910. Given
that it has not achieved that status, what does the Baha’i principle of a world auxiliary
language require of the community today, and how should the choice of auxiliary language
be made?

The Soul After Death and the Worlds of Existence

Key Passages

The world of existence is a single world, although its stations are various and distinct.
For example, the mineral life occupieth its own plane, but a mineral entity is without
any awareness at all of the vegetable kingdom, and indeed, with its inner tongue denieth
that there is any such kingdom. In the same way, a vegetable entity knoweth nothing
of the animal world... In the same way the animal remaineth totally unaware of that
power of the human mind which graspeth universal ideas and layeth bare the secrets of
creation. — ABO00409

In the same way, the denizens of this earth are completely unaware of the world of
the Kingdom and deny the existence thereof. They ask, for example: “Where is the
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Kingdom? Where is the Lord of the Kingdom?” These people are even as the mineral
and the vegetable, who know nothing whatever of the animal and the human realm;
they see it not; they find it not. Yet the mineral and vegetable, the animal and man,
are all living here together in this world of existence. — AB00409

In the other world the human reality doth not assume a physical form, rather doth it
take on a heavenly form, made up of elements of that heavenly realm. The center of
the Sun of Truth is in the supernal world—the Kingdom of God. Those souls who are
pure and unsullied, upon the dissolution of their elemental frames, hasten away to the
world of God, and that world is within this world. — AB00409

Context for Study

ABO00409—addressed to two FEuropean seekers—contains one of the most philosophically sophisti-
cated Baha’i accounts of the relationship between this world and the next. The argument proceeds
by analogy through the known levels of existence: the mineral cannot perceive the vegetable world
that surrounds it; the vegetable cannot perceive the animal world that interpenetrates its environ-
ment; the animal cannot grasp the human capacity for abstract, universal thought. The skeptic
who asks “Where is the Kingdom?” is in exactly the same position as the mineral confronted with
a tree: the Kingdom is not absent but imperceptible from the questioner’s current level of being.
This is not an evasion but a structural argument: the incapacity of perception is not evidence of the
non-existence of the imperceived. The claim “that world is within this world” is the most striking
formulation: the afterlife is not geographically remote but ontologically adjacent, interpenetrating
the physical world in the way that the human world of abstract thought interpenetrates the animal
world. This anticipates the modern physicist’s account of higher dimensions coexisting with lower
ones, and it connects to the medieval mystical tradition’s claim—expressed by Meister Eckhart, by
the Sufi concept of the barzakh, and by the Jewish olam ha-ba—that the world-to-come is already
present to the purified soul.

Questions for Reflection

1. The argument from graduated levels of perception—mineral cannot perceive vegetable, veg-
etable cannot perceive animal, animal cannot perceive human, human cannot perceive the
Kingdom—is an argument from analogy. What are the strengths and the potential weaknesses
of this analogical structure as a defense of the reality of the afterlife?

2. “That world is within this world.” How does this claim compare with the Christian mystical
tradition’s doctrine of the unio mystica (the presence of heaven within the sanctified soul),
with the Jewish concept of the olam ha-ba (the world to come) as coexistent with olam ha-zeh
(this world), and with the Buddhist notion of nirvana as accessible within samsara?

3. The human reality takes on “a heavenly form, made up of elements of that heavenly realm”
after death. What does the concept of a “heavenly body” imply about personal identity,
continuity of consciousness, and the relationship between the physical brain and the soul?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 says the tests and trials of God “take place in this world, not in the world of the
Kingdom.” What are the implications of locating moral and spiritual development exclusively
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in physical life, and how does this compare with Catholic purgatory, Islamic barzakh, and
Hindu accounts of karmic continuation across lives?

5. If the Kingdom is “within this world” in the same way that the human dimension of abstract
thought is within the animal world, what spiritual practices would allow a human being to
perceive dimensions of existence that are normally imperceptible—and what does ‘Abdu’l-
Baha suggest about the role of purification in this process?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This volume from early 1910 captures ‘Abdu’l-Bahd at his most philosophically expansive: reconcil-
ing Darwin and Moses, placing Islamic intellectual history in conversation with European natural
philosophy, arguing for both the irreplaceable value of mother tongues and the necessity of a world
auxiliary language, and mapping the afterlife through an analogy that begins in mineralogy. All of
this unfolds alongside pastoral letters on the education of women, the Nineteen Day Feast, and the
specific staffing needs of a school in Tehran. The breadth is not incoherence but a demonstration of
a single principle: that the oneness of humanity implies the oneness of knowledge, and that a faith
claiming to address all humanity must be capable of engaging every dimension of human inquiry.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean to claim that
science and religion are in fundamental harmony—and what intellectual work, what
institutional structures, and what personal disciplines does that claim require of a
community that intends to embody it rather than merely to assert it?
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